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Genesis
The Creation of theWorld

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
2Now the earth was without shape and empty, and darkness was over the surface of

the watery deep, but the Spirit of God wasmoving over the surface of the water.
3God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light!
4God saw that the light was good, so God separated the light from the darkness.
5God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.” There was evening, and there

wasmorning, marking the first day.
6God said, “Let therebeanexpanse in themidst of thewaters and let it separatewater

fromwater.
7SoGodmade theexpanseandseparated thewaterunder theexpanse fromthewater

above it. It was so.
8God called the expanse “sky.” There was evening, and there was morning, a second

day.
9God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place and let dry ground

appear.” It was so.
10God called the dry ground “land” and the gatheredwaters he called “seas.” God saw

that it was good.
11God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: plants yielding seeds according to their

kinds, and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.” It was so.
12The land produced vegetation – plants yielding seeds according to their kinds, and

trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. God saw that it was good.
13There was evening, and there wasmorning, a third day.
14God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the

night, and let them be signs to indicate seasons and days and years,
15 and let them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” It

was so.
16Godmade two great lights – the greater light to rule over the day and the lesser light

to rule over the night. Hemade the stars also.
17God placed the lights in the expanse of the sky to shine on the earth,
18 to preside over the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.

God saw that it was good.
19There was evening, and there wasmorning, a fourth day.
20 God said, “Let the water swarm with swarms of living creatures and let birds fly

above the earth across the expanse of the sky.”
21God created the great sea creatures and every living andmoving thing with which

the water swarmed, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its
kind. God saw that it was good.

22God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the water in the seas,
and let the birds multiply on the earth.”

23There was evening, and there wasmorning, a fifth day.
24 God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: cattle,

creeping things, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” It was so.
25God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the cattle according to their

kinds, and all the creatures that creep along the ground according to their kinds. God
saw that it was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make
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humankind in our image, after our likeness, so they may rule over the fish of the sea
and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures
that move on the earth.”
27God created humankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them,
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! Fill the earth and
subdue it! Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that
moves on the ground.”

29 Then God said, “I now give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the entire
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.

30 And to all the animals of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to all the
creatures that move on the ground – everything that has the breath of life in it – I give
every green plant for food.” It was so.

31God saw all that he hadmade – and it was very good! Therewas evening, and there
wasmorning, the sixth day.

2
1The heavens and the earth were completed with everything that was in them.
2By the seventh day God finished the work that he had been doing, and he ceased on

the seventh day all the work that he had been doing.
3God blessed the seventh day and made it holy because on it he ceased all the work

that he had been doing in creation.
The Creation ofMan andWoman

4This is the account of the heavens and the earthwhen theywere created –when the
LORD Godmade the earth and heavens.

5Now no shrub of the field had yet grown on the earth, and no plant of the field had
yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no
man to cultivate the ground.

6 Springs would well up from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground.
7 The LORD God formed the man from the soil of the ground and breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life, and theman became a living being.
8The LORD God planted an orchard in the east, in Eden; and there he placed the man

he had formed.
9TheLORDGodmadeall kinds of trees grow from the soil, every tree thatwaspleasing

to look at and good for food. (Now the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil were in themiddle of the orchard.)

10Now a river flows from Eden to water the orchard, and from there it divides into
four headstreams.

11 The name of the first is Pishon; it runs through the entire land of Havilah, where
there is gold.

12 (The gold of that land is pure; pearls and lapis lazuli are also there).
13The name of the second river is Gihon; it runs through the entire land of Cush.
14Thenameof the third river is Tigris; it runsalong theeast sideofAssyria. The fourth

river is the Euphrates.
15The LORDGod took theman and placed him in the orchard in Eden to care for it and

to maintain it.
16Then the LORD God commanded theman, “Youmay freely eat fruit from every tree

of the orchard,
17but youmust not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you

eat from it you will surely die.”
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18The LORD God said, “It is not good for theman to be alone. I will make a companion
for himwho corresponds to him.”

19The LORD God formed out of the ground every living animal of the field and every
bird of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them, and
whatever theman called each living creature, that was its name.

20 So the man named all the animals, the birds of the air, and the living creatures of
the field, but for Adam no companion who corresponded to himwas found.

21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and while he was asleep,
he took part of theman’s side and closed up the place with flesh.

22Then the LORD Godmade a woman from the part he had taken out of the man, and
he brought her to theman.

23Then theman said,
“This one at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one will be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

24That is why a man leaves his father and mother and unites with his wife, and they
become a new family.

25Theman and his wife were both naked, but they were not ashamed.

3
1Now the serpent wasmore shrewd
than any of the wild animals that the LORD God hadmade. He said to the woman, “Is

it really true that God said, ‘Youmust not eat from any tree of the orchard’?”
2Thewomansaid to the serpent, “Wemayeatof the fruit fromthe treesof theorchard;
3but concerning the fruit of the tree that is in themiddle of the orchardGod said, ‘You

must not eat from it, and youmust not touch it, or else you will die.’ ”
4The serpent said to the woman, “Surely you will not die,
5 for God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will open and you will be like

divine beings who know good and evil.”
6 When the woman saw that the tree produced fruit that was good for food, was

attractive to the eye, and was desirable for making one wise, she took some of its fruit
and ate it. She also gave some of it to her husbandwhowas with her, and he ate it.

7Then theeyesofbothof themopened, and theyknewtheywerenaked; so theysewed
fig leaves together andmade coverings for themselves.

The Judgment Oracles of God at the Fall
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God moving about in the

orchard at the breezy time of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees
of the orchard.

9But the LORD God called to theman and said to him, “Where are you?”
10 The man replied, “I heard you moving about in the orchard, and I was afraid

because I was naked, so I hid.”
11And the LORD God said|strong="H0559", “Who told you that you were naked? Did

you eat from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave me, she gave me some fruit from the

tree and I ate it.”
13So the LORD God said to thewoman, “What is this you have done?” And thewoman

replied, “The serpent trickedme, and I ate.”
14The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
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cursed are you above all the wild beasts
and all the living creatures of the field!
On your belly you will crawl
and dust you will eat all the days of your life.
15And I will put hostility between you and the woman
and between your offspring and her offspring;
her offspring will attack your head,
and youwill attack her offspring’s heel.”
16To the woman he said,
“I will greatly increase your labor pains;
with pain you will give birth to children.
You will want to control your husband,
but he will dominate you.”
17But to Adam he said,
“Because you obeyed your wife
and ate from the tree about which I commanded you,
‘Youmust not eat from it,’
cursed is the ground thanks to you;
in painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
but you will eat the grain of the field.
19By the sweat of your brow youwill eat food
until you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust, and to dust you will return.”

20Theman named his wife Eve, because she was themother of all the living.
21The LORD Godmade garments from skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.
22And the LORDGod said, “Now that themanhas become like one of us, knowing good

and evil, he must not be allowed to stretch out his hand and take also from the tree of
life and eat, and live forever.”

23 So the LORD God expelled him from the orchard in Eden to cultivate the ground
fromwhich he had been taken.

24When he drove the man out, he placed on the eastern side of the orchard in Eden
angelic sentries who used the flame of a whirling sword to guard the way to the tree of
life.

4
1Now themanhadmarital relationswith hiswife Eve, and she became pregnant and

gave birth to Cain. Then she said, “I have created aman just as the LORD did!”
2 Then she gave birth to his brother Abel. Abel took care of the flocks, while Cain

cultivated the ground.
3At the designated time Cain brought some of the fruit of the ground for an offering

to the LORD.
4 But Abel brought some of the firstborn of his flock – even the fattest of them. And

the LORD was pleased with Abel and his offering,
5but with Cain and his offering he was not pleased. So Cain became very angry, and

his expression was downcast.
6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why is your expression

downcast?
7 Is it not true that if you dowhat is right, youwill be fine? But if you do not dowhat is

right, sin is crouching at the door. It desires to dominate you, but youmust subdue it.”
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8Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field,
Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” And he replied, “I don’t
know! Am Imy brother’s guardian?”

10 But the LORD said| strong="H0559", “What have you done? The voice of your
brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground!

11 So now, you are banished from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive
your brother’s blood from your hand.

12When you try to cultivate the
ground it will no longer yield its best for you. Youwill be a homelesswanderer on the

earth.”
13Then Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is too great to endure!
14Look! You are driving me off the land today, and I must hide from your presence. I

will be a homeless wanderer on the earth; whoever findsmewill kill me.”
15But the LORD said to him, “All right then, if anyone kills Cain, Cain will be avenged

seven times as much.” Then the LORD put a special mark on Cain so that no one who
found himwould strike him down.

16So Cainwent out from the presence of the LORD and lived in the land of Nod, east of
Eden.

The Beginning of Civilization
17Cain had marital relations with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth

to Enoch. Cain was building a city, and he named the city after his son Enoch.
18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael. Mehujael was the

father of Methushael, andMethushael was the father of Lamech.
19Lamech took two wives for himself; the name of the first was Adah, and the name

of the second was Zillah.
20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the first of those who live in tents and keep

livestock.
21The name of his brotherwas Jubal; hewas the first of all who play the harp and the

flute.
22Now Zillah also gave birth to Tubal-Cain, who heatedmetal and shaped all kinds of

tools made of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.
23Lamech said to his wives,

“Adah and Zillah! Listen to me!
You wives of Lamech, hear mywords!
I have killed aman for woundingme,
a youngman for hurtingme.
24 If Cain is to be avenged seven times as much,
then Lamech seventy-seven times!”

25 And Adam had marital relations with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son.
She named him Seth, saying, “God has given me another child in place of Abel because
Cain killed him.”

26And a sonwas also born to Seth, whomhe named Enosh. At that time people began
to worship the LORD.

5
1This is the record of the family line of Adam.
When God created humankind, hemade them in the likeness of God.
2He created them male and female; when they were created, he blessed them and

named them “humankind.”
3When Adam had lived 130 years he fathered a son in his own likeness, according to

his image, and he named him Seth.
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4 The length of time Adam lived after he became the father of Seth was 800 years;
during this time he had other sons and daughters.

5The entire lifetime of Adamwas 930 years, and then he died.
6When Seth had lived 105 years, he became the father of Enosh.
7Seth lived 807 years after he became the father of Enosh, and he had other sons and

daughters.
8The entire lifetime of Seth was 912 years, and then he died.
9When Enosh had lived 90 years, he became the father of Kenan.
10Enosh lived 815 years after he became the father of Kenan, and he had other sons

and daughters.
11The entire lifetime of Enosh was 905 years, and then he died.
12When Kenan had lived 70 years, he became the father of Mahalalel.
13 Kenan lived 840 years after he became the father of Mahalalel, and he had other

sons and daughters.
14The entire lifetime of Kenanwas 910 years, and then he died.
15WhenMahalalel had lived 65 years, he became the father of Jared.
16Mahalalel lived830years after hebecame the father of Jared, andhehadother sons

and daughters.
17The entire lifetime of Mahalalel was 895 years, and then he died.
18When Jared had lived 162 years, he became the father of Enoch.
19 Jared lived 800 years after he became the father of Enoch, and he had other sons

and daughters.
20The entire lifetime of Jared was 962 years, and then he died.
21When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah.
22After he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God for 300 years,

and he had other sons and daughters.
23The entire lifetime of Enoch was 365 years.
24Enoch walked with God, and then he disappeared because God took him away.
25WhenMethuselah had lived 187 years, he became the father of Lamech.
26Methuselah lived 782 years after he became the father of Lamech, andhehad other

sons and daughters.
27The entire lifetime of Methuselah was 969 years, and then he died.
28When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son.
29He named him Noah, saying, “This one will bring us comfort from our labor and

from the painful toil of our hands because of the ground that the LORD has cursed.”
30Lamech lived 595 years after he became the father of Noah, and he had other sons

and daughters.
31The entire lifetime of Lamech was 777 years, and then he died.
32After Noahwas 500 years old, he became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

6
1When humankind began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were

born to them,
2 the sons ofGod saw that thedaughters of humankindwerebeautiful. Thus they took

wives for themselves from any they chose.
3 So the LORD said, “My spirit will not remain in humankind indefinitely, since they

aremortal. They will remain for 120more years.”
4The Nephilim were on the earth in those days (and also after this) when the sons of

God were having sexual relations with the daughters of humankind, who gave birth to
their children. They were themighty heroes of old, the famousmen.
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5But the LORD saw that thewickedness of humankind had become great on the earth.
Every inclination of the thoughts of their minds was only evil all the time.

6 The LORD regretted that he had made humankind on the earth, and he was highly
offended.

7So the LORD said, “I will wipe humankind, whom I have created, from the face of the
earth – everything from humankind to animals, including creatures that move on the
ground and birds of the air, for I regret that I havemade them.”

8But Noah found favor in the sight of the LORD.
The Judgment of the Flood

9This is the account of Noah.
Noah was a godly man; he was blameless
among his contemporaries. He walked with God.
10Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11The earth was ruined in the sight of God; the earth was filled with violence.
12God saw the earth, and indeed it was ruined, for all living creatures on the earth

were sinful.
13So God said to Noah, “I have decided that all living creaturesmust die, for the earth

is filled with violence because of them. Now I am about to destroy them and the earth.
14Make for yourself an ark of cypresswood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it with

pitch inside and out.
15This is how you should make it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45

feet high.
16Make a roof for the ark and finish it, leaving 18 inches from the top. Put a door in

the side of the ark, andmake lower, middle, and upper decks.
17 I am about to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy from under the sky all the

living creatures that have the breath of life in them. Everything that is on the earthwill
die,

18 but I will confirm my covenant with you. You will enter the ark – you, your sons,
your wife, and your sons’wives with you.

19Youmust bring into the ark two of every kind of living creature from all flesh,male
and female, to keep them alive with you.

20 Of the birds after their kinds, and of the cattle after their kinds, and of every
creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every kind will come to you so you
can keep them alive.

21 And you must take for yourself every kind of food that is eaten, and gather it
together. It will be food for you and for them.

22And Noah did all that God commanded him – he did indeed.
7

1TheLORD said toNoah, “Come into the ark, youandall yourhousehold, for I consider
you godly among this generation.

2You must take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, the male and its mate,
two of every kind of unclean animal, the male and its mate,

3 and also seven of every kind of bird in the sky, male and female, to preserve their
offspring on the face of the earth.

4 For in seven days I will cause it to rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights,
and I will wipe from the face of the ground every living thing that I havemade.”

5And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.
6Noahwas 600 years old when the floodwaters engulfed the earth.
7Noah entered the ark along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives because of

the floodwaters.
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8 Pairs of clean animals, of unclean animals, of birds, and of everything that creeps
along the ground,

9male and female, came into the ark to Noah, just as God had commanded him.
10And after seven days the floodwaters engulfed the earth.
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth

day of the month – on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst open and the
floodgates of the heavens were opened.

12And the rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.
13On that very day Noah entered the ark, accompanied by his sons Shem, Ham, and

Japheth, along with his wife and his sons’ three wives.
14They entered, along with every living creature after its kind, every animal after its

kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after
its kind, everything with wings.

15Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life came into the ark to Noah.
16 Those that entered were male and female, just as God commanded him. Then the

LORD shut him in.
17The flood engulfed the earth for forty days. As the waters increased, they lifted the

ark and raised it above the earth.
18The waters completely overwhelmed the earth, and the ark floated on the surface

of the waters.
19 The waters completely inundated the earth so that even all the high mountains

under the entire sky were covered.
20The waters rose more than twenty feet above themountains.
21 And all living things that moved on the earth died, including the birds, domestic

animals, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all humankind.
22Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died.
23So theLORDdestroyed|strong="H4229" every living thing thatwas on the surface of

the ground, including people, animals, creatures that creep along the ground, andbirds
of the sky. They were wiped off the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in
the ark survived.

24The waters prevailed over the earth for 150 days.

8
1ButGod rememberedNoahandall thewild animals anddomestic animals thatwere

with him in the ark. God caused a wind to blow over the earth and the waters receded.
2 The fountains of the deep and the floodgates of heaven were closed, and the rain

stopped falling from the sky.
3Thewaters kept receding steadily from the earth, so that they had gone down by the

end of the 150 days.
4 On the seventeenth day of the seventh month, the ark came to rest on one of the

mountains of Ararat.
5 The waters kept on receding until the tenth month. On the first day of the tenth

month, the tops of themountains became visible.
6At the end of forty days, Noah opened the window he hadmade in the ark
7 and sent out a raven; it kept flying back and forth until the waters had dried up on

the earth.
8 Then Noah sent out a dove to see if the waters had receded from the surface of the

ground.
9 The dove could not find a resting place for its feet because water still covered the

surface of the entire earth, and so it returned to Noah in the ark. He stretched out his
hand, took the dove, and brought it back into the ark.

10Hewaited sevenmore days and then sent out the dove again from the ark.
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11When the dove returned to him in the evening, there was a freshly plucked olive
leaf in its beak! Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth.

12He waited another seven days and sent the dove out again, but it did not return to
him this time.

13 In Noah’s six hundred and first year, in the first day of the first month, the waters
had dried up from the earth, andNoah removed the covering from the ark and saw that
the surface of the groundwas dry.

14And by the twenty-seventh day of the secondmonth the earth was dry.
15Then God spoke to Noah and said,
16 “Come out of the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your sons’wives with you.
17Bring out with you all the living creatures that are with you. Bring out every living

thing, including the birds, animals, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.
Let them increase and be fruitful andmultiply on the earth!”

18Noahwent out along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’wives.
19Every living creature, every creeping thing, every bird, and everything that moves

on the earth went out of the ark in their groups.
20Noah built an altar to the LORD. He then took some of every kind of clean animal

and clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
21And the LORD smelled the soothing aroma and said to himself, “I will never again

curse the ground because of humankind, even though the inclination of their minds is
evil from childhood on. I will never again destroy everything that lives, as I have just
done.
22 “While the earth continues to exist,
planting time and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer andwinter,
and day and night will not cease.”

9
1Then God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful andmultiply and

fill the earth.
2 Every living creature of the earth and every bird of the sky will be terrified of you.

Everything that creepson thegroundandall thefishof the seaareunderyourauthority.
3You may eat any moving thing that lives. As I gave you the green plants, I now give

you everything.
4But youmust not eat meat with its life (that is, its blood) in it.
5 For your lifeblood I will surely exact punishment, from every living creature I

will exact punishment. From each person I will exact punishment for the life of the
individual since themanwas his relative.
6 “Whoever sheds human blood,
by other humans
must his blood be shed;
for in God’s image
God has made humankind.”

7 But as for you, be fruitful and multiply; increase abundantly on the earth and
multiply on it.”

8God said to Noah and his sons,
9 “Look! I now confirmmy covenant with you and your descendants after you
10 and with every living creature that is with you, including the birds, the domestic

animals, and every living creature of the earth with you, all those that came out of the
ark with you – every living creature of the earth.
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11 I confirmmy covenant with you: Never again will all living things be wiped out by
the waters of a flood; never again will a flood destroy the earth.”

12 And God said, “This is the guarantee of the covenant I am making with you and
every living creature with you, a covenant for all subsequent generations:

13 Iwill placemyrainbowin theclouds, and itwill becomeaguaranteeof thecovenant
betweenme and the earth.

14Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds,
15 then I will remember my covenant with you and with all living creatures of all

kinds. Never again will the waters become a flood and destroy all living things.
16 When the rainbow is in the clouds, I will notice it and remember the perpetual

covenant between God and all living creatures of all kinds that are on the earth.”
17 So God said to Noah, “This is the guarantee of the covenant that I am confirming

betweenme and all living things that are on the earth.”
The Curse of Canaan

18 The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Now
Hamwas the father of Canaan.)

19These were the sons of Noah, and from them the whole earth was populated.
20Noah, a man of the soil, began to plant a vineyard.
21When he drank some of the wine, he got drunk and uncovered himself inside his

tent.
22Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness and told his two brothers

whowere outside.
23 Shem and Japheth took the garment and placed it on their shoulders. Then they

walked in backwards and covered up their father’s nakedness. Their faceswere turned
the other way so they did not see their father’s nakedness.

24WhenNoah awoke from his drunken stupor he learnedwhat his youngest son had
done to him.

25 So he said,
“Cursed be Canaan!
The lowest of slaves
he will be to his brothers.”

26He also said,
“Worthy of praise is the LORD, the God of Shem!
May Canaan be the slave of Shem!
27May God enlarge Japheth’s territory and numbers!
May he live in the tents of Shem
andmay Canaan be his slave!”

28After the flood Noah lived 350 years.
29The entire lifetime of Noahwas 950 years, and then he died.

10
1This is the account of Noah’s sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sonswere born to them

after the flood.
2The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.
3The sons of Gomer were Askenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.
4The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim, and the Dodanim.
5From these the coastlands of the nations were separated into their lands, every one

according to its language, according to their families, by their nations.
6The sons of Hamwere Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
7 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of

Raamahwere Sheba and Dedan.
8Cush was the father of Nimrod; he began to be a valiant warrior on the earth.
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9He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. (That is why it is said, “Like Nimrod, a
mighty hunter before the LORD.”)

10 The primary regions of his kingdom were Babel, Erech, Akkad, and Calneh in the
land of Shinar.

11From that land he went to Assyria, where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah,
12and Resen, which is between Nineveh and the great city Calah.
13Mizraimwas the father of the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites,
14Pathrusites, Casluhites (fromwhom the Philistines came), and Caphtorites.
15Canaanwas the father of Sidon his firstborn, Heth,
16 the Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites,
17Hivites, Arkites, Sinites,
18 Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites. Eventually the families of the Canaanites

were scattered
19and the borders of Canaan extended from Sidon all theway to Gerar as far as Gaza,

and all the way to Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.
20These are the sons ofHam, according to their families, according to their languages,

by their lands, and by their nations.
21And sonswere also born to Shem (the older brother of Japheth), the father of all the

sons of Eber.
22The sons of Shemwere Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.
23The sons of Aramwere Uz, Hul, Gether, andMash.
24Arphaxad was the father of Shelah, and Shelah was the father of Eber.
25 Two sons were born to Eber: One was named Peleg because in his days the earth

was divided, and his brother’s namewas Joktan.
26 Joktan was the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,
27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28Obal, Abimael, Sheba,
29Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were sons of Joktan.
30Their dwelling place was fromMesha all the way to Sephar in the eastern hills.
31Theseare the sonsof Shemaccording to their families, according to their languages,

by their lands, and according to their nations.
32These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, by their

nations, and from these the nations spread over the earth after the flood.

11
1The whole earth had a common language and a common vocabulary.
2When the people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.
3Then they said to one another, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.”

(They had brick instead of stone and tar instead of mortar.)
4 Then they said, “Come, let’s build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the

heavens so that we may make a name for ourselves. Otherwise we will be scattered
across the face of the entire earth.”

5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the people had started
building.

6And theLORD said, “If as onepeople all sharing a common language theyhavebegun
to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be beyond them.

7Come, let’s go down and confuse their language so theywon’t be able to understand
each other.”

8 So the LORD scattered them from there across the face of the entire earth, and they
stopped building the city.
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9 That is why its name was called Babel – because there the LORD confused the
language of the entire world, and from there the LORD scattered them across the face
of the entire earth.

The Genealogy of Shem
10This is the account of Shem.
Shemwas 100 old when he became the father of Arphaxad, two years after the flood.
11 And after becoming the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years and had other

sons and daughters.
12When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became the father of Shelah.
13And after he became the father of Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other

sons and daughters.
14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the father of Eber.
15And after he became the father of Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and had other sons

and daughters.
16When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the father of Peleg.
17And after he became the father of Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and had other sons

and daughters.
18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the father of Reu.
19Andafter he became the father of Reu, Peleg lived 209 years andhadother sons and

daughters.
20When Reu had lived 32 years, he became the father of Serug.
21 And after he became the father of Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other sons

and daughters.
22When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the father of Nahor.
23And after he became the father of Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and had other sons

and daughters.
24When Nahor had lived 29 years, he became the father of Terah.
25And after he became the father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and had other sons

and daughters.
26When Terah had lived 70 years, he became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.
The Record of Terah

27This is the account of Terah.
Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran. And Haran became the father

of Lot.
28Haran died in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans, while his father Terah

was still alive.
29And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves. The name of Abram’s wife was

Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, the
father of bothMilcah and Iscah.

30But Sarai was barren; she had no children.
31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (the son of Haran), and his daughter-

in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and with them he set out from Ur of the Chaldeans
to go to Canaan. When they came to Haran, they settled there.

32The lifetime of Terah was 205 years, and he died in Haran.

12
1Now the LORD said to Abram,
“Go out from your country, your relatives, and your father’s household
to the land that I will show you.
2Then I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you,
and I will make your name great,
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so that you will exemplify divine blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
but the one who treats you lightly I must curse,
and all the families of the earth will bless one another by your name.”

4 So Abram left, just as the LORD had told him to do, and Lot went with him. (Now
Abramwas 75 years old when he departed fromHaran.)

5 And Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all the possessions they had
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they left for the land of
Canaan. They entered the land of Canaan.

6Abram traveled through the land as far as the oak tree ofMoreh at Shechem. (At that
time the Canaanites were in the land.)

7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.”
So Abram built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.

8Thenhemoved from there to thehill country east of Bethel andpitchedhis tent,with
Bethel on thewest andAi on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD andworshiped
the LORD.

9Abram continually journeyed by stages down to the Negev.
The Promised Blessing Jeopardized

10 There was a famine in the land, so Abram went down to Egypt to stay for a while
because the famine was severe.

11 As he approached Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “Look, I know that you are a
beautiful woman.

12When the Egyptians see you they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me
but will keep you alive.

13 So tell them you are my sister so that it may go well for me because of you and my
life will be spared on account of you.”

14WhenAbramentered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that thewomanwas very beautiful.
15WhenPharaoh’s officials sawher, theypraisedher toPharaoh. SoAbram’swifewas

taken into the household of Pharaoh,
16 and he did treat Abram well on account of her. Abram received sheep and cattle,

male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels.
17 But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his household with severe diseases because of

Sarai, Abram’s wife.
18 So Pharaoh summoned Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why

didn’t you tell me that she was your wife?
19Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her to be my wife? Here is your

wife! Take her and go!”
20 Pharaoh gave his men orders about Abram, and so they expelled him, along with

his wife and all his possessions.

13
1SoAbramwentup fromEgypt into theNegev. He tookhiswife andall his possessions

with him, as well as Lot.
2 (Now Abramwas very wealthy in livestock, silver, and gold.)
3And he journeyed from place to place from the Negev as far as Bethel. He returned

to the place where he had pitched his tent at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai.
4Thiswas the placewhere he had first built the altar, and there Abramworshiped the

LORD.
5Now Lot, who was traveling with Abram, also had flocks, herds, and tents.
6 But the land could not support them while they were living side by side. Because

their possessions were so great, they were not able to live alongside one another.
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7 So there were quarrels between Abram’s herdsmen and Lot’s herdsmen. (Now the
Canaanites and the Perizzites were living in the land at that time.)

8Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no quarreling between me and you, and between
my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are close relatives.

9 Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself now from me. If you go to the
left, then I’ll go to the right, but if you go to the right, then I’ll go to the left.”

10Lot looked up and saw the whole region of the Jordan. He noticed that all of it was
well-watered (before the LORD obliterated SodomandGomorrah) like the garden of the
LORD, like the land of Egypt, all the way to Zoar.

11Lot chose for himself the whole region of the Jordan and traveled toward the east.
So the relatives separated from each other.
12Abram settled in the land of Canaan, but Lot settled among the cities of the Jordan

plain and pitched his tents next to Sodom.
13 (Now the people of Sodomwere extremely wicked rebels against the LORD.)
14After Lot had departed, the LORD said to Abram, “Look from the place where you

stand to the north, south, east, and west.
15 I will give all the land that you see to you and your descendants forever.
16And Iwillmake your descendants like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone is able

to count the dust of the earth, then your descendants also can be counted.
17Get up andwalk throughout the land, for I will give it to you.”
18So Abrammoved his tents andwent to live by the oaks ofMamre inHebron, and he

built an altar to the LORD there.

14
1 At that time Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of

Elam, and Tidal king of nations
2went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of

Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).
3These last five kings joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea).
4 For twelve years they had served Kedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they

rebelled.
5 In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings who were his allies came and

defeated the Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, the Emites in Shaveh
Kiriathaim,

6 and the Horites in their hill country of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is near the
desert.

7 Then they attacked En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh) again, and they conquered all the
territory of the Amalekites, as well as the Amorites whowere living in Hazazon Tamar.

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and prepared for battle. In the
Valley of Siddim theymet

9 Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and
Arioch king of Ellasar. Four kings fought against five.

10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits. When the kings of Sodom and
Gomorrah fled, they fell into them, but some survivors fled to the hills.

11The four victorious kings took all the possessions and food of SodomandGomorrah
and left.

12They also took Abram’s nephewLot and his possessionswhen they left, for Lot was
living in Sodom.
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13 A fugitive came and told Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living by the oaks
of Mamre the Amorite, the brother of Eshcol and Aner. (All these were allied by treaty
with Abram.)

14When Abram heard that his nephew had been taken captive, he mobilized his 318
trained men who had been born in his household, and he pursued the invaders as far
as Dan.

15Then, during the night, Abram divided his forces against them and defeated them.
He chased them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus.

16He retrieved all the stolen property. He also brought back his nephew Lot and his
possessions, as well as the women and the rest of the people.

17After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings who were with
him, the king of Sodomwent out to meet Abram in the Valley of Shaveh (known as the
King’s Valley).

18Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (Now he was the priest of
the Most High God.)

19He blessed Abram, saying,
“Blessed be Abram by theMost High God,
Creator of heaven and earth.
20Worthy of praise is the Most High God,
who delivered your enemies into your hand.”
Abram gaveMelchizedek a tenth of everything.
21Then thekingof Sodomsaid toAbram, “Giveme thepeople and take thepossessions

for yourself.”
22ButAbramreplied to the king of Sodom, “I raisemyhand to the LORD, theMostHigh

God, Creator of heaven and earth, and vow
23 that I will take nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the strap of a sandal.

That way you can never say, ‘It is I whomade Abram rich.’
24 I will take nothing except compensation forwhat the youngmenhave eaten. As for

the share of themenwhowent withme –Aner, Eshcol, andMamre – let them take their
share.”

15
1After these things thewordof theLORD came toAbram inavision: “Fearnot, Abram!

I am your shield and the one whowill reward you in great abundance.”
2 But Abram said, “O sovereign LORD, what will you give me since I continue to be

childless, andmy heir is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3 Abram added, “Since you have not given me a descendant, then look, one born in

my house will be my heir!”
4 But look, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but

instead a son who comes from your own body will be your heir.”
5 The LORD took|strong="H3318" him outside and said, “Gaze into the sky and count

the stars – if you are able to count them!” Thenhe said to him, “Sowill your descendants
be.”

6Abrambelieved the LORD, and the LORD considered|strong="H2803" his response of
faith as proof of genuine loyalty.

7The LORD said|strong="H0559" to him, “I am the LORDwho brought you out fromUr
of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.”

8But Abram said, “O sovereign LORD, by what can I know that I am to possess it?”
9The LORD said|strong="H0559" to him, “Take forme a heifer, a goat, and a ram, each

three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”
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10 So Abram took all these for him and then cut them in two and placed each half
opposite the other, but he did not cut the birds in half.

11When birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
12When the sunwent down, Abram fell sound asleep, and great terror overwhelmed

him.
13 Then the LORD said| strong="H0559" to Abram, “Know for certain that your

descendantswill be strangers in a foreign country. Theywill be enslavedandoppressed
for four hundred years.

14But I will execute judgment on the nation that they will serve. Afterward they will
come out withmany possessions.

15 But as for you, you will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old
age.

16 In the fourth generation your descendants will return here, for the sin of the
Amorites has not yet reached its limit.”

17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking firepot with a flaming
torch passed between the animal parts.

18 That day the LORD made a covenant with Abram: “To your descendants I give this
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates River –

19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites,
20Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites,
21Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”

16
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had not given birth to any children, but she had an

Egyptian servant named Hagar.
2 So Sarai said to Abram, “Since the LORD has prevented me from having children,

have sexual relations withmy servant. Perhaps I can have a family by her.” Abram did
what Sarai told him.

3 So after Abram had lived in Canaan for ten years, Sarai, Abram’s wife, gave Hagar,
her Egyptian servant, to her husband to be his wife.

4He had sexual relationswith Hagar, and she became pregnant. OnceHagar realized
she was pregnant, she despised Sarai.

5ThenSarai said toAbram, “Youhavebrought thiswrongonme! I allowedmyservant
to have sexual relations with you, but when she realized that she was pregnant, she
despisedme. May the LORD judge between you andme!”

6Abram said to Sarai, “Since your servant is under your authority, do to herwhatever
you think best.” Then Sarai treated Hagar harshly, so she ran away from Sarai.

7The LORD’S angel found Hagar near a spring of water in the desert – the spring that
is along the road to Shur.

8He said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you
going?” She replied, “I’m running away frommymistress, Sarai.”

9 Then the LORD’S angel said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her
authority.

10 I will greatlymultiply your descendants,” the LORD’S angel added, “so that theywill
be too numerous to count.”

11Then the LORD’S angel said to her,
“You are now pregnant
and are about to give birth to a son.
You are to name him Ishmael,
for the LORD has heard your painful groans.
12Hewill be a wild donkey of a man.
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Hewill be hostile to everyone,
and everyone will be hostile to him.
He will live away from his brothers.”

13SoHagar named the LORDwho spoke to her, “You are the Godwho seesme,” for she
said, “Here I have seen one who sees me!”

14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi. (It is located between Kadesh and
Bered.)

15 So Hagar gave birth to Abram’s son, whomAbram named Ishmael.
16 (Now Abramwas 86 years old when Hagar gave birth to Ishmael.)

17
1 When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the

sovereign God. Walk before me and be blameless.
2Then Iwill confirmmycovenantbetweenmeandyou, and Iwill giveyouamultitude

of descendants.”
3Abram bowed downwith his face to the ground, and God said to him,
4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of a multitude of

nations.
5No longerwill your name be Abram. Instead, your namewill be Abrahambecause I

will make you the father of a multitude of nations.
6 Iwillmakeyouextremely fruitful. Iwillmakenations of you, andkingswill descend

from you.
7 I will confirm my covenant as a perpetual covenant between me and you. It will

extend to your descendants after you throughout their generations. I will be your God
and the God of your descendants after you.

8 I will give the whole land of Canaan – the land where you are now residing – to you
and your descendants after you as a permanent possession. I will be their God.”

9Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, youmust keep the covenantal requirement
I am imposing on you and your descendants after you throughout their generations.

10This is my requirement that you and your descendants after youmust keep: Every
male among youmust be circumcised.

11 You must circumcise the flesh of your foreskins. This will be a reminder of the
covenant betweenme and you.

12 Throughout your generations every male among you who is eight days old must
be circumcised, whether born in your house or bought withmoney from any foreigner
who is not one of your descendants.

13 They must indeed be circumcised, whether born in your house or bought with
money. The sign of my covenant will be visible in your flesh as a permanent reminder.

14Any uncircumcisedmale who has not been circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin
will be cut off from his people – he has failed to carry out my requirement.”

15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for your wife, you must no longer call her Sarai;
Sarah will be her name.

16 I will bless her and will give you a son through her. I will bless her and she will
become amother of nations. Kings of countries will come from her!”

17Then Abraham bowed down with his face to the ground and laughed as he said to
himself, “Cana sonbeborn to amanwho is a hundred years old? Can Sarahbear a child
at the age of ninety?”

18Abraham said to God, “O that Ishmael might live before you!”
19God said, “No, Sarah your wife is going to bear you a son, and you will name him

Isaac. I will confirmmy covenantwith himas a perpetual covenant for his descendants
after him.
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20As for Ishmael, I have heard you. I will indeed bless him, make him fruitful, and
give him amultitude of descendants. Hewill become the father of twelve princes; I will
make him into a great nation.

21But I will establishmy covenant with Isaac, whom Sarahwill bear to you at this set
time next year.”

22When he finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.
23Abraham took his son Ishmael and every male in his household (whether born in

his house or bought with money) and circumcised them on that very same day, just as
God had told him to do.

24NowAbrahamwas 99 years old when he was circumcised;
25his son Ishmael was thirteen years old when he was circumcised.
26Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised on the very same day.
27All themen of his household, whether born in his household or boughtwithmoney

from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.

18
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre while he was sitting at the

entrance to his tent during the hottest time of the day.
2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing across from him. When he saw

them he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
3He said, “My lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by and leave your

servant.
4 Let a little water be brought so that you may all wash your feet and rest under the

tree.
5And letme get a bit of food so that youmay refresh yourselves since youhave passed

by your servant’s home. After that you may be on your way.” “All right,” they replied,
“youmay do as you say.”

6So Abrahamhurried into the tent and said to Sarah, “Quick! Take threemeasures of
fine flour, knead it, andmake bread.”

7Then Abraham ran to the herd and chose a fine, tender calf, and gave it to a servant,
who quickly prepared it.

8Abrahamthen took somecurdsandmilk, alongwith the calf thathadbeenprepared,
and placed the food before them. They ate while he was standing near them under a
tree.

9Then they asked him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” He replied, “There, in the tent.”
10One of them said, “I will surely return to you when the season comes round again,

and your wife Sarah will have a son!” (Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the
tent, not far behind him.

11Abraham and Sarahwere old and advancing in years; Sarah had long since passed
menopause.)

12 So Sarah laughed to herself, thinking, “After I am worn out will I have pleasure,
especially whenmy husband is old too?”

13The LORD said to Abraham, “Whydid Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child
when I am old?’

14 Is anything impossible for the LORD? I will return to you when the season comes
round again and Sarah will have a son.”

15 Then Sarah lied, saying, “I did not laugh,” because she was afraid. But the LORD
said|strong="H0559", “No! You did laugh.”

AbrahamPleads for Sodom
16When the men got up to leave, they looked out over Sodom. (Now Abraham was

walking with them to see them on their way.)
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17Then the LORD said, “Should I hide from Abrahamwhat I am about to do?
18 After all, Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all the

nations on the earth will pronounce blessings on one another using his name.
19 I have chosen him so that he may command his children and his household after

him to keep theway of the LORD by doingwhat is right and just. Then the LORDwill give
to Abrahamwhat he promised him.”

20So the LORD said, “The outcry against SodomandGomorrah is so great and their sin
so blatant

21 that I must go down and see if they are as wicked as the outcry suggests. If not, I
want to know.”

22 The two men turned and headed toward Sodom, but Abraham was still standing
before the LORD.

23 Abraham approached and said, “Will you sweep away the godly along with the
wicked?

24What if there are fifty godly people in the city? Will you really wipe it out and not
spare the place for the sake of the fifty godly people who are in it?

25Far be it from you to do such a thing – to kill the godly with the wicked, treating the
godly and the wicked alike! Far be it from you! Will not the judge of the whole earth do
what is right?”

26So the LORD replied, “If I find in the city of Sodomfifty godly people, I will spare the
whole place for their sake.”

27ThenAbrahamasked, “Since I have undertaken to speak to the Lord (although I am
but dust and ashes),

28what if there are five less than the fifty godly people? Will you destroy the whole
city because five are lacking?” He replied, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”

29 Abraham spoke to him again, “What if forty are found there?” He replied, “I will
not do it for the sake of the forty.”

30Then Abraham said, “May the Lord not be angry so that I may speak! What if thirty
are found there?” He replied, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”

31Abraham said, “Since I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty
are found there?” He replied, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the twenty.”

32 Finally Abraham said, “May the Lord not be angry so that I may speak just once
more. What if ten are found there?” He replied, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the
ten.”

33 The LORD went on his way when he had finished speaking to Abraham. Then
Abraham returned home.

19
1 The two angels came to Sodom in the evening while Lot was sitting in the city’s

gateway. When Lot saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face
toward the ground.

2He said, “Here, my lords, please turn aside to your servant’s house. Stay the night
and wash your feet. Then you can be on your way early in the morning.” “No,” they
replied, “we’ll spend the night in the town square.”

3Butheurged thempersistently, so they turnedasidewithhimandenteredhis house.
He prepared a feast for them, including bread baked without yeast, and they ate.

4 Before they could lie down to sleep, all the men – both young and old, from every
part of the city of Sodom – surrounded the house.

5They shouted to Lot, “Where are the menwho came to you tonight? Bring them out
to us so we can have sex with them!”

6Lot went outside to them, shutting the door behind him.
7He said, “No, my brothers! Don’t act so wickedly!



Genesis 19:8 20 Genesis 19:30

8 Look, I have two daughters who have never had sexual relations with a man. Let
me bring them out to you, and you can do to them whatever you please. Only don’t do
anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”

9 “Out of our way!” they cried, and “This man came to live here as a foreigner, and
nowhe dares to judge us! We’ll domore harm to you than to them!” They kept pressing
in on Lot until they were close enough to break down the door.

10 So the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house as they shut the
door.

11Then they struck the men who were at the door of the house, from the youngest to
the oldest, with blindness. Themen outsidewore themselves out trying to find the door.

12 Then the two visitors said to Lot, “Who else do you have here? Do you have any
sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or other relatives in the city? Get them out of this place

13because we are about to destroy it. The outcry against this place is so great before
the LORD that he has sent us to destroy it.”

14 Then Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law who were going to marry his
daughters. He said, “Quick, get out of this place because the LORD is about to destroy
the city!” But his sons-in-law thought he was ridiculing them.

15At dawn the angels hurried Lot along, saying, “Get going! Take your wife and your
two daughters who are here, or else you will be destroyed when the city is judged!”

16When Lot hesitated, the men grabbed his hand and the hands of his wife and two
daughters because the LORD had compassion on them. They led them away and placed
them outside the city.

17When they had brought them outside, they said, “Run for your lives! Don’t look
behind you or stop anywhere in the valley! Escape to the mountains or you will be
destroyed!”

18But Lot said to them, “No, please, Lord!
19Your servant has found favor with you, and you have shownme great kindness by

sparing my life. But I am not able to escape to the mountains because this disaster will
overtakeme and I’ll die.

20Look, this town over here is close enough to escape to, and it’s just a little one. Let
me go there. It’s just a little place, isn’t it? Then I’ll survive.”

21“Verywell,”hereplied, “Iwill grant this request tooandwill notoverthrowthe town
youmentioned.

22Run there quickly, for I cannot do anything until you arrive there.” (This incident
explains why the townwas called Zoar.)

23The sun had just risen over the land as Lot reached Zoar.
24 Then the LORD rained down sulfur and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah. It was sent

down from the sky by the LORD.
25So he overthrew those cities and all that region, including all the inhabitants of the

cities and the vegetation that grew from the ground.
26But Lot’s wife looked back longingly and was turned into a pillar of salt.
27 Abraham got up early in the morning and went to the place where he had stood

before the LORD.
28He looked out toward Sodom and Gomorrah and all the land of that region. As he

did so, he saw the smoke rising up from the land like smoke from a furnace.
29 So when God destroyed the cities of the region, God honored Abraham’s request.

He removed Lot from themidst of the destructionwhen he destroyed the cities Lot had
lived in.

30Lotwentup fromZoarwithhis twodaughters and settled in themountains because
he was afraid to live in Zoar. So he lived in a cave with his two daughters.
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31Later the older daughter said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is noman
anywherenearby tohave sexual relationswithus, according to thewayof all theworld.

32Come, let’s make our father drunk with wine so we can have sexual relations with
him and preserve our family line through our father.”

33So that night theymade their father drunkwithwine, and the older daughter came
and had sexual relations with her father. But he was not aware that she had sexual
relations with him and then got up.

34 So in the morning the older daughter said to the younger, “Since I had sexual
relationswithmy father last night, let’smakehimdrunkagain tonight. Thenyougoand
have sexual relations with him so we can preserve our family line through our father.”

35 So they made their father drunk that night as well, and the younger one came and
had sexual relations with him. But hewas not aware that she had sexual relations with
him and then got up.

36 In this way both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their father.
37The older daughter gave birth to a son and named himMoab. He is the ancestor of

the Moabites of today.
38The younger daughter also gave birth to a son and named himBen-Ammi. He is the

ancestor of the Ammonites of today.

20
1Abraham journeyed from there to theNegev regionand settledbetweenKadeshand

Shur. While he lived as a temporary resident in Gerar,
2Abraham said about his wife Sarah, “She is my sister.” So Abimelech, king of Gerar,

sent for Sarah and took her.
3ButGod appeared toAbimelech in a dreamat night and said to him, “You are as good

as dead because of the woman you have taken, for she is someone else’s wife.”
4Now Abimelech had not gone near her. He said, “Lord, would you really slaughter

an innocent nation?
5DidAbrahamnot say tome, ‘She ismysister’? Andsheherself said, ‘He ismybrother.’

I have done this with a clear conscience and with innocent hands!”
6 Then in the dream God replied to him, “Yes, I know that you have done this with a

clear conscience. That iswhy I have kept you from sinning againstme andwhy I did not
allow you to touch her.

7But now give back the man’s wife. Indeed he is a prophet and he will pray for you;
thus you will live. But if you don’t give her back, know that you will surely die along
with all who belong to you.”

8 Early in the morning Abimelech summoned all his servants. When he told them
about all these things, they were terrified.

9Abimelech summoned Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? What
sin did I commit against you that would cause you to bring such great guilt on me and
my kingdom? You have done things to me that should not be done!”

10Then Abimelech asked Abraham, “What prompted you to do this thing?”
11Abraham replied, “Because I thought, ‘Surely no one fears God in this place. They

will kill me because of mywife.’
12What’s more, she is indeed my sister, my father’s daughter, but not my mother’s

daughter. She becamemywife.
13WhenGodmademewander frommy father’s house, I toldher, ‘This iswhat you can

do to show your loyalty to me: Every place we go, say about me, “He is my brother.” ’ ”
14 So Abimelech gave sheep, cattle, and male and female servants to Abraham. He

also gave his wife Sarah back to him.
15Then Abimelech said, “Look, my land is before you; live wherever you please.”
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16 To Sarah he said, “Look, I have given a thousand pieces of silver to your ‘brother.’
This is compensation for you so that you will stand vindicated before all who are with
you.”

17Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, as well as his wife and female
slaves so that they were able to have children.

18 For the LORD had caused infertility to strike every woman in the household of
Abimelech because he took Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

21
1The LORD visited Sarah just as he had said he would and did for Sarah what he had

promised.
2 So Sarah became pregnant and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the appointed

time that God had told him.
3Abraham named his son –whom Sarah bore to him – Isaac.
4When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him just as God had

commanded him to do.
5 (Now Abrahamwas a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.)
6Sarah said, “Godhasmademe laugh. Everyonewhohears about thiswill laughwith

me.”
7 She went on to say, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse

children? Yet I have given birth to a son for him in his old age!”
8 The child grew and was weaned. Abraham prepared a great feast on the day that

Isaac was weaned.
9But Sarah noticed the son of Hagar the Egyptian – the sonwhomHagar had borne to

Abraham –mocking.
10 So she said to Abraham, “Banish that slave woman and her son, for the son of that

slave womanwill not be an heir along withmy son Isaac!”
11 Sarah’s demand displeased Abraham greatly because Ishmael was his son.
12But God said to Abraham, “Do not be upset about the boy or your slave wife. Do all

that Sarah is telling you because through Isaac your descendants will be counted.
13 But I will also make the son of the slave wife into a great nation, for he is your

descendant too.”
14Early in the morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them

to Hagar. He put them on her shoulders, gave her the child, and sent her away. So she
went wandering aimlessly through the wilderness of Beer Sheba.

15When thewater in the skinwas gone, she shoved the child under one of the shrubs.
16Then shewent and sat down by herself across fromhim at quite a distance, about a

bowshot away; for she thought, “I refuse to watch the child die.” So she sat across from
him andwept uncontrollably.

17But God heard the boy’s voice. The angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and
asked her, “What is thematter, Hagar? Don’t be afraid, for Godhas heard the boy’s voice
right where he is crying.

18Get up! Help the boy up and hold him by the hand, for I will make him into a great
nation.”

19 Then God enabled Hagar to see a well of water. She went over and filled the skin
with water, and then gave the boy a drink.

20Godwaswith the boy as he grew. He lived in thewilderness and became an archer.
21He lived in thewilderness of Paran. Hismother found awife for him from the land

of Egypt.
22At that time Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, said to Abraham,

“God is with you in all that you do.
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23 Now swear to me right here in God’s name that you will not deceive me, my
children, or my descendants. Show me, and the land where you are staying, the same
loyalty that I have shown you.”

24Abraham said, “I swear to do this.”
25But Abraham lodged a complaint against Abimelech concerning a well that Abim-

elech’s servants had seized.
26 “I do not know who has done this thing,” Abimelech replied. “Moreover, you did

not tell me. I did not hear about it until today.”
27Abraham took some sheep and cattle and gave them toAbimelech. The two of them

made a treaty.
28Then Abraham set seven ewe lambs apart from the flock by themselves.
29 Abimelech asked Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs that

you have set apart?”
30He replied, “Youmust take these seven ewe lambs frommyhand as legal proof that

I dug this well.”
31That iswhyhenamed that placeBeer Sheba, because the twoof themswore anoath

there.
32 So they made a treaty at Beer Sheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol, the commander

of his army, returned to the land of the Philistines.
33Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer Sheba. There heworshiped the LORD, the

eternal God.
34 So Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines for quite some time.

22
1Some timeafter these thingsGod testedAbraham. He said tohim, “Abraham!” “Here

I am!” Abraham replied.
2God said, “Take your son – your only son, whom you love, Isaac – and go to the land

of Moriah! Offer him up there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I will
indicate to you.”

3 Early in the morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took two of his
young servants with him, along with his son Isaac. When he had cut the wood for the
burnt offering, he started out for the place God had spoken to him about.

4On the third day Abraham caught sight of the place in the distance.
5So he said to his servants, “You two stay herewith the donkeywhile the boy and I go

up there. Wewill worship and then return to you.”
6Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. Then he

took the fire and the knife in his hand, and the two of themwalked on together.
7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father?” “What is it, my son?” he replied.

“Here is the fire and the wood,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt
offering?”

8 “God will provide for himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son,” Abraham
replied. The two of them continued on together.

9When they came to the place God had told him about, Abraham built the altar there
and arranged the wood on it. Next he tied up his son Isaac and placed him on the altar
on top of the wood.

10Then Abraham reached out his hand, took the knife, and prepared to slaughter his
son.

11 But the LORD’S angel called to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I
am!” he answered.

12 “Do not harm the boy!” the angel said. “Do not do anything to him, for now I know
that you fear God because you did not withhold your son, your only son, fromme.”
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13Abraham looked up and saw behind him a ram caught in the bushes by its horns.
So hewent over and got the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.

14And Abraham called the name of that place “The LORD provides.” It is said to this
day, “In themountain of the LORD provision will be made.”

15The LORD’s angel called to Abraham a second time from heaven
16and said, “ ‘I solemnly swear bymy ownname,’ decrees the LORD, ‘that because you

have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,
17 I will indeed bless you, and I will greatly multiply your descendants so that they

will be as countless as the stars in the sky or the grains of sand on the seashore. Your
descendants will take possession of the strongholds of their enemies.

18Because you have obeyedme, all the nations of the earth will pronounce blessings
on one another using the name of your descendants.’ ”

19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set out together for Beer Sheba
where Abraham stayed.

20 After these things Abraham was told, “Milcah also has borne children to your
brother Nahor –

21Uz the firstborn, his brother Buz, Kemuel (the father of Aram),
22Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.”
23 (Now Bethuel became the father of Rebekah.) These were the eight sons Milcah

bore to Abraham’s brother Nahor.
24His concubine, whose namewas Reumah, also bore him children – Tebah, Gaham,

Tahash, andMaacah.

23
1 Sarah lived 127 years.
2Then she died inKiriathArba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. Abrahamwent

to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.
3Then Abraham got up frommourning his dead wife and said to the sons of Heth,
4 “I am a temporary settler among you. Grant me ownership of a burial site among

you so that I may burymy dead.”
5The sons of Heth answered Abraham,
6 “Listen, sir, you are a mighty prince among us! You may bury your dead in the

choicest of our tombs. None of us will refuse you his tomb to prevent you from burying
your dead.”

7Abraham got up and bowed down to the local people, the sons of Heth.
8Then he said to them, “If you agree that I may bury my dead, then hear me out. Ask

Ephron the son of Zohar
9 if he will sell me the cave of Machpelah that belongs to him; it is at the end of his

field. Let him sell it tome publicly for the full price, so that Imay own it as a burial site.”
10 (Now Ephron was sitting among the sons of Heth.) Ephron the Hethite replied to

Abraham in the hearing of the sons of Heth – before all who entered the gate of his city
–

11 “No, my lord! Hear me out. I sell you both the field and the cave that is in it. In the
presence of my people I sell it to you. Bury your dead.”

12Abraham bowed before the local people
13 and said to Ephron in their hearing, “Hear me, if you will. I pay to you the price of

the field. Take it fromme so that I may burymy dead there.”
14Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him,
15 “Hear me, my lord. The land is worth 400 pieces of silver, but what is that between

me and you? So bury your dead.”
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16SoAbrahamagreed toEphron’spriceandweighedout forhimtheprice thatEphron
had quoted in the hearing of the sons of Heth – 400 pieces of silver, according to the
standardmeasurement at the time.

17 So Abraham secured Ephron’s field in Machpelah, next to Mamre, including the
field, the cave that was in it, and all the trees that were in the field and all around its
border,

18 as his property in the presence of the sons of Heth before all who entered the gate
of Ephron’s city.

19After this Abrahamburied hiswife Sarah in the cave in the field ofMachpelah next
to Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

20 So Abraham secured the field and the cave that was in it as a burial site from the
sons of Heth.

24
1 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years, and the LORD had blessed him in

everything.
2Abraham said to his servant, the senior one in his household who was in charge of

everything he had, “Put your hand undermy thigh
3 so that I may make you solemnly promise by the LORD, the God of heaven and the

God of the earth: You must not acquire a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I am living.

4Youmustgo instead tomycountryand tomyrelatives tofindawife formyson Isaac.”
5 The servant asked him, “What if the woman is not willing to come back with me to

this land? Must I then take your son back to the land fromwhich you came?”
6 “Be careful never to takemy son back there!” Abraham told him.
7 “The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and the land

of my relatives, promised me with a solemn oath, ‘To your descendants I will give this
land.’ He will send his angel before you so that you may find a wife for my son from
there.

8But if thewoman is notwilling to comebackwith you, youwill be free from this oath
of mine. But youmust not takemy son back there!”

9 So the servant placed his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and gave his
solemn promise he would carry out his wishes.

10Then the servant took ten of hismaster’s camels and departedwith all kinds of gifts
from his master at his disposal. He journeyed to the region of Aram Naharaim and the
city of Nahor.

11He made the camels kneel down by the well outside the city. It was evening, the
time when the womenwould go out to drawwater.

12He prayed, “O LORD, God of mymaster Abraham, guide me today. Be faithful to my
master Abraham.

13Here I am, standing by the spring, and the daughters of the people who live in the
town are coming out to drawwater.

14 I will say to a youngwoman, ‘Please lower your jar so Imay drink.’ May the one you
have chosen for your servant Isaac reply, ‘Drink, and I’ll give your camels water too.’ In
this way I will know that you have been faithful to mymaster.”

15 Before he had finished praying, there came Rebekah with her water jug on her
shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah (Milcah was the wife of
Abraham’s brother Nahor).

16Now the young womanwas very beautiful. She was a virgin; noman had ever had
sexual relationswith her. Shewent down to the spring, filled her jug, and camebackup.
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17 Abraham’s servant ran to meet her and said, “Please give me a sip of water from
your jug.”

18 “Drink, my lord,” she replied, and quickly lowering her jug to her hands, she gave
him a drink.

19Whenshehaddone so, she said, “I’ll drawwater for your camels too, until theyhave
drunk as much as they want.”

20 She quickly emptied her jug into the watering trough and ran back to the well to
drawmore water until she had drawn enough for all his camels.

21 Silently the man watched her with interest to determine if the LORD had made his
journey successful or not.

22After the camels had finished drinking, theman took out a gold nose ringweighing
a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels and gave them to her.

23 “Whose daughter are you?” he asked. “Tellme, is there room in your father’s house
for us to spend the night?”

24She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son ofMilcah, whomMilcah bore
to Nahor.

25 We have plenty of straw and feed,” she added, “and room for you to spend the
night.”

26Theman bowed his head andworshiped the LORD,
27 saying “Praised be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has not

abandoned his faithful love for my master! The LORD has led me to the house of my
master’s relatives!”

28The young woman ran and told her mother’s household all about these things.
29 (Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban.) Laban rushed out to meet the man at

the spring.
30When he saw the bracelets on his sister’s wrists and the nose ring and heard his

sister Rebekah say, “This is what the man said to me,” he went out to meet the man.
There he was, standing by the camels near the spring.

31Laban said to him, “Come, youwho are blessed by the LORD! Why are you standing
out here when I have prepared the house and a place for the camels?”

32 So Abraham’s servant went to the house and unloaded the camels. Straw and feed
were given to the camels, and water was provided so that he and the men who were
with him could wash their feet.

33When food was served, he said, “I will not eat until I have said what I want to say.”
“Tell us,” Laban said.

34 “I am the servant of Abraham,” he began.
35 “The LORD has richly blessedmymaster and he has become verywealthy. The Lord

has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels
and donkeys.

36My master’s wife Sarah bore a son to him when she was old, and my master has
given him everything he owns.

37My master made me swear an oath. He said, ‘You must not acquire a wife for my
son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living,

38but youmust go to the family of my father and tomy relatives to find awife for my
son.’

39But I said to mymaster, ‘What if the woman does not want to go withme?’
40He answered, ‘The LORD, before whom I havewalked, will send his angel with you.

He will make your journey a success and you will find a wife for my son from among
my relatives, frommy father’s family.

41You will be free from your oath if you go to my relatives and they will not give her
to you. Then youwill be free from your oath.’
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42When I came to the spring today, I prayed, ‘O LORD, God of my master Abraham, if
you have decided to makemy journey successful, may events unfold as follows:

43Here I am, standing by the spring. When the youngwoman goes out to drawwater,
I’ll say, “Giveme a little water to drink from your jug.”

44 Then she will reply to me, “Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too.” May
that woman be the one whom the LORD has chosen for mymaster’s son.’

45 “Before I finished praying in my heart, along came Rebekah with her water jug on
her shoulder! Shewent down to the spring and drewwater. So I said to her, ‘Please give
me a drink.’

46 She quickly lowered her jug from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll give your
camels water too.’ So I drank, and she also gave the camels water.

47Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She replied, ‘The daughter of Bethuel
the son of Nahor, whom Milcah bore to Nahor.’ I put the ring in her nose and the
bracelets on her wrists.

48 Then I bowed down and worshiped the LORD. I praised the LORD, the God of my
master Abraham, who had led me on the right path to find the granddaughter of my
master’s brother for his son.

49Now, if you will show faithful love to mymaster, tell me. But if not, tell me as well,
so that I may go onmyway.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel replied, “This is the LORD’s doing. Our wishes are of no
concern.

51Rebekah stands here before you. Take her and go so that shemay become the wife
of yourmaster’s son, just as the LORD has decided.”

52When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed down to the ground before
the LORD.

53 Then he brought out gold, silver jewelry, and clothing and gave them to Rebekah.
He also gave valuable gifts to her brother and to her mother.

54After this, heand themenwhowerewithhimateamealandstayed thereovernight.
When they got up in the morning, he said, “Let me leave now so I can return to my

master.”
55But Rebekah’s brother and hermother replied, “Let the girl staywith us a fewmore

days, perhaps ten. Then she can go.”
56 But he said to them, “Don’t detain me – the LORD has granted me success on my

journey. Let me leave now so I may return to mymaster.”
57Then they said, “We’ll call the girl and find out what she wants to do.”
58 So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Do you want to go with this man?” She

replied, “I want to go.”
59So they sent their sister Rebekahonherway, accompaniedbyher female attendant,

with Abraham’s servant and his men.
60They blessed Rebekah with these words:

“Our sister, may you become themother of thousands of ten thousands!
May your descendants possess the strongholds of their enemies.”

61 Then Rebekah and her female servants mounted the camels and rode away with
theman. So Abraham’s servant took Rebekah and left.

62Now Isaac came from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev.
63He went out to relax in the field in the early evening. Then he looked up and saw

that there were camels approaching.
64Rebekah looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel
65 and asked Abraham’s servant, “Who is that man walking in the field toward us?”

“That is mymaster,” the servant replied. So she took her veil and covered herself.
66The servant told Isaac everything that had happened.
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67 Then Isaac brought Rebekah into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took her as his wife
and loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

25
1Abraham had taken another wife, named Keturah.
2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
3 Jokshan became the father of Sheba andDedan. The descendants of Dedanwere the

Asshurites, Letushites, and Leummites.
4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were

descendants of Keturah.
5Everything he owned Abraham left to his son Isaac.
6 But while he was still alive, Abraham gave gifts to the sons of his concubines and

sent them off to the east, away from his son Isaac.
7Abraham lived a total of 175 years.
8 Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man who had

lived a full life. He joined his ancestors.
9His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave ofMachpelah nearMamre, in the

field of Ephron the son of Zohar, the Hethite.
10This was the field Abraham had purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham

was buried with his wife Sarah.
11After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac. Isaac lived near Beer Lahai Roi.
The Sons of Ishmael

12 This is the account of Abraham’s son Ishmael, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s
servant, bore to Abraham.

13 These are the names of Ishmael’s sons, by their names according to their records:
Nebaioth (Ishmael’s firstborn), Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,

14Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
15Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.
16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names by their settlements and

their camps – twelve princes according to their clans.
17 Ishmael lived a total of 137 years. He breathed his last and died; then he joined his

ancestors.
18His descendants settled fromHavilah to Shur, which runs next to Egypt all the way

to Asshur. They settled away from all their relatives.
Jacob and Esau

19This is the account of Isaac, the son of Abraham.
Abraham became the father of Isaac.
20When Isaac was forty years old, he married Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the

Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean.
21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife because she was childless. The LORD

answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant.
22But the children struggled inside her, and she said, “If it is going to be like this, I’m

not so sure I want to be pregnant!” So she asked the LORD,
23and the LORD said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples will be separated fromwithin you.
One people will be stronger than the other,
and the older will serve the younger.”

24When the time came for Rebekah to give birth, there were twins in her womb.
25The first came out reddish all over, like a hairy garment, so they named him Esau.
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26When his brother came out with his hand clutching Esau’s heel, they named him
Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when they were born.

27When the boys grewup, Esau became a skilled hunter, aman of the open fields, but
Jacob was an even-temperedman, living in tents.

28 Isaac loved Esau because he had a taste for fresh game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
29Now Jacob cooked some stew, andwhen Esau came in from the open fields, he was

famished.
30 So Esau said to Jacob, “Feed me some of the red stuff – yes, this red stuff – because

I’m starving!” (That is why he was also called Edom.)
31But Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”
32 “Look,” said Esau, “I’mabout to die! What use is the birthright to me?”
33But Jacob said, “Swear an oath to me now.” So Esau swore an oath to him and sold

his birthright to Jacob.
34Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and lentil stew; Esau ate and drank, then got up

andwent out. So Esau despised his birthright.

26
1 There was a famine in the land, subsequent to the earlier famine that occurred in

the days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines at Gerar.
2 The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; settle down in the

land that I will point out to you.
3 Stay in this land. Then I will be with you and will bless you, for I will give all these

lands to you and to your descendants, and I will fulfill the solemn promise I made to
your father Abraham.

4 I will multiply your descendants so they will be as numerous as the stars in the sky,
and Iwill give themall these lands. All the nations of the earthwill pronounce blessings
on one another using the name of your descendants.

5 All this will come to pass because Abraham obeyed me and kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes, andmy laws.”

6 So Isaac settled in Gerar.
7When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he replied, “She is my sister.”

Hewas afraid to say, “She is my wife,” for he thought to himself, “Themen of this place
will kill me to get Rebekah because she is very beautiful.”

8After Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines happened
to look out a window and observed Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah.

9 So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, “She is really your wife! Why did you say,
‘She is my sister’?” Isaac replied, “Because I thought someonemight kill me to get her.”

10 Then Abimelech exclaimed, “What in the world have you done to us? One of the
menmighteasilyhavehadsexual relationswithyourwife, andyouwouldhavebrought
guilt on us!”

11 So Abimelech commanded all the people, “Whoever touches this man or his wife
will surely be put to death.”

12When Isaac planted in that land, he reaped in the same year a hundred times what
he had sown, because the LORD blessed him.

13 The man became wealthy. His influence continued to grow until he became very
prominent.

14He had so many sheep and cattle and such a great household of servants that the
Philistines became jealous of him.

15 So the Philistines took dirt and filled up all the wells that his father’s servants had
dug back in the days of his father Abraham.
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16 Then Abimelech said to Isaac, “Leave us and go elsewhere, for you have become
muchmore powerful than we are.”

17 So Isaac left there and settled in the Gerar Valley.
18 Isaac reopened thewells that had been dug back in the days of his father Abraham,

for the Philistines had stopped them up after Abraham died. Isaac gave these wells the
same names his father had given them.

19When Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well with fresh flowing
water there,

20 the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water
belongs to us!” So Isaac named the well Esek because they argued with him about it.

21 His servants dug another well, but they quarreled over it too, so Isaac named it
Sitnah.

22Then he moved away from there and dug another well. They did not quarrel over
it, so Isaac named it Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD hasmade room for us, andwe
will prosper in the land.”

23From there Isaac went up to Beer Sheba.
24 The LORD appeared to him that night and said, “I am the God of your father

Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you. I will bless you and multiply your
descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham.”

25Then Isaac built an altar there and worshiped the LORD. He pitched his tent there,
and his servants dug a well.

26Now Abimelech had come to him from Gerar along with Ahuzzah his friend and
Phicol the commander of his army.

27 Isaac asked them, “Whyhave you come tome? Youhateme and sentme away from
you.”

28They replied, “We could plainly see that the LORD is with you. So we decided there
should be a pact between us – between us and you. Allow us to make a treaty with you

29so thatyouwillnotdousanyharm, just aswehavenotharmedyou, buthavealways
treated you well before sending you away in peace. Now you are blessed by the LORD.”

30 So Isaac held a feast for them and they celebrated.
31 Early in the morning the men made a treaty with each other. Isaac sent them off;

they separated on good terms.
32 That day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they had dug. “We’ve

foundwater,” they reported.
33So he named it Shibah; that is why the name of the city has been Beer Sheba to this

day.
34When Esauwas forty years old, hemarried Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite,

as well as Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite.
35They caused Isaac and Rebekah great anxiety.

27
1When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he was almost blind, he called

his older son Esau and said to him, “My son!” “Here I am!” Esau replied.
2 Isaac said, “Since I am so old, I could die at any time.
3Therefore, take yourweapons – your quiver and your bow – and go out into the open

fields and hunt down somewild game for me.
4Then prepare for me some tasty food, the kind I love, and bring it to me. Then I will

eat it so that I may bless you before I die.”
5NowRebekahhadbeen listeningwhile Isaac spoke to his sonEsau. WhenEsauwent

out to the open fields to hunt down somewild game and bring it back,
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6Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Look, I overheard your father tell your brother Esau,
7 ‘Bringme somewild game and prepare forme some tasty food. Then Iwill eat it and

bless you in the presence of the LORD before I die.’
8Now then, my son, do exactly what I tell you!
9Go to the flock and get me two of the best young goats. I’ll prepare them in a tasty

way for your father, just the way he loves them.
10Then youwill take it to your father. Thus hewill eat it and bless you before he dies.”
11 “But Esaumy brother is a hairyman,” Jacob protested to hismother Rebekah, “and

I have smooth skin!
12My fathermay touchme! Then he’ll think I’mmocking him and I’ll bring a curse on

myself instead of a blessing.”
13 So his mother told him, “Any curse against you will fall on me, my son! Just obey

me! Go and get them for me!”
14 So he went and got the goats and brought them to his mother. She prepared some

tasty food, just the way his father loved it.
15Then Rebekah took her older son Esau’s best clothes, which she hadwith her in the

house, and put them on her younger son Jacob.
16 She put the skins of the young goats on his hands and the smooth part of his neck.
17Then she handed the tasty food and the bread she hadmade to her son Jacob.
18He went to his father and said, “My father!” Isaac replied, “Here I am. Which are

you, my son?”
19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau, your firstborn. I’ve done as you told me. Now

sit up and eat some of mywild game so that you can bless me.”
20 But Isaac asked his son, “How in the world did you find it so quickly, my son?”

“Because the LORD your God brought it to me,” he replied.
21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come closer so I can touch you, my son, and know for

certain if you really are my son Esau.”
22 So Jacob went over to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s,

but the hands are Esau’s.”
23 He did not recognize him because his hands were hairy, like his brother Esau’s

hands. So Isaac blessed Jacob.
24Then he asked, “Are you really my son Esau?” “I am,” Jacob replied.
25 Isaac said, “Bring some of the wild game for me to eat, my son. Then I will bless

you.” So Jacob brought it to him, and he ate it. He also brought him wine, and Isaac
drank.

26Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come here and kiss me, my son.”
27So Jacobwent over and kissed him. When Isaac caught the scent of his clothing, he

blessed him, saying,
“Yes, my son smells
like the scent of an open field
which the LORD has blessed.
28May God give you
the dew of the sky
and the richness of the earth,
and plenty of grain and newwine.
29May peoples serve you
and nations bow down to you.
You will be lord over your brothers,
and the sons of yourmother will bow down to you.
May those who curse you be cursed,
and those who bless you be blessed.”
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30 Isaac had just finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely left his father’s
presence, when his brother Esau returned from the hunt.

31He also prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. Esau said to him, “My
father, get up and eat some of your son’s wild game. Then you can bless me.”

32His father Isaacasked, “Whoareyou?” “I amyourfirstborn son,”he replied, “Esau!”
33 Isaac began to shake violently andasked, “Thenwhoelse hunted gameandbrought

it to me? I ate all of it just before you arrived, and I blessed him. He will indeed be
blessed!”

34When Esau heard his father’s words, he wailed loudly and bitterly. He said to his
father, “Bless me too, my father!”

35 But Isaac replied, “Your brother came in here deceitfully and took away your
blessing.”

36Esauexclaimed, “ ‘Jacob’ is the right name forhim! Hehas trippedmeup two times!
He took away my birthright, and now, look, he has taken away my blessing!” Then he
asked, “Have you not kept back a blessing for me?”

37 Isaac replied to Esau, “Look! I have made him lord over you. I have made all his
relatives his servants and provided him with grain and new wine. What is left that I
can do for you, my son?”

38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only that one blessing, my father? Bless me
too!” Then Esau wept loudly.

39 So his father Isaac said to him,
“Indeed, your homewill be
away from the richness of the earth,
and away from the dew of the sky above.
40Youwill live by your sword
but you will serve your brother.
When you grow restless,
you will tear off his yoke
from your neck.”

41SoEsauhated Jacobbecause of the blessinghis father had given tohis brother. Esau
said privately, “The time of mourning for my father is near; then I will kill my brother
Jacob!”

42WhenRebekahheardwhat her older sonEsauhad said, shequickly summonedher
younger son Jacob and told him, “Look, your brother Esau is planning to get revenge by
killing you.

43Now then, my son, do what I say. Run away immediately to my brother Laban in
Haran.

44Live with him for a little while until your brother’s rage subsides.
45Stay there until your brother’s anger against you subsides and he forgets what you

did to him. Then I’ll send someone to bring you back from there. Why should I lose both
of you in one day?”

46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am deeply depressed because of these daughters of
Heth. If Jacobwere tomarryoneof thesedaughtersofHethwho live in this land, Iwould
want to die!”

28
1 So Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him. Then he commanded him, “Youmust not

marry a Canaanite woman!
2 Leave immediately for Paddan Aram! Go to the house of Bethuel, your mother’s

father, and find yourself a wife there, among the daughters of Laban, your mother’s
brother.
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3May the sovereignGodbless you! Mayhemakeyou fruitful andgive youamultitude
of descendants! Then youwill become a large nation.

4May he give you and your descendants the blessing he gave to Abraham so that you
may possess the land God gave to Abraham, the land where you have been living as a
temporary resident.”

5So Isaac sent Jacob onhisway, and hewent to PaddanAram, to Laban son of Bethuel
the Aramean and brother of Rebekah, themother of Jacob and Esau.

6 Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him off to Paddan Aram to find a
wife there. As he blessed him, Isaac commanded him, “Youmust notmarry a Canaanite
woman.”

7 Jacob obeyed his father andmother and left for Paddan Aram.
8Then Esau realized that the Canaanite womenwere displeasing to his father Isaac.
9So Esauwent to Ishmael andmarriedMahalath, the sister of Nebaioth and daughter

of Abraham’s son Ishmael, along with the wives he already had.

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel
10Meanwhile Jacob left Beer Sheba and set out for Haran.
11He reached a certain place where he decided to camp because the sun had gone

down. He took one of the stones and placed it near his head. Then he fell asleep in that
place

12 and had a dream. He saw a stairway erected on the earth with its top reaching to
the heavens. The angels of God were going up and coming down it

13 and the LORD stood at its top. He said, “I am the LORD, the God of your grandfather
Abraham and the God of your father Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the
ground you are lying on.

14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the
west, east, north, and south. All the families of the earth will pronounce blessings on
one another using your name and that of your descendants.

15 I am with you! I will protect you wherever you go and will bring you back to this
land. I will not leave you until I have done what I promised you!”

16 Then Jacob woke up and thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, but I did not
realize it!”

17He was afraid and said, “What an awesome place this is! This is nothing else than
the house of God! This is the gate of heaven!”

18Early in themorning Jacob took the stone he had placed near his head and set it up
as a sacred stone. Then he poured oil on top of it.

19He called that place Bethel, although the former name of the townwas Luz.
20Then Jacobmade a vow, saying, “If God is with me and protects me on this journey

I am taking and gives me food to eat and clothing to wear,
21and I return safely to my father’s home, then the LORD will becomemy God.
22 Then this stone that I have set up as a sacred stone will be the house of God, and I

will surely give you back a tenth of everything you giveme.”

29
1 So Jacobmoved on and came to the land of the eastern people.
2He saw in thefield awellwith three flocks of sheep lying beside it, because theflocks

were watered from that well. Now a large stone covered themouth of the well.
3When all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone off the

mouth of the well and water the sheep. Then they would put the stone back in its place
over the well’s mouth.
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4 Jacob asked them, “My brothers, where are you from?” They replied, “We’re from
Haran.”

5 So he said to them, “Do you know Laban, the grandson of Nahor?” “We know him,”
they said.

6 “Is he well?” Jacob asked. They replied, “He is well. Now look, here comes his
daughter Rachel with the sheep.”

7Then Jacob said, “Since it is still the middle of the day, it is not time for the flocks to
be gathered. You should water the sheep and then go and let them graze somemore.”

8 “We can’t,” they said, “until all the flocks are gathered and the stone is rolled off the
mouth of the well. Then wewater the sheep.”

9While he was still speaking with them, Rachel arrived with her father’s sheep, for
she was tending them.

10When Jacob sawRachel, the daughter of his uncle Laban, and the sheep of his uncle
Laban, he went over and rolled the stone off the mouth of the well and watered the
sheep of his uncle Laban.

11Then Jacob kissed Rachel and began to weep loudly.
12When Jacob explained to Rachel that he was a relative of her father and the son of

Rebekah, she ran and told her father.
13When Laban heard this news about Jacob, his sister’s son, he rushed out to meet

him. He embraced him and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban
how hewas related to him.

14Then Laban said to him, “You are indeedmy own flesh and blood.” So Jacob stayed
with him for amonth.

15Then Laban said to Jacob, “Should youwork forme for nothing because you aremy
relative? Tell me what your wages should be.”

16 (Now Laban had two daughters; the older one was named Leah, and the younger
one Rachel.

17Leah’s eyes were tender, but Rachel had a lovely figure and beautiful appearance.)
18 Since Jacob had fallen in love with Rachel, he said, “I’ll serve you seven years in

exchange for your younger daughter Rachel.”
19Laban replied, “I’d rather give her to you than to another man. Stay withme.”
20So Jacobworked for seven years to acquire Rachel. But they seemed like only a few

days to him because his love for her was so great.
21 Finally Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my time of service is up. I want

to havemarital relations with her.”
22 So Laban invited all the people of that place and prepared a feast.
23 In the evening he brought his daughter Leah to Jacob, and Jacob had marital

relations with her.
24 (Laban gave his female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.)
25 In the morning Jacob discovered it was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What in the

world have you done to me! Didn’t I work for you in exchange for Rachel? Why have
you trickedme?”

26 “It is not our custom here,” Laban replied, “to give the younger daughter in
marriage before the firstborn.

27Complete my older daughter’s bridal week. Thenwewill give you the younger one
too, in exchange for sevenmore years of work.”

28 Jacob did as Laban said. When Jacob completed Leah’s bridal week, Laban gave
him his daughter Rachel to be his wife.

29 (Laban gave his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.)
30 Jacob had marital relations with Rachel as well. He loved Rachel more than Leah,

so he worked for Laban for sevenmore years.
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The Family of Jacob
31When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled her to become pregnant

while Rachel remained childless.
32 So Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, for she

said, “The LORD has looked with pity on my oppressed condition. Surely my husband
will loveme now.”

33 She became pregnant again and had another son. She said, “Because the LORD
heard that I was unloved, he gaveme this one too.” So she named him Simeon.

34 She became pregnant again and had another son. She said, “Now this time my
husbandwill showme affection, because I have given birth to three sons for him.” That
is why he was named Levi.

35 She became pregnant again and had another son. She said, “This time I will praise
the LORD.” That is why she named him Judah. Then she stopped having children.

30
1When Rachel saw that she could not give Jacob children, she became jealous of her

sister. She said to Jacob, “Giveme children or I’ll die!”
2 Jacob became furiouswith Rachel and exclaimed, “Am I in the place of God,whohas

kept you from having children?”
3 She replied, “Here is my servant Bilhah! Have sexual relations with her so that she

can bear children for me and I can have a family through her.”
4 So Rachel gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob had marital relations

with her.
5Bilhah became pregnant and gave Jacob a son.
6ThenRachel said, “Godhas vindicatedme. Hehas responded tomyprayer andgiven

me a son.” That is why she named him Dan.
7Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, became pregnant again and gave Jacob another son.
8ThenRachel said, “I have fought a desperate strugglewithmy sister, but I havewon.”

So she named himNaphtali.
9When Leah saw that she had stopped having children, she gave her servant Zilpah

to Jacob as a wife.
10 Soon Leah’s servant Zilpah gave Jacob a son.
11Leah said, “How fortunate!” So she named him Gad.
12Then Leah’s servant Zilpah gave Jacob another son.
13 Leah said, “How happy I am, for women will call me happy!” So she named him

Asher.
14At the timeof thewheat harvest Reubenwent out and found somemandrakeplants

in a field and brought them to his mother Leah. Rachel said to Leah, “Give me some of
your son’s mandrakes.”

15 But Leah replied, “Wasn’t it enough that you’ve taken away my husband? Would
you take away my son’s mandrakes too?” “All right,” Rachel said, “he may sleep with
you tonight in exchange for your son’s mandrakes.”

16When Jacob came in from the fields that evening, Leah went out to meet him and
said, “You must sleep with me because I have paid for your services with my son’s
mandrakes.” So he hadmarital relations with her that night.

17God paid attention to Leah; she became pregnant and gave Jacob a son for the fifth
time.

18 Then Leah said, “God has granted me a reward because I gave my servant to my
husband as a wife.” So she named him Issachar.

19Leah became pregnant again and gave Jacob a son for the sixth time.
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20 Then Leah said, “God has given me a good gift. Now my husband will honor me
because I have given him six sons.” So she named him Zebulun.

21After that she gave birth to a daughter and named her Dinah.
22Then God took note of Rachel. He paid attention to her and enabled her to become

pregnant.
23 She became pregnant and gave birth to a son. Then she said, “God has taken away

my shame.”
24 She named him Joseph, saying, “May the LORD giveme yet another son.”
The Flocks of Jacob

25After Rachel had given birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Sendme onmyway so
that I can go home tomy own country.

26Let me take my wives and my children whom I have acquired by working for you.
Then I’ll depart, because you know how hard I’ve worked for you.”

27 But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your sight, please stay here, for I
have learned by divination that the LORD has blessedme on account of you.”

28He added, “Just name your wages – I’ll pay whatever you want.”
29 “Youknowhow Ihaveworked for you,” Jacob replied, “andhowwell your livestock

have fared undermy care.
30 Indeed, you had little before I arrived, but now your possessions have increased

many times over. The LORD has blessed you wherever I worked. But now, how long
must it be before I do something for my own family too?”

31SoLabanasked, “What should I giveyou?” “Youdon’t need togivemea thing,” Jacob
replied, “but if you agree to this one condition, Iwill continue to care for yourflocks and
protect them:

32 Let me walk among all your flocks today and remove from them every speckled
or spotted sheep, every dark-colored lamb, and the spotted or speckled goats. These
animals will be mywages.

33My integrity will testify for me later on. When you come to verify that I’ve taken
only the wages we agreed on, if I have inmy possession any goat that is not speckled or
spotted or any sheep that is not dark-colored, it will be considered stolen.”

34 “Agreed!” said Laban, “It will be as you say.”
35 So that day Laban removed the male goats that were streaked or spotted, all the

female goats that were speckled or spotted (all that had anywhite on them), and all the
dark-colored lambs, and put them in the care of his sons.

36Then he separated them from Jacob by a three-day journey, while Jacobwas taking
care of the rest of Laban’s flocks.

37But Jacob took fresh-cut branches from poplar, almond, and plane trees. He made
white streaks by peeling them, making the white inner wood in the branches visible.

38 Then he set up the peeled branches in all the watering troughs where the flocks
came to drink. He set up the branches in front of the flocks when theywere in heat and
came to drink.

39When the sheepmated in front of the branches, they gave birth to young that were
streaked or speckled or spotted.

40 Jacob removed these lambs, but he made the rest of the flock face the streaked
and completely dark-colored animals in Laban’s flock. So he made separate flocks for
himself and did not mix themwith Laban’s flocks.

41When the stronger females were in heat, Jacob would set up the branches in the
troughs in front of the flock, so they wouldmate near the branches.

42 But if the animals were weaker, he did not set the branches there. So the weaker
animals ended up belonging to Laban and the stronger animals to Jacob.
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43 In this way Jacob became extremely prosperous. He owned large flocks, male and
female servants, camels, and donkeys.

31
1 Jacob heard that Laban’s sons were complaining, “Jacob has taken everything that

belonged to our father! He has gotten rich at our father’s expense!”
2When Jacob saw the look on Laban’s face, he could tell his attitude toward him had

changed.
3 The LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers and to your relatives. I

will be with you.”
4 So Jacob sent a message for Rachel and Leah to come to the field where his flocks

were.
5There he said to them, “I can tell that your father’s attitude towardme has changed,

but the God of my father has been withme.
6You know that I’ve worked for your father as hard as I could,
7 but your father has humiliated me and changed my wages ten times. But God has

not permitted him to dome any harm.
8 If he said, ‘The speckled animals will be your wage,’ then the entire flock gave birth

to speckled offspring. But if he said, ‘The streaked animals will be your wage,’ then the
entire flock gave birth to streaked offspring.

9 In this way God has snatched away your father’s livestock and given them tome.
10 “Once during breeding season I saw in a dream that themale goatsmatingwith the

flock were streaked, speckled, and spotted.
11 In the dream the angel of God said to me, ‘Jacob!’ ‘Here I am!’ I replied.
12 Then he said, ‘Observe that all the male goats mating with the flock are streaked,

speckled, or spotted, for I have observed all that Laban has done to you.
13 I am theGod of Bethel, where you anointed the sacred stone andmade a vow tome.

Now leave this land immediately and return to your native land.’ ”
14Then Rachel and Leah replied to him, “Do we still have any portion or inheritance

in our father’s house?
15Hasn’t he treated us like foreigners? He not only sold us, but completelywasted the

money paid for us!
16 Surely all the wealth that God snatched away from our father belongs to us and to

our children. So now do everything God has told you.”
17 So Jacob immediately put his children and his wives on the camels.
18He tookawayall the livestockhehadacquired inPaddanAramandall hismoveable

property that he had accumulated. Then he set out toward the land of Canaan to return
to his father Isaac.

19 While Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole the household idols that
belonged to her father.

20 Jacob also deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling him that he was leaving.
21He left with all he owned. He quickly crossed the Euphrates River and headed for

the hill country of Gilead.
22Three days later Laban discovered Jacob had left.
23 So he took his relatives with him and pursued Jacob for seven days. He caught up

with him in the hill country of Gilead.
24 But God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and warned him, “Be

careful that you neither bless nor curse Jacob.”
25Laban overtook Jacob, andwhen Jacob pitched his tent in the hill country of Gilead,

Laban and his relatives set up camp there too.
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26 “What have you done?” Laban demanded of Jacob. “You’ve deceived me and
carried awaymy daughters as if they were captives of war!

27Why did you run away secretly and deceive me? Why didn’t you tell me so I could
send you offwith a celebration complete with singing, tambourines, and harps?

28Youdidn’t evenallowme tokissmydaughters andmygrandchildrengood-bye. You
have acted foolishly!

29 I have the power to do you harm, but the God of your father told me last night, ‘Be
careful that you neither bless nor curse Jacob.’

30 Now I understand that you have gone away because you longed desperately for
your father’s house. Yet why did you steal my gods?”

31 “I left secretly because I was afraid!” Jacob replied to Laban. “I thought you might
take your daughters away fromme by force.

32Whoever has taken your gods will be put to death! In the presence of our relatives
identifywhatever is yours and take it.” (Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen
them.)

33 So Laban entered Jacob’s tent, and Leah’s tent, and the tent of the two female
servants, but he did not find the idols. Then he left Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s.

34 (Now Rachel had taken the idols and put them inside her camel’s saddle and sat on
them.) Laban searched the whole tent, but did not find them.

35 Rachel said to her father, “Don’t be angry, my lord. I cannot stand up in your
presence because I am having my period.” So he searched thoroughly, but did not find
the idols.

36 Jacob became angry and arguedwith Laban. “What did I dowrong?” he demanded
of Laban. “What sin of mine prompted you to chase after me in hot pursuit?

37When you searched through all my goods, did you find anything that belonged to
you? Set it here before my relatives and yours, and let them settle the dispute between
the two of us!

38 “I have been with you for the past twenty years. Your ewes and female goats have
not miscarried, nor have I eaten rams from your flocks.

39 Animals torn by wild beasts I never brought to you; I always absorbed the loss
myself. You always made me pay for every missing animal, whether it was taken by
day or at night.

40 I was consumed by scorching heat during the day and by piercing cold at night, and
I went without sleep.

41 This was my lot for twenty years in your house: I worked like a slave for you –
fourteen years for your two daughters and six years for your flocks, but you changed
mywages ten times!

42 If the God of my father – the God of Abraham, the one whom Isaac fears – had not
beenwithme, youwould certainlyhave sentmeawayempty-handed! ButGodsawhow
I was oppressed and how hard I worked, and he rebuked you last night.”

43 Laban replied to Jacob, “These women are my daughters, these children are my
grandchildren, and these flocks are my flocks. All that you see belongs to me. But how
can I harm these daughters of mine today or the children to whom they have given
birth?

44So now, come, let’smake a formal agreement, you and I, and it will be proof thatwe
havemade peace.”

45 So Jacob took a stone and set it up as amemorial pillar.
46Then he said to his relatives, “Gather stones.” So they brought stones and put them

in a pile. They ate there by the pile of stones.
47Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed.
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48Laban said, “This pile of stones is a witness of our agreement today.” That is why it
was called Galeed.

49 It was also called Mizpah because he said, “May the LORD watch between us when
we are out of sight of one another.

50 If you mistreat my daughters or if you take wives besides my daughters, although
no one else is with us, realize that God is witness to your actions.”

51 “Here is this pile of stones and this pillar I have set up betweenme and you,” Laban
said to Jacob.

52 “This pile of stones and the pillar are reminders that I will not pass beyond this pile
to come to harm you and that you will not pass beyond this pile and this pillar to come
to harmme.

53 May the God of Abraham and the god of Nahor, the gods of their father, judge
between us.” Jacob took an oath by the Godwhom his father Isaac feared.

54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain and invited his relatives to eat the
meal. They ate themeal and spent the night on themountain.

55 Early in the morning Laban kissed his grandchildren and his daughters goodbye
and blessed them. Then Laban left and returned home.

32
1 So Jacob went on his way and the angels of Godmet him.
2When Jacob saw them, he exclaimed, “This is the camp of God!” So he named that

place Mahanaim.
3 Jacob sent messengers on ahead to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the region of

Edom.
4He commanded them, “This iswhat youmust say tomy lord Esau: ‘This iswhat your

servant Jacob says: I have been staying with Laban until now.
5 I have oxen, donkeys, sheep, andmale and female servants. I have sent thismessage

to informmy lord, so that I may find favor in your sight.’ ”
6 The messengers returned to Jacob and said, “We went to your brother Esau. He is

coming to meet you and has four hundredmenwith him.”
7 Jacob was very afraid and upset. So he divided the people who were with him into

two camps, as well as the flocks, herds, and camels.
8 “If Esau attacks one camp,” he thought, “then the other campwill be able to escape.”
9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O LORD,

you said to me, ‘Return to your land and to your relatives and I will make you prosper.’
10 I amnotworthy of all the faithful love you have shown your servant. With onlymy

walking stick I crossed the Jordan, but now I have become two camps.
11Rescue me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come

and attackme, as well as themothers with their children.
12 But you said, ‘I will certainly make you prosper and will make your descendants

like the sand on the seashore, too numerous to count.’ ”
13 Jacob stayed there that night. Then he sent as a gift to his brother Esau
14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty

rams,
15 thirty female camels with their young, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female

donkeys and tenmale donkeys.
16 He entrusted them to his servants, who divided them into herds. He told his

servants, “Pass over before me, and keep some distance between one herd and the
next.”

17 He instructed the servant leading the first herd, “When my brother Esau meets
you and asks, ‘To whom do you belong? Where are you going? Whose herds are you
driving?’
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18 then youmust say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They have been sent as a gift
to my lord Esau. In fact Jacob himself is behind us.’ ”

19He also gave these instructions to the second and third servants, aswell as all those
who were following the herds, saying, “You must say the same thing to Esau when you
meet him.

20 You must also say, ‘In fact your servant Jacob is behind us.’ ” Jacob thought, “I will
first appease him by sending a gift ahead of me. After that I will meet him. Perhaps he
will accept me.”

21 So the gifts were sent on ahead of himwhile he spent that night in the camp.
22During the night Jacob quickly took his twowives, his two female servants, and his

eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.
23He took them and sent them across the stream along with all his possessions.
24 So Jacob was left alone. Then amanwrestled with him until daybreak.
25When theman saw that he could not defeat Jacob, he struck the socket of his hip so

the socket of Jacob’s hip was dislocated while he wrestled with him.
26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” “I will not let you go,”

Jacob replied, “unless you bless me.”
27Theman asked him, “What is your name?” He answered, “Jacob.”
28 “No longer will your name be Jacob,” the man told him, “but Israel, because you

have fought with God andwithmen and have prevailed.”
29 Then Jacob asked, “Please tell me your name.” “Why do you ask my name?” the

man replied. Then he blessed Jacob there.
30So Jacob named the place Peniel, explaining, “Certainly I have seenGod face to face

and have survived.”
31The sun rose over him as he crossed over Penuel, but hewas limping because of his

hip.
32 That is why to this day the Israelites do not eat the sinew which is attached to the

socket of the hip, because he struck the socket of Jacob’s hip near the attached sinew.

33
1 Jacob looked up and saw that Esauwas coming alongwith four hundredmen. So he

divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two female servants.
2He put the servants and their children in front, with Leah and her children behind

them, and Rachel and Joseph behind them.
3But Jacob himself went on ahead of them, and he bowed toward the ground seven

times as he approached his brother.
4 But Esau ran to meet him, embraced him, hugged his neck, and kissed him. Then

they both wept.
5When Esau looked up and saw the women and the children, he asked, “Who are

these people with you?” Jacob replied, “The children whom God has graciously given
your servant.”

6The female servants came forward with their children and bowed down.
7 Then Leah came forward with her children and they bowed down. Finally Joseph

and Rachel came forward and bowed down.
8Esau thenasked, “Whatdid you intendby sending all theseherds tomeetme?” Jacob

replied, “To find favor in your sight, my lord.”
9But Esau said, “I have plenty, my brother. Keep what belongs to you.”
10 “No, please take them,” Jacob said. “If I have found favor in your sight, accept my

gift frommy hand. Now that I have seen your face and you have accepted me, it is as if
I have seen the face of God.
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11 Please take my present that was brought to you, for God has been generous to me
and I have all I need.” When Jacob urged him, he took it.

12Then Esau said, “Let’s be on our way! I will go in front of you.”
13But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are young, and that I have

to look after the sheep and cattle that are nursing their young. If they are driven too
hard for even a single day, all the animals will die.

14Let my lord go on ahead of his servant. I will travel more slowly, at the pace of the
herds and the children, until I come tomy lord at Seir.”

15 So Esau said, “Let me leave some of my men with you.” “Why do that?” Jacob
replied. “My lord has already been kind enough tome.”

16 So that same day Esaumade his way back to Seir.
17But Jacob traveled to Succothwhere he built himself a house andmade shelters for

his livestock. That is why the place was called Succoth.
18After he left Paddan Aram, Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem in the land of

Canaan, and he camped near the city.
19Thenhe purchased the portion of the fieldwhere he hadpitchedhis tent; he bought

it from the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for a hundred pieces of money.
20There he set up an altar and called it “The God of Israel is God.”

34
1 Now Dinah, Leah’s daughter whom she bore to Jacob, went to meet the young

women of the land.
2When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, who ruled that area, saw her, he grabbed

her, forced himself on her, and sexually assaulted her.
3 Then he became very attached to Dinah, Jacob’s daughter. He fell in love with the

young woman and spoke romantically to her.
4 Shechem said to his father Hamor, “Acquire this young girl as mywife.”
5WhenJacobheard that ShechemhadviolatedhisdaughterDinah, his sonswerewith

the livestock in the field. So Jacob remained silent until they came in.
6Then Shechem’s father Hamor went to speak with Jacob about Dinah.
7Now Jacob’s sons had come in from the field when they heard the news. They were

offended and very angry because Shechem had disgraced Israel by sexually assaulting
Jacob’s daughter, a crime that should not be committed.

8 But Hamor made this appeal to them: “My son Shechem is in love with your
daughter. Please give her to him as his wife.

9 Intermarry with us. Let us marry your daughters, and take our daughters as wives
for yourselves.

10Youmay live among us, and the land will be open to you. Live in it, travel freely in
it, and acquire property in it.”

11Then Shechem said to Dinah’s father and brothers, “Letme find favor in your sight,
and whatever you require of me I’ll give.

12You canmake the bride price and the gift I must bring very expensive, and I’ll give
whatever you ask of me. Just give me the young woman asmywife!”

13 Jacob’s sons answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully when they spoke
because Shechem had violated their sister Dinah.

14They said to them, “We cannot give our sister to a man who is not circumcised, for
it would be a disgrace to us.

15We will give you our consent on this one condition: You must become like us by
circumcising all yourmales.
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16Then we will give you our daughters to marry, and we will take your daughters as
wives for ourselves, and wewill live among you and become one people.

17 But if you do not agree to our terms by being circumcised, then we will take our
sister and depart.”

18Their offer pleased Hamor and his son Shechem.
19The young man did not delay in doing what they asked because he wanted Jacob’s

daughter Dinah badly. (Now he was more important than anyone in his father’s
household.)

20 So Hamor and his son Shechemwent to the gate of their city and spoke to the men
of their city,

21 “These men are at peace with us. So let them live in the land and travel freely in it,
for the land is wide enough for them. We will take their daughters for wives, and we
will give them our daughters to marry.

22 Only on this one condition will these men consent to live with us and become
one people: They demand that every male among us be circumcised just as they are
circumcised.

23 Ifwe do so,won’t their livestock, their property, and all their animals becomeours?
So let’s consent to their demand, so they will live among us.”

24All themenwhoassembledat thecitygateagreedwithHamorandhis sonShechem.
Everymale who assembled at the city gate was circumcised.

25 In three days, when they were still in pain, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and
Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and went to the unsuspecting city and
slaughtered everymale.

26 They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the sword, took Dinah from
Shechem’s house, and left.

27 Jacob’s sons killed them and looted the city because their sister had been violated.
28They took their flocks, herds, and donkeys, as well as everything in the city and in

the surrounding fields.
29 They captured as plunder all their wealth, all their little ones, and their wives,

including everything in the houses.
30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought ruin onme bymakingme a

foul odor among the inhabitants of the land – among the Canaanites and the Perizzites.
I am few in number; they will join forces against me and attack me, and both I and my
family will be destroyed!”

31But Simeon and Levi replied, “Should he treat our sister like a commonprostitute?”
35

1Then God said to Jacob, “Go up at once to Bethel and live there. Make an altar there
to God, who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.”

2 So Jacob told his household and all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods
you have among you. Purify yourselves and change your clothes.

3Let us go up at once to Bethel. Then Iwillmake an altar there toGod,who responded
tome inmy time of distress and has been withmewherever I went.”

4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods that were in their possession and the rings
that were in their ears. Jacob buried them under the oak near Shechem

5 and they started on their journey. The surrounding cities were afraid of God, and
they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.

6 Jacob and all those who were with him arrived at Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of
Canaan.

7Hebuilt analtar thereandnamed theplaceElBethelbecause thereGodhadrevealed
himself to himwhen he was fleeing from his brother.
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8 (Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died andwas buried under the oak belowBethel; thus it
was named Oak ofWeeping.)

9God appeared to Jacob again after he returned from Paddan Aram and blessed him.
10God said to him, “Your name is Jacob, but your namewill no longer be called Jacob;

Israel will be your name.” So God named him Israel.
11 Then God said to him, “I am the sovereign God. Be fruitful and multiply! A

nation – even a company of nations –will descend from you; kings will be among your
descendants!

12The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you. To your descendants I will
also give this land.”

13Then Godwent up from the place where he spoke with him.
14 So Jacob set up a sacred stone pillar in the place where God spoke with him. He

poured out a drink offering on it, and then he poured oil on it.
15 Jacob named the place where God spoke with him Bethel.
16 They traveled on from Bethel, and when Ephrath was still some distance away,

Rachel went into labor – and her labor was hard.
17When her laborwas at its hardest, themidwife said to her, “Don’t be afraid, for you

are having another son.”
18Withher dyingbreath, shenamedhimBen-Oni. But his father calledhimBenjamin

instead.
19 So Rachel died andwas buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).
20 Jacob set up amarker over her grave; it is the Marker of Rachel’s Grave to this day.
21Then Israel traveled on and pitched his tent beyondMigdal Eder.
22While Israel was living in that land, Reuben had sexual relations with Bilhah, his

father’s concubine, and Israel heard about it.
Jacob had twelve sons:

23 The sons of Leah were Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, as well as Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Issachar, and Zebulun.

24The sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin.
25The sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, were Dan and Naphtali.
26The sons of Zilpah, Leah’s servant, were Gad and Asher.
These were the sons of Jacob whowere born to him in Paddan Aram.
27 So Jacob came back to his father Isaac in Mamre, to Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron),

where Abraham and Isaac had stayed.
28 Isaac lived to be 180 years old.
29Then Isaac breathed his last and joined his ancestors. He died an oldmanwho had

lived a full life. His sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

36
1What follows is the account of Esau (also known as Edom).
2Esau took his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and

Oholibamah the daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite,
3 in addition to Basemath the daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth.
4Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel,
5 and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These were the sons of Esau who

were born to him in the land of Canaan.
6 Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, all the people in his household, his

livestock, his animals, and all his possessions which he had acquired in the land of
Canaan andwent to a land some distance away from Jacob his brother

7because theyhad toomanypossessions tobeable to stay togetherand the landwhere
they had settled was not able to support them because of their livestock.



Genesis 36:8 44 Genesis 36:39

8 So Esau (also known as Edom) lived in the hill country of Seir.
9This is the account of Esau, the father of the Edomites, in the hill country of Seir.
10These were the names of Esau’s sons:
Eliphaz, the son of Esau’s wife Adah, and Reuel, the son of Esau’s wife Basemath.
11The sons of Eliphaz were:
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz.
12Timna, a concubine of Esau’s son Eliphaz, bore Amalek to Eliphaz. These were the

sons of Esau’s wife Adah.
13 These were the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These were

the sons of Esau’s wife Basemath.
14 These were the sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah the daughter of Anah and grand-

daughter of Zibeon: She bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah to Esau.
15 These were the chiefs among the descendants of Esau, the sons of Eliphaz, Esau’s

firstborn: chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zepho, chief Kenaz,
16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, chief Amalek. These were the chiefs descended from

Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the sons of Adah.
17Thesewere the sons of Esau’s sonReuel: chiefNahath, chief Zerah, chief Shammah,

chief Mizzah. These were the chiefs descended from Reuel in the land of Edom; these
were the sons of Esau’s wife Basemath.

18 These were the sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah: chief Jeush, chief Jalam, chief
Korah. These were the chiefs descended from Esau’s wife Oholibamah, the daughter
of Anah.

19These were the sons of Esau (also known as Edom), and these were their chiefs.
20These were the sons of Seir the Horite, who were living in the land: Lotan, Shobal,

Zibeon, Anah,
21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. These were the chiefs of the Horites, the descendants of

Seir in the land of Edom.
22The sons of Lotan were Hori and Homam; Lotan’s sister was Timna.
23These were the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.
24 These were the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah (who discovered the hot springs in

the wilderness as he pastured the donkeys of his father Zibeon).
25These were the children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah.
26These were the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran.
27These were the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.
28These were the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.
29 These were the chiefs of the Horites: chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief Zibeon, chief

Anah,
30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, chief Dishan. These were the chiefs of the Horites,

according to their chief lists in the land of Seir.
31These were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king ruled over

the Israelites:
32Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom; the name of his city was Dinhabah.
33When Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah from Bozrah reigned in his place.
34When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanites reigned in his place.
35When Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated the Midianites in the

land of Moab, reigned in his place; the name of his city was Avith.
36When Hadad died, Samlah fromMasrekah reigned in his place.
37When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth by the River reigned in his place.
38When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place.
39When Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor died, Hadad reigned in his place; the name of

his city was Pau. His wife’s namewasMehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter
of Me-Zahab.
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40 These were the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their families, according
to their places, by their names: chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Jetheth,

41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon,
42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,
43 chief Magdiel, chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their

settlements in the land they possessed. This was Esau, the father of the Edomites.

37
1But Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, in the land of Canaan.
2This is the account of Jacob.
Joseph, his seventeen-year-old son, was taking care of the flocks with his brothers.

Now hewas a youngster workingwith the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives.
Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father.

3Now Israel loved Josephmore than all his sons because hewas a sonborn to him late
in life, and hemade a special tunic for him.

4When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father lovedhimmore than any of them, they
hated Joseph andwere not able to speak to him kindly.

5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about it, they hated him even
more.

6He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had:
7 There we were, binding sheaves of grain in the middle of the field. Suddenly my

sheaf rose up and stood upright and your sheaves surrounded my sheaf and bowed
down to it!”

8 Then his brothers asked him, “Do you really think you will rule over us or have
dominion over us?” They hated him even more because of his dream and because of
what he said.

9 Then he had another dream, and told it to his brothers. “Look,” he said. “I had
another dream. The sun, themoon, and eleven stars were bowing down tome.”

10When he told his father and his brothers, his father rebuked him, saying, “What is
this dream that you had? Will I, your mother, and your brothers really come and bow
down to you?”

11His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept in mind what Joseph said.
12When his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem,
13 Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I

will send you to them.” “I’m ready,” Joseph replied.
14So Jacob said to him, “Go now and check on thewelfare of your brothers and of the

flocks, and bringmeword.” So Jacob sent him from the valley of Hebron.
15When Joseph reached Shechem, a man found him wandering in the field, so the

man asked him, “What are you looking for?”
16Hereplied, “I’mlooking formybrothers. Please tellmewhere theyare grazing their

flocks.”
17 The man said, “They left this area, for I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’ ” So

Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan.
18Now Joseph’s brothers saw him from a distance, and before he reached them, they

plotted to kill him.
19They said to one another, “Here comes this master of dreams!
20Comenow, let’s kill him, throwhim into one of the cisterns, and then say that awild

animal ate him. Then we’ll see how his dreams turn out!”
21When Reuben heard this, he rescued Joseph from their hands, saying, “Let’s not

take his life!”
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22Reuben continued, “Don’t shedblood! Throwhim into this cistern that is here in the
wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.” (Reuben said this so he could rescue Joseph
from them and take him back to his father.)

23When Joseph reached his brothers, they stripped him of his tunic, the special tunic
that he wore.

24 Then they took him and threw him into the cistern. (Now the cistern was empty;
there was no water in it.)

25 When they sat down to eat their food, they looked up and saw a caravan of
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were carrying spices, balm, and myrrh
down to Egypt.

26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there if we kill our brother and
cover up his blood?

27Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites, but let’s not lay a hand on him, for after all,
he is our brother, our own flesh.” His brothers agreed.

28Sowhen theMidianitemerchants passedby, Joseph’s brothers pulledhimout of the
cistern and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. The Ishmaelites then
took Joseph to Egypt.

29 Later Reuben returned to the cistern to find that Joseph was not in it! He tore his
clothes,

30 returned to his brothers, and said, “The boy isn’t there! And I, where can I go?”
31 So they took Joseph’s tunic, killed a young goat, and dipped the tunic in the blood.
32 Then they brought the special tunic to their father and said, “We found this.

Determine nowwhether it is your son’s tunic or not.”
33He recognized it and exclaimed, “It is my son’s tunic! Awild animal has eaten him!

Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!”
34Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, andmourned for his sonmany days.
35 All his sons and daughters stood by him to console him, but he refused to be

consoled. “No,” he said, “I will go to the grave mourning my son.” So Joseph’s father
wept for him.

36Now in Egypt the Midianites sold Joseph to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the
captain of the guard.

38
1At that time Judah lefthisbrothersandstayedwithanAdullamitemannamedHirah.
2There Judah saw the daughter of a Canaaniteman named Shua. Judah acquired her

as a wife and hadmarital relations with her.
3 She became pregnant and had a son. Judah named him Er.
4 She became pregnant again and had another son, whom she named Onan.
5 Then she had yet another son, whom she named Shelah. She gave birth to him in

Kezib.
6 Judah acquired a wife for Er his firstborn; her namewas Tamar.
7But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD killed him.
8Then Judah said to Onan, “Have sexual relationswith your brother’s wife and fulfill

the duty of a brother-in-law to her so that you may raise up a descendant for your
brother.”

9 But Onan knew that the child would not be considered his. So whenever he had
sexual relations with his brother’s wife, he withdrew prematurely so as not to give his
brother a descendant.

10What he did was evil in the LORD’s sight|strong="H5869", so the LORD killed him
too.
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11 Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Live as a widow in your father’s
house until Shelah my son grows up.” For he thought, “I don’t want him to die like his
brothers.” So Tamar went and lived in her father’s house.

12After some time Judah’swife, the daughter of Shua, died. After Judahwas consoled,
he left for Timnah tovisit his sheepshearers, alongwithhis friendHirah theAdullamite.

13Tamarwas told, “Look, your father-in-law is goingup toTimnah to shearhis sheep.”
14 So she removed her widow’s clothes and covered herself with a veil. She wrapped

herself and sat at the entrance to Enaim which is on the way to Timnah. (She did this
because she saw that she had not been given to Shelah as a wife, even though he had
now grown up.)

15When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute because she had covered her
face.

16He turned aside to her along the road and said, “Come on! I want to have sex with
you.” (He did not realize it was his daughter-in-law.) She asked, “Whatwill you giveme
in exchange for having sex with you?”

17He replied, “I’ll send you a young goat from the flock.” She asked, “Will you giveme
a pledge until you send it?”

18He said, “What pledge should I give you?” She replied, “Your seal, your cord, and
the staff that’s in your hand.” So he gave them to her and had sex with her. She became
pregnant by him.

19 She left immediately, removed her veil, and put on her widow’s clothes.
20Then Judah had his friend Hirah the Adullamite take a young goat to get back from

the woman the items he had given in pledge, but Hirah could not find her.
21He asked themenwhowere there, “Where is the cult prostitute who was at Enaim

by the road?” But they replied, “There has been no cult prostitute here.”
22 So he returned to Judah and said, “I couldn’t find her. Moreover, the men of the

place said, ‘There has been no cult prostitute here.’ ”
23 Judah said, “Let her keep the things for herself. Otherwise we will appear to be

dishonest. I did indeed send this young goat, but you couldn’t find her.”
24 After three months Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has turned to

prostitution, and as a result she has become pregnant.” Judah said, “Bring her out and
let her be burned!”

25 While they were bringing her out, she sent word to her father-in-law: “I am
pregnant by theman to whom these belong.” Then she said, “Identify the one to whom
the seal, cord, and staff belong.”

26 Judah recognized themand said, “She ismoreupright than I am, because Iwouldn’t
give her to Shelahmy son.” He did not have sexual relations with her again.

27When it was time for her to give birth, there were twins in her womb.
28 While she was giving birth, one child put out his hand, and the midwife took a

scarlet thread and tied it on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.”
29 But then he drew back his hand, and his brother came out before him. She said,

“How you have broken out of the womb!” So he was named Perez.
30Afterward his brother came out – the one who had the scarlet thread on his hand –

and he was named Zerah.

39
1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt. An Egyptian named Potiphar, an

official of Pharaoh and the captain of the guard, purchased him from the Ishmaelites
who had brought him there.

2 The LORD was with Joseph. He was successful and lived in the household of his
Egyptianmaster.
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3Hismaster observed that the LORDwaswith himand that the LORDmade everything
he was doing successful.

4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal attendant. Potiphar
appointed Joseph overseer of his household and put him in charge of everything he
owned.

5 From the time Potiphar appointed him over his household and over all that he
owned, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s household for Joseph’s sake. The blessing of
the LORD was on everything that he had, both in his house and in his fields.

6 So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; he gave no thought to anything
except the food he ate.
Now Joseph was well built and good-looking.
7 Soon after these things, his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Have sex

withme.”
8 But he refused, saying to his master’s wife, “Look, my master does not give any

thought to his household with me here, and everything that he owns he has put into
my care.

9There is no one greater in this household than I am. He has withheld nothing from
me except you because you are his wife. So how could I do such a great evil and sin
against God?”

10Even though she continued to speak to Joseph day after day, he did not respond to
her invitation to have sex with her.

11Onedayhewent into thehouse todohisworkwhennoneof thehousehold servants
were there in the house.

12 She grabbed him by his outer garment, saying, “Have sex with me!” But he left his
outer garment in her hand and ran outside.

13When she saw that he had left his outer garment in her hand and had run outside,
14 she called for her household servants and said to them, “See, my husband brought

in a Hebrew man to us to humiliate us. He tried to have sex with me, but I screamed
loudly.

15When he heardme raisemy voice and scream, he left his outer garment besideme
and ran outside.”

16 So she laid his outer garment beside her until his master came home.
17This iswhat she said tohim: “ThatHebrewslaveyoubrought tous tried tohumiliate

me,
18 but when I raised my voice and screamed, he left his outer garment and ran

outside.”
19When his master heard his wife say, “This is the way your slave treated me,” he

became furious.
20 Joseph’smaster took him and threw him into the prison, the placewhere the king’s

prisoners were confined. So he was there in the prison.
21But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him kindness. He granted him favor in

the sight of the prison warden.
22Thewardenput all theprisonersunder Joseph’s care. Hewas in chargeofwhatever

they were doing.
23 The warden did not concern himself with anything that was in Joseph’s care

because the LORD was with him and whatever he was doing the LORD was making
successful.

40
1After these things happened, the cupbearer to the king of Egypt and the royal baker

offended their master, the king of Egypt.
2Pharaoh was enraged with his two officials, the cupbearer and the baker,
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3 so he imprisoned them in the house of the captain of the guard in the same facility
where Joseph was confined.

4The captainof the guardappointed Joseph tobe their attendant, andhe served them.
They spent some time in custody.
5Both of them, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined

in the prison, had a dream the same night. Eachman’s dream had its ownmeaning.
6When Josephcame to themin themorning, he saw that theywere lookingdepressed.
7So he asked Pharaoh’s officials, whowerewith him in custody in hismaster’s house,

“Why do you look so sad today?”
8They told him, “We both had dreams, but there is no one to interpret them.” Joseph

responded, “Don’t interpretations belong to God? Tell them tome.”
9 So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph: “In my dream, there was a vine in

front of me.
10On the vine there were three branches. As it budded, its blossoms opened and its

clusters ripened into grapes.
11Now Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, so I took the grapes, squeezed them into his

cup, and put the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.”
12 “This is itsmeaning,” Joseph said to him. “The three branches represent three days.
13 In three more days Pharaoh will reinstate you and restore you to your office. You

will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you did before when youwere cupbearer.
14But remembermewhen it goeswell for you, and showmekindness. Makemention

of me to Pharaoh and bringme out of this prison,
15 for I really was kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews and I have done nothing

wrong here for which they should put me in a dungeon.”
16When the chief baker saw that the interpretation of the first dreamwas favorable,

he said to Joseph, “I also appeared in my dream and there were three baskets of white
bread onmy head.

17 In the top basket there were baked goods of every kind for Pharaoh, but the birds
were eating them from the basket that was onmy head.”

18 Joseph replied, “This is its meaning: The three baskets represent three days.
19 In threemore days Pharaohwill decapitate you and impale you on a pole. Then the

birds will eat your flesh from you.”
20On the third day itwas Pharaoh’s birthday, so he gave a feast for all his servants. He

“lifted up” the head of the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker in the midst
of his servants.

21He restored the chief cupbearer to his former position so that he placed the cup in
Pharaoh’s hand,

22but the chief baker he impaled, just as Joseph had predicted.
23But the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph – he forgot him.

41
1At the end of two full years Pharaoh had a dream. As he was standing by the Nile,
2 seven fine-looking, fat cows were coming up out of the Nile, and they grazed in the

reeds.
3 Then seven bad-looking, thin cows were coming up after them from the Nile, and

they stood beside the other cows at the edge of the river.
4The bad-looking, thin cows ate the seven fine-looking, fat cows. Then Pharaohwoke

up.
5Then he fell asleep again and had a second dream: Therewere seven heads of grain

growing on one stalk, healthy and good.
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6 Then seven heads of grain, thin and burned by the east wind, were sprouting up
after them.

7The thin heads swallowed up the seven healthy and full heads. Then Pharaohwoke
up and realized it was a dream.

8 In the morning he was troubled, so he called for all the diviner-priests of Egypt and
all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for
him.

9Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I recall my failures.
10Pharaohwas enragedwith his servants, and he putme in prison in the house of the

captain of the guards –me and the chief baker.
11We each had a dream one night; each of us had a dreamwith its ownmeaning.
12 Now a young man, a Hebrew, a servant of the captain of the guards, was with

us there. We told him our dreams, and he interpreted the meaning of each of our
respective dreams for us.

13 It happened just as he had said to us – Pharaoh restored me to my office, but he
impaled the baker.”

14Then Pharaoh summoned Joseph. So they brought him quickly out of the dungeon;
he shaved himself, changed his clothes, and came before Pharaoh.

15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it.
But I have heard about you, that you can interpret dreams.”

16 Josephreplied toPharaoh, “It isnotwithinmypower, butGodwill speakconcerning
the welfare of Pharaoh.”

17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing by the edge of the Nile.
18 Then seven fat and fine-looking cows were coming up out of the Nile, and they

grazed in the reeds.
19 Then seven other cows came up after them; they were scrawny, very bad-looking,

and lean. I had never seen such bad-looking cows as these in all the land of Egypt!
20The lean, bad-looking cows ate up the seven fat cows.
21When they had eaten them, no one would have known that they had done so, for

they were just as bad-looking as before. Then I woke up.
22 I also saw inmy dream seven heads of grain growing on one stalk, full and good.
23Then seven heads of grain, withered and thin and burnedwith the east wind, were

sprouting up after them.
24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads of grain. So I told all

this to the diviner-priests, but no one could tell me its meaning.”
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Both dreams of Pharaoh have the same meaning.

God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do.
26 The seven good cows represent seven years, and the seven good heads of grain

represent seven years. Both dreams have the samemeaning.
27 The seven lean, bad-looking cows that came up after them represent seven years,

as do the seven empty heads of grain burned with the east wind. They represent seven
years of famine.

28This is just what I told Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.
29 Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the whole land of Egypt.
30 But seven years of famine will occur after them, and all the abundance will be

forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will devastate the land.
31The previous abundance of the landwill not be remembered because of the famine

that follows, for the famine will be very severe.
32The dreamwas repeated to Pharaoh because the matter has been decreed by God,

and Godwill make it happen soon.
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33“SonowPharaoh should look for awise anddiscerningmanandgivehimauthority
over all the land of Egypt.

34Pharaoh should do this – he should appoint officials throughout the land to collect
one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt during the seven years of abundance.

35 They should gather all the excess food during these good years that are coming.
By Pharaoh’s authority they should store up grain so the cities will have food, and they
should preserve it.

36This food should be held in storage for the land in preparation for the seven years
of famine thatwill occur throughout the land of Egypt. In this way the landwill survive
the famine.”

37This advice made sense to Pharaoh and all his officials.
38 So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find a man like Joseph, one in whom the

Spirit of God is present?”
39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Because God has enabled you to know all this, there is

no one as wise and discerning as you are!
40You will oversee my household, and all my people will submit to your commands.

Only I, the king, will be greater than you.
41 “See here,” Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I place you in authority over all the land of

Egypt.”
42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his own hand and put it on Joseph’s. He

clothed himwith fine linen clothes and put a gold chain around his neck.
43Pharaohhadhimride in the chariotusedbyhis second-in-command, and theycried

out before him, “Kneel down!” So he placed him over all the land of Egypt.
44 Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your permission no one

will move his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.”
45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah. He also gave him Asenath

daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. So Joseph took charge of all the land
of Egypt.

46Now Josephwas 30 years oldwhen he began serving Pharaoh king of Egypt. Joseph
was commissioned by Pharaoh andwas in charge of all the land of Egypt.

47During the seven years of abundance the land produced large, bountiful harvests.
48 Joseph collected all the excess food in the land of Egypt during the seven years and

stored it in the cities. In every city he put the food gathered from the fields around it.
49 Joseph stored up a vast amount of grain, like the sand of the sea, until he stopped

measuring it because it was impossible to measure.
50 Two sons were born to Joseph before the famine came. Asenath daughter of

Potiphera, priest of On, was their mother.
51 Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, saying, “Certainly God has made me forget

all my trouble and all my father’s house.”
52He named the second child Ephraim, saying, “Certainly God has made me fruitful

in the land of my suffering.”
53The seven years of abundance in the land of Egypt came to an end.
54 Then the seven years of famine began, just as Joseph had predicted. There was

famine in all the other lands, but throughout the land of Egypt there was food.
55When all the land of Egypt experienced the famine, the people cried out to Pharaoh

for food. Pharaoh said to all the people of Egypt, “Go to Joseph and dowhatever he tells
you.”

56While the famine was over all the earth, Joseph opened the storehouses and sold
grain to the Egyptians. The famine was severe throughout the land of Egypt.
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57People fromevery country came to Joseph inEgypt to buy grain because the famine
was severe throughout the earth.

42
1When Jacobheard therewas grain inEgypt, he said tohis sons, “Whyareyou looking

at each other?”
2He then said, “Look, I hear that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy grain

for us so that wemay live and not die.”
3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt.
4 But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he said,

“What if some accident happens to him?”
5 So Israel’s sons came to buy grain among the other travelers, for the famine was

severe in the land of Canaan.
6Now Joseph was the ruler of the country, the one who sold grain to all the people of

the country. Joseph’s brothers came andboweddownbefore himwith their faces to the
ground.

7 When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a
stranger to them and spoke to them harshly. He asked, “Where do you come from?”
They answered, “From the land of Canaan, to buy grain for food.”

8 Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him.
9 Then Joseph remembered the dreams he had dreamed about them, and he said to

them, “You are spies; you have come to see if our land is vulnerable!”
10But they exclaimed, “No, my lord! Your servants have come to buy grain for food!
11We are all the sons of oneman; we are honest men! Your servants are not spies.”
12 “No,” he insisted, “but you have come to see if our land is vulnerable.”
13They replied, “Your servants are from a family of twelve brothers. We are the sons

of oneman in the land of Canaan. The youngest is with our father at this time, and one
is no longer alive.”

14But Joseph told them, “It is just as I said to you: You are spies!
15You will be tested in this way: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not depart from

this place unless your youngest brother comes here.
16One of you must go and get your brother, while the rest of you remain in prison.

In this way your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If not, then, as
surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!”

17He imprisoned them all for three days.
18On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do as I say and youwill live, for I fear God.
19 If you are honestmen, leave one of your brothers confined here in prisonwhile the

rest of you go and take grain back for your hungry families.
20But youmust bring your youngest brother tome. Then your words will be verified

and youwill not die.” They did as he said.
21 They said to one other, “Surely we’re being punished because of our brother,

because we saw how distressed he was when he cried to us for mercy, but we refused
to listen. That is why this distress has come on us!”

22Reubensaid to them, “Didn’t I say toyou, ‘Don’t sinagainst theboy,’butyouwouldn’t
listen? So nowwemust pay for shedding his blood!”

23 (Now they did not know that Joseph could understand them, for he was speaking
through an interpreter.)

24He turned away from them and wept. When he turned around and spoke to them
again, he had Simeon taken from them and tied up before their eyes.
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25 Then Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to return each man’s money
to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. His orders were carried out.

26 So they loaded their grain on their donkeys and left.
27When one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey at their resting place,

he saw his money in themouth of his sack.
28He said to his brothers, “Mymoneywas returned! Here it is inmy sack!” Theywere

dismayed; they turned trembling one to another and said, “What in the world has God
done to us?”

29They returned to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan and told himall the things
that had happened to them, saying,

30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke harshly to us and treated us as if we were
spying on the land.

31But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies!
32We are from a family of twelve brothers; we are the sons of one father. One is no

longer alive, and the youngest is with our father at this time in the land of Canaan.’
33 “Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘This is how I will find out if you

are honest men. Leave one of your brothers with me, and take grain for your hungry
households and go.

34But bring your youngest brother back tome so Iwill know that you are honestmen
and not spies. Then Iwill give your brother back to you and youmaymove about freely
in the land.’ ”

35When they were emptying their sacks, there was each man’s bag of money in his
sack! When they and their father saw the bags of money, they were afraid.

36 Their father Jacob said to them, “You are making me childless! Joseph is gone.
Simeon is gone. And now youwant to take Benjamin! Everything is against me.”

37Then Reuben said to his father, “Youmay put my two sons to death if I do not bring
him back to you. Put him inmy care and I will bring him back to you.”

38But Jacob replied, “My son will not go down there with you, for his brother is dead
and he alone is left. If an accident happens to him on the journey you have to make,
then you will bring downmy gray hair in sorrow to the grave.”

43
1Now the famine was severe in the land.
2When they finished eating the grain they had brought from Egypt, their father said

to them, “Return, buy us a little more food.”
3But Judahsaid tohim, “Themansolemnlywarnedus, ‘Youwill not seemy faceunless

your brother is with you.’
4 If you send our brother with us, we’ll go down and buy food for you.
5But if youwill not sendhim,wewon’t go down there because theman said to us, ‘You

will not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ ”
6 Israel said, “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telling the man you had one

more brother?”
7 They replied, “The man questioned us thoroughly about ourselves and our family,

saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ Sowe answered him in
this way. How could we possibly know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”

8 Then Judah said to his father Israel, “Send the boy with me and we will go
immediately. Then wewill live and not die –we and you and our little ones.

9 I myself pledge security for him; youmay hold me liable. If I do not bring him back
to you and place him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life.

10But if we had not delayed, we could have traveled there and back twice by now!”
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11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: Take some of
the best products of the land in your bags, and take a gift down to theman – a little balm
and a little honey, spices andmyrrh, pistachios and almonds.

12Take double themoneywith you; youmust take back themoney that was returned
in themouths of your sacks – perhaps it was an oversight.

13Take your brother too, and go right away to theman.
14May the sovereignGod grant youmercy before theman so that hemay release your

other brother and Benjamin! As for me, if I lose my children I lose them.”
15So themen took these gifts, and they took double themoneywith them, along with

Benjamin. Then they hurried down to Egypt and stood before Joseph.
16When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the servant who was over his

household, “Bring the men to the house. Slaughter an animal and prepare it, for the
menwill eat withme at noon.”

17Theman did just as Joseph said; he brought themen into Joseph’s house.
18But themenwere afraidwhen theywere brought to Joseph’s house. They said, “We

are being brought in because of themoney that was returned in our sacks last time. He
wants to capture us, make us slaves, and take our donkeys!”

19So they approached themanwhowas in charge of Joseph’s household and spoke to
him at the entrance to the house.

20They said, “My lord, we did indeed come down the first time to buy food.
21Butwhenwe came to the placewherewe spent the night, we opened our sacks and

each of us found his money – the full amount – in the mouth of his sack. So we have
returned it.

22We have brought additional money with us to buy food. We do not know who put
themoney in our sacks!”

23 “Everything is fine,” the man in charge of Joseph’s household told them. “Don’t be
afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks. I had
yourmoney.” Then he brought Simeon out to them.

24 The servant in charge brought the men into Joseph’s house. He gave them water,
and they washed their feet. Then he gave food to their donkeys.

25They got their gifts ready for Joseph’s arrival at noon, for they had heard that they
were to have ameal there.

26 When Joseph came home, they presented him with the gifts they had brought
inside, and they bowed down to the ground before him.

27He asked them how they were doing. Then he said, “Is your aging father well, the
one you spoke about? Is he still alive?”

28 “Your servant our father is well,” they replied. “He is still alive.” They bowed down
in humility.

29When Joseph looked up and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, he said,
“Is this your youngest brother, whom you told me about?” Then he said, “May God be
gracious to you, my son.”

30 Joseph hurried out, for hewas overcome by affection for his brother andwas at the
point of tears. So he went to his room andwept there.

31Then hewashed his face and came out. With composure he said, “Set out the food.”
32 They set a place for him, a separate place for his brothers, and another for the

Egyptians who were eating with him. (The Egyptians are not able to eat with Hebrews,
for the Egyptians think it is disgusting to do so.)

33 They sat before him, arranged by order of birth, beginning with the firstborn and
ending with the youngest. Themen looked at each other in astonishment.
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34He gave themportions of the food set before him, but the portion for Benjaminwas
five times greater than the portions for any of the others. They drank with Joseph until
they all became drunk.

44
1He instructed the servantwhowasoverhishousehold, “Fill the sacksof themenwith

as much food as they can carry and put eachman’s money in themouth of his sack.
2 Then put my cup – the silver cup – in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along

with themoney for his grain.” He did as Joseph instructed.
3Whenmorning came, themen and their donkeys were sent off.
4 They had not gone very far from the city when Joseph said to the servant who was

over his household, “Pursue the men at once! When you overtake them, say to them,
‘Why have you repaid good with evil?

5 Doesn’t my master drink from this cup and use it for divination? You have done
wrong!’ ”

6When theman overtook them, he spoke these words to them.
7Theyansweredhim, “Whydoesmy lordsay such things? Farbe it fromyour servants

to do such a thing!
8 Look, the money that we found in the mouths of our sacks we brought back to you

from the land of Canaan. Why then would we steal silver or gold from your master’s
house?

9 If one of us has it, he will die, and the rest of us will becomemy lord’s slaves!”
10He replied, “You have suggested your own punishment! The one who has it will

becomemy slave, but the rest of you will go free.”
11 So eachman quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it.
12Then the man searched. He began with the oldest and finished with the youngest.

The cup was found in Benjamin’s sack!
13They all tore their clothes! Then eachman loaded his donkey, and they returned to

the city.
14So Judah and his brothers came back to Joseph’s house. Hewas still there, and they

threw themselves to the ground before him.
15 Joseph said to them, “What did you think you were doing? Don’t you know that a

man like me can find out things like this by divination?”
16 Judah replied, “What canwe say tomy lord? What canwe speak? Howcanwe clear

ourselves?
God has exposed the sin of your servants! We are now my lord’s slaves, we and the

one in whose possession the cup was found.”
17But Joseph said, “Far be it fromme to do this! The man in whose hand the cup was

foundwill becomemy slave, but the rest of youmay go back to your father in peace.”
18Then Judah approached him and said, “My lord, please allow your servant to speak

a word with you. Please do not get angry with your servant, for you are just like
Pharaoh.

19My lord asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’
20Wesaid tomy lord, ‘Wehave an aged father, and there is a young boywhowas born

when our father was old. The boy’s brother is dead. He is the only one of his mother’s
sons left, and his father loves him.’

21 “Then you told your servants, ‘Bring him down tome so I can see him.’
22Wesaid tomy lord, ‘Theboy cannot leavehis father. If he leaveshis father, his father

will die.’
23But you said to your servants, ‘If your youngest brother does not come down with

you, you will not see my face again.’
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24Whenwe returned to your servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.
25 “Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy us a little food.’
26But we replied, ‘We cannot go down there. If our youngest brother is with us, then

wewill go, forwewon’t be permitted to see theman’s face if our youngest brother is not
with us.’

27 “Then your servantmy father said to us, ‘You know thatmywife gaveme two sons.
28Thefirst disappeared and I said, “Hehas surely been torn to pieces.” I havenot seen

him since.
29 If you take this one fromme tooandanaccidenthappens tohim, thenyouwill bring

downmy gray hair in tragedy to the grave.’
30 “So now, when I return to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us – his

very life is bound up in his son’s life.
31When he sees the boy is not with us, he will die, and your servants will bring down

the gray hair of your servant our father in sorrow to the grave.
32 Indeed, your servant pledged security for the boywithmy father, saying, ‘If I do not

bring him back to you, then I will bear the blame before my father all my life.’
33 “So now, please let your servant remain asmy lord’s slave instead of the boy. As for

the boy, let him go back with his brothers.
34 For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I couldn’t bear to see

my father’s pain.”
45

1 Joseph was no longer able to control himself before all his attendants, so he cried
out, “Make everyone go out frommy presence!” No one remainedwith Josephwhen he
made himself known to his brothers.

2Hewept loudly; the Egyptians heard it and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Ismy father still alive?” His brothers could

not answer him because they were dumbfounded before him.
4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me,” so they came near. Then he said, “I

am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.
5Now, do not be upset and donot be angrywith yourselves because you soldmehere,

for God sent me ahead of you to preserve life!
6 For these past two years there has been famine in the land and for five more years

there will be neither plowing nor harvesting.
7God sent me ahead of you to preserve you on the earth and to save your lives by a

great deliverance.
8 So now, it is not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me an adviser to

Pharaoh, lord over all his household, and ruler over all the land of Egypt.
9Nowgoup tomy father quickly and tell him, ‘This iswhat your son Joseph says: “God

hasmademe lord of all Egypt. Come down tome; do not delay!
10 You will live in the land of Goshen, and you will be near me – you, your children,

your grandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and everything you have.
11 I will provide you with food there because there will be five more years of famine.

Otherwise you would become poor – you, your household, and everyone who belongs
to you.” ’

12You andmybrother Benjamin can certainly seewith your own eyes that I really am
the one who speaks to you.

13 So tell my father about all my honor in Egypt and about everything you have seen.
But bringmy father down here quickly!”

14Thenhe threwhimself on theneckofhisbrotherBenjaminandwept, andBenjamin
wept on his neck.
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15He kissed all his brothers and wept over them. After this his brothers talked with
him.

16Now itwas reported in the household of Pharaoh, “Joseph’s brothers have arrived.”
It pleased Pharaoh and his servants.

17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and go
to the land of Canaan!

18Get your father and your households and come tome! Then I will give you the best
land in Egypt and youwill eat the best of the land.’

19You are also commanded to say, ‘Do this: Take for yourselveswagons from the land
of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives. Bring your father and come.

20 Don’t worry about your belongings, for the best of all the land of Egypt will be
yours.’ ”

21 So the sons of Israel did as he said. Joseph gave them wagons as Pharaoh had
instructed, and he gave them provisions for the journey.

22He gave sets of clothes to each one of them, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred
pieces of silver and five sets of clothes.

23 To his father he sent the following: ten donkeys loaded with the best products of
Egypt and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, food, and provisions for his father’s
journey.

24Thenhe sent his brothers on theirway and they left. He said to them, “As you travel
don’t be overcomewith fear.”

25 So they went up from Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan.
26They told him, “Joseph is still alive and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt!” Jacob

was stunned, for he did not believe them.
27Butwhen they related to himeverything Josephhad said to them, andwhenhe saw

the wagons that Joseph had sent to transport him, their father Jacob’s spirit revived.
28Then Israel said, “Enough! My son Joseph is still alive! I will go and see him before

I die.”
46

1 So Israel began his journey, taking with him all that he had. When he came to Beer
Sheba he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.

2God spoke to Israel in a vision during the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” He replied,
“Here I am!”

3He said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for
I will make you into a great nation there.

4 I will go down with you to Egypt and I myself will certainly bring you back from
there. Joseph will close your eyes.”

5 Then Jacob started out from Beer Sheba, and the sons of Israel carried their father
Jacob, their little children, and their wives in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent along
to transport him.

6 Jacob and all his descendants took their livestock and the possessions they had
acquired in the land of Canaan, and they went to Egypt.

7 He brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons, his daughters and grand-
daughters – all his descendants.

8These are the names of the sons of Israel whowent to Egypt – Jacob and his sons:
Reuben, the firstborn of Jacob.
9The sons of Reuben:
Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.
10The sons of Simeon:
Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar,
and Shaul (the son of a Canaanite woman).
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11The sons of Levi:
Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.
12The sons of Judah:
Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah
(but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan).
The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul.
13The sons of Issachar:
Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron.
14The sons of Zebulun:
Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.
15 These were the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram, along with

Dinah his daughter. His sons and daughters numbered thirty-three in all.
16The sons of Gad:
Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.
17The sons of Asher:
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and Serah their sister.
The sons of Beriah were Heber andMalkiel.
18Thesewere the sons of Zilpah,whomLaban gave to Leahhis daughter. She bore these

to Jacob, sixteen in all.
19The sons of Rachel the wife of Jacob:
Joseph and Benjamin.
20Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph in the land of Egypt. Asenath daughter

of Potiphera, priest of On, bore them to him.
21The sons of Benjamin:
Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard.
22These were the sons of Rachel whowere born to Jacob, fourteen in all.
23The son of Dan: Hushim.
24The sons of Naphtali:
Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.
25 These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter. She bore

these to Jacob, seven in all.
26 All the direct descendants of Jacob who went to Egypt with him were sixty-six in

number. (This number does not include the wives of Jacob’s sons.)
27 Counting the two sons of Joseph who were born to him in Egypt, all the people of

the household of Jacob whowere in Egypt numbered seventy.
28 Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph to accompany him to Goshen. So they came

to the land of Goshen.
29 Josephharnessedhis chariot andwentup tomeethis father Israel inGoshen. When

hemet him, he hugged his neck andwept on his neck for quite some time.
30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now letme die since I have seen your face and know that you

are still alive.”
31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and his father’s household, “I will go up and tell

Pharaoh, ‘Mybrothers andmy father’s householdwhowere in the land of Canaan have
come tome.

32Themen are shepherds; they take care of livestock. They have brought their flocks
and their herds and all that they have.’

33Pharaoh will summon you and say, ‘What is your occupation?’
34 Tell him, ‘Your servants have taken care of cattle from our youth until now, both

we and our fathers,’ so that youmay live in the land of Goshen, for everyonewho takes
care of sheep is disgusting to the Egyptians.”
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47
1 Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father, my brothers, their flocks and herds, and

all that they own have arrived from the land of
Canaan. They are now in the land of Goshen.”
2He took five of his brothers and introduced them to Pharaoh.
3Pharaoh said to Joseph’s brothers, “What is your occupation?” They said to Pharaoh,

“Your servants take care of flocks, just as our ancestors did.”
4Then they said to Pharaoh, “Wehave come to live as temporary residents in the land.

There is no pasture for your servants’ flocks because the famine is severe in the land of
Canaan. So now, please let your servants live in the land of Goshen.”

5Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you.
6 The land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best

region of the land. They may live in the land of Goshen. If you know of any highly
capable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.”

7 Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and presented him before Pharaoh. Jacob
blessed Pharaoh.

8Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How long have you lived?”
9 Jacob said to Pharaoh, “All the years of my travels are 130. All the years of my

life have been few and painful; the years of my travels are not as long as those of my
ancestors.”

10Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh andwent out from his presence.
11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers. He gave them territory in the land

of Egypt, in the best region of the land, the land of Rameses, just as Pharaoh had
commanded.

12 Joseph also provided food for his father, his brothers, and all his father’s household,
according to the number of their little children.

13But there was no food in all the land because the famine was very severe; the land
of Egypt and the land of Canaanwasted away because of the famine.

14 Joseph collected all the money that could be found in the land of Egypt and in the
land of Canaan as payment for the grain they were buying. Then Joseph brought the
money into Pharaoh’s palace.

15When themoney from the lands of Egypt andCanaanwasusedup, all theEgyptians
came to Joseph and said, “Give us food! Why should we die before your very eyes
because ourmoney has run out?”

16 Then Joseph said, “If your money is gone, bring your livestock, and I will give you
food in exchange for your livestock.”

17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food in exchange
for their horses, the livestock of their flocks and herds, and their donkeys. He got them
through that year by giving them food in exchange for livestock.

18 When that year was over, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We
cannot hide from our lord that the money is used up and the livestock and the animals
belong to our lord. Nothing remains before our lord except our bodies and our land.

19Why should we die before your very eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our
land in exchange for food, andwe,with our land, will become Pharaoh’s slaves. Give us
seed that wemay live and not die. Then the land will not become desolate.”

20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh. Each of the Egyptians sold his
field, for the famine was severe. So the land became Pharaoh’s.

21 Joseph made all the people slaves from one end of Egypt’s border to the other end
of it.



Genesis 47:22 60 Genesis 48:11

22But he did not purchase the land of the priests because the priests had an allotment
from Pharaoh and they ate from their allotment that Pharaoh gave them. That is why
they did not sell their land.

23 Josephsaid to thepeople, “Since Ihavebought youandyour land today forPharaoh,
here is seed for you. Cultivate the land.

24When you gather in the crop, give one-fifth of it to Pharaoh, and the rest will be
yours for seed for the fields and for you to eat, including those in your households and
your little children.”

25 They replied, “You have saved our lives! You are showing us favor, and we will be
Pharaoh’s slaves.”

26 So Joseph made it a statute, which is in effect to this day throughout the land
of Egypt: One-fifth belongs to Pharaoh. Only the land of the priests did not become
Pharaoh’s.

27 Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen, and they owned land there.
They were fruitful and increased rapidly in number.

28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; the years of Jacob’s life were 147
in all.

29 The time for Israel to die approached, so he called for his son Joseph and said to
him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, put your hand under my thigh and show
me kindness and faithfulness. Do not buryme in Egypt,

30but when I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial
place.” Joseph said, “I will do as you say.”

31 Jacob said, “Swear to me that you will do so.” So Joseph gave him his word. Then
Israel bowed down at the head of his bed.

48
1After these things Joseph was told, “Your father is weakening.” So he took his two

sons Manasseh and Ephraimwith him.
2 When Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has just come to you,” Israel regained

strength and sat up on his bed.
3 Jacob said to Joseph, “The sovereignGodappeared tomeat Luz in the landof Canaan

and blessedme.
4He said tome, ‘I amgoing tomake you fruitful andwillmultiply you. Iwillmake you

into a group of nations, and I will give this land to your descendants as an everlasting
possession.’

5 “Now, as for your two sons, whowere born to you in the land of Egypt before I came
to you in Egypt, they will be mine. Ephraim andManasseh will be mine just as Reuben
and Simeon are.

6Any children that you father after them will be yours; they will be listed under the
names of their brothers in their inheritance.

7 But as for me, when I was returning from Paddan, Rachel died – to my sorrow – in
the landof Canaan. It happenedalong theway, somedistance fromEphrath. So I buried
her there on the way to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem).

8When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he asked, “Who are these?”
9 Joseph said to his father, “They are the sons God has given me in this place.” His

father said, “Bring them tome so I may bless them.”
10Now Israel’s eyes were failing because of his age; he was not able to see well. So

Joseph brought his sons near to him, and his father kissed them and embraced them.
11 Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see you again, but now God has allowed

me to see your children too.”
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12 So Joseph moved them from Israel’s knees and bowed down with his face to the
ground.

13 Joseph positioned them; he put Ephraim on his right hand across from Israel’s
left hand, and Manasseh on his left hand across from Israel’s right hand. Then Joseph
brought them closer to his father.

14 Israel stretchedouthis righthandandplaced it onEphraim’shead, althoughhewas
the younger. Crossing his hands, he put his left hand onManasseh’s head, forManasseh
was the firstborn.
15Then he blessed Joseph and said,
“May the God before whommy fathers
Abraham and Isaac walked –
the God who has beenmy shepherd
all my life long to this day,
16 the Angel who has protectedme
from all harm –
bless these boys.
Maymy name be named in them,
and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac.
May they grow into amultitude on the earth.”

17 When Joseph saw that his father placed his right hand on Ephraim’s head, it
displeased him. So he took his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to
Manasseh’s head.

18 Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn. Put your right
hand on his head.”

19Buthis father refusedandsaid, “I know,myson, I know. He toowill becomeanation
and he too will become great. In spite of this, his younger brother will be even greater
and his descendants will become amultitude of nations.”

20 So he blessed them that day, saying,
“By youwill Israel bless, saying,
‘May Godmake you like Ephraim andManasseh.’ ”
So he put Ephraim before Manasseh.
21Then Israel said to Joseph, “I amabout todie, butGodwill bewithyouandwill bring

you back to the land of your fathers.
22As one who is above your brothers, I give to you the mountain slope, which I took

from the Amorites withmy sword andmy bow.”

49
1 Jacob called for his sons and said, “Gather together so I can tell youwhatwill happen

to you in the future.
2 “Assemble and listen, you sons of Jacob;
listen to Israel, your father.
3Reuben, you aremy firstborn,
mymight and the beginning of my strength,
outstanding in dignity, outstanding in power.
4You are destructive like water and will not excel,
for you got on your father’s bed,
then you defiled it – he got onmy couch!
5 Simeon and Levi are brothers,
weapons of violence are their knives!
6Omy soul, do not come into their council,
do not be united to their assembly, my heart,
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for in their anger they have killedmen,
and for pleasure they have hamstrung oxen.
7Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce,
and their fury, for it was cruel.
I will divide them in Jacob,
and scatter them in Israel!
8 Judah, your brothers will praise you.
Your handwill be on the neck of your enemies,
your father’s sons will bow down before you.
9You are a lion’s cub, Judah,
from the prey, my son, you have gone up.
He crouches and lies down like a lion;
like a lioness –whowill rouse him?
10The scepter will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
until he comes to whom it belongs;
the nations will obey him.
11Binding his foal to the vine,
and his colt to the choicest vine,
he will wash his garments in wine,
his robes in the blood of grapes.
12His eyes will be dark fromwine,
and his teeth white frommilk.
13Zebulun will live by the haven of the sea
and become a haven for ships;
his border will extend to Sidon.
14 Issachar is a strong-boned donkey
lying down between two saddlebags.
15When he sees a good resting place,
and the pleasant land,
he will bend his shoulder to the burden
and become a slave laborer.
16Danwill judge his people
as one of the tribes of Israel.
17May Dan be a snake beside the road,
a viper by the path,
that bites the heels of the horse
so that its rider falls backward.
18 I wait for your deliverance, O LORD.
19Gadwill be raided bymarauding bands,
but he will attack them at their heels.
20Asher’s food will be rich,
and he will provide delicacies to royalty.
21Naphtali is a free running doe,
he speaks delightful words.
22 Joseph is a fruitful bough,
a fruitful bough near a spring
whose branches climb over the wall.
23The archers will attack him,
they will shoot at him and oppose him.
24But his bowwill remain steady,
and his hands will be skillful;
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because of the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,
because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,
25because of the God of your father,
who will help you,
because of the sovereign God,
whowill bless you
with blessings from the sky above,
blessings from the deep that lies below,
and blessings of the breasts and womb.
26The blessings of your father are greater
than the blessings of the eternal mountains
or the desirable things of the age-old hills.
They will be on the head of Joseph
and on the brow of the prince of his brothers.
27Benjamin is a ravenous wolf;
in themorning devouring the prey,
and in the evening dividing the plunder.”

28These are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what their father said to themwhen he
blessed them. He gave each of them an appropriate blessing.

29Then he instructed them, “I am about to go to my people. Bury mewith my fathers
in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite.

30 It is the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in the land of Canaan, which
Abraham bought for a burial plot from Ephron the Hittite.

31There theyburiedAbrahamandhiswife Sarah; there theyburied Isaacandhiswife
Rebekah; and there I buried Leah.

32The field and the cave in it were acquired from the sons of Heth.”
33When Jacob finished giving these instructions to his sons, he pulled his feet up onto

the bed, breathed his last breath, and went to his people.

50
1Then Joseph hugged his father’s face. He wept over him and kissed him.
2 Joseph instructed the physicians in his service to embalm his father, so the physi-

cians embalmed Israel.
3They took forty days, for that is the full time needed for embalming. The Egyptians

mourned for him seventy days.
4When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh’s royal court, “If I

have found favor in your sight, please say to Pharaoh,
5 ‘My fathermademe swear an oath. He said, “I am about to die. Buryme inmy tomb

that I dug for myself there in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go and bury my father;
then I will return.’ ”

6 So Pharaoh said, “Go and bury your father, just as hemade you swear to do.”
7 So Joseph went up to bury his father; all Pharaoh’s officials went with him – the

senior courtiers of his household, all the senior officials of the land of Egypt,
8 all Joseph’s household, his brothers, and his father’s household. But they left their

little children and their flocks and herds in the land of Goshen.
9Chariots and horsemen also went up with him, so it was a very large entourage.
10When they came to the threshing floor of Atad on the other side of the Jordan, they

mourned there with very great and bitter sorrow. There Joseph observed a seven day
period of mourning for his father.
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11When the Canaanites who lived in the land saw them mourning at the threshing
floor of Atad, they said, “This is a very sad occasion for the Egyptians.” That is why its
namewas called Abel Mizraim, which is beyond the Jordan.

12 So the sons of Jacob did for him just as he had instructed them.
13His sons carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field

of Machpelah, near Mamre. This is the field Abraham purchased as a burial plot from
Ephron the Hittite.

14After he buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, alongwith his brothers and all
who had accompanied him to bury his father.

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph
bears a grudge andwants to repay us in full for all the harmwe did to him?”

16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave these instructions before he
died:

17 ‘Tell Joseph this: Please forgive the sin of your brothers and the wrong they did
when they treated you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sin of the servants of the God
of your father.” When this message was reported to him, Joseph wept.

18 Then his brothers also came and threw themselves down before him; they said,
“Here we are; we are your slaves.”

19But Joseph answered them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?
20 As for you, you meant to harm me, but God intended it for a good purpose, so he

could preserve the lives of many people, as you can see this day.
21 So now, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your little children.” Then he

consoled them and spoke kindly to them.
22 Joseph lived in Egypt, along with his father’s family. Joseph lived 110 years.
23 Joseph saw the descendants of Ephraim to the third generation. He also saw the

children of Makir the son of Manasseh; they were given special inheritance rights by
Joseph.

24Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I amabout to die. But Godwill surely come to you
and lead you up from this land to the land he swore on oath to give to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.”

25 Josephmade the sons of Israel swear an oath. He said, “Godwill surely come to you.
Then youmust carrymy bones up from this place.”

26 So Joseph died at the age of 110. After they embalmed him, his body was placed in
a coffin in Egypt.
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Exodus
Blessing during Bondage in Egypt

1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who entered Egypt – each man with his
household entered with Jacob:

2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,
4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher.
5 All the people who were directly descended from Jacob numbered seventy. But

Joseph was already in Egypt,
6and in time Joseph and his brothers and all that generation died.
7 The Israelites, however, were fruitful, increased greatly, multiplied, and became

extremely strong, so that the land was filled with them.
8Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power over Egypt.
9He said to his people, “Look at the Israelite people, more numerous and stronger

than we are!
10Come, let’s deal wisely with them. Otherwise they will continue to multiply, and if

a war breaks out, they will ally themselves with our enemies and fight against us and
leave the country.”

11So they put foremen over the Israelites to oppress themwith hard labor. As a result
they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh.

12But the more the Egyptians oppressed them, the more they multiplied and spread.
As a result the Egyptians loathed the Israelites,

13and theymade the Israelites serve rigorously.
14Theymade their lives bitter byhard servicewithmortar andbricks andby all kinds

of service in the fields. Every kind of service the Israelites were required to give was
rigorous.

15The king of Egypt said to theHebrewmidwives, one ofwhomwas named Shiphrah
and the other Puah,

16 “When you assist the Hebrew women in childbirth, observe at the delivery: If it is
a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, shemay live.”

17But the midwives feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them;
they let the boys live.

18Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you
done this and let the boys live?”

19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women – for the Hebrew women are vigorous; they give birth before the
midwife gets to them!”

20 So God treated the midwives well, and the people multiplied and became very
strong.

21And because themidwives feared God, hemade households for them.
22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “All sons that are born you must throw

into the river, but all daughters youmay let live.”

2
1Aman from the household of Levimarried awomanwhowas a descendant of Levi.
2The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a

healthy child, she hid him for threemonths.
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3Butwhen shewas no longer able to hide him, she took a papyrus basket for him and
sealed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and set it among the reeds along
the edge of the Nile.

4His sister stationed herself at a distance to find out what would happen to him.
5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself by the Nile, while her

attendants were walking alongside the river, and she saw the basket among the reeds.
She sent one of her attendants, took it,

6 opened it, and saw the child – a boy, crying! – and she felt compassion for him and
said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”

7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get a nursing woman for
you from the Hebrews, so that shemay nurse the child for you?”

8Pharaoh’s daughter said toher, “Yes, do so.” So the younggirlwent andgot the child’s
mother.

9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse him forme, and I will pay
your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him.

10When the child grew older she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became
her son. She named himMoses, saying, “Because I drew him from the water.”

The Presumption of the Deliverer
11 In those days, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and observed

their hard labor, and he saw an Egyptianman attacking a Hebrewman, one of his own
people.

12He looked this way and that and saw that no one was there, and then he attacked
the Egyptian and concealed the body in the sand.

13When hewent out the next day, therewere twoHebrewmen fighting. So he said to
the one whowas in the wrong, “Why are you attacking your fellow Hebrew?”

14Theman replied, “Whomade you a ruler and a judge over us? Are you planning to
kill me like you killed that Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, thinking, “Surely what I
did has become known.”

15When Pharaoh heard about this event, he sought to kill Moses. So Moses fled from
Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian, and he settled by a certain well.

16 Now a priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came and began to draw
water and fill the troughs in order to water their father’s flock.

17When some shepherds came and drove them away, Moses came up and defended
them and then watered their flock.

18Sowhen theycamehome to their fatherReuel, heasked, “Whyhaveyoucomehome
so early today?”

19They said, “An Egyptianman rescued us from the shepherds, and he actually drew
water for us and watered the flock!”

20He said to his daughters, “Sowhere is he? Why in theworld did you leave theman?
Call him, so that hemay eat a meal with us.”

21Moses agreed to stay with the man, and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in
marriage.

22When she bore a son, Moses named him Gershom, for he said, “I have become a
resident foreigner in a foreign land.”

The Call of the Deliverer
23During that long period of time the king of Egypt died, and the Israelites groaned

because of the slave labor. They cried out, and their desperate cry because of their slave
labor went up to God.

24 God heard their groaning, God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with
Isaac, and with Jacob,
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25God saw the Israelites, and God understood….
3

1 Now Moses was shepherding the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to the mountain of
God, to Horeb.

2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from within a bush. He
looked – and the bush was ablaze with fire, but it was not being consumed!

3SoMoses thought, “I will turn aside to see this amazing sight. Why does the bush not
burn up?”

4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to look, God called to him fromwithin
the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” AndMoses said, “Here I am.”

5God said, “Do not approach any closer! Take your sandals off your feet, for the place
where you are standing is holy ground.”

6He added, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.” ThenMoses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

7 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt. I
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.

8 I have come down to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them
up from that land to a land that is both good and spacious, to a land flowing with milk
and honey, to the region of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and
Jebusites.

9And now indeed the cry of the Israelites has come to me, and I have also seen how
severely the Egyptians oppress them.

10 So now go, and I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of
Egypt.”

11Moses said to God, “Whoam I, that I should go to Pharaoh, or that I should bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?”

12He replied, “Surely I will be with you, and this will be the sign to you that I have
sent you: When you bring the people out of Egypt, you and they will serve God on this
mountain.”

13Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and tell them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,’ and they askme, ‘What is his name?’ –what should I say to them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM|strong="H1961" that I AM.” And he said, “You must say
this|strong="H3541" to the Israelites, ‘I AM|strong="H1961" has sent me to you.’ ”

15God also said to Moses, “You must say this to the Israelites, ‘The LORD – the God of
your fathers, theGodofAbraham, theGodof Isaac, and theGodof Jacob –has sentme to
you. This is my name forever, and this is mymemorial from generation to generation.’

16 “Go and bring together the elders of Israel and tell them, ‘The LORD, the God of
your fathers, appeared to me – the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – saying, “I have
attended carefully to you and to what has been done to you in Egypt,

17and I have promised that Iwill bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land
of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, to a land flowing
withmilk and honey.” ’

18 “The elders will listen to you, and then you and the elders of Israel must go to the
king of Egypt and tell him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. So now,
let us go three days’ journey into the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to the LORD
our God.’

19But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go, not even under force.
20So I will extendmy hand and strike Egypt with all mywonders that I will do among

them, and after that he will release you.
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21 “I will grant this people favor with the Egyptians, so that when you depart you will
not leave empty-handed.

22Every woman will ask her neighbor and the one who happens to be staying in her
house for items of silver and gold and for clothing. You will put these articles on your
sons and daughters – thus you will plunder Egypt!”

4
1Moses answered again, “And if they do not believe me or pay attention to me, but

say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to you’?”
2The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.”
3 The LORD said|strong="H0559", “Throw it to the ground.” So he threw it to the

ground, and it became a snake, andMoses ran from it.
4But the LORD said toMoses, “Put out your hand and grab it by the tail” – so he put out

his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand –
5 “that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham,

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”
6 The LORD also said to him, “Put your hand into your robe.” So he put his hand into

his robe, and when he brought it out – there was his hand, leprous like snow!
7He said, “Put your hand back into your robe.” So he put his hand back into his robe,

andwhenhebrought it out fromhis robe – there itwas, restored like the rest of his skin!
8 “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the former sign, then theymay believe

the latter sign.
9And if they donot believe even these two signs or listen to you, then take somewater

from the Nile and pour it out on the dry ground. The water you take out of the Nile will
become blood on the dry ground.”

10ThenMoses said to the LORD, “Omy Lord, I am not an eloquent man, neither in the
past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech and slow of
tongue.”

11The LORD said to him, “Who gave a mouth to man, or whomakes a personmute or
deaf or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?

12 So now go, and I will be with yourmouth andwill teach you what youmust say.”
13But Moses said, “Omy Lord, please send anyone else whom youwish to send!”
14 Then the LORD became angry with Moses, and he said, “What about your brother

Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak very well. Moreover, he is coming to meet
you, and when he sees you he will be glad in his heart.

15 “So you are to speak to him and put thewords in hismouth. And as forme, I will be
with yourmouth andwith his mouth, and I will teach you both what youmust do.

16Hewill speak for you to the people, and it will be as if hewere yourmouth and as if
you were his God.

17Youwill also take in your hand this staff, with which you will do the signs.”
The Return ofMoses

18SoMoses went back to his father-in-law Jethro and said to him, “Letme go, so that I
may return to my relatives in Egypt and see if they are still alive.” Jethro said to Moses,
“Go in peace.”

19The LORD said toMoses inMidian, “Goback to Egypt, because all themenwhowere
seeking your life are dead.”

20 Then Moses took his wife and sons and put them on a donkey and headed back to
the land of Egypt, andMoses took the staff of God in his hand.
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21TheLORD said toMoses, “Whenyougoback toEgypt, see that youdobeforePharaoh
all the wonders I have put under your control. But I will harden his heart and he will
not let the people go.

22Youmust say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Israel is my son, my firstborn,
23 and I said to you, ‘Let my son go that he may serve me,’ but since you have refused

to let him go, I will surely kill your son, your firstborn!” ’ ”
24Now on the way, at a place where they stopped for the night, the LORD met Moses

and sought to kill him.
25 But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off the foreskin of her son and touched it to

Moses’ feet, and said, “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me.”
26So the LORD let|strong="H7503" him alone. (At that time she said, “Abridegroomof

blood,” referring to the circumcision.)
27 The LORD said to Aaron, “Go to the wilderness to meet Moses. So he went and met

him at themountain of God and greeted himwith a kiss.
28Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORDwho had sent him and all the signs that

he had commanded him.
29ThenMoses and Aaron went and brought together all the Israelite elders.
30Aaron spoke all the words that the LORD had spoken to Moses and did the signs in

the sight of the people,
31 and the people believed. When they heard that the LORD had attended to the

Israelites and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed down close to the ground.

5
1AfterwardMoses andAaronwent to Pharaoh and said, “Thus says the LORD, the God

of Israel, ‘Releasemy people so that theymay hold a pilgrim feast to me in the desert.’ ”
2But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I should obey him by releasing Israel? I do

not know the LORD, and I will not release Israel!”
3 And they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Let us go a three-day

journey into the desert so that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, so that he does
not strike us with plague or the sword.”

4 The king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you cause the people to
refrain from their work? Return to your labor!”

5 Pharaoh was thinking, “The people of the land are now many, and you are giving
them rest from their labor.”

6That same day Pharaoh commanded the slavemasters and foremenwhowere over
the people:

7 “Youmust no longer give straw to the people for making bricks as before. Let them
go and collect straw for themselves.

8Butyoumust requireof themthe samequotaofbricks that theyweremakingbefore.
Do not reduce it, for they are slackers. That is why they are crying, ‘Let us go sacrifice to
our God.’

9Make theworkharder for themen so theywill keepat it andpaynoattention to lying
words!”

10So the slavemasters of the people and their foremenwent to the Israelites and said,
“Thus says Pharaoh: ‘I am not giving you straw.

11You go get straw for yourselves wherever you can find it, because there will be no
reduction at all in your workload.’ ”

12 So the people spread out through all the land of Egypt to collect stubble for straw.
13The slavemasterswerepressuring them, saying, “Complete yourwork for eachday,

just like when there was straw!”
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14 The Israelite foremen whom Pharaoh’s slave masters had set over them were
beaten andwere asked, “Why did you not complete your requirement for brickmaking
as in the past – both yesterday and today?”

15
The Israelite foremen went and cried out to Pharaoh, “Why are you treating your

servants this way?
16No straw is given to your servants, butwe are told, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are

even being beaten, but the fault is with your people.”
17But Pharaoh replied, “You are slackers! Slackers! That is why you are saying, ‘Let

us go sacrifice to the LORD.’
18 So now, get back to work! You will not be given straw, but you must still produce

your quota of bricks!”
19The Israelite foremen saw that theywere in troublewhen theywere told, “Youmust

not reduce the daily quota of your bricks.”
20When they went out from Pharaoh, they encountered Moses and Aaron standing

there to meet them,
21 and they said to them, “May the LORD look on you and judge, because you have

made us stink in the opinion of Pharaoh and his servants, so that you have given them
an excuse to kill us!”

The Assurance of Deliverance
22Moses returned to the LORD, and said, “Lord, why have you caused trouble for this

people? Why did you ever sendme?
23 From the time I went to speak to Pharaoh in your name, he has caused trouble for

this people, and you have certainly not rescued them!”

6
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh, for

compelled bymy strong hand hewill release them, and bymy strong hand hewill drive
them out of his land.”

2God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD.
3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God Almighty, but bymy name ‘the

LORD’ I was not known to them.
4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where

they were living as resident foreigners.
5 I have also heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving,

and I have rememberedmy covenant.
6 Therefore, tell the Israelites, ‘I am the LORD. I will bring you out from your

enslavement to the Egyptians, I will rescue you from the hard labor they impose, and I
will redeem youwith an outstretched arm andwith great judgments.

7 Iwill take you tomyself for a people, and Iwill be yourGod. Then youwill know that
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from your enslavement to the Egyptians.

8 I will bring you to the land I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob – and I
will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD!’”

9
Moses told this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their

discouragement and hard labor.
10Then the LORD said to Moses,
11 “Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt that hemust release the Israelites from his land.”
12But Moses replied to the LORD, “If the Israelites did not listen to me, then how will

Pharaoh listen to me, since I speak with difficulty?”
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13The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them a charge for the Israelites and
Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring the Israelites out of the land of Egypt.

The Ancestry of the Deliverer
14These are the heads of their fathers’ households:
The sons of Reuben, the firstborn son of Israel, were Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and

Carmi. These were the clans of Reuben.
15The sons of Simeonwere Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a

Canaanite woman. These were the clans of Simeon.
16Now these are the names of the sons of Levi, according to their records: Gershon,

Kohath, andMerari. (The length of Levi’s life was 137 years.)
17The sons of Gershon, by their families, were Libni and Shimei.
18The sons ofKohathwereAmram, Izhar, Hebron, andUzziel. (The length ofKohath’s

life was 133 years.)
19The sons of Merari were Mahli andMushi. These were the clans of Levi, according

to their records.
20Amram married his father’s sister Jochebed, and she bore him Aaron and Moses.

(The length of Amram’s life was 137 years.)
21The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and Zikri.
22The sons of Uzziel wereMishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.
23Aaron married Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and

she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
24 The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph. These were the Korahite

clans.
25NowEleazar son of Aaronmarried one of the daughters of Putiel and she bore him

Phinehas.
These are the heads of the fathers’ households of Levi according to their clans.
26 It was the same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring the Israelites out

of the land of Egypt by their regiments.”
27They were the men who were speaking to Pharaoh king of Egypt, in order to bring

the Israelites out of Egypt. It was the sameMoses and Aaron.
The Authentication of theWord

28When the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt,
29he said to him, “I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I am telling you.”
30But Moses said before the LORD, “Since I speak with difficulty, why should Pharaoh

listen to me?”
7

1 So the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your
brother Aaron will be your prophet.

2 You are to speak everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell
Pharaoh that hemust release the Israelites from his land.

3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and although I will multiply my signs and my
wonders in the land of Egypt,

4 Pharaoh will not listen to you. I will reach into Egypt and bring out my regiments,
my people the Israelites, from the land of Egypt with great acts of judgment.

5Then the Egyptianswill know that I am the LORD,when I extendmyhand over Egypt
and bring the Israelites out from among them.

6AndMoses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD commanded them.
7Now Moses was eighty years old and Aaron was eighty-three years old when they

spoke to Pharaoh.
8The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
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9 “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Do a miracle,’ and you say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff
and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ it will become a snake.”

10 When Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, they did so, just as the LORD had
commanded them –Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants and it
became a snake.

11Then Pharaoh also summonedwisemen and sorcerers, and themagicians of Egypt
by their secret arts did the same thing.

12 Each man threw down his staff, and the staffs became snakes. But Aaron’s staff
swallowed up their staffs.

13Yet Pharaoh’s heart becamehard, andhe did not listen to them, just as the LORDhad
predicted.

The First Blow: Water to Blood
14The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hard; he refuses to release the people.
15Go to Pharaoh in the morning when he goes out to the water. Position yourself to

meet him by the edge of the Nile, and take in your hand the staff that was turned into a
snake.

16Tell him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to you to say, “Releasemy
people, that theymay serveme in the desert!” But until now you have not listened.

17Thus says the LORD: “By this you will know that I am the LORD: I am going to strike
the water of the Nile with the staff that is in my hand, and it will be turned into blood.

18Fish in theNilewill die, theNilewill stink, and the Egyptianswill be unable to drink
water from the Nile.” ’ ”

19Then the LORD said toMoses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand
over Egypt’s waters – over their rivers, over their canals, over their ponds, and over all
their reservoirs – so that it becomes blood.’ There will be blood everywhere in the land
of Egypt, even in wooden and stone containers.”

20Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD had commanded. Moses raised the staff
and struck the water that was in the Nile right before the eyes of Pharaoh and his
servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood.

21 When the fish that were in the Nile died, the Nile began to stink, so that the
Egyptians could not drinkwater from theNile. Therewas blood everywhere in the land
of Egypt!

22But themagicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts, and so Pharaoh’s heart
remained hard, and he refused to listen to Moses and Aaron – just as the LORD had
predicted.

23And Pharaoh turned andwent into his house. He did not pay any attention to this.
24 All the Egyptians dug around the Nile for water to drink, because they could not

drink the water of the Nile.
The Second Blow: Frogs

25 Seven full days passed after the LORD struck the Nile.

8
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the LORD:

“Release my people in order that theymay serveme!
2 But if you refuse to release them, then I am going to plague all your territory with

frogs.
3 The Nile will swarm with frogs, and they will come up and go into your house, in

your bedroom, and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants and your people,
and into your ovens and your kneading troughs.

4Frogs will come up against you, your people, and all your servants.” ’ ”
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5 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Extend your hand with your staff over the
rivers, over the canals, and over the ponds, and bring the frogs up over the land of
Egypt.’ ”

6SoAaronextendedhishandover thewatersofEgypt, and frogs cameupandcovered
the land of Egypt.

7The magicians did the same with their secret arts and brought up frogs on the land
of Egypt too.

8Then Pharaoh summonedMoses and Aaron and said, “Pray to the LORD that hemay
take the frogs away fromme andmy people, and I will release the people that theymay
sacrifice to the LORD.”

9Moses said to Pharaoh, “Youmayhave thehonor overme –when shall I pray for you,
your servants, and your people, for the frogs to be removed from you and your houses,
so that they will be left only in the Nile?”

10He said, “Tomorrow.” AndMoses said, “It will be as you say, so that you may know
that there is no one like the LORD our God.

11The frogs will depart from you, your houses, your servants, and your people; they
will be left only in the Nile.”

12 Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD
because of the frogs that he had brought on Pharaoh.

13The LORD did asMoses asked – the frogs died out of the houses, the villages, and the
fields.

14The Egyptians piled them in countless heaps, and the land stank.
15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not

listen to them, just as the LORD had predicted.
The Third Blow: Gnats

16 The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Extend your staff and strike the dust of the
ground, and it will become gnats throughout all the land of Egypt.’ ”

17Theydid so; Aaronextendedhishandwithhis staff, he struck thedustof theground,
and it became gnats on people and on animals. All the dust of the ground became gnats
throughout all the land of Egypt.

18When the magicians attempted to bring forth gnats by their secret arts, they could
not. So there were gnats on people and on animals.

19 The magicians said to Pharaoh, “It is the finger of God!” But Pharaoh’s heart
remained hard, and he did not listen to them, just as the LORD had predicted.

The Fourth Blow: Flies
20The LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning and position yourself before

Pharaoh as he goes out to the water, and tell him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Release my
people that theymay serveme!

21 If you do not releasemy people, then I am going to send swarms of flies on you and
on your servants and on your people and in your houses. The houses of the Egyptians
will be full of flies, and even the ground they stand on.

22But on that day I will mark off the land of Goshen, wheremy people are staying, so
that no swarms of flies will be there, that youmay know that I am the LORD in themidst
of this land.

23 I will put a division between my people and your people. This sign will take place
tomorrow.” ’ ”

24 The LORD did so; a thick swarm of flies came into Pharaoh’s house and into the
houses of his servants, and throughout the whole land of Egypt the land was ruined
because of the swarms of flies.

25 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God
within the land.”



Exodus 8:26 74 Exodus 9:15

26But Moses said, “That would not be the right thing to do, for the sacrifices wemake
to the LORD our God would be an abomination to the Egyptians. If we make sacrifices
that are an abomination to the Egyptians right before their eyes, will they not stone us?

27Wemust go ona three-day journey into thedesert and sacrifice to theLORDourGod,
just as he is telling us.”

28 Pharaoh said, “I will release you so that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in
the desert. Only youmust not go very far. Do pray for me.”

29Moses said, “I am going to go out from you and pray to the LORD, and the swarms
of flies will go away from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people tomorrow.
Only do not let Pharaoh deal falsely again by not releasing the people to sacrifice to the
LORD.”

30 SoMoses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD,
31 and the LORD did as Moses asked – he removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh,

from his servants, and from his people. Not one remained!
32But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also and did not release the people.

9
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the

God of the Hebrews, “Release my people that theymay serveme!
2For if you refuse to release them and continue holding them,
3 then the hand of the LORD will surely bring a very terrible plague on your livestock

in the field, on the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks.
4 But the Lord will distinguish between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of

Egypt, and nothing will die of all that the Israelites have.” ’ ”
5TheLORDset anappointed time, saying, “TomorrowtheLORDwill do this in the land.”
6And the LORD did this on the next day; all the livestock of the Egyptians died, but of

the Israelites’ livestock not one died.
7 Pharaoh sent representatives to investigate, and indeed, not even one of the

livestock of Israel had died. But Pharaoh’s heart remained hard, and he did not release
the people.

The Sixth Blow: Boils
8Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from a furnace, and

haveMoses throw it into the air while Pharaoh is watching.
9 It will become fine dust over the whole land of Egypt and will cause boils to break

out and fester on both people and animals in all the land of Egypt.”
10So they took soot from a furnace and stood before Pharaoh, Moses threw it into the

air, and it caused festering boils to break out on both people and animals.
11Themagicians could not stand beforeMoses because of the boils, for boils were on

themagicians and on all the Egyptians.
12 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not listen to them, just as the

LORD had predicted to Moses.

The Seventh Blow: Hail
13 The LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning, stand before Pharaoh, and

tell him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews: “Release my people so that they
may serveme!

14For this time I will send all my plagues on your very self and on your servants and
your people, so that youmay know that there is no one like me in all the earth.

15ForbynowI couldhave stretchedoutmyhandand struckyouandyourpeoplewith
plague, and you would have been destroyed from the earth.
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16 But for this purpose I have caused you to stand: to show you my strength, and so
that my namemay be declared in all the earth.

17You are still exalting yourself against my people by not releasing them.
18 I am going to cause very severe hail to rain down about this time tomorrow, such

hail as has never occurred in Egypt from the day it was founded until now.
19 So now, send instructions to gather your livestock and all your possessions in the

fields to a safe place. Every person or animal caught in the field and not brought into
the house – the hail will come down on them, and they will die!” ’ ”

20Those of Pharaoh’s servantswho feared theword of the LORDhurried to bring their
servants and livestock into the houses,

21 but those who did not take the word of the LORD seriously left their servants and
their cattle in the field.

22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Extend your hand toward the sky that there may be
hail in all the land of Egypt, on people and on animals, and on everything that grows in
the field in the land of Egypt.”

23WhenMoses extended his staff toward the sky, the LORD sent thunder and hail, and
fire fell to the earth; so the LORD caused hail to rain down on the land of Egypt.

24Hail fell and fire mingled with the hail; the hail was so severe that there had not
been any like it in all the land of Egypt since it had become a nation.

25The hail struck everything in the open fields, both people and animals, throughout
all the land of Egypt. The hail struck everything that grows in the field, and it broke all
the trees of the field to pieces.

26Only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived, was there no hail.
27So Pharaoh sent and summonedMoses and Aaron and said to them, “I have sinned

this time! The LORD is righteous, and I andmy people are guilty.
28 Pray to the LORD, for the mighty thunderings and hail are too much! I will release

you and youwill stay no longer.”
29Moses said to him, “When I leave the city I will spread my hands to the LORD, the

thunder will cease, and there will be nomore hail, so that youmay know that the earth
belongs to the LORD.

30But as for you and your servants, I know that you do not yet fear the LORD God.”
31 (Now theflax and the barleywere struck by the hail, for the barley had ripened and

the flax was in bud.
32But the wheat and the spelt were not struck, for they are later crops.)
33 So Moses left Pharaoh, went out of the city, and spread out his hands to the LORD,

and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain stopped pouring on the earth.
34WhenPharaohsawthat the rainandhail and thunder ceased, he sinnedagain: both

he and his servants hardened their hearts.
35So Pharaoh’s heart remainedhard, andhe did not release the Israelites, as the LORD

had predicted throughMoses.

10
1The LORD said toMoses, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart

of his servants, in order to display these signs of mine before him,
2 and in order that in the hearing of your son and your grandson you may tell how

I made fools of the Egyptians and about my signs that I displayed among them, so that
youmay know that I am the LORD.”

3 So Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh and told him, “Thus says the LORD, the God
of the Hebrews: ‘How long do you refuse to humble yourself before me? Release my
people so that theymay serveme!
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4But if you refuse to releasemy people, I am going to bring locusts into your territory
tomorrow.

5Theywill cover the surface of the earth, so that youwill be unable to see the ground.
They will eat the remainder of what escaped –what is left over for you – from the hail,
and they will eat every tree that grows for you from the field.

6 They will fill your houses, the houses of your servants, and all the houses of Egypt,
such as neither your fathers nor your grandfathers have seen since they have been in
the land until this day!’ ” ThenMoses turned andwent out from Pharaoh.

7Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long will this man be amenace to us? Release
the people so that they may serve the LORD their God. Do you not know that Egypt is
destroyed?”

8 So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve
the LORD your God. Exactly who is going with you?”

9Moses said, “Wewill gowithouryoungandourold,withour sonsandourdaughters,
and with our sheep and our cattle wewill go, because we are to hold a pilgrim feast for
the LORD.”

10 He said to them, “The LORD will need to be with you if I release you and your
dependents! Watch out! Trouble is right in front of you!

11No! Go, you men only, and serve the LORD, for that is what you want.” ThenMoses
and Aaron were driven out of Pharaoh’s presence.

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Extend your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts,
that they may come up over the land of Egypt and eat everything that grows in the
ground, everything that the hail has left.”

13 So Moses extended his staff over the land of Egypt, and then the LORD brought an
east wind on the land all that day and all night. The morning came, and the east wind
had brought up the locusts!

14The locusts went up over all the land of Egypt and settled down in all the territory
of Egypt. It was very severe; there had been no locusts like them before, nor will there
be such ever again.

15 They covered the surface of all the ground, so that the ground became dark with
them, and they ate all the vegetation of the ground and all the fruit of the trees that the
hail had left. Nothing green remained on the trees or on anything that grew in the fields
throughout the whole land of Egypt.

16
Then Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against

the LORD your God and against you!
17 So now, forgivemy sin this time only, and pray to the LORD your God that he would

only take this death away fromme.”
18Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD,
19and the LORD turned a very strongwest wind, and it picked up the locusts and blew

them into the Red Sea. Not one locust remained in all the territory of Egypt.
20But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not release the Israelites.
The Ninth Blow: Darkness

21 The LORD said to Moses, “Extend your hand toward heaven so that there may be
darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness so thick it can be felt.”

22 So Moses extended his hand toward heaven, and there was absolute darkness
throughout the land of Egypt for three days.

23No one could see another person, and no one could rise from his place for three
days. But the Israelites had light in the places where they lived.
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24 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go, serve the LORD – only your flocks
and herds will be detained. Even your families may go with you.”

25 But Moses said, “Will you also provide us with sacrifices and burnt offerings that
wemay present them to the LORD our God?

26Our livestockmust also gowith us! Not a hoof is to be left behind! Forwemust take
these animals to serve the LORD our God. Until we arrive there, we do not know what
wemust use to serve the LORD.”

27But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was not willing to release them.
28 Pharaoh said to him, “Go from me! Watch out for yourself! Do not appear before

me again, for when you seemy face you will die!”
29Moses said, “As you wish! I will not see your face again.”

11
1 The LORD said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt;

after that he will release you from this place. When he releases you, he will drive you
out completely from this place.

2 Instruct the people that each man and each woman is to request from his or her
neighbor items of silver and gold.”

3 (Now the LORD granted the people favor with the Egyptians. Moreover, the man
Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, respected by Pharaoh’s servants and by the
Egyptian people.)

4Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt,
5 and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh

who sits on his throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl who is at her handmill, and
all the firstborn of the cattle.

6Therewill be a great cry throughout thewhole landof Egypt, such as therehasnever
been, nor ever will be again.

7 But against any of the Israelites not even a dog will bark against either people or
animals, so that youmay know that the LORD distinguishes between Egypt and Israel.’

8All these your servants will come down tome and bow down tome, saying, ‘Go, you
and all the people who follow you,’ and after that I will go out.” Then Moses went out
from Pharaoh in great anger.

9The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, so that mywonders may be
multiplied in the land of Egypt.”

10 SoMoses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the LORD hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not release the Israelites from his land.

12
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
2 “Thismonth is to be your beginning ofmonths; itwill be your firstmonth of the year.
3 Tell the whole community of Israel, ‘In the tenth day of this month they each must

take a lamb for themselves according to their families – a lamb for each household.
4 If any household is too small for a lamb, the man and his next-door neighbor are to

take a lamb according to the number of people – youwill make your count for the lamb
according to howmuch each one can eat.

5Your lamb must be perfect, a male, one year old; you may take it from the sheep or
from the goats.

6 You must care for it until the fourteenth day of this month, and then the whole
community of Israel will kill it around sundown.

7 They will take some of the blood and put it on the two side posts and top of the
doorframe of the houses where they will eat it.
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8Theywill eat themeat the samenight; theywill eat it roasted over thefirewithbread
made without yeast and with bitter herbs.

9Do not eat it raw or boiled in water, but roast it over the fire with its head, its legs,
and its entrails.

10 You must leave nothing until morning, but you must burn with fire whatever
remains of it until morning.

11This is how you are to eat it – dressed to travel, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand. You are to eat it in haste. It is the LORD’S Passover.

12 I will pass through the land of Egypt in the same night, and I will attack all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both of humans and of animals, and on all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgment. I am the LORD.

13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, so that when I see
the blood I will pass over you, and this plaguewill not fall on you to destroy youwhen I
attack the land of Egypt.

14 This day will become a memorial for you, and you will celebrate it as a festival to
the LORD – you will celebrate it perpetually as a lasting ordinance.

15For seven days youmust eat breadmade without yeast. Surely on the first day you
must put awayyeast fromyourhouses because anyonewhoeats breadmadewith yeast
from the first day to the seventh day will be cut off from Israel.

16On the first day there will be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day there will
be a holy convocation for you. You must do no work of any kind on them, only what
every person will eat – that alonemay be prepared for you.

17So youwill keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because on this very day I brought
your regiments out from the land of Egypt, and so you must keep this day perpetually
as a lasting ordinance.

18 In the first month, from the fourteenth day of the month, in the evening, you will
eat breadmade without yeast until the twenty-first day of themonth in the evening.

19 For seven days yeast must not be found in your houses, for whoever eats what is
made with yeast – that person will be cut off from the community of Israel, whether a
foreigner or one born in the land.

20Youwill not eat anythingmadewith yeast; in all the placeswhere you live youmust
eat breadmade without yeast.’ ”

21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel, and told them, “Go and select for
yourselves a lamb or young goat for your families, and kill the Passover animals.

22Take a branch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and apply to the top
of the doorframe and the two side posts some of the blood that is in the basin. Not one
of you is to go out the door of his house until morning.

23 For the LORD will pass through to strike Egypt, and when he sees the blood on the
top of the doorframe and the two side posts, then the LORD will pass over the door, and
he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you.

24Youmust observe this event as an ordinance for you and for your children forever.
25When you enter the land that the LORD will give to you, just as he said, you must

observe this ceremony.
26When your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremonymean to you?’ –
27 then youwill say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, when he passed over the

houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck Egypt and delivered our households.’ ”
The people bowed down low to the ground,

28 and the Israelites went away and did exactly as the LORD had commanded Moses
and Aaron.

The Deliverance from Egypt
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29 It happened at midnight – the LORD attacked all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who
was in the prison, and all the firstborn of the cattle.

30Pharaoh got up in the night, alongwith all his servants and all Egypt, and therewas
a great cry in Egypt, for there was no house in which there was not someone dead.

31 Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and said, “Get up, get out
from among my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, serve the LORD as you have
requested!

32Also, take your flocks and your herds, just as you have requested, and leave. But
bless me also.”

33 The Egyptians were urging the people on, in order to send them out of the land
quickly, for they were saying, “We are all dead!”

34 So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, with their kneading
troughs bound up in their clothing on their shoulders.

35 Now the Israelites had done as Moses told them – they had requested from the
Egyptians silver and gold items and clothing.

36 The LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, and they gave them
whatever they wanted, and so they plundered Egypt.

37The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about 600,000men
on foot, plus their dependants.

38 A mixed multitude also went up with them, and flocks and herds – a very large
number of cattle.

39 They baked cakes of bread without yeast using the dough they had brought from
Egypt, for it was made without yeast – because they were thrust out of Egypt and were
not able to delay, they could not prepare food for themselves either.

40Now the length of time the Israelites lived in Egypt was 430 years.
41At the end of the 430 years, on the very day, all the regiments of the LORD went out

of the land of Egypt.
42 It was a night of vigil for the LORD to bring them out from the land of Egypt, and so

on this night all Israel is to keep the vigil to the LORD for generations to come.
Participation in the Passover

43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Passover. No
foreigner may share in eating it.

44But everyone’s servant who is bought for money, after you have circumcised him,
may eat it.

45A foreigner and a hired worker must not eat it.
46 Itmust be eaten in onehouse; youmust not bring anyof themeat outside thehouse,

and youmust not break a bone of it.
47The whole community of Israel must observe it.
48 “Whena foreigner liveswith you andwants to observe the Passover to the LORD, all

his males must be circumcised, and then he may approach and observe it, and he will
be like one who is born in the land – but no uncircumcised personmay eat of it.

49The same lawwill apply to the personwho is native-born and to the foreigner who
lives among you.”

50 So all the Israelites did exactly as the LORD commandedMoses and Aaron.
51Andon this very day theLORDbrought the Israelites out of the landof Egypt by their

regiments.

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
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2 “Set apart to me every firstbornmale – the first offspring of every womb among the
Israelites, whether human or animal; it is mine.”

3Moses said to the people, “Remember this day on which you came out from Egypt,
from the place where you were enslaved, for the LORD brought you out of there with a
mighty hand – and no breadmade with yeast may be eaten.

4On this day, in themonth of Abib, you are going out.
5When the LORD brings you to the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites,

and Jebusites, which he swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowingwithmilk and
honey, then you will keep this ceremony in this month.

6For sevendays youmust eat breadmadewithout yeast, andon the seventhday there
is to be a festival to the LORD.

7Bread made without yeast must be eaten for seven days; no bread made with yeast
shall be seen among you, and you must have no yeast among you within any of your
borders.

8You are to tell your son on that day, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me when
I came out of Egypt.’

9 It will be a sign for you on your hand and a memorial on your forehead, so that the
law of the LORD may be in your mouth, for with a mighty hand the LORD brought you
out of Egypt.

10 So youmust keep this ordinance at its appointed time from year to year.
11When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and

to your fathers, and gives it to you,
12 then you must give over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb. Every

firstling of a beast that you have – the males will be the LORD’s.
13Every firstling of a donkey youmust redeemwith a lamb, and if you do not redeem

it, then youmust break its neck. Every firstborn of your sons youmust redeem.
14
In the future,whenyour sonasksyou ‘What is this?’ youare to tell him, ‘Withamighty

hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, from the land of slavery.
15When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to release us, the LORD killed all the firstborn in

the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of people to the firstborn of animals. That is why I
am sacrificing to the LORD the first male offspring of every womb, but all my firstborn
sons I redeem.’

16 It will be for a sign on your hand and for frontlets on your forehead, for with a
mighty hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.”

The Leading of God
17When Pharaoh released the people, God did not lead them by the way to the land

of the Philistines, although that was nearby, for God said, “Lest the people change their
minds and return to Egypt when they experience war.”

18 So God brought the people around by the way of the desert to the Red Sea, and the
Israelites went up from the land of Egypt prepared for battle.

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the Israelites
solemnly swear, “God will surely attend to you, and you will carry my bones up from
this place with you.”

20They journeyed from Sukkoth and camped in Etham, on the edge of the desert.
21Now the LORD was going before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them in the

way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel day or
night.

22 He did not remove the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night from
before the people.
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14
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2“Tell the Israelites that theymust turnand campbefore Pi-hahiroth, betweenMigdol

and the sea; you are to camp by the sea before Baal Zephon opposite it.
3 Pharaoh will think regarding the Israelites, ‘They are wandering around confused

in the land – the desert has closed in on them.’
4 Iwill hardenPharaoh’sheart, andhewill chaseafter them. Iwill gainhonorbecause

of Pharaohandbecause of all his army, and theEgyptianswill know that I am theLORD.”
So this is what they did.

5 When it was reported to the king of Egypt that the people had fled, the heart of
Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people, and the king and his servants
said, “What in the world have we done? For we have released the people of Israel from
serving us!”

6Then he prepared his chariots and took his armywith him.
7 He took six hundred select chariots, and all the rest of the chariots of Egypt, and

officers on all of them.
8But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he chased after the

Israelites. Now the Israelites were going out defiantly.
9The Egyptians chased after them, and all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh and his

horsemen and his army overtook them camping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before
Baal-Zephon.

10When Pharaoh got closer, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians
marching after them, and they were terrified. The Israelites cried out to the LORD,

11 and they said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have
taken us away to die in the desert? What in the world have you done to us by bringing
us out of Egypt?

12 Isn’t this what we told you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone so that we can serve the
Egyptians, because it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!’ ”

13Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand firm and see the salvation of the LORD
that he will provide for you today; for the Egyptians that you see today you will never,
ever see again.

14The LORD will fight for you, and you can be still.”
15The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.
16And as for you, lift up your staff and extend your hand toward the sea and divide it,

so that the Israelites may go through themiddle of the sea on dry ground.
17Andas forme, I amgoing toharden theheartsof theEgyptians so that theywill come

after them, that Imaybehonoredbecauseof Pharaohandhis armyandhis chariots and
his horsemen.

18 And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I have gained my honor
because of Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

19The angel of God,whowas going before the campof Israel,moved andwent behind
them, and the pillar of cloudmoved from before them and stood behind them.

20 It came between the Egyptian camp and the Israelite camp; it was a dark cloud and
it lit up the night so that one camp did not come near the other the whole night.

21Moses stretched out his hand toward the sea, and the LORD drove the sea apart by
a strong east wind all that night, and he made the sea into dry land, and the water was
divided.

22 So the Israelites went through the middle of the sea on dry ground, the water
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

23 The Egyptians chased them and followed them into the middle of the sea – all the
horses of Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.
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24 In the morning watch the LORD looked down on the Egyptian army through the
pillar of fire and cloud, and he threw the Egyptian army into a panic.

25He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving, and the
Egyptians said, “Let’s flee from Israel, for the LORD fights for them against Egypt!”

26The LORD said to Moses, “Extend your hand toward the sea, so that the waters may
flow back on the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen!”

27SoMoses extendedhis hand toward the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state
when the sun began to rise. Now the Egyptians were fleeing before it, but the LORD
overthrew the Egyptians in themiddle of the sea.

28Thewater returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen and all the army of
Pharaoh that was coming after the Israelites into the sea – not so much as one of them
survived!

29But the Israelites walked on dry ground in themiddle of the sea, thewater forming
a wall for them on their right and on their left.

30 So the LORD saved Israel on that day from the power of the Egyptians, and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the shore of the sea.

31When Israel saw the great power that the LORD had exercised over the Egyptians,
they feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

15
1ThenMoses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD. They said,

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously,
the horse and its rider he has thrown into the sea.
2The LORD|strong="H3050" is my strength andmy song,
and he has becomemy salvation.
This is my God, and I will praise him,
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
3The LORD is a warrior,
the LORD is his name.
4The chariots of Pharaoh and his army he has thrown into the sea,
and his chosen officers were drowned in the Red Sea.
5The depths have covered them,
they went down to the bottom like a stone.
6Your right hand, O LORD, wasmajestic in power,
your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy.
7 In the abundance of yourmajesty you have overthrown
those who rise up against you.
You sent forth your wrath;
it consumed them like stubble.
8By the blast of your nostrils the waters were piled up,
the flowing water stood upright like a heap,
and the deep waters were solidified in the heart of the sea.
9The enemy said, ‘I will chase, I will overtake,
I will divide the spoil;
my desire will be satisfied on them.
I will drawmy sword, my handwill destroy them.’
10But you blewwith your breath, and the sea covered them.
They sank like lead in themighty waters.
11Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you? –majestic in holiness, fearful in praises, working wonders?
12You stretched out your right hand,
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the earth swallowed them.
13By your loyal love you will lead the people whom you have redeemed;
you will guide them by your strength to your holy dwelling place.
14The nations will hear and tremble;
anguish will seize the inhabitants of Philistia.
15Then the chiefs of Edomwill be terrified,
trembling will seize the leaders of Moab,
and the inhabitants of Canaanwill shake.
16Fear and dread will fall on them;
by the greatness of your arm they will be as still as stone
until your people pass by, O LORD,
until the people whom you have bought pass by.
17Youwill bring them in and plant them in themountain of your inheritance,
in the place youmade for your residence, O Lord,
the sanctuary, O LORD|strong="H0136", that your hands have established.
18The LORD will reign forever and ever!
19For the horses of Pharaoh camewith his chariots and his footmen into the sea,
and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea on them,
but the Israelites walked on dry land in themiddle of the sea.”

20Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a hand-drum in her hand, and all
the womenwent out after her with hand-drums andwith dances.

21 Miriam sang in response to them, “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed
gloriously; the horse and its rider he has thrown into the sea.”

The BitterWater
22ThenMoses led Israel to journeyaway fromtheRedSea. Theywentout to theDesert

of Shur, walked for three days into the desert, and found no water.
23 Then they came to Marah, but they were not able to drink the waters of Marah,

because they were bitter. (That is why its namewasMarah.)
24 So the people murmured against Moses, saying, “What can we drink?”
25He cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When Moses threw it

into thewater, thewater became safe to drink. There the Lordmade for thema binding
ordinance, and there he tested them.

26He said, “If you will diligently obey the LORD your God, and do what is right in his
sight, and pay attention to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, then all the
diseases that I brought on the Egyptians I will not bring on you, for I, the LORD, am your
healer.”

27Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and seventy palm
trees, and they camped there by the water.

16
1When they journeyed fromElim, the entire company of Israelites came to theDesert

of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the secondmonth after
their exodus from the land of Egypt.

2The entire company of Israelites murmured against Moses and Aaron in the desert.
3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land

of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full, for you have
brought us out into this desert to kill this whole assembly with hunger!”

4Then the LORD said toMoses, “I am going to rain bread fromheaven for you, and the
peoplewill go out and gather the amount for each day, so that Imay test them. Will they
walk inmy law or not?
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5On the sixth day they will prepare what they bring in, and it will be twice as much
as they gather every other day.”

6Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that the
LORD has brought you out of the land of Egypt,

7 and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your
murmurings against the LORD. As for us, what are we, that you shouldmurmur against
us?”

8Moses said, “You will know this when the LORD gives youmeat to eat in the evening
and bread in themorning to satisfy you, because the LORD has heard yourmurmurings
that you aremurmuring against him. As for us, what arewe? Yourmurmurings are not
against us, but against the LORD.”

9ThenMoses said to Aaron, “Tell thewhole community of the Israelites, ‘Come before
the LORD, because he has heard yourmurmurings.’ ”

10As Aaron spoke to the whole community of the Israelites and they looked toward
the desert, there the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud,

11and the LORD spoke to Moses:
12 “I have heard the murmurings of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘During the evening you

will eatmeat, and in themorning youwill be satisfiedwith bread, so that youmayknow
that I am the LORD your God.’ ”

13 In the evening the quail came up and covered the camp, and in themorning a layer
of dewwas all around the camp.

14When the layer of dewhad evaporated, there on the surface of the desertwas a thin
flaky substance, thin like frost on the earth.

15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” because they did
not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you
for food.

16 “This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Each person is to gather from it what he
can eat, an omer per person according to the number of your people; each onewill pick
it up for whoever lives in his tent.’ ”

17The Israelites did so, and they gathered – somemore, some less.
18When they measured with an omer, the one who gathered much had nothing left

over, and the one who gathered little lacked nothing; each one had gathered what he
could eat.

19Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.”
20But they did not listen to Moses; some kept part of it until morning, and it was full

of worms and began to stink, andMoses was angry with them.
21So they gathered it eachmorning, each person according to what he could eat, and

when the sun got hot, it wouldmelt.
22And on the sixth day they gathered twice asmuch food, two omers per person; and

all the leaders of the community came and told Moses.
23He said to them, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Tomorrow is a time of cessation

from work, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Whatever you want to bake, bake today;
whatever you want to boil, boil today; whatever is left put aside for yourselves to be
kept until morning.’ ”

24So they put it aside until themorning, just asMoses had commanded, and it did not
stink, nor were there any worms in it.

25Moses said, “Eat it today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find
it in the area.

26 Six days you will gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not be
any.”

27On the seventhday someof the peoplewent out to gather it, but they foundnothing.
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28So theLORD said toMoses, “How longdoyou refuse to obeymycommandments and
my instructions?

29 See, because the LORD has given you the Sabbath, that is why he is giving you food
for two days on the sixth day. Each of you stay where you are; let no one go out of his
place on the seventh day.”

30 So the people rested on the seventh day.
31 The house of Israel called its name “manna.” It was like coriander seed and was

white, and it tasted like wafers with honey.
32Moses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Fill an omer with it to be kept

for generations to come, so that they may see the food I fed you in the desert when I
brought you out from the land of Egypt.’ ”

33Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and put in it an omer full of manna, and place it
before the LORD to be kept for generations to come.”

34 Just as the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the Testimony for
safekeeping.

35 Now the Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was
inhabited; they ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.

36 (Now an omer is one tenth of an ephah.)

17
1The whole community of the Israelites traveled on their journey from the Desert of

Sin according to the LORD’s instruction, and they pitched camp in Rephidim. Now there
was no water for the people to drink.

2So the people contendedwithMoses, and they said, “Give us water to drink!” Moses
said to them, “Why do you contend withme? Why do you test the LORD?”

3But the peoplewere very thirsty there for water, and theymurmured againstMoses
and said, “Why in theworld did you bring us up out of Egypt – to kill us and our children
and our cattle with thirst?”

4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What will I do with this people? – a little more
and they will stoneme!”

5The LORD said toMoses, “Go over before the people; takewith you some of the elders
of Israel and take in your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile and go.

6 I will be standing before you there on the rock inHoreb, and youwill strike the rock,
and water will come out of it so that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in plain
view of the elders of Israel.

7He called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the contending of
the Israelites and because of their testing the LORD,
saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
Victory over the Amalekites

8Amalek came and attacked Israel in Rephidim.
9 SoMoses said to Joshua, “Choose some of ourmen and go out, fight against Amalek.

Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God inmy hand.”
10 So Joshua fought against Amalek just as Moses had instructed him; andMoses and

Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill.
11Whenever Moses would raise his hands, then Israel prevailed, but whenever he

would rest his hands, then Amalek prevailed.
12When the hands of Moses became heavy, they took a stone and put it under him,

and Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side and one on the other, and so his
hands were steady until the sun went down.

13 So Joshua destroyed Amalek and his armywith the sword.
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14 The LORD said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in the book, and rehearse it in
Joshua’s hearing; for I will surely wipe out the remembrance of Amalek from under
heaven.

15Moses built an altar, and he called it “The LORD is my Banner,”
16 for he said, “For a hand was lifted up to the throne of the LORD|strong="H3050" –

that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

18
1 Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard about all that God had done

for Moses and for his people Israel, that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt.
2 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, tookMoses’wife Zipporah after he had sent her back,
3 and her two sons, one of whom was named Gershom (for Moses had said, “I have

been a foreigner in a foreign land”),
4 and the other Eliezer (for Moses had said, “The God of my father has been my help

and deliveredme from the sword of Pharaoh”).
5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, together with Moses’ sons and his wife, came to Moses

in the desert where he was camping by themountain of God.
6He said to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you, along with your

wife and her two sons with her.”
7Moseswentout tomeethis father-in-lawandboweddownandkissedhim; theyeach

asked about the other’s welfare, and then they went into the tent.
8Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to Egypt for

Israel’s sake, and all the hardship that had come on them along the way, and how the
LORD had delivered them.

9 Jethro rejoiced because of all the good that the LORD had done for Israel, whom he
had delivered from the hand of Egypt.

10 Jethro said, “Blessedbe theLORDwhohasdeliveredyou fromthehandofEgypt, and
from the hand of Pharaoh, who has delivered the people from the Egyptians’ control!

11Now I know that the LORD is greater than all the gods, for in the thing inwhich they
dealt proudly against them he has destroyed them.”

12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices for God,
and Aaron and all the elders of Israel came to eat food with the father-in-law of Moses
before God.

13On the next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses
frommorning until evening.

14WhenMoses’ father-in-law saw all that hewas doing for the people, he said, “What
is this that you are doing for the people? Why are you sitting by yourself, and all the
people stand around you frommorning until evening?”

15Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come tome to inquire of God.
16 When they have a dispute, it comes to me and I decide between a man and his

neighbor, and I make known the decrees of God and his laws.”
17Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good!
18Youwill surelywear out, both you and these peoplewho arewith you, for this is too

heavy a burden for you; you are not able to do it by yourself.
19 Now listen to me, I will give you advice, and may God be with you: You be a

representative for the people to God, and you bring their disputes to God;
20warn themof the statutes and the laws, andmake known to them theway inwhich

theymust walk and the work theymust do.
21But you choose from the people capablemen, God-fearing,men of truth, thosewho

hate bribes, and put them over the people as rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds,
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.
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22 They will judge the people under normal circumstances, and every difficult case
they will bring to you, but every small case they themselves will judge, so that youmay
make it easier for yourself, and they will bear the burden with you.

23 If you do this thing, andGod so commands you, then youwill be able to endure, and
all these people will be able to go home satisfied.”

24Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he had said.
25Moses chose capablemen fromall Israel, and hemade themheads over the people,

rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.
26They judged the people under normal circumstances; the difficult cases theywould

bring to Moses, but every small case they would judge themselves.
27ThenMoses sent his father-in-law on his way, and so Jethro went to his own land.

19
1 In the third month after the Israelites went out from the land of Egypt, on the very

day, they came to the Desert of Sinai.
2 After they journeyed from Rephidim, they came to the Desert of Sinai, and they

camped in the desert; Israel camped there in front of themountain.
3Moseswent up toGod, and the LORD called to him from themountain, “Thus youwill

tell the house of Jacob, and declare to the people of Israel:
4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt and how I lifted you on eagles’wings

and brought you tomyself.
5And now, if you will diligently listen to me and keep my covenant, then you will be

my special possession out of all the nations, for all the earth is mine,
6 and you will be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words

that you will speak to the Israelites.”
7 So Moses came and summoned the elders of Israel. He set before them all these

words that the LORD had commanded him,
8andall thepeople answered together, “All that theLORDhas commandedwewill do!”

SoMoses brought the words of the people back to the LORD.
9TheLORDsaid toMoses, “I amgoing tocome toyou inadensecloud, so that thepeople

mayhearwhen I speakwith youand so that theywill alwaysbelieve in you.” AndMoses
told the words of the people to the LORD.

10 The LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and sanctify them today and tomorrow,
andmake themwash their clothes

11 and be ready for the third day, for on the third day the LORD will come down on
Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.

12Youmust set boundaries for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves
not to go up on the mountain nor touch its edge. Whoever touches the mountain will
surely be put to death!

13No hand will touch him – but he will surely be stoned or shot through, whether a
beast or a humanbeing; hemust not live.’ When the ram’s horn sounds a longblast they
may go up on themountain.”

14ThenMoseswent down from themountain to the people and sanctified the people,
and they washed their clothes.

15He said to the people, “Be ready for the third day. Do not go near your wives.”
16On the third day in themorning therewas thunder and lightning and a dense cloud

on the mountain, and the sound of a very loud horn; all the people who were in the
camp trembled.

17Moses brought the people out of the camp tomeet God, and they took their place at
the foot of themountain.
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18 Now Mount Sinai was completely covered with smoke because the LORD had
descended on it in fire, and its smoke went up like the smoke of a great furnace, and
the whole mountain shook violently.

19When the sound of the horn grew louder and louder, Moses was speaking and God
was answering himwith a voice.

20 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain, and the LORD
summonedMoses to the top of themountain, andMoses went up.

21 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down and solemnly warn the people, lest they force
their way through to the LORD to look, andmany of them perish.

22 Let the priests also, who approach the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD
break through against them.”

23Moses said to the LORD, “Thepeople are not able to comeup toMount Sinai, because
you solemnly warned us, ‘Set boundaries for themountain and set it apart.’ ”

24The LORD said to him, “Go, get down, and come up, and Aaron with you, but do not
let the priests and the people force their way through to come up to the LORD, lest he
break through against them.”

25 SoMoses went down to the people and spoke to them.

20
1God spoke all these words:
2 “I, the LORD, am your God, who brought you from the land of Egypt, from the house

of slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image or any likeness of anything that is

in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water below.
5Youshall not bowdown to themor serve them, for I, theLORD, yourGod, ama jealous

God, responding to the transgressionof fathers bydealingwith children to the third and
fourth generations of those who reject me,

6and showing covenant faithfulness to a thousand generations of those who loveme
and keepmy commandments.

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORDwill not hold
guiltless anyone who takes his name in vain.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day to set it apart as holy.
9For six days youmay labor and do all your work,
10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; on it you shall not do any

work, you, or your son, or your daughter, or yourmale servant, or your female servant,
or your cattle, or the resident foreigner who is in your gates.

11For in six days the LORDmade the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that is
in them, and he rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day
and set it apart as holy.

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that you may live a long time in the land the
LORD your God is giving to you.

13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17“Youshallnot covetyourneighbor’shouse. Youshallnot covetyourneighbor’swife,

nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything
that belongs to your neighbor.”
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18All the people were seeing the thundering and the lightning, and heard the sound
of the horn, and saw themountain smoking – andwhen the people saw it they trembled
with fear and kept their distance.

19 They said to Moses, “You speak to us and we will listen, but do not let God speak
with us, lest we die.”

20Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of
himmay be before you so that you do not sin.”

21The people kept their distance, butMoses drew near the thick darkness where God
was.

The Altar
22The LORD said toMoses: “Thus youwill tell the Israelites: ‘You yourselves have seen

that I have spoken with you from heaven.
23 You must not make gods of silver alongside me, nor make gods of gold for

yourselves.
24 ‘Youmustmake formeanaltarmadeof earth, andyouwill sacrificeon it yourburnt

offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your cattle. In every place where I
causemy name to be honored I will come to you and I will bless you.

25 If youmakeme an altar of stone, youmust not build it of stones shaped with tools,
for if you use your tool on it you have defiled it.

26And youmust not go up by steps tomy altar, so that your nakedness is not exposed.’
21

1 “These are the decisions that you will set before them:
Hebrew Servants

2 “If you buy aHebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years, but in the seventh year
he will go out free without paying anything.

3 If he came in by himself he will go out by himself; if he had a wife when he came in,
then his wife will go out with him.

4 If his master gave him a wife, and she bore sons or daughters, the wife and the
children will belong to her master, and he will go out by himself.

5But if the servant should declare, ‘I lovemymaster, mywife, andmy children; I will
not go out free,’

6 then his master must bring him to the judges, and he will bring him to the door or
the doorposts, and his master will pierce his ear with an awl, and he shall serve him
forever.

7 “If a man sells his daughter as a female servant, she will not go out as the male
servants do.

8 If she does not please her master, who has designated her for himself, then hemust
let her be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to a foreign nation, because he has dealt
deceitfully with her.

9 If hedesignatedher forhis son, thenhewill dealwithheraccording to thecustomary
rights of daughters.

10 If he takes another wife, he must not diminish the first one’s food, her clothing, or
her marital rights.

11 If he does not provide herwith these three things, then shewill go out free, without
payingmoney.

Personal Injuries
12 “Whoever strikes someone so that he dies must surely be put to death.
13But if he does not do it with premeditation, but it happens by accident, then I will

appoint for you a place where hemay flee.
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14But if a man willfully attacks his neighbor to kill him cunningly, you will take him
even frommy altar that hemay die.

15 “Whoever strikes his father or his mother must surely be put to death.
16 “Whoever kidnaps someone and sells him, or is caught still holding him, must

surely be put to death.
17 “Whoever treats his father or hismother disgracefullymust surely be put to death.
18 “If men fight, and one strikes his neighbor with a stone or with his fist and he does

not die, but must remain in bed,
19and then if he gets up andwalks about outside on his staff, then the onewho struck

him is innocent, except he must pay for the injured person’s loss of time and see to it
that he is fully healed.

20 “If aman strikes hismale servant or his female servantwith a staff so that he or she
dies as a result of the blow, he will surely be punished.

21 However, if the injured servant survives one or two days, the owner will not be
punished, for he has suffered the loss.

22“Ifmenfight andhit apregnantwomanandher child is bornprematurely, but there
is no serious injury, he will surely be punished in accordance with what the woman’s
husband demands of him, and he will pay what the court decides.

23But if there is serious injury, then you will give a life for a life,
24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
25burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.
26“If aman strikes the eyeofhismale servant orhis female servant so that hedestroys

it, he will let the servant go free as compensation for the eye.
27 If he knocks out the tooth of his male servant or his female servant, he will let the

servant go free as compensation for the tooth.

Laws about Animals
28 “If an ox gores a man or a woman so that either dies, then the ox must surely be

stoned and its fleshmust not be eaten, but the owner of the ox will be acquitted.
29But if the ox had the habit of goring, and its ownerwaswarned, and he did not take

the necessary precautions, and then it killed a man or a woman, the ox must be stoned
and themanmust be put to death.

30 If a ransom is set for him, then hemust pay the redemption for his life according to
whatever amount was set for him.

31 If the ox gores a son or a daughter, the owner will be dealt with according to this
rule.

32 If theoxgores amale servant or a female servant, theownermustpay thirty shekels
of silver, and the oxmust be stoned.

33 “If a man opens a pit or if a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a
donkey falls into it,

34 the owner of the pit must repay the loss. He must give money to its owner, and the
dead animal will become his.

35 If the ox of oneman injures the ox of his neighbor so that it dies, then they will sell
the live ox and divide its proceeds, and they will also divide the dead ox.

36Or if it is known that the ox had the habit of goring, and its owner did not take the
necessary precautions, he must surely pay ox for ox, and the dead animal will become
his.

22
1 “If a man steals an ox or a sheep and kills it or sells it, he must pay back five head of

cattle for the ox, and four sheep for the one sheep.
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2 “If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there will be no blood
guilt for him.

3 If the sun has risen on him, then there is blood guilt for him. A thief must surely
make full restitution; if he has nothing, then he will be sold for his theft.

4 If the stolen item should in fact be found alive in his possession, whether it be an ox
or a donkey or a sheep, hemust pay back double.

5 “If a man grazes his livestock in a field or a vineyard, and he lets the livestock loose
and they graze in the field of another man, he must make restitution from the best of
his own field and the best of his own vineyard.

6 “If a fire breaks out and spreads to thorn bushes, so that stacked grain or standing
grain or the whole field is consumed, the one who started the fire must surely make
restitution.

7 “If a man gives his neighbor money or articles for safekeeping, and it is stolen from
theman’s house, if the thief is caught, he must repay double.

8 If the thief is not caught, then the owner of the house will be brought before the
judges to see whether he has laid his hand on his neighbor’s goods.

9 In all cases of illegal possessions, whether for an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or
any kind of lost item, about which someone says ‘This belongs to me,’ the matter of the
two of them will come before the judges, and the one whom the judges declare guilty
must repay double to his neighbor.

10 If a man gives his neighbor a donkey or an ox or a sheep or any beast to keep, and
it dies or is hurt or is carried awaywithout anyone seeing it,

11 then therewill be an oath to the LORD between the two of them, that he has not laid
his hand on his neighbor’s goods, and its owner will accept this, and hewill not have to
pay.

12But if it was stolen from him, he will pay its owner.
13 If it is torn in pieces, then he will bring it for evidence, and he will not have to pay

for what was torn.
14“If amanborrowsananimal fromhisneighbor, and it is hurt ordieswhen its owner

was not with it, the manwho borrowed it will surely pay.
15 If its owner was with it, he will not have to pay; if it was hired, what was paid for

the hire covers it.
Moral and Ceremonial Laws

16 “If aman seduces a virgin who is not engaged and has sexual relations with her, he
must surely endow her to be his wife.

17 If her father refuses to give her to him, he must pay money for the bride price of
virgins.

18 “Youmust not allow a sorceress to live.
19 “Whoever has sexual relations with a beast must surely be put to death.
20 “Whoever sacrifices to a god other than the LORD alonemust be utterly destroyed.
21 “You must not wrong a foreigner nor oppress him, for you were foreigners in the

land of Egypt.
22 “Youmust not afflict any widow or orphan.
23 If you afflict them in any way and they cry to me, I will surely hear their cry,
24 and my anger will burn and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives will be

widows and your children will be fatherless.
25 “If you lendmoney to any of my people who are needy among you, do not be like a

moneylender to him; do not charge him interest.
26 If you do take the garment of your neighbor in pledge, youmust return it to him by

the time the sun goes down,
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27 for it is his only covering – it is his garment for his body. What else can he sleep in?
Andwhen he cries out to me, I will hear, for I am gracious.

28 “Youmust not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people.
29 “Donot hold back offerings fromyour granaries or your vats. Youmust giveme the

firstborn of your sons.
30Youmust alsodo this for youroxenand for your sheep; sevendays theymayremain

with their mothers, but give them tome on the eighth day.
31 “You will be holy people to me; you must not eat any meat torn by animals in the

field. Youmust throw it to the dogs.

23
1 “Youmust not give a false report. Do notmake common causewith thewicked to be

amalicious witness.
2 “You must not follow a crowd in doing evil things; in a lawsuit you must not offer

testimony that agrees with a crowd so as to pervert justice,
3and youmust not show partiality to a poorman in his lawsuit.
4 “If you encounter your enemy’s ox or donkey wandering off, youmust by all means

return it to him.
5 If you see the donkey of someone who hates you fallen under its load, youmust not

ignore him, but be sure to help himwith it.
6 “Youmust not turn away justice for your poor people in their lawsuits.
7Keep your distance from a false charge – do not kill the innocent and the righteous,

for I will not justify the wicked.
8“Youmustnot accept abribe, forabribeblinds thosewhoseeandsubverts thewords

of the righteous.
9 “You must not oppress a foreigner, since you know the life of a foreigner, for you

were foreigners in the land of Egypt.
Sabbaths and Feasts

10 “For six years you are to sow your land and gather in its produce.
11But in the seventh year youmust let it lie fallow and leave it alone so that the poor

of your people may eat, and what they leave any animal in the field may eat; you must
do likewise with your vineyard and your olive grove.

12 For six days you are to do your work, but on the seventh day you must cease, in
order that your ox and your donkey may rest and that your female servant’s son and
any hired helpmay refresh themselves.

13 “Pay attention to do everything I have told you, and donot evenmention the names
of other gods – do not let them be heard on your lips.

14 “Three times in the year youmust make a pilgrim feast to me.
15 You are to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread; seven days you must eat bread

made without yeast, as I commanded you, at the appointed time of the month of Abib,
for at that time you came out of Egypt. No onemay appear before me empty-handed.

16 “You are also to observe the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of your labors that you
have sown in thefield, and theFeast of Ingathering at the endof the yearwhenyouhave
gathered in your harvest out of the field.

17At three times in the year all yourmales will appear before the Lord GOD.
18 “Youmust not offer the blood ofmy sacrificewith bread containing yeast; the fat of

my festal sacrificemust not remain until morning.
19The first of the firstfruits of your soil you must bring to the house of the LORD your

God.
“Youmust not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.



Exodus 23:20 93 Exodus 24:9

The Angel of the Presence
20 “I am going to send an angel before you to protect you as you journey and to bring

you into the place that I have prepared.
21Take heed because of him, and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will

not pardon your transgressions, for my name is in him.
22But if you diligently obey him and do all that I command, then Iwill be an enemy to

your enemies, and I will be an adversary to your adversaries.
23 For my angel will go before you and bring you to the Amorites, the Hittites,

the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and I will destroy them
completely.

24 “Youmust not bow down to their gods; youmust not serve them or do according to
their practices. Instead youmust completely overthrow themand smash their standing
stones to pieces.

25 You must serve the LORD your God, and he will bless your bread and your water,
and I will remove sickness from yourmidst.

26 No woman will miscarry her young or be barren in your land. I will fulfill the
number of your days.

27 “I will send my terror before you, and I will destroy all the people whom you
encounter; I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.

28 I will send hornets before you that will drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the
Hittite before you.

29 I will not drive them out before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and
the wild animals multiply against you.

30Little by little Iwill drive themout before you, until you become fruitful and inherit
the land.

31 I will set your boundaries from the Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines, and from
the desert to the River, for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and
youwill drive them out before you.

32 “Youmust make no covenant with them or with their gods.
33Theymust not live in your land, lest they make you sin against me, for if you serve

their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”
24

1But to Moses the LORD said|strong="H0559", “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron,
Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from a distance.

2Moses alone may come near the LORD, but the others must not come near, nor may
the people go up with him.”

3Moses came and told the people all the LORD’s words and all the decisions. All the
people answered together, “We are willing to do all the words that the LORD has said,”

4 and Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. Early in the morning he built an
altar at the foot of themountain and arranged twelve standing stones – according to the
twelve tribes of Israel.

5He sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young
bulls for peace offerings to the LORD.

6Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and half of the blood he splashed on
the altar.

7He took the Book of the Covenant and read it aloud to the people, and they said, “We
are willing to do and obey all that the LORD has spoken.”

8SoMoses took the blood and splashed it on the people and said, “This is the blood of
the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

9Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up,
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10and they saw theGod of Israel. Under his feet therewas something like a pavement
made of sapphire, clear like the sky itself.

11But he did not lay a hand on the leaders of the Israelites, so they saw God, and they
ate and they drank.

12
The LORD said toMoses, “Come up tome to themountain and remain there, and Iwill

give you the stone tablets with the law and the commandments that I have written, so
that youmay teach them.”

13 So Moses set out with Joshua his attendant, and Moses went up the mountain of
God.

14He told the elders, “Wait for us in this place until we return to you. Here are Aaron
and Hur with you. Whoever has anymatters of dispute can approach them.”

15Moses went up themountain, and the cloud covered themountain.
16The glory of the LORD resided onMount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days.

On the seventh day he called to Moses fromwithin the cloud.
17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORDwas like a devouring fire on the top of

themountain in plain view of the people.
18Moses went into the cloud when he went up the mountain, and Moses was on the

mountain forty days and forty nights.

25
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Tell the Israelites to take an offering for me; from every person motivated by a

willing heart you are to receive my offering.
3This is the offering you are to accept from them: gold, silver, bronze,
4blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goat’s hair,
5 ram skins dyed red, fine leather, acacia wood,
6oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for fragrant incense,
7onyx stones, and other gems to be set in the ephod and in the breastpiece.
8Let themmake for me a sanctuary, so that I may live among them.
9According to all that I amshowingyou – thepatternof the tabernacle and thepattern

of all its furnishings – youmust make it exactly so.
The Ark of the Covenant

10 “They are to make an ark of acacia wood – its length is to be three feet nine inches,
its width two feet three inches, and its height two feet three inches.

11 You are to overlay it with pure gold – both inside and outside you must overlay it,
and you are to make a surrounding border of gold over it.

12You are to cast four gold rings for it and put them on its four feet, with two rings on
one side and two rings on the other side.

13You are to make poles of acacia wood, overlay themwith gold,
14and put the poles into the rings at the sides of the ark in order to carry the ark with

them.
15The poles must remain in the rings of the ark; theymust not be removed from it.
16You are to put into the ark the testimony that I will give to you.
17 “You are to make an atonement lid of pure gold; its length is to be three feet nine

inches, and its width is to be two feet three inches.
18 You are to make two cherubim of gold; you are to make them of hammered metal

on the two ends of the atonement lid.
19Make one cherub on one end and one cherub on the other end; from the atonement

lid you are to make the cherubim on the two ends.
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20 The cherubim are to be spreading their wings upward, overshadowing the atone-
ment lid with their wings, and the cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the
atonement lid.

21You are to put the atonement lid on top of the ark, and in the ark you are to put the
testimony I am giving you.

22 I will meet with you there, and from above the atonement lid, from between the
two cherubim that are over the ark of the testimony, I will speakwith you about all that
I will command you for the Israelites.

The Table for the Bread of the Presence
23 “You are to make a table of acacia wood; its length is to be three feet, its width one

foot six inches, and its height two feet three inches.
24You are to overlay it with pure gold, and you are to make a surrounding border of

gold for it.
25You are to make a surrounding frame for it about three inches broad, and you are

to make a surrounding border of gold for its frame.
26 You are to make four rings of gold for it and attach the rings at the four corners

where its four legs are.
27 The rings are to be close to the frame to provide places for the poles to carry the

table.
28 You are to make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold, so that the

table may be carried with them.
29You are tomake its plates, its ladles, its pitchers, and its bowls, to be used in pouring

out offerings; you are to make them of pure gold.
30You are to set the Bread of the Presence on the table before me continually.

The Lampstand
31 “You are to make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand is to be made of

hammered metal; its base and its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its blossoms are to be
from the same piece.

32 Six branches are to extend from the sides of the lampstand, three branches of the
lampstand from one side of it and three branches of the lampstand from the other side
of it.

33 Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one
branch, and three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be
on the next branch, and the same for the six branches extending from the lampstand.

34On the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped like almond flowers with buds
and blossoms,

35 with a bud under the first two branches from it, and a bud under the next two
branches from it, and a bud under the third two branches from it, according to the six
branches that extend from the lampstand.

36 Their buds and their branches will be one piece, all of it one hammered piece of
pure gold.

37 “You are to make its seven lamps, and then set its lamps up on it, so that it will give
light to the area in front of it.

38 Its trimmers and its trays are to be of pure gold.
39About seventy-five pounds of pure gold is to be used for it and for all these utensils.
40 Now be sure to make them according to the pattern you were shown on the

mountain.
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26
1 “The tabernacle itself you are to make with ten curtains of fine twisted linen and

blue and purple and scarlet; you are to make themwith cherubim that are the work of
an artistic designer.

2The length of each curtain is to be forty-two feet, and the width of each curtain is to
be six feet – the same size for each of the curtains.

3 Five curtains are to be joined, one to another, and the other five curtains are to be
joined, one to another.

4You are to make loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set,
and in the same way you are to make loops in the outer edge of the end curtain in the
second set.

5You are tomake fifty loops on the one curtain, and you are tomake fifty loops on the
end curtain which is on the second set, so that the loops are opposite one to another.

6 You are to make fifty gold clasps and join the curtains together with the clasps, so
that the tabernacle is a unit.

7 “You are to make curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the tabernacle; you are to
make eleven curtains.

8The length of each curtain is to be forty-five feet, and the width of each curtain is to
be six feet – the same size for the eleven curtains.

9You are to join five curtains by themselves and six curtains by themselves. You are
to double over the sixth curtain at the front of the tent.

10 You are to make fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in one set and fifty
loops along the edge of the curtain that joins the second set.

11 You are to make fifty bronze clasps and put the clasps into the loops and join the
tent together so that it is a unit.

12Now the part that remains of the curtains of the tent – the half curtain that remains
will hang over at the back of the tabernacle.

13 The foot and a half on the one side and the foot and a half on the other side of
what remains in the length of the curtains of the tent will hang over the sides of the
tabernacle, on one side and the other side, to cover it.

14 “You are to make a covering for the tent out of ram skins dyed red and over that a
covering of fine leather.

15 “You are to make the frames for the tabernacle out of acacia wood as uprights.
16 Each frame is to be fifteen feet long, and each frame is to be two feet three inches

wide,
17 with two projections per frame parallel one to another. You are to make all the

frames of the tabernacle in this way.
18So you are tomake the frames for the tabernacle: twenty frames for the south side,
19 and you are to make forty silver bases to go under the twenty frames – two bases

under the first frame for its two projections, and likewise two bases under the next
frame for its two projections;

20and for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side, twenty frames,
21 and their forty silver bases, two bases under the first frame, and two bases under

the next frame.
22And for the back of the tabernacle on the west you will make six frames.
23You are to make two frames for the corners of the tabernacle on the back.
24At the two corners they must be doubled at the lower end and finished together at

the top in one ring. So it will be for both.
25So thereare tobeeight framesand their silverbases, sixteenbases, twobasesunder

the first frame, and two bases under the next frame.
26 “You are to make bars of acacia wood, five for the frames on one side of the

tabernacle,
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27 and five bars for the frames on the second side of the tabernacle, and five bars for
the frames on the back of the tabernacle on the west.

28Themiddle bar in the center of the frames will reach from end to end.
29 You are to overlay the frames with gold and make their rings of gold to provide

places for the bars, and you are to overlay the bars with gold.
30You are to set up the tabernacle according to the plan that you were shown on the

mountain.
31 “You are tomake a special curtain of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and fine twisted

linen; it is to bemade with cherubim, the work of an artistic designer.
32You are to hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold,

set in four silver bases.
33You are to hang this curtain under the clasps and bring the ark of the testimony in

there behind the curtain. The curtain will make a division for you between the Holy
Place and theMost Holy Place.

34You are to put the atonement lid on the ark of the testimony in theMost Holy Place.
35You are to put the table outside the curtain and the lampstand on the south side of

the tabernacle, opposite the table, and you are to place the table on the north side.
36 “You are to make a hanging for the entrance of the tent of blue, purple, and scarlet

yarn and fine twined linen, the work of an embroiderer.
37 You are to make for the hanging five posts of acacia wood and overlay them with

gold, and their hooks will be gold, and you are to cast five bronze bases for them.

27
1 “You are to make the altar of acacia wood, seven feet six inches long, and seven feet

six inches wide; the altar is to be square, and its height is to be four feet six inches.
2You are tomake its four horns on its four corners; its hornswill be part of it, and you

are to overlay it with bronze.
3 You are to make its pots for the ashes, its shovels, its tossing bowls, its meat hooks,

and its fire pans – you are to make all its utensils of bronze.
4 You are to make a grating for it, a network of bronze, and you are to make on the

network four bronze rings on its four corners.
5 You are to put it under the ledge of the altar below, so that the network will come

halfway up the altar.
6Youare tomakepoles for the altar, poles of acaciawood, and youare to overlay them

with bronze.
7The poles are to be put into the rings so that the poleswill be on two sides of the altar

when carrying it.
8 You are to make the altar hollow, out of boards. Just as it was shown you on the

mountain, so theymust make it.

The Courtyard
9 “You are to make the courtyard of the tabernacle. For the south side there are to be

hangings for the courtyard of fine twisted linen, onehundredfifty feet long for one side,
10with twenty posts and their twenty bronze bases, with the hooks of the posts and

their bands of silver.
11Likewise for its length on the north side, there are to be hangings for one hundred

fifty feet, with twenty posts and their twenty bronze bases, with silver hooks and bands
on the posts.

12Thewidth of the court on thewest side is to be seventy-five feetwith hangings, with
their ten posts and their ten bases.

13Thewidth of the court on the east side, toward the sunrise, is to be seventy-five feet.
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14The hangings on one side of the gate are to be twenty-two and a half feet long, with
their three posts and their three bases.

15On the second side there are to be hangings twenty-two and a half feet long, with
their three posts and their three bases.

16 For the gate of the courtyard there is to be a curtain of thirty feet, of blue, purple,
and scarlet yarn andfine twined linen, thework of an embroiderer, with four posts and
their four bases.

17All the posts around the courtyard are to have silver bands; their hooks are to be
silver, and their bases bronze.

18 The length of the courtyard is to be one hundred fifty feet and the width seventy-
five feet, and the height of the fine twisted linen hangings is to be seven and a half feet,
with their bronze bases.

19All the utensils of the tabernacle used in all its service, all its tent pegs, and all the
tent pegs of the courtyard are to bemade of bronze.

Offering the Oil
20 “You are to command the Israelites that they bring to you pure oil of pressed olives

for the light, so that the lamps will burn regularly.
21 In the tent ofmeeting outside the curtain that is before the testimony, Aaronandhis

sons are to arrange it from evening to morning before the LORD. This is to be a lasting
ordinance among the Israelites for generations to come.

28
1 “And you, bring near to you your brother Aaron and his sons with him from among

the Israelites, so that theymayminister asmypriests –Aaron,NadabandAbihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.

2Youmust make holy garments for your brother Aaron, for glory and for beauty.
3 You are to speak to all who are specially skilled, whom I have filled with the spirit

of wisdom, so that they maymake Aaron’s garments to set him apart to minister as my
priest.

4Now these are the garments that they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe,
a fitted tunic, a turban, and a sash. They are to make holy garments for your brother
Aaron and for his sons, that theymayminister as my priests.

5The artisans are to use the gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen.
6 “They are tomake the ephod of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen, the

work of an artistic designer.
7 It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two of its corners, so it can be joined

together.
8The artisticallywovenwaistband of the ephod that is on it is to be like it, of one piece

with the ephod, of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen.
9“Youare to take twoonyx stones andengraveon themthenamesof the sonsof Israel,
10 six of their names on one stone, and the six remaining names on the second stone,

according to the order of their birth.
11Youare to engrave the two stoneswith the names of the sons of Israelwith thework

of an engraver in stone, like the engravings of a seal; you are to have them set in gold
filigree settings.

12You are to put the two stones on the shoulders of the ephod, stones ofmemorial for
the sons of Israel, andAaronwill bear their namesbefore theLORDonhis two shoulders
for amemorial.

13You are to make filigree settings of gold
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14 and two braided chains of pure gold, like a cord, and attach the chains to the
settings.

15 “You are to make a breastpiece for use in making decisions, the work of an artistic
designer; you are tomake it in the same fashion as the ephod; you are tomake it of gold,
blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen.

16 It is to be square when doubled, nine inches long and nine inches wide.
17Youare to set in it a setting for stones, four rowsof stones, a rowwitha ruby, a topaz,

and a beryl – the first row;
18and the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire, and an emerald;
19and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
20 and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. They are to be enclosed in

gold in their filigree settings.
21 The stones are to be for the names of the sons of Israel, twelve, according to the

number of their names. Each name according to the twelve tribes is to be like the
engravings of a seal.

22 “You are to make for the breastpiece braided chains like cords of pure gold,
23 and you are to make for the breastpiece two gold rings and attach the two rings to

the upper two ends of the breastpiece.
24You are to attach the two gold chains to the two rings at the ends of the breastpiece;
25 the other two ends of the two chains you will attach to the two settings and then

attach them to the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front of it.
26 You are to make two rings of gold and put them on the other two ends of the

breastpiece, on its edge that is on the inner side of the ephod.
27 You are to make two more gold rings and attach them to the bottom of the two

shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close to the juncture above the waistband
of the ephod.

28They are to tie the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod by blue cord, so
that it may be above thewaistband of the ephod, and so that the breastpiece will not be
loose from the ephod.

29Aaron will bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of decision over
his heart when he goes into the holy place, for amemorial before the LORD continually.

30 “You are to put the Urim and the Thummim into the breastpiece of decision; and
they are to be over Aaron’s heart when he goes in before the LORD. Aaron is to bear the
decisions of the Israelites over his heart before the LORD continually.

31 “You are to make the robe of the ephod completely blue.
32 There is to be an opening in its top in the center of it, with an edge all around the

opening, the work of a weaver, like the opening of a collar, so that it cannot be torn.
33 You are to make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet all around its hem and

bells of gold between them all around.
34The pattern is to be a gold bell and a pomegranate, a gold bell and a pomegranate,

all around the hem of the robe.
35 The robe is to be on Aaron as he ministers, and his sound will be heard when he

enters the Holy Place before the LORD andwhen he leaves, so that he does not die.
36 “You are to make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it the way a seal is engraved:

“Holiness to the LORD.”
37 You are to attach to it a blue cord so that it will be on the turban; it is to be on the

front of the turban,
38 It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron will bear the iniquity of the holy things,

which the Israelites are to sanctify by all their holy gifts; it will always be on his
forehead, for their acceptance before the LORD.
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39Youare toweave the tunic of fine linen andmake the turbanof fine linen, andmake
the sash the work of an embroiderer.

40 “For Aaron’s sons you are to make tunics, sashes, and headbands for glory and for
beauty.

41 “You are to clothe them – your brother Aaron and his sons with him – and anoint
them and ordain them and set them apart as holy, so that they may minister as my
priests.

42Make for them linen undergarments to cover their naked bodies; they must cover
from the waist to the thighs.

43 These must be on Aaron and his sons when they enter to the tent of meeting, or
when they approach the altar tominister in theHoly Place, so that they bear no iniquity
and die. It is to be a perpetual ordinance for him and for his descendants after him.

29
1“Nowthis iswhatyouare todo for themtoconsecrate themso that theymayminister

as my priests. Take a young bull and two rams without blemish;
2 and bread made without yeast, and perforated cakes without yeast mixed with oil,

andwaferswithout yeast spreadwith oil – you are tomake themusing finewheat flour.
3You are to put them in one basket andpresent them in the basket, alongwith the bull

and the two rams.
4 “You are to present Aaron and his sons at the entrance of the tent of meeting. You

are to wash themwith water
5 and take the garments and clothe Aaron with the tunic, the robe of the ephod, the

ephod, and the breastpiece; you are to fasten the ephod on him by using the skillfully
wovenwaistband.

6You are to put the turban on his head and put the holy diadem on the turban.
7You are to take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him.
8You are to present his sons and clothe themwith tunics
9andwrap the sashes aroundAaron and his sons and put headbands on them, and so

the ministry of priesthood will belong to them by a perpetual ordinance. Thus you are
to consecrate Aaron and his sons.

10 “You are to present the bull at the front of the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his
sons are to put their hands on the head of the bull.

11You are to kill the bull before the LORD at the entrance to the tent of meeting
12and take some of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with your

finger; all the rest of the blood you are to pour out at the base of the altar.
13You are to take all the fat that covers the entrails, and the lobe that is above the liver,

and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar.
14But the meat of the bull, its skin, and its dung you are to burn up outside the camp.

It is the purification offering.
15 “You are to take one ram, andAaron andhis sons are to lay their hands on the ram’s

head,
16and you are to kill the ram and take its blood and splash it all around on the altar.
17 Then you are to cut the ram into pieces and wash the entrails and its legs and put

them on its pieces and on its head
18 and burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD, a soothing

aroma; it is an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.
19 “You are to take the second ram, and Aaron and his sons are to lay their hands on

the ram’s head,
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20andyouare to kill the ramand take someof its bloodandput it on the tip of the right
ear of Aaron, on the tip of the right ear of his sons, on the thumbof their right hand, and
on the big toe of their right foot, and then splash the blood all around on the altar.

21 You are to take some of the blood that is on the altar and some of the anointing
oil and sprinkle it on Aaron, on his garments, on his sons, and on his sons’ garments
with him, so that hemay be holy, he and his garments along with his sons and his sons’
garments.

22 “You are to take from the ram the fat, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, the
lobe of the liver, the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and the right thigh – for it
is the ram for consecration –

23and one roundflat cake of bread, one perforated cake of oiled bread, and onewafer
from the basket of breadmade without yeast that is before the LORD.

24You are to put all these inAaron’s hands and in his sons’hands, and you are towave
them as a wave offering before the LORD.

25Then you are to take them from their hands and burn them on the altar for a burnt
offering, for a soothing aromabefore theLORD. It is anofferingmadebyfire to theLORD.

26You are to take the breast of the ram of Aaron’s consecration; you are to wave it as
a wave offering before the LORD, and it is to be your share.

27You are to sanctify the breast of thewave offering and the thigh of the contribution,
which were waved and lifted up as a contribution from the ram of consecration, from
what belongs to Aaron and to his sons.

28 It is to belong toAaron and to his sons from the Israelites, by a perpetual ordinance,
for it is a contribution. It is to be a contribution from the Israelites from their peace
offerings, their contribution to the LORD.

29 “The holy garments that belong to Aaron are to belong to his sons after him, so that
theymay be anointed in them and consecrated in them.

30 The priest who succeeds him from his sons, when he first comes to the tent of
meeting to minister in the Holy Place, is to wear them for seven days.

31 “You are to take the ram of the consecration and cook its meat in a holy place.
32 Aaron and his sons are to eat the meat of the ram and the bread that was in the

basket at the entrance of the tent of meeting.
33They are to eat those things bywhich atonementwasmade to consecrate and to set

them apart, but no one else may eat them, for they are holy.
34 If any of the meat from the consecration offerings or any of the bread is left over

until morning, then you are to burn upwhat is left over. It must not be eaten, because it
is holy.

35 “Thus you are to do for Aaron and for his sons, according to all that I have
commanded you; you are to consecrate them for seven days.

36Every day you are to prepare a bull for a purification offering for atonement. You
are to purge the altar bymaking atonement for it, and you are to anoint it to set it apart
as holy.

37For sevendays youare tomakeatonement for thealtar and set it apart asholy. Then
the altar will be most holy. Anything that touches the altar will be holy.

38 “Now this is what you are to prepare on the altar every day continually: two lambs
a year old.

39 The first lamb you are to prepare in the morning, and the second lamb you are to
prepare around sundown.

40With the first lamb offer a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a fourth of a
hin of oil from pressed olives, and a fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering.
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41 The second lamb you are to offer around sundown; you are to prepare for it the
same meal offering as for the morning and the same drink offering, for a soothing
aroma, an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.

42 “This will be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the entrance
of the tent ofmeeting before the LORD, where Iwillmeetwith you to speak to you there.

43There I will meet with the Israelites, and it will be set apart as holy bymy glory.
44 “So I will set apart as holy the tent of meeting and the altar, and I will set apart as

holy Aaron and his sons, that theymayminister as priests to me.
45 I will reside among the Israelites, and I will be their God,
46 and they will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out from the

land of Egypt, so that I may reside among them. I am the LORD their God.

30
1 “You are to make an altar for burning incense; you are to make it of acacia wood.
2 Its length is to be a foot and a half and its width a foot and a half; it will be square.

Its height is to be three feet, with its horns of one piece with it.
3You are to overlay it with pure gold – its top, its four walls, and its horns – andmake

a surrounding border of gold for it.
4 You are to make two gold rings for it under its border, on its two flanks; you are to

make them on its two sides. The rings will be places for poles to carry it with.
5You are to make the poles of acacia wood and overlay themwith gold.
6 “You are to put it in front of the curtain that is before the ark of the testimony (before

the atonement lid that is over the testimony), where I will meet you.
7Aaron is to burn sweet incense on it morning by morning; when he attends to the

lamps he is to burn incense.
8When Aaron sets up the lamps around sundown he is to burn incense on it; it is to

be a regular incense offering before the LORD throughout your generations.
9You must not offer strange incense on it, nor burnt offering, nor meal offering, and

youmust not pour out a drink offering on it.
10Aaron is to make atonement on its horns once in the year with some of the blood

of the sin offering for atonement; once in the year he is to make atonement on it
throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.”

The RansomMoney
11The LORD spoke to Moses:
12 “Whenyou take a census of the Israelites according to their number, then eachman

is to pay a ransom for his life to the LORD when you number them, so that there will be
no plague among themwhen you number them.

13Everyone who crosses over to those who are numbered is to pay this: a half shekel
according to the shekelof the sanctuary (a shekelweighs twentygerahs). Thehalf shekel
is to be an offering to the LORD.

14Everyonewho crosses over to those numbered, from twenty years old and up, is to
pay an offering to the LORD.

15The rich are not to increase it, and the poor are not to pay less than the half shekel
when giving the offering of the LORD, to make atonement for your lives.

16 You are to receive the atonement money from the Israelites and give it for the
service of the tent ofmeeting. It will be amemorial for the Israelites before the LORD, to
make atonement for your lives.”

The Bronze Laver
17The LORD spoke to Moses:
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18 “You are also to make a large bronze basin with a bronze stand for washing. You
are to put it between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it,

19and Aaron and his sons must wash their hands and their feet from it.
20When they enter the tent ofmeeting, theymustwashwithwater so that they do not

die. Also, when they approach the altar to minister by burning incense as an offering
made by fire to the LORD,

21 theymust wash their hands and their feet so that they do not die. And this will be a
perpetual ordinance for themand for their descendants throughout their generations.”

Oil and Incense
22The LORD spoke to Moses:
23 “Take choice spices: twelve and a half pounds of free-flowing myrrh, half that –

about six and aquarter pounds – of sweet-smelling cinnamon, six and aquarter pounds
of sweet-smelling cane,

24 and twelve and a half pounds of cassia, all weighed according to the sanctuary
shekel, and four quarts of olive oil.

25 You are to make this into a sacred anointing oil, a perfumed compound, the work
of a perfumer. It will be sacred anointing oil.

26 “With it you are to anoint the tent of meeting, the ark of the testimony,
27 the table and all its utensils, the lampstand and its utensils, the altar of incense,
28 the altar for the burnt offering and all its utensils, and the laver and its base.
29So you are to sanctify them, and theywill bemost holy; anything that touches them

will be holy.
30 “You are to anoint Aaron and his sons and sanctify them, so that theymayminister

as my priests.
31And you are to tell the Israelites: ‘This is to be my sacred anointing oil throughout

your generations.
32 Itmust not be applied to people’s bodies, and youmust notmake any like itwith the

same recipe. It is holy, and it must be holy to you.
33Whoevermakes perfume like it andwhoever puts any of it on someone not a priest

will be cut off from his people.’ ”
34 The LORD said to Moses: “Take spices, gum resin, onycha, galbanum, and pure

frankincense of equal amounts
35 and make it into an incense, a perfume, the work of a perfumer. It is to be finely

ground, and pure and sacred.
36Youare to beat someof it veryfine andput someof it before the ark of the testimony

in the tent of meeting where I will meet with you; it is to bemost holy to you.
37And the incense that you are to make, you must not make for yourselves using the

same recipe; it is to bemost holy to you, belonging to the LORD.
38Whoevermakes anything like it, to use as perfume, will be cut off fromhis people.”

31
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah,
3and I have filled himwith the Spirit of God in skill, in understanding, in knowledge,

and in all kinds of craftsmanship,
4 to make artistic designs for work with gold, with silver, and with bronze,
5 and with cutting and setting stone, and with cutting wood, to work in all kinds of

craftsmanship.
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6Moreover, I have also given him Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, and
I have given ability to all the specially skilled, that they may make everything I have
commanded you:

7 the tent of meeting, the ark of the testimony, the atonement lid that is on it, all the
furnishings of the tent,

8 the table with its utensils, the pure lampstand with all its utensils, the altar of
incense,

9 the altar for the burnt offering with all its utensils, the large basin with its base,
10 the woven garments, the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for

his sons, to minister as priests,
11 the anointing oil, and sweet incense for the Holy Place. They will make all these

things just as I have commanded you.”
Sabbath Observance

12The LORD said to Moses,
13 “Tell the Israelites, ‘Surely you must keep my Sabbaths, for it is a sign between

me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the LORD who
sanctifies you.

14 So you must keep the Sabbath, for it is holy for you. Everyone who defiles it must
surely be put to death; indeed, if anyone does any work on it, then that person will be
cut off from among his people.

15 Six days work may be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of complete rest,
holy to theLORD; anyonewhodoesworkon the Sabbathdaymust surelybeput todeath.

16 The Israelites must keep the Sabbath by observing the Sabbath throughout their
generations as a perpetual covenant.

17 It is a sign betweenme and the Israelites forever; for in six days the LORDmade the
heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he rested andwas refreshed.’ ”

18He gave Moses two tablets of testimony when he had finished speaking with him
onMount Sinai, tablets of stone written by the finger of God.

32
1When the people saw that Moses delayed in coming down from the mountain, they

gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Get up, make us gods that will go before us.
As for this fellowMoses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not
knowwhat has become of him!”

2SoAaron said to them, “Breakoff the gold earrings that are on the ears of yourwives,
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them tome.”

3Soall thepeoplebrokeoff thegoldearrings thatwereon their ears andbrought them
to Aaron.

4He accepted the gold from them, fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a
molten calf. Then they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of
Egypt.”

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and Aaron made a proclamation
and said, “Tomorrowwill be a feast to the LORD.”

6 So they got up early on the next day and offered up burnt offerings and brought
peace offerings, and the people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.

7 The LORD spoke to Moses: “Go quickly, descend, because your people, whom you
brought up from the land of Egypt, have acted corruptly.

8 They have quickly turned aside from the way that I commanded them – they have
made for themselves a molten calf and have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt.’ ”
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9 Then the LORD said to Moses: “I have seen this people. Look what a stiff-necked
people they are!

10 So now, leave me alone so that my anger can burn against them and I can destroy
them, and I will make from you a great nation.”

11But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your
anger burn against your people, whom you have brought out from the land of Egypt
with great power andwith amighty hand?

12Whyshould theEgyptians say, ‘Forevil he led themout tokill them in themountains
and to destroy them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger, and
relent of this evil against your people.

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel your servants, to whom you swore by
yourself and told them, ‘Iwillmultiply yourdescendants like the stars of heaven, andall
this land that I have spoken about I will give to your descendants, and they will inherit
it forever.’ ”

14Then the LORD relented over the evil that he had said he would do to his people.
15 Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the

testimony in his hands. The tablets were written on both sides – they were written on
the front and on the back.

16 Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God,
engraved on the tablets.

17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “It is
the sound of war in the camp!”

18Moses said, “It is not the sound of those who shout for victory, nor is it the sound of
those who cry because they are overcome, but the sound of singing I hear.”

19When he approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses became
extremely angry. He threw the tablets from his hands and broke them to pieces at the
bottom of themountain.

20He took the calf theyhadmadeandburned it in thefire, ground it topowder, poured
it out on the water, andmade the Israelites drink it.

21Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you, that you have brought on
them so great a sin?”

22Aaron said, “Do not let your anger burn hot, my lord; you know these people, that
they tend to evil.

23They said tome, ‘Makeus gods thatwill go beforeus, for as for this fellowMoses, the
manwho brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not knowwhat has happened to
him.’

24So I said to them, ‘Whoever has gold, break it off.’ So they gave it tome, and I threw
it into the fire, and this calf came out.”

25Moses sawthat thepeoplewererunningwild, forAaronhad let themget completely
out of control, causing derision from their enemies.

26SoMoses stoodat theentranceof the campandsaid, “Whoever is for theLORD, come
tome.” All the Levites gathered around him,

27 and he said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Each man fasten his
sword on his side, and go back and forth from entrance to entrance throughout the
camp, and each one kill his brother, his friend, and his neighbor.’ ”

28The Levites didwhatMoses ordered, and that day about three thousandmen of the
people died.

29Moses said, “You have been consecrated today for the LORD, for each of you was
against his son or against his brother, so he has given a blessing to you today.”

30The next dayMoses said to the people, “You have committed a very serious sin, but
now I will go up to the LORD – perhaps I canmake atonement on behalf of your sin.”
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31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas, this people has committed a very
serious sin, and they havemade for themselves gods of gold.

32But now, if you will forgive their sin…, but if not, wipe me out from your book that
you have written.”

33The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me – that person I will wipe
out of my book.

34 So now go, lead the people to the place I have spoken to you about. See, my angel
will go before you. But on the day that I punish, I will indeed punish them for their sin.”

35And the LORD sent a plague on the people because they hadmade the calf – the one
Aaronmade.

33
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Go up from here, you and the people whom you brought

up out of the land of Egypt, to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’

2 I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, the
Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.

3Go up to a land flowingwithmilk and honey. But I will not go up among you, for you
are a stiff-necked people, and I might destroy you on the way.”

4 When the people heard this troubling word they mourned; no one put on his
ornaments.

5For the LORD had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. If
I went up among you for amoment, I might destroy you. Now take off your ornaments,
that I may knowwhat I should do to you.’ ”

6 So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments byMount Horeb.

The Presence of the Lord
7 Moses took the tent and pitched it outside the camp, at a good distance from the

camp, and he called it the tent ofmeeting. Anyone seeking the LORDwould go out to the
tent of meeting that was outside the camp.

8And when Moses went out to the tent, all the people would get up and stand at the
entrance to their tents and watchMoses until he entered the tent.

9And whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand
at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD would speak|strong="H1696" with Moses.

10When all the people would see the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the
tent, all the people, each one at the entrance of his own tent, would rise and worship.

11 The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, the way a person speaks to a friend.
ThenMoseswould return to the camp, but his servant, Joshua son ofNun, a youngman,
did not leave the tent.

12Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have been saying tome, ‘Bring this people up,’ but
you have not let me know whom you will send with me. But you said, ‘I know you by
name, and also you have found favor inmy sight.’

13Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your way, that I may know you,
that I may continue to find favor in your sight. And see that this nation is your people.”

14And the LORD said|strong="H0559", “My presence will go with you, and I will give
you rest.”

15AndMoses said to him, “If your presence does not gowith us, donot take us up from
here.

16 For how will it be known then that I have found favor in your sight, I and your
people? Is it not by your going with us, so that we will be distinguished, I and your
people, from all the people who are on the face of the earth?”
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17 The LORD said to Moses, “I will do this thing also that you have requested, for you
have found favor inmy sight, and I know you by name.”

18AndMoses said, “Showme your glory.”
19And the LORD said|strong="H0559", “I will make all my goodness pass before your

face, and I will proclaim the LORD by name before you; I will be gracious to whom Iwill
be gracious, I will showmercy to whom I will showmercy.”

20But he added, “You cannot see my face, for no one can seeme and live.”
21The LORD said, “Here is a place byme; you will station yourself on a rock.
22Whenmyglory passes by, Iwill put you in a cleft in the rock andwill cover youwith

my handwhile I pass by.
23Then I will take away my hand, and you will see my back, but my face must not be

seen.”

34
1The LORD said toMoses, “Cut out two tablets of stone like the first, and Iwill write on

the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you smashed.
2Be prepared in the morning, and go up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and station

yourself for me there on the top of themountain.
3Noone is to comeupwith you; donot let anyonebe seen anywhere on themountain;

not even the flocks or the herds may graze in front of that mountain.”
4 So Moses cut out two tablets of stone like the first; early in the morning he went up

to Mount Sinai, just as the LORD had commanded him, and he took in his hand the two
tablets of stone.

5The LORDdescended in the cloud and stoodwith him there andproclaimed the LORD
by name.

6 The LORD passed by before him and proclaimed: “The LORD, the LORD, the compas-
sionate and gracious God, slow to anger, and abounding in loyal love and faithfulness,

7 keeping loyal love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin. But
hebynomeans leaves the guiltyunpunished, responding to the transgressionof fathers
by dealing with children and children’s children, to the third and fourth generation.”

8Moses quickly bowed to the ground andworshiped
9and said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, let my Lord go among us,

for we are a stiff-necked people; pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your
inheritance.”

10 He said, “See, I am going to make a covenant before all your people. I will do
wonders such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation. All the people
among whom you live will see the work of the LORD, for it is a fearful thing that I am
doing with you.

11 “Obey what I am commanding you this day. I am going to drive out before you the
Amorite, the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.

12Be careful not to make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land where you are
going, lest it become a snare among you.

13 Rather you must destroy their altars, smash their images, and cut down their
Asherah poles.

14 For you must not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a
jealous God.

15Be careful not to make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, for when they
prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to their gods, and someone invites you,
you will eat from his sacrifice;
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16 and you then take his daughters for your sons, and when his daughters prostitute
themselves to their gods, they will make your sons prostitute themselves to their gods
as well.

17Youmust not make yourselves molten gods.
18 “Youmust keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For seven days youmust eat bread

made without yeast, as I commanded you; do this at the appointed time of the month
Abib, for in themonth Abib you came out of Egypt.

19 “Everyfirstborn of thewombbelongs tome, even everyfirstborn of your cattle that
is a male, whether ox or sheep.

20Nowthefirstling of adonkeyyoumay redeemwith a lamb, but if youdonot redeem
it, then break its neck. Youmust redeem all the firstborn of your sons.

“No one will appear before me empty-handed.
21 “On six days youmay labor, but on the seventh day youmust rest; even at the time

of plowing and of harvest you are to rest.
22 “Youmust observe the Feast ofWeeks – the firstfruits of the harvest of wheat – and

the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year.
23At three times in the year all your men must appear before the Lord GOD, the God

of Israel.
24 For I will drive out the nations before you and enlarge your borders; no one will

covet your land when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in the
year.

25 “Youmust not offer the blood ofmy sacrificewith yeast; the sacrifice from the feast
of Passover must not remain until the followingmorning.

26 “The first of the firstfruits of your soil youmust bring to the house of the LORD your
God.
Youmust not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.”
27 The LORD said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with these

words I havemade a covenant with you andwith Israel.”
28 So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did not eat bread,

and he did not drink water. He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the ten
commandments.

The Radiant Face ofMoses
29 Now when Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the

testimony in his hand – when he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know
that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him.

30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face shone; and they
were afraid to approach him.

31ButMoses called to them, so Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back
to him, andMoses spoke to them.

32After this all the Israelites approached, and he commanded them all that the LORD
had spoken to him onMount Sinai.

33WhenMoses finished speaking with them, he would put a veil on his face.
34But when Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the

veil until he came out. Then hewould come out and tell the Israelites what he had been
commanded.

35When the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone,
Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with the LORD.

35
1Moses assembled thewhole community of the Israelites and said to them, “These are

the things that the LORD has commanded you to do.
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2 In six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there must be a holy day for
you, a Sabbath of complete rest to the LORD. Anyone who does work on it will be put to
death.

3Youmust not kindle a fire in any of your homes on the Sabbath day.”

WillingWorkers
4Moses spoke to thewhole communityof the Israelites, “This is theword that theLORD

has commanded:
5 ‘Takeanoffering for theLORD. Let everyonewhohasawillingheartbringanoffering

to the LORD: gold, silver, bronze,
6blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, fine linen, goat’s hair,
7 ram skins dyed red, fine leather, acacia wood,
8olive oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense,
9onyx stones, and other gems for mounting on the ephod and the breastpiece.
10 Every skilled person among you is to come and make all that the LORD has

commanded:
11 the tabernaclewith its tent, its covering, its clasps, its frames, its crossbars, its posts,

and its bases;
12 the ark, with its poles, the atonement lid, and the special curtain that conceals it;
13 the table with its poles and all its vessels, and the Bread of the Presence;
14 the lampstand for the light and its accessories, its lamps, and oil for the light;
15 and the altar of incense with its poles, the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense;

the hanging for the door at the entrance of the tabernacle;
16 the altar for the burnt offering with its bronze grating that is on it, its poles, and all

its utensils; the large basin and its pedestal;
17 thehangingsof thecourtyard, itsposts and itsbases, and thecurtain for thegateway

to the courtyard;
18 tent pegs for the tabernacle and tent pegs for the courtyard and their ropes;
19 the woven garments for serving in the holy place, the holy garments for Aaron the

priest, and the garments for his sons to minister as priests.”
20 So the whole community of the Israelites went out from the presence of Moses.
21Everyonewhose heart stirred him to action and everyonewhose spirit waswilling

came and brought the offering for the LORD for the work of the tent of meeting, for all
its service, and for the holy garments.

22 They came, men and women alike, all who had willing hearts. They brought
brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments, all kinds of gold jewelry, and everyone came
whowaved a wave offering of gold to the LORD.

23 Everyone who had blue, purple, or scarlet yarn, fine linen, goats’ hair, ram skins
dyed red, or fine leather brought them.

24 Everyone making an offering of silver or bronze brought it as an offering to the
LORD, and everyone who had acacia wood for any work of the service brought it.

25Everywomanwhowas skilled spunwithherhandsandbroughtwhat shehadspun,
blue, purple, or scarlet yarn, or fine linen,

26 and all the women whose heart stirred them to action and who were skilled spun
goats’ hair.

27The leaders brought onyx stones and other gems to be mounted for the ephod and
the breastpiece,

28 and spices and olive oil for the light, for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant
incense.
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29The Israelites brought a freewill offering to theLORD, everymanandwomanwhose
heart was willing to bring materials for all the work that the LORD through Moses had
commanded them to do.

30Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah.

31 He has filled him with the Spirit of God – with skill, with understanding, with
knowledge, and in all kinds of work,

32 to design artistic designs, to work in gold, in silver, and in bronze,
33 and in cutting stones for their setting, and in cutting wood, to do work in every

artistic craft.
34Andhehas put it in his heart to teach, he andOholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe

of Dan.
35He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, as designers, as

embroiderers in blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and in fine linen, and as weavers. They
are craftsmen in all the work and artistic designers.

36
1So Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person inwhom the LORD has put skill and

ability to knowhow to do all thework for the service of the sanctuary are to do thework
according to all that the LORD has commanded.”

2Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person in whom the LORD
had put skill – everyone whose heart stirred him to volunteer to do the work,

3 and they received from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had brought to do the
work for the service of the sanctuary, and they still continued to bring him a freewill
offering eachmorning.

4 So all the skilled people who were doing all the work on the sanctuary came from
the work they were doing

5 and told Moses, “The people are bringing much more than is needed for the
completion of the work which the LORD commanded us to do!”

6Moses instructed themto takehismessage throughout the camp, saying, “Letnoman
or woman do any more work for the offering for the sanctuary.” So the people were
restrained from bringing anymore.

7Now thematerials weremore than enough for them to do all the work.
The Building of the Tabernacle

8All the skilled among those who were doing the workmade the tabernacle with ten
curtains of fine twisted linen and blue and purple and scarlet; they were made with
cherubim that were the work of an artistic designer.

9 The length of one curtain was forty-two feet, and the width of one curtain was six
feet – the same size for each of the curtains.

10He joined five of the curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he joined
to one another.

11Hemade loops of bluematerial along the edge of the end curtain in the first set; he
did the same along the edge of the end curtain in the second set.

12Hemade fifty loops on the first curtain, and hemade fifty loops on the end curtain
that was in the second set, with the loops opposite one another.

13Hemade fifty gold clasps and joined the curtains together to one another with the
clasps, so that the tabernacle was a unit.

14 He made curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the tabernacle; he made eleven
curtains.

15 The length of one curtain was forty-five feet, and the width of one curtain was six
feet – one size for all eleven curtains.
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16He joined five curtains by themselves and six curtains by themselves.
17Hemade fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in the first set and fifty loops

along the edge of the curtain that joined the second set.
18Hemade fifty bronze clasps to join the tent together so that it might be a unit.
19Hemade a covering for the tent out of ram skins dyed red and over that a covering

of fine leather.
20Hemade the frames for the tabernacle of acacia wood as uprights.
21 The length of each frame was fifteen feet, the width of each frame was two and a

quarter feet,
22with two projections per frame parallel one to another. He made all the frames of

the tabernacle in this way.
23 So hemade frames for the tabernacle: twenty frames for the south side.
24 He made forty silver bases under the twenty frames – two bases under the first

frame for its two projections, and likewise two bases under the next frame for its two
projections,

25and for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side, he made twenty frames
26 and their forty silver bases, two bases under the first frame and two bases under

the next frame.
27And for the back of the tabernacle on the west hemade six frames.
28Hemade two frames for the corners of the tabernacle on the back.
29At the two corners theywere doubled at the lower end and finished together at the

top in one ring. So he did for both.
30 So there were eight frames and their silver bases, sixteen bases, two bases under

each frame.
31Hemade bars of acacia wood, five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle
32 and five bars for the frames on the second side of the tabernacle, and five bars for

the frames of the tabernacle for the back side on the west.
33Hemade themiddle bar to reach from end to end in the center of the frames.
34He overlaid the frameswith gold andmade their rings of gold to provide places for

the bars, and he overlaid the bars with gold.
35Hemade the special curtain of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn andfine twisted linen;

hemade it with cherubim, the work of an artistic designer.
36He made for it four posts of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold, with gold

hooks, and he cast for them four silver bases.
37Hemade a hanging for the entrance of the tent of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and

fine twisted linen, the work of an embroiderer,
38and its five posts and their hooks. He overlaid their tops and their bandswith gold,

but their five bases were bronze.

37
1Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; its length was three feet nine inches, its width

two feet three inches, and its height two feet three inches.
2He overlaid it with pure gold, inside and out, and hemade a surrounding border of

gold for it.
3He cast four gold rings for it that he put on its four feet, with two rings on one side

and two rings on the other side.
4Hemade poles of acacia wood, overlaid themwith gold,
5and put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark in order to carry the ark.
6Hemade an atonement lid of pure gold; its lengthwas three feet nine inches, and its

width was two feet three inches.
7Hemade two cherubim of gold; he made them of hammeredmetal on the two ends

of the atonement lid,



Exodus 37:8 112 Exodus 38:1

8 one cherub on one end and one cherub on the other end. He made the cherubim
from the atonement lid on its two ends.

9 The cherubim were spreading their wings upward, overshadowing the atonement
lid with their wings. The cherubim faced each other, looking toward the atonement lid.

TheMaking of the Table
10He made the table of acacia wood; its length was three feet, its width one foot six

inches, and its height two feet three inches.
11He overlaid it with pure gold, and hemade a surrounding border of gold for it.
12 He made a surrounding frame for it about three inches wide, and he made a

surrounding border of gold for its frame.
13He cast four gold rings for it and attached the rings at the four corners where its

four legs were.
14The rings were close to the frame to provide places for the poles to carry the table.
15Hemade the poles of acacia wood and overlaid themwith gold, to carry the table.
16He made the vessels which were on the table out of pure gold, its plates, its ladles,

its pitchers, and its bowls, to be used in pouring out offerings.
TheMaking of the Lampstand

17Hemade the lampstand of pure gold. Hemade the lampstand of hammeredmetal;
its base and its shaft, its cups, its buds, and its blossoms were from the same piece.

18 Six branches were extending from its sides, three branches of the lampstand from
one side of it, and three branches of the lampstand from the other side of it.

19 Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms were on the first
branch, and three cups shaped like almondflowerswithbudsandblossomswereon the
nextbranch, and the samefor the sixbranches thatwereextending fromthe lampstand.

20On the lampstand there were four cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and
blossoms,

21 with a bud under the first two branches from it, and a bud under the next two
branches from it, and a bud under the third two branches from it; according to the six
branches that extended from it.

22Their buds and their branches were of one piece; all of it was one hammered piece
of pure gold.

23Hemade its seven lamps, its trimmers, and its trays of pure gold.
24 He made the lampstand and all its accessories with seventy-five pounds of pure

gold.
TheMaking of the Altar of Incense

25He made the incense altar of acacia wood. Its length was a foot and a half and its
width a foot and a half – a square – and its height was three feet. Its horns were of one
piece with it.

26He overlaid it with pure gold – its top, its four walls, and its horns – and he made a
surrounding border of gold for it.

27He also made two gold rings for it under its border, on its two sides, on opposite
sides, as places for poles to carry it with.

28Hemade the poles of acacia wood and overlaid themwith gold.
29 He made the sacred anointing oil and the pure fragrant incense, the work of a

perfumer.

38
1He made the altar for the burnt offering of acacia wood seven feet six inches long

and seven feet six inches wide – it was square – and its height was four feet six inches.



Exodus 38:2 113 Exodus 38:25

2He made its horns on its four corners; its horns were part of it, and he overlaid it
with bronze.

3He made all the utensils of the altar – the pots, the shovels, the tossing bowls, the
meat hooks, and the fire pans – hemade all its utensils of bronze.

4Hemadeagrating for the altar, a networkof bronzeunder its ledge, halfwayup from
the bottom.

5He cast four rings for the four corners of the bronze grating, to provide places for
the poles.

6Hemade the poles of acacia wood and overlaid themwith bronze.
7He put the poles into the rings on the sides of the altar, with which to carry it. He

made the altar hollow, out of boards.
8Hemade the large basin of bronze and its pedestal of bronze from themirrors of the

womenwho served at the entrance of the tent of meeting.
The Construction of the Courtyard

9Hemade the courtyard. For the south side thehangings of the courtyardwere of fine
twisted linen, one hundred fifty feet long,

10with their twenty posts and their twenty bronze bases, with the hooks of the posts
and their bands of silver.

11For the north side the hangingswere one hundredfifty feet, with their twenty posts
and their twenty bronze bases, with the hooks of the posts and their bands of silver.

12 For the west side there were hangings seventy-five feet long, with their ten posts
and their ten bases, with the hooks of the posts and their bands of silver.

13For the east side, toward the sunrise, it was seventy-five feet wide,
14with hangings on one side of the gate that were twenty-two and a half feet long,

with their three posts and their three bases,
15and for the second side of the gate of the courtyard, just like the other, the hangings

were twenty-two and a half feet long, with their three posts and their three bases.
16All the hangings around the courtyard were of fine twisted linen.
17 The bases for the posts were bronze. The hooks of the posts and their bands were

silver, their tops were overlaid with silver, and all the posts of the courtyard had silver
bands.

18The curtain for the gate of the courtyard was of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and
fine twisted linen, the work of an embroiderer. It was thirty feet long, and like the
hangings in the courtyard, it was seven and a half feet high,

19 with four posts and their four bronze bases. Their hooks and their bands were
silver, and their tops were overlaid with silver.

20All the tent pegs of the tabernacle and of the courtyard all aroundwere bronze.
TheMaterials of the Construction

21This is the inventory of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the testimony, which was
counted by the order of Moses, being the work of the Levites under the direction of
Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest.

22Now Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything that
the LORD had commandedMoses;

23 and with him was Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an artisan, a
designer, and an embroiderer in blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and fine linen.

24 All the gold that was used for the work, in all the work of the sanctuary (namely,
the gold of thewave offering)was twenty-nine talents and 730 shekels, according to the
sanctuary shekel.

25The silver of thosewhowere numbered of the communitywas onehundred talents
and 1,775 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel,
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26 one beka per person, that is, a half shekel, according to the sanctuary shekel, for
everyonewho crossed over to those numbered, from twenty years old or older, 603,550
in all.

27The one hundred talents of silver were used for casting the bases of the sanctuary
and the bases of the special curtain – one hundred bases for one hundred talents, one
talent per base.

28From the remaining 1,775 shekels hemade hooks for the posts, overlaid their tops,
andmade bands for them.

29The bronze of the wave offering was seventy talents and 2,400 shekels.
30With it he made the bases for the door of the tent of meeting, the bronze altar, the

bronze grating for it, and all the utensils of the altar,
31 the bases for the courtyard all around, the bases for the gate of the courtyard, all

the tent pegs of the tabernacle, and all the tent pegs of the courtyard all around.

39
1 From the blue, purple, and scarlet yarn they made woven garments for serving

in the sanctuary; they made holy garments that were for Aaron, just as the LORD had
commandedMoses.

The Ephod
2Hemade the ephod of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen.
3Theyhammered the gold into thin sheets and cut it intonarrowstrips toweave them

into the blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and into the fine linen, the work of an artistic
designer.

4Theymade shoulder pieces for it, attached to two of its corners, so it could be joined
together.

5The artistically wovenwaistband of the ephod that was on it was like it, of one piece
with it, of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and fine twisted linen, just as the LORD
had commandedMoses.

6They set the onyx stones in gold filigree settings, engraved aswith the engravings of
a seal with the names of the sons of Israel.

7 He put them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as stones of memorial for the
Israelites, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.

The Breastpiece of Decision
8Hemade the breastpiece, thework of an artistic designer, in the same fashion as the

ephod, of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet, and fine twisted linen.
9 Itwas square – theymade the breastpiece doubled, nine inches long andnine inches

wide when doubled.
10They set on it four rows of stones: a rowwith a ruby, a topaz, and a beryl – the first

row;
11and the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire, and an emerald;
12and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
13 and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in gold

filigree settings.
14 The stones were for the names of the sons of Israel, twelve, corresponding to the

number of their names. Each name corresponding to one of the twelve tribes was like
the engravings of a seal.

15Theymade for the breastpiece braided chains like cords of pure gold,
16 and they made two gold filigree settings and two gold rings, and they attached the

two rings to the upper two ends of the breastpiece.
17They attached the two gold chains to the two rings at the ends of the breastpiece;
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18 the other two ends of the two chains they attached to the two settings, and they
attached them to the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front of it.

19Theymade two rings of gold and put them on the other two ends of the breastpiece
on its edge, which is on the inner side of the ephod.

20 They made two more gold rings and attached them to the bottom of the two
shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close to the juncture above the waistband
of the ephod.

21They tied the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephodbyblue cord, so that it
was above the waistband of the ephod, so that the breastpiece would not be loose from
the ephod, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.

The Other Garments
22Hemade the robe of the ephod completely blue, the work of a weaver.
23There was an opening in the center of the robe, like the opening of a collar, with an

edge all around the opening so that it could not be torn.
24 They made pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and twisted linen

around the hem of the robe.
25 They made bells of pure gold and attached the bells between the pomegranates

around the hem of the robe between the pomegranates.
26Therewas a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, all around the hem

of the robe, to be used inministering, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.
27Theymade tunics of fine linen – the work of a weaver, for Aaron and for his sons –
28 and the turban of fine linen, the headbands of fine linen, and the undergarments

of fine twisted linen.
29 The sash was of fine twisted linen and blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, the work of

an embroiderer, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.
30Theymade a plate, the holy diadem, of pure gold and wrote on it an inscription, as

on the engravings of a seal, “Holiness to the LORD.”
31They attached to it a blue cord, to attach it to the turban above, just as the LORD had

commandedMoses.
Moses Inspects the Sanctuary

32 So all the work of the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, was completed, and the
Israelites did according to all that the LORD had commandedMoses – they did it exactly
so.

33 They brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its furnishings, clasps,
frames, bars, posts, and bases;

34 and the coverings of ram skins dyed red, the covering of fine leather, and the
protecting curtain;

35 the ark of the testimony and its poles, and the atonement lid;
36 the table, all its utensils, and the Bread of the Presence;
37 the pure lampstand, its lamps, with the lamps set in order, and all its accessories,

and oil for the light;
38 and the gold altar, and the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense; and the curtain

for the entrance to the tent;
39 the bronze altar and its bronze grating, its poles, and all its utensils; the large basin

with its pedestal;
40 thehangingsof thecourtyard, itsposts and itsbases, and thecurtain for thegateway

of the courtyard, its ropes and its tent pegs, and all the furnishings for the service of the
tabernacle, for the tent of meeting;

41 the woven garments for serving in the sanctuary, the holy garments for Aaron the
priest, and the garments for his sons to minister as priests.
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42The Israelitesdidall theworkaccording toall that theLORDhadcommandedMoses.
43 Moses inspected all the work – and they had done it just as the LORD had com-

manded – they had done it exactly – andMoses blessed them.

40
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “On the first day of the first month you are to set up the tabernacle, the tent of

meeting.
3 You are to place the ark of the testimony in it and shield the ark with the special

curtain.
4You are to bring in the table and set out the things that belong on it; then you are to

bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps.
5You are to put the gold altar for incense in front of the ark of the testimony and put

the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle.
6 You are to put the altar for the burnt offering in front of the entrance to the

tabernacle, the tent of meeting.
7Youare toput the largebasinbetween the tentofmeetingand thealtarandputwater

in it.
8 You are to set up the courtyard around it and put the curtain at the gate of the

courtyard.
9And take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and sanctify

it and all its furnishings, and it will be holy.
10Then you are to anoint the altar for the burnt offering with all its utensils; you are

to sanctify the altar, and it will be themost holy altar.
11Youmust also anoint the large basin and its pedestal, and you are to sanctify it.
12“Youare to bringAaronandhis sons to the entrance of the tent ofmeeting andwash

themwith water.
13Then you are to clothe Aaron with the holy garments and anoint him and sanctify

him so that hemayminister as my priest.
14You are to bring his sons and clothe themwith tunics
15 and anoint them just as you anointed their father, so that they mayminister as my

priests; their anointingwillmake themapriesthood thatwill continue throughout their
generations.”

16This is what Moses did, according to all the LORD had commanded him – so he did.
17 So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month, in the second year.
18When Moses set up the tabernacle and put its bases in place, he set up its frames,

attached its bars, and set up its posts.
19Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it,

as the LORD had commandedMoses.
20He took the testimony and put it in the ark, attached the poles to the ark, and then

put the atonement lid on the ark.
21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, hung the protecting curtain, and

shielded the ark of the testimony from view, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.
22 And he put the table in the tent of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle,

outside the curtain.
23Andheset thebread inorderon it before theLORD, just as theLORDhadcommanded

Moses.
24Andheput the lampstand in the tent ofmeeting opposite the table, on the south side

of the tabernacle.
25Then he set up the lamps before the LORD, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.
26And he put the gold altar in the tent of meeting in front of the curtain,
27and he burned fragrant incense on it, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.
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28Then he put the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle.
29He also put the altar for the burnt offering by the entrance to the tabernacle, the

tent of meeting, and offered on it the burnt offering and the meal offering, just as the
LORD had commandedMoses.

30Thenheput the large basin between the tent ofmeeting and the altar andputwater
in it for washing.

31Moses and Aaron and his sons would wash their hands and their feet from it.
32Whenever they entered the tent of meeting, and whenever they approached the

altar, they would wash, just as the LORD had commandedMoses.
33Andhe set up the courtyardaround the tabernacle and thealtar, andput the curtain

at the gate of the courtyard. So Moses finished the work.
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the

tabernacle.
35Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it and

the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
36But when the cloud was lifted up from the tabernacle, the Israelites would set out

on all their journeys;
37but if the cloudwas not lifted up, then theywould not journey further until the day

it was lifted up.
38 For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, but fire would be on it at

night, in plain view of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.
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Leviticus

Introduction to the Sacrificial Regulations
1Then the LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from theMeeting Tent:
2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When someone among you presents an

offering to the LORD, you must present your offering from the domesticated animals,
either from the herd or from the flock.

Burnt Offering Regulations: Animal from the Herd
3 “‘If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd he must present it as a flawless

male; he must present it at the entrance of the Meeting Tent for its acceptance before
the LORD.

4He must lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted for
him tomake atonement on his behalf.

5 Then the one presenting the offering must slaughter the bull before the LORD, and
the sons of Aaron, the priests, must present the blood and splash the blood against the
sides of the altar which is at the entrance of the Meeting Tent.

6 Next, the one presenting the offering must skin the burnt offering and cut it into
parts,

7and the sons of Aaron, the priest, must put fire on the altar and arrangewood on the
fire.

8 Then the sons of Aaron, the priests, must arrange the parts with the head and the
suet on the wood that is in the fire on the altar.

9 Finally, the one presenting the offering must wash its entrails and its legs in water
and the priest must offer all of it up in smoke on the altar – it is a burnt offering, a gift of
a soothing aroma to the LORD.

Animal from the Flock
10 “‘If his offering is from the flock for a burnt offering – from the sheep or the goats –

hemust present a flawless male,
11andmust slaughter it on thenorth sideof thealtarbefore theLORD|strong="H3069",

and the sons of Aaron, the priests, will splash its blood against the altar’s sides.
12 Next, the one presenting the offering must cut it into parts, with its head and its

suet, and the priest must arrange them on the woodwhich is in the fire, on the altar.
13Then the one presenting the offering must wash the entrails and the legs in water,

and the priest must present all of it and offer it up in smoke on the altar – it is a burnt
offering, a gift of a soothing aroma to the LORD.

From the Birds
14 “‘If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering from the birds, he must present his

offering from the turtledoves or from the young pigeons.
15 The priest must present it at the altar, pinch off its head and offer the head up in

smoke on the altar, and its bloodmust be drained out against the side of the altar.
16 Then the priest must remove its entrails by cutting off its tail feathers, and throw

them to the east side of the altar into the place of fatty ashes,
17 and tear it open by its wings without dividing it into two parts. Finally, the priest

must offer it up in smoke on the altar on the wood which is in the fire – it is a burnt
offering, a gift of a soothing aroma to the LORD.
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2
1 “‘When a person presents a grain offering to the LORD, his offering must consist of

choice wheat flour, and hemust pour olive oil on it and put frankincense on it.
2Then hemust bring it to the sons of Aaron, the priests, and the priestmust scoop out

from there a handful of its choice wheat flour and some of its olive oil in addition to all
of its frankincense, and the priest must offer its memorial portion up in smoke on the
altar – it is a gift of a soothing aroma to the LORD.

3The remainder of the grain offering belongs to Aaron and to his sons – it ismost holy
from the gifts of the LORD.

Processed Grain Offerings
4 “‘When you present an offering of grain baked in an oven, it must bemade of choice

wheat flour baked into unleavened loaves mixed with olive oil or unleavened wafers
smeared with olive oil.

5 If your offering is a grain offeringmade on the griddle, itmust be choicewheat flour
mixed with olive oil, unleavened.

6Crumble it in pieces and pour olive oil on it – it is a grain offering.
7 If your offering is a grain offering made in a pan, it must be made of choice wheat

flour deep fried in olive oil.
8 “‘You must bring the grain offering that must be made from these to the LORD.

Present it to the priest, and he will bring it to the altar.
9Then the priest must take up from the grain offering its memorial portion and offer

it up in smoke on the altar – it is a gift of a soothing aroma to the LORD.
10The remainder of the grain offeringbelongs toAaronand tohis sons – it ismost holy

from the gifts of the LORD|strong="H3069".
Additional Grain Offering Regulations

11 “‘No grain offering which you present to the LORD can be made with yeast, for you
must not offer up in smoke any yeast or honey as a gift to the LORD.

12You can present them to the LORD as an offering of first fruit, but they must not go
up to the altar for a soothing aroma.

13Moreover, you must season every one of your grain offerings with salt; you must
not allow the salt of the covenant of your God to be missing from your grain offering –
on every one of your grain offerings youmust present salt.

14 “‘If you present a grain offering of first ripe grain to the LORD, you must present
your grainofferingoffirst ripe grain as soft kernels roasted infire – crushedbits of fresh
grain.

15And youmust put olive oil on it and set frankincense on it – it is a grain offering.
16 Then the priest must offer its memorial portion up in smoke – some of its crushed

bits, some of its olive oil, in addition to all of its frankincense – it is a gift to the LORD.

3
1 “‘Now if his offering is a peace offering sacrifice, if he presents an offering from the

herd, hemust present before the LORD a flawless male or a female.
2He must lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it at the entrance of

the Meeting Tent, and the sons of Aaron, the priests, must splash the blood against the
altar’s sides.

3Then the one presenting the offeringmust present a gift to the LORD from the peace
offering sacrifice: He must remove the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that
surrounds the entrails,

4 the two kidneys with the fat on their sinews, and the protruding lobe on the liver
(which he is to remove along with the kidneys).
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5Then the sons of Aaronmust offer it up in smoke on the altar atop the burnt offering
that is on the wood in the fire as a gift of a soothing aroma to the LORD.

Animal from the Flock
6 “‘If his offering for a peace offering sacrifice to the LORD|strong="H3069" is from the

flock, hemust present a flawless male or female.
7 If he presents a sheep as his offering, hemust present it before the LORD.
8Hemust lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter it before theMeeting

Tent, and the sons of Aaronmust splash its blood against the altar’s sides.
9 Then he must present a gift to the LORD from the peace offering sacrifice: He must

remove all the fatty tail up to the end of the spine, the fat covering the entrails, and all
the fat on the entrails,

10 the two kidneys with the fat on their sinews, and the protruding lobe on the liver
(which he is to remove along with the kidneys).

11Then the priest must offer it up in smoke on the altar as a food gift to the LORD.
12 “‘If his offering is a goat hemust present it before the LORD,
13 lay his hand on its head, and slaughter it before the Meeting Tent, and the sons of

Aaronmust splash its blood against the altar’s sides.
14Then hemust present from it his offering as a gift to the LORD: the fat which covers

the entrails and all the fat on the entrails,
15 the two kidneys with the fat on their sinews, and the protruding lobe on the liver

(which he is to remove along with the kidneys).
16Then the priestmust offer themup in smoke on the altar as a food gift for a soothing

aroma – all the fat belongs to the LORD.
17This is a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all the places where you

live: Youmust never eat any fat or any blood.’ ”

4
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Tell the Israelites, ‘When a person sins by straying unintentionally from any of the

Lord’s commandments whichmust not be violated, and violates any one of them –
For the Priest

3 “‘If the high priest sins so that the people are guilty, on account of the sin he has
committed hemust present a flawless young bull to the LORD for a sin offering.

4He must bring the bull to the entrance of the Meeting Tent before the LORD, lay his
hand on the head of the bull, and slaughter the bull before the LORD.

5 Then that high priest must take some of the blood of the bull and bring it to the
Meeting Tent.

6The priestmust dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle someof it seven times before
the LORD toward the front of the veil-canopy of the sanctuary.

7 The priest must put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense
that is before the LORD in the Meeting Tent, and all the rest of the bull’s blood he must
pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the Meeting
Tent.

8 “‘Then he must take up all the fat from the sin offering bull: the fat covering the
entrails and all the fat surrounding the entrails,

9 the two kidneys with the fat on their sinews, and the protruding lobe on the liver
(which he is to remove along with the kidneys)

10 – just as it is taken from the ox of the peace offering sacrifice – and the priest must
offer them up in smoke on the altar of burnt offering.
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11But the hide of the bull, all its flesh along with its head and its legs, its entrails, and
its dung –

12 all the rest of the bull – he must bring outside the camp to a ceremonially clean
place, to the fatty ash pile, and hemust burn it on a wood fire; it must be burned on the
fatty ash pile.

For theWhole Congregation
13 “‘If the whole congregation of Israel strays unintentionally and the matter is not

noticedby the assembly, and theyviolate oneof theLord’s commandments,whichmust
not be violated, so they become guilty,

14 the assembly must present a young bull for a sin offering when the sin they have
committed becomes known. Theymust bring it before theMeeting Tent,

15 the elders of the congregation must lay their hands on the head of the bull before
the LORD, and someonemust slaughter the bull before the LORD.

16Then the high priest must bring some of the blood of the bull to the Meeting Tent,
17and that priestmust diphis finger in thebloodand sprinkle someof theblood seven

times before the LORD toward the front of the veil-canopy.
18Hemust put some of the blood on the horns of the altar which is before the LORD in

the Meeting Tent, and all the rest of the blood he must pour out at the base of the altar
of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the Meeting Tent.

19 “‘Then the priest must take all its fat and offer the fat up in smoke on the altar.
20He must do with the rest of the bull just as he did with the bull of the sin offering;

this is what he must do with it. So the priest will make atonement on their behalf and
they will be forgiven.

21Hemust bring the rest of the bull outside the campandburn it just as he burned the
first bull – it is the sin offering of the assembly.

For the Leader
22 “‘Whenever a leader, by straying unintentionally, sins and violates one of the

commandments of the LORD his God whichmust not be violated, and he pleads guilty,
23 or his sin that he committed is made known to him, he must bring a flawless male

goat as his offering.
24Hemust layhishandon theheadof themalegoatandslaughter it in theplacewhere

the burnt offering is slaughtered before the LORD – it is a sin offering.
25 Then the priest must take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and

put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and he must pour out the rest of its
blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering.

26 Then the priest must offer all of its fat up in smoke on the altar like the fat of the
peace offering sacrifice. So the priest will make atonement on his behalf for his sin and
he will be forgiven.

For the Common Person
27 “‘If an ordinary individual sins by straying unintentionallywhen he violates one of

the Lord’s commandments whichmust not be violated, and he pleads guilty
28or his sin that he committed ismade known to him, hemust bring a flawless female

goat as his offering for the sin that he committed.
29Hemust lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter the sin offering

in the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered.
30 Then the priest must take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns

of the altar of burnt offering, and hemust pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of
the altar.
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31Then hemust remove all of its fat (just as fat was removed from the peace offering
sacrifice) and the priest must offer it up in smoke on the altar for a soothing aroma to
the LORD. So the priest will make atonement on his behalf and he will be forgiven.

32 “‘But if he brings a sheep as his offering, for a sin offering, hemust bring a flawless
female.

33Hemust layhishandon theheadof the sinofferingandslaughter it fora sinoffering
in the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered.

34 Then the priest must take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and
put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and he must pour out all the rest of its
blood at the base of the altar.

35 Then the one who brought the offering must remove all its fat (just as the fat of
the sheep is removed from the peace offering sacrifice) and the priest must offer them
up in smoke on the altar on top of the other gifts of the LORD. So the priest will make
atonement on his behalf for his sin which he has committed and he will be forgiven.

5
1 “‘When a person sins in that he hears a public curse against one who fails to testify

and he is a witness (he either saw or knewwhat had happened ) and he does not make
it known, then he will bear his punishment for iniquity.

2Orwhen there is a personwho touches anything ceremonially unclean,whether the
carcass of an unclean wild animal, or the carcass of an unclean domesticated animal,
or the carcass of an unclean creeping thing, even if he did not realize it, but he himself
has become unclean and is guilty;

3 or when he touches human uncleanness with regard to anything by which he can
become unclean, even if he did not realize it, but he himself has later come to know it
and is guilty;

4 or when a person swears an oath, speaking thoughtlessly with his lips, whether
to do evil or to do good, with regard to anything which the individual might speak
thoughtlessly in an oath, even if he did not realize it, but he himself has later come to
know it and is guilty with regard to one of these oaths –

5 when an individual becomes guilty with regard to one of these things he must
confess how he has sinned,

6and hemust bring his penalty for guilt to the LORD for his sin that he has committed,
a female from the flock, whether a female sheep or a female goat, for a sin offering. So
the priest will make atonement on his behalf for his sin.

7 “‘If he cannot afford an animal from the flock, hemust bring his penalty for guilt for
his sin that he has committed, two turtledoves or two young pigeons, to the LORD, one
for a sin offering and one for a burnt offering.

8He must bring them to the priest and present first the one that is for a sin offering.
The priest must pinch its head at the nape of its neck, but must not sever the head from
the body.

9Then he must sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the wall of the altar,
and the remainder of the bloodmust be squeezed out at the base of the altar – it is a sin
offering.

10 The second bird he must make a burnt offering according to the standard regula-
tion. So the priestwillmake atonement on behalf of this person for his sinwhich he has
committed, and he will be forgiven.

11 “‘If he cannot afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons, he must bring as his
offering for his sin which he has committed a tenth of an ephah of choice wheat flour
for a sin offering. Hemust not place olive oil on it and hemust not put frankincense on
it, because it is a sin offering.
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12Hemust bring it to the priest and the priest must scoop out from it a handful as its
memorial portion and offer it up in smoke on the altar on top of the other gifts of the
LORD – it is a sin offering.

13So the priest will make atonement on his behalf for his sinwhich he has committed
by doing one of these things, and hewill be forgiven. The remainder of the offeringwill
belong to the priest like the grain offering.’ ”

Guilt Offering Regulations: Known Trespass
14Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
15 “When a person commits a trespass and sins by straying unintentionally from the

regulations about the Lord’s holy things, then he must bring his penalty for guilt to the
LORD, a flawless ram from the flock, convertible into silver shekels according to the
standard of the sanctuary shekel, for a guilt offering.

16And whatever holy thing he violated he must restore and must add one fifth to it
and give it to the priest. So the priest will make atonement on his behalf with the guilt
offering ram and he will be forgiven.”

Unknown trespass
17 “If a person sins and violates any of the Lord’s commandments which must not be

violated (although he did not know it at the time, but later realizes he is guilty), then he
will bear his punishment for iniquity

18 and must bring a flawless ram from the flock, convertible into silver shekels, for a
guilt offering to the priest. So the priest will make atonement on his behalf for his error
which he committed (although he himself had not known it) and he will be forgiven.

19 It is a guilt offering; he was surely guilty before the LORD.”

6
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
2“Whenaperson sins andcommits a trespass against theLORDbydeceivinghis fellow

citizen in regard to something held in trust, or a pledge, or something stolen, or by
extorting something from his fellow citizen,

3or has found something lost and denies it and swears falsely concerning any one of
the things that someonemight do to sin –

4when it happens that he sins and he is found guilty, then he must return whatever
he had stolen, or whatever he had extorted, or the thing that he had held in trust, or the
lost thing that he had found,

5 or anything about which he swears falsely. He must restore it in full and add one
fifth to it; he must give it to its owner when he is found guilty.

6 Then he must bring his guilt offering to the LORD, a flawless ram from the flock,
convertible into silver shekels, for a guilt offering to the priest.

7 So the priest will make atonement on his behalf before the LORD and he will be
forgiven for whatever he has done to become guilty.”

Sacrificial Instructions for the Priests: The Burnt Offering
8Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
9 “Command Aaron and his sons, ‘This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt

offering is to remain on the hearth on the altar all night until morning, and the fire of
the altar must be kept burning on it.

10Then the priestmust put onhis linen robe andmust put linen leggings over his bare
flesh, and he must take up the fatty ashes of the burnt offering that the fire consumed
on the altar, and hemust place them beside the altar.
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11 Then he must take off his clothes and put on other clothes, and he must bring the
fatty ashes outside the camp to a ceremonially clean place,

12 but the fire which is on the altar must be kept burning on it. It must not be
extinguished. So the priest must kindle wood on it morning by morning, and he must
arrange the burnt offering on it and offer the fat of the peace offering up in smoke on it.

13A continual firemust be kept burning on the altar. It must not be extinguished.
The Grain Offering of the Common Person

14 “‘This is the law of the grain offering. The sons of Aaron are to present it before the
LORD in front of the altar,

15 and the priest must take up with his hand some of the choice wheat flour of the
grain offering and some of its olive oil, and all of the frankincense that is on the grain
offering, and hemust offer its memorial portion up in smoke on the altar as a soothing
aroma to the LORD.

16Aaron and his sons are to eat what is left over from it. It must be eaten unleavened
in a holy place; they are to eat it in the courtyard of the Meeting Tent.

17 It must not be baked with yeast. I have given it as their portion frommy gifts. It is
most holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering.

18 Every male among the sons of Aaron may eat it. It is a perpetual allotted portion
throughout your generations from the gifts of the LORD. Anyonewho touches these gifts
must be holy.’ ”

The Grain Offering of the Priests
19Then the LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Moses:
20 “This is the offering of Aaron and his sons which they must present to the LORD on

the day when he is anointed: a tenth of an ephah of choice wheat flour as a continual
grain offering, half of it in themorning and half of it in the evening.

21 Itmust bemadewith olive oil on a griddle and youmust bring itwell soaked, so you
must present a grain offering of broken pieces as a soothing aroma to the LORD.

22The high priest who succeeds him from among his sonsmust do it. It is a perpetual
statute; it must be offered up in smoke as a whole offering to the LORD.

23Every grain offering of a priest must be a whole offering; it must not be eaten.”
The Sin Offering

24Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
25 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is the law of the sin offering. In the place where the

burnt offering is slaughtered the sin offeringmust be slaughtered before the LORD. It is
most holy.

26 The priest who offers it for sin is to eat it. It must be eaten in a holy place, in the
court of the Meeting Tent.

27Anyonewho touches its meatmust be holy, andwhoever spatters some of its blood
on a garment, youmust wash whatever he spatters it on in a holy place.

28Any clay vessel it is boiled inmust be broken, and if it was boiled in a bronze vessel,
then that vessel must be rubbed out and rinsed in water.

29Anymale among the priests may eat it. It is most holy.
30But any sin offering fromwhich some of its blood is brought into the Meeting Tent

tomake atonement in the sanctuarymust not be eaten. Itmust be burned up in the fire.

7
1 “‘This is the law of the guilt offering. It is most holy.
2 In the place where they slaughter the burnt offering they must slaughter the guilt

offering, and the officiating priest must splash the blood against the altar’s sides.
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3 Then the one making the offering must present all its fat: the fatty tail, the fat
covering the entrails,

4 the two kidneys and the fat on their sinews, and the protruding lobe on the liver
(which hemust remove along with the kidneys).

5Then the priest must offer them up in smoke on the altar as a gift to the LORD. It is a
guilt offering.

6Any male among the priests may eat it. It must be eaten in a holy place. It is most
holy.

7The law is the same for the sin offering and the guilt offering; it belongs to the priest
whomakes atonement with it.

Priestly Portions of Burnt and Grain Offerings
8 “‘As for the priest who presents someone’s burnt offering, the hide of that burnt

offering which he presented belongs to him.
9Every grain offeringwhich is baked in the oven ormade in the pan or on the griddle

belongs to the priest who presented it.
10Every grain offering, whether mixed with olive oil or dry, belongs to all the sons of

Aaron, each one alike.

The Peace Offering
11 “‘This is the law of the peace offering sacrifice which he is to present to the LORD.
12 If he presents it on account of thanksgiving, along with the thank offering sacrifice

he must present unleavened loaves mixed with olive oil, unleavened wafers smeared
with olive oil, and well soaked ring-shaped loaves made of choice wheat flour mixed
with olive oil.

13He must present this grain offering in addition to ring-shaped loaves of leavened
bread which regularly accompany the sacrifice of his thanksgiving peace offering.

14Hemust present one of each kind of grain offering as a contribution offering to the
LORD; it belongs to the priest who splashes the blood of the peace offering.

15Themeat ofhis thanksgivingpeaceofferingmustbeeatenon thedayofhis offering;
hemust not set any of it aside until morning.

16“‘If his offering is avotiveor freewill sacrifice, itmaybeeatenon thedayhepresents
his sacrifice, and also the leftovers from it may be eaten on the next day,

17but the leftovers from themeat of the sacrificemust be burned up in the fire on the
third day.

18 If someof themeat ofhis peaceoffering sacrifice is ever eatenon the thirdday itwill
not be accepted; it will not be accounted to the one who presented it, since it is spoiled,
and the person who eats from it will bear his punishment for iniquity.

19Themeat which touches anything ceremonially uncleanmust not be eaten; it must
be burned up in the fire. As for ceremonially cleanmeat, everyonewho is ceremonially
cleanmay eat themeat.

20 The person who eats meat from the peace offering sacrifice which belongs to the
LORD while his uncleanness persists will be cut off from his people.

21 When a person touches anything unclean (whether human uncleanness, or an
unclean animal, or an unclean detestable creature) and eats some of the meat of the
peace offering sacrifice which belongs to the LORD, that person will be cut off from his
people.’ ”

Sacrificial Instructions for the Common People: Fat and Blood
22Then the LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Moses:
23 “Tell the Israelites, ‘Youmust not eat any fat of an ox, sheep, or goat.
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24 Moreover, the fat of an animal that has died of natural causes and the fat of an
animal torn by beastsmay be used for any other purpose, but youmust certainly never
eat it.

25 If anyone eats fat from the animal from which he presents a gift to the LORD, that
person will be cut off from his people.

26 And you must not eat any blood of the birds or the domesticated land animals in
any of the places where you live.

27Any person who eats any blood – that person will be cut off from his people.’ ”
Priestly Portions of Peace Offerings

28Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
29 “Tell the Israelites, ‘The one who presents his peace offering sacrifice to the LORD

must bring his offering to the LORD from his peace offering sacrifice.
30With his own hands he must bring the LORD’s gifts. He must bring the fat with the

breast to wave the breast as a wave offering before the LORD,
31and the priest must offer the fat up in smoke on the altar, but the breast will belong

to Aaron and his sons.
32 The right thigh you must give as a contribution offering to the priest from your

peace offering sacrifices.
33The one fromAaron’s sonswhopresents the blood of the peace offering and fatwill

have the right thigh as his share,
34 for the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the contribution offering I have

taken from the Israelites out of their peace offering sacrifices and have given them
to Aaron the priest and to his sons from the people of Israel as a perpetual allotted
portion.’ ”

35This is the allotment of Aaron and the allotment of his sons from the LORD’s gifts on
the dayMoses presented them to serve as priests to the LORD.

36 This is what the LORD commanded to give to them from the Israelites on the day
Moses anointed them – a perpetual allotted portion throughout their generations.

Summary of Sacrificial Regulations in Leviticus 6:8-7:36
37 This is the law for the burnt offering, the grain offering, the sin offering, the guilt

offering, the ordination offering, and the peace offering sacrifice,
38which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai on the day he commanded the

Israelites to present their offerings to the LORD in the wilderness of Sinai.

8
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, the anointing oil, the sin

offering bull, the two rams, and the basket of unleavened bread,
3and assemble the whole congregation at the entrance of the Meeting Tent.”
4 So Moses did just as the LORD commanded him, and the congregation assembled at

the entrance of the Meeting Tent.
5Then Moses said to the congregation: “This is what the LORD has commanded to be

done.”
Clothing Aaron

6 SoMoses brought Aaron and his sons forward andwashed themwith water.
7Thenheput the tunic onAaron,wrapped the sash aroundhim, and clothedhimwith

the robe. Next he put the ephod on him and placed on him the decorated band of the
ephod, and fastened the ephod closely to himwith the band.
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8 He then set the breastpiece on him and put the Urim and Thummim into the
breastpiece.

9 Finally, he set the turban on his head and attached the gold plate, the holy diadem,
to the front of the turban just as the LORD had commandedMoses.

Anointing the Tabernacle and Aaron, and Clothing Aaron’s Sons
10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and everything in

it, and so consecrated them.
11Next he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times and so anointed the altar, all

its vessels, and the wash basin and its stand to consecrate them.
12He then poured some of the anointing oil on the head of Aaron and anointed him

to consecrate him.
13 Moses also brought forward Aaron’s sons, clothed them with tunics, wrapped

sashes around them, and wrapped headbands on them just as the LORD had com-
mandedMoses.

Consecration Offerings
14Then he brought near the sin offering bull and Aaron and his sons laid their hands

on the head of the sin offering bull,
15and he slaughtered it. Moses then took the blood and put it all around on the horns

of the altar with his finger and decontaminated the altar, and he poured out the rest of
the blood at the base of the altar and so consecrated it to make atonement on it.

16Then he took all the fat on the entrails, the protruding lobe of the liver, and the two
kidneys and their fat, andMoses offered it all up in smoke on the altar,

17 but the rest of the bull – its hide, its flesh, and its dung – he completely burned up
outside the camp just as the LORD had commandedMoses.

18Then he presented the burnt offering ram and Aaron and his sons laid their hands
on the head of the ram,

19and he slaughtered it. Moses then splashed the blood against the altar’s sides.
20Then he cut the ram into parts, andMoses offered the head, the parts, and the suet

up in smoke,
21 but the entrails and the legs he washed with water, and Moses offered the whole

ram up in smoke on the altar – it was a burnt offering for a soothing aroma, a gift to the
LORD|strong="H3069", just as the LORD|strong="H3069" had commandedMoses.

22Then he presented the second ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sons
laid their hands on the head of the ram

23and he slaughtered it. Moses then took some of its blood and put it on Aaron’s right
earlobe, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

24Next he brought Aaron’s sons forward, and Moses put some of the blood on their
right earlobes, on their right thumbs, and on the big toes of their right feet, and Moses
splashed the rest of the blood against the altar’s sides.

25Then he took the fat (the fatty tail, all the fat on the entrails, the protruding lobe of
the liver, and the two kidneys and their fat ) and the right thigh,

26 and from the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one
unleavened loaf, one loaf of breadmixedwith olive oil, and onewafer, and placed them
on the fat parts and on the right thigh.

27He then put all of them on the palms of Aaron and his sons, who waved them as a
wave offering before the LORD.

28Moses then took them from their palms and offered them up in smoke on the altar
on top of the burnt offering – they were an ordination offering for a soothing aroma; it
was a gift to the LORD.
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29Finally,Moses took the breast andwaved it as awave offering before the LORD from
the ram of ordination. It was Moses’ share just as the LORD had commandedMoses.

Anointing Aaron, his Sons, and their Garments
30ThenMoses took some of the anointing oil and some of the bloodwhichwas on the

altar and sprinkled it onAaronandhis garments, andonhis sonsandhis sons’garments
with him. So he consecrated Aaron, his garments, and his sons and his sons’ garments
with him.

31ThenMoses said toAaronandhis sons, “Boil themeat at the entranceof theMeeting
Tent, and there you are to eat it and the breadwhich is in the ordination offering basket,
just as I have commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons are to eat it,’

32but the remainder of themeat and the bread youmust burn with fire.
33And youmust not go out from the entrance of theMeeting Tent for seven days, until

the day when your days of ordination are completed, because you must be ordained
over a seven-day period.

34 What has been done on this day the LORD has commanded to be done to make
atonement for you.

35 You must reside at the entrance of the Meeting Tent day and night for seven days
and keep the charge of the LORD so that you will not die, for this is what I have been
commanded.”

36 So Aaron and his sons did all the things the LORD had commanded throughMoses.

9
1On the eighth dayMoses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel,
2 and said to Aaron, “Take for yourself a bull calf for a sin offering and a ram for a

burnt offering, both flawless, and present them before the LORD.
3Then tell the Israelites: ‘Take amale goat for a sin offering and a calf and lamb, both

a year old and flawless, for a burnt offering,
4 and an ox and a ram for peace offerings to sacrifice before the LORD, and a grain

offeringmixed with olive oil, for today the LORD is going to appear to you.’ ”
5 So they took what Moses had commanded to the front of the Meeting Tent and the

whole congregation presented them and stood before the LORD.
6ThenMoses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded you to do so that the glory

of the LORDmay appear to you.”
7Moses then said to Aaron, “Approach the altar andmake your sin offering and your

burnt offering, andmake atonement on behalf of yourself and on behalf of the people;
and also make the people’s offering and make atonement on behalf of them just as the
LORD has commanded.”

The Sin Offering for the Priests
8 So Aaron approached the altar and slaughtered the sin offering calf which was for

himself.
9Then Aaron’s sons presented the blood to him and he dipped his finger in the blood

and put it on the horns of the altar, and the rest of the blood he poured out at the base of
the altar.

10The fat and the kidneys and the protruding lobe of the liver from the sin offering he
offered up in smoke on the altar just as the LORD had commandedMoses,

11but the flesh and the hide he completely burned up outside the camp.

The Burnt Offering for the Priests
12He then slaughtered the burnt offering, and his sons handed the blood to him and

he splashed it against the altar’s sides.
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13The burnt offering itself they handed to himby its parts, including the head, and he
offered them up in smoke on the altar,

14and hewashed the entrails and the legs and offered themup in smoke on top of the
burnt offering on the altar.

The Offerings for the People
15 Then he presented the people’s offering. He took the sin offering male goat which

was for thepeople, slaughtered it, andperformedadecontamination ritewith it like the
first one.

16He then presented the burnt offering, and did it according to the standard regula-
tion.

17Next he presented the grain offering, filled his hand with some of it, and offered it
up in smoke on the altar in addition to themorning burnt offering.

18Then he slaughtered the ox and the ram – the peace offering sacrifices which were
for the people – andAaron’s sons handed the blood to himandhe splashed it against the
altar’s sides.

19As for the fat parts from the ox and from the ram (the fatty tail, the fat covering the
entrails, the kidneys, and the protruding lobe of the liver),

20 they set those on the breasts and he offered the fat parts up in smoke on the altar.
21 Finally Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh as a wave offering before the

LORD|strong="H3069" just as Moses had commanded.
22ThenAaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed themanddescended

frommaking the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the peace offering.
23Moses and Aaron then entered into the Meeting Tent. When they came out, they

blessed the people, and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people.
24Then firewent out from the presence of the LORD and consumed the burnt offering

and the fat parts on the altar, and all the people saw it, so they shouted loudly and fell
downwith their faces to the ground.

10
1 Then Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, each took his fire pan and put fire in it, set

incense on it, andpresented strangefirebefore theLORD,whichhehadnot commanded
them to do.

2So firewent out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them so that they died
before the LORD.

3Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke: ‘Among the ones close to
me I will showmyself holy, and in the presence of all the people I will be honored.’ ” So
Aaron kept silent.

4Moses then called to Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel, Aaron’s uncle, and
said to them, “Come near, carry your brothers away from the front of the sanctuary to
a place outside the camp.”

5So they camenear and carried themaway in their tunics to a place outside the camp
just as Moses had spoken.

6 Then Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his other two sons, “Do not
dishevel thehair of yourheadsanddonot tear yourgarments, so that youdonotdie and
so that wrath does not come on the whole congregation. Your brothers, all the house of
Israel, are to mourn the burning which the LORD has caused,

7 but you must not go out from the entrance of the Meeting Tent lest you die, for the
Lord’s anointing oil is on you.” So they acted according to the word of Moses.

Perpetual Statutes the Lord Spoke to Aaron
8Then the LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Aaron,
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9“Donot drinkwine or strongdrink, you andyour sonswith you,whenyou enter into
the Meeting Tent, so that you do not die, which is a perpetual statute throughout your
generations,

10 as well as to distinguish between the holy and the common, and between the
unclean and the clean,

11and to teach the Israelites all the statutes that the LORD has spoken to them through
Moses.”

Perpetual StatutesMoses spoke to Aaron
12ThenMoses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his remaining sons, “Take

the grain offeringwhich remains from the gifts of theLORDandeat it unleavenedbeside
the altar, for it is most holy.

13 You must eat it in a holy place because it is your allotted portion and the allotted
portion of your sons from the gifts of the LORD, for this iswhat I have been commanded.

14Also, the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the contribution offering you
must eat in a ceremonially clean place, you and your sons and daughters with you, for
they have been given as your allotted portion and the allotted portion of your sons from
the peace offering sacrifices of the Israelites.

15The thigh of the contribution offering and the breast of thewave offering theymust
bring in addition to the gifts of the fat parts to wave them as a wave offering before the
LORD, and it will belong to you and your sonswith you for a perpetual statute just as the
LORD has commanded.”

The Problemwith the Inaugural Sin Offering
16LaterMoses sought diligently for the sin offeringmale goat, but it had actually been

burnt. So he became angry at Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s remaining sons, saying,
17 “Why did you not eat the sin offering in the sanctuary? For it is most holy and he

gave it toyou tobear the iniquityof thecongregation, tomakeatonementon theirbehalf
before the LORD.

18See here! Its bloodwasnot brought into the holy placewithin! You should certainly
have eaten it in the sanctuary just as I commanded!”

19 But Aaron spoke to Moses, “See here! Just today they presented their sin offering
and their burnt offering before the LORD and such things as these havehappened tome!
If I had eaten a sin offering today would the LORD have been pleased?”

20WhenMoses heard this explanation, he was satisfied.

11
1The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them,
2 “Tell the Israelites: ‘This is the kind of creature you may eat from among all the

animals that are on the land.
3 You may eat any among the animals that has a divided hoof (the hooves are

completely split in two ) and that also chews the cud.
4 However, you must not eat these from among those that chew the cud and have

divided hooves: The camel is unclean to you because it chews the cud even though its
hoof is not divided.

5 The rock badger is unclean to you because it chews the cud even though its hoof is
not divided.

6 The hare is unclean to you because it chews the cud even though its hoof is not
divided.

7 The pig is unclean to you because its hoof is divided (the hoof is completely split in
two ), even though it does not chew the cud.

8 You must not eat from their meat and you must not touch their carcasses; they are
unclean to you.
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Clean and UncleanWater Creatures
9 “‘These you can eat from all creatures that are in the water: Any creatures in the

water that have both fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the streams, youmay eat.
10 But any creatures that do not have both fins and scales, whether in the seas or in

the streams, from all the swarming things of thewater and from all the living creatures
that are in the water, are detestable to you.

11 Since they are detestable to you, youmust not eat their meat and their carcass you
must detest.

12 Any creature in the water that does not have both fins and scales is detestable to
you.

Clean and Unclean Birds
13 “‘These you are to detest from among the birds – they must not be eaten, because

they are detestable: the griffon vulture, the bearded vulture, the black vulture,
14 the kite, the buzzard of any kind,
15 every kind of crow,
16 the eagle owl, the short-eared owl, the long-eared owl, the hawk of any kind,
17 the little owl, the cormorant, the screech owl,
18 the white owl, the scops owl, the osprey,
19 the stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.
Clean and Unclean Insects

20 “‘Every winged swarming thing that walks on all fours is detestable to you.
21However, this you may eat from all the winged swarming things that walk on all

fours, which have jointed legs to hop with on the land.
22 These you may eat from them: the locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind,

the cricket of any kind, the grasshopper of any kind.
23But any other winged swarming thing that has four legs is detestable to you.
Carcass Uncleanness

24 “‘By these you defile yourselves; anyone who touches their carcass will be unclean
until the evening,

25 and anyone who carries their carcass must wash his clothes and will be unclean
until the evening.

Inedible Land Quadrupeds
26 “‘All animals that divide the hoof but it is not completely split in two and do not

chew the cud are unclean to you; anyone who touches them becomes unclean.
27 All that walk on their paws among all the creatures that walk on all fours are

unclean to you. Anyone who touches their carcass will be unclean until the evening,
28 and the one who carries their carcass must wash his clothes and be unclean until

the evening; they are unclean to you.
Creatures that Swarm on the Land

29 “‘Now this is what is unclean to you among the swarming things that swarm on the
land: the rat, the mouse, the large lizard of any kind,

30 the Mediterranean gecko, the spotted lizard, the wall gecko, the skink, and the
chameleon.

31These are the ones that are unclean to you among all the swarming things. Anyone
who touches themwhen they die will be unclean until evening.

32Also, anything they fall on when they die will become unclean – any wood vessel
or garment or article of leather or sackcloth. Any such vessel with which work is done
must be immersed in water and will be unclean until the evening. Then it will become
clean.
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33As for any clay vessel they fall into, everything in it will become unclean and you
must break it.

34Any food thatmaybeeatenwhichbecomes soakedwithwaterwill becomeunclean.
Anything drinkable in any such vessel will become unclean.

35 Anything their carcass may fall on will become unclean. An oven or small stove
must be smashed to pieces; they are unclean, and they will stay unclean to you.

36 However, a spring or a cistern which collects water will be clean, but one who
touches their carcass will be unclean.

37Now, if such a carcass falls on any sowing seed which is to be sown, it is clean,
38but if water is put on the seed and such a carcass falls on it, it is unclean to you.

Edible Land Quadrupeds
39 “‘Now if an animal that you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass will be

unclean until the evening.
40 One who eats from its carcass must wash his clothes and be unclean until the

evening, and whoever carries its carcass must wash his clothes and be unclean until
the evening.

41Every swarming thing that swarms on the land is detestable; it must not be eaten.
42Youmust not eat anything that crawls on its belly or anything thatwalks onall fours

or on any number of legs of all the swarming things that swarm on the land, because
they are detestable.

43 Do not make yourselves detestable by any of the swarming things. You must not
defile yourselves by them and become unclean by them,

44 for I am the LORD your God and you are to sanctify yourselves and be holy because
I am holy. You must not defile yourselves by any of the swarming things that creep on
the ground,

45 for I am the LORD who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God, and
you are to be holy because I am holy.

46 This is the law of the land animals, the birds, all the living creatures that move in
the water, and all the creatures that swarm on the land,

47 to distinguish between the unclean and the clean, between the living creatures that
may be eaten and the living creatures that must not be eaten.’ ”

12
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Tell the Israelites, ‘When a woman produces offspring and bears a male child, she

will be unclean seven days, as she is unclean during the days of her menstruation.
3On the eighth day the flesh of his foreskinmust be circumcised.
4Then shewill remain thirty-three days in blood purity. Shemust not touch anything

holy and shemust not enter the sanctuaryuntil the days of her purification are fulfilled.
5 If shebears a female child, shewill be impure fourteendays as duringhermenstrual

flow, and she will remain sixty-six days in blood purity.
6 “‘When the days of her purification are completed for a son or for a daughter, she

must bring a one year old lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or turtledove
for a sin offering to the entrance of the Meeting Tent, to the priest.

7The priest is to present it before the LORD|strong="H3069" andmake atonement on
her behalf, and she will be clean from her flow of blood. This is the law of the one who
bears a child, for themale or the female child.

8 If she cannot afford a sheep, then she must take two turtledoves or two young
pigeons, one for a burnt offering and one for a sin offering, and the priest is to make
atonement on her behalf, and she will be clean.’ ”



Leviticus 13:1 133 Leviticus 13:22

13
1The LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Moses and Aaron:
2 “When someone has a swelling or a scab or a bright spot on the skin of his body that

may become a diseased infection, he must be brought to Aaron the priest or one of his
sons, the priests.

3 The priest must then examine the infection on the skin of the body, and if the hair
in the infection has turned white and the infection appears to be deeper than the skin
of the body, then it is a diseased infection, so when the priest examines it he must
pronounce the person unclean.

ABright Spot on the Skin
4 “If it is awhite bright spot on the skin of his body, but it does not appear to be deeper

than the skin, and the hair has not turned white, then the priest is to quarantine the
person with the infection for seven days.

5 The priest must then examine it on the seventh day, and if, as far as he can see,
the infection has stayed the same and has not spread on the skin, then the priest is to
quarantine the person for another seven days.

6 The priest must then examine it again on the seventh day, and if the infection has
faded and has not spread on the skin, then the priest is to pronounce the person clean.
It is a scab, so hemust wash his clothes and be clean.

7 If, however, the scab is spreading further on the skin after he has shown himself to
the priest for his purification, then hemust show himself to the priest a second time.

8 The priest must then examine it, and if the scab has spread on the skin, then the
priest is to pronounce the person unclean. It is a disease.

A Swelling on the Skin
9 “When someone has a diseased infection, hemust be brought to the priest.
10The priest will then examine it, and if a white swelling is on the skin, it has turned

the hair white, and there is raw flesh in the swelling,
11 it is a chronic disease on the skin of his body, so the priest is to pronounce him

unclean. The priest must not merely quarantine him, for he is unclean.
12 If, however, the disease breaks out on the skin so that the disease covers all the skin

of the person with the infection from his head to his feet, as far as the priest can see,
13 the priest must then examine it, and if the disease covers his whole body, he is to

pronounce the person with the infection clean. He has turned all white, so he is clean.
14But whenever raw flesh appears in it he will be unclean,
15 so the priest is to examine the rawflesh andpronounce himunclean – it is diseased.
16 If, however, the raw flesh once again turns white, then hemust come to the priest.
17 The priest will then examine it, and if the infection has turned white, the priest is

to pronounce the person with the infection clean – he is clean.
ABoil on the Skin

18 “When someone’s body has a boil on its skin and it heals,
19 and in the place of the boil there is a white swelling or a reddish white bright spot,

he must show himself to the priest.
20 The priest will then examine it, and if it appears to be deeper than the skin and

its hair has turned white, then the priest is to pronounce the person unclean. It is a
diseased infection that has broken out in the boil.

21 If, however, the priest examines it, and there is no white hair in it, it is not deeper
than the skin, and it has faded, then the priest is to quarantine him for seven days.

22 If it is spreading further on the skin, then the priest is to pronounce himunclean. It
is an infection.
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23But if the bright spot stays in its place and has not spread, it is the scar of the boil,
so the priest is to pronounce him clean.

ABurn on the Skin
24“Whenabodyhas aburnon its skin and the rawareaof theburnbecomes a reddish

white or white bright spot,
25 the priestmust examine it, and if the hair has turnedwhite in the bright spot and it

appears to be deeper than the skin, it is a disease that has broken out in the burn. The
priest is to pronounce the person unclean. It is a diseased infection.

26 If, however, the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the bright spot, it is
not deeper than the skin, and it has faded, then the priest is to quarantine him for seven
days.

27The priestmust then examine it on the seventh day, and if it is spreading further on
the skin, then the priest is to pronounce him unclean. It is a diseased infection.

28But if the bright spot stays in its place, has not spread on the skin, and it has faded,
then it is the swelling of the burn, so the priest is to pronounce him clean, because it is
the scar of the burn.

Scall on the Head or in the Beard
29 “When aman or a woman has an infection on the head or in the beard,
30 the priest is to examine the infection, and if it appears to be deeper than the skin

and the hair in it is reddish yellow and thin, then the priest is to pronounce the person
unclean. It is scall, a disease of the head or the beard.

31 But if the priest examines the scall infection and it does not appear to be deeper
than the skin, and there is no black hair in it, then the priest is to quarantine the person
with the scall infection for seven days.

32The priest must then examine the infection on the seventh day, and if the scall has
not spread, there is no reddish yellow hair in it, and the scall does not appear to be
deeper than the skin,

33 then the individual is to shave himself, but he must not shave the area affected by
the scall, and thepriest is to quarantine thepersonwith the scall for another sevendays.

34 The priest must then examine the scall on the seventh day, and if the scall has not
spread on the skin and it does not appear to be deeper than the skin, then the priest is
to pronounce him clean. So he is to wash his clothes and be clean.

35 If, however, the scall spreads further on the skin after his purification,
36 then the priest is to examine it, and if the scall has spread on the skin the priest is

not to search further for reddish yellow hair. The person is unclean.
37 If, as far as the priest can see, the scall has stayed the same and black hair has

sprouted in it, the scall hasbeenhealed; theperson is clean. So thepriest is topronounce
him clean.

BrightWhite Spots on the Skin
38 “When aman or awomanhas bright spots –white bright spots – on the skin of their

body,
39 the priest is to examine them, and if the bright spots on the skin of their body are

faded white, it is a harmless rash that has broken out on the skin. The person is clean.

Baldness on the Head
40 “When aman’s head is bare so that he is balding in back, he is clean.
41 If his head is bare on the forehead so that he is balding in front, he is clean.
42But if there is a reddishwhite infection in the back or front bald area, it is a disease

breaking out in his back or front bald area.



Leviticus 13:43 135 Leviticus 14:4

43The priest is to examine it, and if the swelling of the infection is reddishwhite in the
back or front bald area like the appearance of a disease on the skin of the body,

44he is a diseasedman. He is unclean. The priestmust surely pronounce himunclean
because of his infection on his head.

The Life of the Personwith Skin Disease
45 “As for the diseased person who has the infection, his clothes must be torn, the

hair of his head must be unbound, he must cover his mustache, and he must call out
‘Unclean! Unclean!’

46Thewhole time he has the infection hewill be continually unclean. Hemust live in
isolation, and his place of residencemust be outside the camp.

Infections in Garments, Cloth, or Leather
47 “When a garment has a diseased infection in it, whether a wool or linen garment,
48 or in the warp or woof of the linen or the wool, or in leather or anything made of

leather,
49 if the infection in the garment or leather orwarp orwoof or any article of leather is

yellowish green or reddish, it is a diseased infection and it must be shown to the priest.
50Thepriest is to examineand thenquarantine the articlewith the infection for seven

days.
51Hemust then examine the infection on the seventh day. If the infection has spread

in the garment, or in the warp, or in the woof, or in the leather – whatever the article
into which the leather wasmade – the infection is a malignant disease. It is unclean.

52Hemust burn the garment or the warp or the woof, whether wool or linen, or any
article of leather which has the infection in it. Because it is a malignant disease it must
be burned up in the fire.

53But if the priest examines it and the infection has not spread in the garment or in
the warp or in the woof or in any article of leather,

54 the priest is to command that theywashwhatever has the infection andquarantine
it for another seven days.

55The priest must then examine it after the infection has beenwashed out, and if the
infection has not changed its appearance even though the infection has not spread, it is
unclean. Youmust burn it up in the fire. It is a fungus, whether on the back side or front
side of the article.

56 But if the priest has examined it and the infection has faded after it has been
washed, he is to tear it out of the garment or the leather or the warp or the woof.

57Then if it still appears again in the garment or thewarpor thewoof, or in anyarticle
of leather, it is anoutbreak. Whateverhas the infection in it youmustburnup in thefire.

58But the garment or the warp or the woof or any article of leather which you wash
and infection disappears from it is to be washed a second time and it will be clean.”

Summary of Infection Regulations
59This is the lawof the diseased infection in the garment ofwool or linen, or thewarp

or woof, or any article of leather, for pronouncing it clean or unclean.

14
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “This is the law of the diseased person on the day of his purification, when he is

brought to the priest.
3The priest is to go outside the camp and examine the infection. If the infection of the

diseased person has been healed,
4 then thepriestwill command that two live cleanbirds, a piece of cedarwood, a scrap

of crimson fabric, and some twigs of hyssop be taken up for the one being cleansed.
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5 The priest will then command that one bird be slaughtered into a clay vessel over
fresh water.

6 Then he is to take the live bird along with the piece of cedar wood, the scrap of
crimson fabric, and the twigs of hyssop, and he is to dip them and the live bird in the
blood of the bird slaughtered over the fresh water,

7 and sprinkle it seven times on the one being cleansed from the disease, pronounce
him clean, and send the live bird away over the open countryside.

The Seven Days of Purification
8 “The one being cleansedmust thenwash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and bathe

in water, and so be clean. Then afterward he may enter the camp, but he must live
outside his tent seven days.

9When the seventh day comes he must shave all his hair – his head, his beard, his
eyebrows, all his hair – and hemustwash his clothes, bathe his body inwater, and so be
clean.

The Eighth Day Atonement Rituals
10 “On the eighth day he must take two flawless male lambs, one flawless yearling

female lamb, three-tenths of an ephah of choice wheat flour as a grain offering mixed
with olive oil, and one log of olive oil,

11and the priest who pronounces him cleanwill have themanwho is being cleansed
stand alongwith these offerings before the LORD|strong="H3069" at the entrance of the
Meeting Tent.

12 “The priest is to take onemale lambandpresent it for a guilt offering alongwith the
log of olive oil and present them as a wave offering before the LORD.

13He must then slaughter the male lamb in the place where the sin offering and the
burnt offering are slaughtered, in the sanctuary, because, like the sin offering, the guilt
offering belongs to the priest; it is most holy.

14 Then the priest is to take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the
right earlobe of the one being cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big
toe of his right foot.

15 The priest will then take some of the log of olive oil and pour it into his own left
hand.

16Then the priest is to dip his right forefinger into the olive oil that is in his left hand,
and sprinkle some of the olive oil with his finger seven times before the LORD.

17 The priest will then put some of the rest of the olive oil that is in his hand on the
right earlobe of the one being cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big
toe of his right foot, on the blood of the guilt offering,

18and the remainder of the olive oil that is in his hand the priest is to put on the head
of the one being cleansed. So the priest is to make atonement for him before the LORD.

19 “The priest must then perform the sin offering and make atonement for the one
being cleansed from his impurity. After that he is to slaughter the burnt offering,

20 and the priest is to offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. So
the priest is to make atonement for him and he will be clean.

The Eighth Day Atonement Rituals for the Poor Person
21 “If the person is poor and does not have sufficient means, he must take one male

lamb as a guilt offering for a wave offering to make atonement for himself, one-tenth
of an ephah of choice wheat flourmixedwith olive oil for a grain offering, a log of olive
oil,

22 and two turtledoves or two young pigeons, which are within his means. One will
be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering.
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23 “On the eighth day he must bring them for his purification to the priest at the
entrance of the Meeting Tent before the LORD,

24 and the priest is to take the male lamb of the guilt offering and the log of olive oil
and wave them as a wave offering before the LORD.

25Then he is to slaughter the male lamb of the guilt offering, and the priest is to take
some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the right earlobe of the one being
cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot.

26The priest will then pour some of the olive oil into his own left hand,
27 and sprinkle some of the olive oil that is in his left hand with his right forefinger

seven times before the LORD.
28Then the priest is to put some of the olive oil that is in his hand on the right earlobe

of the one being cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right
foot, on the place of the blood of the guilt offering,

29and the remainder of the olive oil that is in the hand of the priest he is to put on the
head of the one being cleansed to make atonement for him before the LORD.

30 “He will then make one of the turtledoves or young pigeons, which are within his
means,

31 a sin offering and the other a burnt offering along with the grain offering. So the
priest is to make atonement for the one being cleansed before the LORD.

32This is the law of the one in whom there is a diseased infection, who does not have
sufficient means for his purification.”

Purification of Disease-Infected Houses
33The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron:
34 “When you enter the land of Canaan which I am about to give to you for a

possession, and I put a diseased infection in a house in the land you are to possess,
35 thenwhoever owns the housemust come and declare to the priest, ‘Something like

an infection is visible to me in the house.’
36Then the priest will command that the house be cleared before the priest enters to

examine the infection so that everything in the house does not become unclean, and
afterward the priest will enter to examine the house.

37He is to examine the infection, and if the infection in thewalls of the house consists
of yellowish green or reddish eruptions, and it appears to be deeper than the surface of
the wall,

38 then the priest is to go out of the house to the doorway of the house and quarantine
the house for seven days.

39The priest must return on the seventh day and examine it, and if the infection has
spread in the walls of the house,

40 then the priest is to command that the stones that had the infection in them be
pulled and thrown outside the city into an unclean place.

41Thenhe is to have the house scraped all aroundon the inside, and the plasterwhich
is scraped offmust be dumped outside the city into an unclean place.

42They are then to take other stones and replace those stones, and he is to take other
plaster and replaster the house.

43 “If the infection returns and breaks out in the house after he has pulled out the
stones, scraped the house, and it is replastered,

44 the priest is to come and examine it, and if the infection has spread in the house, it
is a malignant disease in the house. It is unclean.

45He must tear down the house, its stones, its wood, and all the plaster of the house,
and bring all of it outside the city to an unclean place.



Leviticus 14:46 138 Leviticus 15:12

46 Anyone who enters the house all the days the priest has quarantined it will be
unclean until evening.

47Anyonewho lies down in the housemust wash his clothes. Anyonewho eats in the
housemust wash his clothes.

48 “If, however, the priest enters and examines it, and the infection has not spread
in the house after the house has been replastered, then the priest is to pronounce the
house clean because the infection has been healed.

49 Then he is to take two birds, a piece of cedar wood, a scrap of crimson fabric, and
some twigs of hyssop to decontaminate the house,

50and he is to slaughter one bird into a clay vessel over fresh water.
51Hemust then take the piece of cedarwood, the twigs of hyssop, the scrap of crimson

fabric, and the live bird, and dip them in the blood of the slaughtered bird and in the
fresh water, and sprinkle the house seven times.

52 So he is to decontaminate the house with the blood of the bird, the fresh water, the
live bird, the piece of cedar wood, the twigs of hyssop, and the scrap of crimson fabric,

53 and he is to send the live bird away outside the city into the open countryside. So
he is to make atonement for the house and it will be clean.

Summary of Purification Regulations for Infections
54 “This is the law for all diseased infections, for scall,
55 for the diseased garment, for the house,
56 for the swelling, for the scab, and for the bright spot,
57 to teachwhen something is unclean andwhen it is clean. This is the law for dealing

with infectious disease.”
15

1The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When anymanhas a discharge fromhis body,

his discharge is unclean.
3Now this is his uncleanness in regard to his discharge – whether his body secretes

his discharge or blocks his discharge, he is unclean. All the days that his body has a
discharge or his body blocks his discharge, this is his uncleanness.

4 “‘Any bed themanwith a discharge lies onwill be unclean, and any furniture he sits
on will be unclean.

5Anyone who touches his bed must wash his clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean
until evening.

6 The one who sits on the furniture the man with a discharge sits on must wash his
clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

7 The one who touches the body of the man with a discharge must wash his clothes,
bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

8 If themanwith a discharge spits on a personwho is ceremonially clean, that person
must wash his clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

9Anymeans of riding themanwith a discharge rides on will be unclean.
10Anyone who touches anything that was under him will be unclean until evening,

and the one who carries those items must wash his clothes, bathe in water, and be
unclean until evening.

11Anyonewhomthemanwith thedischarge toucheswithouthaving rinsedhis hands
in water must wash his clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean until evening.

12A clay vessel which the man with the discharge touches must be broken, and any
wooden utensil must be rinsed in water.

Purity Regulations forMale Bodily Discharges
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13 “‘When themanwith the discharge becomes clean fromhis discharge he is to count
off for himself seven days for his purification, and he must wash his clothes, bathe in
fresh water, and be clean.

14 Then on the eighth day he is to take for himself two turtledoves or two young
pigeons, and he is to present himself before the LORD at the entrance of the Meeting
Tent and give them to the priest,

15 and the priest is to make one of them a sin offering and the other a burnt offering.
So the priest is to make atonement for him before the LORD for his discharge.

16 “‘When aman has a seminal emission, he must bathe his whole body in water and
be unclean until evening,

17 and hemust wash in water any clothing or leather that has semen on it, and it will
be unclean until evening.

18When amanhas sexual intercoursewith awoman and there is a seminal emission,
theymust bathe in water and be unclean until evening.

Female Bodily Discharges
19“‘Whenawomanhas adischarge andher discharge is blood fromherbody, she is to

be in her menstruation seven days, and anyone who touches her will be unclean until
evening.

20Anything she lies onduringhermenstruationwill beunclean, andanything she sits
on will be unclean.

21Anyonewho touches her bedmustwash his clothes, bathe inwater, and be unclean
until evening.

22Anyonewho touchesany furniture she sits onmustwashhis clothes, bathe inwater,
and be unclean until evening.

23 If there is something on the bed or on the furniture she sits on, when he touches it
he will be unclean until evening,

24 and if a man actually has sexual intercourse with her so that her menstrual
impurity touches him, then he will be unclean seven days and any bed he lies on will
be unclean.

25 “‘When a woman’s discharge of blood flows many days not at the time of her
menstruation, or if it flows beyond the time of her menstruation, all the days of her
discharge of impurity will be like the days of her menstruation – she is unclean.

26 Any bed she lies on all the days of her discharge will be to her like the bed of
her menstruation, any furniture she sits on will be unclean like the impurity of her
menstruation,

27and anyonewho touches themwill be unclean, andhemustwashhis clothes, bathe
in water, and be unclean until evening.

Purity Regulations from Female Bodily Discharges
28 “‘If she becomes clean from her discharge, then she is to count off for herself seven

days, and afterward she will be clean.
29 Then on the eighth day she must take for herself two turtledoves or two young

pigeons and shemust bring them to the priest at the entrance of the Meeting Tent,
30 and the priest is to make one a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. So

the priest is to make atonement for her before the LORD|strong="H3069" from her
discharge of impurity.

Summary of Purification Regulations for Bodily Discharges
31 “‘Thus you are to set the Israelites apart from their impurity so that they do not die

in their impurity by defilingmy tabernacle which is in their midst.
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32This is the law of the onewith a discharge: the onewho has a seminal emission and
becomes unclean by it,

33 the onewho is sick in hermenstruation, the onewith a discharge, whethermale or
female, and amanwho has sexual intercourse with an unclean woman.’ ”

16
1The LORD spoke toMoses after the death of Aaron’s two sonswhen they approached

the presence of the LORD and died,
2 and the LORD said to Moses: “Tell Aaron your brother that he must not enter at any

time into the holy place inside the veil-canopy in front of the atonement plate that is on
the ark so that hemay not die, for I will appear in the cloud over the atonement plate.

Day of Atonement Offerings
3 “In thiswayAaron is to enter into the sanctuary –with a young bull for a sin offering

and a ram for a burnt offering.
4He must put on a holy linen tunic, linen leggings are to cover his body, and he is to

wrap himself with a linen sash and wrap his head with a linen turban. They are holy
garments, so hemust bathe his body in water and put them on.

5He must also take two male goats from the congregation of the Israelites for a sin
offering and one ram for a burnt offering.

6 Then Aaron is to present the sin offering bull which is for himself and is to make
atonement on behalf of himself and his household.

7Hemust then take the two goats and stand them before the LORD at the entrance of
the Meeting Tent,

8andAaron is to cast lots over the twogoats, one lot for theLORDandone lot forAzazel.
9Aaronmust thenpresent the goatwhichhasbeendesignatedby lot for theLORD, and

he is to make it a sin offering,
10but the goat which has been designated by lot for Azazel is to be stood alive before

the LORD tomake atonement on it by sending it away to Azazel into the wilderness.

The Sin Offering Sacrificial Procedures
11 “Aaron is to present the sin offering bull which is for himself, and he is to make

atonement on behalf of himself and his household. He is to slaughter the sin offering
bull which is for himself,

12and take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before theLORDanda full double
handful of finely ground fragrant incense, and bring them inside the veil-canopy.

13Hemust then put the incense on the fire before the LORD, and the cloud of incense
will cover the atonement plate which is above the ark of the testimony, so that he will
not die.

14Then he is to take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the
eastern face of the atonement plate, and in front of the atonement plate he is to sprinkle
some of the blood seven times with his finger.

15 “Hemust then slaughter the sin offering goat which is for the people. He is to bring
its blood inside theveil-canopy, andhe is to dowith its blood just as hedid to thebloodof
the bull: He is to sprinkle it on the atonement plate and in front of the atonement plate.

16 So he is to make atonement for the holy place from the impurities of the Israelites
and from their transgressions with regard to all their sins, and thus he is to do for the
Meeting Tent which resides with them in themidst of their impurities.

17Nobody is to be in the Meeting Tent when he enters to make atonement in the holy
place until he goes out, and he has made atonement on his behalf, on behalf of his
household, and on behalf of the whole assembly of Israel.
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18“Thenhe is to goout to thealtarwhich isbefore theLORD|strong="H3069" andmake
atonement for it. He is to take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the
goat, and put it all around on the horns of the altar.

19Thenhe is to sprinkleon it someof thebloodwithhisfinger seven times, andcleanse
and consecrate it from the impurities of the Israelites.

The Live Goat Ritual Procedures
20 “When he has finished purifying the holy place, the Meeting Tent, and the altar, he

is to present the live goat.
21 Aaron is to lay his two hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all

the iniquities of the Israelites and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins, and
thus he is to put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by
the hand of a man standing ready.

22 The goat is to bear on itself all their iniquities into an inaccessible land, so he is to
send the goat away in the wilderness.

The Concluding Rituals
23 “Aaronmust then enter theMeeting Tent and take off the linen garments which he

had put on when he entered the sanctuary, and leave them there.
24Then hemust bathe his body inwater in a holy place, put on his clothes, and go out

andmakehis burnt offering and thepeople’s burnt offering. Sohe is tomakeatonement
on behalf of himself and the people.

25 “Then he is to offer up the fat of the sin offering in smoke on the altar,
26and the onewho sent the goat away to Azazelmustwash his clothes, bathe his body

in water, and afterward hemay reenter the camp.
27Thebull of the sinofferingand thegoat of the sinoffering,whosebloodwasbrought

tomake atonement in the holy place, must be brought outside the camp and their hide,
their flesh, and their dungmust be burned up,

28 and the one who burns them must wash his clothes and bathe his body in water,
and afterward hemay reenter the camp.

Review of the Day of Atonement
29 “This is to be a perpetual statute for you. In the seventhmonth, on the tenth day of

the month, you must humble yourselves and do no work of any kind, both the native
citizen and the foreigner who resides in yourmidst,

30 for on this day atonement is to be made for you to cleanse you from all your sins;
youmust be clean before the LORD.

31 It is to be a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and youmust humble yourselves. It is
a perpetual statute.

32 “The priest who is anointed and ordained to act as high priest in place of his father
is to make atonement. He is to put on the linen garments, the holy garments,

33andhe is to purify theMostHoly Place, he is to purify theMeeting Tent and the altar,
and he is to make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly.

34This is to be a perpetual statute for you to make atonement for the Israelites for all
their sins once a year.” So he did just as the LORD had commandedMoses.

17
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites, and tell them: ‘This is the word that

the LORD has commanded:
3 “Blood guilt will be accounted to any man from the house of Israel who slaughters

an ox or a lamb or a goat inside the camp or outside the camp,
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4but has not brought it to the entrance of theMeeting Tent to present it as an offering
to the LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD. He has shed blood, so that man will be
cut off from themidst of his people.

5This is so that the Israelites will bring their sacrifices that they are sacrificing in the
openfield to theLORDat the entranceof theMeetingTent to thepriest and sacrifice them
there as peace offering sacrifices to the LORD.

6Thepriest is to splash thebloodon thealtarof theLORDat theentranceof theMeeting
Tent, and offer the fat up in smoke for a soothing aroma to the LORD.

7 So they must no longer offer their sacrifices to the goat demons, acting like
prostitutes by going after them. This is to be a perpetual statute for them throughout
their generations.

8 “You are to say to them: ‘Any man from the house of Israel or from the foreigners
who reside in their midst, who offers a burnt offering or a sacrifice

9but does not bring it to the entrance of the Meeting Tent to offer it to the LORD – that
person will be cut off from his people.

Prohibition against Eating Blood
10 “‘Anyman from the house of Israel or from the foreignerswho reside in theirmidst

who eats any blood, I will set my face against that person who eats the blood, and I will
cut him off from themidst of his people,

11 for the life of every living thing is in the blood. So I myself have assigned it to you
on the altar tomake atonement for your lives, for the bloodmakes atonement bymeans
of the life.

12Therefore, I have said to the Israelites: No person among you is to eat blood, and no
resident foreigner who lives among you is to eat blood.

13 “‘Anyman from the Israelites or from the foreigners who reside in theirmidst who
hunts a wild animal or a bird that may be eaten must pour out its blood and cover it
with soil,

14 for the life of all flesh is its blood. So I have said to the Israelites: You must not eat
the blood of any living thing because the life of every living thing is its blood – all who
eat it will be cut off.

Regulations for Eating Carcasses
15 “‘Any person who eats an animal that has died of natural causes or an animal torn

by beasts, whether a native citizen or a foreigner,mustwash his clothes, bathe inwater,
and be unclean until evening; then he becomes clean.

16 But if he does not wash his clothes and does not bathe his body, he will bear his
punishment for iniquity.’ ”

18
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘I am the LORD your God!
3Youmust not do as they do in the land of Egypt where you have been living, and you

must not do as they do in the land of Canaan into which I am about to bring you; you
must not walk in their statutes.

4Youmust observemy regulations and youmust be sure to walk inmy statutes. I am
the LORD your God.

5 So you must keep my statutes and my regulations; anyone who does so will live by
keeping them. I am the LORD.

Laws of Sexual Relations
6 “‘Noman is to approach any close relative to have sexual intercourse with her. I am

the LORD|strong="H3069".
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7Youmustnot exposeyour father’snakednessbyhaving sexual intercoursewithyour
mother. She is yourmother; youmust not have intercourse with her.

8 You must not have sexual intercourse with your father’s wife; she is your father’s
nakedness.

9You must not have sexual intercourse with your sister, whether she is your father’s
daughter or yourmother’s daughter,whether she is born in the samehouseholdorborn
outside it; youmust not have sexual intercourse with either of them.

10 You must not expose the nakedness of your son’s daughter or your daughter’s
daughter by having sexual intercourse with them, because they are your own naked-
ness.

11Youmust not have sexual intercourse with the daughter of your father’s wife born
of your father; she is your sister. Youmust not have intercourse with her.

12Youmust not have sexual intercourse with your father’s sister; she is your father’s
flesh.

13Youmust not have sexual intercoursewith yourmother’s sister, because she is your
mother’s flesh.

14Youmustnot expose thenakedness of your father’s brother; youmustnot approach
his wife to have sexual intercourse with her. She is your aunt.

15Youmust not have sexual intercourse with your daughter-in-law; she is your son’s
wife. Youmust not have intercourse with her.

16Youmustnothave sexual intercoursewithyourbrother’swife; she is yourbrother’s
nakedness.

17 You must not have sexual intercourse with both a woman and her daughter; you
must not take as wife either her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter to have
intercourse with them. They are closely related to her – it is lewdness.

18 You must not take a woman in marriage and then marry her sister as a rival wife
while she is still alive, to have sexual intercourse with her.

19 “‘You must not approach a woman in her menstrual impurity to have sexual
intercourse with her.

20Youmust not have sexual intercoursewith thewife of your fellowcitizen tobecome
unclean with her.

21Youmust not give any of your children as an offering to Molech, so that you do not
profane the name of your God. I am the LORD!

22 You must not have sexual intercourse with a male as one has sexual intercourse
with a woman; it is a detestable act.

23 You must not have sexual intercourse with any animal to become defiled with it,
and awomanmust not stand before an animal to have sexual intercoursewith it; it is a
perversion.

Warning against the Abominations of the Nations
24 “‘Donot defile yourselveswith any of these things, for the nationswhich I amabout

to drive out before you have been defiled with all these things.
25Therefore the land has become unclean and I have brought the punishment for its

iniquity upon it, so that the land has vomited out its inhabitants.
26 You yourselves must obey my statutes and my regulations and must not do any of

these abominations, both the native citizen and the resident foreigner in yourmidst,
27 for the people who were in the land before you have done all these abominations,

and the land has become unclean.
28 So do not make the land vomit you out because you defile it just as it has vomited

out the nations that were before you.
29For if anyone does any of these abominations, the persons who do themwill be cut

off from themidst of their people.
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30You must obey my charge to not practice any of the abominable statutes that have
been done before you, so that you do not defile yourselves by them. I am the LORD your
God.’ ”

19
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to the whole congregation of the Israelites and tell them, ‘You must be holy

because I, the LORD your God, am holy.
3Each of youmust respect hismother andhis father, and youmust keepmySabbaths.

I am the LORD your God.
4Do not turn to idols, and you must not make for yourselves gods of cast metal. I am

the LORD your God.
Eating the Peace Offering

5 “‘When you sacrifice a peace offering sacrifice to the LORD, you must sacrifice it so
that it is accepted for you.

6 Itmust be eaten on the day of your sacrifice and on the following day, butwhat is left
over until the third daymust be burned up.

7 If, however, it is eaten on the third day, it is spoiled, it will not be accepted,
8 and the one who eats it will bear his punishment for iniquity because he has

profaned what is holy to the LORD. That person will be cut off from his people.
Leaving the Gleanings

9 “‘When you gather in the harvest of your land, youmust not completely harvest the
corner of your field, and youmust not gather up the gleanings of your harvest.

10Youmust not pick your vineyard bare, and youmust not gather up the fallen grapes
of your vineyard. You must leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD|
strong="H3069" your God.

Dealing Honestly
11 “‘Youmust not steal, youmust not tell lies, and youmust not deal falsely with your

fellow citizen.
12Youmust not swear falsely inmyname, so that youdonot profane thenameof your

God. I am the LORD.
13Youmust not oppress your neighbor or commit robbery against him. Youmust not

withhold the wages of the hired laborer overnight until morning.
14Youmust not curse adeaf personorput a stumblingblock in front of a blindperson.

Youmust fear your God; I am the LORD.
Justice, Love, and Propriety

15 “‘You must not deal unjustly in judgment: you must neither show partiality to the
poor nor honor the rich. Youmust judge your fellow citizen fairly.

16You must not go about as a slanderer among your people. You must not stand idly
by when your neighbor’s life is at stake. I am the LORD.

17Youmust not hate your brother in your heart. Youmust surely reprove your fellow
citizen so that you do not incur sin on account of him.

18Youmust not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the children of your people,
but youmust love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

19Youmust keepmy statutes. Youmust not allow two different kinds of your animals
to breed, youmust not sowyourfieldwith twodifferent kinds of seed, and youmust not
wear a garment made of two different kinds of fabric.

Lyingwith a SlaveWoman
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20“‘Whenamanhas sexual intercoursewith awoman, although she is a slavewoman
designated for another man and she has not yet been ransomed, or freedom has not
been granted to her, there will be an obligation to pay compensation. Theymust not be
put to death, because she was not free.

21He must bring his guilt offering to the LORD at the entrance of the Meeting Tent, a
guilt offering ram,

22and thepriest is tomakeatonement forhimwith the ramof the guilt offeringbefore
the LORD for his sin that he has committed, and hewill be forgiven of his sin that he has
committed.

The Produce of Fruit Trees
23 “‘When you enter the land and plant any fruit tree, youmust consider its fruit to be

forbidden. Three years it will be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten.
24 In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, praise offerings to the LORD.
25Then in the fifth year you may eat its fruit to add its produce to your harvest. I am

the LORD your God.

Blood, Hair, and Body
26 “‘You must not eat anything with the blood still in it. You must not practice either

divination or soothsaying.
27You must not round off the corners of the hair on your head or ruin the corners of

your beard.
28Youmust not slash your body for a dead person or incise a tattoo on yourself. I am

the LORD.
29Do not profane your daughter bymaking her a prostitute, so that the land does not

practice prostitution and become full of lewdness.

Purity, Honor, Respect, andHonesty
30 “‘Youmust keepmy Sabbaths and fear my sanctuary. I am the LORD.
31 Do not turn to the spirits of the dead and do not seek familiar spirits to become

unclean by them. I am the LORD your God.
32Youmust stand up in the presence of the aged, honor the presence of an elder, and

fear your God. I am the LORD.
33When a foreigner resides with you in your land, youmust not oppress him.
34The foreignerwho resideswith youmust be to you like a native citizen among you;

so you must love him as yourself, because you were foreigners in the land of Egypt. I
am the LORD your God.

35Youmust not do injustice in the regulation ofmeasures, whether of length, weight,
or volume.

36 You must have honest balances, honest weights, an honest ephah, and an honest
hin. I am the LORD your Godwho brought you out from the land of Egypt.

37Youmust be sure to obey all my statutes and regulations. I am the LORD.’ ”

20
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “You are to say to the Israelites, ‘Anyman from the Israelites or from the foreigners

who reside in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech must be put to death; the
people of the landmust pelt himwith stones.

3 Imyselfwill setmyfaceagainst thatmanandcuthimofffromthemidstofhispeople,
because he has given some of his children to Molech and thereby defiledmy sanctuary
and profanedmy holy name.
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4 If, however, the people of the land shut their eyes to thatmanwhen he gives some of
his children to Molech so that they do not put him to death,

5 Imyselfwill setmy face against thatman andhis clan. Iwill cut off from themidst of
their people both him and all who follow after him in spiritual prostitution, to commit
prostitution by worshipingMolech.

Prohibition against Spiritists andMediums
6 “‘The person who turns to the spirits of the dead and familiar spirits to commit

prostitution by going after them, I will set my face against that person and cut him off
from themidst of his people.

Exhortation to Holiness and Obedience
7 “‘Youmust sanctify yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD|strong="H3069"

your God.
8Youmust be sure to obeymy statutes. I am the LORD who sanctifies you.

Family Life and Sexual Prohibitions
9 “‘If anyone curses his father andmother he must be put to death. He has cursed his

father andmother; his blood guilt is on himself.
10 If a man commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife, both the adulterer and the

adulteress must be put to death.
11 If a man has sexual intercourse with his father’s wife, he has exposed his father’s

nakedness. Both of themmust be put to death; their blood guilt is on themselves.
12 If aman has sexual intercoursewith his daughter-in-law, both of themmust be put

to death. They have committed perversion; their blood guilt is on themselves.
13 If a man has sexual intercourse with a male as one has sexual intercourse with a

woman, the two of them have committed an abomination. They must be put to death;
their blood guilt is on themselves.

14 If a man has sexual intercourse with both a woman and hermother, it is lewdness.
Both he and theymust be burned to death, so there is no lewdness in yourmidst.

15 If a man has sexual intercourse with any animal, he must be put to death, and you
must kill the animal.

16 If awoman approaches any animal to have sexual intercoursewith it, youmust kill
the woman, and the animal must be put to death; their blood guilt is on themselves.

17 “‘If aman has sexual intercourse with his sister, whether the daughter of his father
or hismother, so that he sees her nakedness and she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace.
They must be cut off in the sight of the children of their people. He has exposed his
sister’s nakedness; he will bear his punishment for iniquity.

18 If a man has sexual intercourse with a menstruating woman and uncovers her
nakedness, he has laid bare her fountain of blood and she has exposed the fountain
of her blood, so both of themmust be cut off from themidst of their people.

19Youmust not expose the nakedness of yourmother’s sister and your father’s sister,
for such apersonhas laid bare his own close relative. Theymust bear their punishment
for iniquity.

20 If amanhas sexual intercoursewithhis aunt, hehas exposedhisuncle’snakedness;
theymust bear responsibility for their sin, they will die childless.

21 If a man has sexual intercourse with his brother’s wife, it is indecency. He has
exposed his brother’s nakedness; they will be childless.

Exhortation to Holiness and Obedience
22 “‘Youmust be sure to obey allmy statutes and regulations, so that the land towhich

I am about to bring you to take up residence there does not vomit you out.
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23Youmust notwalk in the statutes of the nationwhich I amabout to drive out before
you, because they have done all these things and I am filled with disgust against them.

24 So I have said to you: You yourselves will possess their land and I myself will give
it to you for a possession, a land flowing with milk and honey. I am the LORD your God
who has set you apart from the other peoples.

25 Therefore you must distinguish between the clean animal and the unclean, and
between the unclean bird and the clean, and youmust not make yourselves detestable
bymeans of an animal or bird or anything that creeps on the ground – creatures I have
distinguished for you as unclean.

26Youmust be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from
the other peoples to bemine.

Prohibition against Spiritists andMediums
27 “‘Aman or womanwho has in them a spirit of the dead or a familiar spirit must be

put to death. Theymust pelt themwith stones; their blood guilt is on themselves.’ ”

21
1 The LORD said to Moses: “Say to the priests, the sons of Aaron – say to them, ‘For a

dead person no priest is to defile himself among his people,
2 except for his close relative who is near to him: his mother, his father, his son, his

daughter, his brother,
3and his virgin sister who is near to him, who has no husband; hemay defile himself

for her.
4Hemust not defile himself as a husband among his people so as to profane himself.
5 Priests must not have a bald spot shaved on their head, they must not shave the

corner of their beard, and theymust not cut slashes in their body.
6 “‘They must be holy to their God, and they must not profane the name of their God,

because they are the oneswho present the LORD’s gifts, the food of their God. Therefore
theymust be holy.

7Theymustnot take awifedefiledbyprostitution, nor are they to takeawifedivorced
from her husband, for the priest is holy to his God.

8Youmust sanctify him because he presents the food of your God. Hemust be holy to
you because I, the LORD who sanctifies you all, am holy.

9 If adaughterof apriest profanesherself byengaging inprostitution, she isprofaning
her father. Shemust be burned to death.

Rules for the High Priest
10 “‘Thehighpriest –who is greater thanhis brothers, onwhose head the anointing oil

is poured,whohas been ordained towear the priestly garments –must neither dishevel
the hair of his head nor tear his garments.

11Hemust not gowhere there is any dead person; hemust not defile himself even for
his father and his mother.

12He must not go out from the sanctuary and must not profane the sanctuary of his
God, because the dedication of the anointing oil of his God is on him. I am the LORD.

13Hemust take a wife who is a virgin.
14He must not marry a widow, a divorced woman, or one profaned by prostitution;

hemay only take a virgin from his people as a wife.
15 He must not profane his children among his people, for I am the LORD|

strong="H3069" who sanctifies him.’ ”
Rules for the Priesthood

16The LORD spoke to Moses:
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17 “Tell Aaron, ‘Noman fromyour descendants throughout their generationswhohas
a physical flaw is to approach to present the food of his God.

18Certainly no man who has a physical flaw is to approach: a blind man, or one who
is lame, or one with a slit nose, or a limb too long,

19or amanwho has had a broken leg or arm,
20or a hunchback, or a dwarf, or onewith a spot in his eye, or a festering eruption, or

a feverish rash, or a crushed testicle.
21Noman from the descendants of Aaron the priest who has a physical flawmay step

forward to present the LORD’s gifts; he has a physical flaw, so he must not step forward
to present the food of his God.

22Hemay eat both themost holy and the holy food of his God,
23but hemust not go into the veil-canopy or step forward to the altar because he has a

physicalflaw. Thushemustnotprofanemyholyplaces, for I amtheLORDwhosanctifies
them.’ ”

24 SoMoses spoke these things to Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites.

22
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Tell Aaron and his sons that they must deal respectfully with the holy offerings of

the Israelites, which they consecrate tome, so that they do not profanemy holy name. I
am the LORD.

3 Say to them, ‘Throughout your generations, if any man from all your descendants
approaches the holy offerings which the Israelites consecrate to the LORD while he is
impure, that personmust be cut off from before me. I am the LORD.

4Noman from the descendants of Aaron who is diseased or has a discharge may eat
the holy offerings until he becomes clean. The onewho touches anythingmadeunclean
by contact with a dead person, or amanwho has a seminal emission,

5 or a man who touches a swarming thing by which he becomes unclean, or touches
a person by which he becomes unclean, whatever that person’s impurity –

6 the personwho touches any of these will be unclean until evening andmust not eat
from the holy offerings unless he has bathed his body in water.

7When the sun goes down he will be clean, and afterward he may eat from the holy
offerings, because they are his food.

8Hemustnot eat ananimal that hasdiedofnatural causes or ananimal tornbybeasts
and thus become unclean by it. I am the LORD.

9Theymust keepmycharge so that theydonot incur sinonaccount of it and therefore
die because they profane it. I am the LORD who sanctifies them.

10 “‘No lay personmay eat anything holy. Neither a priest’s lodger nor a hired laborer
may eat anything holy,

11 but if a priest buys a person with his own money, that person may eat the holy
offerings, and those born in the priest’s own housemay eat his food.

12 If a priest’s daughter marries a lay person, she may not eat the holy contribution
offerings,

13but if a priest’s daughter is awidowor divorced, and she has no children so that she
returns to live in her father’s house as in her youth, shemay eat from her father’s food,
but no lay personmay eat it.

14 “‘If a man eats a holy offering by mistake, he must add one fifth to it and give the
holy offering to the priest.

15 They must not profane the holy offerings which the Israelites contribute to the
LORD,
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16and so cause them to incur a penalty for guiltwhen they eat their holy offerings, for
I am the LORD who sanctifies them.’ ”

Regulations for Offering Votive and Freewill Offerings
17The LORD spoke to Moses:
18 “Speak to Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites and tell them, ‘When anyman from

the house of Israel or from the foreigners in Israel presents his offering for any of the
votive or freewill offerings which they present to the LORD as a burnt offering,

19 if it is to be acceptable for your benefit it must be a flawless male from the cattle,
sheep, or goats.

20Youmust not present anything that has a flaw, because it will not be acceptable for
your benefit.

21 If amanpresentsapeaceoffering sacrifice to theLORD|strong="H3069" fora special
votive offering or for a freewill offering from the herd or the flock, it must be flawless
to be acceptable; it must have no flaw.

22 “‘You must not present to the LORD something blind, or with a broken bone, or
mutilated, or with a running sore, or with a festering eruption, or with a feverish rash.
Youmust not give any of these as a gift on the altar to the LORD.

23 As for an ox or a sheep with a limb too long or stunted, you may present it as a
freewill offering, but it will not be acceptable for a votive offering.

24Youmustnotpresent to theLORD somethingwith testicles that arebruised, crushed,
torn, or cut off; youmust not do this in your land.

25Even froma foreigner youmustnot present the foodof yourGod fromsuchanimals
as these, for they are ruined and flawed; they will not be acceptable for your benefit.’ ”

26The LORD spoke to Moses:
27 “When an ox, lamb, or goat is born, it must be under the care of its mother seven

days, but from the eighthdayonward itwill be acceptable as anoffering gift to theLORD.
28Youmust not slaughter an ox or a sheep and its young on the same day.
29When you sacrifice a thanksgiving offering to the LORD, youmust sacrifice it so that

it is acceptable for your benefit.
30 On that very day it must be eaten; you must not leave any part of it over until

morning. I am the LORD.
31 “Youmust be sure to domy commandments. I am the LORD.
32 You must not profane my holy name, and I will be sanctified in the midst of the

Israelites. I am the LORD who sanctifies you,
33 the onewho brought you out from the land of Egypt to be your God. I am the LORD.”

23
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘These are the LORD’s appointed times which

youmust proclaim as holy assemblies –my appointed times:
TheWeekly Sabbath

3 “‘Six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there must be a Sabbath of
complete rest, a holy assembly. Youmust not do anywork; it is a Sabbath to the LORD in
all the places where you live.

The Festival of Passover and Unleavened Bread
4 “‘These are the LORD’s appointed times, holy assemblies, which you must proclaim

at their appointed time.
5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, is a Passover

offering to the LORD|strong="H3069".
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6Then on thefifteenth day of the samemonthwill be the festival of unleavened bread
to the LORD; seven days youmust eat unleavened bread.

7On the first day there will be a holy assembly for you; you must not do any regular
work.

8 You must present a gift to the LORD for seven days, and the seventh day is a holy
assembly; youmust not do any regular work.’ ”

The Presentation of First Fruits
9The LORD spoke to Moses:
10 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When you enter the land that I am about

to give to you and you gather in its harvest, then you must bring the sheaf of the first
portion of your harvest to the priest,

11andhemustwave the sheaf before the LORD to be accepted for your benefit – on the
day after the Sabbath the priest is to wave it.

12On the day you wave the sheaf you must also offer a flawless yearling lamb for a
burnt offering to the LORD,

13 along with its grain offering, two tenths of an ephah of choice wheat flour mixed
with olive oil, as a gift to the LORD, a soothing aroma, and its drink offering, one fourth
of a hin of wine.

14 You must not eat bread, roasted grain, or fresh grain until this very day, until you
bring the offering of your God. This is a perpetual statute throughout your generations
in all the places where you live.

The Festival ofWeeks
15 “‘Youmust count for yourselves seven weeks from the day after the Sabbath, from

the day you bring the wave offering sheaf; theymust be complete weeks.
16 You must count fifty days – until the day after the seventh Sabbath – and then you

must present a new grain offering to the LORD.
17 From the places where you live you must bring two loaves of bread for a wave

offering; they must be made from two tenths of an ephah of fine wheat flour, baked
with yeast, as first fruits to the LORD.

18 Along with the loaves of bread, you must also present seven flawless yearling
lambs, one young bull, and two rams. They are to be a burnt offering to the LORD along
with their grain offering and drink offerings, a gift of a soothing aroma to the LORD.

19 You must also offer one male goat for a sin offering and two yearling lambs for a
peace offering sacrifice,

20 and the priest is to wave them – the two lambs – along with the bread of the first
fruits, as a wave offering before the LORD; they will be holy to the LORD for the priest.

21“‘Onthisverydayyoumustproclaimanassembly; it is tobeaholyassembly foryou.
Youmust not do any regularwork. This is a perpetual statute in all the placeswhere you
live throughout your generations.

22When you gather in the harvest of your land, youmust not completely harvest the
corner of yourfield, andyoumustnot gatherup the gleanings of yourharvest. Youmust
leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD your God.’ ”

The Festival of Horn Blasts
23The LORD spoke to Moses:
24 “Tell the Israelites, ‘In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you must

have a complete rest, a memorial announced by loud horn blasts, a holy assembly.
25Youmust not do any regular work, but youmust present a gift to the LORD.’ ”
The Day of Atonement
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26The LORD spoke to Moses:
27 “The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It is to be a holy

assembly for you, and youmust humble yourselves and present a gift to the LORD.
28 You must not do any work on this particular day, because it is a day of atonement

to make atonement for yourselves before the LORD your God.
29 Indeed, any person who does not behave with humility on this particular day will

be cut off from his people.
30As for any personwho does anywork on this particular day, I will exterminate that

person from themidst of his people!
31Youmust not do anywork. This is a perpetual statute throughout your generations

in all the places where you live.
32 It is a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and you must humble yourselves on the

ninth day of the month in the evening, from evening until evening you must observe
your Sabbath.”

The Festival of Booths
33The LORD spoke to Moses:
34 “Tell the Israelites, ‘On the fifteenth day of this seventh month is the Festival of

Temporary Shelters for seven days to the LORD.
35On the first day is a holy assembly; youmust do no regular work.
36For seven days youmust present a gift to the LORD. On the eighth day there is to be a

holy assembly for you, and youmust present a gift to the LORD. It is a solemn assembly
day; youmust not do any regular work.

37 “‘These are the appointed times of the LORD that you must proclaim as holy
assemblies to present a gift to the LORD – burnt offering, grain offering, sacrifice, and
drink offerings, each day according to its regulation,

38 besides the Sabbaths of the LORD and all your gifts, votive offerings, and freewill
offerings which youmust give to the LORD.

39 “‘On the fifteenth day of the seventhmonth, when you gather in the produce of the
land, you must celebrate a pilgrim festival of the LORD for seven days. On the first day
is a complete rest and on the eighth day is complete rest.

40On the first day you must take for yourselves branches frommajestic trees – palm
branches, branches of leafy trees, and willows of the brook – and you must rejoice
before the LORD your God for seven days.

41Youmust celebrate it as apilgrim festival to theLORD for sevendays in the year. This
is a perpetual statute throughout your generations; youmust celebrate it in the seventh
month.

42 You must live in temporary shelters for seven days; every native citizen in Israel
must live in temporary shelters,

43 so that your future generations may know that I made the Israelites live in
temporary shelterswhen I brought themout from the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your
God.’ ”

44 SoMoses spoke to the Israelites about the appointed times of the LORD.

24
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Command the Israelites to bring to you pure oil of beaten olives for the light, to

make a lamp burn continually.
3Outside the veil-canopy of the congregation in theMeeting Tent Aaronmust arrange

it from evening until morning before the LORD continually. This is a perpetual statute
throughout your generations.
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4 On the ceremonially pure lampstand he must arrange the lamps before the LORD
continually.

5 “Youmust take choicewheat flour and bake twelve loaves; theremust be two tenths
of an ephah of flour in each loaf,

6 and you must set them in two rows, six in a row, on the ceremonially pure table
before the LORD.

7Youmust put pure frankincense on each row, and itwill become amemorial portion
for the bread, a gift to the LORD.

8Each Sabbath day Aaronmust arrange it before the LORD continually; this portion is
from the Israelites as a perpetual covenant.

9 It will belong to Aaron and his sons, and theymust eat it in a holy place because it is
most holy to him, a perpetual allotted portion from the gifts of the LORD.”

A Case of Blaspheming the Name
10Now an Israelite woman’s son whose father was an Egyptian went out among the

Israelites, and the Israelite woman’s son and an Israelite man had a fight in the camp.
11 The Israelite woman’s son misused the Name and cursed, so they brought him to

Moses. (Now his mother’s namewas Shelomith daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.)
12So they placed him in custody until theywere able tomake a clear legal decision for

themselves based onwords from themouth of the LORD|strong="H3069".
13Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
14 “Bring the onewho cursed outside the camp, and all who heard him are to lay their

hands on his head, and the whole congregation is to stone him to death.
15 Moreover, you are to tell the Israelites, ‘If any man curses his God he will bear

responsibility for his sin,
16and onewhomisuses the name of the LORDmust surely be put to death. Thewhole

congregationmust surely stone him,whether he is a foreigner or a native citizen; when
hemisuses the Name hemust be put to death.

17 “‘If a man beats any person to death, hemust be put to death.
18Onewho beats an animal to deathmust make restitution for it, life for life.
19 If a man inflicts an injury on his fellow citizen, just as he has done it must be done

to him –
20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth – just as he inflicts an injury on

another person that same injurymust be inflicted on him.
21One who beats an animal to death must make restitution for it, but one who beats

a person to deathmust be put to death.
22 There will be one regulation for you, whether a foreigner or a native citizen, for I

am the LORD your God.’ ”
23ThenMoses spoke to the Israelites and they brought the onewho cursed outside the

campand stonedhimwith stones. So the Israelites did just as the LORDhad commanded
Moses.

25
1The LORD spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai:
2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When you enter the land that I am giving you,

the landmust observe a Sabbath to the LORD.
3 Six years you may sow your field, and six years you may prune your vineyard and

gather the produce,
4but in the seventh year the landmust have a Sabbath of complete rest – a Sabbath to

the LORD. Youmust not sow your field or prune your vineyard.
5 You must not gather in the aftergrowth of your harvest and you must not pick the

grapes of your unpruned vines; the landmust have a year of complete rest.
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6Youmay have the Sabbath produce of the land to eat – you, yourmale servant, your
female servant, your hired worker, the resident foreigner who stays with you,

7 your cattle, and the wild animals that are in your land – all its produce will be for
you to eat.

Regulations for the Jubilee Year of Release
8 “‘Youmust count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, and the days of

the seven weeks of years will amount to forty-nine years.
9 You must sound loud horn blasts – in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the

month, on the Day of Atonement – youmust sound the horn in your entire land.
10Soyoumust consecrate thefiftieth year, andyoumust proclaimarelease in the land

for all its inhabitants. That year will be your jubilee; each one of youmust return to his
property and each one of youmust return to his clan.

11 That fiftieth year will be your jubilee; you must not sow the land, harvest its
aftergrowth, or pick the grapes of its unpruned vines.

12Because that year is a jubilee, it will be holy to you – you may eat its produce from
the field.

Release of Landed Property
13 “‘In this year of jubilee youmust each return to your property.
14 If you make a sale to your fellow citizen or buy from your fellow citizen, no one is

to wrong his brother.
15Youmay buy it from your fellow citizen according to the number of years since the

last jubilee; hemay sell it to you according to the years of produce that are left.
16Themore years there are, themore youmaymake its purchase price, and the fewer

years there are, the less youmust make its purchase price, because he is only selling to
you a number of years of produce.

17No one is to oppress his fellow citizen, but you must fear your God, because I am
the LORD your God.

18 You must obey my statutes and my regulations; you must be sure to keep them so
that youmay live securely in the land.

19 “‘The land will give its fruit and you may eat until you are satisfied, and you may
live securely in the land.

20 If you say, ‘What will we eat in the seventh year if we do not sow and gather our
produce?’

21 Iwill commandmyblessing for you in the sixthyear so that itmayyield theproduce
for three years,

22 and you may sow the eighth year and eat from that sixth year’s produce – old
produce. Until you bring in the ninth year’s produce, youmay eat old produce.

23The landmust not be sold without reclaim because the land belongs to me, for you
are foreigners and residents withme.

24 In all your landed property you must provide for the right of redemption of the
land.

25 “‘If your brother becomes impoverished and sells some of his property, his near
redeemer is to come to you and redeemwhat his brother sold.

26 If a man has no redeemer, but he prospers and gains enough for its redemption,
27he is to calculate the value of the years it was sold, refund the balance to theman to

whom he had sold it, and return to his property.
28 If he has not prospered enough to refund a balance to him, then what he sold will

belong to the one who bought it until the jubilee year, but it must revert in the jubilee
and the original ownermay return to his property.
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Release of Houses
29 “‘If a man sells a residential house in a walled city, its right of redemption must

extend until one full year from its sale; its right of redemption must extend to a full
calendar year.

30 If it is not redeemed before the full calendar year is ended, the house in the walled
city will belongwithout reclaim to the onewho bought it throughout his generations; it
will not revert in the jubilee.

31 The houses of villages, however, which have no wall surrounding them must be
considered as the field of the land; they will have the right of redemption and must
revert in the jubilee.

32As for the cities of theLevites, thehouses in the citieswhich theypossess, theLevites
must have a perpetual right of redemption.

33Whatever someone among the Levites might redeem – the sale of a house which is
his property in a city –must revert in the jubilee, because the houses of the cities of the
Levites are their property in themidst of the Israelites.

34Moreover, the open field areas of their cities must not be sold, because that is their
perpetual possession.

Debt and Slave Regulations
35 “‘If your brother becomes impoverished and is indebted to you, you must support

him; hemust live with you like a foreign resident.
36 Do not take interest or profit from him, but you must fear your God and your

brother must live with you.
37 You must not lend him your money at interest and you must not sell him food for

profit.
38 I am the LORD your Godwho brought you out from the land of Egypt to give you the

land of Canaan – to be your God.
39 “‘If your brother becomes impoverished with regard to you so that he sells himself

to you, youmust not subject him to slave service.
40Hemust be with you as a hired worker, as a resident foreigner; he must serve with

you until the year of jubilee,
41but then hemay go free, he and his childrenwith him, andmay return to his family

and to the property of his ancestors.
42 Since they are my servants whom I brought out from the land of Egypt, they must

not be sold in a slave sale.
43Youmust not rule over him harshly, but youmust fear your God.
44 “‘As for your male and female slaves who may belong to you – you may buy male

and female slaves from the nations all around you.
45Also you may buy slaves from the children of the foreigners who reside with you,

and from their families that are with you, whom they have fathered in your land, they
may become your property.

46Youmay give them as inheritance to your children after you to possess as property.
Youmayenslave themperpetually. However, as for yourbrothers the Israelites, noman
may rule over his brother harshly.

47 “‘If a resident foreigner who is with you prospers and your brother becomes
impoverished with regard to him so that he sells himself to a resident foreigner who
is with you or to amember of a foreigner’s family,

48after he has sold himself he retains a right of redemption. One of his brothers may
redeem him,

49 or his uncle or his cousin may redeem him, or anyone of the rest of his blood
relatives – his family –may redeem him, or if he prospers hemay redeem himself.
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50Hemust calculatewith the onewho bought him the number of years from the year
he sold himself to him until the jubilee year, and the cost of his sale must correspond to
the number of years, according to the rate of wages a hired worker would have earned
while with him.

51 If there are still many years, in keeping with them hemust refundmost of the cost
of his purchase for his redemption,

52 but if only a few years remain until the jubilee, he must calculate for himself in
keeping with the remaining years and refund it for his redemption.

53Hemust be with the one who bought him like a yearly hired worker. The one who
bought himmust not rule over him harshly in your sight.

54 If, however, he is not redeemed in these ways, he must go free in the jubilee year,
he and his children with him,

55because the Israelites are my own servants; they are my servants whom I brought
out from the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

26
1 “‘You must not make for yourselves idols, so you must not set up for yourselves a

carved image or a pillar, and you must not place a sculpted stone in your land to bow
down before it, for I am the LORD your God.

2Youmust keepmy Sabbaths and reverencemy sanctuary. I am the LORD.
The Benefits of Obedience

3 “‘If you walk inmy statutes and are sure to obeymy commandments,
4 I will give you your rains in their time so that the landwill give its yield and the trees

of the field will produce their fruit.
5Threshing seasonwill extend for you until the season for harvesting grapes, and the

season for harvesting grapeswill extenduntil sowing season, so youwill eat your bread
until you are satisfied, and youwill live securely in your land.

6 I will grant peace in the land so that you will lie down to sleep without anyone
terrifying you. I will remove harmful animals from the land, and no sword of war will
pass through your land.

7Youwill pursue your enemies and they will fall before you by the sword.
8 Five of you will pursue a hundred, and a hundred of you will pursue ten thousand,

and your enemies will fall before you by the sword.
9 I will turn to you, make you fruitful, multiply you, and maintain my covenant with

you.
10Youwill still be eating stored produce from the previous year andwill have to clean

out what is stored from the previous year to make room for new.
11 “‘I will put my tabernacle in yourmidst and I will not abhor you.
12 I will walk among you, and I will be your God and youwill be my people.
13 I am the LORD your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, from being

their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and caused you to walk upright.
The Consequences of Disobedience

14 “‘If, however, you do not obeyme and keep all these commandments –
15 if you reject my statutes and abhor my regulations so that you do not keep all my

commandments and you breakmy covenant –
16 I formy part will do this to you: I will inflict horror on you, consumption and fever,

which diminish eyesight and drain away the vitality of life. You will sow your seed in
vain because your enemies will eat it.

17 I will set my face against you. You will be struck down before your enemies, those
who hate you will rule over you, and youwill flee when there is no one pursuing you.
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18 “‘If, in spite of all these things, you do not obeyme, I will discipline you seven times
more on account of your sins.

19 Iwill breakyour strongprideandmakeyoursky like ironandyour land likebronze.
20Your strengthwill be used up in vain, your landwill not give its yield, and the trees

of the land will not produce their fruit.
21 “‘If you walk in hostility against me and are not willing to obey me, I will increase

your affliction seven times according to your sins.
22 I will send thewild animals against you and theywill bereave you of your children,

annihilate your cattle, and diminish your population so that your roads will become
deserted.

23 “‘If in spite of these things you do not allow yourselves to be disciplined and you
walk in hostility against me,

24 Imyselfwill alsowalk inhostility against youand strike you seven timesonaccount
of your sins.

25 I will bring on you an avenging sword, a covenant vengeance. Although you will
gather together into your cities, I will send pestilence among you and youwill be given
into enemy hands.

26WhenIbreakoffyour supplyofbread, tenwomenwill bakeyourbread inoneoven;
they will ration your bread by weight, and you will eat and not be satisfied.

27 “‘If in spite of this you do not obeyme but walk in hostility against me,
28 I will walk in hostile rage against you and I myself will also discipline you seven

times on account of your sins.
29Youwill eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters.
30 I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars, and I will stack

your dead bodies on top of the lifeless bodies of your idols. I will abhor you.
31 I will lay your cities waste andmake your sanctuaries desolate, and I will refuse to

smell your soothing aromas.
32 Imyselfwillmake the landdesolateandyourenemieswho live in itwill beappalled.
33 I will scatter you among the nations and unsheathe the sword after you, so your

land will become desolate and your cities will become a waste.
34 “‘Then the land will make up for its Sabbaths all the days it lies desolate while you

are in the land of your enemies; then the land will rest andmake up its Sabbaths.
35All the days of the desolation it will have the rest it did not have on your Sabbaths

when you lived on it.
36 “‘As for the ones who remain among you, I will bring despair into their hearts in

the lands of their enemies. The sound of a blowing leaf will pursue them, and they will
flee as one who flees the sword and fall down even though there is no pursuer.

37 They will stumble over each other as those who flee before a sword, though there
is no pursuer, and there will be no one to take a stand for you before your enemies.

38Youwill perish among the nations; the land of your enemies will consume you.

Restoration through Confession and Repentance
39 “‘As for the ones who remain among you, they will rot away because of their

iniquity in the lands of your enemies, and they will also rot away because of their
ancestors’ iniquities which are with them.

40However, when they confess their iniquity and their ancestors’ iniquitywhich they
committed by trespassing againstme, bywhich they alsowalked in hostility againstme

41 (and I myself will walk in hostility against them and bring them into the land of
their enemies), and then their uncircumcised hearts become humbled and they make
up for their iniquity,
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42 I will remembermy covenant with Jacob and alsomy covenant with Isaac and also
my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land.

43The land will be abandoned by them in order that it may make up for its Sabbaths
while it ismadedesolatewithout them, and theywillmakeup for their iniquity because
they have rejectedmy regulations and have abhorredmy statutes.

44 In spite of this, however, when they are in the land of their enemies I will not reject
themandabhor them tomakea complete endof them, tobreakmycovenantwith them,
for I am the LORD their God.

45 I will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out
from the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. I am the LORD.’ ”

Summary Colophon
46 These are the statutes, regulations, and instructions which the LORD established

between himself and the Israelites at Mount Sinai throughMoses.

27
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When a man makes a special votive offering

based on the conversion value of persons to the LORD,
3 the conversion value of the male from twenty years old up to sixty years old is fifty

shekels by the standard of the sanctuary shekel.
4 If the person is a female, the conversion value is thirty shekels.
5 If the person is from five years old up to twenty years old, the conversion value of

themale is twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels.
6 If the person is onemonth old up to five years old, the conversion value of the male

is five shekels of silver, and for the female the conversion value is three shekels of silver.
7 If the person is from sixty years old and older, if he is amale the conversion value is

fifteen shekels, and for the female ten shekels.
8 If he is too poor to pay the conversion value, he must stand the person before the

priest and thepriestwill establishhis conversionvalue; according towhat themanwho
made the vow can afford, the priest will establish his conversion value.

Redemption of Vowed Animals
9 “‘If what is vowed is a kind of animal from which an offering may be presented to

the LORD, anything which he gives to the LORD from this kind of animal will be holy.
10He must not replace or exchange it, good for bad or bad for good, and if he does

indeed exchange one animal for another animal, then both the original animal and its
substitute will be holy.

11 Ifwhat is vowed isanuncleananimal fromwhichanofferingmustnotbepresented
to the LORD, then hemust stand the animal before the priest,

12 and the priest will establish its conversion value, whether good or bad. According
to the assessed conversion value of the priest, thus it will be.

13 If, however, the person who made the vow redeems the animal, he must add one
fifth to its conversion value.

Redemption of VowedHouses
14 “‘If a man consecrates his house as holy to the LORD, the priest will establish its

conversion value, whether good or bad. Just as the priest establishes its conversion
value, thus it will stand.

15 If the one who consecrates it redeems his house, he must add to it one fifth of its
conversion value in silver, and it will belong to him.

Redemption of Vowed Fields
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16 “‘If aman consecrates to the LORD some of his own landed property, the conversion
value must be calculated in accordance with the amount of seed needed to sow it, a
homer of barley seed being priced at fifty shekels of silver.

17 If he consecrates his field in the jubilee year, the conversion value will stand,
18but if he consecrates his field after the jubilee, the priest will calculate the price for

himaccording to theyears that are left until thenext jubilee year, and itwill bededucted
from the conversion value.

19 If, however, the onewho consecrated the field redeems it, hemust add to it one fifth
of the conversion price and it will belong to him.

20 If he does not redeem the field, but sells the field to someone else, he may never
redeem it.

21When it reverts in the jubilee, the field will be holy to the LORD like a permanently
dedicated field; it will become the priest’s property.

22 “‘If he consecrates to the LORD a field he has purchased, which is not part of his own
landed property,

23 the priest will calculate for him the amount of its conversion value until the jubilee
year, and hemust pay the conversion value on that jubilee day as something that is holy
to the LORD.

24 In the jubilee year the field will return to the one fromwhom he bought it, the one
to whom it belongs as landed property.

25Every conversion valuemust be calculated by the standard of the sanctuary shekel;
twenty gerahs to the shekel.

Redemption of the Firstborn
26 “‘Surely no man may consecrate a firstborn that already belongs to the LORD as a

firstborn among the animals; whether it is an ox or a sheep, it belongs to the LORD.
27 If, however, it is among the unclean animals, he may ransom it according to its

conversion value and must add one fifth to it, but if it is not redeemed it must be sold
according to its conversion value.

Things Permanently Dedicated to the Lord
28“‘Surely anythingwhich amanpermanently dedicates to theLORD|strong="H3069"

from all that belongs to him, whether from people, animals, or his landed property,
must be neither sold nor redeemed; anything permanently dedicated is most holy to
the LORD|strong="H3069".

29 Any human being who is permanently dedicated must not be ransomed; such a
personmust be put to death.

Redemption of the Tithe
30 “‘Any tithe of the land, from the grain of the land or from the fruit of the trees,

belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.
31 If a man redeems part of his tithe, however, he must add one fifth to it.
32All the tithe of herd or flock, everything which passes under the rod, the tenth one

will be holy to the LORD.
33Theownermustnot examine theanimals todistinguishbetweengoodandbad, and

hemust not exchange it. If, however, he does exchange it, both the original animal and
its substitute will be holy. It must not be redeemed.’ ”

Final Colophon
34 These are the commandments which the LORD commanded Moses to tell the

Israelites at Mount Sinai.
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Numbers
Organizing the Census of the Israelites

1Now the LORD spoke toMoses in the tent ofmeeting in thewilderness of Sinai on the
first day of the second month of the second year after the Israelites departed from the
land of Egypt. He said:

2“Takeacensusof theentire Israelite communityby their clansand families, counting
the name of every individual male.

3You and Aaron are to number all in Israel who can serve in the army, those who are
twenty years old or older, by their divisions.

4And tohelp you there is to be aman fromeach tribe, eachman theheadof his family.
5Now these are the names of themenwho are to help you:

from Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur;
6 from Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai;
7 from Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab;
8 from Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar;
9 from Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon;
10 from the sons of Joseph:
from Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud;
fromManasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur;
11 from Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni;
12 from Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai;
13 from Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran;
14 from Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel;
15 fromNaphtali, Ahira son of Enan.”

The Census of the Tribes
16These were the ones chosen from the community, leaders of their ancestral tribes.

They were the heads of the thousands of Israel.
17SoMoses andAaron took thesemenwhohadbeenmentioned specifically byname,
18 and they assembled the entire community together on the first day of the second

month. Then the people recorded their ancestry by their clans and families, and the
menwhowere twenty years old or older were listed by name individually,

19 just as the LORD had commanded Moses. And so he numbered them in the
wilderness of Sinai.

20And they were as follows:
The descendants of Reuben, the firstborn son of Israel: According to the records of

their clans and families, all the males twenty years old or older who could serve in the
armywere listed by name individually.

21Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Reubenwere 46,500.
22 From the descendants of Simeon: According to the records of their clans and

families, all the males numbered of them twenty years old or older who could serve
in the armywere listed by name individually.

23Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Simeonwere 59,300.
24
From the descendants of Gad: According to the records of their clans and families, all

the males twenty years old or older who could serve in the armywere listed by name.
25Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Gad were 45,650.
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26Fromthedescendants of Judah: According to the recordsof their clansand families,
all themales twenty years old or olderwhocould serve in the armywere listedbyname.

27Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Judah were 74,600.
28 From the descendants of Issachar: According to the records of their clans and

families, all themales twenty years old or olderwho could serve in the armywere listed
by name.

29Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Issachar were 54,400.
30 From the descendants of Zebulun: According to the records of their clans and

families, all themales twenty years old or olderwho could serve in the armywere listed
by name.

31Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Zebulun were 57,400.
32From the sons of Joseph:
From the descendants of Ephraim: According to the records of their clans and

families, all themales twenty years old or olderwho could serve in the armywere listed
by name.

33Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Ephraimwere 40,500.
34 From the descendants of Manasseh: According to the records of their clans and

families, all themales twenty years old or olderwho could serve in the armywere listed
by name.

35Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Manasseh were 32,200.
36 From the descendants of Benjamin: According to the records of their clans and

families, all themales twenty years old or olderwho could serve in the armywere listed
by name.

37Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Benjamin were 35,400.
38From the descendants of Dan: According to the records of their clans and families,

all themales twenty years old or olderwhocould serve in the armywere listedbyname.
39Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Danwere 62,700.
40Fromthedescendants ofAsher: According to the recordsof their clansand families,

all themales twenty years old or olderwhocould serve in the armywere listedbyname.
41Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Asher were 41,500.
42 From the descendants of Naphtali: According to the records of their clans and

families, all themales twenty years old or olderwho could serve in the armywere listed
by name.

43Those of themwhowere numbered from the tribe of Naphtali were 53,400.
44 These were the men whom Moses and Aaron numbered along with the twelve

leaders of Israel, each of whomwas from his own family.
45 All the Israelites who were twenty years old or older, who could serve in Israel’s

army, were numbered according to their families.
46And all those numbered totaled 603,550.
The Exemption of the Levites

47But the Levites, according to the tribe of their fathers, were not numbered among
them.

48The LORD had said to Moses,
49 “Only the tribe of Levi youmust not number or count with the other Israelites.
50But appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the testimony, over all its furnishings

and over everything in it. They must carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings; and
theymust attend to it and camp around it.

51Whenever the tabernacle is to move, the Levites must take it down, and whenever
the tabernacle is to be reassembled, theLevitesmust set it up. Anyunauthorizedperson
who approaches it must be killed.
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52 “The Israelites will camp according to their divisions, each man in his camp, and
eachman by his standard.

53 But the Levites must camp around the tabernacle of the testimony, so that the
LORD’s anger|strong="H7110" will not fall on the Israelite community. The Levites are
responsible for the care of the tabernacle of the testimony.”

54 The Israelites did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses – that is what
they did.

2
1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron:
2 “Every one of the Israelites must camp under his standard with the emblems of his

family; theymust camp at some distance around the tent of meeting.
The Tribes on the East

3 “Now thosewhowill be camping on the east, toward the sunrise, are the divisions of
the camp of Judah under their standard. The leader of the people of Judah is Nahshon
son of Amminadab.

4Those numbered in his division are 74,600.
5Those who will be camping next to them are the tribe of Issachar. The leader of the

people of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuar.
6Those numbered in his division are 54,400.
7Next will be the tribe of Zebulun. The leader of the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of

Helon.
8Those numbered in his division are 57,400.
9All those numbered of the camp of Judah, according to their divisions, are 186,400.

They will travel at the front.
The Tribes on the South

10 “On the southwill be the divisions of the campof Reubenunder their standard. The
leader of the people of Reuben is Elizur son of Shedeur.

11Those numbered in his division are 46,500.
12Those who will be camping next to them are the tribe of Simeon. The leader of the

people of Simeon is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.
13Those numbered in his division are 59,300.
14 Next will be the tribe of Gad. The leader of the people of Gad is Eliasaph son of

Deuel.
15Those numbered in his division are 45,650.
16All thosenumberedof the campofReuben, according to theirdivisions, are151,450.

They will travel second.
The Tribe in the Center

17 “Then the tent of meeting with the camp of the Levites will travel in the middle of
the camps. They will travel in the same order as they camped, each in his own place
under his standard.

The Tribes on theWest
18“On thewestwill be the divisions of the campof Ephraimunder their standard. The

leader of the people of Ephraim is Elishama son of Amihud.
19Those numbered in his division are 40,500.
20Next to themwill be the tribe ofManasseh. The leader of the people ofManasseh is

Gamaliel son of Pedahzur.
21Those numbered in his division are 32,200.
22Next will be the tribe of Benjamin. The leader of the people of Benjamin is Abidan

son of Gideoni.
23Those numbered in his division are 35,400.
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24 All those numbered of the camp of Ephraim, according to their divisions, are
108,100. They will travel third.

The Tribes on the North
25 “On the north will be the divisions of the camp of Dan, under their standards. The

leader of the people of Dan is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai.
26Those numbered in his division are 62,700.
27 Those who will be camping next to them are the tribe of Asher. The leader of the

people of Asher is Pagiel son of Ocran.
28Those numbered in his division are 41,500.
29Next will be the tribe of Naphtali. The leader of the people of Naphtali is Ahira son

of Enan.
30Those numbered in his division are 53,400.
31 All those numbered of the camp of Dan are 157,600. They will travel last, under

their standards.”
Summary

32These are the Israelites, numbered according to their families. All those numbered
in the camps, by their divisions, are 603,550.

33 But the Levites were not numbered among the other Israelites, as the LORD|
strong="H3069" commandedMoses.

34 So the Israelites did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses; that is the
way they camped under their standards, and that is the way they traveled, each with
his clan and family.

3
1Now these are the records of Aaron andMoses when the LORD spoke withMoses on

Mount Sinai.
2These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab, the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar,

and Ithamar.
3Theseare thenamesof the sonsofAaron, theanointedpriests,whomheconsecrated

to minister as priests.
4 Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD when they offered strange fire before the

LORD in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar
ministered as priests in the presence of Aaron their father.

The Assignment of the Levites
5The LORD spoke to Moses:
6 “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they

may serve him.
7They are responsible for his needs and theneeds of thewhole community before the

tent of meeting, by attending to the service of the tabernacle.
8And they are responsible for all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, and for the

needs of the Israelites, as they serve in the tabernacle.
9You are to assign the Levites to Aaron and his sons; theywill be assigned exclusively

to him out of all the Israelites.
10 So you are to appoint Aaron and his sons, and they will be responsible for their

priesthood; but the unauthorized person who comes near must be put to death.”
11Then the LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Moses:
12 “Look, I myself have taken the Levites from among the Israelites instead of every

firstborn who opens the womb among the Israelites. So the Levites belong to me,
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13because all the firstborn aremine. When I destroyed all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, I set apart for myself all the firstborn in Israel, bothman and beast. They belong
to me. I am the LORD.”

The Numbering of the Levites
14Then the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai:
15 “Number the Levites by their clans and their families; everymale fromamonth old

and upward you are to number.”
16 So Moses numbered them according to the word of the LORD, just as he had been

commanded.
The Summary of Families

17These were the sons of Levi by their names: Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.
18These are the names of the sons of Gershon by their families: Libni and Shimei.
19The sons of Kohath by their families were: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
20The sons of Merari by their families were Mahli and Mushi. These are the families

of the Levites by their clans.
The Numbering of the Gershonites

21FromGershoncame the family of theLibnites and the family of the Shimeites; these
were the families of the Gershonites.

22 Those of them who were numbered, counting every male from a month old and
upward, were 7,500.

23 The families of the Gershonites were to camp behind the tabernacle toward the
west.

24Now the leader of the clan of the Gershonites was Eliasaph son of Lael.
25 And the responsibilities of the Gershonites in the tent of meeting included the

tabernacle, the tent with its covering, the curtain at the entrance of the tent of meeting,
26 the hangings of the courtyard, the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard that

surrounded the tabernacle and the altar, and their ropes, plus all the service connected
with these things.

The Numbering of the Kohathites
27 From Kohath came the family of the Amramites, the family of the Izharites, the

family of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzielites; these were the families of
the Kohathites.

28 Counting every male from a month old and upward, there were 8,600. They were
responsible for the care of the sanctuary.

29The families of the Kohathites were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle.
30Now the leader of the clan of the families of the Kohathites was Elizaphan son of

Uzziel.
31Their responsibilities included the ark, the table, the lampstand, the altars, and the

utensils of the sanctuary with which theyministered, the curtain, and all their service.
32Now the head of all the Levitical leaders was Eleazar son of Aaron the priest. He

was appointed over those whowere responsible for the sanctuary.
The Numbering ofMerari

33FromMerari came the family of the Mahlites and the family of the Mushites; these
were the families of Merari.

34 Those of them who were numbered, counting every male from a month old and
upward, were 6,200.

35Now the leader of the clan of the families ofMerariwas Zuriel son of Abihail. These
were to camp on the north side of the tabernacle.
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36 The appointed responsibilities of the Merarites included the frames of the taber-
nacle, its crossbars, its posts, its sockets, its utensils, plus all the service connected with
these things,

37and the pillars of the courtyard all around, with their sockets, their pegs, and their
ropes.

38 But those who were to camp in front of the tabernacle on the east, in front of the
tent of meeting, were Moses, Aaron, and his sons. They were responsible for the needs
of the sanctuary and for the needs of the Israelites, but the unauthorized person who
approached was to be put to death.

39All who were numbered of the Levites, whomMoses and Aaron numbered by the
wordof theLORD, according to their families, everymale fromamonthold andupward,
were 22,000.

The Substitution for the Firstborn
40Then the LORD said toMoses, “Number all the firstbornmales of the Israelites from

amonth old and upward, and take the number of their names.
41And take theLevites forme – I amtheLORD – insteadofall thefirstbornmalesamong

the Israelites, and the livestock of the Levites instead of all the firstborn of the livestock
of the Israelites.”

42 So Moses numbered all the firstborn males among the Israelites, as the LORD had
commanded him.

43 And all the firstborn males, by the number of the names from a month old and
upward, totaled 22,273.

44Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
45 “Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn males among the Israelites, and the

livestock of the Levites instead of their livestock. And the Levites will bemine. I am the
LORD.

46And for the redemption of the 273 firstborn males of the Israelites who exceed the
number of the Levites,

47 collect five shekels for each one individually; you are to collect this amount in the
currency of the sanctuary shekel (this shekel is twenty gerahs).

48And give themoney for the redemption of the excess number of them to Aaron and
his sons.”

49 So Moses took the redemption money from those who were in excess of those
redeemed by the Levites.

50 From the firstborn males of the Israelites he collected the money, 1,365 shekels,
according to the sanctuary shekel.

51Moses gave the redemptionmoney to Aaron and his sons, according to the word of
the LORD, as the LORD had commandedMoses.

4
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
2 “Take a census of the Kohathites from among the Levites, by their families and by

their clans,
3 from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, all who enter the company to do

the work in the tent of meeting.
4This is the service of the Kohathites in the tent of meeting, relating to the most holy

things.
5When it is time for the camp to journey, Aaron and his sons must come and take

down the screening curtain and cover the ark of the testimony with it.
6 Then they must put over it a covering of fine leather and spread over that a cloth

entirely of blue, and then theymust insert its poles.
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7 “On the table of the presence theymust spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dishes,
the pans, the bowls, and the pitchers for pouring, and the Bread of the Presence must
be on it continually.

8 They must spread over them a scarlet cloth, and cover the same with a covering of
fine leather; and theymust insert its poles.

9 “Theymust take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand of the light, with its lamps, its
wick-trimmers, its trays, and all its oil vessels, with which they service it.

10Then theymust put it with all its utensils in a covering of fine leather, and put it on
a carrying beam.

11 “Theymust spread a blue cloth on the gold altar, and cover it with a covering of fine
leather; and theymust insert its poles.

12 Then they must take all the utensils of the service, with which they serve in the
sanctuary, put them in a blue cloth, cover themwith a covering of fine leather, and put
them on a carrying beam.

13Also, they must take away the ashes from the altar and spread a purple cloth over
it.

14Then theymustplaceon it all its implementswithwhich they serve there – the trays,
the meat forks, the shovels, the basins, and all the utensils of the altar – and they must
spread on it a covering of fine leather, and then insert its poles.

15 “When Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the
furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is ready to journey, then the Kohathites
will come to carry them; but theymust not touch any holy thing, or they will die. These
are the responsibilities of the Kohathites with the tent of meeting.

16 “The appointed responsibility of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest is for the oil for the
light, and the spiced incense, and the daily grain offering, and the anointing oil; he also
has the appointed responsibility over all the tabernacle with all that is in it, over the
sanctuary and over all its furnishings.”

17Then the LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Moses and Aaron:
18 “Donot allow the tribe of the families of theKohathites to be cut off fromamong the

Levites;
19but inorder that theywill live andnot diewhen theyapproach themost holy things,

do this for them: Aaron and his sons will go in and appoint eachman to his service and
his responsibility.

20But theKohathites are not to go in towatchwhile the holy things are being covered,
or they will die.”

The Service of the Gershonites
21Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
22 “Also take a census of the Gershonites, by their clans and by their families.
23Youmust number them from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, all who

enter the company to do the work of the tent of meeting.
24This is the service of the families of Gershonites, as they serve and carry it.
25 They must carry the curtains for the tabernacle and the tent of meeting with its

covering, the covering of fine leather that is over it, the curtains for the entrance of the
tent of meeting,

26 the hangings for the courtyard, the curtain for the entrance of the gate of the
court, which is around the tabernacle and the altar, and their ropes, along with all the
furnishings for their service and everything that ismade for them. So they are to serve.

27 “All the service of the Gershonites, whether carrying loads or for any of their work,
will be at the direction ofAaronandhis sons. Youwill assign themall their tasks as their
responsibility.
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28This is the service of the families of the Gershonites concerning the tent ofmeeting.
Their responsibilities will be under the authority of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest.

The Service of theMerarites
29 “As for the sons of Merari, you are to number them by their families and by their

clans.
30Youmust number them from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, all who

enter the company to do the work of the tent of meeting.
31 This is what they are responsible to carry as their entire service in the tent of

meeting: the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, its posts, its sockets,
32and the posts of the surrounding courtyardwith their sockets, tent pegs, and ropes,

along with all their furnishings and everything for their service. You are to assign by
names the items that eachman is responsible to carry.

33 This is the service of the families of the Merarites, their entire service concerning
the tent of meeting, under the authority of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest.”

Summary
34 So Moses and Aaron and the leaders of the community numbered the Kohathites

by their families and by clans,
35 from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, everyone who entered the

company for the work in the tent of meeting;
36and those of them numbered by their families were 2,750.
37 These were those numbered from the families of the Kohathites, everyone who

served in the tent ofmeeting, whomMoses andAaronnumbered according to theword
of the LORD by the authority of Moses.

38Those numbered from the Gershonites, by their families and by their clans,
39 from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, everyone who entered the

company for the work in the tent of meeting –
40 those of them numbered by their families, by their clans, were 2,630.
41 These were those numbered from the families of the Gershonites, everyone who

served in the tent ofmeeting, whomMoses andAaronnumbered according to theword
of the LORD.

42Thosenumbered fromthe families of theMerarites, by their families, by their clans,
43 from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, everyone who entered the

company for the work in the tent of meeting –
44 those of them numbered by their families were 3,200.
45 These are those numbered from the families of the Merarites, whom Moses and

Aaron numbered according to the word of the LORD by the authority of Moses.
46 All who were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of

Israel numbered by their families and by their clans,
47 from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, everyonewho entered to do the

work of service and the work of carrying relating to the tent of meeting –
48 those of them numbered were 8,580.
49According to theword of the LORD theywere numbered, by the authority of Moses,

each according to his service and according to what he was to carry. Thus were they
numbered by him, as the LORD had commandedMoses.

5
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Command the Israelites to expel from the camp every leper, everyone who has a

discharge, and whoever becomes defiled by a corpse.
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3Youmust expel bothmen and women; youmust put them outside the camp, so that
they will not defile their camps, among which I live.”

4So the Israelites did so, and expelled themoutside the camp. As the LORDhad spoken
to Moses, so the Israelites did.

Restitution for Sin
5Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
6 “Tell the Israelites, ‘When a man or a woman commits any sin that people commit,

thereby breaking faith with the LORD, and that person is found guilty,
7 then he must confess his sin that he has committed and must make full reparation,

add one fifth to it, and give it to whomever he wronged.
8But if the individual has no close relative to whom reparation can be made for the

wrong, the reparation for thewrongmust be paid to the LORD for the priest, in addition
to the ram of atonement by which atonement is made for him.

9Every offering of all the Israelites’holy things that they bring to the priestwill be his.
10Everyman’s holy thingswill be his; whatever anyman gives the priestwill be his.’ ”
The Jealousy Ordeal

11The LORD spoke to Moses:
12 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘If any man’s wife goes astray and behaves

unfaithfully toward him,
13 and a man has sexual relations with her without her husband knowing it, and it is

hidden that she has defiled herself, since there was nowitness against her, nor was she
caught –

14and if jealous feelings come over him and he becomes suspicious of his wife, when
she isdefiled; or if jealous feelings comeoverhimandhebecomes suspiciousofhiswife,
when she is not defiled –

15 then the man must bring his wife to the priest, and he must bring the offering
required for her, one tenth of an ephah of barley meal; he must not pour olive oil on
it or put frankincense on it, because it is a grain offering of suspicion, a grain offering
for remembering, for bringing iniquity to remembrance.

16 “‘Then the priest will bring her near and have her stand before the LORD|
strong="H3069".

17The priest will then take holy water in a pottery jar, and take some of the dust that
is on the floor of the tabernacle, and put it into the water.

18Then the priest will have the woman stand before the LORD, uncover the woman’s
head, and put the grain offering for remembering in her hands, which is the grain
offeringof suspicion. Thepriestwill hold inhishand thebitterwater thatbringsa curse.

19 Then the priest will put the woman under oath and say to the her, “If no other
man has had sexual relations with you, and if you have not gone astray and become
defiled while under your husband’s authority, may you be free from this bitter water
that brings a curse.

20But if you have gone astray while under your husband’s authority, and if you have
defiled yourself and someman other than your husband has had sexual relations with
you….”

21 Then the priest will put the woman under the oath of the curse and will say to the
her, “The LORDmake you an attested curse among your people, if the LORDmakes your
thigh fall away and your abdomen swell;

22 and this water that causes the curse will go into your stomach, and make your
abdomen swell and your thigh rot.” Then the womanmust say, “Amen, amen.”
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23 “‘Then the priest will write these curses on a scroll and then scrape them off into
the bitter water.

24He will make the woman drink the bitter water that brings a curse, and the water
that brings a curse will enter her to produce bitterness.

25 The priest will take the grain offering of suspicion from the woman’s hand, wave
the grain offering before the LORD, and bring it to the altar.

26 Then the priest will take a handful of the grain offering as its memorial portion,
burn it on the altar, and afterwardmake the woman drink the water.

27Whenhe hasmade her drink thewater, then, if she has defiled herself and behaved
unfaithfully towardherhusband, thewater thatbringsa cursewill enterher toproduce
bitterness – her abdomen will swell, her thigh will fall away, and the woman will
become a curse among her people.

28 But if the woman has not defiled herself, and is clean, then she will be free of ill
effects and will be able to bear children.

29 “‘This is the law for cases of jealousy, when a wife, while under her husband’s
authority, goes astray and defiles herself,

30 or when jealous feelings come over a man and he becomes suspicious of his wife;
then he must have the woman stand before the LORD, and the priest will carry out all
this law upon her.

31Then themanwill be free from iniquity, but thatwomanwill bear the consequences
of her iniquity.’ ”

6
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
2“Speak to the Israelites, and tell them, ‘Wheneither amanorawoman takesa special

vow, to take a vow as a Nazirite, to separate himself to the LORD|strong="H3069",
3hemust separatehimself fromwineand strongdrink, hemust drinkneither vinegar

made from wine nor vinegar made from strong drink, nor may he drink any juice of
grapes, nor eat fresh grapes or raisins.

4 All the days of his separation he must not eat anything that is produced by the
grapevine, from seed to skin.

5 “‘All the days of the vow of his separation no razormay be used on his head until the
time is fulfilled forwhich he separated himself to the LORD. Hewill be holy, andhemust
let the locks of hair on his head grow long.

6 “‘All the days that he separates himself to the LORD hemust not contact a dead body.
7He must not defile himself even for his father or his mother or his brother or his

sister if they die, because the separation for his God is on his head.
8All the days of his separation hemust be holy to the LORD.

Contingencies for Defilement
9 “‘If anyone dies very suddenly beside him and he defiles his consecrated head, then

hemust shavehis headon theday of his purification – on the seventhdayhemust shave
it.

10On the eighth day he is to bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest,
to the entrance to the tent of meeting.

11 Then the priest will offer one for a purification offering and the other as a burnt
offering, and make atonement for him, because of his transgression in regard to the
corpse. So hemust reconsecrate his head on that day.

12Hemust rededicate to the LORD the days of his separation and bring amale lamb in
its first year as a reparation offering, but the former days will not be counted because
his separation was defiled.
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Fulfilling the Vows
13 “‘Now this is the law of the Nazirite: When the days of his separation are fulfilled,

hemust be brought to the entrance of the tent of meeting,
14 and he must present his offering to the LORD: one male lamb in its first year

without blemish for a burnt offering, one ewe lamb in its first year without blemish
for a purification offering, one ramwithout blemish for a peace offering,

15 and a basket of bread made without yeast, cakes of fine flour mixed with olive oil,
wafersmadewithoutyeastandsmearedwitholiveoil, and theirgrainofferingand their
drink offerings.

16 “‘Then the priest must present all these before the LORD and offer his purification
offering and his burnt offering.

17Thenhemust offer the ramas a peace offering to the LORD,with the basket of bread
made without yeast; the priest must also offer his grain offering and his drink offering.

18 “‘Then the Nazirite must shave his consecrated head at the entrance to the tent of
meeting andmust take the hair from his consecrated head and put it on the fire where
the peace offering is burning.

19 And the priest must take the boiled shoulder of the ram, one cake made without
yeast from the basket, and one wafer made without yeast, and put them on the hands
of the Nazirite after he has shaved his consecrated head;

20 then the priest must wave them as a wave offering before the LORD; it is a holy
portion for the priest, together with the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of
the raised offering. After this the Nazirite may drink wine.’

21 “This is the law of the Nazirite who vows to the LORD his offering according to his
separation, aswell aswhatever else he can provide. Thus hemust fulfill his vow that he
makes, according to the law of his separation.”

The Priestly Benediction
22The LORD spoke to Moses:
23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is theway you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:

24 “The LORD bless you and protect you;
25The LORDmake his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you;
26The LORD lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace.” ’

27 So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
7

1 When Moses had completed setting up the tabernacle, he anointed it and conse-
crated it and all its furnishings, and he anointed and consecrated the altar and all its
utensils.

2Then the leaders of Israel, the heads of their clans, made an offering. They were the
leaders of the tribes; they were the ones who had been supervising the numbering.

3Theybrought their offering before the LORD, six covered carts and twelve oxen – one
cart for every two of the leaders, and an ox for each one; and they presented them in
front of the tabernacle.

The Distribution of the Gifts
4Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
5 “Receive these gifts from them, that theymaybeused in doing thework of the tent of

meeting; and youmust give them to the Levites, to everyman as his service requires.”
6 SoMoses accepted the carts and the oxen and gave them to the Levites.
7He gave two carts and four oxen to the Gershonites, as their service required;



Numbers 7:8 170 Numbers 7:35

8 and he gave four carts and eight oxen to the Merarites, as their service required,
under the authority of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest.

9 But to the Kohathites he gave none, because the service of the holy things, which
they carried on their shoulders, was their responsibility.

The Time of Presentation
10The leaders offered gifts for the dedication of the altar when it was anointed. And

the leaders presented their offering before the altar.
11For the LORD|strong="H3069" said toMoses, “Theymust present their offering, one

leader for each day, for the dedication of the altar.”
The Tribal Offerings

12 The one who presented his offering on the first day was Nahshon son of Ammi-
nadab, from the tribe of Judah.

13His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels, and one silver sprinkling
bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

14one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
15one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
16onemale goat for a purification offering;
17 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

fivemale lambs in their first year. Thiswas the offering of Nahshon son of Amminadab.
18On the second day Nethanel son of Zuar, leader of Issachar, presented an offering.
19He offered for his offering one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver

sprinkling bowl weighing 70, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full
of fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

20one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
21one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
22onemale goat for a purification offering;
23 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

fivemale lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Nethanel son of Zuar.
24Onthe thirddayEliab sonofHelon, leaderof theZebulunites, presentedanoffering.
25His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

26one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
27one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
28onemale goat for a purification offering;
29 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

fivemale lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Eliab son of Helon.
30 On the fourth day Elizur son of Shedeur, leader of the Reubenites, presented an

offering.
31His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

32one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
33one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
34onemale goat for a purification offering;
35 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Elizur son of Shedeur.
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36On the fifth day Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, leader of the Simeonites, presented
an offering.

37His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling
bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

38one gold pan weighing 10 shekels;
39one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
40onemale goat for a purification offering;
41 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Sheloumiel son of Zurishaddai.
42On the sixth day Eliasaph son of Deuel, leader of the Gadites, presented an offering.
43His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

44one gold pan weighing 10 shekels;
45one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
46onemale goat for a purification offering;
47 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Eliasaph son of Deuel.
48On the seventhdayElishamasonofAmmihud, leaderof theEphraimites, presented

an offering.
49His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

50one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
51one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
52onemale goat for a purification offering;
53 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Elishama son of Ammihud.
54On the eighth day Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, leader of theManassehites, presented

an offering.
55His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

56one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
57one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
58onemale goat for a purification offering;
59 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Gamaliel son of Pedahzur.
60On the ninth day Abidan son of Gideoni, leader of the Benjaminites, presented an

offering.
61His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

62one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
63one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
64onemale goat for a purification offering;
65 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Abidan son of Gideoni.
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66On the tenth day Ahiezer son of Amishaddai, leader of the Danites, presented an
offering.

67His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling
bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

68one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
69one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
70onemale goat for a purification offering;
71 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Ahiezer son of Amishaddai.
72 On the eleventh day Pagiel son of Ocran, leader of the Asherites, presented an

offering.
73His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

74one gold pan weighing 10 shekels, full of incense;
75one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
76onemale goat for a purification offering;
77 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Pagiel son of Ocran.
78 On the twelfth day Ahira son of Enan, leader of the Naphtalites, presented an

offering.
79His offering was one silver platter weighing 130 shekels and one silver sprinkling

bowl weighing 70 shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each of them full of
fine flourmixed with olive oil as a grain offering;

80one gold pan weighing 10 shekels;
81one young bull, one ram, and onemale lamb in its first year, for a burnt offering;
82onemale goat for a purification offering;
83 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: two bulls, five rams, five male goats, and

five lambs in their first year. This was the offering of Ahira son of Enan.

Summary
84 This was the dedication for the altar from the leaders of Israel, when it was

anointed: twelve silver platters, twelve silver sprinkling bowls, and twelve gold pans.
85Each silverplatterweighed130 shekels, andeach silver sprinklingbowlweighed70

shekels. All the silver of the vessels weighed 2,400 shekels, according to the sanctuary
shekel.

86 The twelve gold pans full of incense weighed 10 shekels each, according to the
sanctuary shekel; all the gold of the pans weighed 120 shekels.

87All the animals for the burnt offering were 12 young bulls, 12 rams, 12 male lambs
in their first year, with their grain offering, and 12male goats for a purification offering.

88All the animals for the sacrifice for the peace offeringwere 24 young bulls, 60 rams,
60 male goats, and 60 lambs in their first year. These were the dedication offerings for
the altar after it was anointed.

89Now when Moses went into the tent of meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard|
strong="H8085" the voice speaking to him fromabove the atonement lid thatwas on the
ark of the testimony, from between the two cherubim. Thus he spoke to him.

8
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
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2 “Speak to Aaron and tell him, ‘When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps are to
give light in front of the lampstand.’ ”

3And Aaron did so; he set up the lamps to face toward the front of the lampstand, as
the LORD commandedMoses.

4This is how the lampstandwasmade: It was beatenwork in gold; from its shaft to its
flowers itwas beatenwork. According to the patternwhich the LORDhad shownMoses,
so hemade the lampstand.

The Separation of the Levites
5Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
6 “Take the Levites from among the Israelites and purify them.
7 And do this to them to purify them: Sprinkle water of purification on them; then

have them shave all their body andwash their clothes, and so purify themselves.
8 Then they are to take a young bull with its grain offering of fine flour mixed with

olive oil; and you are to take a second young bull for a purification offering.
9 You are to bring the Levites before the tent of meeting and assemble the entire

community of the Israelites.
10 Then you are to bring the Levites before the LORD| strong="H3069", and the

Israelites are to lay their hands on the Levites;
11 and Aaron is to offer the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the

Israelites, that theymay do the work of the LORD.
12 When the Levites lay their hands on the heads of the bulls, offer the one for a

purification offering and the other for a whole burnt offering to the LORD, to make
atonement for the Levites.

13You are to have the Levites stand before Aaron and his sons, and then offer themas
a wave offering to the LORD.

14And so you are to separate the Levites from among the Israelites, and the Levites
will be mine.

15 “After this, the Levites will go in to do the work of the tent of meeting. So youmust
cleanse them and offer them like a wave offering.

16 For they are entirely given to me from among the Israelites. I have taken them for
myself instead of all who open the womb, the firstborn sons of all the Israelites.

17Forall thefirstbornmalesamong the Israelites aremine, bothhumansandanimals;
when I destroyed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I set them apart for myself.

18 So I have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn sons among the Israelites.
19 I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the Israelites,

to do the work for the Israelites in the tent of meeting, and to make atonement for the
Israelites, so therewill be no plague among the Israeliteswhen the Israelites come near
the sanctuary.”

20 So Moses and Aaron and the entire community of the Israelites did this with the
Levites. According to all that the LORD commanded Moses concerning the Levites, this
is what the Israelites did with them.

21The Levites purified themselves and washed their clothing; then Aaron presented
them like a wave offering before the LORD, and Aaron made atonement for them to
purify them.

22After this, the Levites went in to do their work in the tent of meeting before Aaron
andbeforehis sons. As theLORDhad commandedMoses concerning theLevites, so they
did.

TheWork of the Levites
23Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
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24 “This is what pertains to the Levites: At the age of twenty-five years and upward
onemay begin to join the company in the work of the tent of meeting,

25and at the age of fifty years theymust retire fromperforming thework andmay no
longer work.

26Theymay assist their colleagues in the tent of meeting, to attend to needs, but they
must do nowork. This is theway youmust establish the Levites regarding their duties.”

9
1The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second

year after they had come out of the land of Egypt:
2 “The Israelites are to observe the Passover at its appointed time.
3 In the fourteenth day of thismonth, at twilight, you are to observe it at its appointed

time; youmust keep it in accordance with all its statutes and all its customs.”
4 SoMoses instructed the Israelites to observe the Passover.
5And they observed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight

in thewilderness of Sinai; in accordancewith all that the LORD had commandedMoses,
so the Israelites did.

6 It happened that some men who were ceremonially defiled by the dead body of a
man could not keep the Passover on that day, so they came before Moses and before
Aaron on that day.

7And thosemen said to him, “Weare ceremonially defiled by the dead body of aman;
why arewe kept back fromoffering the LORD’s offering at its appointed time among the
Israelites?”

8 So Moses said to them, “Remain here and I will hear what the LORD will command
concerning you.”

9The LORD spoke to Moses:
10 “Tell the Israelites, ‘If any of you or of your posterity become ceremonially defiled

by touchingadeadbody, or areona journey far away, thenhemayobserve thePassover
to the LORD.

11Theymay observe it on the fourteenth day of the secondmonth at twilight; they are
to eat it with breadmade without yeast and with bitter herbs.

12They must not leave any of it until morning, nor break any of its bones; they must
observe it in accordance with every statute of the Passover.

13But themanwho is ceremonially clean, andwas not on a journey, and fails to keep
the Passover, that person must be cut off from his people. Because he did not bring the
LORD’s offering at its appointed time, that manmust bear his sin.

14 If a resident foreigner lives among you andwants to keep the Passover to the LORD,
hemust do so according to the statute of the Passover, and according to its custom. You
must have the same statute for the resident foreigner and for the one who was born in
the land.’ ”

The Leading of the Lord
15On the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle – the

tent of the testimony – and from evening until morning there was a fiery appearance
over the tabernacle.

16This is theway it used to be continually: The cloudwould cover it by day, and there
was a fiery appearance by night.

17Whenever the cloudwas takenup from the tabernacle, then after that the Israelites
would begin their journey; and in whatever place the cloud settled, there the Israelites
wouldmake camp.
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18At the commandment of the LORD the Israelites would begin their journey, and at
the commandment of the LORD they would make camp; as long as the cloud remained
settled over the tabernacle they would camp.

19 When the cloud remained over the tabernacle many days, then the Israelites
obeyed the instructions of the LORD and did not journey.

20When the cloud remained over the tabernacle a number of days, they remained
campedaccording to the LORD’s commandment, and according to the LORD’s command-
ment they would journey.

21 And when the cloud remained only from evening until morning, when the cloud
was takenup the followingmorning, then they traveled on. Whether byday or bynight,
when the cloud was taken up they traveled.

22Whether it was for two days, or amonth, or a year, that the cloud prolonged its stay
over the tabernacle, the Israelites remained campedwithout traveling; butwhen itwas
taken up, they traveled on.

23 At the commandment of the LORD they camped, and at the commandment of
the LORD they traveled on; they kept the instructions of the LORD according to the
commandment of the LORD, by the authority of Moses.

10
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Make two trumpets of silver; you are tomake them from a single hammered piece.

You will use them for assembling the community and for directing the traveling of the
camps.

3When they blow them both, all the community must come to you to the entrance of
the tent of meeting.

4 “But if they blow with one trumpet, then the leaders, the heads of the thousands of
Israel, must come to you.

5Whenyoublowanalarm, then the camps that are locatedon theeast sidemustbegin
to travel.

6And when you blow an alarm the second time, then the camps that are located on
the south sidemust begin to travel. An alarmmust be sounded for their journeys.

7But when you assemble the community, you must blow, but you must not sound an
alarm.

8 The sons of Aaron, the priests, must blow the trumpets; and they will be to you for
an eternal ordinance throughout your generations.

9 If you go to war in your land against an adversary who opposes you, then youmust
sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before the LORD your
God, and youwill be saved from your enemies.

10 “Also in the time when you rejoice, such as on your appointed festivals or at
the beginnings of your months, you must blow with your trumpets over your burnt
offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings, so that they may become a
memorial for you before your God: I am the LORD your God.”

The Journey From Sinai to Kadesh
11On the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, the cloud was taken

up from the tabernacle of the testimony.
12So the Israelites set out on their journeys fromthewilderness of Sinai; and the cloud

settled in the wilderness of Paran.
Judah Begins the Journey

13Thiswas thefirst time they set out on their journey according to the commandment
of the LORD, by the authority of Moses.



Numbers 10:14 176 Numbers 11:3

14The standard of the campof the Judahites set out first according to their companies,
and over his company was Nahshon son of Amminadab.

15Over the company of the tribe of Issacharites was Nathanel son of Zuar,
16and over the company of the tribe of the Zebulunites was Elion son of Helon.
17 Then the tabernacle was dismantled, and the sons of Gershon and the sons of

Merari set out, carrying the tabernacle.
Journey Arrangements for the Tribes

18The standard of the camp of Reuben set out according to their companies; over his
company was Elizur son of Shedeur.

19Over the company of the tribe of the Simeonites was Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai,
20and over the company of the tribe of the Gadites was Eliasaph son of Deuel.
21And the Kohathites set out, carrying the articles for the sanctuary; the tabernacle

was to be set up before they arrived.
22 And the standard of the camp of the Ephraimites set out according to their

companies; over his company was Elishama son of Ammihud.
23Over the company of the tribe of the Manassehites was Gamaliel son of Pedahzur,
24and over the company of the tribe of Benjaminites was Abidan son of Gideoni.
25The standard of the camp of the Danites set out, whichwas the rear guard of all the

camps by their companies; over his company was Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai.
26Over the company of the tribe of the Asherites was Pagiel son of Ocran,
27and over the company of the tribe of the Naphtalites was Ahira son of Enan.
28These were the traveling arrangements of the Israelites according to their compa-

nies when they traveled.
The Appeal to Hobab

29 Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel, the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are
journeying to the place about which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us
and wewill treat you well, for the LORD has promised good things for Israel.”

30But Hobab said to him, “I will not go, but I will go instead tomy own land and tomy
kindred.”

31 Moses said, “Do not leave us, because you know places for us to camp in the
wilderness, and you could be our guide.

32And if you comewith us, it is certain that whatever good things the LORDwill favor
us with, we will share with you as well.”

33So they traveled from themountain of the LORD three days’ journey; and the ark of
the covenant of the LORD was traveling before them during the three days’ journey, to
find a resting place for them.

34And the cloudof theLORDwasover thembyday,when they traveled from the camp.
35And when the ark traveled, Moses would say, “Rise up, O LORD! May your enemies

be scattered, andmay those who hate you flee before you!”
36And when it came to rest he would say, “Return, O LORD, to the many thousands of

Israel!”
11

1When the people complained, it displeased the LORD. When the LORD heard it, his
anger burned, and so the fire of the LORD burned among them and consumed some of
the outer parts of the camp.

2When the people cried to Moses, he prayed to the LORD, and the fire died out.
3Sohecalled thenameof thatplaceTaberahbecause there thefireof theLORDburned

among them.
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Complaints about Food
4Now themixedmultitude whowere among them cravedmore desirable foods, and

so the Israelites wept again and said, “If only we hadmeat to eat!
5Weremember the fishweused to eat freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, themelons, the

leeks, the onions, and the garlic.
6But nowwe are dried up, and there is nothing at all before us except this manna!”
7 (Now themanna was like coriander seed, and its color like the color of bdellium.
8And the people went about and gathered it, and ground it with mills or pounded it

in mortars; they baked it in pans andmade cakes of it. It tasted like fresh olive oil.
9Andwhen the dew came down on the camp in the night, the manna fell with it.)

Moses’ Complaint to the Lord
10Moses heard the peopleweeping throughout their families, everyone at the door of

his tent; and when the anger of the LORD|strong="H3069" was kindled greatly, Moses
was also displeased.

11AndMoses said to the LORD, “Why have you afflicted your servant? Why have I not
found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of this entire people onme?

12Did I conceive this entire people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say tome,
‘Carry them in your arms, as a foster father bears a nursing child,’ to the landwhich you
swore to their fathers?

13Fromwhere shall I getmeat to give to this entire people, for they cry tome, ‘Give us
meat, that wemay eat!’

14 I am not able to bear this entire people alone, because it is too heavy for me!
15 But if you are going to deal with me like this, then kill me immediately. If I have

found favor in your sight then do not let me seemy trouble.”

The Response of God
16 The LORD said to Moses, “Gather to me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom

you know are elders of the people and officials over them, and bring them to the tent of
meeting; let them take their position there with you.

17 Then I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take part of the spirit
that is on you, and will put it on them, and they will bear some of the burden of the
people with you, so that you do not bear it all by yourself.

18 “And say to the people, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, and you will eat meat,
for you have wept in the hearing of the LORD, saying, “Whowill give us meat to eat, for
life was good for us in Egypt?” Therefore the LORD will give youmeat, and you will eat.

19You will eat, not just one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor twenty
days,

20 but a whole month, until it comes out your nostrils and makes you sick, because
you have despised the LORDwho is among you and havewept before him, saying, “Why
did we ever come out of Egypt?” ’ ”

21Moses said, “Thepeople aroundmeare600,000on foot; but you say, ‘Iwill give them
meat, that theymay eat for a whole month.’

22Would they have enough if the flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? If all
the fish of the sea were caught for them, would they have enough?”

23 And the LORD said to Moses, “Is the LORD’s hand shortened? Now you will see
whether myword to you will come true or not!”

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. He then gathered
seventy men of the elders of the people and had them stand around the tabernacle.
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25And the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to them, and he took some of the
Spirit that was on Moses and put it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on
them, they prophesied, but did not do so again.

Eldad andMedad
26 But two men remained in the camp; one’s name was Eldad, and the other’s name

was Medad. And the spirit rested on them. (Now they were among those in the
registration, but had not gone to the tabernacle.) So they prophesied in the camp.

27 And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the
camp!”

28 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his choice young men, said, “My
lordMoses, stop them!”

29Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for me? I wish that all the LORD’s people were
prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”

30ThenMoses returned to the camp along with the elders of Israel.
Provision of Quail

31Now a wind went out from the LORD and brought quail from the sea, and let them
fall near the camp, about a day’s journey on this side, and about a day’s journey on the
other side, all around the camp, and about three feet high on the surface of the ground.

32 And the people stayed up all that day, all that night, and all the next day, and
gathered the quail. The one who gathered the least gathered ten homers, and they
spread them out for themselves all around the camp.

33But while the meat was still between their teeth, before they chewed it, the anger
of the LORD burned against the people, and the LORD struck the peoplewith a very great
plague.

34So the name of that place was called Kibroth Hattaavah, because there they buried
the people that craved different food.

35 The people traveled from Kibroth Hattaavah to Hazeroth, and they stayed at
Hazeroth.

12
1ThenMiriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman he had

married (for he hadmarried an Ethiopian woman).
2 They said, “Has the LORD only spoken through Moses? Has he not also spoken

through us?” And the LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very humble, more so than any man on the face of the

earth.)
The Response of the Lord

4The LORD spoke immediately to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam: “The three of you come
to the tent of meeting.” So the three of themwent.

5And the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent;
he then called Aaron andMiriam, and they both came forward.

6 The LORD said|strong="H0559", “Hear now my words: If there is a prophet among
you, I the LORD will make myself known to him in a vision; I will speak with him in a
dream.

7My servant Moses is not like this; he is faithful in all my house.
8Withhim Iwill speak face to face, openly, andnot in riddles; andhewill see the form

of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?”
9The anger of the LORD|strong="H3069" burned against them, and he departed.
10When the cloud departed from above the tent, Miriam became leprous as snow.

Then Aaron looked at Miriam, and she was leprous!
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The Intercession ofMoses
11 So Aaron said to Moses, “Omy lord, please do not hold this sin against us, in which

we have acted foolishly and have sinned!
12Donot let her be like ababyborndead,whoseflesh is half-consumedwhen it comes

out of its mother’s womb!”
13ThenMoses cried to the LORD, “Heal her now, O God.”
14The LORD said toMoses, “If her father had only spit in her face, would she not have

been disgraced for seven days? Shut her out from the camp seven days, and afterward
she can be brought back in again.”

15 So Miriam was shut outside of the camp for seven days, and the people did not
journey on until Miriamwas brought back in.

16After that the peoplemoved fromHazeroth and camped in thewilderness of Paran.

13
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Send out men to investigate the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites.

You are to send oneman from each ancestral tribe, each one a leader among them.”
3 So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran at the command of the LORD. All

of themwere leaders of the Israelites.
4Now these were their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccur;
5 from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori;
6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh;
7 from the tribe of Issachar, Igal son of Joseph;
8 from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun;
9 from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu;
10 from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi;
11 from the tribe of Joseph, namely, the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi son of Susi;
12 from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of Gemalli;
13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael;
14 from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vopshi;
15 from the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Maki.
16 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to investigate the land. And

Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the name Joshua.

The Spies’ Instructions
17 When Moses sent them to investigate the land of Canaan, he told them, “Go up

through the Negev, and then go up into the hill country
18 and see what the land is like, and whether the people who live in it are strong or

weak, few ormany,
19andwhether the land they live in is good or bad, andwhether the cities they inhabit

are like camps or fortified cities,
20andwhether the land is rich or poor, andwhether or not there are forests in it. And

be brave, and bring back some of the fruit of the land.” Now it was the time of year for
the first ripe grapes.

The Spies’Activities
21 So they went up and investigated the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, at

the entrance of Hamath.
22 When they went up through the Negev, they came to Hebron where Ahiman,

Sheshai, and Talmai, descendants of Anak, were living. (Now Hebron had been built
seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)
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23When they came to the valley of Eshcol, they cut down from there a branch with
one cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a staff between twomen, as well as some of
the pomegranates and the figs.

24 That place was called the Eshcol Valley, because of the cluster of grapes that the
Israelites cut from there.

25They returned from investigating the land after forty days.
The Spies’ Reports

26They cameback toMoses andAaronand to thewhole community of the Israelites in
thewilderness of Paran at Kadesh. They reported to thewhole community and showed
the fruit of the land.

27They told Moses, “Wewent to the land where you sent us. It is indeed flowing with
milk and honey, and this is its fruit.

28But the inhabitants are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. Moreover
we saw the descendants of Anak there.

29 The Amalekites live in the land of the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites
live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live by the sea and along the banks of the
Jordan.”

30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses, saying, “Let us go up and occupy it,
for we are well able to conquer it.”

31But themenwhohad gone upwith him said, “Weare not able to go up against these
people, because they are stronger than we are!”

32Then they presented the Israelites with a discouraging report of the land they had
investigated, saying, “The land that we passed through to investigate is a land that
devours its inhabitants. All the people we saw there are of great stature.

33 We even saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak came from the
Nephilim), and we seemed liked grasshoppers both to ourselves and to them.”

14
1Then all the community raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night.
2And all the Israelitesmurmured against Moses and Aaron, and thewhole congrega-

tion said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had perished
in this wilderness!

3Why has the LORD brought us into this land only to be killed by the sword, that our
wives and our children should become plunder? Wouldn’t it be better for us to return
to Egypt?”

4 So they said to one another, “Let’s appoint a leader and return to Egypt.”
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell down with their faces to the ground before the whole

assembled community of the Israelites.
6 And Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, two of those who had

investigated the land, tore their garments.
7They said to the whole community of the Israelites, “The land we passed through to

investigate is an exceedingly good land.
8 If the LORD delights in us, then hewill bring us into this land and give it to us – a land

that is flowing withmilk and honey.
9Only do not rebel against the LORD, and do not fear the people of the land, for they

are bread for us. Their protection has turned aside from them, but the LORD is with us.
Do not fear them!”

10However, thewhole community threatened to stone them. But the glory of theLORD
appeared to all the Israelites at the tent of meeting.

The Punishment fromGod
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11 The LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people despise me, and how long will
they not believe inme, in spite of the signs that I have done among them?

12 Iwill strike themwith thepestilence, and Iwill disinherit them; Iwillmake you into
a nation that is greater andmightier than they!”

13Moses said to theLORD, “When theEgyptianshear it – for youbroughtup this people
by your power from among them –

14 then theywill tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that you, LORD,
are among this people, that you, LORD, are seen face to face, that your cloud stands over
them, and that you go before them by day in a pillar of cloud and in a pillar of fire by
night.

15 If you kill this entire people at once, then the nations that have heard of your fame
will say,

16 ‘Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land that he swore to
them, he killed them in the wilderness.’

17 So now, let the power of my Lord be great, just as you have said,
18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in loyal love, forgiving iniquity and

transgression, but by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children until the third and fourth generations.’

19 Please forgive the iniquity of this people according to your great loyal love, just as
you have forgiven this people from Egypt even until now.”

20Then the LORD said, “I have forgiven them as you asked.
21But truly, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD.
22 For all the people have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the

wilderness, and yet have temptedme now these ten times, and have not obeyedme,
23 theywill by nomeans see the land that I swore to their fathers, norwill any of them

who despisedme see it.
24Onlymy servant Caleb, because he had a different spirit and has followedme fully

– I will bring him into the land where he had gone, and his descendants will possess it.
25 (Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites were living in the valleys.) Tomorrow,

turn and journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea.”
26The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
27 “How longmust I bearwith this evil congregation thatmurmurs againstme? I have

heard the complaints of the Israelites that theymurmured against me.
28 Say to them, ‘As I live, says the LORD, I will surely do to you just what you have

spoken inmy hearing.
29Your dead bodies will fall in this wilderness – all those of youwhowere numbered,

according toyour fullnumber, fromtwentyyearsoldandupward,whohavemurmured
against me.

30 You will by no means enter into the land where I swore to settle you. The only
exceptions are Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.

31But Iwill bring in your little ones,whomyou saidwouldbecomevictims ofwar, and
they will enjoy the land that you have despised.

32But as for you, your dead bodies will fall in this wilderness,
33 and your children will wander in the wilderness forty years and suffer for your

unfaithfulness, until your dead bodies lie finished in the wilderness.
34According to the number of the days you have investigated this land, forty days –

one day for a year – you will suffer for your iniquities, forty years, and you will know
what it means to thwart me.
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35 I, the LORD, have said, “I will surely do so to all this evil congregation that has
gathered together against me. In this wilderness they will be finished, and there they
will die!” ’ ”

36 The men whom Moses sent to investigate the land, who returned and made the
whole community murmur against him by producing an evil report about the land,

37 those men who produced the evil report about the land, died by the plague before
the LORD|strong="H3069".

38But Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, whowere among themenwho
went to investigate the land, lived.

39WhenMoses told these things to all the Israelites, the people mourned greatly.
40And early in themorning theywent up to the crest of the hill country, saying, “Here

we are, and wewill go up to the place that the LORD commanded, for we have sinned.”
41 But Moses said, “Why are you now transgressing the commandment of the LORD?

It will not succeed!
42Do not go up, for the LORD is not among you, and you will be defeated before your

enemies.
43For theAmalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and youwill fall by the

sword. Because you have turned away from the LORD, the LORD will not be with you.”
44 But they dared to go up to the crest of the hill, although neither the ark of the

covenant of the LORD norMoses departed from the camp.
45So the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that hill country swooped down

and attacked them as far as Hormah.

15
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When you enter the land where you are to

live, which I am giving you,
3 and you make an offering by fire to the LORD from the herd or from the flock

(whether a burnt offering or a sacrifice for discharging a vow or as a freewill offering
or in your solemn feasts) to create a pleasing aroma to the LORD,

4 then the one who presents his offering to the LORD must bring a grain offering of
one-tenth of an ephah of finely ground flourmixedwith one fourth of a hin of olive oil.

5Youmust also prepare one-fourth of a hin ofwine for a drink offeringwith the burnt
offering or the sacrifice for each lamb.

6Or for a ram, you must prepare as a grain offering two-tenths of an ephah of finely
ground flourmixed with one-third of a hin of olive oil,

7and for adrinkoffering youmust offer one-third of ahin ofwine as apleasing aroma
to the LORD.

8Andwhen you prepare a young bull as a burnt offering or a sacrifice for discharging
a vow or as a peace offering to the LORD,

9 then a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of finely ground flour mixed with
half a hin of olive oil must be presented with the young bull,

10and youmust present as the drink offering half a hin of wine with the fire offering
as a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

11This is what is to be done for each ox, or each ram, or each of themale lambs or the
goats.

12Youmust do so for each one according to the number that you prepare.
13 “‘Every native-born person must do these things in this way to present an offering

made by fire as a pleasing aroma to the LORD.
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14 If a resident foreigner is living with you – or whoever is among you in future
generations – and prepares an offering made by fire as a pleasing aroma to the LORD,
hemust do it the sameway you are to do it.

15One statute must apply to you who belong to the congregation and to the resident
foreigner who is living among you, as a permanent statute for your future generations.
You and the resident foreigner will be alike before the LORD.

16One law and one custommust apply to you and to the resident foreigner who lives
alongside you.’ ”

Rules for First Fruits
17The LORD spoke to Moses:
18 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When you enter the land to which I am

bringing you
19 and you eat some of the food of the land, you must offer up a raised offering to the

LORD.
20Youmust offer up a cake of the first of your finely ground flour as a raised offering;

as you offer the raised offering of the threshing floor, so youmust offer it up.
21 You must give to the LORD some of the first of your finely ground flour as a raised

offering in your future generations.

Rules for Unintentional Offenses
22 “ ‘If you sin unintentionally and do not observe all these commandments that the

LORD has spoken to Moses –
23 all that the LORD has commanded you by the authority of Moses, from the day that

the LORD commandedMoses and continuing through your future generations –
24 then if anything is done unintentionally without the knowledge of the community,

thewhole communitymust prepare one young bull for a burnt offering – for a pleasing
aroma to the LORD – along with its grain offering and its customary drink offering, and
onemale goat for a purification offering.

25And the priest is tomake atonement for thewhole community of the Israelites, and
theywill be forgiven, because itwasunintentional and theyhavebrought their offering,
an offeringmade byfire to the LORD, and their purification offering before the LORD, for
their unintentional offense.

26 And the whole community of the Israelites and the resident foreigner who lives
among them will be forgiven, since all the people were involved in the unintentional
offense.

27 “‘If any person sins unintentionally, then he must bring a yearling female goat for
a purification offering.

28 And the priest must make atonement for the person who sins unintentionally –
when he sins unintentionally before the LORD – tomake atonement for him, and hewill
be forgiven.

29Youmust have one law for the personwho sins unintentionally, both for the native-
born among the Israelites and for the resident foreigner who lives among them.

Deliberate Sin
30 “‘But the person who acts defiantly, whether native-born or a resident foreigner,

insults the LORD. That personmust be cut off from among his people.
31Because he has despised the word of the LORD and has broken his commandment,

that personmust be completely cut off. His iniquity will be on him.’ ”
32When the Israelites were in the wilderness they found a man gathering wood on

the Sabbath day.
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33Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and to the
whole community.

34They put him in custody, because therewas no clear instruction aboutwhat should
be done to him.

35 Then the LORD|strong="H3069" said to Moses, “The man must surely be put to
death; the whole community must stone himwith stones outside the camp.”

36 So the whole community took him outside the camp and stoned him to death, just
as the LORD commandedMoses.

Rules for Tassels
37The LORD spoke to Moses:
38 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them tomake tassels for themselves on the corners

of their garments throughout their generations, and put a blue thread on the tassel of
the corners.

39 You must have this tassel so that you may look at it and remember all the
commandments of the LORD and obey them and so that you do not follow after your
own heart and your own eyes that lead you to unfaithfulness.

40Thus youwill remember and obey all my commandments and be holy to your God.
41 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God. I

am the LORD your God.”

16
1NowKorah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram,

the sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, who were Reubenites, tookmen
2 and rebelled against Moses, along with some of the Israelites, 250 leaders of the

community, chosen from the assembly, famousmen.
3And they assembled against Moses and Aaron, saying to them, “You take too much

upon yourselves, seeing that the whole community is holy, every one of them, and the
LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the community of the
LORD?”

4WhenMoses heard it he fell downwith his face to the ground.
5 Then he said to Korah and to all his company, “In the morning the LORD will make

known who are his, and who is holy. He will cause that person to approach him; the
person he has chosen he will cause to approach him.

6Do this, Korah, you and all your company: Take censers,
7 put fire in them, and set incense on them before the LORD tomorrow, and the man

whom the LORD chooses will be holy. You take too much upon yourselves, you sons of
Levi!”

8Moses said to Korah, “Listen now, you sons of Levi!
9Does it seem too small a thing to you that the God of Israel has separated you from

the community of Israel to bring you near to himself, to perform the service of the
tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the community to minister to them?

10He has brought you near and all your brothers, the sons of Levi, with you. Do you
now seek the priesthood also?

11 Therefore you and all your company have assembled together against the LORD!
And Aaron –what is he that youmurmur against him?”

12 Then Moses summoned Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, but they said, “We
will not come up.

13 Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of the land that flows with milk
andhoney, to kill us in thewilderness? Nowdo youwant tomake yourself a prince over
us?
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14Moreover, you have not brought us into a land that flows withmilk and honey, nor
given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Do you think you can blind thesemen?
Wewill not come up.”

15Moseswas very angry, andhe said to theLORD, “Haveno respect for their offering! I
have not taken somuch as one donkey from them, nor have I harmed any one of them!”

16 Then Moses said to Korah, “You and all your company present yourselves before
the LORD – you and they, and Aaron – tomorrow.

17And each of you take his censer, put incense in it, and then each of you present his
censer before the LORD: 250 censers, along with you, and Aaron – each of you with his
censer.”

18 So everyone took his censer, put fire in it, and set incense on it, and stood at the
entrance of the tent of meeting, with Moses and Aaron.

19When Korah assembled the whole community against them at the entrance of the
tent of meeting, then the glory of the LORD appeared to the whole community.

The Judgment on the Rebels
20The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
21 “Separate yourselves from among this community, that I may consume them in an

instant.”
22Then they threw themselves downwith their faces to the ground and said, “O God,

the God of the spirits of all people, will you be angry with the whole community when
only oneman sins?”

23 So the LORD spoke to Moses:
24 “Tell the community: ‘Get away from around the homes of Korah, Dathan, and

Abiram.’ ”
25 Then Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel went

after him.
26Andhe said to the community, “Move away from the tents of thesewickedmen, and

do not touch anything they have, lest you be destroyed because of all their sins.”
27So they got away from the homes of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram on every side, and

Dathan and Abiram came out and stationed themselves in the entrances of their tents
with their wives, their children, and their toddlers.

28 Then Moses said, “This is how you will know that the LORD has sent me to do all
these works, for I have not done them of my ownwill.

29 If these men die a natural death, or if they share the fate of all men, then the LORD
has not sent me.

30 But if the LORD does something entirely new, and the earth opens its mouth and
swallows them up along with all that they have, and they go down alive to the grave,
then you will know that these men have despised the LORD!”

31When he had finished speaking all these words, the ground that was under them
split open,

32and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, along with their households,
and all Korah’s men, and all their goods.

33 They and all that they had went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed over
them. So they perished from among the community.

34All the Israelites whowere around themfled at their cry, for they said, “What if the
earth swallows us too?”

35Then afirewent out from theLORD anddevoured the 250menwhooffered incense.
The Atonement for the Rebellion

36The LORD spoke to Moses:
37 “Tell Eleazar son of Aaron the priest to pick up the censers out of the flame, for they

are holy, and then scatter the coals of fire at a distance.
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38As for the censers of these men who sinned at the cost of their lives, they must be
made into hammered sheets for covering the altar, because they presented thembefore
the LORD and sanctified them. They will become a sign to the Israelites.”

39 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers presented by those who had been
burned up, and they were hammered out as a covering for the altar.

40 It was a memorial for the Israelites, that no outsider who is not a descendant of
Aaron should approach to burn incense before the LORD, that hemight not become like
Korah and his company – just as the LORD had spoken by the authority of Moses.

41 But on the next day the whole community of Israelites murmured against Moses
and Aaron, saying, “You have killed the LORD’s people!”

42When the community assembled againstMoses andAaron, they turned toward the
tent of meeting – and the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.

43ThenMoses and Aaron stood before the tent of meeting.
44The LORD spoke to Moses:
45“Get away from this community, so that I can consume them inan instant!” But they

threw themselves downwith their faces to the ground.
46 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take the censer, put burning coals from the altar in it,

place incense on it, and go quickly into the assembly andmake atonement for them, for
wrath has gone out from the LORD – the plague has begun!”

47So Aaron did asMoses commanded and ran into themiddle of the assembly, where
the plague was just beginning among the people. So he placed incense on the coals and
made atonement for the people.

48He stood between the dead and the living, and the plague was stopped.
49Now 14,700 people died in the plague, in addition to those who died in the event

with Korah.
50ThenAaron returned toMoses at the entrance of the tent ofmeeting, and theplague

was stopped.

17
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to the Israelites, and receive from them a staff from each tribe, one from

every tribal leader, twelve staffs; youmust write eachman’s name on his staff.
3YoumustwriteAaron’s nameon the staffof Levi; for one staff is for theheadof every

tribe.
4 You must place them in the tent of meeting before the ark of the covenant where I

meet with you.
5 And the staff of the man whom I choose will blossom; so I will rid myself of the

complaints of the Israelites, which theymurmur against you.”
6 So Moses spoke to the Israelites, and each of their leaders gave him a staff, one for

each leader, according to their tribes – twelve staffs; the staff of Aaronwas among their
staffs.

7ThenMoses placed the staffs before the LORD in the tent of the testimony.
8On the next dayMoseswent into the tent of the testimony – and the staff of Aaron for

the house of Levi had sprouted, and brought forth buds, and produced blossoms, and
yielded almonds!

9 So Moses brought out all the staffs from before the LORD|strong="H3069" to all the
Israelites. They looked at them, and eachman took his staff.

TheMemorial
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10 The LORD said to Moses, “Bring Aaron’s staff back before the testimony to be
preserved for a sign to the rebels, so that you may bring their murmurings to an end
before me, that they will not die.”

11 SoMoses did as the LORD commanded him – this is what he did.
12The Israelites said to Moses, “We are bound to die! We perish, we all perish!
13Anyone who even comes close to the tabernacle of the LORD will die! Are we all to

die?”

18
1 The LORD said to Aaron, “You and your sons and your tribe with you must bear the

iniquity of the sanctuary, andyouandyour sonswith youmust bear the iniquity of your
priesthood.

2 “Bringwith you your brothers, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, so that they
may joinwith you andminister to youwhile you and your sonswith you are before the
tent of the testimony.

3 They must be responsible to care for you and to care for the entire tabernacle.
However, they must not come near the furnishings of the sanctuary and the altar, or
both they and youwill die.

4 They must join with you, and they will be responsible for the care of the tent of
meeting, for all the service of the tent, but no unauthorized personmay approach you.

5Youwill be responsible for the care of the sanctuary and the care of the altar, so that
there will be nomore wrath on the Israelites.

6 I myself have chosen your brothers the Levites from among the Israelites. They are
given to you as a gift from the LORD, to perform the duties of the tent of meeting.

7 But you and your sons with you are responsible for your priestly duties, for
everything at the altar and within the curtain. And you must serve. I give you the
priesthood as a gift for service; but the unauthorized person who approaches must be
put to death.”

The Portion of the Priests
8 The LORD spoke to Aaron, “See, I have given you the responsibility for my raised

offerings; I have given all the holy things of the Israelites to you as your priestly portion
and to your sons as a perpetual ordinance.

9Of all themost holy offerings reserved from thefire thiswill be yours: Every offering
of theirs, whether fromevery grain offering or fromevery purification offering or from
every reparation offeringwhich theybring tome,will bemost holy for youand for your
sons.

10You are to eat it as amost holy offering; everymalemay eat it. It will be holy to you.
11 “And this is yours: the raised offering of their gift, alongwith all thewave offerings

of the Israelites. I have given them to you and to your sons and daughters with you as
a perpetual ordinance. Everyonewho is ceremonially clean in your householdmay eat
of it.

12 “All the best of the olive oil and all the best of the wine and of the wheat, the first
fruits of these things that they give to the LORD, I have given to you.

13 And whatever first ripe fruit in their land they bring to the LORD will be yours;
everyone who is ceremonially clean in your householdmay eat of it.

14 “Everything devoted in Israel will be yours.
15 The firstborn of every womb which they present to the LORD, whether human

or animal, will be yours. Nevertheless, the firstborn sons you must redeem, and the
firstbornmales of unclean animals youmust redeem.
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16And those that must be redeemed you are to redeem when they are a month old,
according to your estimation, for five shekels of silver according to the sanctuary shekel
(which is twenty gerahs).

17But you must not redeem the firstborn of a cow or a sheep or a goat; they are holy.
Youmust splash their blood on the altar and burn their fat for an offering made by fire
for a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

18 And their meat will be yours, just as the breast and the right hip of the raised
offering is yours.

19All the raised offerings of the holy things that the Israelites offer to the LORD, I have
given to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual ordinance. It is a
covenant of salt forever before the LORD for you and for your descendants with you.”

Duties of the Levites
20The LORD spoke to Aaron, “You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you

have any portion of property among them – I am your portion and your inheritance
among the Israelites.

21 See, I have given the Levites all the tithes in Israel for an inheritance, for their
service which they perform – the service of the tent of meeting.

22 No longer may the Israelites approach the tent of meeting, or else they will bear
their sin and die.

23But the Levitesmust perform the service of the tent ofmeeting, and theymust bear
their iniquity. Itwill be a perpetual ordinance throughout your generations that among
the Israelites the Levites have no inheritance.

24 But I have given to the Levites for an inheritance the tithes of the Israelites that
are offered to the LORD as a raised offering. That is why I said to them that among the
Israelites they are to have no inheritance.”

Instructions for the Levites
25The LORD spoke to Moses:
26 “You are to speak to the Levites, and you must tell them, ‘When you receive from

the Israelites the tithe that I have given you from them as your inheritance, then you
are to offer up from it as a raised offering to the LORD a tenth of the tithe.

27And your raised offering will be credited to you as though it were grain from the
threshing floor or as newwine from the winepress.

28 Thus you are to offer up a raised offering to the LORD of all your tithes which you
receive fromthe Israelites; andyoumust give theLORD’s raisedoffering from it toAaron
the priest.

29 From all your gifts you must offer up every raised offering due the LORD, from all
the best of it, and the holiest part of it.’

30 “Therefore you will say to them, ‘When you offer up the best of it, then it will be
credited to the Levites as the product of the threshing floor and as the product of the
winepress.

31And youmay eat it in any place, you and your household, because it is your wages
for your service in the tent of meeting.

32 And you will bear no sin concerning it when you offer up the best of it. And you
must not profane the holy things of the Israelites, or else you will die.’ ”

19
1The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
2 “This is the ordinance of the law which the LORD has commanded: ‘Instruct the

Israelites to bring you a red heifer without blemish, which has no defect and has never
carried a yoke.
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3 You must give it to Eleazar the priest so that he can take it outside the camp, and it
must be slaughtered before him.

4 Eleazar the priest is to take some of its blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of
the blood seven times directly in front of the tent of meeting.

5Then the heifer must be burned in his sight – its skin, its flesh, its blood, and its offal
is to be burned.

6And the priest must take cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet wool and throw them into
themidst of the fire where the heifer is burning.

7Then the priest must wash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and afterward he
may come into the camp, but the priest will be ceremonially unclean until evening.

8The onewho burns it must wash his clothes inwater and bathe himself inwater. He
will be ceremonially unclean until evening.

9 “‘Then a man who is ceremonially clean must gather up the ashes of the red heifer
and put them in a ceremonially clean place outside the camp. Theymust be kept for the
community of the Israelites for use in the water of purification – it is a purification for
sin.

10 The one who gathers the ashes of the heifer must wash his clothes and be
ceremonially unclean until evening. This will be a permanent ordinance both for the
Israelites and the resident foreigner who lives among them.

Purification fromUncleanness
11 “‘Whoever touches the corpse of any person will be ceremonially unclean seven

days.
12Hemust purify himself with water on the third day and on the seventh day, and so

will be clean. But if he does not purify himself on the third day and the seventh day,
then he will not be clean.

13 Anyone who touches the corpse of any dead person and does not purify himself
defiles the tabernacle of the LORD|strong="H3069". And that person must be cut off
from Israel, because the water of purification was not sprinkled on him. He will be
unclean; his uncleanness remains on him.

14 “‘This is the law: When aman dies in a tent, anyonewho comes into the tent and all
who are in the tent will be ceremonially unclean seven days.

15And every open container that has no covering fastened on it is unclean.
16And whoever touches the body of someone killed with a sword in the open fields,

or the body of someone who died of natural causes, or a human bone, or a grave, will
be unclean seven days.

17 “‘For a ceremonially unclean person you must take some of the ashes of the heifer
burnt for purification from sin and pour fresh running water over them in a vessel.

18Thena ceremonially cleanpersonmust takehyssop, dip it in thewater, and sprinkle
it on the tent, onall its furnishings, andon thepeoplewhowere there, or on theonewho
touched a bone, or one killed, or one who died, or a grave.

19And the cleanpersonmust sprinkle theuncleanon the thirddayandon the seventh
day; and on the seventh dayhemust purify him, and thenhemustwashhis clothes, and
bathe in water, and he will be clean in the evening.

20 But the man who is unclean and does not purify himself, that person must be cut
off from among the community, because he has polluted the sanctuary of the LORD; the
water of purification was not sprinkled on him, so he is unclean.

21 “‘So thiswill be a perpetual ordinance for them: The onewho sprinkles thewater of
purification must wash his clothes, and the one who touches the water of purification
will be unclean until evening.
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22 And whatever the unclean person touches will be unclean, and the person who
touches it will be unclean until evening.’ ”

20
1Then the entire community of Israel entered thewilderness of Zin in thefirstmonth,

and the people stayed in Kadesh. Miriam died andwas buried there.
2 And there was no water for the community, and so they gathered themselves

together against Moses and Aaron.
3 The people contended with Moses, saying, “If only we had died when our brothers

died before the LORD!
4Why have you brought up the LORD’s community into this wilderness? So that we

and our cattle should die here?
5Why have you brought us up from Egypt only to bring us to this dreadful place? It is

no place for grain, or figs, or vines, or pomegranates; nor is there any water to drink!”
Moses Responds

6 So Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance to the
tent of meeting. They then threw themselves down with their faces to the ground, and
the glory of the LORD appeared to them.

7Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
8 “Take the staff and assemble the community, you and Aaron your brother, and then

speak to the rock before their eyes. It will pour forth its water, and youwill bringwater
out of the rock for them, and so you will give the community and their beasts water to
drink.”

9 SoMoses took the staff from before the LORD, just as he commanded him.
10Then Moses and Aaron gathered the community together in front of the rock, and

he said to them, “Listen, you rebels, must we bring water out of this rock for you?”
11 Then Moses raised his hand, and struck the rock twice with his staff. And water

came out abundantly. So the community drank, and their beasts drank too.

The Lord’s Judgment
12Then the LORD spoke toMoses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust me enough to

showme as holy before the Israelites, therefore youwill not bring this community into
the land I have given them.”

13These are the waters of Meribah, because the Israelites contended with the LORD|
strong="H3069", and his holiness wasmaintained among them.

Rejection by the Edomites
14Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom: “Thus says your brother

Israel: ‘You know all the hardships we have experienced,
15 how our ancestors went down into Egypt, and we lived in Egypt a long time, and

the Egyptians treated us and our ancestors badly.
16 So when we cried to the LORD, he heard our voice and sent a messenger, and has

brought us up out of Egypt. Now we are here in Kadesh, a town on the edge of your
country.

17 Please let us pass through your country. We will not pass through the fields or
through the vineyards, nor will we drink water from anywell. Wewill go by the King’s
Highway; we will not turn to the right or the left until we have passed through your
region.’ ”

18But Edom said to him, “Youwill not pass throughme, or I will come out against you
with the sword.”
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19Then the Israelites said tohim, “Wewill go along thehighway, and ifweor our cattle
drinkanyofyourwater,wewill pay for it. Wewill onlypass throughonour feet,without
doing anything else.”

20But he said, “Youmay not pass through.” Then Edom came out against themwith a
large and powerful force.

21 So Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border; therefore Israel turned
away from him.

Aaron’s Death
22 So the entire company of Israelites traveled from Kadesh and came toMount Hor.
23And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron inMount Hor, by the border of the land of

Edom. He said:
24 “Aaron will be gathered to his ancestors, for he will not enter into the land I have

given to the Israelites because both of you rebelled against my word at the waters of
Meribah.

25Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up onMount Hor.
26RemoveAaron’s priestly garments and put themonEleazar his son, andAaronwill

be gathered to his ancestors and will die there.”
27 SoMoses did as the LORD commanded; and they went upMount Hor in the sight of

the whole community.
28And Moses removed Aaron’s garments and put them on his son Eleazar. So Aaron

died there on the top of the mountain. And Moses and Eleazar came down from the
mountain.

29 When all the community saw that Aaron was dead, the whole house of Israel
mourned for Aaron thirty days.

21
1 When the Canaanite king of Arad who lived in the Negev heard that Israel was

approaching along the road to Atharim, he fought against Israel and took some of them
prisoner.

2So Israelmade a vow to theLORDand said, “If youwill indeeddeliver this people into
our hand, then wewill utterly destroy their cities.”

3 The LORD listened to the voice of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites, and they
utterly destroyed them and their cities. So the name of the place was called Hormah.

Fiery Serpents
4Then they traveled fromMountHor by the road to theRed Sea, to go around the land

of Edom, but the people became impatient along the way.
5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up

out of Egypt to die in the wilderness, for there is no bread or water, and we detest this
worthless food.”

6So the LORD sent poisonous snakes among the people, and they bit the people; many
people of Israel died.

7 Then the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD that he would take away the snakes
from us.” SoMoses prayed for the people.

8The LORD said toMoses, “Make a poisonous snake and set it on a pole. When anyone
who is bitten looks at it, he will live.”

9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it on a pole, so that if a snake had bitten
someone, when he looked at the bronze snake he lived.

The Approach toMoab
10The Israelites traveled on and camped in Oboth.
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11Then they traveledon fromObothandcampedat IyeAbarim, in thewilderness that
is before Moab, on the eastern side.

12From there theymoved on and camped in the valley of Zered.
13 From there they moved on and camped on the other side of the Arnon, in the

wilderness that extends from the regions of the Amorites, for Arnon is the border of
Moab, betweenMoab and the Amorites.

14This is why it is said in the Book of theWars of the LORD,
“Waheb in Suphah and the wadis,
the Arnon
15and the slope of the valleys
that extends to the dwelling of Ar,
and falls off at the border of Moab.”

16 And from there they traveled to Beer; that is the well where the LORD spoke to
Moses, “Gather the people and I will give themwater.”

17Then Israel sang this song:
“Spring up, O well, sing to it!
18The well which the princes dug,
which the leaders of the people opened
with their scepters and their staffs.”
And from the wilderness they traveled to Mattanah;
19and fromMattanah to Nahaliel; and fromNahaliel to Bamoth;
20and fromBamoth to the valley that is in the country ofMoab, near the top of Pisgah,

which overlooks the wilderness.
The Victory over Sihon and Og

21Then Israel sent messengers to King Sihon of the Amorites, saying,
22 “Let us pass through your land; we will not turn aside into the fields or into the

vineyards, nor will we drink water from any well, but we will go along the King’s
Highway until we pass your borders.”

23But Sihondidnot permit Israel to pass throughhis border; he gathered all his forces
together and went out against Israel into the wilderness. When he came to Jahaz, he
fought against Israel.

24 But the Israelites defeated him in battle and took possession of his land from the
Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the Ammonites, for the border of the Ammonites was
strongly defended.

25 So Israel took all these cities; and Israel settled in all the cities of the Amorites, in
Heshbon, and in all its villages.

26ForHeshbonwas the city of King Sihon of the Amorites. Nowhe had fought against
the former king of Moab and had taken all of his land from his control, as far as the
Arnon.

27That is why those who speak in proverbs say,
“Come to Heshbon, let it be built.
Let the city of Sihon be established!
28For fire went out fromHeshbon,
a flame from the city of Sihon.
It has consumed Ar of Moab
and the lords of the high places of Arnon.
29Woe to you, Moab.
You are ruined, O people of Chemosh!
He has made his sons fugitives,
and his daughters the prisoners of King Sihon of the Amorites.
30We have overpowered them;
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Heshbon has perished as far as Dibon.
We have shattered them as far as Nophah,
which reaches to Medeba.”

31 So the Israelites lived in the land of the Amorites.
32Moses sent spies to reconnoiter Jaazer, and they captured its villages and dispos-

sessed the Amorites whowere there.
33 Then they turned and went up by the road to Bashan. And King Og of Bashan and

all his forces marched out against them to do battle at Edrei.
34And the LORD said to Moses, “Do not fear him, for I have delivered him and all his

people andhis land into your hand. Youwill do to himwhat you did to King Sihon of the
Amorites, who lived in Heshbon.

35So they defeated Og, his sons, and all his people, until there were no survivors, and
they possessed his land.

22
1The Israelites traveled on and camped in the plains ofMoab on the side of the Jordan

River across from Jericho.
2Balak son of Zippor saw all that the Israelites had done to the Amorites.
3And theMoabiteswere greatly afraid of the people, because theywere sonumerous.

TheMoabites were sick with fear because of the Israelites.
4 So the Moabites said to the elders of Midian, “Now this mass of people will lick up

everything aroundus, as the bull devours the grass of thefield. NowBalak sonof Zippor
was king of the Moabites at this time.

5And he sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor at Pethor, which is by the Euphrates
River in the land of Amaw, to summon him, saying, “Look, a nation has come out of
Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are settling next to me.

6 So now, please come and curse this nation for me, for they are too powerful for me.
Perhaps I will prevail so that wemay conquer them and drive them out of the land. For
I know that whoever you bless is blessed, and whoever you curse is cursed.”

7 So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fee for divination
in their hand. They came to Balaam and reported to him the words of Balak.

8He replied to them, “Stay here tonight, and I will bring back to you whatever word
the LORDmay speak to me.” So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam.

9And God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these menwith you?”
10Balaam said to God, “Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent a message to me,

saying,
11 “Look, a nation has comeout of Egypt, and it covers the face of the earth. Comenow

and put a curse on them for me; perhaps I will be able to defeat them and drive them
out.”

12But God said to Balaam, “Youmust not gowith them; youmust not curse the people,
for they are blessed.”

13So Balaam got up in themorning, and said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your land,
for the LORD has refused to permit me to go with you.”

14So the princes ofMoab departed andwent back to Balak and said, “Balaam refused
to comewith us.”

BalaamAccompanies theMoabite Princes
15Balak again sent princes, more numerous andmore distinguished than the first.
16And they came to Balaam and said to him, “Thus says Balak son of Zippor: ‘Please

do not let anything hinder you from coming to me.
17For Iwill honor you greatly, andwhatever you tellme Iwill do. So come, put a curse

on this nation for me.’ ”
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18 Balaam replied to the servants of Balak, “Even if Balak would give me his palace
full of silver and gold, I could not transgress the commandment of the LORD my God to
do less or more.

19Now therefore, please stay thenight here also, that Imayknowwhatmore theLORD
might say to me.”

20God came to Balaam that night, and said to him, “If the men have come to call you,
get up and go with them; but the word that I will say to you, that youmust do.”

21So Balaam got up in themorning, saddled his donkey, andwent with the princes of
Moab.

GodOpposes Balaam
22Then God’s anger was kindled because he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in

the road to oppose him. Now he was riding on his donkey and his two servants were
with him.

23 And the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with his sword
drawn in his hand, so the donkey turned aside from the road and went into the field.
But Balaam beat the donkey, to make her turn back to the road.

24 Then the angel of the LORD stood in a path among the vineyards, where there was
a wall on either side.

25And when the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pressed herself into the wall,
and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So he beat her again.

26Then the angel of the LORD went farther, and stood in a narrow place, where there
was no way to turn either to the right or to the left.

27When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she crouched down under Balaam.
Then Balaamwas angry, and he beat his donkey with a staff.

28Then theLORDopened themouthof thedonkey, and she said toBalaam, “Whathave
I done to you that you have beatenme these three times?”

29And Balaam said to the donkey, “You have made me look stupid; I wish there were
a sword inmy hand, for I would kill you right now.”

30The donkey said to Balaam, “Amnot I your donkey that you have ridden ever since
I was yours until this day? Have I ever attempted to treat you this way?” And he said,
“No.”

31 Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing
in the way with his sword drawn in his hand; so he bowed his head and threw himself
downwith his face to the ground.

32The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you beaten your donkey these three
times? Look, I came out to oppose you because what you are doing is perverse before
me.

33 The donkey saw me and turned from me these three times. If she had not turned
fromme, I would have killed you but saved her alive.”

34 Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for I did not know that you
stood against me in the road. So now, if it is evil in your sight, I will go back home.”

35But the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Gowith themen, but youmay only speak
the word that I will speak to you.” So Balaamwent with the princes of Balak.

BalaamMeets Balak
36When Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to meet him at a city of

Moabwhich was on the border of the Arnon at the boundary of his territory.
37Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not send again and again to you to summon you? Why

did you not come tome? Am I not able to honor you?”
38 Balaam said to Balak, “Look, I have come to you. Now, am I able to speak just

anything? I must speak only the word that God puts in mymouth.”
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39 So Balaamwent with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-huzoth.
40And Balak sacrificed bulls and sheep, and sent some to Balaam, and to the princes

whowere with him.
41Then on the nextmorning Balak took Balaam, and brought him up to Bamoth Baal.

From there he saw the extent of the nation.

23
1 Balaam said to Balak, “Build me seven altars here, and prepare for me here seven

bulls and seven rams.”
2So Balak did just as Balaam had said. Balak and Balaam then offered on each altar a

bull and a ram.
3 Balaam said to Balak, “Station yourself by your burnt offering, and I will go off;

perhaps the LORD will come to meet me, and whatever he reveals to me I will tell you.”
Then he went to a deserted height.

4 Then God met Balaam, who said to him, “I have prepared seven altars, and I have
offered on each altar a bull and a ram.”

5 Then the LORD put a message in Balaam’s mouth and said, “Return to Balak, and
speak what I tell you.”

6So he returned to him, and he was still standing by his burnt offering, he and all the
princes of Moab.

7Then Balaam uttered his oracle, saying,
“Balak, the king of Moab, brought me from Aram,
out of themountains of the east, saying,
‘Come, pronounce a curse on Jacob for me;
come, denounce Israel.’
8How can I curse one whomGod has not cursed,
or how can I denounce one whom the LORD has not denounced?
9For from the top of the rocks I see them;
from the hills I watch them.
Indeed, a nation that lives alone,
and it will not be reckoned among the nations.
10Who can count the dust of Jacob,
Or number the fourth part of Israel?
Let me die the death of the upright,
and let the end of my life be like theirs.”

BalaamRelocates
11Then Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done tome? I brought you to cursemy

enemies, but on the contrary you have only blessed them!”
12Balaamreplied, “Must Inotbecareful to speakwhat theLORDhasput inmymouth?”
13 Balak said to him, “Please come with me to another place from which you can

observe them. You will see only a part of them, but you will not see all of them. Curse
them for me from there.”

14So Balak brought Balaam to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, where he built
seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

15 And Balaam said to Balak, “Station yourself here by your burnt offering, while I
meet the LORD there|strong="H7136".

16 Then the LORD met Balaam and put a message in his mouth and said, “Return to
Balak, and speak what I tell you.”

17When Balaam came to him, he was still standing by his burnt offering, along with
the princes of Moab. And Balak said to him, “What has the LORD spoken?”

BalaamProphesies Again
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18Balaam uttered his oracle, and said,
“Rise up, Balak, and hear;
Listen to me, son of Zippor:
19God is not a man, that he should lie,
nor a human being, that he should change his mind.
Has he said, and will he not do it?
Or has he spoken, and will he not make it happen?
20 Indeed, I have received a command to bless;
he has blessed, and I cannot reverse it.
21He has not looked on iniquity in Jacob,
nor has he seen trouble in Israel.
The LORD their God is with them;
his acclamation as king is among them.
22God brought them out of Egypt.
They have, as it were, the strength of a wild bull.
23For there is no spell against Jacob,
nor is there any divination against Israel.
At this time it must be said of Jacob
and of Israel, ‘Look at what God has done!’
24 Indeed, the people will rise up like a lioness,
and like a lion raises himself up;
they will not lie down until they eat their prey,
and drink the blood of the slain.”

BalaamRelocates Yet Again
25Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse them at all nor bless them at all!”
26 But Balaam replied to Balak, “Did I not tell you, ‘All that the LORD speaks, I must

do’?”
27Balak said to Balaam, “Come, please; Iwill take you to another place. Perhaps itwill

please God to let you curse them for me from there.”
28 So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, that looks toward the wilderness.
29ThenBalaamsaid toBalak, “Build sevenaltars here forme, andprepare sevenbulls

and seven rams.”
30 So Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

24
1WhenBalaamsaw that it pleased theLORD tobless Israel, hedidnot goas at theother

times to seek for omens, but he set his face toward the wilderness.
2When Balaam lifted up his eyes, he saw Israel camped tribe by tribe; and the Spirit

of God came upon him.
3Then he uttered this oracle:

“The oracle of Balaam son of Beor;
the oracle of themanwhose eyes are open;
4 the oracle of the one who hears the words of God,
who sees a vision from the Almighty,
although falling flat on the groundwith eyes open:
5 ‘How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob,
and your dwelling places, O Israel!
6They are like valleys stretched forth,
like gardens by the river’s side,
like aloes that the LORD has planted,
and like cedar trees beside the waters.
7Hewill pour the water out of his buckets,
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and their descendants will be like abundant water;
their king will be greater than Agag,
and their kingdomwill be exalted.
8God brought them out of Egypt.
They have, as it were, the strength of a young bull;
they will devour hostile people
and will break their bones
and will pierce them through with arrows.
9They crouch and lie down like a lion,
and as a lioness, who can stir him?
Blessed is the one who blesses you,
and cursed is the one who curses you!’ ”

10Then Balak became very angry at Balaam, and he struck his hands together. Balak
said to Balaam, “I called you to cursemy enemies, and look, you have done nothing but
bless them these three times!

11 So now, go back where you came from! I said that I would greatly honor you; but
now the LORD has stood in the way of your honor.”

12Balaam said to Balak, “Did I not also tell yourmessengers whom you sent to me,
13 ‘If Balak would give me his palace full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the

commandment of the LORD to do either good or evil of my own will, but whatever the
LORD tells me I must speak’?

14And now, I am about to go back tomy own people. Come now, and I will advise you
as to what this people will do to your people in the future.”

BalaamProphesies a Fourth Time
15Then he uttered this oracle:

“The oracle of Balaam son of Beor;
the oracle of themanwhose eyes are open;
16 the oracle of the one who hears the words of God,
and who knows the knowledge of the Most High,
who sees a vision from the Almighty,
although falling flat on the groundwith eyes open:
17 ‘I see him, but not now;
I behold him, but not close at hand.
A star will march forth out of Jacob,
and a scepter will rise out of Israel.
He will crush the skulls of Moab,
and the heads of all the sons of Sheth.
18Edomwill be a possession,
Seir, his enemies, will also be a possession;
but Israel will act valiantly.
19A ruler will be established from Jacob;
he will destroy the remains of the city.’ ”

Balaam’s Final Prophecies
20Then Balaam looked on Amalek and delivered this oracle:

“Amalek was the first of the nations,
but his end will be that he will perish.”

21Then he looked on the Kenites and uttered this oracle:
“Your dwelling place seems strong,
and your nest is set on a rocky cliff.
22Nevertheless the Kenite will be consumed.
How long will Asshur take you away captive?”
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23Then he uttered this oracle:
“O, whowill survive when God does this!
24 Ships will come from the coast of Kittim,
and will afflict Asshur, and will afflict Eber,
and he will also perish forever.”

25Balaamgot upanddeparted and returned tohis home, andBalak alsowent hisway.

25
1When Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to commit sexual immoralitywith the

daughters of Moab.
2 These women invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods; then the people ate

and bowed down to their gods.
3When Israel joined themselves to Baal-peor, the anger of the LORD flared up against

Israel.
God’s Punishment

4 The LORD said to Moses, “Arrest all the leaders of the people, and hang them up
before the LORD in broad daylight, so that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned
away from Israel.”

5SoMoses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of youmust execute those of hismenwho
were joined to Baal-peor.”

6 Just then one of the Israelites came and brought to his brothers a Midianite woman
in theplainviewofMoses andof thewhole community of the Israelites,while theywere
weeping at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

7When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he got up from
among the assembly, took a javelin in his hand,

8 and went after the Israelite man into the tent and thrust through the Israelite man
and into the woman’s abdomen. So the plague was stopped from the Israelites.

9Those that died in the plague were 24,000.
The Aftermath

10The LORD spoke to Moses:
11 “Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned my anger away

from the Israelites, when hemanifested such zeal formy sake among them, so that I did
not consume the Israelites in my zeal.

12Therefore, announce: ‘I am going to give to himmy covenant of peace.
13 So it will be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of a permanent

priesthood, because he has been zealous for his God, and has made atonement for the
Israelites.’ ”

14Now the name of the Israelitewhowas stabbed – the onewhowas stabbedwith the
Midianite woman –was Zimri son of Salu, a leader of a clan of the Simeonites.

15 The name of the Midianite woman who was killed was Cozbi daughter of Zur. He
was a leader over the people of a clan of Midian.

16Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
17 “Bring trouble to theMidianites, and destroy them,
18because theybring trouble to youby their treacherywithwhich theyhavedeceived

you in thematter of Peor, and in thematter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince ofMidian,
their sister, who was killed on the day of the plague that happened as a result of Peor.”

26
1After the plague the LORD said to Moses and to Eleazar son of Aaron the priest,
2 “Take a census of the whole community of Israelites, from twenty years old and

upward, by their clans, everyone who can serve in the army of Israel.”
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3SoMoses andEleazar the priest spokewith them in the plains ofMoab, by the Jordan
River across from Jericho. They said,

4 “Number the people from twenty years old and upward, just as the LORD com-
mandedMoses and the Israelites whowent out from the land of Egypt.”

Reuben
5Reuben was the firstborn of Israel. The Reubenites: from Hanoch, the family of the

Hanochites; from Pallu, the family of the Palluites;
6 fromHezron, the family of the Hezronites; from Carmi, the family of the Carmites.
7Thesewere the families of theReubenites; and thosenumberedof themwere43,730.
8Pallu’s descendant was Eliab.
9Eliab’s descendants were Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram. It was Dathan and Abiram

who as leaders of the community rebelled against Moses and Aaron with the followers
of Korah when they rebelled against the LORD.

10 The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and Korah at the time that
company died, when the fire consumed 250men. So they became a warning.

11But the descendants of Korah did not die.
Simeon

12The Simeonites by their families: fromNemuel, the family of the Nemuelites; from
Jamin, the family of the Jaminites; from Jakin, the family of the Jakinites;

13 fromZerah, the family of the Zerahites; and from Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.
14These were the families of the Simeonites, 22,200.
Gad

15 The Gadites by their families: from Zephon, the family of the Zephonites; from
Haggi, the family of the Haggites; from Shuni, the family of the Shunites;

16 from Ozni, the family of the Oznites; from Eri, the family of the Erites;
17 from Arod, the family of the Arodites, and from Areli, the family of the Arelites.
18Thesewere the families of theGadites according to thosenumberedof them, 40,500.
Judah

19 The descendants of Judah were Er and Onan, but Er and Onan died in the land of
Canaan.

20And the Judahites by their families were: from Shelah, the family of the Shelahites;
from Perez, the family of the Perezites; and from Zerah, the family of the Zerahites.

21 And the Perezites were: from Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; from Hamul,
the family of the Hamulites.

22These were the families of Judah according to those numbered of them, 76,500.
Issachar

23The Issacharites by their families: from Tola, the family of the Tolaites; from Puah,
the family of the Puites;

24 from Jashub, the family of the Jashubites; and from Shimron, the family of the
Shimronites.

25These were the families of Issachar, according to those numbered of them, 64,300.
Zebulun

26The Zebulunites by their families: fromSered, the family of the Sardites; fromElon,
the family of the Elonites; from Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites.

27These were the families of the Zebulunites, according to those numbered of them,
60,500.

Manasseh
28The descendants of Joseph by their families: Manasseh and Ephraim.
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29TheManassehites: fromMachir, the family of the Machirites (nowMachir became
the father of Gilead); from Gilead, the family of the Gileadites.

30 These were the Gileadites: from Iezer, the family of the Iezerites; from Helek, the
family of the Helekites;

31 from Asriel, the family of the Asrielites; from Shechem, the family of the She-
chemites;

32 from Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites; from Hepher, the family of the
Hepherites.

33Now Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons, but only daughters; and the names of
the daughters of Zelophehad wereMahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

34These were the families of Manasseh; those numbered of themwere 52,700.
Ephraim

35 These are the Ephraimites by their families: from Shuthelah, the family of the
Shuthelahites; from Beker, the family of the Bekerites; from Tahan, the family of the
Tahanites.

36Now these were the Shuthelahites: from Eran, the family of the Eranites.
37These were the families of the Ephraimites, according to those numbered of them,

32,500. These were the descendants of Joseph by their families.
Benjamin

38 The Benjaminites by their families: from Bela, the family of the Belaites; from
Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites; from Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites;

39 from Shupham, the family of the Shuphamites; from Hupham, the family of the
Huphamites.

40ThedescendantsofBelawereArdandNaaman. FromArd, the familyof theArdites;
fromNaaman, the family of the Naamanites.

41 These are the Benjaminites, according to their families, and according to those
numbered of them, 45,600.

Dan
42Theseare theDanitesby their families: fromShuham, the familyof theShuhamites.

These were the families of Dan, according to their families.
43All the familiesof theShuhahitesaccording to thosenumberedof themwere64,400.
Asher

44 The Asherites by their families: from Imnah, the family of the Imnahites; from
Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites; from Beriah, the family of the Beriahites.

45 From the Beriahites: from Heber, the family of the Heberites; from Malkiel, the
family of the Malkielites.

46Now the name of the daughter of Asher was Serah.
47 These are the families of the Asherites, according to those numbered of them,

53,400.
Naphtali

48The Naphtalites by their families: from Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites; from
Guni, the family of the Gunites;

49 from Jezer, the family of the Jezerites; from Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.
50 These were the families of Naphtali according to their families; and those num-

bered of themwere 45,400.
Total Number and Division of the Land

51These were those numbered of the Israelites, 601,730.
52Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
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53 “To these the land must be divided as an inheritance according to the number of
the names.

54To a larger group youwill give a larger inheritance, and to a smaller group youwill
give a smaller inheritance. To each one its inheritance must be given according to the
number of people in it.

55The landmust be divided by lot; and theywill inherit in accordancewith the names
of their ancestral tribes.

56Their inheritancemust be apportioned by lot among the larger and smaller groups.
57 And these are the Levites who were numbered according to their families: from

Gershon, the family of the Gershonites; of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites; from
Merari, the family of the Merarites.

58 These are the families of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the family of the
Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, the family of the
Korahites. Kohath became the father of Amram.

59Now the name of Amram’s wife was Jochebed, daughter of Levi, who was born to
Levi in Egypt. And to Amram she bore Aaron, Moses, andMiriam their sister.

60And to Aaron were born Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
61But Nadab and Abihu died when they offered strange fire before the LORD.
62 Those of them who were numbered were 23,000, all males from a month old and

upward, for theywere not numbered among the Israelites; no inheritancewas given to
them among the Israelites.

63 These are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who
numbered the Israelites in the plains of Moab along the Jordan River opposite Jericho.

64 But there was not a man among these who had been among those numbered by
Moses and Aaron the priest when they numbered the Israelites in the wilderness of
Sinai.

65 For the LORD had said of them, “They will surely die in the wilderness.” And there
wasnot left a singlemanof them, except Caleb sonof Jephunnehand Joshua sonofNun.

27
1Then thedaughtersof ZelophehadsonofHepher, the sonofGilead, the sonofMachir,

the son of Manasseh of the families of Manasseh, the son Joseph came forward. Now
these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

2 And they stood before Moses and Eleazar the priest and the leaders of the whole
assembly at the entrance to the tent of meeting and said,

3 “Our father died in thewilderness, althoughhewasnot part of the companyof those
that gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but he
died for his own sin, and he had no sons.

4Why should the name of our father be lost from among his family because he had
no son? Give us a possession among the relatives of our father.”

5 SoMoses brought their case before the LORD.
6The LORD said to Moses:
7 “The daughters of Zelophehad have a valid claim. You must indeed give them

possession of an inheritance among their father’s relatives, and you must transfer the
inheritance of their father to them.

8Andyoumust tell the Israelites, ‘If amandies andhasno son, then youmust transfer
his inheritance to his daughter;

9and if he has no daughter, then you are to give his inheritance to his brothers;
10 and if he has no brothers, then you are to give his inheritance to his father’s

brothers;
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11and if his father has no brothers, then you are to give his inheritance to his relative
nearest to him from his family, and he will possess it. This will be for the Israelites a
legal requirement, as the LORD|strong="H3069" commandedMoses.’ ”

Leadership Change
12Then the LORD said toMoses, “Goup thismountain of theAbarim range, and see the

land I have given to the Israelites.
13 When you have seen it, you will be gathered to your ancestors, as Aaron your

brother was gathered to his ancestors.
14For in thewilderness of Zinwhen the community rebelled againstme, you rebelled

against my command to show me as holy before their eyes over the water – the water
of Meribah in Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.”

15ThenMoses spoke to the LORD:
16 “Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all humankind, appoint a man over the

community,
17whowill go out before them, and whowill come in before them, and whowill lead

them out, and who will bring them in, so that the community of the LORD may not be
like sheep that have no shepherd.”

18The LORD replied toMoses, “Take Joshua son ofNun, aman inwhom is such a spirit,
and lay your hand on him;

19set himbeforeEleazar thepriest andbefore thewhole community, and commission
him publicly.

20 Then you must delegate some of your authority to him, so that the whole commu-
nity of the Israelites will be obedient.

21Andhewill standbeforeEleazar thepriest,whowill seek counsel forhimbefore the
LORD by the decision of the Urim. At his command theywill go out, and at his command
they will come in, he and all the Israelites with him, the whole community.”

22 So Moses did as the LORD commanded him; he took Joshua and set him before
Eleazar the priest and before the whole community.

23He laid his hands on him and commissioned him, just as the LORD commanded, by
the authority of Moses.

28
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Command the Israelites: ‘With regard to my offering, be sure to offer my food for

my offeringmade by fire, as a pleasing aroma tome at its appointed time.’
3 You will say to them, ‘This is the offering made by fire which you must offer to the

LORD: two unblemished lambs one year old each day for a continual burnt offering.
4The first lamb youmust offer in themorning, and the second lamb youmust offer in

the late afternoon,
5with one-tenth of an ephah of finely ground flour as a grain offeringmixedwith one

quarter of a hin of pressed olive oil.
6 It is a continual burnt offering that was instituted on Mount Sinai as a pleasing

aroma, an offeringmade by fire to the LORD.
7 “‘And its drink offering must be one quarter of a hin for each lamb. You must pour

out the strong drink as a drink offering to the LORD in the holy place.
8 And the second lamb you must offer in the late afternoon; just as you offered the

grain offering and drink offering in the morning, youmust offer it as an offering made
by fire, as a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

Weekly Offerings
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9 “‘On the Sabbath day, you must offer two unblemished lambs a year old, and two-
tenths of an ephah of finely ground flour as a grain offering, mixedwith olive oil, along
with its drink offering.

10 This is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, besides the continual burnt offering
and its drink offering.

Monthly Offerings
11 “‘On the first day of each month you must offer as a burnt offering to the LORD|

strong="H3069" two young bulls, one ram, and seven unblemished lambs a year old,
12with three-tenths of an ephah of finely ground flourmixed with olive oil as a grain

offering for each bull, and two-tenths of an ephah of finely ground flour mixed with
olive oil as a grain offering for the ram,

13 and one-tenth of an ephah of finely ground flour mixed with olive oil as a grain
offering for each lamb, as a burnt offering for a pleasing aroma, an offering made by
fire to the LORD.

14 For their drink offerings, include half a hin of wine with each bull, one-third of a
hin for the ram, and one-fourth of a hin for each lamb. This is the burnt offering for
eachmonth throughout themonths of the year.

15Andonemale goatmust beoffered to theLORDas apurificationoffering, in addition
to the continual burnt offering and its drink offering.

Passover and Unleavened Bread
16 “‘On the fourteenth day of the first month is the LORD’s Passover.
17And on the fifteenth day of this month is the festival. For seven days bread made

without yeast must be eaten.
18And on the first day there is to be a holy assembly; you must do no ordinary work

on it.
19 “‘But you must offer to the LORD an offering made by fire, a burnt offering of two

young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs one year old; theymust all be unblemished.
20And their grain offering is to be of finely groundflourmixedwith olive oil. For each

bull youmust offer three-tenths of an ephah, and two-tenths for the ram.
21For each of the seven lambs you are to offer one-tenth of an ephah,
22as well as one goat for a purification offering, to make atonement for you.
23Youmust offer these in addition to the burnt offering in themorning which is for a

continual burnt offering.
24 In this manner you must offer daily throughout the seven days the food of the

sacrifice made by fire as a sweet aroma to the LORD. It is to be offered in addition to
the continual burnt offering and its drink offering.

25On the seventh day you are to have a holy assembly, youmust do no regular work.
Firstfruits

26 “‘Also, on the day of the first fruits, when you bring a newgrain offering to the LORD
during your Feast of Weeks, you are to have a holy assembly. You must do no ordinary
work.

27But you must offer as the burnt offering, as a sweet aroma to the LORD, two young
bulls, one ram, seven lambs one year old,

28with their grain offering of finely ground flourmixedwith olive oil: three-tenths of
an ephah for each bull, two-tenths for the one ram,

29with one-tenth for each of the seven lambs,
30as well as onemale goat to make an atonement for you.
31 You are to offer them with their drink offerings in addition to the continual burnt

offering and its grain offering – theymust be unblemished.
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29
1 “‘On the first day of the seventh month, you are to hold a holy assembly. You must

not do your ordinary work, for it is a day of blowing trumpets for you.
2 You must offer a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the LORD: one young bull, one

ram, and seven lambs one year old without blemish.
3 “‘Their grain offering is to be of finely groundflourmixedwith olive oil, three-tenths

of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths of an ephah for the ram,
4and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs,
5with onemale goat for a purification offering to make an atonement for you;
6 this is in addition to the monthly burnt offering and its grain offering, and the daily

burnt offeringwith its grain offering and their drink offerings as prescribed, as a sweet
aroma, a sacrificemade by fire to the LORD.

The Day of Atonement
7 “‘On the tenth day of this seventhmonth you are to have a holy assembly. Youmust

humble yourselves; youmust not do any work on it.
8But youmust offer a burnt offering as a pleasing aroma to the LORD, one young bull,

one ram, and seven lambs one year old, all of themwithout blemish.
9Their grain offeringmust be of finely groundflourmixedwith olive oil, three-tenths

of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the ram,
10and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs,
11 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the purification

offering for atonement and the continual burnt offeringwith its grainoffering and their
drink offerings.

The Feast of Temporary Shelters
12 “‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you are to have a holy assembly; you

must do no ordinary work, and you must keep a festival to the LORD|strong="H3069"
for seven days.

13Youmust offer a burnt offering, an offeringmade by fire as a pleasing aroma to the
LORD: thirteen young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs each one year old, all of them
without blemish.

14Their grainofferingmustbeoffinely groundflourmixedwitholiveoil, three-tenths
of an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, two-tenths of an ephah for each of the two
rams,

15and one-tenth for each of the fourteen lambs,
16 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual

burnt offering with its grain offering and its drink offering.
17 “‘On the second day you must offer twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs

one year old, all without blemish,
18and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for

the lambs, according to their number as prescribed,
19 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual

burnt offering with its grain offering and their drink offerings.
20 “‘On the third day you must offer eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs one year

old, all without blemish,
21and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for

the lambs, according to their number as prescribed,
22 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual

burnt offering with its grain offering and its drink offering.
23“‘On the fourth day youmust offer tenbulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs one year

old, all without blemish,
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24and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number as prescribed,

25 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual
burnt offering with its grain offering and its drink offering.

26 “‘On the fifth day youmust offer nine bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs one year
old, all without blemish,

27and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number as prescribed,

28 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual
burnt offering with its grain offering and its drink offering.

29“‘On the sixthdayyoumust offer eight bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambsoneyear
old, all without blemish,

30and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number as prescribed,

31 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual
burnt offering with its grain offering and its drink offering.

32 “‘On the seventh day youmust offer seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs one
year old, all without blemish,

33and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, according to their number as prescribed,

34 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual
burnt offering with its grain offering and its drink offering.

35 “‘On the eighth day you are to have a holy assembly; youmust do no ordinarywork
on it.

36But you must offer a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, as a pleasing aroma
to the LORD, one bull, one ram, seven lambs one year old, all of themwithout blemish,

37andwith their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bull, for the ram, and
for the lambs, according to their number as prescribed,

38 along with one male goat for a purification offering, in addition to the continual
burnt offering with its grain offering and its drink offering.

39 “‘These things you must present to the LORD at your appointed times, in addition
to your vows and your freewill offerings, as your burnt offerings, your grain offerings,
your drink offerings, and your peace offerings.’ ”

40 SoMoses told the Israelites everything, just as the LORD had commanded him.

30
1Moses told the leaders of the tribes concerning the Israelites, “This is what the LORD

has commanded:
2 If a man makes a vow to the LORD|strong="H3069" or takes an oath of binding

obligation on himself, he must not break his word, but must do whatever he has
promised.

VowsMade by SingleWomen
3 “If a young woman who is still living in her father’s house makes a vow to the LORD

or places herself under an obligation,
4 and her father hears of her vow or the obligation to which she has pledged herself,

and her father remains silent about her, then all her vows will stand, and every
obligation to which she has pledged herself will stand.

5But if her father overrules her when he hears about it, then none of her vows or her
obligations which she has pledged for herself will stand. And the LORD will release her
from it, because her father overruled her.
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VowsMade byMarriedWomen
6 “And if she marries a husband while under a vow, or she uttered anything impul-

sively by which she has pledged herself,
7 and her husband hears about it, but remains silent about her when he hears about

it, then her vows will stand and her obligations which she has pledged for herself will
stand.

8But if when her husband hears it he overrules her, then he will nullify the vow she
has taken, andwhatever sheuttered impulsivelywhich shehaspledged forherself. And
the LORD will release her from it.

VowsMade byWidows
9“But everyvowofawidoworof adivorcedwomanwhich shehaspledged forherself

will remain intact.
10 If shemade the vow in her husband’s house or put herself under obligationwith an

oath,
11andherhusbandheardabout it, but remainedsilent abouther, anddidnotoverrule

her, thenall her vowswill stand, and every obligationwhich shepledged for herselfwill
stand.

12But if her husband clearly nullifies them when he hears them, then whatever she
says by way of vows or obligations will not stand. Her husband has made them void,
and the LORD will release her from them.

13 “Any vow or sworn obligation that would bring affliction to her, her husband can
confirm or nullify.

14 But if her husband remains completely silent about her from day to day, he thus
confirms all her vows or all her obligations which she is under; he confirms them
because he remained silent about when he heard them.

15But ifhe shouldnullify themafterhehasheard them, thenhewill bearher iniquity.”
16 These are the statutes that the LORD commanded Moses, relating to a man and his

wife, and a father and his young daughter who is still living in her father’s house.

31
1The LORD spoke to Moses:
2“Exact vengeance for the Israelites on theMidianites –after that youwill be gathered

to your people.”
3 So Moses spoke to the people: “Armmen from among you for the war, to attack the

Midianites and to execute the LORD’s vengeance onMidian.
4 You must send to the battle a thousand men from every tribe throughout all the

tribes of Israel.”
5 So a thousand from every tribe, twelve thousand armed for battle in all, were

provided out of the thousands of Israel.
Campaign Against theMidianites

6SoMoses sent them to thewar, one thousand from every tribe, with Phinehas son of
Eleazar the priest, who was in charge of the holy articles and the signal trumpets.

7They fought against the Midianites, as the LORD commandedMoses, and they killed
everymale.

8They killed the kings of Midian in addition to those slain – Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and
Reba – fiveMidianite kings. They also killed Balaam son of Beor with the sword.

9 The Israelites took the women of Midian captives along with their little ones, and
took all their herds, all their flocks, and all their goods as plunder.

10They burned all their towns where they lived and all their encampments.
11They took all the plunder and all the spoils, both people and animals.
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12 They brought the captives and the spoils and the plunder to Moses, to Eleazar the
priest, and to the Israelite community, to the camp on the plains of Moab, along the
Jordan River across from Jericho.

13Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the community went out to meet
them outside the camp.

The Death of theMidianiteWomen
14 But Moses was furious with the officers of the army, the commanders over

thousands and commanders over hundreds, who had come from service in the war.
15Moses said to them, “Have you allowed all the women to live?
16 Look, these people through the counsel of Balaam caused the Israelites to act

treacherously against the LORD in the matter of Peor – which resulted in the plague
among the community of the LORD!

17Nowtherefore kill everyboy, andkill everywomanwhohashad sexual intercourse
with aman.

18But all the young women who have not had sexual intercourse with a man will be
yours.

Purification After Battle
19 “Any of you who has killed anyone or touched any of the dead, remain outside the

camp for seven days; purify yourselves and your captives on the third day, and on the
seventh day.

20Youmustpurifyeachgarmentandeverything that ismadeof skin, everythingmade
of goat’s hair, and everythingmade of wood.”

21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had gone into the battle, “This
is the ordinance of the law that the LORD|strong="H3069" commandedMoses:

22 ‘Only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead,
23 everything that may stand the fire, you are to pass through the fire, and it will be

ceremonially clean, but itmust still be purifiedwith thewater of purification. Anything
that cannot withstand the fire youmust pass through the water.

24Youmustwash your clothes on the seventhday, and youwill be ceremonially clean,
and afterward youmay enter the camp.’ ”

The Distribution of Spoils
25Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
26 “You and Eleazar the priest, and all the family leaders of the community, take the

sum of the plunder that was captured, both people and animals.
27 Divide the plunder into two parts, one for those who took part in the war – who

went out to battle – and the other for all the community.
28“Youmust exact a tribute for theLORD from thefightingmenwhowent out to battle:

one life out of five hundred, from the people, the cattle, and from the donkeys and the
sheep.

29You are to take it from their half-share and give it to Eleazar the priest for a raised
offering to the LORD.

30From the Israelites’ half-share you are to take one portion out of fifty of the people,
the cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep – from every kind of animal – and you are to give
them to the Levites, who are responsible for the care of the LORD’s tabernacle.”

31 SoMoses and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commandedMoses.
32 The spoil that remained of the plunder which the fighting men had gathered was

675,000 sheep,
3372,000 cattle,
3461,000 donkeys,
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35and 32,000 young womenwho had never had sexual intercourse with aman.
36The half-portion of those whowent to war numbered 337,500 sheep;
37 the LORD’s tribute from the sheep was 675.
38The cattle numbered 36,000; the LORD’s tribute was 72.
39The donkeys were 30,500, of which the LORD’s tribute was 61.
40The people were 16,000, of which the LORD’s tribute was 32 people.
41 So Moses gave the tribute, which was the LORD’s raised offering, to Eleazar the

priest, as the LORD commandedMoses.
42From the Israelites’ half-share that Moses had separated from the fightingmen,
43 there were 337,500 sheep from the portion belonging to the community,
4436,000 cattle,
4530,500 donkeys,
46and 16,000 people.
47Fromthe Israelites’ shareMoses tookoneof everyfiftypeopleandanimals andgave

them to the Levites who were responsible for the care of the Lord’s tabernacle, just as
the LORD commandedMoses.

48Then the officers who were over the thousands of the army, the commanders over
thousands and the commanders over hundreds, approachedMoses

49 and said to him, “Your servants have taken a count of the men who were in the
battle, who were under our authority, and not one is missing.

50 So we have brought as an offering for the LORD what each man found: gold
ornaments, armlets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings, andnecklaces, tomakeatonement
for ourselves before the LORD.”

51 Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold from them, all of it in the form of
ornaments.

52 All the gold of the offering they offered up to the LORD from the commanders of
thousands and the commanders of hundreds weighed 16,750 shekels.

53Each soldier had taken plunder for himself.
54 So Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the commanders of

thousands and commanders of hundreds and brought it into the tent of meeting as a
memorial for the Israelites before the LORD.

32
1Now the Reubenites and the Gadites possessed a very large number of cattle. When

they saw that the lands of Jazer and Gilead were ideal for cattle,
2 the Gadites and the Reubenites came and addressed Moses, Eleazar the priest, and

the leaders of the community. They said,
3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon,
4 the land that the LORD subdued before the community of Israel, is ideal for cattle,

and your servants have cattle.”
5 So they said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your

servants for our inheritance. Do not have us cross the Jordan River.”
Moses’ Response

6Moses said to the Gadites and the Reubenites, “Must your brothers go to war while
you remain here?

7Whydo you frustrate the intent of the Israelites to cross over into the landwhich the
LORD has given them?

8 Your fathers did the same thing when I sent them from Kadesh Barnea to see the
land.

9When theywent up to the Eshcol Valley and saw the land, they frustrated the intent
of the Israelites so that they did not enter the land that the LORD had given them.
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10 So the anger of the LORD was kindled that day, and he swore,
11 ‘Because they have not followed me wholeheartedly, not one of the men twenty

years old and upward who came from Egypt will see the land that I swore to give to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,

12 except Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua son of Nun, for they
followed the LORD wholeheartedly.’

13 So the LORD’s anger was kindled against the Israelites, and he made them wander
in thewilderness for forty years, until all that generation that haddonewickedly before
the LORD was finished.

14Now look, you are standing in your fathers’ place, a brood of sinners, to increase
still further the fierce wrath of the LORD|strong="H3069" against the Israelites.

15 For if you turn away from following him, he will once again abandon them in the
wilderness, and you will be the reason for their destruction.”

The Offer of the Reubenites and Gadites
16Then they came very close to him and said, “Wewill build sheep folds here for our

flocks and cities for our families,
17 but we will maintain ourselves in armed readiness and go before the Israelites

until whenever we have brought them to their place. Our descendants will be living
in fortified towns as a protection against the inhabitants of the land.

18Wewill not return to our homes until every Israelite has his inheritance.
19 For we will not accept any inheritance on the other side of the Jordan River and

beyond, because our inheritance has come to us on this eastern side of the Jordan.”
20 Then Moses replied, “If you will do this thing, and if you will arm yourselves for

battle before the LORD,
21 and if all your armed men cross the Jordan before the LORD until he drives out his

enemies from his presence
22 and the land is subdued before the LORD, then afterward you may return and be

free of your obligation to the LORD and to Israel. This land will then be your possession
in the LORD’s sight.

23 “But if you do not do this, then look, you will have sinned against the LORD. And
know that your sin will find you out.

24So build cities for your descendants and pens for your sheep, but dowhat you have
said you would do.”

25 So the Gadites and the Reubenites replied to Moses, “Your servants will do as my
lord commands.

26Our children, our wives, our flocks, and all our livestock will be there in the cities
of Gilead,

27butyour servantswill crossover, everymanarmed forwar, todobattle in theLORD’s
presence, just as my lord says.”

28SoMoses gave orders about them to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua son of Nun, and to
the heads of the families of the Israelite tribes.

29Moses said to them: “If the Gadites and the Reubenites cross the Jordan with you,
eachoneequipped forbattle in theLORD’s presence, andyou conquer the land, thenyou
must allot them the territory of Gilead as their possession.

30But if they do not cross overwith you armed, theymust receive possessions among
you in Canaan.”

31 Then the Gadites and the Reubenites answered, “Your servants will do what the
LORD has spoken.
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32We will cross armed in the LORD’s presence into the land of Canaan, and then the
possession of our inheritance that we inherit will be ours on this side of the Jordan
River.”

Land Assignment
33SoMoses gave to the Gadites, the Reubenites, and to half the tribe of Manasseh son

of Joseph the realm of King Sihon of the Amorites, and the realm of King Og of Bashan,
the entire land with its cities and the territory surrounding them.

34The Gadites rebuilt Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer,
35Atroth Shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah,
36 Beth Nimrah, and Beth Haran as fortified cities, and constructed pens for their

flocks.
37The Reubenites rebuilt Heshbon, Elealeh, Kiriathaim,
38Nebo, Baal Meon (with a change of name), and Sibmah. They renamed the cities

they built.
39 The descendants of Machir son of Manasseh went to Gilead, took it, and dispos-

sessed the Amorites whowere in it.
40 SoMoses gave Gilead to Machir, son of Manasseh, and he lived there.
41Now Jair son of Manasseh went and captured their small towns and named them

Havvoth Jair.
42ThenNobahwent and capturedKenath and its villages and called it Nobah after his

own name.

33
1 These are the journeys of the Israelites, who went out of the land of Egypt by their

divisions under the authority of Moses and Aaron.
2Moses recorded their departures according to their journeys, by the commandment

of the LORD; now these are their journeys according to their departures.
3 They departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first

month; on the day after the Passover the Israelites went out defiantly in plain sight of
all the Egyptians.

4 Now the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had killed
among them; the LORD also executed judgments on their gods.

5The Israelites traveled from Rameses and camped in Succoth.
6 They traveled from Succoth, and camped in Etham, which is on the edge of the

wilderness.
7 They traveled from Etham, and turned again to Pi-hahiroth, which is before Baal-

Zephon; and they camped before Migdal.
8 They traveled from Pi-hahiroth, and passed through the middle of the sea into the

wilderness, and went three days’ journey in the wilderness of Etham, and camped in
Marah.

9 They traveled from Marah and came to Elim; in Elim there are twelve fountains of
water and seventy palm trees, so they camped there.

10They traveled from Elim, and camped by the Red Sea.
11They traveled from the Red Sea and camped in the wilderness of Zin.
12They traveled from the wilderness of Zin and camped in Dophkah.
13And they traveled from Dophkah, and camped in Alush.
14They traveled from Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for

the people to drink.
15They traveled from Rephidim and camped in the wilderness of Sinai.
Wanderings in theWilderness

16They traveled from the desert of Sinai and camped at Kibroth Hattaavah.
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17They traveled from Kibroth Hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth.
18They traveled fromHazeroth and camped in Rithmah.
19They traveled from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon-perez.
20They traveled from Rimmon-perez and camped in Libnah.
21They traveled from Libnah and camped at Rissah.
22They traveled from Rissah and camped in Kehelathah.
23They traveled from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher.
24They traveled fromMount Shepher and camped in Haradah.
25They traveled fromHaradah and camped inMakheloth.
26They traveled fromMakheloth and camped at Tahath.
27They traveled from Tahath and camped at Terah.
28They traveled from Terah and camped inMithcah.
29They traveled fromMithcah and camped in Hashmonah.
30They traveled fromHashmonah and camped inMoseroth.
31They traveled fromMoseroth and camped in Bene-jaakan.
32They traveled from Bene-jaakan and camped at Hor-haggidgad.
33They traveled fromHor-haggidgad and camped in Jotbathah.
34They traveled from Jotbathah and camped in Abronah.
35They traveled from Abronah and camped at Ezion-geber.
36 They traveled from Ezion-geber and camped in the wilderness of Zin, which is

Kadesh.
Wanderings fromKadesh toMoab

37 They traveled from Kadesh and camped in Mount Hor at the edge of the land of
Edom.

38 Aaron the priest ascended Mount Hor at the command of the LORD, and he died
there in the fortieth year after the Israelites had come out of the land of Egypt on the
first day of the fifthmonth.

39NowAaronwas 123 years old when he died inMount Hor.
40The king of Arad, the Canaanite king who lived in the south of the land of Canaan,

heard about the approach of the Israelites.
41They traveled fromMount Hor and camped in Zalmonah.
42They traveled from Zalmonah and camped in Punon.
43They traveled from Punon and camped in Oboth.
44They traveled fromOboth and camped in Iye-abarim, on the border of Moab.
45They traveled from Iim and camped in Dibon-gad.
46They traveled from Dibon-gad and camped in Almon-diblathaim.
47 They traveled from Almon-diblathaim and camped in the mountains of Abarim

before Nebo.
48They traveled from themountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of Moab by

the Jordan River across from Jericho.
49They campedby the Jordan, fromBeth-jeshimothas far asAbel-shittim in theplains

of Moab.
At the Border of Canaan

50The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.
He said:

51 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When you have crossed the Jordan into the
land of Canaan,

52 you must drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you. Destroy all their
carved images, all their molten images, and demolish their high places.
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53 You must dispossess the inhabitants of the land and live in it, for I have given you
the land to possess it.

54Youmust divide the land by lot for an inheritance among your families. To a larger
groupyoumust givea larger inheritance, and toa smaller groupyoumust givea smaller
inheritance. Everyone’s inheritance must be in the place where his lot falls. You must
inherit according to your ancestral tribes.

55But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land before you, then thosewhom
youallow to remainwill be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your side, andwill cause
you trouble in the land where you will be living.

56Andwhat I intended to do to them I will do to you.”

34
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses:
2 “Give these instructions to the Israelites, and tell them: ‘When you enter Canaan,

the land that has been assigned to you as an inheritance, the land of Canaan with its
borders,

3 your southern border will extend from the wilderness of Zin along the Edomite
border, and your southern border will run eastward to the extremity of the Salt Sea,

4and then the borderwill turn from the south to the ScorpionAscent, continue to Zin,
and then its direction will be from the south to Kadesh Barnea. Then it will go to Hazar
Addar and pass over to Azmon.

5There the border will turn fromAzmon to the Brook of Egypt, and then its direction
is to the sea.

TheWestern Border of the Land
6 “‘And for a western border you will have the Great Sea. This will be your western

border.
The Northern Border of the Land

7 “‘And this will be your northern border: From the Great Sea you will draw a line to
Mount Hor;

8 fromMountHoryouwill drawa line toLeboHamath, and thedirectionof theborder
will be to Zedad.

9 The border will continue to Ziphron, and its direction will be to Hazar Enan. This
will be your northern border.

The Eastern Border of the Land
10 “‘For your eastern border you will draw a line fromHazar Enan to Shepham.
11The border will run down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain, and the

border will descend and reach the eastern side of the Sea of Chinnereth.
12Then the borderwill continue down the JordanRiver and its directionwill be to the

Salt Sea. This will be your land by its borders that surround it.’ ”
13 Then Moses commanded the Israelites: “This is the land which you will inherit by

lot, which the LORD has commanded to be given to the nine and a half tribes,
14because the tribeof theReubenites by their families, the tribeof theGadites by their

families, and half of the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance.
15The two and a half tribes have received their inheritance on this side of the Jordan,

east of Jericho, toward the sunrise.”
Appointed Officials

16The LORD said to Moses:
17 “These are the names of the men who are to allocate the land to you as an

inheritance: Eleazar the priest and Joshua son of Nun.
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18 You must take one leader from every tribe to assist in allocating the land as an
inheritance.

19These are the names of themen: from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh;
20 from the tribe of the Simeonites, Shemuel son of Ammihud;
21 from the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad son of Kislon;
22and from the tribe of the Danites, a leader, Bukki son of Jogli.
23From the Josephites, Hanniel son of Ephod, a leader from the tribe of Manasseh;
24 from the tribe of the Ephraimites, a leader, Kemuel son of Shiphtan;
25 from the tribe of the Zebulunites, a leader, Elizaphan son of Parnach;
26 from the tribe of the Issacharites, a leader, Paltiel son of Azzan;
27 from the tribe of the Asherites, a leader, Ahihud son of Shelomi;
28and from the tribe of the Naphtalites, a leader, Pedahel son of Ammihud.”
29These are the oneswhom theLORD commanded to divideup the inheritance among

the Israelites in the land of Canaan.

35
1Then the LORD spoke to Moses in the Moabite plains by the Jordan near Jericho. He

said:
2 “Instruct the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live in from the inheritance the

Israelites will possess. Youmust also give the Levites grazing land around the towns.
3Thus they will have towns in which to live, and their grazing lands will be for their

cattle, for their possessions, and for all their animals.
4The grazing lands around the towns that you will give to the Levites must extend to

a distance of 500 yards from the townwall.
5 “Youmustmeasure fromoutside thewall of the townon the east 1,000 yards, and on

the south side 1,000 yards, and on thewest side 1,000 yards, and on the north side 1,000
yards, with the town in the middle. This territory must belong to them as grazing land
for the towns.

6Now from these towns that you will give to the Levites you must select six towns of
refuge to which a person who has killed someone may flee. And you must give them
forty-two other towns.

7 “So the total of the towns youwill give the Levites is forty-eight. Youmust give these
together with their grazing lands.

8The townsyouwill givemustbe fromthepossessionof the Israelites. Fromthe larger
tribes you must give more; and from the smaller tribes fewer. Each must contribute
some of its own towns to the Levites in proportion to the inheritance allocated to each.

The Cities of Refuge
9Then the LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Moses:
10 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them, ‘When you cross over the Jordan River into

the land of Canaan,
11youmust then designate some towns as towns of refuge for you, to which a person

who has killed someone unintentionally may flee.
12 And they must stand as your towns of refuge from the avenger in order that the

killer may not die until he has stood trial before the community.
13These towns that youmust give shall be your six towns for refuge.
14“Youmust give three townson this sideof the Jordan, andyoumust give three towns

in the land of Canaan; theymust be towns of refuge.
15These six townswill be places of refuge for the Israelites, and for the foreigner, and

for the settler among them, so that anyone who kills any person accidentally may flee
there.
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16 “But if he hits someone with an iron tool so that he dies, he is a murderer. The
murderer must surely be put to death.

17 If he strikes himby throwing a stone large enough that he could die, and he dies, he
is a murderer. Themurderer must surely be put to death.

18Or if he strikes him with a wooden hand weapon so that he could die, and he dies,
he is a murderer. Themurderer must surely be put to death.

19The avenger of blood himself must kill themurderer; when hemeets him, hemust
kill him.

20 “But if he strikes himout of hatred or throws something at him intentionally so that
he dies,

21 or with enmity he strikes him with his hand and he dies, the one who struck him
must surely be put to death, for he is a murderer. The avenger of blood must kill the
murderer when hemeets him.

22 “But if he strikes him suddenly, without enmity, or throws anything at him
unintentionally,

23 or with any stone large enough that a man could die, without seeing him, and
throws it at him, and he dies, even though he was not his enemy nor sought his harm,

24 then the community must judge between the slayer and the avenger of blood
according to these decisions.

25The communitymust deliver the slayer out of the hand of the avenger of blood, and
the communitymust restorehim to the townof refuge towhichhefled, andhemust live
there until the death of the high priest, who was anointed with the consecrated oil.

26But if the slayer at any time goes outside the boundary of the town towhich he had
fled,

27 and the avenger of blood finds him outside the borders of the town of refuge, and
the avenger of blood kills the slayer, he will not be guilty of blood,

28 because the slayer should have stayed in his town of refuge until the death of the
high priest. But after the death of the high priest, the slayer may return to the land of
his possessions.

29So these thingsmust be a statutory ordinance for you throughout your generations,
in all the places where you live.

30 “Whoever kills any person, the murderer must be put to death by the testimony of
witnesses; but one witness cannot testify against any person to cause him to be put to
death.

31Moreover, you must not accept a ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of
death; hemust surely be put to death.

32And you must not accept a ransom for anyone who has fled to a town of refuge, to
allow him to return home and live on his own land before the death of the high priest.

33 “You must not pollute the land where you live, for blood defiles the land, and the
land cannot be cleansedof theblood that is shed there, except by thebloodof theperson
who shed it.

34Therefore do not defile the land that youwill inhabit, in which I live, for I the LORD
live among the Israelites.”

36
1Then the heads of the family groups of the Gileadites, the descendant of Machir, the

descendant ofManasseh, whowere from the Josephite families, approached and spoke
before Moses and the leaders whowere the heads of the Israelite families.

2They said, “TheLORD commandedmy lord to give the land as an inheritance by lot to
the Israelites; and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of our
brother Zelophehad to his daughters.
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3 Now if they should be married to one of the men from another Israelite tribe,
their inheritance would be taken from the inheritance of our fathers and added to the
inheritance of the tribe into which they marry. As a result, it will be taken from the lot
of our inheritance.

4Andwhen the Jubilee of the Israelites is to take place, their inheritancewill be added
to the inheritance of the tribe into which theymarry. So their inheritance will be taken
away from the inheritance of our ancestral tribe.”

Moses’Decision
5Then Moses gave a ruling to the Israelites by the word of the LORD: “What the tribe

of the Josephites is saying is right.
6This iswhat the LORD has commanded for Zelophehad’s daughters: ‘Let themmarry

whomever they think best, only they must marry within the family of their father’s
tribe.

7 In thisway the inheritanceof the Israeliteswill not be transferred fromtribe to tribe.
But every one of the Israelites must retain the ancestral heritage.

8 And every daughter who possesses an inheritance from any of the tribes of the
Israelites must become the wife of a man from any family in her father’s tribe, so that
every Israelite may retain the inheritance of his fathers.

9 No inheritance may pass from tribe to tribe. But every one of the tribes of the
Israelites must retain its inheritance.”

10As the LORD|strong="H3069" had commandedMoses, so the daughters of Zelophe-
had did.

11For thedaughters of Zelophehad –Mahlah, Tirzah,Hoglah,Milcah, andNoah –were
married to the sons of their uncles.

12Theyweremarried into the familiesof theManassehites, thedescendantsof Joseph,
and their inheritance remained in the tribe of their father’s family.

13 These are the commandments and the decisions that the LORD commanded the
Israelites through the authority of Moses, on the plains of Moab by the Jordan River
opposite Jericho.



Deuteronomy 1:1 216 Deuteronomy 1:20

Deuteronomy

The Covenant Setting
1This is what Moses said to the assembly of Israel in the Transjordanian wastelands,

the arid country opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di
Zahab

2Now it is ordinarily an eleven-day journey fromHoreb to Kadesh Barnea by way of
Mount Seir.

3However, it was not until the first day of the eleventhmonth of the fortieth year that
Moses addressed the Israelites just as the LORD had instructed him to do.

4This took place after the defeat of King Sihon of the Amorites, whose capital was in
Heshbon, and King Og of Bashan, whose capital was in Ashtaroth, specifically in Edrei.

5 So it was in the Transjordan, in Moab, that Moses began to deliver these words:

Events at Horeb
6The LORD our God spoke to us at Horeb and said, “You have stayed in the area of this

mountain long enough.
7 Get up now, resume your journey, heading for the Amorite hill country, to all its

areas including the arid country, the highlands, the Shephelah, the Negev, and the
coastal plain –all of CanaanandLebanonas far as theGreat River, that is, theEuphrates.

8 Look! I have already given the land to you. Go, occupy the territory that I, the
LORD, promised to give to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to their
descendants.”

9 I also said to you at that time, “I am no longer able to sustain you bymyself.
10The LORD your God has increased your population to the point that you are now as

numerous as the very stars of the sky.
11 Indeed, may the LORD, the God of your ancestors, make you a thousand timesmore

numerous than you are now, blessing you just as he said he would!
12But how can I alone bear up under the burden of your hardship and strife?
13 Select wise and practical men, those known among your tribes, whom I may

appoint as your leaders.”
14You replied to me that what I had said to you was good.
15 So I chose as your tribal leaders wise and well-knownmen, placing them over you

as administrators of groups of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, and also as other
tribal officials.

16 I furthermore admonished your judges at that time that they should pay attention
to issues among your fellow citizens and judge fairly, whether between one citizen and
another or a citizen and a resident foreigner.

17Theymust not discriminate in judgment, but hear the lowly and the great alike. Nor
should theybe intimidatedbyhumanbeings, for judgment belongs toGod. If thematter
being adjudicated is too difficult for them, they should bring it beforeme for a hearing.

Instructions at Kadesh Barnea
18 So I instructed you at that time regarding everything you should do.
19 Then we left Horeb and passed through all that immense, forbidding wilderness

that you saw on the way to the Amorite hill country as the LORD our God had com-
manded us to do, finally arriving at Kadesh Barnea.

20Then I said to you, “You have come to the Amorite hill country which the LORD our
God is about to give us.
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21Look, he has placed the land in front of you! Go up, take possession of it, just as the
LORD, the God of your ancestors, said to do. Do not be afraid or discouraged!”

22 So all of you approached me and said, “Let’s send some men ahead of us to scout
out the land and bring us back word as to how we should attack it and what the cities
are like there.”

23 I thought thiswas a good idea, so I sent twelvemen fromamong you, one fromeach
tribe.

24 They left and went up to the hill country, coming to the Eshcol Valley, which they
scouted out.

25Then they took someof the produce of the landand carried it backdown tous. They
also brought a report to us, saying, “The land that the LORD our God is about to give us
is good.”

Disobedience at Kadesh Barnea
26Youwere not willing to go up, however, but instead rebelled against the LORD your

God.
27You complained among yourselves privately and said, “Because the LORD hates us

he brought us from Egypt to deliver us over to the Amorites so they could destroy us!
28What is going to happen to us? Our brothers have drained away our courage by

describing people who are more numerous and taller than we are, and great cities
whose defenses appear to be as high as heaven itself! Moreover, they said they saw
Anakites there.”

29 So I responded to you, “Do not be terrified of them!
30The LORD your God is about to go ahead of you; hewill fight for you, just as you saw

him do in Egypt
31and in the desert, where you sawhim carrying you along like aman carries his son.

This he did everywhere you went until you came to this very place.”
32However, through all this you did not have confidence in the LORD your God,
33 the one who was constantly going before you to find places for you to set up camp.

He appeared by fire at night and cloud by day, to show you the way you ought to go.
Judgment at Kadesh Barnea

34When the LORD heard you, he became angry andmade this vow:
35 “Not a single person of this evil generationwill see the good land that I promised to

give to your ancestors!
36 The exception is Caleb son of Jephunneh; he will see it and I will give him and

his descendants the territory on which he has walked, because he has wholeheartedly
followedme.”

37As forme, the LORDwas also angrywithme on your account. He said, “You alsowill
not be able to go there.

38However, Joshua son of Nun, your assistant, will go. Encourage him, because he
will enable Israel to inherit the land.

39Also, your infants, who you thought would die on the way, and your children, who
as yet do not know good from bad, will go there; I will give them the land and they will
possess it.

40But as for you, turn back and head for the desert by the way to the Red Sea.”
Unsuccessful Conquest of Canaan

41 Then you responded to me and admitted, “We have sinned against the LORD. We
will now go up and fight as the LORD our God has told us to do.” So you each put on your
battle gear and prepared to go up to the hill country.

42But the LORD told me: “Tell them this: ‘Do not go up and fight, because I will not be
with you and youwill be defeated by your enemies.’ ”
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43 I spoke to you, but you did not listen. Instead you rebelled against the LORD and
recklessly went up to the hill country.

44The Amorite inhabitants of that area confronted you and chased you like a swarm
of bees, striking you down from Seir as far as Hormah.

45 Then you came back and wept before the LORD, but he paid no attention to you
whatsoever.

46Therefore, you remained at Kadesh for a long time – indeed, for the full time.

2
1Thenwe turned and set out toward the desert land on the way to the Red Sea just as

the LORD told me to do, detouring aroundMount Seir for a long time.
2At this point the LORD said to me,
3 “You have circled around this mountain long enough; now turn north.
4 Instruct these people as follows: ‘You are about to cross the border of your relatives

the descendants of Esau, who inhabit Seir. They will be afraid of you, so watch
yourselves carefully.

5 Do not be hostile toward them, because I am not giving you any of their land, not
even a footprint, for I have givenMount Seir as an inheritance for Esau.

6Youmay purchase food to eat and water to drink from them.
7All along the way I, the LORD your God, have blessed your every effort. I have been

attentive to your travels through this great wasteland. These forty years I have been
with you; you have lacked for nothing.’ ”

8 So we turned away from our relatives the descendants of Esau, the inhabitants of
Seir, turning from the desert route, from Elat and Ezion Geber, and traveling theway of
theMoabwastelands.

9 Then the LORD said to me, “Do not harass Moab and provoke them to war, for I will
not give you any of their land as your territory. This is because I have given Ar to the
descendants of Lot as their possession.

10 (The Emites used to live there, a people as powerful, numerous, and tall as the
Anakites.

11These people, as well as the Anakites, are also considered Rephaites; the Moabites
call them Emites.

12 Previously the Horites lived in Seir but the descendants of Esau dispossessed and
destroyed themand settled in their place, just as Israel did to the land it came to possess,
the land the LORD gave them.)

13Now, get up and cross theWadi Zered.” So we did so.
14Now the length of time it took for us to go from Kadesh Barnea to the crossing of

Wadi Zered was thirty-eight years, time for all the military men of that generation to
die, just as the LORD had vowed to them.

15 Indeed, itwas theveryhandof theLORD that eliminated themfromwithin the camp
until they were all gone.

Instructions Concerning Ammon
16 So it was that after all the military men had been eliminated from the community,
17 the LORD said to me,
18 “Today you are going to cross the border of Moab, that is, of Ar.
19Butwhenyou comeclose to theAmmonites, donot harass or provoke thembecause

I amnot giving you any of theAmmonites’ land as your possession; I have already given
it to Lot’s descendants as their possession.

20 (That also is considered to be a land of the Rephaites. The Rephaites lived there
originally; the Ammonites call them Zamzummites.
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21 They are a people as powerful, numerous, and tall as the Anakites. But the LORD
destroyed the Rephaites in advance of the Ammonites, so they dispossessed them and
settled down in their place.

22 This is exactly what he did for the descendants of Esau who lived in Seir when he
destroyed theHorites before them so that they could dispossess themand settle in their
area to this very day.

23 As for the Avvites who lived in settlements as far west as Gaza, Caphtorites who
came from Crete destroyed them and settled down in their place.)

24Get up, make your way acrossWadi Arnon. Look! I have already delivered over to
you Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land. Go ahead! Take it! Engage him
in war!

25This very day I will begin to fill all the people of the earth with dread and to terrify
them when they hear about you. They will shiver and shake in anticipation of your
approach.”

Defeat of Sihon, King of Heshbon
26 Then I sent messengers from the Kedemoth Desert to King Sihon of Heshbon with

an offer of peace:
27 “Let me pass through your land; I will keep strictly to the roadway. I will not turn

aside to the right or the left.
28 Sell me food for cash so that I can eat and sell me water to drink. Just allow me to

go through on foot,
29 just as the descendants of Esauwho live at Seir and theMoabites who live in Ar did

for me, until I cross the Jordan to the land the LORD our God is giving us.”
30But King Sihon of Heshbonwas unwilling to allow us to pass near him because the

LORD our God hadmade him obstinate and stubborn so that he might deliver him over
to you this very day.

31 The LORD said to me, “Look! I have already begun to give over Sihon and his land
to you. Start right now to take his land as your possession.”

32When Sihon and all his troops emerged to encounter us in battle at Jahaz,
33 the LORD our God delivered him over to us andwe struck him down, alongwith his

sons and everyone else.
34 At that time we seized all his cities and put every one of them under divine

judgment, including even the women and children; we left no survivors.
35We kept only the livestock and plunder from the cities for ourselves.
36 From Aroer, which is at the edge of Wadi Arnon (it is the city in the wadi), all the

way to Gilead there was not a town able to resist us – the LORD our God gave them all to
us.

37However, you did not approach the land of the Ammonites, the Wadi Jabbok, the
cities of the hill country, or any place else forbidden by the LORD our God.

3
1Next we set out on the route to Bashan, but King Og of Bashan and his whole army

came out to meet us in battle at Edrei.
2The LORD, however, said tome, “Don’t be afraid of him because I have already given

him, his whole army, and his land to you. You will do to him exactly what you did to
King Sihon of the Amorites who lived in Heshbon.”

3So theLORDourGoddid indeedgiveover tousKingOgofBashanandhiswhole army
andwe struck them down until not a single survivor was left.

4We captured all his cities at that time – there was not a town we did not take from
them – sixty cities, all the region of Argob, the dominion of Og in Bashan.
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5 All of these cities were fortified by high walls, gates, and locking bars; in addition
there were a great many open villages.

6 We put all of these under divine judgment just as we had done to King Sihon of
Heshbon – every occupied city, including women and children.

7But all the livestock and plunder from the cities we kept for ourselves.
8 So at that time we took the land of the two Amorite kings in the Transjordan from

Wadi Arnon toMount Hermon
9 (the Sidonians call Hermon Sirion and the Amorites call it Senir),
10 all the cities of the plateau, all of Gilead and Bashan as far as Salecah and Edrei,

cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
11Only King Og of Bashan was left of the remaining Rephaites. (It is noteworthy that

his sarcophagus was made of iron. Does it not, indeed, still remain in Rabbath of the
Ammonites? It is thirteen and a half feet long and six feet wide according to standard
measure.)

Distribution of the Transjordanian Allotments
12This is the landwe brought under our control at that time: The territory extending

from Aroer by the Wadi Arnon and half the Gilead hill country with its cities I gave to
the Reubenites and Gadites.

13 The rest of Gilead and all of Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to half the tribe of
Manasseh. (All the region of Argob, that is, all Bashan, is called the land of Rephaim.

14 Jair, son of Manasseh, took all the Argob region as far as the border with the
Geshurites and Maacathites (namely Bashan) and called it by his name, Havvoth-Jair,
which it retains to this very day.)

15 I gave Gilead to Machir.
16To the Reubenites andGadites I allocated the territory extending fromGilead as far

as Wadi Arnon (the exact middle of the wadi was a boundary) all the way to the Wadi
Jabbok, the Ammonite border.

17The Arabah and the Jordan River were also a border, from the sea of Chinnereth to
the sea of the Arabah (that is, the Salt Sea), beneath the watershed of Pisgah to the east.

Instructions to the Transjordanian Tribes
18 At that time I instructed you as follows: “The LORD your God has given you this

land for your possession. You warriors are to cross over before your fellow Israelites
equipped for battle.

19 But your wives, children, and livestock (of which I know you have many) may
remain in the cities I have given you.

20Youmust fight until the LORD gives your countrymen victory as he did you and they
takepossessionof the land that theLORDyourGod is giving themon the other side of the
Jordan River. Then each of youmay return to his own territory that I have given you.”

21 I also commanded Joshua at the same time, “You have seen everything the LORD
your God did to these two kings; he will do the same to all the kingdoms where you are
going.

22Do not be afraid of them, for the LORD your Godwill personally fight for you.”
Denial toMoses of the Promised Land

23Moreover, at that time I pleaded with the LORD,
24 “O, Lord GOD, you have begun to showme your greatness and strength. (What god

in heaven or earth can rival your works andmighty deeds?)
25Letme please cross over to see the good land on the other side of the Jordan River –

this good hill country and the Lebanon!”
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26But the LORD was angry at me because of you and would not listen to me. Instead,
he said to me, “Enough of that! Do not speak to me anymore about this matter.

27Go up to the top of Pisgah and take a good look to the west, north, south, and east,
for you will not be allowed to cross the Jordan.

28Commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, because hewill lead these
people over and will enable them to inherit the land youwill see.”

29 So we settled down in the valley opposite Beth Peor.

4
1Now, Israel, pay attention to the statutes and ordinances I am about to teach you, so

that youmight live and go on to enter and take possession of the land that the LORD, the
God of your ancestors, is giving you.

2Donot add a thing towhat I commandyounor subtract from it, so that youmaykeep
the commandments of the LORD your God that I am delivering to you.

3 You have witnessed what the LORD| strong="H3069" did at Baal Peor, how he
eradicated from yourmidst everyone who followed Baal Peor.

4But you who remained faithful to the LORD your God are still alive to this very day,
every one of you.

5Look! I have taught you statutes and ordinances just as the LORDmy God told me to
do, so that youmight carry them out in the land you are about to enter and possess.

6 So be sure to do them, because this will testify of your wise understanding to the
people who will learn of all these statutes and say, “Indeed, this great nation is a very
wise people.”

7 In fact, what other great nation has a god so near to them like the LORD our God
whenever we call on him?

8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this whole law
that I am about to share with you today?

Reminder of the Horeb Covenant
9Again, however, pay very careful attention, lest you forget the things you have seen

and disregard them for the rest of your life; instead teach them to your children and
grandchildren.

10 You stood before the LORD your God at Horeb and he said to me, “Assemble the
people before me so that I can tell themmy commands. Then they will learn to revere
me all the days they live in the land, and they will instruct their children.”

11You approached and stood at the foot of themountain, amountain ablaze to the sky
above it and yet dark with a thick cloud.

12Then the LORD spoke to you from the middle of the fire; you heard speech but you
could not see anything – only a voice was heard.

13 And he revealed to you the covenant he has commanded you to keep, the ten
commandments, writing them on two stone tablets.

14Moreover, at that same time the LORD commanded me to teach you statutes and
ordinances for you to keep in the land which you are about to enter and possess.

The Nature of Israel’s God
15Be very careful, then, because you sawno form at the time the LORD spoke to you at

Horeb from themiddle of the fire.
16 I say this so youwill not corrupt yourselves bymaking an image in the form of any

kind of figure. This includes the likeness of a humanmale or female,
17any kind of land animal, any bird that flies in the sky,
18anything that crawls on the ground, or any fish in the deep waters of the earth.
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19When you look up to the sky and see the sun,moon, and stars – thewhole heavenly
creation – you must not be seduced to worship and serve them, for the LORD your God
has assigned them to all the people of the world.

20 You, however, the LORD has selected and brought from Egypt, that iron-smelting
furnace, to be his special people as you are today.

21But the LORD became angry with me because of you and vowed that I would never
cross the Jordan nor enter the good land that he is about to give you.

22 So I must die here in this land; I will not cross the Jordan. But you are going over
and will possess that good land.

23Be on guard so that you do not forget the covenant of the LORD your God that he has
madewith you, and that you do notmake an image of any kind, just as he has forbidden
you.

24For the LORD your God is a consuming fire; he is a jealous God.

Threat and Blessing following Covenant Disobedience
25After you have produced children and grandchildren and have been in the land a

long time, if youbecomecorrupt andmakean imageof anykindanddoother evil things
before the LORD your God that enrage him,

26 I invoke heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that you will surely and
swiftly be removed from the very land you are about to cross the Jordan to possess. You
will not last long there because you will surely be annihilated.

27Then the LORDwill scatter you among the peoples and therewill be very few of you
among the nations where the LORD will drive you.

28 There you will worship gods made by human hands – wood and stone that can
neither see, hear, eat, nor smell.

29But if you seek the LORD your God from there, youwill find him, if, indeed, you seek
himwith all your heart and soul.

30 In your distresswhen all these things happen to you in the latter days, if you return
to the LORD your God and obey him

31 (for he is a merciful God), he will not let you down or destroy you, for he cannot
forget the covenant with your ancestors that he confirmed by oath to them.

The Uniqueness of Israel’s God
32 Indeed, ask about the distant past, starting from the day God created humankind

on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether there has ever been
such a great thing as this, or even a rumor of it.

33Have a people ever heard the voice of God speaking from themiddle of fire, as you
yourselves have, and lived to tell about it?

34Or has God ever before tried to deliver a nation from themiddle of another nation,
accompanied by judgments, signs, wonders, war, strength, power, and other very
terrifying things like the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes?

35You have been taught that the LORD alone is God – there is no other besides him.
36Fromheaven he spoke to you in order to teach you, and on earth he showed you his

great fire fromwhich you also heard his words.
37 Moreover, because he loved your ancestors, he chose their descendants who

followed them and personally brought you out of Egypt with his great power
38 to dispossess nations greater and stronger than you and brought you here this day

to give you their land as your property.
39 Today realize and carefully consider that the LORD is God in heaven above and on

earth below – there is no other!
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40Keep his statutes and commandments that I am setting forth today so that itmay go
well with you and your descendants and that you may enjoy longevity in the land that
the LORD your God is about to give you as a permanent possession.

The Narrative Concerning Cities of Refuge
41ThenMoses selected three cities in the Transjordan, toward the east.
42 Anyone who accidentally killed someone without hating him at the time of the

accident could flee to one of those cities and be safe.
43 These cities are Bezer, in the desert plateau, for the Reubenites; Ramoth in Gilead

for the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan for theManassehites.
The Setting and Introduction of the Covenant

44This is the law that Moses set before the Israelites.
45 These are the stipulations, statutes, and ordinances that Moses spoke to the

Israelites after he had brought them out of Egypt,
46 in the Transjordan, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, in the land of King Sihon of the

Amorites, who lived in Heshbon. (It is he whomMoses and the Israelites attacked after
they came out of Egypt.

47Theypossessedhis landand that ofKingOgofBashan –bothofwhomwereAmorite
kings in the Transjordan, to the east.

48Their territory extended fromAroer at the edge of the Arnon valley as far asMount
Siyon – that is, Hermon –

49 including all the Arabah of the Transjordan in the east to the sea of the Arabah,
beneath the watershed of Pisgah.)

5
1Then Moses called all the people of Israel together and said to them: “Listen, Israel,

to the statutes and ordinances that I am about to deliver to you today; learn them and
be careful to keep them!

2The LORD our Godmade a covenant with us at Horeb.
3Hedidnotmake this covenantwithourancestorsbutwithus,wewhoarehere today,

all of us living now.
4The LORD spoke face to face with you at themountain, from themiddle of the fire.
5 (I was standing between the LORD and you at that time to reveal to you the message

of the LORD, because youwere afraid of the fire andwould not go up themountain.) He
said:

The Ten Commandments
6 “I am the LORD your God, hewho brought you from the land of Egypt, from the place

of slavery.
7Youmust not have any other gods besides me.
8 You must not make for yourself an image of anything in heaven above, on earth

below, or in the waters beneath.
9 You must not worship or serve them, for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God. I

punish the sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons for the sin of the fathers who reject
me,

10 but I show covenant faithfulness to the thousands who choose me and keep my
commandments.

11 You must not make use of the name of the LORD your God for worthless purposes,
for the LORD will not exonerate anyone who abuses his name that way.

12 Be careful to observe the Sabbath day just as the LORD your God has commanded
you.

13You are to work and do all your tasks in six days,
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14but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. On that day youmust not
do anywork, you, your son, your daughter, yourmale slave, your female slave, your ox,
your donkey, any other animal, or the foreigner who lives with you, so that your male
and female slaves, like yourself, may have rest.

15Recall that youwere slaves in the land of Egypt and that the LORD yourGodbrought
you out of there by strength and power. That iswhy the LORD yourGodhas commanded
you to observe the Sabbath day.

16Honor your father and yourmother just as the LORD your God has commanded you
to do, so that your days may be extended and that it may go well with you in the land
that he is about to give you.

17Youmust not murder.
18Youmust not commit adultery.
19Youmust not steal.
20Youmust not offer false testimony against another.
21You must not desire another man’s wife, nor should you crave his house, his field,

his male and female servants, his ox, his donkey, or anything else he owns.”

The Narrative of the Sinai Revelation and Israel’s Response
22TheLORD said these things to your entire assemblyat themountain fromthemiddle

of the fire, the cloud, and the darkness with a loud voice, and that was all he said. Then
he inscribed the words on two stone tablets and gave them tome.

23Then,when youheard the voice from themidst of the darknesswhile themountain
was ablaze, all your tribal leaders and elders approachedme.

24You said, “The LORD our God has shown us his great glory and we have heard him
speak from the middle of the fire. It is now clear to us that God can speak to human
beings and they can keep on living.

25But now, why should we die, because this intense fire will consume us! If we keep
hearing the voice of the LORD our Godwewill die!

26Who is there from the entire human racewho has heard the voice of the living God
speaking from themiddle of the fire as we have, and has lived?

27 You go near so that you can hear everything the LORD our God is saying and then
you can tell us whatever he says to you; then wewill pay attention and do it.”

28When the LORD heard you speaking to me, he said to me, “I have heard what these
people have said to you – they have spokenwell.

29 If only it would really be their desire to fearme and obey all my commandments in
the future, so that it may go well with them and their descendants forever.

30Go and tell them, ‘Return to your tents!’
31But as for you, remain herewithme so I can declare to you all the commandments,

statutes, and ordinances that you are to teach them, so that they can carry them out in
the land I am about to give them.”

32Be careful, therefore, to do exactly what the LORD your God has commanded you;
do not turn right or left!

33Walk just as he has commanded you so that you may live, that it may go well with
you, and that youmay live long in the land you are going to possess.

6
1Now these are the commandments, statutes, and ordinances that the LORD yourGod

instructed me to teach you so that you may carry them out in the land where you are
headed
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2and that youmay so revere the LORD your God that youwill keep all his statutes and
commandments that I am giving you – you, your children, and your grandchildren – all
your lives, to prolong your days.

3Pay attention, Israel, andbe careful to do this so that itmay gowellwith you and that
you may increase greatly in number – as the LORD, God of your ancestors, said to you,
you will have a land flowing withmilk and honey.

The Essence of the Covenant Principles
4Listen, Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!
5You must love the LORD your God with your whole mind, your whole being, and all

your strength.

Exhortation to Teach the Covenant Principles
6These words I am commanding you todaymust be kept in mind,
7andyoumust teach themtoyour childrenandspeakof themasyou sit inyourhouse,

as you walk along the road, as you lie down, and as you get up.
8You should tie them as a reminder on your forearm and fasten them as symbols on

your forehead.
9 Inscribe them on the doorframes of your houses and gates.

Exhortation toWorship the LORD Exclusively
10 Then when the LORD your God brings you to the land he promised your ancestors

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to give you – a land with large, fine cities you did not build,
11houses filled with choice things you did not accumulate, hewn out cisterns you did

not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant – and you eat your fill,
12be careful not to forget theLORDwhobrought youout of Egypt, that place of slavery.
13Youmust revere the LORD your God, serve him, and take oaths using only his name.
14Youmust not go after other gods, those of the surrounding peoples,
15 for the LORD your God, who is present among you, is a jealous God and his anger

will erupt against you and remove you from the land.

Exhortation to Obey the LORD Exclusively
16Youmust not put the LORD your God to the test as you did at Massah.
17Keep his commandments very carefully, as well as the stipulations and statutes he

commanded you to observe.
18Dowhatever is proper and goodbefore the LORD so that itmay gowellwith you and

that youmay enter and occupy the good land that he promised your ancestors,
19and that youmay drive out all your enemies just as the LORD said.

Exhortation to Remember the Past
20 When your children ask you later on, “What are the stipulations, statutes, and

ordinances that the LORD our God commanded you?”
21youmust say to them, “Wewere Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt, but the LORD brought us

out of Egypt in a powerful way.
22Andhe brought signs and great, devastatingwonders on Egypt, on Pharaoh, and on

his whole family before our very eyes.
23He delivered us from there so that he could give us the land he had promised our

ancestors.
24The LORD commanded us to obey all these statutes and to revere him so that it may

always go well for us and hemay preserve us, as he has to this day.
25Wewill be innocent if we carefully keep all these commandments before the LORD

our God, just as he demands.”
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7
1 When the LORD your God brings you to the land that you are going to occupy

and forces out many nations before you – Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites,
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, sevennationsmorenumerous andpowerful than you
–

2 and he delivers them over to you and you attack them, you must utterly annihilate
them. Make no treaty with them and show them nomercy!

3Youmust not intermarrywith them. Donot give your daughters to their sons or take
their daughters for your sons,

4 for theywill turn your sons away fromme toworship other gods. Then the anger of
the LORD will erupt against you and he will quickly destroy you.

5 Instead, this is what you must do to them: You must tear down their altars, shatter
their sacred pillars, cut down their sacred Asherah poles, and burn up their idols.

6For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. He has chosen you to be his people,
prized above all others on the face of the earth.

The Basis of Israel’s Election
7 It is not because you were more numerous than all the other peoples that the LORD

favored and chose you – for in fact you were the least numerous of all peoples.
8Rather it isbecauseofhis love foryouandhis faithfulness to thepromisehesolemnly

vowed to your ancestors that the LORD brought you out with great power, redeeming
you from the place of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9 So realize that the LORD your God is the true God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant faithfully with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a
thousand generations,

10but who pays back those who hate him as they deserve and destroys them. He will
not ignore those who hate him but will repay them as they deserve!

11So keep the commandments, statutes, and ordinances that I today amcommanding
you to do.

Promises of Good for Covenant Obedience
12 If you obey these ordinances and are careful to do them, the LORD your God will

faithfully keep covenant with you as he promised your ancestors.
13 He will love and bless you, and make you numerous. He will bless you with

many children, with the produce of your soil, your grain, your new wine, your oil, the
offspring of your oxen, and the youngof yourflocks in the landwhichhepromised your
ancestors to give you.

14 You will be blessed beyond all peoples; there will be no barrenness among you or
your livestock.

15The LORDwill protect you from all sickness, and youwill not experience any of the
terrible diseases that you knew in Egypt; instead he will inflict them on all those who
hate you.

Exhortation to Destroy Canaanite Paganism
16Youmust destroy all the peoplewhom the LORD your God is about to deliver over to

you; youmust not pity them or worship their gods, for that will be a snare to you.
17 If you think, “These nations are more numerous than I – how can I dispossess

them?”
18 you must not fear them. You must carefully recall what the LORD your God did to

Pharaoh and all Egypt,
19 the great judgments you saw, the signs and wonders, the strength and power by

which he brought you out – thus the LORD your Godwill do to all the people you fear.
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20 Furthermore, the LORD your God will release hornets among them until the very
last ones who hide from you perish.

21 You must not tremble in their presence, for the LORD your God, who is present
among you, is a great and awesome God.

22 He, the God who leads you, will expel the nations little by little. You will not be
allowed to destroy them all at once lest the wild animals overrun you.

23TheLORD yourGodwill give themover to you; hewill throw them into a great panic
until they are destroyed.

24 He will hand over their kings to you and you will erase their very names from
memory. Nobody will be able to resist you until you destroy them.

25 You must burn the images of their gods, but do not covet the silver and gold that
covers them somuch that you take it for yourself and thus become ensnared by it; for it
is abhorrent to the LORD your God.

26 You must not bring any abhorrent thing into your house and thereby become an
object of divine wrath alongwith it. Youmust absolutely detest and abhor it, for it is an
object of divine wrath.

8
1Youmust keep carefully all these commandments I am giving you today so that you

may live, increase in number, and go in and occupy the land that the LORD promised to
your ancestors.

2 Remember the whole way by which he has brought you these forty years through
the desert so that hemight, by humbling you, test you to see if you have it within you to
keep his commandments or not.

3 So he humbled you by making you hungry and then feeding you with unfamiliar
manna. He did this to teach you that humankind cannot live by bread alone, but also by
everything that comes from the LORD’s mouth.

4Your clothing did not wear out nor did your feet swell all these forty years.
5 Be keenly aware that just as a parent disciplines his child, the LORD your God

disciplines you.
6 So you must keep his commandments, live according to his standards, and revere

him.
7For the LORD your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of brooks, springs, and

fountains flowing forth in valleys and hills,
8a land of wheat, barley, vines, fig trees, and pomegranates, of olive trees and honey,
9a land where youmay eat food in plenty and find no lack of anything, a land whose

stones are iron and fromwhose hills you canmine copper.
10Youwill eat your fill and then praise the LORD yourGod because of the good land he

has given you.

Exhortation to Remember That Blessing Comes fromGod
11 Be sure you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments,

ordinances, and statutes that I am giving you today.
12When you eat your fill, when you build and occupy good houses,
13when your cattle and flocks increase, when you have plenty of silver and gold, and

when you have abundance of everything,
14 be sure you do not feel self-important and forget the LORD your God who brought

you from the land of Egypt, the place of slavery,
15 and who brought you through the great, fearful desert of venomous serpents and

scorpions, an arid place with no water. Hemade water flow from a flint rock and
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16 fed you in the desert with manna (which your ancestors had never before known)
so that hemight by humbling you test you and eventually bring good to you.

17Be careful not to say, “My own ability and skill have gottenme this wealth.”
18 You must remember the LORD your God, for he is the one who gives ability to

get wealth; if you do this he will confirm his covenant that he made by oath to your
ancestors, even as he has to this day.

19 Now if you forget the LORD your God at all and follow other gods, worshiping
and prostrating yourselves before them, I testify to you today that you will surely be
annihilated.

20 Just like the nations the LORD is about to destroy from your sight, so he will do to
you because you would not obey him.

9
1 Listen, Israel: Today you are about to cross the Jordan so you can dispossess

the nations there, people greater and stronger than you who live in large cities with
extremely high fortifications.

2 They include the Anakites, a numerous and tall people whom you know about and
of whom it is said, “Who is able to resist the Anakites?”

3Understand today that theLORDyourGodwhogoesbeforeyou is adevouringfire; he
will defeat and subdue them before you. You will dispossess and destroy them quickly
just as he has told you.

4 Do not think to yourself after the LORD your God has driven them out before you,
“Because of my own righteousness the LORD has brought me here to possess this land.”
It is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is driving them out ahead
of you.

5 It isnotbecauseofyourrighteousness, orevenyour inneruprightness, thatyouhave
comehere to possess their land. Instead, because of thewickedness of these nations the
LORD your God is driving them out ahead of you in order to confirm the promise he
made on oath to your ancestors, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

6 Understand, therefore, that it is not because of your righteousness that the LORD
your God is about to give you this good land as a possession, for you are a stubborn
people!

TheHistory of Israel’s Stubbornness
7Remember – don’t ever forget – how you provoked the LORD your God in the desert;

from the time you left the land of Egypt until you came to this place youwere constantly
rebelling against him.

8At Horeb you provoked him and he was angry enough with you to destroy you.
9When Iwent up themountain to receive the stone tablets, the tablets of the covenant

that the LORD made with you, I remained there forty days and nights, eating and
drinking nothing.

10 The LORD gave me the two stone tablets, written by the very finger of God, and on
them was everything he said to you at the mountain from the midst of the fire at the
time of that assembly.

11Now at the end of the forty days and nights the LORD presented me with the two
stone tablets, the tablets of the covenant.

12And he said to me, “Get up, go down at once from here because your people whom
you brought out of Egypt have sinned! They have quickly turned from the way I
commanded them and havemade for themselves a cast metal image.”

13Moreover, he said tome, “I have taken note of these people; they are a stubborn lot!
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14Standasideand Iwill destroy them, obliterating their veryname frommemory, and
I will make you into a stronger andmore numerous nation than they are.”

15 So I turned and went down the mountain while it was blazing with fire; the two
tablets of the covenant were inmy hands.

16When I looked, you had indeed sinned against the LORD your God and had cast for
yourselves ametal calf; you had quickly turned aside from theway he had commanded
you!

17 I grabbed the two tablets, threw them down, and shattered them before your very
eyes.

18 Then I again fell down before the LORD for forty days and nights; I ate and drank
nothing because of all the sin you had committed, doing such evil before the LORD as to
enrage him.

19 For I was terrified at the LORD’s intense anger that threatened to destroy you. But
he listened to me this time as well.

20The LORD was also angry enough at Aaron to kill him, but at that time I prayed for
him too.

21As for your sinful thing that youhadmade, the calf, I took it,melted it down, ground
it up until it was as fine as dust, and tossed the dust into the stream that flows down the
mountain.

22Moreover, you continued to provoke the LORD at Taberah, Massah, and Kibroth-
Hattaavah.

23And when he sent you from Kadesh-Barnea and told you, “Go up and possess the
land I have given you,” you rebelled against the LORD your God and would neither
believe nor obey him.

24You have been rebelling against him from the very first day I knew you!

Moses’ Plea on Behalf of the LORD’s Reputation
25 I lay flat on the ground before the LORD for forty days and nights, for he had said he

would destroy you.
26 I prayed to him: O, LordGOD, do not destroy your people, your valued property that

you have powerfully redeemed, whom you brought out of Egypt by your strength.
27 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; ignore the stubbornness,

wickedness, and sin of these people.
28 Otherwise the people of the land from which you brought us will say, “The LORD

was unable to bring them to the land he promised them, and because of his hatred for
them he has brought them out to kill them in the desert.”

29 They are your people, your valued property, whom you brought out with great
strength and power.

10
1At that same time the LORD said to me, “Carve out for yourself two stone tablets like

the first ones and come up themountain to me; also make for yourself a wooden ark.
2 I will write on the tablets the same words that were on the first tablets you broke,

and youmust put them into the ark.”
3 So I made an ark of acacia wood and carved out two stone tablets just like the first

ones. Then I went up themountain with the two tablets in my hands.
4The LORD thenwrote on the tablets the samewords, the ten commandments, which

he had spoken to you at the mountain from the middle of the fire at the time of that
assembly, and he gave them tome.

5 Then I turned, went down the mountain, and placed the tablets into the ark I had
made – they are still there, just as the LORD commandedme.



Deuteronomy 10:6 230 Deuteronomy 11:5

Conclusion of the Historical Resume
6 “During those days the Israelites traveled from Beeroth Bene-Yaaqan to Moserah.

There Aaron died andwas buried, and his son Eleazar became priest in his place.
7From there they traveled to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a place of

flowing streams.
8 At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the LORD’s

covenant, to standbefore the LORD to servehim, and to formulate blessings inhis name,
as they do to this very day.

9Therefore Levi has no allotment or inheritance among his brothers; the LORD is his
inheritance just as the LORD your God told him.

10As forme, I stayed at themountain as I did the first time, forty days and nights. The
LORD listened to me that time as well and decided not to destroy you.

11Then he said to me, “Get up, set out leading the people so they may go and possess
the land I promised to give to their ancestors.”

An Exhortation to Love Both God and People
12Now, Israel, what does the LORD|strong="H3069" your God require of you except to

revere him, to obey all his commandments, to love him, to serve himwith all yourmind
and being,

13 and to keep the Lord’s commandments and statutes that I am giving you today for
your own good?

14 The heavens – indeed the highest heavens – belong to the LORD your God, as does
the earth and everything in it.

15However, only to your ancestors did he show his loving favor, and he chose you,
their descendants, from all peoples – as is apparent today.

16Therefore, cleanse your heart and stop being so stubborn!
17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, mighty, and

awesome Godwho is unbiased and takes no bribe,
18who justly treats the orphan andwidow, andwho loves resident foreigners, giving

them food and clothing.
19So youmust love the resident foreigner because youwere foreigners in the land of

Egypt.
20 Revere the LORD your God, serve him, be loyal to him and take oaths only in his

name.
21He is the one you should praise; he is your God, the one who has done these great

and awesome things for you that you have seen.
22When your ancestors went down to Egypt, they numbered only seventy, but now

the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars of the sky.

11
1 You must love the LORD your God and do what he requires; keep his statutes,

ordinances, and commandments at all times.
2Bear inmind today that I amnot speaking to your childrenwho have not personally

experienced the judgments of the LORD your God, which revealed his greatness,
strength, and power.

3 They did not see the awesome deeds he performed in the midst of Egypt against
Pharaoh king of Egypt and his whole land,

4 or what he did to the army of Egypt, including their horses and chariots, when he
made the waters of the Red Sea overwhelm themwhile they were pursuing you and he
annihilated them.

5They did not see what he did to you in the desert before you reached this place,
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6 or what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab the Reubenite, when the earth
opened itsmouth in themiddleof the Israelite campandswallowed them, their families,
their tents, and all the property they brought with them.

7 I am speaking to you because you are the ones who saw all the great deeds of the
LORD!

The Abundance of the Land of Promise
8Now pay attention to all the commandments I am giving you today, so that youmay

be strong enough to enter and possess the land where you are headed,
9 and that you may enjoy long life in the land the LORD promised to give to your

ancestors and their descendants, a land flowing withmilk and honey.
10 For the land where you are headed is not like the land of Egypt from which you

came, a land where you planted seed and which you irrigated by hand like a vegetable
garden.

11 Instead, the land you are crossing the Jordan to occupy is one of hills and valleys, a
land that drinks in water from the rains,

12 a land the LORD your God looks after. He is constantly attentive to it from the
beginning to the end of the year.

13Now, if you pay close attention to my commandments that I am giving you today
and love the LORD your God and serve himwith all yourmind and being,

14 then he promises, “I will send rain for your land in its season, the autumn and the
spring rains, so that youmay gather in your grain, newwine, and olive oil.

15 I will provide pasture for your livestock and youwill eat your fill.”
Exhortation to Instruction and Obedience

16Make sure you do not turn away to serve and worship other gods!
17 Then the anger of the LORD will erupt against you and he will close up the sky so

that it does not rain. The land will not yield its produce, and you will soon be removed
from the good land that the Lord is about to give you.

18 Fix these words of mine into your mind and being, and tie them as a reminder on
your hands and let them be symbols on your forehead.

19Teach them to your children and speakof themas you sit in yourhouse, as youwalk
along the road, as you lie down, and as you get up.

20 Inscribe them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates
21so that your days and those of your descendantsmaybe extended in the landwhich

the LORD promised to give to your ancestors, like the days of heaven itself.
22 For if you carefully observe all of these commandments I am giving you and love

the LORD your God, live according to his standards, and remain loyal to him,
23 thenhewill drive out all thesenations aheadof you, andyouwill dispossessnations

greater and stronger than you.
24Every place you set your footwill be yours; your borderwill extend from the desert

to Lebanon and from the River (that is, the Euphrates) as far as theMediterranean Sea.
25Nobodywill be able to resist you; the LORD your Godwill spread the fear and terror

of you over the whole land onwhich you walk, just as he promised you.

Anticipation of a Blessing and Cursing Ceremony
26Take note – I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse:
27 the blessing if you take to heart the commandments of the LORD your God that I am

giving you today,
28and the curse if you pay no attention to his commandments and turn from theway

I am setting before you today to pursue other gods you have not known.
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29 When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are to possess, you must
pronounce the blessing onMount Gerizim and the curse onMount Ebal.

30Are they not across the Jordan River, toward thewest, in the land of the Canaanites
who live in the Arabah opposite Gilgal near the oak of Moreh?

31For youare about to cross the Jordan to possess the land theLORDyourGod is giving
you, and youwill possess and inhabit it.

32Be certain to keep all the statutes and ordinances that I ampresenting to you today.

12
1These are the statutes and ordinances youmust be careful to obey as long as you live

in the land the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has given you to possess.
2 You must by all means destroy all the places where the nations you are about to

dispossess worship their gods – on the high mountains and hills and under every leafy
tree.

3 You must tear down their altars, shatter their sacred pillars, burn up their sacred
Asherah poles, and cut down the images of their gods; you must eliminate their very
memory from that place.

4Youmust not worship the LORD your God the way they worship.
5Butyoumust seekonly theplacehechooses fromall your tribes toestablishhisname

as his place of residence, and youmust go there.
6 And there you must take your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the

personal offerings you have prepared, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings,
and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.

7 Both you and your families must feast there before the LORD your God and rejoice
in all the output of your labor with which he has blessed you.

8Youmust not do like we are doing here today, with everyone doing what seems best
to him,

9 for youhavenot yet come to thefinal stopand inheritance theLORD|strong="H3069"
your God is giving you.

10When you do go across the Jordan River and settle in the land he is granting you as
an inheritance and you find relief from all the enemieswho surround you, youwill live
in safety.

11Then youmust come to the place the LORD your God chooses for his name to reside,
bringing everything I am commanding you – your burnt offerings, sacrifices, tithes, the
personal offerings you have prepared, and all your choice votive offerings which you
devote to him.

12 You shall rejoice in the presence of the LORD your God, along with your sons,
daughters, male and female servants, and the Levites in your villages (since they have
no allotment or inheritance with you).

13Make sure you do not offer burnt offerings in any place you wish,
14 for you may do so only in the place the LORD chooses in one of your tribal areas –

there youmay do everything I am commanding you.

Regulations for Profane Slaughter
15On the other hand, you may slaughter and eat meat as you please when the LORD

your God blesses you in all your villages. Both the ritually pure and impure may eat it,
whether it is a gazelle or an ibex.

16However, youmust not eat blood – pour it out on the ground like water.
17 You will not be allowed to eat in your villages your tithe of grain, new wine, olive

oil, the firstborn of your herd and flock, any votive offerings you have vowed, or your
freewill and personal offerings.
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18 Only in the presence of the LORD your God may you eat these, in the place he
chooses. This applies to you, your son, your daughter, your male and female servants,
and the Levites in your villages. In that place youwill rejoice before the LORD your God
in all the output of your labor.

19Be careful not to overlook the Levites as long as you live in the land.

The Sanctity of Blood
20When the LORD your God extends your borders as he said hewould do and you say,

“I want to eat meat just as I please,” youmay do so as you wish.
21 If the place he chooses to locate his name is too far for you, you may slaughter any

of your herd and flock he has given you just as I have stipulated; you may eat them in
your villages just as you wish.

22Like you eat the gazelle or ibex, so youmay eat these; the ritually impure and pure
alike may eat them.

23However, by nomeans eat the blood, for the blood is life itself – youmust not eat the
life with themeat!

24Youmust not eat it! Youmust pour it out on the ground like water.
25Youmust not eat it so that it may gowell with you and your children after you; you

will be doing what is right in the LORD’s sight.
26Only the holy things and votive offerings that belong to you, you must pick up and

take to the place the LORD will choose.
27Youmust offer your burnt offerings, both meat and blood, on the altar of the LORD

your God; the blood of your other sacrifices you must pour out on his altar while you
eat themeat.

28Pay careful attention to all these things I am commanding you so that itmay always
gowell with you and your children after youwhen you dowhat is good and right in the
sight of the LORD your God.

The Abomination of Pagan Gods
29 When the LORD your God eliminates the nations from the place where you are

headed and you dispossess them, you will settle down in their land.
30After they have been destroyed from your presence, be careful not to be ensnared

like they are; do not pursue their gods and say, “How do these nations serve their gods?
I will do the same.”

31 You must not worship the LORD your God the way they do! For everything that is
abhorrent to him, everything he hates, they have done when worshiping their gods.
They even burn up their sons and daughters before their gods!

Idolatry and False Prophets
32 You must be careful to do everything I am commanding you. Do not add to it or

subtract from it!

13
1 Suppose a prophet or one who foretells by dreams should appear among you and

show you a sign or wonder,
2and the sign orwonder should come to pass concerningwhat he said to you, namely,

“Let us follow other gods” – gods whom you have not previously known – “and let us
serve them.”

3You must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer, for the LORD your God
will be testing you to see if you love himwith all yourmind and being.

4You must follow the LORD|strong="H3069" your God and revere only him; and you
must observe his commandments, obey him, serve him, and remain loyal to him.
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5 As for that prophet or dreamer, he must be executed because he encouraged
rebellionagainst theLORDyourGodwhobroughtyou fromthe landofEgypt, redeeming
you from that place of slavery, and because he has tried to entice you from the way the
LORD your God has commanded you to go. In this way you must purge out evil from
within.

False Prophets in the Family
6 Suppose your own full brother, your son, your daughter, your beloved wife, or your

closest friend should seduce you secretly and encourage you to go and serve other gods
that neither you nor your ancestors have previously known,

7 the gods of the surrounding people (whether near youor far fromyou, fromone end
of the earth to the other).

8 You must not give in to him or even listen to him; do not feel sympathy for him or
spare him or cover up for him.

9 Instead, you must kill him without fail! Your own hand must be the first to strike
him, and then the hands of the whole community.

10 You must stone him to death because he tried to entice you away from the LORD
your God, who delivered you from the land of Egypt, that place of slavery.

11 Thus all Israel will hear and be afraid; no longer will they continue to do evil like
this among you.

Punishment of Community Idolatry
12 Suppose you should hear in one of your cities, which the LORD your God is giving

you as a place to live, that
13 some evil people have departed from among you to entice the inhabitants of their

cities, saying, “Let’s go and serve other gods” (whom you have not known before).
14Youmust investigate thoroughly and inquire carefully. If it is indeed true that such

a disgraceful thing is being done among you,
15 you must by all means slaughter the inhabitants of that city with the sword;

annihilate with the sword everyone in it, as well as the livestock.
16Youmust gather all of its plunder into themiddle of the plaza and burn the city and

all its plunder as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God. It will be an abandoned
ruin forever – it must never be rebuilt again.

17Youmustnot take for yourself anything thathasbeenplacedunder judgment. Then
the LORD will relent from his intense anger, show you compassion, have mercy on you,
andmultiply you as he promised your ancestors.

18 Thus you must obey the LORD your God, keeping all his commandments that I am
giving you today and doing what is right before him.

14
1Youare childrenof theLORDyourGod. Donot cut yourselves or shave your forehead

bald for the sake of the dead.
2For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. He has chosen you to be his people,

prized above all others on the face of the earth.
3Youmust not eat any forbidden thing.
4These are the animals youmay eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat,
5 the ibex, the gazelle, the deer, the wild goat, the antelope, the wild oryx, and the

mountain sheep.
6 You may eat any animal that has hooves divided into two parts and that chews the

cud.
7However, you may not eat the following animals among those that chew the cud or

those that have divided hooves: the camel, the hare, and the rock badger. (Although
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they chew the cud, they do not have divided hooves and are therefore ritually impure
to you).

8Also the pig is ritually impure to you; though it has divided hooves, it does not chew
the cud. Youmay not eat their meat or even touch their remains.

9These you may eat from among water creatures: anything with fins and scales you
may eat,

10but whatever does not have fins and scales youmay not eat; it is ritually impure to
you.

11All ritually clean birds youmay eat.
12These are the ones youmay not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the black vulture,
13 the kite, the black kite, the dayyah after its species,
14 every raven after its species,
15 the ostrich, the owl, the seagull, the falcon after its species,
16 the little owl, the long-eared owl, the white owl,
17 the jackdaw, the carrion vulture, the cormorant,
18 the stork, the heron after its species, the hoopoe, the bat,
19and any winged thing on the ground are impure to you – theymay not be eaten.
20Youmay eat any clean bird.
21 You may not eat any corpse, though you may give it to the resident foreigner who

is living in your villages and he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner. You are a
people holy to the LORD your God. Do not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

The Offering of Tribute
22You must be certain to tithe all the produce of your seed that comes from the field

year after year.
23 In the presence of the LORD|strong="H3069" your God you must eat from the tithe

of your grain, your newwine, your olive oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks
in the place he chooses to locate his name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD|
strong="H3069" your God always.

24When he blesses you, if the place where he chooses to locate his name is distant,
25youmay convert the tithe intomoney, secure themoney, and travel to the place the

LORD your God chooses for himself.
26Then youmay spend the money however you wish for cattle, sheep, wine, beer, or

whatever youdesire. Youandyourhouseholdmayeat there in thepresence of theLORD
your God and enjoy it.

27 As for the Levites in your villages, you must not ignore them, for they have no
allotment or inheritance along with you.

28At the end of every three years youmust bring all the tithe of your produce, in that
very year, and youmust store it up in your villages.

29 Then the Levites (because they have no allotment or inheritance with you), the
resident foreigners, the orphans, and the widows of your villages may come and eat
their fill so that the LORD your Godmay bless you in all the work you do.

15
1At the end of every seven years youmust declare a cancellation of debts.
2This is the nature of the cancellation: Every creditormust remit what he has loaned

to another person; he must not force payment from his fellow Israelite, for it is to be
recognized as “the LORD’s cancellation of debts.”

3 You may exact payment from a foreigner, but whatever your fellow Israelite owes
you, youmust remit.
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4However, there shouldnot be anypoor amongyou, for theLORDwill surely bless you
in the land that he is giving you as an inheritance,

5 if you carefully obey him by keeping all these commandments that I am giving you
today.

6For the LORD your Godwill bless you just as he has promised; you will lend tomany
nations butwill not borrow fromany, and youwill rule overmany nations but theywill
not rule over you.

The Spirit of Liberality
7 If a fellow Israelite from one of your villages in the land that the LORD your God

is giving you should be poor, you must not harden your heart or be insensitive to his
impoverished condition.

8 Instead, you must be sure to open your hand to him and generously lend him
whatever he needs.

9 Be careful lest you entertain the wicked thought that the seventh year, the year
of cancellation of debts, has almost arrived, and your attitude be wrong toward your
impoverished fellow Israelite and you do not lend him anything; he will cry out to the
LORD against you and youwill be regarded as having sinned.

10Youmust by all means lend to him and not be upset by doing it, for because of this
the LORD|strong="H3069" your God will bless you in all your work and in everything
you attempt.

11 There will never cease to be some poor people in the land; therefore, I am
commanding you to make sure you open your hand to your fellow Israelites who are
needy and poor in your land.

Release of Debt Slaves
12 If your fellow Hebrew –whether male or female – is sold to you and serves you for

six years, then in the seventh year youmust let that servant go free.
13 If you set them free, youmust not send them away empty-handed.
14 You must supply them generously from your flock, your threshing floor, and your

winepress – as the LORD your God has blessed you, youmust give to them.
15 Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and the LORD your God

redeemed you; therefore, I am commanding you to do this thing today.
16However, if the servant says to you, “I do not want to leave you,” because he loves

you and your household, since he is well off with you,
17 you shall take an awl and pierce a hole through his ear to the door. Then he will

become your servant permanently (this applies to your female servant as well).
18 You should not consider it difficult to let him go free, for he will have served you

for six years, twice the time of a hired worker; the LORD your God will bless you in
everything you do.

Giving God the Best
19You must set apart for the LORD your God every firstborn male born to your herds

and flocks. Youmust not work the firstborn of your bulls or shear the firstborn of your
flocks.

20 You and your household must eat them annually before the LORD your God in the
place he chooses.

21 If they have any kind of blemish – lameness, blindness, or anything else – youmay
not offer them as a sacrifice to the LORD your God.

22Youmay eat it in your villages, whether you are ritually impure or clean, just as you
would eat a gazelle or an ibex.

23However, youmust not eat its blood; youmust pour it out on the ground like water.
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16
1 Observe the month Abib and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, for in that

month he brought you out of Egypt by night.
2Youmust sacrifice the Passover animal (from the flock or the herd) to the LORD your

God in the place where he chooses to locate his name.
3Youmust not eat any yeast with it; for seven days youmust eat breadmadewithout

yeast, symbolic of affliction, for you came out of Egypt hurriedly. You must do this so
you will remember for the rest of your life the day you came out of the land of Egypt.

4 There must not be a scrap of yeast within your land for seven days, nor can any of
themeat you sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain until the next morning.

5Youmaynot sacrifice thePassover in just anyof your villages that theLORDyourGod
is giving you,

6 but you must sacrifice it in the evening in the place where he chooses to locate his
name, at sunset, the time of day you came out of Egypt.

7Youmust cook and eat it in the place the LORD yourGod chooses; youmay return the
next morning to your tents.

8Youmust eat breadmadewithout yeast for six days. The seventh day you are to hold
an assembly for the LORD your God; youmust not do any work on that day.

The Festival ofWeeks
9Youmust count sevenweeks; youmust begin to count them from the time you begin

to harvest the standing grain.
10Then you are to celebrate the Festival of Weeks before the LORD your God with the

voluntary offering that you will bring, in proportion to how he has blessed you.
11You shall rejoice before him – you, your son, your daughter, your male and female

slaves, theLevites in yourvillages, the resident foreigners, theorphans, and thewidows
among you – in the place where the LORD chooses to locate his name.

12Furthermore, remember thatyouwereaslave inEgypt, andsobecareful toobserve
these statutes.

The Festival of Temporary Shelters
13Youmust celebrate the Festival of Temporary Shelters for seven days, at the time of

the grain and grape harvest.
14 You are to rejoice in your festival, you, your son, your daughter, your male and

female slaves, the Levites, the resident foreigners, the orphans, and the widows who
are in your villages.

15 You are to celebrate the festival seven days before the LORD your God in the place
he chooses, for hewill bless you in all your productivity and inwhatever you do; so you
will indeed rejoice!

16Three timesayearall yourmalesmustappearbefore theLORDyourGod in theplace
he chooses for the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival ofWeeks, and the Festival
of Temporary Shelters; and theymust not appear before him empty-handed.

17 Every one of you must give as you are able, according to the blessing of the LORD
your God that he has given you.

Provision for Justice
18 You must appoint judges and civil servants for each tribe in all your villages that

the LORD your God is giving you, and theymust judge the people fairly.
19Youmust not pervert justice or show favor. Do not take a bribe, for bribes blind the

eyes of the wise and distort the words of the righteous.
20 You must pursue justice alone so that you may live and inherit the land the LORD

your God is giving you.
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Examples of Legal Cases
21 You must not plant any kind of tree as a sacred Asherah pole near the altar of the

LORD your Godwhich you build for yourself.
22Youmust not erect a sacred pillar, a thing the LORD your God detests.

17
1Youmust not sacrifice to him a bull or sheep that has a blemish or any other defect,

because that is considered offensive to the LORD your God.
2 Suppose a man or woman is discovered among you – in one of your villages that

the LORD your God is giving you – who sins before the Lord your God and breaks his
covenant

3by serving other gods and worshiping them – the sun, moon, or any other heavenly
bodies which I have not permitted you to worship.

4When it is reported to you and you hear about it, you must investigate carefully. If
it is indeed true that such a disgraceful thing is being done in Israel,

5youmust bring to your city gates thatmanorwomanwhohasdone thiswicked thing
– that veryman or woman – and youmust stone that person to death.

6At the testimony of two or three witnesses they must be executed. They cannot be
put to death on the testimony of only one witness.

7Thewitnessesmust be first to begin the execution, and then all the people are to join
in afterward. In this way you will purge evil from among you.

Appeal to a Higher Court
8 If amatter is toodifficult foryou to judge –bloodshed, legal claim, orassault –matters

of controversy in your villages – you must leave there and go up to the place the LORD
your God chooses.

9 You will go to the Levitical priests and the judge in office in those days and seek a
solution; they will render a verdict.

10Youmust thendoas theyhavedeterminedat thatplace theLORDchooses. Becareful
to do just as you are taught.

11 You must do what you are instructed, and the verdict they pronounce to you,
without fail. Do not deviate right or left fromwhat they tell you.

12 The person who pays no attention to the priest currently serving the LORD|
strong="H3069" your God there, or to the verdict – that person must die, so that you
may purge evil from Israel.

13Then all the people will hear and be afraid, and not be so presumptuous again.
Provision for Kingship

14When you come to the land the LORD your God is giving you and take it over and
live in it and then say, “I will select a king like all the nations surroundingme,”

15youmust select without fail a kingwhom the LORD your God chooses. From among
your fellow citizens you must appoint a king – you may not designate a foreigner who
is not one of your fellow Israelites.

16Moreover, hemust not accumulate horses for himself or allow the people to return
to Egypt to do so, for the LORD has said youmust never again return that way.

17Furthermore, he must not marry many wives lest his affections turn aside, and he
must not accumulate much silver and gold.

18When he sits on his royal throne he must make a copy of this law on a scroll given
to him by the Levitical priests.

19 Itmust bewithhimconstantly andhemust read it as long as he lives, so that hemay
learn to revere the LORDhis God and observe all thewords of this lawand these statutes
and carry them out.
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20Then hewill not exalt himself above his fellow citizens or turn from the command-
ments to the right or left, and he and his descendants will enjoymany years ruling over
his kingdom in Israel.

18
1 The Levitical priests – indeed, the entire tribe of Levi – will have no allotment

or inheritance with Israel; they may eat the burnt offerings of the LORD and of his
inheritance.

2They will have no inheritance in the midst of their fellow Israelites; the LORD alone
is their inheritance, just as he had told them.

3This shall be the priests’ fair allotment from thepeoplewhooffer sacrifices,whether
bull or sheep – theymust give to the priest the shoulder, the jowls, and the stomach.

4Youmust give them the best of your grain, newwine, and olive oil, aswell as the best
of your wool when you shear your flocks.

5For the LORD your God has chosen them and their sons from all your tribes to stand
and serve in his name permanently.

6Suppose a Levite comes by his own freewill fromone of your villages, fromany part
of Israel where he is living, to the place the LORD chooses

7 and serves in the name of the LORD his God like his fellow Levites who stand there
before the LORD.

8Hemust eat the same share they do, despite any profits hemay gain from the sale of
his family’s inheritance.

Provision for Prophetism
9When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, you must not learn the

abhorrent practices of those nations.
10There must never be found among you anyone who sacrifices his son or daughter

in the fire, anyone who practices divination, an omen reader, a soothsayer, a sorcerer,
11 one who casts spells, one who conjures up spirits, a practitioner of the occult, or a

necromancer.
12Whoeverdoes these things is abhorrent to theLORDandbecause of these detestable

things the LORD your God is about to drive them out from before you.
13Youmust be blameless before the LORD your God.
14Those nations that you are about to dispossess listen to omen readers and diviners,

but the LORD your God has not given you permission to do such things.
15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you – from

your fellow Israelites; youmust listen to him.
16 This accords with what happened at Horeb in the day of the assembly. You asked

the LORD yourGod: “Please donotmake us hear the voice of the LORD ourGod anymore
or see this great fire anymore lest we die.”

17The LORD then said to me, “What they have said is good.
18 I will raise up a prophet like you for them from among their fellow Israelites. I will

put mywords in his mouth and he will speak to themwhatever I command.
19 I will personally hold responsible anyone who then pays no attention to the words

that prophet speaks inmy name.
20 “But if any prophet presumes to speak anything in my name that I have not

authorized him to speak, or speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet must die.
21Now if you say to yourselves, ‘How canwe tell that amessage is not from the LORD?’

–
22whenever a prophet speaks in my name and the prediction is not fulfilled, then I

have not spoken it; the prophet has presumed to speak it, so you need not fear him.”



Deuteronomy 19:1 240 Deuteronomy 19:21

19
1When the LORD your God destroys the nations whose land he is about to give you

and you dispossess them and settle in their cities and houses,
2youmust set apart for yourselves three cities in themiddleof your land that theLORD

your God is giving you as a possession.
3You shall build a roadway and divide into thirds the whole extent of your land that

the LORD your God is providing as your inheritance; anyone who kills another person
should flee to the closest of these cities.

4 Now this is the law pertaining to one who flees there in order to live, if he has
accidentally killed another without hating him at the time of the accident.

5Suppose he goes with someone else to the forest to cut wood andwhen he raises the
ax to cut the tree, the ax head flies loose from the handle and strikes his fellow worker
so hard that he dies. The person responsible may then flee to one of these cities to save
himself.

6 Otherwise the blood avenger will chase after the killer in the heat of his anger,
eventually overtake him, and kill him, though this is not a capital case since he did not
hate him at the time of the accident.

7Therefore, I am commanding you to set apart for yourselves three cities.
8 If the LORD yourGod enlarges your borders as he promised your ancestors and gives

you all the land he pledged to them,
9and then you are careful to observe all these commandments I am giving you today

(namely, to love the LORD|strong="H3069" your God and to always walk in his ways),
then youmust add threemore cities to these three.

10Youmust not shed innocent blood in your land that the LORD yourGod is giving you
as an inheritance, for that wouldmake you guilty.

11However, suppose a person hates someone else and stalks him, attacks him, kills
him, and then flees to one of these cities.

12The elders of his own citymust send for him and remove him from there to deliver
him over to the blood avenger to die.

13You must not pity him, but purge out the blood of the innocent from Israel, so that
it may go well with you.

Laws ConcerningWitnesses
14Youmust not encroach on your neighbor’s property, which will have been defined

in the inheritance you will obtain in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
15A single witness may not testify against another person for any trespass or sin that

he commits. A matter may be legally established only on the testimony of two or three
witnesses.

16 If a false witness testifies against another person and accuses him of a crime,
17 then both parties to the controversymust stand before the LORD, that is, before the

priests and judges whowill be in office in those days.
18 The judges will thoroughly investigate the matter, and if the witness should prove

to be false and to have given false testimony against the accused,
19youmust do to himwhat he had intended to do to the accused. In this way youwill

purge evil from among you.
20 The rest of the people will hear and become afraid to keep doing such evil among

you.
21 You must not show pity; the principle will be a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a

tooth for a tooth, a hand for a hand, and a foot for a foot.
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20
1 When you go to war against your enemies and see chariotry and troops who

outnumber you, do not be afraid of them, for the LORD your God, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt, is with you.

2As youmove forward for battle, the priest will approach and say to the soldiers,
3 “Listen, Israel! Today you are moving forward to do battle with your enemies. Do

not be fainthearted. Do not fear and tremble or be terrified because of them,
4 for the LORD your God goes with you to fight on your behalf against your enemies to

give you victory.”
5Moreover, theofficersare to say to the troops, “Whoamongyouhasbuilt anewhouse

and not dedicated it? He may go home, lest he die in battle and someone else dedicate
it.

6Or who among you has planted a vineyard and not benefited from it? He may go
home, lest he die in battle and someone else benefit from it.

7Or who among you has become engaged to a woman but has not married her? He
may go home, lest he die in battle and someone else marry her.”

8 In addition, the officers are to say to the troops, “Who among you is afraid and
fainthearted? He may go home so that he will not make his fellow soldier’s heart as
fearful as his own.”

9Then,when theofficershavefinishedspeaking, theymustappointunit commanders
to lead the troops.

10When you approach a city to wage war against it, offer it terms of peace.
11 If it accepts your terms and submits to you, all the people found in it will become

your slaves.
12 If it doesnot accept termsof peacebutmakeswarwith you, thenyouare to lay siege

to it.
13 The LORD your God will deliver it over to you and you must kill every single male

by the sword.
14 However, the women, little children, cattle, and anything else in the city – all its

plunder – you may take for yourselves as spoil. You may take from your enemies the
plunder that the LORD your God has given you.

15 This is how you are to deal with all those cities located far from you, those that do
not belong to these nearby nations.

Laws ConcerningWarwith Canaanite Nations
16As for the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is going to give you as an

inheritance, youmust not allow a single living thing to survive.
17 Instead you must utterly annihilate them – the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites,

Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites – just as the LORD your God has commanded you,
18 so that they cannot teach you all the abhorrent ways they worship their gods,

causing you to sin against the LORD your God.
19 If you besiege a city for a long time while attempting to capture it, you must not

chop down its trees, for you may eat fruit from them and should not cut them down. A
tree in the field is not human that you should besiege it!

20However, you may chop down any tree you know is not suitable for food, and you
may use it to build siege works against the city that is making war with you until that
city falls.

21
1 If a homicide victim should be found lying in a field in the land the LORD your God is

giving you, and no one knows who killed him,
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2 your elders and judges must go out and measure how far it is to the cities in the
vicinity of the corpse.

3Then the elders of the city nearest to the corpsemust take from theherd aheifer that
has not been worked – that has never pulled with the yoke –

4 and bring the heifer down to a wadi with flowing water, to a valley that is neither
plowed nor sown. There at the wadi they are to break the heifer’s neck.

5Then the Levitical priests will approach (for the LORD your God has chosen them to
serve him and to pronounce blessings in his name, and to decide every judicial verdict
)

6 and all the elders of that city nearest the corpse must wash their hands over the
heifer whose neck was broken in the valley.

7 Then they must proclaim, “Our hands have not spilled this blood, nor have we
witnessed the crime.

8Donot blame your people Israelwhomyou redeemed, OLORD, anddonot hold them
accountable for the bloodshed of an innocent person.” Then atonement will be made
for the bloodshed.

9 In this manner you will purge out the guilt of innocent blood from among you, for
youmust do what is right before the LORD.

Laws ConcerningWives
10When you go out to do battle with your enemies and the LORD your God allows you

to prevail and you take prisoners,
11 if you should see among them an attractive woman whom you wish to take as a

wife,
12youmay bring her back to your house. Shemust shave her head, trim her nails,
13 discard the clothing she was wearing when captured, and stay in your house,

lamenting for her father and mother for a full month. After that you may have sexual
relations with her and become her husband and she your wife.

14 If you are not pleased with her, then you must let her go where she pleases. You
cannot in any case sell her; youmust not take advantage of her, since you have already
humiliated her.

Laws Concerning Children
15 Suppose a man has two wives, one whom he loves more than the other, and they

both bear him sons, with the firstborn being the child of the less loved wife.
16 In the day he divides his inheritance hemust not appoint as firstborn the son of the

favorite wife in place of the other wife’s son who is actually the firstborn.
17Rather, hemust acknowledge the sonof the less lovedwife asfirstbornandgivehim

the double portion of all he has, for that son is the beginning of his father’s procreative
power – to him should go the right of the firstborn.

18 If a person has a stubborn, rebellious son who pays no attention to his father or
mother, and they discipline him to no avail,

19his father andmother must seize him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his
city.

20Theymust declare to the elders of his city, “Our son is stubborn and rebellious and
pays no attention to what we say – he is a glutton and drunkard.”

21Then all themen of his city must stone him to death. In this way youwill purge out
wickedness from among you, and all Israel will hear about it and be afraid.

Disposition of a Criminal’s Remains
22 If a person commits a sin punishable by death and is executed, and you hang the

corpse on a tree,



Deuteronomy 21:23 243 Deuteronomy 22:21

23his body must not remain all night on the tree; instead youmust make certain you
bury him that same day, for the one who is left exposed on a tree is cursed by God. You
must not defile your land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.

22
1When you see your neighbor’s ox or sheep going astray, do not ignore it; you must

return it without fail to your neighbor.
2 If the owner does not live near you or you do not know who the owner is, then you

must corral the animal at your house and let it stay with you until the owner looks for
it; then youmust return it to him.

3You shall do the same to his donkey, his clothes, or anything else your neighbor has
lost and you have found; youmust not refuse to get involved.

4When you see your neighbor’s donkey or ox fallen along the road, do not ignore it;
instead, youmust be sure to help him get the animal on its feet again.

5 A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor should a man dress up in women’s
clothing, for anyone who does this is offensive to the LORD|strong="H3069" your God.

6 If you happen to notice a bird’s nest along the road, whether in a tree or on the
ground, and there are chicks or eggs with the mother bird sitting on them, you must
not take themother from the young.

7You must be sure to let the mother go, but you may take the young for yourself. Do
this so that it may go well with you and youmay have a long life.

8 If you build a new house, youmust construct a guard rail around your roof to avoid
being culpable in the event someone should fall from it.

Illustrations of the Principle of Purity
9Youmust not plant your vineyardwith two kinds of seed; otherwise the entire yield,

both of the seed you plant and the produce of the vineyard, will be defiled.
10Youmust not plowwith an ox and a donkey harnessed together.
11Youmust not wear clothingmade with wool and linenmeshed together.
12You shall make yourselves tassels for the four corners of the clothing you wear.
Purity in theMarriage Relationship

13 Suppose a man marries a woman, has sexual relations with her, and then rejects
her,

14accusing her of impropriety anddefaming her reputation by saying, “Imarried this
woman but when I had sexual relations with her I discovered she was not a virgin!”

15 Then the father and mother of the young woman must produce the evidence of
virginity for the elders of the city at the gate.

16The young woman’s father must say to the elders, “I gave my daughter to this man
and he has rejected her.

17Moreover, he has raised accusations of impropriety by saying, ‘I discovered your
daughter was not a virgin,’ but this is the evidence of my daughter’s virginity!” The
clothmust then be spread out before the city’s elders.

18The elders of that city must then seize theman and punish him.
19 They will fine him one hundred shekels of silver and give them to the young

woman’s father, for the man who made the accusation ruined the reputation of an
Israelite virgin. She will then become his wife and he may never divorce her as long
as he lives.

20But if the accusation is true and the young womanwas not a virgin,
21 the men of her city must bring the young woman to the door of her father’s house

and stone her to death, for she has done a disgraceful thing in Israel by behaving like a
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prostitutewhile living in her father’s house. In thisway youwill purge evil fromamong
you.

22 If a man is caught having sexual relations with a married woman both the man
who had relations with the woman and the woman herself must die; in this way you
will purge evil from Israel.

23 If a virgin is engaged to amanandanothermanmeets her in the city andhas sexual
relations with her,

24youmust bring the two of them to the gate of that city and stone them to death, the
young woman because she did not cry out though in the city and the man because he
violated his neighbor’s fiancée; in this way you will purge evil from among you.

25But if the man came across the engaged woman in the field and overpowered her
and raped her, then only the rapist must die.

26 You must not do anything to the young woman – she has done nothing deserving
of death. This case is the same as when someone attacks another person and murders
him,

27 for the man met her in the field and the engaged woman cried out, but there was
no one to rescue her.

28Supposeamancomesacross avirginwho isnot engagedandoverpowers andrapes
her and they are discovered.

29Themanwho has raped hermust pay her father fifty shekels of silver and shemust
become his wife because he has violated her; he may never divorce her as long as he
lives.

30Amanmay not marry his father’s former wife and in this way dishonor his father.

23
1Amanwith crushed or severed genitals may not enter the assembly of the LORD.
2A person of illegitimate birth may not enter the assembly of the LORD; to the tenth

generation no one related to himmay do so.
3 An Ammonite or Moabite may not enter the assembly of the LORD; to the tenth

generation none of their descendants shall ever do so,
4 for they did not meet you with food and water on the way as you came from Egypt,

and furthermore, they hired Balaam son of Beor of Pethor in Aram Naharaim to curse
you.

5 But the LORD your God refused to listen to Balaam and changed the curse to a
blessing, for the LORD your God loves you.

6Youmust not seek peace and prosperity for them through all the ages to come.
7Youmust not hate anEdomite, for he is your relative; youmust not hate anEgyptian,

for you lived as a foreigner in his land.
8Children of the third generation born to themmay enter the assembly of the LORD.

Purity in Personal Hygiene
9 When you go out as an army against your enemies, guard yourselves against

anything impure.
10 If there is someone among youwho is impure because of some nocturnal emission,

hemust leave the camp; hemay not reenter it immediately.
11When evening arrives hemust wash himself withwater and then at sunset hemay

reenter the camp.
12You are to have a place outside the camp to serve as a latrine.
13Youmusthavea spadeamongyourother equipment andwhenyou relieve yourself

outside youmust dig a hole with the spade and then turn and cover your excrement.
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14 For the LORD your God walks about in the middle of your camp to deliver you and
defeat your enemies for you. Therefore your camp should be holy, so that he does not
see anything indecent among you and turn away from you.

Purity in the Treatment of the Nonprivileged
15Youmust not return an escaped slave to his master when he has run away to you.
16 Indeed, he may live among you in any place he chooses, in whichever of your

villages he prefers; youmust not oppress him.
Purity in Cultic Personnel

17 There must never be a sacred prostitute among the young women of Israel nor a
sacredmale prostitute among the youngmen of Israel.

18Youmust never bring the pay of a female prostitute or thewage of amale prostitute
into the temple of the LORD your God in fulfillment of any vow, for both of these are
abhorrent to the LORD your God.

Respect for Others’ Property
19Youmust not charge interest on a loan to your fellow Israelite, whether onmoney,

food, or anything else that has been loaned with interest.
20Youmay lendwith interest to a foreigner, butnot to your fellow Israelite; if youkeep

this command the LORD your Godwill bless you in all you undertake in the land you are
about to enter to possess.

21When you make a vow to the LORD your God you must not delay in fulfilling it, for
otherwise he will surely hold you accountable as a sinner.

22 If you refrain frommaking a vow, it will not be sinful.
23Whatever you vow, you must be careful to do what you have promised, such as

what you have vowed to the LORD your God as a freewill offering.
24When you enter the vineyard of your neighbor youmay eat asmany grapes as you

please, but youmust not take away any in a container.
25 When you go into the ripe grain fields of your neighbor you may pluck off the

kernels with your hand, but youmust not use a sickle on your neighbor’s ripe grain.

24
1 If a man marries a woman and she does not please him because he has found

something offensive in her, then he may draw up a divorce document, give it to her,
and evict her from his house.

2When she has left him shemay go and become someone else’s wife.
3 If the second husband rejects her and then divorces her, gives her the papers, and

evicts her from his house, or if the second husbandwhomarried her dies,
4 her first husband who divorced her is not permitted to remarry her after she has

become ritually impure, for that is offensive to the LORD. You must not bring guilt on
the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.

5When aman is newlymarried, he need not go into the army nor be obligated in any
way; he must be free to stay at home for a full year and bring joy to the wife he has
married.

6Onemust not take either lower or upper millstones as security on a loan, for that is
like taking a life itself as security.

7 If aman is found kidnapping a person fromamong his fellow Israelites, and regards
himasmere property and sells him, that kidnappermust die. In thisway youwill purge
evil from among you.

Respect for HumanDignity
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8 Be careful during an outbreak of leprosy to follow precisely all that the Levitical
priests instruct you; as I have commanded them, so you should do.

9 Remember what the LORD|strong="H3069" your God did to Miriam along the way
after you left Egypt.

10When you make any kind of loan to your neighbor, you may not go into his house
to claimwhat he is offering as security.

11Youmust stand outside and the person towhomyou aremaking the loanwill bring
out to you what he is offering as security.

12 If the person is poor youmay not use what he gives you as security for a covering.
13 You must by all means return to him at sunset the item he gave you as security so

that he may sleep in his outer garment and bless you for it; it will be considered a just
deed by the LORD your God.

14 You must not oppress a lowly and poor servant, whether one from among your
fellow Israelites or fromthe resident foreignerswhoare living inyour landandvillages.

15You must pay his wage that very day before the sun sets, for he is poor and his life
depends on it. Otherwise he will cry out to the LORD against you, and you will be guilty
of sin.

16 Fathers must not be put to death for what their children do, nor children for what
their fathers do; eachmust be put to death for his own sin.

17 You must not pervert justice due a resident foreigner or an orphan, or take a
widow’s garment as security for a loan.

18Remember that youwere slaves in Egypt and that the LORDyourGod redeemedyou
from there; therefore I am commanding you to do all this.

19Whenever you reap your harvest in your field and leave someunraked grain there,
you must not return to get it; it should go to the resident foreigner, orphan, and widow
so that the LORD your Godmay bless all the work you do.

20When you beat your olive tree you must not repeat the procedure; the remaining
olives belong to the resident foreigner, orphan, and widow.

21When you gather the grapes of your vineyard you must not do so a second time;
they should go to the resident foreigner, orphan, and widow.

22Remember that you were slaves in the land of Egypt; therefore, I am commanding
you to do all this.

25
1 If controversy arises between people, they should go to court for judgment. When

the judges hear the case, they shall exonerate the innocent but condemn the guilty.
2 Then, if the guilty person is sentenced to a beating, the judge shall force him to lie

down and be beaten in his presence with the number of blows his wicked behavior
deserves.

3 The judge may sentence him to forty blows, but no more. If he is struck with more
than these, youmight view your fellow Israelite with contempt.

4Youmust not muzzle your ox when it is treading grain.

Respect for the Sanctity of Others
5 If brothers live together and one of them dies without having a son, the deadman’s

wifemust not remarry someone outside the family. Instead, her late husband’s brother
must go to her, marry her, and perform the duty of a brother-in-law.

6 Then the first son she bears will continue the name of the dead brother, thus
preventing his name from being blotted out of Israel.
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7But if the man does not want to marry his brother’s widow, then she must go to the
elders at the town gate and say, “Myhusband’s brother refuses to preserve his brother’s
name in Israel; he is unwilling to perform the duty of a brother-in-law tome!”

8Then the elders of his citymust summonhimand speak to him. If he persists, saying,
“I don’t want to marry her,”

9 then his sister-in-law must approach him in view of the elders, remove his sandal
from his foot, and spit in his face. She will then respond, “Thus may it be done to any
manwho does not maintain his brother’s family line!”

10His family namewill be referred to in Israel as “the family of the onewhose sandal
was removed.”

11 If twomen get into a hand-to-hand fight, and the wife of one of them gets involved
to help her husband against his attacker, and she reaches out her hand and grabs his
genitals,

12 then youmust cut off her hand – do not pity her.
13Youmust not have in your bag different stone weights, a heavy and a light one.
14Youmustnothave inyourhousedifferentmeasuringcontainers, a largeandasmall

one.
15 You must have an accurate and correct stone weight and an accurate and correct

measuring container, so that your life may be extended in the land the LORD your God
is about to give you.

16For anyone who acts dishonestly in these ways is abhorrent to the LORD your God.

Treatment of the Amalekites
17Remember what the Amalekites did to you on your way from Egypt,
18 how they met you along the way and cut off all your stragglers in the rear of the

march when youwere exhausted and tired; they were unafraid of God.
19 So when the LORD your God gives you relief from all the enemies who surround

you in the land he is giving you as an inheritance, youmustwipe out thememory of the
Amalekites from under heaven – do not forget!

26
1Whenyou enter the land that the LORD yourGod is giving you as an inheritance, and

you occupy it and live in it,
2 you must take the first of all the ground’s produce you harvest from the land the

LORD your God is giving you, place it in a basket, and go to the place where he chooses
to locate his name.

3Youmust go to the priest in office at that time and say to him, “I declare today to the
LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD promised to our ancestors
to give us.”

4 The priest will then take the basket from you and set it before the altar of the LORD
your God.

5 Then you must affirm before the LORD your GOD, “A wandering Aramean was my
ancestor, and he went down to Egypt and lived there as a foreigner with a household
few in number, but there he became a great, powerful, and numerous people.

6But the Egyptians mistreated and oppressed us, forcing us to do burdensome labor.
7 So we cried out to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, and he heard us and saw our

humiliation, toil, and oppression.
8 Therefore the LORD brought us out of Egypt with tremendous strength and power,

as well as with great awe-inspiring signs and wonders.
9Then he brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing withmilk and

honey.
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10 So now, look! I have brought the first of the ground’s produce that you, LORD, have
given me.” Then you must set it down before the LORD your God and worship before
him.

11Youwill celebrate all the good things that theLORDyourGodhas givenyouandyour
family, along with the Levites and the resident foreigners among you.

Presentation of the Third-year Tithe
12When you finish tithing all your income in the third year (the year of tithing), you

must give it to the Levites, the resident foreigners, the orphans, and the widows so that
theymay eat to their satisfaction in your villages.

13Then you shall say before the LORD your God, “I have removed the sacred offering
from my house and given it to the Levites, the resident foreigners, the orphans, and
the widows just as you have commanded me. I have not violated or forgotten your
commandments.

14 I have not eaten anything when I was in mourning, or removed any of it while
ceremonially unclean, or offered any of it to the dead; I have obeyed you andhave done
everything you have commandedme.

15 Look down from your holy dwelling place in heaven and bless your people Israel
and the landyouhave givenus, just as youpromised our ancestors – a landflowingwith
milk and honey.”

Narrative Interlude
16Today theLORDyourGod is commandingyou tokeep these statutes andordinances,

something youmust do with all your heart and soul.
17 Today you have declared the LORD to be your God, and that you will walk in his

ways, keep his statutes, commandments, and ordinances, and obey him.
18 And today the LORD has declared you to be his special people (as he already

promised you) so youmay keep all his commandments.
19 Then he will elevate you above all the nations he has made and you will receive

praise, fame, and honor. You will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he has said.

27
1ThenMoses and the elders of Israel commanded the people: “Pay attention to all the

commandments I am giving you today.
2When you cross the Jordan River to the land the LORD your God is giving you, you

must erect great stones and cover themwith plaster.
3 Then you must inscribe on them all the words of this law when you cross over, so

that you may enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk
and honey just as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, said to you.

4 So when you cross the Jordan you must erect on Mount Ebal these stones about
which I am commanding you today, and youmust cover themwith plaster.

5Then youmust build an altar there to the LORD your God, an altar of stones – do not
use an iron tool on them.

6 You must build the altar of the LORD your God with whole stones and offer burnt
offerings on it to the LORD your God.

7 Also you must offer fellowship offerings and eat them there, rejoicing before the
LORD your God.

8Youmust inscribe on the stones all the words of this law, making them clear.”
9ThenMoses and the Levitical priests spoke to all Israel: “Be quiet and pay attention,

Israel. Today you have become the people of the LORD your God.
10Youmust obey him and keep his commandments and statutes that I am giving you

today.”
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11Moreover, Moses commanded the people that day:
12 “The following tribes must stand to bless the people on Mount Gerizim when you

cross the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin.
13And these other tribesmust stand for the curse onMount Ebal: Reuben, Gad, Asher,

Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

The Covenant Curses
14 “The Levites will call out to every Israelite with a loud voice:
15 ‘Cursed is the onewhomakes a carved ormetal image – something abhorrent to the

LORD, the work of the craftsman – and sets it up in a secret place.’ Then all the people
will say, ‘Amen!’

16 ‘Cursed is the one who disrespects his father and mother.’ Then all the people will
say, ‘Amen!’

17 ‘Cursed is the onewhomoves his neighbor’s boundarymarker.’ Then all the people
will say, ‘Amen!’

18 ‘Cursed is the onewhomisleads a blindpersonon the road.’ Thenall the peoplewill
say, ‘Amen!’

19 ‘Cursed is the one who perverts justice for the resident foreigner, the orphan, and
the widow.’ Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’

20 ‘Cursed is the one who has sexual relations with his father’s former wife, for he
dishonors his father.’ Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’

21 ‘Cursed is the one who commits bestiality.’ Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’
22 ‘Cursed is the onewhohas sexual relationswith his sister, the daughter of either his

father or mother.’ Then all the people will say, ‘Amen!’
23 ‘Cursed is the one who has sexual relations with his mother-in-law.’ Then all the

people will say, ‘Amen!’
24 ‘Cursed is the one who kills his neighbor in private.’ Then all the people will say,

‘Amen!’
25 ‘Cursed is the onewho takes a bribe to kill an innocent person.’ Then all the people

will say, ‘Amen!’
26 ‘Cursed is the one who refuses to keep the words of this law.’ Then all the people

will say, ‘Amen!’

28
1 “If you indeed obey the LORD your God and are careful to observe all his command-

ments I am giving you today, the LORD your God will elevate you above all the nations
of the earth.

2All these blessings will come to you in abundance if you obey the LORD your God:
3Youwill be blessed in the city and blessed in the field.
4 Your children will be blessed, as well as the produce of your soil, the offspring of

your livestock, the calves of your herds, and the lambs of your flocks.
5Your basket and yourmixing bowl will be blessed.
6Youwill be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.
7TheLORDwill causeyour enemieswhoattackyou tobe struckdownbeforeyou; they

will attack you from one direction but flee from you in seven different directions.
8The LORD will decree blessing for you with respect to your barns and in everything

you do – yes, he will bless you in the land he is giving you.
9The LORD will designate you as his holy people just as he promised you, if you keep

his commandments and obey him.
10 Then all the peoples of the earth will see that you belong to the LORD|

strong="H5921", and they will respect you.
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11 The LORD will greatly multiply your children, the offspring of your livestock, and
the produce of your soil in the land which he promised your ancestors he would give
you.

12 The LORD will open for you his good treasure house, the heavens, to give you rain
for the land in its season and to bless all you do; you will lend to many nations but you
will not borrow from any.

13The LORDwillmake you the head and not the tail, and youwill always end up at the
top and not at the bottom, if you obey his commandments which I am urging you today
to be careful to do.

14But you must not turn away from all the commandments I am giving you today, to
either the right or left, nor pursue other gods and worship them.

Curses as Reversal of Blessings
15 “But if you ignore the LORD your God and are not careful to keep all his command-

ments and statutes I am giving you today, then all these curses will come upon you in
full force:

16Youwill be cursed in the city and cursed in the field.
17Your basket and yourmixing bowl will be cursed.
18Your children will be cursed, as well as the produce of your soil, the calves of your

herds, and the lambs of your flocks.
19Youwill be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.

Curses by Disease and Drought
20 “The LORDwill send on you a curse, confusing you and opposing you in everything

you undertake until you are destroyed and quickly perish because of the evil of your
deeds, in that you have forsakenme.

21 The LORD will plague you with deadly diseases until he has completely removed
you from the land you are about to possess.

22Hewill afflict youwithweakness, fever, inflammation, infection, sword, blight, and
mildew; these will attack you until you perish.

23The sky above your heads will be bronze and the earth beneath you iron.
24 The LORD will make the rain of your land powder and dust; it will come down on

you from the sky until you are destroyed.

Curses by Defeat and Deportation
25 “The LORD will allow you to be struck down before your enemies; you will attack

them from one direction but flee from them in seven directions and will become an
object of terror to all the kingdoms of the earth.

26 Your carcasses will be food for every bird of the sky and wild animal of the earth,
and there will be no one to chase them off.

27 The LORD will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, eczema, and
scabies, all of which cannot be healed.

28The LORD will also subject you to madness, blindness, and confusion of mind.
29Youwill feel yourway along at noon like the blind person does in darkness and you

will not succeed in anything you do; you will be constantly oppressed and continually
robbed, with no one to save you.

30 You will be engaged to a woman and another man will rape her. You will build a
house but not live in it. You will plant a vineyard but not even begin to use it.

31 Your ox will be slaughtered before your very eyes but you will not eat of it. Your
donkeywill be stolen fromyou as youwatch andwill not be returned to you. Your flock
of sheep will be given to your enemies and there will be no one to save you.
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32Your sons and daughters will be given to another people while you look on in vain
all day, and you will be powerless to do anything about it.

33As for the produce of your land and all your labor, a people you do not know will
consume it, andyouwill benothingbut oppressedand crushed for the rest of your lives.

34Youwill go insane from seeing all this.
35TheLORDwill afflict you inyourkneesandonyour legswithpainful, incurableboils

– from the soles of your feet to the top of your head.
36The LORDwill force you and your king whom youwill appoint over you to go away

to a people whom you and your ancestors have not known, and you will serve other
gods of wood and stone there.

37Youwill become an occasion of horror, a proverb, and an object of ridicule to all the
peoples to whom the LORD will drive you.

The Curse of Reversed Status
38 “You will take much seed to the field but gather little harvest, because locusts will

consume it.
39You will plant vineyards and cultivate them, but you will not drink wine or gather

in grapes, because worms will eat them.
40Youwill have olive trees throughout your territory but youwill not anoint yourself

with olive oil, because the olives will drop off the trees while still unripe.
41Youwill bear sons anddaughters but not keep them, because theywill be taken into

captivity.
42Whirring locusts will take over every tree and all the produce of your soil.
43The foreignerswho reside among youwill become higher and higher over you and

youwill become lower and lower.
44They will lend to you but you will not lend to them; they will become the head and

youwill become the tail!
45 All these curses will fall on you, pursuing and overtaking you until you are de-

stroyed, because youwouldnot obey theLORDyourGodbykeepinghis commandments
and statutes that he has given you.

46 These curses will be a perpetual sign and wonder with reference to you and your
descendants.

The Curse ofMilitary Siege
47 “Because you have not served the LORD your God joyfully andwholeheartedlywith

the abundance of everything you have,
48 instead in hunger, thirst, nakedness, and poverty you will serve your enemies

whom the LORD will send against you. They will place an iron yoke on your neck until
they have destroyed you.

49 The LORD will raise up a distant nation against you, one from the other side of the
earth as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not understand,

50a nation of stern appearance that will have no regard for the elderly or pity for the
young.

51They will devour the offspring of your livestock and the produce of your soil until
you are destroyed. Theywill not leave youwith any grain, newwine, olive oil, calves of
your herds, or lambs of your flocks until they have destroyed you.

52Theywill besiegeall ofyourvillagesuntil all ofyourhighand fortifiedwalls collapse
– those inwhichyouputyour confidence throughout the land. Theywill besiegeall your
villages throughout the land the LORD your God has given you.

53You will then eat your own offspring, the flesh of the sons and daughters the LORD
your God has given you, because of the severity of the siege bywhich your enemieswill
constrict you.
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54 The man among you who is by nature tender and sensitive will turn against his
brother, his beloved wife, and his remaining children.

55Hewill withhold fromall of themhis children’s flesh that he is eating (since there is
nothing else left), becauseof the severity of the siegebywhichyour enemywill constrict
you in your villages.

56 Likewise, the most tender and delicate of your women, who would never think
of putting even the sole of her foot on the ground because of her daintiness, will turn
against her beloved husband, her sons and daughters,

57andwill secretly eatherafterbirthandhernewbornchildren (since shehasnothing
else), because of the severity of the siege bywhich your enemywill constrict you in your
villages.

The Curse of Covenant Termination
58 “If you refuse to obey all the words of this law, the things written in this scroll, and

refuse to fear this glorious and awesome name, the LORD your God,
59 then the LORD will increase your punishments and those of your descendants –

great and long-lasting afflictions and severe, enduring illnesses.
60 He will infect you with all the diseases of Egypt that you dreaded, and they will

persistently afflict you.
61 Moreover, the LORD will bring upon you every kind of sickness and plague not

mentioned in this scroll of commandments, until you have perished.
62There will be very few of you left, though at one time youwere as numerous as the

stars in the sky, because you will have disobeyed the LORD your God.
63This iswhatwill happen: Just as theLORDdelighted todogood foryouandmakeyou

numerous, he will take delight in destroying and decimating you. You will be uprooted
from the land you are about to possess.

64The LORDwill scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to the other.
There you will worship other gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known,
gods of wood and stone.

65 Among those nations you will have no rest nor will there be a place of peaceful
rest for the soles of your feet, for there the LORD will give you an anxious heart, failing
eyesight, and a spirit of despair.

66 Your life will hang in doubt before you; you will be terrified by night and day and
will have no certainty of surviving from one day to the next.

67 In the morning you will say, ‘If only it were evening!’ And in the evening you will
say, ‘I wish it weremorning!’ because of the things youwill fear and the things youwill
see.

68Then the LORDwill make you return to Egypt by ship, over a route I said to you that
youwould never see again. There youwill sell yourselves to your enemies asmale and
female slaves, but no one will buy you.”

29
1These are the words of the covenant that the LORD commandedMoses tomakewith

the people of Israel in the land of Moab, in addition to the covenant he had made with
them at Horeb.

The Exodus,Wandering, and Conquest Reviewed
2Moses proclaimed to all Israel as follows: “You have seen all that the LORD did in the

land of Egypt to Pharaoh, all his servants, and his land.
3Your eyes have seen the great judgments, those signs andmighty wonders.
4But to this very day the LORD has not given you an understanding mind, perceptive

eyes, or discerning ears!
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5 I have led you through the desert for forty years. Your clothing has notworn out nor
have your sandals deteriorated.

6 You have eaten no bread and drunk no wine or beer – all so that you might know
that I am the LORD your God!

7When you came to this place King Sihon of Heshbon and King Og of Bashan came
out to make war andwe defeated them.

8 Then we took their land and gave it as an inheritance to Reuben, Gad, and half the
tribe of Manasseh.

The Present Covenant Setting
9 “Therefore, keep the terms of this covenant and obey them so that you may be

successful in everything you do.
10 You are standing today, all of you, before the LORD your God – the heads of your

tribes, your elders, your officials, every Israelite man,
11your infants, yourwives, and the foreigners living in your encampment, thosewho

chop wood and those who carry water –
12 so that youmay enter by oath into the covenant the LORD your God is making with

you today.
13 Today he will affirm that you are his people and that he is your God, just as he

promised you and as he swore by oath to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
14 It is not with you alone that I ammaking this covenant by oath,
15 but with whoever stands with us here today before the LORD our God as well as

those not with us here today.
The Results of Disobedience

16 “(For you know howwe lived in the land of Egypt and howwe crossed through the
nations as we traveled.

17You have seen their detestable things and idols of wood, stone, silver, and gold.)
18Beware that theheart of noman,woman, clan, or tribe amongyou turns away from

theLORDourGod today to pursue and serve the gods of thosenations; beware that there
is among you no root producing poisonous and bitter fruit.

19When such a person hears the words of this oath he secretly blesses himself and
says, “I will have peace though I continue to walk with a stubborn spirit.” This will
destroy the watered groundwith the parched.

20 The LORD will be unwilling to forgive him, and his intense anger will rage against
that man; all the curses written in this scroll will fall upon him and the LORD will
obliterate his name frommemory.

21The LORD will single him out for judgment from all the tribes of Israel according to
all the curses of the covenant written in this scroll of the law.

22The generation to come – your descendantswhowill rise up after you, aswell as the
foreignerwhowill come fromdistant places –will see the afflictions of that land and the
illnesses that the LORD has brought on it.

23Thewhole landwill be coveredwith brimstone, salt, and burning debris; it will not
be planted norwill it sprout or produce grass. Itwill resemble the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the LORD destroyed in his intense anger.

24Then all the nations will ask, “Why has the LORD done all this to this land? What is
this fierce, heated display of anger all about?”

25 Then people will say, “Because they abandoned the covenant of the LORD, the God
of their ancestors, which he made with them when he brought them out of the land of
Egypt.

26Theywent and served other gods andworshiped them, gods they did not knowand
that he did not permit them to worship.
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27That is why the LORD’s anger erupted against this land, bringing on it all the curses
written in this scroll.

28So the LORD has uprooted them from their land in anger, wrath, and great rage and
has deported them to another land, as is clear today.”

29 Secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those that are revealed belong to us
and our descendants forever, so that wemight obey all the words of this law.

30
1 “When you have experienced all these things, both the blessings and the curses I

have set before you, you will reflect upon them in all the nations where the LORD your
God has banished you.

2Then if youandyourdescendants turn to theLORDyourGodandobeyhimwith your
whole mind and being just as I am commanding you today,

3 the LORD yourGodwill reverse your captivity andhave pity on you. Hewill turn and
gather you from all the peoples among whom he has scattered you.

4 Even if your exiles are in the most distant land, from there the LORD your God will
gather you and bring you back.

5Thenhewill bring you to the landyourancestors possessedandyoualsowill possess
it; he will do better for you andmultiply youmore than he did your ancestors.

6The LORD your God will also cleanse your heart and the hearts of your descendants
so that youmay love himwith all yourmind and being and so that youmay live.

7Then the LORD yourGodwill put all these curses on your enemies, on thosewhohate
you and persecute you.

8You will return and obey the LORD, keeping all his commandments I am giving you
today.

9 The LORD your God will make the labor of your hands abundantly successful and
multiply your children, the offspring of your cattle, and the produce of your soil. For
the LORD your God will once more rejoice over you to make you prosperous just as he
rejoiced over your ancestors,

10 if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commandments and statutes that are
written in this scroll of the law. But you must turn to him with your whole mind and
being.

Exhortation to Covenant Obedience
11 “This commandment I am giving you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it too

remote.
12 It is not in heaven, as though one must say, “Who will go up to heaven to get it for

us and proclaim it to us so wemay obey it?”
13And it is not across the sea, as thoughonemust say, “Whowill cross over to theother

side of the sea and get it for us and proclaim it to us so wemay obey it?”
14For the thing is very near you – it is in yourmouth and in yourmind so that you can

do it.
15 “Look! I have set before you today life and prosperity on the one hand, and death

and disaster on the other.
16What I am commanding you today is to love the LORD yourGod, towalk in hisways,

and to obey his commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances. Then you will live
and become numerous and the LORD your Godwill bless you in the landwhich you are
about to possess.

17However, if you turnasideanddonot obey, but are luredaway toworshipand serve
other gods,

18 I declare to you this veryday that youwill certainlyperish! Youwill not extendyour
time in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.
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19 Today I invoke heaven and earth as a witness against you that I have set life and
death, blessing and curse, before you. Therefore choose life so that you and your
descendants may live!

20 I also call on you to love the LORD your God, to obey him and be loyal to him, for he
gives you life and enables you to live continually in the land the LORD promised to give
to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

31
1ThenMoses went and spoke these words to all Israel.
2He said to them, “Today I am a hundred and twenty years old. I amno longer able to

get about, and the LORD has said to me, ‘Youwill not cross the Jordan.’
3As for the LORD your God, he is about to cross over before you; he will destroy these

nations before you and dispossess them. As for Joshua, he is about to cross before you
just as the LORD has said.

4The LORDwill do to them just what he did to Sihon andOg, the Amorite kings, and to
their land, which he destroyed.

5 The LORD will deliver them over to you and you will do to them according to the
whole commandment I have given you.

6 Be strong and courageous! Do not fear or tremble before them, for the LORD your
God is the one who is going with you. He will not fail you or abandon you!”

7 Then Moses called out to Joshua in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and
courageous, for you will accompany these people to the land that the LORD promised
to give their ancestors, and you will enable them to inherit it.

8 The LORD is indeed going before you – he will be with you; he will not fail you or
abandon you. Do not be afraid or discouraged!”

The Deposit of the Covenant Text
9 Then Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the Levitical priests, who carry the

ark of the LORD’s covenant, and to all Israel’s elders.
10 He commanded them: “At the end of seven years, at the appointed time of the

cancellation of debts, at the Feast of Temporary Shelters,
11when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God in the place he chooses,

youmust read this law before themwithin their hearing.
12Gather the people –men,women, and children, aswell as the resident foreigners in

your villages – so they may hear and thus learn about and fear the LORD your God and
carefully obey all the words of this law.

13 Then their children, who have not known this law, will also hear about and learn
to fear the LORD your God for as long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan
to possess.”

The Commissioning of Joshua
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “The day of your death is near. Summon Joshua and

present yourselves in the tent of meeting so that I can commission him.” So Moses and
Joshua presented themselves in the tent of meeting.

15 The LORD appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud that stood above the door of the
tent.

16Then the LORD said toMoses, “You are about to die, and then these peoplewill begin
to prostitute themselves with the foreign gods of the land into which they are going.
They will reject me and breakmy covenant that I havemade with them.

17At that timemyangerwill erupt against themand Iwill abandon themandhidemy
face from them until they are devoured. Many disasters and distresses will overcome
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them so that they will say at that time, ‘Have not these disasters overcome us because
our God is not among us ?’

18But I will certainly hide myself at that time because of all the wickedness they will
have done by turning to other gods.

19Nowwrite down for yourselves the following song and teach it to the Israelites. Put
it into their verymouths so that this songmay serve asmywitness against the Israelites!

20For after I havebrought them to the land I promised to their ancestors –oneflowing
withmilk and honey – and they eat their fill and become fat, then theywill turn to other
gods and worship them; they will reject me and breakmy covenant.

21 Then when many disasters and distresses overcome them this song will testify
against them, for their descendantswill not forget it. I know the intentions they have in
mind today, even before I bring them to the land I have promised.”

22 So on that dayMoses wrote down this song and taught it to the Israelites,
23 and the LORD commissioned|strong="H6680" Joshua son of Nun, “Be strong and

courageous, for you will take the Israelites to the land I have promised them, and I will
be with you.”

Anticipation of Disobedience
24WhenMoses finished writing on a scroll the words of this law in their entirety,
25he commanded the Levites who carried the ark of the LORD’s covenant,
26 “Take this scroll of the law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD

your God. It will remain there as a witness against you,
27 for I know about your rebellion and stubbornness. Indeed, evenwhile I have been

living among you to this very day, you have rebelled against the LORD; youwill be even
more rebellious after my death!

28Gather tomeall your tribal elders and officials so I can speak to themdirectly about
these things and call the heavens and the earth to witness against them.

29 For I know that after I die you will totally corrupt yourselves and turn away from
the path I have commanded you towalk. Disaster will confront you in the days to come
because you will act wickedly before the LORD, inciting him to anger because of your
actions.”

30ThenMoses recited the words of this song from start to finish in the hearing of the
whole assembly of Israel.

32
1Listen, O heavens, and I will speak;
hear, O earth, the words of mymouth.
2My teaching will drop like the rain,
my sayings will drip like the dew,
as rain drops upon the grass,
and showers upon new growth.
3For I will proclaim the name of the LORD;
youmust acknowledge the greatness of our God.
4As for the Rock, his work is perfect,
for all his ways are just.
He is a reliable God who is never unjust,
he is fair and upright.
5His people have been unfaithful to him;
they have not acted like his children – this is their sin.
They are a perverse and deceitful generation.
6 Is this how you repay the LORD,
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you foolish, unwise people?
Is he not your father, your creator?
He has made you and established you.
7Remember the ancient days;
bear inmind the years of past generations.
Ask your father and he will inform you,
your elders, and they will tell you.
8When theMost High gave the nations their inheritance,
when he divided up humankind,
he set the boundaries of the peoples,
according to the number of the heavenly assembly.
9For the LORD’s allotment is his people,
Jacob is his special possession.
10The LORD found|strong="H4672" him in a desolate land,
in an empty wasteland where animals howl.
He continually guarded him and taught him;
he continually protected him like the pupil of his eye.
11Like an eagle that stirs up its nest,
that hovers over its young,
so the LORD|strong="H7363" spread out his wings and took him,
he lifted him up on his pinions.
12The LORD alone was guiding him,
no foreign god was with him.
13He enabled him to travel over the high terrain of the land,
and he ate of the produce of the fields.
He provided honey for him from the cliffs,
and olive oil from the hardest of rocks,
14butter from the herd
andmilk from the flock,
along with the fat of lambs,
rams and goats of Bashan,
along with the best of the kernels of wheat;
and from the juice of grapes you drank wine.

Israel’s Rebellion
15But Jeshurun became fat and kicked,
you got fat, thick, and stuffed!
Then he deserted the Godwhomade him,
and treated the Rock who saved himwith contempt.
16Theymade him jealous with other gods,
they enraged himwith abhorrent idols.
17They sacrificed to demons, not God,
to gods they had not known;
to new gods who had recently come along,
gods your ancestors had not known about.
18You have forgotten the Rock who fathered you,
and put out of mind the Godwho gave you birth.

AWord of Judgment
19But the LORD took note and despised them
because his sons and daughters enraged him.
20He said, “I will reject them,
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I will see what will happen to them;
for they are a perverse generation,
children who show no loyalty.
21They havemademe jealous with false gods,
enragingmewith their worthless gods;
so I will make them jealous with a people they do not recognize,
with a nation slow to learn I will enrage them.
22For a fire has been kindled bymy anger,
and it burns to lowest Sheol;
it consumes the earth and its produce,
and ignites the foundations of themountains.
23 I will increase their disasters,
I will use upmy arrows on them.
24They will be starved by famine,
eaten by plague, and bitterly stung;
I will send the teeth of wild animals against them,
along with the poison of creatures that crawl in the dust.
25The sword will make people childless outside,
and terror will do so inside;
they will destroy both the youngman and the virgin,
the infant and the gray-hairedman.

TheWeakness of Other Gods
26 “I said, ‘I want to cut them in pieces.
I want to make people forget they ever existed.
27But I fear the reaction of their enemies,
for their adversaries wouldmisunderstand
and say, “Our power is great,
and the LORD has not done all this!” ’
28They are a nation devoid of wisdom,
and there is no understanding among them.
29 I wish that they were wise and could understand this,
and that they could comprehendwhat will happen to them.”
30How can oneman chase a thousand of them,
and two pursue ten thousand;
unless their Rock had delivered them up,
and the LORD had handed them over?
31For our enemies’ rock is not like our Rock,
as even our enemies concede.
32For their vine is from the stock of Sodom,
and from the fields of Gomorrah.
Their grapes contain venom,
their clusters of grapes are bitter.
33Their wine is snakes’ poison,
the deadly venom of cobras.
34 “Is this not stored up withme?” says the LORD, |strong="H2856"
“Is it not sealed up inmy storehouses?
35 I will get revenge and pay them back
at the time their foot slips;
for the day of their disaster is near,
and the impending judgment is rushing upon them!”
36The LORD will judge his people,
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andwill change his plans concerning his servants;
when he sees that their power has disappeared,
and that no one is left, whether confined or set free.
37Hewill say, “Where are their gods,
the rock in whom they sought security,
38who ate the best of their sacrifices,
and drank the wine of their drink offerings?
Let them rise and help you;
let them be your refuge!

The Vindication of the LORD
39 “See now that I, indeed I, am he!” says the LORD, |strong="H0369"
“and there is no other god besides me.
I kill and give life,
I smash and I heal,
and none can resist my power.
40For I raise upmy hand to heaven,
and say, ‘As surely as I live forever,
41 I will sharpenmy lightning-like sword,
andmy handwill grasp hold of the weapon of judgment;
I will execute vengeance onmy foes,
and repay those who hate me!
42 I will makemy arrows drunk with blood,
andmy sword will devour flesh –
the blood of the slaughtered and captured,
the chief of the enemy’s leaders!’ ”
43Cry out, O nations, with his people,
for he will avenge his servants’ blood;
he will take vengeance against his enemies,
andmake atonement for his land and people.

Narrative Interlude
44 Then Moses went with Joshua son of Nun and recited all the words of this song to

the people.
45WhenMoses finished reciting all these words to all Israel
46 he said to them, “Keep in mind all the words I am solemnly proclaiming to you

today; youmust command your children to observe carefully all the words of this law.
47For this is no idleword for you – it is your life! By this word youwill live a long time

in the land you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.”
Instructions aboutMoses’Death

48Then the LORD said to Moses that same day,
49 “Go up to this Abarim hill country, to Mount Nebo (which is in the land of Moab

opposite Jericho ) and look at the land of Canaan that I am giving to the Israelites as a
possession.

50Youwill die on themountain that you ascend and join your deceased ancestors, just
as Aaron your brother died onMount Hor and joined his deceased ancestors,

51 for both of you rebelled against me among the Israelites at the waters of Meribah
Kadesh in the desert of Zin when you did not show me proper respect among the
Israelites.

52You will see the land before you, but you will not enter the land that I am giving to
the Israelites.”
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33
1This is the blessingMoses theman of God pronounced upon the Israelites before his

death.
2He said:
AHistorical Review

The LORD came from Sinai
and revealed himself to Israel from Seir.
He appeared in splendor fromMount Paran,
and came forth with ten thousand holy ones.
With his right hand he gave a fiery law to them.
3 Surely he loves the people;
all your holy ones are in your power.
And they sit at your feet,
each receiving your words.
4Moses delivered to us a law,
an inheritance for the assembly of Jacob.
5The LORD was|strong="H1961" king over Jeshurun,
when the leaders of the people assembled,
the tribes of Israel together.

Blessing on Reuben
6May Reuben live and not die,
andmay his people multiply.

Blessing on Judah
7And this is the blessing to Judah. He said,
Listen, O LORD, to Judah’s voice,
and bring him to his people.
May his power be great,
andmay you help him against his foes.

Blessing on Levi
8Of Levi he said:
Your Thummim and Urim belong to your godly one,
whose authority you challenged at Massah,
and with whom you argued at the waters of Meribah.
9He said to his father andmother, “I have not seen him,”
and he did not acknowledge his own brothers
or know his own children,
for they kept your word,
and guarded your covenant.
10They will teach Jacob your ordinances
and Israel your law;
they will offer incense as a pleasant odor,
and a whole offering on your altar.
11Bless, O LORD|strong="H3069", his goods,
and be pleased with his efforts;
undercut the legs of any who attack him,
and of those who hate him, so that they cannot stand.

Blessing on Benjamin
12Of Benjamin he said:
The beloved of the LORD will live safely by him;
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he protects him all the time,
and the LORD places|strong="H7931" him on his chest.

Blessing on Joseph
13Of Joseph he said:
May the LORD bless his land
with the harvest produced by the sky, by the dew,
and by the depths crouching beneath;
14with the harvest produced by the daylight
and by themoonlight;
15with the best of the ancient mountains
and the harvest produced by the age-old hills;
16with the harvest of the earth and its fullness
and the pleasure of himwho resided in the burning bush.
May blessing rest on Joseph’s head,
and on the top of the head of the one set apart from his brothers.
17May the firstborn of his bull bring him honor,
andmay his horns be those of a wild ox;
with themmay he gore all peoples,
all the far reaches of the earth.
They are the ten thousands of Ephraim,
and they are the thousands of Manasseh.

Blessing on Zebulun and Issachar
18Of Zebulun he said:
Rejoice, Zebulun, when you go outside,
and Issachar, when you are in your tents.
19They will summon peoples to themountain,
there they will sacrifice proper sacrifices;
for they will enjoy the abundance of the seas,
and the hidden treasures of the shores.

Blessing on Gad
20Of Gad he said:
Blessed be the one who enlarges Gad.
Like a lioness he will dwell;
he will tear at an arm – indeed, a scalp.
21He has selected the best part for himself,
for the portion of the ruler is set aside there;
he camewith the leaders of the people,
he obeyed the righteous laws of the LORD
and his ordinances with Israel.

Blessing on Dan
22Of Dan he said:
Dan is a lion’s cub;
he will leap forth from Bashan.

Blessing onNaphtali
23Of Naphtali he said:
O Naphtali, overflowing with favor,
and full of the LORD’s blessing,
possess the west and south.

Blessing on Asher
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24Of Asher he said:
Asher is blessed with children,
may he be favored by his brothers
andmay he dip his foot in olive oil.
25The bars of your gates will be made of iron and bronze,
andmay you have lifelong strength.

General Praise and Blessing
26There is no one like God, O Jeshurun,
who rides through the sky to help you,
on the clouds inmajesty.
27The everlasting God is a refuge,
and underneath you are his eternal arms;
he has driven out enemies before you,
and has said, “Destroy!”
28 Israel lives in safety,
the fountain of Jacob is quite secure,
in a land of grain and newwine;
indeed, its heavens rain down dew.
29You have joy, Israel! Who is like you?
You are a people delivered by the LORD,
your protective shield
and your exalted sword.
May your enemies cringe before you;
may you trample on their backs.

34
1 Then Moses ascended from the deserts of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the summit of

Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. The LORD showedhim thewhole land –Gilead toDan,
2 and all of Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far

as the distant sea,
3 the Negev, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of the date palm trees, as far

as Zoar.
4Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land I promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

when I said, ‘Iwill give it to yourdescendants.’ I have let you see it, but youwill not cross
over there.”

5 So Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab as the LORD had
said.

6Heburied him in the land ofMoabnear Beth Peor, but no one knows his exact burial
place to this very day.

7Moses was 120 years old when he died, but his eye was not dull nor had his vitality
departed.

8 The Israelites mourned for Moses in the deserts of Moab for thirty days; then the
days of mourning for Moses ended.

The Epitaph ofMoses
9 Now Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had placed

his hands on him; and the Israelites listened to him and did just what the LORD had
commandedMoses.

10 No prophet ever again arose in Israel like Moses, who knew the LORD|
strong="H3069" face to face.

11He did all the signs and wonders the LORD had sent him to do in the land of Egypt,
to Pharaoh, all his servants, and the whole land,
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12and he displayed great power and awesomemight in view of all Israel.
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Joshua

The LORD Commissions Joshua
1 After Moses the LORD’s servant died, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’

assistant:
2 “Moses my servant is dead. Get ready! Cross the Jordan River! Lead these people

into the land which I am ready to hand over to them.
3 I am handing over to you every place you set foot, as I promisedMoses.
4Your territory will extend from thewilderness in the south to Lebanon in the north.

It will extend all the way to the great River Euphrates in the east (including all of Syria)
and all the way to theMediterranean Sea in the west.

5No one will be able to resist you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I
will be with you. I will not abandon you or leave you alone.

6Be strong and brave! You must lead these people in the conquest of this land that I
solemnly promised their ancestors I would hand over to them.

7Make sure you are very strong and brave! Carefully obey all the law my servant
Moses charged you to keep! Do not swerve from it to the right or to the left, so that you
may be successful in all you do.

8This law scroll must not leave your lips! Youmustmemorize it day and night so you
can carefully obey all that is written in it. Then youwill prosper and be successful.

9 I repeat, be strong and brave! Don’t be afraid and don’t panic, for I, the LORD your
God, amwith you in all you do.”

Joshua Prepares for the Invasion
10 Joshua instructed the leaders of the people:
11 “Go through the camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your supplies, forwithin

three days you will cross the Jordan River and begin the conquest of the land the LORD
your God is ready to hand over to you.’ ”

12 Joshua told the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh:
13 “Remember what Moses the LORD’s servant commanded you. The LORD your God

is giving you a place to settle and is handing this land over to you.
14Yourwives, children and cattlemay stay in the land thatMoses assigned to you east

of the Jordan River. But all youwarriorsmust cross over armed for battle ahead of your
brothers. Youmust help them

15 until the LORD gives your brothers a place like yours to settle and they conquer
the land the LORD your God is ready to hand over to them. Then you may go back to
your allotted land and occupy the land Moses the LORD’s servant assigned you east of
the Jordan.”

16They told Joshua, “Wewill do everything you say. Wewill gowherever you send us.
17 Just as we obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. But may the LORD your God be with

you as he was withMoses!
18Any man who rebels against what you say and does not obey all your commands

will be executed. But be strong and brave!”

2
1 Joshua son of Nun sent two spies out from Shittim secretly and instructed them:

“Find out what you can about the land, especially Jericho.” They stopped at the house
of a prostitute named Rahab and spent the night there.
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2 The king of Jericho received this report: “Note well! Israelite men have come here
tonight to spy on the land.”

3So the king of Jericho sent this order to Rahab: “Turn over themenwho came to you
– the ones who came to your house – for they have come to spy on the whole land!”

4But the woman hid the two men and replied, “Yes, these men were clients of mine,
but I didn’t knowwhere they came from.

5When it was time to shut the city gate for the night, themen left. I don’t knowwhere
they were heading. Chase after them quickly, for you have time to catch them!”

6 (Now she had taken themup to the roof andhadhidden them in the stalks of flax she
had spread out on the roof.)

7Meanwhile the king’s men tried to find them on the road to the Jordan River near
the fords. The city gate was shut as soon as they set out in pursuit of them.

8Now before the spies went to sleep, Rahab went up to the roof.
9 She said to the men, “I know the LORD is handing this land over to you. We are

absolutely terrified of you, and all who live in the land are cringing before you.
10Forwe heard how the LORD dried up thewater of the Red Sea before youwhen you

left Egypt and how you annihilated the two Amorite kings, Sihon and Og, on the other
side of the Jordan.

11When we heard the news we lost our courage and no one could even breathe for
fear of you. For the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on earth below!

12 So now, promise me this with an oath sworn in the LORD’s name. Because I have
shown allegiance to you, show allegiance to my family. Give me a solemn pledge

13 that you will spare the lives of my father, mother, brothers, sisters, and all who
belong to them, and rescue us from death.”

14 The men said to her, “If you die, may we die too! If you do not report what we’ve
been up to, then, when the LORD hands the land over to us, we will show unswerving
allegiance to you.”

15Then Rahab let them down by a rope through the window. (Her house was built as
part of the city wall; she lived in the wall.)

16She told them, “Head to thehill country, so theones chasingyoudon’t findyou. Hide
from them there for three days, long enough for those chasing you to return. Then you
can be on your way.”

17The men said to her, “We are not bound by this oath youmade us swear unless the
following conditions are met:

18When we invade the land , tie this red rope in the window through which you let
us down, and gather together in your house your father, mother, brothers, and all who
live in your father’s house.

19 Anyone who leaves your house will be responsible for his own death – we are
innocent in that case! But if anyone with you in the house is harmed, we will be
responsible.

20 If you should reportwhatwe’vebeenup to,wearenot boundby this oath youmade
us swear.”

21She said, “I agree to these conditions.” She sent themon theirway and then tied the
red rope in the window.

22Theywent to the hill country and stayed there for three days, long enough for those
chasing them to return. Their pursuers looked all along the way but did not find them.

23Then the twomenreturned – they camedown fromthehills, crossed the river, came
to Joshua son of Nun, and reported to him all they had discovered.

24 They told Joshua, “Surely the LORD is handing over all the land to us! All who live
in the land are cringing before us!”
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3
1Bright and early the nextmorning Joshua and the Israelites left Shittim and came to

the Jordan. They camped there before crossing the river.
2After three days the leaders went through the camp
3and commanded thepeople: “Whenyou see the arkof the covenant of theLORDyour

God being carried by the Levitical priests, youmust leave here and walk behind it.
4 But stay about three thousand feet behind it. Keep your distance so you can see

which way you should go, for you have not traveled this way before.”
5 Joshua told the people, “Ritually consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will

performmiraculous deeds among you.”
6 Joshua told the priests, “Pick up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the

people.” So they picked up the ark of the covenant and went ahead of the people.
7 The LORD told Joshua, “This very day I will begin to honor you before all Israel so

they will know that I amwith you just as I was withMoses.
8 Instruct the priests carrying the ark of the covenant, ‘When you reach the bank of

the Jordan River, wade into the water.’ ”
9 Joshua told the Israelites, “Come here and listen to thewords of the LORD your God!”
10 Joshua continued, “This is how you will know the living God is among you and

that he will truly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites,
Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites.

11Look! The ark of the covenant of the Ruler of the whole earth is ready to enter the
Jordan ahead of you.

12Now select for yourselves twelvemen from the tribes of Israel, one per tribe.
13When the feet of the priests carrying the ark of the LORD, the Ruler of the whole

earth, touch the water of the Jordan, the water coming downstream toward you will
stop flowing and pile up.”

14 So when the people left their tents to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark
of the covenant went ahead of them.

15 When the ones carrying the ark reached the Jordan and the feet of the priests
carrying theark touched the surface of thewater – (the Jordan is at flood stage all during
harvest time) –

16 the water coming downstream toward them stopped flowing. It piled up far
upstream at Adam (the city near Zarethan); there was nowater at all flowing to the sea
of the Arabah (the Salt Sea). The people crossed the river opposite Jericho.

17The priests carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground
in themiddle of the Jordan. All Israel crossed over on dry grounduntil the entire nation
was on the other side.

4
1When the entire nation was on the other side, the LORD told Joshua,
2 “Select for yourselves twelvemen from the people, one per tribe.
3 Instruct them, ‘Pick up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from the very

placewhere the priests stand firmly, and carry them overwith you and put them in the
place where you camp tonight.’ ”

4 Joshua summoned the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one per
tribe.

5 Joshua told them, “Go in front of the ark of the LORD your God to the middle of the
Jordan. Each of you is to put a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the
Israelite tribes.

6 The stones will be a reminder to you. When your children ask someday, ‘Why are
these stones important to you?’
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7 tell themhow thewater of the Jordan stoppedflowingbefore the ark of the covenant
of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, thewater of the Jordan stoppedflowing. These
stones will be a lasting memorial for the Israelites.”

8 The Israelites did just as Joshua commanded. They picked up twelve stones,
according to the number of the Israelite tribes, from the middle of the Jordan as the
LORD had instructed Joshua. They carried them over with them to the camp and put
them there.

9 Joshua also set up twelve stones in themiddle of the Jordan in the very place where
the priests carrying the ark of the covenant stood. They remain there to this very day.

10 Now the priests carrying the ark of the covenant were standing in the middle of
the Jordan until everything the Lord had commanded Joshua to tell the people was
accomplished, in accordance with all that Moses had commanded Joshua. The people
went across quickly,

11 and when all the people had finished crossing, the ark of the LORD and the priests
crossed as the people looked on.

12 The Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over armed for
battle ahead of the Israelites, just as Moses had instructed them.

13 About forty thousand battle-ready troops marched past the LORD to fight on the
plains of Jericho.

14That day the LORD brought honor to Joshua before all Israel. They respected himall
his life, just as they had respectedMoses.

15The LORD told Joshua,
16 “Instruct the priests carrying the ark of the covenantal laws to come up from the

Jordan.”
17 So Joshua instructed the priests, “Come up from the Jordan!”
18 The priests carrying the ark of the covenant of the LORD came up from the middle

of the Jordan, and as soon as they set foot on dry land, the water of the Jordan flowed
again and returned to flood stage.

19Thepeoplewent up from the Jordan on the tenth day of thefirstmonth and camped
in Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho.

20Now Joshua set up in Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken from the Jordan.
21 He told the Israelites, “When your children someday ask their fathers, ‘What do

these stones represent?’
22 explain to your children, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground.’
23 For the LORD your God dried up the water of the Jordan before you while you

crossed over. It was just like when the LORD your God dried up the Red Sea before us
while we crossed it.

24He has done this so all the nations of the earth might recognize the LORD’s power
and so youmight always obey the LORD your God.”

5
1Whenall theAmorite kings on thewest side of the Jordanandall theCanaanite kings

along the seacoast heard how the LORD had dried up the water of the Jordan before the
Israeliteswhile they crossed, they lost their courage and couldnot evenbreathe for fear
of the Israelites.

ANewGeneration is Circumcised
2At that time the LORD told Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites

once again.”
3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites on the Hill of the

Foreskins.
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4 This is why Joshua had to circumcise them: All the men old enough to fight when
they left Egypt died on the journey through the desert after they left Egypt.

5 Now all the men who left were circumcised, but all the sons born on the journey
through the desert after they left Egypt were uncircumcised.

6 Indeed, for forty years the Israelites traveled through the desert until all themenold
enough tofightwhen they left Egypt, the oneswhohaddisobeyed theLORD, died off. For
the LORD had sworn a solemn oath to them that he would not let them see the land he
had sworn on oath to give them, a land rich inmilk and honey.

7He replaced themwith their sons, whom Joshua circumcised. Theywere uncircum-
cised; their fathers had not circumcised them along the way.

8When all the men had been circumcised, they stayed there in the camp until they
had healed.

9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have taken away the disgrace of Egypt from you.”
So that place is called Gilgal even to this day.

10So the Israelites camped in Gilgal and celebrated the Passover in the evening of the
fourteenth day of themonth on the plains of Jericho.

11 They ate some of the produce of the land the day after the Passover, including
unleavened bread and roasted grain.

12Themanna stopped appearing the day they ate some of the produce of the land; the
Israelites never ate manna again.

Israel Conquers Jericho
13When Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of

him holding a drawn sword. Joshua approached him and asked him, “Are you on our
side or allied with our enemies?”

14He answered, “Truly I am the commander of the LORD’s army. Now I have arrived!”
Joshua bowed downwith his face to the ground and asked, “What doesmymasterwant
to say to his servant?”

15The commander of the LORD’s army answered Joshua, “Remove your sandals from
your feet, because the place where you stand is holy.” Joshua did so.

6
1Now Jericho was shut tightly because of the Israelites. No one was allowed to leave

or enter.
2The LORD told Joshua, “See, I am about to defeat Jericho for you, along with its king

and its warriors.
3Have all the warriors march around the city one time; do this for six days.
4Have seven priests carry seven rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day

march around the city seven times, while the priests blow the horns.
5When you hear the signal from the ram’s horn, have the whole army give a loud

battle cry. Then the city wall will collapse and the warriors should charge straight
ahead.”

6So Joshua son of Nun summoned the priests and instructed them, “Pick up the ark of
the covenant, and seven priests must carry seven rams’ horns in front of the ark of the
LORD.”

7And he told the army, “Move ahead and march around the city, with armed troops
going ahead of the ark of the LORD.”

8When Joshua gave the army its orders, the seven priests carrying the seven rams’
horns before the LORD moved ahead and blew the horns as the ark of the covenant of
the LORD followed behind.

9Armed troopsmarched ahead of the priests blowing the horns, while the rear guard
followed along behind the ark blowing rams’ horns.
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10Now Joshua had instructed the army, “Do not give a battle cry or raise your voices;
say nothing until the day I tell you, ‘Give the battle cry.’ Then give the battle cry!”

11 So Joshua made sure they marched the ark of the LORD around the city one time.
Then they went back to the camp and spent the night there.

12Brightandearly thenextmorning Joshuahad thepriestspickup thearkof theLORD.
13 The seven priests carrying the seven rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD

marched along blowing their horns. Armed troops marched ahead of them, while the
rear guard followed along behind the ark of the LORD blowing rams’ horns.

14 They marched around the city one time on the second day, then returned to the
camp. They did this six days in all.

15On the seventh day theywere up at the crack of dawn andmarched around the city
as before – only this time theymarched around it seven times.

16The seventh timearound, thepriestsblew the rams’hornsand Joshua told thearmy,
“Give the battle cry, for the LORD is handing the city over to you!

17 The city and all that is in it must be set apart for the LORD, except for Rahab the
prostitute and all who are with her in her house, because she hid the spies we sent.

18 But be careful when you are setting apart the riches for the LORD. If you|
strong="H6435" take any of it, you will make the Israelite camp subject to annihilation
and cause a disaster.

19All the silver and gold, as well as bronze and iron items, belong to the LORD. They
must go into the LORD’s treasury.”

20 The rams’ horns sounded and when the army heard the signal, they gave a loud
battle cry. Thewall collapsed and thewarriors charged straight ahead into the city and
captured it.

21 They annihilated with the sword everything that breathed in the city, including
men andwomen, young and old, as well as cattle, sheep, and donkeys.

22 Joshua told the two men who had spied on the land, “Enter the prostitute’s house
and bring out the woman and all who belong to her as you promised her.”

23 So the young spies went and brought out Rahab, her father, mother, brothers, and
all who belonged to her. They brought out her whole family and took them to a place
outside the Israelite camp.

24But they burned the city and all thatwas in it, except for the silver, gold, and bronze
and iron items they put in the treasury of the LORD’s house.

25 Yet Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her father’s family, and all who belonged
to her. She lives in Israel to this very day because she hid themessengers Joshua sent to
spy on Jericho.

26 At that time Joshua made this solemn declaration: “The man who attempts to
rebuild this city of Jericho will stand condemned before the LORD. He will lose his
firstborn son when he lays its foundations and his youngest son when he erects its
gates!”

27The LORD was with Joshua and he became famous throughout the land.

7
1 But the Israelites disobeyed the command about the city’s riches. Achan son of

Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, stole some of the riches. The
LORD was furious with the Israelites.

2 Joshua sentmen from Jericho ) and instructed them, “Goup and spy on the land.” So
themenwent up and spied on Ai.

3 They returned and reported to Joshua, “Don’t send the whole army. About two or
three thousand men are adequate to defeat Ai. Don’t tire out the whole army, for Ai is
small.”
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4 So about three thousandmenwent up, but they fled from themen of Ai.
5 The men of Ai killed about thirty-six of them and chased them from in front of the

city gate all the way to the fissures and defeated them on the steep slope. The people’s
couragemelted away like water.

6 Joshua tore his clothes; he and the leaders of Israel lay face down on the ground
before the ark of the LORD until evening and threw dirt on their heads.

7 Joshua prayed, “O, Master, LORD! Why did you bring these people across the Jordan
to hand us over to the Amorites so they could destroy us?

8 If onlywehad been satisfied to live on the other side of the Jordan! O Lord, what can
I say now that Israel has retreated before its enemies?

9 When the Canaanites and all who live in the land hear about this, they will turn
againstusanddestroy theverymemoryofus fromtheearth. Whatwill youdo toprotect
your great reputation?”

10The LORD responded to Joshua, “Get up! Why are you lying there face down?
11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenantal commandment! They have

taken some of the riches; they have stolen them and deceitfully put them among their
own possessions.

12 The Israelites are unable to stand before their enemies; they retreat because they
have become subject to annihilation. I will no longer be with you, unless you destroy
what has contaminated you.

13 Get up! Ritually consecrate the people and tell them this: ‘Ritually consecrate
yourselves for tomorrow, because the LORD God of Israel says, “You are contaminated,
O Israel! You will not be able to stand before your enemies until you remove what is
contaminating you.”

14 In the morning you must approach in tribal order. The tribe the LORD selects must
approach by clans. The clan the LORD selectsmust approach by families. The family the
LORD selects must approachman byman.

15Theone caughtwith the richesmust beburnedupalongwith allwhobelong tohim,
because he violated the LORD’s covenant and did such a disgraceful thing in Israel.’ ”

16Bright and early the nextmorning Joshuamade Israel approach in tribal order and
the tribe of Judah was selected.

17 He then made the clans of Judah approach and the clan of the Zerahites was
selected. Hemade the clan of the Zerahites approach and Zabdi was selected.

18He then made Zabdi’s family approach man by man and Achan son of Carmi, son
of Zabdi, son of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, was selected.

19So Joshua said to Achan, “My son, honor the LORDGod of Israel and give himpraise!
Tell me what you did; don’t hide anything fromme!”

20Achan told Joshua, “It is true. I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel in this
way:

21 I saw among the goods we seized a nice robe from Babylon, two hundred silver
pieces, and a bar of goldweighing fifty shekels. I wanted them, so I took them. They are
hidden in the ground right in themiddle of my tent with the silver underneath.”

22 Joshua sent messengers who ran to the tent. The things were hidden right in his
tent, with the silver underneath.

23They took it all from themiddle of the tent, brought it to Joshuaandall the Israelites,
and placed it before the LORD.

24Then Joshua and all Israel took Achan, son of Zerah, along with the silver, the robe,
the bar of gold, his sons, daughters, ox, donkey, sheep, tent, and all that belonged to him
and brought them up to the Valley of Disaster.
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25 Joshua said, “Why have you brought disaster on us? The LORD will bring disaster
on you today!” All Israel stoned him to death. (They also stoned and burned the others.)

26Then they erected over him a large pile of stones (it remains to this very day ) and
the LORD’s anger subsided. So that place is called the Valley of Disaster to this very day.

8
1 The LORD told Joshua, “Don’t be afraid and don’t panic! Take the whole army with

you and march against Ai! See, I am handing over to you the king of Ai, along with his
people, city, and land.

2Do to Ai and its kingwhat you did to Jericho and its king, except youmay plunder its
goods and cattle. Set an ambush behind the city!”

3 Joshua and the whole army marched against Ai. Joshua selected thirty thousand
brave warriors and sent them out at night.

4He told them, “Look, set an ambush behind the city. Don’t go very far from the city;
all of you be ready!

5 I and all the troops who are with me will approach the city. When they come out to
fight us like before, we will retreat from them.

6 They will attack us until we have lured them from the city, for they will say, ‘They
are retreating from us like before.’ Wewill retreat from them.

7Then you rise up from your hiding place and seize the city. The LORD your God will
hand it over to you.

8When you capture the city, set it on fire. Do as the LORD says! See, I have given you
orders.”

9 Joshuasent themawayand theywent to theirhidingplacewestofAi, betweenBethel
and Ai. Joshua spent that night with the army.

10Bright andearly thenextmorning Joshuagathered thearmy, andheand the leaders
of Israel marched at the head of it to Ai.

11All the troops thatwerewith himmarched up and drewnear the city. They camped
north of Ai on the other side of the valley.

12He took five thousandmen and set an ambush west of the city between Bethel and
Ai.

13The armywas in position – themain army north of the city and the rear guardwest
of the city. That night Joshua went into themiddle of the valley.

14When the king of Ai saw Israel, he and his whole army quickly got up the next day
andwent out to fight Israel at themeeting place near the Arabah. But he did not realize
menwere hiding behind the city.

15 Joshua and all Israel pretended to be defeated by themand they retreated along the
way to the desert.

16All the reinforcements in Ai were ordered to chase them; they chased Joshua and
were lured away from the city.

17No men were left in Ai or Bethel; they all went out after Israel. They left the city
wide open and chased Israel.

18The LORD told Joshua, “Hold out toward Ai the curved sword in your hand, for I am
handing the city over to you.” So Joshua held out toward Ai the curved sword in his
hand.

19When he held out his hand, the menwaiting in ambush rose up quickly from their
place and attacked. They entered the city, captured it, and immediately set it on fire.

20When themenofAi turnedaround, they sawthe smoke fromthecityascending into
the sky andwere so shocked theywere unable to flee in any direction. In themeantime
themenwhowere retreating to the desert turned against their pursuers.



Joshua 8:21 272 Joshua 9:6

21When Joshua and all Israel saw that the men in ambush had captured the city and
that the citywas going up in smoke, they turned around and struck down themen of Ai.

22At the same time the men who had taken the city came out to fight, and the men of
Ai were trapped in the middle. The Israelites struck them down, leaving no survivors
or refugees.

23But they captured the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua.
24When Israel had finished killing all themen of Ai who had chased them toward the

desert (they all fell by the sword), all Israel returned to Ai and put the sword to it.
25Twelve thousandmen andwomen died that day, including all the men of Ai.
26 Joshua kept holding out his curved sword until Israel had annihilated all who lived

in Ai.
27 But Israel did plunder the cattle and the goods of the city, in accordance with the

LORD’s orders to Joshua.
28 Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanently uninhabited mound (it remains that

way to this very day).
29 He hung the king of Ai on a tree, leaving him exposed until evening. At sunset

Joshua ordered that his corpse be taken down from the tree. They threw it down at
the entrance of the city gate and erected over it a large pile of stones (it remains to this
very day).

Covenant Renewal
30Then Joshua built an altar for the LORD God of Israel onMount Ebal,
31 just as Moses the LORD’s servant had commanded the Israelites. As described in

the law scroll of Moses, it wasmade with uncut stones untouched by an iron tool. They
offered burnt sacrifices on it and sacrificed tokens of peace.

32 There, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua inscribed on the stones a duplicate
of the lawwritten byMoses.

33All the people, rulers, leaders, and judges were standing on either side of the ark,
in front of the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD. Both
resident foreigners and native Israelites were there. Half the people stood in front of
Mount Gerizim and the other half in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the LORD’s servant
had previously instructed to them to do for the formal blessing ceremony.

34 Then Joshua read aloud all the words of the law, including the blessings and the
curses, just as they are written in the law scroll.

35 Joshua read aloud every commandment Moses had given before the whole assem-
bly of Israel, including the women, children, and resident foreigners who lived among
them.

9
1 When the news reached all the kings on the west side of the Jordan – in the

hill country, the lowlands, and all along the Mediterranean coast as far as Lebanon
(including the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites) –

2 they formed an alliance to fight against Joshua and Israel.
3When the residents of Gibeon heard what Joshua did to Jericho and Ai,
4 they did something clever. They collected some provisions and put worn-out sacks

on their donkeys, along with worn-out wineskins that were ripped and patched.
5 They had worn-out, patched sandals on their feet and dressed in worn-out clothes.

All their bread was dry and hard.
6They came to Joshua at the camp inGilgal and said to himand themen of Israel, “We

have come from a distant land. Make a treaty with us.”
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7Themen of Israel said to theHivites, “Perhaps you live near us. So how canwemake
a treaty with you?”

8But they said to Joshua, “We arewilling to be your subjects.” So Joshua said to them,
“Who are you andwhere do you come from?”

9 They told him, “Your subjects have come from a very distant land because of the
reputation of the LORD your God, for we have heard the news about all he did in Egypt

10and all he did to the two Amorite kings on the other side of the Jordan – King Sihon
of Heshbon and King Og of Bashan in Ashtaroth.

11Our leaders and all who live in our land told us, ‘Take provisions for your journey
and go meet them. Tell them, “We are willing to be your subjects. Make a treaty with
us.” ’

12 This bread of ours was warm when we packed it in our homes the day we started
out to meet you, but now it is dry and hard.

13 These wineskins we filled were brand new, but look how they have ripped. Our
clothes and sandals have worn out because it has been a very long journey.”

14Themenexaminedsomeof theirprovisions, but they failed toask theLORD’sadvice.
15 Joshua made a peace treaty with them and agreed to let them live. The leaders of

the community sealed it with an oath.
16Three days after theymade the treatywith them, the Israelites found out theywere

from the local area and lived nearby.
17 So the Israelites set out and on the third day arrived at their cities – Gibeon,

Kephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath Jearim.
18The Israelites did not attack thembecause the leaders of the community had sworn

an oath to them in the name of the LORD God of Israel. The whole community criticized
the leaders,

19 but all the leaders told the whole community, “We swore an oath to them in the
name of the LORD God of Israel. So nowwe can’t hurt them!

20Wemust let them live so we can escape the curse attached to the oath we swore to
them.”

21 The leaders then added, “Let them live.” So they became woodcutters and water
carriers for the whole community, as the leaders had decided.

22
Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said to them, “Why did you trick us by saying,

‘We live far away from you,’when you really live nearby?
23Nowyou are condemned to perpetual servitude aswoodcutters andwater carriers

for the house of my God.”
24They said to Joshua, “It was carefully reported to your subjects how the LORD your

God commandedMoses his servant to assign you thewhole land and to destroy all who
live in the land from before you. Because of you we were terrified we would lose our
lives, so we did this thing.

25 So nowwe are in your power. Do to us what you think is good and appropriate.
26 Joshua did as they said; he kept the Israelites from killing them
27 and that day made them woodcutters and water carriers for the community and

for the altar of the LORD at the divinely chosen site. (They continue in that capacity to
this very day.)

10
1Adoni-Zedek, kingof Jerusalem, and its king. HealsoheardhowthepeopleofGibeon

made peace with Israel and lived among them.
2 All Jerusalem was terrified because Gibeon was a large city, like one of the royal

cities. It was larger than Ai and all its menwere warriors.
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3So King Adoni-Zedek of Jerusalem sent thismessage to KingHohamofHebron, King
Piram of Jarmuth, King Japhia of Lachish, and King Debir of Eglon:

4 “Come tomy aid sowe can attack Gibeon, for it hasmade peacewith Joshua and the
Israelites.”

5 So the five Amorite kings (the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and
Eglon) and all their troops gathered together and advanced. They deployed their troops
and fought against Gibeon.

6ThemenofGibeonsent thismessage to Joshuaat thecampinGilgal, “Donotabandon
your subjects! Rescue us! Help us! For all the Amorite kings living in the hill country
are attacking us.”

7 So Joshua and his whole army, including the bravest warriors, marched up from
Gilgal.

8 The LORD told Joshua, “Don’t be afraid of them, for I am handing them over to you.
Not one of them can resist you.”

9 Joshua attacked them by surprise after marching all night from Gilgal.
10 The LORD routed them before Israel. Israel thoroughly defeated them at Gibeon.

They chased them up the road to the pass of Beth Horon and struck them down all the
way to Azekah andMakkedah.

11As theyfled fromIsrael on the slope leadingdown fromBethHoron, theLORD threw
down on them large hailstones from the sky, all the way to Azekah. They died – in fact,
more died from the hailstones than the Israelites killed with the sword.

12The day the LORD delivered the Amorites over to the Israelites, Joshua prayed to the
LORD before Israel:
“O sun, stand still over Gibeon!
Omoon, over the Valley of Aijalon!”

13The sun stood still and themoon stoodmotionlesswhile the nation took vengeance
on its enemies. The event is recorded in the Scroll of the Upright One. The sun stood
motionless in themiddle of the sky and did not set for about a full day.

14 There has not been a day like it before or since. The LORD obeyed a man, for the
LORD fought for Israel!

15Then Joshua and all Israel returned to the camp at Gilgal.
16The five Amorite kings ran away and hid in the cave at Makkedah.
17 Joshua was told, “The five kings have been found hiding in the cave at Makkedah.”
18 Joshua said, “Roll large stones over the mouth of the cave and post guards in front

of it.
19 But don’t you delay! Chase your enemies and catch them! Don’t allow them to

retreat to their cities, for the LORD your God is handing them over to you.”
20 Joshua and the Israelites almost totally wiped them out, but some survivors did

escape to the fortified cities.
21 Then the whole army safely returned to Joshua at the camp in Makkedah. No one

dared threaten the Israelites.
22 Joshua said, “Open the cave’smouth and bring the five kings out of the cave tome.”
23 They did as ordered; they brought the five kings out of the cave to him – the kings

of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon.
24When they brought the kings out to Joshua, he summoned all themen of Israel and

said to the commanders of the troops who accompanied him, “Come here and put your
feet on the necks of these kings.” So they came up and put their feet on their necks.

25 Then Joshua said to them, “Don’t be afraid and don’t panic! Be strong and brave,
for the LORD will do the same thing to all your enemies you fight.

26 Then Joshua executed them and hung them on five trees. They were left hanging
on the trees until evening.



Joshua 10:27 275 Joshua 11:5

27At sunset Joshua ordered his men to take them down from the trees. They threw
them into the cavewhere they had hidden and piled large stones over themouth of the
cave. (They remain to this very day.)

Joshua Launches a Southern Campaign
28 That day Joshua captured Makkedah and put the sword to it and its king. He

annihilated everyone who lived in it; he left no survivors. He did to its king what he
had done to the king of Jericho.

29 Joshua and all Israel marched fromMakkedah to Libnah and fought against it.
30 The LORD handed it and its king over to Israel, and Israel put the sword to all who

lived there; they left no survivors. They did to its kingwhat they had done to the king of
Jericho.

31 Joshua and all Israel marched from Libnah to Lachish. He deployed his troops and
fought against it.

32 The LORD handed Lachish over to Israel and they captured it on the second day.
They put the sword to all who lived there, just as they had done to Libnah.

33 Then King Horam of Gezer came up to help Lachish, but Joshua struck down him
and his army until no survivors remained.

34 Joshua and all Israel marched from Lachish to Eglon. They deployed troops and
fought against it.

35 That day they captured it and put the sword to all who lived there. That day they
annihilated it just as they had done to Lachish.

36 Joshua and all Israel marched up from Eglon to Hebron and fought against it.
37They captured it and put the sword to its king, all its surrounding cities, and allwho

lived in it; they left no survivors. As they had done at Eglon, they annihilated it and all
who lived there.

38 Joshua and all Israel turned to Debir and fought against it.
39They captured it, its king, and all its surrounding cities and put the sword to them.

They annihilated everyone who lived there; they left no survivors. They did to Debir
and its king what they had done to Libnah and its king and to Hebron.

40 Joshua defeated thewhole land, including the hill country, theNegev, the lowlands,
the slopes, and all their kings. He left no survivors. He annihilated everything that
breathed, just as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.

41 Joshua conquered the area betweenKadeshBarnea andGaza and thewhole region
of Goshen, all the way to Gibeon.

42 Joshua captured in one campaign all these kings and their lands, for the LORD God
of Israel fought for Israel.

43Then Joshua and all Israel returned to the camp at Gilgal.

11
1When King Jabin of Hazor heard the news, he organized a coalition, including King

Jobab of Madon, the king of Shimron, the king of Acshaph,
2and the northern kingswho ruled in the hill country, theArabah south of Kinnereth,

the lowlands, and the heights of Dor to the west.
3Canaanites came from the east andwest; Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, and Jebusites

from the hill country; and Hivites from belowHermon in the area of Mizpah.
4These kings came out with their armies; they were as numerous as the sand on the

seashore and had a large number of horses and chariots.
5All these kings gathered and joined forces at theWaters of Merom to fight Israel.
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6 The LORD told Joshua, “Don’t be afraid of them, for about this time tomorrow I will
cause all of them to lie dead before Israel. You must hamstring their horses and burn
their chariots.”

7 Joshua and his whole army caught them by surprise at the Waters of Merom and
attacked them.

8The LORD handed them over to Israel and they struck them down and chased them
all theway to Greater Sidon, MisrephothMaim, and theMizpah Valley to the east. They
struck them down until no survivors remained.

9 Joshuadid to themas theLORDhad commandedhim; hehamstrung their horses and
burned their chariots.

10 At that time Joshua turned, captured Hazor, and struck down its king with the
sword, for Hazor was at that time the leader of all these kingdoms.

11They annihilated everyone who lived there with the sword – no one who breathed
remained – and burned Hazor.

12 Joshua captured all these royal cities and all their kings and annihilated themwith
the sword, as Moses the LORD’s servant had commanded.

13But Israel did not burn any of the cities located onmounds, except for Hazor; it was
the only one Joshua burned.

14The Israelites plundered all the goods of these cities and the cattle, but they totally
destroyed all the people and allowed no one who breathed to live.

15 Moses the LORD’s servant passed on the LORD’s commands| strong="H6680" to
Joshua, and Joshua did as hewas told. He did not ignore any of the commands the LORD
had givenMoses.

A Summary of Israel’s Victories
16 Joshua conquered the whole land, including the hill country, all the Negev, all the

land of Goshen, the lowlands, the Arabah, the hill country of Israel and its lowlands,
17 from Mount Halak on up to Seir, as far as Baal Gad in the Lebanon Valley below

Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings and executed them.
18 Joshua campaigned against these kings for quite some time.
19No city made peace with the Israelites (except the Hivites living in Gibeon); they

had to conquer all of them,
20 for the LORD determined to make them obstinate so they would attack Israel. He

wanted Israel to annihilate themwithout mercy, as he had instructedMoses.
21 At that time Joshua attacked and eliminated the Anakites from the hill country

– from Hebron, Debir, Anab, and all the hill country of Judah and Israel. Joshua
annihilated them and their cities.

22No Anakites were left in Israelite territory, though some remained in Gaza, Gath,
and Ashdod.

23 Joshua conquered the whole land, just as the LORD had promised Moses, and he
assigned Israel their tribal portions. Then the land was free of war.

12
1Now these are the kings of the land whom the Israelites defeated and drove from

their land on the east side of the Jordan, from the Arnon Valley to Mount Hermon,
including all the eastern Arabah:

2King Sihon of the Amoriteswho lived inHeshbon and ruled fromAroer (on the edge
of the Arnon Valley) – including the city in the middle of the valley and half of Gilead –
all the way to the Jabbok Valley bordering Ammonite territory.

3His kingdom included the eastern Arabah from the Sea of Kinnereth to the Sea of
theArabah (the Salt Sea), including the route to Beth Jeshimoth and the area southward
below the slopes of Pisgah.
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4 The territory of King Og of Bashan, one of the few remaining Rephaites, who lived
in Ashtaroth and Edrei

5and ruledoverMountHermon, Salecah, all of Bashan to theborder of theGeshurites
andMaacathites, and half of Gilead as far as the border of King Sihon of Heshbon.

6 Moses the LORD’s|strong="H3069" servant and the Israelites defeated them and
Moses the LORD’s|strong="H3069" servant assigned their land to Reuben, Gad, and the
half tribe of Manasseh.

7These are the kings of the landwhom Joshua and the Israelites defeated on thewest
side of the Jordan, from Baal Gad in the Lebanon Valley to Mount Halak on up to Seir.
Joshua assigned this territory to the Israelite tribes,

8 including the hill country, the lowlands, the Arabah, the slopes, the wilderness,
and the Negev – the land of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and
Jebusites:
9 the king of Jericho (one),
the king of Ai – located near Bethel – (one),
10 the king of Jerusalem (one),
the king of Hebron (one),
11 the king of Jarmuth (one),
the king of Lachish (one),
12 the king of Eglon (one),
the king of Gezer (one),
13 the king of Debir (one),
the king of Geder (one),
14 the king of Hormah (one),
the king of Arad (one),
15 the king of Libnah (one),
the king of Adullam (one),
16 the king of Makkedah (one),
the king of Bethel (one),
17 the king of Tappuah (one),
the king of Hepher (one),
18 the king of Aphek (one),
the king of Lasharon (one),
19 the king of Madon (one),
the king of Hazor (one),
20 the king of ShimronMeron (one),
the king of Acshaph (one),
21 the king of Taanach (one),
the king of Megiddo (one),
22 the king of Kedesh (one),
the king of Jokneam near Carmel (one),
23 the king of Dor – near Naphath Dor – (one),
the king of Goyim – near Gilgal – (one),
24 the king of Tirzah (one),
a total of thirty-one kings.

13
1When Joshua was very old, the LORD told him, “You are very old, and a great deal of

land remains to be conquered.
2This is the land that remains: all the territoryof thePhilistinesandall theGeshurites,
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3 fromtheShihorRivereastofEgyptnorthward to the territoryofEkron (it is regarded
as Canaanite territory), including the area belonging to the five Philistine lords who
ruled in Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron, as well as Avvite land

4 to the south; all the Canaanite territory, from Arah in the region of Sidon to Aphek,
as far as Amorite territory;

5 the territory of Byblos and all Lebanon to the east, from Baal Gad below Mount
Hermon to Lebo Hamath.

6 I will drive out before the Israelites all who live in the hill country from Lebanon to
MisrephothMaim, all the Sidonians; you be sure to parcel it out to Israel as I instructed
you.”

7Now, divide up this land among the nine tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh.”
Tribal Lands East of the Jordan

8 The other half of Manasseh, Reuben, and Gad received their allotted tribal lands
beyond the Jordan, just as Moses, the LORD’s servant, had assigned them.

9 Their territory started from Aroer (on the edge of the Arnon Valley), included the
city in themiddle of the valley, the whole plain of Medeba as far as Dibon,

10and all the cities of King Sihon of the Amorites who ruled inHeshbon, and ended at
the Ammonite border.

11Their territory also included Gilead, Geshurite andMaacathite territory, all Mount
Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah –

12 thewhole kingdomofOg inBashan,who ruled inAshtaroth andEdrei. (Hewas one
of the few remaining Rephaites.) Moses defeated them and took their lands.

13 But the Israelites did not conquer the Geshurites and Maacathites; Geshur and
Maacah live among Israel to this very day.

14However, Moses did not assign land as an inheritance to the Levites; their inheri-
tance is the sacrificial offerings made to the LORD God of Israel, as he instructed them.

15Moses assigned land to the tribe of Reuben by its clans.
16Their territory started at Aroer (on the edge of the Arnon Valley) and included the

city in themiddle of the valley, the whole plain of Medeba,
17Heshbon and all its surrounding cities on the plain, including Dibon, Bamoth Baal,

Beth Baal Meon,
18 Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath,
19Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the hill in the valley,
20Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth Jeshimoth.
21 It encompassed all the cities of the plain and the whole realm of King Sihon of the

Amorites who ruled in Heshbon. Moses defeated him and the Midianite leaders Evi,
Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba (they were subjects of Sihon and lived in his territory).

22The Israelites killed Balaam son of Beor, the omen reader, along with the others.
23 The border of the tribe of Reuben was the Jordan. The land allotted to the tribe of

Reuben by its clans included these cities and their towns.
24Moses assigned land to the tribe of Gad by its clans.
25Their territory included Jazer, all the cities ofGilead, andhalf ofAmmonite territory

as far as Aroer near Rabbah.
26 Their territory ran from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and Betonim, and from

Mahanaim to the territory of Debir.
27 It included the valley of Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, and the

rest of the realm of King Sihon of Heshbon, the area east of the Jordan to the end of the
Sea of Kinnereth.

28The landallotted to the tribeofGadby its clans included these cities and their towns.
29Moses assigned land to the half-tribe of Manasseh by its clans.
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30Their territory started atMahanaim and encompassed all Bashan, thewhole realm
of King Og of Bashan, including all sixty cities in Havvoth Jair in Bashan.

31Half of Gilead, Ashtaroth, and Edrei, cities in the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were
assigned to the descendants ofMakir son ofManasseh, to half the descendants ofMakir
by their clans.

32 These are the land assignments made by Moses on the plains of Moab east of the
Jordan River opposite Jericho.

33However, Moses did not assign land as an inheritance to the Levites; their inheri-
tance is the LORD God of Israel, as he instructed them.

14
1 The following is a record of the territory assigned to the Israelites in the land of

Canaan by Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the Israelite tribal leaders.
2 The land assignments to the nine-and-a-half tribes were made by drawing lots, as

the LORD had instructedMoses.
3NowMoses had assigned land to the two-and-a-half tribes east of the Jordan, but he

assigned no land to the Levites.
4 The descendants of Joseph were considered as two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim.

The Leviteswere allotted no territory, though theywere assigned cities inwhich to live,
along with the grazing areas for their cattle and possessions.

5The Israelites followed the LORD’s instructions to Moses and divided up the land.
6 The men of Judah approached Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the

Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the LORD|strong="H3069" said about you and
me toMoses, the man of God, at Kadesh Barnea.

7 I was forty years old whenMoses, the LORD’s servant, sent me from Kadesh Barnea
to spy on the land and I brought back to him an honest report.

8My countrymen who accompanied me frightened the people, but I remained loyal
to the LORDmy God.

9 That day Moses made this solemn promise: ‘Surely the land on which you walked
will belong to you and your descendants permanently, for you remained loyal to the
LORD your God.’

10 So now, look, the LORD has preserved my life, just as he promised, these past forty-
five years since the LORD spoke these words to Moses, during which Israel traveled
through the wilderness. Now look, I am today eighty-five years old.

11 Today I am still as strong as when Moses sent me out. I can fight and go about my
daily activities with the same energy I had then.

12Now, assignme thishill countrywhich theLORDpromisedmeat that time! Nodoubt
youheardat that time that theAnakites live there in large, fortified cities. But, assuming
the LORD is withme, I will conquer them, as the LORD promised.”

13 Joshua asked God to empower Caleb son of Jephunneh and assigned himHebron.
14 So Hebron remains the assigned land of Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to

this very day because he remained loyal to the LORD God of Israel.
15 (Hebronused to be calledKiriathArba. Arbawas a famousAnakite. ) Then the land

was free of war.

15
1The land allotted to the tribe of Judah by its clans reached to the border of Edom, to

theWilderness of Zin in the Negev far to the south.
2Their southern border started at the southern tip of the Salt Sea,
3 extended south of the Scorpion Ascent, crossed to Zin, went up from the south to

Kadesh Barnea, crossed to Hezron, went up to Addar, and turned toward Karka.
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4 It then crossed toAzmon, extended to the Streamof Egypt, and endedat the sea. This
was their southern border.

5The eastern border was the Salt Sea to themouth of the Jordan River.
The northern border started north of the Salt Sea at themouth of the Jordan,
6went up to Beth Hoglah, crossed north of Beth Arabah, and went up to the Stone of

Bohan son of Reuben.
7 It then went up to Debir from the Valley of Achor, turning northward to Gilgal

(which is opposite the Pass of Adummim south of the valley), crossed to the waters of
En Shemesh and extended to En Rogel.

8 It then went up the Valley of Ben Hinnom to the slope of the Jebusites on the south
(that is, Jerusalem), going up to the top of the hill opposite the Valley of Ben Hinnom to
the west, which is at the end of the Valley of the Rephaites to the north.

9 It thenwent from the topof thehill to the spring of thewaters ofNephtoah, extended
to the cities of Mount Ephron, and went to Baalah (that is, Kiriath Jearim).

10 It then turned from Baalah westward to Mount Seir, crossed to the slope of Mount
Jearim on the north (that is Kesalon), descended to Beth Shemesh, and crossed to
Timnah.

11 It then extended to the slope of Ekron to the north, went toward Shikkeron, crossed
to Mount Baalah, extended to Jabneel, and ended at the sea.

12Thewesternborderwas theMediterraneanSea. Thesewere thebordersof the tribe
of Judah and its clans.

13Caleb son of Jephunnehwas assigned Kiriath Arba (that is Hebron)within the tribe
of Judah, according to the LORD’s instructions to Joshua. (Arba was the father of Anak.)

14Caleb drove out from there three Anakites – Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, descen-
dants of Anak.

15From there he attacked the people of Debir. (Debir used to be calledKiriath Sepher.)
16 Caleb said, “To the man who attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher I will give my

daughter Acsah as a wife.”
17 When Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s brother, captured it, Caleb gave Acsah his

daughter to him as a wife.
18One time Acsah came and charmed her father so that she could ask him for some

land. When she got down from her donkey, Caleb said to her, “What would you like?”
19 She answered, “Please give me a special present. Since you have given me land in

the Negev, now giveme springs of water. So he gave her both upper and lower springs.
20This is the land assigned to the tribe of Judah by its clans:
21 These cities were located at the southern extremity of Judah’s tribal land near the

border of Edom: Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur,
22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah,
23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan,
24Ziph, Telem, Bealoth,
25Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (that is, Hazor),
26Amam, Shema, Moladah,
27Hazar Gaddah, Heshbon, Beth Pelet,
28Hazar Shual, Beer Sheba, Biziothiah,
29Baalah, Iim, Ezem,
30Eltolad, Kesil, Hormah,
31Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah,
32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon – a total of twenty-nine cities and their towns.
33These cities were in the lowlands: Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,
34Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam,
35 Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,
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36 Shaaraim, Adithaim, and Gederah (or Gederothaim) – a total of fourteen cities and
their towns.

37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad,
38Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel,
39Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon,
40Cabbon, Lahmas, Kitlish,
41Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, and Makkedah – a total of sixteen cities and their

towns.
42Libnah, Ether, Ashan,
43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib,
44Keilah, Aczib, andMareshah – a total of nine cities and their towns.
45Ekron and its surrounding towns and settlements;
46 from Ekron westward, all those in the vicinity of Ashdod and their towns;
47Ashdodwith its surrounding towns and settlements, andGazawith its surrounding

towns and settlements, as far as the Stream of Egypt and the border at the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

48These cities were in the hill country: Shamir, Jattir, Socoh,
49Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (that is, Debir),
50Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim,
51Goshen, Holon, and Giloh – a total of eleven cities and their towns.
52Arab, Dumah, Eshan,
53 Janim, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah,
54Humtah, Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), and Zior – a total of nine cities and their

towns.
55Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah,
56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah,
57Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah – a total of ten cities and their towns.
58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,
59Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon – a total of six cities and their towns.
60 Kiriath Baal (that is, Kiriath Jearim) and Rabbah – a total of two cities and their

towns.
61These cities were in the desert: Beth Arabah, Middin, Secacah,
62Nibshan, the city of Salt, and En Gedi – a total of six cities and their towns.
63 The men of Judah were unable to conquer the Jebusites living in Jerusalem. The

Jebusites live with the people of Judah in Jerusalem to this very day.

16
1The land allotted to Joseph’s descendants extended from the Jordan at Jericho
2The southern border extended fromBethel to Luz, and crossed to Arkite territory at

Ataroth.
3 It then descended westward to Japhletite territory, as far as the territory of lower

Beth Horon and Gezer, and ended at the sea.
4 Joseph’s descendants, Manasseh and Ephraim, were assigned their land.
5The territory of the tribe of Ephraim by its clans included the following: The border

of their assigned land to the east was Ataroth Addar as far as upper Beth Horon.
6 It then extended on to the sea, with Micmethath on the north. It turned eastward to

Taanath Shiloh and crossed it on the east to Janoah.
7 It then descended from Janoah to Ataroth and Naarah, touched Jericho, and

extended to the Jordan River.
8FromTappuah it went westward to the Valley of Kanah and ended at the sea. This is

the land assigned to the tribe of Ephraim by its clans.
9Also included were the cities set apart for the tribe of Ephraim within Manasseh’s

territory, along with their towns.
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10 The Ephraimites did not conquer the Canaanites living in Gezer. The Canaanites
live among the Ephraimites to this very day and do hard labor as their servants.

17
1 The tribe of Manasseh, Joseph’s firstborn son, was also allotted land. The descen-

dants of Makir, Manasseh’s firstborn and the father of Gilead, received land, for they
were warriors. They were assigned Gilead and Bashan.

2The rest ofManasseh’s descendantswerealso assigned landby their clans, including
thedescendants ofAbiezer,Helek, Asriel, Shechem,Hepher, andShemida. Theseare the
male descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph by their clans.

3Now Zelophehad son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Makir, son of Manasseh, had
no sons, only daughters. These are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah.

4 They went before Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders and said,
“TheLORD|strong="H3069" toldMoses toassignus landamongour relatives.” So Joshua
assigned them land among their uncles, as the LORD|strong="H3069" had commanded.

5 Manasseh was allotted ten shares of land, in addition to the land of Gilead and
Bashan east of the Jordan,

6 for the daughters of Manasseh were assigned land among his sons. The land of
Gilead belonged to the rest of the descendants of Manasseh.

7The border of Manassehwent fromAsher toMicmethathwhich is near Shechem. It
then went south toward those who live in Tappuah.

8 (The land of Tappuah belonged to Manasseh, but Tappuah, located on the border of
Manasseh, belonged to the tribe of Ephraim.)

9Theborder thendescendedsouthward to theValleyofKanah. Ephraimwasassigned
cities there among the cities of Manasseh, but the border of Manasseh was north of the
valley and ended at the sea.

10 Ephraim’s territory was to the south, and Manasseh’s to the north. The sea was
Manasseh’swesternborderand their territory touchedAsheron thenorthand Issachar
on the east.

11Within Issachar’s andAsher’s territoryManassehwasassignedBethShean, Ibleam,
the residentsofDor, EnDor, the residentsofTaanach, the residentsofMegiddo, the three
of Napheth, and the towns surrounding all these cities.

12 But the men of Manasseh were unable to conquer these cities; the Canaanites
managed to remain in those areas.

13 Whenever the Israelites were strong militarily, they forced the Canaanites to do
hard labor, but they never totally conquered them.

14Thedescendantsof Josephsaid to Joshua, “Whyhaveyouassignedusonlyone tribal
allotment? After all, we have many people, for until now the LORD has enabled us to
increase in number.”

15 Joshua replied to them, “Since you have so many people, go up into the forest and
clear out a place to live in the land of the Perizzites and Rephaites, for the hill country
of Ephraim is too small for you.”

16 The descendants of Joseph said, “The whole hill country is inadequate for us, and
the Canaanites living down in the valley in Beth Shean and its surrounding towns and
in the Valley of Jezreel have chariots with iron-rimmedwheels.”

17 Joshua said to the family of Joseph – to both Ephraim and Manasseh: “You have
many people and great military strength. You will not have just one tribal allotment.

18 The whole hill country will be yours; though it is a forest, you can clear it and it
will be entirely yours. You can conquer the Canaanites, though they have chariots with
iron-rimmedwheels and are strong.”
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18
1The entire Israelite community assembled at Shiloh and there they set up the tent of

meeting. Though they had subdued the land,
2 seven Israelite tribes had not been assigned their allotted land.
3 So Joshua said to the Israelites: “How long do you intend to put off occupying the

land the LORD God of your ancestors has given you?
4 Pick three men from each tribe. I will send them out to walk through the land and

make amap of it for me.
5 Divide it into seven regions. Judah will stay in its territory in the south, and the

family of Joseph in its territory in the north.
6 But as for you, map out the land into seven regions and bring it to me. I will draw

lots for you here before the LORD our God.
7But the Levites will not have an allotted portion among you, for their inheritance is

to serve the LORD. Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh have already received
their allotted land east of the Jordan whichMoses the LORD’s servant assigned them.”

8When the men started out, Joshua told those going to map out the land, “Go, walk
through the land, map it out, and return to me. Then I will draw lots for you before the
LORD here in Shiloh.”

9 The men journeyed through the land and mapped it and its cities out into seven
regions on a scroll. Then they came to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh.

10 Joshua drew lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD and divided the land among
the Israelites according to their allotted portions.

Benjamin’s Tribal Lands
11 The first lot belonged to the tribe of Benjamin by its clans. Their allotted territory

was between Judah and Joseph.
12Their northern border started at the Jordan, went up to the slope of Jericho on the

north, ascended westward to the hill country, and extended to the desert of Beth Aven.
13 It then crossed from there to Luz, to the slope of Luz to the south (that is, Bethel),

and descended to Ataroth Addar located on the hill that is south of lower Beth Horon.
14 It then turned on the west side southward from the hill near Beth Horon on the

south and extended to Kiriath Baal (that is, Kiriath Jearim), a city belonging to the tribe
of Judah. This is the western border.

15The southern side started on the edge of Kiriath Jearim and extended westward to
the spring of the waters of Nephtoah.

16 The border then descended to the edge of the hill country near the Valley of Ben
Hinnom located in the Valley of the Rephaites to the north. It descended through the
Valley of Hinnom to the slope of the Jebusites to the south and then down to En Rogel.

17 It went northward, extending to En Shemesh and Geliloth opposite the Pass of
Adummim, and descended to the Stone of Bohan son of Reuben.

18 It crossed to the slope in front of the Arabah to the north and descended into the
Arabah.

19 It then crossed to the slope of Beth Hoglah to the north and ended at the northern
tip of the Salt Sea at themouth of the Jordan River. This was the southern border.

20The JordanRiver borders it on the east. Thesewere theborders of the landassigned
to the tribe of Benjamin by its clans.

21 These cities belonged to the tribe of Benjamin by its clans: Jericho, Beth Hoglah,
Emek Keziz,

22Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,
23Avvim, Parah, Ophrah,
24Kephar Ammoni, Ophni, and Geba – a total of twelve cities and their towns.
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25Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth,
26Mizpah, Kephirah, Mozah,
27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah,
28Zelah, Haeleph, the Jebusite city (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah, and Kiriath – a total of

fourteen cities and their towns. This was the land assigned to the tribe of Benjamin by
its clans.

19
1The second lot belonged to the tribe of Simeon by its clans.
2Their assigned land included Beer Sheba, Moladah,
3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem,
4Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah,
5Ziklag, BethMarcaboth, Hazar Susah,
6Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen – a total of thirteen cities and their towns,
7Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan – a total of four cities and their towns,
8 as well as all the towns around these cities as far as Baalath Beer (Ramah of the

Negev). This was the land assigned to the tribe of Simeon by its clans.
9Simeon’s assigned landwas taken fromJudah’s allottedportion, for Judah’s territory

was too large for them; so Simeonwas assigned land within Judah.
Zebulun’s Tribal Lands

10 The third lot belonged to the tribe of Zebulun by its clans. The border of their
territory extended to Sarid.

11Their borderwentupwestward toMaralahand touchedDabbesheth and thevalley
near Jokneam.

12 From Sarid it turned eastward to the territory of Kisloth Tabor, extended to
Daberath, and went up to Japhia.

13 From there it crossed eastward to Gath Hepher and Eth Kazin and extended to
Rimmon, turning toward Neah.

14 It then turned on the north to Hannathon and ended at the Valley of Iphtah El.
15 Their territory included Kattah, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem; in all

they had twelve cities and their towns.
16Thiswas the land assigned to the tribe of Zebulun by its clans, including these cities

and their towns.
Issachar’s Tribal Lands

17The fourth lot belonged to the tribe of Issachar by its clans.
18Their assigned land included Jezreel, Kesulloth, Shunem,
19Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath,
20Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez,
21Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah and Beth Pazzez.
22 Their border touched Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth Shemesh, and ended at the

Jordan. They had sixteen cities and their towns.
23 This was the land assigned to the tribe of Issachar by its clans, including the cities

and their towns.
Asher’s Tribal Lands

24The fifth lot belonged to the tribe of Asher by its clans.
25Their territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Acshaph,
26 Alammelech, Amad, and Mishal. Their border touched Carmel to the west and

Shihor Libnath.
27 It turned eastward toward Beth Dagon, touched Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtah

El to the north, as well as the Valley of Emek and Neiel, and extended to Cabul on the
north



Joshua 19:28 285 Joshua 20:4

28and on to Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, as far as Greater Sidon.
29 It then turned toward Ramah as far as the fortified city of Tyre, turned to Hosah,

and ended at the sea near Hebel, Aczib,
30Umah, Aphek, and Rehob. In all they had twenty-two cities and their towns.
31 This was the land assigned to the tribe of Asher by its clans, including these cities

and their towns.
Naphtali’s Tribal Lands

32The sixth lot belonged to the tribe of Naphtali by its clans.
33 Their border started at Heleph and the oak of Zaanannim, went to Adami Nekeb,

Jabneel and on to Lakkum, and ended at the Jordan River.
34 It turned westward to Aznoth Tabor, extended from there to Hukok, touched

Zebulun on the south, Asher on the west, and the Jordan on the east.
35The fortified cities included Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Kinnereth,
36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor,
37Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor,
38 Yiron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth Shemesh. In all they had nineteen

cities and their towns.
39This was the land assigned to the tribe of Naphtali by its clans, including the cities

and their towns.
Dan’s Tribal Lands

40The seventh lot belonged to the tribe of Dan by its clans.
41Their assigned land included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh,
42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah,
43Elon, Timnah, Ekron,
44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath,
45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon,
46 the waters of Jarkon, and Rakkon, including the territory in front of Joppa.
47 (The Danites failed to conquer their territory, so they went up and fought with

Leshem and captured it. They put the sword to it, took possession of it, and lived in
it. They renamed it Dan after their ancestor. )

48Thiswas the land assigned to the tribe of Dan by its clans, including these cities and
their towns.

Joshua Receives Land
49When they finished dividing the land into its regions, the Israelites gave Joshua son

of Nun some land.
50As the LORD had instructed, they gave him the city he requested – Timnath Serah in

the Ephraimite hill country. He built up the city and lived in it.
51Theseare the landassignmentswhichEleazar thepriest, Joshua sonofNun, and the

Israelite tribal leaders made by drawing lots in Shiloh before the LORD at the entrance
of the tent of meeting. So they finished dividing up the land.

20
1The LORD|strong="H3069" instructed Joshua:
2 “Have the Israelites select the cities of refuge that I told you about throughMoses.
3Anyonewho accidentally kills someone can escape there; these cities will be a place

of asylum from the avenger of blood.
4The one who committedmanslaughter should escape to one of these cities, stand at

the entrance of the city gate, and present his case to the leaders of that city. They should
then bring him into the city, give him a place to stay, and let him live there.
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5When the avenger of blood comes after him, they must not hand over to him the
one who committed manslaughter, for he accidentally killed his fellow man without
premeditation.

6He must remain in that city until his case is decided by the assembly and the high
priest dies. Then the one who committed manslaughter may return home to the city
fromwhich he escaped.”

7So they selected Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill
country of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah.

8 Beyond the Jordan east of Jericho they selected Bezer in the desert on the plain
belonging to the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead belonging to the tribe of Gad, and
Golan in Bashan belonging to the tribe of Manasseh.

9 These were the cities of refuge appointed for all the Israelites and for resident
foreigners living among them. Anyone who accidentally killed someone could escape
there and not be executed by the avenger of blood, at least until his case was reviewed
by the assembly.

21
1 The tribal leaders of the Levites went before Eleazar the priest and Joshua son of

Nun and the Israelite tribal leaders
2 in Shiloh in the land of Canaan and said, “The LORD told Moses to assign us cities in

which to live along with the grazing areas for our cattle.”
3So the Israelites assigned these cities and their grazingareas to theLevites fromtheir

own holdings, as the LORD had instructed.
4 The first lot belonged to the Kohathite clans. The Levites who were descendants

of Aaron the priest were allotted thirteen cities from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and
Benjamin.

5The rest of Kohath’s descendants were allotted ten cities from the clans of the tribe
of Ephraim, and from the tribe of Dan and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

6 Gershon’s descendants were allotted thirteen cities from the clans of the tribe of
Issachar, and from the tribes of Asher and Naphtali and the half-tribe of Manasseh in
Bashan.

7 Merari’s descendants by their clans were allotted twelve cities from the tribes of
Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.

8So the Israelites assigned to the Levites by lot these cities and their grazing areas, as
the LORD had instructedMoses.

9They assigned from the tribes of Judah and Simeon the cities listed below.
10They were assigned to the Kohathite clans of the Levites who were descendants of

Aaron, for the first lot belonged to them.
11They assigned them Kiriath Arba (Arba was the father of Anak), that is, Hebron, in

the hill country of Judah, along with its surrounding grazing areas.
12 (Now the city’s fields and surrounding towns they had assigned to Caleb son of

Jephunneh as his property.)
13So to the descendants of Aaron the priest they assigned Hebron (a city of refuge for

one who committedmanslaughter), Libnah,
14 Jattir, Eshtemoa,
15Holon, Debir,
16Ain, Juttah, and Beth Shemesh, alongwith the grazing areas of each – a total of nine

cities taken from these two tribes.
17From the tribe of Benjamin they assigned Gibeon, Geba,
18Anathoth, and Almon, along with the grazing areas of each – a total of four cities.
19The priests descended from Aaron received thirteen cities and their grazing areas.
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20 The rest of the Kohathite clans of the Levites were allotted cities from the tribe of
Ephraim.

21They assigned them Shechem (a city of refuge for one who committed manslaugh-
ter) in the hill country of Ephraim, Gezer,

22Kibzaim, andBethHoron, alongwith the grazingareas of each –a total of four cities.
23From the tribe of Dan they assigned Eltekeh, Gibbethon,
24 Aijalon, and Gath Rimmon, along with the grazing areas of each – a total of four

cities.
25 From the half-tribe of Manasseh they assigned Taanach and Gath Rimmon, along

with the grazing areas of each – a total of two cities.
26The rest of the Kohathite clans received ten cities and their grazing areas.
27 They assigned to the Gershonite clans of the Levites the following cities: from

the half-tribe of Manasseh: Golan in Bashan (a city of refuge for one who committed
manslaughter) and Beeshtarah, along with the grazing areas of each – a total of two
cities;

28 from the tribe of Issachar: Kishon, Daberath,
29 Jarmuth, andEnGannim, alongwith the grazing areas of each – a total of four cities;
30 from the tribe of Asher: Mishal, Abdon,
31Helkath, and Rehob, along with the grazing areas of each – a total of four cities;
32 fromthe tribeofNaphtali: Kedesh inGalilee (a cityof refuge foronewhocommitted

manslaughter), HammothDor, andKartan, alongwith the grazing areas of each – a total
of three cities.

33The Gershonite clans received thirteen cities and their grazing areas.
34 They assigned to the Merarite clans (the remaining Levites) the following cities:

from the tribe of Zebulun: Jokneam, Kartah,
35Dimnah, and Nahalal, along with the grazing areas of each – a total of four cities;
36 from the tribe of Reuben: Bezer, Jahaz,
37 Kedemoth, and Mephaath, along with the grazing areas of each – a total of four

cities;
38 from the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in Gilead (a city of refuge for one who committed

manslaughter), Mahanaim,
39Heshbon, and Jazer, along with the grazing areas of each – a total of four cities.
40TheMerarite clans (the remaining Levites) were allotted twelve cities.
41The Levites receivedwithin the land owned by the Israelites forty-eight cities in all

and their grazing areas.
42Each of these cities had grazing areas around it; they were alike in this regard.
43 So the LORD gave Israel all the land he had solemnly promised to their ancestors,

and they conquered it and lived in it.
44 The LORD made them secure, in fulfillment of all he had solemnly promised their

ancestors. None of their enemies could resist them.
45Not one of the LORD’s faithful promises to the family of Israel was left unfulfilled;

every one was realized.

22
1Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
2and told them: “Youhave carriedout all the instructionsofMoses theLORD’s servant,

and you have obeyed all I have told you.
3You have not abandoned your fellow Israelites this entire time, right up to this very

day. You have completed the task given you by the LORD your God.
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4Now the LORD your God has made your fellow Israelites secure, just as he promised
them. Sonowyoumay turnaroundandgo toyourhomes inyourown landwhichMoses
the LORD’s servant assigned to you east of the Jordan.

5 But carefully obey the commands and instructions Moses the LORD’s servant gave
you. Love the LORD your God, follow all his instructions, obey his commands, be loyal
to him, and serve himwith all your heart and being!”

6 Joshua rewarded them and sent them on their way; they returned to their homes.
7 (Now to one half-tribe of Manasseh, Moses had assigned land in Bashan; and to the

other half Joshua had assigned land on the west side of the Jordan with their fellow
Israelites.) When Joshua sent them home, he rewarded them,

8 saying, “Take home great wealth, a lot of cattle, silver, gold, bronze, iron, and a lot of
clothing. Divide up the goods captured from your enemies with your brothers.”

9So the Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe ofManasseh left the Israelites in Shiloh in
the land of Canaan and headed home to their own land in Gilead, which they acquired
by the LORD’s command throughMoses.

CivilWar is Averted
10 The Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh came to Geliloth near the

Jordan in the land of Canaan and built there, near the Jordan, an impressive altar.
11The Israelites received this report: “Look, the Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of

Manasseh have built an altar at the entrance to the land of Canaan, at Geliloth near the
Jordan on the Israelite side.”

12When the Israelites heard this, the entire Israelite community assembled at Shiloh
to launch an attack against them.

13 The Israelites sent Phinehas, son of Eleazar, the priest, to the land of Gilead to the
Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

14Hewas accompanied by ten leaders, one from each of the Israelite tribes, each one
a family leader among the Israelite clans.

15 They went to the land of Gilead to the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of
Manasseh, and said to them:

16 “The entire community of the LORD says, ‘Whyhave youdisobeyed theGod of Israel
by turning back today from following the LORD? You built an altar for yourselves and
have rebelled today against the LORD.

17ThesinwecommittedatPeorwasbadenough. To thisverydaywehavenotpurified
ourselves; it even brought a plague on the community of the LORD.

18Now today you dare to turn back from following the LORD! You are rebelling today
against the LORD; tomorrowhemay break out in anger against the entire community of
Israel.

19But if your own land is impure, cross over to the LORD’s own land, where the LORD
himself lives, and settle down among us. But don’t rebel against the LORD or us by
building for yourselves an altar aside from the altar of the LORD our God.

20WhenAchansonofZerahdisobeyed the commandabout the city’s riches, the entire
Israelite community was judged, though only one man had sinned. He most certainly
died for his sin!’ ”

21 The Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh answered the leaders of
the Israelite clans:

22 “El, God, the LORD! El, God, the LORD! He knows the truth! Israelmust also know! If
we have rebelled or disobeyed the LORD, don’t spare us today!

23 If we have built an altar for ourselves to turn back from following the LORD by
making burnt sacrifices and grain offerings on it, or by offering tokens of peace on it,
the LORD himself will punish us.
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24 We swear we have done this because we were worried that in the future your
descendants would say to our descendants, ‘What relationship do you have with the
LORD God of Israel?

25TheLORDmade the Jordanaboundarybetweenus andyouReubenites andGadites.
You have no right to worship the LORD.’ In this way your descendants might cause our
descendants to stop obeying the LORD.

26 So we decided to build this altar, not for burnt offerings and sacrifices,
27 but as a reminder to us and you, and to our descendants who follow us, that we

will honor the LORD in his very presence with burnt offerings, sacrifices, and tokens of
peace. Then in the future your descendants will not be able to say to our descendants,
‘You have no right to worship the LORD.’

28We said, ‘If in the future they say such a thing to us or to our descendants, we will
reply, “See themodel of the LORD’s altar that our ancestorsmade, not for burnt offerings
or sacrifices, but as a reminder to us and you.” ’

29 Far be it from us to rebel against the LORD by turning back today from following
after the LORD by building an altar for burnt offerings, sacrifices, and tokens of peace
aside from the altar of the LORD our God located in front of his dwelling place!”

30 When Phinehas the priest and the community leaders and clan leaders who
accompanied him heard the defense of the Reubenites, Gadites, and the Manassehites,
they were satisfied.

31 Phinehas, son of Eleazar, the priest, said to the Reubenites, Gadites, and the
Manassehites, “Today we know that the LORD is among us, because you have not
disobeyed the LORD in this. Now you have rescued the Israelites from the LORD’s
judgment.”

32Phinehas, son of Eleazar, the priest, and the leaders left the Reubenites and Gadites
in the land of Gilead and reported back to the Israelites in the land of Canaan.

33 The Israelites were satisfied with their report and gave thanks to God. They said
nothing more about launching an attack to destroy the land in which the Reubenites
and Gadites lived.

34The Reubenites and Gadites named the altar, “Surely it is a Reminder to us that the
LORD is God.”

23
1 A long time passed after the LORD made Israel secure from all their enemies, and

Joshua was very old.
2So Joshua summoned all Israel, including the elders, rulers, judges, and leaders, and

told them: “I am very old.
3 You saw everything the LORD your God did to all these nations on your behalf, for

the LORD your God fights for you.
4 See, I have parceled out to your tribes these remaining nations, from the Jordan to

theMediterranean Sea in the west, including all the nations I defeated.
5 The LORD your God will drive them out from before you and remove them, so you

can occupy their land as the LORD your God promised you.
6 Be very strong! Carefully obey all that is written in the law scroll of Moses so you

won’t swerve from it to the right or the left,
7or associate with these nations that remain near you. Youmust not invoke or make

solemn declarations by the names of their gods! Youmust not worship or bow down to
them!

8But youmust be loyal to the LORD your God, as you have been to this very day.
9 “The LORD drove out from before you great and mighty nations; no one has been

able to resist you to this very day.
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10One of youmakes a thousand run away, for the LORD your God fights for you as he
promised you he would.

11Watch yourselves carefully! Love the LORD your God!
12But if you ever turn away and make alliances with these nations that remain near

you, and intermarry with them and establish friendly relations with them,
13know for certain that the LORD our Godwill no longer drive out these nations from

before you. They will trap and ensnare you; they will be a whip that tears your sides
and thorns that blind your eyes until you disappear from this good land the LORD your
God gave you.

14 “Look, today I am about to die. You know with all your heart and being that not
even one of all the faithful promises the LORD your God made to you is left unfulfilled;
every one was realized – not one promise is unfulfilled!

15 But in the same way every faithful promise the LORD your God made to you has
been realized, it is just as certain, if you disobey, that the LORD will bring on you every
judgment until he destroys you from this good landwhich the LORD your God gave you.

16 If you violate the covenantal laws of the LORD your Godwhich he commanded you
to keep, and follow, worship, and bow down to other gods, the LORD will be very angry
with you and youwill disappear quickly from the good land which he gave to you.”

24
1 Joshua assembled all the Israelite tribes at Shechem. He summoned Israel’s elders,

rulers, judges, and leaders, and they appeared before God.
2 Joshua told all the people, “Here is what the LORD God of Israel says: ‘In the distant

past your ancestors lived beyond the Euphrates River, including Terah the father of
Abraham and Nahor. They worshiped other gods,

3 but I took your father Abraham from beyond the Euphrates and brought him into
the entire land of Canaan. I made his descendants numerous; I gave him Isaac,

4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. To Esau I assigned Mount Seir, while Jacob and
his sons went down to Egypt.

5 I sent Moses and Aaron, and I struck Egypt down when I intervened in their land.
Then I brought you out.

6When I brought your fathers out of Egypt, you arrived at the sea. The Egyptians
chased your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea.

7 Your fathers cried out for help to the LORD; he made the area between you and the
Egyptians dark, and then drowned them in the sea. You witnessed with your very own
eyes what I did in Egypt. You lived in the wilderness for a long time.

8 Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They
fought with you, but I handed them over to you; you conquered their land and I
destroyed them from before you.

9Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, launched an attack against Israel. He summoned
Balaam son of Beor to call down judgment on you.

10 I refused to respond to Balaam; he kept prophesying good things about you, and I
rescued you from his power.

11 You crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The leaders of Jericho, as well as
the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites, and Jebusites, fought
with you, but I handed them over to you.

12 I sent terror ahead of you to drive out before you the two Amorite kings. I gave you
the victory; it was not by your swords or bows.
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13 I gave you a land inwhich you had notworked hard; you took up residence in cities
you did not build and you are eating the produce of vineyards and olive groves you did
not plant.’

14Now obey the LORD and worship himwith integrity and loyalty. Put aside the gods
your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt and worship the LORD.

15 If you have no desire to worship the LORD, choose today whom you will worship,
whether it be the gods whom your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates, or the
gods of the Amorites inwhose land you are living. But I andmy familywill worship the
LORD!”

16 The people responded, “Far be it from us to abandon the LORD so we can worship
other gods!

17For the LORD our God took us and our fathers out of slavery in the land of Egypt and
performed these awesome miracles before our very eyes. He continually protected us
as we traveled andwhenwe passed through nations.

18TheLORDdroveout frombeforeusall thenations, including theAmoriteswho lived
in the land. So we too will worship the LORD, for he is our God!”

19 Joshua warned the people, “Youwill not keep worshiping the LORD, for he is a holy
God. He is a jealous God whowill not forgive your rebellion or your sins.

20 If you abandon the LORD andworship foreign gods, hewill turn against you; hewill
bring disaster on you and destroy you, though he once treated you well.”

21The people said to Joshua, “No! We really will worship the LORD!”
22 Joshua said to the people, “Do you agree to bewitnesses against yourselves that you

have chosen to worship the LORD?” They replied, “We are witnesses!”
23 Joshua said, “Now put aside the foreign gods that are among you and submit to the

LORD God of Israel.”
24The people said to Joshua, “Wewill worship the LORD our God and obey him.”
25That day Joshua drewup an agreement for the people, andhe established rules and

regulations for them in Shechem.
26 Joshua wrote these words in the Law Scroll of God. He then took a large stone and

set it up there under the oak tree near the LORD’s shrine.
27 Joshua said to all the people, “Look, this stone will be a witness against you, for it

has heard everything the LORD said to us. It will be a witness against you if you deny
your God.”

28When Joshua dismissed the people, they went to their allotted portions of land.
An Era Ends

29After all this Joshua son of Nun, the LORD’s servant, died at the age of one hundred
ten.

30 They buried him in his allotted territory in Timnath Serah in the hill country of
Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.

31 Israel worshiped the LORD throughout Joshua’s lifetime and as long as the elderly
men who outlived him remained alive. These men had experienced firsthand every-
thing the LORD had done for Israel.

32The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried
at Shechem in the part of the field that Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor, the father
of Shechem, for one hundred pieces ofmoney. So it became the inheritance of the tribe
of Joseph.

33 Eleazar son of Aaron died, and they buried him in Gibeah in the hill country of
Ephraim, where his son Phinehas had been assigned land.
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Judges
Judah Takes the Lead

1 After Joshua died, the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who should lead the invasion
against the Canaanites and launch the attack?”

2The LORD said, “Themen of Judah should take the lead. Be sure of this! I amhanding
the land over to them.”

3Themenof Judahsaid to their relatives, themenofSimeon, “Invadeourallotted land
with us and help us attack the Canaanites. Then we will go with you into your allotted
land.” So themen of Simeonwent with them.

4Themen of Judah attacked, and the LORDhanded the Canaanites and Perizzites over
to them. They killed ten thousandmen at Bezek.

5They met Adoni-Bezek at Bezek and fought him. They defeated the Canaanites and
Perizzites.

6When Adoni-Bezek ran away, they chased him and captured him. Then they cut off
his thumbs and big toes.

7Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings, with thumbs and big toes cut off, used to lick up
food scraps under my table. God has repaid me for what I did to them.” They brought
him to Jerusalem, where he died.

8The men of Judah attacked Jerusalem and captured it. They put the sword to it and
set the city on fire.

9Later themen of Judahwent down to attack the Canaanites living in the hill country,
the Negev, and the lowlands.

10 The men of Judah attacked the Canaanites living in Hebron. (Hebron used to be
called Kiriath Arba.) They killed Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai.

11 From there they attacked the people of Debir. (Debir used to be called Kiriath
Sepher.)

12 Caleb said, “To the man who attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher I will give my
daughter Acsah as a wife.”

13When Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, captured it, Caleb gave him
his daughter Acsah as a wife.

14One time Acsah came and charmed her father so she could ask him for some land.
When she got down from her donkey, Caleb said to her, “What would you like?”

15 She answered, “Please give me a special present. Since you have given me land in
the Negev, now give me springs of water.” So Caleb gave her both the upper and lower
springs.

16Now the descendants of the Kenite, Moses’ father-in-law, went up with the people
of Judah from the City of Date Palm Trees to Arad in the desert of Judah, located in the
Negev. They went and lived with the people of Judah.

17 The men of Judah went with their brothers the men of Simeon and defeated the
Canaanites living in Zephath. They wiped out Zephath. So people now call the city
Hormah.

18 The men of Judah captured Gaza, Ashkelon, Ekron, and the territory surrounding
each of these cities.

19 The LORD was with the men of Judah. They conquered the hill country, but they
could not conquer the people living in the coastal plain, because they had chariots with
iron-rimmedwheels.

20 Caleb received Hebron, just as Moses had promised. He drove out the three
Anakites.
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21 The men of Benjamin, however, did not conquer the Jebusites living in Jerusalem.
The Jebusites live with the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this very day.

Partial Success
22When themen of Joseph attacked Bethel, the LORD was with them.
23When themen of Joseph spied out Bethel (it used to be called Luz),
24 the spies spotted a man leaving the city. They said to him, “If you show us a secret

entrance into the city, we will reward you.”
25He showed them a secret entrance into the city, and they put the city to the sword.

But they let the man and his extended family leave safely.
26He moved to Hittite country and built a city. He named it Luz, and it has kept that

name to this very day.
27 The men of Manasseh did not conquer Beth Shan, Taanach, or their surrounding

towns. Nor did they conquer the people living in Dor, Ibleam, Megiddo or their
surrounding towns. The Canaanites managed to remain in those areas.

28Whenever Israel was strongmilitarily, they forced the Canaanites to do hard labor,
but they never totally conquered them.

29ThemenofEphraimdidnot conquer theCanaanites living inGezer. TheCanaanites
lived among them in Gezer.

30 The men of Zebulun did not conquer the people living in Kitron and Nahalol. The
Canaanites lived among them andwere forced to do hard labor.

31 The men of Asher did not conquer the people living in Acco or Sidon, nor did they
conquer Ahlab, Aczib, Helbah, Aphek, or Rehob.

32 The people of Asher live among the Canaanites residing in the land because they
did not conquer them.

33 The men of Naphtali did not conquer the people living in Beth Shemesh or Beth
Anath. They live among the Canaanites residing in the land. The Canaanites living in
Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath were forced to do hard labor for them.

34TheAmorites forced the people of Dan to live in the hill country. They did not allow
them to live in the coastal plain.

35The Amorites managed to remain in Har Heres, Aijalon, and Shaalbim. Whenever
the tribe of Joseph was strongmilitarily, the Amorites were forced to do hard labor.

36The border of Amorite territory ran from the Scorpion Ascent to Sela and on up.

2
1 The LORD’s angelic messenger went up from Gilgal to Bokim. He said, “I brought

you up from Egypt and led you into the land I had solemnly promised to give to your
ancestors. I said, ‘I will never breakmy agreement with you,

2 but you must not make an agreement with the people who live in this land. You
should tear down the altars where they worship.’ But you have disobeyed me. Why
would you do such a thing?

3 At that time I also warned you, ‘If you disobey, I will not drive out the Canaanites
before you. They will ensnare you and their gods will lure you away.’ ”

4When the LORD’s messenger finished speaking these words to all the Israelites, the
people wept loudly.

5They named that place Bokim and offered sacrifices to the LORD there.

The End of an Era
6When Joshua dismissed the people, the Israelites went to their allotted portions of

territory, intending to take possession of the land.
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7 The people worshiped the LORD throughout Joshua’s lifetime and as long as the
elderly men who outlived him remained alive. These men had witnessed all the great
things the LORD had done for Israel.

8 Joshua son of Nun, the LORD’s servant, died at the age of one hundred ten.
9 The people buried him in his allotted land in Timnath Heres in the hill country of

Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.
10 That entire generation passed away; a new generation grew up that had not

personally experienced the LORD’s presence or seen what he had done for Israel.
AMonotonous Cycle

11The Israelites did evil before the LORD by worshiping the Baals.
12They abandoned the LORD God of their ancestorswho brought them out of the land

of Egypt. They followed other gods – the gods of the nations who lived around them.
They worshiped them andmade the LORD angry.

13They abandoned the LORD andworshiped Baal and the Ashtars.
14The LORDwas furiouswith Israel and handed themover to robberswho plundered

them. He turned them over to their enemies who lived around them. They could not
withstand their enemies’ attacks.

15Whenever they went out to fight, the LORD did them harm, just as he had warned
and solemnly vowed he would do. They suffered greatly.

16The LORD raised up leaders who delivered them from these robbers.
17 But they did not obey their leaders. Instead they prostituted themselves to other

gods andworshiped them. They quickly turned aside from the path their ancestors had
walked. Their ancestors had obeyed the LORD’s commands, but they did not.

18 When the LORD raised up leaders for them, the LORD was with each leader and
delivered the people from their enemieswhile the leader remained alive. The LORD felt
sorry for themwhen they cried out in agonybecause ofwhat their harsh oppressors did
to them.

19When a leader died, the next generation would again act more wickedly than the
previous one. They would follow after other gods, worshiping them and bowing down
to them. They did not give up their practices or their stubborn ways.

ADivine Decision
20 The LORD was furious with Israel. He said, “This nation has violated the terms of

the agreement I made with their ancestors by disobeyingme.
21 So I will no longer remove before them any of the nations that Joshua left

unconquered when he died.
22 Joshua left those nations to test Israel. I wanted to see whether or not the people

would carefully walk in the path marked out by the LORD, as their ancestors were
careful to do.”

23This is why the LORD permitted these nations to remain and did not conquer them
immediately; he did not hand them over to Joshua.

3
1 These were the nations the LORD permitted to remain so he could use them to

test Israel – he wanted to test all those who had not experienced battle against the
Canaanites.

2He left those nations simply because hewanted to teach the subsequent generations
of Israelites, who had not experienced the earlier battles, how to conduct holy war.

3 These were the nations: the five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the
Sidonians, and theHivites living inMount Lebanon, fromMount Baal Hermon to Lebo-
Hamath.
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4 They were left to test Israel, so the LORD would know if his people would obey the
commands he gave their ancestors throughMoses.

5The Israelites livedamong theCanaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and
Jebusites.

6 They took the Canaanites’ daughters as wives and gave their daughters to the
Canaanites; they worshiped their gods as well.

Othniel: AModel Leader
7 The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight. They forgot the LORD their God and

worshiped the Baals and the Asherahs.
8The LORDwas furious with Israel and turned them over to King Cushan-Rishathaim

of Aram-Naharaim. They were Cushan-Rishathaim’s subjects for eight years.
9When the Israelites cried out for help to the LORD, he raised up a deliverer for the

Israelites who rescued them. His name was Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger
brother.

10The LORD’s spirit empowered him and he led Israel. When hewent to do battle, the
LORD handed over to him King Cushan-Rishathaim of Aram and he overpowered him.

11The land had rest for forty years; then Othniel son of Kenaz died.
Deceit, Assassination, and Deliverance

12The Israelites again did evil in the LORD’s sight. The LORD gave King Eglon of Moab
control over Israel because they had done evil in the LORD’s sight.

13Eglon formedallianceswith theAmmonites andAmalekites. He cameanddefeated
Israel, and they seized the City of Date Palm Trees.

14The Israelites were subject to King Eglon of Moab for eighteen years.
15When the Israelites cried out for help to the LORD, he raised up a deliverer for them.

His namewas Ehud son of Gera the Benjaminite, a left-handedman. The Israelites sent
him to King Eglon of Moabwith their tribute payment.

16 Ehud made himself a sword – it had two edges and was eighteen inches long. He
strapped it under his coat on his right thigh.

17He brought the tribute payment to King Eglon of Moab. (Now Eglon was a very fat
man.)

18After Ehud brought the tribute payment, he dismissed the people who had carried
it.

19But he went back once he reached the carved images at Gilgal. He said to Eglon, “I
have a secret message for you, O king.” Eglon said, “Be quiet!” All his attendants left.

20When Ehud approached him, he was sitting in his well-ventilated upper room all
by himself. Ehud said, “I have a message from God for you.” When Eglon rose up from
his seat,

21Ehud reached with his left hand, pulled the sword from his right thigh, and drove
it into Eglon’s belly.

22 The handle went in after the blade, and the fat closed around the blade, for Ehud
did not pull the sword out of his belly.

23As Ehud went out into the vestibule, he closed the doors of the upper room behind
him and locked them.

24When Ehud had left, Eglon’s servants came and saw the locked doors of the upper
room. They said, “Hemust be relieving himself in the well-ventilated inner room.”

25 They waited so long they were embarrassed, but he still did not open the doors of
the upper room. Finally they took the key and opened the doors. Right before their eyes
was their master, sprawled out dead on the floor!

26 Now Ehud had escaped while they were delaying. When he passed the carved
images, he escaped to Seirah.
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27When he reached Seirah, he blew a trumpet in the Ephraimite hill country. The
Israelites went downwith him from the hill country, with Ehud in the lead.

28 He said to them, “Follow me, for the LORD is about to defeat your enemies, the
Moabites!” They followed him, captured the fords of the Jordan River opposite Moab,
and did not let anyone cross.

29That day they killed about ten thousandMoabites – all strong, capablewarriors; not
one escaped.

30 Israel humiliatedMoab that day, and the land had rest for eighty years.
31After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath; he killed six hundred Philistines with an

oxgoad and, like Ehud, delivered Israel.

4
1The Israelites again did evil in the LORD’s sight after Ehud’s death.
2TheLORD turned themover toKing Jabinof Canaan,who ruled inHazor. The general

of his armywas Sisera, who lived in Harosheth Haggoyim.
3 The Israelites cried out for help to the LORD, because Sisera had nine hundred

chariots with iron-rimmed wheels, and he cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty
years.

4NowDeborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time.
5 She would sit under the Date Palm Tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in

the Ephraimite hill country. The Israelites would come up to her to have their disputes
settled.

6She summoned Barak son of Abinoam fromKedesh in Naphtali. She said to him, “Is
it not true that the LORD God of Israel is commanding you? Go, march to Mount Tabor!
Take with you ten thousandmen fromNaphtali and Zebulun!

7 I will bring Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to you at the Kishon River, alongwith
his chariots and huge army. I will hand him over to you.”

8Barak said to her, “If you gowithme, I will go. But if you do not gowithme, I will not
go.”

9She said, “Iwill indeed gowith you. But youwill not gain fameon the expedition you
are undertaking, for the LORD will turn Sisera over to a woman.” Deborah got up and
went with Barak to Kedesh.

10 Barak summoned men from Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. Ten thousand men
followed him; Deborah went up with him as well.

11NowHeber theKenitehadmovedaway fromtheKenites, thedescendantsofHobab,
Moses’ father-in-law. He lived near the great tree in Zaanannim near Kedesh.

12When Sisera heard that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor,
13heorderedall his chariotry –ninehundred chariotswith iron-rimmedwheels –and

all the troops he had with him to go fromHarosheth-Haggoyim to the River Kishon.
14Deborah said to Barak, “Spring into action, for this is the day the LORD is handing

Sisera over to you! Has the LORD not taken the lead?” Barak quickly went down from
Mount Tabor with ten thousandmen following him.

15TheLORDroutedSisera, all his chariotry, andallhis armywith theedgeof the sword.
Sisera jumped out of his chariot and ran away on foot.

16Now Barak chased the chariots and the army all the way to Harosheth Haggoyim.
Sisera’s whole army died by the edge of the sword; not even one survived!

17Now Sisera ran away on foot to the tent of Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite, for King
Jabin of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite hadmade a peace treaty.

18 Jael came out to welcome Sisera. She said to him, “Stop and rest, my lord. Stop and
restwithme. Don’t be afraid.” So Sisera stopped to rest inher tent, and sheput ablanket
over him.
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19He said to her, “Give me a little water to drink, because I’m thirsty.” She opened a
goatskin container of milk and gave him somemilk to drink. Then she covered him up
again.

20He said to her, “Stand watch at the entrance to the tent. If anyone comes along and
asks you, ‘Is there aman here?’ say ‘No.’ ”

21Then Jael wife of Heber took a tent peg in one hand and a hammer in the other. She
crept up on him, drove the tent peg through his temple into the ground while he was
asleep from exhaustion, and he died.

22 Now Barak was chasing Sisera. Jael went out to welcome him. She said to him,
“Come here and I will show you the man you are searching for.” He went with her into
the tent, and there he saw Sisera sprawled out dead with the tent peg in his temple.

23That day God humiliated King Jabin of Canaan before the Israelites.
24 Israel’s power continued to overwhelm King Jabin of Canaan until they did away

with him.

5
1On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang this victory song:

2 “When the leaders took the lead in Israel,
When the people answered the call to war –
Praise the LORD!
3Hear, O kings!
Pay attention, O rulers!
I will sing to the LORD!
I will sing to the LORD God of Israel!
4O LORD, when you departed from Seir,
when youmarched from Edom’s plains,
the earth shook, the heavens poured down,
the clouds poured down rain.
5Themountains trembled before the LORD, the God of Sinai;
before the LORD God of Israel.
6 In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,
in the days of Jael caravans disappeared;
travelers had to go on winding side roads.
7Warriors were scarce,
they were scarce in Israel,
until you arose, Deborah,
until you arose as amotherly protector in Israel.
8God chose new leaders,
then fighters appeared in the city gates;
but, I swear, not a shield or spear could be found,
among forty military units in Israel.
9My heart went out to Israel’s leaders,
to the people who answered the call to war.
Praise the LORD!
10Youwho ride on light-colored female donkeys,
who sit on saddle blankets,
you whowalk on the road, pay attention!
11Hear the sound of those who divide the sheep among the watering places;
there they tell of the Lord’s victorious deeds,
the victorious deeds of his warriors in Israel.
Then the LORD’s people went down to the city gates –
12Wake up, wake up, Deborah!
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Wake up, wake up, sing a song!
Get up, Barak!
Capture your prisoners of war, son of Abinoam!
13Then the survivors came down to themighty ones;
the LORD’s people came down tome as warriors.
14They came from Ephraim, who uprooted Amalek,
they follow after you, Benjamin, with your soldiers.
FromMakir leaders came down,
from Zebulun came the ones whomarch carrying an officer’s staff.
15 Issachar’s leaders were with Deborah,
the men of Issachar supported Barak;
into the valley they were sent under Barak’s command.
Among the clans of Reuben there was intense heart searching.
16Why do you remain among the sheepfolds,
listening to the shepherds playing their pipes for their flocks?
As for the clans of Reuben – there was intense searching of heart.
17Gilead stayed put beyond the Jordan River.
As for Dan –why did he seek temporary employment in the shipyards?
Asher remained on the seacoast,
he stayed by his harbors.
18Themen of Zebulun were not concerned about their lives;
Naphtali charged on to the battlefields.
19Kings came, they fought;
the kings of Canaan fought,
at Taanach by the waters of Megiddo,
but they took no silver as plunder.
20From the sky the stars fought,
from their paths in the heavens they fought against Sisera.
21The Kishon River carried them off;
the river confronted them – the Kishon River.
Step on the necks of the strong!
22The horses’ hooves pounded the ground;
the stallions gallopedmadly.
23 ‘Call judgment down onMeroz,’ says the LORD’s angelic messenger;
‘Be sure to call judgment down on those who live there,
because they did not come to help in the LORD’s battle,
to help in the LORD’s battle against the warriors.’
24Themost rewarded of women should be Jael,
the wife of Heber the Kenite!
She should be themost rewarded of womenwho live in tents.
25He asked for water,
and she gave himmilk;
in a bowl fit for a king,
she served him curds.
26Her left hand reached for the tent peg,
her right hand for the workmen’s hammer.
She “hammered” Sisera,
she shattered his skull,
she smashed his head,
she drove the tent peg through his temple.
27Between her feet he collapsed,
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he fell limp andwas lifeless;
between her feet he collapsed and fell limp,
in the spot where he collapsed,
there he fell limp – violently murdered!
28Through the window she looked;
Sisera’s mother cried out through the lattice:
‘Why is his chariot so slow to return?
Why are the hoofbeats of his chariot-horses delayed?’
29The wisest of her ladies answer;
indeed she even thinks to herself,
30 ‘No doubt they are gathering and dividing the plunder –
a girl or two for eachman to rape!
Sisera is grabbing up colorful cloth,
he is grabbing up colorful embroidered cloth,
two pieces of colorful embroidered cloth,
for the neck of the plunderer!’
31May all your enemies perish like this, O LORD!
But may those who love you shine
like the rising sun at its brightest!”
And the land had rest for forty years.

6
1The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD turned themover toMidian for

seven years.
2TheMidianites overwhelmed Israel. Because of Midian the Israelites made shelters

for themselves in the hills, as well as caves and strongholds.
3 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites, and the

people from the east would attack them.
4They invaded the land and devoured its crops all the way to Gaza. They left nothing

for the Israelites to eat, and they took away the sheep, oxen, and donkeys.
5When they invadedwith their cattle and tents, theywere as thick as locusts. Neither

they nor their camels could be counted. They came to devour the land.
6 Israel was so severely weakened by Midian that the Israelites cried out to the LORD

for help.
7When the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help because of Midian,
8 he sent a prophet to the Israelites. He said to them, “This is what the LORD God of

Israel says: ‘I brought you up from Egypt and took you out of that place of slavery.
9 I rescued you from Egypt’s power and from the power of all who oppressed you. I

drove them out before you and gave their land to you.
10 I said to you, “I am the LORD your God! Do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in

whose land you are now living!” But you have disobeyedme.’ ”
GideonMeets Some Visitors

11 The LORD’s angelic messenger came and sat down under the oak tree in Ophrah
ownedby Joash theAbiezrite. Hearrivedwhile Joash’s sonGideonwas threshingwheat
in a winepress so he could hide it from theMidianites.

12TheLORD’smessenger appeared and said to him, “TheLORD iswith you, courageous
warrior!”

13Gideon said to him, “Pardon me, but if the LORD is with us, why has such disaster
overtaken us? Where are all his miraculous deeds our ancestors told us about? They
said, ‘Did the LORD not bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us
and handed us over to Midian.”
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14Then theLORDhimself turned tohimandsaid, “Youhave the strength. Deliver Israel
from the power of the Midianites! Have I not sent you?”

15Gideon said to him, “But Lord, how can I deliver Israel? Just look! My clan is the
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my family.”

16 The LORD said to him, “Ah, but I will be with you! You will strike down the whole
Midianite army.”

17Gideon said to him, “If you really are pleased withme, then giveme a sign as proof
that it is really you speaking withme.

18Donot leave this place until I come backwith a gift and present it to you.” The LORD
said|strong="H0559", “I will stay here until you come back.”

19Gideonwent and prepared a young goat, along with unleavened breadmade from
an ephah of flour. He put the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot. He brought the
food to him under the oak tree and presented it to him.

20God’smessenger said to him, “Put themeat and unleavened bread on this rock, and
pour out the broth.” Gideon did as instructed.

21 The LORD’s messenger touched the meat and the unleavened bread with the tip of
his staff. Fire flared up from the rock and consumed the meat and unleavened bread.
The LORD’s messenger then disappeared.

22When Gideon realized that it was the LORD’s messenger, he said, “Oh no! Master,
LORD! I have seen the LORD’s messenger face to face!”

23The LORD said to him, “You are safe! Do not be afraid! You are not going to die!”
24Gideonbuilt analtar for theLORD there, andnamed it “TheLORD ison friendly terms

withme.” To this day it is still there in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

Gideon Destroys the Altar
25That night the LORD said to him, “Take the bull from your father’s herd, as well as a

secondbull, one that is seven years old. Pull downyour father’s Baal altar and cut down
the nearby Asherah pole.

26 Then build an altar for the LORD your God on the top of this stronghold according
to the proper pattern. Take the second bull and offer it as a burnt sacrifice on the wood
from the Asherah pole that you cut down.”

27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did just as the LORD had told him. He was
too afraid of his father’s family and the men of the city to do it in broad daylight, so he
waited until nighttime.

28When the men of the city got up the next morning, they saw the Baal altar pulled
down, the nearby Asherah pole cut down, and the second bull sacrificed on the newly
built altar.

29They said to one another, “Who did this?” They investigated thematter thoroughly
and concluded that Gideon son of Joash had done it.

30 The men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son, so we can execute him! He
pulled down the Baal altar and cut down the nearby Asherah pole.”

31But Joash said to all thosewho confronted him, “Must you fight Baal’s battles? Must
you rescue him? Whoever takes up his cause will die by morning! If he really is a god,
let him fight his own battles! After all, it was his altar that was pulled down.”

32That verydayGideon’s fathernamedhim Jerub-Baal, becausehehad said, “LetBaal
fight with him, for it was his altar that was pulled down.”

Gideon Summons an Army and Seeks Confirmation
33 All the Midianites, Amalekites, and the people from the east assembled. They

crossed the Jordan River and camped in the Jezreel Valley.
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34 The LORD’s spirit took control of Gideon. He blew a trumpet, summoning the
Abiezrites to follow him.

35He sent messengers throughout Manasseh and summoned them to follow him as
well. He also sentmessengers throughout Asher, Zebulun, andNaphtali, and they came
up tomeet him.

36Gideon said toGod, “If you really intend touseme todeliver Israel, as youpromised,
then give me a sign as proof.

37 Look, I am putting a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the
fleece, and the ground around it is dry, then Iwill be sure that youwill useme to deliver
Israel, as you promised.”

38 The LORD did as he asked. When|strong="H1961" he got up the next morning, he
squeezed the fleece, and enough dew dripped from it to fill a bowl.

39 Gideon said to God, “Please do not get angry at me, when I ask for just one more
sign. Please allowme onemore test with the fleece. This timemake only the fleece dry,
while the ground around it is covered with dew.”

40 That night God did as he asked. Only the fleece was dry and the ground around it
was covered with dew.

7
1 Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and his men got up the next morning and camped near

the spring of Harod. TheMidianites were camped north of them near the hill of Moreh
in the valley.

2 The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me to hand Midian over to
you. Israel might brag, ‘Our own strength has delivered us.’

3 Now, announce to the men, ‘Whoever is shaking with fear may turn around and
leaveMount Gilead.’ ” Twenty-two thousandmenwent home; ten thousand remained.

4 The LORD spoke to Gideon again, “There are still too many men. Bring them down
to the water and I will thin the ranks some more. When I say, ‘This one should go with
you,’ pick him to go; when I say, ‘This one should not go with you,’ do not take him.”

5 So he brought the men down to the water. Then the LORD said to Gideon, “Separate
those who lap the water as a dog laps from those who kneel to drink.”

6Three hundredmen lapped; the rest of themen kneeled to drink water.
7The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundredmenwho lapped Iwill deliver the

whole army and I will handMidian over to you. The rest of themen should go home.”
8Themenwhowere chosen took supplies and their trumpets. Gideon sent all themen

of Israel back to theirhomes; hekept only threehundredmen. NowtheMidianiteswere
camped down below in the valley.

Gideon Reassured of Victory
9 That night the LORD said to Gideon, “Get up! Attack the camp, for I am handing it

over to you.
10But if you are afraid to attack, go down to the campwith Purah your servant
11and listen towhat they are saying. Then youwill be brave and attack the camp.” So

he went downwith Purah his servant to where the sentries were guarding the camp.
12Now the Midianites, Amalekites, and the people from the east covered the valley

like a swarm of locusts. Their camels could not be counted; they were as innumerable
as the sand on the seashore.

13When Gideon arrived, he heard a man telling another man about a dream he had.
The man said, “Look! I had a dream. I saw a stale cake of barley bread rolling into the
Midianite camp. It hit a tent so hard it knocked it over and turned it upside down. The
tent just collapsed.”
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14 The other man said, “Without a doubt this symbolizes the sword of Gideon son of
Joash, the Israelite. God is handingMidian and all the army over to him.”

Gideon Routs the Enemy
15WhenGideon heard the report of the dream and its interpretation, he praised God.

Then he went back to the Israelite camp and said, “Get up, for the LORD is handing the
Midianite army over to you!”

16He divided the three hundredmen into three units. He gave them all trumpets and
empty jars with torches inside them.

17He said to them, “Watchme and do as I do. Watch closely! I am going to the edge of
the camp. Do as I do!

18When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, you also blow your trumpets
all around the camp. Then say, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon!’ ”

19Gideon took a hundredmen to the edge of the camp at the beginning of themiddle
watch, just after they had changed the guards. They blew their trumpets and broke the
jars they were carrying.

20All three units blew their trumpets and broke their jars. They held the torches in
their left hand and the trumpets in their right. Then they yelled, “A sword for the LORD
and for Gideon!”

21They stood in order all around the camp. The whole army ran away; they shouted
as they scrambled away.

22When the three hundredmen blew their trumpets, the LORD caused theMidianites
to attack one another with their swords throughout the camp. The army fled to Beth
Shittah on the way to Zererah. They went to the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath.

23 Israelites from Naphtali, Asher, and Manasseh answered the call and chased the
Midianites.

Gideon Appeases the Ephraimites
24 Now Gideon sent messengers throughout the Ephraimite hill country who an-

nounced, “Go down and head off the Midianites. Take control of the fords of the
streams all the way to Beth Barah and the Jordan River.” When all the Ephraimites had
assembled, they took control of the fords all theway to Beth Barah and the JordanRiver.

25They captured the twoMidianite generals, Oreb and Zeeb. They executed Oreb on
the rock of Oreb and Zeeb in the winepress of Zeeb. They chased the Midianites and
brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was now on the other side of the
Jordan River.

8
1 The Ephraimites said to him, “Why have you done such a thing to us? You did not

summonuswhenyouwent to fight theMidianites!” They argued vehementlywith him.
2He said to them, “Nowwhat have I accomplished compared to you? Even Ephraim’s

leftover grapes are better quality than Abiezer’s harvest!
3 It was to you that Godhanded over theMidianite generals, Oreb and Zeeb! What did

I accomplish to rival that?” When he said this, they calmed down.
Gideon Tracks Down theMidianite Kings

4NowGideonandhis threehundredmenhad crossedover the JordanRiver, andeven
though they were exhausted, they were still chasing theMidianites.

5 He said to the men of Succoth, “Give some loaves of bread to the men who are
followingme, because theyare exhausted. I amchasingZebahandZalmunna, the kings
of Midian.”

6The officials of Succoth said, “You have not yet overpowered Zebah and Zalmunna.
So why should we give bread to your army?”
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7 Gideon said, “Since you will not help, after the LORD hands Zebah and Zalmunna
over to me, I will thresh your skin with desert thorns and briers.”

8He went up from there to Penuel and made the same request. The men of Penuel
responded the sameway themen of Succoth had.

9He also threatened the men of Penuel, warning, “When I return victoriously, I will
tear down this tower.”

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their armies. There were about
fifteen thousand survivors from the armyof the eastern peoples; a hundred and twenty
thousand sword-wielding soldiers had been killed.

11Gideonwent up the road of the nomads east of Nobah and Jogbehah and ambushed
the surprised army.

12When Zebah and Zalmunna ran away, Gideon chased them and captured the two
Midianite kings, Zebah and Zalmunna. He had surprised their entire army.

13Gideon son of Joash returned from the battle by the pass of Heres.
14 He captured a young man from Succoth and interrogated him. The young man

wrote down for him the names of Succoth’s officials and city leaders – seventy-seven
men in all.

15 He approached the men of Succoth and said, “Look what I have! Zebah and
Zalmunna! You insulted me, saying, ‘You have not yet overpowered Zebah and
Zalmunna. So why should we give bread to your exhaustedmen?’ ”

16He seized the leaders of the city, along with some desert thorns and briers; he then
“threshed” the men of Succoth with them.

17He also tore down the tower of Penuel and executed the city’s men.
18Hesaid toZebahandZalmunna, “Describe forme themenyoukilledatTabor.” They

said, “They were like you. Each one looked like a king’s son.”
19He said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. I swear, as surely as the

LORD is alive, if you had let them live, I would not kill you.”
20Heordered Jether his firstborn son, “Comeon! Kill them!” But Jetherwas too afraid

to draw his sword, because he was still young.
21ZebahandZalmunna said toGideon, “Comeon, you strike us, for aman is judgedby

his strength.” So Gideon killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and he took the crescent-shaped
ornaments which were on the necks of their camels.

Gideon Rejects a Crown butMakes an Ephod
22Themen of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us – you, your son, and your grandson.

For you have delivered us fromMidian’s power.”
23Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule over you. The

LORD will rule over you.”
24 Gideon continued, “I would like to make one request. Each of you give me an

earring from the plunder you have taken.” (The Midianites had gold earrings because
they were Ishmaelites.)

25They said, “We are happy to give you earrings.” So they spread out a garment, and
each one threw an earring from his plunder onto it.

26 The total weight of the gold earrings he requested came to seventeen hundred
gold shekels. This was in addition to the crescent-shaped ornaments, jewelry, purple
clothing worn by theMidianite kings, and the necklaces on the camels.

27Gideon used all this to make an ephod, which he put in his hometown of Ophrah.
All the Israelites prostituted themselves to it by worshiping it there. It became a snare
to Gideon and his family.

Gideon’s Story Ends
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28 The Israelites humiliated Midian; the Midianites’ fighting spirit was broken. The
land had rest for forty years during Gideon’s time.

29Then Jerub-Baal son of Joash went home and settled down.
30Gideon fathered seventy sons through his manywives.
31 His concubine, who lived in Shechem, also gave him a son, whom he named

Abimelech.
32Gideon son of Joash died at a very old age and was buried in the tomb of his father

Joash located in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

Israel Returns to Baal-Worship
33 After Gideon died, the Israelites again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They

made Baal-Berith their god.
34 The Israelites did not remain true to the LORD their God, who had delivered them

from all the enemies who lived around them.
35 They did not treat the family of Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) fairly in return for all

the good he had done for Israel.

9
1NowAbimelech son of Jerub-Baal went to Shechem to see hismother’s relatives. He

said to them and to his mother’s entire extended family,
2 “Tell all the leaders of Shechem this: ‘Whywould youwant to have seventymen, all

Jerub-Baal’s sons, ruling over you, when you can have just one ruler? Recall that I am
your own flesh and blood.’ ”

3Hismother’s relatives spoke onhis behalf to all the leaders of Shechemand reported
his proposal. The leadersweredrawn toAbimelech; they said, “He is our close relative.”

4 They paid him seventy silver shekels out of the temple of Baal-Berith. Abimelech
then used the silver to hire some lawless, dangerous men as his followers.

5Hewent to his father’s home inOphrah andmurdered his half-brothers, the seventy
legitimate sons of Jerub-Baal, on one stone. Only Jotham, Jerub-Baal’s youngest son,
escaped, because he hid.

6 All the leaders of Shechem and Beth Millo assembled and then went and made
Abimelech king by the oak near the pillar in Shechem.

Jotham’s Parable
7When Jotham heard the news, he went and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim. He

spoke loudly to the people below, “Listen to me, leaders of Shechem, so that God may
listen to you!

8 “The treeswere determined to go out and choose a king for themselves. They said to
the olive tree, ‘Be our king!’

9But the olive tree said to them, ‘I amnot going to stopproducingmyoil, which is used
to honor gods andmen, just to sway above the other trees!’

10 “So the trees said to the fig tree, ‘You come and be our king!’
11 But the fig tree said to them, ‘I am not going to stop producing my sweet figs, my

excellent fruit, just to sway above the other trees!’
12 “So the trees said to the grapevine, ‘You come and be our king!’
13But the grapevine said to them, ‘I am not going to stop producing my wine, which

makes gods andmen so happy, just to sway above the other trees!’
14 “So all the trees said to the thornbush, ‘You come and be our king!’
15 The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you really want to choose me as your king,

then come along, find safety under my branches! Otherwise may fire blaze from the
thornbush and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’
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16 “Now, if you have shown loyalty and integrity when you made Abimelech king, if
you have done right to Jerub-Baal and his family, if you have properly repaid him –

17my father fought for you; he risked his life and delivered you fromMidian’s power.
18 But you have attacked my father’s family today. You murdered his seventy

legitimate sons onone stone andmadeAbimelech, the son of his female slave, king over
the leaders of Shechem, just because he is your close relative.

19 So if you have shown loyalty and integrity to Jerub-Baal and his family today, then
may Abimelech bring you happiness andmay you bring him happiness!

20But if not,mayfire blaze fromAbimelech and consume the leaders of Shechemand
BethMillo! Mayfirealsoblaze fromthe leadersofShechemandBethMilloandconsume
Abimelech!”

21 Then Jotham ran away to Beer and lived there to escape from Abimelech his half-
brother.

God Fulfills Jotham’s Curse
22Abimelech commanded Israel for three years.
23God sent a spirit to stir up hostility betweenAbimelech and the leaders of Shechem.

Hemade the leaders of Shechem disloyal to Abimelech.
24He did this so the violent deaths of Jerub-Baal’s seventy sonsmight be avenged and

Abimelech, their half-brother who murdered them, might have to pay for their spilled
blood, along with the leaders of Shechemwho helped himmurder them.

25The leaders of Shechem rebelled against Abimelech by putting bandits in the hills,
who robbed everyone who traveled by on the road. But Abimelech found out about it.

26Gaal son of Ebed came through Shechemwithhis brothers. The leaders of Shechem
transferred their loyalty to him.

27 They went out to the field, harvested their grapes, squeezed out the juice, and
celebrated. They came to the temple of their god and ate, drank, and cursed Abimelech.

28Gaal sonofEbed said, “Who isAbimelechandwho is Shechem, thatwe should serve
him? Is he not the son of Jerub-Baal, and is not Zebul the deputy he appointed? Serve
the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem! But why should we serve Abimelech?

29 If only these men were under my command, I would get rid of Abimelech!” He
challenged Abimelech, “Muster your army and come out for battle!”

30When Zebul, the city commissioner, heard the words of Gaal son of Ebed, he was
furious.

31He sent messengers to Abimelech, who was in Arumah, reporting, “Beware!
Gaal sonof Ebedandhis brothers are coming to Shechemand inciting the city to rebel

against you.
32Now, come up at night with your men and set an ambush in the field outside the

city.
33 In themorning at sunrise quickly attack the city. When he and hismen come out to

fight you, do what you can to him.”
34SoAbimelech and all hismen cameup at night and set an ambush outside Shechem

– they divided into four units.
35 When Gaal son of Ebed came out and stood at the entrance to the city’s gate,

Abimelech and his men got up from their hiding places.
36Gaal saw themen and said to Zebul, “Look, men are coming down from the tops of

the hills.” But Zebul said to him, “You are seeing the shadows on the hills – it just looks
like men.”

37Gaal again said, “Look, men are coming down from the very center of the land. A
unit is coming by way of the Oak Tree of the Diviners.”
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38Zebul said tohim, “Wherenowareyourbraggingwords, ‘Who isAbimelech thatwe
should serve him?’ Are these not themen you insulted? Go out now and fight them!”

39 So Gaal led the leaders of Shechem out and fought Abimelech.
40Abimelech chased him, andGaal ran fromhim. Many Shechemites fell wounded at

the entrance of the gate.
41 Abimelech went back to Arumah; Zebul drove Gaal and his brothers out of

Shechem.
42The next day the Shechemites came out to the field. When Abimelech heard about

it,
43he took his men and divided them into three units and set an ambush in the field.

When he saw the people coming out of the city, he attacked and struck them down.
44Abimelech and his units attacked and blocked the entrance to the city’s gate. Two

units then attacked all the people in the field and struck them down.
45Abimelech fought against the city all that day. He captured the city and killed all the

people in it. Then he leveled the city and spread salt over it.
46When all the leaders of the Tower of Shechem heard the news, they went to the

stronghold of the temple of El-Berith.
47Abimelech heard that all the leaders of the Tower of Shechemwere in one place.
48He and all hismenwent up onMount Zalmon. He took an ax in his hand and cut off

a tree branch. He put it on his shoulder and said to hismen, “Quickly, dowhat you have
just seenme do!”

49 So each of his men also cut off a branch and followed Abimelech. They put the
branchesagainst the strongholdand setfire to it. All thepeople of theTowerof Shechem
died – about a thousandmen andwomen.

50Abimelechmoved on to Thebez; he besieged and captured it.
51 There was a fortified tower in the center of the city, so all the men and women, as

well as the city’s leaders, ran into it and locked the entrance. Then they went up to the
roof of the tower.

52Abimelech came and attacked the tower. When he approached the entrance of the
tower to set it on fire,

53a woman threw an uppermillstone down on his head and shattered his skull.
54He quickly called to the young man who carried his weapons, “Draw your sword

and kill me, so they will not say, ‘Awoman killed him.’ ” So the youngman stabbed him
and he died.

55When the Israelites saw that Abimelech was dead, they went home.
56 God repaid Abimelech for the evil he did to his father by murdering his seventy

half-brothers.
57 God also repaid the men of Shechem for their evil deeds. The curse spoken by

Jotham son of Jerub-Baal fell on them.

10
1 After Abimelech’s death, Tola son of Puah, grandson of Dodo, from the tribe of

Issachar, rose up to deliver Israel. He lived in Shamir in the Ephraimite hill country.
2He led Israel for twenty-three years, then died andwas buried in Shamir.
3 Jair the Gileadite rose up after him; he led Israel for twenty-two years.
4He had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys and possessed thirty cities. To this

day these towns are called Havvoth Jair – they are in the land of Gilead.
5 Jair died andwas buried in Kamon.

The Lord’s Patience Runs Short
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6 The Israelites again did evil in the LORD’s sight. They worshiped the Baals and the
Ashtars, as well as the gods of Syria, Sidon, Moab, the Ammonites, and the Philistines.
They abandoned the LORD and did not worship him.

7 The LORD was furious with Israel and turned them over to the Philistines and
Ammonites.

8 They ruthlessly oppressed the Israelites that eighteenth year – that is, all the
Israelites living east of the Jordan in Amorite country in Gilead.

9 The Ammonites crossed the Jordan to fight with Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim.
Israel suffered greatly.

10 The Israelites cried out for help to the LORD: “We have sinned against you. We
abandoned our God andworshiped the Baals.”

11The LORD said to the Israelites, “Did I not deliver you from Egypt, the Amorites, the
Ammonites, the Philistines,

12 the Sidonians, Amalek, and Midian when they oppressed you? You cried out for
help to me, and I delivered you from their power.

13But since youabandonedmeandworshipedother gods, Iwill not deliver youagain.
14 Go and cry for help to the gods you have chosen! Let them deliver you from

trouble!”
15But the Israelites said to the LORD, “We have sinned. You do to us as you see fit, but

deliver us today!”
16They threwaway the foreign gods they owned andworshiped the LORD. Finally the

LORD grew tired|strong="H7114" of seeing Israel suffer somuch.
AnOutcast Becomes a General

17The Ammonites assembled and camped in Gilead; the Israelites gathered together
and camped inMizpah.

18The leaders of Gilead said to one another, “Who iswilling to lead the charge against
the Ammonites? He will become the leader of all who live in Gilead!”

11
1Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a brave warrior. His mother was a prostitute, but

Gilead was his father.
2Gilead’swife also gave him sons. Whenhiswife’s sons grewup, theymade Jephthah

leave and said to him, “You are not going to inherit any of our father’s wealth, because
you are another woman’s son.”

3 So Jephthah left his half-brothers and lived in the land of Tob. Lawless men joined
Jephthah’s gang and traveled with him.

4 It was some time after this when the Ammonites fought with Israel.
5When the Ammonites attacked, the leaders of Gilead asked Jephthah to come back

from the land of Tob.
6They said, “Come, be our commander, so we can fight with the Ammonites.”
7 Jephthah said to the leaders of Gilead, “But you hated me and made me leave my

father’s house. Why do you come tome now, when you are in trouble?”
8The leaders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “Thatmay be true, but nowwe pledge to you

our loyalty. Come with us and fight with the Ammonites. Then you will become the
leader of all who live in Gilead.”

9 Jephthah said to the leaders of Gilead, “All right! If you take me back to fight with
the Ammonites and the LORD gives them tome, I will be your leader.”

10The leaders ofGilead said to Jephthah, “TheLORDwill judge any grievance youhave
against us, if we do not do as you say.”

11So Jephthahwentwith the leaders of Gilead. The peoplemade him their leader and
commander. Jephthah repeated the terms of the agreement before the LORD inMizpah.
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Jephthah Gives a History Lesson
12 Jephthah sent messengers to the Ammonite king, saying, “Why have you come

against me to attackmy land?”
13 The Ammonite king said to Jephthah’s messengers, “Because Israel stole my land

when they came up from Egypt – from the Arnon River in the south to the Jabbok River
in the north, and as far west as the Jordan. Now return it peaceably!”

14 Jephthah sent messengers back to the Ammonite king
15 and said to him, “This is what Jephthah says, ‘Israel did not steal the land of Moab

and the land of the Ammonites.
16When they left Egypt, Israel traveled through the desert as far as the Red Sea and

then came to Kadesh.
17 Israel sentmessengers to the king of Edom, saying, “Please allowus to pass through

your land.” But the king of Edom rejected the request. Israel sent the same request to
the king of Moab, but he was unwilling to cooperate. So Israel stayed at Kadesh.

18 Then Israel went through the desert and bypassed the land of Edom and the land
of Moab. They traveled east of the land of Moab and camped on the other side of the
Arnon River; they did not go throughMoabite territory (the ArnonwasMoab’s border).

19 Israel sent messengers to King Sihon, the Amorite king who ruled in Heshbon, and
said to him, “Please allow us to pass through your land to our land.”

20But Sihon did not trust Israel to pass through his territory. He assembled his whole
army, camped in Jahaz, and fought with Israel.

21 The LORD God of Israel handed Sihon and his whole army over to Israel and they
defeated them. Israel took all the land of the Amorites who lived in that land.

22They took all the Amorite territory from the Arnon River on the south to the Jabbok
River on the north, from the desert in the east to the Jordan in the west.

23 Since the LORD God of Israel has driven out the Amorites before his people Israel,
do you think you can just take it from them?

24 You have the right to take what Chemosh your god gives you, but we will take the
land of all whom the LORD our God has driven out before us.

25Are you really better thanBalak son of Zippor, king ofMoab? Did he dare to quarrel
with Israel? Did he dare to fight with them?

26 Israel has been living in Heshbon and its nearby towns, in Aroer and its nearby
towns, and in all the cities along the Arnon for three hundred years! Why did you not
reclaim them during that time?

27 I havenotdoneyouwrong, but youaredoingwrongbyattackingme. May theLORD,
the Judge, judge this day between the Israelites and the Ammonites!’ ”

28But the Ammonite king disregarded themessage sent by Jephthah.

A Foolish Vow Spells Death for a Daughter
29 The LORD’s spirit empowered Jephthah. He passed through Gilead and Manasseh

andwent to Mizpah in Gilead. From there he approached the Ammonites.
30 Jephthah made a vow to the LORD, saying, “If you really do hand the Ammonites

over to me,
31 then whoever is the first to come through the doors of my house to meet me when

I return safely fromfighting the Ammonites – hewill belong to the LORD and I will offer
him up as a burnt sacrifice.”

32 Jephthahapproached theAmmonites tofightwith them, and theLORDhanded them
over to him.

33He defeated them from Aroer all the way to Minnith – twenty cities in all, even as
far as Abel Keramim! He wiped them out! The Israelites humiliated the Ammonites.
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34When Jephthah camehome toMizpah, therewashis daughter hurrying out tomeet
him, dancing to the rhythm of tambourines. She was his only child; except for her he
had no son or daughter.

35When he saw her, he ripped his clothes and said, “Oh no! My daughter! You have
completely ruinedme! You have brought me disaster! I made an oath to the LORD, and
I cannot break it.”

36 She said to him, “My father, since you made an oath to the LORD, do to me as you
promised. After all, the LORD vindicated you before your enemies, the Ammonites.”

37 She then said to her father, “Please grant me this one wish. For two months allow
me to walk through the hills withmy friends andmournmy virginity.”

38He said, “You may go.” He permitted her to leave for two months. She went with
her friends andmourned her virginity as she walked through the hills.

39After twomonths she returned to her father, andhedid to her as hehad vowed. She
died a virgin. Her tragic death gave rise to a custom in Israel.

40Every year Israelite women commemorate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite
for four days.

12
1 The Ephraimites assembled and crossed over to Zaphon. They said to Jephthah,

“Why did you go and fight with the Ammonites without asking us to go with you? We
will burn your house down right over you!”

2 Jephthah said to them, “My people and I were entangled in controversy with the
Ammonites. I asked for your help, but you did not deliver me from their power.

3When I saw that you were not going to help, I risked my life and advanced against
the Ammonites, and the LORD handed them over tome. Why have you come up to fight
withme today?”

4 Jephthah assembled all the men of Gilead and they fought with Ephraim. The
men of Gilead defeated Ephraim, because the Ephraimites insulted them, saying, “You
Gileadites are refugees in Ephraim, living within Ephraim’s andManasseh’s territory.”

5The Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan River opposite Ephraim. Whenever
an Ephraimite fugitive said, “Let me cross over,” themen of Gilead asked him, “Are you
an Ephraimite?” If he said, “No,”

6 then they said to him, “Say ‘Shibboleth!’ ” If he said, “Sibboleth” (and could not
pronounce the word correctly), they grabbed him and executed him right there at the
fords of the Jordan. On that day forty-two thousand Ephraimites fell dead.

7 Jephthah led Israel for six years; then he died andwas buried in his city in Gilead.

Order Restored
8After him Ibzan of Bethlehem led Israel.
9He had thirty sons. He arranged for thirty of his daughters to bemarried outside his

extended family, and he arranged for thirty young women to be brought from outside
as wives for his sons. Ibzan led Israel for seven years;

10 then he died andwas buried in Bethlehem.
11After him Elon the Zebulunite led Israel for ten years.
12Then Elon the Zebulunite died andwas buried in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.
13After him Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite led Israel.
14Hehad forty sons and thirty grandsonswho rode on seventy donkeys. He led Israel

for eight years.
15 Then Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite died and was buried in Pirathon in the

land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the Amalekites.
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13
1The Israelites again did evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD handed them over to the

Philistines for forty years.
2 There was a man named Manoah from Zorah, from the Danite tribe. His wife was

infertile and childless.
3 The LORD’s angelic messenger appeared to the woman and said to her, “You are

infertile and childless, but you will conceive and have a son.
4Now be careful! Do not drink wine or beer, and do not eat any food that will make

you ritually unclean.
5 Look, you will conceive and have a son. You must never cut his hair, for the child

will be dedicated to God from birth. He will begin to deliver Israel from the power of
the Philistines.”

6 The woman went and said to her husband, “A man sent from God came to me! He
looked like God’s angelicmessenger –hewas very awesome. I did not ask himwhere he
came from, and he did not tell me his name.

7He said tome, ‘Look, youwill conceive and have a son. So now, do not drinkwine or
beer and do not eat any food that will make you ritually unclean. For the child will be
dedicated to God from birth till the day he dies.’ ”

8Manoah prayed to the LORD, “Please, Lord, allow the man sent from God to visit us
again, so he can teach us howwe should raise the child whowill be born.”

9God answered Manoah’s prayer. God’s angelic messenger visited the woman again
while she was sitting in the field. But her husbandManoahwas not with her.

10Thewoman ran at once and told her husband, “Come quickly, themanwho visited
me the other day has appeared to me!”

11SoManoah got up and followedhiswife. Whenhemet theman, he said to him, “Are
you themanwho spoke to mywife?” He said, “Yes.”

12Manoah said, “Now, when your announcement comes true, how should the child
be raised andwhat should he do?”

13The LORD’s|strong="H3069" messenger told Manoah, “Your wife should pay atten-
tion to everything I told her.

14 She should not drink anything that the grapevine produces. She must not drink
wine or beer, and she must not eat any food that will make her ritually unclean. She
should obey everything I commanded her to do.”

15Manoah said to the LORD’s messenger, “Please stay here awhile, so we can prepare
a young goat for you to eat.”

16The LORD’s messenger said to Manoah, “If I stay, I will not eat your food. But if you
want to make a burnt sacrifice to the LORD, you should offer it.” (He said this because
Manoah did not know that he was the LORD’s messenger.)

17 Manoah said to the LORD’s messenger, “Tell us your name, so we can honor you
when your announcement comes true.”

18 The LORD’s messenger said to him, “You should not ask me my name, because you
cannot comprehend it.”

19Manoah took a young goat and a grain offering and offered them on a rock to the
LORD. The LORD’s messenger did|strong="H6213" an amazing thing as Manoah and his
wife watched.

20As the flamewent up from the altar toward the sky, the LORD’s messenger went up
in it while Manoah and his wife watched. They fell facedown to the ground.

21 The LORD’s messenger did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. After all this
happenedManoah realized that the visitor had been the LORD’s messenger.

22Manoah said to his wife, “Wewill certainly die, becausewe have seen a supernatu-
ral being!”
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23But his wife said to him, “If the LORD wanted to kill us, he would not have accepted
the burnt offering and the grain offering fromus. Hewould not have shownus all these
things, or have spoken to us like this just now.”

24Manoah’s wife gave birth to a son and named him Samson. The child grew and the
LORD empowered him.

25TheLORD’s spirit began to control him inMahanehDanbetweenZorahandEshtaol.

14
1 Samsonwent down to Timnah, where a Philistine girl caught his eye.
2When he got home, he told his father and mother, “A Philistine girl in Timnah has

caught my eye. Now get her for mywife.”
3 But his father and mother said to him, “Certainly you can find a wife among your

relatives or among all our people! You should not have to go and get a wife from the
uncircumcised Philistines.” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, because she
is the right one for me.”

4Nowhis father andmother did not realize thiswas the LORD’s doing, because hewas
looking for an opportunity to stir up trouble with the Philistines (for at that time the
Philistines were ruling Israel).

5 Samson went down to Timnah. When he approached the vineyards of Timnah, he
saw a roaring young lion attacking him.

6The LORD’s spirit empowered him and he tore the lion in twowith his bare hands as
easily as one would tear a young goat. But he did not tell his father or mother what he
had done.

7Samson continued on down to Timnah and spoke to the girl. In his opinion, shewas
just the right one.

8 Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to see the lion’s
remains. He saw a swarm of bees in the lion’s carcass, as well as some honey.

9He scooped it up with his hands and ate it as he walked along. When he returned to
his father andmother, he offered them some and they ate it. But he did not tell them he
had scooped the honey out of the lion’s carcass.

10 Then Samson’s father accompanied him to Timnah for the marriage. Samson
hosted a party there, for this was customary for bridegrooms to do.

11When the Philistines saw he had no attendants, they gave him thirty groomsmen
who kept him company.

12 Samson said to them, “I will give you a riddle. If you really can solve it during the
seven days the party lasts, I will give you thirty linen robes and thirty sets of clothes.

13 But if you cannot solve it, you will give me thirty linen robes and thirty sets of
clothes.” They said to him, “Let us hear your riddle.”

14He said to them,
“Out of the one who eats came something to eat;
out of the strong one came something sweet.”

They could not solve the riddle for three days.
15On the fourth day they said to Samson’s bride, “Trick your husband into giving the

solution to the riddle. If you refuse, we will burn up you and your father’s family. Did
you invite us here to make us poor?”

16 So Samson’s bride cried on his shoulder and said, “You must hate me; you do not
love me! You told the young men a riddle, but you have not told me the solution.” He
said to her, “Look, I have not even told my father or mother. Do you really expect me to
tell you?”
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17 She cried on his shoulder until the party was almost over. Finally, on the seventh
day, he told her because she had nagged him somuch. Then she told the youngmen the
solution to the riddle.

18On the seventh day, before the sun set, the men of the city said to him,
“What is sweeter than honey?
What is stronger than a lion?”

He said to them,
“If you had not plowedwithmy heifer,
you would not have solvedmy riddle!”

19The LORD’s spirit empowered him. Hewent down toAshkelon andmurdered thirty
men. He took their clothes and gave them to themenwhohad solved the riddle. Hewas
furious as he went back home.

20 Samson’s bride was then given to his best man.

15
1 Sometime later, during the wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat as a gift and

went to visit his bride. He said to her father, “I want to have sex with my bride in her
bedroom!” But her father would not let him enter.

2Her father said, “I really thought you absolutely despised her, so I gave her to your
best man. Her younger sister is more attractive than she is. Take her instead!”

3 Samson said to them, “This time I am justified in doing the Philistines harm!”
4Samsonwent and captured three hundred jackals and got some torches. He tied the

jackals in pairs by their tails and then tied a torch to each pair.
5 He lit the torches and set the jackals loose in the Philistines’ standing grain. He

burned up the grain heaps and the standing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive
groves.

6 The Philistines asked, “Who did this?” They were told, “Samson, the Timnite’s son-
in-law, because the Timnite took Samson’s bride and gave her to his best man.” So the
Philistines went up and burned her and her father.

7 Samson said to them, “Because you did this, I will get revenge against you before I
quit fighting.”

8He struck them down and defeated them. Then he went down and lived for a time
in the cave in the cliff of Etam.

9 The Philistines went up and invaded Judah. They arrayed themselves for battle in
Lehi.

10Themen of Judah said, “Why are you attacking us?” The Philistines said, “We have
come up to take Samson prisoner so we can do to himwhat he has done to us.”

11Three thousandmen of Judahwent down to the cave in the cliff of Etam and said to
Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines rule over us? Why have you done this to
us?” He said to them, “I have only done to themwhat they have done to me.”

12 They said to him, “We have come down to take you prisoner so we can hand you
over to the Philistines.” Samson said to them, “Promise me youwill not kill me.”

13They said to him, “We promise! We will only take you prisoner and hand you over
to them. We promise not to kill you.” They tied him up with two brand new ropes and
led him up from the cliff.

14When he arrived in Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they approached him. But the
LORD’s spirit empowered him. The ropes around his arms were like flax dissolving in
fire, and theymelted away from his hands.

15He happened to see a solid jawbone of a donkey. He grabbed it and struck down a
thousandmen.

16 Samson then said,
“With the jawbone of a donkey
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I have left them in heaps;
with the jawbone of a donkey
I have struck down a thousandmen!”

17 When he finished speaking, he threw the jawbone down and named that place
Ramath Lehi.

18 He was very thirsty, so he cried out to the LORD and said, “You have given your
servant this great victory. But now must I die of thirst and fall into hands of the
Philistines?”

19 So God split open the basin at Lehi and water flowed out from it. When he took a
drink, his strength was restored and he revived. For this reason he named the spring
En Hakkore. It remains in Lehi to this very day.

20 Samson led Israel for twenty years during the days of Philistine prominence.

16
1 Samsonwent to Gaza. There he saw a prostitute and went in to have sex with her.
2 The Gazites were told, “Samson has come here!” So they surrounded the town and

hid all night at the city gate, waiting for him to leave. They relaxed all night, thinking,
“Hewill not leave until morning comes; then wewill kill him!”

3 Samson spent half the night with the prostitute; then he got up in the middle of the
night and left. He grabbed the doors of the city gate, as well as the two posts, and pulled
them right off, bar and all. He put them on his shoulders and carried themup to the top
of a hill east of Hebron.

4After this Samson fell in love with a woman named Delilah, who lived in the Sorek
Valley.

5The rulers of the Philistineswent up to visit her and said to her, “Trick him! Find out
whatmakes him so strong and howwe can subdue him and humiliate him. Each one of
us will give you eleven hundred silver pieces.”

6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me what makes you so strong and how you can be
subdued and humiliated.”

7Samson said to her, “If they tiemeupwith seven freshbowstrings that havenot been
dried, I will becomeweak and be just like any other man.”

8 So the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings which had not
been dried and they tied him upwith them.

9 They hid in the bedroom and then she said to him, “The Philistines are here,
Samson!” He snapped the bowstrings as easily as a thread of yarn snaps when it is put
close to fire. The secret of his strength was not discovered.

10Delilah said to Samson, “Look, you deceived me and told me lies! Now tell me how
you can be subdued.”

11He said to her, “If they tie me tightly with brand new ropes that have never been
used, I will becomeweak and be just like any other man.”

12So Delilah took new ropes and tied himwith them and said to him, “The Philistines
are here, Samson!” (The Philistines were hiding in the bedroom.) But he tore the ropes
from his arms as if they were a piece of thread.

13Delilah said to Samson, “Up to now you have deceivedme and told me lies. Tell me
howyou can be subdued.” He said to her, “If youweave the seven braids ofmy hair into
the fabric on the loom and secure it with the pin, I will become weak and be like any
other man.”

14So shemade him go to sleep, wove the seven braids of his hair into the fabric on the
loom, fastened it with the pin, and said to him, “The Philistines are here, Samson!” He
woke up and tore away the pin of the loom and the fabric.
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15She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’when youwill not share your secret
with me? Three times you have deceived me and have not told me what makes you so
strong.”

16 She nagged him every day and pressured him until he was sick to death of it.
17 Finally he told her his secret. He said to her, “My hair has never been cut, for I

have been dedicated to God from the time Iwas conceived. Ifmy headwere shaved,my
strength would leaveme; I would becomeweak, and be just like all other men.”

18 When Delilah saw that he had told her his secret, she sent for the rulers of the
Philistines, saying, “Come up here again, for he has told me his secret.” So the rulers
of the Philistines went up to visit her, bringing the silver in their hands.

19Shemade him go to sleep on her lap and then called aman in to shave off the seven
braids of his hair. Shemade him vulnerable and his strength left him.

20 She said, “The Philistines are here, Samson!” Hewoke up and thought, “I will do as
I did before and shakemyself free.” But he did not realize that the LORD had left him.

21 The Philistines captured him and gouged out his eyes. They brought him down to
Gaza and bound him in bronze chains. He became a grinder in the prison.

22His hair began to grow back after it had been shaved off.

Samson’s Death and Burial
23 The rulers of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god

and to celebrate. They said, “Our god has handed Samson, our enemy, over to us.”
24When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has handed our

enemy over to us, the one who ruined our land and killed somany of us!”
25When they really started celebrating, they said, “Call for Samsonsohecanentertain

us!” So they summoned Samson from the prison and he entertained them. They made
him stand between two pillars.

26 Samson said to the young man who held his hand, “Position me so I can touch the
pillars that support the temple. Then I can lean on them.”

27Now the templewasfilledwithmenandwomen, and all the rulers of the Philistines
were there. There were three thousandmen andwomen on the roof watching Samson
entertain.

28 Samson called to the LORD| strong="H3069", “O Master, LORD, remember me!
Strengthen me just one more time, O God, so I can get swift revenge against the
Philistines for my two eyes!”

29Samson tookhold of the twomiddlepillars that supported the temple andhe leaned
against them, with his right hand on one and his left hand on the other.

30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” He pushed hard and the temple
collapsed on the rulers and all the people in it. He killedmanymore people in his death
than he had killed during his life.

31 His brothers and all his family went down and brought him back. They buried
him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel
for twenty years.

17
1There was aman namedMicah from the Ephraimite hill country.
2He said to his mother, “You know the eleven hundred pieces of silver which were

stolen from you, about which I heard you pronounce a curse? Look here, I have the
silver. I stole it, but now I am giving it back to you.” His mother said, “May the LORD
reward you, my son!”
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3When he gave back to his mother the eleven hundred pieces of silver, his mother
said, “I solemnly dedicate this silver to the LORD. It will be for my son’s benefit. Wewill
use it to make a carved image and ametal image.”

4When he gave the silver back to his mother, she took two hundred pieces of silver
to a silversmith, who made them into a carved image and a metal image. She then put
them inMicah’s house.

5Now this man Micah owned a shrine. He made an ephod and some personal idols
and hired one of his sons to serve as a priest.

6 In those days Israel had no king. Eachman did what he considered to be right.

MicahHires a Professional
7 There was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah. He was a Levite who had been

temporarily residing among the tribe of Judah.
8This man left the town of Bethlehem in Judah to find another place to live. He came

to the Ephraimite hill country andmade his way to Micah’s house.
9 Micah said to him, “Where do you come from?” He replied, “I am a Levite from

Bethlehem in Judah. I am looking for a new place to live.”
10Micah said to him, “Staywithme. Becomemy adviser and priest. I will give you ten

pieces of silver per year, plus clothes and food.”
11 So the Levite agreed to stay with theman; the youngmanwas like a son to Micah.
12Micahpaid the Levite; the youngmanbecamehis priest and lived inMicah’s house.
13Micah said, “Now I know God will make me rich, because I have this Levite as my

priest.”

18
1 In those days Israel had no king. And in those days theDanite tribewas looking for a

place to settle, because at that time they did not yet have a place to call their ownamong
the tribes of Israel.

2The Danites sent out from their whole tribe five representatives, capable men from
ZorahandEshtaol, to spy out the landand explore it. They said to them, “Go, explore the
land.” They came to the Ephraimite hill country and spent the night at Micah’s house.

3As they approached Micah’s house, they recognized the accent of the young Levite.
So they stopped there and said to him, “Who brought you here? What are you doing in
this place? What is your business here?”

4He told them what Micah had done for him, saying, “He hired me and I became his
priest.”

5They said to him, “Seek adivine oracle for us, sowe canknow ifwewill be successful
on ourmission.”

6 The priest said to them, “Go with confidence. The LORD will be with you on your
mission.”

7 So the five men journeyed on and arrived in Laish. They noticed that the people
there were living securely, like the Sidonians do, undisturbed and unsuspecting. No
conqueror was troubling them in any way. They lived far from the Sidonians and had
no dealings with anyone.

8When the Danites returned to their tribe in Zorah and Eshtaol, their kinsmen asked
them, “How did it go?”

9They said, “Come on, let’s attack them, for we saw their land and it is very good. You
seem lethargic, but don’t hesitate to invade and conquer the land.

10When you invade, you will encounter unsuspecting people. The land is wide! God
is handing it over to you – a place that lacks nothing on earth!”

11 So six hundred Danites, fully armed, set out from Zorah and Eshtaol.



Judges 18:12 316 Judges 19:1

12Theywentupandcamped inKiriath Jearim in Judah. (To thisday thatplace is called
Camp of Dan. It is west of Kiriath Jearim.)

13 From there they traveled through the Ephraimite hill country and arrived at
Micah’s house.

14The five men who had gone to spy out the land of Laish said to their kinsmen, “Do
you realize that inside these houses are an ephod, some personal idols, a carved image,
and ametal image? Decide nowwhat you want to do.”

15 They stopped there, went inside the young Levite’s house (which belonged to
Micah), and asked him how hewas doing.

16Meanwhile the six hundred Danites, fully armed, stood at the entrance to the gate.
17The fivemenwho had gone to spy out the land broke in and stole the carved image,

the ephod, the personal idols, and themetal image, while the priest was standing at the
entrance to the gate with the six hundred fully armedmen.

18When these men broke into Micah’s house and stole the carved image, the ephod,
the personal idols, and themetal image, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?”

19They said to him, “Shut up! Put your hand over yourmouth and comewith us! You
can be our adviser and priest. Wouldn’t it be better to be a priest for a whole Israelite
tribe than for just oneman’s family?”

20The priest was happy. He took the ephod, the personal idols, and the carved image
and joined the group.

21They turned andwent on theirway, but theywalked behind the children, the cattle,
and their possessions.

22 After they had gone a good distance from Micah’s house, Micah’s neighbors
gathered together and caught up with the Danites.

23When they called out to the Danites, the Danites turned around and said to Micah,
“Why have you gathered together?”

24He said, “You stole my gods that I made, as well as this priest, and then went away.
What do I have left? How can you have the audacity to say tome, ‘What do youwant?’ ”

25TheDanites said to him, “Don’t say anotherword tous, or somevery angrymenwill
attack you, and you and your family will die.”

26The Danites went on their way; whenMicah realized theywere too strong to resist,
he turned around andwent home.

27NowtheDanites tookwhatMicahhadmade, aswell ashis priest, and came toLaish,
where thepeoplewereundisturbedandunsuspecting. They struck themdownwith the
sword and burned the city.

28 No one came to the rescue because the city was far from Sidon and they had no
dealingswith anyone. The citywas in a valley near Beth Rehob. The Danites rebuilt the
city and occupied it.

29They named it Dan after their ancestor, who was one of Israel’s sons. But the city’s
name used to be Laish.

30 The Danites worshiped the carved image. Jonathan, descendant of Gershom, son
ofMoses, and his descendants served as priests for the tribe of Dan until the time of the
exile.

31TheyworshipedMicah’s carved image thewhole timeGod’s authorized shrinewas
in Shiloh.

19
1 In those days Israel hadno king. Therewas a Levite living temporarily in the remote

region of the Ephraimite hill country. He acquired a concubine from Bethlehem in
Judah.
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2However, she got angry at him andwent home to her father’s house in Bethlehem in
Judah. When she had been there four months,

3 her husband came after her, hoping he could convince her to return. He brought
with him his servant and a pair of donkeys. When she brought him into her father’s
house and the girl’s father saw him, he greeted himwarmly.

4His father-in-law, the girl’s father, persuaded him to stay with him for three days,
and they ate and drank together, and spent the night there.

5On the fourth day theywoke up early and the Levite got ready to leave. But the girl’s
father said to his son-in-law, “Have a bite to eat for some energy, then you can go.”

6 So the two of them sat down and had a meal together. Then the girl’s father said to
theman, “Why not stay another night and have a good time!”

7When the man got ready to leave, his father-in-law convinced him to stay another
night.

8He woke up early in the morning on the fifth day so he could leave, but the girl’s
father said, “Get some energy. Wait until later in the day to leave!” So they ate a meal
together.

9When the man got ready to leave with his concubine and his servant, his father-in-
law, the girl’s father, said to him, “Look! The day is almost over! Stay another night!
Since the day is over, stay another night here and have a good time. You can get up early
tomorrow and start your trip home.”

10But theman did not want to stay another night. He left and traveled as far as Jebus
(that is, Jerusalem). He had with him a pair of saddled donkeys and his concubine.

11When theygotnear Jebus, itwasgettingquite late and the servant said tohismaster,
“Come on, let’s stop at this Jebusite city and spend the night in it.”

12Buthismaster said tohim, “Weshouldnot stopat a foreigncitywherenon-Israelites
live. Wewill travel on to Gibeah.”

13He said to his servant, “Come on, we will go into one of the other towns and spend
the night in Gibeah or Ramah.”

14 So they traveled on, and the sun went down when they were near Gibeah in the
territory of Benjamin.

15 They stopped there and decided to spend the night in Gibeah. They came into the
city and sat down in the town square, but no one invited them to spend the night.

16 But then an old man passed by, returning at the end of the day from his work in
the field. The man was from the Ephraimite hill country; he was living temporarily in
Gibeah. (The residents of the townwere Benjaminites.)

17 When he looked up and saw the traveler in the town square, the old man said,
“Where are you heading? Where do you come from?”

18 The Levite said to him, “We are traveling from Bethlehem in Judah to the remote
region of the Ephraimite hill country. That’s where I’m from. I had business in
Bethlehem in Judah, but now I’m heading home. But no one has invited me into their
home.

19We have enough straw and grain for our donkeys, and there is enough food and
wine for me, your female servant, and the young man who is with your servants. We
lack nothing.”

20 The old man said, “Everything is just fine! I will take care of all your needs. But
don’t spend the night in the town square.”

21 So he brought him to his house and fed the donkeys. They washed their feet and
had ameal.

22Theywere having a good time,when suddenly somemenof the city, some good-for-
nothings, surrounded the house and kept beating on the door. They said to the oldman
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whoowned the house, “Send out themanwho came to visit you sowe canhave sexwith
him.”

23 The man who owned the house went outside and said to them, “No, my brothers!
Don’t do this wicked thing! After all, this man is a guest in my house. Don’t do such a
disgraceful thing!

24Here are my virgin daughter and my guest’s concubine. I will send them out and
you can abuse them and do to themwhatever you like. But don’t do such a disgraceful
thing to this man!”

25Themen refused to listen to him, so the Levite grabbedhis concubine andmadeher
go outside. They raped her and abused her all night long until morning. They let her go
at dawn.

26Thewoman arrived back at daybreak andwas sprawled out on the doorstep of the
house where her master was staying until it became light.

27When her master got up in the morning, opened the doors of the house, and went
outside to start on his journey, there was the woman, his concubine, sprawled out on
the doorstep of the house with her hands on the threshold.

28He said to her, “Get up, let’s leave!” But there was no response. He put her on the
donkey andwent home.

29When he got home, he took a knife, grabbed his concubine, and carved her up into
twelve pieces. Then he sent the pieces throughout Israel.

30 Everyone who saw the sight said, “Nothing like this has happened or been wit-
nessed during the entire time since the Israelites left the land of Egypt! Take careful
note of it! Discuss it and speak!”

20
1All the Israelites fromDan toBeer Sheba and from the landofGilead left their homes

and assembled together before the LORD at Mizpah.
2 The leaders of all the people from all the tribes of Israel took their places in the

assembly of God’s people, which numbered four hundred thousand sword-wielding
foot soldiers.

3TheBenjaminitesheard that the Israeliteshadgoneup toMizpah. Then the Israelites
said, “Explain how this wicked thing happened!”

4 The Levite, the husband of the murdered woman, spoke up, “I and my concubine
stopped in Gibeah in the territory of Benjamin to spend the night.

5 The leaders of Gibeah attacked me and at night surrounded the house where I was
staying. They wanted to kill me; instead they abused my concubine so badly that she
died.

6 I grabbed hold of my concubine and carved her up and sent the pieces throughout
the territory occupied by Israel, because they committed such an unthinkable atrocity
in Israel.

7All you Israelites, make a decision here!”
8All Israel rose up in unison and said, “Not one of us will go home! Not one of us will

return to his house!
9Now this is what we will do to Gibeah: Wewill attack the city as the lot dictates.
10Wewill take ten of every group of a hundredmen fromall the tribes of Israel (and a

hundred of every group of a thousand, and a thousand of every group of ten thousand)
to get supplies for the army. When they arrive in Gibeah of Benjamin they will punish
them for the atrocity which they committed in Israel.”

11 So all the men of Israel gathered together at the city as allies.
12The tribes of Israel sent men throughout the tribe of Benjamin, saying, “How could

such a wicked thing take place?
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13Now, hand over the good-for-nothings in Gibeah sowe can execute themandpurge
Israel of wickedness.” But the Benjaminites refused to listen to their Israelite brothers.

14 The Benjaminites came from their cities and assembled at Gibeah to make war
against the Israelites.

15 That day the Benjaminites mustered from their cities twenty-six thousand sword-
wielding soldiers, besides seven hundred well-trained soldiers from Gibeah.

16Among this armywere seven hundred specially-trained left-handed soldiers. Each
one could sling a stone and hit even the smallest target.

17 The men of Israel (not counting Benjamin) had mustered four hundred thousand
sword-wielding soldiers, every one an experienced warrior.

18The Israeliteswentup toBethel andaskedGod, “Whoshould lead thechargeagainst
the Benjaminites?” The LORD said, “Judah should lead.”

19The Israelites got up the next morning andmoved against Gibeah.
20 The men of Israel marched out to fight Benjamin; they arranged their battle lines

against Gibeah.
21 The Benjaminites attacked from Gibeah and struck down twenty-two thousand

Israelites that day.
22The Israelite army tookheart andoncemorearranged their battle lines, in the same

place where they had taken their positions the day before.
23 The Israelites went up and wept before the LORD until evening. They asked the

LORD, “Should we again march out to fight the Benjaminites, our brothers?” The LORD
said, “Attack them!”

24 So the Israelites marched toward the Benjaminites the next day.
25 The Benjaminites again attacked them from Gibeah and struck down eighteen

thousand sword-wielding Israelite soldiers.
26 So all the Israelites, the whole army, went up to Bethel. They wept and sat there

before theLORD; theydidnot eat anything that dayuntil evening. They offeredupburnt
sacrifices and tokens of peace to the LORD.

27The Israelites asked the LORD (for the ark of God’s covenantwas there in those days;
28 Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of Aaron, was serving the LORD in those|

strong="H1992" days), “Should we once more march out to fight the Benjaminites our
brothers, or should we quit?” The LORD said, “Attack, for tomorrow I will hand them
over to you.”

29 So Israel hid men in ambush outside Gibeah.
30 The Israelites attacked the Benjaminites the next day; they took their positions

against Gibeah just as they had done before.
31 The Benjaminites attacked the army, leaving the city unguarded. They began to

strike down their enemy just as they had done before. On the main roads (one leads to
Bethel, the other to Gibeah) and in the field, they struck down about thirty Israelites.

32 Then the Benjaminites said, “They are defeated just as before.” But the Israelites
said, “Let’s retreat and lure them away from the city into themain roads.”

33All themen of Israel got up from their places and took their positions at Baal Tamar,
while the Israelites hiding in ambush jumped out of their places west of Gibeah.

34Ten thousandmen,well-trained soldiers fromall Israel, thenmadea frontal assault
against Gibeah – the battle was fierce. But the Benjaminites did not realize that disaster
was at their doorstep.

35 The LORD annihilated Benjamin before Israel; the Israelites struck down that day
25,100 sword-wielding Benjaminites.

36Then the Benjaminites saw they were defeated.
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The Israelites retreated before Benjamin, because they had confidence in the men
they had hid in ambush outside Gibeah.

37Themen hiding in ambushmade amad dash to Gibeah. They attacked and put the
sword to the entire city.

38The Israelites and themen hiding in ambush had arranged a signal. When themen
hiding in ambush sent up a smoke signal from the city,

39 the Israelites counterattacked. Benjamin had begun to strike down the Israelites;
they struck down about thirty men. They said, “There’s no doubt about it! They are
totally defeated as in the earlier battle.”

40 But when the signal, a pillar of smoke, began to rise up from the city, the
Benjaminites turned around and saw the whole city going up in a cloud of smoke that
rose high into the sky.

41When the Israelites turned around, the Benjaminites panicked because they could
see that disaster was on their doorstep.

42They retreatedbefore the Israelites, taking the road to thewilderness. But thebattle
overtook them asmen from the surrounding cities struck them down.

43 They surrounded the Benjaminites, chased them from Nohah, and annihilated
them all the way to a spot east of Geba.

44Eighteen thousand Benjaminites, all of them capable warriors, fell dead.
45Therest turnedandran toward thewilderness, heading toward the cliffofRimmon.

But the Israelites caught five thousand of them on themain roads. They stayed right on
their heels all the way to Gidom and struck down two thousandmore.

46 That day twenty-five thousand sword-wielding Benjaminites fell in battle, all of
them capable warriors.

47 Six hundred survivors turned and ran away to the wilderness, to the cliff of
Rimmon. They stayed there four months.

48The Israelites returned to the Benjaminite towns and put the sword to them. They
wiped out the cities, the animals, and everything they could find. They set fire to every
city in their path.

21
1 The Israelites had taken an oath in Mizpah, saying, “Not one of us will allow his

daughter to marry a Benjaminite.”
2So the people came to Bethel and sat there before God until evening, weeping loudly

and uncontrollably.
3They said, “Why, O LORD God of Israel, has this happened in Israel?” An entire tribe

has disappeared from Israel today!”
4 The next morning the people got up early and built an altar there. They offered up

burnt sacrifices and token of peace.
5The Israelites asked, “Who from all the Israelite tribes has not assembled before the

LORD?” They had made a solemn oath that whoever did not assemble before the LORD
at Mizpahmust certainly be executed.

6 The Israelites regretted what had happened to their brother Benjamin. They said,
“Today we cut off an entire tribe from Israel!

7Howcanwefindwives for thosewhoare left? After all, we took anoath in theLORD’s
name not to give them our daughters as wives.”

8So they asked, “Who from all the Israelite tribes did not assemble before the LORD at
Mizpah?” Nowit just sohappenednoone fromJabeshGileadhadcome to the gathering.

9When they took roll call, they noticed none of the inhabitants of Jabesh Gileadwere
there.
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10 So the assembly sent 12,000 capable warriors against Jabesh Gilead. They com-
manded them, “Goandkillwith your swords the inhabitants of JabeshGilead, including
the women and little children.

11 Do this: exterminate every male, as well as every woman who has had sexual
relations with amale. But spare the lives of any virgins.” So they did as instructed.

12They found among the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four hundred young girls who
werevirgins – theyhadneverhadsexual relationswithamale. Theybrought themback
to the camp at Shiloh in the land of Canaan.

13The entire assembly sentmessengers to theBenjaminites at the cliff of Rimmonand
assured them they would not be harmed.

14The Benjaminites returned at that time, and the Israelites gave to them thewomen
they had spared from Jabesh Gilead. But there were not enough to go around.

15 The people regretted what had happened to Benjamin because the LORD had
weakened the Israelite tribes.

16 The leaders of the assembly said, “How can we find wives for those who are left?
After all, the Benjaminite women have been wiped out.

17 The remnant of Benjamin must be preserved. An entire Israelite tribe should not
be wiped out.

18 But we can’t allow our daughters to marry them, for the Israelites took an oath,
saying, ‘Whoever gives a woman to a Benjaminite will be destroyed!’

19However, there is an annual festival to the LORD in Shiloh, which is north of Bethel
(east of themain road that goes up from Bethel to Shechem) and south of Lebonah.”

20 So they commanded the Benjaminites, “Go hide in the vineyards,
21andkeepyoureyesopen. Whenyousee thedaughtersof Shilohcomingout todance

in the celebration, jump out from the vineyards. Each one of you, catch yourself a wife
from among the daughters of Shiloh and then go home to the land of Benjamin.

22When their fathers or brothers come and protest to us, we’ll say to them, “Do us a
favor and let them be, for we could not get each one a wife through battle. Don’t worry
about breaking your oath! You would only be guilty if you had voluntarily given them
wives.’ ”

23 The Benjaminites did as instructed. They abducted two hundred of the dancing
girls to be their wives. They went home to their own territory, rebuilt their cities, and
settled down.

24Then the Israelites dispersed from there to their respective tribal and clan territo-
ries. Each went from there to his own property.

25 In those days Israel had no king. Eachman did what he considered to be right.
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Ruth
A Family Tragedy: Famine and Death

1During the time of the judges therewas a famine in the land of Judah. So aman from
Bethlehemin Judahwent to liveasa resident foreigner in the regionofMoab, alongwith
his wife and two sons.

2 (Now the man’s name was Elimelech, his wife was Naomi, and his two sons were
Mahlon and Kilion. They were of the clan of Ephrath from Bethlehem in Judah.) They
entered the region of Moab and settled there.

3 Sometime later Naomi’s husband Elimelech died, so she and her two sons were left
alone.

4 So her sons married Moabite women. (One was named Orpah and the other Ruth.)
And they continued to live there about ten years.

5 Then Naomi’s two sons, Mahlon and Kilion, also died. So the woman was left all
alone – bereaved of her two children as well as her husband!

6 So she decided to return home from the region of Moab, accompanied by her
daughters-in-law, because while she was living in Moab she had heard that the LORD|
strong="H3069" had shown concern for his people, reversing the famine by providing
abundant crops.

Ruth Returns with Naomi
7Now as she and her two daughters-in-law began to leave the place where she had

been living to return to the land of Judah,
8Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Listen tome! Each of you should return to

your mother’s home! May the LORD show you the same kind of devotion that you have
shown to your deceased husbands and tome!

9May the LORD enable each of you to find security in the home of a new husband!”
Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept loudly.

10But they said to her, “No! Wewill return with you to your people.”
11 But Naomi replied, “Go back home, my daughters! There is no reason for you to

return to Judah with me! I am no longer capable of giving birth to sons who might
become your husbands!

12Gobackhome,mydaughters! For I amtooold togetmarriedagain. Even if I thought
that there was hope that I could get married tonight and conceive sons,

13 surely youwould notwant towait until theywere old enough tomarry! Surely you
would not remain unmarried all that time! No,mydaughters, youmust not returnwith
me. Formy intense suffering is toomuch for you to bear. For the LORD is afflictingme!”

14Again they wept loudly. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth
clung tightly to her.

15 So Naomi said, “Look, your sister-in-law is returning to her people and to her god.
Follow your sister-in-law back home!”

16But Ruth replied,
“Stop urgingme to abandon you!
For wherever you go, I will go.
Wherever you live, I will live.
Your people will becomemy people,
and your Godwill becomemy God.
17Wherever you die, I will die – and there I will be buried.
May the LORD punishme severely if I do not keepmy promise!
Only death will be able to separate me from you!”
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18When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped trying
to dissuade her.

19 So the two of them journeyed together until they arrived in Bethlehem.

Naomi and Ruth Arrive in Bethlehem
When they entered Bethlehem, thewhole villagewas excited about their arrival. The

women of the village said, “Can this be Naomi?”
20 But she replied to them, “Don’t call me ‘Naomi’! Call me ‘Mara’ because the

Sovereign One has treatedme very harshly.
21 I left here full, but the LORD has caused me to return empty-handed. Why do you

callme ‘Naomi,’ seeing that theLORDhasopposedme, and theSovereignOnehas caused
me to suffer?”

22So Naomi returned, accompanied by herMoabite daughter-in-law Ruth, who came
back with her from the region of Moab. (Now they arrived in Bethlehem at the
beginning of the barley harvest.)

2
1NowNaomi had a relative on her husband’s side of the family named Boaz. He was

a wealthy, prominent man from the clan of Elimelech.
2OnedayRuth theMoabite said toNaomi, “Letme go to thefields so I can gather grain

behind whoever permits me to do so.” Naomi replied, “Youmay go, my daughter.”
3 So Ruth went and gathered grain in the fields behind the harvesters. Now she just

happened to end up in the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, whowas from the clan
of Elimelech.

Boaz and RuthMeet
4Nowat that verymoment, Boaz arrived fromBethlehemandgreeted theharvesters,

“May the LORD be with you!” They replied, “May the LORD bless you!”
5 Boaz asked his servant in charge of the harvesters, “To whom does this young

woman belong?”
6 The servant in charge of the harvesters replied, “She’s the young Moabite woman

who came back with Naomi from the region of Moab.
7She asked, ‘May I follow the harvesters and gather grain among the bundles?’ Since

she arrived she has beenworking hard from thismorning until now – except for sitting
in the resting hut a short time.”

8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen carefully, my dear! Do not leave to gather grain in
another field. You need not go beyond the limits of this field. You may go along beside
my female workers.

9 Take note of the field where the men are harvesting and follow behind with the
female workers. I will tell the men to leave you alone. When you are thirsty, you may
go to the water jars and drink some of the water the servants draw.”

10Ruth knelt before him with her forehead to the ground and said to him, “Why are
you so kind and so attentive to me, even though I am a foreigner?”

11Boaz replied toher, “I havebeengivena full report of all that youhavedone foryour
mother-in-law following the death of your husband –howyou left your father and your
mother, as well as your homeland, and came to live among people you did not know
previously.

12May the LORD reward your efforts! May your acts of kindness be repaid fully by the
LORD God of Israel, fromwhom you have sought protection!”

13 She said, “You really are being kind to me, sir, for you have reassured and
encouragedme, your servant, even though I am not one of your servants!”
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14 Later during the mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and have some food! Dip
your bread in the vinegar!” So she sat down beside the harvesters. Then he handed her
some roasted grain. She ate until she was full and saved the rest.

15When she got up to gather grain, Boaz told his male servants, “Let her gather grain
even among the bundles! Don’t chase her off!

16Make sure you pull out ears of grain for her and drop them so she can gather them
up. Don’t tell her not to!”

17 So she gathered grain in the field until evening. When she threshed what she had
gathered, it came to about thirty pounds of barley!

Ruth Returns to Naomi
18 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much grain she had

gathered. Then Ruth gave her the roasted grain she had saved frommealtime.
19Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you gather grain today? Where did you

work? May the one who took notice of you be rewarded!” So Ruth told her mother-in-
law with whom she had worked. She said, “The name of the man with whom I worked
today is Boaz.”

20Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be rewarded by the LORD because he
has shown loyalty to the living on behalf of the dead!” Then Naomi said to her, “This
man is a close relative of ours; he is our guardian.”

21Ruth the Moabite replied, “He even told me, ‘Youmay go along beside my servants
until they have finished gathering all my harvest!’ ”

22 Naomi then said to her daughter-in-law Ruth, “It is good, my daughter, that you
should goout toworkwithhis female servants. Thatwayyouwill not beharmed,which
could happen in another field.”

23 So Ruth worked beside Boaz’s female servants, gathering grain until the end of
the barley harvest as well as the wheat harvest. After that she stayed home with her
mother-in-law.

3
1At that time, Naomi, hermother-in-law, said to her, “Mydaughter, Imust find ahome

for you so you will be secure.
2 Now Boaz, with whose female servants you worked, is our close relative. Look,

tonight he is winnowing barley at the threshing floor.
3 So bathe yourself, rub on some perfumed oil, and get dressed up. Then go down to

the threshing floor. But don’t let the man know you’re there until he finishes his meal.
4Whenhegets ready to go to sleep, take carefulnoticeof theplacewherehe liesdown.

Thengo, uncoverhis legs, and liedownbesidehim. Hewill tell youwhat you shoulddo.”
5Ruth replied to Naomi, “I will do everything you have told me to do.”

Ruth Visits Boaz
6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law had

instructed her to do.
7When Boaz had finished his meal and was feeling satisfied, he lay down to sleep at

the far end of the grain heap. Then Ruth crept up quietly, uncovered his legs, and lay
down beside him.

8 In the middle of the night he was startled and turned over. Now he saw a woman
lying beside him!

9He said, “Who are you?” She replied, “I am Ruth, your servant. Marry your servant,
for you are a guardian of the family interests.”
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10He said, “May you be rewarded by the LORD|strong="H3069", my dear! This act of
devotion is greater than what you did before. For you have not sought to marry one of
the youngmen, whether rich or poor.

11 Now, my dear, don’t worry! I intend to do for you everything you propose, for
everyone in the village knows that you are a worthy woman.

12Nowyes, it is true that I amaguardian, but there is another guardianwho is a closer
relative than I am.

13Remain here tonight. Then in the morning, if he agrees to marry you, fine, let him
do so. But if he does not want to do so, I promise, as surely as the LORD lives, to marry
you. Sleep here until morning.”

14 So she slept beside him until morning. She woke up while it was still dark. Boaz
thought, “No onemust know that a woman visited the threshing floor.”

15Then he said, “Hold out the shawl you are wearing and grip it tightly.” As she held
it tightly, hemeasured out about sixty pounds of barley into the shawl and put it on her
shoulders. Then he went into town,

16and she returned to her mother-in-law.
Ruth Returns to Naomi
WhenRuth returned to hermother-in-law,Naomi asked, “Howdid things turn out for

you, my daughter?” Ruth told her about all the man had done for her.
17 She said, “He gave me these sixty pounds of barley, for he said to me, ‘Do not go to

yourmother-in-law empty-handed.’ ”
18ThenNaomi said, “Stay put, my daughter, until you knowhow thematter turns out.

For themanwill not rest until he has taken care of thematter today.”

4
1Now Boaz went up to the village gate and sat there. Then along came the guardian

whom Boaz had mentioned to Ruth! Boaz said, “Come here and sit down, ‘John Doe’!”
So he came and sat down.

2Boaz chose ten of the village leaders and said, “Sit down here!” So they sat down.
3ThenBoaz said to the guardian, “Naomi, who has returned from the region ofMoab,

is selling the portion of land that belongs to our relative Elimelech.
4 So I am legally informing you: Acquire it before those sitting here and before the

leaders of my people! If you want to exercise your right to redeem it, then do so. But if
not, then tell me so I will know. For you possess the first option to redeem it; I am next
in line after you.” He replied, “I will redeem it.”

5ThenBoazsaid, “Whenyouacquire thefield fromNaomi, youmustalsoacquireRuth
the Moabite, the wife of our deceased relative, in order to preserve his family name by
raising up a descendant whowill inherit his property.”

6 The guardian said, “Then I am unable to redeem it, for I would ruin my own
inheritance in that case. You may exercise my redemption option, for I am unable to
redeem it.”

7 (Now this used to be the customary way to finalize a transaction involving redemp-
tion in Israel: Amanwould remove his sandal and give it to the other party. This was a
legally binding act in Israel.)

8 So the guardian said to Boaz, “Youmay acquire it,” and he removed his sandal.
9ThenBoaz said to the leaders and all the people, “You arewitnesses today that I have

acquired fromNaomi all that belonged to Elimelech, Kilion, andMahlon.
10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife to raise

up a descendant who will inherit his property so the name of the deceased might not
disappear from among his relatives and from his village. You are witnesses today.”
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11All the people whowere at the gate and the elders replied, “We are witnesses. May
the LORD make the woman who is entering your home like Rachel and Leah, both of
whom built up the house of Israel! May you prosper in Ephrathah and become famous
in Bethlehem.

12May your family become like the family of Perez – whom Tamar bore to Judah –
through the descendants the LORD gives you by this young woman.”

AGrandson is Born to Naomi
13 So Boaz married Ruth and had sexual relations with her. The LORD enabled her to

conceive and she gave birth to a son.
14The villagewomen said to Naomi, “May the LORD be praised because he has not left

you without a guardian today! May he become famous in Israel!
15Hewill encourage you and provide for youwhen you are old, for your daughter-in-

law, who loves you, has given him birth. She is better to you than seven sons!”
16Naomi took the child and placed him on her lap; she became his caregiver.
17 The neighbor women named him, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They

named him Obed. Now he became the father of Jesse – David’s father!
Epilogue: Obed in the Genealogy of David

18These are the descendants of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron,
19Hezron was the father of Ram, Ramwas the father of Amminadab,
20Amminadab was the father of Nachshon, Nachshonwas the father of Salmah,
21 Salmonwas the father of Boaz, Boaz was the father of Obed,
22Obedwas the father of Jesse, and Jesse was the father of David.
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1 Samuel
Hannah Gives Birth to Samuel

1Therewas aman fromRamathaimZophim, from thehill country of Ephraim,whose
namewas Elkanah. Hewas the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son
of Zuph, an Ephraimite.

2Hehad twowives; the nameof the firstwasHannah and the nameof the secondwas
Peninnah. Now Peninnah had children, but Hannahwas childless.

3Year after year this manwould go up from his city to worship and to sacrifice to the
LORDof hosts at Shiloh. Itwas there that the two sons of Eli, Hophni andPhineas, served
as the LORD’s priests.

4Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he used to givemeat portions to his
wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters.

5But hewould give a double portion toHannah, because he especially lovedher. Now
the LORD had not enabled her to have children.

6Her rival wife used to upset her and make her worry, for the LORD had not enabled
her to have children.

7Peninnahwould behave this way year after year. Whenever Hannahwent up to the
LORD’s house, Peninnahwould upset her so that she would weep and refuse to eat.

8 Finally her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep and not eat?
Why are you so sad? Am I not better to you than ten sons?”

9On one occasion in Shiloh, after they had finished eating and drinking, Hannah got
up. (Now at the time Eli the priest was sitting in his chair by the doorpost of the LORD’s
temple.)

10Shewas very upset as she prayed to the LORD, and shewasweeping uncontrollably.
11 She made a vow saying, “O LORD of hosts, if you will look with compassion on the

sufferingof your female servant, rememberingmeandnot forgetting your servant, and
give amale child to your servant, then I will dedicate him to the LORD all the days of his
life. His hair will never be cut.”

12As she continued praying to the LORD, Eli was watching her mouth.
13 Now Hannah was speaking from her heart. Although her lips were moving, her

voice was inaudible. Eli therefore thought she was drunk.
14 So he said to her, “How often do you intend to get drunk? Put away your wine!”
15 But Hannah replied, “That’s not the way it is, my lord! I am under a great deal of

stress. I have drunk neither wine nor beer. Rather, I have poured out my soul to the
LORD.

16Don’t consider your servant awickedwoman, for until now I have spoken frommy
deep pain and anguish.”

17Eli replied, “Go in peace, andmay the God of Israel grant the request that you have
asked of him.”

18 She said, “May I, your servant, find favor in your sight.” So the woman went her
way and got something to eat. Her face no longer looked sad.

19 They got up early the next morning and after worshiping the LORD, they returned
to their home at Ramah. Elkanah had marital relations with his wife Hannah, and the
LORD remembered her.

20After some timeHannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him
Samuel, thinking, “I asked the LORD for him.

Hannah Dedicates Samuel to the Lord
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21 This man Elkanah went up with all his family to make the yearly sacrifice to the
LORD and to keep his vow,

22but Hannah did not go up with them. Instead she told her husband, “Once the boy
is weaned, I will bring him and appear before the LORD, and he will remain there from
then on.”

23 So her husband Elkanah said to her, “Do what you think best. Stay until you have
weaned him. May the LORD fulfill his promise.”
So the woman stayed and nursed her son until she had weaned him.
24 Once she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with three bulls, an

ephah of flour, and a container of wine. She brought him to the LORD’s house at Shiloh,
even though he was young.

25Once the bull had been slaughtered, they brought the boy to Eli.
26 She said, “Just as surely as you are alive, my lord, I am the woman who previously

stood here with you in order to pray to the LORD.
27 I prayed for this boy, and the LORD has givenme the request that I asked of him.
28Now I dedicate him to the LORD. From this time on he is dedicated to the LORD.”

Then they worshiped the LORD there.

2
1Hannah prayed,

“My heart rejoices in the LORD;
my horn is exalted high because of the LORD.
I loudly denouncemy enemies,
for I am happy that you deliveredme.
2No one is holy like the LORD!
There is no one other than you!
There is no rock like our God!
3Don’t keep speaking so arrogantly,
letting proud talk come out of yourmouth!
For the LORD is a God who knows;
he evaluates what people do.
4The bows of warriors are shattered,
but those who stumble find their strength reinforced.
5Those who are well-fed hire themselves out to earn food,
but the hungry no longer lack.
Even the barren woman gives birth to seven,
but the one withmany children withers away.
6The LORD both kills and gives life;
he brings down to the grave and raises up.
7The LORD impoverishes andmakes wealthy;
he humbles and he exalts.
8He lifts the weak from the dust;
he raises the poor from the ash heap
to seat themwith princes
and to bestow on them an honored position.
The foundations of the earth belong to the LORD,
and he has placed the world on them.
9Hewatches over his holy ones,
but the wicked aremade speechless in the darkness,
for it is not by one’s own strength that one prevails.
10The LORD shatters his adversaries;
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he thunders against them from the heavens.
The LORD executes judgment to the ends of the earth.
He will strengthen his king
and exalt the power of his anointed one.”

11Then Elkanah went back home to Ramah. But the boy was serving the LORD under
the supervision of Eli the priest.

Eli’s SonsMisuse Their Sacred Office
12The sons of Eli were wickedmen. They did not recognize the LORD’s authority.
13 Now the priests would always treat the people in the following way: Whenever

anyonewasmaking a sacrifice,while themeatwas boiling, the priest’s attendantwould
comewith a three-pronged fork in his hand.

14He would jab it into the basin, kettle, caldron, or pot, and everything that the fork
brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what they used to do to all the
Israelites when they came there to Shiloh.

15 Even before they burned the fat, the priest’s attendant would come and say to the
personwhowasmaking the sacrifice, “Hand over somemeat for the priest to roast! He
won’t take boiledmeat from you, but only raw.”

16 If the individual said to him, “First let the fat be burned away, and then take for
yourself whatever you wish,” he would say, “No! Hand it over right now! If you don’t, I
will take it forcibly!”

17The sin of these young men was very great in the LORD’s sight, for they treated the
LORD’s offering with contempt.

18 Now Samuel was ministering before the LORD. The boy was dressed in a linen
ephod.

19Hismotherused tomakehima small robeandbring it up tohimat regular intervals
when she would go up with her husband tomake the annual sacrifice.

20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife saying, “May the LORD raise up for you
descendants from this woman to replace the one that she dedicated to the LORD.” Then
they would go to their home.

21So the LORD graciously attended to Hannah, and shewas able to conceive and gave
birth to three sons and twodaughters. The boy Samuel grewup at the LORD’s sanctuary.

22NowEliwas very oldwhen he heard about everything that his sons used to do to all
the people of Israel and how they used to have sexwith thewomenwhowere stationed
at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

23He said to them, “Whydo you behave in thisway? For I hear about these evil things
from all these people.

24 This ought not to be, my sons! For the report that I hear circulating among the
LORD’s people is not good.

25 If a man sins against a man, onemay appeal to God on his behalf. But if a man sins
against the LORD, who then will intercede for him?” But Eli’s sons would not listen to
their father, for the LORD had decided to kill them.

26Now theboy Samuelwas growingupandfinding favorbothwith theLORDandwith
people.

The Lord Judges the House of Eli
27 A man of God came to Eli and said to him, “This is what the LORD says: ‘Did I not

plainly reveal myself to your ancestor’s house when they were in Egypt in the house of
Pharaoh?
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28 I chose your ancestor from all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer sacrifice
onmy altar, to burn incense, and to bear the ephod beforeme. I gave to your ancestor’s
house all the fire offerings made by the Israelites.

29 Why are you scorning my sacrifice and my offering that I commanded for my
dwelling place? You have honored your sons more than you have me by having made
yourselves fat from the best parts of all the offerings of my people Israel.’

30Therefore theLORD, theGodof Israel, says, ‘I really did say that yourhouse andyour
ancestor’s house would serveme forever.’ But now the LORD says, ‘May it never be! For
I will honor those who honorme, but those who despise mewill be cursed!

31 In fact, days are comingwhen I will remove your strength and the strength of your
father’s house. There will not be an oldman in your house!

32Youwill see trouble inmydwellingplace! Israelwill experienceblessings, but there
will not be an oldman in your house for all time.

33Any one of you that I do not cut off frommy altar, I will cause your eyes to fail and
will cause you grief. All of those born to your family will die in the prime of life.

34 This will be a confirming sign for you that will be fulfilled through your two sons,
Hophni and Phinehas: in a single day they both will die!

35Then I will raise up for myself a faithful priest. He will do what is in my heart and
soul. I will build for him a secure dynasty and he will servemy chosen one for all time.

36Everyonewhoremains inyourhousewill come tobowbeforehimfora littlemoney
and for a scrap of bread. Each will say, ‘Assign me to a priestly task so I can eat a scrap
of bread.’ ”

3
1NowtheboySamuel continued serving theLORDunderEli’s supervision. Word from

the LORD was rare in those days; revelatory visions were infrequent.
2 Eli’s eyes had begun to fail, so that he was unable to see well. At that time he was

lying down in his place,
3 and the lamp of God had not yet been extinguished. Samuel was lying down in the

temple of the LORD as well; the ark of God was also there.
4The LORD called to Samuel, and he replied, “Here I am!”
5Then he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you calledme.” But Eli said, “I didn’t call

you. Go back and lie down.” So he went back and lay down.
6The LORD again called, “Samuel!” So Samuel got up andwent to Eli and said, “Here I

am, for you calledme.” But Eli said, “I didn’t call you, my son. Go back and lie down.”
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD; the word of the LORD had not yet been

revealed to him.
8 Then the LORD called Samuel a third time. So he got up and went to Eli and said,

“Here I am, for you called me!” Eli then realized that it was the LORD who was calling
the boy.

9 So Eli said to Samuel, “Go back and lie down. When he calls you, say, “Speak, LORD,
for your servant is listening.” So Samuel went back and lay down in his place.

10Then the LORD came and stood nearby, calling as he had previously done, “Samuel!
Samuel!” Samuel replied, “Speak, for your servant is listening!”

11The LORD said to Samuel, “Look! I amabout to do something in Israel; when anyone
hears about it, both of his ears will tingle.

12 On that day I will carry out against Eli everything that I spoke about his house –
from start to finish!

13 You should tell him that I am about to judge his house forever because of the sin
that he knew about. For his sons were cursing God, and he did not rebuke them.



1 Samuel 3:14 331 1 Samuel 4:13

14Therefore I swore an oath to the house of Eli, ‘The sin of the house of Eli can never
be forgiven by sacrifice or by grain offering.’ ”

15 So Samuel lay down until morning. Then he opened the doors of the LORD’s house.
But Samuel was afraid to tell Eli about the vision.

16However, Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!” He replied, “Here I am.”
17 Eli said, “What message did he speak to you? Don’t conceal it from me. God will

judge you severely if you conceal fromme anything that he said to you!”
18 So Samuel told him everything. He did not hold back anything from him. Eli said,

“The LORD will do what he pleases.”
19 Samuel continued to grow, and the LORDwas with him. None of his prophecies fell

to the ground unfulfilled.
20All Israel fromDan to Beer Sheba realized that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet

of the LORD.
21 Then the LORD again appeared in Shiloh, for it was in Shiloh that the LORD had

revealed himself to Samuel through the word of the LORD.

4
1 Samuel revealed the word of the LORD to all|strong="H3605" Israel.
The Ark of the Covenant is Lost to the Philistines
Then the Israeliteswent out to fight the Philistines. They camped at Ebenezer, and the

Philistines camped at Aphek.
2 The Philistines arranged their forces to fight Israel. As the battle spread out, Israel

was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men in the battle line
in the field.

3When the army came back to the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why did the LORD
let us be defeated today by the Philistines? Let’s take with us the ark of the covenant of
the LORD from Shiloh. When it is with us, it will save us from the hand of our enemies.

4 So the army sent to Shiloh, and they took from there the ark of the covenant of the
LORD|strong="H3069" of hostswho sits between the cherubim. Now the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phineas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.

5When the ark of the covenant of the LORD arrived at the camp, all Israel shouted so
loudly that the ground shook.

6When thePhilistinesheard the soundof the shout, they said, “What is this loud shout
in the camp of the Hebrews?” Then they realized that the ark of the LORD had arrived
at the camp.

7 The Philistines were scared because they thought that gods had come to the camp.
They said, “Too bad for us! We’ve never seen anything like this!

8Too bad for us! Who can deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are
the gods who struck the Egyptians with all sorts of plagues in the desert!

9 Be strong and act like men, you Philistines, or else you will wind up serving the
Hebrews the way they have served you! Act like men and fight!”

10So the Philistines fought. Israel was defeated; they all ran home. The slaughterwas
very great; thirty thousand foot soldiers fell in battle.

11The ark of Godwas taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, were killed.
Eli Dies

12On that day a Benjaminite ran from the battle lines and came to Shiloh. His clothes
were torn and dirt was on his head.

13When he arrived in Shiloh, Eli was sitting in his chair watching by the side of the
road, for he was very worried about the ark of God. As theman entered the city to give
his report, the whole city cried out.
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14When Eli heard the outcry, he said, “What is this commotion?” The man quickly
came and told Eli.

15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old and his eyes looked straight ahead; he was
unable to see.

16The man said to Eli, “I am the one who came from the battle lines! Just today I fled
from the battle lines!” Eli asked, “How did things go, my son?”

17Themessenger replied, “Israel has fled from the Philistines! The army has suffered
a great defeat! Your two sons, Hophni and Phineas, are dead! The ark of God has been
captured!”

18Whenhementioned the ark ofGod, Eli fell backward fromhis chair beside the gate.
He broke his neck and died, for he was old and heavy. He had judged Israel for forty
years.

19His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phineas, was pregnant and close to giving birth.
When she heard that the ark of God was captured and that her father-in-law and her
husband were dead, she doubled over and gave birth. But her labor pains were too
much for her.

20As she was dying, the women who were there with her said, “Don’t be afraid! You
have given birth to a son!” But she did not reply or pay any attention.

21She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel,” referring
to the capture of the ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband.

22 She said, “The glory has departed from Israel, because the ark of God has been
captured.”

5
1Now the Philistines had captured the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to

Ashdod.
2 The Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the temple of Dagon, where

they positioned it beside Dagon.
3 When the residents of Ashdod got up early the next day, Dagon was lying on the

ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and set him back in his place.
4But when they got up early the following day, Dagon was again lying on the ground

before the ark of the LORD. The head of Dagon and his two hands were sheared off and
were lying at the threshold. Only Dagon’s body was left intact.

5 (For this reason, to this very day, neither Dagon’s priests nor anyone elsewho enters
Dagon’s temple step on Dagon’s threshold in Ashdod.)

6The LORD attacked the residents of Ashdod severely, bringing devastation on them.
He struck the people of both Ashdod and the surrounding area with sores.

7When the people of Ashdod sawwhatwas happening, they said, “The ark of the God
of Israel should not remain with us, for he has attacked both us and our god Dagon!”

8 So they assembled all the leaders of the Philistines and asked, “What should we do
with the ark of the God of Israel?” They replied, “The ark of the God of Israel should be
moved to Gath.” So theymoved the ark of the God of Israel.

9But after it had beenmoved the LORD attacked that city as well, causing a great deal
of panic. He struck all the people of that city with sores.

10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron.
But when the ark of God arrived at Ekron, the residents of Ekron cried out saying,

“They have brought the ark of the God of Israel here to kill our people!”
11 So they assembled all the leaders of the Philistines and said, “Get the ark of the

God of Israel out of here! Let it go back to its own place so that it won’t kill us and our
people!” The terror of death was throughout the entire city; God was attacking them
very severely there.
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12 The people who did not die were struck with sores; the city’s cry for help went all
the way up to heaven.

6
1When the ark of the LORD had been in the land of the Philistines for sevenmonths,
2 the Philistines called the priests and the omen readers, saying, “What should we do

with the ark of the LORD? Advise us as to howwe should send it back to its place.”
3They replied, “If you are going to send the ark of the God of Israel back, don’t send it

away empty. Be sure to return it with a guilt offering. Then youwill be healed, and you
will understand why his hand is not removed from you.”

4They inquired, “What is the guilt offering that we should send to him?”
They replied, “The Philistine leaders number five. So send five gold sores and five

goldmice, for it is the same plague that has afflicted both you and your leaders.
5You shouldmake images of the sores and images of themice that are destroying the

land. You should honor the God of Israel. Perhaps he will release his grip on you, your
gods, and your land.

6Why harden your hearts like the Egyptians and Pharaoh did? When God treated
them harshly, didn’t the Egyptians send the Israelites on their way?

7 So now go andmake a new cart. Get two cows that have calves and that have never
hadayokeplacedon them. Harness the cows to the cart and take their calves from them
back to their stalls.

8 Then take the ark of the LORD and place it on the cart, and put in a chest beside it
the gold objects you are sending to him as a guilt offering. You should then send it on its
way.

9But keepaneye on it. If it should goupby thewayof its ownborder toBeth Shemesh,
then he has brought this great calamity on us. But if that is not the case, then we will
know that it was not his hand that struck us; rather, it just happened to us by accident.”

10 So the men did as instructed. They took two cows that had calves and harnessed
them to a cart; they also removed their calves to their stalls.

11They put the ark of the LORD on the cart, alongwith the chest, the goldmice, and the
images of the sores.

12 Then the cows went directly on the road to Beth Shemesh. They went along,
mooing as they went; they turned neither to the right nor to the left. The leaders of the
Philistines were walking along behind them all the way to the border of Beth Shemesh.

13Now the residents of Beth Shemeshwereharvestingwheat in the valley. When they
looked up and saw the ark, they were pleased at the sight.

14The cart was coming to the field of Joshua, who was from Beth Shemesh. It paused
there near a big stone. Then they cut up the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a
burnt offering to the LORD.

15 The Levites took down the ark of the LORD and the chest that was with it, which
contained the gold objects. They placed themnear the big stone. At that time the people
of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings andmade sacrifices to the LORD.

16The five leaders of the Philistines watchedwhat was happening and then returned
to Ekron on the same day.

17These are the gold sores that the Philistines brought as a guilt offering to the LORD
– one for each of the following cities: Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron.

18The goldmice corresponded in number to all the Philistine cities of the five leaders,
from the fortified cities to hamlet villages, to greater Abel, where they positioned the
ark of the LORD until this very day in the field of Joshua whowas from Beth Shemesh.
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19 But the LORD struck down|strong="H5221" some of the people of Beth Shemesh
because they had looked into the ark of the LORD; he struck down 50,070 of the men.
The people grieved because the LORD had struck the people with a hard blow.

20 The residents of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who is able to stand before the LORD, this
holy God? To whomwill the ark go up from here?”

21 So they sent messengers to the residents of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines
have returned the ark of the LORD. Come down here and take it back homewith you.”

7
1Then the people of Kiriath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD; they brought it

to the house of Abinadab located on the hill. They consecrated Eleazar his son to guard
the ark of the LORD.

Further Conflict with the Philistines
2 It was quite a long time – some twenty years in all – that the ark stayed at Kiriath

Jearim. All the people of Israel longed for the LORD.
3 Samuel said to all the people of Israel, “If you are really turning to the LORD with

all your hearts, remove from among you the foreign gods and the images of Ashtoreth.
Giveyourhearts to theLORDand serveonlyhim. Thenhewill deliver you fromthehand
of the Philistines.”

4 So the Israelites removed the Baals and images of Ashtoreth. They served only the
LORD.

5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD on your
behalf.”

6After they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the
LORD. They fasted on that day, and they confessed there, “We have sinned against the
LORD.” So Samuel led the people of Israel at Mizpah.

7When the Philistines heard that the Israelites had gathered atMizpah, the leaders of
the Philistines went up against Israel. When the Israelites heard about this, they were
afraid of the Philistines.

8 The Israelites said to Samuel, “Keep crying out to the LORD our God so that he may
save us from the hand of the Philistines!”

9 So Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD.
Samuel cried out to the LORD on Israel’s behalf, and the LORD answered him.

10AsSamuelwasofferingburnt offerings, thePhilistines approached todobattlewith
Israel. But on that day the LORD thundered loudly against the Philistines. He caused
them to panic, and they were defeated by Israel.

11Then the men of Israel left Mizpah and chased the Philistines, striking them down
all the way to an area below Beth Car.

12Samuel tooka stoneandplaced it betweenMizpahandShen. Henamed it Ebenezer,
saying, “Up to here the LORD has helped us.”

13 So the Philistines were defeated; they did not invade Israel again. The hand of the
LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

14Thecities that thePhilistineshadcaptured fromIsraelwere returned to Israel, from
Ekron to Gath. Israel also delivered their territory from the control of the Philistines.
There was also peace between Israel and the Amorites.

15 So Samuel led Israel all the days of his life.
16Year after year he used to travel the circuit of Bethel, Gilgal, andMizpah; he used to

judge Israel in all of these places.
17Thenhewould return to Ramah, because his homewas there. He also judged Israel

there and built an altar to the LORD there.
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8
1 In his old age Samuel appointed his sons as judges over Israel.
2The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second son was Abijah.

They were judges in Beer Sheba.
3Buthis sonsdidnot followhisways. Instead, theymademoneydishonestly, accepted

bribes, and perverted justice.
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and approached Samuel at Ramah.
5They said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons don’t follow your ways. So now

appoint over us a king to lead us, just like all the other nations have.”
6 But this request displeased Samuel, for they said, “Give us a king to lead us.” So

Samuel prayed to the LORD.
7The LORD said to Samuel, “Do everything the people request of you. For it is not you

that they have rejected, but it is me that they have rejected as their king.
8 Just as theyhavedone from theday that I brought themup fromEgypt until this very

day, they have rejectedme and have served other gods. This is what they are also doing
to you.

9Sonowdoas they say. But seriouslywarn themandmake themaware of the policies
of the king whowill rule over them.”

10So Samuel spoke all the words of the LORD to the people whowere asking him for a
king.

11He said, “Here are the policies of the king whowill rule over you: Hewill conscript
your sons and put them in his chariot forces and in his cavalry; theywill run in front of
his chariot.

12He will appoint for himself leaders of thousands and leaders of fifties, as well as
those who plow his ground, reap his harvest, and make his weapons of war and his
chariot equipment.

13Hewill take your daughters to be ointment makers, cooks, and bakers.
14Hewill take your best fields and vineyards and give them to his own servants.
15Hewill demand a tenth of your seed and of the produce of your vineyards and give

it to his administrators and his servants.
16He will take your male and female servants, as well as your best cattle and your

donkeys, and assign them for his own use.
17Hewill demand a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will be his servants.
18 In that day you will cry out because of your king whom you have chosen for

yourselves, but the LORD won’t answer you in that day.”
19But the people refused toheed Samuel’swarning. Instead they said, “No! Therewill

be a king over us!
20We will be like all the other nations. Our king will judge us and lead us and fight

our battles.”
21 So Samuel listened to everything the people said and then reported it to the LORD.
22TheLORD said to Samuel, “Doas they sayand install a kingover them.” ThenSamuel

said to themen of Israel, “Each of you go back to his own city.”

9
1 There was a Benjaminite man named Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of

Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. He was a prominent person.
2He had a son named Saul, a handsome young man. There was no one among the

Israelites more handsome than he was; he stood head and shoulders above all the
people.

3 The donkeys of Saul’s father Kish wandered off, so Kish said to his son Saul, “Take
one of the servants with you and go look for the donkeys.”
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4 So Saul crossed through the hill country of Ephraim, passing through the land of
Shalisha, but they did not find them. So they crossed through the land of Shaalim, but
they were not there. Then he crossed through the land of Benjamin, and still they did
not find them.

5When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him,
“Come on, let’s head back before my father quits worrying about the donkeys and
becomes anxious about us!”

6But the servant said to him, “Look, there is a man of God in this town. He is highly
respected. Everything that he says really happens. Now let’s go there. Perhaps he will
tell us where we should go from here.”

7 So Saul said to his servant, “All right, we can go. But what can we bring the man,
since the food in our bags is used up? We have no gift to take to the man of God. What
do we have?”

8The servant went on to answer Saul, “Look, I happen to have in my hand a quarter
shekel of silver. I will give it to theman of God and he will tell us where we should go.”

9 (Now it used to be in Israel thatwhenever someonewent to inquire of God hewould
say, “Come on, let’s go to the seer.” For today’s prophet used to be called a seer.)

10 So Saul said to his servant, “That’s a good idea! Come on. Let’s go.” So they went to
the townwhere theman of God was.

11 As they were going up the ascent to the town, they met some girls coming out to
drawwater. They said to them, “Is this where the seer is?”

12 They replied, “Yes, straight ahead! But hurry now, for he came to the town today,
and the people are making a sacrifice at the high place.

13When you enter the town, you can find him before he goes up to the high place to
eat. The people won’t eat until he arrives, for he must bless the sacrifice. Once that
happens, those who have been invited will eat. Now go on up, for this is the time when
you can find him!”

14 So they went up to the town. As they were heading for the middle of the town,
Samuel was coming in their direction to go up to the high place.

15Now the day before Saul arrived, the LORD had told Samuel:
16 “At this time tomorrow I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin. You

must consecrate him as a leader over my people Israel. He will save my people from
the hand of the Philistines. For I have looked with favor on my people. Their cry has
reachedme!”

17When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said, “Here is the man that I told you about! He
will rule over my people.”

18As Saul approached Samuel in themiddle of the gate, he said, “Please tellmewhere
the seer’s house is.”

19Samuel replied to Saul, “I am the seer! Go up in front ofme to the high place! Today
youwill eat withme and in themorning I will send you away. I will tell you everything
that you are thinking.

20Don’t be concerned about the donkeys that you lost three days ago, for they have
been found. Whom does all Israel desire? Is it not you, and all your father’s family?”

21Saul replied, “Am I not a Benjaminite, from the smallest of Israel’s tribes, and is not
my family clan the smallest of all the tribes of Benjamin? Why do you speak to me in
this way?”

22Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the room and gave them a place at
the head of those who had been invited. There were about thirty people present.

23 Samuel said to the cook, “Give me the portion of meat that I gave to you – the one I
asked you to keep with you.”
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24So the cook picked up the leg and brought it and set it in front of Saul. Samuel said,
“What was kept is now set before you! Eat, for it has been kept for you for this meeting
time, from the time I said, ‘I have invited the people.’ ” So Saul atewith Samuel that day.

25When they came down from the high place to the town, Samuel spokewith Saul on
the roof.

26 They got up at dawn and Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Get up, so I can send
you on your way.” So Saul got up and the two of them – he and Samuel –went outside.

27 While they were going down to the edge of town, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the
servant to go on ahead of us.” So he did. Samuel then said, “You remain here awhile,
so I can inform you of God’s message.”

10
1Then Samuel took a small container of olive oil and poured it on Saul’s head. Samuel

kissed him and said, “The LORD has chosen you to lead his people Israel! You will rule
over the LORD’s people and you will deliver them from the power of the enemies who
surround them. This will be your sign that the LORD has chosen you as leader over his
inheritance.

2When you leave me today, you will find two men near Rachel’s tomb at Zelzah on
Benjamin’s border. They will say to you, ‘The donkeys you have gone looking for have
been found. Your father is no longer concerned about the donkeys but has become
anxious about you two! He is asking, “What should I do about my son?” ’

3 “As you continue on from there, you will come to the tall tree of Tabor. At that point
threemenwhoare goingup toGodat Bethelwillmeet you. Oneof themwill be carrying
three young goats, one of themwill be carrying three round loaves of bread, and one of
themwill be carrying a container of wine.

4They will ask you how you’re doing and will give you two loaves of bread. You will
accept them.

5Afterward you will go to Gibeah of God, where there are Philistine officials. When
you enter the town, you will meet a company of prophets coming down from the
high place. They will have harps, tambourines, flutes, and lyres, and they will be
prophesying.

6Then the spirit of the LORDwill rushupon you and youwill prophesywith them. You
will be changed into a different person.

7 “When these signs have taken place, dowhatever your handfinds to do, for Godwill
be with you.

8 You will go down to Gilgal before me. I am going to join you there to offer burnt
offerings and to make peace offerings. You should wait for seven days, until I arrive
and tell you what to do.”

Saul Becomes King
9 As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed his inmost person. All these signs

happened on that very day.
10When Saul and his servant arrived at Gibeah, a company of prophets was coming

out to meet him. Then the spirit of God rushed upon Saul and he prophesied among
them.

11 When everyone who had known him previously saw him prophesying with the
prophets, the people all asked one another, “What on earth has happened to the son
of Kish? Does even Saul belong with the prophets?”

12 A man who was from there replied, “And who is their father?” Therefore this
became a proverb: “Is even Saul among the prophets?”

13When Saul had finished prophesying, he went to the high place.
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14 Saul’s uncle asked him and his servant, “Where did you go?” Saul replied, “To look
for the donkeys. But whenwe realized they were lost, we went to Samuel.”

15 Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me what Samuel said to you.”
16 Saul said to his uncle, “He assured us that the donkeys had been found.” But Saul

did not tell himwhat Samuel had said about thematter of kingship.
17Then Samuel called the people together before the LORD at Mizpah.
18He said to the Israelites, “This is what the LORD God of Israel says, ‘I brought Israel

up fromEgypt and I delivered you from the power of the Egyptians and from the power
of all the kingdoms that oppressed you.

19 But today you have rejected your God who saves you from all your trouble and
distress. You have said, “No! Appoint a king over us.” Now take your positions before
the LORD by your tribes and by your clans.’ ”

20 Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was
chosen by lot.

21Then he brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its families, and the family of Matri
was chosen by lot. At last Saul son of Kish was chosen by lot. But when they looked for
him, he was nowhere to be found.

22So they inquired again of the LORD, “Has theman arrived here yet?” The LORD said,
“He has hidden himself among the equipment.”

23 So they ran and brought him from there. When he took his position among the
people, he stood head and shoulders above them all.

24Then Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see the onewhom the LORDhas chosen?
Indeed, there is noone likehimamongall thepeople!” All thepeople shoutedout, “Long
live the king!”

25Then Samuel talked to the people about how the kingship would work. He wrote it
all down on a scroll and set it before the LORD. Then Samuel sent all the people away to
their homes.

26 Even Saul went to his home in Gibeah. With him went some brave men whose
hearts God had touched.

27 But some wicked men said, “How can this man save us?” They despised him and
did not even bring him a gift. But Saul said nothing about it.

11
1Nahash the Ammonitemarched against Jabesh Gilead. All themen of Jabesh Gilead

said to Nahash, “Make a treaty with us and wewill serve you.”
2But Nahash the Ammonite said to them, “The onlyway I will make a treatywith you

is if you let me gouge out the right eye of every one of you and in so doing humiliate all
Israel!”

3The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Leave us alone for seven days so that we can send
messengers throughout the territory of Israel. If there is no onewho can deliver us, we
will come out voluntarily to you.”

4When the messengers went to Gibeah (where Saul lived) and informed the people
of these matters, all the people wept loudly.

5NowSaulwaswalking behind the oxen as he came from the field. Saul asked, “What
has happened to the people? Why are they weeping?” So they told him about the men
of Jabesh.

6The Spirit of God rushed upon Saulwhenhe heard thesewords, andhe became very
angry.

7 He took a pair of oxen and cut them up. Then he sent the pieces throughout the
territory of Israel by the hand of messengers, who said, “Whoever does not go out after
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Saul and after Samuel should expect this to be done to his oxen!” Then the terror of the
LORD fell on the people, and they went out as one army.

8When Saul counted them at Bezek, the Israelites were 300,000 strong and the men
of Judah numbered 30,000.

9They said to themessengers who had come, “Here’s what you should say to themen
of Jabesh Gilead: ‘Tomorrow deliverance will come to you when the sun is fully up.’ ”
When themessengers went and told themen of Jabesh Gilead, they were happy.

10Themen of Jabesh said, “Tomorrowwewill come out to you and you can dowith us
whatever you wish.”

11 The next day Saul placed the people in three groups. They went to the Ammonite
campduring themorningwatch and struck themdownuntil the hottest part of the day.
The survivors scattered; no two of them remained together.

Saul Is Established as King
12 Then the people said to Samuel, “Who were the ones asking, ‘Will Saul reign over

us?’ Hand over those men so wemay execute them!”
13But Saul said, “No onewill be killed on this day. For today the LORD has given Israel

a victory!”
14 Samuel said to the people, “Come on! Let’s go to Gilgal and renew the kingship

there.”
15 So all the people went to Gilgal, where they established Saul as king in the LORD’s

presence. They offered up peace offerings there in the LORD’s presence. Saul and all the
Israelites were very happy.

12
1 Samuel said to all Israel, “I have done everything you requested. I have given you a

king.
2Now look! This king walks before you. As forme, I am old and gray, thoughmy sons

are here with you. I have walked before you from the time of my youth till the present
day.

3Here I am. Bring a charge against me before the LORD and before his chosen king.
Whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have I wronged? Whom
have I oppressed? From whose hand have I taken a bribe so that I would overlook
something? Tell me, and I will return it to you!”

4 They replied, “You have not wronged us or oppressed us. You have not taken
anything from the hand of anyone.”

5He said to them, “TheLORD iswitness against you, andhis chosen king iswitness this
day, that you have not found any reason to accuse me.” They said, “He is witness!”

6Samuel said to thepeople, “TheLORD is theonewhochoseMoses andAaronandwho
brought your ancestors up from the land of Egypt.

7 Now take your positions, so I may confront you before the LORD|strong="H3069"
regarding all the LORD’s|strong="H3069" just actions toward you and your ancestors.

8 When Jacob entered Egypt, your ancestors cried out to the LORD. The LORD sent
MosesandAaron, and they ledyourancestorsoutofEgyptandsettled themin thisplace.

9 “But they forgot the LORD their God, so he gave them into the hand of Sisera, the
general in command of Hazor’s army, and into the hand of the Philistines and into the
hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against them.

10 Then they cried out to the LORD and admitted, ‘We have sinned, for we have
forsaken the LORD and have served the Baals and the images of Ashtoreth. Now deliver
us from the hand of our enemies so that wemay serve you.’
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11 So the LORD sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah, and Samuel, and he delivered you
from the hand of the enemies all around you, and youwere able to live securely.

12 “When you saw that King Nahash of the Ammonites was advancing against you,
you said to me, ‘No! A king will rule over us’ – even though the LORD your God is your
king!

13Now look! Here is the king you have chosen – the one that you asked for! Look, the
LORD has given you a king!

14 If you fear the LORD, serving him and obeying him and not rebelling against what
he says, and if both you and the king who rules over you follow the LORD your God, all
will be well.

15But if you don’t obey the LORD and rebel againstwhat the LORD says, the hand of the
LORD will be against both you and your king.

16 “So now, take your positions andwatch this great thing that the LORD is about to do
in your sight.

17 Is this not the time of the wheat harvest? I will call on the LORD so that he makes it
thunder and rain. Realize and seewhat a great sin youhave committed before the LORD
by asking for a king for yourselves.”

18 So Samuel called to the LORD, and the LORD made it thunder and rain that day. All
the people were very afraid of both the LORD and Samuel.

19 All the people said to Samuel, “Pray to the LORD your God on behalf of us – your
servants – so wewon’t die, for we have added to all our sins by asking for a king.”

20ThenSamuel said to thepeople, “Don’t be afraid. Youhave indeed sinned. However,
don’t turn aside from the LORD. Serve the LORD with all your heart.

21You shouldnot turn aside after empty things that can’t profit and can’t deliver, since
they are empty.

22 The LORD will not abandon his people because he wants to uphold his great
reputation. The LORD was pleased to make you his own people.

23As far as I amconcerned, far be it fromme to sin against the LORDby ceasing to pray
for you! I will instruct you in the way that is good and upright.

24However, fear the LORD and serve him faithfullywith all your heart. Just look at the
great things he has done for you!

25But if you continue to do evil, both you and your king will be swept away.”

13
1 Saul was [thirty] years old when he began to reign; he ruled over Israel for [forty]

years.
2 Saul selected for himself three thousand men from Israel. Two thousand of these

were with Saul at Micmash and in the hill country of Bethel; the remaining thousand
were with Jonathan at Gibeah in the territory of Benjamin. He sent all the rest of the
people back home.

3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost that was at Geba and the Philistines heard
about it. Then Saul alerted all the land saying, “Let the Hebrews pay attention!”

4 All Israel heard this message, “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and now
Israel is repulsive to the Philistines!” So the people were summoned to join Saul at
Gilgal.

5For thebattlewith Israel thePhilistineshadamassed3,000 chariots, 6,000horsemen,
and an army as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at
Micmash, east of Beth Aven.

6Themenof Israel realized theyhad aproblembecause their armywashardpressed.
So the army hid in caves, thickets, cliffs, strongholds, and cisterns.
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7 Some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan River to the land of Gad and Gilead.
But Saul stayed at Gilgal; the entire army that was with himwas terrified.

8He waited for seven days, the time period indicated by Samuel. But Samuel did not
come to Gilgal, and the army began to abandon Saul.

9So Saul said, “Bringme the burnt offering and the peace offerings.” Then he offered
a burnt offering.

10 Just when he had finished offering the burnt offering, Samuel appeared on the
scene. Saul went out to meet him and to greet him.

11But Samuel said, “What have you done?” Saul replied, “When I saw that the army
had started to abandonme and that you didn’t come at the appointed time and that the
Philistines had assembled at Micmash,

12 I thought, ‘Now thePhilistineswill comedownonmeatGilgal and I havenot sought
the LORD’s favor.’ So I felt obligated to offer the burnt offering.”

13ThenSamuel said to Saul, “Youhavemadea foolish choice! Youhavenot obeyed the
commandment that the LORD your God gave you. Had you done that, the LORD would
have established your kingdom over Israel forever!

14Butnowyour kingdomwill not continue! TheLORD|strong="H3069" has sought out
for himself amanwho is loyal to him and the LORD|strong="H3069" has appointed him
to be leader over his people, for you have not obeyed what the LORD|strong="H3069"
commanded you.”

15ThenSamuel set out andwentup fromGilgal toGibeah in the territory of Benjamin.
Saul mustered the army that remained with him; there were about six hundredmen.

16 Saul, his son Jonathan, and the army that remained with them stayed in Gibeah in
the territory of Benjamin, while the Philistines camped inMicmash.

17Raiding bandswent out from the camp of the Philistines in three groups. One band
turned toward the road leading to Ophrah by the land of Shual;

18another band turned toward the road leading to BethHoron; and yet another band
turned toward the road leading to the border that overlooks the valley of Zeboim in the
direction of the desert.

19Ablacksmith could not be found in all the land of Israel, for the Philistines had said,
“This will prevent the Hebrews frommaking swords and spears.”

20Soall Israelhad togodownto thePhilistines inorder toget theirplowshares, cutting
instruments, axes, and sickles sharpened.

21 They charged two-thirds of a shekel to sharpen plowshares and cutting instru-
ments, and a third of a shekel to sharpen picks and axes, and to set ox goads.

22So on the day of the battle no sword or spearwas to be found in the hand of anyone
in the army thatwaswith Saul and Jonathan. No one but Saul and his son Jonathan had
them.

Jonathan Ignites a Battle
23A garrison of the Philistines had gone out to the pass at Micmash.

14
1Then one day Jonathan son of Saul said to his armor bearer, “Come on, let’s go over

to the Philistine garrison that is opposite us.” But he did not let his father know.
2NowSaulwas sittingunderapomegranate tree inMigron, on theoutskirts ofGibeah.

The army that was with him numbered about six hundredmen.
3NowAhijah was carrying an ephod. He was the son of Ahitub, whowas the brother

of Ichabod and a son of Phineas, son of Eli, the priest of the LORD in Shiloh. The army
was unaware that Jonathan had left.
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4Nowtherewasa steepcliffoneach sideof thepass throughwhich Jonathan intended
to go to reach the Philistine garrison. One cliff was named Bozez, the other Seneh.

5The cliff to the north was closer to Micmash, the one to the south closer to Geba.
6 Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come on, let’s go over to the garrison of these

uncircumcised men. Perhaps the LORD will intervene for us. Nothing can prevent the
LORD from delivering, whether bymany or by a few.”

7His armor bearer said to him, “Do everything that is on your mind. Do as you’re
inclined. I’mwith you all the way!”

8 Jonathan replied, “All right! We’ll go over to these men and fight them.
9 If they say to us, ‘Stay put until we approach you,’wewill stay right there and not go

up to them.
10 But if they say, ‘Come up against us,’ we will go up. For in that case the LORD has

given them into our hand – it will be a sign to us.”
11When they made themselves known to the Philistine garrison, the Philistines said,

“Look! The Hebrews are coming out of the holes in which they hid themselves.”
12Then themenof the garrison said to Jonathan andhis armorbearer, “Comeonup to

us so we can teach you a thing or two!” Then Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come
up behindme, for the LORD has given them into the hand of Israel!”

13 Jonathan crawleduponhis hands and feet,withhis armorbearer followingbehind
him. Jonathan struck down the Philistines, while his armor bearer came along behind
him and killed them.

14 In this initial skirmish Jonathan and his armor bearer struck down about twenty
men in an area that measured half an acre.

15Then fearoverwhelmed thosewhowere in thecamp, thosewhowere in thefield, all
the army in the garrison, and the raiding bands. They trembled and the ground shook.
This fear was caused by God.

16 Saul’s watchmen at Gibeah in the territory of Benjamin looked on as the crowd of
soldiers seemed tomelt away first in one direction and then in another.

17 So Saul said to the army that was with him, “Muster the troops and see who is no
longer with us.” When they mustered the troops, Jonathan and his armor bearer were
not there.

18 So Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring near the ephod,” for he was at that time wearing the
ephod.

19 While Saul spoke to the priest, the panic in the Philistines’ camp was becoming
greater and greater. So Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand!”

20Saul and all the army thatwaswith him assembled andmarched into battle, where
they found the Philistines in total panic killing one another with their swords.

21 The Hebrews who had earlier gone over to the Philistine side joined the Israelites
whowere with Saul and Jonathan.

22When all the Israelites who had hidden themselves in the hill country of Ephraim
heard that the Philistines had fled, they too pursued them in battle.

23 So the LORD delivered Israel that day, and the battle shifted over to Beth Aven.

Jonathan Violates Saul’s Oath
24Nowthemenof Israelwerehardpressed thatday, forSaulhadmade thearmyagree

to this oath: “Cursed be themanwho eats food before evening! I will get my vengeance
onmy enemies!” So no one in the army ate anything.

25Now the whole army entered the forest and there was honey on the ground.
26When the army entered the forest, they saw the honey flowing, but no one ate any

of it, for the armywas afraid of the oath.
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27But Jonathan had not heard about the oath his father had made the army take. He
extended the endofhis staff thatwas inhis handanddipped it in thehoneycomb. When
he ate it, his eyes gleamed.

28 Then someone from the army informed him, “Your father put the army under a
strict oath saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food today!’ That is why the army is
tired.”

29 Then Jonathan said, “My father has caused trouble for the land. See how my eyes
gleamedwhen I tasted just a little of this honey.

30 Certainly if the army had eaten some of the enemies’ provisions that they came
across today, would not the slaughter of the Philistines have been even greater?”

31On that day thearmystruckdown thePhilistines fromMicmash toAijalon, and they
became very tired.

32 So the army rushed greedily on the plunder, confiscating sheep, cattle, and calves.
They slaughtered them right on the ground, and the army ate them blood and all.

33Now it was reported to Saul, “Look, the army is sinning against the LORD by eating
even the blood.” He said, “All of you have broken the covenant! Roll a large stone over
here to me.”

34 Then Saul said, “Scatter out among the army and say to them, ‘Each of you bring
to me your ox and sheep and slaughter them in this spot and eat. But don’t sin against
the LORD by eating the blood.” So that night each one brought his ox and slaughtered it
there.

35 Then Saul built an altar for the LORD; it was the first time he had built an altar for
the LORD.

36 Saul said, “Let’s go down after the Philistines at night; we will rout them until the
break of day. Wewon’t leave any of themalive!” They replied, “Dowhatever seems best
to you.” But the priest said, “Let’s approach God here.”

37 So Saul asked God, “Should I go down after the Philistines? Will you deliver them
into the hand of Israel?” But he did not answer him that day.

38 Then Saul said, “All you leaders of the army come here. Find out how this sin
occurred today.

39 For as surely as the LORD, the deliverer of Israel, lives, even if it turns out to be my
own son Jonathan, he will certainly die!” But no one from the army said anything.

40 Then he said to all Israel, “You will be on one side, and I and my son Jonathan will
be on the other side.” The army replied to Saul, “Dowhatever you think is best.”

41 Then Saul said, “O LORD God of Israel! If this sin has been committed by me or
by my son Jonathan, then, O LORD God of Israel, respond with Urim. But if this sin
has been committed by your people Israel, respond with Thummim.” Then Jonathan|
strong="H3129" and Saul were indicated by lot, while the armywas exonerated.

42 Then Saul said, “Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan!” Jonathan was
indicated by lot.

43 So Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” Jonathan told him, “I used
the end of the staff that was inmy hand to taste a little honey. I must die!”

44 Saul said, “Godwill punishme severely if Jonathan doesn’t die!”
45 But the army said to Saul, “Should Jonathan, who won this great victory in Israel,

die? May it never be! As surely as the LORD lives, not a single hair of his headwill fall to
the ground! For it is with the help of God that he has acted today.” So the army rescued
Jonathan from death.

46Then Saul stopped chasing the Philistines, and the Philistines went back home.
47 After Saul had secured his royal position over Israel, he fought against all their

enemies on all sides – the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, the kings of Zobah, and the
Philistines. In every direction that he turned he was victorious.
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48 He fought bravely, striking down the Amalekites and delivering Israel from the
hand of its enemies.

Members of Saul’s Family
49The sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malki-Shua. He had two daughters; the

older one was namedMerab and the younger Michal.
50 The name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahimaaz. The name of the

general in command of his armywas Abner son of Ner, Saul’s uncle.
51Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was the son of Abiel.
52Therewas fiercewarwith the Philistines all the days of Saul. Sowhenever Saul saw

anyone whowas a warrior or a brave individual, he would conscript him.

15
1Then Samuel said to Saul, “I was the one the LORD sent to anoint you as king over his

people Israel. Now listen to what the LORD says.
2 Here is what the LORD of hosts says: ‘I carefully observed how the Amalekites

opposed Israel along the way when Israel came up from Egypt.
3So go nowand strike down theAmalekites. Destroy everything that they have. Don’t

spare them. Put them to death – man, woman, child, infant, ox, sheep, camel, and
donkey alike.’ ”

4 So Saul assembled the army andmustered them at Telaim. There were 200,000 foot
soldiers and 10,000men of Judah.

5 Saul proceeded to the city of Amalek, where he set an ambush in the wadi.
6 Saul said to the Kenites, “Go on and leave! Go down from among the Amalekites!

Otherwise Iwill sweep you awaywith them! After all, youwere kind to all the Israelites
when they came up from Egypt.” So the Kenites withdrew from among the Amalekites.

7 Then Saul struck down the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, which is
next to Egypt.

8He captured King Agag of the Amalekites alive, but he executed all Agag’s people
with the sword.

9However, Saul and the army spared Agag, alongwith the best of the flock, the cattle,
the fatlings, and the lambs, as well as everything else that was of value. They were
not willing to slaughter them. But they did slaughter everything that was despised and
worthless.

10Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel:
11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned away from me and has not

done what I told him to do.” Samuel became angry and he cried out to the LORD all that
night.

12ThenSamuel got upearly tomeet Saul thenextmorning. But Samuelwas informed,
“Saul has gone to Carmel where he is setting up amonument for himself. Then Samuel
left and went down to Gilgal.”

13When Samuel came to him, Saul said to him, “May the LORD bless you! I have done
what the LORD said.”

14 Samuel replied, “If that is the case, then what is this sound of sheep inmy ears and
the sound of cattle that I hear?”

15Saul said, “Theywere brought from the Amalekites; the army spared the best of the
flocks and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD our God. But everything else we slaughtered.”

16Then Samuel said to Saul, “Wait aminute! Letme tell youwhat the LORD said tome
last night.” Saul said to him, “Tell me.”

17 Samuel said, “Is it not true that when youwere insignificant in your own eyes, you
became head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD chose you as king over Israel.
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18 The LORD sent you on a campaign saying, ‘Go and exterminate those sinful
Amalekites! Fight against them until you have destroyed them.’

19 Why haven’t you obeyed the LORD? Instead you have greedily rushed upon the
plunder! You have done what is wrong in the LORD’s estimation.”

20Then Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the LORD! I went on the campaign the
LORD sent me on. I brought back King Agag of the Amalekites after exterminating the
Amalekites.

21But the army took from the plunder some of the sheep and cattle – the best of what
was to be slaughtered – to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.”

22Then Samuel said,
“Does the LORD take pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as much as he does in obedience?
Certainly, obedience is better than sacrifice;
paying attention is better than the fat of rams.
23For rebellion is like the sin of divination,
and presumption is like the evil of idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,
he has rejected you as king.”

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have disobeyed what the LORD
commanded and what you said as well. For I was afraid of the army, and I followed
their wishes.

25Now please forgive my sin! Go back withme so I can worship the LORD.”
26 Samuel said to Saul, “I will not go back with you, for you have rejected the word of

the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel!”
27When Samuel turned to leave, Saul grabbed the edge of his robe and it tore.
28Samuel said to him, “The LORDhas torn the kingdomof Israel fromyou this day and

has given it to one of your colleagues who is better than you!
29The Preeminent One of Israel does not go back on his word or change his mind, for

he is not a human being who changes his mind.”
30 Saul again replied, “I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my

people and before Israel. Go back withme so I may worship the LORD your God.”
31 So Samuel followed Saul back, and Saul worshiped the LORD.
Samuel Puts Agag to Death

32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me King Agag of the Amalekites.” So Agag came to him
trembling, thinking to himself, “Surely death is bitter!”

33 Samuel said, “Just as your sword left women childless, so your mother will be the
most bereaved among women!” Then Samuel hacked Agag to pieces there in Gilgal
before the LORD.

34Then Samuel went to Ramah, while Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul.
35Until the day he died Samuel did not see Saul again. Samuel did, however, mourn

for Saul, but the LORD regretted that he hadmade Saul king over Israel.

16
1TheLORD said to Samuel, “How longdoyou intend tomourn for Saul? I have rejected

him as king over Israel. Fill your horn with olive oil and go! I am sending you to Jesse
in Bethlehem, for I have selected a king for myself from among his sons.”

2 Samuel replied, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me!” But the LORD
said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’

3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you should do. You will
anoint for me the one I point out to you.”
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4Samuel didwhat the LORD told him. Whenhe arrived in Bethlehem, the elders of the
city were afraid to meet him. They said, “Do you come in peace?”

5Hereplied, “Yes, inpeace. Ihavecome to sacrifice to theLORD. Consecrateyourselves
and come with me to the sacrifice.” So he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice.

6When they arrived, Samuel noticed Eliab and said to himself, “Surely, here before
the LORD stands his chosen king!”

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t be impressed by his appearance or his height,
for I have rejected him. God does not view things the way men do. People look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and presented him to Samuel. But Samuel said, “The
LORD has not chosen this one, either.”

9Then Jesse presented Shammah. But Samuel said, “TheLORDhas not chosen this one
either.”

10 Jesse presented sevenof his sons to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “TheLORDhas
not chosen any of these.”

11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that all of the young men?” Jesse replied, “There is
still the youngest one, but he’s taking care of the flock.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and
get him, for we cannot turn our attention to other things until he comes here.”

12 So Jesse had him brought in. Now he was ruddy, with attractive eyes and a
handsome appearance. The LORD said, “Go and anoint him. This is the one!”

13 So Samuel took the horn full of olive oil and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers. TheSpirit of theLORDrusheduponDavid fromthatdayonward. ThenSamuel
got up andwent to Ramah.

David Appears before Saul
14Now the Spirit of the LORD had turned away from Saul, and an evil spirit from the

LORD tormented him.
15Then Saul’s servants said to him, “Look, an evil spirit fromGod is tormenting you!”
16 Let our lord instruct his servants who are here before you to look for a man who

knows how to play the lyre. Then whenever the evil spirit from God comes upon you,
he can play the lyre and youwill feel better.”

17 So Saul said to his servants, “Findme amanwho plays well and bring him tome.”
18One of his attendants replied, “I have seen a son of Jesse in Bethlehemwho knows

how to play the lyre. He is a bravewarrior and is articulate andhandsome, for the LORD
is with him.”

19So Saul sentmessengers to Jesse and said, “Sendmeyour sonDavid,who is outwith
the sheep.

20 So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a container of wine, and a young goat
and sent them to Saul with his son David.

21 David came to Saul and stood before him. Saul liked him a great deal, and he
became his armor bearer.

22Then Saul sentword to Jesse saying, “Let David bemy servant, for I really like him.”
23So whenever the spirit fromGodwould come upon Saul, David would take his lyre

and play it. Thiswould bring relief to Saul andmake him feel better. Then the evil spirit
would leave him alone.

17
1 The Philistines gathered their troops for battle. They assembled at Socoh in Judah.

They camped in Ephes Dammim, between Socoh and Azekah.
2Saul and the Israelite army assembled and camped in the valley of Elah, where they

arranged their battle lines to fight against the Philistines.
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3The Philistineswere standing on one hill, and the Israelites on another hill, with the
valley between them.

4Then a champion came out from the camp of the Philistines. His namewas Goliath;
he was from Gath. He was close to seven feet tall.

5He had a bronze helmet on his head andwaswearing scale body armor. Theweight
of his bronze body armor was five thousand shekels.

6 He had bronze shin guards on his legs, and a bronze javelin was slung over his
shoulders.

7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and the iron point of his spear
weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer was walking before him.

8 Goliath stood and called to Israel’s troops, “Why do you come out to prepare for
battle? Am I not the Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose for
yourselves aman so hemay come down tome!

9 If he is able tofightwithmeandstrikemedown,wewill becomeyour servants. But if
I prevail against him and strike him down, youwill become our servants andwill serve
us.”

10 Then the Philistine said, “I defy Israel’s troops this day! Give me a man so we can
fight each other!”

11WhenSaul andall the Israelites heard thesewords of thePhilistine, theywereupset
and very afraid.

12

Now David was the son of this Ephrathite named Jesse from Bethlehem in Judah. He
had eight sons, and in Saul’s days he was old and well advanced in years.

13 Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul towar. The names of the three sonswho
went to war were Eliab, his firstborn, Abinadab, the second oldest, and Shammah, the
third oldest.

14NowDavid was the youngest. While the three oldest sons followed Saul,
15David was going back and forth from Saul in order to care for his father’s sheep in

Bethlehem.
16Meanwhile for forty days the Philistine approached every morning and evening

and took his position.
17 Jesse said to his son David, “Take your brothers this ephah of roasted grain and

these ten loaves of bread; go quickly to the camp to your brothers.
18Also take these ten portions of cheese to their commanding officer. Find out how

your brothers are doing and bring back their pledge that they received the goods.
19They are with Saul and the whole Israelite army in the valley of Elah, fighting with

the Philistines.”
20 So David got up early in the morning and entrusted the flock to someone else who

would watch over it. After loading up, he went just as Jesse had instructed him. He
arrived at the camp as the armywas going out to the battle lines shouting its battle cry.

21 Israel and the Philistines drew up their battle lines opposite one another.
22After David had entrusted his cargo to the care of the supply officer, he ran to the

battlefront. When he arrived, he asked his brothers how they were doing.
23 As he was speaking with them, the champion named Goliath, the Philistine from

Gath,was comingup from thebattle lines of thePhilistines. He spoke thewayheusually
did, and David heard it.

24Whenall themenof Israel saw thisman, they retreated fromhis presence andwere
very afraid.

25 The men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who is coming up? He does so to
defy Israel. But the king will make themanwho can strike him down very wealthy! He
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will givehimhisdaughter inmarriage, andhewillmakehis father’shouse exempt from
tax obligations in Israel.”

26David asked themenwhowere standing near him, “Whatwill be done for theman
who strikes down this Philistine and frees Israel from this humiliation? For who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he defies the armies of the living God?”

27 The soldiers told him what had been promised, saying, “This is what will be done
for themanwho can strike him down.”

28WhenDavid’soldestbrotherEliabheardhimspeaking to themen, hebecameangry
with David and said, “Why have you come down here? To whom did you entrust those
few sheep in the desert? I am familiarwith your pride and deceit! You have comedown
here to watch the battle!”

29David replied, “What have I done now? Can’t I say anything?”
30Then he turned from those who were nearby to someone else and asked the same

question, but they gave him the same answer as before.
31When David’s words were overheard and reported to Saul, he called for him.
32David said to Saul, “Don’t let anyone be discouraged. Your servant will go and fight

this Philistine!”
33But Saul replied toDavid, “Youaren’t able to go against this Philistine andfight him!

You’re just a boy! He has been a warrior from his youth!”
34 David replied to Saul, “Your servant has been a shepherd for his father’s flock.

Whenever a lion or bear would come and carry off a sheep from the flock,
35 I would go out after it, strike it down, and rescue the sheep from itsmouth. If it rose

up against me, I would grab it by its jaw, strike it, and kill it.
36 Your servant has struck down both the lion and the bear. This uncircumcised

Philistine will be just like one of them. For he has defied the armies of the living God!”
37David went on to say, “The LORD who delivered me from the lion and the bear will

also deliverme from thehandof this Philistine!” ThenSaul said toDavid, “Go! TheLORD
will be with you.”

38Then Saul clothedDavidwith his ownfighting attire andput a bronze helmet onhis
head. He also put body armor on him.

39David strapped on his sword over his fighting attire and tried to walk around, but
he was not used to them. David said to Saul, “I can’t walk in these things, for I’m not
used to them.” So David removed them.

40He took his staff in his hand, picked out five smooth stones from the stream, placed
them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag, took his sling in hand, and approached the
Philistine.

41
The Philistine kept coming closer to David, with his shield bearer walking in front of

him.
42When the Philistine looked carefully at David, he despised him, for he was only a

ruddy and handsome boy.
43The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you are coming aftermewith sticks?”

Then the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
44The Philistine said to David, “Come here to me, so I can give your flesh to the birds

of the sky and the wild animals of the field!”
45 But David replied to the Philistine, “You are coming against me with sword and

spear and javelin. But I am coming against you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel’s armies, whom you have defied!

46 This very day the LORD will deliver you into my hand! I will strike you down and
cut off your head. This day I will give the corpses of the Philistine army to the birds of
the sky and the wild animals of the land. Then all the land will realize that Israel has a
God
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47and all this assemblywill know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves!
For the battle is the LORD’s, and he will deliver you into our hand.”

48The Philistine drew steadily closer to David to attack him, while David quickly ran
toward the battle line to attack the Philistine.

49David reached his hand into the bag and took out a stone. He slung it, striking the
Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank deeply into his forehead, and he fell down
with his face to the ground.

50
David prevailed over the Philistine with just the sling and the stone. He struck down

the Philistine and killed him. David did not even have a sword in his hand.
51David ran and stood over the Philistine. He grabbed Goliath’s sword, drew it from

its sheath, killed him, and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw their
champion was dead, they ran away.

52 Then the men of Israel and Judah charged forward, shouting a battle cry. They
chased the Philistines to the valley and to the very gates of Ekron. The Philistine corpses
lay fallen along the Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron.

53When the Israelites returned from their hot pursuit of the Philistines, they looted
their camp.

54 David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, and he put
Goliath’s weapons in his tent.

55
Now as Saul watched David going out to fight the Philistine, he asked Abner, the

general in commandof the army, “Whose son is this youngman, Abner?” Abner replied,
“As surely as you live, O king, I don’t know.”

56The king said, “Find out whose son this boy is!”
57 So when David returned from striking down the Philistine, Abner took him and

brought him before Saul. He still had the head of the Philistine in his hand.
58 Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, youngman?” David replied, “I am the son of

your servant Jesse in Bethlehem.”

18
1 When David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan and David became bound

together in close friendship. Jonathan loved David as much as he did his own life.
2Saul retainedDavid on that day anddidnot allowhim to return to his father’s house.
3 Jonathan made a covenant with David, for he loved him as much as he did his own

life.
4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with the rest

of his gear, including his sword, his bow, and even his belt.
5OneverymissiononwhichSaul senthim,Davidachieved success. SoSaul appointed

him over themen of war. This pleased not only all the army, but also Saul’s servants.
6When the men arrived after David returned from striking down the Philistine, the

women fromall the cities of Israel cameout singinganddancing tomeetKingSaul. They
were happy as they played their tambourines and three-stringed instruments.

7The womenwhowere playing themusic sang,
“Saul has struck down his thousands,
but David his tens of thousands!”

8 This made Saul very angry. The statement displeased him and he thought, “They
have attributed to David tens of thousands, but to me they have attributed only
thousands. What does he lack, except the kingdom?”

9 So Saul was keeping an eye on David from that day onward.
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10 The next day an evil spirit from God rushed upon Saul and he prophesied within
his house. Now David was playing the lyre that day. There was a spear in Saul’s hand,

11 and Saul threw the spear, thinking, “I’ll nail David to the wall!” But David escaped
from him on two different occasions.

12 So Saul feared David, because the LORD was with him but had departed from Saul.
13Saul removedDavid fromhis presence andmadehima commanding officer. David

led the army out to battle and back.
14NowDavid achieved success in all he did, for the LORD was with him.
15When Saul saw how very successful he was, he was afraid of him.
16But all Israel and Judah loved David, for he was the one leading them out to battle

and back.
17
Then Saul said to David, “Here’s my oldest daughter, Merab. I want to give her to you

inmarriage. Only be a bravewarrior forme and fight the battles of the LORD.” For Saul
thought, “There’s no need forme to raisemy hand against him. Let it be the hand of the
Philistines!”

18 David said to Saul, “Who am I? Who are my relatives or the clan of my father in
Israel that I should become the king’s son-in-law?”

19When the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, to be given to David, she instead
was given inmarriage to Adriel, who was fromMeholah.

20NowMichal, Saul’sdaughter, lovedDavid. When they told Saul about this, it pleased
him.

21Saul said, “Iwill giveher tohimso that shemaybecomea snare tohimand thehand
of the Philistines may be against him.” So Saul said to David, “Today is the second time
for you to becomemy son-in-law.”

22ThenSaul instructedhis servants, “TellDavid secretly, ‘Theking is pleasedwithyou,
and all his servants like you. So now become the king’s son-in-law.”

23SoSaul’s servants spoke thesewordsprivately toDavid. Davidreplied, “Isbecoming
the king’s son-in-law something insignificant to you? I’m just a poor and lightly-
esteemedman!”

24When Saul’s servants reported what David had said,
25 Saul replied, “Here is what you should say to David: ‘There is nothing that the king

wants as a price for the bride except a hundred Philistine foreskins, so that he can be
avenged of his enemies.’ ” (Now Saul was thinking that he could kill David by the hand
of the Philistines.)

26 So his servants told David these things and David agreed to become the king’s son-
in-law. Now the specified time had not yet expired

27whenDavid, alongwith hismen,went out and struck down twohundred Philistine
men. David brought their foreskins and presented all of them to the king so he could
become the king’s son-in-law. Saul then gave him his daughter Michal in marriage.

28 When Saul realized that the LORD was with David and that his daughter Michal
loved David,

29Saul becameevenmore afraid of him. Saul continued to be at oddswithDavid from
then on.

30 Then the leaders of the Philistines would march out, and as often as they did so,
David achieved more success than all of Saul’s servants. His name was held in high
esteem.

19
1 Then Saul told his son Jonathan and all his servants to kill David. But Saul’s son

Jonathan liked David verymuch.
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2So Jonathan told David, “My father Saul is trying to kill you. So be careful tomorrow
morning. Find a hiding place and stay in seclusion.

3 Iwill go out and stand besidemy father in the fieldwhere you are. Iwill speak about
you tomy father. When I find out what the problem is, I will let you know.”

4 So Jonathan spoke on David’s behalf to his father Saul. He said to him, “The king
should not sin against his servant David, for he has not sinned against you. On the
contrary, his actions have been very beneficial for you.

5He risked his life when he struck down the Philistine and the LORD gave all Israel a
great victory. When you saw it, youwere happy. Sowhywould you sin against innocent
blood by putting David to death for no reason?”

6 Saul accepted Jonathan’s advice and took an oath, “As surely as the LORD lives, he
will not be put to death.”

7 Then Jonathan called David and told him all these things. Jonathan brought David
to Saul, and he served him as he had done formerly.

8Nowonceagain therewaswar. SoDavidwentout tofight thePhilistines. Hedefeated
them thoroughly and they ran away from him.

9Then an evil spirit from the LORD came upon Saul. He was sitting in his house with
his spear in his hand, while David was playing the lyre.

10 Saul tried to nail David to the wall with the spear, but he escaped from Saul’s
presence and the spear drove into the wall. David escaped quickly that night.

11 Saul sent messengers to David’s house to guard it and to kill him in the morning.
Then David’s wife Michal told him, “If you do not save yourself tonight, tomorrow you
will be dead!”

12 SoMichal lowered David through the window, and he ran away and escaped.
13 Then Michal took a household idol and put it on the bed. She put a quilt made of

goat’s hair over its head and then covered the idol with a garment.
14When Saul sent messengers to arrest David, she said, “He’s sick.”
15 Then Saul sent the messengers back to see David, saying, “Bring him up to me on

his bed so I can kill him.”
16When themessengers came, they found only the idol on the bed and the quiltmade

of goat’s hair at its head.
17 Saul said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me this way by sending my enemy

away? Now he has escaped!” Michal replied to Saul, “He said to me, ‘Help me get away
or else I will kill you!’ ”

18Now David had run away and escaped. He went to Samuel in Ramah and told him
everything that Saul had done to him. Then he and Samuel went and stayed at Naioth.

19 It was reported to Saul saying, “David is at Naioth in Ramah.”
20 So Saul sent messengers to capture David. When they saw a company of prophets

prophesying with Samuel standing there as their leader, the spirit of God came upon
Saul’s messengers, and they also prophesied.

21When it was reported to Saul, he sent more messengers, but they prophesied too.
So Saul sent messengers a third time, but they also prophesied.

22Finally Saul himself went to Ramah. When he arrived at the large cistern that is in
Secu, he asked, “Where are Samuel and David?” They said, “At Naioth in Ramah.”

23 So Saul went to Naioth in Ramah. The Spirit of God came upon him as well, and he
walked along prophesying until he came to Naioth in Ramah.

24He even stripped off his clothes and prophesied before Samuel. He lay there naked
all that day and night. (For that reason it is asked, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”)
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20
1 David fled from Naioth in Ramah. He came to Jonathan and asked, “What have I

done? What ismy offense? Howhave I sinned before your father? For he is seekingmy
life!”

2 Jonathan said to him, “By no means are you going to die! My father does nothing
large or small without making me aware of it. Why would my father hide this matter
fromme? It just won’t happen!”

3 Taking an oath, David again said, “Your father is very much aware of the fact that
I have found favor with you, and he has thought, ‘Don’t let Jonathan know about this,
or he will be upset.’ But as surely as the LORD lives and you live, there is about one step
betweenme and death!”

4 Jonathan replied to David, “Tell me what I can do for you.”
5David said to Jonathan, “Tomorrow is the newmoon, and I am certainly expected to

join the king for ameal. Youmust sendme away so I can hide in the field until the third
evening from now.

6 If your father happens to miss me, you should say, ‘David urgently requested me
to let him go to his city Bethlehem, for there is an annual sacrifice there for his entire
family.’

7 If he should then say, ‘That’s fine,’ then your servant is safe. But if he becomes very
angry, be assured that he has decided to harmme.

8Youmust be loyal to your servant, for you havemade a covenant with your servant
in the LORD’s name. If I am guilty, you yourself kill me! Why bother taking me to your
father?”

9 Jonathan said, “Farbe it fromyou to suggest this! If Iwere at all aware thatmy father
had decided to harm you, wouldn’t I tell you about it?”

10David said to Jonathan, “Whowill tell me if your father answers you harshly?”
11 Jonathan said to David, “Come on. Let’s go out to the field.”
When the two of them had gone out into the field,
12 Jonathan said to David, “The LORD God of Israel is my witness. I will feel out my

father about this time the day after tomorrow. If he is favorably inclined toward David,
will I not then send word to you and let you know?

13 But if my father intends to do you harm, may the LORD do all this and more to
Jonathan, if I don’t let you know and send word to you so you can go safely on your
way. May the LORD be with you, as he was withmy father.

14While I am still alive, extend tome the loyalty of the LORD, or else I will die!
15 Don’t ever cut off your loyalty to my family, not even when the LORD has cut off

every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth
16 and called David’s enemies to account.” So Jonathan made a covenant with the

house of David.
17 Jonathan once again took an oath with David, because he loved him. In fact

Jonathan loved him asmuch as he did his own life.
18 Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow is the newmoon, and youwill bemissed, for your

seat will be empty.
19On the third day you should go down quickly and come to the place where you hid

yourself the day this all started. Stay near the stone Ezel.
20 I will shoot three arrows near it, as though I were shooting at a target.
21When I send a boy after them, Iwill say, “Go andfind the arrows.” If I say to the boy,

‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you; get them,’ then come back. For as surely as the
LORD lives, you will be safe and there will no problem.

22But if I say to the boy, “Look, the arrows are on the other side of you,’ get away. For
in that case the LORD has sent you away.
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23With regard to thematter that you and I discussed, the LORD is thewitness between
us forever!”

24 So David hid in the field. When the new moon came, the king sat down to eat his
meal.

25 The king sat down in his usual place by the wall, with Jonathan opposite him and
Abner at his side. But David’s place was vacant.

26 However, Saul said nothing about it that day, for he thought, “Something has
happened tomake him ceremonially unclean. Yes, he must be unclean.”

27 But the next morning, the second day of the new moon, David’s place was still
vacant. So Saul said to his son Jonathan, “Why has Jesse’s son not come to the meal
yesterday or today?”

28 Jonathan replied to Saul, “David urgently requested that he be allowed to go to
Bethlehem.

29He said, ‘Permit me to go, for we are having a family sacrifice in the city, and my
brother urged me to be there. So now, if I have found favor with you, let me go to see
my brothers.’ For that reason he has not come to the king’s table.”

30 Saul became angry with Jonathan and said to him, “You stupid traitor! Don’t I
realize that to your own disgrace and to the disgrace of your mother’s nakedness you
have chosen this son of Jesse?

31For as long as this son of Jesse is alive on the earth, you and your kingdomwill not
be established. Now, send somemen and bring him tome. For he is as good as dead!”

32 Jonathan responded to his father Saul, “Why should he be put to death? What has
he done?”

33 Then Saul threw his spear at Jonathan in order to strike him down. So Jonathan
was convinced that his father had decided to kill David.

34 Jonathan got up from the table enraged. He did not eat any food on that second day
of the newmoon, for he was upset that his father had humiliated David.

35 The next morning Jonathan, along with a young servant, went out to the field to
meet David.

36Hesaid tohis servant, “Run, find thearrows that I amabout to shoot.” As the servant
ran, Jonathan shot the arrow beyond him.

37When the servant came to the place where Jonathan had shot the arrow, Jonathan
called out to the servant, “Isn’t the arrow further beyond you?”

38 Jonathan called out to the servant, “Hurry! Go faster! Don’t delay!” Jonathan’s
servant retrieved the arrow and came back to his master.

39 (Now the servant did not understand any of this. Only Jonathan and David knew
what was going on.)

40 Then Jonathan gave his equipment to the servant who was with him. He said to
him, “Go, take these things back to the city.”

41When the servant had left, David got up frombeside themound, knelt with his face
to the ground, and bowed three times. Then they kissed each other and they bothwept,
especially David.

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for the two of us have sworn together in
the name of the LORD saying, ‘The LORD will be between me and you and between my
descendants and your descendants forever.’ ”
Then David got up and left, while Jonathan went back to the city.

21
1David went to Ahimelech the priest in Nob. Ahimelech was shaking with fear when

he met David, and said to him, “Why are you by yourself with no one accompanying
you?”
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2David replied to Ahimelech the priest, “The king instructedme to do something, but
he said to me, ‘Don’t let anyone know the reason I am sending you or the instructions I
have given you.’ I have told my soldiers to wait at a certain place.

3Nowwhat do you have at your disposal? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever
can be found.”

4 The priest replied to David, “I don’t have any ordinary bread at my disposal. Only
holy bread is available, and then only if your soldiers have abstained from sexual
relations with women.”

5 David said to the priest, “Certainly women have been kept away from us, just as
on previous occasions when I have set out. The soldiers’ equipment is holy, even on
an ordinary journey. How much more so will they be holy today, along with their
equipment!”

6So the priest gave himholy bread, for therewas no bread there other than the bread
of the Presence. It had been removed from before the LORD in order to replace it with
hot bread on the day it had been taken away.

7 (One of Saul’s servants was there that day, detained before the LORD|
strong="H3069". His name was Doeg the Edomite, who was in charge of Saul’s
shepherds.)

8David said to Ahimelech, “Is there no sword or spear here at your disposal? I don’t
havemyownswordorequipment inhanddue to theurgencyof theking’s instructions.”

David Goes to Gath
9 The priest replied, “The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you struck down in

the valley of Elah, is wrapped in a garment behind the ephod. If you wish, take it for
yourself. Other than that, there’s nothing here.” David said, “There’s nothing like it!
Give it to me!”

10 So on that day David arose and fled from Saul. He went to King Achish of Gath.
11 The servants of Achish said to him, “Isn’t this David, the king of the land? Isn’t he

the one that they sing about when they dance, saying,
‘Saul struck down his thousands,
But David his tens of thousands’?”

12David thought about what they said and was very afraid of King Achish of Gath.
13Healteredhisbehavior in theirpresence. Sincehewas in theirpower, hepretended

to be insane, makingmarks on the doors of the gate and letting his saliva run down his
beard.

14Achish said to his servants, “Look at this madman! Why did you bring him tome?
15 Do I have a shortage of fools, that you have brought me this man to display his

insanity in front of me? Should this man enter my house?”

22
1 So David left there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. When his brothers and the

rest of his father’s family learned about it, they went down there to him.
2 All those who were in trouble or owed someone money or were discontented

gathered around him, and he became their leader. He had about four hundred men
with him.

3Then David went from there to Mizpah inMoab, where he said to the king of Moab,
“Please let my father andmother stay with you until I knowwhat God is going to do for
me.”

4So he had them staywith the king ofMoab; they stayedwith him thewhole time that
David was in the stronghold.

5Then Gad the prophet said to David, “Don’t stay in the stronghold. Go to the land of
Judah.” So David left and went to the forest of Hereth.
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Saul Executes the Priests
6But Saul found out thewhereabouts of David and themenwhowerewith him. Now

Saulwas sitting at Gibeahunder the tamarisk tree at an elevated locationwith his spear
in hand and all his servants stationed around him.

7 Saul said to his servants who were stationed around him, “Listen up, you Ben-
jaminites! Is Jesse’s son giving fields and vineyards to all of you? Or is he making all
of you commanders and officers?

8 For all of you have conspired against me! No one informs me when my own son
makes an agreementwith this son of Jesse! Not one of you feels sorry forme or informs
me that my own son has commissionedmy own servant to hide in ambush against me,
as is the case today!”

9But Doeg the Edomite, who had stationed himself with the servants of Saul, replied,
“I saw this son of Jesse come to Ahimelech son of Ahitub at Nob.

10He inquired of the LORD for him and gave him provisions. He also gave him the
sword of Goliath the Philistine.”

11Then the king arranged for a meeting with the priest Ahimelech son of Ahitub and
all the priests of his father’s house whowere at Nob. They all came to the king.

12Then Saul said, “Listen, son of Ahitub.” He replied, “Here I am, my lord.”
13 Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and this son of Jesse?

You gave him bread and a sword and inquired of God on his behalf, so that he opposes
me andwaits in ambush, as is the case today!”

14Ahimelech replied to the king, “Who among all your servants is faithful like David?
He is the king’s son-in-law, the leader of your bodyguard, and honored in your house!

15Was it just today that I began to inquire of God onhis behalf? Far be it fromme! The
king should not accuse his servant or any of my father’s house. For your servant is not
aware of all this – not in whole or in part!”

16But the king said, “Youwill surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father’s house!
17Then the king said to themessengerswhowere stationedbesidehim, “Turnandkill

the priests of the LORD, for they too have sided with David! They knew he was fleeing,
but they did not informme.” But the king’s servants refused to harm the priests of the
LORD.

18 Then the king said to Doeg, “You turn and strike down the priests!” So Doeg the
Edomite turned and struck down the priests. He killed on that day eighty-fivemenwho
wore the linen ephod.

19As for Nob, the city of the priests, he struck downwith the swordmen andwomen,
children and infants, oxen, donkeys, and sheep – all with the sword.

20But one of the sons of Ahimelech son of Ahitub escaped andfled toDavid. His name
was Abiathar.

21Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests of the LORD.
22 Then David said to Abiathar, “I knew that day when Doeg the Edomite was there

that he would certainly tell Saul! I am guilty of all the deaths in your father’s house!
23 Stay with me. Don’t be afraid! Whoever seeks my life is seeking your life as well.

You are secure withme.”
23

1They told David, “The Philistines are fighting in Keilah and are looting the threshing
floors.”

2 So David asked the LORD, “Should I go and strike down these Philistines?” The LORD
said to David, “Go, strike down the Philistines and deliver Keilah.”

3But David’s men said to him, “We are afraid while we are still here in Judah! What
will it be like if we go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?”
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4 So David asked the LORD once again. But again the LORD replied, “Arise, go down to
Keilah, for I will give the Philistines into your hand.”

5 So David and his men went to Keilah and fought the Philistines. He took away their
cattle and thoroughly defeated them. David delivered the inhabitants of Keilah.

David Eludes Saul Again
6Now when Abiathar son of Ahimelech had fled to David at Keilah, he had brought

with him an ephod.
7WhenSaulwas told thatDavidhad come toKeilah, Saul said, “Godhasdeliveredhim

intomy hand, for he has boxed himself into a corner by entering a city with two barred
gates.”

8 So Saul mustered all his army to go down to Keilah and besiege David and his men.
9 When David realized that Saul was planning to harm him, he told Abiathar the

priest, “Bring the ephod!”
10Then David said, “O LORD God of Israel, your servant has clearly heard that Saul is

planning to come to Keilah to destroy the city because of me.
11Will the leaders of Keilah deliver me into his hand? Will Saul come down as your

servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, please inform your servant!”
Then the LORD said, “Hewill come down.”
12David asked, “Will the leaders of Keilah deliver me andmymen into Saul’s hand?”

The LORD said, “They will deliver you over.”
13 So David and his men, who numbered about six hundred, set out and left Keilah;

theymoved around from one place to another. When told that David had escaped from
Keilah, Saul called a halt to his expedition.

14David stayed in the strongholds thatwere in the desert and in the hill country of the
desert of Ziph. Saul looked for him all the time, but God did not deliver David into his
hand.

15 David realized that Saul had come out to seek his life; at that time David was in
Horesh in the desert of Ziph.

16 Then Jonathan son of Saul left and went to David at Horesh. He encouraged him
through God.

17He said to him, “Don’t be afraid! For the hand of my father Saul cannot find you.
You will rule over Israel, and I will be your second in command. Even my father Saul
realizes this.”

18When the two of them had made a covenant before the LORD, David stayed on at
Horesh, but Jonathan went to his house.

19Then the Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Isn’t David hiding among us
in the strongholds at Horesh on the hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon?

20 Now at your own discretion, O king, come down. Delivering him into the king’s
handwill be our responsibility.”

21Saul replied, “May you be blessed by the LORD, for you have had compassion onme.
22Go andmake further arrangements. Determine precisely where he is andwho has

seen him there, for I am told that he is extremely cunning.
23 Locate precisely all the places where he hides and return to me with dependable

information. Then I will go with you. If he is in the land, I will find him among all the
thousands of Judah.”

24 So they left and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David and his men were in the
desert of Maon, in the Arabah to the south of Jeshimon.

25 Saul and his menwent to look for him. But David was informed and went down to
the rock and stayed in the desert of Maon. When Saul heard about it, he pursued David
in the desert of Maon.
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26Saul went on one side of themountain, while David and his menwent on the other
side of the mountain. David was hurrying to get away from Saul, but Saul and his men
were surrounding David and his men so they could capture them.

27But amessenger came to Saul saying, “Comequickly, for the Philistines have raided
the land!”

28SoSaul stoppedpursuingDavidandwent to confront thePhilistines. Therefore that
place is called Sela Hammahlekoth.

29Then David went up from there and stayed in the strongholds of En Gedi.

24
1When Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, they told him, “Look, David is in

the desert of En Gedi.”
2 So Saul took three thousand select men from all Israel and went to find David and

his men in the region of the rocks of themountain goats.
3He came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave. Saul went into it to

relieve himself.
Now David and his menwere sitting in the recesses of the cave.
4David’s men said to him, “This is the day about which the LORD said to you, ‘I will

give your enemy into your hand, and you can do to himwhatever seems appropriate to
you.’ ” So David got up and quietly cut off an edge of Saul’s robe.

5Afterward David’s conscience bothered himbecause he had cut off an edge of Saul’s
robe.

6He said to his men, “May the LORD|strong="H3069" keep me far away from doing
such a thing to my lord, who is the LORD’s|strong="H3069" chosen one, by extending
my hand against him. After all, he is the LORD’s|strong="H3069" chosen one.”

7David restrained hismenwith thesewords and did not allow them to rise up against
Saul. Then Saul left the cave and started down the road.

8Afterward David got up andwent out of the cave. He called out after Saul, “My lord,
O king!” When Saul looked behind him, David kneeled down and bowed with his face
to the ground.

9David said to Saul, “Why do you pay attentionwhenmen say, ‘David is seeking to do
you harm’?

10Todayyourowneyes seehowtheLORDdeliveredyou – this veryday – intomyhands
in the cave. Some told me to kill you, but I had pity on you and said, ‘I will not extend
my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s chosen one.’

11Look, my father, and see the edge of your robe inmy hand! When I cut off the edge
of your robe, I didn’t kill you. So realize and understand that I am not planning evil or
rebellion. Even though I havenot sinned against you, you arewaiting in ambush to take
my life.

12May the LORD judge between the two of us, and may the LORD vindicate me over
you, but my handwill not be against you.

13 It’s like the old proverb says: ‘From evil people evil proceeds.’ Butmy handwill not
be against you.

14Who has the king of Israel come out after? Who is it that you are pursuing? A dead
dog? A single flea?

15MaytheLORDbeour judgeandarbiter. Mayheseeandarbitratemycaseanddeliver
me from your hands!”

16When David finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is that your voice,
my son David?” Then Saul wept loudly.

17He said to David, “You aremore innocent than I, for you have treatedmewell, even
though I have tried to harm you!



1 Samuel 24:18 358 1 Samuel 25:17

18 You have explained today how you have treated me well. The LORD delivered me
into your hand, but you did not kill me.

19Now if aman finds his enemy, does he send him on his way in good shape? May the
LORD repay you with good this day for what you have done to me.

20Now look, I realize that you will in fact be king and that the kingdom of Israel will
be established in your hand.

21 So now swear to me in the LORD’s name that you will not kill my descendants after
me or destroymy name from the house of my father.”

22David promised Saul this on oath. Then Saul went to his house, and David and his
menwent up to the stronghold.

25
1 Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned him. They buried him at his

home in Ramah. Then David left and went down to the desert of Paran.
DavidMarries Abigail theWidow of Nabal

2 There was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel. This man was very
wealthy; he owned three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. At that time he was
shearing his sheep in Carmel.

3Theman’s namewasNabal, and hiswife’s namewasAbigail. Shewas bothwise and
beautiful, but themanwas harsh and his deeds were evil. He was a Calebite.

4When David heard in the desert that Nabal was shearing his sheep,
5 he sent ten servants, saying to them, “Go up to Carmel to see Nabal and give him

greetings inmy name.
6 Then you will say to my brother, “Peace to you and your house! Peace to all that is

yours!
7Now I hear that they are shearing sheep for you. When your shepherds were with

us, we neither insulted them nor harmed them the whole time they were in Carmel.
8Ask your own servants; they can tell you! Maymy servants find favor in your sight,

for we have come at the time of a holiday. Please provide us – your servants and your
son David –with whatever you can spare.”

9 So David’s servants went and spoke all these words to Nabal in David’s name. Then
they paused.

10 But Nabal responded to David’s servants, “Who is David, and who is this son of
Jesse? This is a time whenmany servants are breaking away from their masters!

11 Should I take my bread andmy water and mymeat that I have slaughtered for my
shearers and give them to these men? I don’t even knowwhere they came from!”

12 So David’s servants went on their way. When they had returned, they came and
told David all these things.

13 Then David instructed his men, “Each of you strap on your sword!” So each one
strapped on his sword, andDavid also strapped on his sword. About four hundredmen
followed David up, while two hundred stayed behind with the equipment.

14But one of the servants told Nabal’s wife Abigail, “David sent messengers from the
desert to greet our lord, but he screamed at them.

15Thesemenwere very good to us. They did not insult us, nor didwe sustain any loss
during the entire time wewere together in the field.

16Both night and day they were a protective wall for us the entire timewewere with
them, while we were tending our flocks.

17Now be aware of this, and see what you can do. For disaster has been planned for
our lord and his entire household. He is such a wicked person that no one tells him
anything!”
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18 So Abigail quickly took two hundred loaves of bread, two containers of wine, five
prepared sheep, five seahs of roasted grain, a hundred bunches of raisins, and two
hundred lumps of pressed figs. She loaded them on donkeys

19and said to her servants, “Go on ahead ofme. I will come after you.” But she did not
tell her husband Nabal.

20Riding on her donkey, she went down under cover of the mountain. David and his
menwere coming down tomeet her, and she encountered them.

21Now David had been thinking, “In vain I guarded everything that belonged to this
man in the desert. I didn’t take anything fromhim. But he has repaidmy goodwith evil.

22God will severely punish David, if I leave alive until morning even one male from
all those who belong to him!”

23 When Abigail saw David, she got down quickly from the donkey, threw herself
down before David, and bowed to the ground.

24Falling at his feet, she said, “My lord, I accept all the guilt! But please let your female
servant speak withmy lord! Please listen to the words of your servant!

25My lord should not pay attention to this wicked man Nabal. He simply lives up to
his name! His name means ‘fool,’ and he is indeed foolish! But I, your servant, did not
see the servants my lord sent.

26 “Now, my lord, as surely as the LORD lives and as surely as you live, it is the LORD
who has kept you from shedding blood and taking matters into your own hands. Now
may your enemies and those who seek to harmmy lord be like Nabal.

27 Now let this present that your servant has brought to my lord be given to the
servants who followmy lord.

28Please forgive the sinof your servant, for theLORDwill certainly establish thehouse
of my lord, because my lord fights the battles of the LORD. May no evil be found in you
all your days!

29When someone sets out to chase you and to take your life, the life ofmy lordwill be
wrapped securely in the bag of the living by the LORD your God. But he will sling away
the lives of your enemies from the sling’s pocket!

30 The LORD will do for my lord everything that he promised you, and he will make
you a leader over Israel.

31 Your conscience will not be overwhelmed with guilt for having poured out in-
nocent blood and for having taken matters into your own hands. When the LORD|
strong="H0113" has grantedmy lord success, please remember your servant.”

32ThenDavid said toAbigail, “Praised be the LORD, theGodof Israel, whohas sent you
this day to meet me!

33 Praised be your good judgment! May you yourself be rewarded for having
preventedme this day from shedding blood and takingmatters into my own hands!

34Otherwise, as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives – hewho has preventedme
from harming you – if you had not come so quickly to meet me, by morning’s light not
even onemale belonging to Nabal would have remained alive!”

35 Then David took from her hand what she had brought to him. He said to her, “Go
back to your home in peace. Be assured that I have listened to you and responded
favorably.”

36When Abigail went back to Nabal, he was holding a banquet in his house like that
of the king. Nabal was having a good time and was very intoxicated. She told him
absolutely nothing until morning’s light.

37 In the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told him about these matters. He
had a stroke andwas paralyzed.

38After about ten days the LORD struck Nabal down and he died.
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39 When David heard that Nabal had died, he said, “Praised be the LORD who has
vindicated me and avenged the insult that I suffered from Nabal! The LORD has kept
his servant from doing evil, and he has repaid Nabal for his evil deeds.” Then David
sent word to Abigail and asked her to become his wife.

40 So the servants of David went to Abigail at Carmel and said to her, “David has sent
us to you to bring you back to be his wife.”

41 She arose, bowed her face toward the ground, and said, “Your female servant, like
a lowly servant, will wash the feet of the servants of my lord.”

42 Then Abigail quickly went and mounted her donkey, with five of her female
servants accompanying her. She followed David’s messengers and became his wife.

43David had also married Ahinoam from Jezreel; the two of them became his wives.
44 (Now Saul had given his daughter Michal, David’s wife, to Paltiel son of Laish, who

was from Gallim.)

26
1 The Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Isn’t David hiding on the hill of

Hakilah near Jeshimon?”
2 So Saul arose and
went down to the desert of Ziph, accompanied by three thousand selectmen of Israel,

to look for David in the desert of Ziph.
3Saul campedby the road on the hill ofHakilah near Jeshimon, but Davidwas staying

in the desert. When he realized that Saul had come to the desert to find him,
4David sent scouts and verified that Saul had indeed arrived.
5So David set out andwent to the placewhere Saul was camped. David saw the place

where Saul and Abner son of Ner, the general in command of his army, were sleeping.
Now Saul was lying in the entrenchment, and the armywas camped all around him.

6David said to Ahimelech theHittite andAbishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, “Who
will go downwithme to Saul in the camp?” Abishai replied, “I will go downwith you.”

7 So David and Abishai approached the army at night and found Saul lying asleep in
the entrenchment with his spear stuck in the ground by his head. Abner and the army
were lying all around him.

8Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now
let me drive the spear right through him into the ground with one swift jab! A second
jab won’t be necessary!”

9 But David said to Abishai, “Don’t kill him! Who can extend his hand against the
LORD’s chosen one and remain guiltless?”

10 David went on to say, “As the LORD lives, the LORD himself will strike him down.
Either his day will come and he will die, or he will go down into battle and be swept
away.

11But may the LORD prevent me from extending my hand against the LORD’s chosen
one! Now take the spear by Saul’s head and the jug of water, and let’s get out of here!”

12SoDavid took the spearand the jugofwaterbySaul’shead, and theygot out of there.
No one saw them or was aware of their presence or woke up. All of them were asleep,
for the LORD had caused a deep sleep to fall on them.

13Then David crossed to the other side and stood on the top of the hill some distance
away; there was a considerable distance between them.

14Davidcalled to thearmyand toAbner sonofNer, “Won’t youanswer,Abner?” Abner
replied, “Who are you, that you have called to the king?”

15David said to Abner, “Aren’t you a man? After all, who is like you in Israel? Why
then haven’t you protected your lord the king? One of the soldiers came to kill your
lord the king.
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16 This failure on your part isn’t good! As surely as the LORD lives, you people who
have not protected your lord, the LORD’s chosen one, are as good as dead! Now look
where the king’s spear and the jug of water that was by his head are!”

17When Saul recognized David’s voice, he said, “Is that your voice, my son David?”
David replied, “Yes, it’s my voice, my lord the king.”

18He went on to say, “Why is my lord chasing his servant? What have I done? What
wrong have I done?

19So letmy lord the king now listen to thewords of his servant. If the LORDhas incited
you against me, may he take delight in an offering. But if men have instigated this, may
they be cursed before the LORD! For they have driven me away this day from being
united with the LORD’s inheritance, saying, ‘Go on, serve other gods!’

20Now don’t let my blood fall to the ground away from the LORD’s presence, for the
king of Israel has gone out to look for a flea the way one looks for a partridge in the hill
country.”

21 Saul replied, “I have sinned. Come back, my son David. I won’t harm you, for you
treated my life with value this day. I have behaved foolishly and have made a very
terrible mistake!”

22David replied, “Here is the king’s spear! Let one of your servants cross over and get
it.

23 The LORD rewards each man for his integrity and loyalty. Even though today the
LORDdeliveredyou intomyhand, Iwasnotwilling to extendmyhandagainst theLORD’s
chosen one.

24 In the same way that I valued your life this day, may the LORD value my life and
deliver me from all danger.”

25 Saul replied to David, “May you be rewarded, my son David! You will without
question be successful!” So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.

27
1David thought to himself, “One of these days I’mgoing to be swept away by the hand

of Saul! There is nothing better forme than to escape to the land of the Philistines. Then
Saul will despair of searching forme through all the territory of Israel and I will escape
from his hand.”

2So David left and crossed over to King Achish son ofMaoch of Gath accompanied by
his six hundredmen.

3 David settled with Achish in Gath, along with his men and their families. David
had with him his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelite and Abigail the Carmelite, Nabal’s
widow.

4When Saul learned that David had fled to Gath, he did not mount a new search for
him.

5David said to Achish, “If I have found favor with you, let me be given a place in one
of the country towns so that I can live there. Why should your servant settle in the royal
city with you?”

6 So Achish gave him Ziklag on that day. (For that reason Ziklag has belonged to the
kings of Judah until this very day.)

7The length of time that David lived in the Philistine countrysidewas a year and four
months.

8 Then David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, and the
Amalekites. (They had been living in that land for a long time, from the approach to
Shur as far as the land of Egypt.)

9When David would attack a district, he would leave neither man nor woman alive.
He would take sheep, cattle, donkeys, camels, and clothing and would then go back to
Achish.
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10WhenAchishwould ask, “Where did you raid today?” Davidwould say, “TheNegev
of Judah” or “The Negev of Jeharmeel” or “The Negev of the Kenites.”

11Neitherman nor womanwould David leave alive so as to bring them back to Gath.
He was thinking, “This way they can’t tell on us, saying, ‘This is what David did.’ ” Such
was his practice the entire time that he lived in the country of the Philistines.

12 So Achish trusted David, thinking to himself, “He is really hated among his own
people in Israel! From now on he will be my servant.”

28
1 In those days the Philistines gathered their troops for war in order to fight Israel.

Achish said to David, “You should fully understand that you and yourmenmust gowith
me into the battle.”

2 David replied to Achish, “That being the case, you will come to know what your
servant can do!” Achish said to David, “Then I will make you my bodyguard from now
on.”

3Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented over him and had buried him in
Ramah, his hometown. In themeantimeSaul had removed themediumsandmagicians
from the land.

4 The Philistines assembled; they came and camped at Shunem. Saul mustered all
Israel and camped at Gilboa.

5When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was absolutely terrified.
6 So Saul inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him – not by dreams nor

by Urim nor by the prophets.
7 So Saul instructed his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, so that I may

go to her and inquire of her.” His servants replied to him, “There is a woman who is a
medium in Endor.”

8So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothing and left, accompanied by two of
his men. They came to the woman at night and said, “Use your ritual pit to conjure up
for me the one I tell you.”

9 But the woman said to him, “Look, you are aware of what Saul has done; he has
removed the mediums and magicians from the land! Why are you trapping me so you
can put me to death?”

10But Saul swore an oath to her by the LORD, “As surely as the LORD lives, youwill not
incur guilt in this matter!”

11 The woman replied, “Who is it that I should bring up for you?” He said, “Bring up
for me Samuel.”

12When thewoman saw Samuel, she cried out loudly. Thewoman said to Saul, “Why
have you deceivedme? You are Saul!”

13The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid! What have you seen?” Thewoman replied to
Saul, “I have seen one like a god coming up from the ground!”

14He said to her, “What about his appearance?” She said, “An old man is coming up!
He is wrapped in a robe!”
Then Saul realized it was Samuel, and he bowed his face toward the ground and

kneeled down.
15Samuel said to Saul, “Whyhave youdisturbedmebybringingmeup?” Saul replied,

“I amterribly troubled! ThePhilistinesarefightingagainstmeandGodhas turnedaway
fromme. He does not answer me – not by the prophets nor by dreams. So I have called
on you to tell me what I should do.”

16Samuel said, “Whyare youaskingme, now that theLORDhas turned away fromyou
and has become your enemy?
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17 The LORD has done exactly as I prophesied! The LORD has torn the kingdom from
your hand and has given it to your neighbor David!

18 Since you did not obey the LORD and did not carry out his fierce anger against the
Amalekites, the LORD has done this thing to you today.

19 The LORD will hand you and Israel over to the Philistines! Tomorrow both you
and your sons will be with me. The LORD will also hand the army of Israel over to the
Philistines!”

20Saul quickly fell full length on the ground andwas very afraid because of Samuel’s
words. Hewas completely drainedof energy, not having eatenanything all that day and
night.

21When thewoman came to Saul and sawhow terrifiedhewas, she said to him, “Your
servant has done what you asked. I took my life into my own hands and did what you
told me.

22Now it’s your turn to listen to your servant! Let me set before you a bit of bread so
that you can eat. When you regain your strength, you can go on your way.”

23But he refused, saying, “I won’t eat!” Both his servants and the woman urged him
to eat, so he gave in. He got up from the ground and sat down on the bed.

24 Now the woman had a well-fed calf at her home that she quickly slaughtered.
Taking some flour, she kneaded bread and baked it without leaven.

25 She brought it to Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they arose and left that
same night.

29
1ThePhilistinesassembledall their troopsatAphek,while Israel campedat the spring

that is in Jezreel.
2When the leaders of the Philistines were passing in review at the head of their units

of hundreds and thousands, David and hismenwere passing in review in the rearwith
Achish.

3 The leaders of the Philistines asked, “What about these Hebrews?” Achish said to
the leaders of the Philistines, “Isn’t this David, the servant of King Saul of Israel, who
has been with me for quite some time? I have found no fault with him from the day of
his defection until the present time!”

4But the leaders of the Philistines became angry with him and said to him, “Send the
man back! Let him return to the place that you assigned him! Don’t let him go down
with us into the battle, for he might become our adversary in the battle. What better
way to please his lord than with the heads of these men?

5 Isn’t this David, of whom they sang as they danced,
‘Saul has struck down his thousands,
but David his tens of thousands’?”

6So Achish summoned David and said to him, “As surely as the LORD lives, you are an
honest man, and I am glad to have you serving with me in the army. I have found no
fault with you from the day that you first came to me until the present time. But in the
opinion of the leaders, you are not reliable.

7 So turn and leave in peace. You must not do anything that the leaders of the
Philistines consider improper!”

8But David said to Achish, “What have I done? What have you found in your servant
from the day that I first came into your presence until the present time, that I shouldn’t
go and fight the enemies of my lord the king?”

9 Achish replied to David, “I am convinced that you are as reliable as the angel of
God! However, the leaders of the Philistines have said, ‘He must not go up with us in
the battle.’
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10So get up early in themorning alongwith the servants of your lordwho have come
with you. When you get up early in the morning, as soon as it is light enough to see,
leave.”

11 So David and his men got up early in the morning to return to the land of the
Philistines, but the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

30
1On the third day David and his men came to Ziklag. Now the Amalekites had raided

the Negev and Ziklag. They attacked Ziklag and burned it.
2 They took captive the women who were in it, from the youngest to the oldest, but

they did not kill anyone. They simply carried them off andwent on their way.
3When David and his men came to the city, they found it burned. Their wives, sons,

and daughters had been taken captive.
4 Then David and the men who were with him wept loudly until they could weep no

more.
5David’s two wives had been taken captive – Ahinoam the Jezreelite and Abigail the

Carmelite, Nabal’s widow.
6David was very upset, for the men were thinking of stoning him; each man grieved

bitterly over his sons and daughters. But David drew strength from the LORD his God.
7 Then David said to the priest Abiathar son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” So

Abiathar brought the ephod to David.
8 David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Should I pursue this raiding band? Will I

overtake them?” Hesaid tohim, “Pursue, for youwill certainly overtake themandcarry
out a rescue!”

9 So David went, accompanied by his six hundred men. When he came to the Wadi
Besor, those whowere in the rear stayed there.

10 David and four hundred men continued the pursuit, but two hundred men who
were too exhausted to cross theWadi Besor stayed there.

11Then they found an Egyptian in the field and brought him to David. They gave him
bread to eat and water to drink.

12They gave him a slice of pressed figs and two bunches of raisins to eat. This greatly
refreshedhim, for hehadnot eaten foodordrunkwater for threedays and threenights.

13David said to him, “To whom do you belong, and where are you from?” The young
man said, “I am an Egyptian, the servant of an Amalekite man. My master abandoned
mewhen I was ill for three days.

14We conducted a raid on the Negev of the Kerethites, on the area of Judah, and on
the Negev of Caleb. We burned Ziklag.”

15David said to him, “Can you take us down to this raiding party?” He said, “Swear to
me by God that you will not kill me or hand me over to my master, and I will take you
down to this raiding party.”

16 So he took David down, and they found them spread out over the land. They were
eatinganddrinkingandenjoying themselvesbecauseof all the loot theyhad taken from
the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah.

17 But David struck them down from twilight until the following evening. None of
them escaped, with the exception of four hundred youngmenwho got away on camels.

18 David retrieved everything the Amalekites had taken; he also rescued his two
wives.

19 There was nothing missing, whether small or great. He retrieved sons and
daughters, the plunder, and everything else they had taken. David brought everything
back.

20David tookall theflocksandherdsanddrove themin frontof the rest of theanimals.
People were saying, “This is David’s plunder!”
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21 Then David approached the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to go
with him, thosewhom they had left at theWadi Besor. Theywent out tomeet David and
the peoplewhowerewith him. WhenDavid approached the people, he asked how they
were doing.

22 But all the evil and worthless men among those who had gone with David said,
“Since they didn’t go with us, we won’t give them any of the loot we retrieved! They
may take only their wives and children. Let them lead them away and be gone!”

23But David said, “No! You shouldn’t do this, my brothers. Look at what the LORD has
given us! He has protected us and has delivered into our hands the raiding party that
came against us.

24Who will listen to you in this matter? The portion of the one who went down into
the battle will be the same as the portion of the onewho remainedwith the equipment!
Let their portions be the same!”

25From that time onward itwas a binding ordinance for Israel, right up to the present
time.

26WhenDavid came to Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to the elders of Judahwho
were his friends, saying, “Here’s a gift for you from the looting of the LORD’s enemies!”

27The gift was for those in the following locations: for those in Bethel, RamothNegev,
and Jattir;

28 for those in Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa,
29and Racal; for those in the cities of the Jerahmeelites and Kenites;
30 for those in Hormah, Bor Ashan, Athach,
31 and Hebron; and for those in whatever other places David and his men had

traveled.

31
1 Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel. The men of Israel fled from the

Philistines andmany of them fell dead onMount Gilboa.
2ThePhilistines stayedright on theheels of Saul andhis sons. They struckdownSaul’s

sons Jonathan, Abinadab, andMalki-Shua.
3Saul himselfwas in the thick of thebattle; the archers spottedhimandwoundedhim

severely.
4 Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword and stab me with it! Otherwise

these uncircumcised people will come, stabme, and torture me.” But his armor bearer
refused to do it, because he was very afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it.

5When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his own sword and
died with him.

6 So Saul, his three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men died together that day.
7When the men of Israel who were in the valley and across the Jordan saw that the

men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned the cities
and fled. The Philistines came and occupied them.

8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip loot from the corpses, they
discovered Saul and his three sons lying dead onMount Gilboa.

9 They cut off Saul’s head and stripped him of his armor. They sent messengers to
announce the news in the temple of their idols and among their people throughout the
surrounding land of the Philistines.

10 They placed Saul’s armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths and hung his corpse on
the city wall of Beth Shan.

11When the residents of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul,
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12all theirwarriors set out and traveled throughout thenight. They took Saul’s corpse
and the corpses of his sons from the city wall of Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where
they burned them.

13They took the bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh; then they
fasted for seven days.
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2 Samuel
David Learns of the Deaths of Saul and Jonathan

1After the death of Saul, whenDavid had returned fromdefeating the Amalekites, he
stayed at Ziklag for two days.

2On the third day aman arrived from the camp of Saul with his clothes torn and dirt
on his head. When he approached David, the man threw himself to the ground.

3David asked him, “Where are you coming from?” He replied, “I have escaped from
the camp of Israel.”

4David inquired, “Howwere things going? Tellme!” Hereplied, “Thepeoplefled from
the battle andmany of them fell dead. Even Saul and his son Jonathan are dead!”

5David said to the youngmanwho was telling him this, “How do you know that Saul
and his son Jonathan are dead?”

6Theyoungmanwhowas tellinghim this said, “I just happened tobeonMountGilboa
and came across Saul leaning on his spear for support. The chariots and leaders of the
horsemenwere in hot pursuit of him.

7When he turned around and sawme, he called out to me. I answered, ‘Here I am!’
8He askedme, ‘Who are you?’ I told him, ‘I’man Amalekite.’
9He said tome, ‘Stand overme and finishme off! I’mvery dizzy, even though I’mstill

alive.’
10 So I stood over him and put him to death, since I knew that he couldn’t live in such

a condition. Then I took the crown which was on his head and the bracelet which was
on his arm. I have brought them here to my lord.”

11 David then grabbed his own clothes and tore them, as did all the men who were
with him.

12 They lamented and wept and fasted until evening because Saul, his son Jonathan,
the LORD’s|strong="H3069" people, and the house of Israel had fallen by the sword.

13 David said to the young man who told this to him, “Where are you from?” He
replied, “I am an Amalekite, the son of a resident foreigner.”

14David replied to him, “How is it that you were not afraid to reach out your hand to
destroy the LORD’s anointed?”

15Then David called one of the soldiers and said, “Come here and strike him down!”
So he struck him down, and he died.

16David said to him, “Your blood be on your own head! Your ownmouth has testified
against you, saying ‘I have put the LORD’s anointed to death.’ ”

David’s Tribute to Saul and Jonathan
17Then David chanted this lament over Saul and his son Jonathan.
18 (He gave instructions that the people of Judah should be taught “The Bow.” Indeed,

it is written down in the Book of Yashar.)
19The beauty of Israel lies slain on your high places!
How themighty have fallen!
20Don’t report it in Gath,
don’t spread the news in the streets of Ashkelon,
or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice,
the daughters of the uncircumcised will celebrate!
21Omountains of Gilboa,
may there be no dew or rain on you, nor fields of grain offerings!
For it was there that the shield of warriors was defiled;
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the shield of Saul lies neglected without oil.
22From the blood of the slain, from the fat of warriors,
the bow of Jonathan was not turned away.
The sword of Saul never returned empty.
23 Saul and Jonathan were greatly loved during their lives,
and not even in their deaths were they separated.
They were swifter than eagles, stronger than lions.
24O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
who clothed you in scarlet as well as jewelry,
who put gold jewelry on your clothes.
25How the warriors have fallen
in themidst of battle!
Jonathan lies slain on your high places!
26 I grieve over you, my brother Jonathan!
You were very dear to me.
Your love wasmore special to me than the love of women.
27How the warriors have fallen!
The weapons of war are destroyed!

2
1Afterward David inquired of the LORD, “Should I go up to one of the cities of Judah?”

The LORD told him, “Go up.” David asked, “Where should I go?” The LORD replied|
strong="H0559", “To Hebron.”

2 So David went up, along with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelite and Abigail,
formerly the wife of Nabal the Carmelite.

3David also brought along the men who were with him, each with his family. They
settled in the cities of Hebron.

4 The men of Judah came and there they anointed David as king over the people of
Judah.
David was told, “The people of Jabesh Gilead are the ones who buried Saul.”
5So David sentmessengers to the people of Jabesh Gilead and told them, “May you be

blessed by the LORD because you have shown this kindness to your lord Saul by burying
him.

6Nowmay theLORD showyou truekindness! I alsowill rewardyou, becauseyouhave
done this deed.

7Nowbe courageous and prove to be valiantwarriors, for your lord Saul is dead. The
people of Judah have anointedme as king over them.”

David’s Army Clashes with the Army of Saul
8NowAbner son of Ner, the general in command of Saul’s army, had taken Saul’s son

Ish-bosheth and had brought him toMahanaim.
9Heappointed himking overGilead, theGeshurites, Jezreel, Ephraim, Benjamin, and

all Israel.
10 Ish-bosheth son of Saul was forty years old when he began to rule over Israel. He

ruled two years. However, the people of Judah followed David.
11David was king in Hebron over the people of Judah for seven and a half years.
12 Then Abner son of Ner and the servants of Ish-bosheth son of Saul went out from

Mahanaim to Gibeon.
13 Joab son of Zeruiah and the servants of David also went out and confronted them

at the pool of Gibeon. One group stationed themselves on one side of the pool, and the
other group on the other side of the pool.

14Abner said to Joab, “Let the soldiers get up andfight before us.” Joab said, “So be it!”
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15 So they got up and crossed over by number: twelve belonging to Benjamin and to
Ish-bosheth son of Saul, and twelve from the servants of David.

16As they grappled with one another, each one stabbed his opponent with his sword
and they fell dead together. So that place is called the Field of Flints; it is in Gibeon.

17 Now the battle was very severe that day; Abner and the men of Israel were
overcome by David’s soldiers.

18The three sons of Zeruiahwere there – Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. (NowAsahel was
as quick on his feet as one of the gazelles in the field.)

19Asahel chasedAbner,without turning to the right or to the left as he followedAbner.
20Then Abner turned and asked, “Is that you, Asahel?” He replied, “Yes it is!”
21 Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your right or to your left. Capture one of the

soldiers and take his equipment for yourself!” But Asahel was not willing to turn aside
from following him.

22 So Abner spoke again to Asahel, “Turn aside from following me! I do not want to
strike you to the ground. How then could I show my face in the presence of Joab your
brother?”

23 But Asahel refused to turn aside. So Abner struck him in the abdomen with the
back end of his spear. The spear came out his back; Asahel collapsed on the spot and
died there right before Abner. Everyone who now comes to the place where Asahel fell
dead pauses in respect.

24 So Joab and Abishai chased Abner. At sunset they came to the hill of Ammah near
Giah on the way to the wilderness of Gibeon.

25 The Benjaminites formed their ranks behind Abner and were like a single army,
standing at the top of a certain hill.

26Then Abner called out to Joab, “Must the sword devour forever? Don’t you realize
that this will turn bitter in the end? When will you tell the people to turn aside from
pursuing their brothers?”

27 Joab replied, “As surely as God lives, if you had not said this, it would have been
morning before the people would have abandoned pursuit of their brothers!”

28 Then Joab blew the ram’s horn and all the people stopped in their tracks. They
stopped chasing Israel and ceased fighting.

29Abner andhismenwent through theArabah all that night. They crossed the Jordan
River and went through the whole region of Bitron and came toMahanaim.

30Now Joab returned from chasing Abner and assembled all the people. Nineteen of
David’s soldiers weremissing, in addition to Asahel.

31But David’s soldiers had slaughtered the Benjaminites andAbner’smen – in all, 360
men had died!

32 They took Asahel’s body and buried him in his father’s tomb at Bethlehem. Joab
and his men then traveled all that night and reached Hebron by dawn.

3
1 However, the war was prolonged between the house of Saul and the house of

David. David was becoming steadily stronger, while the house of Saul was becoming
increasingly weaker.

2Nowsonswereborn toDavid inHebron. HisfirstbornwasAmnon, born toAhinoam
the Jezreelite.

3His second son was Kileab, born to Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. His
third son was Absalom, the son of Maacah daughter of King Talmai of Geshur.

4His fourth son was Adonijah, the son of Haggith. His fifth son was Shephatiah, the
son of Abitail.
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5His sixth son was Ithream, born to David’s wife Eglah. These sons were all born to
David in Hebron.

Abner Defects to David’s Camp
6As the war continued between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner was

becomingmore influential in the house of Saul.
7 Now Saul had a concubine named Rizpah daughter of Aiah. Ish-bosheth said to

Abner, “Why did you have sexual relations withmy father’s concubine?”
8 These words of Ish-bosheth really angered Abner and he said, “Am I the head of a

dog that belongs to Judah? This very day I amdemonstrating loyalty to thehouse of Saul
your father and to his relatives and his friends! I have not betrayed you into the hand
of David. Yet you have accusedme of sinning with this woman today!

9 God will severely judge Abner if I do not do for David exactly what the LORD has
promised him,

10namely, to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and to establish the throne
of David over Israel and over Judah all the way from Dan to Beer Sheba!”

11 Ish-bosheth was unable to answer Abner with even a single word because he was
afraid of him.

12 Then Abner sent messengers to David saying, “To whom does the land belong?
Make an agreement with me, and I will do whatever I can to cause all Israel to turn
to you.”

13So David said, “Good! I will make an agreementwith you. I ask only one thing from
you. You will not see my face unless you bring Saul’s daughter Michal when you come
to visit me.”

14David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth son of Saul with this demand: “Give me my
wife Michal whom I acquired for a hundred Philistine foreskins.”

15 So Ish-bosheth took her from her husband Paltiel son of Laish.
16Herhusbandwentalongbehindher,weepingall theway toBahurim. FinallyAbner

said to him, “Go back!” So he returned home.
17Abner advised the elders of Israel, “Previously you were wanting David to be your

king.
18 Act now! For the LORD has said to David, ‘By the hand of my servant David I will

savemy people Israel from the Philistines and from all their enemies.’ ”
19 Then Abner spoke privately with the Benjaminites. Abner also went to Hebron to

inform David privately of all that Israel and the entire house of Benjamin had agreed
to.

20 When Abner, accompanied by twenty men, came to David in Hebron, David
prepared a banquet for Abner and themenwhowere with him.

21Abner said to David, “Let me leave so that I may go and gather all Israel to my lord
the king so that theymaymake an agreement with you. Then youwill rule over all that
you desire.” So David sent Abner away, and he left in peace.

Abner Is Killed
22NowDavid’s soldiers and Joabwere coming back from a raid, bringing a great deal

of plunder with them. Abner was no longer with David in Hebron, for David had sent
him away and he had left in peace.

23When Joab and all the army that was with him arrived, Joab was told: “Abner the
son of Ner came to the king; he sent him away, and he left in peace!”

24 So Joab went to the king and said, “What have you done? Abner has come to you!
Whywould you send him away? Now he’s gone on his way!

25YouknowAbner the sonofNer! Surelyhe camehere to spyonyouand todetermine
when you leave andwhen you return and to discover everything that you are doing!”
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26Then Joab left David and sentmessengers afterAbner. Theybrought himback from
the well of Sirah. (But David was not aware of it.)

27 When Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside at the gate as if to speak
privately with him. Joab then stabbed him in the abdomen and killed him, avenging
the shed blood of his brother Asahel.

28WhenDavid laterheardabout this, he said, “I andmykingdomare forever innocent
before the LORD of the shed blood of Abner son of Ner!

29May his blood whirl over the head of Joab and the entire house of his father! May
the males of Joab’s house never cease to have someone with a running sore or a skin
disease or onewhoworks at the spindle or onewho falls by the sword or onewho lacks
food!”

30 So Joab and his brother Abishai killed Abner, because he had killed their brother
Asahel in Gibeon during the battle.

31 David instructed Joab and all the people who were with him, “Tear your clothes!
Put on sackcloth! Lament before Abner!” Now King David followed behind the funeral
bier.

32 So they buried Abner in Hebron. The king cried loudly over Abner’s grave and all
the people wept too.

33The king chanted the following lament for Abner:
“Should Abner have died like a fool?
34Your hands were not bound,
and your feet were not put into irons.
You fell the way one falls before criminals.”
All the people wept over him again.
35 Then all the people came and encouraged David to eat food while it was still day.

But David took an oath saying, “Godwill punishme severely if I taste bread or anything
whatsoever before the sun sets!”

36 All the people noticed this and it pleased them. In fact, everything the king did
pleased all the people.

37All the people and all Israel realized on that day that the killing of Abner son of Ner
was not done at the king’s instigation.

38Then the king said to his servants, “Do you not realize that a great leader has fallen
this day in Israel?

39 Today I am weak, even though I am anointed as king. These men, the sons of
Zeruiah, are toomuch forme to bear! May the LORD punish appropriately the one who
has done this evil thing!”

4
1When Ish-bosheth the son of Saul heard that Abner had died inHebron, hewas very

disheartened, and all Israel was afraid.
2Now Saul’s son had two men who were in charge of raiding units; one was named

Baanah and the other Recab. They were sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, who was a
Benjaminite. (Beeroth is regarded as belonging to Benjamin,

3 for the Beerothites fled to Gittaim and have remained there as resident foreigners
until the present time.)

4Now Saul’s son Jonathan had a sonwhowas crippled in both feet. Hewas five years
oldwhen the news about Saul and Jonathan arrived from Jezreel. His nurse picked him
up and fled, but in her haste to get away, he fell andwas injured. Mephiboshethwas his
name.

5Now the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite – Recab and Baanah – went at the hottest
part of the day to the home of Ish-bosheth, as he was enjoying his midday rest.
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6They entered the house under the pretense of getting wheat andmortally wounded
him in the stomach. Then Recab and his brother Baanah escaped.

7Theyhadentered thehousewhile Ish-boshethwas restingonhisbed inhisbedroom.
They mortally wounded him and then cut off his head. Taking his head, they traveled
on the way of the Arabah all that night.

8They brought the head of Ish-bosheth to David in Hebron, saying to the king, “Look!
The head of Ish-bosheth son of Saul, your enemy who sought your life! The LORD has
granted vengeance to my lord the king this day against Saul and his descendants!”

9David replied to Recab and his brother Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
“As surely as the LORD lives, who has deliveredmy life from all adversity,

10 when someone told me that Saul was dead – even though he thought he was
bringing good news – I seized him and killed him in Ziklag. That was the good news
I gave to him!

11Surelywhenwickedmenhave killed an innocentman as he slept in his ownhouse,
should I not now require his blood from your hands and remove you from the earth?”

12So David issued orders to the soldiers and they put them to death. Then they cut off
their hands and feet and hung them near the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of
Ish-bosheth and buried it in the tomb of Abner in Hebron.

5
1All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron saying, “Look, we are your very flesh

and blood!
2 In the past, when Saul was our king, you were the real leader in Israel. The LORD

said to you, ‘Youwill shepherdmy people Israel; you will rule over Israel.’ ”
3 When all the leaders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, King David made an

agreement with them in Hebron before the LORD. They designated David as king over
Israel.

4David was thirty years old when he began to reign and he reigned for forty years.
5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah for seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem

he reigned for thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.
David Occupies Jerusalem

6Then the king and hismen advanced to Jerusalem against the Jebusiteswho lived in
the land. The Jebusites said to David, “You cannot invade this place! Even the blind and
the lamewill turn you back, saying, ‘David cannot invade this place!’ ”

7But David captured the fortress of Zion (that is, the city of David).
8David said on that day, “Whoever attacks the Jebusitesmust approach the ‘lame’ and

the ‘blind’who areDavid’s enemies by going through thewater tunnel.” For this reason
it is said, “The blind and the lame cannot enter the palace.”

9 So David lived in the fortress and called it the City of David. David built all around
it, from the terrace inwards.

10 David’s power grew steadily, for the LORD God who commands armies was with
him.

11 King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David, along with cedar logs, carpenters,
and stonemasons. They built a palace for David.

12 David realized that the LORD had established him as king over Israel and that he
had elevated his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.

13David married more concubines and wives from Jerusalem after he arrived from
Hebron. Evenmore sons and daughters were born to David.

14 These are the names of children born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab,
Nathan, Solomon,

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia,
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16Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

Conflict with the Philistines
17When thePhilistinesheard thatDavidhadbeendesignatedkingover Israel, theyall

went up to search for David. When David heard about it, he went down to the fortress.
18Now the Philistines had arrived and spread out in the valley of Rephaim.
19 So David asked the LORD, “Should I march up against the Philistines? Will you

hand them over to me?” The LORD said to David, “March up, for I will indeed hand the
Philistines over to you.”

20 So David marched against Baal Perazim and defeated them there. Then he said,
“The LORD has burst out against my enemies like water bursts out.” So he called the
name of that place Baal Perazim.

21 The Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David and his men picked them
up.

22The Philistines again came up and spread out in the valley of Rephaim.
23 So David asked the LORD what he should do. This time the LORD said to him, “Don’t

march straight up. Instead, circle around behind themand come against themopposite
the trees.

24When you hear the sound ofmarching in the tops of the trees, act decisively. For at
that moment the LORD is going before you to strike down the army of the Philistines.”

25 David did just as the LORD commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines
from Gibeon all the way to Gezer.

6
1David again assembled all the best men in Israel, thirty thousand in number.
2David and all the men who were with him traveled to Baalah in Judah to bring up

from there the ark of God which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts, who sits
enthroned between the cherubim that are on it.

3They loaded the ark of God on a new cart and carried it from the house of Abinadab,
whichwas on thehill. UzzahandAhio, the sons ofAbinadab,were guiding thenewcart.

4They brought it with the ark of God up from the house of Abinadab on the hill. Ahio
was walking in front of the ark,

5while David and all Israel were energetically celebrating before the LORD, singing
and playing various stringed instruments, tambourines, rattles, and cymbals.

6When they arrived at the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and grabbed
hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled.

7The LORDwas so furiouswith Uzzah, he killed him on the spot for his negligence. He
died right there beside the ark of God.

8 David was angry because the LORD attacked Uzzah; so he called that place Perez
Uzzah, which remains its name to this very day.

9David was afraid of the LORD that day and said, “How will the ark of the LORD ever
come tome?”

10 So David was no longer willing to bring the ark of the LORD to be with him in the
City of David. David left it in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite.

11 The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three
months. The LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his family.

12David was told, “The LORD has blessed the family of Obed-Edom and everything he
owns because of the ark of God.” So David went and joyfully brought the ark of God
from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David.

13 Those who carried the ark of the LORD took six steps and then David sacrificed an
ox and a fatling calf.
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14 Now David, wearing a linen ephod, was dancing with all his strength before the
LORD.

15 David and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the LORD, shouting and blowing
trumpets.

16 As the ark of the LORD entered the City of David, Saul’s daughter Michal looked
out the window. When she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she
despised him.

17They brought the ark of the LORD and put it in its place in themiddle of the tent that
David hadpitched for it. ThenDavid offeredburnt sacrifices andpeace offerings before
the LORD.

18 When David finished offering the burnt sacrifices and peace offerings, he pro-
nounced a blessing over the people in the name of the LORD of hosts.

19He then handed out to eachmember of the entire assembly of Israel, bothmen and
women, a portion of bread, a date cake, and a raisin cake. Then all the people went
home.

20When David went home to pronounce a blessing on his own house, Michal, Saul’s
daughter, came out to meet him. She said, “How the king of Israel has distinguished
himself this day! He has exposed himself today before his servants’ slave girls the way
a vulgar fool might do!”

21David replied toMichal, “It was before the LORD! Iwas celebrating before the LORD,
who chose me over your father and his entire family and appointed me as leader over
the LORD’s people Israel.

22 I amwilling to shame and humiliatemyself evenmore than this! Butwith the slave
girls whom youmentioned let me be distinguished!”

23NowMichal, Saul’s daughter, had no children to the day of her death.

7
1The king settled into his palace, for the LORD gave him relief from all his enemies on

all sides.
2The king said toNathan the prophet, “Look! I am living in a palacemade from cedar,

while the ark of God sits in themiddle of a tent.”
3Nathan replied to the king, “You should go and do whatever you have in mind, for

the LORD is with you.”
4That night the LORD told Nathan,
5 “Go, tell my servant David: ‘This is what the LORD says: Do you really intend to build

a house for me to live in?
6 I have not lived in a house from the time I brought the Israelites up fromEgypt to the

present day. Instead, I was traveling with them and living in a tent.
7Wherever Imoved among all the Israelites, I did not say to any of the leaderswhom I

appointed to care formy people Israel, “Why have you not built me a housemade from
cedar?” ’

8 “So now, say this tomy servant David: ‘This iswhat the LORD of hosts says: I took you
from the pasture and from your work as a shepherd to make you leader of my people
Israel.

9 Iwaswith youwherever youwent, and I defeated all your enemies before you. Now
I will make you as famous as the great men of the earth.

10 Iwill establish aplace formypeople Israel and settle them there; theywill live there
and not be disturbed anymore. Violentmenwill not oppress them again, as they did in
the beginning

11 and during the time when I appointed judges to lead my people Israel. Instead, I
will give you relief from all your enemies. The LORD declares to you that he himself will
build a dynastic house for you.
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12When the time comes for you to die, I will raise up your descendant, one of your
own sons, to succeed you, and I will establish his kingdom.

13Hewill build a house for my name, and I will make his dynasty permanent.
14 I will become his father and he will become my son. When he sins, I will correct

himwith the rod of men andwith wounds inflicted by human beings.
15But my loyal love will not be removed from him as I removed it from Saul, whom I

removed from before you.
16Yourhouse andyour kingdomwill standbeforemepermanently; yourdynastywill

be permanent.’ ”
17Nathan told David all these words that were revealed to him.

David Offers a Prayer to God
18 King David went in, sat before the LORD, and said, “Who am I, O LORD|

strong="H0136" God, and what is my family, that you should have brought me to this
point?

19 And you didn’t stop there, O LORD God! You have also spoken about the future
of your servant’s family. Is this your usual way of dealing with men, O LORD|
strong="H0136" God?

20Whatmore can David say to you? You have given your servant special recognition,
O LORD|strong="H3069" God!

21 For the sake of your promise and according to your purpose you have done this
great thing in order to reveal it to your servant.

22 Therefore you are great, O LORD|strong="H3069" God, for there is none like you!
There is no God besides you! What we have heard is true!

23 Who is like your people, Israel, a unique nation on the earth? Their God went
to claim a nation for himself and to make a name for himself! You did great and
awesome acts for your land, before your people whom you delivered for yourself from
the Egyptian empire and its gods.

24Youmade Israel your very own people for all time. You, O LORD, became their God.
25So now, O LORD God, make this promise you havemade about your servant and his

family a permanent reality. Do as you promised,
26 so you may gain lasting fame, as people say, ‘The LORD of hosts is God over Israel!’

The dynasty of your servant David will be established before you,
27 for you, O LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, have told your servant, ‘I will build you

a dynastic house.’ That is why your servant has had the courage to pray this prayer to
you.

28Now, O sovereign LORD, you are the true God! May your words prove to be true!
You havemade this good promise to your servant!

29Now be willing to bless your servant’s dynasty so that it may stand permanently
before you, for you, O sovereign LORD, have spoken. By your blessing may your
servant’s dynasty be blessed on into the future!”

8
1Later David defeated the Philistines and subdued them. David tookMetheg Ammah

from the Philistines.
2He defeated the Moabites. He made them lie on the ground and then used a rope to

measure them off. He put two-thirds of them to death and spared the other third. The
Moabites became David’s subjects and brought tribute.

3David defeated King Hadadezer son of Rehob of Zobahwhen he came to reestablish
his authority over the Euphrates River.
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4 David seized from him 1,700 charioteers and 20,000 infantrymen. David cut the
hamstrings of all but a hundred of the chariot horses.

5TheArameans of Damascus came to help KingHadadezer of Zobah, but David killed
22,000 of the Arameans.

6David placed garrisons in the territory of the Arameans of Damascus; the Arameans
became David’s subjects and brought tribute. The LORD protected David wherever he
campaigned.

7 David took the golden shields that belonged to Hadadezer’s servants and brought
them to Jerusalem.

8FromTebahandBerothai, Hadadezer’s cities, KingDavid tookagreat deal of bronze.
9 When King Toi of Hamath heard that David had defeated the entire army of

Hadadezer,
10 he sent his son Joram to King David to extend his best wishes and to pronounce a

blessing onhim for his victory overHadadezer, for Toi hadbeen atwarwithHadadezer.
He brought with him various itemsmade of silver, gold, and bronze.

11King David dedicated these things to the LORD, along with the dedicated silver and
gold that he had taken from all the nations that he had subdued,

12 including Aram, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, and Amelek. This also
included some of the plunder taken from King Hadadezer son of Rehob of Zobah.

13Davidbecame famouswhenhe returned fromdefeating theArameans in theValley
of Salt, he defeated 18,000 in all.

14 He placed garrisons throughout Edom, and all the Edomites became David’s
subjects. The LORD protected David wherever he campaigned.

15David reigned over all Israel; he guaranteed justice for all his people.

David’s Cabinet
16 Joab son of Zeruiah was general in command of the army; Jehoshaphat son of

Ahilud was secretary;
17 Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech son of Abiathar were priests; Seraiah was

scribe;
18 Benaiah son of Jehoida supervised the Kerithites and Pelethites; and David’s sons

were priests.

9
1 Then David asked, “Is anyone still left from the family of Saul, so that I may extend

kindness to him for the sake of Jonathan?”
2 Now there was a servant from Saul’s house named Ziba, so he was summoned to

David. The king asked him, “Are you Ziba?” He replied, “At your service.”
3Theking asked, “Is therenot someone left fromSaul’s family, that Imay extendGod’s

kindness to him?” Ziba said to the king, “One of Jonathan’s sons is left; both of his feet
are crippled.”

4 The king asked him, “Where is he?” Ziba told the king, “He is at the house of Makir
son of Ammiel in Lo Debar.

5So King David had him brought from the house ofMakir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar.
6WhenMephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed low

with his face toward the ground. David said, “Mephibosheth?” He replied, “Yes, at your
service.”

7David said to him, “Don’t be afraid, because I will certainly extend kindness to you
for the sake of Jonathan your father. You will be a regular guest at my table.”

8 Then Mephibosheth bowed and said, “Of what importance am I, your servant, that
you show regard for a dead dog like me?”
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9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s attendant, and said to him, “Everything that
belonged to Saul and to his entire house I hereby give to yourmaster’s grandson.

10 You will cultivate the land for him – you and your sons and your servants. You
will bring its produce and it will be food for your master’s grandson to eat. But
Mephibosheth, yourmaster’s grandson, will be a regular guest at my table.” (Now Ziba
had fifteen sons and twenty servants.)

11 Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do everything that my lord the king has
instructed his servant to do.” SoMephiboshethwas a regular guest at David’s table, just
as though he were one of the king’s sons.

12Now Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica. All the members of
Ziba’s household wereMephibosheth’s servants.

13Mephiboshethwas living in Jerusalem, forhewas a regular guest at the king’s table.
But both his feet were crippled.

10
1Later the king of the Ammonites died and his son Hanun succeeded him.
2David said, “I will express my loyalty to Hanun son of Nahash just as his father was

loyal to me.” So David sent his servants with a message expressing sympathy over his
father’s death. When David’s servants entered the land of the Ammonites,

3 the Ammonite officials said to their lord Hanun, “Do you really think David is trying
to honor your father by sending these messengers to express his sympathy? No, David
has sent his servants to you to get information about the city and spy on it so they can
overthrow it!”

4SoHanun seizedDavid’s servants and shaved offhalf of each one’s beard. He cut the
lower part of their robes off so that their buttocks were exposed, and then sent them
away.

5Messengers toldDavidwhathadhappened, sohesummoned them, for themenwere
thoroughly humiliated. The king said, “Stay in Jericho until your beards have grown
again; then youmay come back.”

6When the Ammonites realized that David was disgusted with them, they sent and
hired 20,000 foot soldiers from Aram Beth Rehob and Aram Zobah, in addition to 1,000
men from the king of Maacah and 12,000men from Ish-tob.

7When David heard the news, he sent Joab and the entire army tomeet them.
8TheAmmonitesmarched out andwere deployed for battle at the entrance of the city

gate, while themen fromAramZobah, Rehob, Ish-tob, andMaacahwere by themselves
in the field.

9 When Joab saw that the battle would be fought on two fronts, he chose some of
Israel’s best men and deployed them against the Arameans.

10Heput his brother Abishai in charge of the rest of the army and theywere deployed
against the Ammonites.

11 Joab said, “If the Arameans start to overpower me, you come to my rescue. If the
Ammonites start to overpower you, I will come to your rescue.

12 Be strong! Let’s fight bravely for the sake of our people and the cities of our God!
The LORD will do what he decides is best!”

13 So Joab and his men marched out to do battle with the Arameans, and they fled
before him.

14When the Ammonites saw the Arameans flee, they fled before his brother Abishai
and went into the city. Joab withdrew from fighting the Ammonites and returned to
Jerusalem.

15When the Arameans realized that they had been defeated by Israel, they consoli-
dated their forces.



2 Samuel 10:16 378 2 Samuel 11:18

16 Then Hadadezer sent for Arameans from beyond the Euphrates River, and they
came to Helam. Shobach, the general in command of Hadadezer’s army, led them.

17When David was informed, he gathered all Israel, crossed the Jordan River, and
came toHelam. TheArameansdeployed their forcesagainstDavidand foughtwithhim.

18The Arameans fled before Israel. David killed 700 Aramean charioteers and 40,000
foot soldiers. He also struck down Shobach, the general in command of the army, who
died there.

19 When all the kings who were subject to Hadadezer saw they were defeated by
Israel, they made peace with Israel and became subjects of Israel. The Arameans were
no longer willing to help the Ammonites.

11
1 In the spring of the year, at the time when kings normally conduct wars, David sent

out Joab with his officers and the entire Israelite army. They defeated the Ammonites
and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed behind in Jerusalem.

2One evening David got up fromhis bed andwalked around on the roof of his palace.
From the roof he saw awoman bathing. Now this womanwas very attractive.

3 So David sent someone to inquire about the woman. Themessenger said, “Isn’t this
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”

4David sent somemessengers to get her. She came to him and he had sexual relations
with her. (Now at that time she was in the process of purifying herself from her
menstrual uncleanness.) Then she returned to her home.

5The woman conceived and then sent word to David saying, “I’mpregnant.”
6 So David sent a message to Joab that said, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab sent

Uriah to David.
7WhenUriah came to him, David asked about how Joab and the armywere doing and

how the campaign was going.
8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your home and relax.” When Uriah left the

palace, the king sent a gift to him.
9But Uriah stayed at the door of the palacewith all the servants of his lord. He did not

go down to his house.
10 So they informed David, “Uriah has not gone down to his house.” So David said to

Uriah, “Haven’t you just arrived from a journey? Why haven’t you gone down to your
house?”

11Uriah replied to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah reside in temporary shelters,
andmy lord Joab andmy lord’s soldiers are camping in the openfield. Should I go tomy
house to eat and drink and have marital relations with my wife? As surely as you are
alive, I will not do this thing!”

12So David said to Uriah, “Stay here another day. Tomorrow I will send you back.” So
Uriah stayed in Jerusalem both that day and the following one.

13ThenDavid summoned him. He ate and drankwith him, and got him drunk. But in
the evening he went out to sleep on his bed with the servants of his lord; he did not go
down to his own house.

14 In themorning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah.
15 In the letter he wrote: “Station Uriah in the thick of the battle and then withdraw

from him so he will be cut down and killed.”
16So as Joab keptwatch on the city, he stationedUriah at the placewhere he knew the

best enemy soldiers were.
17When the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, some of David’s soldiers

fell in battle. Uriah the Hittite also died.
18Then Joab sent a full battle report to David.
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19He instructed the messenger as follows: “When you finish giving the battle report
to the king,

20 if the king becomes angry and asks you, ‘Whydid you go so close to the city to fight?
Didn’t you realize they would shoot from the wall?

21Who struck down Abimelech the son of Jerub-Besheth? Didn’t a woman throw an
upper millstone down on him from the wall so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go
so close to the wall?’ just say to him, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.’ ”

22 So the messenger departed. When he arrived, he informed David of all the news
that Joab had sent with him.

23Themessenger said toDavid, “Themenoverpoweredusandattackedus in thefield.
But we forced them to retreat all the way to the door of the city gate.

24Then the archers shot at your servants from thewall and someof the king’s soldiers
died. Your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.”

25David said to the messenger, “Tell Joab, ‘Don’t let this thing upset you. There is no
way to anticipate whom the sword will cut down. Press the battle against the city and
conquer it.’ Encourage himwith these words.”

26When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband Uriah was dead, shemourned for him.
27 When the time of mourning passed, David had her brought to his palace. She

became his wife and she bore him a son. But what David had done upset the LORD.

12
1So theLORD sentNathan toDavid. Whenhe came toDavid, Nathan said, “Therewere

twomen in a certain city, one rich and the other poor.
2The richman had a great many flocks and herds.
3But the poor man had nothing except for a little lamb he had acquired. He raised it,

and it grew up alongside him and his children. It used to eat his food, drink from his
cup, and sleep in his arms. It was just like a daughter to him.

4 “When a traveler arrived at the rich man’s home, he did not want to use one of his
own sheep or cattle to feed the traveler who had come to visit him. Instead, he took the
poorman’s lamb and cooked it for themanwho had come to visit him.”

5ThenDavidbecameveryangryat thisman. He said toNathan, “As surely as theLORD
lives, the manwho did this deserves to die!

6Because he committed this cold-hearted crime, hemust pay for the lamb four times
over!”

7Nathan said to David, “You are that man! This is what the LORD God of Israel says: ‘I
chose you to be king over Israel and I rescued you from the hand of Saul.

8 I gave you your master’s house, and put your master’s wives into your arms. I also
gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all that somehow seems insignificant, I
would have given you somuchmore as well!

9Why have you shown contempt for the word of the LORD by doing evil in my sight?
You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and you have taken his wife as
your own! You have killed himwith the sword of the Ammonites.

10So now the swordwill never depart from your house. For you have despisedme by
taking the wife of Uriah the Hittite as your own!’

11 This is what the LORD says: ‘I am about to bring disaster on you from inside your
own household! Right before your eyes I will take your wives and hand them over to
your companion. He will have sexual relations with your wives in broad daylight!

12Although you have acted in secret, I will do this thing before all Israel, and in broad
daylight.’ ”

13ThenDavid exclaimed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD!” Nathan replied
to David, “Yes, and the LORD has forgiven your sin. You are not going to die.



2 Samuel 12:14 380 2 Samuel 13:3

14Nonetheless, because you have treated the LORDwith such contempt in thismatter,
the son who has been born to you will certainly die.”

15 Then Nathan went to his home. The LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife had
borne to David, and the child became very ill.

16ThenDavid prayed to God for the child and fasted. Hewould even go and spend the
night lying on the ground.

17The elders of his house stood over him and tried to lift him from the ground, but he
was unwilling, and refused to eat food with them.

18On the seventh day the child died. But the servants of David were afraid to inform
him that the child had died, for they said, “While the child was still alive he would not
listen to us when we spoke to him. How can we tell him that the child is dead? He will
do himself harm!”

19WhenDavid saw that his servantswerewhispering to one another, he realized that
the child was dead. So David asked his servants, “Is the child dead?” They replied, “Yes,
he’s dead.”

20 So David got up from the ground, bathed, put on oil, and changed his clothes. He
went to the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then, when he entered his palace, he
requested that food be brought to him, and he ate.

21His servants said to him, “What is this that you have done? While the childwas still
alive, you fasted andwept. Once the child was dead you got up and ate food!”

22 He replied, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept because I thought,
‘Perhaps the LORD will show pity and the child will live.

23 But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Am I able to bring him back? I will go to
him, but he cannot return to me!’ ”

24 So David comforted his wife Bathsheba. He went to her and had marital relations
with her. She gave birth to a son, and David named him Solomon. Now the LORD loved
the child

25 and sent word through Nathan the prophet that he should be named Jedidiah for
the LORD’s sake.

David’s Forces Defeat the Ammonites
26 So Joab fought against Rabbah of the Ammonites and captured the royal city.
27 Joab then sentmessengers toDavid, saying, “I have fought against Rabbahandhave

captured the water supply of the city.
28So nowassemble the rest of the army andbesiege the city and capture it. Otherwise

I will capture the city and it will be named for me.”
29 So David assembled all the army and went to Rabbah and fought against it and

captured it.
30He took the crown of their king fromhis head – it was gold, weighed about seventy-

five pounds, and held a precious stone – and it was placed onDavid’s head. He also took
from the city a great deal of plunder.

31Heremoved thepeoplewhowere in it andmade themdohard laborwith saws, iron
picks, and iron axes, putting them to work at the brick kiln. This was his policy with all
the Ammonite cities. Then David and all the army returned to Jerusalem.

13
1NowDavid’s son Absalomhad a beautiful sister named Tamar. In the course of time

David’s son Amnon fell madly in love with her.
2But Amnon became frustrated because hewas so lovesick over his sister Tamar. For

she was a virgin, and to Amnon it seemed out of the question to do anything to her.
3 Now Amnon had a friend named Jonadab, the son of David’s brother Shimeah.

Jonadab was a very crafty man.
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4He asked Amnon, “Why are you, the king’s son, so depressed every morning? Can’t
you tell me?” So Amnon said to him, “I’m in love with Tamar the sister of my brother
Absalom.”

5 Jonadab replied to him, “Lie down on your bed and pretend to be sick. When your
father comes in to see you, say to him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar come in so she can fix
some food for me. Let her prepare the food in my sight so I can watch. Then I will eat
from her hand.’ ”

6 So Amnon lay down and pretended to be sick. When the king came in to see him,
Amnon said to the king, “Please let my sister Tamar come in so she can make a couple
of cakes inmy sight. Then I will eat from her hand.”

7 So David sent Tamar to the house saying, “Please go to the house of Amnon your
brother and prepare some food for him.”

8 So Tamar went to the house of Amnon her brother, who was lying down. She took
the dough, kneaded it, made some cakes while he watched, and baked them.

9But when she took the pan and set it before him, he refused to eat. Instead Amnon
said, “Get everyone out of here!” So everyone left.

10Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the cakes into the bedroom; then I will eat from
your hand.” So Tamar took the cakes that she had prepared and brought them to her
brother Amnon in the bedroom.

11As she brought them to him to eat, he grabbed her and said to her, “Come on! Get in
bed withme, my sister!”

12 But she said to him, “No, my brother! Don’t humiliate me! This just isn’t done in
Israel! Don’t do this foolish thing!

13How could I ever be rid of my humiliation? And you would be considered one of
the fools in Israel! Just speak to the king, for he will not withholdme from you.”

14But he refused to listen to her. He overpowered her and humiliated her by raping
her.

15 Then Amnon greatly despised her. His disdain toward her surpassed the love he
had previously felt toward her. Amnon said to her, “Get up and leave!”

16 But she said to him, “No I won’t, for sending me away now would be worse than
what you did to me earlier!” But he refused to listen to her.

17He called his personal attendant and said to him, “Take this woman out ofmy sight
and lock the door behind her!”

18 (Now shewaswearing a long robe, for this is what the king’s virgin daughters used
to wear.) So Amnon’s attendant removed her and bolted the door behind her.

19Then Tamar put ashes on her head and tore the long robe shewaswearing. She put
her hands on her head andwent on her way, wailing as she went.

20 Her brother Absalom said to her, “Was Amnon your brother with you? Now be
quiet, my sister. He is your brother. Don’t take it so seriously!” Tamar, devastated, lived
in the house of her brother Absalom.

21Now King David heard about all these things and was very angry.
22But Absalom said nothing to Amnon, either bad or good, yet AbsalomhatedAmnon

because he had humiliated his sister Tamar.
AbsalomHas Amnon Put to Death

23 Two years later Absalom’s sheepshearers were in Baal Hazor, near Ephraim.
Absalom invited all the king’s sons.

24Then Absalomwent to the king and said, “My shearers have begun their work. Let
the king and his servants go withme.”

25But theking said toAbsalom, “No,my son. We shouldn’t all go. We shouldn’t burden
you in that way.” Though Absalom pressed him, the king was not willing to go. Instead,
David blessed him.
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26Then Absalom said, “If youwill not go, then letmy brother Amnon gowith us.” The
king replied to him, “Why should he go with you?”

27But when Absalom pressed him, he sent Amnon and all the king’s sons along with
him.

28 Absalom instructed his servants, “Look! When Amnon is drunk and I say to you,
‘Strike Amnon down,’ kill him then and there. Don’t fear! Is it not I who have given you
these instructions? Be strong and courageous!”

29 So Absalom’s servants did to Amnon exactly what Absalom had instructed. Then
all the king’s sons got up; each one rode away on his mule and fled.

30While they were still on their way, the following report reached David: “Absalom
has killed all the king’s sons; not one of them is left!”

31Then the king stood up and tore his garments and lay down on the ground. All his
servants were standing there with torn garments as well.

32 Jonadab, the son of David’s brother Shimeah, said, “My lord should not say, ‘They
have killed all the youngmenwho are the king’s sons.’ For only Amnon is dead. This is
what Absalom has talked about from the day that Amnon humiliated his sister Tamar.

33Nowdon’t letmy lord the king be concerned about the report that has come saying,
‘All the king’s sons are dead.’ It is only Amnonwho is dead.”

34 In the meantime Absalom fled. When the servant who was the watchman looked
up, he sawmany people coming from the west on a road beside the hill.

35 Jonadab said to the king, “Look! The king’s sons have come! It’s just as I said!”
36 Just as he finished speaking, the king’s sons arrived, wailing andweeping. The king

and all his servants wept loudly as well.
37But Absalom fled and went to King Talmai son of Ammihud of Geshur. And David

grieved over his son every day.
38After Absalom fled andwent to Geshur, he remained there for three years.
39The king longed to go to Absalom, for he had since been consoled over the death of

Amnon.

14
1Now Joab son of Zeruiah realized that the king longed to see Absalom.
2 So Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman. He told her, “Pretend

to be in mourning and put on garments for mourning. Don’t anoint yourself with oil.
Instead, act like a womanwho has beenmourning for the dead for some time.

3Go to the king and speak to him in the following fashion.” Then Joab told her what
to say.

4So the Tekoanwomanwent to the king. She boweddownwithher face to the ground
in deference to him and said, “Please help me, O king!”

5 The king replied to her, “What do you want?” She answered, “I am a widow; my
husband is dead.

6Your servant has two sons. When the two of them got into a fight in the field, there
was no one present who could intervene. One of them struck the other and killed him.

7 Now the entire family has risen up against your servant, saying, ‘Turn over the
one who struck down his brother, so that we can execute him and avenge the death
of his brother whom he killed. In so doing we will also destroy the heir.’ They want to
extinguish my remaining coal, leaving no one on the face of the earth to carry on the
name of my husband.”

8Then the king told thewoman, “Go to your home. I will give instructions concerning
your situation.”

9The Tekoanwoman said to the king, “My lord the king, let any blame fall onme and
on the house of my father. But let the king and his throne be innocent!”
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10The king said, “Bring tomewhoever speaks to you, andhewon’t bother you again!”
11She replied, “In that case, let the king invoke the name of the LORD your God so that

the avenger of blood may not kill! Then they will not destroy my son!” He replied, “As
surely as the LORD lives, not a single hair of your son’s head will fall to the ground.”

12 Then the woman said, “Please permit your servant to speak to my lord the king
about another matter.” He replied, “Tell me.”

13Thewoman said, “Why have you devised something like this against God’s people?
When the king speaks in this fashion, he makes himself guilty, for the king has not
brought back the one he has banished.

14 Certainly we must die, and are like water spilled on the ground that cannot be
gathered up again. But God does not take away life; instead he devises ways for the
banished to be restored.

15 I have now come to speak with my lord the king about this matter, because the
people have made me fearful. But your servant said, ‘I will speak to the king! Perhaps
the king will do what his female servant asks.

16Yes! The king may listen and deliver his female servant from the hand of the man
who seeks to remove bothme andmy son from the inheritance God has given us!’

17So your servant said, ‘May the word of my lord the king bemy security, for my lord
the king is like the angel of God when it comes to deciding between right and wrong!
May the LORD your God be with you!’ ”

18Then the king replied to the woman, “Don’t hide any information fromme when I
question you.” The woman said, “Let my lord the king speak!”

19The king said, “Did Joab put you up to all of this?” Thewoman answered, “As surely
as you live, my lord the king, there is no deviation to the right or to the left from all that
my lord the king has said. For your servant Joab gave me instructions. He has put all
these words in your servant’s mouth.

20 Your servant Joab did this so as to change this situation. But my lord has wisdom
like that of the angel of God, and knows everything that is happening in the land.”

21 Then the king said to Joab, “All right! I will do this thing! Go and bring back the
youngman Absalom!

22Then Joabboweddownwithhis face toward the groundand thanked the king. Joab
said, “Today your servant knows that I have found favor in your sight, my lord the king,
because the king has granted the request of your servant!”

23 So Joab got up andwent to Geshur and brought Absalom back to Jerusalem.
24But the king said, “Let him go over to his own house. He may not see my face.” So

Absalomwent over to his own house; he did not see the king’s face.
25Now in all Israel everyone acknowledged that there was no man as handsome as

Absalom. From the sole of his feet to the top of his head he was perfect in appearance.
26When hewould shave his head – at the end of every year he used to shave his head,

for it grew too long andhewould shave it –heused toweigh the hair of his head at three
pounds according to the king’s weight.

27Absalomhad three sons and one daughter, whose namewas Tamar. Shewas a very
attractive woman.

28Absalom lived in Jerusalem for two years without seeing the king’s face.
29Then Absalom sent a message to Joab asking him to send him to the king, but Joab

was not willing to come to him. So he sent a secondmessage to him, but he still was not
willing to come.

30So he said to his servants, “Look, Joab has a portion of field adjacent tomine and he
has some barley there. Go and set it on fire.” So Absalom’s servants set Joab’s portion of
the field on fire.



2 Samuel 14:31 384 2 Samuel 15:17

31 Then Joab got up and came to Absalom’s house. He said to him, “Why did your
servants set my portion of field on fire?”

32Absalom said to Joab, “Look, I sent amessage to you saying, ‘Comehere so that I can
send you to the king with this message: “Why have I come from Geshur? It would be
better for me if I were still there.” ’ Let me now see the face of the king. If I am at fault,
let him put me to death!”

33 So Joab went to the king and informed him. The king summoned Absalom, and he
came to theking. Absalomboweddownbefore thekingwithhis face toward the ground
and the king kissed him.

15
1 Some time later Absalom managed to acquire a chariot and horses, as well as fifty

men to serve as his royal guard.
2NowAbsalomused to get up early and stand beside the road that led to the city gate.

Whenever anyone came by who had a complaint to bring to the king for arbitration,
Absalomwould call out to him, “What city are you from?” The personwould answer, “I,
your servant, am from one of the tribes of Israel.”

3Absalomwould then say to him, “Look, your claims are legitimate and appropriate.
But there is no representative of the king whowill listen to you.”

4 Absalom would then say, “If only they would make me a judge in the land! Then
everyone who had a judicial complaint could come to me and I would make sure he
receives a just settlement.”

5Whensomeoneapproached tobowbeforehim,Absalomwould extendhishandand
embrace him and kiss him.

6Absalom acted this way toward everyone in Israel who came to the king for justice.
In this way Absalomwon the loyalty of the citizens of Israel.

7After four years Absalom said to the king, “Letme go and repaymy vow that I made
to the LORD while I was in Hebron.

8 For I made this vow when I was living in Geshur in Aram: ‘If the LORD really does
allowme to return to Jerusalem, I will serve the LORD.’ ”

9The king replied to him, “Go in peace.” So Absalom got up andwent to Hebron.
10Then Absalom sent spies through all the tribes of Israel who said, “When you hear

the sound of the horn, youmay assume that Absalom rules in Hebron.”
11Now two hundred men had gone with Absalom from Jerusalem. Since they were

invited, they went naively and were unaware of what Absalomwas planning.
12While he was offering sacrifices, Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s

adviser, to come from his city, Giloh. The conspiracy was gaining momentum, and the
people were starting to side with Absalom.

David Flees from Jerusalem
13 Then a messenger came to David and reported, “The men of Israel are loyal to

Absalom!”
14 So David said to all his servants who were with him in Jerusalem, “Come on! Let’s

escape! Otherwise no one will be delivered from Absalom! Go immediately, or else he
will quickly overtake us and bring disaster on us and kill the city’s residents with the
sword.”

15 The king’s servants replied to the king, “We will do whatever our lord the king
decides.”

16 So the king and all the members of his royal court set out on foot, though the king
left behind ten concubines to attend to the palace.

17The king and all the people set out on foot, pausing at a spot some distance away.
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18 All his servants were leaving with him, along with all the Kerethites, all the
Pelethites, and all theGittites – some six hundredmenwhohad comeon foot fromGath.
They were leaving with the king.

19Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why should you come with us? Go back and
stay with the new king, for you are a foreigner and an exile from your own country.

20 It seems like you arrived just yesterday. Today should I make you wander around
by going with us? I go where I must go. But as for you, go back and take your menwith
you. May genuine loyal love protect you!”

21 But Ittai replied to the king, “As surely as the LORD lives and as my lord the king
lives, wherever my lord the king is, whether dead or alive, there I will be as well!”

22 So David said to Ittai, “Come along then.” So Ittai the Gittite went along, accompa-
nied by all his men and all the dependents whowere with him.

23All the land was weeping loudly as all these people were leaving. As the king was
crossing over the Kidron Valley, all the peoplewere leaving on the road that leads to the
desert.

24Zadok and all the Leviteswhowerewith himwere carrying the ark of the covenant
of God. When they positioned the ark of God, Abiathar offered sacrifices until all the
people had finished leaving the city.

25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Take the ark of God back to the city. If I find favor
in the LORD’s sight he will bring me back and enable me to see both it and his dwelling
place again.

26However, if he should say, ‘I do not take pleasure in you,’ then he will deal with me
in a way that he considers appropriate.”

27The king said to Zadok the priest, “Are you a seer? Go back to the city in peace! Your
son Ahimaaz and Abiathar’s son Jonathanmay go with you and Abiathar.

28Look, I will be waiting at the fords of the desert until word from you reaches me.”
29 So Zadok and Abiathar took the ark of God back to Jerusalem and remained there.
30As David was going up the Mount of Olives, he was weeping as he went; his head

was covered and his feet were bare. All the people who were with him also had their
heads covered andwere weeping as they went up.

31NowDavidhadbeen told, “Ahithophelhas sidedwith the conspiratorswhoarewith
Absalom. So David prayed, “Make the advice of Ahithophel foolish, O LORD!”

32WhenDavid reached the summit, where he used toworshipGod, Hushai theArkite
met himwith his clothes torn and dirt on his head.

33David said to him, “If you leave withme youwill be a burden tome.
34But youwill be able to counter theadvice ofAhithophel if yougoback to the city and

say to Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king! Previously I was your father’s servant,
and now I will be your servant.’

35 Zadok and Abiathar the priests will be there with you. Everything you hear in the
king’s palace youmust tell Zadok and Abiathar the priests.

36 Furthermore, their two sons are there with them, Zadok’s son Ahimaaz and
Abiathar’s son Jonathan. Youmust send them tomewith any information you hear.”

37SoDavid’s friendHushaiarrived in thecity, just asAbsalomwasentering Jerusalem.

16
1When David had gone a short way beyond the summit, Ziba the servant of Mephi-

bosheth was there to meet him. He had a couple of donkeys that were saddled, and on
themwere two hundred loaves of bread, a hundred raisin cakes, a hundred baskets of
summer fruit, and a container of wine.
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2The king asked Ziba, “Why did you bring these things?” Ziba replied, “The donkeys
are for the king’s family to ride on, the loaves of bread and the summer fruit are for the
attendants to eat, and the wine is for those who get exhausted in the desert.”

3 The king asked, “Where is your master’s grandson?” Ziba replied to the king, “He
remains in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will give back to me my
grandfather’s kingdom.’ ”

4 The king said to Ziba, “Everything that was Mephibosheth’s now belongs to you.”
Ziba replied, “I bow before you. May I find favor in your sight, my lord the king.”

Shimei Curses David andHisMen
5ThenKingDavid reachedBahurim. Thereaman fromSaul’s extended familynamed

Shimei son of Gera came out, yelling curses as he approached.
6He threw stones at David and all of King David’s servants, as well as all the people

and the soldiers whowere on his right and on his left.
7As he yelled curses, Shimei said, “Leave! Leave! Youman of bloodshed, you wicked

man!
8 The LORD has punished you for all the spilled blood of the house of Saul, in whose

place you rule. Now theLORDhas given the kingdom into thehandof your sonAbsalom.
Disaster has overtaken you, for you are aman of bloodshed!”

9 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my
lord the king? Let me go over and cut off his head!”

10But the king said, “What do we have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? If he curses
because the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David!’, who can say to him, ‘Why have you
done this?’ ”

11Then David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “My own son, my very own flesh
and blood, is trying to take my life. So also now this Benjaminite! Leave him alone so
that he can curse, for the LORD has spoken to him.

12Perhaps the LORDwill noticemyaffliction and this day grantme good in place of his
curse.”

13 So David and his men went on their way. But Shimei kept going along the side of
the hill opposite him, yelling curses as he threw stones and dirt at them.

14 The king and all the people who were with him arrived exhausted at their
destination, where David refreshed himself.

The Advice of Ahithophel
15NowwhenAbsalom and all themen of Israel arrived in Jerusalem, Ahithophel was

with him.
16WhenDavid’s friendHushai theArkite came toAbsalom,Hushai said to him, “Long

live the king! Long live the king!”
17Absalom said to Hushai, “Do you call this loyalty to your friend? Why didn’t you go

with your friend?”
18 Hushai replied to Absalom, “No, I will be loyal to the one whom the LORD, these

people, and all the men of Israel have chosen.
19Moreover, whom should I serve? Should it not be his son? Just as I served your

father, so I will serve you.”
20Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give us your advice. What should we do?”
21Ahithophel replied to Absalom, “Have sex with your father’s concubines whom he

left to care for the palace. All Israel will hear that you have made yourself repulsive to
your father. Then your followers will be motivated to support you.”

22So theypitcheda tent forAbsalomontheroof, andAbsalomhadsexwithhis father’s
concubines in the sight of all Israel.



2 Samuel 16:23 387 2 Samuel 17:20

23 In those days Ahithophel’s advice was considered as valuable as a prophetic
revelation. Both David and Absalom highly regarded the advice of Ahithophel.

17
1Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Let me pick out twelve thousand men. Then I will go

and pursue David this very night.
2When I catch up with him he will be exhausted and worn out. I will rout him, and

the entire army that is with himwill flee. I will kill only the king
3 and will bring the entire army back to you. In exchange for the life of the man you

are seeking, you will get back everyone. The entire armywill return unharmed.”
4This seemed like a good idea to Absalom and to all the leaders of Israel.
5But Absalom said, “Call for Hushai the Arkite, and let’s hear what he has to say.”
6 So Hushai came to Absalom. Absalom said to him, “Here is what Ahithophel has

advised. Should we follow his advice? If not, what would you recommend?”
7Hushai replied to Absalom, “Ahithophel’s advice is not sound this time.”
8Hushai went on to say, “You know your father and his men – they are soldiers and

are as dangerous as a bear out in thewild that has been robbed of her cubs. Your father
is an experienced soldier; he will not stay overnight with the army.

9 At this very moment he is hiding out in one of the caves or in some other similar
place. If it should turn out that he attacks our troops first, whoever hears about it will
say, ‘Absalom’s army has been slaughtered!’

10 If that happens even the bravest soldier – one who is lion-hearted – will virtually
melt away. For all Israel knows that your father is a warrior and that those who are
with him are brave.

11My advice therefore is this: Let all Israel from Dan to Beer Sheba – in number like
the sand by the sea! – bemustered to you, and you lead them personally into battle.

12We will come against him wherever he happens to be found. We will descend on
him like the dew falls on the ground. Neither he nor any of the men who are with him
will be spared alive – not one of them!

13 If he regroups in a city, all Israel will take up ropes to that city and drag it down to
the valley, so that not a single pebble will be left there!”

14 Then Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The advice of Hushai the Arkite
sounds better than the advice of Ahithophel.” Now the LORD had decided to frustrate
the sound advice of Ahithophel, so that the LORD could bring disaster on Absalom.

15ThenHushai reported to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, “Here is what Ahithophel
has advised Absalom and the leaders of Israel to do, and here is what I have advised.

16Now sendword quickly to David andwarn him, “Don’t spend the night at the fords
of the desert tonight. Instead, be sure you cross over, or else the king and everyonewho
is with himmay be overwhelmed.”

17Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying in En Rogel. A female servant would go
and inform them, and they would then go and inform King David. It was not advisable
for them to be seen going into the city.

18But a young man saw them on one occasion and informed Absalom. So the two of
them quickly departed andwent to the house of aman in Bahurim. Therewas awell in
his courtyard, and they got down in it.

19His wife then took the covering and spread it over the top of the well and scattered
some grain over it. No one was aware of what she had done.

20When the servants of Absalom approached the woman at her home, they asked,
“Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” The woman replied to them, “They crossed
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over the stream.” Absalom’s men searched but did not find them, so they returned to
Jerusalem.

21After the men had left, Ahimaaz and Jonathan climbed out of the well. Then they
left and informedKingDavid. TheyadvisedDavid, “Getupandcross the streamquickly,
for Ahithophel has devised a plan to catch you.”

22SoDavid and all the peoplewhowerewith himgot up and crossed the JordanRiver.
By dawn there was not one person left who had not crossed the Jordan.

23When Ahithophel realized that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his
donkeyand returned tohis house inhis hometown. After settinghis household inorder,
he hanged himself. So he died andwas buried in the grave of his father.

24Meanwhile David had gone to Mahanaim, while Absalom and all the men of Israel
had crossed the Jordan River.

25Absalom hadmade Amasa general in command of the army in place of Joab. (Now
Amasa was the son of an Israelite man named Jether, who had married Abigail the
daughter of Nahash and sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother.)

26The army of Israel and Absalom camped in the land of Gilead.
27 When David came to Mahanaim, Shobi the son of Nahash from Rabbah of the

Ammonites, Makir the son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite from
Rogelim

28 brought bedding, basins, and pottery utensils. They also brought food for David
and all who were with him, including wheat, barley, flour, roasted grain, beans, lentils,

29 honey, curds, flocks, and cheese. For they said, “The people are no doubt hungry,
tired, and thirsty there in the desert.”

18
1David assembled the army that was with him. He appointed leaders of thousands

and leaders of hundreds.
2David then sent out the army – a thirdunder the leadership of Joab, a thirdunder the

leadership of Joab’s brother Abishai son of Zeruiah, and a third under the leadership of
Ittai the Gittite. The king said to the troops, “I too will indeedmarch out with you.”

3 But the soldiers replied, “You should not do this! For if we should have to make a
rapid retreat, they won’t be too concerned about us. Even if half of us should die, they
won’t be too concerned about us. But you are like ten thousand of us! So it is better if
you remain in the city for support.”

4Then the king said to them, “I will do whatever seems best to you.”
So the king stayed beside the city gate, while all the army marched out by hundreds

and by thousands.
5 The king gave this order to Joab, Abishai, and Ittai: “For my sake deal gently with

the youngmanAbsalom.” Now the entire armywas listeningwhen the king gave all the
leaders this order concerning Absalom.

6Then the armymarched out to the field to fight against Israel. The battle took place
in the forest of Ephraim.

7Thearmyof Israelwasdefeated there byDavid’smen. The slaughter therewas great
that day – 20,000 soldiers were killed.

8The battle therewas spread out over thewhole area, and the forest consumedmore
soldiers than the sword devoured that day.

9 Then Absalom happened to come across David’s men. Now as Absalom was riding
on his mule, it went under the branches of a large oak tree. His head got caught in the
oak and he was suspended inmidair, while themule he had been riding kept going.
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10Whenoneof themensawthis, he reported it to Joab saying, “I sawAbsalomhanging
in an oak tree.

11 Joab replied to themanwhowas telling him this, “What! You saw this? Why didn’t
you strike him down right on the spot? I would have given you ten pieces of silver and
a commemorative belt!”

12 The man replied to Joab, “Even if I were receiving a thousand pieces of silver, I
would not strike the king’s son! In our very presence the king gave this order to you
and Abishai and Ittai, ‘Protect the youngman Absalom for my sake.’

13 If I had acted at risk of my own life – and nothing is hidden from the king! – you
would have abandonedme.”

14 Joab replied, “I will not wait around like this for you!” He took three spears in his
hand and thrust them into the middle of Absalomwhile he was still alive in the middle
of the oak tree.

15Then ten soldierswhowere Joab’s armor bearers struck Absalomandfinished him
off.

16Then Joab blew the trumpet and the army turned back fromchasing Israel, for Joab
had called for the army to halt.

17They took Absalom, threw him into a large pit in the forest, and stacked a huge pile
of stones over him. In themeantime all the Israelite soldiers fled to their homes.

18 Prior to this Absalom had set up a monument and dedicated it to himself in the
King’s Valley, reasoning “I have no son who will carry on my name.” He named the
monument after himself, and to this day it is known as Absalom’s Memorial.

David Learns of Absalom’s Death
19Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Let me run and give the king the good news

that the LORD has vindicated him before his enemies.”
20 But Joab said to him, “You will not be a bearer of good news today. You will bear

good news some other day, but not today, for the king’s son is dead.”
21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go and tell the king what you have seen.” After

bowing to Joab, the Cushite ran off.
22Ahimaaz the son of Zadok again spoke to Joab, “Whatever happens, let me go after

the Cushite.” But Joab said, “Why is it that you want to go, my son? You have no good
news that will bring you a reward.”

23But he said, “Whatever happens, I want to go!” So Joab said to him, “Then go!” So
Ahimaaz ran by the way of the Jordan plain, and he passed the Cushite.

24NowDavidwas sitting between the inner and outer gates, and thewatchmanwent
up to the roof over the gate at the wall. When he looked, he saw a man running by
himself.

25 So the watchman called out and informed the king. The king said, “If he is by
himself, he brings good news.” The runner came ever closer.

26 Then the watchman saw another man running. The watchman called out to the
gatekeeper, “There is anotherman running by himself.” The king said, “This one also is
bringing good news.”

27Thewatchmansaid, “It appears tome that thefirst runner isAhimaazsonofZadok.”
The king said, “He is a goodman, and he comes with good news.”

28Then Ahimaaz called out and said to the king, “Greetings!” He bowed down before
the king with his face toward the ground and said, “May the LORD your God be praised
because he has defeated themenwho opposedmy lord the king!”

29Theking replied, “How is theyoungmanAbsalom?” Ahimaaz replied, “I sawagreat
deal of confusionwhen Joabwas sending the king’s servant andme, your servant, but I
don’t knowwhat it was all about.”

30Theking said, “Turnasideand takeyourplacehere.” Sohe turnedasideandwaited.
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31 Then the Cushite arrived and said, “May my lord the king now receive the good
news! The LORD has vindicated you today and delivered you from the hand of all who
have rebelled against you!”

32The king asked the Cushite, “How is the youngmanAbsalom?” The Cushite replied,
“May the enemies of my lord the king and all who have plotted against you be like that
youngman!”

33The king then became very upset. He went up to the upper room over the gate and
wept. As he went he said, “My son, Absalom! My son, my son, Absalom! If only I could
have died in your place! Absalom, my son, my son!”

19
1 Joab was told, “The king is weeping andmourning over Absalom.”
2 So the victory of that day was turned to mourning as far as all the people were

concerned. For the people heard on that day, “The king is grieved over his son.”
3That day the people stole away to go to the city theway peoplewho are embarrassed

steal away in fleeing from battle.
4The king covered his face and cried out loudly, “My son, Absalom! Absalom,my son,

my son!”
5 So Joab visited the king at his home. He said, “Today you have embarrassed all

your servants who have saved your life this day, as well as the lives of your sons, your
daughters, your wives, and your concubines.

6 You seem to love your enemies and hate your friends! For you have as much as
declared today that leaders and servants don’t matter to you. I realize now that if
Absalomwere alive and all of us were dead today, it would be all right with you.

7 So get up now and go out and give some encouragement to your servants. For I
swear by the LORD that if you don’t go out there, not a single man will stay here with
you tonight! This disaster will be worse for you than any disaster that has overtaken
you from your youth right to the present time!”

8 So the king got up and sat at the city gate. When all the people were informed that
the king was sitting at the city gate, they all came before him.

David Goes Back to Jerusalem
But the Israelite soldiers had all fled to their own homes.
9 All the people throughout all the tribes of Israel were arguing among themselves

saying, “The king delivered us from the hand of our enemies. He rescued us from the
hand of the Philistines, but now he has fled from the land because of Absalom.

10But Absalom,whomweanointed as our king, has died in battle. So nowwhydo you
hesitate to bring the king back?”

11 Then King David sent a message to Zadok and Abiathar the priests saying, “Tell
the elders of Judah, ‘Why should you delay any further in bringing the king back to his
palace, when everything Israel is saying has come to the king’s attention.

12 You are my brothers – my very own flesh and blood! Why should you delay any
further in bringing the king back?’

13Say toAmasa, ‘Are younotmyflesh andblood? Godwill punishme severely, if from
this time on you are not the commander of my army in place of Joab!’ ”

14Hewon over the hearts of all themen of Judah as though theywere oneman. Then
they sent word to the king saying, “Return, you and all your servants as well.”

15 So the king returned and came to the Jordan River.
Now the people of Judahhad come toGilgal tomeet the king and to help him cross the

Jordan.
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16Shimei sonofGera theBenjaminite fromBahurimcamedownquicklywith themen
of Judah tomeet King David.

17There were a thousandmen from Benjamin with him, along with Ziba the servant
of Saul’s household, andwith him his fifteen sons and twenty servants. They hurriedly
crossed the Jordan within sight of the king.

18 They crossed at the ford in order to help the king’s household cross and to do
whatever he thought appropriate.
Now after he had crossed the Jordan, Shimei son of Gera threw himself down before

the king.
19He said to the king, “Don’t think badly of me, my lord, and don’t recall the sin of

your servant on the day when you, my lord the king, left Jerusalem! Please don’t call it
to mind!

20For I, your servant, know that I sinned, and I have come today as the first of all the
house of Joseph to come down tomeet my lord the king.”

21Abishai son of Zeruiah replied, “For this should not Shimei be put to death? After
all, he cursed the LORD’s anointed!”

22 But David said, “What do we have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? You are like
my enemy today! Should anyone be put to death in Israel today? Don’t you realize that
today I am king over Israel?”

23The king said to Shimei, “Youwon’t die.” The king vowed an oath concerning this.
24Now Mephibosheth, Saul’s grandson, came down to meet the king. From the day

the king had left until the day he safely returned, Mephibosheth had not cared for his
feet nor trimmed his mustache nor washed his clothes.

25When he came from Jerusalem to meet the king, the king asked him, “Why didn’t
you go withme, Mephibosheth?”

26Hereplied, “Mylord theking,myservantdeceivedme! I said, ‘Letmegetmydonkey
saddled so that I can ride on it and go with the king,’ for I am lame.

27But my servant has slandered me to my lord the king. But my lord the king is like
an angel of God. Do whatever seems appropriate to you.

28 After all, there was no one in the entire house of my grandfather who did not
deserve death from my lord the king. But instead you allowed me to eat at your own
table! What further claim do I have to ask the king for anything?”

29Then the king replied tohim, “Whyshould you continue speaking like this? Youand
Ziba will inherit the field together.”

30Mephibosheth said to the king, “Let himhave thewhole thing! My lord the king has
returned safely to his house!”

31 Now when Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim, he crossed the
Jordan with the king so he could send him on his way from there.

32But Barzillai was very old – eighty years old, in fact – and he had taken care of the
king when he stayed inMahanaim, for he was a very richman.

33 So the king said to Barzillai, “Cross over with me, and I will take care of you while
you are withme in Jerusalem.”

34Barzillai replied to the king, “Howmany days do I have left to my life, that I should
go up with the king to Jerusalem?

35 I am presently eighty years old. Am I able to discern good and bad? Can I taste
what I eat and drink? Am I still able to hear the voices ofmale and female singers? Why
should I continue to be a burden tomy lord the king?

36 I will cross the Jordan with the king and go a short distance. Why should the king
rewardme in this way?
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37Let me return so that I may die in my own city near the grave of my father andmy
mother. But look, here is your servant Kimham. Let him cross over with my lord the
king. Do for himwhatever seems appropriate to you.”

38The king replied, “Kimhamwill cross over withme, and I will do for himwhatever
I deem appropriate. And whatever you choose, I will do for you.”

39 So all the people crossed the Jordan, as did the king. After the king had kissed him
and blessed him, Barzillai returned to his home.

40When the king crossed over to Gilgal, Kimham crossed over with him. Now all the
soldiers of Judah alongwith half of the soldiers of Israel had helped the king cross over.

41 Then all the men of Israel began coming to the king. They asked the king, “Why
did our brothers, the men of Judah, sneak the king away and help the king and his
household cross the Jordan – and not only him but all of David’s men as well?”

42 All the men of Judah replied to the men of Israel, “Because the king is our close
relative! Why are you so upset about this? Have we eaten at the king’s expense? Or
have wemisappropriated anything for our own use?”

43Themen of Israel replied to themen of Judah, “Wehave ten shares in the king, and
we have a greater claim on David than you do! Why do you want to curse us? Weren’t
we the first to suggest bringing back our king?” But the comments of the men of Judah
weremore severe than those of themen of Israel.

20
1Now awickedman named Sheba son of Bicri, a Benjaminite, happened to be there.

He blew the trumpet and said,
“We have no share in David;
we have no inheritance in this son of Jesse!
Everyman go home, O Israel!”

2So all themen of Israel deserted David and followed Sheba son of Bicri. But themen
of Judah stuck by their king all the way from the Jordan River to Jerusalem.

3ThenDavidwent tohis palace in Jerusalem. Theking took the ten concubineshehad
left to care for the palace and placed themunder confinement. Though he provided for
their needs, he did not have sexual relationswith them. They remained in confinement
until the day they died, living out the rest of their lives as widows.

4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call the men of Judah together for me in three days,
and you be present here with them too.”

5 So Amasa went out to call Judah together. But in doing so he took longer than the
time that the king had allotted him.

6ThenDavid said toAbishai, “NowSheba sonofBicriwill cause greater disaster for us
than Absalom did! Take your lord’s servants and pursue him. Otherwise hewill secure
fortified cities for himself and get away from us.”

7 So Joab’s men, accompanied by the Kerethites, the Pelethites, and all the warriors,
left Jerusalem to pursue Sheba son of Bicri.

8When theywere near the big rock that is in Gibeon, Amasa came to them. Now Joab
was dressed in military attire and had a dagger in its sheath belted to his waist. When
he advanced, it fell out.

9 Joab said to Amasa, “How are you, my brother?” With his right hand Joab took hold
of Amasa’s beard as if to greet himwith a kiss.

10Amasadidnot protect himself from theknife in Joab’s otherhand, and Joab stabbed
him in the abdomen, causing Amasa’s intestines to spill out on the ground. There was
no need to stab him again; the first blow was fatal. Then Joab and his brother Abishai
pursued Sheba son of Bicri.
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11 One of Joab’s soldiers who stood over Amasa said, “Whoever is for Joab and
whoever is for David, follow Joab!”

12Amasawas squirming in his own blood in themiddle of the path, and thisman had
noticed that all the soldiers stopped. Having noticed that everyone who came across
Amasa stopped, the man pulled him away from the path and into the field and threw a
garment over him.

13 Once he had removed Amasa from the path, everyone followed Joab to pursue
Sheba son of Bicri.

14 Sheba traveled through all the tribes of Israel to Abel of Beth Maacah and all the
Berite region. When they had assembled, they too joined him.

15 So Joab’s men came and laid siege against him in Abel of Beth Maacah. They
prepared a siege ramp outside the city which stood against its outer rampart. As all
of Joab’s soldiers were trying to break through the wall so that it would collapse,

16a wise woman called out from the city, “Listen up! Listen up! Tell Joab, ‘Come near
so that I may speak to you.’ ”

17Whenheapproachedher, thewomanasked, “Areyou Joab?” Hereplied, “I am.” She
said to him, “Listen to the words of your servant.” He said, “Go ahead. I’m listening.”

18 She said, “In the past they would always say, ‘Let them inquire in Abel,’ and that is
how they settled things.

19 I represent the peaceful and the faithful in Israel. You are attempting to destroy an
important city in Israel. Why should you swallow up the LORD’s inheritance?”

20 Joab answered, “Get serious! I don’t want to swallow up or destroy anything!
21 That’s not the way things are. There is a man from the hill country of Ephraim

named Sheba son of Bicri. He has rebelled against King David. Give me just this one
man, and I will leave the city.” Thewoman said to Joab, “This veryminute his headwill
be thrown over the wall to you!”

22Then thewomanwent to all thepeoplewithherwise advice and they cut offSheba’s
head and threw it out to Joab. Joab blew the trumpet, and his men dispersed from the
city, each going to his own home. Joab returned to the king in Jerusalem.

23Now Joabwas the general in command of all the army of Israel. Benaiah the son of
Jehoida was over the Kerethites and the Perethites.

24 Adoniram was supervisor of the work crews. Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the
secretary.

25 Sheva was the scribe, and Zadok and Abiathar were the priests.
26 Ira the Jairite was David’s personal priest.

21
1 During David’s reign there was a famine for three consecutive years. So David

inquired of the LORD. The LORD said, “It is because of Saul and his bloodstained family,
because hemurdered the Gibeonites.”

2 So the king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke with them. (Now the Gibeonites
were not descendants of Israel; theywere a remnant of theAmorites. The Israelites had
made a promise to them, but Saul tried to kill them because of his zeal for the people of
Israel and Judah.)

3David said to the Gibeonites, “What can I do for you, and how can Imake amends so
that you will bless the LORD’s inheritance?”

4 The Gibeonites said to him, “We have no claim to silver or gold from Saul or from
his family, nor wouldwe be justified in putting to death anyone in Israel.” David asked,
“What then are you askingme to do for you?”
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5 They replied to the king, “As for this man who exterminated us and who schemed
against us so that wewere destroyed and left without status throughout all the borders
of Israel –

6 let seven of his male descendants be turned over to us, and we will execute them
before the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, whowas the LORD’s chosen one.” The king replied, “I
will turn them over.”

7The king hadmercy onMephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, in light of the
LORD’s oath that had been taken between David and Jonathan son of Saul.

8So the king took Armoni andMephibosheth, the two sons of Aiah’s daughter Rizpah
whom she had born to Saul, and the five sons of Saul’s daughter Merab whom she had
born to Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite.

9He turned them over to the Gibeonites, and they executed them on a hill before the
LORD. The seven of them died together; they were put to death during harvest time –
during the first days of the beginning of the barley harvest.

10Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it out for herself on a rock.
From the beginning of the harvest until the rain fell on them, she did not allow the birds
of the air to feed on them by day, nor the wild animals by night.

11When David was told what Rizpah daughter of Aiah, Saul’s concubine, had done,
12 he went and took the bones of Saul and of his son Jonathan from the leaders of

Jabesh Gilead. (They had secretly taken them from the plaza at Beth Shan. It was there
that Philistines publicly exposed their corpses after they had killed Saul at Gilboa.)

13 David brought the bones of Saul and of Jonathan his son from there; they also
gathered up the bones of those who had been executed.

14 They buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin at
Zela in the grave of his father Kish. After they had done everything that the king had
commanded, God responded to their prayers for the land.

Israel Engages in Various Battles with the Philistines
15Another battle was fought between the Philistines and Israel. So David went down

with his soldiers and fought the Philistines. David became exhausted.
16Now Ishbi-Benob, one of the descendants of Rapha, had a spear that weighed three

hundred bronze shekels, and he was armed with a new weapon. He had said that he
would kill David.

17But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came toDavid’s aid, striking the Philistine down and
killing him. Then David’smen took an oath saying, “Youwill not go out to battle with us
again! Youmust not extinguish the lamp of Israel!”

18 Later there was another battle with the Philistines, this time in Gob. On that
occasionSibbekai theHushathite killedSaph,whowasoneof thedescendants ofRapha.

19 Yet another battle occurred with the Philistines in Gob. On that occasion Elhanan
the son of Jair the Bethlehemite killed the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of
whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.

20 Yet another battle occurred in Gath. On that occasion there was a large man who
had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in all! He too was a
descendant of Rapha.

21When he taunted Israel, Jonathan, the son of David’s brother Shimeah, killed him.
22 These four were the descendants of Rapha who lived in Gath; they were killed by

David and his soldiers.

22
1David sang to the LORD the words of this song when the LORD rescued him from the

power of all his enemies, including Saul.
2He said:
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“The LORD is my high ridge, my stronghold, my deliverer.
3My God is my rocky summit where I take shelter,
my shield, the horn that saves me, my stronghold,
my refuge, my savior. You saveme from violence!
4 I called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise,
and I was delivered frommy enemies.
5The waves of death engulfedme;
the currents of chaos overwhelmedme.
6The ropes of Sheol tightened aroundme;
the snares of death trappedme.
7 In my distress I called to the LORD;
I called to my God.
From his heavenly temple he heardmy voice;
he listened to my cry for help.
8The earth heaved and shook;
the foundations of the sky trembled.
They heaved because he was angry.
9 Smoke ascended from his nose;
fire devoured as it came from his mouth;
he hurled down fiery coals.
10Hemade the sky sink as he descended;
a thick cloud was under his feet.
11Hemounted a winged angel and flew;
he glided on the wings of the wind.
12He shrouded himself in darkness,
in thick rain clouds.
13From the brightness in front of him
came coals of fire.
14The LORD|strong="H3069" thundered from the sky;
the sovereign One shouted loudly.
15He shot arrows and scattered them,
lightning and routed them.
16The depths of the sea were exposed;
the inner regions of the world were uncovered
by the LORD’s battle cry,
by the powerful breath from his nose.
17He reached down from above and grabbedme;
he pulledme from the surging water.
18He rescuedme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hate me,
for they were too strong for me.
19They confrontedme inmy day of calamity,
but the LORD helpedme.
20He brought me out into a wide open place;
he deliveredme because he was pleased withme.
21The LORD repaidme for my godly deeds;
he rewardedmy blameless behavior.
22For I have obeyed the LORD’s commands;
I have not rebelled against my God.
23For I am aware of all his regulations,
and I do not reject his rules.
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24 I was blameless before him;
I kept myself from sinning.
25The LORD rewardedme for my godly deeds;
he took notice of my blameless behavior.
26You prove to be loyal to one who is faithful;
you prove to be trustworthy to one who is innocent.
27You prove to be reliable to one who is blameless,
but you prove to be deceptive to one who is perverse.
28You deliver oppressed people,
but you watch the proud and bring them down.
29 Indeed, you aremy lamp, LORD.
The LORD illumines the darkness aroundme.
30 Indeed, with your help I can charge against an army;
bymy God’s power I can jump over a wall.
31The one true God acts in a faithful manner;
the LORD’s promise is reliable;
he is a shield to all who take shelter in him.
32 Indeed, who is God besides the LORD?
Who is a protector besides our God?
33The one true God is mymighty refuge;
he removes the obstacles in myway.
34He gives me the agility of a deer;
he enables me to negotiate the rugged terrain.
35He trains my hands for battle;
my arms can bend even the strongest bow.
36You giveme your protective shield;
your willingness to help enables me to prevail.
37Youwidenmy path;
my feet do not slip.
38 I chase my enemies and destroy them;
I do not turn back until I wipe them out.
39 I wipe them out and beat them to death;
they cannot get up;
they fall at my feet.
40You giveme strength for battle;
youmakemy foes kneel before me.
41Youmakemy enemies retreat;
I destroy those who hate me.
42They cry out, but there is no one to help them;
they cry out to the LORD, but he does not answer them.
43 I grind them as fine as the dust of the ground;
I crush them and stomp on them like clay in the streets.
44You rescueme from a hostile army;
you preserveme as a leader of nations;
people over whom I had no authority are nowmy subjects.
45Foreigners are powerless before me;
when they hear of my exploits, they submit to me.
46Foreigners lose their courage;
they shake with fear as they leave their strongholds.
47The LORD is alive!
My protector is praiseworthy!
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The Godwho delivers me is exalted as king!
48The one true God completely vindicates me;
hemakes nations submit to me.
49He delivers me frommy enemies;
you snatchme away from those who attackme;
you rescueme from violent men.
50 So I will give you thanks, O LORD, before the nations!
I will sing praises to you.
51He gives his chosen kingmagnificent victories;
he is faithful to his chosen ruler,
to David and to his descendants forever!”

23
1These are the final words of David:

“The oracle of David son of Jesse,
the oracle of theman raised up as
the ruler chosen by the God of Jacob,
Israel’s beloved singer of songs:
2The LORD’s spirit spoke throughme;
his word was onmy tongue.
3The God of Israel spoke,
the protector of Israel spoke to me.
The one who rules fairly amongmen,
the one who rules in the fear of God,
4 is like the light of morning when the sun comes up,
a morning in which there are no clouds.
He is like the brightness after rain
that produces grass from the earth.
5My dynasty is approved by God,
for he has made a perpetual covenant withme,
arranged in all its particulars and secured.
He always delivers me,
and brings all I desire to fruition.
6But evil people are like thorns –
all of them are tossed away,
for they cannot be held in the hand.
7The one who touches them
must use an iron instrument
or the wooden shaft of a spear.
They are completely burned up right where they lie!”

David’sWarriors
8These are the names of David’s warriors:
Josheb-Basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was head of the officers. He killed eight hundred

menwith his spear in one battle.
9Next in commandwasEleazar son ofDodo, the son ofAhohi. Hewas one of the three

warriors who were with David when they defied the Philistines who were assembled
there for battle. When themen of Israel retreated,

10 he stood his ground and fought the Philistines until his hand grew so tired that it
seemed stuck to his sword. The LORD gave a great victory on that day. When the army
returned to him, the only thing left to do was to plunder the corpses.
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11Next in command was Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. When the Philistines
assembled at Lehi, where there happened to be an area of a field that was full of lentils,
the army retreated before the Philistines.

12 But he made a stand in the middle of that area. He defended it and defeated the
Philistines; the LORD gave them a great victory.

13At the time of the harvest three of the thirty leaderswent down to David at the cave
of Adullam. A band of Philistines was camped in the valley of Rephaim.

14 David was in the stronghold at the time, while a Philistine garrison was in
Bethlehem.

15 David was thirsty and said, “How I wish someone would give me some water to
drink from the cistern in Bethlehem near the gate!”

16So the three elitewarriors broke through thePhilistine forces anddrewsomewater
from the cistern in Bethlehem near the gate. They carried it back to David, but he
refused to drink it. He poured it out as a drink offering to the LORD

17 and said, “O LORD, I will not do this! It is equivalent to the blood of the men who
risked their lives by going.” So he refused to drink it. Suchwere the exploits of the three
elite warriors.

18Abishai son of Zeruiah, the brother of Joab, was head of the three. He killed three
hundredmenwith his spear and gained fame among the three.

19From the threehewas givenhonor andhebecame their officer, even thoughhewas
not one of the three.

20 Benaiah son of Jehoida was a brave warrior from Kabzeel who performed great
exploits. He struck down the two sons of Ariel of Moab. He alsowent down and killed a
lion in a cistern on a snowy day.

21He also killed an impressive-looking Egyptian. The Egyptianwielded a spear, while
Benaiah attacked himwith a club. He grabbed the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand and
killed himwith his own spear.

22Suchwere the exploits of Benaiah sonof Jehoida,whogained fameamong the three
elite warriors.

23Hereceivedhonor from the thirtywarriors, thoughhewasnot oneof the three elite
warriors. David put him in charge of his bodyguard.

24 Included with the thirty were the following: Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan
son of Dodo from Bethlehem,

25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite,
26Helez the Paltite, Ira son of Ikkesh from Tekoa,
27Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite,
28Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite,
29Heled son of Baanah the Netophathite, Ittai son of Ribai from Gibeah in Benjamin,
30Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai from the wadis of Gaash,
31Abi-Albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite,
32Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of Jashen, Jonathan
33 son of Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam son of Sharar the Hararite,
34Eliphelet son of Ahasbai the Maacathite, Eliam son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,
35Hezrai the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite,
36 Igal son of Nathan from Zobah, Bani the Gadite,
37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite (the armor-bearer of Joab son of

Zeruiah),
38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite
39and Uriah the Hittite. Altogether there were thirty-seven.
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24
1 The LORD’s anger again raged against Israel, and he incited David against them,

saying, “Go count Israel and Judah.”
2The king told Joab, the general in command of his army, “Go through all the tribes of

Israel fromDan toBeer Sheba andmuster the army, so Imay know the size of the army.”
3 Joab replied to the king, “May the LORD your God make the army a hundred times

larger right before the eyes of my lord the king! But why doesmymaster the king want
to do this?”

4But the king’s edict stood, despite the objections of Joab and the leaders of the army.
So Joab and the leaders of the army left the king’s presence in order to muster the
Israelite army.

5 They crossed the Jordan and camped at Aroer, on the south side of the city, at the
wadi of Gad, near Jazer.

6Then theywent on to Gilead and to the region of TahtimHodshi, coming to Dan Jaan
and on around to Sidon.

7 Then they went to the fortress of Tyre and all the cities of the Hivites and the
Canaanites. Then they went on to the Negev of Judah, to Beer Sheba.

8 They went through all the land and after nine months and twenty days came back
to Jerusalem.

9 Joab reported the number of warriors to the king. In Israel there were 800,000
sword-wielding warriors, and in Judah there were 500,000 soldiers.

10David felt guilty after he had numbered the army. David said to the LORD, “I have
sinned greatly by doing this! Now, O LORD, please remove the guilt of your servant, for
I have acted very foolishly.”

11 When David got up the next morning, the LORD had already spoken to Gad the
prophet, David’s seer:

12 “Go, tell David, ‘This is what the LORD says: I am offering you three forms of
judgment. Pick one of them and I will carry it out against you.’ ”

13Gadwent toDavid and toldhim, “Shall sevenyears of famine comeuponyour land?
Or shall you flee for three months from your enemy with him in hot pursuit? Or shall
there be three days of plague in your land? Now decide what I should tell the one who
sent me.”

14David said to Gad, “I am very upset! I prefer that we be attacked by the LORD, for
his mercy is great; I do not want to be attacked bymen!”

15 So the LORD sent a plague through Israel from the morning until the completion of
the appointed time. Seventy thousandmen died from Dan to Beer Sheba.

16When the angel extended his hand to destroy Jerusalem, the LORD relented from
his judgment. He told the angel whowas killing the people, “That’s enough! Stop now!”
(Now the LORD’s angel was near the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.)

17 When he saw the angel who was destroying the people, David said to the LORD,
“Look, it is I who have sinned and done this evil thing! As for these sheep –what have
they done? Attackme andmy family.”

David Acquires a Threshing Floor and Constructs an Altar There
18 So Gadwent to David that day and told him, “Go up and build an altar for the LORD

on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”
19So Davidwent up as Gad instructed him to do, according to the LORD’s instructions.
20When Araunah looked out and saw the king and his servants approaching him, he

went out and bowed to the king with his face to the ground.
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21Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” David replied, “To
buy from you the threshing floor so I can build an altar for the LORD, so that the plague
may be removed from the people.”

22Araunah told David, “My lord the king may take whatever he wishes and offer it.
Look! Here are oxen for burnt offerings, and threshing sledges andharnesses forwood.

23 I, the servant ofmy lord the king, give it all to the king!” Araunah also told the king,
“May the LORD your God show you favor!”

24But the king said to Araunah, “No, I insist on buying it from you! I will not offer to
the LORDmy God burnt sacrifices that cost me nothing.”
So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty pieces of silver.
25Then David built an altar for the LORD there and offered burnt sacrifices and peace

offerings. And the LORD accepted prayers for the land, and the plague was removed
from Israel.
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1 Kings
Adonijah Tries to Seize the Throne

1King David was very old; even when they covered him with blankets, he could not
get warm.

2His servants advised him, “A young virgin must be found for our master, the king,
to take care of the king’s needs and serve as his nurse. She can also sleep with you and
keep ourmaster, the king, warm.”

3So they looked through all Israel for a beautiful youngwoman and found Abishag, a
Shunammite, and brought her to the king.

4The youngwomanwas very beautiful; she became the king’s nurse and served him,
but the king did not have sexual relations with her.

5Now Adonijah, son of David and Haggith, was promoting himself, boasting, “I will
be king!” He managed to acquire chariots and horsemen, as well as fifty men to serve
as his royal guard.

6 (Now his father had never corrected him by saying, “Why do you do such things?”
Hewas also very handsome and had been born right after Absalom. )

7 He collaborated with Joab son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they
supported him.

8But Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and
David’s elite warriors did not ally themselves with Adonijah.

9Adonijah sacrificed sheep, cattle, and fattened steers at the Stone of Zoheleth near
En Rogel. He invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, as well as all themen of Judah, the
king’s servants.

10But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the elitewarriors, or his brother
Solomon.

11 Nathan said to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, “Has it been reported to you that
Haggith’s son Adonijah has become king behind ourmaster David’s back?

12 Now let me give you some advice as to how you can save your life and your son
Solomon’s life.

13Visit King David and say to him, ‘Mymaster, O king, did you not solemnly promise
your servant, “Surely your son Solomonwill be king afterme; hewill sit onmy throne”?
So why has Adonijah become king?’

14While you are still there speaking to the king, I will arrive and verify your report.”
15 So Bathsheba visited the king in his private quarters. (The king was very old, and

Abishag the Shunammite was serving the king.)
16Bathsheba bowed down on the floor before the king. The king said, “What do you

want?”
17She replied to him, “Mymaster, you swore an oath to your servant by the LORD your

God, ‘Solomon your son will be king after me and he will sit onmy throne.’
18Butnow, look, Adonijahhasbecomeking! But you,mymaster theking, arenot even

aware of it!
19He has sacrificed many cattle, steers, and sheep and has invited all the king’s sons,

Abiathar the priest, and Joab, the commander of the army, but he has not invited your
servant Solomon.

20 Now, my master, O king, all Israel is watching anxiously to see who is named to
succeedmymaster the king on the throne.

21 If a decision is notmade, whenmymaster the king is buriedwith his ancestors, my
son Solomon and I will be considered state criminals.”
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22 Just then, while she was still speaking to the king, Nathan the prophet arrived.
23The kingwas told, “Nathan the prophet is here.” Nathan entered and bowed before

the king with his face to the floor.
24Nathan said, “Mymaster, O king, did you announce, ‘Adonijahwill be king afterme;

he will sit onmy throne’?
25 For today he has gone down and sacrificed many cattle, steers, and sheep and

has invited all the king’s sons, the army commanders, and Abiathar the priest. At this
moment they are having a feast in his presence, and they have declared, ‘Long live King
Adonijah!’

26 But he did not invite me – your servant – or Zadok the priest, or Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, or your servant Solomon.

27 Has my master the king authorized this without informing your servants who
should succeedmymaster the king on his throne?”

David Picks Solomon as His Successor
28King David responded, “SummonBathsheba!” She came and stood before the king.
29 The king swore an oath: “As certainly as the LORD lives (he who has rescued me

from every danger),
30 I will keep today the oath I swore to you by the LORD God of Israel: ‘Surely Solomon

your son will be king after me; he will sit in my place onmy throne.’ ”
31 Bathsheba bowed down to the king with her face to the floor and said, “May my

master, King David, live forever!”
32King David said, “Summon Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah son

of Jehoiada.” They came before the king,
33 and he told them, “Take your master’s servants with you, put my son Solomon on

mymule, and lead him down to Gihon.
34 There Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet will anoint him king over Israel;

then blow the trumpet and declare, ‘Long live King Solomon!’
35Then follow himup as he comes and sits onmy throne. Hewill be king inmy place;

I have decreed that he will be ruler over Israel and Judah.”
36Benaiah son of Jehoiada responded to the king: “So be it! May the LORD God of my

master the king confirm it!
37 As the LORD is with my master the king, so may he be with Solomon, and may he

make him an even greater king thanmymaster King David!”
38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites,

and the Pelethiteswent down, put SolomononKingDavid’smule, and led him toGihon.
39 Zadok the priest took a horn filled with olive oil from the tent and poured it on

Solomon; the trumpetwasblownandall thepeopledeclared, “Long liveKingSolomon!”
40All the people followed him up, playing flutes and celebrating so loudly they made

the ground shake.
41 Now Adonijah and all his guests heard the commotion just as they had finished

eating. When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he asked, “Why is there such a noisy
commotion in the city?”

42Ashewas still speaking, Jonathan son of Abiathar the priest arrived. Adonijah said,
“Come in, for an important man like youmust be bringing good news.”

43 Jonathan replied toAdonijah: “No! OurmasterKingDavidhasmade Solomonking.
44 The king sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of

Jehoiada, the Kerethites, and the Pelethites and they put him on the king’s mule.
45 Then Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed him king in Gihon. They

went up from there rejoicing, and the city is in an uproar. That is the sound you hear.
46Furthermore, Solomon has assumed the royal throne.
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47The king’s servants have even come to congratulate ourmaster King David, saying,
‘May your God make Solomon more famous than you and make him an even greater
king than you!’ Then the king leaned on the bed

48 and said this: ‘The LORD God of Israel is worthy of praise because today he has
placed a successor onmy throne and allowedme to see it.’ ”

49 All of Adonijah’s guests panicked; they jumped up and rushed off their separate
ways.

50Adonijah feared Solomon, so he got up and went and grabbed hold of the horns of
the altar.

51Solomonwas told, “Look, Adonijah fears you; see, he has taken hold of the horns of
the altar, saying, ‘MayKing Solomon solemnly promiseme today that hewill not kill his
servant with the sword.’ ”

52 Solomon said, “If he is a loyal subject, not a hair of his head will be harmed, but if
he is found to be a traitor, he will die.”

53 King Solomon sent men to bring him down from the altar. He came and bowed
down to King Solomon, and Solomon told him, “Go home.”

2
1When David was close to death, he told Solomon his son:
2 “I am about to die. Be strong and become aman!
3 Do the job the LORD your God has assigned you by following his instructions and

obeyinghis rules, commandments, regulations, and laws aswritten in the lawofMoses.
Then youwill succeed in all you do and seek to accomplish,

4and the LORDwill fulfill his promise tome, ‘If your descendantswatch their step and
live faithfully in my presence with all their heart and being, then,’ he promised, ‘you
will not fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.’

5 “You knowwhat Joab son of Zeruiah did tome –howhemurdered two commanders
of the Israelite armies, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. During peacetime he
struck them down like he would in battle; when he shed their blood as if in battle, he
stained his own belt and the sandals on his feet.

6Do tohimwhatyou think is appropriate, butdon’t let him live longanddieapeaceful
death.

7 “Treat fairly the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and provide for their needs, because they
helpedmewhen I had to flee from your brother Absalom.

8 “Note well, you still have to contend with Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite
from Bahurim, who tried to call down upon me a horrible judgment when I went to
Mahanaim. He came down andmet me at the Jordan, and I solemnly promised him by
the LORD, ‘I will not strike you downwith the sword.’

9But now don’t treat him as if he were innocent. You are a wise man and you know
how to handle him; make sure he has a bloody death.”

10Then David passed away andwas buried in the city of David.
11 David reigned over Israel forty years; he reigned in Hebron seven years, and in

Jerusalem thirty-three years.
Solomon Secures the Throne

12 Solomon sat on his father David’s throne, and his royal authority was firmly
solidified.

13Haggith’s son Adonijah visited Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother. She asked, “Do you
come in peace?” He answered, “Yes.”

14He added, “I have something to say to you.” She replied, “Speak.”
15He said, “You know that the kingdom was mine and all Israel considered me king.

But then the kingdomwas given to my brother, for the LORD decided it should be his.
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16Now I’d like to ask you for just one thing. Please don’t refuse me.” She said, “Go
ahead and ask.”

17He said, “Please ask King Solomon if hewould giveme Abishag the Shunammite as
a wife, for he won’t refuse you.”

18Bathsheba replied, “That’s fine, I’ll speak to the king on your behalf.”
19 So Bathsheba visited King Solomon to speak to him on Adonijah’s behalf. The king

got up to greet her, bowed to her, and then sat on his throne. He ordered a throne to be
brought for the king’s mother, and she sat at his right hand.

20 She said, “I would like to ask you for just one small favor. Please don’t refuse me.”
He said, “Go ahead and ask, mymother, for I would not refuse you.”

21 She said, “Allow Abishag the Shunammite to be given to your brother Adonijah as
a wife.”

22 King Solomon answered his mother, “Why just request Abishag the Shunammite
for him? Since he ismy older brother, you should also request the kingdom for him, for
Abiathar the priest, and for Joab son of Zeruiah!”

23 King Solomon then swore an oath by the LORD, “May God judge me severely, if
Adonijah does not pay for this request with his life!

24Now, as certainly as the LORD lives (he who made me secure, allowed me to sit on
my father David’s throne, and established a dynasty for me as he promised), Adonijah
will be executed today!”

25King Solomon then sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he killed Adonijah.
26The king then told Abiathar the priest, “Go back to your property in Anathoth. You

deserve todie, but today Iwill not kill youbecause youdid carry the arkof the sovereign
LORD before my father David and you suffered with my father through all his difficult
times.”

27 Solomon dismissed Abiathar from his position as priest of the LORD, fulfilling the
decree of judgment the LORDmade in Shiloh against the family of Eli.

28When the news reached Joab (for Joab had supported Adonijah, although he had
not supported Absalom), he ran to the tent of the LORD and grabbed hold of the horns of
the altar.

29When King Solomon heard that Joab had run to the tent of the LORD and was right
there beside the altar, he ordered Benaiah son of Jehoiada, “Go, strike him down.”

30When Benaiah arrived at the tent of the LORD, he said to him, “The king says, ‘Come
out!’ ”Buthereplied, “No, Iwill diehere!” SoBenaiahsentword to thekingandreported
Joab’s reply.

31The king told him, “Do as he said! Strike him down and bury him. Take away from
me and frommy father’s family the guilt of Joab’s murderous, bloody deeds.

32May the LORD punish him for the blood he shed; behind my father David’s back
he struck down and murdered with the sword two men who were more innocent and
morally upright thanhe –Abner sonofNer, commander of Israel’s army, andAmasa son
of Jether, commander of Judah’s army.

33May Joabandhis descendants beperpetually guilty of their shedblood, butmay the
LORD give perpetual peace to David, his descendants, his family, and his dynasty.”

34 So Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up and executed Joab; he was buried at his home
in the wilderness.

35ThekingappointedBenaiah sonof Jehoiada to takehisplaceat theheadof thearmy,
and the king appointed Zadok the priest to take Abiathar’s place.

36Next the king summoned Shimei and told him, “Build yourself a house in Jerusalem
and live there – but youmay not leave there to go anywhere!

37 If you ever do leave and cross the Kidron Valley, know for sure that you will
certainly die! You will be responsible for your own death.”
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38 Shimei said to the king, “Mymaster the king’s proposal is acceptable. Your servant
will do as you say.” So Shimei lived in Jerusalem for a long time.

39Three years later two of Shimei’s servants ran away to King Achish son of Maacah
of Gath. Shimei was told, “Look, your servants are in Gath.”

40SoShimeigotup, saddledhisdonkey, andwent toAchishatGath tofindhis servants;
Shimei went and brought back his servants from Gath.

41WhenSolomonwas told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem toGath andhad then
returned,

42 the king summoned Shimei and said to him, “You will recall that I made you take
an oath by the LORD, and I solemnly warned you, ‘If you ever leave and go anywhere,
know for sure that you will certainly die.’ You said to me, ‘The proposal is acceptable; I
agree to it.’

43Why then have you broken the oath you made before the LORD and disobeyed the
order I gave you?”

44 Then the king said to Shimei, “You are well aware of the way you mistreated my
father David. The LORD will punish you for what you did.

45 But King Solomon will be empowered and David’s dynasty will endure perma-
nently before the LORD.”

46 The king then gave the order to Benaiah son of Jehoiada who went and executed
Shimei.
So Solomon took firm control of the kingdom.

3
1 Solomon made an alliance by marriage with Pharaoh, king of Egypt; he married

Pharaoh’s daughter. He brought her to the City of David until he could finish building
his residence and the temple of the LORD and the wall around Jerusalem.

2Now the people were offering sacrifices at the high places, because in those days a
temple had not yet been built to honor the LORD.

3Solomondemonstratedhis loyalty to theLORDby following thepractices ofhis father
David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.

4The kingwent to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for it had themost prominent of the high
places. Solomonwould offer up a thousand burnt sacrifices on the altar there.

5One night in Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream. God said, “Tell me
what I should give you.”

6Solomon replied, “You demonstrated great loyalty to your servant, my father David,
as he served you faithfully, properly, and sincerely. You have maintained this great
loyalty to this day by allowing his son to sit on his throne.

7Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in my father David’s place,
even though I am only a youngman and am inexperienced.

8 Your servant stands among your chosen people; they are a great nation that is too
numerous to count or number.

9 So give your servant a discerning mind so he can make judicial decisions for your
people and distinguish right from wrong. Otherwise no one is able to make judicial
decisions for this great nation of yours.”

10The Lord was pleased that Solomonmade this request.
11God said to him, “Because you asked for the ability to makewise judicial decisions,

and not for long life, or riches, or vengeance on your enemies,
12 I grant your request, and give you a wise and discerning mind superior to that of

anyone who has preceded or will succeed you.
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13 Furthermore, I am giving you what you did not request – riches and honor so that
you will be the greatest king of your generation.

14 If you follow my instructions by obeying my rules and regulations, just as your
father David did, then I will grant you long life.”

15 Solomon then woke up and realized it was a dream. He went to Jerusalem, stood
before the ark of the Lord’s covenant, offered up burnt sacrifices, presented peace
offerings, and held a feast for all his servants.

SolomonDemonstrates HisWisdom
16Then two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him.
17One of thewomen said, “Mymaster, this woman and I live in the same house. I had

a baby while she was withme in the house.
18 Then three days after I had my baby, this woman also had a baby. We were alone;

there was no one else in the house except the two of us.
19This woman’s child suffocated during the night when she rolled on top of him.
20 She got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side, while your

servant was sleeping. She put him in her arms, and put her dead son inmy arms.
21 I got up in the morning to nurse my son, and there he was, dead! But when I

examined him carefully in themorning, I realized it was not my baby.”
22The otherwoman said, “No! My son is alive; your son is dead!” But the first woman

replied, “No, your son is dead;my son is alive.” Each presented her case before the king.
23 The king said, “One says, ‘My son is alive; your son is dead,’ while the other says,

‘No, your son is dead; my son is alive.’ ”
24The king ordered, “Get me a sword!” So they placed a sword before the king.
25The king then said, “Cut the living child in two, and give half to one and half to the

other!”
26The real mother spoke up to the king, for hermotherly instincts were aroused. She

said, “My master, give her the living child! Whatever you do, don’t kill him!” But the
other woman said, “Neither one of us will have him! Let them cut him in two!”

27The king responded, “Give the firstwoman the living child; don’t kill him. She is the
mother.”

28Whenall Israel heard about the judicial decisionwhich the kinghad rendered, they
respected the king, for they realized that he possessed supernatural wisdom to make
judicial decisions.

4
1King Solomon ruled over all Israel.
2These were his officials:
Azariah son of Zadok was the priest.
3Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, wrote downwhat happened.
Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was in charge of the records.
4Benaiah son of Jehoiada was commander of the army.
Zadok and Abiathar were priests.
5Azariah son of Nathan was supervisor of the district governors.
Zabud son of Nathan was a priest and adviser to the king.
6Ahishar was supervisor of the palace.
Adoniram son of Abda was supervisor of the work crews.
7 Solomon had twelve district governors appointed throughout Israel who acquired

supplies for the king and his palace. Each was responsible for onemonth in the year.
8These were their names:
Ben-Hur was in charge of the hill country of Ephraim.
9Ben-Deker was in charge of Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan.
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10Ben-Hesed was in charge of Arubboth; he controlled Socoh and all the territory of
Hepher.

11 Ben-Abinadab was in charge of Naphath Dor. (He was married to Solomon’s
daughter Taphath.)

12Baana son of Ahilud was in charge of Taanach and Megiddo, as well as all of Beth
Shan next to Zarethan below Jezreel, from Beth Shan to Abel Meholah and on past
Jokmeam.

13 Ben-Geber was in charge of Ramoth Gilead; he controlled the tent villages of Jair
son of Manasseh in Gilead, as well as the region of Argob in Bashan, including sixty
large walled cities with bronze bars locking their gates.

14Ahinadab son of Iddo was in charge of Mahanaim.
15Ahimaaz was in charge of Naphtali. (Hemarried Solomon’s daughter Basemath.)
16Baana son of Hushai was in charge of Asher and Aloth.
17 Jehoshaphat son of Paruah was in charge of Issachar.
18 Shimei son of Ela was in charge of Benjamin.
19Geber son of Uri was in charge of the land of Gilead (the territory which had once

belonged toKing Sihonof theAmorites and toKingOgof Bashan). Hewas sole governor
of the area.

Solomon’sWealth and Fame
20 The people of Judah and Israel were as innumerable as the sand on the seashore;

they had plenty to eat and drink andwere happy.
21 Solomon ruled all the kingdoms from the Euphrates River to the land of the

Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. These kingdoms paid tribute as Solomon’s
subjects throughout his lifetime.

22 Each day Solomon’s royal court consumed thirty cors of finely milled flour, sixty
cors of cereal,

23 ten calves fattened in the stall, twenty calves from the pasture, and a hundred
sheep, not to mention rams, gazelles, deer, and well-fed birds.

24 His royal court was so large because he ruled over all the kingdoms west of the
Euphrates River from Tiphsah to Gaza; he was at peace with all his neighbors.

25All the people of Judah and Israel had security; everyone from Dan to Beer Sheba
enjoyed the produce of their vines and fig trees throughout Solomon’s lifetime.

26 Solomon had 4,000 stalls for his chariot horses and 12,000 horses.
27 The district governors acquired supplies for King Solomon and all who ate in his

royal palace. Each was responsible for one month in the year; they made sure nothing
was lacking.

28Each one also brought to the assigned location his quota of barley and straw for the
various horses.

29God gave Solomon wisdom and very great discernment; the breadth of his under-
standing was as infinite as the sand on the seashore.

30 Solomonwas wiser than all the men of the east and all the sages of Egypt.
31He was wiser than any man, including Ethan the Ezrahite or Heman, Calcol, and

Darda, the sons of Mahol. He was famous in all the neighboring nations.
32He composed 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs.
33He produced manuals on botany, describing every kind of plant, from the cedars

of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows on walls. He also produced manuals on biology,
describing animals, birds, insects, and fish.

34People fromall nations came to hear Solomon’s display ofwisdom; they came from
all the kings of the earth who heard about his wisdom.
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5
1 King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to Solomon when he heard that he had been

anointed king in his father’s place. (Hiram had always been an ally of David.)
2 Solomon then sent this message to Hiram:
3 “You know that my father David was unable to build a temple to honor the LORD his

God, for he was busy fighting battles on all fronts while the LORD subdued his enemies.
4But now the LORD my God has made me secure on all fronts; there is no adversary

or dangerous threat.
5So I have decided to build a temple to honor the LORDmyGod, as the LORD instructed

my fatherDavid, ‘Your son,whom Iwill put on your throne in your place, is the onewho
will build a temple to honorme.’

6 So now order some cedars of Lebanon to be cut for me. My servants will work with
your servants. I will pay your servants whatever you say is appropriate, for you know
that we have no one among us who knows how to cut down trees like the Sidonians.”

7When Hiram heard Solomon’s message, he was very happy. He said, “The LORD is
worthy of praise today because he has given David a wise son to rule over this great
nation.”

8Hiram then sent this message to Solomon: “I received themessage you sent to me. I
will give you all the cedars and evergreens you need.

9My servants will bring the timber down from Lebanon to the sea. I will send it by
sea in raft-like bundles to the place youdesignate. There Iwill separate the logs and you
can carry them away. In exchange you will supply the food I need for my royal court.”

10 So Hiram supplied the cedars and evergreens Solomon needed,
11 and Solomon supplied Hiram annually with 20,000 cors of wheat as provision for

his royal court, as well as 20,000 baths of pure olive oil.
12 So the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he had promised him. And Hiram and

Solomonwere at peace andmade a treaty.
13King Solomon conscripted work crews from throughout Israel, 30,000men in all.
14 He sent them to Lebanon in shifts of 10,000 men per month. They worked in

Lebanon for onemonth, and then spent twomonths at home. Adoniramwas supervisor
of the work crews.

15 Solomon also had 70,000 common laborers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hills,
16besides 3,300 officials who supervised the workers.
17 By royal order they supplied large valuable stones in order to build the temple’s

foundation with chiseled stone.
18Solomon’s andHiram’s constructionworkers, alongwithmen fromByblos, did the

chiseling and prepared the wood and stones for the building of the temple.

6
1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites left Egypt, in the fourth

year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, during themonth Ziv (the secondmonth), he began
building the LORD’s temple.

2 The temple King Solomon built for the LORD was 90 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 45
feet high.

3The porch in front of the main hall of the temple was 30 feet long, corresponding to
thewidth of the temple. It was 15 feet wide, extending out from the front of the temple.

4Hemade framedwindows for the temple.
5He built an extension all around the walls of the temple’s main hall and holy place

and constructed side rooms in it.
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6 The bottom floor of the extension was seven and a half feet wide, the middle floor
nine feet wide, and the third floor ten and a half feet wide. He made ledges on the
temple’s outer walls so the beams would not have to be inserted into the walls.

7As the templewasbeingbuilt, only stones shapedat thequarrywereused; the sound
of hammers, pickaxes, or any other iron tool was not heard at the temple while it was
being built.

8The entrance to the bottom level of side rooms was on the south side of the temple;
stairs went up to themiddle floor and then on up to the third floor.

9 He finished building the temple and covered it with rafters and boards made of
cedar.

10He built an extension all around the temple; it was seven and a half feet high and it
was attached to the temple by cedar beams.

11
The LORD|strong="H3069" said to Solomon:
12 “As for this temple you are building, if you followmy rules, observemy regulations,

and obey all my commandments, I will fulfill through you the promise I made to your
father David.

13 I will live among the Israelites and will not abandonmy people Israel.”
14 So Solomon finished building the temple.
15He constructed thewalls inside the templewith cedar planks; he paneled the inside

with wood from the floor of the temple to the rafters of the ceiling. He covered the
temple floor with boards made from the wood of evergreens.

16 He built a wall 30 feet in from the rear of the temple as a partition for an inner
sanctuary that would be the most holy place. He paneled the wall with cedar planks
from the floor to the rafters.

17Themain hall in front of the inner sanctuary was 60 feet long.
18 The inside of the temple was all cedar and was adorned with carvings of round

ornaments and of flowers in bloom. Everything was cedar; no stones were visible.
19He prepared the inner sanctuary inside the temple so that the ark of the covenant

of the LORD could be placed there.
20 The inner sanctuary was 30 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 30 feet high. He plated it

with gold, as well as the cedar altar.
21 Solomon plated the inside of the temple with gold. He hung golden chains in front

of the inner sanctuary and plated the inner sanctuary with gold.
22He plated the entire inside of the temple with gold, as well as the altar inside the

inner sanctuary.
23 In the inner sanctuary hemade two cherubs of olivewood; each stood 15 feet high.
24Each of the first cherub’s wings was seven and a half feet long; its entire wingspan

was 15 feet.
25 The second cherub also had a wingspan of 15 feet; it was identical to the first in

measurements and shape.
26Each cherub stood 15 feet high.
27He put the cherubs in the inner sanctuary of the temple. Their wings were spread

out. Oneof thefirst cherub’swings touchedonewall andoneof theothercherub’swings
touched the opposite wall. The first cherub’s other wing touched the second cherub’s
other wing in themiddle of the room.

28He plated the cherubs with gold.
29On all the walls around the temple, inside and out, he carved cherubs, palm trees,

and flowers in bloom.
30He plated the floor of the temple with gold, inside and out.
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31He made doors of olive wood at the entrance to the inner sanctuary; the pillar on
each doorpost was five-sided.

32On the two doors made of olive wood he carved cherubs, palm trees, and flowers
in bloom, and he plated themwith gold. He plated the cherubs and the palm trees with
hammered gold.

33 In the sameway hemade doorposts of olivewood for the entrance to themain hall,
only with four-sided pillars.

34He also made two doors out of wood from evergreens; each door had two folding
leaves.

35He carved cherubs, palm trees, and flowers in bloom and plated them with gold,
leveled out over the carvings.

36He built the inner courtyard with three rows of chiseled stones and a row of cedar
beams.

37 In the month Ziv of the fourth year of Solomon’s reign the foundation was laid for
the LORD’s temple.

38 In the eleventh year, in themonthBul (the eighthmonth) the templewas completed
in accordance with all its specifications and blueprints. It took seven years to build.

7
1 Solomon took thirteen years to build his palace.
2He named it “The Palace of the Lebanon Forest”; it was 150 feet long, 75 feet wide,

and 45 feet high. It had four rows of cedar pillars and cedar beams above the pillars.
3 The roof above the beams supported by the pillars was also made of cedar; there

were forty-five beams, fifteen per row.
4There were three rows of windows arranged in sets of three.
5 All of the entrances were rectangular in shape and they were arranged in sets of

three.
6He made a colonnade 75 feet long and 45 feet wide. There was a porch in front of

this and pillars and a roof in front of the porch.
7He alsomade a throne room, called “The Hall of Judgment,”where hemade judicial

decisions. It was paneled with cedar from the floor to the rafters.
8 The palace where he lived was constructed in a similar way. He also constructed a

palace like this hall for Pharaoh’s daughter, whom he hadmarried.
9All of these were built with the best stones, chiseled to the right size and cut with a

saw on all sides, from the foundation to the edge of the roof and from the outside to the
great courtyard.

10 The foundation was made of large valuable stones, measuring either 15 feet or 12
feet.

11 Above the foundation the best stones, chiseled to the right size, were used along
with cedar.

12Around thegreat courtyardwere threerowsof chiseledstonesandonerowofcedar
beams, like the inner courtyard of the LORD’s temple and the hall of the palace.

Solomon Commissions Hiram to Supply the Temple
13King Solomon sent for Hiram of Tyre.
14Hewas the sonofawidowfromthe tribeofNaphtali, andhis fatherwasacraftsman

in bronze from Tyre. He had the skill and knowledge to make all kinds of works of
bronze. He reported to King Solomon and did all the work he was assigned.

15 He fashioned two bronze pillars; each pillar was 27 feet high and 18 feet in
circumference.

16Hemade two bronze tops for the pillars; each was seven-and-a-half feet high.
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17 The latticework on the tops of the pillars was adorned with ornamental wreaths
and chains; the top of each pillar had seven groupings of ornaments.

18Whenhemade the pillars, therewere two rows of pomegranate-shapedornaments
around the latticework covering the top of each pillar.

19The tops of the twopillars in theporchwere shaped like lilies andwere six feet high.
20On the top of each pillar, right above the bulge beside the latticework, there were

two hundred pomegranate-shaped ornaments arranged in rows all the way around.
21He set up the pillars on the porch in front of themain hall. He erected one pillar on

the right side and called it Jakin; he erected the other pillar on the left side and called it
Boaz.

22The tops of the pillars were shaped like lilies. So the construction of the pillars was
completed.

23He alsomade the large bronze basin called “The Sea.” It measured 15 feet from rim
to rim, was circular in shape, and stood seven-and-a-half feet high. Its circumference
was 45 feet.

24Under the rim all the way around it were round ornaments arranged in settings 15
feet long. The ornaments were in two rows and had been cast with “The Sea.”

25 “The Sea” stood on top of twelve bulls. Three faced northward, three westward,
three southward, and three eastward. “The Sea”was placed on top of them, and they all
faced outward.

26 It was four fingers thick and its rimwas like that of a cup shaped like a lily blossom.
It could hold about 12,000 gallons.

27Healsomade tenbronzemovable stands. Each standwas six feet long, six feetwide,
and four-and-a-half feet high.

28The stands were constructed with frames between the joints.
29On these frames and joints were ornamental lions, bulls, and cherubs. Under the

lions and bulls were decorative wreaths.
30Each standhad four bronzewheelswith bronze axles and four supports. Under the

basin the supports were fashioned on each side with wreaths.
31 Inside the stand was a round opening that was a foot-and-a-half deep; it had a

support that was two and one-quarter feet long. On the edge of the opening were
carvings in square frames.

32 The four wheels were under the frames and the crossbars of the axles were
connected to the stand. Each wheel was two and one-quarter feet high.

33Thewheelswere constructed like chariotwheels; their crossbars, rims, spokes, and
hubs weremade of cast metal.

34Each stand had four supports, one per side projecting out from the stand.
35On top of each standwas a round opening three-quarters of a foot deep; therewere

also supports and frames on top of the stands.
36 He engraved ornamental cherubs, lions, and palm trees on the plates of the

supports and frames wherever there was room, with wreaths all around.
37He made the ten stands in this way. All of them were cast in one mold and were

identical in measurements and shape.
38He also made ten bronze basins, each of which could hold about 240 gallons. Each

basin was six feet in diameter; there was one basin for each stand.
39He put five basins on the south side of the temple and five on the north side. He put

“The Sea” on the south side, in the southeast corner.
40Hiramalsomade basins, shovels, and bowls. He finished all thework on the LORD’s

temple he had been assigned by King Solomon.
41Hemade the twopillars, the twobowl-shaped tops of the pillars, the latticework for

the bowl-shaped tops of the two pillars,
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42 the four hundred pomegranate-shaped ornaments for the latticework of the two
pillars (each latticework had two rows of these ornaments at the bowl-shaped top of
the pillar),

43 the tenmovable stands with their ten basins,
44 the big bronze basin called “The Sea”with its twelve bulls underneath,
45 and the pots, shovels, and bowls. All these items King Solomon assigned Hiram to

make for the LORD’s temple weremade from polished bronze.
46 The king had them cast in earth foundries in the region of the Jordan between

Succoth and Zarethan.
47 Solomon left all these items unweighed; there were so many of them they did not

weigh the bronze.
48 Solomon also made all these items for the LORD’s temple: the gold altar, the gold

table on which was kept the Bread of the Presence,
49 the pure gold lampstands at the entrance to the inner sanctuary (five on the right

and five on the left), the gold flower-shaped ornaments, lamps, and tongs,
50 the pure gold bowls, trimming shears, basins, pans, and censers, and the gold door

sockets for the inner sanctuary (the most holy place) and for the doors of the main hall
of the temple.

51WhenKing Solomon finished constructing the LORD’s temple, he put the holy items
that belonged to his father David (the silver, gold, and other articles) in the treasuries of
the LORD’s temple.

8
1 Then Solomon convened in Jerusalem Israel’s elders, all the leaders of the Israelite

tribes and families, so they couldwitness the transferal of thearkof theLORD’s covenant
from the city of David (that is, Zion).

2All themenof Israel assembledbeforeKingSolomonduring the festival in themonth
Ethanim (the seventhmonth).

3When all Israel’s elders had arrived, the priests lifted the ark.
4 The priests and Levites carried the ark of the LORD, the tent of meeting, and all the

holy items in the tent.
5NowKingSolomonandall the Israeliteswhohadassembledwithhimwentonahead

of the ark and sacrificedmore sheep and cattle than could be counted or numbered.
6The priests brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its assigned place in the inner

sanctuary of the temple, in themost holy place, under the wings of the cherubs.
7 The cherubs’ wings extended over the place where the ark sat; the cherubs over-

shadowed the ark and its poles.
8 The poles were so long their ends were visible from the holy place in front of

the inner sanctuary, but they could not be seen from beyond that point. They have
remained there to this very day.

9 There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets Moses had placed there
in Horeb. It was there that the LORD made an agreement with the Israelites after he
brought them out of the land of Egypt.

10Once the priests left the holy place, a cloud filled the LORD’s temple.
11 The priests could not carry out their duties because of the cloud; the LORD’s glory

filled his temple.
12Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he lives in thick darkness.
13OLORD, truly|strong="H1129" I have built a lofty temple for you, a placewhere you

can live permanently.”
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14 Then the king turned around and pronounced a blessing over the whole Israelite
assembly as they stood there.

15He said, “The LORD God of Israel is worthy of praise because he has fulfilled what
he promisedmy father David.

16He told David, ‘Since the day I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I have not
chosen a city from all the tribes of Israel to build a temple in which to live. But I have
chosen David to leadmy people Israel.’

17Nowmy father David had a strong desire to build a temple to honor the LORD God
of Israel.

18The LORD told my father David, ‘It is right for you to have a strong desire to build a
temple to honorme.

19But you will not build the temple; your very own son will build the temple for my
honor.’

20The LORD has kept the promise he made. I have taken my father David’s place and
have occupied the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised. I have built this temple for
the honor of the LORD God of Israel

21and set up in it a place for the ark containing the covenant the LORDmadewith our
ancestors when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.”

Solomon Prays for Israel
22 Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the entire assembly of Israel

and spread out his hands toward the sky.
23 He prayed: “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no god like you in heaven above or

on earth below! You maintain covenantal loyalty to your servants who obey you with
sincerity.

24You have kept your word to your servant, my father David; this very day you have
fulfilled what you promised.

25Now, O LORD|strong="H3069", God of Israel, keep the promise you made to your
servant, my father David, when you said, ‘Youwill never fail to have a successor ruling
beforeme on the throne of Israel, provided that your descendants watch their step and
serveme as you have done.’

26Now, O God of Israel, may the promise youmade to your servant, my father David,
be realized.

27 “God does not really live on the earth! Look, if the sky and the highest heaven
cannot contain you, howmuch less this temple I have built!

28But respond favorably to your servant’s prayer and his request for help, O LORDmy
God. Answer the desperate prayer your servant is presenting to you today.

29Night and daymay you watch over this temple, the place where you promised you
would live. May you answer your servant’s prayer for this place.

30Respond to the request of your servant and your people Israel for this place. Hear
from inside your heavenly dwelling place and respond favorably.

31 “When someone is accused of sinning against his neighbor and the latter pro-
nounces a curse on the alleged offender before your altar in this temple, be willing to
forgive the accused if the accusation is false.

32Listen fromheavenandmakea just decisionabout your servants’ claims. Condemn
the guilty party, declare the other innocent, and give both of themwhat they deserve.

33 “The time will come when your people Israel are defeated by an enemy because
they sinned against you. If they come back to you, renew their allegiance to you, and
pray for your help in this temple,

34 then listen from heaven, forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring them back
to the land you gave to their ancestors.
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35“The timewill comewhen theskiesare shutup tightlyandnorain fallsbecauseyour
people sinned against you. When they direct their prayers toward this place, renew
their allegiance to you, and turn away from their sin because you punish them,

36 then listen from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel.
Certainly youwill then teach them the right way to live and send rain on your land that
you have given your people to possess.

37 “The time will come when the land suffers from a famine, a plague, blight and
disease, or a locust invasion, or when their enemy lays siege to the cities of the land,
or when some other type of plague or epidemic occurs.

38When all your people Israel pray and ask for help, as they acknowledge their pain
and spread out their hands toward this temple,

39 then listen from your heavenly dwelling place, forgive their sin, and act favorably
toward each one based on your evaluation of hismotives. (Indeed you are the only one
who can correctly evaluate themotives of all people.)

40Then theywill obey you throughout their lifetimes as they live on the land you gave
to our ancestors.

41 “Foreigners, who do not belong to your people Israel, will come from a distant land
because of your reputation.

42When they hear about your great reputation and your ability to accomplishmighty
deeds, they will come and direct their prayers toward this temple.

43 Then listen from your heavenly dwelling place and answer all the prayers of the
foreigners. Then all the nations of the earth will acknowledge your reputation, obey
you like your people Israel do, and recognize that this temple I built belongs to you.

44 “Whenyoudirect your people tomarch out andfight their enemies, and they direct
their prayers to the LORD toward his chosen city and this temple I built for your honor,

45 then listen from heaven to their prayers for help and vindicate them.
46 “The timewill comewhen your people will sin against you (for there is no onewho

is sinless!) and you will be angry with them and deliver them over to their enemies,
who will take them as prisoners to their own land, whether far away or close by.

47When your people come to their senses in the land where they are held prisoner,
they will repent and beg for your mercy in the land of their imprisonment, admitting,
‘We have sinned and gone astray; we have done evil.’

48 When they return to you with all their heart and being in the land where they
are held prisoner, and direct their prayers to you toward the land you gave to their
ancestors, your chosen city, and the temple I built for your honor,

49 then listen from your heavenly dwelling place to their prayers for help and
vindicate them.

50Forgive all the rebellious acts of your sinful people and cause their captors to have
mercy on them.

51After all, they are your people and your special possession whom you brought out
of Egypt, from themiddle of the iron-smelting furnace.

52 “May you be attentive to your servant’s and your people Israel’s requests for help
andmay you respond to all their prayers to you.

53 After all, you picked them out of all the nations of the earth to be your special
possession, just asyou,OsovereignLORD, announced throughyourservantMoseswhen
you brought our ancestors out of Egypt.”

54When Solomon finished presenting all these prayers and requests to the LORD, he
got up frombefore the altar of the LORDwhere he had kneeled and spread out his hands
toward the sky.
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55When he stood up, he pronounced a blessing over the entire assembly of Israel,
saying in a loud voice:

56 “The LORD is worthy of praise because he has made Israel his people secure just as
he promised! Not one of all the faithful promises hemade through his servantMoses is
left unfulfilled!

57May theLORDourGodbewithus, ashewaswithourancestors. Mayhenotabandon
us or leave us.

58 May he make us submissive, so we can follow all his instructions and obey the
commandments, rules, and regulations he commanded our ancestors.

59 May the LORD our God be constantly aware of these requests of mine I have
presented to him, so that he might vindicate his servant and his people Israel as the
need arises.

60 Then all the nations of the earth will recognize that the LORD is the only genuine
God.

61May you demonstrate wholehearted devotion to the LORD our God by following his
rules and obeying his commandments, as you are presently doing.”

SolomonDedicates the Temple
62The king and all Israel with himwere presenting sacrifices to the LORD.
63 Solomon offered as peace offerings to the LORD 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep.

Then the king and all the Israelites dedicated the LORD’s temple.
64 That day the king consecrated the middle of the courtyard that is in front of the

LORD’s temple. He offered there burnt sacrifices, grain offerings, and the fat from the
peace offerings, because the bronze altar that stood before the LORD was too small to
hold all these offerings.

65At that time Solomon and all Israel with him celebrated a festival before the LORD
our God for two entire weeks. This great assembly included people from all over the
land, from Lebo Hamath in the north to the Brook of Egypt in the south.

66On the fifteenth day after the festival started, he dismissed the people. They asked
God to empower the king and then went to their homes, happy and content because of
all the good the LORD had done for his servant David and his people Israel.

9
1After Solomonfinishedbuilding theLORD’s temple, the royalpalace, andall theother

construction projects he had planned,
2 the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, in the same way he had appeared to

him at Gibeon.
3The LORD said to him, “I have answered your prayer and your request for help that

you made to me. I have consecrated this temple you built by making it my permanent
home; I will be constantly present there.

4 You must serve me with integrity and sincerity, just as your father David did. Do
everything I commanded and obeymy rules and regulations.

5 Then I will allow your dynasty to rule over Israel permanently, just as I promised
your father David, ‘Youwill not fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.’

6 “But if you or your sons ever turn away from me, fail to obey the regulations and
rules I instructed you to keep, and decide to serve and worship other gods,

7 then Iwill remove Israel from the land I have given them, Iwill abandon this temple
I have consecrated with my presence, and Israel will be mocked and ridiculed among
all the nations.

8This temple will become a heap of ruins; everyone who passes by it will be shocked
and will hiss out their scorn, saying, ‘Why did the LORD do this to this land and this
temple?’
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9Otherswill then answer, ‘Because they abandoned the LORD their God, who led their
ancestors out of Egypt. They embraced other gods whom they worshiped and served.
That is why the LORD has brought all this disaster down on them.’ ”

Foreign Affairs and Building Projects
10 After twenty years, during which Solomon built the LORD’s temple and the royal

palace,
11 King Solomon gave King Hiram of Tyre twenty cities in the region of Galilee,

because Hiram had supplied Solomon with cedars, evergreens, and all the gold he
wanted.

12When Hiram went out from Tyre to inspect the cities Solomon had given him, he
was not pleased with them.

13Hiram asked, “Why did you give me these cities, my friend ?” He called that area
the region of Cabul, a namewhich it has retained to this day.

14Hiram had sent to the king one hundred twenty talents of gold.
15Here are the details concerning the work crews King Solomon conscripted to build

the LORD’s temple, his palace, the terrace, the wall of Jerusalem, and Gezer.
16 (Pharaoh, king of Egypt, had attacked and captured Gezer. He burned it and killed

the Canaanites who lived in the city. He gave it as a wedding present to his daughter,
who hadmarried Solomon.)

17 Solomon built up Gezer, lower Beth Horon,
18Baalath, Tadmor in the wilderness,
19all the storage cities that belonged to him, and the cities where chariots and horses

were kept. He built whatever he wanted in Jerusalem, Lebanon, and throughout his
entire kingdom.

20Nowseveral non-Israelite peopleswere left in the landafter the conquest of Joshua,
including the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.

21 Their descendants remained in the land (the Israelites were unable to wipe them
out completely). Solomon conscripted them for his work crews, and they continue in
that role to this very day.

22 Solomon did not assign Israelites to these work crews; the Israelites served as his
soldiers, attendants, officers, charioteers, and commanders of his chariot forces.

23Thesemenwere also in charge of Solomon’sworkprojects; therewere a total of 550
menwho supervised the workers.

24Solomon built the terrace as soon as Pharaoh’s daughtermoved up from the city of
David to the palace Solomon built for her.

25Three times a year Solomonofferedburnt offerings andpeace offerings on the altar
he had built for the LORD, burning incense along with them before the LORD. He made
the temple his official worship place.

26King Solomon also built ships in Ezion Geber, which is located near Elat in the land
of Edom, on the shore of the Red Sea.

27Hiram sent his fleet and someof his sailors, whowerewell acquaintedwith the sea,
to serve with Solomon’s men.

28They sailed to Ophir, took from there four hundred twenty talents of gold, and then
brought them to King Solomon.

10
1When the queen of Sheba heard about Solomon, she came to challenge him with

difficult questions.
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2 She arrived in Jerusalem with a great display of pomp, bringing with her camels
carrying spices, a very large quantity of gold, and precious gems. She visited Solomon
and discussed with him everything that was on hermind.

3Solomonansweredallherquestions; therewasnoquestion toocomplex for theking.
4When the queen of Sheba saw for herself Solomon’s extensive wisdom, the palace

he had built,
5 the food inhis banquet hall, his servants andattendants, their robes, his cupbearers,

and his burnt offerings which he presented in the LORD’s temple, she was amazed.
6She said to the king, “The report I heard inmy own country about yourwise sayings

and insight was true!
7 I did not believe these things until I came and saw themwith my own eyes. Indeed,

I didn’t hear even half the story! Your wisdom and wealth surpass what was reported
to me.

8Your attendants, who stand before you at all times and hear your wise sayings, are
truly happy!

9May the LORD your God be praised because he favored you by placing you on the
throne of Israel! Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he made you king so you
couldmake just and right decisions.”

10 She gave the king 120 talents of gold, a very large quantity of spices, and precious
gems. The quantity of spices the queen of Sheba gave King Solomon has never been
matched.

11 (Hiram’s fleet, which carried gold fromOphir, also brought fromOphir a very large
quantity of fine timber and precious gems.

12With the timber the kingmade supports for the LORD’s|strong="H3069" temple and
for the royal palace and stringed instruments for the musicians. No one has seen so
much of this fine timber to this very day. )

13King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba everything she requested, besides what he
had freely offeredher. Then she left and returned to her homelandwith her attendants.

Solomon’sWealth
14 Solomon received 666 talents of gold per year,
15 besides what he collected from the merchants, traders, Arabian kings, and gover-

nors of the land.
16King Solomonmade twohundred large shields of hammered gold; 600measures of

gold were used for each shield.
17He also made three hundred small shields of hammered gold; three minas of gold

were used for each of these shields. The king placed them in the Palace of the Lebanon
Forest.

18The kingmade a large throne decorated with ivory and overlaid it with pure gold.
19 There were six steps leading up to the throne, and the back of it was rounded on

top. The throne had two armrests with a statue of a lion standing on each side.
20Therewere twelve statues of lions on the six steps, one lion at each end of each step.

There was nothing like it in any other kingdom.
21All of King Solomon’s cups were made of gold, and all the household items in the

Palace of the Lebanon Forest were made of pure gold. There were no silver items, for
silver was not considered very valuable in Solomon’s time.

22AlongwithHiram’s fleet, the king had a fleet of largemerchant ships that sailed the
sea. Once every three years the fleet came into port with cargoes of gold, silver, ivory,
apes, and peacocks.

23King Solomonwas wealthier and wiser than any of the kings of the earth.
24 Everyone in the world wanted to visit Solomon to see him display his God-given

wisdom.
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25Year after year visitors brought their gifts, which included items of silver, items of
gold, clothes, perfume, spices, horses, andmules.

26 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses. He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000
horses. He kept them in assigned cities and in Jerusalem.

27 The king made silver as plentiful in Jerusalem as stones; cedar was as plentiful as
sycamore fig trees are in the lowlands.

28 Solomon acquired his horses from Egypt and from Que; the king’s traders pur-
chased them fromQue.

29 They paid 600 silver pieces for each chariot from Egypt and 150 silver pieces for
each horse. They also sold chariots and horses to all the kings of the Hittites and to the
kings of Syria.

11
1King Solomon fell in love with many foreign women (besides Pharaoh’s daughter),

includingMoabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites.
2 They came from nations about which the LORD|strong="H3069" had warned the

Israelites, “You must not establish friendly relations with them! If you do, they will
surely shift your allegiance to their gods.” But Solomon was irresistibly attracted to
them.

3Hehad700 royalwives and300 concubines; hiswiveshadapowerful influenceover
him.

4When Solomon became old, his wives shifted his allegiance to other gods; he was
not wholeheartedly devoted to the LORD his God, as his father David had been.

5Solomonworshiped the Sidonian goddess Astarte and the detestable Ammonite god
Milcom.

6 Solomon did evil in the LORD’s sight; he did not remain loyal to the LORD, like his
father David had.

7 Furthermore, on the hill east of Jerusalem Solomon built a high place for the
detestable Moabite god Chemosh and for the detestable Ammonite godMilcom.

8He built high places for all his foreign wives so they could burn incense and make
sacrifices to their gods.

9The LORDwas angrywith Solomon because he had shifted his allegiance away from
the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him on two occasions

10and had warned him about this very thing, so that he would not follow other gods.
But he did not obey the LORD’s command.

11So theLORD said to Solomon, “Because you insist ondoing these things andhavenot
kept the covenantal rules I gave you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and
give it to your servant.

12However, for your father David’s sake I will not do this while you are alive. I will
tear it away from your son’s hand instead.

13But I will not tear away the entire kingdom; I will leave your son one tribe for my
servant David’s sake and for the sake of my chosen city Jerusalem.”

14The LORD brought against Solomon an enemy, Hadad the Edomite, a descendant of
the Edomite king.

15During David’s campaign against Edom, Joab, the commander of the army, while
on amission to bury the dead, killed everymale in Edom.

16 For six months Joab and the entire Israelite army stayed there until they had
exterminated everymale in Edom.

17 Hadad, who was only a small boy at the time, escaped with some of his father’s
Edomite servants and headed for Egypt.
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18 They went from Midian to Paran; they took some men from Paran and went to
Egypt. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, supplied him with a house and food and even assigned
him some land.

19Pharaoh likedHadad sowell he gave himhis sister-in-law (Queen Tahpenes’ sister)
as a wife.

20 Tahpenes’ sister gave birth to his son, named Genubath. Tahpenes raised him in
Pharaoh’s palace; Genubath grew up in Pharaoh’s palace among Pharaoh’s sons.

21 While in Egypt Hadad heard that David had passed away and that Joab, the
commander of the army, was dead. So Hadad asked Pharaoh, “Give me permission to
leave so I can return to my homeland.”

22 Pharaoh said to him, “What do you lack here that makes you want to go to your
homeland?” Hadad replied, “Nothing, but please give me permission to leave.”

23Godalsobrought against Solomonanother enemy, Rezon sonofEliadawhohad run
away from his master, King Hadadezer of Zobah.

24 He gathered some men and organized a raiding band. When David tried to kill
them, they went to Damascus, where they settled down and gained control of the city.

25Hewas Israel’s enemy throughout Solomon’s reign and, likeHadad, caused trouble.
He loathed Israel and ruled over Syria.

26 Jeroboam son of Nebat, one of Solomon’s servants, rebelled against the king. He
was an Ephraimite from Zeredah whosemother was a widow named Zeruah.

27 This is what prompted him to rebel against the king: Solomon built a terrace and
he closed up a gap in the wall of the city of his father David.

28 Jeroboam was a talented man; when Solomon saw that the young man was an
accomplishedworker, hemadehimthe leaderof theworkcrewfromthe tribeof Joseph.

29At that time, when Jeroboam had left Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite
met him on the road; the two of them were alone in the open country. Ahijah was
wearing a brand new robe,

30and he grabbed the robe and tore it into twelve pieces.
31Thenhe told Jeroboam, “Take tenpieces, for this iswhat the LORDGodof Israel says:

‘Look, I am about to tear the kingdom from Solomon’s hand and I will give ten tribes to
you.

32Hewill retain one tribe, for my servant David’s sake and for the sake of Jerusalem,
the city I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel.

33 I am taking the kingdom from him because they have abandoned me and wor-
shiped the Sidonian goddess Astarte, theMoabite god Chemosh, and the Ammonite god
Milcom. They have not followedmy instructions by doing what I approve and obeying
my rules and regulations, like Solomon’s father David did.

34 I will not take thewhole kingdom fromhis hand. I will allow him to be ruler for the
rest of his life for the sake of my chosen servant David who kept my commandments
and rules.

35 I will take the kingdom from the hand of his son and give ten tribes to you.
36 I will leave his son one tribe so my servant David’s dynasty may continue to serve

me in Jerusalem, the city I have chosen as my home.
37 I will select you; you will rule over all you desire to have and you will be king over

Israel.
38Youmust obey all I command you to do, followmy instructions, dowhat I approve,

and keep my rules and commandments, like my servant David did. Then I will be with
you and establish for you a lasting dynasty, as I did for David; I will give you Israel.

39 I will humiliate David’s descendants because of this, but not forever.”
40 Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam escaped to Egypt and found refuge

with King Shishak of Egypt. He stayed in Egypt until Solomon died.
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Solomon’s Reign Ends
41The rest of the events of Solomon’s reign, including all his accomplishments andhis

wise decisions, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of Solomon.
42 Solomon ruled over all Israel from Jerusalem for forty years.
43Then Solomon passed away and was buried in the city of his father David. His son

Rehoboam replaced him as king.

12
1 Rehoboam traveled to Shechem, for all Israel had gathered in Shechem to make

Rehoboam king.
2When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard the news, he was still in Egypt, where he had

fled from King Solomon and had been living ever since.
3They sent for him, and Jeroboam and the whole Israelite assembly came and spoke

to Rehoboam, saying,
4 “Your father made us work too hard. Now if you lighten the demands he made and

don’t make us work as hard, we will serve you.”
5He said to them, “Go away for three days, then return to me.” So the people went

away.
6 King Rehoboam consulted with the older advisers who had served his father

Solomon when he had been alive. He asked them, “How do you advise me to answer
these people?”

7 They said to him, “Today if you show a willingness to help these people and grant
their request, they will be your servants from this time forward.”

8 But Rehoboam rejected their advice and consulted the young advisers who served
him, with whom he had grown up.

9He asked them, “How do you advise me to respond to these people who said to me,
‘Lessen the demands your father placed on us’?”

10 The young advisers with whom Rehoboam had grown up said to him, “Say this to
these peoplewhohave said to you, ‘Your fathermadeusworkhard, but now lighten our
burden.’ Say this to them: ‘I am a lot harsher thanmy father!

11 My father imposed heavy demands on you; I will make them even heavier. My
father punished youwith ordinarywhips; I will punish youwithwhips that really sting
your flesh.’ ”

12 Jeroboamand all the people reported to Rehoboamon the third day, just as the king
had ordered when he said, “Return to me on the third day.”

13The king responded to the people harshly. He rejected the advice of the older men
14 and followed the advice of the younger ones. He said, “My father imposed heavy

demands on you; Iwillmake themevenheavier. My father punished youwith ordinary
whips; I will punish you with whips that really sting your flesh.”

15Thekingrefused to listen to thepeople, because theLORDwas instigating this turnof
events so thathemightbring topass theprophetic announcementhehadmade through
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

16When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, the people answered the
king, “We have no portion in David, no share in the son of Jesse! Return to your homes,
O Israel! Now, look after your owndynasty, ODavid!” So Israel returned to their homes.

17 (Rehoboam continued to rule over the Israelites who lived in the cities of Judah.)
18King Rehoboam sent Adoniram, the supervisor of the work crews, out after them,

but all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam managed to jump into his chariot
and escape to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the Davidic dynasty to this very day.
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20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they summoned him to the
assembly andmade him king over all Israel. No one except the tribe of Judah remained
loyal to the Davidic dynasty.

21 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he summoned 180,000 skilled warriors
from all of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin to attack Israel and restore the kingdom
to Rehoboam son of Solomon.

22But God told Shemaiah the prophet,
23“Say this toKingRehoboamsonof Solomonof Judah, and toall JudahandBenjamin,

as well as the rest of the people,
24 ‘The LORD|strong="H3069" says this: “Do not attack and make war with your

brothers, the Israelites. Each of you go home, for I have caused this to happen.” ’” They
obeyed the LORD andwent home as the LORD|strong="H3069" had ordered them to do.

JeroboamMakes Golden Calves
25 Jeroboam built up Shechem in the Ephraimite hill country and lived there. From

there he went out and built up Penuel.
26 Jeroboam then thought to himself: “Now the Davidic dynasty could regain the

kingdom.
27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the LORD’s temple in Jerusalem, their

loyalty could shift to their former master, King Rehoboam of Judah. They might kill
me and return to King Rehoboam of Judah.”

28 After the king had consulted with his advisers, he made two golden calves. Then
he said to the people, “It is toomuch trouble for you to go up to Jerusalem. Look, Israel,
here are your gods who brought you up from the land of Egypt.”

29He put one in Bethel and the other in Dan.
30This caused Israel to sin; the people went to Bethel and Dan to worship the calves.
31He built temples on the high places and appointed as priests people who were not

Levites.
32 Jeroboam inaugurated a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the

festival celebrated in Judah. On the altar in Bethel he offered sacrifices to the calves he
hadmade. In Bethel he also appointed priests for the high places he hadmade.

A Prophet from Judah Visits Bethel
33Onthefifteenthdayof theeighthmonth (adatehehadarbitrarily chosen) Jeroboam

offered sacrifices on the altar he had made in Bethel. He inaugurated a festival for the
Israelites and went up to the altar to offer sacrifices.

13
1 Just then a prophet from Judah, sent by the LORD, arrived inBethel, as Jeroboamwas

standing near the altar ready to offer a sacrifice.
2With the authority of the LORD he cried out against the altar, “O altar, altar! This is

what the LORD says, ‘Look, a son named Josiah will be born to the Davidic dynasty. He
will sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who offer sacrifices on you. Human
bones will be burned on you.’ ”

3 That day he also announced a sign, “This is the sign the LORD has predetermined:
The altar will be split open and the ashes on it will fall to the ground.”

4 When the king heard what the prophet cried out against the altar in Bethel,
Jeroboam, standing at the altar, extended his hand and ordered, “Seize him!” The hand
he had extended shriveled up and he could not pull it back.

5The altar split open and the ashes fell from the altar to the ground, in fulfillment of
the sign the prophet had announced with the LORD’s authority.
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6 The king pled with the prophet, “Seek the favor of the LORD your God and pray for
me, so that my hand may be restored.” So the prophet sought the LORD’s favor and the
king’s handwas restored to its former condition.

7The king then said to the prophet, “Come homewith me and have something to eat.
I’d like to give a present.”

8But the prophet said to the king, “Even if youwere to giveme half your possessions,
I could not go with you and eat and drink in this place.

9 For the LORD|strong="H3069" gave me strict orders, ‘Do not eat or drink there and
do not go home the way you came.’ ”

10So he started back on another road; he did not travel back on the same road he had
taken to Bethel.

11Now therewas an old prophet living in Bethel. Whenhis sons camehome, they told
their father everything theprophet haddone inBethel that dayandall thewordshehad
spoken to the king.

12Their father asked them, “Which road did he take?” His sons showed him the road
the prophet from Judah had taken.

13 He then told his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” When they had saddled the
donkey for him, hemounted it

14 and took off after the prophet, whom he found sitting under an oak tree. He asked
him, “Are you the prophet from Judah?” He answered, “Yes, I am.”

15He then said to him, “Come homewithme and eat something.”
16But he replied, “I can’t go back with you or eat and drink with you in this place.
17 For the LORD|strong="H3069" gave me strict orders, ‘Do not eat or drink there; do

not go back the way you came.’ ”
18The old prophet then said, “I too am a prophet like you. An angel told me with the

LORD’s authority, ‘Bring him backwith you to your house so he can eat and drink.’ ” But
he was lying to him.

19 So the prophet went back with him and ate and drank in his house.
20While they were sitting at the table, the LORD spoke through the old prophet
21 and he cried out to the prophet from Judah, “This is what the LORD says, ‘You have

rebelled against the LORD and have not obeyed the command the LORD your God gave
you.

22Youwent back and ate and drank in this place, even though he said to you, “Do not
eat or drink there.” Therefore your corpse will not be buried in your ancestral tomb.’ ”

23 When the prophet from Judah finished his meal, the old prophet saddled his
visitor’s donkey for him.

24As the prophet from Judahwas traveling, a lion attacked himon the road and killed
him. His corpse was lying on the road, and the donkey and the lion just stood there
beside it.

25 Some men came by and saw the corpse lying in the road with the lion standing
beside it. Theywent and reportedwhat they had seen in the city where the old prophet
lived.

26When the old prophetwho had invited him to his house heard the news, he said, “It
is the prophet who rebelled against the LORD. The LORD delivered him over to the lion
and it ripped him up and killed him, just as the LORD warned him.”

27He told his sons, “Saddle my donkey,” and they did so.
28 He went and found the corpse lying in the road with the donkey and the lion

standing beside it; the lion had neither eaten the corpse nor attacked the donkey.
29 The old prophet picked up the corpse of the prophet, put it on the donkey, and

brought it back. The old prophet then entered the city to mourn him and to bury him.
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30He put the corpse into his own tomb, and they mourned over him, saying, “Ah, my
brother!”

31After he buried him, he said to his sons, “When I die, bury me in the tomb where
the prophet is buried; put my bones right beside his bones,

32 for the prophecyhe announcedwith theLORD’s authority against the altar inBethel
and against all the temples on the high places in the cities of the north will certainly be
fulfilled.”

A Prophet Announces the End of Jeroboam’s Dynasty
33 After this happened, Jeroboam still did not change his evil ways; he continued to

appoint common people as priests at the high places. Anyone who wanted the job he
consecrated as a priest.

34This sin caused Jeroboam’s dynasty to come to an end and to be destroyed from the
face of the earth.

14
1
At that time Jeroboam’s son Abijah became sick.
2 Jeroboam told his wife, “Disguise yourself so that people cannot recognize you are

Jeroboam’s wife. Then go to Shiloh; Ahijah the prophet, who told me I would rule over
this nation, lives there.

3Take ten loaves of bread, some small cakes, and a container of honey and visit him.
He will tell you what will happen to the boy.”

4 Jeroboam’s wife did as she was told. She went to Shiloh and visited Ahijah. Now
Ahijah could not see; he had lost his eyesight in his old age.

5But the LORD had told Ahijah, “Look, Jeroboam’s wife is coming to find out from you
whatwill happen to her son, for he is sick. Tell her so-and-so. When she comes, shewill
be in a disguise.”

6WhenAhijahheard the soundof her footsteps as she came through the door, he said,
“Come on in, wife of Jeroboam! Why are you pretending to be someone else? I have
been commissioned to give you bad news.

7 Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘This is what the LORD God of Israel says: “I raised you up from
among the people andmade you ruler over my people Israel.

8 I tore the kingdomaway from theDavidic dynasty and gave it to you. But youarenot
like my servant David, who kept my commandments and followedmewholeheartedly
by doing only what I approve.

9You have sinned more than all who came before you. You went and angered me by
making other gods, formed out of metal; you have completely disregardedme.

10 So I am ready to bring disaster on the dynasty of Jeroboam. I will cut off every
last male belonging to Jeroboam in Israel, including even the weak and incapacitated.
I will burn up the dynasty of Jeroboam, just as one burns manure until it is completely
consumed.

11Dogs will eat the members of your family who die in the city, and the birds of the
sky will eat the ones who die in the country.” ’ Indeed, the LORD has announced it!

12 “As for you, get up and go home. When you set foot in the city, the boy will die.
13 All Israel will mourn him and bury him. He is the only one in Jeroboam’s family

who will receive a decent burial, for he is the only one in whom the LORD God of Israel
found anything good.

14 The LORD will raise up a king over Israel who will cut off Jeroboam’s dynasty. It is
ready to happen!
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15 The LORD will attack Israel, making it like a reed that sways in the water. He will
remove Israel from this good land he gave to their ancestors and scatter them beyond
the Euphrates River, because they angered the LORD bymaking Asherah poles.

16 He will hand Israel over to their enemies because of the sins which Jeroboam
committed andwhich hemade Israel commit.”

17So Jeroboam’s wife got up andwent back to Tirzah. As she crossed the threshold of
the house, the boy died.

18All Israel buried him andmourned for him, just as the LORD had predicted through
his servant the prophet Ahijah.

Jeroboam’s Reign Ends
19 The rest of the events of Jeroboam’s reign, including the details of his battles and

rule, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.
20 Jeroboamruled for twenty-twoyears; thenhepassedaway. His sonNadabreplaced

him as king.
Rehoboam’s Reign over Judah

21Now Rehoboam son of Solomon ruled in Judah. He was forty-one years old when
he became king and he ruled for seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city the LORD chose
fromall the tribes of Israel tobehishome. HismotherwasanAmmonitewomannamed
Naamah.

22 Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD. They made him more jealous by their sins
than their ancestors had done.

23 They even built for themselves high places, sacred pillars, and Asherah poles on
every high hill and under every green tree.

24 There were also male cultic prostitutes in the land. They committed the same
horrible sins as the nations that the LORD had driven out from before the Israelites.

25 In King Rehoboam’s fifth year, King Shishak of Egypt attacked Jerusalem.
26He took away the treasures of the LORD’s temple and of the royal palace; he took

everything, including all the golden shields that Solomon hadmade.
27 King Rehoboam made bronze shields to replace them and assigned them to the

officers of the royal guard who protected the entrance to the royal palace.
28Whenever thekingvisited theLORD’s temple, the royal guardcarried themand then

brought them back to the guardroom.
29 The rest of the events of Rehoboam’s reign, including his accomplishments, are

recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.
30Rehoboam and Jeroboamwere continually at war with each other.
31Rehoboam passed away andwas buriedwith his ancestors in the city of David. His

mother was an Ammonite named Naamah. His son Abijah replaced him as king.

15
1 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam son of Nebat, Abijah became king

over Judah.
2 He ruled for three years in Jerusalem. His mother was Maacah, the daughter of

Abishalom.
3He followed all the sinful practices of his father before him. Hewas notwholeheart-

edly devoted to the LORD his God, as his ancestor David had been.
4Nevertheless for David’s sake the LORD his Godmaintained his dynasty in Jerusalem

by giving him a son to succeed him and by protecting Jerusalem.
5He did this because David had donewhat he approved and had not disregarded any

of his commandments his entire lifetime, except for the incident involving Uriah the
Hittite.
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6 Rehoboam and Jeroboam were continually at war with each other throughout
Abijah’s lifetime.

7 The rest of the events of Abijah’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah. Abijah and Jeroboam
had been at war with each other.

8Abijah passed away and was buried in the city of David. His son Asa replaced him
as king.

Asa’s Reign over Judah
9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam’s reign over Israel, Asa became the king of Judah.
10He ruled for forty-one years in Jerusalem. His grandmother wasMaacah daughter

of Abishalom.
11Asa did what the LORD approved like his ancestor David had done.
12Heremoved themale culticprostitutes fromthe landandgot ridof all thedisgusting

idols his ancestors hadmade.
13He also removedMaacah his grandmother fromher position as queen because she

had made a loathsome Asherah pole. Asa cut down her Asherah pole and burned it in
the Kidron Valley.

14 The high places were not eliminated, yet Asa was wholeheartedly devoted to the
LORD|strong="H3069" throughout his lifetime.

15He brought the holy items that he and his father had made into the LORD’s temple,
including the silver, gold, and other articles.

16NowAsa and King Baasha of Israel were continually at war with each other.
17King Baasha of Israel attacked Judah and established Ramah as a military outpost

to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the land of King Asa of Judah.
18Asa took all the silver and gold that was left in the treasuries of the LORD’s temple

and of the royal palace and handed it to his servants. He then told them to deliver it to
BenHadad sonof Tabrimmon, the sonofHezion, king of Syria, ruler inDamascus, along
with this message:

19 “I want to make a treaty with you, like the one our fathers made. See, I have sent
you silver and gold as a present. Break your treatywith King Baasha of Israel, so hewill
retreat frommy land.”

20Ben Hadad accepted King Asa’s offer and ordered his army commanders to attack
the cities of Israel. They conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel BethMaacah, and all the territory of
Naphtali, including the region of Kinnereth.

21When Baasha heard the news, he stopped fortifying Ramah and settled down in
Tirzah.

22King Asa ordered all themen of Judah (no exemptionswere granted) to carry away
the stones andwood that Baasha had used to build Ramah. King Asa used thematerials
to build up Geba (in Benjamin) andMizpah.

23 The rest of the events of Asa’s reign, including all his successes and accomplish-
ments, as well as a record of the cities he built, are recorded in the scroll called the
Annals of the Kings of Judah. Yet when he was very old he developed a foot disease.

24Asapassedawayandwasburiedwithhis ancestors in the city of his ancestorDavid.
His son Jehoshaphat replaced him as king.

Nadab’s Reign over Israel
25 In the secondyearofAsa’s reignover Judah, Jeroboam’s sonNadabbecame theking

of Israel; he ruled Israel for two years.
26 He did evil in the sight of the LORD. He followed in his father’s footsteps and

encouraged Israel to sin.
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27 Baasha son of Ahijah, from the tribe of Issachar, conspired against Nadab and
assassinated him in Gibbethon, which was in Philistine territory. This happened while
Nadab and all the Israelite armywere besieging Gibbethon.

28Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa’s reign over Judah and replaced him as
king.

29 When he became king, he executed Jeroboam’s entire family. He wiped out
everyone who breathed, just as the LORD had predicted through his servant Ahijah the
Shilonite.

30This happened because of the sinswhich Jeroboam committed andwhich hemade
Israel commit. These sins angered the LORD God of Israel.

31 The rest of the events of Nadab’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

32Asa and King Nadab of Israel were continually at war with each other.

Baasha’s Reign over Israel
33 In the third year of Asa’s reign over Judah, Baasha son of Ahijah became king over

all Israel in Tirzah; he ruled for twenty-four years.
34 He did evil in the sight of the LORD; he followed in Jeroboam’s footsteps and

encouraged Israel to sin.

16
1 Jehu son of Hanani received from the LORD this message predicting Baasha’s

downfall:
2 “I raised you up from the dust and made you ruler over my people Israel. Yet you

followed in Jeroboam’s footstepsandencouragedmypeople Israel to sin; their sinshave
mademe angry.

3So I amready toburnupBaashaandhis family, andmakeyour family like the family
of Jeroboam son of Nebat.

4Dogswill eat themembers of Baasha’s familywho die in the city, and the birds of the
sky will eat the ones who die in the country.”

5 The rest of the events of Baasha’s reign, including his accomplishments and suc-
cesses, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

6Baasha passed away andwas buried in Tirzah. His son Elah replaced him as king.
7The prophet Jehu son of Hanani received from the LORD themessage predicting the

downfall of Baasha andhis family because of all the evil Baasha had done in the sight of
theLORD. His actions angered theLORD (including thewayhehaddestroyed Jeroboam’s
dynasty|strong="H1004"), so that his family ended up like Jeroboam’s.

Elah’s Reign over Israel
8 In the twenty-sixth year of King Asa’s reign over Judah, Baasha’s son Elah became

king over Israel; he ruled in Tirzah for two years.
9His servant Zimri, a commander of half of his chariot force, conspired against him.

While Elah was drinking heavily at the house of Arza, who supervised the palace in
Tirzah,

10Zimri came in and struck him dead. (This happened in the twenty-seventh year of
Asa’s reign over Judah.) Zimri replaced Elah as king.

11Whenhebecameking andoccupied the throne, he killed Baasha’s entire family. He
did not spare anymale belonging to him; he killed his relatives and his friends.

12 Zimri destroyed Baasha’s entire family, just as the LORD| strong="H3069" had
predicted to Baasha through Jehu the prophet.
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13 This happened because of all the sins which Baasha and his son Elah committed
and which they made Israel commit. They angered the LORD God of Israel with their
worthless idols.

14 The rest of the events of Elah’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

Zimri’s Reign over Israel
15 In the twenty-seventhyearofAsa’s reignover Judah, Zimribecamekingover Israel;

he ruled for sevendays inTirzah. Zimri’s revolt tookplacewhile the armywasdeployed
in Gibbethon, which was in Philistine territory.

16While deployed there, the army received this report: “Zimri has conspired against
the king and assassinated him.” So all Israel made Omri, the commander of the army,
king over Israel that very day in the camp.

17Omri and all Israel went up from Gibbethon and besieged Tirzah.
18When Zimri saw that the city was captured, he went into the fortified area of the

royal palace. He set the palace on fire and died in the flames.
19This happenedbecause of the sins he committed. Hedid evil in the sight of the LORD

and followed in Jeroboam’s footsteps and encouraged Israel to continue sinning.
20 The rest of the events of Zimri’s reign, including the details of his revolt, are

recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

Omri’s Reign over Israel
21 At that time the people of Israel were divided in their loyalties. Half the people

supported Tibni son of Ginath and wanted to make him king; the other half supported
Omri.

22 Omri’s supporters were stronger than those who supported Tibni son of Ginath.
Tibni died; Omri became king.

23 In the thirty-first year of Asa’s reign over Judah, Omri became king over Israel. He
ruled for twelve years, six of them in Tirzah.

24Hepurchased thehill of Samaria fromShemer for two talents of silver. He launched
a constructionproject there andnamed the city hebuilt after Shemer, the former owner
of the hill of Samaria.

25Omri didmore evil in the sight of the LORD than all who were before him.
26He followed in the footsteps of Jeroboam son of Nebat and encouraged Israel to sin;

they angered the LORD God of Israel with their worthless idols.
27Therest of theeventsofOmri’s reign, includinghis accomplishmentsandsuccesses,

are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.
28Omri passed away andwas buried in Samaria. His son Ahab replaced him as king.

Ahab Promotes Idolatry
29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa’s reign over Judah, Omri’s son Ahab became king

over Israel. Ahab son of Omri ruled over Israel for twenty-two years in Samaria.
30Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the sight of the LORD than all who were before

him.
31As if following in the sinful footstepsof JeroboamsonofNebatwerenotbadenough,

he married Jezebel the daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians. Then he worshiped
and bowed to Baal.

32He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal he had built in Samaria.
33Ahab alsomade an Asherah pole; he didmore to anger the LORD God of Israel than

all the kings of Israel whowere before him.
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34During Ahab’s reign, Hiel the Bethelite rebuilt Jericho. Abiram, his firstborn son,
died when he laid the foundation; Segub, his youngest son, died when he erected its
gates, just as the LORD had warned through Joshua son of Nun.

17
1Elijah theTishbite, fromTishbe inGilead, said toAhab, “As certainly as theLORDGod

of Israel lives (whom I serve), there will be no dew or rain in the years ahead unless I
give the command.”

2The LORD told him:
3 “Leave here and travel eastward. Hide out in the Kerith Valley near the Jordan.
4Drink from the stream; I have already told the ravens to bring you food there.”
5Sohedidas theLORD toldhim; hewent and lived in theKerithValleynear the Jordan.
6 The ravens would bring him bread and meat each morning and evening, and he

would drink from the stream.
7After a while, the stream dried up because there had been no rain in the land.
8The LORD told him,
9 “Get up, go to Zarephath in Sidonian territory, and live there. I have already told a

widowwho lives there to provide for you.”
10So he got up andwent to Zarephath. When hewent through the city gate, therewas

a widow gathering wood. He called out to her, “Please give me a cup of water, so I can
take a drink.”

11As she went to get it, he called out to her, “Please bringme a piece of bread.”
12 She said, “As certainly as the LORD your God lives, I have no food, except for a

handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. Right now I am gathering a couple
of sticks for a fire. Then I’m going home to make one final meal for my son andmyself.
After we have eaten that, we will die of starvation.”

13Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go and do as you planned. But firstmake a small
cake for me and bring it to me; thenmake something for yourself and your son.

14 For this is what the LORD God of Israel says, ‘The jar of flour will not be empty and
the jug of oil will not run out until the day the LORD makes|strong="H5414" it rain on
the surface of the ground.’ ”

15 She went and did as Elijah told her; there was always enough food for Elijah and
for her and her family.

16 The jar of flour was never empty and the jug of oil never ran out, just as the LORD
had promised through Elijah.

17After this the son of the woman who owned the house got sick. His illness was so
severe he could no longer breathe.

18 She asked Elijah, “Why, prophet, have you come to me to confront me with my sin
and kill my son?”

19He said to her, “Handme your son.” He took him from her arms, carried him to the
upper roomwhere he was staying, and laid him down on his bed.

20Then he called out to the LORD|strong="H3069", “OLORD|strong="H3069", my God,
are you also bringing disaster on this widow I am staying with by killing her son?”

21He stretched out over the boy three times and called out to the LORD, “O LORD, my
God, please let this boy’s breath return to him.”

22The LORD answered Elijah’s prayer; the boy’s breath returned to him and he lived.
23 Elijah took the boy, brought him down from the upper room to the house, and

handed him to his mother. Elijah then said, “See, your son is alive!”
24 The woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a prophet and that the LORD

really does speak through you.”
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18
1 Some time later, in the third year of the famine, the LORD told Elijah, “Go, make an

appearance before Ahab, so I may send rain on the surface of the ground.”
2 So Elijah went to make an appearance before Ahab.
Now the famine was severe in Samaria.
3So Ahab summonedObadiah, who supervised the palace. (NowObadiahwas a very

loyal follower of the LORD.
4When Jezebel was killing the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah took one hundred prophets

and hid them in two caves in two groups of fifty. He also brought them food andwater.)
5Ahab told Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs and valleys. Maybe we

can find some grazing areas so we can keep the horses andmules alive and not have to
kill some of the animals.”

6They divided up the land between them; Ahabwent oneway and Obadiahwent the
other.

7 As Obadiah was traveling along, Elijah met him. When he recognized him, he fell
facedown to the ground and said, “Is it really you, mymaster, Elijah?”

8He replied, “Yes, go and say to yourmaster, ‘Elijah is back.’ ”
9Obadiah said, “What sin have I committed that you are ready to hand your servant

over to Ahab for execution?
10 As certainly as the LORD your God lives, my master has sent to every nation and

kingdom in an effort to find you. When they say, ‘He’s not here,’ he makes them swear
an oath that they could not find you.

11Now you say, ‘Go and say to yourmaster, “Elijah is back.” ’
12But when I leave you, the LORD’s spirit will carry you away so I can’t find you. If I

go tell Ahab I’ve seen you, he won’t be able to find you and he will kill me. That would
not be fair, because your servant has been a loyal follower of the LORD frommy youth.

13 Certainly my master is aware of what I did when Jezebel was killing the LORD’s
prophets. I hid one hundred of the LORD’s prophets in two caves in two groups of fifty
and I brought them food andwater.

14Now you say, ‘Go and say to yourmaster, “Elijah is back,” ’ but he will kill me.”
15But Elijah said, “As certainly as the LORD who rules over all lives (whom I serve), I

will make an appearance before him today.”
Elijah Confronts Baal’s Prophets

16When Obadiah went and informed Ahab, the king went to meet Elijah.
17When Ahab saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is it really you, the onewho brings disaster

on Israel?”
18 Elijah replied, “I have not brought disaster on Israel. But you and your father’s

dynasty have, by abandoning the LORD’s commandments and following the Baals.
19Now send out messengers and assemble all Israel before me at Mount Carmel, as

well as the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah whom Jezebel supports.
20Ahab sentmessengers to all the Israelites and had the prophets assemble at Mount

Carmel.
21Elijah approached all the people and said, “How long are you going to be paralyzed

by indecision? If the LORD is the true God, then follow him, but if Baal is, follow him!”
But the people did not say a word.

22Elijah said to them: “I am the only prophet of the LORDwho is left, but there are 450
prophets of Baal.

23 Let them bring us two bulls. Let them choose one of the bulls for themselves, cut
it up into pieces, and place it on the wood. But they must not set it on fire. I will do the
same to the other bull and place it on the wood. But I will not set it on fire.
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24Then youwill invoke the name of your god, and I will invoke the name of the LORD.
The godwho respondswith firewill demonstrate that he is the trueGod.” All the people
responded, “This will be a fair test.”

25Elijah told the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls for yourselves and go first,
for you are themajority. Invoke the name of your god, but do not light a fire.”

26So they took a bull, as he had suggested, and prepared it. They invoked the name of
Baal from morning until noon, saying, “Baal, answer us.” But there was no sound and
no answer. They jumped around on the altar they hadmade.

27 At noon Elijah mocked them, “Yell louder! After all, he is a god; he may be deep
in thought, or perhaps he stepped out for a moment or has taken a trip. Perhaps he is
sleeping and needs to be awakened.”

28 So they yelled louder and, in accordance with their prescribed ritual, mutilated
themselves with swords and spears until their bodies were covered with blood.

29Throughout the afternoon they were in an ecstatic frenzy, but there was no sound,
no answer, and no response.

30 Elijah then told all the people, “Approach me.” So all the people approached him.
He repaired the altar of the LORD that had been torn down.

31 Then Elijah took twelve stones, corresponding to the number of tribes that de-
scended from Jacob, to whom the LORD had said, “Israel will be your new name.”

32With the stones he constructed an altar for the LORD. Around the altar he made a
trench large enough to contain two seahs of seed.

33He arranged the wood, cut up the bull, and placed it on the wood.
34Thenhe said, “Fill fourwater jars andpour thewater on theoffering and thewood.”

When they had done so, he said, “Do it again.” So they did it again. Then he said, “Do it
a third time.” So they did it a third time.

35The water flowed down all sides of the altar and filled the trench.
36When it was time for the evening offering, Elijah the prophet approached the altar

and prayed: “O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, prove today that you are God
in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command.

37Answerme, O LORD, answerme, so these peoplewill know that you, O LORD, are the
true God and that you are winning back their allegiance.”

38 Then fire from the LORD fell from the sky. It consumed the offering, the wood, the
stones, and the dirt, and licked up the water in the trench.

39When all the people saw this, they threw themselves down with their faces to the
ground and said, “The LORD is the true God! The LORD is the true God!”

40 Elijah told them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Don’t let even one of them escape!”
So they seized them, and Elijah led them down to the Kishon Valley and executed them
there.

41 Then Elijah told Ahab, “Go on up and eat and drink, for the sound of a heavy
rainstorm can be heard.”

42 So Ahab went on up to eat and drink, while Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel. He
bent down toward the ground and put his face between his knees.

43He told his servant, “Go on up and look in the direction of the sea.” So he went on
up, looked, and reported, “There is nothing.” Seven times Elijah sent him to look.

44 The seventh time the servant said, “Look, a small cloud, the size of the palm of a
man’s hand, is rising up from the sea.” Elijah then said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up the
chariots and go down, so that the rain won’t overtake you.’ ”

45Meanwhile the sky was covered with dark clouds, the wind blew, and there was a
heavy rainstorm. Ahab rode toward Jezreel.

46Now the LORD energized Elijahwith power; he tucked his robe into his belt and ran
ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel.
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19
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, including a detailed account of how he

killed all the prophets with the sword.
2 Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah with this warning, “May the gods judge me

severely if by this time tomorrow I do not take your life as you did theirs!”
3Elijahwas afraid, so he got up and fled for his life to Beer Sheba in Judah. He left his

servant there,
4while he went a day’s journey into the desert. He went and sat down under a shrub

and asked the LORD to take|strong="H3947" his life: “I’ve had enough! Now, O LORD,
takemy life. After all, I’mno better thanmy ancestors.”

5 He stretched out and fell asleep under the shrub. All of a sudden an angelic
messenger touched him and said, “Get up and eat.”

6He looked and right there by his head was a cake baking on hot coals and a jug of
water. He ate and drank and then slept somemore.

7The LORD’s angelic messenger came back again, touched him, and said, “Get up and
eat, for otherwise you won’t be able to make the journey.”

8So he got up and ate and drank. Thatmeal gave him the strength to travel forty days
and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.

9Hewent into a cave there and spent the night. All of a sudden the LORD spoke to him,
“Why are you here, Elijah?”

10 He answered, “I have been absolutely loyal to the LORD| strong="H3069", the
sovereign God, even though the Israelites have abandoned the agreement they made
with you, torn down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am
left and now they want to takemy life.”

11TheLORDsaid|strong="H0559", “Gooutandstandon themountainbefore theLORD.
Look, the LORD is ready to pass by.”
A very powerful wind went before the LORD, digging into the mountain and causing

landslides, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the windstorm there was an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.

12After the earthquake, there was a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. After the
fire, there was a soft whisper.

13When Elijah heard it, he covered his face with his robe and went out and stood at
the entrance to the cave. All of a sudden a voice asked him, “Why are you here, Elijah?”

14He answered, “I have been absolutely loyal to the LORD, the sovereign God, even
though the Israelites have abandoned the agreement they made with you, torn down
your altars, and killed your prophetswith the sword. I alone am left andnow theywant
to takemy life.”

15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came and then head for the Desert of
Damascus. Go and anoint Hazael king over Syria.

16Youmust anoint Jehu sonofNimshi kingover Israel, andElisha sonof Shaphat from
Abel Meholah to take your place as prophet.

17 Jehu will kill anyone who escapes Hazael’s sword, and Elisha will kill anyone who
escapes Jehu’s sword.

18 I still have left in Israel seven thousand followers who have not bowed their knees
to Baal or kissed the images of him.”

19 Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with
twelve pairs of oxen; he was near the twelfth pair. Elijah passed by him and threw his
robe over him.

20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Please letme kissmy father andmother
goodbye, then I will follow you.” Elijah said to him, “Go back! Indeed, what have I done
to you?”
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21 Elisha went back and took his pair of oxen and slaughtered them. He cooked the
meat over a fire that he made by burning the harness and yoke. He gave the people
meat and they ate. Then he got up and followed Elijah and became his assistant.

20
1Now King Ben Hadad of Syria assembled all his army, along with thirty-two other

kings with their horses and chariots. He marched against Samaria and besieged and
attacked it.

2He sent messengers to King Ahab of Israel, who was in the city.
3He said to him, “This is what BenHadad says, ‘Your silver and your gold aremine, as

well as the best of your wives and sons.’ ”
4 The king of Israel replied, “It is just as you say, my master, O king. I and all I own

belong to you.”
5 The messengers came again and said, “This is what Ben Hadad says, ‘I sent this

message to you, “Youmust give me your silver, gold, wives, and sons.”
6 But now at this time tomorrow I will send my servants to you and they will

search through your palace and your servants’ houses. They will carry away all your
valuables.”

7 The king of Israel summoned all the leaders of the land and said, “Notice how this
man is looking for trouble. Indeed, he demandedmywives, sons, silver, and gold, and I
did not resist him.”

8All the leaders and people said to him, “Do not give in or agree to his demands.”
9 So he said to the messengers of Ben Hadad, “Say this to my master, the king, ‘I will

give you everything you demanded at first from your servant, but I am unable to agree
to this latest demand.’ ” So themessengers went back and gave their report.

10Ben Hadad sent another message to him, “May the gods judge me severely if there
is enough dirt left in Samaria for my soldiers to scoop up in their hands.”

11The king of Israel replied, “Tell him the one who puts on his battle gear should not
boast like one who is taking it off.”

12When BenHadad received this reply, he and the other kings were drinking in their
quarters. He ordered his servants, “Get ready to attack!” So they got ready to attack the
city.

The Lord Delivers Israel
13Nowa prophet visited King Ahab of Israel and said, “This is what the LORD says, ‘Do

you see this huge army? Look, I am going to hand it over to you this very day. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14Ahab asked, “Bywhomwill this be accomplished?” He answered, “This is what the
LORD says, ‘By the servants of the district governors.’ ” Ahab asked, “Who will launch
the attack?” He answered, “Youwill.”

15 So Ahab assembled the 232 servants of the district governors. After that he
assembled all the Israelite army, numbering 7,000.

16 They marched out at noon, while Ben Hadad and the thirty-two kings allied with
himwere drinking heavily in their quarters.

17 The servants of the district governors led the march. When Ben Hadad sent
messengers, they reported back to him, “Men aremarching out of Samaria.”

18He ordered, “Whether they come in peace or to do battle, take them alive.”
19Theymarched out of the city with the servants of the district governors in the lead

and the army behind them.
20 Each one struck down an enemy soldier; the Syrians fled and Israel chased them.

King Ben Hadad of Syria escaped on horseback with some horsemen.
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21 Then the king of Israel marched out and struck down the horses and chariots; he
thoroughly defeated Syria.

The Lord Gives Israel Another Victory
22Theprophet visited the king of Israel and instructedhim, “Go, fortify yourdefenses.

Determine what youmust do, for in the spring the king of Syria will attack you.”
23 Now the advisers of the king of Syria said to him: “Their God is a god of the

mountains. That’s why they overpowered us. But if we fight them in the plains, we
will certainly overpower them.

24 So do this: Dismiss the kings from their command, and replace themwith military
commanders.

25Muster an army like the one you lost, with the samenumber of horses and chariots.
Thenwewill fight them in the plains; wewill certainly overpower them.” He approved
their plan and did as they advised.

26 In the spring Ben Hadadmustered the Syrian army andmarched to Aphek to fight
Israel.

27When the Israelites had mustered and had received their supplies, they marched
out to face them in battle. When the Israelites deployed opposite them, they were like
two small flocks of goats, but the Syrians filled the land.

28Theprophet visited the king of Israel and said, “This iswhat theLORD says: ‘Because
the Syrians said, “The LORD is a god of themountains and not a god of the valleys,” I will
hand over to you this entire huge army. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.’ ”

29The armies were deployed opposite each other for seven days. On the seventh day
the battle began, and the Israelites killed 100,000 Syrian foot soldiers in one day.

30The remaining 27,000 ran to Aphek andwent into the city, but thewall fell on them.
Now Ben Hadad ran into the city and hid in an inner room.

31His advisers said tohim, “Look,wehaveheard that thekings of the Israelite dynasty
are kind. Allow us to put sackcloth around our waists and ropes on our heads and
surrender to the king of Israel. Maybe he will spare our lives.”

32 So they put sackcloth around their waists and ropes on their heads and went to
the king of Israel. They said, “Your servant Ben Hadad says, ‘Please let me live!’ ” Ahab
replied, “Is he still alive? He is my brother.”

33Thementook thisasagoodomenandquicklyacceptedhisoffer, saying, “BenHadad
is yourbrother.” Ahab thensaid, “Go, gethim.” SoBenHadadcameout tohim, andAhab
pulled him up into his chariot.

34Ben Hadad said, “I will return the cities my father took from your father. You may
set upmarkets in Damascus, just as my father did in Samaria.” Ahab then said, “I want
tomake a treaty with you before I dismiss you.” So hemade a treaty with him and then
dismissed him.

A Prophet Denounces Ahab’s Actions
35One of themembers of the prophetic guild, speakingwith divine authority, ordered

his companion, “Woundme!” But theman refused to wound him.
36 So the prophet said to him, “Because you have disobeyed the LORD, as soon as you

leaveme a lion will kill you.” When he left him, a lion attacked and killed him.
37He found another man and said, “Woundme!” So themanwounded him severely.
38Theprophet thenwentandstoodby the road,waiting for theking. Healsodisguised

himself by putting a bandage down over his eyes.
39When the king passed by, he called out to the king, “Your servant went out into the

heat of the battle, and then aman turned aside and brought me a prisoner. He told me,
‘Guard this prisoner. If he ends upmissing for any reason, youwill paywith your life or
with a talent of silver.’
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40 Well, it just so happened that while your servant was doing this and that, he
disappeared.” The king of Israel said to him, “Your punishment is already determined
by your own testimony.”

41 The prophet quickly removed the bandage from his eyes and the king of Israel
recognized he was one of the prophets.

42The prophet then said to him, “This is what the LORD says, ‘Because you released a
man Ihaddetermined shoulddie, youwill paywith your life andyourpeoplewill suffer
instead of his people.’ ”

43The king of Israel went home to Samaria bitter and angry.

21
1After this the following episode took place. Naboth the Jezreelite owned a vineyard

in Jezreel adjacent to the palace of King Ahab of Samaria.
2Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard so I can make a vegetable garden out

of it, for it is adjacent to my palace. I will give you an even better vineyard in its place,
or if you prefer, I will pay you silver for it.”

3 But Naboth replied to Ahab, “The LORD forbid that I should sell you my ancestral
inheritance.”

4 So Ahab went into his palace, bitter and angry that Naboth the Jezreelite had said,
“I will not sell to you my ancestral inheritance.” He lay down on his bed, pouted, and
would not eat.

5 Then his wife Jezebel came in and said to him, “Why do you have a bitter attitude
and refuse to eat?”

6He answered her, “While Iwas talking toNaboth the Jezreelite, I said to him, ‘Sellme
your vineyard for silver, or if you prefer, I will give you another vineyard in its place.’
But he said, ‘I will not sell youmy vineyard.’ ”

7His wife Jezebel said to him, “You are the king of Israel! Get up, eat some food, and
have a good time. I will get the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite for you.”

8 She wrote out orders, signed Ahab’s name to them, and sealed them with his seal.
She then sent the orders to the leaders and to the nobles who lived in Naboth’s city.

9 This is what she wrote: “Observe a time of fasting and seat Naboth in front of the
people.

10Also seat two villains opposite him and have them testify, ‘You cursed God and the
king.’ Then take him out and stone him to death.”

11Themenof the city, the leaders and thenobleswho lived there, followed thewritten
orders Jezebel had sent them.

12They observed a time of fasting and put Naboth in front of the people.
13 The two villains arrived and sat opposite him. Then the villains testified against

Naboth right before the people, saying, “Naboth cursed God and the king.” So they
dragged him outside the city and stoned him to death.

14Then they reported to Jezebel, “Naboth has been stoned to death.”
15When Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, “Get

up, take possession of the vineyard Naboth the Jezreelite refused to sell you for silver,
for Naboth is no longer alive; he’s dead.”

16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to take
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

17The LORD told Elijah the Tishbite:
18 “Get up, go down and meet King Ahab of Israel who lives in Samaria. He is at the

vineyard of Naboth; he has gone down there to take possession of it.
19Say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: “Haven’t you committedmurder and taken

possession of the property of the deceased?” ’ Then say to him, ‘This is what the LORD
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says: “In the spot where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood they will also lick up your blood
– yes, yours!” ’ ”

20When Elijah arrived, Ahab said to him, “So, you have foundme, my enemy!” Elijah
replied, “I have found you, because you are committed to doing evil in the sight of the
LORD.

21 The LORD says, ‘Look|strong="H2005", I am ready to bring disaster on you. I will
destroy you and cut off every last male belonging to Ahab in Israel, including even the
weak and incapacitated.

22 I will make your dynasty like those of Jeroboam son of Nebat and Baasha son of
Ahijah because you angeredme andmade Israel sin.’

23 The LORD says this about Jezebel, ‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by the outer wall of
Jezreel.’

24As for Ahab’s family, dogs will eat the ones who die in the city, and the birds of the
sky will eat the ones who die in the country.”

25 (There had never been anyone like Ahab, who was firmly committed to doing evil
in the sight of the LORD, urged on by his wife Jezebel.

26He was so wicked he worshiped the disgusting idols, just like the Amorites whom
the LORD had driven out from before the Israelites.)

27WhenAhab heard thesewords, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, and fasted. He
slept in sackcloth and walked around dejected.

28The LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite,
29 “Have you noticed how Ahab shows remorse before me? Because he shows

remorse before me, I will not bring disaster on his dynasty during his lifetime, but
during the reign of his son.”

22
1There was no war between Syria and Israel for three years.
2 In the third year King Jehoshaphat of Judah came down to visit the king of Israel.
3 The king of Israel said to his servants, “Surely you recognize that Ramoth Gilead

belongs to us, though we are hesitant to reclaim it from the king of Syria.”
4 Then he said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to attack Ramoth Gilead?”

Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel, “I will support you;my army and horses are at
your disposal.”

5Then Jehoshaphat added, “First seek an oracle from the LORD.”
6 So the king of Israel assembled about four hundred prophets and asked them,

“Should I attackRamothGileadornot?” They said, “Attack! The sovereignonewill hand
it over to the king.”

7But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not a prophet of the LORD still here, thatwemayask
him?”

8The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still oneman throughwhomwe
can seek the LORD’s will. But I despise him because he does not prophesy prosperity for
me, but disaster. His name is Micaiah son of Imlah. Jehoshaphat said, “The king should
not say such things.”

9 The king of Israel summoned an official and said, “Quickly bring Micaiah son of
Imlah.”

10 Now the king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah were sitting on their
respective thrones, dressed in their robes, at the threshing floor at the entrance of the
gate of Samaria. All the prophets were prophesying before them.

11 Zedekiah son of Kenaanah made iron horns and said, “This is what the LORD says,
‘With these you will gore Syria until they are destroyed.’ ”
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12All the prophets were prophesying the same, saying, “Attack Ramoth Gilead! You
will succeed; the LORD will hand it over to the king.”

13Now themessengerwhowent to summonMicaiah said to him, “Look, the prophets
are in complete agreement that the king will succeed. Your words must agree with
theirs; youmust predict success.”

14But Micaiah said, “As certainly as the LORD lives, I will say what the LORD tells me
to say.”

15 When he came before the king, the king asked him, “Micaiah, should we attack
RamothGileadornot?” Heansweredhim, “Attack! Youwill succeed; theLORDwill hand
it over to the king.”

16 The king said to him, “How many times must I make you solemnly promise in the
name of the LORD to tell me only the truth?”

17Micaiah said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains like sheep that have no
shepherd. Then the LORD said, ‘They have nomaster. They should go home in peace.’ ”

18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you he does not prophesy
prosperity for me, but disaster?”

19Micaiah said, “That being the case, hear theword of the LORD. I saw the LORD sitting
on his throne, with all the heavenly assembly standing on his right and on his left.

20 The LORD said, ‘Who will deceive Ahab, so he will attack Ramoth Gilead and die
there?’ One said this and another that.

21 Then a spirit stepped forward and stood before the LORD. He said, ‘I will deceive
him.’ The LORD asked him, ‘How?’

22He replied, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in themouths of all his prophets.’ The
LORD said|strong="H0559", ‘Deceive and overpower him. Go out and do as you have
proposed.’

23 So now, look, the LORD has placed a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets
of yours; but the LORD has decreed disaster for you.”

24 Zedekiah son of Kenaanah approached, hit Micaiah on the jaw, and said, “Which
way did the LORD’s spirit go when he went fromme to speak to you?”

25Micaiah replied, “Look, you will see in the day when you go into an inner room to
hide.”

26Then the king of Israel said, “TakeMicaiah and return him to Amon the city official
and Joash the king’s son.

27Say, ‘This is what the king says, “Put this man in prison. Give him only a little bread
andwater until I safely return.” ’ ”

28Micaiah said, “If you really do safely return, then the LORD has not spoken through
me.” Then he added, “Take note, all you people.”

29The king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah attacked Ramoth Gilead.
30 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and then enter into

the battle; but you wear your royal robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself and
then entered into the battle.

31Now theking of Syria hadorderedhis thirty-two chariot commanders, “Donot fight
common soldiers or high-ranking officers; fight only the king of Israel.”

32When the chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “Hemust be the king of
Israel.” So they turned and attacked him, but Jehoshaphat cried out.

33When the chariot commanders realized he was not the king of Israel, they turned
away from him.

34Now an archer shot an arrow at random, and it struck the king of Israel between
theplates of his armor. Theking orderedhis charioteer, “Turnaroundand takeme from
the battle line, because I’mwounded.”
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35While the battle raged throughout the day, the king stood propped up in his chariot
opposite the Syrians. He died in the evening; the blood from the wound ran down into
the bottom of the chariot.

36As the sunwas setting, a crywent through the camp, “Each one should return to his
city and to his homeland.”

37 So the king died andwas taken to Samaria, where they buried him.
38They washed off the chariot at the pool of Samaria (this was where the prostitutes

bathed); dogs licked his blood, just as the LORD had said would happen.
39 The rest of the events of Ahab’s reign, including a record of his accomplishments

and how he built a luxurious palace and various cities, are recorded in the scroll called
the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

40Ahab passed away. His son Ahaziah replaced him as king.
Jehoshaphat’s Reign over Judah

41 In the fourth year of King Ahab’s reign over Israel, Asa’s son Jehoshaphat became
king over Judah.

42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king and he reigned for
twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi.

43 He followed in his father Asa’s footsteps and was careful to do what the LORD
approved. However, the high places were not eliminated; the people continued to offer
sacrifices and burn incense on the high places.

44 Jehoshaphat was also at peace with the king of Israel.
45 The rest of the events of Jehoshaphat’s reign, including his successes and military

exploits, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.
46He removed from the land anymale cultic prostituteswho hadmanaged to survive

the reign of his father Asa.
47There was no king in Edom at this time; a governor ruled.
48 Jehoshaphat built a fleet of largemerchant ships to travel toOphir for gold, but they

never made the voyage because they were shipwrecked in Ezion Geber.
49 Then Ahaziah son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my sailors join yours in the

fleet,” but Jehoshaphat refused.
50 Jehoshaphat passed away and was buried with his ancestors in the city of his

ancestor David. His son Jehoram replaced him as king.
Ahaziah’s Reign over Israel

51 In the seventeenthyearofKing Jehoshaphat’s reignover Judah, Ahab’s sonAhaziah
became king over Israel in Samaria. He ruled for two years over Israel.

52He did evil in the sight of the LORD and followed in the footsteps of his father and
mother; like Jeroboam son of Nebat, he encouraged Israel to sin.

53Heworshiped and bowed down to Baal, angering the LORD God of Israel just as his
father had done.
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2 Kings
Elijah Confronts the King andHis Commanders

1After Ahab died, Moab rebelled against Israel.
2 Ahaziah fell through a window lattice in his upper chamber in Samaria and was

injured. He sent messengers with these orders, “Go, ask Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron,
if I will survive this injury.”

3 But the LORD’s angelic messenger told Elijah the Tishbite, “Get up, go to meet the
messengers from the king of Samaria. Say this to them: ‘Youmust think there is no God
in Israel! That explains why you are on yourway to seek an oracle fromBaal Zebub the
god of Ekron.

4Therefore this is what the LORD says, “You will not leave the bed you lie on, for you
will certainly die!” ’ ” So Elijah went on his way.

5 When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, “Why have you re-
turned?”

6They replied, “Aman came up to meet us. He told us, “Go back to the king who sent
you and tell him, ‘This is what the LORD says: “Youmust think there is no God in Israel!
That explains why you are sending for an oracle from Baal Zebub, the god of Ekron.
Therefore you will not leave the bed you lie on, for you will certainly die.” ’ ”

7 The king asked them, “Describe the appearance of this man who came up to meet
you and told you these things.”

8They replied, “Hewas a hairyman andhad a leather belt tied aroundhiswaist.” The
king said, “He is Elijah the Tishbite.”

9The king sent a captain and his fifty soldiers to retrieve Elijah. The captain went up
to him, while he was sitting on the top of a hill. He told him, “Prophet, the king says,
‘Come down!’ ”

10 Elijah replied to the captain, “If I am indeed a prophet, may fire come down from
the sky and consume you and your fifty soldiers!” Fire then came down from the sky
and consumed him and his fifty soldiers.

11 The king sent another captain and his fifty soldiers to retrieve Elijah. He went up
and told him, “Prophet, this is what the king says, ‘Come down at once!’ ”

12Elijah replied to them, “If I am indeed a prophet, may fire come down from the sky
and consume you and your fifty soldiers!” Fire from God came down from the sky and
consumed him and his fifty soldiers.

13The king sent a third captain and his fifty soldiers. This third captain went up and
fell on his knees before Elijah. He begged for mercy, “Prophet, please have respect for
my life and for the lives of these fifty servants of yours.

14 Indeed, fire came down from the sky and consumed the two captains who came
before me, along with their men. So now, please have respect for my life.”

15 The LORD’s|strong="H3069" angelic messenger said to Elijah, “Go down with him.
Don’t be afraid of him.” So he got up andwent downwith him to the king.

16Elijah said to the king, “This is what the LORD says, ‘You sent messengers to seek an
oracle fromBaal Zebub, the god of Ekron. Youmust think there is no God in Israel from
whom you can seek an oracle! Therefore you will not leave the bed you lie on, for you
will certainly die.’ ”

17 He died just as the LORD had prophesied through Elijah. In the second year of
the reign of King Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat over Judah, Ahaziah’s brother Jehoram
replaced him as king of Israel, because he had no son.
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18 The rest of the events of Ahaziah’s reign, including his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

2
1 Just before the LORD took Elijah up to heaven in awindstorm, Elijah and Elishawere

traveling from Gilgal.
2Elijah told Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORDhas sentme to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As

certainly as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to
Bethel.

3Somemembers of the prophetic guild in Bethel came out to Elisha and said, “Do you
know that today the LORD is going to take your master from you?” He answered, “Yes, I
know. Be quiet.”

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
replied, “As certainly as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they
went to Jericho.

5 Some members of the prophetic guild in Jericho approached Elisha and said, “Do
you know that today the LORD is going to take your master from you?” He answered,
“Yes, I know. Be quiet.”

6Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORDhas sentme to the Jordan.” But he replied,
“As certainly as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they traveled on
together.

7Thefiftymembers of theprophetic guildwent and stoodopposite themat adistance,
while Elijah and Elisha stood by the Jordan.

8Elijah took his cloak, folded it up, and hit the water with it. The water divided, and
the two of them crossed over on dry ground.

9When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, “What can I do for you, before
I am taken away from you?” Elisha answered, “May I receive a double portion of the
prophetic spirit that energizes you.”

10 Elijah replied, “That’s a difficult request! If you see me taken from you, may it be
so, but if you don’t, it will not happen.”

11 As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a fiery chariot pulled by fiery
horses appeared. They went between Elijah and Elisha, and Elijah went up to heaven
in a windstorm.

12While Elisha was watching, he was crying out, “My father, my father! The chariot
and horsemen of Israel!” Then he could no longer see him. He grabbed his clothes and
tore them in two.

13He picked up Elijah’s cloak, which had fallen off him, and went back and stood on
the shore of the Jordan.

14He took the cloak that had fallen off Elijah, hit thewaterwith it, and said, “Where is
the LORD, the God of Elijah?” When he hit the water, it divided and Elisha crossed over.

15 When the members of the prophetic guild in Jericho, who were standing at a
distance, sawhimdo this, they said, “The spirit that energized Elijah rests upon Elisha.”
They went to meet him and bowed down to the ground before him.

16They said tohim, “Look, there arefifty capablemenwithyour servants. Let themgo
and look for your master, for the wind sent from the LORD may have carried him away
and dropped him on one of the hills or in one of the valleys.” But Elisha replied, “Don’t
send them out.”

17 But they were so insistent, he became embarrassed. So he said, “Send them out.”
They sent the fifty men out and they looked for three days, but could not find Elijah.

18When they came back, Elisha was staying in Jericho. He said to them, “Didn’t I tell
you, ‘Don’t go’?”
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Elisha Demonstrates His Authority
19Themen of the city said to Elisha, “Look, the city has a good location, as ourmaster

can see. But the water is bad and the land doesn’t produce crops.”
20Elisha said, “Get me a new jar and put some salt in it.” So they got it.
21Hewent out to the spring and threw the salt in. Thenhe said, “This iswhat the LORD

says, ‘I have purified this water. It will no longer cause death or fail to produce crops.”
22The water has been pure to this very day, just as Elisha prophesied.
23Hewent up from there to Bethel. As hewas traveling up the road, some young boys

came out of the city andmade fun of him, saying, “Go on up, baldy! Go on up, baldy!”
24When he turned around and saw them, he called God’s judgment down on them.

Two female bears came out of the woods and ripped forty-two of the boys to pieces.
25From there he traveled to Mount Carmel and then back to Samaria.

3
1 In the eighteenth year of King Jehoshaphat’s reign over Judah, Ahab’s son Jehoram

became king over Israel in Samaria; he ruled for twelve years.
2 He did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not to the same degree as his father and

mother. He did remove the sacred pillar of Baal that his father hadmade.
3Yet he persisted in the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who encouraged Israel to sin;

he did not turn from them.
4NowKingMesha ofMoabwas a sheep breeder. Hewould send as tribute to the king

of Israel 100,000male lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams.
5When Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.
6At that time King Jehoram left Samaria and assembled all Israel for war.
7He sent this message to King Jehoshaphat of Judah: “The king of Moab has rebelled

against me. Will you fight withme against Moab?” Jehoshaphat replied, “I will join you
in the campaign; my army and horses are at your disposal.”

8He thenasked, “Which invasion route arewegoing to take?” Jehoramanswered, “By
the road through the Desert of Edom.”

9 So the kings of Israel, Judah, and Edom set out together. They wandered around on
the road for seven days and finally ran out of water for the men and animals they had
with them.

10The king of Israel said, “Ohno! Certainly the LORD|strong="H3069" has summoned
these three kings so that he can hand them over to the king of Moab!”

11 Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no prophet of the LORD here that we might seek the
LORD’s direction?” One of the servants of the king of Israel answered, “Elisha son of
Shapat is here; he used to be Elijah’s servant.”

12 Jehoshaphat said, “The LORD speaks through him.” So the king of Israel and
Jehoshaphat and the king of Edomwent down to visit him.

13Elisha said to the king of Israel, “Why are you here? Go to your father’s prophets or
your mother’s prophets!” The king of Israel replied to him, “No, for the LORD is the one
who summoned these three kings so that he can hand them over to Moab.”

14Elisha said, “As certainly as the LORDwho rules over all lives (whom I serve), if I did
not respect King Jehoshaphat of Judah, Iwould not pay attention to you or acknowledge
you.

15But now, get me amusician.” When themusician played, the LORD energized him,
16and he said, “This is what the LORD says, ‘Makemany cisterns in this valley,’
17 for this is what the LORD says, ‘You will not feel any wind or see any rain, but this

valley will be full of water and you and your cattle and animals will drink.’
18This is an easy task for the LORD; he will also handMoab over to you.
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19You will defeat every fortified city and every important city. You must chop down
every productive tree, stop up all the springs, and cover all the cultivated land with
stones.”

20 Sure enough, the next morning, at the time of the morning sacrifice, water came
flowing down from Edom and filled the land.

21Now all Moab had heard that the kings were attacking, so everyone old enough to
fight wasmustered and placed at the border.

22When they got up early the next morning, the sunwas shining on the water. To the
Moabites, who were some distance away, the water looked red like blood.

23TheMoabites said, “It’s blood! The kings are totally destroyed!
They have struck one another down! Now, Moab, seize the plunder!”
24When they approached the Israelite camp, the Israelites rose up and struck down

theMoabites, who then ran from them. The Israelites thoroughly defeatedMoab.
25 They tore down the cities and each man threw a stone into every cultivated field

until they were covered. They stopped up every spring and chopped down every
productive tree.
Only Kir Hareseth was left intact, but the slingers surrounded it and attacked it.
26When the king of Moab realized he was losing the battle, he and 700 swordsmen

tried to break through and attack the king of Edom, but they failed.
27 So he took his firstborn son, who was to succeed him as king, and offered him up

as a burnt sacrifice on thewall. Therewas an outburst of divine anger against Israel, so
they broke off the attack and returned to their homeland.

4
1Now awife of one of the prophets appealed to Elisha for help, saying, “Your servant,

my husband is dead. You know that your servantwas a loyal follower of the LORD. Now
the creditor is coming to take awaymy two boys to be his servants.”

2Elisha said to her, “What can I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?”
She answered, “Your servant has nothing in the house except a small jar of olive oil.”

3He said, “Go and ask all your neighbors for empty containers. Get as many as you
can.

4 Go and close the door behind you and your sons. Pour the olive oil into all the
containers; set aside each one when you have filled it.”

5 So she left him and closed the door behind her and her sons. As they were bringing
the containers to her, she was pouring the olive oil.

6 When the containers were full, she said to one of her sons, “Bring me another
container.” But he answered her, “There are no more.” Then the olive oil stopped
flowing.

7 She went and told the prophet. He said, “Go, sell the olive oil. Repay your creditor,
and then you and your sons can live off the rest of the profit.”

Elisha Gives Life to a Boy
8One day Elisha traveled to Shunem, where a prominent woman lived. She insisted

that he stop for ameal. Sowhenever hewas passing through, hewould stop in there for
ameal.

9She said to her husband, “Look, I’msure that themanwho regularly passes through
here is a very special prophet.

10 Let’s make a small private upper room and furnish it with a bed, table, chair, and
lamp. When he visits us, he can stay there.”

11One day Elisha came for a visit; he went into the upper room and rested.
12He told his servant Gehazi, “Ask the Shunammite woman to come here.” So he did

so and she came to him.
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13Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tell her, ‘Look, you have treated us with such great respect.
What can I do for you? Can I put in a goodword for youwith the king or the commander
of the army?’ ” She replied, “I’mquite secure.”

14 So he asked Gehazi, “What can I do for her?” Gehazi replied, “She has no son, and
her husband is old.”

15Elisha told him, “Ask her to come here.” So he did so and she came and stood in the
doorway.

16He said, “About this time next year you will be holding a son.” She said, “No, my
master! O prophet, do not lie to your servant!”

17Thewoman did conceive, and at the specified time the next year she gave birth to a
son, just as Elisha had told her.

18 The boy grew and one day he went out to see his father who was with the harvest
workers.

19He said to his father, “My head! My head!” His father told a servant, “Carry him to
his mother.”

20 So he picked him up and took him to his mother. He sat on her lap until noon and
then died.

21Shewent up and laid him down on the prophet’s bed. She shut the door behind her
and left.

22She called to her husband, “Sendme one of the servants and one of the donkeys, so
I can go see the prophet quickly and then return.”

23 He said, “Why do you want to go see him today? It is not the new moon or the
Sabbath.” She said, “Everything’s fine.”

24She saddled the donkey and told her servant, “Lead on. Do not stop unless I say so.”
25 So she went to visit the prophet at Mount Carmel. When he saw her at a distance,

he said to his servant Gehazi, “Look, it’s the Shunammite woman.
26Now, run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you well? Are your husband and the boy

well?’ ” She told Gehazi, “Everything’s fine.”
27 But when she reached the prophet on the mountain, she grabbed hold of his feet.

Gehazi came near to push her away, but the prophet said, “Leave her alone, for she is
very upset. The LORD|strong="H3069" has kept the matter hidden from me; he didn’t
tell me about it.”

28 She said, “Did I askmymaster for a son? Didn’t I say, ‘Don’t misleadme?’ ”
29Elisha told Gehazi, “Tuck your robes into your belt, takemy staff, and go! Don’t stop

to exchange greetings with anyone! Place my staff on the child’s face.”
30 The mother of the child said, “As certainly as the LORD lives and as you live, I will

not leave you.” So Elisha got up and followed her back.
31NowGehaziwent onaheadof them. Heplaced the staffon the child’s face, but there

was no sound or response. When he came back to Elisha he told him, “The child did not
wake up.”

32When Elisha arrived at the house, there was the child lying dead on his bed.
33Hewent in by himself and closed the door. Then he prayed to the LORD.
34He got up on the bed and spread his body out over the boy; he put hismouth on the

boy’s mouth, his eyes over the boy’s eyes, and the palms of his hands against the boy’s
palms. He bent down over him, and the boy’s skin grewwarm.

35Elishawent back andwalked around in the house. Then he got up on the bed again
and bent down over him. The child sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.

36 Elisha called to Gehazi and said, “Get the Shunammite woman.” So he did so and
she came to him. He said to her, “Take your son.”

37 She came in, fell at his feet, and bowed down. Then she picked up her son and left.
ElishaMakes aMeal Edible
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38Now Elisha went back to Gilgal, while there was famine in the land. Some of the
prophets were visiting him and he told his servant, “Put the big pot on the fire and boil
some stew for the prophets.”

39 Someone went out to the field to gather some herbs and found a wild vine. He
picked some of its fruit, enough to fill up the fold of his robe. He came back, cut it up,
and threw the slices into the stew pot, not knowing they were harmful.

40The stew was poured out for the men to eat. When they ate some of the stew, they
cried out, “Death is in the pot, O prophet!” They could not eat it.

41He said, “Get some flour.” Then he threw it into the pot and said, “Now pour some
out for themen so theymay eat.” There was no longer anything harmful in the pot.

ElishaMiraculously Feeds a Hundred People
42Now aman from Baal Shalisha brought some food for the prophet – twenty loaves

of bread made from the firstfruits of the barley harvest, as well as fresh ears of grain.
Elisha said, “Set it before the people so theymay eat.”

43But his attendant said, “How can I feed a hundredmenwith this?” He replied, “Set
it before the people so they may eat, for this is what the LORD says, ‘They will eat and
have some left over.’ ”

44So he set it before them; they ate and had some left over, just as the LORD predicted.

5
1 Now Naaman, the commander of the king of Syria’s army, was esteemed and

respected by his master, for through him the LORD had given Syria military victories.
But this great warrior had a skin disease.

2Raiding partieswent out fromSyria and took captive from the land of Israel a young
girl, who became a servant to Naaman’s wife.

3She told hermistress, “If onlymymaster were in the presence of the prophet who is
in Samaria! Then he would cure him of his skin disease.”

4Naamanwent and told his master what the girl from the land of Israel had said.
5 The king of Syria said, “Go! I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman

went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten suits of
clothes.

6He brought the letter to king of Israel. It read: “This is a letter of introduction formy
servant Naaman, whom I have sent to be cured of his skin disease.”

7When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God? Can I
kill or restore life? Why does he askme to cure aman of his skin disease? Certainly you
must see that he is looking for an excuse to fight me!”

8 When Elisha the prophet heard that the king had torn his clothes, he sent this
message to the king, “Why did you tear your clothes? Send him to me so he may know
there is a prophet in Israel.”

9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood in the doorway of Elisha’s
house.

10Elisha sent out amessengerwho told him, “Go andwash seven times in the Jordan;
your skin will be restored and youwill be healed.”

11Naaman went away angry. He said, “Look, I thought for sure he would come out,
stand there, invoke thenameof theLORDhisGod,wavehis handover the area, and cure
the skin disease.

12The rivers of Damascus, the Abana and Pharpar, are better than any of the waters
of Israel! Could I notwash in themandbehealed?” Sohe turned aroundandwent away
angry.
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13His servants approached and said to him, “O master, if the prophet had told you
to do some difficult task, you would have been willing to do it. It seems you should be
happy that he simply said, “Wash and youwill be healed.”

14 So he went down and dipped in the Jordan seven times, as the prophet had
instructed. His skin became as smooth as a young child’s and he was healed.

15 He and his entire entourage returned to the prophet. Naaman came and stood
before him. He said, “For sure I know that there is no God in all the earth except in
Israel! Now, please accept a gift from your servant.”

16But Elisha replied, “As certainly as the LORD lives (whom I serve), Iwill take nothing
from you.” Naaman insisted that he take it, but he refused.

17Naaman said, “If not, then please give your servant a load of dirt, enough for a pair
of mules to carry, for your servant will never again offer a burnt offering or sacrifice to
a god other than the LORD.

18May the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters the
temple of Rimmon to worship, and he leans on my arm and I bow down in the temple
of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this.”

19Elisha said to him, “Go in peace.”
When he had gone a short distance,
20Gehazi, theprophet Elisha’s servant, thought, “Look,mymasterdidnot acceptwhat

this Syrian Naaman offered him. As certainly as the LORD lives, I will run after him and
accept something from him.”

21 So Gehazi ran after Naaman. When Naaman saw someone running after him, he
got down from his chariot to meet him and asked, “Is everything all right?”

22He answered, “Everything is fine. Mymaster sentmewith thismessage, ‘Look, two
servants of the prophets just arrived from the Ephraimite hill country. Please give them
a talent of silver and two suits of clothes.’ ”

23 Naaman said, “Please accept two talents of silver. He insisted, and tied up two
talents of silver in two bags, along with two suits of clothes. He gave them to two of
his servants and they carried them for Gehazi.

24When he arrived at the hill, he took them from the servants and put them in the
house. Then he sent themen on their way.

25When he came and stood before his master, Elisha asked him, “Where have you
been, Gehazi?” He answered, “Your servant hasn’t been anywhere.”

26 Elisha replied, “I was there in spirit when a man turned and got down from his
chariot to meet you. This is not the proper time to accept silver or to accept clothes,
olive groves, vineyards, sheep, cattle, andmale and female servants.

27 Therefore Naaman’s skin disease will afflict you and your descendants forever!”
When Gehazi went out from his presence, his skin was as white as snow.

6
1 Some of the prophets said to Elisha, “Look, the place where wemeet with you is too

cramped for us.
2Let’s go to the Jordan. Each of uswill get a log from there andwewill build ameeting

place for ourselves there.” He said, “Go.”
3One of them said, “Please come along with your servants.” He replied, “All right, I’ll

come.”
4 So he went with them. When they arrived at the Jordan, they started cutting down

trees.
5 As one of them was felling a log, the ax head dropped into the water. He shouted,

“Oh no, mymaster! It was borrowed!”
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6 The prophet asked, “Where did it drop in?” When he showed him the spot, Elisha
cut off a branch, threw it in at that spot, andmade the ax head float.

7He said, “Lift it out.” So he reached out his hand and grabbed it.
Elisha Defeats an Army

8Now the king of Syria was at war with Israel. He consulted his advisers, who said,
“Invade at such and such a place.”

9 But the prophet sent this message to the king of Israel, “Make sure you don’t pass
through this place because Syria is invading there.”

10 So the king of Israel sent a message to the place the prophet had pointed out,
warning it to be on its guard. This happened on several occasions.

11This made the king of Syria upset. So he summoned his advisers and said to them,
“One of us must be helping the king of Israel.”

12One of his advisers said, “No, my master, O king. The prophet Elisha who lives in
Israel keeps telling the king of Israel the things you say in your bedroom.”

13Theking ordered, “Go, findoutwherehe is, so I can send somemen to capturehim.”
The king was told, “He is in Dothan.”

14 So he sent horses and chariots there, along with a good-sized army. They arrived
during the night and surrounded the city.

15The prophet’s attendant got up early in the morning. When he went outside there
was an army surrounding the city, along with horses and chariots. He said to Elisha,
“Oh no, mymaster! What will we do?”

16He replied, “Don’t be afraid, for our side outnumbers them.”
17 Then Elisha prayed, “O LORD, open his eyes so he can see.” The LORD opened the

servant’s eyes and he saw that the hill was full of horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha.

18 As they approached him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, “Strike these people with
blindness.” The LORD struck|strong="H5221" themwith blindness as Elisha requested.

19 Then Elisha said to them, “This is not the right road or city. Follow me, and I will
lead you to theman you’re looking for.” He led them to Samaria.

20When they had entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O LORD, open their eyes, so they can
see.” The LORD opened their eyes and they saw that theywere in themiddle of Samaria.

21When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Should I strike them down, my
master?”

22He replied, “Donot strike themdown! Youdidnot capture themwith your sword or
bow, so what gives you the right to strike them down? Give them some food and water,
so they can eat and drink and then go back to their master.”

23Sohe threwabig banquet for themand they ate anddrank. Thenhe sent themback
to their master. After that no Syrian raiding parties again invaded the land of Israel.

The Lord Saves Samaria
24LaterKingBenHadadofSyriaassembledhis entirearmyandattackedandbesieged

Samaria.
25Samaria’s food supply ran out. They laid siege to it so long that a donkey’s headwas

selling for eighty shekels of silver and a quarter of a kab of dove’s droppings for five
shekels of silver.

26While the king of Israel was passing by on the city wall, a woman shouted to him,
“Help us, mymaster, O king!”

27He replied, “No, let the LORD help you. How can I help you? The threshing floor and
winepress are empty.”

28Then the king asked her, “What’s your problem?” She answered, “This woman said
to me, ‘Hand over your son; we’ll eat him today and then eat my son tomorrow.’
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29 So we boiled my son and ate him. Then I said to her the next day, ‘Hand over your
son andwe’ll eat him.’ But she hid her son!”

30When the king heard what the woman said, he tore his clothes. As he was passing
by on the wall, the people could see he was wearing sackcloth under his clothes.

31Then he said, “MayGod judgeme severely if Elisha son of Shaphat still has his head
by the end of the day!”

32Now Elisha was sitting in his house with the community leaders. The king sent a
messenger on ahead, but before he arrived, Elisha said to the leaders, “Do you realize
this assassin intends to cut off my head?” Look, when the messenger arrives, shut the
door and lean against it. His master will certainly be right behind him.”

33He was still talking to them when the messenger approached and said, “Look, the
LORD is responsible for this disaster! Why should I continue to wait for the LORD to
help?”

7
1 Elisha replied, “Hear the word of the LORD! This is what the LORD says, ‘About this

time tomorrowa seah of finelymilled flourwill sell for a shekel and two seahs of barley
for a shekel at the gate of Samaria.’ ”

2Anofficerwhowas the king’s right-handman responded to the prophet, “Look, even
if the LORDmade it rain by opening holes in the sky, could this happen so soon?” Elisha
said, “Look, you will see it happen with your own eyes, but you will not eat any of the
food!”

3Now four menwith a skin disease were sitting at the entrance of the city gate. They
said to one another, “Why are we just sitting here waiting to die?

4 If we go into the city, we’ll die of starvation, and if we stay here we’ll die! So come
on, let’s defect to the Syrian camp! If they spare us, we’ll live; if they kill us – well, we
were going to die anyway.”

5 So they started toward the Syrian camp at dusk. When they reached the edge of the
Syrian camp, there was no one there.

6The LORD|strong="H0136" had caused the Syrian camp to hear the sound of chariots
and horses and a large army. Then they said to one another, “Look, the king of Israel has
paid the kings of the Hittites and Egypt to attack us!”

7So they got upandfledat dusk, leavingbehind their tents, horses, anddonkeys. They
left the camp as it was and ran for their lives.

8When themenwith a skin disease reached the edge of the camp, they entered a tent
and had a meal. They also took some silver, gold, and clothes and went and hid it all.
Then they went back and entered another tent. They looted it and went and hid what
they had taken.

9 Then they said to one another, “It’s not right what we’re doing! This is a day to
celebrate, but we haven’t told anyone. If we wait until dawn, we’ll be punished. So
come on, let’s go and inform the royal palace.”

10 So they went and called out to the gatekeepers of the city. They told them, “We
entered the Syrian campand therewasnoone there. Wedidn’t evenhear aman’s voice.
But the horses and donkeys are still tied up, and the tents remain up.”

11The gatekeepers relayed the news to the royal palace.
12The king got up in the night and said to his advisers, “I will tell youwhat the Syrians

have done to us. They know we are starving, so they left the camp and hid in the field,
thinking, ‘Whentheycomeoutof thecity,wewill capture themaliveandenter thecity.’ ”

13One of his advisers replied, “Pick some men and have them take five of the horses
that are left in the city. (Even if they are killed, their fate will be no different than that
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of all the Israelite people –we’re all going to die!) Let’s send them out so we can know
for sure what’s going on.”

14 So they picked two horsemen and the king sent them out to track the Syrian army.
He ordered them, “Go and find out what’s going on.”

15 So they tracked them as far as the Jordan. The road was filled with clothes and
equipment that the Syrians had discarded in their haste. The scouts went back and told
the king.

16Then the people went out and looted the Syrian camp. A seah of finely milled flour
sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, just as the LORD had said they
would.

17Now the king had placed the officer who was his right-hand man at the city gate.
When the people rushed out, they trampled him to death in the gate. This fulfilled the
prophet’s word which he had spokenwhen the king tried to arrest him.

18The prophet told the king, “Two seahs of barley will sell for a shekel, and a seah of
finelymilled flour for a shekel; this will happen about this time tomorrow in the gate of
Samaria.”

19 But the officer replied to the prophet, “Look, even if the LORD made it rain by
opening holes in the sky, could this happen so soon?” Elisha said, “Look, you will see
it happen with your own eyes, but you will not eat any of the food!”

20This is exactly what happened to him. The people trampled him to death in the city
gate.

8
1NowElishaadvised thewomanwhose sonhehadbroughtback to life, “Youandyour

family should go and live somewhere else for a while, for the LORD has decreed that a
famine will overtake the land for seven years.”

2So thewomandid as the prophet said. She and her familywent and lived in the land
of the Philistines for seven years.

3After seven years the woman returned from the land of the Philistines and went to
ask the king to give her back her house and field.

4Now the king was talking to Gehazi, the prophet’s servant, and said, “Tell me all the
great things which Elisha has done.”

5While Gehazi was telling the king how Elisha had brought the dead back to life, the
woman whose son he had brought back to life came to ask the king for her house and
field. Gehazi said, “Mymaster, O king, this is the very woman and this is her son whom
Elisha brought back to life!”

6The king asked thewoman about it, and she gave him the details. The king assigned
a eunuch to take care of her request and ordered him, “Give her back everything she
owns, as well as the amount of crops her field produced from the day she left the land
until now.”

ElishaMeets with Hazael
7Elisha traveled to Damascus while King Ben Hadad of Syria was sick. The king was

told, “The prophet has come here.”
8 So the king told Hazael, “Take a gift and go visit the prophet. Request from him an

oracle from the LORD|strong="H3069". Ask him, ‘Will I recover from this sickness?’ ”
9So Hazael went to visit Elisha. He took along a gift, as well as forty camel loads of all

the fine things of Damascus. When he arrived, he stood before him and said, “Your son,
King BenHadad of Syria, has sentme to youwith this question, ‘Will I recover from this
sickness?’ ”

10 Elisha said to him, “Go and tell him, ‘You will surely recover,’ but the LORD has
revealed to me that he will surely die.”
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11 Elisha just stared at him until Hazael became uncomfortable. Then the prophet
started crying.

12Hazael asked, “Why are you crying, my master?” He replied, “Because I know the
trouble youwill cause the Israelites. Youwill set fire to their fortresses, kill their young
menwith the sword, smash their children to bits, and rip open their pregnantwomen.”

13Hazael said, “How could your servant, who is as insignificant as a dog, accomplish
this great military victory?” Elisha answered, “The LORD has revealed to me that you
will be the king of Syria.”

14He left Elisha and went to his master. Ben Hadad asked him, “What did Elisha tell
you?” Hazael replied, “He told me youwould surely recover.”

15The next day Hazael took a piece of cloth, dipped it inwater, and spread it over Ben
Hadad’s face until he died. Then Hazael replaced him as king.

Jehoram’s Reign over Judah
16 In the fifth year of the reign of Israel’s King Joram, son of Ahab, Jehoshaphat’s son

Jehoram became king over Judah.
17Hewas thirty-two years oldwhen he became king and he reigned for eight years in

Jerusalem.
18He followed in the footsteps of the kings of Israel, just as Ahab’s dynasty had done,

for hemarried Ahab’s daughter. He did evil in the sight of the LORD.
19 But the LORD was unwilling to destroy Judah. He preserved Judah for the sake of

his servant David to whom he had promised a perpetual dynasty.
20During his reign Edom freed themselves from Judah’s control and set up their own

king.
21 Joramcrossedover to Zairwith all his chariots. TheEdomites,whohad surrounded

him, attacked at night and defeated him and his chariot officers. The Israelite army
retreated to their homeland.

22So Edomhas remained free from Judah’s control to this very day. At that same time
Libnah also rebelled.

23The rest of the events of Joram’s reign, including a record of his accomplishments,
are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.

24 Joram passed away and was buried with his ancestors in the city of David. His son
Ahaziah replaced him as king.

Ahaziah Takes the Throne of Judah
25 In the twelfth year of the reign of Israel’s King Joram, son of Ahab, Jehoram’s son

Ahaziah became king over Judah.
26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king and he reigned for one

year in Jerusalem. His mother was Athaliah, the granddaughter of King Omri of Israel.
27He followed in the footsteps of Ahab’s dynasty and did evil in the sight of the LORD,

like Ahab’s dynasty, for he was related to Ahab’s family.
28He joinedAhab’s son Joraminabattle againstKingHazael of SyriaatRamothGilead

in which the Syrians defeated Joram.
29 King Joram returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds he received from the

Syrians in Ramah when he fought against King Hazael of Syria. King Ahaziah son of
Jehoram of Judah went down to visit Joram son of Ahab in Jezreel, for he was ill.

9
1Now Elisha the prophet summoned a member of the prophetic guild and told him,

“Tuck your robes into your belt, take this container of olive oil in your hand, and go to
Ramoth Gilead.
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2When you arrive there, look for Jehu son of Jehoshaphat son ofNimshi and take him
aside into an inner room.

3Take the container of olive oil, pour it over his head, and say, ‘This is what the LORD
says, “I have designated you as king over Israel.” ’ Then open the door and run away
quickly!”

4 So the young prophet went to Ramoth Gilead.
5When he arrived, the officers of the army were sitting there. So he said, “I have a

message for you, O officer.” Jehu asked, “For which one of us?” He replied, “For you, O
officer.”

6 So Jehu got up and went inside. Then the prophet poured the olive oil on his head
and said to him, “This iswhat the LORDGod of Israel says, ‘I have designated you as king
over the LORD’s people Israel.

7 You will destroy the family of your master Ahab. I will get revenge against Jezebel
for the shed blood of my servants the prophets and for the shed blood of all the LORD’s
servants.

8Ahab’s entire familywill die. Iwill cut offevery lastmalebelonging toAhab in Israel,
including even the weak and incapacitated.

9 I will make Ahab’s dynasty like those of Jeroboam son of Nebat and Baasha son of
Ahijah.

10Dogs will devour Jezebel on the plot of ground in Jezreel; she will not be buried.’ ”
Then he opened the door and ran away.

11When Jehu rejoined his master’s servants, they asked him, “Is everything all right?
Why did this madman visit you?” He replied, “Ah, it’s not important. You know what
kind of man he is and the kinds of things he says.”

12But they said, “You’re lying! Tell uswhat he said.” So he told themwhat he had said.
He also related how he had said, “This is what the LORD says, ‘I have designated you as
king over Israel.’ ”

13 Each of them quickly took off his cloak and they spread them out at Jehu’s feet on
the steps. The trumpet was blown and they shouted, “Jehu is king!”

14Then Jehu son of Jehoshaphat son of Nimshi conspired against Joram.

Jehu the Assassin
Now Joram had been in Ramoth Gilead with the whole Israelite army, guarding

against an invasion by King Hazael of Syria.
15 But King Joram had returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds he received

from the Syrianswhen he fought against KingHazael of Syria. Jehu told his supporters,
“If you really want me to be king, then don’t let anyone escape from the city to go and
warn Jezreel.”

16 Jehu drove his chariot to Jezreel, for Joram was recuperating there. (Now King
Ahaziah of Judah had come down to visit Joram.)

17 Now the watchman was standing on the tower in Jezreel and saw Jehu’s troops
approaching. He said, “I see troops!” Jehoram ordered, “Send a rider out to meet them
and have him ask, ‘Is everything all right?’ ”

18 So the horseman went to meet him and said, “This is what the king says, ‘Is every-
thing all right?’ ” Jehu replied, “None of your business! Follow me.” The watchman
reported, “Themessenger reached them, but hasn’t started back.”

19 So he sent a second horseman out to them and he said, “This is what the king says,
‘Is everything all right?’ ” Jehu replied, “None of your business! Followme.”

20 The watchman reported, “He reached them, but hasn’t started back. The one who
drives the lead chariot drives like Jehu son of Nimshi; he drives recklessly.”
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21 Jehoram ordered, “Hitch up my chariot.” When his chariot had been hitched up,
King Jehoram of Israel and King Ahaziah of Judah went out in their respective chariots
tomeet Jehu. Theymet upwithhim in the plot of land that had once belonged toNaboth
of Jezreel.

22When Jehoramsaw Jehu, he asked, “Is everything all right, Jehu?” He replied, “How
can everything be all right as long as yourmother Jezebel promotes idolatry and pagan
practices?”

23 Jehoram turned his chariot around and took off. He said to Ahaziah, “It’s a trap,
Ahaziah!”

24 Jehu aimed his bow and shot an arrow right between Jehoram’s shoulders. The
arrowwent through his heart and he fell to his knees in his chariot.

25 Jehu ordered his officer Bidkar, “Pick him up and throw him into the part of the
field that oncebelonged toNaboth of Jezreel. Remember, youand Iwere riding together
behind his father Ahab, when the LORD|strong="H3069" pronounced this judgment on
him,

26 ‘ “Know for sure that I saw the shed blood of Naboth and his sons yesterday,” says
the LORD, “and that I will give youwhat you deserve right here in this plot of land,” says
the LORD.’ So now pick him up and throw him into this plot of land, just as the LORD
said.”

27When King Ahaziah of Judah saw what happened, he took off up the road to Beth
Haggan. Jehu chased him and ordered, “Shoot him too.” They shot him while he was
driving his chariot up the ascent of Gur near Ibleam. Hefled toMegiddo and died there.

28His servants took his body back to Jerusalem and buried him in his tomb with his
ancestors in the city of David.

29Ahaziah had become king over Judah in the eleventh year of Joram son of Ahab.
30 Jehu approached Jezreel. When Jezebel heard the news, she put on some eye liner,

fixed up her hair, and leaned out the window.
31WhenJehucamethrough thegate, shesaid, “Is everythingall right, Zimri,murderer

of his master?”
32He looked up at the window and said, “Who is on my side? Who?” Two or three

eunuchs looked down at him.
33He said, “Throwher down!” So they threw her down, andwhen she hit the ground,

her blood splattered against the wall and the horses, and Jehu drove his chariot over
her.

34He went inside and had a meal. Then he said, “Dispose of this accursed woman’s
corpse. Bury her, for after all, she was a king’s daughter.”

35 But when they went to bury her, they found nothing left but the skull, feet, and
palms of the hands.

36When theywent back and told him, he said, “The LORD’s word through his servant,
Elijah the Tishbite, has come to pass. Hewarned, ‘In the plot of land at Jezreel, dogswill
devour Jezebel’s flesh.

37 Jezebel’s corpse will be likemanure on the surface of the ground in the plot of land
at Jezreel. People will not be able to even recognize her.’ ”

10
1 Ahab had seventy sons living in Samaria. So Jehu wrote letters and sent them to

Samaria to the leading officials of Jezreel and to the guardians of Ahab’s dynasty. This
is what the letters said,

2 “You havewith you the sons of yourmaster, chariots and horses, a fortified city, and
weapons. So when this letter arrives,
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3 pick the best and most capable of your master’s sons, place him on his father’s
throne, and defend yourmaster’s dynasty.”

4 They were absolutely terrified and said, “Look, two kings could not stop him! How
canwe?”

5 So the palace supervisor, the city commissioner, the leaders, and the guardians sent
this message to Jehu, “We are your subjects! Whatever you say, we will do. We will not
make anyone king. Do what you consider proper.”

6He wrote them a second letter, saying, “If you are really on my side and are willing
to obey me, then take the heads of your master’s sons and come to me in Jezreel at this
time tomorrow.” Now the king had seventy sons, and the prominent men of the city
were raising them.

7When they received the letter, they seized the king’s sons and executed all seventy
of them. They put their heads in baskets and sent them to him in Jezreel.

8Themessenger cameand told Jehu, “Theyhavebrought theheads of theking’s sons.”
Jehu said, “Stack them in two piles at the entrance of the city gate until morning.”

9 In themorning hewent out and stood there. Then he said to all the people, “You are
innocent. I conspired against my master and killed him. But who struck down all of
these men?

10 Therefore take note that not one of the judgments the LORD announced against
Ahab’s dynasty has failed to materialize. The LORD had done what he announced
through his servant Elijah.”

11 Then Jehu killed all who were left of Ahab’s family in Jezreel, and all his nobles,
close friends, and priests. He left no survivors.

12 Jehu then left there and set out for Samaria. While he was traveling through Beth
Eked of the Shepherds,

13 Jehu encountered the relatives of KingAhaziah of Judah. He asked, “Whoare you?”
They replied, “We are Ahaziah’s relatives. We have come down to see how the king’s
sons and the queenmother’s sons are doing.”

14He said, “Capture them alive!” So they captured them alive and then executed all
forty-two of them in the cistern at Beth Eked. He left no survivors.

15Whenhe left there, hemet Jehonadab, son of Rekab,whohad been looking for him.
Jehu greeted him and asked, “Are you as committed to me as I am to you?” Jehonadab
answered, “I am!” Jehu replied, “If so, give me your hand.” So he offered his hand and
Jehu pulled him up into the chariot.

16 Jehu said, “Come with me and see how zealous I am for the LORD’s cause.” So he
took him along in his chariot.

17Hewent to Samaria and exterminated all the members of Ahab’s family whowere
still alive in Samaria, just as the LORD had announced to Elijah.

Jehu Executes the Prophets and Priests of Baal
18 Jehu assembled all the people and said to them, “Ahabworshiped Baal a little; Jehu

will worship himwith great devotion.
19 So now, bring to me all the prophets of Baal, as well as all his servants and priests.

None of them must be absent, for I am offering a great sacrifice to Baal. Any of them
who fail to appear will lose their lives.” But Jehu was tricking them so he could destroy
the servants of Baal.

20 Then Jehu ordered, “Make arrangements for a celebration for Baal.” So they
announced it.

21 Jehu sent invitations throughout Israel, and all the servants of Baal came; not one
was absent. They arrived at the temple of Baal and filled it up from end to end.
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22 Jehu ordered the one who was in charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out robes for all
the servants of Baal.” So he brought out robes for them.

23Then Jehu and Jehonadab son of Rekab went to the temple of Baal. Jehu said to the
servants ofBaal, “Make sure thereareno servants of theLORDherewithyou; theremust
be only servants of Baal.”

24 They went inside to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had stationed
eighty men outside. He had told them, “If any of the men inside get away, you will pay
with your lives!”

25When he finished offering the burnt sacrifice, Jehu ordered the royal guard and
officers, “Come in and strike them down! Don’t let any escape!” So the royal guard and
officers struck them down with the sword and left their bodies lying there. Then they
entered the inner sanctuary of the temple of Baal.

26They hauled out the sacred pillar of the temple of Baal and burned it.
27 They demolished the sacred pillar of Baal and the temple of Baal; it is used as a

latrine to this very day.
28 So Jehu eradicated Baal worship from Israel.
A Summary of Jehu’s Reign

29 However, Jehu did not repudiate the sins which Jeroboam son of Nebat had
encouraged Israel to commit; the golden calves remained in Bethel and Dan.

30 The LORD said to Jehu, “You have done well. You have accomplished my will and
carried out my wishes with regard to Ahab’s dynasty. Therefore four generations of
your descendants will rule over Israel.”

31 But Jehu did not carefully and wholeheartedly obey the law of the LORD God of
Israel. He did not repudiate the sins which Jeroboamhad encouraged Israel to commit.

32 In those days the LORD began to reduce the size of Israel’s territory. Hazael attacked
their eastern border.

33He conquered all the land of Gilead, including the territory of Gad, Reuben, and
Manasseh, extending all the way from the Aroer in the Arnon Valley through Gilead to
Bashan.

34 The rest of the events of Jehu’s reign, including all his accomplishments and
successes, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

35 Jehu passed away and was buried in Samaria. His son Jehoahaz replaced him as
king.

36 Jehu reigned over Israel for twenty-eight years in Samaria.

11
1When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she was deter-

mined to destroy the entire royal line.
2 So Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram and sister of Ahaziah, took Ahaziah’s son

Joash and sneaked him away from the rest of the royal descendants who were to be
executed. She hid him and his nurse in the roomwhere the bed covers were stored. So
he was hidden from Athaliah and escaped execution.

3 He hid out with his nurse in the LORD’s temple for six years, while Athaliah was
ruling over the land.

4 In the seventh year Jehoiada summoned the officers of the units of hundreds of the
Carians and the royal bodyguard. He met with them in the LORD’s temple. He made an
agreementwith them andmade them swear an oath of allegiance in the LORD’s temple.
Then he showed them the king’s son.

5He ordered them, “This is what you must do. One third of the unit that is on duty
during the Sabbath will guard the royal palace.
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6Another third of you will be stationed at the Foundation Gate. Still another third of
you will be stationed at the gate behind the royal guard. You will take turns guarding
the palace.

7 The two units who are off duty on the Sabbath will guard the LORD’s temple and
protect the king.

8 You must surround the king. Each of you must hold his weapon in his hand.
Whoever approaches your ranks must be killed. You must accompany the king
wherever he goes.”

9 The officers of the units of hundreds did just as Jehoiada the priest ordered. Each
of them took his men, those whowere on duty during the Sabbath as well as those who
were off duty on the Sabbath, and reported to Jehoiada the priest.

10The priest gave to the officers of the units of hundreds King David’s spears and the
shields that were kept in the LORD’s temple.

11The royal bodyguard took their stations, eachholdinghisweapon inhis hand. They
lined up from the south side of the temple to the north side and stood near the altar and
the temple, surrounding the king.

12 Jehoiada led out the king’s son and placed on him the crown and the royal insignia.
They proclaimed him king and poured olive oil on his head. They clapped their hands
and cried out, “Long live the king!”

13 When Athaliah heard the royal guard shout, she joined the crowd at the LORD’s
temple.

14Then she saw theking standingby thepillar, according to custom. Theofficers stood
beside the king with their trumpets and all the people of the landwere celebrating and
blowing trumpets. Athaliah tore her clothes and screamed, “Treason, treason!”

15 Jehoiada the priest ordered the officers of the units of hundreds, who were in
chargeof the army, “Bringher outside the temple to the guards. Put the sword to anyone
who follows her.” The priest gave this order because he had decided she should not be
executed in the LORD’s temple.

16 They seized her and took her into the precincts of the royal palace through the
horses’ entrance. There she was executed.

17 Jehoiada then drew up a covenant between the LORD and the king and people,
stipulating that they should be loyal to the LORD.

18All the people of the land went and demolished the temple of Baal. They smashed
its altars and idols to bits. They killed Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the altar.
Jehoiada the priest then placed guards at the LORD’s temple.

19He took the officers of the units of hundreds, the Carians, the royal bodyguard, and
all the people of land, and together they led the kingdown from theLORD’s temple. They
entered theroyalpalace through theGateof theRoyalBodyguard, and theking satdown
on the royal throne.

20All the people of the land celebrated, for the city had rest now that they had killed
Athaliah with the sword in the royal palace.

Joash’s Reign over Judah
21 Jehoash was seven years old when he began to reign.

12
1 In Jehu’s seventh year Jehoash becameking; he reigned for forty years in Jerusalem.

His mother was Zibiah, who was from Beer Sheba.
2 Throughout his lifetime Jehoash did what the LORD approved, just as Jehoiada the

priest taught him.
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3But the high placeswere not eliminated; the people continued to offer sacrifices and
burn incense on the high places.

4 Jehoash said to the priests, “I place at your disposal all the consecrated silver that
has been brought to the LORD’s temple, including the silver collected from the census
tax, the silver received from those who have made vows, and all the silver that people
have voluntarily contributed to the LORD’s temple.

5 The priests should receive the silver they need from the treasurers and repair any
damage to the temple they discover.”

6By the twenty-third year of King Jehoash’s reign the priests had still not repaired the
damage to the temple.

7SoKing Jehoash summoned Jehoiada thepriest alongwith theotherpriests, and said
to them, “Why have you not repaired the damage to the temple? Now, take no more
silver from your treasurers unless you intend to use it to repair the damage.”

8 The priests agreed not to collect silver from the people and relieved themselves of
personal responsibility for the temple repairs.

9 Jehoiada the priest took a chest and drilled a hole in its lid. He placed it on the right
side of the altar near the entrance of the LORD’s temple. The priests who guarded the
entrance would put into it all the silver brought to the LORD’s temple.

10When they saw the chest was full of silver, the royal secretary and the high priest
counted the silver that had been brought to the LORD’s temple and bagged it up.

11 They would then hand over the silver that had been weighed to the construction
foremen assigned to the LORD’s temple. They hired carpenters and builders to work on
the LORD’s temple,

12aswell asmasons and stonecutters. They boughtwood and chiseled stone to repair
the damage to the LORD’s temple and also paid for all the other expenses.

13 The silver brought to the LORD’s temple was not used for silver bowls, trimming
shears, basins, trumpets, or any kind of gold or silver implements.

14 It was handed over to the foremenwho used it to repair the LORD’s temple.
15They did not audit the treasurers who disbursed the funds to the foremen, for they

were honest.
16 (The silver collected in conjunctionwith reparation offerings and sin offeringswas

not brought to the LORD’s temple; it belonged to the priests.)
17At that timeKingHazael of SyriaattackedGathandcaptured it. Hazael thendecided

to attack Jerusalem.
18King Jehoash of Judah collected all the sacred items that his ancestors Jehoshaphat,

Jehoram, and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, had consecrated, aswell as his own sacred items
and all the gold that could be found in the treasuries of the LORD’s temple and the royal
palace. He sent it all to King Hazael of Syria, who then withdrew from Jerusalem.

19 The rest of the events of Joash’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.

20His servants conspired against him andmurdered Joash at Beth-Millo, on the road
that goes down to Silla.

21His servants Jozabad sonof Shimeath and Jehozabad sonof Shomermurderedhim.
Hewas buriedwith his ancestors in the city of David. His son Amaziah replaced him as
king.

13
1 In the twenty-third year of the reign of Judah’s King Joash son of Ahaziah, Jehu’s son

Jehoahaz became king over Israel. He reigned in Samaria for seventeen years.
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2He did evil in the sight of the LORD. He continued in the sinful ways of Jeroboam son
of Nebat who had encouraged Israel to sin; he did not repudiate those sins.

3The LORDwas furiouswith Israel and handed them over to King Hazael of Syria and
to Hazael’s son Ben Hadad for many years.

4 Jehoahaz asked for the LORD’s mercy and the LORD responded favorably, for he saw
that Israel was oppressed by the king of Syria.

5 The LORD provided a deliverer for Israel and they were freed from Syria’s power.
The Israelites oncemore lived in security.

6 But they did not repudiate the sinful ways of the family of Jeroboam, who en-
couraged Israel to sin; they continued in those sins. There was even an Asherah pole
standing in Samaria.

7 Jehoahaz had no army left except for fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and 10,000 foot
soldiers. The king of Syria had destroyed his troops and trampled on them like dust.

8 The rest of the events of Jehoahaz’s reign, including all his accomplishments and
successes, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

9 Jehoahaz passed away and was buried in Samaria. His son Joash replaced him as
king.

Jehoash’s Reign over Israel
10 In the thirty-seventh year of King Joash’s reign over Judah, Jehoahaz’s son Jehoash

became king over Israel. He reigned in Samaria for sixteen years.
11Hedidevil in the sight of theLORD. Hedidnot repudiate the sinfulwaysof Jeroboam

son of Nebat who encouraged Israel to sin; he continued in those sins.
12 The rest of the events of Joash’s reign, including all his accomplishments and his

successfulwarwith King Amaziah of Judah, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals
of the Kings of Israel.

13 Joash passed away and Jeroboam succeeded him on the throne. Joash was buried
in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

ElishaMakes One Final Prophecy
14Now Elisha had a terminal illness. King Joash of Israel went down to visit him. He

wept before him and said, “My father, my father! The chariot and horsemen of Israel!”
15Elisha told him, “Take a bow and some arrows,” and he did so.
16Then Elisha told the king of Israel, “Aim the bow.” He did so, and Elisha placed his

hands on the king’s hands.
17Elisha said, “Open the east window,” and he did so. Elisha said, “Shoot!” and
he did so. Elisha said, “This arrow symbolizes the victory the LORDwill give you over

Syria. You will annihilate Syria in Aphek!”
18Then Elisha said, “Take the arrows,” and he did so. He told the king of Israel, “Strike

the ground!” He struck the ground three times and stopped.
19 The prophet got angry at him and said, “If you had struck the ground five or six

times, you would have annihilated Syria!
But now, you will defeat Syria only three times.”
20 Elisha died and was buried. Moabite raiding parties invaded the land at the

beginning of the year.
21One day somemenwere burying amanwhen they spotted a raiding party. So they

threw thedeadman intoElisha’s tomb. When thebody touchedElisha’s bones, thedead
man came to life and stood on his feet.

22Now King Hazael of Syria oppressed Israel throughout Jehoahaz’s reign.
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23 But the LORD had mercy on them and felt pity for them. He extended his favor to
them because of the promise he had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He has been
unwilling to destroy them or remove them from his presence to this very day.

24When King Hazael of Syria died, his son Ben Hadad replaced him as king.
25 Jehoahaz’s son Jehoash took back from Ben Hadad son of Hazael the cities that

he had taken from his father Jehoahaz in war. Joash defeated him three times and
recovered the Israelite cities.

14
1 In the second year of the reign of Israel’s King Joash son of Joahaz, Joash’s son

Amaziah became king over Judah.
2Hewas twenty-fiveyearsoldwhenhebegan to reign, andhereigned for twenty-nine

years in Jerusalem. His mother was Jehoaddan, whowas from Jerusalem.
3 He did what the LORD approved, but not like David his father. He followed the

example of his father Joash.
4But the high placeswere not eliminated; the people continued to offer sacrifices and

burn incense on the high places.
5When he had secured control of the kingdom, he executed the servants who had

assassinated his father.
6 But he did not execute the sons of the assassins. He obeyed the LORD’s command-

ment as recorded in the law scroll of Moses, “Fathers must not be put to death for what
their sons do, and sons must not be put to death for what their fathers do. A manmust
be put to death only for his own sin.”

7 He defeated 10,000 Edomites in the Salt Valley; he captured Sela in battle and
renamed it Joktheel, a name it has retained to this very day.

8ThenAmaziah sentmessengers to Jehoash sonof Jehoahaz sonof Jehu, kingof Israel.
He said, “Come, let’s meet face to face.”

9 King Jehoash of Israel sent this message back to King Amaziah of Judah, “A
thornbush in Lebanon sent this message to a cedar in Lebanon, ‘Give your daughter
to my son as a wife.’ Then a wild animal of Lebanon came by and trampled down the
thorn.

10 You thoroughly defeated Edom and it has gone to your head! Gloat over your
success, but stay in your palace. Why bring calamity on yourself? Why bring down
yourself and Judah along with you?”

11 But Amaziah would not heed the warning, so King Jehoash of Israel attacked. He
and King Amaziah of Judahmet face to face in Beth Shemesh of Judah.

12 Judah was defeated by Israel, and eachman ran back home.
13 King Jehoash of Israel captured King Amaziah of Judah, son of Jehoash son

of Ahaziah, in Beth Shemesh. He attacked Jerusalem and broke down the wall of
JerusalemfromtheGateofEphraim to theCornerGate –adistanceof about sixhundred
feet.

14 He took away all the gold and silver, all the items found in the LORD’s|
strong="H3069" temple and in the treasuries of the royal palace, and some hostages.
Then he went back to Samaria.
(
15The rest of the events of Jehoash’s reign, including all his accomplishments and his

successfulwarwith King Amaziah of Judah, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals
of the Kings of Israel.

16 Jehoash passed away and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. His son
Jeroboam replaced him as king.)
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17King Amaziah son of Joash of Judah lived for fifteen years after the death of King
Jehoash son of Jehoahaz of Israel.

18The rest of the events ofAmaziah’s reignare recorded in the scroll called theAnnals
of the Kings of Judah.

19Conspirators plotted against him in Jerusalem, so he fled to Lachish. But they sent
assassins after him and they killed him there.

20 His body was carried back by horses and he was buried in Jerusalem with his
ancestors in the city of David.

21All the people of Judah tookAzariah,whowas sixteen years old, andmadehimking
in his father Amaziah’s place.

22Azariah built up Elat and restored it to Judah after the king had passed away.
Jeroboam II’s Reign over Israel

23 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Judah’s King Amaziah, son of Joash, Jeroboam
son of Joash became king over Israel. He reigned for forty-one years in Samaria.

24Hedid evil in the sight of theLORD; hedidnot repudiate the sinfulways of Jeroboam
son of Nebat who encouraged Israel to sin.

25He restored the border of Israel from Lebo Hamath in the north to the sea of the
Arabah in the south, in accordance with the word of the LORD God of Israel announced
through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.

26The LORD saw Israel’s intense suffering; everyonewasweak and incapacitated and
Israel had no deliverer.

27 The LORD had not decreed that he would blot out Israel’s memory from under
heaven, so he delivered them through Jeroboam son of Joash.

28 The rest of the events of Jeroboam’s reign, including all his accomplishments, his
military success in restoring Israelite control overDamascus andHamath, are recorded
in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

29 Jeroboam passed away andwas buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. His son
Zechariah replaced him as king.

15
1 In the twenty-seventh year of King Jeroboam’s reign over Israel, Amaziah’s son

Azariah became king over Judah.
2Hewas sixteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for fifty-two years

in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Jecholiah, who was from Jerusalem.
3He did what the LORD approved, just as his father Amaziah had done.
4But the high placeswere not eliminated; the people continued to offer sacrifices and

burn incense on the high places.
5The LORD afflicted the king with an illness; he suffered from a skin disease until the

day he died. He lived in separate quarters, while his son Jotham was in charge of the
palace and ruled over the people of the land.

6 The rest of the events of Azariah’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.

7Azariah passed away andwas buriedwith his ancestors in the city of David. His son
Jotham replaced him as king.

Zechariah’s Reign over Israel
8 In the thirty-eighth year of King Azariah’s reign over Judah, Jeroboam’s son

Zechariah became king over Israel. He reigned in Samaria for six months.
9He did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his ancestors had done. He did not repudiate

the sinful ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat who encouraged Israel to sin.
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10 Shallum son of Jabesh conspired against him; he assassinated him in Ibleam and
took his place as king.

11 The rest of the events of Zechariah’s reign are recorded in the scroll called the
Annals of the Kings of Israel.

12His assassination brought to fulfillment the LORD’sword to Jehu, “Four generations
of your descendants will rule over Israel.” That is exactly what happened.

13 Shallum son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of King Uzziah’s reign
over Judah. He reigned for onemonth in Samaria.

14Menahem son of Gadi went up from Tirzah to Samaria and attacked Shallum son
of Jabesh. He killed him and took his place as king.

15The rest of the events of Shallum’s reign, including the conspiracyheorganized, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

16At that timeMenahem came fromTirzah and attacked Tiphsah. He struck down all
who lived in the city and the surrounding territory, because they would not surrender.
He even ripped open the pregnant women.

Menahem’s Reign over Israel
17 In the thirty-ninth year of King Azariah’s reign over Judah, Menahem son of Gadi

became king over Israel. He reigned for twelve years in Samaria.
18Hedid evil in the sight of theLORD; hedidnot repudiate the sinfulways of Jeroboam

son of Nebat who encouraged Israel to sin.
During his reign,
19Pul king of Assyria invaded the land, andMenahem paid him a thousand talents of

silver to gain his support and to solidify his control of the kingdom.
20Menahemgot this silver by taxing all thewealthymen in Israel; he tookfifty shekels

of silver from each one of them and paid it to the king of Assyria. Then the king of
Assyria left; he did not stay there in the land.

21 The rest of the events of Menahem’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

22Menahem passed away and his son Pekahiah replaced him as king.
Pekahiah’s Reign over Israel

23 In the fiftieth year of King Azariah’s reign over Judah, Menahem’s son Pekahiah
became king over Israel. He reigned in Samaria for two years.

24Hedid evil in the sight of theLORD; hedidnot repudiate the sinfulways of Jeroboam
son of Nebat who encouraged Israel to sin.

25His officer Pekah son of Remaliah conspired against him. He and fifty Gileadites
assassinatedPekahiah, aswell asArgobandArieh, inSamaria in the fortressof the royal
palace. Pekah then took his place as king.

26 The rest of the events of Pekahiah’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

Pekah’s Reign over Israel
27 In the fifty-second year of King Azariah’s reign over Judah, Pekah son of Remaliah

became king over Israel. He reigned in Samaria for twenty years.
28Hedid evil in the sight of theLORD; hedidnot repudiate the sinfulways of Jeroboam

son of Nebat who encouraged Israel to sin.
29During Pekah’s reign over Israel, King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria cameand captured

Ijon, Abel Beth Maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, including all the
territory of Naphtali. He deported the people to Assyria.

30Hoshea son of Elah conspired against Pekah son of Remaliah. He assassinated him
and took his place as king, in the twentieth year of the reign of Jotham son of Uzziah.
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31 The rest of the events of Pekah’s reign, including all his accomplishments, are
recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

Jotham’s Reign over Judah
32 In the second year of the reign of Israel’s King Pekah son of Remaliah, Uzziah’s son

Jotham became king over Judah.
33He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for sixteen

years in Jerusalem. His mother was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok.
34He did what the LORD approved, just as his father Uzziah had done.
35 But the high places were not eliminated; the people continued to offer sacrifices

and burn incense on the high places. He built the Upper Gate to the LORD’s temple.
36 The rest of the events of Jotham’s reign, including his accomplishments, are

recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.
37 In those days the LORD prompted King Rezin of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah to

attack Judah.
38 Jotham passed away and was buried with his ancestors in the city of his ancestor

David. His son Ahaz replaced him as king.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of the reign of Pekah son of Remaliah, Jotham’s son Ahaz

became king over Judah.
2Ahazwas twenty years oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned for sixteen years

in Jerusalem. He did not do what pleased the LORD his God, in contrast to his ancestor
David.

3He followed in the footsteps of the kings of Israel. He passed his son through the
fire, a horrible sin practiced by the nations whom the LORD drove out from before the
Israelites.

4He offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and under
every green tree.

5At that time King Rezin of Syria and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel attacked
Jerusalem. They besieged Ahaz, but were unable to conquer him.

6 (At that time King Rezin of Syria recovered Elat for Syria; he drove the Judahites
from there. Syrians arrived in Elat and live there to this very day.)

7Ahaz sent messengers to King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant
and your dependent. March up and rescue me from the power of the king of Syria and
the king of Israel, who have attackedme.”

8Then Ahaz took the silver and gold that were in the LORD’s|strong="H3069" temple
and in the treasuries of the royal palace and sent it as tribute to the king of Assyria.

9 The king of Assyria responded favorably to his request; he attacked Damascus and
captured it. He deported the people to Kir and executed Rezin.

10When King Ahaz went to meet with King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria in Damascus,
he saw the altar there. King Ahaz sent to Uriah the priest a drawing of the altar and a
blueprint for its design.

11Uriah the priest built an altar in conformity to the plans King Ahaz had sent from
Damascus. Uriah the priest finished it before King Ahaz arrived back from Damascus.

12When the king arrived back from Damascus and saw the altar, he approached it
and offered a sacrifice on it.

13He offered his burnt sacrifice and his grain offering. He poured out his libation and
sprinkled the blood from his peace offerings on the altar.
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14He moved the bronze altar that stood in the LORD’s presence from the front of the
temple (between the altar and the LORD’s temple) and put it on the north side of the new
altar.

15 King Ahaz ordered Uriah the priest, “On the large altar offer the morning burnt
sacrifice, the evening grain offering, the royal burnt sacrifices and grain offering, the
burnt sacrifice for all the people of Israel, their grain offering, and their libations.
Sprinkle all the blood of the burnt sacrifice and other sacrifices on it. The bronze altar
will be for my personal use.”

16 So Uriah the priest did exactly as King Ahaz ordered.
17King Ahaz took off the frames of themovable stands, and removed the basins from

them. He took “The Sea” down from the bronze bulls that supported it and put it on the
pavement.

18 He also removed the Sabbath awning that had been built in the temple and the
king’s outer entranceway, on account of the king of Assyria.

19The rest of the events of Ahaz’s reign, including his accomplishments, are recorded
in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.

20Ahaz passed away and was buried with his ancestors in the city of David. His son
Hezekiah replaced him as king.

17
1 In the twelfth year of King Ahaz’s reign over Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king

over Israel. He reigned in Samaria for nine years.
2He did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not to the same degree as the Israelite kings

who preceded him.
3King Shalmaneser of Assyria threatened him; Hoshea became his subject and paid

him tribute.
4The king of Assyria discovered that Hoshea was planning a revolt. Hoshea had sent

messengers toKingSoofEgypt andhadnot senthis annual tribute to thekingofAssyria.
So the king of Assyria arrested him and imprisoned him.

5 The king of Assyria marched through the whole land. He attacked Samaria and
besieged it for three years.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea’s reign, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and
deported the people of Israel to Assyria. He settled them in Halah, along the Habor (the
river of Gozan), and in the cities of the Medes.

A Summary of Israel’s Sinful History
7 This happened because the Israelites sinned against the LORD their God, who

brought them up from the land of Egypt and freed them from the power of Pharaoh
king of Egypt. They worshiped other gods;

8 they observed the practices of the nations whom the LORD had driven out from
before Israel, and followed the example of the kings of Israel.

9 The Israelites said things about the LORD their God that were not right. They built
high places in all their cities, from the watchtower to the fortress.

10 They set up sacred pillars and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every
green tree.

11They burned incense on all the high places just like the nationswhom the LORD had
driven away from before them. Their evil practices made the LORD angry.

12They worshiped the disgusting idols in blatant disregard of the LORD’s command.
13 The LORD solemnly warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and all the

seers, “Turn back from your evil ways; obey my commandments and rules that are
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recorded in the law. I ordered your ancestors to keep this law and sent my servants
the prophets to remind you of its demands.”

14 But they did not pay attention and were as stubborn as their ancestors, who had
not trusted the LORD their God.

15 They rejected his rules, the covenant he had made with their ancestors, and the
laws he had commanded them to obey. They paid allegiance to worthless idols, and
so became worthless to the LORD. They copied the practices|strong="H0310" of the
surrounding nations in blatant disregard of the LORD’s command.

16 They abandoned all the commandments of the LORD their God; they made two
metal calves andanAsherahpole, boweddown to all the stars in the sky, andworshiped
Baal.

17 They passed their sons and daughters through the fire, and practiced divination
and omen reading. They committed themselves to doing evil in the sight of the LORD
andmade him angry.

18 So the LORD was furious with Israel and rejected them; only the tribe of Judah was
left.

19 Judah also failed to keep the commandments of the LORD their God; they followed
Israel’s example.

20 So the LORD rejected all of Israel’s descendants; he humiliated them and handed
them over to robbers, until he had thrown them from his presence.

21He tore Israel away fromDavid’s dynasty, and Jeroboam son of Nebat became their
king. Jeroboam drove Israel away from the LORD and encouraged them to commit a
serious sin.

22 The Israelites followed in the sinful ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat and did not
repudiate them.

23 Finally the LORD rejected Israel just as he had warned he would do through all his
servants the prophets. Israel was deported from its land to Assyria and remains there
to this very day.

The King of Assyria Populates Israel with Foreigners
24 The king of Assyria brought foreigners from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and

Sepharvaimand settled them in the cities of Samaria inplace of the Israelites. They took
possession of Samaria and lived in its cities.

25When they first moved in, they did not worship the LORD. So the LORD sent lions
among them and the lions were killing them.

26 The king of Assyria was told, “The nations whom you deported and settled in
the cities of Samaria do not know the requirements of the God of the land, so he has
sent lions among them. They are killing the people because they do not know the
requirements of the God of the land.”

27 So the king of Assyria ordered, “Take back one of the priests whom you deported
from there. He must settle there and teach them the requirements of the God of the
land.”

28So one of the priests whom they had deported from Samaria went back and settled
in Bethel. He taught them how to worship the LORD.

29But each of these nationsmade its owngods andput them in the shrines on thehigh
places that thepeopleof Samariahadmade. Eachnationdid this in the citieswhere they
lived.

30Thepeople fromBabylonmadeSuccothBenoth, thepeople fromCuthmadeNergal,
the people fromHamathmade Ashima,

31 the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burned their sons in the
fire as an offering to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.
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32At the same time they worshiped the LORD|strong="H3069". They appointed some
of their own people to serve as priests in the shrines on the high places.

33 They were worshiping the LORD and at the same time serving their own gods in
accordance with the practices of the nations fromwhich they had been deported.

34To this very day they observe their earlier practices. They do notworship the LORD;
they do not obey the rules, regulations, law, and commandments that the LORD gave the
descendants of Jacob, whom he renamed Israel.

35 The LORD made an agreement with them and instructed them, “You must not
worship other gods. Do not bow down to them, serve them, or offer sacrifices to them.

36 Instead youmust worship the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt by
his great power andmilitary ability; bow down to him and offer sacrifices to him.

37Youmust carefully obeyat all times the rules, regulations, law, and commandments
he wrote down for you. Youmust not worship other gods.

38 You must never forget the agreement I made with you, and you must not worship
other gods.

39 Instead you must worship the LORD your God; then he will rescue you from the
power of all your enemies.”

40But they pay no attention; instead they observe their earlier practices.
41 These nations are worshiping the LORD and at the same time serving their idols;

their sons and grandsons do just as their fathers have done, to this very day.

18
1 In the third year of the reign of Israel’sKingHoshea sonof Elah, Ahaz’s sonHezekiah

became king over Judah.
2He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine

years in Jerusalem. His mother was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah.
3He did what the LORD approved, just as his ancestor David had done.
4He eliminated the high places, smashed the sacred pillars to bits, and cut down the

Asherah pole. He also demolished the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for up to
that time the Israelites had been offering incense to it; it was called Nehushtan.

5He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; in this regard there was none like him among
the kings of Judah either before or after.

6He was loyal to the LORD and did not abandon him. He obeyed the commandments
which the LORD had given to Moses.

7The LORD was with him; he succeeded in all his endeavors. He rebelled against the
king of Assyria and refused to submit to him.

8He defeated the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, from the watchtower to
the city fortress.

9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah’s reign (it was the seventh year of the reign of
Israel’s King Hoshea, son of Elah), King Shalmaneser of Assyria marched up against
Samaria and besieged it.

10After three years he captured it (in the sixth year of Hezekiah’s reign); in the ninth
year of King Hoshea’s reign over Israel Samaria was captured.

11 The king of Assyria deported the people of Israel to Assyria. He settled them in
Halah, along the Habor (the river of Gozan), and in the cities of the Medes.

12This happened because they did not obey the LORD|strong="H3069" their God and
broke his agreement with them. They did not pay attention to and obey all that Moses,
the LORD’s|strong="H3069" servant, had commanded.

Sennacherib Invades Judah
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13 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s reign, King Sennacherib of Assyria
marched up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them.

14KingHezekiahof Judah sent thismessage to thekingofAssyria,whowasatLachish,
“I have violated our treaty. If you leave, I will do whatever you demand.” So the king of
Assyria demanded that King Hezekiah of Judah pay three hundred talents of silver and
thirty talents of gold.

15Hezekiah gave him all the silver in the LORD’s temple and in the treasuries of the
royal palace.

16At that time King Hezekiah of Judah stripped the metal overlays from the doors of
the LORD’s temple and from the posts which he had plated and gave them to the king of
Assyria.

17 The king of Assyria sent his commanding general, the chief eunuch, and the chief
adviser from Lachish to King Hezekiah in Jerusalem, along with a large army. They
went up and arrived at Jerusalem. Theywent and stood at the conduit of the upper pool
which is located on the road to the field where they wash and dry cloth.

18 They summoned the king, so Eliakim son of Hilkiah, the palace supervisor,
accompanied by Shebna the scribe and Joah son of Asaph, the secretary, went out to
meet them.

19The chief adviser said to them, “Tell Hezekiah: ‘This is what the great king, the king
of Assyria, says: “What is your source of confidence?

20Your claim to have a strategy andmilitary strength is just empty talk. In whom are
you trusting that you would dare to rebel against me?

21Now look, you must be trusting in Egypt, that splintered reed staff. If a man leans
for support on it, it punctures his hand and wounds him. That is what Pharaoh king of
Egypt does to all who trust in him.

22Perhaps youwill tell me, ‘We are trusting in the LORD our God.’ But Hezekiah is the
one who eliminated his high places and altars and then told the people of Judah and
Jerusalem, ‘Youmust worship at this altar in Jerusalem.’

23 Now make a deal with my master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses, provided you can find enough riders for them.

24 Certainly you will not refuse one of my master’s minor officials and trust in Egypt
for chariots and horsemen.

25 Furthermore it was by the command of the LORD that I marched up against this
place to destroy it. The LORD told me, ‘March up against this land and destroy it.’ ” ’ ”

26 Eliakim son of Hilkiah, Shebna, and Joah said to the chief adviser, “Speak to your
servants in Aramaic, for we understand it. Don’t speak with us in the Judahite dialect
in the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

27But the chief adviser said to them, “Mymaster didnot sendme to speak thesewords
only to your master and to you. His message is also for the menwho sit on the wall, for
they will eat their own excrement and drink their own urine along with you.”

28 The chief adviser then stood there and called out loudly in the Judahite dialect,
“Listen to themessage of the great king, the king of Assyria.

29 This is what the king says: ‘Don’t let Hezekiah mislead you, for he is not able to
rescue you frommy hand!

30Don’t let Hezekiah talk you into trusting in the LORD when he says, “The LORD will
certainly rescue us; this city will not be handed over to the king of Assyria.”

31Don’t listen to Hezekiah!’ For this is what the king of Assyria says, ‘Sendme a token
of your submission and surrender to me. Then each of you may eat from his own vine
and fig tree and drink water from his own cistern,



2 Kings 18:32 464 2 Kings 19:15

32until I comeand take you to a land just like your own –a landof grain andnewwine,
a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey. Then you will live and
not die. Don’t listen to Hezekiah, for he is misleading you when he says, “The LORD will
rescue us.”

33Have any of the gods of the nations actually rescued his land from the power of the
king of Assyria?

34 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim,
Hena, and Ivvah? Indeed, did any gods rescue Samaria frommy power?

35Who among all the gods of the lands has rescued their lands from my power? So
how can the LORD rescue Jerusalem frommy power?’ ”

36 The people were silent and did not respond, for the king had ordered, “Don’t
respond to him.”

37 Eliakim son of Hilkiah, the palace supervisor, accompanied by Shebna the scribe
and Joah son of Asaph, the secretary, went to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and
reported to himwhat the chief adviser had said.

19
1When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, and went to

the LORD’s temple.
2He sent Eliakim the palace supervisor, Shebna the scribe, and the leading priests,

clothed in sackcloth, with this message to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz:
3 “This is what Hezekiah says: ‘This is a day of distress, insults, and humiliation, as

when a baby is ready to leave the birth canal, but themother lacks the strength to push
it through.

4Perhaps the LORD yourGodwill hear all these things the chief adviser has spoken on
behalf of hismaster, the king of Assyria, who sent him to taunt the living God. When the
LORD your God hears, perhaps hewill punish him for the things he has said. So pray for
this remnant that remains.’ ”

5When King Hezekiah’s servants came to Isaiah,
6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master this: ‘This is what the LORD says: “Don’t be

afraid because of the things youhaveheard – these insults the king of Assyria’s servants
have hurled against me.

7 Look, I will take control of his mind; he will receive a report and return to his own
land. I will cut him downwith a sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8When the chief adviser heard the king of Assyria had departed fromLachish, he left
and went to Libnah, where the king was campaigning.

9 The king heard that King Tirhakah of Ethiopia was marching out to fight him. He
again sent messengers to Hezekiah, ordering them:

10 “Tell King Hezekiah of Judah this: ‘Don’t let your God in whom you trust mislead
you when he says, “Jerusalemwill not be handed over to the king of Assyria.”

11 Certainly you have heard how the kings of Assyria have annihilated all lands. Do
you really think you will be rescued?

12 Were the nations whom my ancestors destroyed – the nations of Gozan, Haran,
Rezeph, and the people of Eden in Telassar – rescued by their gods?

13Where are the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and the king of Lair, Sepharvaim,
Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14Hezekiah took the letter fromthemessengersandread it. ThenHezekiahwentup to
the LORD’s|strong="H3069" temple and spread it out before the LORD|strong="H3069".

15Hezekiah prayed before the LORD: “LORD God of Israel, who is enthroned on the
cherubs! You alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the sky and
the earth.
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16 Pay attention, LORD, and hear! Open your eyes, LORD, and observe! Listen to the
message Sennacherib sent and how he taunts the living God!

17 It is true, LORD, that the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands.
18They have burned the gods of the nations, for they are not really gods, but only the

productofhumanhandsmanufactured fromwoodandstone. That iswhy theAssyrians
could destroy them.

19Now,OLORDourGod, rescueus fromhispower, so that all thekingdomsof the earth
will know that you, LORD, are the only God.”

20 Isaiah son of Amoz sent this message to Hezekiah: “This is what the LORD God of
Israel says: ‘I have heard your prayer concerning King Sennacherib of Assyria.

21This is what the LORD says about him:
“The virgin daughter Zion
despises you, shemakes fun of you;
Daughter Jerusalem
shakes her head after you.
22Whom have you taunted and hurled insults at?
At whom have you shouted,
and looked so arrogantly?
At the Holy One of Israel!
23Through yourmessengers you taunted the sovereignmaster,
‘Withmymany chariots
I climbed up the highmountains,
the slopes of Lebanon.
I cut down its tall cedars,
and its best evergreens.
I invaded its most remote regions,
its thickest woods.
24 I dug wells and drank
water in foreign lands.
With the soles of my feet I dried up
all the rivers of Egypt.’
25
Certainly youmust have heard!
Long ago I worked it out,
In ancient times I planned it;
and now I am bringing it to pass.
The plan is this:
Fortified cities will crash
into heaps of ruins.
26Their residents are powerless,
they are terrified and ashamed.
They are as short-lived as plants in the field,
or green vegetation.
They are as short-lived as grass on the rooftops
when it is scorched by the east wind.
27 I knowwhere you live,
and everything you do.
28Because you rage against me,
and the uproar you create has reachedmy ears;
I will put my hook in your nose,
andmy bridle between your lips,
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and I will lead you back the way
you came.”
29
This will be your confirmation that I have spoken the truth: This year you will eat

what grows wild, and next year what grows on its own from that. But in the third year
youwill plant seed and harvest crops; youwill plant vines and consume their produce.

30Those who remain in Judah will take root in the ground and bear fruit.
31For a remnant will leave Jerusalem;
survivors will come out of Mount Zion.
The intense devotion of the sovereign LORD to his people will accomplish this.
32 So this is what the LORD says about the king of Assyria:
“Hewill not enter this city,
nor will he shoot an arrow here.
He will not attack it with his shield-carrying warriors,
nor will he build siege works against it.
33Hewill go back the way he came.
He will not enter this city,” says the LORD.

34 I will shield this city and rescue it for the sake of my reputation and because of my
promise to Davidmy servant.’ ”

35 That very night the LORD’s messenger went out and killed 185,000 men in the
Assyrian camp. When they got up early the next morning, there were all the corpses.

36 So King Sennacherib of Assyria broke camp and went on his way. He went home
and stayed in Nineveh.

37One day, as he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adramm-
elechandSharezer struckhimdownwith the sword. Theyescaped to the landofArarat;
his son Esarhaddon replaced him as king.

20
1 In those days Hezekiahwas strickenwith a terminal illness. The prophet Isaiah son

of Amoz visited him and told him, “This is what the LORD says, ‘Give your household
instructions, for you are about to die; you will not get well.’ ”

2He turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,
3 “Please, LORD. Remember how I have served you faithfully and with wholehearted

devotion, and how I have carried out your will.” Then Hezekiah wept bitterly.
4 Isaiah was still in themiddle courtyard when the LORD told him,
5 “Go back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of my people: ‘This is what the LORD God of

your ancestorDavid says: “I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Look, Iwill
heal you. The day after tomorrow youwill go up to the LORD’s temple.

6 I will add fifteen years to your life and rescue you and this city from the king of
Assyria. I will shield this city for the sake of my reputation and because of my promise
to Davidmy servant.” ’ ”

7 Isaiah ordered, “Get a fig cake.” So they did as he ordered and placed it on the
ulcerated sore, and he recovered.

8Hezekiah had said to Isaiah, “What is the confirming sign that the LORDwill healme
and that I will go up to the LORD’s temple the day after tomorrow?”

9 Isaiahreplied, “This is your sign fromtheLORDconfirming that theLORDwill dowhat
he has said. Do you want the shadow tomove ahead ten steps or to go back ten steps?”

10Hezekiah answered, “It is easy for the shadow to lengthen ten steps, but not for it to
go back ten steps.”

11 Isaiah the prophet called out to the LORD, and the LORD made|strong="H7725" the
shadow go back ten steps on the stairs of Ahaz.
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Messengers fromBabylon Visit Hezekiah
12At that time Merodach-Baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a

gift to Hezekiah, for he had heard that Hezekiah was ill.
13Hezekiah welcomed them and showed them his whole storehouse, with its silver,

gold, spices, and high quality olive oil, as well as his armory and everything in his
treasuries. Hezekiah showed them everything in his palace and in his whole kingdom.

14 Isaiah the prophet visited King Hezekiah and asked him, “What did thesemen say?
Where do they come from?” Hezekiah replied, “They come from the distant land of
Babylon.”

15 Isaiah asked, “What have they seen in your palace?” Hezekiah replied, “They have
seen everything inmy palace. I showed them everything inmy treasuries.”

16 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Listen to the word of the LORD,
17 ‘Look, a time is coming when everything in your palace and the things your

ancestors have accumulated to this day will be carried away to Babylon; nothing will
be left,’ says the LORD.

18 ‘Some of your very own descendants whom you father will be taken away andwill
be made eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.’ ”

19Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The LORD’s wordwhich you have announced is appropri-
ate.” Then he added, “At least there will be peace and stability duringmy lifetime.”

20 The rest of the events of Hezekiah’s reign and all his accomplishments, including
how he built a pool and conduit to bring water into the city, are recorded in the scroll
called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.

21Hezekiah passed away and his sonManasseh replaced him as king.

21
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned for fifty-five

years in Jerusalem. His mother was Hephzibah.
2He did evil in the sight of the LORD and committed the same horrible sins practiced

by the nations whom the LORD drove out from before the Israelites.
3He rebuilt the high places that his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he set up altars

for Baal and made an Asherah pole just like King Ahab of Israel had done. He bowed
down to all the stars in the sky andworshiped them.

4He built altars in the LORD’s temple, about which the LORD had said, “Jerusalemwill
be my home.”

5 In the two courtyards of the LORD’s temple he built altars for all the stars in the sky.
6 He passed his son through the fire and practiced divination and omen reading.

He set up a ritual pit to conjure up underworld spirits, and appointed magicians to
supervise it. He did a great amount of evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to
anger.

7Heput an idol of Asherah he hadmade in the temple, aboutwhich the LORDhad said
to David and to his son Solomon, “This temple in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel, will be my permanent home.

8 I will not make Israel again leave the land I gave to their ancestors, provided that
they carefully obey all I commanded them, the whole law my servant Moses ordered
them to obey.”

9But they did not obey, andManassehmisled them so that they sinnedmore than the
nations whom the LORD had destroyed from before the Israelites.

10 So the LORD announced through his servants the prophets:
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11 “King Manasseh of Judah has committed horrible sins. He has sinned more than
the Amorites before him and has encouraged Judah to sin byworshiping his disgusting
idols.

12So this iswhat theLORDGodof Israel says, ‘I amabout tobringdisaster on Jerusalem
and Judah. The news will reverberate in the ears of those who hear about it.

13 I will destroy Jerusalem the sameway I did Samaria and the dynasty of Ahab. I will
wipe Jerusalem clean, just as one wipes a plate on both sides.

14 I will abandon this last remaining tribe among my people and hand them over to
their enemies; they will be plundered and robbed by all their enemies,

15because they have done evil in my sight and have angered me from the time their
ancestors left Egypt right up to this very day!’ ”

16FurthermoreManasseh killed somany innocent people, he stained Jerusalemwith
their blood from end to end, in addition to encouraging Judah to sin by doing evil in the
sight of the LORD.

17 The rest of the events of Manasseh’s reign and all his accomplishments, as well as
the sinful acts he committed, are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of
Judah.

18Manasseh passed away and was buried in his palace garden, the garden of Uzzah,
and his son Amon replaced him as king.

Amon’s Reign over Judah
19Amonwas twenty-twoyearsoldwhenhebecameking, andhereigned for twoyears

in Jerusalem. His mother wasMeshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz, from Jotbah.
20He did evil in the sight of the LORD, just like his father Manasseh had done.
21He followed in the footsteps of his father and worshiped and bowed down to the

disgusting idols which his father had worshiped.
22 He abandoned the LORD God of his ancestors and did not follow the LORD’s

instructions.
23Amon’s servants conspired against him and killed the king in his palace.
24 The people of the land executed all those who had conspired against King Amon,

and theymade his son Josiah king in his place.
25The rest of Amon’s accomplishments are recorded in the scroll called the Annals of

the Kings of Judah.
26Hewas buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzzah, and his son Josiah replaced him

as king.

22
1 Josiahwas eight years oldwhenhe becameking, andhe reigned for thirty-one years

in Jerusalem. His mother was Jedidah, daughter of Adaiah, from Bozkath.
2He did what the LORD approved and followed in his ancestor David’s footsteps; he

did not deviate to the right or the left.
3 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah’s reign, the king sent the scribe Shaphan son of

Azaliah, son of Meshullam, to the LORD’s temple with these orders:
4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have him melt down the silver that has been

brought by the people to the LORD’s temple and has been collected by the guards at the
door.

5Have them hand it over to the construction foremen assigned to the LORD’s temple.
They in turn should pay the temple workers to repair it,

6 including craftsmen, builders, andmasons, and shouldbuywoodand chiseled stone
for the repair work.

7Do not audit the foremenwho disburse the silver, for they are honest.”
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8Hilkiah the high priest informed Shaphan the scribe, “I found the law scroll in the
LORD’s temple.” Hilkiah gave the scroll to Shaphan and he read it.

9 Shaphan the scribe went to the king and reported, “Your servants melted down the
silver in the temple and handed it over to the construction foremen assigned to the
LORD’s temple.”

10 Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a scroll.”
Shaphan read it out loud before the king.

11When the king heard the words of the law scroll, he tore his clothes.
12The king orderedHilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Acbor son ofMicaiah,

Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant,
13 “Go, seek an oracle from the LORD for me and the people – for all Judah. Find out

about the words of this scroll that has been discovered. For the LORD’s fury has been
ignited against us, because our ancestors have not obeyed the words of this scroll by
doing all that it instructs us to do.”

14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Acbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shullam son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, the supervisor of the
wardrobe. (She lived in Jerusalem in theMishneh district.) They stated their business,

15and she said to them: “This is what the LORD God of Israel says: ‘Say this to theman
who sent you tome:

16 “This is what the LORD says: ‘I am about to bring disaster on this place and its
residents, the details of which are recorded in the scroll which the king of Judah has
read.

17This will happen because they have abandoned me and offered sacrifices to other
gods, angering me with all the idols they have made. My anger will ignite against this
place and will not be extinguished!’ ”

18Say this to the king of Judah, who sent you to seek an oracle from the LORD: “This is
what the LORD God of Israel says concerning the words you have heard:

19 ‘You displayed a sensitive spirit and humbled yourself before the LORD when you
heard how I intended to make this place and its residents into an appalling example of
an accursed people. You tore your clothes and wept before me, and I have heard you,’
says the LORD.

20 ‘Therefore Iwill allowyou todieandbeburied inpeace. Youwillnothave towitness
all the disaster I will bring on this place.’ ”’ ” Then they reported back to the king.

23
1The king summoned all the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem.
2 The king went up to the LORD’s temple, accompanied by all the people of Judah, all

the residents of Jerusalem, thepriests, and theprophets. All thepeoplewere there, from
the youngest to the oldest. He read aloud all thewords of the scroll of the covenant that
had been discovered in the LORD’s temple.

3The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant before the LORD, agreeing to
follow the LORD and to obey his commandments, laws, and rules with all his heart and
being, by carrying out the terms of this covenant recorded on this scroll. All the people
agreed to keep the covenant.

4 The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the high-ranking priests, and the guards
to bring out of the LORD’s temple all the items that were used in the worship of Baal,
Asherah, and all the stars of the sky. The king burned them outside of Jerusalem in the
terraces of Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel.

5 He eliminated the pagan priests whom the kings of Judah had appointed to offer
sacrificeson thehighplaces in thecitiesof Judahand in thearearightaround Jerusalem.
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(Theyoffered sacrifices toBaal, the sungod, themoongod, the constellations, andall the
stars in the sky.)

6He removed the Asherah pole from the LORD’s temple and took it outside Jerusalem
to the Kidron Valley, where he burned it. He smashed it to dust and then threw the dust
in the public graveyard.

7He tore down the quarters of themale cultic prostitutes in the LORD’s temple, where
womenwere weaving shrines for Asherah.

8He brought all the priests from the cities of Judah and ruined the high places where
the priests had offered sacrifices, fromGeba to Beer Sheba. He tore down the high place
of the goat idols situated at the entrance of the gate of Joshua, the city official, on the left
side of the city gate.

9 (Now thepriests of the highplaces did not goup to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem,
but they did eat unleavened cakes among their fellow priests.)

10The king ruined Topheth in the Valley of Ben Hinnom so that no one could pass his
son or his daughter through the fire to Molech.

11He removed from the entrance to the LORD’s temple the statues of horses that the
kings of Judah had placed there in honor of the sun god. (Theywere kept near the room
of Nathan Melech the eunuch, which was situated among the courtyards.) He burned
up the chariots devoted to the sun god.

12 The king tore down the altars the kings of Judah had set up on the roof of Ahaz’s
upper room, as well as the altars Manasseh had set up in the two courtyards of the
LORD’s temple. He crushed them up and threw the dust in the Kidron Valley.

13Thekingruined thehighplaceseastof Jerusalem, southof theMountofDestruction,
that King Solomon of Israel had built for the detestable Sidonian goddess Astarte, the
detestable Moabite god Chemosh, and the horrible Ammonite godMilcom.

14He smashed the sacred pillars to bits, cut down the Asherah pole, and filled those
shrines with human bones.

15He also tore down the altar in Bethel at the high place made by Jeroboam son of
Nebat, who encouraged Israel to sin. He burned all the combustible items at that high
place and crushed them to dust; including the Asherah pole.

16When Josiah turned around, he saw the tombs there on the hill. So he ordered the
bones from the tombs to be brought; he burned them on the altar and defiled it. This
fulfilled the LORD’s announcement made by the prophet while Jeroboam stood by the
altar during a festival. King Josiah turned and saw the grave of the prophet who had
foretold this.

17He asked, “What is this grave marker I see?” The men from the city replied, “It’s
the grave of the prophet who came from Judah and foretold these very things you have
done to the altar of Bethel.”

18The king said, “Leave it alone! No onemust touch his bones.” So they left his bones
undisturbed, as well as the bones of the Israelite prophet buried beside him.

19 Josiah also removed all the shrines on the high places in the cities of Samaria. The
kings of Israel had made them and angered the LORD. He did|strong="H6213" to them
what he had done to the high place in Bethel.

20Hesacrificedall thepriests of thehighplaceson thealtars located there, andburned
human bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

21 The king ordered all the people, “Observe the Passover of the LORD your God, as
prescribed in this scroll of the covenant.”

22He issued this edict because a Passover like this had not been observed since the
days of the judges; it was neglected for the entire period of the kings of Israel and Judah.

23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah’s reign, such a Passover of the LORD was
observed in Jerusalem.
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24 Josiah also got rid of the ritual pits used to conjure up spirits, the magicians,
personal idols, disgusting images, and all the detestable idols that had appeared in the
land of Judah and in Jerusalem. In thiswayhe carried out the terms of the law recorded
on the scroll that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the LORD’s temple.

25No king before or after repented before the LORD as he did, with his whole heart,
soul, and being in accordance with the whole law of Moses.

26Yet the LORD’s great anger against Judah did not subside; he was still infuriated by
all the things Manasseh had done.

27The LORD announced, “I will also spurn Judah, just as I spurned Israel. I will reject
this city that I chose – both Jerusalem and the temple, about which I said, “I will live
there.”

28The rest of the events of Josiah’s reign and all his accomplishments are recorded in
the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.

29During Josiah’s reign Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt marched toward the Euphrates
River to help the king of Assyria. King Josiahmarched out to fight him, but Necho killed
him at Megiddo when he saw him.

30His servants transported his dead body fromMegiddo in a chariot and brought it to
Jerusalem, where they buried him in his tomb. The people of the land took Josiah’s son
Jehoahaz, poured olive oil on his head, andmade him king in his father’s place.

Jehoahaz’s Reign over Judah
31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned three

months in Jerusalem. HismotherwasHamutal the daughter of Jeremiah, fromLibnah.
32He did evil in the sight of the LORD as his ancestors had done.
33PharaohNecho imprisonedhim inRiblah in the landofHamathandpreventedhim

from ruling in Jerusalem. He imposed on the land a special tax of one hundred talents
of silver and a talent of gold.

34 Pharaoh Necho made Josiah’s son Eliakim king in Josiah’s place, and changed his
name to Jehoiakim. He took Jehoahaz to Egypt, where he died.

35 Jehoiakim paid Pharaoh the required amount of silver and gold, but to meet
Pharaoh’s demands Jehoiakim had to tax the land. He collected an assessed amount
from eachman among the people of the land in order to pay Pharaoh Necho.

Jehoiakim’s Reign over Judah
36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned for

eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother was Zebidah the daughter of Pedaiah, from
Rumah.

37He did evil in the sight of the LORD as his ancestors had done.

24
1 During Jehoiakim’s reign, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked. Jehoiakim

was his subject for three years, but then he rebelled against him.
2 The LORD sent against him Babylonian, Syrian, Moabite, and Ammonite raiding

bands; he sent them to destroy Judah, as he had warned he would do through his
servants the prophets.

3 Just as the LORD had announced, he rejected Judah because of all the sins which
Manasseh had committed.

4Because he killed innocent people and stained Jerusalemwith their blood, the LORD
was unwilling to forgive them.

5The rest of the events of Jehoiakim’s reignandall his accomplishments, are recorded
in the scroll called the Annals of the Kings of Judah.

6He passed away and his son Jehoiachin replaced him as king.
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7 The king of Egypt did not march out from his land again, for the king of Babylon
conquered all the territory that the king of Egypt had formerly controlled between the
Brook of Egypt and the Euphrates River.

Jehoiachin’s Reign over Judah
8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three

months in Jerusalem. His mother was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan, from
Jerusalem.

9He did evil in the sight of the LORD as his ancestors had done.
10At that time the generals ofKingNebuchadnezzar ofBabylonmarched to Jerusalem

and besieged the city.
11KingNebuchadnezzarofBabyloncame to thecitywhilehis generalswerebesieging

it.
12King Jehoiachin of Judah, along with his mother, his servants, his officials, and his

eunuchs surrendered to the king of Babylon. The king of Babylon, in the eighth year of
his reign, took Jehoiachin prisoner.

13 Nebuchadnezzar took from there all the riches in the treasuries of the LORD’s
temple and of the royal palace. He removed all the gold items which King Solomon of
Israel hadmade for the LORD’s temple, just as the LORD had warned.

14 He deported all the residents of Jerusalem, including all the officials and all the
soldiers (10,000 people in all). This included all the craftsmen and those who worked
withmetal. No one was left except for the poorest among the people of the land.

15He deported Jehoiachin from Jerusalem to Babylon, along with the king’s mother
and wives, his eunuchs, and the high-ranking officials of the land.

16The king of Babylon deported to Babylon all the soldiers (there were 7,000), as well
as 1,000 craftsmen andmetal workers. This included all the best warriors.

17Theking of BabylonmadeMattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in Jehoiachin’s place.
He renamed him Zedekiah.

Zedekiah’s Reign over Judah
18Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he ruled for eleven

years in Jerusalem. His mother was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah, from Libnah.
19He did evil in the sight of the LORD, as Jehoiakim had done.
20What follows is a record of what happened to Jerusalem and Judah because of the

LORD’s anger; he finally threw them out of his presence. Zedekiah rebelled against the
king of Babylon.

25
1 So King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came against Jerusalem with his whole army

and set up camp outside it. They built siege ramps all around it. He arrived on the tenth
day of the tenthmonth in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign.

2The city remained under siege until King Zedekiah’s eleventh year.
3 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine in the city was so severe the

residents had no food.
4 The enemy broke through the city walls, and all the soldiers tried to escape. They

left the city during the night. They went through the gate between the two walls that is
near the king’s garden. (The Babylonians were all around the city.) Then they headed
for the Jordan Valley.

5 But the Babylonian army chased after the king. They caught up with him in the
plains of Jericho, and his entire army deserted him.

6They captured the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, where
he passed sentence on him.
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7 Zedekiah’s sons were executed while Zedekiah was forced to watch. The king of
Babylon then had Zedekiah’s eyes put out, bound him in bronze chains, and carried
him off to Babylon.

Nebuchadnezzar Destroys Jerusalem
8 On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of King Nebuchad-

nezzar of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the royal guardwho served the king of
Babylon, arrived in Jerusalem.

9Heburneddown theLORD’s temple, the royal palace, andall thehouses in Jerusalem,
including every large house.

10 The whole Babylonian army that came with the captain of the royal guard tore
down the walls that surrounded Jerusalem.

11Nebuzaradan, the captain of the royal guard, deported the rest of the people who
were left in the city, those who had deserted to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the
craftsmen.

12But he left behind some of the poor of the land and gave themfields and vineyards.
13 The Babylonians broke the two bronze pillars in the LORD’s temple, as well as the

movable stands and the big bronze basin called the “The Sea.” They took the bronze to
Babylon.

14They also took the pots, shovels, trimming shears, pans, and all the bronze utensils
used by the priests.

15The captain of the royal guard took the golden and silver censers and basins.
16The bronze of the items that King Solomonmade for the LORD’s temple – including

the two pillars, the big bronze basin called “The Sea,” the twelve bronze bulls under
“The Sea,” and themovable stands –was too heavy to be weighed.

17 Each of the pillars was about twenty-seven feet high. The bronze top of one pillar
was about four and a half feet high and had bronze latticework and pomegranate
shaped ornaments all around it. The second pillar with its latticework was like it.

18 The captain of the royal guard took Seraiah the chief priest and Zephaniah, the
priest whowas second in rank, and the three doorkeepers.

19From the city he took a eunuch whowas in charge of the soldiers, five of the king’s
adviserswhowerediscovered in thecity, anofficial armysecretarywhodraftedcitizens
formilitary service, and sixty citizens from the people of the landwhowere discovered
in the city.

20Nebuzaradan, captain of the royal guard, took them and brought them to the king
of Babylon at Riblah.

21 The king of Babylon ordered them to be executed at Riblah in the territory of
Hamath. So Judah was deported from its land.

Gedaliah Appointed Governor
22Now King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon appointed Gedaliah son of Ahikam, son of

Shaphan, as governor over the peoplewhomhe allowed to remain in the land of Judah.
23 All of the officers of the Judahite army and their troops heard that the king of

Babylon had appointed Gedaliah to govern. So they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. The
officers who camewere Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of Kareah, Seraiah son
of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah son of theMaacathite.

24Gedaliah took an oath so as to give them and their troops some assurance of safety.
He said, “You don’t need to be afraid to submit to the Babylonian officials. Settle down
in the land and submit to the king of Babylon. Then things will go well for you.”
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25 But in the seventh month Ishmael son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, who was a
member of the royal family, came with ten of his men and murdered Gedaliah, as well
as the Judeans and Babylonians whowere with him at Mizpah.

26Then all the people, from the youngest to the oldest, aswell as the armyofficers, left
for Egypt, because they were afraid of what the Babylonians might do.

Jehoiachin in Babylon
27 In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of King Jehoiachin of Judah, on the twenty-

seventh day of the twelfthmonth, King Evil-Merodach of Babylon, in the first year of his
reign, pardoned King Jehoiachin of Judah and released him from prison.

28He spoke kindly to him and gave him a more prestigious position than the other
kings whowere with him in Babylon.

29 Jehoiachin took off his prison clothes and ate daily in the king’s presence for the
rest of his life.

30Hewas givendaily provisions by the king for the rest of his life until the dayhedied.
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1 Chronicles
Adam’s Descendants

1Adam, Seth, Enosh,
2Kenan, Mahalalel, Jered,
3Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,
4Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Japheth’s Descendants

5The sons of Japheth:
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.
6The sons of Gomer:
Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.
7The sons of Javan:
Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittites, and the Rodanites.
Ham’s Descendants

8The sons of Ham:
Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
9The sons of Cush:
Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raamah, and Sabteca.
The sons of Raamah:
Sheba and Dedan.
10 Cush was the father of Nimrod, who established himself as a mighty warrior on

earth.
11Mizraimwas the father of the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites,
12 Pathrusites, Casluhites (from whom the Philistines descended ), and the Caph-

torites.
13Canaanwas the father of Sidon – his firstborn – and Heth,
14as well as the Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites,
15Hivites, Arkites, Sinites,
16Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites.
Shem’s Descendants

17The sons of Shem:
Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.
The sons of Aram:
Uz, Hul, Gether, andMeshech.
18Arphaxad was the father of Shelah, and Shelah was the father of Eber.
19Two sons were born to Eber: the first was named Peleg, for during his lifetime the

earth was divided; his brother’s namewas Joktan.
20 Joktan was the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,
21Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
22Ebal, Abimael, Sheba,
23Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.
24 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah,
25Eber, Peleg, Reu,
26 Serug, Nahor, Terah,
27Abram (that is, Abraham).
28The sons of Abraham:
Isaac and Ishmael.
29These were their descendants:
Ishmael’s Descendants
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Ishmael’s firstborn son was Nebaioth; the others were Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,
30Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema,
31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These were the sons of Ishmael.
Keturah’s Descendants

32The sons to whomKeturah, Abraham’s concubine, gave birth:
Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, Shuah.
The sons of Jokshan:
Sheba and Dedan.
33The sons of Midian:
Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the sons of Keturah.
Isaac’s Descendants

34Abrahamwas the father of Isaac. The sons of Isaac:
Esau and Israel.
Esau’s Descendants

35The sons of Esau:
Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.
36The sons of Eliphaz:
Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, and (by Timna) Amalek.
37The sons of Reuel:
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, andMizzah.
The Descendants of Seir

38The sons of Seir:
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
39The sons of Lotan:
Hori and Homam. (Timnawas Lotan’s sister.)
40The sons of Shobal:
Alyan, Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam.
The sons of Zibeon:
Aiah and Anah.
41The son of Anah:
Dishon.
The sons of Dishon:
Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran.
42The sons of Ezer:
Bilhan, Zaavan, Jaakan.
The sons of Dishan:
Uz and Aran.
Kings of Edom

43These were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king ruled over
the Israelites:
Bela son of Beor; the name of his city was Dinhabah.
44When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah, succeeded him.
45When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanites succeeded him.
46 When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad succeeded him. He struck down the

Midianites in the plains of Moab; the name of his city was Avith.
47When Hadad died, Samlah fromMasrekah succeeded him.
48When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the river succeeded him.
49When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan son of Achbor succeeded him.
50When Baal-Hanan died, Hadad succeeded him; the name of his city was Pai. His

wife wasMehetabel, daughter of Matred, daughter of Me-Zahab.
51Hadad died.
Tribal Chiefs of Edom
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The tribal chiefs of Edomwere:
Timna, Alvah, Jetheth,
52Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon,
53Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar,
54Magdiel, Iram. These were the tribal chiefs of Edom.

2
1These were the sons of Israel:
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;
Issachar and Zebulun;
2Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin;
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
Judah’s Descendants

3The sons of Judah:
Er, Onan, and Shelah. These three were born to him by Bathshua, a Canaanite

woman. Er, Judah’s firstborn, displeased the LORD|strong="H3069", so the LORD killed|
strong="H4191" him.

4 Tamar, Judah’s daughter-in-law, bore to him Perez and Zerah. Judah had five sons
in all.

5The sons of Perez:
Hezron and Hamul.
6The sons of Zerah:
Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Kalkol, Dara – five in all.
7The son of Carmi:
Achan, who brought the disaster on Israel when he stole what was devoted to God.
8The son of Ethan:
Azariah.
9The sons born to Hezron:
Jerahmeel, Ram, and Caleb.
Ram’s Descendants

10 Ram was the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab was the father of Nahshon,
the tribal chief of Judah.

11Nahshonwas the father of Salma, and Salmawas the father of Boaz.
12Boaz was the father of Obed, and Obed was the father of Jesse.
13 Jesse was the father of Eliab, his firstborn; Abinadab was born second, Shimea

third,
14Nethanel fourth, Raddai fifth,
15Ozem sixth, David seventh.
16Their sisterswere Zeruiah andAbigail. Zeruiah’s three sonswereAbshai, Joab, and

Asahel.
17Abigail bore Amasa, whose father was Jether the Ishmaelite.
Caleb’s Descendants

18Caleb son of Hezron fathered sons by his wife Azubah (also known as Jerioth). Her
sons were Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon.

19When Azubah died, Calebmarried Ephrath, who bore himHur.
20Hur was the father of Uri, and Uri was the father of Bezalel.
21Later Hezron had sexual relations with the daughter of Makir, the father of Gilead.

(He hadmarried her when he was sixty years old.) She bore him Segub.
22 Segub was the father of Jair, who owned twenty-three cities in the land of Gilead.
23 (Geshur and Aram captured the towns of Jair, along with Kenath and its sixty

surrounding towns.) All these were descendants of Makir, the father of Gilead.
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24After Hezron’s death, Caleb had sexual relations with Ephrath, his father Hezron’s
widow, and she bore to him Ashhur the father of Tekoa.

Jerahmeel’s Descendants
25 The sons of Jerahmeel, Hezron’s firstborn, were Ram, the firstborn, Bunah, Oren,

Ozem, and Ahijah.
26 Jerahmeel had another wife named Atarah; she was Onam’s mother.
27The sons of Ram, Jerahmeel’s firstborn, wereMaaz, Jamin, and Eker.
28The sons of Onamwere Shammai and Jada.
The sons of Shammai:
Nadab and Abishur.
29Abishur’s wife was Abihail, who bore him Ahban andMolid.
30The sons of Nadab:
Seled and Appaim. (Seled died without having sons.)
31The son of Appaim:
Ishi.
The son of Ishi:
Sheshan.
The son of Sheshan:
Ahlai.
32The sons of Jada, Shammai’s brother:
Jether and Jonathan. (Jether died without having sons.)
33The sons of Jonathan:
Peleth and Zaza.
These were the descendants of Jerahmeel.
34 Sheshan had no sons, only daughters. Sheshan had an Egyptian servant named

Jarha.
35 Sheshan gave his daughter to his servant Jarha as a wife; she bore him Attai.
36Attai was the father of Nathan, and Nathan was the father of Zabad.
37Zabad was the father of Ephlal, and Ephlal was the father of Obed.
38Obedwas the father of Jehu, and Jehu was the father of Azariah.
39Azariah was the father of Helez, and Helez was the father of Eleasah.
40Eleasah was the father of Sismai, and Sismai was the father of Shallum.
41 Shallumwas the father of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah was the father of Elishama.
More of Caleb’s Descendants

42The sons of Caleb, Jerahmeel’s brother:
His firstborn Mesha, the father of Ziph, and his second son Mareshah, the father of

Hebron.
43The sons of Hebron:
Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema.
44 Shema was the father of Raham, the father of Jorkeam. Rekem was the father of

Shammai.
45 Shammai’s son wasMaon, whowas the father of Beth-Zur.
46 Caleb’s concubine Ephah bore Haran, Moza, and Gazez. Haran was the father of

Gazez.
47The sons of Jahdai:
Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph.
48Caleb’s concubineMaacah bore Sheber and Tirhanah.
49Shealsobore Shaaph the father ofMadmannahandSheva the father ofMachbenah

and Gibea. Caleb’s daughter was Achsah.
50These were the descendants of Caleb.
The sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrath:
Shobal, the father of Kiriath Jearim,
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51 Salma, the father of Bethlehem, Hareph, the father of Beth-Gader.
52 The sons of Shobal, the father of Kiriath Jearim, were Haroeh, half of the Mana-

hathites,
53 theclansofKiriath Jearim – the Ithrites, Puthites, Shumathites, andMishraites. (The

Zorathites and Eshtaolites descended from these groups.)
54The sons of Salma:
Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth Beth-Joab, half the Manahathites, the Zorites,
55 and the clans of the scribes who lived in Jabez: the Tirathites, Shimeathites, and

Sucathites. These are the Kenites who descended from Hammath, the father of Beth-
Rechab.

3
1These were the sons of David whowere born to him in Hebron:
The firstborn was Amnon, whosemother was Ahinoam from Jezreel;
the second was Daniel, whosemother was Abigail from Carmel;
2 the third was Absalom whose mother was Maacah, daughter of King Talmai of

Geshur;
the fourth was Adonijah, whosemother was Haggith;
3 the fifth was Shephatiah, whosemother was Abital;
the sixth was Ithream, whosemother was Eglah.
4 These six were born to David in Hebron, where he ruled for seven years and six

months.
He ruled thirty-three years in Jerusalem.
5These were the sons born to him in Jerusalem:
Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon – the mother of these four was Bathsheba the

daughter of Ammiel.
6The other nine were Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet,
7Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
8Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.
9Thesewere all the sons ofDavid, not counting the sons of his concubines. Tamarwas

their sister.
Solomon’s Descendants

10 Solomon’s son was Rehoboam,
followed by Abijah his son,
Asa his son,
Jehoshaphat his son,
11 Joram his son,
Ahaziah his son,
Joash his son,
12Amaziah his son,
Azariah his son,
Jotham his son,
13Ahaz his son,
Hezekiah his son,
Manasseh his son,
14Amon his son,
Josiah his son.
15The sons of Josiah:
Johananwas the firstborn; Jehoiakimwas born second; Zedekiah third; and Shallum

fourth.
16The sons of Jehoiakim:
his son Jehoiachin and his son Zedekiah.



1 Chronicles 3:17 480 1 Chronicles 4:17

17The sons of Jehoiachin the exile:
Shealtiel his son,
18Malkiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.
19The sons of Pedaiah:
Zerubbabel and Shimei.
The sons of Zerubbabel:
Meshullam and Hananiah. Shelomith was their sister.
20The five others were Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-Hesed.
21The descendants of Hananiah:
Pelatiah, Jeshaiah, the sons of Rephaiah, of Arnan, of Obadiah, and of Shecaniah.
22The descendants of Shecaniah:
Shemaiah and his sons: Hattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat – six in all.
23The sons of Neariah:
Elioenai, Hizkiah, and Azrikam – three in all.
24The sons of Elioenai:
Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Delaiah, and Anani – seven in all.

4
1The descendants of Judah:
Perez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.
2 Reaiah the son of Shobal was the father of Jahath, and Jahath was the father of

Ahumai and Lahad. These were the clans of the Zorathites.
3These were the sons of Etam:
Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash. Their sister was Hazzelelponi.
4Penuel was the father of Gedor, and Ezer was the father of Hushah. These were the

descendants of Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah and the father of Bethlehem.
5Ashhur the father of Tekoa had twowives, Helah and Naarah.
6Naarah bore himAhuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the sons

of Naarah.
7The sons of Helah: Zereth, Zohar, Ethnan,
8and Koz, whowas the father of Anub, Hazzobebah, and the clans of Aharhel the son

of Harum.
9 Jabez was more respected than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, for

she said, “I experienced pain when I gave birth to him.”
10 Jabez called out to theGod of Israel, “If only youwould greatly blessme and expand

my territory! May your hand be with me! Keep me from harm so I might not endure
pain!” God answered his prayer.

11Kelub, thebrother of Shuhah,was the father ofMehir,whowas the father of Eshton.
12Eshtonwas the fatherofBeth-Rapha, Paseah, andTehinnah, the fatherof IrNahash.

These were themen of Recah.
13The sons of Kenaz:
Othniel and Seraiah.
The sons of Othniel:
Hathath andMeonothai.
14Meonothai was the father of Ophrah.
Seraiahwas the father of Joab, the father of thosewho live inGeHarashim,whowere

craftsmen.
15The sons of Caleb son of Jephunneh:
Iru, Elah, and Naam.
The son of Elah:
Kenaz.
16The sons of Jehallelel:
Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel.
17The sons of Ezrah:
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Jether, Mered, Epher, and Jalon.
Mered’s wife Bithiah gave birth to Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah, the father of

Eshtemoa.
18 (His Judahite wife gave birth to Jered the father of Gedor, Heber the father of Soco,

and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah.) Thesewere the sons of Pharaoh’s daughter Bithiah,
whomMeredmarried.

19The sons of Hodiah’s wife, the sister of Naham:
the father of Keilah the Garmite, and Eshtemoa theMaacathite.
20The sons of Shimon:
Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-Hanan, and Tilon.
The descendants of Ishi:
Zoheth and Ben Zoheth.
21The sons of Shelah son of Judah:
Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the father of Mareshah, the clans of the linenworkers

at Beth-Ashbea,
22 Jokim, the men of Cozeba, and Joash and Saraph, both of whom ruled inMoab and

Jashubi Lehem. (This information is from ancient records.)
23 They were the potters who lived in Netaim and Gederah; they lived there and

worked for the king.

Simeon’s Descendants
24The descendants of Simeon:
Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul,
25his son Shallum, his sonMibsam, and his sonMishma.
26The descendants of Mishma:
His son Hammuel, his son Zaccur, and his son Shimei.
27 Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters. But his brothers did not have many

sons, so their whole clan was not as numerous as the sons of Judah.
28They lived in Beer Sheba, Moladah, Hazar Shual,
29Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad,
30Bethuel, Hormah, Ziklag,
31 Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susim, Beth Biri, and Shaaraim. These were their towns

until the reign of David.
32 Their settlements also included Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen, and Ashan – five

towns.
33 They also lived in all the settlements that surrounded these towns as far as Baal.

These were their settlements; they kept genealogical records.
34Their clan leaders were:
Meshobab, Jamlech, Joshah son of Amaziah,
35 Joel, Jehu son of Joshibiah (son of Seraiah, son of Asiel),
36Eleoenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah,
37Ziza son of Shipi (son of Allon, son of Jedaiah, son of Shimri, son of Shemaiah).
38These who are named above were the leaders of their clans.
Their extended families increased greatly in numbers.
39Theywent to the entrance of Gedor, to the east of the valley, looking for pasture for

their sheep.
40 They found fertile and rich pasture; the land was very broad, undisturbed and

peaceful. Indeed some Hamites had been living there prior to that.
41 The men whose names are listed came during the time of King Hezekiah of Judah

and attacked the Hamites’ settlements, as well as the Meunites they discovered there,
and they wiped them out to this very day. They dispossessed them, for they found
pasture for their sheep there.
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42 Five hundred men of Simeon, led by Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the
sons of Ishi, went to the hill country of Seir

43and defeated the rest of the Amalekite refugees; they live there to this very day.

5
1The sons of Reuben, Israel’s firstborn –
(Nowhewas the firstborn, butwhen he defiled his father’s bed, his rights as firstborn

were given to the sons of Joseph, Israel’s son. So Reuben is not listed as firstborn in the
genealogical records.

2 Though Judah was the strongest among his brothers and a leader descended from
him, the right of the firstborn belonged to Joseph.)

3The sons of Reuben, Israel’s firstborn:
Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.
4The descendants of Joel:
His son Shemaiah, his son Gog, his son Shimei,
5his sonMicah, his son Reaiah, his son Baal,
6and his son Beerah, whomKing Tiglath-pileser of Assyria carried into exile. Beerah

was the tribal leader of Reuben.
7His brothers by their clans, as listed in their genealogical records:
The leader Jeiel, Zechariah,
8and Bela son of Azaz, son of Shema, son of Joel.
They lived in Aroer as far as Nebo and Baal Meon.
9 In the east they settled as far as the entrance to the desert that stretches to the

Euphrates River, for their cattle had increased in numbers in the land of Gilead.
10During the time of Saul they attacked the Hagrites and defeated them. They took

over their territory in the entire eastern region of Gilead.
Gad’s Descendants

11The descendants of Gad lived near them in the land of Bashan, as far as Salecah.
12They included Joel the leader, Shaphamthe second in command, Janai, andShaphat

in Bashan.
13 Their relatives, listed according to their families, included Michael, Meshullam,

Sheba, Jorai, Jacan, Zia, and Eber – seven in all.
14 These were the sons of Abihail son of Huri, son of Jaroah, son of Gilead, son of

Michael, son of Jeshishai, son of Jahdo, son of Buz.
15Ahi son of Abdiel, son of Guni, was the leader of the family.
16 They lived in Gilead, in Bashan and its surrounding settlements, and in the

pasturelands of Sharon to their very borders.
17 All of them were listed in the genealogical records in the time of King Jotham of

Judah and in the time of King Jeroboam of Israel.
18 The Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh had 44,760 men in their

combined armies, warriorswho carried shields and swords, were equippedwith bows,
and were trained for war.

19They attacked the Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab.
20They receiveddivinehelp infighting them, and theHagrites andall their allieswere

handed over to them. They cried out to God during the battle; he responded to their
prayers because they trusted in him.

21 They seized the Hagrites’ animals, including 50,000 camels, 250,000 sheep, and
2,000 donkeys. They also took captive 100,000 people.

22BecauseGod fought for them, they killedmany of the enemy. They dispossessed the
Hagrites and lived in their land until the exile.
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TheHalf-Tribe ofManasseh
23The half-tribe of Manasseh settled in the land from Bashan as far as Baal Hermon,

Senir, andMount Hermon. They grew in number.
24These were the leaders of their families:
Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah,Hodaviah, and Jahdiel. Theywere skilledwarriors,

men of reputation, and leaders of their families.
25 But they were unfaithful to the God of their ancestors and worshiped instead the

gods of the native peoples whomGod had destroyed before them.
26 So the God of Israel stirred up King Pul of Assyria (that is, King Tiglath-pileser of

Assyria), and he carried away the Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh and
took them toHalah, Habor, Hara, and the river of Gozan,where they remain to this very
day.

6
1The sons of Levi:
Gershon, Kohath, andMerari.
2The sons of Kohath:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
3The children of Amram:
Aaron, Moses, andMiriam.
The sons of Aaron:
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
4Eleazar was the father of Phinehas, and Phinehas was the father of Abishua.
5Abishua was the father of Bukki, and Bukki was the father of Uzzi.
6Uzzi was the father of Zerahiah, and Zerahiah was the father of Meraioth.
7Meraioth was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the father of Ahitub.
8Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the father of Ahimaaz.
9Ahimaaz was the father of Azariah, and Azariah was the father of Johanan.
10 Johanan was the father of Azariah, who served as a priest in the temple Solomon

built in Jerusalem.
11Azariah was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the father of Ahitub.
12Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the father of Shallum.
13 Shallumwas the father of Hilkiah, and Hilkiah was the father of Azariah.
14Azariah was the father of Seraiah, and Seraiah was the father of Jehozadak.
15 Jehozadak went into exile when the LORD sent the people of Judah and Jerusalem

into exile by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.
16The sons of Levi:
Gershom, Kohath, andMerari.
17These are the names of the sons Gershom:
Libni and Shimei.
18The sons of Kohath:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
19The sons of Merari:
Mahli andMushi.
These are the clans of the Levites by their families.
20To Gershom:
His son Libni, his son Jahath, his son Zimmah,
21his son Joah, his son Iddo, his son Zerah, and his son Jeatherai.
22The sons of Kohath:
His son Amminadab, his son Korah, his son Assir,
23his son Elkanah, his son Ebiasaph, his son Assir,
24his son Tahath, his son Uriel, his son Uzziah, and his son Shaul.
25The sons of Elkanah:
Amasai, Ahimoth,
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26his son Elkanah, his son Zophai, his son Nahath,
27his son Eliab, his son Jeroham, and his son Elkanah.
28The sons of Samuel:
Joel the firstborn and Abijah the second oldest.
29The descendants of Merari:
Mahli, his son Libni, his son Shimei, his son Uzzah,
30his son Shimea, his son Haggiah, and his son Asaiah.

ProfessionalMusicians
31 These are the men David put in charge of music in the LORD’s sanctuary, after the

ark was placed there.
32Theyperformedmusic before the sanctuary of themeeting tent until Solomonbuilt

the LORD’s temple in Jerusalem. They carried out their tasks according to regulations.
33These are the ones who served along with their sons:
From the Kohathites:
Heman themusician, son of Joel, son of Samuel,
34 son of Elkanah, son of Jeroham, son of Eliel, son of Toah,
35 son of Zuph, son of Elkanah, son of Mahath, son of Amasai,
36 son of Elkanah, son of Joel, son of Azariah, son of Zephaniah,
37 son of Tahath, son of Assir, son of Ebiasaph, son of Korah,
38 son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, son of Israel.
39 Serving beside himwas his fellow Levite Asaph, son of Berechiah, son of Shimea,
40 son of Michael, son of Baaseiah, son of Malkijah,
41 son of Ethni, son of Zerah, son of Adaiah,
42 son of Ethan, son of Zimmah, son of Shimei,
43 son of Jahath, son of Gershom, son of Levi.
44 Serving beside them were their fellow Levites, the descendants of Merari, led by

Ethan, son of Kishi, son of Abdi, son of Malluch,
45 son of Hashabiah, son of Amaziah, son of Hilkiah,
46 son of Amzi, son of Bani, son of Shemer,
47 son of Mahli, son of Mushi, son of Merari, son of Levi.
48 The rest of their fellow Levites were assigned to perform the remaining tasks at

God’s sanctuary.
49 But Aaron and his descendants offered sacrifices on the altar for burnt offerings

and on the altar for incense as they had been assigned to do in themost holy sanctuary.
Theymade atonement for Israel, just as God’s servant Moses had ordered.

50These were the descendants of Aaron:
His son Eleazar, his son Phinehas, his son Abishua,
51his son Bukki, his son Uzzi, his son Zerahiah,
52his sonMeraioth, his son Amariah, his son Ahitub,
53his son Zadok, and his son Ahimaaz.
54These were the areas where Aaron’s descendants lived:
The following belonged to the Kohathite clan, for they received the first allotment:
55 They were allotted Hebron in the territory of Judah, as well as its surrounding

pasturelands.
56 (But the city’s land and nearby towns were allotted to Caleb son of Jephunneh.)
57The descendants of Aaronwere also allotted as cities of refugeHebron, Libnah and

its pasturelands, Jattir, Eshtemoa and its pasturelands,
58Hilez and its pasturelands, Debir and its pasturelands,
59Ashan and its pasturelands, and Beth Shemesh and its pasturelands.
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60 Within the territory of the tribe of Benjamin they were allotted Geba and its
pasturelands, Alemeth and its pasturelands, and Anathoth and its pasturelands. Their
clans were allotted thirteen cities in all.

61The rest of Kohath’s descendants were allotted ten cities in the territory of the half-
tribe of Manasseh.

62The clans of Gershom’s descendants received thirteen cities within the territory of
the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, andManasseh (in Bashan).

63The clans ofMerari’s descendantswere allotted twelve citieswithin the territory of
the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.

64 So the Israelites gave to the Levites these cities and their pasturelands.
65Theyallotted thesepreviouslynamedcities from the territory of the tribes of Judah,

Simeon, and Benjamin.
66 The clans of Kohath’s descendants also received territory within the tribe of

Ephraim.
67 They were allotted as cities of refuge Shechem and its pasturelands (in the hill

country of Ephraim), Gezer and its pasturelands,
68 Jokmeam and its pasturelands, Beth Horon and its pasturelands,
69Aijalon and its pasturelands, and Gath Rimmon and its pasturelands.
70Within the territory of the half-tribe ofManasseh, the rest of Kohath’s descendants

received Aner and its pasturelands and Bileam and its pasturelands.
71The following belonged to Gershom’s descendants:
Within the territory of the half-tribe of Manasseh: Golan in Bashan and its pasture-

lands and Ashtaroth and its pasturelands.
72Within the territory of the tribe of Issachar: Kedesh and its pasturelands, Daberath

and its pasturelands,
73Ramoth and its pasturelands, and Anem and its pasturelands.
74Within the territory of the tribe of Asher: Mashal and its pasturelands, Abdon and

its pasturelands,
75Hukok and its pasturelands, and Rehob and its pasturelands.
76Within the territory of the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh inGalilee and its pasturelands,

Hammon and its pasturelands, and Kiriathaim and its pasturelands.
77The following belonged to the rest of Merari’s descendants:
Within the territoryof the tribeofZebulun: Rimmonoand itspasturelands, andTabor

and its pasturelands.
78Within the territory of the tribe of Reuben across the Jordan River east of Jericho:

Bezer in the desert and its pasturelands, Jahzah and its pasturelands,
79Kedemoth and its pasturelands, andMephaath and its pasturelands.
80 Within the territory of the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in Gilead and its pasturelands,

Mahanaim and its pasturelands,
81Heshbon and its pasturelands, and Jazer and its pasturelands.

7
1The sons of Issachar:
Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron – four in all.
2The sons of Tola:
Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Jibsam, and Samuel. They were leaders of their

families. In the time of David there were 22,600 warriors listed in Tola’s genealogical
records.

3The son of Uzzi:
Izrachiah.
The sons of Izrahiah:
Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and Isshiah. All five were leaders.
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4 According to the genealogical records of their families, they had 36,000 warriors
available for battle, for they had numerous wives and sons.

5Altogether the genealogical records of the clans of Issachar listed 87,000 warriors.
Benjamin’s Descendants

6The sons of Benjamin:
Bela, Beker, and Jediael – three in all.
7The sons of Bela:
Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri. The five of themwere leaders of their families.

There were 22,034 warriors listed in their genealogical records.
8The sons of Beker:
Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth, Abijah, Anathoth, andAlameth. All

these were the sons of Beker.
9There were 20,200 family leaders and warriors listed in their genealogical records.
10The son of Jediael:
Bilhan.
The sons of Bilhan:
Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Kenaanah, Zethan, Tarshish, and Ahishahar.
11All these were the sons of Jediael. Listed in their genealogical records were 17,200

family leaders and warriors whowere capable of marching out to battle.
12TheShuppites andHuppitesweredescendantsof Ir; theHushitesweredescendants

of Aher.
Naphtali’s Descendants

13The sons of Naphtali:
Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum – sons of Bilhah.
Manasseh’s Descendants

14The sons of Manasseh:
Asriel, whowasborn toManasseh’sAramean concubine. She also gavebirth toMakir

the father of Gilead.
15NowMakirmarried awife from theHuppites and Shuppites. (His sister’s namewas

Maacah.)
Zelophehad wasManasseh’s second son; he had only daughters.
16Maacah, Makir’s wife, gave birth to a son, whom she named Peresh. His brother

was Sheresh, and his sons were Ulam and Rekem.
17The son of Ulam:
Bedan.
These were the sons of Gilead, son of Makir, son of Manasseh.
18His sister Hammoleketh gave birth to Ishhod, Abiezer, andMahlah.
19The sons of Shemida were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.
Ephraim’s Descendants

20The descendants of Ephraim:
Shuthelah, his son Bered, his son Tahath, his son Eleadah, his son Tahath,
21his son Zabad, his son Shuthelah
(Ezer and Elead were killed by the men of Gath, who were natives of the land, when

they went down to steal their cattle.
22 Their father Ephraim mourned for them many days and his brothers came to

console him.
23Hehad sexual relationswith hiswife; she becamepregnant and gave birth to a son.

Ephraim named him Beriah because tragedy had come to his family.
24HisdaughterwasSheerah,whobuilt LowerandUpperBethHoron, aswell asUzzen

Sheerah),
25his son Rephah, his son Resheph, his son Telah, his son Tahan,
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26his son Ladan, his son Ammihud, his son Elishama,
27his son Nun, and his son Joshua.
28Their property and settlements includedBethel and its surrounding towns, Naaran

to the east, Gezer and its surrounding towns to thewest, and Shechemand its surround-
ing towns as far as Ayyah and its surrounding towns.

29On the border ofManasseh’s territorywere Beth-Shean and its surrounding towns,
Taanach and its surrounding towns, Megiddo and its surrounding towns, and Dor and
its surrounding towns. The descendants of Joseph, Israel’s son, lived here.

Asher’s Descendants
30The sons of Asher:
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, and Beriah. Serah was their sister.
31The sons of Beriah:
Heber andMalkiel, who was the father of Birzaith.
32Heber was the father of Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and Shua their sister.
33The sons of Japhlet:
Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These were Japhlet’s sons.
34The sons of his brother Shemer:
Rohgah, Hubbah, and Aram.
35The sons of his brother Helem:
Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.
36The sons of Zophah:
Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah,
37Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran, and Beera.
38The sons of Jether:
Jephunneh, Pispah, and Ara.
39The sons of Ulla:
Arah, Hanniel, and Rizia.
40All thesewere the descendants of Asher. Theywere the leaders of their families, the

most capable men, who were warriors and served as head chiefs. There were 26,000
warriors listed in their genealogical records as capable of doing battle.

8
1 Benjamin was the father of Bela, his firstborn; Ashbel was born second, Aharah

third,
2Nohah fourth, and Rapha fifth.
3Bela’s sons were Addar, Gera, Abihud,
4Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah,
5Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.
6Thesewere the descendants of Ehudwhowere leaders of the families living in Geba

whowere forced to move to Manahath:
7 Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera, who moved them. Gera was the father of Uzzah and

Ahihud.
8 Shaharaim fathered sons inMoab after he divorced his wives Hushim and Baara.
9By his wife Hodesh he fathered Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malkam,
10 Jeuz, Sakia, andMirmah. These were his sons; they were family leaders.
11By Hushim he fathered Abitub and Elpaal.
12The sons of Elpaal:
Eber, Misham, Shemed (who built Ono and Lod, as well as its surrounding towns),
13Beriah, and Shema. They were leaders of the families living in Aijalon and chased

out the inhabitants of Gath.
14Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth,
15Zebadiah, Arad, Eder,
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16Michael, Ishpah, and Joha were the sons of Beriah.
17Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber,
18 Ishmerai, Izliah, and Jobab were the sons of Elpaal.
19 Jakim, Zikri, Zabdi,
20Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel,
21Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shimrath were the sons of Shimei.
22 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel,
23Abdon, Zikri, Hanan,
24Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah,
25 Iphdeiah, and Penuel were the sons of Shashak.
26 Shamsherai, Shechariah, Athaliah,
27 Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zikri were the sons of Jeroham.
28 These were the family leaders listed in the genealogical records; they lived in

Jerusalem.
29The father of Gibeon lived in Gibeon; his wife’s namewasMaacah.
30His firstborn son was Abdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab,
31Gedor, Ahio, Zeker, andMikloth.
32 Mikloth was the father of Shimeah. They also lived near their relatives in

Jerusalem.
33Ner was the father of Kish, and Kish was the father of Saul. Saul was the father of

Jonathan, Malki-Shua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal.
34The son of Jonathan:
Meribbaal.
Meribbaal was the father of Micah.
35The sons of Micah:
Pithon, Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz.
36 Ahaz was the father of Jehoaddah, and Jehoaddah was the father of Alemeth,

Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri was the father of Moza,
37 and Moza was the father of Binea. His son was Raphah, whose son was Eleasah,

whose son was Azel.
38Azel had six sons: Azrikam his firstborn, followed by Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah,

and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel.
39The sons of his brother Eshek:
Ulamwas his firstborn, Jeush second, and Eliphelet third.
40The sons of Ulamwerewarriorswhowere adept archers. They hadmany sons and

grandsons, a total of 150.
All these were the descendants of Benjamin.

9
1Genealogical records were kept for all Israel; they are recorded in the Scroll of the

Kings of Israel.
ExilesWho Resettled in Jerusalem
The people of Judah were carried away to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness.
2The first to resettle on their property and in their citieswere some Israelites, priests,

Levites, and temple servants.
3 Some from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim and Manasseh settled in

Jerusalem.
4The settlers included: Uthai son of Ammihud, son of Omri, son of Imri, son of Bani,

who was a descendant of Perez son of Judah.
5From the Shilonites: Asaiah the firstborn and his sons.
6From the descendants of Zerah: Jeuel.
Their relatives numbered 690.
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7From the descendants of Benjamin:
Sallu son of Meshullam, son of Hodaviah, son of Hassenuah;
8 Ibneiah son of Jeroham; Elah son of Uzzi, son of Mikri; and Meshullam son of

Shephatiah, son of Reuel, son of Ibnijah.
9 Their relatives, listed in their genealogical records, numbered 956. All these men

were leaders of their families.
10From the priests:
Jedaiah; Jehoiarib; Jakin;
11 Azariah son of Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of Meraioth, son of

Ahitub the leader in God’s temple;
12Adaiah son of Jeroham, son of Pashhur, son of Malkijah; and Maasai son of Adiel,

son of Jahzerah, son of Meshullam, son of Meshillemith, son of Immer.
13 Their relatives, who were leaders of their families, numbered 1,760. They were

capablemenwhowereassigned tocarryout thevarious tasksof service inGod’s temple.
14From the Levites:
Shemaiah son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of Hashabiah a descendant ofMerari;
15Bakbakkar; Heresh; Galal; Mattaniah son of Mika, son of Zikri, son of Asaph;
16Obadiah son of Shemaiah, son of Galal, son of Jeduthun; and Berechiah son of Asa,

son of Elkanah, who lived among the settlements of the Netophathites.
17The gatekeepers were:
Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their brothers. Shallumwas the leader;
18he serves to this day at theKing’s Gate on the east. Thesewere the gatekeepers from

the camp of the descendants of Levi.
19ShallumsonofKore, sonofEbiasaph, sonofKorah, andhis relatives fromhis family

(the Korahites) were assigned to guard the entrance to the sanctuary. Their ancestors
had guarded the entrance to the LORD’s dwelling place.

20 Phinehas son of Eleazar had been their leader in earlier times, and the LORD was
with him.

21Zechariah son of Meshelemiah was the guard at the entrance to themeeting tent.
22All those selected to be gatekeepers at the entrances numbered 212. Their names

were recorded in the genealogical records of their settlements. David and Samuel the
prophet had appointed them to their positions.

23They and their descendants were assigned to guard the gates of the LORD’s sanctu-
ary (that is, the tabernacle).

24The gatekeepers were posted on all four sides – east, west, north, and south.
25Their relatives, who lived in their settlements, came from time to time and served

with them for seven-day periods.
26 The four head gatekeepers, who were Levites, were assigned to guard the store-

rooms and treasuries in God’s sanctuary.
27Theywould spend the night in their posts all aroundGod’s sanctuary, for theywere

assigned to guard it and would open it with the key everymorning.
28Someof themwere in charge of the articles used by thosewho served; they counted

themwhen they brought them in andwhen they brought them out.
29Someof themwere in charge of the equipment and articles of the sanctuary, aswell

as the flour, wine, olive oil, incense, and spices.
30 (But some of the priests mixed the spices.)
31Mattithiah, a Levite, the firstborn son of Shallum the Korahite, was in charge of

baking the bread for offerings.
32 Some of the Kohathites, their relatives, were in charge of preparing the bread that

is displayed each Sabbath.
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33Themusicians andLevite family leaders stayed in rooms at the sanctuary andwere
exempt from other duties, for day and night they had to carry out their assigned tasks.

34Thesewere the family leaders of the Levites, as listed in their genealogical records.
They lived in Jerusalem.

Jeiel’s Descendants
35 Jeiel (the father of Gibeon) lived in Gibeon. His wife wasMaacah.
36His firstborn son was Abdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab,
37Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, andMikloth.
38 Mikloth was the father of Shimeam. They also lived near their relatives in

Jerusalem.
39Ner was the father of Kish, and Kish was the father of Saul. Saul was the father of

Jonathan, Malki-Shua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal.
40The son of Jonathan:
Meribbaal, who was the father of Micah.
41The sons of Micah:
Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, and Ahaz.
42Ahaz was the father of Jarah, and Jarah was the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth, and

Zimri. Zimri was the father of Moza,
43 and Moza was the father of Binea. His son was Rephaiah, whose son was Eleasah,

whose son was Azel.
44Azel had six sons: Azrikam his firstborn, followed by Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah,

and Hanan. These were the sons of Azel.

10
1Now the Philistines fought against Israel. The Israelites fled before the Philistines

andmany of them fell dead onMount Gilboa.
2ThePhilistines stayedright on theheels of Saul andhis sons. They struckdownSaul’s

sons Jonathan, Abinadab, andMalki-Shua.
3The battle was thick around Saul; the archers spotted him andwounded him.
4 Saul told his armor bearer, “Draw your sword and stab me with it. Otherwise these

uncircumcised peoplewill come and tortureme.” But his armor bearer refused to do it,
because he was very afraid. So Saul took the sword and fell on it.

5When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died.
6 So Saul and his three sons died; his whole household died together.
7When all the Israelites who were in the valley saw that the army had fled and that

Saul and his sonswere dead, they abandoned their cities and fled. The Philistines came
and occupied them.

8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip loot from the corpses, they
discovered Saul and his sons lying dead onMount Gilboa.

9 They stripped his corpse, and then carried off his head and his armor. They sent
messengers throughout the land of the Philistines proclaiming the news to their idols
and their people.

10They placed his armor in the temple of their gods and hung his head in the temple
of Dagon.

11When all the residents of Jabesh Gilead heard about everything the Philistines had
done to Saul,

12 all the warriors went and recovered the bodies of Saul and his sons and brought
them to Jabesh. They buried their remains under the oak tree in Jabesh and fasted for
seven days.

13 So Saul died because he was unfaithful to the LORD and did not obey the LORD’s
instructions; he even tried to conjure up underworld spirits.
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14He did not seek the LORD’s guidance, so the LORD|strong="H3068" killed him and
transferred the kingdom to David son of Jesse.

11
1All Israel joined David at Hebron and said, “Look, we are your very flesh and blood!
2 In the past, even when Saul was king, you were Israel’s commanding general. The

LORD your God said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel; you will rule over my
people Israel.’ ”

3Whenall the leaders of Israel came to the king atHebron, Davidmade an agreement
with them in Hebron before the LORD. They anointed David king over Israel, just as the
LORD had announced through Samuel.

David Conquers Jerusalem
4 David and the whole Israelite army advanced to Jerusalem (that is, Jebus). (The

Jebusites, the land’s original inhabitants, lived there.)
5 The residents of Jebus said to David, “You cannot invade this place!” But David

captured the fortress of Zion (that is, the City of David).
6David said, “Whoever attacks the Jebusites first will become commanding general!”

So Joab son of Zeruiah attacked first and became commander.
7David lived in the fortress; for this reason it is called the City of David.
8 He built up the city around it, from the terrace to the surrounding walls; Joab

restored the rest of the city.
9David’s power steadily grew, for the LORD who commands armies was with him.
David’sWarriors

10 These were the leaders of David’s warriors who helped establish and stabilize his
rule over all Israel, in accordance with the LORD’s word.

11This is the list of David’s warriors:
Jashobeam, a Hacmonite, was head of the officers. He killed three hundredmenwith

his spear in a single battle.
12Next in command was Eleazar son of Dodo the Ahohite. He was one of the three

elite warriors.
13HewaswithDavid in PasDammimwhen the Philistines assembled there for battle.

In an area of the field that was full of barley, the army retreated before the Philistines,
14but then theymadeastand in themiddleof thatarea. Theydefended it anddefeated

the Philistines; the LORD gave them a great victory.
15 Three of the thirty leaders went down to David at the rocky cliff at the cave of

Adullam, while a Philistine force was camped in the Valley of Rephaim.
16 David was in the stronghold at the time, while a Philistine garrison was in

Bethlehem.
17 David was thirsty and said, “How I wish someone would give me some water to

drink from the cistern in Bethlehem near the city gate!”
18So the three elitewarriors broke through thePhilistine forces anddrewsomewater

fromthecistern inBethlehemnear thecity gate. Theycarried it back toDavid, butDavid
refused to drink it. He poured it out as a drink offering to the LORD

19 and said, “God forbid that I should do this! Should I drink the blood of these men
who risked their lives?” Because they risked their lives to bring it to him, he refused to
drink it. Such were the exploits of the three elite warriors.

20 Abishai the brother of Joab was head of the three elite warriors. He killed three
hundredmenwith his spear and gained fame along with the three elite warriors.

21From the threehewas givendoublehonor andhebecame their officer, even though
he was not one of them.
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22 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was a brave warrior from Kabzeel who performed great
exploits. He struck down the two sons of Ariel of Moab; he also went down and killed a
lion inside a cistern on a snowy day.

23He even killed an Egyptian who was seven and a half feet tall. The Egyptian had a
spear as big as the crossbeamof aweaver’s loom; Benaiah attacked himwith a club. He
grabbed the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand and killed himwith his own spear.

24Suchwere the exploits of Benaiah son of Jehoiada, who gained fame alongwith the
three elite warriors.

25Hereceivedhonor from the thirtywarriors, thoughhewasnot oneof the three elite
warriors. David put him in charge of his bodyguard.

26Themighty warriors were:
Asahel the brother of Joab,
Elhanan son of Dodo, from Bethlehem,
27 Shammoth the Harorite,
Helez the Pelonite,
28 Ira son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,
Abiezer the Anathothite,
29 Sibbekai the Hushathite,
Ilai the Ahohite,
30Maharai the Netophathite,
Heled son of Baanah the Netophathite,
31 Ithai son of Ribai from Gibeah in Benjaminite territory,
Benaiah the Pirathonite,
32Hurai from the valleys of Gaash,
Abiel the Arbathite,
33Azmaveth the Baharumite,
Eliahba the Shaalbonite,
34 the sons of Hashem the Gizonite,
Jonathan son of Shageh the Hararite,
35Ahiam son of Sakar the Hararite,
Eliphal son of Ur,
36Hepher theMekerathite,
Ahijah the Pelonite,
37Hezro the Carmelite,
Naarai son of Ezbai,
38 Joel the brother of Nathan,
Mibhar son of Hagri,
39Zelek the Ammonite,
Naharai the Beerothite, the armor-bearer of Joab son of Zeruiah,
40 Ira the Ithrite,
Gareb the Ithrite,
41Uriah the Hittite,
Zabad son of Achli,
42Adina son of Shiza the Reubenite, leader of the Reubenites and the thirty warriors

with him,
43Hanan son of Maacah,
Joshaphat the Mithnite,
44Uzzia the Ashterathite,
Shama and Jeiel, the sons of Hotham the Aroerite,
45 Jediael son of Shimri,
and Joha his brother, the Tizite,
46Eliel the Mahavite,
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and Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam,
and Ithmah theMoabite,
47Eliel,
and Obed,
and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

12
1 These were the men who joined David in Ziklag, when he was banished from the

presence of Saul sonofKish. (Theywere among thewarriorswhoassistedhim inbattle.
2 They were armed with bows and could shoot arrows or sling stones right or left-

handed. They were fellow tribesmen of Saul from Benjamin. ) These were:
3Ahiezer, the leader, and Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; Jeziel and Pelet,

the sons of Azmaveth;
Berachah,
Jehu the Anathothite,
4 Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, one of the thirty warriors and their leader,
Jeremiah,
Jahaziel,
Johanan,
Jozabad the Gederathite,
5Eluzai,
Jerimoth,
Bealiah,
Shemariah,
Shephatiah the Haruphite,
6Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, whowere Korahites,
7and Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham from Gedor.
8Someof theGadites joinedDavid at the stronghold in thedesert. Theywerewarriors

whowere trained forbattle; theycarried shieldsandspears. Theywereasfierceas lions
and could run as quickly as gazelles across the hills.

9Ezer was the leader, Obadiah the second in command, Eliab the third,
10Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth,
11Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
12 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,
13 Jeremiah the tenth, andMachbannai the eleventh.
14 These Gadites were military leaders; the least led a hundred men, the greatest a

thousand.
15They crossed the JordanRiver in thefirstmonth,when itwas overflowing its banks,

and routed those living in all the valleys to the east and west.
16 Some from Benjamin and Judah also came to David’s stronghold.
17Davidwent out tomeet themand said, “If you come tome in peace andwant to help

me, then I will make an alliance with you. But if you come to betray me to my enemies
when I have not harmed you, may the God of our ancestors take notice and judge!”

18But a spirit empowered Amasai, the leader of the thirty warriors, and he said:
“We are yours, O David!
We support you, O son of Jesse!
May you greatly prosper!
May those who help you prosper!
Indeed your God helps you!”
So David accepted them andmade them leaders of raiding bands.
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19 Somemen fromManasseh joined David when he went with the Philistines to fight
against Saul. (But in the end they did not help the Philistines because, after taking
counsel, the Philistine lords sent David away, saying: “It would be disastrous for us if
he deserts to his master Saul.”)

20When David went to Ziklag, the men of Manasseh who joined him were Adnach,
Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, leaders of a thousand soldiers
each in the tribe of Manasseh.

21 They helped David fight against raiding bands, for all of them were warriors and
leaders in the army.

22Each daymen came to help David until his army became very large.

Support for David in Hebron
23 The following is a record of the armed warriors who came with their leaders and

joined David in Hebron in order tomake David king in Saul’s place, in accordancewith
the LORD’s decree:

24From Judah came 6,800 trained warriors carrying shields and spears.
25From Simeon there were 7,100 warriors.
26From Levi there were 4,600.
27 Jehoiada, the leader of Aaron’s descendants, brought 3,700menwith him,
28along with Zadok, a young warrior, and twenty-two leaders from his family.
29 From Benjamin, Saul’s tribe, there were 3,000, most of whom, up to that time, had

been loyal to Saul.
30FromEphraim therewere 20,800warriors, whohadbrought fame to their families.
31 From the half tribe of Manasseh there were 18,000 who had been designated by

name to come andmake David king.
32 From Issachar there were 200 leaders and all their relatives at their command –

they understood the times and knewwhat Israel should do.
33FromZebulun therewere 50,000warriorswhowere prepared for battle, equipped

with all kinds of weapons, and ready to give their undivided loyalty.
34 From Naphtali there were 1,000 officers, along with 37,000 men carrying shields

and spears.
35FromDan there were 28,600men prepared for battle.
36From Asher there were 40,000 warriors prepared for battle.
37Fromtheother sideof the Jordan, fromReuben,Gad, and thehalf tribeofManasseh,

there were 120,000men armedwith all kinds of weapons.
38 All these men were warriors who were ready to march. They came to Hebron to

make David king over all Israel by acclamation; all the rest of the Israelites alsowere in
agreement that David should become king.

39They spent three days feasting there with David, for their relatives had given them
provisions.

40 Also their neighbors, from as far away as Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali, were
bringing food on donkeys, camels, mules, and oxen. There were large supplies of flour,
fig cakes, raisins, wine, olive oil, beef, and lamb, for Israel was celebrating.

13
1 David consulted with his military officers, including those who led groups of a

thousand and those who led groups of a hundred.
2David said to the whole Israelite assembly, “If you so desire and the LORD our God

approves, let’s spread the word to our brothers who remain in all the regions of Israel,
and to the priests and Levites in their cities, so theymay join us.
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3 Let’s move the ark of our God back here, for we did not seek his will throughout
Saul’s reign.”

4Thewhole assembly agreed todo this, for theproposal seemed right to all thepeople.
5 So David assembled all Israel from the Shihor River in Egypt to Lebo Hamath, to

bring the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim.
6David and all Israel went up to Baalah (that is, Kiriath Jearim) in Judah to bring up

from there the ark of God the LORD, who sits enthroned between the cherubim – the ark
that is called by his name.

7They transported the ark on anewcart from thehouse of Abinadab; Uzzah andAhio
were guiding the cart,

8while David and all Israel were energetically celebrating before God, singing and
playing various stringed instruments, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets.

9When they arrived at the threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out his hand to
take hold of the ark, because the oxen stumbled.

10TheLORDwas so furiouswithUzzah, hekilledhim, becausehe reachedouthis hand
and touched the ark. He died right there before God.

11 David was angry because the LORD attacked Uzzah; so he called that place Perez
Uzzah, which remains its name to this very day.

12David was afraid of God that day and said, “Howwill I ever be able to bring the ark
of God up here?”

13 So David did not move the ark to the City of David; he left it in the house of Obed-
Edom the Gittite.

14The ark of God remained inObed-Edom’s house for threemonths; the LORD blessed
Obed-Edom’s family and everything that belonged to him.

14
1King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David, along with cedar logs, stonemasons,

and carpenters to build a palace for him.
2David realized that the LORD had established himas king over Israel and that he had

elevated his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.
3 In Jerusalem Davidmarriedmore wives and fatheredmore sons and daughters.
4 These are the names of children born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab,

Nathan, Solomon,
5 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet,
6Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
7Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.
8When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king of all Israel, all the

Philistines marched up to confront him. When David heard about it, he marched out
against them.

9Now the Philistines had come and raided the Valley of Rephaim.
10David asked God, “Should I march up against the Philistines? Will you hand them

over to me?” The LORD said to him, “March up! I will hand them over to you!”
11 So theymarched against Baal Perazim and David defeated them there. David said,

“Using me as his instrument, God has burst out against my enemies like water bursts
out.” So that place is called Baal Perazim.

12The Philistines left their idols there, so David ordered that they be burned.
13The Philistines again raided the valley.
14So David again asked Godwhat he should do. This time God told him, “Don’t march

up after them; circle around them and come against them in front of the trees.
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15When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the trees, then attack. For at
that moment the LORD is going before|strong="H6440" you to strike down the army of
the Philistines.”

16David did just as God commanded him, and they struck down the Philistine army
from Gibeon to Gezer.

17 So David became famous in all the lands; the LORD caused all the nations to fear
him.

15
1David constructed buildings in the City of David; he then prepared a place for the

ark of God and pitched a tent for it.
2ThenDavid said, “Only theLevitesmay carry the arkofGod, for theLORD chose them

to carry the ark of the LORD and to serve before him perpetually.
3David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem to bring the ark of the LORD up to the place

he had prepared for it.
4David gathered together the descendants of Aaron and the Levites:
5From the descendants of Kohath: Uriel the leader and 120 of his relatives.
6From the descendants of Merari: Asaiah the leader and 220 of his relatives.
7From the descendants of Gershom: Joel the leader and 130 of his relatives.
8From the descendants of Elizaphan: Shemaiah the leader and 200 of his relatives.
9From the descendants of Hebron: Eliel the leader and 80 of his relatives.
10From the descendants of Uzziel: Amminadab the leader and 112 of his relatives.
11 David summoned the priests Zadok and Abiathar, along with the Levites Uriel,

Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab.
12He told them: “You are the leaders of the Levites’ families. You and your relatives

must consecrate yourselves and bring the ark of the LORD God of Israel up to the place I
have prepared for it.

13The first time you did not carry it; that iswhy the LORDGod attacked us, becausewe
did not ask him about the proper way to carry it.”

14 The priests and Levites consecrated themselves so they could bring up the ark of
the LORD God of Israel.

15 The descendants of Levi carried the ark of God on their shoulders with poles, just
as Moses had ordered according to the divine command.

16David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint someof their relatives asmusicians;
they were to play various instruments, including stringed instruments and cymbals,
and to sing loudly and joyfully.

17 So the Levites appointed Heman son of Joel; one of his relatives, Asaph son of
Berechiah; one of the descendants of Merari, Ethan son of Kushaiah;

18 along with some of their relatives who were second in rank, including Zechariah,
Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu,
Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the gatekeepers.

19Themusicians Heman, Asaph, and Ethan were to sound the bronze cymbals;
20Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiahwere to

play the harps according to the alamoth style;
21Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah were to play the

lyres according to the sheminith style, as led by the director;
22 Kenaniah, the leader of the Levites, was in charge of transport, for he was well-

informed on this matter;
23Berechiah and Elkanahwere guardians of the ark;
24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer the

priests were to blow the trumpets before the ark of God; Obed-Edom and Jehiel were
also guardians of the ark.
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25 So David, the leaders of Israel, and the commanders of units of a thousand went to
bring up the ark of the LORD’s covenant from the house of Obed-Edomwith celebration.

26When God helped the Levites who were carrying the ark of the LORD’s covenant,
they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams.

27 David was wrapped in a linen robe, as were all the Levites carrying the ark, the
musicians, and Kenaniah the supervisor of transport and the musicians; David also
wore a linen ephod.

28All Israel brought up the ark of the LORD’s covenant; they were shouting, blowing
trumpets, sounding cymbals, and playing stringed instruments.

29As the ark of the LORD’s covenant entered the City of David,Michal, Saul’s daughter,
looked out the window. When she saw King David jumping and celebrating, she
despised him.

16
1 They brought the ark of God and put it in the middle of the tent David had pitched

for it. Then they offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings before God.
2When David finished offering burnt sacrifices and peace offerings, he pronounced

a blessing over the people in the LORD’s name.
3He then handed out to each Israelite man and woman a loaf of bread, a date cake,

and a raisin cake.
4Heappointed someof theLevites to servebefore thearkof theLORD, to offerprayers,

songs of thanks, and hymns to the LORD God of Israel.
5Asaph was the leader and Zechariah second in command, followed by Jeiel, Shemi-

ramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel. They were to play
stringed instruments; Asaph was to sound the cymbals;

6and the priests Benaiah and Jahazielwere to blow trumpets regularly before the ark
of God’s covenant.

David Thanks God
7That dayDavidfirst gave toAsaph andhis colleagues this song of thanks to the LORD:

8Give thanks to the LORD!
Call on his name!
Make known his accomplishments among the nations!
9 Sing to him! Makemusic to him!
Tell about all his miraculous deeds!
10Boast about his holy name!
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
11 Seek the LORD and the strength he gives!
Seek his presence continually!
12Recall the miraculous deeds he performed,
his mighty acts and the judgments he decreed,
13O children of Israel, God’s servant,
you descendants of Jacob, God’s chosen ones!
14He is the LORD our God;
he carries out judgment throughout the earth.
15Remember continually his covenantal decree,
the promise hemade to a thousand generations –
16 the promise hemade to Abraham,
the promise hemade by oath to Isaac!
17He gave it to Jacob as a decree,
to Israel as a lasting promise,
18 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan
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as the portion of your inheritance.”
19When they were few in number,
just a very few, and foreign residents within it,
20 they wandered from nation to nation,
and from one kingdom to another.
21He let no one oppress them,
he disciplined kings for their sake,
22 saying, “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!
Don’t harmmy prophets!”
23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Announce every day how he delivers!
24Tell the nations about his splendor,
tell all the nations about his miraculous deeds!
25For the LORD is great and certainly worthy of praise,
he is more awesome than all gods.
26For all the gods of the nations are worthless,
but the LORDmade the heavens.
27Majestic splendor emanates from him,
he is the source of strength and joy.
28Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the nations,
ascribe to the LORD splendor and strength!
29Ascribe to the LORD the splendor he deserves!
Bring an offering and enter his presence!
Worship the LORD in holy attire!
30Tremble before him, all the earth!
The world is established, it cannot bemoved.
31Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be happy!
Let the nations say, ‘The LORD reigns!’
32Let the sea and everything in it shout!
Let the fields and everything in them celebrate!
33Then let the trees of the forest shout with joy before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth!
34Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good
and his loyal love endures.
35 Say this prayer: “Deliver us, O Godwho delivers us!
Gather us! Rescue us from the nations!
Then wewill give thanks to your holy name,
and boast about your praiseworthy deeds.”
36May the LORD God of Israel be praised,
in the future and forevermore.
Then all the people said, “We agree! Praise the LORD!”

David AppointsWorship Leaders
37David left Asaph and his colleagues there before the ark of the LORD’s covenant to

serve before the ark regularly and fulfill each day’s requirements,
38 including Obed-Edom and sixty-eight colleagues. Obed-Edom son of Jeduthun and

Hosah were gatekeepers.
39 Zadok the priest and his fellow priests served before the LORD’s tabernacle at the

worship center in Gibeon,
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40 regularly offering burnt sacrifices to the LORD on the altar for burnt sacrifice,
morning and evening, according to what is prescribed in the law of the LORD which he
charged Israel to observe.

41 Joining them were Heman, Jeduthun, and the rest of those chosen and designated
by name to give thanks to the LORD. (For his loyal love endures!)

42Hemanand Jeduthunwere in chargeof themusic, including the trumpets, cymbals,
and the othermusical instruments used in praising God. The sons of Jeduthun guarded
the entrance.

43 Then all the people returned to their homes, and David went to pronounce a
blessing on his family.

17
1When David had settled into his palace, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Look, I am

living in apalacemade fromcedar,while the ark of the LORD’s covenant is under a tent.”
2Nathan said to David, “You should do whatever you have in mind, for God is with

you.”
3That night God told Nathan the prophet,
4 “Go, tell my servant David: ‘This is what the LORD says: “You must not build me a

house in which to live.
5 For I have not lived in a house from the time I brought Israel up from Egypt to the

present day. I have lived in a tent that has been in various places.
6 Wherever I moved throughout Israel, I did not say to any of the leaders whom I

appointed to care for my people Israel, ‘Why have you not built me a house made from
cedar?’ ” ’

7 “So now, say this tomy servant David: ‘This iswhat the LORDwho commands armies
says: “I took you from the pasture and from your work as a shepherd to make you a
leader of my people Israel.

8 I waswith youwherever youwent and I defeated all your enemies before you. Now
I will make you as famous as the great men of the earth.

9 I will establish a place formy people Israel and settle them there; theywill live there
and not be disturbed anymore. Violent menwill not oppress them again, as they did in
the beginning

10andduring the timewhen I appointed judges to leadmypeople Israel. Iwill subdue
all your enemies.

“‘ “I declare to you that the LORD will build a dynastic house for you!
11When the time comes for you to die, I will raise up your descendant, one of your

own sons, to succeed you, and I will establish his kingdom.
12Hewill build me a house, and I will make his dynasty permanent.
13 I will become his father and hewill becomemy son. I will never withholdmy loyal

love from him, as I withheld it from the one who ruled before you.
14 I will put him in permanent charge of my house andmy kingdom; his dynasty will

be permanent.” ’ ”
15Nathan told David all these words that were revealed to him.
David Praises God

16David went in, sat before the LORD, and said: “Who am I, O LORD God, and what is
my family, that you should have brought me to this point?

17And you did not stop there, O God! You have also spoken about the future of your
servant’s family. You have revealed to mewhat men long to know, O LORD God.

18What more can David say to you? You have honored your servant; you have given
your servant special recognition.
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19O LORD, for the sake of your servant and according to your will, you have done this
great thing in order to reveal your greatness.

20O LORD, there is none like you; there is no God besides you! What we heard is true!
21Andwho is like your people, Israel, a unique nation in the earth? Their Godwent to

claim a nation for himself! Youmade a name for yourself by doing great and awesome
deeds when you drove out nations before your people whom you had delivered from
the Egyptian empire and its gods.

22Youmade Israel your very own nation for all time. You, O LORD, became their God.
23 So now, O LORD, may the promise you made about your servant and his family

become a permanent reality! Do as you promised,
24 so it may become a reality and youmay gain lasting fame, as people say, ‘The LORD

who commands armies is the God of Israel.’ David’s dynasty will be established before
you,

25 for you, my God, have revealed to your servant that you will build a dynasty for
him. That is why your servant has had the courage to pray to you.

26 Now, O LORD, you are the true God; you have made this good promise to your
servant.

27 Now you are willing to bless your servant’s dynasty so that it may stand perma-
nently before you, for you, O LORD, have blessed it and it will be blessed from now on
into the future.”

18
1 Later David defeated the Philistines and subdued them. He took Gath and its

surrounding towns away from the Philistines.
2 He defeated the Moabites; the Moabites became David’s subjects and brought

tribute.
3David defeated King Hadadezer of Zobah as far as Hamath, when hewent to extend

his authority to the Euphrates River.
4 David seized from him 1,000 chariots, 7,000 charioteers, and 20,000 infantrymen.

David cut the hamstrings of all but a hundred of Hadadezer’s chariot horses.
5TheArameans of Damascus came to help KingHadadezer of Zobah, but David killed

22,000 of the Arameans.
6David placed garrisons in the territory of the Arameans of Damascus; the Arameans

became David’s subjects and brought tribute. The LORD protected David wherever he
campaigned.

7David took the golden shields which Hadadezer’s servants had carried and brought
them to Jerusalem.

8 From Tibhath and Kun, Hadadezer’s cities, David took a great deal of bronze.
(Solomon used it to make the big bronze basin called “The Sea,” the pillars, and other
bronze items.

9When King Tou of Hamath heard that David had defeated the entire army of King
Hadadezer of Zobah,

10he sent his sonHadoram toKingDavid to extendhis bestwishes and topronounce a
blessingonhimforhis victoryoverHadadezer, forTouhadbeenatwarwithHadadezer.
He also sent various itemsmade of gold, silver, and bronze.

11KingDavid dedicated these things to the LORD, alongwith the silver and goldwhich
he had carried off from all the nations, including Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the
Philistines, and Amalek.

12Abishai son of Zeruiah killed 18,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt.
13He placed garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites became David’s subjects. The

LORD protected David wherever he campaigned.



1 Chronicles 18:14 501 1 Chronicles 19:17

David’s Officials
14David reigned over all Israel; he guaranteed justice for all his people.
15 Joab son of Zeruiah was commanding general of the army; Jehoshaphat son of

Ahilud was secretary;
16 Zadok son of Ahitub and Abimelech son of Abiathar were priests; Shavsha was

scribe;
17Benaiah son of Jehoiada supervised the Kerethites and Pelethites; and David’s sons

were the king’s leading officials.

19
1Later King Nahash of the Ammonites died and his son succeeded him.
2 David said, “I will express my loyalty to Hanun son of Nahash, for his father was

loyal tome.” So David sentmessengers to express his sympathy over his father’s death.
When David’s servants entered Ammonite territory to visit Hanun and express the
king’s sympathy,

3 the Ammonite officials said to Hanun, “Do you really think David is trying to honor
your father by sending these messengers to express his sympathy? No, his servants
have come to you so they can get information and spy out the land!”

4 So Hanun seized David’s servants and shaved their beards off. He cut off the lower
part of their robes so that their buttocks were exposed and then sent them away.

5Messengers came and told David what had happened to the men, so he summoned
them, for themenwere thoroughlyhumiliated. Theking said, “Stay in Jerichountil your
beards grow again; then youmay come back.”

6 When the Ammonites realized that David was disgusted with them, Hanun and
the Ammonites sent 1,000 talents of silver to hire chariots and charioteers from Aram
Naharaim, AramMaacah, and Zobah.

7They hired 32,000 chariots, along with the king of Maacah and his army, who came
and camped in front of Medeba. The Ammonites also assembled from their cities and
marched out to do battle.

8When David heard the news, he sent Joab and the entire army tomeet them.
9TheAmmonitesmarchedout andweredeployed forbattle at the entrance to the city,

while the kings who had comewere by themselves in the field.
10When Joab saw that the battle would be fought on two fronts, he chose some of

Israel’s best men and deployed them against the Arameans.
11Heput his brother Abishai in charge of the rest of the army and theywere deployed

against the Ammonites.
12 Joab said, “If the Arameans start to overpower me, you come to my rescue. If the

Ammonites start to overpower you, I will come to your rescue.
13 Be strong! Let’s fight bravely for the sake of our people and the cities of our God!

The LORD will do what he decides is best!”
14 So Joab and his men marched toward the Arameans to do battle, and they fled

before him.
15 When the Ammonites saw the Arameans flee, they fled before Joab’s brother

Abishai and withdrew into the city. Joab went back to Jerusalem.
16 When the Arameans realized they had been defeated by Israel, they sent for

reinforcements from beyond the Euphrates River, led by Shophach the commanding
general of Hadadezer’s army.

17When David was informed, he gathered all Israel, crossed the Jordan River, and
marched against them. David deployed his army against the Arameans for battle and
they fought against him.
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18 The Arameans fled before Israel. David killed 7,000 Aramean charioteers and
40,000 infantrymen; he also killed Shophach the commanding general.

19 When Hadadezer’s subjects saw they were defeated by Israel, they made peace
with David and became his subjects. The Arameans were no longer willing to help the
Ammonites.

20
1 In the spring, at the timewhen kings normally conduct wars, Joab led the army into

battle and devastated the land of the Ammonites. He went and besieged Rabbah, while
David stayed in Jerusalem. Joab defeated Rabbah and tore it down.

2David took the crown from the head of their king andwore it (itsweightwas a talent
of gold and itwas setwith precious stones). He took a large amount of plunder from the
city.

3He removed the city’s residents andmade themdo hard laborwith saws, iron picks,
and axes. This was his policywith all the Ammonite cities. Then David and all the army
returned to Jerusalem.

Battles with the Philistines
4 Later there was a battle with the Philistines in Gezer. At that time Sibbekai the

Hushathite killed Sippai, one of the descendants of the Rephaim, and the Philistines
were subdued.

5 There was another battle with the Philistines in which Elhanan son of Jair the
Bethlehemite killed the brother of Goliath the Gittite, whose spear had a shaft as big
as the crossbeam of a weaver’s loom.

6 In a battle in Gath there was a large man who had six fingers on each hand and six
toes on each foot – twenty-four in all! He too was a descendant of Rapha.

7When he taunted Israel, Jonathan son of Shimea, David’s brother, killed him.
8Thesewere thedescendantsofRaphawho lived inGath; theywerekilledby thehand

of David and his soldiers.

21
1An adversary opposed Israel, inciting David to count howmanywarriors Israel had.
2David told Joab and the leaders of the army, “Go, count the number ofwarriors from

Beer Sheba to Dan. Then bring back a report tome so I may know howmanywe have.”
3 Joab replied, “May the LORD make his army a hundred times larger! My master, O

king, do not all of them serve my master? Why does my master want to do this? Why
bring judgment on Israel?”

4 But the king’s edict stood, despite Joab’s objections. So Joab left and traveled
throughout Israel before returning to Jerusalem.

5 Joab reported to David the number of warriors. In all Israel there were 1,100,000
sword-wielding soldiers; Judah alone had 470,000 sword-wielding soldiers.

6Now Joab did not number Levi and Benjamin, for the king’s edict disgusted him.
7Godwas also offended by it, so he attacked Israel.
8David said to God, “I have sinned greatly by doing this! Now, please remove the guilt

of your servant, for I have acted very foolishly.”
9The LORD told Gad, David’s prophet,
10 “Go, tell David, ‘This is what the LORD says: “I am offering you three forms of

judgment fromwhich to choose. Pick one of them.” ’ ”
11Gadwent to David and told him, “This is what the LORD says: ‘Pick one of these:
12 three years of famine, or three months being chased by your enemies and struck

down by their swords, or three days being struck down by the LORD, during which a
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plague will invade the land and the LORD’s messenger will destroy throughout Israel’s
territory.’ Now, decide what I should tell the one who sent me.”

13 David said to Gad, “I am very upset! I prefer to be attacked by the LORD, for his
mercy is very great; I do not want to be attacked bymen!”

14 So the LORD sent a plague through Israel, and 70,000 Israelite men died.
15God sent an angel to ravage Jerusalem. As he was doing so, the LORD watched and

relented fromhis judgment. He told theangelwhowasdestroying, “That’s enough! Stop
now!”
Now the LORD’s angel was standing near the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
16 David looked up and saw the LORD’s messenger standing between the earth and

skywith his sword drawn and in his hand, stretched out over Jerusalem. David and the
leaders, coveredwith sackcloth, threw themselves downwith their faces to the ground.

17David said toGod, “Was Inot theonewhodecided tonumber thearmy? I amtheone
who sinned and committed this awful deed! As for these sheep –what have they done?
O LORDmy God, attackme andmy family, but remove the plague from your people!”

18 So the LORD’s messenger told Gad to instruct David to go up and build an altar for
the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

19 So David went up as Gad instructed him to do in the name of the LORD.
20While Ornan was threshing wheat, he turned and saw the messenger, and he and

his four sons hid themselves.
21When David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David; he came out from the

threshing floor and bowed to David with his face to the ground.
22David said to Ornan, “Sell me the threshing floor so I can build on it an altar for the

LORD – I’ll pay top price – so that the plaguemay be removed from the people.”
23Ornan told David, “You can have it! My master, the king, may do what he wants.

Look, I am giving you the oxen for burnt sacrifices, the threshing sledges for wood, and
the wheat for an offering. I give it all to you.”

24King David replied to Ornan, “No, I insist on buying it for top price. I will not offer
to the LORD what belongs to you or offer a burnt sacrifice that cost me nothing.

25 So David bought the place fromOrnan for 600 pieces of gold.
26 David built there an altar to the LORD and offered burnt sacrifices and peace

offerings. He called out to the LORD, and the LORD responded|strong="H6030" by
sending fire from the sky and consuming the burnt sacrifice on the altar.

27The LORD ordered themessenger to put his sword back into its sheath.
28At that time, whenDavid saw that the LORD responded to him at the threshing floor

of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there.
29Now the LORD’s tabernacle (whichMoses hadmade in thewilderness) and the altar

for burnt sacrifices were at that time at the worship center in Gibeon.
30But David could not go before it to seek God’s will, for hewas afraid of the sword of

the LORD’s messenger.

22
1David then said, “This is the place where the temple of the LORD God will be, along

with the altar for burnt sacrifices for Israel.”
David Orders a Temple to Be Built

2David ordered the resident foreigners in the land of Israel to be called together. He
appointed some of them to be stonecutters to chisel stones for the building of God’s
temple.

3David supplied a large amount of iron for the nails of the doors of the gates and for
braces, more bronze than could be weighed,
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4andmore cedar logs than couldbe counted. (The Sidonians andTyrianshadbrought
a large amount of cedar logs to David.)

5David said, “My son Solomon is just an inexperienced young man, and the temple
to be built for the LORD must be especially magnificent so it will become famous and
be considered splendid by all the nations. Therefore I will make preparations for its
construction.” So Davidmade extensive preparations before he died.

6He summoned his son Solomon and charged him to build a temple for the LORD God
of Israel.

7David said to Solomon: “My son, I really wanted to build a temple to honor the LORD
my God.

8 But the LORD said to me: ‘You have spilled a great deal of blood and fought many
battles. You must not build a temple to honor me, for you have spilled a great deal of
blood on the ground before me.

9Look, you will have a son, who will be a peaceful man. I will give him rest from all
his enemies on every side. Indeed, Solomon will be his name; I will give Israel peace
and quiet during his reign.

10He will build a temple to honor me; he will become my son, and I will become his
father. I will grant to his dynasty permanent rule over Israel.’

11 “Now, my son, may the LORD be with you! May you succeed and build a temple for
the LORD your God, just as he announced you would.

12 Only may the LORD give you insight and understanding when he places you in
charge of Israel, so youmay obey the law of the LORD your God.

13 Then you will succeed, if you carefully obey the rules and regulations which the
LORD ordered Moses to give to Israel. Be strong and brave! Don’t be afraid and don’t
panic!

14Now, look, I have made every effort to supply what is needed to build the LORD’s
temple. I have stored up 100,000 talents of gold, 1,000,000 talents of silver, and somuch
bronzeand iron it cannot beweighed, aswell aswoodand stones. Feel free to addmore!

15Youalso have availablemanyworkers, including stonecutters,masons, carpenters,
and an innumerable array of workers who are skilled

16 in using gold, silver, bronze, and iron. Get up and begin thework! May the LORD be
with you!”

17David ordered all the officials of Israel to support his son Solomon.
18He told them, “The LORD your God is with you! He has made you secure on every

side, for he handed over to me the inhabitants of the region and the region is subdued
before the LORD and his people.

19Now seek the LORD your God wholeheartedly and with your entire being! Get up
and build the sanctuary of the LORD God! Then you can bring the ark of the LORD’s
covenant and the holy items dedicated to God’s service into the temple that is built to
honor the LORD.”

23
1When David was old and approaching the end of his life, he made his son Solomon

king over Israel.
2David assembled all the leaders of Israel, along with the priests and the Levites.
3The Leviteswhowere thirty years old and upwere counted; therewere 38,000men.
4David said, “Of these, 24,000 are to direct thework of the LORD’s temple; 6,000 are to

be officials and judges;
5 4,000 are to be gatekeepers; and 4,000 are to praise the LORD with the instruments I

supplied for worship.”
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6David divided them into groups corresponding to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath,
andMerari.

7The Gershonites included Ladan and Shimei.
8The sons of Ladan:
Jehiel the oldest, Zetham, and Joel – three in all.
9The sons of Shimei:
Shelomoth, Haziel, and Haran – three in all.
These were the leaders of the family of Ladan.
10The sons of Shimei:
Jahath, Zina, Jeush, and Beriah. These were Shimei’s sons – four in all.
11 Jahath was the oldest and Zizah the second oldest. Jeush and Beriah did not have

many sons, so they were considered one family with one responsibility.
12The sons of Kohath:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel – four in all.
13The sons of Amram:
Aaron andMoses.
Aaron and his descendantswere chosen on a permanent basis to consecrate themost

holy items, to offer sacrifices before the LORD, to serve him, and to praise his name.
14The descendants of Moses theman of God were considered Levites.
15The sons of Moses:
Gershom and Eliezer.
16The son of Gershom:
Shebuel the oldest.
17The sonofEliezerwasRehabiah, theoldest. Eliezerhadnoother sons, butRehabiah

hadmany descendants.
18The son of Izhar:
Shelomith the oldest.
19The sons of Hebron:
Jeriah the oldest, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth.
20The sons of Uzziel:
Micah the oldest, and Isshiah the second.
21The sons of Merari:
Mahli andMushi.
The sons of Mahli:
Eleazar and Kish.
22 Eleazar died without having sons; he had only daughters. The sons of Kish, their

cousins, married them.
23The sons of Mushi:
Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth – three in all.
24Thesewere thedescendantsofLevi according to their families, that is, the leadersof

families as counted and individually listedwho carried out assigned tasks in the LORD’s
temple and were twenty years old and up.

25 For David said, “The LORD God of Israel has given his people rest and has perma-
nently settled in Jerusalem.

26So the Levites no longer need to carry the tabernacle or any of the items used in its
service.”

27 According to David’s final instructions, the Levites twenty years old and up were
counted.

28Their jobwas to help Aaron’s descendants in the service of the LORD’s temple. They
were to take care of the courtyards, the rooms, ceremonial purification of all holy items,
and other jobs related to the service of God’s temple.

29 They also took care of the bread that is displayed, the flour for offerings, the
unleavened wafers, the round cakes, the mixing, and all the measuring.
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30They also stood in a designated place everymorning and offered thanks and praise
to the LORD. They also did this in the evening

31andwhenever burnt sacrificeswere offered to the LORD on the Sabbath and at new
moon festivals and assemblies. A designated number were to serve before the LORD
regularly in accordance with regulations.

32 They were in charge of the meeting tent and the holy place, and helped their
relatives, the descendants of Aaron, in the service of the LORD’s temple.

24
1The divisions of Aaron’s descendants were as follows:
The sons of Aaron:
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
2NadabandAbihudiedbefore their fatherdid; theyhadnosons. Eleazarand Ithamar

served as priests.
3David, Zadok (a descendant of Eleazar), and Ahimelech (a descendant of Ithamar)

divided them into groups to carry out their assigned responsibilities.
4 The descendants of Eleazar had more leaders than the descendants of Ithamar, so

theydivided themupaccordingly; thedescendantsofEleazarhadsixteen leaders,while
the descendants of Ithamar had eight.

5 They divided them by lots, for there were officials of the holy place and officials
designated by God among the descendants of both Eleazar and Ithamar.

6The scribe Shemaiah son of Nethanel, a Levite, wrote down their names before the
king, the officials, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech son of Abiathar, and the leaders of the
priestly and Levite families. One family was drawn by lot from Eleazar, and then the
next from Ithamar.

7The first lot went to Jehoiarib,
the second to Jedaiah,
8 the third to Harim,
the fourth to Seorim,
9 the fifth to Malkijah,
the sixth to Mijamin,
10 the seventh to Hakkoz,
the eighth to Abijah,
11 the ninth to Jeshua,
the tenth to Shecaniah,
12 the eleventh to Eliashib,
the twelfth to Jakim,
13 the thirteenth to Huppah,
the fourteenth to Jeshebeab,
14 the fifteenth to Bilgah,
the sixteenth to Immer,
15 the seventeenth to Hezir,
the eighteenth to Happizzez,
16 the nineteenth to Pethahiah,
the twentieth to Jehezkel,
17 the twenty-first to Jakin,
the twenty-second to Gamul,
18 the twenty-third to Delaiah,
the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.
19 This was the order in which they carried out their assigned responsibilities when

they entered the LORD’s temple, according to the regulations given them by their
ancestor Aaron, just as the LORD God of Israel had instructed him.
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Remaining Levites
20The rest of the Levites included:
Shubael from the sons of Amram,
Jehdeiah from the sons of Shubael,
21 the firstborn Isshiah from Rehabiah and the sons of Rehabiah,
22 Shelomoth from the Izharites,
Jahath from the sons of Shelomoth.
23The sons of Hebron:
Jeriah, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth.
24The son of Uzziel:
Micah;
Shamir from the sons of Micah.
25The brother of Micah:
Isshiah.
Zechariah from the sons of Isshiah.
26The sons of Merari:
Mahli andMushi.
The son of Jaaziah:
Beno.
27The sons of Merari, from Jaaziah:
Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri.
28FromMahli:
Eleazar, who had no sons.
29From Kish:
Jerahmeel.
30The sons of Mushi:
Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth.
These were the Levites, listed by their families.
31 Just like their relatives, the descendants of Aaron, they also cast lots before King

David, Zadok, Ahimelech, the leaders of families, the priests, and the Levites. The
families of the oldest son cast lots along with the those of the youngest.

25
1 David and the army officers selected some of the sons of Asaph, Heman, and

Jeduthun to prophesy as they played stringed instruments and cymbals. The following
menwere assigned this responsibility:

2From the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, andAsarelah. The sons of Asaph
were supervised by Asaph, who prophesied under the king’s supervision.

3From the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, andMattithiah – six
in all, under supervision of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied as he played a harp,
giving thanks and praise to the LORD.

4 From the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hana-
niah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and
Mahazioth.

5All these were the sons of Heman, the king’s prophet. God had promised him these
sons in order to make him prestigious. God gave Heman fourteen sons and three
daughters.

6 All of these were under the supervision of their fathers; they were musicians in
the LORD’s temple, playing cymbals and stringed instruments as they served in God’s
temple. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Hemanwere under the supervision of the king.

7They and their relatives, all of them skilled and trained to make music to the LORD,
numbered two hundred eighty-eight.
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8They cast lots to determine their responsibilities –oldest aswell as youngest, teacher
as well as student.

9The first lot went to Asaph’s son Joseph and his relatives and sons – twelve in all,
the second to Gedaliah and his relatives and sons – twelve in all,
10 the third to Zaccur and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
11 the fourth to Izri and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
12 the fifth to Nethaniah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
13 the sixth to Bukkiah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
14 the seventh to Jesharelah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
15 the eighth to Jeshaiah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
16 the ninth to Mattaniah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
17 the tenth to Shimei and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
18 the eleventh to Azarel and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
19 the twelfth to Hashabiah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
20 the thirteenth to Shubael and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
21 the fourteenth to Mattithiah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
22 the fifteenth to Jerimoth and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
23 the sixteenth to Hananiah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
24 the seventeenth to Joshbekashah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
25 the eighteenth to Hanani and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
26 the nineteenth to Mallothi and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
27 the twentieth to Eliathah and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
28 the twenty-first to Hothir and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
29 the twenty-second to Giddalti and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
30 the twenty-third to Mahazioth and his sons and relatives – twelve in all,
31 the twenty-fourth to Romamti-Ezer and his sons and relatives – twelve in all.

26
1The divisions of the gatekeepers:
From the Korahites: Meshelemiah, son of Kore, one of the sons of Asaph.
2Meshelemiah’s sons:
The firstborn Zechariah, the second Jediael, the third Zebadiah, the fourth Jathniel,
3 the fifth Elam, the sixth Jehohanan, and the seventh Elihoenai.
4Obed-Edom’s sons:
The firstborn Shemaiah, the second Jehozabad, the third Joah, the fourth Sakar, the

fifth Nethanel,
5 the sixth Ammiel, the seventh Issachar, and the eighth Peullethai. (Indeed, God

blessed Obed-Edom.)
6His son Shemaiah also had sons, who were leaders of their families, for they were

highly respected.
7The sons of Shemaiah:
Othni, Rephael, Obed, and Elzabad. His relatives Elihu and Semakiah were also

respected.
8 All these were the descendants of Obed-Edom. They and their sons and relatives

were respected men, capable of doing their responsibilities. There were sixty-two of
them related to Obed-Edom.

9Meshelemiah had sons and relatives whowere respected – eighteen in all.
10Hosah, one of the descendants of Merari, had sons:
The firstborn Shimri (he was not actually the firstborn, but his father gave him that

status),
11 the secondHilkiah, the thirdTebaliah, and the fourthZechariah. All ofHosah’s sons

and relatives numbered thirteen.
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12 These divisions of the gatekeepers, corresponding to their leaders, had assigned
responsibilities, like their relatives, as they served in the LORD’s temple.

13They cast lots, both young and old, according to their families, to determine which
gate they would be responsible for.

14The lot for theeast gatewent to Shelemiah. They thencast lots forhis sonZechariah,
a wise adviser, and the lot for the north gate went to him.

15 Obed-Edom was assigned the south gate, and his sons were assigned the store-
houses.

16Shuppim andHosahwere assigned thewest gate, alongwith the Shalleketh gate on
the upper road. One guard was adjacent to another.

17 Each day there were six Levites posted on the east, four on the north, and four on
the south. At the storehouses they were posted in pairs.

18At the court on the west there were four posted on the road and two at the court.
19 These were the divisions of the gatekeepers who were descendants of Korah and

Merari.
Supervisors of the Storehouses

20 Their fellow Levites were in charge of the storehouses in God’s temple and the
storehouses containing consecrated items.

21The descendants of Ladan, whowere descended fromGershon through Ladan and
were leaders of the families of Ladan the Gershonite, included Jehieli

22 and the sons of Jehieli, Zetham and his brother Joel. They were in charge of the
storehouses in the LORD’s temple.

23As for the Amramites, Izharites, Hebronites, and Uzzielites:
24 Shebuel son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was the supervisor of the storehouses.
25His relatives through Eliezer included: Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah his son, Joram

his son, Zikri his son, and Shelomith his son.
26 Shelomith and his relatives were in charge of all the storehouses containing the

consecrated items dedicated by King David, the family leaders who led units of a
thousand and a hundred, and the army officers.

27 They had dedicated some of the plunder taken in battles to be used for repairs on
the LORD’s temple.

28They were also in charge of everything dedicated by Samuel the prophet, Saul son
of Kish, Abner son of Ner, and Joab son of Zeruiah; Shelomith and his relatives were in
charge of everything that had been dedicated.

29As for the Izharites: Kenaniah and his sons were given responsibilities outside the
temple as officers and judges over Israel.

30 As for the Hebronites: Hashabiah and his relatives, 1,700 respected men, were
assigned responsibilities in Israel west of the Jordan; they did the LORD’s work and the
king’s service.

31 As for the Hebronites: Jeriah was the leader of the Hebronites according to the
genealogical records. In the fortieth year of David’s reign, they examined the records
and discovered there were highly respectedmen in Jazer in Gilead.

32 Jeriah had 2,700 relatives who were respected family leaders. King David placed
them in charge of the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe ofManasseh; they took
care of all matters pertaining to God and the king.

27
1 What follows is a list of Israelite family leaders and commanders of units of a

thousand and a hundred, as well as their officers who served the king in various
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matters. Each division was assigned to serve for one month during the year; each
consisted of 24,000men.

2 Jashobeam son of Zabdiel was in charge of the first division, whichwas assigned the
first month. His division consisted of 24,000men.

3He was a descendant of Perez; he was in charge of all the army officers for the first
month.

4Dodai the Ahohitewas in charge of the division assigned the secondmonth;Mikloth
was the next in rank. His division consisted of 24,000men.

5The third army commander, assigned the thirdmonth, was Benaiah son of Jehoiada
the priest. He was the leader of his division, which consisted of 24,000men.

6 Benaiah was the leader of the thirty warriors and his division; his son was
Ammizabad.

7The fourth, assigned the fourthmonth,wasAsahel, brotherof Joab; his sonZebadiah
succeeded him. His division consisted of 24,000men.

8The fifth, assigned the fifth month, was the commander Shamhuth the Izrahite. His
division consisted of 24,000men.

9 The sixth, assigned the sixth month, was Ira son of Ikkesh the Tekoite. His division
consisted of 24,000men.

10 The seventh, assigned the seventh month, was Helez the Pelonite, an Ephraimite.
His division consisted of 24,000men.

11The eighth, assigned the eighthmonth,was Sibbekai theHushathite, a Zerahite. His
division consisted of 24,000men.

12 The ninth, assigned the ninth month, was Abiezer the Anathothite, a Benjaminite.
His division consisted of 24,000men.

13The tenth, assigned the tenthmonth,wasMaharai theNetophathite, a Zerahite. His
division consisted of 24,000men.

14 The eleventh, assigned the eleventh month, was Benaiah the Pirathonite, an
Ephraimite. His division consisted of 24,000men.

15The twelfth, assigned the twelfthmonth,wasHeldai theNetophathite, adescendant
of Othniel. His division consisted of 24,000men.

16The officers of the Israelite tribes:
Eliezer son of Zikri was the leader of the Reubenites,
Shephatiah son of Maacah led the Simeonites,
17Hashabiah son of Kemuel led the Levites,
Zadok led the descendants of Aaron,
18Elihu, a brother of David, led Judah,
Omri son of Michael led Issachar,
19 Ishmaiah son of Obadiah led Zebulun,
Jerimoth son of Azriel led Naphtali,
20Hoshea son of Azaziah led the Ephraimites,
Joel son of Pedaiah led the half-tribe of Manasseh,
21 Iddo son of Zechariah led the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead,
Jaasiel son of Abner led Benjamin,
22Azarel son of Jeroham led Dan.
These were the commanders of the Israelite tribes.
23 David did not count the males twenty years old and under, for the LORD|

strong="H3069" had promised to make Israel as numerous as the stars in the sky.
24 Joab son of Zeruiah started to count themen but did not finish. Godwas angrywith

Israel because of this, so the numberwas not recorded in the scroll called The Annals of
King David.

Royal Officials
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25Azmaveth son of Adiel was in charge of the king’s storehouses;
Jonathan son of Uzziah was in charge of the storehouses in the field, in the cities, in

the towns, and in the towers.
26Ezri son of Kelub was in charge of the field workers who farmed the land.
27 Shimei the Ramathite was in charge of the vineyards;
Zabdi the Shiphmite was in charge of the wine stored in the vineyards.
28 Baal-Hanan the Gederite was in charge of the olive and sycamore trees in the

lowlands;
Joash was in charge of the storehouses of olive oil.
29 Shitrai the Sharonite was in charge of the cattle grazing in Sharon;
Shaphat son of Adlai was in charge of the cattle in the valleys.
30Obil the Ishmaelite was in charge of the camels;
Jehdeiah theMeronothite was in charge of the donkeys.
31 Jaziz the Hagrite was in charge of the sheep.
All these were the officials in charge of King David’s property.
32 Jonathan, David’s uncle, was a wise adviser and scribe;
Jehiel son of Hacmoni cared for the king’s sons.
33Ahithophel was the king’s adviser;
Hushai the Arkite was the king’s confidant.
34Ahithophel was succeeded by Jehoiada son of Benaiah and by Abiathar.
Joab was the commanding general of the king’s army.

28
1David assembled in Jerusalemall the officials of Israel, including the commanders of

the tribes, the commanders of the armydivisions that served the king, the commanders
ofunits of a thousandandahundred, theofficialswhowere in chargeof all theproperty
and livestockof theking andhis sons, the eunuchs, and thewarriors, including themost
skilled of them.

2 King David rose to his feet and said: “Listen to me, my brothers and my people. I
wanted to build a temple where the ark of the LORD’s covenant could be placed as a
footstool for our God. I havemade the preparations for building it.

3But God said to me, ‘Youmust not build a temple to honor me, for you are a warrior
and have spilled blood.’

4 The LORD|strong="H3069" God of Israel chose me out of my father’s entire family
to become king over Israel and have a permanent dynasty. Indeed, he chose Judah as
leader, andmy father’s familywithin Judah, and then he pickedme out fromamongmy
father’s sons andmademe king over all Israel.

5From all themany sons the LORD has givenme, he chose Solomonmy son to rule on
his behalf over Israel.

6He said tome, ‘Solomonyour son is the onewhowill buildmy temple andmy courts,
for I have chosen him to becomemy son and I will become his father.

7 I will establish his kingdom permanently, if he remains committed to obeying my
commands and regulations, as you are doing this day.’

8 So now, in the sight of all Israel, the LORD’s assembly, and in the hearing of our God,
I say this: Carefully observe all the commands of the LORD your God, so that you may
possess this good land and may leave it as a permanent inheritance for your children
after you.

9 “And you, Solomon my son, obey the God of your father and serve him with a sub-
missive attitude and a willing spirit, for the LORD examines all minds and understands
every motive of one’s thoughts. If you seek him, he will let you find him, but if you
abandon him, he will reject you permanently.
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10 Realize now that the LORD has chosen you to build a temple as his sanctuary. Be
strong and do it!”

11David gave to his son Solomon the blueprints for the temple porch, its buildings, its
treasuries, its upper areas, its inner rooms, and the room for atonement.

12He gave him the blueprints of all he envisioned for the courts of the LORD’s temple,
all the surrounding rooms, the storehouses of God’s temple, and the storehouses for the
holy items.

13 He gave him the regulations for the divisions of priests and Levites, for all the
assigned responsibilities within the LORD’s temple, and for all the items used in the
service of the LORD’s temple.

14He gave him the prescribedweight for all the gold items to be used in various types
of service in the LORD’s|strong="H5656" temple, for all the silver items to be used in
various types of service,

15 for the gold lampstands and their gold lamps, including the weight of each lamp-
stand and its lamps, for the silver lampstands, including the weight of each lampstand
and its lamps, according to the prescribed use of each lampstand,

16 for the goldused in thedisplay tables, including theamount tobeused in each table,
for the silver to be used in the silver tables,

17 for the pure gold used for the meat forks, bowls, and jars, for the small gold bowls,
including the weight for each bowl, for the small silver bowls, including the weight for
each bowl,

18and for the refined gold of the incense altar.
He gave him the blueprint for the seat of the gold cherubim that spread their wings

and provide shelter for the ark of the LORD’s covenant.
19David said, “All of this I put in writing as the LORD directedme and gaveme insight

regarding the details of the blueprints.”
20 David said to his son Solomon: “Be strong and brave! Do it! Don’t be afraid and

don’t panic! For the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not leave you or abandon
you before all the work for the service of the LORD’s temple is finished.

21Here are the divisions of the priests and Levites whowill perform all the service of
God’s temple. All the willing and skilled men are ready to assist you in all the work
and perform their service. The officials and all the people are ready to follow your
instructions.”

29
1 King David said to the entire assembly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God has

chosen, is just an inexperienced young man, and the task is great, for this palace is not
for man, but for the LORD God.

2 So I have made every effort to provide what is needed for the temple of my God,
including the gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, aswell as a large amount of onyx, settings
of antimony and other stones, all kinds of precious stones, and alabaster.

3 Now, to show my commitment to the temple of my God, I donate my personal
treasure of gold and silver to the temple ofmyGod, in addition to all that I have already
supplied for this holy temple.

4This includes 3,000 talents of gold from Ophir and 7,000 talents of refined silver for
overlaying the walls of the buildings,

5 for gold and silver items, and for all the work of the craftsmen. Who else wants to
contribute to the LORD today?”

6 The leaders of the families, the leaders of the Israelite tribes, the commanders of
units of a thousand and a hundred, and the supervisors of the king’s work contributed
willingly.
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7 They donated for the service of God’s temple 5,000 talents and ten thousand darics
of gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze, and 100,000 talents of iron.

8Allwhopossessedprecious stonesdonated themto the treasuryof theLORD’s temple,
which was under the supervision of Jehiel the Gershonite.

9 The people were delighted with their donations, for they contributed to the LORD
with a willing attitude; King David was also very happy.

David Praises the Lord
10David praised the LORD before the entire assembly:
“O LORD God of our father Israel, you deserve praise forevermore!
11OLORD|strong="H3069", youare great,mighty,majestic,magnificent, glorious, and

sovereign over all the sky and earth! You have dominion and exalt yourself as the ruler
of all.

12You are the source ofwealth and honor; you rule over all. You possess strength and
might to magnify and give strength to all.

13Now, our God, we give thanks to you and praise yourmajestic name!
14 “Butwho am I andwho aremy people, thatwe should be in a position to contribute

this much? Indeed, everything comes from you, and we have simply given back to you
what is yours.

15Forwe are resident foreigners and nomads in your presence, like all our ancestors;
our days are like a shadow on the earth, without security.

16O LORD our God, all this wealth, which we have collected to build a temple for you
to honor your holy name, comes from you; it all belongs to you.

17 I know, my God, that you examine thoughts and are pleased with integrity. With
pure motives I contribute all this; and now I look with joy as your people who have
gathered here contribute to you.

18O LORD God of our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, maintain the motives of
your people and keep them devoted to you.

19Makemy son Solomonwilling to obey your commands, rules, and regulations, and
to complete building the palace for which I havemade preparations.”

20David told the entire assembly: “Praise the LORD your God!” So the entire assembly
praised the LORD God of their ancestors; they bowed down and stretched out flat on the
ground before the LORD and the king.

David Designates Solomon King
21 The next day they made sacrifices and offered burnt sacrifices to the LORD (1,000

bulls, 1,000 rams, 1,000 lambs), along with their accompanying drink offerings and
many other sacrifices for all Israel.

22They held a feast before the LORD that day and celebrated.
Then they designated Solomon, David’s son, as king a second time; before the LORD

they anointed him as ruler and Zadok as priest.
23 Solomon sat on the LORD’s throne as king in place of his father David; he was

successful and all Israel was loyal to him.
24 All the officers and warriors, as well as all of King David’s sons, pledged their

allegiance to King Solomon.
25The LORD greatlymagnified Solomonbefore all Israel and bestowed onhimgreater

majesty than any king of Israel before him.
David’s Reign Comes to an End

26David son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.
27 He reigned over Israel forty years; he reigned in Hebron seven years and in

Jerusalem thirty-three years.
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28 He died at a good old age, having enjoyed long life, wealth, and honor. His son
Solomon succeeded him.

29 King David’s accomplishments, from start to finish, are recorded in the Annals
of Samuel the prophet, the Annals of Nathan the prophet, and the Annals of Gad the
prophet.

30 Recorded there are all the facts about his reign and accomplishments, and an
account of the events that involved him, Israel, and all the neighboring kingdoms.
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2 Chronicles
The Lord Gives SolomonWisdom

1 Solomon son of David solidified his royal authority, for the LORD his God was with
him andmagnified him greatly.

2 Solomon addressed all Israel, including those who commanded units of a thousand
and a hundred, the judges, and all the leaders of all Israel whowere heads of families.

3Solomon and the entire assembly went to the worship center in Gibeon, for the tent
where theymetGodwas located there,whichMoses the LORD’s servant hadmade in the
wilderness.

4 (Now David had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim to the place he had
prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem.

5But the bronze altarmade byBezalel son of Uri, son ofHur,was in front of the LORD’s
tabernacle. Solomon and the entire assembly prayed to him there.)

6Solomonwent up to the bronze altar before the LORDwhichwas at themeeting tent,
and he offered up a thousand burnt sacrifices.

7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Tell me what I should give
you.”

8 Solomon replied to God, “You demonstrated great loyalty to my father David and
havemademe king in his place.

9Now,LORDGod,mayyourpromise tomy fatherDavidbe realized, foryouhavemade
me king over a great nation as numerous as the dust of the earth.

10 Now give me wisdom and discernment so I can effectively lead this nation.
Otherwise no one is able to make judicial decisions for this great nation of yours.”

11God said to Solomon, “Because you desire this, and did not ask for riches, wealth,
and honor, or for vengeance on your enemies, and because you did not ask for long
life, but requested wisdom and discernment so you canmake judicial decisions for my
people over whom I havemade you king,

12 you are granted wisdom and discernment. Furthermore I am giving you riches,
wealth, and honor surpassing that of any king before or after you.”

13 Solomon left the meeting tent at the worship center in Gibeon and went to
Jerusalem, where he reigned over Israel.

Solomon’sWealth
14 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses. He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000

horses. He kept them in assigned cities and in Jerusalem.
15 The king made silver and gold as plentiful in Jerusalem as stones; cedar was as

plentiful as sycamore fig trees are in the lowlands.
16 Solomon acquired his horses from Egypt and from Que; the king’s traders pur-

chased them fromQue.
17 They paid 600 silver pieces for each chariot from Egypt, and 150 silver pieces for

each horse. They also sold chariots and horses to all the kings of the Hittites and to the
kings of Syria.

2
1Solomon ordered a temple to be built to honor the LORD, aswell as a royal palace for

himself.
2 Solomon had 70,000 common laborers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hills, in

addition to 3,600 supervisors.
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3Solomonsentamessage toKingHuramofTyre: “HelpmeasyoudidmyfatherDavid,
when you sent him cedar logs for the construction of his palace.

4 Look, I am ready to build a temple to honor the LORD|strong="H3069" my God and
to dedicate it to him in order to burn fragrant incense before him, to set out the bread
that is regularly displayed, and to offer burnt sacrifices each morning and evening,
and on Sabbaths, new moon festivals, and at other times appointed by the LORD|
strong="H3069" our God. This is something Israel must do on a permanent basis.

5 I will build a great temple, for our God is greater than all gods.
6 Of course, who can really build a temple for him, since the sky and the highest

heavens cannot contain him? Who am I that I should build him a temple! It will really
be only a place to offer sacrifices before him.

7 “Now send me a man who is skilled in working with gold, silver, bronze, and iron,
as well as purple, crimson, and violet colored fabrics, and who knows how to engrave.
He will work with my skilled craftsmen here in Jerusalem and Judah, whommy father
David provided.

8 Send me cedars, evergreens, and algum trees from Lebanon, for I know your
servants are adept at cutting down trees in Lebanon. My servants will work with your
servants

9 to supply me with large quantities of timber, for I am building a great, magnificent
temple.

10 Look, I will pay your servants who cut the timber 20,000 kors of ground wheat,
20,000 kors of barley, 120,000 gallons of wine, and 120,000 gallons of olive oil.”

11KingHuramof Tyre sent this letter to Solomon: “Because the LORD loves his people,
he has made you their king.”

12Huramalso said, “Worthy of praise is the LORDGod of Israel, whomade the sky and
the earth! He has given David a wise son who has discernment and insight and will
build a temple for the LORD, as well as a royal palace for himself.

13Now I am sending you Huram Abi, a skilled and capable man,
14whosemother is aDanite andwhose father is a Tyrian. He knowshow toworkwith

gold, silver, bronze, iron, stones, andwood, aswell as purple, violet, white, and crimson
fabrics. He knows how to do all kinds of engraving and understands any design given
to him. He will work with your skilled craftsmen and the skilled craftsmen of my lord
David your father.

15Now let my lord send to his servants the wheat, barley, olive oil, and wine he has
promised;

16we will get all the timber you need from Lebanon and bring it in raft-like bundles
by sea to Joppa. You can then haul it on up to Jerusalem.”

17Solomon took a census of all themale resident foreigners in the land of Israel, after
the census his father David had taken. There were 153,600 in all.

18He designated 70,000 as common laborers, 80,000 as stonecutters in the hills, and
3,600 as supervisors to make sure the people completed the work.

3
1Solomon began building the LORD’s|strong="H3069" temple in Jerusalem onMount

Moriah, where the LORD had|strong="H0834" appeared to his father David. This was
the place that David prepared at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

2He began building on the second day of the second month of the fourth year of his
reign.

3 Solomon laid the foundation for God’s temple; its length (determined according to
the old standard of measure) was 90 feet, and its width 30 feet.
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4 The porch in front of the main hall was 30 feet long, corresponding to the width of
the temple, and its height was 30 feet. He plated the inside with pure gold.

5He paneled themain hall with boardsmade from evergreen trees and plated it with
fine gold, decorated with palm trees and chains.

6Hedecorated the templewith precious stones; the gold he used came fromParvaim.
7He overlaid the temple’s rafters, thresholds, walls and doors with gold; he carved

decorative cherubim on the walls.
8He made the most holy place; its length was 30 feet, corresponding to the width of

the temple, and its width 30 feet. He plated it with 600 talents of fine gold.
9The gold nails weighed 50 shekels; he also plated the upper areas with gold.
10 In themost holy place hemade two images of cherubim and plated themwith gold.
11The combinedwing span of the cherubswas 30 feet. One of the first cherub’swings

was seven and one-half feet long and touched onewall of the temple; its otherwingwas
also seven and one-half feet long and touched one of the second cherub’s wings.

12 Likewise one of the second cherub’s wings was seven and one-half feet long and
touched the other wall of the temple; its other wing was also seven and one-half feet
long and touched one of the first cherub’s wings.

13The combined wingspan of these cherubimwas 30 feet. They stood upright, facing
inward.

14Hemade the curtain out of violet, purple, crimson, and white fabrics, and embroi-
dered on it decorative cherubim.

15 In front of the temple hemade twopillarswhichhad a combined length of 52½ feet,
with each having a plated capital seven and one-half feet high.

16He made ornamental chains and put them on top of the pillars. He also made one
hundred pomegranate-shaped ornaments and arranged themwithin the chains.

17He set up the pillars in front of the temple, one on the right side and the other on
the left. He named the one on the right Jachin, and the one on the left Boaz.

4
1Hemade a bronze altar, 30 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 15 feet high.
2He also made the big bronze basin called “The Sea.” It measured 15 feet from rim

to rim, was circular in shape, and stood seven and one-half feet high. Its circumference
was 45 feet.

3 Images of bulls were under it all the way around, ten every eighteen inches all the
way around. The bulls were in two rows and had been cast with “The Sea.”

4 “The Sea” stood on top of twelve bulls. Three faced northward, three westward,
three southward, and three eastward. “The Sea”was placed on top of them, and they all
faced outward.

5 It was four fingers thick and its rimwas like that of a cup shaped like a lily blossom.
It could hold 18,000 gallons.

6Hemade tenwashing basins; he put five on the south side andfive on the north side.
In them they rinsed the items used for burnt sacrifices; the priests washed in “The Sea.”

7Hemade tengold lampstandsaccording to specificationsandput themin the temple,
five on the right and five on the left.

8Hemade ten tables and set them in the temple, five on the right and five on the left.
He also made one hundred gold bowls.

9Hemade the courtyard of the priests and the large enclosure and its doors; he plated
their doors with bronze.

10He put “The Sea” on the south side, in the southeast corner.
11Huram Abi made the pots, shovels, and bowls. He finished all the work on God’s

temple he had been assigned by King Solomon.
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12Hemade the twopillars, the twobowl-shaped tops of the pillars, the latticework for
the bowl-shaped tops of the two pillars,

13 the four hundred pomegranate-shaped ornaments for the latticework of the two
pillars (each latticework had two rows of these ornaments at the bowl-shaped top of
the pillar),

14 the tenmovable stands with their ten basins,
15 the big bronze basin called “The Sea”with its twelve bulls underneath,
16 and the pots, shovels, andmeat forks. All the items King Solomon assigned Huram

Abi to make for the LORD’s|strong="H3069" temple weremade from polished bronze.
17 The king had them cast in earthen foundries in the region of the Jordan between

Succoth and Zarethan.
18 Solomonmade somany of these items they did not weigh the bronze.
19Solomon alsomade these items for God’s temple: the gold altar, the tables onwhich

the Bread of the Presence was kept,
20 thepuregold lampstandsand their lampswhichburnedas specifiedat theentrance

to the inner sanctuary,
21 the pure gold flower-shaped ornaments, lamps, and tongs,
22 the pure gold trimming shears, basins, pans, and censers, and the gold door sockets

for the inner sanctuary (the most holy place) and for the doors of the main hall of the
temple.

5
1When Solomon had finished constructing the LORD’s temple, he put the holy items

that belonged to his father David (the silver, gold, and all the other articles) in the
treasuries of God’s temple.

SolomonMoves the Ark into the Temple
2 Then Solomon convened Israel’s elders – all the leaders of the Israelite tribes and

families – in Jerusalem, so they could witness the transferal of the ark of the covenant
of the LORD from the City of David (that is, Zion).

3 All the men of Israel assembled before the king during the festival in the seventh
month.

4When all Israel’s elders had arrived, the Levites lifted the ark.
5The priests and Levites carried the ark, the tent where God appeared to his people,

and all the holy items in the tent.
6NowKingSolomonandall the Israeliteswhohadassembledwithhimwentonahead

of the ark and sacrificedmore sheep and cattle than could be counted or numbered.
7 The priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its assigned place in the

inner sanctuary of the temple, in themost holy place under the wings of the cherubs.
8 The cherubs’ wings extended over the place where the ark sat; the cherubs over-

shadowed the ark and its poles.
9 The poles were so long their ends extending out from the ark were visible from in

front of the inner sanctuary, but they could not be seen from beyond that point. They
have remained there to this very day.

10 There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets Moses had placed there in
Horeb. (It was there that the LORD made an agreement with the Israelites after he
brought them out of the land of Egypt.)

11 The priests left the holy place. All the priests who participated had consecrated
themselves, nomatter which division they represented.
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12All the Levites who were musicians, including Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their
sons and relatives, wore linen. They played cymbals and stringed instruments as they
stood east of the altar. They were accompanied by 120 priests who blew trumpets.

13 The trumpeters and musicians played together, praising and giving thanks to the
LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and other instruments, they loudly praised
the LORD, singing: “Certainly he is good; certainly his loyal love endures!” Then a cloud
filled the LORD’s temple.

14Thepriests couldnot carryout theirdutiesbecauseof thecloud; theLORD’s splendor
filled God’s temple.

6
1Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he lives in thick darkness.
2O LORD, I|strong="H0589" have built a lofty temple for you, a place where you can

live permanently.”
3 Then the king turned around and pronounced a blessing over the whole Israelite

assembly as they stood there.
4He said, “The LORD God of Israel is worthy of praise because he has fulfilledwhat he

promisedmy father David.
5He told David, ‘Since the day I broughtmy people out of the land of Egypt, I have not

chosen a city from all the tribes of Israel to build a temple in which to live. Nor did I
choose aman as leader of my people Israel.

6But now I have chosen Jerusalem as a place to live, and I have chosen David to lead
my people Israel.’

7Nowmy father David had a strong desire to build a temple to honor the LORD God of
Israel.

8 The LORD told my father David, ‘It is right for you to have a strong desire to build a
temple to honorme.

9 But you will not build the temple; your very own son will build the temple for my
honor.’

10The LORD has kept the promise he made. I have taken my father David’s place and
have occupied the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised. I have built this temple for
the honor of the LORD God of Israel

11and set up in it a place for the ark containing the covenant the LORDmadewith the
Israelites.”

12He stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the entire assembly of Israel and
spread out his hands.

13 Solomon had made a bronze platform and had placed it in the middle of the
enclosure. It was seven and one-half feet long, seven and one-half feet wide, and four
and one-half feet high. He stood on it and then got down on his knees in front of the
entire assembly of Israel. He spread out his hands toward the sky,

14 and prayed: “O LORD God of Israel, there is no god like you in heaven or on earth!
Youmaintain covenantal loyalty to your servants who obey you with sincerity.

15You have kept your word to your servant, my father David; this very day you have
fulfilled what you promised.

16Now, O LORD God of Israel, keep the promise you made to your servant, my father
David, when you said, ‘You will never fail to have a successor ruling before me on the
throne of Israel, provided that your descendants watch their step and obey my law as
you have done.’

17Now, O LORD God of Israel, may the promise you made to your servant David be
realized.



2 Chronicles 6:18 520 2 Chronicles 6:37

18 “God does not really live with humankind on the earth! Look, if the sky and the
highest heaven cannot contain you, howmuch less this temple I have built!

19But respond favorably to your servant’s prayer and his request for help, O LORDmy
God. Answer the desperate prayer your servant is presenting to you.

20Night and daymay you watch over this temple, the place where you promised you
would live. May you answer your servant’s prayer for this place.

21Respond to the requests of your servant and your people Israel for this place. Hear
from your heavenly dwelling place and respond favorably and forgive.

22 “When someone is accused of sinning against his neighbor and the latter pro-
nounces a curse on the alleged offender before your altar in this temple,

23 listen fromheaven andmake a just decision about your servants’ claims. Condemn
the guilty party, declare the other innocent, and give both of themwhat they deserve.

24 “If your people Israel are defeated by an enemy because they sinned against you,
then if they come back to you, renew their allegiance to you, and pray for your help
before you in this temple,

25 then listen from heaven, forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring them back
to the land you gave to them and their ancestors.

26“The timewill comewhen theskiesare shutup tightlyandnorain fallsbecauseyour
people sinned against you. When they direct their prayers toward this place, renew
their allegiance to you, and turn away from their sin because you punish them,

27 then listen from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel.
Certainly youwill then teach them the right way to live and send rain on your land that
you have given your people to possess.

28 “The time will come when the land suffers from a famine, a plague, blight, and
disease, or a locust invasion, or when their enemy lays siege to the cities of the land,
or when some other type of plague or epidemic occurs.

29 When all your people Israel pray and ask for help, as they acknowledge their
intense pain and spread out their hands toward this temple,

30 then listen from your heavenly dwelling place, forgive their sin, and act favorably
toward each one based on your evaluation of their motives. (Indeed you are the only
one who can correctly evaluate themotives of all people.)

31Then they will honor you by obeying you throughout their lifetimes as they live on
the land you gave to our ancestors.

32 “Foreigners, who do not belong to your people Israel, will come from a distant land
because of your great reputation and your ability to accomplishmighty deeds; theywill
come and direct their prayers toward this temple.

33 Then listen from your heavenly dwelling place and answer all the prayers of the
foreigners. Then all the nations of the earth will acknowledge your reputation, obey
you like your people Israel do, and recognize that this temple I built belongs to you.

34 “Whenyoudirect your people tomarch out andfight their enemies, and they direct
their prayers to you toward this chosen city and this temple I built for your honor,

35 then listen from heaven to their prayers for help and vindicate them.
36 “The timewill comewhen your people will sin against you (for there is no onewho

is sinless!) and you will be angry at them and deliver them over to their enemies, who
will take them as prisoners to their land, whether far away or close by.

37When your people come to their senses in the land where they are held prisoner,
they will repent and beg for your mercy in the land of their imprisonment, admitting,
‘We have sinned and gone astray , we have done evil!’
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38When they return to you with all their heart and being in the land where they are
held prisoner and direct their prayers toward the land you gave to their ancestors, your
chosen city, and the temple I built for your honor,

39 then listen from your heavenly dwelling place to their prayers for help, vindicate
them, and forgive your sinful people.

40 “Now, my God, may you be attentive and responsive to the prayers offered in this
place.

41Now ascend, O LORD God, to your resting place, you and the ark of your strength!
May your priests, O LORD God, experience your deliverance! May your loyal followers
rejoice in the prosperity you give!

42O LORD God, do not reject your chosen ones! Remember the faithful promises you
made to your servant David!”

7
1When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the

burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the LORD’s splendor filled the temple.
2Thepriestswereunable toenter theLORD’s templebecause theLORD’s splendorfilled

the LORD’s temple.
3When all the Israelites saw the fire come down and the LORD’s splendor over the

temple, they got on their knees with their faces downward toward the pavement. They
worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “Certainly he is good; certainly his loyal
love endures!”

4The king and all the people were presenting sacrifices to the LORD.
5King Solomon sacrificed 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep. Then the king and all the

people dedicated God’s temple.
6The priests stood in their assigned spots, alongwith the Leviteswhohad themusical

instruments used for praising the LORD. (These were the ones King David made for
giving thanks to theLORDandwhichwereusedbyDavidwhenheofferedpraise, saying,
“Certainly his loyal love endures.”) Opposite the Levites, the priests were blowing the
trumpets, while all Israel stood there.

7 Solomon consecrated the middle of the courtyard that is in front of the LORD’s
temple. He offeredburnt sacrifices, grain offerings, and the fat from the peace offerings
there, because the bronze altar that Solomon had made was too small to hold all these
offerings.

8At that timeSolomonandall Israelwithhimcelebrateda festival for sevendays. This
great assembly included people from Lebo Hamath in the north to the Brook of Egypt
in the south.

9On the eighth day they held an assembly, for they had dedicated the altar for seven
days and celebrated the festival for sevenmore days.

10On the twenty-thirddayof the seventhmonth, Solomon sent thepeoplehome. They
left happy and contented because of the good the LORD had done for David, Solomon,
and his people Israel.

The Lord Gives Solomon a Promise and aWarning
11 After Solomon finished building the LORD’s temple and the royal palace, and

accomplished all his plans for the LORD’s temple and his royal palace,
12 the LORD appeared to Solomon at night and said to him: “I have answered your

prayer and chosen this place to bemy temple where sacrifices are to bemade.
13When I close up the sky so that it doesn’t rain, or command locusts to devour the

land’s vegetation, or send a plague amongmy people,
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14 if my people, who belong to me, humble themselves, pray, seek to please me, and
repudiate their sinful practices, then I will respond from heaven, forgive their sin, and
heal their land.

15Now I will be attentive and responsive to the prayers offered in this place.
16Now I have chosen and consecrated this temple bymaking it my permanent home;

I will be constantly present there.
17Youmust serveme as your father David did. Do everything I commanded and obey

my rules and regulations.
18 Then I will establish your dynasty, just as I promised your father David, ‘You will

not fail to have a successor ruling over Israel.’
19 “But if you people ever turn away fromme, fail to obey the regulations and rules I

instructed you to keep, and decide to serve and worship other gods,
20 then I will remove you from my land I have given you, I will abandon this temple

I have consecrated with my presence, and I will make you an object of mockery and
ridicule among all the nations.

21 As for this temple, which was once majestic, everyone who passes by it will be
shocked and say, ‘Why did the LORD do this to this land and this temple?’

22Otherswill then answer, ‘Because they abandoned the LORD God of their ancestors,
who led them out of Egypt. They embraced other gods whom they worshiped and
served. That is why he brought all this disaster down on them.’ ”

8
1 After twenty years, during which Solomon built the LORD’s temple and his royal

palace,
2 Solomon rebuilt the cities that Huram had given him and settled Israelites there.
3 Solomonwent to Hamath Zobah and seized it.
4 He built up Tadmor in the wilderness and all the storage cities he had built in

Hamath.
5 He made upper Beth Horon and lower Beth Horon fortified cities with walls and

barred gates,
6 and built up Baalath, all the storage cities that belonged to him, and all the cities

where chariots and horses were kept. He built whatever he wanted in Jerusalem,
Lebanon, and throughout his entire kingdom.

7Now several non-Israelite peoples were left in the land after the conquest of Joshua,
including the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.

8 Their descendants remained in the land (the Israelites were unable to wipe them
out). Solomon conscripted them for his work crews and they continue in that role to
this very day.

9 Solomon did not assign Israelites to these work crews; the Israelites served as his
soldiers, officers, charioteers, and commanders of his chariot forces.

10 These men worked for Solomon as supervisors; there were a total of 250 of them
whowere in charge of the people.

11Solomonmoved Pharaoh’s daughter up from the City of David to the palace he had
built for her, for he said, “Mywifemust not live in the palace of King David of Israel, for
the places where the ark of the LORD has entered are holy.”

12 Then Solomon offered burnt sacrifices to the LORD on the altar of the LORD which
he had built in front of the temple’s porch.

13He observed the daily requirements for sacrifices thatMoses had specified for Sab-
baths, newmoon festivals, and the three annual celebrations – the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, the Feast ofWeeks, and the Feast of Temporary Shelters.
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14As his father David had decreed, Solomon appointed the divisions of the priests to
do their assigned tasks, the Levitical orders to lead worship and help the priests with
their daily tasks, and the divisions of the gatekeepers to serve at their assigned gates.
This was what David theman of God had ordered.

15Theydidnot neglect anydetail of the king’s orders pertaining to the priests, Levites,
and treasuries.

16All the work ordered by Solomon was completed, from the day the foundation of
the LORD’s temple was laid until it was finished; the LORD’s temple was completed.

17Then Solomonwent to Ezion Geber and to Elat on the coast in the land of Edom.
18Huram sent him ships and some of his sailors, menwhowerewell acquaintedwith

the sea. They sailed with Solomon’s men to Ophir, and took from there 450 talents of
gold, which they brought back to King Solomon.

9
1When the queen of Sheba heard about Solomon, she came to challenge him with

difficult questions. Shearrived in Jerusalemwithagreat displayof pomp, bringingwith
her camels carrying spices, a very large quantity of gold, andprecious gems. She visited
Solomon and discussed with him everything that was on hermind.

2Solomonansweredallherquestions; therewasnoquestion toocomplex for theking.
3When the queen of Sheba saw for herself Solomon’s extensive wisdom, the palace

he had built,
4 the food in his banquet hall, his servants and attendants in their robes, his

cupbearers in their robes, and his burnt sacrifices which he presented in the LORD’s
temple, she was amazed.

5She said to the king, “The report I heard inmy own country about yourwise sayings
and insight was true!

6 I did not believe these things until I came and saw themwith my own eyes. Indeed,
I didn’t hear even half the story! Your wisdom surpasses what was reported to me.

7Your attendants, who stand before you at all times and hear your wise sayings, are
truly happy!

8 May the LORD|strong="H3069" your God be praised because he favored you by
placing you on his throne as the one ruling on his behalf! Because of your God’s love for
Israel and his lasting commitment to them, he made you king over them so you could
make just and right decisions.”

9She gave the king 120 talents of gold and a very large quantity of spices and precious
gems. The quantity of spices the queen of Sheba gave King Solomon has never been
matched.

10 (Huram’s servants, aided by Solomon’s servants, brought gold from Ophir, as well
as fine timber and precious gems.

11With the timber the kingmade steps for the LORD’s temple and royal palace as well
as stringed instruments for the musicians. No one had seen anything like them in the
land of Judah prior to that. )

12King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba everything she requested, more than what
she had brought him. Then she left and returned to her homelandwith her attendants.

Solomon’sWealth
13 Solomon received 666 talents of gold per year,
14 besides what he collected from the merchants and traders. All the Arabian kings

and the governors of the land also brought gold and silver to Solomon.
15King Solomonmade twohundred large shields of hammered gold; 600measures of

hammered gold were used for each shield.
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16He alsomade three hundred small shields of hammered gold; 300measures of gold
were used for each of those shields. The king placed them in the Palace of the Lebanon
Forest.

17The kingmade a large throne decorated with ivory and overlaid it with pure gold.
18There were six steps leading up to the throne, and a gold footstool was attached to

the throne. The throne had two armrests with a statue of a lion standing on each side.
19Therewere twelve statues of lions on the six steps, one lion at each end of each step.

There was nothing like it in any other kingdom.
20All of King Solomon’s cups were made of gold, and all the household items in the

Palace of the Lebanon Forest were made of pure gold. There were no silver items, for
silver was not considered very valuable in Solomon’s time.

21Thekinghadafleet of largemerchant shipsmannedbyHuram’smen that sailed the
sea. Once every three years the fleet came into port with cargoes of gold, silver, ivory,
apes, and peacocks.

22King Solomonwas wealthier and wiser than any of the kings of the earth.
23All the kings of the earth wanted to visit Solomon to see him display his God-given

wisdom.
24Year after year visitors brought their gifts, which included items of silver, items of

gold, clothes, perfume, spices, horses, andmules.
25 Solomon had 4,000 stalls for his chariot horses and 12,000 horses. He kept them in

assigned cities and in Jerusalem.
26He ruled all the kingdoms from the Euphrates River to the land of the Philistines as

far as the border of Egypt.
27 The king made silver as plentiful in Jerusalem as stones; cedar was as plentiful as

sycamore fig trees are in the lowlands .
28 Solomon acquired horses from Egypt and from all the lands.

Solomon’s Reign Ends
29 The rest of the events of Solomon’s reign, from start to finish, are recorded in the

Annals of Nathan the Prophet, the Prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and the Vision of
Iddo the Seer pertaining to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

30 Solomon ruled over all Israel from Jerusalem for forty years.
31Then Solomon passed away and was buried in the city of his father David. His son

Rehoboam replaced him as king.

10
1 Rehoboam traveled to Shechem, for all Israel had gathered in Shechem to make

Rehoboam king.
2When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard the news, he was still in Egypt, where he had

fled from King Solomon. Jeroboam returned from Egypt.
3They sent for himand Jeroboamand all Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying,
4 “Your father made us work too hard! Now if you lighten the demands he made and

don’t make us work as hard, we will serve you.”
5He said to them, “Go away for three days, then return to me.” So the people went

away.
6 King Rehoboam consulted with the older advisers who had served his father

Solomon when he had been alive. He asked them, “How do you advise me to answer
these people?”

7They said to him, “If you are fair to these people, grant their request, and are cordial
to them, they will be your servants from this time forward.”
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8 But Rehoboam rejected their advice and consulted the young advisers who served
him, with whom he had grown up.

9He asked them, “How do you advise me to respond to these people who said to me,
‘Lessen the demands your father placed on us’?”

10 The young advisers with whom Rehoboam had grown up said to him, “Say this to
these peoplewhohave said to you, ‘Your fathermadeusworkhard, but now lighten our
burden’ – say this to them: ‘I am a lot harsher thanmy father!

11 My father imposed heavy demands on you; I will make them even heavier. My
father punished youwith ordinarywhips; I will punish youwithwhips that really sting
your flesh.’ ”

12 Jeroboamand all the people reported to Rehoboamon the third day, just as the king
had ordered when he said, “Return to me on the third day.”

13The king responded to the people harshly. He rejected the advice of the older men
14 and followed the advice of the younger ones. He said, “My father imposed heavy

demands on you; Iwillmake themevenheavier. My father punished youwith ordinary
whips; I will punish you with whips that really sting your flesh.”

15 The king refused to listen to the people, because God was instigating this turn of
events so thathemightbring topass theprophetic announcementhehadmade through
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

16When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, the people answered the
king, “Wehave no portion inDavid –no share in the son of Jesse! Return to your homes,
O Israel! Now, look after your own dynasty, O David!” So all Israel returned to their
homes.

17 (Rehoboam continued to rule over the Israelites who lived in the cities of Judah.)
18King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, the supervisor of the work crews, out after them,

but the Israelites stonedhim todeath. KingRehoboammanaged to jump intohis chariot
and escape to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the Davidic dynasty to this very day.

11
1WhenRehoboamarrived in Jerusalem, he summoned 180,000 skilledwarriors from

Judah and Benjamin to attack Israel and restore the kingdom to Rehoboam.
2But the LORD|strong="H3069" told Shemaiah the prophet,
3 “Say this to King Rehoboam son of Solomonof Judah and to all the Israelites in Judah

and Benjamin,
4 ‘The LORD says this: “Do not attack and make war with your brothers. Each of you

go home, for I have caused this to happen.” ’” They obeyed the LORD and called off the
attack against Jeroboam.

Rehoboam’s Reign
5Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem; he built up these fortified cities throughout Judah:
6Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa,
7Beth Zur, Soco, Adullam,
8Gath, Mareshah, Ziph,
9Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,
10Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron. These were the fortified cities in Judah and Benjamin.
11He fortified these cities and placed officers in them, as well as storehouses of food,

olive oil, and wine.
12 In each city there were shields and spears; he strongly fortified them. Judah and

Benjamin belonged to him.
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13 The priests and Levites who lived throughout Israel supported him, no matter
where they resided.

14 The Levites even left their pasturelands and their property behind and came to
Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons prohibited them from serving as the
LORD’s priests.

15 Jeroboam appointed his own priests to serve at the worship centers and to lead in
the worship of the goat idols and calf idols he hadmade.

16Those among all the Israelite tribeswhowere determined toworship the LORDGod
of Israel followed them to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD God of their ancestors.

17They supported the kingdomof Judah andwere loyal to Rehoboam son of Solomon
for three years; they followed the edicts of David and Solomon for three years.

18RehoboammarriedMahalath the daughter of David’s son Jerimoth and of Abihail,
the daughter of Jesse’s son Eliab.

19 She bore him sons named Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham.
20He later married Maacah the daughter of Absalom. She bore to him Abijah, Attai,

Ziza, and Shelomith.
21 Rehoboam loved Maacah daughter of Absalom more than his other wives and

concubines. Hehadeighteenwivesandsixty concubines; he fathered twenty-eight sons
and sixty daughters.

22Rehoboam appointed Abijah son of Maacah as the leader over his brothers, for he
intended to name him his successor.

23 He wisely placed some of his many sons throughout the regions of Judah and
Benjamin in the various fortified cities. He supplied them with abundant provisions
and acquiredmanywives for them.

12
1After Rehoboam’s rule was established and solidified, he and all Israel rejected the

law of the LORD.
2 Because they were unfaithful to the LORD, in King Rehoboam’s fifth year, King

Shishak of Egypt attacked Jerusalem.
3He had 1,200 chariots, 60,000 horsemen, and an innumerable number of soldiers

who accompanied him from Egypt, including Libyans, Sukkites, and Cushites.
4He captured the fortified cities of Judah andmarched against Jerusalem.
5 Shemaiah the prophet visited Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah who were

assembled in Jerusalem because of Shishak. He said to them, “This is what the LORD
says: ‘You have rejectedme, so I have rejected you andwill hand you over to Shishak.’ ”

6The leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, “The LORD is just.”
7 When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, he gave this message to

Shemaiah: “They have humbled themselves, so I will not destroy them. I will deliver
them soon. My anger will not be unleashed against Jerusalem through Shishak.

8 Yet they will become his subjects, so they can experience how serving me differs
from serving the surrounding nations.”

9King Shishak of Egypt attacked Jerusalem and took away the treasures of the LORD’s
temple and of the royal palace; he took everything, including the gold shields that
Solomon hadmade.

10 King Rehoboam made bronze shields to replace them and assigned them to the
officers of the royal guard who protected the entrance to the royal palace.

11Whenever the king visited the LORD’s temple, the royal guards carried them and
then brought them back to the guardroom.

12SowhenRehoboamhumbledhimself, the LORD relented fromhis anger anddidnot
annihilate him; Judah experienced some good things.
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13KingRehoboamsolidifiedhis rule in Jerusalem; hewas forty-oneyears oldwhenhe
becamekingandheruled for seventeenyears in Jerusalem, thecity theLORDchose from
all the tribes of Israel to be his home. Rehoboam’s mother was an Ammonite named
Naamah.

14He did evil because he was not determined to follow the LORD.
15The events of Rehoboam’s reign, from start to finish, are recorded in the Annals of

Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer that include genealogical records.
16 Then Rehoboam passed away and was buried in the City of David. His son Abijah

replaced him as king.

13
1 In theeighteenthyearof the reignofKing Jeroboam,Abijahbecamekingover Judah.
2He ruled for three years in Jerusalem. His mother was Michaiah, the daughter of

Uriel from Gibeah.
There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam.
3 Abijah launched the attack with 400,000 well-trained warriors, while Jeroboam

deployed against him 800,000 well-trained warriors.
4Abijah ascendedMount Zemaraim, in the Ephraimite hill country, and said: “Listen

to me, Jeroboam and all Israel!
5Don’t you realize that the LORDGod of Israel has givenDavid and his dynasty lasting

dominion over Israel by a formal agreement?
6 Jeroboam son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon son of David, rose up and rebelled

against his master.
7 Lawless good-for-nothing men gathered around him and conspired against Re-

hoboam son of Solomon, when Rehoboamwas an inexperienced youngman and could
not resist them.

8 Now you are declaring that you will resist the LORD’s rule through the Davidic
dynasty. You have a huge army, and bringwith you the gold calves that Jeroboammade
for you as gods.

9 But you banished the LORD’s priests, Aaron’s descendants, and the Levites, and
appointed your own priests just as the surrounding nations do! Anyone who comes to
consecrate himselfwith a young bull or seven rams becomes a priest of these fake gods!

10 But as for us, the LORD is our God and we have not rejected him. Aaron’s
descendants serve as the LORD’s priests and the Levites assist themwith the work.

11 They offer burnt sacrifices to the LORD every morning and every evening, along
with fragrant incense. They arrange the Bread of the Presence on a ritually clean table
and light the lamps on the gold lampstand every evening. Certainly we are observing
the LORD our God’s regulations, but you have rejected him.

12Now look, God is with us as our leader. His priests are ready to blow the trumpets
to signal the attack against you. You Israelites, don’t fight against the LORD God of your
ancestors, for you will not win!”

13Now Jeroboam had sent somemen to ambush the Judahite army from behind. The
main armywas in front of the Judahite army; the ambushers were behind it.

14 The men of Judah turned around and realized they were being attacked from the
front and the rear. So they cried out for help to the LORD. The priests blew their
trumpets,

15and themenof Judahgave thebattle cry. As themenof Judahgave thebattle cry, the
LORD struck|strong="H5062" down Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.

16The Israelites fled frombefore the Judahite army, andGod handed themover to the
men of Judah.
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17Abijah and his army thoroughly defeated them; 500,000 well-trained Israelite men
fell dead.

18 That day the Israelites were defeated; the men of Judah prevailed because they
relied on the LORD God of their ancestors.

19Abijah chased Jeroboam; he seized from him these cities: Bethel and its surround-
ing towns, Jeshanahand its surrounding towns, andEphronand its surrounding towns.

20 Jeroboam did not regain power during the reign of Abijah. The LORD struck him
down and he died.

21 Abijah’s power grew; he had fourteen wives and fathered twenty-two sons and
sixteen daughters.

22 The rest of the events of Abijah’s reign, including his deeds and sayings, are
recorded in the writings of the prophet Iddo.

14
1Abijah passed away and was buried in the City of David. His son Asa replaced him

as king. During his reign the land had rest for ten years.

Asa’s Religious andMilitary Accomplishments
2Asa did what the LORD his God desired and approved.
3He removed the pagan altars and the high places, smashed the sacred pillars, and

cut down the Asherah poles.
4He ordered Judah to seek the LORDGod of their ancestors and to observe his law and

commands.
5He removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah. The

kingdom had rest under his rule.
6He built fortified cities throughout Judah, for the land was at rest and there was no

war during those years; the LORD gave him peace.
7He said to the people of Judah: “Let’s build these cities and fortify them with walls,

towers, and barred gates. The land remains ours because we have followed the LORD
our God and he hasmade us secure on all sides.” So they built the cities and prospered.

8Asahadanarmyof 300,000men fromJudah, equippedwith large shields and spears.
He also had 280,000 men from Benjamin who carried small shields and were adept
archers; they were all skilled warriors.

9 Zerah the Cushite marched against them with an army of 1,000,000 men and 300
chariots. He arrived at Mareshah,

10andAsawentout toopposehim. Theydeployed forbattle in theValleyofZephathah
near Mareshah.

11Asa prayed to the LORD his God: “O LORD, there is no one but you who can help the
weak when they are vastly outnumbered. Help us, O LORD our God, for we rely on you
andhavemarchedonyourbehalf against this huge army. OLORDourGod, don’t letmen
prevail against you!”

12 The LORD|strong="H3069" struck down the Cushites before Asa and Judah. The
Cushites fled,

13 and Asa and his army chased them as far as Gerar. The Cushites were wiped out;
theywere shattered before the LORD and his army. Themen of Judah carried off a huge
amount of plunder.

14 They defeated all the cities surrounding Gerar, for the LORD caused them to panic.
Themen of Judah looted all the cities, for they contained a huge amount of goods.

15Theyalsoattacked the tents of theherdsmen inchargeof the livestock. They carried
offmany sheep and camels and then returned to Jerusalem.
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15
1God’s Spirit came upon Azariah son of Oded.
2Hemet Asa and told him, “Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin! The LORD

iswith youwhen you are loyal to him. If you seek him, hewill respond to you, but if you
reject him, he will reject you.

3For a long time Israel had no true God, or priest to instruct them, or law.
4 Because of their distress, they turned back to the LORD God of Israel. They sought

him and he responded to them.
5 In those days no one could travel safely, for total chaos had overtaken all the people

of the surrounding lands.
6One nationwas crushed by another, and one city by another, for God caused them to

be in great turmoil.
7But as for you, be strong anddon’t get discouraged, for yourworkwill be rewarded.”
8 When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he was

encouraged. He removed the detestable idols from the entire land of Judah and
Benjamin and from the cities he had seized in the Ephraimite hill country. He repaired
the altar of the LORD in front of the porch of the LORD’s temple.

9 He assembled all Judah and Benjamin, as well as the settlers from Ephraim,
Manasseh, and Simeon who had come to live with them. Many people from Israel had
come there to live when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.

10They assembled in Jerusalem in the thirdmonth of the fifteenth year of Asa’s reign.
11At that time they sacrificed to the LORD some of the plunder they had brought back,

including 700 head of cattle and 7,000 sheep.
12Theysolemnlyagreed to seek theLORDGodof theirancestorswith theirwholeheart

and being.
13 Anyone who would not seek the LORD|strong="H3069" God of Israel would be

executed, whether they were young or old, male or female.
14 They swore their allegiance to the LORD, shouting their approval loudly and

sounding trumpets and horns.
15All Judah was happy about the oath, because they made the vow with their whole

heart. Theywillingly sought the LORD and he responded to them. Hemade them secure
on every side.

16KingAsaalso removedMaacahhisgrandmother fromherpositionasqueenmother
because she had made a loathsome Asherah pole. Asa cut down her Asherah pole and
crushed and burned it in the Kidron Valley.

17 The high places were not eliminated from Israel, yet Asa was wholeheartedly
devoted to the LORD throughout|strong="H3605" his lifetime.

18 He brought the holy items that his father and he had made into God’s temple,
including the silver, gold, and other articles.

Asa’s Failures
19There was nomore war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign.

16
1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign, King Baasha of Israel attacked Judah, and he

establishedRamahas amilitary outpost to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the
land of King Asa of Judah.

2Asa took all the silver and gold that was left in the treasuries of the LORD’s temple
and of the royal palace and sent it to King BenHadad of Syria, ruler in Damascus, along
with this message:
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3 “I want tomake a treatywith you, like the one our fathersmade. See, I have sent you
silver and gold. Break your treatywith King Baasha of Israel, so hewill retreat frommy
land.”

4 Ben Hadad accepted King Asa’s offer and ordered his army commanders to attack
the cities of Israel. They conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and all the storage cities of
Naphtali.

5 When Baasha heard the news, he stopped fortifying Ramah and abandoned the
project.

6KingAsaorderedall themenof Judah to carryaway the stonesandwood thatBaasha
had used to build Ramah. He used thematerials to build up Geba andMizpah.

7At that timeHanani the prophet visited King Asa of Judah and said to him: “Because
you relied on the king of Syria and did not rely on the LORD|strong="H3069" your God,
the army of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand.

8Did not the Cushites and Libyans have a huge army with chariots and a very large
number of horsemen? But when you relied on the LORD, he handed them over to you!

9 Certainly the LORD watches the whole earth carefully and is ready to strengthen
those who are devoted to him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on
youwill have war.

10Asa was so angry at the prophet, he put him in jail. Asa also oppressed some of the
people at that time.

Asa’s Reign Ends
11The events of Asa’s reign, from start to finish, are recorded in the Scroll of the Kings

of Judah and Israel.
12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa developed a foot disease. Though his

disease was severe, he did not seek the LORD, but only the doctors.
13Asa passed away in the forty-first year of his reign.
14He was buried in the tomb he had carved out in the City of David. They laid him

to rest on a bier covered with spices and assorted mixtures of ointments. They made a
huge bonfire to honor him.

17
1His son Jehoshaphat replaced him as king and solidified his rule over Israel.
2Heplaced troops in all of Judah’s fortified cities andposted garrisons throughout the

land of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim that his father Asa had seized.
3 The LORD was with Jehoshaphat because he followed in his ancestor David’s

footsteps at the beginning of his reign. He did not seek the Baals,
4 but instead sought the God of his ancestors and obeyed his commands, unlike the

Israelites.
5 The LORD made his kingdom secure; all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and

he became very wealthy and greatly respected.
6 He was committed to following the LORD; he even removed the high places and

Asherah poles from Judah.
7 In the third year of his reign he sent his officials Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah,

Nethanel, andMicaiah to teach in the cities of Judah.
8 They were accompanied by the Levites Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel,

Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tob-Adonijah, and by the priests
Elishama and Jehoram.

9 They taught throughout Judah, taking with them the scroll of the law of the LORD.
They traveled to all the cities of Judah and taught the people.
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10The LORD put fear into all the kingdoms surrounding Judah; they did notmakewar
with Jehoshaphat.

11 Some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat tribute, including a load of silver. The
Arabs brought him 7,700 rams and 7,700 goats from their flocks.

12 Jehoshaphat’spowerkept increasing. Hebuilt fortressesandstoragecities through-
out Judah.

13He hadmany supplies stored in the cities of Judah and an army of skilled warriors
stationed in Jerusalem.

14These were their divisions by families:
There were a thousand officers from Judah. Adnah the commander led 300,000

skilled warriors,
15 Jehochanan the commander led 280,000,
16 and Amasiah son of Zikri, who volunteered to serve the LORD, led 200,000 skilled

warriors.
17FromBenjamin, Eliada, a skilledwarrior, led 200,000menwhowere equippedwith

bows and shields,
18and Jehozabad led 180,000 trained warriors.
19 These were the ones who served the king, besides those whom the king placed in

the fortified cities throughout Judah.

18
1 Jehoshaphat was very wealthy and greatly respected. He made an alliance by

marriage with Ahab,
2andafter several yearswent down to visit Ahab in Samaria. Ahab slaughteredmany

sheep and cattle to honor Jehoshaphat and those who came with him. He persuaded
him to join in an attack against Ramoth Gilead.

3 King Ahab of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to attack Ramoth
Gilead?” Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel, “I will support you; my army is at
your disposal and will support you in battle.”

4Then Jehoshaphat added, “First seek an oracle from the LORD.”
5 So the king of Israel assembled 400 prophets and asked them, “Should we attack

Ramoth Gilead or not?” They said, “Attack! God will hand it over to the king.”
6But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not a prophet of the LORD still here, thatwemayask

him?”
7 The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man through whom

we can seek the LORD’s|strong="H3069" will. But I despise him because he does not
prophesy prosperity for me, but always disaster. His name is Micaiah son of Imlah.
Jehoshaphat said, “The king should not say such things!”

8 The king of Israel summoned an officer and said, “Quickly bring Micaiah son of
Imlah.”

9Nowthekingof Israel andKing Jehoshaphatof Judahwere sittingon their respective
thrones, dressed in their royal robes, at the threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of
Samaria. All the prophets were prophesying before them.

10 Zedekiah son of Kenaanah made iron horns and said, “This is what the LORD says,
‘With these you will gore Syria until they are destroyed!’ ”

11All the prophets were prophesying the same, saying, “Attack Ramoth Gilead! You
will succeed; the LORD will hand it over to the king!”

12Now themessengerwhowent to summonMicaiah said to him, “Look, the prophets
are in complete agreement that the king will succeed. Your words must agree with
theirs; youmust predict success!”
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13But Micaiah said, “As certainly as the LORD lives, I will say what my God tells me to
say!”

14Micaiah came before the king and the king asked him, “Micaiah, should we attack
Ramoth Gilead or not?” He answered him, “Attack! You will succeed; they will be
handed over to you.”

15 The king said to him, “How many times must I make you solemnly promise in the
name of the LORD to tell me only the truth?”

16Micaiah replied, “I sawall Israel scattered on themountains like sheep that haveno
shepherd. Then the LORD said, ‘They have nomaster. They should go home in peace.’ ”

17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you he does not prophesy
prosperity for me, but disaster?”

18Micaiah said, “That being the case, hear theword of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting
on his throne, with all the heavenly assembly standing on his right and on his left.

19 The LORD said, ‘Who will deceive King Ahab of Israel, so he will attack Ramoth
Gilead and die there?’ One said this and another that.

20 Then a spirit stepped forward and stood before the LORD. He said, ‘I will deceive
him.’ The LORD asked him, ‘How?’

21He replied, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in themouths of all his prophets.’ The
LORD said|strong="H0559", ‘Deceive and overpower him. Go out and do as you have
proposed.’

22 So now, look, the LORD has placed a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets
of yours; but the LORD has decreed disaster for you.”

23 Zedekiah son of Kenaanah approached, hit Micaiah on the jaw, and said, “Which
way did the LORD’s spirit go when he went fromme to speak to you?”

24Micaiah replied, “Look, you will see in the day when you go into an inner room to
hide.”

25Then the king of Israel said, “TakeMicaiah and return him to Amon the city official
and Joash the king’s son.

26Say, ‘This is what the king says: “Put thisman in prison. Give him only a little bread
andwater until I return safely.” ’ ”

27Micaiah said, “If you really do return safely, then the LORD has not spoken through
me!” Then he added, “Take note, all you people.”

28The king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah attacked Ramoth Gilead.
29 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and then enter the

battle; but you wear your royal attire.” So the king of Israel disguised himself and they
entered the battle.

30Now the king of Syria had ordered his chariot commanders, “Do not fight common
soldiers or high ranking officers; fight only the king of Israel!”

31When the chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “Hemust be the king of
Israel!” So they turned and attacked him, but Jehoshaphat cried out. The LORD helped
him; God lured them away from him.

32When the chariot commanders realized he was not the king of Israel, they turned
away from him.

33Nowanarcher shot an arrowat randomand it struck the king of Israel between the
plates of his armor. Theking orderedhis charioteer, “Turnaroundand takeme from the
battle line, for I amwounded.”

34While the battle raged throughout the day, the king stood propped up in his chariot
opposite the Syrians. He died in the evening as the sun was setting.

19
1When King Jehoshaphat of Judah returned home safely to Jerusalem,
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2 the prophet Jehu son of Hanani confronted him; he said to King Jehoshaphat, “Is it
right to help thewicked andbe an ally of thosewho oppose the LORD? Because youhave
done this the LORD is angry with you!

3Nevertheless youhavedone somegood things; you removed theAsherahpoles from
the land and youwere determined to follow the LORD|strong="H0430".”

Jehoshaphat Appoints Judges
4 Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem. He went out among the people from Beer Sheba

to the hill country of Ephraim and encouraged them to follow the LORD God of their
ancestors.

5He appointed judges throughout the land and in each of the fortified cities of Judah.
6He told the judges, “Be careful what you do, for you are not judging for men, but for

the LORD, whowill be with you when youmake judicial decisions.
7Respect the LORD and make careful decisions, for the LORD our God disapproves of

injustice, partiality, and bribery.”
8 In Jerusalem Jehoshaphat appointed some Levites, priests, and Israelite family

leaders to judge on behalf of the LORD|strong="H3069" and to settle disputes among
the residents of Jerusalem.

9 He commanded them: “Carry out your duties with respect for the LORD, with
honesty, and with puremotives.

10Whenever your countrymenwho live in the cities bring a case before you (whether
it involves a violent crime or other matters related to the law, commandments, rules,
and regulations), warn them that they must not sin against the LORD. If you fail to do
so, God will be angry with you and your colleagues; but if you obey, you will be free of
guilt.

11 You will report to Amariah the chief priest in all matters pertaining to the LORD’s
law, and to Zebadiah son of Ishmael, the leader of the family of Judah, in all matters
pertaining to the king. The Levites will serve as officials before you. Confidently carry
out your duties! May the LORD be with those who do well!”

20
1 Later the Moabites and Ammonites, along with some of the Meunites, attacked

Jehoshaphat.
2 Messengers arrived and reported to Jehoshaphat, “A huge army is attacking you

from the other side of the Dead Sea, from the direction of Edom. Look, they are in
Hazezon Tamar (that is, En Gedi).”

3 Jehoshaphat was afraid, so he decided to seek the LORD’s advice. He decreed that all
Judah should observe a fast.

4 The people of Judah assembled to ask for the LORD’s help; they came from all the
cities of Judah to ask for the LORD’s help.

5 Jehoshaphat stoodbefore the assembly of Judah and Jerusalemat the LORD’s temple,
in front of the new courtyard.

6He prayed: “O LORD God of our ancestors, you are the God who lives in heaven and
rules over all the kingdoms of the nations. You possess strength and power; no one can
stand against you.

7Our God, you drove out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and
gave it as a permanent possession to the descendants of your friend Abraham.

8They settled down in it and built in it a temple to honor you, saying,
9 ‘If disaster comes on us in the form of military attack, judgment, plague, or famine,

we will stand in front of this temple before you, for you are present in this temple. We
will cry out to you for help in our distress, so that you will hear and deliver us.’
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10Now theAmmonites,Moabites, andmen fromMount Seir are coming! When Israel
came from the land of Egypt, you did not allow them to invade these lands. They
bypassed them and did not destroy them.

11Lookhowtheyare repayingus! Theycome todriveusout of ourallotted landwhich
you assigned to us!

12OurGod,will younot judge them? Forwearepowerless against this huge army that
attacks us! We don’t knowwhat we should do; we look to you for help.”

13All themenof Judahwere standingbefore theLORD, alongwith their infants,wives,
and children.

14 Then in the midst of the assembly, the LORD’s Spirit came upon Jachaziel son of
Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of
Asaph.

15He said: “Pay attention, all you people of Judah, residents of Jerusalem, and King
Jehoshaphat! This iswhat theLORD says to you: ‘Don’t be afraid anddon’t panic because
of this huge army! For the battle is not yours, but God’s.

16 Tomorrow march down against them as they come up the Ascent of Ziz. You will
find them at the end of the ravine in front of the Desert of Jeruel.

17 You will not fight in this battle. Take your positions, stand, and watch the LORD
deliver you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Don’t be afraid and don’t panic! Tomorrowmarch
out toward them; the LORD is with you!’ ”

18 Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face toward the ground, and all the people of
Judah and the residents of Jerusalem fell down before the LORD andworshiped him.

19 Then some Levites, from the Kohathites and Korahites, got up and loudly praised
the LORD God of Israel.

20Early the next morning they marched out to the Desert of Tekoa. When they were
ready tomarch, Jehoshaphat stood up and said: “Listen tome, you people of Judah and
residents of Jerusalem! Trust in the LORD your God and you will be safe! Trust in the
message of his prophets and youwill win.”

21Hemetwith thepeople andappointedmusicians to playbefore theLORDandpraise
his majestic splendor. As they marched ahead of the warriors they said: “Give thanks
to the LORD, for his loyal love endures.”

22When they began to shout and praise, the LORD suddenly attacked the Ammonites,
Moabites, andmen fromMount Seirwhowere invading Judah, and theywere defeated.

23 The Ammonites and Moabites attacked the men from Mount Seir and annihilated
them. When they had finished off the men of Seir, they attacked and destroyed one
another.

24When themen of Judah arrived at the observation post overlooking the desert and
looked at the huge army, they saw dead bodies on the ground; therewere no survivors!

25 Jehoshaphat and hismenwent to gather the plunder; they found a huge amount of
supplies, clothing and valuable items. They carried away everything they could. There
was somuch plunder, it took them three days to haul it off.

26On the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah,where they praised the
LORD. So that place is called the Valley of Berachah to this very day.

27 Then all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned joyfully to Jerusalem with
Jehoshaphat leading them; the LORD|strong="H3069" had given them reason to rejoice
over their enemies.

28 They entered Jerusalem to the sound of stringed instruments and trumpets and
proceeded to the temple of the LORD.

29All the kingdomsof the surrounding landswere afraid ofGodwhen theyheardhow
the LORD had fought against Israel’s enemies.

30 Jehoshaphat’s kingdom enjoyed peace; his Godmade him secure on every side.
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Jehoshaphat’s Reign Ends
31 Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was thirty-five years old when he became

king and he reigned for twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother was Azubah, the
daughter of Shilhi.

32 He followed in his father Asa’s footsteps and was careful to do what the LORD
approved.

33However, the high places were not eliminated; the people were still not devoted to
the God of their ancestors.

34 The rest of the events of Jehoshaphat’s reign, from start to finish, are recorded in
the Annals of Jehu son of Hanani which are included in Scroll of the Kings of Israel.

35Later King Jehoshaphat of Judahmade an alliancewithKingAhaziah of Israel, who
did evil.

36 They agreed to make large seagoing merchant ships; they built the ships in Ezion
Geber.

37Eliezer sonofDodavahu fromMareshahprophesiedagainst Jehoshaphat, “Because
you made an alliance with Ahaziah, the LORD will shatter what you have made.” The
ships were wrecked and unable to go to sea.

21
1 Jehoshaphat passed awayandwasburiedwithhis ancestors in the City ofDavid. His

son Jehoram replaced him as king.

Jehoram’s Reign
2 His brothers, Jehoshaphat’s sons, were Azariah, Jechiel, Zechariah, Azariahu,

Michael, and Shephatiah. All of these were sons of King Jehoshaphat of Israel.
3 Their father gave them many presents, including silver, gold, and other precious

items, alongwith fortified cities in Judah. But he gave the kingdom to Jehoram because
he was the firstborn.

4 Jehoram took control of his father’s kingdom and became powerful. Then he killed
all his brothers, as well as some of the officials of Israel.

5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king and he reigned for eight
years in Jerusalem.

6He followed in the footsteps of the kings of Israel, just as Ahab’s dynasty had done,
for hemarried Ahab’s daughter. He did evil in the sight of the LORD.

7 But the LORD was unwilling to destroy David’s dynasty because of the promise he
hadmade to give David a perpetual dynasty.

8During Jehoram’s reignEdomfreed themselves fromJudah’s control and setup their
own king.

9 Jehoram crossed over to Zair with his officers and all his chariots. The Edomites,
who had surrounded him, attacked at night and defeated him and his chariot officers.

10 So Edom has remained free from Judah’s control to this very day. At that same
time Libnah also rebelled and freed themselves from Judah’s control because Jehoram
rejected the LORD God of his ancestors.

11 He also built high places on the hills of Judah; he encouraged the residents of
Jerusalem to be unfaithful to the LORD and led Judah|strong="H3063" away from the
LORD.

12 Jehoram received this letter from Elijah the prophet: “This is what the LORD God
of your ancestor David says: ‘You have not followed in the footsteps of your father
Jehoshaphat and of King Asa of Judah,

13but have instead followed in the footsteps of the kings of Israel. You encouraged the
people of Judah and the residents of Jerusalem to be unfaithful to the LORD, just as the
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family|strong="H1004" of Ahab does in Israel. You also killed your brothers, members
of your father’s family, who were better than you.

14So look, the LORD is about to severely afflict your people, your sons, yourwives, and
all you own.

15 And you will get a serious, chronic intestinal disease which will cause your
intestines to come out.”

16The LORD stirred up against Jehoram the Philistines and theArabswho lived beside
the Cushites.

17They attacked Judah and swept through it. They carried off everything they found
in the royal palace, including his sons and wives. None of his sons was left, except for
his youngest, Ahaziah.

18After all this happened, the LORD afflicted himwith an incurable intestinal disease.
19After about two years his intestines came out because of the disease, so that he died

a very painful death. His people did not make a bonfire to honor him, as they had done
for his ancestors.

20 Jehoramwas thirty-two years oldwhen he became king and he reigned eight years
in Jerusalem. No one regretted his death; he was buried in the City of David, but not in
the royal tombs.

22
1 The residents of Jerusalem made his youngest son Ahaziah king in his place, for

the raiding party that invaded the city with the Arabs had killed all the older sons. So
Ahaziah son of Jehoram became king of Judah.

2Ahaziahwas twenty-twoyears oldwhenhebecamekingandhe reigned foroneyear
in Jerusalem. His mother was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri.

3He followed in the footsteps of Ahab’s dynasty, for his mother gave him evil advice.
4He did evil in the sight of the LORD like Ahab’s dynasty because, after his father’s

death, they gave him advice that led to his destruction.
5 He followed their advice and joined Ahab’s son King Joram of Israel in a battle

against King Hazael of Syria at Ramoth Gilead in which the Syrians defeated Joram.
6 Joram returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds he received from the Syrians

in Ramahwhen he fought against KingHazael of Syria. Ahaziah son of King Jehoramof
Judah went down to visit Joram son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he had been wounded.

7 God brought about Ahaziah’s downfall through his visit to Joram. When Ahaziah
arrived, he went out with Joram to meet Jehu son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had
commissioned to wipe out Ahab’s family.

8While Jehuwas dishing out punishment to Ahab’s family, he discovered the officials
of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah’s relativeswhowere servingAhaziah and killed them.

9He looked for Ahaziah, who was captured while hiding in Samaria. They brought
him to Jehu and then executed him. They did give him a burial, for they reasoned, “He
is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORDwith hiswhole heart.” Therewas no one
in Ahaziah’s family strong enough to rule in his place.

Athaliah is Eliminated
10 When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she was

determined to destroy the entire royal line of Judah.
11 So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, took Ahaziah’s son Joash and

sneaked him away from the rest of the royal descendantswhowere to be executed. She
hid him and his nurse in the roomwhere the bed covers were stored. So Jehoshabeath
the daughter of King Jehoram,wife of Jehoiada the priest and sister of Ahaziah, hid him
from Athaliah so she could not execute him.
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12He remained in hiding inGod’s temple for six years, while Athaliahwas ruling over
the land.

23
1 In the seventh year Jehoiadamade a boldmove. Hemade a pact with the officers of

the units of hundreds: Azariah son of Jehoram, Ishmael son of Jehochanan, Azariah son
of Obed, Maaseiah son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat son of Zikri.

2 They traveled throughout Judah and assembled the Levites from all the cities of
Judah, as well as the Israelite family leaders.
They came to Jerusalem,
3 and the whole assembly made a covenant with the king in the temple of God.

Jehoiada said to them, “The king’s son will rule, just as the LORD| strong="H3069"
promised David’s descendants.

4 This is what you must do. One third of you priests and Levites who are on duty
during the Sabbath will guard the doors.

5Another third of you will be stationed at the royal palace and still another third at
the Foundation Gate. All the others will stand in the courtyards of the LORD’s temple.

6No onemust enter the LORD’s temple except the priests and Leviteswho are on duty.
They may enter because they are ceremonially pure. All the others should carry out
their assigned service to the LORD.

7 The Levites must surround the king. Each of you must hold his weapon in his
hand. Whoever tries to enter the temple must be killed. You must accompany the king
wherever he goes.”

8 The Levites and all the men of Judah did just as Jehoiada the priest ordered. Each
of them took his men, those whowere on duty during the Sabbath as well as those who
wereoffduty on the Sabbath. Jehoiada thepriest didnot releasehis divisions from their
duties.

9 Jehoiada the priest gave to the officers of the units of hundreds King David’s spears
and shields that were kept in God’s temple.

10He placed the men at their posts, each holding his weapon in his hand. They lined
up from the south side of the temple to the north side and stood near the altar and the
temple, surrounding the king.

11 Jehoiada and his sons led out the king’s son and placed on him the crown and
the royal insignia. They proclaimed him king and poured olive oil on his head. They
declared, “Long live the king!”

12WhenAthaliahheard the royal guard shouting andpraising the king, she joined the
crowd at the LORD’s temple.

13 Then she saw the king standing by his pillar at the entrance. The officers and
trumpeters stood beside the king and all the people of the land were celebrating
and blowing trumpets, and the musicians with various instruments were leading the
celebration. Athaliah tore her clothes and yelled, “Treason! Treason!”

14 Jehoiada thepriest sentout theofficersof theunits ofhundreds,whowere incharge
of the army, and ordered them, “Bring her outside the temple to the guards. Put the
sword to anyone who follows her.” The priest gave this order because he had decided
she should not be executed in the LORD’s temple.

15 They seized her and took her into the precincts of the royal palace through the
horses’ entrance. There they executed her.

16 Jehoiada then drew up a covenant stipulating that he, all the people, and the king
should be loyal to the LORD.

17All the peoplewent anddemolished the temple of Baal. They smashed its altars and
idols. They killed Mattan the priest of Baal in front of the altars.
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18 Jehoiada then assigned the duties of the LORD’s temple to the priests, the Levites
whom David had assigned to the LORD’s temple. They were responsible for offering
burnt sacrifices to the LORD with joy and music, according to the law of Moses and the
edict of David.

19Heposted guards at the gates of the LORD’s temple, so no onewhowas ceremonially
unclean in any way could enter.

20He summoned the officers of the units of hundreds, the nobles, the rulers of the
people, andall thepeopleof land, andhe then led thekingdown fromtheLORD’s temple.
They entered the royal palace through the Upper Gate and seated the king on the royal
throne.

21All the people of the land celebrated, for the city had rest now that they had killed
Athaliah.

24
1 Joash was seven years old when he began to reign. He reigned for forty years in

Jerusalem. His mother was Zibiah, who was from Beer Sheba.
2 Joash did what the LORD approved throughout the lifetime of Jehoiada the priest.
3 Jehoiada chose twowives for himwho gave him sons and daughters.
4 Joash was determined to repair the LORD’s temple.
5Heassembled thepriests andLevites andordered them, “Goout to the cities of Judah

and collect the annual quota of silver from all Israel for repairs on the temple of your
God. Be quick about it!” But the Levites delayed.

6 So the king summoned Jehoiada the chief priest, and said to him, “Why have you
notmade the Levites collect from Judah and Jerusalem the tax authorized byMoses the
LORD’s servant and by the assembly of Israel at the tent containing the tablets of the
law?”

7 (Wicked Athaliah and her sons had broken into God’s temple and used all the holy
items of the LORD’s temple in their worship of the Baals.)

8Thekingordereda chest tobemadeandplacedoutside the gate of theLORD’s temple.
9An edict was sent throughout Judah and Jerusalem requiring the people to bring to

the LORD the tax that Moses, God’s servant, imposed on Israel in the wilderness.
10All the officials and all the people gladly brought their silver and threw it into the

chest until it was full.
11Whenever the Levites brought the chest to the royal accountant and they saw there

was a lot of silver, the royal scribe and the accountant of the high priest emptied the
chest and then took it back to its place. They went through this routine every day and
collected a large amount of silver.

12 The king and Jehoiada gave it to the construction foremen assigned to the LORD’s
temple. They hired carpenters and craftsmen to repair the LORD’s temple, as well as
those skilled in working with iron and bronze to restore the LORD’s temple.

13 They worked hard and made the repairs. They followed the measurements
specified for God’s temple and restored it.

14 When they were finished, they brought the rest of the silver to the king and
Jehoiada. They used it to make items for the LORD’s temple, including items used in the
temple service and for burnt sacrifices, pans, and various other gold and silver items.
Throughout Jehoiada’s lifetime, burnt sacrifices were offered regularly in the LORD’s
temple.

15 Jehoiada grew old and died at the age of 130.
16He was buried in the City of David with the kings, because he had accomplished

good in Israel and for God and his temple.
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17After Jehoiada died, the officials of Judah visited the king and declared their loyalty
to him. The king listened to their advice.

18They abandoned the temple of the LORD God of their ancestors, and worshiped the
Asherah poles and idols. Because of this sinful activity, God was angry with Judah and
Jerusalem.

19 The LORD sent prophets among them to lead them back to him. They warned the
people, but they would not pay attention.

20God’s Spirit energized Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood up before the
people and said to them, “This is what God says: ‘Why are you violating the commands
of the LORD? You will not be prosperous! Because you have rejected the LORD, he has
rejected you!’ ”

21They plotted against him and by royal decree stoned him to death in the courtyard
of the LORD’s temple.

22 King Joash disregarded the loyalty his father Jehoiada had shown him and killed
Jehoiada’s son. As Zechariah was dying, he said, “May the LORD take notice and seek
vengeance!”

23At the beginning of the year the Syrian army attacked Joash and invaded Judah and
Jerusalem. They wiped out all the leaders of the people and sent all the plunder they
gathered to the king of Damascus.

24Even though the invading Syrian armywas relatively weak, the LORD handed over
to them Judah’s very large army, for the people of Judah had abandoned the LORD God
of their ancestors. The Syrians gave Joash what he deserved.

25When they withdrew, they left Joash badly wounded. His servants plotted against
him because of what he had done to the son of Jehoiada the priest. Theymurdered him
on his bed. Thus he died andwas buried in the City of David, but not in the tombs of the
kings.

26 The conspirators were Zabad son of Shimeath (an Ammonite woman) and Jehoz-
abad son of Shimrith (a Moabite woman).

27 The list of Joash’s sons, the many prophetic oracles pertaining to him, and the
account of his building project on God’s temple are included in the record of the Scroll
of the Kings. His son Amaziah replaced him as king.

25
1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for

twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother was Jehoaddan, whowas from Jerusalem.
2He did what the LORD approved, but not with wholehearted devotion.
3When he had secured control of the kingdom, he executed the servants who had

assassinated his father.
4 However, he did not execute their sons. He obeyed the LORD’s commandment as

recorded in the law scroll of Moses, “Fathers must not be executed for what their sons
do, and sons must not be executed for what their fathers do. A man must be executed
only for his own sin.”

5 Amaziah assembled the people of Judah and assigned them by families to the
commanders of units of a thousand and the commanders of units of a hundred for all
Judah and Benjamin. He counted those twenty years old and up and discovered there
were 300,000 youngmen of fighting age equipped with spears and shields.

6He hired 100,000 Israelite warriors for a hundred talents of silver.
7 But a prophet visited him and said: “O king, the Israelite troops must not go with

you, for the LORD|strong="H3069" is not with Israel or any of the Ephraimites.
8Even if you go and fight bravely in battle, Godwill defeat you before the enemy. God

is capable of helping or defeating.”
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9 Amaziah asked the prophet: “But what should I do about the hundred talents of
silver I paid the Israelite troops?” The prophet replied, “The LORD is capable of giving
youmore than that.”

10SoAmaziahdismissed the troops thathadcome tohimfromEphraimandsent them
home. They were very angry at Judah and returned home incensed.

11 Amaziah boldly led his army to the Valley of Salt, where he defeated 10,000
Edomites.

12 The men of Judah captured 10,000 men alive. They took them to the top of a cliff
and threw them over. All the captives fell to their death.

13Now the troops Amaziah had dismissed and had not allowed to fight in the battle
raided the cities of Judah from Samaria to Beth Horon. They killed 3,000 people and
carried off a large amount of plunder.

14WhenAmaziah returned fromdefeating the Edomites, he brought back the gods of
the people of Seir and made them his personal gods. He bowed down before them and
offered them sacrifices.

15The LORDwas angry at Amaziah and sent a prophet to him,who said, “Why are you
following these gods that could not deliver their own people from your power?”

16While he was speaking, Amaziah said to him, “Did we appoint you to be a royal
counselor? Stop prophesying or else you will be killed!” So the prophet stopped, but
added, “I know that the LORD has|strong="H0430" decided to destroy you, because you
have done this thing and refused to listen to my advice.”

17AfterKingAmaziahof Judahconsultedwithhis advisers, he sent thismessage to the
king of Israel, Joash son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, “Come, faceme on the battlefield.”

18King Joash of Israel sent thismessage back toKingAmaziah of Judah, “A thorn bush
in Lebanon sent thismessage to a cedar in Lebanon, ‘Give your daughter tomy son as a
wife.’ Then a wild animal of Lebanon came by and trampled down the thorn bush.

19You defeated Edom and it has gone to your head. Gloat over your success, but stay
in your palace. Why bring calamity on yourself? Why bring down yourself and Judah
along with you?”

20But Amaziah did not heed thewarning, for Godwanted to hand them over to Joash
because they followed the gods of Edom.

21SoKing Joash of Israel attacked. He andKingAmaziah of Judah faced each other on
the battlefield in Beth Shemesh of Judah.

22 Judah was defeated by Israel, and eachman ran back home.
23King Joash of Israel captured King Amaziah of Judah, son of Joash son of Jehoahaz,

in Beth Shemesh and brought him to Jerusalem. He broke down the wall of Jerusalem
from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate – a distance of about six hundred feet.

24He took away all the gold and silver, all the items found in God’s temple that were
in the care of Obed-Edom, the riches in the royal palace, and some hostages. Then he
went back to Samaria.

25King Amaziah son of Joash of Judah lived for fifteen years after the death of King
Joash son of Jehoahaz of Israel.

26 The rest of the events of Amaziah’s reign, from start to finish, are recorded in the
Scroll of the Kings of Judah and Israel.

27 From the time Amaziah turned from following the LORD, conspirators plotted
against him in Jerusalem, so he fled to Lachish. But they sent assassins after him and
they killed him there.

28 His body was carried back by horses, and he was buried in Jerusalem with his
ancestors in the City of David.
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26
1All the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king

in his father Amaziah’s place.
2Uzziah built up Elat and restored it to Judah after King Amaziah had passed away.
3Uzziah was sixteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for fifty-two

years in Jerusalem. His mother’s namewas Jecholiah, who was from Jerusalem.
4He did what the LORD approved, just as his father Amaziah had done.
5He followedGodduring the lifetimeofZechariah,who taughthimhowtohonorGod.

As long as he followed the LORD, God caused him to succeed.
6 Uzziah attacked the Philistines and broke down the walls of Gath, Jabneh, and

Ashdod. He built cities in the region of Ashdod and throughout Philistine territory.
7Godhelpedhim inhis campaigns against thePhilistines, theArabs living inGurBaal,

and theMeunites.
8TheAmmonites paid tribute to Uzziah and his fame reached the border of Egypt, for

he grew in power.
9Uzziah built and fortified towers in Jerusalemat the Corner Gate, Valley Gate, and at

the Angle.
10He built towers in the desert and dug many cisterns, for he owned many herds in

the lowlands and on the plain. He had workers in the fields and vineyards in the hills
and in Carmel, for he loved agriculture.

11Uzziah had an army of skilled warriors trained for battle. They were organized by
divisions according to themuster rollsmadeby Jeiel the scribe andMaaseiah the officer
under the authority of Hananiah, a royal official.

12The total number of family leaders who led warriors was 2,600.
13They commanded an army of 307,500 skilled and able warriors whowere ready to

defend the king against his enemies.
14 Uzziah supplied shields, spears, helmets, breastplates, bows, and slingstones for

the entire army.
15 In Jerusalem he made war machines carefully designed to shoot arrows and large

stones from the towers and corners of the walls. He became very famous, for he
received tremendous support and became powerful.

16But once he became powerful, his pride destroyed him. He disobeyed the LORD his
God. He entered the LORD’s temple to offer incense on the incense altar.

17Azariah the priest and eighty other brave priests of the LORD followed him in.
18 They confronted King Uzziah and said to him, “It is not proper for you, Uzziah,

to offer incense to the LORD. That is the responsibility of the priests, the descendants
of Aaron, who are consecrated to offer incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you have
disobeyed and the LORD Godwill not honor you!”

19Uzziah,whohadan incensecenser inhishand, becameangry. Whilehewasranting
and raving at the priests, a skin disease appeared on his forehead right there in front of
the priests in the LORD’s temple near the incense altar.

20When Azariah the high priest and the other priests looked at him, there was a skin
disease on his forehead. They hurried him out of there; even the king himself wanted
to leave quickly because the LORD had afflicted him.

21King Uzziah suffered from a skin disease until the day he died. He lived in separate
quarters, afflicted by a skin disease andbanned from the LORD’s temple. His son Jotham
was in charge of the palace and ruled over the people of the land.

22 The rest of the events of Uzziah’s reign, from start to finish, were recorded by the
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz.
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23Uzziah passed away and was buried near his ancestors in a cemetery belonging to
the kings. (This was because he had a skin disease.) His son Jotham replaced him as
king.

27
1 Jothamwas twenty-five years oldwhenhebegan to reign, andhe reigned for sixteen

years in Jerusalem. His mother was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok.
2 He did what the LORD approved, just as his father Uzziah had done. (He did not,

however, have the audacity to enter the temple.) Yet the people were still sinning.
3He built the Upper Gate to the LORD’s temple and did a lot of work on the wall in the

area known as Ophel.
4He built cities in the hill country of Judah and fortresses and towers in the forests.
5He launched a military campaign against the king of the Ammonites and defeated

them. That year the Ammonites paid him 100 talents of silver, 10,000 kors ofwheat, and
10,000 kors of barley. The Ammonites also paid this same amount of annual tribute the
next two years.

6 Jotham grew powerful because he was determined to please the LORD|
strong="H3069" his God.

7The rest of the events of Jotham’s reign, including all hismilitary campaigns and his
accomplishments, are recorded in the scroll of the kings of Israel and Judah.

8He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for sixteen
years in Jerusalem.

9 Jothampassed away andwas buried in the City of David. His son Ahaz replaced him
as king.

28
1Ahazwas twenty years oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned for sixteen years

in Jerusalem. He did not do what pleased the LORD, in contrast to his ancestor David.
2He followed in the footsteps of the kings of Israel; he also made images of the Baals.
3 He offered sacrifices in the Valley of Ben-Hinnom and passed his sons through

the fire, a horrible sin practiced by the nations whom the LORD drove out before the
Israelites.

4He offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and under
every green tree.

5 The LORD his God handed him over to the king of Syria. The Syrians defeated him
anddeportedmany captives toDamascus. Hewas alsohandedover to theking of Israel,
who thoroughly defeated him.

6 In one day King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel killed 120,000 warriors in Judah,
because they had abandoned the LORD God of their ancestors.

7Zikri, anEphraimitewarrior, killed theking’s sonMaaseiah,Azrikam, the supervisor
of the palace, and Elkanah, the king’s second-in-command.

8 The Israelites seized from their brothers 200,000 wives, sons, and daughters. They
also carried off a huge amount of plunder and took it back to Samaria.

9Oded, a prophet of the LORD, was there. He went to meet the army as they arrived
in Samaria and said to them: “Look, because the LORD God of your ancestors was angry
with Judah he handed them over to you. You have killed them so mercilessly that God
has taken notice.

10And now you are planning to enslave the people of Judah and Jerusalem. Yet are
you not also guilty before the LORD your God?

11 Now listen to me! Send back those you have seized from your brothers, for the
LORD|strong="H3069" is very angry at you!”



2 Chronicles 28:12 543 2 Chronicles 29:6

12 So some of the Ephraimite family leaders, Azariah son of Jehochanan, Berechiah
son of Meshillemoth, Jechizkiah son of Shallum, and Amasa son of Hadlai confronted
those returning from the battle.

13 They said to them, “Don’t bring those captives here! Are you planning on making
us evenmore sinful and guilty before the LORD? Our guilt is already great and the LORD
is very|strong="H2740" angry at Israel.”

14 So the soldiers released the captives and the plunder before the officials and the
entire assembly.

15Men were assigned to take the prisoners and find clothes among the plunder for
those who were naked. So they clothed them, supplied them with sandals, gave them
food and drink, and provided themwith oil to rub on their skin. They put the ones who
couldn’t walk on donkeys. They brought them back to their brothers at Jericho, the city
of the date palm trees, and then returned to Samaria.

16At that time King Ahaz asked the king of Assyria for help.
17The Edomites had again invaded and defeated Judah and carried off captives.
18 The Philistines had raided the cities of Judah in the lowlands and the Negev. They

captured and settled in Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soco and its surrounding
villages, Timnah and its surrounding villages, and Gimzo and its surrounding villages.

19TheLORDhumiliated Judahbecause ofKingAhazof Israel, for he encouraged Judah
to sin and was very unfaithful to the LORD.

20King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria came, but he gave himmore trouble than support.
21Ahaz gathered riches from the LORD’s temple, the royal palace, and the officials and

gave them to the king of Assyria, but that did not help.
22During his time of trouble King Ahaz was evenmore unfaithful to the LORD.
23He offered sacrifices to the gods of Damascus whom he thought had defeated him.

He reasoned, “Since the gods of the kings of Damascus helped them, I will sacrifice to
them so they will help me.” But they caused him and all Israel to stumble.

24Ahaz gathered the items in God’s temple and removed them. He shut the doors of
the LORD’s temple and erected altars on every street corner in Jerusalem.

25 In every city throughout Judahhe set uphighplaces to offer sacrifices to other gods.
He angered the LORD God of his ancestors.

26The rest of the events of Ahaz’s reign, including his accomplishments from start to
finish, are recorded in the Scroll of the Kings of Judah and Israel.

27Ahaz passed away andwas buried in the City of David; they did not bring him to the
tombs of the kings of Israel. His son Hezekiah replaced him as king.

29
1Hezekiahwas twenty-five years oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-

nine years in Jerusalem. His mother was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah.
2He did what the LORD approved, just as his ancestor David had done.
3 In the first month of the first year of his reign, he opened the doors of the LORD’s

temple and repaired them.
4He brought in the priests and Levites and assembled them in the square on the east

side.
5He said to them: “Listen to me, you Levites! Now consecrate yourselves, so you can

consecrate the temple of the LORD God of your ancestors! Remove from the sanctuary
what is ceremonially unclean!

6For our fatherswere unfaithful; they didwhat is evil in the sight of the LORD ourGod
and abandoned him! They turned away from the LORD’s dwelling place and rejected
him.
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7They closed the doors of the temple porch and put out the lamps; they did not offer
incense or burnt sacrifices in the sanctuary of the God of Israel.

8The LORD was angry at Judah and Jerusalem and made them an appalling object of
horror at which people hiss out their scorn, as you can see with your own eyes.

9Look, our fathers died violently and our sons, daughters, andwiveswere carried off
because of this.

10Now I intend tomake a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, so that hemay relent
from his raging anger.

11My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD|strong="H3069" has chosen you to
serve in his presence and offer sacrifices.”

12The following Levites prepared to carry out the king’s orders:
From the Kohathites: Mahath son of Amasai and Joel son of Azariah;
from theMerarites: Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son of Jehallelel;
from the Gershonites: Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of Joah;
13 from the descendants of Elizaphan: Shimri and Jeiel;
from the descendants of Asaph: Zechariah andMattaniah;
14 from the descendants of Heman: Jehiel and Shimei;
from the descendants of Jeduthun: Shemaiah and Uzziel.
15 They assembled their brothers and consecrated themselves. Then they went in to

purify the LORD’s temple, just as the king had ordered, in accordance with the word of
the LORD.

16 The priests then entered the LORD’s temple to purify it; they brought out to the
courtyard of the LORD’s temple every ceremonially unclean thing they discovered
inside. The Levites took them out to the Kidron Valley.

17 On the first day of the first month they began consecrating; by the eighth day of
the month they reached the porch of the LORD’s temple. For eight more days they
consecrated the LORD’s temple. On the sixteenth day of the first month they were
finished.

18 They went to King Hezekiah and said: “We have purified the entire temple of the
LORD, including the altar of burnt sacrifice and all its equipment, and the table for the
Bread of the Presence and all its equipment.

19We have prepared and consecrated all the items that King Ahaz removed during
his reign when he acted unfaithfully. They are in front of the altar of the LORD.”

20 Early the next morning King Hezekiah assembled the city officials and went up to
the LORD’s temple.

21Theybrought sevenbulls, sevenrams, seven lambs, andsevengoatsasa sinoffering
for the kingdom, the sanctuary, and Judah. The king told the priests, the descendants of
Aaron, to offer burnt sacrifices on the altar of the LORD.

22 They slaughtered the bulls, and the priests took the blood and splashed it on the
altar. Then they slaughtered the rams and splashed the blood on the altar; next they
slaughtered the lambs and splashed the blood on the altar.

23Finally they brought the goats for the sin offering before the king and the assembly,
and they placed their hands on them.

24 Then the priests slaughtered them. They offered their blood as a sin offering on
the altar to make atonement for all Israel, because the king had decreed that the burnt
sacrifice and sin offering were for all Israel.

25KingHezekiah stationed theLevites in theLORD’s templewith cymbals and stringed
instruments, just asDavid, Gad theking’sprophet, andNathan theprophethadordered.
(The LORD had actually given these orders through his prophets.)

26The Levites had David’s musical instruments and the priests had trumpets.
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27Hezekiah ordered the burnt sacrifice to be offered on the altar. As they began to
offer the sacrifice, they also began to sing to the LORD, accompanied by the trumpets
and themusical instruments of King David of Israel.

28 The entire assembly worshiped, as the singers sang and the trumpeters played.
They continued until the burnt sacrifice was completed.

29When the sacrifices were completed, the king and all who were with him bowed
down andworshiped.

30KingHezekiah and the officials told the Levites to praise the LORD, using the psalms
of David and Asaph the prophet. So they joyfully offered praise and bowed down and
worshiped.

31Hezekiah said, “Nowyouhave consecrated yourselves to the LORD. Comeandbring
sacrifices and thank offerings to the LORD’s temple.” So the assembly brought sacrifices
and thank offerings, and whoever desired to do so brought burnt sacrifices.

32Theassemblybrought a total of 70bulls, 100 rams, and200 lambsasburnt sacrifices
to the LORD,

33and 600 bulls and 3,000 sheep were consecrated.
34 But there were not enough priests to skin all the animals, so their brothers, the

Levites, helped them until the work was finished and the priests could consecrate
themselves. (The Levites had been more conscientious about consecrating themselves
than the priests.)

35Therewas a large number of burnt sacrifices, aswell as fat from thepeace offerings
and drink offerings that accompanied the burnt sacrifices. So the service of the LORD’s
temple was reinstituted.

36Hezekiah and all the people were happy about what God had done for them, for it
had been done quickly.

30
1 Hezekiah sent messages throughout Israel and Judah; he even wrote letters to

Ephraim and Manasseh, summoning them to come to the LORD’s temple in Jerusalem
and observe a Passover celebration for the LORD God of Israel.

2 The king, his officials, and the entire assembly in Jerusalem decided to observe the
Passover in the secondmonth.

3 They were unable to observe it at the regular time because not enough priests had
consecrated themselves and the people had not assembled in Jerusalem.

4The proposal seemed appropriate to the king and the entire assembly.
5 So they sent an edict throughout Israel from Beer Sheba to Dan, summoning the

people to come and observe a Passover for the LORD God of Israel in Jerusalem, for they
had not observed it on a nationwide scale as prescribed in the law.

6Messengers delivered the letters from the king and his officials throughout Israel
and Judah.
This royal edict read: “O Israelites, return to the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and

Israel, so hemay return to you who have been spared from the kings of Assyria.
7Don’t be like your fathers and brotherswhowere unfaithful to the LORDGod of their

ancestors, provoking him to destroy them, as you can see.
8 Now, don’t be stubborn like your fathers! Submit to the LORD and come to his

sanctuary which he has permanently consecrated. Serve the LORD your God so that he
might relent from his raging anger.

9 For if you return to the LORD, your brothers and sons will be shownmercy by their
captors and return to this land. The LORD your God is merciful and compassionate; he
will not reject you if you return to him.”
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10 The messengers journeyed from city to city through the land of Ephraim and
Manasseh as far as Zebulun, but people mocked and ridiculed them.

11But somemen fromAsher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves and came
to Jerusalem.

12 In Judah God moved the people to unite and carry out the edict the king and the
officers had issued at the LORD’s command.

13A huge crowd assembled in Jerusalem to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread in
the secondmonth.

14They removed the altars in Jerusalem; they also removed all the incense altars and
threw them into the Kidron Valley.

15 They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the second month.
The priests and Levites were ashamed, so they consecrated themselves and brought
burnt sacrifices to the LORD’s temple.

16They stood at their posts according to the regulations outlined in the law of Moses,
the man of God. The priests were splashing the blood as the Levites handed it to them.

17 Because many in the assembly had not consecrated themselves, the Levites
slaughtered the Passover lambs of all who were ceremonially unclean and could not
consecrate their sacrifice to the LORD.

18The majority of the many people from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun
were ceremonially unclean, yet they ate the Passover in violation of what is prescribed
in the law. For Hezekiah prayed for them, saying: “May the LORD, who is good, forgive

19everyonewho has determined to followGod, the LORD God of his ancestors, even if
he is not ceremonially clean according to the standards of the temple.”

20The LORD responded favorably to Hezekiah and forgave the people.
21 The Israelites who were in Jerusalem observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread for

sevendayswithgreat joy. TheLevites andpriestswerepraising theLORDeverydaywith
all their might.

22 Hezekiah expressed his appreciation to all the Levites, who demonstrated great
skill in serving the LORD. They feasted for the seven days of the festival, and were
making peace offerings and giving thanks to the LORD God of their ancestors.

23The entire assembly then decided to celebrate for sevenmore days; so they joyfully
celebrated for sevenmore days.

24KingHezekiahof Judah supplied1,000bulls and7,000 sheep for theassembly,while
the officials supplied themwith 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep. Many priests consecrated
themselves.

25The celebration included the entire assembly of Judah, the priests, the Levites, the
entire assembly of thosewho came from Israel, the resident foreigners who came from
the land of Israel, and the residents of Judah.

26 There was a great celebration in Jerusalem, unlike anything that had occurred in
Jerusalem since the time of King Solomon son of David of Israel.

27 The priests and Levites got up and pronounced blessings on the people. The
LORD responded|strong="H8085" favorably to them as their prayers reached his holy
dwelling place in heaven.

31
1When all this was over, the Israelites who were in the cities of Judah went out and

smashed the sacred pillars, cut down the Asherah poles, and demolished all the high
places and altars throughout Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh. Then all the
Israelites returned to their own homes in their cities.

The People Contribute to the Temple
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2Hezekiahappointed thedivisions of thepriests andLevites to do their assigned tasks
– to offer burnt sacrifices and present offerings and to serve, give thanks, and offer
praise in the gates of the LORD’s|strong="H3069" sanctuary.

3 The king contributed some of what he owned for burnt sacrifices, including the
morning and evening burnt sacrifices and the burnt sacrifices made on Sabbaths, new
moon festivals, and at other appointed times prescribed in the law of the LORD.

4He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to contribute the portion prescribed for
the priests and Levites so theymight be obedient to the law of the LORD.

5 When the edict was issued, the Israelites freely contributed the initial portion of
their grain, wine, olive oil, honey, and all the produce of their fields. They brought a
tenth of everything, which added up to a huge amount.

6 The Israelites and people of Judah who lived in the cities of Judah also contributed
a tenth of their cattle and sheep, as well as a tenth of the holy items consecrated to the
LORD their God. They brought them and placed them inmany heaps.

7 In the thirdmonth they began piling their contributions in heaps andfinished in the
seventhmonth.

8WhenHezekiah and the officials cameand saw theheaps, they praised the LORD and
pronounced blessings on his people Israel.

9When Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps,
10Azariah, the head priest from the family of Zadok, said to him, “Since the contribu-

tions began arriving in the LORD’s temple, we have had plenty to eat and have a large
quantity left over. For the LORD has blessed his people, and this large amount remains.”

11Hezekiah ordered that storerooms be prepared in the LORD’s temple. When this
was done,

12 they brought in the contributions, tithes, and consecrated items that had been
offered. Konaniah, a Levite, was in charge of all this, assisted by his brother Shimei.

13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismakiah, Mahath, and
Benaiahworkedunder the supervision of Konaniah andhis brother Shimei, as directed
by King Hezekiah and Azariah, the supervisor of God’s temple.

14 Kore son of Imnah, a Levite and the guard on the east side, was in charge of the
voluntary offeringsmade toGod anddisbursed the contributionsmade to the LORD and
the consecrated items.

15 In the cities of the priests, Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and
Shecaniah faithfully assisted him in making disbursements to their fellow priests
according to their divisions, regardless of age.

16Theymadedisbursements to all themales three years old andupwhowere listed in
the genealogical records – to all who would enter the LORD’s temple to serve on a daily
basis and fulfill their duties as assigned to their divisions.

17They made disbursements to the priests listed in the genealogical records by their
families, and to the Levites twenty years old and up, according to their duties as
assigned to their divisions,

18and to all the infants, wives, sons, and daughters of the entire assembly listed in the
genealogical records, for they faithfully consecrated themselves.

19As for the descendants of Aaron, the priests who lived in the outskirts of all their
cities, men were assigned to disburse portions to every male among the priests and to
every Levite listed in the genealogical records.

20 This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah. He did what the LORD his God
considered good and right and faithful.

21 He wholeheartedly and successfully reinstituted service in God’s temple and
obedience to the law, in order to follow his God.



2 Chronicles 32:1 548 2 Chronicles 32:21

32
1After these faithful deeds were accomplished, King Sennacherib of Assyria invaded

Judah. He besieged the fortified cities, intending to seize them.
2 When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had invaded and intended to attack

Jerusalem,
3 he consulted with his advisers and military officers about stopping up the springs

outside the city, and they supported him.
4 A large number of people gathered together and stopped up all the springs and

the stream that flowed through the district. They reasoned, “Why should the kings of
Assyria come and find plenty of water?”

5Hezekiah energetically rebuilt every broken wall. He erected towers and an outer
wall, and fortified the terrace of the City of David. Hemademanyweapons and shields.

6He appointed military officers over the army and assembled them in the square at
the city gate. He encouraged them, saying,

7 “Be strong and brave! Don’t be afraid and don’t panic because of the king of Assyria
and this huge army that is with him! We have with us one who is stronger than those
who are with him.

8He has with him mere human strength, but the LORD|strong="H3069" our God is
with us to help us and fight our battles!” The army was encouraged by the words of
King Hezekiah of Judah.

9AfterwardKing Sennacherib ofAssyria,while attackingLachishwith all hismilitary
might, sent his messengers to Jerusalem. The message was for King Hezekiah of Judah
and all the people of Judah whowere in Jerusalem. It read:

10 “This is what King Sennacherib of Assyria says: ‘Why are you so confident that you
remain in Jerusalemwhile it is under siege?

11 Hezekiah says, “The LORD our God will rescue us from the power of the king of
Assyria.” But he is misleading you and youwill die of hunger and thirst!

12 Hezekiah is the one who eliminated the LORD’s high places|strong="H1116" and
altars and then told Judah and Jerusalem, “At one altar you must worship and offer
sacrifices.”

13Are you not aware of what I and my predecessors have done to all the nations of
the surrounding lands? Have the gods of the surrounding lands actually been able to
rescue their lands frommy power?

14Who among all the gods of these nations whom my predecessors annihilated was
able to rescue his people frommy power?

15Now don’t let Hezekiah deceive you ormislead you like this. Don’t believe him, for
no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to rescue his people frommy power or
the power of my predecessors. So how can your gods rescue you frommy power?’ ”

16 Sennacherib’s servants further insulted the LORD God and his servant Hezekiah.
17Hewrote lettersmocking theLORDGodof Israel and insultinghimwith thesewords:

“The gods of the surrounding nations could not rescue their people from my power.
Neither can Hezekiah’s god rescue his people frommy power.”

18They called out loudly in the Judahite dialect to the people of Jerusalem who were
on the wall, trying to scare and terrify them so they could seize the city.

19They talked about the God of Jerusalem as if he were one of the man-made gods of
the nations of the earth.

20King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz prayed about this and cried out
to heaven.

21 The LORD sent a messenger and he wiped out all the soldiers, princes, and officers
in the army of the king of Assyria. So Sennacherib returned homehumiliated. Whenhe
entered the temple of his god, some of his own sons struck him downwith the sword.
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22TheLORDdeliveredHezekiahand theresidentsof JerusalemfromthepowerofKing
Sennacherib of Assyria and from all the other nations. He made them secure on every
side.

23Many were bringing presents to the LORD in Jerusalem and precious gifts to King
Hezekiah of Judah. From that time on he was respected by all the nations.

Hezekiah’s Shortcomings and Accomplishments
24 In those daysHezekiahwas strickenwith a terminal illness. He prayed to the LORD,

who answered him and gave him a sign confirming that he would be healed.
25But Hezekiah was ungrateful; he had a proud attitude, provoking God to be angry

at him, as well as Judah and Jerusalem.
26But then Hezekiah and the residents of Jerusalem humbled themselves and aban-

doned their pride, and the LORD was not angry with them for the rest of Hezekiah’s
reign.

27 Hezekiah was very wealthy and greatly respected. He made storehouses for his
silver, gold, precious stones, spices, and all his other valuable possessions.

28He made storerooms for the harvest of grain, wine, and olive oil, and stalls for all
his various kinds of livestock and his flocks.

29He built royal cities and owned a large number of sheep and cattle, for God gave
him a huge amount of possessions.

30 Hezekiah dammed up the source of the waters of the Upper Gihon and directed
them down to the west side of the City of David. Hezekiah succeeded in all that he did.

31 So when the envoys arrived from the Babylonian officials to visit him and inquire
about the sign that occurred in the land, God left him alone to test him, in order to know
his truemotives.

32The rest of the events ofHezekiah’s reign, includinghis faithful deeds, are recorded
in the vision of the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz, included in the Scroll of the Kings of
Judah and Israel.

33Hezekiah passed away and was buried on the ascent of the tombs of the descen-
dants of David. All the people of Judah and the residents of Jerusalem buried himwith
great honor. His sonManasseh replaced him as king.

33
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned for fifty-five

years in Jerusalem.
2He did evil in the sight of the LORD and committed the same horrible sins practiced

by the nations whom the LORD drove out ahead of the Israelites.
3He rebuilt the high places that his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he set up altars

for the Baals and made Asherah poles. He bowed down to all the stars in the sky and
worshiped them.

4He built altars in the LORD’s temple, about which the LORD had said, “Jerusalemwill
be my permanent home.”

5 In the two courtyards of the LORD’s temple he built altars for all the stars in the sky.
6 He passed his sons through the fire in the Valley of Ben-Hinnom and practiced

divination, omen reading, and sorcery. He set up a ritual pit to conjure up underworld
spirits and appointed magicians to supervise it. He did a great amount of evil in the
sight of the LORD and angered him.

7He put an idolatrous image he hadmade in God’s temple, about which God had said
to David and to his son Solomon, “This temple in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel, will be my permanent home.
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8 Iwillnotmake Israelagain leave the land Igave to theirancestors, provided that they
carefully obey all I commanded them, thewhole law, the rules and regulations given to
Moses.”

9ButManassehmisled the people of Judah and the residents of Jerusalem so that they
sinnedmore than the nations whom the LORD had destroyed ahead of the Israelites.

10The LORD confrontedManasseh and his people, but they paid no attention.
11 So the LORD brought against them the commanders of the army of the king of

Assyria. They seized Manasseh, put hooks in his nose, bound him with bronze chains,
and carried him away to Babylon.

12 In his painManasseh asked the LORD his God formercy and truly humbled himself
before the God of his ancestors.

13 When he prayed to the LORD, the LORD responded|strong="H6279" to him and
answered favorably his cry for mercy. The LORD brought him back|strong="H7725"
to Jerusalem to his kingdom. ThenManasseh realized that the LORD is the true God.

14After this Manasseh built up the outer wall of the City of David on the west side of
the Gihon in the valley to the entrance of the Fish Gate and all around the terrace; he
made it much higher. He placed army officers in all the fortified cities in Judah.

15He removed the foreign gods and images from the LORD’s temple and all the altars
he had built on the hill of the LORD’s temple and in Jerusalem; he threw them outside
the city.

16 He erected the altar of the LORD and offered on it peace offerings and thank
offerings. He told the people of Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel.

17Thepeople continued to offer sacrifices at thehighplaces, but only to theLORD their
God.

18The rest of the events of Manasseh’s reign, including his prayer to his God and the
words the prophets spoke to him in the name of the LORD God of Israel, are recorded in
the Annals of the Kings of Israel.

19 The Annals of the Prophets include his prayer, give an account of how the LORD
responded|strong="H6279" to it, record all his sins and unfaithful acts, and identify the
siteswhere he built high places and erectedAsherah poles and idols before he humbled
himself.

20Manasseh passed away and was buried in his palace. His son Amon replaced him
as king.

Amon’s Reign
21Amonwas twenty-twoyearsoldwhenhebecameking, andhereigned for twoyears

in Jerusalem.
22 He did evil in the sight of the LORD, just like his father Manasseh had done. He

offered sacrifices to all the idols his father Manasseh hadmade, and worshiped them.
23Hedidnot humblehimself before theLORDashis fatherManassehhaddone. Amon

was guilty of great sin.
24His servants conspired against him and killed him in his palace.
25Thepeople of the land executed allwhohad conspired against KingAmon, and they

made his son Josiah king in his place.

34
1 Josiahwas eight years oldwhenhe becameking, andhe reigned for thirty-one years

in Jerusalem.
2He did what the LORD approved and followed in his ancestor David’s footsteps; he

did not deviate to the right or the left.
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3 In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God
of his ancestor David. In his twelfth year he began ridding Judah and Jerusalem of the
high places, Asherah poles, idols, and images.

4He ordered the altars of the Baals to be torn down, and broke the incense altars that
were above them. He smashed the Asherah poles, idols and images, crushed them up
and sprinkled the dust over the tombs of those who had sacrificed to them.

5 He burned the bones of the pagan priests on their altars; he purified Judah and
Jerusalem.

6 In the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as far as Naphtali, and in the ruins
around them,

7 he tore down the altars and Asherah poles, demolished the idols, and smashed all
the incense altars throughout the land of Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

8 In the eighteenth year of his reign, he continued his policy of purifying the land and
the temple. He sent Shaphan son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the city official, and Joah son of
Joahaz the secretary to repair the temple of the LORD his God.

9They went to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the silver that had been brought
to God’s temple. The Levites who guarded the door had collected it from the people
of Manasseh and Ephraim and from all who were left in Israel, as well as from all the
people of Judah and Benjamin and the residents of Jerusalem.

10 They handed it over to the construction foremen assigned to the LORD’s temple.
They in turn paid the temple workers to restore and repair it.

11They gavemoney to the craftsmen and builders to buy chiseled stone andwood for
the braces and rafters of the buildings that the kings of Judah had allowed to fall into
disrepair.

12 The men worked faithfully. Their supervisors were Jahath and Obadiah (Levites
descended fromMerari), aswell as Zechariah andMeshullam (descendants of Kohath).
The Levites, all of whomwere skilledmusicians,

13 supervised the laborers and all the foremen on their various jobs. Some of the
Levites were scribes, officials, and guards.

14When they took out the silver that had been brought to the LORD’s temple, Hilkiah
the priest found the law scroll the LORD had given to Moses.

15Hilkiah informed Shaphan the scribe, “I found the law scroll in the LORD’s temple.”
Hilkiah gave the scroll to Shaphan.

16 Shaphan brought the scroll to the king and reported, “Your servants are doing
everything assigned to them.

17 They melted down the silver in the LORD’s temple and handed it over to the
supervisors of the construction foremen.”

18 Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a scroll.”
Shaphan read it out loud before the king.

19When the king heard the words of the law scroll, he tore his clothes.
20 The king ordered Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan

the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant,
21 “Go, seek anoracle from theLORD formeand thosewho remain in Israel and Judah.

Find out about thewords of this scroll that has been discovered. For the LORD’s fury has
been ignited against us, because our ancestors have not obeyed theword of the LORD by
doing all that this scroll instructs!”

22 So Hilkiah and the others sent by the king went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife
of Shallumsonof Tokhath, the sonofHasrah, the supervisor of thewardrobe. (She lived
in Jerusalem in theMishneh district.) They stated their business,
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23and she said to them: “This is what the LORD God of Israel says: ‘Say this to theman
who sent you tome:

24 “This is what the LORD says: ‘I am about to bring disaster on this place and its
residents, the details ofwhich are recorded in the scrollwhich they readbefore the king
of Judah.

25This will happen because they have abandoned me and offered sacrifices to other
gods, angering me with all the idols they have made. My anger will ignite against this
place and will not be extinguished!’ ”

26Say this to the king of Judah, who sent you to seek an oracle from the LORD: “This is
what the LORD God of Israel says concerning the words you have heard:

27 ‘You displayed a sensitive spirit and humbled yourself before Godwhen you heard
hiswords concerning this place and its residents. Youhumbled yourself beforeme, tore
your clothes and wept before me, and I have heard you,’ says the LORD.

28 ‘Therefore Iwill allowyou todieandbeburied inpeace. Youwillnothave towitness
all the disaster I will bring on this place and its residents.’ ”’ ” Then they reported back
to the king.

29The king summoned all the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem.
30The kingwent up to the LORD’s temple, accompanied by all the people of Judah, the

residents of Jerusalem, the priests, and the Levites. All the people were there, from the
oldest to the youngest. He read aloud all thewords of the scroll of the covenant that had
been discovered in the LORD’s temple.

31The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant before the LORD, agreeing to
follow the LORD and to obey his commandments, laws, and rules with all his heart and
being, by carrying out the terms of this covenant recorded on this scroll.

32 He made all who were in Jerusalem and Benjamin agree to it. The residents of
Jerusalem acted in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their ancestors.

33 Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the areas belonging to the Israelites
and encouraged all who were in Israel to worship the LORD their God. Throughout the
rest of his reign they did not turn aside from following the LORD God of their ancestors.

35
1 Josiah observed a Passover festival for the LORD in Jerusalem. They slaughtered the

Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of the first month.
2Heappointed thepriests to fulfill their duties andencouraged themto carryout their

service in the LORD’s temple.
3He told the Levites, who instructed all Israel about things consecrated to the LORD,

“Place the holy ark in the templewhich King Solomon son of David of Israel built. Don’t
carry it on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and his people Israel!

4 Prepare yourselves by your families according to your divisions, as instructed by
King David of Israel and his son Solomon.

5Stand in the sanctuary and, togetherwith the Levites, represent the family divisions
of your countrymen.

6 Slaughter the Passover lambs, consecrate yourselves, and make preparations for
your countrymen to do what the LORD commanded throughMoses.”

7 From his own royal flocks and herds, Josiah supplied the people with 30,000 lambs
and goats for the Passover sacrifice, as well as 3,000 cattle.

8His officials also willingly contributed to the people, priests, and Levites. Hilkiah,
Zechariah, and Jehiel, the leaders of God’s temple, supplied 2,600 Passover sacrifices
and 300 cattle.
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9KonaniahandhisbrothersShemaiahandNethanel, alongwithHashabiah, Jeiel, and
Jozabad, the officials of the Levites, supplied the Levites with 5,000 Passover sacrifices
and 500 cattle.

10Preparationsweremade, and thepriests stood at their posts and theLevites in their
divisions as prescribed by the king.

11They slaughtered the Passover lambs and the priests splashed the blood, while the
Levites skinned the animals.

12 They reserved the burnt offerings and the cattle for the family divisions of the
people to present to the LORD, as prescribed in the scroll of Moses.

13 They cooked the Passover sacrifices over the open fire as prescribed and cooked
the consecrated offerings in pots, kettles, and pans. They quickly served them to all the
people.

14 Afterward they made preparations for themselves and for the priests, because
the priests, the descendants of Aaron, were offering burnt sacrifices and fat portions
until evening. The Levites made preparations for themselves and for the priests, the
descendants of Aaron.

15 The musicians, the descendants of Asaph, manned their posts, as prescribed by
David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s prophet. The guards at the various gates
did not need to leave their posts, for their fellow Levites made preparations for them.

16 So all the preparations for the LORD’s service were made that day, as the Passover
was observed and the burnt sacrifices were offered on the altar of the LORD, as
prescribed by King Josiah.

17So the Israeliteswhowere present observed the Passover at that time, aswell as the
Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days.

18 A Passover like this had not been observed in Israel since the days of Samuel the
prophet. None of the kings of Israel had observed a Passover like the one celebrated by
Josiah, the priests, the Levites, all the people of Judah and Israel who were there, and
the residents of Jerusalem.

19This Passover was observed in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign.
Josiah’s Reign Ends

20After Josiah had done all this for the temple, King Necho of Egyptmarched up to do
battle at Carchemish on the Euphrates River. Josiahmarched out to oppose him.

21Necho sentmessengers to him, saying, “Whyare you opposingme, O king of Judah?
I am not attacking you today, but the kingdom with which I am at war. God told me to
hurry. Stop opposing God, who is withme, or else he will destroy you.”

22But Josiah did not turn back from him; he disguised himself for battle. He did not
take seriously thewords ofNechowhichhehad received fromGod; hewent tofight him
in the Plain of Megiddo.

23Archers shotKing Josiah; thekingorderedhis servants, “Takemeout of this chariot,
for I am seriously wounded.”

24 So his servants took him out of the chariot, put him in another chariot that he
owned, and brought him to Jerusalem, where he died. He was buried in the tombs of
his ancestors; all the people of Judah and Jerusalemmourned Josiah.

25 Jeremiah composed laments for Josiah which all the male and female singers use
to mourn Josiah to this very day. It has become customary in Israel to sing these; they
are recorded in the Book of Laments.

26Therestof theeventsof Josiah’s reign, including the faithful actshedid inobedience
to what is written in the law of the LORD

27andhis accomplishments, fromstart tofinish, are recorded in theScroll of theKings
of Israel and Judah.
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36
1The people of the land took Jehoahaz son of Josiah andmade himking in his father’s

place in Jerusalem.
2 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned three

months in Jerusalem.
3The king of Egypt prevented him from ruling in Jerusalem and imposed on the land

a special tax of one hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold.
4The king of Egypt made Jehoahaz’s brother Eliakim king over Judah and Jerusalem,

and changed his name to Jehoiakim. Necho seized his brother Jehoahaz and took him
to Egypt.

Jehoiakim’s Reign
5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned for

eleven years in Jerusalem. He did evil in the sight of the LORD his God.
6KingNebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked him, boundhimwith bronze chains, and

carried him away to Babylon.
7 Nebuchadnezzar took some of the items in the LORD’s temple to Babylon and put

them in his palace there.
8The rest of the events of Jehoiakim’s reign, including the horrible sins he committed

and his shortcomings, are recorded in the Scroll of the Kings of Israel and Judah. His
son Jehoiachin replaced him as king.

Jehoiachin’s Reign
9 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three

months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did evil in the sight of the LORD.
10 At the beginning of the year King Nebuchadnezzar ordered him to be brought to

Babylon, along with the valuable items in the LORD’s temple. In his place he made his
relative Zedekiah king over Judah and Jerusalem.

Zedekiah’s Reign
11Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he ruled for eleven

years in Jerusalem.
12 He did evil in the sight of the LORD his God. He did not humble himself before

Jeremiah the prophet, the LORD’s spokesman.
13He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who hadmade him vow allegiance

in the name of God. He was stubborn and obstinate, and refused to return to the LORD
God of Israel.

14 All the leaders of the priests and people became more unfaithful and committed
the same horrible sins practiced by the nations. They defiled the LORD’s temple which
he had consecrated in Jerusalem.

The Babylonians Destroy Jerusalem
15The LORDGod of their ancestors continuallywarned them through hismessengers,

for he felt compassion for his people and his dwelling place.
16 But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his warnings, and ridiculed his

prophets. Finally the LORD got very angry at his people and therewas no onewho could
prevent his judgment.

17He brought against them the king of the Babylonians, who slaughtered their young
men in their temple. He did not spare youngmen orwomen, or even the old and aging.
God handed everyone over to him.

18He carried away to Babylon all the items inGod’s temple, whether large or small, as
well as what was in the treasuries of the LORD’s temple and in the treasuries of the king
and his officials.
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19 They burned down the LORD’s|strong="H0430" temple and tore down the wall of
Jerusalem. They burned all its fortified buildings and destroyed all its valuable items.

20He deported to Babylon all who escaped the sword. They served him and his sons
until the Persian kingdom rose to power.

21This took place to fulfill the LORD’s message delivered through Jeremiah. The land
experienced its sabbatical years; it remained desolate for seventy years, as prophesied.

Cyrus Allows the Exiles to GoHome
22 In the first year of the reign of King Cyrus of Persia, in fulfillment of the promise

he delivered through Jeremiah, the LORDmoved King Cyrus of Persia to issue a written
decree throughout his kingdom.

23 It read: “This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: ‘The LORD God of the heavens has
given tomeall the kingdomsof the earth. Hehas appointedme tobuild forhima temple
in Jerusalem in Judah. May the LORD your God energize you who belong to his people,
so youmay be able to go back there!”



Ezra 1:1 556 Ezra 2:7

Ezra
The Decree of Cyrus

1 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order to fulfill the LORD’S|strong="H3068"
message spoken through Jeremiah, theLORDstirred themindofKingCyrusofPersia. He
disseminated a proclamation throughout his entire kingdom, announcing in a written
edict the following:

2 “Thus says King Cyrus of Persia:
“ ‘The LORD God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has

instructedme to build a temple for him in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
3 Anyone from his people among you (may his God be with him!) may go up to

Jerusalem, which is in Judah, andmay build the temple of the LORD God of Israel – he is
the God who is in Jerusalem.

4Anyonewho survives in any of those placeswhere he is a resident foreignermust be
helpedbyhisneighborswith silver, gold, equipment, andanimals, alongwithvoluntary
offerings for the temple of God which is in Jerusalem.’ ”

The Exiles Prepare to Return to Jerusalem
5Then the leaders of Judah and Benjamin, along with the priests and the Levites – all

those whose mind God had stirred – got ready to go up in order to build the temple of
the LORD in Jerusalem.

6All their neighbors assisted themwith silver utensils, gold, equipment, animals, and
expensive gifts, not to mention all the voluntary offerings.

7ThenKingCyrusbroughtout thevessels of theLORD’s|strong="H3069" templewhich
Nebuchadnezzar had brought from Jerusalem and had displayed in the temple of his
gods.

8King Cyrus of Persia entrusted them toMithredath the treasurer, who counted them
out to Sheshbazzar the leader of the Judahite exiles.

9The inventory of these items was as follows:
30 gold basins,
1,000 silver basins,
29 silver utensils,
1030 gold bowls,
410 other silver bowls,
and 1,000 other vessels.

11All these gold and silver vessels totaled 5,400. Sheshbazzar brought them all along
when the captives were brought up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

2
1 These are the people of the province who were going up, from the captives of the

exile whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had forced into exile in Babylon. They
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own city.

2 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai,
Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.
The number of Israelites was as follows:
3 the descendants of Parosh: 2,172;
4 the descendants of Shephatiah: 372;
5 the descendants of Arah: 775;
6 the descendants of Pahath-Moab (from the line of Jeshua and Joab): 2,812;
7 the descendants of Elam: 1,254;
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8 the descendants of Zattu: 945;
9 the descendants of Zaccai: 760;
10 the descendants of Bani: 642;
11 the descendants of Bebai: 623;
12 the descendants of Azgad: 1,222;
13 the descendants of Adonikam: 666;
14 the descendants of Bigvai: 2,056;
15 the descendants of Adin: 454;
16 the descendants of Ater (through Hezekiah): 98;
17 the descendants of Bezai: 323;
18 the descendants of Jorah: 112;
19 the descendants of Hashum: 223;
20 the descendants of Gibbar: 95.
21Themen of Bethlehem: 123;
22 the men of Netophah: 56;
23 the men of Anathoth: 128;
24 the men of the family of Azmaveth: 42;
25 the men of Kiriath Jearim, Kephirah and Beeroth: 743;
26 the men of Ramah and Geba: 621;
27 the men of Micmash: 122;
28 the men of Bethel and Ai: 223;
29 the descendants of Nebo: 52;
30 the descendants of Magbish: 156;
31 the descendants of the other Elam: 1,254;
32 the descendants of Harim: 320;
33 the men of Lod, Hadid, and Ono: 725;
34 the men of Jericho: 345;
35 the descendants of Senaah: 3,630.
36The priests: the descendants of Jedaiah (through the family of Jeshua): 973;
37 the descendants of Immer: 1,052;
38 the descendants of Pashhur: 1,247;
39 the descendants of Harim: 1,017.
40TheLevites: thedescendants of JeshuaandKadmiel (through the line ofHodaviah):

74.
41The singers: the descendants of Asaph: 128.
42 The gatekeepers: the descendants of Shallum, the descendants of Ater, the de-

scendants of Talmon, the descendants of Akkub, the descendants of Hatita, and the
descendants of Shobai: 139.

43 The temple servants: the descendants of Ziha, the descendants of Hasupha, the
descendants of Tabbaoth,

44 the descendants of Keros, the descendants of Siaha, the descendants of Padon,
45 the descendants of Lebanah, the descendants of Hagabah, the descendants of

Akkub,
46 the descendants of Hagab, the descendants of Shalmai, the descendants of Hanan,
47 the descendants of Giddel, the descendants of Gahar, the descendants of Reaiah,
48 the descendants of Rezin, the descendants of Nekoda, the descendants of Gazzam,
49 the descendants of Uzzah, the descendants of Paseah, the descendants of Besai,
50 the descendants of Asnah, the descendants ofMeunim, the descendants of Nephus-

sim,
51 the descendants of Bakbuk, the descendants of Hakupha, the descendants of

Harhur,
52 the descendants of Bazluth, the descendants ofMehida, the descendants of Harsha,
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53 the descendants of Barkos, the descendants of Sisera, the descendants of Temah,
54 the descendants of Neziah, and the descendants of Hatipha.
55The descendants of the servants of Solomon: the descendants of Sotai, the descen-

dants of Hassophereth, the descendants of Peruda,
56 the descendants of Jaala, the descendants of Darkon, the descendants of Giddel,
57 the descendants of Shephatiah, the descendants of Hattil, the descendants of

Pokereth-Hazzebaim, and the descendants of Ami.
58All the temple servants and the descendants of the servants of Solomon: 392.
59 These are the ones that came up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Kerub, Addon, and

Immer (although they were unable to certify their family connection or their ancestry,
as to whether they really were from Israel):

60 the descendants of Delaiah, the descendants of Tobiah, and the descendants of
Nekoda: 652.

61 And from among the priests: the descendants of Hobaiah, the descendants of
Hakkoz, and the descendants of Barzillai (who had taken a wife from the daughters of
Barzillai the Gileadite and was called by that name).

62They searched for their records in the genealogicalmaterials, but didnotfind them.
They were therefore excluded from the priesthood.

63 The governor instructed them not to eat any of the sacred food until there was a
priest who could consult the Urim and Thummim.

64The entire group numbered 42,360,
65not counting their male and female servants, who numbered 7,337. They also had

200male and female singers
66and 736 horses, 245mules,
67435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.
68 When they came to the LORD’s temple in Jerusalem, some of the family leaders

offered voluntary offerings for the temple of God in order to rebuild it on its site.
69As they were able, they gave to the treasury for this work 61,000 drachmas of gold,

5,000minas of silver, and 100 priestly robes.
70 The priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the

temple servants lived in their towns, and all the rest of Israel lived in their towns.

3
1When the seventh month arrived and the Israelites were living in their towns, the

people assembled in Jerusalem.
2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his priestly colleagues and Zerubbabel son of

Shealtiel and his colleagues started to build the altar of the God of Israel so they could
offer burnt offerings on it as required by the law of Moses theman of God.

3They established the altar on its foundations, even though theywere in terror of the
local peoples, and they offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, both the morning and
the evening offerings.

4Theyobserved theFestival ofTemporaryShelters as requiredandoffered theproper
number of daily burnt offerings according to the requirement for each day.

5Afterward they offered the continual burnt offerings and those for the new moons
and those for all the holy assemblies of the LORD and all those that were being
voluntarily offered to the LORD.

6 From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the
LORD|strong="H3069". However, the LORD’s|strong="H3069" temple was not at that
time established.

Preparations for Rebuilding the Temple
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7 So they provided money for the masons and carpenters, and food, beverages, and
olive oil for the people of Sidon so that theywould bring cedar timber from Lebanon to
the seaport at Joppa, in accord with the edict of King Cyrus of Persia.

8 In the second year after they had come to the temple of God in Jerusalem, in the
second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak initiated
thework, alongwith the rest of their associates, thepriests and theLevites, andall those
whowere coming to Jerusalem from the exile. They appointed the Levites whowere at
least twenty years old to take charge of the work on the LORD’s temple.

9 So Jeshua appointed both his sons and his relatives, Kadmiel and his sons (the sons
of Yehudah ), to take charge of the workers in the temple of God, along with the sons of
Henadad, their sons, and their relatives the Levites.

10When the builders established the LORD’s temple, the priests, ceremonially attired
andwith their clarions, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with their cymbals, stood to
praise the LORD according to the instructions left by King David of Israel.

11With antiphonal response they sang, praising and glorifying the LORD:
“For he is good;
his loyal love toward Israel is forever.”
All the people gave a loud shout as they praised the LORDwhen the temple of the LORD

was established.
12Many of the priests, the Levites, and the leaders – older people who had seen with

their own eyes the former temple while it was still established –were weeping loudly,
andmany others raised their voice in a joyous shout.

13Peoplewere unable to tell the difference between the sound of joyous shouting and
the soundof thepeople’sweeping, for thepeoplewere shouting so loudly that the sound
was heard a long way off.

4
1 When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin learned that the former exiles were

building a temple for the LORD God of Israel,
2 they came to Zerubbabel and the leaders and said to them, “Let us help you build,

for like youwe seek yourGod andwehave been sacrificing to him from the time of King
Esarhaddon of Assyria, who brought us here.”

3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the leaders of Israel said to them, “You have
no right to helpus build the temple of ourGod. Wewill build it by ourselves for theLORD
God of Israel, just as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, has commanded us.”

4 Then the local people began to discourage the people of Judah and to dishearten
them from building.

5Theywere hiring advisers to oppose them, so as to frustrate their plans, throughout
the time of King Cyrus of Persia until the reign of King Darius of Persia.

Official Complaints Are Lodged Against the Jews
6 At the beginning of the reign of Ahasuerus they filed an accusation against the

inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.
7 And during the reign of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of

their colleagues wrote to King Artaxerxes of Persia. This letter was first written in
Aramaic but then translated.
[Aramaic:]
8RehumthecommanderandShimshai the scribewrotea letter concerning Jerusalem

to King Artaxerxes as follows:
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9 From Rehum the commander, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their colleagues
– the judges, the rulers, the officials, the secretaries, the Erechites, the Babylonians, the
people of Susa (that is, the Elamites),

10 and the rest of nations whom the great and noble Ashurbanipal deported and
settled in the cities of Samaria and other places in Trans-Euphrates.

11 (This is a copy of the letter they sent to him:)
“To King Artaxerxes, from your servants in Trans-Euphrates:
12Now let the king be aware that the Jews who came up to us from you have gone to

Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and odious city. They are completing its
walls and repairing its foundations.

13 Let the king also be aware that if this city is built and its walls are completed, no
more tax, custom, or toll will be paid, and the royal treasury will suffer loss.

14 In light of the fact that we are loyal to the king, and since it does not seem
appropriate to us that the king should sustain damage, we are sending the king this
information

15 so that he may initiate a search of the records of his predecessors and discover
in those records that this city is rebellious and injurious to both kings and provinces,
producing internal revolts from long ago. It is for this very reason that this city was
destroyed.

16 We therefore are informing the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are
completed, you will not retain control of this portion of Trans-Euphrates.”

17The king sent the following response:
“To Rehum the commander, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their colleagues who

live in Samaria and other parts of Trans-Euphrates: Greetings!
18The letter you sent to us has been translated and read inmy presence.
19 So I gave orders, and it was determined that this city from long ago has been

engaging in insurrection against kings. It has continually engaged in rebellion and
revolt.

20 Powerful kings have been over Jerusalem who ruled throughout the entire Trans-
Euphrates and whowere the beneficiaries of tribute, custom, and toll.

21Now give orders that these men cease their work and that this city not be rebuilt
until such time as I so instruct.

22 Exercise appropriate caution so that there is no negligence in this matter. Why
should danger increase to the point that kings sustain damage?”

23 Then, as soon as the copy of the letter from King Artaxerxes was read in the
presenceofRehum, Shimshai the scribe, and their colleagues, theyproceededpromptly
to the Jews in Jerusalem and stopped themwith threat of armed force.

24 So the work on the temple of God in Jerusalem came to a halt. It remained halted
until the second year of the reign of King Darius of Persia.

5
1 Then the prophets Haggai and Zechariah son of Iddo prophesied concerning the

Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel who was over
them.

2Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak began to rebuild
the temple of God in Jerusalem. The prophets of Godwerewith them, supporting them.

3 At that time Tattenai governor of Trans-Euphrates, Shethar-Bozenai, and their
colleagues came to themand asked, “Whogave you authority to rebuild this temple and
to complete this structure?”

4 They also asked them, “What are the names of the men who are building this
edifice?”
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5 But God was watching over the elders of Judah, and they were not stopped until a
report could be dispatched to Darius and a letter could be sent back concerning this.

6 This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai governor of Trans-Euphrates, Shethar-
Bozenai, and his colleagues who were the officials of Trans-Euphrates sent to King
Darius.

7The report they sent to himwas written as follows:
“To King Darius: All greetings!
8Let it be known to the king that we have gone to the province of Judah, to the temple

of the great God. It is being built with large stones, and timbers are being placed in the
walls. This work is being done with all diligence and is prospering in their hands.

9We inquired of those elders, asking them, ‘Who gave you the authority to rebuild
this temple and to complete this structure?’

10We also inquired of their names in order to inform you, so that wemight write the
names of themenwhowere their leaders.

11 They responded to us in the following way: ‘We are servants of the God of heaven
and earth. We are rebuilding the temple whichwas previously built many years ago. A
great king of Israel built it and completed it.

12 But after our ancestors angered the God of heaven, he delivered them into the
hands of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this temple
and exiled the people to Babylon.

13But in thefirst year ofKingCyrus ofBabylon, KingCyrus enactedadecree to rebuild
this temple of God.

14 Even the gold and silver vessels of the temple of God that Nebuchadnezzar had
taken from the temple in Jerusalem and had brought to the palace of Babylon – even
those things King Cyrus brought from the palace of Babylon and presented to aman by
the name of Sheshbazzar whom he had appointed as governor.

15He said to him, “Take these vessels and go deposit them in the temple in Jerusalem,
and let the house of God be rebuilt in its proper location.”

16 Then this Sheshbazzar went and laid the foundations of the temple of God in
Jerusalem. From that time to the present moment it has been in the process of being
rebuilt, although it is not yet finished.’

17 “Now if the king is so inclined, let a search be conducted in the royal archives there
in Babylon in order to determine whether King Cyrus did in fact issue orders for this
temple ofGod tobe rebuilt in Jerusalem. Then let theking sendusadecision concerning
this matter.”

6
1 So Darius the king issued orders, and they searched in the archives of the treasury

which were deposited there in Babylon.
2A scroll was found in the citadel of Ecbatana which is in the province of Media, and

it was inscribed as follows:
“Memorandum:
3 In the first year of his reign, King Cyrus gave orders concerning the temple of God

in Jerusalem: ‘Let the temple be rebuilt as a place where sacrifices are offered. Let its
foundations be set in place. Its height is to be ninety feet and its width ninety feet,

4 with three layers of large stones and one layer of timber. The expense is to be
subsidized by the royal treasury.

5 Furthermore let the gold and silver vessels of the temple of God, which Nebuchad-
nezzar brought from the temple in Jerusalem and carried to Babylon, be returned and
brought to their proper place in the temple in Jerusalem. Let them be deposited in the
temple of God.’



Ezra 6:6 562 Ezra 7:1

6 “Now Tattenai governor of Trans-Euphrates, Shethar Bozenai, and their colleagues,
the officials of Trans-Euphrates – all of you stay far away from there!

7 Leave the work on this temple of God alone. Let the governor of the Jews and the
elders of the Jews rebuild this temple of God in its proper place.

8 “I also hereby issue orders as to what you are to do with those elders of the Jews in
order to rebuild this temple of God. From the royal treasury, from the taxes of Trans-
Euphrates the complete costs are to be given to these men, so that there may be no
interruption of the work.

9Whatever is needed –whether oxen or rams or lambs or burnt offerings for the God
of heavenorwheat or salt orwine or oil, as requiredby thepriestswhoare in Jerusalem
–must be given to them daily without any neglect,

10 so that they may be offering incense to the God of heaven and may be praying for
the good fortune of the king and his family.

11 “I hereby give orders that if anyone changes this directive a beam is to be pulled
out from his house and he is to be raised up and impaled on it, and his house is to be
reduced to a rubbish heap for this indiscretion.

12May God who makes his name to reside there overthrow any king or nation who
reaches out to cause such change so as to destroy this temple of God in Jerusalem. I,
Darius, have given orders. Let them be carried out with precision!”

The Temple Is Finally Dedicated
13Then Tattenai governor of Trans-Euphrates, Shethar-Bozenai, and their colleagues

acted accordingly –with precision, just as Darius the king had given instructions.
14 The elders of the Jews continued building and prospering, while at the same time

Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo continued prophesying. They built
and brought it to completion by the command of the God of Israel and by the command
of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia.

15Theyfinished this temple on the third day of themonthAdar,which is the sixth year
of the reign of King Darius.

16 The people of Israel – the priests, the Levites, and the rest of the exiles – observed
the dedication of this temple of God with joy.

17 For the dedication of this temple of God they offered one hundred bulls, two
hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and twelve male goats for the sin of all Israel,
according to the number of the tribes of Israel.

18They appointed the priests by their divisions and the Levites by their divisions over
the worship of God at Jerusalem, in accord with the book of Moses.

19The exiles observed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month.
20 The priests and the Levites had purified themselves, every last one, and they all

were ceremonially pure. They sacrificed the Passover lamb for all the exiles, for their
colleagues the priests, and for themselves.

21The Israeliteswhowere returning from the exile ate it, alongwith all thosewhohad
joined them in separating themselves from the uncleanness of the nations of the land
to seek the LORD|strong="H3069" God of Israel.

22They observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days with joy, for the LORD
had given them joy and had changed the opinion of the king of Assyria toward them, so
that he assisted them in the work on the temple of God, the God of Israel.

7
1Nowafter these things had happened, during the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia,

Ezra came up from Babylon. Ezra was the son of Seraiah, who was the son of Azariah,
who was the son of Hilkiah,
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2whowas the son of Shallum, whowas the son of Zadok, whowas the son of Ahitub,
3 who was the son of Amariah, who was the son of Azariah, who was the son of

Meraioth,
4whowas the son of Zerahiah, whowas the son of Uzzi, who was the son of Bukki,
5 who was the son of Abishua, who was the son of Phinehas, who was the son of

Eleazar, who was the son of Aaron the chief priest.
6This Ezra is the one who came up from Babylon. He was a scribe whowas skilled in

the law of Moses which the LORD God of Israel had given. The king supplied him with
everything he requested, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him.

7 In the seventh year of King Artaxerxes, Ezra brought up to Jerusalem some of the
Israelites and some of the priests, the Levites, the attendants, the gatekeepers, and the
temple servants.

8He entered Jerusalem in the fifthmonth of the seventh year of the king.
9 On the first day of the first month he had determined to make the ascent from

Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month he arrived at Jerusalem, for the good
hand of his God was on him.

10NowEzrahaddedicatedhimself to the studyof the lawof theLORD|strong="H3069",
to its observance, and to teaching its statutes and judgments in Israel.

Artaxerxes Gives Official Endorsement to Ezra’sMission
11What follows is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priestly

scribe. Ezra was a scribe in matters pertaining to the commandments of the LORD and
his statutes over Israel:

12
“Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, a scribe of the perfect law of the God of

heaven:
13 I have now issued a decree that anyone in my kingdom from the people of Israel –

even the priests and Levites –whowishes to do somay go upwith you to Jerusalem.
14You are authorized by the king and his seven advisers to inquire concerning Judah

and Jerusalem, according to the law of your Godwhich is in your possession,
15and tobring silver andgoldwhich theking andhis advisers have freely contributed

to the God of Israel, who resides in Jerusalem,
16 along with all the silver and gold that you may collect throughout all the province

of Babylon and the contributions of the people and the priests for the temple of their
God which is in Jerusalem.

17With thismoney you should be sure to purchase bulls, rams, and lambs, alongwith
the appropriate meal offerings and libations. You should bring them to the altar of the
temple of your Godwhich is in Jerusalem.

18You may do whatever seems appropriate to you and your colleagues with the rest
of the silver and the gold, in keeping with the will of your God.

19Deliver to the God of Jerusalem the vessels that are given to you for the service of
the temple of your God.

20 The rest of the needs for the temple of your God that you may have to supply, you
may do so from the royal treasury.

21 “I, King Artaxerxes, hereby issue orders to all the treasurers of Trans-Euphrates,
that youprecisely execute all that Ezra thepriestly scribeof the lawof theGodofheaven
may request of you –

22 up to 100 talents of silver, 100 cors of wheat, 100 baths of wine, 100 baths of olive
oil, and unlimited salt.

23 Everything that the God of heaven has required should be precisely done for the
temple of the God of heaven. Why should there bewrath against the empire of the king
and his sons?
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24Furthermore, be aware of the fact that youhaveno authority to impose tax, tribute,
or toll on any of the priests, the Levites, the musicians, the doorkeepers, the temple
servants, or the attendants at the temple of this God.

25“Nowyou, Ezra, inkeepingwith thewisdomofyourGodwhichyoupossess, appoint
judges and court officials who can arbitrate cases on behalf of all the people who are
in Trans-Euphrates who know the laws of your God. Those who do not know this law
should be taught.

26 Everyone who does not observe both the law of your God and the law of the king
will be completely liable to the appropriate penalty, whether it is death or banishment
or confiscation of property or detainment in prison.”

27
Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who so moved in the heart of the king to so

honor the temple of the LORD which is in Jerusalem!
28 He has also conferred his favor on me before the king, his advisers, and all the

influential leaders of the king. I gained strength as the hand of the LORD my God was
onme, and I gathered leaders from Israel to go up withme.

8
1These are the leaders and those enrolled with them by genealogy whowere coming

upwithme from Babylon during the reign of King Artaxerxes:
2 from the descendants of Phinehas, Gershom;
from the descendants of Ithamar, Daniel;
from the descendants of David, Hattush
3 the son of Shecaniah;
from thedescendants of Parosh, Zechariah, andwithhimwere enrolledby genealogy

150men;
4 from thedescendants of Pahath-Moab, Eliehoenai sonof Zerahiah, andwithhim200

men;
5 from the descendants of Zattu, Shecaniah son of Jahaziel, and with him 300men;
6 from the descendants of Adin, Ebed son of Jonathan, and with him 50men;
7 from the descendants of Elam, Jeshaiah son of Athaliah, and with him 70men;
8 from thedescendants of Shephatiah, Zebadiah sonofMichael, andwithhim80men;
9 from the descendants of Joab, Obadiah son of Jehiel, and with him 218men;
10 from the descendants of Bani, Shelomith son of Josiphiah, and with him 160men;
11 from the descendants of Bebai, Zechariah son of Bebai, and with him 28men;
12 from the descendants of Azgad, Johanan son of Hakkatan, and with him 110men;
13 from the descendants of Adonikam there were the latter ones. Their names were

Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah, and with them 60men;
14 from the descendants of Bigvai, Uthai, and Zaccur, and with them 70men.
The Exiles Travel to Jerusalem

15 I had them assemble at the canal that flows toward Ahava, and we camped there
for three days. I observed that the people and the priests were present, but I found no
Levites there.

16So I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah,
andMeshullam, whowere leaders, and Joiarib and Elnathan, whowere teachers.

17 I sent them to Iddo, who was the leader in the place called Casiphia. I told them
what to say to Iddo and his relatives, whowere the temple servants in Casiphia, so they
would bring us attendants for the temple of our God.

18Due to the fact that the good hand of our God was on us, they brought us a skilled
man, from the descendants of Mahli the son of Levi son of Israel. This man was
Sherebiah, whowas accompanied by his sons and brothers, 18 men,
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19 and Hashabiah, along with Jeshaiah from the descendants of Merari, with his
brothers and their sons, 20 men,

20and some of the temple servants that David and his officials had established for the
work of the Levites – 220 of them. They were all designated by name.

21 I called for a fast there by the Ahava Canal, so that we might humble ourselves
before our God and seek from him a safe journey for us, our children, and all our
property.

22 I was embarrassed to request soldiers and horsemen from the king to protect us
from the enemy along the way, because we had said to the king, “The good hand of our
God is on everyone who is seeking him, but his great anger is against everyone who
forsakes him.”

23 So we fasted and prayed to our God about this, and he answered us.
24Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests, together with Sherebiah, Hashabiah,

and ten of their brothers,
25 and I weighed out to them the silver, the gold, and the vessels intended for the

temple of our God – items that the king, his advisers, his officials, and all Israel who
were present had contributed.

26 I weighed out to them 650 talents of silver, silver vessels worth 100 talents, 100
talents of gold,

27 20 gold bowls worth 1,000 darics, and two exquisite vessels of gleaming bronze, as
valuable as gold.

28 Then I said to them, “You are holy to the LORD, just as these vessels are holy. The
silver and the gold are a voluntary offering to the LORD, the God of your fathers.

29Be carefulwith themandprotect them, until youweigh themout before the leading
priests and the Levites and the family leaders of Israel in Jerusalem, in the storerooms
of the temple of the LORD.”

30 Then the priests and the Levites took charge of the silver, the gold, and the vessels
that had been weighed out, to transport them to Jerusalem to the temple of our God.

31On the twelfth day of the first month we began traveling from the Ahava Canal to
go to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he delivered us from our enemy
and from bandits along the way.

32 So we came to Jerusalem, and we stayed there for three days.
33On the fourth dayweweighedout the silver, the gold, and the vessels in thehouse of

ourGod into the care ofMeremoth son of Uriah, the priest, and Eleazar son of Phinehas,
whowere accompanied by Jozabad son of Jeshua andNoadiah son of Binnui, whowere
Levites.

34Everythingwas verifiedbynumber andbyweight, and the totalweightwaswritten
down at that time.

35The exileswhowere returning from the captivity offeredburnt offerings to theGod
of Israel – twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven male lambs, along
with twelvemale goats as a sin offering. All this was a burnt offering to the LORD.

36 Then they presented the decrees of the king to the king’s satraps and to the
governors of Trans-Euphrates, who gave help to the people and to the temple of God.

9
1Now when these things had been completed, the leaders approached me and said,

“The people of Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated themselves from
the local residentswho practice detestable things similar to those of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and
the Amorites.
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2 Indeed, they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for
their sons, so that theholy racehasbecome intermingledwith the local residents. Worse
still, the leaders and the officials have been at the forefront of all of this!”

3When I heard this report, I tore my tunic and my robe and ripped out some of the
hair frommy head and beard. Then I sat down, quite devastated.

4 Everyone who held the words of the God of Israel in awe gathered around me
because of the unfaithful acts of the people of the exile. Devastated, I continued to sit
there until the evening offering.

5At the time of the evening offering I got up from my self-abasement, with my tunic
and robe torn, and then dropped tomyknees and spreadmyhands to the LORDmyGod.

6 I prayed,
“O my God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face to you, my God! For our

iniquities have climbed higher than our heads, and our guilt extends to the heavens.
7 From the days of our fathers until this very day our guilt has been great. Because

of our iniquities we, along with our kings and priests, have been delivered over by the
local kings to sword, captivity, plunder, and embarrassment – right up to the present
time.

8 “But now briefly we have receivedmercy from the LORD our God, in that he has left
us a remnant and has given us a secure position in his holy place. Thus our God has
enlightened our eyes and has given us a little relief in our time of servitude.

9 Although we are slaves, our God has not abandoned us in our servitude. He has
extended kindness to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, in that he has revived us to
restore the temple of our God and to raise up its ruins and to give us a protectivewall in
Judah and Jerusalem.

10 “And now what are we able to say after this, our God? For we have forsaken your
commandments

11which you commanded us through your servants the prophets with these words:
‘The land that you are entering to possess is a land defiled by the impurities of the local
residents! With their abominations they have filled it from one end to the other with
their filthiness.

12Thereforedonotgiveyourdaughters inmarriage to their sons, anddonot take their
daughters inmarriage foryour sons. Donot ever seek theirpeaceorwelfare, so that you
may be strong and may eat the good of the land and may leave it as an inheritance for
your children forever.’

13 “Everything that has happened to us has come about because of ourwicked actions
andourgreat guilt. Even so, ourGod, youhaveexercised restraint towardour iniquities
and have given us a remnant such as this.

14 Shall we once again break your commandments and intermarry with these abom-
inable peoples? Would you not be so angered by us that youwouldwipe us out, with no
survivor or remnant?

15OLORDGodof Israel, youare righteous, forweare left asa remnant thisday. Indeed,
we stand before you in our guilt. However, because of this guilt no one can really stand
before you.”

10
1 While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing himself to the

ground before the temple of God, a very large crowd of Israelites – men, women, and
children alike – gathered around him. The people wept loudly.

2Then Shecaniah son of Jehiel, from the descendants of Elam, addressed Ezra:
“We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the local

peoples. Nonetheless, there is still hope for Israel in this regard.
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3 Therefore let us enact a covenant with our God to send away all these women and
their offspring, in keepingwith your counsel,my lord, and that of thosewho respect the
commandments of our God. And let it be done according to the law.

4 Get up, for this matter concerns you. We are with you, so be strong and act
decisively!”

5 So Ezra got up and made the leading priests and Levites and all Israel take an oath
to carry out this plan. And they all took a solemn oath.

6 Then Ezra got up from in front of the temple of God and went to the room of
Jehohanan son of Eliashib. While he stayed there, he did not eat food or drink water,
for he was inmourning over the infidelity of the exiles.

7A proclamation was circulated throughout Judah and Jerusalem that all the exiles
were to be assembled in Jerusalem.

8Everyonewhodid not comewithin three dayswould thereby forfeit all his property,
in keeping with the counsel of the officials and the elders. Furthermore, he himself
would be excluded from the assembly of the exiles.

9 All the men of Judah and Benjamin were gathered in Jerusalem within the three
days. (It was in the ninthmonth, on the twentieth day of that month.) All the people sat
in the square at the temple of God, trembling because of this matter and because of the
rains.

10Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have behaved in an unfaithful
manner by taking foreign wives! This has contributed to the guilt of Israel.

11 Now give praise to the LORD God of your fathers, and do his will. Separate
yourselves from the local residents and from these foreign wives.”

12All the assembly replied in a loud voice: “Wewill do just as you have said!
13 However, the people are numerous and it is the rainy season. We are unable to

stand here outside. Furthermore, this business cannot be resolved in a day or two, for
we have sinned greatly in this matter.

14 Let our leaders take steps on behalf of all the assembly. Let all those in our towns
whohavemarried foreignwomen comeat an appointed time, andwith them the elders
of each townand its judges, until the hot anger of ourGod is turned away fromus in this
matter.”

15Only Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvahwere against this, assisted
byMeshullam and Shabbethai the Levite.

16 So the exiles proceeded accordingly. Ezra the priest separated out by name men
who were leaders in their family groups. They sat down to consider this matter on the
first day of the tenthmonth,

17 and on the first day of the first month they finished considering all the men who
hadmarried foreign wives.

ThoseWhoHad Taken ForeignWives
18 It was determined that from the descendants of the priests, the following had

taken foreign wives: from the descendants of Jeshua son of Jozadak, and his brothers:
Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah.

19 (They gave theirword to send away theirwives; their guilt offeringwas a ram from
the flock for their guilt.)

20From the descendants of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah.
21From the descendants of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah.
22From the descendants of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad,

and Elasah.
23 From the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (also known as Kelita), Pethahiah,

Judah, and Eliezer.
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24From the singers: Eliashib. From the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and Uri.
25 From the Israelites: from the descendants of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah,

Mijamin, Eleazar, Malkijah, and Benaiah.
26 From the descendants of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and

Elijah.
27From thedescendants of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib,Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and

Aziza.
28From the descendants of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai.
29 From the descendants of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and

Jeremoth.
30FromthedescendantsofPahath-Moab: Adna,Kelal, Benaiah,Maaseiah,Mattaniah,

Bezalel, Binnui, andManasseh.
31From the descendants of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,
32Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah.
33 From the descendants of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai,

Manasseh, and Shimei.
34From the descendants of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel,
35Benaiah, Bedeiah, Keluhi,
36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu.
38From the descendants of Binnui: Shimei,
39 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,
40Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43 From the descendants of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, Joel, and

Benaiah.
44 All these had taken foreign wives, and some of them also had children by these

women.
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Nehemiah
A Prayer of Nehemiah

1These are the words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah:
It so happened that in the month of Kislev, in the twentieth year, I was in Susa the

citadel.
2Hanani, whowas one ofmy relatives, alongwith some of themen from Judah, came

to me, and I asked them about the Jews who had escaped and had survived the exile,
and about Jerusalem.

3 They said to me, “The remnant that remains from the exile there in the province
are experiencing considerable adversity and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem lies
breached, and its gates have been burned down!”

4 When I heard these things I sat down abruptly, crying and mourning for several
days. I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven.

5 Then I said, “Please, O LORD|strong="H3069" God of heaven, great and awesome
God, who keeps his loving covenant with those who love him and obey his command-
ments,

6may your ear be attentive and your eyes be open to hear the prayer of your servant
that I ampraying to you today throughout bothday andnight onbehalf of your servants
the Israelites. I am confessing the sins of the Israelites that we have committed against
you – both I myself andmy family have sinned.

7 We have behaved corruptly against you, not obeying the commandments, the
statutes, and the judgments that you commanded your servant Moses.

8Please recall theword you commanded your servantMoses: ‘If you act unfaithfully,
I will scatter you among the nations.

9 But if you repent and obey my commandments and do them, then even if your
dispersed people are in the most remote location, I will gather them from there and
bring them to the place I have chosen for my name to reside.’

10They are your servants and your people, whomyouhave redeemedby yourmighty
strength and by your powerful hand.

11Please, O Lord, listen attentively to the prayer of your servant and to the prayer of
your servants who take pleasure in showing respect to your name. Grant your servant
success today and show compassion to me in the presence of this man.”
Now I was cupbearer for the king.

2
1 Then in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine

was brought to me, I took the wine and gave it to the king. Previously I had not been
depressed in the king’s presence.

2 So the king said to me, “Why do you appear to be depressed when you aren’t sick?
What can this be other than sadness of heart?” This mademe very fearful.

3 I replied to the king, “O king, live forever! Why would I not appear dejected when
the city with the graves of my ancestors lies desolate and its gates destroyed by fire?”

4The king responded, “What is it you are seeking?” Then I quickly prayed to the God
of heaven

5 and said to the king, “If the king is so inclined and if your servant has found favor
in your sight, dispatchme to Judah, to the city with the graves of my ancestors, so that I
can rebuild it.”
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6 Then the king, with his consort sitting beside him, replied, “How long would your
trip take, and when would you return?” Since the king was amenable to dispatching
me, I gave him a time.

7 I said to the king, “If the king is so inclined, let him giveme letters for the governors
of Trans-Euphrates that will enable me to travel safely until I reach Judah,

8 and a letter for Asaph the keeper of the king’s nature preserve, so that he will give
me timber for beams for the gates of the fortress adjacent to the temple and for the city
wall and for the house to which I go.” So the king granted me these requests, for the
good hand of my Godwas onme.

9Then Iwent to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, and I presented to them the letters
from the king. The king had sent withme officers of the army and horsemen.

10When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard all this, they
were very displeased that someone had come to seek benefit for the Israelites.

Nehemiah Arrives in Jerusalem
11 So I came to Jerusalem. When I had been there for three days,
12 I got up during the night, along with a few men who were with me. But I did not

tell anyone what my God was putting on my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no
animals withme, except for the one I was riding.

13 I proceeded through the Valley Gate by night, in the direction of the Well of the
Dragons and the Dung Gate, inspecting the walls of Jerusalem that had been breached
and its gates that had been destroyed by fire.

14 I passed on to the Gate of theWell and the King’s Pool, where therewas not enough
room for my animal to pass withme.

15 I continued up the valley during the night, inspecting the wall. Then I turned back
and came to the Valley Gate, and so returned.

16The officials did not knowwhere I had gone orwhat I had been doing, for up to this
point I had not told any of the Jews or the priests or the nobles or the officials or the rest
of the workers.

17Then I said to them, “You see the problem that we have: Jerusalem is desolate and
its gates are burned. Come on! Let’s rebuild the wall of Jerusalem so that this reproach
will not continue.”

18Then I related to them how the good hand of my Godwas onme andwhat the king
had said to me. Then they replied, “Let’s begin rebuilding right away!” So they readied
themselves for this good project.

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the
Arab heard all this, they derided us and expressed contempt toward us. They said,
“What is this you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?”

20 I responded to themby saying, “TheGod of heavenwill prosper us. We his servants
will start the rebuilding. But you have no just or ancient right in Jerusalem.”

3
1 Then Eliashib the high priest and his priestly colleagues arose and built the Sheep

Gate. They dedicated it and erected its doors, working as far as the Tower of the
Hundred and the Tower of Hananel.

2Themen of Jericho built adjacent to it, and Zaccur son of Imri built adjacent to them.
3The sons of Hassenaah rebuilt the Fish Gate. They laid its beams and positioned its

doors, its bolts, and its bars.
4Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakoz, worked on the section adjacent to them.

Meshullam son of Berechiah the son ofMeshezabelworked on the section next to them.
And Zadok son of Baana worked on the section adjacent to them.
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5 The men of Tekoa worked on the section adjacent to them, but their town leaders
would not assist with the work of their master.

6 Joiada son of Paseah andMeshullam son of Besodeiahworked on the JeshanahGate.
They laid its beams and positioned its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

7Adjacent to them worked Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, who
were men of Gibeon and Mizpah. These towns were under the jurisdiction of the
governor of Trans-Euphrates.

8 Uzziel son of Harhaiah, a member of the goldsmiths’ guild, worked on the section
adjacent to him. Hananiah, a member of the perfumers’ guild, worked on the section
adjacent to him. They plastered the city wall of Jerusalem as far as the BroadWall.

9 Rephaiah son of Hur, head of a half-district of Jerusalem, worked on the section
adjacent to them.

10 Jedaiah son of Harumaph worked on the section adjacent to them opposite his
house, and Hattush son of Hashabneiah worked on the section adjacent to him.

11Malkijah sonofHarimandHasshubsonofPahath-Moabworkedonanother section
and the Tower of the Fire Pots.

12 Shallum son of Hallohesh, head of a half-district of Jerusalem, worked on the
section adjacent to him, assisted by his daughters.

13Hanun and the residents of Zanoah worked on the Valley Gate. They rebuilt it and
positioned its doors, its bolts, and its bars, in addition to working on fifteen hundred
feet of the wall as far as the Dung Gate.

14Malkijah son of Recab, head of the district of Beth Hakkerem, worked on the Dung
Gate. He rebuilt it and positioned its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

15 Shallun son of Col-Hozeh, head of the district of Mizpah, worked on the Fountain
Gate. He rebuilt it, put on its roof, and positioned its doors, its bolts, and its bars. In
addition, he rebuilt thewall of the Pool of Siloam, by the royal garden, as far as the steps
that go down from the City of David.

16Nehemiah son of Azbuk, head of a half-district of Beth Zur, worked after him as far
as the tombs of David and the artificial pool and the House of theWarriors.

17After him the Levites worked – Rehum son of Bani and after him Hashabiah, head
of half the district of Keilah, for his district.

18After him their relatives worked – Binnui son of Henadad, head of a half-district of
Keilah.

19 Adjacent to him Ezer son of Jeshua, head of Mizpah, worked on another section,
opposite the ascent to the armory at the buttress.

20After himBaruch son of Zabbaiworked on another section, from the buttress to the
door of the house of Eliashib the high priest.

21 After him Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, worked on another section
from the door of Eliashib’s house to the end of it.

22After him the priests worked, men of the nearby district.
23 After them Benjamin and Hasshub worked opposite their house. After them

Azariah son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, worked near his house.
24 After him Binnui son of Henadad worked on another section, from the house of

Azariah to the buttress and the corner.
25 After him Palal son of Uzai worked opposite the buttress and the tower that

protrudes from the upper palace of the court of the guard. After him Pedaiah son of
Parosh

26 and the temple servants who were living on Ophel worked up to the area opposite
theWater Gate toward the east and the protruding tower.

27After them the men of Tekoa worked on another section, from opposite the great
protruding tower to the wall of Ophel.
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28Above the Horse Gate the priests worked, each in front of his house.
29After themZadok sonof Immerworkedoppositehishouse, andafterhimShemaiah

son of Shecaniah, guard at the East Gate, worked.
30After himHananiah son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, worked

on another section. After them Meshullam son of Berechiah worked opposite his
quarters.

31After himMalkijah, one of the goldsmiths, worked as far as the house of the temple
servants and the traders, opposite the Inspection Gate, and up to the room above the
corner.

32 And between the room above the corner and the Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and
traders worked.

4
1Nowwhen Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall he became angry and

was quite upset. He derided the Jews,
2 and in the presence of his colleagues and the army of Samaria he said, “What are

these feeble Jews doing? Will they be left to themselves? Will they again offer sacrifice?
Will they finish this in a day? Can they bring these burnt stones to life again from piles
of dust?”

3Then Tobiah the Ammonite, who was close by, said, “If even a fox were to climb up
onwhat they are building, it would break down their wall of stones!”

4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised! Return their reproach on their own head!
Reduce them to plunder in a land of exile!

5Do not cover their iniquity, and do notwipe out their sin frombefore them. For they
have bitterly offended the builders!

6 So we rebuilt the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height.
The people were enthusiastic in their work.

7When Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the people of Ashdod heard
that the restoration of the walls of Jerusalem had moved ahead and that the breaches
had begun to be closed, they were very angry.

8All of them conspired together to move with armed forces against Jerusalem and to
create a disturbance in it.

9Sowe prayed to our God and stationed a guard to protect against themboth day and
night.

10Then those in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers has failed! The debris is so
great that we are unable to rebuild the wall.”

11 Our adversaries also boasted, “Before they are aware or anticipate anything, we
will come in among them and kill them, and wewill bring this work to a halt!”

12 So it happened that the Jews who were living near them came and warned us
repeatedly about all the schemes they were plotting against us.

13 So I stationed people at the lower places behind the wall in the exposed places. I
stationed the people by families, with their swords, spears, and bows.

14When I hadmade an inspection, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials, and
the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the great andawesomeLord,
and fight on behalf of your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your
families!”

15 It so happened that when our adversaries heard that we were aware of these
matters, God frustrated their intentions. Then all of us returned to the wall, each to
his ownwork.

16From that day forward, half ofmymenwere doing thework and half of themwere
taking up spears, shields, bows, and body armor. Now the officers were behind all the
people of Judah
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17who were rebuilding the wall. Those who were carrying loads did so by keeping
one hand on the work and the other on their weapon.

18 The builders to a man had their swords strapped to their sides while they were
building. But the trumpeter remained withme.

19 I said to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the people, “Thework is demanding
and extensive, and we are spread out on the wall, far removed from one another.

20Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather there with us. Our God will
fight for us!”

21 So weworked on, with half holding spears, from dawn till dusk.
22 At that time I instructed the people, “Let every man and his coworker spend the

night in Jerusalem and let them be guards for us by night and workers by day.
23 We did not change clothes – not I, nor my relatives, nor my workers, nor the

watchmen who were with me. Each had his weapon, even when getting a drink of
water.

5
1 Then there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against their fellow

Jews.
2 There were those who said, “With our sons and daughters, we are many. We must

obtain grain in order to eat and stay alive.”
3 There were others who said, “We are putting up our fields, our vineyards, and our

houses as collateral in order to obtain grain during the famine.”
4Then there were those who said, “We have borrowedmoney to pay our taxes to the

king on our fields and our vineyards.
5And now, thoughwe share the same flesh and blood as our fellow countrymen, and

our children are just like their children, still we have found it necessary to subject our
sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters have been subjected to slavery,
while we are powerless to help, since our fields and vineyards now belong to other
people.”

6 I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints.
7 I considered these things carefully and then registered a complaintwith thewealthy

and the officials. I said to them, “Each one of you is seizing the collateral fromyour own
countrymen!” Because of them I called for a great public assembly.

8 I said to them, “To the extent possiblewe have bought back our fellow Jewswho had
been sold to the Gentiles. But now you yourselves want to sell your own countrymen,
so that we can then buy themback!” Theywere utterly silent, and could find nothing to
say.

9 Then I said, “The thing that you are doing is wrong! Should you not conduct
yourselves in the fear of our God in order to avoid the reproach of the Gentiles who
are our enemies?

10Even I andmy relatives andmy associates are lending themmoney and grain. But
let us abandon this practice of seizing collateral!

11This very day return to them their fields, their vineyards, their olive trees, and their
houses, alongwith the interest that youare exacting from themon themoney, the grain,
the newwine, and the olive oil.”

12They replied, “Wewill return these things, andwewill no longer demand anything
from them. We will do just as you say.” Then I called the priests and made the wealthy
and the officials swear to do what had been promised.

13 I also shook out my garment, and I said, “In this way may God shake out from his
houseandhispropertyeverypersonwhodoesnot carryout thismatter. In thiswaymay
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he be shaken out and emptied!” All the assembly replied, “So be it!” and they praised
the LORD. Then the people did as they had promised.

14 From the day that I was appointed governor in the land of Judah, that is, from the
twentieth year until the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes – twelve years in all –
neither I nor my relatives ate the food allotted to the governor.

15 But the former governors who preceded me had burdened the people and had
taken food and wine from them, in addition to forty shekels of silver. Their associates
were also domineering over the people. But I did not behave in this way, due tomy fear
of God.

16 I gave myself to the work on this wall, without even purchasing a field. All my
associates were gathered there for the work.

17Therewere 150 Jews and officialswho dinedwithme routinely, in addition to those
who came to us from the nations all around us.

18Every day one ox, six select sheep, and somebirdswere prepared forme, and every
ten days all kinds of wine in abundance. Despite all this I did not require the food
allotted to the governor, for the work was demanding on this people.

19Please rememberme for good, Omy God, for all that I have done for this people.

6
1When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard that I

had rebuilt thewall and no breach remained in it (even though up to that time I had not
positioned doors in the gates),

2Sanballat and Geshem sentword tome saying, “Come on! Let’s set up a time tomeet
together at Kephirim in the plain of Ono.” Now they intended to dome harm.

3 So I sent messengers to them saying, “I am engaged in an important work, and I am
unable to comedown. Why should thework come to ahaltwhen I leave it to comedown
to you?”

4They contactedme four times in this way, and I responded the sameway each time.
5Thefifth time that Sanballat sent his assistant tome in thisway, hehadanopen letter

in his hand.
6Written in it were the following words:
“Among the nations it is rumored (and Geshem has substantiated this) that you and

the Jews have intentions of revolting, and for this reason you are building the wall.
Furthermore, according to these rumors you are going to become their king.

7 You have also established prophets to announce in Jerusalem on your behalf, ‘We
have a king in Judah!’ Now the king is going to hear about these rumors. So come on!
Let’s talk about this.”

8 I sent word back to him, “We are not engaged in these activities you are describing.
All of this is a figment of your imagination.”

9All of themwere wanting to scare us, supposing, “Their hands will grow slack from
the work, and it won’t get done.”
So now, strengthenmy hands!
10Then I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son ofMehetabel. Hewas

confined to his home. He said, “Let’s set up a time to meet in the house of God, within
the temple. Let’s close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. It will
surely be at night that they will come to kill you.”

11But I replied, “Should a man like me run away? Would someone like me flee to the
temple in order to save his life? I will not go!”

12 I recognized the fact that God had not sent him, for he had spoken the prophecy
against me as a hired agent of Tobiah and Sanballat.



Nehemiah 6:13 575 Nehemiah 7:22

13He had been hired to scare me so that I would do this and thereby sin. They would
thus bring reproach onme and I would be discredited.

14Remember, Omy God, Tobiah and Sanballat in light of these actions of theirs – also
Noadiah the prophetess and the other prophets whowere trying to scare me!

The Rebuilding of theWall Is Finally Completed
15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in just fifty-two days.
16When all our enemies heard and all the nationswhowere around us saw this, they

were greatly disheartened. They knew that this work had been accomplished with the
help of our God.

17 In those days the aristocrats of Judah repeatedly sent letters to Tobiah, and
responses from Tobiah were repeatedly coming to them.

18 For many in Judah had sworn allegiance to him, because he was the son-in-law of
Shecaniah son of Arah. His son Jonathan had married the daughter of Meshullam son
of Berechiah.

19Theywere tellingme about his good deeds and then taking back to him the things I
said. Tobiah, on the other hand, sent letters in order to scare me.

7
1When thewall had been rebuilt and I had positioned the doors, and the gatekeepers,

the singers, and the Levites had been appointed,
2 I then put in charge over Jerusalem my brother Hanani and Hananiah the chief of

the citadel, for he was a faithful man and feared Godmore thanmany do.
3 I said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem must not be opened in the early morning,

until those who are standing guard close the doors and lock them. Position residents of
Jerusalem as guards, some at their guard stations and some near their homes.”

4Now the city was spread out and large, and there were not a lot of people in it. At
that time houses had not been rebuilt.

5My God placed it on my heart to gather the leaders, the officials, and the ordinary
people so they could be enrolled on the basis of genealogy. I found the genealogical
recordsof thosewhohad formerly returned. Here iswhat I foundwritten in that record:

6 These are the people of the province who returned from the captivity of the exiles,
whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had forced into exile. They returned to
Jerusalem and to Judah, each to his own city.

7 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah.
The number of Israelite menwas as follows:
8 the descendants of Parosh, 2,172;
9 the descendants of Shephatiah, 372;
10 the descendants of Arah, 652;
11 the descendants of Pahath-Moab (from the line of Jeshua and Joab), 2,818;
12 the descendants of Elam, 1,254;
13 the descendants of Zattu, 845;
14 the descendants of Zaccai, 760;
15 the descendants of Binnui, 648;
16 the descendants of Bebai, 628;
17 the descendants of Azgad, 2,322;
18 the descendants of Adonikam, 667;
19 the descendants of Bigvai, 2,067;
20 the descendants of Adin, 655;
21 the descendants of Ater (through Hezekiah), 98;
22 the descendants of Hashum, 328;
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23 the descendants of Bezai, 324;
24 the descendants of Harif, 112;
25 the descendants of Gibeon, 95;
26Themen of Bethlehem and Netophah, 188;
27 the men of Anathoth, 128;
28 the men of the family of Azmaveth, 42;
29 the men of Kiriath Jearim, Kephirah, and Beeroth, 743;
30 the men of Ramah and Geba, 621;
31 the men of Micmash, 122;
32 the men of Bethel and Ai, 123;
33 the men of the other Nebo, 52;
34 the descendants of the other Elam, 1,254;
35 the descendants of Harim, 320;
36 the descendants of Jericho, 345;
37 the descendants of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, 721;
38 the descendants of Senaah, 3,930.
39The priests:
the descendants of Jedaiah (through the family of Jeshua), 973;
40 the descendants of Immer, 1,052;
41 the descendants of Pashhur, 1,247;
42 the descendants of Harim, 1,017.
43The Levites:
the descendants of Jeshua (through Kadmiel, through the line of Hodaviah), 74.
44The singers:
the descendants of Asaph, 148.
45The gatekeepers:
the descendants of Shallum, the descendants of Ater, the descendants of Talmon, the

descendants of Akkub, the descendants of Hatita, and the descendants of Shobai, 138.
46The temple servants:
the descendants of Ziha, the descendants of Hasupha, the descendants of Tabbaoth,
47 the descendants of Keros, the descendants of Sia, the descendants of Padon,
48 the descendants of Lebanah, the descendants of Hagabah, the descendants of

Shalmai,
49 the descendants of Hanan, the descendants of Giddel, the descendants of Gahar,
50 the descendants of Reaiah, the descendants of Rezin, the descendants of Nekoda,
51 the descendants of Gazzam, the descendants of Uzzah, the descendants of Paseah,
52 the descendants of Besai, the descendants of Meunim, the descendants of Nephus-

sim,
53 the descendants of Bakbuk, the descendants of Hakupha, the descendants of

Harhur,
54 the descendants of Bazluth, the descendants ofMehida, the descendants of Harsha,
55 the descendants of Barkos, the descendants of Sisera, the descendants of Temah,
56 the descendants of Neziah, the descendants of Hatipha.
57The descendants of the servants of Solomon:
the descendants of Sotai, the descendants of Sophereth, the descendants of Perida,
58 the descendants of Jaala, the descendants of Darkon, the descendants of Giddel,
59 the descendants of Shephatiah, the descendants of Hattil, the descendants of

Pokereth-Hazzebaim, and the descendants of Amon.
60All the temple servants and the descendants of the servants of Solomon, 392.
61 These are the ones who came up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Kerub, Addon, and

Immer (although they were unable to certify their family connection or their ancestry,
as to whether they were really from Israel):
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62 the descendants of Delaiah, the descendants of Tobiah, and the descendants of
Nekoda, 642.

63 And from among the priests: the descendants of Hobaiah, the descendants of
Hakkoz, and the descendants of Barzillai (who had married a woman from the daugh-
ters of Barzillai the Gileadite and was called by that name).

64They searched for their records in the genealogicalmaterials, but nonewere found.
They were therefore excluded from the priesthood.

65 The governor instructed them not to eat any of the sacred food until there was a
priest who could consult the Urim and Thummim.

66The entire group numbered 42,360,
67 not counting their 7,337 male and female servants. They also had 245 male and

female singers.
68They had 736 horses, 245mules,
69435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.
70 Some of the family leaders contributed to the work. The governor contributed to

the treasury 1,000 gold drachmas, 50 bowls, and 530 priestly garments.
71 Some of the family leaders gave to the project treasury 20,000 gold drachmas and

2,200 silver minas.
72What the rest of the people gave amounted to 20,000 gold drachmas, 2,000 silver

minas, and 67 priestly garments.
73The priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, the temple

servants, and all the rest of Israel lived in their cities.

The People Respond to the Reading of the Law
When the seventhmonth arrived and the Israelites were settled in their cities,

8
1 all the people gathered together in the plaza which was in front of the Water Gate.

They asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the LORD|
strong="H3068" had commanded Israel.

2 So Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly which included men and
women and all those able to understand what they heard. (This happened on the first
day of the seventhmonth.)

3 So he read it before the plaza in front of theWater Gate from dawn till noon before
the men and women and those children who could understand. All the people were
eager to hear the book of the law.

4Ezra the scribe stood on a towering wooden platform constructed for this purpose.
Standing near him on his right were Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and
Masseiah. On his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah,
Zechariah, andMeshullam.

5 Ezra opened the book in plain view of all the people, for he was elevated above all
the people. When he opened the book, all the people stood up.

6 Ezra blessed the LORD|strong="H3068", the great God, and all the people replied
“Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands. Then they bowed down and worshiped the
LORD|strong="H3068" with their faces to the ground.

7 Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah – all of whom were Levites – were teaching the
people the law, as the people remained standing.

8They read from the book of God’s law, explaining it and imparting insight. Thus the
people gained understanding fromwhat was read.



Nehemiah 8:9 578 Nehemiah 9:7

9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priestly scribe, and the Levites who were
impartingunderstanding to thepeople said to all of them, “This day is holy to theLORD|
strong="H3068" yourGod. Donotmourn orweep.” For all the people hadbeenweeping
when they heard the words of the law.

10He said to them, “Go and eat delicacies and drink sweet drinks and send portions
to those for whom nothing is prepared. For this day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve,
for the joy of the LORD|strong="H3068" is your strength.”

11Then the Levites quieted all the people saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy. Do not
grieve.”

12 So all the people departed to eat and drink and to share their food with others and
to enjoy tremendous joy, for they had gained insight in thematters that had beenmade
known to them.

13Ontheseconddayof themonth the family leadersmetwithEzra the scribe, together
with all the people, the priests, and the Levites, to consider the words of the law.

14Theydiscoveredwritten in the lawthat theLORD|strong="H3068"hadcommanded
through Moses that the Israelites should live in temporary shelters during the festival
of the seventhmonth,

15 and that they should make a proclamation and disseminate this message in all
their cities and in Jerusalem: “Go to the hill country and bring back olive branches and
branches of wild olive trees, myrtle trees, date palms, and other leafy trees to construct
temporary shelters, as it is written.”

16 So the people went out and brought these things back and constructed temporary
shelters for themselves, each on his roof and in his courtyard and in the courtyards of
the temple of God and in the plaza of theWater Gate and the plaza of the EphraimGate.

17 So all the assembly which had returned from the exile constructed temporary
shelters and lived in them. The Israelites had not done so from the days of Joshua son
of Nun until that day. Everyone experienced very great joy.

18 Ezra read in the book of the law of God day by day, from the first day to the last.
They observed the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day they held an assembly
as was required.

9
1 On the twenty-fourth day of this same month the Israelites assembled; they were

fasting and wearing sackcloth, their heads covered with dust.
2 Those truly of Israelite descent separated from all the foreigners, standing and

confessing their sins and the iniquities of their ancestors.
3For one-fourth of the day they stood in their place and read from the book of the law

of the LORD|strong="H3068" their God, and for another fourth they were confessing
their sins and worshiping the LORD|strong="H3068" their God.

4Then the Levites – Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and
Kenani – stoodon the stepsandcalledout loudly to theLORD|strong="H3068" theirGod.

5 The Levites – Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah,
and Pethahiah – said, “Stand up and bless the LORD|strong="H3068" your God!”

“May you be blessed, O LORD our God, from age to age. May your glorious name be
blessed; may it be lifted up above all blessing and praise.

6 You alone are the LORD|strong="H3068". You made the heavens, even the highest
heavens, along with all their multitude of stars, the earth and all that is on it, the seas
andall that is in them. You impart life to themall, and themultitudes of heavenworship
you.

7 “You are the LORD|strong="H3068" God who chose Abram and brought him forth
from Ur of the Chaldeans. You changed his name to Abraham.
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8 When you perceived that his heart was faithful toward you, you established a
covenant with him to give his descendants the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, and the Girgashites. You have fulfilled your
promise, for you are righteous.

9 “You saw the affliction of our ancestors in Egypt, and you heard their cry at the Red
Sea.

10 You performed awesome signs against Pharaoh, against his servants, and against
all the people of his land, for you knew that the Egyptians had acted presumptuously
against them. Youmade for yourself a name that is celebrated to this day.

11You split the sea before them, and they crossed through the sea on dry ground! But
you threw their pursuers into the depths, like a stone into surging waters.

12 You guided them with a pillar of cloud by day and with a pillar of fire by night to
illumine for them the path they were to travel.

13 “You came down onMount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven. You provided
themwith just judgments, true laws, and good statutes and commandments.

14Youmade known to them your holy Sabbath; you issued commandments, statutes,
and law to them throughMoses your servant.

15You provided bread fromheaven for them in their time of hunger, and you brought
forthwater from the rock for them in their timeof thirst. You told them to enter in order
to possess the land that you had sworn to give them.

16“But they –ourancestors –behavedpresumptuously; theyrebelledanddidnotobey
your commandments.

17 They refused to obey and did not recall your miracles that you had performed
among them. Instead, they rebelledandappointeda leader to return to theirbondage in
Egypt. But you are a God of forgiveness, merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry
and unfailing in your loyal love. You did not abandon them,

18 even when they made a cast image of a calf for themselves and said, ‘This is your
Godwho brought you up from Egypt,’ or when they committed atrocious blasphemies.

19 “Due to your great compassion you did not abandon them in the desert. The pillar
of cloud did not stop guiding them in the path by day, nor did the pillar of fire stop
illuminating for them by night the path on which they should travel.

20You imparted your good Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold your manna
from their mouths; you provided water for their thirst.

21For forty years you sustained them. Even in the desert they never lacked anything.
Their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell.

22 “You gave them kingdoms and peoples, and you allocated them to every corner of
the land. They inherited the land of King Sihon of Heshbon and the land of King Og of
Bashan.

23You multiplied their descendants like the stars of the sky. You brought them to the
land you had told their ancestors to enter in order to possess.

24 Their descendants entered and possessed the land. You subdued before them the
Canaanites who were the inhabitants of the land. You delivered them into their hand,
together with their kings and the peoples of the land, to deal with as they pleased.

25 They captured fortified cities and fertile land. They took possession of houses full
of all sorts of good things –wells previously dug, vineyards, olive trees, and fruit trees
in abundance. They ate until they were full and grew fat. They enjoyed to the full your
great goodness.

26 “Nonetheless they grew disobedient and rebelled against you; they disregarded
your law. They killed your prophets who had solemnly admonished them in order to
cause them to return to you. They committed atrocious blasphemies.
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27 Therefore you delivered them into the hand of their adversaries, who oppressed
them. But in the time of their distress they called to you, and you heard from heaven.
In your abundant compassion you provided themwith deliverers to rescue them from
their adversaries.

28 “Then, when theywere at rest again, theywent back to doing evil before you. Then
you abandoned them to their enemies, and they gained dominion over them. When
they again cried out to you, in your compassion you heard from heaven and rescued
them time and again.

29And you solemnly admonished them in order to return them to your law, but they
behaved presumptuously and did not obey your commandments. They sinned against
your ordinances – those bywhich an individual, if he obeys them, will live. They boldly
turned from you; they rebelled and did not obey.

30 You prolonged your kindness with them for many years, and you solemnly
admonished them by your Spirit through your prophets. Still they paid no attention,
so you delivered them into the hands of the neighboring peoples.

31However, due to your abundant mercy you did not do away with them altogether;
you did not abandon them. For you are amerciful and compassionate God.

32 “So now, our God – the great, powerful, and awesome God, who keeps covenant
fidelity – do not regard as inconsequential all the hardship that has befallen us – our
kings, our leaders, our priests, our prophets, our ancestors, and all your people – from
the days of the kings of Assyria until this very day!

33 You are righteous with regard to all that has happened to us, for you have acted
faithfully. It is we who have been in the wrong!

34Our kings, our leaders, our priests, and our ancestors have not kept your law. They
have not paid attention to your commandments or your testimonies bywhich you have
solemnly admonished them.

35 Even when they were in their kingdom and benefiting from your incredible
goodness that you had lavished on them in the spacious and fertile land you had set
before them, they did not serve you, nor did they turn from their evil practices.

36 “So today we are slaves! In the very land you gave to our ancestors to eat its fruit
and to enjoy its good things –we are slaves!

37 Its abundant produce goes to the kings you have placed over us due to our sins.
They rule over our bodies and our livestock as they see fit, andwe are in great distress!

The People Pledge to be Faithful
38 “Because of all of this we are entering into a binding covenant in written form; our

leaders, our Levites, and our priests have affixed their names on the sealed document.”

10
1On the sealed documents were the following names:
Nehemiah the governor, son of Hacaliah, along with Zedekiah,
2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3Pashhur, Amariah, Malkijah,
4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,
5Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,
6Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
8Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These were the priests.
9The Levites were as follows:
Jeshua son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel.
10Their colleagues were as follows:
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Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
11Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,
12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
13Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.
14The leaders of the people were as follows:
Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,
15Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
16Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
17Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
18Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
19Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,
20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,
22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,
23Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,
24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,
27Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.
28“Nowtherest of thepeople – thepriests, theLevites, thegatekeepers, the singers, the

temple attendants, and all those who have separated themselves from the neighboring
peoples because of the law of God, along with their wives, their sons, and their
daughters, all of whom are able to understand –

29 hereby participate with their colleagues the town leaders and enter into a curse
and an oath to adhere to the law of God which was given through Moses the servant
of God, and to obey carefully all the commandments of the LORD|strong="H3068" our
Lord, along with his ordinances and his statutes.

30“Wewill not give ourdaughters inmarriage to theneighboringpeoples, andwewill
not take their daughters in marriage for our sons.

31Wewill not buy on the Sabbath or on a holy day from the neighboring peoples who
bring their wares and all kinds of grain to sell on the Sabbath day. Wewill let the fields
lie fallow every seventh year, and wewill cancel every loan.

32We accept responsibility for fulfilling the commands to give one third of a shekel
each year for the work of the temple of our God,

33 for the loaves of presentation and for the regular grain offerings and regular burnt
offerings, for the Sabbaths, for the newmoons, for the appointedmeetings, for the holy
offerings, for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the
temple of our God.

34 “We – the priests, the Levites, and the people – have cast lots concerning the wood
offerings, to bring them to the temple of our God according to our families at the
designated times year by year to burn on the altar of the LORD our God, as is written
in the law.

35We also accept responsibility for bringing the first fruits of our land and the first
fruits of every fruit tree year by year to the temple of the LORD|strong="H3068".

36We also accept responsibility, as is written in the law, for bringing the firstborn of
our sons and our cattle and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks to the temple of
our God, to the priests who areministering in the temple of our God.

37We will also bring the first of our coarse meal, of our contributions, of the fruit of
every tree, of newwine, and of olive oil to the priests at the storerooms of the temple of
our God, alongwith a tenth of the produce of our land to the Levites, for the Levites are
the ones who collect the tithes in all the cities where wework.
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38A priest of Aaron’s line will be with the Levites when the Levites collect the tithes,
and the Levites will bring up a tenth of the tithes to the temple of our God, to the
storerooms of the treasury.

39The Israelites and the Leviteswill bring the contribution of the grain, the newwine,
and the olive oil to the storerooms where the utensils of the sanctuary are kept, and
where the priests who minister stay, along with the gatekeepers and the singers. We
will not neglect the temple of our God.”

11
1So the leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem,while the rest of the people cast lots

to bring one out of every ten to settle in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the other nine
remained in other cities.

2Thepeople gave their blessing onall themenwhovolunteered to settle in Jerusalem.
3 These are the provincial leaders who settled in Jerusalem. (While other Israelites,

the priests, the Levites, the temple attendants, and the sons of the servants of Solomon
settled in the cities of Judah, each on his own property in their cities,

4 some of the descendants of Judah and some of the descendants of Benjamin settled
in Jerusalem.)
Of the descendants of Judah:
Athaiah son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shepha-

tiah, the son of Mahalalel, from the descendants of Perez;
5 and Maaseiah son of Baruch, the son of Col-Hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of

Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, from the descendants of Shelah.
6 The sum total of the descendants of Perez who were settling in Jerusalem was 468

exceptional men.
7These are the descendants of Benjamin:
Sallu son ofMeshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son

of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah,
8and his followers, Gabbai and Sallai – 928 in all.
9 Joel son of Zicri was the officer in charge of them, and Judah son of Hassenuah was

second-in-command over the city.
10From the priests:
Jedaiah son of Joiarib, Jakin,
11Seraiah son ofHilkiah, the son ofMeshullam, the son of Zadok, the son ofMeraioth,

the son of Ahitub, supervisor in the temple of God,
12and their colleagues whowere carrying out work for the temple – 822; and Adaiah

son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son of
Pashhur, the son of Malkijah,

13 and his colleagues who were heads of families – 242; and Amashsai son of Azarel,
the son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer,

14 and his colleagues who were exceptional men – 128. The officer over them was
Zabdiel the son of Haggedolim.

15From the Levites:
Shemaiah sonofHasshub, the sonofAzrikam, the sonofHashabiah, the sonofBunni;
16Shabbethai and Jozabad, leaders of the Levites, were in charge of the externalwork

for the temple of God;
17Mattaniah son ofMica, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, the praise leaderwho led

in thanksgiving and prayer; Bakbukiah, second among his colleagues; and Abda son of
Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun.

18The sum total of the Levites in the holy city was 284.
19And the gatekeepers:
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Akkub, Talmon and their colleagues whowere guarding the gates – 172.
20And the rest of the Israelites, with the priests and the Levites, were in all the cities

of Judah, each on his own property.
21The temple attendants were living on Ophel, and Ziha and Gishpawere over them.
22Theoverseer of the Levites in JerusalemwasUzzi sonof Bani, the sonofHashabiah,

the son ofMattaniah, the son ofMica. Hewas one of Asaph’s descendantswhowere the
singers responsible for the service of the temple of God.

23For they were under royal orders which determined their activity day by day.
24Pethahiah son ofMeshezabel, one of the descendants of Zerah son of Judah, was an

adviser to the king in everymatter pertaining to the people.
25 As for the settlements with their fields, some of the people of Judah settled in

Kiriath Arba and its neighboring villages, in Dibon and its villages, in Jekabzeel and its
settlements,

26 in Jeshua, in Moladah, in Beth Pelet,
27 in Hazar Shual, in Beer Sheba and its villages,
28 in Ziklag, in Meconah and its villages,
29 in En Rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth,
30Zanoah, Adullamand their settlements, in Lachish and its fields, and inAzekah and

its villages. So they were encamped from Beer Sheba to the Valley of Hinnom.
31Some of the descendants of Benjamin settled in Geba, Micmash, Aija, Bethel and its

villages,
32 in Anathoth, Nob, and Ananiah,
33 in Hazor, Ramah, and Gittaim,
34 in Hadid, Zeboim, and Neballat,
35 in Lod, Ono, and the Valley of the Craftsmen.
36 Some of the Judean divisions of the Levites settled in Benjamin.

12
1These are the priests andLeviteswho returnedwith Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and

Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,
3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
4 Iddo, Ginnethon, Abijah,
5Mijamin, Moadiah, Bilgah,
6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,
7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. These were the leaders of the priests and their

colleagues in the days of Jeshua.
8 And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who

together with his colleagues was in charge of the songs of thanksgiving.
9Bakbukiah and Unni, their colleagues, stood opposite them in the services.
10 Jeshua was the father of Joiakim, Joiakim was the father of Eliashib, Eliashib was

the father of Joiada,
11 Joiada was the father of Jonathan, and Jonathan was the father of Jaddua.
12 In the days of Joiakim, these were the priests who were leaders of the families: of

Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah;
13of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan;
14of Malluch, Jonathan; of Shecaniah, Joseph;
15of Harim, Adna; of Meremoth, Helkai;
16of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam;
17of Abijah, Zicri; of Miniamin and of Moadiah, Piltai;
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18of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan;
19of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;
20of Sallu, Kallai; of Amok, Eber;
21of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel.
22As for the Levites, in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan and Jaddua the heads of

families were recorded, as were the priests during the reign of Darius the Persian.
23 The descendants of Levi were recorded in the Book of the Chronicles as heads of

families up to the days of Johanan son of Eliashib.
24And the leaders of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, Jeshua son of Kadmiel,

and their colleagues, who stood opposite them to offer praise and thanks, one contin-
gent corresponding to the other, as specified by David theman of God.

25Mattaniah, Bakbukiah,Obadiah,Meshullam, Talmon, andAkkubweregatekeepers
whowere guarding the storerooms at the gates.

26These all served in the days of Joiakim son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the
days of Nehemiah the governor and of Ezra the priestly scribe.

TheWall of Jerusalem is Dedicated
27At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, they sought out the Levites from all the

places they lived to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication joyfully with
songs of thanksgiving and songs accompanied by cymbals, harps, and lyres.

28The singers were also assembled from the district around Jerusalem and from the
settlements of the Netophathites

29and fromBethGilgal and from the fields of Geba andAzmaveth, for the singers had
built settlements for themselves around Jerusalem.

30When the priests and Levites had purified themselves, they purified the people, the
gates, and the wall.

31 I brought the leaders of Judahupon topof thewall, and I appointed two large choirs
to give thanks. One was to proceed on the top of the wall southward toward the Dung
Gate.

32Going after themwere Hoshaiah, half the leaders of Judah,
33Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam,
34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah,
35 some of the priests with trumpets, Zechariah son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah,

the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph,
36 and his colleagues – Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and

Hanani –withmusical instruments of David theman of God. (Ezra the scribe led them.)
37Theywent over the Fountain Gate and continued directly up the steps of the City of

David on the ascent to thewall. They passed the house of David and continued on to the
Water Gate toward the east.

38The second choir was proceeding in the opposite direction. I followed them, along
with half the people, on top of the wall, past the Tower of the Ovens to the BroadWall,

39over the EphraimGate, the JeshanahGate, the FishGate, the Tower ofHananel, and
the Tower of the Hundred, to the Sheep Gate. They stopped at the Gate of the Guard.

40Then the two choirs that gave thanks took their stations in the temple of God. I did
also, along with half the officials withme,

41 and the priests – Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and
Hananiah, with their trumpets –

42 and also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malkijah, Elam, and Ezer.
The choirs sang loudly under the direction of Jezrahiah.
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43And on that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced, for God had given them
great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The rejoicing in Jerusalem could be
heard from far away.

44On that day men were appointed over the storerooms for the contributions, first
fruits, and tithes, to gather into them from thefields of the cities the portions prescribed
by the law for the priests and the Levites, for the people of Judah took delight in the
priests and Levites whowereministering.

45 They performed the service of their God and the service of purification, along
with the singers and gatekeepers, according to the commandment of David and his son
Solomon.

46 For long ago, in the days of David and Asaph, there had been directors for the
singers and for the songs of praise and thanks to God.

47 So in the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah, all Israel was contribut-
ing the portions for the singers and gatekeepers, according to the daily need. They
also set aside the portion for the Levites, and the Levites set aside the portion for the
descendants of Aaron.

13
1 On that day the book of Moses was read aloud in the hearing of the people. They

foundwritten in it that no Ammonite or Moabite may ever enter the assembly of God,
2 for theyhadnotmet the Israeliteswith foodandwater, but insteadhadhiredBalaam

to curse them. (Our God, however, turned the curse into blessing.)
3When they heard the law, they removed from Israel all whowere ofmixed ancestry.
4 But prior to this time, Eliashib the priest, a relative of Tobiah, had been appointed

over the storerooms of the temple of our God.
5Hemade for himself a large storeroomwhere previously they had been keeping the

grain offering, the incense, and the vessels, along with the tithes of the grain, the new
wine, and the olive oil as commanded for the Levites, the singers, the gate keepers, and
the offering for the priests.

6 During all this time I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of King
Artaxerxes of Babylon, I had gone back to the king. After some time I had requested
leave of the king,

7 and I returned to Jerusalem. Then I discovered the evil that Eliashib had done for
Tobiah by supplying himwith a storeroom in the courts of the temple of God.

8 I was very upset, and I threw all of Tobiah’s household possessions out of the
storeroom.

9Then I gave instructions that the storerooms should be purified, and I brought back
the equipment of the temple of God, along with the grain offering and the incense.

10 I also discovered that the grain offerings for the Levites hadnot been provided, and
that as a result the Levites and the singers who performed this work had all gone off to
their fields.

11 So I registered a complaint with the leaders, asking “Why is the temple of God
neglected?” Then I gathered them and reassigned them to their positions.

12 Then all of Judah brought the tithe of the grain, the new wine, and the olive oil to
the storerooms.

13 I gave instructions that Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a certain Levite
named Pedaiah be put in charge of the storerooms, and that Hanan son of Zaccur, the
son of Mattaniah, be their assistant, for they were regarded as trustworthy. It was then
their responsibility to oversee the distribution to their colleagues.

14 Please remember me for this, O my God, and do not wipe out the kindness that I
have done for the temple of my God and for its services!
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15 In those days I saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath, bringing
in heaps of grain and loading them onto donkeys, along with wine, grapes, figs, and all
kinds of loads, and bringing them to Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. So I warned them
on the day that they sold these provisions.

16The people fromTyrewho lived therewere bringing fish and all kinds ofmerchan-
dise and were selling it on the Sabbath to the people of Judah – and in Jerusalem, of all
places!

17 So I registered a complaint with the nobles of Judah, saying to them, “What is this
evil thing that you are doing, profaning the Sabbath day?

18 Isn’t this thewayyourancestors acted, causingourGod tobringon themandon this
city all thismisfortune? Andnowyouare causing evenmorewrath on Israel, profaning
the Sabbath like this!”

19 When the evening shadows began to fall on the gates of Jerusalem before the
Sabbath, I ordered the doors to be closed. I further directed that they were not to be
opened until after the Sabbath. I positioned some of my youngmen at the gates so that
no load could enter on the Sabbath day.

20 The traders and sellers of all kinds of merchandise spent the night outside
Jerusalem once or twice.

21But Iwarned themand said, “Whydo you spend the night by thewall? If you repeat
this, Iwill forcibly removeyou!” Fromthat timeon theydidnot showupon theSabbath.

22 Then I directed the Levites to purify themselves and come and guard the gates in
order to keep the Sabbath day holy.
For this please remember me, O my God, and have pity on me in keeping with your

great love.
23Also in those days I saw the men of Judah who had married women from Ashdod,

Ammon, andMoab.
24Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod (or the language of one of the

other peoples mentioned ) and were unable to speak the language of Judah.
25 So I entered a complaint with them. I called down a curse on them, and I struck

some of the men and pulled out their hair. I had them swear by God saying, “You will
notmarry off your daughters to their sons, and youwill not take any of their daughters
as wives for your sons or for yourselves!

26Was it not because of things like these that King Solomon of Israel sinned? Among
the many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made
him king over all Israel. But the foreign wives made even him sin!

27 Should we then in your case hear that you do all this great evil, thereby being
unfaithful to our God bymarrying foreign wives?”

28Now one of the sons of Joiada son of Eliashib the high priest was a son-in-law of
Sanballat the Horonite. So I banished him frommy sight.

29 Please remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood, the
covenant of the priesthood, and the Levites.

30So I purified themof everything foreign, and I assigned specific duties to the priests
and the Levites.

31 I also provided for the wood offering at the appointed times and also for the first
fruits.
Please rememberme for good, Omy God.
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Esther
The King Throws a Lavish Party

1 The following events happened in the days of Ahasuerus. (I am referring to that
Ahasuerus who used to rule over a hundred and twenty-seven provinces extending all
the way from India to Ethiopia. )

2 In those days, as King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa the citadel,
3 in the third year of his reign he provided a banquet for all his officials and his

servants. The army of Persia and Media was present, as well as the nobles and the
officials of the provinces.

4He displayed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor of his majestic greatness
for a lengthy period of time – a hundred and eighty days, to be exact!

5When those days were completed, the king then provided a seven-day banquet for
all the people who were present in Susa the citadel, for those of highest standing to the
most lowly. It was held in the court located in the garden of the royal palace.

6The furnishings included linen and purple curtains hung by cords of the finest linen
and purple wool on silver rings, alabaster columns, gold and silver couches displayed
on a floormade of valuable stones of alabaster, mother-of-pearl, andmineral stone.

7 Drinks were served in golden containers, all of which differed from one another.
Royal wine was available in abundance at the king’s expense.

8 There were no restrictions on the drinking, for the king had instructed all of his
supervisors that they should do as everyone so desired.

9Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in King Ahasuerus’ royal palace.
Queen Vashti is Removed fromHer Royal Position

10 On the seventh day, as King Ahasuerus was feeling the effects of the wine, he
ordered Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven
eunuchs who attended him,

11 to bring Queen Vashti into the king’s presence wearing her royal high turban. He
wanted to show the people and the officials her beauty, for she was very attractive.

12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s bidding conveyed through the
eunuchs. Then the king became extremely angry, and his rage consumed him.

13 The king then inquired of the wise men who were discerners of the times – for it
was the royal custom to conferwith all thosewhowere proficient in laws and legalities.

14Thosewhowere closest to himwere Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres,
Marsena, and Memucan. These men were the seven officials of Persia and Media who
saw the king on a regular basis and had themost prominent offices in the kingdom.

15Theking asked, “By law,what shouldbedone toQueenVashti in light of the fact that
shehasnot obeyed the instructions ofKingAhasuerus conveyed through the eunuchs?”

16Memucan then replied to the king and the officials, “The wrong of Queen Vashti
is not against the king alone, but against all the officials and all the people who are
throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus.

17For thematter concerning the queenwill spread to all the women, leading them to
treat their husbandswith contempt, saying, ‘WhenKingAhasuerus gaveorders tobring
Queen Vashti into his presence, she would not come.’

18And this very day the noble ladies of Persia andMedia who have heard the matter
concerning the queen will respond in the same way to all the royal officials, and there
will be more than enough contempt and anger!
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19 If the king is so inclined, let a royal edict go forth from him, and let it be written in
the laws of Persia andMedia that cannot be repealed, that Vashtimay not come into the
presence of KingAhasuerus, and let the king convey her royalty to anotherwho ismore
deserving than she.

20And let the king’s decision which he will enact be disseminated throughout all his
kingdom, vast though it is. Then all the womenwill give honor to their husbands, from
themost prominent to the lowly.”

21 The matter seemed appropriate to the king and the officials. So the king acted on
the advice of Memucan.

22He sent letters throughout all the royal provinces, to each province according to its
own script and to each people according to its own language, that everyman should be
ruling his family and should be speaking the language of his own people.

2
1 When these things had been accomplished and the rage of King Ahasuerus had

diminished, he remembered Vashti andwhat she had done andwhat had been decided
against her.

2The king’s servants who attended him said, “Let a search be conducted in the king’s
behalf for attractive young women.

3 And let the king appoint officers throughout all the provinces of his kingdom to
gather all the attractive young women to Susa the citadel, to the harem under the
authority of Hegai, the king’s eunuch who oversees the women, and let him provide
whatever cosmetics they desire.

4 Let the young woman whom the king finds most attractive become queen in place
of Vashti.” This seemed like a good idea to the king, so he acted accordingly.

5 Now there happened to be a Jewish man in Susa the citadel whose name was
Mordecai. He was the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjaminite,

6 who had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the captives who had been
carried into exile with Jeconiah king of Judah, whomNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
had taken into exile.

7Now hewas acting as the guardian of Hadassah (that is, Esther), the daughter of his
uncle, for neither her father nor her mother was alive. This young woman was very
attractive and had a beautiful figure. When her father andmother died, Mordecai had
raised her as if she were his own daughter.

8 It so happened that when the king’s edict and his law became known many young
women were taken to Susa the citadel to be placed under the authority of Hegai.
Esther also was taken to the royal palace to be under the authority of Hegai, who was
overseeing the women.

9This youngwomanpleasedhim, and she found favorwith him. Hequickly provided
her with her cosmetics and her rations; he also provided her with the seven specially
chosen young women who were from the palace. He then transferred her and her
young women to the best quarters in the harem.

10 Now Esther had not disclosed her people or her lineage, for Mordecai had in-
structed her not to do so.

11And day after dayMordecai used to walk back and forth in front of the court of the
harem in order to learn how Esther was doing andwhat might happen to her.

12At theendof the twelvemonths thatwere required for thewomen,when the turnof
each young woman arrived to go to King Ahasuerus – for in this way they had to fulfill
their time of cosmetic treatment: six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with
perfume and various ointments used by women –
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13 the woman would go to the king in the following way: Whatever she asked for
would be provided for her to take with her from the harem to the royal palace.

14 In the evening she went, and in the morning she returned to a separate part of
the harem, to the authority of Shaashgaz the king’s eunuch who was overseeing the
concubines. She would not go back to the king unless the king was pleased with her
and she was requested by name.

15When it became the turn of Esther daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai (who
had raised her as if she were his own daughter ) to go to the king, she did not request
anything except what Hegai the king’s eunuch, who was overseer of the women, had
recommended. Yet Esther met with the approval of all who saw her.

16Then Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus at his royal residence in the tenthmonth
(that is, the month of Tebeth) in the seventh year of his reign.

17 And the king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she met with his
loving approval more than all the other young women. So he placed the royal high
turban on her head and appointed her queen in place of Vashti.

18Then the king prepared a large banquet for all his officials and his servants – it was
actually Esther’s banquet. He also set aside aholiday for the provinces, andheprovided
for offerings at the king’s expense.

Mordecai Learns of a Plot against the King
19Now when the young women were being gathered again, Mordecai was sitting at

the king’s gate.
20 Esther was still not divulging her lineage or her people, just as Mordecai had

instructed her. Esther continued to do whatever Mordecai said, just as she had done
when he was raising her.

21 In those days while Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthan and Teresh,
two of the king’s eunuchs who protected the entrance, became angry and plotted to
assassinate King Ahasuerus.

22When Mordecai learned of the conspiracy, he informed Queen Esther, and Esther
told the king inMordecai’s behalf.

23 The king then had the matter investigated and, finding it to be so, had the two
conspirators hanged on a gallows. It was then recorded in the daily chronicles in the
king’s presence.

3
1 Some time later King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of Hammedatha, the

Agagite, exalting him and setting his position above that of all the officials who were
with him.

2 As a result, all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate were bowing and
paying homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded. However, Mordecai did
not bow, nor did he pay him homage.

3Then the servants of the kingwhowere at the king’s gate askedMordecai, “Why are
you violating the king’s commandment?”

4And after they had spoken to him day after day without his paying any attention to
them, they informed Haman to see whether this attitude on Mordecai’s part would be
permitted. Furthermore, he had disclosed to them that he was a Jew.

5When Haman saw that Mordecai was not bowing or paying homage to him, he was
filled with rage.

6But the thought of striking out against Mordecai alonewas repugnant to him, for he
had been informed of the identity ofMordecai’s people. SoHaman sought to destroy all
the Jews (that is, the people of Mordecai) who were in all the kingdom of Ahasuerus.
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7 In thefirstmonth (that is, themonthofNisan), in the twelfth year ofKingAhasuerus’
reign, pur (that is, the lot) was cast before Haman in order to determine a day and a
month. It turned out to be the twelfth month (that is, the month of Adar).

8Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a particular people that is dispersed
and spread among the inhabitants throughout all the provinces of your kingdomwhose
laws differ from those of all other peoples. Furthermore, they do not observe the king’s
laws. It is not appropriate for the king to provide a haven for them.

9 If theking is so inclined, let anedictbe issued todestroy them. Iwill pay ten thousand
talents of silver tobe conveyed to theking’s treasuries for theofficialswhocarryout this
business.”

10 So the king removed his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the son of
Hammedatha, the Agagite, who was hostile toward the Jews.

11The king replied to Haman, “Keep yourmoney, and dowith those people whatever
you wish.”

12So the royal scribeswere summoned in the firstmonth, on the thirteenth day of the
month. EverythingHamancommandedwaswritten to theking’s satrapsandgovernors
who were in every province and to the officials of every people, province by province
according to its script and people by people according to its language. In the name of
King Ahasuerus it was written and sealed with the king’s signet ring.

13Letters were sent by the runners to all the king’s provinces stating that they should
destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jews, from youth to elderly, both women and
children, on a particular day, namely the thirteenth day of the twelfth month (that is,
the month of Adar), and to loot and plunder their possessions.

14A copy of this edict was to be presented as law throughout every province; it was to
bemade known to all the inhabitants, so that they would be prepared for this day.

15 The messengers scurried forth with the king’s order. The edict was issued in Susa
the citadel. While the king and Haman sat down to drink, the city of Susa was in an
uproar!

4
1NowwhenMordecai became aware of all that had been done, he tore his garments

and put on sackcloth and ashes. Hewent out into the city, crying out in a loud and bitter
voice.

2 But he went no further than the king’s gate, for no one was permitted to enter the
king’s gate clothed in sackcloth.

3 Throughout each and every province where the king’s edict and law were an-
nounced there was considerable mourning among the Jews, along with fasting, weep-
ing, and sorrow. Sackcloth and ashes were characteristic of many.

4When Esther’s female attendants and her eunuchs came and informed her about
Mordecai’s behavior, the queen was overcome with anguish. Although she sent
garments for Mordecai to put on so that he could remove his sackcloth, he would not
accept them.

5 So Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs who had been placed at her
service, and instructed him to find out the cause and reason for Mordecai’s behavior.

6 So Hathach went to Mordecai at the plaza of the city in front of the king’s gate.
7 Then Mordecai related to him everything that had happened to him, even the

specific amount of money that Haman had offered to pay to the king’s treasuries for
the Jews to be destroyed.

8He also gave him a written copy of the law that had been disseminated in Susa for
their destruction so that he could show it to Esther and talk to her about it. He also gave
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instructions that she should go to the king to implore him and petition him on behalf of
her people.

9 So Hathach returned and relatedMordecai’s instructions to Esther.
10Then Esther replied to Hathach with instructions for Mordecai:
11 “All the servants of the king and the people of the king’s provinces know that there

is only one lawapplicable to anymanorwomanwho comes uninvited to the king in the
inner court – that person will be put to death, unless the king extends to him the gold
scepter, permitting him to be spared. Now I have not been invited to come to the king
for some thirty days!”

12When Esther’s reply was conveyed to Mordecai,
13he said to take back this answer to Esther:
14 “Don’t imagine that because you are part of the king’s household you will be the

one Jewwhowill escape. If you keep quiet at this time, liberation and protection for the
Jewswill appear from another source, while you and your father’s household perish. It
may very well be that you have achieved royal status for such a time as this!”

15Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai:
16 “Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa and fast in my behalf. Don’t eat

and don’t drink for three days, night or day. My female attendants and I will also fast in
the sameway. Afterward Iwill go to the king, even though it violates the law. If I perish,
I perish!”

17 SoMordecai set out to do everything that Esther had instructed him.

5
1 It so happened that on the third day Esther put on her royal attire and stood in the

inner court of the palace, opposite the king’s quarters. The kingwas sitting on his royal
throne in the palace, opposite the entrance.

2When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she met with his approval.
The king extended to Esther the gold scepter that was in his hand, and Esther ap-
proached and touched the end of the scepter.

3 The king said to her, “What is on your mind, Queen Esther? What is your request?
Even as much as half the kingdomwill be given to you!”

4Esther replied, “If the king is so inclined, let the king and Haman come today to the
banquet that I have prepared for him.”

5The king replied, “Find Haman quickly so that we can do as Esther requests.”
So the king and Hamanwent to the banquet that Esther had prepared.
6While at the banquet of wine, the king said to Esther, “What is your request? It shall

be given to you. What is your petition? Ask for asmuch as half the kingdom, and it shall
be done!”

7Esther responded, “My request andmy petition is this:
8 If I have found favor in the king’s sight and if the king is inclined to grantmy request

and performmy petition, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet that I
will prepare for them. At that time I will do as the king wishes.

Haman Expresses His Hatred ofMordecai
9 Now Haman went forth that day pleased and very much encouraged. But when

Haman sawMordecai at the king’s gate, and he did not rise nor tremble in his presence,
Hamanwas filled with rage towardMordecai.

10But Haman restrained himself and went on to his home.
He then sent for his friends to join him, along with his wife Zeresh.
11Haman then recounted to them his fabulous wealth, his many sons, and how the

king hadmagnified him and exalted him over the king’s other officials and servants.
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12Haman said, “Furthermore, Queen Esther invited only me to accompany the king
to the banquet that she prepared! And also tomorrow I am invited along with the king.

13 Yet all of this fails to satisfy me so long as I have to see Mordecai the Jew sitting at
the king’s gate.”

14Haman’s wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a gallows seventy-five
feet high built, and in the morning tell the king that Mordecai should be hanged on it.
Then go with the king to the banquet contented.”
It seemed like a good idea to Haman, so he had the gallows built.

6
1 Throughout that night the king was unable to sleep, so he asked for the book

containing the historical records to be brought. As the records were being read in the
king’s presence,

2 it was found written that Mordecai had disclosed that Bigthana and Teresh, two
of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the entrance, had plotted to assassinate King
Ahasuerus.

3The king asked, “What great honorwas bestowed onMordecai because of this?” The
king’s attendants who served him responded, “Not a thing was done for him.”

4 Then the king said, “Who is that in the courtyard?” Now Haman had come to the
outer courtyard of the palace to suggest that the king hangMordecai on the gallows that
he had constructed for him.

5 The king’s attendants said to him, “It is Haman who is standing in the courtyard.”
The king said, “Let him enter.”

6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done for the man
whom the king wishes to honor?” Haman thought to himself, “Who is it that the king
would want to honormore thanme?”

7 So Haman said to the king, “For themanwhom the king wishes to honor,
8 let them bring royal attire which the king himself has worn and a horse on which

the king himself has ridden – one bearing the royal insignia!
9Then let this clothing and this horse be given to one of the king’s noble officials. Let

him then clothe the man whom the king wishes to honor, and let him lead him about
through the plaza of the city on the horse, calling before him, ‘So shall it be done to the
manwhom the king wishes to honor!’ ”

10The king then said to Haman, “Go quickly! Take the clothing and the horse, just as
you have described, and do as you just indicated to Mordecai the Jew who sits at the
king’s gate. Don’t neglect a single thing of all that you have said.”

11 So Haman took the clothing and the horse, and he clothed Mordecai. He led him
about on the horse throughout the plaza of the city, calling before him, “So shall it be
done to themanwhom the king wishes to honor!”

12ThenMordecai again sat at the king’s gate, whileHamanhurried away to his home,
mournful and with a veil over his head.

13Haman then related to his wife Zeresh and to all his friends everything that had
happened to him. These wise men, along with his wife Zeresh, said to him, “If indeed
thisMordecai beforewhomyouhavebegun to fall is Jewish, youwill not prevail against
him. No, you will surely fall before him!”

14While they were still speaking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived. They quickly
brought Haman to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

7
1 So the king and Haman came to dine with Queen Esther.
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2 On the second day of the banquet of wine the king asked Esther, “What is your
request, Queen Esther? It shall be granted to you. And what is your petition? Ask up
to half the kingdom, and it shall be done!”

3Queen Esther replied, “If I havemet with your approval, O king, and if the king is so
inclined, grant memy life as my request, andmy people as my petition.

4 For we have been sold – both I and my people – to destruction and to slaughter and
to annihilation! If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have
remained silent, for suchdistresswouldnothavebeen sufficient for troubling theking.”

5Then King Ahasuerus responded to Queen Esther, “Who is this individual? Where is
this person to be foundwho is presumptuous enough to act in this way?”

6Esther replied, “The oppressor and enemy is this evil Haman!”
Then Haman became terrified in the presence of the king and queen.
7 In rage the king arose from the banquet of wine andwithdrew to the palace garden.

Meanwhile, Haman stood to beg Queen Esther for his life, for he realized that the king
had now determined a catastrophic end for him.

8When the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet ofwine, Hamanwas
throwinghimself downon the couchwhereEstherwas lying. The king exclaimed, “Will
he also attempt to rape the queen while I am still in the building!”
As these words left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face.
9Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, “Indeed, there is the gallows that Haman

made for Mordecai, who spoke out in the king’s behalf. It stands near Haman’s home
and is seventy-five feet high.”
The king said, “Hang him on it!”
10So they hangedHamanon the very gallows that he had prepared forMordecai. The

king’s rage then abated.

8
1On that same day King Ahasuerus gave the estate of Haman, that adversary of the

Jews, toQueenEsther. NowMordecai had comebefore the king, for Esther had revealed
how hewas related to her.

2The king then removedhis signet ring (the very onehehad takenback fromHaman)
and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther designated Mordecai to be in charge of Haman’s
estate.

3Then Esther again spoke with the king, falling at his feet. She wept and begged him
for mercy, that he might nullify the evil of Haman the Agagite which he had intended
against the Jews.

4When the king extended to Esther the gold scepter, she arose and stood before the
king.

5 She said, “If the king is so inclined and if I have met with his approval and if the
matter is agreeable to the king and if I am attractive to him, let an edict be written
rescinding those recorded intentions of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite,
whichhewrote inorder todestroy the Jewswhoare throughout all theking’s provinces.

6For how can Iwatch the calamity thatwill befallmypeople, andhowcan Iwatch the
destruction of my relatives?”

7 King Ahasuerus replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Look, I have
already givenHaman’s estate to Esther, and he has been hanged on the gallows because
he took hostile action against the Jews.

8Nowyouwrite in the king’s namewhatever in your opinion is appropriate concern-
ing the Jewsand seal itwith theking’s signet ring. Anydecree that iswritten in theking’s
name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be rescinded.
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9 The king’s scribes were quickly summoned – in the third month (that is, the month
of Sivan), on the twenty-third day. They wrote out everything that Mordecai instructed
to the Jews and to the satraps and the governors and the officials of the provinces all
the way from India to Ethiopia – a hundred and twenty-seven provinces in all – to each
province in its own script and to each people in their own language, and to the Jews
according to their own script and their own language.

10Mordecai wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king’s signet
ring. He then sent letters by couriers on horses, who rode royal horses that were very
swift.

11The king thereby allowed the Jewswhowere in every city to assemble and to stand
up for themselves – to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any army ofwhatever people or
province that should become their adversaries, including their women and children,
and to confiscate their property.

12 This was to take place on a certain day throughout all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus – namely, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month (that is, the month of
Adar).

13A copy of the edict was to be presented as law throughout each and every province
andmadeknown toall peoples, so that the Jewsmightbepreparedon thatday toavenge
themselves from their enemies.

14 The couriers who were riding the royal horses went forth with the king’s edict
without delay. And the lawwas presented in Susa the citadel as well.

15NowMordecai went out from the king’s presence in purple and white royal attire,
with a large golden crown and a purple linenmantle. The city of Susa shoutedwith joy.

16For the Jews there was radiant happiness and joyous honor.
17 Throughout every province and throughout every city where the king’s edict and

his law arrived, the Jews experienced happiness and joy, banquets and holidays. Many
of the resident peoples pretended to be Jews, because the fear of the Jewshad overcome
them.

9
1 In the twelfth month (that is, the month of Adar), on its thirteenth day, the edict of

the king and his lawwere to be executed. It was on this day that the enemies of the Jews
had supposed that they would gain power over them. But contrary to expectations, the
Jews gained power over their enemies.

2 The Jews assembled themselves in their cities throughout all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus to strike out against those whowere seeking their harm. No onewas able to
stand before them, for dread of them fell on all the peoples.

3All theofficialsof theprovinces, the satraps, thegovernorsand thosewhoperformed
the king’s business were assisting the Jews, for the dread of Mordecai had fallen on
them.

4Mordecai was of high rank in the king’s palace, and word about himwas spreading
throughout all the provinces. His influence continued to become greater and greater.

5 The Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, bringing death and destruction,
and they did as they pleased with their enemies.

6 In Susa the citadel the Jews killed and destroyed five hundredmen.
7 In addition, they also killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha,
10 the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not

confiscate their property.
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11On that same day the number of those killed in Susa the citadel was brought to the
king’s attention.

12 Then the king said to Queen Esther, “In Susa the citadel the Jews have killed and
destroyed five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman! What then have they done in
the rest of the king’s provinces? What is your request? It shall be given to you. What
other petition do you have? It shall be done.”

13Esther replied, “If the king is so inclined, let the Jews who are in Susa be permitted
to act tomorrow also according to today’s law, and let themhang the ten sons of Haman
on the gallows.”

14 So the king issued orders for this to be done. A lawwas passed in Susa, and the ten
sons of Hamanwere hanged.

15 The Jews who were in Susa then assembled on the fourteenth day of the month
of Adar, and they killed three hundred men in Susa. But they did not confiscate their
property.

16 The rest of the Jews who were throughout the provinces of the king assembled
in order to stand up for themselves and to have rest from their enemies. They killed
seventy-five thousand of their adversaries, but they did not confiscate their property.

17All of this happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar. They then rested
on the fourteenth day andmade it a day for banqueting and happiness.

The Origins of the Feast of Purim
18 But the Jews who were in Susa assembled on the thirteenth and fourteenth days,

and rested on the fifteenth, making it a day for banqueting and happiness.
19This iswhy the Jewswhoare in the rural country – thosewho live in rural cities – set

aside the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a holiday for happiness, banqueting,
holiday, and sending gifts to one another.

20 Mordecai wrote these matters down and sent letters to all the Jews who were
throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far,

21 to have them observe the fourteenth and the fifteenth day of the month of Adar
each year

22 as the time when the Jews gave themselves rest from their enemies – the month
when their trouble was turned to happiness and their mourning to a holiday. These
were to be days of banqueting, happiness, sending gifts to one another, and providing
for the poor.

23 So the Jews committed themselves to continue what they had begun to do and to
what Mordecai had written to them.

24 For Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had
devised plans against the Jews to destroy them. He had cast pur (that is, the lot) in order
to afflict and destroy them.

25But when thematter came to the king’s attention, the king gavewritten orders that
Haman’s evil intentions that he had devised against the Jews should fall on his own
head. He and his sons were hanged on the gallows.

26For this reason these days are known as Purim, after the name of pur.
27 Therefore, because of the account found in this letter and what they had faced

in this regard and what had happened to them, the Jews established as binding on
themselves, their descendants, and all who joined their company that they should
observe these two days without fail, just as written and at the appropriate time on an
annual basis.

28These dayswere to be remembered and to be celebrated in every generation and in
every family, every province, and every city. The Jews were not to fail to observe these
days of Purim; the remembrance of themwas not to cease among their descendants.
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29 So Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew wrote with full
authority to confirm this second letter about Purim.

30Letters were sent to all the Jews in the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the
empire of Ahasuerus –words of true peace –

31 to establish these days of Purim in their proper times, just asMordecai the Jew and
Queen Esther had established, and just as they had established both for themselves and
their descendants, matters pertaining to fasting and lamentation.

32Esther’s commandestablished thesematters of Purim, and thematterwas officially
recorded.

10
1King Ahasuerus then imposed forced labor on the land and on the coastlands of the

sea.
2 Now all the actions carried out under his authority and his great achievements,

along with an exact statement concerning the greatness of Mordecai, whom the king
promoted, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Media and
Persia?

3Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Ahasuerus. He was the highest-ranking
Jew, and hewas admired by his numerous relatives. Heworked enthusiastically for the
good of his people and was an advocate for the welfare of all his descendants.
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Job
I. The Prologue (1:1-2:13)Job’s Good Life

1Therewas aman in the land of Uzwhose namewas Job. And thatmanwas pure and
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.

2 Seven sons and three daughters were born to him.
3Hispossessions included7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500yokeof oxen, and500 female

donkeys; in addition he had a very great household. Thus he was the greatest of all the
people in the east.

4Now his sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one in turn, and they
would send and invite their three sisters to eat and to drink with them.

5When the days of their feastingwere finished, Jobwould send for themand sanctify
them; he would get up early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the
number of themall. For Job thought, “Perhapsmy childrenhave sinned and cursedGod
in their hearts.” This was Job’s customary practice.

Satan’s Accusation of Job
6Nowtheday camewhen the sons ofGod came topresent themselves before theLORD

– and Satan also arrived among them.
7 The LORD| strong="H3069" said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” And

Satan answered the LORD|strong="H3069", “From roving about on the earth, and from
walking back and forth across it.”

8 So the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one
like him on the earth, a pure and uprightman, onewho fears God and turns away from
evil.”

9Then Satan answered the LORD, “Is it for nothing that Job fears God?
10Have you not made a hedge around him and his household and all that he has on

every side? You have blessed thework of his hands, and his livestock have increased in
the land.

11But extend your hand and strike everything he has, and hewill no doubt curse you
to your face!”

12 So the LORD said to Satan, “All right then, everything he has is in your power. Only
donot extendyourhandagainst themanhimself!” SoSatanwent out from thepresence
of the LORD.

Job’s Integrity in Adversity
13Now the day came when Job’s sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine

in their oldest brother’s house,
14andamessengercame to Job, saying, “Theoxenwereplowingand thedonkeyswere

grazing beside them,
15 and the Sabeans swooped down and carried them all away, and they killed the

servants with the sword! And I – only I alone – escaped to tell you!”
16While this one was still speaking, another messenger arrived and said, “The fire

of God has fallen from heaven and has burned up the sheep and the servants – it has
consumed them! And I – only I alone – escaped to tell you!”

17 While this one was still speaking another messenger arrived and said, “The
Chaldeans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and carried them all
away, and they killed the servants with the sword! And I – only I alone – escaped to
tell you!”
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18While this one was still speaking another messenger arrived and said, “Your sons
and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house,

19and suddenly a greatwind swept across thewilderness and struck the four corners
of thehouse, and it fell on the youngpeople, and theydied! And I –only I alone – escaped
to tell you!”

20Then Job got up and tore his robe. He shaved his head, and then he threw himself
downwith his face to the ground.

21He said, “Naked I came frommymother’swomb, andnaked Iwill return there. The
LORD gives, and the LORD takes away. May the name of the LORD be blessed!”

22 In all this Job did not sin, nor did he charge Godwithmoral impropriety.

2
1 Again the day came when the sons of God came to present themselves before the

LORD, and Satan also arrived among them to present himself before the LORD.
2And the LORD said to Satan, “Where do you come from?” Satan answered the LORD,

“From roving about on the earth, and fromwalking back and forth across it.”
3Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? For there is no

one like him on the earth, a pure and upright man, one who fears God and turns away
from evil. And he still holds firmly to his integrity, so that you stirred me up to destroy
himwithout reason.”

4But Satan answered the LORD, “Skin for skin! Indeed, a man will give up all that he
has to save his life!

5But extend your hand and strike his bone and his flesh, and he will no doubt curse
you to your face!”

6 So the LORD|strong="H3069" said to Satan, “All right, he is in your power; only
preserve his life.”

Job’s Integrity in Suffering
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and he afflicted Job with a

malignant ulcer from the sole of his feet to the top of his head.
8 Job took a shard of brokenpottery to scrapehimselfwithwhile hewas sitting among

the ashes.
9Then his wife said to him, “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God,

and die!”
10But he replied, “You’re talking like one of the godless womenwould do! Should we

receive what is good fromGod, and not also receive what is evil?” In all this Job did not
sin by what he said.

The Visit of Job’s Friends
11When Job’s three friends heard about all this calamity that had happened to him,

each of them came from his own country – Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite,
and Zophar the Naamathite. Theymet together to come to show sympathy for him and
to console him.

12Butwhen they gazed intently fromadistance but didnot recognize him, theybegan
to weep loudly. Each of them tore his robes, and they threw dust into the air over their
heads.

13Then they sat downwith himon the ground for seven days and seven nights, yet no
one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.

3
1After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day he was born.
2 Job spoke up and said:

3 “Let the day onwhich I was born perish,
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and the night that said,
‘Aman has been conceived!’
4That day – let it be darkness;
let not God on high regard it,
nor let light shine on it!
5Let darkness and the deepest
shadow claim it;
let a cloud settle on it;
let whatever blackens the day terrify it!
6That night – let darkness seize it;
let it not be included among the days of the year;
let it not enter among the number of themonths!
7 Indeed, let that night be barren;
let no shout of joy penetrate it!
8Let those who curse the day curse it –
those who are prepared to rouse Leviathan.
9Let its morning stars be darkened;
let it wait for daylight but find none,
nor let it see the first rays of dawn,
10because it did not shut the doors of mymother’s womb onme,
nor did it hide trouble frommy eyes!

JobWishes HeHad Died at Birth
11 “Why did I not die at birth,
and why did I not expire
as I came out of the womb?
12Why did the knees welcomeme,
and whywere there two breasts
that I might nurse at them?
13For now I would be lying down
andwould be quiet,
I would be asleep and then at peace
14with kings and counselors of the earth
who built for themselves places now desolate,
15or with princes who possessed gold,
who filled their palaces with silver.
16Orwhywas I not buried
like a stillborn infant,
like infants who have never seen the light?
17There the wicked cease from turmoil,
and there the weary are at rest.
18There the prisoners relax together;
they do not hear the voice of the oppressor.
19 Small and great are there,
and the slave is free from his master.

Longing for Death
20 “Why does God give light to one who is in misery,
and life to those whose soul is bitter,
21 to those whowait for death that does not come,
and search for it
more than for hidden treasures,
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22who rejoice even to jubilation,
and are exultant when they find the grave?
23Why is light given to aman
whose way is hidden,
and whomGod has hedged in?
24Formy sighing comes in place of my food,
andmy groanings flow forth like water.
25For the very thing I dreaded has happened tome,
and what I feared has come uponme.
26 I have no ease, I have no quietness;
I cannot rest; turmoil has come uponme.”

4
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:

2 “If someone should attempt a word with you,
will you be impatient?
But who can refrain from speaking ?
3Look, you have instructedmany;
you have strengthened feeble hands.
4Your words have supported those
who stumbled,
and you have strengthened the knees
that gave way.
5But now the same thing comes to you,
and you are discouraged;
it strikes you,
and you are terrified.
6 Is not your piety your confidence,
and your blameless ways your hope?
7Call to mind now:
Who, being innocent, ever perished?
Andwhere were upright people ever destroyed?
8Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity
and those who sow trouble reap the same.
9By the breath of God they perish,
and by the blast of his anger they are consumed.
10There is the roaring of the lion
and the growling of the young lion,
but the teeth of the young lions are broken.
11Themighty lion perishes for lack of prey,
and the cubs of the lioness are scattered.

Ungodly Complainers Provoke God’sWrath
12 “Now aword was secretly brought to me,
andmy ear caught a whisper of it.
13 In the troubling thoughts of the dreams in the night
when a deep sleep falls onmen,
14a trembling grippedme – and a terror! –
andmade all my bones shake.
15Then a breath of air passes bymy face;
it makes the hair of my flesh stand up.



Job 4:16 601 Job 5:15

16 It stands still,
but I cannot recognize its appearance;
an image is before my eyes,
and I hear amurmuring voice:
17 “Is a mortal man righteous before God?
Or aman pure before his Creator?
18 If God puts no trust in his servants
and attributes folly to his angels,
19howmuchmore to those who live in houses of clay,
whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed like amoth?
20They are destroyed betweenmorning and evening;
they perish forever without anyone regarding it.
21 Is not their excess wealth taken away from them?
They die, yet without attaining wisdom.

5
1 “Call now! Is there anyone whowill answer you?
To which of the holy ones will you turn?
2For wrath kills the foolish person,
and anger slays the silly one.
3 I myself have seen the fool taking root,
but suddenly I cursed his place of residence.
4His children are far from safety,
and they are crushed at the place where judgment is rendered,
nor is there anyone to deliver them.
5The hungry eat up his harvest,
and take it even from behind the thorns,
and the thirsty swallow up their fortune.
6For evil does not come up from the dust,
nor does trouble spring up from the ground,
7but people are born to trouble,
as surely as the sparks fly upward.

Blessings for the OneWho Seeks God
8 “But as for me, I would seek God,
and to God I would set forthmy case.
9He does great and unsearchable things,
marvelous things without number;
10he gives rain on the earth,
and sends water on the fields;
11he sets the lowly on high,
that those whomourn are raised to safety.
12He frustrates the plans of the crafty
so that their hands cannot accomplish
what they had planned!
13He catches the wise in their own craftiness,
and the counsel of the cunning is brought to a quick end.
14Theymeet with darkness in the daytime,
and grope about in the noontime as if it were night.
15 So he saves from the sword that comes from their mouth,
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even the poor from the hand of the powerful.
16Thus the poor have hope,
and iniquity shuts its mouth.
17 “Therefore, blessed is themanwhomGod corrects,
so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.
18For he wounds, but he also bandages;
he strikes, but his hands also heal.
19Hewill deliver you from six calamities;
yes, in seven no evil will touch you.
20 In time of famine he will redeem you from death,
and in time of war from the power of the sword.
21Youwill be protected frommalicious gossip,
and will not be afraid of the destruction when it comes.
22Youwill laugh at destruction and famine
and need not be afraid of the beasts of the earth.
23For you will have a pact with the stones of the field,
and the wild animals will be at peace with you.
24And youwill know that your home
will be secure,
and when you inspect your domains,
you will not bemissing anything.
25Youwill also know that your children will be numerous,
and your descendants like the grass of the earth.
26Youwill come to your grave in a full age,
As stacks of grain are harvested in their season.
27Look, we have investigated this, so it is true.
Hear it, and apply it for your own good.”

6
1Then Job responded:

2 “Oh, if only my grief could be weighed,
andmymisfortune laid on the scales too!
3But because it is heavier than the sand of the sea,
that is whymywords have been wild.
4For the arrows of the Almighty are withinme;
my spirit drinks their poison;
God’s sudden terrors are arrayed against me.

Complaints Reflect Suffering
5 “Does the wild donkey bray when it is near grass?
Or does the ox low near its fodder?
6Can food that is tasteless be eaten without salt?
Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?
7 I have refused to touch such things;
they are like loathsome food tome.

A Cry for Death
8 “Oh that my request would be realized,
and that God would grant mewhat I long for!
9And that God would be willing to crushme,
that he would let loose his hand
and kill me.
10Then I would yet havemy comfort,
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then I would rejoice,
in spite of pitiless pain,
for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One.
11What is my strength, that I should wait?
and what is my end,
that I should prolongmy life?
12 Is my strength like that of stones?
or is my fleshmade of bronze?
13 Is not my power to helpmyself nothing,
and has not every resource been driven fromme?

Disappointing Friends
14 “To the one in despair, kindness should come from his friend
even if he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.
15My brothers have been as treacherous as a seasonal stream,
and as the riverbeds of the intermittent streams
that flow away.
16They are dark because of ice;
snow is piled up over them.
17When they are scorched, they dry up,
when it is hot, they vanish from their place.
18Caravans turn aside from their routes;
they go into the wasteland and perish.
19The caravans of Tema looked intently for these streams;
the travelingmerchants of Sheba hoped for them.
20They were distressed,
because each one had been so confident;
they arrived there, but were disappointed.
21For now you have become like these streams that are no help;
you see a terror, and are afraid.

Friends’ Fears
22 “Have I ever said, ‘Giveme something,
and from your fortunemake gifts in my favor’?
23Or ‘Deliver me from the enemy’s power,
and from the hand of tyrants ransomme’?

No Sin Discovered
24 “Teachme and I, for my part, will be silent;
explain to me how I have beenmistaken.
25How painful are honest words!
But what does your reproof prove?
26Do you intend to criticize mere words,
and treat the words of a despairingman as wind?
27Yes, you would gamble for the fatherless,
and auction off your friend.

Other Explanation
28 “Now then, be good enough to look at me;
and I will not lie to your face!
29Relent, let there be no falsehood;
reconsider, for my righteousness is intact!
30 Is there any falsehood onmy lips?
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Canmymouth not discern evil things?

7
1 “Does not humanity have hard service on earth?
Are not their days also
like the days of a hiredman?
2Like a servant longing for the evening shadow,
and like a hiredman looking for his wages,
3 thus I have beenmade to inherit
months of futility,
and nights of sorrow
have been appointed to me.
4 If I lie down, I say, ‘Whenwill I arise?’,
and the night stretches on
and I toss and turn restlessly
until the day dawns.
5My body is clothed with worms and dirty scabs;
my skin is broken and festering.
6My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle
and they come to an endwithout hope.
7Remember that my life is but a breath,
that my eyes will never again see happiness.
8The eye of himwho sees me nowwill see me nomore;
your eyes will look for me, but I will be gone.
9As a cloud is dispersed and then disappears,
so the one who goes down to the grave
does not come up again.
10He returns nomore to his house,
nor does his place of residence know him anymore.

Job Remonstrates with God
11 “Therefore, I will not refrainmymouth;
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.
12Am I the sea, or the creature of the deep,
that youmust put me under guard?
13 If I say, “My bedwill comfort me,
my couch will ease my complaint,”
14 then you scare mewith dreams
and terrify mewith visions,
15 so that I would prefer strangling,
and deathmore than life.
16 I loathe it; I do not want to live forever;
leaveme alone, for my days are a vapor!

Insignificance of Humans
17 “What is mankind that youmake somuch of them,
and that you pay attention to them?
18And that you visit them everymorning,
and try them everymoment?
19Will you never look away fromme,
will you not let me alone



Job 7:20 605 Job 8:17

long enough to swallowmy spittle?
20 If I have sinned –what have I done to you,
O watcher of men?
Why have you set me as your target?
Have I become a burden to you?
21Andwhy do you not pardonmy transgression,
and take awaymy iniquity?
For now I will lie down in the dust,
and you will seekme diligently,
but I will be gone.”

8
1Then Bildad the Shuhite spoke up and said:

2 “How long will you speak these things,
seeing that the words of yourmouth
are like a great wind?
3Does God pervert justice?
Or does the Almighty pervert what is right?
4 If your children sinned against him,
he gave them over to the penalty of their sin.
5But if you will look to God,
andmake your supplication to the Almighty,
6 if you become pure and upright,
even now hewill rouse himself for you,
and will restore your righteous abode.
7Your beginning will seem so small,
since your future will flourish.
8 “For inquire now of the former generation,
and pay attention to the findings
of their ancestors;
9For wewere born yesterday and do not have knowledge,
since our days on earth are but a shadow.
10Will they not instruct you and speak to you,
and bring forth words
from their understanding?
11Can the papyrus plant grow tall where there is nomarsh?
Can reeds flourish without water?
12While they are still beginning to flower
and not ripe for cutting,
they can wither away
faster than any grass!
13 Such is the destiny of all who forget God;
the hope of the godless perishes,
14whose trust is in something futile,
whose security is a spider’s web.
15He leans against his house but it does not hold up,
he takes hold of it but it does not stand.
16He is a well-watered plant in the sun,
its shoots spread over its garden.
17 It wraps its roots around a heap of stones
and it looks for a place among stones.
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18 If he is uprooted from his place,
then that place will disown him, saying,
‘I have never seen you!’
19 Indeed, this is the joy of his way,
and out of the earth others spring up.
20 “Surely, God does not reject a blameless man,
nor does he grasp the hand
of the evildoers.
21Hewill yet fill yourmouth with laughter,
and your lips with gladness.
22Those who hate you will be clothed with shame,
and the tent of the wicked will be nomore.”

9
1Then Job answered:

2 “Truly, I know that this is so.
But how can a human be just before God?
3 If someone wishes to contend with him,
he cannot answer him one time in a thousand.
4He is wise in heart andmighty in strength –
who has resisted him and remained safe?
5Hewho removes mountains suddenly,
who overturns them in his anger;
6he who shakes the earth out of its place
so that its pillars tremble;
7he who commands the sun and it does not shine
and seals up the stars;
8he alone spreads out the heavens,
and treads on the waves of the sea;
9hemakes the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades,
and the constellations of the southern sky;
10he does great and unsearchable things,
and wonderful things without number.
11 If he passes byme, I cannot see him,
if he goes by, I cannot perceive him.
12 If he snatches away, who can turn him back?
Who dares to say to him, ‘What are you doing?’
13God does not restrain his anger;
under him the helpers of Rahab lie crushed.

The Impossibility of Facing God in Court
14 “Howmuch less, then, can I answer him
and choosemywords to argue with him!
15Although I am innocent,
I could not answer him;
I could only plead withmy judge for mercy.
16 If I summoned him, and he answeredme,
I would not believe
that he would be listening to my voice –
17he who crushes mewith a tempest,
andmultiplies mywounds for no reason.
18He does not allowme to recover my breath,
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for he fills mewith bitterness.
19 If it is a matter of strength,
most certainly he is the strong one!
And if it is a matter of justice,
he will say, ‘Whowill summonme?’
20Although I am innocent,
mymouth would condemnme;
although I am blameless,
it would declare me perverse.
21 I am blameless. I do not knowmyself.
I despise my life.

Accusation of God’s Justice
22 “It is all one! That is why I say,
‘He destroys the blameless and the guilty.’
23 If a scourge brings sudden death,
hemocks at the despair of the innocent.
24 If a land has been given
into the hand of a wickedman,
he covers the faces of its judges;
if it is not he, then who is it?

Renewed Complaint
25 “My days are swifter than a runner,
they speed by without seeing happiness.
26They glide by like reed boats,
like an eagle that swoops down on its prey.
27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint,
I will changemy expression and be cheerful,’
28 I dread all my sufferings,
for I know that you do not holdme blameless.
29 If I am guilty,
why then wearymyself in vain?
30 If I washmyself with snowwater,
andmakemy hands clean with lye,
31 then you plungeme into a slimy pit
andmy own clothes abhorme.
32For he is not a human being like I am,
that I might answer him,
that wemight come together in judgment.
33Nor is there an arbiter between us,
whomight lay his hand on us both,
34whowould take his rod away fromme
so that his terror would not makeme afraid.
35Thenwould I speak and not fear him,
but it is not so withme.

10
1 “I amweary of my life;
I will complain without restraint;
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.
2 I will say to God, ‘Do not condemnme;
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tell me why you are contending withme.’
3 Is it good for you to oppress,
to despise the work of your hands,
while you smile
on the schemes of the wicked?

Motivations of God
4 “Do you have eyes of flesh,
or do you see as a human being sees?
5Are your days like the days of a mortal,
or your years like the years of a mortal,
6 that youmust search out my iniquity,
and inquire about my sin,
7although you know that I am not guilty,
and that there is no one who can deliver
out of your hand?

Contradictions in God’s Dealings
8 “Your hands have shapedme andmademe,
but now you destroyme completely.
9Remember that you havemademe as with the clay;
will you returnme to dust?
10Did you not pourme out like milk,
and curdle me like cheese?
11You clothedmewith skin and flesh
and knit me together with bones and sinews.
12You gaveme life and favor,
and your intervention watched over my spirit.
13 “But these things you have concealed in your heart;
I know that this is with you:
14 If I sinned, then you would watchme
and youwould not acquit me of my iniquity.
15 If I am guilty, woe to me,
and if I am innocent, I cannot lift my head;
I am full of shame,
and satiated withmy affliction.
16 If I lift myself up,
you hunt me as a fierce lion,
and again you display your power against me.
17You bring newwitnesses against me,
and increase your anger against me;
relief troops come against me.

AnAppeal for Relief
18 “Why then did you bringme out from the womb?
I should have died
and no eye would have seenme!
19 I should have been as though I had never existed;
I should have been carried
right from the womb to the grave!
20Are not my days few?
Cease, then, and leaveme alone,
that I may find a little comfort,
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21before I depart, never to return,
to the land of darkness
and the deepest shadow,
22 to the land of utter darkness,
like the deepest darkness,
and the deepest shadow and disorder,
where even the light is like darkness.”

11
1Then Zophar the Naamathite spoke up and said:

2 “Should not this abundance of words be answered,
or should this talkative man
be vindicated?
3Will your idle talk reduce people to silence,
and will no one rebuke you when youmock?
4For you have said, ‘My teaching is flawless,
and I am pure in your sight.’
5But if only God would speak,
if only he would open his lips against you,
6and reveal to you the secrets of wisdom –
for true wisdom has two sides –
so that you would know
that God has forgiven some of your sins.
7 “Can you discover the essence of God?
Can you find out
the perfection of the Almighty?
8 It is higher than the heavens –what can you do?
It is deeper than Sheol –what can you know?
9 Its measure is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea.
10 If he comes by and confines you
and convenes a court,
then who can prevent him?
11For he knows deceitful men;
when he sees evil, will he not consider it?
12But an emptymanwill becomewise,
when a wild donkey’s colt is born a human being.
13 “As for you, if you prove faithful,
and if you stretch out your hands toward him,
14 if iniquity is in your hand – put it far away,
and do not let evil reside in your tents.
15For then youwill lift up your face
without blemish;
you will be securely established
andwill not fear.
16For you will forget your trouble;
you will remember it
like water that has flowed away.
17And life will be brighter than the noonday;
though there be darkness,
it will be like themorning.
18And youwill be secure, because there is hope;
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you will be protected
andwill take your rest in safety.
19Youwill lie downwith no one to make you afraid,
andmanywill seek your favor.
20But the eyes of the wicked fail,
and escape eludes them;
their one hope is to breathe their last.”

12
1Then Job answered:

2 “Without a doubt you are the people,
and wisdomwill die with you.
3 I also have understanding as well as you;
I am not inferior to you.
Who does not know such things as these?
4 I am a laughingstock to my friends,
I, who called on God andwhom he answered –
a righteous and blameless man
is a laughingstock!
5For calamity, there is derision
(according to the ideas of the fortunate ) –
a fate for those whose feet slip!
6But the tents of robbers are peaceful,
and those who provoke God are confident –
who carry their god in their hands.

Knowledge of God’sWisdom
7 “But now, ask the animals and they will teach you,
or the birds of the sky and they will tell you.
8Or speak to the earth and it will teach you,
or let the fish of the sea declare to you.
9Which of all these does not know
that the hand of the LORD|strong="H3069" has done this,
10 in whose hand is the life of every creature
and the breath of all the human race.
11Does not the ear test words,
as the tongue tastes food?
12 Is not wisdom found among the aged?
Does not long life bring understanding?
13 “With God are wisdom and power;
counsel and understanding are his.
14 If he tears down, it cannot be rebuilt;
if he imprisons a person, there is no escape.
15 If he holds back the waters, then they dry up;
if he releases them, they destroy the land.
16With him are strength and prudence;
both the one who goes astray
and the one whomisleads are his.
17He leads counselors away stripped
andmakes judges into fools.
18He loosens the bonds of kings
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and binds a loincloth around their waist.
19He leads priests away stripped
and overthrows the potentates.
20He deprives the trusted advisers of speech
and takes away the discernment of elders.
21He pours contempt on noblemen
and disarms the powerful.
22He reveals the deep things of darkness,
and brings deep shadows into the light.
23Hemakes nations great, and destroys them;
he extends the boundaries of nations
and disperses them.
24He deprives the leaders of the earth
of their understanding;
hemakes themwander
in a trackless desert waste.
25They grope about in darkness without light;
he makes them stagger like drunkards.

13
1 “Indeed, my eyes have seen all this,
my ears have heard and understood it.
2What you know, I know also;
I am not inferior to you!
3But I wish to speak to the Almighty,
and I desire to arguemy case with God.
4But you, however, are inventors of lies;
all of you are worthless physicians!
5 If only you would keep completely silent!
For you, that would be wisdom.
6 “Listen now tomy argument,
and be attentive to my lips’ contentions.
7Will you speak wickedly on God’s behalf?
Will you speak deceitfully for him?
8Will you show him partiality?
Will you argue the case for God?
9Would it turn out well if he would examine you?
Or as one deceives amanwould you deceive him?
10Hewould certainly rebuke you
if you secretly showed partiality!
11Would not his splendor terrify you
and the fear he inspires fall on you?
12Yourmaxims are proverbs of ashes;
your defenses are defenses of clay.
13 “Refrain from talking withme so that I may speak;
then let come tomewhat may.
14Why do I put myself in peril,
and takemy life in my hands?
15Even if he slays me, I will hope in him;
I will surely defendmyways to his face!
16Moreover, this will becomemy deliverance,
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for no godless person would come before him.
17Listen carefully to mywords;
let your ears be attentive to my explanation.
18 See now, I have preparedmy case;
I know that I am right.
19Whowill contend withme?
If anyone can, I will be silent and die.
20Only in two things spareme, O God,
and then I will not hide from your face:
21Remove your hand far fromme
and stopmakingme afraid with your terror.
22Then call, and I will answer,
or I will speak, and you respond tome.
23Howmany aremy iniquities and sins?
Showmemy transgression andmy sin.
24Why do you hide your face
and regardme as your enemy?
25Do youwish to torment a windblown leaf
and chase after dry chaff?
26For you write down bitter things against me
and causeme to inherit the sins of my youth.
27And you put my feet in the stocks
and youwatch all mymovements;
you put marks on the soles of my feet.
28 So I waste away like something rotten,
like a garment eaten bymoths.

14
1 “Man, born of woman,
lives but a few days, and they are full of trouble.
2He grows up like a flower and then withers away;
he flees like a shadow, and does not remain.
3Do you fix your eye on such a one?
And do you bringme before you for judgment?
4Who canmake a clean thing come from an unclean?
No one!
5 Sinceman’s days are determined,
the number of his months is under your control;
you have set his limit and he cannot pass it.
6Look away from him and let him desist,
until he fulfills his time like a hiredman.

The Inevitability of Death
7 “But there is hope for a tree:
If it is cut down, it will sprout again,
and its new shoots will not fail.
8Although its roots may grow old in the ground
and its stump begins to die in the soil,
9at the scent of water it will flourish
and put forth shoots like a new plant.
10But man dies and is powerless;
he expires – andwhere is he?
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11As water disappears from the sea,
or a river drains away and dries up,
12 so man lies down and does not rise;
until the heavens are nomore,
they will not awake
nor arise from their sleep.

The Possibility of Another Life
13 “O that you would hideme in Sheol,
and conceal me till your anger has passed!
O that you would set me a time
and then rememberme!
14 If a man dies, will he live again?
All the days of my hard service I will wait
until my release comes.
15Youwill call and I – I will answer you;
you will long for the creature you havemade.

The Present Condition
16 “Surely now you count my steps;
then you would not markmy sin.
17My offenses would be sealed up in a bag;
you would cover over my sin.
18But as amountain falls away and crumbles,
and as a rock will be removed from its place,
19as water wears away stones,
and torrents wash away the soil,
so you destroyman’s hope.
20You overpower him once for all,
and he departs;
you change his appearance
and send him away.
21 If his sons are honored,
he does not know it;
if they are brought low,
he does not see it.
22Only his flesh has pain for himself,
and hemourns for himself.”

15
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:

2 “Does a wise man answer with blustery knowledge,
or fill his belly with the east wind?
3Does he argue with useless talk,
with words that have no value in them?
4But you even break off piety,
and hinder meditation before God.
5Your sin inspires yourmouth;
you choose the language of the crafty.
6Your ownmouth condemns you, not I;
your own lips testify against you.
7 “Were you the first man ever born?
Were you brought forth before the hills?
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8Do you listen in on God’s secret council?
Do you limit wisdom to yourself?
9What do you know that we don’t know?
What do you understand that we don’t understand?
10The gray-haired and the aged are on our side,
men far older than your father.
11Are God’s consolations too trivial for you;
or a word spoken in gentleness to you?
12Why has your heart carried you away,
and why do your eyes flash,
13when you turn your rage against God
and allow such words to escape from yourmouth?
14What is man that he should be pure,
or one born of woman, that he should be righteous?
15 If God places no trust in his holy ones,
if even the heavens are not pure in his eyes,
16howmuch less man, who is abominable and corrupt,
who drinks in evil like water!
17 “I will explain to you;
listen to me,
and what I have seen, I will declare,
18what wise men declare,
hiding nothing,
from the tradition of their ancestors,
19 to whom alone the land was given
when no foreigner passed among them.
20All his days the wickedman suffers torment,
throughout the number of the years
that are stored up for the tyrant.
21Terrifying sounds fill his ears;
in a time of peacemarauders attack him.
22He does not expect to escape from darkness;
he is marked for the sword;
23he wanders about – food for vultures;
he knows that the day of darkness is at hand.
24Distress and anguish terrify him;
they prevail against him
like a king ready to launch an attack,
25 for he stretches out his hand against God,
and vaunts himself against the Almighty,
26defiantly charging against him
with a thick, strong shield!
27Because he covered his face with fat,
andmade his hips bulge with fat,
28he lived in ruined towns
and in houses where no one lives,
where they are ready to crumble into heaps.
29Hewill not grow rich,
and his wealth will not endure,
nor will his possessions spread over the land.
30Hewill not escape the darkness;
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a flamewill wither his shoots
and he will depart
by the breath of God’s mouth.
31Let him not trust in what is worthless,
deceiving himself;
for worthlessness will be his reward.
32Before his time he will be paid in full,
and his branches will not flourish.
33Like a vine he will let his sour grapes fall,
and like an olive tree
he will shed his blossoms.
34For the company of the godless is barren,
and fire consumes the tents of those who accept bribes.
35They conceive trouble and bring forth evil;
their belly prepares deception.”

16
1Then Job replied:

2 “I have heardmany things like these before.
What miserable comforters are you all!
3Will there be an end to your windy words?
Or what provokes you that you answer?
4 I also could speak like you,
if you were inmy place;
I could pile up words against you
and I could shakemy head at you.
5But I would strengthen youwithmywords;
comfort frommy lips would bring you relief.

Abandonment by God andMan
6 “But if I speak, my pain is not relieved,
and if I refrain from speaking
– howmuch of it goes away?
7 Surely now he has wornme out,
you have devastatedmy entire household.
8You have seizedme,
and it has become a witness;
my leanness has risen up against me
and testifies against me.
9His anger has tornme and persecutedme;
he has gnashed at mewith his teeth;
my adversary locks his eyes onme.
10People have opened their mouths against me,
they have struckmy cheek in scorn;
they unite together against me.
11God abandonsme to evil men,
and throwsme into the hands of wickedmen.
12 I was in peace, and he has shatteredme.
He has seizedme by the neck and crushedme.
He has mademe his target;
13his archers surroundme.
Without pity he pierces my kidneys
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and pours out my gall on the ground.
14He breaks through against me, time and time again;
he rushes against me like a warrior.
15 I have sewed sackcloth onmy skin,
and buriedmy horn in the dust;
16my face is reddened because of weeping,
and onmy eyelids there is a deep darkness,
17although there is no violence inmy hands
andmy prayer is pure.

AnAppeal to God asWitness
18 “O earth, do not cover my blood,
nor let there be a secret place for my cry.
19Even nowmywitness is in heaven;
my advocate is on high.
20My intercessor is my friend
as my eyes pour out tears to God;
21and he contends with God on behalf of man
as aman pleads for his friend.
22For the years that lie ahead are few,
and then I will go on the way of no return.

17
1My spirit is broken,
my days have faded out,
the grave awaits me.
2 Surely mockery is withme;
my eyes must dwell on their hostility.
3Make thenmy pledge with you.
Who else will put up security for me?
4Because you have closed their minds to understanding,
therefore you will not exalt them.
5 If a man denounces his friends for personal gain,
the eyes of his children will fail.
6He hasmademe a byword to people,
I am the one in whose face they spit.
7My eyes have grown dimwith grief;
mywhole frame is but a shadow.
8Upright men are appalled at this;
the innocent man is troubled with the godless.
9But the righteous man holds to his way,
and the one with clean hands grows stronger.

Anticipation of Death
10 “But turn, all of you, and come now!
I will not find a wise man among you.
11My days have passed, my plans are shattered,
even the desires of my heart.
12Thesemen change night into day;
they say, ‘The light is near
in the face of darkness.’
13 If I hope for the grave to bemy home,
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if I spread out my bed in darkness,
14 If I cry to corruption, ‘You aremy father,’
and to the worm, ‘MyMother,’ or ‘My sister,’
15where then is my hope?
Andmy hope, who sees it?
16Will it go down to the barred gates of death?
Will we descend together into the dust?”

18
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:

2 “How long until youmake an end of words?
Youmust consider, and then we can talk.
3Why should we be regarded as beasts,
and considered stupid in your sight?
4Youwho tear yourself to pieces in your anger,
will the earth be abandoned for your sake?
Or will a rock bemoved from its place?
5 “Yes, the lamp of the wicked is extinguished;
his flame of fire does not shine.
6The light in his tent grows dark;
his lamp above him is extinguished.
7His vigorous steps are restricted,
and his own counsel throws him down.
8For he has been thrown into a net by his feet
and he wanders into amesh.
9A trap seizes him by the heel;
a snare grips him.
10A rope is hidden for him on the ground
and a trap for him lies on the path.
11Terrors frighten him on all sides
and dog his every step.
12Calamity is hungry for him,
andmisfortune is ready at his side.
13 It eats away parts of his skin;
the most terrible death devours his limbs.
14He is dragged from the security of his tent,
andmarched off to the king of terrors.
15Fire resides in his tent;
over his residence burning sulfur is scattered.
16Below his roots dry up,
and his branches wither above.
17His memory perishes from the earth,
he has no name in the land.
18He is driven from light into darkness
and is banished from the world.
19He has neither children nor descendants among his people,
no survivor in those places he once stayed.
20People of the west are appalled at his fate;
people of the east are seized with horror, saying,
21 ‘Surely such is the residence of an evil man;
and this is the place of one who has not known God.’ ”
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19
1Then Job answered:

2 “How long will you torment me
and crushmewith your words?
3These ten times you have been reproachingme;
you are not ashamed to attackme!
4But even if it were true that I have erred,
my error remains solely my concern!
5 If indeed you would exalt yourselves aboveme
and pleadmy disgrace against me,
6know then that God has wrongedme
and encircledmewith his net.

Job’s Abandonment and Affliction
7 “If I cry out, ‘Violence!’
I receive no answer;
I cry for help,
but there is no justice.
8He has blockedmyway so I cannot pass,
and has set darkness over my paths.
9He has strippedme of my honor
and has taken the crown offmy head.
10He tears me down on every side until I perish;
he uproots my hope like one uproots a tree.
11Thus his anger burns against me,
and he considers me among his enemies.
12His troops advance together;
they throw up a siege ramp against me,
and they camp aroundmy tent.

Job’s Forsaken State
13 “He has put my relatives far fromme;
my acquaintances only turn away fromme.
14My kinsmen have failedme;
my friends have forgottenme.
15My guests andmy servant girls
consider me a stranger;
I am a foreigner in their eyes.
16 I summonmy servant, but he does not respond,
even though I implore himwithmy ownmouth.
17My breath is repulsive to mywife;
I am loathsome tomy brothers.
18Even youngsters have scornedme;
when I get up, they scoff at me.
19All my closest friends detest me;
and those whom I love have turned against me.
20My bones stick to my skin andmy flesh;
I have escaped alive with only the skin of my teeth.
21Have pity onme, my friends, have pity onme,
for the hand of God has struckme.
22Why do you pursueme like God does?
Will you never be satiated withmy flesh?
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Job’s Assurance of Vindication
23 “O that mywords were written down,
O that they were written on a scroll,
24 that with an iron chisel and with lead
they were engraved in a rock forever!
25As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that as the last
he will stand upon the earth.
26And after my skin has been destroyed,
yet in my flesh I will see God,
27whom I will see for myself,
and whommy own eyes will behold,
and not another.
My heart grows faint withinme.
28 If you say, ‘Howwewill pursue him,
since the root of the trouble is found in him!’
29Fear the sword yourselves,
for wrath brings the punishment by the sword,
so that youmay know
that there is judgment.”

20
1Then Zophar the Naamathite answered:

2 “This is whymy troubled thoughts bringme back –
because of my feelings withinme.
3When I hear a reproof that dishonors me,
thenmy understanding prompts me to answer.
4 “Surely you know that it has been from old,
ever since humankind was placed on the earth,
5 that the elation of the wicked is brief,
the joy of the godless lasts but a moment.
6Even though his stature reaches to the heavens
and his head touches the clouds,
7he will perish forever, like his own excrement;
those who used to see himwill say, ‘Where is he?’
8Like a dream he flies away, never again to be found,
and like a vision of the night he is put to flight.
9People who had seen himwill not see him again,
and the place where he was
will recognize him no longer.
10His sons must recompense the poor;
his own handsmust return his wealth.
11His bones were full of his youthful vigor,
but that vigor will lie downwith him in the dust.
12 “If evil is sweet in his mouth
and he hides it under his tongue,
13 if he retains it for himself
and does not let it go,
and holds it fast in his mouth,
14his food is turned sour in his stomach;
it becomes the venom of serpents within him.
15The wealth that he consumed he vomits up,
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Godwill make him throw it out of his stomach.
16He sucks the poison of serpents;
the fangs of a viper kill him.
17Hewill not look on the streams,
the rivers, which are the torrents
of honey and butter.
18He gives back the ill-gotten gain
without assimilating it;
he will not enjoy the wealth from his commerce.
19For he has oppressed the poor and abandoned them;
he has seized a house which he did not build.
20For he knows no satisfaction in his appetite;
he does not let anything he desires escape.
21 “Nothing is left for him to devour;
that is why his prosperity does not last.
22 In the fullness of his sufficiency,
distress overtakes him.
the full force of misery will come upon him.
23 “While he is filling his belly,
God sends his burning anger against him,
and rains down his blows upon him.
24 If he flees from an iron weapon,
then an arrow from a bronze bow pierces him.
25When he pulls it out and it comes out of his back,
the gleaming point out of his liver,
terrors come over him.
26Total darkness waits to receive his treasures;
a fire which has not been kindled
will consume him
and devour what is left in his tent.
27The heavens reveal his iniquity;
the earth rises up against him.
28A floodwill carry off his house,
rushing waters on the day of God’s wrath.
29 Such is the lot God allots the wicked,
and the heritage of his appointment from God.”

21
1Then Job answered:

2 “Listen carefully to mywords;
let this be the consolation you offerme.
3Bear withme and I will speak,
and after I have spoken youmaymock.
4 Is my complaint against a man?
If so, why should I not be impatient?
5Look at me and be appalled;
put your hands over yourmouths.
6For, when I think about this, I am terrified
andmy body feels a shudder.

TheWicked Prosper
7 “Why do the wicked go on living,
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grow old, even increase in power?
8Their children are firmly established
in their presence,
their offspring before their eyes.
9Their houses are safe and without fear;
and no rod of punishment from God is upon them.
10Their bulls breed without fail;
their cows calve and do not miscarry.
11They allow their children to run like a flock;
their little ones dance about.
12They sing to the accompaniment of tambourine and harp,
andmakemerry to the sound of the flute.
13They live out their years in prosperity
and go down to the grave in peace.
14 So they say to God, ‘Turn away from us!
We do not want to know your ways.
15Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him?
What would we gain
if we were to pray to him?’
16But their prosperity is not their own doing.
The counsel of the wicked is far fromme!

HowOften Do theWicked Suffer?
17 “How often is the lamp of the wicked extinguished?
How often does their misfortune come upon them?
How often does God apportion pain to them in his anger?
18How often are they like straw before the wind,
and like chaff swept away by a whirlwind?
19Youmay say, ‘God stores up aman’s punishment for his children!’
Instead let him repay theman himself
so that hemay know it!
20Let his own eyes see his destruction;
let him drink of the anger of the Almighty.
21For what is his interest in his home
after his death,
when the number of his months
has been broken off?
22Can anyone teach God knowledge,
since he judges those that are on high?

Death Levels Everything
23 “Oneman dies in his full vigor,
completely secure and prosperous,
24his body well nourished,
and themarrow of his bones moist.
25And another man dies in bitterness of soul,
never having tasted anything good.
26Together they lie down in the dust,
and worms cover over them both.

FutileWords, Deceptive Answers
27 “Yes, I knowwhat you are thinking,
the schemes by which you would wrongme.
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28For you say,
‘Where now is the nobleman’s house,
and where are the tents in which the wicked lived?’
29Have you never questioned those who travel the roads?
Do you not recognize their accounts –
30 that the evil man is spared
from the day of his misfortune,
that he is delivered
from the day of God’s wrath?
31No one denounces his conduct to his face;
no one repays him for what he has done.
32Andwhen he is carried to the tombs,
and watch is kept over the funeral mound,
33The clods of the torrent valley are sweet to him;
behind him everybody follows in procession,
and before him goes a countless throng.
34 So how can you console mewith your futile words?
Nothing is left of your answers but deception!”

22
1Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:

2 “Is it to God that a strongman is of benefit?
Is it to him that even a wise man is profitable?
3 Is it of any special benefit to the Almighty
that you should be righteous,
or is it any gain to him
that youmake your ways blameless?
4 Is it because of your piety that he rebukes you
and goes to judgment with you?
5 Is not your wickedness great
and is there no end to your iniquity?
6 “For you took pledges from your brothers
for no reason,
and you stripped the clothing from the naked.
7You gave the weary no water to drink
and from the hungry you withheld food.
8Although youwere a powerful man, owning land,
an honoredman living on it,
9you sent widows away empty-handed,
and the arms of the orphans you crushed.
10That is why snares surround you,
and why sudden fear terrifies you,
11why it is so dark you cannot see,
and why a flood of water covers you.
12 “Is not God on high in heaven?
And see the lofty stars, how high they are!
13But you have said, ‘What does God know?
Does he judge through such deep darkness?
14Thick clouds are a veil for him, so he does not see us,
as he goes back and forth
in the vault of heaven.’
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15Will you keep to the old path
that evil men have walked –
16menwhowere carried off before their time,
when the flood was poured out
on their foundations?
17They were saying to God, ‘Turn away from us,’
and ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’
18But it was he who filled their houses
with good things –
yet the counsel of the wicked
was far fromme.
19The righteous see their destruction and rejoice;
the innocent mock them scornfully, saying,
20 ‘Surely our enemies are destroyed,
and fire consumes their wealth.’
21 “Reconcile yourself with God,
and be at peace with him;
in this way your prosperity will be good.
22Accept instruction from his mouth
and store up his words in your heart.
23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up;
if you remove wicked behavior far from your tent,
24and throw your gold in the dust –
your gold of Ophir
among the rocks in the ravines –
25 then the Almighty himself will be your gold,
and the choicest silver for you.
26 Surely then you will delight yourself in the Almighty,
and will lift up your face toward God.
27Youwill pray to him and he will hear you,
and youwill fulfill your vows to him.
28Whatever you decide on amatter,
it will be established for you,
and light will shine on your ways.
29When people are brought low and you say
‘Lift them up!’
then he will save the downcast;
30he will deliver even someone who is not innocent,
who will escape through the cleanness of your hands.”

23
1Then Job answered:

2 “Even todaymy complaint is still bitter;
his hand is heavy despite my groaning.
3O that I knewwhere I might find him,
that I could come to his place of residence!
4 I would lay out my case before him
and fill mymouth with arguments.
5 I would knowwith what words he would answerme,
and understand what he would say to me.
6Would he contend withmewith great power?
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No, he would only pay attention to me.
7There an upright person
could present his case before him,
and I would be delivered forever frommy judge.

The Inaccessibility and Power of God
8 “If I go to the east, he is not there,
and to the west, yet I do not perceive him.
9 In the north when he is at work,
I do not see him;
when he turns to the south,
I see no trace of him.
10But he knows the pathway that I take;
if he testedme, I would come forth like gold.
11My feet have followed his steps closely;
I have kept to his way and have not turned aside.
12 I have not departed from the commands of his lips;
I have treasured the words of his mouthmore thanmy allotted portion.
13But he is unchangeable, and who can change him?
Whatever he has desired, he does.
14For he fulfills his decree against me,
andmany such things are his plans.
15That is why I am terrified in his presence;
when I consider, I am afraid because of him.
16 Indeed, God has mademy heart faint;
the Almighty has terrifiedme.
17Yet I have not been silent because of the darkness,
because of the thick darkness
that coveredmy face.

24
1 “Why are times not appointed by the Almighty?
Why do those who know him not see his days?
2Menmove boundary stones;
they seize the flock and pasture them.
3They drive away the orphan’s donkey;
they take the widow’s ox as a pledge.
4They turn the needy from the pathway,
and the poor of the land hide themselves together.
5Like wild donkeys in the desert
they go out to their labor,
seeking diligently for food;
the wasteland provides food for them
and for their children.
6They reap fodder in the field,
and glean in the vineyard of the wicked.
7They spend the night naked because they lack clothing;
they have no covering against the cold.
8They are soaked bymountain rains
and huddle in the rocks because they lack shelter.
9The fatherless child is snatched from the breast,
the infant of the poor is taken as a pledge.
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10They go about naked, without clothing,
and go hungry while they carry the sheaves.
11They press out the olive oil between the rows of olive trees;
they tread the winepresses while they are thirsty.
12From the city the dying groan,
and the wounded cry out for help,
but God charges no one with wrongdoing.
13There are those who rebel against the light;
they do not know its ways
and they do not stay on its paths.
14Before daybreak themurderer rises up;
he kills the poor and the needy;
in the night he is like a thief.
15And the eye of the adulterer watches for the twilight,
thinking, ‘No eye can seeme,’
and covers his face with amask.
16 In the dark the robber breaks into houses,
but by day they shut themselves in;
they do not know the light.
17For all of them, themorning is to them
like deep darkness;
they are friends with the terrors of darkness.
18
“You say, ‘He is foam on the face of the waters;
their portion of the land is cursed
so that no one goes to their vineyard.
19The drought as well as the heat carry away
themelted snow;
so the grave takes away those who have sinned.
20The womb forgets him,
the worm feasts on him,
no longer will he be remembered.
Like a tree, wickedness will be broken down.
21He preys on the barren and childless woman,
and does not treat the widowwell.
22But God drags off themighty by his power;
when God rises up against him, he has no faith in his life.
23Godmay let them rest in a feeling of security,
but he is constantly watching all their ways.
24They are exalted for a little while,
and then they are gone,
they are brought low like all others,
and gathered in,
and like a head of grain they are cut off.’
25 “If this is not so, who can proveme a liar
and reducemywords to nothing?”

25
1Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:

2 “Dominion and awesomemight belong to God;
he establishes peace in his heights.
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3Can his armies be numbered?
Onwhom does his light not rise?
4How then can a human being be righteous before God?
How can one born of a woman be pure?
5 If even themoon is not bright,
and the stars are not pure as far as he is concerned,
6howmuch less a mortal man, who is but a maggot –
a son of man, who is only a worm!”

26
1Then Job replied:

2 “How you have helped the powerless!
How you have saved the person who has no strength!
3How you have advised the one without wisdom,
and abundantly revealed your insight!
4To whom did you utter these words?
Andwhose spirit has come forth from yourmouth?

ABetter Description of God’s Greatness
5 “The dead tremble –
those beneath the waters
and all that live in them.
6The underworld is naked before God;
the place of destruction lies uncovered.
7He spreads out the northern skies over empty space;
he suspends the earth on nothing.
8He locks the waters in his clouds,
and the clouds do not burst with the weight of them.
9He conceals the face of the full moon,
shrouding it with his clouds.
10Hemarks out the horizon on the surface of the waters
as a boundary between light and darkness.
11The pillars of the heavens tremble
and are amazed at his rebuke.
12By his power he stills the sea;
by his wisdom he cut Rahab the great seamonster to pieces.
13By his breath the skies became fair;
his hand pierced the fleeing serpent.
14 Indeed, these are but the outer fringes of his ways!
How faint is the whisper we hear of him!
But who can understand the thunder of his power?”

27
1And Job took up his discourse again:

2 “As surely as God lives, who has deniedme justice,
the Almighty, who has mademy life bitter –
3 for while my spirit is still in me,
and the breath from God is in my nostrils,
4my lips will not speak wickedness,
andmy tongue will whisper no deceit.
5 I will never declare that you three are in the right;
until I die, I will not set aside my integrity!
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6 I will maintainmy righteousness
and never let it go;
my conscience will not reproachme
for as long as I live.

The Condition of theWicked
7 “Maymy enemy be like the wicked,
my adversary like the unrighteous.
8For what hope does the godless have when he is cut off,
when God takes away his life?
9Does God listen to his cry
when distress overtakes him?
10Will he find delight in the Almighty?
Will he call out to God at all times?
11 I will teach you about the power of God;
What is on the Almighty’s mind I will not conceal.
12 If you yourselves have all seen this,
Why in the world do you continue this meaningless talk?
13This is the portion of the wickedman
allotted by God,
the inheritance that evildoers receive
from the Almighty.
14 If his children increase – it is for the sword!
His offspring never have enough to eat.
15Those who survive him are buried by the plague,
and their widows do not mourn for them.
16 If he piles up silver like dust
and stores up clothing like mounds of clay,
17what he stores up a righteous manwill wear,
and an innocent manwill inherit his silver.
18The house he builds is as fragile as a moth’s cocoon,
like a hut that a watchman hasmade.
19He goes to bed wealthy, but will do so nomore.
When he opens his eyes, it is all gone.
20Terrors overwhelm him like a flood;
at night a whirlwind carries him off.
21The east wind carries him away, and he is gone;
it sweeps him out of his place.
22 It hurls itself against himwithout pity
as he flees headlong from its power.
23 It claps its hands at him in derision
and hisses him away from his place.

28
1 “Surely there is a mine for silver,
and a place where gold is refined.
2 Iron is taken from the ground,
and rock is poured out as copper.
3Man puts an end to the darkness;
he searches the farthest recesses
for the ore in the deepest darkness.
4Far fromwhere people live he sinks a shaft,
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in places travelers have long forgotten,
far from other people he dangles and sways.
5The earth, fromwhich food comes,
is overturned below as though by fire;
6a place whose stones are sapphires
and which contains dust of gold;
7a hidden path no bird of prey knows –
no falcon’s eye has spotted it.
8Proud beasts have not set foot on it,
and no lion has passed along it.
9On the flinty rockman has set to work with his hand;
he has overturnedmountains at their bases.
10He has cut out channels through the rocks;
his eyes have spotted every precious thing.
11He has searched the sources of the rivers
and what was hidden he has brought into the light.

No Price Can BuyWisdom
12 “But wisdom –where can it be found?
Where is the place of understanding?
13Mankind does not know its place;
it cannot be found in the land of the living.
14The deep says, ‘It is not withme.’
And the sea says, ‘It is not withme.’
15Fine gold cannot be given in exchange for it,
nor can its price be weighed out in silver.
16 It cannot bemeasured out for purchase with the gold of Ophir,
with precious onyx or sapphires.
17Neither gold nor crystal can be compared with it,
nor can a vase of gold match its worth.
18Of coral and jasper nomention will be made;
the price of wisdom is more than pearls.
19The topaz of Cush cannot be compared with it;
it cannot be purchased with pure gold.

God Alone HasWisdom
20 “But wisdom –where does it come from?
Where is the place of understanding?
21For it has been hidden
from the eyes of every living creature,
and from the birds of the sky it has been concealed.
22Destruction and Death say,
‘With our ears we have heard a rumor about where it can be found.’
23God understands the way to it,
and he alone knows its place.
24For he looks to the ends of the earth
and observes everything under the heavens.
25When hemade the force of the wind
andmeasured the waters with a gauge.
26When he imposed a limit for the rain,
and a path for the thunderstorm,
27 then he looked at wisdom and assessed its value;
he established it and examined it closely.
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28And he said to mankind,
‘The fear of the LORD|strong="H0136" – that is wisdom,
and to turn away from evil is understanding.’ ”

29
1Then Job continued his speech:

2 “O that I could be as I was
in themonths now gone,
in the days when Godwatched over me,
3when he caused his lamp
to shine uponmy head,
and by his light
I walked through darkness;
4 just as I was inmymost productive time,
when God’s intimate friendship was experienced inmy tent,
5when the Almighty was still with me
andmy children were aroundme;
6whenmy steps were bathed with butter
and the rock poured out for me streams of olive oil!
7When I went out to the city gate
and securedmy seat in the public square,
8 the youngmenwould seeme and step aside,
and the oldmenwould get up and remain standing;
9 the chief men refrained from talking
and covered their mouths with their hands;
10 the voices of the nobles fell silent,
and their tongues stuck to the roof of their mouths.

Job’s Benevolence
11 “As soon as the ear heard these things, it blessedme,
and when the eye saw them, it bore witness to me,
12 for I rescued the poor who cried out for help,
and the orphanwho had no one to assist him;
13 the blessing of the dyingman descended onme,
and I made the widow’s heart rejoice;
14 I put on righteousness and it clothedme,
my just dealing was like a robe and a turban;
15 I was eyes for the blind
and feet for the lame;
16 I was a father to the needy,
and I investigated the case of the person I did not know;
17 I broke the fangs of the wicked,
andmade him drop his prey from his teeth.

Job’s Confidence
18 “Then I thought, ‘I will die in my own home,
my days as numerous as the grains of sand.
19My roots reach the water,
and the dew lies onmy branches all night long.
20My glory will always be fresh inme,
andmy bow ever new inmy hand.’
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Job’s Reputation
21 “People listened to me andwaited silently;
they kept silent for my advice.
22After I had spoken, they did not respond;
mywords fell on them drop by drop.
23They waited for me as people wait for the rain,
and they opened their mouths
as for the spring rains.
24 If I smiled at them, they hardly believed it;
and they did not cause the light of my face to darken.
25 I chose the way for them
and sat as their chief;
I lived like a king among his troops;
I was like one who comforts mourners.

30
1 “But now theymockme, those who are younger than I,
whose fathers I disdained toomuch
to put withmy sheep dogs.
2Moreover, the strength of their hands –
what use was it to me?
Menwhose strength had perished;
3 gaunt with want and hunger,
they would gnaw the parched land,
in former time desolate and waste.
4By the brush they would gather herbs from the salt marshes,
and the root of the broom tree was their food.
5They were banished from the community –
people shouted at them
like they would shout at thieves –
6 so that they had to live
in the dry stream beds,
in the holes of the ground, and among the rocks.
7They brayed like animals among the bushes
and were huddled together under the nettles.
8 Sons of senseless and nameless people,
they were driven out of the land with whips.

Job’s Indignities
9 “And now I have become their taunt song;
I have become a byword among them.
10They detest me andmaintain their distance;
they do not hesitate to spit in my face.
11Because God has untiedmy tent cord and afflictedme,
people throw off all restraint in my presence.
12Onmy right the young rabble rise up;
they drive me from place to place,
and build up siege ramps against me.
13They destroymy path;
they succeed in destroyingme
without anyone assisting them.
14They come in as through a wide breach;
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amid the crash they come rolling in.
15Terrors are turned loose onme;
they drive awaymy honor like the wind,
and like a cloudmy deliverance has passed away.

Job’s Despondency
16 “And nowmy soul pours itself out withinme;
days of suffering take hold of me.
17Night pierces my bones;
my gnawing pains never cease.
18With great power God grasps my clothing;
he binds me like the collar of my tunic.
19He has flungme into themud,
and I have come to resemble dust and ashes.
20 I cry out to you, but you do not answerme;
I stand up, and you only look at me.
21You have become cruel to me;
with the strength of your hand you attackme.
22You pickme up on the wind andmakeme ride on it;
you toss me about in the storm.
23 I know that you are bringingme to death,
to themeeting place for all the living.

The ContrastWith the Past
24 “Surely one does not stretch out his hand
against a brokenman
when he cries for help in his distress.
25Have I not wept for the unfortunate?
Was not my soul grieved for the poor?
26But when I hoped for good, trouble came;
when I expected light, then darkness came.
27My heart is in turmoil unceasingly;
the days of my affliction confront me.
28 I go about blackened, but not by the sun;
in the assembly I stand up and cry for help.
29 I have become a brother to jackals
and a companion of ostriches.
30My skin has turned dark onme;
my body is hot with fever.
31My harp is used for mourning
andmy flute for the sound of weeping.

31
1 “I made a covenant withmy eyes;
how then could I entertain thoughts against a virgin?
2What then would be one’s lot from God above,
one’s heritage from the Almighty on high?
3 Is it not misfortune for the unjust,
and disaster for those whowork iniquity?
4Does he not see myways
and count all my steps?
5 If I have walked in falsehood,
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and if my foot has hastened to deceit –
6 let himweighmewith honest scales;
then Godwill discover my integrity.
7 If my footsteps have strayed from the way,
if my heart has gone after my eyes,
or if anything has defiledmy hands,
8 then let me sow and let another eat,
and let my crops be uprooted.
9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman,
and I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door,
10 then let mywife turn themillstone for another man,
andmay other men have sexual relations with her.
11For I would have committed a shameful act,
an iniquity to be judged.
12For it is a fire that devours even to Destruction,
and it would uproot all my harvest.
13 “If I have disregarded the right of mymale servants
or my female servants
when they disputed withme,
14 then what will I do when God confronts me in judgment;
when he intervenes,
howwill I respond to him?
15Did not the one whomademe in the wombmake them?
Did not the same one form us in the womb?
16 If I have refused to give the poor what they desired,
or caused the eyes of the widow to fail,
17 If I ate mymorsel of breadmyself,
and did not share any of it with orphans –
18but frommy youth I raised the orphan like a father,
and frommymother’s womb
I guided the widow!
19 If I have seen anyone about to perish for lack of clothing,
or a poor manwithout a coat,
20whose heart did not bless me
as he warmed himself with the fleece of my sheep,
21 if I have raisedmy hand to vote against the orphan,
when I sawmy support in the court,
22 then let my arm fall from the shoulder,
let my arm be broken off at the socket.
23For the calamity from Godwas a terror to me,
and by reason of his majesty I was powerless.
24 “If I have put my confidence in gold
or said to pure gold,
‘You aremy security!’
25 if I have rejoiced because of the extent of mywealth,
or because of the great wealth my hand had gained,
26 if I looked at the sun when it was shining,
and themoon advancing as a precious thing,
27 so that my heart was secretly enticed,
andmy hand threw them a kiss frommymouth,
28 then this also would be iniquity to be judged,
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for I would have been false to God above.
29 If I have rejoiced over themisfortune of my enemy
or exulted because calamity found him –
30 I have not even permittedmymouth to sin
by asking for his life through a curse –
31 if the members of my household have never said,
‘If only there were someone
who has not been satisfied from Job’s meat!’ –
32But no stranger had to spend the night outside,
for I openedmy doors to the traveler –
33 if I have coveredmy transgressions as men do,
by hiding iniquity in my heart,
34because I was terrified of the great multitude,
and the contempt of families terrifiedme,
so that I remained silent
and would not go outdoors –

Job’s Appeal
35 “If only I had someone to hear me!
Here is my signature –
let the Almighty answerme!
If only I had an indictment
that my accuser had written.
36 Surely I would wear it proudly onmy shoulder,
I would bind it onme like a crown;
37 I would give him an accounting of my steps;
like a prince I would approach him.

Job’s Final SolemnOath
38 “If my land cried out against me
and all its furrows wept together,
39 if I have eaten its produce without paying,
or caused the death of its owners,
40 then let thorns sprout up in place of wheat,
and in place of barley, weeds!”
The words of Job are ended.

32
1 So these three men refused to answer Job further, because he was righteous in his

own eyes.
2 Then Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, became very angry. He

was angry with Job for justifying himself rather than God.
3With Job’s three friends he was also angry, because they could not find an answer,

and so declared Job guilty.
4NowElihu hadwaited before speaking to Job, because the otherswere older thanhe

was.
5But when Elihu saw that the threemen had no further reply, he became very angry.
Elihu ClaimsWisdom

6 So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite spoke up:
“I am young, but you are elderly;
that is why I was fearful,
and afraid to explain to you what I know.
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7 I said to myself, ‘Age should speak,
and length of years shouldmake wisdom known.’
8But it is a spirit in people,
the breath of the Almighty,
that makes them understand.
9 It is not the aged who are wise,
nor old menwho understand what is right.
10Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me.
I, even I, will explain what I know.’
11Look, I waited for you to speak;
I listened closely to your wise thoughts, while you were searching for words.
12Now I was paying you close attention,
yet there was no one proving Job wrong,
not one of you was answering his statements!
13 So do not say, ‘We have foundwisdom!
Godwill refute him, not man!’
14 Job has not directed his words to me,
and so I will not reply to himwith your arguments.

Job’s Friends Failed to Answer
15 “They are dismayed and cannot answer anymore;
they have nothing left to say.
16And I have waited. But because they do not speak,
because they stand there and answer nomore,
17 I too will answermy part,
I too will explain what I know.
18For I am full of words,
and the spirit withinme constrains me.
19 Inside I am like wine which has no outlet,
like newwineskins ready to burst!
20 I will speak, so that I may find relief;
I will openmy lips, so that I may answer.
21 I will not show partiality to anyone,
nor will I confer a title on anyman.
22 for I do not know how to give honorary titles,
if I did, my Creator would quickly do away withme.

33
1 “But now, O Job, listen to mywords,
and hear everything I have to say!
2 See now, I have openedmymouth;
my tongue inmymouth has spoken.
3Mywords come from the uprightness of my heart,
andmy lips will utter knowledge sincerely.
4The Spirit of God has mademe,
and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
5Reply to me, if you can;
set your arguments in order before me
and take your stand!
6Look, I am just like you in relation to God;
I too have beenmolded from clay.
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7Therefore no fear of me should terrify you,
nor shouldmy pressure be heavy on you.

Elihu Rejects Job’s Plea of Innocence
8 “Indeed, you have said inmy hearing
(I heard the sound of the words!):
9
‘I am pure, without transgression;
I am clean and have no iniquity.
10
Yet God finds occasions withme;
he regards me as his enemy!
11
He puts my feet in shackles;
he watches closely all my paths.’
12Now in this, you are not right – I answer you,
for God is greater than a human being.
13Why do you contend against him,
that he does not answer all a person’s words?

Elihu DisagreesWith Job’s View of God
14 “For God speaks, the first time in one way,
the second time in another,
though a person does not perceive it.
15 In a dream, a night vision,
when deep sleep falls on people
as they sleep in their beds.
16Then he gives a revelation to people,
and terrifies themwith warnings,
17 to turn a person from his sin,
and to cover a person’s pride.
18He spares a person’s life from corruption,
his very life from crossing over the river.
19Or a person is chastened by pain on his bed,
and with the continual strife of his bones,
20 so that his life loathes food,
and his soul rejects appetizing fare.
21His flesh wastes away from sight,
and his bones, which were not seen,
are easily visible.
22He draws near to the place of corruption,
and his life to themessengers of death.
23 If there is an angel beside him,
onemediator out of a thousand,
to tell a person what constitutes his uprightness;
24and if God is gracious to him and says,
‘Spare him from going down
to the place of corruption,
I have found a ransom for him,’
25 then his flesh is restored like a youth’s;
he returns to the days of his youthful vigor.
26He entreats God, and God delights in him,
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he sees God’s face with rejoicing,
and God restores to him his righteousness.
27That person sings to others, saying:
‘I have sinned and falsified what is right,
but I was not punished according to what I deserved.
28He redeemedmy life
from going down to the place of corruption,
andmy life sees the light!’

Elihu’s Appeal to Job
29 “Indeed, God does all these things,
twice, three times, in his dealings with a person,
30 to turn back his life from the place of corruption,
that hemay be enlightened with the light of life.
31Pay attention, Job – listen to me;
be silent, and I will speak.
32 If you have any words, reply to me;
speak, for I want to justify you.
33 If not, you listen to me;
be silent, and I will teach you wisdom.”

34
1Elihu answered:

2 “Listen to mywords, you wise men;
hear me, you learnedmen.
3For the ear assesses words
as themouth tastes food.
4Let us evaluate for ourselves what is right;
let us come to know among ourselves what is good.
5For Job says, ‘I am innocent,
but God turns awaymy right.
6Concerningmy right, should I lie?
Mywound is incurable,
although I amwithout transgression.’
7Whatman is like Job,
who drinks derision like water!
8He goes about in company with evildoers,
he goes along with wickedmen.
9For he says, ‘It does not profit a man
when hemakes his delight with God.’

God is Not Unjust
10 “Therefore, listen to me, youmen of understanding.
Far be it from God to do wickedness,
from the Almighty to do evil.
11For he repays a person for his work,
and according to the conduct of a person,
he causes the consequences to find him.
12 Indeed, in truth, God does not act wickedly,
and the Almighty does not pervert justice.
13Who entrusted to him the earth?
Andwho put him over the whole world?
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14 If God were to set his heart on it,
and gather in his spirit and his breath,
15all flesh would perish together
and human beings would return to dust.

God Is Impartial and Omniscient
16 “If you have understanding, listen to this,
hear what I have to say.
17Do you really think
that one who hates justice can govern?
Andwill you declare guilty
the supremely righteous One,
18who says to a king, ‘Worthless man’
and to nobles, ‘Wickedmen,’
19who shows no partiality to princes,
and does not take note of the richmore than the poor,
because all of them are the work of his hands?
20 In amoment they die, in themiddle of the night,
people are shaken and they pass away.
Themighty are removed effortlessly.
21For his eyes are on the ways of an individual,
he observes all a person’s steps.
22There is no darkness, and no deep darkness,
where evildoers can hide themselves.
23For he does not still consider a person,
that he should come before God in judgment.
24He shatters the great without inquiry,
and sets up others in their place.
25Therefore, he knows their deeds,
he overthrows them in the night
and they are crushed.
26He strikes them for their wickedness,
in a place where people can see,
27because they have turned away from following him,
and have not understood any of his ways,
28 so that they caused the cry of the poor
to come before him,
so that he hears the cry of the needy.
29But if God is quiet, who can condemn him?
If he hides his face, then who can see him?
Yet he is over the individual and the nation alike,
30 so that the godless man should not rule,
and not lay snares for the people.

Job Is Foolish to Rebel
31 “Has anyone said to God,
‘I have endured chastisement,
but I will not act wrongly anymore.
32Teachmewhat I cannot see.
If I have done evil, I will do so nomore.’
33 Is it your opinion that God should recompense it,
because you reject this?
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But youmust choose, and not I,
so tell us what you know.
34Men of understanding say to me –
any wise man listening to me says –
35 that Job speaks without knowledge
and his words are without understanding.
36But Job will be tested to the end,
because his answers are like those of wickedmen.
37For he adds transgression to his sin;
in ourmidst he claps his hands,
andmultiplies his words against God.”

35
1Then Elihu answered:

2 “Do you think this to be just:
when you say, ‘My right before God.’
3But you say, ‘What will it profit you,’
and, ‘What do I gain by not sinning?’
4 I will reply to you,
and to your friends with you.
5Gaze at the heavens and see;
consider the clouds, which are higher than you!
6 If you sin, how does it affect God?
If your transgressions are many,
what does it do to him?
7 If you are righteous, what do you give to God,
or what does he receive from your hand?
8Your wickedness affects only a person like yourself,
and your righteousness only other people.
9 “People cry out
because of the excess of oppression;
they cry out for help
because of the power of themighty.
10But no one says, ‘Where is God, my Creator,
who gives songs in the night,
11who teaches us more than the wild animals of the earth,
andmakes us wiser than the birds of the sky?’
12Then they cry out – but he does not answer –
because of the arrogance of the wicked.
13 Surely it is an empty cry – God does not hear it;
the Almighty does not take notice of it.
14Howmuch less, then,
when you say that you do not perceive him,
that the case is before him
and you are waiting for him!
15And further, when you say
that his anger does not punish,
and that he does not know transgression!
16 So Job opens his mouth to no purpose;
without knowledge hemultiplies words.”
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36
1Elihu said further:

2 “Be patient withme a little longer
and I will instruct you,
for I still have words to speak on God’s behalf.
3Withmy knowledge I will speak comprehensively,
and to my Creator I will ascribe righteousness.
4For in truth, mywords are not false;
it is one complete in knowledge
who is with you.
5 Indeed, God is mighty; and he does not despise people,
he is mighty, and firm in his intent.
6He does not allow the wicked to live,
but he gives justice to the poor.
7He does not take his eyes off the righteous;
but with kings on the throne
he seats the righteous and exalts them forever.
8But if they are bound in chains,
and held captive by the cords of affliction,
9 then he reveals to themwhat they have done,
and their transgressions,
that they were behaving proudly.
10And he reveals this for correction,
and says that theymust turn from evil.
11 If they obey and serve him,
they live out their days in prosperity
and their years in pleasantness.
12But if they refuse to listen,
they pass over the river of death,
and expire without knowledge.
13The godless at heart nourish anger,
they do not cry out even when he binds them.
14They die in their youth,
and their life ends among themale cultic prostitutes.
15He delivers the afflicted by their afflictions,
he reveals himself to them by their suffering.
16And surely, he drew you from themouth of distress,
to a wide place, unrestricted,
and to the comfort of your table
filled with rich food.
17But now you are preoccupied with the judgment due the wicked,
judgment and justice take hold of you.
18Be careful that no one entices you with riches;
do not let a large bribe turn you aside.
19Would your wealth sustain you,
so that you would not be in distress,
even all yourmighty efforts?
20Do not long for the cover of night
to drag people away from their homes.
21Take heed, do not turn to evil,
for because of this you have been tested by affliction.
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22 Indeed, God is exalted in his power;
who is a teacher like him?
23Who has prescribed his ways for him?
Or said to him, ‘You have done what is wicked’?
24Remember to extol his work,
which people have praised in song.
25All humanity has seen it;
people gaze on it from afar.

TheWork andWisdom of God
26 “Yes, God is great – beyond our knowledge!
The number of his years is unsearchable.
27He draws up drops of water;
they distill the rain into its mist,
28which the clouds pour down
and shower on humankind abundantly.
29Who can understand the spreading of the clouds,
the thunderings of his pavilion?
30 See how he scattered his lightning about him;
he has covered the depths of the sea.
31 It is by these that he judges the nations
and supplies food in abundance.
32With his hands he covers the lightning,
and directs it against its target.
33
His thunder announces the coming storm,
the cattle also, concerning the storm’s approach.

37
1At this also my heart pounds
and leaps from its place.
2Listen carefully to the thunder of his voice,
to the rumbling that proceeds from his mouth.
3Under the whole heaven he lets it go,
even his lightning to the far corners of the earth.
4After that a voice roars;
he thunders with an exalted voice,
and he does not hold back his lightning bolts
when his voice is heard.
5God thunders with his voice inmarvelous ways;
he does great things beyond our understanding.
6For to the snow he says, ‘Fall to earth,’
and to the torrential rains, ‘Pour down.’
7He causes everyone to stop working,
so that all people may know his work.
8The wild animals go to their lairs,
and in their dens they remain.
9A tempest blows out from its chamber,
icy cold from the driving winds.
10The breath of God produces ice,
and the breadth of the waters freeze solid.
11He loads the clouds withmoisture;
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he scatters his lightning through the clouds.
12The clouds go round in circles,
wheeling about according to his plans,
to carry out all that he commands them
over the face of the whole inhabited world.
13Whether it is for punishment for his land,
or whether it is for mercy,
he causes it to find its mark.
14 “Pay attention to this, Job!
Stand still and consider the wonders God works.
15Do you know how God commands them,
how hemakes lightning flash in his storm cloud?
16Do you know about the balancing of the clouds,
that wondrous activity of himwho is perfect in knowledge?
17You, whose garments are hot
when the earth is still because of the south wind,
18will you, with him, spread out the clouds,
solid as amirror of moltenmetal?
19Tell us what we should say to him.
We cannot prepare a case
because of the darkness.
20 Should he be informed that I want to speak?
If a man speaks, surely he would be swallowed up!
21But now, the sun cannot be looked at –
it is bright in the skies –
after a wind passed and swept the clouds away.
22From the north he comes in golden splendor;
around God is awesomemajesty.
23As for the Almighty, we cannot attain to him!
He is great in power,
but justice and abundant righteousness he does not oppress.
24Therefore people fear him,
for he does not regard all the wise in heart.”

38
1Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:

2 “Who is this who darkens counsel
with words without knowledge?
3Get ready for a difficult task like aman;
I will question you
and youwill informme!

God’s questions to Job
4 “Where were you
when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you possess understanding!
5Who set its measurements – if you know –
or who stretched ameasuring line across it?
6Onwhat were its bases set,
or who laid its cornerstone –
7when themorning stars sang in chorus,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
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8 “Who shut up the sea with doors
when it burst forth, coming out of the womb,
9when I made the storm clouds its garment,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10when I prescribed its limits,
and set in place its bolts and doors,
11when I said, ‘To here youmay come
and no farther,
here your proud waves will be confined’?
12Have you ever in your life commanded themorning,
or made the dawn know its place,
13 that it might seize the corners of the earth,
and shake the wicked out of it?
14The earth takes shape like clay under a seal;
its features are dyed like a garment.
15Then from the wicked the light is withheld,
and the arm raised in violence is broken.
16Have you gone to the springs that fill the sea,
or walked about in the recesses of the deep?
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you?
Have you seen the gates of deepest darkness?
18Have you considered the vast expanses of the earth?
Tell me, if you know it all!
19 “In what direction does light reside,
and darkness, where is its place,
20 that youmay take them to their borders
and perceive the pathways to their homes?
21You know, for you were born before them;
and the number of your days is great!
22Have you entered the storehouse of the snow,
or seen the armory of the hail,
23which I reserve for the time of trouble,
for the day of war and battle?
24 In what direction is lightning dispersed,
or the east winds scattered over the earth?
25Who carves out a channel for the heavy rains,
and a path for the rumble of thunder,
26 to cause it to rain on an uninhabited land,
a desert where there are no human beings,
27 to satisfy a devastated and desolate land,
and to cause it to sprout with vegetation?
28Does the rain have a father,
or who has fathered the drops of the dew?
29Fromwhose womb does the ice emerge,
and the frost from the sky, who gives birth to it,
30when the waters become hard like stone,
when the surface of the deep is frozen solid?
31Can you tie the bands of the Pleiades,
or release the cords of Orion?
32Can you lead out
the constellations in their seasons,
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or guide the Bear with its cubs?
33Do you know the laws of the heavens,
or can you set up their rule over the earth?
34Can you raise your voice to the clouds
so that a flood of water covers you?
35Can you send out lightning bolts, and they go?
Will they say to you, ‘Here we are’?
36Who has put wisdom in the heart,
or has imparted understanding to themind?
37Who bywisdom can count the clouds,
and who can tip over the water jars of heaven,
38when the dust hardens into amass,
and the clumps of earth stick together?
39 “Do you hunt prey for the lioness,
and satisfy the appetite of the lions,
40when they crouch in their dens,
when they wait in ambush in the thicket?
41Who prepares prey for the raven,
when its young cry out to God
andwander about for lack of food?

39
1 “Are you acquainted with the way
themountain goats give birth?
Do youwatch as the wild deer give birth to their young?
2Do you count themonths theymust fulfill,
and do you know the time they give birth?
3They crouch, they bear their young,
they bring forth the offspring they have carried.
4Their young grow strong, and grow up in the open;
they go off, and do not return to them.
5Who let the wild donkey go free?
Who released the bonds of the donkey,
6 to whom I appointed the steppe for its home,
the salt wastes as its dwelling place?
7 It scorns the tumult in the town;
it does not hear the shouts of a driver.
8 It ranges the hills as its pasture,
and searches after every green plant.
9 Is the wild ox willing to be your servant?
Will it spend the night at your feeding trough?
10Can you bind the wild ox to a furrowwith its rope,
will it till the valleys, following after you?
11Will you rely on it because its strength is great?
Will you commit your labor to it?
12Can you count on it to bring in your grain,
and gather the grain to your threshing floor?
13
“The wings of the ostrich flap with joy,
but are they the pinions and plumage of a stork?
14For she leaves her eggs on the ground,
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and lets them be warmed on the soil.
15 She forgets that a foot might crush them,
or that a wild animal might trample them.
16 She is harsh with her young,
as if they were not hers;
she is unconcerned
about the uselessness of her labor.
17For God deprived her of wisdom,
and did not impart understanding to her.
18But as soon as she springs up,
she laughs at the horse and its rider.
19 “Do you give the horse its strength?
Do you clothe its neck with amane?
20Do youmake it leap like a locust?
Its proud neighing is terrifying!
21 It paws the ground in the valley,
exulting mightily,
it goes out to meet the weapons.
22 It laughs at fear and is not dismayed;
it does not shy away from the sword.
23On it the quiver rattles;
the lance and javelin flash.
24 In excitement and impatience it consumes the ground;
it cannot stand still when the trumpet is blown.
25At the sound of the trumpet, it says, ‘Aha!’
And from a distance it catches the scent of battle,
the thunderous shouting of commanders,
and the battle cries.
26 “Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars,
and spreads its wings toward the south?
27 Is it at your command that the eagle soars,
and builds its nest on high?
28 It lives on a rock and spends the night there,
on a rocky crag and a fortress.
29From there it spots its prey,
its eyes gaze intently from a distance.
30And its young ones devour the blood,
and where the dead carcasses are,
there it is.”

40
1Then the LORD answered Job:

2 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?
Let the person who accuses God give him an answer!”
3Then Job answered the LORD:
4 “Indeed, I am completely unworthy – how could I reply to you?
I put my hand over mymouth to silencemyself.
5 I have spoken once, but I cannot answer;
twice, but I will say nomore.”

The Lord’s Second Speech
6Then the LORD answered Job from the whirlwind:
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7 “Get ready for a difficult task like aman.
I will question you and youwill informme!
8Would you indeed annul my justice?
Would you declare me guilty so that youmight be right?
9Do you have an arm as powerful as God’s,
and can you thunder with a voice like his?
10Adorn yourself, then, withmajesty and excellency,
and clothe yourself with glory and honor!
11 Scatter abroad the abundance of your anger.
Look at every proudman and bring him low;
12Look at every proudman and abase him;
crush the wicked on the spot!
13Hide them in the dust together,
imprison them in the grave.
14Then I myself will acknowledge to you
that your own right hand can save you.

The Description of Behemoth
15 “Look now at Behemoth, which I made as I made you;
it eats grass like the ox.
16Look at its strength in its loins,
and its power in themuscles of its belly.
17 It makes its tail stiff like a cedar,
the sinews of its thighs are tightly wound.
18 Its bones are tubes of bronze,
its limbs like bars of iron.
19 It ranks first among the works of God,
the One whomade it
has furnished it with a sword.
20For the hills bring it food,
where all the wild animals play.
21Under the lotus trees it lies,
in the secrecy of the reeds and themarsh.
22The lotus trees conceal it in their shadow;
the poplars by the stream conceal it.
23 If the river rages, it is not disturbed,
it is secure, though the Jordan
should surge up to its mouth.
24Can anyone catch it by its eyes,
or pierce its nose with a snare?

41
1 “Can you pull in Leviathan with a hook,
and tie down its tongue with a rope?
2Can you put a cord through its nose,
or pierce its jawwith a hook?
3Will it make numerous supplications to you,
will it speak to you with tender words?
4Will it make a pact with you,
so you could take it as your slave for life?
5Can you play with it, like a bird,
or tie it on a leash for your girls?



Job 41:6 646 Job 41:30

6Will partners bargain for it?
Will they divide it up among themerchants?
7Can you fill its hide with harpoons
or its head with fishing spears?
8 If you lay your hand on it,
you will remember the fight,
and you will never do it again!
9 See, his expectation is wrong,
he is laid low even at the sight of it.
10 Is it not fierce when it is awakened?
Who is he, then, who can stand before it?
11 (Who has confrontedme that I should repay?
Everything under heaven belongs to me!)
12 I will not keep silent about its limbs,
and the extent of its might,
and the grace of its arrangement.
13Who can uncover its outer covering?
Who can penetrate to the inside of its armor?
14Who can open the doors of its mouth?
Its teeth all around are fearsome.
15 Its back has rows of shields,
shut up closely together as with a seal;
16 each one is so close to the next
that no air can come between them.
17They lock tightly together, one to the next;
they cling together and cannot be separated.
18 Its snorting throws out flashes of light;
its eyes are like the red glow of dawn.
19Out of its mouth go flames,
sparks of fire shoot forth!
20 Smoke streams from its nostrils
as from a boiling pot over burning rushes.
21 Its breath sets coals ablaze
and a flame shoots from its mouth.
22 Strength lodges in its neck,
and despair runs before it.
23The folds of its flesh are tightly joined;
they are firm on it, immovable.
24 Its heart is hard as rock,
hard as a lowermillstone.
25When it rises up, the mighty are terrified,
at its thrashing about they withdraw.
26Whoever strikes it with a sword
will have no effect,
nor with the spear, arrow, or dart.
27 It regards iron as straw
and bronze as rotten wood.
28Arrows do not make it flee;
slingstones become like chaff to it.
29A club is counted as a piece of straw;
it laughs at the rattling of the lance.
30 Its underparts are the sharp points of potsherds,
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it leaves its mark in themud
like a threshing sledge.
31 It makes the deep boil like a cauldron
and stirs up the sea like a pot of ointment,
32 It leaves a glistening wake behind it;
one would think the deep had a head of white hair.
33The likes of it is not on earth,
a creature without fear.
34 It looks on every haughty being;
it is king over all that are proud.”

42
1Then Job answered the LORD:

2 “I know that you can do all things;
no purpose of yours can be thwarted;
3you asked,
‘Who is this who darkens counsel
without knowledge?’
But I have declared without understanding
things too wonderful for me to know.
4You said,
‘Pay attention, and I will speak;
I will question you, and youwill answerme.’
5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but nowmy eye has seen you.
6Therefore I despise myself,
and I repent in dust and ashes!

VII. The Epilogue (42:7-17)
7After the LORD had spoken these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “My

anger is stirredupagainst youandyour two friends, becauseyouhavenot spokenabout
mewhat is right, as my servant Job has.

8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer a burnt
offering for yourselves. And my servant Job will intercede for you, and I will respect
him, so that I do not deal with you according to your folly, because you have not spoken
about mewhat is right, as my servant Job has.”

9So theywent, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar theNaamathite,
and did just as the LORD had told them; and the LORD had respect for Job.

10So the LORD restoredwhat Job had lost after he prayed for his friends, and the LORD
doubled all that had belonged to Job.

11So they came to him, all his brothers and sisters and allwhohadknownhimbefore,
and they dinedwith him in his house. They comforted him and consoled him for all the
trouble the LORDhadbrought onhim, and each one gavehimapiece of silver and a gold
ring.

12 So the LORD blessed the second part of Job’s life more than the first. He had 14,000
sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys.

13And he also had seven sons and three daughters.
14 The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-

Happuch.
15 Nowhere in all the land could women be found who were as beautiful as Job’s

daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance alongside their brothers.
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16After this Job lived 140 years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth
generation.

17And so Job died, old and full of days.



Psalms 1:1 649 Psalms 2:12

Psalm
Book 1

(Psalms 1-41)
1

1How blessed is the one who does not follow the advice of the wicked,
or stand in the pathway with sinners,
or sit in the assembly of scoffers!
2 Instead he finds pleasure in obeying the LORD’s|strong="H3069" commands;
hemeditates on his commands day and night.
3He is like a tree planted by flowing streams;
it yields its fruit at the proper time,
and its leaves never fall off.
He succeeds in everything he attempts.
4Not so with the wicked!
Instead they are like wind-driven chaff.
5For this reason the wicked cannot withstand judgment,
nor can sinners join the assembly of the godly.
6Certainly the LORD guards the way of the godly,
but the way of the wicked ends in destruction.

2
1Why do the nations rebel?
Why are the countries devising plots that will fail?
2The kings of the earth form a united front;
the rulers collaborate
against the LORD and his anointed king.
3They say, “Let’s tear off the shackles they’ve put on us!
Let’s free ourselves from their ropes!”
4The one enthroned in heaven laughs in disgust;
the Lord taunts them.
5Then he angrily speaks to them
and terrifies them in his rage, saying,
6 “I myself have installedmy king
on Zion, my holy hill.”
7The king says, “I will announce the LORD’S|strong="H3069" decree. He said to me:
‘You aremy son! This very day I have become your father!
8Askme,
and I will give you the nations as your inheritance,
the ends of the earth as your personal property.
9Youwill break themwith an iron scepter;
you will smash them like a potter’s jar!’ ”
10 So now, you kings, do what is wise;
you rulers of the earth, submit to correction!
11 Serve the LORD in fear!
Repent in terror!
12Give sincere homage!
Otherwise he will be angry,
and you will die because of your behavior,
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when his anger quickly ignites.
How blessed are all who take shelter in him!

3
A psalm of David, written when he fled from his son Absalom.
1LORD, how numerous are my enemies!
Many attackme.
2Many say about me,
“Godwill not deliver him.” (Selah)
3But you, LORD, are a shield that protects me;
you aremy glory and the one who restores me.
4To the LORD|strong="H3069" I cried out,
and he answeredme from his holy hill. (Selah)
5 I rested and slept;
I awoke, for the LORD protects me.
6 I am not afraid of themultitude of people
who attackme from all directions.
7Rise up, LORD!
Deliver me, my God!
Yes, you will strike all my enemies on the jaw;
you will break the teeth of the wicked.
8The LORD delivers;
you show favor to your people. (Selah)

4
For themusic director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a psalm of David.
1When I call out, answerme,
O Godwho vindicates me!
Though I am hemmed in, you will leadme into a wide, open place.
Havemercy onme and respond tomy prayer!
2Youmen, how long will you try to turnmy honor into shame?
How long will you love what is worthless
and search for what is deceptive? (Selah)
3Realize that the LORD shows the godly special favor;
the LORD responds when I cry out to him.
4Tremble with fear and do not sin!
Meditate as you lie in bed, and repent of your ways! (Selah)
5Offer the prescribed sacrifices
and trust in the LORD!
6Many say, “Who can show us anything good?”
Smile upon us, LORD!
7Youmakeme happier
than those who have abundant grain and wine.
8 I will lie down and sleep peacefully,
for you, LORD, makeme safe and secure.

5
For themusic director, to be accompanied by wind instruments; a psalm of David.
1Listen to what I say, LORD!
Carefully consider my complaint!
2Pay attention to my cry for help,
my king andmy God,
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for I am praying to you!
3LORD, in themorning you will hear me;
in themorning I will present my case to you and then wait expectantly for an answer.
4Certainly you are not a God who approves of evil;
evil people cannot dwell with you.
5Arrogant people cannot stand in your presence;
you hate all who behave wickedly.
6You destroy liars;
the LORD despises violent and deceitful people.
7But as for me, because of your great faithfulness I will enter your house;
I will bow down toward your holy temple as I worship you.
8LORD, leadme in your righteousness
because of those whowait to ambushme,
remove the obstacles in the way in which you are guidingme!
9For they do not speak the truth;
their stomachs are like the place of destruction,
their throats like an open grave,
their tongues like a steep slope leading into it.
10Condemn them, O God!
May their own schemes be their downfall!
Drive them away because of their many acts of insurrection,
for they have rebelled against you.
11But may all who take shelter in you be happy!
May they continually shout for joy!
Shelter them so that those who are loyal to youmay rejoice!
12Certainly you reward the godly, LORD.
Like a shield you protect them in your good favor.

6
For the music director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments, according to the
sheminith style; a psalm of David.
1LORD, do not rebukeme in your anger!
Do not discipline me in your raging fury!
2Havemercy onme, LORD, for I am frail!
Heal me, LORD|strong="H3069", for my bones are shaking!
3 I am absolutely terrified,
and you, LORD – how long will this continue?
4Relent, LORD, rescueme!
Deliver me because of your faithfulness!
5For no one remembers you in the realm of death,
In Sheol who gives you thanks?
6 I am exhausted as I groan;
all night long I drenchmy bed in tears;
my tears saturate the cushion beneathme.
7My eyes grow dim from suffering;
they growweak because of all my enemies.
8Turn back fromme, all you who behave wickedly,
for the LORD has heard the sound of myweeping!
9The LORD has heardmy appeal for mercy;
the LORD has acceptedmy prayer.
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10May all my enemies be humiliated and absolutely terrified!
May they turn back and be suddenly humiliated!

7
Amusical composition by David, which he sang to the LORD concerning a Benjaminite
named Cush.
1O LORDmy God, in you I have taken shelter.
Deliver me from all who chaseme! Rescueme!
2Otherwise they will rip me to shreds like a lion;
they will tear me to bits and no one will be able to rescueme.
3O LORDmy God, if I have done what they say,
or am guilty of unjust actions,
4or have wrongedmy ally,
or helped his lawless enemy,
5may an enemy relentlessly chase me and catchme;
may he trample me to death
and leaveme lying dishonored in the dust. (Selah)
6 Stand up angrily, LORD!
Rise up with raging fury against my enemies!
Wake up for my sake and execute the judgment you have decreed for them!
7The countries are assembled all around you;
take oncemore your rightful place over them!
8The LORD judges the nations.
Vindicate me, LORD, because I am innocent,
because I am blameless, O Exalted One!
9May the evil deeds of the wicked come to an end!
But make the innocent secure,
O righteous God,
you who examine inner thoughts andmotives!
10The Exalted God is my shield,
the one who delivers themorally upright.
11God is a just judge;
he is angry throughout the day.
12 If a person does not repent, God sharpens his sword
and prepares to shoot his bow.
13He prepares to use deadly weapons against him;
he gets ready to shoot flaming arrows.
14 See the one who is pregnant with wickedness,
who conceives destructive plans,
and gives birth to harmful lies –
15he digs a pit
and then falls into the hole he has made.
16He becomes the victim of his own destructive plans
and the violence he intended for others falls on his own head.
17 I will thank the LORD for his justice;
I will sing praises to the sovereign LORD!

8
For themusic director, according to the gittith style; a psalm of David.
1O LORD, our Lord,
howmagnificent is your reputation throughout the earth!
You reveal yourmajesty in the heavens above!
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2From themouths of children and nursing babies
you have ordained praise on account of your adversaries,
so that youmight put an end to the vindictive enemy.
3When I look up at the heavens, which your fingers made,
and see themoon and the stars, which you set in place,
4Of what importance is the human race, that you should notice them?
Of what importance is mankind, that you should pay attention to them,
5andmake them a little less than the heavenly beings?
You grant mankind honor andmajesty;
6you appoint them to rule over your creation;
you have placed everything under their authority,
7 including all the sheep and cattle,
as well as the wild animals,
8 the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea
and everything that moves through the currents of the seas.
9O LORD, our Lord,
howmagnificent is your reputation throughout the earth!

9
For themusic director; according to the alumoth-labben style; a psalm of David.
1 I will thank the LORD with all my heart!
I will tell about all your amazing deeds!
2 I will be happy and rejoice in you!
I will sing praises to you, O sovereign One!
3Whenmy enemies turn back,
they trip and are defeated before you.
4For you defendedmy just cause;
from your throne you pronounced a just decision.
5You terrified the nations with your battle cry;
you destroyed the wicked;
you permanently wiped out all memory of them.
6The enemy’s cities have been reduced to permanent ruins;
you destroyed their cities;
all memory of the enemies has perished.
7But the LORD rules forever;
he reigns in a just manner.
8He judges the world fairly;
he makes just legal decisions for the nations.
9Consequently the LORD provides safety for the oppressed;
he provides safety in times of trouble.
10Your loyal followers trust in you,
for you, LORD, do not abandon those who seek your help.
11 Sing praises to the LORD, who rules in Zion!
Tell the nations what he has done!
12For the one who takes revenge against murderers took notice of the oppressed;
he did not overlook their cry for help
13when they prayed:
“Havemercy onme, LORD!
See how I am oppressed by those who hate me,
O one who can snatchme away from the gates of death!
14Then I will tell about all your praiseworthy acts;
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in the gates of Daughter Zion I will rejoice because of your deliverance.”
15The nations fell into the pit they hadmade;
their feet were caught in the net they had hidden.
16The LORD revealed himself;
he accomplished justice;
the wicked were ensnared by their own actions. (Higgaion. Selah)
17The wicked are turned back and sent to Sheol;
this is the destiny of all the nations that ignore God,
18 for the needy are not permanently ignored,
the hopes of the oppressed are not forever dashed.
19Rise up, LORD|strong="H3069"!
Don’t let men be defiant!
May the nations be judged in your presence!
20Terrify them, LORD|strong="H3069"!
Let the nations know they aremeremortals! (Selah)

10
1Why, LORD, do you stand far off?
Why do you pay no attention during times of trouble?
2The wicked arrogantly chase the oppressed;
the oppressed are trapped by the schemes the wicked have dreamed up.
3Yes, the wickedman boasts because he gets what he wants;
the one who robs others curses and rejects the LORD.
4The wickedman is so arrogant he always thinks,
“Godwon’t hold me accountable; he doesn’t care.”
5He is secure at all times.
He has no regard for your commands;
he disdains all his enemies.
6He says to himself,
“I will never be upended,
because I experience no calamity.”
7His mouth is full of curses and deceptive, harmful words;
his tongue injures and destroys.
8Hewaits in ambush near the villages;
in hidden places he kills the innocent.
His eyes look for some unfortunate victim.
9He lies in ambush in a hidden place, like a lion in a thicket;
he lies in ambush, waiting to catch the oppressed;
he catches the oppressed by pulling in his net.
10His victims are crushed and beaten down;
they are trapped in his sturdy nets.
11He says to himself,
“God overlooks it;
he does not pay attention;
he never notices.”
12Rise up, LORD!
O God, strike him down!
Do not forget the oppressed!
13Why does the wickedman reject God?
He says to himself, “Youwill not holdme accountable.”
14You have taken notice,
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for you always see one who inflicts pain and suffering.
The unfortunate victim entrusts his cause to you;
you deliver the fatherless.
15Break the arm of the wicked and evil man!
Hold him accountable for his wicked deeds,
which he thought you would not discover.
16The LORD rules forever!
The nations are driven out of his land.
17LORD, you have heard the request of the oppressed;
youmake them feel secure because you listen to their prayer.
18You defend the fatherless and oppressed,
so that meremortals may no longer terrorize them.

11
For themusic director; by David.
1 In the LORD I have taken shelter.
How can you say to me,
“Flee to amountain like a bird!
2For look, the wicked prepare their bows,
they put their arrows on the strings,
to shoot in the darkness at themorally upright.
3When the foundations are destroyed,
what can the godly accomplish?”
4The LORD is in his holy temple;
the LORD’s throne is in heaven.
His eyes watch;
his eyes examine all people.
5The LORD approves of the godly,
but he hates the wicked and those who love to do violence.
6May the LORD rain down|strong="H4305" burning coals andbrimstone on thewicked!
A whirlwind is what they deserve!
7Certainly the LORD is just;
he rewards godly deeds;
the upright will experience his favor.

12
For themusic director; according to the sheminith style; a psalm of David.
1Deliver, LORD!
For the godly have disappeared;
people of integrity have vanished.
2People lie to one another;
they flatter and deceive.
3May the LORD cut off all flattering lips,
and the tongue that boasts!
4They say, “We speak persuasively;
we know how to flatter and boast.
Who is ourmaster?”
5 “Because of the violence done to the oppressed,
because of the painful cries of the needy,
I will spring into action,” says the LORD.
“I will provide the safety they so desperately desire.”
6The LORD’s words are absolutely reliable.
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They are as untainted as silver purified in a furnace on the ground,
where it is thoroughly refined.
7You, LORD, will protect them;
you will continually shelter each one from these evil people,
8 for the wicked seem to be everywhere,
when people promote evil.

13
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1How long, LORD, will you continue to ignoreme?
How long will you pay no attention to me?
2How longmust I worry,
and suffer in broad daylight?
How long will my enemy gloat over me?
3Look at me! Answerme, O LORDmy God!
Revive me, or else I will die!
4Thenmy enemywill say, “I have defeated him!”
Thenmy foes will rejoice because I am upended.
5But I trust in your faithfulness.
May I rejoice because of your deliverance!
6 I will sing praises to the LORD
when he vindicates me.

14
For themusic director; by David.
1Fools say to themselves, “There is no God.”
They sin and commit evil deeds;
none of them does what is right.
2The LORD looks down from heaven at the human race,
to see if there is anyone who is wise and seeks God.
3Everyone rejects God;
they are all morally corrupt.
None of them does what is right,
not even one!
4All those who behave wickedly do not understand –
those who devourmy people as if they were eating bread,
and do not call out to the LORD.
5They are absolutely terrified,
for God defends the godly.
6Youwant to humiliate the oppressed,
even though the LORD is their shelter.
7 I wish the deliverance of Israel would come from Zion!
When the LORD restores the well-being of his people,
may Jacob rejoice,
may Israel be happy!

15
A psalm of David.
1LORD, whomay be a guest in your home?
Whomay live on your holy hill?
2Whoever lives a blameless life,
does what is right,
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and speaks honestly.
3He does not slander,
or do harm to others,
or insult his neighbor.
4He despises a reprobate,
but honors the LORD’s loyal followers.
Hemakes firm commitments and does not renege on his promise.
5He does not charge interest when he lends his money.
He does not take bribes to testify against the innocent.
The one who lives like this will never be upended.

16
A prayer of David.
1Protect me, O God, for I have taken shelter in you.
2 I say to the LORD, “You are the Lord,
my only source of well-being.”
3As for God’s chosen people who are in the land,
and the leading officials I admired somuch –
4 their troubles multiply,
they desire other gods.
I will not pour out drink offerings of blood to their gods,
nor will I make vows in the name of their gods.
5LORD, you give me stability and prosperity;
youmakemy future secure.
6 It is as if I have been given fertile fields
or received a beautiful tract of land.
7 I will praise the LORD who guides me;
yes, during the night I reflect and learn.
8 I constantly trust in the LORD;
because he is at my right hand, I will not be upended.
9 Somy heart rejoices
and I am happy;
My life is safe.
10Youwill not abandonme to Sheol;
you will not allow your faithful follower to see the Pit.
11You leadme in the path of life;
I experience absolute joy in your presence;
you always give me sheer delight.

17
A prayer of David.
1LORD, consider my just cause!
Pay attention to my cry for help!
Listen to the prayer
I sincerely offer!
2Make a just decision onmy behalf!
Decide what is right!
3You have scrutinizedmy inner motives;
you have examinedme during the night.
You have carefully evaluatedme, but you find no sin.
I am determined I will say nothing sinful.
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4As for the actions of people –
just as you have commanded,
I have not followed in the footsteps of violent men.
5 I carefully obey your commands;
I do not deviate from them.
6 I call to you for you will answerme, O God.
Listen to me!
Hear what I say!
7Accomplish awesome, faithful deeds,
you who powerfully deliver those who look to you for protection from their enemies.
8Protect me as you would protect the pupil of your eye!
Hideme in the shadow of your wings!
9Protect me from the wickedmenwho attackme,
my enemies who crowd aroundme for the kill.
10They are calloused;
they speak arrogantly.
11They attackme, now they surroundme;
they intend to throwme to the ground.
12He is like a lion that wants to tear its prey to bits,
like a young lion crouching in hidden places.
13Rise up, LORD!
Confront him! Knock him down!
Use your sword to rescueme from the wickedman!
14LORD, use your power to deliver me from these murderers,
from themurderers of this world!
They enjoy prosperity;
you overwhelm themwith the riches they desire.
They havemany children,
and leave their wealth to their offspring.
15As for me, because I am innocent I will see your face;
when I awake you will reveal yourself to me.

18
For themusic director; by the LORD’s servant David, who sang to the LORD the words of
this songwhen the LORD rescued him from the power of all his enemies, including Saul.
1He said:
“I love you, LORD, my source of strength!
2The LORD is my high ridge, my stronghold, my deliverer.
My God is my rocky summit where I take shelter,
my shield, the horn that saves me, andmy refuge.
3 I called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise,
and I was delivered frommy enemies.
4The waves of death engulfedme,
the currents of chaos overwhelmedme.
5The ropes of Sheol tightened aroundme,
the snares of death trappedme.
6 In my distress I called to the LORD;
I cried out to my God.
From his heavenly temple he heardmy voice;
he listened to my cry for help.
7The earth heaved and shook;
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the roots of themountains trembled;
they heaved because he was angry.
8 Smoke ascended from his nose;
fire devoured as it came from his mouth;
he hurled down fiery coals.
9Hemade the sky sink as he descended;
a thick cloud was under his feet.
10Hemounted a winged angel and flew;
he glided on the wings of the wind.
11He shrouded himself in darkness,
in thick rain clouds.
12From the brightness in front of him came
hail and fiery coals.
13The LORD thundered in the sky;
the sovereign One shouted.
14He shot his arrows and scattered them,
many lightning bolts and routed them.
15The depths of the sea were exposed;
the inner regions of the world were uncovered
by your battle cry, LORD,
by the powerful breath from your nose.
16He reached down from above and took hold of me;
he pulledme from the surging water.
17He rescuedme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hate me,
for they were too strong for me.
18They confrontedme inmy day of calamity,
but the LORD helpedme.
19He brought me out into a wide open place;
he deliveredme because he was pleased withme.
20The LORD repaidme for my godly deeds;
he rewardedmy blameless behavior.
21For I have obeyed the LORD’s commands;
I have not rebelled against my God.
22For I am aware of all his regulations,
and I do not reject his rules.
23 I was innocent before him,
and kept myself from sinning.
24The LORD rewardedme for my godly deeds;
he took notice of my blameless behavior.
25You prove to be loyal to one who is faithful;
you prove to be trustworthy to one who is innocent.
26You prove to be reliable to one who is blameless,
but you prove to be deceptive to one who is perverse.
27For you deliver oppressed people,
but you bring down those who have a proud look.
28 Indeed, you aremy lamp, LORD.
My God illuminates the darkness aroundme.
29 Indeed, with your help I can charge against an army;
bymy God’s power I can jump over a wall.
30The one true God acts in a faithful manner;
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the LORD’s promise is reliable;
he is a shield to all who take shelter in him.
31 Indeed, who is God besides the LORD?
Who is a protector besides our God?
32The one true God gives me strength;
he removes the obstacles in myway.
33He gives me the agility of a deer;
he enables me to negotiate the rugged terrain.
34He trains my hands for battle;
my arms can bend even the strongest bow.
35You giveme your protective shield;
your right hand supports me;
your willingness to help enables me to prevail.
36Youwidenmy path;
my feet do not slip.
37 I chase my enemies and catch them;
I do not turn back until I wipe them out.
38 I beat them to death;
they fall at my feet.
39You giveme strength for battle;
youmakemy foes kneel before me.
40Youmakemy enemies retreat;
I destroy those who hate me.
41They cry out, but there is no one to help them;
they cry out to the LORD, but he does not answer them.
42 I grind them as fine windblown dust;
I beat them underfoot like clay in the streets.
43You rescueme from a hostile army;
youmakeme a leader of nations;
people over whom I had no authority are nowmy subjects.
44When they hear of my exploits, they submit to me.
Foreigners are powerless before me;
45 foreigners lose their courage;
they shake with fear as they leave their strongholds.
46The LORD is alive!
My protector is praiseworthy!
The Godwho delivers me is exalted as king!
47The one true God completely vindicates me;
hemakes nations submit to me.
48He delivers me frommy enemies;
you snatchme away from those who attackme;
you rescueme from violent men.
49 So I will give you thanks before the nations, O LORD!
I will sing praises to you!
50He gives his chosen kingmagnificent victories;
he is faithful to his chosen ruler,
to David and his descendants forever.”

19
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1The heavens declare the glory of God;
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the sky displays his handiwork.
2Day after day it speaks out;
night after night it reveals his greatness.
3There is no actual speech or word,
nor is its voice literally heard.
4Yet its voice echoes throughout the earth;
its words carry to the distant horizon.
In the sky he has pitched a tent for the sun.
5Like a bridegroom it emerges from its chamber;
like a strongman it enjoys running its course.
6 It emerges from the distant horizon,
and goes from one end of the sky to the other;
nothing can escape its heat.
7The law of the LORD is perfect
and preserves one’s life.
The rules set down by the LORD are reliable
and impart wisdom to the inexperienced.
8The LORD’s precepts are fair
andmake one joyful.
The LORD’s commands are pure
and give insight for life.
9The commands to fear the LORD are right
and endure forever.
The judgments given by the LORD are trustworthy
and absolutely just.
10They are of greater value than gold,
than even a great amount of pure gold;
they bring greater delight than honey,
than even the sweetest honey from a honeycomb.
11Yes, your servant findsmoral guidance there;
those who obey them receive a rich reward.
12Who can know all his errors?
Please do not punishme for sins I am unaware of.
13Moreover, keepme from committing flagrant sins;
do not allow such sins to control me.
Then I will be blameless,
and innocent of blatant rebellion.
14Maymywords andmy thoughts
be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my sheltering rock andmy redeemer.

20
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1May the LORD answer you when you are in trouble;
may the God of Jacobmake you secure!
2May he send you help from his temple;
from Zionmay he give you support!
3May he take notice of your offerings;
may he accept your burnt sacrifice! (Selah)
4May he grant your heart’s desire;
may he bring all your plans to pass!
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5Thenwewill shout for joy over your victory;
we will rejoice in the name of our God!
May the LORD grant all your requests!
6Now I am sure that the LORD will deliver his chosen king;
he will intervene for him from his holy heavenly temple,
and display his mighty ability to deliver.
7 Some trust in chariots and others in horses,
but we depend on the LORD our God.
8They will fall down,
but we will stand firm.
9The LORD will deliver the king;
he will answer us whenwe call to him for help!

21
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1O LORD, the king rejoices in the strength you give;
he takes great delight in the deliverance you provide.
2You grant him his heart’s desire;
you do not refuse his request. (Selah)
3For you bring him rich blessings;
you place a golden crown on his head.
4He asked you to sustain his life,
and you have granted him long life and an enduring dynasty.
5Your deliverance brings him great honor;
you give himmajestic splendor.
6For you grant him lasting blessings;
you give him great joy by allowing him into your presence.
7For the king trusts in the LORD,
and because of the sovereign LORD’s faithfulness he is not upended.
8You prevail over all your enemies;
your power is too great for those who hate you.
9You burn them up like a fiery furnace when you appear;
the LORD angrily devours them;
the fire consumes them.
10You destroy their offspring from the earth,
their descendants from among the human race.
11Yes, they intend to do you harm;
they dream up a scheme, but they do not succeed.
12For youmake them retreat
when you shoot your arrows at them.
13Rise up, O LORD, in strength!
Wewill sing and praise your power!

22
For themusic director; according to the tune “Morning Doe;” a psalm of David.
1My God, my God, why have you abandonedme?
I groan in prayer, but help seems far away.
2My God, I cry out during the day,
but you do not answer,
and during the night my prayers do not let up.
3You are holy;
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you sit as king receiving the praises of Israel.
4 In you our ancestors trusted;
they trusted in you and you rescued them.
5To you they cried out, and they were saved;
in you they trusted and they were not disappointed.
6But I am aworm, not a man;
people insult me and despise me.
7All who seeme taunt me;
theymockme and shake their heads.
8They say,
“Commit yourself to the LORD!
Let the LORD rescue|strong="H6403" him!
Let the LORD deliver|strong="H5337" him, for he delights in him.”
9Yes, you are the one who brought me out from the womb
andmademe feel secure onmymother’s breasts.
10 I have been dependent on you since birth;
from the time I came out of mymother’s womb you have beenmy God.
11Do not remain far away fromme,
for trouble is near and I have no one to helpme.
12Many bulls surroundme;
powerful bulls of Bashan hemme in.
13They open their mouths to devourme
like a roaring lion that rips its prey.
14My strength drains away like water;
all my bones are dislocated;
my heart is like wax;
it melts away insideme.
15The roof of mymouth is as dry as a piece of pottery;
my tongue sticks to my gums.
You set me in the dust of death.
16Yes, wild dogs surroundme –
a gang of evil men crowd aroundme;
like a lion they pinmy hands and feet.
17 I can count all my bones;
my enemies are gloating over me in triumph.
18They are dividing upmy clothes among themselves;
they are rolling dice for my garments.
19But you, O LORD, do not remain far away!
You aremy source of strength! Hurry and helpme!
20Deliver me from the sword!
Savemy life from the claws of the wild dogs!
21Rescueme from themouth of the lion,
and from the horns of the wild oxen!
You have answeredme!
22 I will declare your name tomy countrymen!
In themiddle of the assembly I will praise you!
23You loyal followers of the LORD, praise him!
All you descendants of Jacob, honor him!
All you descendants of Israel, stand in awe of him!
24For he did not despise or detest the suffering of the oppressed;
he did not ignore him;
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when he cried out to him, he responded.
25You are the reason I offer praise in the great assembly;
I will fulfill my promises before the LORD’s loyal followers|strong="H3373".
26Let the oppressed eat and be filled!
Let those who seek his help praise the LORD!
May you live forever!
27Let all the people of the earth acknowledge the LORD and turn to him!
Let all the nations worship you!
28For the LORD is king
and rules over the nations.
29All of the thriving people of the earth will join the celebration andworship;
all those who are descending into the grave will bow before him,
including those who cannot preserve their lives.
30Awhole generation will serve him;
they will tell the next generation about the sovereign Lord.
31They will come and tell about his saving deeds;
they will tell a future generation what he has accomplished.

23
A psalm of David.
1The LORD is my shepherd,
I lack nothing.
2He takes me to lush pastures,
he leads me to refreshing water.
3He restores my strength.
He leads me down the right paths
for the sake of his reputation.
4Evenwhen I must walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no danger,
for you are withme;
your rod and your staff reassureme.
5You prepare a feast before me
in plain sight of my enemies.
You refreshmy head with oil;
my cup is completely full.
6 Surely your goodness and faithfulness will pursueme all my days,
and I will live in the LORD’s house for the rest of my life.

24
A psalm of David.
1The LORD owns the earth and all it contains,
the world and all who live in it.
2For he set its foundation upon the seas,
and established it upon the ocean currents.
3Who is allowed to ascend themountain of the LORD?
Whomay go up to his holy dwelling place?
4The one whose deeds are blameless
and whosemotives are pure,
who does not lie,
or make promises with no intention of keeping them.
5 Such godly people are rewarded by the LORD,
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and vindicated by the Godwho delivers them.
6 Such purity characterizes the people who seek his favor,
Jacob’s descendants, who pray to him. (Selah)
7Look up, you gates!
Rise up, you eternal doors!
Then themajestic king will enter!
8Who is this majestic king?
The LORD who is strong andmighty!
The LORD who is mighty in battle!
9Look up, you gates!
Rise up, you eternal doors!
Then themajestic king will enter!
10Who is this majestic king?
The LORD who commands armies!
He is themajestic king! (Selah)

25
By David.
1O LORD, I come before you in prayer.
2My God, I trust in you.
Please do not let me be humiliated;
do not let my enemies triumphantly rejoice over me!
3Certainly none who rely on youwill be humiliated.
Those who deal in treachery will be thwarted and humiliated.
4Makeme understand your ways, O LORD!
Teachme your paths!
5Guideme into your truth and teachme.
For you are the Godwho delivers me;
on you I rely all day long.
6Remember your compassionate and faithful deeds, O LORD,
for you have always acted in this manner.
7Do not hold against me the sins of my youth or my rebellious acts!
Because you are faithful to me, extend tome your favor, O LORD!
8The LORD is both kind and fair;
that is why he teaches sinners the right way to live.
9May he show the humble what is right!
May he teach the humble his way!
10The LORD always proves faithful and reliable
to those who follow the demands of his covenant.
11For the sake of your reputation, O LORD,
forgive my sin, because it is great.
12The LORD shows his faithful followers
the way they should live.
13They experience his favor;
their descendants inherit the land.
14The LORD’s loyal followers receive his guidance,
and he reveals his covenantal demands to them.
15 I continually look to the LORD for help,
for he will free my feet from the enemy’s net.
16Turn towardme and havemercy onme,
for I am alone and oppressed!
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17Deliver me frommy distress;
rescueme frommy suffering!
18 Seemy pain and suffering!
Forgive all my sins!
19Watchmy enemies, for they outnumberme;
they hate me andwant to harmme.
20Protect me and deliver me!
Please do not let me be humiliated,
for I have taken shelter in you!
21May integrity and godliness protect me,
for I rely on you!
22O God, rescue Israel
from all their distress!

26
By David.
1Vindicate me, O LORD,
for I have integrity,
and I trust in the LORD without wavering.
2Examineme, O LORD, and test me!
Evaluate my inner thoughts andmotives!
3For I am ever aware of your faithfulness,
and your loyalty continually motivates me.
4 I do not associate with deceitful men,
or consort with those who are dishonest.
5 I hate themob of evil men,
and do not associate with the wicked.
6 I maintain a pure lifestyle,
so I can appear before your altar, O LORD,
7 to give you thanks,
and to tell about all your amazing deeds.
8O LORD, I love the temple where you live,
the place where your splendor is revealed.
9Do not sweepme awaywith sinners,
or execute me along with violent people,
10who are always ready to do wrong
or offer a bribe.
11But I have integrity!
Rescueme and havemercy onme!
12 I am safe,
and among the worshipers I will praise the LORD.

27
By David.
1The LORD delivers and vindicates me!
I fear no one!
The LORD protects my life!
I am afraid of no one!
2When evil men attackme
to devourmy flesh,
whenmy adversaries and enemies attackme,
they stumble and fall.
3Evenwhen an army is deployed against me,
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I do not fear.
Even whenwar is imminent,
I remain confident.
4 I have asked the LORD for one thing –
this is what I desire!
I want to live in the LORD’s house all the days of my life,
so I can gaze at the splendor of the LORD
and contemplate in his temple.
5Hewill surely give me shelter in the day of danger;
he will hide me in his home;
he will place me on an inaccessible rocky summit.
6Now I will triumph
over my enemies who surroundme!
I will offer sacrifices in his dwelling place and shout for joy!
I will sing praises to the LORD!
7Hearme, O LORD, when I cry out!
Havemercy onme and answerme!
8My heart tells me to pray to you,
and I do pray to you, O LORD.
9Do not reject me!
Do not push your servant away in anger!
You aremy deliverer!
Do not forsake or abandonme,
O Godwho vindicates me!
10Even if my father andmother abandonedme,
the LORD would takeme in.
11Teachme how youwant me to live;
leadme along a level path because of those whowait to ambushme!
12Do not turnme over to my enemies,
for false witnesses whowant to destroyme testify against me.
13Where would I be if I did not believe I would experience
the LORD’s favor in the land of the living?
14Rely on the LORD!
Be strong and confident!
Rely on the LORD!

28
By David.
1To you, O LORD, I cry out!
My protector, do not ignoreme!
If you do not respond tome,
I will join those who are descending into the grave.
2Hearmy plea for mercy when I cry out to you for help,
when I lift my hands toward your holy temple!
3Do not dragme awaywith evil men,
with those who behave wickedly,
who talk so friendly to their neighbors,
while they plan to harm them!
4Pay them back for their evil deeds!
Pay them back for what they do!
Punish them!
5For they do not understand the LORD’s actions|strong="H6468",
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or the way he carries out justice.
The LORD will permanently demolish them.
6The LORD deserves praise,
for he has heardmy plea for mercy!
7The LORD strengthens and protects me;
I trust in himwith all my heart.
I am rescued andmy heart is full of joy;
I will sing to him in gratitude.
8The LORD strengthens his people;
he protects and delivers his chosen king.
9Deliver your people!
Empower the nation that belongs to you!
Care for them like a shepherd and carry them in your arms at all times!

29
A psalm of David.
1Acknowledge the LORD, you heavenly beings,
acknowledge the LORD’s majesty and power!
2Acknowledge themajesty of the LORD’s reputation!
Worship the LORD in holy attire!
3The LORD’s shout is heard over the water;
the majestic God thunders,
the LORD appears over the surging water.
4The LORD’s shout is powerful,
the LORD’s shout is majestic.
5The LORD’s shout breaks the cedars,
the LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
6Hemakes Lebanon skip like a calf
and Sirion like a young ox.
7The LORD’s shout strikes with flaming fire.
8The LORD’s shout shakes the wilderness,
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The LORD’s shout bends the large trees
and strips the leaves from the forests.
Everyone in his temple says, “Majestic!”
10The LORD sits enthroned over the engulfing waters,
the LORD sits enthroned as the eternal king.
11The LORD gives his people strength;
the LORD grants his people security.

30
A psalm – a song used at the dedication of the temple; by David.
1 I will praise you, O LORD, for you liftedme up,
and did not allowmy enemies to gloat over me.
2O LORDmy God,
I cried out to you and you healedme.
3O LORD, you pulledme up from Sheol;
you rescuedme from among those descending into the grave.
4 Sing to the LORD, you faithful followers of his;
give thanks to his holy name.
5For his anger lasts only a brief moment,
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and his good favor restores one’s life.
Onemay experience sorrow during the night,
but joy arrives in themorning.
6 In my self-confidence I said,
“I will never be upended.”
7O LORD, in your good favor youmademe secure.
Then you rejectedme and I was terrified.
8To you, O LORD, I cried out;
I begged the Lord for mercy:
9 “What profit is there in takingmy life,
in my descending into the Pit?
Can the dust of the grave praise you?
Can it declare your loyalty?
10Hear, O LORD, and havemercy onme!
O LORD, deliver me!”
11Then you turnedmy lament into dancing;
you removedmy sackcloth and coveredmewith joy.
12 So nowmy heart will sing to you and not be silent;
O LORDmy God, I will always give thanks to you.

31
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1 In you, O LORD, I have taken shelter!
Never let me be humiliated!
Vindicate me by rescuingme!
2Listen to me!
Quickly deliver me!
Bemy protector and refuge,
a stronghold where I can be safe!
3For you aremy high ridge andmy stronghold;
for the sake of your own reputation you leadme and guideme.
4Youwill free me from the net they hid for me,
for you aremy place of refuge.
5 Into your hand I entrust my life;
you will rescueme, O LORD, the faithful God.
6 I hate those who serve worthless idols,
but I trust in the LORD.
7 I will be happy and rejoice in your faithfulness,
because you notice my pain
and you are aware of how distressed I am.
8You do not deliver me over to the power of the enemy;
you enable me to stand in a wide open place.
9Havemercy onme, for I am in distress!
My eyes grow dim from suffering.
I have lost my strength.
10Formy life nears its end in pain;
my years draw to a close as I groan.
My strength fails me because of my sin,
andmy bones become brittle.
11Because of all my enemies, people disdainme;
my neighbors are appalled bymy suffering –



Psalms 31:12 670 Psalms 32:5

those who knowme are horrified bymy condition;
those who seeme in the street run away fromme.
12 I am forgotten, like a deadman no one thinks about;
I am regarded as worthless, like a broken jar.
13For I hear what so many are saying,
the terrifying news that comes from every direction.
When they plot together against me,
they figure out how they can takemy life.
14But I trust in you, O LORD!
I declare, “You aremy God!”
15You determinemy destiny!
Rescueme from the power of my enemies and those who chaseme.
16 Smile on your servant!
Deliver me because of your faithfulness!
17O LORD, do not let me be humiliated,
for I call out to you!
May evil men be humiliated!
May they go wailing to the grave!
18May lying lips be silenced –
lips that speak defiantly against the innocent
with arrogance and contempt!
19How great is your favor,
which you store up for your loyal followers!
In plain sight of everyone you bestow it on those who take shelter in you.
20You hide themwith you, where they are safe from the attacks of men;
you conceal them in a shelter, where they are safe from slanderous attacks.
21The LORD|strong="H3069" deserves praise
for he demonstrated his amazing faithfulness to mewhen I was besieged by enemies.
22 I jumped to conclusions and said,
“I am cut off from your presence!”
But you heardmy plea for mercy when I cried out to you for help.
23Love the LORD, all you faithful followers of his!
The LORD protects those who have integrity,
but he pays back in full the one who acts arrogantly.
24Be strong and confident,
all you whowait on the LORD!

32
By David; a well-written song.
1How blessed is the one whose rebellious acts are forgiven,
whose sin is pardoned!
2How blessed is the one whose wrongdoing the LORD does not punish,
in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3When I refused to confess my sin,
mywhole body wasted away,
while I groaned in pain all day long.
4For day and night you tormentedme;
you tried to destroyme in the intense heat of summer. (Selah)
5Then I confessedmy sin;
I no longer covered upmywrongdoing.
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I said, “I will confess my rebellious acts to the LORD.”
And then you forgavemy sins. (Selah)
6For this reason every one of your faithful followers should pray to you
while there is a window of opportunity.
Certainly when the surging water rises,
it will not reach them.
7You aremy hiding place;
you protect me from distress.
You surroundmewith shouts of joy from those celebrating deliverance. (Selah)
8 I will instruct and teach you about how you should live.
I will advise you as I look you in the eye.
9Do not be like an unintelligent horse or mule,
which will not obey you
unless they are controlled by a bridle and bit.
10An evil person suffers much pain,
but the LORD’s faithfulness overwhelms the one who trusts in him.
11Rejoice in the LORD and be happy, you who are godly!
Shout for joy, all you who aremorally upright!

33
1You godly ones, shout for joy because of the LORD!
It is appropriate for themorally upright to offer him praise.
2Give thanks to the LORD with the harp!
Sing to him to the accompaniment of a ten-stringed instrument!
3 Sing to him a new song!
Play skillfully as you shout out your praises to him!
4For the LORD’s decrees are just,
and everything he does is fair.
5The LORD promotes equity and justice;
the LORD’s faithfulness extends throughout the earth.
6By the LORD’s decree the heavens weremade;
by amere word from his mouth all the stars in the sky were created.
7He piles up the water of the sea;
he puts the oceans in storehouses.
8Let the whole earth fear the LORD!
Let all who live in the world stand in awe of him!
9For he spoke, and it came into existence,
he issued the decree, and it stood firm.
10The LORD frustrates the decisions of the nations;
he nullifies the plans of the peoples.
11The LORD’s decisions stand forever;
his plans abide throughout the ages.
12How blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen to be his special possession.
13The LORD watches from heaven;
he sees all people.
14From the place where he lives he looks carefully
at all the earth’s inhabitants.
15He is the one who forms every human heart,
and takes note of all their actions.
16No king is delivered by his vast army;
a warrior is not saved by his great might.
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17A horse disappoints those who trust in it for victory;
despite its great strength, it cannot deliver.
18Look, the LORD takes notice of his loyal followers,
those whowait for him to demonstrate his faithfulness
19by saving their lives from death
and sustaining them during times of famine.
20Wewait for the LORD;
he is our deliverer and shield.
21For our hearts rejoice in him,
for we trust in his holy name.
22Maywe experience your faithfulness, O LORD,
for we wait for you.

34
Written by David, when he pretended to be insane before Abimelech, causing the king
to send him away.
1 I will praise the LORD at all times;
mymouth will continually praise him.
2 I will boast in the LORD;
let the oppressed hear and rejoice!
3Magnify the LORD withme!
Let’s praise his name together!
4 I sought the LORD’s help and he answeredme;
he deliveredme from all my fears.
5Those who look to him for help are happy;
their faces are not ashamed.
6This oppressedman cried out and the LORD heard;
he saved him from all his troubles.
7The LORD’s angel camps around
the LORD’s loyal followers|strong="H3373" and delivers them.
8Taste and see that the LORD is good!
How blessed is the one who takes shelter in him!
9Remain loyal to the LORD, you chosen people of his,
for his loyal followers lack nothing!
10Even young lions sometimes lack food and are hungry,
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
11Come children! Listen to me!
I will teach you what it means to fear the LORD.
12Do youwant to really live?
Would you love to live a long, happy life?
13Thenmake sure you don’t speak evil words
or use deceptive speech!
14Turn away from evil and do what is right!
Strive for peace and promote it!
15The LORD pays attention to the godly
and hears their cry for help.
16But the LORD opposes evildoers
and wipes out all memory of them from the earth.
17The godly cry out and the LORD hears;
he saves them from all their troubles.
18The LORD is near the brokenhearted;
he delivers those who are discouraged.
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19The godly face many dangers,
but the LORD saves them from each one of them.
20He protects all his bones;
not one of them is broken.
21Evil people self-destruct;
those who hate the godly are punished.
22The LORD rescues his servants;
all who take shelter in him escape punishment.

35
By David.
1O LORD, fight those who fight withme!
Attack those who attackme!
2Grab your small shield and large shield,
and rise up to helpme!
3Use your spear and lance against those who chaseme!
Assuremewith these words: “I am your deliverer!”
4May those who seekmy life be embarrassed and humiliated!
May those who plan to harmme be turned back and ashamed!
5May they be like wind-driven chaff,
as the LORD’s angel attacks them!
6May their path be dark and slippery,
as the LORD’s angel chases them!
7 I did not harm them, but they hid a net to catchme
and dug a pit to trapme.
8Let destruction take them by surprise!
Let the net they hid catch them!
Let them fall into destruction!
9Then I will rejoice in the LORD
and be happy because of his deliverance.
10With all my strength I will say,
“O LORD, who can compare to you?
You rescue the oppressed from those who try to overpower them;
the oppressed and needy from those who try to rob them.”
11Violent men perjure themselves,
and falsely accuse me.
12They repayme evil for the good I have done;
I am overwhelmedwith sorrow.
13When they were sick, I wore sackcloth,
and refrained from eating food.
(If I am lying, maymy prayers go unanswered!)
14 I mourned for them as I would for a friend ormy brother.
I bowed down in sorrow as if I weremourning for mymother.
15But when I stumbled, they rejoiced and gathered together;
they gathered together to ambushme.
They tore at mewithout stopping to rest.
16When I tripped, they tauntedme relentlessly,
and tried to bite me.
17O Lord, how long are you going to just stand there and watch this?
Rescueme from their destructive attacks;
guardmy life from the young lions!
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18Then I will give you thanks in the great assembly;
I will praise you before a large crowd of people!
19Do not let those who aremy enemies for no reason gloat over me!
Do not let those who hate mewithout cause carry out their wicked schemes!
20For they do not try to make peace with others,
but plan ways to deceive those who are unsuspecting.
21They are ready to devourme;
they say, “Aha! Aha! We’ve got you!”
22But you take notice, LORD!
O Lord, do not remain far away fromme!
23Rouse yourself, wake up and vindicate me!
My God and Lord, defendmy just cause!
24Vindicate me by your justice, O LORDmy God!
Do not let them gloat over me!
25Do not let them say to themselves, “Aha! We have what we wanted!”
Do not let them say, “We have devoured him!”
26May those whowant to harmme be totally embarrassed and ashamed!
May those who arrogantly taunt me be covered with shame and humiliation!
27May those who desire my vindication shout for joy and rejoice!
May they continually say, “May the LORD be praised, for he wants his servant to be

secure.”
28Then I will tell others about your justice,
and praise you all day long.

36
For themusic director; written by the LORD’s servant, David; an oracle.
1An evil man is rebellious to the core.
He does not fear God,
2 for he is too proud
to recognize and give up his sin.
3The words he speaks are sinful and deceitful;
he does not care about doing what is wise and right.
4He plans ways to sin while he lies in bed;
he is committed to a sinful lifestyle;
he does not reject what is evil.
5O LORD, your loyal love reaches to the sky;
your faithfulness to the clouds.
6Your justice is like the highest mountains,
your fairness like the deepest sea;
you preservemankind and the animal kingdom.
7How precious is your loyal love, O God!
The human race finds shelter under your wings.
8They are filled with food from your house,
and you allow them to drink from the river of your delicacies.
9For you are the one who gives
and sustains life.
10Extend your loyal love to your faithful followers,
and vindicate themorally upright!
11Do not let arrogant men overtakeme,
or let evil menmakeme homeless!
12 I can see the evildoers! They have fallen!
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They have been knocked down and are unable to get up!

37
By David.
1Do not fret whenwickedmen seem to succeed!
Do not envy evildoers!
2For they will quickly dry up like grass,
and wither away like plants.
3Trust in the LORD and do what is right!
Settle in the land andmaintain your integrity!
4Then youwill take delight in the LORD,
and he will answer your prayers.
5Commit your future to the LORD!
Trust in him, and he will act on your behalf.
6Hewill vindicate you in broad daylight,
and publicly defend your just cause.
7Wait patiently for the LORD!
Wait confidently for him!
Do not fret over the apparent success of a sinner,
a manwho carries out wicked schemes!
8Do not be angry and frustrated!
Do not fret! That only leads to trouble!
9Wickedmenwill be wiped out,
but those who rely on the LORD are the ones whowill possess the land.
10Evil menwill soon disappear;
you will stare at the spot where they once were, but they will be gone.
11But the oppressed will possess the land
and enjoy great prosperity.
12Evil men plot against the godly
and viciously attack them.
13The Lord laughs in disgust at them,
for he knows that their day is coming.
14Evil men draw their swords
and prepare their bows,
to bring down the oppressed and needy,
and to slaughter those who are godly.
15Their swords will pierce their own hearts,
and their bows will be broken.
16The little bit that a godly man owns is better than
the wealth of many evil men,
17 for evil menwill lose their power,
but the LORD sustains the godly.
18The LORD watches over the innocent day by day
and they possess a permanent inheritance.
19They will not be ashamedwhen hard times come;
when famine comes they will have enough to eat.
20But evil menwill die;
the LORD’s enemies will be incinerated –
they will go up in smoke.
21Evil men borrow, but do not repay their debt,
but the godly show compassion and are generous.
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22 Surely those favored by the LORD will possess|strong="H3423" the land,
but those rejected by himwill be wiped out.
23The LORD grants success to the one
whose behavior he finds commendable.
24Even if he trips, he will not fall headlong,
for the LORD holds his hand.
25 I was once young, now I am old.
I have never seen a godly man abandoned,
or his children forced to search for food.
26All day long he shows compassion and lends to others,
and his children are blessed.
27Turn away from evil! Do what is right!
Then youwill enjoy lasting security.
28For the LORD promotes justice,
and never abandons his faithful followers.
They are permanently secure,
but the children of evil men are wiped out.
29The godly will possess the land
andwill dwell in it permanently.
30The godly speak wise words
and promote justice.
31The law of their God controls their thinking;
their feet do not slip.
32Evil men set an ambush for the godly
and try to kill them.
33But the LORD does not surrender the godly,
or allow them to be condemned in a court of law.
34Rely on the LORD! Obey his commands!
Then he will permit you to possess the land;
you will see the demise of evil men.
35 I have seen ruthless evil men
growing in influence, like a green tree grows in its native soil.
36But then one passes by, and suddenly they have disappeared!
I looked for them, but they could not be found.
37Take note of the one who has integrity! Observe the godly!
For the one who promotes peace has a future.
38 Sinful rebels are totally destroyed;
evil men have no future.
39But the LORD delivers the godly;
he protects them in times of trouble.
40The LORD helps them and rescues them;
he rescues them from evil men and delivers them,
for they seek his protection.

38
A psalm of David, written to get God’s attention.
1O LORD, do not continue to rebukeme in your anger!
Do not continue to punishme in your raging fury!
2For your arrows pierce me,
and your hand presses me down.
3Mywhole body is sick because of your judgment;
I am deprived of health because of my sin.
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4Formy sins overwhelmme;
like a heavy load, they are toomuch for me to bear.
5Mywounds are infected and starting to smell,
because of my foolish sins.
6 I am dazed and completely humiliated;
all day long I walk aroundmourning.
7For I am overcomewith shame
andmywhole body is sick.
8 I am numbwith pain and severely battered;
I groan loudly because of the anxiety I feel.
9O Lord, you understandmy heart’s desire;
my groaning is not hidden from you.
10My heart beats quickly;
my strength leaves me;
I can hardly see.
11Because of my condition, evenmy friends and acquaintances keep their distance;
my neighbors stand far away.
12Those who seekmy life try to entrapme;
those whowant to harmme speak destructive words;
all day long they say deceitful things.
13But I am like a deaf man – I hear nothing;
I am like amute who cannot speak.
14 I am like amanwho cannot hear
and is incapable of arguing his defense.
15Yet I wait for you, O LORD|strong="H3069"!
You will respond, O Lord, my God!
16 I have prayed for deliverance, because otherwise they will gloat over me;
whenmy foot slips they will arrogantly taunt me.
17For I am about to stumble,
and I am in constant pain.
18Yes, I confess mywrongdoing,
and I am concerned about my sins.
19But those who aremy enemies for no reason are numerous;
those who hate mewithout cause outnumberme.
20They repayme evil for the good I have done;
though I have tried to do good to them, they hurl accusations at me.
21Do not abandonme, O LORD!
My God, do not remain far away fromme!
22Hurry and helpme, O Lord, my deliverer!

39
For themusic director, Jeduthun; a psalm of David.
1 I decided, “I will watch what I say
andmake sure I do not sin withmy tongue.
I will put a muzzle over mymouth
while in the presence of an evil man.”
2 I was stone silent;
I held back the urge to speak.
My frustration grew;
3my anxiety intensified.
As I thought about it, I became impatient.
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Finally I spoke these words:
4 “O LORD, help me understandmymortality
and the brevity of life!
Let me realize how quickly my life will pass!
5Look, youmakemy days short-lived,
andmy life span is nothing from your perspective.
Surely all people, even those who seem secure, are nothing but vapor.
6 Surely people go through life as mere ghosts.
Surely they accumulate worthless wealth
without knowing whowill eventually haul it away.”
7But now, O Lord, uponwhat am I relying?
You aremy only hope!
8Deliver me from all my sins of rebellion!
Do not makeme the object of fools’ insults!
9 I am silent and cannot openmymouth
because of what you have done.
10Please stop woundingme!
You have almost beatenme to death!
11You severely discipline people for their sins;
like amoth you slowly devour their strength.
Surely all people are amere vapor. (Selah)
12Hearmy prayer, O LORD!
Listen to my cry for help!
Do not ignoremy sobbing!
For I am dependent on you, like one residing outside his native land;
I am at yourmercy, just as all my ancestors were.
13Turn your angry gaze away fromme, so I can be happy
before I pass away.

40
For themusic director; By David, a psalm.
1 I relied completely on the LORD,
and he turned towardme
and heardmy cry for help.
2He liftedme out of the watery pit,
out of the slimymud.
He placedmy feet on a rock
and gaveme secure footing.
3He gaveme reason to sing a new song,
praising our God.
Maymany see what God has done,
so that theymight swear allegiance to him and trust in the LORD!
4How blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD |strong="H3068"
and does not seek help from the proud or from liars!
5O LORD, my God, you have accomplishedmany things;
you have done amazing things and carried out your purposes for us.
No one can thwart you!
I want to declare them and talk about them,
but they are too numerous to recount!
6Receiving sacrifices and offerings are not your primary concern.
Youmake that quite clear to me!
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You do not ask for burnt sacrifices and sin offerings.
7Then I say,
“Look! I come!
What is written in the scroll pertains to me.
8 I want to do what pleases you, my God.
Your law dominates my thoughts.”
9 I have told the great assembly about your justice.
Look! I spare no words!
O LORD, you know this is true.
10 I have not failed to tell about your justice;
I spoke about your reliability and deliverance;
I have not neglected to tell the great assembly about your loyal love and faithfulness.
11O LORD, you do not withhold your compassion fromme.
May your loyal love and faithfulness continually protect me!
12For innumerable dangers surroundme.
My sins overtakeme
so I am unable to see;
they outnumber the hairs of my head
somy strength fails me.
13Please be willing, O LORD, to rescueme!
O LORD, hurry and helpme!
14May those who are trying to snatch awaymy life
be totally embarrassed and ashamed!
May those whowant to harmme
be turned back and ashamed!
15May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”
be humiliated and disgraced!
16May all those who seek you be happy and rejoice in you!
May those who love to experience your deliverance say continually,
“May the LORD be praised!”
17 I am oppressed and needy!
May the Lord pay attention to me!
You aremy helper andmy deliverer!
Omy God, do not delay!

41
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1How blessed is the one who treats the poor properly!
When trouble comes, the LORD delivers him.
2May the LORD protect him and save his life!
May he be blessed in the land!
Do not turn him over to his enemies!
3The LORD supports him on his sickbed;
you completely heal him from his illness.
4As for me, I said:
“O LORD, havemercy onme!
Heal me, for I have sinned against you!
5My enemies ask this cruel question about me,
‘Whenwill he finally die and be forgotten?’
6When someone comes to visit, he pretends to be friendly;
he thinks of ways to defameme,
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andwhen he leaves he slanders me.
7All who hate mewhisper insults about me to one another;
they plan ways to harmme.
8They say,
‘An awful disease overwhelms him,
and now that he is bed-ridden he will never recover.’
9Evenmy close friend whom I trusted,
he who sharedmeals withme, has turned against me.
10As for you, O LORD|strong="H3069", havemercy onme and raise me up,
so I can pay them back!”
11By this I know that you are pleased withme,
for my enemy does not triumph over me.
12As for me, you upholdme because of my integrity;
you allowme permanent access to your presence.
13The LORD God of Israel deserves praise
in the future and forevermore!
We agree! We agree!

42
For themusic director; a well-written song by the Korahites.
1As a deer longs for streams of water,
so I long for you, O God!
2 I thirst for God,
for the living God.
I say, “Whenwill I be able to go and appear in God’s presence?”
3 I cannot eat, I weep day and night;
all day long they say to me, “Where is your God?”
4 I will remember andweep!
For I was once walking along with the great throng to the temple of God,
shouting and giving thanks along with the crowd as we celebrated the holy festival.
5Why are you depressed, Omy soul?
Why are you upset?
Wait for God!
For I will again give thanks
to my God for his saving intervention.
6 I am depressed,
so I will pray to you while I am trapped here in the region of the upper Jordan,
fromHermon, fromMount Mizar.
7One deep stream calls out to another at the sound of your waterfalls;
all your billows andwaves overwhelmme.
8By day the LORD decrees his loyal love,
and by night he gives me a song,
a prayer to the living God.
9 I will pray to God, my high ridge:
“Why do you ignoreme?
Whymust I walk aroundmourning
becausemy enemies oppress me?”
10My enemies’ taunts cut into me to the bone,
as they say to me all day long, “Where is your God?”
11Why are you depressed, Omy soul?
Why are you upset?
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Wait for God!
For I will again give thanks
to my God for his saving intervention.

43
1Vindicate me, O God!
Fight for me against an ungodly nation!
Deliver me from deceitful and evil men!
2For you are the Godwho shelters me.
Why do you reject me?
Whymust I walk aroundmourning
becausemy enemies oppress me?
3Reveal your light and your faithfulness!
They will leadme,
they will escort me back to your holy hill,
and to the place where you live.
4Then I will go to the altar of God,
to the Godwho gives me ecstatic joy,
so that I express my thanks to you, O God, my God, with a harp.
5Why are you depressed, Omy soul?
Why are you upset?
Wait for God!
For I will again give thanks
to my God for his saving intervention.

44
For themusic director; by the Korahites, a well-written song.
1O God, we have clearly heard;
our ancestors have told us
what you did in their days,
in ancient times.
2You, by your power, defeated nations and settled our fathers on their land;
you crushed the people living there and enabled our ancestors to occupy it.
3For they did not conquer the land by their swords,
and they did not prevail by their strength,
but rather by your power, strength and good favor,
for you were partial to them.
4You aremy king, O God!
Decree Jacob’s deliverance!
5By your power wewill drive back our enemies;
by your strength wewill trample down our foes!
6For I do not trust in my bow,
and I do not prevail bymy sword.
7For you deliver us from our enemies;
you humiliate those who hate us.
8 In God I boast all day long,
and wewill continually give thanks to your name. (Selah)
9But you rejected and embarrassed us!
You did not go into battle with our armies.
10Youmade us retreat from the enemy.
Those who hate us take whatever they want from us.
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11You handed us over like sheep to be eaten;
you scattered us among the nations.
12You sold your people for a pittance;
you did not ask a high price for them.
13Youmade us an object of disdain to our neighbors;
those who live on our borders taunt and insult us.
14Youmade us an object of ridicule among the nations;
foreigners treat us with contempt.
15All day long I feel humiliated
and am overwhelmedwith shame,
16before the vindictive enemy
who ridicules and insults me.
17All this has happened to us, even though we have not rejected you
or violated your covenant with us.
18We have not been unfaithful,
nor have we disobeyed your commands.
19Yet you have battered us, leaving us a heap of ruins overrun by wild dogs;
you have covered us with darkness.
20 If we had rejected our God,
and spread out our hands in prayer to another god,
21would not God discover it,
for he knows one’s thoughts?
22Yet because of you we are killed all day long;
we are treated like sheep at the slaughtering block.
23Rouse yourself! Why do you sleep, O Lord?
Wake up! Do not reject us forever!
24Why do you look the other way,
and ignore the way we are oppressed andmistreated?
25For we lie in the dirt,
with our bellies pressed to the ground.
26Rise up and help us!
Rescue us because of your loyal love!

45
For themusic director; according to the tune of “Lilies;” by the Korahites, awell-written
poem, a love song.
1My heart is stirred by a beautiful song.
I say, “I have composed this special song for the king;
my tongue is as skilled as the stylus of an experienced scribe.”
2You are themost handsome of all men!
You speak in an impressive and fittingmanner!
For this reason God grants you continual blessings.
3 Strap your sword to your thigh, O warrior!
Appear in yourmajestic splendor!
4Appear in yourmajesty and be victorious!
Ride forth for the sake of what is right,
on behalf of justice!
Then your right handwill accomplishmighty acts!
5Your arrows are sharp
and penetrate the hearts of the king’s enemies.
Nations fall at your feet.
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6Your throne, O God, is permanent.
The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of justice.
7You love justice and hate evil.
For this reason God, your God has anointed you
with the oil of joy, elevating you above your companions.
8All your garments are perfumedwithmyrrh, aloes, and cassia.
From the luxurious palaces comes the music of stringed instruments that makes you

happy.
9Princesses are among your honored guests,
your bride stands at your right hand, wearing jewelry made with gold fromOphir.
10Listen, O princess!
Observe and pay attention!
Forget your homeland and your family!
11Then the king will be attracted by your beauty.
After all, he is yourmaster! Submit to him!
12Rich people from Tyre
will seek your favor by bringing a gift.
13The princess looks absolutely magnificent,
decked out in pearls and clothed in a brocade trimmedwith gold.
14 In embroidered robes she is escorted to the king.
Her attendants, the maidens of honor who follow her,
are led before you.
15They are bubbling with joy as they walk in procession
and enter the royal palace.
16Your sons will carry on the dynasty of your ancestors;
you will make them princes throughout the land.
17 I will proclaim your greatness through the coming years,
then the nations will praise you forever.

46
For themusic director; by the Korahites; according to the alamoth style; a song.
1God is our strong refuge;
he is truly our helper in times of trouble.
2For this reason we do not fear when the earth shakes,
and themountains tumble into the depths of the sea,
3when its waves crash and foam,
and themountains shake before the surging sea. (Selah)
4The river’s channels bring joy to the city of God,
the special, holy dwelling place of the sovereign One.
5God lives within it, it cannot bemoved.
God rescues it at the break of dawn.
6Nations are in uproar, kingdoms are overthrown.
God gives a shout, the earth dissolves.
7The LORD who commands armies is on our side!
The God of Jacob is our protector! (Selah)
8Come! Witness the exploits of the LORD,
who brings devastation to the earth!
9He brings an end to wars throughout the earth;
he shatters the bow and breaks the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10He says, “Stop your striving and recognize that I am God!
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I will be exalted over the nations! I will be exalted over the earth!”
11The LORD who commands armies is on our side!
The God of Jacob is our protector! (Selah)

47
For themusic director; by the Korahites; a psalm.
1All you nations, clap your hands!
Shout out to God in celebration!
2For the sovereign LORD is awe-inspiring;
he is the great king who rules the whole earth!
3He subdued nations beneath us
and countries under our feet.
4He picked out for us a special land
to be a source of pride for Jacob, whom he loves. (Selah)
5God has ascended his throne amid loud shouts;
the LORD has ascended his throne amid the blaring of ram’s horns.
6 Sing to God! Sing!
Sing to our king! Sing!
7For God is king of the whole earth!
Sing a well-written song!
8God reigns over the nations!
God sits on his holy throne!
9The nobles of the nations assemble,
along with the people of the God of Abraham,
for God has authority over the rulers of the earth.
He is highly exalted!

48
A song, a psalm by the Korahites.
1The LORD is great and certainly worthy of praise
in the city of our God, his holy hill.
2 It is lofty and pleasing to look at,
a source of joy to the whole earth.
Mount Zion resembles the peaks of Zaphon;
it is the city of the great king.
3God is in its fortresses;
he reveals himself as its defender.
4For look, the kings assemble;
they advance together.
5As soon as they see, they are shocked;
they are terrified, they quickly retreat.
6Look at them shake uncontrollably,
like a womanwrithing in childbirth.
7With an east wind
you shatter the large ships.
8We heard about God’s mighty deeds, nowwe have seen them,
in the city of the LORD|strong="H3069", the invincibleWarrior,
in the city of our God.
Godmakes it permanently secure. (Selah)
9We reflect on your loyal love, O God,
within your temple.
10The praise you receive as far away as the ends of the earth
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is worthy of your reputation, O God.
You execute justice!
11Mount Zion rejoices;
the towns of Judah are happy,
because of your acts of judgment.
12Walk around Zion! Encircle it!
Count its towers!
13Consider its defenses!
Walk through its fortresses,
so you can tell the next generation about it!
14For God, our God, is our defender forever!
He guides us!

49
For themusic director, a psalm by the Korahites.
1Listen to this, all you nations!
Pay attention, all you inhabitants of the world!
2Pay attention, all you people,
both rich and poor!
3 I will declare a wise saying;
I will share my profound thoughts.
4 I will learn a song that imparts wisdom;
I will then singmy insightful song to the accompaniment of a harp.
5Why should I be afraid in times of trouble,
when the sinful deeds of deceptive men threaten to overwhelmme?
6They trust in their wealth
and boast in their great riches.
7Certainly aman cannot rescue his brother;
he cannot pay God an adequate ransom price
8 (the ransom price for a human life is too high,
and people go to their final destiny),
9 so that hemight continue to live forever
and not experience death.
10 Surely one sees that even wise people die;
fools and spiritually insensitive people all pass away
and leave their wealth to others.
11Their grave becomes their permanent residence,
their eternal dwelling place.
They name their lands after themselves,
12but, despite their wealth, people do not last,
they are like animals that perish.
13This is the destiny of fools,
and of those who approve of their philosophy. (Selah)
14They will travel to Sheol like sheep,
with death as their shepherd.
The godly will rule over themwhen the day of vindication dawns;
Sheol will consume their bodies and they will no longer live in impressive houses.
15But God will rescuemy life from the power of Sheol;
certainly he will pull me to safety. (Selah)
16Do not be afraid when aman becomes rich
and his wealth multiplies!
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17For he will take nothing with himwhen he dies;
his wealth will not follow him down into the grave.
18He pronounces this blessing on himself while he is alive:
“Maymen praise you, for you have done well!”
19But he will join his ancestors;
they will never again see the light of day.
20Wealthy people do not understand;
they are like animals that perish.

50
A psalm by Asaph.
1El, God, the LORD speaks,
and summons the earth to come from the east and west.
2From Zion, the most beautiful of all places,
God comes in splendor.
3Our God approaches and is not silent;
consuming fire goes ahead of him
and all around him a storm rages.
4He summons the heavens above,
as well as the earth, so that hemight judge his people.
5He says:
“Assemble my covenant people before me,
those who ratified a covenant withme by sacrifice!”
6The heavens declare his fairness,
for God is judge. (Selah)
7He says:
“Listenmy people! I am speaking!
Listen Israel! I am accusing you!
I am God, your God!
8 I am not condemning you because of your sacrifices,
or because of your burnt sacrifices that you continually offerme.
9 I do not need to take a bull from your household
or goats from your sheepfolds.
10For every wild animal in the forest belongs to me,
as well as the cattle that graze on a thousand hills.
11 I keep track of every bird in the hills,
and the insects of the field are mine.
12Even if I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world and all it contains belong to me.
13Do I eat the flesh of bulls?
Do I drink the blood of goats?
14Present to God a thank-offering!
Repay your vows to the sovereign One!
15Pray to mewhen you are in trouble!
I will deliver you, and youwill honorme!”
16God says this to the evildoer:
“How can you declare my commands,
and talk about my covenant?
17For you hate instruction
and reject mywords.
18When you see a thief, you join him;
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you associate withmenwho are unfaithful to their wives.
19You do damage with words,
and use your tongue to deceive.
20You plot against your brother;
you slander your own brother.
21When you did these things, I was silent,
so you thought I was exactly like you.
But now I will condemn you
and state my case against you!
22Carefully consider this, you who reject God!
Otherwise I will rip you to shreds
and no one will be able to rescue you.
23Whoever presents a thank-offering honors me.
To whoever obeys my commands, I will reveal my power to deliver.”

51
For themusic director; a psalm of David, written when Nathan the prophet confronted
him after David’s affair with Bathsheba.
1Havemercy onme, O God, because of your loyal love!
Because of your great compassion, wipe awaymy rebellious acts!
2Wash awaymywrongdoing!
Cleanseme of my sin!
3For I am aware of my rebellious acts;
I am forever conscious of my sin.
4Against you – you above all – I have sinned;
I have done what is evil in your sight.
So you are just when you confront me;
you are right when you condemnme.
5Look, I was guilty of sin from birth,
a sinner themoment mymother conceivedme.
6Look, you desire integrity in the inner man;
you want me to possess wisdom.
7 Sprinkle mewith water and I will be pure;
washme and I will be whiter than snow.
8Grant me the ultimate joy of being forgiven!
May the bones you crushed rejoice!
9Hide your face frommy sins!
Wipe away all my guilt!
10Create for me a pure heart, O God!
Renew a resolute spirit withinme!
11Do not reject me!
Do not take your Holy Spirit away fromme!
12Let me again experience the joy of your deliverance!
Sustainme by givingme the desire to obey!
13Then I will teach rebels yourmerciful ways,
and sinners will turn to you.
14Rescueme from the guilt of murder, O God, the God who delivers me!
Thenmy tongue will shout for joy because of your deliverance.
15O Lord, give me the words!
Thenmymouth will praise you.
16Certainly you do not want a sacrifice, or else I would offer it;
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you do not desire a burnt sacrifice.
17The sacrifices God desires are a humble spirit –
O God, a humble and repentant heart you will not reject.
18Because you favor Zion, do what is good for her!
Fortify the walls of Jerusalem!
19Then youwill accept the proper sacrifices, burnt sacrifices and whole offerings;
then bulls will be sacrificed on your altar.

52
For the music director; a well-written song by David. It was written when Doeg the
Edomite went and informed Saul: “David has arrived at the home of Ahimelech.”
1Why do you boast about your evil plans, O powerful man?
God’s loyal love protects me all day long!
2Your tongue carries out your destructive plans;
it is as effective as a sharp razor, O deceiver.
3You love evil more than good,
lies more than speaking the truth. (Selah)
4You love to use all the words that destroy,
and the tongue that deceives.
5Yet God will make you a permanent heap of ruins.
He will scoop you up and remove you from your home;
he will uproot you from the land of the living. (Selah)
6When the godly see this, they will be filled with awe,
and will mock the evildoer, saying:
7 “Look, here is themanwhowould not make God his protector!
He trusted in his great wealth
and was confident about his plans to destroy others.”
8But I am like a flourishing olive tree in the house of God;
I continually trust in God’s loyal love.
9 I will continually thank youwhen you execute judgment;
I will rely on you, for your loyal followers know you are good.

53
For themusic director; according to themachalath style; a well-written song by David.
1Fools say to themselves, “There is no God.”
They sin and commit evil deeds;
none of them does what is right.
2God looks down from heaven at the human race,
to see if there is anyone who is wise and seeks God.
3Everyone rejects God;
they are all morally corrupt.
None of them does what is right,
not even one!
4All those who behave wickedly do not understand –
those who devourmy people as if they were eating bread,
and do not call out to God.
5They are absolutely terrified,
even by things that do not normally cause fear.
For God annihilates those who attack you.
You are able to humiliate them because God has rejected them.
6 I wish the deliverance of Israel would come from Zion!
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When God restores the well-being of his people,
may Jacob rejoice,
may Israel be happy!

54
For themusic director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a well-written song
by David. It was written when the Ziphites came and informed Saul: “David is hiding
with us.”
1O God, deliver me by your name!
Vindicate me by your power!
2O God, listen to my prayer!
Pay attention to what I say!
3For foreigners attackme;
ruthless men, who do not respect God, seekmy life. (Selah)
4Look, God is my deliverer!
The Lord is among those who support me.
5May those whowait to ambushme be repaid for their evil!
As a demonstration of your faithfulness, destroy them!
6With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you!
I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good!
7 Surely he rescues me from all trouble,
and I triumph over my enemies.

55
For themusic director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a well-written song
by David.
1Listen, O God, to my prayer!
Do not ignoremy appeal for mercy!
2Pay attention to me and answerme!
I am so upset and distressed, I am besidemyself,
3because of what the enemy says,
and because of how the wicked pressureme,
for they hurl trouble down uponme
and angrily attackme.
4My heart beats violently withinme;
the horrors of death overcomeme.
5Fear and panic overpowerme;
terror overwhelmsme.
6 I say, “I wish I had wings like a dove!
I would fly away and settle in a safe place!
7Look, I will escape to a distant place;
I will stay in the wilderness. (Selah)
8 I will hurry off to a place that is safe
from the strong wind and the gale.”
9Confuse them, O Lord!
Frustrate their plans!
For I see violence and conflict in the city.
10Day and night they walk around on its walls,
while wickedness and destruction are within it.
11Disaster is within it;
violence and deceit do not depart from its public square.
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12 Indeed, it is not an enemywho insults me,
or else I could bear it;
it is not one who hates mewho arrogantly taunts me,
or else I could hide from him.
13But it is you, a man like me,
my close friend in whom I confided.
14Wewould share personal thoughts with each other;
in God’s temple wewould walk together among the crowd.
15May death destroy them!
May they go down alive into Sheol!
For evil is in their dwelling place and in their midst.
16As for me, I will call out to God,
and the LORD will deliver me.
17During the evening, morning, and noontime
I will lament andmoan,
and he will hear me.
18Hewill rescueme and protect me from those who attackme,
even though they greatly outnumberme.
19God, the one who has reigned as king from long ago,
will hear and humiliate them. (Selah)
They refuse to change,
and do not fear God.
20He attacks his friends;
he breaks his solemn promises to them.
21His words are as smooth as butter,
but he harbors animosity in his heart.
His words seem softer than oil,
but they are really like sharp swords.
22Throw your burden upon the LORD,
and he will sustain you.
He will never allow the godly to be upended.
23But you, O God, will bring them down to the deep Pit.
Violent and deceitful people will not live even half a normal lifespan.
But as for me, I trust in you.

56
For the music director; according to the yonath-elem-rechovim style; a prayer of David,
written when the Philistines captured him in Gath.
1Havemercy onme, O God, for men are attackingme!
All day long hostile enemies are tormentingme.
2Those who anticipate my defeat attackme all day long.
Indeed, many are fighting against me, O Exalted One.
3When I am afraid,
I trust in you.
4 In God – I boast in his promise –
in God I trust, I am not afraid.
What canmeremen do tome?
5All day long they causeme trouble;
theymake a habit of plotting my demise.
6They stalk and lurk;
they watchmy every step,
as they prepare to takemy life.
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7Because they are bent on violence, do not let them escape!
In your anger bring down the nations, O God!
8You keep track of mymisery.
Put my tears in your leather container!
Are they not recorded in your scroll?
9My enemies will turn back when I cry out to you for help;
I know that God is onmy side.
10 In God – I boast in his promise –
in the LORD – I boast in his promise –
11 in God I trust, I am not afraid.
What canmeremen do tome?
12 I am obligated to fulfill the vows I made to you, O God;
I will give you the thank-offerings you deserve,
13when you deliver my life from death.
You keepmy feet from stumbling,
so that I might serve God as I enjoy life.

57
For the music director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a prayer of David, written
when he fled from Saul into the cave.
1Havemercy onme, O God! Havemercy onme!
For in you I have taken shelter.
In the shadow of your wings I take shelter
until trouble passes.
2 I cry out for help to the sovereign God,
to the Godwho vindicates me.
3May he send help from heaven and deliver me
frommy enemies who hurl insults! (Selah)
May God send his loyal love and faithfulness!
4 I am surrounded by lions;
I lie down among those whowant to devourme;
menwhose teeth are spears and arrows,
whose tongues are a sharp sword.
5Rise up above the sky, O God!
May your splendor cover the whole earth!
6They have prepared a net to trapme;
I am discouraged.
They have dug a pit for me.
They will fall into it! (Selah)
7 I am determined, O God! I am determined!
I will sing and praise you!
8Awake, my soul!
Awake, O stringed instrument and harp!
I will wake up at dawn!
9 I will give you thanks before the nations, OMaster!
I will sing praises to you before foreigners!
10For your loyal love extends beyond the sky,
and your faithfulness reaches the clouds.
11Rise up above the sky, O God!
May your splendor cover the whole earth!
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58
For themusic director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a prayer of David.
1Do you rulers really pronounce just decisions?
Do you judge people fairly?
2No! You plan how to do what is unjust;
you deal out violence in the earth.
3The wicked turn aside from birth;
liars go astray as soon as they are born.
4Their venom is like that of a snake,
like a deaf serpent that does not hear,
5 that does not respond to themagicians,
or to a skilled snake-charmer.
6O God, break the teeth in their mouths!
Smash the jawbones of the lions, O LORD!
7Let them disappear like water that flows away!
Let themwither like grass!
8Let them be like a snail that melts away as it moves along!
Let them be like stillborn babies that never see the sun!
9Before the kindling is even placed under your pots,
he will sweep it away along with both the raw and cookedmeat.
10The godly will rejoice when they see vengeance carried out;
they will bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked.
11Then observers will say,
“Yes indeed, the godly are rewarded!
Yes indeed, there is a God who judges in the earth!”

59
For the music director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a prayer of David, written
when Saul sent men to surround his house andmurder him.
1Deliver me frommy enemies, my God!
Protect me from those who attackme!
2Deliver me from evildoers!
Rescueme from violent men!
3For look, they wait to ambushme;
powerful men stalk me,
but not because I have rebelled or sinned, O LORD.
4Though I have done nothing wrong, they are anxious to attack.
Spring into action and helpme! Take notice of me!
5You, O LORD God, the invincible warrior, the God of Israel,
rouse yourself and punish all the nations!
Have nomercy on any treacherous evildoers! (Selah)
6They return in the evening;
they growl like a dog
and prowl around outside the city.
7Look, they hurl insults at me
and openly threaten to kill me,
for they say,
“Who hears?”
8But you, O LORD, laugh in disgust at them;
you taunt all the nations.
9You aremy source of strength! I will wait for you!
For God is my refuge.
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10The Godwho loves mewill help me;
God will enable me to triumph over my enemies.
11Do not strike them dead suddenly,
because thenmy people might forget the lesson.
Use your power to make them homeless vagabonds and then bring them down,
O Lord who shields us!
12They speak sinful words.
So let them be trapped by their own pride
and by the curses and lies they speak!
13Angrily wipe them out! Wipe them out so they vanish!
Let them know that God rules
in Jacob and to the ends of the earth! (Selah)
14They return in the evening;
they growl like a dog
and prowl around outside the city.
15They wander around looking for something to eat;
they refuse to sleep until they are full.
16As for me, I will sing about your strength;
I will praise your loyal love in themorning.
For you aremy refuge
andmy place of shelter when I face trouble.
17You aremy source of strength! I will sing praises to you!
For God is my refuge, the God who loves me.

60
For the music director; according to the shushan-eduth style; a prayer of David written
to instruct others. It was written when he fought against Aram Naharaim and Aram-
Zobah. Thatwaswhen Joab turned back and struck down 12,000 Edomites in the Valley
of Salt.
1O God, you have rejected us.
You suddenly turned on us in your anger.
Please restore us!
2Youmade the earth quake; you split it open.
Repair its breaches, for it is ready to fall.
3You havemade your people experience hard times;
you havemade us drink intoxicating wine.
4You have given your loyal followers a rallying flag,
so that theymight seek safety from the bow. (Selah)
5Deliver by your power and answerme,
so that the ones you lovemay be safe.
6God has spoken in his sanctuary:
“I will triumph! I will parcel out Shechem;
the Valley of Succoth I will measure off.
7Gilead belongs to me,
as does Manasseh!
Ephraim is my helmet,
Judahmy royal scepter.
8Moab is mywashbasin.
I will make Edom serveme.
I will shout in triumph over Philistia.”
9Whowill leadme into the fortified city?
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Whowill bringme to Edom?
10Have you not rejected us, O God?
O God, you do not go into battle with our armies.
11Give us help against the enemy,
for any helpmenmight offer is futile.
12By God’s power wewill conquer;
he will trample down our enemies.

61
For themusic director; to be played on a stringed instrument; written by David.
1O God, hear my cry for help!
Pay attention to my prayer!
2From themost remote place on earth
I call out to you inmy despair.
Leadme up to an inaccessible rocky summit!
3 Indeed, you aremy shelter,
a strong tower that protects me from the enemy.
4 I will be a permanent guest in your home;
I will find shelter in the protection of your wings. (Selah)
5For you, O God, hear my vows;
you grant me the reward that belongs to your loyal followers.
6Give the king long life!
Make his lifetime span several generations!
7May he reign forever before God!
Decree that your loyal love and faithfulness should protect him.
8Then I will sing praises to your name continually,
as I fulfill my vows day after day.

62
For themusic director, Jeduthun; a psalm of David.
1For God alone I patiently wait;
he is the one who delivers me.
2He alone is my protector and deliverer.
He is my refuge; I will not be upended.
3How long will you threaten aman?
All of you aremurderers,
as dangerous as a leaning wall or an unstable fence.
4They spend all their time planning how to bring him down.
They love to use deceit;
they pronounce blessings with their mouths,
but inwardly they utter curses. (Selah)
5Patiently wait for God alone, my soul!
For he is the one who gives me confidence.
6He alone is my protector and deliverer.
He is my refuge; I will not be upended.
7God delivers me and exalts me;
God is my strong protector andmy shelter.
8Trust in him at all times, you people!
Pour out your hearts before him!
God is our shelter! (Selah)
9Men are nothing but a mere breath;
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human beings are unreliable.
When they are weighed in the scales,
all of them together are lighter than air.
10Do not trust in what you can gain by oppression!
Do not put false confidence in what you can gain by robbery!
If wealth increases, do not become attached to it!
11God has declared one principle;
two principles I have heard:
God is strong,
12and you, O Lord, demonstrate loyal love.
For you repaymen for what they do.

63
A psalm of David, written when he was in the Judean wilderness.
1O God, you aremy God! I long for you!
My soul thirsts for you,
my flesh yearns for you,
in a dry and parched land where there is no water.
2Yes, in the sanctuary I have seen you,
and witnessed your power and splendor.
3Because experiencing your loyal love is better than life itself,
my lips will praise you.
4For this reason I will praise you while I live;
in your name I will lift upmy hands.
5As if with choice meat you satisfy my soul.
Mymouth joyfully praises you,
6whenever I remember you onmy bed,
and think about you during the nighttime hours.
7For you aremy deliverer;
under your wings I rejoice.
8My soul pursues you;
your right hand upholds me.
9Enemies seek to destroymy life,
but they will descend into the depths of the earth.
10Each one will be handed over to the sword;
their corpses will be eaten by jackals.
11But the king will rejoice in God;
everyone who takes oaths in his namewill boast,
for themouths of those who speak lies will be shut up.

64
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1Listen to me, O God, as I offer my lament!
Protect my life from the enemy’s terrifying attacks.
2Hideme from the plots of evil men,
from the crowd of evildoers.
3They sharpen their tongues like a sword;
they aim their arrow, a slanderous charge,
4 in order to shoot down the innocent in secluded places.
They shoot at him suddenly and are unafraid of retaliation.
5They encourage one another to carry out their evil deed.
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They plan how to hide snares,
and boast, “Whowill see them?”
6They devise unjust schemes;
they disguise a well-conceived plot.
Man’s inner thoughts cannot be discovered.
7But God will shoot at them;
suddenly they will be wounded by an arrow.
8Their slander will bring about their demise.
All who see themwill shudder,
9and all people will fear.
They will proclaimwhat God has done,
and reflect on his deeds.
10The godly will rejoice in the LORD|strong="H3069"
and take shelter in him.
All the morally upright will boast.

65
For themusic director; a psalm of David, a song.
1Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion.
Vowsmade to you are fulfilled.
2You hear prayers;
all people approach you.
3Our record of sins overwhelmsme,
but you forgive our acts of rebellion.
4How blessed is the one whom you choose,
and allow to live in your palace courts.
May we be satisfied with the good things of your house –
your holy palace.
5You answer our prayers by performing awesome acts of deliverance,
O God, our savior.
All the ends of the earth trust in you,
as well as those living across the wide seas.
6You created themountains by your power,
and demonstrated your strength.
7You calm the raging seas
and their roaring waves,
as well as the commotionmade by the nations.
8Even those living in themost remote areas are awestruck by your acts;
you cause those living in the east and west to praise you.
9You visit the earth and give it rain;
youmake it rich and fertile
with overflowing streams full of water.
You provide grain for them,
for you prepare the earth to yield its crops.
10You saturate its furrows,
and soak its plowed ground.
With rain showers you soften its soil,
andmake its crops grow.
11You crown the year with your good blessings,
and you leave abundance in your wake.
12The pastures in the wilderness glisten withmoisture,
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and the hills are clothed with joy.
13Themeadows are clothed with sheep,
and the valleys are covered with grain.
They shout joyfully, yes, they sing.

66
For themusic director; a song, a psalm.
1 Shout out praise to God, all the earth!
2 Sing praises about themajesty of his reputation!
Give him the honor he deserves!
3 Say to God:
“How awesome are your deeds!
Because of your great power your enemies cower in fear before you.
4All the earth worships you
and sings praises to you!
They sing praises to your name!” (Selah)
5Come andwitness God’s exploits!
His acts on behalf of people are awesome!
6He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
Let us rejoice in him there!
7He rules by his power forever;
he watches the nations.
Stubborn rebels should not exalt themselves. (Selah)
8Praise our God, you nations!
Loudly proclaim his praise!
9He preserves our lives
and does not allow our feet to slip.
10For you, O God, tested us;
you purified us like refined silver.
11You led us into a trap;
you caused us to suffer.
12You allowedmen to ride over our heads;
we passed through fire andwater,
but you brought us out into a wide open place.
13 I will enter your temple with burnt sacrifices;
I will fulfill the vows I made to you,
14whichmy lips uttered
andmymouth spoke when I was in trouble.
15 I will offer up to you fattened animals as burnt sacrifices,
along with the smell of sacrificial rams.
I will offer cattle and goats. (Selah)
16Come! Listen, all you who are loyal to God!
I will declare what he has done for me.
17 I cried out to him for help
and praised himwithmy tongue.
18 If I had harbored sin inmy heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19However, God heard;
he listened to my prayer.
20God deserves praise,
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for he did not reject my prayer
or abandon his love for me!

67
For themusic director; to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a psalm, a song.
1May God show us his favor and bless us!
May he smile on us! (Selah)
2Then those living on earth will knowwhat you are like;
all nations will know how you deliver your people.
3Let the nations thank you, O God!
Let all the nations thank you!
4Let foreigners rejoice and celebrate!
For you execute justice among the nations,
and govern the people living on earth. (Selah)
5Let the nations thank you, O God!
Let all the nations thank you!
6The earth yields its crops.
May God, our God, bless us!
7May God bless us!
Then all the ends of the earth will give him the honor he deserves.

68
For themusic director; by David, a psalm, a song.
1God springs into action!
His enemies scatter;
his adversaries run from him.
2As smoke is driven away by the wind, so you drive them away.
As waxmelts before fire,
so the wicked are destroyed before God.
3But the godly are happy;
they rejoice before God
and are overcomewith joy.
4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his name!
Exalt the one who rides on the clouds!
For the LORD|strong="H3050" is his name!
Rejoice before him!
5He is a father to the fatherless
and an advocate for widows.
God rules from his holy palace.
6God settles those who have been deserted in their own homes;
he frees prisoners and grants them prosperity.
But sinful rebels live in the desert.
7O God, when you lead your people into battle,
when youmarch through the desert, (Selah)
8 the earth shakes,
yes, the heavens pour down rain
before God, the God of Sinai,
before God, the God of Israel.
9O God, you cause abundant showers to fall on your chosen people.
When they are tired, you sustain them,
10 for you live among them.
You sustain the oppressed with your good blessings, O God.
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11The Lord speaks;
many, many women spread the good news.
12Kings leading armies run away – they run away!
The lovely lady of the house divides up the loot.
13When you lie down among the sheepfolds,
the wings of the dove are covered with silver
and with glittering gold.
14When the sovereign judge scatters kings,
let it snow on Zalmon!
15Themountain of Bashan is a toweringmountain;
the mountain of Bashan is a mountain withmany peaks.
16Why do you look with envy, Omountains withmany peaks,
at the mountain where God has decided to live?
Indeed the LORD will live there permanently!
17God has countless chariots;
they number in the thousands.
The Lord comes from Sinai in holy splendor.
18You ascend on high,
you have takenmany captives.
You receive tribute frommen,
including even sinful rebels.
Indeed the LORD|strong="H3050" God lives there!
19The Lord deserves praise!
Day after day he carries our burden,
the God who delivers us. (Selah)
20Our God is a God who delivers;
the LORD|strong="H3069", the sovereign Lord, can rescue from death.
21 Indeed God strikes the heads of his enemies,
the hairy foreheads of those who persist in rebellion.
22The Lord says,
“I will retrieve them from Bashan,
I will bring them back from the depths of the sea,
23 so that your feet may stomp in their blood,
and your dogs may eat their portion of the enemies’ corpses.”
24They see your processions, O God –
the processions of my God, my king, whomarches along in holy splendor.
25 Singers walk in front;
musicians follow playing their stringed instruments,
in themidst of young women playing tambourines.
26 In your large assemblies praise God,
the LORD, in the assemblies of Israel!
27There is little Benjamin, their ruler,
and the princes of Judah in their robes,
along with the princes of Zebulun and the princes of Naphtali.
28God has decreed that you will be powerful.
O God, you who have acted on our behalf, demonstrate your power,
29as you come out of your temple in Jerusalem!
Kings bring tribute to you.
30 Sound your battle cry against the wild beast of the reeds,
and the nations that assemble like a herd of calves led by bulls!
They humble themselves and offer gold and silver as tribute.
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God scatters the nations that like to do battle.
31They comewith red cloth from Egypt,
Ethiopia voluntarily offers tribute to God.
32O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God!
Sing praises to the Lord, (Selah)
33 to the one who rides through the sky from ancient times!
Look! He thunders loudly.
34Acknowledge God’s power,
his sovereignty over Israel,
and the power he reveals in the skies!
35You are awe-inspiring, O God, as you emerge from your holy temple!
It is the God of Israel who gives the people power and strength.
God deserves praise!

69
For themusic director; according to the tune of “Lilies;” by David.
1Deliver me, O God,
for the water has reachedmy neck.
2 I sink into the deepmire
where there is no solid ground;
I am in deep water,
and the current overpowers me.
3 I am exhausted from shouting for help;
my throat is sore;
my eyes grow tired of looking for my God.
4Those who hate mewithout cause are more numerous than the hairs of my head.
Those whowant to destroyme, my enemies for no reason, outnumberme.
Theymakeme repay what I did not steal!
5O God, you are aware of my foolish sins;
my guilt is not hidden from you.
6Let none who rely on you be disgraced because of me,
O sovereign LORD and king!
Let none who seek you be ashamed because of me,
O God of Israel!
7For I suffer humiliation for your sake
and am thoroughly disgraced.
8My own brothers treat me like a stranger;
they act as if I were a foreigner.
9Certainly zeal for your house consumesme;
I endure the insults of those who insult you.
10 I weep and refrain from eating food,
which causes others to insult me.
11 I wear sackcloth
and they ridicule me.
12Those who sit at the city gate gossip about me;
drunkards mockme in their songs.
13O LORD, may you hear my prayer and be favorably disposed to me!
O God, because of your great loyal love,
answermewith your faithful deliverance!
14Rescueme from themud! Don’t let me sink!
Deliver me from those who hate me,
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from the deep water!
15Don’t let the current overpowerme!
Don’t let the deep swallowme up!
Don’t let the pit devourme!
16Answerme, O LORD, for your loyal love is good!
Because of your great compassion, turn towardme!
17Do not ignore your servant,
for I am in trouble! Answerme right away!
18Come nearme and redeemme!
Because of my enemies, rescueme!
19You know how I am insulted, humiliated and disgraced;
you can see all my enemies.
20Their insults are painful andmakeme lose heart;
I look for sympathy, but receive none,
for comforters, but find none.
21They put bitter poison into my food,
and to quenchmy thirst they give me vinegar to drink.
22May their dining table become a trap before them!
May it be a snare for that group of friends!
23May their eyes be blinded!
Make them shake violently!
24Pour out your judgment on them!
May your raging anger overtake them!
25May their camp become desolate,
their tents uninhabited!
26For they harass the one whom you discipline;
they spread the news about the suffering of those whom you punish.
27Hold them accountable for all their sins!
Do not vindicate them!
28May their names be deleted from the scroll of the living!
Do not let their names be listed with the godly!
29 I am oppressed and suffering!
O God, deliver and protect me!
30 I will sing praises to God’s name!
I will magnify him as I give him thanks!
31That will please the LORDmore than an ox or a bull
with horns and hooves.
32The oppressed look on – let them rejoice!
You who seek God, may you be encouraged!
33For the LORD listens to the needy;
he does not despise his captive people.
34Let the heavens and the earth praise him,
along with the seas and everything that swims in them!
35For Godwill deliver Zion
and rebuild the cities of Judah,
and his people will again live in them and possess Zion.
36The descendants of his servants will inherit it,
and those who are loyal to himwill live in it.

70
For themusic director; by David; written to get God’s attention.
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1O God, please be willing to rescueme!
O LORD, hurry and helpme!
2May those who are trying to takemy life
be embarrassed and ashamed!
May those whowant to harmme
be turned back and ashamed!
3May those who say, “Aha! Aha!”
be driven back and disgraced!
4May all those who seek you be happy and rejoice in you!
May those who love to experience your deliverance say continually,
“May God be praised!”
5 I am oppressed and needy!
O God, hurry to me!
You aremy helper andmy deliverer!
O LORD, do not delay!

71
1 In you, O LORD, I have taken shelter!
Never let me be humiliated!
2Vindicate me by rescuingme!
Listen to me! Deliver me!
3Bemy protector and refuge,
a stronghold where I can be safe!
For you aremy high ridge andmy stronghold.
4My God, rescueme from the power of the wicked,
from the hand of the cruel oppressor!
5For you giveme confidence, O Lord;
O LORD, I have trusted in you since I was young.
6 I have leaned on you since birth;
you pulledme frommymother’s womb.
I praise you continually.
7Many are appalled when they seeme,
but you aremy secure shelter.
8 I praise you constantly
and speak of your splendor all day long.
9Do not reject me inmy old age!
Whenmy strength fails, do not abandonme!
10Formy enemies talk about me;
those waiting for a chance to kill me plot my demise.
11They say, “God has abandoned him.
Run and seize him, for there is no one whowill rescue him!”
12O God, do not remain far away fromme!
My God, hurry and helpme!
13Maymy accusers be humiliated and defeated!
May those whowant to harmme be covered with scorn and disgrace!
14As for me, I will wait continually,
and will continue to praise you.
15 I will tell about your justice,
and all day long proclaim your salvation,
though I cannot fathom its full extent.
16 I will come and tell about themighty acts of the sovereign LORD.
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I will proclaim your justice – yours alone.
17O God, you have taught me since I was young,
and I am still declaring your amazing deeds.
18Evenwhen I am old and gray,
O God, do not abandonme,
until I tell the next generation about your strength,
and those coming after me about your power.
19Your justice, O God, extends to the skies above;
you have done great things.
O God, who can compare to you?
20Though you have allowedme to experiencemuch trouble and distress,
revive me once again!
Bringme up once again from the depths of the earth!
21Raise me to a position of great honor!
Turn and comfort me!
22 I will express my thanks to you with a stringed instrument,
praising your faithfulness, Omy God!
I will sing praises to you accompanied by a harp,
O Holy One of Israel!
23My lips will shout for joy! Yes, I will sing your praises!
I will praise you when you rescueme!
24All day longmy tongue will also tell about your justice,
for those whowant to harmmewill be embarrassed and ashamed.

72
For Solomon.
1O God, grant the king the ability to make just decisions!
Grant the king’s son the ability to make fair decisions!
2Then he will judge your people fairly,
and your oppressed ones equitably.
3Themountains will bring news of peace to the people,
and the hills will announce justice.
4Hewill defend the oppressed among the people;
he will deliver the children of the poor
and crush the oppressor.
5People will fear you as long as the sun andmoon remain in the sky,
for generation after generation.
6Hewill descend like rain on themown grass,
like showers that drench the earth.
7During his days the godly will flourish;
peace will prevail as long as themoon remains in the sky.
8May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth!
9Before him the coastlands will bow down,
and his enemies will lick the dust.
10The kings of Tarshish and the coastlands will offer gifts;
the kings of Sheba and Seba will bring tribute.
11All kings will bow down to him;
all nations will serve him.
12For he will rescue the needy when they cry out for help,
and the oppressed who have no defender.
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13Hewill take pity on the poor and needy;
the lives of the needy he will save.
14From harm and violence he will defend them;
he will value their lives.
15May he live! May they offer him gold from Sheba!
May they continually pray for him!
May they pronounce blessings on him all day long!
16May there be an abundance of grain in the earth;
on the tops of themountains may it sway!
May its fruit trees flourish like the forests of Lebanon!
May its crops be as abundant as the grass of the earth!
17May his fame endure!
May his dynasty last as long as the sun remains in the sky!
May they use his namewhen they formulate their blessings!
May all nations consider him to be favored by God!
18The LORD God, the God of Israel, deserves praise!
He alone accomplishes amazing things!
19His glorious name deserves praise forevermore!
May his majestic splendor fill the whole earth!
We agree! We agree!
20This collection of the prayers of David son of Jesse ends here.

73
A psalm by Asaph.
1Certainly God is good to Israel,
and to those whosemotives are pure!
2But as for me, my feet almost slipped;
my feet almost slid out from underme.
3For I envied those who are proud,
as I observed the prosperity of the wicked.
4For they suffer no pain;
their bodies are strong andwell-fed.
5They are immune to the trouble common tomen;
they do not suffer as other men do.
6Arrogance is their necklace,
and violence their clothing.
7Their prosperity causes them to do wrong;
their thoughts are sinful.
8Theymock and say evil things;
they proudly threaten violence.
9They speak as if they rule in heaven,
and lay claim to the earth.
10Therefore they havemore than enough food to eat,
and even suck up the water of the sea.
11They say, “How does God knowwhat we do?
Is the sovereign one aware of what goes on?”
12Take a good look! This is what the wicked are like,
those who always have it so easy and get richer and richer.
13 I concluded, “Surely in vain I have kept mymotives pure
andmaintained a pure lifestyle.
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14 I suffer all day long,
and am punished everymorning.”
15 If I had publicized these thoughts,
I would have betrayed your loyal followers.
16When I tried to make sense of this,
it was troubling to me.
17Then I entered the precincts of God’s temple,
and understood the destiny of the wicked.
18 Surely you put them in slippery places;
you bring them down to ruin.
19How desolate they become in ameremoment!
Terrifying judgments make their demise complete!
20They are like a dream after one wakes up.
O Lord, when you awake you will despise them.
21Yes, my spirit was bitter,
andmy insides felt sharp pain.
22 I was ignorant and lacked insight;
I was as senseless as an animal before you.
23But I am continually with you;
you holdmy right hand.
24You guideme by your wise advice,
and then youwill leadme to a position of honor.
25Whom do I have in heaven but you?
I desire no one but you on earth.
26My flesh andmy heart may growweak,
but God always protects my heart and gives me stability.
27Yes, look! Those far from you die;
you destroy everyone who is unfaithful to you.
28But as for me, God’s presence is all I need.
I havemade the sovereign LORDmy shelter,
as I declare all the things you have done.

74
Awell-written song by Asaph.
1Why, O God, have you permanently rejected us?
Why does your anger burn against the sheep of your pasture?
2Remember your people whom you acquired in ancient times,
whom you rescued so they could be your very own nation,
as well as Mount Zion, where you dwell!
3Hurry and look at the permanent ruins,
and all the damage the enemy has done to the temple!
4Your enemies roar in themiddle of your sanctuary;
they set up their battle flags.
5They invade like lumberjacks
swinging their axes in a thick forest.
6And now they are tearing down all its engravings
with axes and crowbars.
7They set your sanctuary on fire;
they desecrate your dwelling place by knocking it to the ground.
8They say to themselves,
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“Wewill oppress all of them.”
They burn down all the places where people worship God in the land.
9We do not see any signs of God’s presence;
there are no longer any prophets
and we have no one to tell us how long this will last.
10How long, O God, will the adversary hurl insults?
Will the enemy blaspheme your name forever?
11Why do you remain inactive?
Intervene and destroy him!
12But God has beenmy king from ancient times,
performing acts of deliverance on the earth.
13You destroyed the sea by your strength;
you shattered the heads of the seamonster in the water.
14You crushed the heads of Leviathan;
you fed him to the people who live along the coast.
15You broke open the spring and the stream;
you dried up perpetually flowing rivers.
16You established the cycle of day and night;
you put themoon and sun in place.
17You set up all the boundaries of the earth;
you created the cycle of summer andwinter.
18Remember how the enemy hurls insults, O LORD,
and how a foolish nation blasphemes your name!
19Do not hand the life of your dove over to a wild animal!
Do not continue to disregard the lives of your oppressed people!
20Remember your covenant promises,
for the dark regions of the earth are full of places where violence rules.
21Do not let the afflicted be turned back in shame!
Let the oppressed and poor praise your name!
22Rise up, O God! Defend your honor!
Remember how fools insult you all day long!
23Do not disregard what your enemies say,
or the unceasing shouts of those who defy you.

75
For themusic director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a psalm of Asaph; a song.
1We give thanks to you, O God! We give thanks!
You reveal your presence;
people tell about your amazing deeds.
2God says,
“At the appointed times,
I judge fairly.
3When the earth and all its inhabitants dissolve in fear,
I make its pillars secure.” (Selah)
4
I say to the proud, “Do not be proud,”
and to the wicked, “Do not be so confident of victory!
5Do not be so certain you have won!
Do not speak with your head held so high!
6For victory does not come from the east or west,
or from the wilderness.
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7For God is the judge!
He brings one down and exalts another.
8For the LORD holds in his hand a cup full
of foaming winemixed with spices,
and pours it out.
Surely all the wicked of the earth
will slurp it up and drink it to its very last drop.”
9As for me, I will continually tell what you have done;
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob!
10God says,
“I will bring down all the power of the wicked;
the godly will be victorious.”

76
For themusic director; to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a psalm of Asaph, a
song.
1God has revealed himself in Judah;
in Israel his reputation is great.
2He lives in Salem;
he dwells in Zion.
3There he shattered the arrows,
the shield, the sword, and the rest of the weapons of war. (Selah)
4You shine brightly and reveal yourmajesty,
as you descend from the hills where you killed your prey.
5The bravehearted were plundered;
they “fell asleep.”
All the warriors were helpless.
6At the sound of your battle cry, O God of Jacob,
both rider and horse “fell asleep.”
7You are awesome! Yes, you!
Who can withstand your intense anger?
8From heaven you announced what their punishment would be.
The earth was afraid and silent
9when God arose to execute judgment,
and to deliver all the oppressed of the earth. (Selah)
10Certainly your angry judgment uponmenwill bring you praise;
you reveal your anger in full measure.
11Make vows to the LORD your God and repay them!
Let all those who surround him bring tribute to the awesome one!
12He humbles princes;
the kings of the earth regard him as awesome.

77
For themusic director, Jeduthun; a psalm of Asaph.
1 I will cry out to God and call for help!
I will cry out to God and he will pay attention to me.
2 In my time of trouble I sought the Lord.
I kept my hand raised in prayer throughout the night.
I refused to be comforted.
3 I said, “I will remember Godwhile I groan;
I will think about himwhile my strength leaves me.” (Selah)
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4You heldmy eyelids open;
I was troubled and could not speak.
5 I thought about the days of old,
about ancient times.
6 I said, “During the night I will remember the song I once sang;
I will think very carefully.”
I tried to make sense of what was happening.
7 I asked, “Will the Lord reject me forever?
Will he never again showme his favor?
8Has his loyal love disappeared forever?
Has his promise failed forever?
9Has God forgotten to bemerciful?
Has his anger stifled his compassion?”
10Then I said, “I am sickened by the thought
that the sovereign Onemight become inactive.
11 I will remember the works of the LORD|strong="H3050".
Yes, I will remember the amazing things you did long ago!
12 I will think about all you have done;
I will reflect upon your deeds!”
13
O God, your deeds are extraordinary!
What god can compare to our great God?
14You are the Godwho does amazing things;
you have revealed your strength among the nations.
15You delivered your people by your strength –
the children of Jacob and Joseph. (Selah)
16The waters saw you, O God,
the waters saw you and trembled.
Yes, the depths of the sea shook with fear.
17The clouds poured down rain;
the skies thundered.
Yes, your arrows flashed about.
18Your thunderous voice was heard in the wind;
the lightning bolts lit up the world;
the earth trembled and shook.
19Youwalked through the sea;
you passed through the surging waters,
but left no footprints.
20You led your people like a flock of sheep,
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
Awell-written song by Asaph.
1Pay attention, my people, to my instruction!
Listen to the words I speak!
2 I will sing a song that imparts wisdom;
I will make insightful observations about the past.
3What we have heard and learned –
that which our ancestors have told us –
4wewill not hide from their descendants.
Wewill tell the next generation
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about the LORD’s praiseworthy acts,
about his strength and the amazing things he has done.
5He established a rule in Jacob;
he set up a law in Israel.
He commanded our ancestors
to make his deeds known to their descendants,
6 so that the next generation, children yet to be born,
might know about them.
They will grow up and tell their descendants about them.
7Then they will place their confidence in God.
They will not forget the works of God,
and they will obey his commands.
8Then they will not be like their ancestors,
who were a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation that was not committed
and faithful to God.
9The Ephraimites were armedwith bows,
but they retreated in the day of battle.
10They did not keep their covenant with God,
and they refused to obey his law.
11They forgot what he had done,
the amazing things he had shown them.
12He did amazing things in the sight of their ancestors,
in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan.
13He divided the sea and led them across it;
he made the water stand in a heap.
14He led themwith a cloud by day,
and with the light of a fire all night long.
15He broke open rocks in the wilderness,
and gave them enoughwater to fill the depths of the sea.
16He caused streams to flow from the rock,
andmade the water flow like rivers.
17Yet they continued to sin against him,
and rebelled against the sovereign One in the desert.
18They willfully challenged God
by asking for food to satisfy their appetite.
19They insulted God, saying,
“Is God really able to give us food in the wilderness?
20Yes, he struck a rock andwater flowed out,
streams gushed forth.
But can he also give us food?
Will he providemeat for his people?”
21When the LORD heard this, he was furious.
A fire broke out against Jacob,
and his anger flared up against Israel,
22because they did not have faith in God,
and did not trust his ability to deliver them.
23He gave a command to the clouds above,
and opened the doors in the sky.
24He rained downmanna for them to eat;
he gave them the grain of heaven.
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25Man ate the food of themighty ones.
He sent themmore than enough to eat.
26He brought the east wind through the sky,
and by his strength led forth the south wind.
27He rained downmeat on them like dust,
birds as numerous as the sand on the seashores.
28He caused them to fall right in themiddle of their camp,
all around their homes.
29They ate until they were stuffed;
he gave themwhat they desired.
30They were not yet filled up,
their food was still in their mouths,
31when the anger of God flared up against them.
He killed some of the strongest of them;
he brought the youngmen of Israel to their knees.
32Despite all this, they continued to sin,
and did not trust him to do amazing things.
33 So he caused them to die unsatisfied
and filled with terror.
34When he struck them down, they sought his favor;
they turned back and longed for God.
35They remembered that God was their protector,
and that the sovereign Godwas their deliverer.
36But they deceived himwith their words,
and lied to him.
37They were not really committed to him,
and they were unfaithful to his covenant.
38Yet he is compassionate.
He forgives sin and does not destroy.
He often holds back his anger,
and does not stir up his fury.
39He remembered that they weremade of flesh,
and were like a wind that blows past and does not return.
40How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness,
and insulted him in the desert!
41They again challenged God,
and offended the Holy One of Israel.
42They did not remember what he had done,
how he delivered them from the enemy,
43when he performed his awesome deeds in Egypt,
and his acts of judgment in the region of Zoan.
44He turned their rivers into blood,
and they could not drink from their streams.
45He sent swarms of biting insects against them,
as well as frogs that overran their land.
46He gave their crops to the grasshopper,
the fruit of their labor to the locust.
47He destroyed their vines with hail,
and their sycamore-fig trees with driving rain.
48He rained hail down on their cattle,
and hurled lightning bolts down on their livestock.
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49His raging anger lashed out against them,
He sent fury, rage, and trouble
as messengers who bring disaster.
50He sent his anger in full force;
he did not spare them from death;
he handed their lives over to destruction.
51He struck down all the firstborn in Egypt,
the firstfruits of their reproductive power in the tents of Ham.
52Yet he brought out his people like sheep;
he led them through the wilderness like a flock.
53He guided them safely along,
while the sea covered their enemies.
54He brought them to the border of his holy land,
to this mountainous land which his right hand acquired.
55He drove the nations out from before them;
he assigned them their tribal allotments
and allowed the tribes of Israel to settle down.
56Yet they challenged and defied the sovereign God,
and did not obey his commands.
57They were unfaithful and acted as treacherously as their ancestors;
they were as unreliable as amalfunctioning bow.
58Theymade him angry with their pagan shrines,
andmade him jealous with their idols.
59God heard andwas angry;
he completely rejected Israel.
60He abandoned the sanctuary at Shiloh,
the tent where he lived amongmen.
61He allowed the symbol of his strong presence to be captured;
he gave the symbol of his splendor into the hand of the enemy.
62He delivered his people over to the sword,
and was angry with his chosen nation.
63Fire consumed their youngmen,
and their virgins remained unmarried.
64Their priests fell by the sword,
but their widows did not weep.
65But then the Lord awoke from his sleep;
he was like a warrior in a drunken rage.
66He drove his enemies back;
hemade them a permanent target for insults.
67He rejected the tent of Joseph;
he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim.
68He chose the tribe of Judah,
andMount Zion, which he loves.
69Hemade his sanctuary as enduring as the heavens above;
as secure as the earth, which he established permanently.
70He chose David, his servant,
and took him from the sheepfolds.
71He took him away from following themother sheep,
andmade him the shepherd of Jacob, his people,
and of Israel, his chosen nation.
72David cared for themwith puremotives;
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he led themwith skill.

79
A psalm of Asaph.
1O God, foreigners have invaded your chosen land;
they have polluted your holy temple
and turned Jerusalem into a heap of ruins.
2They have given the corpses of your servants
to the birds of the sky;
the flesh of your loyal followers
to the beasts of the earth.
3They havemade their blood flow like water
all around Jerusalem, and there is no one to bury them.
4We have become an object of disdain to our neighbors;
those who live on our borders taunt and insult us.
5How long will this go on, O LORD?
Will you stay angry forever?
How long will your rage burn like fire?
6Pour out your anger on the nations that do not acknowledge you,
on the kingdoms that do not pray to you!
7For they have devoured Jacob
and destroyed his home.
8Do not hold us accountable for the sins of earlier generations!
Quickly send your compassion our way,
for we are in serious trouble!
9Help us, O God, our deliverer!
For the sake of your glorious reputation, rescue us!
Forgive our sins for the sake of your reputation!
10Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Before our very eyes may the shed blood of your servants
be avenged among the nations!
11Listen to the painful cries of the prisoners!
Use your great strength to set free those condemned to die!
12Pay back our neighbors in full!
May they be insulted the sameway they insulted you, O Lord!
13Thenwe, your people, the sheep of your pasture,
will continually thank you.
Wewill tell coming generations of your praiseworthy acts.

80
For themusic director; according to the shushan-eduth style; a psalm of Asaph.
1O shepherd of Israel, pay attention,
you who lead Joseph like a flock of sheep!
You who sit enthroned above the winged angels, reveal your splendor!
2 In the sight of Ephraim, Benjamin, andManasseh reveal your power!
Come and deliver us!
3O God, restore us!
Smile on us! Then wewill be delivered!
4O LORD God, invincible warrior!
How long will you remain angry at your people while they pray to you?
5You have given them tears as food;
you havemade them drink tears by themeasure.
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6You havemade our neighbors dislike us,
and our enemies insult us.
7O God, invincible warrior, restore us!
Smile on us! Then wewill be delivered!
8You uprooted a vine from Egypt;
you drove out nations and transplanted it.
9You cleared the ground for it;
it took root,
and filled the land.
10Themountains were covered by its shadow,
the highest cedars by its branches.
11 Its branches reached theMediterranean Sea,
and its shoots the Euphrates River.
12Why did you break down its walls,
so that all who pass by pluck its fruit?
13The wild boars of the forest ruin it;
the insects of the field feed on it.
14O God, invincible warrior, come back!
Look down from heaven and take notice!
Take care of this vine,
15 the root your right hand planted,
the shoot youmade to grow!
16 It is burned and cut down.
They die because you are displeased with them.
17May you give support to the one you have chosen,
to the one whom you raised up for yourself!
18Thenwewill not turn away from you.
Revive us and wewill pray to you!
19O LORD God, invincible warrior, restore us!
Smile on us! Then wewill be delivered!

81
For themusic director; according to the gittith style; by Asaph.
1 Shout for joy to God, our source of strength!
Shout out to the God of Jacob!
2 Sing a song and play the tambourine,
the pleasant sounding harp, and the ten-stringed instrument!
3 Sound the ram’s horn on the day of the newmoon,
and on the day of the full moonwhen our festival begins.
4For observing the festival is a requirement for Israel;
it is an ordinance given by the God of Jacob.
5He decreed it as a regulation in Joseph,
when he attacked the land of Egypt.
I heard a voice I did not recognize.
6 It said: “I removed the burden from his shoulder;
his hands were released from holding the basket.
7 In your distress you called out and I rescued you.
I answered you from a dark thundercloud.
I tested you at the waters of Meribah. (Selah)
8 I said, ‘Listen, my people!
I will warn you!
O Israel, if only you would obeyme!
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9Theremust be no other god among you.
Youmust not worship a foreign god.
10 I am the LORD, your God,
the one who brought you out of the land of Egypt.
Open yourmouth wide and I will fill it!’
11But my people did not obeyme;
Israel did not submit to me.
12 I gave them over to their stubborn desires;
they did what seemed right to them.
13 If only my people would obeyme!
If only Israel would keepmy commands!
14Then I would quickly subdue their enemies,
and attack their adversaries.”
15 (May those who hate the LORD cower in fear before him!
May they be permanently humiliated!)
16 “I would feed Israel the best wheat,
and would satisfy your appetite with honey from the rocky cliffs.”

82
A psalm of Asaph.
1God stands in the assembly of El;
in themidst of the gods he renders judgment.
2He says, “How long will youmake unjust legal decisions
and show favoritism to the wicked? (Selah)
3Defend the cause of the poor and the fatherless!
Vindicate the oppressed and suffering!
4Rescue the poor and needy!
Deliver them from the power of the wicked!
5They neither know nor understand.
They stumble around in the dark,
while all the foundations of the earth crumble.
6 I thought, ‘You are gods;
all of you are sons of the Most High.’
7Yet you will die like mortals;
you will fall like all the other rulers.”
8Rise up, O God, and execute judgment on the earth!
For you own all the nations.

83
A song, a psalm of Asaph.
1O God, do not be silent!
Do not ignore us! Do not be inactive, O God!
2For look, your enemies are making a commotion;
those who hate you are hostile.
3They carefully plot against your people,
andmake plans to harm the ones you cherish.
4They say, “Come on, let’s annihilate them so they are no longer a nation!
Then the name of Israel will be remembered nomore.”
5Yes, they devise a unified strategy;
they form an alliance against you.
6 It includes the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites,
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Moab and the Hagrites,
7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek,
Philistia and the inhabitants of Tyre.
8Even Assyria has allied with them,
lending its strength to the descendants of Lot. (Selah)
9Do to them as you did to Midian –
as you did to Sisera and Jabin at the Kishon River!
10They were destroyed at Endor;
their corpses were like manure on the ground.
11Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
and all their rulers like Zebah and Zalmunna,
12who said, “Let’s take over the pastures of God!”
13Omy God, make them like dead thistles,
like dead weeds blown away by the wind!
14Like the fire that burns down the forest,
or the flames that consume themountainsides,
15 chase themwith your gale winds,
and terrify themwith your windstorm.
16Cover their faces with shame,
so theymight seek you, O LORD.
17May they be humiliated and continually terrified!
May they die in shame!
18Then they will know that you alone are the LORD,
the sovereign king over all the earth.

84
For themusic director; according to the gittith style; written by the Korahites, a psalm.
1How lovely is the place where you live,
O LORD who rules over all!
2 I desperately want to be
in the courts of the LORD’s temple.
My heart andmy entire being shout for joy
to the living God.
3Even the birds find a home there,
and the swallow builds a nest,
where she can protect her young
near your altars, O LORD who rules over all,
my king andmy God.
4How blessed are those who live in your temple
and praise you continually! (Selah)
5How blessed are those who find their strength in you,
and long to travel the roads that lead to your temple!
6As they pass through the Baca Valley,
he provides a spring for them.
The rain even covers it with pools of water.
7They are sustained as they travel along;
each one appears before God in Zion.
8O LORD, sovereign God,
hear my prayer!
Listen, O God of Jacob! (Selah)
9O God, take notice of our shield!
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Show concern for your chosen king!
10Certainly spending just one day in your temple courts is better
than spending a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather stand at the entrance to the temple of my God
than live in the tents of the wicked.
11For the LORD God is our sovereign protector.
The LORD bestows favor and honor;
he withholds no good thing from those who have integrity.
12O LORDwho rules over all,
how blessed are those who trust in you!

85
For themusic director; written by the Korahites, a psalm.
1O LORD, you showed favor to your land;
you restored the well-being of Jacob.
2You pardoned the wrongdoing of your people;
you forgave all their sin. (Selah)
3Youwithdrew all your fury;
you turned back from your raging anger.
4Restore us, O God our deliverer!
Do not be displeased with us!
5Will you staymad at us forever?
Will you remain angry throughout future generations?
6Will you not revive us oncemore?
Then your people will rejoice in you!
7O LORD, show us your loyal love!
Bestow on us your deliverance!
8 I will listen to what God the LORD says.
For he will make peace with his people, his faithful followers.
Yet theymust not return to their foolish ways.
9Certainly his loyal followers will soon experience his deliverance;
then his splendor will again appear in our land.
10Loyal love and faithfulness meet;
deliverance and peace greet each other with a kiss.
11Faithfulness grows from the ground,
and deliverance looks down from the sky.
12Yes, the LORD will bestow his good blessings,
and our land will yield its crops.
13Deliverance goes before him,
and prepares a pathway for him.

86
A prayer of David.
1Listen O LORD! Answerme!
For I am oppressed and needy.
2Protect me, for I am loyal!
Omy God, deliver your servant, who trusts in you!
3Havemercy onme, O Lord,
for I cry out to you all day long!
4Make your servant glad,
for to you, O Lord, I pray!
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5Certainly O Lord, you are kind and forgiving,
and show great faithfulness to all who cry out to you.
6O LORD, hear my prayer!
Pay attention to my plea for mercy!
7 In my time of trouble I cry out to you,
for you will answerme.
8None can compare to you among the gods, O Lord!
Your exploits are incomparable!
9All the nations, whom you created,
will come andworship you, O Lord.
They will honor your name.
10For you are great and do amazing things.
You alone are God.
11O LORD, teachme how youwant me to live!
Then I will obey your commands.
Makemewholeheartedly committed to you!
12O Lord, my God, I will give you thanks withmywhole heart!
I will honor your name continually!
13For you will extend your great loyal love to me,
and will deliver my life from the depths of Sheol.
14O God, arrogant men attackme;
a gang of ruthless men, who do not respect you, seekmy life.
15But you, O Lord, are a compassionate andmerciful God.
You are patient and demonstrate great loyal love and faithfulness.
16Turn towardme and havemercy onme!
Give your servant your strength!
Deliver your slave!
17 Showme evidence of your favor!
Then those who hate mewill see it and be ashamed,
for you, O LORD, will help me and comfort me.

87
Written by the Korahites; a psalm, a song.
1The LORD’s city|strong="H3248" is in the holy hills.
2The LORD loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.
3People say wonderful things about you,
O city of God. (Selah)
4 I mention Rahab and Babylon to my followers.
Here are Philistia and Tyre, along with Ethiopia.
It is said of them, “This one was born there.”
5But it is said of Zion’s residents,
“Each one of these was born in her,
and the sovereign Onemakes her secure.”
6The LORD writes in the census book of the nations,
“This one was born there.” (Selah)
7As for the singers, as well as the pipers –
all of them sing within your walls.
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88
A song, a psalm written by the Korahites; for the music director; according to the
machalath-leannoth style; a well-written song by Heman the Ezrachite.
1O LORD Godwho delivers me!
By day I cry out
and at night I pray before you.
2Listen to my prayer!
Pay attention to my cry for help!
3Formy life is filled with troubles
and I am ready to enter Sheol.
4They treat me like those who descend into the grave.
I am like a helpless man,
5adrift among the dead,
like corpses lying in the grave,
whom you remember nomore,
and who are cut off from your power.
6You place me in the lowest regions of the pit,
in the dark places, in the watery depths.
7Your anger bears down onme,
and you overwhelmmewith all your waves. (Selah)
8You cause those who knowme to keep their distance;
youmakeme an appalling sight to them.
I am trapped and cannot get free.
9My eyes growweak because of oppression.
I call out to you, O LORD, all day long;
I spread out my hands in prayer to you.
10Do you accomplish amazing things for the dead?
Do the departed spirits rise up and give you thanks? (Selah)
11 Is your loyal love proclaimed in the grave,
or your faithfulness in the place of the dead?
12Are your amazing deeds experienced in the dark region,
or your deliverance in the land of oblivion?
13As for me, I cry out to you, O LORD;
in themorningmy prayer confronts you.
14O LORD, why do you reject me,
and pay no attention to me?
15 I am oppressed and have been on the verge of death since my youth.
I have been subjected to your horrors and am numbwith pain.
16Your anger overwhelmsme;
your terrors destroyme.
17They surroundme like water all day long;
they join forces and encircle me.
18You causemy friends and neighbors to keep their distance;
those who knowme leaveme alone in the darkness.

89
Awell-written song by Ethan the Ezrachite.
1 I will sing continually about the LORD’s faithful deeds;
to future generations I will proclaim your faithfulness.
2For I say, “Loyal love is permanently established;
in the skies you set up your faithfulness.”
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3The LORD said, |strong="H3772"
“I havemade a covenant withmy chosen one;
I havemade a promise on oath to David, my servant:
4 ‘I will give you an eternal dynasty
and establish your throne throughout future generations.’ ” (Selah)
5O LORD, the heavens praise your amazing deeds,
as well as your faithfulness in the angelic assembly.
6For who in the skies can compare to the LORD?
Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings,
7a Godwho is honored in the great angelic assembly,
andmore awesome than all who surround him?
8O LORD, sovereign God!
Who is strong like you, O LORD|strong="H3050"?
Your faithfulness surrounds you.
9You rule over the proud sea.
When its waves surge, you calm them.
10You crushed the Proud One and killed it;
with your strong arm you scattered your enemies.
11The heavens belong to you, as does the earth.
Youmade the world and all it contains.
12You created the north and the south.
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your name.
13Your arm is powerful,
your hand strong,
your right hand victorious.
14Equity and justice are the foundation of your throne.
Loyal love and faithfulness characterize your rule.
15How blessed are the people whoworship you!
O LORD, they experience your favor.
16They rejoice in your name all day long,
and are vindicated by your justice.
17For you give them splendor and strength.
By your favor we are victorious.
18For our shield belongs to the LORD,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
19Then you spoke through a vision to your faithful followers and said:
“I have energized a warrior;
I have raised up a youngman from the people.
20 I have discovered David, my servant.
Withmy holy oil I have anointed him as king.
21My handwill support him,
andmy armwill strengthen him.
22No enemywill be able to exact tribute from him;
a violent oppressor will not be able to humiliate him.
23 I will crush his enemies before him;
I will strike down those who hate him.
24Hewill experiencemy faithfulness and loyal love,
and bymy name he will win victories.
25 I will place his hand over the sea,
his right hand over the rivers.
26Hewill call out to me,
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‘You aremy father, my God, and the protector who delivers me.’
27 I will appoint him to bemy firstborn son,
themost exalted of the earth’s kings.
28 I will always extendmy loyal love to him,
andmy covenant with him is secure.
29 I will give him an eternal dynasty,
andmake his throne as enduring as the skies above.
30 If his sons reject my law
and disobeymy regulations,
31 if they breakmy rules
and do not keepmy commandments,
32 I will punish their rebellion by beating themwith a club,
their sin by inflicting themwith bruises.
33But I will not removemy loyal love from him,
nor be unfaithful to my promise.
34 I will not breakmy covenant
or go back onwhat I promised.
35Once and for all I have vowed bymy own holiness,
I will never deceive David.
36His dynasty will last forever.
His throne will endure before me, like the sun,
37 it will remain stable, like themoon,
his throne will endure like the skies.” (Selah)
38But you have spurned and rejected him;
you are angry with your chosen king.
39You have repudiated your covenant with your servant;
you have thrown his crown to the ground.
40You have broken down all his walls;
you havemade his strongholds a heap of ruins.
41All who pass by have robbed him;
he has become an object of disdain to his neighbors.
42You have allowed his adversaries to be victorious,
and all his enemies to rejoice.
43You turn back his sword from the adversary,
and have not sustained him in battle.
44You have brought to an end his splendor,
and have knocked his throne to the ground.
45You have cut short his youth,
and have covered himwith shame. (Selah)
46How long, O LORD, will this last?
Will you remain hidden forever?
Will your anger continue to burn like fire?
47Take note of my brief lifespan!
Why do youmake all people somortal?
48Noman can live on without experiencing death,
or deliver his life from the power of Sheol. (Selah)
49Where are your earlier faithful deeds, O Lord,
the ones performed in accordance with your reliable oath to David?
50Take note, O Lord, of the way your servants are taunted,
and of how Imust bear somany insults from people!
51Your enemies, O LORD, hurl insults;
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they insult your chosen king as they dog his footsteps.
52
The LORD deserves praise forevermore!
We agree! We agree!

90
A prayer of Moses, the man of God.
1O Lord, you have been our protector through all generations!
2Even before themountains came into existence,
or you brought the world into being,
you were the eternal God.
3Youmakemankind return to the dust,
and say, “Return, O people!”
4Yes, in your eyes a thousand years
are like yesterday that quickly passes,
or like one of the divisions of the nighttime.
5You bring their lives to an end and they “fall asleep.”
In themorning they are like the grass that sprouts up;
6 in themorning it glistens and sprouts up;
at evening time it withers and dries up.
7Yes, we are consumed by your anger;
we are terrified by your wrath.
8You are aware of our sins;
you even know about our hidden sins.
9Yes, throughout all our days we experience your raging fury;
the years of our lives pass quickly, like a sigh.
10The days of our lives add up to seventy years,
or eighty, if one is especially strong.
But even one’s best years are marred by trouble and oppression.
Yes, they pass quickly and we fly away.
11Who can really fathom the intensity of your anger?
Your raging fury causes people to fear you.
12 So teach us to consider ourmortality,
so that wemight live wisely.
13Turn back toward us, O LORD!
How longmust this suffering last?
Have pity on your servants!
14 Satisfy us in themorning with your loyal love!
Then wewill shout for joy and be happy all our days!
15Make us happy in proportion to the days you have afflicted us,
in proportion to the years we have experienced trouble!
16May your servants see your work!
May their sons see yourmajesty!
17May our sovereign God extend his favor to us!
Make our endeavors successful!
Yes, make them successful!

91
1As for you, the one who lives in the shelter of the sovereign One,
and resides in the protective shadow of themighty king –
2 I say this about the LORD, my shelter andmy stronghold,
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myGod in whom I trust –
3he will certainly rescue you from the snare of the hunter
and from the destructive plague.
4Hewill shelter you with his wings;
you will find safety under his wings.
His faithfulness is like a shield or a protective wall.
5You need not fear the terrors of the night,
the arrow that flies by day,
6 the plague that comes in the darkness,
or the disease that comes at noon.
7Though a thousandmay fall beside you,
and amultitude on your right side,
it will not reach you.
8Certainly you will see it with your very own eyes –
you will see the wicked paid back.
9For you have taken refuge in the LORD,
my shelter, the sovereign One.
10No harmwill overtake you;
no illness will come near your home.
11For he will order his angels
to protect you in all you do.
12They will lift you up in their hands,
so you will not slip and fall on a stone.
13Youwill subdue a lion and a snake;
you will trample underfoot a young lion and a serpent.
14The LORD says, |strong="H3588"
“Because he is devoted to me, I will deliver him;
I will protect him because he is loyal to me.
15When he calls out to me, I will answer him.
I will be with himwhen he is in trouble;
I will rescue him and bring him honor.
16 I will satisfy himwith long life,
and will let him seemy salvation.

92
A psalm; a song for the Sabbath day.
1 It is fitting to thank the LORD,
and to sing praises to your name, O sovereign One!
2 It is fitting to proclaim your loyal love in themorning,
and your faithfulness during the night,
3 to the accompaniment of a ten-stringed instrument and a lyre,
to the accompaniment of themeditative tone of the harp.
4For you, O LORD, havemademe happy by your work.
I will sing for joy because of what you have done.
5How great are your works, O LORD!
Your plans are very intricate!
6The spiritually insensitive do not recognize this;
the fool does not understand this.
7When the wicked sprout up like grass,
and all the evildoers glisten,
it is so that theymay be annihilated.
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8But you, O LORD, reign forever!
9 Indeed, look at your enemies, O LORD!
Indeed, look at how your enemies perish!
All the evildoers are scattered!
10You exalt my horn like that of a wild ox.
I am covered with fresh oil.
11 I gloat in triumph over those who tried to ambushme;
I hear the defeated cries of the evil foes who attackedme.
12The godly grow like a palm tree;
they grow high like a cedar in Lebanon.
13Planted in the LORD’s house,
they grow in the courts of our God.
14They bear fruit even when they are old;
they are filled with vitality and havemany leaves.
15 So they proclaim that the LORD, my protector,
is just and never unfair.

93
1The LORD reigns!
He is robed inmajesty,
the LORD is robed,
he wears strength around his waist.
Indeed, the world is established, it cannot bemoved.
2Your throne has been secure from ancient times;
you have always been king.
3The waves roar, O LORD,
the waves roar,
the waves roar and crash.
4Above the sound of the surging water,
and themighty waves of the sea,
the LORD sits enthroned inmajesty.
5The rules you set down are completely reliable.
Holiness aptly adorns your house, O LORD, forever.

94
1O LORD, the God who avenges!
O Godwho avenges, reveal your splendor!
2Rise up, O judge of the earth!
Pay back the proud!
3O LORD, how long will the wicked,
how long will the wicked celebrate?
4They spew out threats and speak defiantly;
all the evildoers boast.
5O LORD, they crush your people;
they oppress the nation that belongs to you.
6They kill the widow and the one residing outside his native land,
and theymurder the fatherless.
7Then they say, “The LORD|strong="H3050" does not see this;
the God of Jacob does not take notice of it.”
8Take notice of this, you ignorant people!
You fools, whenwill you ever understand?
9Does the one whomakes the human ear not hear?
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Does the one who forms the human eye not see?
10Does the one who disciplines the nations not punish?
He is the one who imparts knowledge to human beings!
11The LORD knows that
peoples’ thoughts are morally bankrupt.
12How blessed is the one whom you instruct, O LORD|strong="H3050",
the one whom you teach from your law,
13 in order to protect him from times of trouble,
until the wicked are destroyed.
14Certainly the LORD does not forsake his people;
he does not abandon the nation that belongs to him.
15For justice will prevail,
and all the morally upright will be vindicated.
16Whowill rise up to defendme against the wicked?
Whowill stand up for me against the evildoers?
17 If the LORD had not helpedme,
I would have laid down in the silence of death.
18 If I say, “My foot is slipping,”
your loyal love, O LORD, supports me.
19Whenworries threaten to overwhelmme,
your soothing touchmakes me happy.
20Cruel rulers are not your allies,
those whomake oppressive laws.
21They conspire against the blameless,
and condemn to death the innocent.
22But the LORD will protect me,
andmy Godwill shelter me.
23Hewill pay them back for their sin.
He will destroy them because of their evil;
the LORD our Godwill destroy them.

95
1Come! Let’s sing for joy to the LORD!
Let’s shout out praises to our protector who delivers us!
2Let’s enter his presence with thanksgiving!
Let’s shout out to him in celebration!
3For the LORD is a great God,
a great king who is superior to all gods.
4The depths of the earth are in his hand,
and themountain peaks belong to him.
5The sea is his, for hemade it.
His hands formed the dry land.
6Come! Let’s bow down andworship!
Let’s kneel before the LORD, our creator!
7For he is our God;
we are the people of his pasture,
the sheep he owns.
Today, if only you would obey him!
8He says, “Do not be stubborn like they were at Meribah,
like they were that day at Massah in the wilderness,
9where your ancestors challengedmy authority,
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and triedmy patience, even though they had seenmywork.
10For forty years I was continually disgusted with that generation,
and I said, ‘These people desire to go astray;
they do not obeymy commands.’
11 So I made a vow inmy anger,
‘They will never enter into the resting place I had set aside for them.’ ”

96
1 Sing to the LORD a new song!
Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
2 Sing to the LORD! Praise his name!
Announce every day how he delivers!
3Tell the nations about his splendor!
Tell all the nations about his amazing deeds!
4For the LORD is great and certainly worthy of praise;
he is more awesome than all gods.
5For all the gods of the nations are worthless,
but the LORDmade the sky.
6Majestic splendor emanates from him;
his sanctuary is firmly established and beautiful.
7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the nations,
ascribe to the LORD splendor and strength!
8Ascribe to the LORD the splendor he deserves!
Bring an offering and enter his courts!
9Worship the LORD in holy attire!
Tremble before him, all the earth!
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!
The world is established, it cannot bemoved.
He judges the nations fairly.”
11Let the sky rejoice, and the earth be happy!
Let the sea and everything in it shout!
12Let the fields and everything in them celebrate!
Then let the trees of the forest shout with joy
13before the LORD, for he comes!
For he comes to judge the earth!
He judges the world fairly,
and the nations in accordance with his justice.

97
1The LORD reigns!
Let the earth be happy!
Let themany coastlands rejoice!
2Dark clouds surround him;
equity and justice are the foundation of his throne.
3Fire goes before him;
on every side it burns up his enemies.
4His lightning bolts light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
5Themountains melt like wax before the LORD,
before the Lord of the whole earth.
6The sky declares his justice,
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and all the nations see his splendor.
7All who worship idols are ashamed,
those who boast about worthless idols.
All the gods bow down before him.
8Zion hears and rejoices,
the towns of Judah are happy,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
9For you, O LORD, are the sovereign king over the whole earth;
you are elevated high above all gods.
10Youwho love the LORD, hate evil!
He protects the lives of his faithful followers;
he delivers them from the power of the wicked.
11The godly bask in the light;
the morally upright experience joy.
12You godly ones, rejoice in the LORD!
Give thanks to his holy name.

98
A psalm.
1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he performs amazing deeds!
His right hand and his mighty arm
accomplish deliverance.
2The LORD demonstrates his power to deliver;
in the sight of the nations he reveals his justice.
3He remains loyal and faithful to the family of Israel.
All the ends of the earth see our God deliver us.
4 Shout out praises to the LORD, all the earth!
Break out in a joyful shout and sing!
5 Sing to the LORD accompanied by a harp,
accompanied by a harp and the sound of music!
6With trumpets and the blaring of the ram’s horn,
shout out praises before the king, the LORD!
7Let the sea and everything in it shout,
along with the world and those who live in it!
8Let the rivers clap their hands!
Let themountains sing in unison
9before the LORD!
For he comes to judge the earth!
He judges the world fairly,
and the nations in a just manner.

99
1The LORD reigns!
The nations tremble.
He sits enthroned above the winged angels;
the earth shakes.
2The LORD is elevated in Zion;
he is exalted over all the nations.
3Let them praise your great and awesome name!
He is holy!
4The king is strong;
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he loves justice.
You ensure that legal decisions will be made fairly;
you promote justice and equity in Jacob.
5Praise the LORD our God!
Worship before his footstool!
He is holy!
6Moses and Aaron were among his priests;
Samuel was one of those who prayed to him.
They prayed to the LORD and he answered them.
7He spoke to them from a pillar of cloud;
they obeyed his regulations and the ordinance he gave them.
8O LORD|strong="H3069" our God, you answered them.
They found you to be a forgiving God,
but also one who punished their sinful deeds.
9Praise the LORD our God!
Worship on his holy hill,
for the LORD our God is holy!

100
A thanksgiving psalm.
1 Shout out praises to the LORD, all the earth!
2Worship the LORD with joy!
Enter his presence with joyful singing!
3Acknowledge that the LORD is God!
Hemade us and we belong to him;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give him thanks!
Praise his name!
5For the LORD is good.
His loyal love endures,
and he is faithful through all generations.

101
A psalm of David.
1 I will sing about loyalty and justice!
To you, O LORD, I will sing praises!
2 I will walk in the way of integrity.
Whenwill you come tome?
I will conduct my business with integrity in themidst of my palace.
3 I will not even consider doing what is dishonest.
I hate doing evil;
I will have no part of it.
4 I will have nothing to do with a perverse person;
I will not permit evil.
5 I will destroy anyone who slanders his neighbor in secret.
I will not tolerate anyone who has a cocky demeanor and an arrogant attitude.
6 I will favor the honest people of the land,
and allow them to live withme.
Those whowalk in the way of integrity will attendme.
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7Deceitful people will not live inmy palace.
Liars will not be welcome inmy presence.
8Eachmorning I will destroy all the wicked people in the land,
and remove all evildoers from the city of the LORD.

102
The prayer of an oppressedman, as he grows faint and pours out his lament before the
LORD.
1O LORD, hear my prayer!
Pay attention to my cry for help!
2Do not ignoreme inmy time of trouble!
Listen to me!
When I call out to you, quickly answerme!
3Formy days go up in smoke,
andmy bones are charred like a fireplace.
4My heart is parched andwithered like grass,
for I am unable to eat food.
5Because of the anxiety that makes me groan,
my bones protrude frommy skin.
6 I am like an owl in the wilderness;
I am like a screech owl among the ruins.
7 I stay awake;
I am like a solitary bird on a roof.
8All day longmy enemies taunt me;
those whomockme usemy name in their curses.
9For I eat ashes as if they were bread,
andmixmy drink withmy tears,
10because of your anger and raging fury.
Indeed, you pickme up and throwme away.
11My days are coming to an end,
and I amwithered like grass.
12But you, O LORD, rule forever,
and your reputation endures.
13Youwill rise up and have compassion on Zion.
For it is time to havemercy on her,
for the appointed time has come.
14 Indeed, your servants take delight in her stones,
and feel compassion for the dust of her ruins.
15The nations will respect the reputation of the LORD,
and all the kings of the earth will respect his splendor,
16when the LORD rebuilds Zion,
and reveals his splendor,
17when he responds to the prayer of the destitute,
and does not reject their request.
18The account of his intervention will be recorded for future generations;
people yet to be born will praise the LORD|strong="H3050".
19For he will look down from his sanctuary above;
from heaven the LORD will look toward earth,
20 in order to hear the painful cries of the prisoners,
and to set free those condemned to die,
21 so theymay proclaim the name of the LORD in Zion,
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and praise him in Jerusalem,
22when the nations gather together,
and the kingdoms pay tribute to the LORD.
23He has taken awaymy strength in themiddle of life;
he has cut short my days.
24 I say, “Omy God, please do not takeme away in themiddle of my life!
You endure through all generations.
25 In earlier times you established the earth;
the skies are your handiwork.
26They will perish,
but you will endure.
They will wear out like a garment;
like clothes you will remove them and they will disappear.
27But you remain;
your years do not come to an end.
28The children of your servants will settle down here,
and their descendants will live securely in your presence.”

103
By David.
1Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
With all that is withinme, praise his holy name!
2Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
Do not forget all his kind deeds!
3He is the one who forgives all your sins,
who heals all your diseases,
4who delivers your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with his loyal love and compassion,
5who satisfies your life with good things,
so your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6The LORD does what is fair,
and executes justice for all the oppressed.
7The LORD revealed|strong="H3045" his faithful acts to Moses,
his deeds to the Israelites.
8The LORD is compassionate andmerciful;
he is patient and demonstrates great loyal love.
9He does not always accuse,
and does not stay angry.
10He does not deal with us as our sins deserve;
he does not repay us as ourmisdeeds deserve.
11For as the skies are high above the earth,
so his loyal love towers over his faithful followers.
12As far as the eastern horizon is from the west,
so he removes the guilt of our rebellious actions from us.
13As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on his faithful followers.
14For he knows what we aremade of;
he realizes we aremade of clay.
15A person’s life is like grass.
Like a flower in the field it flourishes,
16but when the hot wind blows by, it disappears,
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and one can no longer even spot the place where it once grew.
17But the LORD continually shows loyal love to his faithful followers,
and is faithful to their descendants,
18 to those who keep his covenant,
who are careful to obey his commands.
19The LORD has established his throne in heaven;
his kingdom extends over everything.
20Praise the LORD, you angels of his,
you powerful warriors who carry out his decrees
and obey his orders!
21Praise the LORD, all you warriors of his,
you servants of his who carry out his desires!
22Praise the LORD, all that he has made,
in all the regions of his kingdom!
Praise the LORD, Omy soul!

104
1Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
O LORDmy God, you aremagnificent.
You are robed in splendor andmajesty.
2He covers himself with light as if it were a garment.
He stretches out the skies like a tent curtain,
3and lays the beams of the upper rooms of his palace on the rain clouds.
Hemakes the clouds his chariot,
and travels along on the wings of the wind.
4Hemakes the winds his messengers,
and the flaming fire his attendant.
5He established the earth on its foundations;
it will never be upended.
6The watery deep covered it like a garment;
the waters reached above themountains.
7Your shout made the waters retreat;
at the sound of your thunderous voice they hurried off –
8as themountains rose up,
and the valleys went down –
to the place you appointed for them.
9You set up a boundary for them that they could not cross,
so that they would not cover the earth again.
10He turns springs into streams;
they flow between themountains.
11They provide water for all the animals in the field;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12The birds of the sky live beside them;
they chirp among the bushes.
13Hewaters themountains from the upper rooms of his palace;
the earth is full of the fruit you cause to grow.
14He provides grass for the cattle,
and crops for people to cultivate,
so they can produce food from the ground,
15as well as wine that makes people feel so good,
and so they can have oil to make their faces shine,
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as well as food that sustains people’s lives.
16The trees of the LORD receive all the rain they need,
the cedars of Lebanonwhich he planted,
17where the birds make nests,
near the evergreens in which the herons live.
18The wild goats live in the highmountains;
the rock badgers find safety in the cliffs.
19Hemade themoon tomark themonths,
and the sun sets according to a regular schedule.
20Youmake it dark and night comes,
during which all the beasts of the forest prowl around.
21The lions roar for prey,
seeking their food from God.
22When the sun rises, they withdraw
and sleep in their dens.
23Men then go out to do their work,
and labor away until evening.
24Howmany living things you havemade, O LORD!
You have exhibited great skill in making all of them;
the earth is full of the living things you havemade.
25Over here is the deep, wide sea,
which teems with innumerable swimming creatures,
living things both small and large.
26The ships travel there,
and over here swims the whale youmade to play in it.
27All of your creatures wait for you
to provide themwith food on a regular basis.
28You give food to them and they receive it;
you open your hand and they are filled with food.
29When you ignore them, they panic.
When you take away their life’s breath, they die
and return to dust.
30When you send your life-giving breath, they are created,
and you replenish the surface of the ground.
31May the splendor of the LORD endure!
May the LORD find pleasure in the living things he has made!
32He looks down on the earth and it shakes;
he touches themountains and they start to smolder.
33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I exist!
34Maymy thoughts be pleasing to him!
I will rejoice in the LORD.
35May sinners disappear from the earth,
and the wicked vanish!
Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

105
1Give thanks to the LORD!
Call on his name!
Make known his accomplishments among the nations!
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2 Sing to him!
Makemusic to him!
Tell about all his miraculous deeds!
3Boast about his holy name!
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
4 Seek the LORD and the strength he gives!
Seek his presence continually!
5Recall the miraculous deeds he performed,
his mighty acts and the judgments he decreed,
6O children of Abraham, God’s servant,
you descendants of Jacob, God’s chosen ones!
7He is the LORD our God;
he carries out judgment throughout the earth.
8He always remembers his covenantal decree,
the promise hemade to a thousand generations –
9 the promise hemade to Abraham,
the promise hemade by oath to Isaac!
10He gave it to Jacob as a decree,
to Israel as a lasting promise,
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan
as the portion of your inheritance.”
12When they were few in number,
just a very few, and resident aliens within it,
13 they wandered from nation to nation,
and from one kingdom to another.
14He let no one oppress them;
he disciplined kings for their sake,
15 saying, “Don’t touchmy chosen ones!
Don’t harmmy prophets!”
16He called down a famine upon the earth;
he cut off all the food supply.
17He sent a man ahead of them –
Joseph was sold as a servant.
18The shackles hurt his feet;
his neck was placed in an iron collar,
19until the time when his prediction came true.
The LORD’s word proved him right.
20The king authorized his release;
the ruler of nations set him free.
21He put him in charge of his palace,
andmade himmanager of all his property,
22 giving him authority to imprison his officials
and to teach his advisers.
23 Israel moved to Egypt;
Jacob lived for a time in the land of Ham.
24The LORDmade his people|strong="H5971" very fruitful,
andmade themmore numerous than their enemies.
25He caused them to hate his people,
and to mistreat his servants.
26He sent his servant Moses,
and Aaron, whom he had chosen.
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27They executed his miraculous signs among them,
and his amazing deeds in the land of Ham.
28Hemade it dark;
they did not disobey his orders.
29He turned their water into blood,
and killed their fish.
30Their land was overrun by frogs,
which even got into the rooms of their kings.
31He ordered flies to come;
gnats invaded their whole territory.
32He sent hail along with the rain;
there was lightning in their land.
33He destroyed their vines and fig trees,
and broke the trees throughout their territory.
34He ordered locusts to come,
innumerable grasshoppers.
35They ate all the vegetation in their land,
and devoured the crops of their fields.
36He struck down all the firstborn in their land,
the firstfruits of their reproductive power.
37He brought his people out enriched with silver and gold;
none of his tribes stumbled.
38Egypt was happy when they left,
for they were afraid of them.
39He spread out a cloud for a cover,
and provided a fire to light up the night.
40They asked for food, and he sent quails;
he satisfied themwith food from the sky.
41He opened up a rock andwater flowed out;
a river ran through dry regions.
42Yes, he remembered the sacred promise
hemade to Abraham his servant.
43When he led his people out, they rejoiced;
his chosen ones shouted with joy.
44He handed the territory of nations over to them,
and they took possession of what other peoples had produced,
45 so that theymight keep his commands
and obey his laws.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

106
1Praise the LORD!|strong="H3034"
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
and his loyal love endures!
2Who can adequately recount the LORD’s mighty acts,
or relate all his praiseworthy deeds?
3How blessed are those who promote justice,
and do what is right all the time!
4Rememberme, O LORD, when you show favor to your people!
Pay attention to me, when you deliver,
5 so I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,
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rejoice along with your nation,
and boast along with the people who belong to you.
6We have sinned like our ancestors;
we have done wrong, we have done evil.
7Our ancestors in Egypt failed to appreciate yourmiraculous deeds,
they failed to remember yourmany acts of loyal love,
and they rebelled at the sea, by the Red Sea.
8Yet he delivered them for the sake of his reputation,
that hemight reveal his power.
9He shouted at the Red Sea and it dried up;
he led them through the deep water as if it were a desert.
10He delivered them from the power of the one who hated them,
and rescued them from the power of the enemy.
11The water covered their enemies;
not even one of them survived.
12They believed his promises;
they sang praises to him.
13They quickly forgot what he had done;
they did not wait for his instructions.
14 In the wilderness they had an insatiable craving for meat;
they challenged God in the desert.
15He granted their request,
then struck themwith a disease.
16 In the camp they resentedMoses,
and Aaron, the LORD’s holy priest.
17The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan;
it engulfed the group led by Abiram.
18Fire burned their group;
the flames scorched the wicked.
19Theymade an image of a calf at Horeb,
and worshiped ametal idol.
20They traded their majestic God
for the image of an ox that eats grass.
21They rejected the Godwho delivered them,
the one who performed great deeds in Egypt,
22amazing feats in the land of Ham,
mighty acts by the Red Sea.
23He threatened to destroy them,
but Moses, his chosen one, interceded with him
and turned back his destructive anger.
24They rejected the fruitful land;
they did not believe his promise.
25They grumbled in their tents;
they did not obey the LORD.
26 So hemade a solemn vow
that he wouldmake them die in the desert,
27make their descendants die among the nations,
and scatter them among foreign lands.
28They worshiped Baal of Peor,
and ate sacrifices offered to the dead.
29Theymade the LORD angry|strong="H3707" by their actions,
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and a plague broke out among them.
30Phinehas took a stand and intervened,
and the plague subsided.
31This brought him a reward,
an eternal gift.
32Theymade him angry by the waters of Meribah,
andMoses suffered because of them,
33 for they aroused his temper,
and he spoke rashly.
34They did not destroy the nations,
as the LORD|strong="H3069" had commanded them to do.
35Theymixed in with the nations
and learned their ways.
36They worshiped their idols,
which became a snare to them.
37They sacrificed their sons and daughters to demons.
38They shed innocent blood –
the blood of their sons and daughters,
whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan.
The land was polluted by bloodshed.
39They were defiled by their deeds,
and unfaithful in their actions.
40 So the LORD was angry with his people
and despised the people who belong to him.
41He handed them over to the nations,
and those who hated them ruled over them.
42Their enemies oppressed them;
they were subject to their authority.
43Many times he delivered them,
but they had a rebellious attitude,
and degraded themselves by their sin.
44Yet he took notice of their distress,
when he heard their cry for help.
45He remembered his covenant with them,
and relented because of his great loyal love.
46He caused all their conquerors
to have pity on them.
47Deliver us, O LORD, our God!
Gather us from among the nations!
Then wewill give thanks to your holy name,
and boast about your praiseworthy deeds.
48The LORD God of Israel deserves praise,
in the future and forevermore.
Let all the people say, “We agree! Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!”

107
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
and his loyal love endures!
2Let those delivered by the LORD speak out,
those whom he delivered from the power of the enemy,
3and gathered from foreign lands,
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from east and west,
from north and south.
4They wandered through the wilderness on a desert road;
they found no city in which to live.
5They were hungry and thirsty;
they fainted from exhaustion.
6They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
7He led them on a level road,
that theymight find a city in which to live.
8Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
9For he has satisfied those who thirst,
and those who hunger he has filled with food.
10They sat in utter darkness,
bound in painful iron chains,
11because they had rebelled against God’s commands,
and rejected the instructions of the sovereign king.
12 So he used suffering to humble them;
they stumbled and no one helped them up.
13They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
14He brought them out of the utter darkness,
and tore off their shackles.
15Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
16For he shattered the bronze gates,
and hacked through the iron bars.
17They acted like fools in their rebellious ways,
and suffered because of their sins.
18They lost their appetite for all food,
and they drew near the gates of death.
19They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
20He sent them an assuring word and healed them;
he rescued them from the pits where they were trapped.
21Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
22Let them present thank offerings,
and loudly proclaimwhat he has done!
23
Some traveled on the sea in ships,
and carried cargo over the vast waters.
24They witnessed the acts of the LORD,
his amazing feats on the deep water.
25He gave the order for a windstorm,
and it stirred up the waves of the sea.
26They reached up to the sky,
then dropped into the depths.
The sailors’ strength left them because the danger was so great.
27They swayed and staggered like a drunk,
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and all their skill proved ineffective.
28They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
29He calmed the storm,
and the waves grew silent.
30The sailors rejoiced because the waves grew quiet,
and he led them to the harbor they desired.
31Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
32Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people!
Let them praise him in the place where the leaders preside!
33He turned streams into a desert,
springs of water into arid land,
34and a fruitful land into a barren place,
because of the sin of its inhabitants.
35As for his people, he turned a desert into a pool of water,
and a dry land into springs of water.
36He allowed the hungry to settle there,
and they established a city in which to live.
37They cultivated fields,
and planted vineyards,
which yielded a harvest of fruit.
38He blessed them so that they became very numerous.
He would not allow their cattle to decrease in number.
39As for their enemies, they decreased in number andwere beaten down,
because of painful distress and suffering.
40Hewould pour contempt upon princes,
and hemade themwander in a wasteland with no road.
41Yet he protected the needy from oppression,
and cared for his families like a flock of sheep.
42When the godly see this, they rejoice,
and every sinner shuts his mouth.
43Whoever is wise, let him take note of these things!
Let them consider the LORD’s acts of loyal love!

108
A song, a psalm of David.
1 I am determined, O God!
I will sing and praise you withmywhole heart.
2Awake, O stringed instrument and harp!
I will wake up at dawn!
3 I will give you thanks before the nations, O LORD!
I will sing praises to you before foreigners!
4For your loyal love extends beyond the sky,
and your faithfulness reaches the clouds.
5Rise up above the sky, O God!
May your splendor cover the whole earth!
6Deliver by your power and answerme,
so that the ones you lovemay be safe.
7God has spoken in his sanctuary:
“I will triumph! I will parcel out Shechem,
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the valley of Succoth I will measure off.
8Gilead belongs to me,
as does Manasseh!
Ephraim is my helmet,
Judahmy royal scepter.
9Moab is mywash basin.
I will make Edom serveme.
I will shout in triumph over Philistia.”
10Whowill leadme into the fortified city?
Whowill bringme to Edom?
11Have you not rejected us, O God?
O God, you do not go into battle with our armies.
12Give us help against the enemy,
for any helpmenmight offer is futile.
13By God’s power wewill conquer;
he will trample down our enemies.

109
For themusic director, a psalm of David.
1O Godwhom I praise, do not ignoreme!
2For they say cruel and deceptive things to me;
they lie to me.
3They surroundme and say hateful things;
they attackme for no reason.
4They repaymy love with accusations,
but I continue to pray.
5They repayme evil for good,
and hate for love.
6
Appoint an evil man to testify against him!
May an accuser stand at his right side!
7When he is judged, he will be found guilty!
Then his prayer will be regarded as sinful.
8May his days be few!
May another take his job!
9May his children be fatherless,
and his wife a widow!
10May his children roam around begging,
asking for handouts as they leave their ruined home!
11May the creditor seize all he owns!
May strangers loot his property!
12May no one show him kindness!
May no one have compassion on his fatherless children!
13May his descendants be cut off!
May thememory of them be wiped out by the time the next generation arrives!
14May his ancestors’ sins be remembered by the LORD!
May his mother’s sin not be forgotten!
15May the LORD be constantly aware of them,
and cut off thememory of his children from the earth!
16For he never bothered to show kindness;
he harassed the oppressed and needy,
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and killed the disheartened.
17He loved to curse others, so those curses have come upon him.
He had no desire to bless anyone, so he has experienced no blessings.
18Hemade cursing a way of life,
so curses poured into his stomach like water
and seeped into his bones like oil.
19May a curse attach itself to him, like a garment one puts on,
or a belt one wears continually!
20May the LORD repaymy accusers in this way,
those who say evil things about me!
21O sovereign LORD,
intervene onmy behalf for the sake of your reputation!
Because your loyal love is good, deliver me!
22For I am oppressed and needy,
andmy heart beats violently withinme.
23 I am fading away like a shadow at the end of the day;
I am shaken off like a locust.
24 I am so starvedmy knees shake;
I have turned into skin and bones.
25 I am disdained by them.
When they seeme, they shake their heads.
26Helpme, O LORDmy God!
Because you are faithful to me, deliver me!
27Then they will realize this is your work,
and that you, LORD, have accomplished it.
28They curse, but you will bless.
When they attack, they will be humiliated,
but your servant will rejoice.
29My accusers will be covered with shame,
and draped in humiliation as if it were a robe.
30 I will thank the LORD profusely,
in themiddle of a crowd I will praise him,
31because he stands at the right hand of the needy,
to deliver him from those who threaten his life.

110
A psalm of David.
1Here is the LORD’s proclamation to my lord:
“Sit down at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool!”
2The LORD extends your dominion from Zion.
Rule in themidst of your enemies!
3Your people willingly follow youwhen you go into battle.
On the holy hills at sunrise the dew of your youth belongs to you.
4The LORDmakes this promise on oath andwill not revoke it:
“You are an eternal priest after the pattern of Melchizedek.”
5O sovereign LORD, at your right hand
he strikes down kings in the day he unleashes his anger.
6He executes judgment against the nations;
he fills the valleys with corpses;
he shatters their heads over the vast battlefield.
7From the stream along the road he drinks;
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then he lifts up his head.

111
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
I will give thanks to the LORD withmywhole heart,
in the assembly of the godly and the congregation.
2The LORD’s deeds are great,
eagerly awaited by all who desire them.
3His work is majestic and glorious,
and his faithfulness endures forever.
4He does amazing things that will be remembered;
the LORD is merciful and compassionate.
5He gives food to his faithful followers;
he always remembers his covenant.
6He announced that he would domighty deeds for his people,
giving them a land that belonged to other nations.
7His acts are characterized by faithfulness and justice;
all his precepts are reliable.
8They are forever firm,
and should be faithfully and properly carried out.
9He delivered his people;
he ordained that his covenant be observed forever.
His name is holy and awesome.
10To obey the LORD is the fundamental principle for wise living;
all who carry out his precepts acquire goodmoral insight.
He will receive praise forever.

112
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
How blessed is the one who obeys the LORD,
who takes great delight in keeping his commands.
2His descendants will be powerful on the earth;
the godly will be blessed.
3His house contains wealth and riches;
his integrity endures.
4 In the darkness a light shines for the godly,
for each one who is merciful, compassionate, and just.
5 It goes well for the one who generously lends money,
and conducts his business honestly.
6For he will never be upended;
others will always remember one who is just.
7He does not fear bad news.
He is confident; he trusts in the LORD.
8His resolve is firm; he will not succumb to fear
before he looks in triumph on his enemies.
9He generously gives to the needy;
his integrity endures.
He will be vindicated and honored.
10When the wicked see this, they will worry;
they will grind their teeth in frustration andmelt away;
the desire of the wicked will perish.
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113
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise, you servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!
2May the LORD’s name be praised
now and forevermore!
3From east to west
the LORD’s name is deserving of praise.
4The LORD is exalted over all the nations;
his splendor reaches beyond the sky.
5Who can compare to the LORD our God,
who sits on a high throne?
6He bends down to look
at the sky and the earth.
7He raises the poor from the dirt,
and lifts up the needy from the garbage pile,
8 that hemight seat himwith princes,
with the princes of his people.
9Hemakes the barren woman of the family
a happymother of children.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

114
1When Israel left Egypt,
when the family of Jacob left a foreign nation behind,
2 Judah became his sanctuary,
Israel his kingdom.
3The sea looked and fled;
the Jordan River turned back.
4Themountains skipped like rams,
the hills like lambs.
5Why do you flee, O sea?
Why do you turn back, O Jordan River?
6Why do you skip like rams, Omountains,
like lambs, O hills?
7Tremble, O earth, before the Lord –
before the God of Jacob,
8who turned a rock into a pool of water,
a hard rock into springs of water!

115
1Not to us, O LORD, not to us!
But to your name bring honor,
for the sake of your loyal love and faithfulness.
2Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God?”
3Our God is in heaven!
He does whatever he pleases!
4Their idols are made of silver and gold –
they are man-made.
5They havemouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but cannot see,
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6 ears, but cannot hear,
noses, but cannot smell,
7hands, but cannot touch,
feet, but cannot walk.
They cannot even clear their throats.
8Those whomake themwill end up like them,
as will everyone who trusts in them.
9O Israel, trust in the LORD!
He is their deliverer and protector.
10O family of Aaron, trust in the LORD!
He is their deliverer and protector.
11You loyal followers of the LORD, trust in the LORD!
He is their deliverer and protector.
12The LORD takes notice of us, he will bless –
he will bless the family of Israel,
he will bless the family of Aaron.
13Hewill bless his loyal followers,
both young and old.
14May he increase your numbers,
yours and your children’s!
15May you be blessed by the LORD,
the creator of heaven and earth!
16The heavens belong to the LORD,
but the earth he has given to mankind.
17The dead do not praise the LORD|strong="H3050",
nor do any of those who descend into the silence of death.
18But wewill praise the LORD|strong="H3050"
now and forevermore.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

116
1 I love the LORD
because he heardmy plea for mercy,
2and listened to me.
As long as I live, I will call to himwhen I need help.
3The ropes of death tightened aroundme,
the snares of Sheol confrontedme.
I was confronted with trouble and sorrow.
4 I called on the name of the LORD,
“Please LORD, rescuemy life!”
5The LORD is merciful and fair;
our God is compassionate.
6The LORD protects the untrained;
I was in serious trouble and he deliveredme.
7Rest oncemore, my soul,
for the LORD has vindicated you.
8Yes, LORD, you rescuedmy life from death,
and kept my feet from stumbling.
9 I will serve the LORD
in the land of the living.
10 I had faith when I said,
“I am severely oppressed.”
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11 I rashly declared,
“All men are liars.”
12How can I repay the LORD
for all his acts of kindness to me?
13 I will celebrate my deliverance,
and call on the name of the LORD.
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
before all his people.
15The LORD values
the lives of his faithful followers.
16Yes, LORD! I am indeed your servant;
I am your lowest slave.
You savedme from death.
17 I will present a thank offering to you,
and call on the name of the LORD.
18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
before all his people,
19 in the courts of the LORD’s temple,
in yourmidst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

117
1Praise the LORD, all you nations!
Applaud him, all you foreigners!
2For his loyal love towers over us,
and the LORD’s faithfulness endures.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

118
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good
and his loyal love endures!
2Let Israel say,
“Yes, his loyal love endures!”
3Let the family of Aaron say,
“Yes, his loyal love endures!”
4Let the loyal followers of the LORD say,
“Yes, his loyal love endures!”
5 In my distress I cried out to the LORD|strong="H3050".
The LORD|strong="H3050" answeredme and put me in a wide open place.
6The LORD is onmy side, I am not afraid!
What can people do to me?
7The LORD is onmy side as my helper.
I look in triumph on those who hate me.
8 It is better to take shelter in the LORD
than to trust in people.
9 It is better to take shelter in the LORD
than to trust in princes.
10All the nations surroundedme.
Indeed, in the name of the LORD I pushed them away.
11They surroundedme, yes, they surroundedme.
Indeed, in the name of the LORD I pushed them away.
12They surroundedme like bees.
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But they disappeared as quickly as a fire among thorns.
Indeed, in the name of the LORD I pushed them away.
13 “You aggressively attackedme and tried to knockme down,
but the LORD helpedme.
14The LORD|strong="H3050" gives me strength and protects me;
he has becomemy deliverer.”
15They celebrate deliverance in the tents of the godly.
The LORD’s right hand conquers,
16 the LORD’s right hand gives victory,
the LORD’s right hand conquers.
17 I will not die, but live,
and I will proclaimwhat the LORD|strong="H3050" has done.
18The LORD|strong="H3050" severely punishedme,
but he did not handme over to death.
19Open for me the gates of the just king’s temple!
I will enter through them and give thanks to the LORD|strong="H3050".
20This is the LORD’s gate –
the godly enter through it.
21 I will give you thanks, for you answeredme,
and have becomemy deliverer.
22The stone which the builders discarded
has become the cornerstone.
23This is the LORD’s work.
We consider it amazing!
24This is the day the LORD has brought about.
Wewill be happy and rejoice in it.
25Please LORD, deliver!
Please LORD, grant us success!
26May the one who comes in the name of the LORD be blessed!
Wewill pronounce blessings on you in the LORD’s temple.
27The LORD is God and he has delivered us.
Tie the offering with ropes
to the horns of the altar!
28You aremy God and I will give you thanks!
You aremy God and I will praise you!
29Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good
and his loyal love endures!

119
א (Alef)

1How blessed are those whose actions are blameless,
who obey the law of the LORD.
2How blessed are those who observe his rules,
and seek himwith all their heart,
3who, moreover, do no wrong,
but follow in his footsteps.
4You demand that your precepts
be carefully kept.
5 If only I were predisposed
to keep your statutes!
6Then I would not be ashamed,
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if I were focused on all your commands.
7 I will give you sincere thanks,
when I learn your just regulations.
8 I will keep your statutes.
Do not completely abandonme!

ב (Bet)
9How can a young personmaintain a pure life?
By guarding it according to your instructions!
10With all my heart I seek you.
Do not allowme to stray from your commands!
11 In my heart I store up your words,
so I might not sin against you.
12You deserve praise, O LORD!
Teachme your statutes!
13Withmy lips I proclaim
all the regulations you have revealed.
14 I rejoice in the lifestyle prescribed by your rules
as if they were riches of all kinds.
15 I will meditate on your precepts
and focus on your behavior.
16 I find delight in your statutes;
I do not forget your instructions.

ג (Gimel)
17Be kind to your servant!
Then I will live and keep your instructions.
18Openmy eyes so I can truly see
themarvelous things in your law!
19 I am like a foreigner in this land.
Do not hide your commands fromme!
20 I desperately long to know
your regulations at all times.
21You reprimand arrogant people.
Those who stray from your commands are doomed.
22 Spareme shame and humiliation,
for I observe your rules.
23Though rulers plot and slander me,
your servant meditates on your statutes.
24Yes, I find delight in your rules;
they give me guidance.

ד (Dalet)
25 I collapse in the dirt.
Revive mewith your word!
26 I told you about myways and you answeredme.
Teachme your statutes!
27Helpme to understand what your precepts mean!
Then I canmeditate on yourmarvelous teachings.
28 I collapse from grief.
Sustainme by your word!
29Removeme from the path of deceit!
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Graciously give me your law!
30 I choose the path of faithfulness;
I am committed to your regulations.
31 I hold fast to your rules.
O LORD|strong="H3069", do not let me be ashamed!
32 I run along the path of your commands,
for you enable me to do so.

ה (He)
33Teachme, O LORD, the lifestyle prescribed by your statutes,
so that I might observe it continually.
34Giveme understanding so that I might observe your law,
and keep it with all my heart.
35Guideme in the path of your commands,
for I delight to walk in it.
36Giveme a desire for your rules,
rather than for wealth gained unjustly.
37Turnmy eyes away fromwhat is worthless!
Revive mewith your word!
38Confirm to your servant your promise,
which youmade to the one who honors you.
39Take away the insults that I dread!
Indeed, your regulations are good.
40Look, I long for your precepts.
Revive mewith your deliverance!

ו (Vav)
41May I experience your loyal love, O LORD,
and your deliverance, as you promised.
42Then I will have a reply for the one who insults me,
for I trust in your word.
43Do not completely deprive me of a truthful testimony,
for I await your justice.
44Then I will keep your law continually
now and for all time.
45 I will be secure,
for I seek your precepts.
46 I will speak about your regulations before kings
and not be ashamed.
47 I will find delight in your commands,
which I love.
48 I will lift my hands to your commands,
which I love,
and I will meditate on your statutes.

ז (Zayin)
49Remember your word to your servant,
for you have givenme hope.
50This is what comforts me inmy trouble,
for your promise revives me.
51Arrogant people do nothing but scoff at me.
Yet I do not turn aside from your law.
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52 I remember your ancient regulations,
O LORD|strong="H3069", and console myself.
53Rage takes hold of me because of the wicked,
those who reject your law.
54Your statutes have beenmy songs
in the house where I live.
55 I remember your name during the night, O LORD|strong="H3069",
and I will keep your law.
56This has beenmy practice,
for I observe your precepts.

ח (Khet)
57The LORD is my source of security.
I have determined to follow your instructions.
58 I seek your favor with all my heart.
Havemercy onme as you promised!
59 I consider my actions
and follow your rules.
60 I keep your commands
eagerly and without delay.
61The ropes of the wicked tighten aroundme,
but I do not forget your law.
62 In themiddle of the night I arise to thank you
for your just regulations.
63 I am a friend to all your loyal followers,
and to those who keep your precepts.
64O LORD|strong="H3069", your loyal love fills the earth.
Teachme your statutes!

ט (Tet)
65You are good to your servant,
O LORD, just as you promised.
66Teachme proper discernment and understanding!
For I consider your commands to be reliable.
67Before I was afflicted I used to stray off,
but now I keep your instructions.
68You are good and you do good.
Teachme your statutes!
69Arrogant people smearmy reputation with lies,
but I observe your precepts with all my heart.
70Their hearts are calloused,
but I find delight in your law.
71 It was good for me to suffer,
so that I might learn your statutes.
72The law you have revealed is more important to me
than thousands of pieces of gold and silver.

י (Yod)
73Your handsmademe and formedme.
Giveme understanding so that I might learn your commands.
74Your loyal followers will be glad when they seeme,
for I find hope in your word.
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75 I know, LORD, that your regulations are just.
You disciplinedme because of your faithful devotion to me.
76May your loyal love console me,
as you promised your servant.
77May I experience your compassion, so I might live!
For I find delight in your law.
78May the arrogant be humiliated, for they have slanderedme!
But I meditate on your precepts.
79May your loyal followers turn to me,
those who know your rules.
80May I be fully committed to your statutes,
so that I might not be ashamed.

כ (Kaf)
81 I desperately long for your deliverance.
I find hope in your word.
82My eyes grow tired as I wait for your promise to be fulfilled.
I say, “Whenwill you comfort me?”
83For I am like a wineskin dried up in smoke.
I do not forget your statutes.
84How longmust your servant endure this?
Whenwill you judge those who pursueme?
85The arrogant dig pits to trapme,
which violates your law.
86All your commands are reliable.
I am pursued without reason. Helpme!
87They have almost destroyedme here on the earth,
but I do not reject your precepts.
88Revivemewith your loyal love,
that I might keep the rules you have revealed.

ל (Lamed)
89O LORD, your instructions endure;
they stand secure in heaven.
90You demonstrate your faithfulness to all generations.
You established the earth and it stood firm.
91Today they stand firm by your decrees,
for all things are your servants.
92 If I had not found encouragement in your law,
I would have died inmy sorrow.
93 I will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have revivedme.
94 I belong to you. Deliver me!
For I seek your precepts.
95The wicked prepare to kill me,
yet I concentrate on your rules.
96 I realize that everything has its limits,
but your commands are beyond full comprehension.

מ (Mem)
97O how I love your law!
All day long I meditate on it.
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98Your commandments makemewiser thanmy enemies,
for I am always aware of them.
99 I havemore insight than all my teachers,
for I meditate on your rules.
100 I ammore discerning than those older than I,
for I observe your precepts.
101 I stay away from the evil path,
so that I might keep your instructions.
102 I do not turn aside from your regulations,
for you teachme.
103Your words are sweeter
inmymouth than honey!
104Your precepts give me discernment.
Therefore I hate all deceitful actions.

נ (Nun)
105Your word is a lamp to walk by,
and a light to illuminemy path.
106 I have vowed and solemnly sworn
to keep your just regulations.
107 I am suffering terribly.
O LORD|strong="H3069", revive mewith your word!
108O LORD|strong="H3069", please accept the freewill offerings of my praise!
Teachme your regulations!
109My life is in continual danger,
but I do not forget your law.
110The wicked lay a trap for me,
but I do not wander from your precepts.
111 I claim your rules as my permanent possession,
for they give me joy.
112 I am determined to obey your statutes
at all times, to the very end.

ס (Samek)
113 I hate people with divided loyalties,
but I love your law.
114You aremy hiding place andmy shield.
I find hope in your word.
115Turn away fromme, you evil men,
so that I can observe the commands of my God.
116 Sustainme as you promised, so that I will live.
Do not disappoint me!
117 Support me, so that I will be delivered.
Then I will focus on your statutes continually.
118You despise all who stray from your statutes,
for they are deceptive and unreliable.
119You remove all the wicked of the earth like slag.
Therefore I love your rules.
120My body trembles because I fear you;
I am afraid of your judgments.

ע (Ayin)
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121 I do what is fair and right.
Do not abandonme tomy oppressors!
122Guarantee the welfare of your servant!
Do not let the arrogant oppress me!
123My eyes grow tired as I wait for your deliverance,
for your reliable promise to be fulfilled.
124 Show your servant your loyal love!
Teachme your statutes!
125 I am your servant. Give me insight,
so that I can understand your rules.
126 It is time for the LORD|strong="H3069" to act –
they break your law!
127For this reason I love your commands
more than gold, even purest gold.
128For this reason I carefully follow all your precepts.
I hate all deceitful actions.

פ (Pe)
129Your rules are marvelous.
Therefore I observe them.
130Your instructions are a doorway through which light shines.
They give insight to the untrained.
131 I openmymouth and pant,
because I long for your commands.
132Turn towardme and extendmercy to me,
as you typically do to your loyal followers.
133Direct my steps by your word!
Do not let any sin dominate me!
134Deliver me from oppressive men,
so that I can keep your precepts.
135 Smile on your servant!
Teachme your statutes!
136Tears stream down frommy eyes,
because people do not keep your law.

צ (Tsade)
137You are just, O LORD,
and your judgments are fair.
138The rules you impose are just,
and absolutely reliable.
139My zeal consumesme,
for my enemies forget your instructions.
140Your word is absolutely pure,
and your servant loves it!
141 I am insignificant and despised,
yet I do not forget your precepts.
142Your justice endures,
and your law is reliable.
143Distress and hardship confront me,
yet I find delight in your commands.
144Your rules remain just.
Give me insight so that I can live.
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ק (Qof)
145 I cried out with all my heart, “Answerme, O LORD!
I will observe your statutes.”
146 I cried out to you, “Deliver me,
so that I can keep your rules.”
147 I am up before dawn crying for help.
I find hope in your word.
148My eyes anticipate the nighttime hours,
so that I canmeditate on your word.
149Listen to me because of your loyal love!
O LORD|strong="H3069", revive me, as you typically do!
150Those who are eager to do wrong draw near;
they are far from your law.
151You are near, O LORD|strong="H3069",
and all your commands are reliable.
152 I learned long ago that
you ordained your rules to last.

ר (Resh)
153 Seemy pain and rescueme!
For I do not forget your law.
154Fight for me and defendme!
Revivemewith your word!
155The wicked have no chance for deliverance,
for they do not seek your statutes.
156Your compassion is great, O LORD|strong="H3069".
Revive me, as you typically do!
157The enemies who chaseme are numerous.
Yet I do not turn aside from your rules.
158 I take note of the treacherous and despise them,
because they do not keep your instructions.
159 See how I love your precepts!
O LORD|strong="H3069", revive mewith your loyal love!
160Your instructions are totally reliable;
all your just regulations endure.

/שׂ͏
�
� (Sin/Shin)

161Rulers pursueme for no reason,
yet I ammore afraid of disobeying your instructions.
162 I rejoice in your instructions,
like one who findsmuch plunder.
163 I hate and despise deceit;
I love your law.
164 Seven times a day I praise you
because of your just regulations.
165Those who love your law are completely secure;
nothing causes them to stumble.
166 I hope for your deliverance, O LORD|strong="H3069",
and I obey your commands.
167 I keep your rules;
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I love them greatly.
168 I keep your precepts and rules,
for you are aware of everything I do.

ת (Tav)
169Listen to my cry for help, O LORD!
Giveme insight by your word!
170Listen to my appeal for mercy!
Deliver me, as you promised.
171May praise flow freely frommy lips,
for you teachme your statutes.
172Maymy tongue sing about your instructions,
for all your commands are just.
173May your hand helpme,
for I choose to obey your precepts.
174 I long for your deliverance, O LORD|strong="H3069";
I find delight in your law.
175May I live and praise you!
May your regulations help me!
176 I have wandered off like a lost sheep.
Come looking for your servant,
for I do not forget your commands.

120
A song of ascents.
1 In my distress I cried out
to the LORD and he answeredme.
2 I said, “O LORD, rescueme
from those who lie with their lips
and those who deceive with their tongue.
3Howwill he severely punish you,
you deceptive talker?
4Here’s how! With the sharp arrows of warriors,
with arrowheads forged over the hot coals.
5Howmiserable I am!
For I have lived temporarily in Meshech;
I have resided among the tents of Kedar.
6For too long I have had to reside
with those who hate peace.
7 I am committed to peace,
but when I speak, they want to make war.

121
A song of ascents.
1 I look up toward the hills.
Fromwhere does my help come?
2My help comes from the LORD,
the Creator of heaven and earth!
3May he not allow your foot to slip!
May your protector not sleep!
4Look! Israel’s protector
does not sleep or slumber!
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5The LORD is your protector;
the LORD is the shade at your right hand.
6The sunwill not harm you by day,
or themoon by night.
7The LORD will protect you from all harm;
he will protect your life.
8The LORD will protect you in all you do,
now and forevermore.

122
A song of ascents, by David.
1 I was glad because they said to me,
“Wewill go to the LORD’s temple.”
2Our feet are standing
inside your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is a city designed
to accommodate an assembly.
4The tribes go up there,
the tribes of the LORD|strong="H3050",
where it is required that Israel
give thanks to the name of the LORD.
5 Indeed, the leaders sit there on thrones andmake legal decisions,
on the thrones of the house of David.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love her prosper!
7May there be peace inside your defenses,
and prosperity inside your fortresses!
8For the sake of my brothers andmy neighbors
I will say, “May there be peace in you!”
9For the sake of the temple of the LORD our God
I will pray for you to prosper.

123
A song of ascents.
1 I look up toward you,
the one enthroned in heaven.
2Look, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,
as the eyes of a female servant look to the hand of her mistress,
so my eyes will look to the LORD, our God, until he shows us favor.
3 Show us favor, O LORD, show us favor!
For we have had our fill of humiliation, and then some.
4We have had our fill
of the taunts of the self-assured,
of the contempt of the proud.

124
A song of ascents, by David.
1 “If the LORD had not been on our side” –
let Israel say this! –
2 if the LORD had not been on our side,
whenmen attacked us,
3 they would have swallowed us alive,
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when their anger raged against us.
4The water would have overpowered us;
the current would have overwhelmed us.
5The raging water
would have overwhelmed us.
6The LORD deserves praise,
for he did not hand us over as prey to their teeth.
7We escaped with our lives, like a bird from a hunter’s snare.
The snare broke, and we escaped.
8Our deliverer is the LORD,
the Creator of heaven and earth.

125
A song of ascents.
1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion;
it cannot be upended andwill endure forever.
2As themountains surround Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds his people,
now and forevermore.
3 Indeed, the scepter of a wicked king will not settle
upon the allotted land of the godly.
Otherwise the godly might
do what is wrong.
4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good,
to themorally upright!
5As for those who are bent on traveling a sinful path,
may the LORD remove them, along with those who behave wickedly!
May Israel experience peace!

126
A song of ascents.
1When the LORD restored the well-being of Zion,
we thought we were dreaming.
2At that time we laughed loudly
and shouted for joy.
At that time the nations said,
“The LORD has accomplished great things for these people.”
3The LORD did indeed accomplish great things for us.
Wewere happy.
4O LORD, restore our well-being,
just as the streams in the arid south are replenished.
5Those who shed tears as they plant
will shout for joy when they reap the harvest.
6The one whoweeps as he walks along, carrying his bag of seed,
will certainly come in with a shout of joy, carrying his sheaves of grain.

127
A song of ascents, by Solomon.
1 If the LORD does not build a house,
then those who build it work in vain.
If the LORD does not guard a city,
then the watchman stands guard in vain.
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2 It is vain for you to rise early, come home late,
and work so hard for your food.
Yes, he can provide for those whom he loves even when they sleep.
3Yes, sons are a gift from the LORD,
the fruit of the womb is a reward.
4 Sons born during one’s youth
are like arrows in a warrior’s hand.
5How blessed is themanwho fills his quiver with them!
They will not be put to shamewhen they confront enemies at the city gate.

128
A song of ascents.
1How blessed is every one of the LORD’s|strong="H3069" loyal followers,
each one who keeps his commands!
2Youwill eat what you worked so hard to grow.
You will be blessed and secure.
3Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
in the inner rooms of your house;
your children will be like olive branches,
as they sit all around your table.
4Yes indeed, the manwho fears the LORD
will be blessed in this way.
5May the LORD bless you from Zion,
that youmight see Jerusalem prosper
all the days of your life,
6and that youmight see your grandchildren.
May Israel experience peace!

129
A song of ascents.
1 “Sincemy youth they have often attackedme,”
let Israel say.
2 “Sincemy youth they have often attackedme,
but they have not defeatedme.
3The plowers plowedmy back;
theymade their furrows long.
4The LORD is just;
he cut the ropes of the wicked.”
5May all who hate Zion
be humiliated and turned back!
6May they be like the grass on the rooftops
which withers before one can even pull it up,
7which cannot fill the reaper’s hand,
or the lap of the one who gathers the grain!
8Those who pass by will not say,
“May you experience the LORD’s blessing!
We pronounce a blessing on you in the name of the LORD.”

130
A song of ascents.
1From the deep water I cry out to you, O LORD.
2O Lord, listen to me!
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Pay attention to my plea for mercy!
3 If you, O LORD|strong="H3050", were to keep track of sins,
O Lord, who could stand before you?
4But you are willing to forgive,
so that youmight be honored.
5 I rely on the LORD,
I rely on himwithmywhole being;
I wait for his assuring word.
6 I yearn for the Lord,
more than watchmen do for themorning,
yes, more than watchmen do for themorning.
7O Israel, hope in the LORD,
for the LORD exhibits loyal love,
and is more than willing to deliver.
8Hewill deliver Israel
from all the consequences of their sins.

131
A song of ascents, by David.
1O LORD, my heart is not proud,
nor do I have a haughty look.
I do not have great aspirations,
or concernmyself with things that are beyondme.
2 Indeed I am composed and quiet,
like a young child carried by its mother;
I am content like the young child I carry.
3O Israel, hope in the LORD
now and forevermore!

132
A song of ascents.
1O LORD, for David’s sake remember
all his strenuous effort,
2and how hemade a vow to the LORD,
and swore an oath to the powerful ruler of Jacob.
3He said, “I will not enter my own home,
or get into my bed.
4 I will not allowmy eyes to sleep,
or my eyelids to slumber,
5until I find a place for the LORD,
a fine dwelling place for the powerful ruler of Jacob.”
6Look, we heard about it in Ephrathah,
we found it in the territory of Jaar.
7Let us go to his dwelling place!
Let us worship before his footstool!
8Ascend, O LORD, to your resting place,
you and the ark of your strength!
9May your priests be clothed with integrity!
May your loyal followers shout for joy!
10For the sake of David, your servant,
do not reject your chosen king!
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11The LORDmade a reliable promise to David;
he will not go back on his word.
He said, “I will place one of your descendants on your throne.
12 If your sons keepmy covenant
and the rules I teach them,
their sons will also sit on your throne forever.”
13Certainly the LORD has chosen Zion;
he decided to make it his home.
14He said, “This will be my resting place forever;
I will live here, for I have chosen it.
15 I will abundantly supply what she needs;
I will give her poor all the food they need.
16 I will protect her priests,
and her godly people will shout exuberantly.
17There I will make David strong;
I have determined that my chosen king’s dynasty will continue.
18 I will humiliate his enemies,
and his crownwill shine.

133
A song of ascents, by David.
1Look! How good and how pleasant it is
when brothers live together!
2 It is like fine oil poured on the head
which flows down the beard –
Aaron’s beard,
and then flows down his garments.
3 It is like the dew of Hermon,
which flows down upon the hills of Zion.
Indeed that is where the LORD has decreed
a blessing will be available – eternal life.

134
A song of ascents.
1Attention! Praise the LORD,
all you servants of the LORD,
who serve in the LORD’s temple during the night.
2Lift your hands toward the sanctuary
and praise the LORD!
3May the LORD, the Creator of heaven and earth,
bless you from Zion!

135
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the name of the LORD!
Offer praise, you servants of the LORD,
2who serve in the LORD’s temple,
in the courts of the temple of our God.
3Praise the LORD|strong="H3050", for the LORD is good!
Sing praises to his name, for it is pleasant!
4 Indeed, the LORD|strong="H3050" has chosen Jacob for himself,
Israel to be his special possession.
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5Yes, I know the LORD is great,
and our Lord is superior to all gods.
6He does whatever he pleases
in heaven and on earth,
in the seas and all the ocean depths.
7He causes the clouds to arise from the end of the earth,
makes lightning bolts accompany the rain,
and brings the wind out of his storehouses.
8He struck down the firstborn of Egypt,
including bothmen and animals.
9He performed awesome deeds and acts of judgment
in yourmidst, O Egypt,
against Pharaoh and all his servants.
10He defeatedmany nations,
and killedmighty kings –
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
and Og, king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan.
12He gave their land as an inheritance,
as an inheritance to Israel his people.
13O LORD, your name endures,
your reputation, O LORD, lasts.
14For the LORD vindicates his people,
and has compassion on his servants.
15The nations’ idols are made of silver and gold,
they are man-made.
16They havemouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but cannot see,
17and ears, but cannot hear.
Indeed, they cannot breathe.
18Those whomake themwill end up like them,
as will everyone who trusts in them.
19O family of Israel, praise the LORD!
O family of Aaron, praise the LORD!
20O family of Levi, praise the LORD!
You loyal followers of the LORD, praise the LORD!
21The LORD deserves praise in Zion –
he who dwells in Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

136
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his loyal love endures.
2Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his loyal love endures.
3Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his loyal love endures,
4 to the one who performsmagnificent, amazing deeds all by himself,
for his loyal love endures,
5 to the one who used wisdom tomake the heavens,
for his loyal love endures,
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6 to the one who spread out the earth over the water,
for his loyal love endures,
7 to the one whomade the great lights,
for his loyal love endures,
8 the sun to rule by day,
for his loyal love endures,
9 the moon and stars to rule by night,
for his loyal love endures,
10 to the one who struck down the firstborn of Egypt,
for his loyal love endures,
11and led Israel out from their midst,
for his loyal love endures,
12with a strong hand and an outstretched arm,
for his loyal love endures,
13 to the one who divided the Red Sea in two,
for his loyal love endures,
14and led Israel through its midst,
for his loyal love endures,
15and tossed Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea,
for his loyal love endures,
16 to the one who led his people through the wilderness,
for his loyal love endures,
17 to the one who struck down great kings,
for his loyal love endures,
18and killed powerful kings,
for his loyal love endures,
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
for his loyal love endures,
20Og, king of Bashan,
for his loyal love endures,
21and gave their land as an inheritance,
for his loyal love endures,
22as an inheritance to Israel his servant,
for his loyal love endures,
23 to the one who remembered us whenwewere down,
for his loyal love endures,
24and snatched us away from our enemies,
for his loyal love endures,
25 to the one who gives food to all living things,
for his loyal love endures.
26Give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his loyal love endures!

137
1By the rivers of Babylon
we sit down andweep
whenwe remember Zion.
2On the poplars in her midst
we hang our harps,
3 for there our captors ask us to compose songs;
those whomock us demand that we be happy, saying:
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“Sing for us a song about Zion!”
4How canwe sing a song to the LORD
in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
maymy right hand be crippled!
6Maymy tongue stick to the roof of mymouth,
if I do not remember you,
and do not give Jerusalem priority
over whatever gives me themost joy.
7Remember, O LORD, what the Edomites did
on the day Jerusalem fell.
They said, “Tear it down, tear it down,
right to its very foundation!”
8O daughter Babylon, soon to be devastated!
How blessed will be the one who repays you
for what you dished out to us!
9How blessed will be the one who grabs your babies
and smashes them on a rock!

138
By David.
1 I will give you thanks with all my heart;
before the heavenly assembly I will sing praises to you.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple,
and give thanks to your name,
because of your loyal love and faithfulness,
for you have exalted your promise above the entire sky.
3When I cried out for help, you answeredme.
Youmademe bold and energizedme.
4Let all the kings of the earth give thanks to you, O LORD,
when they hear the words you speak.
5Let them sing about the LORD’s deeds,
for the LORD’s splendor is magnificent.
6Though the LORD is exalted, he takes note of the lowly,
and recognizes the proud from far away.
7Evenwhen I must walk in themidst of danger, you revive me.
You opposemy angry enemies,
and your right hand delivers me.
8The LORD avenges me.
O LORD, your loyal love endures.
Do not abandon those whom you havemade!

139
For themusic director, a psalm of David.
1O LORD, you examineme and know.
2You knowwhen I sit down andwhen I get up;
even from far away you understandmymotives.
3You carefully observemewhen I travel or when I lie down to rest;
you are aware of everything I do.
4Certainly my tongue does not frame a word
without you, O LORD, being thoroughly aware of it.
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5You squeezeme in from behind and in front;
you place your hand onme.
6Your knowledge is beyondmy comprehension;
it is so far beyondme, I am unable to fathom it.
7Where can I go to escape your spirit?
Where can I flee to escape your presence?
8 If I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there.
If I were to sprawl out in Sheol, there you would be.
9 If I were to fly away on the wings of the dawn,
and settle down on the other side of the sea,
10 even there your handwould guideme,
your right handwould grab hold of me.
11 If I were to say, “Certainly the darkness will cover me,
and the light will turn to night all aroundme,”
12 even the darkness is not too dark for you to see,
and the night is as bright as day;
darkness and light are the same to you.
13Certainly youmademymind and heart;
you woveme together inmymother’s womb.
14 I will give you thanks because your deeds are awesome and amazing.
You knewme thoroughly;
15my bones were not hidden from you,
when I wasmade in secret
and sewed together in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes sawmewhen I was inside the womb.
All the days ordained for me
were recorded in your scroll
before one of them came into existence.
17How difficult it is for me to fathom your thoughts about me, O God!
How vast is their sum total!
18 If I tried to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand.
Even if I finished counting them,
I would still have to contend with you.
19 If only you would kill the wicked, O God!
Get away fromme, you violent men!
20They rebel against you and act deceitfully;
your enemies lie.
21O LORD, do I not hate those who hate you,
and despise those who oppose you?
22 I absolutely hate them,
they have becomemy enemies!
23Examineme, and probemy thoughts!
Test me, and knowmy concerns!
24 See if there is any idolatrous tendency inme,
and leadme in the reliable ancient path!

140
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1O LORD, rescueme fromwickedmen!
Protect me from violent men,
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2who plan ways to harmme.
All day long they stir up conflict.
3Their tongues wound like a serpent;
a viper’s venom is behind their lips. (Selah)
4O LORD, shelter me from the power of the wicked!
Protect me from violent men,
who plan to knockme over.
5Proudmen hide a snare for me;
evil men spread a net by the path;
they set traps for me. (Selah)
6 I say to the LORD, “You aremy God.”
O LORD, pay attention to my plea for mercy!
7O sovereign LORD, my strong deliverer,
you shield my head in the day of battle.
8O LORD, do not let the wicked have their way!
Do not allow their plan to succeed when they attack! (Selah)
9As for the heads of those who surroundme –
may the harm done by their lips overwhelm them!
10May he rain down fiery coals upon them!
May he throw them into the fire!
From bottomless pits they will not escape.
11A slanderer will not endure on the earth;
calamity will hunt down a violent man and strike him down.
12 I know that the LORD defends the cause of the oppressed
and vindicates the poor.
13Certainly the godly will give thanks to your name;
themorally upright will live in your presence.

141
A psalm of David.
1O LORD, I cry out to you. Come quickly to me!
Pay attention to mewhen I cry out to you!
2May you accept my prayer like incense,
my uplifted hands like the evening offering!
3O LORD, place a guard onmymouth!
Protect the opening of my lips!
4Do not let me have evil desires,
or participate in sinful activities
withmenwho behave wickedly.
I will not eat their delicacies.
5May the godly strike me in love and correct me!
Maymy head not refuse choice oil!
Indeed, my prayer is a witness against their evil deeds.
6They will be thrown down the side of a cliff by their judges.
They will listen to mywords, for they are pleasant.
7As when one plows and breaks up the soil,
so our bones are scattered at themouth of Sheol.
8 Surely I am looking to you, O sovereign LORD.
In you I take shelter.
Do not exposeme to danger!
9Protect me from the snare they have laid for me,
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and the traps the evildoers have set.
10Let the wicked fall into their own nets,
while I escape.

142
Awell-written song by David, when he was in the cave; a prayer.
1To the LORD I cry out;
to the LORD I plead for mercy.
2 I pour out my lament before him;
I tell him about my troubles.
3Evenwhenmy strength leaves me,
you watchmy footsteps.
In the path where I walk
they have hidden a trap for me.
4Look to the right and see!
No one cares about me.
I have nowhere to run;
no one is concerned about my life.
5 I cry out to you, O LORD;
I say, “You aremy shelter,
my security in the land of the living.”
6Listen to my cry for help,
for I am in serious trouble!
Rescueme from those who chaseme,
for they are stronger than I am.
7Freeme from prison,
that I may give thanks to your name.
Because of me the godly will assemble,
for you will vindicate me.

143
A psalm of David.
1O LORD, hear my prayer!
Pay attention to my plea for help!
Because of your faithfulness and justice, answerme!
2Do not sit in judgment on your servant,
for no one alive is innocent before you.
3Certainly my enemies chase me.
They smashme into the ground.
They force me to live in dark regions,
like those who have been dead for ages.
4My strength leaves me;
I am absolutely shocked.
5 I recall the old days;
I meditate on all you have done;
I reflect on your accomplishments.
6 I spreadmy hands out to you in prayer;
my soul thirsts for you in a parched land.
7Answerme quickly, LORD!
My strength is fading.
Do not reject me,
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or I will join those descending into the grave.
8May I hear about your loyal love in themorning,
for I trust in you.
Showme the way I should go,
because I long for you.
9Rescueme frommy enemies, O LORD!
I run to you for protection.
10Teachme to do what pleases you,
for you aremy God.
May your kind presence
leadme into a level land.
11O LORD, for the sake of your reputation, revive me!
Because of your justice, rescueme from trouble!
12As a demonstration of your loyal love, destroymy enemies!
Annihilate all who threatenmy life,
for I am your servant.

144
By David.
1The LORD, my protector, deserves praise –
the one who trains my hands for battle,
andmy fingers for war,
2who loves me and is my stronghold,
my refuge andmy deliverer,
my shield and the one in whom I take shelter,
whomakes nations submit to me.
3OLORD|strong="H3069", ofwhat importance is thehumanrace, that you shouldnotice

them?
Of what importance is mankind, that you should be concerned about them?
4People are like a vapor,
their days like a shadow that disappears.
5O LORD, make the sky sink and come down!
Touch themountains andmake them smolder!
6Hurl lightning bolts and scatter them!
Shoot your arrows and rout them!
7Reach down from above!
Grabme and rescueme from the surging water,
from the power of foreigners,
8who speak lies,
andmake false promises.
9O God, I will sing a new song to you!
Accompanied by a ten-stringed instrument, I will sing praises to you,
10 the one who delivers kings,
and rescued David his servant from a deadly sword.
11Grabme and rescueme from the power of foreigners,
who speak lies,
andmake false promises.
12Then our sons will be like plants,
that quickly grow to full size.
Our daughters will be like corner pillars,
carved like those in a palace.
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13Our storehouses will be full,
providing all kinds of food.
Our sheep will multiply by the thousands
and fill our pastures.
14Our cattle will be weighted downwith produce.
No one will break through our walls,
no one will be taken captive,
and there will be no terrified cries in our city squares.
15How blessed are the people who experience these things!
How blessed are the people whose God is the LORD!

145
A psalm of praise, by David.
1 I will extol you, my God, O king!
I will praise your name continually!
2Every day I will praise you!
I will praise your name continually!
3The LORD is great and certainly worthy of praise!
No one can fathom his greatness!
4One generation will praise your deeds to another,
and tell about yourmighty acts!
5 I will focus on your honor andmajestic splendor,
and your amazing deeds!
6They will proclaim the power of your awesome acts!
I will declare your great deeds!
7They will talk about the fame of your great kindness,
and sing about your justice.
8The LORD is merciful and compassionate;
he is patient and demonstrates great loyal love.
9The LORD is good to all,
and has compassion on all he has made.
10All he has made will give thanks to the LORD.
Your loyal followers will praise you.
11They will proclaim the splendor of your kingdom;
they will tell about your power,
12 so that mankindmight acknowledge yourmighty acts,
and themajestic splendor of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom,
and your dominion endures through all generations.
14
The LORD supports all who fall,
and lifts up all who are bent over.
15Everything looks to you in anticipation,
and you provide themwith food on a regular basis.
16You open your hand,
and fill every living thing with the food they desire.
17The LORD is just in all his actions,
and exhibits love in all he does.
18The LORD is near all who cry out to him,
all who cry out to him sincerely.
19He satisfies the desire of his loyal followers;
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he hears their cry for help and delivers them.
20The LORD protects those who love him,
but he destroys all the wicked.
21Mymouth will praise the LORD.
Let all who live praise his holy name forever!

146
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live!
I will sing praises to my God as long as I exist!
3Do not trust in princes,
or in human beings, who cannot deliver!
4Their life’s breath departs, they return to the ground;
on that day their plans die.
5How blessed is the one whose helper is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
6 the one whomade heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who remains forever faithful,
7vindicates the oppressed,
and gives food to the hungry.
The LORD releases the imprisoned.
8The LORD gives sight to the blind.
The LORD lifts up all who are bent over.
The LORD loves the godly.
9The LORD protects those residing outside their native land;
he lifts up the fatherless and the widow,
but he opposes the wicked.
10The LORD rules forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout the generations to come!
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

147
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050",
for it is good to sing praises to our God!
Yes, praise is pleasant and appropriate!
2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers the exiles of Israel.
3He heals the brokenhearted,
and bandages their wounds.
4He counts the number of the stars;
he names all of them.
5Our Lord is great and has awesome power;
there is no limit to his wisdom.
6The LORD lifts up the oppressed,
but knocks the wicked to the ground.
7Offer to the LORD a song of thanks!
Sing praises to our God to the accompaniment of a harp!
8He covers the sky with clouds,
provides the earth with rain,
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and causes grass to grow on the hillsides.
9He gives food to the animals,
and to the young ravens when they chirp.
10He is not enamored with the strength of a horse,
nor is he impressed by the warrior’s strong legs.
11The LORD takes delight in his faithful followers,
and in those whowait for his loyal love.
12Extol the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
13For hemakes the bars of your gates strong.
He blesses your children within you.
14He brings peace to your territory.
He abundantly provides for you the best grain.
15He sends his command through the earth;
swiftly his order reaches its destination.
16He sends the snow that is white like wool;
he spreads the frost that is white like ashes.
17He throws his hailstones like crumbs.
Who can withstand the cold wind he sends?
18He then orders it all to melt;
he breathes on it, and the water flows.
19He proclaims his word to Jacob,
his statutes and regulations to Israel.
20He has not done so with any other nation;
they are not aware of his regulations.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

148
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the LORD from the sky!
Praise him in the heavens!
2Praise him, all his angels!
Praise him, all his heavenly assembly!
3Praise him, O sun andmoon!
Praise him, all you shiny stars!
4Praise him, O highest heaven,
and youwaters above the sky!
5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for he gave the command and they came into existence.
6He established them so they would endure;
he issued a decree that will not be revoked.
7Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea creatures and all you ocean depths,
8O fire and hail, snow and clouds,
O stormywind that carries out his orders,
9youmountains and all you hills,
you fruit trees and all you cedars,
10you animals and all you cattle,
you creeping things and birds,
11you kings of the earth and all you nations,
you princes and all you leaders on the earth,
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12you youngmen and young women,
you elderly, along with you children!
13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;
his majesty extends over the earth and sky.
14He hasmade his people victorious,
and given all his loyal followers reason to praise –
the Israelites, the people who are close to him.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

149
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Sing to the LORD a new song!
Praise him in the assembly of the godly!
2Let Israel rejoice in their Creator!
Let the people of Zion delight in their king!
3Let them praise his namewith dancing!
Let them sing praises to him to the accompaniment of the tambourine and harp!
4For the LORD takes delight in his people;
he exalts the oppressed by delivering them.
5Let the godly rejoice because of their vindication!
Let them shout for joy upon their beds!
6May they praise God
while they hold a two-edged sword in their hand,
7 in order to take revenge on the nations,
and punish foreigners.
8They bind their kings in chains,
and their nobles in iron shackles,
9and execute the judgment to which their enemies have been sentenced.
All his loyal followers will be vindicated.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

150
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise God in his sanctuary!
Praise him in the sky, which testifies to his strength!
2Praise him for his mighty acts!
Praise him for his surpassing greatness!
3Praise himwith the blast of the horn!
Praise himwith the lyre and the harp!
4Praise himwith the tambourine and with dancing!
Praise himwith stringed instruments and the flute!
5Praise himwith loud cymbals!
Praise himwith clanging cymbals!
6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
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Proverbs
Introduction to the Book

1The Proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:
2To learn wisdom andmoral instruction,
and to discern wise counsel.
3To receive moral instruction in skillful living,
in righteousness, justice, and equity.
4To impart shrewdness to themorally naive,
and a discerning plan to the young person.
5 (Let the wise also hear and gain instruction,
and let the discerning acquire guidance! )
6To discern themeaning of a proverb and a parable,
the sayings of the wise and their riddles.

Introduction to the Theme of the Book
7Fearing the LORD is the beginning of moral knowledge,
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
8Listen, my child, to the instruction from your father,
and do not forsake the teaching from yourmother.
9For they will be like an elegant garland on your head,
and like pendants around your neck.

Admonition to Avoid Easy but Unjust Riches
10My child, if sinners try to entice you,
do not consent!
11 If they say, “Comewith us!
Wewill lie in wait to shed blood;
we will ambush an innocent person capriciously.
12Wewill swallow them alive like Sheol,
those full of vigor like those going down to the Pit.
13Wewill seize all kinds of precious wealth;
we will fill our houses with plunder.
14 Join with us!
Wewill all share equally in what we steal.”
15My child, do not go down their way,
withhold yourself from their path;
16 for they are eager to inflict harm,
and they hasten to shed blood.
17 Surely it is futile to spread a net
in plain sight of any bird,
18but these men lie in wait for their own blood,
they ambush their own lives!
19 Such are the ways of all who gain profit unjustly;
it takes away the life of those who obtain it!

Warning Against DisregardingWisdom
20Wisdom calls out in the street,
she shouts loudly in the plazas;
21at the head of the noisy streets she calls,
in the entrances of the gates in the city she utters her words:
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22 “How long will you simpletons love naiveté?
How long will mockers delight in mockery
and fools hate knowledge?
23 If only you will respond tomy rebuke,
then I will pour out my thoughts to you
and I will makemywords known to you.
24However, because I called but you refused to listen,
because I stretched out my hand but no one paid attention,
25because you neglected all my advice,
and did not comply withmy rebuke,
26 so I myself will laugh when disaster strikes you,
I will mock whenwhat you dread comes,
27whenwhat you dread comes like a whirlwind,
and disaster strikes you like a devastating storm,
when distressing trouble comes on you.
28Then they will call to me, but I will not answer;
they will diligently seekme, but they will not findme.
29Because they hatedmoral knowledge,
and did not choose to fear the LORD,
30 they did not comply withmy advice,
they spurned all my rebuke.
31Therefore they will eat from the fruit of their way,
and they will be stuffed full of their own counsel.
32For the waywardness of the
simpletons will kill them,
and the careless ease of fools will destroy them.
33But the one who listens to mewill live in security,
and will be at ease from the dread of harm.

2
1My child, if you receive mywords,
and store upmy commands within you,
2bymaking your ear attentive to wisdom,
and by turning your heart to understanding,
3 indeed, if you call out for discernment –
raise your voice for understanding –
4 if you seek it like silver,
and search for it like hidden treasure,
5 then you will understand how to fear the LORD,
and youwill discover knowledge about God.
6For the LORD gives wisdom,
and from his mouth comes knowledge and understanding.
7He stores up effective counsel for the upright,
and is like a shield for those who live with integrity,
8 to guard the paths of the righteous
and to protect the way of his pious ones.
9Then youwill understand righteousness and justice
and equity – every good way.
10For wisdomwill enter your heart,
andmoral knowledge will be attractive to you.
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11Discretion will protect you,
understanding will guard you,
12 to deliver you from the way of the wicked,
from those speaking perversity,
13who leave the upright paths
to walk on the dark ways,
14who delight in doing evil,
they rejoice in perverse evil;
15whose paths are morally crooked,
and who are devious in their ways;
16 to deliver you from the adulteress,
from the sexually loose womanwho speaks flattering words;
17who leaves the husband from her younger days,
and forgets her marriage covenant made before God.
18For her house sinks down to death,
and her paths lead to the place of the departed spirits.
19None who go in to her will return,
nor will they reach the paths of life.
20 So you will walk in the way of good people,
and will keep on the paths of the righteous.
21For the upright will reside in the land,
and those with integrity will remain in it,
22but the wicked will be removed from the land,
and the treacherous will be torn away from it.

3
1My child, do not forget my teaching,
but let your heart keepmy commandments,
2 for they will provide a long and full life,
and they will add well-being to you.
3Do not let truth andmercy leave you;
bind them around your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart.
4Then youwill find favor and good understanding,
in the sight of God and people.
5Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own understanding.
6Acknowledge him in all your ways,
and he will make your paths straight.
7Do not be wise in your own estimation;
fear the LORD|strong="H3069" and turn away from evil.
8This will bring healing to your body,
and refreshment to your inner self.
9Honor the LORD from your wealth
and from the first fruits of all your crops;
10 then your barns will be filled completely,
and your vats will overflowwith newwine.
11My child, do not despise discipline from the LORD,
and do not loathe his rebuke.
12For the LORD disciplines those he loves,
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just as a father disciplines the son in whom he delights.
Blessings of ObtainingWisdom

13Blessed is the one who finds wisdom,
and the one who obtains understanding.
14For her benefit is more profitable than silver,
and her gain is better than gold.
15 She is more precious than rubies,
and none of the things you desire can compare with her.
16Long life is in her right hand;
in her left hand are riches and honor.
17Her ways are very pleasant,
and all her paths are peaceful.
18 She is like a tree of life to those who obtain her,
and everyone who grasps hold of her will be blessed.
19Bywisdom the LORD laid the foundation of the earth;
he established the heavens by understanding.
20By his knowledge the primordial sea was broken open,
and the clouds drip down dew.
21My child, do not let them escape from your sight;
safeguard soundwisdom and discretion.
22 So they will give life to you,
and grace to adorn your neck.
23Then youwill walk on your way with security,
and you will not stumble.
24When you lie down youwill not be filled with fear;
when you lie down your sleep will be pleasant.
25Youwill not be afraid of sudden disaster,
or when destruction overtakes the wicked;
26 for the LORD will be the source of your confidence,
and he will guard your foot from being caught in a trap.

WisdomDemonstrated in Relationships with People
27Do not withhold good from those who need it,
when you have the ability to help.
28Do not say to your neighbor, “Go! Return tomorrow
and I will give it,”when you have it with you at the time.
29Do not plot evil against your neighbor
when he dwells by you unsuspectingly.
30Do not accuse anyone without legitimate cause,
if he has not treated you wrongly.
31Do not envy a violent man,
and do not choose to imitate any of his ways;
32 for one who goes astray is an abomination to the LORD,
but he reveals his intimate counsel to the upright.
33The LORD’s curse is on the household of the wicked,
but he blesses the home of the righteous.
34Although he is scornful to arrogant scoffers,
yet he shows favor to the humble.
35The wise inherit honor,
but he holds fools up to public contempt.
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4
1Listen, children, to a father’s instruction,
and pay attention so that youmay gain discernment.
2Because I give you good instruction,
do not forsakemy teaching.
3When I was a son tomy father,
a tender only child before mymother,
4he taught me, and he said to me:
“Let your heart lay hold of mywords;
keepmy commands so that you will live.
5Acquire wisdom, acquire understanding;
do not forget and do not turn aside from the words I speak.
6Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you;
love her, and she will guard you.
7Wisdom is supreme – so acquire wisdom,
and whatever you acquire, acquire understanding!
8Esteem her highly and she will exalt you;
she will honor you if you embrace her.
9 She will place a fair garland on your head;
she will bestow a beautiful crown on you.”
10Listen, my child, and accept mywords,
so that the years of your life will be many.
11 I will guide you in the way of wisdom
and I will lead you in upright paths.
12When youwalk, your steps will not be hampered,
and when you run, you will not stumble.
13Hold on to instruction, do not let it go;
protect it, because it is your life.
14Do not enter the path of the wicked
or walk in the way of those who are evil.
15Avoid it, do not go on it;
turn away from it, and go on.
16For they cannot sleep unless they cause harm;
they are robbed of sleep until theymake someone stumble.
17For they eat bread gained fromwickedness
and drink wine obtained from violence.
18But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light,
growing brighter and brighter until full day.
19The way of the wicked is like gloomy darkness;
they do not knowwhat causes them to stumble.
20My child, pay attention to mywords;
listen attentively to my sayings.
21Do not let them depart from your sight,
guard themwithin your heart;
22 for they are life to those who find them
and healing to one’s entire body.
23Guard your heart with all vigilance,
for from it are the sources of life.
24Remove perverse speech from yourmouth;
keep devious talk far from your lips.
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25Let your eyes look directly in front of you
and let your gaze look straight before you.
26Make the path for your feet level,
so that all your waysmay be established.
27Do not turn to the right or to the left;
turn yourself away from evil.

5
1My child, be attentive to mywisdom,
pay close attention to my understanding,
2 in order to safeguard discretion,
and that your lips may guard knowledge.
3For the lips of the adulterous woman drip honey,
and her seductive words are smoother than olive oil,
4but in the end she is bitter as wormwood,
sharp as a two-edged sword.
5Her feet go down to death;
her steps lead straight to the grave.
6Lest she shouldmake level the path leading to life,
her paths are unstable but she does not know it.
7 So now, children, listen to me;
do not turn aside from the words I speak.
8Keep yourself far from her,
and do not go near the door of her house,
9 lest you give your vigor to others
and your years to a cruel person,
10 lest strangers devour your strength,
and your labor benefit another man’s house.
11And at the end of your life you will groan
when your flesh and your body are wasted away.
12And youwill say, “How I hated discipline!
My heart spurned reproof!
13For I did not obeymy teachers
and I did not heedmy instructors.
14 I almost came to complete ruin
in themidst of the whole congregation!”
15Drink water from your own cistern
and running water from your ownwell.
16 Should your springs be dispersed outside,
your streams of water in the wide plazas?
17Let them be for yourself alone,
and not for strangers with you.
18May your fountain be blessed,
andmay you rejoice in your young wife –
19a loving doe, a graceful deer;
may her breasts satisfy you at all times,
may you be captivated by her love always.
20But why should you be captivated, my son, by an adulteress,
and embrace the bosom of a different woman?
21For the ways of a person are in front of the LORD’s|strong="H5227" eyes,
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and the LORD|strong="H3069" weighs all that person’s paths.
22The wicked will be captured by his own iniquities,
and he will be held by the cords of his own sin.
23Hewill die because there was no discipline;
because of the greatness of his folly he will reel.

6
1My child, if you havemade a pledge for your neighbor,
and have become a guarantor for a stranger,
2 if you have been ensnared by the words you have uttered,
and have been caught by the words you have spoken,
3 then, my child, do this in order to deliver yourself,
because you have fallen into your neighbor’s power:
go, humble yourself,
and appeal firmly to your neighbor.
4Permit no sleep to your eyes
or slumber to your eyelids.
5Deliver yourself like a gazelle from a snare,
and like a bird from the trap of the fowler.
6Go to the ant, you sluggard;
observe its ways and be wise!
7 It has no commander,
overseer, or ruler,
8yet it prepares its food in the summer;
it gathers at the harvest what it will eat.
9How long, you sluggard, will you lie there?
Whenwill you rise from your sleep?
10A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to relax,
11and your poverty will come like a robber,
and your need like an armedman.
12Aworthless and wicked person
walks around saying perverse things;
13he winks with his eyes,
signals with his feet,
and points with his fingers;
14he plots evil with perverse thoughts in his heart,
he spreads contention at all times.
15Therefore, his disaster will come suddenly;
in an instant he will be broken, and there will be no remedy.
16There are six things that the LORD hates,
even seven things that are an abomination to him:
17haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
and hands that shed innocent blood,
18a heart that devises wicked plans,
feet that are swift to run to evil,
19a false witness who pours out lies,
and a person who spreads discord among family members.
20My child, guard the commands of your father
and do not forsake the instruction of yourmother.
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21Bind them on your heart continually;
fasten them around your neck.
22When youwalk about, they will guide you;
when you lie down, they will watch over you;
when youwake up, they will talk to you.
23For the commandments are like a lamp,
instruction is like a light,
and rebukes of discipline are like the road leading to life,
24by keeping you from the evil woman,
from the smooth tongue of the loose woman.
25Do not lust in your heart for her beauty,
and do not let her captivate you with her alluring eyes;
26 for on account of a prostitute one is brought down to a loaf of bread,
but the wife of another man preys on your precious life.
27Can aman hold fire against his chest
without burning his clothes?
28Can amanwalk on hot coals
without scorching his feet?
29 So it is with the one who has sex with his neighbor’s wife;
no one who touches her will escape punishment.
30People do not despise a thief when he steals
to fulfill his need when he is hungry.
31Yet if he is caught hemust repay seven times over,
he might even have to give all the wealth of his house.
32Amanwho commits adultery with a woman lacks wisdom,
whoever does it destroys his own life.
33Hewill be beaten and despised,
and his reproach will not be wiped away;
34 for jealousy kindles a husband’s rage,
and he will not showmercy when he takes revenge.
35Hewill not consider any compensation;
he will not be willing, even if youmultiply the compensation.

7
1My child, keepmywords
and treasure upmy commands in your own keeping.
2Keepmy commands so that youmay live,
and obeymy instruction as yourmost prized possession.
3Bind them on your forearm;
write them on the tablet of your heart.
4 Say to wisdom, “You aremy sister,”
and call understanding a close relative,
5 so that theymay keep you from the adulterous woman,
from the loose womanwho flatters you with her words.
6For at the window of my house
throughmywindow lattice I looked out
7and I saw among the naive –
I discerned among the youths –
a youngmanwho lacked wisdom.
8Hewas passing by the street near her corner,
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making his way along the road to her house
9 in the twilight, the evening,
in the dark of the night.
10 Suddenly a woman came out to meet him!
She was dressed like a prostitute and with secret intent.
11 (She is loud and rebellious,
she does not remain at home –
12at one time outside, at another in the wide plazas,
and by every corner she lies in wait.)
13 So she grabbed him and kissed him,
and with a bold expression she said to him,
14 “I have freshmeat at home;
today I have fulfilledmy vows!
15That is why I came out to meet you,
to look for you, and I found you!
16 I have spreadmy bed with elegant coverings,
with richly colored fabric from Egypt.
17 I have perfumedmy bed
withmyrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
18Come, let’s drink deeply of lovemaking until morning,
let’s delight ourselves with sexual intercourse.
19Formy husband is not at home;
he has gone on a journey of some distance.
20He has taken a bag of money with him;
he will not return until the end of themonth.”
21 She persuaded himwith persuasive words;
with her smooth talk she compelled him.
22 Suddenly he went after her
like an ox that goes to the slaughter,
like a stag prancing into a trapper’s snare
23 till an arrow pierces his liver –
like a bird hurrying into a trap,
and he does not know that it will cost him his life.
24 So now, sons, listen to me,
and pay attention to the words I speak.
25Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways –
do not wander into her pathways;
26 for she has brought downmany fatally wounded,
and all those she has slain are many.
27Her house is the way to the grave,
going down to the chambers of death.

8
1Does not wisdom call out?
Does not understanding raise her voice?
2At the top of the elevated places along the way,
at the intersection of the paths she takes her stand;
3beside the gates opening into the city,
at the entrance of the doorways she cries out:
4 “To you, O people, I call out,
andmy voice calls to all mankind.



Proverbs 8:5 778 Proverbs 8:29

5Youwho are naive, discern wisdom!
And you fools, understand discernment!
6Listen, for I will speak excellent things,
andmy lips will utter what is right.
7Formymouth speaks truth,
andmy lips hate wickedness.
8All the words of mymouth are righteous;
there is nothing in them twisted or crooked.
9All of them are clear to the discerning
and upright to those who find knowledge.
10Receive my instruction rather than silver,
and knowledge rather than choice gold.
11For wisdom is better than rubies,
and desirable things cannot be compared to her.
12 “I, wisdom, live with prudence,
and I find knowledge and discretion.
13The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;
I hate arrogant pride and the evil way
and perverse utterances.
14Counsel and soundwisdom belong to me;
I possess understanding andmight.
15Kings reign bymeans of me,
and potentates decree righteousness;
16byme princes rule,
as well as nobles and all righteous judges.
17 I love those who loveme,
and those who seekme findme.
18Riches and honor are withme,
long-lasting wealth and righteousness.
19My fruit is better than the purest gold,
and what I produce is better than choice silver.
20 I walk in the path of righteousness,
in the pathway of justice,
21 that I may cause those who loveme to inherit wealth,
and that I may fill their treasuries.
22The LORD createdme as the beginning of his works,
before his deeds of long ago.
23From eternity I was appointed,
from the beginning, from before the world existed.
24When there were no deep oceans I was born,
when there were no springs overflowing with water;
25before themountains were set in place –
before the hills – I was born,
26before hemade the earth and its fields,
or the beginning of the dust of the world.
27When he established the heavens, I was there;
when hemarked out the horizon over the face of the deep,
28when he established the clouds above,
when the fountains of the deep grew strong,
29when he gave the sea his decree
that the waters should not pass over his command,
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when hemarked out the foundations of the earth,
30 then I was beside him as amaster craftsman,
and I was his delight day by day,
rejoicing before him at all times,
31 rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth,
and delighting in its people.
32 “So now, children, listen to me;
blessed are those who keepmyways.
33Listen to my instruction so that youmay be wise,
and do not neglect it.
34Blessed is the one who listens to me,
watching at my doors day by day,
waiting besidemy doorway.
35For the one who findsme finds life
and receives favor from the LORD.
36But the one who does not findme brings harm to himself;
all who hate me love death.”

9
1Wisdom has built her house;
she has carved out its seven pillars.
2 She has prepared her meat, she has mixed her wine;
she also has arranged her table.
3 She has sent out her female servants;
she calls out on the highest places of the city.
4 “Whoever is naive, let him turn in here,”
she says to those who lack understanding.
5 “Come, eat some of my food,
and drink some of the wine I havemixed.
6Abandon your foolish ways so that youmay live,
and proceed in the way of understanding.”
7Whoever corrects a mocker is asking for insult;
whoever reproves a wicked person receives abuse.
8Do not reprove amocker or he will hate you;
reprove a wise person and he will love you.
9Give instruction to a wise person, and he will becomewiser still;
teach a righteous person and he will add to his learning.
10The beginning of wisdom is to fear the LORD|strong="H3069",
and acknowledging the Holy One is understanding.
11For because of me your days will be many,
and years will be added to your life.
12 If you are wise, you are wise to your own advantage,
but if you are amocker, you alonemust bear it.
13The woman called Folly is brash,
she is naive and does not know anything.
14 So she sits at the door of her house,
on a seat at the highest point of the city,
15 calling out to those who are passing by her in the way,
who go straight on their way.
16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here,”
she says to those who lack understanding.
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17 “Stolen waters are sweet,
and food obtained in secret is pleasant!”
18But they do not realize that the dead are there,
that her guests are in the depths of the grave.

10
1The Proverbs of Solomon:
A wise child makes a father rejoice,
but a foolish child is a grief to his mother.
2Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit,
but righteousness delivers frommortal danger.
3The LORD satisfies the appetite of the righteous,
but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.
4The one who is lazy becomes poor,
but the one whoworks diligently becomes wealthy.
5The one who gathers crops in the summer is a wise son,
but the one who sleeps during the harvest
is a son who brings shame to himself.
6Blessings are on the head of the righteous,
but the speech of the wicked conceals violence.
7Thememory of the righteous is a blessing,
but the reputation of the wicked will rot.
8The wise person accepts instructions,
but the one who speaks foolishness will come to ruin.
9The one who conducts himself in integrity will live securely,
but the one who behaves perversely will be found out.
10The one whowinks his eye causes trouble,
and the one who speaks foolishness will come to ruin.
11The teaching of the righteous is a fountain of life,
but the speech of the wicked conceals violence.
12Hatred stirs up dissension,
but love covers all transgressions.
13Wisdom is found in the words of the discerning person,
but the one who lacks wisdomwill be disciplined.
14Those who are wise store up knowledge,
but foolish speech leads to imminent destruction.
15The wealth of a rich person is like a fortified city,
but the poor are brought to ruin by their poverty.
16The reward which the righteous receive is life;
the recompense which the wicked receive is judgment.
17The one who heeds instruction is on the way to life,
but the one who rejects rebuke goes astray.
18The one who conceals hatred utters lies,
and the one who spreads slander is certainly a fool.
19Whenwords abound, transgression is inevitable,
but the one who restrains his words is wise.
20What the righteous say is like the best silver,
but what the wicked think is of little value.
21The teaching of the righteous feeds many,
but fools die for lack of wisdom.
22The blessing from the LORDmakes a person rich,
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and he adds no sorrow to it.
23Carrying out a wicked scheme is enjoyable to a fool,
and so is wisdom for the one who has discernment.
24What the wicked fears will come on him;
what the righteous desire will be granted.
25When the storm passes through, the wicked are swept away,
but the righteous are an everlasting foundation.
26Like vinegar to the teeth and like smoke to the eyes,
so is the sluggard to those who send him.
27Fearing the LORD prolongs life,
but the life span of the wicked will be shortened.
28The hope of the righteous is joy,
but the expectation of the wicked will remain unfulfilled.
29The way of the LORD is like a stronghold for the upright,
but it is destruction to evildoers.
30The righteous will never bemoved,
but the wicked will not inhabit the land.
31The speech of the righteous bears the fruit of wisdom,
but the one who speaks perversion will be destroyed.
32The lips of the righteous knowwhat is pleasing,
but the speech of the wicked is perverse.

11
1The LORD abhors dishonest scales,
but an accurate weight is his delight.
2When pride comes, then comes disgrace,
but with humility comes wisdom.
3The integrity of the upright guides them,
but the crookedness of the unfaithful destroys them.
4Wealth does not profit in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers frommortal danger.
5The righteousness of the blameless will make straight their way,
but the wicked person will fall by his ownwickedness.
6The righteousness of the upright will deliver them,
but the faithless will be captured by their own desires.
7When awicked person dies, his expectation perishes,
and the hope of his strength perishes.
8The righteous person is delivered out of trouble,
and the wicked turns up in his stead.
9With his speech the godless person destroys his neighbor,
but by knowledge the righteous will be delivered.
10When the righteous do well, the city rejoices;
when the wicked perish, there is joy.
11A city is exalted by the blessing provided from the upright,
but it is destroyed by the counsel of the wicked.
12The one who denounces his neighbor lacks wisdom,
but the one who has discernment keeps silent.
13The one who goes about slandering others reveals secrets,
but the one who is trustworthy conceals a matter.
14When there is no guidance a nation falls,
but there is success in the abundance of counselors.
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15The one who puts up security for a stranger will surely have trouble,
but whoever avoids shaking hands will be secure.
16A generous woman gains honor,
and ruthless men seize wealth.
17A kind person benefits himself,
but a cruel person brings himself trouble.
18The wicked person earns deceitful wages,
but the one who sows righteousness reaps a genuine reward.
19True righteousness leads to life,
but the one who pursues evil pursues it to his own death.
20The LORD abhors those who are perverse in heart,
but those who are blameless in their ways are his delight.
21Be assured that the evil person will certainly be punished,
but the descendants of the righteous will not suffer unjust judgment.
22Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout
is a beautiful womanwho rejects discretion.
23What the righteous desire leads only to good,
but what the wicked hope for leads to wrath.
24One person is generous and yet growsmore wealthy,
but another withholds more than he should and comes to poverty.
25A generous person will be enriched,
and the one who provides water for others will himself be satisfied.
26People will curse the one whowithholds grain,
but they will praise the one who sells it.
27The one who diligently seeks good seeks favor,
but the one who searches for evil – it will come to him.
28The one who trusts in his riches will fall,
but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.
29The one who troubles his family will inherit nothing,
and the fool will be a servant to the wise person.
30The fruit of the righteous is like a tree producing life,
and the one whowins souls is wise.
31 If the righteous are recompensed on earth,
howmuchmore the wicked sinner!

12
1The one who loves discipline loves knowledge,
but the one who hates reproof is stupid.
2A good person obtains favor from the LORD,|strong="H3069"
but the LORD|strong="H3069" condemns a person with wicked schemes.
3No one can be established through wickedness,
but a righteous root cannot bemoved.
4A noble wife is the crown of her husband,
but the wife who acts shamefully is like rottenness in his bones.
5The plans of the righteous are just;
the counsels of the wicked are deceitful.
6The words of the wicked lie in wait to shed innocent blood,
but the words of the upright will deliver them.
7The wicked are overthrown and perish,
but the righteous household will stand.
8A person is praised in accordance with his wisdom,
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but the one who has a twistedmind is despised.
9Better is a person of humble standing who nevertheless has a servant,
than one who pretends to be somebody important yet has no food.
10A righteous person cares for the life of his animal,
but even themost compassionate acts of the wicked are cruel.
11The one whoworks his field will have plenty of food,
but whoever chases daydreams lacks wisdom.
12The wicked person desires a stronghold,
but the righteous root endures.
13The evil person is ensnared by the transgression of his speech,
but the righteous person escapes out of trouble.
14A person will be satisfied with good from the fruit of his words,
and the work of his hands will be rendered to him.
15The way of a fool is right in his own opinion,
but the one who listens to advice is wise.
16A fool’s annoyance is known at once,
but the prudent overlooks an insult.
17The faithful witness tells what is right,
but a false witness speaks deceit.
18 Speaking recklessly is like the thrusts of a sword,
but the words of the wise bring healing.
19The one who tells the truth will endure forever,
but the one who lies will last only for amoment.
20Deceit is in the heart of those who plot evil,
but those who promote peace have joy.
21The righteous do not encounter any harm,
but the wicked are filled with calamity.
22The LORD abhors a person who lies,
but those who deal truthfully are his delight.
23The shrewd person conceals knowledge,
but foolish people publicize folly.
24The diligent person will rule,
but the slothful will become a slave.
25Anxiety in a person’s heart weighs him down,
but an encouraging word brings him joy.
26The righteous person is cautious in his friendship,
but the way of the wicked leads them astray.
27The lazy person does not roast his prey,
but personal possessions are precious to the diligent.
28 In the path of righteousness there is life,
but another path leads to death.

13
1Awise son accepts his father’s discipline,
but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.
2From the fruit of his speech a person eats good things,
but the faithless desire the fruit of violence.
3The one who guards his words guards his life,
but whoever is talkative will come to ruin.
4The appetite of the sluggard craves but gets nothing,
but the desire of the diligent will be abundantly satisfied.
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5The righteous person hates anything false,
but the wicked person acts in shameful disgrace.
6Righteousness guards the one who lives with integrity,
but wickedness overthrows the sinner.
7There is one who pretends to be rich and yet has nothing;
another pretends to be poor and yet possesses great wealth.
8The ransom of a person’s life is his wealth,
but the poor person hears no threat.
9The light of the righteous shines brightly,
but the lamp of the wicked goes out.
10With pride comes only contention,
but wisdom is with the well-advised.
11Wealth gained quickly will dwindle away,
but the one who gathers it little by little will become rich.
12Hope deferredmakes the heart sick,
but a longing fulfilled is like a tree of life.
13The one who despises instruction will pay the penalty,
but whoever esteems instruction will be rewarded.
14 Instruction from the wise is like a life-giving fountain,
to turn a person from deadly snares.
15Keen insight wins favor,
but the conduct of the unfaithful is harsh.
16Every shrewd person acts with knowledge,
but a fool displays his folly.
17An unreliable messenger falls into trouble,
but a faithful envoy brings healing.
18The one who neglects discipline ends up in poverty and shame,
but the one who accepts reproof is honored.
19A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul,
but fools abhor turning away from evil.
20The one who associates with the wise grows wise,
but a companion of fools suffers harm.
21Calamity pursues sinners,
but prosperity rewards the righteous.
22A benevolent person leaves an inheritance for his grandchildren,
but the wealth of a sinner is stored up for the righteous.
23There is abundant food in the field of the poor,
but it is swept away by injustice.
24The one who spares his rod hates his child,
but the one who loves his child is diligent in disciplining him.
25The righteous has enough food to satisfy his appetite,
but the belly of the wicked lacks food.

14
1Every wise woman builds her household,
but a foolish woman tears it downwith her own hands.
2The one whowalks in his uprightness fears the LORD,
but the one who is perverted in his ways despises him.
3 In the speech of a fool is a rod for his back,
but the words of the wise protect them.
4Where there are no oxen, the feeding trough is clean,
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but an abundant harvest is produced by strong oxen.
5A truthful witness does not lie,
but a false witness breathes out lies.
6The scorner seeks wisdom but finds none,
but understanding is easy for a discerning person.
7Leave the presence of a foolish person,
or you will not understand wise counsel.
8The wisdom of the shrewd person is to discern his way,
but the folly of fools is deception.
9Fools mock at reparation,
but among the upright there is favor.
10The heart knows its own bitterness,
and with its joy no one else can share.
11The household of the wicked will be destroyed,
but the tent of the upright will flourish.
12There is a way that seems right to a person,
but its end is the way that leads to death.
13Even in laughter the heart may ache,
and the end of joymay be grief.
14The backslider will be paid back from his ownways,
but a good person will be rewarded for his.
15A naive person believes everything,
but the shrewd person discerns his steps.
16Awise person is cautious and turns from evil,
but a fool throws off restraint and is overconfident.
17A person who has a quick temper does foolish things,
and a person with crafty schemes is hated.
18The naive inherit folly,
but the shrewd are crownedwith knowledge.
19Those who are evil will bow before those who are good,
and the wicked will bow at the gates of the righteous.
20A poor person is disliked even by his neighbors,
but those who love the rich aremany.
21The one who despises his neighbor sins,
but whoever is kind to the needy is blessed.
22Do not those who devise evil go astray?
But those who plan good exhibit faithful covenant love.
23 In all hard work there is profit,
but merely talking about it only brings poverty.
24The crown of the wise is their riches,
but the folly of fools is folly.
25A truthful witness rescues lives,
but the one who breathes lies brings deception.
26 In the fear of the LORD|strong="H3069" one has strong confidence,
and it will be a refuge for his children.
27The fear of the LORD is like a life-giving fountain,
to turn people from deadly snares.
28A king’s glory is the abundance of people,
but the lack of subjects is the ruin of a ruler.
29The one who is slow to anger has great understanding,
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but the one who has a quick temper exalts folly.
30A tranquil spirit revives the body,
but envy is rottenness to the bones.
31The one who oppresses the poor insults his Creator,
but whoever shows favor to the needy honors him.
32The wicked will be thrown down in his trouble,
but the righteous have refuge even in the threat of death.
33Wisdom rests in the heart of the discerning;
it is known even in the heart of fools.
34Righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a disgrace to any people.
35The king shows favor to a wise servant,
but his wrath falls on one who acts shamefully.

15
1A gentle response turns away anger,
but a harsh word stirs up wrath.
2The tongue of the wise treats knowledge correctly,
but themouth of the fool spouts out folly.
3The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
keeping watch on those who are evil and those who are good.
4 Speech that heals is like a life-giving tree,
but a perverse tongue breaks the spirit.
5A fool rejects his father’s discipline,
but whoever heeds reproof shows good sense.
6 In the house of the righteous is abundant wealth,
but the income of the wicked brings trouble.
7The lips of the wise spread knowledge,
but not so the heart of fools.
8The LORD abhors the sacrifices of the wicked,
but the prayer of the upright pleases him.
9The LORD abhors the way of the wicked,
but he loves those who pursue righteousness.
10 Severe discipline is for the one who abandons the way;
the one who hates reproof will die.
11Death and Destruction are before the LORD|strong="H3069" –
howmuchmore the hearts of humans!
12The scorner does not love one who corrects him;
he will not go to the wise.
13A joyful heart makes the face cheerful,
but by a painful heart the spirit is broken.
14The discerning heart seeks knowledge,
but themouth of fools feeds on folly.
15All the days of the afflicted are bad,
but one with a cheerful heart has a continual feast.
16Better is little with the fear of the LORD
than great wealth and turmoil with it.
17Better a meal of vegetables where there is love
than a fattened ox where there is hatred.
18A quick-tempered person stirs up dissension,
but one who is slow to anger calms a quarrel.
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19The way of the sluggard is like a hedge of thorns,
but the path of the upright is like a highway.
20Awise child brings joy to his father,
but a foolish person despises his mother.
21Folly is a joy to one who lacks sense,
but one who has understanding follows an upright course.
22Plans fail when there is no counsel,
but with abundant advisers they are established.
23A person has joy in giving an appropriate answer,
and a word at the right time – how good it is!
24The path of life is upward for the wise person,
to keep him from going downward to Sheol.
25The LORD tears down the house of the proud,
but hemaintains the boundaries of the widow.
26The LORD abhors the plans of the wicked,
but pleasant words are pure.
27The one who is greedy for gain troubles his household,
but whoever hates bribes will live.
28The heart of the righteous considers how to answer,
but themouth of the wicked pours out evil things.
29The LORD is far from the wicked,
but he hears the prayer of the righteous.
30A bright look brings joy to the heart,
and good news gives health to the body.
31The person who hears the reproof that leads to life
is at home among the wise.
32The one who refuses correction despises himself,
but whoever hears reproof acquires understanding.
33The fear of the LORD provides wise instruction,
and before honor comes humility.

16
1The intentions of the heart belong to aman,
but the answer of the tongue comes from the LORD.
2All a person’s ways seem right in his own opinion,
but the LORD|strong="H3069" evaluates themotives.
3Commit your works to the LORD,
and your plans will be established.
4The LORD works everything for its own ends –
even the wicked for the day of disaster.
5The LORD abhors every arrogant person;
rest assured that they will not go unpunished.
6Through loyal love and truth iniquity is appeased;
through fearing the LORD one avoids evil.
7When a person’s ways are pleasing to the LORD,
he even reconciles his enemies to himself.
8Better to have a little with righteousness
than to have abundant incomewithout justice.
9A person plans his course,
but the LORD directs his steps.
10The divine verdict is in the words of the king,
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his pronouncements must not act treacherously against justice.
11Honest scales and balances are from the LORD;
all the weights in the bag are his handiwork.
12Doing wickedness is an abomination to kings,
because a throne is established in righteousness.
13The delight of kings is righteous counsel,
and they love the one who speaks uprightly.
14A king’s wrath is like amessenger of death,
but a wise person appeases it.
15 In the light of the king’s face there is life,
and his favor is like the clouds of the spring rain.
16Howmuch better it is to acquire wisdom than gold;
to acquire understanding is more desirable than silver.
17The highway of the upright is to turn away from evil;
the one who guards his way safeguards his life.
18Pride goes before destruction,
and a haughty spirit before a fall.
19 It is better to be lowly in spirit with the afflicted
than to share the spoils with the proud.
20The one who deals wisely in amatter will find success,
and blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD.
21The one who is wise in heart is called discerning,
and kind speech increases persuasiveness.
22 Insight is like a life-giving fountain to the one who possesses it,
but folly leads to the discipline of fools.
23Awise person’s heart makes his speech wise
and it adds persuasiveness to his words.
24Pleasant words are like a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.
25There is a way that seems right to a person,
but its end is the way that leads to death.
26A laborer’s appetite works on his behalf,
for his hunger urges him to work.
27Awicked scoundrel digs up evil,
and his slander is like a scorching fire.
28A perverse person spreads dissension,
and a gossip separates the closest friends.
29A violent person entices his neighbor,
and leads him down a path that is terrible.
30The one whowinks his eyes devises perverse things,
and one who compresses his lips brings about evil.
31Gray hair is like a crown of glory;
it is attained in the path of righteousness.
32Better to be slow to anger than to be amighty warrior,
and one who controls his temper is better than one who captures a city.
33The dice are thrown into the lap,
but their every decision is from the LORD.

17
1Better is a dry crust of bread where there is quietness
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than a house full of feasting with strife.
2A servant who acts wisely will rule
over an heir who behaves shamefully,
and will share the inheritance along with the relatives.
3The crucible is for refining silver and the furnace is for gold,
likewise the LORD tests hearts.
4Onewho acts wickedly pays attention to evil counsel;
a liar listens to amalicious tongue.
5The one whomocks the poor insults his Creator;
whoever rejoices over disaster will not go unpunished.
6Grandchildren are like a crown to the elderly,
and the glory of children is their parents.
7Excessive speech is not becoming for a fool;
howmuch less are lies for a ruler!
8A bribe works like a charm for the one who offers it;
in whatever he does he succeeds.
9The one who forgives an offense seeks love,
but whoever repeats a matter separates close friends.
10A rebukemakes a greater impression on a discerning person
than a hundred blows on a fool.
11An evil person seeks only rebellion,
and so a cruel messenger will be sent against him.
12 It is better for a person tomeet a mother bear being robbed of her cubs,
than to encounter a fool in his folly.
13As for the one who repays evil for good,
evil will not leave his house.
14 Starting a quarrel is like letting out water;
stop it before strife breaks out!
15The one who acquits the guilty and the one who condemns the innocent –
both of them are an abomination to the LORD|strong="H3069".
16Of what use is money in the hand of a fool,
since he has no intention of acquiring wisdom?
17A friend loves at all times,
and a relative is born to help in adversity.
18The one who lacks wisdom strikes hands in pledge,
and puts up financial security for his neighbor.
19The one who loves a quarrel loves transgression;
whoever builds his gate high seeks destruction.
20The one who has a perverse heart does not find good,
and the one who is deceitful in speech falls into trouble.
21Whoever brings a fool into the world does so to his grief,
and the father of a fool has no joy.
22A cheerful heart brings good healing,
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.
23Awicked person receives a bribe secretly
to pervert the ways of justice.
24Wisdom is directly in front of the discerning person,
but the eyes of a fool run to the ends of the earth.
25A foolish child is a grief to his father,
and bitterness to themother who bore him.
26 It is terrible to punish a righteous person,
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and to flog honorable men is wrong.
27The truly wise person restrains his words,
and the one who stays calm is discerning.
28Even a fool who remains silent is considered wise,
and the one who holds his tongue is deemed discerning.

18
1Onewho has isolated himself seeks his own desires;
he rejects all sound judgment.
2A fool takes no pleasure in understanding
but only in disclosing what is on his mind.
3When awicked person arrives, contempt shows upwith him,
and with shame comes a reproach.
4The words of a person’s mouth are like deep waters,
and the fountain of wisdom is like a flowing brook.
5 It is terrible to show partiality to the wicked,
by depriving a righteous man of justice.
6The lips of a fool enter into strife,
and his mouth invites a flogging.
7Themouth of a fool is his ruin,
and his lips are a snare for his life.
8The words of a gossip are like choice morsels;
they go down into the person’s innermost being.
9The one who is slack in his work
is a brother to one who destroys.
10The name of the LORD|strong="H3069" is like a strong tower;
the righteous person runs to it and is set safely on high.
11The wealth of a rich person is like a strong city,
and it is like a high wall in his imagination.
12Before destruction the heart of a person is proud,
but humility comes before honor.
13The one who gives an answer before he listens –
that is his folly and his shame.
14A person’s spirit sustains him through sickness –
but who can bear a crushed spirit?
15The discerning person acquires knowledge,
and the wise person seeks knowledge.
16A person’s gift makes room for him,
and leads him before important people.
17The first to state his case seems right,
until his opponent begins to cross-examine him.
18A toss of a coin ends disputes,
and settles the issue between strong opponents.
19A relative offended is harder to reach than a strong city,
and disputes are like the barred gates of a fortified citadel.
20From the fruit of a person’s mouth his stomach is satisfied,
with the product of his lips is he satisfied.
21Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
and those who love its use will eat its fruit.
22The one who finds a wife finds what is enjoyable,
and receives a pleasurable gift from the LORD.
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23A poor personmakes supplications,
but a richman answers harshly.
24A person who has friends may be harmed by them,
but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

19
1Better is a poor person whowalks in his integrity
than one who is perverse in his speech and is a fool.
2 It is dangerous to have zeal without knowledge,
and the one who acts hastily makes poor choices.
3A person’s folly subverts his way,
and his heart rages against the LORD.
4Wealth addsmany friends,
but a poor person is separated from his friend.
5A false witness will not go unpunished,
and the one who spouts out lies will not escape punishment.
6Many people entreat the favor of a generous person,
and everyone is the friend of the person who gives gifts.
7All the relatives of a poor person hate him;
howmuchmore do his friends avoid him –
he pursues themwith words, but they do not respond.
8The one who acquires wisdom loves himself;
the one who preserves understanding will prosper.
9A false witness will not go unpunished,
and the one who spouts out lies will perish.
10Luxury is not appropriate for a fool;
howmuch less for a servant to rule over princes!
11A person’s wisdommakes him slow to anger,
and it is his glory to overlook an offense.
12A king’s wrath is like the roar of a lion,
but his favor is like dew on the grass.
13A foolish child is the ruin of his father,
and a contentious wife is like a constant dripping.
14A house and wealth are inherited from parents,
but a prudent wife is from the LORD.
15Laziness brings on a deep sleep,
and the idle person will go hungry.
16The one who obeys commandments guards his life;
the one who despises his ways will die.
17The one who is gracious to the poor lends to the LORD,
and the LORD will repay|strong="H7999" him for his good deed.
18Discipline your child, for there is hope,
but do not set your heart on causing his death.
19A person with great anger bears the penalty,
but if you deliver him from it once, you will have to do it again.
20Listen to advice and receive discipline,
that youmay becomewise by the end of your life.
21There are many plans in a person’s mind,
but it is the counsel of the LORD|strong="H3069" which will stand.
22What is desirable for a person is to show loyal love,
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and a poor person is better than a liar.
23Fearing the LORD leads to life,
and one who does so will live satisfied; he will not be afflicted by calamity.
24The sluggard plunges his hand in the dish,
and he will not even bring it back to his mouth!
25Flog a scorner, and as a result the simpleton will learn prudence;
correct a discerning person, and as a result he will understand knowledge.
26The one who robs his father and chases away his mother
is a son who brings shame and disgrace.
27 If you stop listening to instruction, my child,
you will stray from the words of knowledge.
28A crooked witness scorns justice,
and themouth of the wicked devours iniquity.
29 Judgments are prepared for scorners,
and floggings for the backs of fools.

20
1Wine is a mocker and strong drink is a brawler;
whoever goes astray by them is not wise.
2The king’s terrifying anger is like the roar of a lion;
whoever provokes him sins against himself.
3 It is an honor for a person to cease from strife,
but every fool quarrels.
4The sluggard will not plow during the planting season,
so at harvest time he looks for the crop but has nothing.
5Counsel in a person’s heart is like deep water,
but an understanding person draws it out.
6Many people profess their loyalty,
but a faithful person –who can find?
7The righteous person behaves in integrity;
blessed are his children after him.
8A king sitting on the throne to judge
separates out all evil with his eyes.
9Who can say, “I have kept my heart clean;
I am pure frommy sin”?
10Diverse weights and diverse measures –
the LORD abhors both of them.
11Even a youngman is known by his actions,
whether his activity is pure and whether it is right.
12The ear that hears and the eye that sees –
the LORD has made them both.
13Do not love sleep, lest you become impoverished;
open your eyes so that youmight be satisfied with food.
14 “It’s worthless! It’s worthless!” says the buyer,
but when he goes on his way, he boasts.
15There is gold, and an abundance of rubies,
but words of knowledge are like a precious jewel.
16Take aman’s garment when he has given security for a stranger,
and when he gives surety for strangers, hold him in pledge.
17Bread gained by deceit tastes sweet to a person,
but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.
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18Plans are established by counsel,
so make war with guidance.
19The one who goes about gossiping reveals secrets;
therefore do not associate with someone who is always opening his mouth.
20The one who curses his father and his mother,
his lampwill be extinguished in the blackest darkness.
21An inheritance gained easily in the beginning
will not be blessed in the end.
22Do not say, “I will pay back evil!”
Wait for the LORD, so that hemay vindicate you.
23The LORD abhors differing weights,
and dishonest scales are wicked.
24The steps of a person are ordained by the LORD –
so how can anyone understand his ownway?
25 It is a snare for a person to rashly cry, “Holy!”
and only afterward to consider what he has vowed.
26Awise king separates out the wicked;
he turns the threshing wheel over them.
27The human spirit is like the lamp of the LORD,
searching all his innermost parts.
28Loyal love and truth preserve a king,
and his throne is upheld by loyal love.
29The glory of youngmen is their strength,
and the splendor of old men is gray hair.
30Beatings and wounds cleanse away evil,
and floggings cleanse the innermost being.

21
1The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD like channels of water;
he turns it wherever he wants.
2All of a person’s ways seem right in his own opinion,
but the LORD evaluates themotives.
3To do righteousness and justice
is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
4Haughty eyes and a proud heart –
the agricultural product of the wicked is sin.
5The plans of the diligent lead only to plenty,
but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty.
6Making a fortune by a lying tongue is like a vapor driven back and forth;
they seek death.
7The violence done by the wicked will drag them away
because they refuse to do what is right.
8The way of the guilty person is devious,
but as for the pure, his way is upright.
9 It is better to live on a corner of the housetop
than in a house in company with a quarrelsomewife.
10The appetite of the wicked desires evil;
his neighbor is shown no favor in his eyes.
11When a scorner is punished, the naive becomes wise;
when a wise person is instructed, he gains knowledge.
12The Righteous One considers the house of the wicked;
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he overthrows the wicked to their ruin.
13The one who shuts his ears to the cry of the poor,
he too will cry out and will not be answered.
14A gift given in secret subdues anger,
and a bribe given secretly subdues strong wrath.
15Doing justice brings joy to the righteous
and terror to those who do evil.
16The one whowanders from the way of wisdom
will end up in the company of the departed.
17The one who loves pleasure will be a poor person;
whoever loves wine and anointing oil will not be rich.
18The wicked become a ransom for the righteous,
and the faithless are taken in the place of the upright.
19 It is better to live in a desert land
than with a quarrelsome and easily-provoked woman.
20There is desirable treasure and olive oil in the dwelling of the wise,
but a foolish person devours all he has.
21The one who pursues righteousness and love
finds life, bounty, and honor.
22The wise person can scale the city of themighty
and bring down the stronghold in which they trust.
23The one who guards his mouth and his tongue
keeps his life from troubles.
24A proud and arrogant person, whose name is “Scoffer,”
acts with overbearing pride.
25What the sluggard desires will kill him,
for his hands refuse to work.
26All day long he craves greedily,
but the righteous gives and does not hold back.
27The wicked person’s sacrifice is an abomination;
howmuchmore when he brings it with evil intent!
28A lying witness will perish,
but the one who reports accurately speaks forever.
29Awicked person shows boldness with his face,
but as for the upright, he discerns his ways.
30There is no wisdom and there is no understanding,
and there is no counsel against the LORD|strong="H3069".
31A horse is prepared for the day of battle,
but the victory is from the LORD.

22
1A good name is to be chosen rather than great wealth,
good favor more than silver or gold.
2The rich and the poormeet together;
the LORD is the creator of them both.
3A shrewd person sees danger and hides himself,
but the naive keep right on going and suffer for it.
4The reward for humility and fearing the LORD
is riches and honor and life.
5Thorns and snares are in the path of the perverse,
but the one who guards himself keeps far from them.
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6Train a child in the way that he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it.
7The rich rule over the poor,
and the borrower is servant to the lender.
8The one who sows iniquity will reap trouble,
and the rod of his fury will end.
9A generous person will be blessed,
for he gives some of his food to the poor.
10Drive out the scorner and contention will leave;
strife and insults will cease.
11The one who loves a pure heart
and whose speech is gracious – the king will be his friend.
12The eyes of the LORD guard knowledge,
but he overthrows the words of the faithless person.
13The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside!
I will be killed in themiddle of the streets!”
14Themouth of an adulteress is like a deep pit;
the one against whom the LORD is angry will fall into it.
15Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,
but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.
16The one who oppresses the poor to increase his own gain
and the one who gives to the rich – both end up only in poverty.

The Sayings of theWise
17 Incline your ear and listen to the words of the wise,
and apply your heart to my instruction.
18For it is pleasing if you keep these sayings within you,
and they are ready on your lips.
19 So that your confidencemay be in the LORD,
I ammaking them known to you today – even you.
20Have I not written thirty sayings for you,
sayings of counsel and knowledge,
21 to show you true and reliable words,
so that youmay give accurate answers to those who sent you?
22Do not exploit a poor person because he is poor
and do not crush the needy in court,
23 for the LORD|strong="H3069" will plead their case
and will rob those who are robbing them.
24Do not make friends with an angry person,
and do not associate with a wrathful person,
25 lest you learn his ways
and entangle yourself in a snare.
26Do not be one who strikes hands in pledge
or who puts up security for debts.
27 If you do not have enough to pay,
your bed will be taken right out from under you!
28Do not move an ancient boundary stone
which was put in place by your ancestors.
29Do you see a person skilled in his work?
He will take his position before kings;
he will not take his position before obscure people.
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23
1When you sit down to eat with a ruler,
consider carefully what is before you,
2and put a knife to your throat
if you possess a large appetite.
3Do not crave that ruler’s delicacies,
for that food is deceptive.
4Do not wear yourself out to become rich;
be wise enough to restrain yourself.
5When you gaze upon riches, they are gone,
for they surely make wings for themselves,
and fly off into the sky like an eagle!
6Do not eat the food of a stingy person,
do not crave his delicacies;
7 for he is like someone calculating the cost in his mind.
“Eat and drink,” he says to you,
but his heart is not with you;
8you will vomit up the little bit you have eaten,
and will have wasted your pleasant words.
9Do not speak in the ears of a fool,
for he will despise the wisdom of your words.
10Do not move an ancient boundary stone,
or take over the fields of the fatherless,
11 for their Protector is strong;
he will plead their case against you.
12Apply your heart to instruction
and your ears to the words of knowledge.
13Do not withhold discipline from a child;
even if you strike himwith the rod, he will not die.
14 If you strike himwith the rod,
you will deliver him from death.
15My child, if your heart is wise,
thenmy heart also will be glad;
16my soul will rejoice
when your lips speak what is right.
17Do not let your heart envy sinners,
but rather be zealous in fearing the LORD all the time.
18For surely there is a future,
and your hope will not be cut off.
19Listen, my child, and be wise,
and guide your heart on the right way.
20Do not spend time among drunkards,
among those who eat toomuchmeat,
21because drunkards and gluttons become impoverished,
and drowsiness clothes themwith rags.
22Listen to your father who begot you,
and do not despise yourmother when she is old.
23Acquire truth and do not sell it –
wisdom, and discipline, and understanding.
24The father of a righteous person will rejoice greatly;
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whoever fathers a wise child will have joy in him.
25May your father and yourmother have joy;
may she who bore you rejoice.
26Giveme your heart, my son,
and let your eyes observemyways;
27 for a prostitute is like a deep pit;
a harlot is like a narrowwell.
28 Indeed, she lies in wait like a robber,
and increases the unfaithful amongmen.
29Who has woe? Who has sorrow?
Who has contentions? Who has complaints?
Who has wounds without cause? Who has dullness of the eyes?
30Those who linger over wine,
those who go looking for mixed wine.
31Do not look on the wine when it is red,
when it sparkles in the cup,
when it goes down smoothly.
32Afterward it bites like a snake,
and stings like a viper.
33Your eyes will see strange things,
and yourmind will speak perverse things.
34And youwill be like one who lies down in themidst of the sea,
and like one who lies down on the top of the rigging.
35Youwill say, “They have struckme, but I am not harmed!
They beat me, but I did not know it!
Whenwill I awake? I will look for another drink.”

24
1Do not envy evil people,
do not desire to be with them;
2 for their hearts contemplate violence,
and their lips speak harm.
3Bywisdom a house is built,
and through understanding it is established;
4by knowledge its rooms are filled
with all kinds of precious and pleasing treasures.
5Awise warrior is strong,
and aman of knowledgemakes his strength stronger;
6 for with guidance you wage your war,
and with numerous advisers there is victory.
7Wisdom is unattainable for a fool;
in court he does not open his mouth.
8The one who plans to do evil
will be called a scheming person.
9A foolish scheme is sin,
and the scorner is an abomination to people.
10 If you faint in the day of trouble,
your strength is small!
11Deliver those being taken away to death,
and hold back those slipping to the slaughter.
12 If you say, “But we did not know about this,”
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does not the one who evaluates hearts consider?
Does not the one who guards your life know?
Will he not repay each person according to his deeds?
13Eat honey, my child, for it is good,
and honey from the honeycomb is sweet to your taste.
14Likewise, know that wisdom is sweet to your soul;
if you find it, you will have a future,
and your hope will not be cut off.
15Do not lie in wait like the wicked against the place where the righteous live;
do not assault his home.
16Although a righteous personmay fall seven times, he gets up again,
but the wicked will be brought down by calamity.
17Do not rejoice when your enemy falls,
and when he stumbles do not let your heart rejoice,
18 lest the LORD|strong="H3069" see it, and be displeased,
and turn his wrath away from him.
19Do not fret because of evil people
or be envious of wicked people,
20 for the evil person has no future,
and the lamp of the wicked will be extinguished.
21Fear the LORD, my child, as well as the king,
and do not associate with rebels,
22 for suddenly their destruction will overtake them,
andwho knows the ruinous judgment both the LORD and the king can|strong="H4310"

bring?
Further Sayings of theWise

23These sayings also are from the wise:
To show partiality in judgment is terrible:
24The one who says to the guilty, “You are innocent,”
peoples will curse him, and nations will denounce him.
25But there will be delight for those who convict the guilty,
and a pleasing blessing will come on them.
26Like a kiss on the lips
is the one who gives an honest answer.
27Establish your work outside and get your fields ready;
afterward build your house.
28Do not be a witness against your neighbor without cause,
and do not deceive with your words.
29Do not say, “I will do to him just as he has done to me;
I will pay him back according to what he has done.”
30 I passed by the field of a sluggard,
by the vineyard of one who lacks wisdom.
31 I saw that thorns had grown up all over it,
the groundwas covered with weeds,
and its stone wall was broken down.
32When I saw this, I gave careful consideration to it;
I received instruction fromwhat I saw:
33 “A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to relax,
34and your poverty will come like a bandit,
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and your need like an armed robber.”
25

1These also are proverbs of Solomon,
which themen of King Hezekiah of Judah copied:
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter,
and it is the glory of a king to search out a matter.
3As the heaven is high and the earth is deep
so the hearts of kings are unsearchable.
4Remove the dross from the silver,
andmaterial for the silversmith will emerge;
5 remove the wicked from before the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.
6Do not honor yourself before the king,
and do not stand in the place of great men;
7 for it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,”
than to put you lower before a prince,
whom your eyes have seen.
8Do not go out hastily to litigation,
or what will you do afterward
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
9When you argue a case with your neighbor,
do not reveal the secret of another person,
10 lest the one who hears it put you to shame
and your infamywill never go away.
11Like apples of gold in settings of silver,
so is a word skillfully spoken.
12Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold,
so is a wise reprover to the ear of the one who listens.
13Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest,
so is a faithful messenger to those who send him,
for he refreshes the heart of his masters.
14Like cloudy skies and wind that produce no rain,
so is the one who boasts of a gift not given.
15Through patience a ruler can be persuaded,
and a soft tongue can break a bone.
16When you find honey, eat only what is sufficient for you,
lest you become stuffed with it and vomit it up.
17Don’t set foot too frequently in your neighbor’s house,
lest he becomeweary of you and hate you.
18Like a club or a sword or a sharp arrow,
so is the one who testifies against his neighbor as a false witness.
19Like a bad tooth or a foot out of joint,
so is confidence in an unfaithful person at the time of trouble.
20Like one who takes off a garment on a cold day,
or like vinegar poured on soda,
so is one who sings songs to a heavy heart.
21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat,
and if he is thirsty, give himwater to drink,
22 for you will heap coals of fire on his head,
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and the LORD|strong="H3069" will reward you.
23The north wind brings forth rain,
and a gossiping tongue brings forth an angry look.
24 It is better to live on a corner of the housetop
than in a house in company with a quarrelsomewife.
25Like cold water to a weary person,
so is good news from a distant land.
26Like amuddied spring and a polluted well,
so is a righteous person who gives way before the wicked.
27 It is not good to eat toomuch honey,
nor is it honorable for people to seek their own glory.
28Like a city that is broken down andwithout a wall,
so is a person who cannot control his temper.

26
1Like snow in summer or rain in harvest,
so honor is not fitting for a fool.
2Like a fluttering bird or like a flying swallow,
so a curse without cause does not come to rest.
3Awhip for the horse and a bridle for the donkey,
and a rod for the backs of fools!
4Do not answer a fool according to his folly,
lest you yourself also be like him.
5Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own estimation.
6Like cutting off the feet or drinking violence,
so is sending amessage by the hand of a fool.
7Like legs that hang limp from the lame,
so is a proverb in themouth of fools.
8Like tying a stone in a sling,
so is giving honor to a fool.
9Like a thorn that goes into the hand of a drunkard,
so is a proverb in themouth of a fool.
10Like an archer whowounds at random,
so is the one who hires a fool or hires any passer-by.
11Like a dog that returns to its vomit,
so a fool repeats his folly.
12Do you see amanwise in his own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.
13The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road!
A lion in the streets!”
14Like a door that turns on its hinges,
so a sluggard turns on his bed.
15The sluggard plunges his hand in the dish;
he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth.
16The sluggard is wiser in his own estimation
than seven people who respondwith good sense.
17Like one who grabs a wild dog by the ears,
so is the person passing by who becomes furious over a quarrel not his own.
18Like amadmanwho shoots
firebrands and deadly arrows,
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19 so is a person who deceives his neighbor,
and says, “Was I not only joking?”
20Where there is no wood, a fire goes out,
and where there is no gossip, contention ceases.
21Like charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire,
so is a contentious person to kindle strife.
22The words of a gossip are like delicious morsels;
they go down into a person’s innermost being.
23Like a coating of glaze over earthenware
are fervent lips with an evil heart.
24The one who hates others disguises it with his lips,
but he stores up deceit within him.
25When he speaks graciously, do not believe him,
for there are seven abominations within him.
26Though his hatredmay be concealed by deceit,
his evil will be uncovered in the assembly.
27The one who digs a pit will fall into it;
the one who rolls a stone – it will come back on him.
28A lying tongue hates those crushed by it,
and a flatteringmouth works ruin.

27
1Do not boast about tomorrow;
for you do not knowwhat a daymay bring forth.
2Let another praise you, and not your ownmouth;
someone else, and not your own lips.
3A stone is heavy and sand is weighty,
but vexation by a fool is more burdensome than the two of them.
4Wrath is cruel and anger is overwhelming,
but who can stand before jealousy?
5Better is open rebuke
than hidden love.
6Faithful are the wounds of a friend,
but the kisses of an enemy are excessive.
7The one whose appetite is satisfied loathes honey,
but to the hungrymouth every bitter thing is sweet.
8Like a bird that wanders from its nest,
so is a person whowanders from his home.
9Ointment and incensemake the heart rejoice,
likewise the sweetness of one’s friend from sincere counsel.
10Do not forsake your friend and your father’s friend,
and do not enter your brother’s house in the day of your disaster;
a neighbor nearby is better than a brother far away.
11Be wise, my son, andmakemy heart glad,
so that I may answer anyone who taunts me.
12A shrewd person sees danger and hides himself,
but the naive keep right on going and suffer for it.
13Take aman’s garment when he has given security for a stranger,
and when he gives surety for a stranger, hold him in pledge.
14 If someone blesses his neighbor with a loud voice early in themorning,
it will be counted as a curse to him.
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15A continual dripping on a rainy day
and a contentious wife are alike.
16Whoever hides her hides the wind
or grasps oil with his right hand.
17As iron sharpens iron,
so a person sharpens his friend.
18The one who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit,
and whoever takes care of his master will be honored.
19As in water the face is reflected as a face,
so a person’s heart reflects the person.
20As Death and Destruction are never satisfied,
so the eyes of a person are never satisfied.
21As the crucible is for silver and the furnace is for gold,
so a person is proved by the praise he receives.
22 If you should pound the fool in themortar
among the grain with the pestle,
his foolishness would not depart from him.
23Pay careful attention to the condition of your flocks,
give careful attention to your herds,
24 for riches do not last forever,
nor does a crown last from generation to generation.
25When the hay is removed and new grass appears,
and the grass from the hills is gathered in,
26 the lambs will be for your clothing,
and the goats will be for the price of a field.
27And there will be enough goat’s milk for your food,
for the food of your household,
and for the sustenance of your servant girls.

28
1The wicked person flees when there is no one pursuing,
but the righteous person is as confident as a lion.
2When a country is rebellious it has many princes,
but by someone who is discerning and knowledgeable order is maintained.
3A poor person who oppresses the weak
is like a driving rain without food.
4Those who forsake the law praise the wicked,
but those who keep the law contend with them.
5Evil people do not understand justice,
but those who seek the LORD|strong="H3069" understand it all.
6A poor person whowalks in his integrity is better
than one who is perverse in his ways even though he is rich.
7The one who keeps the law is a discerning child,
but a companion of gluttons brings shame to his parents.
8The one who increases his wealth by increasing interest
gathers it for someone who is gracious to the needy.
9The one who turns away his ear from hearing the law,
even his prayer is an abomination.
10The one who leads the upright astray in an evil way
will himself fall into his own pit,
but the blameless will inherit what is good.
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11A rich person is wise in his own eyes,
but a discerning poor person can evaluate him properly.
12When the righteous rejoice, great is the glory,
but when the wicked rise to power, people are sought out.
13The one who covers his transgressions will not prosper,
but whoever confesses them and forsakes themwill findmercy.
14Blessed is the one who is always cautious,
but whoever hardens his heart will fall into evil.
15Like a roaring lion or a roving bear,
so is a wicked ruler over a poor people.
16The prince who is a great oppressor lacks wisdom,
but the one who hates unjust gain will prolong his days.
17The one who is tormented by themurder of another will flee to the pit;
let no one support him.
18The one whowalks blamelessly will be delivered,
but whoever is perverse in his ways will fall at once.
19The one whoworks his land will be satisfied with food,
but whoever chases daydreams will have his fill of poverty.
20A faithful person will have an abundance of blessings,
but the one who hastens to gain riches will not go unpunished.
21To show partiality is terrible,
for a person will transgress over the smallest piece of bread.
22The stingy person hastens after riches
and does not know that poverty will overtake him.
23The one who reproves another will in the end findmore favor
than the one who flatters with the tongue.
24The one who robs his father andmother and says, “There is no transgression,”
is a companion to the one who destroys.
25The greedy person stirs up dissension,
but the one who trusts in the LORD will prosper.
26The one who trusts in his own heart is a fool,
but the one whowalks in wisdomwill escape.
27The one who gives to the poor will not lack,
but whoever shuts his eyes to themwill receive many curses.
28When the wicked gain control, people hide themselves,
but when they perish, the righteous increase.

29
1The one who stiffens his neck after numerous rebukes
will suddenly be destroyed without remedy.
2When the righteous become numerous, the people rejoice;
when the wicked rule, the people groan.
3Themanwho loves wisdom brings joy to his father,
but whoever associates with prostitutes wastes his wealth.
4A king brings stability to a land by justice,
but one who exacts tribute tears it down.
5The one who flatters his neighbor
spreads a net for his steps.
6 In the transgression of an evil person there is a snare,
but a righteous person can sing and rejoice.
7The righteous person cares for the legal rights of the poor;
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the wicked does not understand such knowledge.
8 Scornful people inflame a city,
but those who are wise turn awaywrath.
9 If a wise person goes to court with a foolish person,
there is no peace whether he is angry or laughs.
10Bloodthirsty people hate someone with integrity;
as for the upright, they seek his life.
11A fool lets fly with all his temper,
but a wise person keeps it back.
12 If a ruler listens to lies,
all his ministers will be wicked.
13The poor person and the oppressor have this in common:
the LORD gives light to the eyes of them both.
14 If a king judges the poor in truth,
his throne will be established forever.
15A rod and reproof impart wisdom,
but a child who is unrestrained brings shame to his mother.
16When the wicked increase, transgression increases,
but the righteous will see their downfall.
17Discipline your child, and he will give you rest;
he will bring you happiness.
18When there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint,
but the one who keeps the law, blessed is he!
19A servant cannot be corrected by words,
for although he understands, there is no answer.
20Do you see someone who is hasty in his words?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.
21 If someone pampers his servant from youth,
he will be a weakling in the end.
22An angry person stirs up dissension,
and a wrathful person is abounding in transgression.
23A person’s pride will bring him low,
but one who has a lowly spirit will gain honor.
24Whoever shares with a thief is his own enemy;
he hears the oath to testify, but does not talk.
25The fear of people becomes a snare,
but whoever trusts in the LORD will be set on high.
26Many people seek the face of a ruler,
but it is from the LORD that one receives justice.
27An unjust person is an abomination to the righteous,
and the one who lives an upright life is an abomination to the wicked.

30
1The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh; an oracle:
This man says to Ithiel, to Ithiel and to Ukal:
2 Surely I ammore brutish than any other human being,
and I do not have human understanding;
3 I have not learned wisdom,
nor do I have knowledge of the Holy One.
4Who has ascended into heaven, and then descended?
Who has gathered up the winds in his fists?
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Who has bound up the waters in his cloak?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?
What is his name, and what is his son’s name? – if you know!
5Every word of God is purified;
he is like a shield for those who take refuge in him.
6Do not add to his words,
lest he reprove you, and prove you to be a liar.
7Two things I ask from you;
do not refuse me before I die:
8Remove falsehood and lies far fromme;
do not give me poverty or riches,
feedmewithmy allotted portion of bread,
9 lest I become satisfied and act deceptively
and say, “Who is the LORD|strong="H3069"?”
Or lest I become poor and steal
and demean the name of my God.
10Do not slander a servant to his master,
lest he curse you, and you are found guilty.
11There is a generation who curse their fathers
and do not bless their mothers.
12There is a generation who are pure in their own eyes
and yet are not washed from their filthiness.
13There is a generation whose eyes are so lofty,
and whose eyelids are lifted up disdainfully.
14There is a generation whose teeth are like swords
and whosemolars are like knives
to devour the poor from the earth
and the needy from among the human race.
15The leech has two daughters:
“Give! Give!”
There are three things that are never satisfied,
four that never say, “Enough” –
16 the grave, the barren womb,
land that is not satisfied with water,
and fire that never says, “Enough!”
17The eye that mocks at a father
and despises obeying amother –
the ravens of the valley will peck it out
and the young vultures will eat it.
18There are three things that are too wonderful for me,
four that I do not understand:
19 the way of an eagle in the sky,
the way of a snake on a rock,
the way of a ship in the sea,
and the way of a manwith a woman.
20This is the way of an adulterous woman:
she eats and wipes her mouth
and says, “I have not done wrong.”
21Under three things the earth trembles,
and under four things it cannot bear up:
22under a servant who becomes king,
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under a fool who is stuffed with food,
23under an unloved womanwho is married,
and under a female servant who dispossesses her mistress.
24There are four things on earth that are small,
but they are exceedingly wise:
25ants are creatures with little strength,
but they prepare their food in the summer;
26 rock badgers are creatures with little power,
but theymake their homes in the crags;
27 locusts have no king,
but they all go forward by ranks;
28a lizard you can catch with the hand,
but it gets into the palaces of the king.
29There are three things that are magnificent in their step,
four things that move about magnificently:
30a lion, mightiest of the beasts,
who does not retreat from anything;
31a strutting rooster, a male goat,
and a king with his army around him.
32 If you have done foolishly by exalting yourself
or if you have planned evil,
put your hand over yourmouth!
33For as the churning of milk produces butter
and as punching the nose produces blood,
so stirring up anger produces strife.

31
1The words of King Lemuel,
an oracle that his mother taught him:
2Omy son, O son of mywomb,
O son of my vows,
3Do not give your strength to women,
nor your ways to that which ruins kings.
4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel,
it is not for kings to drink wine,
or for rulers to crave strong drink,
5 lest they drink and forget what is decreed,
and remove from all the poor their legal rights.
6Give strong drink to the one who is perishing,
and wine to those who are bitterly distressed;
7 let them drink and forget their poverty,
and remember their misery nomore.
8Open yourmouth on behalf of those unable to speak,
for the legal rights of all the dying.
9Open yourmouth, judge in righteousness,
and plead the cause of the poor and needy.

TheWife of Noble Character
10Who can find a wife of noble character?
For her value is far more than rubies.
11The heart of her husband has confidence in her,
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and he has no lack of gain.
12 She brings him good and not evil
all the days of her life.
13 She obtains wool and flax,
and she is pleased to work with her hands.
14 She is like themerchant ships;
she brings her food from afar.
15 She also gets up while it is still night,
and provides food for her household and a portion to her female servants.
16 She considers a field and buys it;
from her own income she plants a vineyard.
17 She begins her work vigorously,
and she strengthens her arms.
18 She knows that her merchandise is good,
and her lamp does not go out in the night.
19Her hands take hold of the distaff,
and her hands grasp the spindle.
20 She extends her hand to the poor,
and reaches out her hand to the needy.
21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household,
for all of her household are clothed with scarlet.
22 Shemakes for herself coverlets;
her clothing is fine linen and purple.
23Her husband is well-known in the city gate
when he sits with the elders of the land.
24 Shemakes linen garments and sells them,
and supplies themerchants with sashes.
25 She is clothed with strength and honor,
and she can laugh at the time to come.
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,
and loving instruction is on her tongue.
27 She watches over the ways of her household,
and does not eat the bread of idleness.
28Her children rise up and call her blessed,
her husband also praises her:
29 “Many daughters have done valiantly,
but you surpass them all!”
30Charm is deceitful and beauty is fleeting,
but a womanwho fears the LORD|strong="H3069" will be praised.
31Give her credit for what she has accomplished,
and let her works praise her in the city gates.
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Ecclesiastes
Title

1The words of the Teacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem:
Introduction: Utter Futility

2 “Futile! Futile!” laments the Teacher,
“Absolutely futile! Everything is futile!”

Futility Illustrated fromNature
3What benefit do people get from all the effort
which they expend on earth?
4A generation comes and a generation goes,
but the earth remains the same through the ages.
5The sun rises and the sun sets;
it hurries away to a place fromwhich it rises again.
6The wind goes to the south and circles around to the north;
round and round the wind goes and on its rounds it returns.
7All the streams flow into the sea, but the sea is not full,
and to the place where the streams flow, there they will flow again.
8All this monotony is tiresome; no one can bear to describe it:
The eye is never satisfied with seeing, nor is the ear ever content with hearing.
9What exists now is what will be,
and what has been done is what will be done;
there is nothing truly new on earth.
10 Is there anything about which someone can say, “Look at this! It is new!”?
It was already done long ago, before our time.
11No one remembers the former events,
nor will anyone remember the events that are yet to happen;
they will not be remembered by the future generations.

Futility of Secular Accomplishment
12 I, the Teacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem.
13 I decided to carefully and thoroughly examine
all that has been accomplished on earth.
I concluded: God has given people a burdensome task
that keeps them occupied.
14 I reflected on everything that is accomplished byman on earth,
and I concluded: Everything he has accomplished is futile – like chasing the wind!
15What is bent cannot be straightened,
and what is missing cannot be supplied.

Futility of SecularWisdom
16 I thought to myself,
“I have becomemuchwiser than any of my predecessors who ruled over Jerusalem;
I have acquiredmuchwisdom and knowledge.”
17 So I decided to discern the benefit of wisdom and knowledge over foolish behavior

and ideas;
however, I concluded that even this endeavor is like trying to chase the wind!
18For with great wisdom comes great frustration;
whoever increases his knowledgemerely increases his heartache.
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2
1

Futility of Self-Indulgent Pleasure I thought tomyself,
“Come now, I will try self-indulgent pleasure to see if it is worthwhile.”
But I found that it also is futile.
2 I said of partying, “It is folly,”
and of self-indulgent pleasure, “It accomplishes nothing!”
3 I thought deeply about the effects of indulgingmyself with wine
(all the while mymindwas guidingmewith wisdom)
and the effects of behaving foolishly,
so that I might discover what is profitable
for people to do on earth during the few days of their lives.

Futility ofMaterialism
4 I increasedmy possessions:
I built houses for myself;
I planted vineyards for myself.
5 I designed royal gardens and parks for myself,
and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.
6 I constructed pools of water for myself,
to irrigate my grove of flourishing trees.
7 I purchasedmale and female slaves,
and I owned slaves whowere born inmy house;
I also possessedmore livestock – both herds and flocks –
than any of my predecessors in Jerusalem.
8 I also amassed silver and gold for myself,
as well as valuable treasures taken from kingdoms and provinces.
I acquiredmale singers and female singers for myself,
and what gives aman sensual delight – a harem of beautiful concubines!
9 So I was far wealthier than all my predecessors in Jerusalem,
yet I maintainedmy objectivity:
10 I did not restrainmyself from getting whatever I wanted;
I did not denymyself anything that would bringme pleasure.
So all my accomplishments gaveme joy;
this wasmy reward for all my effort.
11Yet when I reflected on everything I had accomplished
and on all the effort that I had expended to accomplish it,
I concluded: “All these achievements and possessions are ultimately profitless –
like chasing the wind!
There is nothing gained from them on earth.”

Wisdom is Better than Folly
12Next, I decided to consider wisdom, as well as foolish behavior and ideas.
For what more can the king’s successor do than what the king has already done?
13 I realized that wisdom is preferable to folly,
just as light is preferable to darkness:
14The wise man can see where he is going, but the fool walks in darkness.
Yet I also realized that the same fate happens to them both.
15 So I thought to myself, “The fate of the fool will happen even tome!
Then what did I gain by becoming so excessively wise?”
So I lamented to myself,
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“The benefits of wisdom are ultimately meaningless!”
16For the wise man, like the fool, will not be remembered for very long,
because in the days to come, both will already have been forgotten.
Alas, the wise man dies – just like the fool!
17 So I loathed life because what
happens on earth seems awful to me;
for all the benefits of wisdom are futile – like chasing the wind.

Futility of Being aWorkaholic
18 So I loathed all the fruit of my effort,
for which I worked so hard on earth,
because I must leave it behind in the hands of my successor.
19Who knows if he will be a wise man or a fool?
Yet he will be master over all the fruit of my labor
for which I worked so wisely on earth!
This also is futile!
20 So I began to despair about all the fruit of my labor
for which I worked so hard on earth.
21For amanmay do his work with wisdom, knowledge, and skill;
however, he must hand over the fruit of his labor as an inheritance
to someone else who did not work for it.
This also is futile, and an awful injustice!

Painful Days and Restless Nights
22What does aman acquire from all his labor
and from the anxiety that accompanies his toil on earth?
23For all day long his work produces pain and frustration,
and even at night his mind cannot relax!
This also is futile!

EnjoyWork and its Benefits
24There is nothing better for people than to eat and drink,
and to find enjoyment in their work.
I also perceived that this ability to find enjoyment comes from God.
25For no one can eat and drink
or experience joy apart from him.
26For to the one who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy,
but to the sinner, he gives the task of amassing wealth –
only to give it to the one who pleases God.
This task of the wicked is futile – like chasing the wind!

3
1For everything there is an appointed time,
and an appropriate time for every activity on earth:
2A time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to uproot what was planted;
3A time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time tomourn, and a time to dance.
5A time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6A time to search, and a time to give something up as lost;
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a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
7A time to rip, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silent, and a time to speak.
8A time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

Man is Ignorant of God’s Timing
9What benefit can a worker gain from his toil?
10 I have observed the burden
that God has given to people to keep them occupied.
11God hasmade everything fit beautifully in its appropriate time,
but he has also placed ignorance in the human heart
so that people cannot discover what God has ordained,
from the beginning to the end of their lives.

Enjoy Life in the Present
12 I have concluded that there is nothing better for people
than to be happy and to enjoy
themselves as long as they live,
13and also that everyone should eat and drink, and find enjoyment in all his toil,
for these things are a gift from God.

God’s Sovereignty
14 I also know that whatever God does will endure forever;
nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken away from it.
God has made it this way, so that menwill fear him.
15Whatever exists now has already been, and whatever will be has already been;
for God will seek to do again what has occurred in the past.

The Problem of Injustice and Oppression
16 I saw something else on earth:
In the place of justice, there was wickedness,
and in the place of fairness, there was wickedness.
17 I thought to myself, “Godwill judge both the righteous and the wicked;
for there is an appropriate time for every activity,
and there is a time of judgment for every deed.
18 I also thought to myself, “It is for the sake of people,
so God can clearly show them that they are like animals.
19For the fate of humans and the fate of animals are the same:
As one dies, so dies the other; both have the same breath.
There is no advantage for humans over animals,
for both are fleeting.
20Both go to the same place,
both come from the dust,
and to dust both return.
21Who really knows if the human spirit ascends upward,
and the animal’s spirit descends into the earth?
22 So I perceived there is nothing better than for people to enjoy their work,
because that is their reward;
for who can show themwhat the future holds?

4
1 So I again considered all the oppression that continually occurs on earth.
This is what I saw:
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The oppressed were in tears, but no one was comforting them;
no one delivers them from the power of their oppressors.
2 So I considered those who are dead and gone
more fortunate than those who are still alive.
3But better than both is the one who has not been born
and has not seen the evil things that are done on earth.

LaborMotivated by Envy
4Then I considered all the skillful work that is done:
Surely it is nothingmore than competition between one person and another.
This also is profitless – like chasing the wind.
5The fool folds his hands and does no work,
so he has nothing to eat but his own flesh.
6Better is one handful with some rest
than two hands full of toil and chasing the wind.

LaborMotivated by Greed
7 So I again considered another futile thing on earth:
8Amanwho is all alone with no companion,
he has no children nor siblings;
yet there is no end to all his toil,
and he is never satisfied with riches.
He laments, “For whom am I toiling and deprivingmyself of pleasure?”
This also is futile and a burdensome task!

Labor is BeneficialWhen Its Rewards Are Shared
9Two people are better than one,
because they can reapmore benefit from their labor.
10For if they fall, one will help his companion up,
but pity the person who falls down and has no one to help him up.
11Furthermore, if two lie down together, they can keep each other warm,
but how can one person keep warm by himself?
12Although an assailant may overpower one person,
two can withstand him.
Moreover, a three-stranded cord is not quickly broken.

LaborMotivated by Prestige-Seeking
13A poor but wise youth is better than an old and foolish king
who no longer knows how to receive advice.
14For he came out of prison to become king,
even though he had been born poor in what would become his kingdom.
15 I considered all the living whowalk on earth,
as well as the successor whowould arise in his place.
16There is no end to all the people nor to the past generations,
yet future generations will not rejoice in him.
This also is profitless and like chasing the wind.

5
1Be careful what you do when you go to the temple of God;
draw near to listen rather than to offer a sacrifice like fools,
for they do not realize that they are doing wrong.
2Donot be rashwith yourmouth or hasty in your heart to bring up amatter beforeGod,
for God is in heaven and you are on earth!
Therefore, let your words be few.
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3 Just as dreams comewhen there are many cares,
so the rash vow of a fool occurs when there are manywords.
4When youmake a vow to God, do not delay in paying it.
For God takes no pleasure in fools:
Pay what you vow!
5 It is better for you not to vow
than to vow and not pay it.
6Do not let yourmouth cause you to sin,
and do not tell the priest, “It was amistake!”
Whymake God angry at you
so that he would destroy the work of your hands?”
7 Just as there is futility in many dreams,
so also inmanywords.
Therefore, fear God!

Government Corruption
8 If you see the extortion of the poor,
or the perversion of justice and fairness in the government,
do not be astonished by thematter.
For the high official is watched by a higher official,
and there are higher ones over them!
9The produce of the land is seized by all of them,
even the king is served by the fields.

Covetousness
10The one who loves money will never be satisfied withmoney,
he who loves wealth will never be satisfied with his income.
This also is futile.
11When someone’s prosperity increases, those who consume it also increase;
so what does its owner gain, except that he gets to see it with his eyes?
12The sleep of the laborer is pleasant –whether he eats little or much –
but the wealth of the rich will not allow him to sleep.

Materialism Thwarts Enjoyment of Life
13Here is a misfortune on earth that I have seen:
Wealth hoarded by its owner to his ownmisery.
14Then that wealth was lost through bad luck;
although he fathered a son, he has nothing left to give him.
15 Just as he came forth from his mother's womb, naked will he return as he came,
and he will take nothing in his hand that hemay carry away from his toil.
16This is another misfortune:
Just as he came, so will he go.
What did he gain from toiling for the wind?
17 Surely, he ate in darkness every day of his life,
and he suffered greatly with sickness and anger.

Enjoy the Fruit of Your Labor
18 I have seen personally what is the only beneficial and appropriate course of action

for people:
to eat and drink, and find enjoyment in all their hard work on earth
during the few days of their life which God has given them,
for this is their reward.
19To everymanwhomGod has given wealth, and possessions,
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he has also given him the ability
to eat from them, to receive his reward and to find enjoyment in his toil;
these things are the gift of God.
20For he does not thinkmuch about the fleeting days of his life
because God keeps him preoccupied with the joy he derives from his activity.

6
1Here is another misfortune that I have seen on earth,
and it weighs heavily on people:
2God gives aman riches, property, and wealth
so that he lacks nothing that his heart desires,
yet God does not enable him to enjoy the fruit of his labor –
instead, someone else enjoys it!
This is fruitless and a gravemisfortune.
3Even if a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years –
even if he lives a long, long time, but cannot enjoy his prosperity –
even if he were to live forever –
I would say, “A stillborn child is better off than he is!”
4 Though the stillborn child came into the world for no reason and departed into

darkness,
though its name is shrouded in darkness,
5 though it never saw the light of day nor knew anything,
yet it has more rest than that man –
6 if he should live a thousand years twice, yet does not enjoy his prosperity.
For both of them die!
7All of man’s labor is for nothingmore than to fill his stomach –
yet his appetite is never satisfied!
8 So what advantage does a wise man have over a fool?
Andwhat advantage does a pauper gain by knowing how to survive?
9 It is better to be content with what the eyes can see
than for one’s heart always to cravemore.
This continual longing is futile – like chasing the wind.

The FutileWay LifeWorks
10Whatever has happened was foreordained,
and what happens to a person was also foreknown.
It is useless for him to argue with God about his fate
because God is more powerful than he is.
11Themore one argues with words, the less he accomplishes.
How does that benefit him?
12For no one knows what is best for a person during his life –
during the few days of his fleeting life –
for they pass away like a shadow.
Nor can anyone tell himwhat the future will hold for him on earth.

7
1A good reputation is better than precious perfume;
likewise, the day of one’s death is better than the day of one’s birth.
2 It is better to go to a funeral
than a feast.
For death is the destiny of every person,
and the living should take this to heart.
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3 Sorrow is better than laughter,
because sober reflection is good for the heart.
4The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning,
but the heart of fools is in the house of merrymaking.

Frivolous Living VersusWisdom
5 It is better for a person to receive a rebuke from those who are wise
than to listen to the song of fools.
6For like the crackling of quick-burning thorns under a cooking pot,
so is the laughter of the fool.
This kind of folly also is useless.

HumanWisdomOverturned by Adversity
7 Surely oppression can turn a wise person into a fool;
likewise, a bribe corrupts the heart.
8The end of a matter is better than its beginning;
likewise, patience is better than pride.
9Do not let yourself be quickly provoked,
for anger resides in the lap of fools.
10Do not say, “Whywere the old days better than these days?”
for it is not wise to ask that.

WisdomCan Lengthen One’s Life
11Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing;
it benefits those who see the light of day.
12For wisdom provides protection,
just as money provides protection.
But the advantage of knowledge is this:
Wisdom preserves the life of its owner.

WisdomAcknowledges God’s Orchestration of Life
13Consider the work of God:
For who canmake straight what he has bent?
14 In times of prosperity be joyful,
but in times of adversity consider this:
God has made one as well as the other,
so that no one can discover what the future holds.

Exceptions to the Law of Retribution
15During the days of my fleeting life I have seen both of these things:
Sometimes a righteous person dies prematurely in spite of his righteousness,
and sometimes a wicked person lives long in spite of his evil deeds.
16 So do not be excessively righteous or excessively wise;
otherwise youmight be disappointed.
17Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a fool;
otherwise youmight die before your time.
18 It is best to take hold of one warning without letting go of the other warning;
for the one who fears God will follow both warnings.

WisdomNeeded Because NoOne is Truly Righteous
19Wisdom gives a wise personmore protection
than ten rulers in a city.
20For there is not one truly righteous person on the earth
who continually does good and never sins.
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21Also, do not pay attention to everything that people say;
otherwise, youmight even hear your servant cursing you.
22For you know in your own heart
that you also have cursed others many times.

HumanWisdom is Limited
23 I have examined all this by wisdom;
I said, “I am determined to comprehend this” – but it was beyondmy grasp.
24Whatever has happened is beyond human understanding;
it is far deeper than anyone can fathom.

True Righteousness andWisdom are Virtually Nonexistent
25 I tried to understand, examine, and comprehend
the role of wisdom in the scheme of things,
and to understand the stupidity of wickedness and the insanity of folly.
26 I discovered this:
More bitter than death is the kind of womanwho is like a hunter’s snare;
her heart is like a hunter’s net and her hands are like prison chains.
Themanwho pleases God escapes her,
but the sinner is captured by her.
27The Teacher says:
I discovered this while trying to discover the scheme of things, item by item.
28What I have continually sought, I have not found;
I have found only one upright man among a thousand,
but I have not found one upright woman among all of them.
29This alone have I discovered: Godmade humankind upright,
but they have sought many evil schemes.

8
1Who is a wise person? Who knows the solution to a problem?
A person’s wisdom brightens his appearance, and softens his harsh countenance.
2Obey the king’s command,
because you took an oath before God to be loyal to him.
3 Do not rush out of the king’s presence in haste – do not delay when the matter is

unpleasant,
for he can do whatever he pleases.
4 Surely the king’s authority is absolute;
no one can say to him, “What are you doing?”
5Whoever obeys his commandwill not experience harm,
and a wise person knows the proper time and procedure.
6For there is a proper time and procedure for everymatter,
for the oppression of the king is severe upon his victim.
7 Surely no one knows the future,
and no one can tell another person what will happen.
8 Just as no one has power over the wind to restrain it,
so no one has power over the day of his death.
Just as no one can be discharged during the battle,
so wickedness cannot rescue the wicked.
9While applyingmymind to everything that happens in this world, I have seen all this:
Sometimes one person dominates other people to their harm.

Contradictions to the Law of Retribution
10Not only that, but I have seen the wicked approaching and entering the temple,



Ecclesiastes 8:11 817 Ecclesiastes 9:4

and as they left the holy temple, they
boasted in the city that they had done so.
This also is an enigma.
11When a sentence is not executed at once against a crime,
the human heart is encouraged to do evil.
12Even though a sinner might commit a hundred crimes and still live a long time,
yet I know that it will go well with God-fearing people – for they stand in fear before

him.
13But it will not go well with the wicked,
nor will they prolong their days like a shadow,
because they do not stand in fear before God.
14Here is another enigma that occurs on earth:
Sometimes there are righteous people who get what the wicked deserve,
and sometimes there are wicked people who get what the righteous deserve.
I said, “This also is an enigma.”

Enjoy Life In Spite of Its Injustices
15 So I recommend the enjoyment of life,
for there is nothing better on earth for a person to do except to eat, drink, and enjoy life.
So joy will accompany him in his toil
during the days of his life which God gives him on earth.

Limitations of HumanWisdom
16When I tried to gain wisdom
and to observe the activity on earth –
even though it prevents anyone from sleeping day or night –
17 then I discerned all that God has done:
No one really comprehends what happens on earth.
Despite all human efforts to discover it, no one can ever grasp it.
Even if a wise person claimed that he understood,
he would not really comprehend it.

9
1 So I reflected on all this, attempting to clear it all up.
I concluded that the righteous and the wise, as well as their works, are in the hand of

God;
whether a person will be loved or hated –
no one knows what lies ahead.
2Everyone shares the same fate –
the righteous and the wicked,
the good and the bad,
the ceremonially clean and unclean,
those who offer sacrifices and those who do not.
What happens to the good person, also happens to the sinner;
what happens to those who make vows, also happens to those who are afraid to make

vows.
3This is the unfortunate fact about everything that happens on earth:
the same fate awaits everyone.
In addition to this, the hearts of all people are full of evil,
and there is folly in their hearts during their lives – then they die.

Better to Be Poor but Alive than Rich but Dead
4But whoever is among the living has hope;
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a live dog is better than a dead lion.
5For the living know that they will die, but the dead do not know anything;
they have no further reward – and even thememory of them disappears.
6What they loved, as well as what they hated and envied, perished long ago,
and they no longer have a part in anything that happens on earth.

Life is Brief, so Cherish its Joys
7Go, eat your food with joy,
and drink your wine with a happy heart,
because God has already approved your works.
8Let your clothes always be white,
and do not spare precious ointment on your head.
9Enjoy life with your beloved wife during all the days of your fleeting life
that God has given you on earth during all your fleeting days;
for that is your reward in life and in your burdensomework on earth.
10Whatever you find to do with your hands,
do it with all yourmight,
because there is neither work nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom in the grave,
the place where you will eventually go.

WisdomCannot Protect against Seemingly Chance Events
11Again, I observed this on the earth:
the race is not always won by the swiftest,
the battle is not always won by the strongest;
prosperity does not always belong to those who are the wisest,
wealth does not always belong to those who are themost discerning,
nor does success always come to those with themost knowledge –
for time and chancemay overcome them all.
12 Surely, no one knows his appointed time!
Like fish that are caught in a deadly net, and like birds that are caught in a snare –
just like them, all people are ensnared at an unfortunate time that falls upon them

suddenly.
Most People Are Not Receptive toWise Counsel

13This is what I also observed about wisdom on earth,
and it is a great burden tome:
14There was once a small city with a fewmen in it,
and amighty king attacked it, besieging it and building strong siege works against it.
15However, a poor but wise man lived in the city,
and he could have delivered the city by his wisdom,
but no one listened to that poor man.
16 So I concluded that wisdom is better thanmight,
but a poor man’s wisdom is despised; no one ever listens to his advice.

Wisdom versus Fools, Sin, and Folly
17The words of the wise are heard in quiet,
more than the shouting of a ruler is heard among fools.
18Wisdom is better than weapons of war,
but one sinner can destroymuch that is good.

10
1One dead flymakes the perfumer’s ointment give off a rancid stench,
so a little folly can outweighmuchwisdom.
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WisdomCan Be Nullified By the Caprice of Rulers
2Awise person’s good sense protects him,
but a fool’s lack of sense leaves him vulnerable.
3Evenwhen a fool walks along the road he lacks sense,
and shows everyone what a fool he is.
4 If the anger of the ruler flares up against you, do not resign from your position,
for a calm response can undo great offenses.
5 I have seen another misfortune on the earth:
It is an error a ruler makes.
6Fools are placed inmany positions of authority,
while wealthymen sit in lowly positions.
7 I have seen slaves on horseback
and princes walking on foot like slaves.

Wisdom is Needed to Avert Dangers in Everyday Life
8Onewho digs a pit may fall into it,
and one who breaks through a wall may be bitten by a snake.
9Onewho quarries stones may be injured by them;
one who splits logs may be endangered by them.
10 If an iron axhead is blunt and a workman does not sharpen its edge,
hemust exert a great deal of effort;
so wisdom has the advantage of giving success.
11 If the snake should bite before it is charmed,
the snake charmer is in trouble.

Words andWorks ofWiseMen and Fools
12The words of a wise person win him favor,
but the words of a fool are self-destructive.
13At the beginning his words are foolish
and at the end his talk is wickedmadness,
14yet a fool keeps on babbling.
No one knows what will happen;
who can tell himwhat will happen in the future?
15The toil of a stupid fool wears him out,
because he does not even know the way to the city.

The Problemwith Foolish Rulers
16Woe to you, O land, when your king is childish,
and your princes feast in themorning!
17Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of nobility,
and your princes feast at the proper time –with self-control and not in drunkenness.
18Because of laziness the roof caves in,
and because of idle hands the house leaks.
19Feasts are made for laughter,
and winemakes life merry,
but money is the answer for everything.
20Do not curse a king even in your thoughts,
and do not curse the rich while in your bedroom;
for a birdmight report what you are thinking,
or somewinged creature might repeat your words.

11
1 Send your grain overseas,
for after many days you will get a return.
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2Divide yourmerchandise among seven or even eight investments,
for you do not knowwhat calamity may happen on earth.
3 If the clouds are full of rain, they will empty themselves on the earth,
and whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, the tree will lie wherever it falls.
4Hewhowatches the wind will not sow,
and he who observes the clouds will not reap.
5 Just as you do not know the path of the wind,
or how the bones form in the womb of a pregnant woman,
so you do not know the work of God whomakes everything.
6 Sow your seed in themorning,
and do not stop working until the evening;
for you do not knowwhich activity will succeed –
whether this one or that one, or whether both will prosper equally.

Life Should Be Enjoyed Because Death is Inevitable
7Light is sweet,
and it is pleasant for a person to see the sun.
8 So, if a man lives many years, let him rejoice in them all,
but let him remember that the days of darkness will bemany – all that is about to come

is obscure.
Enjoy Life to the Fullest under the Fear of God

9Rejoice, youngman, while you are young,
and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth.
Follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes,
but know that God will judge yourmotives and actions.
10Banish emotional stress from yourmind.
and put away pain from your body;
for youth and the prime of life are fleeting.

12
1 So remember your Creator in the days of your youth –
before the difficult days come,
and the years draw near when youwill say, “I have no pleasure in them”;
2before the sun and the light of themoon and the stars grow dark,
and the clouds disappear after the rain;
3when those who keep watch over the house begin to tremble,
and the virile men begin to stoop over,
and the grinders begin to cease because they grow few,
and those who look through the windows grow dim,
4and the doors along the street are shut;
when the sound of the grindingmill grows low,
and one is awakened by the sound of a bird,
and all their songs grow faint,
5and they are afraid of heights and the dangers in the street;
the almond blossoms growwhite,
and the grasshopper drags itself along,
and the caper berry shrivels up –
becauseman goes to his eternal home,
and themourners go about in the streets –
6before the silver cord is removed,
or the golden bowl is broken,
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or the pitcher is shattered at the well,
or the water wheel is broken at the cistern –
7and the dust returns to the earth as it was,
and the life’s breath returns to God who gave it.

Concluding Refrain: Qoheleth Restates His Thesis
8 “Absolutely futile!” laments the Teacher,
“All of these things are futile!”

Concluding Epilogue: Qoheleth’s Advice isWise
9Not only was the Teacher wise,
but he also taught knowledge to the people;
he carefully evaluated and arrangedmany proverbs.
10The Teacher sought to find delightful words,
and to write accurately truthful sayings.
11The words of the sages are like prods,
and the collected sayings are like firmly fixed nails;
they are given by one shepherd.

Concluding Exhortation: Fear God and Obey His Commands!
12Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them.
There is no end to themaking of many books,
andmuch study is exhausting to the body.
13Having heard everything, I have reached this conclusion:
Fear God and keep his commandments,
because this is the whole duty of man.
14For Godwill evaluate every deed,
including every secret thing, whether good or evil.
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Song of Songs
Title/Superscription

1 Solomon’s Most Excellent Love Song.
The Desire for Love
The Beloved|strong="H1730" toHer Lover:

2Oh, how I wish you would kiss me passionately!
For your lovemaking is more delightful than wine.
3The fragrance of your colognes is delightful;
your name is like the finest perfume.
No wonder the young women adore you!
4Drawme after you; let us hurry!
May the king bringme into his bedroom chambers!

TheMaidens to the Lover:*|strong="H1523"
Wewill rejoice and delight in you;
we will praise your lovemore than wine.
The Beloved to Her Lover:|strong="H1730"
How rightly the young women adore you!

The CountryMaiden and the Daughters of Jerusalem
The Beloved to theMaidens:|strong="H0589"

5 I am dark but lovely, Omaidens of Jerusalem,
dark like the tents of Qedar,
lovely like the tent curtains of Salmah.
6Do not stare at me because I am dark,
for the sun has burnedmy skin.
My brothers were angry withme;
theymademe the keeper of the vineyards.
Alas, my own vineyard I could not keep!

The Shepherd and the Shepherdess
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H5046"

7Tell me, O you whommy heart loves,
where do you pasture your sheep?
Where do you rest your sheep during themidday heat?
Tell me lest I wander around
beside the flocks of your companions!

The Lover to His Beloved:
8 If you do not know, Omost beautiful of women,
simply follow the tracks of my flock,
and pasture your little lambs
beside the tents of the shepherds.

The Beautiful Mare and the FragrantMyrrh
The Lover toHis Beloved:|strong="H7474"

9Omy beloved, you are like amare
among Pharaoh’s stallions.
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10Your cheeks are beautiful with ornaments;
your neck is lovely with strings of jewels.
11Wewill make for you gold ornaments
studded with silver.

The Beloved about Her Lover:
12While the king was at his banqueting table,
my nard gave forth its fragrance.
13My beloved is like a fragrant pouch of myrrh
spending the night betweenmy breasts.
14My beloved is like a cluster of henna blossoms
in the vineyards of En-Gedi.

Mutual Praise and Admiration
The Lover toHis Beloved:|strong="H2005"

15Oh, how beautiful you are, my beloved!
Oh, how beautiful you are!
Your eyes are like doves!

The Beloved to Her Lover:
16Oh, how handsome you are, my lover!
Oh, how delightful you are!
The lush foliage is our canopied bed;
17 the cedars are the beams of our bedroom chamber;
the pines are the rafters of our bedroom.

2
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H0589"

1 I am ameadow flower from Sharon,
a lily from the valleys.

The Lover to His Beloved:
2Like a lily among the thorns,
so is my darling among themaidens.

The Beloved about Her Lover:
3Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest,
so is my beloved among the youngmen.
I delight to sit in his shade,
and his fruit is sweet to my taste.

The Banquet Hall for the Love-Sick
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:|strong="H0935"

4He brought me into the banquet hall,
and he looked at me lovingly.
5 Sustainmewith raisin cakes,
refreshmewith apples,
for I am faint with love.
The Double Refrain: Embracing and Adjuration
6His left hand caresses my head,
and his right hand stimulates me.

The Beloved to theMaidens:
7 I adjure you, Omaidens of Jerusalem,
by the gazelles and by the young does of the open fields:
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Do not awaken or arouse love until it pleases!
The Arrival of the Lover
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:|strong="H6963"

8Listen! My lover is approaching!
Look! Here he comes,
leaping over themountains,
bounding over the hills!
9My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag.
Look! There he stands behind our wall,
gazing through the window,
peering through the lattice.

The Season of Love and the Song of the Turtle-Dove
The Lover|strong="H6030" toHis Beloved:

10My lover spoke to me, saying:
“Arise, my darling;
My beautiful one, come away withme!
11Look! The winter has passed,
the winter rains are over and gone.
12The pomegranates have appeared in the land,
the time for pruning and singing has come;
the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
13The fig tree has budded,
the vines have blossomed and give off their fragrance.
Arise, come awaymy darling;
my beautiful one, come away withme!”

The Dove in the Clefts of En-Gedi
The Lover toHis Beloved:|strong="H3123"

14Omy dove, in the clefts of the rock,
in the hiding places of themountain crags,
let me see your face,
let me hear your voice;
for your voice is sweet,
and your face is lovely.

The Foxes in the Vineyard
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H0270"

15Catch the foxes for us,
the little foxes,
that ruin the vineyards –
for our vineyard is in bloom.

Poetic Refrain: Mutual Possession
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:|strong="H1730"

16My lover is mine and I am his;
he grazes among the lilies.

The Gazelle and the RuggedMountains
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H5704"

17Until the dawn arrives and the shadows flee,
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turn, my beloved –
be like a gazelle or a young stag
on themountain gorges.

3
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:|strong="H3915"

1All night long onmy bed
I longed for my lover.
I longed for him but he never appeared.
2 “I will arise and look all around throughout the town,
and throughout the streets and squares;
I will search for my beloved.”
I searched for him but I did not find him.
3The night watchmen foundme – the ones who guard the city walls.
“Have you seenmy beloved?”
4 Scarcely had I passed them by
when I foundmy beloved!
I held onto him tightly and would not let him go
until I brought him tomymother’s house,
to the bedroom chamber of the one who conceivedme.

The Adjuration Refrain
The Beloved to theMaidens:|strong="H5782"

5 I admonish you, Omaidens of Jerusalem,
by the gazelles and by the young does of the open fields:
“Do not awake or arouse love until it pleases!”

The RoyalWedding Procession
The Speaker:|strong="H4310"

6Who is this coming up from the desert
like a column of smoke,
like a fragrant billow of myrrh and frankincense,
every kind of fragrant powder of the travelingmerchants?
7Look! It is Solomon’s portable couch!
It is surrounded by sixty warriors,
some of Israel’s mightiest warriors.
8All of them are skilled with a sword,
well-trained in the art of warfare.
Each has his sword at his side,
to guard against the terrors of the night.
9King Solomonmade a sedan chair for himself
of wood imported from Lebanon.
10 Its posts weremade of silver;
its back wasmade of gold.
Its seat was upholstered with purple wool;
its interior was inlaid with leather by themaidens of Jerusalem.
11Come out, Omaidens of Zion,
and gaze upon King Solomon!
He is wearing the crownwith which his mother crowned him
on his wedding day,
on themost joyous day of his life!
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4
The Lover |strong="H2005" toHis Beloved:

1Oh, you are beautiful, my darling!
Oh, you are beautiful!
Your eyes behind your veil are like doves.
Your hair is like a flock of female goats
descending fromMount Gilead.
2Your teeth are like a flock of newly-shorn sheep
coming up from the washing place;
each of them has a twin,
and not one of them is missing.
3Your lips are like a scarlet thread;
yourmouth is lovely.
Your forehead behind your veil
is like a slice of pomegranate.
4Your neck is like the tower of David
built with courses of stones;
one thousand shields are hung on it –
all shields of valiant warriors.
5Your two breasts are like two fawns,
twins of the gazelle
grazing among the lilies.
6Until the dawn arrives
and the shadows flee,
I will go up to themountain of myrrh,
and to the hill of frankincense.
7You are altogether beautiful, my darling!
There is no blemish in you!

TheWedding Night: Beautiful as Lebanon
8Comewithme from Lebanon, my bride,
comewithme from Lebanon.
Descend from the crest of Amana,
from the top of Senir, the summit of Hermon,
from the lions’ dens
and themountain haunts of the leopards.
9You have stolenmy heart, my sister, my bride!
You have stolenmy heart with one glance of your eyes,
with one jewel of your necklace.
10How delightful is your love, my sister, my bride!
Howmuch better is your love than wine;
the fragrance of your perfume is better than any spice!
11Your lips drip sweetness like the honeycomb, my bride,
honey andmilk are under your tongue.
The fragrance of your garments is like the fragrance of Lebanon.

TheWedding Night: The Delightful Garden
The Lover toHis Beloved:|strong="H5274"

12You are a locked garden, my sister, my bride;
you are an enclosed spring, a sealed-up fountain.
13Your shoots are a royal garden full of pomegranates
with choice fruits:



Song of Solomon 4:14 827 Song of Solomon 5:7

henna with nard,
14nard and saffron;
calamus and cinnamonwith every kind of spice,
myrrh and aloes with all the finest spices.
15You are a garden spring,
a well of fresh water flowing down from Lebanon.

The Beloved to Her Lover:
16Awake, O north wind; come, O south wind!
Blow onmy garden so that its fragrant spices may send out their sweet smell.
Maymy beloved come into his garden
and eat its delightful fruit!

5
The Lover to His Beloved:

1 I have enteredmy garden, Omy sister, my bride;
I have gatheredmymyrrh withmy balsam spice.
I have eatenmy honeycomb andmy honey;
I have drunkmywine andmymilk!

The Poet to the Couple: |strong="H0398"
Eat, friends, and drink!
Drink freely, O lovers!

The Trials of Love: The Beloved’s Dream of Losing Her Lover
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:|strong="H0589"

2 I was asleep, but mymindwas dreaming.
Listen! My lover is knocking at the door!

The Lover to His Beloved:|strong="H6605"
“Open for me, my sister, my darling,
my dove, my flawless one!
My head is drenched with dew,
my hair with the dampness of the night.”

The Beloved to Her Lover:
3 “I have already taken offmy robe –must I put it on again?
I have already washedmy feet –must I soil them again?”
4My lover thrust his hand through the hole,
andmy feelings were stirred for him.
5 I arose to open for my beloved;
my hands dripped withmyrrh –
my fingers flowedwithmyrrh
on the handles of the lock.
6 I opened for my beloved,
but my lover had already turned and gone away.
I fell into despair when he departed.
I looked for him but did not find him;
I called him but he did not answerme.
7The watchmen foundme as theymade their rounds in the city.
They beat me, they bruisedme;
they took awaymy cloak, those watchmen on the walls!

The Triumph of Love: The Beloved Praises Her Lover
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The Beloved to theMaidens:|strong="H7650"
8Omaidens of Jerusalem, I command you –
If you findmy beloved, what will you tell him?
Tell him that I am lovesick!

TheMaidens to The Beloved:
9Why is your beloved better than others,
Omost beautiful of women?
Why is your beloved better than others,
that you would command us in this manner?

The Beloved to theMaidens:
10My beloved is dazzling and ruddy;
he stands out in comparison to all other men.
11His head is like themost pure gold.
His hair is curly – black like a raven.
12His eyes are like doves by streams of water,
washed inmilk, mounted like jewels.
13His cheeks are like garden beds full of balsam trees yielding perfume.
His lips are like lilies dripping with drops of myrrh.
14His arms are like rods of gold set with chrysolite.
His abdomen is like polished ivory inlaid with sapphires.
15His legs are like pillars of marble set on bases of pure gold.
His appearance is like Lebanon, choice as its cedars.
16His mouth is very sweet;
he is totally desirable.
This is my beloved!
This is my companion, Omaidens of Jerusalem!

6
TheMaidens to the Beloved:

1Where has your beloved gone,
Omost beautiful among women?
Where has your beloved turned?
Tell us, that wemay seek himwith you.

The Beloved to theMaidens:
2My beloved has gone down to his garden,
to the flowerbeds of balsam spices,
to graze in the gardens,
and to gather lilies.

Poetic Refrain: Mutual Possession
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:

3 I ammy lover’s andmy lover is mine;
he grazes among the lilies.

The Renewal of Love
The Lover toHis Beloved:

4My darling, you are as beautiful as Tirzah,
as lovely as Jerusalem,
as awe-inspiring as bannered armies!
5Turn your eyes away fromme –
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they overwhelmme!
Your hair is like a flock of goats
descending fromMount Gilead.
6Your teeth are like a flock of sheep
coming up from the washing;
each has its twin;
not one of them is missing.
7Like a slice of pomegranate
is your forehead behind your veil.
8Theremay be sixty queens,
and eighty concubines,
and young womenwithout number.
9But she is unique!
My dove, my perfect one!
She is the special daughter of her mother,
she is the favorite of the one who bore her.
Themaidens saw her and complimented her;
the queens and concubines praised her:
10 “Who is this who appears like the dawn?
Beautiful as themoon, bright as the sun,
awe-inspiring as the stars in procession?”

The Return to the Vineyards
The Lover toHis Beloved:

11 I went down to the orchard of walnut trees,
to look for the blossoms of the valley,
to see if the vines had budded
or if the pomegranates were in bloom.
12
I was besidemyself with joy!
There please give me yourmyrrh,
O daughter of my princely people.

The Love Song and Dance
The Lover toHis Beloved:

13Turn , turn, O Perfect One!
Turn, turn, that I may stare at you!

The Beloved toHer Lover:
Why do you gaze upon the Perfect One
like the dance of the Mahanaim?

7
The Lover to His Beloved:

1How beautiful are your sandaled feet,
O nobleman’s daughter!
The curves of your thighs are like jewels,
the work of the hands of a master craftsman.
2Your navel is a roundmixing bowl –
may it never lackmixed wine!
Your belly is a mound of wheat,
encircled by lilies.
3Your two breasts are like two fawns,
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twins of a gazelle.
4Your neck is like a towermade of ivory.
Your eyes are the pools in Heshbon
by the gate of Bath-Rabbim.
Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon
overlooking Damascus.
5Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel.
The locks of your hair are like royal tapestries –
the king is held captive in its tresses!
6How beautiful you are! How lovely,
O love, with your delights!

The Palm Tree and the Palm Tree Climber
The Lover toHis Beloved:|strong="H1819"

7Your stature is like a palm tree,
and your breasts are like clusters of grapes.
8 I want to climb the palm tree,
and take hold of its fruit stalks.
May your breasts be like the clusters of grapes,
andmay the fragrance of your breath be like apricots!
9May yourmouth be like the best wine,
flowing smoothly for my beloved,
gliding gently over our lips as we sleep together.

Poetic Refrain: Mutual Possession
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:|strong="H1730"

10 I ammy beloved’s,
and he desires me!

The Journey to the Countryside
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H1980"

11Come, my beloved, let us go to the countryside;
let us spend the night in the villages.
12Let us rise early to go to the vineyards,
to see if the vines have budded,
to see if their blossoms have opened,
if the pomegranates are in bloom –
there I will give youmy love.
13Themandrakes send out their fragrance;
over our door is every delicacy,
both new and old, which I have stored up for you, my lover.

8
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H0251"

1Oh, how I wish you weremy little brother,
nursing at mymother’s breasts;
if I saw you outside, I could kiss you –
surely no one would despise me!
2 I would lead you and bring you tomymother’s house,
the one who taught me.
I would give you spiced wine to drink,
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the nectar of my pomegranates.
Double Refrain: Embracing and Adjuration
The Beloved aboutHer Lover:|strong="H8040"

3His left hand caresses my head,
and his right hand stimulates me.

The Beloved to theMaidens:
4 I admonish you, Omaidens of Jerusalem:
“Do not arouse or awaken love until it pleases!”

The Awakening of Love
TheMaidens aboutHis Beloved:|strong="H4310"

5Who is this coming up from the desert,
leaning on her beloved?

The Beloved|strong="H1730" to Her Lover:
Under the apple tree I aroused you;
there yourmother conceived you,
there she who bore you was in labor of childbirth.

The Nature of True Love
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H7760"

6 Set me like a cylinder seal over your heart,
like a signet on your arm.
For love is as strong as death,
passion is as unrelenting as Sheol.
Its flames burst forth,
it is a blazing flame.
7 Surging waters cannot quench love;
floodwaters cannot overflow it.
If someone were to offer all his possessions to buy love,
the offer would be utterly despised.

The Brother’s Plan and the Sister’s Reward
The Beloved’s Brothers:|strong="H6996"

8We have a little sister,
and as yet she has no breasts.
What shall we do for our sister
on the day when she is spoken for?
9 If she is a wall,
we will build on her a battlement of silver;
but if she is a door,
we will barricade her with boards of cedar.

The Beloved:
10 I was a wall,
andmy breasts were like fortress towers.
Then I found favor in his eyes.

Solomon’s Vineyard and the Beloved’s Vineyard
The Beloved toHer Lover:|strong="H8010"

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-Hamon;
he leased out the vineyard to those whomaintained it.
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Each was to bring a thousand shekels of silver for its fruit.
12My vineyard, which belongs to me, is at my disposal alone.
The thousand shekels belong to you, O Solomon,
and two hundred shekels belong to those whomaintain it for its fruit.

Epilogue: The Lover’s Request andHis Beloved’s Invitation
The Lover toHis Beloved:|strong="H3427"

13O youwho stay in the gardens,
my companions are listening attentively for your voice;
let me be the one to hear it!

The Beloved to Her Lover:
14Make haste, my beloved!
Be like a gazelle or a young stag
on themountains of spices.
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Isaiah
Heading

1Here is the message about Judah and Jerusalem that was revealed to Isaiah son of
Amoz during the time when Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah reigned over Judah.

Obedience, not Sacrifice
2Listen, O heavens,
pay attention, O earth!
For the LORD speaks:
“I raised children, I brought them up,
but they have rebelled against me!
3An ox recognizes its owner,
a donkey recognizes where its owner puts its food;
but Israel does not recognize me,
my people do not understand.”
4
The sinful nation is as good as dead,
the people weighed down by evil deeds.
They are offspring who do wrong,
children who do wicked things.
They have abandoned the LORD,
and rejected the Holy One of Israel.
They are alienated from him.
5
Why do you insist on being battered?
Why do you continue to rebel?
Your head has amassive wound,
your whole body is weak.
6From the soles of your feet to your head,
there is no spot that is unharmed.
There are only bruises, cuts,
and open wounds.
They have not been cleansed or bandaged,
nor have they been treated with olive oil.
7Your land is devastated,
your cities burned with fire.
Right before your eyes your crops
are being destroyed by foreign invaders.
They leave behind devastation and destruction.
8Daughter Zion is left isolated,
like a hut in a vineyard,
or a shelter in a cucumber field;
she is a besieged city.
9 If the LORD who commands armies had not left us a few survivors,
we would have quickly become like Sodom,
wewould have become like Gomorrah.
10Listen to the LORD’s|strong="H3069" word,
you leaders of Sodom!
Pay attention to our God’s rebuke,
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people of Gomorrah!
11 “Of what importance to me are yourmany sacrifices?”
says the LORD.
“I am stuffed with burnt sacrifices
of rams and the fat from steers.
The blood of bulls, lambs, and goats
I do not want.
12When you enter my presence,
do you actually think I want this –
animals trampling onmy courtyards?
13Do not bring anymoremeaningless offerings;
I consider your incense detestable!
You observe newmoon festivals, Sabbaths, and convocations,
but I cannot tolerate sin-stained celebrations!
14 I hate your newmoon festivals and assemblies;
they are a burden
that I am tired of carrying.
15When you spread out your hands in prayer,
I look the other way;
when you offer yourmany prayers,
I do not listen,
because your hands are covered with blood.
16
Wash! Cleanse yourselves!
Remove your sinful deeds
frommy sight.
Stop sinning!
17Learn to do what is right!
Promote justice!
Give the oppressed reason to celebrate!
Take up the cause of the orphan!
Defend the rights of the widow!
18
Come, let’s consider your options,” says the LORD.
“Though your sins have stained you like the color red,
you can becomewhite like snow;
though they are as easy to see as the color scarlet,
you can becomewhite like wool.
19 If you have a willing attitude and obey,
then you will again eat the good crops of the land.
20But if you refuse and rebel,
you will be devoured by the sword.”
Know for certain that the LORD has spoken.

Purifying Judgment
21How tragic that the once-faithful city
has become a prostitute!
She was once a center of justice,
fairness resided in her,
but now only murderers.
22Your silver has become scum,
your beer is diluted with water.
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23Your officials are rebels,
they associate with thieves.
All of them love bribery,
and look for payoffs.
They do not take up the cause of the orphan,
or defend the rights of the widow.
24Therefore, the sovereign LORD who commands armies,
the powerful ruler of Israel, says this:
“Ah, I will seek vengeance against my adversaries,
I will take revenge against my enemies.
25 I will attack you;
I will purify yourmetal with flux.
I will remove all your slag.
26 I will reestablish honest judges as in former times,
wise advisers as in earlier days.
Then youwill be called, ‘The Just City,
Faithful Town.’ ”
27
Zion will be freed by justice,
and her returnees by righteousness.
28All rebellious sinners will be shattered,
those who abandon the LORD will perish.
29 Indeed, they will be ashamed of the sacred trees
you find so desirable;
you will be embarrassed because of the sacred orchards
where you choose to worship.
30For you will be like a tree whose leaves wither,
like an orchard that is unwatered.
31The powerful will be like a thread of yarn,
their deeds like a spark;
both will burn together,
and no one will put out the fire.

2
1Here is the message about Judah and Jerusalem that was revealed to Isaiah son of

Amoz.
2 In the future
themountain of the LORD’s temple will endure
as themost important of mountains,
and will be themost prominent of hills.
All the nations will stream to it,
3many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the LORD’s|strong="H3069" mountain,
to the temple of the God of Jacob,
so he can teach us his requirements,
and we can follow his standards.”
For Zion will be the center for moral instruction;
the LORD|strong="H3069" will issue edicts from Jerusalem.
4Hewill judge disputes between nations;
he will settle cases for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.
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Nations will not take up the sword against other nations,
and they will no longer train for war.
5O descendants of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the LORD’s guiding light.

The Lord’s Day of Judgment
6 Indeed, O LORD, you have abandoned|strong="H5203" your people,
the descendants of Jacob.
For diviners from the east are everywhere;
they consult omen readers like the Philistines do.
Plenty of foreigners are around.
7Their land is full of gold and silver;
there is no end to their wealth.
Their land is full of horses;
there is no end to their chariots.
8Their land is full of worthless idols;
they worship the product of their own hands,
what their own fingers have fashioned.
9Men bow down to them in homage,
they lie flat on the ground in worship.
Don’t spare them!
10Go up into the rocky cliffs,
hide in the ground.
Get away from the dreadful judgment of the LORD,
from his royal splendor!
11Proudmenwill be brought low,
arrogant menwill be humiliated;
the LORD alone will be exalted
in that day.
12 Indeed, the LORD who commands armies has planned a day of judgment,
for all the high andmighty,
for all who are proud – they will be humiliated;
13 for all the cedars of Lebanon,
that are so high andmighty,
for all the oaks of Bashan;
14 for all the tall mountains,
for all the high hills,
15 for every high tower,
for every fortified wall,
16 for all the large ships,
for all the impressive ships.
17Proudmenwill be humiliated,
arrogant menwill be brought low;
the LORD alone will be exalted
in that day.
18The worthless idols will be completely eliminated.
19They will go into caves in the rocky cliffs
and into holes in the ground,
trying to escape the dreadful judgment of the LORD
and his royal splendor,
when he rises up to terrify the earth.
20At that timemenwill throw
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their silver and gold idols,
which theymade for themselves to worship,
into the caves where rodents and bats live,
21 so they themselves can go into the crevices of the rocky cliffs
and the openings under the rocky overhangs,
trying to escape the dreadful judgment of the LORD
and his royal splendor,
when he rises up to terrify the earth.
22 Stop trusting in human beings,
whose life’s breath is in their nostrils.
For why should they be given special consideration?

3
1Look, the sovereign LORD who commands armies
is about to remove from Jerusalem and Judah
every source of security, including
all the food andwater,
2 the mighty men andwarriors,
judges and prophets,
omen readers and leaders,
3 captains of groups of fifty,
the respected citizens,
advisers and those skilled inmagical arts,
and those who know incantations.
4The LORD says, “I will make|strong="H5414" youths their officials;
malicious youngmenwill rule over them.
5The people will treat each other harshly;
menwill oppose each other;
neighbors will fight.
Youths will proudly defy the elderly
and riffraffwill challenge those whowere once respected.
6 Indeed, a manwill grab his brother
right in his father’s house and say,
‘You own a coat –
you be our leader!
This heap of ruins will be under your control.’
7At that time the brother will shout,
‘I am no doctor,
I have no food or coat in my house;
don’t makeme a leader of the people!’ ”
8 Jerusalem certainly stumbles,
Judah falls,
for their words and their actions offend the LORD;
they rebel against his royal authority.
9The look on their faces testifies to their guilt;
like the people of Sodom they openly boast of their sin.
Too bad for them!
For they bring disaster on themselves.
10Tell the innocent it will go well with them,
for they will be rewarded for what they have done.
11Too bad for the wicked sinners!
For they will get exactly what they deserve.
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12Oppressors treat my people cruelly;
creditors rule over them.
My people’s leaders mislead them;
they give you confusing directions.
13The LORD takes his position to judge;
he stands up to pass sentence on his people.
14The LORD comes to pronounce judgment
on the leaders of his people and their officials.
He says, “It is you who have ruined the vineyard!
You have stashed in your houses what you have stolen from the poor.
15Why do you crushmy people
and grind the faces of the poor?”
The sovereign LORD who commands armies has spoken.

Washing Away Impurity
16The LORD|strong="H3069" says,
“The women of Zion are proud.
They walk with their heads high
and flirt with their eyes.
They skip along
and the jewelry on their ankles jingles.
17So the sovereignmasterwill afflict the foreheads of Zion’s womenwith skin diseases,
the LORD will make the front of their heads bald.”
18
At that time the sovereign master will remove their beautiful ankle jewelry, neck

ornaments, crescent shaped ornaments,
19 earrings, bracelets, veils,
20headdresses, ankle ornaments, sashes, sachets, amulets,
21 rings, nose rings,
22 festive dresses, robes, shawls, purses,
23 garments, vests, head coverings, and gowns.

24A putrid stench will replace the smell of spices,
a rope will replace a belt,
baldness will replace braided locks of hair,
a sackcloth garment will replace a fine robe,
and a prisoner’s brand will replace beauty.
25Yourmenwill fall by the sword,
your strongmenwill die in battle.
26Her gates will mourn and lament;
deprived of her people, she will sit on the ground.

4
1 Seven womenwill grab hold of
oneman at that time.
They will say, “Wewill provide our own food,
we will provide our own clothes;
but let us belong to you –
take away our shame!”

The Branch of the Lord
2At that time
the crops given by the LORD will bring admiration and honor;
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the produce of the land will be a source of pride and delight
to those who remain in Israel.
3Those remaining in Zion, those left in Jerusalem,
will be called “holy,”
all in Jerusalemwho are destined to live.
4At that time the sovereignmaster will wash the excrement from Zion’s women,
he will rinse the bloodstains from Jerusalem’s midst,
as he comes to judge
and to bring devastation.
5Then the LORD|strong="H3069" will create
over all of Mount Zion
and over its convocations
a cloud and smoke by day
and a bright flame of fire by night;
indeed a canopy will accompany the LORD’s glorious|strong="H3519" presence.
6By day it will be a shelter to provide shade from the heat,
as well as safety and protection from the heavy downpour.

5
1 I will sing to my love –
a song to my lover about his vineyard.
My love had a vineyard
on a fertile hill.
2He built a hedge around it, removed its stones,
and planted a vine.
He built a tower in themiddle of it,
and constructed a winepress.
He waited for it to produce edible grapes,
but it produced sour ones instead.
3 So now, residents of Jerusalem,
people of Judah,
you decide betweenme andmy vineyard!
4Whatmore can I do for my vineyard
beyondwhat I have already done?
When I waited for it to produce edible grapes,
why did it produce sour ones instead?
5Now I will inform you
what I am about to do to my vineyard:
I will remove its hedge and turn it into pasture,
I will break its wall and allow animals to graze there.
6 I will make it a wasteland;
no one will prune its vines or hoe its ground,
and thorns and briers will grow there.
I will order the clouds
not to drop any rain on it.
7 Indeed Israel is the vineyard of the LORD who commands armies,
the people of Judah are the cultivated place in which he took delight.
He waited for justice, but look what he got – disobedience!
He waited for fairness, but look what he got – cries for help!

Disaster is Coming
8Those who accumulate houses are as good as dead,
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those who also accumulate landed property
until there is no land left,
and you are the only landowners remaining within the land.
9The LORD who commands armies told me this:
“Many houses will certainly become desolate,
large, impressive houses will have no one living in them.
10 Indeed, a large vineyard will produce just a few gallons,
and enough seed to yield several bushels will produce less than a bushel.”
11Those who get up early to drink beer are as good as dead,
those who keep drinking long after dark
until they are intoxicated with wine.
12They have stringed instruments, tambourines, flutes,
and wine at their parties.
So they do not recognize what the LORD is doing,
they do not perceive what he is bringing about.
13Therefore my people will be deported
because of their lack of understanding.
Their leaders will have nothing to eat,
their masses will have nothing to drink.
14 So Death will open up its throat,
and open wide its mouth;
Zion’s dignitaries andmasses will descend into it,
including those who revel and celebrate within her.
15Menwill be humiliated,
they will be brought low;
the proud will be brought low.
16The LORD who commands armies will be exalted when he punishes,
the sovereign God’s authority will be recognized when he judges.
17Lambs will graze as if in their pastures,
amid the ruins the rich sojourners will graze.
18Those who pull evil along using cords of emptiness are as good as dead,
who pull sin as with cart ropes.
19They say, “Let him hurry, let him act quickly,
so we can see;
let the plan of the Holy One of Israel take shape and come to pass,
then wewill know it!”
20Those who call evil good and good evil are as good as dead,
who turn darkness into light and light into darkness,
who turn bitter into sweet and sweet into bitter.
21Those who think they are wise are as good as dead,
those who think they possess understanding.
22Those who are champions at drinking wine are as good as dead,
who display great courage whenmixing strong drinks.
23They pronounce the guilty innocent for a payoff,
they ignore the just cause of the innocent.
24Therefore, as flaming fire devours straw,
and dry grass disintegrates in the flames,
so their root will rot,
and their flower will blow away like dust.
For they have rejected the law of the LORD who commands armies,
they have spurned the commands of the Holy One of Israel.
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25 So the LORD is furious with his people;
he lifts his hand and strikes them.
Themountains shake,
and corpses lie like manure in themiddle of the streets.
Despite all this, his anger does not subside,
and his hand is ready to strike again.
26He lifts a signal flag for a distant nation,
he whistles for it to come from the far regions of the earth.
Look, they come quickly and swiftly.
27None tire or stumble,
they don’t stop to nap or sleep.
They don’t loosen their belts,
or unstrap their sandals to rest.
28Their arrows are sharpened,
and all their bows are prepared.
The hooves of their horses are hard as flint,
and their chariot wheels are like a windstorm.
29Their roar is like a lion’s;
they roar like young lions.
They growl and seize their prey;
they drag it away and no one can come to the rescue.
30At that time they will growl over their prey,
it will sound like sea waves crashing against rocks.
One will look out over the land and see the darkness of disaster,
clouds will turn the light into darkness.

6
1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw the sovereign master seated on a high,

elevated throne. The hem of his robe filled the temple.
2Seraphs stood over him; each one had six wings. With twowings they covered their

faces, with two they covered their feet, and they used the remaining two to fly.
3They called out to one another, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord who commands armies!

His majestic splendor fills the entire earth!”
4 The sound of their voices shook the door frames, and the temple was filled with

smoke.
5 I said, “Too bad for me! I am destroyed, for my lips are contaminated by sin, and I

live among people whose lips are contaminated by sin. My eyes have seen the king, the
LORD who commands armies.”

6But then one of the seraphs flew towardme. In his handwas a hot coal he had taken
from the altar with tongs.

7He touched mymouth with it and said, “Look, this coal has touched your lips. Your
evil is removed; your sin is forgiven.”

8 I heard the voice of the sovereign master say, “Whom will I send? Who will go on
our behalf?” I answered, “Here I am, sendme!”

9He said, “Go and tell these people:
‘Listen continually, but don’t understand!
Look continually, but don’t perceive!’
10Make the hearts of these people calloused;
make their ears deaf and their eyes blind!
Otherwise theymight see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
their hearts might understand and theymight repent and be healed.”
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11 I replied, “How long, sovereignmaster?” He said,
“Until cities are in ruins and unpopulated,
and houses are uninhabited,
and the land is ruined and devastated,
12and the LORD|strong="H3069" has sent the people off to a distant place,
and the very heart of the land is completely abandoned.
13 Even if only a tenth of the people remain in the land, it will again be destroyed, like

one of the large sacred trees or an Asherah pole, when a sacred pillar on a high
place is thrown down. That sacred pillar symbolizes the special chosen family.”

7
1During the reign of Ahaz son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, King Rezin of

Syria and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel marched up to Jerusalem to do battle,
but they were unable to prevail against it.

2 It was reported to the family of David, “Syria has allied with Ephraim.” They and
their people were emotionally shaken, just as the trees of the forest shake before the
wind.

3 So the LORD told Isaiah, “Go out with your son Shear-jashub and meet Ahaz at the
end of the conduit of the upper poolwhich is located on the road to the fieldwhere they
wash and dry cloth.

4 Tell him, ‘Make sure you stay calm! Don’t be afraid! Don’t be intimidated by
these two stubs of smoking logs, or by the raging anger of Rezin, Syria, and the son of
Remaliah.

5Syria has plottedwith Ephraim and the son of Remaliah to bring about your demise.
6 They say, “Let’s attack Judah, terrorize it, and conquer it. Then we’ll set up the son

of Tabeel as its king.”
7For this reason the sovereignmaster, the LORD, says:

“It will not take place;
it will not happen.
8For Syria’s leader is Damascus,
and the leader of Damascus is Rezin.
Within sixty-five years Ephraimwill no longer exist as a nation.
9Ephraim’s leader is Samaria,
and Samaria’s leader is the son of Remaliah.
If your faith does not remain firm,
then you will not remain secure.”

10The LORD|strong="H3069" again spoke to Ahaz:
11 “Ask for a confirming sign from the LORD yourGod. You can even ask for something

miraculous.”
12But Ahaz responded, “I don’t want to ask; I don’t want to put the LORD to a test.”
13 So Isaiah replied, “Pay attention, family of David. Do you consider it too insignifi-

cant to try the patience ofmen? Is that why you are also trying the patience ofmy God?
14For this reason the sovereignmaster himself will give you a confirming sign. Look,

this youngwoman is about to conceive andwill give birth to a son. You, youngwoman,
will name him Immanuel.

15He will eat sour milk and honey, which will help him know how to reject evil and
choose what is right.

16Here is why this will be so: Before the child knows how to reject evil and choose
what is right, the land whose two kings you fear will be desolate.

17The LORDwill bring on you, your people, and your father’s family a time unlike any
since Ephraim departed from Judah – the king of Assyria!”
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18At that time the LORDwill whistle for flies from the distant streams of Egypt and for
bees from the land of Assyria.

19All of themwill come andmake their home in the ravines between the cliffs, and in
the crevices of the cliffs, in all the thorn bushes, and in all the watering holes.

20 At that time the sovereign master will use a razor hired from the banks of the
Euphrates River, the king of Assyria, to shave the head and the pubic hair; it will also
shave off the beard.

21At that time amanwill keep alive a young cow from the herd and a couple of goats.
22 From the abundance of milk they produce, he will have sour milk for his meals.

Indeed, everyone left in the heart of the land will eat sour milk and honey.
23At that time every place where there had been a thousand vines worth a thousand

shekels will be overrun with thorns and briers.
24With bow and arrowmen will hunt there, for the whole land will be covered with

thorns and briers.
25Theywill stay away fromall the hills thatwere cultivated, for fear of the thorns and

briers. Cattle will graze there and sheep will trample on them.

8
1 The LORD told me, “Take a large tablet and inscribe these words on it with an

ordinary stylus: ‘Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.’
2Then I will summon as my reliable witnesses Uriah the priest and Zechariah son of

Jeberekiah.”
3 I then had sexual relations with the prophetess; she conceived and gave birth to a

son. The LORD told me, “Name himMaher-Shalal-Hash-Baz,
4 for before the child knows how to cry out, ‘My father’ or ‘Mymother,’ the wealth of

Damascus and the plunder of Samaria will be carried off by the king of Assyria.”
5The LORD spoke to me again:
6 “These people have rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah and melt in fear

over Rezin and the son of Remaliah.
7 So look, the sovereignmaster is bringing up against them the turbulent andmighty

waters of the Euphrates River – the king of Assyria and all his majestic power. It will
reach flood stage and overflow its banks.

8 Itwill spill into Judah, flooding and engulfing, as it reaches to thenecks of its victims.
He will spread his wings out over your entire land, O Immanuel.”
9Youwill be broken, O nations;
you will be shattered!
Pay attention, all you distant lands of the earth!
Get ready for battle, and you will be shattered!
Get ready for battle, and you will be shattered!
10Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarted!
Issue your orders, but they will not be executed!
For God is with us!

The Lord Encourages Isaiah
11 Indeed this is what the LORD toldme. He took hold ofme firmly andwarnedmenot

to act like these people:
12 “Do not say, ‘Conspiracy,’ every time these people say the word.
Don’t be afraid of what scares them; don’t be terrified.
13Youmust recognize the authority of the LORD who commands armies.
He is the one youmust respect;
he is the one youmust fear.
14Hewill become a sanctuary,
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but a stone that makes a person trip,
and a rock that makes one stumble –
to the two houses of Israel.
He will become a trap and a snare
to the residents of Jerusalem.
15Manywill stumble over the stone and the rock,
and will fall and be seriously injured,
and will be ensnared and captured.”
16Tie up the scroll as legal evidence,
seal the official record of God’s instructions and give it to my followers.
17 I will wait patiently for the LORD,
who has rejected the family of Jacob;
I will wait for him.
18 Look, I and the sons whom the LORD has given me are reminders and object lessons

in Israel, sent from the LORD who commands armies, who lives onMount Zion.
Darkness Turns to Light as an Ideal King Arrives

19Theywill say to you, “Seek oracles at the pits used to conjure up underworld spirits,
from themagicianswho chirp andmutter incantations. Should people not seek oracles
from their gods, by asking the dead about the destiny of the living?”

20 Then you must recall the LORD’s instructions|strong="H8451" and the prophetic
testimony of what would happen. Certainly they say such things because their minds
are spiritually darkened.

21 They will pass through the land destitute and starving. Their hunger will make
them angry, and they will curse their king and their God as they look upward.

22Whenone looksout over the land, he seesdistress anddarkness, gloomandanxiety,
darkness and people forced from the land.

9
1The gloomwill be dispelled for those whowere anxious.

In earlier times he humiliated
the land of Zebulun,
and the land of Naphtali;
but now he brings honor
to the way of the sea,
the region beyond the Jordan,
and Galilee of the nations.
2The people walking in darkness
see a bright light;
light shines
on those who live in a land of deep darkness.
3You have enlarged the nation;
you give them great joy.
They rejoice in your presence
as harvesters rejoice;
as warriors celebrate when they divide up the plunder.
4For their oppressive yoke
and the club that strikes their shoulders,
the cudgel the oppressor uses on them,
you have shattered, as in the day of Midian’s defeat.
5 Indeed every boot that marches and shakes the earth
and every garment dragged through blood
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is used as fuel for the fire.
6For a child has been born to us,
a son has been given to us.
He shoulders responsibility
and is called:
Extraordinary Strategist,
Mighty God,
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
7His dominion will be vast
and he will bring immeasurable prosperity.
He will rule on David’s throne
and over David’s kingdom,
establishing it and strengthening it
by promoting justice and fairness,
from this time forward and forevermore.
The LORD’s intense devotion to his people will accomplish this.

God’s Judgment Intensifies
8The sovereignmaster decreed judgment on Jacob,
and it fell on Israel.
9All the people were aware of it,
the people of Ephraim and those living in Samaria.
Yet with pride and an arrogant attitude, they said,
10 “The bricks have fallen,
but we will rebuild with chiseled stone;
the sycamore fig trees have been cut down,
but we will replace themwith cedars.”
11Then the LORD provoked their adversaries to attack them,
he stirred up their enemies –
12 Syria from the east,
and the Philistines from the west,
they gobbled up Israelite territory.
Despite all this, his anger does not subside,
and his hand is ready to strike again.
13The people did not return to the one who struck them,
they did not seek reconciliation with the LORD who commands armies.
14 So the LORD cut off Israel’s head and tail,
both the shoots and stalk in one day.
15The leaders and the highly respected people are the head,
the prophets who teach lies are the tail.
16The leaders of this nation weremisleading people,
and the people being led were destroyed.
17 So the sovereignmaster was not pleased with their youngmen,
he took no pity on their orphans and widows;
for the whole nation was godless and did wicked things,
everymouth was speaking disgraceful words.
Despite all this, his anger does not subside,
and his hand is ready to strike again.
18For evil burned like a fire,
it consumed thorns and briers;
it burned up the thickets of the forest,



Isaiah 9:19 846 Isaiah 10:11

and they went up in smoke.
19 Because of the anger of the LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies, the land

was scorched,
and the people became fuel for the fire.
People had no compassion on one another.
20They devoured on the right, but were still hungry,
they ate on the left, but were not satisfied.
People even ate the flesh of their own arm!
21Manasseh fought against Ephraim,
and Ephraim against Manasseh;
together they fought against Judah.
Despite all this, his anger does not subside,
and his hand is ready to strike again.

10
1Those who enact unjust policies are as good as dead,
those who are always instituting unfair regulations,
2 to keep the poor from getting fair treatment,
and to deprive the oppressed amongmy people of justice,
so they can steal what widows own,
and loot what belongs to orphans.
3What will you do on judgment day,
when destruction arrives from a distant place?
To whomwill you run for help?
Where will you leave your wealth?
4Youwill have no place to go, except to kneel with the prisoners,
or to fall among those who have been killed.
Despite all this, his anger does not subside,
and his hand is ready to strike again.

The Lord Turns on Arrogant Assyria
5Assyria, the club I use to vent my anger, is as good as dead,
a cudgel with which I angrily punish.
6 I sent him against a godless nation,
I ordered him to attack the people with whom I was angry,
to take plunder and to carry away loot,
to trample them down like dirt in the streets.
7But he does not agree with this,
his mind does not reason this way,
for his goal is to destroy,
and to eliminate many nations.
8 Indeed, he says:
“Are not my officials all kings?
9 Is not Calneh like Carchemish?
Hamath like Arpad?
Samaria like Damascus?
10 I overpowered kingdoms ruled by idols,
whose carved images weremore impressive than Jerusalem’s or Samaria’s.
11As I have done to Samaria and its idols,
so I will do to Jerusalem and its idols.”
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12But when the sovereign master finishes judging Mount Zion and Jerusalem, then I
will punish the king of Assyria for what he has proudly planned and for the arrogant
attitude he displays.

13For he says:
“Bymy strong hand I have accomplished this,
bymy strategy that I devised.
I invaded the territory of nations,
and looted their storehouses.
Like amighty conqueror, I brought down rulers.
14My hand discovered the wealth of the nations, as if it were in a nest,
as one gathers up abandoned eggs,
I gathered up the whole earth.
There was no wing flapping,
or openmouth chirping.”
15Does an ax exalt itself over the one whowields it,
or a sawmagnify itself over the one who cuts with it?
As if a scepter should brandish the one who raises it,
or a staff should lift up what is not made of wood!
16For this reason the sovereignmaster, the LORDwho commands armies, will make his

healthy ones emaciated. His majestic glory will go up in smoke.
17The light of Israel will become a fire,
their Holy One will become a flame;
it will burn and consume the Assyrian king’s briers
and his thorns in one day.
18The splendor of his forest and his orchard
will be completely destroyed,
as when a sick man’s life ebbs away.
19There will be so few trees left in his forest,
a child will be able to count them.

20 At that time those left in Israel, those who remain of the family of Jacob, will no
longer rely on a foreign leader that abuses them. Instead they will truly rely on the
LORD, the Holy One of Israel.

21A remnant will come back, a remnant of Jacob, to themighty God.
22 For though your people, Israel, are as numerous as the sand on the seashore, only

a remnant will come back. Destruction has been decreed; just punishment is about to
engulf you.

23 The sovereign master, the LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies, is cer-
tainly ready to carry out the decreed destruction throughout the land.

24 So here is what the sovereign master, the LORD who commands armies, says: “My
people who live in Zion, do not be afraid of Assyria, even though they beat you with a
club and lift their cudgel against you as Egypt did.

25 For very soon my fury will subside, and my anger will be directed toward their
destruction.”

26The LORD who commands armies is about to beat them with a whip, similar to the
way he struck down Midian at the rock of Oreb. He will use his staff against the sea,
lifting it up as he did in Egypt.
27At that time
the LORD will remove|strong="H5493" their burden from your shoulders,
and their yoke from your neck;
the yoke will be taken off because your neck will be too large.
28
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They attacked Aiath,
moved throughMigron,
depositing their supplies at Micmash.
29They went through the pass,
spent the night at Geba.
Ramah trembled,
Gibeah of Saul ran away.
30 Shout out, daughter of Gallim!
Pay attention, Laishah!
Answer her, Anathoth!
31Madmenah flees,
the residents of Gebim have hidden.
32This very day, standing in Nob,
they shake their fist at Daughter Zion’s mountain –
at the hill of Jerusalem.
33Look, the sovereignmaster, the LORD who commands armies,
is ready to cut off the branches with terrifying power.
The tallest trees will be cut down,
the loftiest ones will be brought low.
34The thickets of the forest will be chopped downwith an ax,
andmighty Lebanonwill fall.

11
1A shoot will grow out of Jesse’s root stock,
a bud will sprout from his roots.
2The LORD’s spirit will rest on him –
a spirit that gives extraordinary wisdom,
a spirit that provides the ability to execute plans,
a spirit that produces absolute loyalty to the LORD.
3Hewill take delight in obeying the LORD.
He will not judge bymere appearances,
or make decisions on the basis of hearsay.
4Hewill treat the poor fairly,
andmake right decisions for the downtrodden of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and order the wicked to be executed.
5 Justice will be like a belt around his waist,
integrity will be like a belt around his hips.
6Awolf will reside with a lamb,
and a leopard will lie downwith a young goat;
an ox and a young lion will graze together,
as a small child leads them along.
7A cow and a bear will graze together,
their young will lie down together.
A lion, like an ox, will eat straw.
8A baby will play
over the hole of a snake;
over the nest of a serpent
an infant will put his hand.
9They will no longer injure or destroy
onmy entire royal mountain.
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For there will be universal submission to the LORD’s sovereignty,
just as the waters completely cover the sea.

Israel is Reclaimed and Reunited
10At that time a root from Jesse will stand like a signal flag for the nations. Nations

will look to him for guidance, and his residence will be majestic.
11At that time the sovereignmaster will again lift his hand to reclaim the remnant of

his people fromAssyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and the seacoasts.
12Hewill lift a signal flag for the nations;
he will gather Israel’s dispersed people
and assemble Judah’s scattered people
from the four corners of the earth.
13Ephraim’s jealousy will end,
and Judah’s hostility will be eliminated.
Ephraimwill no longer be jealous of Judah,
and Judah will no longer be hostile toward Ephraim.
14They will swoop down on the Philistine hills to the west;
together they will loot the people of the east.
They will take over Edom andMoab,
and the Ammonites will be their subjects.
15The LORD will divide the gulf of the Egyptian Sea;
he will wave his hand over the Euphrates River and send a strong wind,
he will turn it into seven dried-up streams,
and enable them to walk across in their sandals.
16There will be a highway leading out of Assyria
for the remnant of his people,
just as there was for Israel,
when they went up from the land of Egypt.

12
1At that time youwill say:
“I praise you, O LORD,
for even though youwere angry withme,
your anger subsided, and you consoledme.
2Look, God is my deliverer!
I will trust in him and not fear.
For the LORD|strong="H3050" gives me strength and protects me;
he has becomemy deliverer.”
3 Joyfully you will drawwater
from the springs of deliverance.
4At that time youwill say:
“Praise the LORD|strong="H3069"!
Ask him for help!
Publicize his mighty acts among the nations!
Make it known that he is unique!
5 Sing to the LORD, for he has donemagnificent things,
let this be known throughout the earth!
6Cry out and shout for joy, O citizens of Zion,
for the Holy One of Israel acts mightily among you!”

13
1This is a message about Babylon that God revealed to Isaiah son of Amoz:
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2
On a bare hill raise a signal flag,
shout to them,
wave your hand,
so theymight enter the gates of the princes!
3 I have given orders to my chosen soldiers;
I have summoned the warriors through whom I will vent my anger,
my boasting, arrogant ones.
4
There is a loud noise on themountains –
it sounds like a large army!
There is great commotion among the kingdoms –
nations are being assembled!
The LORD who commands armies is mustering
forces for battle.
5They come from a distant land,
from the horizon.
It is the LORD with his instruments of judgment,
coming to destroy the whole earth.
6Wail, for the LORD’s day of judgment is near;
it comes with all the destructive power of the sovereign judge.
7For this reason all hands hang limp,
every human heart loses its courage.
8They panic –
cramps and pain seize hold of them
like those of a womanwho is straining to give birth.
They look at one another in astonishment;
their faces are flushed red.
9Look, the LORD’s day of judgment is coming;
it is a day of cruelty and savage, raging anger,
destroying the earth
and annihilating its sinners.
10 Indeed the stars in the sky and their constellations
no longer give out their light;
the sun is darkened as soon as it rises,
and themoon does not shine.
11
I will punish the world for its evil,
and wicked people for their sin.
I will put an end to the pride of the insolent,
I will bring down the arrogance of tyrants.
12 I will make human beings more scarce than pure gold,
and people more scarce than gold fromOphir.
13 So I will shake the heavens,
and the earth will shake loose from its foundation,
because of the fury of the LORD who commands armies,
in the day he vents his raging anger.
14Like a frightened gazelle
or a sheep with no shepherd,
each will turn toward home,
each will run to his homeland.
15Everyone who is caught will be stabbed;
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everyone who is seized will die by the sword.
16Their children will be smashed to pieces before their very eyes;
their houses will be looted
and their wives raped.
17Look, I am stirring up theMedes to attack them;
they are not concerned about silver,
nor are they interested in gold.
18Their arrows will cut youngmen to ribbons;
they have no compassion on a person’s offspring,
they will not look with pity on children.
19Babylon, the most admired of kingdoms,
the Chaldeans’ source of honor and pride,
will be destroyed by God
just as Sodom and Gomorrah were.
20No one will live there again;
no one will ever reside there again.
No bedouin will camp there,
no shepherds will rest their flocks there.
21Wild animals will rest there,
the ruined houses will be full of hyenas.
Ostriches will live there,
wild goats will skip among the ruins.
22Wild dogs will yip in her ruined fortresses,
jackals will yelp in the once-splendid palaces.
Her time is almost up,
her days will not be prolonged.

14
1The LORDwill certainly have compassion on Jacob; hewill again choose Israel as his

special people and restore them to their land. Resident foreigners will join them and
unite with the family of Jacob.

2Nations will take them and bring them back to their own place. Then the family of
Jacob will make foreigners their servants as they settle in the LORD’s land. They will
make their captors captives and rule over the ones who oppressed them.

3When the LORD gives you relief from your suffering and anxiety, and from the hard
labor which you weremade to perform,

4you will taunt the king of Babylon with these words:
“Look how the oppressor has met his end!
Hostility has ceased!
5The LORD has broken the club of the wicked,
the scepter of rulers.
6 It furiously struck down nations
with unceasing blows.
It angrily ruled over nations,
oppressing themwithout restraint.
7The whole earth rests and is quiet;
they break into song.
8The evergreens also rejoice over your demise,
as do the cedars of Lebanon, singing,
‘Since you fell asleep,
no woodsman comes up to chop us down!’
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9 Sheol below is stirred up about you,
ready to meet you when you arrive.
It rouses the spirits of the dead for you,
all the former leaders of the earth;
it makes all the former kings of the nations
rise from their thrones.
10All of them respond to you, saying:
‘You too have becomeweak like us!
You have become just like us!
11Your splendor has been brought down to Sheol,
as well as the sound of your stringed instruments.
You lie on a bed of maggots,
with a blanket of worms over you.
12Look how you have fallen from the sky,
O shining one, son of the dawn!
You have been cut down to the ground,
O conqueror of the nations!
13You said to yourself,
“I will climb up to the sky.
Above the stars of El
I will set upmy throne.
I will rule on themountain of assembly
on the remote slopes of Zaphon.
14 I will climb up to the tops of the clouds;
I will makemyself like theMost High!”
15But you were brought down to Sheol,
to the remote slopes of the pit.
16Those who see you stare at you,
they look at you carefully, thinking:
“Is this themanwho shook the earth,
the one whomade kingdoms tremble?
17 Is this the one whomade the world like a desert,
who ruined its cities,
and refused to free his prisoners so they could return home?” ’
18
As for all the kings of the nations,
all of them lie down in splendor,
each in his own tomb.
19But you have been thrown out of your grave
like a shoot that is thrown away.
You lie among the slain,
among those who have been slashed by the sword,
among those headed for the stones of the pit,
as if you were amangled corpse.
20Youwill not be buried with them,
because you destroyed your land
and killed your people.
The offspring of the wicked
will never bementioned again.
21Prepare to execute his sons
for the sins their ancestors have committed.
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Theymust not rise up and take possession of the earth,
or fill the surface of the world with cities.”
22 “I will rise up against them,”
says the LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies.
“I will blot out all remembrance of Babylon and destroy all her people,
including the offspring she produces,”
says the LORD|strong="H3069".
23 “I will turn her into a place that is overrun with wild animals
and covered with pools of stagnant water.
I will get rid of her, just as one sweeps away dirt with a broom,”
says the LORD who commands armies.
24
The LORD who commands armies makes this solemn vow:
“Be sure of this:
Just as I have intended, so it will be;
just as I have planned, it will happen.
25 I will break Assyria inmy land,
I will trample them underfoot onmy hills.
Their yoke will be removed frommy people,
the burden will be lifted from their shoulders.
26This is the plan I have devised for the whole earth;
my hand is ready to strike all the nations.”
27 Indeed, the LORD who commands armies has a plan,
and who can possibly frustrate it?
His hand is ready to strike,
and who can possibly stop it?

The LordWill Judge the Philistines
28 In the year King Ahaz died, this message was revealed:

29Don’t be so happy, all you Philistines,
just because the club that beat you has been broken!
For a viper will grow out of the serpent’s root,
and its fruit will be a darting adder.
30The poor will graze inmy pastures;
the needy will rest securely.
But I will kill your root by famine;
it will put to death all your survivors.
31Wail, O city gate!
Cry out, O city!
Melt with fear, all you Philistines!
For out of the north comes a cloud of smoke,
and there are no stragglers in its ranks.
32Howwill they respond to themessengers of this nation?
Indeed, the LORD has made Zion secure;
the oppressed among his people will find safety in her.

15
1Here is a message about Moab:
Indeed, in a night it is devastated,
Ar of Moab is destroyed!
Indeed, in a night it is devastated,
Kir of Moab is destroyed!



Isaiah 15:2 854 Isaiah 16:6

2They went up to the temple,
the people of Dibon went up to the high places to lament.
Because of what happened to Nebo andMedeba, Moab wails.
Every head is shaved bare,
every beard is trimmed off.
3 In their streets they wear sackcloth;
on their roofs and in their town squares
all of themwail,
they fall downweeping.
4The people of Heshbon and Elealeh cry out,
their voices are heard as far away as Jahaz.
For this reasonMoab’s soldiers shout in distress;
their courage wavers.
5My heart cries out because of Moab’s plight,
and for the fugitives stretched out as far as Zoar and Eglath Shelishiyah.
For they weep as theymake their way up the ascent of Luhith;
they loudly lament their demise on the road to Horonaim.
6For the waters of Nimrim are gone;
the grass is dried up,
the vegetation has disappeared,
and there are no plants.
7For this reason what they havemade and stored up,
they carry over the Stream of the Poplars.
8 Indeed, the cries of distress echo throughout Moabite territory;
their wailing can be heard in Eglaim and Beer Elim.
9 Indeed, the waters of Dimon are full of blood!
Indeed, I will heap evenmore trouble on Dimon.
A lion will attack theMoabite fugitives
and the people left in the land.

16
1 Send rams as tribute to the ruler of the land,
from Sela in the desert
to the hill of Daughter Zion.
2At the fords of the Arnon
theMoabite women are like a bird
that flies about when forced from its nest.
3 “Bring a plan, make a decision!
Provide some shade in themiddle of the day!
Hide the fugitives! Do not betray the one who tries to escape!
4Please let the Moabite fugitives live among you.
Hide them from the destroyer!”
Certainly the one who applies pressure will cease,
the destroyer will come to an end,
those who trample will disappear from the earth.
5Then a trustworthy king will be established;
he will rule in a reliable manner,
this one from David’s family.
He will be sure to make just decisions
and will be experienced in executing justice.
6We have heard about Moab’s pride,
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their great arrogance,
their boasting, pride, and excess.
But their boastful claims are empty!
7 SoMoabwails over its demise –
they all wail!
Completely devastated, theymoan
about what has happened to the raisin cakes of Kir Hareseth.
8For the fields of Heshbon are dried up,
as well as the vines of Sibmah.
The rulers of the nations trample all over its vines,
which reach Jazer and spread to the desert;
their shoots spread out and cross the sea.
9 So I weep along with Jazer
over the vines of Sibmah.
I will saturate you withmy tears, Heshbon and Elealeh,
for the conquering invaders shout triumphantly
over your fruit and crops.
10 Joy and happiness disappear from the orchards,
and in the vineyards no one rejoices or shouts;
no one treads out juice in the wine vats –
I have brought the joyful shouts to an end.
11 Somy heart constantly sighs for Moab, like the strumming of a harp,
my inner being sighs for Kir Hareseth.
12When theMoabites plead with all their might at their high places,
and enter their temples to pray, their prayers will be ineffective!

13This is the message the LORD|strong="H3069" previously announced about Moab.
14 Now the LORD makes this announcement: “Within exactly three years Moab’s

splendor will disappear, along with all her many people; there will be just a few,
insignificant survivors left.”

17
1Here is a message about Damascus:
“Look, Damascus is no longer a city,
it is a heap of ruins!
2The cities of Aroer are abandoned.
They will be used for herds,
which will lie down there in peace.
3Fortified cities will disappear from Ephraim,
and Damascus will lose its kingdom.
The survivors in Syria
will end up like the splendor of the Israelites,”
says the LORD who commands armies.
4 “At that time
Jacob’s splendor will be greatly diminished,
and he will become skin and bones.
5 It will be as when one gathers the grain harvest,
and his hand gleans the ear of grain.
It will be like one gathering the ears of grain
in the Valley of Rephaim.
6There will be some left behind,
like when an olive tree is beaten –
two or three ripe olives remain toward the very top,
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four or five on its fruitful branches,”
says the LORD God of Israel.
7At that timemenwill trust in their creator;
they will depend on the Holy One of Israel.
8They will no longer trust in the altars their handsmade,
or depend on the Asherah poles and incense altars their fingers made.
9At that time their fortified cities will be
like the abandoned summits of the Amorites,
which they abandoned because of the Israelites;
there will be desolation.
10For you ignore the Godwho rescues you;
you pay no attention to your strong protector.
So this is what happens:
You cultivate beautiful plants
and plant exotic vines.
11The day you begin cultivating, you do what you can tomake it grow;
themorning you begin planting, you do what you can tomake it sprout.
Yet the harvest will disappear in the day of disease
and incurable pain.
12Themany nations massing together are as good as dead,
those whomake a commotion as loud as the roaring of the sea’s waves.
The people making such an uproar are as good as dead,
those whomake an uproar as loud as the roaring of powerful waves.
13Though these people make an uproar as loud as the roaring of powerful waves,
when he shouts at them, they will flee to a distant land,
driven before the wind like dead weeds on the hills,
or like dead thistles before a strong gale.
14 In the evening there is sudden terror;
bymorning they vanish.
This is the fate of those who try to plunder us,
the destiny of those who try to loot us!

18
1The land of buzzing wings is as good as dead,
the one beyond the rivers of Cush,
2 that sends messengers by sea,
who glide over the water’s surface in boats made of papyrus.
Go, you swift messengers,
to a nation of tall, smooth-skinned people,
to a people that are feared far and wide,
to a nation strong and victorious,
whose land rivers divide.
3All you who live in the world,
who reside on the earth,
you will see a signal flag raised on themountains;
you will hear a trumpet being blown.
4For this is what the LORD has told me:
“I will wait and watch frommy place,
like scorching heat produced by the sunlight,
like a cloud of mist in the heat of harvest.”
5For before the harvest, when the bud has sprouted,
and the ripening fruit appears,
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he will cut off the unproductive shoots with pruning knives;
he will prune the tendrils.
6They will all be left for the birds of the hills
and the wild animals;
the birds will eat them during the summer,
and all the wild animals will eat them during the winter.
7At that time
tribute will be brought to the LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies,
by a people that are tall and smooth-skinned,
a people that are feared far and wide,
a nation strong and victorious,
whose land rivers divide.
The tribute will be brought to the place where the LORD|strong="H3069" who com-

mands armies has chosen to reside, onMount Zion.

19
1Here is a message about Egypt:
Look, the LORD rides on a swift-moving cloud
and approaches Egypt.
The idols of Egypt tremble before him;
the Egyptians lose their courage.
2 “I will provoke civil strife in Egypt,
brothers will fight with each other,
as will neighbors,
cities, and kingdoms.
3The Egyptians will panic,
and I will confuse their strategy.
They will seek guidance from the idols and from the spirits of the dead,
from the pits used to conjure up underworld spirits, and from themagicians.
4 I will hand Egypt over to a harshmaster;
a powerful king will rule over them,”
says the sovereignmaster, the LORD who commands armies.
5The water of the sea will be dried up,
and the river will dry up and be empty.
6The canals will stink;
the streams of Egypt will trickle and then dry up;
the bulrushes and reeds will decay,
7along with the plants by themouth of the river.
All the cultivated land near the river
will turn to dust and be blown away.
8The fishermenwill mourn and lament,
all those who cast a fishhook into the river,
and those who spread out a net on the water’s surface will grieve.
9Those whomake clothes from combed flax will be embarrassed;
those whoweave will turn pale.
10Those whomake cloth will be demoralized;
all the hired workers will be depressed.
11The officials of Zoan are nothing but fools;
Pharaoh’s wise advisers give stupid advice.
How dare you say to Pharaoh,
“I am one of the sages,
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one well-versed in the writings of the ancient kings?”
12But where, oh where, are your wise men?
Let them tell you, let them find out
what the LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies has planned for Egypt.
13The officials of Zoan are fools,
the officials of Memphis are misled;
the rulers of her tribes lead Egypt astray.
14The LORD has made them undiscerning;
they lead Egypt astray in all she does,
so that she is like a drunk sliding around in his own vomit.
15Egypt will not be able to do a thing,
head or tail, shoots and stalk.

16At that time the Egyptians will be like women. They will tremble and fear because
the LORD who commands armies brandishes his fist against them.

17 The land of Judah will humiliate Egypt. Everyone who hears about Judah will be
afraid because of what the LORD who commands armies is planning to do to them.

18At that time five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and
swear allegiance to the LORD who commands armies. One will be called the City of the
Sun.

19At that time therewill be an altar for the LORD in themiddle of the land of Egypt, as
well as a sacred pillar dedicated to the LORD at its border.

20 It will become a visual reminder in the land of Egypt of the LORD who commands
armies. When they cry out to the LORD because of oppressors, he will send them a
deliverer and defender whowill rescue them.

21TheLORDwill reveal himself to theEgyptians, and theywill acknowledge theLORD’s
authority at that time. They will present sacrifices and offerings; they will make vows
to the LORD and fulfill them.

22 The LORD will strike Egypt, striking and then healing them. They will turn to the
LORD and he will listen to their prayers and heal them.

23At that time there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. The Assyrians will visit
Egypt, and the Egyptians will visit Assyria. The Egyptians and Assyrians will worship
together.

24 At that time Israel will be the third member of the group, along with Egypt and
Assyria, and will be a recipient of blessing in the earth.

25The LORDwho commands armies will pronounce a blessing over the earth, saying,
“Blessed be my people, Egypt, and the work of my hands, Assyria, and my special
possession, Israel!”

20
1The LORD revealed|strong="H0935" the followingmessage during the year inwhich

King Sargon of Assyria sent his commanding general to Ashdod, and he fought against
it and captured it.

2At that time the LORD|strong="H3069" announced through Isaiah son of Amoz: “Go,
remove the sackcloth from your waist and take your sandals off your feet.” He did as
instructed andwalked around in undergarments and barefoot.

3 Later the LORD explained, “In the same way that my servant Isaiah has walked
around in undergarments and barefoot for the past three years, as an object lesson and
omen pertaining to Egypt and Cush,

4so thekingofAssyriawill leadaway the captives of Egypt and the exiles of Cush, both
young andold. Theywill be in undergarments andbarefoot, with the buttocks exposed;
the Egyptians will be publicly humiliated.
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5 Those who put their hope in Cush and took pride in Egypt will be afraid and
embarrassed.

6 At that time those who live on this coast will say, ‘Look what has happened to our
source of hope to whom we fled for help, expecting to be rescued from the king of
Assyria! How canwe escape now?’ ”

21
1Here is a message about the Desert by the Sea:
Like strong winds blowing in the south,
one invades from the desert,
from a land that is feared.
2 I have received a distressingmessage:
“The deceiver deceives,
the destroyer destroys.
Attack, you Elamites!
Lay siege, youMedes!
I will put an end to all the groaning!”
3For this reasonmy stomach churns;
cramps overwhelmme
like the contractions of a woman in labor.
I am disturbed by what I hear,
horrified by what I see.
4My heart palpitates,
I shake in fear;
the twilight I desired
has brought me terror.
5Arrange the table,
lay out the carpet,
eat and drink!
Get up, you officers,
smear oil on the shields!
6For this is what the sovereignmaster has told me:
“Go, post a guard!
Hemust report what he sees.
7When he sees chariots,
teams of horses,
riders on donkeys,
riders on camels,
he must be alert,
very alert.”
8Then the guard cries out:
“On the watchtower, O sovereignmaster,
I stand all day long;
at my post
I am stationed every night.
9Look what’s coming!
A charioteer,
a team of horses.”
When questioned, he replies,
“Babylon has fallen, fallen!
All the idols of her gods lie shattered on the ground!”
10Omy downtrodden people, crushed like stalks on the threshing floor,
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what I have heard
from the LORD who commands armies,
the God of Israel,
I have reported to you.

BadNews for Seir
11Here is a message about Dumah:
Someone calls to me from Seir,
“Watchman, what is left of the night?
Watchman, what is left of the night?”
12The watchman replies,
“Morning is coming, but then night.
If you want to ask, ask;
come back again.”

The LordWill Judge Arabia
13Here is a message about Arabia:
In the thicket of Arabia you spend the night,
you Dedanite caravans.
14Bring out somewater for the thirsty.
You who live in the land of Tema,
bring some food for the fugitives.
15For they flee from the swords –
from the drawn sword
and from the battle-ready bow
and from the severity of the battle.

16For this is what the sovereign master has told me: “Within exactly one year all the
splendor of Kedar will come to an end.

17 Just a handful of archers, the warriors of Kedar, will be left.” Indeed, the LORD God
of Israel has spoken.

22
1Here is a message about the Valley of Vision:
What is the reason
that all of you go up to the rooftops?
2The noisy city is full of raucous sounds;
the town is filled with revelry.
Your slain were not cut down by the sword;
they did not die in battle.
3
All your leaders ran away together –
they fled to a distant place;
all your refugees were captured together –
they were captured without a single arrow being shot.
4 So I say:
“Don’t look at me!
I amweeping bitterly.
Don’t try to console me
concerning the destruction of my defenseless people.”
5For the sovereignmaster, the LORD who commands armies,
has planned a day of panic, defeat, and confusion.
In the Valley of Vision people shout
and cry out to the hill.
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6The Elamites picked up the quiver,
and camewith chariots and horsemen;
themen of Kir prepared the shield.
7Your very best valleys were full of chariots;
horsemen confidently took their positions at the gate.
8They removed the defenses of Judah.
At that time you looked
for the weapons in the House of the Forest.
9You saw themany breaks
in the walls of the city of David;
you stored upwater in the lower pool.
10You counted the houses in Jerusalem,
and demolished houses so you could havematerial to reinforce the wall.
11Youmade a reservoir between the twowalls
for the water of the old pool –
but you did not trust in the one whomade it;
you did not depend on the one who formed it long ago!
12At that time the sovereignmaster, the LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies,

called for weeping andmourning,
for shaved heads and sackcloth.
13But look, there is outright celebration!
You say, “Kill the ox and slaughter the sheep,
eat meat and drink wine.
Eat and drink, for tomorrowwe die!”

14 The LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies told me this: “Certainly this
sin will not be forgiven as long as you live,” says the sovereign master, the LORD who
commands armies.
15This is what the sovereignmaster, the LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies,

says:
“Go visit this administrator, Shebna, who supervises the palace, and tell him:
16 ‘What right do you have to be here? What relatives do you have buried here?
Why do you chisel out a tomb for yourself here?
He chisels out his burial site in an elevated place,
he carves out his tomb on a cliff.
17Look, the LORD will throw you far away, youmereman!
He will wrap you up tightly.
18Hewill wind you up tightly into a ball
and throw you into a wide, open land.
There you will die,
and there with you will be your impressive chariots,
which bring disgrace to the house of yourmaster.
19 I will remove you from your office;
you will be thrown down from your position.

20 “At that time I will summonmy servant Eliakim, son of Hilkiah.
21 I will put your robe on him, tie your belt around him, and transfer your authority

to him. He will become a protector of the residents of Jerusalem and of the people of
Judah.

22 I will place the key to the house of David on his shoulder. When he opens the door,
no one can close it; when he closes the door, no one can open it.

23 I will fasten him like a peg into a solid place; he will bring honor and respect to his
father’s family.



Isaiah 22:24 862 Isaiah 23:13

24His father’s family will gain increasing prominence because of him, including the
offspring and the offshoots. All the small containers, including thebowls andall the jars
will hang from this peg.’

25 “At that time,” says the LORD who commands armies, “the peg fastened into a solid
place will come loose. It will be cut off and fall, and the load hanging on it will be cut
off.” Indeed, the LORD has spoken.

23
1Here is a message about Tyre:
Wail, you large ships,
for the port is too devastated to enter!
From the land of Cyprus this news is announced to them.
2Lament, you residents of the coast,
youmerchants of Sidon who travel over the sea,
whose agents sail over
3 the deep waters!
Grain from the Shihor region,
crops grown near the Nile she receives;
she is the trade center of the nations.
4Be ashamed, O Sidon,
for the sea says this, O fortress of the sea:
“I have not gone into labor
or given birth;
I have not raised youngmen
or brought up young women.”
5When the news reaches Egypt,
they will be shaken by what has happened to Tyre.
6Travel to Tarshish!
Wail, you residents of the coast!
7 Is this really your boisterous city
whose origins are in the distant past,
and whose feet led her to a distant land to reside?
8Who planned this for royal Tyre,
whosemerchants are princes,
whose traders are the dignitaries of the earth?
9The LORD|strong="H3069" who commands armies planned it –
to dishonor the pride that comes from all her beauty,
to humiliate all the dignitaries of the earth.
10Daughter Tarshish, travel back to your land, as one crosses the Nile;
there is no longer anymarketplace in Tyre.
11The LORD stretched out his hand over the sea,
he shook kingdoms;
he gave the order
to destroy Canaan’s fortresses.
12He said,
“Youwill no longer celebrate,
oppressed virgin daughter Sidon!
Get up, travel to Cyprus,
but you will find no relief there.”
13Look at the land of the Chaldeans,
these people who have lost their identity!
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The Assyrians havemade it a home for wild animals.
They erected their siege towers,
demolished its fortresses,
and turned it into a heap of ruins.
14Wail, you large ships,
for your fortress is destroyed!

15At that time Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years, the typical life span of a king.
At the end of seventy years Tyre will try to attract attention again, like the prostitute in
the popular song:
16 “Take the harp,
go through the city,
forgotten prostitute!
Play it well,
play lots of songs,
so you’ll be noticed!”

17At the end of seventy years the LORDwill revive Tyre. She will start makingmoney
again by selling her services to all the earth’s kingdoms.

18Her profits and earningswill be set apart for the LORD. Theywill not be storedup or
accumulated, for her profits will be given to those who live in the LORD’s presence and
will be used to purchase large quantities of food and beautiful clothes.

24
1Look, the LORD is ready to devastate the earth
and leave it in ruins;
he will mar its surface
and scatter its inhabitants.
2Everyone will suffer – the priest as well as the people,
the master as well as the servant,
the elegant lady as well as the female attendant,
the seller as well as the buyer,
the borrower as well as the lender,
the creditor as well as the debtor.
3The earth will be completely devastated
and thoroughly ransacked.
For the LORD has decreed this judgment.
4The earth dries up andwithers,
the world shrivels up andwithers;
the prominent people of the earth fade away.
5The earth is defiled by its inhabitants,
for they have violated laws,
disregarded the regulation,
and broken the permanent treaty.
6 So a treaty curse devours the earth;
its inhabitants pay for their guilt.
This is why the inhabitants of the earth disappear,
and are reduced to just a handful of people.
7The newwine dries up,
the vines shrivel up,
all those who like to celebrate groan.
8The happy sound of the tambourines stops,
the revelry of those who celebrate comes to a halt,
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the happy sound of the harp ceases.
9They no longer sing and drink wine;
the beer tastes bitter to those who drink it.
10The ruined town is shattered;
all of the houses are shut up tight.
11They howl in the streets because of what happened to the wine;
all joy turns to sorrow;
celebrations disappear from the earth.
12The city is left in ruins;
the gate is reduced to rubble.
13This is what will happen throughout the earth,
among the nations.
It will be like when they beat an olive tree,
and just a few olives are left at the end of the harvest.
14They lift their voices and shout joyfully;
they praise themajesty of the LORD|strong="H3069" in the west.
15 So in the east extol the LORD,
along the seacoasts extol the fame of the LORD God of Israel.
16From the ends of the earth we hear songs –
the Just One is majestic.
But I say, “I’mwasting away! I’mwasting away! I’mdoomed!
Deceivers deceive, deceivers thoroughly deceive!”
17Terror, pit, and snare
are ready to overtake you inhabitants of the earth!
18The one who runs away from the sound of the terror
will fall into the pit;
the one who climbs out of the pit,
will be trapped by the snare.
For the floodgates of the heavens are opened up
and the foundations of the earth shake.
19The earth is broken in pieces,
the earth is ripped to shreds,
the earth shakes violently.
20The earth will stagger around like a drunk;
it will sway back and forth like a hut in a windstorm.
Its sin will weigh it down,
and it will fall and never get up again.

The LordWill Become King
21At that time the LORD will punish
the heavenly forces in the heavens
and the earthly kings on the earth.
22They will be imprisoned in a pit,
locked up in a prison,
and after staying there for a long time, they will be punished.
23The full moonwill be covered up,
the bright sun will be darkened;
for the LORD who commands armies will rule
onMount Zion in Jerusalem
in the presence of his assembly, in majestic splendor.
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25
1O LORD, you aremy God!
I will exalt you in praise, I will extol your fame.
For you have done extraordinary things,
and executed plans made long ago exactly as you decreed.
2 Indeed, you havemade the city into a heap of rubble,
the fortified town into a heap of ruins;
the fortress of foreigners is no longer a city,
it will never be rebuilt.
3 So a strong nation will extol you;
the towns of powerful nations will fear you.
4For you are a protector for the poor,
a protector for the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm,
a shade from the heat.
Though the breath of tyrants is like a winter rainstorm,
5 like heat in a dry land,
you humble the boasting foreigners.
Just as the shadow of a cloud causes the heat to subside,
so he causes the song of tyrants to cease.
6 The LORD who commands armies will hold a banquet for all the nations on this

mountain.
At this banquet there will be plenty of meat and aged wine –
tender meat and choicest wine.
7On this mountain he will swallow up
the shroud that is over all the peoples,
the woven covering that is over all the nations;
8he will swallow up death permanently.
The sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from every face,
and remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth.
Indeed, the LORD has announced it!
9At that time they will say,
“Look, here is our God!
Wewaited for him and he delivered us.
Here is the LORD|strong="H3069"! Wewaited for him.
Let’s rejoice and celebrate his deliverance!”
10For the LORD’s power will make this mountain secure.
Moab will be trampled downwhere it stands,
as a heap of straw is trampled down in amanure pile.
11Moabwill spread out its hands in themiddle of it,
just as a swimmer spreads his hands to swim;
the LORD will bring down|strong="H8213" Moab’s pride as it spreads its hands.
12The fortified city (along with the very tops of your walls) he will knock down,
he will bring it down, he will throw it down to the dusty ground.

26
1At that time this song will be sung in the land of Judah:
“We have a strong city!
The LORD’s deliverance|strong="H3444", like walls and a rampart, makes it secure.
2Open the gates so a righteous nation can enter –
one that remains trustworthy.
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3You keep completely safe the people whomaintain their faith,
for they trust in you.
4Trust in the LORD from this time forward,
even in Yah, the LORD, an enduring protector!
5 Indeed, the LORD knocks down|strong="H7817" those who live in a high place,
he brings down an elevated town;
he brings it down to the ground,
he throws it down to the dust.
6 It is trampled underfoot
by the feet of the oppressed,
by the soles of the poor.”

God’s People Anticipate Vindication
7The way of the righteous is level,
the path of the righteous that youmake is straight.
8Yes, as your judgments unfold,
O LORD, we wait for you.
We desire your fame and reputation to grow.
9 I look for you during the night,
my spirit withinme seeks you at dawn,
for when your judgments come upon the earth,
those who live in the world learn about justice.
10 If the wicked are shownmercy,
they do not learn about justice.
Even in a land where right is rewarded, they act unjustly;
they do not see the LORD’s|strong="H3069" majesty revealed.
11O LORD, you are ready to act,
but they don’t even notice.
They will see and be put to shame by your angry judgment against humankind,
yes, fire will consume your enemies.
12O LORD, youmake us secure,
for even all we have accomplished, you have done for us.
13O LORD, our God,
masters other than you have ruled us,
but we praise your name alone.
14The dead do not come back to life,
the spirits of the dead do not rise.
That is because you came in judgment and destroyed them,
you wiped out all memory of them.
15You havemade the nation larger, O LORD,
you havemade the nation larger and revealed your splendor,
you have extended all the borders of the land.
16O LORD, in distress they looked for you;
they uttered incantations because of your discipline.
17As when a pregnant woman gets ready to deliver
and strains and cries out because of her labor pains,
so were we because of you, O LORD.
18Wewere pregnant, we strained,
we gave birth, as it were, to wind.
We cannot produce deliverance on the earth;
people to populate the world are not born.
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19
Your dead will come back to life;
your corpses will rise up.
Wake up and shout joyfully, you who live in the ground!
For you will grow like plants drenched with themorning dew,
and the earth will bring forth its dead spirits.
20Go, my people! Enter your inner rooms!
Close your doors behind you!
Hide for a little while,
until his angry judgment is over!
21For look, the LORD is coming out of the place where he lives,
to punish the sin of those who live on the earth.
The earth will display the blood shed on it;
it will no longer cover up its slain.

27
1At that time the LORD will punish
with his destructive, great, and powerful sword
Leviathan the fast-moving serpent,
Leviathan the squirming serpent;
he will kill the seamonster.
2When that time comes,
sing about a delightful vineyard!
3 I, the LORD, protect it;
I water it regularly.
I guard it night and day,
so no one can harm it.
4 I am not angry.
I wish I could confront some thorns and briers!
Then I wouldmarch against them for battle;
I would set them all on fire,
5unless they becamemy subjects
andmade peace withme;
let themmake peace withme.
6The time is coming when Jacob will take root;
Israel will blossom and grow branches.
The produce will fill the surface of the world.
7Has the LORD|strong="H4347" struck down Israel like he did their oppressors?
Has Israel been killed like their enemies?
8When you summon her for divorce, you prosecute her;
he drives her away with his strong wind in the day of the east wind.
9 So in this way Jacob’s sin will be forgiven,
and this is how they will show they are finished sinning:
They will make all the stones of the altars
like crushed limestone,
and the Asherah poles and the incense altars will no longer stand.
10For the fortified city is left alone;
it is a deserted settlement
and abandoned like the desert.
Calves graze there;
they lie down there
and eat its branches bare.
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11When its branches get brittle, they break;
women come and use them for kindling.
For these people lack understanding,
therefore the one whomade them has no compassion on them;
the one who formed them has nomercy on them.

12At that time theLORD|strong="H3069"will shake the tree, from theEuphrates River
to the Stream of Egypt. Then youwill be gathered up one by one, O Israelites.

13At that time a large trumpet will be blown, and the ones lost in the land of Assyria
will come, as well as the refugees in the land of Egypt. They will worship the LORD on
the holy mountain in Jerusalem.

28
1The splendid crown of Ephraim’s drunkards is doomed,
the withering flower, its beautiful splendor,
situated at the head of a rich valley,
the crown of those overcomewith wine.
2Look, the sovereignmaster sends a strong, powerful one.
With the force of a hailstorm or a destructive windstorm,
with themight of a driving, torrential rainstorm,
he will knock that crown to the groundwith his hand.
3The splendid crown of Ephraim’s drunkards
will be trampled underfoot.
4The withering flower, its beautiful splendor,
situated at the head of a rich valley,
will be like an early fig before harvest –
as soon as someone notices it,
he grabs it and swallows it.
5At that time the LORD who commands armies will become a beautiful crown
and a splendid diadem for the remnant of his people.
6Hewill give discernment to the one whomakes judicial decisions,
and strength to those who defend the city from attackers.
7Even these men stagger because of wine,
they stumble around because of beer –
priests and prophets stagger because of beer,
they are confused because of wine,
they stumble around because of beer;
they stagger while seeing prophetic visions,
they totter while making legal decisions.
8 Indeed, all the tables are covered with vomit;
no place is untouched.
9Who is the LORD trying to teach|strong="H1844"?
To whom is he explaining amessage?
Those just weaned frommilk!
Those just taken from their mother’s breast!
10 Indeed, they will hear meaningless gibberish,
senseless babbling,
a syllable here, a syllable there.
11For withmocking lips and a foreign tongue
he will speak to these people.
12 In the past he said to them,
“This is where security can be found.
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Provide security for the one who is exhausted!
This is where rest can be found.”
But they refused to listen.
13 So the LORD’s word to themwill sound like
meaningless gibberish,
senseless babbling,
a syllable here, a syllable there.
As a result, they will fall on their backsides when they try to walk,
and be injured, ensnared, and captured.

The LordWill Judge Jerusalem
14Therefore, listen to the LORD’s word,
you whomock,
you rulers of these people
who reside in Jerusalem!
15For you say,
“We havemade a treaty with death,
with Sheol we havemade an agreement.
When the overwhelming judgment sweeps by
it will not reach us.
For we havemade a lie our refuge,
we have hidden ourselves in a deceitful word.”
16Therefore, this is what the sovereignmaster, the LORD|strong="H3069", says:
“Look, I am laying a stone in Zion,
an approved stone,
set in place as a precious cornerstone for the foundation.
The one whomaintains his faith will not panic.
17 I will make justice themeasuring line,
fairness the plumb line;
hail will sweep away the unreliable refuge,
the floodwaters will overwhelm the hiding place.
18Your treaty with death will be dissolved;
your agreement with Sheol will not last.
When the overwhelming judgment sweeps by,
you will be overrun by it.
19Whenever it sweeps by, it will overtake you;
indeed, everymorning it will sweep by,
it will come through during the day and the night.”
When this announcement is understood,
it will cause nothing but terror.
20For the bed is too short to stretch out on,
and the blanket is too narrow to wrap around oneself.
21For the LORD will rise up, as he did at Mount Perazim,
he will rouse himself, as he did in the Valley of Gibeon,
to accomplish his work,
his peculiar work,
to perform his task,
his strange task.
22 So now, do not mock,
or your chains will become heavier!
For I have heard amessage about decreed destruction,
from the sovereignmaster, the LORD who commands armies, against the entire land.
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23Pay attention and listen to mymessage!
Be attentive and listen to what I have to say!
24Does a farmer just keep on plowing at planting time?
Does he keep breaking up and harrowing his ground?
25Once he has leveled its surface,
does he not scatter the seed of the caraway plant,
sow the seed of the cumin plant,
and plant the wheat, barley, and grain in their designated places?
26His God instructs him;
he teaches him the principles of agriculture.
27Certainly caraway seed is not threshed with a sledge,
nor is the wheel of a cart rolled over cumin seed.
Certainly caraway seed is beaten with a stick,
and cumin seed with a flail.
28Grain is crushed,
though one certainly does not thresh it forever.
The wheel of one’s wagon rolls over it,
but his horses do not crush it.
29This also comes from the LORD who commands armies,
who gives supernatural guidance and imparts great wisdom.

29
1Ariel is as good as dead –
Ariel, the town David besieged!
Keep observing your annual rituals,
celebrate your festivals on schedule.
2 I will threaten Ariel,
and she will mourn intensely
and become like an altar hearth before me.
3 I will lay siege to you on all sides;
I will besiege you with troops;
I will raise siege works against you.
4Youwill fall;
while lying on the ground youwill speak;
from the dust where you lie, your words will be heard.
Your voice will sound like a spirit speaking from the underworld;
from the dust you will chirp as if muttering an incantation.
5But the horde of invaders will be like fine dust,
the horde of tyrants like chaff that is blown away.
It will happen suddenly, in a flash.
6 Judgment will come from the LORD who commands armies,
accompanied by thunder, earthquake, and a loud noise,
by a strong gale, a windstorm, and a consuming flame of fire.
7 It will be like a dream, a night vision.
There will be a horde from all the nations that fight against Ariel,
those who attack her and her stronghold and besiege her.
8 It will be like a hungryman dreaming that he is eating,
only to awaken and find that his stomach is empty.
It will be like a thirsty man dreaming that he is drinking,
only to awaken and find that he is still weak and his thirst unquenched.
So it will be for the horde from all the nations
that fight against Mount Zion.
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God’s People are Spiritually Insensitive
9Youwill be shocked and amazed!
You are totally blind!
They are drunk, but not because of wine;
they stagger, but not because of beer.
10For the LORD|strong="H3069" has poured out on you
a strong urge to sleep deeply.
He has shut your eyes (the prophets),
and covered your heads (the seers).

11 To you this entire prophetic revelation is like words in a sealed scroll. When they
hand it to one who can read and say, “Read this,” he responds, “I can’t, because it is
sealed.”

12Or when they hand the scroll to one who can’t read and say, “Read this,” he says, “I
can’t read.”
13The sovereignmaster says,
“These people say they are loyal to me;
they say wonderful things about me,
but they are not really loyal to me.
Their worship consists of
nothing but man-made ritual.
14Therefore I will again do an amazing thing for these people –
an absolutely extraordinary deed.
Wise menwill have nothing to say,
the sages will have no explanations.”
15Those who try to hide their plans from the LORD are as good as dead,
who do their work in secret and boast,
“Who sees us? Who knows what we’re doing?”
16Your thinking is perverse!
Should the potter be regarded as clay?
Should the thingmade say about its maker, “He didn’t makeme”?
Or should the pottery say about the potter, “He doesn’t understand”?

Changes are Coming
17 In just a very short time
Lebanonwill turn into an orchard,
and the orchard will be considered a forest.
18At that time the deaf will be able to hear words read from a scroll,
and the eyes of the blind will be able to see through deep darkness.
19The downtrodden will again rejoice in the LORD;
the poor among humankind will take delight in the Holy One of Israel.
20For tyrants will disappear,
those who taunt will vanish,
and all those who love to do wrong will be eliminated –
21 those who bear false testimony against a person,
who entrap the one who arbitrates at the city gate
and deprive the innocent of justice bymaking false charges.
22So this is what the LORD, the onewho delivered Abraham, says to the family of Jacob:
“Jacob will no longer be ashamed;
their faces will no longer show their embarrassment.
23For when they see their children,
whom I will produce among them,
they will honormy name.
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They will honor the Holy One of Jacob;
they will respect the God of Israel.
24Those who straymorally will gain understanding;
those who complain will acquire insight.

30
1 “The rebellious children are as good as dead,” says the LORD,
“those whomake plans without consulting me,
who form alliances without consulting my Spirit,
and thereby compound their sin.
2They travel down to Egypt
without seekingmywill,
seeking Pharaoh’s protection,
and looking for safety in Egypt’s protective shade.
3But Pharaoh’s protection will bring you nothing but shame,
and the safety of Egypt’s protective shade nothing but humiliation.
4Though his officials are in Zoan
and his messengers arrive at Hanes,
5all will be put to shame
because of a nation that cannot help them,
who cannot give them aid or help,
but only shame and disgrace.”
6This is a message about the animals in the Negev:
Through a land of distress and danger,
inhabited by lionesses and roaring lions,
by snakes and darting adders,
they transport their wealth on the backs of donkeys,
their riches on the humps of camels,
to a nation that cannot help them.
7Egypt is totally incapable of helping.
For this reason I call her
‘Proud one who is silenced.’ ”
8Now go, write it down on a tablet in their presence,
inscribe it on a scroll,
so that it might be preserved for a future time
as an enduring witness.
9For these are rebellious people –
they are lying children,
children unwilling to obey the LORD’s law.
10They say to the visionaries, “See nomore visions!”
and to the seers, “Don’t relate messages to us about what is right!
Tell us nice things,
relate deceptive messages.
11Turn aside from the way,
stray off the path.
Remove from our presence the Holy One of Israel.”
12For this reason this is what the Holy One of Israel says:
“You have rejected this message;
you trust instead in your ability to oppress and trick,
and rely on that kind of behavior.
13 So this sin will become your downfall.
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Youwill be like a high wall
that bulges and cracks and is ready to collapse;
it crumbles suddenly, in a flash.
14 It shatters in pieces like a clay jar,
so shattered to bits that none of it can be salvaged.
Among its fragments one cannot find a shard large enough
to scoop a hot coal from a fire
or to skim offwater from a cistern.”
15For this is what themaster, the LORD|strong="H3069", the Holy One of Israel says:
“If you repented and patiently waited for me, you would be delivered;
if you calmly trusted inme youwould find strength,
but you are unwilling.
16You say, ‘No, we will flee on horses,’
so you will indeed flee.
You say, ‘Wewill ride on fast horses,’
so your pursuers will be fast.
17One thousand will scurry at the battle cry of one enemy soldier;
at the battle cry of five enemy soldiers you will all run away,
until the remaining few are as isolated
as a flagpole on amountaintop
or a signal flag on a hill.”

The LordWill Not AbandonHis People
18For this reason the LORD is ready to show youmercy;
he sits on his throne, ready to have compassion on you.
Indeed, the LORD is a just God;
all who wait for him in faith will be blessed.
19For people will live in Zion;
in Jerusalem youwill weep nomore.
When he hears your cry of despair, he will indeed show youmercy;
when he hears it, he will respond to you.
20The sovereignmaster will give you distress to eat
and suffering to drink;
but your teachers will no longer be hidden;
your eyes will see them.
21Youwill hear a word spoken behind you, saying,
“This is the correct way, walk in it,”
whether you are heading to the right or the left.
22Youwill desecrate your silver-plated idols
and your gold-plated images.
You will throw them away as if they were amenstrual rag,
saying to them, “Get out!”
23Hewill water the seed you plant in the ground,
and the groundwill produce crops in abundance.
At that time your cattle will graze in wide pastures.
24The oxen and donkeys used in plowing
will eat seasoned feed winnowedwith a shovel and pitchfork.
25On every highmountain
and every high hill
there will be streams flowing with water,
at the time of great slaughter when the fortified towers collapse.
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26The light of the full moonwill be like the sun’s glare
and the sun’s glare will be seven times brighter,
like the light of seven days,
when the LORD binds up his people’s fractured bones
and heals their severe wound.
27Look, the name of the LORD comes from a distant place
in raging anger and awesome splendor.
He speaks angrily
and his word is like destructive fire.
28His battle cry overwhelms like a flooding river
that reaches one’s neck.
He shakes the nations in a sieve that isolates the chaff;
he puts a bit into themouth of the nations and leads them to destruction.
29Youwill sing
as you do in the evening when you are celebrating a festival.
You will be happy like one who plays a flute
as he goes to themountain of the LORD, the Rock who shelters Israel.
30The LORD will give amighty shout
and intervene in power,
with furious anger and flaming, destructive fire,
with a driving rainstorm and hailstones.
31 Indeed, the LORD’s shout will shatter Assyria;
he will beat themwith a club.
32Every blow from his punishing cudgel,
with which the LORD will beat them,
will be accompanied bymusic from the tambourine and harp,
and he will attack themwith his weapons.
33For the burial place is already prepared;
it has beenmade deep andwide for the king.
The firewood is piled high on it.
The LORD’s breath, like a stream flowing with brimstone,
will ignite it.

31
1Those who go down to Egypt for help are as good as dead,
those who rely on war horses,
and trust in Egypt’s many chariots
and in their many, many horsemen.
But they do not rely on the Holy One of Israel
and do not seek help from the LORD.
2Yet he too is wise and he will bring disaster;
he does not retract his decree.
He will attack the wicked nation,
and the nation that helps those who commit sin.
3The Egyptians are mere humans, not God;
their horses are made of flesh, not spirit.
The LORD will strike with his hand;
the one who helps will stumble
and the one being helped will fall.
Together they will perish.

The LordWill Defend Zion
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4 Indeed, this is what the LORD says to me:
“The LORD|strong="H1897" will be like a growling lion,
like a young lion growling over its prey.
Though a whole group of shepherds gathers against it,
it is not afraid of their shouts
or intimidated by their yelling.
In this sameway the LORD who commands armies will descend
to do battle onMount Zion and on its hill.
5 Just as birds hover over a nest,
so the LORD who commands armies will protect Jerusalem.
He will protect and deliver it;
as he passes over he will rescue it.

6You Israelites! Return to the one against whom you have so blatantly rebelled!
7For at that time everyonewill get rid of the silver and gold idols your hands sinfully

made.
8Assyria will fall by a sword, but not one human-made;
a sword not made by humankind will destroy them.
They will run away from this sword
and their youngmenwill be forced to do hard labor.
9They will surrender their stronghold because of fear;
their officers will be afraid of the LORD’s battle flag|strong="H5251".”
This is what the LORD|strong="H3069" says –
the one whose fire is in Zion,
whose firepot is in Jerusalem.

32
1Look, a king will promote fairness;
officials will promote justice.
2Each of themwill be like a shelter from the wind
and a refuge from a rainstorm;
like streams of water in a dry region
and like the shade of a large cliff in a parched land.
3Eyes will no longer be blind
and ears will be attentive.
4Themind that acts rashly will possess discernment
and the tongue that stutters will speak with ease and clarity.
5A fool will no longer be called honorable;
a deceiver will no longer be called principled.
6For a fool speaks disgraceful things;
his mind plans out sinful deeds.
He commits godless deeds
and says misleading things about the LORD|strong="H3069";
he gives the hungry nothing to satisfy their appetite
and gives the thirsty nothing to drink.
7A deceiver’s methods are evil;
he dreams up evil plans
to ruin the poor with lies,
even when the needy are in the right.
8An honorable manmakes honorable plans;
his honorable character gives him security.

The LordWill Give True Security
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9You complacent women,
get up and listen to me!
You carefree daughters,
pay attention to what I say!
10 In a year’s time
you carefree ones will shake with fear,
for the grape harvest will fail,
and the fruit harvest will not arrive.
11Tremble, you complacent ones!
Shake with fear, you carefree ones!
Strip off your clothes and expose yourselves –
put sackcloth on your waist!
12Mourn over the field,
over the delightful fields
and the fruitful vine!
13Mourn over the land of my people,
which is overgrownwith thorns and briers,
and over all the once-happy houses
in the city filled with revelry.
14For the fortress is neglected;
the once-crowded city is abandoned.
Hill and watchtower
are permanently uninhabited.
Wild donkeys love to go there,
and flocks graze there.
15This desolation will continue until new life is poured out on us from heaven.
Then the desert will become an orchard
and the orchard will be considered a forest.
16 Justice will settle down in the desert
and fairness will live in the orchard.
17Fairness will produce peace
and result in lasting security.
18My people will live in peaceful settlements,
in secure homes,
and in safe, quiet places.
19Even if the forest is destroyed
and the city is annihilated,
20you will be blessed,
you who plant seed by all the banks of the streams,
you who let your ox and donkey graze.

33
1The destroyer is as good as dead,
you who have not been destroyed!
The deceitful one is as good as dead,
the one whom others have not deceived!
When you are through destroying, you will be destroyed;
when you finish deceiving, others will deceive you!
2LORD, bemerciful to us! Wewait for you.
Give us strength eachmorning!
Deliver us when distress comes.
3The nations run awaywhen they hear a loud noise;
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the nations scatter when you spring into action!
4Your plunder disappears as if locusts were eating it;
they swarm over it like locusts!
5The LORD is exalted,
indeed, he lives in heaven;
he fills Zion with justice and fairness.
6He is your constant source of stability;
he abundantly provides safety and great wisdom;
he gives all this to those who fear him.
7Look, ambassadors cry out in the streets;
messengers sent to make peace weep bitterly.
8Highways are empty,
there are no travelers.
Treaties are broken,
witnesses are despised,
human life is treated with disrespect.
9The land dries up andwithers away;
the forest of Lebanon shrivels up and decays.
Sharon is like the desert;
Bashan and Carmel are parched.
10 “Now I will rise up,” says the LORD.
“Now I will exalt myself;
now I will magnify myself.
11You conceive straw,
you give birth to chaff;
your breath is a fire that destroys you.
12The nations will be burned to ashes;
like thorn bushes that have been cut down, they will be set on fire.
13Youwho are far away, listen to what I have done!
You who are close by, recognize my strength!”
14 Sinners are afraid in Zion;
panic grips the godless.
They say, ‘Who among us can coexist with destructive fire?
Who among us can coexist with unquenchable fire?’
15The one who lives uprightly
and speaks honestly;
the one who refuses to profit from oppressive measures
and rejects a bribe;
the one who does not plot violent crimes
and does not seek to harm others –
16This is the person whowill live in a secure place;
he will find safety in the rocky, mountain strongholds;
he will have food
and a constant supply of water.
17Youwill see a king in his splendor;
you will see a wide land.
18Yourmind will recall the terror you experienced,
and youwill ask yourselves, “Where is the scribe?
Where is the one whoweighs themoney?
Where is the one who counts the towers?”
19Youwill no longer see a defiant people
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whose language you do not comprehend,
whose derisive speech you do not understand.
20Look at Zion, the city where we hold religious festivals!
You will see Jerusalem,
a peaceful settlement,
a tent that stays put;
its stakes will never be pulled up;
none of its ropes will snap in two.
21 Instead the LORD will rule there as ourmighty king.
Rivers and wide streams will flow through it;
no war galley will enter;
no large ships will sail through.
22For the LORD, our ruler,
the LORD, our commander,
the LORD, our king –
he will deliver us.
23Though at this time your ropes are slack,
the mast is not secured,
and the sail is not unfurled,
at that time youwill divide up a great quantity of loot;
even the lamewill drag off plunder.
24No resident of Zion will say, “I am ill”;
the people who live there will have their sin forgiven.

34
1Come near, you nations, and listen!
Pay attention, you people!
The earth and everything it contains must listen,
the world and everything that lives in it.
2For the LORD is angry at all the nations
and furious with all their armies.
He will annihilate them and slaughter them.
3Their slain will be left unburied,
their corpses will stink;
the hills will soak up their blood.
4All the stars in the sky will fade away,
the sky will roll up like a scroll;
all its stars will wither,
like a leaf withers and falls from a vine
or a fig withers and falls from a tree.
5He says, “Indeed, my sword has slaughtered heavenly powers.
Look, it now descends on Edom,
on the people I will annihilate in judgment.”
6The LORD’s sword is dripping with blood,
it is covered with fat;
it drips with the blood of young rams and goats
and is covered with the fat of rams’ kidneys.
For the LORD is holding a sacrifice in Bozrah,
a bloody slaughter in the land of Edom.
7Wild oxen will be slaughtered along with them,
as well as strong bulls.
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Their land is drenched with blood,
their soil is covered with fat.
8For the LORD has planned a day of revenge,
a time when he will repay Edom for her hostility toward Zion.
9Edom’s streams will be turned into pitch
and her soil into brimstone;
her land will become burning pitch.
10Night and day it will burn;
its smoke will ascend continually.
Generation after generation it will be a wasteland
and no one will ever pass through it again.
11Owls and wild animals will live there,
all kinds of wild birds will settle in it.
The LORD will stretch out|strong="H5186" over her
themeasuring line of ruin
and the plumb line of destruction.
12Her nobles will have nothing left to call a kingdom
and all her officials will disappear.
13Her fortresses will be overgrownwith thorns;
thickets and weeds will grow in her fortified cities.
Jackals will settle there;
ostriches will live there.
14Wild animals and wild dogs will congregate there;
wild goats will bleat to one another.
Yes, nocturnal animals will rest there
andmake for themselves a nest.
15Owls will make nests and lay eggs there;
they will hatch them and protect them.
Yes, hawks will gather there,
each with its mate.
16Carefully read the scroll of the LORD!
Not one of these creatures will be missing,
none will lack amate.
For the LORD|strong="H6680" has issued the decree,
and his own spirit gathers them.
17He assigns them their allotment;
hemeasures out their assigned place.
They will live there permanently;
they will settle in it through successive generations.

35
1Let the desert and dry region be happy;
let the wilderness rejoice and bloom like a lily!
2Let it richly bloom;
let it rejoice and shout with delight!
It is given the grandeur of Lebanon,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the grandeur of the LORD,
the splendor of our God.
3 Strengthen the hands that have gone limp,
steady the knees that shake!
4Tell those who panic,
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“Be strong! Do not fear!
Look, your God comes to avenge!
With divine retribution he comes to deliver you.”
5Then blind eyes will open,
deaf ears will hear.
6Then the lamewill leap like a deer,
the mute tongue will shout for joy;
for water will flow in the desert,
streams in the wilderness.
7The dry soil will become a pool of water,
the parched ground springs of water.
Where jackals once lived and sprawled out,
grass, reeds, and papyrus will grow.
8A thoroughfare will be there –
it will be called theWay of Holiness.
The unclean will not travel on it;
it is reserved for those authorized to use it –
fools will not stray into it.
9No lions will be there,
no ferocious wild animals will be on it –
they will not be found there.
Those delivered from bondage will travel on it,
10 those whom the LORD has ransomedwill return that way.
They will enter Zion with a happy shout.
Unending joy will crown them,
happiness and joy will overwhelm them;
grief and suffering will disappear.

36
1 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s reign, King Sennacherib of Assyria

marched up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them.
2 The king of Assyria sent his chief adviser from Lachish to King Hezekiah in

Jerusalem, along with a large army. The chief adviser stood at the conduit of the upper
pool which is located on the road to the field where they wash and dry cloth.

3EliakimsonofHilkiah, thepalace supervisor, accompaniedbyShebna the scribeand
Joah son of Asaph, the secretary, went out to meet him.

4The chief adviser said to them, “Tell Hezekiah: ‘This is what the great king, the king
of Assyria, says: “What is your source of confidence?

5Your claim to have a strategy and military strength is just empty talk. In whom are
you trusting, that you would dare to rebel against me?

6Look, youmust be trusting in Egypt, that splintered reed staff. If someone leans on it
for support, it punctures his hand andwounds him. That is what Pharaoh king of Egypt
does to all who trust in him!

7Perhaps youwill tell me, ‘Weare trusting in the LORD|strong="H3069" our God.’ But
Hezekiah is the one who eliminated his high places and altars and then told the people
of Judah and Jerusalem, ‘Youmust worship at this altar.’

8 Now make a deal with my master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses, provided you can find enough riders for them.

9 Certainly you will not refuse one of my master’s minor officials and trust in Egypt
for chariots and horsemen.
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10Furthermore itwasby the commandof theLORD that Imarchedupagainst this land
to destroy it. The LORD told me, ‘March up against this land and destroy it!’ ” ’ ”

11 Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to the chief adviser, “Speak to your servants in
Aramaic, forweunderstand it. Don’t speakwithus in the Judahite dialect in thehearing
of the people who are on the wall.”

12 But the chief adviser said, “My master did not send me to speak these words only
to your master and to you. His message is also for the menwho sit on the wall, for they
will eat their own excrement and drink their own urine along with you!”

13 The chief adviser then stood there and called out loudly in the Judahite dialect,
“Listen to themessage of the great king, the king of Assyria.

14 This is what the king says: ‘Don’t let Hezekiah mislead you, for he is not able to
rescue you!

15 Don’t let Hezekiah talk you into trusting in the LORD by saying, “The LORD will
certainly rescue us; this city will not be handed over to the king of Assyria.”

16Don’t listen to Hezekiah!’ For this is what the king of Assyria says, ‘Sendme a token
of your submission and surrender to me. Then each of you may eat from his own vine
and fig tree and drink water from his own cistern,

17until I comeand take you to a land just like your own –a landof grain andnewwine,
a land of bread and vineyards.

18Hezekiah ismisleading youwhenhe says, “The LORDwill rescue us.” Has any of the
gods of the nations rescued his land from the power of the king of Assyria?

19Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim?
Indeed, did any gods rescue Samaria frommy power?

20Who among all the gods of these lands have rescued their lands from my power?
So how can the LORD rescue Jerusalem frommy power?’ ”

21 They were silent and did not respond, for the king had ordered, “Don’t respond to
him.”

22 Eliakim son of Hilkiah, the palace supervisor, accompanied by Shebna the scribe
and Joah son of Asaph, the secretary, went to Hezekiah with their clothes torn in grief
and reported to himwhat the chief adviser had said.

37
1When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, and went to

the LORD’s temple.
2Eliakim the palace supervisor, Shebna the scribe, and the leading priests, clothed in

sackcloth, sent this message to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz:
3 “This is what Hezekiah says: ‘This is a day of distress, insults, and humiliation, as

when a baby is ready to leave the birth canal, but themother lacks the strength to push
it through.

4 Perhaps the LORD|strong="H3069" your God will hear all these things the chief
adviser has spoken on behalf of his master, the king of Assyria, who sent him to taunt
the livingGod. When the LORD|strong="H3069" yourGodhears, perhaps hewill punish
him for the things he has said. So pray for this remnant that remains.’ ”

5When King Hezekiah’s servants came to Isaiah,
6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master this: ‘This is what the LORD says: “Don’t be

afraid because of the things youhaveheard – these insults the king of Assyria’s servants
have hurled against me.

7 Look, I will take control of his mind; he will receive a report and return to his own
land. I will cut him downwith a sword in his own land.” ’ ”

8When the chief adviser heard the king of Assyria had departed fromLachish, he left
and went to Libnah, where the king was campaigning.
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9 The king heard that King Tirhakah of Ethiopia was marching out to fight him. He
again sent messengers to Hezekiah, ordering them:

10 “Tell King Hezekiah of Judah this: ‘Don’t let your God in whom you trust mislead
you when he says, “Jerusalemwill not be handed over to the king of Assyria.”

11 Certainly you have heard how the kings of Assyria have annihilated all lands. Do
you really think you will be rescued?

12Were the nations whommy predecessors destroyed – the nations of Gozan, Haran,
Rezeph, and the people of Eden in Telassar – rescued by their gods?

13Whereare thekingofHamath, thekingofArpad, and thekings of Lair, Sepharvaim,
Hena, and Ivvah?’ ”

14Hezekiah took the letter from the messengers and read it. Then Hezekiah went up
to the LORD’s temple and spread it out before the LORD.

15Hezekiah prayed before the LORD:
16“OLORDwhocommandsarmies,OGodof Israel,who is enthronedon thecherubim!

You alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. Youmade the sky and the earth.
17 Pay attention, LORD, and hear! Open your eyes, LORD, and observe! Listen to this

entire message Sennacherib sent and how he taunts the living God!
18 It is true, LORD, that the kings of Assyria have destroyed all the nations and their

lands.
19They have burned the gods of the nations, for they are not really gods, but only the

productofhumanhandsmanufactured fromwoodandstone. That iswhy theAssyrians
could destroy them.

20Now, O LORD our God, rescue us from his power, so all the kingdoms of the earth
may know that you alone are the LORD.”

21 Isaiah son of Amoz sent this message to Hezekiah: “This is what the LORD God of
Israel says: ‘Because you prayed to me concerning King Sennacherib of Assyria,

22 this is what the LORD says about him:
“The virgin daughter Zion
despises you – shemakes fun of you;
daughter Jerusalem
shakes her head after you.
23Whom have you taunted and hurled insults at?
At whom have you shouted
and looked so arrogantly?
At the Holy One of Israel!
24Through yourmessengers you taunted the sovereignmaster,
‘Withmymany chariots I climbed up
the highmountains,
the slopes of Lebanon.
I cut down its tall cedars
and its best evergreens.
I invaded its most remote regions,
its thickest woods.
25 I dug wells
and drank water.
With the soles of my feet I dried up
all the rivers of Egypt.’
26
Certainly youmust have heard!
Long ago I worked it out,
in ancient times I planned it,
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and now I am bringing it to pass.
The plan is this:
Fortified cities will crash
into heaps of ruins.
27Their residents are powerless;
they are terrified and ashamed.
They are as short-lived as plants in the field
or green vegetation.
They are as short-lived as grass on the rooftops
when it is scorched by the east wind.
28 I knowwhere you live
and everything you do
and how you rage against me.
29Because you rage against me
and the uproar you create has reachedmy ears,
I will put my hook in your nose,
andmy bridle between your lips,
and I will lead you back
the way you came.”
30

“This will be your reminder that I have spoken the truth: This year you will eat what
grows wild, and next year what grows on its own. But the year after that you will plant
seed and harvest crops; you will plant vines and consume their produce.

31Those who remain in Judah will take root in the ground and bear fruit.
32 “For a remnant will leave Jerusalem;
survivors will come out of Mount Zion.
The intense devotion of the LORD who commands armies will accomplish this.
33 So this is what the LORD says about the king of Assyria:
‘Hewill not enter this city,
nor will he shoot an arrow here.
He will not attack it with his shielded warriors,
nor will he build siege works against it.
34Hewill go back the way he came –
he will not enter this city,’ says the LORD.
35 I will shield this city and rescue it for the sake of my reputation and because of my

promise to Davidmy servant.” ’ ”
36 The LORD’s messenger went out and killed 185,000 troops in the Assyrian camp.

When they got up early the next morning, there were all the corpses!
37 So King Sennacherib of Assyria broke camp and went on his way. He went home

and stayed in Nineveh.
38One day, as he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adram-

melech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword. They ran away to the land of
Ararat; his son Esarhaddon replaced him as king.

38
1 In those days Hezekiahwas strickenwith a terminal illness. The prophet Isaiah son

of Amoz visited himand told him, “This iswhat the LORD says, ‘Give instructions to your
household, for you are about to die; you will not get well.’ ”

2Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,
3 “Please, LORD. Remember how I have served you faithfully and with wholehearted

devotion, and how I have carried out your will.” Then Hezekiah wept bitterly.
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4The LORD told Isaiah,
5 “Go and tell Hezekiah: ‘This is what the LORD|strong="H3069" God of your ancestor

David says: “I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Look, I will add fifteen
years to your life,

6and rescue you and this city from the king of Assyria. I will shield this city.” ’ ”
7 Isaiah replied, “This is your sign from the LORD confirming that the LORD will do

what he has said:
8Look, I will make the shadow go back ten steps on the stairs of Ahaz.” And then the

shadowwent back ten steps.
Hezekiah’s Song of Thanks

9 This is the prayer of King Hezekiah of Judah when he was sick and then recovered
from his illness:
10 “I thought,
‘In themiddle of my life I must walk through the gates of Sheol,
I am deprived of the rest of my years.’
11 “I thought,
‘I will no longer see the LORD|strong="H3050" in the land of the living,
I will no longer look on humankind with the inhabitants of the world.
12My dwelling place is removed and taken away fromme
like a shepherd’s tent.
I rolled upmy life like a weaver rolls cloth;
from the loom he cuts me off.
You turn day into night and endmy life.
13 I cry out until morning;
like a lion he shatters all my bones;
you turn day into night and endmy life.
14Like a swallow or a thrush I chirp,
I coo like a dove;
my eyes grow tired from looking up to the sky.
O sovereignmaster, I am oppressed;
help me!
15What can I say?
He has decreed and acted.
I will walk slowly all my years because I am overcomewith grief.
16O sovereignmaster, your decrees can give men life;
may years of life be restored to me.
Restore my health and preservemy life.’
17 “Look, the grief I experienced was for my benefit.
You deliveredme from the pit of oblivion.
For you removed all my sins from your sight.
18 Indeed Sheol does not give you thanks;
death does not praise you.
Those who descend into the pit do not anticipate your faithfulness.
19The living person, the living person, he gives you thanks,
as I do today.
A father tells his sons about your faithfulness.
20The LORD is about to deliver me,
and wewill celebrate withmusic
for the rest of our lives in the LORD’s temple.”
21 Isaiah ordered, “Let them take a fig cake and apply it to the ulcerated sore and hewill
get well.”
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22Hezekiah said, “What is the confirming sign that I will go up to the LORD’s temple?”
39

1At that time Merodach-Baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a
gift to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been ill and had recovered.

2 Hezekiah welcomed them and showed them his storehouse with its silver, gold,
spices, and high-quality olive oil, as well as his whole armory and everything in his
treasuries. Hezekiah showed them everything in his palace and in his whole kingdom.

3 Isaiah the prophet visited King Hezekiah and asked him, “What did these men say?
Where do they come from?” Hezekiah replied, “They come from the distant land of
Babylon.”

4 Isaiah asked, “What have they seen in your palace?” Hezekiah replied, “They have
seen everything inmy palace. I showed them everything inmy treasuries.”

5 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Listen to the word of the LORD who commands armies:
6 ‘Look, a time is coming when everything in your palace and the things your

ancestors have accumulated to this day will be carried away to Babylon; nothing will
be left,’ says the LORD.

7 ‘Some of your very own descendants whom you father will be taken away and will
be made eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.’ ”

8Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The LORD’s word which you have announced is appropri-
ate.” Then he thought, “For there will be peace and stability duringmy lifetime.”

40
1 “Comfort, comfort my people,”
says your God.
2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem, and tell her
that her time of warfare is over,
that her punishment is completed.
For the LORD|strong="H3069" has made her pay double for all her sins.”
3A voice cries out,
“In the wilderness clear a way for the LORD;
construct in the desert a road for our God.
4Every valley must be elevated,
and everymountain and hill leveled.
The rough terrain will become a level plain,
the rugged landscape a wide valley.
5The splendor of the LORD will be revealed,
and all people will see it at the same time.
For the LORD has decreed it.”
6A voice says, “Cry out!”
Another asks, “What should I cry out?”
The first voice responds: “All people are like grass,
and all their promises are like the flowers in the field.
7The grass dries up,
the flowers wither,
when the wind sent by the LORD blows on them.
Surely humanity is like grass.
8The grass dries up,
the flowers wither,
but the decree of our God is forever reliable.”
9Go up on a highmountain, O herald Zion!
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Shout out loudly, O herald Jerusalem!
Shout, don’t be afraid!
Say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10Look, the sovereign LORD comes as a victorious warrior;
his military power establishes his rule.
Look, his reward is with him;
his prize goes before him.
11Like a shepherd he tends his flock;
he gathers up the lambs with his arm;
he carries them close to his heart;
he leads the ewes along.

The Lord is Incomparable
12Who hasmeasured out the waters in the hollow of his hand,
or carefully measured the sky,
or carefully weighed the soil of the earth,
or weighed themountains in a balance,
or the hills on scales?
13Who comprehends themind of the LORD,
or gives him instruction as his counselor?
14Fromwhom does he receive directions?
Who teaches him the correct way to do things,
or imparts knowledge to him,
or instructs him in skillful design?
15Look, the nations are like a drop in a bucket;
they are regarded as dust on the scales.
He lifts the coastlands as if they were dust.
16Not even Lebanon could supply enough firewood for a sacrifice;
its wild animals would not provide enough burnt offerings.
17All the nations are insignificant before him;
they are regarded as absolutely nothing.
18To whom can you compare God?
To what image can you liken him?
19A craftsman casts an idol;
a metalsmith overlays it with gold
and forges silver chains for it.
20Tomake a contribution one selects wood that will not rot;
he then seeks a skilled craftsman
tomake an idol that will not fall over.
21Do you not know?
Do you not hear?
Has it not been told to you since the very beginning?
Have you not understood from the time the earth’s foundations weremade?
22He is the one who sits on the earth’s horizon;
its inhabitants are like grasshoppers before him.
He is the one who stretches out the sky like a thin curtain,
and spreads it out like a pitched tent.
23He is the one who reduces rulers to nothing;
hemakes the earth’s leaders insignificant.
24 Indeed, they are barely planted;
yes, they are barely sown;
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yes, they barely take root in the earth,
and then he blows on them, causing them to dry up,
and the wind carries them away like straw.
25 “To whom can you compareme? Whom do I resemble?”
says the Holy One.
26Look up at the sky!
Who created all these heavenly lights?
He is the one who leads out their ranks;
he calls them all by name.
Because of his absolute power and awesome strength,
not one of them is missing.
27Why do you say, Jacob,
Why do you say, Israel,
“The LORD is not aware of what is happening to me,
My God is not concerned withmy vindication”?
28Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The LORD is an eternal God,
the creator of the whole earth.
He does not get tired or weary;
there is no limit to his wisdom.
29He gives strength to those who are tired;
to the ones who lack power, he gives renewed energy.
30Even youths get tired andweary;
even strong youngmen clumsily stumble.
31But those whowait for the LORD’s help find renewed strength;
they rise up as if they had eagles’wings,
they runwithout growing weary,
they walk without getting tired.

41
1 “Listen to me in silence, you coastlands!
Let the nations find renewed strength!
Let them approach and then speak;
let us come together for debate!
2Who stirs up this one from the east?
Who officially commissions him for service?
He hands nations over to him,
and enables him to subdue kings.
Hemakes them like dust with his sword,
like windblown strawwith his bow.
3He pursues them and passes by unharmed;
he advances with great speed.
4Who acts and carries out decrees?
Who summons the successive generations from the beginning?
I, the LORD, am present at the very beginning,
and at the very end – I am the one.
5The coastlands see and are afraid;
the whole earth trembles;
they approach and come.
6They help one another;
one says to the other, ‘Be strong!’
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7The craftsman encourages themetalsmith,
the one whowields the hammer encourages the one who pounds on the anvil.
He approves the quality of the welding,
and nails it down so it won’t fall over.”

The Lord Encourages His People
8 “You, my servant Israel,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
offspring of Abrahammy friend,
9you whom I am bringing back from the earth’s extremities,
and have summoned from the remote regions –
I told you, “You aremy servant.”
I have chosen you and not rejected you.
10Don’t be afraid, for I amwith you!
Don’t be frightened, for I am your God!
I strengthen you –
yes, I help you –
yes, I uphold you withmy saving right hand!
11Look, all who were angry at you will be ashamed and humiliated;
your adversaries will be reduced to nothing and perish.
12When youwill look for your opponents, you will not find them;
your enemies will be reduced to absolutely nothing.
13For I am the LORD|strong="H3069" your God,
the one who takes hold of your right hand,
who says to you, ‘Don’t be afraid, I am helping you.’
14Don’t be afraid, despised insignificant Jacob,
men of Israel.
I am helping you,” says the LORD,
your protector, the Holy One of Israel.
15 “Look, I ammaking you like a sharp threshing sledge,
new and double-edged.
You will thresh themountains and crush them;
you will make the hills like straw.
16Youwill winnow them and the wind will blow them away;
the wind will scatter them.
Youwill rejoice in the LORD;
you will boast in the Holy One of Israel.
17The oppressed and the poor look for water, but there is none;
their tongues are parched from thirst.
I, the LORD, will respond to their prayers;
I, the God of Israel, will not abandon them.
18 I will make streams flow down the slopes
and produce springs in themiddle of the valleys.
I will turn the desert into a pool of water
and the arid land into springs.
19 I will make cedars, acacias, myrtles, and olive trees grow in the wilderness;
I will make evergreens, firs, and cypresses grow together in the desert.
20 I will do this so people will observe and recognize,
so they will pay attention and understand
that the LORD’s power has accomplished this,
and that the Holy One of Israel has brought it into being.”
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The Lord Challenges the Pagan Gods
21 “Present your argument,” says the LORD.
“Produce your evidence,” says Jacob’s king.
22 “Let them produce evidence! Let them tell us what will happen!
Tell us about your earlier predictive oracles,
so wemay examine them and see how they were fulfilled.
Or decree for us some future events!
23Predict how future events will turn out,
so wemight know you are gods.
Yes, do something good or bad,
so wemight be frightened and in awe.
24Look, you are nothing, and your accomplishments are nonexistent;
the one who chooses to worship you is disgusting.
25 I have stirred up one out of the north and he advances,
one from the eastern horizon who prays inmy name.
He steps on rulers as if they were clay,
like a potter treading the clay.
26Who decreed this from the beginning, so we could know?
Who announced it ahead of time, so we could say, ‘He’s correct’?
Indeed, none of them decreed it!
Indeed, none of them announced it!
Indeed, no one heard you say anything!
27 I first decreed to Zion, ‘Look, here’s what will happen!’
I sent a herald to Jerusalem.
28 I look, but there is no one,
among them there is no one who serves as an adviser,
that I might ask questions and receive answers.
29Look, all of them are nothing,
their accomplishments are nonexistent;
their metal images lack any real substance.

42
1 “Here is my servant whom I support,
my chosen one in whom I take pleasure.
I have placedmy spirit on him;
he will make just decrees for the nations.
2Hewill not cry out or shout;
he will not publicize himself in the streets.
3A crushed reed he will not break,
a dimwick he will not extinguish;
he will faithfully make just decrees.
4Hewill not grow dim or be crushed
before establishing justice on the earth;
the coastlands will wait in anticipation for his decrees.”
5This is what the true God, the LORD, says –
the one who created the sky and stretched it out,
the one who fashioned the earth and everything that lives on it,
the one who gives breath to the people on it,
and life to those who live on it:
6 “I, the LORD, officially commission you;
I take hold of your hand.
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I protect you andmake you a covenant mediator for people,
and a light to the nations,
7 to open blind eyes,
to release prisoners from dungeons,
those who live in darkness from prisons.

The Lord Intervenes
8 I am the LORD! That is my name!
I will not sharemy glory with anyone else,
or the praise duemewith idols.
9Look, my earlier predictive oracles have come to pass;
now I announce new events.
Before they begin to occur,
I reveal them to you.”
10 Sing to the LORD a brand new song!
Praise him from the horizon of the earth,
you who go down to the sea, and everything that lives in it,
you coastlands and those who live there!
11Let the desert and its cities shout out,
the towns where the nomads of Kedar live!
Let the residents of Sela shout joyfully;
let them shout loudly from themountaintops.
12Let them give the LORD the honor he deserves;
let them praise his deeds in the coastlands.
13The LORD emerges like a hero,
like a warrior he inspires himself for battle;
he shouts, yes, he yells,
he shows his enemies his power.
14 “I have been inactive for a long time;
I kept quiet and held back.
Like a woman in labor I groan;
I pant and gasp.
15 I will make the trees on themountains and hills wither up;
I will dry up all their vegetation.
I will turn streams into islands,
and dry up pools of water.
16 I will lead the blind along an unfamiliar way;
I will guide them down paths they have never traveled.
I will turn the darkness in front of them into light,
and level out the rough ground.
This is what I will do for them.
I will not abandon them.
17Those who trust in idols
will turn back and be utterly humiliated,
those who say to metal images, ‘You are our gods.’ ”

The Lord Reasonswith His People
18 “Listen, you deaf ones!
Take notice, you blind ones!
19My servant is truly blind,
mymessenger is truly deaf.
My covenant partner, the servant of the LORD, is truly blind.
20You seemany things, but don’t comprehend;
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their ears are open, but do not hear.”
21The LORD wanted to exhibit his justice
bymagnifying his law and displaying it.
22But these people are looted and plundered;
all of them are trapped in pits
and held captive in prisons.
They were carried away as loot with no one to rescue them;
they were carried away as plunder, and no one says, “Bring that back!”
23Who among youwill pay attention to this?
Whowill listen attentively in the future?
24Who handed Jacob over to the robber?
Who handed Israel over to the looters?
Was it not the LORD|strong="H3069", against whomwe sinned?
They refused to follow his commands;
they disobeyed his law.
25 So he poured out his fierce anger on them,
along with the devastation of war.
Its flames encircled them, but they did not realize it;
it burned against them, but they did notice.

43
1Now, this is what the LORD says,
the one who created you, O Jacob,
and formed you, O Israel:
“Don’t be afraid, for I will protect you.
I call you by name, you aremine.
2When you pass through the waters, I amwith you;
when you pass through the streams, they will not overwhelm you.
When youwalk through the fire, you will not be burned;
the flames will not harm you.
3For I am the LORD|strong="H3069" your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your deliverer.
I have handed over Egypt as a ransom price,
Ethiopia and Seba in place of you.
4 Since you are precious and special in my sight,
and I love you,
I will hand over people in place of you,
nations in place of your life.
5Don’t be afraid, for I amwith you.
From the east I will bring your descendants;
from the west I will gather you.
6 I will say to the north, ‘Hand them over!’
and to the south, ‘Don’t hold any back!’
Bringmy sons from distant lands,
andmy daughters from the remote regions of the earth,
7 everyone who belongs to me,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed – yes, whom Imade!

The Lord Declares His Sovereignty
8Bring out the people who are blind, even though they have eyes,
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those who are deaf, even though they have ears!
9All nations gather together,
the peoples assemble.
Who among them announced this?
Who predicted earlier events for us?
Let them produce their witnesses to testify they were right;
let them listen and affirm, ‘It is true.’
10You aremywitnesses,” says the LORD,
“my servant whom I have chosen,
so that youmay consider and believe inme,
and understand that I am he.
No god was formed before me,
and none will outlive me.
11 I, I am the LORD,
and there is no deliverer besides me.
12 I decreed and delivered and proclaimed,
and there was no other god among you.
You aremywitnesses,” says the LORD, “that I am God.
13From this day forward I am he;
no one can deliver frommy power; *
I will act, and who can prevent it?”

The LordWill Do Something New
14This is what the LORD says,
your protector, † the Holy One of Israel: ‡
“For your sake I send to Babylon
andmake them all fugitives, §
turning the Babylonians' joyful shouts into mourning songs. *
15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, †
the one who created Israel, your king.”
16This is what the LORD says,
the one whomade a road through the sea,
a pathway through the surging waters,
17 the one who led chariots and horses to destruction, ‡
together with amighty army.
They fell down, § never to rise again;
they were extinguished, put out like a burning wick:
18 “Don't remember these earlier events; *
don't recall these former events.
19 “Look, I am about to do something new.
* 43:13 Translator's Note Heb “hand” (so KJV, NASB, NIV, NRSV); NLT “No one can oppose what I do.” † 43:14
Translator's Note Or “kinsman redeemer.” See the note at . ‡ 43:14 Study Note See the note on the phrase “the
Holy One of Israel” in . § 43:14 Translator's Note Heb “and I bring down [as] fugitives all of them.” * 43:14
Translator's Note The Hebrew text reads literally, “as for the Babylonians, in ships their joyful shout.” This might
be paraphrased, “even the Babylonians in the ships [over which] they joyfully shouted.” The point would be that
the Lord caused the Babylonians to flee for safety in the ships in which they took such great pride. A slight change
in vocalization yields the reading “into mourning songs,” which provides a good contrast with “joyful shout.” The
prefixed bet ( (בְּ͏ would indicate identity. † 43:15 Study Note See the note on the phrase “the Holy One of Israel”
in . ‡ 43:17 Translator's Note Heb “led out chariots and horses.” The words “to destruction” are supplied in the
translation for clarification. Theverse refers to thedestructionof theEgyptiansat theRedSea. § 43:17Translator's
Note Heb “lay down”; NAB “lie prostrate together”; CEV “lie dead”; NRSV “they lie down.” * 43:18 Translator's Note
Heb “the former things” (so KJV, NASB, NIV, NRSV); NLT “forget all that.”
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Now it begins to happen! † Do you not recognize ‡ it?
Yes, I will make a road in the desert
and paths § in the wilderness.
20The wild animals of the desert honorme,
the jackals and ostriches,
because I put water in the desert
and streams in the wilderness,
to quench the thirst of my chosen people,
21 the people whom I formed for myself,
so theymight praise me.” *

The Lord Rebukes His People
22 “But you did not call for me, O Jacob;
you did not long † for me, O Israel.
23You did not bringme lambs for your burnt offerings;
you did not honormewith your sacrifices.
I did not burden youwith offerings;
I did not make you weary by demanding ‡ incense.
24You did not buyme aromatic reeds; §
you did not present to me * the fat of your sacrifices.
Yet you burdenedmewith your sins;
youmademeweary with your evil deeds. †
25 I, I am the one who blots out your rebellious deeds for my sake;
your sins I do not remember.
26Remindme of what happened! Let's debate!
You, prove to me that you are right! ‡
27The father of your nation § sinned;
your spokesmen * rebelled against me.
28 So I defiled your holy princes,
and handed Jacob over to destruction,
and subjected † Israel to humiliating abuse.”
† 43:19 Translator's Note Heb “sprouts up”; NASB “will spring forth.” ‡ 43:19 Translator's Note Or “know” (KJV,
ASV); NASB “be aware of”; NAB, NIV, NRSV “perceive.” § 43:19 Translator's Note The Hebrew texts has “streams,”
probably under the influence of v. 20. The Qumran scroll 1QIsaa has נתיבות (“paths”). * 43:21 Translator's Note
Heb “[so] they might declare my praise.” † 43:22 Translator's NoteOr “strive”; KJV, ASV, NRSV “beenweary of me.”
‡ 43:23 Translator's Note Heb “with.” The words “by demanding” are supplied in the translation for clarification.
§ 43:24 Translator's Note That is, “calamus” (so NIV); NCV, TEV, NLT “incense”; CEV “spices.” * 43:24 Translator's
Note Heb “you did not saturate me”; NASB “Neither have you filled Me.” † 43:24 Study Note In vv. 22-24 the Lord
appears to be condemning his people for failure to bring the proper sacrifices. However, this is problematic. If this
refers to the nation's behaviorwhile in exile, such cultic servicewas impossible and could hardly be expected by the
Lord. If this refers to the nation's conduct before the exile, it contradicts other passages that depict Israel as bringing
excessive sacrifices (see, e.g., ; ; , ). Rather than being a condemnation of Israel's failure to bring sacrifices, these
verses are better taken as a highly rhetorical comment on the worthlessness of Israel's religious ritual. They may
have brought sacrifices, but not to the Lord, for he did not accept them or even want them. See C. R. North, Second
Isaiah, 127, and R. Whybray, (NCBC), 91. ‡ 43:26 Translator's Note Heb “you, tell in order that you may be right”;
NAB “prove your innocence.” § 43:27 Translator's Note Heb “your first father.” This could refer to Abraham (see ),
but elsewhere in Isaiah he does not appear in a negative light (see ; ; ). A more likely candidate is Jacob/Israel, also
referred to as the nation's “father” elsewhere (see ; ). * 43:27 Translator's NoteOn the meaning of the term לִיץ (
lits), see HALOT 590 s.v. .מֵלִיץ This may refer to the nation's prophets, priests, and/or kings. † 43:28 Translator's
Note The word “subjected” is supplied in the translation for stylistic reasons.
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44
1 “Now, listen, Jacobmy servant,
Israel whom I have chosen!”
2This is what the LORD, the one whomade you, says –
the one who formed you in the womb and helps you:
“Don’t be afraid, my servant Jacob,
Jeshurun, whom I have chosen!
3For I will pour water on the parched ground
and cause streams to flow on the dry land.
I will pourmy spirit on your offspring
andmy blessing on your children.
4They will sprout up like a tree in the grass,
like poplars beside channels of water.
5Onewill say, ‘I belong to the LORD,’
and another will use the name ‘Jacob.’
Onewill write on his hand, ‘The LORD’s,’
and use the name ‘Israel.’ ”

The Absurdity of Idolatry
6This is what the LORD, Israel’s king, says,
their protector, the LORD who commands armies:
“I am the first and I am the last,
there is no God but me.
7Who is like me? Let himmake his claim!
Let him announce it and explain it to me –
since I established an ancient people –
let them announce future events!
8Don’t panic! Don’t be afraid!
Did I not tell you beforehand and decree it?
You aremywitnesses! Is there any God but me?
There is no other sheltering rock; I know of none.
9All who form idols are nothing;
the things in which they delight are worthless.
Their witnesses cannot see;
they recognize nothing, so they are put to shame.
10Who forms a god and casts an idol
that will prove worthless?
11Look, all his associates will be put to shame;
the craftsmen aremere humans.
Let them all assemble and take their stand!
They will panic and be put to shame.
12A blacksmith works with his tool
and forges metal over the coals.
He forms it with hammers;
hemakes it with his strong arm.
He gets hungry and loses his energy;
he drinks no water and gets tired.
13A carpenter takes measurements;
he marks out an outline of its form;
he scrapes it with chisels,
andmarks it with a compass.
He patterns it after the human form,
like a well-built human being,
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and puts it in a shrine.
14He cuts down cedars
and acquires a cypress or an oak.
He gets trees from the forest;
he plants a cedar and the rainmakes it grow.
15Aman uses it to make a fire;
he takes some of it and warms himself.
Yes, he kindles a fire and bakes bread.
Then hemakes a god andworships it;
he makes an idol and bows down to it.
16Half of it he burns in the fire –
over that half he cooks meat;
he roasts a meal and fills himself.
Yes, he warms himself and says,
‘Ah! I amwarm as I look at the fire.’
17With the rest of it he makes a god, his idol;
he bows down to it and worships it.
He prays to it, saying,
‘Rescueme, for you aremy god!’
18They do not comprehend or understand,
for their eyes are blind and cannot see;
their minds do not discern.
19No one thinks to himself,
nor do they comprehend or understand and say to themselves:
‘I burned half of it in the fire –
yes, I baked bread over the coals;
I roastedmeat and ate it.
With the rest of it should I make a disgusting idol?
Should I bow down to dry wood?’
20He feeds on ashes;
his deceivedmindmisleads him.
He cannot rescue himself,
nor does he say, ‘Is this not a false god I hold inmy right hand?’
21Remember these things, O Jacob,
O Israel, for you aremy servant.
I formed you to bemy servant;
O Israel, I will not forget you!
22 I remove the guilt of your rebellious deeds as if they were a cloud,
the guilt of your sins as if they were a cloud.
Come back to me, for I protect you.”
23 Shout for joy, O sky, for the LORD|strong="H3069" intervenes;
shout out, you subterranean regions of the earth.
Omountains, give a joyful shout;
you too, O forest and all your trees!
For the LORD|strong="H3069" protects Jacob;
he reveals his splendor through Israel.

The Lord Empowers Cyrus
24This is what the LORD, your protector, says,
the one who formed you in the womb:
“I am the LORD, whomade everything,
who alone stretched out the sky,
who fashioned the earth all bymyself,
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25who frustrates the omens of the empty talkers
and humiliates the omen readers,
who overturns the counsel of the wise men
andmakes their advice seem foolish,
26who fulfills the oracles of his prophetic servants
and brings to pass the announcements of his messengers,
who says about Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhabited,’
and about the towns of Judah, ‘They will be rebuilt,
her ruins I will raise up,’
27who says to the deep sea, ‘Be dry!
I will dry up your sea currents,’
28who commissions Cyrus, the one I appointed as shepherd
to carry out all mywishes
and to decree concerning Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’
and concerning the temple, ‘It will be reconstructed.’ ”

45
1This is what the LORD says to his chosen one,
to Cyrus, whose right hand I hold
in order to subdue nations before him,
and disarm kings,
to open doors before him,
so gates remain unclosed:
2 “I will go before you
and level mountains.
Bronze doors I will shatter
and iron bars I will hack through.
3 I will give you hidden treasures,
riches stashed away in secret places,
so youmay recognize that I am the LORD,
the one who calls you by name, the God of Israel.
4For the sake of my servant Jacob,
Israel, my chosen one,
I call you by name
and give you a title of respect, even though you do not recognize me.
5 I am the LORD, I have no peer,
there is no God but me.
I arm you for battle, even though you do not recognize me.
6 I do this so people will recognize from east to west
that there is no God but me;
I am the LORD, I have no peer.
7 I am the one who forms light
and creates darkness;
the one who brings about peace
and creates calamity.
I am the LORD, who accomplishes all these things.
8O sky, rain down from above!
Let the clouds send down showers of deliverance!
Let the earth absorb it so salvationmay grow,
and deliverancemay sprout up along with it.
I, the LORD, create it.



Isaiah 45:9 897 Isaiah 45:19

The Lord Gives aWarning
9Onewho argues with his creator is in grave danger,
one who is like amere shard among the other shards on the ground!
The clay should not say to the potter,
“What in the world are you doing?
Your work lacks skill!”
10Danger awaits one who says to his father,
“What in the world are you fathering?”
and to his mother,
“What in the world are you bringing forth?”
11This is what the LORD says,
the Holy One of Israel, the one who formed him,
concerning things to come:
“How dare you questionme about my children!
How dare you tell me what to do with the work of my own hands!
12 I made the earth,
I created the people who live on it.
It was me –my hands stretched out the sky,
I give orders to all the heavenly lights.
13 It is me – I stir him up and commission him;
I will make all his ways level.
He will rebuild my city;
he will sendmy exiled people home,
but not for a price or a bribe,”
says the LORD who commands armies.

The Lord is the Nations’Only Hope
14This is what the LORD|strong="H3069" says:
“The profit of Egypt and the revenue of Ethiopia,
along with the Sabeans, those tall men,
will be brought to you and become yours.
They will walk behind you, coming along in chains.
They will bow down to you
and pray to you:
‘Truly God is with you; he has no peer;
there is no other God!’ ”
15Yes, you are a Godwho keeps hidden,
O God of Israel, deliverer!
16They will all be ashamed and embarrassed;
those who fashion idols will all be humiliated.
17 Israel will be delivered once and for all by the LORD;
you will never again be ashamed or humiliated.
18For this is what the LORD says,
the one who created the sky –
he is the true God,
the one who formed the earth andmade it;
he established it,
he did not create it without order,
he formed it to be inhabited –
“I am the LORD, I have no peer.
19 I have not spoken in secret,
in some hidden place.
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I did not tell Jacob’s descendants,
‘Seekme in vain!’
I am the LORD,
the one who speaks honestly,
whomakes reliable announcements.
20Gather together and come!
Approach together, you refugees from the nations!
Those who carry wooden idols know nothing,
those who pray to a god that cannot deliver.
21Tell me! Present the evidence!
Let them consult with one another!
Who predicted this in the past?
Who announced it beforehand?
Was it not I, the LORD?
I have no peer, there is no God but me,
a God who vindicates and delivers;
there is none but me.
22Turn tome so you can be delivered,
all you who live in the earth’s remote regions!
For I am God, and I have no peer.
23 I solemnlymake this oath –
what I say is true and reliable:
‘Surely every knee will bow tome,
every tongue will solemnly affirm;
24 they will say about me,
“Yes, the LORD is a powerful deliverer.” ’”
All who are angry at himwill cower before him.
25All the descendants of Israel will be vindicated by the LORD
andwill boast in him.

46
1Bel kneels down,
Nebo bends low.
Their images weigh down animals and beasts.
Your heavy images are burdensome to tired animals.
2Together they bend low and kneel down;
they are unable to rescue the images;
they themselves head off into captivity.
3 “Listen to me, O family of Jacob,
all you who are left from the family of Israel,
you who have been carried from birth,
you who have been supported from the time you left the womb.
4Evenwhen you are old, I will take care of you,
even when you have gray hair, I will carry you.
I made you and I will support you;
I will carry you and rescue you.
5To whom can you compare and likenme?
Tell me whom you think I resemble, so we can be compared!
6Those who empty out gold from a purse
and weigh out silver on the scale
hire ametalsmith, whomakes it into a god.
They then bow down andworship it.
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7They put it on their shoulder and carry it;
they put it in its place and it just stands there;
it does not move from its place.
Even when someone cries out to it, it does not reply;
it does not deliver him from his distress.
8Remember this, so you can be brave!
Think about it, you rebels!
9Remember what I accomplished in antiquity!
Truly I am God, I have no peer;
I am God, and there is none like me,
10who announces the end from the beginning
and reveals beforehandwhat has not yet occurred,
who says, ‘My plan will be realized,
I will accomplish what I desire,’
11who summons an eagle from the east,
from a distant land, one who carries out my plan.
Yes, I have decreed,
yes, I will bring it to pass;
I have formulated a plan,
yes, I will carry it out.
12Listen to me, you stubborn people,
you who distance yourself from doing what is right.
13 I am bringingmy deliverance near, it is not far away;
I am bringingmy salvation near, it does not wait.
I will save Zion;
I will adorn Israel withmy splendor.”

47
1 “Fall down! Sit in the dirt,
O virgin daughter Babylon!
Sit on the ground, not on a throne,
O daughter of the Babylonians!
Indeed, you will no longer be called delicate and pampered.
2Pick upmillstones and grind flour!
Remove your veil,
strip off your skirt,
expose your legs,
cross the streams!
3Let your private parts be exposed!
Your genitals will be on display!
I will get revenge;
I will not have pity on anyone,”
4 says our protector –
the LORD who commands armies is his name,
the Holy One of Israel.
5 “Sit silently! Go to a hiding place,
O daughter of the Babylonians!
Indeed, you will no longer be called ‘Queen of kingdoms.’
6 I was angry at my people;
I defiledmy special possession
and handed them over to you.
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You showed them nomercy;
you even placed a very heavy burden on old people.
7You said,
‘I will rule forever as permanent queen!’
You did not think about these things;
you did not consider how it would turn out.
8 So now, listen to this,
O one who lives so lavishly,
who lives securely,
who says to herself,
‘I am unique! No one can compare to me!
I will never have to live as a widow;
I will never lose my children.’
9Both of these will come upon you
suddenly, in one day!
You will lose your children and be widowed.
You will be overwhelmed by these tragedies,
despite yourmany incantations
and your numerous amulets.
10Youwere complacent in your evil deeds;
you thought, ‘No one sees me.’
Your self-professed wisdom and knowledge lead you astray,
when you say, ‘I am unique! No one can compare to me!’
11Disaster will overtake you;
you will not know how to charm it away.
Destruction will fall on you;
you will not be able to appease it.
Calamity will strike you suddenly,
before you recognize it.
12Persist in trusting your amulets
and yourmany incantations,
which you have faithfully recited since your youth!
Maybe you will be successful –
maybe you will scare away disaster.
13You are tired out from listening to somuch advice.
Let them take their stand –
the ones who see omens in the sky,
who gaze at the stars,
whomakemonthly predictions –
let them rescue you from the disaster that is about to overtake you!
14Look, they are like straw,
which the fire burns up;
they cannot rescue themselves
from the heat of the flames.
There are no coals to warm them,
no firelight to enjoy.
15They will disappoint you,
those you have so faithfully dealt with since your youth.
Each strays off in his own direction,
leaving no one to rescue you.”
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48
1Listen to this, O family of Jacob,
you who are called by the name ‘Israel,’
and are descended from Judah,
who take oaths in the name of the LORD,
and invoke the God of Israel –
but not in an honest and just manner.
2 Indeed, they live in the holy city;
they trust in the God of Israel,
whose name is the LORD who commands armies.
3 “I announced events beforehand,
I issued the decrees andmade the predictions;
suddenly I acted and they came to pass.
4 I did this because I know how stubborn you are.
Your neckmuscles are like iron
and your forehead like bronze.
5 I announced them to you beforehand;
before they happened, I predicted them for you,
so you could never say,
‘My image did these things,
my idol, my cast image, decreed them.’
6You have heard; now look at all the evidence!
Will you not admit that what I say is true?
From this point on I am announcing to you new events
that are previously unrevealed and you do not know about.
7Now they come into being, not in the past;
before today you did not hear about them,
so you could not say,
‘Yes, I know about them.’
8You did not hear,
you do not know,
you were not told beforehand.
For I know that you are very deceitful;
you were labeled a rebel from birth.
9For the sake of my reputation I hold backmy anger;
for the sake of my prestige I restrainmyself from destroying you.
10Look, I have refined you, but not as silver;
I have purified you in the furnace of misery.
11Formy sake alone I will act,
for how can I allowmy name to be defiled?
I will not sharemy glory with anyone else!
12Listen to me, O Jacob,
Israel, whom I summoned!
I am the one;
I am present at the very beginning
and at the very end.
13Yes, my hand founded the earth;
my right hand spread out the sky.
I summon them;
they stand together.
14All of you, gather together and listen!
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Who among them announced these things?
The LORD’s|strong="H3069" ally will carry out his desire against Babylon;
he will exert his power against the Babylonians.
15 I, I have spoken –
yes, I have summoned him;
I lead him and he will succeed.
16Approachme! Listen to this!
From the very first I have not spoken in secret;
when it happens, I am there.”
So now, the sovereign LORD has sent me, accompanied by his spirit.
17This is what the LORD, your protector, says,
the Holy One of Israel:
“I am the LORD your God,
who teaches you how to succeed,
who leads you in the way you should go.
18 If only you had obeyedmy commandments,
prosperity would have flowed to you like a river,
deliverance would have come to you like the waves of the sea.
19Your descendants would have been as numerous as sand,
and your children like its granules.
Their namewould not have been cut off
and eliminated frommy presence.
20Leave Babylon!
Flee from the Babylonians!
Announce it with a shout of joy!
Make this known!
Proclaim it throughout the earth!
Say, ‘The LORD protects his servant Jacob.
21They do not thirst as he leads them through dry regions;
hemakes water flow out of a rock for them;
he splits open a rock andwater flows out.’
22There will be no prosperity for the wicked,” says the LORD.

49
1Listen to me, you coastlands!
Pay attention, you people who live far away!
The LORD summonedme from birth;
he commissionedmewhenmymother brought me into the world.
2Hemademymouth like a sharp sword,
he hidme in the hollow of his hand;
hemademe like a sharpened arrow,
he hidme in his quiver.
3He said to me, “You aremy servant,
Israel, through whom I will reveal my splendor.”
4But I thought, “I have worked in vain;
I have expendedmy energy for absolutely nothing.”
But the LORD will vindicate me;
my Godwill rewardme.
5 So now the LORD|strong="H3069" says,
the one who formedme from birth to be his servant –
he did this to restore Jacob to himself,
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so that Israel might be gathered to him;
and I will be honored in the LORD’s|strong="H3069" sight,
for my God is my source of strength –
6he says, “Is it too insignificant a task for you to bemy servant,
to reestablish the tribes of Jacob,
and restore the remnant of Israel?
I will make you a light to the nations,
so you can bringmy deliverance to the remote regions of the earth.”
7This is what the LORD,
the protector of Israel, their Holy One, says
to the one who is despised and rejected by nations,
a servant of rulers:
“Kings will see and rise in respect,
princes will bow down,
because of the faithful LORD,
the Holy One of Israel who has chosen you.”
8This is what the LORD says:
“At the time I decide to showmy favor, I will respond to you;
in the day of deliverance I will help you;
I will protect you andmake you a covenant mediator for people,
to rebuild the land
and to reassign the desolate property.
9Youwill say to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’
and to those who are in dark dungeons, ‘Emerge.’
They will graze beside the roads;
on all the slopes they will find pasture.
10They will not be hungry or thirsty;
the sun’s oppressive heat will not beat down on them,
for one who has compassion on themwill guide them;
he will lead them to springs of water.
11 I will make all mymountains into a road;
I will construct my roadways.”
12Look, they come from far away!
Look, some come from the north and west,
and others from the land of Sinim!
13 Shout for joy, O sky!
Rejoice, O earth!
Let themountains give a joyful shout!
For the LORD consoles his people
and shows compassion to the oppressed.

The Lord Remembers Zion
14 “Zion said, ‘The LORD has abandonedme,
the sovereignmaster has forgottenme.’
15Can a woman forget her baby who nurses at her breast?
Can she withhold compassion from the child she has borne?
Even if mothers were to forget,
I could never forget you!
16Look, I have inscribed your name onmy palms;
your walls are constantly before me.
17Your children hurry back,
while those who destroyed and devastated you depart.
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18Look all around you!
All of them gather to you.
As surely as I live,” says the LORD,
“you will certainly wear all of them like jewelry;
you will put them on as if you were a bride.
19Yes, your land lies in ruins;
it is desolate and devastated.
But now youwill be too small to hold your residents,
and those who devoured you will be far away.
20Yet the children born during your time of bereavement
will say within your hearing,
‘This place is too cramped for us,
make room for us so we can live here.’
21Then youwill think to yourself,
‘Who bore these children for me?
I was bereaved and barren,
dismissed and divorced.
Who raised these children?
Look, I was left all alone;
where did these children come from?’ ”
22This is what the sovereign LORD says:
“Look I will raise my hand to the nations;
I will raise my signal flag to the peoples.
They will bring your sons in their arms
and carry your daughters on their shoulders.
23Kings will be your children’s guardians;
their princesses will nurse your children.
With their faces to the ground they will bow down to you
and they will lick the dirt on your feet.
Then youwill recognize that I am the LORD;
those whowait patiently for me are not put to shame.
24Can spoils be taken from awarrior,
or captives be rescued from a conqueror?
25 Indeed,” says the LORD,
“captives will be taken from awarrior;
spoils will be rescued from a conqueror.
I will oppose your adversary
and I will rescue your children.
26 I will make your oppressors eat their own flesh;
they will get drunk on their own blood, as if it were wine.
Then all humankind will recognize that
I am the LORD, your deliverer,
your protector, the powerful ruler of Jacob.”

50
1This is what the LORD says:
“Where is yourmother’s divorce certificate
by which I divorced her?
Or to which of my creditors did I sell you?
Look, you were sold because of your sins;
because of your rebellious acts I divorced yourmother.
2Why does no one challengemewhen I come?
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Why does no one respondwhen I call?
Is my hand too weak to deliver you?
Do I lack the power to rescue you?
Look, with amere shout I can dry up the sea;
I can turn streams into a desert,
so the fish rot away and die
from lack of water.
3 I can clothe the sky in darkness;
I can cover it with sackcloth.”

The Servant Perseveres
4The sovereign LORD has givenme the capacity to be his spokesman,
so that I know how to help the weary.
He wakes me up everymorning;
hemakes me alert so I can listen attentively as disciples do.
5The sovereign LORD has spoken tome clearly;
I have not rebelled,
I have not turned back.
6 I offeredmy back to those who attacked,
my jaws to those who tore out my beard;
I did not hidemy face
from insults and spitting.
7But the sovereign LORD helps me,
so I am not humiliated.
For that reason I am steadfastly resolved;
I know I will not be put to shame.
8The one who vindicates me is close by.
Who dares to argue withme? Let us confront each other!
Who is my accuser? Let him challengeme!
9Look, the sovereign LORD helps me.
Who dares to condemnme?
Look, all of themwill wear out like clothes;
a moth will eat away at them.
10Who among you fears the LORD?
Who obeys his servant?
Whoever walks in deep darkness,
without light,
should trust in the name of the LORD
and rely on his God.
11Look, all of you who start a fire
and who equip yourselves with flaming arrows,
walk in the light of the fire you started
and among the flaming arrows you ignited!
This is what you will receive fromme:
you will lie down in a place of pain.

51
1 “Listen to me, you who pursue godliness,
who seek the LORD!
Look at the rock fromwhich you were chiseled,
at the quarry fromwhich you were dug!
2Look at Abraham, your father,
and Sarah, who gave you birth.
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When I summoned him, he was a lone individual,
but I blessed him and gave him numerous descendants.
3Certainly the LORD will console Zion;
he will console all her ruins.
He will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the Garden of the LORD.
Happiness and joy will be restored to her,
thanksgiving and the sound of music.
4Pay attention to me, my people!
Listen to me, my people!
For I will issue a decree,
I will makemy justice a light to the nations.
5 I am ready to vindicate,
I am ready to deliver,
I will establish justice among the nations.
The coastlands wait patiently for me;
they wait in anticipation for the revelation of my power.
6Look up at the sky!
Look at the earth below!
For the sky will dissipate like smoke,
and the earth will wear out like clothes;
its residents will die like gnats.
But the deliverance I give is permanent;
the vindication I provide will not disappear.
7Listen to me, you who knowwhat is right,
you people who are aware of my law!
Don’t be afraid of the insults of men;
don’t be discouraged because of their abuse!
8For amoth will eat away at them like clothes;
a clothes moth will devour them like wool.
But the vindication I provide will be permanent;
the deliverance I give will last.”
9Wake up! Wake up!
Clothe yourself with strength, O arm of the LORD|strong="H3069"!
Wake up as in former times, as in antiquity!
Did you not smash the Proud One?
Did you not wound the seamonster?
10Did you not dry up the sea,
the waters of the great deep?
Did you not make a path through the depths of the sea,
so those delivered from bondage could cross over?
11Those whom the LORD has ransomedwill return;
they will enter Zion with a happy shout.
Unending joy will crown them,
happiness and joy will overwhelm them;
grief and suffering will disappear.
12 “I, I am the one who consoles you.
Why are you afraid of mortal men,
of mere human beings who are as short-lived as grass?
13Why do you forget the LORD, whomade you,
who stretched out the sky
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and founded the earth?
Why do you constantly tremble all day long
at the anger of the oppressor,
when hemakes plans to destroy?
Where is the anger of the oppressor?
14The one who suffers will soon be released;
he will not die in prison,
he will not go hungry.
15 I am the LORD your God,
who churns up the sea so that its waves surge.
The LORD who commands armies is his name!

Zion’s Time to Celebrate
16 I commission you as my spokesman;
I cover you with the palm of my hand,
to establish the sky and to found the earth,
to say to Zion, ‘You aremy people.’ ”
17Wake up! Wake up!
Get up, O Jerusalem!
You drank from the cup the LORD passed to you,
which was full of his anger!
You drained dry
the goblet full of intoxicating wine.
18There was no one to lead her
among all the children she bore;
there was no one to take her by the hand
among all the children she raised.
19These double disasters confronted you.
But who feels sorry for you?
Destruction and devastation,
famine and sword.
But who consoles you?
20Your children faint;
they lie at the head of every street
like an antelope in a snare.
They are left in a stupor by the LORD’s anger,
by the battle cry of your God.
21 So listen to this, oppressed one,
who is drunk, but not fromwine!
22This is what your sovereignmaster, the LORD your God, says:
“Look, I have removed from your hand
the cup of intoxicating wine,
the goblet full of my anger.
You will no longer have to drink it.
23 I will put it into the hand of your tormentors
who said to you, ‘Lie down, so we can walk over you.’
Youmade your back like the ground,
and like the street for those whowalked over you.”

52
1Wake up! Wake up!
Clothe yourself with strength, O Zion!
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Put on your beautiful clothes,
O Jerusalem, holy city!
For uncircumcised and unclean pagans
will no longer invade you.
2 Shake off the dirt!
Get up, captive Jerusalem!
Take off the iron chains around your neck,
O captive daughter Zion!
3For this is what the LORD says:
“Youwere sold for nothing,
and you will not be redeemed for money.”
4For this is what the sovereign LORD says:
“In the beginningmy people went to live temporarily in Egypt;
Assyria oppressed them for no good reason.
5And now, what do we have here?” says the LORD.
“Indeedmy people have been carried away for nothing,
those who rule over them taunt,” says the LORD,
“andmy name is constantly slandered all day long.
6For this reasonmy people will knowmy name,
for this reason they will know at that time that I am the one who says,
‘Here I am.’ ”
7How delightful it is to see approaching over themountains
the feet of a messenger who announces peace,
a messenger who brings good news, who announces deliverance,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
8Listen, your watchmen shout;
in unison they shout for joy,
for they see with their very own eyes
the LORD’s return to Zion.
9 In unison give a joyful shout,
O ruins of Jerusalem!
For the LORD consoles his people;
he protects Jerusalem.
10The LORD reveals his royal power
in the sight of all the nations;
the entire earth sees
our God deliver.
11Leave! Leave! Get out of there!
Don’t touch anything unclean!
Get out of it!
Stay pure, you who carry the LORD’s holy items!
12Yet do not depart quickly
or leave in a panic.
For the LORD|strong="H3069" goes before you;
the God of Israel is your rear guard.

The LordWill Vindicate His Servant
13 “Look, my servant will succeed!
He will be elevated, lifted high, and greatly exalted –
14 (just as manywere horrified by the sight of you)
he was so disfigured he no longer looked like aman;
15his formwas somarred he no longer looked human –
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so now hewill startle many nations.
Kings will be shocked by his exaltation,
for they will witness something unannounced to them,
and they will understand something they had not heard about.

53
1Whowould have believed what we just heard?
Whenwas the LORD’s power revealed through him?
2He sprouted up like a twig before God,
like a root out of parched soil;
he had no stately form ormajesty that might catch our attention,
no special appearance that we should want to follow him.
3Hewas despised and rejected by people,
one who experienced pain andwas acquainted with illness;
people hid their faces from him;
he was despised, and we considered him insignificant.
4But he lifted up our illnesses,
he carried our pain;
even though we thought he was being punished,
attacked by God, and afflicted for something he had done.
5Hewas wounded because of our rebellious deeds,
crushed because of our sins;
he endured punishment that made us well;
because of his wounds we have been healed.
6All of us had wandered off like sheep;
each of us had strayed off on his own path,
but the LORD caused the sin of all of us to attack him.
7Hewas treated harshly and afflicted,
but he did not even open his mouth.
Like a lamb led to the slaughtering block,
like a sheep silent before her shearers,
he did not even open his mouth.
8Hewas led away after an unjust trial –
but who even cared?
Indeed, he was cut off from the land of the living;
because of the rebellion of his own people he was wounded.
9They intended to bury himwith criminals,
but he ended up in a richman’s tomb,
because he had committed no violent deeds,
nor had he spoken deceitfully.
10Though the LORD desired to crush him andmake him ill,
once restitution is made,
he will see descendants and enjoy long life,
and the LORD’s purpose will be accomplished through him.
11Having suffered, he will reflect on his work,
he will be satisfied when he understands what he has done.
“My servant will acquit many,
for he carried their sins.
12 So I will assign him a portion with themultitudes,
he will divide the spoils of victory with the powerful,
because he willingly submitted to death
andwas numbered with the rebels,



Isaiah 54:1 910 Isaiah 54:14

when he lifted up the sin of many
and intervened on behalf of the rebels.”

54
1 “Shout for joy, O barren one who has not given birth!
Give a joyful shout and cry out, you who have not been in labor!
For the children of the desolate one aremore numerous
than the children of themarried woman,” says the LORD.
2Make your tent larger,
stretch your tent curtains farther out!
Spare no effort,
lengthen your ropes,
and pound your stakes deep.
3For you will spread out to the right and to the left;
your children will conquer nations
and will resettle desolate cities.
4Don’t be afraid, for you will not be put to shame!
Don’t be intimidated, for you will not be humiliated!
You will forget about the shame you experienced in your youth;
you will no longer remember the disgrace of your abandonment.
5For your husband is the one whomade you –
the LORD who commands armies is his name.
He is your protector, the Holy One of Israel.
He is called “God of the entire earth.”
6 “Indeed, the LORD|strong="H3069" will call you back
like a wife who has been abandoned and suffers from depression,
like a young wife when she has been rejected,” says your God.
7 “For a short time I abandoned you,
but with great compassion I will gather you.
8 In a burst of anger I rejected youmomentarily,
but with lasting devotion I will have compassion on you,”
says your protector, the LORD.
9 “As far as I am concerned, this is like in Noah’s time,
when I vowed that the waters of Noah’s flood would never again cover the earth.
In the sameway I have vowed that I will not be angry at you or shout at you.
10Even if the mountains are removed
and the hills displaced,
my devotion will not be removed from you,
nor will my covenant of friendship be displaced,”
says the LORD, the one who has compassion on you.
11 “O afflicted one, driven away, and unconsoled!
Look, I am about to set your stones in antimony
and I lay your foundation with lapis-lazuli.
12 I will make your pinnacles out of gems,
your gates out of beryl,
and your outer wall out of beautiful stones.
13All your children will be followers of the LORD,
and your children will enjoy great prosperity.
14Youwill be reestablished when I vindicate you.
You will not experience oppression;
indeed, you will not be afraid.
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Youwill not be terrified,
for nothing frightening will come near you.
15 If anyone dares to challenge you, it will not bemy doing!
Whoever tries to challenge you will be defeated.
16Look, I create the craftsman,
who fans the coals into a fire
and forges a weapon.
I create the destroyer so hemight devastate.
17Noweapon forged to be used against you will succeed;
you will refute everyone who tries to accuse you.
This is what the LORD will do for his servants –
I will vindicate them,”
says the LORD.

55
1 “Hey, all who are thirsty, come to the water!
You who have nomoney, come!
Buy and eat!
Come! Buy wine andmilk
without money andwithout cost!
2Why paymoney for something that will not nourish you?
Why spend your hard-earnedmoney on something that will not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me and eat what is nourishing!
Enjoy fine food!
3Pay attention and come tome!
Listen, so you can live!
Then I will make an unconditional covenantal promise to you,
just like the reliable covenantal promises I made to David.
4Look, I made him awitness to nations,
a ruler and commander of nations.”
5Look, you will summon nations you did not previously know;
nations that did not previously know youwill run to you,
because of the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel,
for he bestows honor on you.
6 Seek the LORD while hemakes himself available;
call to himwhile he is nearby!
7The wicked need to abandon their lifestyle
and sinful people their plans.
They should return to the LORD|strong="H3069", and he will showmercy to them,
and to their God, for he will freely forgive them.
8 “Indeed, my plans are not like your plans,
andmy deeds are not like your deeds,
9 for just as the sky is higher than the earth,
so my deeds are superior to your deeds
andmy plans superior to your plans.
10
The rain and snow fall from the sky
and do not return,
but instead water the earth
andmake it produce and yield crops,
and provide seed for the planter and food for those whomust eat.
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11 In the sameway, the promise that I make
does not return to me, having accomplished nothing.
No, it is realized as I desire
and is fulfilled as I intend.”
12 Indeed you will go out with joy;
you will be led along in peace;
the mountains and hills will give a joyful shout before you,
and all the trees in the field will clap their hands.
13Evergreens will grow in place of thorn bushes,
firs will grow in place of nettles;
they will be amonument to the LORD,
a permanent reminder that will remain.

56
1This is what the LORD says,
“Promote justice! Do what is right!
For I am ready to deliver you;
I am ready to vindicate you openly.
2The people who do this will be blessed,
the people who commit themselves to obedience,
who observe the Sabbath and do not defile it,
who refrain from doing anything that is wrong.
3No foreigner who becomes a follower of the LORD should say,
‘The LORD will certainly excludeme from his people.’
The eunuch should not say,
‘Look, I am like a dried-up tree.’ ”
4For this is what the LORD says:
“For the eunuchs who observemy Sabbaths
and choose what pleases me
and are faithful to my covenant,
5 I will set up withinmy temple andmywalls a monument
that will be better than sons and daughters.
I will set up a permanent monument for them that will remain.
6As for foreigners who become followers of the LORD and serve him,
who love the name of the LORD andwant to be his servants –
all who observe the Sabbath and do not defile it,
and who are faithful to my covenant –
7 I will bring them tomy holy mountain;
I will make them happy in the temple where people pray to me.
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted onmy altar,
for my temple will be known as a temple where all nations may pray.”
8The sovereign LORD says this,
the one who gathers the dispersed of Israel:
“I will still gather them up.”

The Lord Denounces Israel’s Paganism
9All you wild animals in the fields, come and devour,
all you wild animals in the forest!
10All their watchmen are blind,
they are unaware.
All of them are like mute dogs,
unable to bark.
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They pant, lie down,
and love to snooze.
11The dogs have big appetites;
they are never full.
They are shepherds who have no understanding;
they all go their ownway,
each one looking for monetary gain.
12Each one says,
‘Come on, I’ll get somewine!
Let’s guzzle some beer!
Tomorrowwill be just like today!
We’ll have everything wewant!’

57
1The godly perish,
but no one cares.
Honest people disappear,
when no oneminds
that the godly disappear because of evil.
2Those who live uprightly enter a place of peace;
they rest on their beds.
3But approach, you sons of omen readers,
you offspring of adulteresses and prostitutes!
4At whom are you laughing?
At whom are you opening yourmouth
and sticking out your tongue?
You are the children of rebels,
the offspring of liars,
5you who practice ritual sex under the oaks and every green tree,
who slaughter children near the streams under the rocky overhangs.
6Among the smooth stones of the stream are the idols you love;
they, they are the object of your devotion.
You pour out liquid offerings to them,
youmake an offering.
Because of these things I will seek vengeance.
7On every high, elevated hill you prepare your bed;
you go up there to offer sacrifices.
8Behind the door and doorpost you put your symbols.
Indeed, you depart fromme and go up
and invite them into bed with you.
You purchase favors from them,
you love their bed,
and gaze longingly on their genitals.
9You take olive oil as tribute to your king,
along withmany perfumes.
You send yourmessengers to a distant place;
you go all the way to Sheol.
10Because of the long distance youmust travel, you get tired,
but you do not say, ‘I give up.’
You get renewed energy,
so you don’t collapse.
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11Whom are you worried about?
Whom do you fear, that you would act so deceitfully
and not rememberme
or think about me?
Because I have been silent for so long,
you are not afraid of me.
12 I will denounce your so-called righteousness and your deeds,
but they will not help you.
13When you cry out for help, let your idols help you!
The wind blows them all away,
a breeze carries them away.
But the one who looks to me for help will inherit the land
andwill have access to my holy mountain.”
14He says,
“Build it! Build it! Clear a way!
Remove all the obstacles out of the way of my people!”
15For this is what the high and exalted one says,
the one who rules forever, whose name is holy:
“I dwell in an exalted and holy place,
but also with the discouraged and humiliated,
in order to cheer up the humiliated
and to encourage the discouraged.
16For I will not be hostile forever
or perpetually angry,
for thenman’s spirit would grow faint before me,
the life-giving breath I created.
17 I was angry because of their sinful greed;
I attacked them and angrily rejected them,
yet they remained disobedient and stubborn.
18 I have seen their behavior,
but I will heal them and give them rest,
and I will once again console those whomourn.
19 I am the one who gives them reason to celebrate.
Complete prosperity is available both to those who are far away and those who are

nearby,”
says the LORD, “and I will heal them.
20But the wicked are like a surging sea
that is unable to be quiet;
its waves toss upmud and sand.
21There will be no prosperity,” says my God, “for the wicked.”

58
1 “Shout loudly! Don’t be quiet!
Yell as loud as a trumpet!
Confront my people with their rebellious deeds;
confront Jacob’s family with their sin!
2They seekme day after day;
they want to knowmy requirements,
like a nation that does what is right
and does not reject the law of their God.
They askme for just decrees;
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they want to be near God.
3They lament, ‘Why don’t you notice whenwe fast?
Why don’t you pay attention whenwe humble ourselves?’
Look, at the same time you fast, you satisfy your selfish desires,
you oppress your workers.
4Look, your fasting is accompanied by arguments, brawls,
and fistfights.
Do not fast as you do today,
trying to make your voice heard in heaven.
5 Is this really the kind of fasting I want?
Do I want a day when people merely humble themselves,
bowing their heads like a reed
and stretching out on sackcloth and ashes?
Is this really what you call a fast,
a day that is pleasing to the LORD?
6No, this is the kind of fast I want.
I want you to remove the sinful chains,
to tear away the ropes of the burdensome yoke,
to set free the oppressed,
and to break every burdensome yoke.
7 I want you to share your food with the hungry
and to provide shelter for homeless, oppressed people.
When you see someone naked, clothe him!
Don’t turn your back on your own flesh and blood!
8Then your light will shine like the sunrise;
your restoration will quickly arrive;
your godly behavior will go before you,
and the LORD’s splendor will be your rear guard.
9Then youwill call out, and the LORD will respond;
you will cry out, and he will reply, ‘Here I am.’
Youmust remove the burdensome yoke from among you
and stop pointing fingers and speaking sinfully.
10Youmust actively help the hungry
and feed the oppressed.
Then your light will dispel the darkness,
and your darkness will be transformed into noonday.
11The LORD|strong="H3069" will continually lead you;
he will feed you even in parched regions.
He will give you renewed strength,
and you will be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring that continually produces water.
12Your perpetual ruins will be rebuilt;
you will reestablish the ancient foundations.
You will be called, ‘The one who repairs broken walls,
the one whomakes the streets inhabitable again.’
13Youmust observe the Sabbath
rather than doing anything you please onmy holy day.
Youmust look forward to the Sabbath
and treat the LORD’s holy day with respect.
Youmust treat it with respect by refraining from your normal activities,
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and by refraining from your selfish pursuits and frommaking business deals.
14Then youwill find joy in your relationship to the LORD,
and I will give you great prosperity,
and cause crops to grow on the land I gave to your ancestor Jacob.”
Know for certain that the LORD has spoken.

59
1Look, the LORD’s hand is not too weak to deliver you;
his ear is not too deaf to hear you.
2But your sinful acts have alienated you from your God;
your sins have caused him to reject you and not listen to your prayers.
3For your hands are stained with blood
and your fingers with sin;
your lips speak lies,
your tongue utters malicious words.
4No one is concerned about justice;
no one sets forth his case truthfully.
They depend on false words and tell lies;
they conceive of oppression
and give birth to sin.
5They hatch the eggs of a poisonous snake
and spin a spider’s web.
Whoever eats their eggs will die,
a poisonous snake is hatched.
6Their webs cannot be used for clothing;
they cannot cover themselves with what theymake.
Their deeds are sinful;
they commit violent crimes.
7They are eager to do evil,
quick to shed innocent blood.
Their thoughts are sinful;
they crush and destroy.
8They are unfamiliar with peace;
their deeds are unjust.
They use deceitful methods,
and whoever deals with them is unfamiliar with peace.

Israel Confesses its Sin
9For this reason deliverance is far from us
and salvation does not reach us.
Wewait for light, but see only darkness;
we wait for a bright light, but live in deep darkness.
10We grope along the wall like the blind,
we grope like those who cannot see;
we stumble at noontime as if it were evening.
Though others are strong, we are like deadmen.
11We all growl like bears,
we coomournfully like doves;
we wait for deliverance, but there is none,
for salvation, but it is far from us.
12For you are aware of ourmany rebellious deeds,
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and our sins testify against us;
indeed, we are aware of our rebellious deeds;
we know our sins all too well.
13We have rebelled and tried to deceive the LORD;
we turned back from following our God.
We stir up oppression and rebellion;
we tell lies we concocted in ourminds.
14 Justice is driven back;
godliness stands far off.
Indeed, honesty stumbles in the city square
andmorality is not even able to enter.
15Honesty has disappeared;
the one who tries to avoid evil is robbed.
The LORD watches and is displeased,
for there is no justice.

The Lord Intervenes
16He sees there is no advocate;
he is shocked that no one intervenes.
So he takes matters into his own hands;
his desire for justice drives him on.
17Hewears his desire for justice like body armor,
and his desire to deliver is like a helmet on his head.
He puts on the garments of vengeance
andwears zeal like a robe.
18He repays them for what they have done,
dispensing angry judgment to his adversaries
and punishing his enemies.
He repays the coastlands.
19 In the west, people respect the LORD’s reputation;
in the east they recognize his splendor.
For he comes like a rushing stream
driven on by wind sent from the LORD.
20 “A protector comes to Zion,
to those in Jacob who repent of their rebellious deeds,” says the LORD.

21 “As forme, this is my promise to them,” says the LORD. “My spirit, who is upon you,
andmywords, which I have placed in yourmouth, will not depart from yourmouth or
from the mouths of your children and descendants from this time forward,” says the
LORD.

60
1 “Arise! Shine! For your light arrives!
The splendor of the LORD shines on you!
2For, look, darkness covers the earth
and deep darkness covers the nations,
but the LORD shines on you;
his splendor appears over you.
3Nations come to your light,
kings to your bright light.
4Look all around you!
They all gather and come to you –
your sons come from far away
and your daughters are escorted by guardians.
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5Then youwill look and smile,
you will be excited and your heart will swell with pride.
For the riches of distant lands will belong to you
and the wealth of nations will come to you.
6Camel caravans will cover your roads,
young camels fromMidian and Ephah.
All the merchants of Sheba will come,
bringing gold and incense
and singing praises to the LORD.
7All the sheep of Kedar will be gathered to you;
the rams of Nebaioth will be available to you as sacrifices.
They will go up onmy altar acceptably,
and I will bestow honor onmymajestic temple.
8Who are these who float along like a cloud,
who fly like doves to their shelters?
9 Indeed, the coastlands look eagerly for me,
the large ships are in the lead,
bringing your sons from far away,
along with their silver and gold,
to honor the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, for he has bestowed honor on you.
10Foreigners will rebuild your walls;
their kings will serve you.
Even though I struck you down inmy anger,
I will restore my favor and have compassion on you.
11Your gates will remain open at all times;
they will not be shut during the day or at night,
so that the wealth of nations may be delivered,
with their kings leading the way.
12 Indeed, nations or kingdoms that do not serve you will perish;
such nations will be totally destroyed.
13The splendor of Lebanonwill come to you,
its evergreens, firs, and cypresses together,
to beautify my palace;
I will bestow honor onmy throne room.
14The children of your oppressors will come bowing to you;
all who treated you with disrespect will bow down at your feet.
They will call you, ‘The City of the LORD|strong="H3069",
Zion of the Holy One of Israel.’
15Youwere once abandoned
and despised, with no one passing through,
but I will make you a permanent source of pride
and joy to coming generations.
16Youwill drink themilk of nations;
you will nurse at the breasts of kings.
Then youwill recognize that I, the LORD, am your deliverer,
your protector, the powerful ruler of Jacob.
17 Instead of bronze, I will bring you gold,
instead of iron, I will bring you silver,
instead of wood, I will bring you bronze,
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instead of stones, I will bring you iron.
I will make prosperity your overseer,
and vindication your sovereign ruler.
18 Sounds of violence will no longer be heard in your land,
or the sounds of destruction and devastation within your borders.
You will name your walls, ‘Deliverance,’
and your gates, ‘Praise.’
19The sunwill no longer supply light for you by day,
nor will the moon’s brightness shine on you;
the LORD will be your permanent source of light –
the splendor of your Godwill shine upon you.
20Your sun will no longer set;
yourmoonwill not disappear;
the LORD will be your permanent source of light;
your time of sorrowwill be over.
21All of your people will be godly;
they will possess the land permanently.
I will plant them like a shoot;
they will be the product of my labor,
through whom I reveal my splendor.
22The least of you will multiply into a thousand;
the smallest of you will become a large nation.
When the right time comes, I the LORD will quickly do this!”

61
1The spirit of the sovereign LORD is uponme,
because the LORD has chosenme.
He has commissionedme to encourage the poor,
to help the brokenhearted,
to decree the release of captives,
and the freeing of prisoners,
2 to announce the year when the LORD will show his favor,
the day when our Godwill seek vengeance,
to console all whomourn,
3 to strengthen those whomourn in Zion,
by giving them a turban, instead of ashes,
oil symbolizing joy, instead of mourning,
a garment symbolizing praise, instead of discouragement.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
trees planted by the LORD to reveal his splendor.
4They will rebuild the perpetual ruins
and restore the places that were desolate;
they will reestablish the ruined cities,
the places that have been desolate since ancient times.
5 “Foreigners will take care of your sheep;
foreigners will work in your fields and vineyards.
6Youwill be called, ‘the LORD’s priests,
servants of our God.’
Youwill enjoy the wealth of nations
and boast about the riches you receive from them.
7 Instead of shame, you will get a double portion;
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instead of humiliation, they will rejoice over the land they receive.
Yes, they will possess a double portion in their land
and experience lasting joy.
8For I, the LORD, love justice
and hate robbery and sin.
I will repay them because of my faithfulness;
I will make a permanent covenant with them.
9Their descendants will be known among the nations,
their offspring among the peoples.
All who see themwill recognize that
the LORD has blessed them.”
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
I will be overjoyed because of my God.
For he clothes me in garments of deliverance;
he puts onme a robe symbolizing vindication.
I look like a bridegroomwhen he wears a turban as a priest would;
I look like a bride when she puts on her jewelry.
11For just as the ground produces its crops
and a garden yields its produce,
so the sovereign LORD will cause deliverance to grow,
and give his people reason to praise him in the sight of all the nations.

62
1 “For the sake of Zion I will not be silent;
for the sake of Jerusalem I will not be quiet,
until her vindication shines brightly
and her deliverance burns like a torch.”
2Nations will see your vindication,
and all kings your splendor.
You will be called by a new name
that the LORD himself will give you.
3Youwill be amajestic crown in the hand of the LORD,
a royal turban in the hand of your God.
4Youwill no longer be called, “Abandoned,”
and your land will no longer be called “Desolate.”
Indeed, you will be called “MyDelight is in Her,”
and your land “Married.”
For the LORD will take delight in you,
and your land will be married to him.
5As a youngmanmarries a young woman,
so your sons will marry you.
As a bridegroom rejoices over a bride,
so your Godwill rejoice over you.
6 I post watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;
they should keep praying all day and all night.
You who pray to the LORD, don’t be silent!
7Don’t allow him to rest until he reestablishes Jerusalem,
until he makes Jerusalem the pride of the earth.
8The LORD swears an oath by his right hand,
by his strong arm:
“I will never again give your grain
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to your enemies as food,
and foreigners will not drink your wine,
which you worked hard to produce.
9But those who harvest the grain will eat it,
and will praise the LORD.
Those who pick the grapes will drink the wine
in the courts of my holy sanctuary.”
10Come through! Come through the gates!
Prepare the way for the people!
Build it! Build the roadway!
Remove the stones!
Lift a signal flag for the nations!
11Look, the LORD announces to the entire earth:
“Say to Daughter Zion,
‘Look, your deliverer comes!
Look, his reward is with him
and his reward goes before him!’ ”
12They will be called, “The Holy People,
the Ones Protected by the LORD|strong="H3069".”
Youwill be called, “Sought After,
City Not Abandoned.”

63
1Who is this who comes from Edom,
dressed in bright red, coming from Bozrah?
Who is this one wearing royal attire,
whomarches confidently because of his great strength?
“It is I, the one who announces vindication,
and who is able to deliver!”
2Why are your clothes red?
Why do you look like someone who has stomped on grapes in a vat?
3 “I have stomped grapes in the winepress all bymyself;
no one from the nations joinedme.
I stomped on them inmy anger;
I trampled them down inmy rage.
Their juice splashed onmy garments,
and stained all my clothes.
4For I looked forward to the day of vengeance,
and then payback time arrived.
5 I looked, but there was no one to help;
I was shocked because there was no one offering support.
So my right arm accomplished deliverance;
my raging anger droveme on.
6 I trampled nations inmy anger,
I made them drunk inmy rage,
I splashed their blood on the ground.”

A Prayer for Divine Intervention
7 I will tell of the faithful acts of the LORD,
of the LORD’s praiseworthy deeds.
I will tell about all the LORD did for us,
the many good things he did for the family of Israel,
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because of his compassion and great faithfulness.
8He said, “Certainly they will be my people,
children who are not disloyal.”
He became their deliverer.
9Through all that they suffered, he suffered too.
Themessenger sent from his very presence delivered them.
In his love andmercy he protected them;
he lifted them up and carried them throughout ancient times.
10But they rebelled and offended his holy Spirit,
so he turned into an enemy
and fought against them.
11His people remembered the ancient times.
Where is the one who brought them up out of the sea,
along with the shepherd of his flock?
Where is the one who placed his holy Spirit among them,
12 the one whomade his majestic power available to Moses,
who divided the water before them,
gaining for himself a lasting reputation,
13who led them through the deep water?
Like a horse running on flat land they did not stumble.
14Like an animal that goes down into a valley to graze,
so the Spirit of the LORD granted them rest.
In this way you guided your people,
gaining for yourself an honored reputation.
15Look down from heaven and take notice,
from your holy, majestic palace!
Where are your zeal and power?
Do not hold back your tender compassion!
16For you are our father,
though Abraham does not know us
and Israel does not recognize us.
You, LORD, are our father;
you have been called our protector from ancient times.
17Why, LORD, do youmake us stray from your ways,
andmake ourminds stubborn so that we do not obey you?
Return for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your inheritance!
18For a short time your special nation possessed a land,
but then our adversaries knocked down your holy sanctuary.
19We existed from ancient times,
but you did not rule over them,
they were not your subjects.

64
1 If only you would tear apart the sky and come down!
Themountains would tremble before you!
2As when fire ignites dry wood,
or firemakes water boil,
let your adversaries knowwho you are,
andmay the nations shake at your presence!
3When you performed awesome deeds that took us by surprise,
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you came down, and themountains trembled before you.
4 Since ancient times no one has heard or perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who intervenes for those whowait for him.
5You assist those who delight in doing what is right,
who observe your commandments.
Look, you were angry because we violated them continually.
How then can we be saved?
6We are all like one who is unclean,
all our so-called righteous acts are like amenstrual rag in your sight.
We all wither like a leaf;
our sins carry us away like the wind.
7No one invokes your name,
or makes an effort to take hold of you.
For you have rejected us
and handed us over to our own sins.
8Yet, LORD, you are our father.
We are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the product of your labor.
9LORD, do not be too angry!
Do not hold our sins against us continually!
Take a good look at your people, at all of us!
10Your chosen cities have become a desert;
Zion has become a desert,
Jerusalem is a desolate ruin.
11Our holy temple, our pride and joy,
the place where our ancestors praised you,
has been burned with fire;
all our prized possessions have been destroyed.
12 In light of all this, how can you still hold back, LORD?
How can you be silent and continue to humiliate us?

65
1 “I mademyself available to those who did not ask for me;
I appeared to those who did not look for me.
I said, ‘Here I am! Here I am!’
to a nation that did not invokemy name.
2 I spread out my hands all day long
to my rebellious people,
who lived in a way that is morally unacceptable,
and who did what they desired.
3These people continually and blatantly offendme
as they sacrifice in their sacred orchards
and burn incense on brick altars.
4They sit among the tombs
and keep watch all night long.
They eat pork,
and broth from unclean sacrificial meat is in their pans.
5They say, ‘Keep to yourself!
Don’t get near me, for I am holier than you!’
These people are like smoke inmy nostrils,
like a fire that keeps burning all day long.
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6Look, I have decreed:
I will not keep silent, but will pay them back;
I will pay them back exactly what they deserve,
7 for your sins and your ancestors’ sins,” says the LORD.
“Because they burned incense on themountains
and offendedme on the hills,
I will punish them in full measure.”
8This is what the LORD says:
“When juice is discovered in a cluster of grapes,
someone says, ‘Don’t destroy it, for it contains juice.’
So I will do for the sake of my servants –
I will not destroy everyone.
9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah people to take possession of mymountains.
My chosen ones will take possession of the land;
my servants will live there.
10 Sharon will become a pasture for sheep,
and the Valley of Achor a place where cattle graze;
they will belong to my people, who seekme.
11But as for you who abandon the LORD
and forget about worshiping at my holy mountain,
who prepare a feast for the god called ‘Fortune,’
and fill up wine jugs for the god called ‘Destiny’ –
12 I predestine you to die by the sword,
all of you will kneel down at the slaughtering block,
because I called to you, and you did not respond,
I spoke and you did not listen.
You did evil before me;
you chose to do what displeases me.”
13 So this is what the sovereign LORD says:
“Look, my servants will eat, but you will be hungry!
Look, my servants will drink, but you will be thirsty!
Look, my servants will rejoice, but you will be humiliated!
14Look, my servants will shout for joy as happiness fills their hearts!
But you will cry out as sorrow fills your hearts;
you will wail because your spirits will be crushed.
15Your names will live on in the curse formulas of my chosen ones.
The sovereign LORD will kill you,
but he will give his servants another name.
16Whoever pronounces a blessing in the earth
will do so in the name of the faithful God;
whoever makes an oath in the earth
will do so in the name of the faithful God.
For past problems will be forgotten;
I will no longer think about them.
17For look, I am ready to create
new heavens and a new earth!
The former ones will not be remembered;
no one will think about them anymore.
18But be happy and rejoice forevermore
over what I am about to create!
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For look, I am ready to create Jerusalem to be a source of joy,
and her people to be a source of happiness.
19 Jerusalemwill bringme joy,
andmy people will bringme happiness.
The sound of weeping or cries of sorrow
will never be heard in her again.
20Never again will one of her infants live just a few days
or an oldman die before his time.
Indeed, no one will die before the age of a hundred,
anyone who fails to reach the age of a hundred will be considered cursed.
21They will build houses and live in them;
they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22No longer will they build a house only to have another live in it,
or plant a vineyard only to have another eat its fruit,
for my people will live as long as trees,
andmy chosen ones will enjoy to the fullest what they have produced.
23They will not work in vain,
or give birth to children that will experience disaster.
For the LORD|strong="H3069" will bless their children
and their descendants.
24Before they even call out, I will respond;
while they are still speaking, I will hear.
25Awolf and a lambwill graze together;
a lion, like an ox, will eat straw,
and a snake’s food will be dirt.
They will no longer injure or destroy
onmy entire royal mountain,” says the LORD.

66
1This is what the LORD says:
“The heavens are my throne
and the earth is my footstool.
Where then is the house you will build for me?
Where is the place where I will rest?
2My handmade them;
that is how they came to be,” says the LORD.
I show special favor to the humble and contrite,
who respect what I have to say.
3The one who slaughters a bull also strikes down aman;
the one who sacrifices a lamb also breaks a dog’s neck;
the one who presents an offering includes pig’s blood with it;
the one who offers incense also praises an idol.
They have decided to behave this way;
they enjoy these disgusting practices.
4 So I will choose severe punishment for them;
I will bring on themwhat they dread,
because I called, and no one responded,
I spoke and they did not listen.
They did evil before me;
they chose to do what displeases me.”
5Hear the word of the LORD,
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you who respect what he has to say!
Your countrymen, who hate you
and exclude you, supposedly for the sake of my name,
say, “May the LORD be glorified,
then wewill witness your joy.”
But they will be put to shame.
6The sound of battle comes from the city;
the sound comes from the temple!
It is the sound of the LORD paying back his enemies.
7Before she goes into labor, she gives birth!
Before her contractions begin, she delivers a boy!
8Who has ever heard of such a thing?
Who has ever seen this?
Can a country be brought forth in one day?
Can a nation be born in a single moment?
Yet as soon as Zion goes into labor she gives birth to sons!
9 “Do I bring a baby to the birth opening and then not deliver it?”
asks the LORD.
“Or do I bring a baby to the point of delivery and then hold it back?”
asks your God.
10Be happy for Jerusalem
and rejoice with her, all you who love her!
Share in her great joy,
all you who havemourned over her!
11For you will nurse from her satisfying breasts and be nourished;
you will feed with joy from hermilk-filled breasts.
12For this is what the LORD says:
“Look, I am ready to extend to her prosperity that will flow like a river,
the riches of nations will flow into her like a stream that floods its banks.
You will nurse from her breast and be carried at her side;
you will play on her knees.
13As amother consoles a child,
so I will console you,
and youwill be consoled over Jerusalem.”
14When you see this, you will be happy,
and youwill be revived.
The LORD will reveal his power to his servants
and his anger to his enemies.
15For look, the LORD comes with fire,
his chariots come like a windstorm,
to reveal his raging anger,
his battle cry, and his flaming arrows.
16For the LORD judges all humanity
with fire and his sword;
the LORD will kill many.

17“As for thosewho consecrate and ritually purify themselves so they can follow their
leader and worship in the sacred orchards, those who eat the flesh of pigs and other
disgusting creatures, like mice – they will all be destroyed together,” says the LORD.

18“I hate their deeds and thoughts! So I amcoming to gather all thenations andethnic
groups; they will come andwitness my splendor.
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19 I will perform a mighty act among them and then send some of those who remain
to the nations – to Tarshish, Pul, Lud (known for its archers ), Tubal, Javan, and to the
distant coastlands that have not heard about me or seenmy splendor. They will tell the
nations of my splendor.

20They will bring back all your countrymen from all the nations as an offering to the
LORD. They will bring them on horses, in chariots, in wagons, on mules, and on camels
to my holy hill Jerusalem,” says the LORD, “just as the Israelites bring offerings to the
LORD’s temple in ritually pure containers.

21And I will choose some of them as priests and Levites,” says the LORD.
22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth I am about to make will remain

standing before me,” says the LORD, “so your descendants and your namewill remain.
23From onemonth to the next and from one Sabbath to the next, all people will come

to worshipme,” says the LORD.
24 “Theywill go out and observe the corpses of thosewho rebelled against me, for the

maggots that eat themwill not die, and the fire that consumes themwill not die out. All
people will find the sight abhorrent.”
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Jeremiah
The Superscription

1 The following is a record of what Jeremiah son of Hilkiah prophesied. He was one
of the priests who lived at Anathoth in the territory of the tribe of Benjamin.

2The LORD began to speak to him in the thirteenth year that Josiah son of Amon ruled
over Judah.

3 The LORD also spoke to him when|strong="H3117" Jehoiakim son of Josiah ruled
over Judah, and he continued to speak to him until the fifthmonth of the eleventh year
that Zedekiah son of Josiah ruled over Judah. That was when the people of Jerusalem
were taken into exile.

Jeremiah’s Call and Commission
4The LORD said to me,

5 “Before I formed you in yourmother’s womb I chose you.
Before you were born I set you apart.
I appointed you to be a prophet to the nations.”

6 I answered, “Oh, Lord GOD, I really do not know how to speak well enough for that,
for I am too young.”

7 The LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ But go to whomever I send you
and say whatever I tell you.

8Do not be afraid of those to whom I send you, for I will be with you to protect you,”
says the LORD|strong="H3069".

9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I will
most assuredly give you the words you are to speak for me.

10Know for certain that I hereby give you the authority to announce to nations and
kingdoms that theywill be uprooted and torn down, destroyed and demolished, rebuilt
and firmly planted.”

Visions Confirming Jeremiah’s Call and Commission
11Later the LORD askedme, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” I answered, “I see a branch

of an almond tree.”
12 Then the LORD said, “You have observed correctly. This means I am watching to

make suremy threats are carried out.”
13 The LORD again asked me, “What do you see?” I answered, “I see a pot of boiling

water; it is tipped toward us from the north.”
14 Then the LORD said, “This means destruction will break out from the north on all

who live in the land.
15For Iwill soon summonall the peoples of the kingdoms of the north,” says the LORD.

“Theywill come and their kingswill set up their thrones near the entrances of the gates
of Jerusalem. They will attack all the walls surrounding it, and all the towns in Judah.

16 In this way I will pass sentence on the people of Jerusalem and Judah because of all
their wickedness. For they rejectedme and offered sacrifices to other gods, worshiping
what theymade with their own hands.”

17 “But you, Jeremiah, get yourself ready! Go and tell these people everything I
instruct you to say. Do not be terrified of them, or I will give you good reason to be
terrified of them.

18 I, the LORD, hereby|strong="H2009" promise to make you as strong as a fortified
city, an iron pillar, and a bronze wall. You will be able to stand up against all who live
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in the land, including the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and all the people of the
land.

19Theywill attack youbut theywill not be able to overcome you, for Iwill bewith you
to rescue you,” says the LORD.

2
1The LORD spoke to me. He said:
2 “Go and declare in the hearing of the people of Jerusalem: ‘This is what the LORD|

strong="H3069" says: “I have fond memories of you, how devoted you were to me in
your early years. I remember how you loved me like a new bride; you followed me
through the wilderness, through a land that had never been planted.

3 Israel was set apart to the LORD; theywere like the first fruits of a harvest to him. All
who tried to devour themwere punished; disaster came upon them,” says the LORD.’ ”

The Lord Reminds Them of the Unfaithfulness of Their Ancestors
4Now listen to what the Lord has to say, you descendants of Jacob,
all you family groups from the nation of Israel.
5This is what the Lord says:
“What fault could your ancestors have possibly found inme
that they strayed so far fromme?
They paid allegiance to worthless idols, and so becameworthless to me.
6They did not ask:
‘Where is the LORD who delivered us out of Egypt,
who brought us through the wilderness,
through a land of desert sands and rift valleys,
through a land of drought and deep darkness,
through a land in which no one travels,
and where no one lives?’
7 I brought you into a fertile land
so you could enjoy its fruits and its rich bounty.
But when you enteredmy land, you defiled it;
youmade the land I call my own loathsome tome.
8Your priests did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD?’
Those responsible for teachingmy law did not really knowme.
Your rulers rebelled against me.
Your prophets prophesied in the name of the god Baal.
They all worshiped idols that could not help them.

The Lord Charges Contemporary Israel with Spiritual Adultery
9 “So, oncemore I will state my case against you,” says the LORD.
“I will also state it against your children and grandchildren.
10Gowest across the sea to the coasts of Cyprus and see.
Send someone east to Kedar and have them look carefully.
See if such a thing as this has ever happened:
11Has a nation ever changed its gods
(even though they are not really gods at all)?
But my people have exchangedme, their glorious God,
for a god that cannot help them at all!
12Be amazed at this, O heavens!
Be shocked and utterly dumbfounded,”
says the LORD.
13 “Do so becausemy people have committed a double wrong:
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they have rejectedme,
the fountain of life-giving water,
and they have dug cisterns for themselves,
cracked cisterns which cannot even hold water.”

Israel’s Reliance on Foreign Alliances (not on God)
14 “Israel is not a slave, is he?
He was not born into slavery, was he?
If not, why then is he being carried off?
15Like lions his enemies roar victoriously over him;
they raise their voices in triumph.
They have laid his land waste;
his cities have been burned down and deserted.
16Even the soldiers fromMemphis and Tahpanhes
have cracked your skulls, people of Israel.
17You have brought all this on yourself, Israel,
by deserting the LORD your Godwhen he was leading you along the right path.
18What good will it do you then to go down to Egypt
to seek help from the Egyptians?
What good will it do you to go over to Assyria
to seek help from the Assyrians?
19Your ownwickedness will bring about your punishment.
Your unfaithful acts will bring down discipline on you.
Know, then, and realize how utterly harmful
it was for you to reject me, the LORD your God,
to show no respect for me,”
says the Lord GODwho rules over all.

The Lord Expresses His Exasperation at Judah’s Persistent Idolat
20 “Indeed, long ago you threw offmy authority
and refused to be subject to me.
You said, ‘I will not serve you.’
Instead, you gave yourself to other gods on every high hill
and under every green tree,
like a prostitute sprawls out before her lovers.
21 I planted you in the land
like a special vine of the very best stock.
Why in the world have you turned into something like a wild vine
that produces rotten, foul-smelling grapes?
22You can try to wash away your guilt with a strong detergent.
You can use as much soap as you want.
But the stain of your guilt is still there for me to see,”
says the Lord GOD.
23 “How can you say, ‘I have not mademyself unclean.
I have not paid allegiance to the gods called Baal.’
Just look at the way you have behaved in the Valley of Hinnom!
Think about the things you have done there!
You are like a flighty, young female camel
that rushes here and there, crisscrossing its path.
24You are like a wild female donkey brought up in the wilderness.
In her lust she sniffs the wind to get the scent of a male.
No one can hold her back when she is in heat.
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None of themales need wear themselves out chasing after her.
At mating time she is easy to find.
25Do not chase after other gods until your shoes wear out
and your throats become dry.
But you say, ‘It is useless for you to try and stopme
because I love those foreign gods and want to pursue them!’
26 Just as a thief has to suffer dishonor when he is caught,
so the people of Israel will suffer dishonor for what they have done.
So will their kings and officials,
their priests and their prophets.
27They say to a wooden idol, ‘You aremy father.’
They say to a stone image, ‘You gave birth to me.’
Yes, they have turned away fromme instead of turning to me.
Yet when they are in trouble, they say, ‘Come and save us!’
28But where are the gods youmade for yourselves?
Let them save you when you are in trouble.
The sad fact is that you have as many gods
as you have towns, Judah.
29 “Why do you try to refute me?
All of you have rebelled against me,”
says the LORD.
30 “It did no good for me to punish your people.
They did not respond to such correction.
You slaughtered your prophets
like a voracious lion.”
31You people of this generation,
listen to what the LORD says.
“Have I been like a wilderness to you, Israel?
Have I been like a dark and dangerous land to you?
Why then do you say, ‘We are free to wander.
Wewill not come to you anymore?’
32Does a young woman forget to put on her jewels?
Does a bride forget to put on her bridal attire?
But my people have forgottenme
for more days than can even be counted.
33 “My, how good you have become
at chasing after your lovers!
Why, you could even teach prostitutes a thing or two!
34Even your clothes are stained with
the lifeblood of the poor who had not done anything wrong;
you did not catch them breaking into your homes.
Yet, in spite of all these things you have done,
35you say, ‘I have not done anything wrong,
so the LORD|strong="H3588" cannot really be angry withme anymore.’
But, watch out! I will bring down judgment on you
because you say, ‘I have not committed any sin.’
36Why do you constantly go about
changing your political allegiances?
You will get no help from Egypt
just as you got no help from Assyria.
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37Moreover, you will come away from Egypt
with your hands covering your faces in sorrow and shame
because the LORD will not allow your reliance on them to be successful
and youwill not gain any help from them.

3
1 “If a man divorces his wife
and she leaves him and becomes another man’s wife,
he may not take her back again.
Doing that would utterly defile the land.
But you, Israel, have given yourself as a prostitute to many gods.
So what makes you think you can return to me?”
says the LORD.
2 “Look up at the hilltops and consider this.
You have had sex with other gods on every one of them.
Youwaited for those gods like a thief lying in wait in the desert.
You defiled the land by your wicked prostitution to other gods.
3That is why the rains have been withheld,
and the spring rains have not come.
Yet in spite of this you are obstinate as a prostitute.
You refuse to be ashamed of what you have done.
4Even now you say to me, ‘You aremy father!
You have beenmy faithful companion ever since I was young.
5Youwill not always be angry withme, will you?
Youwill not bemad at me forever, will you?’
That is what you say,
but you continually do all the evil that you can.”

6When Josiahwaskingof Judah, theLORD|strong="H3069" said tome, “Jeremiah, you
have no doubt seen what wayward Israel has done. You have seen how she went up to
every high hill and under every green tree to give herself like a prostitute to other gods.

7Yet even after she had done all that, I thought that she might come back to me. But
she did not. Her sister, unfaithful Judah, sawwhat she did.

8 She also saw that I gave wayward Israel her divorce papers and sent her away
because of her adulterousworship of other gods. Even after her unfaithful sister Judah
had seen this, she still was not afraid, and she toowent and gave herself like a prostitute
to other gods.

9 Because she took her prostitution so lightly, she defiled the land through her
adulterous worship of gods made of wood and stone.

10 In spite of all this, Israel’s sister, unfaithful Judah, has not turned back to me with
any sincerity; she has only pretended to do so,” says the LORD.

11Then the LORD said tome, “Under the circumstances, wayward Israel could even be
considered less guilty than unfaithful Judah.

The Lord Calls on Israel and Judah to Repent
12 “Go and shout this message to my people in the countries in the north. Tell them,

‘Come back to me, wayward Israel,’ says the LORD.
‘I will not continue to look on youwith displeasure.
For I ammerciful,’ says the LORD.
‘I will not be angry with you forever.
13However, youmust confess that you have done wrong,
and that you have rebelled against the LORD your God.
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Youmust confess that you have given yourself to foreign gods under every green tree,
and have not obeyedmy commands,’ says the LORD.

14 “Come back tome, mywayward sons,” says the LORD, “for I am your truemaster. If
you do, I will take one of you from each town and two of you from each family group,
and I will bring you back to Zion.

15 Iwill give you leaderswhowill be faithful tome. Theywill leadyouwithknowledge
and insight.

16 In those days, your population will greatly increase in the land. At that time,” says
the LORD, “people will no longer talk about having the ark that contains the LORD’s
covenant with us. They will not call it to mind, remember it, or miss it. No, that will
not be done anymore!

17At that time the city of Jerusalem will be called the LORD’s throne. All nations will
gather there in Jerusalem to honor the LORD’s name. They will no longer follow the
stubborn inclinations of their own evil hearts.

18At that time the nation of Judah and the nation of Israel will be reunited. Together
theywill come back from a land in the north to the land that I gave to your ancestors as
a permanent possession. ”
19 “I thought to myself,
‘Ohwhat a joy it would be for me to treat you like a son!
What a joy it would be for me to give you a pleasant land,
the most beautiful piece of property there is in all the world!’
I thought you would call me, ‘Father’
andwould never cease being loyal to me.
20But, you have been unfaithful to me, nation of Israel,
like an unfaithful wife who has left her husband,”
says the LORD.
21 “A noise is heard on the hilltops.
It is the sound of the people of Israel crying and pleading to their gods.
Indeed they have followed sinful ways;
they have forgotten to be true to the LORD their God.
22Come back to me, you wayward people.
I want to cure your waywardness.
Say, ‘Here we are. We come to you
because you are the LORD our God.
23We know our noisy worship of false gods
on the hills andmountains did not help us.
We know that the LORD our God
is the only one who can deliver Israel.
24From earliest times our worship of that shameful god, Baal,
has taken away all that our ancestors worked for.
It has taken away our flocks and our herds,
and even our sons and daughters.
25Let us acknowledge our shame.
Let us bear the disgrace that we deserve.
For we have sinned against the LORD our God,
both we and our ancestors.
From earliest times to this very day
we have not obeyed the LORD our God.’

4
1 “If you, Israel, want to come back,” says the LORD,
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“if you want to come back to me
youmust get those disgusting idols out of my sight
andmust no longer go astray.
2Youmust be truthful, honest and upright
when you take an oath saying, ‘As surely as the LORD lives!’
If you do, the nations will pray to be as blessed by him as you are
and will make him the object of their boasting.”
3Yes, the LORD has this to say
to the people of Judah and Jerusalem:
“Like a farmer breaking up hard unplowed ground,
youmust break your rebellious will andmake a new beginning;
just as a farmermust clear away thorns lest the seed is wasted,
youmust get rid of the sin that is ruining your lives.
4 Just as ritual circumcision cuts away the foreskin
as an external symbol of dedicated covenant commitment,
youmust genuinely dedicate yourselves to the LORD
and get rid of everything that hinders your commitment to me,
people of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem.
If you do not, my anger will blaze up like a flaming fire against you
that no one will be able to extinguish.
That will happen because of the evil you have done.”

Warning of Coming Judgment
5The LORD said|strong="H5046",

“Announce this in Judah and proclaim it in Jerusalem:
‘Sound the trumpet throughout the land!’
Shout out loudly,
‘Gather together! Let us flee into the fortified cities!’
6Raise a signal flag that tells people to go to Zion.
Run for safety! Do not delay!
For I am about to bring disaster out of the north.
It will bring great destruction.
7Like a lion that has come up from its lair
the one who destroys nations has set out from his home base.
He is coming out to lay your land waste.
Your cities will become ruins and lie uninhabited.
8 So put on sackcloth!
Mourn andwail, saying,
‘The fierce anger of the LORD
has not turned away from us!’ ”
9 “When this happens,” says the LORD,
“the king and his officials will lose their courage.
The priests will be struck with horror,
and the prophets will be speechless in astonishment.”

10 In response to all this I said, “Ah, Lord GOD, you have surely allowed the people of
Judah and Jerusalem to be deceived by those who say, ‘You will be safe!’ But in fact a
sword is already at our throats.”
11 “At that time the people of Judah and Jerusalemwill be told,
‘A scorching wind will sweep down
from the hilltops in the desert onmy dear people.
It will not be a gentle breeze



Jeremiah 4:12 935 Jeremiah 4:24

for winnowing the grain and blowing away the chaff.
12No, a wind too strong for that will come at my bidding.
Yes, even now I, myself, am calling down judgment on them.’
13Look! The enemy is approaching like gathering clouds.
The roar of his chariots is like that of a whirlwind.
His horses movemore swiftly than eagles.”
I cry out, “We are doomed, for we will be destroyed!”
14 “Oh people of Jerusalem, purify your hearts from evil
so that youmay yet be delivered.
How long will you continue to harbor up
wicked schemes within you?
15Formessengers are coming, heralding disaster,
from the city of Dan and from the hills of Ephraim.
16They are saying,
‘Announce to the surrounding nations,
“The enemy is coming!”
Proclaim this message to Jerusalem:
“Those who besiege cities are coming from a distant land.
They are ready to raise the battle cry against the towns in Judah.” ’
17They will surround Jerusalem
likemen guarding a field
because they have rebelled against me,”
says the LORD|strong="H3069".
18 “The way you have lived and the things you have done
will bring this on you.
This is the punishment you deserve, and it will be painful indeed.
The pain will be so bad it will pierce your heart.”

19 I said,
“Oh, the feeling in the pit of my stomach!
I writhe in anguish.
Oh, the pain inmy heart!
My heart pounds withinme.
I cannot keep silent.
For I hear the sound of the trumpet;
the sound of the battle cry pierces my soul!
20 I see one destruction after another taking place,
so that the whole land lies in ruins.
I see our tents suddenly destroyed,
their curtains torn down in amere instant.
21 “How longmust I see the enemy’s battle flags
and hear themilitary signals of their bugles?”

22The LORD answered, |strong="H3588"
“This will happen becausemy people are foolish.
They do not knowme.
They are like children who have no sense.
They have no understanding.
They are skilled at doing evil.
They do not know how to do good.”
23 “I looked at the land and saw that it was an empty wasteland.
I looked up at the sky, and its light had vanished.
24 I looked at themountains and saw that they were shaking.
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All the hills were swaying back and forth!
25 I looked and saw that there were nomore people,
and that all the birds in the sky had flown away.
26 I looked and saw that the fruitful land had become a desert
and that all of the cities had been laid in ruins.
The LORD had brought this all about
because of his blazing anger.
27All this will happen because the LORD said,
“The whole land will be desolate;
however, I will not completely destroy it.
28Because of this the land will mourn
and the sky above will grow black.
For I havemademy purpose known
and I will not relent or turn back from carrying it out.”
29At the sound of the approaching horsemen and archers
the people of every townwill flee.
Some of themwill hide in the thickets.
Others will climb up among the rocks.
All the cities will be deserted.
No one will remain in them.
30And you, Zion, city doomed to destruction,
you accomplish nothing by wearing a beautiful dress,
decking yourself out in jewels of gold,
and putting on eye shadow!
You aremaking yourself beautiful for nothing.
Your lovers spurn you.
They want to kill you.
31 In fact, I hear a cry like that of a woman in labor,
a cry of anguish like that of a woman giving birth to her first baby.
It is the cry of Daughter Zion gasping for breath,
reaching out for help, saying, “I am done in!
My life is ebbing away before these murderers!”

5
1The LORD said, |strong="H7751"

“Go up and down through the streets of Jerusalem.
Look around and see for yourselves.
Search through its public squares.
See if any of you can find a single person
who deals honestly and tries to be truthful.
If you can, then I will not punish this city.
2These people make promises in the name of the LORD.
But the fact is, what they swear to is really a lie.”
3LORD, I know you look for faithfulness.
But even when you punish these people, they feel no remorse.
Even when you nearly destroy them, they refuse to be corrected.
They have become as hardheaded as a rock.
They refuse to change their ways.
4 I thought, “Surely it is only the ignorant poor who act this way.
They act like fools because they do not knowwhat the LORD demands.
They do not knowwhat their God requires of them.
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5 I will go to the leaders
and speak with them.
Surely they knowwhat the LORD demands.
Surely they knowwhat their God requires of them.”
Yet all of them, too, have rejected his authority
and refuse to submit to him.
6 So like a lion from the thicket their enemies will kill them.
Like a wolf from the desert they will destroy them.
Like a leopard they will lie in wait outside their cities
and totally destroy anyone who ventures out.
For they have rebelled somuch
and done somany unfaithful things.

7The LORD asked|strong="H5545",
“How can I leave you unpunished, Jerusalem?
Your people have rejectedme
and have worshiped gods that are not gods at all.
Even though I supplied all their needs, they were like an unfaithful wife to me.
They went flocking to the houses of prostitutes.
8They are like lusty, well-fed stallions.
Each of them lusts after his neighbor’s wife.
9 I will surely punish them for doing such things!” says the LORD.
“I will surely bring retribution on such a nation as this!”
10The LORD commanded|strong="H5927" the enemy,
“March through the vineyards of Israel and Judah and ruin them.
But do not destroy them completely.
Strip off their branches
for these people do not belong to the LORD.
11For the nations of Israel and Judah
have been very unfaithful to me,”
says the LORD.

12 “These people have denied what the LORD says.
They have said, ‘That is not so!
No harmwill come to us.
Wewill not experience war and famine.
13The prophets will prove to be full of wind.
The LORD has not|strong="H0369" spoken through them.
So, let what they say happen to them.’ ”

14Because of that, the LORD, the Godwho rules over all, said to me,
“Because these people have spoken like this,
I will make the words that I put in yourmouth like fire.
And I will make this people like wood
which the fiery judgments you speak will burn up.”
15The LORD says, “Listen, nation of Israel!
I am about to bring a nation from far away to attack you.
It will be a nation that was founded long ago
and has lasted for a long time.
It will be a nation whose language you will not know.
Its people will speak words that you will not be able to understand.
16All of its soldiers are strong andmighty.
Their arrows will send you to your grave.
17They will eat up your crops and your food.
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They will kill off your sons and your daughters.
They will eat up your sheep and your cattle.
They will destroy your vines and your fig trees.
Their weapons will batter down
the fortified cities you trust in.

18Yet even then I will not completely destroy you,” says the LORD.
19 “So then, Jeremiah, when your people ask, ‘Why has the LORD our God done all this

to us?’ tell them, ‘It is because you rejected me and served foreign gods in your own
land. So youmust serve foreigners in a land that does not belong to you.’
20 “Proclaim this message among the descendants of Jacob.
Make it known throughout Judah.
21Tell them: ‘Hear this,
you foolish people who have no understanding,
who have eyes but do not discern,
who have ears but do not perceive:
22 “You should fear me!” says the LORD.
“You should tremble in awe before me!
I made the sand to be a boundary for the sea,
a permanent barrier that it can never cross.
Its waves may roll, but they can never prevail.
Theymay roar, but they can never cross beyond that boundary.”
23But these people have stubborn and rebellious hearts.
They have turned aside and gone their ownway.
24They do not say to themselves,
“Let us revere the LORD our God.
It is he who gives us the autumn rains and the spring rains at the proper time.
It is he who assures us of the regular weeks of harvest.”
25Yourmisdeeds have stopped these things from coming.
Your sins have deprived you of my bounty.’
26 “Indeed, there are wicked scoundrels amongmy people.
They lie in wait like bird catchers hiding in ambush.
They set deadly traps to catch people.
27Like a cage filled with the birds that have been caught,
their houses are filled with the gains of their fraud and deceit.
That is how they have gotten so rich and powerful.
28That is how they have grown fat and sleek.
There is no limit to the evil things they do.
They do not plead the cause of the fatherless in such a way as to win it.
They do not defend the rights of the poor.
29 I will certainly punish them for doing such things!” says the LORD.
“I will certainly bring retribution on such a nation as this!
30 “Something horrible and shocking
is going on in the land of Judah:
31The prophets prophesy lies.
The priests exercise power by their own authority.
Andmy people love to have it this way.
But they will not be able to help you when the time of judgment comes!

6
1 “Run for safety, people of Benjamin!
Get out of Jerusalem!
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Sound the trumpet in Tekoa!
Light the signal fires at Beth Hakkerem!
For disaster lurks out of the north;
it will bring great destruction.
2 I will destroy Daughter Zion,
who is as delicate and defenseless as a youngmaiden.
3Kings will come against it with their armies.
They will encamp in siege all around it.
Each of themwill devastate the portion assigned to him.
4They will say, ‘Prepare to do battle against it!
Come on! Let’s attack it at noon!’
But later they will say, ‘Oh, oh! Too bad!
The day is almost over
and the shadows of evening are getting long.
5 So come on, let’s go ahead and attack it by night
and destroy all its fortified buildings.’
6All of this is because the LORD who rules over all has said:
‘Cut down the trees around Jerusalem
and build up a siege ramp against its walls.
This is the city which is to be punished.
Nothing but oppression happens in it.
7As a well continually pours out fresh water
so it continually pours out wicked deeds.
Sounds of violence and destruction echo throughout it.
All I see are sick and wounded people.’
8 So take warning, Jerusalem,
or I will abandon you in disgust
andmake you desolate,
a place where no one can live.”

9This is what the LORD who rules over all said to me:
“Those who remain in Israel will be
like the grapes thoroughly gleaned from a vine.
So go over them again, as though youwere a grape harvester
passing your hand over the branches one last time.”

10 I answered,
“Whowould listen
if I spoke to them andwarned them?
Their ears are so closed
that they cannot hear!
Indeed, what the LORD says is offensive to them.
They do not like it at all.
11 I am as full of anger as you are, LORD,
I am tired of trying to hold it in.”
The LORD answered, |strong="H8210"

“Vent it, then, on the children who play in the street
and on the youngmenwho are gathered together.
Husbands and wives are to be included,
as well as the old and those who are advanced in years.
12Their houses will be turned over to others
as will their fields and their wives.
For I will unleashmy power
against those who live in this land,”
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says the LORD.
13 “That is because, from the least important to themost important of them,
all of them are greedy for dishonest gain.
Prophets and priests alike,
all of them practice deceit.
14They offer only superficial help
for the harmmy people have suffered.
They say, ‘Everything will be all right!’
But everything is not all right!
15Are they ashamed because they have done such shameful things?
No, they are not at all ashamed.
They do not even know how to blush!
So they will die, just like others have died.
They will be brought to ruin when I punish them,”
says the LORD.
16The LORD said to his people:

“You are standing at the crossroads. So consider your path.
Ask where the old, reliable paths are.
Ask where the path is that leads to blessing and follow it.
If you do, you will find rest for your souls.”
But they said, “Wewill not follow it!”

17The LORD said, |strong="H6965"
“I appointed prophets as watchmen to warn you, saying:
‘Pay attention to the warning sound of the trumpet!’ ”
But they said, “Wewill not pay attention!”

18 So the LORD said, |strong="H8085"
“Hear, you nations!
Be witnesses and take note of what will happen to these people.
19Hear this, you peoples of the earth:
‘Take note! I am about to bring disaster on these people.
It will come as punishment for their scheming.
For they have paid no attention to what I have said,
and they have rejectedmy law.
20 I take no delight when they offer up tome
frankincense that comes from Sheba
or sweet-smelling cane imported from a faraway land.
I cannot accept the burnt offerings they bringme.
I get no pleasure from the sacrifices they offer to me.’
21 So, this is what the LORD says:
‘I will assuredly make these people stumble to their doom.
Parents and children will stumble and fall to their destruction.
Friends and neighbors will die.’
22 “This is what the LORD says:
‘Beware! An army is coming from a land in the north.
Amighty nation is stirring into action in faraway parts of the earth.
23 Its soldiers are armedwith bows and spears.
They are cruel and show nomercy.
They sound like the roaring sea
as they ride forth on their horses.
Lined up in formation like men going into battle
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to attack you, Daughter Zion.’ ”
24The people cry out, “We have heard reports about them!
We have become helpless with fear!
Anguish grips us,
agony like that of a woman giving birth to a baby!
25Do not go out into the countryside.
Do not travel on the roads.
For the enemy is there with sword in hand.
They are spreading terror everywhere.”
26 So I said, “Oh, my dear people, put on sackcloth
and roll in ashes.
Mourn with painful sobs
as though you had lost your only child.
For anymoment now that destructive army
will come against us.”

27The LORD said to me, |strong="H5414"
“I havemade you like ametal assayer
to test my people like ore.
You are to observe them
and evaluate how they behave.”

28 I reported,
“All of them are themost stubborn of rebels!
They are as hard as bronze or iron.
They go about telling lies.
They all deal corruptly.
29The fiery bellows of judgment burn fiercely.
But there is toomuch dross to be removed.
The process of refining them has proved useless.
The wicked have not been purged.
30They are regarded as ‘rejected silver’
because the LORD rejects them.”

7
1The LORD said to Jeremiah:
2 “Stand in the gate of the LORD’s temple and proclaim this message: ‘Listen, all you

people of Judah who have passed through these gates to worship the LORD. Hear what
the LORD has to say.

3The LORDGod of Israelwho rules over all says: Change theway you have been living
and do what is right. If you do, I will allow you to continue to live in this land.

4 Stop putting your confidence in the false belief that says, “We are safe! The temple
of the LORD is here! The temple of the LORD is here! The temple of the LORD is here!”

5Youmust change the way you have been living and do what is right. Youmust treat
one another fairly.

6 Stop oppressing foreigners who live in your land, children who have lost their
fathers, and women who have lost their husbands. Stop killing innocent people in this
land. Stop paying allegiance to other gods. That will only bring about your ruin.

7 If you stop doing these things, I will allow you to continue to live in this land which
I gave to your ancestors as a lasting possession.

8 “‘But just look at you! You are putting your confidence in a false belief that will not
deliver you.
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9You steal. You murder. You commit adultery. You lie when you swear on oath. You
sacrifice to thegodBaal. Youpayallegiance toothergodswhomyouhavenotpreviously
known.

10Then you come and stand in my presence in this temple I have claimed as my own
and say, “We are safe!” You think you are so safe that you go on doing all those hateful
sins!

11Do you think this temple I have claimed as my own is to be a hideout for robbers?
You had better take note! I have seen for myself what you have done! says the LORD|
strong="H3069".

12 So, go to the place in Shiloh where I allowed myself to be worshiped in the early
days. See what I did to it because of the wicked things my people Israel did.

13 You also have done all these things, says the LORD, and I have spoken to you over
and over again. But you have not listened! You have refused to respond when I called
you to repent!

14 So I will destroy this temple which I have claimed as my own, this temple that you
are trusting toprotect you. Iwill destroy this place that I gave to youandyour ancestors,
just like I destroyed Shiloh.

15And Iwill drive you out ofmy sight just like I drove out your relatives, the people of
Israel.’ ”

16 Then the LORD said, “As for you|strong="H0859", Jeremiah, do not pray for these
people! Do not cry out to me or petition me on their behalf! Do not plead with me to
save them, because I will not listen to you.

17Doyouseewhat theyaredoing in the townsof Judahand in the streetsof Jerusalem?
18Children are gathering firewood, fathers are building fires with it, and women are

mixing dough to bake cakes to offer to the goddess they call the Queen of Heaven. They
are also pouring out drinkofferings to other gods. They seem todoall this just to trouble
me.

19 But I am not really the one being troubled!” says the LORD. “Rather they are
bringing trouble on themselves to their own shame!

20 So,” the Lord GOD says, “my raging fury will be poured out on this land. It will be
poured out on human beings and animals, on trees and crops. And it will burn like a
fire which cannot be extinguished.”

21The LORD said|strong="H0559" to the people of Judah, “The LORD God of Israel who
rules over all says: ‘Youmight aswell go ahead andadd themeat of your burnt offerings
to that of the other sacrifices and eat it, too!

22 Consider this: When I spoke to your ancestors after I brought them out of Egypt, I
did not merely give them commands about burnt offerings and sacrifices.

23 I also explicitly commanded them: “Obeyme. If you do, I will be your God and you
will be my people. Live exactly the way I tell you and things will go well with you.”

24But they didnot listen tomeor pay any attention tome. They followed the stubborn
inclinations of their ownwicked hearts. They acted worse and worse instead of better.

25 From the time your ancestors departed the land of Egypt until now, I sent my
servants the prophets to you again and again, day after day.

26 But your ancestors did not listen to me nor pay attention to me. They became
obstinate and weremore wicked than even their own forefathers.’ ”

27 Then the LORD said|strong="H1696" to me, “When you tell them all this, they will
not listen to you. When you call out to them, they will not respond to you.

28 So tell them: ‘This is a nation that has not obeyed the LORD their God and has not
accepted correction. Faithfulness is nowhere to be found in it. These people donot even
profess it anymore.
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29 So, mourn, you people of this nation. Cut off your hair and throw it away. Sing a
song of mourning on the hilltops. For the LORD has decided to reject and forsake this
generation that has provoked his wrath!’ ”

30The LORD says, “I have rejected thembecause the people of Judah have donewhat I
consider evil. Theyhave set up their disgusting idols in the templewhich I have claimed
for my own and have defiled it.

31They have also built places ofworship in a place called Topheth in the Valley of Ben
Hinnom so that they can sacrifice their sons and daughters by fire. That is something
I never commanded them to do! Indeed, it never even entered my mind to command
such a thing!

32So,watch out!” says the LORD. “The timewill soon comewhenpeoplewill no longer
call those places Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom. But they will call that valley the
Valley of Slaughter and they will bury so many people in Topheth they will run out of
room.

33 Then the dead bodies of these people will be left on the ground for the birds and
wild animals to eat. There will not be any survivors to scare them away.

34 I will put an end to the sounds of joy and gladness, or the glad celebration of brides
and grooms throughout the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem. For the whole
land will become a desolate wasteland.”

8
1 The LORD says, “When that time comes, the bones of the kings of Judah and its

leaders, the bones of the priests and prophets and of all the other people who lived in
Jerusalemwill be dug up from their graves.

2 They will be spread out and exposed to the sun, the moon and the stars. These are
things they adored and served, things to which they paid allegiance, from which they
sought guidance, and worshiped. The bones of these people will never be regathered
and reburied. They will be like manure used to fertilize the ground.

3However, I will leave some of these wicked people alive and banish them to other
places. But wherever these people who survive may go, they will wish they had died
rather than lived,” says the LORD who rules over all.

Willful Disregard of GodWill Lead to Destruction
4The LORD said|strong="H0559" to me,

“Tell them, ‘The LORD says,
Do people not get back up when they fall down?
Do they not turn aroundwhen they go the wrong way?
5Why, then, do these people of Jerusalem
continually turn away fromme in apostasy?
They hold fast to their deception.
They refuse to turn back to me.
6 I have listened to them very carefully,
but they do not speak honestly.
None of them regrets the evil he has done.
None of them says, “I have done wrong!”
All of them persist in their ownwayward course
like a horse charging recklessly into battle.
7Even the stork knows
when it is time tomove on.
The turtledove, swallow, and crane
recognize the normal times for their migration.
But my people pay no attention
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to what I, the LORD, require of them.
8How can you say, “We are wise!
We have the law of the LORD”?
The truth is, those who teach it have used their writings
to make it say what it does not really mean.
9Your wise menwill be put to shame.
They will be dumbfounded and be brought to judgment.
Since they have rejected the word of the LORD,
what wisdom do they really have?
10
So I will give their wives to other men
and their fields to new owners.
For from the least important to themost important of them,
all of them are greedy for dishonest gain.
Prophets and priests alike,
all practice deceit.
11They offer only superficial help
for the hurt my dear people have suffered.
They say, “Everything will be all right!”
But everything is not all right!
12Are they ashamed because they have done such disgusting things?
No, they are not at all ashamed!
They do not even know how to blush!
So they will die just like others have died.
They will be brought to ruin when I punish them,
says the LORD.
13 I will take away their harvests, says the LORD|strong="H3069".
There will be no grapes on their vines.
There will be no figs on their fig trees.
Even the leaves on their trees will wither.
The crops that I gave themwill be taken away.’ ”

Jeremiah Laments over the Coming Destruction
14The people say,

“Why are we just sitting here?
Let us gather together inside the fortified cities.
Let us at least die there fighting,
since the LORD our God has condemned us to die.
He has condemned us to drink the poison waters of judgment
because we have sinned against him.
15We hoped for good fortune, but nothing good has come of it.
We hoped for a time of relief, but instead we experience terror.
16The snorting of the enemy’s horses
is already being heard in the city of Dan.
The sound of the neighing of their stallions
causes the whole land to tremble with fear.
They are coming to destroy the land and everything in it!
They are coming to destroy the cities and everyone who lives in them!”

17The LORD says,
“Yes indeed, I am sending an enemy against you
that will be like poisonous snakes which cannot be charmed away.
And they will inflict fatal wounds on you.”
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18Then I said,
“There is no cure for my grief!
I am sick at heart!
19 I hear my dear people crying out
throughout the length and breadth of the land.
They are crying, ‘Is the LORD no longer in Zion?
Is her divine King no longer there?’ ”
The LORD answers, |strong="H4069"
“Why then do they provokeme to anger with their images,
with their worthless foreign idols?”
20 “They cry, ‘Harvest time has come and gone, and the summer is over,
and still we have not been delivered.’
21My heart is crushed becausemy dear people are being crushed.
I go about crying and grieving. I am overwhelmedwith dismay.
22There is still medicinal ointment available in Gilead!
There is still a physician there!
Why then havemy dear people
not been restored to health?

9
1 I wish that my head were a well full of water
andmy eyes were a fountain full of tears!
If they were, I could cry day and night
for those of my dear people who have been killed.
2 I wish I had a lodging place in the desert
where I could spend some time like a weary traveler.
Then I would desert my people
and walk away from them
because they are all unfaithful to God,
a congregation of people that has been disloyal to him.

The Lord Laments That HeHas No Choice But to Judge Them
3The LORD says,

“These people are like soldiers who have readied their bows.
Their tongues are always ready to shoot out lies.
They have become powerful in the land,
but they have not done so by honest means.
Indeed, they do one evil thing after another
and do not pay attention to me.
4Everyonemust be on his guard around his friends.
Hemust not even trust any of his relatives.
For every one of themwill find someway to cheat him.
And all of his friends will tell lies about him.
5One friend deceives another
and no one tells the truth.
These people have trained themselves to tell lies.
They do wrong and are unable to repent.
6They do one act of violence after another,
and one deceitful thing after another.
They refuse to pay attention to me,”
says the LORD.

7Therefore the LORD who rules over all says,
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“I will now purify them in the fires of affliction and test them.
The wickedness of my dear people has left me no choice.
What else can I do?
8Their tongues are like deadly arrows.
They are always telling lies.
Friendly words for their neighbors come from their mouths.
But their minds are thinking up ways to trap them.
9 I will certainly punish them for doing such things!” says the LORD.
“I will certainly bring retribution on such a nation as this!”

The Coming Destruction Calls ForMourning
10 I said,

“I will weep andmourn for the grasslands on themountains,
I will sing amournful song for the pastures in the wilderness
because they are so scorched no one travels through them.
The sound of livestock is no longer heard there.
Even the birds in the sky and the wild animals in the fields
have fled and are gone.”

11The LORD said, |strong="H5414"
“I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins.
Jackals will make their home there.
I will destroy the towns of Judah
so that no one will be able to live in them.”

12 I said,
“Who is wise enough to understand why this has happened?
Who has a word from the LORD that can explain it?
Why does the land lie in ruins?
Why is it as scorched as a desert through which no one travels?”

13 The LORD|strong="H3069" answered, “This has happened because these people
have rejected my laws which I gave them. They have not obeyed me or followed those
laws.

14 Instead they have followed the stubborn inclinations of their own hearts. They
have paid allegiance to the gods called Baal, as their fathers taught them to do.

15 So then, listen to what I, the LORD God of Israel who rules over all, say. ‘I will make
these people eat the bitter food of suffering and drink the poison water of judgment.

16 Iwill scatter themamongnations that neither they nor their ancestors have known
anythingabout. Iwill sendpeoplechasingafter themwithswordsuntil Ihavedestroyed
them.’ ”

17The LORD who rules over all told me to say to this people,
“Take note of what I say.
Call for the womenwhomourn for the dead!
Summon those who are themost skilled at it!”
18 I said, “Indeed, let them come quickly and sing a song of mourning for us.
Let themwail loudly until tears stream from our own eyes
and our eyelids overflowwith water.
19For the sound of wailing is soon to be heard in Zion.
They will wail, ‘We are utterly ruined! We are completely disgraced!
For our houses have been torn down
andwemust leave our land.’ ”

20 I said,
“So now, you wailing women, hear what the LORD says.
Open your ears to the words from his mouth.



Jeremiah 9:21 947 Jeremiah 10:6

Teach your daughters this mournful song,
and each of you teach your neighbor this lament.
21 ‘Death has climbed in through our windows.
It has entered into our fortified houses.
It has taken away our children who play in the streets.
It has taken away our youngmenwho gather in the city squares.’
22Tell your daughters and neighbors, ‘The LORD says,
“The dead bodies of people will lie scattered everywhere
like manure scattered on a field.
They will lie scattered on the ground
like grain that has been cut down but has not been gathered.” ’ ”
23
The LORD says,

“Wise people should not boast that they are wise.
Powerful people should not boast that they are powerful.
Rich people should not boast that they are rich.
24 If people want to boast, they should boast about this:
They should boast that they understand and knowme.
They should boast that they know and understand
that I, the LORD, act out of faithfulness, fairness, and justice in the earth
and that I desire people to do these things,”
says the LORD.
25 The LORD says, “Watch out! The time is soon coming when I will punish all those

who are circumcised only in the flesh.
26That is, I will punish the Egyptians, the Judeans, the Edomites, the Ammonites, the

Moabites, and all the desert people who cut their hair short at the temples. I will do so
because none of the people of those nations are really circumcised in the LORD’s sight.
Moreover, none|strong="H6189" of the people of Israel are circumcised when it comes
to their hearts.”

10
1You people of Israel, listen to what the LORD has to say to you.
2The LORD says,

“Do not start following pagan religious practices.
Do not be in awe of signs that occur in the sky
even though the nations hold them in awe.
3For the religion of these people is worthless.
They cut down a tree in the forest,
and a craftsmanmakes it into an idol with his tools.
4He decorates it with overlays of silver and gold.
He uses hammer and nails to fasten it together
so that it will not fall over.
5 Such idols are like scarecrows in a cucumber field.
They cannot talk.
Theymust be carried
because they cannot walk.
Do not be afraid of them
because they cannot hurt you.
And they do not have any power to help you.”

6 I said,
“There is no one like you, LORD.
You are great.
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And you are renowned for your power.
7Everyone should revere you, O King of all nations,
because you deserve to be revered.
For there is no one like you
among any of the wise people of the nations nor among any of their kings.
8The people of those nations are both stupid and foolish.
Instruction from awooden idol is worthless!
9Hammered-out silver is brought from Tarshish
and gold is brought from Uphaz to cover those idols.
They are the handiwork of carpenters and goldsmiths.
They are clothed in blue and purple clothes.
They are all made by skillful workers.
10The LORD is the only true God.
He is the living God and the everlasting King.
When he shows his anger the earth shakes.
None of the nations can stand up to his fury.
11You people of Israel should tell those nations this:
‘These gods did not make heaven and earth.
They will disappear from the earth and from under the heavens.’
12The LORD is the one who by his power|strong="H3581" made the earth.
He is the one who by his wisdom established the world.
And by his understanding he spread out the skies.
13When his voice thunders, the heavenly ocean roars.
Hemakes the clouds rise from the far-off horizons.
Hemakes the lightning flash out in themidst of the rain.
He unleashes the wind from the places where he stores it.
14All these idolaters will prove to be stupid and ignorant.
Every goldsmith will be disgraced by the idol hemade.
For the image he forges is merely a sham.
There is no breath in any of those idols.
15They are worthless, mere objects to bemocked.
When the time comes to punish them, they will be destroyed.
16 The LORD, who is the inheritance|strong="H2506" of Jacob’s descendants, is not like

them.
He is the one who created everything.
And the people of Israel are those he claims as his own.
He is known as the LORD who rules over all.”

Jeremiah Laments for and Prays for the Soon-to-be-Judged People
17Gather your belongings together and prepare to leave the land,
you people of Jerusalemwho are being besieged.
18For the LORD|strong="H3069" says, “I will now throw out
those who live in this land.
I will bring somuch trouble on them
that they will actually feel it.”
19And I cried out, “We are doomed!
Our wound is severe!
We once thought, ‘This is only an illness.
And wewill be able to bear it!’
20But our tents have been destroyed.
The ropes that held them in place have been ripped apart.
Our children are gone and are not coming back.
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There is no survivor to put our tents back up,
no one left to hang their tent curtains in place.
21For our leaders are stupid.
They have not sought the LORD’s advice.
So they do not act wisely,
and the people they are responsible for have all been scattered.
22Listen! News is coming even now.
The rumble of a great army is heard approaching from a land in the north.
It is coming to turn the towns of Judah into rubble,
places where only jackals live.
23LORD, we know that people do not control their own destiny.
It is not in their power to determine what will happen to them.
24Correct us, LORD, but only in duemeasure.
Do not punish us in anger or you will reduce us to nothing.
25Vent your anger on the nations that do not acknowledge you.
Vent it on the peoples who do not worship you.
For they have destroyed the people of Jacob.
They have completely destroyed them
and left their homeland in utter ruin.

11
1The LORD said to Jeremiah:
2 “Hear the terms of the covenant I made with Israel and pass them on to the people

of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem.
3Tell them that the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘Anyonewho does not keep the terms

of the covenant will be under a curse.
4Those are the terms that I charged your ancestors to keep when I brought them out

of Egypt, that place which was like an iron-smelting furnace. I said at that time, “Obey
me and carry out the terms of the agreement exactly as I commanded you. If you do,
you will be my people and I will be your God.

5 Then I will keep the promise I swore on oath to your ancestors to give them a land
flowing with milk and honey.” That is the very land that you still live in today.’ ” And I
responded, “Amen! Let it be so, LORD!”

6 The LORD said to me, “Announce all the following words in the towns of Judah and
in the streets of Jerusalem: ‘Listen to the terms ofmy covenantwith you and carry them
out!

7 For I solemnly warned your ancestors to obey me. I warned them again and again,
ever since I delivered them out of Egypt until this very day.

8But they did not listen to me or pay any attention to me! Each one of them followed
the stubborn inclinations of his own wicked heart. So I brought on them all the
punishments threatened in the covenant because they did not carry out its terms as I
commanded them to do.’ ”

9The LORD said tome, “The people of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalemhave plotted
rebellion against me!

10They have gone back to the evil ways of their ancestors of old who refused to obey
what I told them. They, too, have paid allegiance to other gods and worshiped them.
Both the nation of Israel and the nation of Judah have violated the covenant I made
with their ancestors.

11 So I, the LORD, say this: ‘I will soon bring disaster on them which they will not be
able to escape! When they cry out to me for help, I will not listen to them.
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12Then those living in the towns of Judahand in Jerusalemwill go and cry out for help
to the gods to whom they have been sacrificing. However, those gods will by no means
be able to save themwhen disaster strikes them.

13 This is in spite of the fact that the people of Judah have as many gods as they
have towns and the citizens of Jerusalem have set up as many altars to sacrifice to that
disgusting god, Baal, as they have streets in the city!’

14 So, Jeremiah, do not pray for these people. Do not cry out to me or petition me on
their behalf. Do not pleadwithme to save them. For I will not listen to themwhen they
call out to me for help when disaster strikes them.”

15The LORD says to the people of Judah, |strong="H4100"
“What right do you have to be inmy temple, my beloved people?
Many of you have done wicked things.
Can your acts of treachery be so easily canceled by sacred offerings
that you take joy in doing evil even while youmake them?
16 I, the LORD, once called you a thriving olive tree,
one that produced beautiful fruit.
But I will set you on fire,
fire that will blaze with amighty roar.
Then all your branches will be good for nothing.
17For though I, the LORD who rules over all, planted you in the land,
I now decree that disaster will come on you
because the nations of Israel and Judah have done evil
and havemademe angry by offering sacrifices to the god Baal.”

A Plot Against Jeremiah is Revealed andHe Complains of Injustice
18The LORD gaveme knowledge, that I might have understanding.
Then he showedmewhat the people were doing.
19Before this I had been like a docile lamb ready to be led to the slaughter.
I did not know they weremaking plans to kill me.
I did not know they were saying,
“Let’s destroy the tree along with its fruit!
Let’s remove Jeremiah from the world of the living
so people will not even be reminded of him anymore.”
20 So I said to the LORD, |strong="H3068"
“O LORDwho rules over all, you are a just judge!
You examine people’s hearts andminds.
I want to see you pay them back for what they have done
because I trust you to vindicate my cause.”

21 Then the LORD told me about some men from Anathoth who were threatening to
kill me. They had threatened, “Stop prophesying in the name of the LORD orwewill kill
you!”

22 So the LORD who rules over all said, “I will surely punish them! Their young men
will be killed in battle. Their sons and daughters will die of starvation.

23Not one of themwill survive. Iwill bring disaster on thosemen fromAnathothwho
threatened you. A day of reckoning is coming for them.”

12
1LORD, you have always been fair
whenever I have complained to you.
However, I would like to speak with you about the disposition of justice.
Why are wicked people successful?
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Why do all dishonest people have such easy lives?
2You plant them like trees and they put down their roots.
They grow prosperous and are very fruitful.
They always talk about you,
but they really care nothing about you.
3But you, LORD, know all about me.
You watchme and test my devotion to you.
Drag these wickedmen away like sheep to be slaughtered!
Appoint a time when they will be killed!
4How longmust the land be parched
and the grass in every field be withered?
How longmust the animals and the birds die
because of the wickedness of the people who live in this land?
For these people boast,
“Godwill not see what happens to us.”

5The LORD answered, |strong="H3588"
“If you have raced on foot against men and they have worn you out,
howwill you be able to compete with horses?
And if you feel secure only in safe and open country,
howwill youmanage in the thick undergrowth along the Jordan River?
6As amatter of fact, even your own brothers
and themembers of your own family have betrayed you too.
Even they have plotted to do away with you.
So do not trust them evenwhen they say kind things to you.
7 “I will abandonmy nation.
I will forsake the people I call my own.
I will turnmy beloved people
over to the power of their enemies.
8The people I call my own have turned onme
like a lion in the forest.
They have roared defiantly at me.
So I will treat them as though I hate them.
9The people I call my own attackme like birds of prey or like hyenas.
But other birds of prey are all around them.
Let all the nations gather together like wild beasts.
Let them come and destroy these people I call my own.
10Many foreign rulers will ruin the land where I plantedmy people.
They will trample all over my chosen land.
They will turnmy beautiful land
into a desolate wasteland.
11They will lay it waste.
It will lie parched and empty before me.
The whole land will be laid waste.
But no one living in it will pay any heed.
12A destructive armywill comemarching
over the hilltops in the desert.
For the LORD will use them as his destructive weapon
against everyone from one end of the land to the other.
No one will be safe.
13My people will sowwheat, but will harvest weeds.
They will work until they are exhausted, but will get nothing from it.
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They will be disappointed in their harvests
because the LORD will take them away in his fierce anger.

14 “I, the LORD, also have something to say concerning the wicked nations who
surround my land and have attacked and plundered the land that I gave to my people
as a permanent possession. I say: ‘I will uproot the people of those nations from their
lands and I will free the people of Judah who have been taken there.

15But after I have uprooted the people of those nations, I will relent and have pity on
them. I will restore the people of each of those nations to their own lands and to their
own country.

16 But they must make sure you learn to follow the religious practices of my people.
Once they taught my people to swear their oaths using the name of the god Baal.
But then, they must swear oaths using my name, saying, “As surely as the LORD|
strong="H3069" lives, I swear.” If they do these things, then theywill be included among
the people I call my own.

17 But I will completely uproot and destroy any of those nations that will not pay
heed,’ ” says the LORD.

13
1 The LORD said to me, “Go and buy some linen shorts and put them on. Do not put

them in water.”
2 So I bought the shorts as the LORD had told me to do and put them on.
3Then the LORD spoke to me again and said,
4 “Take the shorts that you bought and arewearing and go at once to Perath. Bury the

shorts there in a crack in the rocks.”
5 So I went and buried them at Perath as the LORD had orderedme to do.
6 Many days later the LORD said to me, “Go at once to Perath and get the shorts I

ordered you to bury there.”
7So I went to Perath and dug up the shorts from the place where I had buried them. I

found that they were ruined; they were good for nothing.
8Then the LORD said to me,
9 “I, the LORD, say: ‘This shows how I will ruin the highly exalted position in which

Judah and Jerusalem take pride.
10 These wicked people refuse to obey what I have said. They follow the stubborn

inclinations of their own hearts and pay allegiance to other gods by worshiping and
serving them. So they will become just like these linen shorts which are good for
nothing.

11For,’ I say, ‘just as shorts cling tightly to a person’s body, so I bound thewhole nation
of Israel and the whole nation of Judah tightly to me.’ I intended for them to be my
special people and to bringme fame, honor, and praise. But they would not obeyme.

12 “So tell them, ‘The LORD, the God of Israel, says, “Every wine jar is made to be filled
with wine.” ’ And they will probably say to you, ‘Do you not think we know that every
wine jar is supposed to be filled with wine?’

13 Then tell them, ‘The LORD says, “I will soon fill all the people who live in this land
with stupor. I will also fill the kings fromDavid’s dynasty, the priests, the prophets, and
the citizens of Jerusalemwith stupor.

14And I will smash them like wine bottles against one another, children and parents
alike. I will not show any pity, mercy, or compassion. Nothing will keep me from
destroying them,’ says the LORD.”

15Then I said to the people of Judah,
“Listen and pay attention! Do not be arrogant!
For the LORD has spoken.
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16 Show the LORD your God the respect that is due him.
Do it before he brings the darkness of disaster.
Do it before you stumble into distress
like a traveler on themountains at twilight.
Do it before he turns the light of deliverance you hope for
into the darkness and gloom of exile.
17But if you will not pay attention to this warning,
I will weep alone because of your arrogant pride.
I will weep bitterly andmy eyes will overflowwith tears
because you, the LORD’s flock, will be carried into exile.”

18The LORD told|strong="H0559" me,
“Tell the king and the queenmother,
‘Surrender your thrones,
for your glorious crowns
will be removed from your heads.
19The gates of the towns in southern Judah will be shut tight.
No one will be able to go in or out of them.
All Judah will be carried off into exile.
They will be completely carried off into exile.’ ”

20Then I said,
“Look up, Jerusalem, and see
the enemy that is coming from the north.
Where now is the flock of people that were entrusted to your care?
Where now are the ‘sheep’ that you take such pride in?
21What will you say when the LORD appoints|strong="H6485" as rulers over you those

allies
that you, yourself, had actually prepared as such?
Then anguish and agony will grip you
like that of a woman giving birth to a baby.
22Youwill probably ask yourself,
‘Why have these things happened tome?
Why have I been treated like a disgraced adulteress
whose skirt has been torn off and her limbs exposed?’
It is because you have sinned somuch.
23But there is little hope for you ever doing good,
you who are so accustomed to doing evil.
Can an Ethiopian change the color of his skin?
Can a leopard remove its spots?

24 “The LORD says, |strong="H6327"
‘That is why I will scatter your people like chaff
that is blown away by a desert wind.
25This is your fate,
the destiny to which I have appointed you,
because you have forgottenme
and have trusted in false gods.
26 So I will pull your skirt up over your face
and expose you to shame like a disgraced adulteress!
27People of Jerusalem, I have seen your adulterous worship,
your shameless prostitution to, and your lustful pursuit of, other gods.
I have seen your disgusting acts of worship
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on the hills throughout the countryside.
You are doomed to destruction!
How long will you continue to be unclean?’ ”

14
1The LORD spoke to Jeremiah about the drought.

2 “The people of Judah are inmourning.
The people in her cities are pining away.
They lie on the ground expressing their sorrow.
Cries of distress come up tome from Jerusalem.
3The leadingmen of the cities send their servants for water.
They go to the cisterns, but they do not find any water there.
They return with their containers empty.
Disappointed and dismayed, they bury their faces in their hands.
4They are dismayed because the ground is cracked
because there has been no rain in the land.
The farmers, too, are dismayed
and bury their faces in their hands.
5Even the doe abandons her newborn fawn in the field
because there is no grass.
6Wild donkeys stand on the hilltops
and pant for breath like jackals.
Their eyes are strained looking for food,
because there is none to be found.”

7Then I said,
“O LORD, intervene for the honor of your name
even though our sins speak out against us.
Indeed, we have turned away from youmany times.
We have sinned against you.
8You have been the object of Israel’s hopes.
You have saved themwhen they were in trouble.
Why have you become like a resident foreigner in the land?
Why have you become like a traveler who only stops in to spend the night?
9Why should you be like someone who is helpless,
like a champion who cannot save anyone?
You are indeed with us,
and we belong to you.
Do not abandon us!”

10Then the LORD spoke about these people.
“They truly love to go astray.
They cannot keep from running away fromme.
So I am not pleased with them.
I will now call to mind the wrongs they have done
and punish them for their sins.”

Judgment for Believing theMisleading Lies of the False Prophets
11Then the LORD said to me, “Do not pray for good to come to these people!
12Even if they fast, Iwill nothear their cries forhelp. Even if theyofferburnt offerings

and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Instead, I will kill them through wars,
famines, and plagues.”
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13Then I said, “Oh, Lord GOD, look! The prophets are telling them that you said, ‘You
will not experiencewar or suffer famine. I will give you lasting peace and prosperity in
this land.’ ”

14Then the LORD said tome, “Those prophets are prophesying lies while claimingmy
authority! I didnot send them. I didnot commission them. I didnot speak to them. They
are prophesying to these people false visions, worthless predictions, and the delusions
of their ownmind.

15 I did not send those prophets, though they claim to be prophesying in my name.
They may be saying, ‘No war or famine will happen in this land.’ But I, the LORD, say
this about them: ‘War and starvation will kill those prophets.’

16The people to whom they are prophesying will die through war and famine. Their
bodies will be thrown out into the streets of Jerusalem and there will be no one to bury
them. This will happen to themen and their wives, their sons, and their daughters. For
I will pour out on them the destruction they deserve.”

Lament over Present Destruction and Threat ofMore to Come
17 “Tell these people this, Jeremiah:
‘My eyes overflowwith tears
day and night without ceasing.
For my people, my dear children, have suffered a crushing blow.
They have suffered a serious wound.
18 If I go out into the countryside,
I see those who have been killed in battle.
If I go into the city,
I see those who are sick because of starvation.
For both prophet and priest go about their own business
in the land without having any real understanding.’ ”

19Then I said,
“LORD, have you completely rejected|strong="H3988" the nation of Judah?
Do you despise the city of Zion?
Why have you struck us with such force
that we are beyond recovery?
We hope for peace, but nothing good has come of it.
We hope for a time of relief from our troubles, but experience terror.
20LORD, we confess that we have been wicked.
We confess that our ancestors have done wrong.
We have indeed sinned against you.
21For the honor of your name, do not treat Jerusalemwith contempt.
Do not treat with disdain the place where your glorious throne sits.
Be mindful of your covenant with us. Do not break it!
22Do any of the worthless idols of the nations cause rain to fall?
Do the skies themselves send showers?
Is it not you, O Lord our God, who does this?
So we put our hopes in you
because you alone do all this.”

15
1Then the LORD said to me, “Even if Moses and Samuel stood before me pleading for

these people, I would not feel pity for them! Get them away from me! Tell them to go
away!

2 If they ask you, ‘Where should we go?’ tell them the LORD says this:
“Those who are destined to die of disease will go to death by disease.
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Those who are destined to die in war will go to death in war.
Those who are destined to die of starvation will go to death by starvation.
Those who are destined to go into exile will go into exile.”

3 “I will punish them in four differentways: I will havewar kill them. I will have dogs
drag off their dead bodies. I will have birds and wild beasts devour and destroy their
corpses.

4 I will make all the people in all the kingdoms of the world horrified at what has
happened to them because of what Hezekiah’s son Manasseh, king of Judah, did in
Jerusalem.”

5The LORD cried out, |strong="H4310"
“Who in the world will have pity on you, Jerusalem?
Whowill grieve over you?
Whowill stop long enough
to inquire about how you are doing?
6 I, the LORD, say: ‘You people have desertedme!
You keep turning your back onme.’
So I have unleashedmy power against you and have begun to destroy you.
I have grown tired of feeling sorry for you!”

7The LORD continued, |strong="H8179"
“In every town in the land I will purge them
like straw blown away by the wind.
I will destroymy people.
I will kill off their children.
I will do so because they did not change their behavior.
8Their widows will become inmy sight more numerous
than the grains of sand on the seashores.
At noontime I will bring a destroyer
against themothers of their youngmen.
I will cause anguish and terror
to fall suddenly upon them.
9Themother who had seven children will grow faint.
All the breath will go out of her.
Her pride and joy will be taken from her in the prime of their life.
It will seem as if the sun had set while it was still day.
She will suffer shame and humiliation.
I will cause any of themwho are still left alive
to be killed in war by the onslaughts of their enemies,”
says the LORD.
Jeremiah Complains about His Lot and The Lord Responds

10 I said,
“Oh, mother, how I regret that you ever gave birth to me!
I am always starting arguments and quarrels with the people of this land.
I have not lent money to anyone and I have not borrowed from anyone.
Yet all of these people are treatingmewith contempt.”

11The LORD said,
“Jerusalem, I will surely send you away for your own good.
I will surely bring the enemy upon you in a time of trouble and distress.
12Can you people who are like iron and bronze
break that iron fist from the north?
13 I will give away your wealth and your treasures as plunder.
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I will give it away free of charge for the sins you have committed throughout your land.
14 I will make you serve your enemies in a land that you know nothing about.
For my anger is like a fire that will burn against you.”

15 I said,
“LORD, you know how I suffer.
Take thought of me and care for me.
Pay back for me those who have been persecutingme.
Do not be so patient with them that you allow them to kill me.
Bemindful of how I have put up with their insults for your sake.
16As your words came tome I drank them in,
and they filledmy heart with joy and happiness
because I belong to you.
17 I did not spendmy time in the company of other people,
laughing and having a good time.
I stayed to myself because I felt obligated to you
and because I was filled with anger at what they had done.
18Whymust I continually suffer such painful anguish?
Whymust I endure the sting of their insults like an incurable wound?
Will you let me downwhen I need you
like a brook one goes to for water, but that cannot be relied on?”

19Because of this, the LORD said,
“Youmust repent of such words and thoughts!
If you do, I will restore you to the privilege of servingme.
If you say what is worthwhile instead of what is worthless,
I will again allow you to bemy spokesman.
Theymust become as you have been.
Youmust not become like them.
20 I will make you as strong as a wall to these people,
a fortified wall of bronze.
They will attack you,
but they will not be able to overcome you.
For I will be with you to rescue you and deliver you,”
says the LORD.
21 “I will deliver you from the power of the wicked.
I will free you from the clutches of violent people.”

16
1The LORD said to me,
2 “Do not get married and do not have children here in this land.
3 For I, the LORD, tell you what will happen to the children who are born here in this

land and to themen andwomenwho are their mothers and fathers.
4 They will die of deadly diseases. No one will mourn for them. They will not be

buried. Their dead bodieswill lie likemanure spread on the ground. Theywill be killed
in war or die of starvation. Their corpses will be food for the birds and wild animals.

5 “Moreover I, the LORD, tell you: ‘Do not go into a house where they are having a
funeral meal. Do not go there to mourn and express your sorrow for them. For I have
stopped showing them my good favor, my love, and my compassion. I, the LORD, so
affirm it!

6Rich and poor alikewill die in this land. Theywill not be buried ormourned. People
will not cut their bodies or shave off their hair to show their grief for them.
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7No onewill take any food to those whomourn for the dead to comfort them. No one
will give them anywine to drink to console them for the loss of their father or mother.

8 “‘Do not go to a house where people are feasting and sit down to eat and drink with
them either.

9For I, the LORD God of Israel who rules over all, tell you what will happen. I will put
an end to the sounds of joy and gladness, to the glad celebration of brides and grooms
in this land. You and the rest of the people will live to see this happen.’ ”

The Lord Promises Exile (But Also Restoration)
10 “When you tell these people about all this, theywill undoubtedly ask you, ‘Whyhas

the LORD threatened uswith such great disaster? What wrong havewe done? What sin
have we done to offend the LORD our God?’

11Then tell them that theLORD says, ‘It is because your ancestors rejectedmeandpaid
allegiance to other gods. They have served them and worshiped them. But they have
rejectedme and not obeyedmy law.

12And you have acted evenmore wickedly than your ancestors! Each one of you has
followed the stubborn inclinations of your ownwicked heart and not obeyedme.

13 So I will throw you out of this land into a land that neither you nor your ancestors
have ever known. There you must worship other gods day and night, for I will show
you nomercy.’ ”

14Yet I, the LORD, say: “A new timewill certainly come. People now affirm their oaths
with ‘I swear as surely as the LORD liveswho delivered the people of Israel out of Egypt.’

15But in that time they will affirm themwith ‘I swear as surely as the LORD lives who
delivered the people of Israel from the land of the north and from all the other lands
where he had banished them.’ At that time I will bring them back to the land I gave
their ancestors.”

16But for now I, the LORD, say: “I will sendmany enemieswhowill catch these people
like fishermen. After that I will send others who will hunt them out like hunters from
all the mountains, all the hills, and the crevices in the rocks.

17For I see everything they do. Their wicked ways are not hidden fromme. Their sin
is not hidden awaywhere I cannot see it.

18Before I restore them I will punish them in full for their sins and the wrongs they
have done. For they have polluted my land with the lifeless statues of their disgusting
idols. They have filled the land I have claimed as my ownwith their detestable idols.”

19Then I said,
“LORD, you give me strength and protect me.
You are the one I can run to for safety when I am in trouble.
Nations from all over the earth
will come to you and say,
‘Our ancestors had nothing but false gods –
worthless idols that could not help them at all.
20Can people make their own gods?
No, what theymake are not gods at all.”

21The LORD said, |strong="H3651"
“So I will now let this wicked people know –
I will let them knowmymighty power in judgment.
Then they will know that my name is the LORD.”

17
1

The sin of Judah is engraved with an iron chisel
on their stone-hard hearts.
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It is inscribed with a diamond point
on the horns of their altars.
2Their children are always thinking about their altars
and their sacred poles dedicated to the goddess Asherah,
set up beside the green trees on the high hills
3and on themountains and in the fields.
I will give your wealth and all your treasures away as plunder.
I will give it away as the price for the sins you have committed throughout your land.
4Youwill lose your hold on the land
which I gave to you as a permanent possession.
I will make you serve your enemies in a land that you know nothing about.
For you havemademy anger burn like a fire that will never be put out.”

Individuals Are Challenged to Put Their Trust in the Lord
5The LORD says,

“I will put a curse on people
who trust in mere human beings,
who depend onmere flesh and blood for their strength,
and whose hearts have turned away from the LORD.
6They will be like a shrub in the desert.
They will not experience good things even when they happen.
It will be as though they were growing in the desert,
in a salt land where no one can live.
7My blessing is on those people who trust in me,
who put their confidence inme.
8They will be like a tree planted near a stream
whose roots spread out toward the water.
It has nothing to fear when the heat comes.
Its leaves are always green.
It has no need to be concerned in a year of drought.
It does not stop bearing fruit.
9The humanmind is more deceitful than anything else.
It is incurably bad. Who can understand it?
10 I, the LORD, probe into people’s minds.
I examine people’s hearts.
I deal with each person according to how he has behaved.
I give themwhat they deserve based onwhat they have done.
11The person who gathers wealth by unjust means
is like the partridge that broods over eggs but does not hatch them.
Before his life is half over he will lose his ill-gotten gains.
At the end of his life it will be clear he was a fool.”

Jeremiah Appeals to the Lord for Vindication
12Then I said,

“LORD, from the very beginning|strong="H7223"
you have been seated on your glorious throne on high.
You are the place where we can find refuge.
13You are the one in whom Israel may find hope.
All who leave you will suffer shame.
Those who turn away from youwill be consigned to the nether world.
For they have rejected you, the LORD, the fountain of life.
14LORD, grant me relief frommy suffering
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so that I may have some relief.
Rescueme from those who persecute me
so that I may be rescued.
15Listen to what they are saying to me.
They are saying, “Where are the things the LORD threatens us with?
Come on! Let’s see them happen!”
16But I have not pestered you to bring disaster.
I have not desired the time of irreparable devastation.
You know that.
You are fully aware of every word that I have spoken.
17Do not causeme dismay!
You aremy source of safety in times of trouble.
18May those who persecute me be disgraced.
Do not let me be disgraced.
May they be dismayed.
Do not let me be dismayed.
Bring days of disaster on them.
Bring on them the destruction they deserve.”

Observance of the Sabbath Day Is a Key to the Future
19 The LORD told me, “Go and stand in the People’s Gate through which the kings of

Judah enter and leave the city. Then go and stand in all the other gates of the city of
Jerusalem.

20 As you stand in those places announce, ‘Listen, all you people who pass through
these gates. Listen, all you kings of Judah, all you people of Judah and all you citizens of
Jerusalem. Listen to what the LORD says.

21 The LORD says, ‘Be very careful if you value your lives! Do not carry any loads in
through the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day.

22Do not carry any loads out of your houses or do any work on the Sabbath day. But
observe theSabbathdayasadayset apart to theLORD, as I commanded|strong="H6680"
your ancestors.

23 Your ancestors, however, did not listen to me or pay any attention to me. They
stubbornly refused to pay attention or to respond to any discipline.’

24 The LORD says, ‘You must make sure to obey me. You must not bring any loads
through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day. You must set the Sabbath day apart
to me. Youmust not do any work on that day.

25 If you do this, then the kings and princes who follow in David’s succession and
ride in chariots or on horses will continue to enter through these gates, as well as their
officials and the people of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem. This city will always be
filled with people.

26Thenpeoplewill comehere from the towns in Judah, from the villages surrounding
Jerusalem, from the territory of Benjamin, from the western foothills, from the south-
ernhill country, and from the southernpart of Judah. Theywill comebringing offerings
to the temple of the LORD: burnt offerings, sacrifices, grain offerings, and incense along
with their thank offerings.

27But youmust obeyme and set the Sabbath day apart tome. Youmust not carry any
loads in through the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. If you disobey, I will set the
gates of Jerusalemonfire. It will burn down all the fortified dwellings in Jerusalemand
no one will be able to put it out.’ ”
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18
1The LORD said to Jeremiah:
2 “Go down at once to the potter’s house. I will speak to you further there.”
3 So I went down to the potter’s house and found himworking at his wheel.
4Now and then there would be something wrong with the pot he was molding from

the clay with his hands. So hewould rework the clay into another kind of pot as he saw
fit.

5Then the LORD said to me,
6 “I, the LORD, say: ‘O nation of Israel, can I not deal with you as this potter deals with

the clay? Inmy hands, you, O nation of Israel, are just like the clay in this potter’s hand.’
7 There are times, Jeremiah, when I threaten to uproot, tear down, and destroy a

nation or kingdom.
8 But if that nation I threatened stops doing wrong, I will cancel the destruction I

intended to do to it.
9And there are times when I promise to build up and establish a nation or kingdom.
10But if that nation does what displeases me and does not obeyme, then I will cancel

the good I promised to do to it.
11So now, tell the people of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem this: The LORD says, ‘I

am preparing to bring disaster on you! I ammaking plans to punish you. So, every one
of you, stop the evil things you have been doing. Correct the way you have been living
and do what is right.’

12 But they just keep saying, ‘We do not care what you say! We will do whatever we
want to do! Wewill continue to behave wickedly and stubbornly!’ ”

13Therefore, the LORD says,
“Ask the people of other nations
whether they have heard of anything like this.
Israel should have been like a virgin.
But she has done something utterly revolting!
14Does the snow ever completely vanish from the rocky slopes of Lebanon?
Do the cool waters from those distant mountains ever cease to flow?
15Yet my people have forgottenme
and offered sacrifices to worthless idols!
This makes them stumble along in the way they live
and leave the old reliable path of their fathers.
They have left them to walk in bypaths,
in roads that are not smooth and level.
16 So their land will become an object of horror.
People will forever hiss out their scorn over it.
All who pass that way will be filled with horror
and will shake their heads in derision.
17 I will scatter them before their enemies
like dust blowing in front of a burning east wind.
I will turnmy back on them and not look favorably on them
when disaster strikes them.”

Jeremiah Petitions the Lord to Punish ThoseWhoAttack Him
18Thensomepeople said, “Comeon! Letus considerhowtodealwith Jeremiah! There

will still be priests to instruct us, wise men to give us advice, and prophets to declare
God’s word. Come on! Let’s bring charges against him and get rid of him! Then wewill
not need to pay attention to anything he says.”

19Then I said,
“LORD, pay attention to me.
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Listen to what my enemies are saying.
20 Should good be paid back with evil?
Yet they are virtually digging a pit to kill me.
Just remember how I stood before you
pleading on their behalf
to keep you from venting your anger on them.
21 So let their children die of starvation.
Let them be cut down by the sword.
Let their wives lose their husbands and children.
Let the older men die of disease
and the younger men die by the sword in battle.
22Let cries of terror be heard in their houses
when you send bands of raiders unexpectedly to plunder them.
For they have virtually dug a pit to capture me
and have hidden traps for me to step into.
23But you, LORD, know
all their plots to kill me.
Do not pardon their crimes!
Do not ignore their sins as though you had erased them!
Let them be brought down in defeat before you!
Deal with themwhile you are still angry!

19
1The LORD told Jeremiah, “Go and buy a clay jar from a potter. Takewith you some of

the leaders of the people and some of the leaders of the priests.
2Go out to the part of the Hinnom Valley which is near the entrance of the Potsherd

Gate. Announce there what I tell you.
3Say, ‘Listen towhat the LORD says, you kings of Judah and citizens of Jerusalem! The

LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, “I will bring a disaster on this place that will
make the ears of everyone who hears about it ring!

4 I will do so because these people have rejectedme and have defiled this place. They
have offered sacrifices in it to other gods which neither they nor their ancestors nor
the kings of Judah knew anything about. They have filled it with the blood of innocent
children.

5 They have built places here for worship of the god Baal so that they could sacrifice
their childrenas burnt offerings to him in thefire. Such sacrifices are something I never
commanded them tomake! They are something I never told them to do! Indeed, such a
thing never even enteredmymind!

6So I, the LORD, say: “The timewill soon come that peoplewill no longer call this place
Topheth or the Hinnom Valley. But they will call this valley the Valley of Slaughter!

7 In this place I will thwart the plans of the people of Judah and Jerusalem. I will
deliver them over to the power of their enemies who are seeking to kill them. They
will die by the sword at the hands of their enemies. I will make their dead bodies food
for the birds and wild beasts to eat.

8 I will make this city an object of horror, a thing to be hissed at. All who pass by it will
be filled with horror and will hiss out their scorn because of all the disasters that have
happened to it.

9 I will reduce the people of this city to desperate straits during the siege imposed on
it by their enemieswho are seeking to kill them. Iwillmake them so desperate that they
will eat the flesh of their own sons and daughters and the flesh of one another.” ’ ”
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10TheLORDcontinued, “Nowbreak|strong="H7665" the jar in front of thosewhohave
come here with you.

11 Tell them the LORD who rules over all says, ‘I will do just as Jeremiah has done. I
will smash this nation and this city as though it were a potter’s vessel which is broken
beyond repair. The dead will be buried here in Topheth until there is no more room to
bury them.’

12 I, the LORD, say: ‘That is how I will deal with this city and its citizens. I will make it
like Topheth.

13Thehouses in Jerusalemand thehouses of the kings of Judahwill be defiledbydead
bodies just like this place, Topheth. For they offered sacrifice to the stars andpouredout
drink offerings to other gods on the roofs of those houses.’ ”

14Then Jeremiah left Tophethwhere the LORD had sent him to give that prophecy. He
went to the LORD’s temple and stood in its courtyard and called out to all the people.

15 “The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘I will soon bring on this city and
all the towns surrounding it all the disaster I threatened to do to it. I will do so because
they have stubbornly refused to pay any attention to what I have said!’ ”

20
1NowPashhur sonof Immerheard Jeremiahprophesy these things. Hewas thepriest

who was chief of security in the LORD’s temple.
2When he heard Jeremiah’s prophecy, he had the prophet flogged. Then he put him

in the stocks which were at the Upper Gate of Benjamin in the LORD’s temple.
3But the next day Pashhur released Jeremiah from the stocks. Whenhe did, Jeremiah

said to him, “The LORD’s name for you is not ‘Pashhur’ but ‘Terror is Everywhere.’
4 For the LORD says, ‘I will make both you and your friends terrified of what will

happen to you. You will see all of them die by the swords of their enemies. I will hand
all the people of Judah over to the king of Babylon. He will carry some of them away
into exile in Babylon and he will kill others of themwith the sword.

5 I will hand over all the wealth of this city to their enemies. I will hand over to them
all the fruits of the labor of thepeople of this city andall their prizedpossessions, aswell
as all the treasures of the kings of Judah. Their enemies will seize it all as plunder and
carry it off to Babylon.

6You, Pashhur, and all your householdwill go into exile in Babylon. Youwill die there
and you will be buried there. The same thing will happen to all your friends to whom
you have prophesied lies.’ ”

Jeremiah Complains about the Reaction to HisMinistry
7LORD, you coercedme into being a prophet,
and I allowed you to do it.
You overcamemy resistance and prevailed over me.
Now I have become a constant laughingstock.
Everyone ridicules me.
8For whenever I prophesy, I must cry out,
“Violence and destruction are coming!”
This message from the LORD has mademe
an object of continual insults and derision.
9 Sometimes I think, “I will make nomention of his message.
I will not speak as his messenger anymore.”
But then his message becomes like a fire
locked up inside of me, burning inmy heart and soul.
I growweary of trying to hold it in;
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I cannot contain it.
10 I hear manywhispering words of intrigue against me.
Those whowould causeme terror are everywhere!
They are saying, “Come on, let’s publicly denounce him!”
All my so-called friends are just watching for
something that would lead to my downfall.
They say, “Perhaps he can be enticed into slipping up,
so we can prevail over him and get our revenge on him.
11But the LORD is withme to helpme like an awe-inspiring warrior.
Therefore those who persecute mewill fail and will not prevail over me.
They will be thoroughly disgraced because they did not succeed.
Their disgrace will never be forgotten.
12O LORDwho rules over all, you test and prove the righteous.
You see into people’s hearts andminds.
Pay them back for what they have done
because I trust you to vindicate my cause.
13 Sing to the LORD! Praise the LORD!
For he rescues the oppressed from the clutches of evildoers.
14Cursed be the day I was born!
May that day not be blessed whenmymother gave birth to me.
15Cursed be theman
whomademy father very glad
when he brought him the news
that a baby boy had been born to him!
16May that man be like the cities
that the LORD|strong="H3069" destroyed without showing anymercy.
May he hear a cry of distress in themorning
and a battle cry at noon.
17For he did not kill me before I came from the womb,
makingmy pregnant mother’s wombmy grave forever.
18Why did I ever come forth frommymother’s womb?
All I experience is trouble and grief,
and I spendmy days in shame.

21
1 The LORD spoke to Jeremiah when King Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur son of

Malkijah and the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah. Zedekiah sent them to Jeremiah
to ask,

2 “Please ask the LORD to come andhelp us, because KingNebuchadnezzar of Babylon
is attacking us. Maybe the LORD will perform one of his miracles as in times past and
make him stop attacking us and leave.”

3 Jeremiah answered them, “Tell Zedekiah
4 that the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘The forces at your disposal are now outside

the walls fighting against King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and the Babylonians who
have you under siege. I will gather those forces back inside the city.

5 In anger, in fury, and in wrath I myself will fight against you with mymighty power
and great strength!

6 I will kill everything living in Jerusalem, people and animals alike! They will die
from terrible diseases.

7Then I, the LORD, promise that I will hand over King Zedekiah of Judah, his officials,
and any of the people who survive the war, starvation, and disease. I will hand them
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over to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and to their enemies who want to kill them.
He will slaughter themwith the sword. He will not show them anymercy, compassion,
or pity.’

8 “But tell the people of Jerusalem that the LORD says, ‘I will give you a choice between
two courses of action. One will result in life; the other will result in death.

9 Those who stay in this city will die in battle or of starvation or disease. Those who
leave the city and surrender to the Babylonianswho are besieging it will live. Theywill
escape with their lives.

10For I, the LORD, say that I amdeterminednot to deliver this city but to bring disaster
on it. It will be handed over to the king of Babylon and he will destroy it with fire.’ ”

Warnings to the Royal Court
11The LORD told|strong="H1004" me to say to the royal court of Judah,

“Listen to what the LORD says,
12O royal family descended from David.
The LORD says:
‘See to it that people each day are judged fairly.
Deliver those who have been robbed from those who oppress them.
Otherwise, mywrath will blaze out against you.
It will burn like a fire that cannot be put out
because of the evil that you have done.
13Listen, you who sit enthroned above the valley on a rocky plateau.
I am opposed to you,’ says the LORD.
‘You boast, “No one can swoop down on us.
No one can penetrate into our places of refuge.”
14But I will punish you as your deeds deserve,’
says the LORD.
‘I will set fire to your palace;
it will burn up everything around it.’ ”

22
1The LORD told me, “Go down to the palace of the king of Judah. Give him amessage

fromme there.
2 Say: ‘Listen, O king of Judah who follows in David’s succession. You, your officials,

andyour subjectswhopass through the gates of this palacemust listen towhat theLORD
says.

3The LORD says, “Dowhat is just and right. Deliver thosewho have been robbed from
those who oppress them. Do not exploit or mistreat foreigners who live in your land,
children who have no fathers, or widows. Do not kill innocent people in this land.

4 If you are careful to obey these commands, then the kings who follow in David’s
succession and ride in chariots or on horses will continue to come through the gates of
this palace, as will their officials and their subjects.

5 But, if you do not obey these commands, I solemnly swear that this palace will
become a pile of rubble. I, the LORD, affirm it!”
6 “‘For the LORD says concerning the palace of the king of Judah,
“This place looks like a veritable forest of Gilead to me.
It is like the wooded heights of Lebanon inmy eyes.
But I swear that I will make it like a wilderness
whose towns have all been deserted.
7 I will sendmen against it to destroy it
with their axes and hatchets.
They will hack up its fine cedar panels and columns
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and throw them into the fire.
8 “‘People from other nations will pass by this city. They will ask one another, “Why

has the LORD done such a thing to this great city?”
9 The answer will come back, “It is because they broke their covenant with the LORD

their God andworshiped and served other gods.”
Judgment on Jehoahaz

10 “‘Do not weep for the king whowas killed.
Do not grieve for him.
But weepmournfully for the king who has gone into exile.
For he will never return to see his native land again.

11 “‘For the LORD has spoken about Shallum son of Josiah, who succeeded his father
as king of Judah but was carried off into exile. He has said, “Hewill never return to this
land.

12 For he will die in the country where they took him as a captive. He will never see
this land again.”

Judgment on Jehoiakim
13 “‘Sure to be judged is the king who builds his palace using injustice
and treats people unfairly while adding its upper rooms.
Hemakes his countrymenwork for him for nothing.
He does not pay them for their labor.
14He says, “I will build myself a large palace
with spacious upper rooms.”
He cuts windows in its walls,
panels it with cedar, and paints its rooms red.
15Does it make you anymore of a king
that you outstrip everyone else in building with cedar?
Just think about your father.
He was content that he had food and drink.
He did what was just and right.
So things went well with him.
16He upheld the cause of the poor and needy.
So things went well for Judah.’
The LORD says,
‘That is a good example of what it means to knowme.’
17But you are always thinking and looking
for ways to increase your wealth by dishonest means.
Your eyes and your heart are set
on killing some innocent person
and committing fraud and oppression.
18 So the LORD has this to say about Josiah’s son, King Jehoiakim of Judah:
People will not mourn for him, saying,
“This makes me sad, my brother!
This makes me sad, my sister!”
They will not mourn for him, saying,
“Poor, poor lord! Poor, poor majesty!”
19Hewill be left unburied just like a dead donkey.
His body will be dragged off and thrown outside the gates of Jerusalem.’ ”

Warning to Jerusalem
20People of Jerusalem, go up to Lebanon and cry out in mourning.
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Go to the land of Bashan and cry out loudly.
Cry out in mourning from themountains of Moab.
For your allies have all been defeated.
21While you were feeling secure I gave you warning.
But you said, “I refuse to listen to you.”
That is the way you have acted from your earliest history onward.
Indeed, you have never paid attention to me.
22My judgment will carry off all your leaders like a stormwind!
Your allies will go into captivity.
Then youwill certainly be disgraced and put to shame
because of all the wickedness you have done.
23Youmay feel as secure as a bird
nesting in the cedars of Lebanon.
But oh how youwill groan when the pains of judgment come on you.
They will be like those of a woman giving birth to a baby.

JeconiahWill Be Permanently Exiled
24The LORD says,
“As surely as I am the living God, you, Jeconiah, king of Judah, son of Jehoiakim, will

not be the earthly representative of my authority. Indeed, I will take that right away
from you.

25 Iwill hand youover to thosewhowant to take your life andofwhomyouare afraid.
I will hand you over to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and his Babylonian soldiers.

26 I will force you and your mother who gave you birth into exile. You will be exiled
to a country where neither of you were born, and youwill both die there.

27Youwill never come back to this land to which you will long to return!”
28This man, Jeconiah, will be like a broken pot someone threw away.
He will be like a clay vessel that no one wants.
Whywill he and his children be forced into exile?
Whywill they be thrown out into a country they know nothing about?
29O land of Judah, land of Judah, land of Judah!
Listen to what the LORD|strong="H3069" has to say!

30The LORD says,
“Enroll this man in the register as though he were childless.
Enroll him as amanwhowill not enjoy success during his lifetime.
For none of his sons will succeed in occupying the throne of David
or ever succeed in ruling over Judah.”

23
1The LORD says, “The leaders ofmypeople are sure to be judged. Theywere supposed

to watch over my people like shepherds watch over their sheep. But they are causing
my people to be destroyed and scattered.

2 So the LORD God of Israel has this to say about the leaders who are ruling over his
people: “You have caused my people to be dispersed and driven into exile. You have
not taken care of them. So I will punish you for the evil that you have done. I, the LORD,
affirm it!

3 Then I myself will regather those of my people who are still alive from all the
countries where I have driven them. I will bring them back to their homeland. They
will greatly increase in number.

4 I will install rulers over themwhowill care for them. Then theywill no longer need
to fear or be terrified. None of themwill turn upmissing. I, the LORD, promise it!
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5 “I, the LORD, promise that a new timewill certainly come
when I will raise up for them a righteous branch, a descendant of David.
He will rule over themwith wisdom and understanding
andwill do what is just and right in the land.
6Under his rule Judah will enjoy safety
and Israel will live in security.
This is the name he will go by:
‘The LORD has provided us with justice.’

7 “So I, the LORD, say: ‘A new time will certainly come. People now affirm their oaths
with “I swear as surely as theLORD liveswhodelivered thepeople of Israel out of Egypt.”

8But at that time they will affirm themwith “I swear as surely as the LORD lives who
delivered the descendants of the former nation of Israel from the land of the north and
from all the other lands where he had banished them.” At that time they will live in
their own land.’ ”

Oracles Against the False Prophets
9Here is what the LORD says concerning the false prophets|strong="H5030":
My heart andmymind are deeply disturbed.
I tremble all over.
I am like a drunk person,
like a person who has had toomuchwine,
because of the way the LORD
and his holy word are beingmistreated.
10For the land is full of people unfaithful to him.
They live wicked lives and theymisuse their power.
So the land is dried up because it is under his curse.
The pastures in the wilderness are withered.
11Moreover, the LORD says,
“Both the prophets and priests are godless.
I have even found them doing evil in my temple!
12 So the paths they followwill be dark and slippery.
They will stumble and fall headlong.
For I will bring disaster on them.
A day of reckoning is coming for them.”
The LORD|strong="H3069" affirms it!
13The LORD says, “I saw|strong="H7200" the prophets of Samaria
doing something that was disgusting.
They prophesied in the name of the god Baal
and ledmy people Israel astray.
14But I see the prophets of Jerusalem
doing something just as shocking.
They are unfaithful to me
and continually prophesy lies.
So they give encouragement to people who are doing evil,
with the result that they do not stop their evildoing.
I consider all of them as bad as the people of Sodom,
and the citizens of Jerusalem as bad as the people of Gomorrah.
15 So then I, the LORD who rules over all,
have something to say concerning the prophets of Jerusalem:
‘I will make these prophets eat the bitter food of suffering
and drink the poison water of judgment.
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For the prophets of Jerusalem are the reason
that ungodliness has spread throughout the land.’ ”
16The LORD who rules over all says to the people of Jerusalem:
“Do not listen to what
those prophets are saying to you.
They are filling you with false hopes.
They are reporting visions of their own imaginations,
not something the LORD has given them to say.
17They continually say to those who reject what the LORD has said,
‘Things will go well for you!’
They say to all those who follow the stubborn inclinations of their own hearts,
‘Nothing bad will happen to you!’
18Yet which of them has ever stood in the LORD’s inner circle
so they could see and hear what he has to say?
Which of them have ever paid attention or listened to what he has said?
19But just watch! The wrath of the LORD
will come like a storm!
Like a raging storm it will rage down
on the heads of those who are wicked.
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he has fully carried out his intended purposes.
In days to come
you people will come to understand this clearly.
21 I did not send those prophets.
Yet they were in a hurry to give their message.
I did not tell them anything.
Yet they prophesied anyway.
22But if they had stood inmy inner circle,
they would have proclaimedmymessage to my people.
They would have causedmy people to turn from their wicked ways
and stop doing the evil things they are doing.
23Do you people think that I am some local deity
and not the transcendent God?”
the LORD asks.
24 “Do you really think anyone can hide himself
where I cannot see him?” the LORD asks.
“Do you not know that I am everywhere?”
the LORD asks.

25 The LORD says, “I have heard| strong="H8085" what those prophets who are
prophesying lies in my name are saying. They are saying, ‘I have had a dream! I have
had a dream!’

26 Those prophets are just prophesying lies. They are prophesying the delusions of
their ownminds.

27How long will they go on plotting to make my people forget who I am through the
dreams they tell one another? That is just as bad as what their ancestors did when they
forgot who I am byworshiping the god Baal.

28Let the prophet who has had a dream go ahead and tell his dream. Let the person
who has receivedmymessage report thatmessage faithfully. What is like straw cannot
compare to what is like grain! I, the LORD, affirm it!

29Mymessage is like a fire that purges dross! It is like a hammer that breaks a rock in
pieces! I, the LORD, so affirm it!
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30So I, the LORD, affirm that I am opposed to those prophets who steal messages from
one another that they claim are fromme.

31 I, the LORD, affirm that I am opposed to those prophets who are using their own
tongues to declare, ‘The LORD declares|strong="H5002"….’

32 I, theLORD, affirmthat I amopposed to thoseprophetswhodreamup lies andreport
them. They aremisleadingmy people with their reckless lies. I did not send them. I did
not commission them. They are not helping these people at all. I, the LORD, affirm it!”

33The LORD said tome, “Jeremiah, when one of these people, or a prophet, or a priest
asks you, ‘What burdensomemessage do you have from the LORD?’ Tell them, ‘You are
the burden, and I will cast you away. I, the LORD, affirm it!

34 I will punish any prophet, priest, or other person who says “The LORD’s message is
burdensome.” I will punish both that person and his whole family.’ ”

35 So I, Jeremiah, tell you, “Each of you people should say to his friend or his relative,
‘How did the LORD answer? Or what did the LORD say?’

36 You must no longer say that the LORD’s message is burdensome. For what is
‘burdensome’ really pertains to what a person himself says. You are misrepresenting
the words of our God, the living God, the LORD who rules over all.

37 Each of you should merely ask the prophet, ‘What answer did the LORD give you?
Or what did the LORD say?’

38But just supposeyoucontinue to say, ‘Themessageof theLORD isburdensome.’ Here
iswhat the LORD sayswill happen: ‘I sentword to you that youmust not say, “TheLORD’s
message is burdensome.” But you used thewords “The LORD’smessage is burdensome”
anyway.

39 So I will carry you far off and throw you away. I will send both you and the city I
gave to you and to your ancestors out of my sight.

40 I will bring on you lasting shame and lasting disgrace which will never be
forgotten!’ ”

24
1 The LORD showed me two baskets of figs sitting before his temple. This happened

after King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon deported Jehoiakim’s son, King Jeconiah of
Judah. He deported him and the leaders of Judah, along with the craftsmen and metal
workers, and took them to Babylon.

2One basket had very good-looking figs in it. They looked like those that had ripened
early. The other basket had very bad-looking figs in it, so bad they could not be eaten.

3The LORD said tome, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” I answered, “I see figs. The good
ones look very good. But the bad ones look very bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten.”

4The LORD said to me,
5 “I, the LORD, the God of Israel, say: ‘The exiles whom I sent away from here to the

land of Babylon are like those good figs. I consider them to be good.
6 I will look after their welfare and will restore them to this land. There I will build

them up and will not tear them down. I will plant them firmly in the land and will not
uproot them.

7 I will give them the desire to acknowledge that I am the LORD. I will be their God and
they will be my people. For they will wholeheartedly return to me.’

8 “I, the LORD, also solemnly assert: ‘King Zedekiah of Judah, his officials, and the
people who remain in Jerusalem or who have gone to live in Egypt are like those bad
figs. I consider them to be just like those bad figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten.

9 Iwill bring such disaster on them that all the kingdoms of the earthwill be horrified.
I will make them an object of reproach, a proverbial example of disaster. I will make
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them an object of ridicule, an example to be used in curses. That is how they will be
remembered wherever I banish them.

10 Iwill bringwar, starvation, anddiseaseon themuntil theyarecompletelydestroyed
from the land I gave them and their ancestors.’ ”

25
1 In the fourth year that Jehoiakim son of Josiah was king of Judah, the LORD spoke

to Jeremiah|strong="H3414" concerning all the people of Judah. (That was the same as
the first year that Nebuchadnezzar was king of Babylon.)

2 So the prophet Jeremiah spoke to all the people of Judah and to all the people who
were living in Jerusalem.

3 “For the last twenty-three years, from the thirteenth year that Josiah son of Amon
was ruling in Judah until now, the LORD has been speaking to me. I told you over and
over again what he said. But you would not listen.

4 Over and over again the LORD has sent his servants the prophets to you. But you
have not listened or paid attention.

5He said through them, ‘Eachof youmust turn fromyourwickedways and stopdoing
the evil things you are doing. If you do, I will allow you to continue to live here in the
land that I gave to you and your ancestors as a lasting possession.

6Do not pay allegiance to other gods and worship and serve them. Do not make me
angry by the things that you do. Then I will not cause you any harm.’

7 So, now the LORD says, ‘You have not listened to me. But you have made me angry
by the things that you have done. Thus you have brought harm on yourselves.’

8 “Therefore, the LORD who rules over all says, ‘You have not listened to what I said.
9So I, the LORD, affirm that I will send for all the peoples of the north andmy servant,

KingNebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Iwill bring themagainst this landand its inhabitants
and all the nations that surround it. I will utterly destroy this land, its inhabitants, and
all the nations that surround it and make them everlasting ruins. I will make them
objects of horror and hissing scorn.

10 I will put an end to the sounds of joy and gladness, to the glad celebration of brides
and grooms in these lands. I will put an end to the sound of people grindingmeal. I will
put an end to lamps shining in their houses.

11This whole area will become a desolate wasteland. These nations will be subject to
the king of Babylon for seventy years.’

12 “‘But when the seventy years are over, I will punish the king of Babylon and his
nation for their sins. I will make the land of Babylon an everlasting ruin. I, the LORD,
affirm it!

13 I will bring on that land everything that I said I would. I will bring on it everything
that is written in this book. I will bring on it everything that Jeremiah has prophesied
against all the nations.

14 For many nations and great kings will make slaves of the king of Babylon and his
nation too. I will repay them for all they have done!’ ”

Judah and the NationsWill Experience God’sWrath
15So the LORD, the God of Israel, spoke tome in a vision. “Take this cup frommyhand.

It is filled with the wine of mywrath. Take it andmake the nations to whom I send you
drink it.

16When they have drunk it, theywill stagger to and fro and act insane. For Iwill send
wars sweeping through them.”

17 So I took the cup from the LORD’s hand. I made all the nations to whom he sent me
drink the wine of his wrath.
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18 Imade Jerusalemand the cities of Judah, its kings and its officials drink it. I did it so
Judah would become a ruin. I did it so Judah, its kings, and its officials would become
an object of horror and of hissing scorn, an example used in curses. Such is already
becoming the case!

19 I made all of these other people drink it: Pharaoh, king of Egypt; his attendants, his
officials, his people,

20 the foreigners living in Egypt; all the kings of the land of Uz; all the kings of the land
of the Philistines, the people of Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, the people who had been left
alive from Ashdod;

21all the people of Edom, Moab, Ammon;
22all the kings of Tyre, all the kings of the coastlands along the sea;
23 the people of Dedan, Tema, Buz, all the desert peoplewho cut their hair short at the

temples;
24all the kings of Arabia who live in the desert;
25all the kings of Zimri; all the kings of Elam; all the kings of Media;
26 all the kings of the north, whether near or far from one another; and all the other

kingdoms which are on the face of the earth. After all of them have drunk the wine of
the LORD’s wrath|strong="H0127", the king of Babylonmust drink it.

27 Then the LORD said|strong="H0559" to me, “Tell them that the LORD God of Israel
who rules over all says, ‘Drink this cup until you get drunk and vomit. Drink until you
fall down and can’t get up. For I will send wars sweeping through you.’

28 If they refuse to take the cup from your hand and drink it, tell them that the LORD
who rules over all says ‘Youmost certainly must drink it!

29For takenote, I amalreadybeginning to bringdisaster on the city that I callmyown.
So how can you possibly avoid being punished? You will not go unpunished! For I am
proclaimingwar against all who live on the earth. I, the LORDwho rules over all, affirm
it!’

30 “Then, Jeremiah, make the following prophecy against them:
‘Like a lion about to attack, the LORD will roar from the heights of heaven;
from his holy dwelling on high he will roar loudly.
He will roar mightily against his land.
He will shout in triumph like those stomping juice from the grapes
against all those who live on the earth.
31The sounds of battle will resound to the ends of the earth.
For the LORD will bring charges against the nations.
He will pass judgment on all humankind
andwill hand the wicked over to be killed in war.’
The LORD so affirms it!
32The LORD who rules over all says,
‘Disaster will soon come on one nation after another.
Amighty storm of military destruction is rising up
from the distant parts of the earth.’
33Those who have been killed by the LORD at that time
will be scattered from one end of the earth to the other.
They will not bemourned over, gathered up, or buried.
Their dead bodies will lie scattered over the ground like manure.
34Wail and cry out in anguish, you rulers!
Roll in the dust, you who shepherd flocks of people!
The time for you to be slaughtered has come.
You will lie scattered and fallen like broken pieces of fine pottery.
35The leaders will not be able to run away and hide.
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The shepherds of the flocks will not be able to escape.
36Listen to the cries of anguish of the leaders.
Listen to the wails of the shepherds of the flocks.
They are wailing because the LORD
is about to destroy their lands.
37Their peaceful dwelling places will be laid waste
by the fierce anger of the LORD.
38The LORD is like a lion|strong="H3715" who has left his lair.
So their lands will certainly be laid waste
by the warfare of the oppressive nation
and by the fierce anger of the LORD.”

26
1 The LORD spoke to Jeremiah at the beginning of the reign of Josiah’s son, King

Jehoiakim of Judah.
2The LORD said, “Go stand in the courtyard of the LORD’s temple. Speak out to all the

people who are coming from the towns of Judah to worship in the LORD’s temple. Tell
them everything I command you to tell them. Do not leave out a single word!

3Maybe theywill pay attention and each of themwill stop living the evil way they do.
If they do that, then I will forgo destroying them as I had intended to do because of the
wicked things they have been doing.

4Tell them that the LORD says, ‘Youmust obeyme! Youmust live according to theway
I have instructed you inmy laws.

5Youmust pay attention to the exhortations of my servants the prophets. I have sent
them to you over and over again. But you have not paid any attention to them.

6 If you do not obey me, then I will do to this temple what I did to Shiloh. And I will
make this city an example to be used in curses by people from all the nations on the
earth.’ ”

7The priests, the prophets, and all the people heard Jeremiah say these things in the
LORD’s temple.

8 Jeremiah had just barely finished saying all the LORD had commanded him to say to
all the people. All at once some of the priests, the prophets, and the people grabbed him
and shouted, “You deserve to die!

9How dare you claim the LORD’s authority to prophesy such things! How dare you
claim his authority to prophesy that this temple will become like Shiloh and that this
city will become an uninhabited ruin!” Then all the people crowded around Jeremiah.

10However, some of the officials of Judah heard about what was happening and they
rushed up to the LORD’s temple from the royal palace. They set up court at the entrance
of the New Gate of the LORD’s temple.

11 Then the priests and the prophets made their charges before the officials and all
the people. They said, “This man should be condemned to die because he prophesied
against this city. You have heard him do so with your own ears.”

12 Then Jeremiah made his defense before all the officials and all the people. “The
LORD sent me to prophesy everything you have heard me say against this temple and
against this city.

13But correct the way you have been living and do what is right. Obey the LORD your
God. If you do, the LORD will forgo destroying you as he threatened he would.

14As to my case, I am in your power. Do to mewhat you deem fair and proper.
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15 But you should take careful note of this: If you put me to death, you will bring on
yourselves and this city and thosewho live in it the guilt ofmurdering an innocentman.
For the LORD has sent me to speak all this where you can hear it. That is the truth!”

16 Then the officials and all the people rendered their verdict to the priests and the
prophets. They said, “This man should not be condemned to die. For he has spoken to
us under the authority of the LORD|strong="H3069" our God.”

17 Then some of the elders of Judah stepped forward and spoke to all the people
gathered there. They said,

18 “Micah from Moresheth prophesied during the time Hezekiah was king of Judah.
He told all the people of Judah,
‘The LORD who rules over all says,
“Zion will become a plowed field.
Jerusalemwill become a pile of rubble.
The temple mount will become amere wooded ridge.” ’

19King Hezekiah and all the people of Judah did not put him to death, did they? Did
not Hezekiah show reverence for the LORD and seek the LORD’s favor? Did not the LORD
forgo destroying them as he threatened he would? But we are on the verge of bringing
great disaster on ourselves.”

20Now there was another man who prophesied as the LORD’s representative against
this city and this land just as Jeremiah did. His name was Uriah son of Shemaiah from
Kiriath Jearim.

21When thekingandall his bodyguards andofficials heardwhathewasprophesying,
the king sought to have himexecuted. But Uriah found out about it andfled to Egypt out
of fear.

22 However, King Jehoiakim sent some men to Egypt, including Elnathan son of
Achbor,

23 and they brought Uriah back from there. They took him to King Jehoiakim, who
hadhimexecuted andhadhis body thrown into the burial place of the commonpeople.

24However, Ahikam son of Shaphan used his influence to keep Jeremiah from being
handed over and executed by the people.

27
1The LORD|strong="H3069" spoke to Jeremiah early in the reign of Josiah’s son, King

Zedekiah of Judah.
2The LORD toldme, “Make a yoke out of leather straps andwooden crossbars and put

it on your neck.
3Use it to sendmessages to the kings of Edom,Moab, Ammon, Tyre, to King Zedekiah

of Judah.
4 Charge them to give their masters a message fromme. Tell them, ‘The LORD God of

Israel who rules over all says to give yourmasters this message.
5 “I made the earth and the people and animals on it by my mighty power and great

strength, and I give it to whomever I see fit.
6 I have at this time placed all these nations of yours under the power of my servant,

KingNebuchadnezzar of Babylon. I have evenmade all thewild animals subject to him.
7 All nations must serve him and his son and grandson until the time comes for his

own nation to fall. Thenmany nations and great kings will in turn subjugate Babylon.
8 But suppose a nation or a kingdom will not be subject to King Nebuchadnezzar of

Babylon. Suppose it will not submit to the yoke of servitude to him. I, the LORD, affirm
that I will punish that nation. I will use the king of Babylon to punish it with war,
starvation, and disease until I have destroyed it.
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9 So do not listen to your prophets or to those who claim to predict the future by
divination, by dreams, by consulting the dead, or by practicingmagic. They keep telling
you, ‘You do not need to be subject to the king of Babylon.’

10Do not listen to them, because their prophecies are lies. Listening to themwill only
cause you to be taken far away from your native land. I will drive you out of your
country and youwill die in exile.

11Things will go better for the nation that submits to the yoke of servitude to the king
of Babylon and is subject to him. Iwill leave that nation in its native land. Its people can
continue to farm it and live in it. I, the LORD, affirm it!” ’ ”

12 I toldKingZedekiahof Judah the same thing. I said, “Submit to the yokeof servitude
to the king of Babylon. Be subject to him and his people. Then youwill continue to live.

13 There is no reason why you and your people should die in war or from starvation
or disease! That’s what the LORD says will happen to any nation that will not be subject
to the king of Babylon.

14Do not listen to the prophets who are telling you that you do not need to serve the
king of Babylon. For they are prophesying lies to you.

15For I, the LORD, affirm that I did not send them. They are prophesying lies to you. If
you listen to them, Iwill drive you and the prophetswho are prophesying lies out of the
land and youwill all die in exile.”

16 I also told the priests and all the people, “The LORD says, ‘Do not listen to what
your prophets are saying. They are prophesying to you that the valuable articles taken
from the LORD’s temple will be brought back from Babylon very soon. But they are
prophesying a lie to you.

17Do not listen to them. Be subject to the king of Babylon. Then you will continue to
live. Why should this city bemade a pile of rubble?’ ”

18 I also told them, “If they are really prophets and the LORD is speaking to them, let
them pray earnestly to the LORD who rules over all. Let them plead with him not to let
the valuable articles that are still left in the LORD’s temple, in the royal palace, and in
Jerusalem be taken away to Babylon.

19 For the LORD who rules over all has already spoken about the two bronze pillars,
the large bronze basin called ‘The Sea,’ and themovable bronze stands. He has already
spoken about the rest of the valuable articles that are left in this city.

20Hehasalready spokenabout these things thatKingNebuchadnezzarofBabylondid
not take away when he carried Jehoiakim’s son King Jeconiah of Judah and the nobles
of Judah and Jerusalem away as captives.

21 Indeed, the LORD God of Israel who rules over all has already spoken about the
valuable articles that are left in the LORD’s temple, in the royal palace of Judah, and in
Jerusalem.

22He has said, ‘They will be carried off to Babylon. They will remain there until it
is time for me to show consideration for them again. Then I will bring them back and
restore them to this place.’ I, the LORD, affirm this!”

28
1The following events occurred in that same year, early in the reign of King Zedekiah

of Judah. To be more precise, it was the fifth month of the fourth year of his reign. The
prophet Hananiah son of Azzur, whowas fromGibeon, spoke to Jeremiah in the LORD’s
temple in the presence of the priests and all the people.

2 “The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘I will break the yoke of servitude to
the king of Babylon.
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3 Before two years are over, I will bring back to this place everything that King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took from it and carried away to Babylon.

4 I will also bring back to this place Jehoiakim’s son King Jeconiah of Judah and all the
exiles who were taken to Babylon.’ Indeed, the LORD affirms, ‘I will break the yoke of
servitude to the king of Babylon.’ ”

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah responded to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of
the priests and all the people whowere standing in the LORD’s temple.

6The prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD|strong="H3069" do all this! May
the LORD|strong="H3069" make your prophecy come true! May he bring back to this
place from Babylon all the valuable articles taken from the LORD’s|strong="H3069"
temple and the people whowere carried into exile.

7But listen to what I say to you and to all these people.
8From earliest times, the prophets who preceded you andme invariably prophesied

war, disaster, and plagues against many countries and great kingdoms.
9 So if a prophet prophesied peace and prosperity, it was only known that the LORD

truly sent himwhenwhat he prophesied came true.”
10 The prophet Hananiah then took the yoke off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck and

broke it.
11Thenhe spokeup in the presence of all the people. “TheLORD says, ‘In the sameway

I will break the yoke of servitude of all the nations to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
before two years are over.’ ” After he heard this, the prophet Jeremiah departed and
went on his way.

12 But shortly after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke off the prophet
Jeremiah’s neck, the LORD spoke to Jeremiah.

13 “Go and tell Hananiah that the LORD says, ‘You have indeed broken the wooden
yoke. But you have only succeeded in replacing it with an iron one!

14For the LORDGod of Israelwho rules over all says, “I have put an irresistible yoke of
servitude on all these nations so they will serve King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. And
they will indeed serve him. I have even given him control over the wild animals.” ’ ”

15 Then the prophet Jeremiah told the prophet Hananiah, “Listen, Hananiah! The
LORD did not send you! You aremaking these people trust in a lie!

16 So the LORD says, ‘I will most assuredly remove you from the face of the earth. You
will die this very year because you have counseled rebellion against the LORD.’ ”

17 In the seventhmonth of that very same year the prophet Hananiah died.

29
1 The prophet Jeremiah sent a letter to the exiles Nebuchadnezzar had carried off

from Jerusalem to Babylon. It was addressed to the elders who were left among the
exiles, to the priests, to the prophets, and to all the other people who were exiled in
Babylon.

2 He sent it after King Jeconiah, the queen mother, the palace officials, the leaders
of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had been exiled from
Jerusalem.

3He sent it with Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah. King Zedekiah
of Judah had sent thesemen to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. The letter
said:

4 “The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says to all those he sent into exile to
Babylon from Jerusalem,

5 ‘Build houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eat what they produce.
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6 Marry and have sons and daughters. Find wives for your sons and allow your
daughters get married so that they too can have sons and daughters. Grow in number;
do not dwindle away.

7Work to see that the citywhere I sent you as exiles enjoys peace and prosperity. Pray
to the LORD for it. For as it prospers you will prosper.’

8 “For the LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘Do not let the prophets or those
among youwho claim to be able to predict the future by divination deceive you. And do
not pay any attention to the dreams that you are encouraging them to dream.

9 They are prophesying lies to you and claiming my authority to do so. But I did not
send them. I, the LORD, affirm it!’

10 “For the LORD says, ‘Only when the seventy years of Babylonian rule are over will I
again take up consideration for you. Then I will fulfill my gracious promise to you and
restore you to your homeland.

11 For I know what I have planned for you,’ says the LORD. ‘I have plans to prosper
you, not to harm you. I have plans to give you a future filled with hope.

12When you call out to me and come tome in prayer, I will hear your prayers.
13When you seekme in prayer andworship, youwill findme available to you. If you

seekmewith all your heart and soul,
14 I will make myself available to you,’ says the LORD. ‘Then I will reverse your plight

and will regather you from all the nations and all the places where I have exiled you,’
says the LORD. ‘I will bring you back to the place fromwhich I exiled you.’

15 “You say, ‘The LORD has raised up prophets of good news for us here in Babylon.’
16 But just listen to what the LORD has to say about the king who occupies David’s

throne and all your fellow countrymenwho are still living in this city of Jerusalem and
were not carried off into exile with you.

17The LORDwho rules over all says, ‘I will bringwar, starvation, and disease on them.
I will treat them like figs that are so rotten they cannot be eaten.

18 I will chase after them with war, starvation, and disease. I will make all the
kingdoms of the earth horrified at what happens to them. I will make them examples
of those who are cursed, objects of horror, hissing scorn, and ridicule among all the
nations where I exile them.

19 For they have not paid attention to what I said to them through my servants the
prophetswhom I sent to themover and over again,’ says the LORD. ‘And you exiles have
not paid any attention to them either,’ says the LORD.

20 ‘So pay attention to what I, the LORD, have said, all you exiles whom I have sent to
Babylon from Jerusalem.’

21“TheLORDGodof Israelwho rules over all also has something to say aboutAhab son
of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son ofMaaseiah,who are prophesying lies to you and claiming
my authority to do so. ‘I will hand them over to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and
he will execute them before your very eyes.

22Andall the exiles of Judahwhoare inBabylonwill use themas exampleswhen they
put a curse on anyone. They will say, “May the LORD treat you like Zedekiah and Ahab
whom the king of Babylon roasted to death in the fire!”

23 This will happen to them because they have done what is shameful in Israel.
They have committed adultery with their neighbors’wives and have spoken lies while
claimingmy authority. They have spokenwords that I did not command them to speak.
I knowwhat they have done. I have been a witness to it,’ says the LORD.”

AResponse to the Letter and a Subsequent Letter
24The LORD told Jeremiah, “Tell Shemaiah|strong="H8098" the Nehelamite
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25 that the LORD God of Israel who rules over all has a message for him. Tell him, ‘On
your own initiative you sent a letter to the priest Zephaniah son of Maaseiah and to all
the other priests and to all the people in Jerusalem. In your letter you said to Zephaniah,

26 “The LORD hasmade you priest in place of Jehoiada. He has put you in charge in the
LORD’s temple of controlling any lunatic who pretends to be a prophet. And it is your
duty to put any such person in the stocks with an iron collar around his neck.

27 You should have reprimanded Jeremiah from Anathoth who is pretending to be a
prophet among you!

28 For he has even sent a message to us here in Babylon. He wrote and told us, “You
will be there a long time. Build houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eatwhat they
produce.” ’ ”

29Zephaniah the priest read that letter to the prophet Jeremiah.
30Then the LORD spoke to Jeremiah.
31 “Send amessage to all the exiles in Babylon. Tell them, ‘The LORD has spoken about

Shemaiah theNehelamite. “Shemaiah has spoken to you as a prophet even though I did
not send him. He is making you trust in a lie.

32Because he has done this,” the LORD|strong="H3069" says, “I will punish Shemaiah
the Nehelamite and his whole family. There will not be any of them left to experience
the good things that I will do for my people. I, the LORD|strong="H3069", affirm it! For
he counseled rebellion against the LORD|strong="H3069".” ’ ”

30
1The LORD spoke to Jeremiah.
2 “The LORD God of Israel says, ‘Write everything that I am about to tell you in a scroll.
3 For I, the LORD, affirm that the time will come when I will reverse the plight of my

people, Israel and Judah,’ says the LORD. ‘I will bring them back to the land I gave their
ancestors and they will take possession of it once again.’ ”

Israel and JudahWill Be Delivered after a Time of Deep Distress
4 So here is what the LORD has to say about Israel and Judah.
5Yes, here is what he says:

“You hear cries of panic and of terror;
there is no peace in sight.
6Ask yourselves this and consider it carefully:
Have you ever seen aman give birth to a baby?
Why then do I see all these strongmen
grabbing their stomachs in pain like a woman giving birth?
Andwhy do their faces
turn so deathly pale?
7Alas, what a terrible time of trouble it is!
There has never been any like it.
It is a time of trouble for the descendants of Jacob,
but some of themwill be rescued out of it.
8When the time for them to be rescued comes,”
says the LORD who rules over all,
“I will rescue you from foreign subjugation.
I will deliver you from captivity.
Foreigners will then no longer subjugate them.
9But they will be subject to the LORD their God
and to the Davidic ruler whom I will raise up as king over them.
10 So I, the LORD, tell you not to be afraid,
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you descendants of Jacob, my servants.
Do not be terrified, people of Israel.
For I will rescue you and your descendants
from a faraway land where you are captives.
The descendants of Jacob will return to their land and enjoy peace.
They will be secure and no one will terrify them.
11For I, the LORD, affirm that
I will be with you andwill rescue you.
I will completely destroy all the nations where I scattered you.
But I will not completely destroy you.
I will indeed discipline you, but only in duemeasure.
I will not allow you to go entirely unpunished.”

The LordWill Heal theWounds of Judah
12Moreover, the LORD says to the people of Zion,

“Your injuries are incurable;
your wounds are severe.
13There is no one to plead your cause.
There are no remedies for your wounds.
There is no healing for you.
14All your allies have abandoned you.
They no longer have any concern for you.
For I have attacked you like an enemywould.
I have chastened you cruelly.
For your wickedness is so great
and your sin is so much.
15Why do you complain about your injuries,
that your pain is incurable?
I have done all this to you
because your wickedness is so great
and your sin is so much.
16But all who destroyed you will be destroyed.
All your enemies will go into exile.
Those who plundered you will be plundered.
I will cause those who pillaged you to be pillaged.
17Yes, I will restore you to health.
I will heal your wounds.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
For you have been called an outcast,
Zion, whom no one cares for.”

The LordWill Restore Israel and Judah
18The LORD says,

“I will restore the ruined houses of the descendants of Jacob.
I will show compassion on their ruined homes.
Every city will be rebuilt on its former ruins.
Every fortified dwelling will occupy its traditional site.
19Out of those places you will hear songs of thanksgiving
and the sounds of laughter andmerriment.
I will increase their number and they will not dwindle away.
I will bring them honor and they will no longer be despised.
20The descendants of Jacob will enjoy their former privileges.
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Their community will be reestablished inmy favor
and I will punish all who try to oppress them.
21One of their own people will be their leader.
Their ruler will come from their own number.
I will invite him to approachme, and he will do so.
For no one would dare approachme on his own.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
22Then youwill again bemy people
and I will be your God.
23 Just watch! The wrath of the LORD
will come like a storm.
Like a raging storm it will rage down
on the heads of those who are wicked.
24The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he has fully carried out his intended purposes.
In days to come youwill come to understand this.

31
1At that time I will be the God of all the clans of Israel
and they will be my people.
I, the LORD, affirm it!”

IsraelWill Be Restored and Join Judah inWorship
2The LORD says,

“The people of Israel who survived
death at the hands of the enemy
will find favor in the wilderness
as they journey to find rest for themselves.
3 In a far-off land the LORD will manifest himself to them.
He will say to them, ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love.
That is why I have continued to be faithful to you.
4 I will rebuild you, my dear children Israel,
so that you will once again be built up.
Once again you will take up the tambourine
and join in the happy throng of dancers.
5Once again you will plant vineyards
on the hills of Samaria.
Those who plant them
will once again enjoy their fruit.
6Yes, a time is coming
whenwatchmenwill call out on themountains of Ephraim,
“Come! Let us go to Zion
to worship the LORD our God!” ’ ”

7Moreover, the LORD says,
“Sing for joy for the descendants of Jacob.
Utter glad shouts for that foremost of the nations.
Make your praises heard.
Then say, ‘LORD, rescue your people.
Deliver those of Israel who remain alive.’
8Then I will reply, ‘I will bring them back from the land of the north.
I will gather them in from the distant parts of the earth.
Blind and lame people will comewith them,
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so will pregnant women andwomen about to give birth.
A vast throng of people will come back here.
9They will come back shedding tears of contrition.
I will bring them back praying prayers of repentance.
I will lead them besides streams of water,
along smooth paths where they will never stumble.
I will do this because I am Israel’s father;
Ephraim is my firstborn son.’ ”
10Hear what the LORD has to say, O nations.
Proclaim it in the faraway lands along the sea.
Say, “The one who scattered Israel will regather them.
He will watch over his people like a shepherd watches over his flock.”
11For the LORD will rescue the descendants of Jacob.
He will secure their release from those who had overpowered them.
12They will come and shout for joy onMount Zion.
They will be radiant with joy over the good things the LORD provides,
the grain, the fresh wine, the olive oil,
the young sheep and calves he has given to them.
They will be like a well-watered garden
andwill not grow faint or weary anymore.
13The LORD says, “At that time|strong="H0227" young womenwill dance and be glad.
Youngmen and oldmenwill rejoice.
I will turn their grief into gladness.
I will give them comfort and joy in place of their sorrow.
14 I will provide the priests with abundant provisions.
My people will be filled to the full with the good things I provide.”

15The LORD says,
“A sound is heard in Ramah,
a sound of crying in bitter grief.
It is the sound of Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted, because her children are gone.”
16The LORD says to her,
“Stop crying! Do not shed anymore tears!
For your heartfelt repentance will be rewarded.
Your children will return from the land of the enemy.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
17 Indeed, there is hope for your posterity.
Your children will return to their own territory.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
18 I have indeed heard the people of Israel saymournfully,
‘Wewere like a calf untrained to the yoke.
You disciplined us and we learned from it.
Let us come back to you andwewill do so,
for you are the LORD our God.
19For after we turned away from youwe repented.
After we came to our senses we beat our breasts in sorrow.
We are ashamed and humiliated
because of the disgraceful things we did previously.’
20 Indeed, the people of Israel are my dear children.
They are the children I take delight in.
For even though I must often rebuke them,
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I still remember themwith fondness.
So I am deeply moved with pity for them
andwill surely have compassion on them.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
21 I will say, ‘My dear children of Israel, keep inmind
the road you took when youwere carried off.
Mark off in yourminds the landmarks.
Make amental note of telltale signs marking the way back.
Return, my dear children of Israel.
Return to these cities of yours.
22How long will you vacillate,
you whowere once like an unfaithful daughter?
For I, the LORD, promise to bring about something new on the earth,
something as unique as a woman protecting aman!’ ”

JudahWill Be Restored
23The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says,

“I will restore the people of Judah to their land and to their towns.
When I do, they will again say of Jerusalem,
‘May the LORD bless you, you holy mountain,
the place where righteousness dwells.’
24The land of Judah will be inhabited by people who live in its towns
as well as by farmers and shepherds with their flocks.
25 I will fully satisfy the needs of those who are weary
and fully refresh the souls of those who are faint.
26Then they will say, ‘Under these conditions I can enjoy sweet sleep
when I wake up and look around.’ ”

Israel and JudahWill Be Repopulated
27 “Indeed, a time is coming,” says the LORD, “when Iwill cause people and animals to

sprout up in the lands of Israel and Judah.
28 In the past I saw to it that they were uprooted and torn down, that they were

destroyed and demolished. But now I will see to it that they are built up and firmly
planted. I, the LORD, affirm it!”

The LordWill Make a New Covenant with Israel and Judah
29 “When that time comes, people will no longer say, ‘The parents have eaten sour

grapes, but the children’s teeth have grown numb.’
30Rather, each person will die for his own sins. The teeth of the person who eats the

sour grapes will themselves grow numb.
31 “Indeed, a time is coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with

the people of Israel and Judah.
32 Itwill not be like the old covenant that Imadewith their ancestorswhen I delivered

them from Egypt. For they violated that covenant, even though I was like a faithful
husband to them,” says the LORD.

33 “But I will make a new covenant with the whole nation of Israel after I plant them
back in the land,” says the LORD. “I will put my law within them and write it on their
hearts andminds. I will be their God and they will be my people.

34 “People will no longer need to teach their neighbors and relatives to knowme. For
all of them, from the least important to the most important, will know me,” says the
LORD. “For I will forgive their sin and will no longer call to mind the wrong they have
done.”
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The Lord Guarantees Israel’s Continuance
35The LORD has made a promise to Israel.
He promises it as the one who fixed the sun to give light by day
and themoon and stars to give light by night.
He promises it as the one who stirs up the sea so that its waves roll.
He promises it as the one who is known as the LORD who rules over all.
36The LORD affirms, “The descendants of Israel will not
cease forever to be a nation inmy sight.
That could only happen if the fixed ordering of the heavenly lights
were to cease to operate before me.”
37The LORD says, “I will not reject all the descendants of Israel
because of all that they have done.
That could only happen if the heavens above could bemeasured
or the foundations of the earth below could all be explored,”
says the LORD.

JerusalemWill Be Enlarged
38 “Indeed a time is coming,” says the LORD, “when the city of Jerusalemwill be rebuilt

as my special city. It will be built from the Tower of Hananel westward to the Corner
Gate.

39 The boundary line will extend beyond that, straight west from there to the Hill of
Gareb and then turn southward to Goah.

40 The whole valley where dead bodies and sacrificial ashes are thrown and all the
terraced fields out to the Kidron Valley on the east as far north as the Horse Gate will
be included within this city that is sacred to the LORD. The city will never again be torn
down or destroyed.”

32
1 In the tenth year that Zedekiah was ruling over Judah the LORD spoke to Jeremiah.

That was the same as the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.
2Now at that time, the armies of the king of Babylon were besieging Jerusalem. The

prophet Jeremiahwas confined in the courtyardof theguardhouseattached to the royal
palace of Judah.

3 For King Zedekiah had confined Jeremiah there after he had reproved him for
prophesying as he did. He had asked Jeremiah, “Why do you keep prophesying these
things? Why do you keep saying that the LORD says, ‘I will hand this city over to the king
of Babylon? I will let him capture it.

4King Zedekiah of Judah will not escape from the Babylonians. He will certainly be
handed over to the king of Babylon. He must answer personally to the king of Babylon
and confront him face to face.

5Zedekiahwill be carried off to Babylon andwill remain there until I have fully dealt
with him. I, the LORD, affirm it! Even if you continue to fight against the Babylonians,
you cannot win.’ ”

6 So now, Jeremiah said, “The LORD told me,
7 ‘Hanamel, the son of your uncle Shallum, will come to you soon. He will say to you,

“Buymy field at Anathoth because you are entitled as my closest relative to buy it.” ’
8Now it happened just as the LORD had said! My cousin Hanamel came to me in the

courtyard of the guardhouse. He said to me, ‘Buy my field which is at Anathoth in the
territory of the tribe of Benjamin. Buy it for yourself since you are entitled asmy closest
relative to take possession of it for yourself.’ When this happened, I recognized that the
LORD had indeed spoken tome.
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9 So I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel. I weighed out seven
ounces of silver and gave it to him to pay for it.

10 I signed the deed of purchase, sealed it, and had somemen serve aswitnesses to the
purchase. I weighed out the silver for him on a scale.

11There were two copies of the deed of purchase. One was sealed and contained the
order of transfer and the conditions of purchase. The other was left unsealed.

12 I took both copies of the deed of purchase and gave them to Baruch son of Neriah,
the son of Mahseiah. I gave them to him in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, the
witnesses who had signed the deed of purchase, and all the Judeans who were housed
in the courtyard of the guardhouse.

13 In the presence of all these people I instructed Baruch,
14 ‘The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, “Take these documents, both the

sealed copy of the deed of purchase and the unsealed copy. Put them in a clay jar so that
theymay be preserved for a long time to come.” ’

15 For the LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, “Houses, fields, and vineyards
will again be bought in this land.” ’

Jeremiah’s Prayer of Praise and Bewilderment
16 “After I had given the copies of the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah, I

prayed to the LORD,
17 ‘Oh, Lord GOD, you did indeed make heaven and earth by your mighty power and

great strength. Nothing is too hard for you!
18You show unfailing love to thousands. But you also punish children for the sins of

their parents. You are the great and powerful Godwho is known as the LORDwho rules
over all.

19You plan great things and you domighty deeds. You see everything people do. You
reward each of them for the way they live and for the things they do.

20 You did miracles and amazing deeds in the land of Egypt which have had lasting
effect. By this means you gained both in Israel and among humankind a renown that
lasts to this day.

21 You used your mighty power and your great strength to perform miracles and
amazing deeds and to bring great terror on the Egyptians. By this means you brought
your people Israel out of the land of Egypt.

22 You kept the promise that you swore on oath to their ancestors. You gave them a
land flowing withmilk and honey.

23 But when they came in and took possession of it, they did not obey you or live as
you had instructed them. They did not do anything that you commanded them to do. So
you brought all this disaster on them.

24Evennowsiege rampshavebeenbuilt uparound the city inorder to capture it. War,
starvation, and disease are sure to make the city fall into the hands of the Babylonians
who are attacking it. LORD, you threatened that this would happen. Now you can see
that it is already taking place.

25 The city is sure to fall into the hands of the Babylonians. Yet, in spite of this, you,
Lord GOD, have said to me, “Buy that field with silver and have the transaction legally
witnessed.” ’ ”

The Lord Answers Jeremiah’s Prayer
26The LORD answered Jeremiah.
27 “I am the LORD, the God of all humankind. There is, indeed, nothing too difficult for

me.
28Therefore I, theLORD, say: ‘Iwill indeedhand this cityover toKingNebuchadnezzar

of Babylon and the Babylonian army. They will capture it.
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29 The Babylonian soldiers that are attacking this city will break into it and set it on
fire. They will burn it down along with the houses where people have made me angry
by offering sacrifices to the god Baal and by pouring out drink offerings to other gods
on their rooftops.

30Thiswill happenbecause the people of Israel and Judahhave repeatedly donewhat
displeases me from their earliest history until now and because they have repeatedly
mademe angry by the things they have done. I, the LORD, affirm it!

31 This will happen because the people of this city have aroused my anger and my
wrath since the time they built it until now. They have made me so angry that I am
determined to remove it frommy sight.

32 I am determined to do so because the people of Israel and Judah have made me
angry with all their wickedness – they, their kings, their officials, their priests, their
prophets, and especially the people of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem have done
this wickedness.

33 They have turned away from me instead of turning to me. I tried over and over
again to instruct them, but they did not listen and respond to correction.

34 They set up their disgusting idols in the temple which I have claimed for my own
and defiled it.

35 They built places of worship for the god Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom so that
they could sacrifice their sons and daughters to the god Molech. Such a disgusting
practice was not something I commanded them to do! It never even entered my mind
to command them to do such a thing! So Judah is certainly liable for punishment.’

36 “You and your people are right in saying, ‘War, starvation, and disease are sure to
make this city fall into the hands of the king of Babylon.’ But now I, the LORD God of
Israel, have something further to say about this city:

37 ‘I will certainly regather my people from all the countries where I will have exiled
them in my anger, fury, and great wrath. I will bring them back to this place and allow
them to live here in safety.

38They will be my people, and I will be their God.
39 I will give them a single-minded purpose to live in away that always shows respect

for me. They will want to do that for their own good and the good of the children who
descend from them.

40 I will make a lasting covenant with them that I will never stop doing good to them.
I will fill their hearts and minds with respect for me so that they will never again turn
away fromme.

41 I will take delight in doing good to them. I will faithfully and wholeheartedly plant
them firmly in the land.’

42 “For I, the LORD, say: ‘I will surely bring on these people all the good fortune that I
amhereby promising them. Iwill be just as sure to do that as I have been in bringing all
this great disaster on them.

43You and your people are saying that this landwill become desolate, uninhabited by
either people or animals. You are saying that it will be handed over to the Babylonians.
But fields will again be bought in this land.

44 Fields will again be bought with silver, and deeds of purchase signed, sealed, and
witnessed. This will happen in the territory of Benjamin, the villages surrounding
Jerusalem, the towns in Judah, the southern hill country, the western foothills, and
southern Judah. For I will restore them to their land. I, the LORD, affirm it!’ ”

33
1 The LORD spoke to Jeremiah a second time while he was still confined in the

courtyard of the guardhouse.
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2 “I, the LORD, do these things. I, the LORD, form the plan to bring them about. I am
known as the LORD. I say to you,

3 ‘Call on me in prayer and I will answer you. I will show you great and mysterious
things which you still do not know about.’

4 For I, the LORD God of Israel, have something more to say about the houses in this
city and the royal buildings which have been torn down for defenses against the siege
ramps andmilitary incursions of the Babylonians:

5 ‘The defenders of the city will go out and fight with the Babylonians. But they will
only fill those houses and buildings with the dead bodies of the people that I will kill in
my anger and my wrath. That will happen because I have decided to turn my back on
this city on account of the wicked things they have done.

6 But I will most surely heal the wounds of this city and restore it and its people to
health. I will show them abundant peace and security.

7 I will restore Judah and Israel and will rebuild them as they were in days of old.
8 I will purify them from all the sin that they committed against me. I will forgive all

their sins which they committed in rebelling against me.
9All the nations will hear about all the good things which I will do to them. This city

will bringme fame, honor, and praise before them for the joy that I bring it. The nations
will tremble in awe at all the peace and prosperity that I will provide for it.’

10 “I, the LORD, say: ‘You and your people are saying about this place, “It lies in ruins.
There are no people or animals in it.” That is true. The towns of Judah and the streets of
Jerusalemwill soon be desolate, uninhabited either by people or by animals. But happy
sounds will again be heard in these places.

11 Once again there will be sounds of joy and gladness and the glad celebrations of
brides and grooms. Once again people will bring their thank offerings to the temple of
the LORD andwill say|strong="H0559", “Give thanks to the LORDwho rules over all. For
the LORD is good and his unfailing love lasts forever.” For I, the LORD, affirm that I will
restore the land to what it was in days of old.’

12 “I, the LORD who rules over all, say: ‘This place will indeed lie in ruins. There will
be no people or animals in it. But there will again be in it and in its towns sheepfolds
where shepherds can rest their sheep.

13 I, theLORD, say that shepherdswill onceagaincount their sheepas theypass into the
fold. Theywill do this in all the towns in the southern hill country, thewestern foothills,
the southernhill country, the territoryofBenjamin, thevillages surrounding Jerusalem,
and the towns of Judah.’

The Lord ReaffirmsHis Covenant with David, Israel, and Levi
14 “I, the LORD, affirm: ‘The time will certainly come when I will fulfill my gracious

promise concerning the nations of Israel and Judah.
15 In those days and at that time I will raise up for them a righteous descendant of

David.
“‘Hewill do what is just and right in the land.
16Under his rule Judah will enjoy safety and Jerusalem will live in security. At that

time Jerusalemwill be called “The LORD has provided us with justice.”
17 For I, the LORD, promise: “David will never lack a successor to occupy the throne

over the nation of Israel.
18Norwill the Levitical priests ever lack someone to stand beforeme and continually

offer up burnt offerings, sacrifice cereal offerings, and offer the other sacrifices.” ’ ”
19The LORD spoke further to Jeremiah.
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20 “I, LORD, make the following promise: ‘I have made a covenant with the day and
with thenight that theywill always comeat their proper times. Only if youpeople could
break that covenant

21 could my covenant with my servant David and my covenant with the Levites ever
be broken. SoDavidwill by allmeans always have a descendant to occupy his throne as
king and the Levites will by all means always have priests whowill minister beforeme.

22 I will make the children who follow one another in the line of my servant David
very numerous. I will also make the Levites whominister before me very numerous. I
will make them all as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sands which are on
the seashore.’ ”

23The LORD spoke still further to Jeremiah.
24 “You have surely noticed what these people are saying, haven’t you? They are

saying, ‘The LORD has rejected the two families of Israel and Judah that he chose.’ So
they have little regard that my people will ever again be a nation.

25But I, the LORD,make the following promise: I havemade a covenant governing the
coming of day and night. I have established the fixed laws governing heaven and earth.

26 Just as surely as I have done this, so surely will I never reject the descendants of
Jacob. Nor will I ever refuse to choose one of my servant David’s descendants to rule
over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Indeed, I will restore them and
showmercy to them.”

34
1 The LORD spoke to Jeremiah while King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was attacking

Jerusalem and the towns around it with a large army. This army consisted of troops
from his own army and from the kingdoms and peoples of the lands under his
dominion.

2 The LORD God of Israel told Jeremiah to go and give King Zedekiah of Judah a
message. He told Jeremiah to tell him, “The LORD says, ‘I am going to hand this city over
to the king of Babylon and he will burn it down.

3You yourself will not escape his clutches, but will certainly be captured and handed
over to him. You must confront the king of Babylon face to face and answer to him
personally. Then youmust go to Babylon.

4However, listen towhat I, theLORD, promiseyou, KingZedekiahof Judah. I, theLORD,
promise that you will not die in battle or be executed.

5You will die a peaceful death. They will burn incense at your burial just as they did
at the burial of your ancestors, the former kings who preceded you. They will mourn
for you, saying, “Poor, poormaster!” Indeed, youhavemyownwordon this. I, the LORD,
affirm it!’ ”

6The prophet Jeremiah told all this to King Zedekiah of Judah in Jerusalem.
7He did this while the army of the king of Babylon was attacking Jerusalem and the

cities of Lachish and Azekah. He was attacking these cities because they were the only
fortified cities of Judah which were still holding out.

The Lord Threatens to Destroy ThoseWhoWronged Their Slaves
8 The LORD| strong="H3069" spoke to Jeremiah after King Zedekiah had made a

covenant with all the people in Jerusalem to grant their slaves their freedom.
9 Everyone was supposed to free their male and female Hebrew slaves. No one was

supposed to keep a fellow Judean enslaved.
10 All the people and their leaders had agreed to this. They had agreed to free

their male and female slaves and not keep them enslaved any longer. They originally
complied with the covenant and freed them.
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11But later theyhad changed theirminds. Theyhad takenback theirmale and female
slaves that they had freed and forced them to be slaves again.

12That was when the LORD spoke to Jeremiah,
13 “The LORD God of Israel has a message for you. ‘I made a covenant with your

ancestors when I brought them out of Egypt where they had been slaves. It stipulated,
14 “Every seven years each of you must free any fellow Hebrews who have sold

themselves to you. After they have served you for six years, you shall set them free.”
But your ancestors did not obeyme or pay any attention to me.

15 Recently, however, you yourselves showed a change of heart and did what is
pleasing to me. You granted your fellow countrymen their freedom and you made a
covenant to that effect in my presence in the house that I have claimed for my own.

16But then you turned right around and showed that you did not honor me. Each of
you took back your male and female slaves whom you had freed as they desired, and
you forced them to be your slaves again.

17 So I, the LORD, say: “You have not really obeyed me and granted freedom to your
neighbor and fellow countryman. Therefore, I will grant you freedom, the freedom to
die inwar, or by starvation or disease. I, the LORD, affirm it! Iwillmake all the kingdoms
of the earth horrified at what happens to you.

18 I will punish those people who have violated their covenant with me. I will make
them like the calf they cut in two and passed between its pieces. I will do so because
they did not keep the terms of the covenant theymade inmy presence.

19 I will punish the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the court officials, the priests, and
all the other people of the land who passed between the pieces of the calf.

20 I will hand them over to their enemies who want to kill them. Their dead bodies
will become food for the birds and the wild animals.

21 I will also hand King Zedekiah of Judah and his officials over to their enemies who
want to kill them. Iwill hand themover to the army of the king of Babylon, even though
they have temporarily withdrawn from attacking you.

22For I, the LORD, affirm that Iwill soon give the order andbring themback to this city.
They will fight against it and capture it and burn it down. I will also make the towns of
Judah desolate so that there will be no one living in them.” ’ ”

35
1The LORD spoke to Jeremiah when Jehoiakim son of Josiah was ruling over Judah.
2 “Go to the Rechabite community. Invite them to come into one of the side rooms of

the LORD’s temple and offer them somewine to drink.”
3 So I went and got Jaazaniah son of Jeremiah the grandson of Habazziniah, his

brothers, all his sons, and all the rest of the Rechabite community.
4 I took them to the LORD’s temple. I took them into the room where the disciples of

the prophet Hanan son of Igdaliah stayed. That room was next to the one where the
temple officers stayed and above the roomwhere Maaseiah son of Shallum, one of the
doorkeepers of the temple, stayed.

5 Then I set cups and pitchers full of wine in front of the members of the Rechabite
community and said to them, “Have somewine.”

6 But they answered, “We do not drink wine because our ancestor Jonadab son of
Rechabcommandedusnot to. He toldus, ‘Youandyourchildrenmustneverdrinkwine.

7Do not build houses. Do not plant crops. Do not plant a vineyard or own one. Live in
tents all your lives. If you do these things you will live a long time in the land that you
wander about on.’

8Weand ourwives and our sons and daughters have obeyed everything our ancestor
Jonadab commanded us. We have never drunk wine.
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9We have not built any houses to live in. We do not own any vineyards, fields, or
crops.

10We have lived in tents. We have obeyed our ancestor Jonadab and done exactly as
he commanded us.

11But when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon invaded the land we said, ‘Let’s get up
and go to Jerusalem to get away from theBabylonian andAramean armies.’ That iswhy
we are staying here in Jerusalem.”

12Then the LORD spoke to Jeremiah.
13 The LORD God of Israel who rules over all told him, “Go and speak to the people of

Judahand the citizens of Jerusalem. Tell them, ‘I, theLORD, say: “Youmust learna lesson
from this about obeying what I say!

14 Jonadab son of Rechab ordered his descendants not to drinkwine. His orders have
been carried out. To this day his descendants have drunk no wine because they have
obeyed what their ancestor commanded them. But I have spoken to you over and over
again, but you have not obeyedme!

15 I sent all my servants the prophets to warn you over and over again. They said,
“Every one of you, stop doing the evil things you have been doing and do what is right.
Do not pay allegiance to other gods and worship them. Then you can continue to live
in this land that I gave to you and your ancestors.” But you did not pay any attention or
listen to me.

16Yes, thedescendants of Jonadab sonofRechabhave carriedout theorders that their
ancestor gave them. But you people have not obeyedme!

17 So I, the LORD, the God who rules over all, the God of Israel, say: “I will soon bring
on Judah and all the citizens of Jerusalem all the disaster that I threatened to bring on
them. I will do this because I spoke to them but they did not listen. I called out to them
but they did not answer.” ’ ”

18 Then Jeremiah spoke to the Rechabite community, “The LORD God of Israel who
rules over all says, ‘You have obeyed the orders of your ancestor Jonadab. You have
followed all his instructions. You have done exactly as he commanded you.’

19So the LORDGod of Israel who rules over all says, ‘Jonadab son of Rechabwill never
lack amale descendant to serveme.’ ”

36
1 The LORD spoke to Jeremiah in the fourth year that Jehoiakim son of Josiah was

ruling over Judah.
2 “Get a scroll. Write on it everything I have told you to say about Israel, Judah, and

all the other nations since I began to speak to you in the reign of Josiah until now.
3 Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about all the disaster I intend to bring on

them, they will all stop doing the evil things they have been doing. If they do, I will
forgive their sins and the wicked things they have done.”

4 So Jeremiah summoned Baruch son of Neriah. Then Jeremiah dictated to Baruch
everything the LORD had told him to say and Baruch wrote it all down in a scroll.

5Then Jeremiah told Baruch, “I am no longer allowed to go into the LORD’s temple.
6So you go there the next time all the people of Judah come in from their towns to fast

in the LORD’s temple. Read out loud where all of them can hear you what I told you the
LORD said, which you wrote in the scroll.

7Perhaps then they will ask the LORD|strong="H3069" for mercy and will all stop do-
ing the evil things they have been doing. For the LORD|strong="H3069" has threatened
to bring great anger and wrath against these people.”

8 So Baruch son of Neriah did exactly what the prophet Jeremiah had told him to do.
He read what the LORD had said from the scroll in the temple of the LORD.



Jeremiah 36:9 990 Jeremiah 36:27

9All the people living in Jerusalem and all the people who came into Jerusalem from
the towns of Judah came to observe a fast before the LORD. The fast took place in the
ninthmonth of the fifth year that Jehoiakim son of Josiah was ruling over Judah.

10At that time Baruch went into the temple of the LORD. He stood in the entrance of
the roomof Gemariah the son of Shaphanwho had been the royal secretary. That room
was in the upper court near the entrance of the New Gate. There, where all the people
could hear him, he read from the scroll what Jeremiah had said.

11Micaiah,whowas the sonofGemariah and the grandsonof Shaphan, heardBaruch
read from the scroll everything the LORD had said.

12 He went down to the chamber of the royal secretary in the king’s palace and
found all the court officials in session there. Elishama the royal secretary, Delaiah
son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Achbor, Gemariah son of Shaphan, Zedekiah son of
Hananiah, and all the other officials were seated there.

13 Micaiah told them everything he had heard Baruch read from the scroll in the
hearing of the people.

14 All the officials sent Jehudi, who was the son of Nethaniah and the grandson of
Cushi, to Baruch. They ordered him to tell Baruch, “Come here and bring with you the
scroll you read in the hearing of the people.” So Baruch son of Neriah went to them,
carrying the scroll in his hand.

15They said to him, “Please sit down and read it to us.” So Baruch sat down and read
it to them.

16When they had heard it all, they expressed their alarm to one another. Then they
said to Baruch, “We must certainly give the king a report about everything you have
read!”

17 Then they asked Baruch, “How did you come to write all these words? Do they
actually come from Jeremiah’s mouth?”

18Baruch answered, “Yes, they came fromhis ownmouth. Hedictated all thesewords
to me and I wrote them down in ink on this scroll.”

19 Then the officials said to Baruch, “You and Jeremiah must go and hide. You must
not let anyone knowwhere you are.”

20 The officials put the scroll in the room of Elishama, the royal secretary, for
safekeeping. Then they went to the court and reported everything to the king.

21The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll. Hewent and got it from the roomof Elishama,
the royal secretary. Then he himself read it to the king and all the officials who were
standing around him.

22Since it was the ninthmonth of the year, the kingwas sitting in his winter quarters.
A fire was burning in the firepot in front of him.

23As soon as Jehudi had read three or four columns of the scroll, the king would cut
them off with a penknife and throw them on the fire in the firepot. He kept doing so
until the whole scroll was burned up in the fire.

24Neither he nor any of his attendants showed any alarm when they heard all that
had been read. Nor did they tear their clothes to show any grief or sorrow.

25 The king did not even listen to Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah, who had urged
him not to burn the scroll.

26He also ordered Jerahmeel, whowas one of the royal princes, Seraiah son of Azriel,
and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to arrest the scribe Baruch and the prophet Jeremiah.
However, the LORD hid them.

Baruch and JeremiahWrite Another Scroll
27The LORD spoke to Jeremiah after Jehoiakimhad burned the scroll containingwhat

Jeremiah had spoken and Baruch had written down.
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28“Get another scroll andwrite on it everything thatwaswritten on the original scroll
that King Jehoiakim of Judah burned.

29 Tell King Jehoiakim of Judah, ‘The LORD says, “You burned the scroll. You asked
Jeremiah, ‘Howdare youwrite in this scroll that the king of Babylonwill certainly come
and destroy this land andwipe out all the people and animals on it?’ ”

30So the LORD says concerning King Jehoiakim of Judah, “None of his line will occupy
the throne of David. His dead body will be thrown out to be exposed to scorching heat
by day and frost by night.

31 Iwill punishhimandhisdescendantsand theofficialswhoservehimfor thewicked
things they have done. I will bring on them, the citizens of Jerusalem, and the people
of Judah all the disaster that I threatened to do to them. I will punish them because I
threatened them but they still paid no heed.” ’ ”

32Then Jeremiah got another scroll and gave it to the scribe Baruch son of Neriah. As
Jeremiah dictated, Baruch wrote on this scroll everything that had been on the scroll
that King Jehoiakim of Judah burned in the fire. They also added on this scroll several
other messages of the same kind.

37
1Zedekiah sonof Josiah succeeded Jeconiah sonof Jehoiakimasking. Hewaselevated

to the throne of the land of Judah by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.
2 Neither he nor the officials who served him nor the people of Judah paid any

attention to what the LORD said through the prophet Jeremiah.

The Lord Responds to Zedekiah’s Hope for Help
3 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal son of Shelemiah and the priest Zephaniah son of

Maaseiah to the prophet Jeremiah. He told them to say, “Please pray to the LORD our
God on our behalf.”

4 (Now Jeremiah had not yet been put in prison. So he was still free to come and go
among the people as he pleased.

5 At that time the Babylonian forces had temporarily given up their siege against
Jerusalem. They had had it under siege, but withdrew when they heard that the army
of Pharaoh had set out from Egypt. )

6The LORD gave the prophet Jeremiah amessage for them. He told him to tell them,
7 “The LORD God of Israel says, ‘Give a message to the king of Judah who sent you to

askme to help him. Tell him, “The army of Pharaoh that was on its way to help youwill
go back home to Egypt.

8Then the Babylonian forces will return. They will attack the city and will capture it
and burn it down.

9 Moreover, I, the LORD, warn you not to deceive yourselves into thinking that the
Babylonian forces will go away and leave you alone. For they will not go away.

10For even if youwere todefeat all theBabylonian forcesfightingagainst you sobadly
that only wounded men were left lying in their tents, they would get up and burn this
city down.” ’ ”

Jeremiah is Chargedwith Deserting, Arrested, and Imprisoned
11 The following events also occurred while the Babylonian forces had temporarily

withdrawn from Jerusalem because the army of Pharaoh was coming.
12 Jeremiah started to leave Jerusalem to go to the territory of Benjamin. Hewanted to

make sure he got his share of the property that was being divided up among his family
there.
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13But he only got as far as the BenjaminGate. There an officer in charge of the guards
named Irijah, who was the son of Shelemiah and the grandson of Hananiah, stopped
him. He seized Jeremiah and said, “You are deserting to the Babylonians!”

14 Jeremiah answered, “That’s a lie! I amnot deserting to the Babylonians.” But Irijah
would not listen to him. Irijah put Jeremiah under arrest and took him to the officials.

15The officials were very angry at Jeremiah. They had him flogged and put in prison
in the house of Jonathan, the royal secretary, which they had converted into a place for
confining prisoners.

16So Jeremiahwas put in prison in a cell in the dungeon in Jonathan’s house. He was
kept there for a long time.

17 Then King Zedekiah had him brought to the palace. There he questioned him
privately and asked him, “Is there any message from the LORD?” Jeremiah answered,
“Yes, there is.” Then he announced, “Youwill be handed over to the king of Babylon.”

18 Then Jeremiah asked King Zedekiah, “What crime have I committed against you,
or the officials who serve you, or the people of Judah? What have I done to make you
people throwme into prison?

19Wherenoware the prophetswhoprophesied to you that the king of Babylonwould
not attack you or this land?

20But nowplease listen, your royalMajesty, and grantmyplea formercy. Do not send
me back to the house of Jonathan, the royal secretary. If you do, I will die there.”

21 Then King Zedekiah ordered that Jeremiah be committed to the courtyard of the
guardhouse. He also ordered that a loaf of bread be given to him every day from the
baker’s street until all the bread in the city was gone. So Jeremiah was kept in the
courtyard of the guardhouse.

38
1Now Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehucal son of Shelemiah,

and Pashhur son of Malkijah had heard the things that Jeremiah had been telling the
people. They had heard him say,

2 “The LORD says, ‘Those who stay in this city will die in battle or of starvation or
disease. Those who leave the city and surrender to the Babylonians will live. They will
escape with their lives.’ ”

3They had also heard him say, “The LORD says, ‘This citywill certainly be handed over
to the army of the king of Babylon. They will capture it.’ ”

4 So these officials said to the king, “This man must be put to death. For he is
demoralizing the soldiers who are left in the city as well as all the other people there
by these things he is saying. Thisman is not seeking to help these people but is trying to
harm them.”

5King Zedekiah said to them, “Very well, you can do what you want with him. For I
cannot do anything to stop you.”

6So the officials took Jeremiah and put him in the cistern ofMalkijah, one of the royal
princes, thatwas in the courtyard of the guardhouse. Therewas nowater in the cistern,
only mud. So when they lowered Jeremiah into the cistern with ropes he sank in the
mud.

An Ethiopian Official Rescues Jeremiah from the Cistern
7An Ethiopian, Ebed Melech, a court official in the royal palace, heard that Jeremiah

had been put in the cistern. While the king was holding court at the Benjamin Gate,
8EbedMelech departed the palace and went to speak to the king. He said to him,
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9 “Your royal Majesty, those men have been very wicked in all that they have done
to the prophet Jeremiah. They have thrown him into a cistern and he is sure to die of
starvation there because there is no food left in the city.

10 Then the king gave Ebed Melech the Ethiopian the following order: “Take thirty
men with you from here and go pull the prophet Jeremiah out of the cistern before he
dies.”

11SoEbedMelech took themenwithhimandwent to a roomunder the treasure room
in the palace. He got someworn-out clothes and old rags from there and let them down
by ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern.

12EbedMelech called down to Jeremiah, “Put these rags and worn-out clothes under
your armpits to pad the ropes. Jeremiah did as EbedMelech instructed.

13 So they pulled Jeremiah up from the cistern with ropes. Jeremiah, however, still
remained confined to the courtyard of the guardhouse.

Jeremiah Responds to Zedekiah’s Request for Secret Advice
14 Some time later Zedekiah sent and had Jeremiah brought to him at the third

entrance of the LORD’s temple. The king said to Jeremiah, “I would like to ask you a
question. Do not hide anything frommewhen you answer.”

15 Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I answer you, you will certainly kill me. If I give you
advice, you will not listen to me.”

16So King Zedekiahmade a secret promise to Jeremiah and sealed it with an oath. He
promised, “As surely as the LORD lives who has given us life and breath, I promise you
this: I will not kill you or hand you over to those menwhowant to kill you.”

17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “The LORD, the God who rules over all, the God of
Israel, says, ‘You must surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon. If you do, your
life will be spared and this city will not be burned down. Indeed, you and your whole
family will be spared.

18 But if you do not surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon, this city will be
handedover to theBabylonians and theywill burn it down. Youyourselfwill not escape
from them.’ ”

19ThenKingZedekiah said to Jeremiah, “I amafraidof the Judeanswhohavedeserted
to the Babylonians. The Babyloniansmight handme over to them and theywill torture
me.”

20 Then Jeremiah answered, “You will not be handed over to them. Please obey the
LORD by doingwhat I have been telling you. Then all will go well with you and your life
will be spared.

21But if you refuse to surrender, the LORD has shownmea vision ofwhatwill happen.
Here is what I saw:

22All thewomenwho are left in the royal palace of Judahwill be led out to the officers
of the king of Babylon. They will taunt you saying,
‘Your trusted friends misled you;
they have gotten the best of you.
Now that your feet are stuck in themud,
they have turned their backs on you.’

23 “All your wives and your children will be turned over to the Babylonians. You
yourself will not escape from them but will be captured by the king of Babylon. This
city will be burned down.”

24Then Zedekiah told Jeremiah, “Do not let anyone know about the conversation we
have had. If you do, you will die.
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25The officials may hear that I have talked with you. They may come to you and say,
‘Tell us what you said to the king and what the king said to you. Do not hide anything
from us. If you do, we will kill you.’

26 If they do this, tell them, ‘I was pleading with the king not to sendme back to die in
the dungeon of Jonathan’s house.’ ”

27All the officials did indeed come and question Jeremiah. He told them exactly what
the king had instructed him to say. They stopped questioning him any further because
no one had actually heard their conversation.

28 So Jeremiah remained confined in the courtyard of the guardhouse until the day
Jerusalemwas captured.

The Fall of Jerusalem and Its Aftermath
The following events occurred when Jerusalemwas captured.

39
1King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came against Jerusalemwith his whole army and

laid siege to it. The siege began in the tenthmonth of the ninth year that Zedekiah ruled
over Judah.

2 It lasted until the ninth day of the fourthmonth of Zedekiah’s eleventh year. On that
day they broke through the city walls.

3 Then Nergal-Sharezer of Samgar, Nebo-Sarsekim, who was a chief officer, Nergal-
Sharezer, who was a high official, and all the other officers of the king of Babylon came
and set up quarters in theMiddle Gate.

4When King Zedekiah of Judah and all his soldiers saw them, they tried to escape.
They departed from the city during the night. They took a path through the king’s
garden and passed out through the gate between the two walls. Then they headed for
the Jordan Valley.

5 But the Babylonian army chased after them. They caught up with Zedekiah in the
plains of Jericho and captured him. They took him to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
atRiblah in the territoryofHamathandNebuchadnezzarpassed sentenceonhimthere.

6There at Riblah the king of Babylon had Zedekiah’s sons put to deathwhile Zedekiah
was forced to watch. The king of Babylon also had all the nobles of Judah put to death.

7 Then he had Zedekiah’s eyes put out and had him bound in chains to be led off to
Babylon.

8 The Babylonians burned down the royal palace, the temple of the LORD, and the
people’s|strong="H5971" homes, and they tore down the wall of Jerusalem.

9ThenNebuzaradan, the captain of the royal guard, took captive the rest of thepeople
whowere left in the city. He carried them off to Babylon alongwith the peoplewho had
deserted to him.

10But he left behind in the land of Judah someof the poor peoplewho ownednothing.
He gave them fields and vineyards at that time.

11NowKing Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had issued orders concerning Jeremiah. He
had passed them on through Nebuzaradan, the captain of his royal guard,

12 “Find Jeremiah and look out for him. Do not do anything to harm him, but do with
himwhatever he tells you.”

13 So Nebuzaradan, the captain of the royal guard, Nebushazban, who was a chief
officer, Nergal-Sharezer, who was a high official, and all the other officers of the king of
Babylon

14 sent andhad Jeremiah brought from the courtyard of the guardhouse. They turned
himover toGedaliah, the sonofAhikamand thegrandsonof Shaphan, to takehimhome
with him. But Jeremiah stayed among the people.
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EbedMelech Is Promised Deliverance because of His Faith
15Now the LORD had spoken to Jeremiah while he was still confined in the courtyard

of the guardhouse,
16 “Go and tell Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, ‘The LORD God of Israel who rules over all

says, “I will carry out against this city what I promised. It will mean disaster and not
good fortune for it. When that disaster happens, you will be there to see it.

17But I will rescue youwhen it happens. I, the LORD, affirm it! Youwill not be handed
over to those whom you fear.

18 I will certainly save you. You will not fall victim to violence. You will escape with
your life because you trust in me. I, the LORD, affirm it!” ’ ”

40
1 The LORD spoke to Jeremiah after Nebuzaradan the captain of the royal guard had

set him free at Ramah. He had taken him there in chains alongwith all the people from
Jerusalem and Judah whowere being carried off to exile to Babylon.

2The captain of the royal guard took Jeremiah aside and said to him, “The LORD your
God threatened this place with this disaster.

3Now he has brought it about. The LORD has done just as he threatened to do. This
disaster has happened because you people sinned against the LORD and did not obey
him.

4 But now, Jeremiah, today I will set you free from the chains on your wrists. If you
would like to come to Babylon with me, come along and I will take care of you. But if
you prefer not to come to Babylon with me, you are not required to do so. You are free
to go anywhere in the land youwant to go. Go wherever you choose.”

5 Before Jeremiah could turn to leave, the captain of the guard added, “Go back to
Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam and grandson of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon
appointed to govern the towns of Judah. Go back and live with him among the people.
Or go wherever else you choose.” Then the captain of the guard gave Jeremiah some
food and a present and let him go.

6So Jeremiahwent toGedaliah son of AhikamatMizpah and lived therewith him. He
stayed there to live among the people who had been left in the land of Judah.

A Small Judean Province is Established atMizpah
7 Now some of the officers of the Judean army and their troops had been hiding in

the countryside. They heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah son of
Ahikam to govern the country. They also heard that he had been put in charge over the
men,women, andchildren fromthepoorer classesof the landwhohadnotbeencarried
off into exile in Babylon.

8 So all these officers and their troops came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. The officers
who came were Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah,
Seraiah son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah son of the
Maacathite.

9 Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam and grandson of Shaphan, took an oath so as to give
them and their troops some assurance of safety. “Do not be afraid to submit to the
Babylonians. Settle down in the land and submit to the king of Babylon. Then things
will go well for you.

10 I formypartwill stay atMizpah to represent you before the Babylonianswhenever
they come to us. You for your part go ahead and harvest the wine, the dates, the figs,
and the olive oil, and store them in jars. Go ahead and settle down in the towns that you
have taken over.”
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11 Moreover, all the Judeans who were in Moab, Ammon, Edom, and all the other
countries heard what had happened. They heard that the king of Babylon had allowed
some people to stay in Judah and that he had appointed Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam
and grandson of Shaphan, to govern them.

12 So all these Judeans returned to the land of Judah from the places where they had
been scattered. They came to Gedaliah at Mizpah. Thus they harvested a large amount
of wine and dates and figs.

IshmaelMurders Gedaliah and Carries the Judeans atMizpah off as Capt
13 Johanan and all the officers of the troops that had been hiding in the open country

came to Gedaliah at Mizpah.
14They said to him, “Are you at all aware that King Baalis of Ammonhas sent Ishmael

son of Nethaniah to kill you?” But Gedaliah son of Ahikamwould not believe them.
15 Then Johanan son of Kareah spoke privately to Gedaliah there at Mizpah, “Let me

go and kill Ishmael the son of Nethaniah before anyone knows about it. Otherwise he
will kill you and all the Judeans who have rallied around you will be scattered. Then
what remains of Judah will disappear.”

16But Gedaliah son of Ahikam said to Johanan son of Kareah, “Do not do that because
what you are saying about Ishmael is not true.”

41
1But in the seventh month Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah and grandson of Elishama

who was a member of the royal family and had been one of Zedekiah’s chief officers,
camewith ten of hismen to Gedaliah son of Ahikam atMizpah. While theywere eating
ameal together with him there at Mizpah,

2 Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the ten men who were with him stood up, pulled out
their swords, and killed Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam and grandson of Shaphan. Thus
Ishmael killed theman that the king of Babylon had appointed to govern the country.

3 Ishmael also killed all the Judeans who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah and the
Babylonian soldiers who happened to be there.

4On the day after Gedaliah had beenmurdered, before anyone even knew about it,
5 eighty men arrived from Shechem, Shiloh, and Samaria.
6 Ishmael son of Nethaniah went out fromMizpah to meet them. He was pretending

to cry as he walked along. When he met them, he said to them, “Come with me to meet
Gedaliah son of Ahikam.”

7But as soon as theywere inside the city, Ishmael son of Nethaniah and themenwho
were with him slaughtered them and threw their bodies in a cistern.

8But therewere tenmenamong themwho said to Ishmael, “Donot kill us. Forwewill
give you the stores of wheat, barley, olive oil, and honey we have hidden in a field. So
he spared their lives and did not kill them along with the rest.

9Now the cistern where Ishmael threw all the dead bodies of those he had killed was
a large one that King Asa had constructed as part of his defenses against King Baasha of
Israel. Ishmael son of Nethaniah filled it with dead bodies.

10 Then Ishmael took captive all the people who were still left alive in Mizpah. This
included the royal princesses andall the rest of thepeople inMizpah thatNebuzaradan,
the captain of the royal guard, had put under the authority of Gedaliah son of Ahikam.
Ishmael son of Nethaniah took all these people captive and set out to cross over to the
Ammonites.

Johanan Rescues the People Ishmael Had Carried Off
11 Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him heard about

all the atrocities that Ishmael son of Nethaniah had committed.
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12 So they took all their troops and went to fight against Ishmael son of Nethaniah.
They caught up with him near the large pool at Gibeon.

13Whenall the people that Ishmael had taken captive saw Johanan son of Kareah and
all the army officers with him, they were glad.

14All those people that Ishmael had taken captive fromMizpah turned andwent over
to Johanan son of Kareah.

15But Ishmael son of Nethaniahmanaged to escape from Johanan alongwith eight of
his men, and he went on over to Ammon.

16 Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were with him led off all the
people who had been left alive at Mizpah. They had rescued them from Ishmael son
of Nethaniah after he killed Gedaliah son of Ahikam. They led off the men, women,
children, soldiers, and court officials whom they had brought away from Gibeon.

17They set out to go to Egypt to get away from the Babylonians, but stopped at Geruth
Kimham near Bethlehem.

18 They were afraid of what the Babylonians might do because Ishmael son of
NethaniahhadkilledGedaliah sonofAhikam,whomthekingofBabylonhadappointed
to govern the country.

42
1 Then all the army officers, including Johanan son of Kareah and Jezaniah son of

Hoshaiah and all the people of every class, went to the prophet Jeremiah.
2 They said to him, “Please grant our request and pray to the LORD your God for all

those of uswho are still left alive here. For, as you yourself can see, there are only a few
of us left out of themany there were before.

3 Pray that the LORD|strong="H3069" your God will tell us where we should go and
what we should do.”

4The prophet Jeremiah answered them, “Agreed! I will indeed pray to the LORD your
God as you have asked. I will tell you everything the LORD replies in response to you. I
will not keep anything back from you.”

5They answered Jeremiah, “May the LORD be a true and faithful witness against us if
we do not do just as the LORD sends you to tell us to do.

6We will obey what the LORD our God to whom we are sending you tells us to do. It
does notmatterwhetherwe likewhat he tells us or not. Wewill obeywhat he tells us to
do so that things will go well for us.”

7Ten days later the LORD spoke to Jeremiah.
8 So Jeremiah summoned Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers who were

with him and all the people of every class.
9 Then Jeremiah said to them, “You sent me to the LORD God of Israel to make your

request known to him. Here is what he says to you:
10 ‘If you will just stay in this land, I will build you up. I will not tear you down. I

will firmly plant you. I will not uproot you. For I am filled with sorrow because of the
disaster that I have brought on you.

11Do not be afraid of the king of Babylonwhomyou now fear. Do not be afraid of him
because I will be with you to save you and to rescue you from his power. I, the LORD,
affirm it!

12 I will have compassion on you so that he in turn will havemercy on you and allow
you to return to your land.’

13 “Youmust not disobey the LORD your God by saying, ‘Wewill not stay in this land.’
14 You must not say, ‘No, we will not stay. Instead we will go and live in the land of

Egypt where we will not face war, or hear the enemy’s trumpet calls, or starve for lack
of food.’
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15 If you people who remain in Judah do that, then listen to what the LORD says. The
LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘If you are so determined to go to Egypt that
you go and settle there,

16 the wars you fear will catch up with you there in the land of Egypt. The starvation
you are worried about will follow you there to Egypt. You will die there.

17 All the people who are determined to go and settle in Egypt will die from war,
starvation, or disease. No one will survive or escape the disaster I will bring on them.’

18For the LORDGod of Israel who rules over all says, ‘If you go to Egypt, I will pour out
my wrath on you just as I poured out my anger and wrath on the citizens of Jerusalem.
You will become an object of horror and ridicule, an example of those who have been
cursed and that people use in pronouncing a curse. Youwill never see this place again.’

19 “The LORD has told you people who remain in Judah, ‘Do not go to Egypt.’ Be very
sure of this: I warn you here and now.

20 You are making a fatal mistake. For you sent me to the LORD your God and asked
me, ‘Pray to the LORD our God for us. Tell us what the LORD our God says andwewill do
it.’

21This day Ihave told youwhathe said. But youdonotwant to obey theLORDbydoing
what he sent me to tell you.

22Sonowbevery sure of this: Youwill die fromwar, starvation, or disease in theplace
where you want to go and live.”

43
1 Jeremiah finished telling all the people all these things the LORD their God had sent

him to tell them.
2ThenAzariah son of Hoshaiah, Johanan son of Kareah, and other arrogantmen said

to Jeremiah, “You are telling a lie! The LORD our God did not send you to tell us, ‘You
must not go to Egypt and settle there.’

3But Baruch son of Neriah is stirring you up against us. He wants to hand us over to
the Babylonians so that they will kill us or carry us off into exile in Babylon.”

4So Johanan son of Kareah, all the army officers, and all the rest of the people did not
obey the LORD’s command to stay in the land.

5 Instead Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers led off all the Judean
remnant who had come back to live in the land of Judah from all the nations where
they had been scattered.

6 They also led off all the men, women, children, and royal princesses that Neb-
uzaradan, the captain of the royal guard, had left with Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam and
grandson of Shaphan. This included the prophet Jeremiah and Baruch son of Neriah.

7 They went on to Egypt because they refused to obey the LORD, and came to
Tahpanhes.

Jeremiah Predicts that NebuchadnezzarWill Plunder Egypt and Its Gods
8At Tahpanhes the LORD spoke to Jeremiah.
9 “Take some large stones and bury them in the mortar of the clay pavement at the

entrance of Pharaoh’s residence here in Tahpanhes. Do it while the people of Judah
present there are watching.

10 Then tell them, ‘The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, “I will bring my
servant King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. I will set his throne over these stones which
I have buried. He will pitch his royal tent over them.

11Hewill come and attack Egypt. Those who are destined to die of disease will die of
disease. Thosewho are destined to be carried off into exile will be carried off into exile.
Those who are destined to die in war will die in war.
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12Hewill set fire to the temples of the gods of Egypt. He will burn their gods or carry
them off as captives. He will pick Egypt clean like a shepherd picks the lice from his
clothing. He will leave there unharmed.

13He will demolish the sacred pillars in the temple of the sun in Egypt and will burn
down the temples of the gods of Egypt.” ’ ”

44
1The LORD spoke|strong="H1697" to Jeremiah concerning all the Judeans who were

living in the land of Egypt, those in Migdol, Tahpanhes, Memphis, and in the region of
southern Egypt.

2 “The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘You have seen all the disaster I
brought on Jerusalem and all the towns of Judah. Indeed, they now lie in ruins and
are deserted.

3This happenedbecause of thewickedness thepeople living there did. Theymademe
angrybyworshipingandoffering sacrifice toother godswhomneither theynoryounor
your ancestors previously knew.

4 I sent my servants the prophets to you people over and over again warning you not
to do this disgusting thing I hate.

5But the people of Jerusalem and Judah would not listen or pay any attention. They
would not stop the wickedness they were doing nor quit sacrificing to other gods.

6Somyanger andmywrathwerepouredout andburned like afire through the towns
of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem. That is why they have become the desolate ruins
that they are today.’

7 “So now the LORD, the God who rules over all, the God of Israel, asks, ‘Why will you
do such great harm to yourselves? Why should every man, woman, child, and baby of
yours be destroyed from themidst of Judah? Why should you leave yourselves without
a remnant?

8That is what will result from yourmakingme angry bywhat you are doing. You are
making me angry by sacrificing to other gods here in the land of Egypt where you live.
Youwill be destroyed for doing that! Youwill become an example used in curses and an
object of ridicule among all the nations of the earth.

9Have you forgotten all the wicked things that have been done in the towns of Judah
and in the streets of Jerusalemby your ancestors, by the kings of Judah and theirwives,
by you and your wives?

10 To this day your people have shown no contrition! They have not revered me nor
followed the laws and statutes I commanded you and your ancestors.’

11 “Because of this, the LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, ‘I am determined to
bring disaster on you, even to the point of destroying all the Judeans here.

12 I will see to it that all the Judean remnant that was determined to go and live in
the land of Egypt will be destroyed. Here in the land of Egypt they will fall in battle or
perish from starvation. People of every class will die in war or from starvation. They
will becomeanobject of horror and ridicule, anexampleof thosewhohavebeencursed
and that people use in pronouncing a curse.

13 I will punish those who live in the land of Egypt with war, starvation, and disease
just as I punished Jerusalem.

14None of the Judean remnant who have come to live in the land of Egypt will escape
or survive to return to the landof Judah. Though they long to returnand live there, none
of them shall return except a few fugitives.’ ”

15 Then all the men who were aware that their wives were sacrificing to other gods,
as well as all their wives, answered Jeremiah. There was a great crowd of them
representing all the people who lived in northern and southern Egypt. They answered,
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16 “Wewill not listen to what you claim the LORD has spoken to us!
17 Instead we will do everything we vowed we would do. We will sacrifice and

pour out drink offerings to the goddess called the Queen of Heaven just as we and our
ancestors, our kings, and our leaders previously did in the towns of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem. For thenwehad plenty of food,werewell-off, andhadno troubles.

18But ever since we stopped sacrificing and pouring out drink offerings to the Queen
of Heaven, we have been in great need. Our people have died in wars or of starvation.”

19 The women added, “We did indeed sacrifice and pour out drink offerings to the
Queen of Heaven. But it was with the full knowledge and approval of our husbands
that wemade cakes in her image and poured out drink offerings to her.”

20 Then Jeremiah replied to all the people, both men and women, who responded to
him in this way.

21 “The LORD did indeed remember and call to mind what you did! He remembered
the sacrifices you and your ancestors, your kings, your leaders, and all the rest of the
people of the land offered to other gods in the towns of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem.

22 Finally the LORD could no longer endure your wicked deeds and the disgusting
things you did. That is why your land has become the desolate, uninhabited ruin that it
is today. That is why it has become a proverbial example used in curses.

23 You have sacrificed to other gods! You have sinned against the LORD|
strong="H3069"! You have not obeyed the LORD| strong="H3069"! You have not
followed his laws, his statutes, and his decrees! That is why this disaster that is evident
to this day has happened to you.”

24Then Jeremiahspoke toall thepeople, particularly toall thewomen. “Listen towhat
the LORD has to say all you people of Judah who are in Egypt.

25TheLORDGodof Israelwho rules over all says, ‘Youwomenhave confirmedby your
actions what you vowedwith your lips! You said, “Wewill certainly carry out our vows
to sacrifice and pour out drink offerings to theQueen ofHeaven.” Well, then fulfill your
vows! Carry them out!’

26But listen to what the LORD has to say, all you people of Judah who are living in the
land of Egypt. The LORD says, ‘I hereby swear by my own great name that none of the
people of Judah who are living anywhere in Egypt will ever again invoke my name in
their oaths! Never againwill any of themuse it in an oath saying, “As surely as the Lord
GOD lives….”

27 I will indeed see to it that disaster, not prosperity, happens to them. All the people
of Judahwho are in the land of Egypt will die in war or from starvation until not one of
them is left.

28 Somewho survive in battle will return to the land of Judah from the land of Egypt.
But they will be very few indeed! Then the Judean remnant who have come to live in
the land of Egypt will knowwhose word proves true, mine or theirs.’

29Moreover the LORD says, ‘I will make something happen to prove that I will punish
you in this place. I will do it so that you will know that my threats to bring disaster on
you will prove true.

30 I, the LORD, promise that I will hand Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt over to his
enemies who are seeking to kill him. I will do that just as surely as I handed King
Zedekiah of Judah over to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, his enemy who was
seeking to kill him.’ ”

45
1The prophet Jeremiah spoke to Baruch son of Neriah while he was writing down in

a scroll the words that Jeremiah spoke to him. This happened in the fourth year that
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Jehoiakim son of Josiah was ruling over Judah.
2 “The LORD God of Israel has amessage for you, Baruch.
3 ‘You have said, “I feel so hopeless! For the LORD has added sorrow tomy suffering. I

amworn out from groaning. I can’t find any rest.” ’ ”
4TheLORD told|strong="H0559" Jeremiah, “Tell Baruch, ‘TheLORDsays, “I amabout to

tear downwhat I have built and to uprootwhat I have planted. Iwill do this throughout
the whole earth.

5Are you looking for great things for yourself? Do not look for such things. For I, the
LORD|strong="H3069", affirm that I am about to bring disaster on all humanity. But I
will allow you to escape with your life wherever you go.” ’ ”

46
1The LORD spoke to Jeremiah about the nations.
The Prophecy about Egypt’s Defeat at Carchemish

2 He spoke about Egypt and the army of Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt which was
encamped along the Euphrates River at Carchemish. Now this was the army that King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon defeated in the fourth year that Jehoiakim son of Josiah
was ruling over Judah.
3 “Fall into ranks with your shields ready!
Prepare to march into battle!
4Harness the horses to the chariots!
Mount your horses!
Put on your helmets and take your positions!
Sharpen you spears!
Put on your armor!
5What do I see?” says the LORD.
“The soldiers are terrified.
They are retreating.
They have been defeated.
They are overcomewith terror;
they desert quickly
without looking back.
6But even the swiftest cannot get away.
Even the strongest cannot escape.
There in the north by the Euphrates River
they stumble and fall in defeat.
7 “Who is this that rises like the Nile,
like its streams turbulent at flood stage?
8Egypt rises like the Nile,
like its streams turbulent at flood stage.
Egypt says, ‘I will arise and cover the earth.
I will destroy cities and the people who inhabit them.’
9Go ahead and charge into battle, you horsemen!
Drive furiously, you charioteers!
Let the soldiers march out into battle,
those from Ethiopia and Libya who carry shields,
and those from Lydia who are armedwith the bow.
10But that day belongs to the Lord Godwho rules over all.
It is the day when he will pay back his enemies.
His sword will devour them until its appetite is satisfied!
It will drink their blood until it is full!
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For the Lord GODwho rules over all will offer them up as a sacrifice
in the land of the north by the Euphrates River.
11Go up to Gilead and get medicinal ointment,
you dear poor people of Egypt.
But it will prove useless nomatter howmuchmedicine you use;
there will be no healing for you.
12The nations will hear of your devastating defeat.
your cries of distress will echo throughout the earth.
In the panic of their flight one soldier will trip over another
and both of themwill fall down defeated.”

The Lord Predicts that NebuchadnezzarWill Attack and Plunder Egypt
13 The LORD spoke to the prophet Jeremiah about Nebuchadnezzar coming to attack

the land of Egypt.
14 “Make an announcement throughout Egypt.
Proclaim it in Migdol, Memphis, and Tahpanhes.
‘Take your positions and prepare to do battle.
For the enemy army is destroying all the nations around you.’
15Whywill your soldiers be defeated?
They will not stand because I, the LORD, will thrust them down.
16 I will makemany stumble.
They will fall over one another in their hurry to flee.
They will say, ‘Get up!
Let’s go back to our own people.
Let’s go back to our homelands
because the enemy is coming to destroy us.’
17There at home they will say, ‘Pharaoh king of Egypt is just a big noise!
He has let the most opportunemoment pass by.’
18 I the King, whose name is the LORD who rules over all, swear this:
I swear as surely as I live that a conqueror is coming.
He will be as imposing as Mount Tabor is among themountains,
as Mount Carmel is against the backdrop of the sea.
19Pack your bags for exile,
you inhabitants of poor dear Egypt.
For Memphis will be laid waste.
It will lie in ruins and be uninhabited.
20Egypt is like a beautiful young cow.
But northern armies will attack her like swarms of stinging flies.
21Even hermercenaries
will prove to be like pampered, well-fed calves.
For they too will turn and run away.
They will not stand their ground
when the time for them to be destroyed comes,
the time for them to be punished.
22Egypt will run away, hissing like a snake,
as the enemy comesmarching up in force.
They will come against her with axes
as if they were woodsmen chopping down trees.
23The population of Egypt is like a vast, impenetrable forest.
But I, the LORD, affirm that the enemywill cut them down.
For those who chop them downwill be more numerous than locusts.
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They will be too numerous to count.
24Poor dear Egypt will be put to shame.
She will be handed over to the people from the north.”

25 The LORD God of Israel who rules over all says, “I will punish Amon, the god of
Thebes. I will punish Egypt, its gods, and its kings. I will punish Pharaoh and all who
trust in him.

26 Iwill hand themover toNebuchadnezzar andhis troops,whowant to kill them. But
later on, people will live in Egypt again as they did in former times. I, the LORD, affirm
it!”

A Promise of Hope for Israel
27 “You descendants of Jacob, my servants, do not be afraid;
do not be terrified, people of Israel.
For I will rescue you and your descendants
from the faraway lands where you are captives.
The descendants of Jacob will return to their land and enjoy peace.
They will be secure and no one will terrify them.
28 I, the LORD, tell you not to be afraid,
you descendants of Jacob, my servant,
for I amwith you.
Though I completely destroy all the nations where I scatter you,
I will not completely destroy you.
I will indeed discipline you but only in duemeasure.
I will not allow you to go entirely unpunished.”

47
1 The LORD spoke to the prophet Jeremiah about the Philistines before Pharaoh

attacked Gaza.
2 “Look! Enemies are gathering in the north like water rising in a river.
They will be like an overflowing stream.
They will overwhelm the whole country and everything in it like a flood.
They will overwhelm the cities and their inhabitants.
People will cry out in alarm.
Everyone living in the country will cry out in pain.
3Fathers will hear the hoofbeats of the enemies’ horses,
the clatter of their chariots and the rumbling of their wheels.
They will not turn back to save their children
because they will be paralyzed with fear.
4For the time has come
to destroy all the Philistines.
The time has come to destroy all the help
that remains for Tyre
For I, the LORD, will destroy the Philistines,
that remnant that came from the island of Crete.
5The people of Gaza will shave their heads inmourning.
The people of Ashkelon will be struck dumb.
How long will you gash yourselves to show your sorrow,
you who remain of Philistia’s power?
6How long will you cry out, ‘Oh, sword of the LORD|strong="H3069",
how long will it be before you stop killing?
Go back into your sheath!
Stay there and rest!’
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7But how can it rest
when I, the LORD, have given it orders?
I have ordered it to attack
the people of Ashkelon and the seacoast.

48
1The LORD God of Israel who rules over all spoke about Moab.

“Sure to be judged is Nebo! Indeed, it will be destroyed!
Kiriathaimwill suffer disgrace. It will be captured!
Its fortress will suffer disgrace. It will be torn down!
2People will not praise Moab anymore.
The enemywill capture Heshbon and plot how to destroyMoab,
saying, ‘Come, let’s put an end to that nation!’
City of Madmen, you will also be destroyed.
A destructive armywill march against you.
3Cries of anguish will arise in Horonaim,
‘Oh, the ruin and great destruction!’
4 “Moabwill be crushed.
Her children will cry out in distress.
5 Indeed they will climb the slopes of Luhith,
weeping continually as they go.
For on the road down to Horonaim
they will hear the cries of distress over the destruction.
6They will hear, ‘Run! Save yourselves!
Even if youmust be like a lonely shrub in the desert!’
7 “Moab, you trust in the things you do and in your riches.
So you too will be conquered.
Your god Chemosh will go into exile
along with his priests and his officials.
8The destroyer will come against every town.
Not one townwill escape.
The towns in the valley will be destroyed.
The cities on the high plain will be laid waste.
I, the LORD, have spoken!
9 Set up a gravestone for Moab,
for it will certainly be laid in ruins!
Its cities will be laid waste
and become uninhabited.”
10A curse on anyone who is lax in doing the LORD’s work!
A curse on anyone who keeps from carrying out his destruction!
11 “From its earliest days Moab has lived undisturbed.
It has never been taken into exile.
Its people are like wine allowed to settle undisturbed on its dregs,
never poured out from one jar to another.
They are like wine which tastes like it always did,
whose aroma has remained unchanged.
12But the time is coming when I will send
men against Moab whowill empty it out.
They will empty the towns of their people,
then will lay those towns in ruins.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
13The people of Moabwill be disappointed by their god Chemosh.
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They will be as disappointed as the people of Israel were
when they put their trust in the calf god at Bethel.
14How can youmen of Moab say, ‘We are heroes,
menwho aremighty in battle?’
15Moabwill be destroyed. Its towns will be invaded.
Its finest youngmenwill be slaughtered.
I, the King, the LORD who rules over all, affirm it!
16Moab’s destruction is at hand.
Disaster will come on it quickly.
17Mourn for that nation, all you nations living around it,
all of you nations that know of its fame.
Mourn and say, ‘Alas, its powerful influence has been broken!
Its glory and power have been done away!’
18Come down from your place of honor;
sit on the dry ground, you who live in Dibon.
For the one whowill destroyMoabwill attack you;
he will destroy your fortifications.
19Youwho live in Aroer,
stand by the road andwatch.
Question themanwho is fleeing and the womanwho is escaping.
Ask them, ‘What has happened?’
20They will answer, ‘Moab is disgraced, for it has fallen!
Wail and cry out in mourning!
Announce along the Arnon River
that Moab has been destroyed.’

21 “Judgment will come on the cities on the high plain: on Holon, Jahzah, and
Mephaath,

22on Dibon, Nebo, and Beth Diblathaim,
23on Kiriathaim, Beth Gamul, and BethMeon,
24on Kerioth and Bozrah. It will come on all the towns of Moab, both far and near.
25Moab’s might will be crushed. Its power will be broken. I, the LORD, affirm it!

26 “Moab has vaunted itself against me.
Somake him drunk with the wine of mywrath
until he splashes around in his own vomit,
until others treat him as a laughingstock.
27For did not you people of Moab laugh at the people of Israel?
Did you think that they were nothing but thieves,
that you shook your head in contempt
every time you talked about them?
28Leave your towns, you inhabitants of Moab.
Go and live in the cliffs.
Be like a dove that makes its nest
high on the sides of a ravine.
29 I have heard how proud the people of Moab are,
I know how haughty they are.
I have heard how arrogant, proud, and haughty they are,
what a high opinion they have of themselves.
30 I, the LORD, affirm that I know how arrogant they are.
But their pride is ill-founded.
Their boastings will prove to be false.
31 So I will weep with sorrow for Moab.
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I will cry out in sadness for all of Moab.
I will moan for the people of Kir Heres.
32 I will weep for the grapevines of Sibmah
just like the town of Jazer weeps over them.
Their branches once spread as far as the Dead Sea.
They reached as far as the town of Jazer.
The destroyer will ravage
her fig, date, and grape crops.
33 Joy and gladness will disappear
from the fruitful land of Moab.
I will stop the flow of wine from the winepresses.
No one will stomp on the grapes there and shout for joy.
The shouts there will be shouts of soldiers,
not the shouts of those making wine.
34Cries of anguish raised fromHeshbon and Elealeh
will be sounded as far as Jahaz.
They will be sounded from Zoar as far as Horonaim and Eglath Shelishiyah.
For even the waters of Nimrimwill be dried up.
35 I will put an end inMoab
to those whomake offerings at her places of worship.
I will put an end to those who sacrifice to other gods.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
36 Somy heart moans for Moab
like a flute playing a funeral song.
Yes, like a flute playing a funeral song,
my heart moans for the people of Kir Heres.
For the wealth they have gained will perish.
37For all of themwill shave their heads inmourning.
They will all cut off their beards to show their sorrow.
They will all make gashes in their hands.
They will all put on sackcloth.
38On all the housetops in Moab
and in all its public squares
there will be nothing but mourning.
For I will breakMoab like an unwanted jar.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
39Oh, how shatteredMoabwill be!
Oh, how her people will wail!
Oh, how she will turn away in shame!
Moabwill become an object of ridicule,
a terrifying sight to all the nations that surround her.”
40For the LORD says,
“Look! Like an eagle with outspread wings
a nation will swoop down onMoab.
41Her towns will be captured.
Her fortresses will be taken.
At that time the soldiers of Moabwill be frightened
like a woman in labor.
42Moabwill be destroyed and no longer be a nation,
because she has vaunted herself against the LORD.
43Terror, pits, and traps are in store
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for the people who live inMoab.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
44Anyone who flees at the sound of terror
will fall into a pit.
Anyone who climbs out of the pit
will be caught in a trap.
For the time is coming
when I will punish the people of Moab.
I, the LORD, affirm it!
45 In the shadows of the walls of Heshbon
those trying to escape will stand helpless.
For a fire will burst forth fromHeshbon.
Flames will shoot out from the former territory of Sihon.
They will burn the foreheads of the people of Moab,
the skulls of those war-loving people.
46Moab, you are doomed!
You people whoworship Chemosh will be destroyed.
Your sons will be taken away captive.
Your daughters will be carried away into exile.
47Yet in days to come
I will reverse Moab’s ill fortune.”
says the LORD.
The judgment against Moab ends here.

49
1The LORD spoke about the Ammonites.

“Do you think there are not any people of the nation of Israel remaining?
Do you think there are not any of them remaining to reinherit their land?
Is that why you people whoworship the godMilcom
have taken possession of the territory of Gad and live in his cities?
2Because you did that,
I, the LORD, affirm that a time is coming
when I will make Rabbah, the capital city of Ammon,
hear the sound of the battle cry.
It will become amound covered with ruins.
Its villages will be burned to the ground.
Then Israel will take back its land
from those who took their land from them.
I, the Lord, affirm it!
3Wail, you people in Heshbon, because Ai in Ammon is destroyed.
Cry out in anguish, you people in the villages surrounding Rabbah.
Put on sackcloth and cry out in mourning.
Run about covered with gashes.
For your godMilcomwill go into exile
along with his priests and officials.
4Why do you brag about your great power?
Your power is ebbing away, you rebellious people of Ammon,
who trust in your riches and say,
‘Whowould dare to attack us?’
5 I will bring terror on you from every side,”
says the Lord GODwho rules over all.
“Youwill be scattered in every direction.
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No one will gather the fugitives back together.
6Yet in days to come
I will reverse Ammon’s ill fortune.”
says the LORD.

Judgment Against Edom
7The LORD who rules over all spoke about Edom.

“Is wisdom no longer to be found in Teman?
Can Edom’s counselors not give her any good advice?
Has all of their wisdom turned bad?
8Turn and flee! Take up refuge in remote places,
you people who live in Dedan.
For I will bring disaster on the descendants of Esau.
I have decided it is time for me to punish them.
9 If grape pickers came to pick your grapes,
would they not leave a few grapes behind?
If robbers came at night,
would they not pillage only what they needed?
10But I will strip everything away from Esau’s descendants.
I will uncover their hiding places so they cannot hide.
Their children, relatives, and neighbors will all be destroyed.
Not one of themwill be left!
11Leave your orphans behind and I will keep them alive.
Your widows too can depend onme.”

12 For the LORD says, “If even those who did not deserve to drink from the cup of
my wrath must drink from it, do you think you will go unpunished? You will not go
unpunished, but must certainly drink from the cup of mywrath.

13For I solemnly swear,” says the LORD, “that Bozrahwill becomeapile of ruins. Itwill
become an object of horror and ridicule, an example to be used in curses. All the towns
around it will lie in ruins forever.”
14 I said, “I have heard amessage from the LORD.
Amessenger has been sent among the nations to say,
‘Gather your armies andmarch out against her!
Prepare to do battle with her!’ ”
15The LORD says to Edom, |strong="H2009"
“I will certainly make you small among nations.
I will make you despised by all humankind.
16The terror you inspire in others
and the arrogance of your heart have deceived you.
Youmaymake your home in the clefts of the rocks;
youmay occupy the highest places in the hills.
But even if youmade your homewhere the eagles nest,
I would bring you down from there,”
says the LORD.
17 “Edomwill become an object of horror.
All who pass by it will be filled with horror;
they will hiss out their scorn
because of all the disasters that have happened to it.
18Edomwill be destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah
and the towns that were around them.
No one will live there.
No human being will settle in it,”
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says the LORD.
19 “A lion coming up from the thick undergrowth along the Jordan
scatters the sheep in the pastureland around it.
So too I will chase the Edomites off their land.
Then I will appoint over it whomever I choose.
For there is no one like me, and there is no one who can call me to account.
There is no ruler who can stand up against me.
20 So listen to what I, the LORD, have planned against Edom,
what I intend to do to the people who live in Teman.
Their little ones will be dragged off.
I will completely destroy their land because of what they have done.
21The people of the earth will quake when they hear of their downfall.
Their cries of anguish will be heard all the way to the Gulf of Aqaba.
22Look! Like an eagle with outspread wings,
a nation will soar up and swoop down on Bozrah.
At that time the soldiers of Edomwill be as fearful
as a woman in labor.”

Judgment Against Damascus
23The LORD spoke about Damascus|strong="H1834".

“The people of Hamath and Arpad will be dismayed
because they have heard bad news.
Their courage will melt away because of worry.
Their hearts will not be able to rest.
24The people of Damascus will lose heart and turn to flee.
Panic will grip them.
Pain and anguish will seize them
like a woman in labor.
25How deserted will that once-famous city be,
that city that was once filled with joy!
26For her youngmenwill fall in her city squares.
All her soldiers will be destroyed at that time,”
says the LORD who rules over all.
27 “I will set fire to the walls of Damascus;
it will burn up the palaces of Ben Hadad.”

Judgment Against Kedar andHazor
28TheLORD spoke aboutKedar and the kingdomsofHazor thatKingNebuchadnezzar

of Babylon conquered.
“Army of Babylon, go and attack Kedar.
Lay waste those who live in the eastern desert.
29Their tents and their flocks will be taken away.
Their tent curtains, equipment, and camels will be carried off.
People will shout to them,
‘Terror is all around you!’ ”
30The LORD says, “Flee quickly, you who live in Hazor.
Take up refuge in remote places.
For King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon has laid out plans to attack you.
He has formed his strategy on how to defeat you.”
31The LORD says, “Army of Babylon, go and attack
a nation that lives in peace and security.
They have no gates or walls to protect them.
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They live all alone.
32Their camels will be taken as plunder.
Their vast herds will be taken as spoil.
I will scatter to the four winds
those desert peoples who cut their hair short at the temples.
I will bring disaster against them
from every direction,” says the LORD.
33 “Hazor will become a permanent wasteland,
a place where only jackals live.
No one will live there.
No human being will settle in it.”

Judgment Against Elam
34Early in the reignofKingZedekiahof Judah, theLORDspoke to theprophet Jeremiah

about Elam.
35The LORD who rules over all said,

“I will kill all the archers of Elam,
who are the chief source of her military might.
36 I will cause enemies to blow through Elam from every direction
like the winds blowing in from the four quarters of heaven.
I will scatter the people of Elam to the four winds.
There will not be any nation where the refugees of Elamwill not go.
37 I will make the people of Elam terrified of their enemies,
who are seeking to kill them.
I will vent my fierce anger
and bring disaster upon them,” says the LORD.
“I will send armies chasing after them
until I have completely destroyed them.
38 I will establishmy sovereignty over Elam.
I will destroy their king and their leaders,” says the LORD.
39 “Yet in days to come
I will reverse Elam’s ill fortune.”
says the LORD.

50
1The LORD spoke concerning Babylon and the land of Babylonia through the prophet

Jeremiah.
2 “Announce the news among the nations! Proclaim it!
Signal for people to pay attention!
Declare the news! Do not hide it! Say:
‘Babylon will be captured.
Bel will be put to shame.
Marduk will be dismayed.
Babylon’s idols will be put to shame.
Her disgusting images will be dismayed.
3For a nation from the north will attack Babylon.
It will lay her land waste.
People and animals will flee out of it.
No one will inhabit it.’
4 “When that time comes,” says the LORD|strong="H3069",
“the people of Israel and Judah will return to the land together.
They will come back with tears of repentance
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as they seek the LORD|strong="H3069" their God.
5They will ask the way to Zion;
they will turn their faces toward it.
They will come and bind themselves to the LORD
in a lasting covenant that will never be forgotten.
6 “My people have been lost sheep.
Their shepherds have allowed them to go astray.
They have wandered around in themountains.
They have roamed from onemountain and hill to another.
They have forgotten their resting place.
7All who encountered them devoured them.
Their enemies who did this said, ‘We are not liable for punishment!
For those people have sinned against the LORD, their true pasture.
They have sinned against the LORD in whom their ancestors trusted.’
8 “People of Judah, get out of Babylon quickly!
Leave the land of Babylonia!
Be the first to depart!
Be like themale goats that lead the herd.
9For I will rouse into action and bring against Babylon
a host of mighty nations from the land of the north.
They will set up their battle lines against her.
They will come from the north and capture her.
Their arrows will be like a skilled soldier
who does not return from the battle empty-handed.
10Babylonia will be plundered.
Those who plunder it will take all they want,”
says the LORD.
11 “People of Babylonia, you plunderedmy people.
That made you happy and glad.
You frolic about like calves in a pasture.
Your joyous sounds are like the neighs of a stallion.
12But Babylonia will be put to great shame.
The land where you were born will be disgraced.
Indeed, Babylonia will become the least important of all nations.
It will become a dry and barren desert.
13After I vent mywrath on it Babylon will be uninhabited.
It will be totally desolate.
All who pass by will be filled with horror and will hiss out their scorn
because of all the disasters that have happened to it.
14 “Take up your battle positions all around Babylon,
all you soldiers who are armedwith bows.
Shoot all your arrows at her! Do not hold any back!
For she has sinned against the LORD.
15 Shout the battle cry from all around the city.
She will throw up her hands in surrender.
Her towers will fall.
Her walls will be torn down.
Because I, the LORD, amwreaking revenge,
take out your vengeance on her!
Do to her as she has done!
16Kill all the farmers who sow the seed in the land of Babylon.
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Kill all those whowield the sickle at harvest time.
Let all the foreigners return to their own people.
Let them hurry back to their own lands
to escape destruction by that enemy army.
17 “The people of Israel are like scattered sheep
which lions have chased away.
First the king of Assyria devoured them.
Now last of all King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon has gnawed their bones.
18 So I, the LORD God of Israel who rules over all, say:
‘I will punish the king of Babylon and his land
just as I punished the king of Assyria.
19But I will restore the flock of Israel to their own pasture.
They will graze onMount Carmel and the land of Bashan.
They will eat until they are full
on the hills of Ephraim and the land of Gilead.
20When that time comes,
no guilt will be found in Israel.
No sin will be found in Judah.
For I will forgive those of them I have allowed to survive.
I, the LORD, affirm it!’ ”
21The LORD says,
“Attack the land of Merathaim
and the people who live in Pekod!
Pursue, kill, and completely destroy them!
Do just as I have commanded you!
22The noise of battle can be heard in the land of Babylonia.
There is the sound of great destruction.
23Babylon hammered the whole world to pieces.
But see how that ‘hammer’ has been broken and shattered!
See what an object of horror
Babylon has become among the nations!
24 I set a trap for you, Babylon;
you were caught before you knew it.
You fought against me.
So you were found and captured.
25 I have opened up the place wheremyweapons are stored.
I have brought out the weapons for carrying out mywrath.
For I, the Lord GODwho rules over all,
have work to carry out in the land of Babylonia.
26Come from far away and attack Babylonia!
Open up the places where she stores her grain!
Pile her up in ruins! Destroy her completely!
Do not leave anyone alive!
27Kill all her soldiers!
Let them be slaughtered!
They are doomed, for their day of reckoning has come,
the time for them to be punished.”
28Listen! Fugitives and refugees are coming from the land of Babylon.
They are coming to Zion to declare there
how the LORD our God is getting revenge,
getting revenge for what they have done to his temple.
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29 “Call for archers to come against Babylon!
Summon against her all who draw the bow!
Set up camp all around the city!
Do not allow anyone to escape!
Pay her back for what she has done.
Do to her what she has done to others.
For she has proudly defiedme,
the Holy One of Israel.
30 So her youngmenwill fall in her city squares.
All her soldiers will be destroyed at that time,”
says the LORD.
31 “Listen! I am opposed to you, you proud city,”
says the Lord GODwho rules over all.
“Indeed, your day of reckoning has come,
the time when I will punish you.
32Youwill stumble and fall, you proud city;
no one will help you get up.
I will set fire to your towns;
it will burn up everything that surrounds you.”
33The LORD who rules over all says,
“The people of Israel are oppressed.
So too are the people of Judah.
All those who took them captive are holding them prisoners.
They refuse to set them free.
34But the one whowill rescue them is strong.
He is known as the LORD who rules over all.
He will strongly champion their cause.
As a result he will bring peace and rest to the earth,
but trouble and turmoil to the people who inhabit Babylonia.
35 “Destructive forces will come against the Babylonians,” says the LORD.
“They will come against the people who inhabit Babylonia,
against her leaders and hermen of wisdom.
36Destructive forces will come against her false prophets;
they will be shown to be fools!
Destructive forces will come against her soldiers;
they will be filled with terror!
37Destructive forces will come against her horses and her chariots.
Destructive forces will come against all the foreign troops within her;
they will be as frightened as women!
Destructive forces will come against her treasures;
they will be taken away as plunder!
38A drought will come upon her land;
her rivers and canals will be dried up.
All of this will happen because her land is filled with idols.
Her people act like madmen because of those idols they fear.
39Therefore desert creatures and jackals will live there.
Ostriches will dwell in it too.
But no people will ever live there again.
No one will dwell there for all time to come.
40 I will destroy Babylonia just like I did
Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighboring towns.
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No one will live there.
No human being will settle in it,”
says the LORD.
41 “Look! An army is about to come from the north.
Amighty nation andmany kings are stirring into action
in faraway parts of the earth.
42 Its soldiers are armedwith bows and spears.
They are cruel and show nomercy.
They sound like the roaring sea
as they ride forth on their horses.
Lined up in formation like men going into battle,
they are coming against you, fair Babylon!
43The king of Babylon will become paralyzed with fear
when he hears news of their coming.
Anguish will grip him,
agony like that of a woman giving birth to a baby.
44 “A lion coming up from the thick undergrowth along the Jordan
scatters the sheep in the pastureland around it.
So too I will chase the Babylonians off of their land.
Then I will appoint over it whomever I choose.
For there is no one like me.
There is no one who can call me to account.
There is no ruler that can stand up against me.
45 So listen to what I, the LORD, have planned against Babylon,
what I intend to do to the people who inhabit the land of Babylonia.
Their little ones will be dragged off.
I will completely destroy their land because of what they have done.
46The people of the earth will quake when they hear Babylon has been captured.
Her cries of anguish will be heard by the other nations.”

51
1The LORD says,
“I will cause a destructive wind to blow
against Babylon and the people who inhabit Babylonia.
2 I will send people to winnow Babylonia like a wind blowing away chaff.
They will winnow her and strip her land bare.
This will happen when they come against her from every direction,
when it is time to destroy her.
3Do not give her archers time to string their bows
or to put on their coats of armor.
Do not spare any of her youngmen.
Completely destroy her whole army.
4Let them fall slain in the land of Babylonia,
mortally wounded in the streets of her cities.
5 “For Israel and Judah will not be forsaken
by their God, the LORD who rules over all.
For the land of Babylonia is full of guilt
against the Holy One of Israel.
6Get out of Babylonia quickly, you foreign people.
Flee to save your lives.
Do not let yourselves be killed because of her sins.
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For it is time for the LORD to wreak his revenge.
He will pay Babylonia back for what she has done.
7Babylonia had been a gold cup in the LORD’s hand.
She hadmade the whole world drunk.
The nations had drunk from the wine of her wrath.
So they have all gonemad.
8But suddenly Babylonia will fall and be destroyed.
Cry out in mourning over it!
Get medicine for her wounds!
Perhaps she can be healed!
9Foreigners living there will say,
‘We tried to heal her, but she could not be healed.
Let’s leave Babylonia and each go back to his own country.
For judgment on her will be vast in its proportions.
It will be like it is piled up to heaven, stacked up into the clouds.’
10The exiles from Judahwill say,
‘The LORD|strong="H3069" has brought about a great deliverance for us!
Come on, let’s go and proclaim in Zion
what the LORD|strong="H3069" our God has done!’
11 “Sharpen your arrows!
Fill your quivers!
The LORD will arouse a spirit of hostility in the kings of Media.
For he intends to destroy Babylonia.
For that is how the LORD will get his revenge –
how hewill get his revenge for the Babylonians’ destruction of his temple.
12Give the signal to attack Babylon’s wall!
Bringmore guards!
Post them all around the city!
Put men in ambush!
For the LORD will do what he has planned.
He will do what he said he would do to the people of Babylon.
13 “Youwho live along the rivers of Babylon,
the time of your end has come.
You who are rich in plundered treasure,
it is time for your lives to be cut off.
14The LORD who rules over all has solemnly sworn,
‘I will fill your land with enemy soldiers.
They will swarm over it like locusts.
They will raise up shouts of victory over it.’
15He is the one who by his powermade the earth.
He is the one who by his wisdom fixed the world in place,
by his understanding he spread out the heavens.
16When his voice thunders, the waters in the heavens roar.
Hemakes the clouds rise from the far-off horizons.
Hemakes the lightning flash out in themidst of the rain.
He unleashes the wind from the places where he stores it.
17All idolaters will prove to be stupid and ignorant.
Every goldsmith will be disgraced by the idol hemade.
For the image he forges is merely a sham.
There is no breath in any of those idols.
18They are worthless, objects to be ridiculed.
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When the time comes to punish them, they will be destroyed.
19The LORD, who is the portion|strong="H2506" of the descendants of Jacob, is not like

them.
For he is the one who created everything,
including the people of Israel whom he claims as his own.
He is known as the LORD who rules over all.
20 “Babylon, you aremywar club,
myweapon for battle.
I used you to smash nations.
I used you to destroy kingdoms.
21 I used you to smash horses and their riders.
I used you to smash chariots and their drivers.
22 I used you to smashmen andwomen.
I used you to smash oldmen and youngmen.
I used you to smash youngmen and young women.
23 I used you to smash shepherds and their flocks.
I used you to smash farmers and their teams of oxen.
I used you to smash governors and leaders.”
24 “But I will repay Babylon
and all who live in Babylonia
for all the wicked things they did in Zion
right before the eyes of you Judeans,”
says the LORD.
25The LORD says, “Beware! I am opposed to you, Babylon!
You are like a destructive mountain that destroys all the earth.
I will unleashmy power against you;
I will roll you off the cliffs andmake you like a burned-out mountain.
26No one will use any of your stones as a cornerstone.
No one will use any of them in the foundation of his house.
For you will lie desolate forever,”
says the LORD.
27 “Raise up battle flags throughout the lands.
Sound the trumpets calling the nations to do battle.
Prepare the nations to do battle against Babylonia.
Call for these kingdoms to attack her:
Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz.
Appoint a commander to lead the attack.
Send horses against her like a swarm of locusts.
28Prepare the nations to do battle against her.
Prepare the kings of the Medes.
Prepare their governors and all their leaders.
Prepare all the countries they rule to do battle against her.
29The earth will tremble and writhe in agony.
For the LORD will carry out his plan.
He plans to make the land of Babylonia
a wasteland where no one lives.
30The soldiers of Babylonia will stop fighting.
They will remain in their fortified cities.
They will lose their strength to do battle.
They will be as frightened as women.
The houses in her cities will be set on fire.
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The gates of her cities will be broken down.
31One runner after another will come to the king of Babylon.
Onemessenger after another will come bringing news.
They will bring news to the king of Babylon
that his whole city has been captured.
32They will report that the fords have been captured,
the reedmarshes have been burned,
the soldiers are terrified.
33For the LORD God of Israel who rules over all says,
‘Fair Babylon will be like a threshing floor
which has been trampled flat for harvest.
The time for her to be cut down and harvested
will come very soon.’
34 “King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
devouredme and drovemy people out.
Like amonster from the deep he swallowedme.
He filled his belly withmy riches.
Hemademe an empty dish.
He completely cleanedme out.”
35The person who lives in Zion says,
“May Babylon pay for the violence done to me and tomy relatives.”
Jerusalem says,
“May those living in Babylonia pay for the bloodshed of my people.”
36Therefore the LORD says,
“I will stand up for your cause.
I will pay the Babylonians back for what they have done to you.
I will dry up their sea.
I will make their springs run dry.
37Babylon will become a heap of ruins.
Jackals will make their home there.
It will become an object of horror and of hissing scorn,
a place where no one lives.
38The Babylonians are all like lions roaring for prey.
They are like lion cubs growling for something to eat.
39When their appetites are all stirred up,
I will set out a banquet for them.
I will make them drunk
so that they will pass out,
they will fall asleep forever,
they will never wake up,”
says the LORD.
40 “I will lead them off to be slaughtered
like lambs, rams, andmale goats.”
41 “See how Babylon has been captured!
See how the pride of the whole earth has been taken!
See what an object of horror
Babylon has become among the nations!
42The sea has swept over Babylon.
She has been covered by amultitude of its waves.
43The towns of Babylonia have become heaps of ruins.
She has become a dry and barren desert.
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No one lives in those towns anymore.
No one even passes through them.
44 I will punish the god Bel in Babylon.
I will make him spit out what he has swallowed.
The nations will not come streaming to him any longer.
Indeed, the walls of Babylon will fall.”
45 “Get out of Babylon, my people!
Flee to save your lives
from the fierce anger of the LORD!
46Do not lose your courage or become afraid
because of the reports that are heard in the land.
For a report will come in one year.
Another report will follow it in the next.
There will be violence in the land
with ruler fighting against ruler.”
47 “So the time will certainly come
when I will punish the idols of Babylon.
Her whole land will be put to shame.
All her mortally wounded will collapse in her midst.
48Then heaven and earth and all that is in them
will sing for joy over Babylon.
For destroyers from the north will attack it,”
says the LORD.
49 “Babylonmust fall
because of the Israelites she has killed,
just as the earth’s mortally wounded fell
because of Babylon.
50Youwho have escaped the sword,
go, do not delay.
Remember the LORD in a faraway land.
Think about Jerusalem.
51 ‘We are ashamed because we have been insulted.
Our faces show our disgrace.
For foreigners have invaded
the holy rooms in the LORD’s temple.’
52Yes, but the time will certainly come,” says the LORD,
“when I will punish her idols.
Throughout her land themortally wounded will groan.
53Even if Babylon climbs high into the sky
and fortifies her elevated stronghold,
I will send destroyers against her,”
says the LORD.
54Cries of anguish will come from Babylon,
the sound of great destruction from the land of the Babylonians.
55For the LORD is ready to destroy Babylon,
and put an end to her loud noise.
Their waves will roar like turbulent waters.
They will make a deafening noise.
56For a destroyer is attacking Babylon.
Her warriors will be captured;
their bows will be broken.
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For the LORD is a God who punishes;
he pays back in full.
57 “I will make her officials and wise men drunk,
along with her governors, leaders, and warriors.
They will fall asleep forever and never wake up,”
says the King whose name is the LORD who rules over all.
58This is what the LORD who rules over all says,
“Babylon’s thick wall will be completely demolished.
Her high gates will be set on fire.
The peoples strive for what does not satisfy.
The nations growweary trying to get what will be destroyed.”

59 This is the order Jeremiah the prophet gave to Seraiah son of Neriah, son of
Mahseiah, when he went to King Zedekiah of Judah in Babylon during the fourth year
of his reign. (Seraiah was a quartermaster.)

60 Jeremiah recorded on one scroll all the judgments that would come upon Babylon
– all these prophecies written about Babylon.

61 Then Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon, make sure you read
aloud all these prophecies.

62 Then say, ‘O LORD, you have announced that you will destroy this place so that no
people or animals live in it any longer. Certainly it will lie desolate forever!’

63 When you finish reading this scroll aloud, tie a stone to it and throw it into the
middle of the Euphrates River.

64 Then say, ‘In the same way Babylon will sink and never rise again because of the
judgments I am ready to bring upon her; they will grow faint.’ ”
The prophecies of Jeremiah end here.

52
1Zedekiahwas twenty-one years oldwhenhebecameking, andhe ruled in Jerusalem

for eleven years. His mother’s namewas Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah, from Libnah.
2He did what displeased the LORD just as Jehoiakim had done.
3What follows is a record of what happened to Jerusalem and Judah because of the

LORD’s angerwhen he drove themout of his sight. Zedekiah rebelled against the king of
Babylon.

4King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came against Jerusalemwith his whole army and
set up camp outside it. They built siege ramps all around it. He arrived on the tenth day
of the tenthmonth in the ninth year that Zedekiah ruled over Judah.

5The city remained under siege until Zedekiah’s eleventh year.
6 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine in the city was so severe the

residents had no food.
7They broke through the city walls, and all the soldiers tried to escape. They left the

city during the night. Theywent through the gate between the twowalls that is near the
king’s garden. (The Babylonians had the city surrounded.) Then they headed for the
Jordan Valley.

8But the Babylonian army chased after the king. They caught upwith Zedekiah in the
plains of Jericho, and his entire army deserted him.

9 They captured him and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the
territory of Hamath and he passed sentence on him there.

10The king of Babylon had Zedekiah’s sons put to deathwhile Zedekiahwas forced to
watch. He also had all the nobles of Judah put to death there at Riblah.
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11 He had Zedekiah’s eyes put out and had him bound in chains. Then the king of
Babylon had him led off to Babylon and he was imprisoned there until the day he died.

12On the tenth day of the fifthmonth, in the nineteenth year of KingNebuchadnezzar
of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the royal guard who served the king of
Babylon, arrived in Jerusalem.

13 He burned down the LORD’s temple, the royal palace, and all the houses in
Jerusalem, including every large house.

14 The whole Babylonian army that came with the captain of the royal guard tore
down the walls that surrounded Jerusalem.

15Nebuzaradan, the captain of the royal guard, took into exile some of the poor, the
rest of the peoplewho remained in the city, thosewho had deserted to him, and the rest
of the craftsmen.

16But he left behind some of the poor and gave them fields and vineyards.
17The Babylonians broke the two bronze pillars in the temple of the LORD, as well as

the movable stands and the large bronze basin called the “The Sea.” They took all the
bronze to Babylon.

18They also took the pots, shovels, trimming shears, basins, pans, and all the bronze
utensils used by the priests.

19The captain of the royal guard took the gold and silver bowls, censers, basins, pots,
lampstands, pans, and vessels.

20 The bronze of the items that King Solomon made for the LORD’s temple (including
the two pillars, the large bronze basin called “The Sea,” the twelve bronze bulls under
“The Sea,” and themovable stands ) was too heavy to be weighed.

21 Each of the pillars was about 27 feet high, about 18 feet in circumference, three
inches thick, and hollow.

22Thebronze top of one pillarwas about seven andone-half feet high andhadbronze
latticework and pomegranate-shaped ornaments all around it. The second pillar with
its pomegranate-shaped ornaments was like it.

23 There were ninety-six pomegranate-shaped ornaments on the sides; in all there
were one hundred pomegranate-shaped ornaments over the latticework that went
around it.

24 The captain of the royal guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the priest
who was second in rank, and the three doorkeepers.

25 From the city he took an official who was in charge of the soldiers, seven of the
king’s advisers whowere discovered in the city, an official army secretary who drafted
citizens formilitary service, and sixty citizenswhowere discovered in themiddle of the
city.

26Nebuzaradan, the captain of the royal guard, took them and brought them to the
king of Babylon at Riblah.

27 The king of Babylon ordered them to be executed at Riblah in the territory of
Hamath.
So Judah was taken into exile away from its land.
28Here is the official record of the number of people Nebuchadnezzar carried into

exile: In the seventh year, 3,023 Jews;
29 in Nebuchadnezzar’s eighteenth year, 832 people from Jerusalem;
30 in Nebuchadnezzar’s twenty-third year, Nebuzaradan, the captain of the royal

guard, carried into exile 745 Judeans. In all 4,600 people went into exile.

Jehoiachin in Exile
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31 In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of King Jehoiachin of Judah, on the twenty-
fifth day of the twelfth month, Evil-Merodach, in the first year of his reign, pardoned
King Jehoiachin of Judah and released him from prison.

32He spoke kindly to him and gave him a more prestigious position than the other
kings whowere with him in Babylon.

33 Jehoiachin took off his prison clothes and ate daily in the king’s presence for the
rest of his life.

34Hewas given daily provisions by the king of Babylon for the rest of his life until the
day he died.
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Lamentations
The Prophet Speaks:
א (Alef)

1Alas! The city once full of people
now sits all alone!
The prominent lady among the nations
has become a widow!
The princess who once ruled the provinces
has become a forced laborer!

ב (Bet)
2 She weeps bitterly at night;
tears stream down her cheeks.
She has no one to comfort her
among all her lovers.
All her friends have betrayed her;
they have become her enemies.

ג (Gimel)
3 Judah has departed into exile
under affliction and harsh oppression.
She lives among the nations;
she has found no resting place.
All who pursued her overtook her
in narrow straits.

ד (Dalet)
4The roads to Zionmourn
because no one travels to the festivals.
All her city gates are deserted;
her priests groan.
Her virgins grieve;
she is in bitter anguish!

ה (He)
5Her foes subjugated her;
her enemies are at ease.
For the LORD afflicted her
because of her many acts of rebellion.
Her children went away
captive before the enemy.

ו (Vav)
6All of Daughter Zion’s splendor
has departed.
Her leaders became like deer;
they found no pasture,
so they were too exhausted to escape
from the hunter.

ז (Zayin)
7 Jerusalem remembers,
when she became a poor homeless person,
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all her treasures
that she owned in days of old.
When her people fell into an enemy’s grip,
none of her allies came to her rescue.
Her enemies gloated over her;
they sneered at her downfall.

ח (Khet)
8 Jerusalem committed terrible sin;
therefore she became an object of scorn.
All who admired her have despised her
because they have seen her nakedness.
She groans aloud
and turns away in shame.

ט (Tet)
9Hermenstrual flow has soiled her clothing;
she did not consider the consequences of her sin.
Her demise was astonishing,
and there was no one to comfort her.
She cried, “Look, O LORD, onmy affliction
becausemy enemy boasts!”

י (Yod)
10An enemy grabbed
all her valuables.
Indeed she watched in horror as Gentiles
invaded her holy temple –
those whom you had commanded:
“Theymust not enter your assembly place.”

כ (Kaf)
11All her people groaned
as they searched for amorsel of bread.
They exchanged their valuables
for just enough food
to stay alive.

Jerusalem Speaks:
“Look, O LORD! Consider
that I have becomeworthless!”

ל (Lamed)
12 Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by on the road?
Look and see!
Is there any pain like mine?
The Lord has afflictedme,
he has inflicted it onme
when he burned with anger.

מ (Mem)
13He sent down fire
into my bones, and it overcame them.
He spread out a trapper’s net for my feet;
he mademe turn back.
He has mademe desolate;
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I am faint all day long.
נ (Nun)

14My sins are bound aroundmy neck like a yoke;
they are fastened together by his hand.
He has placed his yoke onmy neck;
he has sappedmy strength.
The Lord has handedme over
to those whom I cannot resist.

ס (Samek)
15He rounded up all mymighty ones;
The Lord did this in mymidst.
He summoned an assembly against me
to shatter my youngmen.
The Lord has stomped like grapes
the virgin daughter, Judah.

ע (Ayin)
16 I weep because of these things;
my eyes flowwith tears.
For there is no one in sight who can comfort me
or encourageme.
My children are desolated
because an enemy has prevailed.

The Prophet Speaks:
פ (Pe)

17Zion spread out her hands,
but there is no one to comfort her.
The LORD has issued a|strong="H6680" decree against Jacob;
his neighbors have become his enemies.
Jerusalem has become
like filthy garbage in their midst.

Jerusalem Speaks:
צ (Tsade)

18The LORD is right to judgeme!
Yes, I rebelled against his commands.
Please listen, all you nations,
and look at my suffering!
My young women andmen
have gone into exile.

ק (Qof)
19 I called for my lovers,
but they had deceivedme.
My priests andmy elders
perished in the city.
Truly they had searched for food
to keep themselves alive.

ר (Resh)
20Look, O LORD! I am distressed;
my stomach is in knots!
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My heart is pounding insideme.
Yes, I was terribly rebellious!
Out in the street the sword bereaves amother of her children;
Inside the house death is present.

ש (Sin/Shin)
21They have heard that I groan,
yet there is no one to comfort me.
All my enemies have heard of my trouble;
they are glad that you have brought it about.
Bring about the day of judgment that you promised
so that theymay end up like me!

ת (Tav)
22Let all their wickedness come before you;
afflict them
just as you have afflictedme
because of all my acts of rebellion.
For my groans are many,
andmy heart is sick with sorrow.

2
א (Alef)

1Alas! The Lord has covered
Daughter Zion with his anger.
He has thrown down the splendor of Israel
from heaven to earth;
he did not protect his temple
when he displayed his anger.

ב (Bet)
2The Lord destroyedmercilessly
all the homes of Jacob’s descendants.
In his anger he tore down
the fortified cities of Daughter Judah.
He knocked to the ground and humiliated
the kingdom and its rulers.

ג (Gimel)
3 In fierce anger he destroyed
the whole army of Israel.
He withdrew his right hand
as the enemy attacked.
He was like a raging fire in the land of Jacob;
it consumed everything around it.

ד (Dalet)
4He prepared his bow like an enemy;
his right handwas ready to shoot.
Like a foe he killed everyone,
even our strong youngmen;
he has poured out his anger like fire
on the tent of Daughter Zion.

ה (He)
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5The Lord, like an enemy,
destroyed Israel.
He destroyed all her palaces;
he ruined her fortified cities.
Hemade everyone in Daughter Judah
mourn and lament.

ו (Vav)
6He destroyed his temple as if it were a vineyard;
he destroyed his appointedmeeting place.
The LORD has made those in Zion forget
both the festivals and the Sabbaths.
In his fierce anger he has spurned
both king and priest.

ז (Zayin)
7The Lord rejected his altar
and abhorred his temple.
He handed over to the enemy
her palace walls;
the enemy shouted in the LORD’S temple
as if it were a feast day.

ח (Khet)
8The LORD was determined to tear down
Daughter Zion’s wall.
He prepared to knock it down;
he did not withdraw his hand from destroying.
Hemade the ramparts and fortified walls lament;
together theymourned their ruin.

ט (Tet)
9Her city gates have fallen to the ground;
he smashed to bits the bars that lock her gates.
Her king and princes were taken into exile;
there is nomore guidance available.
As for her prophets,
they no longer receive a vision from the LORD.

י (Yod)
10The elders of Daughter Zion
sit on the ground in silence.
They have thrown dirt on their heads;
They have dressed in sackcloth.
Jerusalem’s young women stare down at the ground.

כ (Kaf)
11My eyes are worn out fromweeping;
my stomach is in knots.
My heart is poured out on the ground
due to the destruction of my helpless people;
children and infants faint
in the town squares.

ל (Lamed)
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12Children say to their mothers,
“Where are food and drink?”
They faint like a wounded warrior
in the city squares.
They die slowly
in their mothers’ arms.

מ (Mem)
13With what can I equate you?
To what can I compare you, O Daughter Jerusalem?
To what can I liken you
so that I might comfort you, O Virgin Daughter Zion?
Your wound is as deep as the sea.
Who can heal you?

נ (Nun)
14Your prophets saw visions for you
that were worthless lies.
They failed to expose your sin
so as to restore your fortunes.
They saw oracles for you
that were worthless lies.

ס (Samek)
15All who passed by on the road
clapped their hands to mock you.
They sneered and shook their heads
at Daughter Jerusalem.
“Ha! Is this the city they called
‘The perfection of beauty,
the source of joy of the whole earth!’?”

פ (Pe)
16All your enemies
gloated over you.
They sneered and gnashed their teeth;
they said, “We have destroyed her!
Ha! We have waited a long time for this day.
We have lived to see it!”

ע (Ayin)
17The LORD has done what he planned;
he has fulfilled his promise
that he threatened long ago:
He has overthrown youwithout mercy
and has enabled the enemy to gloat over you;
he has exalted your adversaries’ power.

צ (Tsade)
18Cry out from your heart to the Lord,
O wall of Daughter Zion!
Make your tears flow like a river
all day and all night long!
Do not rest;
do not let your tears stop!
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ק (Qof)
19Get up! Cry out in the night
when the night watches start!
Pour out your heart like water
before the face of the Lord!
Lift up your hands to him
for your children’s lives;
they are fainting
at every street corner.

Jerusalem Speaks:
ר (Resh)

20Look, O LORD|strong="H5027"! Consider!
Whom have you ever afflicted like this?
Should women eat their offspring,
their healthy infants?
Should priest and prophet
be killed in the Lord’s sanctuary?

ש (Sin/Shin)
21The young boys and oldmen
lie dead on the ground in the streets.
My young women andmy youngmen
have fallen by the sword.
You killed themwhen youwere angry;
you slaughtered themwithout mercy.

ת (Tav)
22As if it were a feast day, you call
enemies to terrify me on every side.
On the day of the Lord’s anger
no one escaped or survived.
My enemy has finished off
those healthy infants whom I bore and raised.

3
א (Alef) |strong="H0589"

1 I am themanwho has experienced affliction
from the rod of his wrath.
2He droveme into captivity andmademewalk
in darkness and not light.
3He repeatedly attacks me,
he turns his hand against me all day long.

ב (Bet)
4He hasmademymortal skin waste away;
he has brokenmy bones.
5He has besieged and surroundedme
with bitter hardship.
6He hasmademe reside in deepest darkness
like those who died long ago.

ג (Gimel)
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7He has walledme in so that I cannot get out;
he has weightedme downwith heavy prison chains.
8Also, when I cry out desperately for help,
he has shut out my prayer.
9He has blocked every road I take with a wall of hewn stones;
he has made every path impassable.

ד (Dalet)
10Tome he is like a bear lying in ambush,
like a hidden lion stalking its prey.
11He has obstructedmy paths and tornme to pieces;
he has mademe desolate.
12He drew his bow andmademe
the target for his arrow.

ה (He)
13He shot his arrows
into my heart.
14 I have become the laughingstock of all people,
their mocking song all day long.
15He has givenmemy fill of bitter herbs
andmademe drunk with bitterness.

ו (Vav)
16He groundmy teeth in gravel;
he trampledme in the dust.
17 I am deprived of peace;
I have forgotten what happiness is.
18 So I said, “My endurance has expired;
I have lost all hope of deliverance from the LORD.”

ז (Zayin)
19Remembermy impoverished and homeless condition,
which is a bitter poison.
20 I continually think about this,
and I am depressed.
21But this I call to mind;
therefore I have hope:

ח (Khet)
22The LORD’s loyal kindness never ceases;
his compassions never end.
23They are fresh everymorning;
your faithfulness is abundant!
24 “My portion is the Lord,” I have said to myself,
so I will put my hope in him.

ט (Tet)
25The LORD is good to those who trust in him,
to the one who seeks him.
26 It is good to wait patiently
for deliverance from the LORD.
27 It is good for aman
to bear the yoke while he is young.

י (Yod)
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28Let a person sit alone in silence,
when the LORD is disciplining him.
29Let him bury his face in the dust;
perhaps there is hope.
30Let him offer his cheek to the one who hits him;
let him have his fill of insults.

כ (Kaf)
31For the Lord will not
reject us forever.
32Though he causes us grief, he then has compassion on us
according to the abundance of his loyal kindness.
33For he is not predisposed to afflict
or to grieve people.

ל (Lamed)
34To crush underfoot
all the earth’s prisoners,
35 to deprive a person of his rights
in the presence of the Most High,
36 to defraud a person in a lawsuit –
the Lord does not approve of such things!

מ (Mem)
37Whose commandwas ever fulfilled
unless the Lord decreed it?
38 Is it not from themouth of the Most High that everything comes –
both calamity and blessing?
39Why should any living person complain
when punished for his sins?

נ (Nun)
40Let us carefully examine our ways,
and let us return to the LORD.
41Let us lift up our hearts and our hands
to God in heaven:
42 “We have blatantly rebelled;
you have not forgiven.”

ס (Samek)
43You shrouded yourself with anger and then pursued us;
you killed without mercy.
44You shrouded yourself with a cloud
so that no prayer can get through.
45Youmake us like filthy scum
in the estimation of the nations.

פ (Pe)
46All our enemies have gloated over us;
47Panic and pitfall have come upon us,
devastation and destruction.
48 Streams of tears flow frommy eyes
becausemy people are destroyed.

ע (Ayin)
49Tears flow frommy eyes and will not stop;
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there will be no break
50until the LORD looks down from heaven
and sees what has happened.
51Whatmy eyes see grieves me –
all the suffering of the daughters in my city.

צ (Tsade)
52For no good reasonmy enemies
huntedme down like a bird.
53They shut me up in a pit
and threw stones at me.
54The waters closed over my head;
I thought I was about to die.

ק (Qof)
55 I have called on your name, O LORD,
from the deepest pit.
56You heardmy plea:
“Do not close your ears to my cry for relief!”
57You came near on the day I called to you;
you said, “Do not fear!”

ר (Resh)
58O Lord, you championedmy cause,
you redeemedmy life.
59You have seen the wrong done to me, O LORD;
pronounce judgment onmy behalf!
60You have seen all their vengeance,
all their plots against me.

ש (Sin/Shin)
61You have heard their taunts, O LORD,
all their plots against me.
62My assailants revile and conspire
against me all day long.
63Watch them frommorning to evening;
I am the object of their mocking songs.

ת (Tav)
64Pay them back what they deserve, O LORD,
according to what they have done.
65Give them a distraught heart;
may your curse be on them!
66Pursue them in anger and eradicate them
from under the LORD’S heaven.

4
א (Alef)

1Alas! Gold has lost its luster;
pure gold loses value.
Jewels are scattered
on every street corner.

ב (Bet)
2The precious sons of Zion
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were worth their weight in gold –
Alas! – but now they are treated like broken clay pots,
made by a potter.

ג (Gimel)
3Even the jackals nurse their young
at their breast,
but my people are cruel,
like ostriches in the desert.

ד (Dalet)
4The infant’s tongue sticks
to the roof of its mouth due to thirst;
little children beg for bread,
but no one gives them even amorsel.

ה (He)
5Those who once feasted on delicacies
are now starving to death in the streets.
Those who grew upwearing expensive clothes
are now dying amid garbage.

ו (Vav)
6The punishment of my people
exceeded that of of Sodom,
which was overthrown in amoment
with no one to help her.

ז (Zayin)
7Her consecrated ones were brighter than snow,
whiter thanmilk;
their bodies more ruddy than corals,
their hair like lapis lazuli.

ח (Khet)
8Now their appearance is darker than soot;
they are not recognized in the streets.
Their skin has shriveled on their bones;
it is dried up, like tree bark.

ט (Tet)
9Those who died by the sword are better off
than those who die of hunger,
those whowaste away,
struck down from lack of food.

י (Yod)
10The hands of tenderhearted women
cooked their own children,
who became their food,
whenmy people were destroyed.

כ (Kaf)
11The LORD fully vented his wrath;
he poured out his fierce anger.
He started a fire in Zion;
it consumed her foundations.
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ל (Lamed)
12Neither the kings of the earth
nor the people of the lands ever thought
that enemy or foe would enter
the gates of Jerusalem.

מ (Mem)
13But it happened due to the sins of her prophets
and the iniquities of her priests,
who poured out in her midst
the blood of the righteous.

נ (Nun)
14They wander blindly through the streets,
defiled by the blood they shed,
while no one dares
to touch their garments.

ס (Samek)
15People cry to them, “Turn away! You are unclean!
Turn away! Turn away! Don’t touch us!”
So they have fled andwander about;
but the nations say, “Theymay not stay here any longer.”

פ (Pe)
16The LORD himself has scattered them;
he no longer watches over them.
They did not honor the priests;
they did not show favor to the elders.

The People of Jerusalem Lament:
ע (Ayin)

17Our eyes continually failed us
as we looked in vain for help.
From our watchtowers wewatched
for a nation that could not rescue us.

צ (Tsade)
18Our enemies hunted us down at every step
so that we could not walk about in our streets.
Our end drew near, our days were numbered,
for our end had come!

ק (Qof)
19Those who pursued us were swifter
than eagles in the sky.
They chased us over themountains;
they ambushed us in the wilderness.

ר (Resh)
20Our very life breath – the LORD’s anointed king –
was caught in their traps,
of whomwe thought,
“Under his protection wewill survive among the nations.”

The Prophet Speaks:
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ש (Sin/Shin)
21Rejoice and be glad for now, O people of Edom,
who reside in the land of Uz.
But the cup of judgment will pass to you also;
you will get drunk and take off your clothes.

ת (Tav)
22O people of Zion, your punishment will come to an end;
he will not prolong your exile.
But, O people of Edom, he will punish your sin
and reveal your offenses!

5
1O LORD, reflect on what has happened to us;
consider and look at our disgrace.
2Our inheritance is turned over to strangers;
foreigners now occupy our homes.
3We have become fatherless orphans;
our mothers have becomewidows.
4Wemust paymoney for our ownwater;
wemust buy our ownwood at a steep price.
5We are pursued – they are breathing down our necks;
we are weary and have no rest.
6We have submitted to Egypt and Assyria
in order to buy food to eat.
7Our forefathers sinned and are dead,
but we suffer their punishment.
8 Slaves rule over us;
there is no one to rescue us from their power.
9At the risk of our lives we get our food
because robbers lurk in the countryside.
10Our skin is hot as an oven
due to a fever from hunger.
11They raped women in Zion,
virgins in the towns of Judah.
12Princes were hung by their hands;
elders weremistreated.
13The youngmen performmenial labor;
boys stagger from their labor.
14The elders are gone from the city gate;
the youngmen have stopped playing their music.
15Our hearts no longer have any joy;
our dancing is turned to mourning.
16The crown has fallen from our head;
woe to us, for we have sinned!
17Because of this, our hearts are sick;
because of these things, we can hardly see through our tears.
18For wild animals are prowling over Mount Zion,
which lies desolate.
19But you, O LORD|strong="H3069", reign forever;
your throne endures from generation to generation.
20Why do you keep on forgetting us?
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Why do you forsake us so long?
21Bring us back to yourself, O LORD, so that wemay return to you;
renew our life as in days before,
22unless you have utterly rejected us
and are angry with us beyondmeasure.
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Ezekiel
AVision of God’s Glory

1 In the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while I was among the
exiles at the Kebar River, the heavens opened and I saw a divine vision.

2 (On the fifth day of themonth – it was the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s exile –
3 theword of the LORD came to the priest Ezekiel the son of Buzi, at the Kebar River in

the land of the Babylonians. The hand of the LORD came on him there).
4 As I watched, I noticed a windstorm coming from the north – an enormous cloud,

with lightning flashing, such that bright light rimmed it and came from it like glowing
amber from themiddle of a fire.

5 In the fire were what looked like four living beings. In their appearance they had
human form,

6but each had four faces and four wings.
7 Their legs were straight, but the soles of their feet were like calves’ feet. They

gleamed like polished bronze.
8 They had human hands under their wings on their four sides. As for the faces and

wings of the four of them,
9 their wings touched each other; they did not turn as they moved, but went straight

ahead.
10 Their faces had this appearance: Each of the four had the face of a man, with the

face of a lion on the right, the face of an ox on the left and also the face of an eagle.
11 Their wings were spread out above them; each had two wings touching the wings

of one of the other beings on either side and twowings covering their bodies.
12Eachmoved straight ahead –wherever the spirit would go, they would go, without

turning as they went.
13 In the middle of the living beings was something like burning coals of fire or like

torches. It moved back and forth among the living beings. It was bright, and lightning
was flashing out of the fire.

14The living beings moved backward and forward as quickly as flashes of lightning.
15Then I looked, and I saw one wheel on the ground beside each of the four beings.
16The appearance of thewheels and their constructionwas like gleaming jasper, and

all four wheels looked alike. Their structure was like a wheel within a wheel.
17When they moved they would go in any of the four directions they faced without

turning as theymoved.
18Their rimswerehigh andawesome, and the rims of all fourwheelswere full of eyes

all around.
19 When the living beings moved, the wheels beside them moved; when the living

beings rose up from the ground, the wheels rose up too.
20Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, and the wheels would rise up beside

them because the spirit of the living being was in the wheel.
21When the living beingsmoved, thewheelsmoved, andwhen they stoppedmoving,

the wheels stopped. When they rose up from the ground, the wheels rose up from the
ground; thewheels rose up beside thembecause the spirit of the living beingwas in the
wheel.

22 Over the heads of the living beings was something like a platform, glittering
awesomely like ice, stretched out over their heads.

23Under the platform their wings were stretched out, each toward the other. Each of
the beings also had twowings covering its body.
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24When theymoved, I heard the soundof theirwings – itwas like the soundof rushing
waters, or thevoiceof theAlmighty, or the tumult of anarmy. When they stood still, they
lowered their wings.

25Then there was a voice from above the platform over their heads when they stood
still.

26Above the platform over their heads was something like a sapphire shaped like a
throne. High above on the throne was a form that appeared to be aman.

27 I saw an amber glow like a fire enclosed all around from his waist up. From his
waist down I saw something that looked like fire. There was a brilliant light around it,

28 like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds after the rain. This was the
appearance of the surrounding brilliant light; it looked like the glory of the LORD. When
I saw it, I threwmyself face down, and I heard a voice speaking.

2
1He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet and I will speak with you.”
2As he spoke to me, a wind came into me and stood me on my feet, and I heard the

one speaking to me.
3He said to me, “Son of man, I am sending you to the house of Israel, to rebellious

nationswhohave rebelledagainstme; both theyand their fathershave revoltedagainst
me to this very day.

4Thepeople towhom I amsending you are obstinate andhard-hearted, and youmust
say to them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says.’

5And as for them, whether they listen or not – for they are a rebellious house – they
will know that a prophet has been among them.

6 But you, son of man, do not fear them, and do not fear their words – even though
briers and thorns surround you and you live among scorpions – do not fear theirwords
and do not be terrified of the looks they give you, for they are a rebellious house!

7Youmust speakmywords to themwhether they listen or not, for they are rebellious.
8 As for you, son of man, listen to what I am saying to you: Do not rebel like that

rebellious house! Open yourmouth and eat what I am giving you.”
9 Then I looked and realized a hand was stretched out to me, and in it was a written

scroll.
10He unrolled it before me, and it had writing on the front and back; written on it

were laments, mourning, and woe.

3
1He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you see in front of you – eat this scroll – and

then go and speak to the house of Israel.”
2 So I openedmymouth and he fedme the scroll.
3He said to me, “Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your belly with this scroll I

am giving to you.” So I ate it, and it was sweet like honey inmymouth.
4He said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speakmywords to them.
5For you are not being sent to a people of unintelligible speech anddifficult language,

but to the house of Israel –
6 not to many peoples of unintelligible speech and difficult language, whose words

you cannot understand – surely if I had sent you to them, they would listen to you!
7 But the house of Israel is unwilling to listen to you, because they are not willing to

listen to me, for the whole house of Israel is hard-headed and hard-hearted.
8 “I have made your face adamant to match their faces, and your forehead hard to

match their foreheads.
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9 I havemade your forehead harder than flint – like diamond! Do not fear them or be
terrified of the looks they give you, for they are a rebellious house.”

10And he said to me, “Son of man, take all my words that I speak to you to heart and
listen carefully.

11Go to the exiles, to your fellow countrymen, and speak to them – say to them, ‘This
is what the sovereign LORD says,’whether they pay attention or not.”

Ezekiel Before the Exiles
12Thenawind liftedmeupand Iheardagreat rumbling soundbehindmeas the glory

of the LORD rose from its place,
13and the soundof the livingbeings’wingsbrushingagainst eachother, and the sound

of the wheels alongside them, a great rumbling sound.
14Awind liftedme up and carriedme away. I went bitterly, my spirit full of fury, and

the hand of the LORD rested powerfully onme.
15 I came to the exiles at Tel Abib, who lived by the Kebar River. I sat dumbfounded

among them there, where they were living, for seven days.
16At the end of seven days the word of the LORD came tome:
17 “Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever

you hear a word frommymouth, youmust give them awarning fromme.
18When I say to the wicked, “You will certainly die,” and you do not warn him – you

do not speak out to warn the wicked to turn from his wicked deed and wicked lifestyle
so that he may live – that wicked person will die for his iniquity, but I will hold you
accountable for his death.

19But as for you, if you warn the wicked and he does not turn from his wicked deed
and from his wicked lifestyle, he will die for his iniquity but you will have saved your
own life.

20 “When a righteous person turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and
I set an obstacle before him, he will die. If you have not warned him, he will die for
his sin. The righteous deeds he performed will not be considered, but I will hold you
accountable for his death.

21However, if you warn the righteous person not to sin, and he does not sin, he will
certainly live because he was warned, and youwill have saved your own life.”

Isolated and Silenced
22 The hand of the LORD rested on me there, and he said to me, “Get up, go out to the

valley, and I will speak with you there.”
23So I got up andwent out to the valley, and the glory of the LORDwas standing there,

just like the glory I had seen by the Kebar River, and I threwmyself face down.
24 Then a wind came into me and stood me on my feet. The LORD spoke|

strong="H1696" to me and said, “Go shut yourself in your house.
25As for you, son of man, they will put ropes on you and tie you upwith them, so you

cannot go out among them.
26 Iwillmake your tongue stick to the roof of yourmouth so that youwill be silent and

unable to reprove them, for they are a rebellious house.
27 But when I speak with you, I will loosen your tongue and you must say to them,

‘This is what the sovereign LORD says.’ Those who listen will listen, but the indifferent
will refuse, for they are a rebellious house.

4
1 “And you, son of man, take a brick and set it in front of you. Inscribe a city on it –

Jerusalem.
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2Laysiege to it! Build siegeworksagainst it. Erecta siegerampagainst it! Post soldiers
outside it and station battering rams around it.

3Then for your part take an iron frying pan and set it up as an ironwall between you
and the city. Set your face toward it. It is to be under siege; you are to besiege it. This is
a sign for the house of Israel.

4 “Also for your part lie on your left side and place the iniquity of the house of Israel
on it. For the number of days you lie on your side you will bear their iniquity.

5 I havedetermined that thenumberof theyearsof their iniquityare tobe thenumber
of days for you – 390 days. So bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

6 “When you have completed these days, then lie down a second time, but on your
right side, and bear the iniquity of the house of Judah 40 days – I have assigned one day
for each year.

7 You must turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem with your arm bared and
prophesy against it.

8Look here, I will tie you upwith ropes, so you cannot turn from one side to the other
until you complete the days of your siege.

9 “As for you, take wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt, put them in a single
container, andmake food from them for yourself. For the samenumber of days that you
lie on your side – 390 days – you will eat it.

10The food you eatwill be eight ounces a day byweight; youmust eat it at fixed times.
11And youmust drink water bymeasure, a pint and a half; youmust drink it at fixed

times.
12And you must eat the food like you would a barley cake. You must bake it in front

of them over a firemade with dried human excrement.”
13 And the LORD said, “This is how the people of Israel will eat their unclean food

among the nations where I will banish them.”
14And I said, “Ah, sovereign LORD, I have never been ceremonially defiled before. I

havenever eaten a carcass or an animal tornbywild beasts; frommyyouthup, unclean
meat has never enteredmymouth.”

15 So he said to me, “All right then, I will substitute cow’s manure instead of human
excrement. You will cook your food over it.”

16 Then he said to me, “Son of man, I am about to remove the bread supply in
Jerusalem. They will eat their bread ration anxiously, and they will drink their water
ration in terror

17because theywill lack bread andwater. Each onewill be terrified, and theywill rot
for their iniquity.

5
1 “As for you, son of man, take a sharp sword and use it as a barber’s razor. Shave off

some of the hair from your head and your beard. Then take scales and divide up the
hair you cut off.

2Burna third of it in thefire inside the citywhen thedays of your siege are completed.
Take a third and slash itwith a sword all around the city. Scatter a third to thewind, and
I will unleash a sword behind them.

3But take a few strands of hair from those and tie them in the ends of your garment.
4 Again, take more of them and throw them into the fire, and burn them up. From

there a fire will spread to all the house of Israel.
5 “This is what the sovereign LORD says: This is Jerusalem; I placed her in the center

of the nations with countries all around her.
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6 Then she defied my regulations and my statutes, becoming more wicked than the
nations and the countries around her. Indeed, they have rejected my regulations, and
they do not followmy statutes.

7 “Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: Because you are more arrogant
than the nations around you, you have not followed my statutes and have not carried
outmy regulations. Youhavenot even carried out the regulations of thenations around
you!

8 “Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: I – even I – am against you, and I
will execute judgment among youwhile the nations watch.

9 I will do to youwhat I have never done before andwill never do again because of all
your abominable practices.

10Therefore fathers will eat their sons within you, Jerusalem, and sons will eat their
fathers. I will execute judgments on you, and I will scatter any survivors to the winds.

11 “Therefore, as surely as I live, says the sovereign LORD, because you defiled my
sanctuary with all your detestable idols and with all your abominable practices, I will
withdraw; my eye will not pity you, nor will I spare you.

12A third of your people will die of plague or be overcome by the famine within you.
A third of your people will fall by the sword surrounding you, and a third I will scatter
to the winds. I will unleash a sword behind them.

13 Then my anger will be fully vented; I will exhaust my rage on them, and I will be
appeased. Then theywill know that I, theLORD, have spoken inmy jealousywhen Ihave
fully ventedmy rage against them.

14 “I will make you desolate and an object of scorn among the nations around you, in
the sight of everyone who passes by.

15Youwill be an object of scorn and taunting, a prime example of destruction among
the nations around youwhen I execute judgments against you in anger and raging fury.
I, the LORD, have spoken!

16 I will shoot against themdeadly, destructive arrows of famine, which Iwill shoot to
destroy you. I will prolong a famine on you andwill remove the bread supply.

17 Iwill send famineandwildbeasts against youand theywill takeyour children from
you. Plague and bloodshedwill overwhelm you, and I will bring a sword against you. I,
the LORD, have spoken!”

6
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, turn toward themountains of Israel and prophesy against them:
3 Say, ‘Mountains of Israel, Hear the word of the sovereign LORD! This is what the

sovereign LORD says to themountains and the hills, to the ravines and the valleys: I am
bringing a sword against you, and I will destroy your high places.

4Your altars will be ruined and your incense altars will be broken. I will throw down
your slain in front of your idols.

5 I will place the corpses of the people of Israel in front of their idols, and I will scatter
your bones around your altars.

6 In all your dwellings, the cities will be laid waste and the high places ruined so that
your altars will be laid waste and ruined, your idols will be shattered and demolished,
your incense altars will be broken down, and your works wiped out.

7The slain will fall among you and then youwill know that I am the LORD.
8 “‘But I will spare some of you. Some will escape the sword when you are scattered

in foreign lands.
9 Then your survivors will remember me among the nations where they are exiled.

They will realize how I was crushed by their unfaithful heart which turned from me



Ezekiel 6:10 1041 Ezekiel 7:14

and by their eyes which lusted after their idols. They will loathe themselves because of
the evil they have done and because of all their abominable practices.

10 They will know that I am the LORD; my threats to bring this catastrophe on them
were not empty.’

11 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Clap your hands, stamp your feet, and say,
“Ah!” because of all the evil, abominable practices of the house of Israel, for they will
fall by the sword, famine, and pestilence.

12The one far away will die by pestilence, the one close by will fall by the sword, and
whoever is left andhas escaped thesewill dieby famine. Iwill fully ventmyrageagainst
them.

13 Then you will know that I am the LORD – when their dead lie among their idols
around their altars, on every high hill and all themountaintops, under every green tree
and every leafy oak, the places where they have offered fragrant incense to all their
idols.

14 I will stretch out my hand against them and make the land a desolate waste from
the wilderness to Riblah, in all the places where they live. Then they will know that I
am the LORD!”

7
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “You, son ofman – this is what the sovereign LORD says to the land of Israel: An end!

The end is coming on the four corners of the land!
3 The end is now upon you, and I will release my anger against you; I will judge

you according to your behavior, I will hold you accountable for all your abominable
practices.

4Myeyewill not pity you; Iwill not spare you. For Iwill hold you responsible for your
behavior, and youwill suffer the consequences of your abominable practices. Then you
will know that I am the LORD!

5 “This is what the sovereign LORD says: A disaster – a one-of-a-kind disaster – is
coming!

6An end comes – the end comes! It has awakened against you – the end is upon you!
Look, it is coming!

7Doom is coming upon you who live in the land! The time is coming, the day is near.
There are sounds of tumult, not shouts of joy, on themountains.

8 Soon now I will pour out my rage on you; I will fully vent my anger against you.
I will judge you according to your behavior. I will hold you accountable for all your
abominable practices.

9 My eye will not pity you; I will not spare you. For your behavior I will hold you
accountable, and youwill suffer the consequences of your abominable practices. Then
youwill know that it is I, the LORD, who is striking you.

10 “Look, the day! Look, it is coming! Doom has gone out! The staff has budded, pride
has blossomed!

11Violence has grown into a staff that supports wickedness. Not one of them will be
left – not from their crowd, not from their wealth, not from their prominence.

12 The time has come; the day has struck! The customer should not rejoice, nor the
seller mourn; for divine wrath comes against their whole crowd.

13Thecustomerwill no longerpay the sellerwhilebothparties arealive, for thevision
against their whole crowdwill not be revoked. Each person, for his iniquity, will fail to
preserve his life.

14 “They have blown the trumpet and everyone is ready, but no one goes to battle,
becausemy anger is against their whole crowd.
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15The sword is outside; pestilence and famine are inside the house. Whoever is in the
open field will die by the sword, and famine and pestilence will consume everyone in
the city.

16Their survivors will escape to the mountains and become like doves of the valleys;
all of themwill moan – each one for his iniquity.

17All of their hands will hang limp; their knees will be wet with urine.
18 They will wear sackcloth, terror will cover them; shame will be on all their faces,

and all of their heads will be shaved bald.
19They will discard their silver in the streets, and their gold will be treated like filth.

Their silver and goldwill not be able to deliver them on the day of the LORD’s fury. They
will not satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs because theirwealthwas the obstacle
leading to their iniquity.

20They rendered the beauty of his ornaments into pride, and with it they made their
abominable images – their detestable idols. Therefore I will render it filthy to them.

21 I will give it to foreigners as loot, to the world’s wicked ones as plunder, and they
will desecrate it.

22 I will turn my face away from them and they will desecrate my treasured place.
Vandals will enter it and desecrate it.

23 (Make the chain, because the land is full of murder and the city is full of violence.)
24 I will bring the most wicked of the nations and they will take possession of their

houses. I will put an end to the arrogance of the strong, and their sanctuaries will be
desecrated.

25Terror is coming! They will seek peace, but find none.
26 Disaster after disaster will come, and one rumor after another. They will seek a

vision from a prophet; priestly instruction will disappear, along with counsel from the
elders.

27 The king will mourn and the prince will be clothed with shuddering; the hands of
the people of the land will tremble. Based on their behavior I will deal with them, and
by their standard of justice I will judge them. Then they will know that I am the LORD!”

8
1 In the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth of the month, as I was sitting in my

house with the elders of Judah sitting in front of me, the hand of the sovereign LORD
seizedme.

2As Iwatched, I noticed a form that appeared to be aman. Fromhiswaist downward
was something like fire, and fromhiswaist upward something like a brightness, like an
amber glow.

3He stretched out the form of a hand and grabbed me by a lock of hair on my head.
Then a wind lifted me up between the earth and sky and brought me to Jerusalem by
means of divine visions, to thedoor of the inner gatewhich facesnorthwhere the statue
which provokes to jealousy was located.

4 Then I perceived that the glory of the God of Israel was there, as in the vision I had
seen earlier in the valley.

5He said to me, “Son of man, look up toward the north.” So I looked up toward the
north, and I noticed to the north of the altar gate was this statue of jealousy at the
entrance.

6He said tome, “Son ofman, do you seewhat they are doing – the great abominations
that the people of Israel are practicing here, to drive me far from my sanctuary? But
you will see greater abominations than these!”

7He brought me to the entrance of the court, and as I watched, I noticed a hole in the
wall.
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8He said to me, “Son of man, dig into the wall.” So I dug into the wall and discovered
a doorway.

9He said to me, “Go in and see the evil abominations they are practicing here.”
10 So I went in and looked. I noticed every figure of creeping thing and beast –

detestable images – and every idol of the house of Israel, engraved on the wall all
around.

11Seventymen from the elders of the house of Israel (with Jaazaniah son of Shaphan
standing among them) were standing in front of them, each with a censer in his hand,
and fragrant vapors from a cloud of incense were swirling upward.

12He said to me, “Do you see, son of man, what the elders of the house of Israel are
doing in the dark, each in the chamber of his idolatrous images? For they think, ‘The
LORD|strong="H3069" does not see us! The LORD|strong="H3069" has abandoned the
land!’ ”

13He said to me, “Youwill see them practicing even greater abominations!”
14Then he broughtme to the entrance of the north gate of the LORD’s house. I noticed

women sitting there weeping for Tammuz.
15He said tome, “Doyou see this, son ofman? Youwill see even greater abominations

than these!”
16 Then he brought me to the inner court of the LORD’s house. Right there at the

entrance to the LORD’s temple, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five
men with their backs to the LORD’s temple, facing east – they were worshiping the sun
toward the east!

17He said to me, “Do you see, son of man? Is it a trivial thing that the house of Judah
commits theseabominations theyarepracticinghere? For theyhavefilled the landwith
violence and provoked me to anger still further. Look, they are putting the branch to
their nose!

18Therefore Iwill actwith fury! Myeyewill notpity themnorwill I spare them. When
they have shouted inmy ears, I will not listen to them.”

9
1Then he shouted inmy ears, “Approach, youwho are to visit destruction on the city,

each with his destructive weapon in his hand!”
2 Next, I noticed six men coming from the direction of the upper gate which faces

north, each with his war club in his hand. Among them was a man dressed in linen
with a writing kit at his side. They came and stood beside the bronze altar.

3 Then the glory of the God of Israel went up from the cherub where it had rested to
the threshold of the temple. He called to the man dressed in linen who had the writing
kit at his side.

4 The LORD|strong="H3069" said to him, “Go through the city of Jerusalem and put a
mark on the foreheads of the people who moan and groan over all the abominations
practiced in it.”

5 While I listened, he said to the others, “Go through the city after him and strike
people down; do no let your eye pity nor spare anyone!

6Old men, young men, young women, little children, and women – wipe them out!
But do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin at my sanctuary!” So they began
with the elders whowere at the front of the temple.

7He said to them, “Defile the temple and fill the courtyardswith corpses. Go!” So they
went out and struck people down throughout the city.

8While theywere striking them down, I was left alone, and I threwmyself face down
and cried out, “Ah, sovereign LORD! Will you destroy the entire remnant of Israel when
you pour out your fury on Jerusalem?”
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9He said tome, “The sin of the house of Israel and Judah is extremely great; the land is
full of murder, and the city is full of corruption, for they say, ‘The LORD has abandoned
the land, and the LORD does not see!’

10But as for me, my eye will not pity them nor will I spare them; I hereby repay them
for what they have done.”

11Next I noticed themandressed in linenwith thewriting kit at his side bringingback
word: “I have done just as you commandedme.”

10
1As I watched, I saw on the platform above the top of the cherubim something like a

sapphire, resembling the shape of a throne, appearing above them.
2 The LORD said| strong="H0559" to the man dressed in linen, “Go between the

wheelwork underneath the cherubim. Fill your hands with burning coals from among
the cherubim and scatter them over the city.” Hewent as I watched.

3 (The cherubimwere standing on the south side of the templewhen themanwent in,
and a cloud filled the inner court.)

4Then the glory of the LORD|strong="H3069" arose from the cherub andmoved to the
threshold of the temple. The temple was filled with the cloud while the court was filled
with the brightness of the LORD’s|strong="H3069" glory.

5The sound of thewings of the cherubim could be heard from the outer court, like the
sound of the sovereign Godwhen he speaks.

6When the LORD commanded|strong="H6680" the man dressed in linen, “Take fire
fromwithin thewheelwork, from among the cherubim,” themanwent in and stood by
one of the wheels.

7Then one of the cherubim stretched out his hand toward the fire which was among
the cherubim. He took some and put it into the hands of the man dressed in linen, who
took it and left.

8 (The cherubim appeared to have the form of human hands under their wings.)
9As Iwatched, I noticed fourwheels by the cherubim, onewheel beside each cherub;

the wheels gleamed like jasper.
10As for their appearance, all four of them looked the same, something like a wheel

within a wheel.
11When they moved, they would go in any of the four directions they faced without

turning as theymoved; in the direction the headwould turn theywould followwithout
turning as theymoved,

12alongwith their entire bodies, their backs, their hands, and theirwings. Thewheels
of the four of themwere full of eyes all around.

13As for their wheels, they were called “the wheelwork” as I listened.
14Each of the cherubim had four faces: The first was the face of a cherub, the second

that of a man, the third that of a lion, and the fourth that of an eagle.
15The cherubim rose up; these were the living beings I saw at the Kebar River.
16When the cherubim moved, the wheels moved beside them; when the cherubim

spread their wings to rise from the ground, the wheels did not move from their side.
17When the cherubim stood still, the wheels stood still, and when they rose up, the

wheels rose up with them, for the spirit of the living beings was in the wheels.
18 Then the glory of the LORD moved away from the threshold of the temple and

stopped above the cherubim.
19The cherubim spread their wings, and they rose up from the earthwhile I watched

(when they went the wheels went alongside them). They stopped at the entrance to the
east gate of the LORD’s temple as the glory of the God of Israel hovered above them.
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20Thesewere the living creatureswhich I saw at the Kebar River underneath the God
of Israel; I knew that they were cherubim.

21Each had four faces; each had four wings and the form of human hands under the
wings.

22As for the form of their faces, they were the faces whose appearance I had seen at
the Kebar River. Each onemoved straight ahead.

11
1A wind lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the Lord’s temple that faces

the east. There, at the entrance of the gate, I noticed twenty-five men. Among them I
saw Jaazaniah son of Azzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, officials of the people.

2The LORD said|strong="H0559" to me, “Son of man, these are the men who plot evil
and give wicked advice in this city.

3 They say, ‘The time is not near to build houses; the city is a cooking pot and we are
themeat in it.’

4Therefore, prophesy against them! Prophesy, son of man!”
5Then the Spirit of theLORD cameuponmeand said tome, “Say: This iswhat theLORD

says: ‘This is what you are thinking, O house of Israel; I know what goes through your
minds.

6You have killedmany people in this city; you have filled its streets with corpses.’
7 Therefore, this is what the sovereign LORD says: ‘The corpses you have dumped in

themidst of the city are themeat, and this city is the cooking pot, but I will take you out
of it.

8 You fear the sword, so the sword I will bring against you,’ declares the sovereign
LORD.

9 ‘But I will take you out of the city. And I will hand you over to foreigners. I will
execute judgments on you.

10 You will die by the sword; I will judge you at the border of Israel. Then you will
know that I am the LORD.

11This city will not be a cooking pot for you, and you will not be meat within it; I will
judge you at the border of Israel.

12Then you will know that I am the LORD, whose statutes you have not followed and
whose regulations youhavenot carried out. Instead youhave behaved according to the
regulations of the nations around you!’ ”

13Now, while I was prophesying, Pelatiah son of Benaiah died. Then I threw myself
face down and cried out with a loud voice, “Alas, sovereign LORD! You are completely
wiping out the remnant of Israel!”

14Then the word of the LORD came tome:
15 “Son of man, your brothers, your relatives, and the whole house of Israel, all of

them are those to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, ‘They have gone far
away from the LORD; to us this land has been given as a possession.’

16 “Therefore say: ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Although I have removed
them far away among thenations andhave dispersed themamong the countries, I have
been a little sanctuary for them among the lands where they have gone.’

17 “Therefore say: ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: When I regather you from
thepeoples andassemble you from the landswhere youhavebeendispersed, Iwill give
you back the country of Israel.’

18 “When they return to it, they will remove from it all its detestable things and all its
abominations.

19 I will give them one heart and I will put a new spirit within them; I will remove the
hearts of stone from their bodies and I will give them tender hearts,
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20so that theymay followmystatutes andobservemyregulations and carry themout.
Then they will be my people, and I will be their God.

21But thosewhosehearts aredevoted todetestable things andabominations, I hereby
repay them for what they have done, says the sovereign LORD.”

22Then the cherubim spread their wings with their wheels alongside themwhile the
glory of the God of Israel hovered above them.

23The glory of the LORD rose up fromwithin the city and stopped over the mountain
east of it.

24 Then a wind lifted me up and carried me to the exiles in Babylonia, in the vision
given to me by the Spirit of God.
Then the vision I had seen went up fromme.
25 So I told the exiles everything the LORD had shownme.

12
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son ofman, you are living in themidst of a rebellious house. They have eyes to see,

but do not see, and ears to hear, but do not hear, because they are a rebellious house.
3“Therefore, sonofman, packupyourbelongings as if for exile. During theday,while

they are watching, pretend to go into exile. Go from where you live to another place.
Perhaps they will understand, although they are a rebellious house.

4Bring out your belongings packed for exile during the day while they are watching.
And go out at evening, while they are watching, as if for exile.

5 While they are watching, dig a hole in the wall and carry your belongings out
through it.

6While they are watching, raise your baggage onto your shoulder and carry it out in
the dark. You must cover your face so that you cannot see the ground because I have
made you an object lesson to the house of Israel.”

7So Idid just as Iwascommanded. I carriedoutmybelongingspacked forexileduring
the day, and at evening I dug myself a hole through the wall with my hands. I went out
in the darkness, carryingmy baggage onmy shoulder while they watched.

8The word of the LORD came tome in themorning:
9 “Son ofman, has not the house of Israel, that rebellious house, said to you, ‘What are

you doing?’
10Say to them, ‘This iswhat the sovereign LORD says: The princewill raise this burden

in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel within it.’
11 Say, ‘I am an object lesson for you. Just as I have done, it will be done to them; they

will go into exile and captivity.’
12 “The prince who is among them will raise his belongings onto his shoulder in

darkness, and will go out. He will dig a hole in the wall to leave through. He will cover
his face so that he cannot see the land with his eyes.

13 But I will throw my net over him, and he will be caught in my snare. I will bring
him to Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans (but he will not see it), and there he will die.

14All his retinue – his attendants and his troops – I will scatter to every wind; I will
unleash a sword behind them.

15 “Then they will know that I am the LORD when I disperse them among the nations
and scatter them among foreign countries.

16But I will let a small number of them survive the sword, famine, and pestilence, so
that they can confess all their abominable practices to the nations where they go. Then
they will know that I am the LORD.”

17The word of the LORD came tome:
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18 “Son of man, eat your bread with trembling, and drink your water with anxious
shaking.

19Then say to the people of the land, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says about the
inhabitants of Jerusalemandof the landof Israel: Theywill eat their breadwith anxiety
and drink their water in fright, for their land will be stripped bare of all it contains
because of the violence of all who live in it.

20The inhabited towns will be left in ruins and the landwill be devastated. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

21The word of the LORD came tome:
22 “Son of man, what is this proverb you have in the land of Israel, ‘The days pass

slowly, and every vision fails’?
23 Therefore tell them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: I hereby end this

proverb; they will not recite it in Israel any longer.’ But say to them, ‘The days are at
hand when every vision will be fulfilled.

24 For there will no longer be any false visions or flattering omens amidst the house
of Israel.

25For I, the LORD, will speak. Whateverword I speakwill be accomplished. It will not
be delayed any longer. Indeed in your days, O rebellious house, I will speak the word
and accomplish it, declares the sovereign LORD.’ ”

26The word of the LORD came tome:
27 “Take note, son of man, the house of Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he sees is for

distant days; he is prophesying about the far future.’
28 Therefore say to them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: None of my words

will be delayed any longer! The word I speak will come to pass, declares the sovereign
LORD.’ ”

13
1Then the word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son ofman, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who are nowprophesying. Say

to the prophets who prophesy from their imagination: ‘Hear the word of the LORD!
3This is what the sovereign LORD says: Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their

own spirit but have seen nothing!
4Your prophets have become like jackals among the ruins, O Israel.
5You have not gone up in the breaks in the wall, nor repaired a wall for the house of

Israel that it would stand strong in the battle on the day of the LORD.
6 They see delusion and their omens are a lie. They say, “the LORD declares,” though

the LORD has not sent them; yet they expect their word to be confirmed.
7Have you not seen a false vision and announced a lying omen when you say, “the

LORD declares,” although I myself never spoke?
8 “‘Therefore, this is what the sovereign LORD says: Because you have spoken false

words and forecast delusion, look, I am against you, declares the sovereign LORD.
9My hand will be against the prophets who see delusion and announce lying omens.

Theywill notbe included in thecouncil ofmypeople, norbewritten in the registryof the
house of Israel, nor enter the land of Israel. Then youwill know that I am the sovereign
LORD.

10 “‘This is because they have led my people astray saying, “All is well,” when things
are not well. When anyone builds a wall without mortar, they coat it with whitewash.

11Tell the ones who coat it with whitewash that it will fall. When there is a deluge of
rain, hailstones will fall and a violent wind will break out.

12When the wall has collapsed, people will ask you, “Where is the whitewash you
coated it with?”
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13 “‘Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: In my rage I will make a violent
wind break out. Inmy anger therewill be a deluge of rain and hailstones in destructive
fury.

14 I will break down the wall you coated with whitewash and knock it to the ground
so that its foundation is exposed. When it falls youwill be destroyed beneath it, and you
will know that I am the LORD.

15 Iwill ventmyrageagainst thewall, andagainst thosewhocoated itwithwhitewash.
Then I will say to you, “The wall is nomore and those whowhitewashed it are nomore
–

16 those prophets of Israel who would prophesy about Jerusalem and would see
visions of peace for it, when there was no peace,” declares the sovereign LORD.’

17 “As for you, son of man, turn toward the daughters of your people who are
prophesying from their imagination. Prophesy against them

18 and say ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Woe to those who sew bands on all
their wrists and make headbands for heads of every size to entrap people’s lives! Will
you entrapmy people’s lives, yet preserve your own lives?

19Youhaveprofanedmeamongmypeople forhandfuls of barley and scraps of bread.
You have put to death people who should not die and kept alive those who should not
live by your lies to my people, who listen to lies!

20 “‘Therefore, this is what the sovereign LORD says: Take note that I am against your
wristbands with which you entrap people’s lives like birds. I will tear them from your
arms andwill release the people’s lives, which you hunt like birds.

21 I will tear off your headbands and rescuemy people from your power; theywill no
longer be prey in your hands. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.

22 This is because you have disheartened the righteous person with lies (although I
have not grieved him), and because youhave encouraged thewicked personnot to turn
from his evil conduct and preserve his life.

23Therefore youwill no longer see false visions and practice divination. I will rescue
my people from your power, and you will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

14
1Then somemen from Israel’s elders came tome and sat down in front of me.
2The word of the LORD came tome:
3 “Son of man, these men have erected their idols in their hearts and placed the

obstacle leading to their iniquity right before their faces. Should I really allow them
to seekme?

4 Therefore speak to them and say to them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:
When any one from the house of Israel erects his idols in his heart and sets the obstacle
leading to his iniquity before his face, and then consults a prophet, I the LORD am
determined to answer him personally according to the enormity of his idolatry.

5 I will do this in order to capture the hearts of the house of Israel, who have alienated
themselves fromme on account of all their idols.’

6 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Return!
Turn from your idols, and turn your faces away from your abominations.

7 For when anyone from the house of Israel, or the foreigner who lives in Israel,
separates himself fromme and erects his idols in his heart and sets the obstacle leading
to his iniquity before his face, and then consults a prophet to seek something fromme,
I the LORD am determined to answer him personally.

8 I will set my face against that person and will make him an object lesson and a
byword and will cut him off from among my people. Then you will know that I am the
LORD.
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9 “‘As for the prophet, if he ismade a fool by being deceived into speaking a prophetic
word – I, the LORD, have made a fool of that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand
against him and destroy him from amongmy people Israel.

10They will bear their punishment; the punishment of the one who sought an oracle
will be the same as the punishment of the prophet who gave it

11 so that the house of Israel will no longer go astray fromme, nor continue to defile
themselves by all their sins. Theywill bemy people and Iwill be their God, declares the
sovereign LORD.’ ”

12The word of the LORD came tome:
13 “Son of man, suppose a country sins against me by being unfaithful, and I stretch

outmy hand against it, cut off its bread supply, cause famine to come on it, and kill both
people and animals.

14 Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would save only
their own lives by their righteousness, declares the sovereign LORD.

15 “Suppose Iwere to sendwild animals through the land and kill its children, leaving
it desolate, without travelers due to the wild animals.

16Even if these three men were in it, as surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD,
they could not save their own sons or daughters; they would save only their own lives,
and the land would become desolate.

17 “Or suppose I were to bring a sword against that land and say, ‘Let a sword pass
through the land,’ and I were to kill both people and animals.

18Even if these three men were in it, as surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD,
they could not save their own sons or daughters – theywould save only their own lives.

19 “Or suppose I were to send a plague into that land, and pour out my rage on it with
bloodshed, killing both people and animals.

20 Even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as surely as I live, declares the sovereign
LORD, they could not save their own son or daughter; they would save only their own
lives by their righteousness.

21 “For this is what the sovereign LORD says: Howmuch worse will it be when I send
my four terrible judgments – sword, famine, wild animals, and plague – to Jerusalem to
kill both people and animals!

22 Yet some survivors will be left in it, sons and daughters who will be brought out.
Theywill come out to you, andwhen you see their behavior and their deeds, youwill be
consoled about the catastrophe I have brought on Jerusalem – for everything I brought
on it.

23 They will console you when you see their behavior and their deeds, because you
will know that it was notwithout reason that I have done everythingwhich I have done
in it, declares the sovereign LORD.”

15
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, of all the woody branches among the trees of the forest, what happens

to the wood of the vine?
3Canwoodbe taken from it tomake anything useful? Or can anyonemake a peg from

it to hang things on?
4No! It is thrown in the fire for fuel; when the fire has burned up both ends of it and

it is charred in themiddle, will it be useful for anything?
5 Indeed! If it was not made into anything useful when it was whole, how much less

can it be made into anything when the fire has burned it up and it is charred?
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6 “Therefore, this is what the sovereign LORD says: Like thewood of the vine is among
the trees of the forest which I have provided as fuel for the fire – so I will provide the
residents of Jerusalem as fuel.

7 I will set my face against them – although they have escaped from the fire, the fire
will still consume them! Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I set my face
against them.

8 I will make the land desolate because they have acted unfaithfully, declares the
sovereign LORD.”

16
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, confront Jerusalemwith her abominable practices
3 and say, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says to Jerusalem: Your origin and your

birth were in the land of the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother
a Hittite.

4 As for your birth, on the day you were born your umbilical cord was not cut, nor
were youwashed inwater; youwere certainly not rubbeddownwith salt, norwrapped
with blankets.

5No eye took pity on you to do even one of these things for you to spare you; youwere
thrown out into the open field because you were detested on the day you were born.

6 “‘I passed by you and saw you kicking around helplessly in your blood. I said to you
as you lay there in yourblood, “Live!” I said to youas you lay there in yourblood, “Live!”

7 I made you plentiful like sprouts in a field; you grew tall and came of age so that you
could wear jewelry. Your breasts had formed and your hair had grown, but you were
still naked and bare.

8 “‘Then I passed by you and watched you, noticing that you had reached the age for
love. I spreadmy cloak over you and covered your nakedness. I swore a solemn oath to
you and entered into a marriage covenant with you, declares the sovereign LORD, and
you becamemine.

9 “‘Then I bathed you in water, washed the blood off you, and anointed you with
fragrant oil.

10 I dressed you in embroidered clothing and put fine leather sandals on your feet. I
wrapped youwith fine linen and covered you with silk.

11 I adorned you with jewelry. I put bracelets on your hands and a necklace around
your neck.

12 I put a ring in yournose, earrings onyour ears, andabeautiful crownonyourhead.
13 You were adorned with gold and silver, while your clothing was of fine linen, silk,

and embroidery. You ate the finest flour, honey, and olive oil. You became extremely
beautiful and attained the position of royalty.

14 Your fame spread among the nations because of your beauty; your beauty was
perfect because of the splendor which I bestowed on you, declares the sovereign LORD.

15 “‘But you trusted in your beauty and capitalized on your fame by becoming a
prostitute. You offered your sexual favors to every man who passed by so that your
beauty became his.

16 You took some of your clothing and made for yourself decorated high places; you
engaged in prostitution on them. Youwent to him to become his.

17You also took your beautiful jewelry, made of my gold and my silver I had given to
you, andmade for yourself male images and engaged in prostitution with them.

18You tookyour embroidered clothing andused it to cover them; youofferedmyolive
oil andmy incense to them.
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19As for my food that I gave you – the fine flour, olive oil, and honey I fed you – you
placed it before them as a soothing aroma. That is exactly what happened, declares the
sovereign LORD.

20 “‘You took your sons and your daughters whom you bore to me and you sacrificed
them as food for the idols to eat. As if your prostitution not enough,

21you slaughteredmy children and sacrificed them to the idols.
22Andwith all your abominable practices and prostitution you did not remember the

days of your youth when youwere naked and bare, kicking around in your blood.
23 “‘After all of your evil – “Woe! Woe to you!” declares the sovereign LORD –
24you built yourself a chamber and put up a pavilion in every public square.
25At theheadof every street youerectedyourpavilionandyoudisgracedyourbeauty

when you spread your legs to every passerby andmultiplied your promiscuity.
26 You engaged in prostitution with the Egyptians, your sexually aroused neighbors,

multiplying your promiscuity and provokingme to anger.
27Soseehere, Ihavestretchedoutmyhandagainst youandcutoffyourrations. Ihave

delivered you into the power of those who hate you, the daughters of the Philistines,
who were ashamed by your obscene conduct.

28 You engaged in prostitution with the Assyrians because your sexual desires were
insatiable; you prostituted yourself with them and yet you were still not satisfied.

29Then youmultiplied your promiscuity to the land ofmerchants, Babylonia, but you
were not satisfied there either.

30“‘Howsick is yourheart, declares the sovereignLORD,whenyouperformall of these
acts, the deeds of a bold prostitute.

31When you built your chamber at the head of every street and put up your pavilion
in every public square, you were not like a prostitute, because you scoffed at payment.

32 “‘Adulterous wife, who prefers strangers instead of her own husband!
33 All prostitutes receive payment, but instead you give gifts to every one of your

lovers. You bribe them to come to you from all around for your sexual favors!
34You were different from other prostitutes because no one solicited you. When you

gave payment and no payment was given to you, you became the opposite!
35 “‘Therefore O prostitute, hear the word of the LORD:
36 This is what the sovereign LORD says: Because your lust was poured out and your

nakednesswasuncovered in yourprostitutionwith your lovers, andbecause of all your
detestable idols, and because of the blood of your children you have given to them,

37 therefore, takenote: I amabout togatherall your loverswhomyouenjoyed, bothall
those you loved and all those you hated. I will gather themagainst you fromall around,
and I will expose your nakedness to them, and they will see all your nakedness.

38 Iwill punishyouasanadulteress andmurdererdeserves. Iwill avengeyourbloody
deeds with furious rage.

39 I will give you into their hands and theywill destroy your chambers and tear down
your pavilions. Theywill strip you of your clothing and take your beautiful jewelry and
leave you naked and bare.

40 They will summon a mob who will stone you and hack you in pieces with their
swords.

41They will burn down your houses and execute judgments on you in front of many
women. Thus I will put a stop to your prostitution, and you will no longer give gifts to
your clients.

42 I will exhaust my rage on you, and then my fury will turn from you. I will calm
down and no longer be angry.
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43 “‘Because you did not remember the days of your youth and have enragedmewith
all thesedeeds, I hereby repayyou forwhat youhavedone, declares the sovereignLORD.
Have you not engaged in prostitution on top of all your other abominable practices?

44“ ‘Observe –everyonewhoquotesproverbswill quote thisproverbaboutyou: “Like
mother, like daughter.”

45You are the daughter of yourmother, who detested her husband and her sons, and
you are the sister of your sisters who detested their husbands and their sons. Your
mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite.

46Your older sisterwas Samaria, who livednorth of youwith her daughters, and your
younger sister, who lived south of you, was Sodomwith her daughters.

47Have you not copied their behavior and practiced their abominable deeds? In a
short time you became evenmore depraved in all your conduct than they were!

48 As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, your sister Sodom and her
daughters never behaved as wickedly as you and your daughters have behaved.

49 “‘See here – this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters had
majesty, abundance of food, and enjoyed carefree ease, but they did not help the poor
and needy.

50They were haughty and practiced abominable deeds before me. Therefore when I
saw it I removed them.

51Samariahasnot committedhalf the sinsyouhave; youhavedonemoreabominable
deeds than they did. You have made your sisters appear righteous with all the
abominable things you have done.

52 So now, bear your disgrace, because you have given your sisters reason to justify
their behavior. Because the sins youhave committedweremoreabominable than those
of your sisters; they have become more righteous than you. So now, be ashamed and
bear the disgrace of making your sisters appear righteous.

53 “‘I will restore their fortunes, the fortunes of Sodom and her daughters, and the
fortunes of Samaria and her daughters (along with your fortunes among them),

54 so that you may bear your disgrace and be ashamed of all you have done in
consoling them.

55As for your sisters, Sodomandher daughterswill be restored to their former status,
Samaria and her daughters will be restored to their former status, and you and your
daughters will be restored to your former status.

56 In your days of majesty, was not Sodom your sister a byword in yourmouth,
57 before your evil was exposed? Now you have become an object of scorn to the

daughters of Aram and all those around her and to the daughters of the Philistines –
those all around youwho despise you.

58 You must bear your punishment for your obscene conduct and your abominable
practices, declares the LORD.

59 “‘For this is what the sovereign LORD says: I will deal with you according to what
you have done when you despised your oath by breaking your covenant.

60Yet I will remember the covenant I made with you in the days of your youth, and I
will establish a lasting covenant with you.

61 Then you will remember your conduct, and be ashamed when you receive your
older and younger sisters. I will give them to you as daughters, but not on account of
my covenant with you.

62 I will establishmy covenant with you, and then youwill know that I am the LORD.
63 Then you will remember, be ashamed, and remain silent when I make atonement

for all you have done, declares the sovereign LORD.’ ”
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17
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, offer a riddle, and tell a parable to the house of Israel.
3 Say to them: ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:

“ ‘A great eagle with broad wings, long feathers,
with full plumage which wasmulti-hued,
came to Lebanon and took the top of the cedar.
4He plucked off its topmost shoot;
he brought it to a land of merchants
and planted it in a city of traders.
5He took one of the seedlings of the land,
placed it in a cultivated plot;
a shoot by abundant water,
like a willow he planted it.
6 It sprouted and became a vine,
spreading low to the ground;
its branches turning toward him, its roots were under itself.
So it became a vine; it produced shoots and sent out branches.
7 “‘There was another great eagle
with broad wings and thick plumage.
Now this vine twisted its roots toward him
and sent its branches toward him
to be watered from the soil where it was planted.
8 In a good field, by abundant waters, it was planted
to grow branches, bear fruit, and become a beautiful vine.

9 “‘Say to them: This is what the sovereign LORD says:
“ ‘Will it prosper?
Will he not rip out its roots
and cause its fruit to rot and wither?
All its foliage will wither.
No strong arm or large army
will be needed to pull it out by its roots.
10Consider! It is planted, but will it prosper?
Will it not wither completely when the east wind blows on it?
Will it not wither in the soil where it sprouted?’ ”

11Then the word of the LORD came tome:
12 “Say to the rebellious house of Israel: ‘Don’t you know what these things mean?’

Say: ‘Seehere, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalemand tookher king andher officials
prisoner and brought them to himself in Babylon.

13He took one from the royal family,made a treatywith him, and put himunder oath.
He then took the leaders of the land

14 so it would be a lowly kingdom which could not rise on its own but must keep its
treaty with him in order to stand.

15 But this one from Israel’s royal family rebelled against the king of Babylon by
sending his emissaries to Egypt to obtain horses and a large army. Will he prosper?
Will the one doing these things escape? Can he break the covenant and escape?

16 “‘As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, surely in the city of the king who
crowned him, whose oath he despised and whose covenant he broke – in the middle of
Babylon he will die!

17 Pharaoh with his great army and mighty horde will not help him in battle, when
siege ramps are erected and siege-walls are built to kill many people.
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18He despised the oath by breaking the covenant. Take note – he gave his promise
and did all these things – he will not escape!

19 “‘Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: As surely as I live, I will certainly
repay him for despisingmy oath and breakingmy covenant!

20 I will throwmy net over him and he will be caught in my snare; I will bring him to
Babylon and judge him there because of the unfaithfulness he committed against me.

21All the choicemen among his troopswill die by the sword and the survivorswill be
scattered to every wind. Then youwill know that I, the LORD, have spoken!

22 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:
“ ‘I will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and plant it.
I will pluck from the top one of its tender twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.
23 I will plant it on a highmountain of Israel,
and it will raise branches and produce fruit and become a beautiful cedar.
Every bird will live under it;
Every winged creature will live in the shade of its branches.
24All the trees of the field will know that I am the LORD.
I make the high tree low; I raise up the low tree.
I make the green tree wither, and I make the dry tree sprout.
I, the LORD, have spoken, and I will do it!’ ”

18
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “What do youmean by quoting this proverb concerning the land of Israel,

“‘The fathers eat sour grapes
And the children’s teeth become numb?’

3 “As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, you will not quote this proverb in
Israel anymore!

4 Indeed! All lives aremine – the life of the father as well as the life of the son is mine.
The one who sins will die.

5 “Suppose aman is righteous. He practices what is just and right,
6 does not eat pagan sacrifices on the mountains or pray to the idols of the house of

Israel, does not defile his neighbor’s wife, does not have sexual relations with awoman
during her period,

7 does not oppress anyone, but gives the debtor back whatever was given in pledge,
does not commit robbery, but gives his bread to the hungry and clothes the naked,

8 does not engage in usury or charge interest, but refrains from wrongdoing, pro-
motes true justice betweenmen,

9 and follows my statutes and observes my regulations by carrying them out. That
man is righteous; he will certainly live, declares the sovereign LORD.

10“Suppose suchamanhasaviolent sonwhoshedsbloodanddoesanyof these things
mentioned previously

11 (though the father did not do any of them). He eats pagan sacrifices on the
mountains, defiles his neighbor’s wife,

12 oppresses the poor and the needy, commits robbery, does not give back what was
given in pledge, prays to idols, performs abominable acts,

13 engages in usury and charges interest. Will he live? He will not! Because he has
done all these abominable deeds he will certainly die. He will bear the responsibility
for his own death.

14 “But suppose he in turn has a son who notices all the sins his father commits,
considers them, and does not follow his father’s example.



Ezekiel 18:15 1055 Ezekiel 19:3

15He does not eat pagan sacrifices on themountains, does not pray to the idols of the
house of Israel, does not defile his neighbor’s wife,

16 does not oppress anyone or keep what has been given in pledge, does not commit
robbery, gives his food to the hungry, and clothes the naked,

17 refrains fromwrongdoing, does not engage in usury or charge interest, carries out
my regulations and followsmy statutes. He will not die for his father’s iniquity; he will
surely live.

18As for his father, because he practices extortion, robs his brother, and does what is
not good among his people, he will die for his iniquity.

19 “Yet you say, ‘Why should the son not suffer for his father’s iniquity?’ When the son
does what is just and right, and observes all my statutes and carries them out, he will
surely live.

20 The person who sins is the one who will die. A son will not suffer for his father’s
iniquity, and a father will not suffer for his son’s iniquity; the righteous person will
be judged according to his righteousness, and the wicked person according to his
wickedness.

21 “But if the wicked person turns from all the sin he has committed and observes all
my statutes and does what is just and right, he will surely live; he will not die.

22 None of the sins he has committed will be held against him; because of the
righteousness he has done, he will live.

23Do I actually delight in the death of the wicked, declares the sovereign LORD? Do I
not prefer that he turn from his wicked conduct and live?

24 “But if a righteousman turns away from his righteousness and practices wrongdo-
ing according to all the abominable practices the wicked carry out, will he live? All his
righteous acts will not be remembered; because of the unfaithful acts he has done and
the sin he has committed, he will die.

25 “Yet you say, ‘The Lord’s conduct is unjust!’ Hear, O house of Israel: Is my conduct
unjust? Is it not your conduct that is unjust?

26When a righteous person turns back from his righteousness and practices wrong-
doing, he will die for it; because of the wrongdoing he has done, he will die.

27Whenawickedperson turns from thewickedness he has committed anddoeswhat
is just and right, he will preserve his life.

28Because he considered and turned fromall the sins he had done, hewill surely live;
he will not die.

29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The Lord’s conduct is unjust!’ Is my conduct unjust, O
house of Israel? Is it not your conduct that is unjust?

30 “Therefore I will judge each person according to his conduct, O house of Israel,
declares the sovereign LORD. Repent and turn from all your wickedness; then it will
not be an obstacle leading to iniquity.

31Throw away all your sins you have committed and fashion yourselves a new heart
and a new spirit! Why should you die, O house of Israel?

32 For I take no delight in the death of anyone, declares the sovereign LORD. Repent
and live!

19
1 “And you, sing a lament for the princes of Israel,
2and say:

“ ‘What a lioness was yourmother among the lions!
She lay among young lions; she reared her cubs.
3 She reared one of her cubs; he became a young lion.
He learned to tear prey; he devoured people.
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4The nations heard about him; he was trapped in their pit.
They brought himwith hooks to the land of Egypt.
5 “‘When she realized that she waited in vain, her hope was lost.
She took another of her cubs andmade him a young lion.
6Hewalked about among the lions; he became a young lion.
He learned to tear prey; he devoured people.
7He broke down their strongholds and devastated their cities.
The land and everything in it was frightened at the sound of his roaring.
8The nations – the surrounding regions – attacked him.
They threw their net over him; he was caught in their pit.
9They put him in a collar with hooks;
they brought him to the king of Babylon;
they brought him to prison
so that his voice would not be heard
any longer on themountains of Israel.
10 “‘Yourmother was like a vine in your vineyard, planted by water.
It was fruitful and full of branches because it was well-watered.
11 Its boughs were strong, fit for rulers’ scepters; it reached up into the clouds.
It stood out because of its height and its many branches.
12But it was plucked up in anger; it was thrown down to the ground.
The east wind dried up its fruit;
its strong branches broke off andwithered –
a fire consumed them.
13Now it is planted in the wilderness,
in a dry and thirsty land.
14A fire has gone out from its branch; it has consumed its shoot and its fruit.
No strong branch was left in it, nor a scepter to rule.’
This is a lament song, and has become a lament song.”

20
1 In the seventh year, in the fifthmonth, on the tenth of themonth, some of the elders

of Israel came to seek the LORD, and they sat down in front of me.
2The word of the LORD came tome:
3 “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and tell them: ‘This is what the sovereign

LORD says: Are you coming to seek me? As surely as I live, I will not allow you to seek
me, declares the sovereign LORD.’

4 “Are you willing to pronounce judgment? Are you willing to pronounce judgment,
son of man? Then confront themwith the abominable practices of their fathers,

5and say to them:
“ ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: On the day I chose Israel I swore to the

descendants of the house of Jacob andmademyself known to them in the land of Egypt.
I swore to them, “I am the LORD your God.”

6On thatday I swore tobring themoutof the landofEgypt toa landwhich Ihadpicked
out for them, a land flowing withmilk and honey, the most beautiful of all lands.

7 I said to them, “Each of youmust get rid of the detestable idols you keep before you,
and do not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.”

8 But they rebelled against me, and refused to listen to me; no one got rid of their
detestable idols, nor did they abandon the idols of Egypt. Then I decided to pour out
my rage on themand fully ventmy anger against them in themidst of the land of Egypt.
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9 I acted for the sake of my reputation, so that I would not be profaned before the
nations among whom they lived, before whom I revealed myself by bringing them out
of the land of Egypt.

10 “‘So I brought them out of the land of Egypt and led them to the wilderness.
11 I gave themmy statutes and revealedmy regulations to them. The onewho carries

them out will live by them!
12 I also gave themmy Sabbaths as a reminder of our relationship, so that theywould

know that I, the LORD, sanctify them.
13But thehouse of Israel rebelled againstme in thewilderness; theydidnot followmy

statutes and they rejected my regulations (the one who obeys them will live by them),
and they utterly desecrated my Sabbaths. So I decided to pour out my rage on them in
the wilderness and destroy them.

14 I acted for the sake of my reputation, so that I would not be profaned before the
nations in whose sight I had brought them out.

15 I also swore to them in thewilderness that I would not bring them to the land I had
given them – a land flowing withmilk and honey, the most beautiful of all lands.

16 I did this because they rejected my regulations, did not follow my statutes, and
desecratedmy Sabbaths; for their hearts followed their idols.

17Yet I had pity on them and did not destroy them, so I did not make an end of them
in the wilderness.

18 “‘But I said to their children in the wilderness, “Do not follow the practices of your
fathers; do not observe their regulations, nor defile yourselves with their idols.

19 I amtheLORDyourGod; followmystatutes, observemyregulations, andcarry them
out.

20TreatmySabbaths as holy and theywill be a reminder of our relationship, and then
youwill know that I am the LORD your God.”

21 “ ‘But the children rebelled against me, did not followmy statutes, did not observe
my regulations by carrying them out (the one who obeys them will live by them), and
desecratedmySabbaths. I decided to pour outmy rage on themand fully ventmyanger
against them in the wilderness.

22 But I refrained from doing so, and acted instead for the sake of my reputation, so
that I would not be profaned before the nations in whose sight I had brought them out.

23 I also swore to them in thewilderness that I would scatter them among the nations
and disperse them throughout the lands.

24 I did this because they did not observe my regulations, they rejected my statutes,
they desecratedmy Sabbaths, and their eyes were fixed on their fathers’ idols.

25 I also gave themdecreeswhichwere not good and regulations bywhich they could
not live.

26 I declared them to be defiled because of their sacrifices – they caused all their first
born to pass through the fire – so that I would devastate them, so that they will know
that I am the LORD.’

27 “Therefore, speak to the house of Israel, son of man, and tell them, ‘This is what
the sovereign LORD says: In this way too your fathers blasphemed me when they were
unfaithful to me.

28 I brought them to the landwhich I swore to give them, but whenever they saw any
highhill or leafy tree, they offered their sacrifices there andpresented the offerings that
provoke me to anger. They offered their soothing aroma there and poured out their
drink offerings.

29 So I said to them,What is this high place you go to?’ ” (So it is called “High Place” to
this day.)
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30“Therefore say to thehouse of Israel, ‘This iswhat the sovereignLORD says: Will you
defile yourselves like your fathers and engage in prostitution with detestable idols?

31When you present your sacrifices –when youmake your sons pass through the fire
– you defile yourselves with all your idols to this very day. Will I allow you to seek me,
O house of Israel? As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, I will not allow you
to seekme!

32 “‘What you plan will never happen. You say, “We will be like the nations, like the
clans of the lands, who serve gods of wood and stone.”

33 As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, with a powerful hand and an
outstretched arm, and with an outpouring of rage, I will be king over you.

34 I will bring you out from the nations, andwill gather you from the landswhere you
are scattered, with a powerful hand and an outstretched arm and with an outpouring
of rage!

35 I will bring you into the wilderness of the nations, and there I will enter into
judgment with you face to face.

36 Just as I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of
Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you, declares the sovereign LORD.

37 I will make you pass under the shepherd’s staff, and I will bring you into the bond
of the covenant.

38 I will eliminate from among you the rebels and those who revolt against me. I will
bring them out from the land where they have been residing, but they will not come to
the land of Israel. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.

39 “‘As for you, O house of Israel, this is what the sovereign LORD says: Each of you go
and serve your idols, if youwill not listen tome. Butmy holy namewill not be profaned
again by your sacrifices and your idols.

40For there onmyholymountain, the highmountain of Israel, declares the sovereign
LORD, all the house of Israel will serve me, all of them in the land. I will accept them
there, and there I will seek your contributions and your choice gifts, with all your holy
things.

41When Ibringyouout fromthenationsandgatheryou fromthe landswhereyouare
scattered, I will accept you along with your soothing aroma. I will display my holiness
among you in the sight of the nations.

42Then youwill know that I am the LORDwhen I bring you to the land of Israel, to the
land I swore to give to your fathers.

43And there youwill remember your conduct andall yourdeedsbywhichyoudefiled
yourselves. You will despise yourselves because of all the evil deeds you have done.

44 Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I deal with you for the sake of my
reputation and not according to your wicked conduct and corrupt deeds, O house of
Israel, declares the sovereign LORD.’ ”

Prophecy Against the South
45The word of the LORD came tome:
46 “Son of man, turn toward the south, and speak out against the south. Prophesy

against the open scrub land of the Negev,
47and say to the scrub land of the Negev, ‘Hear the word of the LORD: This is what the

sovereignLORD says: Lookhere, I amabout to start afire in you, and itwill devour every
green tree and every dry tree in you. The flaming fire will not be extinguished, and the
whole surface of the ground from the Negev to the north will be scorched by it.

48And everyonewill see that I, the LORD, have burned it; it will not be extinguished.’ ”
49Then I said, “O sovereign LORD! They are saying ofme, ‘Does he not simply speak in

eloquent figures of speech?’ ”
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21
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2“Sonofman, turn toward Jerusalemandspeakoutagainst the sanctuaries. Prophesy

against the land of Israel
3 and say to them, ‘This is what the LORD says: Look, I am against you. I will drawmy

sword from its sheath and cut off from you both the righteous and the wicked.
4Because I will cut off from you both the righteous and the wicked, my sword will go

out from its sheath against everyone from the south to the north.
5Then everyone will know that I am the LORD, who drewmy sword from its sheath –

it will not be sheathed again!’
6 “And you, son ofman, groanwith an aching heart and bitterness; groan before their

eyes.
7When they ask you, ‘Why are you groaning?’ you will reply, ‘Because of the report

that has come. Every heart will melt with fear and every hand will be limp; everyone
will faint and every knee will be wet with urine.’ Pay attention – it is coming and it will
happen, declares the sovereign LORD.”

8The word of the LORD came tome:
9 “Son of man, prophesy and say: ‘This is what the Lord says:

“ ‘A sword, a sword is sharpened,
and also polished.
10 It is sharpened for slaughter,
it is polished to flash like lightning!

“ ‘Should we rejoice in the scepter of my son? No! The sword despises every tree!
11 “‘He gave it to be polished,
to be grasped in the hand –
the sword is sharpened, it is polished –
giving it into the hand of the executioner.
12Cry out andmoan, son of man,
for it is wielded against my people;
against all the princes of Israel.
They are delivered up to the sword, along withmy people.
Therefore, strike your thigh.

13 “‘For testing will come, and what will happen when the scepter, which the sword
despises, is nomore? declares the sovereign LORD.’
14 “And you, son of man, prophesy,
and clap your hands together.
Let the sword strike twice, even three times!
It is a sword for slaughter,
a sword for the great slaughter surrounding them.
15 So hearts melt with fear andmany stumble.
At all their gates I have stationed the sword for slaughter.
Ah! It is made to flash, it is drawn for slaughter!
16Cut sharply on the right!
Swing to the left,
wherever your edge is appointed to strike.
17 I too will clapmy hands together,
I will exhaust my rage;
I the LORD have spoken.”

18The word of the LORD came tome:
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19 “You, son ofman,mark out two routes for the king of Babylon’s sword to take; both
of themwill originate in a single land. Make a signpost and put it at the beginning of the
road leading to the city.

20Mark out the routes for the sword to take: “Rabbah of the Ammonites” and “Judah
with Jerusalem in it.”

21For the king of Babylon stands at the fork in the road at the head of the two routes.
He looks for omens: He shakes arrows, he consults idols, he examines animal livers.

22 Into his right hand comes the portent for Jerusalem – to set up battering rams, to
give the signal for slaughter, to shout out the battle cry, to set up battering rams against
the gates, to erect a siege ramp, to build a siege wall.

23But those in Jerusalemwill view it as a false omen. They have sworn solemn oaths,
but the king of Babylon will accuse them of violations in order to seize them.

24“Therefore this iswhat the sovereignLORD says: ‘Becauseyouhavebroughtupyour
own guilt by uncovering your transgressions and revealing your sins through all your
actions, for this reason you will be taken by force.
25 “‘As for you, profane andwicked prince of Israel,
whose day has come, the time of final punishment,
26 this is what the sovereign LORD says:
Tear off the turban,
take off the crown!
Things must change!
Exalt the lowly,
bring down the proud!
27A total ruin I will make it!
It will come to an end
when the one arrives to whom I have assigned judgment.’

28 “As for you, son of man, prophesy and say, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says
concerning the Ammonites and their coming humiliation; say:
“ ‘A sword, a sword drawn for slaughter,
polished to consume, to flash like lightning –
29while seeing false visions for you
and reading lying omens for you –
to place that sword on the necks of the profane wicked,
whose day has come,
the time of final punishment.
30Return it to its sheath!
In the place where you were created,
in your native land, I will judge you.
31 I will pour out my anger on you;
the fire of my fury I will blow on you.
I will hand you over to brutal men,
who are skilled in destruction.
32Youwill become fuel for the fire –
your blood will stain themiddle of the land;
you will no longer be remembered,
for I, the LORD, have spoken.’ ”

22
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “As for you, son of man, are you willing to pronounce judgment, are you willing to

pronounce judgment on the bloody city? Then confront her with all her abominable
deeds!
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3 Then say, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: O city, who spills blood within
herself (which brings on her doom), and who makes herself idols (which results in
impurity),

4you are guilty because of the blood you shed and defiled by the idols youmade. You
have hastened the day of your doom; the end of your years has come. Therefore I will
make you an object of scorn to the nations, an object to bemocked by all lands.

5Those both near and far from youwill mock you, youwith your bad reputation, full
of turmoil.

6 “‘See how each of the princes of Israel living within you has used his authority to
shed blood.

7 They have treated father and mother with contempt within you; they have op-
pressed the foreigner among you; theyhavewronged the orphanand thewidowwithin
you.

8You have despisedmy holy things and desecratedmy Sabbaths!
9 Slanderous men shed blood within you. Those who live within you eat pagan

sacrifices on themountains; they commit obscene acts among you.
10They have sexwith their father’s wife within you; they violate women during their

menstrual period within you.
11Onecommits anabominable actwithhisneighbor’swife; another obscenelydefiles

his daughter-in-law; another violates his sister – his father’s daughter –within you.
12They takebribeswithin you to shedblood. Youengage inusury and charge interest;

you extort money from your neighbors. You have forgottenme, declares the sovereign
LORD.

13 “‘See, I strike my hands together at the dishonest profit you have made, and at the
bloodshed they have done among you.

14 Can your heart endure, or can your hands be strong when I deal with you? I, the
LORD, have spoken, and I will do it!

15 I will scatter you among the nations and disperse you among various countries; I
will remove your impurity from you.

16Youwill be profanedwithin yourself in the sight of the nations; then youwill know
that I am the LORD.’ ”

17The word of the LORD came tome:
18 “Son ofman, the house of Israel has become slag tome. All of them are like bronze,

tin, iron, and lead in the furnace; they are the worthless slag of silver.
19 Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: ‘Because all of you have become

slag, look out! – I am about to gather you in themiddle of Jerusalem.
20As silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin are gathered in a furnace so that the fire can

melt them, so I will gather you inmy anger and inmy rage. I will deposit you there and
melt you.

21 I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of my fury, and you will be melted
in it.

22As silver is melted in a furnace, so you will be melted in it, and you will know that
I, the LORD, have poured out my anger on you.’ ”

23The word of the LORD came tome:
24 “Son of man, say to her: ‘You are a land that receives no rain or showers in the day

of my anger.’
25Her princes within her are like a roaring lion tearing its prey; they have devoured

lives. They takeaway riches andvaluable things; theyhavemademanywomenwidows
within it.
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26 Her priests abuse my law and have desecrated my holy things. They do not
distinguish between the holy and the profane, or recognize any distinction between the
unclean and the clean. They ignoremy Sabbaths and I am profaned in their midst.

27Her officials are like wolves in her midst rending their prey – shedding blood and
destroying lives – so they can get dishonest profit.

28 Her prophets coat their messages with whitewash. They see false visions and
announce lying omens for them, saying, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says,’ when
the LORD has not spoken.

29The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery. They have
wronged the poor andneedy; they have oppressed the foreignerwho lives among them
and denied them justice.

30 “I looked for a man from among them who would repair the wall and stand in the
gap before me on behalf of the land, so that I would not destroy it, but I found no one.

31 So I have pouredmy anger on them, and destroyed themwith the fire of my fury. I
hereby repay them for what they have done, declares the sovereign LORD.”

23
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, there were twowomenwhowere daughters of the samemother.
3 They engaged in prostitution in Egypt; in their youth they engaged in prostitution.

Their breasts were squeezed there; lovers fondled their virgin nipples there.
4Oholahwas thenameof theolder andOholibah thenameofher younger sister. They

became mine, and gave birth to sons and daughters. Oholah is Samaria and Oholibah
is Jerusalem.

5 “Oholah engaged in prostitutionwhile shewasmine. She lusted after her lovers, the
Assyrians –warriors

6 clothed in blue, governors and officials, all of them desirable youngmen, horsemen
riding on horses.

7 She bestowed her sexual favors on them; all of them were the choicest young men
of Assyria. She defiled herself with all whom she desired –with all their idols.

8 She did not abandon the prostitution she had practiced in Egypt; for in her youth
men had sex with her, fondled her virgin breasts, and ravished her.

9Therefore I handed her over to her lovers, the Assyrians for whom she lusted.
10 They exposed her nakedness, seized her sons and daughters, and killed her with

the sword. She becamenotorious amongwomen, and they executed judgments against
her.

11 “Her sister Oholibah watched this, but she became more corrupt in her lust than
her sister had been, and her acts of prostitutionweremore numerous than those of her
sister.

12 She lusted after the Assyrians – governors and officials, warriors in full armor,
horsemen riding on horses, all of them desirable youngmen.

13 I saw that she was defiled; both of them followed the same path.
14But she increased her prostitution. She sawmen carved on the wall, images of the

Chaldeans carved in bright red,
15wearingbeltson theirwaistsandflowing turbanson theirheads, all of themlooking

like officers, the image of Babylonians whose native land is Chaldea.
16When she saw them, she lusted after themand sentmessengers to them inChaldea.
17 The Babylonians crawled into bed with her. They defiled her with their lust; after

she was defiled by them, she became disgusted with them.
18When she lustfully exposed her nakedness, I was disgusted with her, just as I had

been disgusted with her sister.
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19 Yet she increased her prostitution, remembering the days of her youth when she
engaged in prostitution in the land of Egypt.

20 She lusted after their genitals – as large as those of donkeys, and their seminal
emission was as strong as that of stallions.

21 This is how you assessed the obscene conduct of your youth, when the Egyptians
fondled your nipples and squeezed your young breasts.

22“Therefore, Oholibah, this iswhat the sovereignLORD says: Lookhere, I amabout to
stir up against you the lovers with whom youwere disgusted; I will bring them against
you from every side:

23 the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians
with them, desirableyoungmen, all of themgovernorsandofficials, officersandnobles,
all of them riding on horses.

24 They will attack you with weapons, chariots, wagons, and with a huge army; they
will array themselves against you on every side with large shields, small shields, and
helmets. Iwill assign them the task of judgment; theywill punish you according to their
laws.

25 I will directmy jealous anger against you, and theywill deal with you in rage. They
will cut off your nose and your ears, and your survivorswill die by the sword. Theywill
seize your sons and daughters, and your survivors will be consumed by fire.

26They will strip your clothes off you and take away your beautiful jewelry.
27So I will put an end to your obscene conduct and your prostitutionwhich you have

practiced in the land of Egypt. Youwill not seek their help or remember Egypt anymore.
28 “For this is what the sovereign LORD says: Look here, I am about to deliver you over

to those whom you hate, to those with whom youwere disgusted.
29 They will treat you with hatred, take away all you have labored for, and leave

you naked and bare. Your nakedness will be exposed, just as when you engaged in
prostitution and obscene conduct.

30 I will do these things to you because you engaged in prostitution with the nations,
polluting yourself with their idols.

31Youhave followed thewaysof your sister, so Iwill placeher cupof judgment in your
hand.

32 “This is what the sovereign LORD says: “You will drink your sister’s deep and wide
cup; you will be scorned and derided, for it holds a great deal.

33You will be overcome by drunkenness and sorrow. The cup of your sister Samaria
is a cup of horror and desolation.

34 You will drain it dry, gnaw its pieces, and tear out your breasts, for I have spoken,
declares the sovereign LORD.

35 “Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: Because you have forgotten me
and completely disregarded me, you must bear now the punishment for your obscene
conduct and prostitution.”

36 The LORD said to me: “Son of man, are you willing to pronounce judgment on
Oholah and Oholibah? Then declare to them their abominable deeds!

37 For they have committed adultery and blood is on their hands. They have
committed adultery with their idols, and their sons, whom they bore to me, they have
passed through the fire as food to their idols.

38 Moreover, they have done this to me: In the very same day they desecrated my
sanctuary and profanedmy Sabbaths.

39 On the same day they slaughtered their sons for their idols, they came to my
sanctuary to desecrate it. This is what they have done in themiddle of my house.
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40 “They even sent for men from far away; when the messenger arrived, those men
set out. For them you bathed, painted your eyes, and decorated yourself with jewelry.

41Yousat onamagnificent couch,witha table arranged in front of itwhereyouplaced
my incense andmy olive oil.

42 The sound of a carefree crowd accompanied her, including all kinds of men; even
Sabeans were brought from the desert. The sisters put bracelets on their wrists and
beautiful crowns on their heads.

43Then I said about the onewornout byadultery, ‘Nowtheywill commit immoral acts
with her.’

44They had sex with her as one does with a prostitute. In this way they had sex with
Oholah and Oholibah, promiscuous women.

45But upright menwill punish them appropriately for their adultery and bloodshed,
because they are adulteresses and blood is on their hands.

46 “For this is what the sovereign LORD says: Bring up an army against them and
subject them to terror and plunder.

47 That army will pelt them with stones and slash them with their swords; they will
kill their sons and daughters and burn their houses.

48 Iwill put anend to theobsceneconduct in the land; all thewomenwill learna lesson
from this and not engage in obscene conduct.

49 They will repay you for your obscene conduct, and you will be punished for idol
worship. Then youwill know that I am the sovereign LORD.”

24
1The word of the LORD came tome in the ninth year, in the tenthmonth, on the tenth

day of themonth :
2 “Son ofman, write down the name of this day, this very day. The king of Babylon has

laid siege to Jerusalem this very day.
3Recite a proverb to this rebellious house and say to them, ‘This iswhat the sovereign

LORD says:
“ ‘Set on the pot, set it on,
pour water in it too;
4add the pieces of meat to it,
every good piece,
the thigh and the shoulder;
fill it with choice bones.
5Take the choice bone of the flock,
heap up bones under it;
boil rapidly,
and boil its bones in it.
6 “‘Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says:
Woe to the city of bloodshed,
the pot whose rot is in it,
whose rot has not been removed from it!
Empty it piece by piece.
No lot has fallen on it.
7For her blood was in it;
she poured it on an exposed rock;
she did not pour it on the ground to cover it up with dust.
8To arouse anger, to take vengeance,
I have placed her blood on an exposed rock so that it cannot be covered up.
9 “‘Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says:
Woe to the city of bloodshed!
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I will also make the pile high.
10Pile up the bones, kindle the fire;
cook themeat well, mix in the spices,
let the bones be charred.
11 Set the empty pot on the coals,
until it becomes hot and its copper glows,
until its uncleanness melts within it and its rot is consumed.
12 It has triedmy patience;
yet its thick rot is not removed from it.
Subject its rot to the fire!
13Youmix uncleanness with obscene conduct.
I tried to cleanse you, but you are not clean.
You will not be cleansed from your uncleanness
until I have exhaustedmy anger on you.

14“‘I theLORDhave spoken; judgment is comingand Iwill act! Iwill not relent, or show
pity, or be sorry! I will judge you according to your conduct and your deeds, declares
the sovereign LORD.’ ”

Ezekiel’sWife Dies
15The word of LORD came tome:
16 “Son ofman, realize that I am about to take the delight of your eyes away from you

with a jolt, but youmust not mourn or weep or shed tears.
17 Groan in silence for the dead, but do not perform mourning rites. Bind on your

turban and put your sandals on your feet. Do not cover your lip and do not eat food
brought by others.”

18 So I spoke to the people in the morning, and my wife died in the evening. In the
morning I acted just as I was commanded.

19 Then the people said to me, “Will you not tell us what these things you are doing
mean for us?”

20 So I said to them: “The word of the LORD came tome:
21Say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Realize I am about

to desecratemy sanctuary – the source of your confident pride, the object inwhich your
eyes delight, and your life’s passion. Your very own sons anddaughterswhomyouhave
left behind will die by the sword.

22Then you will do as I have done: You will not cover your lip or eat food brought by
others.

23 Your turbans will be on your heads and your sandals on your feet; you will not
mourn or weep, but you will rot for your iniquities and groan among yourselves.

24 Ezekiel will be an object lesson for you; you will do all that he has done. When it
happens, then you will know that I am the sovereign LORD.’

25 “And you, son of man, this is what will happen on the day I take from them their
stronghold – their beautiful source of joy, the object inwhich their eyes delight, and the
main concern of their lives, as well as their sons and daughters:

26On that day a fugitive will come to you to report the news.
27On that day you will be able to speak again; you will talk with the fugitive and be

silent no longer. You will be an object lesson for them, and they will know that I am the
LORD.”

25
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, turn toward the Ammonites and prophesy against them.
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3 Say to the Ammonites, ‘Hear the word of the sovereign LORD: This is what the
sovereign LORD says: You said “Aha!” about my sanctuary when it was desecrated,
about the land of Israel when it wasmade desolate, and about the house of Judahwhen
they went into exile.

4 So take note, I am about to make you slaves of the tribes of the east. They will make
camps among you and pitch their tents among you. They will eat your fruit and drink
yourmilk.

5 I willmake Rabbah a pasture for camels andAmmona resting place for sheep. Then
youwill know that I am the LORD.

6For this is what the sovereign LORD says: Because you clapped your hands, stamped
your feet, and rejoiced with intense scorn over the land of Israel,

7 take note, I have stretched out my hand against you, and I will hand you over as
plunder to the nations. Iwill cut you off from the peoples andmake you perish from the
lands. I will destroy you; then you will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

A Prophecy AgainstMoab
8 “This is what the sovereign LORD says: ‘Moab and Seir say, “Look, the house of Judah

is like all the other nations.”
9 So look, I am about to open up Moab’s flank, eliminating the cities, including its

frontier cities, the beauty of the land – Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and Kiriathaim.
10 I will hand it over, along with the Ammonites, to the tribes of the east, so that the

Ammonites will no longer be remembered among the nations.
11 I will execute judgments against Moab. Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”
A Prophecy Against Edom

12 “This is what the sovereign LORD says: ‘Edom has taken vengeance against the
houseof Judah; theyhavemade themselves fully culpableby takingvengeanceon them.

13 So this is what the sovereign LORD says: I will stretch out my hand against Edom,
and I will kill the people and animals within her, and I will make her desolate; from
Teman to Dedan they will die by the sword.

14 I will exact my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel. They will
carry out in Edommy anger and rage; theywill experiencemy vengeance, declares the
sovereign LORD.’ ”

A Prophecy Against Philistia
15 “This is what the sovereign LORD says: ‘The Philistines have exacted merciless

revenge, showing intense scorn in their effort to destroy Judah with unrelenting
hostility.

16 So this is what the sovereign LORD says: Take note, I am about to stretch out my
hand against the Philistines. I will kill the Cherethites and destroy thosewho remain on
the seacoast.

17 I will exact great vengeance upon them with angry rebukes. Then they will know
that I am the LORD, when I exact my vengeance upon them.’ ”

26
1 In the eleventh year, on the first day of themonth, theword of the LORD came tome:
2“Sonofman, becauseTyrehas saidabout Jerusalem, ‘Aha, thegatewayof thepeoples

is broken; it has swungopen tome. Iwill becomerich, now that shehasbeendestroyed,’
3 therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am against you, O Tyre! I will

bring upmany nations against you, as the sea brings up its waves.
4Theywill destroy thewalls of Tyre and break downher towers. I will scrape her soil

from her andmake her a bare rock.
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5 She will be a place where fishing nets are spread, surrounded by the sea. For I have
spoken, declares the sovereign LORD. She will become plunder for the nations,

6 and her daughters who are in the field will be slaughtered by the sword. Then they
will know that I am the LORD.

7 “For this is what the sovereign LORD says: Take note that I am about to bring King
Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, king of kings, against Tyre from the north, with horses,
chariots, and horsemen, an army and hordes of people.

8He will kill your daughters in the field with the sword. He will build a siege wall
against you, erect a siege ramp against you, and raise a great shield against you.

9Hewill direct the blows of his battering rams against yourwalls and tear down your
towers with his weapons.

10Hewill cover youwith the dust kicked up by hismany horses. Yourwallswill shake
from the noise of the horsemen, wheels, and chariots when he enters your gates like
those who invade through a city’s broken walls.

11With his horses’ hoofs hewill trample all your streets. Hewill kill your peoplewith
the sword, and your strong pillars will tumble down to the ground.

12 They will steal your wealth and loot your merchandise. They will tear down your
walls and destroy your luxurious homes. Your stones, your trees, and your soil he will
throw into the water.

13 Iwill silence thenoise of your songs; the soundof yourharpswill beheardnomore.
14 I will make you a bare rock; you will be a place where fishing nets are spread. You

will never be built again, for I, the LORD|strong="H3069", have spoken, declares the
sovereign LORD.

15 “This is what the sovereign LORD says to Tyre: Oh, how the coastlands will shake at
the soundof your fall, when thewoundedgroan, at themassive slaughter in yourmidst!

16 All the princes of the sea will vacate their thrones. They will remove their robes
and strip off their embroidered clothes; they will clothe themselves with trembling.
They will sit on the ground; they will tremble continually and be shocked at what has
happened to you.

17They will sing this lament over you:
“ ‘How you have perished – you have vanished from the seas,
O renowned city, oncemighty in the sea,
she and her inhabitants, who spread their terror!
18Now the coastlands will tremble on the day of your fall;
the coastlands by the sea will be terrified by your passing.’

19 “For this is what the sovereign LORD says: When I make you desolate like the un-
inhabited cities, when I bring up the deep over you and the surging waters overwhelm
you,

20 then I will bring you down to bygone people, to be with those who descend to the
pit. I will make you live in the lower parts of the earth, among the primeval ruins, with
thosewho descend to the pit, so that youwill not be inhabited or stand in the land of the
living.

21 I will bring terrors on you, and you will be no more! Though you are sought after,
you will never be found again, declares the sovereign LORD.”

27
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “You, son of man, sing a lament for Tyre.
3 Say to Tyre, who sits at the entrance of the sea, merchant to the peoples on many

coasts, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:
“ ‘O Tyre, you have said, “I am perfectly beautiful.”
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4
Your borders are in the heart of the seas;
your builders have perfected your beauty.
5They crafted all your planks out of fir trees from Senir;
they took a cedar from Lebanon tomake yourmast.
6Theymade your oars from oaks of Bashan;
theymade your deck with cypresses from the Kittean isles.
7Fine linen from Egypt, woven with patterns, was used for your sail
to serve as your banner;
blue and purple from the coastlands of Elishah was used for your deck’s awning.
8The leaders of Sidon and Arvad were your rowers;
your skilledmen, O Tyre, were your captains.
9The elders of Gebal and her skilledmenwere within you, mending cracks;
all the ships of the sea and their mariners were within you to trade for your merchan-

dise.
10Men of Persia, Lud, and Put were in your army, men of war.
They hung shield and helmet on you; they gave you your splendor.
11The Arvadites joined your army on your walls all around,
and the Gammadites were in your towers.
They hung their quivers on your walls all around;
they perfected your beauty.

12 “‘Tarshish was your trade partner because of your abundant wealth; they ex-
changed silver, iron, tin, and lead for your products.

13 Javan, Tubal, and Meshech were your clients; they exchanged slaves and bronze
items for yourmerchandise.

14Beth Togarmah exchanged horses, chargers, andmules for your products.
15The Dedanites were your clients. Many coastlands were your customers; they paid

you with ivory tusks and ebony.
16 Edom was your trade partner because of the abundance of your goods; they

exchanged turquoise, purple, embroidered work, fine linen, coral, and rubies for your
products.

17 Judah and the land of Israel were your clients; they traded wheat from Minnith,
millet, honey, olive oil, and balm for yourmerchandise.

18Damascus was your trade partner because of the abundance of your goods and of
all your wealth: wine fromHelbon, white wool from Zahar,

19 and casks of wine from Izal they exchanged for your products. Wrought iron,
cassia, and sweet cane were among yourmerchandise.

20Dedanwas your client in saddlecloths for riding.
21Arabia and all the princes of Kedar were your trade partners; for lambs, rams, and

goats they traded with you.
22 The merchants of Sheba and Raamah engaged in trade with you; they traded the

best kinds of spices along with precious stones and gold for your products.
23 Haran, Kanneh, Eden, merchants from Sheba, Asshur, and Kilmad were your

clients.
24 They traded with you choice garments, purple clothes and embroidered work,

and multicolored carpets, bound and reinforced with cords; these were among your
merchandise.

25The ships of Tarshish were the transports for yourmerchandise.
“‘So you were filled and weighed down in the heart of the seas.
26Your rowers have brought you into surging waters.
The east wind has wrecked you in the heart of the seas.
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27Your wealth, products, andmerchandise, your sailors and captains,
your ship’s carpenters, yourmerchants,
and all your fightingmenwithin you,
along with all your crewwho are in you,
will fall into the heart of the seas on the day of your downfall.
28At the sound of your captains’ cry the waves will surge;
29They will descend from their ships – all who handle the oar,
the sailors and all the sea captains – they will stand on the land.
30They will lament loudly over you and cry bitterly.
They will throw dust on their heads and roll in the ashes;
31 they will tear out their hair because of you and put on sackcloth,
and they will weep bitterly over you with intense mourning.
32As they wail they will lament over you, chanting:
“Whowas like Tyre, like a tower in themidst of the sea?”
33When your products went out from the seas,
you satisfiedmany peoples;
with the abundance of your wealth andmerchandise
you enriched the kings of the earth.
34Now you are wrecked by the seas, in the depths of the waters;
yourmerchandise and all your company have sunk along with you.
35All the inhabitants of the coastlands are shocked at you,
and their kings are horribly afraid – their faces are troubled.
36The traders among the peoples hiss at you;
you have become a horror, and will be nomore.’ ”

28
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:

“ ‘Your heart is proud and you said, “I am a god;
I sit in the seat of gods, in the heart of the seas” –
yet you are aman and not a god,
though you think you are godlike.
3Look, you are wiser than Daniel;
no secret is hidden from you.
4By your wisdom and understanding you have gained wealth for yourself;
you have amassed gold and silver in your treasuries.
5By your great skill in trade you have increased your wealth,
and your heart is proud because of your wealth.
6 “‘Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says:
Because you think you are godlike,
7 I am about to bring foreigners against you, the most terrifying of nations.
They will draw their swords against the grandeurmade by your wisdom,
and they will defile your splendor.
8They will bring you down to the pit, and you will die violently in the heart of the seas.
9Will you still say, “I am a god,” before the one who kills you –
though you are aman and not a god –
when you are in the power of those whowound you?
10Youwill die the death of the uncircumcised by the hand of foreigners;
for I have spoken, declares the sovereign LORD.’ ”

11The word of the LORD came tome:
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12 “Son of man, sing a lament for the king of Tyre, and say to him, ‘This is what the
sovereign LORD says:
“ ‘Youwere the sealer of perfection,
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.
13Youwere in Eden, the garden of God.
Every precious stone was your covering,
the ruby, topaz, and emerald,
the chrysolite, onyx, and jasper,
the sapphire, turquoise, and beryl;
your settings andmounts weremade of gold.
On the day you were created they were prepared.
14 I placed you there with an anointed guardian cherub;
you were on the holy mountain of God;
you walked about amidst fiery stones.
15Youwere blameless in your behavior from the day you were created,
until sin was discovered in you.
16 In the abundance of your trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned;
so I defiled you and banished you from themountain of God –
the guardian cherub expelled you from themidst of the stones of fire.
17Your heart was proud because of your beauty;
you corrupted your wisdom on account of your splendor.
I threw you down to the ground;
I placed you before kings, that theymight see you.
18By themultitude of your iniquities, through the sinfulness of your trade,
you desecrated your sanctuaries.
So I drew fire out fromwithin you;
it consumed you,
and I turned you to ashes on the earth
before the eyes of all who saw you.
19All who know you among the peoples are shocked at you;
you have become terrified andwill be nomore.’ ”

A Prophecy Against Sidon
20The word of the LORD came tome:
21 “Son of man, turn toward Sidon and prophesy against it.
22 Say, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:

“ ‘Look, I am against you, Sidon,
and I will magnify myself in yourmidst.
Then they will know that I am the LORD
when I execute judgments on her
and reveal my sovereign power in her.
23 I will send a plague into the city and bloodshed into its streets;
the slain will fall within it, by the sword that attacks it from every side.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.

24 “‘No longer will Israel suffer from the sharp briers or painful thorns of all who
surround and scorn them. Then they will know that I am the sovereign LORD.

25 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: When I regather the house of Israel from
the peoples where they are dispersed, I will reveal my sovereign power over them in
the sight of the nations, and they will live in their land that I gave to my servant Jacob.
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26 They will live securely in it; they will build houses and plant vineyards. They will
live securely when I execute my judgments on all those who scorn them and surround
them. Then they will know that I am the LORD their God.’ ”

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenth month, on the twelfth day of the month, the word of

the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, turn toward Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him and

against all Egypt.
3Tell them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:

“ ‘Look, I am against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt,
the great monster lying in themidst of its waterways,
who has said, “MyNile is my own, I made it for myself.”
4 I will put hooks in your jaws
and stick the fish of your waterways to your scales.
I will haul you up from themidst of your waterways,
and all the fish of your waterways will stick to your scales.
5 I will leave you in the wilderness,
you and all the fish of your waterways;
you will fall in the open field and will not be gathered up or collected.
I have given you as food to the beasts of the earth and the birds of the skies.
6Then all those living in Egypt will know that I am the LORD
because they were a reed staff for the house of Israel;
7when they grasped you with their hand, you broke and tore their shoulders,
and when they leaned on you, you splintered and caused their legs to be unsteady.

8 “‘Therefore, this is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am about to bring a sword
against you, and I will kill every person and every animal.

9 The land of Egypt will become a desolate ruin. Then they will know that I am the
LORD.
Because he said, “The Nile is mine and I made it,”
10 I am against you and your waterways. I will turn the land of Egypt into an utter

desolate ruin fromMigdol to Syene, as far as the border with Ethiopia.
11No human foot will pass through it, and no animal’s foot will pass through it; it will

be uninhabited for forty years.
12 Iwill turn the land of Egypt into a desolation in themidst of desolate lands; for forty

years her cities will lie desolate in the midst of ruined cities. I will scatter Egypt among
the nations and disperse them among foreign countries.

13 “‘For this is what the sovereign LORD says: At the end of forty years I will gather
Egypt from the peoples where they were scattered.

14 I will restore the fortunes of Egypt, andwill bring them back to the land of Pathros,
to the land of their origin; there they will be an insignificant kingdom.

15 It will be themost insignificant of the kingdoms; it will never again exalt itself over
the nations. I will make them so small that they will not rule over the nations.

16 It will never again be Israel’s source of confidence, but a reminder of how they
sinnedby turning toEgypt forhelp. Then theywill know that I am the sovereignLORD.’ ”

17 In the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the
word of the LORD came tome:

18 “Son of man, King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon made his army labor hard against
Tyre. Everyheadwas rubbedbaldandevery shoulder rubbedbare; yet heandhis army
received no wages from Tyre for the work he carried out against it.
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19 Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am about to give the land
of Egypt to King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon. He will carry off her wealth, capture her
loot, and seize her plunder; it will be his army’s wages.

20 I have given him the land of Egypt as his compensation for attacking Tyre , because
they did it for me, declares the sovereign LORD.

21On that day I will make Israel powerful, and I will give you the right to be heard
among them. Then they will know that I am the LORD.”

30
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, prophesy and say, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:

“ ‘Wail, “Alas, the day is here!”
3For the day is near,
the day of the LORD is near;
it will be a day of storm clouds,
it will be a time of judgment for the nations.
4A sword will come against Egypt
and panic will overtake Ethiopia
when the slain fall in Egypt
and they carry away her wealth
and dismantle her foundations.

5Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all the foreigners, Libya, and the people of the covenant landwill
die by the sword along with them.
6 “‘This is what the LORD|strong="H3069" says:
Egypt’s supporters will fall;
her confident pride will crumble.
FromMigdol to Syene they will die by the sword within her,
declares the sovereign LORD.
7They will be desolate among desolate lands,
and their cities will be among ruined cities.
8They will know that I am the LORD
when I ignite a fire in Egypt
and all her allies are defeated.

9 On that day messengers will go out from me in ships to frighten overly confident
Ethiopia; panicwill overtake themon thedayof Egypt’s doom; for beware – it is coming!
10 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:
I will put an end to the hordes of Egypt,
by the hand of King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon.
11He and his people with him,
themost terrifying of the nations,
will be brought there to destroy the land.
They will draw their swords against Egypt,
and fill the land with corpses.
12 I will dry up the waterways
and hand the land over to evil men.
I will make the land and everything in it desolate by the hand of foreigners.
I, the LORD, have spoken!
13 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:
I will destroy the idols,
and put an end to the gods of Memphis.
There will no longer be a prince from the land of Egypt;
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so I will make the land of Egypt fearful.
14 I will desolate Pathros,
I will ignite a fire in Zoan,
and I will execute judgments on Thebes.
15 I will pour out my anger upon Pelusium,
the stronghold of Egypt;
I will cut off the hordes of Thebes.
16 I will ignite a fire in Egypt;
Syene will writhe in agony,
Thebes will be broken down,
andMemphis will face enemies every day.
17The youngmen of On and of Pi-beseth will die by the sword;
and the cities will go into captivity.
18 In Tahpanhes the day will be dark
when I break the yoke of Egypt there.
Her confident pride will cease within her;
a cloud will cover her, and her daughters will go into captivity.
19 I will execute judgments on Egypt.
Then they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

20 In the eleventh year, in the first month, on the seventh day of the month, the word
of the LORD came tome:

21 “Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Look, it has not been
bandaged for healing or set with a dressing so that it might become strong enough to
grasp a sword.

22Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am against Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and Iwill break his arms, the strong armand the broken one, and Iwillmake the
sword drop from his hand.

23 I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them among foreign
countries.

24 I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and I will place my sword in his
hand, but I will break the arms of Pharaoh, and he will groan like the fatally wounded
before the king of Babylon.

25 I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh will fall
limp. Then theywill know that I am the LORDwhen I placemy sword in the hand of the
king of Babylon and he extends it against the land of Egypt.

26 I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them among foreign
countries. Then they will know that I am the LORD.”

31
1 In the eleventh year, in the third month, on the first day of the month, the word of

the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and his hordes:

“ ‘Who are you like in your greatness?
3Consider Assyria, a cedar in Lebanon,
with beautiful branches, like a forest giving shade,
and extremely tall;
its top reached into the clouds.
4The water made it grow;
underground springs made it grow tall.
Rivers flowed all around the place it was planted,
while smaller channels watered all the trees of the field.
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5Therefore it grew taller than all the trees of the field;
its boughs grew large and its branches grew long,
because of the plentiful water in its shoots.
6All the birds of the sky nested in its boughs;
under its branches all the beasts of the field gave birth,
in its shade all the great nations lived.
7 It was beautiful in its loftiness, in the length of its branches;
for its roots went down deep to plentiful waters.
8The cedars in the garden of God could not eclipse it,
nor could the fir trees match its boughs;
the plane trees were as nothing compared to its branches;
no tree in the garden of God could rival its beauty.
9 I made it beautiful with its many branches;
all the trees of Eden, in the garden of God, envied it.

10 “‘Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: Because it was tall in stature, and
its top reached into the clouds, and it was proud of its height,

11 I gave it over to the leader of the nations. He has judged it thoroughly, as its
sinfulness deserves. I have thrown it out.

12Foreigners from themost terrifying nations have cut it down and left it to lie there
on the mountains. In all the valleys its branches have fallen, and its boughs lie broken
in the ravines of the land. All the peoples of the land have departed from its shade and
left it.

13On its ruins all the birds of the skywill live, and all thewild animalswill walk on its
branches.

14 For this reason no watered trees will grow so tall; their tops will not reach into
the clouds, nor will the well-watered ones grow that high. For all of them have been
appointed to die in the lower parts of the earth; they will be amongmeremortals, with
those who descend to the pit.

15 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: On the day it went down to Sheol I caused
observers to lament. I covered it with the deep and held back its rivers; its plentiful
water was restrained. I clothed Lebanon in black for it, and all the trees of the field
wilted because of it.

16 Imade thenations shakeat the soundof its fall,when I threw it down toSheol, along
with those who descend to the pit. Then all the trees of Eden, the choicest and the best
of Lebanon, all that were well-watered, were comforted in the earth below.

17Thosewho lived in its shade, its allies among the nations, also went downwith it to
Sheol, to those killed by the sword.

18Whichof the treesofEdenwas likeyou inmajestyand loftiness? Youwill bebrought
down with the trees of Eden to the lower parts of the earth; you will lie among the
uncircumcised, with those killed by the sword! This is what will happen to Pharaoh
and all his hordes, declares the sovereign LORD.’ ”

32
1 In the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first of the month, the word of the

LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, sing a lament for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say to him:

“ ‘Youwere like a lion among the nations,
but you are amonster in the seas;
you thrash about in your streams,
stir up the water with your feet,
andmuddy your streams.
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3 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:
“ ‘I will throwmy net over you in the assembly of many peoples;
and they will haul you up inmy dragnet.
4 I will leave you on the ground,
I will fling you on the open field,
I will allow all the birds of the sky to settle on you,
and I will permit all the wild animals to gorge themselves on you.
5 I will put your flesh on themountains,
and fill the valleys with yourmaggot-infested carcass.
6 I will drench the land with the flow
of your blood up to themountains,
and the ravines will be full of your blood.
7When I extinguish you, I will cover the sky;
I will darken its stars.
I will cover the sun with a cloud,
and themoonwill not shine.
8 I will darken all the lights in the sky over you,
and I will darken your land,
declares the sovereign LORD.
9 I will disturbmany peoples,
when I bring about your destruction among the nations,
among countries you do not know.
10 I will shockmany peoples with you,
and their kings will shiver with horror because of you.
When I brandishmy sword before them,
everymoment each one will tremble for his life, on the day of your fall.

11 “‘For this is what the sovereign LORD says:
“ ‘The sword of the king of Babylon will attack you.
12By the swords of themighty warriors I will cause your hordes to fall –
all of them are themost terrifying among the nations.
They will devastate the pride of Egypt,
and all its hordes will be destroyed.
13 I will destroy all its cattle beside the plentiful waters;
and no human foot will disturb the waters again,
nor will the hooves of cattle disturb them.
14Then I will make their waters calm,
and will make their streams flow like olive oil, declares the sovereign LORD.
15When I turn the land of Egypt into desolation
and the land is destitute of everything that fills it,
when I strike all those who live in it,
then they will know that I am the LORD.’
16This is a lament; they will chant it.
The daughters of the nations will chant it.
They will chant it over Egypt and over all her hordes,
declares the sovereign LORD.”

17 In the twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of themonth, the word of the LORD came to
me:

18 “Son of man, wail over the horde of Egypt. Bring it down; bring her and the
daughters of powerful nations down to the lower parts of the earth, along with those
who descend to the pit.
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19Say to them, ‘Whomdo you surpass in beauty? Go down and be laid to rest with the
uncircumcised!’

20They will fall among those killed by the sword. The sword is drawn; they carry her
and all her hordes away.

21The bravest of thewarriorswill speak to him from themidst of Sheol alongwith his
allies, saying: ‘The uncircumcised have come down; they lie still, killed by the sword.’

22 “Assyria is there with all her assembly around her grave, all of them struck down
by the sword.

23Their graves are located in the remote slopes of the pit. Her assembly is around her
grave, all of them struck down by the sword, those who spread terror in the land of the
living.

24 “Elam is there with all her hordes around her grave; all of them struck down by
the sword. They went down uncircumcised to the lower parts of the earth, those who
spread terror in the land of the living. Now they will bear their shame with those who
descend to the pit.

25Among the dead theyhavemade abed for her, alongwith all her hordes aroundher
grave. All of themare uncircumcised, killed by the sword, for their terror had spread in
the land of the living. They bear their shame along with those who descend to the pit;
they are placed among the dead.

26 “Meshech-Tubal is there, along with all her hordes around her grave. All of them
are uncircumcised, killed by the sword, for they spread their terror in the land of the
living.

27 They do not lie with the fallen warriors of ancient times, who went down to Sheol
with their weapons of war, having their swords placed under their heads and their
shields on their bones, when the terror of these warriors was in the land of the living.

28 “But as for you, in the midst of the uncircumcised you will be broken, and you will
lie with those killed by the sword.

29 “Edom is there with her kings and all her princes. Despite their might they are laid
with those killed by the sword; they lie with the uncircumcised and those who descend
to the pit.

30 “All the leaders of the north are there, along with all the Sidonians; despite their
might they have gone down in shameful terror with the dead. They lie uncircumcised
with those killed by the sword, and bear their shamewith thosewho descend to the pit.

31 “Pharaoh will see them and be consoled over all his hordes who were killed by the
sword, Pharaoh and all his army, declares the sovereign LORD.

32 Indeed, I terrified him in the land of the living, yet he will lie in the midst of the
uncircumcised with those killed by the sword, Pharaoh and all his hordes, declares the
sovereign LORD.”

33
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son ofman, speak to your people, and say to them, ‘Suppose I bring a sword against

the land, and the people of the land take one man from their borders and make him
their watchman.

3Hesees the swordcomingagainst the land, blows the trumpet, andwarns thepeople,
4but there is one who hears the sound of the trumpet yet does not heed the warning.

Then the sword comes and sweeps him away. Hewill be responsible for his own death.
5Heheard the soundof the trumpet but didnot heed thewarning, so he is responsible

for himself. If he had heeded the warning, he would have saved his life.
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6But suppose thewatchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to
warn the people. Then the sword comes and takes one of their lives. He is swept away
for his iniquity, but I will hold the watchman accountable for that person’s death.’

7 “As for you, son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word frommymouth, youmust warn them onmy behalf.

8When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you must certainly die,’ and you do not
warn the wicked about his behavior, the wicked man will die for his iniquity, but I will
hold you accountable for his death.

9But if youwarn thewickedman to change his behavior, and he refuses to change, he
will die for his iniquity, but you have saved your own life.

10 “And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what you have said: “Our
rebellious acts and our sins have caught up with us, and we are wasting away because
of them. How then can we live?” ’

11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but prefer that the wicked change his behavior and live. Turn
back, turn back from your evil deeds! Why should you die, O house of Israel?’

12 “And you, son of man, say to your people, ‘The righteousness of the righteous will
not deliver him if he rebels. As for the wicked, his wickedness will not make him
stumble if he turns from it. The righteous will not be able to live by his righteousness if
he sins.’

13 Suppose I tell the righteous that he will certainly live, but he becomes confident
in his righteousness and commits iniquity. None of his righteous deeds will be
remembered; because of the iniquity he has committed he will die.

14 Suppose I say to the wicked, ‘Youmust certainly die,’ but he turns from his sin and
does what is just and right.

15He returnswhatwas taken in pledge, pays backwhat he has stolen, and follows the
statutes that give life, committing no iniquity. He will certainly live – he will not die.

16None of the sins he has committed will be counted against him. He has done what
is just and right; he will certainly live.

17“Yet yourpeople say, ‘Thebehavior of theLord is not right,’when it is their behavior
that is not right.

18When a righteous man turns from his godliness and commits iniquity, he will die
for it.

19When the wicked turns from his sin and does what is just and right, he will live
because of it.

20Yet you say, ‘The behavior of the Lord is not right.’ House of Israel, I will judge each
of you according to his behavior.”

The Fall of Jerusalem
21 In the twelfth year of our exile, in the tenth month, on the fifth of the month, a

refugee came tome from Jerusalem saying, “The city has been defeated!”
22Now the hand of the LORD had been onme the evening before the refugee reached

me, but the LORD opened|strong="H6605"mymouth by the time the refugee arrived in
themorning; he openedmymouth and I was no longer unable to speak.

23The word of the LORD came tome:
24 “Son ofman, the ones living in these ruins in the land of Israel are saying, ‘Abraham

was only oneman, yet he possessed the land, butwe aremany; surely the land has been
given to us for a possession.’

25Therefore say to them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: You eat themeatwith
the blood still in it, pray to your idols, and shed blood. Do you really think you will
possess the land?
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26 You rely on your swords and commit abominable deeds; each of you defiles his
neighbor’s wife. Will you possess the land?’

27 “This is what youmust say to them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: As surely
as I live, those living in the ruins will die by the sword, those in the open field I will give
to the wild beasts for food, and those who are in the strongholds and caves will die of
disease.

28 I will turn the land into a desolate ruin; her confident pride will come to an end.
Themountains of Israel will be so desolate no one will pass through them.

29 Then they will know that I am the LORD when I turn the land into a desolate ruin
because of all the abominable deeds they have committed.’

30“But as for you, sonofman, yourpeople (whoare talking about youby thewalls and
at the doors of the houses) say to one another, ‘Come hear theword that comes from the
LORD.’

31 They come to you in crowds, and they sit in front of you as my people. They hear
your words, but do not obey them. For they talk lustfully, and their heart is set on their
own advantage.

32 Realize that to them you are like a sensual song, a beautiful voice and skilled
musician. They hear your words, but they do not obey them.

33When all this comes true – and it certainlywill – then theywill know that a prophet
was among them.”

34
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them –

to the shepherds: ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Woe to the shepherds of Israel
who have been feeding themselves! Should not shepherds feed the flock?

3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the choice
animals, but you do not feed the sheep!

4Youhave not strengthened theweak, healed the sick, bandaged the injured, brought
back the strays, or sought the lost, but with force and harshness you have ruled over
them.

5Theywere scattered because they had no shepherd, and they became food for every
wild beast.

6My sheep wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were
scattered over the entire face of the earth with no one looking or searching for them.

7 “‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:
8 As surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, my sheep have become prey and

have become food for all the wild beasts. There was no shepherd, and my shepherds
did not search for my flock, but fed themselves and did not feedmy sheep,

9Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:
10 This is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am against the shepherds, and I

will demand my sheep from their hand. I will no longer let them be shepherds; the
shepherds will not feed themselves anymore. I will rescuemy sheep from theirmouth,
so that they will no longer be food for them.

11 “‘For this is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I myself will search for my sheep
and seek them out.

12Asa shepherd seeksouthisflockwhenhe is amonghis scattered sheep, so Iwill seek
out my flock. I will rescue them from all the places where they have been scattered on
a cloudy, dark day.
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13 I will bring them out from among the peoples and gather them from foreign
countries; I will bring them to their own land. I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the streams and all the inhabited places of the land.

14 In a good pasture I will feed them; the mountain heights of Israel will be their
pasture. There they will lie down in a lush pasture, and they will feed on rich grass
on themountains of Israel.

15 I myself will feed my sheep and I myself will make them lie down, declares the
sovereign LORD.

16 I will seek the lost and bring back the strays; I will bandage the injured and
strengthen the sick, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them – with
judgment!

17 “‘As for you, my sheep, this is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am about to
judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats.

18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that youmust trample the rest
of your pastureswith your feet? When you drink cleanwater, must youmuddy the rest
of the water by trampling it with your feet?

19As for my sheep, they must eat what you trampled with your feet, and drink what
you havemuddied with your feet!

20 “‘Therefore, this is what the sovereign LORD says to them: Look, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.

21 Because you push with your side and your shoulder, and thrust your horns at all
the weak sheep until you scatter them abroad,

22 I will save my sheep; they will no longer be prey. I will judge between one sheep
and another.

23 Iwill set oneshepherdover them, andhewill feed them –namely,myservantDavid.
He will feed them andwill be their shepherd.

24 I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them; I,
the LORD, have spoken!

25 “‘I will make a covenant of peace with them and will rid the land of wild beasts, so
that they can live securely in the wilderness and even sleep in the woods.

26 I will turn themand the regions aroundmyhill into a blessing. I willmake showers
come down in their season; they will be showers that bring blessing.

27The trees of the fieldwill yield their fruit and the earthwill yield its crops. Theywill
live securely on their land; they will know that I am the LORD, when I break the bars of
their yoke and rescue them from the hand of those who enslaved them.

28Theywill no longerbeprey for thenationsand thewildbeastswill notdevour them.
They will live securely and no one will make them afraid.

29 I will prepare for them a healthy planting. Theywill no longer be victims of famine
in the land andwill no longer bear the insults of the nations.

30Then theywill know that I, the LORD their God, amwith them, and that they aremy
people, the house of Israel, declares the sovereign LORD.

31 And you, my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are my people, and I am your God,
declares the sovereign LORD.’ ”

35
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son of man, turn towardMount Seir, and prophesy against it.
3 Say to it, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:

“ ‘Look, I am against you, Mount Seir;
I will stretch out my hand against you
and turn you into a desolate ruin.
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4 I will lay waste your cities;
and you will become desolate.
Then youwill know that I am the LORD!

5 “‘You have shown unrelenting hostility and poured the people of Israel onto the
blades of a sword at the time of their calamity, at the time of their final punishment.

6 Therefore, as surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, I will subject you to
bloodshed, andbloodshedwill pursueyou. Sinceyoudidnothatebloodshed, bloodshed
will pursue you.

7 I will turn Mount Seir into a desolate ruin; I will cut off from it the one who passes
through or returns.

8 I will fill itsmountainswith its dead; on your hills and in your valleys and in all your
ravines, those killed by the sword will fall.

9 Iwill turnyou intoaperpetualdesolation, andyourcitieswill notbe inhabited. Then
youwill know that I am the LORD.

10 “‘You said, “These two nations, these two lands will be mine, and we will possess
them,” – although the LORD was there –

11 therefore, as surely as I live, declares the sovereign LORD, I will deal with you
according to your anger, and according to your envy, by which you acted spitefully
against them. I will reveal myself to themwhen I judge you.

12Thenyouwill know that I, the LORD, haveheard all the insults you spoke against the
mountains of Israel, saying, “They are desolate, they have been given to us for food.”

13 You exalted yourselves against me with your speech and hurled many insults
against me – I have heard them all!

14This iswhat the sovereignLORD says: While thewhole earth rejoices, Iwill turn you
into a desolation.

15As you rejoiced over the inheritance of the house of Israel because it was desolate,
sowill I deal with you – youwill be desolate, Mount Seir, and all of Edom – all of it! Then
they will know that I am the LORD.’ ”

36
1 “As for you, son of man, prophesy to themountains of Israel, and say: ‘Omountains

of Israel, hear the word of the LORD!
2 This is what the sovereign LORD says: The enemy has spoken against you, saying

“Aha!” and, “The ancient heights have become our property!” ’
3 So prophesy and say: ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Surely because they

have made you desolate and crushed you from all directions, so that you have become
the property of the rest of the nations, and have become the subject of gossip and
slander among the people,

4 therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the sovereign LORD: This is what
the sovereign LORD says to the mountains and hills, the ravines and valleys, and to the
desolate ruinsand theabandonedcities thathavebecomepreyandanobject ofderision
to the rest of the nations round about –

5 therefore this iswhat the sovereign LORD says: Surely I have spoken in the fire ofmy
zeal against the rest of the nations, and against all Edom, who with great joy and utter
contempt havemademy land their property and prey, because of its pasture.’

6 “Therefore prophesy concerning the land of Israel, and say to the mountains and
hills, the ravines and valleys, ‘This iswhat the sovereign LORD says: Look, I have spoken
inmy zeal and inmy anger, because you have endured the insults of the nations.

7 So this is what the sovereign LORD says: I vow that the nations around you will
endure insults as well.
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8 “‘But you, mountains of Israel, will grow your branches, and bear your fruit for my
people Israel; for they will arrive soon.

9For indeed, I amon your side; I will turn to you, and youwill be plowed and planted.
10 I will multiply your people – the whole house of Israel, all of it. The cities will be

populated and the ruins rebuilt.
11 I will increase the number of people and animals on you; they will increase and be

fruitful. I will cause you to be inhabited as in ancient times, and will do more good for
you than at the beginning of your history. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.

12 I will lead people, my people Israel, across you; they will possess you and you will
become their inheritance. No longer will you bereave them of their children.

13 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Because they are saying to you, “You are a
devourer of men, and bereave your nation of children,”

14 therefore you will no longer devour people and no longer bereave your nation of
children, declares the sovereign LORD.

15 Iwill no longer subject you to thenations’ insults; no longerwill youbear the shame
of the peoples, and no longer will you bereave your nation, declares the sovereign
LORD.’ ”

16The word of the LORD came tome:
17 “Son of man, when the house of Israel was living on their own land, they defiled it

by their behavior and their deeds. In my sight their behavior was like the uncleanness
of a woman having her monthly period.

18 So I poured my anger on them because of the blood they shed on the land and
because of the idols with which they defiled it.

19 I scattered them among the nations; they were dispersed throughout foreign
countries. In accordance with their behavior and their deeds I judged them.

20 But when they arrived in the nations where they went, they profaned my holy
name. It was said of them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, yet they have departed
from his land.’

21 I was concerned formy holy reputationwhich the house of Israel profaned among
the nations where they went.

22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: It is
not for your sake that I am about to act, O house of Israel, but for the sake of my holy
reputation which you profaned among the nations where you went.

23 I will magnify my great name that has been profaned among the nations, that you
have profaned among them. The nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the
sovereign LORD, when I magnify myself among you in their sight.

24 “‘I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries; then I will
bring you to your land.

25 I will sprinkle you with pure water and you will be clean from all your impurities.
I will purify you from all your idols.

26 I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit within you. I will remove the
heart of stone from your body and give you a heart of flesh.

27 Iwill putmySpiritwithinyou; Iwill take the initiativeandyouwill obeymystatutes
and carefully observemy regulations.

28 Then you will live in the land I gave to your fathers; you will be my people, and I
will be your God.

29 I will save you from all your uncleanness. I will call for the grain and multiply it; I
will not bring a famine on you.

30 I will multiply the fruit of the trees and the produce of the fields, so that you will
never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations.



Ezekiel 36:31 1082 Ezekiel 37:15

31Then you will remember your evil behavior and your deeds which were not good;
you will loathe yourselves on account of your sins and your abominable deeds.

32 Understand that it is not for your sake I am about to act, declares the sovereign
LORD. Be ashamed and embarrassed by your behavior, O house of Israel.

33 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: In the day I cleanse you from all your sins, I
will populate the cities and the ruins will be rebuilt.

34The desolate landwill be plowed, instead of being desolate in the sight of everyone
who passes by.

35 They will say, “This desolate land has become like the garden of Eden; the ruined,
desolate, and destroyed cities are now fortified and inhabited.”

36Then the nationswhich remain around youwill know that I, the LORD, have rebuilt
the ruins and replanted what was desolate. I, the LORD, have spoken – and I will do it!’

37 “This is what the sovereign LORD says: I will allow the house of Israel to ask me to
do this for them: I will multiply their people like sheep.

38Like the sheep forofferings, like the sheepof Jerusalemduringherappointed feasts,
sowill the ruined cities be filledwith flocks of people. Then theywill know that I am the
LORD.”

37
1 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD

and placedme in themidst of the valley, and it was full of bones.
2Hemademewalk all around among them. I realized therewere a greatmany bones

in the valley and they were very dry.
3He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said to him, “Sovereign Lord,

you know.”
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and tell them: ‘Dry bones, hear the

word of the LORD.
5This iswhat the sovereignLORDsays to thesebones: Look, I amabout to infusebreath

into you and youwill live.
6 I will put tendons on you and muscles over you and will cover you with skin; I will

put breath in you and youwill live. Then youwill know that I am the LORD.’ ”
7So Iprophesiedas Iwas commanded. Therewasa soundwhen Iprophesied – I heard

a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to bone.
8As Iwatched, I saw tendons on them, thenmuscles appeared, and skin covered over

them from above, but there was no breath in them.
9Hesaid tome, “Prophesy to thebreath, –prophesy, sonofman –andsay to thebreath:

‘This iswhat the sovereign LORD says: Come from the fourwinds, O breath, and breathe
on these corpses so that theymay live.’ ”

10 So I prophesied as I was commanded, and the breath came into them; they lived
and stood on their feet, an extremely great army.

11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are all the house of Israel. Look, they
are saying, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope has perished; we are cut off.’

12 Therefore prophesy, and tell them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I
am about to open your graves and will raise you from your graves, my people. I will
bring you to the land of Israel.

13Thenyouwill know that I am theLORD,when I openyour graves and raise you from
your graves, my people.

14 I will placemy breath in you and youwill live; I will give you rest in your own land.
Thenyouwill knowthat I amtheLORD – I have spokenand Iwill act, declares theLORD.’ ”

15The word of the LORD came tome:
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16 “As for you, son of man, take one branch, and write on it, ‘For Judah, and for the
Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another branch and write on it, ‘For Joseph,
the branch of Ephraim and all the house of Israel associated with him.’

17 Join them as one stick; they will be as one in your hand.
18When your people say to you, ‘Will you not tell us what these things mean?’
19 tell them, ‘This iswhat the sovereign LORD says: Look, I amabout to take the branch

of Joseph which is in the hand of Ephraim and the tribes of Israel associated with him,
and I will place them on the stick of Judah, and make them into one stick – they will be
one inmy hand.’

20The sticks you write on will be in your hand in front of them.
21Then tell them, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am about to take the

Israelites fromamong thenationswhere they have gone. Iwill gather them fromround
about and bring them to their land.

22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel, and one king
will rule over themall. Theywill never againbe twonations andnever againbedivided
into two kingdoms.

23Theywill not defile themselveswith their idols, their detestable things, and all their
rebellious deeds. I will save them from all their unfaithfulness by which they sinned. I
will purify them; they will becomemy people and I will become their God.

24 “‘My servant David will be king over them; there will be one shepherd for all of
them. They will followmy regulations and carefully observemy statutes.

25 They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, in which your fathers lived;
they will live in it – they and their children and their grandchildren forever. David my
servant will be prince over them forever.

26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be a perpetual covenant with
them. I will establish them, increase their numbers, and place my sanctuary among
them forever.

27Mydwelling placewill bewith them; Iwill be their God, and theywill bemypeople.
28Then, when my sanctuary is among them forever, the nations will know that I, the

LORD, sanctify Israel.’ ”

38
1The word of the LORD came tome:
2 “Son ofman, turn towardGog, of the land ofMagog, the chief prince ofMeshech and

Tubal. Prophesy against him
3 and say: ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Look, I am against you, Gog, chief

prince of Meshech and Tubal.
4 I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and bring you out with all your

army, horses and horsemen, all of them fully armed, a great company with shields of
different types, all of them armedwith swords.

5Persia, Ethiopia, and Put are with them, all of themwith shields and helmets.
6They are joined byGomerwith all its troops, and byBeth Togarmah from the remote

parts of the north with all its troops –many peoples are with you.
7 “‘Be ready and stay ready, you and all your companies assembled around you, and

be a guard for them.
8After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come to a land

restored from the ravages of war, with many peoples gathered on the mountains of
Israel that had long been in ruins. Its people were brought out from the peoples, and
all of themwill be living securely.
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9 You will advance; you will come like a storm. You will be like a cloud covering the
earth, you, all your troops, and themany other peoples with you.

10 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: On that day thoughts will come into your
mind, and youwill devise an evil plan.

11 You will say, “I will invade a land of unwalled towns; I will advance against those
living quietly in security – all of them living without walls and barred gates –

12 to loot and plunder, to attack the inhabited ruins and the people gathered from the
nations, who are acquiring cattle and goods, who live at the center of the earth.”

13Sheba and Dedan and the traders of Tarshishwith all its youngwarriors will say to
you, “Haveyoucome to loot? Haveyouassembledyourarmies toplunder, to carryaway
silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to haul away a great amount of spoils?” ’

14 “Therefore, prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog: ‘This is what the sovereign LORD
says: On that day whenmy people Israel are living securely, you will take notice

15 and come from your place, from the remote parts of the north, you and many
peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great company and a vast army.

16 You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud covering the earth. In the
latter days I will bring you against my land so that the nations may acknowledge me,
when before their eyes I magnify myself through you, O Gog.

17 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Are you the one of whom I spoke in former
days by my servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days that I would
bring you against them?

18On that day, when Gog invades the land of Israel, declares the sovereign LORD, my
rage will mount up inmy anger.

19 In my zeal, in the fire of my fury, I declare that on that day there will be a great
earthquake in the land of Israel.

20The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the wild beasts, all the things that creep on
the ground, and all people who live on the face of the earth will shake at my presence.
Themountains will topple, the cliffs will fall, and every wall will fall to the ground.

21 I will call for a sword to attack Gog on all my mountains, declares the sovereign
LORD; everyman’s sword will be against his brother.

22 I will judge him with plague and bloodshed. I will rain down on him, his troops
and the many peoples who are with him a torrential downpour, hailstones, fire, and
brimstone.

23 Iwill exalt andmagnifymyself; Iwill revealmyself beforemanynations. Then they
will know that I am the LORD.’

39
1 “As for you, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say: ‘This is what the sovereign

LORD says: Look, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal!
2 Iwill turn you around anddrag you along; Iwill lead youup from the remotest parts

of the north and bring you against themountains of Israel.
3 I will knock your bow out of your left hand and make your arrows fall from your

right hand.
4Youwill fall dead on themountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the people

who are with you. I give you as food to every kind of bird and every wild beast.
5Youwill fall dead in the open field; for I have spoken, declares the sovereign LORD.
6 I will send fire on Magog and those who live securely in the coastlands; then they

will know that I am the LORD.
7 “‘I will makemy holy name known in themidst of my people Israel; I will not let my

holy name be profaned anymore. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD, the
Holy One of Israel.
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8Realize that it is coming and itwill be done, declares the sovereign LORD. It is the day
I have spoken about.

9 “‘Then those who live in the cities of Israel will go out and use the weapons for
kindling – the shields, bows and arrows, war clubs and spears – they will burn them
for seven years.

10 They will not need to take wood from the field or cut down trees from the forests,
because they will make fires with the weapons. They will take the loot from those who
looted themand seize the plunder of thosewhoplundered them, declares the sovereign
LORD.

11 “‘On that day I will assign Gog a grave in Israel. It will be the valley of those who
travel east of the sea; it will block theway of the travelers. There theywill bury Gog and
all his horde; they will call it the valley of Hamon-Gog.

12For sevenmonths Israel will bury them, in order to cleanse the land.
13All the people of the landwill bury them, and it will be amemorial for them on the

day I magnify myself, declares the sovereign LORD.
14They will designate men to scout continually through the land, burying those who

remain on the surface of the ground, in order to cleanse it. They will search for seven
full months.

15When the scouts survey the land and see a human bone, theywill place a sign by it,
until those assigned to burial duty have buried it in the valley of Hamon-Gog.

16 (A city by the name of Hamonahwill also be there.) They will cleanse the land.’
17 “As for you, son ofman, this iswhat the sovereign LORD says: Tell every kind of bird

and every wild beast: ‘Assemble and come! Gather from all around to my slaughter
which I amgoing tomake for you, a great slaughter on themountains of Israel! Youwill
eat flesh and drink blood.

18 You will eat the flesh of warriors and drink the blood of the princes of the earth –
the rams, lambs, goats, and bulls, all of them fattened animals of Bashan.

19 You will eat fat until you are full, and drink blood until you are drunk, at my
slaughter which I havemade for you.

20 You will fill up at my table with horses and charioteers, with warriors and all the
soldiers,’ declares the sovereign LORD.

21 “I will display my majesty among the nations. All the nations will witness the
judgment I have executed, and the power I have exhibited among them.

22 Then the house of Israel will know that I am the LORD their God, from that day
forward.

23The nations will know that the house of Israel went into exile due to their iniquity,
for they were unfaithful to me. So I hid my face from them and handed them over to
their enemies; all of them died by the sword.

24According to their uncleanness and rebellion I have dealt with them, and I hid my
face from them.

25 “Therefore this is what the sovereign LORD says: Now I will restore the fortunes of
Jacob, and I will have mercy on the entire house of Israel. I will be zealous for my holy
name.

26 They will bear their shame for all their unfaithful acts against me, when they live
securely on their land with no one to make them afraid.

27 When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from the
countries of their enemies, I will magnify myself among them in the sight of many
nations.

28 Then they will know that I am the LORD their God, because I sent them into exile
among the nations, and then gathered them into their own land. I will not leave any of
them in exile any longer.
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29 I will no longer hide my face from them, when I pour out my Spirit on the house of
Israel, declares the sovereign LORD.”

40
1 In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of

the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was struck down, on this very day, the
hand of the LORD was onme, and he brought me there.

2 By means of divine visions he brought me to the land of Israel and placed me on a
very highmountain, and on it was a structure like a city, to the south.

3When he brought me there, I saw amanwhose appearance was like bronze, with a
linen cord and ameasuring stick in his hand. He was standing in the gateway.

4Theman said tome, “Son ofman,watch closely, listen carefully, and pay attention to
everything I show you, for you have been brought here so that I can show it to you. Tell
the house of Israel everything you see.”

5 I sawawall all around the outside of the temple. In theman’s handwas ameasuring
stick 10½ feet long. Hemeasured the thickness of the wall as 10½ feet, and its height as
10½ feet.

6 Then he went to the gate facing east. He climbed its steps and measured the
threshold of the gate as 10½ feet deep.

7Thealcoveswere10½ feet longand10½ feetwide; between thealcoveswere8¾ feet.
The threshold of the gate by the porch of the gate facing inward was 10½ feet.

8Then hemeasured the porch of the gate facing inward as 10½ feet.
9He measured the porch of the gate as 14 feet, and its jambs as 3½ feet; the porch of

the gate faced inward.
10 There were three alcoves on each side of the east gate; the three had the same

measurement, and the jambs on either side had the samemeasurement.
11He measured the width of the entrance of the gateway as 17½ feet, and the length

of the gateway as 22¾ feet.
12There was a barrier in front of the alcoves, 1¾ feet on either side; the alcoves were

10½ feet on either side.
13 He measured the gateway from the roof of one alcove to the roof of the other, a

width of 43¾ feet from one entrance to the opposite one.
14Hemeasured the porch at 105 feet high; the gatewaywent all around to the jamb of

the courtyard.
15From the front of the entrance gate to the porch of the inner gate was 87½ feet.
16 There were closed windows toward the alcoves and toward their jambs within

the gate all around, and likewise for the porches. There were windows all around the
inside, and on each jambwere decorative palm trees.

17Thenhebroughtme to theouter court. I sawchambers there, andapavementmade
for the court all around; thirty chambers faced the pavement.

18 The pavement was beside the gates, corresponding to the length of the gates; this
was the lower pavement.

19Then hemeasured thewidth from before the lower gate to the front of the exterior
of the inner court as 175 feet on the east and on the north.

20Hemeasured the length andwidth of the gate of the outer court which faces north.
21 Its alcoves, three on each side, and its jambs and porches had the same measure-

ment as the first gate; 87½ feet long and 43¾ feet wide.
22 Its windows, its porches, and its decorative palm trees had the samemeasurement

as the gate which faced east. Seven steps led up to it, and its porchwas in front of them.
23 Opposite the gate on the north and the east was a gate of the inner court; he

measured the distance from gate to gate at 175 feet.
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24Then he ledme toward the south. I saw a gate on the south. Hemeasured its jambs
and its porches; they had the same dimensions as the others.

25There were windows all around it and its porches, like the windows of the others;
87½ feet long and 43¾ feet wide.

26 There were seven steps going up to it; its porches were in front of them. It had
decorative palm trees on its jambs, one on either side.

27 The inner court had a gate toward the south; he measured it from gate to gate
toward the south as 175 feet.

28 Then he brought me to the inner court by the south gate. He measured the south
gate; it had the same dimensions as the others.

29 Its alcoves, its jambs, and its porches had the same dimensions as the others, and
there were windows all around it and its porches; its length was 87½ feet and its width
43¾ feet.

30There were porches all around, 43¾ feet long and 8¾ feet wide.
31 Its porches faced the outer court, and decorative palm trees were on its jambs, and

its stairway had eight steps.
32 Then he brought me to the inner court on the east side. He measured the gate; it

had the same dimensions as the others.
33 Its alcoves, its jambs, and its porches had the same dimensions as the others, and

there were windows all around it and its porches; its length was 87½ feet and its width
43¾ feet.

34 Its porches faced the outer court, it had decorative palm trees on its jambs, and its
stairway had eight steps.

35 Then he brought me to the north gate, and he measured it; it had the same
dimensions as the others –

36 its alcoves, its jambs, and its porches. It had windows all around it; its length was
87½ feet and its width 43¾ feet.

37 Its jambs faced the outer court, and it had decorative palm trees on its jambs, on
either side, and its stairway had eight steps.

38There was a chamber with its door by the porch of the gate; there they washed the
burnt offering.

39 In the porch of the gate were two tables on either side on which to slaughter the
burnt offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering.

40On the outside of the porch as one goes up at the entrance of the north gate were
two tables, and on the other side of the porch of the gate were two tables.

41Four tables were on each side of the gate, eight tables on which the sacrifices were
to be slaughtered.

42The four tables for theburnt offeringwereof carved stone, 32 inches long, 32 inches
wide, and 21 inches high. Theywould put the instrumentswhich they used to slaughter
the burnt offering and the sacrifice on them.

43 There were hooks three inches long, fastened in the house all around, and on the
tables was the flesh of the offering.

44On the outside of the inner gate were chambers for the singers of the inner court,
one at the side of the north gate facing south, and the other at the side of the south gate
facing north.

45He said to me, “This chamber which faces south is for the priests who keep charge
of the temple,

46 and the chamber which faces north is for the priests who keep charge of the altar.
These are the descendants of Zadok, from the descendants of Levi, who may approach
the LORD tominister to him.”



Ezekiel 40:47 1088 Ezekiel 41:17

47Hemeasured the court as a square 175 feet long and 175 feet wide; the altar was in
front of the temple.

48Thenhebroughtme to theporchof the templeandmeasured the jambsof theporch
as 8¾ feet on either side, and the width of the gate was 24½ feet and the sides were 5¼
feet on each side.

49 The length of the porch was 35 feet and the width 19¼ feet; steps led up to it, and
there were pillars beside the jambs on either side.

41
1Thenhebroughtme to theouter sanctuary, andmeasured the jambs; the jambswere

10½ feet wide on each side.
2The width of the entrance was 17½ feet, and the sides of the entrance were 8¾ feet

on each side. Hemeasured the length of the outer sanctuary as 70 feet, and its width as
35 feet.

3 Then he went into the inner sanctuary and measured the jambs of the entrance as
3½ feet, the entrance as 10½ feet, and the width of the entrance as 12¼ feet

4 Then he measured its length as 35 feet, and its width as 35 feet, before the outer
sanctuary. He said to me, “This is themost holy place.”

5 Then he measured the wall of the temple as 10½ feet, and the width of the side
chambers as 7 feet, all around the temple.

6 The side chambers were in three stories, one above the other, thirty in each story.
There were offsets in the wall all around to serve as supports for the side chambers, so
that the supports were not in the wall of the temple.

7The side chambers surrounding the templewerewider at each successive story; for
the structure surrounding the templewent up story by story all around the temple. For
this reason the width of the temple increased as it went up, and one went up from the
lowest story to the highest by the way of themiddle story.

8 I saw that the temple had a raised platform all around; the foundations of the side
chambers were a full measuring stick of 10½ feet high.

9 The width of the outer wall of the side chambers was 8¾ feet, and the open area
between the side chambers of the temple

10 and the chambers of the court was 35 feet in width all around the temple on every
side.

11There were entrances from the side chambers toward the open area, one entrance
toward the north, and another entrance toward the south; the width of the open area
was 8¾ feet all around.

12 The building that was facing the temple courtyard at the west side was 122½ feet
wide; the wall of the building was 8¾ feet all around, and its length 157½ feet.

13Then hemeasured the temple as 175 feet long, the courtyard of the temple and the
building and its walls as 175 feet long,

14 and also the width of the front of the temple and the courtyard on the east as 175
feet.

15Then hemeasured the length of the building facing the courtyard at the rear of the
temple, with its galleries on either side as 175 feet.
The interior of the outer sanctuary and the porch of the court,
16 as well as the thresholds, narrow windows and galleries all around on three sides

facing the threshold were paneled with wood all around, from the ground up to the
windows (now the windows were covered),

17 to the space above the entrance, to the inner room, and on the outside, and on all
the walls in the inner room and outside, bymeasurement.
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18 It was made with cherubim and decorative palm trees, with a palm tree between
each cherub. Each cherub had two faces:

19 a human face toward the palm tree on one side and a lion’s face toward the palm
tree on the other side. They were carved on the whole temple all around;

20 from the ground to the area above the entrance, cherubim and decorative palm
trees were carved on the wall of the outer sanctuary.

21 The doorposts of the outer sanctuary were square. In front of the sanctuary one
doorpost looked just like the other.

22 The altar was of wood, 5¼ feet high, with its length 3½ feet; its corners, its length,
and its walls were of wood. He said to me, “This is the table that is before the LORD|
strong="H3069".”

23The outer sanctuary and the inner sanctuary each had a double door.
24Each of the doors had two leaves, two swinging leaves; two leaves for one door and

two leaves for the other.
25 On the doors of the outer sanctuary were carved cherubim and palm trees, like

those carved on the walls, and there was a canopy of wood on the front of the outside
porch.

26 There were narrow windows and decorative palm trees on either side of the side
walls of the porch; this is what the side chambers of the temple and the canopies were
like.

42
1 Then he led me out to the outer court, toward the north, and brought me to the

chamber which was opposite the courtyard and opposite the building on the north.
2 Its length was 175 feet on the north side, and its width 87½ feet.
3 Opposite the 35 feet that belonged to the inner court, and opposite the pavement

which belonged to the outer court, gallery faced gallery in the three stories.
4 In front of the chamberswasawalkwayon the inner side, 17½ feetwideat adistance

of 1¾ feet, and their entrances were on the north.
5 Now the upper chambers were narrower, because the galleries took more space

from them than from the lower andmiddle chambers of the building.
6 For they were in three stories and had no pillars like the pillars of the courts;

therefore the upper chambers were set back from the groundmore than the lower and
upper ones.

7As for the outer wall by the side of the chambers, toward the outer court facing the
chambers, it was 87½ feet long.

8 For the chambers on the outer court were 87½ feet long, while those facing the
temple were 175 feet long.

9 Below these chambers was a passage on the east side as one enters from the outer
court.

10At the beginning of thewall of the court toward the south, facing the courtyard and
the building, were chambers

11with a passage in front of them. They looked like the chambers on the north. Of
the same length and width, and all their exits according to their arrangements and
entrances

12were the chamberswhichwere toward the south. Therewasanopeningat thehead
of the passage, the passage in front of the correspondingwall toward the eastwhen one
enters.

13 Then he said to me, “The north chambers and the south chambers which
face the courtyard are holy chambers where the priests who approach the LORD|
strong="H3069" will eat the most holy offerings. There they will place the most holy
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offerings – the grain offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering, because the place
is holy.

14When the priests enter, then they will not go out from the sanctuary to the outer
court without taking off their garments in which they minister, for these are holy; they
will put on other garments, then they will go near the places where the people are.”

15Now when he had finished measuring the interior of the temple, he led me out by
the gate which faces east andmeasured all around.

16He measured the east side with the measuring stick as 875 feet by the measuring
stick.

17Hemeasured the north side as 875 feet by themeasuring stick.
18Hemeasured the south side as 875 feet by themeasuring stick.
19He turned to the west side andmeasured 875 feet by themeasuring stick.
20Hemeasured it on all four sides. It had a wall around it, 875 feet long and 875 feet

wide, to separate the holy and common places.

43
1Then he brought me to the gate that faced toward the east.
2 I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from the east; the sound was like that of

rushing water; and the earth radiated his glory.
3 It was like the vision I sawwhen he came to destroy the city, and the vision I saw by

the Kebar River. I threwmyself face down.
4The glory of the LORD came into the temple by way of the gate that faces east.
5Then a wind lifted me up and brought me to the inner court; I watched the glory of

the LORD filling the temple.
6 I heard someonespeaking tome fromthe temple,while themanwas standingbeside

me.
7He said tome: “Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place for the soles

of my feet, where I will live among the people of Israel forever. The house of Israel
will no longer profane my holy name, neither they nor their kings, by their spiritual
prostitution or by the pillars of their kings set up when they die.

8 When they placed their threshold by my threshold and their doorpost by my
doorpost, with only the wall between me and them, they profaned my holy name by
the abominable deeds they committed. So I consumed them inmy anger.

9Now theymust put away their spiritual prostitution and the pillars of their kings far
fromme, and then I will live among them forever.

10 “As for you, son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, so that they will
be ashamed of their sins andmeasure the pattern.

11When they are ashamed of all that they have done,make known to them the design
of the temple, its pattern, its exits andentrances, and itswholedesign –all its statutes, its
entire design, and all its laws; write it all down in their sight, so that they may observe
its entire design and all its statutes and do them.

12 “This is the law of the temple: The entire area on top of the mountain all around
will be most holy. Indeed, this is the law of the temple.

The Altar
13 “And these are the measurements of the altar: Its base is 1¾ feet high, and 1¾ feet

wide, and its border nine inches on its edge. This is to be the height of the altar.
14From the base of the ground to the lower edge is 3½ feet, and thewidth 1¾ feet; and

from the smaller ledge to the larger edge, 7 feet, and the width 1¾ feet;
15and thealtarhearth, 7 feet, and fromthealtarhearth fourhornsprojectingupward.
16Now the altar hearth is a perfect square, 21 feet long and 21 feet wide.
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17The ledge is 24½ feet long and 24½ feet wide on four sides; the border around it is
10½ inches, and its surrounding base 1¾ feet. Its steps face east.”

18Thenhe said tome: “Sonofman, this iswhat the sovereignLORD says: These are the
statutes of the altar: On the day it is built to offer up burnt offerings on it and to sprinkle
blood on it,

19 you will give a young bull for a sin offering to the Levitical priests who are
descended from Zadok, who approach me to minister to me, declares the sovereign
LORD.

20 You will take some of its blood, and place it on the four horns of the altar, on the
four corners of the ledge, and on the border all around; you will cleanse it and make
atonement for it.

21Youwill also take the bull for the sin offering, and itwill be burned in the appointed
place in the temple, outside the sanctuary.

22 “On the second day, you will offer a male goat without blemish for a sin offering.
They will purify the altar just as they purified it with the bull.

23When you have finished purifying it, youwill offer an unblemished young bull and
an unblemished ram from the flock.

24Youwill present thembefore the LORD, and the priests will scatter salt on them and
offer them up as a burnt offering to the LORD.

25 “For seven days you will provide every day a goat for a sin offering; a young bull
and a ram from the flock, both without blemish, will be provided.

26 For seven days they will make atonement for the altar and cleanse it, so they will
consecrate it.

27When the prescribed period is over, on the eighth day and thereafter the priests
will offer up on the altar your burnt offerings and your peace offerings; I will accept
you, declares the sovereign LORD.”

44
1Then he broughtme back byway of the outer gate of the sanctuarywhich faces east,

but it was shut.
2 The LORD said to me: “This gate will be shut; it will not be opened, and no one will

enter by it. For the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered by it; therefore it will remain
shut.

3Only the princemay sit in it to eat a sacrificialmeal before the LORD; hewill enter by
way of the porch of the gate and will go out by the sameway.”

4Thenhebroughtmebywayof thenorth gate to the front of the temple. As Iwatched,
I noticed the glory of the LORD filling the LORD’s temple, and I threwmyself face down.

5The LORD said to me: “Son of man, pay attention, watch closely and listen carefully
to everything I tell you concerning all the statutes of the LORD’s house and all its laws.
Pay attention to the entrances to the temple with all the exits of the sanctuary.

6 Say to the rebellious, to the house of Israel, ‘This is what the sovereign LORD says:
Enough of all your abominable practices, O house of Israel!

7 When you bring foreigners, those uncircumcised in heart and in flesh, into my
sanctuary, you desecrate it – even my house – when you offer my food, the fat and the
blood. You have brokenmy covenant by all your abominable practices.

8Youhavenot kept charge ofmyholy things, but youhave assigned foreigners to keep
charge of my sanctuary for you.

9 This is what the sovereign LORD says: No foreigner, who is uncircumcised in heart
and flesh among all the foreigners who are among the people of Israel, will enter into
my sanctuary.
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10 “‘But the Leviteswhowent far fromme, straying off fromme after their idols when
Israel went astray, will be responsible for their sin.

11 Yet they will be ministers in my sanctuary, having oversight at the gates of the
temple, and serving the temple. They will slaughter the burnt offerings and the
sacrifices for the people, and they will stand before them tominister to them.

12 Because they used to minister to them before their idols, and became a sinful
obstacle to the house of Israel, consequently I have made a vow concerning them,
declares the sovereign LORD, that they will be responsible for their sin.

13 They will not come near me to serve me as priest, nor will they come near any
of my holy things, the things which are most sacred. They will bear the shame of the
abominable deeds they have committed.

14 Yet I will appoint them to keep charge of the temple, all of its service and all that
will be done in it.

The Levitical Priests
15 “‘But the Levitical priests, the descendants of Zadok who kept the charge of my

sanctuarywhen the people of Israel went astray fromme,will approachme tominister
tome; theywill standbeforeme to offerme the fat and theblood, declares the sovereign
LORD.

16 They will enter my sanctuary, and approach my table to minister to me; they will
keepmy charge.

17 “‘When they enter the gates of the inner court, theymustwear linen garments; they
must not have anywool on themwhen theyminister in the inner gates of the court and
in the temple.

18Linen turbanswill be on their heads and linen undergarmentswill be around their
waists; theymust not bind themselves with anything that causes sweat.

19When they go out to the outer court to the people, they must remove the garments
theywereministering in, and place them in the holy chambers; theymust put on other
garments so that they will not transmit holiness to the people with their garments.

20 “‘Theymust not shave their heads nor let their hair grow long; theymust only trim
their heads.

21No priest may drink wine when he enters the inner court.
22Theymust not marry a widow or a divorcee, but theymaymarry a virgin from the

house of Israel or a widowwho is a priest’s widow.
23 Moreover, they will teach my people the difference between the holy and the

common, and show them how to distinguish between the ceremonially unclean and
the clean.

24 “‘In a controversy they will act as judges; they will judge according to my ordi-
nances. They will keep my laws and my statutes regarding all my appointed festivals
and will observemy Sabbaths.

25“‘Theymustnot comenearadeadpersonor theywill bedefiled; however, for father,
mother, son, daughter, brother or sister, theymay defile themselves.

26After a priest has become ceremonially clean, theymust count off a period of seven
days for him.

27On the day he enters the sanctuary, into the inner court to serve in the sanctuary,
hemust offer his sin offering, declares the sovereign LORD.

28 “‘This will be their inheritance: I am their inheritance, and youmust give them no
property in Israel; I am their property.

29 They may eat the grain offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering, and every
devoted thing in Israel will be theirs.
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30Thefirst of all the first fruits and all contributions of any kindwill be for the priests;
youwill also give to the priest the first portion of your dough, so that a blessingmay rest
on your house.

31The priests will not eat any bird or animal that has died a natural death orwas torn
to pieces by a wild animal.

45
1 “‘When you allot the land as an inheritance, youwill offer an allotment to the LORD,

a holy portion from the land; the lengthwill be eight and a quartermiles and thewidth
three and one-thirdmiles. This entire area will be holy.

2Of this area a square 875 feet by 875 feet will be designated for the sanctuary, with
87½ feet set aside for its open space round about.

3From thismeasured area youwillmeasure a length of eight and a quartermiles and
a width of three and one-thirdmiles; in it will be the sanctuary, the most holy place.

4 It will be a holy portion of the land; it will be for the priests, the ministers of the
sanctuary who approach the LORD tominister to him. It will be a place for their houses
and a holy place for the sanctuary.

5An area eight and a quarter miles in length and three and one-third miles in width
will be for the Levites, who minister at the temple, as the place for the cities in which
they will live.

6 “‘Alongside the portion set apart as the holy allotment, you will allot for the city an
area one and two-thirdsmiles wide and eight and a quartermiles long; it will be for the
whole house of Israel.

7“‘For theprince therewill be landonboth sides of theholy allotment and the allotted
city, alongside the holy allotment and the allotted city, on the west side and on the east
side; it will be comparable in length to one of the portions, from the west border to the
east border

8of the land. This will be his property in Israel. My princes will no longer oppressmy
people, but the land will be allotted to the house of Israel according to their tribes.

9 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: Enough, you princes of Israel! Put away
violence and destruction, and do what is just and right. Put an end to your evictions
of my people, declares the sovereign LORD.

10Youmustuse just balances, a just drymeasure (anephah), anda just liquidmeasure
(a bath).

11 The dry and liquid measures will be the same, the bath will contain a tenth of a
homer, and the ephah a tenth of a homer; the homer will be the standardmeasure.

12The shekel will be twenty gerahs. Sixty shekels will be amina for you.
13 “‘This is the offering you must offer: a sixth of an ephah from a homer of wheat; a

sixth of an ephah from a homer of barley,
14and as the prescribed portion of olive oil, one tenth of a bath from each kor (which

is ten baths or a homer, for ten baths make a homer);
15 and one sheep from each flock of two hundred, from the watered places of Israel,

for a grain offering, burnt offering, and peace offering, to make atonement for them,
declares the sovereign LORD.

16All the people of the land will contribute to this offering for the prince of Israel.
17 It will be the duty of the prince to provide the burnt offerings, the grain offering,

and the drink offering at festivals, on the newmoons and Sabbaths, at all the appointed
feasts of thehouse of Israel; hewill provide the sin offering, the grain offering, theburnt
offering, and the peace offerings to make atonement for the house of Israel.

18 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: In the first month, on the first day of the
month, youmust take an unblemished young bull and purify the sanctuary.
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19Thepriestwill take someof the blood of the sin offering andplace it on the doorpost
of the temple, on the four corners of the ledgeof thealtar, andon thedoorpost of the gate
of the inner court.

20 This is what you must do on the seventh day of the month for anyone who sins
inadvertently or through ignorance; so you will make atonement for the temple.

21 “‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you will celebrate the
Passover, and for seven days breadmade without yeast will be eaten.

22On that day the prince will provide for himself and for all the people of the land a
bull for a sin offering.

23 And during the seven days of the feast he will provide as a burnt offering to the
LORD seven bulls and seven rams, all without blemish, on each of the seven days, and a
male goat daily for a sin offering.

24He will provide as a grain offering an ephah for each bull, an ephah for each ram,
and a gallon of olive oil for each ephah of grain.

25 In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month, at the feast, he will make
the same provisions for the sin offering, burnt offering, and grain offering, and for the
olive oil, for the seven days.

46
1 “‘This iswhat the sovereignLORD says: The gate of the inner court that faces eastwill

be closed six working days, but on the Sabbath day it will be opened and on the day of
the newmoon it will be opened.

2The princewill enter byway of the porch of the gate from the outside, andwill stand
by the doorpost of the gate. The priests will provide his burnt offering and his peace
offerings, and he will bow down at the threshold of the gate and then go out. But the
gate will not be closed until evening.

3The people of the landwill bowdown at the entrance of that gate before the LORD on
the Sabbaths and on the newmoons.

4The burnt offeringwhich the princewill offer to the LORD on the Sabbath daywill be
six unblemished lambs and one unblemished ram.

5 The grain offering will be an ephah with the ram, and the grain offering with the
lambs will be as much as he is able to give, and a gallon of olive oil with an ephah.

6On the day of the newmoon hewill offer an unblemished young bull, and six lambs
and a ram, all without blemish.

7Hewill provide a grain offering: an ephahwith the bull and an ephahwith the ram,
and with the lambs as much as he wishes, and a gallon of olive oil with each ephah of
grain.

8When the prince enters, hewill come byway of the porch of the gate andwill go out
the sameway.

9“‘When thepeopleof the landcomebefore theLORDat theappointed feasts,whoever
enters byway of the north gate toworshipwill go out byway of the south gate; whoever
enters by way of the south gate will go out by way of the north gate. No one will return
by way of the gate they entered but will go out straight ahead.

10When they come in, the prince will come in with them, and when they go out, he
will go out.

11“‘At the festivals andat the appointed feasts the grain offeringwill be an ephahwith
the bull and an ephah with the ram, and with the lambs as much as one is able, and a
gallon of olive oil with each ephah of grain.

12When the prince provides a freewill offering, a burnt offering, or peace offerings as
a voluntary offering to the LORD, the gate facing east will be opened for him, and hewill
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provide his burnt offering and his peace offerings just as he did on the Sabbath. Then
he will go out, and the gate will be closed after he goes out.

13 “‘You will provide a lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt offering daily to
the LORD; morning bymorning he will provide it.

14 And you will provide a grain offering with it morning by morning, a sixth of an
ephah, and a third of a gallon of olive oil to moisten the choice flour, as a grain offering
to the LORD; this is a perpetual statute.

15 Thus they will provide the lamb, the grain offering, and the olive oil morning by
morning, as a perpetual burnt offering.

16 “‘This is what the sovereign LORD says: If the prince should give a gift to one of his
sons as his inheritance, it will belong to his sons, it is their property by inheritance.

17But if he gives a gift fromhis inheritance to oneof his servants, itwill behis until the
year of liberty; then it will revert to the prince. His inheritance will only remain with
his sons.

18 The prince will not take away any of the people’s inheritance by oppressively
removing them from their property. He will give his sons an inheritance from his own
possessions so that my people will not be scattered, each from his own property.’ ”

19 Then he brought me through the entrance, which was at the side of the gate, into
the holy chambers for the priests which faced north. There I saw a place at the extreme
western end.

20He said tome, “This is the placewhere the priestswill boil the guilt offering and the
sin offering, andwhere theywill bake the grain offering, so that they do not bring them
out to the outer court to transmit holiness to the people.”

21 Then he brought me out to the outer court and led me past the four corners of the
court, and I noticed that in every corner of the court there was a court.

22 In the four corners of the court were small courts, 70 feet in length and 52½ feet in
width; the four were all the same size.

23There was a row of masonry around each of the four courts, and places for boiling
offerings weremade under the rows all around.

24 Then he said to me, “These are the houses for boiling, where the ministers of the
temple boil the sacrifices of the people.”

47
1 Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple. I noticed that water was

flowing from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced
east). The water was flowing down from under the right side of the temple, from south
of the altar.

2He led me out by way of the north gate and brought me around the outside of the
outer gate that faces toward the east; I noticed that thewaterwas trickling out from the
south side.

3 When the man went out toward the east with a measuring line in his hand, he
measured 1,750 feet, and then he ledme through water, which was ankle deep.

4Again he measured 1,750 feet and led me through the water, which was now knee
deep. Oncemorehemeasured1,750 feet and ledme through thewater,whichwaswaist
deep.

5Again he measured 1,750 feet and it was a river I could not cross, for the water had
risen; it was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be crossed.

6He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?”
Then he ledme back to the bank of the river.
7When I had returned, I noticed a vast number of trees on the banks of the river, on

both sides.
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8He said to me, “These waters go out toward the eastern region and flow down into
theArabah;when theyenter theDeadSea,where the sea is stagnant, thewatersbecome
fresh.

9 Every living creature which swarms where the river flows will live; there will be
many fish, for these waters flow there. It will become fresh and everything will live
where the river flows.

10 Fishermen will stand beside it; from Engedi to En-eglaim they will spread nets.
They will catchmany kinds of fish, like the fish of the Great Sea.

11But its swamps and its marshes will not become fresh; they will remain salty.
12Onboth sides of the river’s banks, every kindof treewill grow for food. Their leaves

will not wither nor will their fruit fail, but they will bear fruit every month, because
theirwater sourceflows from the sanctuary. Their fruitwill be for food and their leaves
for healing.”

Boundaries for the Land
13This iswhat the sovereign LORD says: “Here are the borders youwill observe as you

allot the land to the twelve tribes of Israel. (Joseph will have two portions.)
14Youmust divide it equally just as I vowed to give it to your forefathers; this landwill

be assigned as your inheritance.
15 “This will be the border of the land: On the north side, from the Great Sea by way

of Hethlon to the entrance of Zedad;
16 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, which is between the border of Damascus and the

border of Hamath, as far as Hazer-hattikon, which is on the border of Hauran.
17The borderwill run from the sea to Hazar-enan, at the border of Damascus, and on

the north is the border of Hamath. This is the north side.
18On the east side, betweenHauran and Damascus, and between Gilead and the land

of Israel, will be the Jordan. You will measure from the border to the eastern sea. This
is the east side.

19On the south side itwill run fromTamar to thewaters ofMeribathKadesh, the river,
to the Great Sea. This is the south side.

20 On the west side the Great Sea will be the boundary to a point opposite Lebo-
hamath. This is the west side.

21 “This is how youwill divide this land for yourselves among the tribes of Israel.
22 You must allot it as an inheritance among yourselves and for the foreigners who

reside among you, who have fathered sons among you. Youmust treat them as native-
born among the people of Israel; they will be allotted an inheritance with you among
the tribes of Israel.

23 In whatever tribe the foreigner resides, there you will give him his inheritance,”
declares the sovereign LORD.

48
1“Theseare thenamesof the tribes: Fromthenorthernendbeside theroadofHethlon

to Lebo-hamath, as far as Hazar-enan (which is on the border of Damascus, toward
the north beside Hamath), extending from the east side to the west, Dan will have one
portion.

2Next to theborder ofDan, from the east side to thewest, Asherwill have oneportion.
3Next to the border of Asher from the east side to the west, Naphtali will have one

portion.
4Next to the border ofNaphtali from the east side to thewest,Manassehwill have one

portion.
5Next to the border ofManasseh from the east side to thewest, Ephraimwill have one

portion.
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6Next to the border of Ephraim from the east side to the west, Reuben will have one
portion.

7 Next to the border of Reuben from the east side to the west, Judah will have one
portion.

8 “Next to the border of Judah from the east side to the west will be the allotment you
must set apart. It is to be eight and a quarter miles wide, and the same length as one of
the tribal portions, from the east side to the west; the sanctuary will be in themiddle of
it.

9 The allotment you set apart to the LORD will be eight and a quarter miles in length
and three and one-thirdmiles in width.

10These will be the allotments for the holy portion: for the priests, toward the north
eight and a quartermiles in length, toward thewest three and one-thirdmiles inwidth,
toward the east three and one-third miles in width, and toward the south eight and a
quartermiles in length; the sanctuaryof theLORD|strong="H3069"will be in themiddle.

11 This will be for the priests who are set apart from the descendants of Zadok who
kept my charge and did not go astray when the people of Israel strayed off, like the
Levites did.

12 It will be their portion from the allotment of the land, amost holy place, next to the
border of the Levites.

13 “Alongside the border of the priests, the Levites will have an allotment eight and a
quarter miles in length and three and one-third miles in width. The whole length will
be eight and a quarter miles and the width three and one-thirdmiles.

14Theymust not sell or exchange any of it; theymust not transfer this choice portion
of land, for it is set apart to the LORD.

15 “The remainder, one and two-thirdsmiles inwidth and eight and a quartermiles in
length, will be for common use by the city, for houses and for open space. The city will
be in themiddle of it;

16 these will be its measurements: The north side will be one and one-half miles, the
south side one and one-half miles, the east side one and one-half miles, and the west
side one and one-half miles.

17 The city will have open spaces: On the north there will be 437½ feet, on the south
437½ feet, on the east 437½ feet, and on the west 437½ feet.

18 The remainder of the length alongside the holy allotment will be three and one-
third miles to the east and three and one-third miles toward the west, and it will be
beside the holy allotment. Its produce will be for food for the workers of the city.

19The workers of the city from all the tribes of Israel will cultivate it.
20 The whole allotment will be eight and a quarter miles square, you must set apart

the holy allotment with the possession of the city.
21“The rest, onboth sides of theholyallotment and thepropertyof the city,will belong

to the prince. Extending from the eight and a quarter miles of the holy allotment to
the east border, and westward from the eight and a quarter miles to the west border,
alongside theportions, itwill belong to theprince. Theholyallotmentand the sanctuary
of the temple will be in themiddle of it.

22Thepropertyof theLevitesandof thecitywill be in themiddleof thatwhichbelongs
to the prince. The portion between the border of Judah and the border of Benjaminwill
be for the prince.

23 “As for the rest of the tribes: From the east side to thewest side, Benjaminwill have
one portion.

24Next to theborder of Benjamin, from the east side to thewest side, Simeonwill have
one portion.
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25Next to the border of Simeon, from the east side to thewest side, Issacharwill have
one portion.

26Next to the border of Issachar, from the east side to thewest side, Zebulunwill have
one portion.

27Next to the border of Zebulun, from the east side to thewest side, Gadwill have one
portion.

28Next to the border of Gad, at the south side, the border will run from Tamar to the
waters of Meribath Kadesh, to the Stream of Egypt and on to the Great Sea.

29 This is the land which you will allot to the tribes of Israel, and these are their
portions, declares the sovereign LORD.

30 “These are the exits of the city: On the north side, one and one-half miles by
measure,

31 the gates of the city will be named for the tribes of Israel; there will be three gates
to the north: one gate for Reuben, one gate for Judah, and one gate for Levi.

32On the east side, one andone-halfmiles in length, therewill be three gates: one gate
for Joseph, one gate for Benjamin, and one gate for Dan.

33On the south side, one and one-halfmiles bymeasure, therewill be three gates: one
gate for Simeon, one gate for Issachar, and one gate for Zebulun.

34On the west side, one and one-half miles in length, there will be three gates: one
gate for Gad, one gate for Asher, and one gate for Naphtali.

35The circumference of the city will be six miles. The name of the city from that day
forward will be: ‘The LORD Is There.’ ”
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Daniel
Daniel Finds Favor in Babylon

1 In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon advanced against Jerusalem and laid it under siege.

2Now the Lord delivered King Jehoiakim of Judah into his power, along with some of
the vessels of the temple of God. He brought them to the land of Babylonia to the temple
of his god and put the vessels in the treasury of his god.

3The king commanded Ashpenaz, who was in charge of his court officials, to choose
some of the Israelites whowere of royal and noble descent –

4 young men in whom there was no physical defect and who were handsome, well
versed in all kinds of wisdom, well educated and having keen insight, and who were
capable of entering the king’s royal service – and to teach them the literature and
language of the Babylonians.

5So the king assigned them a daily ration fromhis royal delicacies and from thewine
he himself drank. They were to be trained for the next three years. At the end of that
time they were to enter the king’s service.

6As it turned out, among these youngmenwere some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah.

7 But the overseer of the court officials renamed them. He gave Daniel the name
Belteshazzar, Hananiah he named Shadrach, Mishael he namedMeshach, and Azariah
he named Abednego.

8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the royal
delicacies or the royal wine. He therefore asked the overseer of the court officials for
permission not to defile himself.

9Then Godmade the overseer of the court officials sympathetic to Daniel.
10 But he responded to Daniel, “I fear my master the king. He is the one who

has decided your food and drink. What would happen if he saw that you looked
malnourished in comparison to the other young men your age? If that happened, you
would endanger my life with the king!”

11 Daniel then spoke to the warden whom the overseer of the court officials had
appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:

12 “Please test your servants for ten days by providing us with some vegetables to eat
and water to drink.

13Then compare our appearancewith that of the youngmenwho are eating the royal
delicacies; deal with us in light of what you see.”

14 So the warden agreed to their proposal and tested them for ten days.
15 At the end of the ten days their appearance was better and their bodies were

healthier than all the youngmenwho had been eating the royal delicacies.
16 So the warden removed the delicacies and the wine from their diet and gave them

a diet of vegetables instead.
17Now as for these four young men, God endowed themwith knowledge and skill in

all sorts of literature and wisdom – and Daniel had insight into all kinds of visions and
dreams.

18When the time appointed by the king arrived, the overseer of the court officials
brought them into Nebuchadnezzar’s presence.

19When the king spokewith them, he didnot findamong the entire group anyone like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, or Azariah. So they entered the king’s service.
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20 In every matter of wisdom and insight the king asked them about, he found them
to be ten times better than any of the magicians and astrologers that were in his entire
empire.

21NowDaniel lived on until the first year of Cyrus the king.

2
1 In the second year of his reign Nebuchadnezzar had many dreams. His mind was

disturbed and he suffered from insomnia.
2 The king issued an order to summon the magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and

wise men in order to explain his dreams to him. So they came and awaited the king’s
instructions.

3Theking told them, “I havehadadream, and I amanxious tounderstand thedream.”
4Thewisemen replied to the king: [What follows is in Aramaic ] “Oking, live forever!

Tell your servants the dream, and wewill disclose its interpretation.”
5 The king replied to the wise men, “My decision is firm. If you do not inform me

of both the dream and its interpretation, you will be dismembered and your homes
reduced to rubble!

6 But if you can disclose the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from
me gifts, a reward, and considerable honor. So disclose to me the dream and its
interpretation!”

7 They again replied, “Let the king inform us of the dream; then we will disclose its
interpretation.”

8The king replied, “I know for sure that you are attempting to gain time, because you
see that my decision is firm.

9 If you don’t informme of the dream, there is only one thing that is going to happen
to you. For you have agreed among yourselves to report to me something false and
deceitful until such time as things might change. So tell me the dream, and I will have
confidence that you can disclose its interpretation.”

10The wisemen replied to the king, “There is noman on earth who is able to disclose
the king’s secret, for no king, regardless of his position and power, has ever requested
such a thing from anymagician, astrologer, or wise man.

11What the king is asking is too difficult, and no one exists who can disclose it to the
king, except for the gods – but they don’t live amongmortals!”

12Because of this the king got furiously angry and gave orders to destroy all the wise
men of Babylon.

13Soadecreewent out, and thewisemenwere about to be executed. Theyalso sought
Daniel and his friends so that they could be executed.

14Then Daniel spokewith prudent counsel to Arioch, whowas in charge of the king’s
executioners and who had gone out to execute the wise men of Babylon.

15 He inquired of Arioch the king’s deputy, “Why is the decree from the king so
urgent?” Then Arioch informed Daniel about thematter.

16 So Daniel went in and requested the king to grant him time, that he might disclose
the interpretation to the king.

17 Then Daniel went to his home and informed his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah of thematter.

18He asked them to pray for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery
so that he and his friendswould not be destroyed alongwith the rest of thewisemen of
Babylon.

19 Then in a night vision the mystery was revealed to Daniel. So Daniel praised the
God of heaven,

20 saying,
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“Let the name of God be praised forever and ever,
for wisdom and power belong to him.
21He changes times and seasons,
deposing some kings
and establishing others.
He gives wisdom to the wise;
he imparts knowledge to those with understanding;
22he reveals deep and hidden things.
He knows what is in the darkness,
and light resides with him.
23O God of my fathers, I acknowledge and glorify you,
for you have bestowedwisdom and power onme.
Now you have enabledme to understand what I requested from you.
For you have enabledme to understand the king’s dilemma.”

24ThenDanielwent in to seeArioch (whomthekinghadappointed todestroy thewise
men of Babylon). He came and said to him, “Don’t destroy the wise men of Babylon!
Escort me to the king, and I will disclose the interpretation to him!”

25 So Arioch quickly ushered Daniel into the king’s presence, saying to him, “I have
found aman from the captives of Judahwho canmake known the interpretation to the
king.”

26 The king then asked Daniel (whose name was also Belteshazzar), “Are you able to
make known tome the dream that I saw, as well as its interpretation?”

27Daniel replied to the king, “Themystery that the king is asking about is such that no
wise men, astrologers, magicians, or diviners can possibly disclose it to the king.

28However, there is a God in heavenwho reveals mysteries, and he hasmade known
to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the times to come. The dream and the
visions you had while lying on your bed are as follows.

29 “As for you, O king, while you were in your bed your thoughts turned to future
things. The revealer of mysteries has made known to you what will take place.

30 As for me, this mystery was revealed to me not because I possess more wisdom
than any other living person, but so that the king may understand the interpretation
and comprehend the thoughts of yourmind.

31 “You, O king, were watching as a great statue – one of impressive size and
extraordinary brightness –was standing before you. Its appearance caused alarm.

32As for that statue, its headwas of fine gold, its chest and armswere of silver, its belly
and thighs were of bronze.

33 Its legs were of iron; its feet were partly of iron and partly of clay.
34 You were watching as a stone was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the

statue on its iron and clay feet, breaking them in pieces.
35 Then the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold were broken in pieces without

distinction and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors that the wind
carries away. Not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the statue
became a largemountain that filled the entire earth.

36This was the dream. Nowwewill set forth before the king its interpretation.
Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

37 “You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has granted you sovereignty,
power, strength, and honor.

38Whereverhumanbeings,wild animals, andbirds of the sky live –hehas given them
into your power. He has given you authority over them all. You are the head of gold.
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39 Now after you another kingdom will arise, one inferior to yours. Then a third
kingdom, one of bronze, will rule in all the earth.

40 Then there will be a fourth kingdom, one strong like iron. Just like iron breaks in
pieces and shatters everything, and as iron breaks in pieces all of thesemetals, so it will
break in pieces and crush the others.

41 In that you were seeing feet and toes partly of wet clay and partly of iron, so this
will be a divided kingdom. Some of the strength of iron will be in it, for you saw iron
mixed with wet clay.

42 In that the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, the latter stages of
this kingdomwill be partly strong and partly fragile.

43 And in that you saw iron mixed with wet clay, so people will be mixed with one
another without adhering to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.

44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will raise up an everlasting kingdom
that will not be destroyed and a kingdom that will not be left to another people. It will
break in pieces and bring about the demise of all these kingdoms. But it will stand
forever.

45You saw that a stonewas cut fromamountain, but not by humanhands; it smashed
the iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold into pieces. The great God has made known to
the king what will occur in the future. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is
reliable.”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar bowed down with his face to the ground and paid
homage to Daniel. He gave orders to offer sacrifice and incense to him.

47 The king replied to Daniel, “Certainly your God is a God of gods and Lord of kings
and revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery!”

48 Then the king elevated Daniel to high position and bestowed on him many
marvelous gifts. He granted him authority over the entire province of Babylon and
made him themain prefect over all the wise men of Babylon.

49AndatDaniel’s request, thekingappointedShadrach,Meshach, andAbednegoover
the administration of theprovince of Babylon. Daniel himself served in the king’s court.

3
1KingNebuchadnezzar had a golden statuemade. Itwas ninety feet tall andnine feet

wide. He erected it on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.
2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent out a summons to assemble the satraps, prefects,

governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the other authorities of
the province to attend the dedication of the statue that he had erected.

3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and
all the other provincial authorities assembled for the dedication of the statue that
King Nebuchadnezzar had erected. They were standing in front of the statue that
Nebuchadnezzar had erected.

4 Then the herald made a loud proclamation: “To you, O peoples, nations, and
language groups, the following command is given:

5 When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, trigon, harp, pipes, and all
kinds of music, you must bow down and pay homage to the golden statue that King
Nebuchadnezzar has erected.

6Whoever does not bow down and pay homage will immediately be thrown into the
midst of a furnace of blazing fire!”

7Thereforewhen theyall heard the soundof thehorn, flute, zither, trigon, harp, pipes,
and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations, and language groups began bowing
down and paying homage to the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had erected.



Daniel 3:8 1103 Daniel 3:26

8Now at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and brought malicious accusa-
tions against the Jews.

9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever!
10You have issued an edict, O king, that everyonemust bowdown and pay homage to

the golden statuewhen theyhear the soundof the horn, flute, zither, trigon, harp, pipes,
and all kinds of music.

11And whoever does not bow down and pay homage must be thrown into the midst
of a furnace of blazing fire.

12 But there are Jewish men whom you appointed over the administration of the
province of Babylon – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego – and these men have not
shown proper respect to you, O king. They don’t serve your gods and they don’t pay
homage to the golden statue that you have erected.”

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in a fit of rage demanded that they bring Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego before him. So they brought them before the king.

14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that
you don’t serve my gods and that you don’t pay homage to the golden statue that I
erected?

15 Now if you are ready, when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, trigon,
harp, pipes, and all kinds of music, you must bow down and pay homage to the statue
that I hadmade. If you don’t pay homage to it, youwill immediately be thrown into the
midst of the furnace of blazing fire. Now, who is that god who can rescue you frommy
power?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to King Nebuchadnezzar, “We do not
need to give you a reply concerning this.

17 If our God whomwe are serving exists, he is able to rescue us from the furnace of
blazing fire, and he will rescue us, O king, from your power as well.

18But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we don’t serve your gods, and wewill
not pay homage to the golden statue that you have erected.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and his disposition changed toward
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He gave orders to heat the furnace seven times
hotter than it was normally heated.

20He ordered strong soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire.

21 So those men were tied up while still wearing their cloaks, trousers, turbans, and
other clothes, and were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire.

22 But since the king’s command was so urgent, and the furnace was so excessively
hot, themenwhoescortedShadrach,Meshach, andAbednegowerekilledby the leaping
flames.

23 But those three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell into the furnace of
blazing fire while still securely bound.

GodDelivers His Servants
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was startled and quickly got up. He said to his

ministers, “Wasn’t it threemen thatwe tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied to
the king, “For sure, O king.”

25He answered, “But I see four men, untied and walking around in the midst of the
fire! No harmhas come to them! And the appearance of the fourth is like that of a god!”

26ThenNebuchadnezzar approached thedoorof the furnaceofblazingfire. He called
out, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the most high God, come out!
Come here!”
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego emerged from the fire.
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27 Once the satraps, prefects, governors, and ministers of the king had gathered
around, they saw that those men were physically unharmed by the fire. The hair of
their headswas not singed, norwere their trousers damaged. Not even the smell of fire
was to be found on them!

28 Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, “Praised be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who has sent forth his angel and has rescued his servants who trusted in
him, ignoring the edict of the king and giving up their bodies rather than serve or pay
homage to any god other than their God!

29 I hereby decree that any people, nation, or language group that blasphemes the
god of Shadrach, Meshach, or Abednegowill be dismembered and his home reduced to
rubble! For there exists no other god who can deliver in this way.”

30 Then Nebuchadnezzar promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the
province of Babylon.

4
1 “King Nebuchadnezzar, to all peoples, nations, and language groups that live in all

the land: Peace and prosperity!
2 I am delighted to tell you about the signs and wonders that the most high God has

done for me.
3 “How great are his signs!
Howmighty are his wonders!
His kingdomwill last forever,
and his authority continues from one generation to the next.”

Nebuchadnezzar Dreams of a Tree Chopped Down
4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was relaxing inmy home, living luxuriously inmy palace.
5 I saw a dream that frightened me badly. The things I imagined while lying on my

bed – these visions of mymind –were terrifyingme.
6 So I issued an order for all the wise men of Babylon to be brought before me so that

they couldmake known tome the interpretation of the dream.
7When the magicians, astrologers, wise men, and diviners entered, I recounted the

dream for them. But they were unable to make known its interpretation to me.
8Later Daniel entered (whose name is Belteshazzar after the name of my god, and in

whom there is a spirit of the holy gods). I recounted the dream for him as well,
9 saying, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, in whom I know there to be a spirit of

the holy gods andwhomnomystery baffles, considermy dream that I saw and set forth
its interpretation!

10Here are the visions of mymindwhile I was onmy bed.
While I was watching,
there was a tree in themiddle of the land.
It was enormously tall.
11The tree grew large and strong.
Its top reached far into the sky;
it could be seen from the borders of all the land.
12 Its foliage was attractive and its fruit plentiful;
on it there was food enough for all.
Under it the wild animals used to seek shade,
and in its branches the birds of the sky used to nest.
All creatures used to feed themselves from it.
13While I was watching inmymind’s visions onmy bed,
a holy sentinel came down from heaven.
14He called out loudly as follows:
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‘Chop down the tree and lop off its branches!
Strip off its foliage
and scatter its fruit!
Let the animals flee from under it
and the birds from its branches!
15But leave its taproot in the ground,
with a band of iron and bronze around it
surrounded by the grass of the field.
Let it become dampwith the dew of the sky,
and let it live with the animals in the grass of the land.
16Let his mind be altered from that of a human being,
and let an animal’s mind be given to him,
and let seven periods of time go by for him.
17This announcement is by the decree of the sentinels;
this decision is by the pronouncement of the holy ones,
so that those who are alive may understand
that the Most High has authority over human kingdoms,
and he bestows them onwhomever he wishes.
He establishes over them even the lowliest of human beings.’

18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. Now you, Belteshazzar,
declare its interpretation, for none of the wise men in my kingdom are able to make
known to me the interpretation. But you can do so, for a spirit of the holy gods is in
you.”

Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
19 Then Daniel (whose name is also Belteshazzar) was upset for a brief time; his

thoughts were alarming him. The king said, “Belteshazzar, don’t let the dream and its
interpretation alarm you.” But Belteshazzar replied, “Sir, if only the dream were for
your enemies and its interpretation applied to your adversaries!

20The tree that you saw that grew large and strong, whose top reached to the sky, and
which could be seen in all the land,

21 whose foliage was attractive and its fruit plentiful, and from which there was
food available for all, under whose branches wild animals used to live, and in whose
branches birds of the sky used to nest –

22 it is you, O king! For you have become great and strong. Your greatness is such that
it reaches to heaven, and your authority to the ends of the earth.

23As for the king seeing a holy sentinel coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop
down the tree and destroy it, but leave its taproot in the ground,with a band of iron and
bronze around it, surroundedby the grass of thefield. Let it becomedampwith the dew
of the sky, and let it livewith thewild animals, until seven periods of time go by for him’
–

24 this is the interpretation, O king! It is the decision of the Most High that this has
happened tomy lord the king.

25Youwill be driven fromhuman society, and youwill livewith thewild animals. You
will be fed grass like oxen, and you will become damp with the dew of the sky. Seven
periods of time will pass by for you, before you understand that the Most High is ruler
over human kingdoms and gives them to whomever he wishes.

26They said to leave the taproot of the tree, for your kingdomwill be restored to you
when you come to understand that heaven rules.

27 Therefore, O king, may my advice be pleasing to you. Break away from your sins
by doingwhat is right, and from your iniquities by showingmercy to the poor. Perhaps
your prosperity will be prolonged.”
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28Now all of this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.
29After twelve months, he happened to be walking around on the battlements of the

royal palace of Babylon.
30 The king uttered these words: “Is this not the great Babylon that I have built for a

royal residence bymy ownmighty strength and for mymajestic honor?”
31While these words were still on the king’s lips, a voice came down from heaven:

“It is hereby announced to you, King Nebuchadnezzar, that your kingdom has been
removed from you!

32 You will be driven from human society, and you will live with the wild animals.
You will be fed grass like oxen, and seven periods of time will pass by for you before
you understand that the Most High is ruler over human kingdoms and gives them to
whomever he wishes.”

33Now in that very moment this pronouncement about Nebuchadnezzar came true.
He was driven from human society, he ate grass like oxen, and his body became damp
with the dew of the sky, until his hair became long like an eagle’s feathers, and his nails
like a bird’s claws.

34But at the end of the appointed time I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up toward heaven,
andmy sanity returned to me.
I extolled theMost High,
and I praised and glorified the one who lives forever.
For his authority is an everlasting authority,
and his kingdom extends from one generation to the next.
35All the inhabitants of the earth are regarded as nothing.
He does as he wishes with the army of heaven
andwith those who inhabit the earth.
No one slaps his hand
and says to him, ‘What have you done?’

36At that timemy sanity returned to me. I was restored to the honor of my kingdom,
andmy splendor returned tome. Myministers andmynobleswere seekingmeout, and
I was reinstated over my kingdom. I became even greater than before.

37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, for all his
deeds are right and his ways are just. He is able to bring down those who live in pride.

5
1King Belshazzar prepared a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles, and he was

drinking wine in front of them all.
2While under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar issued an order to bring in the

gold and silver vessels – the ones that Nebuchadnezzar his father had confiscated from
the temple in Jerusalem – so that the king and his nobles, together with his wives and
his concubines, could drink from them.

3 So they brought the gold and silver vessels that had been confiscated from the
temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, together with his
wives and concubines, drank from them.

4As they drankwine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and
stone.

5At that verymoment thefingers of a humanhandappeared andwrote on the plaster
of the royal palacewall, opposite the lampstand. The kingwaswatching the back of the
hand that was writing.

6 Then all the color drained from the king’s face and he became alarmed. The joints
of his hips gave way, and his knees began knocking together.
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7The king called out loudly to summon the astrologers, wise men, and diviners. The
kingproclaimed to thewisemenofBabylon that anyonewhocould read this inscription
and disclose its interpretation would be clothed in purple and have a golden collar
placed on his neck and be third ruler in the kingdom.

8 So all the king’s wise men came in, but they were unable to read the writing or to
make known its interpretation to the king.

9ThenKingBelshazzarwasvery terrified, andhewasvisibly shaken. Hisnobleswere
completely dumbfounded.

10Due to the noise caused by the king and his nobles, the queenmother then entered
the banquet room. She said, “O king, live forever! Don’t be alarmed! Don’t be shaken!

11 There is a man in your kingdom who has within him a spirit of the holy gods. In
the days of your father, he proved to have insight, discernment, and wisdom like that
of the gods. King Nebuchadnezzar your father appointed him chief of the magicians,
astrologers, wise men, and diviners.

12Thus therewas found in thismanDaniel, whom the king renamedBelteshazzar, an
extraordinary spirit, knowledge, and skill to interpret dreams, solve riddles, and deci-
pher knotty problems. Now summon Daniel, and he will disclose the interpretation.”

13 So Daniel was brought in before the king. The king said to Daniel, “Are you that
Daniel who is one of the captives of Judah, whom my father the king brought from
Judah?

14 I have heard about you, how there is a spirit of the gods in you, and how you have
insight, discernment, and extraordinary wisdom.

15 Now the wise men and astrologers were brought before me to read this writing
and make known to me its interpretation. But they were unable to disclose the
interpretation of themessage.

16However, I have heard that you are able to provide interpretations and to decipher
knotty problems. Now if you are able to read this writing and make known to me its
interpretation, youwill wear purple and have a golden collar around your neck and be
third ruler in the kingdom.”

Daniel Interprets the Handwriting on theWall
17But Daniel replied to the king, “Keep your gifts, and give your rewards to someone

else! However, I will read the writing for the king andmake known its interpretation.
18As for you, O king, the most high God bestowed on your father Nebuchadnezzar a

kingdom, greatness, honor, andmajesty.
19Due to the greatness that he bestowed on him, all peoples, nations, and language

groups were trembling with fear before him. He killed whom he wished, he spared
whom hewished, he exalted whom hewished, and he brought lowwhom hewished.

20Andwhenhismindbecamearrogantandhis spiritfilledwithpride, hewasdeposed
from his royal throne and his honor was removed from him.

21He was driven from human society, his mind was changed to that of an animal, he
livedwith thewild donkeys, hewas fed grass like oxen, andhis bodybecamedampwith
thedewof the sky, until he came tounderstand that themosthighGodrules overhuman
kingdoms, and he appoints over themwhomever he wishes.

22 “But you, his son Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, although you knew all
this.

23 Instead, you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven. You brought before
you the vessels from his temple, and you and your nobles, together with your wives
and concubines, drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver, gold, bronze,
iron, wood, and stone – gods that cannot see or hear or comprehend! But you have not
glorified the Godwho has in his control your very breath and all your ways!
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24Therefore the palm of a handwas sent from him, and this writing was inscribed.
25 “This is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEQEL, and PHARSIN.
26 This is the interpretation of the words: As for mene – God has numbered your

kingdom’s days and brought it to an end.
27As for teqel – you are weighed on the balances and found to be lacking.
28As forperes |strong="H6537"– your kingdom is divided andgivenover to theMedes

and Persians.”
29 Then, on Belshazzar’s orders, Daniel was clothed in purple, a golden collar was

placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed third ruler in the kingdom.
30And in that very night Belshazzar, the Babylonian king, was killed.
31SoDarius theMede took control of the kingdomwhenhewas about sixty-two years

old.

6
1 It seemed like a good idea to Darius to appoint over the kingdom 120 satraps who

would be in charge of the entire kingdom.
2Over themwouldbe three supervisors, oneofwhomwasDaniel. These satrapswere

accountable to them, so that the king’s interests might not incur damage.
3 Now this Daniel was distinguishing himself above the other supervisors and the

satraps, for he had an extraordinary spirit. In fact, the king intended to appoint him
over the entire kingdom.

4 Consequently the supervisors and satraps were trying to find some pretext against
Daniel in connection with administrative matters. But they were unable to find any
such damaging evidence, because he was trustworthy and guilty of no negligence or
corruption.

5 So these men concluded, “Wewon’t find any pretext against this man Daniel unless
it is in connection with the law of his God.”

6 So these supervisors and satraps came by collusion to the king and said to him, “O
King Darius, live forever!

7 To all the supervisors of the kingdom, the prefects, satraps, counselors, and
governors it seemed like a good idea for a royal edict to be issued and an interdict to
be enforced. For the next thirty days anyonewhoprays to any god or human other than
you, O king, should be thrown into a den of lions.

8Now let the king issue a written interdict so that it cannot be altered, according to
the law of theMedes and Persians, which cannot be changed.

9 So King Darius issued the written interdict.
10When Daniel realized that a written decree had been issued, he entered his home,

where the windows in his upper room opened toward Jerusalem. Three times daily he
waskneelingandofferingprayers and thanks tohisGod just ashehadbeenaccustomed
to do previously.

11 Then those officials who had gone to the king came by collusion and found Daniel
praying and asking for help before his God.

12So they approached the king and said tohim, “Did younot issue an edict to the effect
that for the next thirty days anyonewhoprays to any god or humanother than to you, O
king, would be thrown into a den of lions?” The king replied, “That is correct, according
to the law of theMedes and Persians, which cannot be changed.”

13Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, pays no
attention to you, O king, or to the edict that you issued. Three times daily he offers his
prayer.”

14 When the king heard this, he was very upset and began thinking about how he
might rescue Daniel. Until late afternoon hewas struggling to find away to rescue him.
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15Then those men came by collusion to the king and said to him, “Recall, O king, that
it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no edict or decree that the king issues can be
changed.”

16 So the king gave the order, and Daniel was brought and thrown into a den of lions.
The king consoled Daniel by saying, “Your Godwhom you continually serve will rescue
you!”

17Then a stone was brought and placed over the opening to the den. The king sealed
itwithhis signet ring andwith those of his nobles so that nothing could be changedwith
regard to Daniel.

18Then the king departed to his palace. But he spent the night without eating, and no
diversions were brought to him. He was unable to sleep.

God Rescues Daniel from the Lions
19 In the morning, at the earliest sign of daylight, the king got up and rushed to the

lions’ den.
20 As he approached the den, he called out to Daniel in a worried voice, “Daniel,

servant of the living God, was your Godwhom you continually serve able to rescue you
from the lions?”

21Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O king, live forever!
22My God sent his angel and closed the lions’ mouths so that they have not harmed

me, because I was found to be innocent before him. Nor have I done any harm to you,
O king.”

23Then the king was delighted and gave an order to haul Daniel up from the den. So
Daniel was hauled up out of the den. He had no injury of any kind, because he had
trusted in his God.

24 The king gave another order, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel
were brought and thrown into the lions’ den – they, their children, and their wives.
They did not even reach the bottom of the den before the lions overpowered them and
crushed all their bones.

25Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and language groups whowere
living in all the land: “Peace and prosperity!

26 I have issued an edict that throughout all the dominion of my kingdom people are
to revere and fear the God of Daniel.
“For he is the living God;
he endures forever.
His kingdomwill not be destroyed;
his authority is forever.
27He rescues and delivers
and performs signs and wonders
in the heavens and on the earth.
He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions!”

28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.

7
1 In thefirst year ofKingBelshazzar ofBabylon, Daniel hadadreamfilledwithvisions

while he was lying on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream in summary fashion.
2Daniel explained: “I was watching in my vision during the night as the four winds

of the sky were stirring up the great sea.
3Then four large beasts came up from the sea; they were different from one another.
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4 “The first one was like a lion with eagles’wings. As I watched, its wings were pulled
off and it was lifted up from the ground. It was made to stand on two feet like a human
being, and a humanmindwas given to it.

5 “Then a second beast appeared, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and there
were three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and devour much
flesh!’

6 “After these things, as I was watching, another beast like a leopard appeared, with
four bird-like wings on its back. This beast had four heads, and ruling authority was
given to it.

7 “After these things, as I was watching in the night visions a fourth beast appeared –
one dreadful, terrible, and very strong. It had two large rows of iron teeth. It devoured
and crushed, and anything that was left it trampled with its feet. It was different from
all the beasts that came before it, and it had ten horns.

8 “As I was contemplating the horns, another horn – a small one – came up between
them, and three of the former hornswere torn out by the roots tomake room for it. This
horn had eyes resembling human eyes and amouth speaking arrogant things.

9 “While I was watching,
thrones were set up,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
His attire was white like snow;
the hair of his head was like lamb’s wool.
His throne was ablaze with fire
and its wheels were all aflame.
10A river of fire was streaming forth
and proceeding from his presence.
Many thousands wereministering to him;
Many tens of thousands stood ready to serve him.
The court convened
and the books were opened.

11 “Then I kept on watching because of the arrogant words of the horn that was
speaking. I was watching until the beast was killed and its body destroyed and thrown
into the flaming fire.

12 As for the rest of the beasts, their ruling authority had already been removed,
though they were permitted to go on living for a time and a season.

13 I was watching in the night visions,
“Andwith the clouds of the sky
one like a son of manwas approaching.
He went up to the Ancient of Days
and was escorted before him.
14To himwas given ruling authority, honor, and sovereignty.
All peoples, nations, and language groups were serving him.
His authority is eternal and will not pass away.
His kingdomwill not be destroyed.

AnAngel Interprets Daniel’s Vision
15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed, and the visions of my mind were

alarmingme.
16 I approached one of those standing nearby and asked him about themeaning of all

this. So he spoke withme and revealed to me the interpretation of the vision:
17 ‘These large beasts, which are four in number, represent four kings who will arise

from the earth.
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18The holy ones of theMost Highwill receive the kingdomandwill take possession of
the kingdom forever and ever.’

19 “Then I wanted to know themeaning of the fourth beast, whichwas different from
all the others. It was very dreadful, with two rows of iron teeth and bronze claws, and
it devoured, crushed, and trampled anything that was left with its feet.

20 I also wanted to know the meaning of the ten horns on its head, and of that other
hornwhich cameupandbeforewhich three others fell. Thiswas thehorn that had eyes
and a mouth speaking arrogant things, whose appearance was more formidable than
the others.

21While I was watching, that horn began to wage war against the holy ones and was
defeating them,

22 until the Ancient of Days arrived and judgment was rendered in favor of the holy
ones of the Most High. Then the time came for the holy ones to take possession of the
kingdom.
23 “This is what he told me:
‘The fourth beast means that there will be a fourth kingdom on earth
that will differ from all the other kingdoms.
It will devour all the earth
and will trample and crush it.
24The ten horns
mean that ten kings will arise from that kingdom.
Another king will arise after them,
but he will be different from the earlier ones.
He will humiliate three kings.
25Hewill speak words against the Most High.
He will harass the holy ones of the Most High continually.
His intention will be to change times established by law.
They will be delivered into his hand
For a time, times, and half a time.
26But the court will convene, and his ruling authority will be removed –
destroyed and abolished forever!
27Then the kingdom, authority,
and greatness of the kingdoms under all of heaven
will be delivered to the people of the holy ones of the Most High.
His kingdom is an eternal kingdom;
all authorities will serve him and obey him.’

28 “This is the conclusion of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts troubled me
greatly, and the color drained frommy face. But I kept thematter to myself.”

8
1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after

the one that had appeared to me previously.
2 In this vision I saw myself in Susa the citadel, which is located in the province of

Elam. In the vision I sawmyself at the Ulai Canal.
3 I looked up and saw a ramwith two horns standing at the canal. Its two horns were

both long, but one was longer than the other. The longer one was coming up after the
shorter one.

4 I saw that the ram was butting westward, northward, and southward. No animal
was able to stand before it, and therewas nonewho could deliver from its power. It did
as it pleased and acted arrogantly.
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5While I was contemplating all this, a male goat was coming from the west over the
surface of all the land without touching the ground. This goat had a conspicuous horn
between its eyes.

6 It came to the two-horned ram that I had seen standing beside the canal and rushed
against it with raging strength.

7 I saw it approaching the ram. It went into a fit of rage against the ram and struck it
and broke off its two horns. The ram had no ability to resist it. The goat hurled the ram
to the ground and trampled it. No one could deliver the ram from its power.

8 The male goat acted even more arrogantly. But no sooner had the large horn
become strong than it was broken, and there arose four conspicuous horns in its place,
extending toward the four winds of the sky.

9 From one of them came a small horn. But it grew to be very big, toward the south
and the east and toward the beautiful land.

10 It grew so big it reached the army of heaven, and it brought about the fall of some
of the army and some of the stars to the ground, where it trampled them.

11 It also acted arrogantly against the Prince of the army, from whom the daily
sacrifice was removed andwhose sanctuary was thrown down.

12 The army was given over, along with the daily sacrifice, in the course of his sinful
rebellion. It hurled truth to the ground and enjoyed success.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking. Another holy one said to the one who was
speaking, “To what period of time does the vision pertain – this vision concerning
the daily sacrifice and the destructive act of rebellion and the giving over of both the
sanctuary and army to be trampled?”

14Hesaid tome, “To2,300 evenings andmornings; then the sanctuarywill beput right
again.”

AnAngel Interprets Daniel’s Vision
15While I, Daniel, was watching the vision, I sought to understand it. Now one who

appeared to be amanwas standing before me.
16 Then I heard a human voice coming from between the banks of the Ulai. It called

out, “Gabriel, enable this person to understand the vision.”
17 So he approached the place where I was standing. As he came, I felt terrified and

fell flat on the ground. Then he said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision
pertains to the time of the end.”

18As he spokewithme, I fell into a trancewithmy face to the ground. But he touched
me and stoodme upright.

19 Then he said, “I am going to inform you about what will happen in the latter time
of wrath, for the vision pertains to the appointed time of the end.

20The ram that you sawwith the two horns stands for the kings of Media and Persia.
21The male goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between its eyes is the first

king.
22 The horn that was broken and in whose place there arose four others stands for

four kingdoms that will arise from his nation, though they will not have his strength.
23Toward theendof their rule,whenrebelliousacts are complete, a rashanddeceitful

king will arise.
24Hispowerwill begreat, but itwill notbebyhis strengthalone. Hewill cause terrible

destruction. He will be successful in what he undertakes. He will destroy powerful
people and the people of the holy ones.

25By his treachery he will succeed through deceit. He will have an arrogant attitude,
and he will destroy many who are unaware of his schemes. He will rise up against the
Prince of princes, yet he will be broken apart – but not by human agency.
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26 The vision of the evenings and mornings that was told to you is correct. But you
should seal up the vision, for it refers to a timemany days from now.”

27 I, Daniel, was exhausted and sick for days. Then I got up and again carried out the
king’s business. But I was astonished at the vision, and there was no one to explain it.

9
1 In the first year of Darius son of Ahasuerus, who was of Median descent and who

had been appointed king over the Babylonian empire –
2 in thefirst year of his reign I, Daniel, came tounderstand from the sacredbooks that,

according to the word of the LORD|strong="H3068" disclosed to the prophet Jeremiah,
the years for the fulfilling of the desolation of Jerusalemwere seventy in number.

3So I turnedmyattention to theLordGod to implorehimbyprayer and requests,with
fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.

4 I prayed to the LORD|strong="H3068" my God, confessing in this way:
“O Lord, great and awesome God who is faithful to his covenant with those who love

him and keep his commandments,
5 we have sinned! We have done what is wrong and wicked; we have rebelled by

turning away from your commandments and standards.
6 We have not paid attention to your servants the prophets, who spoke by your

authority to our kings, our leaders, and our ancestors, and to all the inhabitants of the
land as well.

7 “You are righteous, O Lord, but we are humiliated this day – the people of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far away in all the countries
inwhich youhave scattered them, because theyhavebehavedunfaithfully toward you.

8OLORD|strong="H3068", we have beenhumiliated – our kings, our leaders, and our
ancestors – because we have sinned against you.

9Yet the Lord our God is compassionate and forgiving, even thoughwe have rebelled
against him.

10We have not obeyed the LORD|strong="H3069" our God by living according to his
laws that he set before us through his servants the prophets.

11 “All Israel has broken your law and turned away by not obeying you. Therefore
you have poured out on us the judgment solemnly threatened in the law of Moses the
servant of God, for we have sinned against you.

12 He has carried out his threats against us and our rulers who were over us by
bringinggreat calamityonus –whathashappened to Jerusalemhasneverbeenequaled
under all heaven!

13 Just as it is written in the law of Moses, so all this calamity has come on us. Still we
have not tried to pacify the LORD|strong="H3068" our God by turning back from our
sin and by seeking wisdom from your reliable moral standards.

14TheLORD|strong="H3068"wasmindfulof thecalamity, andhebrought it onus. For
the LORD|strong="H3068" our God is just in all he has done, and we have not obeyed
him.

15 “Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with great
power and made a name for yourself that is remembered to this day –we have sinned
and behaved wickedly.

16 O Lord, according to all your justice, please turn your raging anger away from
your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain. For due to our sins and the iniquities of our
ancestors, Jerusalem and your people are mocked by all our neighbors.

17 “So now, our God, accept the prayer and requests of your servant, and show favor
to your devastated sanctuary for your own sake.
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18 Listen attentively, my God, and hear! Open your eyes and look on our desolated
ruins and the city called by your name. For it is not because of our own righteous deeds
that we are praying to you, but because your compassion is abundant.

19O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, pay attention, and act! Don’t delay, for your
own sake, Omy God! For your city and your people are called by your name.”

Gabriel Gives to Daniel a Prophecy of SeventyWeeks
20While I was still speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people

Israel and presentingmy request before the LORD|strong="H3068"myGod concerning
his holy mountain –

21 yes, while I was still praying, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen previously in a
vision, was approaching me in my state of extreme weariness, around the time of the
evening offering.

22He spoke with me, instructing me as follows: “Daniel, I have now come to impart
understanding to you.

23At the beginning of your requests a message went out, and I have come to convey
it to you, for you are of great value in God’s sight. Therefore consider the message and
understand the vision:
24 “Seventy weeks have been determined
concerning your people and your holy city
to put an end to rebellion,
to bring sin to completion,
to atone for iniquity,
to bring in perpetual righteousness,
to seal up the prophetic vision,
and to anoint a most holy place.
25 So know and understand:
From the issuing of the command to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem until an anointed one, a prince arrives,
there will be a period of seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.
It will again be built, with plaza andmoat,
but in distressful times.
26Now after the sixty-two weeks,
an anointed one will be cut off and have nothing.
As for the city and the sanctuary,
the people of the coming prince will destroy them.
But his end will come speedily like a flood.
Until the end of the war that has been decreed
there will be destruction.
27Hewill confirm a covenant withmany for one week.
But in themiddle of that week
he will bring sacrifices and offerings to a halt.
On the wing of abominations will come one who destroys,
until the decreed end is poured out on the one who destroys.”

10
1 In the third year of King Cyrus of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel (who

was also called Belteshazzar). This message was true and concerned a great war. He
understood themessage and gained insight by the vision.

2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for three whole weeks.
3 I ate no choice food; no meat or wine came to my lips, nor did I anoint myself with

oil until the end of those three weeks.
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4On the twenty-fourth day of the first month I was beside the great river, the Tigris.
5 I looked up and sawaman clothed in linen; aroundhiswaistwas a beltmade of gold

from Upaz.
6His body resembled yellow jasper, andhis facehadanappearance like lightning. His

eyes were like blazing torches; his arms and feet had the gleam of polished bronze. His
voice thundered forth like the sound of a large crowd.

7 Only I, Daniel, saw the vision; the men who were with me did not see it. On the
contrary, they were overcomewith fright and ran away to hide.

8 I alone was left to see this great vision. My strength drained fromme, andmy vigor
disappeared; I was without energy.

9 I listened to his voice, and as I did so I fell into a trance-like sleepwithmy face to the
ground.

10Then a hand touchedme and set me onmy hands and knees.
11Hesaid tome, “Daniel, youareof great value. Understand thewords that I amabout

to speak to you. So stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” When he said this to me,
I stood up shaking.

12Then he said tome, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel, for from the very first day you applied
your mind to understand and to humble yourself before your God, your words were
heard. I have come in response to your words.

13However, theprinceof thekingdomofPersiawasopposingme for twenty-onedays.
But Michael, one of the leading princes, came to help me, because I was left there with
the kings of Persia.

14Now I have come to help you understand what will happen to your people in the
latter days, for the vision pertains to future days.”

15While he was saying this to me, I was flat on the ground and unable to speak.
16 Then one who appeared to be a human being was touching my lips. I opened my

mouth and started to speak, saying to the one who was standing before me, “Sir, due to
the vision, anxiety has grippedme and I have no strength.

17How, sir, am I able to speak with you? My strength is gone, and I am breathless.”
18 Then the one who appeared to be a human being touched me again and strength-

enedme.
19He said to me, “Don’t be afraid, you who are valued. Peace be to you! Be strong!

Be really strong!” When he spoke tome, I was strengthened. I said, “Sir, youmay speak
now, for you have givenme strength.”

20He said, “Doyou knowwhy I have come to you? Now I amabout to return to engage
in battle with the prince of Persia. When I go, the prince of Greece is coming.

21However, I will first tell youwhat is written in a dependable book. (There is no one
who strengthens me against these princes, except Michael your prince.

11
1 And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood to strengthen him and to provide

protection for him.)
2Now I will tell you the truth.

The Angel Gives aMessage to Daniel
“Three more kings will arise for Persia. Then a fourth king will be unusually rich,

more so than all who preceded him. When he has amassed power through his riches,
he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece.

3Then a powerful king will arise, exercising great authority and doing as he pleases.
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4Shortly afterhis rise topower, his kingdomwill bebrokenupanddistributed toward
the fourwinds of the sky – but not to his posterity orwith the authority he exercised, for
his kingdomwill be uprooted and distributed to others besides these.

5 “Then the king of the south and one of his subordinates will grow strong. His
subordinate will resist him andwill rule a kingdom greater than his.

6After some years have passed, they will form an alliance. Then the daughter of the
king of the south will come to the king of the north to make an agreement, but she will
not retain her power, nor will he continue in his strength. She, together with the one
who brought her, her child, and her benefactor will all be delivered over at that time.

7 “There will arise in his place one from her family line who will come against their
army andwill enter the stronghold of the king of the north andwill move against them
successfully.

8He will also take their gods into captivity to Egypt, along with their cast images and
prized utensils of silver and gold. Then he will withdraw for some years from the king
of the north.

9Then the king of the north will advance against the empire of the king of the south,
but will withdraw to his own land.

10 His sons will wage war, mustering a large army which will advance like an
overflowing river and carrying the battle all the way to the enemy’s fortress.

11 “Then the king of the south will be enraged and will march out to fight against the
king of thenorth,whowill alsomuster a large army, but that armywill be delivered into
his hand.

12When thearmy is takenaway, thekingof the southwill becomearrogant. Hewill be
responsible for thedeathof thousandsand thousandsofpeople, buthewill not continue
to prevail.

13For the king of the north will again muster an army, one larger than before. At the
end of some years he will advance with a huge army and enormous supplies.

14 “In those times many will oppose the king of the south. Those who are violent
among your own people will rise up in confirmation of the vision, but they will falter.

15 Then the king of the north will advance and will build siege mounds and capture
a well-fortified city. The forces of the south will not prevail, not even his finest
contingents. They will have no strength to prevail.

16Theoneadvancingagainsthimwill doashepleases, andnoonewill beable to stand
before him. He will prevail in the beautiful land, and its annihilation will be within his
power.

17His intention will be to come with the strength of his entire kingdom, and he will
form alliances. He will give the king of the south a daughter in marriage in order to
destroy the kingdom, but it will not turn out to his advantage.

18Thenhewill turnhis attention to the coastal regions andwill capturemanyof them.
But a commander will bring his shameful conduct to a halt; in addition, he will make
him pay for his shameful conduct.

19Hewill then turn his attention to the fortresses of his own land, but hewill stumble
and fall, not to be found again.

20 There will arise after him one who will send out an exactor of tribute to enhance
the splendor of the kingdom, but after a few days he will be destroyed, though not in
anger or battle.

21 “Then therewill arise in his place a despicable person towhom the royal honor has
not been rightfully conferred. Hewill comeon the scene in a time of prosperity andwill
seize the kingdom through deceit.

22Armieswill be suddenly swept away indefeat beforehim; both theyanda covenant
leader will be destroyed.
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23 After entering into an alliance with him, he will behave treacherously; he will
ascend to power with only a small force.

24 In a time of prosperity for the most productive areas of the province he will
come and accomplish what neither his fathers nor their fathers accomplished. He will
distribute loot, spoils, and property to his followers, and he will devise plans against
fortified cities, but not for long.

25Hewill rouse his strength and enthusiasmagainst the king of the southwith a large
army. The king of the south will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but he
will not be able to prevail because of the plans devised against him.

26Those who share the king’s fine foodwill attempt to destroy him, and his armywill
be swept away; manywill be killed in battle.

27 These two kings, their minds filled with evil intentions, will trade lies with one
anotherat the same table. But itwill not succeed, for there is still anendat theappointed
time.

28 Then the king of the north will return to his own land with much property. His
mind will be set against the holy covenant. He will take action, and then return to his
own land.

29At anappointed timehewill again invade the south, but this latter visitwill not turn
out the way the former one did.

30 The ships of Kittim will come against him, leaving him disheartened. He will turn
back and direct his indignation against the holy covenant. He will return and honor
those who forsake the holy covenant.

31 His forces will rise up and profane the fortified sanctuary, stopping the daily
sacrifice. In its place they will set up the abomination that causes desolation.

32 Then with smooth words he will defile those who have rejected the covenant. But
the people who are loyal to their God will act valiantly.

33Thesewho arewise among the peoplewill teach themasses. However, theywill fall
by the sword and by the flame, and they will be imprisoned and plundered for some
time.

34When they stumble, theywill be granted some help. Butmanywill unitewith them
deceitfully.

35Even some of thewisewill stumble, resulting in their refinement, purification, and
cleansing until the time of the end, for it is still for the appointed time.

36 “Then the kingwill do as he pleases. Hewill exalt andmagnify himself above every
deity and he will utter presumptuous things against the God of gods. He will succeed
until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been decreedmust occur.

37He will not respect the gods of his fathers – not even the god loved by women. He
will not respect any god; he will elevate himself above them all.

38What hewill honor is a god of fortresses – a god his fathers did not acknowledge he
will honor with gold, silver, valuable stones, and treasured commodities.

39He will attack mighty fortresses, aided by a foreign deity. To those who recognize
himhewill grant considerablehonor. Hewill place theminauthorityovermanypeople,
and he will parcel out land for a price.

40 “At the time of the end the king of the south will attack him. Then the king of the
north will storm against himwith chariots, horsemen, and a large armada of ships. He
will invade lands, passing through them like an overflowing river.

41 Then he will enter the beautiful land. Many will fall, but these will escape: Edom,
Moab, and the Ammonite leadership.

42Hewill extend his power against other lands; the land of Egypt will not escape.
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43 He will have control over the hidden stores of gold and silver, as well as all the
treasures of Egypt. Libyans and Ethiopians will submit to him.

44 But reports will trouble him from the east and north, and he will set out in a
tremendous rage to destroy and wipe out many.

45He will pitch his royal tents between the seas toward the beautiful holy mountain.
But he will come to his end, with no one to help him.

12
1 “At that timeMichael,
the great prince whowatches over your people,
will arise.
There will be a time of distress
unlike any other from the nation’s beginning
up to that time.
But at that time your own people,
all those whose names are foundwritten in the book,
will escape.
2Many of those who sleep
in the dusty groundwill awake –
some to everlasting life,
and others to shame and everlasting abhorrence.
3But the wise will shine
like the brightness of the heavenly expanse.
And those bringingmany to righteousness
will be like the stars forever and ever.

4 “But you, Daniel, close up these words and seal the book until the time of the end.
Manywill dash about, and knowledge will increase.”

5 I, Daniel, watched as two others stood there, one on each side of the river.
6One said to the man clothed in linen who was above the waters of the river, “When

will the end of these wondrous events occur?”
7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen who was over the waters of the river as he

raised both his right and left hands to the sky and made an oath by the one who lives
forever: “It is for a time, times, and half a time. Then, when the power of the one who
shatters the holy people has been exhausted, all these things will be finished.”

8 I heard, but I didnotunderstand. So I said, “Sir,whatwill happenafter these things?”
9He said, “Go, Daniel. For these matters are closed and sealed until the time of the

end.
10Many will be purified, made clean, and refined, but the wicked will go on being

wicked. None of the wicked will understand, though the wise will understand.
11 From the time that the daily sacrifice is removed and the abomination that causes

desolation is set in place, there are 1,290 days.
12Blessed is the one whowaits and attains to the 1,335 days.
13But you should go your way until the end. You will rest and then at the end of the

days you will arise to receive what you have been allotted.”
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Hosea
Superscription

1 This is the word of the LORD which was revealed to Hosea son of Beeri during the
timewhen Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, andHezekiah ruled Judah, and during the timewhen
Jeroboam son of Joash ruled Israel.

Symbols of Sin and Judgment: The Prostitute andHer Children
2When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, he said to him, “Go marry a prostitute

whowill bear illegitimate children conceived through prostitution, because the nation
continually commits spiritual prostitution by turning away from the LORD.”

3 So Hosea married Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim. Then she conceived and gave
birth to a son for him.

4 Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Name him ‘Jezreel,’ because in a little while I will
punish the dynasty of Jehu on account of the bloodshed in the valley of Jezreel, and I
will put an end to the kingdom of Israel.

5At that time, I will destroy themilitary power of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.”
6 She conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the LORD said|

strong="H0559" tohim, “Nameher ‘NoPity’ (Lo-Ruhamah)because Iwill no longerhave
pity on the nation of Israel. For I will certainly not forgive their guilt.

7But I will have pity on the nation of Judah. I will deliver themby the LORD their God;
I will not deliver them by the warrior’s bow, by sword, by military victory, by chariot
horses, or by chariots.”

8When she had weaned ‘No Pity’ (Lo-Ruhamah) she conceived again and gave birth
to another son.

9 Then the LORD said| strong="H0559": “Name him ‘Not My People’ (Lo-Ammi),
because you are not my people and I am not your God.”

The Restoration of Israel
10However, in the future the number of the people of Israelwill be like the sand of the

sea which can be neither measured nor numbered. Although it was said to them, “You
are not my people,” it will be said to them, “You are children of the living God!”

11 Then the people of Judah and the people of Israel will be gathered together. They
will appoint for themselves one leader, and will flourish in the land. Certainly, the day
of Jezreel will be great!

2
1Then youwill call your brother, “My People” (Ammi)! Youwill call your sister, “Pity”

(Ruhamah)!
Idolatrous IsraelWill Be Punished Like a Prostitute

2Plead earnestly with yourmother
(for she is not mywife, and I am not her husband),
so that shemight put an end to her adulterous lifestyle,
and turn away from her sexually immoral behavior.
3Otherwise, I will strip her naked,
and expose her like she was when she was born.
I will turn her land into a wilderness
andmake her country a parched land,
so that I might kill her with thirst.
4 I will have no pity on her children,
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because they are children conceived in adultery.
5For their mother has committed adultery;
she who conceived them has acted shamefully.
For she said, “I will seek out my lovers;
they are the ones who givememy bread andmywater,
mywool, my flax, my olive oil, andmywine.

The Lord’s DisciplineWill Bring Israel Back
6Therefore, I will soon fence her in with thorns;
I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way.
7Then she will pursue her lovers, but she will not catch them;
she will seek them, but she will not find them.
Then she will say,
“I will go back to my husband,
because I was better off then than I am now.”

Agricultural FertilityWithdrawn from Israel
8Yet until now she has refused to acknowledge that I was the one
who gave her the grain, the newwine, and the olive oil;
and that it was I who lavished on her the silver and gold –
which they used in worshiping Baal!
9Therefore, I will take backmy grain during the harvest time
andmy newwine when it ripens;
I will take awaymywool andmy flax
which I had provided in order to clothe her.
10 Soon I will expose her lewd nakedness in front of her lovers,
and no one will be able to rescue her fromme!
11 I will put an end to all her celebration:
her annual religious festivals,
monthly newmoon celebrations,
and weekly Sabbath festivities –
all her appointed festivals.
12 I will destroy her vines and fig trees,
about which she said, “These are mywages for prostitution
that my lovers gave to me!”
I will turn her cultivated vines and fig trees into an uncultivated thicket,
so that wild animals will devour them.
13 “I will punish her for the festival days
when she burned incense to the Baal idols;
she adorned herself with earrings and jewelry,
and went after her lovers,
but she forgot me!” says the LORD.

Future Repentance and Restoration of Israel
14However, in the future I will allure her;
I will lead her back into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.
15From there I will give back her vineyards to her,
and turn the “Valley of Trouble” into an “Opportunity for Hope.”
There she will sing as she did when she was young,
when she came up from the land of Egypt.
16 “At that time,” declares the LORD,
“you will call, ‘My husband’;
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you will never again call me, ‘Mymaster.’
17For I will remove the names of the Baal idols from your lips,
so that you will never again utter their names!”

NewCovenant Relationship with Repentant Israel
18 “At that time I will make a covenant for themwith the wild animals,
the birds of the air, and the creatures that crawl on the ground.
I will abolish the warrior’s bow and sword
– that is, every weapon of warfare – from the land,
and I will allow them to live securely.”
19 I will commit myself to you forever;
I will commit myself to you in righteousness and justice,
in steadfast love and tender compassion.
20 I will commit myself to you in faithfulness;
then you will acknowledge the LORD.”

Agricultural Fertility Restored to the Repentant Nation
21 “At that time, I will willingly respond,” declares the LORD.
“I will respond to the sky,
and the sky will respond to the ground;
22 then the groundwill respond to the grain, the newwine, and the olive oil;
and they will respond to ‘God Plants’ (Jezreel)!
23Then I will plant her as my own in the land.
I will have pity on ‘No Pity’ (Lo-Ruhamah).
I will say to ‘Not My People’ (Lo-Ammi), ‘You aremy people!’
And he will say, ‘You aremy God!’ ”

3
1 The LORD said to me, “Go, show love to your wife again, even though she loves

another man and continually commits adultery. Likewise, the LORD loves the Israelites
although they turn to other gods and love to offer raisin cakes to idols.”

2So I paid fifteen shekels of silver and about seven bushels of barley to purchase her.
3Then I told her, “Youmust livewithmemany days; youmust not commit adultery or

have sexual intercourse with another man, and I also will wait for you.”
4For the Israelites must live many days without a king or prince, without sacrifice or

sacred fertility pillar, without ephod or idols.
5 Afterward, the Israelites will turn and seek the LORD their God and their Davidic

king. Then they will submit to the LORD| strong="H3069" in fear and receive his
blessings in the future.

4
1Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites!
For the LORD has a covenant lawsuit against the people of Israel.
For there is neither faithfulness nor loyalty in the land,
nor do they acknowledge God.
2There is only cursing, lying, murder, stealing, and adultery.
They resort to violence and bloodshed.
3Therefore the land will mourn,
and all its inhabitants will perish.
The wild animals, the birds of the sky,
and even the fish in the sea will perish.

The Lord’s Dispute against the Sinful Priesthood



Hosea 4:4 1122 Hosea 4:16

4Do not let anyone accuse or contend against anyone else:
for my case is against you priests!
5You stumble day and night,
and the false prophets stumble with you;
You have destroyed your own people!
6You have destroyedmy people
by failing to acknowledgeme!
Because you refuse to acknowledgeme,
I will reject you as my priests.
Because you reject the law of your God,
I will reject your descendants.
7Themore the priests increased in numbers,
the more they rebelled against me.
They have turned their glorious calling
into a shameful disgrace!
8They feed on the sin offerings of my people;
their appetites long for their iniquity!
9 I will deal with the people and priests together:
I will punish them both for their ways,
and I will repay them for their deeds.
10They will eat, but not be satisfied;
they will engage in prostitution, but not increase in numbers;
because they have abandoned the LORD
by pursuing other gods.

Judgment of Pagan Idolatry and Cultic Prostitution
11Old and newwine
take away the understanding of my people.
12They consult their wooden idols,
and their diviner’s staff answers with an oracle.
The wind of prostitution blows them astray;
they commit spiritual adultery against their God.
13They sacrifice on themountaintops,
and burn offerings on the hills;
they sacrifice under oak, poplar, and terebinth,
because their shade is so pleasant.
As a result, your daughters have become cult prostitutes,
and your daughters-in-law commit adultery!
14 I will not punish your daughters when they commit prostitution,
nor your daughters-in-lawwhen they commit adultery.
For themen consort with harlots,
they sacrifice with temple prostitutes.
It is true: “A people that lacks understanding will come to ruin!”

Warning to Judah: DoNot Join in Israel’s Apostasy!
15Although you, O Israel, commit adultery,
do not let Judah become guilty!
Do not journey to Gilgal!
Do not go up to Beth Aven!
Do not swear, “As surely as the LORD|strong="H3069" lives!”
16 Israel has rebelled like a stubborn heifer!
Soon the LORD will put them out to pasture
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like a lamb in a broad field!
17Ephraim has attached himself to idols;
Do not go near him!

The Shameful SinnersWill Be Brought to Shame
18They consume their alcohol,
then engage in cult prostitution;
they dearly love their shameful behavior.
19Awhirlwind has wrapped them in its wings;
they will be brought to shame because of their idolatrous worship.

5
1Hear this, you priests!
Pay attention, you Israelites!
Listen closely, O king!
For judgment is about to overtake you!
For you were like a trap to Mizpah,
like a net spread out to catch Tabor.
2Those who revolt are knee-deep in slaughter,
but I will discipline them all.
3 I know Ephraim all too well;
the evil of Israel is not hidden fromme.
For you have engaged in prostitution, O Ephraim;
Israel has defiled itself.
4Their wicked deeds do not allow them to return to their God;
because a spirit of idolatry controls their heart,
and they do not acknowledge the LORD.
5The arrogance of Israel testifies against it;
Israel and Ephraimwill be overthrown because of their iniquity.
Even Judah will be brought downwith them.

The Futility of Sacrificial Ritual withoutMoral Obedience
6Although they bring their flocks and herds
to seek the favor of the LORD,
They will not find him –
he has withdrawn himself from them!
7They have committed treason against the LORD,
because they bore illegitimate children.
Soon the newmoon festival will devour them and their fields.

The Prophet’s Declaration of Judgment
8Blow the ram’s horn in Gibeah!
Sound the trumpet in Ramah!
Sound the alarm in Beth Aven!
Tremble in fear, O Benjamin!
9Ephraimwill be ruined in the day of judgment!
What I am declaring to the tribes of Israel will certainly take place!

The Oppressors of the HelplessWill Be Oppressed
10The princes of Judah are like those whomove boundarymarkers.
I will pour out my rage on them like a torrential flood!
11Ephraimwill be oppressed, crushed under judgment,
because he was determined to pursue worthless idols.

The Curse of the IncurableWound
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12 I will be like amoth to Ephraim,
like wood rot to the house of Judah.
13When Ephraim saw his sickness
and Judah saw his wound,
then Ephraim turned to Assyria,
and begged its great king for help.
But he will not be able to heal you!
He cannot cure your wound!

The LionWill Carry Israel Off Into Exile
14 I will be like a lion to Ephraim,
like a young lion to the house of Judah.
I myself will tear them to pieces,
then I will carry them off, and no one will be able to rescue them!
15Then I will return again to my lair
until they have suffered their punishment.
Then they will seekme;
in their distress they will earnestly seekme.

6
1 “Come on! Let’s return to the LORD!
He himself has torn us to pieces,
but he will heal us!
He has injured us,
but he will bandage our wounds!
2Hewill restore us in a very short time;
he will heal us in a little while,
so that wemay live in his presence.
3 So let us acknowledge him!
Let us seek to acknowledge the LORD!
He will come to our rescue as certainly as the appearance of the dawn,
as certainly as the winter rain comes,
as certainly as the spring rain that waters the land.”

Transitory Faithfulness and Imminent Judgment
4What am I going to do with you, O Ephraim?
What am I going to do with you, O Judah?
For your faithfulness is as fleeting as themorningmist;
it disappears as quickly as dawn’s dew!
5Therefore, I will certainly cut you into pieces at the hands of the prophets;
I will certainly kill you in fulfillment of my oracles of judgment;
for my judgment will come forth like the light of the dawn.
6For I delight in faithfulness, not simply in sacrifice;
I delight in acknowledging God, not simply in whole burnt offerings.

Indictments Against the Cities of Israel and Judah
7At Adam they broke the covenant;
Oh how they were unfaithful to me!
8Gilead is a city full of evildoers;
its streets are stained with bloody footprints!
9The company of priests is like a gang of robbers,
lying in ambush to pounce on a victim.
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They commit murder on the road to Shechem;
they have done heinous crimes!
10 I have seen a disgusting thing in the temple of Israel:
there Ephraim practices temple prostitution
and Judah defiles itself.
11 I have appointed a time to reap judgment for you also, O Judah!

If IsraelWould Repent of Sin, GodWould Relent of Judgment
Whenever I want to restore the fortunes of my people,

7
1whenever I want to heal Israel,
the sin of Ephraim is revealed,
and the evil deeds of Samaria are exposed.
For they do what is wrong;
thieves break into houses,
and gangs rob people out in the streets.
2They do not realize
that I remember all of their wicked deeds.
Their evil deeds have now surrounded them;
their sinful deeds are always before me.

Political Intrigue and Conspiracy in the Palace
3The royal advisers delight the king with their evil schemes,
the princes make him glad with their lies.
4They are all like bakers,
they are like a smoldering oven;
they are like a baker who does not stoke the fire
until the kneaded dough is ready for baking.
5At the celebration of their king,
his princes become inflamedwith wine;
they conspire with evildoers.
6They approach him, all the while plotting against him.
Their hearts are like an oven;
their anger smolders all night long,
but in themorning it bursts into a flaming fire.
7All of them are blazing like an oven;
they devour their rulers.
All of their kings fall –
and none of them call onme!

Israel Lacks Discernment and Refuses to Repent
8Ephraim hasmixed itself like flour among the nations;
Ephraim is like a ruined cake of bread that is scorched on one side.
9Foreigners are consuming what his strenuous labor produced,
but he does not recognize it!
His head is filled with gray hair,
but he does not realize it!
10The arrogance of Israel testifies against him,
yet they refuse to return to the LORD their God!
In spite of all this they refuse to seek him!

Israel Turns to Assyria and Egypt for Help
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11Ephraim has been like a dove,
easily deceived and lacking discernment.
They called to Egypt for help;
they turned to Assyria for protection.
12 I will throwmy bird net over themwhile they are flying,
I will bring them down like birds in the sky;
I will discipline themwhen I hear them flocking together.

Israel Has Turned Away from the Lord
13Woe to them! For they have fled fromme!
Destruction to them! For they have rebelled against me!
I want to deliver them,
but they have lied to me.
14They do not pray to me,
but howl in distress on their beds;
They slash themselves for grain and newwine,
but turn away fromme.
15Although I trained and strengthened them,
they plot evil against me!
16They turn to Baal;
they are like an unreliable bow.
Their leaders will fall by the sword
because their prayers to Baal havemademe angry.
So people will disdain them in the land of Egypt.

8
1 Sound the alarm!
An eagle looms over the temple of the LORD!
For they have broken their covenant withme,
and have rebelled against my law.
2 Israel cries out to me,
“My God, we acknowledge you!”
3But Israel has rejected what is morally good;
so an enemywill pursue him.

The Political and Cultic Sin of Israel
4They enthroned kings without my consent!
They appointed princes without my approval!
Theymade idols out of their silver and gold,
but they will be destroyed!
5O Samaria, he has rejected your calf idol!
My anger burns against them!
They will not survive much longer without being punished,
even though they are Israelites!
6That idol wasmade by a workman – it is not God!
The calf idol of Samaria will be broken to bits.

The Fertility CultistsWill Become Infertile
7They sow the wind,
and so they will reap the whirlwind!
The stalk does not have any standing grain;
it will not produce any flour.
Even if it were to yield grain,
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foreigners would swallow it all up.
8 Israel will be swallowed up among the nations;
they will be like a worthless piece of pottery.

TheWillful Donkey and theWantonHarlot
9They have gone up to Assyria,
like a wild donkey that wanders off.
Ephraim has hired prostitutes as lovers.
10Even though they have hired lovers among the nations,
I will soon gather them together for judgment.
Then they will begin to waste away
under the oppression of a mighty king.

Sacrifices Ineffective withoutMoral Obedience
11Although Ephraim has built many altars for sin offerings,
these have become altars for sinning!
12 I spelled out my law for him in great detail,
but they regard it as something totally unknown to them!
13They offer up sacrificial gifts to me,
and eat themeat,
but the LORD|strong="H3069" does not accept their sacrifices.
Soon he will remember their wrongdoing,
he will punish their sins,
and they will return to Egypt.
14 Israel has forgotten his Maker and built royal palaces,
and Judah has built many fortified cities.
But I will send fire on their cities;
it will consume their royal citadels.

9
1O Israel, do not rejoice jubilantly like the nations,
for you are unfaithful to your God.
You love to receive a prostitute's wages
on all the floors where you thresh your grain.
2Threshing floors and wine vats will not feed the people,
and newwine only deceives them.

Assyrian ExileWill Reverse the Egyptian Exodus
3They will not remain in the LORD’s|strong="H3069" land.
Ephraimwill return to Egypt;
they will eat ritually unclean food in Assyria.
4They will not pour out drink offerings of wine to the LORD;
they will not please himwith their sacrifices.
Their sacrifices will be like bread eaten while in mourning;
all those who eat themwill make themselves ritually unclean.
For their bread will be only to satisfy their appetite;
it will not come into the temple of the LORD.
5 So what will you do on the festival day,
on the festival days of the LORD?

No Escape for the Israelites This Time!
6Look! Even if they flee from the destruction,
Egypt will take hold of them,



Hosea 9:7 1128 Hosea 9:16

andMemphis will bury them.
The weeds will inherit the silver they treasure –
thorn bushes will occupy their homes.
7The time of judgment is about to arrive!
The time of retribution is imminent!
Let Israel know!

Israel Rejects Hosea’s Prophetic Exhortations
The prophet is considered a fool –
the inspiredman is viewed as amadman –
because of themultitude of your sins
and your intense animosity.
8The prophet is a watchman over Ephraim on behalf of God,
yet traps are laid for him along all of his paths;
animosity rages against him in the land of his God.

The Best of Times, theWorst of Times
9They have sunk deep into corruption
as in the days of Gibeah.
He will remember their wrongdoing.
He will repay them for their sins.
10When I found Israel, it was like finding grapes in the wilderness.
I viewed your ancestors like an early fig on a fig tree in its first season.
Then they came to Baal-Peor and they dedicated themselves to shame –
they became as detestable as what they loved.

The FertilityWorshipersWill Become Infertile
11Ephraimwill be like a bird;
what they value will fly away.
They will not bear children –
they will not enjoy pregnancy –
they will not even conceive!
12Even if they raise their children,
I will take away every last one of them.
Woe to them!
For I will turn away from them.
13 Just as lion cubs are born predators,
so Ephraimwill bear his sons for slaughter.
14Give them, O LORD –
what will you give them?
Give themwombs that miscarry,
and breasts that cannot nurse!
15Because of all their evil in Gilgal,
I hate them there.
On account of their evil deeds,
I will drive them out of my land.
I will no longer love them;
all their rulers are rebels.
16Ephraimwill be struck down –
their root will be dried up;
they will not yield any fruit.
Even if they do bear children,
I will kill their precious offspring.
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17My Godwill reject them,
for they have not obeyed him;
so they will be fugitives among the nations.

10
1 Israel was a fertile vine
that yielded fruit.
As his fruit multiplied,
hemultiplied altars to Baal.
As his land prospered,
they adorned the fertility pillars.
2Their heart is slipping;
soon they will be punished for their guilt.
The LORD will break|strong="H6202" their altars;
he will completely destroy their fertility pillars.

The LordWill Punish Israel by Removing Its Kings
3Very soon they will say, “We have no king
since we did not fear the LORD.
But what can a king do for us anyway?”
4They utter empty words,
taking false oaths andmaking empty agreements.
Therefore legal disputes sprout up
like poisonous weeds in the furrows of a plowed field.

The Calf Idol and Idolaters of SamariaWill Be Exiled
5The inhabitants of Samaria will lament over the calf idol of Beth Aven.
Its people will mourn over it;
its idolatrous priests will wail over it,
because its splendor will be taken from them into exile.
6Even the calf idol will be carried to Assyria,
as tribute for the great king.
Ephraimwill be disgraced;
Israel will be put to shame because of its wooden idol.
7 Samaria and its king will be carried off
like a twig on the surface of the waters.
8The high places of the “House ofWickedness”will be destroyed;
it is the place where Israel sins.
Thorns and thistles will grow up over its altars.
Then they will say to themountains, “Cover us!”
and to the hills, “Fall on us!”

Failure to Learn from the Sin and Judgment of Gibeah
9O Israel, you have sinned since the time of Gibeah,
and there you have remained.
Did not war overtake the evildoers in Gibeah?
10When I please, I will discipline them;
I will gather nations together to attack them,
to bind them in chains for their two sins.

Fertility Imagery: Plowing, Sowing, and Reaping
11Ephraimwas a well-trained heifer who loved to thresh grain;
I myself put a fine yoke on her neck.
I will harness Ephraim.
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Let Judah plow!
Let Jacob break up the unplowed ground for himself!
12 Sow righteousness for yourselves,
reap unfailing love.
Break up the unplowed ground for yourselves,
for it is time to seek the LORD|strong="H3069",
until he comes and showers deliverance on you.
13But you have plowedwickedness;
you have reaped injustice;
you have eaten the fruit of deception.
Because you have depended on your chariots;
you have relied on yourmanywarriors.

BethelWill Be Destroyed Like Beth Arbel
14The roar of battle will rise against your people;
all your fortresses will be devastated,
just as Shalman devastated Beth Arbel on the day of battle,
whenmothers were dashed to the groundwith their children.
15 So will it happen to you, O Bethel,
because of your great wickedness!
When that day dawns,
the king of Israel will be destroyed.

11
1When Israel was a youngman, I loved him like a son,
and I summonedmy son out of Egypt.
2But themore I summoned them,
the farther they departed fromme.
They sacrificed to the Baal idols
and burned incense to images.
3Yet it was I who led Ephraim,
I took them by the arm;
but they did not acknowledge
that I had healed them.
4 I led themwith leather cords,
with leather ropes;
I lifted the yoke from their neck,
and gently fed them.
5They will return to Egypt!
Assyria will rule over them
because they refuse to repent!
6A sword will flash in their cities,
it will destroy the bars of their city gates,
and will devour them in their fortresses.
7My people are obsessed with turning away fromme;
they call to Baal, but he will never exalt them!

The Divine Dilemma: Judgment orMercy?
8How can I give you up, O Ephraim?
How can I surrender you, O Israel?
How can I treat you like Admah?
How can I make you like Zeboiim?
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I have had a change of heart!
All my tender compassions are aroused!
9 I cannot carry out my fierce anger!
I cannot totally destroy Ephraim!
Because I am God, and not man – the Holy One among you –
I will not come in wrath!

GodWill Restore the Exiles to Israel
10Hewill roar like a lion,
and they will follow the LORD;
when he roars,
his children will come trembling from the west.
11They will return in fear and trembling
like birds from Egypt,
like doves from Assyria,
and I will settle them in their homes,” declares the LORD.

God’s Lawsuit against Israel: Breach of Covenant
12Ephraim has surroundedmewith lies;
the house of Israel has surroundedmewith deceit.
But Judah still roams about with God;
he remains faithful to the Holy One.

12
1Ephraim continually feeds on the wind;
he chases the east wind all day;
hemultiplies lies and violence.
Theymake treaties with Assyria,
and send olive oil as tribute to Egypt.
2The LORD|strong="H3069" also has a covenant lawsuit against Judah;
he will punish Jacob according to his ways
and repay him according to his deeds.

IsraelMust Return to the God of Jacob
3 In the womb he attacked his brother;
in his manly vigor he struggled with God.
4He struggled with an angel and prevailed;
he wept and begged for his favor.
He found God at Bethel,
and there he spoke with him!
5As for the LORD God Almighty,
the LORD is the name by which he is remembered!
6But youmust return to your God,
bymaintaining love and justice,
and by waiting for your God to return to you.

The Lord Refutes Israel’s False Claim of Innocence
7The businessmen love to cheat;
they use dishonest scales.
8Ephraim boasts, “I am very rich!
I have becomewealthy!
In all that I have done to gainmywealth,
no one can accuseme of any offense that is actually sinful.”
9 “I am the LORD your Godwho brought you out of Egypt;
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I will make you live in tents again as in the days of old.
10 I spoke to the prophets;
I myself revealedmany visions;
I spoke in parables through the prophets.”
11 Is there idolatry in Gilead?
Certainly its inhabitants will come to nothing!
Do they sacrifice bulls in Gilgal?
Surely their altars will be like stones heaped up on a plowed field!

Jacob in Aram, Israel in Egypt, and Ephraim in Trouble
12 Jacob fled to the country of Aram,
then Israel worked to acquire a wife;
he tended sheep to pay for her.
13The LORD brought Israel out of Egypt by a prophet,
and due to a prophet Israel was preserved alive.
14But Ephraim bitterly provoked him to anger;
so he will hold him accountable for the blood he has shed,
his Lord will repay him for the contempt he has shown.

13
1When Ephraim spoke, there was terror;
he was exalted in Israel,
but he became guilty by worshiping Baal and died.
2Even now they persist in sin!
Theymakemetal images for themselves,
idols that they skillfully fashion from their own silver;
all of them are nothing but the work of craftsmen!
There is a saying about them:
“Those who sacrifice to the calf idol are calf kissers!”
3Therefore they will disappear like themorningmist,
like early morning dew that evaporates,
like chaff that is blown away from a threshing floor,
like smoke that disappears through an openwindow.

Well-Fed IsraelWill Be Fed toWild Animals
4But I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of Egypt.
Therefore, youmust not acknowledge any God but me;
except me there is no Savior.
5 I cared for you in the wilderness,
in the dry desert where no water was.
6When they were fed, they became satisfied;
when they were satisfied, they became proud;
as a result, they forgot me!
7 So I will pounce on them like a lion;
like a leopard I will lurk by the path.
8 I will attack them like a bear robbed of her cubs –
I will rip open their chests.
I will devour them there like a lion –
like a wild animal would tear them apart.

Israel’s King Unable to Deliver the Nation
9 I will destroy you, O Israel!
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Who is there to help you?
10Where then is your king,
that hemay save you in all your cities?
Where are your rulers for whom you asked, saying,
“Giveme a king and princes”?
11 I granted you a king inmy anger,
and I will take him away inmywrath!

Israel’s PunishmentWill Not BeWithheldMuch Longer
12The punishment of Ephraim has been decreed;
his punishment is being stored up for the future.
13The labor pains of a womanwill overtake him,
but the baby will lack wisdom;
when the time arrives,
he will not come out of the womb!

The LordWill Not Relent from the Threatened Judgment
14Will I deliver them from the power of Sheol? No, I will not!
Will I redeem them from death? No, I will not!
O Death, bring on your plagues!
O Sheol, bring on your destruction!
My eyes will not show any compassion!

The Capital of the Northern EmpireWill Be Destroyed
15Even though he flourishes like a reed plant,
a scorching east wind will come,
a wind from the LORD rising up from the desert.
As a result, his spring will dry up;
his well will become dry.
That wind will spoil all his delightful foods
in the containers in his storehouse.
16 Samaria will be held guilty,
because she rebelled against her God.
They will fall by the sword,
their infants will be dashed to the ground –
their pregnant womenwill be ripped open.

14
1Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God,
for your sin has been your downfall!
2Return to the LORD and repent!
Say to him: “Completely forgive our iniquity;
accept our penitential prayer,
that wemay offer the praise of our lips as sacrificial bulls.
3Assyria cannot save us;
we will not ride warhorses.
Wewill never again say, ‘Our gods’
to what our own hands havemade.
For only you will show compassion to Orphan Israel!”

Divine Promise to Relent from Judgment and to Restore Blessings
4 “I will heal their waywardness
and love them freely,
for my anger will turn away from them.
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5 I will be like the dew to Israel;
he will blossom like a lily,
he will send down his roots like a cedar of Lebanon.
6His young shoots will grow;
his splendor will be like an olive tree,
his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon.
7People will reside again in his shade;
they will plant and harvest grain in abundance.
They will blossom like a vine,
and his famewill be like the wine from Lebanon.
8O Ephraim, I do not want to have anything to do with idols anymore!
I will answer him and care for him.
I am like a luxuriant cypress tree;
your fruitfulness comes fromme!

Concluding Exhortation
9Who is wise?
Let him discern these things!
Who is discerning?
Let him understand them!
For the ways of the LORD|strong="H3069" are right;
the godly walk in them,
but in them the rebellious stumble.
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Joel
Introduction

1This is the LORD’s message that was given
to Joel the son of Pethuel:

A Locust Plague Foreshadows the Day of the Lord
2Listen to this, you elders;
pay attention, all inhabitants of the land.
Has anything like this ever happened in your whole life
or in the lifetime of your ancestors?
3Tell your children about it,
have your children tell their children,
and their children the following generation.
4What the gazam-locust left the ‘arbeh-locust|strong="H1501" consumed,
what the ‘arbeh-locust left the yeleq-locust consumed,
andwhat the yeleq-locust left the hasil-locust consumed!
5Wake up, you drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all you wine drinkers,
because the sweet wine has been taken away from you.
6For a nation has invaded our land.
There are somany of them they are too numerous to count.
Their teeth are like those of a lion;
they tear apart their prey like a lioness.
7They have destroyed our vines;
they have turned our fig trees into mere splinters.
They have completely stripped off the bark and thrown them aside;
the twigs are stripped bare.

A Call to Lament
8Wail like a young virgin clothed in sackcloth,
lamenting the death of her husband-to-be.
9No one brings grain offerings or drink offerings
to the temple of the LORD anymore.
So the priests, those who serve the LORD, are inmourning.
10The crops of the fields have been destroyed.
The ground is in mourning because the grain has perished.
The fresh wine has dried up;
the olive oil languishes.
11Be distressed, farmers;
wail, vinedressers, over the wheat and the barley.
For the harvest of the field has perished.
12The vine has dried up;
the fig tree languishes –
the pomegranate, date, and apple as well.
In fact, all the trees of the field have dried up.
Indeed, the joy of the people has dried up!
13Get dressed and lament, you priests!
Wail, you whominister at the altar!
Come, spend the night in sackcloth, you servants of my God,
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because no one brings grain offerings or drink offerings
to the temple of your God anymore.
14Announce a holy fast;
proclaim a sacred assembly.
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land
to the temple of the LORD your God,
and cry out to the LORD.
15How awful that day will be!
For the day of the LORD is near;
it will come as destruction from the Divine Destroyer.
16Our food has been cut off right before our eyes!
There is no longer any joy or gladness in the temple of our God!
17The grains of seed have shriveled beneath their shovels.
Storehouses have been decimated
and granaries have been torn down, for the grain has dried up.
18Listen to the cattle groan!
The herds of livestock wander around in confusion
because they have no pasture.
Even the flocks of sheep are suffering.
19To you, O LORD, I call out for help,
for fire has burned up the grassy pastures,
flames have razed all the trees in the fields.
20Even the wild animals cry out to you;
for the river beds have dried up;
fire has destroyed the grassy pastures.

2
1Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm signal onmy holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land shake with fear,
for the day of the LORD is about to come.
Indeed, it is near!
2 It will be a day of dreadful darkness,
a day of foreboding storm clouds,
like blackness spread over themountains.
It is a huge and powerful army –
there has never been anything like it ever before,
and there will not be anything like it for many generations to come!
3Like fire they devour everything in their path;
a flame blazes behind them.
The land looks like the Garden of Eden before them,
but behind them there is only a desolate wilderness –
for nothing escapes them!
4They look like horses;
they charge ahead like war horses.
5They sound like chariots rumbling over mountain tops,
like the crackling of blazing fire consuming stubble,
like the noise of a mighty army being drawn up for battle.
6People writhe in fear when they see them.
All of their faces turn pale with fright.
7They charge like warriors;
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they scale walls like soldiers.
Each one proceeds on his course;
they do not alter their path.
8They do not jostle one another;
each of themmarches straight ahead.
They burst through the city defenses
and do not break ranks.
9They rush into the city;
they scale its walls.
They climb up into the houses;
they go in through the windows like a thief.
10The earth quakes before them;
the sky reverberates.
The sun and themoon grow dark;
the stars refuse to shine.
11The voice of the LORD|strong="H3069" thunders as he leads his army.
Indeed, his warriors are innumerable;
Surely his command is carried out!
Yes, the day of the LORD|strong="H3069" is awesome
and very terrifying –who can survive it?

AnAppeal for Repentance
12 “Yet even now,” the LORD says,
“return to mewith all your heart –
with fasting, weeping, andmourning.
Tear your hearts,
not just your garments!”
13Return to the LORD your God,
for he is merciful and compassionate,
slowtoangerandboundless in loyal love –oftenrelenting fromcalamitouspunishment.
14Who knows?
Perhaps he will be compassionate and grant a reprieve,
and leave blessing in his wake –
ameal offering and a drink offering for you to offer to the LORD your God!
15Blow the trumpet in Zion.
Announce a holy fast;
proclaim a sacred assembly!
16Gather the people;
sanctify an assembly!
Gather the elders;
gather the children and the nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom come out from his bedroom
and the bride from her private quarters.
17Let the priests, those who serve the LORD, weep
from the vestibule all the way back to the altar.
Let them say, “Have pity, O LORD, on your people;
please do not turn over your inheritance to bemocked,
to become a proverb among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
“Where is their God?”

The LORD’s Response
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18Then the LORD became zealous for his land;
he had compassion on his people.
19The LORD responded to his people,
“Look! I am about to restore your grain
as well as fresh wine and olive oil.
You will be fully satisfied.
I will never againmake you an object of mockery among the nations.
20 I will remove the one from the north far from you.
I will drive him out to a dry and desolate place.
Those in front will be driven eastward into the Dead Sea,
and those in back westward into theMediterranean Sea.
His stench will rise up as a foul smell.”
Indeed, the LORD has accomplished|strong="H6213" great things.
21Do not fear, my land!
Rejoice and be glad,
because the LORD has accomplished great things!
22Do not fear, wild animals!
For the pastures of the wilderness are again green with grass.
Indeed, the trees bear their fruit;
the fig tree and the vine yield to their fullest.
23Citizens of Zion, rejoice!
Be glad because of what the LORD your God has done!
For he has given to you the early rains as vindication.
He has sent to you the rains –
both the early and the late rains as formerly.
24The threshing floors are full of grain;
the vats overflowwith fresh wine and olive oil.
25 I will make up for the years
that the ‘arbeh-locust consumed your crops –
the yeleq-locust, the hasil-locust, and the gazam-locust –
my great army that I sent against you.
26Youwill have plenty to eat,
and your hunger will be fully satisfied;
you will praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has acted wondrously in your behalf.
My people will never again be put to shame.
27Youwill be convinced that I am in themidst of Israel.
I am the LORD your God; there is no other.
My people will never again be put to shame.

AnOutpouring of the Spirit
28After all of this
I will pour out my Spirit on all kinds of people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
Your elderly will have revelatory dreams;
your youngmenwill see prophetic visions.
29Even onmale and female servants
I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
30 I will produce portents both in the sky and on the earth –
blood, fire, and columns of smoke.
31The sunlight will be turned to darkness
and themoon to the color of blood,
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before the day of the LORD comes –
that great and terrible day!
32 It will so happen that
everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered.
For onMount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who survive,
just as the LORD has promised;
the remnant will be those whom the LORD will call.

3
1For look! In those days and at that time
I will return the exiles to Judah and Jerusalem.
2Then I will gather all the nations,
and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat.
I will enter into judgment against them there
concerningmy people Israel who aremy inheritance,
whom they scattered among the nations.
They partitionedmy land,
3and they cast lots for my people.
They traded a boy for a prostitute;
they sold a little girl for wine so they could drink.
4Why are you doing these things to me, Tyre and Sidon?
Are you trying to get even withme, land of Philistia?
I will very quickly repay you for what you have done!
5For you tookmy silver andmy gold
and brought my precious valuables to your own palaces.
6You sold Judeans and Jerusalemites to the Greeks,
removing them far from their own country.
7Look! I am rousing them from that place to which you sold them.
I will repay you for what you have done!
8 I will sell your sons and daughters to the people of Judah.
They will sell them to the Sabeans, a nation far away.
Indeed, the LORD has spoken!

Judgment in the Valley of Jehoshaphat
9Proclaim this among the nations:
“Prepare for a holy war!
Call out the warriors!
Let all these fightingmen approach and attack!
10Beat your plowshares into swords,
and your pruning hooks into spears!
Let the weak say, ‘I too am awarrior!’
11Lend your aid and come,
all you surrounding nations,
and gather yourselves to that place.”
Bring down, O LORD, your warriors!
12Let the nations be roused and let them go up
to the valley of Jehoshaphat,
for there I will sit in judgment on all the surrounding nations.
13Rush forth with the sickle, for the harvest is ripe!
Come, stomp the grapes, for the winepress is full!
The vats overflow.
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Indeed, their evil is great!
14Crowds, great crowds are in the valley of decision,
for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision!
15The sun andmoon are darkened;
the stars withhold their brightness.
16The LORD roars from Zion;
from Jerusalem his voice bellows out.
The heavens and the earth shake.
But the LORD is a refuge for his people;
he is a stronghold for the citizens of Israel.

The LORD’s Presence in Zion
17Youwill be convinced that I the LORD am your God,
dwelling on Zion, my holy mountain.
Jerusalemwill be holy –
conquering armies will no longer pass through it.
18On that day themountains will drip with sweet wine,
and the hills will flowwithmilk.
All the dry stream beds of Judah will flowwith water.
A spring will flow out from the temple of the LORD,
watering the Valley of Acacia Trees.
19Egypt will be desolate
and Edomwill be a desolate wilderness,
because of the violence they did to the people of Judah,
in whose land they shed innocent blood.
20But Judah will reside securely forever,
and Jerusalemwill be secure from one generation to the next.
21 I will avenge their blood which I had not previously acquitted.
It is the LORD who dwells in Zion!
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Amos
Introduction

1 The following is a record of what Amos prophesied. He was one of the herdsmen
from Tekoa. These prophecies about Israel were revealed to him during the time of
King Uzziah of Judah and King Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel, two years before the
earthquake.

GodWill Judge the Surrounding Nations
2Amos said:
“The LORD comes roaring out of Zion;
from Jerusalem he comes bellowing!
The shepherds’ pastures wilt;
the summit of Carmel withers.”
3This is what the LORD says:
“Because Damascus has committed three crimes –
make that four! – I will not revokemy
decree of judgment.
They ripped through Gilead like threshing sledges with iron teeth.
4 So I will set Hazael’s house on fire;
fire will consume Ben Hadad’s fortresses.
5 I will break the bar on the gate of Damascus.
I will remove the ruler fromWicked Valley,
the one who holds the royal scepter from Beth Eden.
The people of Aramwill be deported to Kir.”
The LORD has spoken!
6This is what the LORD says:
“Because Gaza has committed three crimes –
make that four! – I will not revokemy decree of judgment.
They deported a whole community and sold them to Edom.
7 So I will set Gaza’s city wall on fire;
fire will consume her fortresses.
8 I will remove the ruler from Ashdod,
the one who holds the royal scepter from Ashkelon.
I will strike Ekron withmy hand;
the rest of the Philistines will also die.”
The sovereign LORD has spoken!
9This is what the LORD says:
“Because Tyre has committed three crimes –
make that four! – I will not revokemy decree of judgment.
They sold a whole community to Edom;
they failed to observe a treaty of brotherhood.
10 So I will set fire to Tyre’s city wall;
fire will consume her fortresses.”
11This is what the LORD|strong="H3069" says:
“Because Edom has committed three crimes –
make that four! – I will not revokemy decree of judgment.
He chased his brother with a sword;
he wiped out his allies.
In his anger he tore them apart without stopping to rest;
in his fury he relentlessly attacked them.
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12 So I will set Teman on fire;
fire will consume Bozrah’s fortresses.”
13This is what the LORD says:
“Because the Ammonites have committed three crimes –
make that four! – I will not revokemy decree of judgment.
They ripped open Gilead’s pregnant women
so they could expand their territory.
14 So I will set fire to Rabbah’s city wall;
fire will consume her fortresses.
War cries will be heard on the day of battle;
a strong gale will blow on the day of the windstorm.
15Ammon’s king will be deported;
he and his officials will be carried off together.”
The LORD has spoken!

2
1This is what the LORD says:
“Because Moab has committed three crimes –
make that four! – I will not revokemy decree of judgment.
They burned the bones of Edom’s king into lime.
2 So I will set Moab on fire,
and it will consume Kerioth’s fortresses.
Moab will perish in the heat of battle
amid war cries and the blaring of the ram’s horn.
3 I will removeMoab’s leader;
I will kill all Moab’s officials with him.”
The LORD has spoken!
4This is what the LORD|strong="H3069" says:
“Because Judah has committed three covenant transgressions –
make that four! – I will not revokemy decree of judgment.
They rejected the LORD’s law;
they did not obey his commands.
Their false gods,
to which their fathers were loyal,
led them astray.
5 So I will set Judah on fire,
and it will consume Jerusalem’s fortresses.”

GodWill Judge Israel
6This is what the LORD says:
“Because Israel has committed three covenant transgressions –
make that four! – I will not revokemy decree of judgment.
They sold the innocent for silver,
the needy for a pair of sandals.
7They trample on the dirt-covered heads of the poor;
they push the destitute away.
Aman and his father go to the same girl;
in this way they show disrespect for mymoral purity.
8They stretch out on clothing seized as collateral;
they do so right beside every altar!
They drink wine bought with the fines they have levied;
they do so right in the temple of their God!
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9For Israel’s sake I destroyed the Amorites.
They were as tall as cedars
and as strong as oaks,
but I destroyed the fruit on their branches
and their roots in the ground.
10 I brought you up from the land of Egypt;
I led you through the wilderness for forty years
so you could take the Amorites’ land as your own.
11 I made some of your sons prophets
and some of your youngmen Nazirites.
Is this not true, you Israelites?”
The LORD is speaking!
12 “But youmade the Nazirites drink wine;
you commanded the prophets, ‘Do not prophesy!’
13Look! I will press you down,
like a cart loaded downwith grain presses down.
14Fast runners will find no place to hide;
strongmenwill have no strength left;
warriors will not be able to save their lives.
15Archers will not hold their ground;
fast runners will not save their lives,
nor will those who ride horses.
16Bravehearted warriors will run away naked in that day.”
The LORD is speaking!

3
1Listen, you Israelites, to this message which the LORD is proclaiming against you! This

message is for the entire clan I brought up from the land of Egypt:
2 “I have chosen you alone from all the clans of the earth. Therefore I will punish you
for all your sins.”
3Do twowalk together without havingmet?
4Does a lion roar in the woods if he has not cornered his prey?
Does a young lion bellow from his den if he has not caught something?
5Does a bird swoop down into a trap on the ground if there is no bait?
Does a trap spring up from the ground unless it has surely caught something?
6 If an alarm sounds in a city, do people not fear?
If disaster overtakes a city, is the LORD not responsible?
7 Certainly the sovereign LORD does nothing without first revealing his plan to his

servants the prophets.
8A lion has roared! Who is not afraid?
The sovereign LORD has spoken! Who can refuse to prophesy?

SamariaWill Fall
9Make this announcement in the fortresses of Ashdod
and in the fortresses in the land of Egypt.
Say this:
“Gather on the hills around Samaria!
Observe themany acts of violence taking place within the city,
the oppressive deeds occurring in it.”
10 “They do not know how to do what is right.” (The LORD is speaking.)
“They store up the spoils of destructive violence in their fortresses.
11Therefore,” says the sovereign LORD, “an enemywill encircle the land.
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Hewill take away your power;
your fortresses will be looted.”
12This is what the LORD says:
“Just as a shepherd salvages from the lion’smouth a couple of leg bones or a piece of an

ear,
so the Israelites who live in Samaria will be salvaged.
They will be left with just a corner of a bed,
and a part of a couch.”
13Listen andwarn the family of Jacob!
The sovereign LORD, the Godwho commands armies, is speaking!
14 “Certainly when I punish Israel for their covenant transgressions,
I will destroy Bethel’s altars.
The horns of the altar will be cut off and fall to the ground.
15 I will destroy both the winter and summer houses.
The houses filled with ivory will be ruined,
the great houses will be swept away.”
The LORD is speaking!

4
1Listen to this message, you cows of Bashanwho live onMount Samaria!
You oppress the poor;
you crush the needy.
You say to your husbands,
“Bring us more to drink!”
2The sovereign LORD confirms this oath by his own holy character:
“Certainly the time is approaching
when youwill be carried away in baskets,
every last one of you in fishermen’s pots.
3Each of you will go straight through the gaps in the walls;
you will be thrown out toward Harmon.”
The LORD is speaking!

Israel has an Appointment with God
4 “Go to Bethel and rebel!
At Gilgal rebel somemore!
Bring your sacrifices in themorning,
your tithes on the third day!
5Burn a thank offering of breadmade with yeast!
Make a public display of your voluntary offerings!
For you love to do this, you Israelites.”
The sovereign LORD is speaking!
6 “But surely I gave you no food to eat in any of your cities;
you lacked food everywhere you live.
Still you did not come back to me.”
The LORD is speaking!
7 “I withheld rain from you threemonths before the harvest.
I gave rain to one city, but not to another.
One field would get rain, but the field that received no rain dried up.
8People from two or three cities staggered into one city to get water,
but remained thirsty.
Still you did not come back to me.”
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The LORD is speaking!
9 “I destroyed your crops with blight and disease.
Locusts kept devouring your orchards, vineyards, fig trees, and olive trees.
Still you did not come back to me.”
The LORD is speaking!
10 “I sent against you a plague like one of the Egyptian plagues.
I killed your youngmenwith the sword,
along with the horses you had captured.
I made the stench from the corpses rise up into your nostrils.
Still you did not come back to me.”
The LORD is speaking!
11 “I overthrew some of you the way God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.
You were like a burning stick snatched from the flames.
Still you did not come back to me.”
The LORD is speaking!
12 “Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel.
Because I will do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, Israel!
13For here he is!
He formed themountains and created the wind.
He reveals his plans to men.
He turns the dawn into darkness
andmarches on the heights of the earth.
The LORD, the Godwho commands armies, is his name!”

5
1Listen to this funeral song I am ready to sing about you, family of Israel:
2 “The virgin Israel has fallen down andwill not get up again.
She is abandoned on her own land
with no one to help her get up.”
3The sovereign LORD says this:
“The city that marches out with a thousand soldiers will have only a hundred left;
the town thatmarches out with a hundred soldiers will have only ten left for the family

of Israel.”
4The LORD says this to the family of Israel:
“Seekme so you can live!
5Do not seek Bethel!
Do not visit Gilgal!
Do not journey down to Beer Sheba!
For the people of Gilgal will certainly be carried into exile;
and Bethel will become a place where disaster abounds.”
6 Seek the LORD|strong="H3069" so you can live!
Otherwise he will break out like fire against Joseph’s family;
the fire will consume
and no one will be able to quench it and save Bethel.
7The Israelites turn justice into bitterness;
they throwwhat is fair and right to the ground.
8 (But there is one whomade the constellations Pleiades and Orion;
he can turn the darkness into morning
and daylight into night.
He summons the water of the seas
and pours it out on the earth’s surface.
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The LORD is his name!
9He flashes destruction down upon the strong
so that destruction overwhelms the fortified places.)
10The Israelites hate anyone who arbitrates at the city gate;
they despise anyone who speaks honestly.
11Therefore, because youmake the poor pay taxes on their crops
and exact a grain tax from them,
you will not live in the houses you built with chiseled stone,
nor will you drink the wine from the fine vineyards you planted.
12Certainly I am aware of yourmany rebellious acts
and your numerous sins.
You torment the innocent, you take bribes,
and you deny justice to the needy at the city gate.
13For this reason whoever is smart keeps quiet in such a time,
for it is an evil time.
14 Seek good and not evil so you can live!
Then the LORD, the God who commands armies, just might be with you,
as you claim he is.
15Hate what is wrong, love what is right!
Promote justice at the city gate!
Maybe the LORD, the Godwho commands armies, will havemercy on thosewho are left

from Joseph.
16 Because of Israel’s sins this is what the LORD, the God who commands armies, the

sovereign One, says:
“In all the squares there will be wailing,
in all the streets they will mourn the dead.
They will tell the field workers to lament
and the professional mourners to wail.
17 In all the vineyards there will be wailing,
for I will pass through yourmidst,” says the LORD.

The Lord Demands Justice
18Woe to those whowish for the day of the LORD
Why do youwant the LORD’s day of judgment to come?
It will bring darkness, not light.
19Disaster will be inescapable,
as if a man ran from a lion only to meet a bear,
then escaped into a house,
leaned his hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a poisonous snake.
20Don’t you realize the LORD’s day of judgment will bring darkness, not light –
gloomy blackness, not bright light?
21 “I absolutely despise your festivals!
I get no pleasure from your religious assemblies!
22Even if you offerme burnt and grain offerings, I will not be satisfied;
I will not look with favor on your peace offerings of fattened calves.
23Take away fromme your noisy songs;
I don’t want to hear themusic of your stringed instruments.
24 Justice must flow like torrents of water,
righteous actions like a stream that never dries up.
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25 You did not bring me sacrifices and grain offerings during the forty years you spent
in the wilderness, family of Israel.

26Youwill pick up your images of Sikkuth, your king,
and Kiyyun, your star god, which youmade for yourselves,
27and I will drive you into exile beyond Damascus,” says the LORD.
He is called the Godwho commands armies!

6
1Woe to those who live in ease in Zion,
to those who feel secure onMount Samaria.
They think of themselves as the elite class of the best nation.
The family of Israel looks to them for leadership.
2They say to the people:
“Journey over to Calneh and look at it!
Then go from there to Hamath-Rabbah!
Then go down to Gath of the Philistines!
Are they superior to our two kingdoms?
Is their territory larger than yours?”
3You refuse to believe a day of disaster will come,
but you establish a reign of violence.
4They lie around on beds decorated with ivory,
and sprawl out on their couches.
They eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from themiddle of the pen.
5They sing to the tune of stringed instruments;
like David they invent musical instruments.
6They drink wine from sacrificial bowls,
and pour the very best oils on themselves.
Yet they are not concerned over the ruin of Joseph.
7Therefore they will now be the first to go into exile,
and the religious banquets where they sprawl on couches will end.
8The sovereign LORD confirms this oath by his very own life.
The LORD, the Godwho commands armies, is speaking:
“I despise Jacob’s arrogance;
I hate their fortresses.
I will hand over to their enemies the city of Samaria and everything in it.”
9 If tenmen are left in one house, they too will die.
10When their close relatives, the ones who will burn the corpses, pick up their bodies
to remove the bones from the house, they will say to anyone who is in the inner rooms
of the house, “Is anyone else with you?” He will respond, “Be quiet! Don’t invoke the
LORD’s name!”
11 Indeed, look! The LORD is giving the command.
He will smash the large house to bits,
and the small house into little pieces.
12Can horses run on rocky cliffs?
Can one plow the sea with oxen?
Yet you have turned justice into a poisonous plant,
and the fruit of righteous actions into a bitter plant.
13You are happy because you conquered Lo-Debar.
You say, “Did we not conquer Karnaim by our own power?”
14 “Look! I am about to bring a nation against you, family of Israel.”
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The LORD, the Godwho commands armies, is speaking.
“They will oppress you all the way from Lebo-Hamath to the Stream of the Arabah.”

7
1 The sovereign LORD showed me this: I saw him making locusts just as the crops

planted late were beginning to sprout. (The crops planted late sprout after the royal
harvest. )

2When they had completely consumed the earth’s vegetation, I said,
“Sovereign LORD, forgive Israel!
How can Jacob survive?
He is too weak!”
3The LORD decided not to do this. “It will not happen,” the LORD said.

4The sovereignLORD showedme this: I saw the sovereignLORD summoning a shower
of fire. It consumed the great deep and devoured the fields.
5 I said, “Sovereign LORD, stop!
How can Jacob survive?
He is too weak!”
6TheLORDdecidednot todo this. The sovereignLORD said, “Thiswill not happeneither.”

7He showedme this: I saw the sovereign One standing by a tin wall holding tin in his
hand.

8The LORD said tome, “What do you see, Amos?” I said, “Tin.” The sovereignOne then
said,
“Look, I am about to place tin amongmy people Israel.
I will no longer overlook their sin.
9 Isaac’s centers of worship will become desolate;
Israel’s holy places will be in ruins.
I will attack Jeroboam’s dynasty with the sword.”

Amos Confronts a Priest
10Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent this message to King Jeroboam of Israel: “Amos

is conspiring against you in the very heart of the kingdom of Israel! The land cannot
endure all his prophecies.

11As a matter of fact, Amos is saying this: ‘Jeroboamwill die by the sword and Israel
will certainly be carried into exile away from its land.’ ”

12Amaziah then said to Amos, “Leave, you visionary! Run away to the land of Judah!
Earn your living and prophesy there!

13Don’t prophesy at Bethel any longer, for a royal temple and palace are here!”
14Amos replied to Amaziah, “I was not a prophet by profession. No, Iwas a herdsman

who also took care of sycamore fig trees.
15 Then the LORD took me from tending flocks and gave me this commission, ‘Go!

Prophesy to my people Israel!’
16 So now listen to the LORD’s message! You say, ‘Don’t prophesy against Israel! Don’t

preach against the family of Isaac!’
17 “Therefore this is what the LORD says:
‘Your wife will become a prostitute in the streets
and your sons and daughters will die violently.
Your land will be given to others
and youwill die in a foreign land.
Israel will certainly be carried into exile away from its land.’ ”

8
1The sovereign LORD showedme this: I saw a basket of summer fruit.
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2He said, “What do you see, Amos?” I replied, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the
LORD said tome, “The end has come formypeople Israel! I will no longer overlook their
sins.
3The women singing in the temple will wail in that day.”
The sovereign LORD is speaking.
“There will be many corpses littered everywhere! Be quiet!”
4Listen to this, you who trample the needy,
and do awaywith the destitute in the land.
5You say,
“Whenwill the newmoon festival be over, so we can sell grain?
Whenwill the Sabbath end, so we can open up the grain bins?
We’re eager to sell less for a higher price,
and to cheat the buyer with rigged scales!
6We’re eager to trade silver for the poor,
a pair of sandals for the needy!
Wewant to mix in some chaffwith the grain!”
7The LORD confirms this oath by the arrogance of Jacob:
“I swear I will never forget all you have done!
8Because of this the earth will quake,
and all who live in it will mourn.
The whole earth will rise like the River Nile,
it will surge upward and then grow calm, like the Nile in Egypt.
9 In that day,” says the sovereign LORD, “I will make the sun set at noon,
andmake the earth dark in themiddle of the day.
10 I will turn your festivals into funerals,
and all your songs into funeral dirges.
I will make everyone wear funeral clothes
and cause every head to be shaved bald.
I will make youmourn as if you had lost your only son;
when it ends it will indeed have been a bitter day.
11Be certain of this, the time is coming,” says the sovereign LORD,
“when I will send a famine through the land –
not a shortage of food or water
but an end to divine revelation!
12People will stagger from sea to sea,
and from the north around to the east.
They will wander about looking for a revelation from the LORD,
but they will not find any.
13 In that day your beautiful young women and your youngmenwill faint from thirst.
14 These are the ones who now take oaths in the name of the sinful idol goddess of
Samaria.
They vow, ‘As surely as your god lives, O Dan,’ or ‘As surely as your beloved one lives, O

Beer Sheba!’
But they will fall down and not get up again.”

9
1 I sawthe sovereignOnestandingby thealtarandhesaid, “Strike the topsof the support

pillars, so the thresholds shake!
Knock them down on the heads of all the people,
and I will kill the survivors with the sword.
No one will be able to run away;
no one will be able to escape.
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2Even if they could dig down into the netherworld,
my handwould pull them up from there.
Even if they could climb up to heaven,
I would drag them down from there.
3Even if they were to hide on the top of Mount Carmel,
I would hunt them down and take them from there.
Even if they tried to hide fromme at the bottom of the sea,
from there I would command the Sea Serpent to bite them.
4Evenwhen their enemies drive them into captivity,
from there I will command the sword to kill them.
I will not let them out of my sight;
they will experience disaster, not prosperity.”
5The sovereign LORD who commands armies will do this.
He touches the earth and it dissolves;
all who live on it mourn.
The whole earth rises like the River Nile,
and then grows calm like the Nile in Egypt.
6He builds the upper rooms of his palace in heaven
and sets its foundation supports on the earth.
He summons the water of the sea
and pours it out on the earth’s surface.
The LORD is his name.
7 “You Israelites are just like the Ethiopians inmy sight,” says the LORD.
“Certainly I brought Israel up from the land of Egypt,
but I also brought the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir.
8Look, the sovereign LORD is watching the sinful nation,
and I will destroy it from the face of the earth.
But I will not completely destroy the family of Jacob,” says the LORD.
9 “For look, I am giving a command
and I will shake the family of Israel together with all the nations.
It will resemble a sieve being shaken,
when not even a pebble falls to the ground.
10All the sinners amongmy people will die by the sword –
the ones who say, ‘Disaster will not come near, it will not confront us.’

The Restoration of the Davidic Dynasty
11 “In that day I will rebuild the collapsing hut of David.
I will seal its gaps,
repair its ruins,
and restore it to what it was like in days gone by.
12As a result they will conquer those left in Edom
and all the nations subject to my rule.”
The LORD, who is about to do this, is speaking!
13 “Be sure of this, the time is coming,” says the LORD,
“when the plowmanwill catch up to the reaper
and the one who stomps the grapes will overtake the planter.
Juice will run down the slopes,
it will flow down all the hillsides.
14 I will bring backmy people, Israel;
they will rebuild the cities lying in rubble and settle down.
They will plant vineyards and drink the wine they produce;
they will grow orchards and eat the fruit they produce.
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15 I will plant them on their land
and they will never again be uprooted from the land I have given them,”
says the LORD|strong="H3069" your God.
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Obadiah
God’s Judgment on Edom|Edom’s Approaching Destruction

1The vision that Obadiah saw.
The Lord GOD says this concerning Edom:

God’s Judgment on Edom|Edom’s Approaching Destruction
We have heard a report from the LORD.
An envoy was sent among the nations, saying,
“Arise! Let us make war against Edom!”
2The LORD says, “Look|strong="H2009"! I will make you a weak nation;
you will be greatly despised!
3Your presumptuous heart has deceived you –
you who reside in the safety of the rocky cliffs,
whose home is high in themountains.
You think to yourself,
‘No one can bringme down to the ground!’
4Even if you were to soar high like an eagle,
even if you were to make your nest among the stars,
I can bring you down even from there!” says the LORD.
5 “If thieves came to rob you during the night,
they would steal only as much as they wanted!
If grape pickers came to harvest your vineyards,
they would leave some behind for the poor!
But you will be totally destroyed!
6How the people of Esau will be thoroughly plundered!
Their hidden valuables will be ransacked!
7All your allies will force you from your homeland!
Your treaty partners will deceive you and overpower you.
Your trusted friends will set an ambush for you
that will take you by surprise!
8At that time,” the LORD says,
“I will destroy the wise sages of Edom!
the advisers from Esau’s mountain!
9Your warriors will be shattered, O Teman,
so that everyone will be destroyed from Esau’s mountain!

Edom’s Treachery Against Judah
10 “Because you violently slaughtered your relatives, the people of Jacob,
shamewill cover you, and youwill be destroyed forever.
11You stood aloof while strangers took his army captive,
and foreigners advanced to his gates.
When they cast lots over Jerusalem,
you behaved as though youwere in league with them.
12You should not have gloated when your relatives suffered calamity.
You should not have rejoiced over the people of Judah when they were destroyed.
You should not have boasted when they suffered adversity.
13You should not have entered the city of my people when they experienced distress.
You should not have joined in gloating over their misfortune when they suffered

distress.
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You should not have looted their wealth when they endured distress.
14You should not have stood at the fork in the road to slaughter those trying to escape.
You should not have captured their refugees when they suffered adversity.

The Coming Day of the Lord
15 “For the day of the LORD is approaching for all the nations!
Just as you have done, so it will be done to you.
You will get exactly what your deeds deserve.
16For just as you have drunk onmy holy mountain,
so all the nations will drink continually.
They will drink, and they will gulp down;
they will be as though they had never been.
17But onMount Zion there will be a remnant of those who escape,
and it will be a holy place once again.
The descendants of Jacob will conquer
those who had conquered them.
18The descendants of Jacob will be a fire,
and the descendants of Joseph a flame.
The descendants of Esau will be like stubble.
They will burn them up and devour them.
There will not be a single survivor of the descendants of Esau!”
Indeed, the LORD has spoken it.
19The people of the Negev will take possession of Esau’s mountain,
and the people of the Shephelah will take
possession of the land of the Philistines.
They will also take possession of the territory of Ephraim and the territory of Samaria,
and the people of Benjamin will take possession of Gilead.
20The exiles of this fortress of the people of Israel
will take possession of what belongs to
the people of Canaan, as far as Zarephath,
and the exiles of Jerusalemwho are in Sepharad
will take possession of the towns of the Negev.
21Those who have been delivered will go up onMount Zion
in order to rule over Esau’s mountain.
Then the LORD will reign as King!
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Jonah
Jonah Tries to Run from the Lord

1The LORD said to Jonah son of Amittai,
2 “Go immediately to Nineveh, that large capital city, and announce judgment against

its people because their wickedness has come tomy attention.”
3 Instead, Jonah immediately headed off to Tarshish to escape from the commission

of the LORD. He traveled to Joppa and found amerchant ship heading to Tarshish. So he
paid the fare and went aboard it to go with them to Tarshish far away from the LORD.

4But the LORD hurled a powerfulwind on the sea. Such a violent tempest arose on the
sea that the ship threatened to break up!

5The sailorswere so afraid that each cried out to his owngod and theyflung the ship’s
cargo overboard to make the ship lighter. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the
hold below deck, had lain down, and was sound asleep.

6 The ship’s captain approached him and said, “What are you doing asleep? Get up!
Cry out to your god! Perhaps your godmight take notice of us so that wemight not die!”

7 The sailors said to one another, “Come on, let’s cast lots to find out whose fault it is
that this disaster has overtaken us. ” So they cast lots, and Jonah was singled out.

8They said tohim, “Tell us,whose fault is it that this disasterhas overtakenus? What’s
your occupation? Where do you come from? What’s your country? And who are your
people?”

9He said to them, “I am a Hebrew! And I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land.”

10Hearing this, the men became even more afraid and said to him, “What have you
done?” (The men said this because they knew that he was trying to escape from the
LORD|strong="H3069", because he had previously told them. )

11Because the storm was growing worse and worse, they said to him, “What should
we do to you tomake the sea calm down for us?”

12He said to them, “Pickmeup and throwme into the sea tomake the sea quiet down,
because I know it’s my fault you are in this severe storm.”

13 Instead, they tried to row back to land, but they were not able to do so because the
storm kept growing worse and worse.

14 So they cried out to the LORD, “Oh, please, LORD, don’t let us die on account of this
man! Don’t hold us guilty of shedding innocent blood. After all, you, LORD, have done
just as you pleased.”

15 So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped raging.
16 The men feared the LORD greatly, and earnestly vowed to offer lavish sacrifices to

the Lord.
17

Jonah Prays
The LORD|strong="H3068" sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the

stomach of the fish three days and three nights.

2
1 Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the stomach of the fish
2and said,

“I called out to the LORD frommy distress,
and he answeredme;
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from the belly of Sheol I cried out for help,
and you heardmy prayer.
3You threwme into the deep waters,
into themiddle of the sea;
the ocean current engulfedme;
all the mighty waves you sent swept over me.
4 I thought I had been banished from your sight,
that I would never again see your holy temple!
5Water engulfedme up tomy neck;
the deep ocean surroundedme;
seaweed was wrapped aroundmy head.
6 I went down to the very bottoms of themountains;
the gates of the netherworld barredme in forever;
but you brought me up from the Pit, O LORD, my God.
7Whenmy life was ebbing away, I called out to the LORD,
andmy prayer came to your holy temple.
8Those whoworship worthless idols forfeit the mercy that could be theirs.
9But as for me, I promise to offer a sacrifice to you with a public declaration of praise;
I will surely do what I have promised.
Salvation belongs to the LORD!”

10Then the LORD commanded the fish and it disgorged Jonah on dry land.

3
1The LORD said to Jonah a second time,
2 “Go immediately to Nineveh, that large city, and proclaim to it themessage that I tell

you.”
3So Jonahwent immediately to Nineveh, as the LORD had said. (NowNinevehwas an

enormous city – it required three days to walk through it!)
4When Jonah began to enter the city one day’s walk, he announced, “At the end of

forty days, Nineveh will be overthrown!”
5ThepeopleofNinevehbelieved inGod, and theydeclareda fast andputon sackcloth,

from the greatest to the least of them.
6When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he got up from his throne, took off his

royal robe, put on sackcloth, and sat on ashes.
7He issued a proclamation and said, “In Nineveh, by the decree of the king and his

nobles: No human or animal, cattle or sheep, is to taste anything; theymust not eat and
theymust not drink water.

8Every person and animal must put on sackcloth andmust cry earnestly to God, and
everyonemust turn from their evil way of living and from the violence that they do.

9Who knows? Perhaps Godmight be willing to change his mind and relent and turn
from his fierce anger so that wemight not die.”

10 When God saw their actions – they turned from their evil way of living! – God
relented concerning the judgment he had threatened themwith and he did not destroy
them.

4
1This displeased Jonah terribly and he became very angry.
2 He prayed to the LORD|strong="H3069" and said, “Oh, LORD, this is just what I

thought would happen when I was in my own country. This is what I tried to prevent
by attempting to escape to Tarshish! – because I knew that you are gracious and
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compassionate, slow to anger andabounding inmercy, andonewho relents concerning
threatened judgment.

3 So now, LORD, kill me instead, because I would rather die than live!”
4The LORD said, “Are you really so very angry?”
5 Jonah left the city and sat down east of it. He made a shelter for himself there and

sat down under it in the shade to see what would happen to the city.
6 The LORD God appointed a little plant and caused it to grow up over Jonah to be a

shadeoverhis head to rescuehim fromhismisery. Now Jonahwasverydelightedabout
the little plant.

7 So God sent a worm at dawn the next day, and it attacked the little plant so that it
dried up.

8When the sun began to shine, God sent a hot east wind. So the sun beat down on
Jonah’s head, and he grew faint. So he despaired of life, and said, “I would rather die
than live!”

9God said to Jonah, “Are you really so very angry about the little plant?” And he said,
“I am as angry as I could possibly be!”

10TheLORDsaid, “Youwereupset about this little plant, something forwhichyouhave
not worked nor did you do anything tomake it grow. It grew up overnight and died the
next day.

11 Should I not be even more concerned about Nineveh, this enormous city? There
are more than one hundred twenty thousand people in it who do not know right from
wrong, as well as many animals!”
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Micah
Introduction

1 This is the prophetic message that the LORD gave to Micah of Moresheth. He
delivered thismessage during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, andHezekiah, kings of Judah.
The prophecies pertain to Samaria

The Judge is Coming
2Listen, all you nations!
Pay attention, all inhabitants of earth!
The sovereign LORD will testify against you;
the LORD|strong="H0136" will accuse you from his majestic palace.
3Look, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling place!
He will descend andmarch on the earth’s mountaintops!
4Themountains will disintegrate beneath him,
and the valleys will be split in two.
Themountains will melt like wax in a fire,
the rocks will slide down like water cascading down a steep slope.
5All this is because of Jacob’s rebellion
and the sins of the nation of Israel.
How has Jacob rebelled, you ask?
Samaria epitomizes their rebellion!
Where are Judah’s pagan worship centers, you ask?
They are right in Jerusalem!
6 “I will turn Samaria into a heap of ruins in an open field –
vineyards will be planted there!
I will tumble the rubble of her stone walls down into the valley,
and tear down her fortifications to their foundations.
7All her carved idols will be smashed to pieces;
all her metal cult statues will be destroyed by fire.
I will make a waste heap of all her images.
Since she gathered themetal as a prostitute collects her wages,
the idols will become a prostitute’s wages again.”
8For this reason I will mourn andwail;
I will walk around barefoot and without my outer garments.
I will howl like a wild dog,
and screech like an owl.
9For Samaria’s disease is incurable.
It has infected Judah;
it has spread to the leadership of my people
and has even contaminated Jerusalem!
10Don’t spread the news in Gath!
Don’t shed even a single tear!
In Beth Leaphrah sit in the dust!
11Residents of Shaphir, pass by in nakedness and humiliation!
The residents of Zaanan can’t leave their city.
Beth Ezel mourns,
“He takes from youwhat he desires.”
12 Indeed, the residents of Maroth hope for something good to happen,
though the LORD|strong="H3069" has sent disaster against the city of Jerusalem.
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13Residents of Lachish, hitch the horses to the chariots!
You influenced Daughter Zion to sin,
for Israel’s rebellious deeds can be traced back to you!
14Therefore you will have to say farewell to Moresheth Gath.
The residents of Achzib will be as disappointing
as a dried up well to the kings of Israel.
15Residents of Mareshah, a conqueror will attack you,
the leaders of Israel shall flee to Adullam.
16 Shave your heads bald as youmourn for the children you love;
shave your foreheads as bald as an eagle,
for they are taken from you into exile.

2
1Those who devise sinful plans are as good as dead,
those who dream about doing evil as they lie in bed.
As soon as morning dawns they carry out their plans,
because they have the power to do so.
2They confiscate the fields they desire,
and seize the houses they want.
They defraud people of their homes,
and deprive people of the land they have inherited.
3Therefore the LORD says this: “Look, I am devising disaster for this nation!
It will be like a yoke fromwhich you cannot free your neck.
You will no longer walk proudly,
for it will be a time of catastrophe.
4 In that day people will sing this taunt song to you –
they will mock you with this lament:
‘We are completely destroyed;
they sell off the property of my people.
How they remove it fromme!
They assign our fields to the conqueror.’
5Therefore no one will assign you land in the LORD’s community.
6 ‘Don’t preach with such impassioned rhetoric,’ they say excitedly.
‘These prophets should not preach of such things;
we will not be overtaken by humiliation.’
7Does the family of Jacob say,
‘The LORD’s patience can’t be exhausted –
he would never do such things’?
To be sure, my commands bring a reward
for those who obey them,
8but you rise up as an enemy against my people.
You steal a robe from a friend,
from those who pass by peacefully as if returning from awar.
9Youwrongly evict widows amongmy people from their cherished homes.
You defraud their children of their prized inheritance.
10But you are the ones whowill be forced to leave!
For this land is not secure!
Sin will thoroughly destroy it!
11 If a lying windbag should come and say,
‘I’ll promise you blessings of wine and beer,’
he would be just the right preacher for these people!
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The LordWill Restore His People
12 I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob,
I will certainly assemble those Israelites who remain.
I will bring them together like sheep in a fold,
like a flock in themiddle of a pasture;
they will be so numerous that they will make a lot of noise.
13The one who can break through barriers will lead them out
they will break out, pass through the gate, and leave.
Their king will advance before them,
The LORD himself will lead them.

3
1 I said,
“Listen, you leaders of Jacob,
you rulers of the nation of Israel!
You ought to knowwhat is just,
2yet you hate what is good,
and love what is evil.
You flaymy people’s skin
and rip the flesh from their bones.
3You devourmy people’s flesh,
strip off their skin,
and crush their bones.
You chop them up like flesh in a pot –
like meat in a kettle.
4 Someday these sinners will cry to the LORD for help,
but he will not answer them.
He will hide his face from them at that time,
because they have done such wicked deeds.”
5This is what the LORD says: “The prophets whomisleadmy people
are as good as dead.
If someone gives them enough to eat,
they offer an oracle of peace.
But if someone does not give them food,
they are ready to declare war on him.
6Therefore night will fall, and you will receive no visions;
it will grow dark, and youwill no longer be able to read the omens.
The sunwill set on these prophets,
and the daylight will turn to darkness over their heads.
7The prophets will be ashamed;
the omen readers will be humiliated.
All of themwill cover their mouths,
for they will receive no divine oracles.”
8But I am full of the courage that the LORD’s Spirit gives,
and have a strong commitment to justice.
This enables me to confront Jacob with its rebellion,
and Israel with its sin.
9Listen to this, you leaders of the family of Jacob,
you rulers of the nation of Israel!
You hate justice
and pervert all that is right.
10You build Zion through bloody crimes,
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Jerusalem through unjust violence.
11Her leaders take bribes when they decide legal cases,
her priests proclaim rulings for profit,
and her prophets read omens for pay.
Yet they claim to trust the LORD and say,
“The LORD is among us.
Disaster will not overtake us!”
12Therefore, because of you, Zion will be plowed up like a field,
Jerusalemwill become a heap of ruins,
and the Temple Mount will become a hill overgrownwith brush!

4
1 In the future the LORD’s Temple Mount will be themost important mountain of all;
it will be more prominent than other hills.
People will stream to it.
2Many nations will come, saying,
“Come on! Let’s go up to the LORD’s|strong="H3069" mountain,
to the temple of Jacob’s God,
so he can teach us his commands
andwe can live by his laws.”
For Zion will be the source of instruction;
the LORD’s|strong="H3069" teachings will proceed from Jerusalem.
3Hewill arbitrate betweenmany peoples
and settle disputes betweenmany distant nations.
They will beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nations will not use weapons against other nations,
and they will no longer train for war.
4Each will sit under his own grapevine
or under his own fig tree without any fear.
The LORD who commands armies has decreed it.
5Though all the nations follow their respective gods,
we will follow the LORD our God forever.

RestorationWill Follow Crisis
6 “In that day,” says the LORD, “I will gather the lame,
and assemble the outcasts whom I injured.
7 I will transform the lame into the nucleus of a new nation,
and those far off into amighty nation.
The LORD will reign over them onMount Zion,
from that day forward and forevermore.”
8As for you, watchtower for the flock,
fortress of Daughter Zion –
your former dominion will be restored,
the sovereignty that belongs to Daughter Jerusalem.
9 Jerusalem, why are you now shouting so loudly?
Has your king disappeared?
Has your wise leader been destroyed?
Is this why pain grips you as if you were a woman in labor?
10Twist and strain, Daughter Zion, as if you were in labor!
For you will leave the city
and live in the open field.
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Youwill go to Babylon,
but there you will be rescued.
There the LORD will deliver you
from the power of your enemies.
11Many nations have now assembled against you.
They say, “Jerusalemmust be desecrated,
so we can gloat over Zion!”
12But they do not knowwhat the LORD is planning;
they do not understand his strategy.
He has gathered them like stalks of grain to be threshed at the threshing floor.
13 “Get up and thresh, Daughter Zion!
For I will give you iron horns;
I will give you bronze hooves,
and you will crushmany nations.”
Youwill devote to the LORD the spoils you take from them,
and dedicate their wealth to the sovereign Ruler of the whole earth.

5
1But now slash yourself, daughter surrounded by soldiers!
We are besieged!
With a scepter they strike Israel’s ruler
on the side of his face.

AKingWill Come and a RemnantWill Prosper
2As for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
seemingly insignificant among the clans of Judah –
from you a king will emerge whowill rule over Israel onmy behalf,
one whose origins are in the distant past.
3 So the LORD will hand|strong="H5414" the people of Israel over to their enemies
until the time when the woman in labor gives birth.
Then the rest of the king’s countrymenwill return
to be reunited with the people of Israel.
4Hewill assume his post and shepherd the people by the LORD’s strength,
by the sovereign authority of the LORD|strong="H3069" his God.
They will live securely, for at that time he will be honored
even in the distant regions of the earth.
5Hewill give us peace.
Should the Assyrians try to invade our land
and attempt to set foot in our fortresses,
we will send against them seven shepherd-rulers,
make that eight commanders.
6They will rule the land of Assyria with the sword,
the land of Nimrod with a drawn sword.
Our king will rescue us from the Assyrians
should they attempt to invade our land
and try to set foot in our territory.
7Those survivors from Jacob will live
in themidst of many nations.
They will be like the dew the LORD sends,
like the rain on the grass,
that does not hope for men to come
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or wait around for humans to arrive.
8Those survivors from Jacob will live among the nations,
in themidst of many peoples.
They will be like a lion among the animals of the forest,
like a young lion among the flocks of sheep,
which attacks when it passes through;
it rips its prey and there is no one to stop it.
9Lift your hand triumphantly against your adversaries;
may all your enemies be destroyed!

The LordWill Purify His People
10 “In that day,” says the LORD,
“I will destroy your horses from yourmidst,
and smash your chariots.
11 I will destroy the cities of your land,
and tear down all your fortresses.
12 I will remove the sorcery that you practice,
and you will no longer have omen readers living among you.
13 I will remove your idols and sacred pillars from yourmidst;
you will no longer worship what your own handsmade.
14 I will uproot your images of Asherah from yourmidst,
and destroy your idols.
15 I will angrily seek vengeance
on the nations that do not obeyme.”

6
1Listen to what the LORD says:
“Get up! Defend yourself before themountains!
Present your case before the hills!”
2Hear the LORD’s accusation, youmountains,
you enduring foundations of the earth!
For the LORD|strong="H3069" has a case against his people;
he has a dispute with Israel!
3 “My people, how have I wronged you?
How have I wearied you? Answerme!
4 In fact, I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
I delivered you from that place of slavery.
I sent Moses, Aaron, andMiriam to lead you.
5My people, recall how King Balak of Moab planned to harm you,
how Balaam son of Beor responded to him.
Recall how you journeyed from Shittim to Gilgal,
so youmight acknowledge that the LORD has treated you fairly.”
6With what should I enter the LORD’s presence?
With what should I bow before the sovereign God?
Should I enter his presence with burnt offerings,
with year-old calves?
7Will the LORD accept a thousand rams,
or ten thousand streams of olive oil?
Should I give himmy firstborn child as payment for my rebellion,
my offspring –my own flesh and blood – for my sin?
8He has told you, Oman, what is good,
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andwhat the LORD really wants from you:
He wants you to promote justice, to be faithful,
and to live obediently before your God.
9Listen! The LORD is calling to the city!
It is wise to respect your authority, O LORD! |strong="H8085"
Listen, O nation, and those assembled in the city!
10 “I will not overlook, O sinful house, the dishonest gain you have hoarded away,
or the smaller-than-standardmeasure I hate somuch.
11 I do not condone the use of rigged scales,
or a bag of deceptive weights.
12The city’s richmen think nothing of resorting to violence;
her inhabitants lie,
their tongues speak deceptive words.
13 I will strike you brutally
and destroy you because of your sin.
14Youwill eat, but not be satisfied.
Even if you have the strength to overtake some prey,
you will not be able to carry it away;
if you do happen to carry away something,
I will deliver it over to the sword.
15Youwill plant crops, but will not harvest them;
you will squeeze oil from the olives, but you will have no oil to rub on your bodies;
you will squeeze juice from the grapes, but you will have no wine to drink.
16You implement the regulations of Omri,
and all the practices of Ahab’s dynasty;
you follow their policies.
Therefore I will make you an appalling sight,
the city’s inhabitants will be taunted derisively,
and nations will mock all of you.”

7
1 I am depressed!
Indeed, it is as if the summer fruit has been gathered,
and the grapes have been harvested.
There is no grape cluster to eat,
no fresh figs that I crave somuch.
2Faithful men have disappeared from the land;
there are no godly men left.
They all wait in ambush so they can shed blood;
they hunt their own brother with a net.
3They are determined to be experts at doing evil;
government officials and judges take bribes,
prominent menmake demands,
and they all do what is necessary to satisfy them.
4The best of them is like a thorn;
themost godly among them aremore dangerous than a row of thorn bushes.
The day you try to avoid by posting watchmen –
your appointed time of punishment – is on the way,
and then youwill experience confusion.
5Do not rely on a friend;
do not trust a companion!
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Don’t even share secrets with the one who lies in your arms!
6For a son thinks his father is a fool,
a daughter challenges her mother,
and a daughter-in-law hermother-in-law;
a man’s enemies are his own servants.
7But I will keep watching for the LORD;
I will wait for the Godwho delivers me.
My Godwill hear my lament.

JerusalemWill Be Vindicated
8My enemies, do not gloat over me!
Though I have fallen, I will get up.
Though I sit in darkness, the LORD will be my light.
9 I must endure the LORD’s anger,
for I have sinned against him.
But then he will defendmy cause,
and accomplish justice onmy behalf.
He will leadme out into the light;
I will experience firsthand his deliverance.
10Whenmy enemies see this, they will be covered with shame.
They say to me, “Where is the LORD your God?”
I will gloat over them.
Then they will be trampled down
like mud in the streets.
11 It will be a day for rebuilding your walls;
in that day your boundary will be extended.

A Closing Prayer
12 In that day people will come to you
from Assyria as far as Egypt,
from Egypt as far as the Euphrates River,
from the seacoasts and themountains.
13The earth will become desolate
because of what its inhabitants have done.
14 Shepherd your people with your shepherd’s rod,
the flock that belongs to you,
the one that lives alone in a thicket,
in themidst of a pastureland.
Allow them to graze in Bashan and Gilead,
as they did in the old days.
15 “As in the days when you departed from the land of Egypt,
I will show youmiraculous deeds.”
16Nations will see this and be disappointed by all their strength,
they will put their hands over their mouths,
and act as if they were deaf.
17They will lick the dust like a snake,
like serpents crawling on the ground.
They will come trembling from their strongholds
to the LORD our God;
they will be terrified of you.
18There is no other God like you!
You forgive sin
and pardon the rebellion
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of those who remain among your people.
You do not remain angry forever,
but delight in showing loyal love.
19Youwill once again havemercy on us;
you will conquer our evil deeds;
you will hurl our sins into the depths of the sea.
20Youwill be loyal to Jacob
and extend your loyal love to Abraham,
which you promised on oath to our ancestors
in ancient times.
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Nahum
Introduction

1The oracle against Nineveh;
the book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite:

God Takes Vengeance against His Enemies
2The LORD|strong="H0410" is a zealous and avenging God;
the LORD|strong="H3069" is avenging and very angry.
The LORD|strong="H3069" takes vengeance against his foes;
he sustains his rage against his enemies.
3The LORD is slow to anger but great in power;
the LORD will certainly not allow the wicked to go unpunished.

The DivineWarrior Destroys His Enemies but Protects His People
Hemarches out in the whirlwind and the raging storm;
dark storm clouds billow like dust under his feet.
4He shouts a battle cry against the sea andmakes it dry up;
hemakes all the rivers run dry.
Bashan and Carmel wither;
the blossom of Lebanonwithers.
5Themountains tremble before him,
the hills convulse;
the earth is laid waste before him,
the world and all its inhabitants are laid waste.
6No one can withstand his indignation!
No one can resist his fierce anger!
His wrath is poured out like volcanic fire,
boulders are broken up as he approaches.
7The LORD is good –
indeed, he is a fortress in time of distress,
and he protects those who seek refuge in him.
8But with an overwhelming flood
he will make a complete end of Nineveh;
he will drive his enemies into darkness.

Denunciation and Destruction of Nineveh
9Whatever you plot against the LORD, he will completely destroy!
Distress will not arise a second time.
10 Surely they will be totally consumed
like entangled thorn bushes,
like the drink of drunkards,
like very dry stubble.
11From you, O Nineveh, one has marched forth who plots evil against the LORD,
a wickedmilitary strategist.

Oracle of Deliverance to Judah
12This is what the LORD says:
“Even though they are powerful –
andwhat is more, even though their army is numerous –
nevertheless, they will be destroyed and trickle away!
Although I afflicted you,
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I will afflict you nomore.
13And now, I will break Assyria’s yoke bar from your neck;
I will tear apart the shackles that are on you.”

Oracle of Judgment against the King of Nineveh
14The LORD has issued a decree against you:
“Your dynasty will come to an end.
I will destroy the idols and images in the temples of your gods.
I will desecrate your grave – because you are accursed!”

Proclamation of the Deliverance of Judah
15Look! A herald is running on themountains!
Amessenger is proclaiming deliverance:
“Celebrate your sacred festivals, O Judah!
Fulfill your sacred vows to praise God!
For never again will the wicked Assyrians invade you,
they have been completely destroyed.”

2
1The watchmen of Nineveh shout:
“An enemywhowill scatter you is marching out to attack you!”
“Guard the rampart!
Watch the road!
Prepare yourselves for battle!
Muster yourmighty strength!”
2For the LORD will restore themajesty of Jacob,
as well as themajesty of Israel,
though their enemies have plundered them
and have destroyed their fields.

Prophetic Vision of the Fall of Nineveh
3The shields of his warriors are dyed red;
themighty soldiers are dressed in scarlet garments.
Themetal fittings of the chariots shine
like fire on the day of battle;
the soldiers brandish their spears.
4The chariots racemadly through the streets,
they rush back and forth in the broad plazas;
they look like lightning bolts,
they dash here and there like flashes of lightning.
5The commander orders his officers;
they stumble as they advance;
they rush to the city wall
and they set up the covered siege tower.
6The sluice gates are opened;
the royal palace is deluged and dissolves.
7Nineveh is taken into exile and is led away;
her slave girls moan like doves while they beat their breasts.
8Nineveh was like a pool of water throughout her days,
but now her people are running away;
she cries out: “Stop! Stop!” –
but no one turns back.
9Her conquerors cry out:



Nahum 2:10 1168 Nahum 3:6

“Plunder the silver! Plunder the gold!”
There is no end to the treasure;
riches of every kind of precious thing.
10Destruction, devastation, and desolation!
Their hearts faint,
their knees tremble,
each stomach churns, each face turns pale!

Taunt against the Once-Mighty Lion
11Where now is the den of the lions,
the feeding place of the young lions,
where the lion, lioness, and lion cub once prowled
and no one disturbed them?
12The lion tore apart as much prey as his cubs needed
and strangled prey to provide food for his lionesses;
he filled his lairs with prey
and his dens with torn flesh.

Battle Cry of the DivineWarrior
13 “I am against you!” declares the LORD who commands armies:
“I will burn your chariots with fire;
the sword will devour your young lions;
you will no longer prey upon the land;
the voices of yourmessengers will no longer be heard.”

3
1Woe to the city guilty of bloodshed!
She is full of lies;
she is filled with plunder;
she has hoarded her spoil!

Portrayal of the Destruction of Nineveh
2The chariot drivers will crack their whips;
the chariot wheels will shake the ground;
the chariot horses will gallop;
the war chariots will bolt forward!
3The charioteers will charge ahead;
their swords will flash
and their spears will glimmer!
There will be many people slain;
there will be piles of the dead,
and countless casualties –
so many that people will stumble over the corpses.

Taunt against the Harlot City
4 “Because you have acted like a wanton prostitute –
a seductive mistress who practices sorcery,
who enslaves nations by her harlotry,
and entices peoples by her sorcery –
5 I am against you,” declares the LORD who commands armies.
“I will strip off your clothes!
I will show your nakedness to the nations
and your shame to the kingdoms;
6 I will pelt you with filth;
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I will treat you with contempt;
I will make you a public spectacle.
7Everyone who sees you will turn away from you in disgust;
they will say, ‘Nineveh has been devastated!
Whowill lament for her?’
There will be no one to comfort you!”

NinevehWill Suffer the Same Fate as Thebes
8You are nomore secure than Thebes –
she was located on the banks of the Nile;
the waters surrounded her,
her rampart was the sea,
the water was her wall.
9Cush and Egypt had limitless strength;
Put and the Libyans were among her allies.
10Yet she went into captivity as an exile;
even her infants were smashed to pieces at the head of every street.
They cast lots for her nobility;
all her dignitaries were boundwith chains.
11You too will act like drunkards;
you will go into hiding;
you too will seek refuge from the enemy.

The Assyrian DefensesWill Fail
12All your fortifications will be like fig trees with first-ripe fruit:
If they are shaken, their figs will fall into themouth of the eater!
13Your warriors will be like women in yourmidst;
the gates of your land will be wide open to your enemies;
fire will consume the bars of your gates.
14Draw yourselves water for a siege!
Strengthen your fortifications!
Trample themud and tread the clay!
Makemud bricks to strengthen your walls!
15There the fire will consume you;
the sword will cut you down;
it will devour you like the young locust would.

The Assyrian DefendersWill Flee
Multiply yourself like the young locust;
multiply yourself like the flying locust!
16 Increase yourmerchants more than the stars of heaven!
They are like the young locust which sheds its skin and flies away.
17Your courtiers are like locusts,
your officials are like a swarm of locusts!
They encamp in the walls on a cold day,
yet when the sun rises, they fly away;
and no one knows where they are.

Concluding Dirge
18Your shepherds are sleeping, O king of Assyria!
Your officers are slumbering!
Your people are scattered like sheep on themountains
and there is no one to regather them!
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19Your destruction is like an incurable wound;
your demise is like a fatal injury!
All who hear what has happened to you will clap their hands for joy,
for no one ever escaped your endless cruelty!
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Habakkuk
Habakkuk Complains to the Lord

1The following is themessage which God revealed to Habakkuk the prophet:
2How long, LORD, must I cry for help?
But you do not listen!
I call out to you, “Violence!”
But you do not intervene!
3Why do you force me to witness injustice?
Why do you put up with wrongdoing?
Destruction and violence confront me;
conflict is present and onemust endure strife.
4For this reason the law lacks power,
and justice is never carried out.
Indeed, the wicked intimidate the innocent.
For this reason justice is perverted.

The Lord Reveals Some Startling News
5 “Look at the nations and pay attention!
You will be shocked and amazed!
For I will do something in your lifetime
that you will not believe even though you are forewarned.
6Look, I am about to empower the Babylonians,
that ruthless and greedy nation.
They sweep across the surface of the earth,
seizing dwelling places that do not belong to them.
7They are frightening and terrifying;
they decide for themselves what is right.
8Their horses are faster than leopards
andmore alert than wolves in the desert.
Their horses gallop,
their horses come a great distance;
like a vulture they swoop down quickly to devour their prey.
9All of them intend to do violence;
every face is determined.
They take prisoners as easily as one scoops up sand.
10Theymock kings
and laugh at rulers.
They laugh at every fortified city;
they build siege ramps and capture them.
11They sweep by like the wind and pass on.
But the one who considers himself a god will be held guilty.”

Habakkuk Voices Some Concerns
12LORD, you have been active from ancient times;
my sovereign God, you are immortal.
LORD|strong="H3069", you havemade them your instrument of judgment.
Protector, you have appointed them as your instrument of punishment.
13You are too just to tolerate evil;
you are unable to condone wrongdoing.
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So why do you put up with such treacherous people?
Why do you say nothing when the wicked devour those more righteous than they are?
14Youmade people like fish in the sea,
like animals in the sea that have no ruler.
15The Babylonian tyrant pulls them all up with a fishhook;
he hauls them in with his throw net.
When he catches them in his dragnet,
he is very happy.
16Because of his success he offers sacrifices to his throw net
and burns incense to his dragnet;
for because of them he has plenty of food,
andmore than enough to eat.
17Will he then continue to fill and empty his throw net?
Will he always destroy nations and spare none?

2
1 I will stand at mywatch post;
I will remain stationed on the city wall.
I will keep watching, so I can see what he says to me
and can know how I should answer
when he counters my argument.

The Lord Assures Habakkuk
2The LORD responded:
“Write down this message! Record it legibly on tablets,
so the one who announces it may read it easily.
3For themessage is a witness to what is decreed;
it gives reliable testimony about howmatters will turn out.
Even if the message is not fulfilled right away, wait patiently;
for it will certainly come to pass – it will not arrive late.
4Look, the one whose desires are not upright will faint from exhaustion,
but the person of integrity will live because of his faithfulness.
5 Indeed, wine will betray the proud, restless man!
His appetite is as big as Sheol’s;
like death, he is never satisfied.
He gathers all the nations;
he seizes all peoples.

The Proud Babylonians are as Good as Dead
6 “But all these nations will someday taunt him
and ridicule himwith proverbial sayings:
‘The one who accumulates what does not belong to him is as good as dead
(How long will this go on?) –
he who gets rich by extortion!’
7Your creditors will suddenly attack;
those who terrify you will spring into action,
and they will rob you.
8Because you robbedmany countries,
all who are left among the nations will rob you.
You have shed human blood
and committed violent acts against lands, cities, and those who live in them.
9The one who builds his house by unjust gain is as good as dead.
He does this so he can build his nest way up high



Habakkuk 2:10 1173 Habakkuk 3:4

and escape the clutches of disaster.
10Your schemes will bring shame to your house.
Because you destroyedmany nations, you will self-destruct.
11For the stones in the walls will cry out,
and the wooden rafters will answer back.
12The one who builds a city by bloodshed is as good as dead –
he who starts a town by unjust deeds.
13Be sure of this! The LORD who commands armies has decreed:
The nations’ efforts will go up in smoke;
their exhausting work will be for nothing.
14For recognition of the LORD’s sovereignmajesty will fill the earth
just as the waters fill up the sea.
15 “Youwho force your neighbor to drink wine are as good as dead –
youwhomakeothers intoxicatedby forcing themtodrink fromthebowlof your furious

anger,
so you can look at their genitals.
16But you will become drunk with shame, not majesty.
Now it is your turn to drink and expose your uncircumcised foreskin!
The cup of wine in the LORD’s right hand is coming to you,
and disgrace will replace yourmajestic glory!
17For you will pay in full for your violent acts against Lebanon;
terrifying judgment will come upon you because of the way you destroyed the wild

animals living there.
You have shed human blood
and committed violent acts against lands, cities, and those who live in them.
18What good is an idol? Whywould a craftsmanmake it?
What good is a metal image that gives misleading oracles?
Whywould its creator place his trust in it
andmake suchmute, worthless things?
19The one who says to wood, ‘Wake up!’ is as good as dead –
he who says to speechless stone, ‘Awake!’
Can it give reliable guidance?
It is overlaid with gold and silver;
it has no life’s breath inside it.
20But the LORD is in his majestic palace.
The whole earth is speechless in his presence!”

3
1This is a prayer of Habakkuk the prophet:
2LORD, I have heard the report of what you did;
I am awed, LORD, by what you accomplished.
In our time repeat those deeds;
in our time reveal them again.
But when you cause turmoil, remember to show usmercy!
3God comes from Teman,
the sovereign one fromMount Paran. Selah.
His splendor covers the skies,
his glory fills the earth.
4He is as bright as lightning;
a two-pronged lightning bolt flashes from his hand.
This is the outward display of his power.
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5Plague goes before him;
pestilencemarches right behind him.
6He takes his battle position and shakes the earth;
with amere look he frightens the nations.
The ancient mountains disintegrate;
the primeval hills are flattened.
He travels on the ancient roads.
7 I see the tents of Cushan overwhelmed by trouble;
the tent curtains of the land of Midian are shaking.
8 Is the LORDmad at the rivers?
Are you angry with the rivers?
Are you enraged at the sea?
Is this why you climb into your horse-drawn chariots,
your victorious chariots?
9Your bow is ready for action;
you commission your arrows. Selah.
You cause flash floods on the earth’s surface.
10When themountains see you, they shake.
The torrential downpour sweeps through.
The great deep shouts out;
it lifts its hands high.
11The sun andmoon stand still in their courses;
the flash of your arrows drives them away,
the bright light of your lightning-quick spear.
12You furiously stomp on the earth,
you angrily trample down the nations.
13Youmarch out to deliver your people,
to deliver your special servant.
You strike the leader of the wicked nation,
laying him open from the lower body to the neck. Selah.
14You pierce the heads of his warriors with a spear.
They storm forward to scatter us;
they shout with joy as if they were plundering the poor with no opposition.
15But you trample on the sea with your horses,
on the surging, raging waters.

Habakkuk Declares His Confidence
16 I listened andmy stomach churned;
the soundmademy lips quiver.
My framewent limp, as if my bones were decaying,
and I shook as I tried to walk.
I long for the day of distress
to come upon the people who attack us.
17When the fig tree does not bud,
and there are no grapes on the vines;
when the olive trees do not produce,
and the fields yield no crops;
when the sheep disappear from the pen,
and there are no cattle in the stalls,
18 I will rejoice because of the LORD;
I will be happy because of the Godwho delivers me!
19The sovereign LORD is my source of strength.
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He gives me the agility of a deer;
he enables me to negotiate the rugged terrain.
(This prayer is for the song leader. It is to be accompanied by stringed instruments.)
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Zephaniah
Introduction

1 This is the prophetic message that the LORD gave to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of
Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah. Zephaniah delivered this message during
the reign of King Josiah son of Amon of Judah:

The Lord’s Day of Judgment is Approaching
2 “I will destroy everything from the face of the earth,” says the LORD.
3 “I will destroy people and animals;
I will destroy the birds in the sky
and the fish in the sea.
(The idolatrous images of these creatures will be destroyed along with evil people.)
I will remove humanity from the face of the earth,” says the LORD.
4 “I will attack Judah
and all who live in Jerusalem.
I will remove from this place every trace of Baal worship,
as well as the verymemory of the pagan priests.
5 I will remove those whoworship the stars in the sky from their rooftops,
those who swear allegiance to the LORD while taking oaths in the name of their ‘king,’
6and those who turn their backs on the LORD
and do not want the LORD’s|strong="H3069" help or guidance.”
7Be silent before the Lord GOD,
for the LORD’s day of judgment is almost here.
The LORD has prepared a sacrificial meal;
he has ritually purified his guests.
8 “On the day of the LORD’s sacrificial meal,
I will punish the princes and the king’s sons,
and all who wear foreign styles of clothing.
9On that day I will punish all who leap over the threshold,
who fill the house of their master with wealth taken by violence and deceit.
10On that day,” says the LORD,
“a loud cry will go up from the Fish Gate,
wailing from the city’s newer district,
and a loud crash from the hills.
11Wail, you who live in themarket district,
for all the merchants will disappear
and those who count money will be removed.
12At that time I will search through Jerusalemwith lamps.
I will punish the people who are entrenched in their sin,
those who think to themselves,
‘The LORD neither rewards nor punishes.’
13Their wealth will be stolen
and their houses ruined!
They will not live in the houses they have built,
nor will they drink the wine from the vineyards they have planted.
14The LORD’s great day of judgment is almost here;
it is approaching very rapidly!
There will be a bitter sound on the LORD’s day of judgment;
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at that time warriors will cry out in battle.
15That day will be a day of God’s anger,
a day of distress and hardship,
a day of devastation and ruin,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and dark skies,
16a day of trumpet blasts and battle cries.
Judgment will fall on the fortified cities and the high corner towers.
17 I will bring distress on the people
and they will stumble like blindmen,
for they have sinned against the LORD.
Their blood will be poured out like dirt;
their flesh will be scattered like manure.
18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them
in the day of the LORD’s angry judgment.
The whole earth will be consumed by his fiery wrath.
Indeed, he will bring terrifying destruction on all who live on the earth.”

2
1Bunch yourselves together like straw, you undesirable nation,
2 before God’s decree becomes reality and the day of opportunity disappears like

windblown chaff,
before the LORD’s raging anger overtakes you –
before the day of the LORD’s angry judgment overtakes you!
3 Seek the LORD’s favor, all you humble people of the land who have obeyed his

commands!
Strive to do what is right! Strive to be humble!
Maybe you will be protected on the day of the LORD’s angry judgment.

Judgment on Surrounding Nations
4 Indeed, Gaza will be deserted
and Ashkelon will become a heap of ruins.
Invaders will drive away the people of Ashdod by noon,
and Ekron will be overthrown.
5Those who live by the sea, the people who came from Crete, are as good as dead.
The LORD has decreed your downfall, Canaan, land of the Philistines:
“I will destroy everyone who lives there!”
6The seacoast will be used as pasture lands by the shepherds
and as pens for their flocks.
7Those who are left from the kingdom of Judah will take possession of it.
By the sea they will graze,
in the houses of Ashkelon they will lie down in the evening,
for the LORD their God will intervene for them and restore their prosperity.
8 “I have heardMoab’s taunts
and the Ammonites’ insults.
They tauntedmy people
and verbally harassed those living in Judah.
9Therefore, as surely as I live,” says the LORDwho commands armies, the God of Israel,
“be certain that Moabwill become like Sodom
and the Ammonites like Gomorrah.
They will be overrun by weeds,
filled with salt pits,
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and permanently desolate.
Those of my people who are left will plunder their belongings;
those who are left in Judah will take possession of their land.”
10This is how they will be repaid for their arrogance,
for they taunted and verbally harassed the people of the LORD|strong="H3069" who

commands armies.
11The LORD will terrify them,
for he will weaken all the gods of the earth.
All the distant nations will worship the LORD in their own lands|strong="H4725".
12 “You Ethiopians will also die bymy sword!”
13The LORD will attack|strong="H5186" the north
and destroy Assyria.
He will make Nineveh a heap of ruins;
it will be as barren as the desert.
14Flocks and herds will lie down in themiddle of it,
as well as every kind of wild animal.
Owls will sleep in the tops of its support pillars;
they will hoot through the windows.
Rubble will cover the thresholds;
even the cedar work will be exposed to the elements.
15This is how the once-proud city will end up –
the city that was so secure.
She thought to herself, “I am unique! No one can compare to me!”
What a heap of ruins she has become, a place where wild animals live!
Everyone who passes by her taunts her and shakes his fist.

3
1The filthy, stained city is as good as dead;
the city filled with oppressors is finished!
2 She is disobedient;
she refuses correction.
She does not trust the LORD;
she does not seek the advice of her God.
3Her princes are as fierce as roaring lions;
her rulers are as hungry as wolves in the desert,
who completely devour their prey bymorning.
4Her prophets are proud;
they are deceitful men.
Her priests defile what is holy;
they break God’s laws.
5The just LORD resides within her;
he commits no unjust acts.
Everymorning he reveals his justice.
At dawn he appears without fail.
Yet the unjust know no shame.

The Lord’s Judgment will Purify
6 “I destroyed nations;
their walled cities are in ruins.
I turned their streets into ruins;
no one passes through them.
Their cities are desolate;
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no one lives there.
7 I thought, ‘Certainly you will respect me!
Now youwill accept correction!’
If she had done so, her homewould not be destroyed
by all the punishments I have threatened.
But they eagerly sinned
in everything they did.
8Therefore youmust wait patiently for me,” says the LORD,
“for the day when I attack and take plunder.
I have decided to gather nations together
and assemble kingdoms,
so I can pour out my fury on them –
all my raging anger.
For the whole earth will be consumed
bymy fiery anger.
9Know for sure that I will then enable
the nations to give me acceptable praise.
All of themwill invoke the LORD’s namewhen they pray,
and will worship him in unison.
10From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,
those who pray to mewill bringme tribute.
11 In that day you will not be ashamed of all your rebelliousness against me,
for then I will remove from yourmidst those who proudly boast,
and you will never again be arrogant onmy holy hill.
12 I will leave in yourmidst a humble andmeek group of people,
and they will find safety in the LORD’s presence.
13The Israelites who remain will not act deceitfully.
They will not lie,
and a deceitful tongue will not be found in their mouth.
Indeed, they will graze peacefully like sheep and lie down;
no one will terrify them.”
14 Shout for joy, Daughter Zion!
Shout out, Israel!
Be happy and boast with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem!
15The LORD has removed the judgment against you;
he has turned back your enemy.
Israel’s king, the LORD, is in yourmidst!
You no longer need to fear disaster.
16On that day they will say to Jerusalem,
“Don’t be afraid, Zion!
Your handsmust not be paralyzed from panic!
17The LORD your God is in yourmidst;
he is a warrior who can deliver.
He takes great delight in you;
he renews you by his love;
he shouts for joy over you.”
18 “As for those who grieve because they cannot attend the festivals –
I took them away from you;
they became tribute and were a source of shame to you.
19Look, at that time I will deal with those whomistreated you.
I will rescue the lame sheep
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and gather together the scattered sheep.
I will take away their humiliation
andmake the whole earth admire and respect them.
20At that time I will lead you –
at the time I gather you together.
Be sure of this! I will make all the nations of the earth respect and admire you
when you seeme restore you,” says the LORD.
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Haggai
Introduction

1On the first day of the sixth month of King Darius’ second year, the LORD spoke this
message through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and to the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak:

The Indifference of the People
2 The LORD who rules over all says this: “These people have said, ‘The time for

rebuilding the LORD’s temple has not yet come.’ ”
3 So the LORD spoke through the prophet Haggai as follows:
4 “Is it right for you to live in richly paneled houses while my temple is in ruins?
5Here then is what the LORDwho rules over all says: ‘Think carefully about what you

are doing.
6You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but are never filled. You

drink, but are still thirsty. You put on clothes, but are not warm. Thosewho earnwages
end upwith holes in their money bags.’ ”

The Instruction of the People
7 “Moreover, the LORDwho rules over all says: ‘Pay close attention to these things also.
8Go up to the hill country and bring back timber to build the temple. Then I will be

pleased and honored,’ says the LORD.
9 ‘You expected a large harvest, but instead there was little, and when you brought it

home it disappeared right away. Why?’ asks the LORD|strong="H3069" who rules over
all. ‘Becausemy temple remains in ruins, thanks to each of you favoring his ownhouse!

10This is why the sky has held back its dew and the earth its produce.
11Moreover, I have called for a drought that will affect the fields, the hill country, the

grain, newwine, fresh olive oil, and everything that grows from the ground; it also will
harm people, animals, and everything they produce.’ ”

The Response of the People
12ThenZerubbabel sonof Shealtiel and thehighpriest Joshua sonof Jehozadak, along

with the whole remnant of the people, obeyed the LORD their God. They responded
favorably to the message of the prophet Haggai, who spoke just as the LORD their God
had instructed him, and the people began to respect the LORD.

13ThenHaggai, the LORD’smessenger, spoke theLORD’sword to the people: “I amwith
you!” says the LORD.

14 So the LORD energized and encouraged Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and the whole remnant of the people.
They came andworked on the temple of their God, the LORD who rules over all.

15This took place on the twenty-fourth day of the sixthmonth of King Darius’ second
year.

2
1 On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the LORD spoke again through the

prophet Haggai:
2 “Ask the following questions to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, the

high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and the remnant of the people:
3 ‘Whoamongyou survivors saw the former splendor of this temple? Howdoes it look

to you now? Isn’t it nothing by comparison?
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4Evenso, takeheart, Zerubbabel,’ says theLORD. ‘Takeheart, Joshuasonof Jehozadak,
the high priest, and all you citizens of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and begin to work. For I
amwith you,’ says the LORD who rules over all.

5 ‘Do not fear, because I made a promise to your ancestors when they left Egypt, and
my spirit even now testifies to you.’

6Moreover, the LORD who rules over all says: ‘In just a little while I will once again
shake the sky and the earth, the sea and the dry ground.

7 I will also shake up all the nations, and they will offer their treasures; then I will fill
this temple with glory,’ says the LORD who rules over all.

8 ‘The silver and gold will be mine,’ says the LORD who rules over all.
9 ‘The future splendor of this temple will be greater than that of former times,’ the

LORD who rules over all declares, ‘and in this place I will give peace.’ ”
The Promised Blessing

10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month of Darius’ second year, the LORD|
strong="H3069" spoke again to the prophet Haggai:

11 “The LORD who rules over all says, ‘Ask the priests about the law.
12 If someone carries holymeat in a fold of his garment and that fold touches bread, a

boiled dish, wine, olive oil, or any other food, will that item become holy?’ ” The priests
answered, “It will not.”

13ThenHaggai asked, “If a personwho is ritually unclean because of touching a dead
body comes in contact with one of these items, will it become unclean?” The priests
answered, “It will be unclean.”

14 Then Haggai responded, “ ‘The people of this nation are unclean in my sight,’ says
the LORD. ‘And so is all their effort; everything they offer is also unclean.

15 Now therefore reflect carefully on the recent past, before one stone was laid on
another in the LORD’s temple.

16 From that time when one came expecting a heap of twenty measures, there were
only ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty measures from it, there were
only twenty.

17 I struck all the products of your labor with blight, disease, and hail, and yet you
brought nothing to me,’ says the LORD.

18 ‘Think carefully about the past: from today, the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, to the day work on the temple of the LORD was resumed, think about it.

19The seed is still in the storehouse, isn’t it? And the vine, fig tree, pomegranate, and
olive tree have not produced. Nevertheless, from today on I will bless you.’ ”

Zerubbabel the Chosen One
20Then the LORD spoke again to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of themonth:
21Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah: ‘I am ready to shake the sky and the earth.
22 I will overthrow royal thrones and shatter the might of earthly kingdoms. I will

overthrow chariots and those who ride them, and horses and their riders will fall as
people kill one another.

23On that day,’ says the LORD who rules over all, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel, my servant,’ says the LORD, ‘and I will make you like a signet ring, for I have
chosen you,’ says the LORD who rules over all.”
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Zechariah
Introduction

1 In the eighthmonth ofDarius’ secondyear, thewordof theLORD came to theprophet
Zechariah, son of Berechiah son of Iddo, as follows:

2The LORD was very angry with your ancestors.
3Therefore say to the people: The LORDwho rules over all says, “Turn tome,” says the

LORD who rules over all, “and I will turn to you,” says the LORD who rules over all.
4 “Do not be like your ancestors, to whom the former prophets called out, saying, ‘The

LORD who rules over all says, “Turn now from your evil wickedness,” ’ but they would
by nomeans obeyme,” says the LORD.

5 “As for your ancestors, where are they? And did the prophets live forever?
6But havemywords and statutes, which I commandedmy servants the prophets, not

outlived your fathers? Then they paid attention and confessed, ‘The LORD who rules
over all has indeed done what he said he would do to us, because of our sinful ways.’ ”

The Introduction to the Visions
7Onthe twenty-fourthdayof theeleventhmonth, themonth Shebat, inDarius’ second

year, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berechiah son of Iddo,
as follows:

The Content of the First Vision
8 I was attentive that night and saw a man seated on a red horse that stood among

somemyrtle trees in the ravine. Behind himwere red, sorrel, and white horses.
The Interpretation of the First Vision

9Then I asked one nearby, “What are these, sir?” The angelic messenger who replied
to me said, “I will show youwhat these are.”

10 Then the man standing among the myrtle trees spoke up and said, “These are the
ones whom the LORD has sent to walk about on the earth.”

11 The riders then agreed with the angel of the LORD| strong="H3069", who was
standing among the myrtle trees, “We have been walking about on the earth, and now
everything is at rest and quiet.”

12 The angel of the LORD then asked, “LORD who rules over all, how long before you
have compassion on Jerusalem and the other cities of Judah which you have been so
angry with for these seventy years?”

13 The LORD then addressed good, comforting words to the angelic messenger who
was speaking to me.

14 Turning to me, the messenger then said, “Cry out that the LORD who rules over all
says, ‘I am verymuchmoved for Jerusalem and for Zion.

15But I am greatly displeasedwith the nations that takemy grace for granted. I was a
little displeased with them, but they have only made things worse for themselves.

The Oracle of Response
16 “‘Therefore,’ says the LORD, ‘I have become compassionate toward Jerusalem and

will rebuild my temple in it,’ says the LORD who rules over all. ‘Once more a surveyor’s
measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem.’

17Speakup againwith themessage of the LORDwho rules over all: ‘Mycitieswill once
more overflowwith prosperity, and oncemore the LORDwill comfort Zion and validate
his choice of Jerusalem.’ ”

Vision Two: The Four Horns
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18Once again I looked and this time I saw four horns.
19So I asked the angelicmessengerwho spokewithme, “What are these?” He replied,

“These are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.”
20Next the LORD showedme four blacksmiths.
21 I asked, “What are these going to do?” He answered, “These horns are the ones that

have scattered Judahso that there isnoone tobe seen. But theblacksmithshave come to
terrify Judah’s enemies and cut off the horns of the nations that have thrust themselves
against the land of Judah in order to scatter its people.”

2
1 I looked again, and there was amanwith ameasuring line in his hand.
2 I asked, “Where are you going?” He replied, “To measure Jerusalem in order to

determine its width and its length.”
3 At this point the angelic messenger who spoke to me went out, and another

messenger came tomeet him
4 and said to him, “Hurry, speak to this young man as follows: ‘Jerusalem will no

longer be enclosed by walls because of themultitude of people and animals there.
5 But I (the LORD|strong="H3069" says) will be a wall of fire surrounding Jerusalem

and the source of glory in her midst.’ ”
6 “You there! Flee from the northland!” says the LORD, “for like the four winds of

heaven I have scattered you,” says the LORD.
7 “Escape, Zion, you who live among the Babylonians!”
8 For the LORD who rules over all says to me that for his own glory he has sent me to

the nations that plundered you – for anyone who touches you touches the pupil of his
eye.

9 “I am about to punish them in such away,” he says, “that theywill be looted by their
own slaves.” Then youwill know that the LORD who rules over all has sent me.

10 “Sing out and be happy, Zion my daughter! For look, I have come; I will settle in
yourmidst,” says the LORD.

11 “Many nations will join themselves to the LORD on the day of salvation, and they
will also bemy people. Indeed, I will settle in the midst of you all.” Then you will know
that the LORD who rules over all has sent me to you.

12 The LORD will take possession of Judah as his portion in the holy land and he will
choose Jerusalem once again.

13 Be silent in the LORD’s presence, all people everywhere, for he is being moved to
action in his holy dwelling place.

3
1Next I saw Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, with Satan

standing at his right hand to accuse him.
2 The LORD said to Satan, “May the LORD rebuke you, Satan! May the LORD, who has

chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Isn’t this man like a burning stick snatched from the
fire?”

3Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood there before the angel.
4Theangel spokeup to those standingall around, “Removehisfilthy clothes.” Thenhe

said to Joshua, “I have freely forgiven your iniquity andwill dress you in fine clothing.”
5Then I spoke up, “Let a clean turban be put on his head.” So they put a clean turban

on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the LORD stood nearby.
6Then the angel of the LORD|strong="H3069" exhorted Joshua solemnly:
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7 “The LORD who rules over all says, ‘If you live and work according to my require-
ments, you will be able to preside over my temple and attend to my courtyards, and I
will allow you to come and go among these others who are standing by you.

8 Listen now, Joshua the high priest, both you and your colleagues who are sitting
before you, all of you are a symbol that I am about to introducemy servant, the Branch.

9As for the stone I have set before Joshua – on the one stone there are seven eyes. I
am about to engrave an inscription on it,’ says the LORDwho rules over all, ‘to the effect
that I will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day.

10 In that day,’ says the LORD who rules over all, ‘everyone will invite his friend to
fellowship under his vine and under his fig tree.’ ”

4
1Theangelicmessengerwhohadbeen speakingwithme then returnedandwokeme,

as a person is wakened from sleep.
2He asked me, “What do you see?” I replied, “I see a menorah of pure gold with a

receptacle at the top and seven lamps, with fourteen pipes going to the lamps.
3 There are also two olive trees beside it, one on the right of the receptacle and the

other on the left.”
4Then I asked themessenger who spoke withme, “What are these, sir?”
5He replied, “Don’t you knowwhat these are?” So I responded, “No, sir.”
6 Therefore he told me, “These signify the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by

strength and not by power, but bymy Spirit,’ says the LORD who rules over all.”

Oracle of Response
7 “What are you, you greatmountain? Because of Zerubbabel youwill become a level

plain! And he will bring forth the temple capstone with shoutings of ‘Grace! Grace!’
because of this.”

8Moreover, the word of the LORD came tome as follows:
9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundations of this temple, and his hands

will complete it.” Then you will know that the LORD who rules over all has sent me to
you.

10 For who dares make light of small beginnings? These seven eyes will joyfully look
on the tin tablet in Zerubbabel’s hand. (These are the eyes of theLORD,which constantly
range across the whole earth.)

11Next I asked themessenger, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left
of themenorah?”

12 Before he could reply I asked again, “What are these two extensions of the olive
trees, which are emptying out the golden oil through the two golden pipes?”

13He replied, “Don’t you knowwhat these are?” And I said, “No, sir.”
14 So he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole

earth.”

5
1Then I turned to look, and there was a flying scroll!
2Someone askedme, “What do you see?” I replied, “I see a flying scroll thirty feet long

and fifteen feet wide.”
3 The speaker went on to say, “This is a curse traveling across the whole earth. For

example, according to the curse whoever steals will be removed from the community;
or on the other hand (according to the curse) whoever swears falsely will suffer the
same fate.”
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4 “I will send it out,” says the LORD|strong="H3069" who rules over all, “and it will
enter the house of the thief and of the person who swears falsely in my name. It will
land in themiddle of his house and destroy both timber and stones.”

Vision Seven: The Ephah
5After this the angelic messenger who had been speaking to me went out and said,

“Look, see what is leaving.”
6 I asked, “What is it?” Andhereplied, “It is abasket formeasuringgrain that ismoving

away from here.” Moreover, he said, “This is their ‘eye’ throughout all the earth.”
7Then a round lead coverwas raised up, revealing awoman sitting inside the basket.
8He then said, “This woman represents wickedness,” and he pushed her down into

the basket and placed the lead cover on top.
9 Then I looked again and saw two women going forth with the wind in their wings

(they had wings like those of a stork) and they lifted up the basket between the earth
and the sky.

10 I asked themessengerwhowas speaking tome, “Whereare they taking thebasket?”
11He replied, “To build a temple for her in the land of Babylonia. When it is finished,

she will be placed there in her own residence.”

6
1Once more I looked, and this time I saw four chariots emerging from between two

mountains of bronze.
2Harnessed to the first chariot were red horses, to the second black horses,
3 to the third white horses, and to the fourth spotted horses, all of them strong.
4 Then I asked the angelic messenger who was speaking with me, “What are these,

sir?”
5 The messenger replied, “These are the four spirits of heaven that have been

presenting themselves before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The chariot with the black horses is going to the north country and the white ones

are going after them, but the spotted ones are going to the south country.
7 All these strong ones are scattering; they have sought permission to go and walk

about over the earth.” The Lord had said, “Go! Walk about over the earth!” So they are
doing so.

8 Then he cried out to me, “Look! The ones going to the northland have brought me
peace about the northland.”

A Concluding Oracle
9The word of the LORD came tome as follows:
10 “Choose some people from among the exiles, namely, Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah,

all of whom have come from Babylon, and when you have done so go to the house of
Josiah son of Zephaniah.

11Then take some silver and gold tomake a crownand set it on the head of Joshua son
of Jehozadak, the high priest.

12Then say to him, ‘The LORD who rules over all says, “Look – here is the man whose
name is Branch, whowill sprout up from his place and build the temple of the LORD.

13 Indeed, he will build the temple of the LORD, and he will be clothed in splendor,
sitting as king on his throne. Moreover, there will be a priest with him on his throne
and they will see eye to eye on everything.

14 The crown will then be turned over to Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen son of
Zephaniah as amemorial in the temple of the LORD.
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15Then thosewho are far awaywill comeandbuild the temple of the LORD so that you
may know that the LORDwho rules over all has sentme to you. Thiswill all come to pass
if you completely obey the voice of the LORD your God.” ’ ”

7
1 In King Darius’ fourth year, on the fourth day of Kislev, the ninthmonth, theword of

the LORD came to Zechariah.
2Now the people of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regem-Melech and their compan-

ions to seek the LORD’s|strong="H3069" favor
3 by asking both the priests of the temple of the LORD who rules over all and the

prophets, “Shouldweweep in the fifthmonth, fasting aswe have done over the years?”
4The word of the LORD who rules over all then came tome,
5 “Speak to all the people and priests of the land as follows: ‘When you fasted and

lamented in the fifth and seventhmonths through all these seventy years, did you truly
fast for me – for me, indeed?

6And nowwhen you eat and drink, are you not doing so for yourselves?’ ”
7 Should you not have obeyed the words that the LORD cried out through the former

prophets when Jerusalem was peacefully inhabited and her surrounding cities, the
Negev, and the Shephelah were also populated?

8Again the word of the LORD came to Zechariah:
9 “The LORD who rules over all said, ‘Exercise true judgment and show brotherhood

and compassion to each other.
10Youmust not oppress the widow, the orphan, the foreigner, or the poor, nor should

anyone secretly plot evil against his fellow human being.’
11“But they refused topayattention, turning away stubbornly and stopping their ears

so they could not hear.
12 Indeed, they made their heart as hard as diamond, so that they could not obey the

Torahand theotherwords theLORDwho rules over all had sent byhis Spirit through the
former prophets. Therefore, the LORD who rules over all had poured out great wrath.

13 “‘It then came about that just as I cried out, but theywould not obey, so theywill cry
out, but I will not listen,’ the LORD LORD |strong="H3068"who rules over all had said.

14 ‘Rather, I will sweep them away in a storm into all the nations they are not familiar
with.’ Thus the land had become desolate because of them, with no one crossing
through or returning, for they hadmade the fruitful land a waste.”

8
1Then the word of the LORD who rules over all came tome as follows:
2 “The LORDwho rules over all says, ‘I am verymuch concerned for Zion; indeed, I am

so concerned for her that my rage will fall on those who hurt her.’
3 The Lord says, ‘I have returned to Zion and will live within Jerusalem. Now

Jerusalemwill be called “truthful city,” “mountain of the LORDwho rules over all,” “holy
mountain.” ’

4Moreover, the LORD who rules over all says, ‘Old men and women will once more
live in the plazas of Jerusalem, each one leaning on a cane because of advanced age.

5And the streets of the city will be full of boys and girls playing.
6 And,’ says the LORD|strong="H3069" who rules over all, ‘though such a thing may

seem to be difficult in the opinion of the small community of those days, will it also
appear difficult to me?’ asks the LORD|strong="H3069" who rules over all.

7 “The LORD who rules over all asserts, ‘I am about to save my people from the lands
of the east and the west.
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8And I will bring them to settle within Jerusalem. They will be my people, and I will
be their God, in truth and righteousness.’

9 “The LORD who rules over all also says, ‘Gather strength, you who are listening to
these words today from the mouths of the prophets who were there at the founding of
the house of the LORD who rules over all, so that the temple might be built.

10Before that time there was no compensation for man or animal, nor was there any
relief from adversity for those who came and went, because I had pitted everybody –
each one – against everyone else.

11But Iwill be different now to this remnant ofmy people from theway Iwas in those
days,’ says the LORD who rules over all,

12 ‘for there will be a peaceful time of sowing, the vine will produce its fruit and the
ground its yield, and the skies will rain down dew. Then I will allow the remnant of my
people to possess all these things.

13And it will come about that just as you (both Judah and Israel) were a curse to the
nations, so I will save you and you will be a blessing. Do not be afraid! Instead, be
strong!’

14 “For the LORD who rules over all says, ‘As I had planned to hurt you when your
fathers mademe angry,’ says the LORD who rules over all, ‘and I was not sorry,

15 so, to the contrary, I have planned in these days to do good to Jerusalem and Judah
– do not fear!

16 These are the things you must do: Speak the truth, each of you, to one another.
Practice true and righteous judgment in your courts.

17Donot plan evil in your hearts against one another. Do not favor a false oath – these
are all things that I hate,’ says the LORD.”

18The word of the LORD who rules over all came tome as follows:
19 “The LORD who rules over all says, ‘The fast of the fourth, fifth, seventh, and tenth

months will become joyful and happy, pleasant feasts for the house of Judah, so love
truth and peace.’

20 The LORD who rules over all says, ‘It will someday come to pass that people –
residents of many cities –will come.

21 The inhabitants of one will go to another and say, “Let’s go up at once to ask the
favor of the LORD, to seek the LORD who rules over all. Indeed, I’ll go with you.” ’

22Many peoples and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD who
rules over all and to ask his favor.

23The LORD who rules over all says, ‘In those days ten people from all languages and
nations will grasp hold of – indeed, grab – the robe of one Jew and say, “Let us go with
you, for we have heard that God is with you.” ’ ”

9
1An oracle of the word of the LORD concerning the land of Hadrach, with its focus on

Damascus:
The eyes of all humanity, especially of the tribes of Israel, are toward the LORD,
2asare thoseofHamathalso,whichadjoinsDamascus, andTyre though theyconsider

themselves to be very wise.
3 Tyre built herself a fortification and piled up silver like dust and gold like the mud

of the streets!
4Nevertheless the Lord will evict her and shove her fortifications into the sea – she

will be consumed by fire.
5Ashkelonwill see and be afraid; Gaza will be in great anguish, as will Ekron, for her

hope will have been dried up. Gaza will lose her king, and Ashkelon will no longer be
inhabited.
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6Amongrel people will live in Ashdod, for I will greatly humiliate the Philistines.
7 I will take away their abominable religious practices; then those who survive will

become a community of believers in our God, like a clan in Judah, and Ekron will be
like the Jebusites.

8Then Iwill surroundmy temple to protect it like a guard from anyone crossing back
and forth; so no one will cross over against them anymore as an oppressor, for now I
myself have seen it.
9Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!
Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!
Look! Your king is coming to you:
he is legitimate and victorious,
humble and riding on a donkey –
on a young donkey, the foal of a female donkey.
10 I will remove the chariot from Ephraim
and the warhorse from Jerusalem,
and the battle bowwill be removed.
Then he will announce peace to the nations.
His dominion will be from sea to sea
and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth.

11Moreover, as for you, because of our covenant relationship secured with blood, I
will release your prisoners from the waterless pit.

12Return to the stronghold, youprisoners,withhope; today I declare that Iwill return
double what was taken from you.

13 I will bend Judah as my bow; I will load the bow with Ephraim, my arrow! I will
stir up your sons, Zion, against yours, Greece, and Iwill make you, Zion, like awarrior’s
sword.

14Then theLORDwill appear above them, andhis arrowwill shoot forth like lightning;
the Lord GODwill blow the trumpet and will sally forth on the southern stormwinds.

15The LORD|strong="H3069"who rules over allwill guard them, and theywill prevail
and overcome with sling stones. Then they will drink, and will become noisy like
drunkards, full like the sacrificial basin or like the corners of the altar.

16On that day the LORD their Godwill deliver them as the flock of his people, for they
are the precious stones of a crown sparkling over his land.

17How precious and fair! Grain will make the youngmen flourish and newwine the
young women.

10
1 Ask the LORD|strong="H3069" for rain in the season of the late spring rains – the

LORD|strong="H3069" who causes thunderstorms – and he will give everyone showers
of rain and green growth in the field.

2For thehouseholdgodshave spokenwickedness, the soothsayershave seena lie, and
as for the dreamers, they have disclosed emptiness and give comfort in vain. Therefore
the people set out like sheep and become scattered because they have no shepherd.

3 I am enraged at the shepherds and will punish the lead-goats.
For the LORD who rules over all has brought blessing to his flock, the house of Judah,

and will transform them into his majestic warhorse.
4From himwill come the cornerstone, the wall peg, the battle bow, and every ruler.
5And they will be like warriors trampling the mud of the streets in battle. They will

fight, for the LORD will be with them, and will defeat the enemy cavalry.
6 “I (says the LORD)will strengthen|strong="H1396" the kingdomof Judah anddeliver

thepeopleof Josephandwill bring thembackbecauseofmycompassion for them. They
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will be as though I had never rejected them, for I am the LORD their God and therefore
I will hear them.

7 The Ephraimites will be like warriors and will rejoice as if they had drunk wine.
Their children will see it and rejoice; they will celebrate in the things of the LORD.

8 I will signal for them and gather them, for I have already redeemed them; then they
will become as numerous as they were before.

9Though I scatter themamong thenations, theywill remember in far-offplaces – they
and their children will sprout forth and return.

10 I will bring them back from Egypt and gather them from Assyria. I will bring them
to the lands of Gilead and Lebanon, for there will not be enough room for them in their
own land.

11The LORDwill cross|strong="H5674" the sea of storms andwill calm its turbulence.
The depths of the Nile will dry up, the pride of Assyria will be humbled, and the
domination of Egypt will be nomore.

12 Thus I will strengthen them by my power, and they will walk about in my name,”
says the LORD.

11
1Open your gates, Lebanon,
so that the firemay consume your cedars.
2Howl, fir tree,
because the cedar has fallen;
the majestic trees have been destroyed.
Howl, oaks of Bashan,
because the impenetrable forest has fallen.
3Listen to the howling of shepherds,
because their magnificence has been destroyed.
Listen to the roaring of young lions,
because the thickets of the Jordan have been devastated.

4The LORDmy God says this: “Shepherd the flock set aside for slaughter.
5 Those who buy them slaughter them and are not held guilty; those who sell them

say, ‘Blessed be the LORD, for I am rich.’ Their own shepherds have no compassion for
them.

6 Indeed, I will no longer have compassion on the people of the land,” says the LORD,
“but instead I will turn every last person over to his neighbor and his king. They will
devastate the land, and I will not deliver it from them.”

7 So I began to shepherd the flock destined for slaughter, the most afflicted of all the
flock. Then I took two staffs, calling one “Pleasantness” and the other “Binders,” and I
tended the flock.

8Next I eradicated the three shepherds in one month, for I ran out of patience with
them and, indeed, they detestedme as well.

9 I then said, “I will not shepherd you. What is to die, let it die, and what is to be
eradicated, let it beeradicated. As for thosewhosurvive, let themeateachother’sflesh!”

10 Then I took my staff “Pleasantness” and cut it in two to annul my covenant that I
hadmade with all the people.

11 So it was annulled that very day, and then the most afflicted of the flock who kept
faith withme knew that that was the word of the LORD.

12Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, paymemywages, but if not, forget it.”
So they weighed out my payment – thirty pieces of silver.
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13 The LORD|strong="H3069" then said to me, “Throw to the potter that exorbitant
sum at which they valued me!” So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them to
the potter at the temple of the LORD|strong="H3069".

14 Then I cut the second staff “Binders” in two in order to annul the covenant of
brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

15Again theLORD said tome, “Takeuponcemore the equipment of a foolish shepherd.
16 Indeed, I am about to raise up a shepherd in the land who will not take heed to

the sheep headed to slaughter, will not seek the scattered, andwill not heal the injured.
Moreover, hewill not nourish the one that is healthy but insteadwill eat themeat of the
fat sheep and tear off their hooves.
17Woe to the worthless shepherd
who abandons the flock!
May a sword fall on his arm and his right eye!
May his armwither completely away,
and his right eye become completely blind!”

12
1 The revelation of the word of the LORD concerning Israel: The LORD – he who

stretches out the heavens and lays the foundations of the earth, who forms the human
spirit within a person – says,

2 “I am about to make Jerusalem a cup that brings dizziness to all the surrounding
nations; indeed, Judah will also be included when Jerusalem is besieged.

3Moreover, on that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy burden for all the nations, and
all who try to carry it will be seriously injured; yet all the peoples of the earth will be
assembled against it.

4 In that day,” says theLORD, “Iwill strike everyhorsewith confusionand its riderwith
madness. I will pay close attention to the house of Judah, butwill strike all the horses of
the nations with blindness.

5 Then the leaders of Judah will say to themselves, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are
ameans of strength to us through their God, the LORD who rules over all.’

6 On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like an igniter among sticks and a
burning torch among sheaves, and they will burn up all the surrounding nations right
and left. Then the people of Jerusalem will settle once more in their place, the city of
Jerusalem.

7 The LORD also will deliver the homes of Judah first, so that the splendor of the
kingship of David and of the people of Jerusalemmay not exceed that of Judah.

8On that day the LORD himself will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the
weakest among them will be like mighty David, and the dynasty of David will be like
God, like the angel of the LORD before them.

9 So on that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.”
10 “I will pour out on the kingship of David and the population of Jerusalem a spirit of

grace and supplication so that theywill look tome, the one they have pierced. Theywill
lament for him as one laments for an only son, and therewill be a bitter cry for him like
the bitter cry for a firstborn.

11 On that day the lamentation in Jerusalem will be as great as the lamentation at
Hadad-Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.

12The landwillmourn, clan by clan – the clan of the royal household of David by itself
and theirwives by themselves; the clan of the family of Nathan by itself and theirwives
by themselves;

13 the clan of the descendants of Levi by itself and their wives by themselves; and the
clan of the Shimeites by itself and their wives by themselves –
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14all the clans that remain, each separately with their wives.”
13

1 “In that day there will be a fountain opened up for the dynasty of David and the
people of Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

2 And also on that day,” says the LORD who rules over all, “I will remove the names
of the idols from the land and they will never again be remembered. Moreover, I will
remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land.

3 Then, if anyone prophesies in spite of this, his father and mother to whom he was
born will say to him, ‘You cannot live, for you lie in the name of the LORD.’ Then his
father and mother to whom he was born will run him through with a sword when he
prophesies.

4 “Therefore, on that day each prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he
prophesies and will no longer wear the hairy garment of a prophet to deceive the
people.

5 Instead hewill say, ‘I am no prophet – indeed, I am a farmer, for aman hasmademe
his indentured servant since my youth.’

6 Then someone will ask him, ‘What are these wounds on your chest?’ and he will
answer, ‘Some that I received in the house of my friends.’
7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd,
against themanwho is my associate,”
says the LORD|strong="H3069" who rules over all.
Strike the shepherd that the flockmay be scattered;
I will turnmy hand against the insignificant ones.
8 It will happen in all the land, says the LORD,
that two-thirds of the people in it will be cut off and die,
but one-third will be left in it.
9Then I will bring the remaining third into the fire;
I will refine them like silver is refined
andwill test them like gold is tested.
They will call onmy name and I will answer;
I will say, ‘These are my people,’
and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’ ”

14
1Aday of the LORD is about to comewhen your possessionswill be divided as plunder

in yourmidst.
2For Iwill gather all the nations against Jerusalem towagewar; the citywill be taken,

its houses plundered, and the women raped. Then half of the city will go into exile, but
the remainder of the people will not be taken away.

3Then the LORD|strong="H3069" will go to battle and fight against those nations, just
as he fought battles in ancient days.

4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives which lies to the east of
Jerusalem, and theMount of Oliveswill be split in half from east towest, leaving a great
valley. Half the mountain will move northward and the other half southward.

5Then youwill escape throughmymountain valley, for themountains will extend to
Azal. Indeed, youwill flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of
Judah. Then the LORDmy Godwill comewith all his holy ones with him.

6On that day there will be no light – the sources of light in the heavens will congeal.
7 It will happen in one day (a day known to the LORD); not in the day or the night, but

in the evening there will be light.
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8Moreover, on that day livingwaterswill flowout from Jerusalem, half of them to the
eastern sea and half of them to the western sea; it will happen both in summer and in
winter.

9 The LORD will then be king over all the earth. In that day the LORD will be seen as
one with a single name.

10All the land will change and become like the Arabah from Geba to Rimmon, south
of Jerusalem; and Jerusalem will be raised up and will stay in its own place from the
BenjaminGate to the site of theFirstGate andon to theCornerGate, and from theTower
of Hananel to the royal winepresses.

11 And people will settle there, and there will no longer be the threat of divine
extermination – Jerusalemwill dwell in security.

12 But this will be the nature of the plague with which the LORD will strike all the
nations that have fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh will decay while they stand on
their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will dissolve in
their mouths.

13On that day therewill be great confusion fromtheLORDamong them; theywill seize
each other and attack one another violently.

14 Moreover, Judah will fight at Jerusalem, and the wealth of all the surrounding
nations will be gathered up – gold, silver, and clothing in great abundance.

15 This is the kind of plague that will devastate horses, mules, camels, donkeys, and
all the other animals in those camps.

16Then all who survive from all the nations that came to attack Jerusalemwill go up
annually to worship the King, the LORD who rules over all, and to observe the Feast of
Tabernacles.

17But if any of the nations anywhere on earth refuse to go up to Jerusalem toworship
the King, the LORD who rules over all, they will get no rain.

18 If the Egyptians will not do so, they will get no rain – instead there will be the kind
of plaguewhich the LORD inflicts on any nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast
of Tabernacles.

19Thiswill be thepunishment of Egypt andof all nations that donot goup to celebrate
the Feast of Tabernacles.

20On that day the bells of the horseswill bear the inscription “HOLY TO THELORD.” The
cooking pots in the LORD’s temple will be as holy as the bowls in front of the altar.

21Every cooking pot in Jerusalem and Judahwill become holy in the sight of the LORD
whorules over all, so that allwhooffer sacrificesmaycomeanduse someof themtoboil
their sacrifices in them. On that day there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of
the LORD who rules over all.
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Malachi
Introduction and God’s Election of Israel

1 What follows is divine revelation. The word of the LORD came to Israel through
Malachi:

2 “I have shown love to you,” says the LORD, but you say, “How have you shown love
to us?”

“Esau was Jacob’s brother,” the LORD explains, “yet I chose Jacob
3 and rejected Esau. I turned Esau’s mountains into a deserted wasteland and gave

his territory to the wild jackals.”
4Edom says, “Thoughwe are devastated, wewill once again build the ruined places.”

So the LORD who rules over all responds, “They indeedmay build, but I will overthrow.
They will be known as the land of evil, the people with whom the LORD is permanently
displeased.

5Your eyeswill see it, and then youwill say, ‘May the LORD bemagnified even beyond
the border of Israel!’ ”

The Sacrilege of Priestly Service
6“Asonnaturallyhonorshis father anda slave respects hismaster. If I amyour father,

where ismy honor? If I am yourmaster, where ismy respect? The LORDwho rules over
all asks you this, you priests who make light of my name! But you reply, ‘How have we
made light of your name?’

7Youare offering improper sacrifices onmyaltar, yet youask, ‘Howhaveweoffended
you?’ By treating the table of the LORD as if it is of no importance!

8 For when you offer blind animals as a sacrifice, is that not wrong? And when
you offer the lame and sick, is that not wrong as well? Indeed, try offering them to
your governor! Will he be pleased with you or show you favor?” asks the LORD|
strong="H3069" who rules over all.

9 But now plead for God’s favor that he might be gracious to us. “With this kind of
offering in your hands, how can he be pleasedwith you?” asks the LORDwho rules over
all.

10 “I wish that one of you would close the temple doors, so that you no longer would
light useless fires onmy altar. I am not pleasedwith you,” says the LORDwho rules over
all, “and I will no longer accept an offering from you.

11 For from the east to the west my name will be great among the nations. Incense
and pure offerings will be offered in my name everywhere, for my name will be great
among the nations,” says the LORD who rules over all.

12 “But you are profaning it by saying that the table of the Lord is common and its
offerings despicable.

13 You also say, ‘How tiresome it is.’ You turn up your nose at it,” says the LORD who
rules over all, “and instead bringwhat is stolen, lame, or sick. You bring these things for
an offering! Should I accept this from you?” asks the LORD.

14 “There will be harsh condemnation for the hypocrite who has a valuable male
animal in his flock but vows and sacrifices something inferior to the Lord. For I am
a great king,” says the LORD who rules over all, “and my name is awesome among the
nations.”

2
1 “Now, you priests, this commandment is for you.
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2 If you do not listen and take seriously the need to honor my name,” says the LORD
who rules over all, “I will send judgment on you and turn your blessings into curses –
indeed, I have already done so because you are not taking it to heart.

3 I am about to discipline your children and will spread offal on your faces, the very
offal produced at your festivals, and you will be carried away along with it.

4Then you will know that I sent this commandment to you so that my covenant may
continue to be with Levi,” says the LORD who rules over all.

5 “My covenant with him was designed to bring life and peace. I gave its statutes to
him to fill himwith awe, and he indeed reveredme and stood in awe before me.

6He taught what was true; sinful words were not found on his lips. He walked with
me in peace and integrity, and he turnedmany people away from sin.

7 For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge of sacred things, and people
should seek instruction from him because he is the messenger of the LORD who rules
over all.

8You, however, have turned from the way. You have caused many to violate the law;
you have corrupted the covenant with Levi,” says the LORD who rules over all.

9 “Therefore, I have caused you to be ignored and belittled before all people to the
extent to which you are not following after me and are showing partiality in your
instruction.”

The Rebellion of the People
10Do we not all have one father? Did not one God create us? Why do we betray one

another, in this waymaking light of the covenant of our ancestors?
11 Judah has become disloyal, and unspeakable sins have been committed in Israel

and Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the holy things that the LORD loves and has
turned to a foreign god!

12 May the LORD|strong="H3069" cut off from the community of Jacob every last
person who does this, as well as the person who presents improper offerings to the
LORD|strong="H3069" who rules over all!

13You also do this: You cover the altar of the LORD with tears as you weep and groan,
because he no longer pays any attention to the offering nor accepts it favorably from
you.

14 Yet you ask, “Why?” The LORD is testifying against you on behalf of the wife you
married when youwere young, to whom you have become unfaithful even though she
is your companion andwife by law.

15No one who has even a small portion of the Spirit in him does this. What did our
ancestor do when seeking a child from God? Be attentive, then, to your own spirit, for
one should not be disloyal to the wife he took in his youth.

16 “I hate divorce,” says the LORDGod of Israel, “and the onewho is guilty of violence,”
says the LORD who rules over all. “Pay attention to your conscience, and do not be
unfaithful.”

Resistance to the Lord through Self-deceit
17You have wearied the LORD with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied

him?” Because you say, “Everyone who does evil is good in the Lord’s opinion, and he
delights in them,” or “Where is the God of justice?”

3
1 “I am about to send my messenger, who will clear the way before me. Indeed,

the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his temple, and the messenger of the
covenant, whom you long for, is certainly coming,” says the LORD who rules over all.
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2Who can endure the day of his coming? Who can keep standing when he appears?
For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like a launderer’s soap.

3Hewill act like a refiner and purifier of silver andwill cleanse the Levites and refine
them like gold and silver. Then they will offer the LORD a proper offering.

4The offerings of Judah and Jerusalemwill be pleasing to the LORD as in former times
and years past.

5 “I will come to you in judgment. I will be quick to testify against those who practice
divination, those who commit adultery, those who break promises, and those who
exploit workers, widows, and orphans, who refuse to help the immigrant and in this
way show they do not fear me,” says the LORD who rules over all.

Resistance to the Lord through Selfishness
6 “Since, I, the LORD, do not go back on my promises, you, sons of Jacob, have not

perished.
7From the days of your ancestors youhave ignoredmy commandments andhave not

kept them! Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD who rules over all.
“But you say, ‘How should we return?’

8Can aperson robGod? You indeed are robbingme, but you say, ‘Howarewe robbing
you?’ In tithes and contributions!

9Youarebound for judgmentbecauseyouare robbingme – thiswholenation is guilty.
10 “Bring the entire tithe into the storehouse so that there may be food in my temple.

Testme in thismatter,” says the LORDwho rules over all, “to see if I will not open for you
the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until there is no room for it all.

11 Then I will stop the plague from ruining your crops, and the vine will not lose its
fruit before harvest,” says the LORD who rules over all.

12 “All nations will call you happy, for you indeed will live in a delightful land,” says
the LORD who rules over all.

Resistance to the Lord through Self-sufficiency
13 “You have criticized me sharply,” says the LORD, “but you ask, ‘How have we

criticized you?’
14 You have said, ‘It is useless to serve God. How have we been helped by keeping

his requirements and going about likemourners before the LORD|strong="H3069"who
rules over all?

15 So now we consider the arrogant to be happy; indeed, those who practice evil are
successful. In fact, those who challenge God escape!’ ”

16Then thosewho respected the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD took notice.
A scroll was prepared before him in which were recorded the names of those who
respected the LORD and honored his name.

17 “They will belong to me,” says the LORD who rules over all, “in the day when I
preparemy own special property. I will spare them as aman spares his sonwho serves
him.

18 Then once more you will see that I make a distinction between the righteous and
the wicked, between the one who serves God and the one who does not.

4
1 “For indeed the day is coming, burning like a furnace, and all the arrogant evildoers

will be chaff. The coming day will burn them up,” says the LORD|strong="H3069" who
rules over all. “It will not leave even a root or branch.

2But foryouwhorespectmyname, the sunofvindicationwill risewithhealingwings,
and you will skip about like calves released from the stall.
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3 You will trample on the wicked, for they will be like ashes under the soles of your
feet on the day which I am preparing,” says the LORD who rules over all.

Restoration through the Lord
4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, to whom at Horeb I gave rules and

regulations for all Israel to obey.
5Look, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of the LORD

arrives.
6Hewill encourage fathers and their children to return tome, so that I will not come

and strike the earth with judgment.”
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Matthew
The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1 This is the record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

2Abrahamwas the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah
and his brothers,

3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah (by Tamar), Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron
the father of Ram,

4 Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the
father of Salmon,

5 Salmon the father of Boaz (by Rahab), Boaz the father of Obed (by Ruth), Obed the
father of Jesse,

6and Jesse the father of David the king.
David was the father of Solomon (by the wife of Uriah ),
7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father

of Asa,
8Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the father of

Uzziah,
9Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
10Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father

of Josiah,
11and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to

Babylon.
12After the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel

the father of Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of

Azor,
14Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud,
15 Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of

Jacob,
16and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband ofMary, bywhom Jesuswas born, who

is called Christ.
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, and from

David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations, and from the deportation to
Babylon to Christ, fourteen generations.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While his mother Mary was

engaged to Joseph, butbefore they came together, shewas found tobepregnant through
the Holy Spirit.

19 Because Joseph, her husband to be, was a righteous man, and because he did not
want to disgrace her, he intended to divorce her privately.

20When he had contemplated this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21 She will give birth to a son and you will name him Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.”

22This all happened so that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet would
be fulfilled:
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23 “ Look! The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and they will call him Emmanuel|
strong="G1694",”whichmeans “Godwith us.”

24When Joseph awoke from sleep he didwhat the angel of the Lord told him. He took
his wife,

25 but did not have marital relations with her until she gave birth to a son, whom he
named Jesus.

2
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
2 saying, “Where is the one who is born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it

rose and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was alarmed, and all Jerusalemwith him.
4After assembling all the chief priests and experts in the law, he asked them where

the Christ was to be born.
5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they said, “for it is written this way by the prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are in noway least among the rulers of Judah,
for out of youwill come a ruler whowill shepherdmy people Israel.’ ”

7 Then Herod privately summoned the wise men and determined from them when
the star had appeared.

8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and look carefully for the child. When you
find him, informme so that I can go andworship him as well.”

9After listening to the king they left, and once again the star they sawwhen it rose led
them until it stopped above the place where the child was.

10When they saw the star they shouted joyfully.
11As they came into the house and saw the child with Mary his mother, they bowed

down andworshiped him. They opened their treasure boxes and gave him gifts of gold,
frankincense, andmyrrh.

12After being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back by another
route to their own country.

The Escape to Egypt
13After they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,

“Get up, take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you,
for Herod is going to look for the child to kill him.”

14Then he got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and went to Egypt.
15He stayed there until Herod died. In thiswaywhatwas spoken by the Lord through

the prophet was fulfilled : “I calledmy Son out of Egypt.”
16WhenHerod saw that he had been tricked by thewisemen, he became enraged. He

sent men to kill all the children in Bethlehem and throughout the surrounding region
from the age of two andunder, according to the time he had learned from thewisemen.

17Thenwhat was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loudwailing,
Rachel weeping for her children,
and she did not want to be comforted, because theywere gone.”

The Return to Nazareth
19After Herod had died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
20 saying, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those

whowere seeking the child’s life are dead.”
21 So he got up and took the child and his mother and returned to the land of Israel.
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22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father
Herod, hewas afraid to go there. After beingwarned in a dream, hewent to the regions
of Galilee.

23He came to a town called Nazareth and lived there. Thenwhat had been spoken by
the prophets was fulfilled, that Jesus would be called a Nazarene.

3
1 In those days John the Baptist came into the wilderness of Judea proclaiming,
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
3For he is the one about whom Isaiah the prophet had spoken:

“ The voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ”

4NowJohnwore clothingmade fromcamel’shairwitha leatherbelt aroundhiswaist,
and his diet consisted of locusts and wild honey.

5 Then people from Jerusalem, as well as all Judea and all the region around the
Jordan, were going out to him,

6and he was baptizing them in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to

them, “You offspring of vipers! Whowarned you to flee from the coming wrath?
8Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance,
9anddon’t think you can say to yourselves, ‘WehaveAbrahamas our father.’ For I tell

you that God can raise up children for Abraham from these stones!
10Even now the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce

good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with water, for repentance, but the one coming after me is more

powerful than I am – I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire.

12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clean out his threshing floor
and will gather his wheat into the storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with
inextinguishable fire.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized by him in the Jordan River.
14 But John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you

come tome?”
15 So Jesus replied to him, “Let it happen now, for it is right for us to fulfill all

righteousness.” Then John yielded to him.
16 After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water, the heavens

opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming on him.
17And a voice fromheaven said, “This ismy one dear Son; in him I take great delight.”

4
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2After he fasted forty days and forty nights he was famished.
3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones

to become bread.”
4But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word

that comes from themouth of God*.’ ”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, had him stand on the highest point of the

temple,
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6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written, ‘
Hewill command his angels concerning you’ and ‘with their hands theywill lift you up, so
that youwill not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

7 Jesus said to him, “Once again it is written: ‘ You are not to put the Lord your God to
the test.’ ”

8Again, the devil took him to a very highmountain, and showedhimall the kingdoms
of the world and their grandeur.

9Andhesaid tohim, “Iwill giveyouall these things if you throwyourself to theground
andworshipme.”

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: ‘ You are to worship the
Lord your God and serve only him.’ ”

11Then the devil left him, and angels came and beganministering to his needs.
Preaching in Galilee

12Nowwhen Jesus heard that John had been imprisoned, he went into Galilee.
13While in Galilee, he moved fromNazareth by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and

Naphtali,
14 so that what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet would be fulfilled:

15 “ Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the way by the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles –
16 the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light,
and on those who sit in the region and shadow of death a light has dawned.”

17 From that time Jesus began to preach this message: “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is near.”

The Call of the Disciples
18As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon (called Peter)

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea (for they were fishermen).
19He said to them, “Followme, and I will turn you into fishers of people.”
20They left their nets immediately and followed him.
21Going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John

hisbrother, inaboatwithZebedee their father,mending theirnets. Thenhecalled them.
22They immediately left the boat and their father and followed him.
Jesus’HealingMinistry

23 Jesus went throughout all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of disease and sickness among the people.

24 So a report about him spread throughout Syria. People brought to him all who
suffered with various illnesses and afflictions, those who had seizures, paralytics, and
those possessed by demons, and he healed them.

25And large crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and
beyond the Jordan River.

5
1When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain. After he sat down his disciples

came to him.
2Then he began to teach them by saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to them.
4 “Blessed are those whomourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are themeek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.
7 “Blessed are themerciful, for they will be shownmercy.
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8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, for the kingdom of heaven

belongs to them.
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you and say all kinds of evil

things about you falsely on account of me.
12Rejoice and be glad because your reward is great in heaven, for they persecuted the
prophets before you in the sameway.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its flavor, how can it be made salty

again? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled on by
people.

14You are the light of the world. A city located on a hill cannot be hidden.
15People do not light a lamp andput it under a basket but on a lampstand, and it gives

light to all in the house.
16 In the same way, let your light shine before people, so that they can see your good

deeds and give honor to your Father in heaven.

Fulfillment of the Law and Prophets
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have not come

to abolish these things but to fulfill them.
18 I tell you the truth, until heavenandearthpassawaynot the smallest letter or stroke

of a letter will pass from the law until everything takes place.
19So anyonewho breaks one of the least of these commands and teaches others to do

so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever obeys them and teaches
others to do so will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20For I tell you, unless your righteousness goes beyond that of the experts in the law
and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger andMurder
21 “You have heard that it was said to an older generation, ‘ Do not murder,’ and

‘whoever murders will be subjected to judgment.’
22 But I say to you that anyone who is angry with a brother will be subjected to

judgment. And whoever insults a brother will be brought before the council, and
whoever says ‘Fool’will be sent to fiery hell.

23 So then, if you bring your gift to the altar and there remember that your brother
has something against you,

24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother
and then come and present your gift.

25 Reach agreement quickly with your accuser while on the way to court, or he may
hand you over to the judge, and the judge hand you over to thewarden, and youwill be
thrown into prison.

26 I tell you the truth, youwill never get out of thereuntil youhavepaid the last penny!

Adultery
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’
28But I say to you thatwhoever looks at awoman to desire her has already committed

adultery with her in his heart.
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away! It is better to lose

one of yourmembers than to have your whole body thrown into hell.
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30 If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away! It is better to lose
one of yourmembers than to have your whole body go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It was said, ‘Whoever divorces his wifemust give her a legal document.’
32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for immorality, makes

her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Oaths
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to an older generation, ‘ Do not|

strong="G3756" break an oath, but fulfill your vows to the Lord break an oath,
but fulfill your vows to the Lord.’

34But I say to you, do not take oaths at all – not by heaven, because it is the throne of
God,

35not by earth, because it is his footstool, and not by Jerusalem, because it is the city
of the great King.

36Do not take an oath by your head, because you are not able tomake one hair white
or black.

37Let your word be ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no.’ More than this is from the evil one.

Retaliation
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’
39 But I say to you, do not resist the evildoer. But whoever strikes you on the right

cheek, turn the other to him as well.
40And if someone wants to sue you and to take your tunic, give him your coat also.
41And if anyone forces you to go onemile, go with him two.
42Give to the one who asks you, and do not reject the one whowants to borrow from

you.

Love for Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘ Love your neighbor’ and ‘hate your enemy.’
44But I say to you, love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you,
45 so that youmay be like your Father in heaven, since he causes the sun to rise on the

evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Even the tax

collectors do the same, don’t they?
47And if you only greet your brothers, whatmore do you do? Even theGentiles do the

same, don’t they?
48 So then, be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

6
1“Be careful not todisplay your righteousnessmerely tobe seenbypeople. Otherwise

you have no reward with your Father in heaven.
2 Thus whenever you do charitable giving, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the

hypocrites do in synagogues and on streets so that peoplewill praise them. I tell you the
truth, they have their reward.

3But when you do your giving, do not let your left hand know what your right hand
is doing,

4 so that your gift may be in secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, will reward
you.

Private Prayer
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5 “Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, because they love to pray while
standing in synagogues and on street corners so that people can see them. Truly I say to
you, they have their reward.

6But whenever you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray to your Father
in secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.

7Whenyoupray, do not babble repetitiously like theGentiles, because they think that
by their many words they will be heard.

8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
9 So pray this way:

Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored,
10may your kingdom come,
may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us today our daily bread,
12and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors.
13And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

14 “For if you forgive others their sins, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
15But if you do not forgive others, your Father will not forgive you your sins.
Proper Fasting

16 “When you fast, do not look sullen like the hypocrites, for they make their faces
unattractive so that people will see them fasting. I tell you the truth, they have their
reward.

17When you fast, put oil on your head andwash your face,
18 so that it will not be obvious to otherswhen you are fasting, but only to your Father

who is in secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.
Lasting Treasure

19“Donot accumulate for yourselves treasures onearth,wheremothand rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal.

20 But accumulate for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.

21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If then your eye is healthy, your whole body will

be full of light.
23But if your eye is diseased, yourwhole bodywill be full of darkness. If then the light

in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
24 “No one can serve twomasters, for either hewill hate the one and love the other, or

he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God andmoney.
DoNotWorry

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Isn’t there more to life than food andmore to the
body than clothing?

26Look at the birds in the sky: They do not sow, or reap, or gather into barns, yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t youmore valuable than they are?

27Andwhich of you by worrying can add even one hour to his life?
28Why do you worry about clothing? Think about how the flowers of the field grow;

they do not work or spin.
29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed like one of these!
30And if this is how God clothes the wild grass, which is here today and tomorrow is

tossed into the fire to heat the oven, won’t he clothe you evenmore, you people of little
faith?



Matthew 6:31 1205 Matthew 7:21

31 So then, don’t worry saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What
will we wear?’

32For theunconvertedpursue these things, and yourheavenly Father knows that you
need them.

33 But above all pursue his kingdom and righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.

34So then, do notworry about tomorrow, for tomorrowwillworry about itself. Today
has enough trouble of its own.

7
1 “Do not judge so that you will not be judged.
2 For by the standard you judge you will be judged, and the measure you use will be

themeasure you receive.
3Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, but fail to see the beam of wood in

your own?
4Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Letme remove the speck from your eye,’while

there is a beam in your own?
5 You hypocrite! First remove the beam from your own eye, and then you can see

clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.
6Donot givewhat is holy to dogs or throwyour pearls before pigs; otherwise theywill

trample them under their feet and turn around and tear you to pieces.
Ask, Seek, Knock

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened for you.

8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks, the door will be opened.

9 Is there anyone among youwho, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?
10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?
11 If you then, althoughyouare evil, knowhow togive goodgifts to your children, how

muchmore will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
12 In everything, treat others as youwould want them to treat you, for this fulfills the

law and the prophets.
The NarrowGate

13 “Enter through the narrow gate, because the gate is wide and the way is spacious
that leads to destruction, and there are manywho enter through it.

14 But the gate is narrow and the way is difficult that leads to life, and there are few
who find it.

A Tree and Its Fruit
15“Watchout for false prophets,who come to you in sheep’s clothingbut inwardly are

voracious wolves.
16You will recognize them by their fruit. Grapes are not gathered from thorns or figs

from thistles, are they?
17 In the sameway, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.
18A good tree is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree to bear good fruit.
19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
20 So then, you will recognize them by their fruit.
Judgment of Pretenders

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’will enter into the kingdom of heaven
– only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
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22On that day,manywill say tome, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’tweprophesy in your name, and
in your name cast out demons and domany powerful deeds?’

23Then Iwill declare to them, ‘I never knewyou. Go away fromme, you lawbreakers!’
Hearing and Doing

24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them is like a wise man who
built his house on rock.

25 The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against that house, but it did not
collapse because it had been founded on rock.

26Everyonewhohears thesewords ofmine anddoes not do them is like a foolishman
who built his house on sand.

27The rain fell, thefloodcame, and thewindsbeat against thathouse, and it collapsed;
it was utterly destroyed!”

28When Jesus finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed by his teaching,
29becausehe taught them like onewhohadauthority, not like their experts in the law.

8
1After he came down from themountain, large crowds followed him.
2Anda leperapproached, andbowed lowbeforehim, saying, “Lord, if youarewilling,

you canmakeme clean.”
3 He stretched out his hand and touched him saying, “I am willing. Be clean!”

Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4Then Jesus said to him, “See that you do not speak to anyone, but go, show yourself

to a priest, and bring the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
Healing the Centurion’s Servant

5When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him asking for help:
6 “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible anguish.”
7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”
8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.

Instead, just say the word andmy servant will be healed.
9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go’

and he goes, and to another ‘Come’ and he comes, and to my slave ‘Do this’ and he does
it.”

10When Jesus heard this he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “I tell
you the truth, I have not found such faith in anyone in Israel!

11 I tell you, many will come from the east and west to share the banquet with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,

12but the sons of the kingdomwill be thrownout into the outer darkness,where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

13Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; just as you believed, it will be done for you.”
And the servant was healed at that hour.

Healings at Peter’s House
14Nowwhen Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his mother-in-law lying down, sick

with a fever.
15He touched her hand, and the fever left her. Then she got up and began to serve

them.
16 When it was evening, many demon-possessed people were brought to him. He

drove out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick.
17 In this way what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet was fulfilled:

“He took ourweaknesses and carried our diseases.”
Challenging Professed Followers
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18Now when Jesus saw a large crowd around him, he gave orders to go to the other
side of the lake.

19Thenanexpert in the lawcame tohimandsaid, “Teacher, Iwill followyouwherever
you go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens, and the birds in the sky have nests, but the Son
of Man has no place to lay his head.”

21Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and burymy father.”
22But Jesus said to him, “Followme, and let the dead bury their own dead.”
Stilling of a Storm

23As he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.
24And a great stormdeveloped on the sea so that thewaves began to swamp the boat.

But he was asleep.
25 So they came andwoke him up saying, “Lord, save us! We are about to die!”
26But he said to them, “Why are you cowardly, you people of little faith?” Then he got

up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it was dead calm.
27And the men were amazed and said, “What sort of person is this? Even the winds

and the sea obey him!”
Healing the Gadarene Demoniacs

28 When he came to the other side, to the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-
possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were extremely violent, so that
no one was able to pass by that way.

29 They cried out, “Son of God, leave us alone! Have you come here to torment us
before the time?”

30A large herd of pigs was feeding some distance from them.
31Then the demons begged him, “If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”
32And he said, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the herd rushed

down the steep slope into the lake and drowned in the water.
33The herdsmen ran off, went into the town, and told everything that had happened

to the demon-possessedmen.
34Then the entire town came out tomeet Jesus. Andwhen they saw him, they begged

him to leave their region.

9
1After getting into a boat he crossed to the other side and came to his own town.
2 Just then some people brought to him a paralytic lying on a stretcher. When Jesus

saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Have courage, son! Your sins are forgiven.”
3Then some of the experts in the law said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming!”
4 When Jesus saw their reaction he said, “Why do you respond with evil in your

hearts?
5Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or to say, ‘Stand up andwalk’?
6But so that youmay know that the Son ofManhas authority on earth to forgive sins”

– then he said to the paralytic – “Stand up, take your stretcher, and go home.”
7And he stood up andwent home.
8When the crowd saw this, they were afraid and honored God who had given such

authority to men.

The Call of Matthew; Eatingwith Sinners
9As Jesus went on from there, he saw aman namedMatthew sitting at the tax booth.

“Followme,” he said to him. And he got up and followed him.
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10 As Jesus was having a meal in Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners
came and ate with Jesus and his disciples.

11When the Pharisees saw this they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat
with tax collectors and sinners?”

12When Jesus heard this he said, “Those who are healthy don’t need a physician, but
those who are sick do.

13Go and learn what this sayingmeans: ‘ I wantmercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not
come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Superiority of the New
14 Then John’s disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast

often, but your disciples don’t fast?”
15 Jesus said to them, “Theweddingguests cannotmournwhile thebridegroomiswith

them, can they? But the days are comingwhen thebridegroomwill be taken from them,
and then they will fast.

16No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, because the patch will
pull away from the garment and the tear will be worse.

17And no one pours new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the skins burst and the
wine is spilled out and the skins are destroyed. Instead they put new wine into new
wineskins and both are preserved.”

Restoration andHealing
18As he was saying these things, a ruler came, bowed low before him, and said, “My

daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her and she will live.”
19 Jesus and his disciples got up and followed him.
20But awomanwhohad been suffering fromahemorrhage for twelve years cameup

behind him and touched the edge of his cloak.
21For she kept saying to herself, “If only I touch his cloak, I will be healed.”
22 But when Jesus turned and saw her he said, “Have courage, daughter! Your faith

has made you well.” And the womanwas healed from that hour.
23When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the disorderly

crowd,
24he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but asleep.” And they began making fun

of him.
25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and gently took her by the

hand, and the girl got up.
26And the news of this spread throughout that region.
Healing the Blind andMute

27As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, shouting, “Have mercy
on us, Son of David!”

28When he went into the house, the blind men came to him. Jesus said to them, “Do
you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”

29Then he touched their eyes saying, “Let it be done for you according to your faith.”
30 And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one

knows about this.”
31But they went out and spread the news about him throughout that entire region.
32As they were going away, amanwho could not talk andwas demon-possessed was

brought to him.
33After the demonwas cast out, themanwhohad beenmute spoke. The crowdswere

amazed and said, “Never has anything like this been seen in Israel!”
34But the Pharisees said, “By the ruler of demons he casts out demons.”
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Workers for the Harvest
35 Then Jesus went throughout all the towns and villages, teaching in their syna-

gogues, preaching the goodnews of the kingdom, andhealing every kind of disease and
sickness.

36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were bewil-
dered and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
38Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”

10
1 Jesus calledhis twelvedisciples andgave themauthority overunclean spirits so they

could cast them out and heal every kind of disease and sickness.
2Now these are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon (called Peter), and Andrew his brother; James son of Zebedee and John

his brother;
3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of

Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
5 Jesus sent out these twelve, instructing themas follows: “Donot go toGentile regions

and do not enter any Samaritan town.
6Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
7As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near!’
8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received,

freely give.
9Do not take gold, silver, or copper in your belts,
10nobag for the journey, or an extra tunic, or sandals or staff, for theworker deserves

his provisions.
11Whenever you enter a town or village, find out who is worthy there and stay with

them until you leave.
12As you enter the house, give it greetings.
13And if the house is worthy, let your peace come on it, but if it is not worthy, let your

peace return to you.
14 And if anyone will not welcome you or listen to your message, shake the dust off

your feet as you leave that house or that town.
15 I tell you the truth, it will bemore bearable for the region of Sodom and Gomorrah

on the day of judgment than for that town!

Persecution of Disciples
16 “I am sending you out like sheep surrounded bywolves, so bewise as serpents and

innocent as doves.
17Beware of people, because theywill hand you over to councils and flog you in their

synagogues.
18And youwill be brought before governors and kings because of me, as a witness to

them and the Gentiles.
19Whenever they hand you over for trial, do not worry about how to speak or what

to say, for what you should say will be given to you at that time.
20For it is not you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
21 “Brother will hand over brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise

against parents and have them put to death.
22And you will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who endures

to the end will be saved.



Matthew 10:23 1210 Matthew 11:4

23Whenever they persecute you in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you
will not finish going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24 “A disciple is not greater than his teacher, nor a slave greater than his master.
25 It is enough for the disciple to become like his teacher, and the slave like hismaster.

If they have called the head of the house ‘Beelzebul,’ howmuchmore will they defame
themembers of his household!

Fear God, NotMan
26 “Do not be afraid of them, for nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and

nothing is secret that will not bemade known.
27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what is whispered in your ear,

proclaim from the housetops.
28Donot be afraid of thosewho kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Instead, fear the

one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
29Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground apart

from your Father’s will.
30Even all the hairs on your head are numbered.
31 So do not be afraid; you aremore valuable thanmany sparrows.
32 “Whoever, then, acknowledges me before people, I will acknowledge before my

Father in heaven.
33 But whoever denies me before people, I will deny him also before my Father in

heaven.
Not Peace, but a Sword

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring
peace but a sword.

35For I have come to set aman against his father, a daughter against hermother, and a
daughter-in-law against hermother-in-law,

36 and aman’s enemies will be themembers of his household.
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more thanme is not worthy of me, and whoever

loves son or daughter more thanme is not worthy of me.
38Andwhoever does not take up his cross and followme is not worthy of me.
39Whoever finds his lifewill lose it, andwhoever loses his life because ofmewill find

it.
Rewards

40“Whoever receivesyoureceivesme, andwhoever receivesmereceives theonewho
sent me.

41 Whoever receives a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s
reward. Whoever receives a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will
receive a righteous person’s reward.

42And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name
of a disciple, I tell you the truth, he will never lose his reward.”

11
1When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to

teach and preach in their towns.
Jesus and John the Baptist

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds Christ had done, he sent his
disciples to ask a question:

3 “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?”
4 Jesus answered them, “Go tell John what you hear and see:
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5The blind see, the lamewalk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the poor have good news proclaimed to them.

6Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
7While they were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What

did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
8What did you go out to see? A man dressed in fancy clothes? Look, those who wear

fancy clothes are in the homes of kings!
9What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, andmore than a prophet.
10This is the one about whom it is written:

‘ Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,
whowill prepare yourway before you.’

11 “I tell you the truth, among those born of women, no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist. Yet the onewho is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.

12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and forceful people lay hold of it.

13For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John appeared.
14And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, who is to come.
15The one who has ears had better listen!
16 “To what should I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the

marketplaces who call out to one another,
17 ‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance;
we wailed inmourning, yet you did not weep.’

18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’
19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him, a glutton

and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.”

Woes on Unrepentant Cities
20 Then Jesus began to criticize openly the cities in which he had done many of his

miracles, because they did not repent.
21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If themiracles done in youhadbeen

done in Tyre they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment

than for you!
23And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be thrown down

to Hades! For if the miracles done among you had been done in Sodom, it would have
continued to this day.

24 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for the region of Sodom on the day of
judgment than for you!”

Jesus’ Invitation
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because

you have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent, and revealed them to little
children.

26Yes, Father, for this was your gracious will.
27All things have been handed over tome bymyFather. No one knows the Son except

the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
decides to reveal him.

28Come tome, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
29Takemy yoke on you and learn fromme, because I am gentle and humble in heart,

and you will find rest for your souls.
30Formy yoke is easy to bear, andmy load is not hard to carry.”
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12
1 At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on a Sabbath. His disciples were

hungry, and they began to pick heads of wheat and eat them.
2 But when the Pharisees saw this they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing

what is against the law to do on the Sabbath.”
3He said to them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions

were hungry –
4how he entered the house of God and they ate the sacred bread, which was against

the law for him or his companions to eat, but only for the priests?
5Or have you not read in the law that the priests in the temple desecrate the Sabbath

and yet are not guilty?
6 I tell you that something greater than the temple is here.
7 If you had known what this means: ‘ I want mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not

have condemned the innocent.
8For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
9Then Jesus left that place and entered their synagogue.
10A man was there who had a withered hand. And they asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to

heal on the Sabbath?” so that they could accuse him.
11He said to them, “Would not any one of you, if he had one sheep that fell into a pit

on the Sabbath, take hold of it and lift it out?
12Howmuchmore valuable is a person than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the

Sabbath.”
13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out and it was

restored, as healthy as the other.
14But thePhariseeswentoutandplottedagainsthim, as tohowtheycouldassassinate

him.
God’s Special Servant

15Nowwhen Jesus learned of this, he went away from there. Great crowds followed
him, and he healed them all.

16But he sternly warned them not to make him known.
17This fulfilled what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet:

18 “Here ismy servant whom I have chosen,
the one I love, in whom I take great delight.
I will putmy Spirit on him, and hewill proclaim justice to the nations.
19 Hewill not quarrel or cry out,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.
20 Hewill not break a bruised reed or extinguish a smolderingwick,
until he brings justice to victory.
21 And in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Jesus and Beelzebul
22Then they brought to him a demon-possessed manwho was blind andmute. Jesus

healed him so that he could speak and see.
23All the crowds were amazed and said, “Could this one be the Son of David?”
24But when the Pharisees heard this they said, “He does not cast out demons except

by the power of Beelzebul, the ruler of demons!”
25Nowwhen Jesus realizedwhat theywere thinking, he said to them, “Everykingdom

dividedagainst itself is destroyed, andno townorhousedividedagainst itselfwill stand.
26So if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How thenwill his kingdom

stand?
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27And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? For
this reason they will be your judges.

28But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has already
overtaken you.

29How else can someone enter a strongman’s house and steal his property, unless he
first ties up the strongman? Then he can thoroughly plunder the house.

30 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me
scatters.

31 For this reason I tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy, but
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.

32 Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven. But whoever
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to
come.

Trees and Their Fruit
33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be

bad, for a tree is known by its fruit.
34Offspring of vipers! How are you able to say anything good, since you are evil? For

themouth speaks fromwhat fills the heart.
35 The good person brings good things out of his good treasury, and the evil person

brings evil things out of his evil treasury.
36 I tell you that on the day of judgment, people will give an account for every

worthless word they speak.
37For by yourwords youwill be justified, andby yourwords youwill be condemned.”
The Sign of Jonah

38 Then some of the experts in the law along with some Pharisees answered him,
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.”

39 But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

40 For just as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish for three days and three nights, so
the Son of Manwill be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights.

41 The people of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repentedwhen Jonahpreached to them –andnow, something
greater than Jonah is here!

42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because she came fromtheendsof the earth tohear thewisdomof Solomon
– and now, something greater than Solomon is here!

The Return of the Unclean Spirit
43 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes through waterless places

looking for rest but does not find it.
44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the home I left.’ When it returns, it finds the house

empty, swept clean, and put in order.
45Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go

in and live there, so the last state of that person is worse than the first. It will be that
way for this evil generation as well!”

Jesus’ True Family
46While Jesus was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and brothers came and

stood outside, asking to speak to him.
47 Someone told him, “Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside

wanting to speak to you.”
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48 To the one who had said this, Jesus replied, “Who is my mother and who are my
brothers?”

49And pointing toward his disciples he said, “Here aremymother andmy brothers!
50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and

mother.”
13

1On that day after Jesus went out of the house, he sat by the lake.
2And such a large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat to sit while the

whole crowd stood on the shore.
3He told themmany things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.
4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured

them.
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground where they did not have much soil. They sprang

up quickly because the soil was not deep.
6 But when the sun came up, they were scorched, and because they did not have

sufficient root, they withered.
7Other seeds fell among the thorns, and they grew up and choked them.
8But other seeds fell on good soil andproduced grain, someahundred times asmuch,

some sixty, and some thirty.
9The one who has ears had better listen!”
10Then the disciples came to him and said, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”
11 He replied, “You have been given the opportunity to know the secrets of the

kingdom of heaven, but they have not.
12 For whoever has will be given more, and will have an abundance. But whoever

does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.
13For this reason I speak to them in parables: Although they see they do not see, and

although they hear they do not hear nor do they understand.
14And concerning them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:

‘ Youwill listen carefully yet will never understand,
youwill look closely yet will never comprehend.
15 For the heart of this people has become dull;
they are hard of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understandwith their hearts
and turn, and I would heal them.’

16 “But your eyes are blessed because they see, and your ears because they hear.
17For I tell you the truth,many prophets and righteous people longed to seewhat you

see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
18 “So listen to the parable of the sower:
19When anyone hears the word about the kingdom and does not understand it, the

evil one comes and snatcheswhatwas sown in his heart; this is the seed sown along the
path.

20The seed sown on rocky ground is the personwhohears theword and immediately
receives it with joy.

21 But he has no root in himself and does not endure; when trouble or persecution
comes because of the word, immediately he falls away.

22The seed sown among thorns is the person who hears the word, but worldly cares
and the seductiveness of wealth choke the word, so it produces nothing.
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23 But as for the seed sown on good soil, this is the person who hears the word and
understands. He bears fruit, yielding a hundred, sixty, or thirty times what was sown.”

The Parable of theWeeds
24He presented themwith another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a person

who sowed good seed in his field.
25 But while everyone was sleeping, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the

wheat and went away.
26When the plants sprouted and bore grain, then the weeds also appeared.
27 So the slaves of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in

your field? Then where did the weeds come from?’
28He said, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the slaves replied, ‘Do you want us to go and

gather them?’
29But he said, ‘No, since in gathering theweeds youmay uproot thewheatwith them.
30Letbothgrowtogetheruntil theharvest. Atharvest time Iwill tell the reapers, “First

collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned, but then gather the wheat into
my barn.” ’ ”

The Parable of theMustard Seed
31He gave them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like amustard seed that

a man took and sowed in his field.
32 It is the smallest of all the seeds, butwhen it has grown it is the greatest gardenplant

and becomes a tree, so that the wild birds come and nest in its branches.”
The Parable of the Yeast

33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took andmixed with threemeasures of flour until all the dough had risen.”

The Purpose of Parables
34 Jesus spoke all these things in parables to the crowds; he did not speak to them

without a parable.
35This fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet:

“ I will openmymouth in parables,
I will announcewhat has been hidden from the foundation of the world.”

Explanation for the Disciples
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.
38The field is the world and the good seed are the people of the kingdom. The weeds

are the people of the evil one,
39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and

the reapers are angels.
40As the weeds are collected and burned with fire, so it will be at the end of the age.
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather from his kingdom

everything that causes sin as well as all lawbreakers.
42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and

gnashing of teeth.
43Then the righteouswill shine like the sun in the kingdomof their Father. The onewho

has ears had better listen!
Parables on the Kingdom of Heaven

44“Thekingdomof heaven is like a treasure, hidden in afield, that a person foundand
hid. Then because of joy he went and sold all that he had and bought that field.
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45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like amerchant searching for fine pearls.
46When he found a pearl of great value, he went out and sold everything he had and

bought it.
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was cast into the sea that caught all

kinds of fish.
48 When it was full, they pulled it ashore, sat down, and put the good fish into

containers and threw the bad away.
49 It will be this way at the end of the age. Angels will come and separate the evil from

the righteous
50and throw them into the fiery furnace, where therewill beweeping and gnashing of

teeth.
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They replied, “Yes.”
52Then he said to them, “Therefore every expert in the lawwho has been trained for

the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his treasure what
is new and old.”

Rejection at Nazareth
53Nowwhen Jesus finished these parables, he moved on from there.
54 Then he came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue.

They were astonished and said, “Where did this man get such wisdom andmiraculous
powers?

55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t hismothernamedMary? Andaren’t his brothers
James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?

56And aren’t all his sisters here with us? Where did he get all this?”
57And so they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without

honor except in his hometown and in his own house.”
58And he did not domanymiracles there because of their unbelief.

14
1At that time Herod the tetrarch heard reports about Jesus,
2 and he said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist. He has been raised from the

dead! And because of this, miraculous powers are at work in him.”
3 For Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of

Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
4because John had repeatedly told him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
5AlthoughHerodwanted tokill John, he feared the crowdbecause theyaccepted John

as a prophet.
6But on Herod’s birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased

Herod,
7 so much that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked.
8 Instructed by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a

platter.”
9 Although it grieved the king, because of his oath and the dinner guests he com-

manded it to be given.
10 So he sent and had John beheaded in the prison.
11His head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her

mother.
12Then John’s disciples cameand took the body andburied it andwent and told Jesus.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
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13 Now when Jesus heard this he went away from there privately in a boat to an
isolated place. But when the crowd heard about it, they followed him on foot from the
towns.

14As he got out he saw the large crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed
their sick.

15When evening arrived, his disciples came to him saying, “This is an isolated place
and the hour is already late. Send the crowds away so that they can go into the villages
and buy food for themselves.”

16But he replied, “They don’t need to go. You give them something to eat.”
17They said to him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”
18 “Bring them here to me,” he replied.
19Then he instructed the crowds to sit down on the grass. He took the five loaves and

two fish, and looking up to heaven he gave thanks and broke the loaves. He gave them
to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds.

20 They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the broken pieces left over,
twelve baskets full.

21Not counting women and children, there were about five thousandmenwho ate.

Walking onWater
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him to the

other side, while he dispersed the crowds.
23 And after he sent the crowds away, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.

When evening came, he was there alone.
24Meanwhile the boat, already far from land, was taking a beating from the waves

because the wind was against it.
25As the night was ending, Jesus came to themwalking on the sea.
26When the disciples sawhimwalking on thewater theywere terrified and said, “It’s

a ghost!” and cried out with fear.
27But immediately Jesus spoke to them: “Have courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.”
28Peter said to him, “Lord, if it is you, order me to come to you on the water.”
29So he said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat, walked on thewater, and came toward

Jesus.
30But when he saw the strong wind he became afraid. And starting to sink, he cried

out, “Lord, saveme!”
31 Immediately Jesus reachedouthishandandcaughthim, saying tohim, “Youof little

faith, why did you doubt?”
32When they went up into the boat, the wind ceased.
33Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of

God.”
34After they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.
35When the people there recognized him, they sent word into all the surrounding

area, and they brought all their sick to him.
36They begged him if they could only touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched

it were healed.

15
1Then Pharisees and experts in the law came from Jerusalem to Jesus and said,
2 “Whydo your disciples disobey the tradition of the elders? For they don’t wash their

hands when they eat.”
3He answered them, “Andwhy do you disobey the commandment of God because of

your tradition?
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4 For God said, ‘ Honor your father and mother’ and ‘ Whoever insults his father or
mothermust be put to death.’

5But you say, ‘If someone tells his father or mother, “Whatever help you would have
received fromme is given to God,”

6he does not need to honor his father.’ You have nullified theword of God on account
of your tradition.

7Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you when he said,
8 ‘ This people honorsmewith their lips,
but their heart is|strong="G0568" far fromme,
9 and theyworshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

True Defilement
10Then he called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand.
11What defiles a person is not what goes into the mouth; it is what comes out of the

mouth that defiles a person.”
12 Then the disciples came to him and said, “Do you know that when the Pharisees

heard this saying they were offended?”
13Andhereplied, “Everyplant thatmyheavenlyFatherdidnotplantwill beuprooted.
14 Leave them! They are blind guides. If someone who is blind leads another who is

blind, both will fall into a pit.”
15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.”
16 Jesus said, “Even after all this, are you still so foolish?
17Don’t you understand that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and

then passes out into the sewer?
18 But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these things

defile a person.
19Forout of theheart comeevil ideas,murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false

testimony, slander.
20These are the things that defile a person; it is not eating with unwashed hands that

defiles a person.”
A CanaaniteWoman’s Faith

21After going out from there, Jesus went to the region of Tyre
22A Canaanite woman from that area came and cried out, “Havemercy onme, Lord,

Son of David! My daughter is horribly demon-possessed!”
23But he did not answer her a word. Then his disciples came and begged him, “Send

her away, because she keeps on crying out after us.”
24 So he answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
25But she came and bowed down before him and said, “Lord, help me!”
26 “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs,” he said.
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their

masters’ table.”
28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great! Let what you want be done

for you.” And her daughter was healed from that hour.

HealingMany Others
29Whenhe left there, Jesuswentalong theSeaofGalilee. Thenhewentupamountain,

where he sat down.
30Then large crowds came to himbringingwith them the lame, blind, crippled,mute,

andmany others. They laid them at his feet, and he healed them.



Matthew 15:31 1219 Matthew 16:15

31As a result, the crowdwas amazed when they saw themute speaking, the crippled
healthy, the lamewalking, and the blind seeing, and they praised the God of Israel.

The Feeding of the Four Thousand
32Then Jesus called the disciples and said, “I have compassion on the crowd, because

they have already been here with me three days and they have nothing to eat. I don’t
want to send them away hungry since theymay faint on the way.”

33The disciples said to him, “Where canwe get enough bread in this desolate place to
satisfy so great a crowd?”

34 Jesus said to them, “Howmany loaves do you have?” They replied, “Seven – and a
few small fish.”

35After instructing the crowd to sit down on the ground,
36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and after giving thanks, he broke them and

began giving them to the disciples, who then gave them to the crowds.
37Theyall ate andwere satisfied, and theypickedup thebrokenpieces left over, seven

baskets full.
38Not counting children andwomen, there were four thousandmenwho ate.
39 After sending away the crowd, he got into the boat and went to the region of

Magadan.

16
1Nowwhen the Pharisees and Sadducees came to test Jesus, they asked him to show

them a sign from heaven.
2He said, “When evening comes you say, ‘It will be fair weather, because the sky is

red,’
3 and in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, because the sky is red and darkening.’

You knowhow to judge correctly the appearance of the sky, but you cannot evaluate the
signs of the times.

4 A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it
except the sign of Jonah.” Then he left them andwent away.

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees
5When the disciples went to the other side, they forgot to take bread.
6 “Watch out,” Jesus said to them, “beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sad-

ducees.”
7So they began to discuss this among themselves, saying, “It is becausewebrought no

bread.”
8When Jesus learned of this, he said, “You who have such little faith! Why are you

arguing among yourselves about having no bread?
9 Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five

thousand, and howmany baskets you took up?
10Or the seven loaves for the four thousand and howmany baskets you took up?
11How could you not understand that I was not speaking to you about bread? But

beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees!”
12Then they understood that he had not told them to be on guard against the yeast in

bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Peter’s Confession

13When Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?”

14 They answered, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
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16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17And Jesus answered him, “You are blessed, Simon son of Jonah, because flesh and

blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven!
18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the

gates of Hades will not overpower it.
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will

have beenbound inheaven, andwhatever you release on earthwill have been released
in heaven.”

20Then he instructed his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
First Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection

21 From that time on Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law,
and be killed, and on the third day be raised.

22So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him: “God forbid, Lord! Thismust not
happen to you!”

23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me, because you are not setting yourmind on God’s interests, but onman’s.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he must
deny himself, take up his cross, and followme.

25Forwhoeverwants to save his lifewill lose it, butwhoever loses his life formy sake
will find it.

26Forwhat does it benefit a person if he gains thewholeworld but forfeits his life? Or
what can a person give in exchange for his life?

27For the Son of Manwill comewith his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will reward each person according to what he has done.

28 I tell you the truth, there are some standing here who will not experience death
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

17
1 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of James, and

led them privately up a highmountain.
2And he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes

becamewhite as light.
3ThenMoses and Elijah also appeared before them, talking with him.
4So Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If youwant, Iwillmake three

shelters – one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from

the cloud said, “This is my one dear Son, in whom I take great delight. Listen to him!”
6 When the disciples heard this, they were overwhelmed with fear and threw

themselves downwith their faces to the ground.
7But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Do not be afraid.”
8When they looked up, all they sawwas Jesus alone.
9As theywere coming down from themountain, Jesus commanded them, “Donot tell

anyone about the vision until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”
10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the experts in the law say that Elijah must

come first?”
11He answered, “Elijah does indeed come first and will restore all things.
12And I tell you thatElijahhasalready come. Yet theydidnot recognizehim, butdid to

himwhatever theywanted. In the sameway, the Son ofManwill suffer at their hands.”
13Then the disciples understood that hewas speaking to themabout John the Baptist.
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The Disciples’ Failure to Heal
14When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt before him,
15and said, “Lord, havemercyonmyson, becausehehas seizures and suffers terribly,

for he often falls into the fire and into the water.
16 I brought him to your disciples, but they were not able to heal him.”
17 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and perverse generation! How much longer

must I be with you? Howmuch longer must I endure you? Bring him here to me.”
18Then Jesus rebuked the demonand it cameout of him, and the boywashealed from

that moment.
19Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why couldn’t we cast it out?”
20He told them, “Itwasbecause of your little faith. I tell you the truth, if youhave faith

the size of amustard seed, youwill say to thismountain, ‘Move fromhere to there,’ and
it will move; nothing will be impossible for you.”

21 *
22When they gathered together in Galilee, Jesus told them, “The Son of Man is going

to be betrayed into the hands of men.
23Theywill kill him, and on the third day hewill be raised.” And they became greatly

distressed.
The Temple Tax

24After they arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to Peter and
said, “Your teacher pays the double drachma tax, doesn’t he?”

25He said, “Yes.” When Peter came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, “What do
you think, Simon? From whom do earthly kings collect tolls or taxes – from their sons
or from foreigners?”

26After he said, “From foreigners,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free.
27But so that we don’t offend them, go to the lake and throw out a hook. Take the first

fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth, you will find a four drachma coin.
Take that and give it to them for me and you.”

18
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom

of heaven?”
2He called a child, had him stand among them,
3and said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn aroundandbecome like little children,

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven!
4Whoever then humbles himself like this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of

heaven.
5Andwhoever welcomes a child like this in my namewelcomesme.
6 “But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be

better for him to have a hugemillstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the
open sea.

7Woe to theworld because of stumbling blocks! It is necessary that stumbling blocks
come, but woe to the person through whom they come.

8 If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better
for you to enter life crippled or lame than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown
into eternal fire.

9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter into life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into fiery hell.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
* 17:21 [[EMPTY]]
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10 “See that you do not disdain one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels
in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.

11 *
12What do you think? If someone owns a hundred sheep and one of themgoes astray,

will he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go look for the one that went
astray?

13And ifhefinds it, I tell you the truth, hewill rejoicemoreover it thanover theninety-
nine that did not go astray.

14 In the sameway, your Father in heaven is not willing that one of these little ones be
lost.

Restoring Christian Relationships
15 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault when the two of you are alone. If

he listens to you, you have regained your brother.
16But if he does not listen, take one or two others with you, so that at the testimony of

two or three witnesses everymattermay be established.
17 Ifhe refuses to listen to them, tell it to thechurch. Ifhe refuses to listen to thechurch,

treat him like a Gentile or a tax collector.
18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven,

and whatever you release on earth will have been released in heaven.
19Again, I tell you the truth, if two of you on earth agree about whatever you ask, my

Father in heaven will do it for you.
20For where two or three are assembled inmy name, I am there among them.”
21ThenPeter came to himand said, “Lord, howmany timesmust I forgivemybrother

who sins against me? Asmany as seven times?”
22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, I tell you, but seventy-seven times!
The Parable of the Unforgiving Slave

23 “For this reason, the kingdomof heaven is like a kingwhowanted to settle accounts
with his slaves.

24 As he began settling his accounts, a man who owed ten thousand talents was
brought to him.

25Because he was not able to repay it, the lord ordered him to be sold, along with his
wife, children, and whatever he possessed, and repayment to bemade.

26Then the slave threwhimself to the ground before him, saying, ‘Be patientwithme,
and I will repay you everything.’

27The lord had compassion on that slave and released him, and forgave him the debt.
28After hewent out, that same slave found one of his fellow slaveswho owedhimone

hundred silver coins. So he grabbed himby the throat and started to choke him, saying,
‘Pay back what you oweme!’

29Thenhis fellow slave threwhimself downandbeggedhim, ‘Bepatientwithme, and
I will repay you.’

30 But he refused. Instead, he went out and threw him in prison until he repaid the
debt.

31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were very upset and went
and told their lord everything that had taken place.

32Then his lord called the first slave and said to him, ‘Evil slave! I forgave you all that
debt because you beggedme!

33 Should you not have shownmercy to your fellow slave, just as I showed it to you?’
34And in anger his lord turned him over to the prison guards to torture him until he

repaid all he owed.
* 18:11 [[EMPTY]]
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35 So also my heavenly Father will do to you, if each of you does not forgive your
brother from your heart.”

19
1Nowwhen Jesusfinished these sayings, he leftGalileeandwent to theregionof Judea

beyond the Jordan River.
2Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
3 Then some Pharisees came to him in order to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful to

divorce a wife for any cause?”
4 He answered, “Have you not read that from the beginning the Creator made|

strong="G4160" themmale and female themmale and female,
5 and said, ‘ For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and will be united

with his wife, and the twowill become one flesh’?
6So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Thereforewhat God has joined together, let

no one separate.”
7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command us to give a certificate of

dismissal and to divorce her?”
8 Jesus said to them, “Mosespermitted you todivorce yourwives because of yourhard

hearts, but from the beginning it was not this way.
9Now I say to you thatwhoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, andmarries

another commits adultery.”
10The disciples said to him, “If this is the case of a husbandwith awife, it is better not

to marry!”
11He said to them, “Not everyone can accept this statement, except those to whom it

has been given.
12 For there are some eunuchs who were that way from birth, and some who were

made eunuchs by others, and some who became eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom
of heaven. The one who is able to accept this should accept it.”

Jesus and Little Children
13Then little childrenwere brought to him for him to lay his hands on them and pray.

But the disciples scolded those who brought them.
14 But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not try to stop them, for

the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
15And he placed his hands on them andwent on his way.
The Rich YoungMan

16Now someone came up to him and said, “Teacher, what good thingmust I do to gain
eternal life?”

17He said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is
good. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.”

18 “Which ones?” he asked. Jesus replied, “ Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do
not steal, do not give false testimony,

19 honor your father and mother, and love|strong="G0025" your neighbor as
yourself your neighbor as yourself.”

20The youngman said to him, “I havewholeheartedly obeyed all these laws. What do
I still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give the
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, followme.”

22But when the youngman heard this he went away sorrowful, for he was very rich.
23Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it will be hard for a rich person

to enter the kingdom of heaven!
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24Again I say, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter into the kingdom of God.”

25 The disciples were greatly astonished when they heard this and said, “Then who
can be saved?”

26 Jesus looked at them and replied, “This is impossible formere humans, but for God
all things are possible.”

27 Then Peter said to him, “Look, we have left everything to follow you! What then
will there be for us?”

28 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth: In the age when all things are renewed,
when the Son ofMan sits on his glorious throne, youwho have followedmewill also sit
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

29Andwhoever has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children
or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much andwill inherit eternal life.

30But manywho are first will be last, and the last first.

20
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning

to hire workers for his vineyard.
2 And after agreeing with the workers for the standard wage, he sent them into his

vineyard.
3When it was about nine o’clock in the morning, he went out again and saw others

standing around in themarketplace without work.
4He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and I will give you whatever is right.’
5So theywent. When hewent out again about noon and three o’clock that afternoon,

he did the same thing.
6Andaboutfiveo’clock that afternoonhewentout and foundothers standingaround,

and said to them, ‘Why are you standing here all day without work?’
7They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go andwork in the

vineyard too.’
8When itwasevening theownerof thevineyard said tohismanager, ‘Call theworkers

and give the pay starting with the last hired until the first.’
9When those hired about five o’clock came, each received a full day’s pay.
10And when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more. But each

one also received the standard wage.
11When they received it, they began to complain against the landowner,
12 saying, ‘These last fellows worked one hour, and you have made them equal to us

who bore the hardship and burning heat of the day.’
13And the landowner replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am not treating you unfairly.

Didn’t you agree withme to work for the standard wage?
14Take what is yours and go. I want to give to this last man the same as I gave to you.
15Am I not permitted to dowhat I want withwhat belongs tome? Or are you envious

because I am generous?’
16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”
Third Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection

17As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve aside privately and said to
them on the way,

18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son ofManwill be handed over to the
chief priests and the experts in the law. They will condemn him to death,

19 and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged severely and
crucified. Yet on the third day, he will be raised.”
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ARequest for James and John
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling

down she asked him for a favor.
21He said to her, “What do youwant?” She replied, “Permit these two sons of mine to

sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.”
22 Jesus answered, “You don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink the

cup I am about to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.”
23He told them, “Youwill drinkmy cup, but to sit atmy right and atmy left is notmine

to give. Rather, it is for those for whom it has been prepared bymy Father.”
24Nowwhen the other ten heard this, they were angry with the two brothers.
25But Jesus called themand said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over

them, and those in high positions use their authority over them.
26 It must not be this way among you! Instead whoever wants to be great among you

must be your servant,
27andwhoever wants to be first among youmust be your slave –
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as

a ransom for many.”
Two BlindMenHealed

29As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed them.
30 Two blind men were sitting by the road. When they heard that Jesus was passing

by, they shouted, “Havemercy on us, Lord, Son of David!”
31The crowd scolded them to get them tobequiet. But they shouted evenmore loudly,

“Lord, havemercy on us, Son of David!”
32 Jesus stopped, called them, and said, “What do you want me to do for you?”
33They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
34Movedwith compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they received their

sight and followed him.

21
1 Now when they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,
2 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Right away you will find a donkey tied

there, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them tome.
3 If anyone says anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will

send them at once.”
4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:

5 “ Tell the people of Zion,
‘ Look, your king is coming to you,
unassuming and seated onadonkey,
and ona colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.
7They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them, and he sat on

them.
8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road. Others cut branches from the

trees and spread them on the road.
9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those following kept shouting, “Hosanna|

strong="G5614" to the Son of David! Blessed is the onewho comes in the name of
the Lord! Hosanna|strong="G5614" in the highest!”

10As he entered Jerusalem thewhole city was thrown into an uproar, saying, “Who is
this?”
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11And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus, fromNazareth in Galilee.”
Cleansing the Temple

12 Then Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all those who were selling and
buying in the temple courts, and turned over the tables of the money changers and the
chairs of those selling doves.

13And he said to them, “It is written, ‘ Myhousewill be called a house of prayer,’
but you are turning it into aden of robbers!”

14The blind and lame came to him in the temple courts, and he healed them.
15 But when the chief priests and the experts in the law saw the wonderful things

he did and heard the children crying out in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of
David,” they became indignant

16and said to him, “Do you hearwhat they are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have
you never read, ‘ Out of the mouths of children and nursing infants you have
prepared praise for yourself’?”

17And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and spent the night there.
TheWithered Fig Tree

18Now early in themorning, as he returned to the city, he was hungry.
19 After noticing a fig tree by the road he went to it, but found nothing on it except

leaves. He said to it, “Neveragainwill therebe fruit fromyou!” And thefig treewithered
at once.

20When the disciples saw it they were amazed, saying, “How did the fig tree wither
so quickly?”

21 Jesus answered them, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not
only will you do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be
lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.

22Andwhatever you ask in prayer, if you believe, you will receive.”
The Authority of Jesus

23Nowafter Jesus entered the temple courts, the chief priests and elders of the people
came up to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “Iwill also ask you one question. If you answerme then Iwill
also tell you by what authority I do these things.

25 Where did John’s baptism come from? From heaven or from people?” They
discussed this among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then
why did you not believe him?’

26 But if we say, ‘From people,’ we fear the crowd, for they all consider John to be a
prophet.”

27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I am doing these things.

The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you think? Amanhad two sons. Hewent to the first and said, ‘Son, go and

work in the vineyard today.’
29The boy answered, ‘I will not.’ But later he had a change of heart and went.
30The fatherwent to the other son and said the same thing. This boy answered, ‘Iwill,

sir,’ but did not go.
31Which of the two did his father’s will?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “I

tell you the truth, tax collectors and prostitutes will go ahead of you into the kingdom
of God!
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32For John came to you in theway of righteousness, and you did not believe him. But
the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe. Although you saw this, you did not later
change yourminds and believe him.

The Parable of the Tenants
33 “Listen to another parable: Therewas a landownerwhoplanted a vineyard. Heput

a fence around it, dug a pit for its winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it
to tenant farmers and went on a journey.

34 When the harvest time was near, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
portion of the crop.

35But the tenants seized his slaves, beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
36Again he sent other slaves,more than thefirst, and they treated them the sameway.
37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come,

let’s kill him and get his inheritance!’
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
40Nowwhen the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
41 They said to him, “He will utterly destroy those evil men! Then he will lease the

vineyard to other tenants whowill give him his portion at the harvest.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘ The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This is from the Lord, and it ismarvelous in our eyes’?

43For this reason I tell you that the kingdom of Godwill be taken from you and given
to a people whowill produce its fruit.

44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and the one on whom it
falls will be crushed.”

45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he
was speaking about them.

46Theywanted to arrest him, but theywere afraid of the crowds, because the crowds
regarded him as a prophet.

22
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:
2 “The kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet

for his son.
3He sent his slaves to summon those who had been invited to the banquet, but they

would not come.
4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Look!

The feast I have prepared for you is ready. My oxen and fattened cattle have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.” ’

5But they were indifferent and went away, one to his farm, another to his business.
6The rest seized his slaves, insolently mistreated them, and killed them.
7 The king was furious! He sent his soldiers, and they put those murderers to death

and set their city on fire.
8Then he said to his slaves, ‘Thewedding is ready, but the ones who had been invited

were not worthy.
9 So go into themain streets and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’
10And those slaveswent out into the streets andgatheredall they found, bothbadand

good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11But when the king came in to see the wedding guests, he saw aman there whowas

not wearing wedding clothes.
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12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ But
he had nothing to say.

13Then the king said to his attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot and throw him into
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth!’

14Formany are called, but few are chosen.”
Paying Taxes to Caesar

15 Then the Pharisees went out and planned together to entrap him with his own
words.

16 They sent to him their disciples along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are truthful, and teach theway of God in accordancewith the truth. You
do not court anyone’s favor because you show no partiality.

17Tell us then, what do you think? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
18But Jesus realized their evil intentions and said, “Hypocrites! Why are you testing

me?
19 Showme the coin used for the tax.” So they brought him a denarius.
20 Jesus said to them, “Whose image is this, and whose inscription?”
21 They replied, “Caesar’s.” He said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that are

Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
22Nowwhen they heard this they were stunned, and they left him andwent away.
Marriage and the Resurrection

23The same day Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to him and asked
him,

24 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘ If aman dieswithout having children, his brothermustmarry
the widow and father children for his brother.’

25Nowtherewere sevenbrothersamongus. Thefirst onemarriedanddied, andsince
he had no children he left his wife to his brother.

26The second did the same, and the third, down to the seventh.
27Last of all, the woman died.
28 In the resurrection, therefore, whosewife of the sevenwill she be? For they all had

married her.”
29 Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the scriptures or

the power of God.
30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like

angels in heaven.
31Now as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not readwhat was spoken to you

by God,
32 ‘ I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God

of the dead but of the living!”
33When the crowds heard this, they were amazed at his teaching.
The Greatest Commandment

34Nowwhen the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they assembled
together.

35And one of them, an expert in religious law, asked him a question to test him:
36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”
37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,

andwith all yourmind.’
38This is the first and greatest commandment.
39The second is like it : ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
40All the law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.”
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TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
41While the Pharisees were assembled, Jesus asked them a question:
42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said, “The son of

David.”
43He said to them, “How then does David by the Spirit call him ‘Lord,’ saying,

44 ‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?

45 If David then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?”
46No one was able to answer him a word, and from that day on no one dared to

question him any longer.

23
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,
2 “The experts in the law and the Pharisees sit onMoses’ seat.
3Therefore pay attention to what they tell you and do it. But do not do what they do,

for they do not practice what they teach.
4 They tie up heavy loads, hard to carry, and put them on men’s shoulders, but they

themselves are not willing even to lift a finger to move them.
5 They do all their deeds to be seen by people, for they make their phylacteries wide

and their tassels long.
6They love the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues
7and elaborate greetings in themarketplaces, and to have people call them ‘Rabbi.’
8 But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher and you are all

brothers.
9And call no one your ‘father’ on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.
10Nor are you to be called ‘teacher,’ for you have one teacher, the Christ.
11The greatest among youwill be your servant.
12And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will

be exalted.
13 “Butwoe to you, experts in the lawand you Pharisees, hypocrites! You keep locking

people out of the kingdom of heaven! For you neither enter nor permit those trying to
enter to go in.

14 *
15 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You cross land and

sea tomake one convert, andwhen you get one, youmake him twice asmuch a child of
hell as yourselves!

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple is bound by
nothing. But whoever swears by the gold of the temple is bound by the oath.’

17Blind fools! Which is greater, the gold or the temple that makes the gold sacred?
18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar is bound by nothing. But if anyone swears by

the gift on it he is bound by the oath.’
19You are blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred?
20 So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it.
21Andwhoever swears by the temple swears by it and the one who dwells in it.
22And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and the one who sits

on it.
23 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You give a tenth of

mint, dill, and cumin, yet youneglectwhat ismore important in the law – justice,mercy,
and faithfulness! You should have done these things without neglecting the others.
* 23:14 [[EMPTY]]



Matthew 23:24 1230 Matthew 24:8

24Blind guides! You strain out a gnat yet swallow a camel!
25“Woe toyou, experts in the lawandyouPharisees, hypocrites! Youclean theoutside

of the cup and the dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.
26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so that the outside may become

clean too!
27 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like

whitewashed tombs that look beautiful on the outside but inside are full of the bones
of the dead and of everything unclean.

28 In the sameway, on the outside you look righteous to people, but inside you are full
of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You build tombs for
the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous.

30 And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have
participated with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’

31By saying this you testify against yourselves that you are descendants of thosewho
murdered the prophets.

32Fill up then themeasure of your ancestors!
33You snakes, you offspring of vipers! Howwill you escape being condemned to hell?
34 “For this reason I am sending you prophets and wise men and experts in the law,

some of whom youwill kill and crucify, and some youwill flog in your synagogues and
pursue from town to town,

35 so that on you will come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood
of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered
between the temple and the altar.

36 I tell you the truth, this generation will be held responsible for all these things!
Judgment on Israel

37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those who are sent
to you! How often I have longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, but you would have none of it!

38Look, your house is left to you desolate!
39 For I tell you, you will not see me from now until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who

comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

24
1Nowas Jesuswasgoingoutof the temple courts andwalkingaway, hisdisciples came

to show him the temple buildings.
2And he said to them, “Do you see all these things? I tell you the truth, not one stone

will be left on another. All will be torn down!”
Signs of the End of the Age

3Ashewas sitting on theMount ofOlives, his disciples came tohimprivately and said,
“Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign of your coming and
of the end of the age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Watch out that no onemisleads you.
5Formanywill come inmyname, saying, ‘I amtheChrist,’and theywillmisleadmany.
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. Make sure that you are not alarmed, for

this must happen, but the end is still to come.
7 For nation will rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And

there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.
8All these things are the beginning of birth pains.
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Persecution of Disciples
9 “Then they will hand you over to be persecuted and will kill you. You will be hated

by all the nations because of my name.
10 Then many will be led into sin, and they will betray one another and hate one

another.
11Andmany false prophets will appear and deceive many,
12and because lawlessness will increase somuch, the love of many will grow cold.
13But the person who endures to the end will be saved.
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole inhabited

earth as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.
The Abomination of Desolation

15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation – spoken about by Daniel the
prophet – standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),

16 then those in Judeamust flee to themountains.
17The one on the roof must not come down to take anything out of his house,
18and the one in the fieldmust not turn back to get his cloak.
19Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing their babies in those

days!
20Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.
21 For then there will be great suffering unlike anything that has happened from the

beginning of the world until now, or ever will happen.
22And if those days had not been cut short, no one would be saved. But for the sake

of the elect those days will be cut short.
23Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe

him.
24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and

wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
25Remember, I have told you ahead of time.
26 So then, if someone says to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, or

‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe him.
27For just like the lightning comes from the east andflashes to thewest, so the coming

of the Son of Manwill be.
28Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.
The Arrival of the Son ofMan

29 “Immediately after the suffering of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will
be shaken.

30Then the sign of the Son ofManwill appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth
will mourn. They will see the Son of Man arriving on the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory.

31And hewill send his angels with a loud trumpet blast, and theywill gather his elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

The Parable of the Fig Tree
32 “Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender and

puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near.
33 So also you, when you see all these things, know that he is near, right at the door.
34 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these things take

place.
35Heaven and earth will pass away, but mywords will never pass away.
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Be Ready!
36 “But as for that day and hour no one knows it – not even the angels in heaven –

except the Father alone.
37For just like the days of Noahwere, so the coming of the Son of Manwill be.
38For in those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and

giving inmarriage, until the day Noah entered the ark.
39And they knew nothing until the flood came and took them all away. It will be the

same at the coming of the Son of Man.
40Then there will be twomen in the field; one will be taken and one left.
41Therewill be twowomen grinding grainwith amill; onewill be taken and one left.
42 “Therefore stay alert, because you do not know onwhat day your Lord will come.
43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known atwhat time of night the

thiefwas coming, hewould have been alert andwould not have let his house be broken
into.

44 Therefore you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour
when you do not expect him.

The Faithful andWise Slave
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom themaster has put in charge of his

household, to give the other slaves their food at the proper time?
46Blessed is that slave whom themaster finds at work when he comes.
47 I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of all his possessions.
48But if that evil slave should say to himself, ‘Mymaster is staying away a long time,’
49and he begins to beat his fellow slaves and to eat and drink with drunkards,
50 then the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and

at an hour he does not foresee,
51 and will cut him in two, and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

25
1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps

andwent out to meet the bridegroom.
2Five of the virgins were foolish, and five were wise.
3When the foolish ones took their lamps, they did not take extra olive oil with them.
4But the wise ones took flasks of olive oil with their lamps.
5 When the bridegroom was delayed a long time, they all became drowsy and fell

asleep.
6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is here! Come out to meet

him.’
7Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.
8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are

going out.’
9 ‘No,’ they replied. ‘There won’t be enough for you and for us. Go instead to those

who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
10 But while they had gone to buy it, the bridegroom arrived, and those who were

ready went inside with him to the wedding banquet. Then the door was shut.
11Later, the other virgins came too, saying, ‘Lord, lord! Let us in!’
12But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I do not know you!’
13Therefore stay alert, because you do not know the day or the hour.

The Parable of the Talents
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14 “For it is like aman going on a journey,who summonedhis slaves and entrusted his
property to them.

15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, each according to
his ability. Then he went on his journey.

16 The one who had received five talents went off right away and put his money to
work and gained fivemore.

17 In the sameway, the one who had two gained twomore.
18But the onewho had received one talentwent out and dug a hole in the ground and

hid his master’s money in it.
19 After a long time, the master of those slaves came and settled his accounts with

them.
20The onewho had received the five talents came and brought fivemore, saying, ‘Sir,

you entrustedmewith five talents. See, I have gained fivemore.’
21Hismaster answered, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! Youhave been faithful in

a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of yourmaster.’
22 The one with the two talents also came and said, ‘Sir, you entrusted two talents to

me. See, I have gained twomore.’
23His master answered, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You have been faithful

with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your
master.’

24 Then the one who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Sir, I knew that you
were a hard man, harvesting where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed,

25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is
yours.’

26But his master answered, ‘Evil and lazy slave! So you knew that I harvest where I
didn’t sow and gather where I didn’t scatter?

27 Then you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I
would have receivedmymoney back with interest!

28Therefore take the talent from him and give it to the one who has ten.
29 For the one who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough. But

the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.
30 And throw that worthless slave into the outer darkness, where there will be

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
The Judgment

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on his glorious throne.

32All the nationswill be assembled before him, and hewill separate people one from
another like a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.

33Hewill put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34Then thekingwill say to thoseonhis right, ‘Come, youwhoareblessedbymyFather,

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something

to drink, I was a stranger and you invitedme in,
36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in

prison and you visitedme.’
37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed

you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?
38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or naked and clothe you?
39When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
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40And the king will answer them, ‘I tell you the truth, just as you did it for one of the
least of these brothers or sisters of mine, you did it for me.’

41“Thenhewill say to those onhis left, ‘Depart fromme, youaccursed, into the eternal
fire that has been prepared for the devil and his angels!

42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink.

43 Iwas a stranger and you did not receiveme as a guest, naked and you did not clothe
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’

44 Then they too will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not give you whatever you needed?’

45Then hewill answer them, ‘I tell you the truth, just as you did not do it for one of the
least of these, you did not do it for me.’

46And these will depart into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
26

1When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he told his disciples,
2 “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be

handed over to be crucified.”
3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people met together in the palace of the

high priest, who was named Caiaphas.
4They planned to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.
5But they said, “Not during the feast, so that there won’t be a riot among the people.”
Jesus’Anointing

6Nowwhile Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper,
7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of expensive perfumed oil, and she

poured it on his head as he was at the table.
8When the disciples saw this, they became indignant and said, “Why this waste?
9 It could have been sold at a high price and themoney given to the poor!”
10When Jesus learned of this, he said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?

She has done a good service for me.
11For you will always have the poor with you, but you will not always haveme!
12When she poured this oil onmy body, she did it to prepareme for burial.
13 I tell you the truth,wherever this gospel is proclaimed in thewholeworld,what she

has done will also be told inmemory of her.”
The Plan to Betray Jesus

14Then one of the twelve, the one named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests
15 and said, “What will you give me to betray him into your hands?” So they set out

thirty silver coins for him.
16From that time on, Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray him.
The Passover

17Now on the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus
and said, “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover?”

18He said, “Go into the city to a certainman and tell him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time
is near. I will observe the Passover withmy disciples at your house.” ’ ”

19 So the disciples did as Jesus had instructed them, and they prepared the Passover.
20When it was evening, he took his place at the table with the twelve.
21Andwhile theywere eating he said, “I tell you the truth, one of youwill betrayme.”
22 They became greatly distressed and each one began to say to him, “Surely not I,

Lord?”
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23He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl withmewill betray
me.

24The Son ofManwill go as it is written about him, but woe to thatman bywhom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would be better for him if he had never been born.”

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” Jesus
replied, “You have said it yourself.”

The Lord’s Supper
26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks he broke it, gave

it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat, this is my body.”
27And after taking the cup and giving thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from

it, all of you,
28 for this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, that is poured out for many for the

forgiveness of sins.
29 I tell you, from now on I will not drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I

drink it newwith you inmy Father’s kingdom.”
30After singing a hymn, they went out to theMount of Olives.
The Prediction of Peter’s Denial

31 Then Jesus said to them, “This night you will all fall away because of me, for it is
written:
‘ I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flockwill be scattered.’

32But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”
33Peter said to him, “If they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away!”
34 Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, on this night, before the rooster crows, you

will denyme three times.”
35Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will never deny you.” And all the

disciples said the same thing.
Gethsemane

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to the
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”

37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and became anguished and
distressed.

38Thenhe said to them, “Mysoul is deeply grieved, even to the point of death. Remain
here and stay awake withme.”

39Goinga little farther, he threwhimself downwithhis face to the groundandprayed,
“MyFather, if possible, let this cup pass fromme! Yet notwhat I will, butwhat youwill.”

40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “So,
couldn’t you stay awake withme for one hour?

41Stay awake and pray that youwill not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but
the flesh is weak.”

42He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cup cannot be taken
away unless I drink it, your will must be done.”

43He came again and found them sleeping; they could not keep their eyes open.
44So leaving themagain, hewent away andprayed for the third time, saying the same

thing oncemore.
45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?

Look, the hour is approaching, and the Son ofMan is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
46Get up, let us go. Look! My betrayer is approaching!”
Betrayal and Arrest
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47While hewas still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived. With himwas a large
crowd armedwith swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests and elders of the people.

48 (Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I kiss is the man. Arrest
him!”)

49 Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi,” and kissed him.
50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and took

hold of Jesus and arrested him.
51 But one of those with Jesus grabbed his sword, drew it out, and struck the high

priest’s slave, cutting off his ear.
52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back in its place! For all who take hold of

the sword will die by the sword.
53Or do you think that I cannot call on my Father, and that he would send me more

than twelve legions of angels right now?
54How thenwould the scriptures that say it must happen this way be fulfilled?”
55At thatmoment Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come outwith swords and clubs

to arrestme like youwould an outlaw? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple courts,
yet you did not arrest me.

56 But this has happened so that the scriptures of the prophets would be fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Condemned by the Sanhedrin
57Now the oneswho had arrested Jesus led him to Caiaphas, the high priest, inwhose

house the experts in the law and the elders had gathered.
58 But Peter was following him from a distance, all the way to the high priest’s

courtyard. After going in, he sat with the guards to see the outcome.
59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were trying to find false testimony

against Jesus so that they could put him to death.
60But they did not find anything, thoughmany falsewitnesses came forward. Finally

two came forward
61and declared, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it

in three days.’ ”
62So the high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer? What is this that

they are testifying against you?”
63 But Jesus was silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the

living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.”
64 Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself. But I tell you, from now on you will

see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and declared, “He has blasphemed! Why do
we still need witnesses? Now you have heard the blasphemy!

66What is your verdict?” They answered, “He is guilty and deserves death.”
67Then they spat in his face and struck himwith their fists. And some slapped him,
68 saying, “Prophesy for us, you Christ! Who hit you?”
Peter’s Denials

69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A slave girl came to him and said,
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”

70But he denied it in front of them all: “I don’t knowwhat you’re talking about!”
71Whenhewent out to the gateway, another slave girl sawhimand said to the people

there, “This manwas with Jesus the Nazarene.”
72He denied it again with an oath, “I do not know theman!”
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73After a little while, those standing there came up to Peter and said, “You really are
one of them too – even your accent gives you away!”

74At that he began to curse, and he swore with an oath, “I do not know the man!” At
that moment a rooster crowed.

75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the rooster crows, you will
denyme three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

27
1When it was early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people

plotted against Jesus to execute him.
2They tied him up, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.

Judas’ Suicide
3Now when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus had been condemned, he

regretted what he had done and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and
the elders,

4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood!” But they said, “What is that to
us? You take care of it yourself!”

5So Judas threwthe silver coins into the templeand left. Thenhewentout andhanged
himself.

6The chief priests took the silver and said, “It is not lawful to put this into the temple
treasury, since it is bloodmoney.”

7After consulting together they bought the Potter’s Field with it, as a burial place for
foreigners.

8For this reason that field has been called the “Field of Blood” to this day.
9Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled : “They took the thirty

silver coins, the price of the onewhose price had been set by the people of Israel,
10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commandedme.”
Jesus and Pilate

11 Then Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the
king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.”

12But when he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he did not respond.
13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many charges they are bringing

against you?”
14But he did not answer even one accusation, so that the governorwas quite amazed.
15During the feast the governorwas accustomed to release oneprisoner to the crowd,

whomever they wanted.
16At that time they had in custody a notorious prisoner named Jesus Barabbas.
17So after they had assembled, Pilate said to them, “Whomdo youwantme to release

for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Christ?”
18 (For he knew that they had handed him over because of envy.)
19 As he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent a message to him: “Have

nothing to do with that innocent man; I have suffered greatly as a result of a dream
about him today.”

20But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and
to have Jesus killed.

21 The governor asked them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”
And they said, “Barabbas!”

22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Christ?”
They all said, “Crucify him!”
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23He asked, “Why? What wrong has he done?” But they shouted more insistently,
“Crucify him!”

Jesus is Condemned andMocked
24When Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but that instead a riot was starting, he

took some water, washed his hands before the crowd and said, “I am innocent of this
man’s blood. You take care of it yourselves!”

25 In reply all the people said, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”
26Then he released Barabbas for them. But after he had Jesus flogged, he handed him

over to be crucified.
27Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s residence and gathered

the whole cohort around him.
28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe around him,
29and after braiding a crown of thorns, they put it on his head. They put a staff in his

right hand, and kneeling down before him, theymocked him: “Hail, king of the Jews!”
30They spat on him and took the staff and struck him repeatedly on the head.
31When they hadmocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes

back on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
The Crucifixion

32As they were going out, they found a man from Cyrene named Simon, whom they
forced to carry his cross.

33They came to a place called Golgotha (whichmeans “Place of the Skull”)
34 and offered Jesus wine mixed with gall to drink. But after tasting it, he would not

drink it.
35When they had crucified him, they divided his clothes by throwing dice.
36Then they sat down and kept guard over him there.
37Above his head they put the charge against him,which read: “This is Jesus, the king

of the Jews.”
38Then two outlaws were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
39Those who passed by defamed him, shaking their heads
40 and saying, “You who can destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save

yourself! If you are God’s Son, come down from the cross!”
41 In the same way even the chief priests – together with the experts in the law and

elders –weremocking him:
42 “He saved others, but he cannot save himself! He is the king of Israel! If he comes

down now from the cross, we will believe in him!
43 He trusts inGod – let God, if hewants to, deliver himnow because he said, ‘I amGod’s

Son’!”
44The robbers whowere crucified with him also spoke abusively to him.
Jesus’Death

45Now from noon until three, darkness came over all the land.
46At about three o’clock Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “ Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?

” that is, “MyGod, my God, why have you forsakenme?”
47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.”
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a

stick, and gave it to him to drink.
49But the rest said, “Leave him alone! Let’s see if Elijah will come to save him.”
50Then Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit.
51 Just then the temple curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook

and the rocks were split apart.
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52And tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints who had died were raised.
53 (They came out of the tombs after his resurrection and went into the holy city and

appeared to many people.)
54 Now when the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the

earthquake andwhat tookplace, theywere extremely terrified and said, “Truly this one
was God’s Son!”

55Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and given him support were
also there, watching from a distance.

56Among themwereMaryMagdalene,Mary themother of James and Joseph, and the
mother of the sons of Zebedee.

Jesus’ Burial
57Nowwhen it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,

whowas also a disciple of Jesus.
58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered that it be

given to him.
59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,
60andplaced it in his ownnew tomb that hehad cut in the rock. Thenhe rolled a great

stone across the entrance of the tomb andwent away.
61 (NowMaryMagdalene and the other Mary were sitting there, opposite the tomb.)
The Guard at the Tomb

62 The next day (which is after the day of preparation) the chief priests and the
Pharisees assembled before Pilate

63 and said, “Sir, we remember that while that deceiver was still alive he said, ‘After
three days I will rise again.’

64 So give orders to secure the tomb until the third day. Otherwise his disciples may
come and steal his body and say to the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and
the last deception will be worse than the first.”

65Pilate said to them, “Take a guard of soldiers. Go andmake it as secure as you can.”
66 So they went with the soldiers of the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing

the stone.

28
1Now after the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and

the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2 Suddenly there was a severe earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descending from

heaven came and rolled away the stone and sat on it.
3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.
4The guards were shaken and became like dead men because they were so afraid of

him.
5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for

Jesus, who was crucified.
6He is not here, for he has been raised, just as he said. Come and see the place where

he was lying.
7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead. He is going

ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there.’ Listen, I have told you!”
8 So they left the tomb quickly, with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
9 But Jesus met them, saying, “Greetings!” They came to him, held on to his feet and

worshiped him.
10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee.

They will see me there.”
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The Guards’ Report
11While theyweregoing, someof theguardwent into thecityand told thechiefpriests

everything that had happened.
12After they had assembledwith the elders and formed a plan, they gave a large sum

of money to the soldiers,
13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came at night and stole his body while

we were asleep.’
14 If this matter is heard before the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of

trouble.”
15So they took themoneyanddidas theywere instructed. And this story is toldamong

the Jews to this day.
The Great Commission

16 So the eleven disciples went to Galilee to themountain Jesus had designated.
17When they saw him, they worshiped him, but some doubted.
18 Then Jesus came up and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has

been given to me.
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am

with you always, to the end of the age.”
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Mark
TheMinistry of John the Baptist

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“ Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,
whowill prepare yourway,
3 the voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”

4 In thewilderness John thebaptizer beganpreaching abaptismof repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.

5 People from the whole Judean countryside and all of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and he was baptizing them in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.

6 Johnwore a garmentmade of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey.

7He proclaimed, “Onemore powerful than I am is coming after me; I am not worthy
to bend down and untie the strap of his sandals.

8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus

9Now in those days Jesus came fromNazareth in Galilee andwas baptized by John in
the Jordan River.

10And just as Jesuswas coming up out of thewater, he saw the heavens splitting apart
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.

11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my one dear Son; in you I take great
delight.”

12The Spirit immediately drove him into the wilderness.
13Hewas in thewilderness forty days, enduring temptations fromSatan. Hewaswith

wild animals, and angels wereministering to his needs.
Preaching in Galilee and the Call of the Disciples

14Now after Johnwas imprisoned, Jesus went into Galilee and proclaimed the gospel
of God.

15He said, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe
the gospel!”

16 As he went along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, Simon’s brother,
casting a net into the sea (for they were fishermen).

17 Jesus said to them, “Followme, and I will turn you into fishers of people.”
18They left their nets immediately and followed him.
19Going on a little farther, he saw James, the son of Zebedee, and John his brother in

their boat mending nets.
20 Immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the

hiredmen and followed him.
Jesus’Authority

21 Then they went to Capernaum. When the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the
synagogue and began to teach.

22 The people there were amazed by his teaching, because he taught them like one
who had authority, not like the experts in the law.
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23 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit, and he cried
out,

24 “Leaveus alone, Jesus theNazarene! Have you come to destroy us? I knowwhoyou
are – the Holy One of God!”

25But Jesus rebuked him: “Silence! Come out of him!”
26After throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice

and came out of him.
27They were all amazed so that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching

with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits and they obey him.”
28 So the news about him spread quickly throughout all the region around Galilee.
Healings at Simon’s House

29Now as soon as they left the synagogue, they entered Simon and Andrew’s house,
with James and John.

30 Simon’s mother-in-law was lying down, sick with a fever, so they spoke to Jesus at
once about her.

31He came and raised her up by gently taking her hand. Then the fever left her and
she began to serve them.

32 When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and
demon-possessed.

33The whole town gathered by the door.
34 So he healed many who were sick with various diseases and drove out many

demons. But he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.
Praying and Preaching

35 Then Jesus got up early in the morning when it was still very dark, departed, and
went out to a deserted place, and there he spent time in prayer.

36 Simon and his companions searched for him.
37When they found him, they said, “Everyone is looking for you.”
38He replied, “Let us go elsewhere, into the surrounding villages, so that I can preach

there too. For that is what I came out here to do.”
39Sohewent into all ofGalilee preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.
Cleansing a Leper

40Now a leper came to him and fell to his knees, asking for help. “If you are willing,
you canmakeme clean,” he said.

41Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I
amwilling. Be clean!”

42The leprosy left him at once, and he was clean.
43 Immediately Jesus sent theman awaywith a very strong warning.
44He told him, “See that you do not say anything to anyone, but go, show yourself to a

priest, and bring the offering thatMoses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony
to them.”

45 But as the man went out he began to announce it publicly and spread the story
widely, so that Jesus was no longer able to enter any town openly but stayed outside
in remote places. Still they kept coming to him from everywhere.

2
1Nowafter somedays, whenhe returned to Capernaum, the news spread that hewas

at home.
2 So many gathered that there was no longer any room, not even by the door, and he

preached the word to them.
3 Some people came bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.
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4When they were not able to bring him in because of the crowd, they removed the
roof above Jesus. Then, after tearing it out, they lowered the stretcher the paralyticwas
lying on.

5When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6Now some of the experts in the law were sitting there, turning these things over in

their minds:
7 “Why does this man speak this way? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but

God alone?”
8 Now immediately, when Jesus realized in his spirit that they were contemplating

such thoughts, he said to them, “Why are you thinking such things in your hearts?
9Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up,

take your stretcher, and walk’?
10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive

sins,” – he said to the paralytic –
11 “I tell you, stand up, take your stretcher, and go home.”
12And immediately theman stoodup, tookhis stretcher, andwent out in front of them

all. They were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “Wehave never seen anything like
this!”

The Call of Levi; Eatingwith Sinners
13 Jesuswent out again by the sea. Thewhole crowd came to him, andhe taught them.
14As hewent along, he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus, sitting at the tax booth. “Follow

me,” he said to him. And he got up and followed him.
15As Jesus was having a meal in Levi’s home, many tax collectors and sinners were

eating with Jesus and his disciples, for there weremanywho followed him.
16When the experts in the law and the Pharisees saw that hewas eating with sinners

and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and
sinners?”

17 When Jesus heard this he said to them, “Those who are healthy don’t need a
physician, but thosewho are sick do. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Superiority of the New
18Now John’s disciples and the Phariseeswere fasting. So they came to Jesus and said,

“Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples
don’t fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with
them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroomwith them they do not fast.

20But the days are comingwhen the bridegroomwill be taken from them, and at that
time they will fast.

21 No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise, the patch
pulls away from it, the new from the old, and the tear becomes worse.

22And no one pours new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the
skins, and both the wine and the skins will be destroyed. Instead new wine is poured
into newwineskins.”

Lord of the Sabbath
23 Jesus was going through the grain fields on a Sabbath, and his disciples began to

pick some heads of wheat as theymade their way.
24 So the Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is against the law on

the Sabbath?”
25He said to them, “Have you never readwhat David didwhen hewas in need and he

and his companions were hungry –
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26howhe entered the house of GodwhenAbiatharwas high priest and ate the sacred
bread, which is against the law for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to his
companions?”

27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for people, not people for the
Sabbath.

28For this reason the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”
3

1Then Jesus entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had a withered
hand.

2They watched Jesus closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they
could accuse him.

3Sohe said to themanwhohad thewitheredhand, “Standupamongall thesepeople.”
4Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath, or evil, to save a life or

destroy it?” But they were silent.
5 After looking around at them in anger, grieved by the hardness of their hearts, he

said to theman, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, andhis handwas restored.
6So the Pharisees went out immediately and began plottingwith the Herodians, as to

how they could assassinate him.
Crowds by the Sea

7 Then Jesus went away with his disciples to the sea, and a great multitude from
Galilee followed him. And from Judea,

8 Jerusalem, a great multitude came to himwhen they heard about the things he had
done.

9Because of the crowd, he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him so the
crowdwould not press toward him.

10Forhehadhealedmany, so that allwhowere afflictedwithdiseases pressed toward
him in order to touch him.

11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried
out, “You are the Son of God.”

12But he sternly ordered them not to make him known.
Appointing the Twelve Apostles

13Now Jesus went up themountain and called for those he wanted, and they came to
him.

14He appointed twelve (whom he named apostles ), so that they would be with him
and he could send them to preach

15and to have authority to cast out demons.
16He appointed twelve: To Simon he gave the name Peter;
17 to James and his brother John, the sons of Zebedee, he gave the name Boanerges

(that is, “sons of thunder”);
18 and Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,

Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot,
19and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
Jesus and Beelzebul

20Now Jesus went home, and a crowd gathered so that they were not able to eat.
21When his family heard this they went out to restrain him, for they said, “He is out

of his mind.”
22 The experts in the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by

Beelzebul,” and, “By the ruler of demons he casts out demons.”
23 So he called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan cast out Satan?
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdomwill not be able to stand.
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25 If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.
26And if Satan rises against himself and is divided, he is not able to stand and his end

has come.
27 But no one is able to enter a strong man’s house and steal his property unless he

first ties up the strongman. Then he can thoroughly plunder his house.
28 I tell you the truth, peoplewill be forgiven for all sins, even all the blasphemies they

utter.
29Butwhoever blasphemes against theHoly Spiritwill never be forgiven, but is guilty

of an eternal sin”
30 (because they said, “He has an unclean spirit” ).
Jesus’ True Family

31Then Jesus’mother andhis brothers came. Standing outside, they sentword tohim,
to summon him.

32A crowdwas sitting around him and they said to him, “Look, yourmother and your
brothers are outside looking for you.”

33He answered them and said, “Who aremymother andmy brothers?”
34And looking at thosewhowere sitting around him in a circle, he said, “Here aremy

mother andmy brothers!
35For whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister andmother.”

4
1Again he began to teach by the lake. Such a large crowd gathered around him that

he got into a boat on the lake and sat there while the whole crowd was on the shore by
the lake.

2He taught themmany things in parables, and in his teaching said to them:
3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow.
4And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it.
5Other seed fell on rocky groundwhere it did not havemuch soil. It sprang up at once

because the soil was not deep.
6When the sun came up it was scorched, and because it did not have sufficient root,

it withered.
7 Other seed fell among the thorns, and they grew up and choked it, and it did not

produce grain.
8 But other seed fell on good soil and produced grain, sprouting and growing; some

yielded thirty times as much, some sixty, and some a hundred times.”
9And he said, “Whoever has ears to hear had better listen!”
The Purpose of Parables

10 When he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the
parables.

11He said to them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to
those outside, everything is in parables,
12 so that although they look theymay look but not see,
and although they hear theymay hear but not understand,
so theymay not repent and be forgiven.”

13He said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? Then how will you under-
stand any parable?

14The sower sows the word.
15 These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: Whenever they hear,

immediately Satan comes and snatches the word that was sown in them.
16 These are the ones sown on rocky ground: As soon as they hear the word, they

receive it with joy.
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17 But they have no root in themselves and do not endure. Then, when trouble or
persecution comes because of the word, immediately they fall away.

18Others are the ones sown among thorns: They are those who hear the word,
19butworldly cares, the seductiveness ofwealth, and the desire for other things come

in and choke the word, and it produces nothing.
20 But these are the ones sown on good soil: They hear the word and receive it and

bear fruit, one thirty times as much, one sixty, and one a hundred.”
The Parable of the Lamp

21He also said to them, “A lamp isn’t brought to be put under a basket or under a bed,
is it? Isn’t it to be placed on a lampstand?

22 For nothing is hidden except to be revealed, and nothing concealed except to be
brought to light.

23 If anyone has ears to hear, he had better listen!”
24And he said to them, “Take care about what you hear. Themeasure you use will be

themeasure you receive, andmore will be added to you.
25For whoever has will be givenmore, but whoever does not have, evenwhat he has

will be taken from him.”
The Parable of the Growing Seed

26He also said, “The kingdomof God is like someonewho spreads seed on the ground.
27He goes to sleep and gets up, night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows, though

he does not know how.
28By itself the soil produces a crop, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in

the head.
29Andwhen the grain is ripe, he sends in the sickle because the harvest has come.”
The Parable of theMustard Seed

30He also asked, “To what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable can
we use to present it?

31 It is like amustard seed thatwhen sown in the ground, even though it is the smallest
of all the seeds in the ground –

32when it is sown, it grows up, becomes the greatest of all garden plants, and grows
large branches so that the wild birds can nest in its shade.”

The Use of Parables
33 So with many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, as they were able to

hear.
34He did not speak to themwithout a parable. But privately he explained everything

to his own disciples.
Stilling of a Storm

35On that day, when evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go across to the
other side of the lake.”

36Soafter leaving the crowd, they tookhimalong, just ashewas, in theboat, andother
boats were with him.

37Now a great windstorm developed and the waves were breaking into the boat, so
that the boat was nearly swamped.

38But he was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. They woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care that we are about to die?”

39 So he got up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Be quiet! Calm down!”
Then the wind stopped, and it was dead calm.

40And he said to them, “Why are you cowardly? Do you still not have faith?”



Mark 4:41 1247 Mark 5:26

41 They were overwhelmed by fear and said to one another, “Who then is this? Even
the wind and sea obey him!”

5
1 So they came to the other side of the lake, to the region of the Gerasenes.
2 Just as Jesuswas getting out of the boat, amanwith an unclean spirit came from the

tombs andmet him.
3He lived among the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even with a

chain.
4 For his hands and feet had often been bound with chains and shackles, but he had

torn the chains apart and broken the shackles in pieces. No one was strong enough to
subdue him.

5Each night and every day among the tombs and in the mountains, he would cry out
and cut himself with stones.

6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him.
7 Then he cried out with a loud voice, “Leave me alone, Jesus, Son of the Most High

God! I implore you by God – do not torment me!”
8 (For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of that man, you unclean spirit!”)
9 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “My name is Legion, for we are

many.”
10He begged Jesus repeatedly not to send them out of the region.
11There on the hillside, a great herd of pigs was feeding.
12And the demonic spirits begged him, “Send us into the pigs. Let us enter them.”
13 Jesus gave thempermission. So the unclean spirits came out andwent into the pigs.

Then the herd rushed down the steep slope into the lake, and about two thousandwere
drowned in the lake.

14Now the herdsmen ran off and spread the news in the town and countryside, and
the people went out to see what had happened.

15They came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessedman sitting there, clothed and in
his right mind – the one who had the “Legion” – and they were afraid.

16Those who had seen what had happened to the demon-possessed man reported it,
and they also told about the pigs.

17Then they asked Jesus to leave their region.
18As hewas getting into the boat themanwho had been demon-possessed asked if he

could go with him.
19But Jesus did not permit him to do so. Instead, he said to him, “Go to your home and

to your people and tell themwhat the Lordhas done for you, that he hadmercy on you.”
20 So he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis what Jesus had done for

him, and all were amazed.
Restoration andHealing

21When Jesus had crossed again in a boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered
around him, and he was by the sea.

22Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came up, and when he saw Jesus,
he fell at his feet.

23He asked him urgently, “My little daughter is near death. Come and lay your hands
on her so that shemay be healed and live.”

24 Jesus went with him, and a large crowd followed and pressed around him.
25Now a woman was there who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve

years.
26She had endured a great deal under the care ofmany doctors and had spent all that

she had. Yet instead of getting better, she grewworse.



Mark 5:27 1248 Mark 6:8

27When she heard about Jesus, she cameupbehindhim in the crowdand touchedhis
cloak,

28 for she kept saying, “If only I touch his clothes, I will be healed.”
29At once the bleeding stopped, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her

disease.
30 Jesus knew at once that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the

crowd and said, “Who touchedmy clothes?”
31His disciples said to him, “You see the crowdpressing against you and you say, ‘Who

touchedme?’ ”
32But he looked around to see who had done it.
33 Then the woman, with fear and trembling, knowing what had happened to her,

came and fell down before him and told him the whole truth.
34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith hasmade youwell. Go in peace, and be healed

of your disease.”
35While he was still speaking, people came from the synagogue ruler’s house saying,

“Your daughter has died. Why trouble the teacher any longer?”
36 But Jesus, paying no attention to what was said, told the synagogue ruler, “Do not

be afraid; just believe.”
37Hedidnot let anyone followhimexceptPeter, James, and John, thebrotherof James.
38They came to the house of the synagogue ruler where he saw noisy confusion and

people weeping andwailing loudly.
39When he entered he said to them, “Why are you distressed andweeping? The child

is not dead but asleep.”
40 And they began making fun of him. But he put them all outside and he took the

child’s father and mother and his own companions and went into the room where the
child was.

41 Then, gently taking the child by the hand, he said to her, “ Talitha koum,” which
means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up.”

42The girl got up at once and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). They
were completely astonished at this.

43He strictly ordered that no one should know about this, and told them to give her
something to eat.

6
1Now Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.
2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue. Many who heard him

were astonished, saying, “Where did he get these ideas? And what is this wisdom that
has been given to him? What are these miracles that are done through his hands?

3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and
Simon? And aren’t his sisters here with us?” And so they took offense at him.

4 Then Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown,
and among his relatives, and in his own house.”

5He was not able to do a miracle there, except to lay his hands on a few sick people
and heal them.

6 And he was amazed because of their unbelief. Then he went around among the
villages and taught.

Sending Out the Twelve Apostles
7 Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two. He gave them

authority over the unclean spirits.
8He instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no bag,

nomoney in their belts –
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9and to put on sandals but not to wear two tunics.
10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the area.
11 If a place will not welcome you or listen to you, as you go out from there, shake the

dust off your feet as a testimony against them.”
12 So they went out and preached that all should repent.
13 They cast out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed

them.
The Death of John the Baptist

14NowKingHerodheard this, for Jesus’namehadbecomeknown. Somewere saying,
“John the baptizer has been raised from the dead, and because of this, miraculous
powers are at work in him.”

15Others said, “He is Elijah.” Others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets
from the past.”

16But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised!”
17ForHerodhimselfhadsentmen, arrested John, andboundhiminprisononaccount

of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod hadmarried her.
18For John had repeatedly told Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s

wife.”
19So Herodias nursed a grudge against him andwanted to kill him. But she could not
20 because Herod stood in awe of John and protected him, since he knew that John

was a righteous and holyman. WhenHerod heard him, hewas thoroughly baffled, and
yet he liked to listen to John.

21But a suitable day came, when Herod gave a banquet on his birthday for his court
officials, military commanders, and leaders of Galilee.

22WhenhisdaughterHerodias came inanddanced, shepleasedHerodandhisdinner
guests. The king said to the girl, “Askme forwhatever youwant and Iwill give it to you.”

23He swore to her, “Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.”
24 So she went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” Her mother said,

“The head of John the baptizer.”
25 Immediately she hurried back to the king and made her request: “I want the head

of John the Baptist on a platter immediately.”
26Although it grieved the king deeply, he did not want to reject her request because

of his oath and his guests.
27 So the king sent an executioner at once to bring John’s head, and he went and

beheaded John in prison.
28He brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her

mother.
29When John’s disciples heard this, they came and took his body and placed it in a

tomb.
The Feeding of the Five Thousand

30 Then the apostles gathered around Jesus and told him everything they had done
and taught.

31He said to them, “Comewithme privately to an isolated place and rest awhile” (for
manywere coming and going, and there was no time to eat).

32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to some remote place.
33 But many saw them leaving and recognized them, and they hurried on foot from

all the towns and arrived there ahead of them.
34 As Jesus came ashore he saw the large crowd and he had compassion on them,

because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he taught themmany things.
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35When it was already late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is an isolated
place and it is already very late.

36 Send them away so that they can go into the surrounding countryside and villages
and buy something for themselves to eat.”

37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said, “Should
we go and buy bread for two hundred silver coins and give it to them to eat?”

38He said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” When they found
out, they said, “Five – and two fish.”

39Then he directed them all to sit down in groups on the green grass.
40 So they reclined in groups of hundreds and fifties.
41He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks

and broke the loaves. He gave them to his disciples to serve the people, and he divided
the two fish among them all.

42They all ate and were satisfied,
43 and they picked up the broken pieces and fish that were left over, twelve baskets

full.
44Now there were five thousandmenwho ate the bread.

Walking onWater
45 Immediately Jesusmade his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other

side, to Bethsaida, while he dispersed the crowd.
46After saying good-bye to them, he went to themountain to pray.
47When evening came, the boat was in themiddle of the sea and hewas alone on the

land.
48He saw them straining at the oars, because thewindwas against them. As the night

was ending, he came to themwalking on the sea, for he wanted to pass by them.
49When they saw himwalking on the water they thought he was a ghost. They cried

out,
50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them: “Have

courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.”
51 Then he went up with them into the boat, and the wind ceased. They were

completely astonished,
52because they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.

Healing the Sick
53After they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and anchored there.
54As they got out of the boat, people immediately recognized Jesus.
55Theyran through thatwhole regionandbegan tobring the sickonmats towherever

he was rumored to be.
56Andwherever hewould go – into villages, towns, or countryside – theywould place

the sick in the marketplaces, and would ask him if they could just touch the edge of his
cloak, and all who touched it were healed.

7
1 Now the Pharisees and some of the experts in the law who came from Jerusalem

gathered around him.
2And they saw that some of Jesus’ disciples ate their bread with unclean hands, that

is, unwashed.
3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they perform a ritual washing,

holding fast to the tradition of the elders.
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4 And when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash.
They hold fast to many other traditions: the washing of cups, pots, kettles, and dining
couches. )

5The Pharisees and the experts in the law asked him, “Why do your disciples not live
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with unwashed hands?”

6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied correctly about you hypocrites, as it is written:
‘ This people honorsmewith their lips,
but their heart is far fromme.
7 Theyworshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine the commandments of men.’

8Having no regard for the command of God, you hold fast to human tradition.”
9He also said to them, “You neatly reject the commandment of God in order to set

up your tradition.
10 For Moses said, ‘ Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘ Whoever insults his

father ormothermust be put to death.’
11 But you say that if anyone tells his father or mother, ‘Whatever help you would

have received fromme is corban’ (that is, a gift for God),
12 then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother.
13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down.

And you domany things like this.”
14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, everyone, and

understand.
15There is nothing outside of a person that can defile him by going into him. Rather,

it is what comes out of a person that defiles him.”
16 *
17Nowwhen Jesus had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him

about the parable.
18He said to them, “Are you so foolish? Don’t you understand thatwhatever goes into

a person from outside cannot defile him?
19 For it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and then goes out into the sewer.”

(This means all foods are clean.)
20He said, “What comes out of a person defiles him.
21For fromwithin, out of the human heart, come evil ideas, sexual immorality, theft,

murder,
22adultery, greed, evil, deceit, debauchery, envy, slander, pride, and folly.
23All these evils come fromwithin and defile a person.”
A SyrophoenicianWoman’s Faith

24After Jesus left there, he went to the region of Tyre. When he went into a house, he
did not want anyone to know, but he was not able to escape notice.

25 Instead, awomanwhose young daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard
about him and came and fell at his feet.

26ThewomanwasaGreek, of Syrophoenicianorigin. Sheaskedhimtocast thedemon
out of her daughter.

27 He said to her, “Let the children be satisfied first, for it is not right to take the
children’s bread and to throw it to the dogs.”

28 She answered, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs.”

29 Then he said to her, “Because you said this, you may go. The demon has left your
daughter.”
* 7:16 [[EMPTY]]
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30 She went home and found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Healing a DeafMute
31Then Jesuswent out again from the region of Tyre to the Sea of Galilee in the region

of the Decapolis.
32 They brought to him a deaf man who had difficulty speaking, and they asked him

to place his hands on him.
33After Jesus took him aside privately, away from the crowd, he put his fingers in the

man’s ears, and after spitting, he touched his tongue.
34 Then he looked up to heaven and said with a sigh, “ Ephphatha” (that is, “Be

opened”).
35And immediately the man’s ears were opened, his tongue loosened, and he spoke

plainly.
36 Jesus ordered them not to tell anything. But as much as he ordered them not to do

this, they proclaimed it all the more.
37Peoplewere completely astoundedandsaid, “Hehasdoneeverythingwell. Heeven

makes the deaf hear and themute speak.”

8
1 In those days there was another large crowdwith nothing to eat. So Jesus called his

disciples and said to them,
2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have already been here with me

three days, and they have nothing to eat.
3 If I send themhomehungry, theywill faint on theway, and some of themhave come

from a great distance.”
4His disciples answered him, “Where can someone get enough bread in this desolate

place to satisfy these people?”
5He asked them, “Howmany loaves do you have?” They replied, “Seven.”
6Thenhedirected the crowd to sit downon the ground. After he took the seven loaves

and gave thanks, he broke themand began giving them to the disciples to serve. So they
served the crowd.

7 They also had a few small fish. After giving thanks for these, he told them to serve
these as well.

8Everyone ate andwas satisfied, and theypickedup the brokenpieces left over, seven
baskets full.

9There were about four thousand who ate. Then he dismissed them.
10 Immediately he got into a boat with his disciples and went to the district of

Dalmanutha.
The Demand for a Sign

11 Then the Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus, asking for a sign from
heaven to test him.

12 Sighing deeply in his spirit he said, “Why does this generation look for a sign? I tell
you the truth, no sign will be given to this generation.”

13Then he left them, got back into the boat, and went to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees andHerod
14Now they had forgotten to take bread, except for one loaf they hadwith them in the

boat.
15And Jesus ordered them, “Watch out! Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the

yeast of Herod!”
16 So they began to discuss with one another about having no bread.
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17When he learned of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you arguing about having no
bread? Do you still not see or understand? Have your hearts been hardened?

18 Though you have eyes, don’t you see? And though you have ears, can’t you hear?
Don’t you remember?

19When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, howmany baskets full of pieces
did you pick up?” They replied, “Twelve.”

20 “When I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many baskets full of
pieces did you pick up?” They replied, “Seven.”

21Then he said to them, “Do you still not understand?”
A Two-stage Healing

22Then they came to Bethsaida. They brought a blind man to Jesus and asked him to
touch him.

23He took the blindman by the hand and brought him outside of the village. Then he
spit on his eyes, placed his hands on his eyes and asked, “Do you see anything?”

24Regaining his sight he said, “I see people, but they look like trees walking.”
25 Then Jesus placed his hands on the man’s eyes again. And he opened his eyes, his

sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.
26 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Do not even go into the village.”
Peter’s Confession

27 Then Jesus and his disciples went to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the way
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”

28They said, “John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and still others, one of the prophets.”
29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the

Christ.”
30Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him.

First Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
31 Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and

be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and after
three days rise again.

32He spoke openly about this. So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33 But after turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get

behindme, Satan. You are not setting yourmind on God’s interests, but onman’s.”
Following Jesus

34 Then Jesus called the crowd, along with his disciples, and said to them, “If anyone
wants to becomemy follower, hemust deny himself, take up his cross, and followme.

35Forwhoeverwants to save his lifewill lose it, butwhoever loses his life formy sake
and for the gospel will save it.

36For what benefit is it for a person to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his life?
37What can a person give in exchange for his life?
38 For if anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful

generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.”

9
1And he said to them, “I tell you the truth, there are some standing here whowill not

experience death before they see the kingdom of God comewith power.”
The Transfiguration
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2 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John and led them alone up a
highmountain privately. And he was transfigured before them,

3 and his clothes became radiantly white, more so than any launderer in the world
could bleach them.

4 Then Elijah appeared before them along with Moses, and they were talking with
Jesus.

5 So Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us make three shelters
– one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

6 (For they were afraid, and he did not knowwhat to say.)
7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came from the cloud, “This ismy one

dear Son. Listen to him!”
8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more except

Jesus.
9 As they were coming down from the mountain, he gave them orders not to tell

anyone what they had seen until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
10 They kept this statement to themselves, discussing what this rising from the dead

meant.
11 Then they asked him, “Why do the experts in the law say that Elijah must come

first?”
12He said to them, “Elijah does indeed come first, and restores all things. And why is

it written that the Son of Manmust suffermany things and be despised?
13 But I tell you that Elijah has certainly come, and they did to him whatever they

wanted, just as it is written about him.”
The Disciples’ Failure to Heal

14When they came to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and experts
in the law arguing with them.

15When the whole crowd saw him, they were amazed and ran at once and greeted
him.

16He asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?”
17 A member of the crowd said to him, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is

possessed by a spirit that makes himmute.
18Whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams at themouth, grinds his

teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to cast it out, but they were not able to
do so.”

19He answered them, “You unbelieving generation! Howmuch longermust I bewith
you? Howmuch longer must I endure you? Bring him tome.”

20So they brought the boy to him. When the spirit saw him, it immediately threw the
boy into a convulsion. He fell on the ground and rolled around, foaming at themouth.

21 Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said,
“From childhood.

22 It has often thrown him into fire or water to destroy him. But if you are able to do
anything, have compassion on us and help us.”

23 Then Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you are able?’ All things are possible for the one who
believes.”

24 Immediately the father of the boy cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”
25Now when Jesus saw that a crowd was quickly gathering, he rebuked the unclean

spirit, saying to it, “Mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never
enter him again.”

26 It shrieked, threw him into terrible convulsions, and came out. The boy looked so
much like a corpse that many said, “He is dead!”

27But Jesus gently took his hand and raised him to his feet, and he stood up.



Mark 9:28 1255 Mark 10:3

28Then, after hewent into the house, his disciples asked himprivately, “Why couldn’t
we cast it out?”

29He told them, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”
Second Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection

30 They went out from there and passed through Galilee. But Jesus did not want
anyone to know,

31 for hewas teaching his disciples and telling them, “The Son ofManwill be betrayed
into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.”

32But they did not understand this statement and were afraid to ask him.
Questions About the Greatest

33 Then they came to Capernaum. After Jesus was inside the house he asked them,
“What were you discussing on the way?”

34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who
was the greatest.

35Afterhe sat down, he called the twelve and said to them, “If anyonewants tobefirst,
he must be last of all and servant of all.”

36He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he
said to them,

37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me, and
whoever welcomesme does not welcomeme but the one who sent me.”

On Jesus’ Side
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and

we tried to stop him because he was not following us.”
39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, because no one who does a miracle in my name

will be able soon afterward to say anything bad about me.
40For whoever is not against us is for us.
41For I tell you the truth, whoever gives you a cup of water because you bear Christ’s

namewill never lose his reward.
42 “If anyone causes one of these little oneswhobelieve inme to sin, itwould be better

for him to have a hugemillstone tied around his neck and to be thrown into the sea.
43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off! It is better for you to enter into life crippled

than to have two hands and go into hell, to the unquenchable fire.
44 *
45 If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off! It is better to enter life lame than to have

two feet and be thrown into hell.
46 †
47 If your eye causes you to sin, tear it out! It is better to enter into the kingdomof God

with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,
48where their worm never dies and the fire is never quenched.
49Everyone will be salted with fire.
50 Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt

in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”
10

1 Then Jesus left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan
River. Again crowds gathered to him, and again, as was his custom, he taught them.

2 Then some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?”

3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?”
* 9:44 [[EMPTY]] † 9:46 [[EMPTY]]
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4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to
divorce her.”

5But Jesus said to them, “He wrote this commandment for you because of your hard
hearts.

6But from the beginning of creation hemade themmale and female*.
7 For this reason amanwill leave his father andmother,
8 and the twowill become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
10 In the house once again, the disciples asked him about this.
11Sohe told them, “Whoeverdivorceshiswife andmarries another commits adultery

against her.
12And if she divorces her husband andmarries another, she commits adultery.”
Jesus and Little Children

13Now people were bringing little children to him for him to touch, but the disciples
scolded those who brought them.

14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children
come tome anddonot try to stop them, for the kingdomofGodbelongs to such as these.

15 I tell you the truth, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will
never enter it.”

16 After he took the children in his arms, he placed his hands on them and blessed
them.

The RichMan
17Now as Jesus was starting out on his way, someone ran up to him, fell on his knees,

and said, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.
19 You know the commandments: ‘ Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do

not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud , honor your father and
mother.’ ”

20 The man said to him, “Teacher, I have wholeheartedly obeyed all these laws since
my youth.”

21 As Jesus looked at him, he felt love for him and said, “You lack one thing. Go,
sell whatever you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, followme.”

22But at this statement, theman looked sadandwent away sorrowful, for hewas very
rich.

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to
enter the kingdom of God!”

24 The disciples were astonished at these words. But again Jesus said to them,
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to
enter the kingdom of God.”

26Theywereevenmoreastonishedandsaid tooneanother, “Thenwhocanbe saved?”
27 Jesus looked at them and replied, “This is impossible for mere humans, but not for

God; all things are possible for God.”
28Peter began to speak to him, “Look, we have left everything to follow you!”
29 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, there is no one who has left home or brothers or

sisters ormother or father or childrenorfields formy sakeand for the sakeof the gospel
30whowill not receive in this age a hundred times asmuch –homes, brothers, sisters,

mothers, children, fields, all with persecutions – and in the age to come, eternal life.
31But manywho are first will be last, and the last first.”
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Third Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
32 They were on the way, going up to Jerusalem. Jesus was going ahead of them, and

theywere amazed, but those who followedwere afraid. He took the twelve aside again
and began to tell themwhat was going to happen to him.

33 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son ofManwill be handed over to the
chief priests and experts in the law. They will condemn him to death andwill turn him
over to the Gentiles.

34 They will mock him, spit on him, flog him severely, and kill him. Yet after three
days, he will rise again.”

The Request of James and John
35Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to himand said, “Teacher, wewant

you to do for us whatever we ask.”
36He said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”
37 They said to him, “Permit one of us to sit at your right hand and the other at your

left in your glory.”
38But Jesus said to them, “You don’t knowwhat you are asking! Are you able to drink

the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I experience?”
39They said to him, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I

drink, and you will be baptized with the baptism I experience,
40but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give. It is for those for whom it has

been prepared.”
41Nowwhen the other ten heard this, they became angry with James and John.
42 Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in high positions use their authority
over them.

43 But it is not this way among you. Instead whoever wants to be great among you
must be your servant,

44andwhoever wants to be first among youmust be the slave of all.
45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life

as a ransom for many.”
Healing Blind Bartimaeus

46 They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving
Jericho, Bartimaeus the son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the road.

47When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of
David, havemercy onme!”

48Many scolded him to get him to be quiet, but he shouted all themore, “Son of David,
havemercy onme!”

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called the blind man and said to him,
“Have courage! Get up! He is calling you.”

50He threw off his cloak, jumped up, and came to Jesus.
51 Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man

replied, “Rabbi, let me see again.”
52 Jesus said tohim, “Go, your faithhashealedyou.” Immediatelyhe regainedhis sight

and followed him on the road.

11
1Now as they approached Jerusalem, near Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples
2 and said to them, “Go to the village ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you will

find a colt tied there that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here.
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3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it andwill send
it back here soon.’ ”

4 So they went and found a colt tied at a door, outside in the street, and untied it.
5 Some people standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying that colt?”
6They replied as Jesus had told them, and the bystanders let them go.
7Then they brought the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it.
8Many spread their cloaks on the road and others spread branches they had cut in

the fields.
9 Both those who went ahead and those who followed kept shouting, “ Hosanna!

Blessed is the onewho comes in the name of the Lord!*
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”
11Then Jesus entered Jerusalem andwent to the temple. And after looking around at

everything, he went out to Bethany with the twelve since it was already late.
Cursing of the Fig Tree

12Now the next day, as they went out from Bethany, he was hungry.
13After noticing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, he went to see if he could find

any fruit on it. Whenhe came to it he foundnothing but leaves, for itwas not the season
for figs.

14He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.
Cleansing the Temple

15Then they came to Jerusalem. Jesus entered the temple area and began to drive out
those who were selling and buying in the temple courts. He turned over the tables of
themoney changers and the chairs of those selling doves,

16and he would not permit anyone to carrymerchandise through the temple courts.
17Then he began to teach them and said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a

house of prayer for all nations’? But you have turned it into a den of robbers!”
18The chief priests and the experts in the law heard it and they considered how they

could assassinate him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed by
his teaching.

19When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.
TheWithered Fig Tree

20 In themorning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots.
21 Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has

withered.”
22 Jesus said to them, “Have faith in God.
23 I tell you the truth, if someone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into

the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it
will be done for him.

24 For this reason I tell you, whatever you pray and ask for, believe that you have
received it, and it will be yours.

25Whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, so
that your Father in heaven will also forgive you your sins.”

26 *
27 They came again to Jerusalem. While Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the

chief priests, the experts in the law, and the elders came up to him
28 and said, “By what authority are you doing these things? Or who gave you this

authority to do these things?”
* 11:26 [[EMPTY]]



Mark 11:29 1259 Mark 12:18

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question. Answer me and I will tell you by
what authority I do these things:

30 John’s baptism –was it from heaven or from people? Answerme.”
31Theydiscussedwithoneanother, saying, “Ifwe say, ‘Fromheaven,’hewill say, ‘Then

why did you not believe him?’
32But if we say, ‘From people – ’ ” (they feared the crowd, for they all considered John

to be truly a prophet).
33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will I

tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”

12
1 Then he began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a

fence around it, dug a pit for its winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenant farmers and went on a journey.

2At harvest time he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his portion of the
crop.

3But those tenants seized his slave, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.
4So he sent another slave to themagain. This one they struck on the head and treated

outrageously.
5He sent another, and that one they killed. This happened to many others, some of

whomwere beaten, others killed.
6He had one left, his one dear son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will

respect my son.’
7 But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and the

inheritance will be ours!’
8 So they seized him, killed him, and threw his body out of the vineyard.
9What thenwill theownerof thevineyarddo? Hewill comeanddestroy those tenants

and give the vineyard to others.
10Have you not read this scripture:

‘ The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
11 This is from the Lord, and it ismarvelous in our eyes’?”

12Nowtheywanted to arrest him (but they feared the crowd), because they realized
that he told this parable against them. So they left him andwent away.

Paying Taxes to Caesar
13 Then they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to trap him with his own

words.
14When they came they said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are truthful and do

not court anyone’s favor, because you show no partiality but teach the way of God in
accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay or
shouldn’t we?”

15 But he saw through their hypocrisy and said to them, “Why are you testing me?
Bringme a denarius and let me look at it.”

16 So they brought one, and he said to them, “Whose image is this, and whose
inscription?” They replied, “Caesar’s.”

17Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at him.

Marriage and the Resurrection
18 Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) also came to him and asked him,
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19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us: ‘ If a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but
no children, that man must marry the widow and father children for his
brother.’

20 There were seven brothers. The first one married, and when he died he had no
children.

21The secondmarried her and died without any children, and likewise the third.
22None of the seven had children. Finally, the woman died too.
23 In the resurrection, when they rise again, whosewifewill she be? For all seven had

married her.”
24 Jesus said to them, “Aren’t you deceived for this reason, because you don’t know

the scriptures or the power of God?
25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage,

but are like angels in heaven.
26Now as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the

passage about the bush, howGod said to him, ‘ I amtheGodofAbraham, theGodof
Isaac, and theGod of Jacob’?

27He is not the God of the dead but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”
The Greatest Commandment

28Nowoneof theexperts in the lawcameandheard themdebating. Whenhe sawthat
Jesus answered themwell, he asked him, “Which commandment is themost important
of all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The most important is: ‘ Listen, Israel, the Lord ourGod, the
Lord is one.

30 Love theLord yourGodwith all yourheart, with all your soul,with all yourmind,
and with all your strength.’

31 The second is: ‘ Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other command-
ment greater than these.”

32The expert in the law said to him, “That is true, Teacher; you are right to say that he
is|strong="G1510" one, and there is no one else besides him.

33And to love|strong="G0025" himwith all yourheart, with all yourmind, and
with all your strength and to love|strong="G0025" your neighbor as yourself is
more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34When Jesus saw that he had answered thoughtfully, he said to him, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” Then no one dared any longer to question him.

TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
35While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he said, “How is it that the experts

in the law say that the Christ is David’s son?
36David himself, by the Holy Spirit, said,

‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit atmy right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet.” ’

37 If David himself calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” And the large crowd
was listening to himwith delight.
Warnings About Experts in the Law

38 In his teaching Jesus also said, “Watch out for the experts in the law. They like
walking around in long robes and elaborate greetings in themarketplaces,

39and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets.
40 They devour widows’ property, and as a show make long prayers. These men will

receive amore severe punishment.”
TheWidow’s Offering
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41 Then he sat down opposite the offering box, and watched the crowd putting coins
into it. Many rich people were throwing in large amounts.

42Andapoorwidowcameandput in two small copper coins,worth less than apenny.
43He called his disciples and said to them, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has

put more into the offering box than all the others.
44For they all gave out of theirwealth. But she, out of her poverty, put inwhat she had

to live on, everything she had.”

13
1 Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts, one of his disciples said to him,

“Teacher, look at these tremendous stones and buildings!”
2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left on

another. All will be torn down!”
Signs of the End of the Age

3 So while he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James,
John, and Andrew asked him privately,

4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that all these
things are about to take place?”

5 Jesus began to say to them, “Watch out that no onemisleads you.
6Manywill come inmy name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and they will misleadmany.
7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. These things must

happen, but the end is still to come.
8For nationwill rise up in arms against nation, and kingdomagainst kingdom. There

will be earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines. These are but the
beginning of birth pains.

Persecution of Disciples
9 “Youmustwatch out for yourselves. Youwill be handed over to councils and beaten

in the synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a
witness to them.

10First the gospel must be preached to all nations.
11Whentheyarrest youandhandyouover for trial, donotworryaboutwhat to speak.

But saywhatever is given you at that time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
12 Brother will hand over brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise

against parents and have them put to death.
13Youwill be hated by everyone because ofmyname. But the onewho endures to the

end will be saved.
The Abomination of Desolation

14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be
(let the reader understand), then those in Judeamust flee to themountains.

15 The one on the roof must not come down or go inside to take anything out of his
house.

16The one in the fieldmust not turn back to get his cloak.
17Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing their babies in those

days!
18Pray that it may not be in winter.
19 For in those days there will be suffering unlike anything that has happened from

the beginning of the creation that God created until now, or ever will happen.
20And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would be saved. But because

of the elect, whom he chose, he has cut them short.
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21 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not
believe him.

22For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders
to deceive, if possible, the elect.

23Be careful! I have told you everything ahead of time.
The Arrival of the Son ofMan

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened and the moon will
not give its light;

25 the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then everyone will see the Son of Man arriving in the cloudswith great power and

glory.
27 Then he will send angels and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from

the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
The Parable of the Fig Tree

28 “Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender and
puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near.

29So also you, when you see these things happening, know that he is near, right at the
door.

30 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these things take
place.

31Heaven and earth will pass away, but mywords will never pass away.
Be Ready!

32 “But as for that day or hour no one knows it – neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son – except the Father.

33Watch out! Stay alert! For you do not knowwhen the time will come.
34 It is like a man going on a journey. He left his house and put his slaves in charge,

assigning to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to stay alert.
35Stay alert, then, because you do not knowwhen the owner of the house will return

–whether during evening, at midnight, when the rooster crows, or at dawn –
36or else hemight find you asleep when he returns suddenly.
37What I say to you I say to everyone: Stay alert!”

14
1 Two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the chief priests

and the experts in the law were trying to find a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill
him.

2For they said, “Not during the feast, so there won’t be a riot among the people.”
Jesus’Anointing

3 Now while Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, reclining at the
table, a woman camewith an alabaster jar of costly aromatic oil from pure nard. After
breaking open the jar, she poured it on his head.

4 But some who were present indignantly said to one another, “Why this waste of
expensive ointment?

5 It could have been sold for more than three hundred silver coins and the money
given to the poor!” So they spoke angrily to her.

6But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has done a good
service for me.

7For youwill always have the poorwith you, and you cando good for themwhenever
you want. But you will not always haveme!
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8 She did what she could. She anointedmy body beforehand for burial.
9 I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she

has done will also be told inmemory of her.”
The Plan to Betray Jesus

10Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus into
their hands.

11When they heard this, they were delighted and promised to give him money. So
Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray him.

The Passover
12Now on the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is

sacrificed, Jesus’ disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat
the Passover?”

13He sent two of his disciples and told them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you. Follow him.

14Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is my
guest roomwhere I may eat the Passover withmy disciples?” ’

15He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations
for us there.”

16 So the disciples left, went into the city, and found things just as he had told them,
and they prepared the Passover.

17Then, when it was evening, he came to the house with the twelve.
18While theywere at the table eating, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, one of you eating

withmewill betrayme.”
19They were distressed, and one by one said to him, “Surely not I?”
20He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who dips his hand with me into the

bowl.
21For the Son of Manwill go as it is written about him, but woe to that man bywhom

the Son of Man is betrayed! It would be better for him if he had never been born.”
The Lord’s Supper

22While they were eating, he took bread, and after giving thanks he broke it, gave it
to them, and said, “Take it. This is my body.”

23And after taking the cup and giving thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank
from it.

24He said to them, “This is my blood, the blood of the covenant, that is poured out for
many.

25 I tell you the truth, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that daywhen
I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

26After singing a hymn, they went out to theMount of Olives.
The Prediction of Peter’s Denial

27Then Jesus said to them, “Youwill all fall away, for it is written,
‘ I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheepwill be scattered.’

28But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”
29Peter said to him, “Even if they all fall away, I will not!”
30 Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, today – this very night – before a rooster

crows twice, you will denyme three times.”
31 But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I must die with you, I will never deny

you.” And all of them said the same thing.
Gethsemane
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32 Then they went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit
here while I pray.”

33He took Peter, James, and Johnwith him, and became very troubled and distressed.
34He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, even to the point of death. Remain here

and stay alert.”
35 Going a little farther, he threw himself to the ground and prayed that if it were

possible the hour would pass from him.
36He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Take this cup away fromme.

Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
37Thenhe cameand found themsleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping?

Couldn’t you stay awake for one hour?
38Stay awake and pray that youwill not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but

the flesh is weak.”
39Hewent away again and prayed the same thing.
40When he came again he found them sleeping; they could not keep their eyes open.

And they did not knowwhat to tell him.
41He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough

of that! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42Get up, let us go. Look! My betrayer is approaching!”
Betrayal and Arrest

43Right away, while Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived. With
him came a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests and experts
in the law and elders.

44 (Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I kiss is the man. Arrest
him and lead him away under guard.”)

45When Judas arrived, hewent up to Jesus immediately and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed
him.

46Then they took hold of him and arrested him.
47One of the bystanders drew his sword and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off

his ear.
48 Jesus said to them, “Have you come with swords and clubs to arrest me like you

would an outlaw?
49Day after day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, yet you did not arrest

me. But this has happened so that the scriptures would be fulfilled.”
50Then all the disciples left him and fled.
51 A young man was following him, wearing only a linen cloth. They tried to arrest

him,
52but he ran off naked, leaving his linen cloth behind.
Condemned by the Sanhedrin

53Then they led Jesus to thehighpriest, andall the chief priests andelders andexperts
in the law came together.

54And Peter had followed him from a distance, up to the high priest’s courtyard. He
was sitting with the guards and warming himself by the fire.

55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus
so that they could put him to death, but they did not find anything.

56Many gave false testimony against him, but their testimony did not agree.
57 Some stood up and gave this false testimony against him:
58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands and in three days

build another not made with hands.’ ”
59Yet even on this point their testimony did not agree.
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60Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer?
What is this that they are testifying against you?”

61 But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest questioned him, “Are
you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”

62 “I am,” said Jesus, “and you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Power and comingwith the clouds of heaven.”

63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why dowe still need witnesses?
64You have heard the blasphemy! What is your verdict?” They all condemned him as

deserving death.
65Then some began to spit on him, and to blindfold him, and to strike himwith their

fists, saying, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him and beat him.
Peter’s Denials

66NowwhilePeterwasbelowin thecourtyard, oneof thehighpriest’s slavegirls came
by.

67Whenshe sawPeterwarminghimself, she lookeddirectly at himandsaid, “Youalso
were with that Nazarene, Jesus.”

68Buthedenied it: “I don’t evenunderstandwhatyou’re talkingabout!” Thenhewent
out to the gateway, and a rooster crowed.

69When the slave girl saw him, she began again to say to the bystanders, “Thisman is
one of them.”

70 But he denied it again. A short time later the bystanders again said to Peter, “You
must be one of them, because you are also a Galilean.”

71Thenhe began to curse, andhe sworewith an oath, “I do not know thisman you are
talking about!”

72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered what Jesus
had said to him: “Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he
broke down andwept.

15
1Early in the morning, after forming a plan, the chief priests with the elders and the

experts in the law and the whole Sanhedrin tied Jesus up, led him away, and handed
him over to Pilate.

2 So Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He replied, “You say so.”
3Then the chief priests began to accuse him repeatedly.
4 So Pilate asked him again, “Have you nothing to say? See how many charges they

are bringing against you!”
5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.
Jesus and Barabbas

6During the feast it was customary to release one prisoner to the people, whomever
they requested.

7 A man named Barabbas was imprisoned with rebels who had committed murder
during an insurrection.

8 Then the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to release a prisoner for them, as
was his custom.

9 So Pilate asked them, “Do youwant me to release the king of the Jews for you?”
10 (For he knew that the chief priests had handed him over because of envy.)
11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas instead.
12 So Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you want me to do with the one you

call king of the Jews?”
13They shouted back, “Crucify him!”
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14 Pilate asked them, “Why? What has he done wrong?” But they shouted more
insistently, “Crucify him!”

15Because he wanted to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas for them. Then,
after he had Jesus flogged, he handed him over to be crucified.

Jesus isMocked
16So the soldiers led him into the palace (that is, the governor’s residence) and called

together the whole cohort.
17They put a purple cloak on him and after braiding a crown of thorns, they put it on

him.
18They began to salute him: “Hail, king of the Jews!”
19Again and again they struck himon the headwith a staff and spit onhim. Then they

knelt down and paid homage to him.
20When they had finished mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and

put his own clothes back on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
The Crucifixion

21The soldiers forced a passerby to carry his cross, Simon of Cyrene, whowas coming
in from the country (he was the father of Alexander and Rufus).

22 They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha (which is translated, “Place of the
Skull”).

23They offered himwinemixed withmyrrh, but he did not take it.
24 Then they crucified him and divided his clothes, throwing dice for them, to decide

what each would take.
25 It was nine o’clock in themorning when they crucified him.
26The inscription of the charge against him read, “The king of the Jews.”
27And they crucified two outlaws with him, one on his right and one on his left.
28 *
29Thosewho passed by defamed him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! Youwho

can destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,
30 save yourself and come down from the cross!”
31 In the sameway even the chief priests – together with the experts in the law –were

mocking him among themselves: “He saved others, but he cannot save himself!
32 Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the cross now, that we may see

and believe!” Those whowere crucified with him also spoke abusively to him.
Jesus’Death

33 Now when it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon.

34 Around three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “ Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?” whichmeans, “MyGod, my God, why have you forsakenme?”

35When some of the bystanders heard it they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah!”
36 Then someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to

him to drink, saying, “Leave him alone! Let’s see if Elijah will come to take him down!”
37But Jesus cried out with a loud voice and breathed his last.
38And the temple curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom.
39Nowwhenthecenturion,whostood in frontofhim, sawhowhedied, he said, “Truly

this manwas God’s Son!”
40 There were also women, watching from a distance. Among them were Mary

Magdalene, andMary themother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.

* 15:28 [[EMPTY]]
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41Whenhewas in Galilee, they had followed himand given him support. Many other
womenwho had come upwith him to Jerusalemwere there too.

Jesus’ Burial
42Now when evening had already come, since it was the day of preparation (that is,

the day before the Sabbath),
43 Joseph of Arimathea, a highly regarded member of the council, who was himself

looking forward to the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus.

44 Pilate was surprised that he was already dead. He called the centurion and asked
him if he had been dead for some time.

45When Pilate was informed by the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph.
46After Josephbought a linen cloth and tookdown thebody, hewrapped it in the linen

and placed it in a tomb cut out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone across the entrance of
the tomb.

47MaryMagdalene andMary themother of Joses sawwhere the body was placed.

16
1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and

Salome bought aromatic spices so that theymight go and anoint him.
2And very early on the first day of the week, at sunrise, they went to the tomb.
3 They had been asking each other, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the

entrance to the tomb?”
4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been

rolled back.
5 Then as they went into the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe

sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.
6Buthe said to them, “Donot be alarmed. Youare looking for Jesus theNazarene,who

was crucified. He has been raised! He is not here. Look, there is the place where they
laid him.

7 But go, tell his disciples, even Peter, that he is going ahead of you into Galilee. You
will see him there, just as he told you.”

8Then theywent out and ran from the tomb, for terror and bewilderment had seized
them. And they said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.

The Longer Ending ofMark
9 [[Early on the first day of the week, after he arose, he appeared first to Mary

Magdalene, fromwhom he had driven out seven demons.
10 She went out and told those who were with him, while they were mourning and

weeping.
11 And when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they did not

believe.
12After this he appeared in a different form to two of them while they were on their

way to the country.
13They went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.
14Thenheappeared to theeleven themselves,while theywereeating, andhe rebuked

them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who
had seen him resurrected.

15He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
16Theonewhobelievesand isbaptizedwill be saved, but theonewhodoesnotbelieve

will be condemned.
17 These signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out

demons; they will speak in new languages;



Mark 16:18 1268 Mark 16:20

18 they will pick up snakes with their hands, andwhatever poison they drink will not
harm them; they will place their hands on the sick and they will be well.”

19After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, hewas takenup into heaven and sat down
at the right hand of God.

20Theywent out and proclaimed everywhere, while the Lordworkedwith them and
confirmed the word through the accompanying signs.]]
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Luke
Explanatory Preface

1 Now many have undertaken to compile an account of the things that have been
fulfilled among us,

2 like the accounts passed on to us by those who were eyewitnesses and servants of
the word from the beginning.

3 So it seemed good to me as well, because I have followed all things carefully from
the beginning, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,

4 so that youmay know for certain the things you were taught.
Birth Announcement of John the Baptist

5During the reign of Herod king of Judea, there lived a priest named Zechariah who
belonged to the priestly division ofAbijah, andhehad awife namedElizabeth,whowas
a descendant of Aaron.

6They were both righteous in the sight of God, following all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blamelessly.

7But theydidnothavea child, becauseElizabethwasbarren, and theywerebothvery
old.

8 Now while Zechariah was serving as priest before God when his division was on
duty,

9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the holy
place of the Lord and burn incense.

10 Now the whole crowd of people were praying outside at the hour of the incense
offering.

11An angel of the Lord, standing on the right side of the altar of incense, appeared to
him.

12And Zechariah, visibly shaken when he saw the angel, was seized with fear.
13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been

heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son; you will name him John.
14 Joy and gladness will come to you, andmanywill rejoice at his birth,
15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong

drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth.
16Hewill turnmany of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
17And he will go as forerunner before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah, to

turn the hearts of the fathers back to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom
of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared for him.”

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? For I am an old man, and
mywife is old as well.”

19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I
was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

20 And now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their
time, you will be silent, unable to speak, until the day these things take place.”

21Now the peoplewerewaiting for Zechariah, and they began towonderwhy hewas
delayed in the holy place.

22Whenhe cameout, hewasnot able to speak to them. They realized that hehad seen
a vision in the holy place, because he was making signs to them and remained unable
to speak.

23When his time of service was over, he went to his home.
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24After some time his wife Elizabeth became pregnant, and for five months she kept
herself in seclusion. She said,

25 “This iswhat the Lordhas done forme at the timewhenhehas been gracious tome,
to take awaymy disgrace among people.”

Birth Announcement of Jesus theMessiah
26 In the sixthmonth of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a

town of Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, a descendant of David, and

the virgin’s namewasMary.
28The angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one, the Lord is with you!”
29But shewas greatly troubled by hiswords and began towonder about themeaning

of this greeting.
30So the angel said to her, “Donot be afraid,Mary, for you have found favorwith God!
31 Listen: You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him

Jesus.
32Hewill be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will

give him the throne of his father David.
33Hewill reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdomwill never end.”
34Mary said to the angel, “Howwill this be, since I have not had sexual relationswith

aman?”
35The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most

Highwill overshadow you. Therefore the child to be bornwill be holy; hewill be called
the Son of God.

36 “And look, your relative Elizabeth has also become pregnant with a son in her old
age – although she was called barren, she is now in her sixthmonth!

37For nothing will be impossible with God.”
38 So Mary said, “Yes, I am a servant of the Lord; let this happen to me according to

your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Mary and Elizabeth

39 In those days Mary got up and went hurriedly into the hill country, to a town of
Judah,

40and entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.
41WhenElizabethheardMary’s greeting, thebaby leaped inherwomb, andElizabeth

was filled with the Holy Spirit.
42She exclaimedwith a loudvoice, “Blessed are youamongwomen, andblessed is the

child in your womb!
43Andwho am I that themother of my Lord should come and visit me?
44 For the instant the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb

leaped for joy.
45And blessed is she who believed that what was spoken to her by the Lordwould be

fulfilled.”
Mary’s Hymn of Praise

46AndMary said,
“My soul exalts the Lord,
47andmy spirit has begun to rejoice in Godmy Savior,
48because he has looked upon the humble state of his servant.
For from now on all generations will call me blessed,
49because he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name;
50 from generation to generation he is merciful to those who fear him.
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51He has demonstrated power with his arm; he has scattered those whose pride wells
up from the sheer arrogance of their hearts.

52He has brought down themighty from their thrones, and has lifted up those of lowly
position;

53he has filled the hungry with good things, and has sent the rich away empty.
54He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy,
55as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

56SoMary stayedwith Elizabeth about threemonths and then returned to her home.
The Birth of John

57Now the time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, and she gave birth to a son.
58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown greatmercy to her, and

they rejoiced with her.
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and theywanted to name him

Zechariah after his father.
60But his mother replied, “No! Hemust be named John.”
61They said to her, “But none of your relatives bears this name.”
62So theymade signs to the baby’s father, inquiring what he wanted to name his son.
63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they were all

amazed.
64 Immediately Zechariah’smouthwasopenedandhis tongue released, andhe spoke,

blessing God.
65All their neighbors were filled with fear, and throughout the entire hill country of

Judea all these things were talked about.
66All who heard these things kept them in their hearts, saying, “What then will this

child be?” For the Lord’s handwas indeed with him.
Zechariah’s Praise and Prediction

67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied,
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
because he has come to help and has redeemed his people.
69For he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,
70as he spoke through themouth of his holy prophets from long ago,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies,
and from the hand of all who hate us.
72He has done this to showmercy to our ancestors,
and to remember his holy covenant –
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham.
This oath grants
74 that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies,
may serve himwithout fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him for as long as we live.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High.
For you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.
78Because of our God’s tender mercy
the dawnwill break upon us from on high
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 And the child kept growing and becoming strong in spirit, and he was in the
wilderness until the day he was revealed to Israel.
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2
1Now in those days a decreewent out fromCaesar Augustus to register all the empire

for taxes.
2This was the first registration, taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3Everyone went to his own town to be registered.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth because he was of the house and

family line of David.
5Hewent to be registeredwithMary, whowas promised inmarriage to him, andwho

was expecting a child.
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid

him in amanger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
The Shepherds’Visit

8Now there were shepherds nearby living out in the field, keeping guard over their
flock at night.

9Anangel of theLordappeared to them, and the gloryof theLord shonearound them,
and they were absolutely terrified.

10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! Listen carefully, for I proclaim to you
good news that brings great joy to all the people:

11Today your Savior is born in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord.
12This will be a sign for you: Youwill find a babywrapped in strips of cloth and lying

in amanger.”
13Suddenly a vast, heavenly army appearedwith the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among people with whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, that the
Lord has made known to us.”

16 So they hurried off and located Mary and Joseph, and found the baby lying in a
manger.

17When they saw him, they related what they had been told about this child,
18and all who heard it were astonished at what the shepherds said.
19 But Mary treasured up all these words, pondering in her heart what they might

mean.
20 So the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and

seen; everything was just as they had been told.
21At the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was named Jesus, the name

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
Jesus’ Presentation at the Temple

22 Now when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
Joseph andMary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord

23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord, “ Every firstbornmale will be set apart to
the Lord” ),

24and to offer a sacrifice according towhat is specified in the lawof theLord, apair|
strong="G2201" of doves of doves or|strong="G2228" two young pigeons.

The Prophecy of Simeon
25Now there was aman in Jerusalem named Simeonwhowas righteous and devout,

looking for the restoration of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had

seen the Lord’s Christ.
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27SoSimeon, directedby theSpirit, came into the temple courts, andwhen theparents
brought in the child Jesus to do for himwhat was customary according to the law,

28 Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God, saying,
29 “Now, according to your word, Sovereign Lord, permit your servant to depart in

peace.
30Formy eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples:
32a light,
for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 So the child’s father andmother were amazed at what was said about him.
34ThenSimeonblessed themandsaid tohismotherMary, “Listencarefully: This child

is destined to be the cause of the falling and rising ofmany in Israel and to be a sign that
will be rejected.

35 Indeed, as a result ofhim the thoughts ofmanyheartswill be revealed –anda sword
will pierce your own soul as well!”

The Testimony of Anna
36 There was also a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.

She was very old, having beenmarried to her husband for seven years until his death.
37Shehad lived as awidowsince then for eighty-four years. Shenever left the temple,

worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.
38At thatmoment, she came up to them and began to give thanks to God and to speak

about the child to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 So when Joseph and Mary had performed everything according to the law of the

Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and the favor of God

was upon him.

Jesus in the Temple
41Now Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem every year for the feast of the Passover.
42When he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom.
43 But when the feast was over, as they were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed

behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it,
44but (because they assumed that hewas in their groupof travelers) theywent a day’s

journey. Then they began to look for him among their relatives and acquaintances.
45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him.
46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,

listening to them and asking them questions.
47And all who heard Jesus were astonished at his understanding and his answers.
48Whenhisparents sawhim, theywereoverwhelmed. Hismother said tohim, “Child,

why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been looking for you
anxiously.”

49But he replied, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know that I must be in
my Father’s house?”

50Yet his parents did not understand the remark hemade to them.
51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.

But his mother kept all these things in her heart.
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and with

people.
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3
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was

governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was
tetrarch of the region of Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,

2during thehighpriesthood ofAnnas andCaiaphas, theword ofGod came to John the
son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

3 He went into all the region around the Jordan River, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one shouting in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make his paths straight*.
5 Every valley will be filled,
and everymountain and hill will be brought low,
and the crookedwill bemade straight,
and the roughwayswill bemade smooth,
6 andall humanitywill see|strong="G3700" the salvation of God.’ ”

7 So John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You offspring of
vipers! Whowarned you to flee from the coming wrath?

8 Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance, and don’t begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God can raise up
children for Abraham from these stones!

9Even now the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 So the crowds were asking him, “What then should we do?”
11 John answered them, “The person who has two tunics must share with the person

who has none, and the person who has foodmust do likewise.”
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher, what should

we do?”
13He told them, “Collect nomore than you are required to.”
14 Then some soldiers also asked him, “And as for us – what should we do?” He told

them, “Takemoney fromno one by violence or by false accusation, and be contentwith
your pay.”

15 While the people were filled with anticipation and they all wondered whether
perhaps John could be the Christ,

16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water, but one more powerful than I
am is coming – I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.

17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clean out his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his storehouse, but the chaff he will burn upwith inextinguishable fire.”

18And in this way, with many other exhortations, John proclaimed good news to the
people.

19Butwhen John rebukedHerod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother’s wife,
and because of all the evil deeds that he had done,

20Herod added this to them all: He locked up John in prison.
The Baptism of Jesus

21Nowwhen all the peoplewere baptized, Jesus alsowas baptized. Andwhile hewas
praying, the heavens opened,

22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You aremy one dear Son; in you I take great delight.”
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The Genealogy of Jesus
23So Jesus, whenhe began hisministry, was about thirty years old. Hewas the son (as

was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,
24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of

Joseph,
25 the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of

Naggai,
26 the son ofMaath, the son ofMattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son

of Joda,
27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the

son of Neri,
28 the son ofMelchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of

Er,
29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of

Levi,
30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of

Eliakim,
31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son

of David,
32 the sonof Jesse, the sonofObed, the sonof Boaz, the sonof Sala, the sonofNahshon,
33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the son ofHezron, the son

of Perez, the son of Judah,
34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of

Nahor,
35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah,
36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of

Lamech,
37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the

son of Kenan,
38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

4
1Then Jesus, full of theHoly Spirit, returned from the JordanRiver andwas led by the

Spirit in the wilderness,
2where for forty days he endured temptations from the devil. He ate nothing during

those days, and when they were completed, he was famished.
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become

bread.”
4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘ Mandoes not live by breadalone.’ ”
5Then the devil led himup to a high place and showed him in a flash all the kingdoms

of the world.
6And he said to him, “To you I will grant this whole realm – and the glory that goes

along with it, for it has been relinquished to me, and I can give it to anyone I wish.
7 So then, if you will worshipme, all this will be yours.”
8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘ You are toworship the Lord yourGod and

serve only him.’ ”
9Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem, had him stand on the highest point of the

temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,
10 for it iswritten, ‘ Hewill commandhisangels concerningyou, toprotectyou,’
11 and ‘ with their hands they will lift you up, so that youwill not strike your

foot against a stone.’ ”
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12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘ You are not to put the Lord your God to the
test.’ ”

13 So when the devil had completed every temptation, he departed from him until a
more opportune time.

The Beginning of Jesus’Ministry in Galilee
14 Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and news about him

spread throughout the surrounding countryside.
15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by all.
Rejection at Nazareth

16 Now Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,

17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it was written,
18 “ The Spirit of the Lord is uponme,
because he has anointedme to proclaim goodnews to the poor.
Hehas sentme to proclaim release to the captives
and the regaining of sight to the blind,
to set free thosewhoare oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes
of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him.

21 Then he began to tell them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled even as you
heard it being read.”

22All were speaking well of him, and were amazed at the gracious words coming out
of his mouth. They said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

23 Jesus said to them, “No doubt you will quote to me the proverb, ‘Physician, heal
yourself!’ and say, ‘What we have heard that you did in Capernaum, do here in your
hometown too.’ ”

24And he added, “I tell you the truth, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.
25But in truth I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the

sky was shut up three and a half years, and there was a great famine over all the land.
26 Yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to a woman who was a widow at

Zarephath in Sidon.
27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, yet none of

themwas cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”
28When they heard this, all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage.
29They got up, forced him out of the town, and brought him to the brow of the hill on

which their townwas built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.
30But he passed through the crowd andwent on his way.
Ministry in Capernaum

31 So he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath he began to
teach the people.

32They were amazed at his teaching, because he spoke with authority.
33Now in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon,

and he cried out with a loud voice,
34 “Ha! Leaveus alone, Jesus theNazarene! Have you come to destroyus? I knowwho

you are – the Holy One of God.”
35But Jesus rebuked him: “Silence! Come out of him!” Then, after the demon threw

theman down in their midst, he came out of himwithout hurting him.
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36 They were all amazed and began to say to one another, “What’s happening here?
For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!”

37 So the news about him spread into all areas of the region.
38After Jesus left the synagogue, he entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-

lawwas suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her.
39 So he stood over her, commanded the fever, and it left her. Immediately she got up

and began to serve them.
40As the sun was setting, all those who had any relatives sick with various diseases

brought them to Jesus. He placed his hands on every one of them and healed them.
41Demonsalso cameout ofmany, cryingout, “Youare theSonofGod!” Buthe rebuked

them, and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.
42Thenextmorning Jesus departed andwent to adesertedplace. Yet the crowdswere

seeking him, and they came to him and tried to keep him from leaving them.
43But Jesus said to them, “Imust proclaim the good news of the kingdomof God to the

other towns too, for that is what I was sent to do.”
44 So he continued to preach in the synagogues of Judea.

5
1 Now Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing

around him to hear the word of God.
2He saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were

washing their nets.
3He got into one of the boats, whichwas Simon’s, and asked him to put out a littleway

from the shore. Then Jesus sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and

lower your nets for a catch.”
5Simonanswered, “Master,weworkedhard all night and caught nothing! But at your

word I will lower the nets.”
6When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets started to tear.
7 So they motioned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And

they came and filled both boats, so that they were about to sink.
8Butwhen SimonPeter saw it, he fell downat Jesus’knees, saying, “Goaway fromme,

Lord, for I am a sinful man!”
9 For Peter and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they

had taken,
10and so were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, whowere Simon’s business partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on youwill be catching people.”
11 So when they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed

him.
Healing a Leper

12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came to him who was covered with
leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he bowed down with his face to the ground and begged
him, “Lord, if you are willing, you canmakeme clean.”

13So he stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I amwilling. Be clean!” And
immediately the leprosy left him.

14 Then he ordered the man to tell no one, but commanded him, “Go and show
yourself to a priest, and bring the offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded,
as a testimony to them.”

15 But the news about him spread even more, and large crowds were gathering
together to hear him and to be healed of their illnesses.
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16Yet Jesus himself frequently withdrew to the wilderness and prayed.

Healing and Forgiving a Paralytic
17Nowononeof thosedays,whilehewas teaching, therewerePhariseesand teachers

of the law sitting nearby (who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and
from Jerusalem), and the power of the Lord was with him to heal.

18 Just then somemen showedup, carrying aparalyzedmanona stretcher. Theywere
trying to bring him in and place him before Jesus.

19But since they found noway to carry him in because of the crowd, theywent up on
the roof and let him down on the stretcher through the roof tiles right in front of Jesus.

20When Jesus saw their faith he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”
21 Then the experts in the law and the Pharisees began to think to themselves, “Who

is this manwho is uttering blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
22When Jesus perceived their hostile thoughts, he said to them, “Why are you raising

objections within yourselves?
23Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up andwalk’?
24But so that youmayknow that the SonofManhas authority onearth to forgive sins”

– he said to the paralyzedman – “I tell you, stand up, take your stretcher and go home.”
25 Immediately he stoodupbefore them, pickedup the stretcher hehadbeen lying on,

and went home, glorifying God.
26 Then astonishment seized them all, and they glorified God. They were filled with

awe, saying, “We have seen incredible things today.”

The Call of Levi; Eatingwith Sinners
27After this, Jesuswent out and sawa tax collectornamedLevi sitting at the taxbooth.

“Followme,” he said to him.
28And he got up and followed him, leaving everything behind.
29Then Levi gave a great banquet in his house for Jesus, and there was a large crowd

of tax collectors and others sitting at the table with them.
30But the Pharisees and their experts in the law complained to his disciples, saying,

“Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”
31 Jesus answered them, “Those who are well don’t need a physician, but those who

are sick do.
32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

The Superiority of the New
33 Then they said to him, “John’s disciples frequently fast and pray, and so do the

disciples of the Pharisees, but yours continue to eat and drink.”
34 So Jesus said to them, “You cannot make the wedding guests fast while the

bridegroom is with them, can you?
35 But those days are coming, and when the bridegroom is taken from them, at that

time they will fast.”
36He also told them a parable: “No one tears a patch from a new garment and sews

it on an old garment. If he does, he will have torn the new, and the piece from the new
will not match the old.

37And no one pours newwine into old wineskins. If he does, the newwine will burst
the skins and will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed.

38 Instead newwinemust be poured into newwineskins.
39Nooneafterdrinkingoldwinewants thenew, forhe says, ‘Theold is goodenough.’ ”
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6
1 Jesuswas going through the grain fields on a Sabbath, and his disciples picked some

heads of wheat, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them.
2 But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is against the law on the

Sabbath?”
3 Jesus answered them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his compan-

ions were hungry –
4how he entered the house of God, took and ate the sacred bread, which is not lawful

for any to eat but the priests alone, and gave it to his companions?”
5Then he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
Healing aWithered Hand

6Onanother Sabbath, Jesus entered the synagogueandwas teaching. Nowamanwas
there whose right handwas withered.

7 The experts in the law and the Pharisees watched Jesus closely to see if he would
heal on the Sabbath, so that they could find a reason to accuse him.

8 But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the withered hand, “Get
up and stand here.” So he rose and stood there.

9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath or to do
evil, to save a life or to destroy it?”

10After looking around at them all, he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” The
man did so, and his handwas restored.

11But theywere filledwithmindless rage and began debatingwith one anotherwhat
they would do to Jesus.

Choosing the Twelve Apostles
12 Now it was during this time that Jesus went out to the mountain to pray, and he

spent all night in prayer to God.
13When morning came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he

also named apostles:
14 Simon (whom he named Peter), and his brother Andrew; and James, John, Philip,

Bartholomew,
15Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Simonwhowas called the Zealot,
16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
The Sermon on the Plain

17Thenhe camedownwith themand stoodona level place. Anda largenumberofhis
disciples had gathered alongwith a vastmultitude fromall over Judea, from Jerusalem,
They came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases,

18and those who suffered from unclean spirits were cured.
19Thewhole crowdwas trying to touchhim, becausepowerwas comingout fromhim

and healing them all.
20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God belongs to you.
21 “Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.
“Blessed are you whoweep now, for you will laugh.
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you and insult you

and reject you as evil on account of the Son of Man!
23Rejoice in that day, and jump for joy, because your reward is great inheaven. For their
ancestors did the same things to the prophets.
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your comfort already.
25 “Woe to you who are well satisfied with food now, for you will be hungry.
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“Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn andweep.
26 “Woe to youwhen all people speakwell of you, for their ancestors did the same things

to the false prophets.
27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate

you,
28bless those who curse you, pray for those whomistreat you.
29 To the person who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other as well, and from the

person who takes away your coat, do not withhold your tunic either.
30Give to everyone who asks you, and do not ask for your possessions back from the

person who takes them away.
31Treat others in the sameway that you would want them to treat you.
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love

those who love them.
33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even

sinners do the same.
34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to be repaid, what credit is that to

you? Even sinners lend to sinners, so that theymay be repaid in full.
35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing back. Then your

reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to
ungrateful and evil people.

36Bemerciful, just as your Father is merciful.

DoNot Judge Others
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be

condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven.
38Give, and it will be given to you: A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,

running over,will be poured into your lap. For themeasure youusewill be themeasure
you receive.”

39He also told them a parable: “Someone who is blind cannot lead another who is
blind, can he? Won’t they both fall into a pit?

40A disciple is not greater than his teacher, but everyone when fully trained will be
like his teacher.

41Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, but fail to see the beam of wood in
your own?

42How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck from your eye,’
while you yourself don’t see the beam in your own? You hypocrite! First remove the
beam from your own eye, and then you can see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.

43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit,
44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thorns, nor

are grapes picked from brambles.
45 The good person out of the good treasury of his heart produces good, and the evil

person out of his evil treasury produces evil, for his mouth speaks from what fills his
heart.

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do what I tell you?
47 “Everyone who comes to me and listens to mywords and puts them into practice –

I will show youwhat he is like:
48He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep, and laid the foundation on

bedrock. When a flood came, the river burst against that house but could not shake it,
because it had been well built.
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49 But the person who hears and does not put my words into practice is like a man
who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst against
that house, it collapsed immediately, and was utterly destroyed!”

7
1After Jesus had finished teaching all this to the people, he entered Capernaum.
2A centurion there had a slavewhowas highly regarded, butwhowas sick and at the

point of death.
3When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking

him to come and heal his slave.
4When they came to Jesus, they urged him earnestly, “He is worthy to have you do

this for him,
5because he loves our nation, and even built our synagogue.”
6 So Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent

friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you
come undermy roof.

7That is why I did not presume to come to you. Instead, say theword, andmy servant
must be healed.

8For I too amaman set under authority, with soldiers underme. I say to this one, ‘Go,’
andhe goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ andhe comes, and tomy slave, ‘Do this,’ andhedoes
it.”

9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him. He turned and said to the crowd that
followed him, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith!”

10Sowhen those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave well.
Raising aWidow’s Son

11Soonafterward Jesuswent toa towncalledNain, andhisdisciplesanda largecrowd
went with him.

12 As he approached the town gate, a man who had died was being carried out, the
only son of his mother (who was a widow ), and a large crowd from the town was with
her.

13When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.”
14Then he came up and touched the bier, and thosewho carried it stood still. He said,

“Youngman, I say to you, get up!”
15So the deadman sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.
16 Fear seized them all, and they began to glorify God, saying, “A great prophet has

appeared among us!” and “God has come to help his people!”
17 This report about Jesus circulated throughout Judea and all the surrounding

country.
Jesus and John the Baptist

18 John’s disciples informed him about all these things. So John called two of his
disciples

19 and sent them to Jesus to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look
for another?”

20When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask,
‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?’ ”

21At that very time Jesus cured many people of diseases, sicknesses, and evil spirits,
and granted sight to many whowere blind.

22 So he answered them, “Go tell John what you have seen and heard: The blind see,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have
good news proclaimed to them.

23Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
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24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

25What did you go out to see? Aman dressed in fancy clothes? Look, those whowear
fancy clothes and live in luxury are in kings’ courts!

26What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, andmore than a prophet.
27This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of

you, who|strong="G3739" will prepare your way before you.’
28 I tell you, among those born ofwomen no one is greater than John. Yet the onewho

is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he is.”
29 (Now all the people who heard this, even the tax collectors, acknowledged God’s

justice, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism.
30However, the Pharisees and the experts in religious law rejected God’s purpose for

themselves, because they had not been baptized by John. )
31 “To what then should I compare the people of this generation, and what are they

like?
32They are like children sitting in themarketplace and calling out to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance;
we wailed inmourning, yet you did not weep.’

33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread anddrinking nowine, and you say,
‘He has a demon!’

34The SonofManhas comeeating anddrinking, andyou say, ‘Lookat him, a glutton
and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’

35But wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”
Jesus’Anointing

36Now one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went into the
Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table.

37Thenwhen awoman of that town, whowas a sinner, learned that Jesus was dining
at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfumed oil.

38Asshe stoodbehindhimathis feet,weeping, shebegan towethis feetwithher tears.
She wiped themwith her hair, kissed them, and anointed themwith the perfumed oil.

39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this
man were a prophet, he would know who and what kind of woman this is who is
touching him, that she is a sinner.”

40So Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” He replied, “Say it,
Teacher.”

41 “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed him five hundred silver coins, and
the other fifty.

42When they could not pay, he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will
love himmore?”

43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” Jesus said
to him, “You have judged rightly.”

44 Then, turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I
entered your house. You gavemenowater formy feet, but she haswetmy feetwith her
tears and wiped themwith her hair.

45 You gave me no kiss of greeting, but from the time I entered she has not stopped
kissingmy feet.

46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with perfumed
oil.

47Therefore I tell you, her sins, whichweremany, are forgiven, thus she lovedmuch;
but the one who is forgiven little loves little.”
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48Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is

this, who even forgives sins?”
50He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

8
1 Some time afterward he went on through towns and villages, preaching and

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him,
2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and disabilities: Mary

(calledMagdalene), fromwhom seven demons had gone out,
3 and Joanna the wife of Cuza (Herod’s household manager), Susanna, and many

others who provided for them out of their own resources.
The Parable of the Sower

4While a large crowdwas gathering and people were coming to Jesus from one town
after another, he spoke to them in a parable:

5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and
was trampled on, and the wild birds devoured it.

6Other seed fell on rock, andwhen it cameup, itwitheredbecause it hadnomoisture.
7Other seed fell among the thorns, and they grew upwith it and choked it.
8But other seed fell on good soil and grew, and it produced a hundred times as much

grain.” As he said this, he called out, “The one who has ears to hear had better listen!”
9Then his disciples asked himwhat this parable meant.
10He said, “You have been given the opportunity to know the secrets of the kingdom

of God, but for others they are in parables, so that although they see theymay not
see, andalthough they hear theymaynot understand.

11 “Now the parable means this: The seed is the word of God.
12Those along the path are the ones who have heard; then the devil comes and takes

away the word from their hearts, so that theymay not believe and be saved.
13Those on the rock are the oneswho receive thewordwith joywhen theyhear it, but

they have no root. They believe for a while, but in a time of testing fall away.
14As for the seed that fell among thorns, these are the ones who hear, but as they go

on their way they are choked by the worries and riches and pleasures of life, and their
fruit does not mature.

15Butas for the seed that landedongood soil, theseare theoneswho, afterhearing the
word, cling to itwith anhonest andgoodheart, andbear fruitwith steadfast endurance.

Showing the Light
16 “No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it

on a lampstand so that those who come in can see the light.
17For nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing concealed that will not

bemade known and brought to light.
18So listen carefully, forwhoever haswill be givenmore, but whoever does not have,

even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.”
Jesus’ True Family

19Now Jesus’mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not get near him
because of the crowd.

20 So he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to
see you.”

21But he replied to them, “Mymother andmy brothers are those who hear the word
of God and do it.”
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Stilling of a Storm
22One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples and said to them, “Let’s go across to

the other side of the lake.” So they set out,
23and as they sailed he fell asleep. Now a violent windstorm came down on the lake,

and the boat started filling up with water, and they were in danger.
24 They came and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are about to die!” So he got

up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves; they died down, and it was calm.
25 Then he said to them, “Where is your faith?” But they were afraid and amazed,

saying to one another, “Who then is this? He commands even the winds and the water,
and they obey him!”

Healing of a Demoniac
26 So they sailed over to the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.
27As Jesus stepped ashore, a certain man from the townmet himwhowas possessed

by demons. For a long time this man had worn no clothes and had not lived in a house,
but among the tombs.

28When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before him, and shouted with a loud
voice, “Leaveme alone, Jesus, Son of theMost High God! I beg you, do not tormentme!”

29For Jesus had started commanding the evil spirit to come out of theman. (For it had
seized himmany times, so hewould be boundwith chains and shackles and kept under
guard. But he would break the restraints and be driven by the demon into deserted
places.)

30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion,” because many
demons had entered him.

31And they began to beg him not to order them to depart into the abyss.
32Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and the demonic spirits

begged Jesus to let them go into them. He gave them permission.
33 So the demons came out of the man and went into the pigs, and the herd of pigs

rushed down the steep slope into the lake and drowned.
34When the herdsmen sawwhat had happened, they ran off and spread the news in

the town and countryside.
35 So the people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus. They

found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed and
in his right mind, and they were afraid.

36Thosewho had seen it told themhow themanwho had been demon-possessed had
been healed.

37 Then all the people of the Gerasenes and the surrounding region asked Jesus to
leave them alone, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and left.

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus
sent him away, saying,

39 “Return to your home, and declare what God has done for you.” So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the whole townwhat Jesus had done for him.

Restoration andHealing
40Nowwhen Jesus returned, the crowdwelcomedhim, because theywere allwaiting

for him.
41 Then a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue, came up. Falling at

Jesus’ feet, he pleaded with him to come to his house,
42because he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying.
As Jesus was on his way, the crowds pressed around him.
43Now a woman was there who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve

years but could not be healed by anyone.
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44 She came up behind Jesus and touched the edge of his cloak, and at once the
bleeding stopped.

45 Then Jesus asked, “Who was it who touched me?” When they all denied it, Peter
said, “Master, the crowds are surrounding you and pressing against you!”

46But Jesus said, “Someone touchedme, for I know that powerhas gone out fromme.”
47When thewoman saw that she could not escapenotice, she came trembling and fell

down before him. In the presence of all the people, she explainedwhy she had touched
him and how she had been immediately healed.

48Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”
49While he was still speaking, someone from the synagogue ruler’s house came and

said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer.”
50But when Jesus heard this, he told him, “Do not be afraid; just believe, and she will

be healed.”
51 Now when he came to the house, Jesus did not let anyone go in with him except

Peter, John, and James, and the child’s father andmother.
52Now they were all wailing and mourning for her, but he said, “Stop your weeping;

she is not dead but asleep.”
53And they beganmaking fun of him, because they knew that she was dead.
54But Jesus gently took her by the hand and said, “Child, get up.”
55 Her spirit returned, and she got up immediately. Then he told them to give her

something to eat.
56 Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them to tell no one what had

happened.

9
1 After Jesus called the twelve together, he gave them power and authority over all

demons and to cure diseases,
2and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.
3 He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey – no staff, no bag, no bread, no

money, and do not take an extra tunic.
4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave the area.
5Wherever they do not receive you, as you leave that town, shake the dust off your

feet as a testimony against them.”
6 Then they departed and went throughout the villages, proclaiming the good news

and healing people everywhere.

Herod’s Confusion about Jesus
7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about everything that was happening, and he was

thoroughly perplexed, because some people were saying that John had been raised
from the dead,

8while others were saying that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the
prophets of long ago had risen.

9Herod said, “I had John beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?”
So Herod wanted to learn about Jesus.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
10When theapostles returned, they told Jesus everything theyhaddone. Thenhe took

themwith him and they withdrew privately to a town called Bethsaida.
11 But when the crowds found out, they followed him. He welcomed them, spoke to

them about the kingdom of God, and cured those who needed healing.
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12Now the day began to draw to a close, so the twelve came and said to Jesus, “Send
the crowd away, so they can go into the surrounding villages and countryside and find
lodging and food, because we are in an isolated place.”

13But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have no
more than five loaves and two fish – unless we go and buy food for all these people.”

14 (Now about five thousand men were there.) Then he said to his disciples, “Have
them sit down in groups of about fifty each.”

15 So they did as Jesus directed, and the people all sat down.
16 Then he took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven he gave

thanks and broke them. He gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd.
17 They all ate and were satisfied, and what was left over was picked up – twelve

baskets of broken pieces.
Peter’s Confession

18Once when Jesus was praying by himself, and his disciples were nearby, he asked
them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”

19They answered, “John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others that one of the
prophets of long ago has risen.”

20Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered, “The Christ
of God.”

21But he forcefully commanded them not to tell this to anyone,
22saying, “TheSonofManmust suffermany things andbe rejectedby the elders, chief

priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”
A Call to Discipleship

23 Then he said to them all, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he must deny
himself, take up his cross daily, and followme.

24Forwhoeverwants to save his lifewill lose it, butwhoever loses his life formy sake
will save it.

25 For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole world but loses or forfeits
himself?

26 For whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of
that person when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels.

27But I tell youmost certainly, there are some standing here whowill not experience
death before they see the kingdom of God.”

The Transfiguration
28 Now about eight days after these sayings, Jesus took with him Peter, John, and

James, and went up themountain to pray.
29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes

became very bright, a brilliant white.
30Then twomen, Moses and Elijah, began talking with him.
31 They appeared in glorious splendor and spoke about his departure that he was

about to carry out at Jerusalem.
32Now Peter and those with him were quite sleepy, but as they became fully awake,

they saw his glory and the twomen standing with him.
33Then as themenwere starting to leave, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us

to be here. Let usmake three shelters, one for you and one forMoses and one for Elijah”
– not knowing what he was saying.

34As hewas saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and theywere afraid
as they entered the cloud.
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35Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen
to him!”

36After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. So they kept silent and told no
one at that time anything of what they had seen.

Healing a Boywith an Unclean Spirit
37Now on the next day, when they had come down from themountain, a large crowd

met him.
38 Then a man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son – he is

my only child!
39A spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions and

causes him to foam at the mouth. It hardly ever leaves him alone, torturing him
severely.

40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.”
41 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and perverse generation! How much longer

must I be with you and endure you? Bring your son here.”
42As the boy was approaching, the demon threw him to the ground and shook him

with convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him
back to his father.

43Then they were all astonished at themighty power of God.
Another Prediction of Jesus’ Suffering
But while the entire crowd was amazed at everything Jesus was doing, he said to his

disciples,
44 “Take thesewords to heart, for the SonofMan is going to be betrayed into thehands

of men.”
45But they did not understand this statement; its meaning had been concealed from

them, so that they could not grasp it. Yet they were afraid to ask him about this
statement.

Concerning the Greatest
46 Now an argument started among the disciples as to which of them might be the

greatest.
47But when Jesus discerned their innermost thoughts, he took a child, had him stand

by his side,
48 and said to them, “Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and

whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me, for the one who is least among
you all is the one who is great.”

On the Right Side
49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and

we tried to stop him because he is not a disciple along with us.”
50But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for whoever is not against you is for you.”
Rejection in Samaria

51Nowwhen the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set out resolutely to go
to Jerusalem.

52He sentmessengers on ahead of him. As theywent along, they entered a Samaritan
village to make things ready in advance for him,

53 but the villagers refused to welcome him, because he was determined to go to
Jerusalem.

54Now when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us
to call fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”

55But Jesus turned and rebuked them,
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56and they went on to another village.

Challenging Professed Followers
57 As they were walking along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you

wherever you go.”
58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens and the birds in the sky have nests, but the Son

of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59 Jesus said to another, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury

my father.”
60 But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and

proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first letme say goodbye tomy family.”
62 Jesus said to him, “No onewho puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the

kingdom of God.”

10
1After this the Lord appointed seventy-twoothers and sent themonaheadof him two

by two into every town and place where he himself was about to go.
2He said to them, “Theharvest is plentiful, but theworkers are few. Therefore ask the

Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.
3Go! I am sending you out like lambs surrounded by wolves.
4Do not carry amoney bag, a traveler’s bag, or sandals, and greet no one on the road.
5Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘May peace be on this house!’
6And if a peace-loving person is there, your peace will remain on him, but if not, it

will return to you.
7 Stay in that same house, eating and drinking what they give you, for the worker

deserves his pay. Do not move around from house to house.
8Whenever you enter a town and the peoplewelcome you, eatwhat is set before you.
9Heal the sick in that townand say to them, ‘The kingdomofGodhas comeupon you!’
10 But whenever you enter a town and the people do not welcome you, go into its

streets and say,
11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you.

Nevertheless know this: The kingdom of God has come.’
12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town!
13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles done in you had

been done in Tyre they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
14But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment than for you!
15And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be thrown down

to Hades!
16 “The one who listens to you listens to me, and the one who rejects you rejects me,

and the one who rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”
17Then the seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons submit to

us in your name!”
18 So he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
19 Look, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions and on the full

force of the enemy, and nothing will hurt you.
20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your

names stand written in heaven.”
21 On that same occasion Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I praise you,

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise
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and intelligent, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your
gracious will.

22All things have been given tome bymy Father. No one knowswho the Son is except
the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son decides to
reveal him.”

23Then Jesus turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see
what you see!

24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings longed to see what you see but did not
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25Now an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what must I

do to inherit eternal life?”
26He said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you understand it?”
27The expert answered, “Love theLord yourGodwithall yourheart,with all your soul,

with all your strength, andwith all yourmind, and love your neighbor as yourself.”
28 Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
29But the expert, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “Andwho ismy neighbor?”
30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem and fell into the hands of

robbers, who stripped him, beat him up, and went off, leaving him half dead.
31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, but when he saw the injured

man he passed by on the other side.
32 So too a Levite, when he came up to the place and saw him, passed by on the other

side.
33But a Samaritanwhowas traveling came towhere the injuredmanwas, andwhen

he saw him, he felt compassion for him.
34Hewent up to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. Then

he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying,

‘Take care of him, andwhatever else you spend, I will repay youwhen I come back this
way.’

36Which of these three do you think became a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of the robbers?”

37The expert in religious law said, “The onewho showedmercy to him.” So Jesus said
to him, “Go and do the same.”

Jesus andMartha
38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village where a woman

namedMartha welcomed him as a guest.
39She had a sister namedMary,who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened towhat he said.
40But Martha was distracted with all the preparations she had to make, so she came

up to him and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do all the work
alone? Tell her to help me.”

41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about
many things,

42 but one thing is needed. Mary has chosen the best part; it will not be taken away
from her.”

11
1Now Jesuswas praying in a certain place. When he stopped, one of his disciples said

to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say:
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Father, may your name be honored;
may your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread,
4and forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And do not lead us into temptation.”

5Thenhesaid to them, “Supposeoneofyouhasa friend, andyougo tohimatmidnight
and say to him, ‘Friend, lendme three loaves of bread,

6because a friend ofmine has stopped herewhile on a journey, and I have nothing to
set before him.’

7Then he will reply from inside, ‘Do not bother me. The door is already shut, andmy
children and I are in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything.’

8 I tell you, even though theman insidewill not get up and give him anything because
he is his friend, yet because of the first man’s sheer persistence he will get up and give
himwhatever he needs.

9 “So I tell you: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and youwill find; knock, and the
door will be opened for you.

10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks, the door will be opened.

11What father among you, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead of
a fish?

12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
13 If you then, althoughyouare evil, knowhow togive goodgifts to your children, how

muchmore will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Jesus and Beelzebul

14Nowhewas casting out a demon thatwasmute. When the demonhad gone out, the
manwho had beenmute began to speak, and the crowds were amazed.

15But someof them said, “By the power of Beelzebul, the ruler of demons, he casts out
demons.”

16Others, to test him, began asking for a sign from heaven.
17 But Jesus, realizing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against

itself is destroyed, and a divided household falls.
18So if Satan too is divided against himself, howwill his kingdomstand? I ask you this

because you claim that I cast out demons by Beelzebul.
19 Now if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out?

Therefore they will be your judges.
20But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has already

overtaken you.
21When a strongman, fully armed, guards his own palace, his possessions are safe.
22But when a stronger man attacks and conquers him, he takes away the first man’s

armor onwhich theman relied and divides up his plunder.
23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me

scatters.
Response to Jesus’Work

24 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes through waterless places
looking for rest but not finding any. Then it says, ‘I will return to the home I left.’

25When it returns, it finds the house swept clean and put in order.
26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and

live there, so the last state of that person is worse than the first.”
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27 As he said these things, a woman in the crowd spoke out to him, “Blessed is the
womb that bore you and the breasts at which you nursed!”

28But he replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!”
The Sign of Jonah

29 As the crowds were increasing, Jesus began to say, “This generation is a wicked
generation; it looks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.

30For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be
a sign to this generation.

31 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the people of this
generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear
the wisdom of Solomon – and now, something greater than Solomon is here!

32 The people of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repentedwhen Jonahpreached to them –andnow, something
greater than Jonah is here!

Internal Light
33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a hidden place or under a basket, but on a

lampstand, so that those who come in can see the light.
34Your eye is the lampof your body. When your eye is healthy, yourwhole body is full

of light, but when it is diseased, your body is full of darkness.
35Therefore see to it that the light in you is not darkness.
36 If then your whole body is full of light, with no part in the dark, it will be as full of

light as when the light of a lamp shines on you.”
Rebuking the Pharisees and Experts in the Law

37 As he spoke, a Pharisee invited Jesus to have a meal with him, so he went in and
took his place at the table.

38 The Pharisee was astonished when he saw that Jesus did not first wash his hands
before themeal.

39But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and the
plate, but inside you are full of greed andwickedness.

40You fools! Didn’t the one whomade the outside make the inside as well?
41But give fromyourheart to those inneed, and then everythingwill be clean for you.
42 “But woe to you Pharisees! You give a tenth of your mint, rue, and every herb, yet

you neglect justice and love for God! But you should have done these things without
neglecting the others.

43 Woe to you Pharisees! You love the best seats in the synagogues and elaborate
greetings in themarketplaces!

44Woe to you! You are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without
realizing it!”

45 One of the experts in religious law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these
things you insult us too.”

46 But Jesus replied, “Woe to you experts in religious law as well! You load people
downwithburdensdifficult tobear, yet youyourselves refuse to touch theburdenswith
even one of your fingers!

47Woe to you! You build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed.
48 So you testify that you approve of the deeds of your ancestors, because they killed

the prophets and you build their tombs!
49For this reasonalso thewisdomofGod said, ‘Iwill send themprophets andapostles,

some of whom they will kill and persecute,’
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50 so that this generation may be held accountable for the blood of all the prophets
that has been shed since the beginning of the world,

51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar
and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this generation.

52Woe to you experts in religious law! You have taken away the key to knowledge!
You did not go in yourselves, and you hindered those whowere going in.”

53When he went out from there, the experts in the law and the Pharisees began to
oppose him bitterly, and to ask him hostile questions about many things,

54plotting against him, to catch him in something hemight say.

12
Fear God, Not People

1 Meanwhile, when many thousands of the crowd had gathered so that they were
trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, “Be on your guard
against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

2 Nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing is secret that will not be
made known.

3 So then whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you
have whispered in private rooms will be proclaimed from the housetops.

4 “I tell you,my friends, do not be afraid of thosewho kill the body, and after that have
nothingmore they can do.

5But I will warn you whom you should fear: Fear the one who, after the killing, has
authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!

6Aren’t five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten before
God.

7 In fact, even thehairs onyourheadare all numbered. Donot beafraid; youaremore
valuable thanmany sparrows.

8 “I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge before God’s angels.

9But the one who denies me before menwill be denied before God’s angels.
10And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the

person who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
11But when they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do

not worry about how you shouldmake your defense or what you should say,
12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment what youmust say.”
The Parable of the Rich Landowner

13 Then someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance withme.”

14But Jesus said to him, “Man, whomademe a judge or arbitrator between you two?”
15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and guard yourself from all types of greed,

because one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
16He then told themaparable: “The landof a certain richmanproduced anabundant

crop,
17 so he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’
18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and

there I will store all my grain andmy goods.
19And I will say tomyself, “You have plenty of goods stored up formany years; relax,

eat, drink, celebrate!” ’
20ButGod said to him, ‘You fool! This verynight your lifewill be demandedback from

you, but whowill get what you have prepared for yourself?’
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21 So it is with the one who stores up riches for himself, but is not rich toward God.”
Exhortation Not toWorry

22Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.

23For there is more to life than food, andmore to the body than clothing.
24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn, yet

God feeds them. Howmuchmore valuable are you than the birds!
25Andwhich of you by worrying can add an hour to his life?
26So if you cannot do such a very little thing as this, why do youworry about the rest?
27 Consider how the flowers grow; they do not work or spin. Yet I tell you, not even

Solomon in all his glory was clothed like one of these!
28And if this is how God clothes the wild grass, which is here today and tomorrow is

tossed into the fire to heat the oven, how much more will he clothe you, you people of
little faith!

29So donot be overly concerned aboutwhat youwill eat andwhat youwill drink, and
do not worry about such things.

30 For all the nations of the world pursue these things, and your Father knows that
you need them.

31 Instead, pursue his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.
32“Donotbeafraid, littleflock, foryourFather iswell pleased togiveyou thekingdom.
33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide yourselves purses that do not

wear out – a treasure in heaven that never decreases, where no thief approaches and
nomoth destroys.

34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Call to Faithful Stewardship

35 “Get dressed for service and keep your lamps burning;
36be like peoplewaiting for theirmaster to come back from thewedding celebration,

so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.
37Blessed are those slaves whom their master finds alert when he returns! I tell you

the truth, hewill dress himself to serve, have them take their place at the table, andwill
come andwait on them!

38 Even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night and finds them alert,
blessed are those slaves!

39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.

40You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do
not expect him.”

41Then Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?”
42 The Lord replied, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master

puts in charge of his household servants, to give them their allowance of food at the
proper time?

43Blessed is that slave whom his master finds at work when he returns.
44 I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of all his possessions.
45But if that slave should say to himself, ‘My master is delayed in returning,’ and he

begins to beat the other slaves, bothmen andwomen, and to eat, drink, and get drunk,
46 then the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and

at an hour he does not foresee, andwill cut him in two, and assign him a place with the
unfaithful.

47That servantwhoknewhismaster’swill but didnot get ready or dowhat hismaster
asked will receive a severe beating.
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48But theonewhodidnotknowhismaster’swill anddid thingsworthyofpunishment
will receive a light beating. From everyone who has been given much, much will be
required, and from the one who has been entrusted with much, even more will be
asked.

Not Peace, but Division
49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth – and how I wish it were already kindled!
50 I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is finished!
51Doyou think I have come to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!
52For fromnow on therewill be five in one household divided, three against two and

two against three.
53 They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against

daughter and daughter againstmother,mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

Reading the Signs
54 Jesus also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at

once, ‘A rainstorm is coming,’ and it does.
55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’

and there is.
56Youhypocrites! You knowhow to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky,

but how can you not know how to interpret the present time?
Clear the Debts

57 “Andwhy don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?
58As you are going with your accuser before the magistrate, make an effort to settle

with him on the way, so that he will not drag you before the judge, and the judge hand
you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.

59 I tell you, you will never get out of there until you have paid the very last cent!”
13

1 Now there were some present on that occasion who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate hadmixed with their sacrifices.

2He answered them, “Do you think these Galileans were worse sinners than all the
other Galileans, because they suffered these things?

3No, I tell you! But unless you repent, you will all perish as well!
4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on them, do you

think they were worse offenders than all the others who live in Jerusalem?
5No, I tell you! But unless you repent you will all perish as well!”
Warning to Israel to Bear Fruit

6 Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none.

7So he said to theworkerwho tended the vineyard, ‘For three years now, I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and each time I inspect it I find none. Cut it down! Why
should it continue to deplete the soil?’

8But the worker answered him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year too, until I dig around it
and put fertilizer on it.

9Then if it bears fruit next year, very well, but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”
Healing on the Sabbath

10Now hewas teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath,
11 and a woman was there who had been disabled by a spirit for eighteen years. She

was bent over and could not straighten herself up completely.
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12When Jesus saw her, he called her to him and said, “Woman, you are freed from
your infirmity.”

13Then he placed his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised
God.

14 But the president of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath, said to the crowd, “There are six days onwhichwork should be done! So come
and be healed on those days, and not on the Sabbath day.”

15Then the Lord answeredhim, “Youhypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath
untie his ox or his donkey from its stall, and lead it to water?

16 Then shouldn’t this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for
eighteen long years, be released from this imprisonment on the Sabbath day?”

17When he said this all his adversaries were humiliated, but the entire crowd was
rejoicing at all the wonderful things he was doing.

On the Kingdom of God
18Thus Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? To what should I compare it?
19 It is like a mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden. It grew and

became a tree, and the wild birds nested in its branches.”
20Again he said, “To what should I compare the kingdom of God?
21 It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three measures of flour until all

the dough had risen.”
The NarrowDoor

22 Then Jesus traveled throughout towns and villages, teaching and making his way
toward Jerusalem.

23 Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” So he said to them,
24 “Exert every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will

try to enter and will not be able to.
25Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, then you will stand outside

and start to knock on the door and beg him, ‘Lord, let us in!’ But he will answer you, ‘I
don’t knowwhere you come from.’

26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in
our streets.’

27 But he will reply, ‘I don’t know where you come from! Go away from me, all you
evildoers!’

28There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves thrown out.

29Thenpeoplewill come fromeast andwest, and fromnorthand south, and take their
places at the banquet table in the kingdom of God.

30But indeed, some are last whowill be first, and some are first whowill be last.”
Going to Jerusalem

31 At that time, some Pharisees came up and said to Jesus, “Get away from here,
because Herod wants to kill you.”

32 But he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Look, I am casting out demons and
performinghealings todayand tomorrow, andon the thirdday Iwill completemywork.

33Nevertheless I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the next day, because
it is impossible that a prophet should be killed outside Jerusalem.’

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those who are sent
to you! How often I have longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, but you would have none of it!

35 Look, your house is forsaken! And I tell you, you will not see me until you say,
‘Blessed is the onewho comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”
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14
1Now one Sabbath when Jesus went to dine at the house of a leader of the Pharisees,

they were watching him closely.
2There right in front of himwas aman suffering from dropsy.
3 So Jesus asked the experts in religious law and the Pharisees, “Is it lawful to heal on

the Sabbath or not?”
4 But they remained silent. So Jesus took hold of the man, healed him, and sent him

away.
5Then he said to them, “Which of you, if you have a son or an ox that has fallen into a

well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?”
6But they could not reply to this.
On Seeking Seats of Honor

7 Then when Jesus noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a
parable. He said to them,

8“Whenyouare invitedby someone to awedding feast, donot take theplace of honor,
because a personmore distinguished than youmay have been invited by your host.

9 So the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your
place.’ Then, ashamed, you will begin to move to the least important place.

10But when you are invited, go and take the least important place, so that when your
host approaches he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up here to a better place.’ Then you
will be honored in the presence of all who share themeal with you.

11Foreveryonewhoexalts himselfwill behumbled, but theonewhohumbleshimself
will be exalted.”

12Hesaid also to themanwhohad invitedhim, “Whenyouhost adinner or abanquet,
don’t invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors so you can
be invited by them in return and get repaid.

13 But when you host an elaborate meal, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and
the blind.

14Then you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at
the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Parable of the Great Banquet
15 When one of those at the meal with Jesus heard this, he said to him, “Blessed is

everyone whowill feast in the kingdom of God!”
16But Jesus said to him, “Aman once gave a great banquet and invitedmany guests.
17 At the time for the banquet he sent his slave to tell those who had been invited,

‘Come, because everything is now ready.’
18But one after another they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have

bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please excuseme.’
19Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going out to examine them.

Please excuseme.’
20Another said, ‘I just got married, and I cannot come.’
21 So the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then the master of the

household was furious and said to his slave, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and alleys
of the city, and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’

22Then the slave said, ‘Sir, what you instructed has been done, and there is still room.’
23So themaster said to his slave, ‘Go out to the highways and country roads and urge

people to come in, so that my house will be filled.
24For I tell you, not oneof those individualswhowere invitedwill tastemybanquet!’ ”
Counting the Cost

25Now large crowds were accompanying Jesus, and turning to them he said,
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26 “If anyone comes tome and does not hate his own father andmother, andwife and
children, and brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot bemy disciple.

27Whoever does not carry his own cross and followme cannot bemy disciple.
28 For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t sit down first and compute the

cost to see if he has enoughmoney to complete it?
29Otherwise,whenhehas laid a foundation and is not able to finish the tower, allwho

see it will begin to make fun of him.
30They will say, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish!’
31Or what king, going out to confront another king in battle, will not sit down first

and determine whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one coming against
himwith twenty thousand?

32 If he cannot succeed, hewill send a representativewhile the other is still a longway
off and ask for terms of peace.

33 In the sameway therefore not one of you canbemydisciple if he does not renounce
all his own possessions.

34 “Salt is good, but if salt loses its flavor, how can its flavor be restored?
35 It is of no value for the soil or for the manure pile; it is to be thrown out. The one

who has ears to hear had better listen!”
15

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming to hear him.
2But the Pharisees and the experts in the lawwere complaining, “Thismanwelcomes

sinners and eats with them.”
3 So Jesus told them this parable:
4 “Which one of you, if he has a hundred sheep and loses one of them,would not leave

the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go look for the one that is lost until he finds it?
5Thenwhen he has found it, he places it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 Returning home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, telling them, ‘Rejoice

withme, because I have foundmy sheep that was lost.’
7 I tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who

repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need to repent.
8 “Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one of them, does not light a

lamp, sweep the house, and search thoroughly until she finds it?
9 Then when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,

‘Rejoice withme, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’
10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels over one

sinner who repents.”
The Parable of the Compassionate Father

11Then Jesus said, “Aman had two sons.
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that

will belong to me.’ So he divided his assets between them.
13After a fewdays, the younger son gathered together all he had and left on a journey

to a distant country, and there he squandered his wealth with a wild lifestyle.
14Then after he had spent everything, a severe famine took place in that country, and

he began to be in need.
15 So he went and worked for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his

fields to feed pigs.
16 He was longing to eat the carob pods the pigs were eating, but no one gave him

anything.



Luke 15:17 1298 Luke 16:8

17 But when he came to his senses he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers
have food enough to spare, but here I am dying from hunger!

18 I will get up and go to my father and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you.

19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
workers.” ’

20So he got up andwent to his father. But while hewas still a longway fromhome his
father saw him, and his heart went out to him; he ran and hugged his son and kissed
him.

21 Then his son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Hurry! Bring the best robe, and put it on him! Put
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet!

23Bring the fattened calf and kill it! Let us eat and celebrate,
24because this son ofminewas dead, and is alive again – hewas lost and is found!’ So

they began to celebrate.
25“Nowhis older sonwas in thefield. Ashe cameandapproached thehouse, heheard

music and dancing.
26 So he called one of the slaves and asked what was happening.
27 The slave replied, ‘Your brother has returned, and your father has killed the

fattened calf because he got his son back safe and sound.’
28 But the older son became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and

appealed to him,
29but he answered his father, ‘Look! Thesemany years I have worked like a slave for

you, and I never disobeyed your commands. Yet you never gaveme even a goat so that
I could celebrate withmy friends!

30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your assets with
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’

31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything that
belongs to me is yours.

32 It was appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for your brotherwas dead, and is alive;
he was lost and is found.’ ”

16
1 Jesus also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who was informed of

accusations that his manager was wasting his assets.
2 So he called the manager in and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Turn in

the account of your administration, because you can no longer bemymanager.’
3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What should I do, since my master is taking my

position away fromme? I’mnot strong enough to dig, and I’m too ashamed to beg.
4 I know what to do so that when I am put out of management, people will welcome

me into their homes.’
5 So he contacted his master’s debtors one by one. He asked the first, ‘How much do

you owemymaster?’
6The man replied, ‘A hundred measures of olive oil.’ The manager said to him, ‘Take

your bill, sit down quickly, and write fifty.’
7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ The second man replied, ‘A

hundredmeasuresofwheat.’ Themanager said tohim, ‘Takeyourbill, andwriteeighty.’
8Themaster commended the dishonest manager because he acted shrewdly. For the

people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their contemporaries than the
people of light.
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9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by how you use worldly wealth, so that
when it runs out you will be welcomed into the eternal homes.

10 “The one who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and the one who is
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.

11 If then you haven’t been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, whowill entrust
you with the true riches?

12 And if you haven’t been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give
you your own ?

13No servant can serve twomasters, for either hewill hate the one and love the other,
orhewill bedevoted to theoneanddespise theother. Youcannot serveGodandmoney.”

MoreWarnings about the Pharisees
14The Pharisees (who lovedmoney) heard all this and ridiculed him.
15But Jesus said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in men’s eyes, but

God knows your hearts. For what is highly prized among men is utterly detestable in
God’s sight.

16 “The lawand the prophetswere in force until John; since then, the goodnews of the
kingdom of God has been proclaimed, and everyone is urged to enter it.

17But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one tiny stroke of a letter
in the law to become void.

18 “Everyonewho divorces his wife andmarries someone else commits adultery, and
the one whomarries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.

The RichMan and Lazarus
19 “There was a rich man who dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted

sumptuously every day.
20But at his gate lay a poorman named Lazarus whose bodywas coveredwith sores,
21who longed to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. In addition, the dogs came

and licked his sores.
22 “Now the poorman died andwas carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich

man also died andwas buried.
23 And in hell, as he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far off with

Lazarus at his side.
24 So he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the

tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in anguish in this fire.’
25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that in your lifetime you received your good

things and Lazarus likewise bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
anguish.

26Besides all this, a great chasmhas been fixed between us, so that thosewhowant to
cross over from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’

27 So the richman said, ‘Then I beg you, father – send Lazarus to my father’s house
28 (for I have five brothers) to warn them so that they don’t come into this place of

torment.’
29But Abrahamsaid, ‘They haveMoses and the prophets; theymust respond to them.’
30Then the richman said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to

them, they will repent.’
31He replied to him, ‘If they do not respond to Moses and the prophets, they will not

be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
17

1 Jesus said to his disciples, “Stumbling blocks are sure to come, but woe to the one
through whom they come!
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2 It would be better for him to have a millstone tied around his neck and be thrown
into the sea than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin.

3Watch yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him.
4 Even if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times returns to you

saying, ‘I repent,’ youmust forgive him.”
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6So the Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of amustard seed, you could say to this

black mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled out by the roots and planted in the sea,’ and it would
obey you.

7 “Would any one of you say to your slave who comes in from the field after plowing
or shepherding sheep, ‘Come at once and sit down for ameal’?

8Won’t themaster instead say to him, ‘Getmy dinner ready, andmake yourself ready
to servemewhile I eat and drink. Then youmay eat and drink’?

9Hewon’t thank the slave because he did what he was told, will he?
10Soyou too,whenyouhavedoneeverythingyouwere commanded todo, should say,

‘We are slaves undeserving of special praise; we have only done what was our duty.’ ”
The Grateful Leper

11 Now on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was passing along between Samaria and
Galilee.

12Ashewasenteringavillage, tenmenwith leprosymethim. Theystoodatadistance,
13 raised their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, havemercy on us.”
14When he saw them he said, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they

went along, they were cleansed.
15 Then one of them, when he saw he was healed, turned back, praising God with a

loud voice.
16He fell with his face to the ground at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. (Now he was a

Samaritan.)
17Then Jesus said, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?
18Was no one found to turn back and give praise to God except this foreigner?”
19Then he said to theman, “Get up and go your way. Your faith has made you well.”
The Coming of the Kingdom

20Now at one point the Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God was coming,
so he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed,

21nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is in
yourmidst.”

The Coming of the Son ofMan
22Then he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when youwill desire to see one

of the days of the Son of Man, and youwill not see it.
23 Then people will say to you, ‘Look, there he is!’ or ‘Look, here he is!’ Do not go out

or chase after them.
24For just like the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so

will the Son of Man be in his day.
25But first hemust suffermany things and be rejected by this generation.
26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son of Man.
27 People were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being

given in marriage – right up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and
destroyed them all.

28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot, people were eating, drinking, buying,
selling, planting, building;
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29but on the day Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven
and destroyed them all.

30 It will be the same on the day the Son of Man is revealed.
31On that day, anyone who is on the roof, with his goods in the house, must not come

down to take them away, and likewise the person in the fieldmust not turn back.
32Remember Lot’s wife!
33Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will preserve it.
34 I tell you, in that night there will be two people in one bed; one will be taken and

the other left.
35There will be two women grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other

left.”
36 *
37Then the disciples said to him, “Where, Lord?” He replied to them, “Where the dead

body is, there the vultures will gather.”
18

1 Then Jesus told them a parable to show them they should always pray and not lose
heart.

2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected
people.

3 There was also a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me
justice against my adversary.’

4For awhile he refused, but later onhe said to himself, ‘Though I neither fearGodnor
have regard for people,

5 yet because this widow keeps on bothering me, I will give her justice, or in the end
she will wear me out by her unending pleas.’ ”

6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unrighteous judge says!
7Won’t God give justice to his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he

delay long to help them?
8 I tell you, he will give them justice speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man

comes, will he find faith on earth?”
The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector

9 Jesus also told this parable to somewhowere confident that theywere righteous and
looked down on everyone else.

10“Twomenwentup to the temple topray, oneaPharisee and theother a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am

not like other people: extortionists, unrighteous people, adulterers – or even like this
tax collector.

12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.’
13The tax collector, however, stood far off andwould not even look up to heaven, but

beat his breast and said, ‘God, bemerciful to me, sinner that I am!’
14 I tell you that this man went down to his home justified rather than the Pharisee.

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

Jesus and Little Children
15Now people were even bringing their babies to him for him to touch. But when the

disciples saw it, they began to scold those who brought them.
16But Jesus called for the children, saying, “Let the little children come to me and do

not try to stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

* 17:36 [[EMPTY]]
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17 I tell you the truth, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will
never enter it.”

TheWealthy Ruler
18 Now a certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal

life?”
19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.
20You know the commandments: ‘Donot commit adultery, do notmurder, do not steal,

do not give false testimony, honor your father andmother.’ ”
21Theman replied, “I have wholeheartedly obeyed all these laws since my youth.”
22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you

have and give themoney to the poor, and youwill have treasure in heaven. Then come,
followme.”

23But when theman heard this he became very sad, for he was extremely wealthy.
24When Jesus noticed this, he said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom

of God!
25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of aneedle than for a richperson

to enter the kingdom of God.”
26Those who heard this said, “Thenwho can be saved?”
27He replied, “What is impossible for mere humans is possible for God.”
28And Peter said, “Look, we have left everything we own to follow you!”
29 Then Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, there is no one who has left home or

wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of God’s kingdom
30who will not receive many times more in this age – and in the age to come, eternal

life.”
Another Prediction of Jesus’ Passion

31 Then Jesus took the twelve aside and said to them, “Look, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will
be accomplished.

32For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; he will bemocked, mistreated, and spat
on.

33They will flog him severely and kill him. Yet on the third day he will rise again.”
34But the twelve understoodnone of these things. This sayingwas hidden from them,

and they did not grasp what Jesus meant.
Healing a BlindMan

35As Jesus approached Jericho, a blindmanwas sitting by the road begging.
36When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was going on.
37They told him, “Jesus the Nazarene is passing by.”
38 So he called out, “Jesus, Son of David, havemercy onme!”
39And thosewhowere in front scoldedhim to get him tobequiet, but he shouted even

more, “Son of David, havemercy onme!”
40So Jesus stopped and ordered the beggar to be brought to him. When theman came

near, Jesus asked him,
41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He replied, “Lord, let me see again.”
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.”
43And immediately he regained his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all

the people saw it, they too gave praise to God.

19
1 Jesus entered Jericho andwas passing through it.
2Now aman named Zacchaeus was there; he was a chief tax collector and was rich.
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3He was trying to get a look at Jesus, but being a short man he could not see over the
crowd.

4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, because Jesus
was going to pass that way.

5Andwhen Jesus came to that place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come
down quickly, because I must stay at your house today.”

6 So he came down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully.
7And when the people saw it, they all complained, “He has gone in to be the guest of

a manwho is a sinner.”
8 But Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, half of my possessions I

now give to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone of anything, I am paying back four
times as much!”

9Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this household, because he too
is a son of Abraham!

10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
The Parable of the TenMinas

11While the people were listening to these things, Jesus proceeded to tell a parable,
because he was near to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God
was going to appear immediately.

12 Therefore he said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to receive for himself a
kingdom and then return.

13 And he summoned ten of his slaves, gave them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do
business with these until I come back.’

14But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want
this man to be king over us!’

15Whenhereturnedafter receiving thekingdom,he summoned these slaves towhom
he had given themoney. He wanted to know howmuch they had earned by trading.

16So thefirst one camebeforehimand said, ‘Sir, yourminahasmade tenminasmore.’
17And the king said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! Because you have been faithful in

a very small matter, you will have authority over ten cities.’
18Then the second one came and said, ‘Sir, yourmina has made fiveminas.’
19 So the king said to him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’
20 Then another slave came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina that I put away for

safekeeping in a piece of cloth.
21For I was afraid of you, because you are a severeman. Youwithdrawwhat you did

not deposit and reap what you did not sow.’
22The king said to him, ‘I will judge you by your ownwords, youwicked slave! So you

knew, did you, that I was a severe man, withdrawing what I didn’t deposit and reaping
what I didn’t sow?

23Why then didn’t you put my money in the bank, so that when I returned I could
have collected it with interest?’

24And he said to his attendants, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who
has ten.’

25But they said to him, ‘Sir, he has tenminas already!’
26 ‘I tell you that everyonewho haswill be givenmore, but from the onewho does not

have, even what he has will be taken away.
27But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be their king, bring them

here and slaughter them in front of me!’ ”
The Triumphal Entry

28After Jesus had said this, he continued on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
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29Nowwhen he approached Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called theMount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples,

30 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. When you enter it, you will find a colt
tied there that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here.

31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”
32 So those whowere sent ahead found it exactly as he had told them.
33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying that

colt?”
34They replied, “The Lord needs it.”
35Then they brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt, and had Jesus get on it.
36As he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road.
37Asheapproached theroad leadingdownfromtheMountofOlives, thewhole crowd

ofhisdisciplesbegan to rejoiceandpraiseGodwitha loudvoice for all themightyworks
they had seen:

38 “ Blessed is the kingwho comes in the nameof the Lord! Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!”

39But someof thePharisees in the crowdsaid tohim, “Teacher, rebukeyourdisciples.”
40He answered, “I tell you, if they keep silent, the very stones will cry out!”
JesusWeeps for Jerusalem under Judgment

41Nowwhen Jesus approached and saw the city, he wept over it,
42saying, “If youhadonlyknownon thisday, evenyou, the things thatmake forpeace!
But now they are hidden from your eyes.
43 For the days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment

against you and surround you and close in on you from every side.
44 They will demolish you – you and your children within your walls – and they will

not leavewithin youone stoneon topof another, because youdidnot recognize the time
of your visitation from God.”

Cleansing the Temple
45Then Jesus entered the temple courts andbegan to drive out thosewhowere selling

things there,
46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘ Myhousewill beahouseof prayer,’ but you have

turned it into aden of robbers!”
47 Jesus was teaching daily in the temple courts. The chief priests and the experts in

the law and the prominent leaders among the people were seeking to assassinate him,
48but they could not find a way to do it, for all the people hung on his words.

20
1Nowone day, as Jesuswas teaching the people in the temple courts and proclaiming

the gospel, the chief priests and the experts in the lawwith the elders came up
2and said to him, “Tell us: By what authority are you doing these things? Or who it is

who gave you this authority?”
3He answered them, “I will also ask you a question, and you tell me:
4 John’s baptism –was it from heaven or from people?”
5 So they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say,

‘Why did you not believe him?’
6But if we say, ‘From people,’ all the people will stone us, because they are convinced

that John was a prophet.”
7 So they replied that they did not knowwhere it came from.
8Then Jesus said to them, “Neitherwill I tell youbywhose authority I do these things.”
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The Parable of the Tenants
9 Then he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, leased it

to tenant farmers, and went on a journey for a long time.
10When harvest time came, he sent a slave to the tenants so that theywould give him

his portion of the crop. However, the tenants beat his slave and sent him away empty-
handed.

11So he sent another slave. They beat this one too, treated himoutrageously, and sent
him away empty-handed.

12 So he sent still a third. They even wounded this one, and threw him out.
13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should I do? I will send my one dear

son; perhaps they will respect him.’
14 But when the tenants saw him, they said to one another, ‘This is the heir; let’s kill

him so the inheritance will be ours!’
15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of

the vineyard do to them?
16Hewill come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When the

people heard this, they said, “May this never happen!”
17But Jesus looked straight at themand said, “Thenwhat is themeaning of thatwhich

is written: ‘ The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?
18Everyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and the one on whom it

falls will be crushed.”
19 Then the experts in the law and the chief priests wanted to arrest him that very

hour, because they realized he had told this parable against them. But theywere afraid
of the people.

Paying Taxes to Caesar
20Then theywatched him carefully and sent spieswho pretended to be sincere. They

wanted to take advantage of what hemight say so that they could deliver him up to the
authority and jurisdiction of the governor.

21 Thus they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach correctly, and
show no partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.

22 Is it right for us to pay the tribute tax to Caesar or not?”
23But Jesus perceived their deceit and said to them,
24 “Show me a denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?” They said,

“Caesar’s.”
25So he said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the

things that are God’s.”
26Thus theywereunable in thepresenceof thepeople to traphimwithhisownwords.

And stunned by his answer, they fell silent.
Marriage and the Resurrection

27Now some Sadducees (who contend that there is no resurrection) came to him.
28They asked him, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a

wife but no children, thatmanmustmarry thewidowand father children for his brother*.
29Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died without

children.
30The second
31 and then the third married her, and in this same way all seven died, leaving no

children.
32Finally the woman died too.
33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For all seven had

married her.”
34 So Jesus said to them, “The people of this agemarry and are given inmarriage.
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35But those who are regarded as worthy to share in that age and in the resurrection
from the dead neither marry nor are given inmarriage.

36 In fact, they canno longer die, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God,
since they are sons of the resurrection.

37 But even Moses revealed that the dead are raised in the passage about the bush,
where he calls the Lord theGod |strong="G2316"ofAbrahamand theGodof Isaac
and the God of Jacob of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.

38Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live before him.”
39Then some of the experts in the law answered, “Teacher, you have spokenwell!”
40For they did not dare any longer to ask him anything.

TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
41But he said to them, “How is it that they say that the Christ is David’s son?
42For David himself says in the book of Psalms,

‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand,
43 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’

44 If David then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?”
JesusWarns the Disciples against Pride

45As all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples,
46 “Beware of the experts in the law. They likewalking around in long robes, and they

love elaborate greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and
the places of honor at banquets.

47They devourwidows’ property, and as a showmake long prayers. Theywill receive
amore severe punishment.”

21
1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box.
2He also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.
3He said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put in more than all of them.
4For they all offered their gifts out of their wealth. But she, out of her poverty, put in

everything she had to live on.”
The Signs of the End of the Age

5Nowwhile somewere speakingabout the temple, how itwasadornedwithbeautiful
stones and offerings, Jesus said,

6 “As for these things that you are gazing at, the days will come when not one stone
will be left on another. All will be torn down!”

7 So they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things happen? And what will be the
sign that these things are about to take place?”

8He said, “Watch out that you are notmisled. Formanywill come inmyname, saying,
‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them!

9And when you hear of wars and rebellions, do not be afraid. For these things must
happen first, but the end will not come at once.”

Persecution of Disciples
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom

against kingdom.
11 There will be great earthquakes, and famines and plagues in various places, and

there will be terrifying sights and great signs from heaven.
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12But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you, handing you over to the
synagogues andprisons. Youwill be brought before kings and governors because ofmy
name.

13This will be a time for you to serve as witnesses.
14Therefore be resolved not to rehearse ahead of time how tomake your defense.
15For I will give you the words along with the wisdom that none of your adversaries

will be able to withstand or contradict.
16Youwill be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and theywill

have some of you put to death.
17Youwill be hated by everyone because of my name.
18Yet not a hair of your head will perish.
19By your endurance you will gain your lives.
The Desolation of Jerusalem

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation
has come near.

21Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. Those who are inside the
city must depart. Those who are out in the country must not enter it,

22because these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written.
23Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing their babies in those

days! For there will be great distress on the earth and wrath against this people.
24Theywill fall by theedgeof the swordandbe ledawayascaptivesamongallnations.

Jerusalem will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled.

The Arrival of the Son ofMan
25 “And there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth nations

will be in distress, anxious over the roaring of the sea and the surging waves.
26Peoplewill be fainting from fear and from the expectation ofwhat is coming on the

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27Then they will see the Son ofMan arriving in a cloudwith power and great glory.
28 But when these things begin to happen, stand up and raise your heads, because

your redemption is drawing near.”
The Parable of the Fig Tree

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the other trees.
30When they sprout leaves, you see for yourselves and know that summer is now

near.
31 So also you, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God

is near.
32 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these things take

place.
33Heaven and earth will pass away, but mywords will never pass away.
Be Ready!

34 “But be on your guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day close down upon you
suddenly like a trap.

35For it will overtake all who live on the face of the whole earth.
36 But stay alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these

things that must happen, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
37 So every day Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, but at night he went and

stayed on theMount of Olives.
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38And all the people came to him early in the morning to listen to him in the temple
courts.

22
1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching.
2The chief priests and the experts in the lawwere trying to find someway to execute

Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.
3Then Satan entered Judas, the one called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve.
4He went away and discussed with the chief priests and officers of the temple guard

how hemight betray Jesus, handing him over to them.
5They were delighted and arranged to give himmoney.
6So Judasagreedandbegan looking foranopportunity tobetray Jesuswhennocrowd

was present.
The Passover

7 Then the day for the feast of Unleavened Bread came, on which the Passover lamb
had to be sacrificed.

8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us to eat.”
9They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?”
10He said to them, “Listen, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of

water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters,
11and tell the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room

where I may eat the Passover withmy disciples?” ’
12Then hewill show you a large furnished room upstairs. Make preparations there.”
13 So they went and found things just as he had told them, and they prepared the

Passover.
The Lord’s Supper

14Now when the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table and the apostles joined
him.

15And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before
I suffer.

16For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among

yourselves.
18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the

kingdom of God comes.”
19Then he took bread, and after giving thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying,

“This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
20And in the same way he took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is

poured out for you is the new covenant inmy blood.
A Final Discourse

21 “But look, the hand of the one who betrays me is withme on the table.
22 For the Son of Man is to go just as it has been determined, but woe to that man by

whom he is betrayed!”
23So they began to question one another as towhich of them it could possibly bewho

would do this.
24A dispute also started among them over which of them was to be regarded as the

greatest.
25 So Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in

authority over them are called ‘benefactors.’
26Not so with you; instead the one who is greatest among you must become like the

youngest, and the leader like the one who serves.
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27 For who is greater, the one who is seated at the table, or the one who serves? Is it
not the one who is seated at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.

28 “You are the ones who have remained withme inmy trials.
29Thus I grant to you a kingdom, just as my Father granted to me,
30 that youmay eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones

judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
31 “Simon, Simon, pay attention! Satan has demanded to have you all, to sift you like

wheat,
32 but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. When you have

turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
33But Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to gowith you both to prison and to death!”
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the roosterwill not crow todayuntil youhavedenied

three times that you knowme.”
35Then Jesus said to them, “When I sent you outwith nomoney bag, or traveler’s bag,

or sandals, you didn’t lack anything, did you?” They replied, “Nothing.”
36He said to them, “But now, the one who has amoney bagmust take it, and likewise

a traveler’s bag too. And the one who has no swordmust sell his cloak and buy one.
37 For I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘ And he was counted with

the transgressors.’ For what is written about me is being fulfilled.”
38 So they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” Then he told them, “It is enough.”
On theMount of Olives

39Then Jesuswentoutandmadehisway, ashecustomarilydid, to theMountofOlives,
and the disciples followed him.

40 When he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into
temptation.”

41Hewent away from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed,
42 “Father, if you arewilling, take this cup away fromme. Yet notmywill but yours be

done.”
43 [Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.
44And in his anguish he prayedmore earnestly, and his sweatwas like drops of blood

falling to the ground.]
45When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping,

exhausted from grief.
46 So he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you will not fall

into temptation!”
Betrayal and Arrest

47Whilehewas still speaking, suddenly a crowdappeared, and themannamed Judas,
one of the twelve, was leading them. He walked up to Jesus to kiss him.

48But Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Manwith a kiss?”
49When thosewhowere aroundhimsawwhatwas about to happen, they said, “Lord,

should we use our swords?”
50Then one of them struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his right ear.
51But Jesus said, “Enough of this!” And he touched theman’s ear and healed him.
52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders

whohad comeout to get him, “Haveyou comeoutwith swords and clubs like youwould
against an outlaw?

53Day after day when I was with you in the temple courts, you did not arrest me. But
this is your hour, and that of the power of darkness!”

Jesus’ Condemnation and Peter’s Denials
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54 Then they arrested Jesus, led him away, and brought him into the high priest’s
house. But Peter was following at a distance.

55When they had made a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together,
Peter sat down among them.

56Then a slave girl, seeing him as he sat in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This
manwas with him too!”

57But Peter denied it: “Woman, I don’t know him!”
58 Then a little later someone else saw him and said, “You are one of them too.” But

Peter said, “Man, I am not!”
59 And after about an hour still another insisted, “Certainly this man was with him,

because he too is a Galilean.”
60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” At that moment,

while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.
61Then the Lord turned and looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered theword

of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before a rooster crows today, you will deny me
three times.”

62And he went outside and wept bitterly.
63Now the men who were holding Jesus under guard began to mock him and beat

him.
64They blindfolded him and asked him repeatedly, “Prophesy! Who hit you?”
65They also said many other things against him, reviling him.
66When day came, the council of the elders of the people gathered together, both the

chief priests and the experts in the law. Then they led Jesus away to their council
67 and said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will

not believe,
68and if I ask you, you will not answer.
69But fromnowon the SonofManwill be seatedat the right hand of the power ofGod.”
70 So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” He answered them, “You say that I

am.”
71 Then they said, “Why do we need further testimony? We have heard it ourselves

from his own lips!”

23
1Then the whole group of them rose up and brought Jesus before Pilate.
2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man subverting our nation,

forbidding us to pay the tribute tax to Caesar and claiming that he himself is Christ, a
king.”

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He replied, “You say so.”
4ThenPilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I findnobasis for an accusation

against this man.”
5But they persisted in saying, “He incites the people by teaching throughout all Judea.

It started in Galilee and ended up here!”
Jesus Brought Before Herod

6Nowwhen Pilate heard this, he asked whether themanwas a Galilean.
7When he learned that he was from Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod,

who also happened to be in Jerusalem at that time.
8WhenHerod saw Jesus, hewas very glad, for hehad longdesired to seehim, because

he had heard about him andwas hoping to see him perform somemiraculous sign.
9 So Herod questioned him at considerable length; Jesus gave him no answer.
10The chief priests and the experts in the lawwere there, vehemently accusing him.
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11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then,
dressing him in elegant clothes, Herod sent him back to Pilate.

12 That very day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other, for prior to this
they had been enemies.

Jesus Brought Before the Crowd
13Then Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people,
14and said to them, “You broughtme thisman as onewhowasmisleading the people.

When I examinedhimbefore you, I did not find thisman guilty of anything you accused
him of doing.

15Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, he has done nothing deserving
death.

16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”
17 *
18But they all shouted out together, “Take this man away! Release Barabbas for us!”
19 (Thiswas amanwhohadbeen thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the

city, and for murder.)
20Pilate addressed them once again because he wanted to release Jesus.
21But they kept on shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”
22A third time he said to them, “Why? What wrong has he done? I have found him

guilty of no crime deserving death. I will therefore flog him and release him.”
23But theywere insistent, demandingwith loud shouts that he be crucified. And their

shouts prevailed.
24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted.
25Hereleased theman theyasked for,whohadbeen thrown inprison for insurrection

andmurder. But he handed Jesus over to their will.
The Crucifixion

26 As they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the
country. They placed the cross on his back andmade him carry it behind Jesus.

27 A great number of the people followed him, among them women who were
mourning andwailing for him.

28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me,
but weep for yourselves and for your children.

29For this is certain: The days are comingwhen theywill say, ‘Blessed are the barren,
the wombs that never bore children, and the breasts that never nursed!’

30Then they will begin to say to themountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’
31 For if such things are done when the wood is green, what will happen when it is

dry?”
32Two other criminals were also led away to be executed with him.
33 So when they came to the place that is called “The Skull,” they crucified him there,

along with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.
34 [But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.”]

Then they threw dice to divide his clothes.
35 The people also stood there watching, but the rulers ridiculed him, saying, “He

saved others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!”
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine,
37and saying, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!”
38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the king of the Jews.”

* 23:17 [[EMPTY]]



Luke 23:39 1312 Luke 24:9

39One of the criminals who was hanging there railed at him, saying, “Aren’t you the
Christ? Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation?

41Andwe rightly so, forwe are gettingwhatwedeserve forwhatwedid, but thisman
has done nothing wrong.”

42Then he said, “Jesus, remembermewhen you come in your kingdom.”
43And Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be withme in paradise.”
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the

afternoon,
45because the sun’s light failed. The temple curtain was torn in two.
46Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commitmy

spirit!” And after he said this he breathed his last.
47 Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he praised God and said,

“Certainly this manwas innocent!”
48And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they sawwhat had

taken place, returned home beating their breasts.
49Andall thosewhoknew Jesus stood at a distance, and thewomenwhohad followed

him from Galilee saw these things.

Jesus’ Burial
50Now there was aman named Josephwhowas amember of the council, a good and

righteous man.
51 (He had not consented to their plan and action.) He was from the Judean town of

Arimathea, and was looking forward to the kingdom of God.
52Hewent to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
53Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and placed it in a tomb cut out of

the rock, where no one had yet been buried.
54 It was the day of preparation and the Sabbath was beginning.
55 The women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee followed, and they saw the

tomb and how his body was laid in it.
56Then they returned and prepared aromatic spices and perfumes.
On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

24
1Nowon the first day of theweek, at early dawn, thewomenwent to the tomb, taking

the aromatic spices they had prepared.
2They found that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb,
3but when they went in, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.
4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood beside them in

dazzling attire.
5 The women were terribly frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, but the

men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?
6He is not here, but has been raised! Remember how he told you, while he was still

in Galilee,
7 that the Son ofManmust be delivered into the hands of sinfulmen, and be crucified,

and on the third day rise again.”
8Then the women remembered his words,
9 and when they returned from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and

to all the rest.
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10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
womenwith themwho told these things to the apostles.

11But thesewords seemed like pure nonsense to them, and they did not believe them.
12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb. He bent down and saw only the strips of linen

cloth; then he went home, wondering what had happened.

JesusWalks the Road to Emmaus
13Now that very day two of themwere on theirway to a village called Emmaus, about

sevenmiles from Jerusalem.
14They were talking to each other about all the things that had happened.
15While they were talking and debating these things, Jesus himself approached and

began to accompany them
16 (but their eyes were kept from recognizing him).
17Then he said to them, “What are thesematters you are discussing so intently as you

walk along?” And they stood still, looking sad.
18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to

Jerusalemwho doesn’t know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19He said to them, “What things?” “The things concerning Jesus the Nazarene,” they

replied, “amanwho,with his powerful deeds andwords, proved to be a prophet before
God and all the people;

20 and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be condemned to death,
and crucified him.

21 But we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. Not only
this, but it is now the third day since these things happened.

22 Furthermore, some women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb early
this morning,

23andwhen theydidnot findhis body, they cameback and said theyhad seen avision
of angels, who said he was alive.

24 Then some of those who were with us went to the tomb, and found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see him.”

25 So he said to them, “You foolish people – how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken!

26Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and enter into his glory?”
27Then beginning withMoses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things

written about himself in all the scriptures.
28 So they approached the village where they were going. He acted as though he

wanted to go farther,
29but they urged him, “Stay with us, because it is getting toward evening and the day

is almost done.” So he went in to stay with them.
30When he had taken his place at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed and

broke it, and gave it to them.
31At this point their eyes were opened and they recognized him. Then he vanished

out of their sight.
32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us while he was speaking

with us on the road, while he was explaining the scriptures to us?”
33So they got up that veryhour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the elevenand

those with them gathered together
34and saying, “The Lord has really risen, and has appeared to Simon!”
35Then they toldwhathadhappenedon the road, andhow they recognizedhimwhen

he broke the bread.
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JesusMakes a Final Appearance
36While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said to

them, “Peace be with you.”
37But they were startled and terrified, thinking they saw a ghost.
38 Then he said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your

hearts?
39 Look at my hands and my feet; it’s me! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have

flesh and bones like you see I have.”
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
41Andwhile they still could not believe it (because of their joy) and were amazed, he

said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”
42 So they gave him a piece of broiled fish,
43and he took it and ate it in front of them.
Jesus’ Final Commission

44Then he said to them, “These aremywords that I spoke to youwhile I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the
psalmsmust be fulfilled.”

45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the scriptures,
46and said to them, “Thus it standswritten that theChristwould suffer andwould rise

from the dead on the third day,
47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in his name to all

nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
48You are witnesses of these things.
49And look, I am sending youwhatmy Father promised. But stay in the city until you

have been clothed with power from on high.”
Jesus’Departure

50Then Jesus led themout as far as Bethany, and lifting uphis hands, he blessed them.
51Now during the blessing he departed andwas taken up into heaven.
52 So they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalemwith great joy,
53andwere continually in the temple courts blessing God.
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John

The Prologue to the Gospel
1 In the beginningwas theWord, and theWordwaswith God, and theWordwas fully

God.
2TheWord was with God in the beginning.
3All things were created by him, and apart from him not one thing was created that

has been created.
4 In himwas life, and the life was the light of mankind.
5And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness has not mastered it.
6Aman came, sent from God, whose namewas John.
7 He came as a witness to testify about the light, so that everyone might believe

through him.
8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify about the light.
9The true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was created by him, but the world did not

recognize him.
11He came to what was his own, but his own people did not receive him.
12But to all who have received him – thosewho believe in his name – he has given the

right to become God’s children
13 – children not born by human parents or by human desire or a husband’s decision,

but by God.
14Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We saw his glory –

the glory of the one and only, full of grace and truth, who came from the Father.
15 John testified about him and shouted out, “This onewas the one aboutwhom I said,

‘Hewho comes after me is greater than I am, because he existed before me.’ ”
16For we have all received from his fullness one gracious gift after another.
17For the lawwasgiven throughMoses, but grace and truth cameabout through Jesus

Christ.
18No one has ever seen God. The only one, himself God, who is in closest fellowship

with the Father, has made God known.
The Testimony of John the Baptist

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”

20He confessed – he did not deny but confessed – “I am not the Christ!”
21 So they asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not!” “Are

you the Prophet?” He answered, “No!”
22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Tell us so thatwe can give an answer to those

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 John said, “I am the voice of one shouting in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way

for the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.”
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. )
25So they asked John, “Why thenare youbaptizing if youarenot theChrist, norElijah,

nor the Prophet?”
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do

not recognize,
27who is coming after me. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandal!”
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28 These things happened in Bethany across the Jordan River where John was
baptizing.

29On the next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world!

30This is the one about whom I said, ‘Afterme comes amanwho is greater than I am,
because he existed before me.’

31 I didnot recognizehim, but I camebaptizingwithwater so thathecouldbe revealed
to Israel.”

32 Then John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending like a dove from heaven, and it
remained on him.

33 And I did not recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said
to me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining – this is the one
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’

34 I have both seen and testified that this man is the Chosen One of God.”
35Again the next day Johnwas standing there with two of his disciples.
36Gazing at Jesus as he walked by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
37When John’s two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus turnedaroundandsawthemfollowingandsaid to them, “Whatdoyouwant?”

So they said to him, “Rabbi” (which is translated Teacher), “where are you staying?”
39 Jesus answered, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was

staying, and they stayed with him that day. Now it was about four o’clock in the
afternoon.

Andrew’s Declaration
40Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two disciples who heard what

John said and followed Jesus.
41He first found his own brother Simon and told him, “We have found the Messiah!”

(which is translated Christ).
42Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, the

son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
The Calling ofMore Disciples

43On the next day Jesuswanted to set out for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Followme.”

44 (Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the town of Andrew and Peter.)
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about

in the law, and the prophets also wrote about – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
46 Nathanael replied, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip replied,

“Come and see.”
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and exclaimed, “Look, a true Israelite in

whom there is no deceit!”
48Nathanael asked him, “How do you knowme?” Jesus replied, “Before Philip called

you, when youwere under the fig tree, I saw you.”
49Nathanael answeredhim, “Rabbi, youare theSonofGod; youare thekingof Israel!”
50 Jesus said to him, “Because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you

believe? Youwill see greater things than these.”
51He continued, “I tell all of you the solemn truth – you will see heaven opened and

the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

2
1 Now on the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was

there,
2and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding.



John 2:3 1317 John 3:2

3When the wine ran out, Jesus’mother said to him, “They have no wine left.”
4 Jesus replied, “Woman, why are you saying this to me? My time has not yet come.”
5His mother told the servants, “Whatever he tells you, do it.”
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washing, each

holding twenty or thirty gallons.
7 Jesus told the servants, “Fill the water jars with water.” So they filled them up to the

very top.
8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the head steward,” and they

did.
9When the head steward tasted thewater that had been turned towine, not knowing

where it came from (though the servantswhohaddrawn thewater knew), he called the
bridegroom

10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the cheaper wine
when the guests are drunk. You have kept the good wine until now!”

11 Jesus did this as the first of his miraculous signs, in Cana of Galilee. In this way he
revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

Cleansing the Temple
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his

disciples, and they stayed there a few days.
13Now the Jewish feast of Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14
He found in the temple courts thosewhowere selling oxen and sheep and doves, and

themoney changers sitting at tables.
15 So he made a whip of cords and drove them all out of the temple courts, with the

sheep and the oxen. He scattered the coins of themoney changers and overturned their
tables.

16 To those who sold the doves he said, “Take these things away from here! Do not
makemy Father’s house amarketplace!”

17His disciples remembered that it was written, “ Zeal for your housewill devourme.”
18 So then the Jewish leaders responded, “What sign can you show us, since you are

doing these things?”
19 Jesus replied, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up again.”
20Then the Jewish leaders said to him, “This temple has been under construction for

forty-six years, and are you going to raise it up in three days?”
21But Jesus was speaking about the temple of his body.
22 So after he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said

this, and they believed the scripture and the saying that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus at the Passover Feast
23Nowwhile Jesuswas in Jerusalemat the feast of thePassover,manypeoplebelieved

in his name because they saw themiraculous signs he was doing.
24But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people.
25He did not need anyone to testify about man, for he knewwhat was inman.

3
1Nowa certainman, a Pharisee namedNicodemus, whowas amember of the Jewish

ruling council,
2 came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who

has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs that you do unless
God is with him.”
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3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born from above, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter
his mother’s womb and be born a second time, can he?”

5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born of water and
spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘Youmust all be born from above.’
8Thewind blowswherever it will, and you hear the sound it makes, but do not know

where it comes from and where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

9Nicodemus replied, “How can these things be?”
10 Jesus answered, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you don’t understand these

things?
11 I tell you the solemn truth, we speak about what we know and testify about what

we have seen, but you people do not accept our testimony.
12 If I have told you people about earthly things and you don’t believe, how will you

believe if I tell you about heavenly things?
13No one has ascended into heaven except the onewho descended fromheaven – the

Son of Man.
14 Just asMoses lifted up the serpent in thewilderness, somust the Son ofManbe lifted

up,
15 so that everyone who believes in himmay have eternal life.”
16 For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that

everyone who believes in himwill not perish but have eternal life.
17ForGoddidnot sendhisSon into theworld tocondemntheworld, but that theworld

should be saved through him.
18The one who believes in him is not condemned. The one who does not believe has

been condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only
Son of God.

19Now this is the basis for judging: that the light has come into the world and people
loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil.

20For everyone who does evil deeds hates the light and does not come to the light, so
that their deeds will not be exposed.

21 But the one who practices the truth comes to the light, so that it may be plainly
evident that his deeds have been done in God.

Further Testimony About Jesus by John the Baptist
22 After this, Jesus and his disciples came into Judean territory, and there he spent

time with them andwas baptizing.
23 John was also baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there,

and people were coming to him and being baptized.
24 (For John had not yet been thrown into prison.)
25 Now a dispute came about between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew

concerning ceremonial washing.
26So they came to Johnand said tohim, “Rabbi, the onewhowaswith youon theother

side of the Jordan River, about whom you testified – see, he is baptizing, and everyone
is flocking to him!”

27 John replied, “No one can receive anything unless it has been given to him from
heaven.

28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but rather, ‘I have been
sent before him.’
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29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who
stands by and listens for him, rejoices greatly when he hears the bridegroom’s voice.
This then is my joy, and it is complete.

30Hemust becomemore important while I become less important.”
31 The one who comes from above is superior to all. The one who is from the earth

belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven
is superior to all.

32He testifies about what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony.
33The onewho has accepted his testimony has confirmed clearly that God is truthful.
34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he does not give the

Spirit sparingly.
35The Father loves the Son and has placed all things under his authority.
36 The one who believes in the Son has eternal life. The one who rejects the Son will

not see life, but God’s wrath remains on him.

4
1 Now when Jesus knew that the Pharisees had heard that he was winning and

baptizingmore disciples than John
2 (although Jesus himself was not baptizing, but his disciples were),
3he left Judea and set out oncemore for Galilee.
ConversationWith a SamaritanWoman

4But he had to pass through Samaria.
5Nowhe came to a Samaritan town called Sychar, near the plot of land that Jacob had

given to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s well was there, so Jesus, since he was tired from the journey, sat right down

beside the well. It was about noon.
7A Samaritan woman came to drawwater. Jesus said to her, “Give me some water to

drink.”
8 (For his disciples had gone off into the town to buy supplies. )
9 So the Samaritan woman said to him, “How can you – a Jew – ask me, a Samaritan

woman, for water to drink?” (For Jews use nothing in commonwith Samaritans.)
10 Jesus answered her, “If you had known the gift of God andwho it is who said to you,

‘Giveme somewater to drink,’ youwouldhave askedhim, andhewouldhave given you
living water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said to him, “you have no bucket and thewell is deep; where then
do you get this living water?

12Surely you’re not greater than our ancestor Jacob, are you? For he gave us this well
and drank from it himself, along with his sons and his livestock.”

13 Jesus replied, “Everyone who drinks some of this water will be thirsty again.
14 But whoever drinks some of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty

again, but thewater that Iwill givehimwill become inhima fountainofwater springing
up to eternal life.”

15The woman said to him, “Sir, giveme this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have
to come here to drawwater.”

16He said to her, “Go call your husband and come back here.”
17 The woman replied, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “Right you are when

you said, ‘I have no husband,’
18 for you have had five husbands, and the man you are living with now is not your

husband. This you said truthfully!”
19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.
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20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you people say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.

22 You people worship what you do not know. We worship what we know, because
salvation is from the Jews.

23But a time is coming – and now is here –when the trueworshiperswill worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such people to be his worshipers.

24God is spirit, and the people whoworship himmust worship in spirit and truth.”
25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ);

“whenever he comes, he will tell us everything.”
26 Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”
The Disciples Return

27Now at that very moment his disciples came back. They were shocked because he
was speaking with a woman. However, no one said, “What do you want?” or “Why are
you speaking with her?”

28Then the woman left her water jar, went off into the town and said to the people,
29“Come, see amanwho toldmeeverything I ever did. Surely he can’t be theMessiah,

can he?”
30 So they left the town and began coming to him.
Workers for the Harvest

31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”
32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33 So the disciples began to say to one another, “No one brought him anything to eat,

did they?”
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do thewill of the onewho sentme and to complete

his work.
35Don’t you say, ‘There are fourmoremonths and then comes the harvest?’ I tell you,

look up and see that the fields are already white for harvest!
36 The one who reaps receives pay and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that the one

who sows and the one who reaps can rejoice together.
37For in this instance the saying is true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’
38 I sent you to reap what you did not work for; others have labored and you have

entered into their labor.”
The Samaritans Respond

39Nowmany Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the report of the
womanwho testified, “He told me everything I ever did.”

40Sowhen the Samaritans came to him, they began asking him to stay with them. He
stayed there two days,

41and because of his wordmanymore believed.
42 They said to the woman, “No longer do we believe because of your words, for we

have heard for ourselves, and we know that this one really is the Savior of the world.”
Onward to Galilee

43After the two days he departed from there to Galilee.
44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.)
45Sowhen he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him because they had seen all

the things he had done in Jerusalem at the feast (for they themselves had gone to the
feast).

Healing the Royal Official’s Son
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46Now he came again to Cana there was a certain royal official whose son was sick.
47Whenhe heard that Jesus had come back from Judea to Galilee, hewent to him and

begged him to come down and heal his son, whowas about to die.
48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders you will never

believe!”
49 “Sir,” the official said to him, “come down before my child dies.”
50 Jesus told him, “Go home; your sonwill live.” Theman believed theword that Jesus

spoke to him, and set off for home.
51While he was on his way down, his slaves met him and told him that his son was

going to live.
52So he asked them the timewhen his condition began to improve, and they told him,

“Yesterday at one o’clock in the afternoon the fever left him.”
53 Then the father realized that it was the very time Jesus had said to him, “Your son

will live,” and he himself believed along with his entire household.
54 Jesusdid this ashis secondmiraculous signwhenhe returned fromJudea toGalilee.

5
1After this there was a Jewish feast, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool called Bethzatha in Aramaic,

which has five covered walkways.
3 A great number of sick, blind, lame, and paralyzed people were lying in these

walkways.
4 *
5Now amanwas there who had been disabled for thirty-eight years.
6 When Jesus saw him lying there and when he realized that the man had been

disabled a long time already, he said to him, “Do youwant to becomewell?”
7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the

water is stirred up. While I am trying to get into the water, someone else goes down
there before me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up! Pick up yourmat and walk.”
9 Immediately the man was healed, and he picked up his mat and started walking.

(Now that day was a Sabbath.)
10 So the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and

you are not permitted to carry yourmat.”
11But he answered them, “Theman whomademe well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat

and walk.’ ”
12They asked him, “Who is themanwho said to you, ‘Pick up yourmat and walk’?”
13But the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped

out, since there was a crowd in that place.
14After this Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “Look, you have become

well. Don’t sin anymore, lest anything worse happen to you.”
15 The man went away and informed the Jewish leaders that Jesus was the one who

hadmade himwell.

Responding to Jewish Leaders
16Nowbecause Jesuswas doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began

persecuting him.
17 So he told them, “My Father is working until now, and I too amworking.”

* 5:4 [[EMPTY]]
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18For this reason the Jewish leaders were trying even harder to kill him, because not
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was also calling God his own Father, thus
making himself equal with God.

19So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, the Son can do nothing on his
own initiative, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does,
the Son does likewise.

20For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he does, andwill show him
greater deeds than these, so that you will be amazed.

21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life
to whomever he wishes.

22 Furthermore, the Father does not judge anyone, but has assigned all judgment to
the Son,

23so that all peoplewill honor the Son just as theyhonor the Father. The onewhodoes
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.

24“I tell you thesolemntruth, theonewhohearsmymessageandbelieves theonewho
sent me has eternal life andwill not be condemned, but has crossed over from death to
life.

25 I tell you the solemn truth, a time is coming – and is now here –when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.

26For just as the Father has life in himself, thus he has granted the Son to have life in
himself,

27and he has granted the Son authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of
Man.

28 “Do not be amazed at this, because a time is coming when all who are in the tombs
will hear his voice

29 and will come out – the ones who have done what is good to the resurrection
resulting in life, and the ones who have done what is evil to the resurrection resulting
in condemnation.

30 I can do nothing on my own initiative. Just as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is
just, because I do not seekmy ownwill, but the will of the one who sent me.

More Testimony About Jesus
31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true.
32There is anotherwho testifies aboutme, and I know the testimonyhe testifies about

me is true.
33You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.
34 (I do not accept human testimony, but I say this so that youmay be saved.)
35Hewas a lamp that was burning and shining, and youwanted to rejoice greatly for

a short time in his light.
36 “But I have a testimony greater than that from John. For the deeds that the Father

has assigned me to complete – the deeds I am now doing – testify about me that the
Father has sent me.

37And the Father who sentme has himself testified aboutme. You people have never
heard his voice nor seen his form at any time,

38nor do youhavehisword residing in you, because youdonot believe the onewhom
he sent.

39You study the scriptures thoroughly because you think in them you possess eternal
life, and it is these same scriptures that testify about me,

40but you are not willing to come tome so that youmay have life.
41 “I do not accept praise from people,
42but I know you, that you do not have the love of God within you.
43 I have come inmy Father’s name, and you do not acceptme. If someone else comes

in his own name, you will accept him.
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44 How can you believe, if you accept praise from one another and don’t seek the
praise that comes from the only God?

45 “Do not suppose that I will accuse you before the Father. The one who accuses you
is Moses, in whom you have placed your hope.

46 If you believedMoses, you would believeme, because he wrote about me.
47But if you do not believe what Moses wrote, howwill you believemywords?”

6
1After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (also called the Sea

of Tiberias).
2A large crowdwas following himbecause theywere observing themiraculous signs

he was performing on the sick.
3 So Jesus went on up themountainside and sat down there with his disciples.
4 (Now the Jewish feast of the Passover was near.)
5Then Jesus, when he looked up and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, said

to Philip, “Where can we buy bread so that these people may eat?”
6 (Now Jesus said this to test him, for he knewwhat he was going to do.)
7 Philip replied, “Two hundred silver coins worth of bread would not be enough for

them, for each one to get a little.”
8One of Jesus’ disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him,
9 “Here is a boy who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what good are these for

somany people?”
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” (Now there was a lot of grass in that place.)

So themen sat down, about five thousand in number.
11Then Jesus took the loaves, andwhenhe had given thanks, he distributed the bread

to those whowere seated. He then did the samewith the fish, as much as they wanted.
12 When they were all satisfied, Jesus said to his disciples, “Gather up the broken

pieces that are left over, so that nothing is wasted.”
13So they gathered themupandfilled twelvebasketswithbrokenpieces from thefive

barley loaves left over by the people who had eaten.
14Nowwhen the people saw themiraculous sign that Jesus performed, they began to

say to one another, “This is certainly the Prophet who is to come into the world.”
15 Then Jesus, because he knew they were going to come and seize him by force to

make him king, withdrew again up themountainside alone.

Walking onWater
16Nowwhen evening came, his disciples went down to the lake,
17 got into a boat, and started to cross the lake to Capernaum. (It had already become

dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.)
18By now a strong wind was blowing and the sea was getting rough.
19 Then, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they caught sight of Jesus

walking on the lake, approaching the boat, and they were frightened.
20But he said to them, “It is I. Do not be afraid.”
21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat came to the

land where they had been heading.
22 The next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the lake realized that

only one small boat had been there, and that Jesus had not boarded it with his disciples,
but that his disciples had gone away alone.

23 But some boats from Tiberias came to shore near the place where they had eaten
the bread after the Lord had given thanks.
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24Sowhen the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his discipleswere there, they got
into the boats and came to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

Jesus’Discourse About the Bread of Life
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, “Rabbi, when

did you get here?”
26 Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, you are looking for me not because you

sawmiraculous signs, but because you ate all the loaves of bread you wanted.
27Do not work for the food that disappears, but for the food that remains to eternal

life – the foodwhich the Son ofManwill give to you. For God the Father has put his seal
of approval on him.”

28So then they said to him, “Whatmustwe do to accomplish the deeds God requires?”
29 Jesus replied, “This is the deed God requires – to believe in the one whom he sent.”
30 So they said to him, “Then what miraculous sign will you perform, so that we may

see it and believe you? What will you do?
31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written, ‘He gave them

bread from heaven to eat.’ ”
32Then Jesus told them, “I tell you the solemn truth, it is notMoseswho has given you

the bread from heaven, but my Father is giving you the true bread from heaven.
33For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the

world.”
34 So they said to him, “Sir, give us this bread all the time!”
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. The one who comes to me will never go

hungry, and the one who believes inmewill never be thirsty.
36But I told you that you have seenme and still do not believe.
37Everyonewhom the Father givesmewill come tome, and the onewho comes tome

I will never send away.
38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one

who sent me.
39Now this is the will of the one who sent me – that I should not lose one person of

every one he has givenme, but raise them all up at the last day.
40For this is thewill ofmy Father – for everyonewho looks on the Son and believes in

him to have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”
41Then the Jews who were hostile to Jesus began complaining about him because he

said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven,”
42and they said, “Isn’t this Jesus the sonof Joseph,whose father andmotherweknow?

How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”
43 Jesus replied, “Do not complain about me to one another.
44No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise

him up at the last day.
45 It iswritten in theprophets, ‘And theywill all be taughtbyGod.’ Everyonewhohears

and learns from the Father comes to me.
46 (Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God – he has seen

the Father.)
47 I tell you the solemn truth, the one who believes has eternal life.
48 I am the bread of life.
49Your ancestors ate themanna in the wilderness, and they died.
50 This is the bread that has come down from heaven, so that a person may eat from

it and not die.
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats from this bread

he will live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
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52Then the Jewswhowere hostile to Jesus began to arguewith one another, “Howcan
this man give us his flesh to eat?”

53 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.

54The onewho eatsmyflesh and drinksmy blood has eternal life, and Iwill raise him
up on the last day.

55Formy flesh is true food, andmy blood is true drink.
56The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood resides inme, and I in him.
57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so the one who

consumesmewill live because of me.
58This is thebread that camedownfromheaven; it isnot like thebreadyourancestors

ate, but then later died. The one who eats this bread will live forever.”
Many Followers Depart

59 Jesus said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.
60 Then many of his disciples, when they heard these things, said, “This is a difficult

saying! Who can understand it?”
61When Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining about this, he said to

them, “Does this cause you to be offended?
62Thenwhat if you see the Son of Man ascending where he was before?
63 The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no help! The words that I

have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
64But there are some of youwho do not believe.” (For Jesus had already known from

the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray
him.)

65 So Jesus added, “Because of this I told you that no one can come to me unless the
Father has allowed him to come.”

Peter’s Confession
66After this many of his disciples quit following him and did not accompany him any

longer.
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You don’t want to go away too, do you?”
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words of

eternal life.
69We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God!”
70 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is the devil?”
71 (Now he said this about Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for Judas, one of the twelve,

was going to betray him.)

7
1 After this Jesus traveled throughout Galilee. He stayed out of Judea because the

Jewish leaders wanted to kill him.
2Now the Jewish feast of Tabernacles was near.
3 So Jesus’ brothers advised him, “Leave here and go to Judea so your disciples may

see yourmiracles that you are performing.
4 For no one who seeks to make a reputation for himself does anything in secret. If

you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.”
5 (For not even his own brothers believed in him.)
6So Jesus replied, “My time has not yet arrived, but you are ready at any opportunity!
7The world cannot hate you, but it hates me, because I am testifying about it that its

deeds are evil.
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8You go up to the feast yourselves. I amnot going up to this feast becausemy time has
not yet fully arrived.”

9When he had said this, he remained in Galilee.
10Butwhenhis brothers had gone up to the feast, then Jesus himself alsowent up, not

openly but in secret.
11 So the Jewish leaders were looking for him at the feast, asking, “Where is he?”
12Therewas a lot of grumbling about him among the crowds. Somewere saying, “He

is a goodman,” but others, “He deceives the common people.”
13However, no one spoke openly about him for fear of the Jewish leaders.

Teaching in the Temple
14When the feastwashalf over, Jesuswent up to the temple courts andbegan to teach.
15 Then the Jewish leaders were astonished and said, “How does this man know so

muchwhen he has never had formal instruction?”
16 So Jesus replied, “My teaching is not fromme, but from the one who sent me.
17 If anyonewants to doGod’swill, hewill knowaboutmy teaching,whether it is from

God or whether I speak frommy own authority.
18The person who speaks on his own authority desires to receive honor for himself;

the one who desires the honor of the one who sent him is a man of integrity, and there
is no unrighteousness in him.

19Hasn’tMoses given you the law? Yet not one of youkeeps the law! Whydoyouwant
to kill me?”

20The crowd answered, “You’re possessed by a demon! Who is trying to kill you?”
21 Jesus replied, “I performed onemiracle and you are all amazed.
22 However, because Moses gave you the practice of circumcision (not that it came

fromMoses, but from the forefathers), you circumcise amale child on the Sabbath.
23 But if a male child is circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses is not

broken, why are you angry with me because I made a man completely well on the
Sabbath?

24Do not judge according to external appearance, but judge with proper judgment.”
Questions About Jesus’ Identity

25 Then some of the residents of Jerusalem began to say, “Isn’t this the man they are
trying to kill?

26Yet here he is, speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to him. Do the rulers
really know that this man is the Christ?

27But we knowwhere this man comes from. Whenever the Christ comes, no onewill
knowwhere he comes from.”

28Then Jesus, while teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “You both knowme and
know where I come from! And I have not come on my own initiative, but the one who
sent me is true. You do not know him,

29but I know him, because I have come from him and he sent me.”
30 So then they tried to seize Jesus, but no one laid a hand on him, because his time

had not yet come.
31 Yet many of the crowd believed in him and said, “Whenever the Christ comes, he

won’t performmoremiraculous signs than this man did, will he?”
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things about Jesus, so the chief

priests and the Pharisees sent officers to arrest him.
33Then Jesus said, “Iwill bewith you for only a littlewhile longer, and then I amgoing

to the one who sent me.
34Youwill look for me but will not findme, and where I am you cannot come.”
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35Then the Jewish leaders said to one another, “Where is he going to go thatwe cannot
find him? He is not going to go to the Jewish people dispersed among the Greeks and
teach the Greeks, is he?

36What did he mean by saying, ‘You will look for me but will not findme, and where
I am you cannot come’?”

Teaching About the Spirit
37 On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood up and shouted out, “If

anyone is thirsty, let him come tome, and
38 let the one who believes in me drink. Just as the scripture says, ‘ From within him

will flow rivers of livingwater.’ ”
39 (Now he said this about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were going to

receive, for the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.)
Differing Opinions About Jesus

40When they heard these words, some of the crowd began to say, “This really is the
Prophet!”

41Others said, “This is theChrist!” But still others said, “No, for theChrist doesn’t come
from Galilee, does he?

42 Don’t the scriptures say that the Christ is a descendant of David and comes from
Bethlehem, the village where David lived?”

43 So there was a division in the crowd because of Jesus.
44 Some of themwere wanting to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him.
Lack of Belief

45 Then the officers returned to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them,
“Why didn’t you bring him back with you?”

46The officers replied, “No one ever spoke like this man!”
47Then the Pharisees answered, “You haven’t been deceived too, have you?
48None of the rulers or the Pharisees have believed in him, have they?
49But this rabble who do not know the law are accursed!”
50Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before and whowas one of the rulers, said,
51 “Our law doesn’t condemn aman unless it first hears from him and learns what he

is doing, does it?”
52 They replied, “You aren’t from Galilee too, are you? Investigate carefully and you

will see that no prophet comes from Galilee!”
AWoman Caught in Adultery

53 [[And each one departed to his own house.

8
1But Jesus went to theMount of Olives.
2Early in themorning he came to the temple courts again. All the people came to him,

and he sat down and began to teach them.
3 The experts in the law and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught

committing adultery. Theymade her stand in front of them
4and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this womanwas caught in the very act of adultery.
5 In the law Moses commanded us to stone to death such women. What then do you

say?”
6 (Now they were asking this in an attempt to trap him, so that they could bring

charges against him.) Jesus bent down andwrote on the groundwith his finger.
7 When they persisted in asking him, he stood up straight and replied, “Whoever

among you is guiltless may be the first to throw a stone at her.”
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8Then he bent over again andwrote on the ground.
9Nowwhen they heard this, they began to drift away one at a time, starting with the

older ones, until Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him.
10 Jesus stood up straight and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Did no one

condemn you?”
11 She replied, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn you either. Go, and

from now on do not sin anymore.”]]
Jesus as the Light of theWorld

12 Then Jesus spoke out again, “I am the light of the world. The one who follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

13 So the Pharisees objected, “You testify about yourself; your testimony is not true!”
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify aboutmyself,my testimony is true, because I know

where I came from and where I am going. But you people do not know where I came
from or where I am going.

15You people judge by outward appearances; I do not judge anyone.
16But if I judge, my evaluation is accurate, because I am not alone when I judge, but I

and the Father who sent me do so together.
17 It is written in your law that the testimony of twomen is true.
18 I testify about myself and the Father who sent me testifies about me.”
19 Then they began asking him, “Who is your father?” Jesus answered, “You do not

know either me ormy Father. If you knewme youwould knowmy Father too.”
20 (Jesus spoke thesewords near the offering boxwhile hewas teaching in the temple

courts. No one seized him because his time had not yet come.)
Where Jesus Came From andWhere He is Going

21Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will look for me but will
die in your sin. Where I am going you cannot come.”

22 So the Jewish leaders began to say, “Perhaps he is going to kill himself, because he
says, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ ”

23 Jesus replied, “You people are from below; I am from above. You people are from
this world; I am not from this world.

24 Thus I told you that you will die in your sins. For unless you believe that I am he,
you will die in your sins.”

25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus replied, “What I have told you from the
beginning.

26 I have many things to say and to judge about you, but the Father who sent me is
truthful, and the things I have heard from him I speak to the world.”

27 (They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father.)
28Then Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son ofMan, then youwill know that I am he,

and I do nothing onmy own initiative, but I speak just what the Father taught me.
29And the one who sent me is withme. He has not left me alone, because I always do

those things that please him.”
30While he was saying these things, many people believed in him.
Abraham’s Children and the Devil’s Children

31Then Jesus said to those Judeans who had believed him, “If you continue to follow
my teaching, you are really my disciples

32and youwill know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33 “We are descendants of Abraham,” they replied, “and have never been anyone’s

slaves! How can you say, ‘Youwill become free’?”
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34 Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, everyone who practices sin is a
slave of sin.

35The slave does not remain in the family forever, but the son remains forever.
36 So if the son sets you free, you will be really free.
37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. But you want to kill me, because my

teachingmakes no progress among you.
38 I am telling you the things I have seenwhilewith the Father; as for you, practice the

things you have heard from the Father!”
39They answered him, “Abraham is our father!” Jesus replied, “If you are Abraham’s

children, you would be doing the deeds of Abraham.
40 But now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth I heard from

God. Abraham did not do this!
41You people are doing the deeds of your father.”
Then they said to Jesus, “We were not born as a result of immorality! We have only

one Father, God himself.”
42 Jesus replied, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come from

God and am now here. I have not come onmy own initiative, but he sent me.
43Why don’t you understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot accept my

teaching.
44 You people are from your father the devil, and you want to do what your father

desires. Hewas amurderer from the beginning, and does not uphold the truth, because
there is no truth in him. Whenever he lies, he speaks according to his own nature,
because he is a liar and the father of lies.

45But because I am telling you the truth, you do not believeme.
46Who among you can prove me guilty of any sin? If I am telling you the truth, why

don’t you believeme?
47 The one who belongs to God listens and responds to God’s words. You don’t listen

and respond, because you don’t belong to God.”
48The Judeans replied, “Aren’t we correct in saying that you are a Samaritan and are

possessed by a demon?”
49 Jesus answered, “I am not possessed by a demon, but I honor my Father – and yet

you dishonorme.
50 I am not trying to get praise for myself. There is one who demands it, and he also

judges.
51 I tell you the solemn truth, if anyone obeys my teaching, he will never see death.”
52 Then the Judeans responded, “Now we know you’re possessed by a demon! Both

Abraham and the prophets died, and yet you say, ‘If anyone obeys my teaching, he will
never experience death.’

53You aren’t greater than our father Abraham who died, are you? And the prophets
died too! Who do you claim to be?”

54 Jesus replied, “If I glorifymyself, my glory is worthless. The onewho glorifiesme is
my Father, about whom you people say, ‘He is our God.’

55Yet you do not know him, but I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I
would be a liar like you. But I do know him, and I obey his teaching.

56Your father Abrahamwas overjoyed to see my day, and he saw it and was glad.”
57Then the Judeans replied, “Youarenot yetfiftyyearsold! HaveyouseenAbraham?”
58 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the solemn truth, beforeAbrahamcame intoexistence,

I am!”
59Then theypickedup stones to throwathim, but Jesushidhimself andwentout from

the temple area.
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1Now as Jesus was passing by, he saw amanwho had been blind from birth.
2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who committed the sin that caused him to be born

blind, this man or his parents?”
3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but he was born blind so

that the acts of Godmay be revealed through what happens to him.
4Wemust perform the deeds of the one who sent me as long as it is daytime. Night is

coming when no one can work.
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6Having said this, he spat on the ground and made some mud with the saliva. He

smeared themud on the blindman’s eyes
7 and said to him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated “sent”). So the

blindmanwent away andwashed, and came back seeing.
8Then the neighbors and the people who had seen him previously as a beggar began

saying, “Is this not themanwho used to sit and beg?”
9 Some people said, “This is the man!” while others said, “No, but he looks like him.”

Theman himself kept insisting, “I am the one!”
10 So they asked him, “How then were youmade to see?”
11He replied, “The man called Jesus made mud, smeared it on my eyes and told me,

‘Go to Siloam andwash.’ So I went and washed, and was able to see.”
12They said to him, “Where is that man?” He replied, “I don’t know.”
The Pharisees’ Reaction to the Healing

13They brought themanwho used to be blind to the Pharisees.
14 (Now the day onwhich Jesus made themud and caused him to see was a Sabbath.)
15 So the Pharisees asked him again how he had gained his sight. He replied, “He put

mud onmy eyes and I washed, and now I am able to see.”
16Thensomeof thePhariseesbegan to say, “Thisman isnot fromGod, becausehedoes

notobserve theSabbath.” Butothers said, “Howcanamanwho is a sinnerperformsuch
miraculous signs?” Thus there was a division among them.

17 So again they asked the man who used to be blind, “What do you say about him,
since he caused you to see?” “He is a prophet,” the man replied.

18Now the Jewish religious leaders refused to believe that he had really been blind
and had gained his sight until at last they summoned the parents of the man who had
become able to see.

19They asked the parents, “Is this your son, whomyou saywas born blind? Then how
does he now see?”

20 So his parents replied, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.
21But we do not know how he is now able to see, nor do we knowwho caused him to

see. Ask him, he is a mature adult. He will speak for himself.”
22 (His parents said these things because they were afraid of the Jewish religious

leaders. For the Jewish leaders had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus
to be the Christ would be put out of the synagogue.

23For this reason his parents said, “He is a mature adult, ask him.”)
24Then they summoned themanwho used to be blind a second time and said to him,

“Promise before God to tell the truth. We know that this man is a sinner.”
25 He replied, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. I do know one thing – that

although I was blind, now I can see.”
26Then they said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he cause you to see?”
27He answered, “I told you already and you didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it

again? You people don’t want to become his disciples too, do you?”
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28Theyheaped insults onhim, saying, “Youarehis disciple! Wearedisciples ofMoses!
29We know that God has spoken to Moses! We do not know where this man comes

from!”
30Theman replied, “This is a remarkable thing, that you don’t knowwhere he comes

from, and yet he causedme to see!
31Weknow thatGoddoesn’t listen to sinners, but if anyone is devout anddoeshiswill,

God listens to him.
32Never before has anyone heard of someone causing aman born blind to see.
33 If this manwere not from God, he could do nothing.”
34 They replied, “You were born completely in sinfulness, and yet you presume to

teach us?”
So they threw him out.

TheMan’s Response to Jesus
35 Jesus heard that they had thrownhimout, so he found themanand said to him, “Do

you believe in the Son of Man?”
36Theman replied, “Andwho is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
37 Jesus told him, “You have seen him; he is the one speaking with you.”
38 [He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
39 Jesus said,] “For judgment I have come into this world, so that thosewho do not see

may gain their sight, and the ones who seemay become blind.”
40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and asked him, “We are not

blind too, are we?”
41 Jesus replied, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin, but now because

you claim that you can see, your guilt remains.”

10
1 “I tell you the solemn truth, the one who does not enter the sheepfold by the door,

but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a robber.
2The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his

own sheep by name and leads them out.
4When he has brought all his own sheep out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep

follow him because they recognize his voice.
5They will never follow a stranger, but will run away from him, because they do not

recognize the stranger’s voice.”
6 Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand what he was saying to

them.
7 So Jesus said to them again, “I tell you the solemn truth, I am the door for the sheep.
8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to

them.
9 I am the door. If anyone enters through me, he will be saved, and will come in and

go out, and find pasture.
10The thief comesonly to steal andkill anddestroy; I have come so that theymayhave

life, andmay have it abundantly.
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12 The hired hand, who is not a shepherd and does not own sheep, sees the wolf

coming and abandons the sheep and runs away. So the wolf attacks the sheep and
scatters them.

13Because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep, he runs away.
14 “I am the good shepherd. I knowmy own andmy own knowme –
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15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay downmy life for the
sheep.

16 I have other sheep that do not come from this sheepfold. Imust bring them too, and
they will listen to my voice, so that there will be one flock and one shepherd.

17 This is why the Father loves me – because I lay down my life, so that I may take it
back again.

18 No one takes it away from me, but I lay it down of my own free will. I have
the authority to lay it down, and I have the authority to take it back again. This
commandment I received frommy Father.”

19Another sharpdivision tookplace among the Jewishpeoplebecauseof thesewords.
20Manyof themwere saying, “He is possessed by a demonandhas lost hismind! Why

do you listen to him?”
21Others said, “These are not the words of someone possessed by a demon. A demon

cannot cause the blind to see, can it?”

Jesus at the Feast of Dedication
22Then came the feast of the Dedication in Jerusalem.
23 It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple area in Solomon’s Portico.
24 The Jewish leaders surrounded him and asked, “How long will you keep us in

suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus replied, “I told you andyoudonot believe. The deeds I do inmyFather’s name

testify about me.
26But you refuse to believe because you are not my sheep.
27My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them, and they followme.
28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish; no one will snatch them from

my hand.
29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch

them frommy Father’s hand.
30The Father and I are one.”
31The Jewish leaders picked up rocks again to stone him to death.
32 Jesus said to them, “I have shown youmany good deeds from the Father. For which

one of them are you going to stoneme?”
33 The Jewish leaders replied, “We are not going to stone you for a good deed but for

blasphemy, because you, a man, are claiming to be God.”
34 Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘ I said, you are gods’?
35 If those people towhom theword of God camewere called ‘gods’ (and the scripture

cannot be broken),
36 do you say about the one whom the Father set apart and sent into the world, ‘You

are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?
37 If I do not perform the deeds of my Father, do not believeme.
38But if I do them, even if you do not believe me, believe the deeds, so that you may

come to know and understand that I am in the Father and the Father is in me.”
39Then they attempted again to seize him, but he escaped their clutches.
40 Jesus went back across the Jordan River again to the place where John had been

baptizing at an earlier time, and he stayed there.
41 Many came to him and began to say, “John performed no miraculous sign, but

everything John said about this manwas true!”
42Andmany believed in Jesus there.
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1NowacertainmannamedLazaruswas sick. Hewas fromBethany, thevillagewhere

Mary and her sister Martha lived.
2 (Now it was Mary who anointed the Lord with perfumed oil and wiped his feet dry

with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.)
3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, look, the one you love is sick.”
4When Jesus heard this, he said, “This sickness will not lead to death, but to God’s

glory, so that the Son of Godmay be glorified through it.”
5 (Now Jesus lovedMartha and her sister and Lazarus.)
6Sowhen he heard that Lazaruswas sick, he remained in the placewhere hewas for

twomore days.
7Then after this, he said to his disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”
8 The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish leaders were just now trying to stone you

to death! Are you going there again?”
9 Jesus replied, “Are there not twelve hours in a day? If anyone walks around in the

daytime, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
10But if anyone walks around at night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”
11After he said this, he added, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep. But I am going

there to awaken him.”
12Then the disciples replied, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.”
13 (Now Jesus had been talking about his death, but they thought he had been talking

about real sleep.)
14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died,
15and I am glad for your sake that I was not there, so that youmay believe. But let us

go to him.”
16 So Thomas (called Didymus ) said to his fellow disciples, “Let us go too, so that we

may die with him.”
SpeakingwithMartha andMary

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been in the tomb four days already.
18 (Now Bethany was less than twomiles from Jerusalem,
19 somany of the Jewish people of the regionhad come toMartha andMary to console

them over the loss of their brother.)
20 So whenMartha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary

was sitting in the house.
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will grant you.”
23 Jesus replied, “Your brother will come back to life again.”
24Martha said, “I know that he will come back to life again in the resurrection at the

last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me

will live even if he dies,
26and the one who lives and believes inmewill never die. Do you believe this?”
27 She replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God who comes

into the world.”
28 And when she had said this, Martha went and called her sister Mary, saying

privately, “The Teacher is here and is asking for you.”
29 So whenMary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him.
30 (Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still in the place where Martha

had come out to meet him.)
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31 Then the people who were with Mary in the house consoling her saw her get up
quickly and go out. They followed her, because they thought she was going to the tomb
to weep there.

32NowwhenMary came to the placewhere Jesuswas and sawhim, she fell at his feet
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the people who had come with her weeping, he
was intensely moved in spirit and greatly distressed.

34He asked, “Where have you laid him?” They replied, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36Thus the people who had come tomourn said, “Look howmuch he loved him!”
37But some of them said, “This is the manwho caused the blindman to see! Couldn’t

he have done something to keep Lazarus from dying?”
Lazarus Raised from the Dead

38 Jesus, intenselymovedagain, came to the tomb. (Now itwas a cave, anda stonewas
placed across it.)

39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the deceased, replied, “Lord,
by this time the body will have a bad smell, because he has been buried four days.”

40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you would see the glory of
God?”

41So they tookaway the stone. Jesus lookedupwardand said, “Father, I thankyou that
you have listened to me.

42 I knew that youalways listen tome, but I said this for the sake of the crowd standing
around here, that theymay believe that you sent me.”

43When he had said this, he shouted in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
44The onewho had died came out, his feet and hands tied upwith strips of cloth, and

a cloth wrapped around his face. Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him and let him go.”
The Response of the Jewish Leaders

45 Then many of the people, who had come with Mary and had seen the things Jesus
did, believed in him.

46But some of themwent to the Pharisees and reported to themwhat Jesus had done.
47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees called the council together and said, “What

are we doing? For this man is performingmanymiraculous signs.
48 If we allow him to go on in this way, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans

will come and take away our sanctuary and our nation.”
49Thenone of them, Caiaphas,whowashighpriest that year, said, “Youknownothing

at all!
50 You do not realize that it is more to your advantage to have one man die for the

people than for the whole nation to perish.”
51 (Now he did not say this on his own, but because he was high priest that year, he

prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the Jewish nation,
52 and not for the Jewish nation only, but to gather together into one the children of

God who are scattered.)
53 So from that day they planned together to kill him.
54Thus Jesusno longerwent aroundpublicly among the Judeans, butwent away from

there to the regionnear thewilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and stayed therewith
his disciples.

55Now the Jewish feast of Passover was near, andmany people went up to Jerusalem
from the rural areas before the Passover to cleanse themselves ritually.

56 Thus they were looking for Jesus, and saying to one another as they stood in the
temple courts, “What do you think? That he won’t come to the feast?”
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57 (Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who knew
where Jesus was should report it, so that they could arrest him.)

12
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived,

whom he had raised from the dead.
2 So they prepared a dinner for Jesus there. Martha was serving, and Lazarus was

among those present at the table with him.
3ThenMary took three quarters of a pound of expensive aromatic oil frompure nard

andanointed the feet of Jesus. She thenwipedhis feet drywithher hair. (Now thehouse
was filled with the fragrance of the perfumed oil.)

4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one whowas going to betray him) said,
5 “Whywasn’t this oil sold for three hundred silver coins and the money given to the

poor?”
6 (Now Judas said this not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he

was a thief. As keeper of themoney box, he used to steal what was put into it.)
7 So Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has kept it for the day of my burial.
8For you will always have the poor with you, but you will not always haveme!”
9Now a large crowd of Judeans learned that Jesus was there, and so they came not

only because of him but also to see Lazarus whom he had raised from the dead.
10 So the chief priests planned to kill Lazarus too,
11 for on account of himmany of the Jewish people from Jerusalemwere going away

and believing in Jesus.
The Triumphal Entry

12Thenext day the large crowd thathad come to the feast heard that Jesuswas coming
to Jerusalem.

13So they took branches of palm trees andwent out tomeet him. They began to shout,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord*! Blessed is the king of
Israel!”

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15 “Donot be afraid, people of Zion; look, your king is coming, seated onadonkey’s colt!”
16 (His disciples did not understand these things when they first happened, but when

Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about him
and that these things had happened to him.)

17 So the crowd who had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and
raised him from the dead were continuing to testify about it.

18Because they had heard that Jesus had performed this miraculous sign, the crowd
went out to meet him.

19Thus the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you can do nothing. Look, the
world has run off after him!”

Seekers
20Now some Greeks were among those who had gone up to worship at the feast.
21So these approachedPhilip,whowas fromBethsaida inGalilee, and requested, “Sir,

we would like to see Jesus.”
22Philip went and told Andrew, and they both went and told Jesus.
23 Jesus replied, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
24 I tell you the solemn truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls into the ground and dies,

it remains by itself alone. But if it dies, it produces much grain.
25 The one who loves his life destroys it, and the one who hates his life in this world

guards it for eternal life.
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26 If anyone wants to serve me, he must follow me, and where I am, my servant will
be too. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

27 “Nowmy soul is greatly distressed. Andwhat should I say? ‘Father, deliverme from
this hour’? No, but for this very reason I have come to this hour.

28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came fromheaven, “I have glorified it, and
I will glorify it again.”

29The crowd that stood there and heard the voice said that it had thundered. Others
said that an angel had spoken to him.

30 Jesus said, “This voice has not come for my benefit but for yours.
31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
33 (Now he said this to indicate clearly what kind of death he was going to die.)
34Then the crowdresponded, “Wehaveheard fromthe law that theChrist will remain

forever. How can you say, ‘The Son of Manmust be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?”
35 Jesus replied, “The light is with you for a little while longer. Walk while you have

the light, so that the darknessmaynot overtake you. The onewhowalks in the darkness
does not knowwhere he is going.

36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that youmay become sons of light.”
When Jesus had said these things, he went away and hid himself from them.

The Outcome of Jesus’ PublicMinistry Foretold
37 Although Jesus had performed so many miraculous signs before them, they still

refused to believe in him,
38 so that the word of Isaiah the prophet would be fulfilled. He said, “ Lord|

strong="G2962", who has believed ourmessage, and to whomhas the arm of the
Lord, who has believed our message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed|strong="G0601"?”

39For this reason they could not believe, because again Isaiah said,
40 “He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and understandwith their heart,
and turn tome, and I would heal them*.”

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw Christ’s glory, and spoke about him.
42 Nevertheless, even among the rulers many believed in him, but because of the

Pharisees they would not confess Jesus to be the Christ, so that they would not be put
out of the synagogue.

43For they loved praise frommenmore than praise from God.

Jesus’ Final PublicWords
44But Jesus shouted out, “The one who believes in me does not believe in me, but in

the one who sent me,
45and the one who sees me sees the one who sent me.
46 I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should

not remain in darkness.
47 If anyone hears my words and does not obey them, I do not judge him. For I have

not come to judge the world, but to save the world.
48The onewho rejectsme and does not acceptmywords has a judge; theword I have

spokenwill judge him at the last day.
49For I have not spoken frommy own authority, but the Father himself who sent me

has commandedmewhat I should say andwhat I should speak.
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50And I know that his commandment is eternal life. Thus the things I say, I say just as
the Father has told me.”

13
1 Just before the Passover feast, Jesus knew that his time had come to depart from this

world to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now loved them
to the very end.

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already put into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, that he should betray Jesus.

3Because Jesus knew that the Father had handed all things over to him, and that he
had come from God andwas going back to God,

4he got up from the meal, removed his outer clothes, took a towel and tied it around
himself.

5Hepouredwater into thewashbasin and began towash the disciples’ feet and to dry
themwith the towel he had wrapped around himself.

6 Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “Youdonot understandwhat I amdoing now, but youwill understand
after these things.”

8Peter said to him, “Youwill neverwashmy feet!” Jesus replied, “If I do notwash you,
you have no share withme.”

9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my
head!”

10 Jesus replied, “Theonewhohasbathedneedsonly towashhis feet, but is completely
clean. And you disciples are clean, but not every one of you.”

11 (For Jesus knew the one whowas going to betray him. For this reason he said, “Not
every one of you is clean.”)

12Sowhen Jesus hadwashed their feet and put his outer clothing back on, he took his
place at the table again and said to them, “Doyouunderstandwhat I have done for you?

13You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and do so correctly, for that is what I am.
14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you too ought to wash one

another’s feet.
15For I have given you an example – you should do just as I have done for you.
16 I tell you the solemn truth, the slave is not greater than his master, nor is the one

who is sent as a messenger greater than the one who sent him.
17 If you understand these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
The Announcement of Jesus’ Betrayal

18“What Iamsayingdoesnot refer toall of you. I knowtheones Ihavechosen. But this
is to fulfill the scripture, ‘ Theonewhoeats|strong="G5176"mybreadmybreadhas
turned|strong="G1869" against me.’

19 I am telling you this now, before it happens, so that when it happens you may
believe that I am he.

20 I tell you the solemn truth,whoever accepts the one I sendacceptsme, andwhoever
accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”

21When he had said these things, Jesus was greatly distressed in spirit, and testified,
“I tell you the solemn truth, one of you will betrayme.”

22 The disciples began to look at one another, worried and perplexed to know which
of them hewas talking about.

23One of his disciples, the one Jesus loved, was at the table to the right of Jesus in a
place of honor.

24So Simon Peter gestured to this disciple to ask Jesus who it was hewas referring to.
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25Then the disciplewhom Jesus loved leanedback against Jesus’ chest and askedhim,
“Lord, who is it?”

26 Jesus replied, “It is the one towhomIwill give this piece of breadafter I havedipped
it in the dish.” Thenhe dipped the piece of bread in the dish and gave it to Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son.

27And after Judas took the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him,
“What you are about to do, do quickly.”

28 (Now none of those present at the table understood why Jesus said this to Judas.
29 Some thought that, because Judas had the money box, Jesus was telling him to buy

whatever they needed for the feast, or to give something to the poor.)
30 Judas took the piece of bread andwent out immediately. (Now it was night.)
The Prediction of Peter’s Denial

31When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is
glorified in him.

32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and he will glorify
him right away.

33Children, I am still with you for a little while. Youwill look forme, and just as I said
to the Jewish religious leaders, ‘Where I am going you cannot come,’ now I tell you the
same.

34 “I give you a new commandment – to love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also are to love one another.

35 Everyone will know by this that you are my disciples – if you have love for one
another.”

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I am
going, you cannot followme now, but you will follow later.”

37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for
you!”

38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay downyour life forme? I tell you the solemn truth, the
rooster will not crow until you have deniedme three times!

14
1 “Do not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God; believe also inme.
2There aremany dwelling places inmy Father’s house. Otherwise, I would have told

you, because I am going away tomake ready a place for you.
3And if I go andmake ready a place for you, I will come again and take you to bewith

me, so that where I am youmay be too.
4And you know the waywhere I am going.”
5 Thomas said, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. How can we know the

way?”
6 Jesus replied, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father

except throughme.
7 If you have knownme, youwill knowmyFather too. And fromnowon you do know

him and have seen him.”
8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and wewill be content.”
9 Jesus replied, “Have I beenwith you for so long, and youhavenot knownme, Philip?

Thepersonwhohas seenmehas seen theFather! Howcanyousay, ‘Showus theFather’?
10Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is inme? Thewords that I

say to you, I do not speak onmy own initiative, but the Father residing in me performs
his miraculous deeds.

11Believeme that I am in the Father, and the Father is inme, but if you do not believe
me, believe because of themiraculous deeds themselves.
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12 I tell you the solemn truth, the person who believes in me will perform the
miraculous deeds that I am doing, andwill perform greater deeds than these, because I
am going to the Father.

13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son.

14 If you askme anything inmy name, I will do it.

Teaching on the Holy Spirit
15 “If you loveme, you will obeymy commandments.
16 Then I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you

forever –
17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it does not see him or

know him. But you know him, because he resides with you andwill be in you.
18 “I will not abandon you as orphans, I will come to you.
19 In a little while the world will not seeme any longer, but youwill seeme; because I

live, you will live too.
20Youwill knowat that time that I am inmyFather and you are inme and I am in you.
21The person who has my commandments and obeys them is the one who loves me.

The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will reveal
myself to him.”

22 “Lord,” Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “what has happened that you are going to
reveal yourself to us and not to the world?”

23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my word, and my Father will love
him, and wewill come to him and take up residence with him.

24The personwho does not loveme does not obeymywords. And the word you hear
is not mine, but the Father’s who sent me.

25 “I have spoken these things while staying with you.
26But theAdvocate, theHoly Spirit, whom the Fatherwill send inmyname,will teach

you everything, and will cause you to remember everything I said to you.
27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; I do not give it to you as the world

does. Do not let your hearts be distressed or lacking in courage.
28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you

lovedme, youwould be glad that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater
than I am.

29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it happens youmay believe.
30 I will not speak with youmuch longer, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has

no power over me,
31 but I am doing just what the Father commanded me, so that the world may know

that I love the Father. Get up, let us go from here.”

15
1 “I am the true vine andmy Father is the gardener.
2He takes away every branch that does not bear fruit inme. He prunes every branch

that bears fruit so that it will bear more fruit.
3You are clean already because of the word that I have spoken to you.
4Remain inme, and Iwill remain in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,

unless it remains in the vine, so neither can you unless you remain inme.
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me – and I in him –

bears much fruit, because apart fromme you can accomplish nothing.
6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown out like a branch, and dries up; and

such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire, and are burned up.
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7 If you remain inmeandmywords remain in you, askwhatever youwant, and itwill
be done for you.

8My Father is honored by this, that you bear much fruit and show that you are my
disciples.

9 “Just as the Father has lovedme, I have also loved you; remain inmy love.
10 If you obey my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed

my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.
11 I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you, and your joy may be

complete.
12My commandment is this – to love one another just as I have loved you.
13No one has greater love than this – that one lays down his life for his friends.
14You aremy friends if you do what I command you.
15 I no longer call you slaves, because the slavedoesnotunderstandwhathismaster is

doing. But I have called you friends, because I have revealed to you everything I heard
frommy Father.

16You did not chooseme, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit
that remains, so that whatever you ask the Father inmy name he will give you.

17This I command you – to love one another.
TheWorld’s Hatred

18 “If the world hates you, be aware that it hatedme first.
19 If youbelonged to theworld, theworldwould loveyouas itsown. However, because

youdonotbelong to theworld, but I choseyououtof theworld, for this reason theworld
hates you.

20 Remember what I told you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they obeyed my word, they will obey
yours too.

21But theywill do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not
know the one who sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. But they no
longer have any excuse for their sin.

23The one who hates me hates my Father too.
24 If I had not performed among them themiraculous deeds that no one else did, they

would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen the deeds and have hated both me
andmy Father.

25Now this happened to fulfill the word that is written in their law, ‘ They hated me
without reason.’

26When the Advocate comes, whom I will send you from the Father – the Spirit of
truth who goes out from the Father – he will testify about me,

27and you also will testify, because you have been withme from the beginning.

16
1 “I have told you all these things so that you will not fall away.
2They will put you out of the synagogue, yet a time is coming when the one who kills

you will think he is offering service to God.
3They will do these things because they have not known the Father or me.
4But I have told you these things so that when their time comes, you will remember

that I told you about them.
“I did not tell you these things from the beginning because I was with you.
5But now I am going to the onewho sentme, and not one of you is askingme, ‘Where

are you going?’
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6 Instead your hearts are filled with sadness because I have said these things to you.
7But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I am going away. For if I do not go

away, the Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to you.
8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong concerning sin and righteous-

ness and judgment –
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe inme;
10 concerning righteousness, because I am going to the Father and youwill seeme no

longer;
11and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.
12 “I havemanymore things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. For he will

not speak onhis ownauthority, butwill speakwhatever he hears, andwill tell youwhat
is to come.

14He will glorify me, because he will receive fromme what is mine and will tell it to
you.

15Everything that the Father has ismine; that iswhy I said the Spiritwill receive from
mewhat is mine andwill tell it to you.

16 In a littlewhile youwill seemeno longer; again after a littlewhile, youwill seeme.”
17Then some of his disciples said to one another, “What is the meaning of what he is

saying, ‘In a little while you will not see me; again after a little while, you will see me,’
and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”

18 So they kept on repeating, “What is the meaning of what he says, ‘In a little while’?
We do not understand what he is talking about.”

19 Jesus could see that they wanted to ask him about these things, so he said to them,
“Are you asking each other about this – that I said, ‘In a little while you will not see me;
again after a little while, you will see me’?

20 I tell you the solemn truth, you will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice; you
will be sad, but your sadness will turn into joy.

21When a woman gives birth, she has distress because her time has come, but when
her child is born, she no longer remembers the suffering because of her joy that a
human being has been born into the world.

22 So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice,
and no onewill take your joy away from you.

23At that time you will ask me nothing. I tell you the solemn truth, whatever you ask
the Father inmy name he will give you.

24Until now you have not asked for anything inmy name. Ask and youwill receive it,
so that your joymay be complete.

25 “I have told you these things in obscure figures of speech; a time is coming when I
will no longer speak to you in obscure figures, but will tell you plainly about the Father.

26At that time you will ask in my name, and I do not say that I will ask the Father on
your behalf.

27For theFatherhimself loves you, because youhave lovedmeandhavebelieved that
I came from God.

28 I came from the Father and entered into the world, but in turn, I am leaving the
world and going back to the Father.”

29His disciples said, “Look, now you are speaking plainly and not in obscure figures
of speech!

30 Now we know that you know everything and do not need anyone to ask you
anything. Because of this we believe that you have come from God.”

31 Jesus replied, “Do you now believe?
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32Look, a time is coming – and has come –when youwill be scattered, each one to his
own home, and I will be left alone. Yet I am not alone, becausemy Father is withme.

33 I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. In the world you
have trouble and suffering, but take courage – I have conquered the world.”

17
1When Jesus had finished saying these things, he looked upward to heaven and said,

“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, so that your Sonmay glorify you –
2 just as you have given him authority over all humanity, so that he may give eternal

life to everyone you have given him.
3 Now this is eternal life – that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,

whom you sent.
4 I glorified you on earth by completing the work you gaveme to do.
5 And now, Father, glorify me at your side with the glory I had with you before the

world was created.
Jesus Prays for the Disciples

6 “I have revealed your name to themen you gavemeout of theworld. They belonged
to you, and you gave them tome, and they have obeyed your word.

7Now they understand that everything you have givenme comes from you,
8 because I have given them the words you have given me. They accepted them and

really understand that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.
9 I amprayingonbehalf of them. I amnotprayingonbehalf of theworld, butonbehalf

of those you have givenme, because they belong to you.
10 Everything I have belongs to you, and everything you have belongs to me, and I

have been glorified by them.
11 I amno longer in theworld, but they are in theworld, and I am coming to you. Holy

Father, keep them safe in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one
just as we are one.

12When I was with them I kept them safe and watched over them in your name that
you have givenme. Not one of themwas lost except the one destined for destruction, so
that the scripture could be fulfilled.

13But now I am coming to you, and I am saying these things in theworld, so theymay
experiencemy joy completed in themselves.

14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them, because they do not
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.

15 I amnot asking you to take themout of theworld, but that you keep them safe from
the evil one.

16They do not belong to the world just as I do not belong to the world.
17 Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth.
18 Just as you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world.
19And I set myself apart on their behalf, so that they toomay be truly set apart.
Jesus Prays for Believers Everywhere

20 “I am not praying only on their behalf, but also on behalf of those who believe in
me through their testimony,

21 that they will all be one, just as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. I pray that
they will be in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me.

22The glory you gave to me I have given to them, that they may be one just as we are
one –

23 I in them and you in me – that they may be completely one, so that the world will
know that you sent me, and you have loved them just as you have lovedme.
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24 “Father, I want those you have givenme to be withmewhere I am, so that they can
seemy glory that you gaveme because you lovedme before the creation of the world .

25Righteous Father, even if the world does not know you, I know you, and these men
know that you sent me.

26 Imade known your name to them, and Iwill continue tomake it known, so that the
love you have lovedmewithmay be in them, and I may be in them.”

18
1When he had said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron

Valley. There was an orchard there, and he and his disciples went into it.
2 (Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, knew the place too, because Jesus had met

there many times with his disciples.)
3 So Judas obtained a squad of soldiers and some officers of the chief priests and

Pharisees. They came to the orchard with lanterns and torches and weapons.
4Then Jesus, because he knew everything that was going to happen to him, came and

asked them, “Who are you looking for?”
5 They replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He told them, “I am he.” (Now Judas, the one

who betrayed him, was standing there with them.)
6 So when Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they retreated and fell to the ground.
7Then Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus the

Nazarene.”
8 Jesus replied, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, let these men go.”
9He said this to fulfill the word he had spoken, “I have not lost a single one of those

whom you gaveme.”
10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, pulled it out and struck the high priest’s slave,

cutting off his right ear. (Now the slave’s namewasMalchus.)
11But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath! Am I not to drink the

cup that the Father has givenme?”
Jesus Before Annas

12 Then the squad of soldiers with their commanding officer and the officers of the
Jewish leaders arrested Jesus and tied him up.

13They brought himfirst to Annas, for hewas the father-in-law of Caiaphas, whowas
high priest that year.

14 (Now it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jewish leaders that it was to their
advantage that oneman die for the people.)

Peter’s First Denial
15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed them as they brought Jesus to Annas.

(Now the other disciple was acquainted with the high priest, and he went with Jesus
into the high priest’s courtyard.)

16 But Simon Peter was left standing outside by the door. So the other disciple who
was acquainted with the high priest came out and spoke to the slave girl who watched
the door, and brought Peter inside.

17Thegirlwhowas thedoorkeeper said toPeter, “You’renot oneof thisman’sdisciples
too, are you?” He replied, “I am not.”

18 (Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire they had
made, warming themselves because it was cold. Peter also was standing with them,
warming himself.)

Jesus Questioned by Annas
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19While this was happening, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and
about his teaching.

20 Jesus replied, “I have spoken publicly to the world. I always taught in the
synagogues and in the temple courts, where all the Jewish people assemble together.
I have said nothing in secret.

21Why do you askme? Ask those who heard what I said. They knowwhat I said.”
22When Jesus had said this, one of the high priest’s officers who stood nearby struck

him on the face and said, “Is that the way you answer the high priest?”
23 Jesus replied, “If I have said somethingwrong, confirmwhat iswrong. But if I spoke

correctly, why strike me?”
24Then Annas sent him, still tied up, to Caiaphas the high priest.
Peter’s Second and Third Denials

25Meanwhile SimonPeterwas standing in the courtyardwarming himself. They said
to him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” Peter denied it: “I am not!”

26One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off,
said, “Did I not see you in the orchard with him?”

27Then Peter denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed.
Jesus Brought Before Pilate

28 Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s residence. (Now
itwas very earlymorning.) They did not go into the governor’s residence so theywould
not be ceremonially defiled, but could eat the Passover meal.

29So Pilate came outside to themand said, “What accusation do youbring against this
man?”

30They replied, “If thismanwere not a criminal, wewould not have handed himover
to you.”

31Pilate told them, “Takehimyourselves andpass judgment onhimaccording to your
own law!” The Jewish leaders replied, “We cannot legally put anyone to death.”

32 (This happened to fulfill the word Jesus had spoken when he indicated what kind
of death he was going to die. )

Pilate Questions Jesus
33So Pilatewent back into the governor’s residence, summoned Jesus, and askedhim,

“Are you the king of the Jews?”
34 Jesus replied, “Are you saying this on your own initiative, or have others told you

about me?”
35 Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own people and your chief priests

handed you over to me. What have you done?”
36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this

world, my servants would be fighting to keepme from being handed over to the Jewish
authorities. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”

37 Then Pilate said, “So you are a king!” Jesus replied, “You say that I am a king. For
this reason I was born, and for this reason I came into theworld – to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

38Pilate asked, “What is truth?”
When he had said this he went back outside to the Jewish leaders and announced, “I

find no basis for an accusation against him.
39But it is your custom that I release one prisoner for you at the Passover. So do you

want me to release for you the king of the Jews?”
40 Then they shouted back, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” (Now Barabbas was a

revolutionary. )
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19
1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged severely.
2The soldiers braided a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they clothed him

in a purple robe.
3 They came up to him again and again and said, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they

struck him repeatedly in the face.
4Again Pilatewent out and said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, I ambringing him out to

you, so that youmay know that I find no reason for an accusation against him.”
5So Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said

to them, “Look, here is theman!”
6When the chief priests and their officers saw him, they shouted out, “Crucify him!

Crucify him!” Pilate said, “You take him and crucify him! Certainly I find no reason for
an accusation against him!”

7The Jewish leaders replied, “Wehave a law, and according to our lawhe ought to die,
because he claimed to be the Son of God!”

8When Pilate heard what they said, he wasmore afraid than ever,
9 and he went back into the governor’s residence and said to Jesus, “Where do you

come from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.
10 So Pilate said, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you know I have the authority

to release you, and to crucify you?”
11 Jesus replied, “You would have no authority over me at all, unless it was given to

you from above. Therefore the onewho handedme over to you is guilty of greater sin.”
12 From this point on, Pilate tried to release him. But the Jewish leaders shouted out,

“If you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar! Everyone who claims to be a king
opposes Caesar!”

13 When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus outside and sat down on the
judgment seat in the place called “The Stone Pavement” (Gabbatha in Aramaic).

14 (Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover, about noon. ) Pilate said to the
Jewish leaders, “Look, here is your king!”

15 Then they shouted out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate
asked, “Shall I crucify your king?” The high priests replied, “We have no king except
Caesar!”

16Then Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
The Crucifixion
So they took Jesus,
17 and carrying his own cross he went out to the place called “The Place of the Skull”

(called in Aramaic Golgotha).
18There they crucified him along with two others, one on each side, with Jesus in the

middle.
19 Pilate also had a notice written and fastened to the cross, which read: “Jesus the

Nazarene, the king of the Jews.”
20Thusmany of the Jewish residents of Jerusalem read this notice, because the place

where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the notice was written in Aramaic,
Latin, and Greek.

21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do notwrite, ‘The king of the Jews,’
but rather, ‘This man said, I am king of the Jews.’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
23Nowwhen the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes andmade four shares,

one for each soldier, and the tunic remained. (Now the tunicwas seamless, woven from
top to bottom as a single piece.)
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24 So the soldiers said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but throw dice to see who will
get it.” This tookplace to fulfill the scripture that says, “Theydividedmygarmentsamong
them, and formy clothing they threw dice.” So the soldiers did these things.

25Nowstanding beside Jesus’ crosswerehismother, hismother’s sister,Mary thewife
of Clopas, andMaryMagdalene.

26 So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing there, he
said to his mother, “Woman, look, here is your son!”

27He then said to his disciple, “Look, here is your mother!” From that very time the
disciple took her into his own home.

Jesus’Death
28After this Jesus, realizing that by this time everythingwas completed, said (in order

to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty!”
29 A jar full of sour wine was there, so they put a sponge soaked in sour wine on a

branch of hyssop and lifted it to his mouth.
30When he had received the sour wine, Jesus said, “It is completed!” Then he bowed

his head and gave up his spirit.
31Then, because itwas thedayofpreparation, so that thebodies shouldnot stayon the

crosses on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was an especially important one), the Jewish
leaders asked Pilate to have the victims’ legs broken and the bodies taken down.

32So the soldiers cameandbroke the legs of the twomenwhohadbeen crucifiedwith
Jesus, first the one and then the other.

33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break
his legs.

34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and blood and water flowed
out immediately.

35 And the person who saw it has testified (and his testimony is true, and he knows
that he is telling the truth), so that you also may believe.

36 For these things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled, “ Not a bone of
his will be broken.”

37 And again another scripture says, “ They will look on the one whom they have
pierced.”

Jesus’ Burial
38After this, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus (but secretly, because he feared

the Jewish leaders ), asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him
permission, so he went and took the body away.

39 Nicodemus, the man who had previously come to Jesus at night, accompanied
Joseph, carrying amixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about seventy-five pounds.

40 Then they took Jesus’ body and wrapped it, with the aromatic spices, in strips of
linen cloth according to Jewish burial customs.

41Now at the place where Jesus was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden
was a new tombwhere no one had yet been buried.

42And so, because itwas the Jewish day of preparation and the tombwasnearby, they
placed Jesus’ body there.

20
1Now very early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, MaryMagdalene

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had beenmoved away from the entrance.
2 So she went running to Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved and

told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they
have put him!”
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3Then Peter and the other disciple set out to go to the tomb.
4 The two were running together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and

reached the tomb first.
5He bent down and saw the strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did not go in.
6 Then Simon Peter, who had been following him, arrived and went right into the

tomb. He saw the strips of linen cloth lying there,
7 and the face cloth, which had been around Jesus’ head, not lying with the strips of

linen cloth but rolled up in a place by itself.
8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, came in, and he saw and

believed.
9 (For they did not yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead.)

Jesus’Appearance toMaryMagdalene
10 So the disciples went back to their homes.
11But Mary stood outside the tombweeping. As she wept, she bent down and looked

into the tomb.
12And she saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus’ body had been lying, one at

the head and one at the feet.
13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” Mary replied, “They have taken

my Lord away, and I do not knowwhere they have put him!”
14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she

did not know that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?”

Because she thought he was the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will take him.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni” (which
means Teacher).

17 Jesus replied, “Do not touchme, for I have not yet ascended to my Father. Go to my
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.’ ”

18MaryMagdalene came and informed the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” And she
told themwhat Jesus had said to her.

Jesus’Appearance to the Disciples
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the disciples had gathered

together and locked the doors of the place because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders. Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

21So Jesus said to themagain, “Peace bewith you. Just as the Father has sentme, I also
send you.”

22And after he said this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you retain anyone’s sins, they are

retained.”
The Response of Thomas

24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came.

25The other disciples told him, “Wehave seen the Lord!” But he replied, “Unless I see
the wounds from the nails in his hands, and put my finger into the wounds from the
nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe it!”
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26 Eight days later the disciples were again together in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!”

27Thenhe said toThomas, “Put yourfingerhere, andexaminemyhands. Extendyour
hand and put it into my side. Do not continue in your unbelief, but believe.”

28Thomas replied to him, “My Lord andmy God!”
29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are the

people who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Now Jesus performedmany othermiraculous signs in the presence of the disciples,

which are not recorded in this book.
31 But these are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

God, and that by believing youmay have life in his name.

21
1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias. Now

this is how he did so.
2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael (who was from Cana in Galilee),

the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples of his were together.
3 Simon Peter told them, “I am going fishing.” “We will go with you,” they replied.

They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4When it was already very earlymorning, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples

did not know that it was Jesus.
5So Jesus said to them, “Children, youdon’t haveanyfish, doyou?” They replied, “No.”
6He told them, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat, and youwill find some.”

So they threw the net, andwere not able to pull it in because of the large number of fish.
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” So Simon Peter,

when he heard that it was the Lord, tucked in his outer garment (for he had nothing on
underneath it), and plunged into the sea.

8Meanwhile the other disciples came with the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for
they were not far from land, only about a hundred yards.

9When they got out on the beach, they saw a charcoal fire readywith a fish placed on
it, and bread.

10 Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you have just now caught.”
11So SimonPeterwent aboard andpulled the net to shore. Itwas full of large fish, one

hundred fifty-three, but although there were somany, the net was not torn.
12“Come, havebreakfast,” Jesus said. Butnoneof thedisciples dared toaskhim, “Who

are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.
13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the samewith the fish.
14This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised

from the dead.

Peter’s Restoration
15 Then when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of

John, do you lovememore than these do?” He replied, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.”
Jesus told him, “Feedmy lambs.”

16 Jesus said a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He replied, “Yes,
Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus told him, “Shepherdmy sheep.”

17 Jesus said a third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was distressed
that Jesus asked him a third time, “Do you love me?” and said, “Lord, you know
everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus replied, “Feedmy sheep.
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18 I tell you the solemn truth, when youwere young, you tied your clothes around you
andwentwherever youwanted, but when you are old, youwill stretch out your hands,
and others will tie you up and bring you where you do not want to go.”

19 (Now Jesus said this to indicate clearly by what kind of death Peter was going to
glorify God.) After he said this, Jesus told Peter, “Followme.”

Peter and the Disciple Jesus Loved
20Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them. (This

was the disciple who had leaned back against Jesus’ chest at themeal and asked, “Lord,
who is the one who is going to betray you?”)

21 So when Peter saw him, he asked Jesus, “Lord, what about him?”
22 Jesus replied, “If I want him to live until I come back, what concern is that of yours?

You followme!”
23 So the saying circulated among the brothers and sisters that this disciple was not

going to die. But Jesus did not say to him that he was not going to die, but rather, “If I
want him to live until I come back, what concern is that of yours?”

A Final Note
24 This is the disciple who testifies about these things and has written these things,

and we know that his testimony is true.
25Therearemanyother things that Jesusdid. If everyoneof themwerewrittendown,

I suppose the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.
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Acts
Jesus Ascends to Heaven

1 I wrote the former account, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach
2until the day hewas taken up to heaven, after he had given orders by theHoly Spirit

to the apostles he had chosen.
3To the same apostles also, after his suffering, he presented himself alive with many

convincing proofs. He was seen by them over a forty-day period and spoke about
matters concerning the kingdom of God.

4While he was with them, he declared, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait there for
what my Father promised, which you heard about fromme.

5For John baptizedwithwater, but youwill be baptizedwith theHoly Spirit notmany
days from now.”

6 So when they had gathered together, they began to ask him, “Lord, is this the time
when you are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

7He told them, “You are not permitted to know the times or periods that the Father
has set by his own authority.

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
bemywitnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of
the earth.”

9After he had said this, while they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud hid
him from their sight.

10As theywere still staring into the skywhilehewasgoing, suddenly twomen inwhite
clothing stood near them

11and said, “MenofGalilee, whydo you standhere looking up into the sky? This same
Jesuswho has been taken up from you into heavenwill come back in the sameway you
saw him go into heaven.”

AReplacement for Judas is Chosen
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain called the Mount of Olives

(which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away).
13When theyhad entered Jerusalem, theywent to the upstairs roomwhere theywere

staying. Peter and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James were
there.

14 All these continued together in prayer with one mind, together with the women,
along withMary themother of Jesus, and his brothers.

15 In those days Peter stoodupamong thebelievers (a gathering of about onehundred
and twenty people) and said,

16 “Brothers, the scripture had to be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit foretold through
David concerning Judas –who became the guide for those who arrested Jesus –

17 for he was counted as one of us and received a share in this ministry.”
18 (Now thisman Judas acquired afieldwith the reward of his unjust deed, and falling

headfirst he burst open in themiddle and all his intestines gushed out.
19Thisbecameknown toallwho lived in Jerusalem, so that in their own language they

called that field Hakeldama, that is, “Field of Blood.”)
20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his house become deserted, and let there

be no one to live in it,’
and ‘ Let another take his position of responsibility.’
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21 Thus one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time the Lord Jesus
associated with us,

22beginning from his baptism by John until the day he was taken up from us – one of
these must become a witness of his resurrection together with us.”

23 So they proposed two candidates: Joseph called Barsabbas (also called Justus) and
Matthias.

24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know the hearts of all. Show us which one of these
two you have chosen

25 to assume the task of this service and apostleship fromwhich Judas turned aside to
go to his own place.”

26 Then they cast lots for them, and the one chosen was Matthias; so he was counted
with the eleven apostles.

2
1Nowwhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.
2Suddenlya sound likeaviolentwindblowing came fromheavenandfilled theentire

house where they were sitting.
3And tongues spreading out like a fire appeared to themand came to rest on each one

of them.
4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak in other

languages as the Spirit enabled them.
5Now thereweredevout Jews fromeverynationunderheaven residing in Jerusalem.
6When this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was in confusion, because each

one heard them speaking in his own language.
7Completely baffled, they said, “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?
8And how is it that each one of us hears them in our own native language?
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,

Pontus and the province of Asia,
10Phrygia andPamphylia, Egypt and theparts of LibyanearCyrene, andvisitors from

Rome,
11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs –we hear them speaking in our own

languages about the great deeds God has done!”
12 All were astounded and greatly confused, saying to one another, “What does this

mean?”
13But others jeered at the speakers, saying, “They are drunk on newwine!”
Peter’s Address on the Day of Pentecost

14But Peter stood upwith the eleven, raised his voice, and addressed them: “Youmen
of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, know this and listen carefully to what I say.

15 In spite of what you think, thesemen are not drunk, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning.

16But this is what was spoken about through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says,
‘ that I will pour outmy Spirit on all people,
and your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
and your youngmenwill see visions,
and your oldmenwill dream dreams.
18 Even onmy servants, bothmen andwomen,*
I will pour outmy Spirit in those days, and theywill prophesy.
19 And I will performwonders in the sky above*
andmiraculous signs on the earth below,
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blood and fire and clouds of smoke.
20 The sunwill be changed to darkness
and themoon to blood
before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.
21 And then everyonewho calls on the name of the Lordwill be saved.’

22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man clearly attested to
you by God with powerful deeds, wonders, and miraculous signs that God performed
among you through him, just as you yourselves know –

23 this man, who was handed over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of
God, you executed by nailing him to a cross at the hands of Gentiles.

24But God raised himup, having released him from the pains of death, because it was
not possible for him to be held in its power.

25For David says about him,
‘ I saw the Lord always in front of me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken.
26 Thereforemy heart was glad andmy tongue rejoiced;
my body also will live in hope,
27 because youwill not leavemy soul in Hades,
nor permit your Holy One to experience decay.
28 You havemade known tome the paths of life;
youwill makeme full of joy with your presence.’

29 “Brothers, I can speak confidently to you about our forefather David, that he both
died andwas buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.

30 So then, because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an
oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne,

31 David by foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was
neither abandoned to Hades, nor did his body experience decay.

32This Jesus God raised up, and we are all witnesses of it.
33 So then, exalted to the right hand of God, and having received the promise of the

Holy Spirit from the Father, he has poured out what you both see and hear.
34For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself says,

‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand*
35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’

36Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a doubt that God hasmade this
Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.”
The Response to Peter’s Address

37Now when they heard this, they were acutely distressed and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “What should we do, brothers?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far away, asmany
as the Lord our Godwill call to himself.”

40With many other words he testified and exhorted them saying, “Save yourselves
from this perverse generation!”

41 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand people were added.

The Fellowship of the Early Believers
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42 They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.

43 Reverential awe came over everyone, and many wonders and miraculous signs
came about by the apostles.

44All who believed were together and held everything in common,
45and theybeganselling theirpropertyandpossessionsanddistributing theproceeds

to everyone, as anyone had need.
46 Every day they continued to gather together by common consent in the temple

courts, breaking bread from house to house, sharing their food with glad and humble
hearts,

47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And the Lordwas adding to
their number every day those whowere being saved.

3
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time for prayer, at three

o’clock in the afternoon.
2And aman lame frombirthwas being carried up, whowas placed at the temple gate

called “the Beautiful Gate” every day so he could beg for money from those going into
the temple courts.

3When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple courts, he asked them for
money.

4Peter looked directly at him (as did John) and said, “Look at us!”
5So the lameman paid attention to them, expecting to receive something from them.
6But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I do have I give you. In the name

of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, stand up andwalk!”
7 Then Peter took hold of him by the right hand and raised him up, and at once the

man’s feet and ankles weremade strong.
8He jumped up, stood and began walking around, and he entered the temple courts

with them, walking and leaping and praising God.
9All the people saw himwalking and praising God,
10 and they recognized him as the man who used to sit and ask for donations at the

Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they were filled with astonishment and amazement
at what had happened to him.

Peter Addresses the Crowd
11 While the man was hanging on to Peter and John, all the people, completely

astounded, ran together to them in the covered walkway called Solomon’s Portico.
12WhenPeter saw this, he declared to the people, “Menof Israel, why are you amazed

at this? Why do you stare at us as if we had made this man walk by our own power or
piety?

13The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our forefathers, has glorified his
servant Jesus,whomyouhandedover and rejected in thepresenceof Pilate afterhehad
decided to release him.

14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a man who was a
murderer be released to you.

15You killed theOriginator of life, whomGod raised from the dead. To this factwe are
witnesses!

16And on the basis of faith in Jesus’ name, his very name has made this man –whom
you see and know – strong. The faith that is through Jesus has given him this complete
health in the presence of you all.

17And now, brothers, I know you acted in ignorance, as your rulers did too.
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18But the thingsGod foretold long ago through all the prophets – that his Christwould
suffer – he has fulfilled in this way.

19Therefore repent and turn back so that your sins may be wiped out,
20 so that times of refreshingmay come from the presence of the Lord, and so that he

may send theMessiah appointed for you – that is, Jesus.
21 This one heaven must receive until the time all things are restored, which God

declared from times long ago through his holy prophets.
22Moses said, ‘ The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among

your brothers. Youmust obey him in everything he tells you*.
23 Every person who|strong="G3748" does not obey that prophet will be destroyed

and thus removed from|strong="G1537" the people.’
24And all the prophets, fromSamuel and thosewho followedhim, have spoken about

and announced these days.
25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your

ancestors, saying to Abraham, ‘ And in your descendants all the nations of the earth will
be blessed: *.’

26God raised up his servant and sent himfirst to you, to bless you by turning each one
of you from your iniquities.”

4
1While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests and the commander

of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them,
2angry because theywere teaching the people and announcing in Jesus the resurrec-

tion of the dead.
3 So they seized them and put them in jail until the next day (for it was already

evening).
4Butmany of those who had listened to themessage believed, and the number of the

men came to about five thousand.
5 On the next day, their rulers, elders, and experts in the law came together in

Jerusalem.
6 Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and others who

weremembers of the high priest’s family.
7After making Peter and John stand in their midst, they began to inquire, “By what

power or by what name did you do this?”
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, replied, “Rulers of the people and elders,
9 if we are being examined today for a good deed done to a sickman – bywhatmeans

this manwas healed –
10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus

Christ the Nazarene whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, this man
stands before you healthy.

11This Jesus is thestone|strong="G3037"thatwasrejectedby thatwasrejected
by you, the builders, that has become the cornerstone.

12And there is salvation inno one else, for there is no other nameunder heaven given
among people by which wemust be saved.”

13 When they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and discovered that they were
uneducated and ordinarymen, they were amazed and recognized thesemen had been
with Jesus.

14And because they saw themanwho had been healed standingwith them, they had
nothing to say against this.

15 But when they had ordered them to go outside the council, they began to confer
with one another,
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16 saying, “What should we do with these men? For it is plain to all who live in
Jerusalem that a notablemiraculous sign has come about through them, andwe cannot
deny it.

17But to keep this matter from spreading any further among the people, let us warn
them to speak nomore to anyone in this name.”

18And they called them in and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name
of Jesus.

19But Peter and John replied, “Whether it is right before God to obey you rather than
God, you decide,

20 for it is impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and heard.”
21After threatening them further, they released them, for they could not find how to

punish them on account of the people, because theywere all praising God forwhat had
happened.

22 For the man, on whom this miraculous sign of healing had been performed, was
over forty years old.

The Followers of Jesus Pray for Boldness
23 When they were released, Peter and John went to their fellow believers and

reported everything the high priests and the elders had said to them.
24 When they heard this, they raised their voices to God with one mind and said,

“Master of all, you who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything that is in
them,

25who said by the Holy Spirit through your servant David our forefather,
‘Why do the nations rage,
and the peoples plot foolish things?
26 The kings of the earth stood together,
and the rulers assembled together,
against the Lord and against his Christ: *.’

27 “For indeed both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel, assembled together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you
anointed,

28 to do asmuchas yourpower andyourplanhaddecidedbeforehandwouldhappen.
29And now, Lord, pay attention to their threats, and grant to your servants to speak

yourmessage with great courage,
30 while you extend your hand to heal, and to bring about miraculous signs and

wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31When they had prayed, the placewhere theywere assembled togetherwas shaken,

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God
courageously.

Conditions Among the Early Believers
32The group of those who believed were of one heart andmind, and no one said that

any of his possessions was his own, but everything was held in common.
33With great power the apostleswere giving testimony to the resurrectionof theLord

Jesus, and great grace was on them all.
34For there was no one needy among them, because those who were owners of land

or houses were selling them and bringing the proceeds from the sales
35 and placing them at the apostles’ feet. The proceeds were distributed to each, as

anyone had need.
36 So Joseph, a Levite who was a native of Cyprus, called by the apostles Barnabas

(which is translated “son of encouragement”),
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37soldafield thatbelonged tohimandbrought themoneyandplaced it at theapostles’
feet.

5
1NowamannamedAnanias, togetherwithSapphirahiswife, soldapieceofproperty.
2He kept back for himself part of the proceedswith his wife’s knowledge; he brought

only part of it and placed it at the apostles’ feet.
3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and

keep back for yourself part of the proceeds from the sale of the land?
4 Before it was sold, did it not belong to you? And when it was sold, was the money

not at your disposal? How have you thought up this deed in your heart? You have not
lied to people but to God!”

5When Ananias heard these words he collapsed and died, and great fear gripped all
who heard about it.

6 So the youngmen came, wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.
7After an interval of about three hours, his wife came in, but she did not knowwhat

had happened.
8 Peter said to her, “Tell me, were the two of you paid this amount for the land?”

Sapphira said, “Yes, that much.”
9 Peter then told her, “Why have you agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord?

Look! The feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will
carry you out!”

10At once she collapsed at his feet and died. So when the young men came in, they
found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

11Great fear gripped the whole church and all who heard about these things.

The Apostles PerformMiraculous Signs andWonders
12Now many miraculous signs and wonders came about among the people through

the hands of the apostles. By common consent they were all meeting together in
Solomon’s Portico.

13None of the rest dared to join them, but the people held them in high honor.
14More and more believers in the Lord were added to their number, crowds of both

men andwomen.
15Thus theyevencarried the sickout into the streets, andput themoncots andpallets,

so that when Peter came by at least his shadowwould fall on some of them.
16A crowd of people from the towns around Jerusalem also came together, bringing

the sick and those troubled by unclean spirits. They were all being healed.

Further Trouble for the Apostles
17Now the high priest rose up, and all those with him (that is, the religious party of

the Sadducees ), and they were filled with jealousy.
18They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail.
19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, led them

out, and said,
20 “Go and stand in the temple courts and proclaim to the people all the words of this

life.”
21 When they heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began

teaching.
Nowwhen the high priest and thosewhowerewith him arrived, they summoned the

Sanhedrin – that is, the whole high council of the Israelites – and sent to the jail to have
the apostles brought before them.
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22But the officerswho came for themdidnot find them in the prison, so they returned
and reported,

23 “We found the jail locked securely and the guards standing at the doors, but when
we opened them, we found no one inside.”

24 Now when the commander of the temple guard and the chief priests heard this
report, they were greatly puzzled concerning it, wondering what this could be.

25 But someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put in prison are
standing in the temple courts and teaching the people!”

26 Then the commander of the temple guard went with the officers and brought the
apostles without the use of force (for they were afraid of being stoned by the people).

27 When they had brought them, they stood them before the council, and the high
priest questioned them,

28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name. Look, you have filled
Jerusalemwith your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood on us!”

29But Peter and the apostles replied, “Wemust obey God rather than people.
30The God of our forefathers raised up Jesus, whom you seized and killed by hanging

him on a tree.
31God exalted him to his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel

and forgiveness of sins.
32Andwe arewitnesses of these events, and so is theHoly Spirit whomGod has given

to those who obey him.”
33Nowwhen they heard this, they became furious and wanted to execute them.
34But a Pharisee whose name was Gamaliel, a teacher of the law who was respected

by all the people, stood up in the council and ordered the men to be put outside for a
short time.

35Thenhe said to the council, “Menof Israel, pay close attention towhat youare about
to do to these men.

36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and about four
hundredmen joined him. He was killed, and all who followed himwere dispersed and
nothing came of it.

37After him Judas the Galilean arose in the days of the census, and incited people to
follow him in revolt. He too was killed, and all who followed himwere scattered.

38So in this case I say to you, stay away from thesemenand leave themalone, because
if this plan or this undertaking originates with people, it will come to nothing,

39 but if it is from God, you will not be able to stop them, or you may even be found
fighting against God.” He convinced them,

40 and they summoned the apostles and had them beaten. Then they ordered them
not to speak in the name of Jesus and released them.

41So they left the council rejoicing because theyhadbeen consideredworthy to suffer
dishonor for the sake of the name.

42And every day both in the temple courts and fromhouse to house, they did not stop
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus was the Christ.

6
1Now in those days, when the disciples were growing in number, a complaint arose

on the part of the Greek-speaking Jews against the native Hebraic Jews, because their
widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.

2So the twelve called thewhole groupof the disciples together and said, “It is not right
for us to neglect the word of God to wait on tables.

3But carefully select fromamongyou, brothers, sevenmenwhoarewell-attested, full
of the Spirit and of wisdom, whomwemay put in charge of this necessary task.
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4But wewill devote ourselves to prayer and to theministry of the word.”
5 The proposal pleased the entire group, so they chose Stephen, a man full of faith

and of the Holy Spirit, with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas,
a Gentile convert to Judaism from Antioch.

6 They stood these men before the apostles, who prayed and placed their hands on
them.

7 The word of God continued to spread, the number of disciples in Jerusalem
increased greatly, and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.

Stephen is Arrested
8Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and miracu-

lous signs among the people.
9But somemen fromtheSynagogueof theFreedmen (as itwas called), bothCyrenians

and Alexandrians, as well as some from Cilicia and the province of Asia, stood up and
argued with Stephen.

10Yet they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.
11Then they secretly instigated some men to say, “We have heard this man speaking

blasphemous words against Moses and God.”
12They incited thepeople, theelders, and theexperts in the law; then theyapproached

Stephen, seized him, and brought him before the council.
13 They brought forward false witnesses who said, “This man does not stop saying

things against this holy place and the law.
14 For we have heard him saying that Jesus the Nazarene will destroy this place and

change the customs that Moses handed down to us.”
15All whowere sitting in the council looked intently at Stephen and saw his face was

like the face of an angel.

7
1Then the high priest said, “Are these things true?”
2 So he replied, “Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our

forefather Abrahamwhen he was inMesopotamia, before he settled in Haran,
3 and said to him, ‘ Go out from your country and from your relatives, and come to the

land I will show you.’
4Then he went out from the country of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After his

father died, Godmade himmove to this country where you now live.
5He did not give any of it to him for an inheritance, not even a foot of ground, yet

God promised to give it to him as his possession, and to his descendants after him, even
though Abraham as yet had no child.

6 But God spoke as follows: ‘Your descendants will be foreigners in a foreign country,
whose citizens will enslave them andmistreat them for four hundred years.

7 But Iwill punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ said God, ‘ and after these things they
will come out of there and worshipme in this place.’

8Then God gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision, and so he became the father
of Isaac and circumcised himwhen he was eight days old, and Isaac became the father
of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

9 The patriarchs, because they were jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt. But God
was with him,

10 and rescued him from all his troubles, and granted him favor and wisdom in the
presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his
household.
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11Thena famineoccurred throughoutEgypt andCanaan, causing great suffering, and
our ancestors could not find food.

12 So when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors there the
first time.

13Ontheir secondvisit Josephmadehimself knowntohisbrothersagain, and Joseph’s
family became known to Pharaoh.

14 So Joseph sent a message and invited his father Jacob and all his relatives to come,
seventy-five people in all.

15 So Jacob went down to Egypt and died there, along with our ancestors,
16and their boneswere latermoved to Shechemandplaced in the tomb thatAbraham

had bought for a certain sum of money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
17 “But as the time drew near for God to fulfill the promise he had declared to

Abraham, the people increased greatly in number in Egypt,
18until another kingwho did not know about Joseph ruled over Egypt.
19This was the one who exploited our people and was cruel to our ancestors, forcing

them to abandon their infants so they would die.
20At that timeMoseswas born, and hewas beautiful to God. For threemonths hewas

brought up in his father’s house,
21 and when he had been abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter adopted him and brought

him up as her own son.
22 So Moses was trained in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in his

words and deeds.
23 But when he was about forty years old, it entered his mind to visit his fellow

countrymen the Israelites.
24 When he saw one of them being hurt unfairly, Moses came to his defense and

avenged the person whowasmistreated by striking down the Egyptian.
25 He thought his own people would understand that God was delivering them

through him, but they did not understand.
26The next day Moses saw twomen fighting, and tried to make peace between them,

saying, ‘Men, you are brothers; why are you hurting one another?’
27 But the man who was unfairly hurting his neighbor pushed Moses aside, saying, ‘

Whomade you a ruler and judge over us?
28 You don’t want to kill me the way you killed the Egyptian yesterday, do you?’
29When the man said this, Moses fled and became a foreigner in the land of Midian,

where he became the father of two sons.
30 “After forty years had passed, anangel appeared to him in the desert ofMount Sinai,

in the flame of a burning bush.
31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and when he approached to

investigate, there came the voice of the Lord,
32 ‘ I am the God of your forefathers, the God|strong="G2316" of Abraham, Isaac, and|

strong="G2532" Jacob.’ Moses began to tremble and did not dare to lookmore closely.
33 But the Lord said to him, ‘ Take the sandals off your feet, for the place where you are

standing is holy ground.
34 I have certainly seen the suffering ofmy peoplewho are in Egypt and have heard their

groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. Now come, I will send you to Egypt*.’
35This sameMoses they had rejected, saying, ‘Whomade you a ruler and judge?’ God

sent as both ruler and deliverer through the hand of the angel who appeared to him in
the bush.

36 This man led them out, performing wonders and miraculous signs in the land of
Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years.
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37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘ God|strong="G2316" will raise
up for you a prophet like me from among your brothers will raise up for you a
prophet likeme from among your brothers.’

38This is the man who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who
spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors, and he received living oracles to
give to you.

39Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him, but pushed him aside and turned back
to Egypt in their hearts,

40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods who will go in front of us, for this Moses, who led us
out of the land of Egypt –we do not knowwhat has happened to him!’

41At that time they made an idol in the form of a calf, brought a sacrifice to the idol,
and began rejoicing in the works of their hands.

42But God turned away from themand gave themover toworship the host of heaven,
as it iswritten in thebookof theprophets: ‘ Itwasnot tome that youoffered slainanimals
and sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, house of Israel?

43 But you took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rephan, the
images youmade toworship, but I will deport you beyond Babylon*.’

44Our ancestors had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as God who
spoke to Moses ordered him tomake it according to the design he had seen.

45 Our ancestors received possession of it and brought it in with Joshua when they
dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors, until the time of
David.

46He found favorwithGodandasked that he couldfindadwelling place for thehouse
of Jacob.

47But Solomon built a house for him.
48 Yet the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands, as the prophet

says,
49 ‘Heaven ismy throne,
and earth is the footstool formy feet.
What kind of house will you build forme, says the Lord,
or what is my resting place?
50 Didmy hand notmake all these things?’

51 “You stubborn people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always
resisting the Holy Spirit, like your ancestors did!

52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who
foretold long ago the coming of the RighteousOne, whose betrayers andmurderers you
have now become!

53You received the law by decrees given by angels, but you did not obey it.”
Stephen is Killed

54When they heard these things, they became furious and ground their teeth at him.
55But Stephen, full of theHolySpirit, looked intently towardheavenandsawtheglory

of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
56 “Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened, and the Son ofMan standing at the right

hand of God!”
57But they covered their ears, shouting out with a loud voice, and rushed at himwith

one intent.
58Whentheyhaddrivenhimoutof thecity, theybegan to stonehim, and thewitnesses

laid their cloaks at the feet of a youngman named Saul.
59They continued to stone Stephen while he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”
60Then he fell to his knees and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin

against them!” When he had said this, he died.
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8
1And Saul agreed completely with killing him.
Saul Begins to Persecute the Church
Now on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all

except the apostleswere forced to scatter throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria.
2 Some devout men buried Stephen andmade loud lamentation over him.
3 But Saul was trying to destroy the church; entering one house after another, he

dragged off bothmen andwomen and put them in prison.
Philip Preaches in Samaria

4Now those who had been forced to scatter went around proclaiming the good news
of the word.

5 Philip went down to the main city of Samaria and began proclaiming the Christ to
them.

6The crowds were paying attention with onemind to what Philip said, as they heard
and saw themiraculous signs he was performing.

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, were coming out of many who were
possessed, andmany paralyzed and lame people were healed.

8 So there was great joy in that city.
9 Now in that city was a man named Simon, who had been practicing magic and

amazing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great.
10 All the people, from the least to the greatest, paid close attention to him, saying,

“This man is the power of God that is called ‘Great.’ ”
11And they paid close attention to him because he had amazed them for a long time

with his magic.
12 But when they believed Philip as he was proclaiming the good news about the

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they began to be baptized, bothmen and
women.

13 Even Simon himself believed, and after he was baptized, he stayed close to Philip
constantly, and when he saw the signs and great miracles that were occurring, he was
amazed.

14Nowwhen the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them.

15 These two went down and prayed for them so that they would receive the Holy
Spirit.

16 (For the Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, but they had only been baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on the Samaritans, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

18 Now Simon, when he saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands, offered themmoney,

19 saying, “Giveme this power too, so that everyone I place my hands onmay receive
the Holy Spirit.”

20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you
could acquire God’s gift with money!

21You have no share or part in thismatter because your heart is not right before God!
22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that he may

perhaps forgive you for the intent of your heart.
23For I see that you are bitterly envious and in bondage to sin.”
24 But Simon replied, “You pray to the Lord for me so that nothing of what you have

said may happen tome.”
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25 So after Peter and John had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord,
they started back to Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many Samaritan villages
as they went.

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south on the road that goes

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.)
27 So he got up and went. There he met an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasury. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship,

28andwas returning home, sitting in his chariot, reading the prophet Isaiah.
29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
30So Philip ran up to it and heard theman reading Isaiah the prophet. He asked him,

“Do you understand what you’re reading?”
31Themanreplied, “Howin theworldcan I,unless someoneguidesme?” Sohe invited

Philip to come up and sit with him.
32Now the passage of scripture themanwas reading was this:

“Hewas led like a sheep to slaughter,
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open hismouth.
33 In humiliation justice was taken from him.*
Who can describe his posterity?
For his life was taken away from the earth.”

34Then the eunuch said to Philip, “Please tellme, who is the prophet saying this about
– himself or someone else?”

35 So Philip started speaking, and beginning with this scripture proclaimed the good
news about Jesus to him.

36Now as they were going along the road, they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “Look, there is water! What is to stopme from being baptized?”

37 *
38 So he ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into

the water, and Philip baptized him.
39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip

away, and the eunuch did not see him anymore, but went on his way rejoicing.
40 Philip, however, found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through the area, he

proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

9
1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing out threats to murder the Lord’s disciples, went to

the high priest
2 and requested letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found

any who belonged to theWay, either men or women, he could bring them as prisoners
to Jerusalem.

3Ashewasgoingalong, approachingDamascus, suddenlya light fromheavenflashed
around him.

4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecutingme?”

5So he said, “Who are you, Lord?” He replied, “I am Jesuswhomyou are persecuting!
6But stand up and enter the city and youwill be told what youmust do.”

* 8:37 [[EMPTY]]
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7 (Now the men who were traveling with him stood there speechless, because they
heard the voice but saw no one.)

8 So Saul got up from the ground, but although his eyes were open, he could see
nothing. Leading him by the hand, his companions brought him into Damascus.

9For three days he could not see, and he neither ate nor drank anything.
10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a

vision, “Ananias,” and he replied, “Here I am, Lord.”
11 Then the Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called ‘Straight,’ and at Judas’

house look for aman from Tarsus named Saul. For he is praying,
12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and place his hands on

him so that hemay see again.”
13 But Ananias replied, “Lord, I have heard from many people about this man, how

much harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem,
14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to imprison all who call on your

name!”
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, because this man is my chosen instrument to carry

my name before Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel.
16For I will show him howmuch hemust suffer for the sake of my name.”
17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, placed his hands on Saul and said,

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came here, has
sent me so that youmay see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18 Immediately something like scales fell fromhis eyes, andhe could see again. He got
up andwas baptized,

19and after taking some food, his strength returned.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus,
20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “This man

is the Son of God.”
21 All who heard him were amazed and were saying, “Is this not the man who in

Jerusalem was ravaging those who call on this name, and who had come here to bring
them as prisoners to the chief priests?”

22 But Saul became more and more capable, and was causing consternation among
the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.

Saul’s Escape fromDamascus
23Now after some days had passed, the Jews plotted together to kill him,
24 but Saul learned of their plot against him. They were also watching the city gates

day and night so that they could kill him.
25But his disciples took him at night and let himdown through an opening in thewall

by lowering him in a basket.
Saul Returns to Jerusalem

26When he arrived in Jerusalem, he attempted to associate with the disciples, and
they were all afraid of him, because they did not believe that he was a disciple.

27 But Barnabas took Saul, brought him to the apostles, and related to them how he
had seen the Lord on the road, that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus
he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.

28 So he was staying with them, associating openly with them in Jerusalem, speaking
out boldly in the name of the Lord.

29Hewas speaking and debating with the Greek-speaking Jews, but they were trying
to kill him.

30When the brothers found out about this, they brought him down to Caesarea and
sent him away to Tarsus.
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31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria experienced peace and
thus was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and in the encouragement of the
Holy Spirit, the church increased in numbers.

Peter Heals Aeneas
32Now as Peter was traveling around from place to place, he also came down to the

saints who lived in Lydda.
33He found there amannamedAeneaswhohad been confined to amattress for eight

years because he was paralyzed.
34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Get up and make your own

bed!” And immediately he got up.
35All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.
Peter Raises Dorcas

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which in translation means
Dorcas). She was continually doing good deeds and acts of charity.

37At that timeshebecamesickanddied. When theyhadwashedherbody, theyplaced
it in an upstairs room.

38Because Lyddawas near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peterwas there, they
sent twomen to him and urged him, “Come to us without delay.”

39 So Peter got up and went with them, and when he arrived they brought him to the
upper room. All the widows stood beside him, crying and showing him the tunics and
other clothing Dorcas used to make while she was with them.

40 But Peter sent them all outside, knelt down, and prayed. Turning to the body, he
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.

41He gave her his hand and helped her get up. Then he called the saints and widows
and presented her alive.

42This became known throughout all Joppa, andmany believed in the Lord.
43 So Peter stayedmany days in Joppa with aman named Simon, a tanner.

10
1Now therewas aman in Caesarea namedCornelius, a centurion ofwhatwas known

as the Italian Cohort.
2He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was all his household; he did many acts of

charity for the people and prayed to God regularly.
3 About three o’clock one afternoon he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God who

came in and said to him, “Cornelius.”
4 Staring at him and becoming greatly afraid, Cornelius replied, “What is it, Lord?”

Theangel said tohim, “Yourprayersandyouractsof charityhavegoneupasamemorial
before God.

5Now sendmen to Joppa and summon aman named Simon, who is called Peter.
6Thisman is staying as a guest with aman named Simon, a tanner, whose house is by

the sea.”
7 When the angel who had spoken to him departed, Cornelius called two of his

personal servants and a devout soldier from among those who served him,
8andwhen he had explained everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.
9 About noon the next day, while they were on their way and approaching the city,

Peter went up on the roof to pray.
10He became hungry and wanted to eat, but while they were preparing the meal, a

trance came over him.
11Hesawheavenopenedandanobject something likea large sheetdescending, being

let down to earth by its four corners.
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12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth and wild birds.
13Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; slaughter and eat!”
14 But Peter said, “Certainly not, Lord, for I have never eaten anything defiled and

ritually unclean!”
15The voice spoke to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, youmust

not consider ritually unclean!”
16This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into heaven.
17Now while Peter was puzzling over what the vision he had seen could signify, the

men sent by Cornelius had learnedwhere Simon’s housewas and approached the gate.
18They called out to ask if Simon, known as Peter, was staying there as a guest.
19 While Peter was still thinking seriously about the vision, the Spirit said to him,

“Look! Threemen are looking for you.
20But get up, go down, and accompany themwithout hesitation, because I have sent

them.”
21 So Peter went down to themen and said, “Here I am, the person you’re looking for.

Why have you come?”
22They said, “Cornelius the centurion, a righteous and God-fearingman, well spoken

of by thewhole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to summon you to his house
and to hear amessage from you.”

23 So Peter invited them in and entertained them as guests.
On the next day he got up and set outwith them, and some of the brothers from Joppa

accompanied him.
24 The following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting anxiously for

them and had called together his relatives and close friends.
25 So when Peter came in, Cornelius met him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him.
26But Peter helped him up, saying, “Stand up. I too am ameremortal.”
27Peter continued talkingwithhimashewent in, andhe foundmanypeople gathered

together.
28He said to them, “You know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or visit a

Gentile, yet God has shownme that I should call no person defiled or ritually unclean.
29Thereforewhen you sent forme, I camewithout any objection. Nowmay I askwhy

you sent for me?”
30Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock in the afternoon,

I was praying inmy house, and suddenly aman in shining clothing stood before me
31and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has beenheard and your acts of charity have been

remembered before God.
32 Therefore send to Joppa and summon Simon, who is called Peter. This man is

staying as a guest in the house of Simon the tanner, by the sea.’
33Therefore I sent for you at once, and youwere kind enough to come. So nowwe are

all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to
say to us.”

34 Then Peter started speaking: “I now truly understand that God does not show
favoritism in dealing with people,

35 but in every nation the person who fears him and does what is right is welcomed
before him.

36You know themessage he sent to the people of Israel, proclaiming the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all) –

37 you know what happened throughout Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John announced:
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38with respect to Jesus from Nazareth, that God anointed him with the Holy Spirit
and with power. He went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, because Godwas with him.

39Wearewitnesses of all the things he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed
him by hanging him on a tree,

40but God raised him up on the third day and caused him to be seen,
41not by all the people, but by us, thewitnesses God had already chosen, who ate and

drank with him after he rose from the dead.
42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to warn them that he is the one

appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead.
43 About him all the prophets testify, that everyone who believes in him receives

forgiveness of sins through his name.”
The Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who
heard themessage.

45 The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were greatly astonished
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles,

46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,
47 “No one canwithhold thewater for these people to be baptized, who have received

the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?”
48 So he gave orders to have them baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they

asked him to stay for several days.

11
1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the

Gentiles too had accepted the word of God.
2Sowhen Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers took issuewith him,
3 saying, “Youwent to uncircumcisedmen and shared ameal with them.”
4But Peter began and explained it to them point by point, saying,
5 “Iwas in the city of Joppapraying, and in a trance I sawavision, an object something

like a large sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it
came tome.

6As I stared I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild animals,
reptiles, and wild birds.

7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; slaughter and eat!’
8 But I said, ‘Certainly not, Lord, for nothing defiled or ritually unclean has ever

enteredmymouth!’
9 But the voice replied a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you

must not consider ritually unclean!’
10This happened three times, and then everything was pulled up to heaven again.
11At that very moment, three men sent to me from Caesarea approached the house

where wewere staying.
12 The Spirit told me to accompany them without hesitation. These six brothers also

went withme, and we entered theman’s house.
13He informed us how he had seen an angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send

to Joppa and summon Simon, who is called Peter,
14who will speak a message to you by which you and your entire household will be

saved.’
15 Then as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as he did on us at the

beginning.
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16AndI remembered thewordof theLord, asheused to say, ‘Johnbaptizedwithwater,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’

17 Therefore if God gave them the same gift as he also gave us after believing in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to hinder God?”

18When they heard this, they ceased their objections and praised God, saying, “So
then, God has granted the repentance that leads to life even to the Gentiles.”

Activity in the Church at Antioch
19Now those who had been scattered because of the persecution that took place over

Stephenwent as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking themessage to no one
but Jews.

20 But there were some men from Cyprus and Cyrene among them who came to
Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks too, proclaiming the good news of the Lord
Jesus.

21 The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to
the Lord.

22A report about themcame to the attention of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent
Barnabas to Antioch.

23When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged them all to
remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts,

24 because he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith, and a significant
number of people were brought to the Lord.

25Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to look for Saul,
26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas

and Saul met with the church and taught a significant number of people. Now it was in
Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.

Famine Relief for Judea
27At that time some prophets came down from Jerusalem
28One of them, namedAgabus, got up andpredicted by the Spirit that a severe famine

was about to come over thewhole inhabitedworld. (This took place during the reign of
Claudius.)

29So the disciples, each in accordancewith his financial ability, decided to send relief
to the brothers living in Judea.

30They did so, sending their financial aid to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

12
1About that time King Herod laid hands on some from the church to harm them.
2He had James, the brother of John, executed with a sword.
3When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter too. (This took

place during the feast of Unleavened Bread.)
4When he had seized him, he put him in prison, handing him over to four squads of

soldiers to guardhim. Herodplanned tobringhimout forpublic trial after thePassover.
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but those in the church were earnestly praying to God

for him.
6 On that very night before Herod was going to bring him out for trial, Peter was

sleepingbetween two soldiers, boundwith two chains,while guards in front of the door
were keeping watch over the prison.

7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the prison cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him up, saying, “Get up quickly!” And the chains fell
off Peter’s wrists.
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8The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” Peter did so. Then
the angel said to him, “Put on your cloak and followme.”

9 Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening
through the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision.

10After theyhadpassed thefirst and secondguards, they came to the irongate leading
into the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went outside and walked down one
narrow street, when at once the angel left him.

11When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has
sent his angel and rescuedme from the hand of Herod and from everything the Jewish
people were expecting to happen.”

12When Peter realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark,
wheremany people had gathered together and were praying.

13Whenhe knocked at the door of the outer gate, a slave girl namedRhoda answered.
14When she recognized Peter’s voice, shewas so overjoyed she did not open the gate,

but ran back in and told them that Peter was standing at the gate.
15But they said to her, “You’ve lost yourmind!” But she kept insisting that it was Peter,

and they kept saying, “It is his angel!”
16Now Peter continued knocking, andwhen they opened the door and saw him, they

were greatly astonished.
17Hemotioned to themwith his hand to be quiet and then related how the Lord had

brought him out of the prison. He said, “Tell James and the brothers these things,” and
then he left and went to another place.

18 At daybreak there was great consternation among the soldiers over what had
become of Peter.

19When Herod had searched for him and did not find him, he questioned the guards
andcommanded that theybe ledaway to execution. ThenHerodwentdown fromJudea
to Caesarea and stayed there.

20 Now Herod was having an angry quarrel with the people of Tyre So they joined
together andpresented themselves before him. Andafter convincingBlastus, the king’s
personal assistant, to help them, they asked for peace, because their country’s food
supply was provided by the king’s country.

21 On a day determined in advance, Herod put on his royal robes, sat down on the
judgment seat, andmade a speech to them.

22But the crowd began to shout, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!”
23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck Herod down because he did not give the

glory to God, and he was eaten by worms and died.
24But the word of God kept on increasing andmultiplying.
25 So Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem when they had completed their

mission, bringing along with them JohnMark.

13
1Now there were these prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch: Barnabas,

Simeon called Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, Manaen (a close friend of Herod the tetrarch
from childhood ) and Saul.

2While theywere serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart forme
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

3 Then, after they had fasted and prayed and placed their hands on them, they sent
them off.

Paul and Barnabas Preach in Cyprus
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4 So Barnabas and Saul, sent out by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia, and from
there they sailed to Cyprus.

5When they arrived in Salamis, they began to proclaim theword of God in the Jewish
synagogues. (Now they also had John as their assistant.)

6 When they had crossed over the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a
magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus,

7 who was with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. The proconsul
summoned Barnabas and Saul and wanted to hear the word of God.

8But the magician Elymas (for that is the way his name is translated) opposed them,
trying to turn the proconsul away from the faith.

9But Saul (also known as Paul), filled with the Holy Spirit, stared straight at him
10 and said, “You who are full of all deceit and all wrongdoing, you son of the devil,

you enemy of all righteousness –will you not stopmaking crooked the straight paths of
the Lord?

11Now look, the hand of the Lord is against you, and you will be blind, unable to see
the sun for a time!” Immediately mistiness and darkness came over him, and he went
around seeking people to lead him by the hand.

12 Then when the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, because he was
greatly astounded at the teaching about the Lord.

Paul and Barnabas at Pisidian Antioch
13 Then Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos and came to Perga in

Pamphylia, but John left them and returned to Jerusalem.
14Moving on from Perga, they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and on the Sabbath day

they went into the synagogue and sat down.
15 After the reading from the law and the prophets, the leaders of the synagogue

sent them amessage, saying, “Brothers, if you have anymessage of exhortation for the
people, speak it.”

16 So Paul stood up, gestured with his hand and said,
“Men of Israel, and you Gentiles who fear God, listen:
17TheGod of this people Israel chose our ancestors andmade the people great during

their stay as foreigners in the country of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out
of it.

18For a period of about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness.
19After hehaddestroyed sevennations in the landof Canaan, he gavehis people their

land as an inheritance.
20All this took about four hundredfifty years. After this he gave them judges until the

time of Samuel the prophet.
21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man from the

tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty years.
22After removing him, God raised upDavid their king. He testified about him: ‘ I have

foundDavid the son of Jesse to be aman aftermy heart, whowill accomplish everything
I want him to do.’

23 From the descendants of this man God brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, just as he
promised.

24 Before Jesus arrived, John had proclaimed a baptism for repentance to all the
people of Israel.

25But while Johnwas completing his mission, he said repeatedly, ‘What do you think
I am? I amnot he. But look, one is coming afterme. I amnotworthy to untie the sandals
on his feet!’

26Brothers, descendants ofAbraham’s family, and thoseGentiles amongyouwho fear
God, themessage of this salvation has been sent to us.
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27 For the people who live in Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize him, and
they fulfilled the sayings of the prophets that are read every Sabbath by condemning
him.

28 Though they found no basis for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him
executed.

29When theyhadaccomplishedeverything thatwaswrittenabouthim, they tookhim
down from the cross and placed him in a tomb.

30But God raised him from the dead,
31and formany days he appeared to thosewho had accompanied him fromGalilee to

Jerusalem. These are now his witnesses to the people.
32Andwe proclaim to you the good news about the promise to our ancestors,
33 that this promise God has fulfilled to us, their children, by raising Jesus, as also it is

written in the second psalm, ‘ You aremy Son; today I have fathered you*.’
34But regarding the fact that he has raised Jesus from the dead, never again to be in

a state of decay, God has spoken in this way: ‘ I will give you the holy and trustworthy
promisesmade to David*.’

35 Therefore he also says in another psalm, ‘ You will not permit your Holy One to
experience decay*.’

36 For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his own generation, died, was
buried with his ancestors, and experienced decay,

37but the one whomGod raised up did not experience decay.
38Therefore let it be known to you, brothers, that through this one forgiveness of sins

is proclaimed to you,
39and by this one everyonewho believes is justified from everything fromwhich the

law of Moses could not justify you.
40Watch out, then, thatwhat is spoken about by the prophets does not happen to you:

41 ‘ Look, you scoffers; be amazed and perish!
For I am doing awork in your days,
a work youwould never believe, even if someone tells you.’ ”

42As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people were urging them to speak about
these things on the next Sabbath.

43 When the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and God-
fearingproselytes followedPaul andBarnabas,whowere speakingwith themandwere
persuading them to continue in the grace of God.

44On the next Sabbath almost the whole city assembled together to hear the word of
the Lord.

45But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy, and they began
to contradict what Paul was saying by reviling him.

46Both Paul and Barnabas replied courageously, “It was necessary to speak the word
of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal
life, we are turning to the Gentiles.

47For this is what the Lord has commanded us: ‘ I have appointed you to be a light for
the Gentiles, to bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”

48When theGentiles heard this, they began to rejoice andpraise theword of the Lord,
and all who had been appointed for eternal life believed.

49 So the word of the Lord was spreading through the entire region.
50 But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high social standing and the

prominentmenof the city, stirreduppersecutionagainst Paul andBarnabas, and threw
them out of their region.
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51 So after they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, they went to
Iconium.

52And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

14
1The same thing happened in Iconiumwhen Paul and Barnabaswent into the Jewish

synagogue and spoke in such away that a large group of both Jews andGreeks believed.
2But the Jewswho refused to believe stirredup theGentiles andpoisoned theirminds

against the brothers.
3So they stayed there for a considerable time, speaking out courageously for theLord,

who testified to the message of his grace, granting miraculous signs and wonders to be
performed through their hands.

4But the population of the city was divided; some sidedwith the Jews, and somewith
the apostles.

5When both the Gentiles and the Jews (together with their rulers) made an attempt
to mistreat them and stone them,

6Paul andBarnabas learned about it andfled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and the
surrounding region.

7There they continued to proclaim the good news.
Paul and Barnabas at Lystra

8 In Lystra sat a man who could not use his feet, lame from birth, who had never
walked.

9Thismanwas listening to Paul as hewas speaking. WhenPaul stared intently at him
and saw he had faith to be healed,

10he saidwith a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And theman leaped up and
began walking.

11 So when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian
language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!”

12 They began to call Barnabas Zeus and Paul Hermes, because he was the chief
speaker.

13 The priest of the temple of Zeus, located just outside the city, brought bulls and
garlands to the city gates; he and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifices to them.

14Butwhen the apostles Barnabas andPaul heard about it, they tore their clothes and
rushed out into the crowd, shouting,

15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are men, with human natures
just like you! We are proclaiming the good news to you, so that you should turn from
these worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and
everything that is in them.

16 In past generations he allowed all the nations to go their ownways,
17 yet he did not leave himself without a witness by doing good, by giving you rain

from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and your hearts with joy.”
18 Even by saying these things, they scarcely persuaded the crowds not to offer

sacrifice to them.
19But Jews came fromAntioch and Iconium, and after winning the crowds over, they

stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, presuming him to be dead.
20But after the disciples had surrounded him, he got up and went back into the city.

On the next day he left with Barnabas for Derbe.
Paul and Barnabas Return to Antioch in Syria

21After theyhadproclaimed the goodnews in that city andmademanydisciples, they
returned to Lystra,
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22 They strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in
the faith, saying, “Wemust enter the kingdom of God throughmany persecutions.”

23When they had appointed elders for them in the various churches, with prayer and
fasting they entrusted them to the protection of the Lord in whom they had believed.

24Then they passed through Pisidia and came into Pamphylia,
25andwhen they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
26 From there they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been commended to the

grace of God for the work they had now completed.
27When they arrived and gathered the church together, they reported all the things

God had done with them, and that he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles.
28 So they spent considerable time with the disciples.

15
1Nowsomemen camedown from Judea andbegan to teach the brothers, “Unless you

are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”
2When Paul and Barnabas had a major argument and debate with them, the church

appointed Paul and Barnabas and some others from among them to go up tomeet with
the apostles and elders in Jerusalem about this point of disagreement.

3 So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both
Phoenicia and Samaria, they were relating at length the conversion of the Gentiles and
bringing great joy to all the brothers.

4When they arrived in Jerusalem, theywere received by the church and the apostles
and the elders, and they reported all the things God had done with them.

5 But some from the religious party of the Pharisees who had believed stood up and
said, “It is necessary to circumcise the Gentiles and to order them to observe the law of
Moses.”

6Both the apostles and the elders met together to deliberate about this matter.
7After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you

know that some time ago God choseme to preach to the Gentiles so theywould hear the
message of the gospel and believe.

8And God, who knows the heart, has testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit
just as he did to us,

9and hemade no distinction between them and us, cleansing their hearts by faith.
10So nowwhy are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a

yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?
11On the contrary, we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus,

in the sameway as they are.”
12Thewhole groupkept quiet and listened toBarnabas andPaulwhile they explained

all the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them.
13After they stopped speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me.
14 Simeon has explained how God first concerned himself to select from among the

Gentiles a people for his name.
15The words of the prophets agree with this, as it is written,

16 ‘After this I will return,
and I will rebuild the fallen tent of David;*
I will rebuild its ruins and restore it,*
17 so that the rest of humanitymay seek the Lord,*
namely, all theGentiles I have called tobemyown,’ says theLord,* whomakes these things
18 known from long ago.
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19 “Therefore I conclude thatwe should not cause extra difficulty for those among the
Gentiles who are turning to God,

20but thatwe shouldwrite thema letter telling them to abstain from things defiled by
idols and from sexual immorality and fromwhat has been strangled and from blood.

21 For Moses has had those who proclaim him in every town from ancient times,
because he is read aloud in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to send men chosen
from among them, Judas called Barsabbas and Silas, leaders among the brothers, to
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.

23They sent this letter with them:
From the apostles and elders, your brothers, to the Gentile brothers and sisters in

Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, greetings!
24Sincewehaveheard that somehavegoneout fromamonguswithnoorders from

us and have confused you, upsetting yourminds by what they said,
25we have unanimously decided to choosemen to send to you along with our dear

friends Barnabas and Paul,
26who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas who will tell you these things them-

selves in person.
28For it seemed best to the Holy Spirit and to us not to place any greater burden on

you than these necessary rules:
29 that you abstain frommeat that has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and

fromwhat has been strangled and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from
doing these things, you will do well. Farewell.

30 So when they were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and after gathering the
entire group together, they delivered the letter.

31When they read it aloud, the people rejoiced at its encouragement.
32Both JudasandSilas,whowereprophets themselves, encouragedandstrengthened

the brothers with a long speech.
33After they had spent some time there, theywere sent off in peace by the brothers to

those who had sent them.
34 *
35But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and proclaiming (alongwith

many others) the word of the Lord.
Paul and Barnabas Part Company

36After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s return and visit the brothers in every
townwhere we proclaimed the word of the Lord to see how they are doing.”

37Barnabas wanted to bring John calledMark along with them too,
38 but Paul insisted that they should not take along this one who had left them in

Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the work.
39They had a sharp disagreement, so that they parted company. Barnabas took along

Mark and sailed away to Cyprus,
40but Paul chose Silas and set out, commended to the graceof theLordby thebrothers

and sisters.
41He passed through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

16
1 He also came to Derbe A disciple named Timothy was there, the son of a Jewish

womanwhowas a believer, but whose father was a Greek.

* 15:34 [[EMPTY]]
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2The brothers in Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him.
3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him

because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was
Greek.

4As they went through the towns, they passed on the decrees that had been decided
on by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the Gentile believers to obey.

5So the churcheswerebeing strengthened in the faithandwere increasing innumber
every day.

Paul’s Vision of theMacedonianMan
6Theywent through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been prevented by the

Holy Spirit from speaking themessage in the province of Asia.
7When they came toMysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus

did not allow them to do this,
8 so they passed throughMysia and went down to Troas.
9A vision appeared to Paul during the night: A Macedonian man was standing there

urging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!”
10 After Paul saw the vision, we attempted immediately to go over to Macedonia,

concluding that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
Arrival at Philippi

11We put out to sea from Troas and sailed a straight course to Samothrace, the next
day to Neapolis,

12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of that district of Macedonia, a
Roman colony. We stayed in this city for some days.

13On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate to the side of the river, where we
thought there would be a place of prayer, and we sat down and began to speak to the
womenwho had assembled there.

14 A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, a God-
fearing woman, listened to us. The Lord opened her heart to respond to what Paul was
saying.

15After she and her householdwere baptized, she urged us, “If you considerme to be
a believer in the Lord, come and stay inmy house.” And she persuaded us.

Paul and Silas Are Thrown Into Prison
16Now as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave girl met us who had a spirit

that enabled her to foretell the future by supernatural means. She brought her owners
a great profit by fortune-telling.

17 She followed behind Paul and us and kept crying out, “These men are servants of
the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.”

18 She continued to do this for many days. But Paul became greatly annoyed, and
turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of
her!” And it came out of her at once.

19But when her owners saw their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas
and dragged them into themarketplace before the authorities.

20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are
throwing our city into confusion. They are Jews

21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us to accept or practice, since
we are Romans.”

22 The crowd joined the attack against them, and the magistrates tore the clothes off
Paul and Silas and ordered them to be beaten with rods.

23After they had beaten them severely, they threw them into prison and commanded
the jailer to guard them securely.
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24Receiving such orders, he threw them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the
stocks.

25Aboutmidnight Paul and Silaswere praying and singing hymns toGod, and the rest
of the prisoners were listening to them.

26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken. Immediately all the doors flew open, and the bonds of all the prisoners came
loose.

27When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison standing open, he drew
his sword andwas about to kill himself, because he assumed theprisoners had escaped.

28But Paul called out loudly, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!”
29Calling for lights, the jailer rushed in and fell down trembling at the feet of Paul and

Silas.
30Then he brought them outside and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your

household.”
32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him, along with all those who were in his

house.
33At that hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and all

his family were baptized right away.
34 The jailer brought them into his house and set food before them, and he rejoiced

greatly that he had come to believe in God, together with his entire household.
35At daybreak themagistrates sent their police officers, saying, “Release those men.”
36The jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent orders

to release you. So come out now and go in peace.”
37But Paul said to the police officers, “They had us beaten in public without a proper

trial – even thoughwe are Roman citizens – and they threw us in prison. And now they
want to send us away secretly? Absolutely not! They themselves must come and escort
us out!”

38 The police officers reported these words to the magistrates. They were frightened
when they heard Paul and Silas were Roman citizens

39 and came and apologized to them. After they brought them out, they asked them
repeatedly to leave the city.

40When they came out of the prison, they entered Lydia’s house, and when they saw
the brothers, they encouraged them and then departed.

17
1After they traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,

where there was a Jewish synagogue.
2Paul went to the Jews in the synagogue, as he customarily did, and on three Sabbath

days he addressed them from the scriptures,
3explaining anddemonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and to rise from thedead,

saying, “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.”
4Some of themwere persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, alongwith a large group of

God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.
5But the Jews became jealous, and gathering together some worthless men from the

rabble in the marketplace, they formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. They
attacked Jason’s house, trying to find Paul and Silas to bring them out to the assembly.

6When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before
the city officials, screaming, “These people who have stirred up trouble throughout the
world have come here too,
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7and Jasonhaswelcomed themasguests! Theyareall actingagainst Caesar’s decrees,
saying there is another king named Jesus!”

8 They caused confusion among the crowd and the city officials who heard these
things.

9 After the city officials had received bail from Jason and the others, they released
them.

Paul and Silas at Berea
10 The brothers sent Paul and Silas off to Berea at once, during the night. When they

arrived, they went to the Jewish synagogue.
11 These Jews were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they eagerly

received themessage, examining the scriptures carefully everyday to see if these things
were so.

12Thereforemany of thembelieved, alongwith quite a few prominent Greekwomen
andmen.

13Butwhen the Jews fromThessalonicaheard that Paulhadalsoproclaimed theword
of God in Berea, they came there too, inciting and disturbing the crowds.

14 Then the brothers sent Paul away to the coast at once, but Silas and Timothy
remained in Berea.

15Thosewho accompanied Paul escorted him as far as Athens, and after receiving an
order for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they left.

Paul at Athens
16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was greatly upset because he

saw the city was full of idols.
17 So he was addressing the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles in the synagogue, and

in themarketplace every day those who happened to be there.
18Also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him, and

somewere asking, “What does this foolish babblerwant to say?” Others said, “He seems
tobeaproclaimerof foreigngods.” (They said this becausehewasproclaiming the good
news about Jesus and the resurrection.)

19 So they took Paul and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what
this new teaching is that you are proclaiming?

20For you are bringing some surprising things to our ears, so we want to knowwhat
theymean.”

21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there used to spend their time in
nothing else than telling or listening to something new.)

22SoPaul stoodbefore theAreopagus and said, “MenofAthens, I see that you are very
religious in all respects.

23For as I went around and observed closely your objects of worship, I even found an
altar with this inscription: ‘To an unknown god.’ Therefore what you worship without
knowing it, this I proclaim to you.

24TheGodwhomade theworld and everything in it, who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in temples made by human hands,

25nor ishe servedbyhumanhands, as if heneededanything, becausehehimself gives
life and breath and everything to everyone.

26From oneman hemade every nation of the human race to inhabit the entire earth,
determining their set times and the fixed limits of the places where they would live,

27 so that theywould search for God and perhaps grope around for him and find him,
though he is not far from each one of us.

28For in himwe live andmove about and exist, as even some of your own poets have
said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’
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29 So since we are God’s offspring, we should not think the deity is like gold or silver
or stone, an imagemade by human skill and imagination.

30 Therefore, although God has overlooked such times of ignorance, he now com-
mands all people everywhere to repent,

31because he has set a day on which he is going to judge the world in righteousness,
by amanwhomhe designated, having provided proof to everyone by raising him from
the dead.”

32Now when they heard about the resurrection from the dead, some began to scoff,
but others said, “Wewill hear you again about this.”

33 So Paul left the Areopagus.
34But some people joined him and believed. Among them were Dionysius, who was

amember of the Areopagus, a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

18
1After this Paul departed from Athens
2Therehe founda JewnamedAquila, a native of Pontus,whohad recently come from

Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to depart from
Rome. Paul approached them,

3 and because he worked at the same trade, he stayed with them and worked with
them (for they were tentmakers by trade).

4He addressed both Jews and Greeks in the synagogue every Sabbath, attempting to
persuade them.

5 Now when Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul became wholly ab-
sorbed with proclaiming the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

6When they opposed him and reviled him, he protested by shaking out his clothes
and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am guiltless! Fromnow on Iwill
go to the Gentiles!”

7Then Paul left the synagogue andwent to the house of a person named Titius Justus,
a Gentile whoworshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.

8 Crispus, the president of the synagogue, believed in the Lord together with his
entire household, and many of the Corinthians who heard about it believed and were
baptized.

9The Lord said to Paul by a vision in the night, “Donot be afraid, but speak and do not
be silent,

10 because I am with you, and no one will assault you to harm you, because I have
many people in this city.”

11 So he stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
Paul Before the Proconsul Gallio

12 Now while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews attacked Paul together and
brought him before the judgment seat,

13 saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God in a way contrary to the
law!”

14 But just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of
some crime or serious piece of villainy, I would have been justified in accepting the
complaint of you Jews,

15but since it concerns points of disagreement aboutwords andnames and your own
law, settle it yourselves. I will not be a judge of these things!”

16Then he had them forced away from the judgment seat.
17So they all seized Sosthenes, the president of the synagogue, and began to beat him

in front of the judgment seat. Yet none of these things were of any concern to Gallio.
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Paul Returns to Antioch in Syria
18 Paul, after staying many more days in Corinth, said farewell to the brothers and

sailed away to Syria accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. He had his hair cut off at
Cenchrea because he hadmade a vow.

19 When they reached Ephesus, Paul left Priscilla and Aquila behind there, but he
himself went into the synagogue and addressed the Jews.

20When they asked him to stay longer, he would not consent,
21 but said farewell to them and added, “I will come back to you again if God wills.”

Then he set sail from Ephesus,
22andwhen he arrived at Caesarea,
23After he spent some time there, Paul left andwent through the regionofGalatia and

Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.
Apollos Begins HisMinistry

24Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, arrived in Ephesus. He was an
eloquent speaker, well-versed in the scriptures.

25He had been instructed in theway of the Lord, andwith great enthusiasmhe spoke
and taught accurately the facts about Jesus, although he knewonly the baptism of John.

26He began to speak out fearlessly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they took him aside and explained the way of God to himmore accurately.

27When Apollos wanted to cross over to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and
wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he assisted greatly those who
had believed by grace,

28 for he refuted the Jews vigorously in public debate, demonstrating from the
scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

19
1While Apollos was in Corinth, He found some disciples there
2and said to them, “Did you receive theHoly Spiritwhenyoubelieved?” They replied,

“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 So Paul said, “Into what then were you baptized?” “Into John’s baptism,” they

replied.
4Paul said, “John baptizedwith a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe

in the one whowas to come after him, that is, in Jesus.”
5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus,
6andwhen Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they

began to speak in tongues and to prophesy.
7 (Now there were about twelvemen in all.)
Paul Continues toMinister at Ephesus

8SoPaul entered the synagogueand spokeout fearlessly for threemonths, addressing
and convincing them about the kingdom of God.

9 But when some were stubborn and refused to believe, reviling the Way before the
congregation, he left them and took the disciples with him, addressing them every day
in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.

10This went on for two years, so that all who lived in the province of Asia, both Jews
and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord.

The Seven Sons of Sceva
11Godwas performing extraordinarymiracles by Paul’s hands,
12so thatwhenevenhandkerchiefs oraprons thathad touchedhisbodywerebrought

to the sick, their diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.
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13But some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over
those who were possessed by evil spirits, saying, “I sternly warn you by Jesus whom
Paul preaches.”

14 (Now seven sons of a man named Sceva, a Jewish high priest, were doing this.)
15 But the evil spirit replied to them, “I know about Jesus and I am acquainted with

Paul, but who are you?”
16Then themanwhowas possessed by the evil spirit jumped on them and beat them

all into submission. He prevailed against them so that they fled from that house naked
andwounded.

17 This became known to all who lived in Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks; fear came
over them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was praised.

18Many of thosewho had believed came forward, confessing andmaking their deeds
known.

19Large numbers of thosewho had practicedmagic collected their books and burned
themup in the presence of everyone. When the value of the bookswas added up, it was
found to total fifty thousand silver coins.

20 In this way the word of the Lord continued to grow in power and to prevail.

ARiot in Ephesus
21Nowafter all these things had takenplace, Paul resolved to go to Jerusalem, passing

throughMacedoniaandAchaia. He said, “After Ihavebeen there, Imust also seeRome.”
22 So after sending two of his assistants, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, he

himself stayed on for a while in the province of Asia.
23At that time a great disturbance took place concerning theWay.
24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines of Artemis,

brought a great deal of business to the craftsmen.
25 He gathered these together, along with the workmen in similar trades, and said,

“Men, you know that our prosperity comes from this business.
26And you see and hear that this Paul has persuaded and turned away a large crowd,

not only in Ephesus but in practically all of the province of Asia, by saying that gods
made by hands are not gods at all.

27There is danger not only that this business of ourswill come into disrepute, but also
that the temple of the great goddess Artemiswill be regarded as nothing, and shewhom
all the province of Asia and the world worship will suffer the loss of her greatness.”

28When they heard this they became enraged and began to shout, “Great is Artemis
of the Ephesians!”

29 The city was filled with the uproar, and the crowd rushed to the theater together,
draggingwith themGaius andAristarchus, theMacedonianswhowere Paul’s traveling
companions.

30ButwhenPaulwanted to enter the public assembly, the discipleswould not let him.
31Even someof theprovincial authoritieswhowerehis friends sent amessage tohim,

urging him not to venture into the theater.
32 So then some were shouting one thing, some another, for the assembly was in

confusion, andmost of them did not knowwhy they hadmet together.
33Some of the crowd concluded it was about Alexander because the Jews had pushed

him to the front. Alexander, gesturing with his hand, was wanting to make a defense
before the public assembly.

34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison, “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!” for about two hours.
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35After the city secretary quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, what person
is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is the keeper of the temple of
the great Artemis and of her image that fell from heaven?

36 So because these facts are indisputable, you must keep quiet and not do anything
reckless.

37For you have brought thesemenherewho are neither temple robbers nor blasphe-
mers of our goddess.

38 If then Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him have a complaint against
someone, the courts are open and there are proconsuls; let them bring charges against
one another there.

39But if you want anything in addition, it will have to be settled in a legal assembly.
40Forwe are in danger of being chargedwith rioting today, since there is no causewe

can give to explain this disorderly gathering.”
41After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.

20
1After the disturbance had ended, Paul sent for the disciples, and after encouraging

them and saying farewell, he left to go to Macedonia.
2After he had gone through those regions and spokenmanywords of encouragement

to the believers there, he came to Greece,
3where he stayed for threemonths. Because the Jews hadmade a plot against him as

he was intending to sail for Syria, he decided to return throughMacedonia.
4Paul was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, and Timothy, as well

as Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia.
5These had gone on ahead andwere waiting for us in Troas.
6We sailed away from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and within five

days we came to the others in Troas, where we stayed for seven days.
7On the first day of theweek, whenwemet to break bread, Paul began to speak to the

people, and because he intended to leave the next day, he extended his message until
midnight.

8 (Now there weremany lamps in the upstairs roomwhere weweremeeting.)
9A young man named Eutychus, who was sitting in the window, was sinking into a

deep sleepwhile Paul continued to speak for a long time. Fast asleep, he fell down from
the third story and was picked up dead.

10 But Paul went down, threw himself on the young man, put his arms around him,
and said, “Do not be distressed, for he is still alive!”

11Then Paul went back upstairs, and after he had broken bread and eaten, he talked
with them a long time, until dawn. Then he left.

12They took the boy home alive and were greatly comforted.
The Voyage toMiletus

13We went on ahead to the ship and put out to sea for Assos, intending to take Paul
aboard there, for he had arranged it this way. He himself was intending to go there by
land.

14When hemet us in Assos, we took him aboard andwent to Mitylene.
15We set sail from there, and on the following day we arrived off Chios. The next day

we approached Samos, and the day after that we arrived at Miletus.
16For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus if possible, by the day of Pentecost.
17FromMiletus he sent amessage to Ephesus, telling the elders of the church to come

to him.
18When they arrived, he said to them, “You yourselves know how I lived the whole

time I was with you, from the first day I set foot in the province of Asia,
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19 serving the Lordwith all humility andwith tears, andwith the trials that happened
tome because of the plots of the Jews.

20You know that I did not hold back from proclaiming to you anything that would be
helpful, and from teaching you publicly and from house to house,

21 testifying to both Jews and Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our
Lord Jesus.

22And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem without knowing what
will happen tome there,

23 except that the Holy Spirit warns me in town after town that imprisonment and
persecutions are waiting for me.

24But I do not consider my life worth anything to myself, so that I may finishmy task
and theministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of God’s
grace.

25 “And now I know that none of you among whom I went around proclaiming the
kingdomwill see me again.

26Therefore I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of you all.
27For I did not hold back from announcing to you the whole purpose of God.
28Watch out for yourselves and for all the flock ofwhich theHoly Spirit hasmade you

overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own
Son.

29 I know that after I am gone fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock.

30Even fromamong your owngroupmenwill arise, teaching perversions of the truth
to draw the disciples away after them.

31 Therefore be alert, remembering that night and day for three years I did not stop
warning each one of you with tears.

32And now I entrust you to God and to the message of his grace. This message is able
to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

33 I have desired no one’s silver or gold or clothing.
34Youyourselves know that thesehandsofmineprovided formyneeds and theneeds

of those whowere withme.
35By all these things, I have shown you that by working in this way wemust help the

weak, and remember thewords of theLord Jesus that hehimself said, ‘It ismoreblessed
to give than to receive.’ ”

36When he had said these things, he knelt downwith them all and prayed.
37They all began to weep loudly, and hugged Paul and kissed him,
38especially saddened bywhat he had said, that theywere not going to see him again.

Then they accompanied him to the ship.

21
1 After we tore ourselves away from them, we put out to sea, and sailing a straight

course, we came to Cos, on the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.
2We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went aboard, and put out to sea.
3Afterwe sighted Cyprus and left it behind on our port side, we sailed on to Syria and

put in at Tyre, because the ship was to unload its cargo there.
4Afterwe located the disciples, we stayed there sevendays. They repeatedly told Paul

through the Spirit not to set foot in Jerusalem.
5When our timewas over, we left and went on our way. All of them, with their wives

and children, accompanied us outside of the city. After kneeling downon the beach and
praying,
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6we said farewell to one another. Then we went aboard the ship, and they returned
to their own homes.

7 We continued the voyage from Tyre and arrived at Ptolemais, and when we had
greeted the brothers, we stayed with them for one day.

8On the next day we left and came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him.

9 (He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied.)
10 While we remained there for a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came

down from Judea.
11He came to us, took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it, and said, “The

Holy Spirit says this: ‘This is the way the Jews in Jerusalem will tie up the man whose
belt this is, and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’ ”

12 When we heard this, both we and the local people begged him not to go up to
Jerusalem.

13Then Paul replied, “What are you doing, weeping and breakingmy heart? For I am
readynot only to be tiedup, but even to die in Jerusalem for thenameof theLord Jesus.”

14 Because he could not be persuaded, we said no more except, “The Lord’s will be
done.”

15After these days we got ready and started up to Jerusalem.
16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea came along with us too, and brought us to the

house of Mnason of Cyprus, a disciple from the earliest times, with whom we were to
stay.

17Whenwe arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us gladly.
18The next day Paul went in with us to see James, and all the elders were there.
19 When Paul had greeted them, he began to explain in detail what God had done

among the Gentiles through his ministry.
20When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said to him, “You see, brother,

how many thousands of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all ardent
observers of the law.

21They have been informed about you – that you teach all the Jews now living among
the Gentiles to abandon Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live
according to our customs.

22What then should we do? They will no doubt hear that you have come.
23 So do what we tell you: We have fourmenwho have taken a vow;
24 take themand purify yourself alongwith themand pay their expenses, so that they

may have their heads shaved. Then everyone will know there is nothing in what they
have been told about you, but that you yourself live in conformity with the law.

25 But regarding the Gentiles who have believed, we have written a letter, having
decided that theyshouldavoidmeat thathasbeensacrificed to idolsandbloodandwhat
has been strangled and sexual immorality.”

26 Then Paul took the men the next day, and after he had purified himself along
with them, he went to the temple and gave notice of the completion of the days of
purification, when the sacrifice would be offered for each of them.

27When the seven dayswere almost over, the Jews from the province of Asiawhohad
seen him in the temple area stirred up the whole crowd and seized him,

28 shouting, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches everyone everywhere
against our people, our law, and this sanctuary! Furthermore he has brought Greeks
into the inner courts of the temple andmade this holy place ritually unclean!”

29 (For they had seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him previously, and
they assumed Paul had brought him into the inner temple courts.)
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30 The whole city was stirred up, and the people rushed together. They seized Paul
and dragged him out of the temple courts, and immediately the doors were shut.

31While they were trying to kill him, a report was sent up to the commanding officer
of the cohort that all Jerusalemwas in confusion.

32He immediately took soldiers and centurions and ran down to the crowd. When
they saw the commanding officer and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.

33Then the commanding officer cameupandarrestedhimandorderedhim tobe tied
up with two chains; he then asked who he was andwhat he had done.

34 But some in the crowd shouted one thing, and others something else, and when
the commanding officerwas unable to find out the truth because of the disturbance, he
ordered Paul to be brought into the barracks.

35When he came to the steps, Paul had to be carried by the soldiers because of the
violence of themob,

36 for a crowd of people followed them, screaming, “Awaywith him!”
37 As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the commanding

officer, “May I say something to you?” The officer replied, “Do you know Greek?
38 Then you’re not that Egyptian who started a rebellion and led the four thousand

men of the ‘Assassins’ into the wilderness some time ago?”
39 Paul answered, “I am a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of an important city.

Please allowme to speak to the people.”
40When the commanding officer had given him permission, Paul stood on the steps

and gestured to the people with his hand. When they had become silent, he addressed
them in Aramaic,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to my defense that I nowmake to you.”
2 (When they heard that he was addressing them in Aramaic, they became even

quieter.) Then Paul said,
3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated with

strictness under Gamaliel according to the law of our ancestors, and was zealous for
God just as all of you are today.

4 I persecuted thisWay even to the point of death, tying up bothmen andwomen and
putting them in prison,

5 as both the high priest and the whole council of elders can testify about me. From
them I also received letters to the brothers in Damascus, and I was on my way to make
arrests there and bring the prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished.

6As I was en route and near Damascus, about noon a very bright light from heaven
suddenly flashed aroundme.

7 Then I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecutingme?’

8 I answered, ‘Whoare you, Lord?’ He said tome, ‘I am Jesus theNazarene, whomyou
are persecuting.’

9Those who were with me saw the light, but did not understand the voice of the one
whowas speaking to me.

10 So I asked, ‘What should I do, Lord?’ The Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go to
Damascus; there you will be told about everything that you have been designated to
do.’

11 Since I could not see because of the brilliance of that light, I came to Damascus led
by the hand of those whowere withme.
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12AmannamedAnanias, a devoutman according to the law,well spoken of by all the
Jews who live there,

13 came to me and stood beside me and said to me, ‘Brother Saul, regain your sight!’
And at that verymoment I looked up and saw him.

14Then he said, ‘The God of our ancestors has already chosen you to know his will, to
see the Righteous One, and to hear a command from his mouth,

15because you will be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard.
16Andnowwhat are youwaiting for? Get up, be baptized, andhave your sinswashed

away, calling on his name.’
17When I returned to Jerusalem andwas praying in the temple, I fell into a trance
18 and saw the Lord saying to me, ‘Hurry and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because

they will not accept your testimony about me.’
19 I replied, ‘Lord, they themselves know that I imprisoned and beat those in the

various synagogues who believed in you.
20 And when the blood of your witness Stephen was shed, I myself was standing

nearby, approving, and guarding the cloaks of those whowere killing him.’
21Then he said to me, ‘Go, because I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’ ”
The Roman Commander Questions Paul

22The crowdwas listening to him until he said this. Then they raised their voices and
shouted, “Awaywith this man from the earth! For he should not be allowed to live!”

23While theywere screaming and throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust in the air,
24 the commanding officer ordered Paul to be brought back into the barracks. He told

them to interrogate Paul by beating himwith a lash so that he could find out the reason
the crowdwas shouting at Paul in this way.

25When they had stretched him out for the lash, Paul said to the centurion standing
nearby, “Is it legal for you to lash amanwho is a Roman citizenwithout a proper trial?”

26When the centurion heard this, hewent to the commanding officer and reported it,
saying, “What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman citizen.”

27 So the commanding officer came and asked Paul, “Tell me, are you a Roman
citizen?” He replied, “Yes.”

28The commanding officer answered, “I acquired this citizenshipwith a large sum of
money.” “But I was even born a citizen,” Paul replied.

29 Then those who were about to interrogate him stayed away from him, and the
commanding officer was frightened when he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen
and that he had had him tied up.

Paul Before the Sanhedrin
30Thenext day, because the commandingofficerwanted to know the true reasonPaul

was being accused by the Jews, he released him and ordered the chief priests and the
whole council to assemble. He thenbrought Paul downandhadhim standbefore them.

23
1 Paul looked directly at the council and said, “Brothers, I have lived my life with a

clear conscience before God to this day.”
2At that the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike himon the

mouth.
3Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, youwhitewashedwall! Do you sit

there judging me according to the law, and in violation of the law you order me to be
struck?”

4Those standing near him said, “Do you dare insult God’s high priest?”
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5Paul replied, “I did not realize, brothers, that hewas the high priest, for it is written,
‘ Youmust not speak evil about a ruler of your people.’ ”

6Thenwhen Paul noticed that part of themwere Sadducees and the others Pharisees,
he shouted out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on
trial concerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead!”

7When he said this, an argument began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees,
and the assembly was divided.

8 (For the Sadducees say there is no resurrection, or angel, or spirit, but the Pharisees
acknowledge them all.)

9 There was a great commotion, and some experts in the law from the party of the
Pharisees stoodupandprotested strongly, “Wefindnothingwrongwith thisman. What
if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?”

10 When the argument became so great the commanding officer feared that they
would tear Paul to pieces, he ordered the detachment to go down, take him away from
them by force, and bring him into the barracks.

11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Have courage, for just as
you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so youmust also testify in Rome.”

The Plot to Kill Paul
12Whenmorning came, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselveswith an

oath not to eat or drink anything until they had killed Paul.
13There weremore than forty of themwho formed this conspiracy.
14 They went to the chief priests and the elders and said, “We have bound ourselves

with a solemn oath not to partake of anything until we have killed Paul.
15 So now you and the council request the commanding officer to bring him down to

you, as if youwere going to determine his case by conducting amore thorough inquiry.
We are ready to kill him before he comes near this place.”

16Butwhen the son of Paul’s sister heard about the ambush, he came and entered the
barracks and told Paul.

17Paul calledoneof thecenturionsandsaid, “Take thisyoungmanto thecommanding
officer, for he has something to report to him.”

18 So the centurion took him and brought him to the commanding officer and said,
“The prisoner Paul called me and asked me to bring this young man to you because he
has something to tell you.”

19 The commanding officer took him by the hand, withdrew privately, and asked,
“What is it that you want to report to me?”

20 He replied, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council
tomorrow, as if they were going to inquire more thoroughly about him.

21 So do not let them persuade you to do this, because more than forty of them are
lying in ambush for him. They have bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink
anything until they have killed him, and now they are ready, waiting for you to agree to
their request.”

22Then the commanding officer sent the youngman away, directing him, “Tell no one
that you have reported these things to me.”

23 Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, “Make ready two hundred
soldiers to go to Caesarea along with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen
by nine o’clock tonight,

24 and provide mounts for Paul to ride so that he may be brought safely to Felix the
governor.”

25Hewrote a letter that went like this:
26Claudius Lysias to His Excellency Governor Felix, greetings.
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27 This man was seized by the Jews and they were about to kill him, when I came
up with the detachment and rescued him, because I had learned that he was a Roman
citizen.

28 Since I wanted to know what charge they were accusing him of, I brought him
down to their council.

29 I foundhewas accusedwith reference to controversial questions about their law,
but no charge against him deserved death or imprisonment.

30When I was informed therewould be a plot against this man, I sent him to you at
once, also ordering his accusers to state their charges against him before you.

31 So the soldiers, in accordance with their orders, took Paul and brought him to
Antipatris during the night.

32 The next day they let the horsemen go on with him, and they returned to the
barracks.

33When thehorsemen came to Caesarea anddelivered the letter to the governor, they
also presented Paul to him.

34When the governor had read the letter, he askedwhat province hewas from. When
he learned that he was from Cilicia,

35he said, “I will give you a hearingwhen your accusers arrive too.” Then he ordered
that Paul be kept under guard in Herod’s palace.

24
1After five days the high priest Ananias camedownwith some elders and an attorney

named Tertullus, and they brought formal charges against Paul to the governor.
2When Paul had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, “We have

experienced a lengthy time of peace through your rule, and reforms are beingmade in
this nation through your foresight.

3Most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this everywhere and in every way with all
gratitude.

4 But so that I may not delay you any further, I beg you to hear us briefly with your
customary graciousness.

5 For we have found this man to be a troublemaker, one who stirs up riots among all
the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.

6He even tried to desecrate the temple, so we arrested him.
7 *
8When you examine him yourself, you will be able to learn from him about all these

things we are accusing him of doing.”
9The Jews also joined in the verbal attack, claiming that these things were true.

Paul’s Defense Before Felix
10When the governor gestured for him to speak, Paul replied, “Because I know that

you have been a judge over this nation for many years, I confidently makemy defense.
11Asyoucanverify for yourself, notmore than twelvedaysago Iwentup to Jerusalem

to worship.
12 They did not find me arguing with anyone or stirring up a crowd in the temple

courts or in the synagogues or throughout the city,
13nor can they prove to you the things they are accusingme of doing.
14 But I confess this to you, that I worship the God of our ancestors according to the

Way (which they call a sect), believing everything that is according to the law and that
is written in the prophets.

* 24:7 [[EMPTY]]
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15 I have a hope in God (a hope that these men themselves accept too) that there is
going to be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.

16 This is the reason I do my best to always have a clear conscience toward God and
toward people.

17 After several years I came to bring to my people gifts for the poor and to present
offerings,

18which I was doing when they found me in the temple, ritually purified, without a
crowd or a disturbance.

19But there are some Jews from the province of Asia who should be here before you
and bring charges, if they have anything against me.

20 Or these men here should tell what crime they found me guilty of when I stood
before the council,

21 other than this one thing I shouted out while I stood before them: ‘I am on trial
before you today concerning the resurrection of the dead.’ ”

22 Then Felix, who understood the facts concerning the Way more accurately, ad-
journed their hearing, saying, “WhenLysias the commandingofficer comesdown, Iwill
decide your case.”

23He ordered the centurion to guard Paul, but to let him have some freedom, and not
to prevent any of his friends frommeeting his needs.

Paul Speaks Repeatedly to Felix
24Some days later, when Felix arrivedwith his wife Drusilla, whowas Jewish, he sent

for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.
25While Paul was discussing righteousness, self-control, and the coming judgment,

Felix became frightened and said, “Go away for now, andwhen I have an opportunity, I
will send for you.”

26At the same time he was also hoping that Paul would give himmoney, and for this
reason he sent for Paul as often as possible and talked with him.

27After two years had passed, Porcius Festus succeeded Felix, and because hewanted
to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.

25
Paul Appeals to Caesar

1Now three days after Festus arrived in the province, he went up to Jerusalem from
Caesarea.

2So the chief priests and themost prominentmen of the Jews brought formal charges
against Paul to him.

3Requesting him to do them a favor against Paul, they urged Festus to summon him
to Jerusalem, planning an ambush to kill him along the way.

4 Then Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea, and he himself intended
to go there shortly.

5 “So,” he said, “let your leaders go down there with me, and if this man has done
anything wrong, theymay bring charges against him.”

6After Festus had stayed notmore than eight or ten days among them, hewent down
to Caesarea, and the next day he sat on the judgment seat and ordered Paul to be
brought.

7When he arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him,
bringingmany serious charges that they were not able to prove.

8 Paul said in his defense, “I have committed no offense against the Jewish law or
against the temple or against Caesar.”
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9 But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, asked Paul, “Are you willing to go up to
Jerusalem and be tried before me there on these charges?”

10Paul replied, “I am standing before Caesar’s judgment seat, where I should be tried.
I have done nothing wrong to the Jews, as you also know very well.

11 If then I am in the wrong and have done anything that deserves death, I am not
trying to escape dying, but if not one of their charges against me is true, no one can
handme over to them. I appeal to Caesar!”

12 Then, after conferring with his council, Festus replied, “You have appealed to
Caesar; to Caesar you will go!”

Festus Asks King Agrippa for Advice
13After several days had passed, King Agrippa andBernice arrived at Caesarea to pay

their respects to Festus.
14While they were staying there many days, Festus explained Paul’s case to the king

to get his opinion, saying, “There is a man left here as a prisoner by Felix.
15When I was in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me

about him, asking for a sentence of condemnation against him.
16 I answered them that it was not the custom of the Romans to hand over anyone

before the accused hadmet his accusers face to face andhad been given an opportunity
to make a defense against the accusation.

17So after they came back here withme, I did not postpone the case, but the next day
I sat on the judgment seat and ordered theman to be brought.

18When his accusers stood up, they did not charge him with any of the evil deeds I
had suspected.

19Rather they had several points of disagreement with him about their own religion
and about a man named Jesus whowas dead, whom Paul claimed to be alive.

20 Because I was at a loss how I could investigate these matters, I asked if he were
willing to go to Jerusalem and be tried there on these charges.

21 But when Paul appealed to be kept in custody for the decision of His Majesty the
Emperor, I ordered him to be kept under guard until I could send him to Caesar.”

22Agrippa said to Festus, “I would also like to hear the manmyself.” “Tomorrow,” he
replied, “you will hear him.”

Paul Before King Agrippa and Bernice
23 So the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the

audience hall, alongwith the seniormilitary officers and the prominentmen of the city.
When Festus gave the order, Paul was brought in.

24Then Festus said, “King Agrippa, and all you who are present here with us, you see
this man about whom the entire Jewish populace petitioned me both in Jerusalem and
here, shouting loudly that he ought not to live any longer.

25But I found that he had done nothing that deserved death, and when he appealed
to His Majesty the Emperor, I decided to send him.

26 But I have nothing definite to write to my lord about him. Therefore I have
brought him before you all, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that after this
preliminary hearing I may have something to write.

27 For it seems unreasonable to me to send a prisoner without clearly indicating the
charges against him.”

26
1SoAgrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” Then Paul held

out his hand and began his defense:
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2“Regarding all the things I havebeenaccusedof by the Jews, KingAgrippa, I consider
myself fortunate that I am about to makemy defense before you today,

3because you are especially familiar with all the customs and controversial issues of
the Jews. Therefore I ask you to listen to me patiently.

4Now all the Jews know the way I lived from my youth, spending my life from the
beginning amongmy own people and in Jerusalem.

5Theyknow, because theyhaveknownme fromtimepast, if theyarewilling to testify,
that according to the strictest party of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee.

6Andnow I standhere on trial because ofmyhope in the promisemade byGod to our
ancestors,

7a promise that our twelve tribes hope to attain as they earnestly serveGodnight and
day. Concerning this hope the Jews are accusingme, YourMajesty!

8Why do you people think it is unbelievable that God raises the dead?
9Of course, I myself was convinced that it was necessary to domany things hostile to

the name of Jesus the Nazarene.
10 And that is what I did in Jerusalem: Not only did I lock up many of the saints in

prisons by the authority I received from the chief priests, but I also castmy vote against
themwhen they were sentenced to death.

11 I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to force them to blaspheme.
Because I was so furiously enraged at them, I went to persecute them even in foreign
cities.

12 “While doing this very thing, as I was going to Damascus with authority and
complete power from the chief priests,

13 about noon along the road, Your Majesty, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than
the sun, shining everywhere aroundme and those traveling withme.

14 When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? You are hurting yourself by kicking against
the goads.’

15 So I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting.

16 But get up and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you for this reason, to
designate you in advance as a servant and witness to the things you have seen and to
the things in which I will appear to you.

17 Iwill rescueyou fromyourownpeopleand fromtheGentiles, towhomIamsending
you

18 to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light and from the power of
Satan to God, so that theymay receive forgiveness of sins and a share among thosewho
are sanctified by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,
20but I declared to those in Damascus first, and then to those in Jerusalem and in all

Judea, and to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds
consistent with repentance.

21For this reason the Jews seizedme in the temple courts and were trying to kill me.
22 I have experienced help from God to this day, and so I stand testifying to both

small and great, saying nothing except what the prophets and Moses said was going
to happen:

23 that the Christ was to suffer and be the first to rise from the dead, to proclaim light
both to our people and to the Gentiles.”

24As Paul was saying these things in his defense, Festus exclaimed loudly, “You have
lost yourmind, Paul! Your great learning is driving you insane!”
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25But Paul replied, “I have not lost my mind, most excellent Festus, but am speaking
true and rational words.

26 For the king knows about these things, and I am speaking freely to him, because I
cannot believe that any of these things has escaped his notice, for this was not done in
a corner.

27Do you believe the prophets, King Agrippa? I know that you believe.”
28 Agrippa said to Paul, “In such a short time are you persuading me to become a

Christian?”
29Paul replied, “I pray to God that whether in a short or a long time not only you but

also all thosewho are listening tome today could become such as I am, except for these
chains.”

30 So the king got up, and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with
them,

31and as they were leaving they said to one another, “This man is not doing anything
deserving death or imprisonment.”

32Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been released if he had not appealed
to Caesar.”

27
1When it was decided we would sail to Italy, they handed over Paul and some other

prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort named Julius.
2Wewent on board a ship from Adramyttium that was about to sail to various ports

along the coast of the province of Asia and put out to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus,
a Macedonian from Thessalonica.

3 The next day we put in at Sidon, and Julius, treating Paul kindly, allowed him to go
to his friends so they could provide himwith what he needed.

4 From there we put out to sea and sailed under the lee of Cyprus because the winds
were against us.

5After we had sailed across the open sea off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we put in at Myra
in Lycia.

6 There the centurion found a ship from Alexandria sailing for Italy, and he put us
aboard it.

7We sailed slowly for many days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus. Because the
wind prevented us from going any farther, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone.

8 With difficulty we sailed along the coast of Crete and came to a place called Fair
Havens that was near the town of Lasea.

Caught in a Violent Storm
9Since considerable time had passed and the voyagewas nowdangerous because the

fast was already over, Paul advised them,
10 “Men, I can see the voyage is going to end in disaster and great loss not only of the

cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.”
11But the centurionwasmore convinced by the captain and the ship’s owner than by

what Paul said.
12Because the harborwas not suitable to spend thewinter in, themajority decided to

put out to sea from there. Theyhoped that somehow they could reachPhoenix, aharbor
of Crete facing southwest and northwest, and spend the winter there.

13 When a gentle south wind sprang up, they thought they could carry out their
purpose, so they weighed anchor and sailed close along the coast of Crete.

14Not long after this, a hurricane-force wind called the northeaster blew down from
the island.

15When the ship was caught in it and could not head into the wind, we gave way to it
and were driven along.
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16Aswe ran under the lee of a small island called Cauda, wewere able with difficulty
to get the ship’s boat under control.

17 After the crew had hoisted it aboard, they used supports to undergird the ship.
Fearing theywould run aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor, thus letting
themselves be driven along.

18Thenextday, becausewewereviolentlybatteredby thestorm, theybegan throwing
the cargo overboard,

19and on the third day they threw the ship’s gear overboard with their own hands.
20Whenneither sun nor stars appeared formany days and a violent storm continued

to batter us, we finally abandoned all hope of being saved.
21Sincemany of themhadno desire to eat, Paul stood up among themand said, “Men,

you should have listened to me and not put out to sea from Crete, thus avoiding this
damage and loss.

22Andnow I advise you to keepupyour courage, for therewill beno loss of life among
you, but only the ship will be lost.

23For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong andwhom I serve came tome
24 and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul! You must stand before Caesar, and God has

graciously granted you the safety of all who are sailing with you.’
25Therefore keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be just as I

have been told.
26But wemust run aground on some island.”
27 When the fourteenth night had come, while we were being driven across the

Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected they were approaching some land.
28They took soundings and found thewaterwas twenty fathomsdeep;when theyhad

sailed a little farther they took soundings again and found it was fifteen fathoms deep.
29Because theywereafraid thatwewould runagroundon the rocky coast, they threw

out four anchors from the stern andwished for day to appear.
30 Then when the sailors tried to escape from the ship and were lowering the ship’s

boat into the sea, pretending that they were going to put out anchors from the bow,
31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay with the ship,

you cannot be saved.”
32Then the soldiers cut the ropes of the ship’s boat and let it drift away.
33As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is

the fourteenth day you have been in suspense and have gone without food; you have
eaten nothing.

34Therefore I urge you to take some food, for this is important for your survival. For
not one of you will lose a hair from his head.”

35After he said this, Paul took bread and gave thanks toGod in front of themall, broke
it, and began to eat.

36 So all of themwere encouraged and took food themselves.
37 (Wewere in all two hundred seventy-six persons on the ship.)
38When they had eaten enough to be satisfied, they lightened the ship by throwing

the wheat into the sea.

Paul is Shipwrecked
39 When day came, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a

beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they could.
40So they slipped the anchors and left them in the sea, at the same time loosening the

linkage that bound the steering oars together. Then they hoisted the foresail to thewind
and steered toward the beach.
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41But they encountered a patch of crosscurrents and ran the ship aground; the bow
stuck fast and could not bemoved, but the sternwas being broken up by the force of the
waves.

42Now the soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners so that none of themwould escape
by swimming away.

43 But the centurion, wanting to save Paul’s life, prevented them from carrying out
their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land,

44and the rest were to follow, some on planks and some on pieces of the ship. And in
this way all were brought safely to land.

28
1After we had safely reached shore, we learned that the island was calledMalta.
2 The local inhabitants showed us extraordinary kindness, for they built a fire and

welcomed us all because it had started to rain and was cold.
3When Paul had gathered a bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the fire, a

viper came out because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand.
4When the local people saw the creature hanging from Paul’s hand, they said to one

another, “No doubt this man is a murderer! Although he has escaped from the sea,
Justice herself has not allowed him to live!”

5However, Paul shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm.
6 But they were expecting that he was going to swell up or suddenly drop dead. So

after they had waited a long time and had seen nothing unusual happen to him, they
changed their minds and said he was a god.

7Now in the region around that place were fields belonging to the chief official of the
island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us hospitably as guests for
three days.

8The father of Publius lay sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went
in to see him and after praying, placed his hands on him and healed him.

9After this had happened, many of the people on the island whowere sick also came
andwere healed.

10 They also bestowed many honors, and when we were preparing to sail, they gave
us all the supplies we needed.

Paul Finally Reaches Rome
11After three months we put out to sea in an Alexandrian ship that had wintered at

the island and had the “Heavenly Twins” as its figurehead.
12We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days.
13 From there we cast off and arrived at Rhegium, and after one day a south wind

sprang up and on the second day we came to Puteoli.
14Therewe found some brothers andwere invited to staywith them seven days. And

in this way we came to Rome.
15 The brothers from there, when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum of

Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. When he saw them, Paul thanked God and took
courage.

16When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the soldier who
was guarding him.

Paul Addresses the Jewish Community in Rome
17 After three days Paul called the local Jewish leaders together. When they had

assembled, he said to them, “Brothers, although I had done nothing against our people
or the customs of our ancestors, from Jerusalem I was handed over as a prisoner to the
Romans.



Acts 28:18 1393 Acts 28:31

18When they had heard my case, they wanted to release me, because there was no
basis for a death sentence against me.

19But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar – not that I had some
charge to bring against my own people.

20 So for this reason I have asked to see you and speak with you, for I am bound with
this chain because of the hope of Israel.”

21 They replied, “We have received no letters from Judea about you, nor have any of
the brothers come from there and reported or said anything bad about you.

22Butwewould like to hear fromyouwhat you think, for regarding this sectwe know
that people everywhere speak against it.”

23They set a day tomeetwithhim, and they came tohimwherehewas staying in even
greater numbers. From morning until evening he explained things to them, testifying
about the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus from both the law
of Moses and the prophets.

24 Somewere convinced by what he said, but others refused to believe.
25So they began to leave, unable to agree among themselves, after Paulmade one last

statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke rightly to your ancestors through the prophet Isaiah
26when he said,

‘Go to this people and say,
“ Youwill keep on hearing, but will never understand,
and youwill keep on looking, but will never perceive.
27 For the heart of this people has become dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understandwith their heart
and turn, and I would heal them.” ’

28 “Therefore be advised that this salvation from God has been sent to the Gentiles;
they will listen!”

29 *
30Paul lived there twowhole years in his own rented quarters andwelcomed all who

came to him,
31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with

complete boldness and without restriction.

* 28:29 [[EMPTY]]
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Romans
Salutation

1 From Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God.

2This gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,
3 concerning his Son whowas a descendant of David with reference to the flesh,
4 who was appointed the Son-of-God-in-power according to the Holy Spirit by the

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.
5 Through him we have received grace and our apostleship to bring about the

obedience of faith among all the Gentiles on behalf of his name.
6You also are among them, called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7To all those loved by God in Rome, called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome

8 First of all, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is
proclaimed throughout the whole world.

9For God, whom I serve inmy spirit by preaching the gospel of his Son, is mywitness
that I continually remember you

10and I always ask inmy prayers, if perhaps now at last I may succeed in visiting you
according to the will of God.

11 For I long to see you, so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen
you,

12 that is, that we may be mutually comforted by one another’s faith, both yours and
mine.

13 I do notwant you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I often intended to come
to you (and was prevented until now), so that I may have some fruit even among you,
just as I already have among the rest of the Gentiles.

14 I am a debtor both to the Greeks and to the barbarians, both to the wise and to the
foolish.

15Thus I am eager also to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome.
The Power of the Gospel

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s power for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

17For the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel from faith to faith, just as it is
written, “ The righteous by faith will live.”

The Condemnation of the Unrighteous
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrigh-

teousness of people who suppress the truth by their unrighteousness,
19 because what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it

plain to them.
20 For since the creation of the world his invisible attributes – his eternal power and

divine nature – have been clearly seen, because they are understood throughwhat has
beenmade. So people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God or give him thanks,
but they became futile in their thoughts and their senseless hearts were darkened.

22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools
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23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for an image resembling mortal
human beings or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles.

24ThereforeGod gave themover in the desires of their hearts to impurity, to dishonor
their bodies among themselves.

25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the creation
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them over to dishonorable passions. For their women
exchanged the natural sexual relations for unnatural ones,

27 and likewise the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were
inflamed in their passions for one another. Men committed shameless acts with men
and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them over to a
depravedmind, to do what should not be done.

29 They are filled with every kind of unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness,
malice. They are rife with envy, murder, strife, deceit, hostility. They are gossips,

30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, contrivers of all sorts of evil,
disobedient to parents,

31 senseless, covenant-breakers, heartless, ruthless.
32 Although they fully know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such

thingsdeserve todie, theynotonlydo thembutalsoapproveof thosewhopractice them.

2
1Therefore you are without excuse, whoever you are, when you judge someone else.

For on whatever grounds you judge another, you condemn yourself, because you who
judge practice the same things.

2Now we know that God’s judgment is in accordance with truth against those who
practice such things.

3And do you think, whoever you are, when you judge thosewho practice such things
and yet do them yourself, that you will escape God’s judgment?

4Or do you have contempt for the wealth of his kindness, forbearance, and patience,
and yet do not know that God’s kindness leads you to repentance?

5But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up
wrath for yourselves in the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment is revealed!

6He will reward each one according to his works:
7 eternal life to those who by perseverance in good works seek glory and honor and

immortality,
8but wrath and anger to those who live in selfish ambition and do not obey the truth

but follow unrighteousness.
9There will be affliction and distress on everyone who does evil, on the Jew first and

also the Greek,
10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, for the Jew first and

also the Greek.
11For there is no partiality with God.
12For all who have sinned apart from the lawwill also perish apart from the law, and

all who have sinned under the lawwill be judged by the law.
13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous before God, but those who

do the lawwill be declared righteous.
14 For whenever the Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature the things

required by the law, these who do not have the law are a law to themselves.
15 They show that the work of the law is written in their hearts, as their conscience

bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or else defend them,
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16on thedaywhenGodwill judge the secrets of humanhearts, according tomygospel
through Christ Jesus.

The Condemnation of the Jew
17But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast of your relationship to

God
18and knowhiswill and approve the superior things because you receive instruction

from the law,
19 and if you are convinced that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those

who are in darkness,
20 an educator of the senseless, a teacher of little children, because you have in the

law the essential features of knowledge and of the truth –
21 therefore youwho teach someone else, do you not teach yourself? Youwho preach

against stealing, do you steal?
22 You who tell others not to commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who

abhor idols, do you rob temples?
23Youwho boast in the law dishonor God by transgressing the law!
24 For just as it is written, “ the name of God is being blasphemed among the Gentiles

because of you.”
25For circumcision has its value if you practice the law, but if you break the law, your

circumcision has become uncircumcision.
26 Therefore if the uncircumcised man obeys the righteous requirements of the law,

will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?
27And will not the physically uncircumcised man who keeps the law judge you who,

despite the written code and circumcision, transgress the law?
28For a person is not a Jewwho is one outwardly, nor is circumcision something that

is outward in the flesh,
29 but someone is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart by the

Spirit andnot by thewritten code. This person’s praise is not frompeople but fromGod.

3
1Therefore what advantage does the Jew have, or what is the value of circumcision?
2Actually, there are many advantages. First of all, the Jews were entrusted with the

oracles of God.
3What then? If some did not believe, does their unbelief nullify the faithfulness of

God?
4Absolutely not! Let God be proven true, and every human being shown up as a liar,

just as it is written: “ so that youwill be justified in your words andwill prevail
when youare judged.”

5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we
say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is he? (I am speaking in human
terms.)

6Absolutely not! For otherwise how could God judge the world?
7 For if by my lie the truth of God enhances his glory, why am I still actually being

judged as a sinner?
8Andwhy not say, “Let us do evil so that goodmay come of it”? – as somewho slander

us allege that we say. (Their condemnation is deserved!)
The Condemnation of theWorld

9What then? Are we better off? Certainly not, for we have already charged that Jews
and Greeks alike are all under sin,

10 just as it is written:
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“ There is no one righteous, not even one,
11 there is no onewhounderstands,
there is no onewho seeksGod.
12 All have turnedaway,
together they have becomeworthless;
there is no onewho shows kindness, not even one.”
13 “ Their throats are open graves,
they deceivewith their tongues,
the poison of asps is under their lips.”
14 “ Theirmouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood,
16 ruin andmisery are in their paths,
17 and theway of peace they have not known.”
18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to
God.

20For no one is declared righteous before him by the works of the law, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now apart from the law the righteousness of God (which is attested by the law
and the prophets) has been disclosed –

22namely, the righteousness ofGod through the faithfulness of JesusChrist for allwho
believe. For there is no distinction,

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
24 But they are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ

Jesus.
25God publicly displayed him at his death as themercy seat accessible through faith.

This was to demonstrate his righteousness, because God in his forbearance had passed
over the sins previously committed.

26Thiswas also todemonstratehis righteousness in thepresent time, so that hewould
be just and the justifier of the one who lives because of Jesus’ faithfulness.

27Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded! By what principle? Of works? No, but by
the principle of faith!

28 For we consider that a person is declared righteous by faith apart from the works
of the law.

29Or is God the God of the Jews only? Is he not the God of the Gentiles too? Yes, of the
Gentiles too!

30 Since God is one, he will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised
through faith.

31Do we then nullify the law through faith? Absolutely not! Instead we uphold the
law.

4
1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh, has

discovered regarding this matter?
2For if Abrahamwas declared righteous by theworks of the law, he has something to

boast about – but not before God.
3 For what does the scripture say? “ Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him

as righteousness*.”
4Now to the onewhoworks, his pay is not credited due to grace but due to obligation.
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5But to the one who does not work, but believes in the one who declares the ungodly
righteous, his faith is credited as righteousness.

6 So even David himself speaks regarding the blessedness of the man to whom God
credits righteousness apart fromworks:
7 “ Blessed| strong="G3107" are those whose| strong="G3739" lawless deeds are

forgiven, and whose sins are covered;
8 blessed is the one against whom the Lordwill never count sin*.”

9 Is this blessedness then for the circumcision or also for the uncircumcision? For we
say, “ faith was credited toAbraham as righteousness.”

10How then was it credited to him? Was he circumcised at the time, or not? No, he
was not circumcised but uncircumcised!

11And he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had
by faithwhilehewas still uncircumcised, so thathewouldbecome the fatherof all those
who believe but have never been circumcised, that they too could have righteousness
credited to them.

12And he is also the father of the circumcised, who are not only circumcised, butwho
also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham possessed when he was
still uncircumcised.

13For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would inherit the world
was not fulfilled through the law, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.

14For if they become heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is nullified.
15 For the law brings wrath, because where there is no law there is no transgression

either.
16 For this reason it is by faith so that it may be by grace, with the result that the

promise may be certain to all the descendants – not only to those who are under the
law, but also to those who have the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all

17 (as it iswritten, “ I havemade you the father ofmanynations”). He is our father in the
presence of God whom he believed – the God who makes the dead alive and summons
the things that do not yet exist as though they already do.

18Against hope Abraham believed in hope with the result that he became the father
of many nations according to the pronouncement, “ sowill your descendants be.”

19Without being weak in faith, he considered his own body as dead (because he was
about one hundred years old) and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

20He did not waver in unbelief about the promise of God but was strengthened in
faith, giving glory to God.

21Hewas fully convinced that what God promised he was also able to do.
22 So indeed it was credited to Abraham as righteousness.
23But the statement it was credited to himwas not written only for Abraham’s sake,
24but also for our sake, to whom it will be credited, those who believe in the onewho

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.
25Hewas given over because of our transgressions andwas raised for the sake of our

justification.

5
1Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2 through whom we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we

stand, and we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory.
3 Not only this, but we also rejoice in sufferings, knowing that suffering produces

endurance,
4and endurance, character, and character, hope.
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5And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

6For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 (For rarelywill anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person perhaps

someonemight possibly dare to die.)
8But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while wewere still sinners, Christ

died for us.
9Much more then, because we have now been declared righteous by his blood, we

will be saved through him from God’s wrath.
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his

Son, howmuchmore, since we have been reconciled, will we be saved by his life?
11 Not only this, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through

whomwe have now received this reconciliation.
The Amplification of Justification

12 So then, just as sin entered the world through oneman and death through sin, and
so death spread to all people because all sinned –

13 for before the law was given, sin was in the world, but there is no accounting for
sin when there is no law.

14 Yet death reigned from Adam until Moses even over those who did not sin in the
sameway that Adam (who is a type of the coming one) transgressed.

15But the gracious gift is not like the transgression. For if the many died through the
transgression of the one man, howmuch more did the grace of God and the gift by the
grace of the oneman Jesus Christ multiply to themany!

16And the gift is not like the one who sinned. For judgment, resulting from the one
transgression, led to condemnation, but the gracious gift from the many failures led to
justification.

17 For if, by the transgression of the one man, death reigned through the one,
how much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ!

18Consequently, just as condemnation for all people came throughone transgression,
so too through the one righteous act came righteousness leading to life for all people.

19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man many were made sinners, so
also through the obedience of onemanmanywill be made righteous.

20 Now the law came in so that the transgression may increase, but where sin
increased, gracemultiplied all the more,

21 so that just as sin reigned in death, so also grace will reign through righteousness
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6
1What shall we say then? Are we to remain in sin so that grace may increase?
2Absolutely not! How canwewho died to sin still live in it?
3Or do you not know that as many as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized

into his death?
4Therefore we have been buried with him through baptism into death, in order that

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too may
live a new life.

5For if we have become unitedwith him in the likeness of his death, wewill certainly
also be united in the likeness of his resurrection.

6We know that our old man was crucified with him so that the body of sin would no
longer dominate us, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.

7 (For someone who has died has been freed from sin.)
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8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
9We know that since Christ has been raised from the dead, he is never going to die

again; death no longer has mastery over him.
10For the death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11 So you too consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
12Therefore do not let sin reign in yourmortal body so that you obey its desires,
13and do not present yourmembers to sin as instruments to be used for unrighteous-

ness, but present yourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead and your
members to God as instruments to be used for righteousness.

14 For sin will have no mastery over you, because you are not under law but under
grace.

The Believer’s Enslavement to God’s Righteousness
15What then? Shallwe sin becausewearenot under lawbut under grace? Absolutely

not!
16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves as obedient slaves, you are

slaves of the one you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or obedience resulting in
righteousness?

17But thanks be to God that though youwere slaves to sin, you obeyed from the heart
that pattern of teaching you were entrusted to,

18and having been freed from sin, you became enslaved to righteousness.
19 (I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh.)
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness

leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness
leading to sanctification.

20For when youwere slaves of sin, you were free with regard to righteousness.
21Sowhat benefit did you then reap from those things that you are now ashamed of?

For the end of those things is death.
22 But now, freed from sin and enslaved to God, you have your benefit leading to

sanctification, and the end is eternal life.
23 For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our

Lord.

7
1Or do you not know, brothers and sisters (for I am speaking to those who know the

law), that the law is lord over a person as long as he lives?
2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband as long as he lives, but if her

husband dies, she is released from the law of themarriage.
3So then, if she is joined to anothermanwhile her husband is alive, shewill be called

an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she is joined to
another man, she is not an adulteress.

4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, so
that you could be joined to another, to the one who was raised from the dead, to bear
fruit to God.

5For whenwewere in the flesh, the sinful desires, aroused by the law, were active in
themembers of our body to bear fruit for death.

6 But now we have been released from the law, because we have died to what
controlled us, so that we may serve in the new life of the Spirit and not under the old
written code.

7What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Absolutely not! Certainly, I would not have
known sin except through the law. For indeed I would not have known what it means
to desire something belonging to someone else if the law had not said, “Do not covet.”
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8 But sin, seizing the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all
kinds of wrong desires. For apart from the law, sin is dead.

9And I was once alive apart from the law, but with the coming of the commandment
sin became alive

10 and I died. So I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life
brought death!

11 For sin, seizing the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and
through it I died.

12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous, and good.
13Did thatwhich is good, then, become death tome? Absolutely not! But sin, so that it

would be shown to be sin, produced death inme through what is good, so that through
the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.

14For we know that the law is spiritual – but I am unspiritual, sold into slavery to sin.
15 For I don’t understand what I am doing. For I do not do what I want – instead, I do

what I hate.
16But if I do what I don’t want, I agree that the law is good.
17But now it is no longer me doing it, but sin that lives in me.
18 For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh. For I want to do the

good, but I cannot do it.
19For I do not do the good I want, but I do the very evil I do not want!
20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer me doing it but sin that lives in me.
21 So, I find the law that when I want to do good, evil is present withme.
22For I delight in the law of God inmy inner being.
23 But I see a different law in my members waging war against the law of my mind

andmakingme captive to the law of sin that is in mymembers.
24Wretchedman that I am! Whowill rescueme from this body of death?
25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of

God withmymind, but withmy flesh I serve the law of sin.

8
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
2For the law of the life-giving Spirit in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin

and death.
3 For God achieved what the law could not do because it was weakened through the

flesh. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and concerning sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh,

4 so that the righteous requirement of the lawmay be fulfilled in us, who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

5For those who live according to the flesh have their outlook shaped by the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their outlook shaped by the
things of the Spirit.

6For the outlook of the flesh is death, but the outlook of the Spirit is life and peace,
7because the outlook of the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to the law of

God, nor is it able to do so.
8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives

in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not belong to
him.

10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is your life
because of righteousness.
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11Moreover if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, the
one who raised Christ from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through
his Spirit who lives in you.

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh

13 (for if you live according to the flesh, you will die), but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body you will live.

14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God.
15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery leading again to fear, but you received

the Spirit of adoption, by whomwe cry, “Abba, Father.”
16The Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit that we are God’s children.
17And if children, then heirs (namely, heirs of God and also fellow heirs with Christ)

– if indeed we suffer with him so wemay also be glorified with him.
18For I consider that ourpresent sufferings cannot evenbe compared to the glory that

will be revealed to us.
19For the creation eagerly waits for the revelation of the sons of God.
20 For the creation was subjected to futility – not willingly but because of God who

subjected it – in hope
21 that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of decay into the

glorious freedom of God’s children.
22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers together until now.
23 Not only this, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan

inwardly as we eagerly await our adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes

for what he sees?
25But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with endurance.
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how we

should pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings.
27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit

intercedes on behalf of the saints according to God’s will.
28And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who

are called according to his purpose,
29because thosewhomhe foreknewhealsopredestined tobe conformed to the image

of his Son, that his Son would be the firstborn amongmany brothers and sisters.
30And those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he also justified; and

those he justified, he also glorified.
31What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32 Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – howwill he

not also, along with him, freely give us all things?
33Whowill bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
34Who is the onewhowill condemn? Christ is the onewho died (andmore than that,

he was raised), who is at the right hand of God, and who also is interceding for us.
35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble, or distress, or

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
36As it is written, “ For your sake we encounter death all day long; we were considered

as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we have complete victory through himwho loved us!
38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor heavenly rulers, nor

things that are present, nor things to come, nor powers,
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39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creationwill be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I am telling the truth in Christ (I am not lying!), for my conscience assures me in the

Holy Spirit –
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish inmy heart.
3For I couldwish that Imyself were accursed – cut off fromChrist – for the sake ofmy

people, my fellow countrymen,
4whoare Israelites. To thembelong the adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the

giving of the law, the temple worship, and the promises.
5To them belong the patriarchs, and from them, by human descent, came the Christ,

who is God over all, blessed forever! Amen.
6 It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all those who are descended

from Israel are truly Israel,
7nor are all the childrenAbraham’s true descendants; rather “ through Isaacwill your

descendants be counted.”
8This means it is not the children of the fleshwho are the children of God; rather, the

children of promise are counted as descendants.
9For this iswhat the promise declared: “About a year fromnow Iwill returnandSarah

will have a son.”
10Not only that, but when Rebekah had conceived children by oneman, our ancestor

Isaac –
11 even before they were born or had done anything good or bad (so that God’s

purpose in election would stand, not by works but by his calling) –
12 it was said to her, “ The older will serve the younger,”
13 just as it is written: “ Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
14What shall we say then? Is there injustice with God? Absolutely not!
15 For he says to Moses: “ I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have

compassion onwhom I have compassion.”
16 So then, it does not depend on human desire or exertion, but on God who shows

mercy.
17For the scripture says to Pharaoh: “ For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I

may demonstratemy power in you, and thatmy namemay be proclaimed in all the earth.”
18So then, God hasmercy onwhomhe chooses to havemercy, and he hardenswhom

he chooses to harden.
19Youwill say tome then, “Why does he still find fault? For who has ever resisted his

will?”
20But who indeed are you – a mere human being – to talk back to God? Does what is

molded say to themolder, “Why have youmademe like this?”
21Has the potter no right to make from the same lump of clay one vessel for special

use and another for ordinary use?
22 But what if God, willing to demonstrate his wrath and to make known his power,

has endured withmuch patience the objects of wrath prepared for destruction?
23 And what if he is willing to make known the wealth of his glory on the objects of

mercy that he has prepared beforehand for glory –
24 even us, whom he has called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?
25As he also says in Hosea:

“ I will call thosewhowere notmy people, ‘Mypeople,’ and Iwill call herwhowas unloved,
‘My beloved.*’ ”

26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are notmy people,*’
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there theywill be called ‘sons of the living God.’ ”
27And Isaiah cries out on behalf of Israel, “Though the number of the children of Israel

are as the sand of the sea, only the remnant will be saved,
28 for the Lordwill execute his sentence on the earth completely and quickly.”
29 Just as Isaiah predicted,

“ If the Lord of armies had not left us descendants,*
wewould have become like Sodom,
andwewould have resembled Gomorrah.”

Israel’s Rejection Culpable
30 What shall we say then? – that the Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness

obtained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith,
31but Israel even though pursuing a law of righteousness did not attain it.
32Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but (as if it were possible) by works.

They stumbled over the stumbling stone,
33 just as it is written,

“ Look, I am laying in Zion a stone that will cause people to stumble
and a rock that will make them fall,
yet the onewho believes in himwill not be put to shame.”

10
1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God on behalf of my fellow

Israelites is for their salvation.
2 For I can testify that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not in line with the

truth.
3For ignoring the righteousness that comes fromGod, andseeking instead toestablish

their own righteousness, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.
4 For Christ is the end of the law, with the result that there is righteousness for

everyone who believes.
5ForMoseswrites about the righteousness that is by the law: “The onewhodoes these

things will live by them.”
6But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Donot say inyourheart, ‘Whowill ascend

into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down)
7or “Whowill descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).
8Butwhat does it say? “Theword is near you, in yourmouth and in your heart” (that is,

the word of faith that we preach),
9because if you confess with yourmouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
10Forwith the heart one believes and thus has righteousness andwith themouth one

confesses and thus has salvation.
11For the scripture says, “ Everyonewho believes in himwill not be put to shame.”
12For there is no distinction between the Jewand theGreek, for the sameLord is Lord

of all, who richly blesses all who call on him.
13For everyonewho calls on the name of the Lordwill be saved.
14How are they to call on one they have not believed in? And how are they to believe

in one they have not heard of? And how are they to hear without someone preaching
to them ?

15Andhoware they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How timely is the
arrival of those who proclaim the good news*.”

16But not all have obeyed the good news, for Isaiah says, “ Lord, who has believed our
report?”
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17 Consequently faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through
the preached word of Christ.

18 But I ask, have they not heard? Yes, they have: Their voice has gone out to all the
earth, and their words to the ends of the world.

19But again I ask, didn’t Israel understand? First Moses says, “ I will make you jealous
by those who are not a nation; with a senseless nation I will provoke you to anger.”

20And Isaiah is even bold enough to say, “ I was found by those who did not seek me; I
becamewell known to those who did not ask forme.”

21 But about Israel he says, “ All day long I held out my hands to this disobedient and
stubborn people!”

11
1 So I ask, God has not rejected his people, has he? Absolutely not! For I too am an

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin.
2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew! Do you not know what the

scripture says about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?
3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars; I alone am

left and they are seekingmy life!”
4 But what was the divine response to him? “ I have kept for myself seven thousand

people who have not bent the knee to Baal*.”
5 So in the sameway at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace.
6 And if it is by grace, it is no longer by works, otherwise grace would no longer be

grace.
7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was diligently seeking, but the elect

obtained it. The rest were hardened,
8as it is written,

“God gave them a spirit of stupor,
eyes that would not see and ears that would not hear,
to this very day.”

9And David says,
“Let their table become a snare and trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them;
10 let their eyes be darkened so that theymay not see,
andmake their backs bend continually.”

11 I ask then, they did not stumble into an irrevocable fall, did they? Absolutely not!
But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make Israel jealous.

12Nowif their transgressionmeans riches for theworldand theirdefeatmeans riches
for the Gentiles, howmuchmore will their full restoration bring?

13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Seeing that I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I
magnify myministry,

14 if somehow I could provokemy people to jealousy and save some of them.
15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance

be but life from the dead?
16 If the first portion of the dough offered is holy, then the whole batch is holy, and if

the root is holy, so too are the branches.
17 Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were

grafted in among them and participated in the richness of the olive root,
18do not boast over the branches. But if you boast, remember that you do not support

the root, but the root supports you.
19Then youwill say, “The branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.”
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20Granted! Theywere broken offbecause of their unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do
not be arrogant, but fear!

21For if God did not spare the natural branches, perhaps he will not spare you.
22Notice therefore the kindness and harshness of God – harshness toward those who

have fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you continue in his kindness;
otherwise you also will be cut off.

23And even they – if they do not continue in their unbelief –will be grafted in, for God
is able to graft them in again.

24For if youwere cut off fromwhat is bynature awild olive tree, andgrafted, contrary
to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these natural branches be
grafted back into their own olive tree?

25For I donotwant you to be ignorant of thismystery, brothers and sisters, so that you
may not be conceited: A partial hardening has happened to Israel until the full number
of the Gentiles has come in.

26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:
“The Deliverer will come out of Zion;
he will remove ungodliness from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them,
when I take away their sins.”

28 In regard to the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but in regard to election they
are dearly loved for the sake of the fathers.

29For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.
30 Just as youwere formerly disobedient to God, but have now receivedmercy due to

their disobedience,
31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you,

they toomay now receive mercy.
32 For God has consigned all people to disobedience so that he may show mercy to

them all.
33Oh, the depth of the riches andwisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable

are his judgments and how fathomless his ways!
34 Forwho has known themind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?
35 Orwho has first given to God,
that God needs to repay him?

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever!
Amen.

12
1Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your

bodies as a sacrifice – alive, holy, andpleasing toGod –which is your reasonable service.
2Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing of

your mind, so that youmay test and approve what is the will of God –what is good and
well-pleasing and perfect.

Conduct in Humility
3 For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you not to think more highly

of yourself than you ought to think, but to think with sober discernment, as God has
distributed to each of you ameasure of faith.

4For just as in one body we have many members, and not all the members serve the
same function,

5 so we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually we are members who
belong to one another.
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6Andwe have different gifts according to the grace given to us. If the gift is prophecy,
that individual must use it in proportion to his faith.

7 If it is service, he must serve; if it is teaching, hemust teach;
8 if it is exhortation, hemust exhort; if it is contributing, hemust do so with sincerity;

if it is leadership, hemust do sowith diligence; if it is showingmercy, hemust do sowith
cheerfulness.

Conduct in Love
9Lovemust be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling to what is good.
10 Be devoted to one another with mutual love, showing eagerness in honoring one

another.
11Do not lag in zeal, be enthusiastic in spirit, serve the Lord.
12Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer.
13Contribute to the needs of the saints, pursue hospitality.
14Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse.
15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those whoweep.
16Live in harmonywith one another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly.

Do not be conceited.
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil; consider what is good before all people.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all people.
19 Do not avenge yourselves, dear friends, but give place to God’s wrath, for it is

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
20Rather, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in doing

this youwill be heaping burning coals on his head.
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

13
1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority

except byGod’s appointment, and theauthorities that exist havebeen institutedbyGod.
2So thepersonwho resists such authority resists the ordinance ofGod, and thosewho

resist will incur judgment
3 (for rulers cause no fear for good conduct but for bad). Do you desire not to fear

authority? Do good and youwill receive its commendation,
4 for it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be in fear, for it does not

bear the sword in vain. It is God’s servant to administer retribution on the wrongdoer.
5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of the wrath of the

authorities but also because of your conscience.
6For this reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants devoted to

governing.
7Pay everyonewhat is owed: taxes towhom taxes are due, revenue towhomrevenue

is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.
Exhortation to Love Neighbors

8Oweno one anything, except to love one another, for the onewho loves his neighbor
has fulfilled the law.

9For the commandments, “Do not commit adultery, do notmurder, do not steal, do not
covet,” (and if there is any other commandment) are summed up in this, “ Love your
neighbor as yourself.”

10Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
Motivation to Godly Conduct

11And do this because we know the time, that it is already the hour for us to awake
from sleep, for our salvation is now nearer than whenwe became believers.
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12 The night has advanced toward dawn; the day is near. So then we must lay aside
the works of darkness, and put on the weapons of light.

13 Let us live decently as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in discord and jealousy.

14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, andmake no provision for the flesh to arouse
its desires.

14
1Nowreceive theonewho isweak in the faith, anddonothavedisputes overdiffering

opinions.
2One person believes in eating everything, but theweak person eats only vegetables.
3 The one who eats everything must not despise the one who does not, and the one

who abstains must not judge the one who eats everything, for God has accepted him.
4 Who are you to pass judgment on another’s servant? Before his own master he

stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
5One person regards one day holier than other days, and another regards them all

alike. Eachmust be fully convinced in his ownmind.
6 The one who observes the day does it for the Lord. The one who eats, eats for the

Lord because he gives thanks to God, and the onewho abstains fromeating abstains for
the Lord, and he gives thanks to God.

7For none of us lives for himself and none dies for himself.
8 If we live, we live for the Lord; if we die, we die for the Lord. Therefore, whetherwe

live or die, we are the Lord’s.
9 For this reason Christ died and returned to life, so that he may be the Lord of both

the dead and the living.
10But youwhoeat vegetables only –whydoyou judge yourbrother or sister? Andyou

who eat everything – why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God.

11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every kneewill bow tome, and every tongue
will give praise to God.”

12Therefore, each of us will give an account of himself to God.
Exhortation for the Strong not to Destroy theWeak

13Therefore wemust not pass judgment on one another, but rather determine never
to place an obstacle or a trap before a brother or sister.

14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean in itself;
still, it is unclean to the one who considers it unclean.

15For if your brother or sister is distressed because ofwhat you eat, you are no longer
walking in love. Do not destroy by your food someone for whom Christ died.

16Therefore do not let what you consider good be spoken of as evil.
17For thekingdomofGoddoesnot consist of foodanddrink, but righteousness, peace,

and joy in the Holy Spirit.
18For theonewho servesChrist in thisway is pleasing toGodandapprovedbypeople.
19 So then, let us pursue what makes for peace and for building up one another.
20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. For although all things are

clean, it is wrong to cause anyone to stumble by what you eat.
21 It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything that causes your brother

to stumble.
22 The faith you have, keep to yourself before God. Blessed is the one who does not

judge himself by what he approves.
23 But the man who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not do so from

faith, and whatever is not from faith is sin.
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15
1Butwewhoare strong ought to bearwith the failings of theweak, andnot just please

ourselves.
2Let each of us please his neighbor for his good to build him up.
3 For even Christ did not please himself, but just as it is written, “ The insults of those

who insult you have fallen onme.”
4 For everything that was written in former times was written for our instruction,

so that through endurance and through encouragement of the scriptures wemay have
hope.

5 Now may the God of endurance and comfort give you unity with one another in
accordance with Christ Jesus,

6 so that together youmaywith one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Exhortation toMutual Acceptance
7Receive one another, then, just as Christ also received you, to God’s glory.
8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God’s

truth to confirm the promises made to the fathers,
9and thus the Gentiles glorify God for hismercy. As it is written, “Because of this Iwill

confess you among the Gentiles, and I will sing praises to your name.”
10And again it says: “ Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11And again, “ Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him.”
12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jessewill come, and the onewho rises to rule over

the Gentiles, in himwill the Gentiles hope.”
13Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe in him, so

that youmay abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Paul’sMotivation forWriting the Letter

14 But I myself am fully convinced about you, my brothers and sisters, that you
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one
another.

15But I have writtenmore boldly to you on some points so as to remind you, because
of the grace given to me by God

16 to be aminister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. I serve the gospel of God like a priest,
so that the Gentiles may become an acceptable offering, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 So I boast in Christ Jesus about the things that pertain to God.
18 For I will not dare to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished

throughme in order to bring about the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed,
19 in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit of God. So from

Jerusalem even as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.
20 And in this way I desire to preach where Christ has not been named, so as not to

build on another person’s foundation,
21but as it is written: “ Thosewhowere not told about himwill see, and thosewho have

not heardwill understand.”
Paul’s Intention of Visiting the Romans

22This is the reason I was often hindered from coming to you.
23 But now there is nothing more to keep me in these regions, and I have for many

years desired to come to you
24when I go to Spain. For I hope to visit you when I pass through and that you will

help me onmy journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while.
25But now I go to Jerusalem tominister to the saints.
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26 For Macedonia and Achaia are pleased to make some contribution for the poor
among the saints in Jerusalem.

27 For they were pleased to do this, and indeed they are indebted to the Jerusalem
saints. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are obligated also to
minister to them inmaterial things.

28Thereforeafter Ihavecompleted this andhave safelydelivered thisbounty to them,
I will set out for Spain by way of you,

29and I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of Christ’s blessing.
30Now Iurge you, brothers and sisters, throughourLord Jesus Christ and through the

love of the Spirit, to join fervently withme in prayer to God onmy behalf.
31 Pray that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea and that my

ministry in Jerusalemmay be acceptable to the saints,
32 so that by God’s will I may come to youwith joy and be refreshed in your company.
33Nowmay the God of peace be with all of you. Amen.

16
1NowIcommend toyouour sisterPhoebe,who is a servant of the church inCenchrea,
2 so that youmay welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints and provide

her with whatever help she may need from you, for she has been a great help to many,
includingme.

3Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellowworkers in Christ Jesus,
4whorisked their ownnecks formy life. Not only I, but all the churches of theGentiles

are grateful to them.
5Also greet the church in their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the

first convert to Christ in the province of Asia.
6Greet Mary, who has worked very hard for you.
7GreetAndronicus and Junia,my compatriots andmy fellowprisoners. They arewell

known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me.
8Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord.
9Greet Urbanus, our fellowworker in Christ, andmy good friend Stachys.
10Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the household

of Aristobulus.
11Greet Herodion,my compatriot. Greet those in the household of Narcissuswho are

in the Lord.
12Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, laborers in the Lord. Greet my dear friend Persis,

who has worked hard in the Lord.
13Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother whowas also amother to me.
14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters

with them.
15Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus andhis sister, andOlympas, and all the believers

who are with them.
16Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.
17Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for thosewho create dissensions

and obstacles contrary to the teaching that you learned. Avoid them!
18For these are the kindwhodonot serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By

their smooth talk and flattery they deceive theminds of the naive.
19Your obedience is known to all and thus I rejoice over you. But Iwant you to bewise

in what is good and innocent in what is evil.
20 The God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord

Jesus be with you.



Romans 16:21 1411 Romans 16:27

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my
compatriots.

22 I, Tertius, who amwriting this letter, greet you in the Lord.
23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus the city

treasurer and our brother Quartus greet you.
24 *
25
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclama-

tion of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of themystery that had been kept secret
for long ages,

26 but now is disclosed, and through the prophetic scriptures has been made known
to all the nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith –

27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be glory forever! Amen.

* 16:24 [[EMPTY]]
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1 Corinthians
Salutation

1 From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Sosthenes,
our brother,

2 to the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus,
and called to be saints, with all those in every place who call on the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.

3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving
4 I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God that was given to you in

Christ Jesus.
5For youweremade rich in everyway in him, in all your speech and in every kind of

knowledge –
6 just as the testimony about Christ has been confirmed among you –
7 so that you do not lack any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord

Jesus Christ.
8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of

our Lord Jesus Christ.
9God is faithful, by whom you were called into fellowship with his son, Jesus Christ

our Lord.
Divisions in the Church

10 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to agree
together, to end your divisions, and to be united by the samemind and purpose.

11 For members of Chloe’s household have made it clear to me, my brothers and
sisters, that there are quarrels among you.

12Now Imean this, that each of you is saying, “I amwith Paul,” or “I amwith Apollos,”
or “I amwith Cephas,” or “I amwith Christ.”

13 Is Christ divided? Paul wasn’t crucified for you, was he? Or were you in fact
baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius,
15 so that no one can say that you were baptized inmy name!
16 (I alsobaptized thehouseholdofStephanus. Otherwise, I donot rememberwhether

I baptized anyone else.)
17For Christ did not sendme to baptize, but to preach the gospel – and notwith clever

speech, so that the cross of Christ would not become useless.

TheMessage of the Cross
18For themessage about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us

who are being saved it is the power of God.
19For it iswritten, “ Iwill destroy thewisdomof thewise, and Iwill thwart the cleverness

of the intelligent.”
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the expert in the Mosaic law? Where is the

debater of this age? Has God not made the wisdom of the world foolish?
21For since in thewisdomof God theworld by its wisdomdid not knowGod, Godwas

pleased to save those who believe by the foolishness of preaching.
22For Jews demandmiraculous signs and Greeks ask for wisdom,
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23 but we preach about a crucified Christ, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles.

24But to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and
the wisdom of God.

25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God
is stronger than human strength.

26 Think about the circumstances of your call, brothers and sisters. Not many were
wisebyhumanstandards, notmanywerepowerful, notmanywereborn to aprivileged
position.

27ButGod chosewhat theworld thinks foolish to shame thewise, andGod chosewhat
the world thinks weak to shame the strong.

28God chose what is low and despised in the world, what is regarded as nothing, to
set aside what is regarded as something,

29 so that no one can boast in his presence.
30 He is the reason you have a relationship with Christ Jesus, who became for us

wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption,
31 so that, as it is written, “ Let the onewho boasts, boast in the Lord.”

2
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not comewith superior eloquence or

wisdom as I proclaimed the testimony of God.
2For I decided to be concerned about nothing among you except Jesus Christ, andhim

crucified.
3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and withmuch trembling.
4My conversation andmy preachingwere not with persuasivewords of wisdom, but

with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
5 so that your faith would not be based on humanwisdom but on the power of God.

Wisdom fromGod
6Nowwe do speak wisdom among the mature, but not a wisdom of this age or of the

rulers of this age, who are perishing.
7 Instead we speak the wisdom of God, hidden in a mystery, that God determined

before the ages for our glory.
8None of the rulers of this age understood it. If they had known it, they would not

have crucified the Lord of glory.
9But just as it is written, “ Things that no eye has seen, or ear heard, ormind imagined,

are the things God has prepared for those who love him.”
10God has revealed these to us by the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, even

the deep things of God.
11Forwho amongmen knows the things of aman except theman’s spirit within him?

So too, no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.
12Nowwe have not received the spirit of theworld, but the Spirit who is fromGod, so

that wemay know the things that are freely given to us by God.
13Andwe speak about these things, not with words taught us by humanwisdom, but

with those taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people.
14 The unbeliever does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are

foolishness to him. And he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

15The onewho is spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself is understood by no one.
16 Forwho has known themind of the Lord, so as to advise him? But we have themind

of Christ.
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3
1 So, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but instead as

people of the flesh, as infants in Christ.
2 I fed you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready. In fact, you are still not

ready,
3 for youare still influencedby theflesh. For since there is still jealousyanddissension

among you, are younot influencedby theflesh andbehaving like unregenerate people?
4 For whenever someone says, “I am with Paul,” or “I am with Apollos,” are you not

merely human?
5 What is Apollos, really? Or what is Paul? Servants through whom you came to

believe, and each of us in theministry the Lord gave us.
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused it to grow.
7So neither the onewho plants counts for anything, nor the onewhowaters, but God

who causes the growth.
8 The one who plants and the one who waters work as one, but each will receive his

reward according to his work.
9We are coworkers belonging to God. You are God’s field, God’s building.
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master-builder I laid a

foundation, but someone else builds on it. And each onemust be careful howhe builds.
11 For no one can lay any foundation other than what is being laid, which is Jesus

Christ.
12 If anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or

straw,
13 each builder’s work will be plainly seen, for the Day will make it clear, because it

will be revealed by fire. And the fire will test what kind of work each has done.
14 If what someone has built survives, he will receive a reward.
15 If someone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss. He himself will be saved, but

only as through fire.
16Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?
17 If someone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy,

which is what you are.
18Guard against self-deception, each of you. If someone among you thinks he is wise

in this age, let him become foolish so that he can becomewise.
19For the wisdom of this age is foolishness with God. As it is written, “He catches the

wise in their craftiness.”
20And again, “ The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”
21 So then, nomore boasting about meremortals! For everything belongs to you,
22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or

the future. Everything belongs to you,
23and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.

4
1 One should think about us this way – as servants of Christ and stewards of the

mysteries of God.
2Nowwhat is sought in stewards is that one be found faithful.
3 So for me, it is a minor matter that I am judged by you or by any human court. In

fact, I do not even judgemyself.
4For I amnot aware of anything againstmyself, but I amnot acquittedbecause of this.

The one who judges me is the Lord.
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5 So then, do not judge anything before the time. Wait until the Lord comes. He will
bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal themotives of hearts. Then each
will receive recognition from God.

6 I have applied these things to myself and Apollos because of you, brothers and
sisters, so that through us you may learn “not to go beyond what is written,” so that
none of you will be puffed up in favor of the one against the other.

7For who concedes you any superiority? What do you have that you did not receive?
And if you received it, why do you boast as though you did not?

8Already you are satisfied! Already you are rich! You have become kings without us!
I wish you had become kings so that we could reign with you!

9 For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to die,
because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to people.

10Weare fools for Christ, but you arewise in Christ! We areweak, but you are strong!
You are distinguished, we are dishonored!

11To the present hourweare hungry and thirsty, poorly clothed, brutally treated, and
without a roof over our heads.

12We do hard work, toiling with our own hands. When we are verbally abused, we
respondwith a blessing, when persecuted, we endure,

13when people lie about us, we answer in a friendly manner. We are the world’s dirt
and scum, even now.

A Father’sWarning
14 I am not writing these things to shame you, but to correct you as my dear children.
15For though youmay have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not havemany

fathers, because I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
16 I encourage you, then, be imitators of me.
17 For this reason, I have sent Timothy to you, who is my dear and faithful son in the

Lord. He will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every
church.

18 Some have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you.
19But Iwill come to you soon, if the Lord iswilling, and Iwill find out not only the talk

of these arrogant people, but also their power.
20For the kingdom of God is demonstrated not in idle talk but with power.
21What do you want? Shall I come to you with a rod of discipline or with love and a

spirit of gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that sexual immorality exists among you, the kind of immoral-

ity that is not permitted even among theGentiles, so that someone is cohabitingwith his
father’s wife.

2Andyouareproud! Shouldn’t youhavebeendeeply sorrowful insteadand removed
the one who did this from among you?

3 For even though I am absent physically, I am present in spirit. And I have already
judged the one who did this, just as though I were present.

4When you gather together in the name of our Lord Jesus, and I amwith you in spirit,
along with the power of our Lord Jesus,

5 turn this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord.

6Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast affects the whole batch
of dough?
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7 Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch of dough – you are, in fact,
without yeast. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

8So then, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of vice and evil,
but with the bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote you inmy letter not to associate with sexually immoral people.
10 In noway did Imean the immoral people of thisworld, or the greedy and swindlers

and idolaters, since you would then have to go out of the world.
11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who calls himself a

Christian who is sexually immoral, or greedy, or an idolater, or verbally abusive, or
a drunkard, or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person.

12 For what do I have to do with judging those outside? Are you not to judge those
inside?

13But God will judge those outside. Remove the evil person from among you.

6
1When any of you has a legal dispute with another, does he dare go to court before

the unrighteous rather than before the saints?
2Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be

judged by you, are you not competent to settle trivial suits?
3Do you not know that we will judge angels? Why not ordinarymatters!
4 So if you have ordinary lawsuits, do you appoint as judges those who have no

standing in the church?
5 I say this to your shame! Is there no one among you wise enough to settle disputes

between fellow Christians?
6 Instead, does a Christian sue a Christian, and do this before unbelievers?
7 The fact that you have lawsuits among yourselves demonstrates that you have

already been defeated. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?
8But you yourselves wrong and cheat, and you do this to your brothers and sisters!
9Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not

bedeceived! The sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, passivehomosexualpartners,
practicing homosexuals,

10 thieves, the greedy, drunkards, the verbally abusive, and swindlers will not inherit
the kingdom of God.

11 Some of you once lived this way. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Flee Sexual Immorality
12 “All things are lawful for me” – but not everything is beneficial. “All things are

lawful for me” – but I will not be controlled by anything.
13 “Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with

both.” Thebody is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
14NowGod indeed raised the Lord and he will raise us by his power.
15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I take the

members of Christ andmake themmembers of a prostitute? Never!
16Or do you not know that anyone who is united with a prostitute is one body with

her? For it is said, “ The twowill become one flesh.”
17But the one united with the Lord is one spirit with him.
18 Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin a person commits is outside of the body” – but

the immoral person sins against his own body.
19Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,

whom you have from God, and you are not your own?
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20For you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body.

7
1 Now with regard to the issues you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have

sexual relations with a woman.”
2But because of immoralities, eachman should have relationswith his ownwife and

each womanwith her own husband.
3 A husband should give to his wife her sexual rights, and likewise a wife to her

husband.
4 It is not the wife who has the rights to her own body, but the husband. In the same

way, it is not the husbandwho has the rights to his own body, but the wife.
5Do not deprive each other, except by mutual agreement for a specified time, so that

youmaydevote yourselves to prayer. Then resumeyour relationship, so that Satanmay
not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

6 I say this as a concession, not as a command.
7 I wish that everyone was as I am. But each has his own gift from God, one this way,

another that.
8To the unmarried andwidows I say that it is best for them to remain as I am.
9 But if they do not have self-control, let them get married. For it is better to marry

than to burn with sexual desire.
10To themarried I give this command – not I, but the Lord – awife should not divorce

a husband
11 (but if she does, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband), and a

husband should not divorce his wife.
12To the rest I say – I, not the Lord – if a brother has a wife who is not a believer and

she is happy to live with him, he should not divorce her.
13And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is happy to live with

her, she should not divorce him.
14For the unbelieving husband is sanctified because of the wife, and the unbelieving

wife because of her husband. Otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are
holy.

15But if the unbeliever wants a divorce, let it take place. In these circumstances the
brother or sister is not bound. God has called you in peace.

16For how do you know, wife, whether you will bring your husband to salvation? Or
how do you know, husband, whether you will bring your wife to salvation?

The Circumstances of Your Calling
17Nevertheless, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each person,

so must he live. I give this sort of direction in all the churches.
18Was anyone called after he had been circumcised? He should not try to undo his

circumcision. Wasanyonecalledwho isuncircumcised? He shouldnot get circumcised.
19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Instead, keeping God’s

commandments is what counts.
20Let each one remain in that situation in life in which he was called.
21Were you called as a slave? Do not worry about it. But if indeed you are able to be

free, make themost of the opportunity.
22 For the one who was called in the Lord as a slave is the Lord’s freedman. In the

sameway, the one whowas called as a free person is Christ’s slave.
23Youwere bought with a price. Do not become slaves of men.
24 In whatever situation someone was called, brothers and sisters, let him remain in

it with God.
Remaining Unmarried
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25 With regard to the question about people who have never married, I have no
command from the Lord, but I give my opinion as one shown mercy by the Lord to be
trustworthy.

26Because of the impending crisis I think it best for you to remain as you are.
27 The one bound to a wife should not seek divorce. The one released from a wife

should not seekmarriage.
28But if you marry, you have not sinned. And if a virgin marries, she has not sinned.

But thosewhomarrywill face difficult circumstances, and I am trying to spare you such
problems.

29And I say this, brothers and sisters: The time is short. So then thosewhohavewives
should be as those who have none,

30 those with tears like those not weeping, those who rejoice like those not rejoicing,
those who buy like those without possessions,

31 thosewho use theworld as though theywere not using it to the full. For the present
shape of this world is passing away.

32And Iwant you to be free from concern. An unmarriedman is concerned about the
things of the Lord, how to please the Lord.

33 But a married man is concerned about the things of the world, how to please his
wife,

34 and he is divided. An unmarried woman or a virgin is concerned about the things
of the Lord, to be holy both in body and spirit. But amarriedwoman is concerned about
the things of the world, how to please her husband.

35 I amsaying this for yourbenefit, not to place a limitation onyou, but so thatwithout
distraction youmay give notable and constant service to the Lord.

36 If anyone thinks he is acting inappropriately toward his virgin, if she is past the
bloom of youth and it seems necessary, he should do what he wishes; he does not sin.
Let themmarry.

37 But the man who is firm in his commitment, and is under no necessity but has
control over hiswill, and has decided in his ownmind to keep his own virgin, doeswell.

38 So then, the one who marries his own virgin does well, but the one who does not,
does better.

39Awife is bound as long as her husband is living. But if her husband dies, she is free
to marry anyone she wishes (only someone in the Lord).

40 But in my opinion, she will be happier if she remains as she is – and I think that I
too have the Spirit of God!

8
1 With regard to food sacrificed to idols, we know that “we all have knowledge.”

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
2 If someone thinks he knows something, he does not yet know to the degree that he

needs to know.
3But if someone loves God, he is known by God.
4 With regard then to eating food sacrificed to idols, we know that “an idol in this

world is nothing,” and that “there is no God but one.”
5 If after all there are so-called gods,whether inheavenor on earth (as there aremany

gods andmany lords),
6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we

live, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
live.
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7But this knowledge is not shared by all. And some, by being accustomed to idols in
former times, eat this food as an idol sacrifice, and their conscience, because it is weak,
is defiled.

8Now food will not bring us close to God. We are no worse if we do not eat and no
better if we do.

9But be careful that this liberty of yours does not become a hindrance to the weak.
10 For if someone weak sees you who possess knowledge dining in an idol’s temple,

will not his conscience be “strengthened” to eat food offered to idols?
11Sobyyourknowledge theweakbrotheror sister, forwhomChrist died, is destroyed.
12 If you sin against your brothers or sisters in this way and wound their weak

conscience, you sin against Christ.
13For this reason, if food causesmybrother or sister to sin, Iwill never eatmeat again,

so that I may not cause one of them to sin.

9
1Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my

work in the Lord?
2 If I am not an apostle to others, at least I am to you, for you are the confirming sign

of my apostleship in the Lord.
3This is my defense to those who examineme.
4Dowe not have the right to financial support?
5Do we not have the right to the company of a believing wife, like the other apostles

and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas?
6Or do only Barnabas and I lack the right not to work?
7Who ever serves in the army at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does

not eat its fruit? Who tends a flock and does not consume its milk?
8Am I saying these things only on the basis of common sense, or does the law not say

this as well?
9For it is written in the law of Moses, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the

grain.” God is not concerned here about oxen, is he?
10Or is he not surely speaking for our benefit? It was written for us, because the one

plowing and threshing ought to work in hope of enjoying the harvest.
11 If we sowed spiritual blessings among you, is it too much to reap material things

from you?
12 If others receive this right from you, are we not more deserving?
Butwe have notmade use of this right. Insteadwe endure everything so that wemay

not be a hindrance to the gospel of Christ.
13Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple eat food from the temple, and

those who serve at the altar receive a part of the offerings?
14 In the same way the Lord commanded those who proclaim the gospel to receive

their living by the gospel.
15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing these things so that

something will be done for me. In fact, it would be better for me to die than – no one
will deprive me of my reason for boasting!

16For if I preach the gospel, I have no reason for boasting, because I am compelled to
do this. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!

17For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward. But if I do it unwillingly, I am entrusted
with a responsibility.

18What then ismy reward? That when I preach the gospel I may offer the gospel free
of charge, and so not make full use of my rights in the gospel.
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19 For since I am free from all I can make myself a slave to all, in order to gain even
more people.

20 To the Jews I became like a Jew to gain the Jews. To those under the law I became
like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) to gain those under the
law.

21To those free from the law I became like one free from the law (though I amnot free
from God’s law but under the law of Christ) to gain those free from the law.

22 To the weak I became weak in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to
all people, so that by all means I may save some.

23 I do all these things because of the gospel, so that I can be a participant in it.
24Do you not know that all the runners in a stadium compete, but only one receives

the prize? So run to win.
25 Each competitor must exercise self-control in everything. They do it to receive a

perishable crown, but we an imperishable one.
26 So I do not run uncertainly or box like one who hits only air.
27 Instead I subdue my body and make it my slave, so that after preaching to others I

myself will not be disqualified.

10
1For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our fathers were all

under the cloud and all passed through the sea,
2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
3and all ate the same spiritual food,
4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For theywere all drinking from the spiritual

rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ.
5 But God was not pleased with most of them, for they were cut down in the

wilderness.
6 These things happened as examples for us, so that we will not crave evil things as

they did.
7 So do not be idolaters, as some of them were. As it is written, “ The people sat down

to eat and drink and rose up to play.”
8And let us not be immoral, as some of them were, and twenty-three thousand died

in a single day.
9 And let us not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by

snakes.
10And do not complain, as some of themdid, andwere killed by the destroying angel.
11These things happened to them as examples and were written for our instruction,

on whom the ends of the ages have come.
12 So let the one who thinks he is standing be careful that he does not fall.
13No trial has overtaken you that is not faced by others. And God is faithful: He will

not let you be tried beyondwhat you are able to bear, butwith the trialwill also provide
a way out so that youmay be able to endure it.

Avoid Idol Feasts
14 So then, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.
15 I am speaking to thoughtful people. Consider what I say.
16 Is not the cup of blessing that we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the

bread that we break a sharing in the body of Christ?
17Because there is one bread, wewho aremany are one body, forwe all share the one

bread.
18 Look at the people of Israel. Are not those who eat the sacrifices partners in the

altar?
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19Am I saying that idols or food sacrificed to them amount to anything?
20No, Imean thatwhat the pagans sacrifice is to demons andnot toGod. I do notwant

you to be partners with demons.
21You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot take part

in the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
22Or arewe trying to provoke the Lord to jealousy? Arewe really stronger than he is?

Live to Glorify God
23 “Everything is lawful,” but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is lawful,” but

not everything builds others up.
24Do not seek your own good, but the good of the other person.
25Eat anything that is sold in themarketplace without questions of conscience,
26 for the earth and its abundance are the Lord’s.
27 If an unbeliever invites you to dinner and you want to go, eat whatever is served

without asking questions of conscience.
28But if someone says to you, “This is from a sacrifice,” do not eat, because of the one

who told you and because of conscience –
29 I do notmean yours but the other person’s. Forwhy ismy freedombeing judged by

another’s conscience?
30 If I partakewith thankfulness, why am I blamed for the food that I give thanks for?
31Sowhether youeat or drink, orwhatever youdo, do everything for the glory ofGod.
32Do not give offense to Jews or Greeks or to the church of God,
33 just as I also try to please everyone in all things. I do not seek my own benefit, but

the benefit of many, so that theymay be saved.

11
1Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

Women’s Head Coverings
2 I praise you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions

just as I passed them on to you.
3But I want you to know that Christ is the head of everyman, and theman is the head

of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.
4Anymanwho prays or prophesies with his head covered disgraces his head.
5 But any woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered disgraces her

head, for it is one and the same thing as having a shaved head.
6 For if a woman will not cover her head, she should cut off her hair. But if it is

disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, she should cover
her head.

7For aman should not have his head covered, since he is the image and glory of God.
But the woman is the glory of theman.

8Forman did not come fromwoman, but woman fromman.
9Neither wasman created for the sake of woman, but woman for man.
10 For this reason a woman should have a symbol of authority on her head, because

of the angels.
11 In any case, in the Lordwoman is not independent ofman, nor isman independent

of woman.
12 For just as woman came from man, so man comes through woman. But all things

come from God.
13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head

uncovered?
14Does not nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace for him,
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15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a
covering.

16 If anyone intends to quarrel about this, we have no other practice, nor do the
churches of God.

The Lord’s Supper
17 Now in giving the following instruction I do not praise you, because you come

together not for the better but for the worse.
18For in the first place, when you come together as a church I hear there are divisions

among you, and in part I believe it.
19 For there must in fact be divisions among you, so that those of you who are

approvedmay be evident.
20Nowwhenyou come together at the sameplace, you are not really eating the Lord’s

Supper.
21 For when it is time to eat, everyone proceeds with his own supper. One is hungry

and another becomes drunk.
22Do you not have houses so that you can eat and drink? Or are you trying to show

contempt for the church of God by shaming thosewhohave nothing? What should I say
to you? Should I praise you? I will not praise you for this!

23For I received from the Lordwhat I also passed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night in which he was betrayed took bread,

24 and after he had given thanks he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

25 In the same way, he also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant inmy blood. Do this, every time you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

26For every time you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

27For this reason,whoevereats thebreadordrinks thecupof theLord inanunworthy
manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

28 A person should examine himself first, and in this way let him eat the bread and
drink of the cup.

29For the onewhoeats anddrinkswithout careful regard for thebody eats anddrinks
judgment against himself.

30That is whymany of you are weak and sick, and quite a few are dead.
31But if we examined ourselves, we would not be judged.
32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be

condemnedwith the world.
33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one

another.
34 If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that when you assemble it does not lead

to judgment. I will give directions about other matters when I come.

12
1 With regard to spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be unin-

formed.
2You know thatwhen youwere pagans youwere often led astray by speechless idols,

however you were led.
3 So I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is

cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
4Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit.
5And there are different ministries, but the same Lord.



1 Corinthians 12:6 1423 1 Corinthians 12:31

6 And there are different results, but the same God who produces all of them in
everyone.

7To each person themanifestation of the Spirit is given for the benefit of all.
8 For one person is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, and another the

message of knowledge according to the same Spirit,
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
10 to another performance of miracles, to another prophecy, and to another discern-

ment of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation
of tongues.

11 It is one and the same Spirit, distributing as he decides to each person, who
produces all these things.

DifferentMembers in One Body
12For just as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the

body – thoughmany – are one body, so too is Christ.
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Whether Jews or Greeks or

slaves or free, we were all made to drink of the one Spirit.
14For in fact the body is not a single member, but many.
15 If the foot says, “Since I amnot a hand, I amnot part of the body,” it does not lose its

membership in the body because of that.
16And if the ear says, “Since I amnot an eye, I amnot part of the body,” it does not lose

its membership in the body because of that.
17 If the whole body were an eye, what part would do the hearing? If the whole were

an ear, what part would exercise the sense of smell?
18But as a matter of fact, God has placed each of the members in the body just as he

decided.
19 If they were all the samemember, where would the body be?
20 So now there are manymembers, but one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not need you,” nor in turn can the head say to

the foot, “I do not need you.”
22On the contrary, those members that seem to be weaker are essential,
23 and those members we consider less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and

our unpresentable members are clothed with dignity,
24but our presentable members do not need this. Instead, God has blended together

the body, giving greater honor to the lesser member,
25 so that there may be no division in the body, but the members may have mutual

concern for one another.
26 If onemember suffers, everyone suffers with it. If amember is honored, all rejoice

with it.
27Now you are Christ’s body, and each of you is a member of it.
28 And God has placed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,

thenmiracles, gifts of healing, helps, gifts of leadership, different kinds of tongues.
29Not all are apostles, are they? Not all are prophets, are they? Not all are teachers,

are they? Not all performmiracles, do they?
30 Not all have gifts of healing, do they? Not all speak in tongues, do they? Not all

interpret, do they?
31But you should be eager for the greater gifts.
And now I will show you a way that is beyond comparison.
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13
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but I do not have love, I am a noisy

gong or a clanging cymbal.
2And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all

faith so that I can removemountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
3 If I give away everything I own, and if I give over my body in order to boast, but do

not have love, I receive no benefit.
4Love is patient, love is kind, it is not envious. Love does not brag, it is not puffed up.
5 It is not rude, it is not self-serving, it is not easily angered or resentful.
6 It is not glad about injustice, but rejoices in the truth.
7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends. But if there are prophecies, they will be set aside; if there are

tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be set aside.
9For we know in part, and we prophesy in part,
10but whenwhat is perfect comes, the partial will be set aside.
11When Iwas a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.

But when I became an adult, I set aside childish ways.
12For nowwe see in amirror indirectly, but thenwewill see face to face. Now I know

in part, but then I will know fully, just as I have been fully known.
13And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.

14
1Pursue love and be eager for the spiritual gifts, especially that youmay prophesy.
2 For the one speaking in a tongue does not speak to people but to God, for no one

understands; he is speakingmysteries by the Spirit.
3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encourage-

ment, and consolation.
4Theonewhospeaks ina tonguebuildshimself up, but theonewhoprophesiesbuilds

up the church.
5 I wish you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy. The one

who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets so
that the churchmay be strengthened.

6Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will I help you
unless I speak to you with a revelation or with knowledge or prophecy or teaching?

7 It is similar for lifeless things that make a sound, like a flute or harp. Unless
they make a distinction in the notes, how can what is played on the flute or harp be
understood?

8 If, for example, the trumpet makes an unclear sound, whowill get ready for battle?
9 It is the same for you. If you do not speak clearly with your tongue, howwill anyone

knowwhat is being said? For you will be speaking into the air.
10 There are probably many kinds of languages in the world, and none is without

meaning.
11 If then I do not know themeaning of a language, I will be a foreigner to the speaker

and the speaker a foreigner to me.
12 It is the samewith you. Since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, seek to

abound in order to strengthen the church.
13 So then, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that hemay interpret.
14 If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but mymind is unproductive.
15What should I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind. I

will sing praises withmy spirit, but I will also sing praises withmymind.



1 Corinthians 14:16 1425 1 Corinthians 15:2

16Otherwise, if you are praising God with your spirit, how can someone without the
gift say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since he does not knowwhat you are saying?

17For you are certainly giving thanks well, but the other person is not strengthened.
18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you,
19but in the church Iwant to speakfivewordswithmymind to instruct others, rather

than ten thousand words in a tongue.
20Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking. Instead, be infants in evil,

but in your thinking bemature.
21 It is written in the law: “By peoplewith strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I

will speak to this people, yet not even in this waywill they listen tome,” says the Lord.
22So then, tonguesarea signnot forbelieversbut forunbelievers. Prophecy, however,

is not for unbelievers but for believers.
23So if thewhole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and unbelievers or

uninformed people enter, will they not say that you have lost yourminds?
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or uninformed person enters, he will be

convicted by all, he will be called to account by all.
25The secrets of his heart are disclosed, and in thisway hewill fall downwith his face

to the ground andworship God, declaring, “God is really among you.”
Church Order

26What should you do then, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each one
has a song, has a lesson, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all
these things be done for the strengthening of the church.

27 If someone speaks in a tongue, it should be two, or at the most three, one after the
other, and someonemust interpret.

28 But if there is no interpreter, he should be silent in the church. Let him speak to
himself and to God.

29Two or three prophets should speak and the others should evaluate what is said.
30 And if someone sitting down receives a revelation, the person who is speaking

should conclude.
31For you can all prophesy one after another, so all can learn and be encouraged.
32 Indeed, the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets,
33 for God is not characterized by disorder but by peace.
As in all the churches of the saints,
34 the women should be silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak.

Rather, let them be in submission, as in fact the law says.
35 If they want to find out about something, they should ask their husbands at home,

because it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in church.
36Did the word of God begin with you, or did it come to you alone?
37 If anyone considers himself a prophet or spiritual person, he should acknowledge

that what I write to you is the Lord’s command.
38 If someone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.
39 So then, brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid anyone from

speaking in tongues.
40And do everything in a decent and orderly manner.

15
1Now Iwant tomake clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel that I preached to

you, that you received and onwhich you stand,
2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message I preached to

you – unless you believed in vain.
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3 For I passed on to you as of first importance what I also received – that Christ died
for our sins according to the scriptures,

4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day according to the
scriptures,

5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
6Then he appeared tomore than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at one time,

most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.
7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
8Last of all, as though to one born at the wrong time, he appeared to me also.
9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I

persecuted the church of God.
10But by the grace of God I amwhat I am, and his grace tome has not been in vain. In

fact, I worked harder than all of them – yet not I, but the grace of God withme.
11Whether then it was I or they, this is the way we preach and this is the way you

believed.
No Resurrection?

12Now if Christ is being preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
there is no resurrection of the dead?

13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.
14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is futile and your faith is

empty.
15 Also, we are found to be false witnesses about God, because we have testified

against God that he raised Christ from the dead, when in reality he did not raise him,
if indeed the dead are not raised.

16For if the dead are not raised, then not even Christ has been raised.
17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless; you are still in your sins.
18Furthermore, those who have fallen asleep in Christ have also perished.
19For if only in this lifewehavehope inChrist, we shouldbepitiedmore thananyone.
20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have

fallen asleep.
21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also came

through aman.
22For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.
23But each inhis ownorder: Christ, thefirstfruits; thenwhenChrist comes, thosewho

belong to him.
24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when he

has brought to an end all rule and all authority and power.
25For hemust reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
26The last enemy to be eliminated is death.
27 For he has put|strong="G5293" everything in subjection under his feet

everything in subjection under his feet. But when it says “everything” has been
put in subjection, it is clear that this does not include the one who put everything in
subjection to him.

28Andwhen all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will be subjected to
the one who subjected everything to him, so that Godmay be all in all.

29Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not
raised at all, then why are they baptized for them?

30Why too are we in danger every hour?
31 Every day I am in danger of death! This is as sure as my boasting in you, which I

have in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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32 If from a human point of view I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what did it
benefit me? If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrowwe die.

33Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts goodmorals.”
34 Sober up as you should, and stop sinning! For some have no knowledge of God – I

say this to your shame!

The Resurrection Body
35But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they

come?”
36Fool! What you sowwill not come to life unless it dies.
37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare seed – perhaps of wheat

or something else.
38ButGod gives it a body just as he planned, and to each of the seeds a body of its own.
39 All flesh is not the same: People have one flesh, animals have another, birds and

fish another.
40And there are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies. The glory of the heavenly body

is one sort and the earthly another.
41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon and another glory of

the stars, for star differs from star in glory.
42 It is the samewith the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is

raised is imperishable.
43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in

power;
44 it is sownanatural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there

is also a spiritual body.
45 So also it is written, “ The first man, Adam, became a living person”; the last Adam

became a life-giving spirit.
46However, the spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and then the spiritual.
47The first man is from the earth, made of dust; the secondman is from heaven.
48 Like the one made of dust, so too are those made of dust, and like the one from

heaven, so too those who are heavenly.
49And just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, let us also bear the image

of theman of heaven.
50Now this is what I am saying, brothers and sisters: Flesh and blood cannot inherit

the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
51Listen, I will tell you amystery: Wewill not all sleep, but we will all be changed –
52 in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and wewill be changed.
53For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must

put on immortality.
54 Now when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal puts on

immortality, then the saying that is written will happen,
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!
58 So then, dear brothers and sisters, be firm. Do not be moved! Always be

outstanding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
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16
1With regard to the collection for the saints, please follow the directions that I gave

to the churches of Galatia:
2On the first day of theweek, each of you should set aside some income and save it to

the extent that God has blessed you, so that a collection will not have to be made when
I come.

3Then, when I arrive, I will send thosewhomyou approvewith letters of explanation
to carry your gift to Jerusalem.

4And if it seems advisable that I should go also, they will go withme.
Paul’s Plans to Visit

5 But I will come to you after I have gone through Macedonia – for I will be going
throughMacedonia –

6 and perhaps I will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you can sendme
onmy journey, wherever I go.

7 For I do not want to see you now in passing, since I hope to spend some time with
you, if the Lord allows.

8But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost,
9 because a door of great opportunity stands wide open for me, but there are many

opponents.
10Now if Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear among you, for he is doing

the Lord’s work, as I am too.
11 So then, let no one treat him with contempt. But send him on his way in peace so

that hemay come tome. For I am expecting himwith the brothers.
12With regard to our brother Apollos: I strongly encouraged him to visit youwith the

other brothers, but it was simply not his intention to come now. He will come when he
has the opportunity.

Final Challenge and Blessing
13 Stay alert, stand firm in the faith, show courage, be strong.
14Everything you do should be done in love.
15Now, brothers and sisters, you know about the household of Stephanus, that as the

first converts of Achaia, they devoted themselves to ministry for the saints. I urge you
16 also to submit to people like this, and to everyone who cooperates in the work and

labors hard.
17 I was glad about the arrival of Stephanus, Fortunatus, and Achaicus because they

have supplied the fellowship with you that I lacked.
18For they refreshedmy spirit and yours. So then, recognize people like this.
19The churches in the province of Asia send greetings to you. Aquila and Prisca greet

you warmly in the Lord, with the church that meets in their house.
20All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
21 I, Paul, send this greeting withmy own hand.
22Let anyone who has no love for the Lord be accursed. Our Lord, come!
23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
24My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus.
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2 Corinthians
Salutation

1From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to
the church of God that is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia.

2Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving for God’s Comfort
3Blessed is theGod and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father ofmercies andGod

of all comfort,
4 who comforts us in all our troubles so that we may be able to comfort those

experiencing any trouble with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God.

5 For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow toward us, so also our comfort through
Christ overflows to you.

6But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is
for your comfort that you experience in your patient endurance of the same sufferings
that we also suffer.

7 And our hope for you is steadfast because we know that as you share in our
sufferings, so also you will share in our comfort.

8Forwe do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, regarding the affliction
that happened to us in the province of Asia, thatwewere burdened excessively, beyond
our strength, so that we despaired even of living.

9 Indeed we felt as if the sentence of death had been passed against us, so that we
would not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead.

10He delivered us from so great a risk of death, and he will deliver us. We have set
our hope on him that he will deliver us yet again,

11as you also join in helping us by prayer, so thatmany peoplemay give thanks to God
on our behalf for the gracious gift given to us through the help of many.

Paul Defends His Changed Plans
12 For our reason for confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that with

puremotives and sinceritywhichare fromGod –notbyhumanwisdombutby the grace
of God –we conducted ourselves in the world, and all the more toward you.

13 For we do not write you anything other than what you can read and also under-
stand. But I hope that you will understand completely

14 just as also you have partly understood us, that we are your source of pride just as
you also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus.

15 And with this confidence I intended to come to you first so that you would get a
second opportunity to see us,

16 and through your help to go on into Macedonia and then fromMacedonia to come
back to you and be helped on our way into Judea by you.

17 Therefore when I was planning to do this, I did not do so without thinking about
what I was doing, did I? Or do I make my plans according to mere human standards so
that I would be saying both “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time?

18But as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.”
19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the onewhowas proclaimed among you by us – by

me and Silvanus and Timothy –was not “Yes” and “No,” but it has always been “Yes” in
him.
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20 For every one of God’s promises are “Yes” in him; therefore also through him the
“Amen” is spoken, to the glory we give to God.

21But it is God who establishes us together with you in Christ and who anointed us,
22who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a down payment.
Why Paul PostponedHis Visit

23NowIappeal toGodasmywitness, that to spare you I didnot comeagain toCorinth.
24 I do not mean that we rule over your faith, but we are workers with you for your

joy, because by faith you stand firm.

2
1 So I made upmy ownmind not to pay you another painful visit.
2For if I make you sad, who would be left to make me glad but the one I caused to be

sad?
3 And I wrote this very thing to you, so that when I came I would not have sadness

from those who ought to make me rejoice, since I am confident in you all that my joy
would be yours.

4For out of great distress and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears, not to
make you sad, but to let you know the love that I have especially for you.

5But if anyone has caused sadness, he has not saddenedme alone, but to some extent
(not to exaggerate) he has saddened all of you as well.

6This punishment on such an individual by themajority is enough for him,
7 so that now instead you should rather forgive and comfort him. This will keep him

from being overwhelmed by excessive grief to the point of despair.
8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him.
9For this reason also I wrote you: to test you to see if you are obedient in everything.
10 If you forgive anyone for anything, I also forgive him – for indeed what I have

forgiven (if I have forgiven anything) I did so for you in the presence of Christ,
11 so that wemay not be exploited by Satan (for we are not ignorant of his schemes).
12Nowwhen I arrived in Troas to proclaim the gospel of Christ, even though the Lord

had opened a door of opportunity for me,
13 I had no relief in my spirit, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said

good-bye to them and set out for Macedonia.
ApostolicMinistry

14 But thanks be to God who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and
who makes known through us the fragrance that consists of the knowledge of him in
every place.

15 For we are a sweet aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and
among those who are perishing –

16 to the latter an odor from death to death, but to the former a fragrance from life to
life. And who is adequate for these things?

17Forwearenot like somanyothers, hucksterswhopeddle thewordofGod forprofit,
but we are speaking in Christ before God as persons of sincerity, as persons sent from
God.

3
1Arewebeginning to commendourselves again? Wedon’t need letters of recommen-

dation to you or from you as some other people do, do we?
2You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone,
3 revealing that you are a letter of Christ, delivered by us, written not with ink but by

the Spirit of the living God, not on stone tablets but on tablets of human hearts.
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4Nowwe have such confidence in God through Christ.
5Not thatwe are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as if itwere coming from

ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,
6whomade us adequate to be servants of a new covenant not based on the letter but

on the Spirit, for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

The Greater Glory of the Spirit’sMinistry
7 But if the ministry that produced death – carved in letters on stone tablets – came

with glory, so that the Israelites could not keep their eyes fixed on the face of Moses
because of the glory of his face (a glory which wasmade ineffective),

8howmuchmore glorious will the ministry of the Spirit be?
9For if therewas glory in theministry that produced condemnation, howmuchmore

does theministry that produces righteousness excel in glory!
10For indeed, what had been glorious now has no glory because of the tremendously

greater glory of what replaced it.
11 For if what was made ineffective came with glory, how much more has what

remains come in glory!
12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we behave with great boldness,
13 and not like Moses who used to put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from

staring at the result of the glory that wasmade ineffective.
14But their minds were closed. For to this very day, the same veil remains when they

hear the old covenant read. It has not been removed because only in Christ is it taken
away.

15But until this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds,
16but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is present, there is

freedom.
18 And we all, with unveiled faces reflecting the glory of the Lord, are being trans-

formed into the same image fromonedegreeof glory to another,which is from theLord,
who is the Spirit.

4
1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, just as God has shown us mercy, we do not

become discouraged.
2 But we have rejected shameful hidden deeds, not behaving with deceptiveness

or distorting the word of God, but by open proclamation of the truth we commend
ourselves to everyone’s conscience before God.

3But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing,
4 among whom the god of this age has blinded the minds of those who do not believe

so they would not see the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God.
5 For we do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your

slaves for Jesus’ sake.
6 For God, who said “ Let light shine out of darkness,” is the one who shined in our

hearts to give us the light of the glorious knowledge of God in the face of Christ.

An EternalWeight of Glory
7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that the extraordinary power belongs to

God and does not come from us.
8We are experiencing trouble on every side, but are not crushed; we are perplexed,

but not driven to despair;
9we are persecuted, but not abandoned; we are knocked down, but not destroyed,
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10always carrying around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also bemade visible in our body.

11 For we who are alive are constantly being handed over to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may also bemade visible in ourmortal body.

12As a result, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
13But sincewe have the same spirit of faith as that shown inwhat has beenwritten, “

I believed; therefore I spoke,”we also believe, therefore we also speak.
14We do so because we know that the one who raised up Jesus will also raise us up

with Jesus and will bring us with you into his presence.
15 For all these things are for your sake, so that the grace that is including more and

more people may cause thanksgiving to increase to the glory of God.
16 Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical body is wearing away, our

inner person is being renewed day by day.
17 For our momentary, light suffering is producing for us an eternal weight of glory

far beyond all comparison
18 because we are not looking at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen. For

what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

5
1 For we know that if our earthly house, the tent we live in, is dismantled, we have a

building from God, a house not built by human hands, that is eternal in the heavens.
2 For in this earthly house we groan, because we desire to put on our heavenly

dwelling,
3 if indeed, after we have put on our heavenly house, we will not be found naked.
4 For we groan while we are in this tent, since we are weighed down, because we do

not want to be unclothed, but clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by
life.

5Now the onewho prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as
a down payment.

6 Therefore we are always full of courage, and we know that as long as we are alive
here on earth we are absent from the Lord –

7 for we live by faith, not by sight.
8Thuswe are full of courage andwould prefer to be away from the body and at home

with the Lord.
9 So then whether we are alive or away, wemake it our ambition to please him.
10For wemust all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each onemay be

paid back according to what he has done while in the body, whether good or evil.
TheMessage of Reconciliation

11Therefore, becausewe know the fear of the Lord,we try to persuade people, butwe
are well known to God, and I hope we are well known to your consciences too.

12 We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an
opportunity to be proud of us, so that you may be able to answer those who take pride
in outward appearance and not in what is in the heart.

13For if we are out of our minds, it is for God; if we are of soundmind, it is for you.
14For the love of Christ controls us, since we have concluded this, that Christ died for

all; therefore all have died.
15And he died for all so that those who live should no longer live for themselves but

for himwho died for them andwas raised.
16 So then from now on we acknowledge no one from an outward human point of

view. Even thoughwe have known Christ from such a human point of view, nowwe do
not know him in that way any longer.
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17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; what is old has passed away –
look, what is new has come!

18And all these things are fromGodwho reconciled us to himself through Christ, and
who has given us theministry of reconciliation.

19 In other words, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
people’s trespasses against them, and he has given us themessage of reconciliation.

20 Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making His plea
through us. We plead with you on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God!”

21God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we would
become the righteousness of God.

6
1Nowbecauseweare fellowworkers,we also urge younot to receive the grace ofGod

in vain.
2 For he says, “ I heard you at the acceptable time, and in the day of salvation I helped

you.” Look, now is the acceptable time; look, now is the day of salvation!
3Wedonot give anyone an occasion for taking an offense in anything, so that no fault

may be foundwith ourministry.
4 But as God’s servants, we have commended ourselves in every way, with great

endurance, in persecutions, in difficulties, in distresses,
5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in troubles, in sleepless nights, in hunger,
6by purity, by knowledge, by patience, by benevolence, by theHoly Spirit, by genuine

love,
7 by truthful teaching, by the power of God, with weapons of righteousness both for

the right hand and for the left,
8 throughglory anddishonor, through slander andpraise; regardedas impostors, and

yet true;
9 as unknown, and yet well-known; as dying and yet – see! – we continue to live; as

those who are scourged and yet not executed;
10 as sorrowful, but always rejoicing, as poor, but making many rich, as having

nothing, and yet possessing everything.
11Wehave spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart has been openedwide to you.
12Our affection for you is not restricted, but you are restricted in your affections for

us.
13Now as a fair exchange – I speak as to my children – open wide your hearts to us

also.

Unequal Partners
14 Do not become partners with those who do not believe, for what partnership is

there between righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship does light have with
darkness?

15And what agreement does Christ have with Beliar? Or what does a believer share
in commonwith an unbeliever?

16And what mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God, just as God said, “ I will live in them and will walk among
them, and I will be their God, and theywill bemy people: *.”

17Therefore “ come out from theirmidst, and be separate,” says the Lord, “ and touch
nounclean thing, and I will welcome you,

18 and I will be a father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,” says the All-
Powerful Lord.
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7
1Therefore, sincewe have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from

everything that could defile the body and the spirit, and thus accomplish holiness out
of reverence for God.

2Make room for us in your hearts; we have wronged no one, we have ruined no one,
we have exploited no one.

3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I told you before that you are in our hearts so
that we die together and live together with you.

A Letter That Caused Sadness
4 I have great confidence in you; I take great pride on your behalf. I am filled with

encouragement; I am overflowing with joy in themidst of all our suffering.
5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our body had no rest at all, but we were

troubled in every way – struggles from the outside, fears fromwithin.
6But God, who encourages the downhearted, encouraged us by the arrival of Titus.
7 We were encouraged not only by his arrival, but also by the encouragement you

gave him, as he reported to us your longing, yourmourning, your deep concern forme,
so that I rejoicedmore than ever.

8For even if Imade you sadbymy letter, I do not regret havingwritten it (even though
I did regret it, for I see that my letter made you sad, though only for a short time).

9Now I rejoice, not because you were made sad, but because you were made sad to
the point of repentance. For you were made sad as God intended, so that you were not
harmed in any way by us.

10 For sadness as intended by God produces a repentance that leads to salvation,
leaving no regret, but worldly sadness brings about death.

11 For see what this very thing, this sadness as God intended, has produced in
you: what eagerness, what defense of yourselves, what indignation, what alarm,
what longing, what deep concern, what punishment! In everything you have proved
yourselves to be innocent in this matter.

12So then, even though Iwrote to you, itwasnot onaccount of the onewhodidwrong,
or on account of the one who was wronged, but to reveal to you your eagerness on our
behalf before God.

13Therefore we have been encouraged. And in addition to our own encouragement,
we rejoiced evenmore at the joy of Titus, because all of you have refreshed his spirit.

14 For if I have boasted to him about anything concerning you, I have not been
embarrassed by you, but just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting
to Titus about you has proved true as well.

15Andhis affection for you ismuch greaterwhenhe remembers the obedience of you
all, how youwelcomed himwith fear and trembling.

16 I rejoice because in everything I am fully confident in you.

8
1 Now we make known to you, brothers and sisters, the grace of God given to the

churches of Macedonia,
2 that during a severe ordeal of suffering, their abundant joy and their extreme

poverty have overflowed in the wealth of their generosity.
3 For I testify, they gave according to their means and beyond their means. They did

so voluntarily,
4 begging us with great earnestness for the blessing and fellowship of helping the

saints.
5And they did this not just aswehadhoped, but they gave themselves first to the Lord

and to us by the will of God.
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6ThusweurgedTitus that, just ashehadpreviouslybegun thiswork, soalsohe should
complete this act of kindness for you.

7Butas youexcel in everything – in faith, in speech, inknowledge, and inall eagerness
and in the love from us that is in you –make sure that you excel in this act of kindness
too.

8 I am not saying this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love by
comparison with the eagerness of others.

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that although he was rich, he
became poor for your sakes, so that you by his poverty could become rich.

10So here ismy opinion on thismatter: It is to your advantage, since youmade a good
start last year both in your giving and your desire to give,

11 to finish what you started, so that just as you wanted to do it eagerly, you can also
complete it according to yourmeans.

12For if the eagerness is present, the gift itself is acceptable according towhatever one
has, not according to what he does not have.

13For I do not say this so there would be relief for others and suffering for you, but as
a matter of equality.

14 At the present time, your abundance will meet their need, so that one day their
abundancemay also meet your need, and thus there may be equality,

15as it is written: “The onewho gatheredmuch did not have toomuch, and the onewho
gathered little did not have too little.”

TheMission of Titus
16But thanks be to Godwho put in the heart of Titus the same devotion I have for you,
17because he not only accepted our request, but since hewas very eager, he is coming

to you of his own accord.
18And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the churches

for his work in spreading the gospel.
19 In addition, this brother has also been chosen by the churches as our traveling

companion as we administer this generous gift to the glory of the Lord himself and to
show our readiness to help.

20Wedid this as aprecaution so thatnoone shouldblameus in regard to this generous
gift we are administering.

21Forweare concernedaboutwhat is rightnotonlybefore theLordbutalsobeforemen.
22And we are sending with them our brother whomwe have tested many times and

found eager in many matters, but who now is much more eager than ever because of
the great confidence he has in you.

23 If there is any question about Titus, he ismypartner and fellowworker among you;
if there is any question about our brothers, they aremessengers of the churches, a glory
to Christ.

24Therefore show them openly before the churches the proof of your love and of our
pride in you.

9
1For it is not necessary for me to write you about this service to the saints,
2 because I know your eagerness to help. I keep boasting to the Macedonians about

this eagerness of yours, that Achaia has been ready to give since last year, and your zeal
to participate has stirred upmost of them.

3But I am sending these brothers so that our boasting about youmay not be empty in
this case, so that youmay be ready just as I kept telling them.
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4For if any of theMacedonians should comewithme and find that you are not ready
to give, wewould be humiliated (not tomention you) by this confidence we had in you.

5Therefore I thought it necessary to urge these brothers to go to you in advance and
to arrange ahead of time the generous contribution you had promised, so this may be
ready as a generous gift and not as something you feel forced to do.

6My point is this: The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the
person who sows generously will also reap generously.

7 Each one of you should give just as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, because God loves a cheerful giver.

8And God is able to make all grace overflow to you so that because you have enough
of everything in every way at all times, you will overflow in every good work.

9 Just as it is written, “He has scattered widely, he has given to the poor; his righteous-
ness remains forever.”

10 Now God who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide and
multiply your supply of seed andwill cause the harvest of your righteousness to grow.

11You will be enriched in every way so that you may be generous on every occasion,
which is producing through us thanksgiving to God,

12because the service of thisministry is not only providing for the needs of the saints
but is also overflowing withmany thanks to God.

13 Through the evidence of this service they will glorify God because of your obedi-
ence to your confession in the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your sharing with
them andwith everyone.

14And in their prayers on your behalf they long for you because of the extraordinary
grace God has shown to you.

15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

10
1NowI,Paul, appeal toyoupersonallyby themeeknessandgentlenessofChrist (Iwho

ammeek when present among you, but am full of courage toward you when away!) –
2now I ask that when I am present I may not have to be boldwith the confidence that

(I expect) I will dare to use against some who consider us to be behaving according to
human standards.

3 For though we live as human beings, we do not wage war according to human
standards,

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not humanweapons, but aremade powerful by
God for tearing down strongholds. We tear down arguments

5and every arrogant obstacle that is raised up against the knowledge of God, and we
take every thought captive to make it obey Christ.

6We are also ready to punish every act of disobedience, whenever your obedience is
complete.

7 You are looking at outward appearances. If anyone is confident that he belongs to
Christ, he should reflect on this again: Just as he himself belongs to Christ, so too dowe.

8For if I boast somewhatmore about our authority that the Lord gave us for building
you up and not for tearing you down, I will not be ashamed of doing so.

9 I do not want to seem as though I am trying to terrify you withmy letters,
10 because some say, “His letters are weighty and forceful, but his physical presence

is weak and his speech is of no account.”
11Let such aperson consider this: Whatwe sayby letterswhenweare absent,we also

are in actions whenwe are present.
Paul’sMission
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12 For we would not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those
who recommend themselves. But when they measure themselves by themselves and
compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding.

13Butwewill not boast beyond certain limits, butwill confine our boasting according
to the limits of thework towhich God has appointed us, that reaches even as far as you.

14Forwewere not overextending ourselves, as thoughwe did not reach as far as you,
because wewere the first to reach as far as you with the gospel about Christ.

15 Nor do we boast beyond certain limits in the work done by others, but we hope
that as your faith continues to grow, our work may be greatly expanded among you
according to our limits,

16 so that we may preach the gospel in the regions that lie beyond you, and not boast
of work already done in another person’s area.

17But the onewho boasts|strong="G2744" must boast in the Lordmust boast
in the Lord.

18For it is not the personwho commends himselfwho is approved, but the person the
Lord commends.

11
1 I wish that you would be patient with me in a little foolishness, but indeed you are

being patient withme!
2For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy, because I promised you inmarriage to

one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.
3 But I am afraid that just as the serpent deceived Eve by his treachery, your minds

may be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.
4 For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus different from the one we

proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit than the one you received, or a different
gospel than the one you accepted, you put up with it well enough!

5For I consider myself not at all inferior to those “super-apostles.”
6 And even if I am unskilled in speaking, yet I am certainly not so in knowledge.

Indeed, we havemade this plain to you in everything in every way.
7 Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you could be exalted, because I

proclaimed the gospel of God to you free of charge?
8 I robbed other churches by receiving support from them so that I could serve you!
9When Iwaswith you andwas inneed, Iwas not a burden to anyone, for the brothers

who came fromMacedonia fully suppliedmy needs. I keptmyself from being a burden
to you in any way, and will continue to do so.

10As the truthofChrist is inme, thisboastingofminewill notbe stopped in the regions
of Achaia.

11Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!
12Andwhat I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may eliminate any opportunity

for thosewhowant a chance to be regarded as our equals in the things they boast about.
13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as

apostles of Christ.
14And nowonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
15 Therefore it is not surprising his servants also disguise themselves as servants of

righteousness, whose end will correspond to their actions.

Paul’s Sufferings for Christ
16 I say again, let no one think that I am a fool. But if you do, then at least acceptme as

a fool, so that I toomay boast a little.
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17What I am sayingwith this boastful confidence I do not say theway the Lordwould.
Instead it is, as it were, foolishness.

18 Sincemany are boasting according to human standards, I too will boast.
19For since you are so wise, you put up with fools gladly.
20 For you put up with it if someone makes slaves of you, if someone exploits you,

if someone takes advantage of you, if someone behaves arrogantly toward you, if
someone strikes you in the face.

21 (To my disgrace I must say that we were too weak for that!) But whatever anyone
else dares to boast about (I am speaking foolishly), I also dare to boast about the same
thing.

22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of
Abraham? So am I.

23Are they servants of Christ? (I am talking like I amout ofmymind!) I amevenmore
so: withmuchgreater labors,with farmore imprisonments,withmore severebeatings,
facing deathmany times.

24Five times I received from the Jews forty lashes less one.
25 Three times I was beaten with a rod. Once I received a stoning. Three times I

suffered shipwreck. A night and a day I spent adrift in the open sea.
26 I have been on journeys many times, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from

robbers, in dangers frommy own countrymen, in dangers from Gentiles, in dangers in
the city, in dangers in the wilderness, in dangers at sea, in dangers from false brothers,

27 in hard work and toil, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, many
times without food, in cold and without enough clothing.

28Apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxious concern
for all the churches.

29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not burn with
indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast about the things that showmyweakness.
31The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is blessed forever, knows I am not lying.
32 In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus

in order to arrest me,
33but I was let down in a rope-basket through awindow in the city wall, and escaped

his hands.

12
1 It is necessary to go on boasting. Though it is not profitable, I will go on to visions

and revelations from the Lord.
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago (whether in the body or out of the

body I do not know, God knows) was caught up to the third heaven.
3And I know that thisman (whether in the body or apart from the body I donot know,

God knows)
4was caught up into paradise and heard things too sacred to be put intowords, things

that a person is not permitted to speak.
5On behalf of such an individual I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast,

except about myweaknesses.
6 For even if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I would be telling the truth, but I

refrain from this so that no one may regard me beyond what he sees in me or what he
hears fromme,

7 even because of the extraordinary character of the revelations. Therefore, so that I
would not become arrogant, a thorn in the flesh was given tome, a messenger of Satan
to trouble me – so that I would not become arrogant.
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8 I asked the Lord three times about this, that it would depart fromme.
9 But he said to me, “My grace is enough for you, for my power is made perfect in

weakness.” So then, I will boast most gladly about myweaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may reside inme.

10Therefore I am content withweaknesses, with insults, with troubles, with persecu-
tions and difficulties for the sake of Christ, for whenever I amweak, then I am strong.

The Signs of an Apostle
11 I have become a fool. You yourselves forced me to do it, for I should have been

commended by you. For I lack nothing in comparison to those “super-apostles,” even
though I am nothing.

12 Indeed, the signs of anapostlewereperformedamongyouwith great perseverance
by signs and wonders and powerful deeds.

13For howwere you treated worse than the other churches, except that I myself was
not a burden to you? Forgiveme this injustice!

14Look, for the third time I am ready to come to you, and Iwill not be a burden to you,
because I do not want your possessions, but you. For children should not have to save
up for their parents, but parents for their children.

15Now Iwill most gladly spend and be spent for your lives! If I love youmore, am I to
be loved less?

16But be that as it may, I have not burdened you. Yet because I was a crafty person, I
took you in by deceit!

17 I have not taken advantage of you through anyone I have sent to you, have I?
18 I urged Titus to visit you and I sent our brother along with him. Titus did not take

advantage of you, did he? Did we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit? Did we not
behave in the sameway?

19Have youbeen thinking all this time thatwehave beendefending ourselves to you?
Weare speaking inChrist beforeGod, andeverythingwedo, dear friends, is tobuild you
up.

20For I am afraid that somehowwhen I come I will not find youwhat I wish, and you
will find me not what you wish. I am afraid that somehow there may be quarreling,
jealousy, intense anger, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance, and disorder.

21 I amafraid thatwhen I comeagain,myGodmayhumiliatemebefore you, and Iwill
grieve formany of thosewho previously sinned and have not repented of the impurity,
sexual immorality, and licentiousness that they have practiced.

13
1 This is the third time I am coming to visit you. By| strong="G1909" the

testimony the testimony of two|strong="G1417" or three witnesses everymatter will
be established.

2 I said beforewhen Iwaspresent the second timeandnow, thoughabsent, I say again
to those who sinned previously and to all the rest, that if I come again, I will not spare
anyone,

3 since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. He is not weak
toward you but is powerful among you.

4 For indeed he was crucified by reason of weakness, but he lives because of God’s
power. Forwe also areweak inhim, butwewill live togetherwith him, because of God’s
power toward you.

5 Put yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do
you not recognize regarding yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you – unless, indeed, you
fail the test!

6And I hope that you will realize that we have not failed the test!
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7Nowwepray toGod that youmaynot do anythingwrong, not so thatwemay appear
to have passed the test, but so that you may do what is right even if we may appear to
have failed the test.

8For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the sake of the truth.
9Forwe rejoicewheneverwe areweak, but you are strong. Andwepray for this: that

youmay become fully qualified.
10Because of this I am writing these things while absent, so that when I arrive I may

not have to deal harshly with you by using my authority – the Lord gave it to me for
building up, not for tearing down!

Final Exhortations and Greetings
11Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice, set things right, be encouraged, agreewith one

another, live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you.
12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.
13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of theHoly

Spirit be with you all.
14 *

* 13:14 [[EMPTY]]
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Galatians

Salutation
1From Paul, an apostle (not frommen, nor by human agency, but by Jesus Christ and

God the Father who raised him from the dead)
2and all the brothers withme, to the churches of Galatia.
3Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,
4whogave himself for our sins to rescue us from this present evil age according to the

will of our God and Father,
5 to whom be glory forever and ever! Amen.

Occasion of the Letter
6 I amastonished that youare soquicklydeserting theonewhocalledyouby the grace

of Christ and are following a different gospel –
7 not that there really is another gospel, but there are some who are disturbing you

andwanting to distort the gospel of Christ.
8But even if we (or an angel fromheaven) should preach a gospel contrary to the one

we preached to you, let him be condemned to hell!
9As we have said before, and now I say again, if any one is preaching to you a gospel

contrary to what you received, let him be condemned to hell!
10Am I now trying to gain the approval of people, or of God? Or am I trying to please

people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a slave of Christ!

Paul’s Vindication of His Apostleship
11Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of

human origin.
12For I did not receive it or learn it from any human source; instead I received it by a

revelation of Jesus Christ.
13 For you have heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I was savagely

persecuting the church of God and trying to destroy it.
14 I was advancing in Judaism beyondmany ofmy contemporaries inmy nation, and

was extremely zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.
15 But when the one who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace was

pleased
16 to reveal his Son in me so that I could preach him among the Gentiles, I did not go

to ask advice from any human being,
17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before me, but right

away I departed to Arabia, and then returned to Damascus.
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and get information

from him, and I stayed with him fifteen days.
19But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.
20 I assure you that, before God, I am not lying about what I amwriting to you!
21Afterward I went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
22But I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.
23They were only hearing, “The one who once persecuted us is now proclaiming the

good news of the faith he once tried to destroy.”
24 So they glorified God because of me.
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2
1Then after fourteen years I went up to Jerusalem again with Barnabas, taking Titus

along too.
2 I went there because of a revelation and presented to them the gospel that I preach

among the Gentiles. But I did so only in a privatemeetingwith the influential people, to
make sure that I was not running – or had not run – in vain.

3Yet not even Titus, whowas withme, was compelled to be circumcised, although he
was a Greek.

4Now thismatter arosebecause of the false brotherswith false pretenseswho slipped
in unnoticed to spy on our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, to make us slaves.

5But we did not surrender to them even for a moment, in order that the truth of the
gospel would remain with you.

6 But from those who were influential (whatever they were makes no difference to
me; God showsno favoritismbetweenpeople ) – those influential leaders addednothing
to mymessage.

7 On the contrary, when they saw that I was entrusted with the gospel to the
uncircumcised just as Peter was to the circumcised

8 (forhewhoempoweredPeter forhis apostleship to the circumcisedalsoempowered
me for my apostleship to the Gentiles)

9 and when James, Cephas, and John, who had a reputation as pillars, recognized
the grace that had been given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of
fellowship, agreeing that we would go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.

10They requested only that we remember the poor, the very thing I also was eager to
do.

Paul Rebukes Peter
11ButwhenCephas came toAntioch, I opposedhim tohis face, because hehad clearly

done wrong.
12 Until certain people came from James, he had been eating with the Gentiles. But

when they arrived, he stopped doing this and separated himself because he was afraid
of those whowere pro-circumcision.

13And the rest of the Jewsalso joinedwithhim in thishypocrisy, so that evenBarnabas
was led astray with them by their hypocrisy.

14 But when I saw that they were not behaving consistently with the truth of the
gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “If you, although you are a Jew, live like
a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you try to force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

Jews and Gentiles are Justified by Faith
15We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners,
16 yet we know that no one is justified by the works of the law but by the faithfulness

of Jesus Christ. Andwe have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that wemay be justified
by the faithfulness of Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of
the law no one will be justified.

17 But if while seeking to be justified in Christ we ourselves have also been found to
be sinners, is Christ then one who encourages sin? Absolutely not!

18 But if I build up again those things I once destroyed, I demonstrate that I am one
who breaks God’s law.

19For through the law I died to the law so that I may live to God.
20 I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in

me. So the life I now live in the body, I live because of the faithfulness of the Son of God,
who lovedme and gave himself for me.
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21 I do not set aside God’s grace, because if righteousness could come through the law,
then Christ died for nothing!

3
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has cast a spell on you? Before your eyes Jesus Christ

was vividly portrayed as crucified!
2 The only thing I want to learn from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing

the works of the law or by believing what you heard?
3Are you so foolish? Although you beganwith the Spirit, are you now trying to finish

by human effort?
4Have you suffered somany things for nothing? – if indeed it was for nothing.
5Does God then give you the Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing the

works of the law or by your believing what you heard?
6 Just as Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,
7 so then, understand that those who believe are the sons of Abraham.
8Andthescripture, foreseeing thatGodwould justify theGentilesby faith, proclaimed

the gospel to Abraham ahead of time, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you*.”
9 So then those who believe are blessed along with Abraham the believer.
10 For all who rely on doing the works of the law are under a curse, because it is

written, “Cursed is everyonewhodoes not keep on doing everythingwritten in the book of
the law.”

11Now it is clear no one is justified before God by the law, because the righteous one
will live by faith.

12But the law is not based on faith, but the onewho does theworks of the law will live
by them.

13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us (because
it is written, “ Cursed is everyonewho hangs on a tree”)

14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abrahamwould come to the Gentiles, so
that we could receive the promise of the Spirit by faith.

Inheritance Comes from Promises and not Law
15Brothers and sisters, I offer an example from everyday life: When a covenant has

been ratified, even though it is only a human contract, no one can set it aside or add
anything to it.

16Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his descendant. Scripture does
not say, “and to the descendants,” referring to many, but “ and to your descendant,”
referring to one, who is Christ.

17What I am saying is this: The law that came four hundred thirty years later does
not cancel a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to invalidate the promise.

18 For if the inheritance is based on the law, it is no longer based on the promise, but
God graciously gave it to Abraham through the promise.

19 Why then was the law given? It was added because of transgressions, until the
arrival of the descendant to whom the promise had been made. It was administered
through angels by an intermediary.

20Now an intermediary is not for one party alone, but God is one.
21 Is the law therefore opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law

hadbeen given thatwas able to give life, then righteousnesswould certainly have come
by the law.

22 But the scripture imprisoned everything and everyone under sin so that the
promise could be given – because of the faithfulness of Jesus Christ – to those who
believe.
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Sons of God Are Heirs of Promise
23 Now before faith came we were held in custody under the law, being kept as

prisoners until the coming faith would be revealed.
24 Thus the law had become our guardian until Christ, so that we could be declared

righteous by faith.
25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.
26For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith.
27For all of you whowere baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
28There is neither Jewnor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neithermale

nor female – for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according

to the promise.

4
1Now Imean that the heir, as long as he is aminor, is no different froma slave, though

he is the owner of everything.
2But he is under guardians andmanagers until the date set by his father.
3Soalsowe,whenwewereminors,wereenslavedunder thebasic forcesof theworld.
4 But when the appropriate time had come, God sent out his Son, born of a woman,

born under the law,
5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we may be adopted as sons with

full rights.
6And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, who calls “

Abba! Father!”
7So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if you are a son, then you are also an heir

through God.
Heirs of Promise Are Not to Return to Law

8 Formerly when you did not know God, you were enslaved to beings that by nature
are not gods at all.

9But now that you have come to know God (or rather to be known by God), how can
you turnback again to theweakandworthless basic forces? Doyouwant to be enslaved
to them all over again?

10You are observing religious days andmonths and seasons and years.
11 I fear for you that mywork for youmay have been in vain.
12 I beg you, brothers and sisters, become like me, because I have become like you.

You have doneme nowrong!
Personal Appeal of Paul

13But you know it was because of a physical illness that I first proclaimed the gospel
to you,

14 and though my physical condition put you to the test, you did not despise or reject
me. Instead, youwelcomedmeas though Iwere anangel ofGod, as though IwereChrist
Jesus himself!

15Where then is your sense of happiness now? For I testify about you that if it were
possible, you would have pulled out your eyes and given them tome!

16 So then, have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?
17They court you eagerly, but for no good purpose; they want to exclude you, so that

you would seek them eagerly.
18However, it is good to be sought eagerly for a goodpurpose at all times, andnot only

when I am present with you.
19My children – I am again undergoing birth pains until Christ is formed in you!



Galatians 4:20 1445 Galatians 5:13

20 Iwish I couldbewith younowandchangemy toneof voice, because I amperplexed
about you.

AnAppeal fromAllegory
21Tell me, you whowant to be under the law, do you not understand the law?
22For it is written that Abrahamhad two sons, one by the slavewoman and the other

by the free woman.
23But one, the son by the slave woman, was born by natural descent, while the other,

the son by the free woman, was born through the promise.
24 These things may be treated as an allegory, for these women represent two

covenants. One is fromMount Sinai bearing children for slavery; this is Hagar.
25 Now Hagar represents Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present

Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.
26But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.
27For it is written:

“ Rejoice, O barrenwomanwho does not bear children;
break forth and shout, youwho have no birth pains,
because the children of the desolate woman aremore numerous
than those of the womanwho has a husband.”

28But you, brothers and sisters, are children of the promise like Isaac.
29 But just as at that time the one born by natural descent persecuted the one born

according to the Spirit, so it is now.
30 But what does the scripture say? “ Throw out the slave woman and her son, for the

son of the slave womanwill not share the inheritance with the son” of the free woman.
31Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman but of the

free woman.

5
1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not be subject again to

the yoke of slavery.
2Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no

benefit to you at all!
3And I testify again to everymanwho lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated

to obey the whole law.
4 You who are trying to be declared righteous by the law have been alienated from

Christ; you have fallen away from grace!
5For through the Spirit, by faith, we wait expectantly for the hope of righteousness.
6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision carries anyweight – the

only thing that matters is faith working through love.
7Youwere running well; who prevented you from obeying the truth?
8This persuasion does not come from the one who calls you!
9A little yeast makes the whole batch of dough rise!
10 I am confident in the Lord that you will accept no other view. But the one who is

confusing you will pay the penalty, whoever hemay be.
11Now, brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being

persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed.
12 I wish those agitators would go so far as to castrate themselves!
Practice Love

13For youwere called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom
as an opportunity to indulge your flesh, but through love serve one another.
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14For thewhole law canbe summedup in a single commandment, namely, “Youmust
love your neighbor as yourself.”

15However, if you continually bite and devour one another, beware that you are not
consumed by one another.

16But I say, live by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh.
17For thefleshhasdesires that areopposed to theSpirit, and theSpirit hasdesires that

are opposed to the flesh, for these are in opposition to each other, so that you cannot do
what you want.

18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, depravity,
20 idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish rivalries,

dissensions, factions,
21envying,murder, drunkenness, carousing, and similar things. I amwarning you, as

I had warned you before: Those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom
of God!

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness,

23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
24 Now those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and

desires.
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also behave in accordance with the Spirit.
26Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, being jealous of one another.

6
1 Brothers and sisters, if a person is discovered in some sin, you who are spiritual

restore such a person in a spirit of gentleness. Pay close attention to yourselves, so that
you are not tempted too.

2Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
3For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
4 Let each one examine his own work. Then he can take pride in himself and not

compare himself with someone else.
5For each one will carry his own load.
6Now the one who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with

the one who teaches it.
7Donot bedeceived. Godwill not bemadea fool. For apersonwill reapwhat he sows,
8 because the person who sows to his own flesh will reap corruption from the flesh,

but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.
9So wemust not growweary in doing good, for in due timewewill reap, if we do not

give up.
10 So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us do good to all people, and

especially to those who belong to the family of faith.
Final Instructions and Benediction

11 See what big letters I make as I write to you withmy own hand!
12Thosewhowant tomake a good showing in externalmatters are trying to force you

to be circumcised. They do so only to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ.
13For those who are circumcised do not obey the law themselves, but they want you

to be circumcised so that they can boast about your flesh.
14 But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which

the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing

that matters is a new creation!
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16And all whowill behave in accordancewith this rule, peace andmercy be on them,
and on the Israel of God.

17Fromnowon let no one causeme trouble, for I bear themarks of Jesus onmy body.
18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.
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Ephesians
Salutation

1FromPaul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by thewill of God, to the saints [in Ephesus], the
faithful in Christ Jesus.

2Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Spiritual Blessings in Christ

3Blessed is theGod andFather of our Lord Jesus Christ, whohas blesseduswith every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in Christ.

4For he chose us in Christ before the foundation of theworld thatwemaybe holy and
unblemished in his sight in love.

5Hedid this bypredestiningus to adoptionashis sons through Jesus Christ, according
to the pleasure of his will –

6 to the praise of the glory of his grace that he has freely bestowed on us in his dearly
loved Son.

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace

8 that he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight.
9 He did this when he revealed to us the secret of his will, according to his good

pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
10 toward the administration of the fullness of the times, to headupall things in Christ

– the things in heaven and the things on earth.
11 In Christ we too have been claimed as God’s own possession, since we were

predestinedaccording to the onepurpose of himwhoaccomplishes all things according
to the counsel of his will

12 so thatwe, whowere the first to set our hope on Christ, would be to the praise of his
glory.

13And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation) – when you
believed in Christ – you weremarked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit,

14who is the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of God’s own
possession, to the praise of his glory.

Prayer forWisdom and Revelation
15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love

for all the saints,
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you when I remember you inmy prayers.
17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you

spiritual wisdom and revelation in your growing knowledge of him,
18 – since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened – so that you may knowwhat

is the hope of his calling, what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
19 and what is the incomparable greatness of his power toward us who believe, as

displayed in the exercise of his immense strength.
20 This power he exercised in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated

him at his right hand in the heavenly realms
21 far above every rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that

is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.
22And God put all things under Christ’s feet, and he gave him to the church as head

over all things.
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23Now the church is his body, the fullness of himwho fills all in all.

2
1And although youwere dead in your transgressions and sins,
2 in which you formerly lived according to this world’s present path, according to the

ruler of the kingdom of the air, the ruler of the spirit that is now energizing the sons of
disobedience,

3 among whom all of us also formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh,
indulging the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath
even as the rest…

4But God, being rich inmercy, because of his great love with which he loved us,
5 even though we were dead in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ –

by grace you are saved! –
6andhe raisedusupwithhimand seateduswithhim in theheavenly realms inChrist

Jesus,
7 to demonstrate in the coming ages the surpassing wealth of his grace in kindness

toward us in Christ Jesus.
8For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not fromyourselves, it is the gift

of God;
9 it is not fromworks, so that no one can boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works

that God prepared beforehand so wemay do them.
NewLife Corporately

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh – who are called
“uncircumcision” by the so-called “circumcision” that is performed on the body by
human hands –

12 that you were at that time without the Messiah, alienated from the citizenship of
Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in
the world.

13But now in Christ Jesus youwho used to be far away have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.

14For he is our peace, the onewhomade both groups into one andwho destroyed the
middle wall of partition, the hostility,

15when he nullified in his flesh the law of commandments in decrees. He did this to
create in himself one newman out of two, thus making peace,

16 and to reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by which the
hostility has been killed.

17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near,

18 so that through himwe both have access in one Spirit to the Father.
19 So then you are no longer foreigners and noncitizens, but you are fellow citizens

with the saints andmembers of God’s household,
20 because you have been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with

Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.
21 In him the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the

Lord,
22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

3
1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles –
2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for

you,
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3 that by revelation the divine secretwasmade known tome, as Iwrote before briefly.
4 When reading this, you will be able to understand my insight into this secret of

Christ.
5Now this secretwas not disclosed to people in former generations as it has nowbeen

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit,
6namely, that through the gospel the Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellowmembers of the

body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus.
7 I became a servant of this gospel according to the gift of God’s grace that was given

to me by the exercise of his power.
8To me – less than the least of all the saints – this grace was given, to proclaim to the

Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ
9 and to enlighten everyone about God’s secret plan – a secret that has been hidden

for ages in Godwho has created all things.
10 The purpose of this enlightenment is that through the church the multifaceted

wisdomofGod shouldnowbedisclosed to the rulers and theauthorities in theheavenly
realms.

11This was according to the eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord,

12 in whom we have boldness and confident access to God because of Christ’s
faithfulness.

13 For this reason I ask you not to lose heart because of what I am suffering for you,
which is your glory.

Prayer for Strengthened Love
14For this reason I kneel before the Father,
15 fromwhom every family in heaven and on the earth is named.
16 I pray that according to thewealth of his glory hemay grant you to be strengthened

with power through his Spirit in the inner person,
17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, so that, because you have been

rooted and grounded in love,
18 you may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length

and height and depth,
19 and thus to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be

filled up to all the fullness of God.
20Now to himwho by the power that is working within us is able to do far beyond all

that we ask or think,
21 to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and

ever. Amen.

4
1 I, therefore, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live worthily of the calling with

which you have been called,
2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
3making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you too were called to the one hope of your

calling,
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
7But to each one of us grace was given according to themeasure of the gift of Christ.
8 Therefore it says, “ When he ascended on high he captured captives; he gave gifts to

men.”
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9 Now what is the meaning of “ he ascended,” except that he also descended to the
lower regions, namely, the earth?

10 He, the very one who descended, is also the one who ascended above all the
heavens, in order to fill all things.

11 It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers,

12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, that is, to build up the body of Christ,
13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God –

amature person, attaining to themeasure of Christ’s full stature.
14 So we are no longer to be children, tossed back and forth by waves and carried

about by every wind of teaching by the trickery of people who craftily carry out their
deceitful schemes.

15But practicing the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Christ, who is the
head.

16Fromhim thewhole body grows, fitted andheld together through every supporting
ligament. As each one does its part, the body grows in love.

Live in Holiness
17 So I say this, and insist in the Lord, that you no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the

futility of their thinking.
18 They are darkened in their understanding, being alienated from the life of God

because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardness of their hearts.
19 Because they are callous, they have given themselves over to indecency for the

practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
20But you did not learn about Christ like this,
21 if indeed you heard about him andwere taught in him, just as the truth is in Jesus.
22You were taught with reference to your former way of life to lay aside the old man

who is being corrupted in accordance with deceitful desires,
23 to be renewed in the spirit of yourmind,
24and to put on the newmanwho has been created in God’s image – in righteousness

and holiness that comes from truth.
25 Therefore, having laid aside falsehood , each one of you speak the truth with his

neighbor, for we aremembers of one another.
26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on the cause of your anger.
27Do not give the devil an opportunity.
28The one who steals must steal no longer; rather he must labor, doing good with his

own hands, so that hemay have something to share with the one who has need.
29 You must let no unwholesome word come out of your mouth, but only what is

beneficial for the building up of the one in need, that it may give grace to those who
hear.

30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

31 You must put away every kind of bitterness, anger, wrath, quarreling, and evil,
slanderous talk.

32 Instead, be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another, just as God
in Christ also forgave you.

5
1Therefore, be imitators of God as dearly loved children
2and live in love, just as Christ also loved us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial and

fragrant offering to God.
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3But among you theremust not be either sexual immorality, impurity of any kind, or
greed, as these are not fitting for the saints.

4Neither should there be vulgar speech, foolish talk, or coarse jesting – all of which
are out of character – but rather thanksgiving.

5 For you can be confident of this one thing: that no person who is immoral, impure,
or greedy (such a person is an idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God.

Live in the Light
6Let nobody deceive you with empty words, for because of these things God’s wrath

comes on the sons of disobedience.
7Therefore do not be partakers with them,
8 for you were at one time darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as

children of the light –
9 for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth –
10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
11Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.
12For the things they do in secret are shameful even tomention.
13But all things being exposed by the light are made evident.
14For everythingmade evident is light, and for this reason it says:

“Awake, O sleeper!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you!”

LiveWisely
15Therefore be very careful how you live – not as unwise but as wise,
16 taking advantage of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
17For this reason do not be foolish, but bewise by understandingwhat the Lord’swill

is.
18And do not get drunk with wine, which is debauchery, but be filled by the Spirit,
19 speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing andmaking

music in your hearts to the Lord,
20always giving thanks to God the Father for each other in the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ,
21and submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Exhortations to Households

22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord,
23because the husband is the head of the wife as also Christ is the head of the church

– he himself being the savior of the body.
24But as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands

in everything.
25Husbands, love yourwives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her
26 to sanctify her by cleansing her with the washing of the water by the word,
27 so that he may present the church to himself as glorious – not having a stain or

wrinkle, or any such blemish, but holy and blameless.
28 In the same way husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who

loves his wife loves himself.
29 For no one has ever hated his own body but he feeds it and takes care of it, just as

Christ also does the church,
30 for we aremembers of his body.
31 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and will be joined to his wife,

and the twowill become one flesh.



Ephesians 5:32 1453 Ephesians 6:23

32This mystery is great – but I am actually speaking with reference to Christ and the
church.

33Nevertheless, each one of youmust also love his ownwife as he loves himself, and
the wife must respect her husband.

6
1Children, obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.
2 “Honor your father andmother,,*”which is the first commandment accompanied by

a promise, namely,
3 “ that it may gowell with you and that youwill live a long time on the earth.”
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but raise them up in the discipline

and instruction of the Lord.
5 Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your

heart as to Christ,
6not like thosewhodo theirworkonlywhensomeone iswatching –aspeople-pleasers

– but as slaves of Christ doing the will of God from the heart.
7Obey with enthusiasm, as though serving the Lord and not people,
8 because you know that each person, whether slave or free, if he does something

good, this will be rewarded by the Lord.
9Masters, treat your slaves the same way, giving up the use of threats, because you

knowthatbothyouand theyhave the samemaster inheaven, and there isno favoritism
with him.

Exhortations for SpiritualWarfare
10Finally, be strengthened in the Lord and in the strength of his power.
11Clotheyourselveswith the full armorofGodso that youmaybeable to standagainst

the schemes of the devil.
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the

powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavens.

13For this reason, take up the full armor of God so that youmay be able to stand your
ground on the evil day, and having done everything, to stand.

14 Stand firm therefore, by fastening the belt of truth around your waist, by putting
on the breastplate of righteousness,

15by fitting your feet with the preparation that comes from the good news of peace,
16 and in all of this, by taking up the shield of faith with which you can extinguish all

the flaming arrows of the evil one.
17And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of

God.
18With every prayer and petition, pray at all times in the Spirit, and to this end be

alert, with all perseverance and requests for all the saints.
19Pray forme also, that Imay be given themessagewhen I begin to speak – that Imay

confidently make known themystery of the gospel,
20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may be able to speak boldly as

I ought to speak.
Farewell Comments

21 Tychicus, my dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will make everything
known to you, so that you toomay know about my circumstances, how I am doing.

22 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that youmay know our circumstances
and that hemay encourage your hearts.

23Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith, from God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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24Grace be with all of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
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Philippians
Salutation

1 From Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who
are in Philippi, with the overseers and deacons.

2Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Prayer for the Church

3 I thankmy God every time I remember you.
4 I always pray with joy inmy every prayer for all of you
5because of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.
6 For I am sure of this very thing, that the one who began a good work in you will

perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
7 For it is right for me to think this about all of you, because I have you in my heart,

since both inmy imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel all of
you became partners in God’s grace together withme.

8For God is mywitness that I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9And I pray this, that your love may abound even more and more in knowledge and

every kind of insight
10 so that you can decide what is best, and thus be sincere and blameless for the day

of Christ,
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory

and praise of God.
Ministry as a Prisoner

12 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that my situation has actually turned out
to advance the gospel:

13Thewhole imperial guard and everyone else knows that I am in prison for the sake
of Christ,

14 and most of the brothers and sisters, having confidence in the Lord because of my
imprisonment, nowmore than ever dare to speak the word fearlessly.

15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from
goodwill.

16The latter do so from love because they know that I am placed here for the defense
of the gospel.

17The formerproclaimChrist fromselfish ambition, not sincerely, because they think
they can cause trouble for me inmy imprisonment.

18What is the result? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ
is being proclaimed, and in this I rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice,
19 for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the

help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.
20 My confident hope is that I will in no way be ashamed but that with complete

boldness, even now as always, Christ will be exalted inmy body, whether I live or die.
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.
22Now if I am to go on living in the body, this will mean productive work forme, yet I

don’t knowwhich I prefer:
23 I feel torn between the two, because I have a desire to depart and be with Christ,

which is better by far,
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24but it is more vital for your sake that I remain in the body.
25And since I am sure of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you

for the sake of your progress and joy in the faith,
26 so that what you can be proud ofmay increase because ofme in Christ Jesus, when

I come back to you.
27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ so that –

whether I come and see you or whether I remain absent – I should hear that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind, by contending side by side for the faith of
the gospel,

28 and by not being intimidated in any way by your opponents. This is a sign of their
destruction, but of your salvation – a sign which is from God.

29For it has been granted to you not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for him,
30 since you are encountering the same conflict that you saw me face and now hear

that I am facing.

2
1 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort provided by love,

any fellowship in the Spirit, any affection or mercy,
2 complete my joy and be of the samemind, by having the same love, being united in

spirit, and having one purpose.
3 Instead of being motivated by selfish ambition or vanity, each of you should, in

humility, be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself.
4 Each of you should be concerned not only about your own interests, but about the

interests of others as well.
5You should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had,
6

who though he existed in the form of God
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
7but emptied himself
by taking on the form of a slave,
by looking like other men,
and by sharing in human nature.
8He humbled himself,
by becoming obedient to the point of death
– even death on a cross!
9As a result God exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow
– in heaven and on earth and under the earth –
11and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord
to the glory of God the Father.

Lights in theWorld
12 So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence

but even more in my absence, continue working out your salvation with awe and
reverence,

13 for the one bringing forth in you both the desire and the effort – for the sake of his
good pleasure – is God.
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14Do everything without grumbling or arguing,
15 so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God without blemish though

you live in a crooked and perverse society, in which you shine as lights in the world
16by holding on to the word of life so that on the day of Christ I will have a reason to

boast that I did not run in vain nor labor in vain.
17But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service

of your faith, I am glad and rejoice together with all of you.
18And in the sameway you also should be glad and rejoice together withme.
Models forMinistry

19 Now I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be
encouraged by hearing news about you.

20For there is no one here like himwhowill readily demonstrate his deep concern for
you.

21Others are busy with their own concerns, not those of Jesus Christ.
22But you know his qualifications, that like a son working with his father, he served

withme in advancing the gospel.
23 So I hope to send him as soon as I knowmore about my situation,
24 though I am confident in the Lord that I too will be coming to see you soon.
25But for now I have considered it necessary to send Epaphroditus to you. For he is

my brother, coworker and fellow soldier, and yourmessenger andminister tome inmy
need.

26 Indeed, he greatly missed all of you and was distressed because you heard that he
had been ill.

27 In fact he became so ill that he nearly died. But God showedmercy to him – and not
to him only, but also to me – so that I would not have grief on top of grief.

28Therefore I am all themore eager to send him, so that when you see him again you
can rejoice and I can be free from anxiety.

29 So welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor people like him,
30 since it was because of the work of Christ that he almost died. He risked his life so

that he couldmake up for your inability to serveme.

3
1Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! Towrite this again is no trouble

to me, and it is a safeguard for you.
2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the

flesh!
3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, exult in

Christ Jesus, and do not rely on human credentials
4 – though mine too are significant. If someone thinks he has good reasons to put

confidence in human credentials, I havemore:
5 I was circumcised on the eighth day, from the people of Israel and the tribe of

Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews. I lived according to the law as a Pharisee.
6 In my zeal for God I persecuted the church. According to the righteousness

stipulated in the law I was blameless.
7But these assets I have come to regard as liabilities because of Christ.
8More than that, I nowregardall thingsas liabilities compared to the fargreatervalue

of knowingChrist JesusmyLord, forwhomIhave suffered the loss of all things – indeed,
I regard them as dung! – that I may gain Christ,

9 and be found in him, not because I have my own righteousness derived from the
law, but because I have the righteousness that comes by way of Christ’s faithfulness – a
righteousness from God that is in fact based on Christ’s faithfulness.
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10My aim is to know him, to experience the power of his resurrection, to share in his
sufferings, and to be like him in his death,

11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Keep Going Forward

12Not that I have already attained this – that is, I have not already been perfected –
but I strive to lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus also laid hold of me.

13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself to have attained this. Instead I am
single-minded: Forgetting the things that are behind and reaching out for the things
that are ahead,

14with this goal in mind, I strive toward the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus.

15Therefore let those of us who are “perfect” embrace this point of view. If you think
otherwise, God will reveal to you the error of your ways.

16Nevertheless, let us live up to the standard that we have already attained.
17Be imitators of me, brothers and sisters, and watch carefully those who are living

this way, just as you have us as an example.
18Formany live, aboutwhom I have often told you, andnow,with tears, I tell you that

they are the enemies of the cross of Christ.
19 Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, they exult in their shame, and they

think about earthly things.
20But our citizenship is in heaven – and we also await a savior from there, the Lord

Jesus Christ,
21who will transform these humble bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious

body bymeans of that power by which he is able to subject all things to himself.

4
1So then,my brothers and sisters, dear friendswhom I long to see,my joy and crown,

stand in the Lord in this way, my dear friends!
2 I appeal to Euodia and to Syntyche to agree in the Lord.
3 Yes, I say also to you, true companion, help them. They have struggled together in

the gospelministry alongwithme and Clement andmy other coworkers, whose names
are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say, rejoice!
5Let everyone see your gentleness. The Lord is near!
6Do not be anxious about anything. Instead, in every situation, through prayer and

petition with thanksgiving, tell your requests to God.
7And the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and

minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of respect,

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if
something is excellent or praiseworthy, think about these things.

9Andwhat you learned and received and heard and saw inme, do these things. And
the God of peace will be with you.

Appreciation for Support
10 I have great joy in the Lord because now at last you have again expressed your

concern for me. (Now I know you were concerned before but had no opportunity to
do anything.)

11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content in any
circumstance.
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12 I have experienced times of need and times of abundance. In any and every
circumstance Ihave learned the secret of contentment,whether I go satisfiedorhungry,
have plenty or nothing.

13 I am able to do all things through the one who strengthens me.
14Nevertheless, you did well to share withme inmy trouble.
15 And as you Philippians know, at the beginning of my gospel ministry, when I left

Macedonia, no church sharedwithme in thismatter of giving and receiving except you
alone.

16 For even in Thessalonica on more than one occasion you sent something for my
need.

17 I do not say this because I am seeking a gift. Rather, I seek the credit that abounds
to your account.

18 For I have received everything, and I have plenty. I have all I need because I
received fromEpaphrodituswhat you sent – a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice,
very pleasing to God.

19And my God will supply your every need according to his glorious riches in Christ
Jesus.

20May glory be given to God our Father forever and ever. Amen.
Final Greetings

21 Give greetings to all the saints in Christ Jesus. The brothers with me here send
greetings.

22All the saints greet you, especially those who belong to Caesar’s household.
23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.



Colossians 1:1 1460 Colossians 1:21

Colossians
Salutation

1From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 to the saints, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ, at Colossae. Grace and peace

to you from God our Father!
Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer for the Church

3Wealways give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whenwe pray for
you,

4 sincewe heard about your faith in Christ Jesus and the love that you have for all the
saints.

5Your faith and love have arisen from the hope laid up for you in heaven, which you
have heard about in themessage of truth, the gospel

6 that has come to you. Just as in the entire world this gospel is bearing fruit and
growing, so it has also been bearing fruit and growing among you from the first day
you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth.

7You learned the gospel from Epaphras, our dear fellow slave – a faithful minister of
Christ on our behalf –

8who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
Paul’s Prayer for the Growth of the Church

9 For this reason we also, from the day we heard about you, have not ceased praying
for you and asking God to fill youwith the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding,

10 so that you may live worthily of the Lord and please him in all respects – bearing
fruit in every good deed, growing in the knowledge of God,

11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might for the display
of all patience and steadfastness, joyfully

12giving thanks to the Fatherwhohas qualified you to share in the saints’ inheritance
in the light.

13He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of
the Son he loves,

14 in whomwe have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
The Supremacy of Christ

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation,
16 for all things in heaven and on earthwere created by him – all things, whether visible

or invisible, whether thrones or dominions, whether principalities or powers –
all things were created through him and for him.

17He himself is before all things and all things are held together in him.
18He is the head of the body, the church, as well as the beginning, the firstborn from

among the dead, so that he himself may become first in all things.
19For Godwas pleased to have all his fullness dwell in the Son
20and through him to reconcile all things to himself bymaking peace through the blood

of his cross – through him, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
Paul’s Goal inMinistry

21 And you were at one time strangers and enemies in your minds as expressed
through your evil deeds,
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22 but now he has reconciled you by his physical body through death to present you
holy, without blemish, and blameless before him –

23 if indeed you remain in the faith, established and firm, without shifting from the
hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has also been preached in all creation
under heaven, and I, Paul, have become its servant.

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and I fill up in my physical body – for the
sake of his body, the church –what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ.

25 I became a servant of the church according to the stewardship from God – given to
me for you – in order to complete the word of God,

26 that is, the mystery that has been kept hidden from ages and generations, but has
now been revealed to his saints.

27God wanted to make known to them the glorious riches of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

28Weproclaim him by instructing and teaching all people with all wisdom so that we
may present every personmature in Christ.

29 Toward this goal I also labor, struggling according to his power that powerfully
works inme.

2
1For Iwant you toknowhowgreat a struggle I have for you, and for those inLaodicea,

and for those who have not met me face to face.
2My goal is that their hearts, having been knit together in love, may be encouraged,

and that they may have all the riches that assurance brings in their understanding of
the knowledge of themystery of God, namely, Christ,

3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
4 I say this so that no onewill deceive you through arguments that sound reasonable.
5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit, rejoicing

to see yourmorale and the firmness of your faith in Christ.

Warnings Against the Adoption of False Philosophies
6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in

him,
7 rooted and built up in him and firm in your faith just as you were taught, and

overflowing with thankfulness.
8 Be careful not to allow anyone to captivate you through an empty, deceitful

philosophy that is according to human traditions and the elemental spirits of theworld,
and not according to Christ.

9For in him all the fullness of deity lives in bodily form,
10and you have been filled in him, who is the head over every ruler and authority.
11 Inhimyoualsowere circumcised –not, however,witha circumcisionperformedby

human hands, but by the removal of the fleshly body, that is, through the circumcision
done by Christ.

12 Having been buried with him in baptism, you also have been raised with him
through your faith in the power of God who raised him from the dead.

13And even though you were dead in your transgressions and in the uncircumcision
of your flesh, he nevertheless made you alive with him, having forgiven all your
transgressions.

14He has destroyed what was against us, a certificate of indebtedness expressed in
decrees opposed to us. He has taken it away by nailing it to the cross.

15 Disarming the rulers and authorities, he has made a public disgrace of them,
triumphing over them by the cross.
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16Thereforedonot let anyone judge youwith respect to foodordrink, or in thematter
of a feast, newmoon, or Sabbath days –

17 these are only the shadow of the things to come, but the reality is Christ!
18 Let no one who delights in humility and the worship of angels pass judgment on

you. That person goes on at great lengths about what he has supposedly seen, but he is
puffed upwith empty notions by his fleshly mind.

19He has not held fast to the head from whom the whole body, supported and knit
together through its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.

20 If youhavediedwithChrist to the elemental spirits of theworld,whydoyou submit
to them as though you lived in the world?

21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”
22These are all destined to perishwith use, founded as they are onhuman commands

and teachings.
23Even though they have the appearance of wisdomwith their self-imposedworship

and false humility achieved by an unsparing treatment of the body – a wisdomwith no
true value – they in reality result in fleshly indulgence.

3
1Therefore, if youhave been raisedwith Christ, keep seeking the things above,where

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
2Keep thinking about things above, not things on the earth,
3 for you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4When Christ (who is your life) appears, then you too will be revealed in glory with

him.
5 So put to death whatever in your nature belongs to the earth: sexual immorality,

impurity, shameful passion, evil desire, and greed which is idolatry.
6Because of these things the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disobedience.
7You also lived your lives in this way at one time, when you used to live among them.
8Butnow, putoffall such thingsasanger, rage,malice, slander, abusive language from

yourmouth.
9Do not lie to one another since you have put off the oldmanwith its practices
10 and have been clothed with the new man that is being renewed in knowledge

according to the image of the one who created it.
11 Here there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian,

Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all and in all.
Exhortation to Unity and Love

12Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselveswith a heart
of mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,

13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if someone happens to have
a complaint against anyone else. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also forgive
others.

14And to all these virtues add love, which is the perfect bond.
15Let the peace of Christ be in control in your heart (for youwere in fact called as one

body to this peace), and be thankful.
16Let theword of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and exhorting one anotherwith

all wisdom, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, all with grace in your hearts to
God.

17Andwhatever you do inword or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

Exhortation to Households
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18Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.
20Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord.
21Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened.
22Slaves, obeyyourearthlymasters ineveryrespect, notonlywhen theyarewatching

– like thosewho are strictly people-pleasers – butwith a sincere heart, fearing the Lord.
23 Whatever you are doing, work at it with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not for

people,
24 because you know that you will receive your inheritance from the Lord as the

reward. Serve the Lord Christ.
25 For the one who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there are no

exceptions.

4
1Masters, treat your slaves with justice and fairness, because you know that you also

have amaster in heaven.
Exhortation to Pray for the Success of Paul’sMission

2Be devoted to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.
3At the same time pray for us too, that God may open a door for the message so that

wemay proclaim themystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.
4Pray that I maymake it known as I should.
5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the oppor-

tunities.
6Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how

you should answer everyone.
Personal Greetings and Instructions

7Tychicus, a dear brother, faithful minister, and fellow slave in the Lord, will tell you
all the news about me.

8 I sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are doing and
that hemay encourage your hearts.

9 I sent himwithOnesimus, the faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. Theywill
tell you about everything here.

10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of
Barnabas (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him).

11 And Jesus who is called Justus also sends greetings. In terms of Jewish converts,
these are the only fellowworkers for the kingdomofGod, and they have been a comfort
to me.

12Epaphras,who is oneof youanda slaveofChrist, greets you. He is always struggling
in prayer on your behalf, so that youmay standmature and fully assured in all the will
of God.

13 For I can testify that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and
Hierapolis.

14Our dear friend Luke the physician and Demas greet you.
15Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters who are in Laodicea and to Nympha

and the church that meets in her house.
16And after you have read this letter, have it read to the church of Laodicea. In turn,

read the letter from Laodicea as well.
17 And tell Archippus, “See to it that you complete the ministry you received in the

Lord.”
18 I, Paul, write this greeting by my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with

you.
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1 Thessalonians
Salutation

1From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace and peace to you!

Thanksgiving for Response to the Gospel
2We thank God always for all of you as wemention you constantly in our prayers,
3becausewe recall in thepresence of ourGodandFather yourworkof faith and labor

of love and endurance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
4We know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you,
5 in that our gospel did not come to youmerely inwords, but in power and in theHoly

Spirit and with deep conviction (surely you recall the character we displayed whenwe
came among you to help you).

6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, when you received the message
with joy that comes from the Holy Spirit, despite great affliction.

7As a result you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
8 For from you the message of the Lord has echoed forth not just in Macedonia and

Achaia, but in every place reports of your faith in God have spread, so that we do not
need to say anything.

9 For people everywhere report how you welcomed us and how you turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true God

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus our
deliverer from the coming wrath.

2
1For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, about our coming to you – it has not

proven to be purposeless.
2 But although we suffered earlier and were mistreated in Philippi, as you know,

we had the courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of much
opposition.

3For the appeal wemake does not come from error or impurity or with deceit,
4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we

declare it, not to please people but God, who examines our hearts.
5 For we never appeared with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for

greed – God is our witness –
6nor to seek glory from people, either from you or from others,
7althoughwecouldhave imposedourweight asapostles ofChrist; insteadwebecame

little children among you. Like a nursingmother caring for her own children,
8with such affection for you we were happy to share with you not only the gospel of

God but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.
9For you recall, brothers and sisters, our toil anddrudgery: Byworkingnight andday

so as not to impose a burden on any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.
10 You are witnesses, and so is God, as to how holy and righteous and blameless our

conduct was toward you who believe.
11As you know, we treated each one of you as a father treats his own children,
12 exhorting and encouraging you and insisting that you live in a way worthy of God

who calls you to his own kingdom and his glory.
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13And sowe too constantly thankGod thatwhenyou receivedGod’smessage that you
heard fromus, you accepted it not as a humanmessage, but as it truly is, God’smessage,
which is at work among youwho believe.

14 For you became imitators, brothers and sisters, of God’s churches in Christ Jesus
that are in Judea, because you too suffered the same things fromyour own countrymen
as they in fact did from the Jews,

15who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted us severely. They
are displeasing to God and are opposed to all people,

16 because they hinder us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved.
Thus they constantly fill up their measure of sins, but wrath has come upon them
completely.

Forced Absence from Thessalonica
17 But when we were separated from you, brothers and sisters, for a short time (in

presence, not in affection)we became all themore fervent in our great desire to see you
in person.

18 For we wanted to come to you (I, Paul, in fact tried again and again) but Satan
thwarted us.

19Forwho is our hope or joy or crown to boast of before our Lord Jesus at his coming?
Is it not of course you?

20For you are our glory and joy!

3
1 So whenwe could bear it no longer, we decided to stay on in Athens alone.
2We sent Timothy, our brother and fellow worker for God in the gospel of Christ, to

strengthen you and encourage you about your faith,
3 so that no one would be shaken by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that

we are destined for this.
4 For in fact when we were with you, we were telling you in advance that we would

suffer affliction, and so it has happened, as you well know.
5Sowhen I could bear it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the

tempter somehow tempted you and our toil had proven useless.
6But now Timothy has come to us from you and given us the good news of your faith

and love and that you always think of uswith affection and long to see us just aswe also
long to see you!

7 So in all our distress and affliction, we were reassured about you, brothers and
sisters, through your faith.

8For nowwe are alive again, if you stand firm in the Lord.
9 For how can we thank God enough for you, for all the joy we feel because of you

before our God?
10We pray earnestly night and day to see you in person and make up what may be

lacking in your faith.
11Nowmay God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.
12And may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another and

for all, just as we do for you,
13so that yourhearts are strengthened inholiness to beblameless before ourGodand

Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
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4
1Finally then, brothers and sisters, we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as

you received instruction from us about how you must live and please God (as you are
in fact living) that you do somore andmore.

2For you knowwhat commands we gave you through the Lord Jesus.
3 For this is God’s will: that you become holy, that you keep away from sexual

immorality,
4 that each of you know how to possess his own body in holiness and honor,
5not in lustful passion like the Gentiles who do not know God.
6 In this matter no one should violate the rights of his brother or take advantage of

him, because the Lord is the avenger in all these cases, as we also told you earlier and
warned you solemnly.

7For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness.
8Consequently theonewhorejects this is not rejectinghumanauthoritybutGod,who

gives his Holy Spirit to you.
9Nowon the topic of brotherly love youhavenoneed for anyone towrite you, for you

yourselves are taught by God to love one another.
10 And indeed you are practicing it toward all the brothers and sisters in all of

Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do somore andmore,
11 to aspire to lead a quiet life, to attend to your own business, and to work with your

hands, as we commanded you.
12 In this way you will live a decent life before outsiders and not be in need.

The Lord Returns for Believers
13Nowwe do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who

are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also we believe that God will

bring with him those who have fallen asleep as Christians.
15Forwe tell you this by theword of the Lord, thatwewho are alive, who are left until

the coming of the Lord, will surely not go ahead of those who have fallen asleep.
16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a shout of command, with

the voice of the archangel, andwith the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first.

17Thenwewho are alive, who are left, will be suddenly caught up togetherwith them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so wewill always be with the Lord.

18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

5
1Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for

anything to be written to you.
2For you knowquitewell that the day of the Lordwill come in the sameway as a thief

in the night.
3Now when they are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction

comes on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and theywill surely not escape.
4But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the darkness for the day to overtake you like

a thief would.
5For you all are sons of the light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of the

darkness.
6 So then wemust not sleep as the rest, but must stay alert and sober.
7For those who sleep, sleep at night and those who get drunk are drunk at night.
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8But since we are of the day, wemust stay sober by putting on the breastplate of faith
and love and as a helmet our hope for salvation.

9ForGoddidnot destineus forwrathbut for gaining salvation throughourLord Jesus
Christ.

10He died for us so that whether we are alert or asleep we will come to life together
with him.

11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, just as you are in fact
doing.

Final Instructions
12Nowwe ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who labor among you

and preside over you in the Lord and admonish you,
13 and to esteem themmost highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among

yourselves.
14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, admonish the undisciplined, comfort the

discouraged, help the weak, be patient toward all.
15 See that no one pays back evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good

for one another and for all.
16Always rejoice,
17 constantly pray,
18 in everything give thanks. For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
19Do not extinguish the Spirit.
20Do not treat prophecies with contempt.
21But examine all things; hold fast to what is good.
22 Stay away from every form of evil.
Conclusion

23Nowmay the God of peace himself make you completely holy and may your spirit
and soul and body be kept entirely blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24Hewho calls you is trustworthy, and he will in fact do this.
25Brothers and sisters, pray for us too.
26Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss.
27 I call on you solemnly in the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers and

sisters.
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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2 Thessalonians
Salutation

1From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving
3We ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because

your faith flourishesmore andmore and the love of each one of you all for one another
is ever greater.

4As a result we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your persever-
ance and faith in all the persecutions and afflictions you are enduring.

Encouragement in Persecution
5This is evidence of God’s righteous judgment, tomake youworthy of the kingdomof

God, for which in fact you are suffering.
6For it is right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
7and to youwho are being afflicted to give rest together with us when the Lord Jesus

is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels.
8 With flaming fire he will mete out punishment on those who do not knowGod and do

not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
9They will undergo the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the

Lord and from the glory of his strength,
10when he comes to be glorified among his saints and admired on that day among all

who have believed – and you did in fact believe our testimony.
11And in this regardwepray for you always, that ourGodwillmake youworthy of his

calling and fulfill by his power your every desire for goodness and every work of faith,
12 that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according

to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1Nowregarding the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ andourbeing gathered to bewith

him, we ask you, brothers and sisters,
2 not to be easily shaken from your composure or disturbed by any kind of spirit or

message or letter allegedly fromus, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here.
3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not arrive until the rebellion

comes and theman of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction.
4He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, and as

a result he takes his seat in God’s temple, displaying himself as God.
5 Surely you recall that I used to tell you these things while I was still with you.
6And so you knowwhat holds him back, so that he will be revealed in his own time.
7For the hiddenpower of lawlessness is already atwork. However, the onewhoholds

him back will do so until he is taken out of the way,
8and then the lawless onewill be revealed, whom the Lordwill destroy by the breath

of his mouth andwipe out by themanifestation of his arrival.
9 The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of miracles

and signs and false wonders,
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10 and with every kind of evil deception directed against those who are perishing,
because they found no place in their hearts for the truth so as to be saved.

11ConsequentlyGodsendson themadeluding influence so that theywill believewhat
is false.

12And so all of them who have not believed the truth but have delighted in evil will
be condemned.

Call to Stand Firm
13But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord,

because God chose you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the
Spirit and faith in the truth.

14He called you to this salvation throughour gospel, so that youmaypossess the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 Therefore, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold on to the traditions that we
taught you, whether by speech or by letter.

16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by
grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope,

17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good thing you do or say.

3
1Finally, pray for us, brothers and sisters, that the Lord’smessagemay spreadquickly

and be honored as in fact it was among you,
2and that wemay be delivered from perverse and evil people. For not all have faith.
3But theLord is faithful, andhewill strengthenyouandprotect you from the evil one.
4And we are confident about you in the Lord that you are both doing – and will do –

what we are commanding.
5Nowmay the Lord direct your hearts toward the love of God and the endurance of

Christ.
Response to the Undisciplined

6But we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
keep away from any brother who lives an undisciplined life and not according to the
tradition they received from us.

7 For you know yourselves how you must imitate us, because we did not behave
without discipline among you,

8 and we did not eat anyone’s food without paying. Instead, in toil and drudgery we
worked night and day in order not to burden any of you.

9 It was not becausewe do not have that right, but to give ourselves as an example for
you to imitate.

10For evenwhenwewere with you, we used to give you this command: “If anyone is
not willing to work, neither should he eat.”

11 For we hear that some among you are living an undisciplined life, not doing their
ownwork but meddling in the work of others.

12Now such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly
and so provide their own food to eat.

13But you, brothers and sisters, do not growweary in doing what is right.
14 But if anyone does not obey our message through this letter, take note of him and

do not associate closely with him, so that hemay be ashamed.
15Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
Conclusion

16Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.
The Lord be with you all.
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17 I, Paul, write this greeting withmy own hand, which is how I write in every letter.
18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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1 Timothy
Salutation

1FromPaul, anapostle of Christ Jesusby the commandofGodour Savior andof Christ
Jesus our hope,

2 to Timothy, my genuine child in the faith. Grace, mercy, and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord!

Timothy’s Task in Ephesus
3 As I urged you when I was leaving for Macedonia, stay on in Ephesus to instruct

certain people not to spread false teachings,
4 nor to occupy themselves with myths and interminable genealogies. Such things

promote useless speculations rather than God’s redemptive plan that operates by faith.
5 But the aim of our instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good

conscience, and a sincere faith.
6 Some have strayed from these and turned away to empty discussion.
7Theywant to be teachers of the law, but theydonot understandwhat they are saying

or the things they insist on so confidently.
8But we know that the law is good if someone uses it legitimately,
9 realizing that law is not intended for a righteous person, but for lawless and

rebellious people, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those
who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers,

10 sexually immoral people, practicing homosexuals, kidnappers, liars, perjurers – in
fact, for any who live contrary to sound teaching.

11This accords with the glorious gospel of the blessed God that was entrusted to me.
12 I am grateful to the one who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because

he consideredme faithful in putting me into ministry,
13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor, and an arrogant man.

But I was treated withmercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief,
14and our Lord’s grace was abundant, bringing faith and love in Christ Jesus.
15This saying is trustworthy anddeserves full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the

world to save sinners” – and I am the worst of them!
16 But here is why I was treated with mercy: so that in me as the worst, Christ Jesus

coulddemonstratehisutmostpatience, asanexample for thosewhoaregoing tobelieve
in him for eternal life.

17 Now to the eternal king, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever! Amen.

18 I put this charge before you, Timothymy child, in keepingwith the prophecies once
spoken about you, in order that with such encouragement youmay fight the good fight.

19 To do this you must hold firmly to faith and a good conscience, which some have
rejected and so have suffered shipwreck in regard to the faith.

20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I handed over to Satan to be
taught not to blaspheme.

2
1 First of all, then, I urge that requests, prayers, intercessions, and thanks be offered

on behalf of all people,
2 even for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet

life in all godliness and dignity.
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3 Such prayer for all is good andwelcomed before God our Savior,
4 since he wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
5For there is oneGod and one intermediary betweenGod and humanity, Christ Jesus,

himself human,
6who gave himself as a ransom for all, revealing God’s purpose at his appointed time.
7For this Iwas appointed apreacher andapostle – I am telling the truth; I amnot lying

– and a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
8 So I want the men to pray in every place, lifting up holy hands without anger or

dispute.

Conduct ofWomen
9Likewise thewomen are to dress in suitable apparel, withmodesty and self-control.

Their adornment must not be with braided hair and gold or pearls or expensive
clothing,

10but with good deeds, as is proper for womenwho profess reverence for God.
11Awomanmust learn quietly with all submissiveness.
12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man. She must

remain quiet.
13For Adamwas formed first and then Eve.
14And Adam was not deceived, but the woman, because she was fully deceived, fell

into transgression.
15 But she will be delivered through childbearing, if she continues in faith and love

and holiness with self-control.

3
1This saying is trustworthy: “If someone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a

good work.”
2Theoverseer thenmust beabove reproach, thehusbandof onewife, temperate, self-

controlled, respectable, hospitable, an able teacher,
3not a drunkard, not violent, but gentle, not contentious, free from the love ofmoney.
4He must manage his own household well and keep his children in control without

losing his dignity.
5But if someone does not know how to manage his own household, howwill he care

for the church of God?
6 He must not be a recent convert or he may become arrogant and fall into the

punishment that the devil will exact.
7Andhemust bewell thought of by those outside the faith, so that hemaynot fall into

disgrace and be caught by the devil’s trap.
8Deacons likewise must be dignified, not two-faced, not given to excessive drinking,

not greedy for gain,
9holding to themystery of the faith with a clear conscience.
10And these also must be tested first and then let them serve as deacons if they are

found blameless.
11Likewise also their wives must be dignified, not slanderous, temperate, faithful in

every respect.
12Deacons must be husbands of one wife and good managers of their children and

their own households.
13For thosewhohave servedwell as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and

great boldness in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Conduct in God’s Church
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I amwriting these instructions to you
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15 in case I amdelayed, to let youknowhowpeople ought to conduct themselves in the
household of God, because it is the church of the living God, the support and bulwark of
the truth.

16Andwe all agree, our religion contains amazing revelation:
He was revealed in the flesh,
vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,
proclaimed among Gentiles,
believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.

4
1Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later times some will desert the faith and

occupy themselves with deceiving spirits and demonic teachings,
2 influenced by the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared.
3They will prohibit marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to

be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.
4 For every creation of God is good and no food is to be rejected if it is received with

thanksgiving.
5For it is sanctified by God’s word and by prayer.
6 By pointing out such things to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good servant

of Christ Jesus, having nourished yourself on the words of the faith and of the good
teaching that you have followed.

7 But reject those myths fit only for the godless and gullible, and train yourself for
godliness.

8For “physical exercisehas somevalue, butgodliness isvaluable ineveryway. Itholds
promise for the present life and for the life to come.”

9This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance.
10 In fact this is whywework hard and struggle, because we have set our hope on the

living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of believers.
11Command and teach these things.
12 Let no one look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the

believers in your speech, conduct, love, faithfulness, and purity.
13 Until I come, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhortation, to

teaching.
14Do not neglect the spiritual gift you have, given to you and confirmed by prophetic

words when the elders laid hands on you.
15 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that everyone will see your

progress.
16Be conscientious about howyou live andwhat you teach. Persevere in this, because

by doing so you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.

5
1Donot address an oldermanharshly but appeal to himas a father. Speak to younger

men as brothers,
2older women asmothers, and younger women as sisters –with complete purity.
3Honor widows who are truly in need.
4But if a widow has children or grandchildren, they should first learn to fulfill their

duty toward their own household and so repay their parents what is owed them. For
this is what pleases God.
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5But thewidowwho is truly in need, and completely on her own, has set her hope on
God and continues in her pleas and prayers night and day.

6But the one who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.
7Reinforce these commands, so that they will be beyond reproach.
8But if someonedoesnotprovide forhis own, especiallyhis own family, hehasdenied

the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
9Nowidow should be put on the list unless she is at least sixty years old, was thewife

of one husband,
10 and has a reputation for good works: as one who has raised children, practiced

hospitality, washed the feet of the saints, helped those in distress – as one who has
exhibited all kinds of good works.

11But donot accept youngerwidowson the list, because their passionsmay lead them
away from Christ and they will desire to marry,

12and so incur judgment for breaking their former pledge.
13And besides that, going around from house to house they learn to be lazy, and they

are not only lazy, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things they should not.
14 So I want younger women to marry, raise children, and manage a household, in

order to give the adversary no opportunity to vilify us.
15For some have already wandered away to follow Satan.
16 If a believing woman has widows in her family, let her help them. The church

should not be burdened, so that it may help the widows who are truly in need.
17Elders who provide effective leadership must be counted worthy of double honor,

especially those whowork hard in speaking and teaching.
18 For the scripture says, “ Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and,

“The worker deserves his pay.”
19Do not accept an accusation against an elder unless it can be confirmed by two or

three witnesses.
20Those guilty of sin must be rebuked before all, as a warning to the rest.
21Before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, I solemnly charge you to carry out

these commands without prejudice or favoritism of any kind.
22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily and so identify with the sins of others. Keep

yourself pure.
23 (Stop drinking just water, but use a little wine for your digestion and your frequent

illnesses.)
24 The sins of some people are obvious, going before them into judgment, but for

others, they show up later.
25 Similarly good works are also obvious, and the ones that are not cannot remain

hidden.

6
1Thosewho are under the yoke as slavesmust regard their ownmasters as deserving

of full respect. This will prevent the name of God and Christian teaching from being
discredited.

2But thosewhohave believingmastersmust not show them less respect because they
are brothers. Instead they are to serve all the more, because those who benefit from
their service are believers and dearly loved.

Summary of Timothy’s Duties
Teach them and exhort them about these things.
3 If someone spreads false teachings and does not agree with sound words (that is,

those of our Lord Jesus Christ) and with the teaching that accords with godliness,
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4he is conceitedandunderstandsnothing, buthasanunhealthy interest in controver-
sies and verbal disputes. This gives rise to envy, dissension, slanders, evil suspicions,

5andconstantbickeringbypeople corrupted in theirmindsanddeprivedof the truth,
who suppose that godliness is a way of making a profit.

6Now godliness combined with contentment brings great profit.
7Forwehave brought nothing into thisworld and sowe cannot take a single thing out

either.
8But if we have food and shelter, we will be satisfied with that.
9 Those who long to be rich, however, stumble into temptation and a trap and many

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.
10 For the love of money is the root of all evils. Some people in reaching for it have

strayed from the faith and stabbed themselves withmany pains.
11 But you, as a person dedicated to God, keep away from all that. Instead pursue

righteousness, godliness, faithfulness, love, endurance, and gentleness.
12Compete well for the faith and lay hold of that eternal life you were called for and

made your good confession for in the presence of many witnesses.
13 I charge you before God who gives life to all things and Christ Jesus who made his

good confession before Pontius Pilate,
14 to obey this commandwithout fault or failure until the appearing of our Lord Jesus

Christ
15 – whose appearing the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of

lords, will reveal at the right time.
16 He alone possesses immortality and lives in unapproachable light, whom no

human has ever seen or is able to see. To him be honor and eternal power! Amen.
17Command those who are rich in this world’s goods not to be haughty or to set their

hope on riches, which are uncertain, but on God who richly provides us with all things
for our enjoyment.

18 Tell them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, to be generous givers, sharing with
others.

19 In this way they will save up a treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the
future and so lay hold of what is truly life.

Conclusion
20O Timothy, protect what has been entrusted to you. Avoid the profane chatter and

absurdities of so-called “knowledge.”
21By professing it, some have strayed from the faith. Grace be with you all.
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2 Timothy
Salutation

1FromPaul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by thewill of God, to further the promise of life
in Christ Jesus,

2 to Timothy, my dear child. Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ
Jesus our Lord!

Thanksgiving and Charge to Timothy
3 I am thankful to God, whom I have served with a clear conscience as my ancestors

did, when I remember you inmy prayers as I do constantly night and day.
4As I remember your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.
5 I recall your sincere faith that was alive first in your grandmother Lois and in your

mother Eunice, and I am sure is in you.
6Becauseof this I remindyou to rekindleGod’s gift that youpossess through the laying

on of my hands.
7For God did not give us a Spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control.
8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me, a prisoner for his

sake, but by God’s power accept your share of suffering for the gospel.
9He is the onewho saved us and called uswith a holy calling, not based on ourworks

but on his own purpose and grace, granted to us in Christ Jesus before time began,
10 but now made visible through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus. He has

broken the power of death andbrought life and immortality to light through the gospel!
11For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher.
12Because of this, in fact, I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, because I know the

one inwhommy faith is set and I am convinced that he is able to protect what has been
entrusted to me until that day.

13Hold to the standard of sound words that you heard from me and do so with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

14 Protect that good thing entrusted to you, through the Holy Spirit who lives within
us.

15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia deserted me, including Phygelus
and Hermogenes.

16May the Lord grantmercy to the family of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed
me andwas not ashamed of my imprisonment.

17But when he arrived in Rome, he eagerly searched for me and foundme.
18May the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day! And you know

very well all the ways he servedme in Ephesus.

2
1 So you, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2And entrust what you heard me say in the presence of many others as witnesses to

faithful people whowill be competent to teach others as well.
3Take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
4No one in military service gets entangled in matters of everyday life; otherwise he

will not please the one who recruited him.
5Also, if anyone competes as an athlete, he will not be crowned as the winner unless

he competes according to the rules.
6The farmer whoworks hard ought to have the first share of the crops.
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7Think about what I am saying and the Lord will give you understanding of all this.
8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David; such is my

gospel,
9 for which I suffer hardship to the point of imprisonment as a criminal, but God’s

message is not imprisoned!
10 So I endure all things for the sake of those chosen by God, that they toomay obtain

salvation in Christ Jesus and its eternal glory.
11This saying is trustworthy:

If we died with him, we will also live with him.
12 If we endure, we will also reign with him.
If we deny him, he will also deny us.
13 If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, since he cannot deny himself.

Dealingwith False Teachers
14 Remind people of these things and solemnly charge them before the Lord not to

wrangle over words. This is of no benefit; it just brings ruin on those who listen.
15Make every effort to present yourself before God as a provenworker who does not

need to be ashamed, teaching themessage of truth accurately.
16 But avoid profane chatter, because those occupied with it will stray further and

further into ungodliness,
17and theirmessagewill spread its infection like gangrene. Hymenaeus and Philetus

are in this group.
18 They have strayed from the truth by saying that the resurrection has already

occurred, and they are undermining some people’s faith.
19However, God’s solid foundation remains standing, bearing this seal: “ The Lord

knows thosewhoare his,”
and “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lordmust turn away from evil.”
20 Now in a wealthy home there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also ones

made of wood and of clay, and some are for honorable use, but others for ignoble use.
21 So if someone cleanses himself of such behavior, he will be a vessel for honorable

use, set apart, useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.
22 But keep away from youthful passions, and pursue righteousness, faithfulness,

love, and peace, in company with others who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
23 But reject foolish and ignorant controversies, because you know they breed

infighting.
24And the Lord’s slavemust not engage in heated disputes but be kind toward all, an

apt teacher, patient,
25 correcting opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance

and then knowledge of the truth
26 and they will come to their senses and escape the devil’s trap where they are held

captive to do his will.

3
1But understand this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
2 For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant,

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
3 unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, opposed to what

is good,
4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, loving pleasure rather than loving God.
5They will maintain the outward appearance of religion but will have repudiated its

power. So avoid people like these.
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6For some of these insinuate themselves into households and captivateweakwomen
who are overwhelmedwith sins and led along by various passions.

7Suchwomen are always seeking instruction, yet never able to arrive at a knowledge
of the truth.

8And just as Jannes and Jambres opposedMoses, so these people –who havewarped
minds and are disqualified in the faith – also oppose the truth.

9But they will not go much further, for their foolishness will be obvious to everyone,
just like it was with Jannes and Jambres.

Continue inWhat YouHave Learned
10You, however, have followedmy teaching,myway of life, my purpose,my faith, my

patience, my love, my endurance,
11 as well as the persecutions and sufferings that happened to me in Antioch, I

endured these persecutions and the Lord deliveredme from them all.
12Now in fact all who want to live godly lives in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
13 But evil people and charlatans will go from bad to worse, deceiving others and

being deceived themselves.
14 You, however, must continue in the things you have learned and are confident

about. You knowwho taught you
15 and how from infancy you have known the holy writings, which are able to give

you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
16 Every scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for reproof, for

correction, and for training in righteousness,
17 that thepersondedicated toGodmaybecapableandequipped foreverygoodwork.

4
1 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living

and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:
2 Preach the message, be ready whether it is convenient or not, reprove, rebuke,

exhort with complete patience and instruction.
3 For there will be a time when people will not tolerate sound teaching. Instead,

following their owndesires, theywill accumulate teachers for themselves, because they
have an insatiable curiosity to hear new things.

4And theywill turn away fromhearing the truth, but on the other hand theywill turn
aside to myths.

5 You, however, be self-controlled in all things, endure hardship, do an evangelist’s
work, fulfill yourministry.

6For I am already being poured out as an offering, and the time forme to depart is at
hand.

7 I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith!
8Finally the crownof righteousness is reserved forme. TheLord, the righteous Judge,

will award it to me in that day – and not to me only, but also to all who have set their
affection on his appearing.

Travel Plans and Concluding Greetings
9Make every effort to come tome soon.
10ForDemasdesertedme, sincehe loved thepresentage, andhewent toThessalonica.

Crescens went to Galatia and Titus to Dalmatia.
11Only Luke is withme. Get Mark and bring himwith you, because he is a great help

to me inministry.
12Now I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
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13When you come, bringwith you the cloak I left in Troaswith Carpas and the scrolls,
especially the parchments.

14Alexander the coppersmith didme a great deal of harm. The Lordwill repay him in
keepingwith his deeds.

15You be on guard against him too, because he vehemently opposed our words.
16At my first defense no one appeared in my support; instead they all deserted me –

may they not be held accountable for it.
17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message

would be fully proclaimed for all the Gentiles to hear. And so I was delivered from the
lion’s mouth!

18 The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed and will bring me safely into his
heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever! Amen.

19Greetings to Prisca and Aquila and the family of Onesiphorus.
20Erastus stayed in Corinth. Trophimus I left ill in Miletus.
21Make every effort to come before winter. Greetings to you from Eubulus, Pudens,

Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers and sisters.
22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.



Titus 1:1 1480 Titus 2:7

Titus
Salutation

1 From Paul, a slave of God and apostle of Jesus Christ, to further the faith of God’s
chosen ones and the knowledge of the truth that is in keeping with godliness,

2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the ages began.
3But now in his own time he has made his message evident through the preaching I

was entrusted with according to the command of God our Savior.
4 To Titus, my genuine son in a common faith. Grace and peace from God the Father

and Christ Jesus our Savior!
Titus’ Task on Crete

5Thereason I left you inCretewas to set inorder theremainingmattersand toappoint
elders in every town, as I directed you.

6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of one wife, with faithful children who
cannot be charged with dissipation or rebellion.

7For the overseermust be blameless as one entrustedwith God’s work, not arrogant,
not prone to anger, not a drunkard, not violent, not greedy for gain.

8 Instead he must be hospitable, devoted to what is good, sensible, upright, devout,
and self-controlled.

9He must hold firmly to the faithful message as it has been taught, so that he will be
able to give exhortation in such healthy teaching and correct those who speak against
it.

10 For there are many rebellious people, idle talkers, and deceivers, especially those
with Jewish connections,

11whomust be silenced because theymisleadwhole families by teaching for dishon-
est gain what ought not to be taught.

12A certain one of them, in fact, one of their own prophets, said, “Cretans are always
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”

13 Such testimony is true. For this reason rebuke them sharply that they may be
healthy in the faith

14andnotpayattention to Jewishmythsandcommandsofpeoplewhoreject the truth.
15 All is pure to those who are pure. But to those who are corrupt and unbelieving,

nothing is pure, but both their minds and consciences are corrupted.
16 They profess to know God but with their deeds they deny him, since they are

detestable, disobedient, and unfit for any good deed.

2
1But as for you, communicate the behavior that goes with sound teaching.
2Oldermen are to be temperate, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and

in endurance.
3 Older women likewise are to exhibit behavior fitting for those who are holy, not

slandering, not slaves to excessive drinking, but teaching what is good.
4 In this way they will train the younger women to love their husbands, to love their

children,
5 to be self-controlled, pure, fulfilling their duties at home, kind, being subject to their

own husbands, so that themessage of Godmay not be discredited.
6Encourage younger men likewise to be self-controlled,
7 showing yourself to be an example of good works in every way. In your teaching

show integrity, dignity,
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8and a soundmessage that cannot be criticized, so that any opponentwill be at a loss,
because he has nothing evil to say about us.

9Slaves are to be subject to their ownmasters in everything, to dowhat iswanted and
not talk back,

10not pilfering, but showing all good faith, in order to bring credit to the teaching of
God our Savior in everything.

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people.
12 It trains us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live self-controlled,

upright, and godly lives in the present age,
13 as we wait for the happy fulfillment of our hope in the glorious appearing of our

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
14He gave himself for us to set us free from every kind of lawlessness and to purify

for himself a people who are truly his, who are eager to do good.
15So communicate these thingswith the sort of exhortation or rebuke that carries full

authority. Don’t let anyone look down on you.

3
1Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for

every good work.
2Theymust not slander anyone, but be peaceable, gentle, showing complete courtesy

to all people.
3For we toowere once foolish, disobedient, misled, enslaved to various passions and

desires, spending our lives in evil and envy, hateful and hating one another.
4But “when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind appeared,
5he saved us not by works of righteousness that we have done but on the basis of his

mercy, through the washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit,
6whom he poured out on us in full measure through Jesus Christ our Savior.
7Andso, sincewehavebeen justifiedbyhis grace,webecomeheirswith the confident

expectation of eternal life.”
Summary of the Letter

8This saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on such truths, so that those who
have placed their faith in God may be intent on engaging in good works. These things
are good and beneficial for all people.

9 But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, quarrels, and fights about the law,
because they are useless and empty.

10Reject a divisive person after one or twowarnings.
11You know that such a person is twisted by sin and is conscious of it himself.
Final Instructions and Greeting

12When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis,
for I have decided to spend the winter there.

13Make every effort to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; make sure
they have what they need.

14 Here is another way that our people can learn to engage in good works to meet
pressing needs and so not be unfruitful.

15 Everyone with me greets you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with
you all.
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Philemon
Salutation

1 From Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our
dear friend and colaborer,

2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church thatmeets in
your house.

3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Thanks for Philemon’s Love and Faith

4 I always thankmy God as I remember you inmy prayers,
5because I hear of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints.
6 I pray that the faith you share with us may deepen your understanding of every

blessing that belongs to you in Christ.
7 I have had great joy and encouragement because of your love, for the hearts of the

saints have been refreshed through you, brother.
Paul’s Request for Onesimus

8So, although I have quite a lot of confidence in Christ and could command you to do
what is proper,

9 I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love – I, Paul, an oldman and even now
a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus –

10 I am appealing to you concerning my child, whose spiritual father I have become
duringmy imprisonment, that is, Onesimus,

11whowas formerly useless to you, but is now useful to you andme.
12 I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you.
13 I wanted to keep him so that he could serve me in your place during my imprison-

ment for the sake of the gospel.
14However, without your consent I did not want to do anything, so that your good

deed would not be out of compulsion, but from your ownwillingness.
15For perhaps it was for this reason that he was separated from you for a little while,

so that you would have him back eternally,
16no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, as a dear brother. He is especially so to

me, and evenmore so to you now, both humanly speaking and in the Lord.
17Therefore if you regardme as a partner, accept him as you wouldme.
18 Now if he has defrauded you of anything or owes you anything, charge what he

owes to me.
19 I, Paul, have written this letter with my own hand: I will repay it. I could also

mention that you oweme your very self.
20 Yes, brother, let me have some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in

Christ.
21 Since I was confident that you would obey, I wrote to you, because I knew that you

would do evenmore than what I am asking you to do.
22At the same time also, prepare a place for me to stay, for I hope that through your

prayers I will be given back to you.
Concluding Greetings

23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you.
24Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my colaborers, greet you too.
25May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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Hebrews
Introduction: GodHas Spoken Fully and Finally in His Son

1After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to our ancestors
through the prophets,

2 in these last days he has spoken to us in a son, whomhe appointed heir of all things,
and through whom he created the world.

3 The Son is the radiance of his glory and the representation of his essence, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word, and so when he had accomplished cleansing
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of theMajesty on high.

4Thus he became so far better than the angels as he has inherited a name superior to
theirs.

The Son Is Superior to Angels
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “ You are my son! Today I have fathered

you”? And in another place he says, “ I will be his father and hewill bemy son.”
6But when he again brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “ Let all the angels of

Godworship him!”
7 And he says of the angels, “ He makes his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of

fire,”
8but of the Son he says,

“ Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and a righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness.
So God, your God, has anointed you over your companions with the oil of rejoicing.”

10And,
“ You founded the earth in the beginning, Lord,
and the heavens are the works of your hands.
11 Theywill perish, but you continue.
And theywill all grow old like a garment,
12 and like a robe youwill fold them up
and like a garment they will be changed,
but you are the same and your years will never run out.”

13But to which of the angels has he ever said, “ Sit at my right hand until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet”?

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to serve those who will inherit
salvation?

2
1 Therefore we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not

drift away.
2 For if the message spoken through angels proved to be so firm that every violation

or disobedience received its just penalty,
3howwill we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was first communicated

through the Lord andwas confirmed to us by those who heard him,
4while God confirmed their witness with signs and wonders and various miracles

and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
Exposition of Psalm 8: Jesus and the Destiny of Humanity
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5Forhedidnotput theworld to come, aboutwhichweare speaking, under the control
of angels.

6 Instead someone testified somewhere:
“What isman that you think of him or the son ofman that you care for him?
7 Youmade him lower than the angels for a little while.
You crowned himwith glory and honor.
8 You put all things under his control.”
For when he put all things under his control, he left nothing outside of his control. At

present we do not yet see all things under his control,
9butwe see Jesus, whowasmade lower than theangels for a littlewhile, now crowned

with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by God’s grace he would
experience death on behalf of everyone.

10For it was fitting for him, for whom and throughwhom all things exist, in bringing
many sons to glory, to make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

11For indeed hewhomakes holy and those beingmade holy all have the same origin,
and so he is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,

12 saying, “ I will proclaim your name tomy brothers; in themidst of the assembly I will
praise you*.”

13Again he says, “I will be confident in him,” and again, “Here I am, with the children
God has givenme*.”

14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he likewise shared in their
humanity, so that through death he could destroy the onewho holds the power of death
(that is, the devil),

15and set free those whowere held in slavery all their lives by their fear of death.
16 For surely his concern is not for angels, but he is concerned for Abraham’s

descendants.
17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that

he could become a merciful and faithful high priest in things relating to God, to make
atonement for the sins of the people.

18For since hehimself sufferedwhenhewas tempted, he is able to help thosewho are
tempted.

3
1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, partners in a heavenly calling, take note of

Jesus, the apostle and high priest whomwe confess,
2who is faithful to the one who appointed him, as Moses was also in God’s house.
3 For he has come to deserve greater glory than Moses, just as the builder of a house

deserves greater honor than the house itself!
4For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.
5Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that

would be spoken.
6But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. We are of his house, if in factwe hold

firmly to our confidence and the hope we take pride in.
Exposition of Psalm 95: Hearing God’sWord in Faith

7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,
“Oh, that today youwould listen as he speaks!
8 “Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of testing in the wilderness.
9 “ There your fathers testedme and triedme, and they sawmyworks for forty years.
10 “ Therefore, I became provoked at that generation and said, ‘Their hearts are always

wandering and they have not knownmyways.’
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11 “As I swore inmy anger, ‘Theywill never entermy rest!’ ”
12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has an evil, unbelieving heart that

forsakes the living God.
13But exhort one another eachday, as long as it is called “Today,” that noneof youmay

become hardened by sin’s deception.
14 For we have become partners with Christ, if in fact we hold our initial confidence

firm until the end.
15As it says, “O, that today youwould listen as he speaks! Do not harden your hearts as

in the rebellion.”
16 For which ones heard and rebelled? Was it not all who came out of Egypt under

Moses’ leadership?
17And against whomwas God provoked for forty years? Was it not thosewho sinned,

whose dead bodies fell in the wilderness?
18And to whom did he swear they would never enter into his rest, except those who

were disobedient?
19 So we see that they could not enter because of unbelief.

4
1 Therefore we must be wary that, while the promise of entering his rest remains

open, none of youmay seem to have come short of it.
2Forwe had good news proclaimed to us just as they did. But themessage they heard

did them no good, since they did not join in with those who heard it in faith.
3Forwewhohavebelievedenter that rest, ashehas said, “AsIswore inmyanger, ‘They

will never entermy rest!’ ”And yet God’sworkswere accomplished from the foundation
of the world.

4 For he has spoken somewhere about the seventh day in this way: “ And God rested
on the seventh day from all his works,”

5but to repeat the text cited earlier: “ Theywill never entermy rest!”
6 Therefore it remains for some to enter it, yet those to whom it was previously

proclaimed did not enter because of disobedience.
7 So God again ordains a certain day, “Today,” speaking through David after so long a

time, as in thewords quoted before, “O, that today youwould listen as he speaks! Do not
harden your hearts.”

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken afterward about
another day.

9Consequently a Sabbath rest remains for the people of God.
10 For the one who enters God’s rest has also rested from his works, just as God did

from his ownworks.
11 Thus we must make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by

following the same pattern of disobedience.
12For theword of God is living and active and sharper than any double-edged sword,

piercing even to the point of dividing soul from spirit, and joints frommarrow; it is able
to judge the desires and thoughts of the heart.

13 And no creature is hidden from God, but everything is naked and exposed to the
eyes of him to whomwemust render an account.

Jesus Our Compassionate High Priest
14 Therefore since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.
15 For we do not have a high priest incapable of sympathizing with our weaknesses,

but one who has been tempted in every way just as we are, yet without sin.
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16Therefore let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receivemercy andfind
grace whenever we need help.

5
1 For every high priest is taken from among the people and appointed to represent

them before God, to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.
2He is able to deal compassionately with those who are ignorant and erring, since he

also is subject to weakness,
3and for this reason he is obligated tomake sin offerings for himself aswell as for the

people.
4And no one assumes this honor on his own initiative, but only when called to it by

God, as in fact Aaron was.
5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming high priest, but the one who

glorified himwas God, who said to him, “ You aremy Son! Today I have fathered you,”
6 as also in another place God says, “ You are a priest forever in the order of

Melchizedek.”
7Duringhis earthly lifeChrist offeredboth requests and supplications,with loudcries

and tears, to the onewhowas able to save him fromdeath and hewas heard because of
his devotion.

8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through the things he suffered.
9And by being perfected in this way, he became the source of eternal salvation to all

who obey him,
10and he was designated by God as high priest in the order ofMelchizedek.
The Need toMove on toMaturity

11 On this topic we have much to say and it is difficult to explain, since you have
become sluggish in hearing.

12 For though you should in fact be teachers by this time, you need someone to teach
you the beginning elements of God’s utterances. You have gone back to needing milk,
not solid food.

13 For everyone who lives on milk is inexperienced in the message of righteousness,
because he is an infant.

14 But solid food is for the mature, whose perceptions are trained by practice to
discern both good and evil.

6
1 Therefore we must progress beyond the elementary instructions about Christ and

moveon tomaturity, not laying this foundationagain: repentance fromdeadworksand
faith in God,

2 teaching about baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal
judgment.

3And this is what we intend to do, if God permits.
4 For it is impossible in the case of those who have once been enlightened, tasted the

heavenly gift, become partakers of the Holy Spirit,
5 tasted the good word of God and themiracles of the coming age,
6 and then have committed apostasy, to renew them again to repentance, since they

are crucifying the Son of God for themselves all over again and holding him up to
contempt.

7For theground thathas soakedup the rain that frequently falls on it andyieldsuseful
vegetation for those who tend it receives a blessing from God.

8But if it produces thorns and thistles, it is useless and about to be cursed; its fate is to
be burned.
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9But in your case, dear friends, even though we speak like this, we are convinced of
better things relating to salvation.

10For God is not unjust so as to forget yourwork and the love you have demonstrated
for his name, in having served and continuing to serve the saints.

11 But we passionately want each of you to demonstrate the same eagerness for the
fulfillment of your hope until the end,

12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and
perseverance inherit the promises.

13 Now when God made his promise to Abraham, since he could swear by no one
greater, he swore by himself,

14 saying, “ Surely I will bless you greatly andmultiply your descendants abundantly.”
15And so by persevering, Abraham inherited the promise.
16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, and the oath serves as a

confirmation to end all dispute.
17 In the samewayGodwanted todemonstratemoreclearly to theheirsof thepromise

that his purpose was unchangeable, and so he intervened with an oath,
18 so that we who have found refuge in him may find strong encouragement to hold

fast to the hope set before us through two unchangeable things, since it is impossible
for God to lie.

19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, sure and steadfast, which reaches
inside behind the curtain,

20where Jesus our forerunner entered on our behalf, since he became a priest|
strong="G0749" forever in the order of Melchizedek forever in the order of
Melchizedek.

7
1Now this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of themost high God, met Abraham as he

was returning from defeating the kings and blessed him.
2 To him also t Abraham|strong="G0011" apportioned a tithe apportioned a

tithe of|strong="G0575" everything. His name first means king of righteousness, then
king|strong="G0935" of Salem of Salem, that is, king of peace.

3Without father,withoutmother,without genealogy, hehasneitherbeginningof days
nor end of life but is like the son of God, and he remains a priest for all time.

4 But see how great he must be, if Abraham the patriarch gave him a tithe of his
plunder.

5 And those of the sons of Levi who receive the priestly office have authorization
according to the law to collect a tithe from the people, that is, from their fellow
countrymen, although they too are descendants of Abraham.

6But Melchizedek who does not share their ancestry collected a tithe from Abraham
and blessed the one who possessed the promise.

7Nowwithout dispute the inferior is blessed by the superior,
8and in one case tithes are received bymortal men, while in the other by himwho is

affirmed to be alive.
9 And it could be said that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid a tithe through

Abraham.
10For he was still in his ancestor Abraham’s loins whenMelchizedekmet him.
Jesus and the Priesthood ofMelchizedek

11 So if perfection had in fact been possible through the Levitical priesthood – for on
that basis the people received the law – what further need would there have been for
another priest to arise, said to be in the order ofMelchizedek and not in Aaron’s order?

12For when the priesthood changes, a change in the lawmust come as well.
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13 Yet the one these things are spoken about belongs to a different tribe, and no one
from that tribe has ever officiated at the altar.

14For it is clear that our Lord is descended from Judah, yet Moses said nothing about
priests in connection with that tribe.

15And this is even clearer if another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek,
16whohas become a priest not by a legal regulation about physical descent but by the

power of an indestructible life.
17 For here is the testimony about him: “ You are a priest forever in the order of

Melchizedek.”
18On the one hand a former command is set aside because it is weak and useless,
19 for the law made nothing perfect. On the other hand a better hope is introduced,

through which we draw near to God.
20 And since this was not done without a sworn affirmation – for the others have

become priests without a sworn affirmation,
21but Jesus did sowith a sworn affirmation by the onewho said to him, “TheLordhas

sworn andwill not change hismind, ‘You are a priest forever’ ” –
22accordingly Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
23And theotherswhobecamepriestswerenumerous, becausedeathprevented them

from continuing in office,
24but he holds his priesthood permanently since he lives forever.
25 So he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he

always lives to intercede for them.
26 For it is indeed fitting for us to have such a high priest: holy, innocent, undefiled,

separate from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.
27He has no need to do every day what those priests do, to offer sacrifices first for

their own sins and then for the sins of the people, since he did this in offering himself
once for all.

28 For the law appoints as high priests men subject to weakness, but the word of
solemn affirmation that came after the law appoints a sonmade perfect forever.

8
1Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We have such a high priest, one

who sat down at the right hand of the throne of theMajesty in heaven,
2aminister in the sanctuary and the true tabernacle that the Lord, not man, set up.
3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. So this one too

had to have something to offer.
4Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest, since there are already priests

who offer the gifts prescribed by the law.
5 The place where they serve is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly sanctuary, just

asMoses was warned by God as hewas about to complete the tabernacle. For he says, “
See that youmake everything according to the design shown to you on themountain.”

6But now Jesus has obtained a superiorministry, since the covenant that hemediates
is also better and is enacted on better promises.

7For if that first covenant had been faultless, no one would have looked for a second
one.

8But showing its fault, God says to them,
“ Look, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will complete a new covenant with the

house of Israel andwith the house of Judah.
9“ Itwill notbe like thecovenant that Imadewith their fathers, on thedaywhen I took them

by the hand to lead themout of Egypt, because they did not continue inmy covenant
and I had no regard for them, says the Lord*.
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10 “ For this is the covenant that I will establish with the house of Israel after those days,
says the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and I will inscribe them on their
hearts. And I will be their God and theywill bemy people.

11 “ And there will be no need at all for each one to teach his countryman or each one to
teachhis brother saying, ‘Know theLord,’ since theywill all knowme, from the least
to the greatest.

12 “ For Iwill bemerciful toward their evil deeds, and their sins Iwill remember no longer.”
13 When he speaks of a new covenant, he makes the first obsolete. Now what is

growing obsolete and aging is about to disappear.

9
1Nowthefirst covenant, in fact, hadregulations forworshipand its earthly sanctuary.
2 For a tent was prepared, the outer one, which contained the lampstand, the table,

and the presentation of the loaves; this is called the holy place.
3And after the second curtain there was a tent called the holy of holies.
4 It contained the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered entirely

with gold. In this ark were the golden urn containing the manna, Aaron’s rod that
budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.

5And above the ark were the cherubim of glory overshadowing themercy seat. Now
is not the time to speak of these things in detail.

6 So with these things prepared like this, the priests enter continually into the outer
tent as they perform their duties.

7But only the high priest enters once a year into the inner tent, and notwithout blood
that he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.

8TheHoly Spirit ismaking clear that theway into the holy place hadnot yet appeared
as long as the old tabernacle was standing.

9This was a symbol for the time then present, when gifts and sacrifices were offered
that could not perfect the conscience of the worshiper.

10 They served only for matters of food and drink and various washings; they are
external regulations imposed until the new order came.

Christ’s Service in the Heavenly Sanctuary
11 But now Christ has come as the high priest of the good things to come. He passed

through the greater and more perfect tent not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation,

12 and he entered once for all into the most holy place not by the blood of goats and
calves but by his own blood, and so he himself secured eternal redemption.

13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow sprinkled on those
who are defiled consecrated them and provided ritual purity,

14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify our consciences from dead works to worship
the living God.

15 And so he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the eternal inheritance he has promised, since he died to set them free from
the violations committed under the first covenant.

16For where there is a will, the death of the one whomade it must be proven.
17For awill takes effect only at death, since it carries no forcewhile the onewhomade

it is alive.
18 So even the first covenant was inaugurated with blood.
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19 For when Moses had spoken every command to all the people according to the
law, he took the blood of calves and goats with water and scarlet wool and hyssop and
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,

20and said, “ This is the blood of the covenant that God has commanded you to keep.”
21And both the tabernacle and all the utensils of worship he likewise sprinkled with

blood.
22 Indeed according to the law almost everything was purified with blood, and

without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
23So itwas necessary for the sketches of the things in heaven to be purifiedwith these

sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves required better sacrifices than these.
24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with hands – the representation of the

true sanctuary – but into heaven itself, and he appears now in God’s presence for us.
25Andhe did not enter to offer himself again and again, theway the high priest enters

the sanctuary year after year with blood that is not his own,
26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the

world. But now he has appeared once for all at the consummation of the ages to put
away sin by his sacrifice.

27And just as people are appointed to die once, and then to face judgment,
28 so also, after Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many, to those who eagerly

await him he will appear a second time, not to bear sin but to bring salvation.

10
1 For the law possesses a shadow of the good things to come but not the reality itself,

and is therefore completely unable, by the same sacrifices offered continually, year
after year, to perfect those who come to worship.

2For otherwisewould they not have ceased to be offered, since theworshiperswould
have been purified once for all and so have no further consciousness of sin?

3But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year after year.
4For the blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sins.
5 So when he came into the world, he said,

“ Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared forme.
6 “Whole burnt offerings and sin-offerings you took no delight in.
7 “ Then I said, ‘Here I am: I have come – it is written of me in the scroll of the book – to do

yourwill, O God*.’ ”
8 When he says above, “ Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sin-

offeringsyoudidnotdesirenordidyou takedelight in them” (whichare offeredaccording
to the law),

9 then he says, “Here I am: I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first to
establish the second.

10By his will we have beenmade holy through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.

11Andeverypriest stands day after day serving andoffering the same sacrifices again
and again – sacrifices that can never take away sins.

12 But when this priest had offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, he sat down at
the right hand of God,

13where he is nowwaiting until his enemies aremade a footstool for his feet.
14For by one offering he has perfected for all time those who aremade holy.
15And the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us, for after saying,
16 “ This is the covenant that I will establish with them after those days, says the Lord. I

will putmy laws on their hearts and I will inscribe them on theirminds,”
17 then he says, “ Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no longer.”
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18Nowwhere there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Drawing Near to God in Enduring Faith

19Therefore, brothers and sisters, sincewehave confidence to enter the sanctuary by
the blood of Jesus,

20by the fresh and living way that he inaugurated for us through the curtain, that is,
through his flesh,

21and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us drawnearwith a sincere heart in the assurance that faith brings, becausewe

have had our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in
pure water.

23And let us hold unwaveringly to the hope that we confess, for the one who made
the promise is trustworthy.

24And let us take thought of how to spur one another on to love and good works,
25not abandoning our ownmeetings, as some are in the habit of doing, but encourag-

ing each other, and evenmore so because you see the day drawing near.
26 For if we deliberately keep on sinning after receiving the knowledge of the truth,

no further sacrifice for sins is left for us,
27 but only a certain fearful expectation of judgment and a fury of fire that will

consume God’s enemies.
28 Someone who rejected the law of Moses was put to death without mercy on the

testimony of two or three witnesses.
29 How much greater punishment do you think that person deserves who has

contempt for the Son of God, and profanes the blood of the covenant that made him
holy, and insults the Spirit of grace?

30 For we know the one who said, “ Vengeance is mine, I will repay,” and again, “ The
Lordwill judge his people.”

31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
32But remember the formerdayswhenyouenduredaharshconflict of sufferingafter

you were enlightened.
33At times youwere publicly exposed to abuse and afflictions, and at other times you

came to share with others whowere treated in that way.
34 For in fact you shared the sufferings of those in prison, and you accepted the

confiscation of your belongings with joy, because you knew that you certainly had a
better and lasting possession.

35 So do not throw away your confidence, because it has great reward.
36For you need endurance in order to do God’s will and so receive what is promised.
37For just a little longer and hewho is comingwill arrive and not delay.
38 But my righteous one will live by faith, and if he shrinks back, I take no pleasure in

him.
39But we are not among thosewho shrink back and thus perish, but are among those

who have faith and preserve their souls.

11
1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we do not see.
2For by it the people of old received God’s commendation.
3By faith we understand that the worlds were set in order at God’s command, so that

the visible has its origin in the invisible.
4By faith Abel offered God a greater sacrifice than Cain, and through his faith hewas

commended as righteous, because God commended him for his offerings. And through
his faith he still speaks, though he is dead.
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5By faith Enochwas taken up so that he did not see death, and hewas not to be found
because God took him up. For before his removal he had been commended as having
pleased God.

6Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the one who approaches God
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

7By faith Noah, when hewaswarned about things not yet seen, with reverent regard
constructed an ark for the deliverance of his family. Through faith he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place he would later
receive as an inheritance, and hewent outwithout understandingwhere hewas going.

9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the promised land as though it were a foreign
country, living in tentswith Isaac and Jacob,whowere fellowheirs of the samepromise.

10For he was looking forward to the city with firm foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.

11 By faith, even though Sarah herself was barren and he was too old, he received
the ability to procreate, because he regarded the one who had given the promise to be
trustworthy.

12 So in fact children were fathered by one man – and this one as good as dead – like
the number of stars in the sky and like the innumerable grains of sand on the seashore.

13 These all died in faith without receiving the things promised, but they saw them
in the distance and welcomed them and acknowledged that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth.

14For those who speak in such a waymake it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
15 In fact, if they had been thinking of the land that they had left, theywould have had

opportunity to return.
16But as it is, they aspire to a better land, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. He had received the

promises, yet he was ready to offer up his only son.
18God had told him, “ Through Isaac descendants will carry on your name,”
19 and he reasoned that God could even raise him from the dead, and in a sense he

received him back from there.
20By faith also Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning the future.
21By faith Jacob, as hewas dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and worshiped|

strong="G4352" as he leaned on his staff as he leaned on his staff.
22By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, mentioned the exodus of the sons of Israel and

gave instructions about his burial.
23By faith, whenMoseswas born, his parents hid him for threemonths, because they

saw the child was beautiful and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
24By faith,whenhegrewup,Moses refused tobe called the sonof Pharaoh’s daughter,
25 choosing rather to be ill-treated with the people of God than to enjoy sin’s fleeting

pleasure.
26He regarded abuse suffered for Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of

Egypt, for his eyes were fixed on the reward.
27By faith he left Egypt without fearing the king’s anger, for he persevered as though

he could see the one who is invisible.
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that the one who

destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.
29By faith they crossed the Red Sea as if on dry ground, but when the Egyptians tried

it, they were swallowed up.
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30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after the people marched around them for seven
days.

31 By faith Rahab the prostitute escaped the destruction of the disobedient, because
she welcomed the spies in peace.

32And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets.

33 Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered justice, gained what was
promised, shut themouths of lions,

34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, gained strength in weakness,
becamemighty in battle, put foreign armies to flight,

35 and women received back their dead raised to life. But others were tortured, not
accepting release, to obtain resurrection to a better life.

36Andothers experiencedmocking andflogging, and even chains and imprisonment.
37 They were stoned, sawed apart, murdered with the sword; they went about in

sheepskins and goatskins; they were destitute, afflicted, ill-treated
38 (the world was not worthy of them); they wandered in deserts andmountains and

caves and openings in the earth.
39 And these all were commended for their faith, yet they did not receive what was

promised.
40For God had provided something better for us, so that they would be made perfect

together with us.

12
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, wemust get

rid of every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and run with endurance the race
set out for us,

2 keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. For the joy
set out for him he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at
the right hand of the throne of God.

3 Think of him who endured such opposition against himself by sinners, so that you
may not growweary in your souls and give up.

4You have not yet resisted to the point of bloodshed in your struggle against sin.
5And have you forgotten the exhortation addressed to you as sons?

“My son, do not scorn the Lord’s discipline
or give upwhen he corrects you*.
6 “ For the Lord disciplines the one he loves and chastises every son he accepts.”

7Endureyour sufferingasdiscipline; God is treatingyouas sons. Forwhat son is there
that a father does not discipline?

8But if you do not experience discipline, something all sons have shared in, then you
are illegitimate and are not sons.

9Besides, we have experienced discipline from our earthly fathers andwe respected
them; shallwenot submit ourselves all themore to the Father of spirits and receive life?

10For they disciplined us for a little while as seemed good to them, but he does so for
our benefit, that wemay share his holiness.

11Now all discipline seems painful at the time, not joyful. But later it produces the
fruit of peace and righteousness for those trained by it.

12Therefore, strengthen|strong="G0461" your listless|strong="G3935" hands and
your weak knees,

13 and make|strong="G4160" straight paths for your feet straight paths for
your feet, so that what is lamemay not be put out of joint but be healed.
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DoNot Reject God’sWarning
14Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness, for without it no one will see the Lord.
15See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God, that no one be like a bitter root

springing up and causing trouble, and through himmany become defiled.
16And see to it that no one becomes an immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold

his own birthright for a singlemeal.
17For you know that laterwhenhewanted to inherit the blessing, hewas rejected, for

he found no opportunity for repentance, although he sought the blessing with tears.
18 For you have not come to something that can be touched, to a burning fire and

darkness and gloom and a whirlwind
19 and the blast of a trumpet and a voice uttering words such that those who heard

begged to hear nomore.
20 For they could not bear what was commanded: “ If even an animal touches the

mountain, it must be stoned.”
21 In fact, the scene was so terrifying that Moses said, “ I shudder with fear.”
22But youhave come toMountZion, the city of the livingGod, theheavenly Jerusalem,

and tomyriads of angels, to the assembly
23andcongregationof thefirstborn,whoareenrolled inheaven, and toGod, the judge

of all, and to the spirits of the righteous, who have beenmade perfect,
24and to Jesus, themediator of anewcovenant, and to the sprinkledblood that speaks

of something better than Abel’s does.
25 Take care not to refuse the one who is speaking! For if they did not escape when

they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less shall we, if we reject
the one whowarns from heaven?

26 Then his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “ I will once more shake
not only the earth but heaven too.”

27Now this phrase “ once more” indicates the removal of what is shaken, that is, of
created things, so that what is unshakenmay remain.

28 So since we are receiving an unshakable kingdom, let us give thanks, and through
this let us offer worship pleasing to God in devotion and awe.

29For our God is indeed a devouring fire.

13
1Brotherly lovemust continue.
2Donot neglect hospitality, because through it somehave entertained angelswithout

knowing it.
3 Remember those in prison as though you were in prison with them, and those ill-

treated as though you too felt their torment.
4Marriage must be honored among all and the marriage bed kept undefiled, for God

will judge sexually immoral people and adulterers.
5 Your conduct must be free from the love of money and you must be content with

what you have, for he has said, “ I will never leave you and I will never abandon you.”
6 So we can say with confidence, “ The Lord is my helper, and I will not be afraid. What

canman do tome?*”
7Remember your leaders, who spoke God’smessage to you; reflect on the outcome of

their lives and imitate their faith.
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!
9Do not be carried away by all sorts of strange teachings. For it is good for the heart

to be strengthened by grace, not ritual meals, which have never benefited those who
participated in them.

10We have an altar that those who serve in the tabernacle have no right to eat from.
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11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood the high priest brings into the
sanctuary as an offering for sin are burned outside the camp.

12 Therefore, to sanctify the people by his own blood, Jesus also suffered outside the
camp.

13Wemust go out to him, then, outside the camp, bearing the abuse he experienced.
14For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.
15Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the

fruit of our lips, acknowledging his name.
16And do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for God is pleased with

such sacrifices.
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keepwatch over your souls andwill

give an account for their work. Let them do this with joy and not with complaints, for
this would be no advantage for you.

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to conduct
ourselves rightly in every respect.

19 I especially ask you to pray that I may be restored to you very soon.
Benediction and Conclusion

20Nowmay the God of peace who by the blood of the eternal covenant brought back
from the dead the great shepherd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus Christ,

21equipyouwith every good thing todohiswill, working inuswhat is pleasingbefore
him through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

22Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, bear with my message of exhortation, for in
fact I have written to you briefly.

23You should know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he comes soon, he
will be withmewhen I see you.

24Greetings to all your leaders and all the saints. Those from Italy send you greetings.
25Grace be with you all.
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James
Salutation

1From James, a slave of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes dispersed
abroad. Greetings!

Joy in Trials
2My brothers and sisters, consider it nothing but joy when you fall into all sorts of

trials,
3because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
4And let endurance have its perfect effect, so that you will be perfect and complete,

not deficient in anything.
5But if anyone is deficient in wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously

and without reprimand, and it will be given to him.
6But he must ask in faith without doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of

the sea, blown and tossed around by the wind.
7For that personmust not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord,
8 since he is a double-minded individual, unstable in all his ways.
9Now the believer of humble means should take pride in his high position.
10But the rich person’s pride should be in his humiliation, because he will pass away

like a wildflower in themeadow.
11For the sun riseswith its heat and dries up themeadow; the petal of the flower falls

off and its beauty is lost forever. So also the rich person in themidst of his pursuits will
wither away.

12Happy is the one who endures testing, because when he has proven to be genuine,
he will receive the crown of life that God promised to those who love him.

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God,” for God cannot be
tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one.

14But each one is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desires.
15Thenwhendesire conceives, it gives birth to sin, andwhen sin is full grown, it gives

birth to death.
16Do not be led astray, my dear brothers and sisters.
17 All generous giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change.
18By his sovereign plan he gave us birth through themessage of truth, that wewould

be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
Living Out theMessage

19Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters! Let every person be quick to listen,
slow to speak, slow to anger.

20For human anger does not accomplish God’s righteousness.
21 So put away all filth and evil excess and humbly welcome the message implanted

within you, which is able to save your souls.
22 But be sure you live out the message and do not merely listen to it and so deceive

yourselves.
23 For if someone merely listens to the message and does not live it out, he is like

someone who gazes at his own face in amirror.
24 For he gazes at himself and then goes out and immediately forgets what sort of

person he was.
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25But the one who peers into the perfect law of liberty and fixes his attention there,
and does not become a forgetful listener but one who lives it out – he will be blessed in
what he does.

26 If someone thinks he is religious yet does not bridle his tongue, and so deceives his
heart, his religion is futile.

27 Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to care for orphans and
widows in their misfortune and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

2
1My brothers and sisters, do not show prejudice if you possess faith in our glorious

Lord Jesus Christ.
2For if someone comes into your assemblywearing a gold ring and fine clothing, and

a poor person enters in filthy clothes,
3do you pay attention to the onewho is finely dressed and say, “You sit here in a good

place,” and to the poor person, “You stand over there,” or “Sit on the floor”?
4 If so, have younotmade distinctions among yourselves andbecome judgeswith evil

motives?
5Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! Did not God choose the poor in theworld to be

rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to those who love him?
6 But you have dishonored the poor! Are not the rich oppressing you and dragging

you into the courts?
7Do they not blaspheme the good name of the one you belong to?
8 But if you fulfill the royal law as expressed in this scripture, “ You shall love|

strong="G0025" your neighbor as yourself your neighbor as yourself,” you are
doing well.

9 But if you show prejudice, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as
violators.

10For the one who obeys the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all
of it.

11 For he who said, “Do| strong="G3431" not commit adultery,” also said, “Do|
strong="G5407" not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but do commit
murder, you have become a violator of the law.

12 Speak and act as those whowill be judged by a law that gives freedom.
13For judgment ismerciless for theonewhohas shownnomercy. Butmercy triumphs

over judgment.
Faith andWorks Together

14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does
not have works? Can this kind of faith save him?

15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacks daily food,
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keepwarm and eat well,” but you do not

give themwhat the body needs, what good is it?
17 So also faith, if it does not have works, is dead being by itself.
18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith

without works and I will show you faith bymyworks.
19 You believe that God is one; well and good. Even the demons believe that – and

tremble with fear.
20Butwould you like evidence, you empty fellow, that faithwithout works is useless?
21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on

the altar?
22 You see that his faith was working together with his works and his faith was

perfected by works.
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23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Now|strong="G1161" Abraham believed
God and it was counted to him for righteousness,” and hewas called God’s friend.

24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.
25 And similarly, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she

welcomed themessengers and sent them out by another way?
26For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

3
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, because you

know that we will be judgedmore strictly.
2 For we all stumble in many ways. If someone does not stumble in what he says, he

is a perfect individual, able to control the entire body as well.
3And if we put bits into the mouths of horses to get them to obey us, then we guide

their entire bodies.
4 Look at ships too: Though they are so large and driven by harsh winds, they are

steered by a tiny rudder wherever the pilot’s inclination directs.
5 So too the tongue is a small part of the body, yet it has great pretensions. Think how

small a flame sets a huge forest ablaze.
6 And the tongue is a fire! The tongue represents the world of wrongdoing among

the parts of our bodies. It pollutes the entire body and sets fire to the course of human
existence – and is set on fire by hell.

7 For every kind of animal, bird, reptile, and sea creature is subdued and has been
subdued by humankind.

8But no human being can subdue the tongue; it is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse people made in God’s

image.
10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. These things should not be so,

my brothers and sisters.
11 A spring does not pour out fresh water and bitter water from the same opening,

does it?
12 Can a fig tree produce olives, my brothers and sisters, or a vine produce figs?

Neither can a salt water spring produce fresh water.

TrueWisdom
13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct he should show

his works done in the gentleness that wisdom brings.
14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfishness in your hearts, do not boast and tell

lies against the truth.
15 Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly, natural, demonic.
16Forwhere there is jealousyandselfishness, there isdisorderandeveryevil practice.
17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, accommodating,

full of mercy and good fruit, impartial, and not hypocritical.
18 And the fruit that consists of righteousness is planted in peace among those who

make peace.

4
1Where do the conflicts and where do the quarrels among you come from? Is it not

from this, from your passions that battle inside you?
2 You desire and you do not have; you murder and envy and you cannot obtain; you

quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask;
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3 you ask and do not receive because you ask wrongly, so you can spend it on your
passions.

4Adulterers, do you not know that friendship with the world means hostility toward
God? So whoever decides to be the world’s friendmakes himself God’s enemy.

5Ordoyou think thescripturemeansnothingwhen it says, “Thespirit thatGodcaused
to live within us has an envious yearning”?

6 But he gives greater grace. Therefore it says, “ God opposes the proud, but he gives
grace to the humble.”

7 So submit to God. But resist the devil and he will flee from you.
8Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,

andmake your hearts pure, you double-minded.
9 Grieve, mourn, and weep. Turn your laughter into mourning and your joy into

despair.
10Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you.
11 Do not speak against one another, brothers and sisters. He who speaks against a

fellow believer or judges a fellow believer speaks against the law and judges the law.
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but its judge.

12 But there is only one who is lawgiver and judge – the one who is able to save and
destroy. On the other hand, who are you to judge your neighbor?

13Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into this or that town and
spend a year there and do business andmake a profit.”

14Youdonotknowabout tomorrow. What is your life like? Foryouareapuffof smoke
that appears for a short time and then vanishes.

15Youought to say instead, “If the Lord iswilling, thenwewill live anddo this or that.”
16But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.
17 So whoever knows what is good to do and does not do it is guilty of sin.

5
1Come now, you rich! Weep and cry aloud over themiseries that are coming on you.
2Your riches have rotted and your clothing has becomemoth-eaten.
3Your gold and silver have rusted and their rust will be a witness against you. It will

consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have hoarded treasure!
4Look, the pay youhave held back from theworkerswhomowed your fields cries out

against you, and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
5 You have lived indulgently and luxuriously on the earth. You have fattened your

hearts in a day of slaughter.
6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person, although he does not

resist you.
Patience in Suffering

7 So be patient, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s return. Think of how the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the ground and is patient for it until it receives the early
and late rains.

8You also be patient and strengthen your hearts, for the Lord’s return is near.
9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be

judged. See, the judge stands before the gates!
10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets

who spoke in the Lord’s name.
11Thinkofhowweregardasblessed thosewhohaveendured. Youhaveheardof Job’s

endurance and youhave seen the Lord’s purpose, that theLord is full of compassionand
mercy.
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12And above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth
or by any other oath. But let your “Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that youmay not
fall into judgment.

Prayer for the Sick
13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is anyone in good spirits? He

should sing praises.
14 Is anyone among you ill? He should summon the elders of the church, and they

should pray for him and anoint himwith oil in the name of the Lord.
15And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick and the Lord will raise him up

– and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
16 So confess your sins to one another and pray for one another so that you may be

healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great effectiveness.
17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain

and there was no rain on the land for three years and six months!
18Then he prayed again, and the sky gave rain and the land sprouted with a harvest.
19Mybrothers and sisters, if anyoneamongyouwanders from the truth and someone

turns him back,
20he should know that the onewho turns a sinner back fromhiswandering pathwill

save that person’s soul from death andwill cover amultitude of sins.
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1 Peter

Salutation
1 From Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those temporarily residing abroad (in

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, the province of Asia, and Bithynia) who are chosen
2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father by being set apart by the Spirit for

obedience and for sprinkling with Jesus Christ’s blood. May grace and peace be yours
in full measure!

NewBirth to Joy andHoliness
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave

us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4 that is, into an inheritance imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. It is reserved in

heaven for you,
5who byGod’s power are protected through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed

in the last time.
6This brings you great joy, although youmayhave to suffer for a short time in various

trials.
7 Such trials show the proven character of your faith, which is much more valuable

than gold – gold that is tested by fire, even though it is passing away – and will bring
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

8You have not seen him, but you love him. You do not see him now but you believe in
him, and so you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,

9because you are attaining the goal of your faith – the salvation of your souls.
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who predicted the grace that would come

to you searched and investigated carefully.
11 They probed into what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was

indicating when he testified beforehand about the sufferings appointed for Christ and
his subsequent glory.

12 They were shown that they were serving not themselves but you, in regard to the
things now announced to you through those who proclaimed the gospel to you by the
Holy Spirit sent from heaven – things angels long to catch a glimpse of.

13Therefore, get your minds ready for action by being fully sober, and set your hope
completely on the grace that will be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed.

14Like obedient children, donot complywith the evil urges youused to follow in your
ignorance,

15 but, like the Holy One who called you, become holy yourselves in all of your
conduct,

16 for it is written, “ You shall be holy, because I amholy.”
17And if youaddress as Father the onewho impartially judges according to eachone’s

work, live out the time of your temporary residence here in reverence.
18Youknow that fromyour emptyway of life inherited fromyour ancestors youwere

ransomed – not by perishable things like silver or gold,
19but byprecious blood like that of anunblemishedand spotless lamb, namelyChrist.
20Hewas foreknown before the foundation of theworld but wasmanifested in these

last times for your sake.
21 Through him you now trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him

glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
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22You have purified your souls by obeying the truth in order to show sincere mutual
love. So love one another earnestly from a pure heart.

23 You have been born anew, not from perishable but from imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of God.

24For
all flesh is like grass
andall its glory like the flower of the grass;
the grasswithers and theflower falls off,
25 but theword of the Lord endures forever.

And this is the word that was proclaimed to you.

2
1 So get rid of all evil and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.
2And yearn like newborn infants for pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow

up to salvation,
3 if you have experienced the Lord’s kindness.
A Living Stone, a Chosen People

4 So as you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but chosen and priceless in
God’s sight,

5 you yourselves, as living stones, are built up as a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood and to offer spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.

6For it says in scripture, “Look,I lay inZiona stone, a chosenandpriceless cornerstone,
andwhoever believes in himwill never be put to shame*.”

7So youwho believe see his value, but for thosewho do not believe, the stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone,

8 and a stumbling-stone and a rock to trip over*. They stumble because they disobey
the word, as they were destined to do.

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so
that you may proclaim the virtues of the one who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.

10 You once were not a people, but now you are God’s people. You were shown no
mercy, but now you have receivedmercy.

11Dear friends, I urge you as foreigners and exiles to keep away from fleshly desires
that do battle against the soul,

12 and maintain good conduct among the non-Christians, so that though they now
malign you as wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God when he
appears.

Submission to Authorities
13 Be subject to every human institution for the Lord’s sake, whether to a king as

supreme
14 or to governors as those he commissions to punish wrongdoers and praise those

who do good.
15For Godwants you to silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing good.
16Live as free people, not using your freedomas a pretext for evil, but as God’s slaves.
17Honor all people, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the king.
18Slaves, be subject to yourmasterswith all reverence, not only to thosewhoare good

and gentle, but also to those who are perverse.
19 For this finds God’s favor, if because of conscience toward God someone endures

hardships in suffering unjustly.
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20For what credit is it if you sin and aremistreated and endure it? But if you do good
and suffer and so endure, this finds favor with God.

21 For to this you were called, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving an example
for you to follow in his steps.

22He committed no sin norwas deceit found in hismouth.
23When he was maligned, he did not answer back; when he suffered, he threatened

no retaliation, but committed himself to God who judges justly.
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, thatwemay cease fromsinning and

live for righteousness. By his wounds youwere healed.
25For youwere goingastray like sheepbut nowyouhave turned back to the shepherd

and guardian of your souls.

3
1 In the same way, wives, be subject to your own husbands. Then, even if some are

disobedient to the word, they will be won over without a word by the way you live,
2when they see your pure and reverent conduct.
3 Let your beauty not be external – the braiding of hair and wearing of gold jewelry

or fine clothes –
4 but the inner person of the heart, the lasting beauty of a gentle and tranquil spirit,

which is precious in God’s sight.
5For in the sameway theholywomenwhohoped inGod longagoadorned themselves

by being subject to their husbands,
6 like Sarah who obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. You become her children when

you do what is good and have no fear in doing so.
7 Husbands, in the same way, treat your wives with consideration as the weaker

partners and show them honor as fellow heirs of the grace of life. In this way nothing
will hinder your prayers.

Suffering for Doing Good
8 Finally, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, affectionate, compassionate, and

humble.
9Do not return evil for evil or insult for insult, but instead bless others because you

were called to inherit a blessing.
10For

the onewhowants to love life and see gooddaysmust keephis tongue fromevil
andhis lips fromuttering deceit.

11 Andhemust turnaway fromevil anddo good;
hemust seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of theLordareupon the righteousandhis earsareopen to their

prayer.
But the Lord’s face is against thosewhodo evil.

13For who is going to harm you if you are devoted to what is good?
14But in fact, if you happen to suffer for doingwhat is right, you are blessed. Butdo

not be terrified of themor be shaken.
15But set Christ apart as Lord in your hearts and always be ready to give an answer

to anyone who asks about the hope you possess.
16 Yet do it with courtesy and respect, keeping a good conscience, so that those who

slander your good conduct in Christ may be put to shamewhen they accuse you.
17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if God wills it, than for doing evil.
18

Because Christ also suffered once for sins,
the just for the unjust,
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to bring you to God,
by being put to death in the flesh
but by beingmade alive in the spirit.
19 In it he went and preached to the spirits in prison,

20after theyweredisobedient long agowhenGodpatientlywaited in thedays ofNoah
as an ark was being constructed. In the ark a few, that is eight souls, were delivered
through water.

21And this prefigured baptism,which now saves you –not thewashing off of physical
dirt but thepledgeof a goodconscience toGod – through the resurrectionof JesusChrist,

22who went into heaven and is at the right hand of God with angels and authorities
and powers subject to him.

4
1So, since Christ suffered in the flesh, you also armyourselveswith the same attitude,

because the one who has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin,
2 in that he spends the rest of his time on earth concerned about the will of God and

not human desires.
3 For the time that has passed was sufficient for you to do what the non-Christians

desire. You lived then in debauchery, evil desires, drunkenness, carousing, drinking
bouts, and wanton idolatries.

4 So they are astonished when you do not rush with them into the same flood of
wickedness, and they vilify you.

5 They will face a reckoning before Jesus Christ who stands ready to judge the living
and the dead.

6Now itwas for this very purpose that the gospel was preached to thosewho are now
dead, so that though they were judged in the flesh by human standards they may live
spiritually by God’s standards.

Service, Suffering, and Judgment
7For the culmination of all things is near. So be self-controlled and sober-minded for

the sake of prayer.
8Above all keep your love for one another fervent, because love covers a multitude

of sins.
9 Show hospitality to one another without complaining.
10 Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of

the varied grace of God.
11Whoever speaks, let it bewithGod’swords. Whoever serves, do sowith the strength

that God supplies, so that in everything God will be glorified through Jesus Christ. To
him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

12 Dear friends, do not be astonished that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as
though something strange were happening to you.

13 But rejoice in the degree that you have shared in the sufferings of Christ, so that
when his glory is revealed youmay also rejoice and be glad.

14 If youare insulted for thenameofChrist, youareblessed, because theSpirit of glory,
who is the Spirit of God, rests on you.

15But let none of you suffer as amurderer or thief or criminal or as a troublemaker.
16 But if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but glorify God that you bear

such a name.
17 For it is time for judgment to begin, starting with the house of God. And if it starts

with us, what will be the fate of those who are disobedient to the gospel of God?
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18And if the righteousarebarely saved,whatwill becomeof theungodlyand
sinners?

19 So then let those who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a
faithful Creator as they do good.

5
1So as your fellow elder and awitness of Christ’s sufferings and as onewho shares in

the glory that will be revealed, I urge the elders among you:
2Give a shepherd’s care to God’s flock among you, exercising oversight notmerely as

a duty but willingly under God’s direction, not for shameful profit but eagerly.
3And do not lord it over those entrusted to you, but be examples to the flock.
4 Then when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that

never fades away.
5 In the sameway, youwho are younger, be subject to the elders. And all of you, clothe

yourselveswithhumility towardone another, becauseGod opposes theproudbut gives
grace to the humble.

6AndGodwill exalt you in due time, if you humble yourselves under hismighty hand
7by casting all your cares on him because he cares for you.
8Be sober and alert. Your enemy the devil, like a roaring lion, is on the prowl looking

for someone to devour.
9 Resist him, strong in your faith, because you know that your brothers and sisters

throughout the world are enduring the same kinds of suffering.
10And, after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all gracewho called you to

his eternal glory in Christ will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
11To him belongs the power forever. Amen.
Final Greetings

12 Through Silvanus, whom I know to be a faithful brother, I have written to you
briefly, in order to encourage you and testify that this is the true grace of God. Stand
fast in it.

13The church in Babylon, chosen togetherwith you, greets you, and so doesMark,my
son.

14Greet one another with a loving kiss. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
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2 Peter
Salutation

1 From Simeon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who through the
righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ, have been granted a faith just as
precious as ours.

2May grace and peace be lavished on you as you grow in the rich knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord!

Believers’ Salvation and theWork of God
3 I can pray this because his divine power has bestowed on us everything necessary

for life and godliness through the rich knowledge of the one who called us by his own
glory and excellence.

4 Through these things he has bestowed on us his precious and most magnificent
promises, so that by means of what was promised you may become partakers of the
divine nature, after escaping the worldly corruption that is produced by evil desire.

5For this very reason,make every effort to add to your faith excellence, to excellence,
knowledge;

6 to knowledge, self-control; to self-control, perseverance; to perseverance, godliness;
7 to godliness, brotherly affection; to brotherly affection, unselfish love.
8For if these things are really yours andare continually increasing, theywill keepyou

frombecoming ineffective andunproductive in your pursuit of knowing our Lord Jesus
Christ more intimately.

9 But concerning the one who lacks such things – he is blind. That is to say, he is
nearsighted, since he has forgotten about the cleansing of his past sins.

10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, make every effort to be sure of your calling and
election. For by doing this you will never stumble into sin.

11For thus an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
will be richly provided for you.

Salvation Based on theWord of God
12Therefore, I intend to remind you constantly of these things even though you know

them and are well established in the truth that you now have.
13 Indeed, as long as I am in this tabernacle, I consider it right to stir you up byway of

a reminder,
14 since I know that my tabernacle will soon be removed, because our Lord Jesus

Christ revealed this to me.
15 Indeed, I will alsomake every effort that, aftermy departure, you have a testimony

of these things.
16 For we did not follow cleverly concocted fables when we made known to you the

power and return of our Lord Jesus Christ; no, we were eyewitnesses of his grandeur.
17Forhereceivedhonorandglory fromGod theFather,when thatvoicewasconveyed

to him by theMajestic Glory: “This is my dear Son, in whom I am delighted.”
18When this voice was conveyed from heaven, we ourselves heard it, for we were

with him on the holy mountain.
19Moreover, we possess the prophetic word as an altogether reliable thing. You do

well if you pay attention to this as you would to a light shining in a murky place, until
the day dawns and themorning star rises in your hearts.

20Above all, you do well if you recognize this: No prophecy of scripture ever comes
about by the prophet’s own imagination,
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21 for no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse; rather, men carried along by
the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2
1But false prophets arose among thepeople, just as therewill be false teachers among

you. These false teachers will infiltrate your midst with destructive heresies, even to
the point of denying the Master who bought them. As a result, they will bring swift
destruction on themselves.

2Andmanywill follow their debauched lifestyles. Because of these false teachers, the
way of truth will be slandered.

3And in their greed they will exploit you with deceptive words. Their condemnation
pronounced long ago is not sitting idly by; their destruction is not asleep.

4For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but threw them into hell and locked
them up in chains in utter darkness, to be kept until the judgment,

5 and if he did not spare the ancient world, but did protect Noah, a herald of
righteousness, alongwith sevenothers,whenGodbrought afloodonanungodlyworld,

6 and if he turned to ashes the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah when he condemned
them to destruction, having appointed them to serve as an example to future genera-
tions of the ungodly,

7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man in anguish over the debauched lifestyle of
lawless men,

8 (for while he lived among them day after day, that righteousmanwas tormented in
his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard )

9 – if so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from their trials, and to reserve
the unrighteous for punishment at the day of judgment,

10 especially those who indulge their fleshly desires and who despise authority.
Brazen and insolent, they are not afraid to insult the glorious ones,
11yet even angels, who aremuchmore powerful, do not bring a slanderous judgment

against them before the Lord.
12 But these men, like irrational animals – creatures of instinct, born to be caught

and destroyed – do not understandwhom they are insulting, and consequently in their
destruction they will be destroyed,

13 suffering harm as the wages for their harmful ways. By considering it a pleasure
to carouse in broad daylight, they are stains and blemishes, indulging in their deceitful
pleasures when they feast together with you.

14 Their eyes, full of adultery, never stop sinning; they entice unstable people. They
have trained their hearts for greed, these cursed children!

15By forsaking the right path they have gone astray, because they followed theway of
Balaam son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness,

16yetwas rebuked for his own transgression (a dumbdonkey, speakingwith ahuman
voice, restrained the prophet’s madness).

17 These men are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm, for whom the utter
depths of darkness have been reserved.

18Forby speakinghigh-soundingbut emptywords theyare able to entice,withfleshly
desires and with debauchery, people who have just escaped from those who reside in
error.

19 Although these false teachers promise such people freedom, they themselves are
enslaved to immorality. For whatever a person succumbs to, to that he is enslaved.

20 For if after they have escaped the filthy things of the world through the rich
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they again get entangled in them and
succumb to them, their last state has becomeworse for them than their first.
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21For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteous-
ness than, having known it, to turn back from the holy commandment that had been
delivered to them.

22They are illustrations of this true proverb: “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and “A
sow, after washing herself, wallows in themire.”

3
1Dear friends, this is already the second letter I havewrittenyou, inwhich I am trying

to stir up your puremind by way of reminder:
2 I want you to recall both the predictions foretold by the holy prophets and the

commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles.
3 Above all, understand this: In the last days blatant scoffers will come, being

propelled by their own evil urges
4 and saying, “Where is his promised return? For ever since our ancestors died, all

things have continued as they were from the beginning of creation.”
5For theydeliberately suppress this fact, that by thewordofGodheavens existed long

ago and an earth was formed out of water and bymeans of water.
6 Through these things the world existing at that time was destroyed when it was

deluged with water.
7But by the sameword the present heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, by

being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
8Now, dear friends, do not let this one thing escape your notice, that a single day is

like a thousand years with the Lord and a thousand years are like a single day.
9The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some regard slowness, but is being

patient toward you, because he does not wish for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; when it comes, the heavens will
disappear with a horrific noise, and the celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze, and
the earth and every deed done on it will be laid bare.

11 Since all these things are to melt away in this manner, what sort of people must we
be, conducting our lives in holiness and godliness,

12while waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God? Because of this day,
the heavenswill be burned up and dissolve, and the celestial bodies will melt away in a
blaze!

13But, according to his promise, we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness truly resides.

Exhortation to the Faithful
14Therefore, dear friends, since you arewaiting for these things, strive to be found at

peace, without spot or blemish, when you come into his presence.
15And regard the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as also our dear brother Paul

wrote to you, according to the wisdom given to him,
16 speaking of these things in all his letters. Some things in these letters are hard to

understand, things the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they
also do to the rest of the scriptures.

17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard that
you do not get led astray by the error of these unprincipledmen and fall fromyour firm
grasp on the truth.

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be the honor both now and on that eternal day.
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1 John

The Prologue to the Letter
1This iswhatweproclaim to you: whatwas from the beginning,whatwehave heard,

what we have seenwith our eyes, what we have looked at and our hands have touched
(concerning the word of life –

2 and the life was revealed, and we have seen and testify and announce to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us).

3 What we have seen and heard we announce to you too, so that you may have
fellowship with us (and indeed our fellowship is with the Father andwith his Son Jesus
Christ).

4Thus we are writing these things so that our joymay be complete.

God Is Light, SoWeMustWalk in the Light
5Now this is the gospel message we have heard from him and announce to you: God

is light, and in him there is no darkness at all.
6 If we say we have fellowship with him and yet keep on walking in the darkness, we

are lying and not practicing the truth.
7But if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one

another and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say we do not bear the guilt of sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is

not in us.
9 But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous, forgiving us our sins and

cleansing us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say we have not sinned, wemake him a liar and his word is not in us.

2
1 (My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. ) But if

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous One,
2and he himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for our sins but also

for the whole world.
Keeping God’s Commandments

3Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if we keep his command-
ments.

4 The one who says “I have come to know God” and yet does not keep his command-
ments is a liar, and the truth is not in such a person.

5Butwhoever obeys hisword, truly in this person the love of God has been perfected.
By this we know that we are in him.

6The one who says he resides in God ought himself to walk just as Jesus walked.
7Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old command-

ment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that
you have already heard.

8On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.

9 The one who says he is in the light but still hates his fellow Christian is still in the
darkness.

10The onewho loves his fellow Christian resides in the light, and there is no cause for
stumbling in him.
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11But the onewhohates his fellowChristian is in the darkness, walks in the darkness,
and does not knowwhere he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Words of Reassurance
12 I amwriting to you, little children, that your sins have been forgiven because of his

name.
13 I am writing to you, fathers, that you have known him who has been from the

beginning. I amwriting to you, young people, that you have conquered the evil one.
14 I have written to you, children, that you have known the Father. I have written to

you, fathers, that youhaveknownhimwhohasbeen from thebeginning. I havewritten
to you, young people, that you are strong, and the word of God resides in you, and you
have conquered the evil one.

15Do not love theworld or the things in theworld. If anyone loves theworld, the love
of the Father is not in him,

16because all that is in theworld (the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and
the arrogance produced bymaterial possessions) is not from the Father, but is from the
world.

17And theworld is passing awaywith all its desires, but the personwho does the will
of God remains forever.

Warning About False Teachers
18 Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming, so

nowmany antichrists have appeared. We know from this that it is the last hour.
19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us, because if they had

belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But they went out from us to
demonstrate that all of them do not belong to us.

20Nevertheless you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.
21 I have not written to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it,

and that no lie is of the truth.
22Who is the liar but the person who denies that Jesus is the Christ ? This one is the

antichrist: the person who denies the Father and the Son.
23 Everyone who denies the Son does not have the Father either. The person who

confesses the Son has the Father also.
24As for you, what you have heard from the beginning must remain in you. If what

you heard from the beginning remains in you, you also will remain in the Son and in
the Father.

25Now this is the promise that he himself made to us: eternal life.
26These things I have written to you about those who are trying to deceive you.
27Now as for you, the anointing that you received from him resides in you, and you

have no need for anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things,
it is true and is not a lie. Just as it has taught you, you reside in him.

Children of God
28 And now, little children, remain in him, so that when he appears we may have

confidence and not shrink away from him in shamewhen he comes back.
29 If you know that he is righteous, you also know that everyone who practices

righteousness has been fathered by him.

3
1 (See what sort of love the Father has given to us: that we should be called God’s

children – and indeed we are! For this reason the world does not know us: because
it did not know him.
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2 Dear friends, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet been
revealed. We know that whenever it is revealed we will be like him, because we will
see him just as he is.

3 And everyone who has this hope focused on him purifies himself, just as Jesus is
pure).

4Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; indeed, sin is lawlessness.
5And you know that Jesus was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.
6Everyone who resides in him does not sin; everyone who sins has neither seen him

nor known him.
7 Little children, let no one deceive you: The one who practices righteousness is

righteous, just as Jesus is righteous.
8 The one who practices sin is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from

the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was revealed: to destroy the works of
the devil.

9 Everyone who has been fathered by God does not practice sin, because God’s seed
resides in him, and thus he is not able to sin, because he has been fathered by God.

10By this the childrenofGodand the childrenof thedevil are revealed: Everyonewho
does not practice righteousness – the onewho does not love his fellow Christian – is not
of God.

God Is Love, SoWeMust Love One Another
11 For this is the gospel message that you have heard from the beginning: that we

should love one another,
12not like Cain who was of the evil one and brutally murdered his brother. And why

did hemurder him? Because his deeds were evil, but his brother’s were righteous.
13Therefore do not be surprised, brothers and sisters, if the world hates you.
14We know that we have crossed over from death to life because we love our fellow

Christians. The one who does not love remains in death.
15 Everyone who hates his fellow Christian is a murderer, and you know that no

murderer has eternal life residing in him.
16We have come to know love by this: that Jesus laid down his life for us; thus we

ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians.
17But whoever has the world’s possessions and sees his fellow Christian in need and

shuts off his compassion against him, how can the love of God reside in such a person?
18Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue but in deed and truth.
19And by this wewill know that we are of the truth andwill convince our conscience

in his presence,
20 that if our conscience condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience and

knows all things.
21 Dear friends, if our conscience does not condemn us, we have confidence in the

presence of God,
22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments

and do the things that are pleasing to him.
23Now this is his commandment: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ

and love one another, just as he gave us the commandment.
24And thepersonwhokeepshis commandments resides inGod, andGod inhim. Now

by this we know that God resides in us: by the Spirit he has given us.

4
1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are

from God, becausemany false prophets have gone out into the world.
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2By this youknow the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses Jesus as theChristwho
has come in the flesh is from God,

3 but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God, and this is the spirit of
the antichrist, which you have heard is coming, and now is already in the world.

4You are fromGod, little children, and have conquered them, because the onewho is
in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

5They are from theworld; therefore they speak from theworld’s perspective and the
world listens to them.

6We are from God; the person who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from
God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deceit.

God is Love
7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who

loves has been fathered by God and knows God.
8The person who does not love does not know God, because God is love.
9By this the love of God is revealed in us: that God has sent his one and only Son into

the world so that wemay live through him.
10 In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
11Dear friends, if God so loved us, then we also ought to love one another.
12No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God resides in us, and his

love is perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we reside in God and he in us: in that he has given us of his

Spirit.
14Andwe have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the

world.
15 If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God resides in him and he in God.
16And we have come to know and to believe the love that God has in us. God is love,

and the one who resides in love resides in God, and God resides in him.
17 By this love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of

judgment, because just as Jesus is, so also are we in this world.
18There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to dowith

punishment. The one who fears punishment has not been perfected in love.
19We love because he loved us first.
20 If anyone says “I loveGod”andyet hates his fellowChristian, he is a liar, because the

onewhodoes not love his fellowChristianwhomhehas seen cannot loveGodwhomhe
has not seen.

21Andthecommandmentwehave fromhimis this: that theonewho lovesGodshould
love his fellow Christian too.

5
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been fathered by God, and

everyone who loves the father loves the child fathered by him.
2By this we know that we love the children of God: whenever we love God and obey

his commandments.
3For this is the loveofGod: thatwekeephis commandments. Andhis commandments

do not weigh us down,
4because everyone who has been fathered by God conquers the world.
Testimony About the Son
This is the conquering power that has conquered the world: our faith.
5Now who is the person who has conquered the world except the one who believes

that Jesus is the Son of God?
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6 Jesus Christ is the one who came by water and blood – not by the water only, but by
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the onewho testifies, because the Spirit is the
truth.

7For there are three that testify,
8 the Spirit and the water and the blood, and these three are in agreement.
9 If we accept the testimony ofmen, the testimony of God is greater, because this is the

testimony of God that he has testified concerning his Son.
10 (The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who

does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has testified concerning his Son.)

11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12The onewho has the Son has this eternal life; the onewho does not have the Son of

God does not have this eternal life.
Assurance of Eternal Life

13 I havewritten these things to youwho believe in the name of the Son of God so that
youmay know that you have eternal life.

14And this is the confidence thatwehave before him: thatwheneverwe ask anything
according to his will, he hears us.

15And if we know that he hears us in regard to whatever we ask, then we know that
we have the requests that we have asked from him.

16 If anyoneseeshis fellowChristiancommittinga sinnot resulting indeath, he should
ask, andGodwill grant life to thepersonwhocommits a sinnot resulting indeath. There
is a sin resulting in death. I do not say that he should ask about that.

17All unrighteousness is sin, but there is sin not resulting in death.
18We know that everyone fathered by God does not sin, but God protects the one he

has fathered, and the evil one cannot touch him.
19We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil

one.
20And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us insight to know him

who is true, and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This one is the true
God and eternal life.

21Little children, guard yourselves from idols.
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2 John
Introduction and Thanksgiving

1 From the elder, to an elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth (and not I
alone, but also all those who know the truth),

2because of the truth that resides in us and will be with us forever.
3Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ

the Son of the Father, in truth and love.
4 I rejoiced greatly because I have found some of your children living according to the

truth, just as the Father commanded us.
Warning Against False Teachers

5But now I ask you, lady (not as if I werewriting a new commandment to you, but the
one we have had from the beginning), that we love one another.

6 (Now this is love: that we walk according to his commandments.) This is the
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning; thus you should walk in
it.

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, people who do not confess Jesus
as Christ coming in the flesh. This person is the deceiver and the antichrist!

8Watch out, so that you do not lose the things we have worked for, but receive a full
reward.

9Everyonewho goes on ahead and does not remain in the teaching of Christ does not
have God. The one who remains in this teaching has both the Father and the Son.

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into
your house and do not give him any greeting,

11because the person who gives him a greeting shares in his evil deeds.
Conclusion

12Though I havemany other things to write to you, I do not want to do so with paper
and ink, but I hope to come visit you and speak face to face, so that our joy may be
complete.

13The children of your elect sister greet you.
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3 John
Introduction and Thanksgiving

1From the elder, to Gaius my dear brother, whom I love in truth.
2Dear friend, I pray that all may gowell with you and that youmay be in good health,

just as it is well with your soul.
3For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, just as you

are living according to the truth.
4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are living according to the

truth.
The Charge to Gaius

5Dear friend, youdemonstrate faithfulnessbywhateveryoudo for thebrothers (even
though they are strangers).

6They have testified to your love before the church. Youwill do well to send them on
their way in amanner worthy of God.

7 For they have gone forth on behalf of “The Name,” accepting nothing from the
pagans.

8 Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we become coworkers in
cooperation with the truth.

Diotrephes the Troublemaker
9 I wrote something to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them,

does not acknowledge us.
10 Therefore, if I come, I will call attention to the deeds he is doing – the bringing of

unjustified charges against us with evil words! And not being content with that, he not
only refuses towelcome the brothers himself, but hinders the peoplewhowant to do so
and throws them out of the church!

11Dear friend, do not imitate what is bad but what is good. The one who does good is
of God; the one who does what is bad has not seen God.

Worthy Demetrius
12Demetrius has been testified to by all, evenby the truth itself. Wealso testify to him,

and you know that our testimony is true.
Conclusion

13 I have many things to write to you, but I do not wish to write to you with pen and
ink.

14But I hope to see you right away, and wewill speak face to face. Peace be with you.
The friends here greet you. Greet the friends there by name.
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Jude
Salutation

1 From Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who are called,
wrapped in the love of God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ.

2Maymercy, peace, and love be lavished on you!
Condemnation of the False Teachers

3 Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you about our common
salvation, I now feel compelled instead to write to encourage you to contend earnestly
for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.

4 For certain men have secretly slipped in among you – men who long ago were
marked out for the condemnation I am about to describe – ungodly men who have
turned the grace of our God into a license for evil and who deny our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ.

5Now Idesire to remindyou (even thoughyouhavebeen fully informedof these facts
once for all ) that Jesus, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, later destroyed
those who did not believe.

6 You also know that the angels who did not keep within their proper domain but
abandoned their ownplace of residence, hehas kept in eternal chains inutter darkness,
locked up for the judgment of the great Day.

7 So also Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighboring towns, since they indulged in
sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire in a way similar to these angels, are
now displayed as an example by suffering the punishment of eternal fire.

8Yet thesemen, as a result of their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, and insult
the glorious ones.

9But evenwhenMichael the archangel was arguingwith the devil and debatingwith
him concerning Moses’ body, he did not dare to bring a slanderous judgment, but said,
“May the Lord rebuke you!”

10 But these men do not understand the things they slander, and they are being de-
stroyed by the very things that, like irrational animals, they instinctively comprehend.

11Woe to them! For they have traveled down Cain’s path, and because of greed have
abandoned themselves to Balaam’s error; hence, they will certainly perish in Korah’s
rebellion.

12 These men are dangerous reefs at your love feasts, feasting without reverence,
feeding only themselves. They are waterless clouds, carried along by the winds;
autumn trees without fruit – twice dead, uprooted;

13wild seawaves, spewing out the foam of their shame; wayward stars for whom the
utter depths of eternal darkness have been reserved.

14NowEnoch, the seventh indescent beginningwithAdam, evenprophesied of them,
saying, “Look! The Lord is coming with thousands and thousands of his holy ones,

15 to execute judgment on all, and to convict every person of all their thoroughly
ungodly deeds that they have committed, and of all the harsh words that ungodly
sinners have spoken against him.”

16 These people are grumblers and fault-finders who go wherever their desires lead
them, and they give bombastic speeches, enchanting folks for their own gain.

Exhortation to the Faithful
17 But you, dear friends – recall the predictions foretold by the apostles of our Lord

Jesus Christ.
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18 For they said to you, “In the end time there will come scoffers, propelled by their
own ungodly desires.”

19These people are divisive, worldly, devoid of the Spirit.
20But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in yourmost holy faith, by praying

in the Holy Spirit,
21maintain yourselves in the love of God, while anticipating the mercy of our Lord

Jesus Christ that brings eternal life.
22And havemercy on those whowaver;
23 save others by snatching them out of the fire; have mercy on others, coupled with

a fear of God, hating even the clothes stained by the flesh.
Final Blessing

24 Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling, and to cause you to stand,
rejoicing, without blemish before his glorious presence,

25 to the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power,
and authority, before all time, and now, and for all eternity. Amen.
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Revelation
The Prologue

1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must
happen very soon. Hemade it clear by sending his angel to his servant John,

2who then testified to everything that he saw concerning the word of God and the
testimony about Jesus Christ.

3Blessed is the onewho reads thewords of this prophecy aloud, andblessed are those
who hear and obey the things written in it, because the time is near!

4From John, to the seven churches that are in theprovince ofAsia: Grace andpeace to
you from “hewho is,” andwhowas, andwho is still to come, and from the seven spirits
who are before his throne,

5 and from Jesus Christ – the faithful witness, the firstborn from among the dead, the
ruler over the kings of the earth. To the one who loves us and has set us free from our
sins at the cost of his own blood

6and has appointed us as a kingdom, as priests serving his God and Father – to himbe
the glory and the power for ever and ever! Amen.
7 (Look! He is returningwith the clouds,
and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him,
and all the tribes on the earth will mourn because of him.
This will certainly come to pass! Amen.)

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God – the one who is, and who was,
and who is still to come – the All-Powerful!

9 I, John, your brother and the one who shares with you in the persecution, kingdom,
and endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word
of God and the testimony about Jesus.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day when I heard behind me a loud voice like a
trumpet,

11saying: “Write inabookwhatyouseeandsend it to the sevenchurches – toEphesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see whose voice was speaking to me, and when I did so, I saw seven
golden lampstands,

13 and in the midst of the lampstands was one like a son of man. He was dressed in a
robe extending down to his feet and he wore a wide golden belt around his chest.

14His head and hair were as white as wool, even as white as snow, and his eyes were
like a fiery flame.

15His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the
roar of many waters.

16He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp double-edged sword extended
out of his mouth. His face shone like the sun shining at full strength.

17When I sawhim I fell down at his feet as though Iwere dead, but he placed his right
hand onme and said: “Do not be afraid! I am the first and the last,

18and the onewho lives! I was dead, but look, now I amalive – forever and ever – and
I hold the keys of death and of Hades!

19Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will be after these things.
20Themystery of the seven stars that you saw inmy right hand and the seven golden

lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.
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2
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write the following:
“This is the solemnpronouncement of the onewhohas afirmgrasp on the seven stars

in his right hand – the one whowalks among the seven golden lampstands:
2 ‘I know your works as well as your labor and steadfast endurance, and that you

cannot tolerate evil. You have even put to the test those who refer to themselves as
apostles (but are not), and have discovered that they are false.

3 I am also aware that you have persisted steadfastly, endured much for the sake of
my name, and have not grownweary.

4But I have this against you: You have departed from your first love!
5Therefore, remember fromwhathigh state youhave fallenandrepent! Do thedeeds

you did at the first; if not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place
– that is, if you do not repent.

6But youdohave this going for you: Youhatewhat theNicolaitans practice –practices
I also hate.

7The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the
onewho conquers, I will permit him to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of
God.’

To the Church in Smyrna
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who is the first and the last, the one

whowas dead, but came to life:
9 ‘I know the distress you are suffering and your poverty (but you are rich). I also

know the slander against you by thosewho call themselves Jews and really are not, but
are a synagogue of Satan.

10 Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. The devil is about to have
some of you thrown into prison so youmay be tested, and youwill experience suffering
for ten days. Remain faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown
that is life itself.

11 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The
one who conquers will in no way be harmed by the second death.’

To the Church in Pergamum
12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamumwrite the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has the sharp double-edged

sword:
13 ‘I know where you live – where Satan’s throne is. Yet you continue to cling to my

name and you have not denied your faith inme, even in the days of Antipas,my faithful
witness, who was killed in your city where Satan lives.

14 But I have a few things against you: You have some people there who follow the
teaching of Balaam, who instructed Balak to put a stumbling block before the people of
Israel so they would eat food sacrificed to idols and commit sexual immorality.

15 In the same way, there are also some among you who follow the teaching of the
Nicolaitans.

16 Therefore, repent! If not, I will come against you quickly and make war against
those people with the sword of mymouth.

17 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
the one who conquers, I will give him some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a
white stone, and on that stone will be written a new name that no one can understand
except the one who receives it.’

To the Church in Thyatira
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18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira writethe following:
“ This is the solemn pronouncement of the Son of God, the one who has eyes like a

fiery flame andwhose feet are like polished bronze:
19 ‘I know your deeds: your love, faith, service, and steadfast endurance. In fact, your

more recent deeds are greater than your earlier ones.
20 But I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a

prophetess, andbyher teachingdeceivesmy servants to commit sexual immorality and
to eat food sacrificed to idols.

21 I have given her time to repent, but she is not willing to repent of her sexual
immorality.

22 Look! I am throwing her onto a bed of violent illness, and those who commit
adultery with her into terrible suffering, unless they repent of her deeds.

23 Furthermore, I will strike her followers with a deadly disease, and then all the
churches will know that I am the onewho searchesminds and hearts. I will repay each
one of you what your deeds deserve.

24But to the rest of you in Thyatira, all who do not hold to this teaching (who have not
learned the so-called “deep secrets of Satan”), to you I say: I do not put any additional
burden on you.

25However, hold on to what you have until I come.
26And to the one who conquers and who continues in my deeds until the end, I will

give him authority over the nations –
27 hewill rule themwith an iron rod*
and like clay jars he will break them to pieces,

28 just as I have received the right to rule from my Father – and I will give him the
morning star.

29The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

3
1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the onewho holds the seven spirits of God and

the seven stars: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a reputation that you are alive, but
in reality you are dead.

2Wake up then, and strengthen what remains that was about to die, because I have
not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God.

3Therefore, remember what you received and heard, and obey it, and repent. If you
do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will never know at what hour I will
come against you.

4But youhavea few individuals in Sardiswhohavenot stained their clothes, and they
will walk withme dressed in white, because they are worthy.

5The one who conquers will be dressed like them in white clothing, and I will never
erase his name from the book of life, but will declare his name before my Father and
before his angels.

6The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
To the Church in Philadelphia

7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Holy One, the True One, who holds the key

of David, who opens doors no one can shut, and shuts doors no one can open:
8 ‘I know your deeds. (Look! I have put in front of you an open door that no one can

shut.) I know that you have little strength, but you have obeyedmyword and have not
deniedmy name.
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9Listen! I am going tomake those people from the synagogue of Satan –who say they
are Jews yet are not, but are lying – Look, I will make them come and bow down at your
feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.

10 Because you have kept my admonition to endure steadfastly, I will also keep you
from the hour of testing that is about to come on the whole world to test those who live
on the earth.

11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have so that no one can take away your
crown.

12 The one who conquers I will make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will
never depart from it. I will write on him the name ofmyGod and the name of the city of
myGod (the new Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven frommyGod), andmy new
name as well.

13The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
To the Church in Laodicea

14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the

originator of God’s creation:
15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either cold

or hot!
16So because you are lukewarm, andneither hot nor cold, I amgoing to vomit you out

of mymouth!
17Because you say, “I am rich andhave acquired greatwealth, andneednothing,” but

do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked,
18 take my advice and buy gold fromme refined by fire so you can become rich! Buy

frommewhite clothing so you can be clothed and your shameful nakednesswill not be
exposed, and buy eye salve to put on your eyes so you can see!

19All those I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent!
20Listen! I amstandingat thedoor andknocking! If anyonehearsmyvoice andopens

the door I will come into his home and share ameal with him, and he withme.
21 I will grant the one who conquers permission to sit with me onmy throne, just as I

too conquered and sat downwithmy Father on his throne.
22The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ”

4
1After these things I looked, and there was a door standing open in heaven! And the

first voice I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet said: “Come up here so that I can
show youwhat must happen after these things.”

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit, and a thronewas standing in heavenwith someone
seated on it!

3And the one seated on itwas like jasper and carnelian in appearance, and a rainbow
looking like it was made of emerald encircled the throne.

4 In a circle around the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on those
thrones were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white clothing and had golden
crowns on their heads.

5 From the throne came out flashes of lightning and roaring and crashes of thunder.
Seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God, were burning in front of the
throne

6and in front of the throne was something like a sea of glass, like crystal.
In the middle of the throne and around the throne were four living creatures full of

eyes in front and in back.
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7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second creature like an ox, the third
creature had a face like aman’s, and the fourth creature looked like an eagle flying.

8 Each one of the four living creatures had six wings and was full of eyes all around
and inside. They never rest day or night, saying:
“Holy Holy Holy is the Lord God, the All-Powerful,
Whowas andwho is, and who is still to come!”

9Andwhenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the one who sits
on the throne, who lives forever and ever,

10 the twenty-four elders throw themselves to the ground before the one who sits on
the throne andworship the onewho lives forever and ever, and they offer their crowns
before his throne, saying:
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
since you created all things,
and because of your will they existed andwere created!”

5
1Then I saw in the right hand of the onewhowas seated on the throne a scrollwritten

on the front and back and sealed with seven seals.
2And I saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud voice: “Who is worthy to open the

scroll and to break its seals?”
3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or

look into it.
4 So I began weeping bitterly because no one was found who was worthy to open the

scroll or to look into it.
5Thenoneof the elders said tome, “Stopweeping! Look, theLionof the tribe of Judah,

the root of David, has conquered; thus he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
6Then I saw standing in themiddle of the throne and of the four living creatures, and

in the middle of the elders, a Lamb that appeared to have been killed. He had seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

7Then he came and took the scroll from the right hand of the one whowas seated on
the throne,

8 and when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders threw themselves to the ground before the Lamb. Each of them had a harp and
golden bowls full of incense (which are the prayers of the saints).

9They were singing a new song:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals
because you were killed,
and at the cost of your own blood you have purchased for God
persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation.
10 You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will

reign on the earth.”
11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels in a circle around the throne, as

well as the living creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten
thousand – thousands times thousands –

12all of whomwere singing in a loud voice:
“Worthy is the lambwhowas killed
to receive power andwealth
and wisdom andmight
and honor and glory and praise!”
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13Then I heard every creature – in heaven, on earth, under the earth, in the sea, and
all that is in them – singing:
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!”

14And the four living creatureswere saying “Amen,” and the elders threw themselves
to the ground andworshiped.

6
1 I looked on when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the

four living creatures saying with a thunderous voice, “Come!”
2 So I looked, and here came a white horse! The one who rode it had a bow, and he

was given a crown, and as a conqueror he rode out to conquer.
3 Then when the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature

saying, “Come!”
4 And another horse, fiery red, came out, and the one who rode it was granted

permission to take peace from the earth, so that peoplewould butcher one another, and
he was given a huge sword.

5Then when the Lamb opened the third seal I heard the third living creature saying,
“Come!” So I looked, and here came a black horse! The one who rode it had a balance
scale in his hand.

6Then I heard something like a voice from among the four living creatures saying, “A
quart of wheat will cost a day’s pay and three quarts of barley will cost a day’s pay. But
do not damage the olive oil and the wine!”

7 Then when the Lamb opened the fourth seal I heard the voice of the fourth living
creature saying, “Come!”

8 So I looked and here came a pale green horse! The name of the one who rode it was
Death, andHades followed right behind. Theywere given authority over a fourth of the
earth, to kill its populationwith the sword, famine, anddisease, andby thewild animals
of the earth.

9Now when the Lamb opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those
who had been violently killed because of theword of God and because of the testimony
they had given.

10They criedoutwitha loudvoice, “Howlong, SovereignMaster, holy and true, before
you judge those who live on the earth and avenge our blood?”

11Eachof themwasgivena longwhite robeand theywere told to rest fora little longer,
until the full numberwas reached of both their fellow servants and their brothers who
were going to be killed just as they had been.

12 Then I looked when the Lamb opened the sixth seal, and a huge earthquake took
place; the sun became as black as sackcloth made of hair, and the full moon became
blood red;

13and the stars in the sky fell to the earth like a fig tree dropping its unripe figs when
shaken by a fierce wind.

14The skywas split apart like a scroll being rolled up, and everymountain and island
wasmoved from its place.

15 Then the kings of the earth, the very important people, the generals, the rich, the
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the
rocks of themountains.

16 They said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face
of the one who is seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb,

17because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to withstand it?”
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7
1After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back

the four winds of the earth so no wind could blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any
tree.

2Then I sawanother angel ascending from theeast,whohad the seal of the livingGod.
He shouted out with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given permission to
damage the earth and the sea:

3 “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees until we have put a seal on the
foreheads of the servants of our God.”

4Now I heard the number of those whoweremarkedwith the seal, one hundred and
forty-four thousand, sealed from all the tribes of the people of Israel:
5From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand,
6 from the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Naphtali, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand,
7 from the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand,
8 from the tribe of Zebulun, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.

9 After these things I looked, and here was an enormous crowd that no one could
count, made up of persons from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb dressed in long white robes, and with palm
branches in their hands.

10They were shouting out in a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God,
to the one seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11And all the angels stood there in a circle around the throne and around the elders
and the four living creatures, and they threw themselves down with their faces to the
ground before the throne andworshiped God,

12 saying,
“Amen! Praise and glory,
and wisdom and thanksgiving,
and honor and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

13Then one of the elders askedme, “These dressed in longwhite robes –who are they
andwhere have they come from?”

14 So I said to him, “My lord, you know the answer.” Then he said to me, “These are
the oneswho have come out of the great tribulation. They havewashed their robes and
made themwhite in the blood of the Lamb!

15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and they serve himday and night
in his temple, and the one seated on the throne will shelter them.

16 Theywill never gohungry or be thirsty again, and the sunwill not beat downon them,
nor any burning heat,

17because the Lamb in themiddle of the thronewill shepherd them and lead them to
springs of living water, and Godwill wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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8
1Nowwhen the Lamb opened the seventh seal there was silence in heaven for about

half an hour.
2Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given

to them.
3Another angel holding a golden censer came and was stationed at the altar. A large

amount of incensewas given to him to offer up, with the prayers of all the saints, on the
golden altar that is before the throne.

4The smoke coming from the incense, along with the prayers of the saints, ascended
before God from the angel’s hand.

5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it on
the earth, and there were crashes of thunder, roaring, flashes of lightning, and an
earthquake.

6Now the seven angels holding the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.
7The first angel blew his trumpet, and there was hail and fire mixed with blood, and

it was thrown at the earth so that a third of the earthwas burned up, a third of the trees
were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.

8 Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain of
burning fire was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea became blood,

9 and a third of the creatures living in the sea died, and a third of the ships were
completely destroyed.

10Then the third angel blewhis trumpet, andahuge star burning like a torch fell from
the sky; it landed on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water.

11 (Now the name of the star is Wormwood.) So a third of the waters became
wormwood, andmany people died from these waters because they were poisoned.

12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a
third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. And
there was no light for a third of the day and for a third of the night likewise.

13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying directly overhead, proclaiming with a
loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to those who live on the earth because of the remaining
sounds of the trumpets of the three angels who are about to blow them!”

9
1 Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky

to the earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the abyss.
2He opened the shaft of the abyss and smoke rose out of it like smoke from a giant

furnace. The sun and the air were darkened with smoke from the shaft.
3Then out of the smoke came locusts onto the earth, and they were given power like

that of the scorpions of the earth.
4They were told not to damage the grass of the earth, or any green plant or tree, but

only those people who did not have the seal of God on their forehead.
5The locusts were not given permission to kill them, but only to torture them for five

months, and their torture was like that of a scorpion when it stings a person.
6 In those days people will seek death, but will not be able to find it; they will long to

die, but death will flee from them.
7 Now the locusts looked like horses equipped for battle. On their heads were

something like crowns similar to gold, and their faces looked like men’s faces.
8They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth.
9 They had breastplates like iron breastplates, and the sound of their wings was like

the noise of many horse-drawn chariots charging into battle.
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10Theyhave tails and stingers like scorpions, and their ability to injure people for five
months is in their tails.

11 They have as king over them the angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is
Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.

12The first woe has passed, but two woes are still coming after these things!
13Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a single voice coming from the

horns on the golden altar that is before God,
14 saying to the sixth angel, the one holding the trumpet, “Set free the four angelswho

are bound at the great river Euphrates!”
15 Then the four angels who had been prepared for this hour, day, month, and year

were set free to kill a third of humanity.
16 The number of soldiers on horseback was two hundred million; I heard their

number.
17Now this iswhat the horses and their riders looked like inmyvision: The riders had

breastplates that were fiery red, dark blue, and sulfurous yellow in color. The heads of
thehorses looked like lions’heads, andfire, smoke, and sulfur cameout of theirmouths.

18A third of humanitywas killed by these three plagues, that is, by the fire, the smoke,
and the sulfur that came out of their mouths.

19For the power of the horses resides in their mouths and in their tails, because their
tails are like snakes, having heads that inflict injuries.

20 The rest of humanity, who had not been killed by these plagues, did not repent of
the works of their hands, so that they did not stop worshiping demons and idols made
of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood – idols that cannot see or hear or walk about.

21 Furthermore, they did not repent of their murders, of their magic spells, of their
sexual immorality, or of their stealing.

10
1 Then I saw another powerful angel descending from heaven, wrapped in a cloud,

with a rainbow above his head; his facewas like the sun and his legswere like pillars of
fire.

2He held in his hand a little scroll that was open, and he put his right foot on the sea
and his left on the land.

3Then he shouted in a loud voice like a lion roaring, and when he shouted, the seven
thunders sounded their voices.

4When the seven thunders spoke, I was preparing to write, but just then I heard a
voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders spoke and do not write it
down.”

5 Then the angel I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to
heaven

6 and swore by the one who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is
in it, and the earth andwhat is in it, and the sea andwhat is in it, “Therewill be nomore
delay!

7But in the days when the seventh angel is about to blow his trumpet, the mystery of
God is completed, just as he has proclaimed to his servants the prophets.”

8 Then the voice I had heard from heaven began to speak to me again, “Go and take
the open scroll in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.”

9So I went to the angel and asked him to giveme the little scroll. He said tome, “Take
the scroll and eat it. It will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in
yourmouth.”

10So I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it, and it did taste as sweet as
honey inmymouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.
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11 Then they told me: “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations,
languages, and kings.”

11
1 Then a measuring rod like a staff was given to me, and I was told, “Get up and

measure the temple of God, and the altar, and the ones whoworship there.
2 But do not measure the outer courtyard of the temple; leave it out, because it has

been given to the Gentiles, and they will trample on the holy city for forty-twomonths.
3And I will grant my two witnesses authority to prophesy for 1,260 days, dressed in

sackcloth.
4 (These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of

the earth.)
5 If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their mouths and completely

consumes their enemies. If anyone wants to harm them, theymust be killed this way.
6These two have the power to close up the sky so that it does not rain during the time

they are prophesying. They have power to turn the waters to blood and to strike the
earth with every kind of plague whenever they want.

7When they have completed their testimony, the beast that comes up from the abyss
will make war on them and conquer them and kill them.

8Their corpses will lie in the street of the great city that is symbolically called Sodom
and Egypt, where their Lord was also crucified.

9 For three and a half days those from every people, tribe, nation, and language will
look at their corpses, because they will not permit them to be placed in a tomb.

10And thosewho live on the earthwill rejoice over them and celebrate, even sending
gifts to each other, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the
earth.

11 But after three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they
stood on their feet, and tremendous fear seized those whowere watching them.

12Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them: “Come up here!” So the
two prophets went up to heaven in a cloud while their enemies stared at them.

13 Just then a major earthquake took place and a tenth of the city collapsed; seven
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave
glory to the God of heaven.

14The second woe has come and gone; the third is coming quickly.
The Seventh Trumpet

15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven
saying:
“The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ,
and he will reign for ever and ever.”

16 Then the twenty-four elders who are seated on their thrones before God threw
themselves downwith their faces to the ground andworshiped God

17with these words:
“We give you thanks, Lord God, the All-Powerful,
the one who is and whowas,
because you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.
18The nations were enraged,
but your wrath has come,
and the time has come for the dead to be judged,
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and the time has come to give to your servants,
the prophets, their reward,
as well as to the saints
and to those who revere your name, both small and great,
and the time has come to destroy those who destroy the earth.”

19 Then the temple of God in heaven was opened and the ark of his covenant was
visible within his temple. And there were flashes of lightning, roaring, crashes of
thunder, an earthquake, and a great hailstorm.

12
1Then a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and with the

moon under her feet, and on her head was a crown of twelve stars.
2 She was pregnant and was screaming in labor pains, struggling to give birth.
3Then another sign appeared in heaven: a huge red dragon that had seven heads and

ten horns, and on its heads were seven diadem crowns.
4Now the dragon’s tail swept away a third of the stars in heaven and hurled them to

the earth. Then the dragon stood before thewomanwhowas about to give birth, so that
hemight devour her child as soon as it was born.

5 So the woman gave birth to a son, a male child, who is going to rule over all the
nations with an iron rod. Her child was suddenly caught up to God and to his throne,

6and she fled into thewildernesswhere a place had been prepared for her by God, so
she could be taken care of for 1,260 days.

War in Heaven
7 Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon,

and the dragon and his angels fought back.
8But the dragon was not strong enough to prevail, so there was no longer any place

left in heaven for him and his angels.
9 So that huge dragon – the ancient serpent, the one called the devil and Satan, who

deceives the whole world – was thrown down to the earth, and his angels along with
him.

10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying,
“The salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God,
and the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come,
because the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
the one who accuses them day and night before our God,
has been thrown down.
11But they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony,
and they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die.
12Therefore you heavens rejoice, and all who reside in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea
because the devil has come down to you!
He is filled with terrible anger,
for he knows that he only has a little time!”

13 Now when the dragon realized that he had been thrown down to the earth, he
pursued the womanwho had given birth to themale child.

14 But the woman was given the two wings of a giant eagle so that she could fly out
into thewilderness, to the place God prepared for her, where she is taken care of – away
from the presence of the serpent – for a time, times, and half a time.
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15Then the serpent spoutedwater like a river out of hismouth after thewoman in an
attempt to sweep her away by a flood,

16 but the earth came to her rescue; the ground opened up and swallowed the river
that the dragon had spewed from his mouth.

17 So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went away to make war on the
rest of her children, those who keep God’s commandments and hold to the testimony
about Jesus. And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore.

13
1Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, and

on its horns were ten diadem crowns, and on its heads a blasphemous name.
2Now the beast that I saw was like a leopard, but its feet were like a bear’s, and its

mouth was like a lion’s mouth. The dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, and
great authority to rule.

3Oneof thebeast’sheadsappeared tohavebeenkilled, but the lethalwoundhadbeen
healed. And the whole world followed the beast in amazement;

4 they worshiped the dragon because he had given ruling authority to the beast, and
theyworshiped the beast too, saying: “Who is like the beast?” and “Who is able tomake
war against him?”

5 The beast was given a mouth speaking proud words and blasphemies, and he was
permitted to exercise ruling authority for forty-twomonths.

6 So the beast opened his mouth to blaspheme against God – to blaspheme both his
name and his dwelling place, that is, those who dwell in heaven.

7 The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and conquer them. He was
given ruling authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation,

8 and all those who live on the earth will worship the beast, everyone whose name
has not been written since the foundation of the world in the book of life belonging to
the Lambwhowas killed.

9 If anyone has an ear, he had better listen!
10 If anyone is meant for captivity,
into captivity he will go.
If anyone is to be killed by the sword,
then by the sword hemust be killed.
This requires steadfast endurance and faith from the saints.
11Then I saw another beast coming up from the earth. He had two horns like a lamb,

but was speaking like a dragon.
12He exercised all the ruling authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the

earth and those who inhabit it worship the first beast, the onewhose lethal wound had
been healed.

13Heperformedmomentous signs, evenmakingfire comedownfromheaven in front
of people

14 and, by the signs he was permitted to perform on behalf of the beast, he deceived
thosewho live on the earth. He told thosewho live on the earth tomake an image to the
beast who had been wounded by the sword, but still lived.

15The second beast was empowered to give life to the image of the first beast so that
it could speak, and could cause all those who did not worship the image of the beast to
be killed.

16He also caused everyone (small and great, rich and poor, free and slave ) to obtain
amark on their right hand or on their forehead.

17Thus no one was allowed to buy or sell things unless he bore the mark of the beast
– that is, his name or his number.
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18This calls for wisdom: Let the onewho has insight calculate the beast’s number, for
it is man’s number, and his number is 666.

14
1Then I looked, and here was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with himwere

onehundred and forty-four thousand,whohadhis nameandhis Father’s namewritten
on their foreheads.

2 I also heard a sound comingout of heaven like the soundofmanywaters and like the
sound of loud thunder. Now the sound I heard was like that made by harpists playing
their harps,

3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and the elders. No one was able to learn the song except the one hundred
and forty-four thousand who had been redeemed from the earth.

4 These are the ones who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are
virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These were
redeemed from humanity as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb,

5and no lie was found on their lips; they are blameless.
Three Angels and ThreeMessages

6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, and he had an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who live on the earth – to every nation, tribe, language, and people.

7He declared in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has arrived, and worship the one who made heaven and earth, the sea and
the springs of water!”

8A second angel followed the first, declaring: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great city!
Shemade all the nations drink of the wine of her immoral passion.”

9A third angel followed the first two, declaring in a loud voice: “If anyone worships
the beast and his image, and takes themark on his forehead or his hand,

10 that personwill also drinkof thewineofGod’s anger that hasbeenmixedundiluted
in the cup of his wrath, and he will be tortured with fire and sulfur in front of the holy
angels and in front of the Lamb.

11 And the smoke from their torture will go up forever and ever, and those who
worship the beast and his image will have no rest day or night, along with anyone who
receives themark of his name.”

12 This requires the steadfast endurance of the saints – those who obey God’s com-
mandments and hold to their faith in Jesus.

13Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:
‘Blessed are the dead,
those who die in the Lord from this moment on!’ ”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hardwork, because their deeds will
follow them.”

14 Then I looked, and a white cloud appeared, and seated on the cloud was one like a
son ofman! He had a golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.

15 Then another angel came out of the temple, shouting in a loud voice to the one
seated on the cloud, “Use your sickle and start to reap, because the time to reap has
come, since the earth’s harvest is ripe!”

16 So the one seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was
reaped.

17Thenanother angel cameout of the temple inheaven, andhe toohada sharp sickle.
18Another angel, who was in charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a

loud voice to the angel who had the sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and gather the
clusters of grapes off the vine of the earth, because its grapes are now ripe.”
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19 So the angel swung his sickle over the earth and gathered the grapes from the
vineyard of the earth and tossed them into the great winepress of the wrath of God.

20 Then the winepress was stomped outside the city, and blood poured out of the
winepress up to theheight of horses’bridles for a distance of almost twohundredmiles.

15
1 Then I saw another great and astounding sign in heaven: seven angels who have

seven final plagues (they are final because in them God’s anger is completed).
2 Then I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had

conquered the beast and his image and the number of his name. They were standing
by the sea of glass, holding harps given to them by God.

3They sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb:
“Great and astounding are your deeds,
Lord God, the All-Powerful!
Just and true are your ways,
King over the nations!
4Whowill not fear you, O Lord,
and glorify your name, because you alone are holy?
All nations will come andworship before you
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

5After these things I looked, and the temple (the tent of the testimony) was opened in
heaven,

6 and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out of the temple, dressed in
clean bright linen, wearing wide golden belts around their chests.

7Thenone of the four living creatures gave the seven angels seven goldenbowls filled
with the wrath of God who lives forever and ever,

8 and the temple was filled with smoke from God’s glory and from his power. Thus
no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues from the seven angels were
completed.

16
1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple declaring to the seven angels: “Go and

pour out on the earth the seven bowls containing God’s wrath.”
2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth. Then ugly and painful

sores appeared on the people who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his
image.

3Next, the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea and it turned into blood, like
that of a corpse, and every living creature that was in the sea died.

4Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and the springs of water, and
they turned into blood.

5Now I heard the angel of the waters saying:
“You are just – the one who is and whowas,
the Holy One – because you have passed these judgments,
6because they poured out the blood of your saints and prophets,
so you have given them blood to drink. They got what they deserved!”

7 Then I heard the altar reply, “Yes, Lord God, the All-Powerful, your judgments are
true and just!”

8Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and itwas permitted to scorch
people with fire.
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9 Thus people were scorched by the terrible heat, yet they blasphemed the name of
God, who has ruling authority over these plagues, and they would not repent and give
him glory.

10Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast so that darkness
covered his kingdom, and people began to bite their tongues because of their pain.

11Theyblasphemed theGodofheavenbecauseof their sufferingsandbecauseof their
sores, but nevertheless they still refused to repent of their deeds.

12Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates and dried up
its water to prepare the way for the kings from the east.

13 Then I saw three unclean spirits that looked like frogs coming out of the mouth of
the dragon, out of themouth of the beast, and out of themouth of the false prophet.

14 For they are the spirits of the demons performing signs who go out to the kings of
the earth to bring them together for the battle that will take place on the great day of
God, the All-Powerful.
15 (Look! I will come like a thief!
Blessed is the one who stays alert and does not lose his clothes so that he will not have

to walk around naked and his shameful condition be seen.)
16 Now the spirits gathered the kings and their armies to the place that is called

Armageddon in Hebrew.
17Finally the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air and a loud voice cameout

of the temple from the throne, saying: “It is done!”
18Then therewereflashesof lightning, roaring, andcrashesof thunder, and therewas

a tremendous earthquake – an earthquake unequaled since humanity has been on the
earth, so tremendous was that earthquake.

19 The great city was split into three parts and the cities of the nations collapsed. So
Babylon the great was remembered before God, and was given the cup filled with the
winemade of God’s furious wrath.

20Every island fled away and nomountains could be found.
21And gigantic hailstones, weighing about a hundred pounds each, fell from heaven

on people, but they blasphemed God because of the plague of hail, since it was so
horrendous.

17
1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke to me.

“Come,” he said, “I will show you the condemnation and punishment of the great
prostitute who sits onmanywaters,

2 with whom the kings of the earth committed sexual immorality and the earth’s
inhabitants got drunk with the wine of her immorality.”

3So he carriedme away in the Spirit to a wilderness, and there I saw awoman sitting
on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten
horns.

4Now thewomanwas dressed in purple and scarlet clothing, and adornedwith gold,
precious stones, and pearls. She held in her hand a golden cup filled with detestable
things and unclean things from her sexual immorality.

5On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the Mother of
prostitutes and of the detestable things of the earth.”

6 I saw that the womanwas drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood of those
who testified to Jesus. I was greatly astounded when I saw her.

7 But the angel said to me, “Why are you astounded? I will interpret for you the
mystery of the woman and of the beast with the seven heads and ten horns that carries
her.
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8The beast you sawwas, and is not, but is about to come up from the abyss and then
go to destruction. The inhabitants of the earth – all those whose names have not been
written in the book of life since the foundation of the world – will be astounded when
they see that the beast was, and is not, but is to come.

9 (This requires a mind that has wisdom.) The seven heads are seven mountains the
woman sits on. They are also seven kings:

10fivehave fallen; one is, and the other has not yet come, butwhenever he does come,
hemust remain for only a brief time.

11The beast that was, and is not, is himself an eighth king and yet is one of the seven,
and is going to destruction.

12The ten horns that you saw are ten kingswho have not yet received a kingdom, but
will receive ruling authority as kings with the beast for one hour.

13These kings have a single intent, and theywill give their power and authority to the
beast.

14 They will make war with the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them, because he
is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those accompanying the Lamb are the called,
chosen, and faithful.”

15Then the angel said tome, “Thewaters you saw (where the prostitute is seated) are
peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages.

16The ten horns that you saw, and the beast – these will hate the prostitute andmake
her desolate and naked. They will consume her flesh and burn her up with fire.

17 For God has put into their minds to carry out his purpose by making a decision to
give their royal power to the beast until the words of God are fulfilled.

18As for the woman you saw, she is the great city that has sovereignty over the kings
of the earth.”

18
1After these things I saw another angel, who possessed great authority, coming down

out of heaven, and the earth was lit up by his radiance.
2He shouted with a powerful voice:

“Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great!
She has become a lair for demons,
a haunt for every unclean spirit,
a haunt for every unclean bird,
a haunt for every unclean and detested beast.
3For all the nations have fallen from
the wine of her immoral passion,
and the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality with her,
and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich from the power of her sensual

behavior.”
4Then I heard another voice fromheaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, so you

will not take part in her sins and so you will not receive her plagues,
5because her sins have piled up all the way to heaven and God has remembered her

crimes.
6 Repay her the same way she repaid others; pay her back double corresponding to

her deeds. In the cup shemixed, mix double the amount for her.
7 As much as she exalted herself and lived in sensual luxury, to this extent give her

torment and grief because she said to herself, ‘I rule as queen and am no widow; I will
never experience grief!’
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8For this reason, she will experience her plagues in a single day: disease, mourning,
and famine, and she will be burned down with fire, because the Lord God who judges
her is powerful!”

9 Then the kings of the earth who committed immoral acts with her and lived in
sensual luxury with her will weep and wail for her when they see the smoke from the
fire that burns her up.

10They will stand a long way off because they are afraid of her torment, and will say,
“Woe, woe, O great city,
Babylon the powerful city!
For in a single hour your doom has come!”

11Then themerchants of the earthwill weep andmourn for her because no one buys
their cargo any longer –

12 cargo such as gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk,
scarlet cloth, all sorts of things made of citron wood, all sorts of objects made of ivory,
all sorts of things made of expensive wood, bronze, iron andmarble,

13 cinnamon, spice, incense, perfumed ointment, frankincense, wine, olive oil and
costly flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and four-wheeled carriages, slaves and
human lives.
14 (The ripe fruit you greatly desired
has gone from you,
and all your luxury and splendor
have gone from you –
they will never ever be found again!)

15Themerchants who sold these things, who got rich from her, will stand a long way
off because they are afraid of her torment. They will weep andmourn,

16 saying,
“Woe, woe, O great city –
dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet clothing,
and adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls –
17because in a single hour such great wealth has been destroyed!”
And every ship’s captain, and all who sail along the coast – seamen, and all whomake

their living from the sea, stood a long way off
18 and began to shout when they saw the smoke from the fire that burned her up,

“Who is like the great city?”
19And they threwduston theirheadsandwere shoutingwithweepingandmourning,

“Woe,Woe, O great city –
in which all those who had ships on the sea got rich from her wealth –
because in a single hour she has been destroyed!”
20 (Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you saints and apostles and prophets,
for God has pronounced judgment against her on your behalf!)

21 Then one powerful angel picked up a stone like a huge millstone, threw it into the
sea, and said,
“With this kind of sudden violent force
Babylon the great city will be thrown down
and it will never be found again!
22And the sound of the harpists, musicians,
flute players, and trumpeters
will never be heard in you again.
No craftsmanwho practices any trade
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will ever be found in you again;
the noise of a mill will never be heard in you again.
23Even the light from a lamp
will never shine in you again!
The voices of the bridegroom and his bride
will never be heard in you again.
For yourmerchants were the tycoons of the world,
because all the nations were deceived by yourmagic spells!
24The blood of the saints and prophets was found in her,
along with the blood of all those who had been killed on the earth.”

19
1 After these things I heard what sounded like the loud voice of a vast throng in

heaven, saying,
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
2because his judgments are true and just.
For he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality,
and has avenged the blood of his servants poured out by her own hands!”

3 Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” The smoke rises from her
forever and ever.

4The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures threw themselves to the ground
andworshiped God, whowas seated on the throne, saying: “Amen! Hallelujah!”

5Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
“Praise our God
all you his servants,
and all you who fear Him,
both the small and the great!”

TheWedding Celebration of the Lamb
6 Then I heard what sounded like the voice of a vast throng, like the roar of many

waters and like loud crashes of thunder. They were shouting:
“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God, the All-Powerful, reigns!
7Let us rejoice and exult
and give him glory,
because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.
8 She was permitted to be dressed in bright, clean, fine linen” (for the fine linen is the

righteous deeds of the saints).
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: Blessed are those who are invited

to the banquet at the wedding celebration of the Lamb!” He also said to me, “These are
the true words of God.”

10 So I threw myself down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “Do not do this! I
am only a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony about
Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony about Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

The Son of God Goes toWar
11 Then I saw heaven opened and here came a white horse! The one riding it was

called “Faithful” and “True,” andwith justice he judges and goes to war.
12His eyes are like a fiery flame and there are many diadem crowns on his head. He

has a namewritten that no one knows except himself.
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13He is dressed in clothing dipped in blood, and he is called theWord of God.
14 The armies that are in heaven, dressed in white, clean, fine linen, were following

him onwhite horses.
15Fromhismouthextends a sharp sword, so thatwith it he can strike thenations. He

will rule themwithan ironrod, and he stomps thewinepress of the furiouswrath of
God, the All-Powerful.

16He has a name written on his clothing and on his thigh: “King of kings and Lord of
lords.”

17 Then I saw one angel standing in the sun, and he shouted in a loud voice to all the
birds flying high in the sky:
“Come, gather around for the great banquet of God,
18 to eat your fill of the flesh of kings,
the flesh of generals,
the flesh of powerful people,
the flesh of horses and those who ride them,
and the flesh of all people, both free and slave,
and small and great!”

19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to do
battle with the one who rode the horse and with his army.

20Nowthebeastwas seized, andalongwithhim the falseprophetwhohadperformed
the signs on his behalf – signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark
of the beast and those who worshiped his image. Both of them were thrown alive into
the lake of fire burning with sulfur.

21The others were killed by the sword that extended from the mouth of the one who
rode the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves with their flesh.

20
1Then I sawanangeldescending fromheaven, holding inhishand thekey to theabyss

and a huge chain.
2He seized the dragon – the ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan – and tied him

up for a thousand years.
3The angel then threwhim into the abyss and locked and sealed it so that he could not

deceive the nations until the one thousand years were finished. (After these things he
must be released for a brief period of time.)

4 Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those who had been given authority
to judge. I also saw the souls of thosewho had been beheaded because of the testimony
about Jesus and because of the word of God. These had not worshiped the beast or his
image and had refused to receive hismark on their forehead or hand. They came to life
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were finished.)
This is the first resurrection.

6Blessed andholy is the onewho takes part in thefirst resurrection. The seconddeath
hasnopower over them, but theywill be priests ofGodandof Christ, and theywill reign
with him for a thousand years.

Satan’s Final Defeat
7Nowwhen the thousand years are finished, Satan will be released from his prison
8andwill goout todeceive thenationsat the four corners of the earth, GogandMagog,

to bring them together for the battle. They are as numerous as the grains of sand in the
sea.

9 They went up on the broad plain of the earth and encircled the camp of the saints
and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and devoured them completely.
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10And the devilwho deceived themwas thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where
the beast and the false prophet are too, and they will be tormented there day and night
forever and ever.

The GreatWhite Throne
11Then I saw a largewhite throne and the onewhowas seated on it; the earth and the

heaven fled from his presence, and no place was found for them.
12And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne. Thenbooks

were opened, and another bookwas opened – the book of life. So the deadwere judged
by what was written in the books, according to their deeds.

13The sea gave up the dead thatwere in it, andDeath andHades gave up the dead that
were in them, and each one was judged according to his deeds.

14Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death –
the lake of fire.

15 If anyone’s namewas not foundwritten in the book of life, that personwas thrown
into the lake of fire.

21
1Then I saw a newheaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and earth had ceased

to exist, and the sea existed nomore.
2And I saw the holy city – the new Jerusalem – descending out of heaven from God,

made ready like a bride adorned for her husband.
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Look! The residence of God is

among human beings. He will live among them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them.

4Hewill wipe away every tear from their eyes, and deathwill not exist anymore – or
mourning, or crying, or pain, for the former things have ceased to exist.”

5And the one seated on the throne said: “Look! I ammaking all things new!” Then he
said to me, “Write it down, because these words are reliable and true.”

6He also said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end. To the one who is thirsty I will give water free of charge from the spring of the
water of life.

7The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be
my son.

8 But to the cowards, unbelievers, detestable persons, murderers, the sexually
immoral, and those who practice magic spells, idol worshipers, and all those who lie,
their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. That is the second death.”

The New JerusalemDescends
9Then one of the seven angelswho had the seven bowls full of the seven final plagues

came and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb!”
10 So he took me away in the Spirit to a huge, majestic mountain and showed me the

holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.
11The city possesses the glory of God; its brilliance is like a precious jewel, like a stone

of crystal-clear jasper.
12 It has a massive, high wall with twelve gates, with twelve angels at the gates, and

the names of the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel are written on the gates.
13There are three gates on the east side, three gates on the north side, three gates on

the south side and three gates on the west side.
14 The wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names of

the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
15The angel who spoke tome had a goldenmeasuring rodwithwhich tomeasure the

city and its foundation stones and wall.
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16Now the city is laid out as a square, its length andwidth the same. Hemeasured the
citywith themeasuring rod at fourteen hundredmiles (its length andwidth and height
are equal).

17 He also measured its wall, one hundred forty-four cubits according to human
measurement, which is also the angel’s.

18The city’s wall is made of jasper and the city is pure gold, like transparent glass.
19The foundations of the city’s wall are decorated with every kind of precious stone.

The first foundation is jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald,
20 thefifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighthberyl, theninth

topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.
21And the twelve gates are twelve pearls – each one of the gates ismade from just one

pearl! Themain street of the city is pure gold, like transparent glass.
22Now I saw no temple in the city, because the Lord God – the All-Powerful – and the

Lamb are its temple.
23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God

lights it up, and its lamp is the Lamb.
24Thenationswillwalk by its light and the kings of the earthwill bring their grandeur

into it.
25 Its gates will never be closed during the day (and there will be no night there).
26They will bring the grandeur and the wealth of the nations into it,
27 but nothing ritually unclean will ever enter into it, nor anyone who does what is

detestable orpractices falsehood, but only thosewhosenamesarewritten in theLamb’s
book of life.

22
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life –water as clear as crystal –

pouring out from the throne of God and of the Lamb,
2 flowing down the middle of the city’s main street. On each side of the river is the

tree of life producing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit everymonth of the year. Its
leaves are for the healing of the nations.

3And there will no longer be any curse, and the throne of God and the Lamb will be
in the city. His servants will worship him,

4and they will see his face, and his namewill be on their foreheads.
5Night will be no more, and they will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the

sun, because the Lord Godwill shine on them, and they will reign forever and ever.

A Final Reminder
6Then the angel said to me, “These words are reliable and true. The Lord, the God of

the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must happen
soon.”
7 (Look! I am coming soon!
Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy expressed in this book.)

8 I, John, am theonewhoheardand saw these things, andwhen Iheardand saw them,
I threwmyself down to worship at the feet of the angel whowas showing them tome.

9 But he said to me, “Do not do this! I am a fellow servant with you and with your
brothers the prophets, andwith those who obey the words of this book. Worship God!”

10 Then he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy contained in this
book, because the time is near.

11 The evildoer must continue to do evil, and the one who is morally filthy must
continue to be filthy. The one who is righteous must continue to act righteously, and
the one who is holy must continue to be holy.”
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12 (Look! I am coming soon,
andmy reward is withme to pay each one according to what he has done!
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last,
the beginning and the end!)

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes so they can have access to the tree of life
and can enter into the city by the gates.

15Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually immoral, and the murder-
ers, and the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood!

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I
am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star!”

17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say: “Come!”
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wants it take the water of life free
of charge.

18 I testify to the one who hears the words of the prophecy contained in this book: If
anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.

19And if anyone takes away from the words of this book of prophecy, God will take
away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city that are described in this book.

20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!” Amen! Come,
Lord Jesus!

21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.
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