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Ruth
Introduction
In this story, Naomi, an Israelite woman,moved

with her husband and 2 sons to the country of
Moab. The people ofMoabwere calledMoabites
but they were not good friends with the people of
Israel. Then Naomi's 2 sons bothmarriedMoabite
women, and this was against God's law. The people
of Israel were supposed tomarry people from
Israel, not people from other nations.
When both Naomi's husband and her sons died,

Naomimade up hermind to leaveMoab and go
back to Israel. One of Naomi's daughters-in-law,
Ruth, wanted to go back to Israel with Naomi. And
Ruthwanted to leave herMoabite gods and follow
Naomi's God, the God of Israel.
In those days, widows had noway to get food for

themselves. So Ruth looked after Naomi by getting
food for her. Ruth did this by going to a paddock
where food seeds were being grown. When the
seeds on the grass plants were ready to be picked,
the workers cut the grass and tied them up. God's
law said that when people did this, they had to
leave any seeds that had dropped on the ground.
Theywere not allowed to pick them up. Those
seeds that were on the groundwere for strangers
or people that didn't havemuchmoney.
The paddockwhere Ruth picked up seeds

belonged to aman named Boaz. Boazwas a close
relation of Naomi's husbandwho had died. And
part of the Hebrew culture was that when a
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marriedman died, a close relationwasmeant to
marry thewidow. That way thewomanwas looked
after and the children from thatmarriage would
carry on the family line.
Ruth, the woman fromMoab, was the

great-grandmother of King David. And so she is in
Jesus' family line.
The story of Ruth teaches us about God's

kindness, and how he cares for people that are
having a hard time.

Elim-elek (Elimelech) and Naomi left their
homeland andwent to a country calledMo-ab

1-2This story comes from a long time ago when
the leader for the Israelite people was called a
Judge.
There was aman named Elim-elek whowas

from the Ef-rath (Ephrath) clan. And he lived in
the town of Bethlehem in the country that
belonged to the tribe of Judah.
Elim-elek wasmarried to Naomi and they had

2 sons, Mah-lon and Kill-e-on (Kilion).
There came a time when there was not much

food growing in the country of Israel, and all the
people were really hungry. So Elim-elek took his
wife and his 2 sons to live for a while in a country
calledMo-ab.

3 Some time later, Elim-elek died and Naomi
was left all alone with her 2 sons.

4Those 2 youngmenmarried women from
Mo-ab. One woman's namewas Or-pah and the
other woman's namewas Ruth.
They all lived together in Mo-ab for about

another 10 years,
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5but then bothMah-lon and Kill-e-on died. And
so Naomi was all alone. She had lost her husband
and now she had lost her 2 sons.
Naomiwent back to Bethlehem

6Later on, someone told Naomi that the Lord
had helped his people in Israel and had given
them food. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law
got ready to leaveMo-ab and go back to
Bethlehem.

7Naomi, Or-pah and Ruth left their home in
Mo-ab, and they started to walk along the track
that went back to the land of Judah in Israel.

8Then Naomi stopped and said to her
daughters-in-law, “I want you to go back and stay
with yourmothers. I will pray and ask the Lord
to be kind to you, just like you have been kind to
me andmy 2 sons.

9 I will ask the Lord to give each of you a new
husband to look after you and to keep you safe.”
Then Naomi kissed them and said goodbye to
them, and they all started to cry out loud.

10Both the young women said, “No, we don't
want to do that, we want to go with you and live
with you and your people.”

11But Naomi said, “Why do youwant to come
withme? I cannot havemore sons so that you
canmarry them. No, go homemy daughters.

12Go back to your families. I might get married
today and have 2more sons straight away, but I
am too old for that to happen. And even if I can
have 2more sons straight away,

13you cannot wait for them to grow up. No, you
cannot wait that long to have a husband. I think
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the Lord has turned against me. I am too sad and
angry, and I don't want you to feel like that too!”

14They all cried out loud again. Then Or-pah
kissed her mother-in-law to say goodbye and she
started to walk back to her family in Mo-ab. But
Ruth grabbed Naomi and held onto her.

15Naomi said to her, “Ruth, Or-pah is going
back to her people and to her gods. I want you to
go with her.”

Ruthmade a strong promise to Naomi
16But Ruth said, “Don't force me to leave you,

and don't stopme from following you. This is my
strong promise to you. Wherever you go, I will
go. Wherever you live, I will live there too. Your
people will be my people and your Godwill be
my God.

17Where you die, I will die there too. Where
you are buried, I want to be buried in the same
place. If I leave you before I die, then I ask the
Lord to really punishme.”

18When Naomi saw that Ruth hadmade up her
mind to go with her, she stopped talking.

19Then they walked together until they got to
Bethlehem and everyone in the townwas very
excited to see them. All the women said, “Is that
really you Naomi?”

20But Naomi said, “Do not call me Naomi. That
namemeans that I am happy, but I am not happy.
Call meMara. That namemeans that I am not
happy, I am like food that has gone sour. God All
Powerful has mademy life very hard.
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21 I left this country a happy person, but now
the Lord hasmademe come back here and I have
nothing. The Lord All Powerful has sent me too
much trouble, so do not call me Naomi!”

22That is howNaomi and Ruth, her
daughter-in-law fromMo-ab, came home to
Bethlehem.
They got there when the people in that country

started to go out to their paddocks to cut all the
long barley grass. The people grew that barley
grass to make food from the seeds.

2
Ruthmet Boaz

1At that time there was aman living in
Bethlehem and his namewas Boaz. He was an
important man from the same clan as Naomi's
husband, Elim-elek (Elimelech).

2One day, Ruth the young woman fromMo-ab,
said to Naomi, “Can I go to the paddocks where
they grow the barley grass? Someonemight be
kind to me and let me pick up some of the grass
that has dropped onto the ground.”
And Naomi said, “Yes, go and do that my

daughter.”
3 So Ruth went to a paddock where some

workers were cutting the barley grass and she
started to pick up the grass that had fallen onto
the ground. Ruth didn't know that the paddock
belonged to Boaz whowas a close relation for
Elim-elek.

4Later on, Boaz went out from Bethlehem and
walked to his paddock.
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When he got near to his workers he said, “I
pray that the Lord is close to all of you today.”
And the workers said back to him, “We pray

that the Lord will be good to you.”
This is how people said hello to one another in

those days.
5Then Boaz said to the leader of the workers,

“Who is that young woman? What family does
she come from?”

6The leader said, “She is the young woman
fromMo-ab that came back with Naomi.

7This morning she came and said to me, ‘Can I
follow behind your workers and pick up the
barley grass that has dropped onto the ground?’
She has worked very hard all morning and she

has only stopped to have a short rest under our
tent.”

8So Boaz walked over to Ruth and said to her in
a friendly way, “I want you to listen to me. I
would like you to stay inmy paddocks to pick up
the barley grass. Stay close to mywomen
workers and do not go to paddocks that belong to
someone else.

9Youmust watch wheremywomen are
working and follow along behind them. I have
told mymenworkers to leave you alone. And
when you get thirsty, get a drink from those
billycans mymen have filled with water.”

10Ruth got down on her knees in front of Boaz
and put her face close to the ground to show him
respect. She said, “Why are you so good tome? I
am a stranger in this country.”

11Boaz said, “Yes, I know you are a stranger,
but people have told me that you have been very
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good to yourmother-in-law after her husband
died. You left your country, and you left your
mother and your father to come to this country
where you do not know anyone.

12You have come into God's country and he
will look after you just like amother bird looks
after her babies and puts them under her wings.
I pray that the Lord will be good to you for all the
good things you have done for Naomi.”

13Ruth said to him, “Thank youmymaster, I
know that I am not one of your workers but you
have said kind words to me and now I feel
happy.”

14When it was time to eat, Boaz said to Ruth,
“Come over here and sit with us. Come and have
something to eat. Take some of this bread and
put some nice sauce on it.”
So she sat down and ate with the workers, and

Boaz gave her some cooked seeds to eat. She ate
as much as she wanted and then kept the rest for
later.

15When they finished eating, Ruth got up and
went back to work.
Then Boaz said to themen cutting the grass,

“When you tie up the long barley grass, let that
young woman pick up the grass on the ground
and do not try to stop her.

16Andwhen you have tied up the grass, pull
some of it out and drop it on the ground so that
she can have it. Do not tell her to stop.”

17Ruth worked hard until the sun went down.
She took all the barley grass that she had picked
up and then she hit it with a stick to make the
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seeds fall off. When Ruth had finished hitting the
grass, there were somany seeds that she filled up
a really big billycan.

18Then she carried the seeds back to the town
and showed them to Naomi. And she gave Naomi
the cooked seeds she saved from themeal that
she had in themiddle of the day.

19Naomi asked Ruth, “Where did you get all
these seeds? Where did you work today? I pray
that God is good to the person that let you have
this food.”
Ruth said to Naomi, “I have been working in a

paddock that belongs to Boaz.”
20 Straight away Naomi said, “I want the Lord

to bless Boaz and do good things for him. The
Lord always keeps his promise to people that are
alive and to people who are dead. Yes, I want him
to do good things for Boaz.”
Naomi said to Ruth, “Boaz is a close relation for

us. In our culture he is someone that has to look
after us.”

21Then Ruth, the young woman fromMo-ab,
said, “Boaz told me to stay close to his workers
every day until they have finished cutting the
grass and all the seeds are put into his shed.”

22And Naomi said, “Yes, that is a good ideamy
daughter. It is much better that you stay with his
womenworkers. If you went to work in another
person's paddock, somebodymight do the wrong
thing to you.”

23 So, Ruth lived with Naomi andwent to work
every day until all the long grass was cut and the
barley and other food seeds were put into the
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shed. And she did what she was told, she stayed
close to the women that worked for Boaz.

3
Naomi had a plan to get a husband for Ruth

1One day, Naomi, Ruth's mother-in-law said to
her, “My daughter, I want you to have a good life
and a safe place to live after I die. And so I am
going to find the right man for you tomarry.

2You have been picking up the barley grass
behind the women that work for Boaz, and he is
our close relation. Boaz and his workers have
finished getting all the grass from his paddocks.
And they have put the grass in the place where
people hit the grass with a stick to make the
barley seeds fall off. Tonight Boaz and his
workers will throw all the seeds into the air so
that the wind will blow the rubbish away and the
seeds will fall to the ground.

3-4This is my idea. I want you to have a wash,
put on your best clothes, and some perfume or
some nice smelling oil. Then go down to where
Boaz is working, but do not let him see you. Wait
until he has finished his supper and watch where
he lies down to sleep. That way you can find him
in the dark. Andwhen he is really asleep, go and
take the blanket off his feet and lie down there.
He will tell you what to do.”

5Ruth answered, “I will do everything you
have said.”

6Later, Ruth washed herself, changed her
clothes and put on some nice smelling oil. She
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went down to where Boaz was working and did
everything her mother-in-law told her to do.

7Boaz finished his supper and after he had
something to drink, he was happy and tired. He
lay down next to a heap of seeds and went to
sleep. Ruth waited until Boaz was really asleep,
then she walked quietly over to where he was
lying down. Shemoved the blanket off his feet
and lay down.

8 In themiddle of the night, somethingmade
Boaz wake up and he got a big shock when he
found a woman lying next to his feet.

9He said, “Who are you?”
Ruth said to him, “Mymaster, it's me, Ruth. You

are a close relation and you have to look after
me. That is why I took the blanket off your feet
and lay down. I am asking you to look after me
and tomarryme.”

10Boaz said, “I want the Lord to be good to you,
Ruth. You are being very kind to me and showing
our family great respect. You have been very
kind to Naomi and her family. And now you are
showingmore kindness, you are being kind to
me. Youmight have looked for amuch younger
man tomarry. Hemight have had a lot of money
or hemight have had nothing, but you did not
look for a younger man. You have askedme.

11Don't be frightened Ruth, everyone in our
community knows that you are a good woman
and so I will do what you have askedme. I will
help you.

12Yes, it is true that I am a close relation and it
is my job to look after you, but there is another
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man that is a closer relation thanme. He is the
one who has to look after you andmarry you.

13But stay there and sleep at my feet. In the
morning I will find out if that manwill follow our
culture and look after you. If he wants to look
after you andmarry you, that is alright. But if he
does not want to marry you, then I will do the
right thing and I will marry you. I ammaking this
promise to you and the Lord is mywitness. Lie
down there until morning.”

14Ruth lay down at Boaz's feet all night and in
themorning she got ready to leave before the sun
got up. She did this so that no-one would see her.
Boaz said to himself, “No-onemust know that a
woman came to this work place at night.”

15And so he said to Ruth, “Bring your coat here
and I will put some seeds into it.”
So Ruth held out her coat and Boaz put a lot of

barley seeds into it. He tied the coat up and put it
on her back and then she went home.

16When Ruth got home, her mother-in-law
said, “What happened Ruth?”
So Ruth told Naomi everything that had

happened. Ruth said, “I did everything you said,
but Boaz told me that there is a closer relation
who should look after me andmarryme. And
then Boaz promisedme that he would talk to that
man. He said, ‘If the other man does not want to
marry you, I will marry you.’

17Boaz gaveme these barley seeds. He said,
‘Youmust take a present home for your
mother-in-law.’ ”
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18Then Naomi said, “Wemust wait and see
what happens. Boaz will not stop until he has
made everything right. He will talk to that man
and see if he will marry you.”

4
Boazmarried Ruth

1Later that morning, Boaz sat down in the
meeting place near the town gate, and waited for
his close relation to walk past. This was theman
that Boaz had told Ruth about. He was theman
who should look after her.
When Boaz saw his relation, he called out to

him and said, “Can you come and sit downwith
me? I want to talk to you.”
Themanwalked over to Boaz and sat down.
2Then Boaz asked 10 of the town elders to have

ameeting with him and his relation.
3They all sat down and Boaz said to theman,

“Elim-elek's (Elimelech's)s wife Naomi, has come
back fromMo-ab. Naomi wants to sell the land
that belonged to our relation, Elim-elek.

4And so I thought I would tell you. You are the
closest relation for Elim-elek and you are the
right person to buy that land. If you want to buy
the land, you can do that here in front of all these
elders right now. They will be witnesses that you
own that land. But, if you do not want to buy the
land, tell me, and I will buy it. You know that I am
the next one in line.”
The close relation said, “Yes I will buy that land

fromNaomi.”
5Then Boaz said, “That is good, but you have to

remember that when you buy the land, you have
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to marry Ruth, the woman fromMo-ab. She was
married to Mah-lon, Elim-elek's son who passed
away. That way she can have children to carry on
Elim-elek's family line and the land will still
belong to them.”

6The other man said, “If that is what has to
happen, I cannot buy that land. If I buy
Elim-elek's land, it will still belong to Elim-elek's
family andmy own children will miss out. No, I
will not buy that land. You are free to buy it.”

7 In those days, the Israelite people had a way
of showing that someone was the new owner of
some land. The person selling that land took off
their shoe and gave it to the person buying the
land. They did this in front of witnesses to show
that the deal was finished and legal in Israel.

8 So the close relation took off his shoe and
gave it to Boaz. He said to Boaz, “Here, you can
buy that land.”

9Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people
standing there, “You are witnesses for me today. I
am buying fromNaomi everything that belonged
to her husband Elim-elek and her 2 sons,
Kill-e-on (Kilion) andMah-lon.

10And I am going to marry Ruth, the woman
fromMo-ab whowasmarried to Mah-lon. I am
doing this so that Elim-elek's land will stay in his
family and Ruth's children will carry on his
family name. That way, his relations and the
people from his hometownwill not forget
Elim-elek. You are all witnesses to what I have
said here today.”
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11All the elders and people at themeeting said
to Boaz, “Yes, we are your witnesses. This is our
prayer for you and Ruth as you get married and
live together. We ask the Lord to give Ruth a lot of
children like Rachel and Leah, our grandmothers
from a long time ago. They had a lot of children
with Jacob, and from those children the nation of
Israel got really big.
Boaz, we ask the Lord to give you a good life

here with the Ef-rath (Ephrath) clan. We ask the
Lord to make you an important man here in
Bethlehem so that everyone respects you.

12Remember your grandfather Perez from a
long time ago. Hewas Tamar and Judah's son. We
ask the Lord to give you and your wife a family
like Perez had.”

13 So Boaz took Ruth home to be his wife. He
slept with her and the Lord gave her a baby boy.

14The women in Bethlehem said to Naomi,
“Thank you Lord! Naomi, the Lord has given you
a grandson to carry on your family line. We ask
the Lord to make a way for everyone in Israel to
know him and respect him.

15Your daughter-in-law Ruth loves you so
much. She has donemore to help you than if you
had 7 sons to look after you. Now, she has given
you a grandson. This little boy will make you feel
young again and later on he will look after you.”

16Naomi held the baby close to her and she
loved him like he was her own baby.

17The women that lived near to Naomi said,
“Naomi has another son,” and they named him
4:12 Genesis 38
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Obed. When Obed grew up he had a son named
Jesse and later on again, Jesse had a son named
David.

18This is the family line for Perez whowas the
grandfather from a long time ago for Boaz.
Perez was the father of Hezron,
19Hezron was the father of Ram,
Ramwas the father of A-min-a-dab,
20A-min-a-dab was the father of Nah-shon,
Nah-shon was the father of Salmon,
21 Salmonwas the father of Boaz,
Boaz was the father of Obed,
22Obedwas the father of Jesse,
and Jesse was the father of David. David was a

king of Israel.



xvi

Barkly Bible Portions
The Holy Bible in the Barkly dialect of English, spoken

in Australia
copyright © 2024 Bible Society of Australia

Language: Barkly English (English)

Dialect: Barkly

This translation is made available to you under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivatives license 4.0.
Youmay share and redistribute this Bible translation or extracts from it in
any format, provided that:

You include the above copyright and source information.
You do not sell this work for a profit.
You do not change any of the words or punctuation of the Scriptures.

Pictures included with Scriptures and other documents on this site are
licensed just for use with those Scriptures and documents. For other uses,
please contact the respective copyright owners.

2026-04-14

PDF generated using Haiola and XeLaTeX on 29 Apr 2026 from source files
dated 14 Apr 2026
a970e1a9-7059-592c-b481-cf954f658c46

https://www.biblesociety.org.au/
http://www.ethnologue.org/language/eng
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

	Ruth

