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Matthew
The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1This is the record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son
of David, the son of Abraham.

2Abrahamwas the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,

3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah (by Tamar), Perez the
father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram,

4Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of
Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon,

5 Salmon the father of Boaz (by Rahab), Boaz the father of
Obed (by Ruth), Obed the father of Jesse,

6and Jesse the father of David the king.
David was the father of Solomon (by the wife of Uriah ),
7Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of

Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa,
8Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of

Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah,
9 Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz,

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
10Hezekiah the father ofManasseh,Manasseh the father of

Amon, Amon the father of Josiah,
11and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the

time of the deportation to Babylon.
12 After the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah became the

father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of

Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor,
14 Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim,

Achim the father of Eliud,
15Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father ofMatthan,

Matthan the father of Jacob,
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, by

whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are

fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to
Babylon, fourteen generations, and from the deportation to
Babylon to Christ, fourteen generations.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While

his mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit.
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19Because Joseph, her husband to be, was a righteousman,
and because he did not want to disgrace her, he intended to
divorce her privately.

20 When he had contemplated this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21 She will give birth to a son and you will name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.”

22 This all happened so that what was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet would be fulfilled:

23 “ Look! The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and they
will call himEmmanuel|strong="G1694",”whichmeans “God
with us.”

24When Joseph awoke from sleep he did what the angel of
the Lord told him. He took his wife,

25but did not havemarital relationswith her until she gave
birth to a son, whom he named Jesus.

2
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
2 saying, “Where is the one who is born king of the Jews?

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him.”

3 When King Herod heard this he was alarmed, and all
Jerusalemwith him.

4 After assembling all the chief priests and experts in the
law, he asked themwhere the Christ was to be born.

5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they said, “for it is written this
way by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are in noway least among the rulers of Judah,
for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people

Israel.’ ”
7ThenHerodprivately summoned thewisemenanddeter-

mined from themwhen the star had appeared.
8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and look care-

fully for the child. When you find him, inform me so that I
can go andworship him as well.”

9 After listening to the king they left, and once again the
star they sawwhen it rose led themuntil it stopped above the
place where the child was.

10When they saw the star they shouted joyfully.
11 As they came into the house and saw the child with

Mary his mother, they bowed down and worshiped him.



Matthew 2:12 3 Matthew 3:2

They opened their treasure boxes and gave him gifts of gold,
frankincense, andmyrrh.

12 After being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they went back by another route to their own country.

The Escape to Egypt
13 After they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his
mother and flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, for
Herod is going to look for the child to kill him.”

14Then he got up, took the child and his mother during the
night, and went to Egypt.

15He stayed there until Herod died. In this way what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet was fulfilled : “I
calledmy Son out of Egypt.”

16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise
men, he became enraged. He sent men to kill all the children
in Bethlehem and throughout the surrounding region from
the age of two and under, according to the time he had
learned from the wise men.

17 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled:
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loudwailing,
Rachel weeping for her children,
and she did notwant to be comforted, because theywere gone.”

The Return to Nazareth
19After Herod had died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a

dream to Joseph in Egypt
20 saying, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to

the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life
are dead.”

21 So he got up and took the child and his mother and
returned to the land of Israel.

22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
After being warned in a dream, he went to the regions of
Galilee.

23He came to a town called Nazareth and lived there. Then
what had been spoken by the prophets was fulfilled, that
Jesus would be called a Nazarene.

3
1 In those days John the Baptist came into thewilderness of

Judea proclaiming,
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
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3 For he is the one about whom Isaiah the prophet had
spoken:
“ The voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ”

4 Now John wore clothing made from camel’s hair with a
leather belt aroundhiswaist, and his diet consisted of locusts
and wild honey.

5 Then people from Jerusalem, as well as all Judea and all
the region around the Jordan, were going out to him,

6 and he was baptizing them in the Jordan River as they
confessed their sins.

7But when he sawmany Pharisees and Sadducees coming
to his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath?

8Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance,
9 and don’t think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God can raise up
children for Abraham from these stones!

10Even now the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water, for repentance, but the one
comingafterme ismorepowerful than I am – I amnotworthy
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.

12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clean out
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the store-
house, but the chaff he will burn up with inextinguishable
fire.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized by

him in the Jordan River.
14 But John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be

baptized by you, and yet you come tome?”
15 So Jesus replied to him, “Let it happen now, for it is right

for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John yielded to him.
16After Jesus was baptized, just as hewas coming up out of

the water, the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming on him.

17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my one dear Son;
in him I take great delight.”

4
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be

tempted by the devil.
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2 After he fasted forty days and forty nights he was fam-
ished.

3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become bread.”

4But he answered, “It iswritten, ‘Mandoesnot live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes from themouth of God*.’ ”

5Then the devil took him to the holy city, had him stand on
the highest point of the temple,

6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down. For it is written, ‘Hewill command his angels concern-
ing you’ and ‘with their hands they will lift you up, so that you
will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

7 Jesus said to him, “Once again it is written: ‘ You are not to
put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain,
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
grandeur.

9And he said to him, “I will give you all these things if you
throw yourself to the ground andworshipme.”

10Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written:
‘ You are to worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’ ”

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and began
ministering to his needs.

Preaching in Galilee
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been imprisoned,

he went into Galilee.
13While in Galilee, he moved from Nazareth by the sea, in

the region of Zebulun and Naphtali,
14 so that what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet would be

fulfilled:
15 “ Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the way by the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles –
16 the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light,
and on those who sit in the region and shadow of death a light

has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to preach this message:

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
The Call of the Disciples

18Ashewaswalking by the Sea ofGalilee he saw twobroth-
ers, Simon (called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea (for they were fishermen).

19 He said to them, “Follow me, and I will turn you into
fishers of people.”

20They left their nets immediately and followed him.
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21 Going on from there he saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in a boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets. Then he called
them.

22 They immediately left the boat and their father and
followed him.

Jesus’HealingMinistry
23 Jesus went throughout all of Galilee, teaching in their

synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and heal-
ing all kinds of disease and sickness among the people.

24 So a report about him spread throughout Syria. People
brought to him all who suffered with various illnesses and
afflictions, those who had seizures, paralytics, and those
possessed by demons, and he healed them.

25And large crowds followedhim fromGalilee, theDecapo-
lis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan River.

5
1Whenhe saw the crowds, hewent up themountain. After

he sat down his disciples came to him.
2Then he began to teach them by saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to them.

4 “Blessed are those whomourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are themeek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are thosewho hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be satisfied.
7 “Blessed are themerciful, for they will be shownmercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the

children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness,

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to them.
11 “Blessed are youwhenpeople insult you andpersecute you

and say all kinds of evil things about you falsely on
account of me.

12Rejoiceandbegladbecauseyour reward is great inheaven,
for they persecuted the prophets before you in the sameway.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its flavor,

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled on by people.

14 You are the light of the world. A city located on a hill
cannot be hidden.
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15 People do not light a lamp and put it under a basket but
on a lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.

16 In the sameway, let your light shinebeforepeople, so that
they can see your good deeds and give honor to your Father
in heaven.

Fulfillment of the Law and Prophets
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the

prophets. I have not come to abolish these things but to fulfill
them.

18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth pass away not
the smallest letter or stroke of a letter will pass from the law
until everything takes place.

19 So anyone who breaks one of the least of these com-
mands and teaches others to do so will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever obeys them and teaches
others to do so will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20For I tell you, unless your righteousness goes beyond that
of the experts in the law and the Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger andMurder
21 “You have heard that it was said to an older generation,

‘ Do not murder,’ and ‘whoever murders will be subjected to
judgment.’

22But I say to you that anyone who is angry with a brother
will be subjected to judgment. Andwhoever insults a brother
will be brought before the council, and whoever says ‘Fool’
will be sent to fiery hell.

23 So then, if you bring your gift to the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against you,

24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be
reconciled to your brother and then come and present your
gift.

25Reach agreement quicklywith your accuserwhile on the
way to court, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the
judge hand you over to the warden, and you will be thrown
into prison.

26 I tell you the truth, you will never get out of there until
you have paid the last penny!

Adultery
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘ Do not commit adul-

tery.’
28But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to desire

her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
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29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw
it away! It is better to lose one of yourmembers than to have
your whole body thrown into hell.

30 If your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw
it away! It is better to lose one of yourmembers than to have
your whole body go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It was said, ‘ Whoever divorces his wife must give her a

legal document.’
32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife,

except for immorality, makes her commit adultery, andwho-
ever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Oaths
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to an older

generation, ‘ Do not|strong="G3756" break an oath, but
fulfill your vows to the Lord break an oath, but fulfill
your vows to the Lord.’

34But I say to you, do not take oaths at all – not by heaven,
because it is the throne of God,

35 not by earth, because it is his footstool, and not by
Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King.

36 Do not take an oath by your head, because you are not
able to make one hair white or black.

37 Let your word be ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no.’ More than this is
from the evil one.

Retaliation
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a

tooth for a tooth.’
39 But I say to you, do not resist the evildoer. But whoever

strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other to him as well.
40And if someone wants to sue you and to take your tunic,

give him your coat also.
41And if anyone forces you to go onemile, gowith him two.
42Give to the one who asks you, and do not reject the one

whowants to borrow from you.
Love for Enemies

43“Youhaveheard that itwas said, ‘Loveyourneighbor’and
‘hate your enemy.’

44But I say to you, love your enemy and pray for thosewho
persecute you,

45 so that you may be like your Father in heaven, since he
causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain
on the righteous and the unrighteous.

46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you
have? Even the tax collectors do the same, don’t they?
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47 And if you only greet your brothers, what more do you
do? Even the Gentiles do the same, don’t they?

48 So then, be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

6
1 “Be careful not to display your righteousness merely to

be seen by people. Otherwise you have no reward with your
Father in heaven.

2 Thus whenever you do charitable giving, do not blow a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in synagogues and
on streets so that people will praise them. I tell you the truth,
they have their reward.

3 But when you do your giving, do not let your left hand
knowwhat your right hand is doing,

4 so that your gift may be in secret. And your Father, who
sees in secret, will reward you.

Private Prayer
5 “Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, be-

cause they love to pray while standing in synagogues and on
street corners so that people can see them. Truly I say to you,
they have their reward.

6Butwhenever you pray, go into your room, close the door,
and pray to your Father in secret. And your Father, who sees
in secret, will reward you.

7When you pray, do not babble repetitiously like the Gen-
tiles, because they think that by their many words they will
be heard.

8Donot be like them, for your Father knowswhat youneed
before you ask him.

9 So pray this way:
Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored,
10may your kingdom come,
may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us today our daily bread,
12and forgiveus ourdebts, asweourselves have forgivenour

debtors.
13And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the

evil one.
14“For if you forgiveothers their sins, yourheavenlyFather

will also forgive you.
15 But if you do not forgive others, your Father will not

forgive you your sins.

Proper Fasting
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16 “When you fast, do not look sullen like the hypocrites,
for they make their faces unattractive so that people will see
them fasting. I tell you the truth, they have their reward.

17When you fast, put oil on your head andwash your face,
18 so that it will not be obvious to others when you are

fasting, but only to your Father who is in secret. And your
Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.

Lasting Treasure
19 “Do not accumulate for yourselves treasures on earth,

wheremoth and rust destroy andwhere thieves break in and
steal.

20 But accumulate for yourselves treasures in heaven,
wheremoth and rust donot destroy, and thieves donot break
in and steal.

21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If then your eye is

healthy, your whole body will be full of light.
23 But if your eye is diseased, your whole body will be full

of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is
the darkness!

24 “Noone can serve twomasters, for either hewill hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God andmoney.

DoNotWorry
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what

youwill eat or drink, or about your body, what youwill wear.
Isn’t there more to life than food and more to the body than
clothing?

26 Look at the birds in the sky: They do not sow, or reap,
or gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Aren’t youmore valuable than they are?

27Andwhich of you by worrying can add even one hour to
his life?

28Why do you worry about clothing? Think about how the
flowers of the field grow; they do not work or spin.

29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his glory was
clothed like one of these!

30 And if this is how God clothes the wild grass, which is
here today and tomorrow is tossed into the fire to heat the
oven, won’t he clothe you even more, you people of little
faith?

31So then, don’t worry saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’

32For the unconverted pursue these things, and your heav-
enly Father knows that you need them.
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33But aboveall pursuehis kingdomand righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well.

34So then, donotworryabout tomorrow, for tomorrowwill
worry about itself. Today has enough trouble of its own.

7
1 “Do not judge so that you will not be judged.
2For by the standard you judge youwill be judged, and the

measure you use will be themeasure you receive.
3Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, but fail to

see the beam of wood in your own?
4Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the

speck from your eye,’while there is a beam in your own?
5Youhypocrite! First remove the beam fromyour owneye,

and then you can see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.

6 Do not give what is holy to dogs or throw your pearls
before pigs; otherwise they will trample them under their
feet and turn around and tear you to pieces.

Ask, Seek, Knock
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;

knock and the door will be opened for you.
8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks

finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
9 Is there anyone among youwho, if his son asks for bread,

will give him a stone?
10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?
11 If you then, although you are evil, knowhow to give good

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

12 In everything, treat others as you would want them to
treat you, for this fulfills the law and the prophets.

The NarrowGate
13 “Enter through the narrow gate, because the gate is wide

and the way is spacious that leads to destruction, and there
are manywho enter through it.

14But the gate is narrow and the way is difficult that leads
to life, and there are fewwho find it.

A Tree and Its Fruit
15“Watchout for falseprophets,whocome toyou in sheep’s

clothing but inwardly are voracious wolves.
16 You will recognize them by their fruit. Grapes are not

gathered from thorns or figs from thistles, are they?
17 In the sameway, every good tree bears good fruit, but the

bad tree bears bad fruit.
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18A good tree is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree to
bear good fruit.

19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

20 So then, you will recognize them by their fruit.
Judgment of Pretenders

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
into the kingdom of heaven – only the one who does the will
of my Father in heaven.

22On that day, many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we
prophesy in your name, and in your name cast out demons
and domany powerful deeds?’

23 Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you. Go away
fromme, you lawbreakers!’

Hearing and Doing
24“Everyonewhohears thesewordsofmineanddoes them

is like a wise manwho built his house on rock.
25The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against

that house, but it did not collapse because it had been
founded on rock.

26 Everyone who hears these words of mine and does not
do them is like a foolishmanwho built his house on sand.

27The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against
that house, and it collapsed; it was utterly destroyed!”

28WhenJesusfinishedsaying these things, thecrowdswere
amazed by his teaching,

29 because he taught them like one who had authority, not
like their experts in the law.

8
1 After he came down from the mountain, large crowds

followed him.
2 And a leper approached, and bowed low before him,

saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you canmakeme clean.”
3He stretched out his hand and touched him saying, “I am

willing. Be clean!” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you do not speak to

anyone, but go, show yourself to a priest, and bring the
offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

Healing the Centurion’s Servant
5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him

asking for help:
6 “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible

anguish.”
7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”
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8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have
you come under my roof. Instead, just say the word and my
servant will be healed.

9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under
me. I say to this one, ‘Go’ and he goes, and to another ‘Come’
and he comes, and tomy slave ‘Do this’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard this he was amazed and said to those
who followed him, “I tell you the truth, I have not found such
faith in anyone in Israel!

11 I tell you,manywill come from the east andwest to share
the banquet with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom
of heaven,

12 but the sons of the kingdom will be thrown out into the
outer darkness, where therewill beweeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; just as you be-
lieved, it will be done for you.” And the servant was healed
at that hour.

Healings at Peter’s House
14 Now when Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his

mother-in-law lying down, sick with a fever.
15He touched her hand, and the fever left her. Then she got

up and began to serve them.
16 When it was evening, many demon-possessed people

were brought to him. He drove out the spirits with a word,
and healed all who were sick.

17 In this way what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet was
fulfilled:
“He took ourweaknesses and carried our diseases.”

Challenging Professed Followers
18Nowwhen Jesus saw a large crowd around him, he gave

orders to go to the other side of the lake.
19Thenanexpert in the lawcame tohimand said, “Teacher,

I will follow youwherever you go.”
20 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens, and the birds in the

sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.”

21Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go
and burymy father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury
their own dead.”

Stilling of a Storm
23As he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.
24And a great stormdeveloped on the sea so that thewaves

began to swamp the boat. But he was asleep.
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25So they cameandwokehimupsaying, “Lord, saveus! We
are about to die!”

26But he said to them, “Why are you cowardly, you people
of little faith?” Thenhe got up and rebuked thewinds and the
sea, and it was dead calm.

27And themenwereamazedand said, “What sort of person
is this? Even the winds and the sea obey him!”

Healing the Gadarene Demoniacs
28 When he came to the other side, to the region of the

Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men coming from the
tombs met him. They were extremely violent, so that no one
was able to pass by that way.

29 They cried out, “Son of God, leave us alone! Have you
come here to torment us before the time?”

30 A large herd of pigs was feeding some distance from
them.

31 Then the demons begged him, “If you drive us out, send
us into the herd of pigs.”

32 And he said, “Go!” So they came out and went into the
pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep slope into the lake
and drowned in the water.

33 The herdsmen ran off, went into the town, and told
everything that had happened to the demon-possessedmen.

34Then the entire town came out to meet Jesus. And when
they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.

9
1After getting into a boat he crossed to the other side and

came to his own town.
2 Just thensomepeoplebrought tohimaparalytic lyingona

stretcher. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
“Have courage, son! Your sins are forgiven.”

3 Then some of the experts in the law said to themselves,
“This man is blaspheming!”

4 When Jesus saw their reaction he said, “Why do you
respondwith evil in your hearts?

5Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or to say,
‘Stand up andwalk’?

6But so that youmay know that the Son ofMan has author-
ity on earth to forgive sins” – then he said to the paralytic –
“Stand up, take your stretcher, and go home.”

7And he stood up andwent home.
8When the crowd saw this, they were afraid and honored

Godwho had given such authority to men.

The Call of Matthew; Eatingwith Sinners
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9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named
Matthew sitting at the tax booth. “Followme,” he said to him.
And he got up and followed him.

10 As Jesus was having a meal in Matthew’s house, many
tax collectors and sinners came and ate with Jesus and his
disciples.

11 When the Pharisees saw this they said to his disciples,
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

12When Jesus heard this he said, “Those who are healthy
don’t need a physician, but those who are sick do.

13Go and learn what this saying means: ‘ I want mercy and
not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners.”

The Superiority of the New
14 Then John’s disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Why do

weand thePharisees fast often, but yourdisciples don’t fast?”
15 Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot mourn

while the bridegroom is with them, can they? But the days
are coming when the bridegroom will be taken from them,
and then they will fast.

16Noonesewsapatchofunshrunkclothonanoldgarment,
because the patch will pull away from the garment and the
tear will be worse.

17 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins; other-
wise the skins burst and the wine is spilled out and the skins
aredestroyed. Instead theyputnewwine intonewwineskins
and both are preserved.”

Restoration andHealing
18As he was saying these things, a ruler came, bowed low

before him, and said, “My daughter has just died, but come
and lay your hand on her and she will live.”

19 Jesus and his disciples got up and followed him.
20Butawomanwhohadbeensuffering fromahemorrhage

for twelve years cameupbehindhimand touched the edge of
his cloak.

21For she kept saying to herself, “If only I touch his cloak, I
will be healed.”

22 But when Jesus turned and saw her he said, “Have
courage, daughter! Your faith has made you well.” And the
womanwas healed from that hour.

23When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute
players and the disorderly crowd,

24he said, “Goaway, for the girl is not deadbut asleep.” And
they beganmaking fun of him.
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25Butwhen the crowdhadbeenput outside, hewent in and
gently took her by the hand, and the girl got up.

26And the news of this spread throughout that region.

Healing the Blind andMute
27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed

him, shouting, “Havemercy on us, Son of David!”
28Whenhewent into thehouse, theblindmencame tohim.

Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”
They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”

29Thenhe touched their eyes saying, “Let it be done for you
according to your faith.”

30And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly warned
them, “See that no one knows about this.”

31 But they went out and spread the news about him
throughout that entire region.

32As they were going away, a man who could not talk and
was demon-possessed was brought to him.

33 After the demon was cast out, the man who had been
mute spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, “Never has
anything like this been seen in Israel!”

34 But the Pharisees said, “By the ruler of demons he casts
out demons.”

Workers for the Harvest
35 Then Jesus went throughout all the towns and villages,

teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and sickness.

36Whenhe sawthecrowds, hehadcompassionon thembe-
cause they were bewildered and helpless, like sheep without
a shepherd.

37Thenhe said tohis disciples, “Theharvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few.

38Therefore ask theLordof theharvest to sendoutworkers
into his harvest.”

10
1 Jesus called his twelve disciples and gave them authority

over unclean spirits so they could cast them out and heal
every kind of disease and sickness.

2Now these are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon (called Peter), and Andrew his brother; James

son of Zebedee and John his brother;
3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax

collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
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5 Jesus sent out these twelve, instructing them as follows:
“Do not go to Gentile regions and do not enter any Samaritan
town.

6Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
7As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven

is near!’
8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out

demons. Freely you received, freely give.
9Do not take gold, silver, or copper in your belts,
10 no bag for the journey, or an extra tunic, or sandals or

staff, for the worker deserves his provisions.
11 Whenever you enter a town or village, find out who is

worthy there and stay with them until you leave.
12As you enter the house, give it greetings.
13And if the house is worthy, let your peace come on it, but

if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.
14 And if anyone will not welcome you or listen to your

message, shake the dust off your feet as you leave that house
or that town.

15 I tell you the truth, it will bemore bearable for the region
of SodomandGomorrah on the day of judgment than for that
town!

Persecution of Disciples
16 “I am sending you out like sheep surrounded by wolves,

so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.
17 Beware of people, because they will hand you over to

councils and flog you in their synagogues.
18 And you will be brought before governors and kings

because of me, as a witness to them and the Gentiles.
19 Whenever they hand you over for trial, do not worry

about how to speak or what to say, for what you should say
will be given to you at that time.

20 For it is not you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you.

21“Brotherwill handoverbrother to death, anda fatherhis
child. Childrenwill rise against parents andhave themput to
death.

22And you will be hated by everyone because of my name.
But the one who endures to the end will be saved.

23 Whenever they persecute you in one place, flee to an-
other. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through
all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24 “A disciple is not greater than his teacher, nor a slave
greater than his master.

25 It is enough for the disciple to become like his teacher,
and the slave like his master. If they have called the head of
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the house ‘Beelzebul,’ how much more will they defame the
members of his household!

Fear God, NotMan
26 “Do not be afraid of them, for nothing is hidden that will

not be revealed, and nothing is secret that will not be made
known.

27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, andwhat is
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops.

28Donot be afraid of thosewho kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. Instead, fear the onewho is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell.

29Aren’t twosparrowssold forapenny? Yetnotoneof them
falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.

30Even all the hairs on your head are numbered.
31 So do not be afraid; you are more valuable than many

sparrows.
32 “Whoever, then, acknowledges me before people, I will

acknowledge before my Father in heaven.
33 But whoever denies me before people, I will deny him

also before my Father in heaven.

Not Peace, but a Sword
34“Donot think that I have come tobringpeace to the earth.

I have not come to bring peace but a sword.
35For I have come to set amanagainst his father, a daughter

against hermother, and a daughter-in-lawagainst hermother-
in-law,

36 andaman’s enemieswill be themembers of his household.
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not

worthy ofme, andwhoever loves son or daughtermore than
me is not worthy of me.

38Andwhoever does not take up his cross and followme is
not worthy of me.

39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his
life because of mewill find it.

Rewards
40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever re-

ceives me receives the one who sent me.
41Whoever receivesaprophet in thenameofaprophetwill

receive a prophet’s reward. Whoever receives a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive a
righteous person’s reward.

42 And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple, I tell you the truth,
he will never lose his reward.”
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11
1When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples,

he went on from there to teach and preach in their towns.
Jesus and John the Baptist

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds Christ
had done, he sent his disciples to ask a question:

3 “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for
another?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Go tell Johnwhat youhearand see:
5 The blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the

deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
proclaimed to them.

6Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
7While they were going away, Jesus began to speak to the

crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

8 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in fancy
clothes? Look, thosewhowear fancy clothes are in thehomes
of kings!

9What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and
more than a prophet.

10This is the one about whom it is written:
‘ Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,
whowill prepare yourway before you.’

11 “I tell you the truth, among those born of women, no one
has arisen greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.

12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom
of heaven has suffered violence, and forceful people lay hold
of it.

13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John
appeared.

14And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, who is to
come.

15The one who has ears had better listen!
16 “To what should I compare this generation? They are

like children sitting in the marketplaces who call out to one
another,
17 ‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance;
we wailed inmourning, yet you did not weep.’

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon!’

19TheSonofMancameeatinganddrinking, and they say,
‘Look at him, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners!’ But wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

Woes on Unrepentant Cities
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20Then Jesusbegan to criticize openly the cities inwhichhe
had donemany of his miracles, because they did not repent.

21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the
miracles done in you had been done in Tyre theywould have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

22But I tell you, it will bemore bearable for Tyre and Sidon
on the day of judgment than for you!

23And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No,
you will be thrown down to Hades! For if the miracles done
amongyouhadbeendone inSodom, itwouldhave continued
to this day.

24 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for the region of
Sodom on the day of judgment than for you!”

Jesus’ Invitation
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of

heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and intelligent, and revealed them to little
children.

26Yes, Father, for this was your gracious will.
27All things have been handed over tome bymy Father. No

one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son decides
to reveal him.

28Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest.

29 Take my yoke on you and learn from me, because I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls.

30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and my load is not hard to
carry.”

12
1 At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on a

Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pick
heads of wheat and eat them.

2 But when the Pharisees saw this they said to him, “Look,
your disciples are doing what is against the law to do on the
Sabbath.”

3He said to them, “Haven’t you read what David did when
he and his companions were hungry –

4how he entered the house of God and they ate the sacred
bread, which was against the law for him or his companions
to eat, but only for the priests?

5 Or have you not read in the law that the priests in the
temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are not guilty?

6 I tell you that something greater than the temple is here.



Matthew 12:7 21 Matthew 12:26

7 If you had knownwhat this means: ‘ I wantmercy and not
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.

8For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
9Then Jesus left that place and entered their synagogue.
10 A man was there who had a withered hand. And they

asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” so that they
could accuse him.

11He said to them, “Would not any one of you, if he had one
sheep that fell into a pit on the Sabbath, take hold of it and lift
it out?

12Howmuchmore valuable is a person than a sheep! So it
is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out and it was restored, as healthy as the other.

14But the Pharisees went out and plotted against him, as to
how they could assassinate him.

God’s Special Servant
15 Now when Jesus learned of this, he went away from

there. Great crowds followed him, and he healed them all.
16But he sternly warned them not to make him known.
17This fulfilled what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet:

18 “Here ismy servant whom I have chosen,
the one I love, in whom I take great delight.
I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the

nations.
19 Hewill not quarrel or cry out,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.
20 He will not break a bruised reed or extinguish a smoldering

wick,
until he brings justice to victory.
21 And in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Jesus and Beelzebul
22 Then they brought to him a demon-possessed man who

was blind andmute. Jesus healed him so that he could speak
and see.

23All the crowds were amazed and said, “Could this one be
the Son of David?”

24Butwhen thePharisees heard this they said, “Hedoesnot
cast out demons except by the power of Beelzebul, the ruler
of demons!”

25 Now when Jesus realized what they were thinking, he
said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is de-
stroyed, and no town or house divided against itself will
stand.

26 So if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself.
How then will his kingdom stand?



Matthew 12:27 22 Matthew 12:42

27And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your
sons cast them out? For this reason they will be your judges.

28 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the
kingdom of God has already overtaken you.

29How else can someone enter a strong man’s house and
stealhisproperty, unlesshefirst tiesup the strongman? Then
he can thoroughly plunder the house.

30Whoever is notwithme is againstme, andwhoever does
not gather withme scatters.

31For this reason I tell you, peoplewill be forgiven for every
sin and blasphemy, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will
not be forgiven.

32Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be
forgiven. But whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not
be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Trees and Their Fruit
33“Makea treegoodand its fruitwill begood, ormakea tree

bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is known by its fruit.
34 Offspring of vipers! How are you able to say anything

good, since youare evil? For themouth speaks fromwhatfills
the heart.

35 The good person brings good things out of his good
treasury, and the evil person brings evil things out of his evil
treasury.

36 I tell you that on the day of judgment, people will give an
account for every worthless word they speak.

37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your
words you will be condemned.”

The Sign of Jonah
38 Then some of the experts in the law along with some

Pharisees answered him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign
from you.”

39 But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous genera-
tion asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the
sign of the prophet Jonah.

40For just as Jonahwas in the belly of the huge fish for three
days and three nights, so the Son ofManwill be in the heart of
the earth for three days and three nights.

41Thepeople ofNinevehwill standupat the judgmentwith
this generation and condemn it, because they repentedwhen
Jonah preached to them – and now, something greater than
Jonah is here!

42The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with
this generation and condemn it, because she came from the



Matthew 12:43 23 Matthew 13:10

ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon – and now,
something greater than Solomon is here!

The Return of the Unclean Spirit
43 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes

throughwaterless places looking for rest but does not find it.
44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the home I left.’ When it

returns, it finds the house empty, swept clean, and put in
order.

45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more
evil than itself, and they go in and live there, so the last state
of that person is worse than the first. It will be that way for
this evil generation as well!”

Jesus’ True Family
46While Jesus was still speaking to the crowds, his mother

and brothers came and stood outside, asking to speak to him.
47 Someone told him, “Look, your mother and your broth-

ers are standing outside wanting to speak to you.”
48 To the one who had said this, Jesus replied, “Who is my

mother and who aremy brothers?”
49And pointing toward his disciples he said, “Here are my

mother andmy brothers!
50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my

brother and sister andmother.”

13
1On that day after Jesuswent out of the house, he sat by the

lake.
2And such a large crowd gathered around him that he got

into a boat to sit while the whole crowd stood on the shore.
3He told themmany things in parables, saying: “Listen! A

sower went out to sow.
4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the

birds came and devoured them.
5Other seeds fell on rocky groundwhere they did not have

much soil. They sprang up quickly because the soil was not
deep.

6 But when the sun came up, they were scorched, and
because they did not have sufficient root, they withered.

7Other seeds fell among the thorns, and they grew up and
choked them.

8But other seeds fell on good soil andproduced grain, some
a hundred times as much, some sixty, and some thirty.

9The one who has ears had better listen!”
10 Then the disciples came to him and said, “Why do you

speak to them in parables?”
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11 He replied, “You have been given the opportunity to
knowthe secrets of thekingdomofheaven, but theyhavenot.

12 For whoever has will be given more, and will have an
abundance. But whoever does not have, even what he has
will be taken from him.

13 For this reason I speak to them in parables: Although
they see they do not see, and although they hear they do not
hear nor do they understand.

14And concerning them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled
that says:
‘ Youwill listen carefully yet will never understand,
youwill look closely yet will never comprehend.
15 For the heart of this people has become dull;
they are hard of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understandwith their hearts
and turn, and I would heal them.’

16 “But your eyes are blessed because they see, and your
ears because they hear.

17 For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous
people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to
hear what you hear but did not hear it.

18 “So listen to the parable of the sower:
19 When anyone hears the word about the kingdom and

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatcheswhat
was sown in his heart; this is the seed sown along the path.

20The seed sown on rocky ground is the person who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy.

21 But he has no root in himself and does not endure;
when trouble or persecution comes because of the word,
immediately he falls away.

22 The seed sown among thorns is the person who hears
the word, but worldly cares and the seductiveness of wealth
choke the word, so it produces nothing.

23 But as for the seed sown on good soil, this is the person
who hears the word and understands. He bears fruit, yield-
ing a hundred, sixty, or thirty times what was sown.”

The Parable of theWeeds
24He presented themwith another parable: “The kingdom

of heaven is like a person who sowed good seed in his field.
25 But while everyone was sleeping, an enemy came and

sowedweeds among the wheat and went away.
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26When theplants sproutedandboregrain, then theweeds
also appeared.

27 So the slaves of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir,
didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Then where did the
weeds come from?’

28He said, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the slaves replied,
‘Do youwant us to go and gather them?’

29 But he said, ‘No, since in gathering the weeds you may
uproot the wheat with them.

30Let both grow together until the harvest. At harvest time
I will tell the reapers, “First collect the weeds and tie them
in bundles to be burned, but then gather the wheat into my
barn.” ’ ”

The Parable of theMustard Seed
31He gave them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven

is like amustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field.
32 It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown

it is the greatest garden plant and becomes a tree, so that the
wild birds come and nest in its branches.”

The Parable of the Yeast
33He told themanotherparable: “Thekingdomofheaven is

like yeast that awoman took andmixedwith threemeasures
of flour until all the dough had risen.”

The Purpose of Parables
34 Jesus spoke all these things in parables to the crowds; he

did not speak to themwithout a parable.
35This fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet:

“ I will openmymouth in parables,
I will announce what has been hidden from the foundation of

the world.”
Explanation for the Disciples

36Then he left the crowds andwent into the house. And his
disciples came tohim saying, “Explain to us the parable of the
weeds in the field.”

37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the
Son of Man.

38The field is theworld and the good seed are the people of
the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one,

39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.

40As theweeds are collected and burnedwith fire, so it will
be at the end of the age.

41The Son ofManwill send his angels, and theywill gather
from his kingdom everything that causes sin as well as all
lawbreakers.
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42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. The one who has ears had better listen!

Parables on the Kingdom of Heaven
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, hidden in a

field, that a person found and hid. Then because of joy he
went and sold all that he had and bought that field.

45 “Again, the kingdomof heaven is like amerchant search-
ing for fine pearls.

46When he found a pearl of great value, he went out and
sold everything he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was cast
into the sea that caught all kinds of fish.

48When it was full, they pulled it ashore, sat down, and put
the good fish into containers and threw the bad away.

49 It will be this way at the end of the age. Angels will come
and separate the evil from the righteous

50and throwthem into thefiery furnace, where therewill be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all these things?” They replied,
“Yes.”

52Then he said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the
owner of a house who brings out of his treasure what is new
and old.”

Rejection at Nazareth
53 Now when Jesus finished these parables, he moved on

from there.
54 Then he came to his hometown and began to teach

the people in their synagogue. They were astonished and
said, “Where did this man get such wisdom and miraculous
powers?

55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother named
Mary? And aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and
Judas?

56And aren’t all his sisters here with us? Where did he get
all this?”

57And so they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them,
“A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and
in his own house.”

58And he did not do many miracles there because of their
unbelief.

14
1At that timeHerod the tetrarch heard reports about Jesus,
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2 and he said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist.
He has been raised from the dead! And because of this,
miraculous powers are at work in him.”

3 For Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,

4because John had repeatedly told him, “It is not lawful for
you to have her.”

5Although Herod wanted to kill John, he feared the crowd
because they accepted John as a prophet.

6But onHerod’s birthday, the daughter ofHerodias danced
before them and pleased Herod,

7 so much that he promised with an oath to give her what-
ever she asked.

8 Instructed by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of
John the Baptist here on a platter.”

9Although it grieved the king, because of his oath and the
dinner guests he commanded it to be given.

10 So he sent and had John beheaded in the prison.
11His head was brought on a platter and given to the girl,

and she brought it to her mother.
12Then John’s disciples came and took the body and buried

it and went and told Jesus.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
13 Now when Jesus heard this he went away from there

privately in a boat to an isolated place. But when the crowd
heard about it, they followed him on foot from the towns.

14Ashe got out he saw the large crowd, andhehad compas-
sion on them and healed their sick.

15When evening arrived, his disciples came to him saying,
“This is an isolated place and the hour is already late. Send
the crowds away so that they can go into the villages and buy
food for themselves.”

16 But he replied, “They don’t need to go. You give them
something to eat.”

17They said to him, “Wehave here only five loaves and two
fish.”

18 “Bring them here to me,” he replied.
19 Then he instructed the crowds to sit down on the grass.

He took thefive loaves and twofish, and lookingup toheaven
he gave thanks and broke the loaves. He gave them to the
disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds.

20 They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the
broken pieces left over, twelve baskets full.

21Not countingwomen and children, therewere about five
thousandmenwho ate.
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Walking onWater
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat

and go ahead of him to the other side, while he dispersed the
crowds.

23 And after he sent the crowds away, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone.

24Meanwhile the boat, already far from land, was taking a
beating from the waves because the wind was against it.

25As the night was ending, Jesus came to them walking on
the sea.

26When the disciples saw him walking on the water they
were terrified and said, “It’s a ghost!” and cried out with fear.

27But immediately Jesus spoke to them: “Have courage! It
is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 Peter said to him, “Lord, if it is you, order me to come to
you on the water.”

29 So he said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat, walked on
the water, and came toward Jesus.

30But when he saw the strongwind he became afraid. And
starting to sink, he cried out, “Lord, saveme!”

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”

32When they went up into the boat, the wind ceased.
33Then thosewhowere in the boat worshiped him, saying,

“Truly you are the Son of God.”
34 After they had crossed over, they came to land at Gen-

nesaret.
35When the people there recognized him, they sent word

into all the surrounding area, and they brought all their sick
to him.

36They begged him if they could only touch the edge of his
cloak, and all who touched it were healed.

15
1 Then Pharisees and experts in the law came from

Jerusalem to Jesus and said,
2“Whydoyourdisciples disobey the traditionof the elders?

For they don’t wash their hands when they eat.”
3 He answered them, “And why do you disobey the com-

mandment of God because of your tradition?
4 For God said, ‘ Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Who-

ever insults his father ormothermust be put to death.’
5But you say, ‘If someone tells his father or mother, “What-

ever help youwould have received fromme is given to God,”
6 he does not need to honor his father.’ You have nullified

the word of God on account of your tradition.
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7Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you when
he said,
8 ‘ This people honorsmewith their lips,
but their heart is|strong="G0568" far fromme,
9 and theyworshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

True Defilement
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and

understand.
11What defiles a person is not what goes into the mouth; it

is what comes out of themouth that defiles a person.”
12 Then the disciples came to him and said, “Do you know

that when the Pharisees heard this saying they were of-
fended?”

13Andhe replied, “Every plant thatmyheavenly Father did
not plant will be uprooted.

14 Leave them! They are blind guides. If someone who is
blind leads another who is blind, both will fall into a pit.”

15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.”
16 Jesus said, “Even after all this, are you still so foolish?
17Don’t you understand thatwhatever goes into themouth

enters the stomach and then passes out into the sewer?
18But the things that come out of themouth come from the

heart, and these things defile a person.
19 For out of the heart come evil ideas, murder, adultery,

sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.
20 These are the things that defile a person; it is not eating

with unwashed hands that defiles a person.”
A CanaaniteWoman’s Faith

21 After going out from there, Jesus went to the region of
Tyre

22A Canaanite woman from that area came and cried out,
“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is
horribly demon-possessed!”

23 But he did not answer her a word. Then his disciples
came and begged him, “Send her away, because she keeps on
crying out after us.”

24 So he answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.”

25 But she came and bowed down before him and said,
“Lord, help me!”

26 “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to
the dogs,” he said.

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”
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28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your faith is great!
Let what you want be done for you.” And her daughter was
healed from that hour.

HealingMany Others
29When he left there, Jesus went along the Sea of Galilee.

Then he went up amountain, where he sat down.
30 Then large crowds came to him bringing with them the

lame, blind, crippled,mute, andmany others. They laid them
at his feet, and he healed them.

31 As a result, the crowd was amazed when they saw the
mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and
the blind seeing, and they praised the God of Israel.

The Feeding of the Four Thousand
32Then Jesus called the disciples and said, “I have compas-

sion on the crowd, because they have already been herewith
me three days and they have nothing to eat. I don’t want to
send them away hungry since theymay faint on the way.”

33 The disciples said to him, “Where can we get enough
bread in this desolate place to satisfy so great a crowd?”

34 Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They replied, “Seven – and a few small fish.”

35After instructing the crowd to sit down on the ground,
36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and after giving

thanks, hebroke themandbegangiving themto thedisciples,
who then gave them to the crowds.

37 They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the
broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.

38 Not counting children and women, there were four
thousandmenwho ate.

39 After sending away the crowd, he got into the boat and
went to the region of Magadan.

16
1 Now when the Pharisees and Sadducees came to test

Jesus, they asked him to show them a sign from heaven.
2 He said, “When evening comes you say, ‘It will be fair

weather, because the sky is red,’
3 and in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, because the

sky is red and darkening.’ You know how to judge correctly
the appearance of the sky, but you cannot evaluate the signs
of the times.

4 A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but
no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” Then he
left them andwent away.

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees
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5When the disciples went to the other side, they forgot to
take bread.

6“Watchout,” Jesus said to them, “bewareof theyeast of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.”

7 So they began to discuss this among themselves, saying,
“It is because we brought no bread.”

8When Jesus learned of this, he said, “You who have such
little faith! Why are you arguing among yourselves about
having no bread?

9Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five
loaves for the five thousand, and howmany baskets you took
up?

10Or the seven loaves for the four thousand and howmany
baskets you took up?

11How could you not understand that I was not speaking
to you about bread? But beware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees!”

12Then they understood that he had not told them to be on
guard against the yeast in bread, but against the teaching of
the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Peter’s Confession
13 When Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?”

14Theyanswered, “Somesay John theBaptist, othersElijah,
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the

living God.”
17And Jesus answered him, “You are blessed, Simon son of

Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but
my Father in heaven!

18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower
it.

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. What-
ever you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and
whatever you release on earth will have been released in
heaven.”

20Then he instructed his disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Christ.

First Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
21 From that time on Jesus began to show his disciples that

he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands
of the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised.
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22 So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him: “God
forbid, Lord! This must not happen to you!”

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to me, because you are not setting
yourmind on God’s interests, but onman’s.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to
becomemy follower, hemust deny himself, take up his cross,
and followme.

25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but who-
ever loses his life for my sake will find it.

26 For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole
world but forfeits his life? Or what can a person give in
exchange for his life?

27For the Son of Manwill comewith his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will reward each person according
to what he has done.

28 I tell you the truth, there are some standingherewhowill
not experience death before they see the Son of Man coming
in his kingdom.”

17
1 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and

John the brother of James, and led them privately up a high
mountain.

2And hewas transfigured before them. His face shone like
the sun, and his clothes becamewhite as light.

3ThenMoses andElijah also appearedbefore them, talking
with him.

4 So Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.
If you want, I will make three shelters – one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5While hewas still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed
them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my one dear
Son, in whom I take great delight. Listen to him!”

6 When the disciples heard this, they were overwhelmed
with fear and threw themselves downwith their faces to the
ground.

7But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Do
not be afraid.”

8When they looked up, all they sawwas Jesus alone.
9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus

commanded them, “Do not tell anyone about the vision until
the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”

10The disciples asked him, “Why then do the experts in the
law say that Elijahmust come first?”

11 He answered, “Elijah does indeed come first and will
restore all things.
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12And I tell you that Elijah has already come. Yet they did
not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wanted. In
the sameway, the Son of Manwill suffer at their hands.”

13 Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to
them about John the Baptist.

The Disciples’ Failure to Heal
14When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt

before him,
15 and said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, because he has

seizuresandsuffers terribly, forheoften falls into thefireand
into the water.

16 I brought him to your disciples, but theywere not able to
heal him.”

17 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and perverse genera-
tion! Howmuch longermust Ibewithyou? Howmuch longer
must I endure you? Bring him here to me.”

18 Then Jesus rebuked the demon and it came out of him,
and the boy was healed from that moment.

19Then thedisciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why
couldn’t we cast it out?”

20 He told them, “It was because of your little faith. I tell
you the truth, if you have faith the size of amustard seed, you
will say to thismountain, ‘Move fromhere to there,’and itwill
move; nothing will be impossible for you.”

21 *
22When they gathered together in Galilee, Jesus told them,

“TheSonofMan is going tobebetrayed into thehandsofmen.
23Theywill kill him, and on the third day hewill be raised.”

And they became greatly distressed.
The Temple Tax

24 After they arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the
temple tax came to Peter and said, “Your teacher pays the
double drachma tax, doesn’t he?”

25 He said, “Yes.” When Peter came into the house, Jesus
spoke to him first, “What do you think, Simon? From whom
doearthly kings collect tolls or taxes – from their sons or from
foreigners?”

26After he said, “From foreigners,” Jesus said to him, “Then
the sons are free.

27But so thatwedon’t offend them, go to the lake and throw
out a hook. Take the first fish that comes up, and when you
open its mouth, you will find a four drachma coin. Take that
and give it to them for me and you.”
* 17:21 [[EMPTY]]
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18
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus saying, “Who is the

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
2He called a child, had him stand among them,
3and said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn around and

become like little children, youwill never enter the kingdom
of heaven!

4Whoever then humbles himself like this little child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5 And whoever welcomes a child like this in my name
welcomesme.

6 “But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe
in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a huge
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the
open sea.

7 Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks! It is
necessary that stumbling blocks come, but woe to the person
through whom they come.

8 If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippledor lame
than tohave twohandsor two feet andbe thrown intoeternal
fire.

9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye than
to have two eyes and be thrown into fiery hell.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
10 “See that you do not disdain one of these little ones. For I

tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my
Father in heaven.

11 *
12What do you think? If someone owns a hundred sheep

and one of them goes astray, will he not leave the ninety-nine
on themountains and go look for the one that went astray?

13And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he will rejoicemore
over it than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.

14 In the sameway, your Father in heaven is notwilling that
one of these little ones be lost.

Restoring Christian Relationships
15 “If your brother sins, go and showhimhis fault when the

two of you are alone. If he listens to you, you have regained
your brother.

16But if he does not listen, take one or two others with you,
so that at the testimony of two or threewitnesses everymatter
may be established.

* 18:11 [[EMPTY]]
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17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. If he
refuses to listen to the church, treat him like aGentile or a tax
collector.

18“I tell you the truth,whatever youbindonearthwill have
been bound in heaven, and whatever you release on earth
will have been released in heaven.

19 Again, I tell you the truth, if two of you on earth agree
about whatever you ask, my Father in heaven will do it for
you.

20For where two or three are assembled in my name, I am
there among them.”

21ThenPeter came to himand said, “Lord, howmany times
must I forgive my brother who sins against me? As many as
seven times?”

22 Jesus said tohim, “Not seven times, I tell you, but seventy-
seven times!

The Parable of the Unforgiving Slave
23“For this reason, thekingdomofheaven is like akingwho

wanted to settle accounts with his slaves.
24 As he began settling his accounts, a man who owed ten

thousand talents was brought to him.
25Because hewas not able to repay it, the lord ordered him

to be sold, along with his wife, children, and whatever he
possessed, and repayment to bemade.

26 Then the slave threw himself to the ground before him,
saying, ‘Be patient withme, and I will repay you everything.’

27The lord had compassion on that slave and released him,
and forgave him the debt.

28 After he went out, that same slave found one of his
fellow slaves who owed him one hundred silver coins. So he
grabbed him by the throat and started to choke him, saying,
‘Pay back what you oweme!’

29 Then his fellow slave threw himself down and begged
him, ‘Be patient withme, and I will repay you.’

30 But he refused. Instead, he went out and threw him in
prison until he repaid the debt.

31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were very upset andwent and told their lord everything that
had taken place.

32 Then his lord called the first slave and said to him, ‘Evil
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you beggedme!

33 Should you not have shown mercy to your fellow slave,
just as I showed it to you?’

34 And in anger his lord turned him over to the prison
guards to torture him until he repaid all he owed.
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35 So also my heavenly Father will do to you, if each of you
does not forgive your brother from your heart.”

19
1Nowwhen Jesus finished these sayings, he left Galilee and

went to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan River.
2Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
3 Then some Pharisees came to him in order to test him.

They asked, “Is it lawful to divorce a wife for any cause?”
4 He answered, “Have you not read that from the begin-

ning the Creator made|strong="G4160" them male and
female themmale and female,

5 and said, ‘ For this reason a man will leave his father and
motherandwill beunitedwithhiswife, and the twowill become
one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what
God has joined together, let no one separate.”

7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command us to
give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?”

8 Jesus said to them, “Moses permitted you to divorce your
wives because of your hard hearts, but from the beginning it
was not this way.

9Now I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except
for immorality, andmarries another commits adultery.”

10The disciples said to him, “If this is the case of a husband
with a wife, it is better not to marry!”

11Hesaid to them, “Not everyone canaccept this statement,
except those to whom it has been given.

12 For there are some eunuchs who were that way from
birth, andsomewhoweremadeeunuchsbyothers, andsome
who became eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.
The one who is able to accept this should accept it.”

Jesus and Little Children
13 Then little children were brought to him for him to lay

his hands on them and pray. But the disciples scolded those
who brought them.

14But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do
not try to stop them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.”

15And he placed his hands on them andwent on his way.

The Rich YoungMan
16Now someone came up to him and said, “Teacher, what

good thingmust I do to gain eternal life?”
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17He said to him, “Why do you askme about what is good?
There is only one who is good. But if you want to enter into
life, keep the commandments.”

18 “Which ones?” he asked. Jesus replied, “ Do not murder,
donotcommitadultery, donotsteal, donotgive false testimony,

19 honor your father and mother, and love|
strong="G0025" your neighbor as yourself your
neighbor as yourself.”

20 The young man said to him, “I have wholeheartedly
obeyed all these laws. What do I still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go sell your
possessions andgive themoney to thepoor, andyouwill have
treasure in heaven. Then come, followme.”

22 But when the young man heard this he went away
sorrowful, for he was very rich.

23Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, itwill
be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven!

24Again I say, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich person to enter into the kingdom
of God.”

25 The disciples were greatly astonished when they heard
this and said, “Thenwho can be saved?”

26 Jesus looked at them and replied, “This is impossible for
mere humans, but for God all things are possible.”

27Then Peter said to him, “Look, we have left everything to
follow you! What then will there be for us?”

28 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth: In theagewhenall
things are renewed, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

29 And whoever has left houses or brothers or sisters or
father ormother or children or fields formy sakewill receive
a hundred times as much andwill inherit eternal life.

30But manywho are first will be last, and the last first.

20
1 “For the kingdomof heaven is like a landownerwhowent

out early in themorning to hire workers for his vineyard.
2 And after agreeing with the workers for the standard

wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
3When it was about nine o’clock in the morning, he went

out againand sawothers standingaround in themarketplace
without work.

4He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and I will
give you whatever is right.’
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5 So they went. When he went out again about noon and
three o’clock that afternoon, he did the same thing.

6 And about five o’clock that afternoon he went out and
found others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why are
you standing here all day without work?’

7 They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to
them, ‘You go andwork in the vineyard too.’

8When itwas evening the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the workers and give the pay starting with the
last hired until the first.’

9When those hired about five o’clock came, each received
a full day’s pay.

10 And when those hired first came, they thought they
would receivemore. But each one also received the standard
wage.

11When they received it, they began to complain against
the landowner,

12saying, ‘These last fellowsworkedonehour, andyouhave
made them equal to us who bore the hardship and burning
heat of the day.’

13And the landowner replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am
not treating you unfairly. Didn’t you agree with me to work
for the standard wage?

14Take what is yours and go. I want to give to this last man
the same as I gave to you.

15Am I not permitted to do what I want with what belongs
to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’

16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Third Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve

aside privately and said to them on the way,
18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man

will be handed over to the chief priests and the experts in the
law. They will condemn him to death,

19 and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and
flogged severely and crucified. Yet on the third day, hewill be
raised.”

ARequest for James and John
20Then themother of the sons of Zebedee came to himwith

her sons, and kneeling down she asked him for a favor.
21He said to her, “What do youwant?” She replied, “Permit

these two sons of mine to sit, one at your right hand and one
at your left, in your kingdom.”
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22 Jesus answered, “You don’t know what you are asking!
Are you able to drink the cup I am about to drink?” They said
to him, “We are able.”

23He told them, “Youwill drinkmycup, but to sit atmyright
and at my left is not mine to give. Rather, it is for those for
whom it has been prepared bymy Father.”

24Nowwhen the other tenheard this, theywere angrywith
the two brothers.

25But Jesus called themand said, “You know that the rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in high positions
use their authority over them.

26 It must not be this way among you! Instead whoever
wants to be great among youmust be your servant,

27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your
slave –

28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Two BlindMenHealed
29 As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed

them.
30 Two blind men were sitting by the road. When they

heard that Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Have mercy
on us, Lord, Son of David!”

31The crowd scolded them to get them to be quiet. But they
shouted even more loudly, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of
David!”

32 Jesus stopped, called them, and said, “What do you want
me to do for you?”

33They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
34Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Im-

mediately they received their sight and followed him.

21
1Nowwhen they approached Jerusalem and came to Beth-

phage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,
2 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Right away

you will find a donkey tied there, and a colt with her. Untie
them and bring them tome.

3 If anyone says anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”

4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:
5 “ Tell the people of Zion,
‘ Look, your king is coming to you,
unassuming and seated onadonkey,
and ona colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”

6So thediscipleswentanddidas Jesushad instructed them.
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7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their
cloaks on them, and he sat on them.

8Avery large crowdspread their cloakson the road. Others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.

9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those following
kept shouting, “Hosanna|strong="G5614" to the SonofDavid!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna|strong="G5614" in the highest!”

10As he entered Jerusalem the whole city was thrown into
an uproar, saying, “Who is this?”

11And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus,
fromNazareth in Galilee.”

Cleansing the Temple
12 Then Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all

those who were selling and buying in the temple courts, and
turned over the tables of the money changers and the chairs
of those selling doves.

13 And he said to them, “It is written, ‘ My house will be
calledahouseof prayer,’ but you are turning it into aden
of robbers!”

14Theblindand lamecame tohim in the temple courts, and
he healed them.

15Butwhen the chief priests and the experts in the law saw
the wonderful things he did and heard the children crying
out in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they
became indignant

16 and said to him, “Do you hear what they are saying?”
Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read, ‘ Out of
the mouths of children and nursing infants you have
prepared praise for yourself’?”

17And leaving them, hewent out of the city to Bethany and
spent the night there.

TheWithered Fig Tree
18Now early in the morning, as he returned to the city, he

was hungry.
19 After noticing a fig tree by the road he went to it, but

found nothing on it except leaves. He said to it, “Never again
will there be fruit from you!” And the fig tree withered at
once.

20 When the disciples saw it they were amazed, saying,
“How did the fig tree wither so quickly?”

21 Jesus answered them, “I tell you the truth, if you have
faith and do not doubt, not only will you do what was done
to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted
up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.
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22And whatever you ask in prayer, if you believe, you will
receive.”

The Authority of Jesus
23 Now after Jesus entered the temple courts, the chief

priests and elders of the people came up to him as he was
teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I will also ask you one question.
If you answer me then I will also tell you by what authority I
do these things.

25Where did John’s baptism come from? From heaven or
frompeople?” Theydiscussed thisamong themselves, saying,
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why did you not
believe him?’

26But if we say, ‘From people,’ we fear the crowd, for they
all consider John to be a prophet.”

27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.

The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you think? Amanhad two sons. Hewent to the

first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’
29The boy answered, ‘I will not.’ But later he had a change

of heart and went.
30The fatherwent to the other son and said the same thing.

This boy answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but did not go.
31Which of the two did his father’s will?” They said, “The

first.” Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, tax collectors
and prostituteswill go ahead of you into the kingdomof God!

32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and
youdidnot believehim. But the tax collectors andprostitutes
did believe. Although you saw this, you did not later change
yourminds and believe him.

The Parable of the Tenants
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who

planted a vineyard. He put a fence around it, dug a pit for
its winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenant farmers and went on a journey.

34When the harvest timewas near, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his portion of the crop.

35But the tenants seizedhis slaves, beat one, killed another,
and stoned another.

36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they
treated them the sameway.
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37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘Theywill respect
my son.’

38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to them-
selves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and get his
inheritance!’

39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him.

40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?”

41They said to him, “Hewill utterly destroy those evil men!
Thenhewill lease the vineyard to other tenantswhowill give
him his portion at the harvest.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scrip-
tures:
‘ Thestone thebuildersrejectedhasbecomethecorner-

stone.
This is from the Lord, and it ismarvelous in our eyes’?

43For this reason I tell you that the kingdom of God will be
taken from you and given to a people who will produce its
fruit.

44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces,
and the one onwhom it falls will be crushed.”

45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his para-
bles, they realized that he was speaking about them.

46 They wanted to arrest him, but they were afraid of the
crowds, because the crowds regarded him as a prophet.

22
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:
2 “The kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who

gave a wedding banquet for his son.
3He sent his slaves to summon thosewho had been invited

to the banquet, but they would not come.
4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have

been invited, “Look! The feast I have prepared for you is
ready. My oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.” ’

5But theywere indifferent andwent away, one to his farm,
another to his business.

6The rest seizedhis slaves, insolentlymistreated them, and
killed them.

7 The king was furious! He sent his soldiers, and they put
those murderers to death and set their city on fire.

8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but the
ones who had been invited were not worthy.

9So go into themain streets and invite everyone youfind to
the wedding banquet.’
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10And those slaves went out into the streets and gathered
all they found, both bad and good, and the wedding hall was
filled with guests.

11But when the king came in to see the wedding guests, he
saw aman there whowas not wearing wedding clothes.

12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here
without wedding clothes?’ But he had nothing to say.

13Then theking said tohis attendants, ‘Tiehimuphandand
foot and throw him into the outer darkness, where therewill
be weeping and gnashing of teeth!’

14Formany are called, but few are chosen.”
Paying Taxes to Caesar

15 Then the Pharisees went out and planned together to
entrap himwith his ownwords.

16Theysent tohimtheirdisciplesalongwith theHerodians,
saying, “Teacher,weknowthatyouare truthful, and teach the
way of God in accordance with the truth. You do not court
anyone’s favor because you show no partiality.

17Tell us then, what do you think? Is it right to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?”

18 But Jesus realized their evil intentions and said, “Hyp-
ocrites! Why are you testing me?

19 Showme the coin used for the tax.” So they brought him
a denarius.

20 Jesus said to them, “Whose image is this, and whose
inscription?”

21 They replied, “Caesar’s.” He said to them, “Then give to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s.”

22Now when they heard this they were stunned, and they
left him andwent away.

Marriage and the Resurrection
23 The same day Sadducees (who say there is no resurrec-

tion) came to him and asked him,
24 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘ If a man dies without having

children, hisbrothermustmarry thewidowand fatherchildren
for his brother.’

25Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one
married and died, and since he had no children he left his
wife to his brother.

26 The second did the same, and the third, down to the
seventh.

27Last of all, the woman died.
28 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife of the seven

will she be? For they all hadmarried her.”
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29 Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you
don’t know the scriptures or the power of God.

30For in the resurrection they neithermarry nor are given
inmarriage, but are like angels in heaven.

31 Now as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not
read what was spoken to you by God,

32 ‘ I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living!”

33 When the crowds heard this, they were amazed at his
teaching.

The Greatest Commandment
34Now when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the

Sadducees, they assembled together.
35And one of them, an expert in religious law, asked him a

question to test him:
36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the great-

est?”
37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your

heart, with all your soul, andwith all yourmind.’
38This is the first and greatest commandment.
39The second is like it : ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
40 All the law and the prophets depend on these two com-

mandments.”
TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord

41While the Pharisees were assembled, Jesus asked them a
question:

42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said, “The son of David.”

43He said to them, “How then does David by the Spirit call
him ‘Lord,’ saying,
44 ‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?

45 If David then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?”
46No one was able to answer him a word, and from that

day on no one dared to question him any longer.

23
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,
2 “The experts in the law and the Pharisees sit on Moses’

seat.
3Thereforepayattention towhat they tell youanddo it. But

do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they
teach.
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4 They tie up heavy loads, hard to carry, and put them on
men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing even to
lift a finger to move them.

5They do all their deeds to be seenby people, for theymake
their phylacteries wide and their tassels long.

6They love theplaceofhonoratbanquets and thebest seats
in the synagogues

7 and elaborate greetings in the marketplaces, and to have
people call them ‘Rabbi.’

8 But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one
Teacher and you are all brothers.

9 And call no one your ‘father’ on earth, for you have one
Father, who is in heaven.

10 Nor are you to be called ‘teacher,’ for you have one
teacher, the Christ.

11The greatest among youwill be your servant.
12And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and who-

ever humbles himself will be exalted.
13 “But woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees,

hypocrites! You keep locking people out of the kingdom of
heaven! For you neither enter nor permit those trying to
enter to go in.

14 *
15 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees,

hypocrites! You cross land and sea to make one convert, and
whenyou get one, youmakehim twice asmuch a child of hell
as yourselves!

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by
the temple is bound by nothing. But whoever swears by the
gold of the temple is bound by the oath.’

17Blind fools! Which is greater, the gold or the temple that
makes the gold sacred?

18And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar is bound by nothing.
But if anyone swears by the gift on it he is bound by the oath.’

19 You are blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar
that makes the gift sacred?

20 So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by
everything on it.

21And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and the
one who dwells in it.

22And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of
God and the one who sits on it.

23 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees,
hypocrites! You give a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, yet you
neglect what is more important in the law – justice, mercy,
* 23:14 [[EMPTY]]
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and faithfulness! You should have done these things without
neglecting the others.

24Blind guides! You strain out a gnat yet swallow a camel!
25 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees,

hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but
inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.

26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so that
the outside may become clean too!

27 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs that look beautiful
on the outside but inside are full of the bones of the dead and
of everything unclean.

28 In the same way, on the outside you look righteous to
people, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees,
hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate
the graves of the righteous.

30And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors,
we would not have participated with them in shedding the
blood of the prophets.’

31By saying this you testify against yourselves that you are
descendants of those whomurdered the prophets.

32Fill up then themeasure of your ancestors!
33You snakes, you offspring of vipers! Howwill you escape

being condemned to hell?
34“For this reason I amsending youprophets andwisemen

andexperts in the law, someofwhomyouwill kill andcrucify,
and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from
town to town,

35 so that on you will come all the righteous blood shed
on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between
the temple and the altar.

36 I tell you the truth, this generation will be held responsi-
ble for all these things!

Judgment on Israel
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and

stone those who are sent to you! How often I have longed
to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you would have none of it!

38Look, your house is left to you desolate!
39For I tell you, youwill not seeme fromnowuntil you say,

‘Blessed is the onewho comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”
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24
1 Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts and

walking away, his disciples came to show him the temple
buildings.

2Andhe said to them, “Doyou see all these things? I tell you
the truth, not one stonewill be left on another. Allwill be torn
down!”

Signs of the End of the Age
3Ashewas sittingon theMountofOlives, hisdisciples came

to him privately and said, “Tell us, when will these things
happen? Andwhat will be the sign of your coming and of the
end of the age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Watch out that no one misleads
you.

5For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’
and they will misleadmany.

6Youwill hear of wars and rumors of wars. Make sure that
you are not alarmed, for thismust happen, but the end is still
to come.

7 For nation will rise up in arms against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom. And there will be famines and earth-
quakes in various places.

8All these things are the beginning of birth pains.
Persecution of Disciples

9 “Then they will hand you over to be persecuted and will
kill you. You will be hated by all the nations because of my
name.

10 Then many will be led into sin, and they will betray one
another and hate one another.

11Andmany false prophets will appear and deceive many,
12 and because lawlessness will increase so much, the love

of manywill grow cold.
13But the person who endures to the end will be saved.
14And this gospel of thekingdomwill bepreached through-

out the whole inhabited earth as a testimony to all the na-
tions, and then the end will come.

The Abomination of Desolation
15 “Sowhen you see the abomination of desolation – spoken

about by Daniel the prophet – standing in the holy place (let
the reader understand),

16 then those in Judeamust flee to themountains.
17Theoneon the roofmust not comedown to take anything

out of his house,
18and theone in thefieldmustnot turnback togethis cloak.
19 Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are

nursing their babies in those days!
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20Pray thatyourflightmaynotbe inwinteroronaSabbath.
21For then therewill begreat sufferingunlikeanything that

has happened from the beginning of the world until now, or
ever will happen.

22 And if those days had not been cut short, no one would
be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut
short.

23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or
‘There he is!’ do not believe him.

24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and
perform great signs andwonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect.

25Remember, I have told you ahead of time.
26 So then, if someone says to you, ‘Look, he is in the

wilderness,’ do not go out, or ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’
do not believe him.

27For just like the lightning comes from the east andflashes
to the west, so the coming of the Son of Manwill be.

28Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.
The Arrival of the Son ofMan

29 “Immediately after the suffering of those days, the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars
will fall from heaven, and the powers of heavenwill be shaken.

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven,
and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. They will see the
Son of Man arriving on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.

31Andhewill sendhis angelswitha loud trumpetblast, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.

The Parable of the Fig Tree
32 “Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its

branchbecomes tenderandputs out its leaves, youknowthat
summer is near.

33 So also you, when you see all these things, know that he
is near, right at the door.

34 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away
until all these things take place.

35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away.

Be Ready!
36 “But as for that day and hour no one knows it – not even

the angels in heaven – except the Father alone.
37 For just like the days of Noah were, so the coming of the

Son of Manwill be.
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38 For in those days before the flood, people were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving inmarriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark.

39 And they knew nothing until the flood came and took
them all away. It will be the same at the coming of the Son
of Man.

40Then therewill be twomen in the field; onewill be taken
and one left.

41There will be twowomen grinding grainwith amill; one
will be taken and one left.

42 “Therefore stay alert, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come.

43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would
have been alert and would not have let his house be broken
into.

44 Therefore you also must be ready, because the Son of
Manwill come at an hour when you do not expect him.

The Faithful andWise Slave
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom the

master has put in charge of his household, to give the other
slaves their food at the proper time?

46Blessed is that slavewhomthemasterfindsatworkwhen
he comes.

47 I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of
all his possessions.

48But if that evil slave should say to himself, ‘Mymaster is
staying away a long time,’

49 and he begins to beat his fellow slaves and to eat and
drink with drunkards,

50 then themaster of that slavewill come on a daywhen he
does not expect him and at an hour he does not foresee,

51 and will cut him in two, and assign him a place with
the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

25
1“At that time thekingdomofheavenwill be like tenvirgins

who took their lamps andwent out to meet the bridegroom.
2Five of the virgins were foolish, and five were wise.
3When the foolish ones took their lamps, they did not take

extra olive oil with them.
4But the wise ones took flasks of olive oil with their lamps.
5When the bridegroom was delayed a long time, they all

became drowsy and fell asleep.
6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom

is here! Come out to meet him.’
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7Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.
8The foolish ones said to thewise, ‘Give us some of your oil,

because our lamps are going out.’
9 ‘No,’ they replied. ‘There won’t be enough for you and

for us. Go instead to those who sell oil and buy some for
yourselves.’

10 But while they had gone to buy it, the bridegroom ar-
rived, and those whowere readywent inside with him to the
wedding banquet. Then the door was shut.

11Later, the other virgins came too, saying, ‘Lord, lord! Let
us in!’

12But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I do not know you!’
13Therefore stay alert, because you do not know the day or

the hour.

The Parable of the Talents
14 “For it is like a man going on a journey, who summoned

his slaves and entrusted his property to them.
15Toonehegavefive talents, toanother two, and toanother

one, each according to his ability. Then he went on his
journey.

16Theonewhohadreceivedfive talentswentoffrightaway
and put his money to work and gained fivemore.

17 In the sameway, the one who had two gained twomore.
18 But the one who had received one talent went out and

dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money in it.
19 After a long time, the master of those slaves came and

settled his accounts with them.
20 The one who had received the five talents came and

brought five more, saying, ‘Sir, you entrusted me with five
talents. See, I have gained fivemore.’

21Hismasteranswered, ‘Welldone, goodand faithful slave!
Youhavebeen faithful in a few things. Iwill put you in charge
of many things. Enter into the joy of yourmaster.’

22The onewith the two talents also came and said, ‘Sir, you
entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained twomore.’

23Hismasteranswered, ‘Welldone, goodand faithful slave!
You have been faithful with a few things. I will put you in
charge of many things. Enter into the joy of yourmaster.’

24Then the one who had received the one talent came and
said, ‘Sir, I knew that youwere a hardman, harvestingwhere
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed,

25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. See, you have what is yours.’
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26 But his master answered, ‘Evil and lazy slave! So you
knew that I harvest where I didn’t sow and gather where I
didn’t scatter?

27 Then you should have deposited my money with the
bankers, and onmy return I would have receivedmymoney
back with interest!

28Therefore take the talent from him and give it to the one
who has ten.

29For the onewho haswill be givenmore, and hewill have
more thanenough. But theonewhodoesnothave, evenwhat
he has will be taken from him.

30And throw that worthless slave into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

The Judgment
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the

angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.
32All the nationswill be assembled before him, and hewill

separate people one from another like a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats.

33Hewill put the sheeponhis right and the goats onhis left.
34 Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you

who are blessed bymy Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.

35For Iwas hungry and you gaveme food, Iwas thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invitedme in,

36 Iwas naked and you gaveme clothing, Iwas sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visitedme.’

37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink?

38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
naked and clothe you?

39When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
40And the king will answer them, ‘I tell you the truth, just

as you did it for one of the least of these brothers or sisters of
mine, you did it for me.’

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me,
you accursed, into the eternal fire that has been prepared for
the devil and his angels!

42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was
thirsty and you gaveme nothing to drink.

43 I was a stranger and you did not receive me as a guest,
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.’
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44 Then they too will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not give you whatever you needed?’

45Thenhewill answer them, ‘I tell you the truth, just as you
did not do it for one of the least of these, you did not do it for
me.’

46 And these will depart into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”

26
1When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he told

his disciples,
2 “Youknow that after twodays the Passover is coming, and

the Son of Manwill be handed over to be crucified.”
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people met

together in the palace of the high priest, who was named
Caiaphas.

4They planned to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.
5But they said, “Not during the feast, so that there won’t be

a riot among the people.”
Jesus’Anointing

6Nowwhile Jesuswas in Bethany at the house of Simon the
leper,

7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of expensive
perfumed oil, and she poured it on his head as he was at the
table.

8When the disciples saw this, they became indignant and
said, “Why this waste?

9 It could have been sold at a high price and the money
given to the poor!”

10When Jesus learnedof this, he said to them, “Whyareyou
bothering this woman? She has done a good service for me.

11For you will always have the poor with you, but you will
not always haveme!

12Whenshepoured thisoil onmybody, shedid it toprepare
me for burial.

13 I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is proclaimed
in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in
memory of her.”

The Plan to Betray Jesus
14 Then one of the twelve, the one named Judas Iscariot,

went to the chief priests
15and said, “What will you giveme to betray him into your

hands?” So they set out thirty silver coins for him.
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16 From that time on, Judas began looking for an opportu-
nity to betray him.

The Passover
17Nowon the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread the

disciples came to Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to
prepare for you to eat the Passover?”

18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him,
‘The Teacher says, “My time is near. I will observe the
Passover withmy disciples at your house.” ’ ”

19 So the disciples did as Jesus had instructed them, and
they prepared the Passover.

20When it was evening, he took his place at the table with
the twelve.

21And while they were eating he said, “I tell you the truth,
one of you will betrayme.”

22 They became greatly distressed and each one began to
say to him, “Surely not I, Lord?”

23He answered, “The onewho has dipped his hand into the
bowl withmewill betrayme.

24The Son ofManwill go as it iswritten about him, butwoe
to thatman bywhom the Son ofMan is betrayed! It would be
better for him if he had never been born.”

25Then Judas, the onewhowould betray him, said, “Surely
not I, Rabbi?” Jesus replied, “You have said it yourself.”

The Lord’s Supper
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after

giving thanks he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat, this is my body.”

27And after taking the cup and giving thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you,

28 for this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, that is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

29 I tell you, from now on I will not drink of this fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my
Father’s kingdom.”

30 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.

The Prediction of Peter’s Denial
31Then Jesus said to them, “This night youwill all fall away

because of me, for it is written:
‘ I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flockwill be scattered.’

32 But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into
Galilee.”
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33Peter said to him, “If they all fall away because of you,
I will never fall away!”

34 Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, on this night,
before the rooster crows, you will denyme three times.”

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will
never deny you.” And all the disciples said the same thing.

Gethsemane
36Then Jesuswentwith them to a place calledGethsemane,

andhe said to thedisciples, “Sit herewhile I go over there and
pray.”

37He tookwith him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and
became anguished and distressed.

38Then he said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, even to
the point of death. Remain here and stay awake withme.”

39Goinga little farther, he threwhimself downwithhis face
to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if possible, let this cup
pass fromme! Yet not what I will, but what you will.”

40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping.
He said to Peter, “So, couldn’t you stay awakewithme for one
hour?

41 Stay awake and pray that you will not fall into tempta-
tion. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if
this cup cannotbe takenawayunless I drink it, yourwillmust
be done.”

43He came again and found them sleeping; they could not
keep their eyes open.

44 So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the
third time, saying the same thing oncemore.

45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you
still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is approaching, and
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

46Get up, let us go. Look! My betrayer is approaching!”
Betrayal and Arrest

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,
arrived. With himwas a large crowd armedwith swords and
clubs, sent by the chief priests and elders of the people.

48 (Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The
one I kiss is the man. Arrest him!”)

49 Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings,
Rabbi,” and kissed him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.”
Then they came and took hold of Jesus and arrested him.

51 But one of those with Jesus grabbed his sword, drew it
out, and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his ear.



Matthew 26:52 55 Matthew 26:68

52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back in its place!
For all who take hold of the sword will die by the sword.

53Or do you think that I cannot call on my Father, and that
he would send me more than twelve legions of angels right
now?

54How then would the scriptures that say it must happen
this way be fulfilled?”

55At that moment Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come
out with swords and clubs to arrest me like you would an
outlaw? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple courts, yet
you did not arrest me.

56 But this has happened so that the scriptures of the
prophets would be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him
and fled.

Condemned by the Sanhedrin
57 Now the ones who had arrested Jesus led him to Ca-

iaphas, the high priest, in whose house the experts in the law
and the elders had gathered.

58But Peter was following him from a distance, all the way
to the high priest’s courtyard. After going in, he sat with the
guards to see the outcome.

59The chief priests and thewhole Sanhedrinwere trying to
find false testimony against Jesus so that they could put him
to death.

60 But they did not find anything, though many false wit-
nesses came forward. Finally two came forward

61 and declared, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’ ”

62So the high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no
answer? What is this that they are testifying against you?”

63But Jesuswas silent. Thehighpriest said tohim, “I charge
you under oath by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ,
the Son of God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “Youhave said it yourself. But I tell you,
from now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and declared, “He
has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? Now you
have heard the blasphemy!

66What is your verdict?” They answered, “He is guilty and
deserves death.”

67Then they spat in his face and struck himwith their fists.
And some slapped him,

68 saying, “Prophesy for us, you Christ! Who hit you?”
Peter’s Denials
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69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A slave
girl came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the
Galilean.”

70But he denied it in front of them all: “I don’t know what
you’re talking about!”

71When hewent out to the gateway, another slave girl saw
him and said to the people there, “This man was with Jesus
the Nazarene.”

72Hedenied it againwith an oath, “I do not know theman!”
73After a little while, those standing there came up to Peter

and said, “You really are one of them too – even your accent
gives you away!”

74At that he began to curse, and he swore with an oath, “I
do not know theman!” At that moment a rooster crowed.

75ThenPeter rememberedwhat Jesushad said: “Before the
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went
outside and wept bitterly.

27
1When itwas early in themorning, all the chief priests and

the elders of the people plotted against Jesus to execute him.
2 They tied him up, led him away, and handed him over to

Pilate the governor.

Judas’ Suicide
3Now when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus

had been condemned, he regretted what he had done and
returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the
elders,

4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood!” But
they said, “What is that to us? You take care of it yourself!”

5 So Judas threw the silver coins into the temple and left.
Then he went out and hanged himself.

6The chief priests took the silver and said, “It is not lawful
to put this into the temple treasury, since it is bloodmoney.”

7 After consulting together they bought the Potter’s Field
with it, as a burial place for foreigners.

8 For this reason that field has been called the “Field of
Blood” to this day.

9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled : “They took the thirty silver coins, the price of the one
whose price had been set by the people of Israel,

10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord
commandedme.”

Jesus and Pilate
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11 Then Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You
say so.”

12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and the
elders, he did not respond.

13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many
charges they are bringing against you?”

14 But he did not answer even one accusation, so that the
governor was quite amazed.

15During the feast the governorwas accustomed to release
one prisoner to the crowd, whomever they wanted.

16 At that time they had in custody a notorious prisoner
named Jesus Barabbas.

17So after they had assembled, Pilate said to them, “Whom
do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus
who is called the Christ?”

18 (For he knew that they had handed him over because of
envy.)

19 As he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent
a message to him: “Have nothing to do with that innocent
man; I have suffered greatly as a result of a dream about him
today.”

20But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds
to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed.

21Thegovernor asked them, “Whichof the twodoyouwant
me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas!”

22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus
who is called the Christ?” They all said, “Crucify him!”

23 He asked, “Why? What wrong has he done?” But they
shoutedmore insistently, “Crucify him!”

Jesus is Condemned andMocked
24 When Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but that

instead a riot was starting, he took some water, washed his
handsbefore the crowdand said, “I am innocent of thisman’s
blood. You take care of it yourselves!”

25 In reply all the people said, “Let his blood be onus and on
our children!”

26 Then he released Barabbas for them. But after he had
Jesus flogged, he handed him over to be crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the gover-
nor’s residence and gathered the whole cohort around him.

28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe around him,
29 and after braiding a crown of thorns, they put it on his

head. They put a staff in his right hand, and kneeling down
before him, theymocked him: “Hail, king of the Jews!”
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30 They spat on him and took the staff and struck him
repeatedly on the head.

31 When they had mocked him, they stripped him of the
robe and put his own clothes back on him. Then they led him
away to crucify him.

The Crucifixion
32 As they were going out, they found a man from Cyrene

named Simon, whom they forced to carry his cross.
33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which means

“Place of the Skull”)
34andoffered Jesuswinemixedwith gall to drink. But after

tasting it, he would not drink it.
35When they had crucified him, they divided his clothes by

throwing dice.
36Then they sat down and kept guard over him there.
37 Above his head they put the charge against him, which

read: “This is Jesus, the king of the Jews.”
38 Then two outlaws were crucified with him, one on his

right and one on his left.
39Those who passed by defamed him, shaking their heads
40and saying, “Youwho can destroy the temple and rebuild

it in three days, save yourself! If you are God’s Son, come
down from the cross!”

41 In the sameway even the chief priests – togetherwith the
experts in the law and elders –weremocking him:

42 “He saved others, but he cannot save himself! He is the
king of Israel! If he comes down now from the cross, we will
believe in him!

43 He trusts in God – let God, if he wants to, deliver him now
because he said, ‘I am God’s Son’!”

44 The robbers who were crucified with him also spoke
abusively to him.

Jesus’Death
45Now from noon until three, darkness came over all the

land.
46At about three o’clock Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “

Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? ” that is, “My God, my God, why
have you forsakenme?”

47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This
man is calling for Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink.

49But the rest said, “Leave him alone! Let’s see if Elijahwill
come to save him.”
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50Then Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up
his spirit.

51 Just then the temple curtain was torn in two, from top to
bottom. The earth shook and the rocks were split apart.

52And tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints
who had died were raised.

53 (They came out of the tombs after his resurrection and
went into the holy city and appeared to many people.)

54Now when the centurion and those with him who were
guarding Jesus saw the earthquake andwhat took place, they
were extremely terrified and said, “Truly this one was God’s
Son!”

55Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and
givenhim supportwere also there,watching fromadistance.

56Among themwereMaryMagdalene, Mary themother of
James and Joseph, and themother of the sons of Zebedee.

Jesus’ Burial
57Now when it was evening, there came a rich man from

Arimathea, named Joseph, whowas also a disciple of Jesus.
58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then

Pilate ordered that it be given to him.
59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,
60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut in the

rock. Then he rolled a great stone across the entrance of the
tomb andwent away.

61 (Now Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting
there, opposite the tomb.)

The Guard at the Tomb
62 The next day (which is after the day of preparation) the

chief priests and the Pharisees assembled before Pilate
63and said, “Sir, we remember thatwhile that deceiverwas

still alive he said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’
64 So give orders to secure the tomb until the third day.

Otherwise his disciples may come and steal his body and say
to the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last
deception will be worse than the first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “Take a guard of soldiers. Go and
make it as secure as you can.”

66So theywentwith the soldiers of the guard andmade the
tomb secure by sealing the stone.

28
1 Now after the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the

week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at
the tomb.
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2 Suddenly there was a severe earthquake, for an angel of
the Lord descending from heaven came and rolled away the
stone and sat on it.

3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were
white as snow.

4 The guards were shaken and became like dead men
because they were so afraid of him.

5But the angel said to thewomen, “Donot be afraid; I know
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.

6He isnot here, forhehasbeen raised, just ashe said. Come
and see the place where he was lying.

7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised
from the dead. He is going ahead of you into Galilee. Youwill
see him there.’ Listen, I have told you!”

8 So they left the tomb quickly, with fear and great joy, and
ran to tell his disciples.

9 But Jesus met them, saying, “Greetings!” They came to
him, held on to his feet and worshiped him.

10Then Jesus said to them, “Donot be afraid. Go and tellmy
brothers to go to Galilee. They will see me there.”

The Guards’ Report
11While they were going, some of the guard went into the

city and told the chief priests everything that had happened.
12 After they had assembled with the elders and formed a

plan, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers,
13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came at night

and stole his body while we were asleep.’
14 If thismatter is heard before the governor,wewill satisfy

him and keep you out of trouble.”
15 So they took the money and did as they were instructed.

And this story is told among the Jews to this day.
The Great Commission

16 So the eleven disciples went to Galilee to the mountain
Jesus had designated.

17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but some
doubted.

18 Then Jesus came up and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.

19Therefore go andmake disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit,

20 teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.”
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Mark
TheMinistry of John the Baptist

1Thebeginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son ofGod.
2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“ Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,
whowill prepare yourway,
3 the voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”

4 In the wilderness John the baptizer began preaching a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

5 People from the whole Judean countryside and all of
Jerusalemwere going out to him, and he was baptizing them
in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.

6 John wore a garment made of camel’s hair with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.

7He proclaimed, “One more powerful than I am is coming
after me; I am not worthy to bend down and untie the strap
of his sandals.

8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus
9 Now in those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee

and was baptized by John in the Jordan River.
10And just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw

the heavens splitting apart and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove.

11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my one dear
Son; in you I take great delight.”

12The Spirit immediately drove him into the wilderness.
13 He was in the wilderness forty days, enduring tempta-

tions from Satan. Hewaswithwild animals, and angelswere
ministering to his needs.

Preaching in Galilee and the Call of the Disciples
14Now after John was imprisoned, Jesus went into Galilee

and proclaimed the gospel of God.
15He said, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is

near. Repent and believe the gospel!”
16 As he went along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and

Andrew, Simon’s brother, casting a net into the sea (for they
were fishermen).
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17 Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will turn you into
fishers of people.”

18They left their nets immediately and followed him.
19Goingona little farther, he sawJames, the sonofZebedee,

and John his brother in their boat mending nets.
20 Immediately he called them, and they left their father

Zebedee in the boat with the hiredmen and followed him.
Jesus’Authority

21Then theywent to Capernaum. When the Sabbath came,
Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.

22 The people there were amazed by his teaching, because
he taught them like one who had authority, not like the
experts in the law.

23 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an
unclean spirit, and he cried out,

24 “Leave us alone, Jesus the Nazarene! Have you come to
destroy us? I knowwho you are – the Holy One of God!”

25But Jesus rebuked him: “Silence! Come out of him!”
26After throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit

cried out with a loud voice and came out of him.
27 They were all amazed so that they asked each other,

“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He even
commands the unclean spirits and they obey him.”

28So the news about him spread quickly throughout all the
region around Galilee.

Healings at Simon’s House
29 Now as soon as they left the synagogue, they entered

Simon and Andrew’s house, with James and John.
30Simon’smother-in-lawwas lying down, sickwith a fever,

so they spoke to Jesus at once about her.
31 He came and raised her up by gently taking her hand.

Then the fever left her and she began to serve them.
32When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him

all who were sick and demon-possessed.
33The whole town gathered by the door.
34 So he healed many who were sick with various diseases

and drove out many demons. But he would not permit the
demons to speak, because they knew him.

Praying and Preaching
35 Then Jesus got up early in the morning when it was still

very dark, departed, and went out to a deserted place, and
there he spent time in prayer.

36 Simon and his companions searched for him.
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37When they foundhim, they said, “Everyone is looking for
you.”

38 He replied, “Let us go elsewhere, into the surrounding
villages, so that I canpreach there too. For that iswhat I came
out here to do.”

39 So he went into all of Galilee preaching in their syna-
gogues and casting out demons.

Cleansing a Leper
40Now a leper came to him and fell to his knees, asking for

help. “If you are willing, you canmakeme clean,” he said.
41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out his hand

and touched him, saying, “I amwilling. Be clean!”
42The leprosy left him at once, and he was clean.
43 Immediately Jesus sent theman awaywith a very strong

warning.
44He told him, “See that you do not say anything to anyone,

but go, show yourself to a priest, and bring the offering
that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to
them.”

45But as themanwent out he began to announce it publicly
and spread the story widely, so that Jesus was no longer able
to enter any townopenly but stayed outside in remote places.
Still they kept coming to him from everywhere.

2
1 Now after some days, when he returned to Capernaum,

the news spread that he was at home.
2Somany gathered that therewas no longer any room, not

even by the door, and he preached the word to them.
3 Some people came bringing to him a paralytic, carried by

four of them.
4 When they were not able to bring him in because of

the crowd, they removed the roof above Jesus. Then, after
tearing it out, they lowered the stretcher the paralytic was
lying on.

5When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son,
your sins are forgiven.”

6 Now some of the experts in the law were sitting there,
turning these things over in their minds:

7 “Why does this man speak this way? He is blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

8 Now immediately, when Jesus realized in his spirit that
they were contemplating such thoughts, he said to them,
“Why are you thinking such things in your hearts?

9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up, take your stretcher, and walk’?
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10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins,” – he said to the paralytic
–

11 “I tell you, stand up, take your stretcher, and go home.”
12 And immediately the man stood up, took his stretcher,

and went out in front of them all. They were all amazed
and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like
this!”

The Call of Levi; Eatingwith Sinners
13 Jesus went out again by the sea. The whole crowd came

to him, and he taught them.
14Ashewentalong, he sawLevi, the sonofAlphaeus, sitting

at the tax booth. “Follow me,” he said to him. And he got up
and followed him.

15As Jesus was having ameal in Levi’s home, many tax col-
lectors and sinners were eating with Jesus and his disciples,
for there weremanywho followed him.

16When the experts in the law and the Pharisees saw that
hewas eatingwith sinners and tax collectors, they said to his
disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

17When Jesus heard this he said to them, “Those who are
healthy don’t need a physician, but those who are sick do. I
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Superiority of the New
18Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. So

they came to Jesus and said, “Why do the disciples of John
and thedisciples of thePharisees fast, but yourdisciplesdon’t
fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “Thewedding guests cannot fastwhile
the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have
the bridegroomwith them they do not fast.

20 But the days are coming when the bridegroom will be
taken from them, and at that time they will fast.

21 No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old gar-
ment; otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the new from
the old, and the tear becomes worse.

22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins; other-
wise, thewinewill burst the skins, and both thewine and the
skinswill be destroyed. Instead newwine is poured into new
wineskins.”

Lord of the Sabbath
23 Jesus was going through the grain fields on a Sabbath,

and his disciples began to pick some heads of wheat as they
made their way.



Mark 2:24 65 Mark 3:14

24 So the Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing
what is against the law on the Sabbath?”

25 He said to them, “Have you never read what David
did when he was in need and he and his companions were
hungry –

26 how he entered the house of God when Abiathar was
high priest and ate the sacred bread, which is against the
law for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to his
companions?”

27Thenhe said to them, “The Sabbathwasmade for people,
not people for the Sabbath.

28 For this reason the Son of Man is lord even of the Sab-
bath.”

3
1 Then Jesus entered the synagogue again, and a man was

there who had a withered hand.
2Theywatched Jesus closely to see if he would heal him on

the Sabbath, so that they could accuse him.
3 So he said to themanwho had the withered hand, “Stand

up among all these people.”
4 Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good on the

Sabbath, or evil, to save a life or destroy it?” But they were
silent.

5 After looking around at them in anger, grieved by the
hardness of their hearts, he said to theman, “Stretch out your
hand.” He stretched it out, and his handwas restored.

6So thePhariseeswent out immediately andbeganplotting
with the Herodians, as to how they could assassinate him.

Crowds by the Sea
7 Then Jesus went away with his disciples to the sea, and a

great multitude from Galilee followed him. And from Judea,
8 Jerusalem, a great multitude came to him when they

heard about the things he had done.
9Because of the crowd, he told his disciples to have a small

boat ready for him so the crowdwould not press toward him.
10 For he had healed many, so that all who were afflicted

with diseases pressed toward him in order to touch him.
11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell

down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.”
12But he sternly ordered them not to make him known.
Appointing the Twelve Apostles

13Now Jesus went up themountain and called for those he
wanted, and they came to him.

14He appointed twelve (whomhe named apostles ), so that
they would be with him and he could send them to preach
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15and to have authority to cast out demons.
16He appointed twelve: To Simon he gave the name Peter;
17 to James and his brother John, the sons of Zebedee, he

gave the name Boanerges (that is, “sons of thunder”);
18 and Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas,

James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot,
19and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Jesus and Beelzebul
20Now Jesuswent home, and a crowd gathered so that they

were not able to eat.
21Whenhis familyheard this theywent out to restrainhim,

for they said, “He is out of his mind.”
22 The experts in the law who came down from Jerusalem

said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and, “By the ruler of
demons he casts out demons.”

23 So he called them and spoke to them in parables: “How
can Satan cast out Satan?

24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom will
not be able to stand.

25 If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be
able to stand.

26And if Satan rises against himself and is divided, he is not
able to stand and his end has come.

27But no one is able to enter a strongman’s house and steal
his property unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he
can thoroughly plunder his house.

28 I tell you the truth, people will be forgiven for all sins,
even all the blasphemies they utter.

29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will
never be forgiven, but is guilty of an eternal sin”

30 (because they said, “He has an unclean spirit” ).

Jesus’ True Family
31 Then Jesus’ mother and his brothers came. Standing

outside, they sent word to him, to summon him.
32 A crowd was sitting around him and they said to him,

“Look, yourmotherandyourbrothers areoutside looking for
you.”

33He answered them and said, “Who are my mother and
my brothers?”

34 And looking at those who were sitting around him in a
circle, he said, “Here aremymother andmy brothers!

35Forwhoever does thewill of God ismybrother and sister
andmother.”
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4
1Again he began to teach by the lake. Such a large crowd

gathered around him that he got into a boat on the lake and
sat therewhile thewhole crowdwas on the shore by the lake.

2 He taught them many things in parables, and in his
teaching said to them:

3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow.
4 And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the

birds came and devoured it.
5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it did not have

much soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep.
6When the sun cameup itwas scorched, and because it did

not have sufficient root, it withered.
7Other seed fell among the thorns, and they grew up and

choked it, and it did not produce grain.
8 But other seed fell on good soil and produced grain,

sprouting and growing; some yielded thirty times as much,
some sixty, and some a hundred times.”

9Andhe said, “Whoever has ears to hear had better listen!”

The Purpose of Parables
10When he was alone, those around him with the twelve

asked him about the parables.
11He said to them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has

been given to you. But to those outside, everything is in
parables,
12 so that although they look theymay look but not see,
and although they hear theymay hear but not understand,
so theymay not repent and be forgiven.”

13 He said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable?
Then howwill you understand any parable?

14The sower sows the word.
15 These are the ones on the path where the word is sown:

Whenever they hear, immediately Satan comes and snatches
the word that was sown in them.

16 These are the ones sown on rocky ground: As soon as
they hear the word, they receive it with joy.

17But they have no root in themselves and do not endure.
Then, when trouble or persecution comes because of the
word, immediately they fall away.

18Others are the ones sown among thorns: They are those
who hear the word,

19 but worldly cares, the seductiveness of wealth, and the
desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it
produces nothing.
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20But these are the ones sown on good soil: They hear the
word and receive it and bear fruit, one thirty times as much,
one sixty, and one a hundred.”

The Parable of the Lamp
21 He also said to them, “A lamp isn’t brought to be put

under a basket or under a bed, is it? Isn’t it to be placed on
a lampstand?

22For nothing is hidden except to be revealed, and nothing
concealed except to be brought to light.

23 If anyone has ears to hear, he had better listen!”
24Andhe said to them, “Take care aboutwhat youhear. The

measure you use will be the measure you receive, and more
will be added to you.

25 For whoever has will be given more, but whoever does
not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”

The Parable of the Growing Seed
26He also said, “The kingdom of God is like someone who

spreads seed on the ground.
27He goes to sleep and gets up, night and day, and the seed

sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.
28By itself the soil produces a crop, first the stalk, then the

head, then the full grain in the head.
29Andwhen the grain is ripe, he sends in the sickle because

the harvest has come.”
The Parable of theMustard Seed

30He also asked, “To what can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable can we use to present it?

31 It is like a mustard seed that when sown in the ground,
even though it is the smallest of all the seeds in the ground –

32 when it is sown, it grows up, becomes the greatest of
all garden plants, and grows large branches so that the wild
birds can nest in its shade.”

The Use of Parables
33 So with many parables like these, he spoke the word to

them, as they were able to hear.
34Hedidnot speak to themwithout aparable. But privately

he explained everything to his own disciples.

Stilling of a Storm
35On that day, when evening came, Jesus said to his disci-

ples, “Let’s go across to the other side of the lake.”
36So after leaving the crowd, they tookhimalong, just as he

was, in the boat, and other boats were with him.
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37Now a great windstorm developed and the waves were
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was nearly swamped.

38Buthewas in the stern, sleeping ona cushion. Theywoke
him up and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care that we are
about to die?”

39 So he got up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Be quiet! Calm down!” Then the wind stopped, and it was
dead calm.

40Andhe said to them, “Whyare you cowardly? Doyou still
not have faith?”

41Theywere overwhelmed by fear and said to one another,
“Who then is this? Even the wind and sea obey him!”

5
1 So they came to the other side of the lake, to the region of

the Gerasenes.
2 Just as Jesus was getting out of the boat, a man with an

unclean spirit came from the tombs andmet him.
3 He lived among the tombs, and no one could bind him

anymore, not even with a chain.
4For his hands and feet had often been bound with chains

and shackles, buthehad torn the chains apart andbroken the
shackles in pieces. No onewas strong enough to subdue him.

5 Each night and every day among the tombs and in the
mountains, he would cry out and cut himself with stones.

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed
down before him.

7 Then he cried out with a loud voice, “Leave me alone,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God! I implore you by God – do
not torment me!”

8 (For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of that man, you
unclean spirit!”)

9 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “My
name is Legion, for we aremany.”

10He begged Jesus repeatedly not to send them out of the
region.

11There on the hillside, a great herd of pigs was feeding.
12 And the demonic spirits begged him, “Send us into the

pigs. Let us enter them.”
13 Jesus gave them permission. So the unclean spirits came

out and went into the pigs. Then the herd rushed down
the steep slope into the lake, and about two thousand were
drowned in the lake.

14 Now the herdsmen ran off and spread the news in the
town and countryside, and the people went out to see what
had happened.
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15 They came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man
sitting there, clothed and in his right mind – the onewho had
the “Legion” – and they were afraid.

16 Those who had seen what had happened to the demon-
possessedman reported it, and they also told about the pigs.

17Then they asked Jesus to leave their region.
18 As he was getting into the boat the man who had been

demon-possessed asked if he could go with him.
19But Jesus did not permit him to do so. Instead, he said to

him, “Go to your home and to your people and tell themwhat
the Lord has done for you, that he hadmercy on you.”

20 So he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis
what Jesus had done for him, and all were amazed.

Restoration andHealing
21When Jesus had crossed again in a boat to the other side,

a large crowd gathered around him, and he was by the sea.
22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came

up, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet.
23He asked him urgently, “My little daughter is near death.

Come and lay your hands on her so that she may be healed
and live.”

24 Jesus went with him, and a large crowd followed and
pressed around him.

25Now awomanwas there who had been suffering from a
hemorrhage for twelve years.

26 She had endured a great deal under the care of many
doctors and had spent all that she had. Yet instead of getting
better, she grewworse.

27When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in
the crowd and touched his cloak,

28 for she kept saying, “If only I touch his clothes, I will be
healed.”

29Atonce thebleeding stopped, andshe felt inherbody that
she was healed of her disease.

30 Jesus knew at once that power had gone out from him.
He turned around in the crowd and said, “Who touched my
clothes?”

31 His disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing
against you and you say, ‘Who touchedme?’ ”

32But he looked around to see who had done it.
33Then thewoman,with fearand trembling, knowingwhat

hadhappened to her, cameand fell downbefore himand told
him the whole truth.

34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well.
Go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
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35While he was still speaking, people came from the syn-
agogue ruler’s house saying, “Your daughter has died. Why
trouble the teacher any longer?”

36But Jesus, paying no attention to what was said, told the
synagogue ruler, “Do not be afraid; just believe.”

37Hedidnot let anyone followhimexcept Peter, James, and
John, the brother of James.

38They came to the house of the synagogue ruler where he
saw noisy confusion and people weeping andwailing loudly.

39 When he entered he said to them, “Why are you dis-
tressed andweeping? The child is not dead but asleep.”

40And they began making fun of him. But he put them all
outsideandhe took the child’s fatherandmotherandhis own
companions and went into the roomwhere the child was.

41Then, gently taking the child by the hand, he said to her, “
Talitha koum,”whichmeans, “Little girl, I say to you, get up.”

42Thegirl gotupat onceandbegan towalkaround (shewas
twelve years old). They were completely astonished at this.

43He strictly ordered that no one should know about this,
and told them to give her something to eat.

6
1Now Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and

his disciples followed him.
2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the syn-

agogue. Many who heard him were astonished, saying,
“Where did he get these ideas? And what is this wisdom that
has beengiven tohim? What are thesemiracles that are done
through his hands?

3 Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And aren’t his sisters here
with us?” And so they took offense at him.

4 Then Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor
except in his hometown, and among his relatives, and in his
own house.”

5 He was not able to do a miracle there, except to lay his
hands on a few sick people and heal them.

6 And he was amazed because of their unbelief. Then he
went around among the villages and taught.

Sending Out the Twelve Apostles
7 Jesus called the twelve and began to send themout two by

two. He gave them authority over the unclean spirits.
8He instructed them to take nothing for the journey except

a staff – no bread, no bag, nomoney in their belts –
9and to put on sandals but not to wear two tunics.
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10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there
until you leave the area.

11 If a place will not welcome you or listen to you, as you
go out from there, shake the dust off your feet as a testimony
against them.”

12 So they went out and preached that all should repent.
13 They cast out many demons and anointed many sick

people with oil and healed them.

The Death of John the Baptist
14NowKing Herod heard this, for Jesus’ name had become

known. Somewere saying, “John thebaptizerhasbeenraised
from the dead, and because of this, miraculous powers are at
work in him.”

15Others said, “He is Elijah.” Others said, “He is a prophet,
like one of the prophets from the past.”

16 But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom I
beheaded, has been raised!”

17 For Herod himself had sent men, arrested John, and
bound him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother
Philip’s wife, because Herod hadmarried her.

18 For John had repeatedly told Herod, “It is not lawful for
you to have your brother’s wife.”

19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against him and wanted to
kill him. But she could not

20 because Herod stood in awe of John and protected him,
sinceheknew that Johnwas a righteous andholyman. When
Herodheardhim, hewas thoroughly baffled, and yet he liked
to listen to John.

21But a suitable day came, when Herod gave a banquet on
his birthday for his court officials,military commanders, and
leaders of Galilee.

22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she
pleasedHerod andhis dinner guests. The king said to the girl,
“Askme for whatever you want and I will give it to you.”

23He swore to her, “Whatever you ask I will give you, up to
half my kingdom.”

24 So she went out and said to her mother, “What should I
ask for?” Hermother said, “The head of John the baptizer.”

25 Immediately she hurried back to the king and made her
request: “I want the head of John the Baptist on a platter
immediately.”

26 Although it grieved the king deeply, he did not want to
reject her request because of his oath and his guests.

27 So the king sent an executioner at once to bring John’s
head, and he went and beheaded John in prison.
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28He brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl,
and the girl gave it to her mother.

29When John’s disciples heard this, they came and took his
body and placed it in a tomb.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
30 Then the apostles gathered around Jesus and told him

everything they had done and taught.
31He said to them, “Come with me privately to an isolated

placeandrest awhile” (formanywere comingandgoing, and
there was no time to eat).

32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to some
remote place.

33 But many saw them leaving and recognized them, and
they hurried on foot from all the towns and arrived there
ahead of them.

34As Jesus came ashore he saw the large crowd and he had
compassion on them, because theywere like sheepwithout a
shepherd. So he taught themmany things.

35When it was already late, his disciples came to him and
said, “This is an isolated place and it is already very late.

36Send themaway so that they can go into the surrounding
countryside and villages and buy something for themselves
to eat.”

37But he answered them, “You give themsomething to eat.”
And they said, “Shouldwe go and buy bread for two hundred
silver coins and give it to them to eat?”

38He said to them, “Howmany loaves do you have? Go and
see.” When they found out, they said, “Five – and two fish.”

39 Then he directed them all to sit down in groups on the
green grass.

40 So they reclined in groups of hundreds and fifties.
41He took thefive loaves and the twofish, and lookingup to

heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. He gave them
tohisdisciples to serve thepeople, andhedivided the twofish
among them all.

42They all ate and were satisfied,
43 and they picked up the broken pieces and fish that were

left over, twelve baskets full.
44Now there were five thousandmenwho ate the bread.
Walking onWater

45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat
and go on ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he
dispersed the crowd.

46After saying good-bye to them, he went to the mountain
to pray.
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47When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the
sea and he was alone on the land.

48He saw them straining at the oars, because thewindwas
against them. As the night was ending, he came to them
walking on the sea, for he wanted to pass by them.

49When they saw him walking on the water they thought
he was a ghost. They cried out,

50 for they all saw him andwere terrified. But immediately
he spoke to them: “Have courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.”

51 Then he went up with them into the boat, and the wind
ceased. They were completely astonished,

52 because they did not understand about the loaves, but
their hearts were hardened.

Healing the Sick
53 After they had crossed over, they came to land at Gen-

nesaret and anchored there.
54 As they got out of the boat, people immediately recog-

nized Jesus.
55 They ran through that whole region and began to bring

the sick onmats to wherever he was rumored to be.
56 And wherever he would go – into villages, towns, or

countryside – they would place the sick in the marketplaces,
and would ask him if they could just touch the edge of his
cloak, and all who touched it were healed.

7
1Now the Pharisees and someof the experts in the lawwho

came from Jerusalem gathered around him.
2And they saw that some of Jesus’ disciples ate their bread

with unclean hands, that is, unwashed.
3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they

perform a ritual washing, holding fast to the tradition of the
elders.

4 And when they come from the marketplace, they do not
eat unless theywash. Theyhold fast tomanyother traditions:
the washing of cups, pots, kettles, and dining couches. )

5The Pharisees and the experts in the law asked him, “Why
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the
elders, but eat with unwashed hands?”

6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied correctly about you
hypocrites, as it is written:
‘ This people honorsmewith their lips,
but their heart is far fromme.
7 Theyworshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine the commandments of men.’
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8Havingnoregard for the commandofGod, youhold fast
to human tradition.”

9He also said to them, “You neatly reject the command-
ment of God in order to set up your tradition.

10 For Moses said, ‘ Honor your father and your mother,’
and, ‘ Whoever insults his father or mother must be put to
death.’

11 But you say that if anyone tells his father or mother,
‘Whatever help youwould have received fromme is corban’
(that is, a gift for God),

12 then you no longer permit him to do anything for his
father or mother.

13Thus younullify theword of Godby your tradition that
you have handed down. And you domany things like this.”

14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen
to me, everyone, and understand.

15 There is nothing outside of a person that can defile him
bygoing intohim. Rather, it iswhat comesoutof aperson that
defiles him.”

16 *
17 Now when Jesus had left the crowd and entered the

house, his disciples asked him about the parable.
18He said to them, “Are you so foolish? Don’t you under-

stand that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot
defile him?

19 For it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and then
goes out into the sewer.” (This means all foods are clean.)

20He said, “What comes out of a person defiles him.
21For fromwithin, out of the humanheart, come evil ideas,

sexual immorality, theft, murder,
22 adultery, greed, evil, deceit, debauchery, envy, slander,

pride, and folly.
23All these evils come fromwithin and defile a person.”
A SyrophoenicianWoman’s Faith

24After Jesus left there, hewent to the regionof Tyre. When
hewent into a house, he did notwant anyone to know, but he
was not able to escape notice.

25 Instead, awomanwhose youngdaughterhadanunclean
spirit immediately heard about him and came and fell at his
feet.

26 The woman was a Greek, of Syrophoenician origin. She
asked him to cast the demon out of her daughter.

27 He said to her, “Let the children be satisfied first, for it
is not right to take the children’s bread and to throw it to the
dogs.”
* 7:16 [[EMPTY]]
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28 She answered, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.”

29 Then he said to her, “Because you said this, you may go.
The demon has left your daughter.”

30Shewent home and found the child lying on the bed, and
the demon gone.

Healing a DeafMute
31Then Jesus went out again from the region of Tyre to the

Sea of Galilee in the region of the Decapolis.
32 They brought to him a deaf man who had difficulty

speaking, and they asked him to place his hands on him.
33 After Jesus took him aside privately, away from the

crowd, he put his fingers in theman’s ears, and after spitting,
he touched his tongue.

34 Then he looked up to heaven and said with a sigh, “
Ephphatha” (that is, “Be opened”).

35And immediately theman’s earswereopened, his tongue
loosened, and he spoke plainly.

36 Jesusordered themnot to tell anything. Butasmuchashe
ordered them not to do this, they proclaimed it all the more.

37 People were completely astounded and said, “He has
done everything well. He even makes the deaf hear and the
mute speak.”

8
1 In those days therewas another large crowdwith nothing

to eat. So Jesus called his disciples and said to them,
2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have

already beenherewithme three days, and they havenothing
to eat.

3 If I send themhomehungry, theywill faint on theway, and
some of them have come from a great distance.”

4 His disciples answered him, “Where can someone get
enough bread in this desolate place to satisfy these people?”

5He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They
replied, “Seven.”

6 Then he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground.
After he took the seven loaves and gave thanks, he broke
them and began giving them to the disciples to serve. So they
served the crowd.

7 They also had a few small fish. After giving thanks for
these, he told them to serve these as well.

8 Everyone ate and was satisfied, and they picked up the
broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.

9 There were about four thousand who ate. Then he
dismissed them.
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10 Immediately he got into a boat with his disciples and
went to the district of Dalmanutha.

The Demand for a Sign
11Then the Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus,

asking for a sign from heaven to test him.
12 Sighing deeply in his spirit he said, “Why does this

generation look for a sign? I tell you the truth, no sign will
be given to this generation.”

13Then he left them, got back into the boat, andwent to the
other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees andHerod
14Now they had forgotten to take bread, except for one loaf

they had with them in the boat.
15And Jesus ordered them, “Watchout! Beware of the yeast

of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod!”
16 So they began to discuss with one another about having

no bread.
17 When he learned of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are

you arguing about having no bread? Do you still not see or
understand? Have your hearts been hardened?

18 Though you have eyes, don’t you see? And though you
have ears, can’t you hear? Don’t you remember?

19When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how
many baskets full of pieces did you pick up?” They replied,
“Twelve.”

20 “When I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand,
how many baskets full of pieces did you pick up?” They
replied, “Seven.”

21Then he said to them, “Do you still not understand?”
A Two-stage Healing

22Then they came to Bethsaida. They brought a blind man
to Jesus and asked him to touch him.

23 He took the blind man by the hand and brought him
outside of the village. Then he spit on his eyes, placed his
hands on his eyes and asked, “Do you see anything?”

24 Regaining his sight he said, “I see people, but they look
like trees walking.”

25 Then Jesus placed his hands on the man’s eyes again.
And he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw
everything clearly.

26 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Do not even go into the
village.”

Peter’s Confession
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27 Then Jesus and his disciples went to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked his disciples, “Who
do people say that I am?”

28 They said, “John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and still
others, one of the prophets.”

29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the Christ.”

30Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him.
First Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection

31Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son ofManmust
suffermany thingsandberejectedby theelders, chiefpriests,
and experts in the law, and be killed, and after three days rise
again.

32He spoke openly about this. So Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him.

33But after turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are not setting
yourmind on God’s interests, but onman’s.”

Following Jesus
34Then Jesus called the crowd, alongwith his disciples, and

said to them, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he
must deny himself, take up his cross, and followme.

35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but who-
ever loses his life for my sake and for the gospel will save it.

36Forwhatbenefit is it for aperson togain thewholeworld,
yet forfeit his life?

37What can a person give in exchange for his life?
38 For if anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this

adulterous and sinful generation, the Son ofManwill also be
ashamedofhimwhenhecomes in thegloryofhis Fatherwith
the holy angels.”

9
1And he said to them, “I tell you the truth, there are some

standing here who will not experience death before they see
the kingdom of God comewith power.”

The Transfiguration
2 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John

and led themaloneupahighmountainprivately. Andhewas
transfigured before them,

3and his clothes became radiantlywhite, more so than any
launderer in the world could bleach them.

4Then Elijah appeared before them along with Moses, and
they were talking with Jesus.
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5 So Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.
Let us make three shelters – one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.”

6 (For they were afraid, and he did not knowwhat to say.)
7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came from

the cloud, “This is my one dear Son. Listen to him!”
8Suddenlywhen they looked around, they sawnoonewith

them anymore except Jesus.
9 As they were coming down from the mountain, he gave

them orders not to tell anyonewhat they had seen until after
the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

10They kept this statement to themselves, discussing what
this rising from the deadmeant.

11Then they asked him, “Why do the experts in the law say
that Elijahmust come first?”

12 He said to them, “Elijah does indeed come first, and
restores all things. And why is it written that the Son of Man
must suffermany things and be despised?

13But I tell you that Elijah has certainly come, and they did
to himwhatever theywanted, just as it is written about him.”

The Disciples’ Failure to Heal
14When they came to the disciples, they saw a large crowd

around them and experts in the law arguing with them.
15When the whole crowd saw him, they were amazed and

ran at once and greeted him.
16Heasked them, “Whatareyouarguingaboutwith them?”
17A member of the crowd said to him, “Teacher, I brought

youmyson,who ispossessedbya spirit thatmakeshimmute.
18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he

foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. I
asked your disciples to cast it out, but they were not able to
do so.”

19He answered them, “You unbelieving generation! How
much longer must I be with you? How much longer must I
endure you? Bring him tome.”

20So they brought the boy to him. When the spirit sawhim,
it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell on the
ground and rolled around, foaming at themouth.

21 Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happen-
ing to him?” And he said, “From childhood.

22 It has often thrown him into fire orwater to destroy him.
But if youare able to do anything, have compassiononus and
help us.”

23 Then Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you are able?’ All things are
possible for the one who believes.”
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24 Immediately the father of the boy cried out and said, “I
believe; help my unbelief!”

25Nowwhen Jesus saw that a crowdwasquickly gathering,
he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “Mute and deaf
spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him
again.”

26 It shrieked, threw him into terrible convulsions, and
came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many
said, “He is dead!”

27But Jesus gently took his hand and raised him to his feet,
and he stood up.

28 Then, after he went into the house, his disciples asked
him privately, “Why couldn’t we cast it out?”

29He told them, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”
Second Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection

30 They went out from there and passed through Galilee.
But Jesus did not want anyone to know,

31 for he was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The
Son of Manwill be betrayed into the hands of men. Theywill
kill him, and after three days he will rise.”

32 But they did not understand this statement and were
afraid to ask him.

Questions About the Greatest
33 Then they came to Capernaum. After Jesus was inside

the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the
way?”

34But theywere silent, for on theway theyhad arguedwith
one another about whowas the greatest.

35After he sat down, he called the twelve and said to them,
“If anyonewants to be first, hemust be last of all and servant
of all.”

36 He took a little child and had him stand among them.
Taking him in his arms, he said to them,

37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me does not
welcomeme but the one who sent me.”

On Jesus’ Side
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him because he
was not following us.”

39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, because no one who
does amiracle inmy namewill be able soon afterward to say
anything bad about me.

40For whoever is not against us is for us.
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41For I tell you the truth, whoever gives you a cup of water
because you bear Christ’s namewill never lose his reward.

42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in
me to sin, it would be better for him to have a hugemillstone
tied around his neck and to be thrown into the sea.

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off! It is better for
you to enter into life crippled than to have two hands and go
into hell, to the unquenchable fire.

44 *
45 If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off! It is better to enter

life lame than to have two feet and be thrown into hell.
46 †
47 If your eye causes you to sin, tear it out! It is better to

enter into the kingdom of Godwith one eye than to have two
eyes and be thrown into hell,

48 where their worm never dies and the fire is never
quenched.

49Everyone will be salted with fire.
50Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can youmake

it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with
each other.”

10
1Then Jesus left that place and went to the region of Judea

and beyond the Jordan River. Again crowds gathered to him,
and again, as was his custom, he taught them.

2Then some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is
it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”

3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?”
4They said, “Moses permitted aman towrite acertificate

of dismissal and to divorce her.”
5But Jesus said to them, “He wrote this commandment for

you because of your hard hearts.
6But fromthebeginningof creation hemade themmaleand

female*.
7 For this reason amanwill leave his father andmother,
8 and the two will become one flesh. So they are no longer

two, but one flesh.
9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one sepa-

rate.”
10 In the house once again, the disciples asked him about

this.
11So he told them, “Whoever divorces hiswife andmarries

another commits adultery against her.
12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another,

she commits adultery.”
* 9:44 [[EMPTY]] † 9:46 [[EMPTY]]
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Jesus and Little Children
13Now people were bringing little children to him for him

to touch, but the disciples scolded those who brought them.
14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to

them, “Let the little children come tomeanddonot try to stop
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

15 I tell you the truth, whoever does not receive the king-
dom of God like a child will never enter it.”

16 After he took the children in his arms, he placed his
hands on them and blessed them.

The RichMan
17Nowas Jesuswas startingout onhisway, someone ranup

to him, fell on his knees, and said, “Good teacher, whatmust I
do to inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is
good except God alone.

19 You know the commandments: ‘ Do not murder, do
not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false tes-
timony, donot defraud , honoryour fatherandmother.’ ”

20 The man said to him, “Teacher, I have wholeheartedly
obeyed all these laws since my youth.”

21 As Jesus looked at him, he felt love for him and said,
“You lack one thing. Go, sell whatever you have and give
themoney to the poor, and youwill have treasure in heaven.
Then come, followme.”

22But at this statement, theman looked sad andwent away
sorrowful, for he was very rich.

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”

24The disciples were astonished at these words. But again
Jesus said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the
kingdom of God!

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

26Theywereevenmoreastonishedandsaid tooneanother,
“Thenwho can be saved?”

27 Jesus looked at them and replied, “This is impossible for
mere humans, but not for God; all things are possible for
God.”

28 Peter began to speak to him, “Look, we have left every-
thing to follow you!”

29 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, there isnoonewhohas left
homeorbrothers or sisters ormother or father or childrenor
fields for my sake and for the sake of the gospel
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30whowill not receive in this age a hundred times asmuch
– homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, fields, all with
persecutions – and in the age to come, eternal life.

31But manywho are first will be last, and the last first.”
Third Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection

32 They were on the way, going up to Jerusalem. Jesus was
going ahead of them, and they were amazed, but those who
followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and
began to tell themwhat was going to happen to him.

33 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will behandedover to the chief priests andexperts in the law.
Theywill condemnhim todeath andwill turnhimover to the
Gentiles.

34 They will mock him, spit on him, flog him severely, and
kill him. Yet after three days, he will rise again.”

The Request of James and John
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him

and said, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we
ask.”

36He said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”
37 They said to him, “Permit one of us to sit at your right

hand and the other at your left in your glory.”
38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are

asking! Are you able to drink the cup I drink or be baptized
with the baptism I experience?”

39They said to him, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them,
“Youwill drink the cup I drink, and youwill be baptizedwith
the baptism I experience,

40but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give. It is
for those for whom it has been prepared.”

41Now when the other ten heard this, they became angry
with James and John.

42 Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that those
whoare recognizedas rulers of theGentiles lord it over them,
and those in high positions use their authority over them.

43But it is not this way among you. Insteadwhoever wants
to be great among youmust be your servant,

44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the
slave of all.

45For even the Son ofMan did not come to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Healing Blind Bartimaeus
46 They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and

a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus the son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the road.
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47When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began
to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, havemercy onme!”

48Many scolded him to get him to be quiet, but he shouted
all the more, “Son of David, havemercy onme!”

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called the
blind man and said to him, “Have courage! Get up! He is
calling you.”

50He threw off his cloak, jumped up, and came to Jesus.
51 Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for

you?” The blindman replied, “Rabbi, let me see again.”
52 Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has healed you.” Imme-

diately he regained his sight and followed him on the road.

11
1Now as they approached Jerusalem, near Bethphage and

Bethany, at theMount ofOlives, Jesus sent two of his disciples
2 and said to them, “Go to the village ahead of you. As soon

as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there that has never
been ridden. Untie it and bring it here.

3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The
Lord needs it and will send it back here soon.’ ”

4So theywent and found a colt tied at a door, outside in the
street, and untied it.

5 Some people standing there said to them, “What are you
doing, untying that colt?”

6 They replied as Jesus had told them, and the bystanders
let them go.

7Then they brought the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks on
it, and he sat on it.

8Many spread their cloaks on the road and others spread
branches they had cut in the fields.

9Both those who went ahead and those who followed kept
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the onewhocomes in thename
of the Lord!*

10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
Hosanna in the highest!”

11 Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple.
And after looking around at everything, he went out to
Bethany with the twelve since it was already late.

Cursing of the Fig Tree
12Now the next day, as theywent out fromBethany, hewas

hungry.
13 After noticing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, he

went to see if he could find any fruit on it. When he came to it
he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.
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14He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”
And his disciples heard it.

Cleansing the Temple
15 Then they came to Jerusalem. Jesus entered the temple

area and began to drive out those who were selling and
buying in the temple courts. He turned over the tables of the
money changers and the chairs of those selling doves,

16 and he would not permit anyone to carry merchandise
through the temple courts.

17Then he began to teach them and said, “Is it not written:
‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But
you have turned it into a den of robbers!”

18The chief priests and the experts in the law heard it and
they considered how they could assassinate him, for they
feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed by his
teaching.

19When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of
the city.

TheWithered Fig Tree
20 In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree

withered from the roots.
21Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig

tree you cursed has withered.”
22 Jesus said to them, “Have faith in God.
23 I tell you the truth, if someone says to this mountain, ‘Be

lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his
heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be
done for him.

24For this reason I tell you, whatever you pray and ask for,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

25 Whenever you stand praying, if you have anything
against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven
will also forgive you your sins.”

26 *
27They came again to Jerusalem. While Jesus was walking

in the temple courts, the chief priests, the experts in the law,
and the elders came up to him

28and said, “Bywhat authority are you doing these things?
Or who gave you this authority to do these things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question. Answer
me and I will tell you by what authority I do these things:

30 John’s baptism – was it from heaven or from people?
Answerme.”
* 11:26 [[EMPTY]]
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31 They discussed with one another, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why did you not believe
him?’

32 But if we say, ‘From people – ’ ” (they feared the crowd,
for they all considered John to be truly a prophet).

33So theyanswered Jesus, “Wedon’t know.” Then Jesus said
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.”

12
1 Then he began to speak to them in parables: “A man

planted a vineyard. He put a fence around it, dug a pit for
its winepress, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenant farmers and went on a journey.

2 At harvest time he sent a slave to the tenants to collect
from them his portion of the crop.

3But those tenants seized his slave, beat him, and sent him
away empty-handed.

4 So he sent another slave to them again. This one they
struck on the head and treated outrageously.

5He sent another, and that one they killed. This happened
tomany others, some of whomwere beaten, others killed.

6He had one left, his one dear son. Finally he sent him to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’

7 But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and the inheritance will be ours!’

8 So they seized him, killed him, and threw his body out of
the vineyard.

9 What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will
come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to
others.

10Have you not read this scripture:
‘ Thestone thebuildersrejectedhasbecomethecorner-

stone.
11 This is from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our

eyes’?”
12 Now they wanted to arrest him (but they feared the

crowd), because they realized that he told this parable
against them. So they left him andwent away.

Paying Taxes to Caesar
13 Then they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to

trap himwith his ownwords.
14 When they came they said to him, “Teacher, we know

that youare truthful anddonot court anyone’s favor, because
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you show no partiality but teach the way of God in accor-
dance with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?
Should we pay or shouldn’t we?”

15 But he saw through their hypocrisy and said to them,
“Why are you testing me? Bring me a denarius and let me
look at it.”

16 So they brought one, and he said to them, “Whose image
is this, and whose inscription?” They replied, “Caesar’s.”

17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they
were utterly amazed at him.

Marriage and the Resurrection
18 Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) also came

to him and asked him,
19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us: ‘ If a man’s brother

dies and leaves a wife but no children, that man must
marry thewidowandfatherchildren forhisbrother.’

20 There were seven brothers. The first one married, and
when he died he had no children.

21 The second married her and died without any children,
and likewise the third.

22None of the seven had children. Finally, the woman died
too.

23 In the resurrection,when theyriseagain,whosewifewill
she be? For all seven hadmarried her.”

24 Jesus said to them, “Aren’t you deceived for this reason,
because you don’t know the scriptures or the power of God?

25Forwhen they rise fromthedead, theyneithermarrynor
are given inmarriage, but are like angels in heaven.

26Now as for the dead being raised, have you not read in
the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God
said to him, ‘ I am theGodofAbraham, theGodof Isaac,
and theGod of Jacob’?

27He is not the God of the dead but of the living. You are
badly mistaken!”

The Greatest Commandment
28Now one of the experts in the law came and heard them

debating. When he saw that Jesus answered them well, he
asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of
all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The most important is: ‘ Listen, Is-
rael, the Lord ourGod, the Lord is one.

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all yourmind, and with all your strength.’

31 The second is: ‘ Love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”



Mark 12:32 88 Mark 13:1

32The expert in the law said to him, “That is true, Teacher;
you are right to say that he is|strong="G1510" one, and
there is no one else besides him.

33And to love|strong="G0025"himwithall yourheart,
with all your mind, and with all your strength and to
love|strong="G0025" your neighbor as yourself is more
important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34When Jesus saw that he had answered thoughtfully, he
said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Then
no one dared any longer to question him.

TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
35While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he said,

“How is it that the experts in the law say that the Christ is
David’s son?

36David himself, by the Holy Spirit, said,
‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit atmy right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet.” ’

37 If David himself calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his
son?” And the large crowd was listening to him with
delight.
Warnings About Experts in the Law

38 In his teaching Jesus also said, “Watch out for the experts
in the law. They like walking around in long robes and
elaborate greetings in themarketplaces,

39 and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of
honor at banquets.

40They devourwidows’ property, and as a showmake long
prayers. Thesemenwill receive amore severe punishment.”

TheWidow’s Offering
41Thenhe sat downopposite the offering box, andwatched

the crowd putting coins into it. Many rich people were
throwing in large amounts.

42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, worth less than a penny.

43 He called his disciples and said to them, “I tell you the
truth, this poor widow has put more into the offering box
than all the others.

44 For they all gave out of their wealth. But she, out of her
poverty, put in what she had to live on, everything she had.”

13
1 Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts, one of

his disciples said to him, “Teacher, look at these tremendous
stones and buildings!”
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2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not
one stone will be left on another. All will be torn down!”

Signs of the End of the Age
3Sowhilehewas sittingon theMountofOlives opposite the

temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately,
4 “Tell us, whenwill these things happen? Andwhatwill be

the sign that all these things are about to take place?”
5 Jesus began to say to them, “Watch out that no one mis-

leads you.
6Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and they

will misleadmany.
7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be

alarmed. These things must happen, but the end is still to
come.

8 For nation will rise up in arms against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various
places, and there will be famines. These are but the begin-
ning of birth pains.

Persecution of Disciples
9 “You must watch out for yourselves. You will be handed

over to councils and beaten in the synagogues. Youwill stand
before governors and kings because of me, as a witness to
them.

10First the gospel must be preached to all nations.
11When they arrest you and hand you over for trial, do not

worry about what to speak. But say whatever is given you at
that time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

12Brother will hand over brother to death, and a father his
child. Childrenwill rise against parents andhave themput to
death.

13You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But
the one who endures to the end will be saved.

The Abomination of Desolation
14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation stand-

ing where it should not be (let the reader understand), then
those in Judeamust flee to themountains.

15 The one on the roof must not come down or go inside to
take anything out of his house.

16The one in the fieldmust not turn back to get his cloak.
17 Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are

nursing their babies in those days!
18Pray that it may not be in winter.
19For in those days there will be suffering unlike anything

that has happened from the beginning of the creation that
God created until now, or ever will happen.
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20 And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one
would be saved. But because of the elect, whom he chose, he
has cut them short.

21 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or
‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe him.

22 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and
perform signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, the elect.

23Be careful! I have told you everything ahead of time.

The Arrival of the Son ofMan
24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be

darkened and themoonwill not give its light;
25 the starswill be falling fromheaven, and the powers in the

heavens will be shaken.
26 Then everyone will see the Son of Man arriving in the

cloudswith great power and glory.
27 Then he will send angels and they will gather his elect

from the fourwinds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.

The Parable of the Fig Tree
28 “Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its

branchbecomes tenderandputs out its leaves, youknowthat
summer is near.

29So also you, when you see these things happening, know
that he is near, right at the door.

30 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away
until all these things take place.

31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away.

Be Ready!
32 “But as for that day or hour no one knows it – neither the

angels in heaven, nor the Son – except the Father.
33 Watch out! Stay alert! For you do not know when the

time will come.
34 It is like a man going on a journey. He left his house

and put his slaves in charge, assigning to each his work, and
commanded the doorkeeper to stay alert.

35 Stay alert, then, because you do not know when the
owner of the house will return –whether during evening, at
midnight, when the rooster crows, or at dawn –

36 or else he might find you asleep when he returns sud-
denly.

37What I say to you I say to everyone: Stay alert!”
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14
1Twodaysbefore thePassoverand theFeast ofUnleavened

Bread, the chief priests and the experts in the lawwere trying
to find a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.

2For they said, “Notduring the feast, so therewon’t be a riot
among the people.”

Jesus’Anointing
3Nowwhile Jesuswas in Bethany at the house of Simon the

leper, reclining at the table, a woman camewith an alabaster
jar of costly aromatic oil frompurenard. Afterbreakingopen
the jar, she poured it on his head.

4 But some who were present indignantly said to one an-
other, “Why this waste of expensive ointment?

5 It couldhavebeensold formore than threehundredsilver
coins and themoneygiven to thepoor!” So they spokeangrily
to her.

6But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why are you bothering
her? She has done a good service for me.

7 For you will always have the poor with you, and you can
dogood for themwheneveryouwant. Butyouwillnotalways
haveme!

8 She did what she could. She anointed my body before-
hand for burial.

9 I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is proclaimed
in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in
memory of her.”

The Plan to Betray Jesus
10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief

priests to betray Jesus into their hands.
11When theyheard this, theywere delighted andpromised

togivehimmoney. So Judasbegan looking foranopportunity
to betray him.

The Passover
12 Now on the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread,

when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, Jesus’ disciples said to
him, “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the
Passover?”

13He sent two of his disciples and told them, “Go into the
city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow
him.

14 Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house, ‘The
Teacher says, “Where is my guest room where I may eat the
Passover withmy disciples?” ’

15He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and
ready. Make preparations for us there.”
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16 So the disciples left, went into the city, and found things
just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

17Then,when itwas evening, he came to thehousewith the
twelve.

18While they were at the table eating, Jesus said, “I tell you
the truth, one of you eating withmewill betrayme.”

19Theyweredistressed, andonebyone said tohim, “Surely
not I?”

20He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, onewho dips his
handwithme into the bowl.

21For the Son of Man will go as it is written about him, but
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would be better for him if he had never been born.”

The Lord’s Supper
22While they were eating, he took bread, and after giving

thanks he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take it. This is
my body.”

23And after taking the cup and giving thanks, he gave it to
them, and they all drank from it.

24 He said to them, “This is my blood, the blood of the
covenant, that is poured out for many.

25 I tell you the truth, I will no longer drink of the fruit of
the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of
God.”

26 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.

The Prediction of Peter’s Denial
27 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is

written,
‘ I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheepwill be scattered.’

28 But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into
Galilee.”

29Peter said to him, “Even if they all fall away, I will not!”
30 Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, today – this very

night – before a rooster crows twice, you will deny me three
times.”

31ButPeter insistedemphatically, “Even if Imustdiewith
you, I will never deny you.” And all of them said the same
thing.

Gethsemane
32 Then they went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus

said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”
33 He took Peter, James, and John with him, and became

very troubled and distressed.
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34He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, even to the
point of death. Remain here and stay alert.”

35Going a little farther, he threw himself to the ground and
prayed that if it were possible the hourwould pass fromhim.

36 He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you.
Take this cup away from me. Yet not what I will, but what
you will.”

37Thenhe cameand found themsleeping, and said to Peter,
“Simon, are you sleeping? Couldn’t you stay awake for one
hour?

38 Stay awake and pray that you will not fall into tempta-
tion. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

39Hewent away again and prayed the same thing.
40When he came again he found them sleeping; they could

not keep their eyes open. And they did not knowwhat to tell
him.

41 He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and resting? Enough of that! The hour has come.
Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

42Get up, let us go. Look! My betrayer is approaching!”
Betrayal and Arrest

43 Right away, while Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one
of the twelve, arrived. With him came a crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests and experts in the
law and elders.

44 (Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The
one I kiss is the man. Arrest him and lead him away under
guard.”)

45 When Judas arrived, he went up to Jesus immediately
and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him.

46Then they took hold of him and arrested him.
47Oneof thebystandersdrewhis swordandstruck thehigh

priest’s slave, cutting off his ear.
48 Jesus said to them, “Have you come with swords and

clubs to arrest me like you would an outlaw?
49 Day after day I was with you, teaching in the temple

courts, yet you did not arrest me. But this has happened so
that the scriptures would be fulfilled.”

50Then all the disciples left him and fled.
51 A young man was following him, wearing only a linen

cloth. They tried to arrest him,
52but he ran off naked, leaving his linen cloth behind.
Condemned by the Sanhedrin

53 Then they led Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief
priests and elders and experts in the law came together.
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54 And Peter had followed him from a distance, up to the
high priest’s courtyard. He was sitting with the guards and
warming himself by the fire.

55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking
for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him todeath,
but they did not find anything.

56 Many gave false testimony against him, but their testi-
mony did not agree.

57Some stood up and gave this false testimony against him:
58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made

with hands and in three days build another not made with
hands.’ ”

59Yet even on this point their testimony did not agree.
60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked

Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is this that they are
testifying against you?”

61 But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high
priest questioned him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed One?”

62 “I am,” said Jesus, “and youwill see the SonofMan sitting
at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of
heaven.”

63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do
we still need witnesses?

64 You have heard the blasphemy! What is your verdict?”
They all condemned him as deserving death.

65 Then some began to spit on him, and to blindfold him,
and to strike him with their fists, saying, “Prophesy!” The
guards also took him and beat him.

Peter’s Denials
66Now while Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the

high priest’s slave girls came by.
67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked di-

rectly at him and said, “You also were with that Nazarene,
Jesus.”

68 But he denied it: “I don’t even understand what you’re
talking about!” Then he went out to the gateway, and a
rooster crowed.

69When the slave girl saw him, she began again to say to
the bystanders, “This man is one of them.”

70But he denied it again. A short time later the bystanders
again said toPeter, “Youmust beoneof them, because youare
also a Galilean.”

71Then he began to curse, and he swore with an oath, “I do
not know this man you are talking about!”
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72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. Then Peter
remembered what Jesus had said to him: “Before a rooster
crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke
down andwept.

15
1 Early in the morning, after forming a plan, the chief

priests with the elders and the experts in the law and the
whole Sanhedrin tied Jesus up, led him away, and handed
him over to Pilate.

2 So Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He
replied, “You say so.”

3Then the chief priests began to accuse him repeatedly.
4 So Pilate asked him again, “Have you nothing to say? See

howmany charges they are bringing against you!”
5 But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was

amazed.
Jesus and Barabbas

6During the feast it was customary to release one prisoner
to the people, whomever they requested.

7Aman named Barabbas was imprisonedwith rebels who
had committedmurder during an insurrection.

8Then the crowd cameupandbegan to ask Pilate to release
a prisoner for them, as was his custom.

9So Pilate asked them, “Do youwantme to release the king
of the Jews for you?”

10 (For he knew that the chief priests had handed him over
because of envy.)

11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him
release Barabbas instead.

12 So Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you want
me to do with the one you call king of the Jews?”

13They shouted back, “Crucify him!”
14Pilate asked them, “Why? What has hedonewrong?” But

they shoutedmore insistently, “Crucify him!”
15 Because he wanted to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released

Barabbas for them. Then, after he had Jesus flogged, he
handed him over to be crucified.

Jesus isMocked
16 So the soldiers led him into the palace (that is, the

governor’s residence) and called together the whole cohort.
17 They put a purple cloak on him and after braiding a

crown of thorns, they put it on him.
18They began to salute him: “Hail, king of the Jews!”
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19Again and again they struck him on the headwith a staff
and spit on him. Then they knelt down and paid homage to
him.

20When they had finishedmocking him, they stripped him
of thepurple cloakandputhis ownclothesbackonhim. Then
they led him away to crucify him.

The Crucifixion
21 The soldiers forced a passerby to carry his cross, Simon

of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country (he was the
father of Alexander and Rufus).

22 They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha (which is
translated, “Place of the Skull”).

23They offered himwinemixedwithmyrrh, but he did not
take it.

24Then they crucifiedhimand dividedhis clothes, throwing
dice for them, to decide what each would take.

25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified
him.

26The inscription of the charge against him read, “The king
of the Jews.”

27And they crucified twooutlawswithhim, oneonhis right
and one on his left.

28 *
29 Those who passed by defamed him, shaking their heads

and saying, “Aha! You who can destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days,

30 save yourself and come down from the cross!”
31 In the sameway even the chief priests – togetherwith the

experts in the law – were mocking him among themselves:
“He saved others, but he cannot save himself!

32 Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the
cross now, that we may see and believe!” Those who were
crucified with him also spoke abusively to him.

Jesus’Death
33 Now when it was noon, darkness came over the whole

land until three in the afternoon.
34 Around three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,

“ Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “ My God, my
God, why have you forsakenme?”

35When some of the bystanders heard it they said, “Listen,
he is calling for Elijah!”

36 Then someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put
it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Leave him
alone! Let’s see if Elijah will come to take him down!”
* 15:28 [[EMPTY]]
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37 But Jesus cried out with a loud voice and breathed his
last.

38 And the temple curtain was torn in two, from top to
bottom.

39Nowwhen the centurion, who stood in front of him, saw
how he died, he said, “Truly this manwas God’s Son!”

40 There were also women, watching from a distance.
Among themwereMaryMagdalene, andMary themother of
James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.

41Whenhewas inGalilee, theyhad followedhimandgiven
him support. Many otherwomenwho had come upwith him
to Jerusalemwere there too.

Jesus’ Burial
42 Now when evening had already come, since it was the

day of preparation (that is, the day before the Sabbath),
43 Joseph of Arimathea, a highly regarded member of the

council, who was himself looking forward to the kingdom of
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.

44Pilate was surprised that he was already dead. He called
the centurion and asked him if he had been dead for some
time.

45When Pilate was informed by the centurion, he gave the
body to Joseph.

46After Josephboughta linenclothand tookdownthebody,
he wrapped it in the linen and placed it in a tomb cut out of
the rock. Then he rolled a stone across the entrance of the
tomb.

47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw
where the body was placed.

16
1When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the

mother of James, and Salome bought aromatic spices so that
theymight go and anoint him.

2Andveryearly on thefirst dayof theweek, at sunrise, they
went to the tomb.

3They had been asking each other, “Whowill roll away the
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”

4But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which
was very large, had been rolled back.

5 Then as they went into the tomb, they saw a young man
dressed inawhite robesittingon theright side; and theywere
alarmed.

6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You are looking
for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has been
raised! He is not here. Look, there is the place where they
laid him.
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7But go, tell his disciples, even Peter, that he is going ahead
of you intoGalilee. Youwill seehim there, just as he told you.”

8 Then they went out and ran from the tomb, for terror
and bewilderment had seized them. And they said nothing
to anyone, because they were afraid.

The Longer Ending ofMark
9 [[Early on the first day of the week, after he arose, he

appearedfirst toMaryMagdalene, fromwhomhehaddriven
out seven demons.

10 She went out and told those who were with him, while
they weremourning andweeping.

11 And when they heard that he was alive and had been
seen by her, they did not believe.

12After this he appeared in a different form to two of them
while they were on their way to the country.

13Theywent back and told the rest, but they did not believe
them.

14 Then he appeared to the eleven themselves, while they
were eating, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who
had seen him resurrected.

15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature.

16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved, but
the one who does not believe will be condemned.

17 These signs will accompany those who believe: In my
name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new
languages;

18 they will pick up snakes with their hands, and whatever
poison they drink will not harm them; they will place their
hands on the sick and they will be well.”

19After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, hewas takenup
into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.

20 They went out and proclaimed everywhere, while the
Lordworkedwith themand confirmed theword through the
accompanying signs.]]
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Luke
Explanatory Preface

1Nowmany have undertaken to compile an account of the
things that have been fulfilled among us,

2 like the accounts passed on to us by those who were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word from the beginning.

3 So it seemed good to me as well, because I have followed
all things carefully from the beginning, to write an orderly
account for you, most excellent Theophilus,

4 so that you may know for certain the things you were
taught.

Birth Announcement of John the Baptist
5 During the reign of Herod king of Judea, there lived a

priestnamedZechariahwhobelonged to thepriestlydivision
of Abijah, and he had a wife named Elizabeth, who was a
descendant of Aaron.

6Theywere both righteous in the sight of God, following all
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly.

7 But they did not have a child, because Elizabeth was
barren, and they were both very old.

8 Now while Zechariah was serving as priest before God
when his division was on duty,

9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the
priesthood, to enter the holy place of the Lord and burn
incense.

10Now the whole crowd of people were praying outside at
the hour of the incense offering.

11 An angel of the Lord, standing on the right side of the
altar of incense, appeared to him.

12 And Zechariah, visibly shaken when he saw the angel,
was seized with fear.

13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son; you will name him John.

14 Joy and gladness will come to you, andmanywill rejoice
at his birth,

15 forhewill be great in the sight of theLord. Hemustnever
drinkwine or strong drink, andhewill be filledwith theHoly
Spirit, even before his birth.

16Hewill turnmany of the people of Israel to the Lord their
God.

17And hewill go as forerunner before the Lord in the spirit
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to
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their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared for him.”

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this?
For I am an oldman, andmywife is old as well.”

19Theangel answeredhim, “I amGabriel,whostands in the
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring
you this good news.

20And now, because you did not believe my words, which
will be fulfilled in their time, you will be silent, unable to
speak, until the day these things take place.”

21 Now the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they
began to wonder why he was delayed in the holy place.

22 When he came out, he was not able to speak to them.
They realized that he had seen a vision in the holy place,
because he was making signs to them and remained unable
to speak.

23When his time of service was over, he went to his home.
24After some timehiswifeElizabethbecamepregnant, and

for fivemonths she kept herself in seclusion. She said,
25 “This is what the Lord has done for me at the time when

he has been gracious to me, to take awaymy disgrace among
people.”

Birth Announcement of Jesus theMessiah
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel

Gabriel was sent by God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, a

descendant of David, and the virgin’s namewasMary.
28The angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one,

the Lord is with you!”
29 But she was greatly troubled by his words and began to

wonder about themeaning of this greeting.
30 So the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you

have found favor with God!
31Listen: Youwill become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and youwill name him Jesus.
32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most

High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David.

33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his
kingdomwill never end.”

34Mary said to the angel, “Howwill this be, since I have not
had sexual relations with aman?”
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35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of theMost Highwill overshadow you. There-
fore the child to be bornwill be holy; hewill be called the Son
of God.

36 “And look, your relative Elizabeth has also become preg-
nant with a son in her old age – although she was called
barren, she is now in her sixthmonth!

37For nothing will be impossible with God.”
38 So Mary said, “Yes, I am a servant of the Lord; let this

happen to me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

Mary and Elizabeth
39 In thosedaysMarygotupandwenthurriedly into thehill

country, to a town of Judah,
40and entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped

in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
42She exclaimedwith a loud voice, “Blessed are you among

women, and blessed is the child in your womb!
43And who am I that the mother of my Lord should come

and visit me?
44 For the instant the sound of your greeting reached my

ears, the baby inmywomb leaped for joy.
45And blessed is shewho believed that whatwas spoken to

her by the Lord would be fulfilled.”
Mary’s Hymn of Praise

46AndMary said,
“My soul exalts the Lord,
47andmy spirit has begun to rejoice in Godmy Savior,
48becausehehas lookedupon thehumble stateofhis servant.
For from now on all generations will call me blessed,
49becausehewho ismightyhas done great things forme, and

holy is his name;
50 from generation to generation he is merciful to those who

fear him.
51He has demonstrated powerwith his arm; he has scattered

those whose pride wells up from the sheer arrogance
of their hearts.

52He has brought down the mighty from their thrones, and
has lifted up those of lowly position;

53he has filled the hungry with good things, and has sent the
rich away empty.

54He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy,
55 as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his

descendants forever.”
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56 So Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and
then returned to her home.

The Birth of John
57Now the time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, and

she gave birth to a son.
58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had

shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and

they wanted to name him Zechariah after his father.
60But his mother replied, “No! Hemust be named John.”
61 They said to her, “But none of your relatives bears this

name.”
62 So they made signs to the baby’s father, inquiring what

he wanted to name his son.
63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is

John.” And they were all amazed.
64 Immediately Zechariah’s mouth was opened and his

tongue released, and he spoke, blessing God.
65All their neighbors were filled with fear, and throughout

the entire hill country of Judea all these things were talked
about.

66 All who heard these things kept them in their hearts,
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the Lord’s hand
was indeed with him.

Zechariah’s Praise and Prediction
67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit

and prophesied,
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
because he has come to help and has redeemed his people.
69For he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house

of his servant David,
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from

long ago,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies,
and from the hand of all who hate us.
72He has done this to showmercy to our ancestors,
and to remember his holy covenant –
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham.
This oath grants
74 that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies,
may serve himwithout fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him for as long as we

live.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High.
For you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
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77 to give his people knowledge of salvation through the
forgiveness of their sins.

78Because of our God’s tender mercy
the dawnwill break upon us from on high
79 to give light to thosewho sit in darkness and in the shadow

of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80And thechildkeptgrowingandbecomingstrong in spirit,
and hewas in thewilderness until the day hewas revealed to
Israel.

2
1Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augus-

tus to register all the empire for taxes.
2This was the first registration, taken when Quirinius was

governor of Syria.
3Everyone went to his own town to be registered.
4So Josephalsowentup fromthe townofNazarethbecause

he was of the house and family line of David.
5Hewent to be registeredwithMary, whowas promised in

marriage to him, and whowas expecting a child.
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver

her child.
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him

in strips of cloth and laid him in amanger, because therewas
no place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds’Visit
8Now there were shepherds nearby living out in the field,

keeping guard over their flock at night.
9Anangelof theLordappeared to them, and thegloryof the

Lord shone around them, and theywere absolutely terrified.
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! Listen

carefully, for I proclaim to you good news that brings great
joy to all the people:

11Todayyour Savior is born in the city ofDavid. He is Christ
the Lord.

12This will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped
in strips of cloth and lying in amanger.”

13Suddenly avast, heavenly armyappearedwith the angel,
praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among people with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
andsee this thing thathas takenplace, that theLordhasmade
known to us.”



Luke 2:16 104 Luke 2:34

16 So they hurried off and located Mary and Joseph, and
found the baby lying in amanger.

17When they sawhim, they relatedwhat theyhadbeen told
about this child,

18 and all who heard it were astonished at what the shep-
herds said.

19ButMary treasured up all these words, pondering in her
heart what theymight mean.

20 So the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen; everything was just as they
had been told.

21 At the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he
was named Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.

Jesus’ Presentation at the Temple
22Nowwhen the timecame for their purificationaccording

to the law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord

23 (just as it iswritten in the lawof theLord, “Everyfirstborn
male will be set apart to the Lord” ),

24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is specified in
the law of the Lord, a pair|strong="G2201" of doves of
doves or|strong="G2228" two young pigeons.

The Prophecy of Simeon
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon who

was righteous and devout, looking for the restoration of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.

26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27 So Simeon, directed by the Spirit, came into the temple
courts, andwhen the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for himwhat was customary according to the law,

28 Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God, saying,
29“Now, according toyourword, SovereignLord, permit your

servant to depart in peace.
30Formy eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples:
32a light,
for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 So the child’s father and mother were amazed at what
was said about him.

34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,
“Listen carefully: This child is destined to be the cause of the
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falling and rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will
be rejected.

35 Indeed, as a result of him the thoughts of many hearts
will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul as
well!”

The Testimony of Anna
36 There was also a prophetess, Anna the daughter of

Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old, having been
married to her husband for seven years until his death.

37Shehad livedas awidowsince then for eighty-four years.
Shenever left the temple,worshipingwith fasting andprayer
night and day.

38At that moment, she came up to them and began to give
thanks to God and to speak about the child to all who were
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 So when Joseph and Mary had performed everything
according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth.

40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wis-
dom, and the favor of God was upon him.

Jesus in the Temple
41Now Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem every year for the

feast of the Passover.
42When he was twelve years old, they went up according

to custom.
43 But when the feast was over, as they were returning

home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents
did not know it,

44but (because they assumed that he was in their group of
travelers) theywent a day’s journey. Then they began to look
for him among their relatives and acquaintances.

45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem
to look for him.

46 After three days they found him in the temple courts,
sitting among the teachers, listening to themandasking them
questions.

47 And all who heard Jesus were astonished at his under-
standing and his answers.

48Whenhis parents sawhim, theywere overwhelmed. His
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this?
Look, your father and I have been looking for you anxiously.”

49 But he replied, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t
you know that I must be inmy Father’s house?”

50 Yet his parents did not understand the remark he made
to them.
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51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them. But his mother kept all these
things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in
favor with God andwith people.

3
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when

PontiusPilatewas governorof Judea, andHerodwas tetrarch
of Galilee, and his brother Philipwas tetrarch of the region of
Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysaniaswas tetrarch of Abilene,

2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the
word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilder-
ness.

3 He went into all the region around the Jordan River,
preachingabaptismof repentance for the forgivenessof sins.

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet,
“The voice of one shouting in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make his paths straight*.
5 Every valley will be filled,
and everymountain and hill will be brought low,
and the crookedwill bemade straight,
and the roughwayswill bemade smooth,
6 and all humanity will see|strong="G3700" the salvation

of God.’ ”
7So John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by

him, “You offspring of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the coming wrath?

8Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance, and
don’t begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father.’ For I tell you that God can raise up children for
Abraham from these stones!

9Even now the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.”

10 So the crowds were asking him, “What then should we
do?”

11 John answered them, “The person who has two tunics
must share with the person who has none, and the person
who has foodmust do likewise.”

12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to
him, “Teacher, what should we do?”

13He told them, “Collect nomore than you are required to.”
14Then some soldiers also asked him, “And as for us –what

should we do?” He told them, “Take money from no one by
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violence or by false accusation, and be content with your
pay.”

15While the people were filled with anticipation and they
all wondered whether perhaps John could be the Christ,

16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water, but
one more powerful than I am is coming – I am not worthy to
untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire.

17Hiswinnowing fork is in his hand to clean out his thresh-
ing floor and to gather the wheat into his storehouse, but the
chaff he will burn upwith inextinguishable fire.”

18 And in this way, with many other exhortations, John
proclaimed good news to the people.

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil deeds
that he had done,

20Herodadded this to themall: He lockedup John inprison.
The Baptism of Jesus

21Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus also was
baptized. Andwhile he was praying, the heavens opened,

22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like
a dove. And a voice came fromheaven, “You aremy one dear
Son; in you I take great delight.”

The Genealogy of Jesus
23 So Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty

years old. He was the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the
son of Heli,

24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the
son of Jannai, the son of Joseph,

25 the son ofMattathias, the son of Amos, the son ofNahum,
the son of Esli, the son of Naggai,

26 the sonofMaath, the sonofMattathias, the sonofSemein,
the son of Josech, the son of Joda,

27 the sonof Joanan, the sonofRhesa, the sonofZerubbabel,
the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,

28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the
son of Elmadam, the son of Er,

29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the
son of Matthat, the son of Levi,

30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the
son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim,

31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha,
the son of Nathan, the son of David,

32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son
of Sala, the son of Nahshon,
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33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni,
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah,

34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the
son of Terah, the son of Nahor,

35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son
of Eber, the son of Shelah,

36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem,
the son of Noah, the son of Lamech,

37 the son ofMethuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared,
the son of Mahalalel, the son of Kenan,

38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son ofAdam, the son
of God.

4
1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the

Jordan River and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
2 where for forty days he endured temptations from the

devil. He ate nothing during those days, andwhen theywere
completed, he was famished.

3Thedevil said tohim, “If youare the SonofGod, command
this stone to become bread.”

4 Jesus answeredhim, “It iswritten, ‘ Mandoesnot liveby
breadalone.’ ”

5Then the devil led him up to a high place and showed him
in a flash all the kingdoms of the world.

6 And he said to him, “To you I will grant this whole
realm – and the glory that goes along with it, for it has been
relinquished to me, and I can give it to anyone I wish.

7 So then, if you will worshipme, all this will be yours.”
8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘ Youare toworship

the Lord yourGodand serve only him.’ ”
9 Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem, had him stand

on the highest point of the temple, and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,

10 for it is written, ‘ He will command his angels con-
cerning you, to protect you,’

11 and ‘ with their hands they will lift you up, so that
youwill not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘ Youare not to put the
Lord yourGod to the test.’ ”

13 So when the devil had completed every temptation, he
departed from him until a more opportune time.

The Beginning of Jesus’Ministry in Galilee
14Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned toGalilee,

and news about him spread throughout the surrounding
countryside.
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15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised
by all.

Rejection at Nazareth
16Now Jesus came toNazareth,wherehehadbeenbrought

up, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was
his custom. He stood up to read,

17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
18 “ The Spirit of the Lord is uponme,
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to

the poor.
Hehas sentme to proclaim release to the captives
and the regaining of sight to the blind,
to set free thosewhoare oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20Thenhe rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant,
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were
fixed on him.

21Thenhebegan to tell them, “Today this scripturehasbeen
fulfilled even as you heard it being read.”

22 All were speaking well of him, and were amazed at the
graciouswords coming out of hismouth. They said, “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?”

23 Jesus said to them, “No doubt you will quote to me the
proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ and say, ‘What we have
heard that you did in Capernaum, do here in your hometown
too.’ ”

24And he added, “I tell you the truth, no prophet is accept-
able in his hometown.

25But in truth I tell you, there were many widows in Israel
in Elijah’s days, when the sky was shut up three and a half
years, and there was a great famine over all the land.

26Yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to a woman
whowas a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.

27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of
the prophet Elisha, yet none of them was cleansed except
Naaman the Syrian.”

28 When they heard this, all the people in the synagogue
were filled with rage.

29They got up, forcedhimout of the town, andbrought him
to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that
they could throw him down the cliff.

30But he passed through the crowd andwent on his way.

Ministry in Capernaum
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31 So he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and
on the Sabbath he began to teach the people.

32Theywereamazedathis teaching, becausehe spokewith
authority.

33Nowin the synagogue therewasamanwhohad the spirit
of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice,

34 “Ha! Leave us alone, Jesus theNazarene! Have you come
to destroy us? I knowwho you are – the Holy One of God.”

35 But Jesus rebuked him: “Silence! Come out of him!”
Then, after the demon threw the man down in their midst,
he came out of himwithout hurting him.

36 They were all amazed and began to say to one another,
“What’s happening here? For with authority and power he
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!”

37So the news about him spread into all areas of the region.
38After Jesus left the synagogue, he entered Simon’s house.

Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever,
and they asked Jesus to help her.

39Sohe stoodoverher, commanded the fever, and it left her.
Immediately she got up and began to serve them.

40 As the sun was setting, all those who had any relatives
sick with various diseases brought them to Jesus. He placed
his hands on every one of them and healed them.

41Demons also came out of many, crying out, “You are the
Son of God!” But he rebuked them, andwould not allow them
to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.

42The nextmorning Jesus departed andwent to a deserted
place. Yet the crowdswere seekinghim, and theycame tohim
and tried to keep him from leaving them.

43But Jesus said to them, “Imust proclaim the good news of
the kingdom of God to the other towns too, for that is what I
was sent to do.”

44 So he continued to preach in the synagogues of Judea.

5
1Now Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, and

the crowdwas pressing around him to hear the word of God.
2Hesawtwoboatsby the lake, but thefishermenhadgotten

out of them andwere washing their nets.
3Hegot into oneof theboats,whichwas Simon’s, andasked

him to put out a little way from the shore. Then Jesus sat
down and taught the crowds from the boat.

4Whenhehadfinished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out
into the deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered, “Master, we worked hard all night and
caught nothing! But at your word I will lower the nets.”
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6When they had done this, they caught so many fish that
their nets started to tear.

7 So they motioned to their partners in the other boat to
come and help them. And they came and filled both boats,
so that they were about to sink.

8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees,
saying, “Go away fromme, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”

9 For Peter and all who were with him were astonished at
the catch of fish that they had taken,

10 and so were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who were
Simon’s business partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not
be afraid; from now on youwill be catching people.”

11 So when they had brought their boats to shore, they left
everything and followed him.

Healing a Leper
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came to him

whowas coveredwith leprosy. Whenhe saw Jesus, he bowed
down with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if
you are willing, you canmakeme clean.”

13 So he stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I
amwilling. Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him.

14Then he ordered theman to tell no one, but commanded
him, “Go and showyourself to a priest, and bring the offering
for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, as a testimony to
them.”

15 But the news about him spread even more, and large
crowdswere gathering together to hear himand to be healed
of their illnesses.

16Yet Jesus himself frequently withdrew to the wilderness
and prayed.

Healing and Forgiving a Paralytic
17Now on one of those days, while he was teaching, there

were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting nearby (who
had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from
Jerusalem), and the power of the Lord was with him to heal.

18 Just then some men showed up, carrying a paralyzed
man on a stretcher. They were trying to bring him in and
place him before Jesus.

19 But since they found no way to carry him in because of
the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down on the
stretcher through the roof tiles right in front of Jesus.

20When Jesus saw their faith he said, “Friend, your sins are
forgiven.”
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21 Then the experts in the law and the Pharisees began
to think to themselves, “Who is this man who is uttering
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

22When Jesus perceived their hostile thoughts, he said to
them, “Why are you raising objections within yourselves?

23Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,
‘Stand up andwalk’?

24 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins” – he said to the paralyzed
man – “I tell you, stand up, take your stretcher and go home.”

25 Immediately he stood up before them, picked up the
stretcher he had been lying on, and went home, glorifying
God.

26 Then astonishment seized them all, and they glorified
God. They were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen
incredible things today.”

The Call of Levi; Eatingwith Sinners
27After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named

Levi sitting at the tax booth. “Followme,” he said to him.
28 And he got up and followed him, leaving everything

behind.
29ThenLevi gaveagreatbanquet inhishouse for Jesus, and

there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others sitting at
the table with them.

30 But the Pharisees and their experts in the law com-
plained to his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink
with tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “Those who are well don’t need a
physician, but those who are sick do.

32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”

The Superiority of the New
33 Then they said to him, “John’s disciples frequently fast

and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours
continue to eat and drink.”

34 So Jesus said to them, “You cannot make the wedding
guests fast while the bridegroom is with them, can you?

35But those days are coming, and when the bridegroom is
taken from them, at that time they will fast.”

36He also told them a parable: “No one tears a patch from
a new garment and sews it on an old garment. If he does, he
will have torn the new, and the piece from the new will not
match the old.
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37 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he
does, the new wine will burst the skins and will be spilled,
and the skins will be destroyed.

38 Instead newwinemust be poured into newwineskins.
39Nooneafterdrinkingoldwinewants thenew, forhesays,

‘The old is good enough.’ ”
6

1 Jesuswas going through the grainfields on a Sabbath, and
his disciples picked some heads of wheat, rubbed them in
their hands, and ate them.

2But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what
is against the law on the Sabbath?”

3 Jesus answered them, “Haven’t you read what David did
when he and his companions were hungry –

4how he entered the house of God, took and ate the sacred
bread, which is not lawful for any to eat but the priests alone,
and gave it to his companions?”

5 Then he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the
Sabbath.”

Healing aWithered Hand
6 On another Sabbath, Jesus entered the synagogue and

was teaching. Now a man was there whose right hand was
withered.

7 The experts in the law and the Pharisees watched Jesus
closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath, so that they
could find a reason to accuse him.

8But he knew their thoughts, and said to themanwho had
the withered hand, “Get up and stand here.” So he rose and
stood there.

9Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good
on the Sabbath or to do evil, to save a life or to destroy it?”

10 After looking around at them all, he said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” The man did so, and his hand was
restored.

11But theywere filledwithmindless rage and began debat-
ing with one another what they would do to Jesus.

Choosing the Twelve Apostles
12 Now it was during this time that Jesus went out to the

mountain to pray, and he spent all night in prayer to God.
13When morning came, he called his disciples and chose

twelve of them, whom he also named apostles:
14Simon (whomhenamed Peter), and his brother Andrew;

and James, John, Philip, Bartholomew,
15Matthew, Thomas, James the sonofAlphaeus, Simonwho

was called the Zealot,
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16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a
traitor.

The Sermon on the Plain
17Thenhe camedownwith themand stoodona level place.

And a large number of his disciples had gathered along with
a vast multitude from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, They
came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases,

18and thosewho suffered fromunclean spiritswere cured.
19Thewhole crowdwas trying to touchhim, becausepower

was coming out from him and healing them all.
20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God
belongs to you.

21 “Blessed are youwho hunger now, for youwill be satisfied.
“Blessed are you whoweep now, for you will laugh.
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they

exclude you and insult you and reject you as evil on
account of the Son of Man!

23Rejoice in that day, and jump for joy, because your reward
is great in heaven. For their ancestors did the same things to
the prophets.
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your

comfort already.
25 “Woe to you who are well satisfied with food now, for you

will be hungry.
“Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn andweep.
26 “Woe to you when all people speak well of you, for their

ancestors did the same things to the false prophets.
27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies,

do good to those who hate you,
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat

you.
29 To the person who strikes you on the cheek, offer the

other aswell, and from the personwho takes away your coat,
do not withhold your tunic either.

30Give to everyone who asks you, and do not ask for your
possessions back from the person who takes them away.

31Treat others in the same way that you would want them
to treat you.

32“If you love thosewho loveyou,what credit is that toyou?
For even sinners love those who love them.

33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same.

34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to be
repaid, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, so that theymay be repaid in full.
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35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing back. Then your reward will be great, and you will
be sons of theMostHigh, because he is kind to ungrateful and
evil people.

36Bemerciful, just as your Father is merciful.

DoNot Judge Others
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not con-

demn, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will
be forgiven.

38Give, and itwill be given to you: A goodmeasure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be poured into
your lap. For the measure you use will be the measure you
receive.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Someone who is blind
cannot lead another who is blind, can he? Won’t they both
fall into a pit?

40 A disciple is not greater than his teacher, but everyone
when fully trained will be like his teacher.

41Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, but fail
to see the beam of wood in your own?

42Howcan you say to your brother, ‘Brother, letme remove
the speck from your eye,’ while you yourself don’t see the
beam in your own? You hypocrite! First remove the beam
from your own eye, and then you can see clearly to remove
the speck from your brother’s eye.

43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad
tree bear good fruit,

44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not
gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from brambles.

45 The good person out of the good treasury of his heart
produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasury
produces evil, for his mouth speaks fromwhat fills his heart.

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t dowhat I tell
you?

47 “Everyonewho comes tome and listens tomywords and
puts them into practice – I will show youwhat he is like:

48He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep,
and laid the foundation on bedrock. When a flood came, the
river burst against that house but could not shake it, because
it had been well built.

49 But the person who hears and does not put my words
into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground
without a foundation. When the river burst against that
house, it collapsed immediately, and was utterly destroyed!”
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7
1After Jesus had finished teaching all this to the people, he

entered Capernaum.
2 A centurion there had a slave who was highly regarded,

but whowas sick and at the point of death.
3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some

Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave.
4When they came to Jesus, they urged him earnestly, “He is

worthy to have you do this for him,
5 because he loves our nation, and even built our syna-

gogue.”
6 So Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the

house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not
trouble yourself, for I amnotworthy to have you comeunder
my roof.

7That is why I did not presume to come to you. Instead, say
the word, andmy servant must be healed.

8 For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers
under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another,
‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does
it.”

9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him. He turned
and said to the crowd that followed him, “I tell you, not even
in Israel have I found such faith!”

10Sowhen those who had been sent returned to the house,
they found the slave well.

Raising aWidow’s Son
11Soon afterward Jesuswent to a town called Nain, and his

disciples and a large crowdwent with him.
12 As he approached the town gate, a man who had died

was being carried out, the only son of his mother (who was
a widow ), and a large crowd from the townwas with her.

13When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and
said to her, “Do not weep.”

14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and those who
carried it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get
up!”

15 So the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother.

16 Fear seized them all, and they began to glorify God,
saying, “A great prophet has appeared among us!” and “God
has come to help his people!”

17This report about Jesus circulated throughout Judea and
all the surrounding country.

Jesus and John the Baptist
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18 John’s disciples informed him about all these things. So
John called two of his disciples

19 and sent them to Jesus to ask, “Are you the one who is to
come, or should we look for another?”

20When themen came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist
has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or
should we look for another?’ ”

21 At that very time Jesus cured many people of diseases,
sicknesses, and evil spirits, and granted sight to many who
were blind.

22 So he answered them, “Go tell John what you have seen
and heard: The blind see, the lamewalk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news
proclaimed to them.

23Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak

to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

25 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in fancy
clothes? Look, those who wear fancy clothes and live in
luxury are in kings’ courts!

26What did you goout to see? Aprophet? Yes, I tell you, and
more than a prophet.

27 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘ Look, I am
sendingmymessengeraheadof you,who|strong="G3739"will
prepare your way before you.’

28 I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater
than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is
greater than he is.”

29 (Now all the people who heard this, even the tax col-
lectors, acknowledged God’s justice, because they had been
baptized with John’s baptism.

30However, the Pharisees and the experts in religious law
rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not
been baptized by John. )

31 “Towhat then should I compare the people of this gener-
ation, and what are they like?

32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and
calling out to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance;
we wailed inmourning, yet you did not weep.’

33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and
drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon!’

34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and
you say, ‘Look at him, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’
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35But wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”

Jesus’Anointing
36Nowoneof thePharisees asked Jesus tohavedinnerwith

him, so he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place
at the table.

37 Then when a woman of that town, who was a sinner,
learned that Jesus was dining at the Pharisee’s house, she
brought an alabaster jar of perfumed oil.

38As she stood behind him at his feet, weeping, she began
to wet his feet with her tears. She wiped them with her hair,
kissed them, and anointed themwith the perfumed oil.

39Nowwhen the Phariseewhohad invitedhim saw this, he
said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know
whoandwhatkindofwomanthis iswho is touchinghim, that
she is a sinner.”

40 So Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say
to you.” He replied, “Say it, Teacher.”

41 “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed him five
hundred silver coins, and the other fifty.

42When they could not pay, he canceled the debts of both.
Nowwhich of themwill love himmore?”

43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the bigger
debt canceled.” Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.”

44 Then, turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do
you see this woman? I entered your house. You gave me no
water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and
wiped themwith her hair.

45 You gave me no kiss of greeting, but from the time I
entered she has not stopped kissingmy feet.

46Youdidnot anointmyheadwith oil, but shehas anointed
my feet with perfumed oil.

47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which were many, are
forgiven, thus she loved much; but the one who is forgiven
little loves little.”

48Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49 But those who were at the table with him began to say

among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”
50He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in

peace.”

8
1 Some time afterward he went on through towns and

villages, preaching and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God. The twelve were with him,
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2and also somewomenwho had been healed of evil spirits
and disabilities: Mary (calledMagdalene), fromwhom seven
demons had gone out,

3 and Joanna the wife of Cuza (Herod’s household man-
ager), Susanna, andmany others who provided for them out
of their own resources.

The Parable of the Sower
4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were

coming to Jesus from one town after another, he spoke to
them in a parable:

5 “A sowerwent out to sowhis seed. And as he sowed, some
fell along the path and was trampled on, and the wild birds
devoured it.

6Other seed fell on rock, and when it came up, it withered
because it had nomoisture.

7Other seed fell among the thorns, and they grew up with
it and choked it.

8But other seed fell on good soil and grew, and it produced
ahundred times asmuchgrain.” Ashe said this, he called out,
“The one who has ears to hear had better listen!”

9Then his disciples asked himwhat this parable meant.
10He said, “You have been given the opportunity to know

the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in
parables, so that although theysee theymaynot see, and
although they hear theymaynot understand.

11 “Now the parable means this: The seed is the word of
God.

12Those along the path are the ones who have heard; then
the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts,
so that theymay not believe and be saved.

13Thoseon the rockare theoneswhoreceive thewordwith
joywhen they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for
a while, but in a time of testing fall away.

14As for the seed that fell among thorns, these are the ones
who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the
worries and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does
not mature.

15But as for the seed that landed on good soil, these are the
ones who, after hearing the word, cling to it with an honest
and good heart, and bear fruit with steadfast endurance.

Showing the Light
16 “Noone lights a lamp and then covers itwith a jar or puts

it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand so that those who
come in can see the light.
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17 For nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and
nothing concealed that will not bemade known and brought
to light.

18 So listen carefully, for whoever has will be given more,
but whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will
be taken from him.”

Jesus’ True Family
19NowJesus’motherandhisbrothers cametohim,but they

could not get near him because of the crowd.
20 So he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are

standing outside, wanting to see you.”
21But he replied to them, “Mymother andmy brothers are

those who hear the word of God and do it.”
Stilling of a Storm

22One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples and said
to them, “Let’s go across to the other side of the lake.” So they
set out,

23 and as they sailed he fell asleep. Now a violent wind-
storm came down on the lake, and the boat started filling up
with water, and they were in danger.

24 They came and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we
are about to die!” So he got up and rebuked the wind and the
raging waves; they died down, and it was calm.

25 Then he said to them, “Where is your faith?” But they
were afraid and amazed, saying to one another, “Who then is
this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they
obey him!”

Healing of a Demoniac
26 So they sailed over to the region of the Gerasenes, which

is opposite Galilee.
27 As Jesus stepped ashore, a certain man from the town

met him who was possessed by demons. For a long time this
man had worn no clothes and had not lived in a house, but
among the tombs.

28When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before him,
and shoutedwith a loud voice, “Leaveme alone, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God! I beg you, do not torment me!”

29For Jesus had started commanding the evil spirit to come
out of the man. (For it had seized him many times, so he
would be bound with chains and shackles and kept under
guard. But he would break the restraints and be driven by
the demon into deserted places.)

30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said,
“Legion,” becausemany demons had entered him.
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31 And they began to beg him not to order them to depart
into the abyss.

32Nowa largeherdofpigswas feeding thereon thehillside,
and thedemonic spirits begged Jesus to let themgo into them.
He gave them permission.

33 So the demons came out of the man and went into the
pigs, and the herd of pigs rushed down the steep slope into
the lake and drowned.

34When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran
off and spread the news in the town and countryside.

35 So the people went out to see what had happened, and
they came to Jesus. They found the man from whom the
demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his
right mind, and they were afraid.

36 Those who had seen it told them how the man who had
been demon-possessed had been healed.

37Thenall thepeople of theGerasenes and the surrounding
region asked Jesus to leave them alone, for they were seized
with great fear. So he got into the boat and left.

38Theman fromwhom the demons had gone out begged to
go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying,

39 “Return to your home, and declare what God has done
foryou.” Sohewentaway, proclaiming throughout thewhole
townwhat Jesus had done for him.

Restoration andHealing
40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him,

because they were all waiting for him.
41 Then a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the syna-

gogue, came up. Falling at Jesus’ feet, he pleaded with him to
come to his house,

42because he had an only daughter, about twelve years old,
and she was dying.
As Jesus was on his way, the crowds pressed around him.
43Now a woman was there who had been suffering from

a hemorrhage for twelve years but could not be healed by
anyone.

44 She came up behind Jesus and touched the edge of his
cloak, and at once the bleeding stopped.

45Then Jesus asked, “Whowas it who touched me?” When
they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds are sur-
rounding you and pressing against you!”

46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I know that
power has gone out fromme.”
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47When the woman saw that she could not escape notice,
she came trembling and fell down before him. In the pres-
ence of all the people, she explained why she had touched
him and how she had been immediately healed.

48 Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you
well. Go in peace.”

49 While he was still speaking, someone from the syna-
gogue ruler’s house came and said, “Your daughter is dead;
do not trouble the teacher any longer.”

50Butwhen Jesus heard this, he told him, “Donot be afraid;
just believe, and she will be healed.”

51Nowwhenhe came to the house, Jesus did not let anyone
go in with him except Peter, John, and James, and the child’s
father andmother.

52Now they were all wailing and mourning for her, but he
said, “Stop your weeping; she is not dead but asleep.”

53 And they began making fun of him, because they knew
that she was dead.

54But Jesus gently tookher by the hand and said, “Child, get
up.”

55Her spirit returned, and she got up immediately. Thenhe
told them to give her something to eat.

56Her parentswere astonished, but he ordered them to tell
no one what had happened.

9
1After Jesus called the twelve together, he gave thempower

and authority over all demons and to cure diseases,
2and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and

to heal the sick.
3He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey – no staff,

no bag, no bread, nomoney, and do not take an extra tunic.
4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave the

area.
5Wherever they donot receive you, as you leave that town,

shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.”
6 Then they departed and went throughout the villages,

proclaiming the good news and healing people everywhere.

Herod’s Confusion about Jesus
7NowHerod the tetrarch heard about everything that was

happening, and he was thoroughly perplexed, because some
people were saying that John had been raised from the dead,

8while others were saying that Elijah had appeared, and
still others that one of the prophets of long ago had risen.
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9Herod said, “I had John beheaded, but who is this about
whom I hear such things?” So Herod wanted to learn about
Jesus.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
10When the apostles returned, they told Jesus everything

they had done. Then he took them with him and they
withdrew privately to a town called Bethsaida.

11 But when the crowds found out, they followed him. He
welcomed them, spoke to them about the kingdom of God,
and cured those who needed healing.

12Now the day began to draw to a close, so the twelve came
and said to Jesus, “Send the crowd away, so they can go into
the surrounding villages and countryside and find lodging
and food, because we are in an isolated place.”

13 But he said to them, “You give them something to eat.”
They replied, “Wehave nomore thanfive loaves and twofish
– unless we go and buy food for all these people.”

14 (Nowabout five thousandmenwere there.) Thenhe said
to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty
each.”

15So they did as Jesus directed, and the people all sat down.
16Thenhe took thefive loaves and the twofish, and looking

up to heaven he gave thanks and broke them. He gave them
to the disciples to set before the crowd.

17 They all ate and were satisfied, and what was left over
was picked up – twelve baskets of broken pieces.

Peter’s Confession
18Once when Jesus was praying by himself, and his disci-

ples were nearby, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say
that I am?”

19They answered, “John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and
still others that one of the prophets of long ago has risen.”

20 Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

21 But he forcefully commanded them not to tell this to
anyone,

22 saying, “The Son of Manmust suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law,
and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”

A Call to Discipleship
23Then he said to them all, “If anyone wants to becomemy

follower, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and
followme.

24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but who-
ever loses his life for my sake will save it.
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25 For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole
world but loses or forfeits himself?

26 For whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of that person when he comes in his
glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

27But I tell youmost certainly, thereare somestandinghere
whowill not experiencedeathbefore they see thekingdomof
God.”

The Transfiguration
28Nowabout eight days after these sayings, Jesus tookwith

him Peter, John, and James, and went up the mountain to
pray.

29As he was praying, the appearance of his face was trans-
formed, and his clothes became very bright, a brilliantwhite.

30Then twomen,Moses andElijah, began talkingwithhim.
31They appeared in glorious splendor and spoke about his

departure that he was about to carry out at Jerusalem.
32Now Peter and those with him were quite sleepy, but as

they became fully awake, they sawhis glory and the twomen
standing with him.

33 Then as the men were starting to leave, Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us make three
shelters, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah” –
not knowing what he was saying.

34 As he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.

35Thenavoicecamefromthecloud, saying, “This ismySon,
my Chosen One. Listen to him!”

36 After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. So
they kept silent and told no one at that time anything of what
they had seen.

Healing a Boywith an Unclean Spirit
37Nowon thenext day,when theyhad comedown from the

mountain, a large crowdmet him.
38Then aman from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you

to look at my son – he is my only child!
39 A spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams; it throws

him into convulsions and causes him to foamat themouth. It
hardly ever leaves him alone, torturing him severely.

40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not
do so.”

41 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and perverse genera-
tion! Howmuch longer must I be with you and endure you?
Bring your son here.”
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42As the boywas approaching, the demon threwhim to the
ground and shook him with convulsions. But Jesus rebuked
the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his
father.

43 Then they were all astonished at the mighty power of
God.

Another Prediction of Jesus’ Suffering
Butwhile the entire crowdwas amazed at everything Jesus

was doing, he said to his disciples,
44 “Take thesewords to heart, for the Son ofMan is going to

be betrayed into the hands of men.”
45But they did not understand this statement; its meaning

had been concealed from them, so that they could not grasp
it. Yet they were afraid to ask him about this statement.

Concerning the Greatest
46 Now an argument started among the disciples as to

which of themmight be the greatest.
47 But when Jesus discerned their innermost thoughts, he

took a child, had him stand by his side,
48 and said to them, “Whoever welcomes this child in my

name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me, for the one who is least among you all
is the one who is great.”

On the Right Side
49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him because he
is not a disciple along with us.”

50But Jesus said tohim, “Donot stophim, forwhoever is not
against you is for you.”

Rejection in Samaria
51 Now when the days drew near for him to be taken up,

Jesus set out resolutely to go to Jerusalem.
52He sentmessengers on ahead of him. As theywent along,

they entered a Samaritan village to make things ready in
advance for him,

53but thevillagers refused towelcomehim, becausehewas
determined to go to Jerusalem.

54 Now when his disciples James and John saw this, they
said, “Lord, do you want us to call fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?”

55But Jesus turned and rebuked them,
56and they went on to another village.
Challenging Professed Followers
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57 As they were walking along the road, someone said to
him, “I will follow youwherever you go.”

58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens and the birds in the
sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.”

59 Jesus said to another, “Followme.” But he replied, “Lord,
first let me go and burymy father.”

60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead,
but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me
say goodbye to my family.”

62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

10
1After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent

them on ahead of him two by two into every town and place
where he himself was about to go.

2He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but theworkers
are few. Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
workers into his harvest.

3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs surrounded by
wolves.

4Donot carry amoneybag, a traveler’s bag, or sandals, and
greet no one on the road.

5Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘May peace be on
this house!’

6 And if a peace-loving person is there, your peace will
remain on him, but if not, it will return to you.

7 Stay in that same house, eating and drinking what they
give you, for the worker deserves his pay. Do not move
around from house to house.

8Whenever you enter a town and the peoplewelcome you,
eat what is set before you.

9Heal the sick in that town and say to them, ‘The kingdom
of God has come upon you!’

10 But whenever you enter a town and the people do not
welcome you, go into its streets and say,

11 ‘Even thedust of your town that clings toour feetwewipe
off against you. Nevertheless know this: The kingdom of God
has come.’

12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom
than for that town!

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
miracles done in you had been done in Tyre theywould have
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
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14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon in the
judgment than for you!

15And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No,
you will be thrown down to Hades!

16“Theonewho listens toyou listens tome, and theonewho
rejects you rejectsme, and the onewho rejectsme rejects the
one who sent me.”

17 Then the seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord,
even the demons submit to us in your name!”

18 So he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven.

19 Look, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and
scorpions and on the full force of the enemy, andnothingwill
hurt you.

20Nevertheless, donot rejoice that the spirits submit toyou,
but rejoice that your names stand written in heaven.”

21 On that same occasion Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit
and said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and
intelligent, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father,
for this was your gracious will.

22 All things have been given to me by my Father. No one
knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is
except the Son and anyone towhom the Sondecides to reveal
him.”

23 Then Jesus turned to his disciples and said privately,
“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!

24For I tell you that many prophets and kings longed to see
what you see but did not see it, and to hearwhat you hear but
did not hear it.”

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25 Now an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus,

saying, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26He said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you

understand it?”
27 The expert answered, “ Love the Lord your God with all

your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with
all yourmind, and love your neighbor as yourself.”

28 Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this,
and you will live.”

29 But the expert, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus,
“Andwho is my neighbor?”

30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem
and fell into thehandsof robbers,whostrippedhim, beathim
up, and went off, leaving him half dead.
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31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, but
when he saw the injuredman he passed by on the other side.

32 So too a Levite, when he came up to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side.

33 But a Samaritan who was traveling came to where the
injured man was, and when he saw him, he felt compassion
for him.

34He went up to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring
oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them
to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, andwhatever else
you spend, I will repay you when I come back this way.’

36Which of these three do you think became a neighbor to
themanwho fell into the hands of the robbers?”

37 The expert in religious law said, “The one who showed
mercy to him.” So Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.”

Jesus andMartha
38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a certain

village where a woman named Martha welcomed him as a
guest.

39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet
and listened to what he said.

40But Martha was distracted with all the preparations she
had tomake, so she cameup to himand said, “Lord, don’t you
care that my sister has left me to do all the work alone? Tell
her to help me.”

41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and troubled about many things,

42 but one thing is needed. Mary has chosen the best part;
it will not be taken away from her.”

11
1 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he

stopped, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to
pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, may your name be honored;
may your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread,
4and forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And do not lead us into temptation.”

5 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend,
and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend
me three loaves of bread,
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6 because a friend of mine has stopped here while on a
journey, and I have nothing to set before him.’

7 Then he will reply from inside, ‘Do not bother me. The
door is already shut, and my children and I are in bed. I
cannot get up and give you anything.’

8 I tell you, even though the man inside will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of
the first man’s sheer persistence he will get up and give him
whatever he needs.

9 “So I tell you: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and
youwill find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.

10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks
finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

11What father among you, if your son asks for a fish, will
give him a snake instead of a fish?

12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
13 If you then, although you are evil, know how to give

goodgifts to your children, howmuchmorewill theheavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Jesus and Beelzebul
14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When

the demon had gone out, the manwho had beenmute began
to speak, and the crowds were amazed.

15 But some of them said, “By the power of Beelzebul, the
ruler of demons, he casts out demons.”

16Others, to test him, began asking for a sign from heaven.
17 But Jesus, realizing their thoughts, said to them, “Every

kingdom divided against itself is destroyed, and a divided
household falls.

18 So if Satan too is divided against himself, how will his
kingdom stand? I ask you this because you claim that I cast
out demons by Beelzebul.

19Now if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your
sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges.

20 But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the
kingdom of God has already overtaken you.

21When a strongman, fully armed, guards his own palace,
his possessions are safe.

22 But when a stronger man attacks and conquers him, he
takesaway thefirstman’s armoronwhich themanreliedand
divides up his plunder.

23Whoever is notwithme is againstme, andwhoever does
not gather withme scatters.

Response to Jesus’Work
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24 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes
throughwaterless places looking for rest but not finding any.
Then it says, ‘I will return to the home I left.’

25When it returns, it finds the house swept clean andput in
order.

26Then it goes andbrings sevenother spiritsmore evil than
itself, and they go in and live there, so the last state of that
person is worse than the first.”

27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd spoke out
to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts at
which you nursed!”

28 But he replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the
word of God and obey it!”

The Sign of Jonah
29As the crowds were increasing, Jesus began to say, “This

generation is a wicked generation; it looks for a sign, but no
sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.

30For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh,
so the Son of Manwill be a sign to this generation.

31The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with
the people of this generation and condemn them, because
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon – andnow, something greater than Solomon is here!

32Thepeople ofNinevehwill standupat the judgmentwith
this generation and condemn it, because they repentedwhen
Jonah preached to them – and now, something greater than
Jonah is here!

Internal Light
33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a hidden place or

under a basket, but on a lampstand, so that those who come
in can see the light.

34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye
is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is
diseased, your body is full of darkness.

35Therefore see to it that the light in you is not darkness.
36 If then your whole body is full of light, with no part in

the dark, it will be as full of light as when the light of a lamp
shines on you.”

Rebuking the Pharisees and Experts in the Law
37As he spoke, a Pharisee invited Jesus to have ameal with

him, so he went in and took his place at the table.
38The Pharisee was astonishedwhen he saw that Jesus did

not first wash his hands before themeal.
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39 But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the
outside of the cup and the plate, but inside you are full of
greed andwickedness.

40You fools! Didn’t the onewhomade the outsidemake the
inside as well?

41 But give from your heart to those in need, and then
everything will be clean for you.

42 “Butwoe to you Pharisees! You give a tenth of yourmint,
rue, and every herb, yet you neglect justice and love for God!
But you shouldhavedone these thingswithout neglecting the
others.

43 Woe to you Pharisees! You love the best seats in the
synagogues and elaborate greetings in themarketplaces!

44Woe to you! You are like unmarked graves, and people
walk over themwithout realizing it!”

45 One of the experts in religious law answered him,
“Teacher, when you say these things you insult us too.”

46But Jesus replied, “Woe to you experts in religious law as
well! You loadpeople downwithburdens difficult to bear, yet
you yourselves refuse to touch the burdens with even one of
your fingers!

47Woe to you! You build the tombs of the prophets whom
your ancestors killed.

48 So you testify that you approve of the deeds of your
ancestors, because they killed the prophets and you build
their tombs!

49 For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send
them prophets and apostles, some of whom theywill kill and
persecute,’

50 so that this generation may be held accountable for
the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the
beginning of the world,

51 fromthebloodofAbel to thebloodofZechariah,whowas
killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it
will be charged against this generation.

52Woe toyouexperts in religious law! Youhave takenaway
the key to knowledge! You did not go in yourselves, and you
hindered those whowere going in.”

53When hewent out from there, the experts in the law and
the Pharisees began to oppose him bitterly, and to ask him
hostile questions about many things,

54plotting against him, to catch him in something hemight
say.

12
Fear God, Not People
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1 Meanwhile, when many thousands of the crowd had
gathered so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus
began to speakfirst to his disciples, “Beonyour guard against
the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

2Nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing
is secret that will not bemade known.

3 So then whatever you have said in the dark will be heard
in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms
will be proclaimed from the housetops.

4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill
the body, and after that have nothingmore they can do.

5 But I will warn you whom you should fear: Fear the one
who, after the killing, has authority to throw you into hell.
Yes, I tell you, fear him!

6Aren’t five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of
them is forgotten before God.

7 In fact, even the hairs on your head are all numbered. Do
not be afraid; you aremore valuable thanmany sparrows.

8“I tell you,whoeveracknowledgesmebeforemen, theSon
of Manwill also acknowledge before God’s angels.

9 But the one who denies me before men will be denied
before God’s angels.

10And everyonewho speaks aword against the Son ofMan
will be forgiven, but the person who blasphemes against the
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

11 But when they bring you before the synagogues, the
rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you
shouldmake your defense or what you should say,

12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment what
youmust say.”

The Parable of the Rich Landowner
13Then someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell

my brother to divide the inheritance withme.”
14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or

arbitrator between you two?”
15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and guard yourself

from all types of greed, because one’s life does not consist in
the abundance of his possessions.”

16He then told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich
man produced an abundant crop,

17 so he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have
nowhere to store my crops?’

18Thenhe said, ‘Iwill do this: Iwill teardownmybarnsand
build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods.
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19And Iwill say tomyself, “You have plenty of goods stored
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, celebrate!” ’

20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life
will be demanded back from you, but who will get what you
have prepared for yourself?’

21So it is with the onewho stores up riches for himself, but
is not rich toward God.”

Exhortation Not toWorry
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do

not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your
body, what you will wear.

23For there is more to life than food, and more to the body
than clothing.

24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have
no storeroom or barn, yet God feeds them. Howmuch more
valuable are you than the birds!

25Andwhichof youbyworrying canaddanhour tohis life?
26So if you cannot do such a very little thing as this, why do

youworry about the rest?
27Considerhow theflowers grow; theydonotworkor spin.

Yet I tell you, notevenSolomon inallhis glorywasclothed like
one of these!

28 And if this is how God clothes the wild grass, which is
here today and tomorrow is tossed into the fire to heat the
oven, howmuchmore will he clothe you, you people of little
faith!

29 So do not be overly concerned about what you will eat
andwhat youwill drink, and do notworry about such things.

30 For all the nations of the world pursue these things, and
your Father knows that you need them.

31 Instead, pursue his kingdom, and these things will be
given to you as well.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is well
pleased to give you the kingdom.

33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide
yourselves purses that do notwear out – a treasure in heaven
thatneverdecreases,whereno thiefapproachesandnomoth
destroys.

34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Call to Faithful Stewardship
35 “Get dressed for service and keep your lamps burning;
36be likepeoplewaiting for theirmaster to comeback from

the wedding celebration, so that when he comes and knocks
they can immediately open the door for him.
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37 Blessed are those slaves whom their master finds alert
when he returns! I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to
serve, have them take their place at the table, and will come
andwait on them!

38Even if he comes in the second or thirdwatch of the night
and finds them alert, blessed are those slaves!

39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had
knownatwhat hour the thiefwas coming, hewould not have
let his house be broken into.

40Youalsomust be ready, because the SonofManwill come
at an hour when you do not expect him.”

41Then Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us
or for everyone?”

42 The Lord replied, “Who then is the faithful and wise
manager, whom the master puts in charge of his household
servants, to give them their allowance of food at the proper
time?

43Blessed is that slavewhomhismasterfindsatworkwhen
he returns.

44 I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of
all his possessions.

45 But if that slave should say to himself, ‘My master is
delayed in returning,’ and he begins to beat the other slaves,
bothmen andwomen, and to eat, drink, and get drunk,

46 then the master of that slave will come on a day when
he does not expect him and at an hour he does not foresee,
and will cut him in two, and assign him a place with the
unfaithful.

47 That servant who knew his master’s will but did not
get ready or do what his master asked will receive a severe
beating.

48 But the one who did not know his master’s will and did
things worthy of punishment will receive a light beating.
From everyone who has been given much, much will be
required, and from the one who has been entrusted with
much, evenmore will be asked.

Not Peace, but Division
49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth – and how I wish

it were already kindled!
50 I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am

until it is finished!
51Do you think I have come to bring peace on earth? No, I

tell you, but rather division!
52 For from now on there will be five in one household

divided, three against two and two against three.
53 They will be divided, father against son and son against

father, mother against daughter and daughter against
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mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

Reading the Signs
54 Jesus also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud

rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A rainstorm is coming,’
and it does.

55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
‘There will be scorching heat,’ and there is.

56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appear-
ance of the earth and the sky, but how can you not knowhow
to interpret the present time?

Clear the Debts
57 “Andwhy don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?
58Asyouaregoingwithyouraccuserbefore themagistrate,

makeaneffort to settlewithhimon theway, so thathewillnot
drag you before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the
officer, and the officer throw you into prison.

59 I tell you, you will never get out of there until you have
paid the very last cent!”

13
1Now there were some present on that occasion who told

him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with
their sacrifices.

2 He answered them, “Do you think these Galileans were
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered these things?

3No, I tell you! But unless you repent, youwill all perish as
well!

4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower in
Siloam fell on them, do you think they were worse offenders
than all the others who live in Jerusalem?

5No, I tell you! But unless you repent you will all perish as
well!”

Warning to Israel to Bear Fruit
6Then Jesus told this parable: “Amanhad afig tree planted

in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it and found
none.

7 So he said to the worker who tended the vineyard, ‘For
three years now, I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree,
and each time I inspect it I find none. Cut it down! Why
should it continue to deplete the soil?’

8But theworker answered him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year
too, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it.

9 Then if it bears fruit next year, very well, but if not, you
can cut it down.’ ”
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Healing on the Sabbath
10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the

Sabbath,
11 and a woman was there who had been disabled by a

spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not
straighten herself up completely.

12 When Jesus saw her, he called her to him and said,
“Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.”

13 Then he placed his hands on her, and immediately she
straightened up and praised God.

14 But the president of the synagogue, indignant because
Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the crowd, “There
are six days on which work should be done! So come and be
healed on those days, and not on the Sabbath day.”

15Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not
each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from its
stall, and lead it to water?

16 Then shouldn’t this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whomSatan bound for eighteen long years, be released from
this imprisonment on the Sabbath day?”

17When he said this all his adversaries were humiliated,
but the entire crowdwas rejoicing at all thewonderful things
he was doing.

On the Kingdom of God
18 Thus Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? To

what should I compare it?
19 It is like amustard seed that aman took and sowed in his

garden. It grew and became a tree, and the wild birds nested
in its branches.”

20Again he said, “Towhat should I compare the kingdomof
God?

21 It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three
measures of flour until all the dough had risen.”

The NarrowDoor
22 Then Jesus traveled throughout towns and villages,

teaching andmaking his way toward Jerusalem.
23Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” So

he said to them,
24 “Exert every effort to enter through the narrow door,

becausemany, I tell you, will try to enter andwill not be able
to.

25 Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door,
thenyouwill standoutside and start to knockon thedoor and
beghim, ‘Lord, let us in!’ Buthewill answeryou, ‘I don’t know
where you come from.’
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26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your
presence, and you taught in our streets.’

27But hewill reply, ‘I don’t knowwhere you come from! Go
away fromme, all you evildoers!’

28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you
see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets in the king-
dom of God but you yourselves thrown out.

29 Then people will come from east and west, and from
north and south, and take their places at the banquet table
in the kingdom of God.

30But indeed, some are last who will be first, and some are
first whowill be last.”

Going to Jerusalem
31At that time, some Pharisees came up and said to Jesus,

“Get away from here, because Herod wants to kill you.”
32 But he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Look, I

am casting out demons and performing healings today and
tomorrow, and on the third day I will complete mywork.

33Nevertheless I must go on my way today and tomorrow
and the next day, because it is impossible that a prophet
should be killed outside Jerusalem.’

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and
stone those who are sent to you! How often I have longed
to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you would have none of it!

35Look, your house is forsaken! And I tell you, youwill not
seemeuntil you say, ‘Blessed is the onewho comes in the name
of the Lord!’ ”

14
1Now one Sabbathwhen Jesus went to dine at the house of

a leader of the Pharisees, they were watching him closely.
2 There right in front of him was a man suffering from

dropsy.
3 So Jesus asked the experts in religious law and the Phar-

isees, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?”
4 But they remained silent. So Jesus took hold of the man,

healed him, and sent him away.
5Then he said to them, “Which of you, if you have a son or

an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not
immediately pull him out?”

6But they could not reply to this.
On Seeking Seats of Honor

7Then when Jesus noticed how the guests chose the places
of honor, he told them a parable. He said to them,



Luke 14:8 138 Luke 14:23

8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do
not take the place of honor, because a person more distin-
guished than youmay have been invited by your host.

9 So the host who invited both of you will come and say
to you, ‘Give this man your place.’ Then, ashamed, you will
begin to move to the least important place.

10Butwhenyouare invited, go and take the least important
place, so that when your host approaches he will say to you,
‘Friend, move up here to a better place.’ Then you will be
honored in the presence of all who share themeal with you.

11Foreveryonewhoexaltshimselfwill behumbled, but the
one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

12He said also to themanwho had invited him, “When you
host a dinner or a banquet, don’t invite your friends or your
brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors so you can be
invited by them in return and get repaid.

13Butwhen you host an elaboratemeal, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, and the blind.

14Then youwill be blessed, because they cannot repay you,
for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Parable of the Great Banquet
15 When one of those at the meal with Jesus heard this,

he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will feast in the
kingdom of God!”

16But Jesus said to him, “Aman once gave a great banquet
and invitedmany guests.

17At the time for the banquet he sent his slave to tell those
who had been invited, ‘Come, because everything is now
ready.’

18Butoneafteranother theyall began tomakeexcuses. The
first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and
see it. Please excuseme.’

19Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am
going out to examine them. Please excuseme.’

20Another said, ‘I just got married, and I cannot come.’
21 So the slave came back and reported this to his master.

Then themaster of the household was furious and said to his
slave, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and alleys of the city, and
bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’

22 Then the slave said, ‘Sir, what you instructed has been
done, and there is still room.’

23 So the master said to his slave, ‘Go out to the highways
and country roads and urge people to come in, so that my
house will be filled.
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24 For I tell you, not one of those individuals who were
invited will taste my banquet!’ ”

Counting the Cost
25Now large crowds were accompanying Jesus, and turn-

ing to them he said,
26 “If anyone comes tome and does not hate his own father

andmother, and wife and children, and brothers and sisters,
and even his own life, he cannot bemy disciple.

27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me
cannot bemy disciple.

28 For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t sit
down first and compute the cost to see if he has enough
money to complete it?

29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able
tofinish the tower, allwhosee itwill begin tomake funofhim.

30They will say, ‘This man began to build and was not able
to finish!’

31Orwhatking, goingout toconfrontanotherking inbattle,
will not sit down first and determine whether he is able with
ten thousand to oppose the one coming against him with
twenty thousand?

32 If he cannot succeed, hewill send a representative while
the other is still a long way off and ask for terms of peace.

33 In the same way therefore not one of you can be my
disciple if he does not renounce all his own possessions.

34 “Salt is good, but if salt loses its flavor, how can its flavor
be restored?

35 It is of no value for the soil or for the manure pile; it is
to be thrown out. The one who has ears to hear had better
listen!”

15
1Nowall the tax collectors andsinnerswere coming tohear

him.
2 But the Pharisees and the experts in the law were com-

plaining, “This manwelcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3 So Jesus told them this parable:
4 “Which one of you, if he has a hundred sheep and loses

one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine in the open
pasture and go look for the one that is lost until he finds it?

5 Then when he has found it, he places it on his shoulders,
rejoicing.

6 Returning home, he calls together his friends and neigh-
bors, telling them, ‘Rejoicewithme, because I have foundmy
sheep that was lost.’
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7 I tell you, in the sameway therewill bemore joy inheaven
over one sinnerwho repents thanover ninety-nine righteous
people who have no need to repent.

8 “Orwhat woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one
of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search
thoroughly until she finds it?

9Thenwhen she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the
coin that I had lost.’

10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of
God’s angels over one sinner who repents.”

The Parable of the Compassionate Father
11Then Jesus said, “Aman had two sons.
12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me

the share of the estate that will belong to me.’ So he divided
his assets between them.

13 After a few days, the younger son gathered together all
he had and left on a journey to a distant country, and there
he squandered his wealth with a wild lifestyle.

14Then after he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place in that country, and he began to be in need.

15 So he went and worked for one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.

16Hewas longing to eat the carobpods thepigswere eating,
but no one gave him anything.

17Butwhenhe came tohis senses he said, ‘Howmanyofmy
father’s hired workers have food enough to spare, but here I
am dying from hunger!

18 I will get up and go tomy father and say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and against you.

19 I amno longerworthy to be called your son; treatme like
one of your hired workers.” ’

20So he got up andwent to his father. But while hewas still
a longway fromhomehis father sawhim, and his heartwent
out to him; he ran and hugged his son and kissed him.

21 Then his son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’

22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Hurry! Bring the best
robe, and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger and sandals
on his feet!

23Bring the fattenedcalf andkill it! Letuseat andcelebrate,
24because this son ofminewas dead, and is alive again –he

was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate.
25 “Now his older son was in the field. As he came and

approached the house, he heardmusic and dancing.
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26 So he called one of the slaves and asked what was
happening.

27 The slave replied, ‘Your brother has returned, and your
father has killed the fattened calf because he got his son back
safe and sound.’

28But the older son became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and appealed to him,

29 but he answered his father, ‘Look! These many years I
haveworked like a slave for you, and I never disobeyed your
commands. Yet you never gaveme even a goat so that I could
celebrate withmy friends!

30Butwhen this son of yours cameback,whohas devoured
your assets with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for
him!’

31Then the father said tohim, ‘Son, youarealwayswithme,
and everything that belongs to me is yours.

32 It was appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for your
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found.’ ”

16
1 Jesus also said to the disciples, “Therewas a richmanwho

was informed of accusations that his manager was wasting
his assets.

2So he called themanager in and said to him, ‘What is this I
hear about you? Turn in the account of your administration,
because you can no longer bemymanager.’

3Then themanager said tohimself, ‘What should I do, since
my master is taking my position away from me? I’m not
strong enough to dig, and I’m too ashamed to beg.

4 I know what to do so that when I am put out of manage-
ment, people will welcomeme into their homes.’

5So he contacted hismaster’s debtors one by one. He asked
the first, ‘Howmuch do you owemymaster?’

6 The man replied, ‘A hundred measures of olive oil.’ The
manager said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and
write fifty.’

7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’
The secondman replied, ‘Ahundredmeasures ofwheat.’ The
manager said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’

8 The master commended the dishonest manager because
he acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more
shrewd in dealingwith their contemporaries than the people
of light.

9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by how you
use worldly wealth, so that when it runs out you will be
welcomed into the eternal homes.
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10 “The one who is faithful in a very little is also faithful
in much, and the one who is dishonest in a very little is also
dishonest in much.

11 If thenyouhaven’t been trustworthy inhandlingworldly
wealth, who will entrust you with the true riches?

12And if you haven’t been trustworthywith someone else’s
property, who will give you your own ?

13No servant can serve twomasters, for either hewill hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God andmoney.”

MoreWarnings about the Pharisees
14 The Pharisees (who loved money) heard all this and

ridiculed him.
15 But Jesus said to them, “You are the ones who justify

yourselves in men’s eyes, but God knows your hearts. For
what is highly prized among men is utterly detestable in
God’s sight.

16 “The law and the prophets were in force until John;
since then, the good news of the kingdom of God has been
proclaimed, and everyone is urged to enter it.

17But it is easier for heavenand earth to pass away than for
one tiny stroke of a letter in the law to become void.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries someone
else commits adultery, and the one who marries a woman
divorced from her husband commits adultery.

The RichMan and Lazarus
19 “There was a rich man who dressed in purple and fine

linen andwho feasted sumptuously every day.
20Butathis gate layapoormannamedLazaruswhosebody

was covered with sores,
21who longed to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. In

addition, the dogs came and licked his sores.
22 “Now the poormandied andwas carried by the angels to

Abraham’s side. The richman also died andwas buried.
23And in hell, as he was in torment, he looked up and saw

Abraham far offwith Lazarus at his side.
24 So he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger inwater and cool
my tongue, because I am in anguish in this fire.’

25ButAbrahamsaid, ‘Child, remember that in your lifetime
you received your good things and Lazarus likewise bad
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in anguish.

26Besides all this, a great chasmhas beenfixed betweenus,
so that thosewhowant to cross over fromhere to you cannot
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’
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27 So the rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, father – send
Lazarus to my father’s house

28 (for I have five brothers) to warn them so that they don’t
come into this place of torment.’

29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets;
theymust respond to them.’

30 Then the rich man said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if
someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’

31He replied to him, ‘If they do not respond to Moses and
the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone
rises from the dead.’ ”

17
1 Jesus said to his disciples, “Stumbling blocks are sure to

come, but woe to the one through whom they come!
2 It would be better for him to have amillstone tied around

his neck and be thrown into the sea than for him to cause one
of these little ones to sin.

3Watch yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he
repents, forgive him.

4Even if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven
times returns to you saying, ‘I repent,’ youmust forgive him.”

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6So the Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of amustard

seed, you could say to this blackmulberry tree, ‘Be pulled out
by the roots and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.

7 “Would any one of you say to your slave who comes in
from the field after plowing or shepherding sheep, ‘Come at
once and sit down for ameal’?

8Won’t themaster instead say tohim, ‘Getmydinner ready,
and make yourself ready to serve me while I eat and drink.
Then youmay eat and drink’?

9Hewon’t thank the slave because he didwhat hewas told,
will he?

10 So you too, when you have done everything you were
commanded to do, should say, ‘We are slaves undeserving of
special praise; we have only done what was our duty.’ ”

The Grateful Leper
11 Now on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was passing along

between Samaria and Galilee.
12 As he was entering a village, ten men with leprosy met

him. They stood at a distance,
13 raised their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy

on us.”
14When he saw them he said, “Go and show yourselves to

the priests.” And as they went along, they were cleansed.
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15 Then one of them, when he saw he was healed, turned
back, praising God with a loud voice.

16 He fell with his face to the ground at Jesus’ feet and
thanked him. (Now hewas a Samaritan.)

17 Then Jesus said, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine?

18 Was no one found to turn back and give praise to God
except this foreigner?”

19 Then he said to the man, “Get up and go your way. Your
faith has made you well.”

The Coming of the Kingdom
20 Now at one point the Pharisees asked Jesus when the

kingdom of God was coming, so he answered, “The kingdom
of God is not coming with signs to be observed,

21norwill they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ For indeed,
the kingdom of God is in yourmidst.”

The Coming of the Son ofMan
22Then he said to the disciples, “The days are comingwhen

you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and
youwill not see it.

23Then people will say to you, ‘Look, there he is!’ or ‘Look,
here he is!’ Do not go out or chase after them.

24 For just like the lightning flashes and lights up the sky
from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his
day.

25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by
this generation.

26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the
days of the Son of Man.

27 People were eating, they were drinking, they were mar-
rying, theywere being given inmarriage – right up to the day
Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed
them all.

28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot, people were
eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building;

29but on the day Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur
rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.

30 It will be the same on the day the Son ofMan is revealed.
31 On that day, anyone who is on the roof, with his goods

in the house, must not come down to take them away, and
likewise the person in the fieldmust not turn back.

32Remember Lot’s wife!
33 Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, but whoever

loses his life will preserve it.
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34 I tell you, in thatnight therewill be twopeople inonebed;
one will be taken and the other left.

35 There will be two women grinding grain together; one
will be taken and the other left.”

36 *
37Then thedisciples said tohim, “Where, Lord?” Hereplied

to them, “Where the dead body is, there the vultures will
gather.”

18
1Then Jesus told them a parable to show them they should

always pray and not lose heart.
2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither

feared God nor respected people.
3 There was also a widow in that city who kept coming to

him and saying, ‘Giveme justice against my adversary.’
4 For a while he refused, but later on he said to himself,

‘Though I neither fear God nor have regard for people,
5 yet because this widow keeps on bothering me, I will

give her justice, or in the end she will wear me out by her
unending pleas.’ ”

6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unrighteous judge
says!

7Won’t God give justice to his chosen ones, who cry out to
him day and night? Will he delay long to help them?

8 I tell you, he will give them justice speedily. Nevertheless,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector
9 Jesus also told this parable to some who were confident

that they were righteous and looked down on everyone else.
10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee

and the other a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this:

‘God, I thankyou that I amnot likeotherpeople: extortionists,
unrighteous people, adulterers – or even like this tax collec-
tor.

12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.’
13 The tax collector, however, stood far off and would not

even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, be
merciful to me, sinner that I am!’

14 I tell you that this man went down to his home justified
rather than the Pharisee. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be ex-
alted.”

Jesus and Little Children
* 17:36 [[EMPTY]]
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15Now people were even bringing their babies to him for
him to touch. But when the disciples saw it, they began to
scold those who brought them.

16 But Jesus called for the children, saying, “Let the little
children come to me and do not try to stop them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

17 I tell you the truth, whoever does not receive the king-
dom of God like a child will never enter it.”

TheWealthy Ruler
18Nowa certain ruler askedhim, “Good teacher, whatmust

I do to inherit eternal life?”
19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is

good except God alone.
20You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,

do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor
your father andmother.’ ”

21 The man replied, “I have wholeheartedly obeyed all
these laws since my youth.”

22When Jesusheard this, he said tohim, “One thingyou still
lack. Sell all that youhaveandgive themoney to thepoor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, followme.”

23But when theman heard this he became very sad, for he
was extremely wealthy.

24When Jesus noticed this, he said, “How hard it is for the
rich to enter the kingdom of God!

25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

26Those who heard this said, “Thenwho can be saved?”
27 He replied, “What is impossible for mere humans is

possible for God.”
28And Peter said, “Look, we have left everythingwe own to

follow you!”
29 Then Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, there is

no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or
children for the sake of God’s kingdom

30who will not receive many times more in this age – and
in the age to come, eternal life.”

Another Prediction of Jesus’ Passion
31Then Jesus took the twelve aside and said to them, “Look,

we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written
about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.

32 For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; he will be
mocked, mistreated, and spat on.

33They will flog him severely and kill him. Yet on the third
day he will rise again.”
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34 But the twelve understood none of these things. This
saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what
Jesus meant.

Healing a BlindMan
35As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by

the road begging.
36 When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was

going on.
37They told him, “Jesus the Nazarene is passing by.”
38Sohe called out, “Jesus, SonofDavid, havemercy onme!”
39And thosewhowere in front scolded him to get him to be

quiet, but he shouted even more, “Son of David, have mercy
onme!”

40So Jesus stopped and ordered the beggar to be brought to
him. When theman came near, Jesus asked him,

41 “What do youwantme to do for you?” He replied, “Lord,
let me see again.”

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has
healed you.”

43 And immediately he regained his sight and followed
Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they too gave
praise to God.

19
1 Jesus entered Jericho andwas passing through it.
2Now a man named Zacchaeus was there; he was a chief

tax collector and was rich.
3Hewas trying to get a look at Jesus, but being a short man

he could not see over the crowd.
4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree

to see him, because Jesus was going to pass that way.
5Andwhen Jesus came to that place, he looked up and said

to him, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, because I must stay
at your house today.”

6 So he came down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully.
7Andwhen the people saw it, they all complained, “He has

gone in to be the guest of a manwho is a sinner.”
8But Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord,

half of my possessions I now give to the poor, and if I have
cheated anyone of anything, I am paying back four times as
much!”

9Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
household, because he too is a son of Abraham!

10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
The Parable of the TenMinas
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11 While the people were listening to these things, Jesus
proceeded to tell aparable, becausehewasnear to Jerusalem,
and because they thought that the kingdomof Godwas going
to appear immediately.

12Thereforehe said, “Anoblemanwent to adistant country
to receive for himself a kingdom and then return.

13Andhe summoned tenofhis slaves, gave themtenminas,
and said to them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’

14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after
him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to be king over us!’

15When he returned after receiving the kingdom, he sum-
moned these slaves to whom he had given the money. He
wanted to know howmuch they had earned by trading.

16So the first one came before him and said, ‘Sir, yourmina
has made tenminas more.’

17And the king said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! Because
you have been faithful in a very small matter, you will have
authority over ten cities.’

18 Then the second one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has
made fiveminas.’

19So the king said tohim, ‘Andyouare to be overfive cities.’
20Then another slave came and said, ‘Sir, here is yourmina

that I put away for safekeeping in a piece of cloth.
21 For I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man.

You withdraw what you did not deposit and reap what you
did not sow.’

22Theking said to him, ‘Iwill judge youbyyour ownwords,
you wicked slave! So you knew, did you, that I was a severe
man, withdrawing what I didn’t deposit and reaping what I
didn’t sow?

23Why then didn’t you put my money in the bank, so that
when I returned I could have collected it with interest?’

24And he said to his attendants, ‘Take the mina from him,
and give it to the one who has ten.’

25But they said to him, ‘Sir, he has tenminas already!’
26 ‘I tell you that everyone who has will be given more, but

from the one who does not have, even what he has will be
taken away.

27But as for these enemies ofminewho did not wantme to
be their king, bring them here and slaughter them in front of
me!’ ”

The Triumphal Entry
28 After Jesus had said this, he continued on ahead, going

up to Jerusalem.
29NowwhenheapproachedBethphage andBethany, at the

place called theMount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples,
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30 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. When you
enter it, you will find a colt tied there that has never been
ridden. Untie it and bring it here.

31 If anyoneasksyou, ‘Whyareyouuntying it?’ just say, ‘The
Lord needs it.’ ”

32 So those who were sent ahead found it exactly as he had
told them.

33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them,
“Why are you untying that colt?”

34They replied, “The Lord needs it.”
35 Then they brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the

colt, and had Jesus get on it.
36As he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road.
37Asheapproached the road leadingdown from theMount

of Olives, the whole crowd of his disciples began to rejoice
andpraiseGodwitha loudvoice for all themightyworks they
had seen:

38 “ Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39 But some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.”

40 He answered, “I tell you, if they keep silent, the very
stones will cry out!”

JesusWeeps for Jerusalem under Judgment
41Now when Jesus approached and saw the city, he wept

over it,
42 saying, “If you had only known on this day, even you, the

things that make for peace!
But now they are hidden from your eyes.
43 For the days will come upon you when your enemies

will build anembankment against youand surroundyouand
close in on you from every side.

44 They will demolish you – you and your children within
your walls – and they will not leave within you one stone on
topof another, because youdidnot recognize the timeof your
visitation from God.”

Cleansing the Temple
45Then Jesus entered the temple courts and began to drive

out those whowere selling things there,
46saying to them, “It iswritten, ‘ Myhousewillbeahouse

of prayer,’ but you have turned it into aden of robbers!”
47 Jesus was teaching daily in the temple courts. The chief

priests and the experts in the law and the prominent leaders
among the people were seeking to assassinate him,
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48 but they could not find a way to do it, for all the people
hung on his words.

20
1 Now one day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the

temple courts and proclaiming the gospel, the chief priests
and the experts in the lawwith the elders came up

2and said to him, “Tell us: Bywhat authority are you doing
these things? Or who it is who gave you this authority?”

3Heanswered them, “Iwill alsoaskyouaquestion, andyou
tell me:

4 John’s baptism –was it from heaven or from people?”
5 So they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say,

‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’
6 But if we say, ‘From people,’ all the people will stone us,

because they are convinced that John was a prophet.”
7So theyreplied that theydidnotknowwhere it came from.
8Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by whose

authority I do these things.”

The Parable of the Tenants
9 Then he began to tell the people this parable: “A man

planted a vineyard, leased it to tenant farmers, and went on
a journey for a long time.

10When harvest time came, he sent a slave to the tenants
so that theywould give himhis portion of the crop. However,
the tenants beat his slave and sent him away empty-handed.

11 So he sent another slave. They beat this one too, treated
him outrageously, and sent him away empty-handed.

12 So he sent still a third. They even wounded this one, and
threw him out.

13Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should I do?
I will sendmy one dear son; perhaps they will respect him.’

14But when the tenants saw him, they said to one another,
‘This is the heir; let’s kill him so the inheritance will be ours!’

15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?

16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give the
vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, they said,
“May this never happen!”

17But Jesus looked straight at them and said, “Thenwhat is
the meaning of that which is written: ‘ The stone the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone’?

18Everyonewho falls on this stonewill be broken to pieces,
and the one onwhom it falls will be crushed.”



Luke 20:19 151 Luke 20:37

19Then the experts in the law and the chief priests wanted
toarresthimthatveryhour, because theyrealizedhehad told
this parable against them. But theywere afraid of the people.

Paying Taxes to Caesar
20 Then they watched him carefully and sent spies who

pretended to be sincere. They wanted to take advantage of
what he might say so that they could deliver him up to the
authority and jurisdiction of the governor.

21 Thus they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak
and teach correctly, and shownopartiality, but teach theway
of God in accordance with the truth.

22 Is it right for us to pay the tribute tax to Caesar or not?”
23But Jesus perceived their deceit and said to them,
24 “Showme a denarius. Whose image and inscription are

on it?” They said, “Caesar’s.”
25 So he said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that

are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
26 Thus they were unable in the presence of the people to

trap him with his own words. And stunned by his answer,
they fell silent.

Marriage and the Resurrection
27 Now some Sadducees (who contend that there is no

resurrection) came to him.
28 They asked him, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a

man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, that man
mustmarry the widow and father children for his brother*.

29Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a
woman and died without children.

30The second
31 and then the third married her, and in this same way all

seven died, leaving no children.
32Finally the woman died too.
33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the

woman be? For all seven hadmarried her.”
34 So Jesus said to them, “The people of this age marry and

are given inmarriage.
35But thosewhoare regardedasworthy to share in that age

and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are
given inmarriage.

36 In fact, they can no longer die, because they are equal
to angels and are sons of God, since they are sons of the
resurrection.

37 But even Moses revealed that the dead are raised in the
passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God |
strong="G2316"ofAbrahamand theGodof Isaacand the
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God of Jacob of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the
God of Jacob.

38Nowhe is notGodof the dead, but of the living, for all live
before him.”

39Then some of the experts in the law answered, “Teacher,
you have spoken well!”

40For they did not dare any longer to ask him anything.

TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
41Buthe said to them, “How is it that they say that theChrist

is David’s son?
42For David himself says in the book of Psalms,

‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand,
43 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’

44 If David then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?”
JesusWarns the Disciples against Pride

45Asall thepeoplewere listening, Jesus said tohis disciples,
46 “Beware of the experts in the law. They like walking

around in long robes, and they love elaborate greetings in the
marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the
places of honor at banquets.

47They devourwidows’ property, and as a showmake long
prayers. They will receive amore severe punishment.”

21
1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into

the offering box.
2He also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.
3He said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put in

more than all of them.
4For they all offered their gifts out of their wealth. But she,

out of her poverty, put in everything she had to live on.”
The Signs of the End of the Age

5Now while some were speaking about the temple, how it
was adorned with beautiful stones and offerings, Jesus said,

6 “As for these things that you are gazing at, the days will
come when not one stone will be left on another. All will be
torn down!”

7 So they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things
happen? Andwhatwill be the sign that these things are about
to take place?”

8He said, “Watchout that youarenotmisled. Formanywill
come inmyname, saying, ‘I amhe,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do
not follow them!
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9 And when you hear of wars and rebellions, do not be
afraid. For these things must happen first, but the end will
not come at once.”

Persecution of Disciples
10Thenhe said to them, “Nationwill rise up in arms against

nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
11 There will be great earthquakes, and famines and

plagues in various places, and there will be terrifying sights
and great signs from heaven.

12But before all this, theywill seize you and persecute you,
handing you over to the synagogues and prisons. You will be
brought before kings and governors because of my name.

13This will be a time for you to serve as witnesses.
14Therefore be resolved not to rehearse ahead of time how

tomake your defense.
15 For I will give you the words along with the wisdom

that none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or
contradict.

16Youwill be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives,
and friends, and they will have some of you put to death.

17Youwill be hated by everyone because of my name.
18Yet not a hair of your head will perish.
19By your endurance you will gain your lives.

The Desolation of Jerusalem
20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,

then know that its desolation has come near.
21Then those who are in Judeamust flee to themountains.

Thosewho are inside the citymust depart. Thosewho are out
in the country must not enter it,

22 because these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is
written.

23 Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing their babies in those days! For there will be great
distress on the earth and wrath against this people.

24Theywill fall by the edge of the sword and be led away as
captives amongall nations. Jerusalemwill be trampleddown
by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Arrival of the Son ofMan
25 “And there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars,

and on the earth nations will be in distress, anxious over the
roaring of the sea and the surging waves.

26 People will be fainting from fear and from the expecta-
tion of what is coming on the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken.
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27Then theywill see the SonofMan arriving in a cloudwith
power and great glory.

28 But when these things begin to happen, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

The Parable of the Fig Tree
29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all

the other trees.
30 When they sprout leaves, you see for yourselves and

know that summer is now near.
31So also you, when you see these things happening, know

that the kingdom of God is near.
32 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away

until all these things take place.
33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will

never pass away.
Be Ready!

34“Butbeonyourguardso thatyourheartsarenotweighed
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of
this life, and that day close down upon you suddenly like a
trap.

35 For it will overtake all who live on the face of the whole
earth.

36 But stay alert at all times, praying that you may have
strength to escape all these things that must happen, and to
stand before the Son of Man.”

37So every day Jesuswas teaching in the temple courts, but
at night he went and stayed on theMount of Olives.

38 And all the people came to him early in the morning to
listen to him in the temple courts.

22
1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the

Passover, was approaching.
2 The chief priests and the experts in the law were trying

to find someway to execute Jesus, for they were afraid of the
people.

3ThenSatanentered Judas, theonecalled Iscariot,whowas
one of the twelve.

4 He went away and discussed with the chief priests and
officers of the temple guard how he might betray Jesus,
handing him over to them.

5They were delighted and arranged to give himmoney.
6 So Judas agreed and began looking for an opportunity to

betray Jesus when no crowdwas present.
The Passover
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7 Then the day for the feast of Unleavened Bread came, on
which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.

8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the
Passover for us to eat.”

9They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?”
10He said to them, “Listen, when you have entered the city,

a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into
the house that he enters,

11and tell the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you,
“Where is the guest roomwhere I may eat the Passover with
my disciples?” ’

12 Then he will show you a large furnished room upstairs.
Make preparations there.”

13 So they went and found things just as he had told them,
and they prepared the Passover.

The Lord’s Supper
14Nowwhen thehour came, Jesus tookhisplaceat the table

and the apostles joined him.
15And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this

Passover with you before I suffer.
16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in

the kingdom of God.”
17Thenhe took a cup, andafter giving thankshe said, “Take

this and divide it among yourselves.
18For I tell you that fromnowon Iwill not drink of the fruit

of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
19 Then he took bread, and after giving thanks he broke it

and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

20 And in the same way he took the cup after they had
eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant inmy blood.

A Final Discourse
21 “But look, the hand of the onewho betraysme is withme

on the table.
22For the Son ofMan is to go just as it has been determined,

but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!”
23 So they began to question one another as to which of

them it could possibly be whowould do this.
24 A dispute also started among them over which of them

was to be regarded as the greatest.
25 So Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord

it over them, and those in authority over them are called
‘benefactors.’
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26Not so with you; instead the one who is greatest among
you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the
one who serves.

27 For who is greater, the one who is seated at the table, or
the one who serves? Is it not the one who is seated at the
table? But I am among you as one who serves.

28 “You are the ones who have remained with me in my
trials.

29Thus I grant to you a kingdom, just as my Father granted
to me,

30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom,
and youwill sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31 “Simon, Simon, pay attention! Satan has demanded to
have you all, to sift you like wheat,

32but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faithmay not
fail. When you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

33 But Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you
both to prison and to death!”

34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow
today until you have denied three times that you knowme.”

35 Then Jesus said to them, “When I sent you out with
no money bag, or traveler’s bag, or sandals, you didn’t lack
anything, did you?” They replied, “Nothing.”

36He said to them, “But now, the one who has amoney bag
must take it, and likewise a traveler’s bag too. And the one
who has no swordmust sell his cloak and buy one.

37 For I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in me,
‘ And he was counted with the transgressors.’ For what is
written about me is being fulfilled.”

38So they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” Then he
told them, “It is enough.”

On theMount of Olives
39Then Jesuswent out andmadehisway, as he customarily

did, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him.
40When he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that

you will not fall into temptation.”
41 He went away from them about a stone’s throw, knelt

down, and prayed,
42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me.

Yet not mywill but yours be done.”
43 [Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and

strengthened him.
44 And in his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his

sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.]
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45Whenhe got up fromprayer, he came to the disciples and
found them sleeping, exhausted from grief.

46 So he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and
pray that you will not fall into temptation!”

Betrayal and Arrest
47While hewas still speaking, suddenly a crowd appeared,

and the man named Judas, one of the twelve, was leading
them. He walked up to Jesus to kiss him.

48But Jesus said to him, “Judas, would youbetray the Son of
Manwith a kiss?”

49When those who were around him saw what was about
to happen, they said, “Lord, should we use our swords?”

50 Then one of them struck the high priest’s slave, cutting
off his right ear.

51 But Jesus said, “Enough of this!” And he touched the
man’s ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the
temple guard, and the elders who had come out to get him,
“Have you come out with swords and clubs like you would
against an outlaw?

53Day after day when I was with you in the temple courts,
you did not arrest me. But this is your hour, and that of the
power of darkness!”

Jesus’ Condemnation and Peter’s Denials
54Then they arrested Jesus, led himaway, and brought him

into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a
distance.

55When theyhadmadeafire in themiddle of the courtyard
and sat down together, Peter sat down among them.

56 Then a slave girl, seeing him as he sat in the firelight,
stared at him and said, “This manwas with him too!”

57But Peter denied it: “Woman, I don’t know him!”
58 Then a little later someone else saw him and said, “You

are one of them too.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”
59And after about an hour still another insisted, “Certainly

this manwas with him, because he too is a Galilean.”
60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking

about!” At thatmoment,while hewas still speaking, a rooster
crowed.

61 Then the Lord turned and looked straight at Peter, and
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to
him, “Before a rooster crows today, you will deny me three
times.”

62And he went outside and wept bitterly.
63Nowthemenwhowereholding Jesusunder guardbegan

tomock him and beat him.
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64They blindfolded him and asked him repeatedly, “Proph-
esy! Who hit you?”

65 They also said many other things against him, reviling
him.

66When day came, the council of the elders of the people
gathered together, both the chief priests and the experts in
the law. Then they led Jesus away to their council

67 and said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to
them, “If I tell you, you will not believe,

68and if I ask you, you will not answer.
69But fromnowon the Son ofManwill be seated at the right

hand of the power of God.”
70 So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” He

answered them, “You say that I am.”
71Then they said, “Why dowe need further testimony? We

have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”
23

1Then the whole group of them rose up and brought Jesus
before Pilate.

2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man
subverting our nation, forbidding us to pay the tribute tax to
Caesar and claiming that he himself is Christ, a king.”

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He
replied, “You say so.”

4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find
no basis for an accusation against this man.”

5 But they persisted in saying, “He incites the people by
teaching throughout all Judea. It started inGalilee and ended
up here!”

Jesus Brought Before Herod
6 Now when Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man

was a Galilean.
7When he learned that he was from Herod’s jurisdiction,

he sent him over to Herod, who also happened to be in
Jerusalem at that time.

8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long
desired to see him, because he had heard about him andwas
hoping to see him perform somemiraculous sign.

9 So Herod questioned him at considerable length; Jesus
gave him no answer.

10 The chief priests and the experts in the law were there,
vehemently accusing him.

11Even Herod with his soldiers treated himwith contempt
and mocked him. Then, dressing him in elegant clothes,
Herod sent him back to Pilate.
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12That verydayHerodandPilate became friendswith each
other, for prior to this they had been enemies.

Jesus Brought Before the Crowd
13 Then Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers,

and the people,
14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who

was misleading the people. When I examined him before
you, I did not find this man guilty of anything you accused
him of doing.

15Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, he
has done nothing deserving death.

16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”
17 *
18 But they all shouted out together, “Take this man away!

Release Barabbas for us!”
19 (Thiswas amanwho had been thrown into prison for an

insurrection started in the city, and for murder.)
20 Pilate addressed them once again because he wanted to

release Jesus.
21But they kept on shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”
22A third time he said to them, “Why? What wrong has he

done? I have found him guilty of no crime deserving death. I
will therefore flog him and release him.”

23But theywere insistent, demandingwith loud shouts that
he be crucified. And their shouts prevailed.

24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted.
25 He released the man they asked for, who had been

thrown in prison for insurrection and murder. But he
handed Jesus over to their will.

The Crucifixion
26As they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, who

was coming in from the country. They placed the cross on his
back andmade him carry it behind Jesus.

27A great number of the people followed him, among them
womenwhoweremourning andwailing for him.

28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and
for your children.

29 For this is certain: The days are coming when they will
say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore
children, and the breasts that never nursed!’

30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’
and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’
* 23:17 [[EMPTY]]
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31For if such things are donewhen thewood is green, what
will happen when it is dry?”

32 Two other criminals were also led away to be executed
with him.

33Sowhen they came to the place that is called “The Skull,”
they crucified him there, alongwith the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left.

34 [But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for theydon’t know
what they are doing.”] Then they threw dice to divide his
clothes.

35 The people also stood there watching, but the rulers
ridiculed him, saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself
if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!”

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering
him sour wine,

37 and saying, “If you are the king of the Jews, save your-
self!”

38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the king
of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who was hanging there railed at
him, saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?

41Andwe rightly so, forwe are gettingwhatwe deserve for
what we did, but this man has done nothing wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in
your kingdom.”

43And Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, today youwill
be withme in paradise.”

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the
whole land until three in the afternoon,

45 because the sun’s light failed. The temple curtain was
torn in two.

46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father,
into your hands I commit my spirit!” And after he said this he
breathed his last.

47 Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he
praised God and said, “Certainly this manwas innocent!”

48And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle,
when they sawwhat had taken place, returnedhomebeating
their breasts.

49And all thosewho knew Jesus stood at a distance, and the
womenwho had followed him fromGalilee saw these things.

Jesus’ Burial
50Now there was aman named Josephwhowas amember

of the council, a good and righteous man.
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51 (He had not consented to their plan and action.) He
was from the Judean town of Arimathea, and was looking
forward to the kingdom of God.

52Hewent to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and

placed it in a tomb cut out of the rock, where no one had yet
been buried.

54 It was the day of preparation and the Sabbath was
beginning.

55 The women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee
followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid
in it.

56 Then they returned and prepared aromatic spices and
perfumes.
On the Sabbath they rested according to the command-

ment.

24
1 Now on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the

womenwent to the tomb, taking the aromatic spices theyhad
prepared.

2They found that the stone had been rolled away from the
tomb,

3 but when they went in, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus.

4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly twomen
stood beside them in dazzling attire.

5 The women were terribly frightened and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead?

6He is not here, but has been raised! Remember how he
told you, while he was still in Galilee,

7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of
sinfulmen, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.”

8Then the women remembered his words,
9andwhen they returned from the tomb they told all these

things to the eleven and to all the rest.
10Now itwasMaryMagdalene, Joanna,Mary themother of

James, and the otherwomenwith themwho told these things
to the apostles.

11But thesewords seemed like pure nonsense to them, and
they did not believe them.

12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb. He bent down
and saw only the strips of linen cloth; then he went home,
wondering what had happened.

JesusWalks the Road to Emmaus
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13 Now that very day two of them were on their way to a
village called Emmaus, about sevenmiles from Jerusalem.

14They were talking to each other about all the things that
had happened.

15While theywere talking and debating these things, Jesus
himself approached and began to accompany them

16 (but their eyes were kept from recognizing him).
17 Then he said to them, “What are these matters you are

discussing so intently as you walk along?” And they stood
still, looking sad.

18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are
you theonly visitor to Jerusalemwhodoesn’t know the things
that have happened there in these days?”

19He said to them, “What things?” “The things concerning
Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied, “a man who, with his
powerful deeds and words, proved to be a prophet before
God and all the people;

20and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to
be condemned to death, and crucified him.

21But we had hoped that he was the one who was going to
redeem Israel. Not only this, but it is now the third day since
these things happened.

22 Furthermore, some women of our group amazed us.
They were at the tomb early this morning,

23andwhen they did not find his body, they came back and
said they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.

24Then some of those who were with us went to the tomb,
and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see
him.”

25 So he said to them, “You foolish people – how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!

26Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things
and enter into his glory?”

27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to themthe thingswrittenabouthimself in all the
scriptures.

28 So they approached the village where they were going.
He acted as though he wanted to go farther,

29 but they urged him, “Stay with us, because it is getting
toward evening and the day is almost done.” So hewent in to
stay with them.

30When he had taken his place at the table with them, he
took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.

31At this point their eyeswere opened and they recognized
him. Then he vanished out of their sight.



Luke 24:32 163 Luke 24:51

32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within
us while he was speaking with us on the road, while he was
explaining the scriptures to us?”

33So they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem.
They found theelevenand thosewith themgathered together

34and saying, “The Lord has really risen, and has appeared
to Simon!”

35Then they toldwhat had happened on the road, and how
they recognized himwhen he broke the bread.

JesusMakes a Final Appearance
36While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood

among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
37But they were startled and terrified, thinking they saw a

ghost.
38Then he said to them, “Why are you frightened, andwhy

do doubts arise in your hearts?
39Look atmyhands andmy feet; it’sme! Touchmeand see;

a ghost does not have flesh and bones like you see I have.”
40Whenhehad said this, he showed themhishands andhis

feet.
41 And while they still could not believe it (because of

their joy) and were amazed, he said to them, “Do you have
anything here to eat?”

42 So they gave him a piece of broiled fish,
43and he took it and ate it in front of them.
Jesus’ Final Commission

44Thenhe said to them, “These aremywords that I spoke to
you while I was still with you, that everything written about
me in the lawofMoses and the prophets and the psalmsmust
be fulfilled.”

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand
the scriptures,

46 and said to them, “Thus it stands written that the Christ
would suffer and would rise from the dead on the third day,

47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be pro-
claimed inhisname toall nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

48You are witnesses of these things.
49 And look, I am sending you what my Father promised.

But stay in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.”

Jesus’Departure
50Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up

his hands, he blessed them.
51Now during the blessing he departed and was taken up

into heaven.
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52 So they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy,

53andwere continually in the temple courts blessing God.
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John
The Prologue to the Gospel

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and theWord was fully God.

2TheWord was with God in the beginning.
3 All things were created by him, and apart from him not

one thing was created that has been created.
4 In himwas life, and the life was the light of mankind.
5And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness

has not mastered it.
6Aman came, sent from God, whose namewas John.
7 He came as a witness to testify about the light, so that

everyonemight believe through him.
8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify about

the light.
9 The true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming

into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world was created by him,

but the world did not recognize him.
11He came towhatwas his own, but his ownpeople did not

receive him.
12But to all who have received him – those who believe in

his name – he has given the right to become God’s children
13 – children not born by human parents or by human

desire or a husband’s decision, but by God.
14 Now the Word became flesh and took up residence

among us. We saw his glory – the glory of the one and only,
full of grace and truth, who came from the Father.

15 John testified about him and shouted out, “This one was
the one aboutwhom I said, ‘Hewho comes afterme is greater
than I am, because he existed before me.’ ”

16 For we have all received from his fullness one gracious
gift after another.

17For the lawwasgiven throughMoses, but grace and truth
came about through Jesus Christ.

18 No one has ever seen God. The only one, himself God,
who is in closest fellowship with the Father, has made God
known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?”
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20He confessed – he did not deny but confessed – “I am not
the Christ!”

21 So they asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not!” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered,
“No!”

22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Tell us so that we
can give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?”

23 Johnsaid, “I am thevoiceofoneshouting in thewilderness,
‘Make straight the way for the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet
said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. )
25 So they asked John, “Why then are you baptizing if you

are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you

stands one whom you do not recognize,
27 who is coming after me. I am not worthy to untie the

strap of his sandal!”
28 These things happened in Bethany across the Jordan

River where Johnwas baptizing.
29On the next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and

said, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world!

30This is the one aboutwhom I said, ‘Afterme comes aman
who is greater than I am, because he existed before me.’

31 I did not recognize him, but I came baptizing with water
so that he could be revealed to Israel.”

32 Then John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending like a
dove from heaven, and it remained on him.

33 And I did not recognize him, but the one who sent me
to baptize with water said to me, ‘The one on whom you see
the Spirit descending and remaining – this is the one who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’

34 I have both seen and testified that thisman is the Chosen
One of God.”

35Again the next day John was standing there with two of
his disciples.

36Gazing at Jesus as hewalked by, he said, “Look, the Lamb
of God!”

37 When John’s two disciples heard him say this, they
followed Jesus.

38 Jesus turned around and saw them following and said
to them, “What do you want?” So they said to him, “Rabbi”
(which is translated Teacher), “where are you staying?”

39 Jesus answered, “Come and you will see.” So they came
and sawwhere hewas staying, and they stayedwith him that
day. Now it was about four o’clock in the afternoon.
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Andrew’s Declaration
40Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two

disciples who heard what John said and followed Jesus.
41He first found his own brother Simon and told him, “We

have found theMessiah!” (which is translated Christ).
42 Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at him

and said, “You are Simon, the son of John. You will be called
Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The Calling ofMore Disciples
43 On the next day Jesus wanted to set out for Galilee. He

found Philip and said to him, “Followme.”
44 (NowPhilipwas fromBethsaida, the townofAndrewand

Peter.)
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found

the one Moses wrote about in the law, and the prophets also
wrote about – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 Nathanael replied, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip replied, “Come and see.”

47 Jesus sawNathanael coming toward him and exclaimed,
“Look, a true Israelite in whom there is no deceit!”

48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” Jesus
replied, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the
fig tree, I saw you.”

49Nathanael answeredhim, “Rabbi, youare the SonofGod;
you are the king of Israel!”

50 Jesus said tohim, “Because I toldyou that I sawyouunder
the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than
these.”

51 He continued, “I tell all of you the solemn truth – you
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.”

2
1 Now on the third day there was a wedding at Cana in

Galilee. Jesus’mother was there,
2 and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wed-

ding.
3When the wine ran out, Jesus’mother said to him, “They

have no wine left.”
4 Jesus replied, “Woman,whyare you saying this tome? My

time has not yet come.”
5His mother told the servants, “Whatever he tells you, do

it.”
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish

ceremonial washing, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
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7 Jesus told the servants, “Fill thewater jars withwater.” So
they filled them up to the very top.

8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the
head steward,” and they did.

9 When the head steward tasted the water that had been
turned to wine, not knowing where it came from (though
the servants who had drawn the water knew), he called the
bridegroom

10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first,
and then the cheaper wine when the guests are drunk. You
have kept the good wine until now!”

11 Jesus did this as the first of his miraculous signs, in Cana
of Galilee. In this way he revealed his glory, and his disciples
believed in him.

Cleansing the Temple
12After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother

and brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there a few
days.

13Now the Jewish feast of Passover was near, so Jesus went
up to Jerusalem.

14
He found in the temple courts thosewhowere selling oxen

and sheep and doves, and the money changers sitting at
tables.

15So hemade awhip of cords and drove them all out of the
temple courts, with the sheep and the oxen. He scattered the
coins of themoney changers and overturned their tables.

16 To those who sold the doves he said, “Take these things
away from here! Do not make my Father’s house a market-
place!”

17His disciples remembered that it was written, “ Zeal for
your house will devourme.”

18 So then the Jewish leaders responded, “What sign can
you show us, since you are doing these things?”

19 Jesus replied, “Destroy this templeand in threedays Iwill
raise it up again.”

20 Then the Jewish leaders said to him, “This temple has
been under construction for forty-six years, and are you
going to raise it up in three days?”

21But Jesus was speaking about the temple of his body.
22 So after he was raised from the dead, his disciples

remembered that he had said this, and they believed the
scripture and the saying that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus at the Passover Feast
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23 Now while Jesus was in Jerusalem at the feast of the
Passover, many people believed in his name because they
saw themiraculous signs he was doing.

24But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, because he
knew all people.

25Hedidnot need anyone to testify aboutman, for he knew
what was inman.

3
1 Now a certain man, a Pharisee named Nicodemus, who

was amember of the Jewish ruling council,
2 came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know

that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one
could perform themiraculous signs that you do unless God is
with him.”

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person
is born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when
he is old? He cannot enter his mother’s womb and be born a
second time, can he?”

5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a per-
son is born of water and spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God.

6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit.

7Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘Youmust all be born
from above.’

8The wind blows wherever it will, and you hear the sound
it makes, but do not knowwhere it comes from and where it
is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus replied, “How can these things be?”
10 Jesus answered, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet

you don’t understand these things?
11 I tell you the solemn truth,we speakaboutwhatweknow

and testify about what we have seen, but you people do not
accept our testimony.

12 If I have told you people about earthly things and you
don’t believe, howwill youbelieve if I tell youaboutheavenly
things?

13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven – the Son of Man.

14 Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up,

15 so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal
life.”
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16 For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not
perish but have eternal life.

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world should be saved through him.

18The one who believes in him is not condemned. The one
who does not believe has been condemned already, because
he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of
God.

19Now this is the basis for judging: that the light has come
into theworld and people loved the darkness rather than the
light, because their deeds were evil.

20Foreveryonewhodoesevil deedshates the lightanddoes
not come to the light, so that their deeds will not be exposed.

21But the onewho practices the truth comes to the light, so
that it may be plainly evident that his deeds have been done
in God.

Further Testimony About Jesus by John the Baptist
22After this, Jesus and his disciples came into Judean terri-

tory, and there he spent time with them andwas baptizing.
23 John was also baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because

water was plentiful there, and people were coming to him
and being baptized.

24 (For John had not yet been thrown into prison.)
25Now a dispute came about between some of John’s disci-

ples and a certain Jew concerning ceremonial washing.
26 So they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one

whowaswith you on the other side of the JordanRiver, about
whom you testified – see, he is baptizing, and everyone is
flocking to him!”

27 John replied, “No one can receive anything unless it has
been given to him from heaven.

28You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I amnot the Christ,’
but rather, ‘I have been sent before him.’

29The onewho has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend
of thebridegroom,who standsbyand listens forhim, rejoices
greatly when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. This then is
my joy, and it is complete.

30 He must become more important while I become less
important.”

31Theonewhocomes fromabove is superior to all. Theone
who is from the earth belongs to the earth and speaks about
earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is superior
to all.

32He testifies aboutwhat hehas seenandheard, but noone
accepts his testimony.
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33 The one who has accepted his testimony has confirmed
clearly that God is truthful.

34For the onewhomGod has sent speaks thewords of God,
for he does not give the Spirit sparingly.

35The Father loves the Son and has placed all things under
his authority.

36The onewho believes in the Son has eternal life. The one
who rejects the Sonwill not see life, but God’s wrath remains
on him.

4
1Now when Jesus knew that the Pharisees had heard that

he was winning and baptizingmore disciples than John
2 (although Jesus himself was not baptizing, but his disci-

ples were),
3he left Judea and set out oncemore for Galilee.

ConversationWith a SamaritanWoman
4But he had to pass through Samaria.
5Now he came to a Samaritan town called Sychar, near the

plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s well was there, so Jesus, since he was tired from

the journey, sat rightdownbeside thewell. Itwasaboutnoon.
7ASamaritanwomancame todrawwater. Jesus said toher,

“Giveme somewater to drink.”
8 (For his disciples had gone off into the town to buy sup-

plies. )
9 So the Samaritan woman said to him, “How can you – a

Jew – ask me, a Samaritan woman, for water to drink?” (For
Jews use nothing in commonwith Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answeredher, “If youhadknown thegift ofGodand
who it is who said to you, ‘Give me some water to drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said to him, “you have no bucket and
the well is deep; where then do you get this living water?

12 Surely you’re not greater than our ancestor Jacob, are
you? For he gaveus thiswell anddrank from it himself, along
with his sons and his livestock.”

13 Jesus replied, “Everyone who drinks some of this water
will be thirsty again.

14 But whoever drinks some of the water that I will give
him will never be thirsty again, but the water that I will give
him will become in him a fountain of water springing up to
eternal life.”

15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I
will not be thirsty or have to come here to drawwater.”
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16 He said to her, “Go call your husband and come back
here.”

17 The woman replied, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to
her, “Right you are when you said, ‘I have no husband,’

18 for you have had five husbands, and theman you are liv-
ing with now is not your husband. This you said truthfully!”

19Thewoman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.
20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you peo-

ple say that the place where people must worship is in
Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem.

22You people worship what you do not know. We worship
what we know, because salvation is from the Jews.

23 But a time is coming – and now is here – when the true
worshiperswillworship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father seeks such people to be his worshipers.

24 God is spirit, and the people who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.”

25Thewoman said to him, “I know thatMessiah is coming”
(the one called Christ); “whenever he comes, he will tell us
everything.”

26 Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”
The Disciples Return

27Now at that very moment his disciples came back. They
were shocked because hewas speakingwith awoman. How-
ever, no one said, “What do you want?” or “Why are you
speaking with her?”

28Then thewoman left herwater jar, went off into the town
and said to the people,

29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.
Surely he can’t be theMessiah, can he?”

30 So they left the town and began coming to him.

Workers for the Harvest
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat

something.”
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know

nothing about.”
33 So the disciples began to say to one another, “No one

brought him anything to eat, did they?”
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one

who sent me and to complete his work.
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35 Don’t you say, ‘There are four more months and then
comes the harvest?’ I tell you, look up and see that the fields
are already white for harvest!

36 The one who reaps receives pay and gathers fruit for
eternal life, so that the one who sows and the one who reaps
can rejoice together.

37 For in this instance the saying is true, ‘One sows and
another reaps.’

38 I sent you to reapwhat you did notwork for; others have
labored and you have entered into their labor.”

The Samaritans Respond
39 Now many Samaritans from that town believed in him

because of the report of the woman who testified, “He told
me everything I ever did.”

40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they began asking
him to stay with them. He stayed there two days,

41and because of his wordmanymore believed.
42 They said to the woman, “No longer do we believe be-

cause of yourwords, forwehaveheard for ourselves, andwe
know that this one really is the Savior of the world.”

Onward to Galilee
43After the two days he departed from there to Galilee.
44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no

honor in his own country.)
45Sowhen he came to Galilee, the Galileanswelcomed him

because theyhad seenall the thingshehaddone in Jerusalem
at the feast (for they themselves had gone to the feast).

Healing the Royal Official’s Son
46 Now he came again to Cana there was a certain royal

official whose son was sick.
47When he heard that Jesus had come back from Judea to

Galilee, he went to him and begged him to come down and
heal his son, whowas about to die.

48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and
wonders you will never believe!”

49“Sir,” the official said tohim, “comedownbeforemychild
dies.”

50 Jesus told him, “Go home; your son will live.” The man
believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and set off for
home.

51While he was on his way down, his slaves met him and
told him that his son was going to live.

52 So he asked them the time when his condition began to
improve, and they told him, “Yesterday at one o’clock in the
afternoon the fever left him.”
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53 Then the father realized that it was the very time Jesus
had said to him, “Your son will live,” and he himself believed
along with his entire household.

54 Jesus did this as his second miraculous sign when he
returned from Judea to Galilee.

5
1 After this there was a Jewish feast, and Jesus went up to

Jerusalem.
2Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool called

Bethzatha in Aramaic, which has five covered walkways.
3A great number of sick, blind, lame, and paralyzed people

were lying in these walkways.
4 *
5Now a man was there who had been disabled for thirty-

eight years.
6WhenJesus sawhimlying thereandwhenherealized that

themanhadbeendisableda long timealready, he said tohim,
“Do youwant to becomewell?”

7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me
into the pool when the water is stirred up. While I am trying
to get into the water, someone else goes down there before
me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up! Pick up yourmat and walk.”
9 Immediately the man was healed, and he picked up his

mat and started walking. (Now that day was a Sabbath.)
10 So the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been

healed, “It is the Sabbath, and you are not permitted to carry
yourmat.”

11But he answered them, “Themanwhomademewell said
to me, ‘Pick up yourmat and walk.’ ”

12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Pick
up yourmat and walk’?”

13 But the man who had been healed did not know who it
was, for Jesus had slipped out, since therewas a crowd in that
place.

14 After this Jesus found him at the temple and said to
him, “Look, you have become well. Don’t sin any more, lest
anything worse happen to you.”

15 The man went away and informed the Jewish leaders
that Jesus was the one who hadmade himwell.

Responding to Jewish Leaders
16 Now because Jesus was doing these things on the Sab-

bath, the Jewish leaders began persecuting him.

* 5:4 [[EMPTY]]
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17 So he told them, “My Father is working until now, and I
too amworking.”

18 For this reason the Jewish leaders were trying even
harder to kill him, because not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was also calling God his own Father, thus
making himself equal with God.

19 So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, the
Son can do nothing on his own initiative, but only what he
sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, the Son
does likewise.

20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything
he does, and will show him greater deeds than these, so that
you will be amazed.

21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,
so also the Son gives life to whomever he wishes.

22 Furthermore, the Father does not judge anyone, but has
assigned all judgment to the Son,

23so that all peoplewill honor theSon just as theyhonor the
Father. The one who does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father who sent him.

24 “I tell you the solemn truth, the one who hears my
message and believes the one who sent me has eternal life
and will not be condemned, but has crossed over from death
to life.

25 I tell you the solemn truth, a time is coming – and is now
here – when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God,
and those who hear will live.

26 For just as the Father has life in himself, thus he has
granted the Son to have life in himself,

27 and he has granted the Son authority to execute judg-
ment, because he is the Son of Man.

28“Donot be amazedat this, because a time is comingwhen
all who are in the tombs will hear his voice

29andwill come out – the oneswho have donewhat is good
to the resurrection resulting in life, and the ones who have
done what is evil to the resurrection resulting in condemna-
tion.

30 I can do nothing on my own initiative. Just as I hear, I
judge, andmy judgment is just, because I do not seekmy own
will, but the will of the one who sent me.

More Testimony About Jesus
31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true.
32 There is another who testifies about me, and I know the

testimony he testifies about me is true.
33You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.
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34 (I do not accept human testimony, but I say this so that
youmay be saved.)

35 He was a lamp that was burning and shining, and you
wanted to rejoice greatly for a short time in his light.

36 “But I have a testimony greater than that from John. For
the deeds that the Father has assigned me to complete – the
deeds I am now doing – testify about me that the Father has
sent me.

37And the Father who sent me has himself testified about
me. You people have never heard his voice nor seen his form
at any time,

38nordo youhavehisword residing in you, because youdo
not believe the one whom he sent.

39You study the scriptures thoroughly because you think in
them you possess eternal life, and it is these same scriptures
that testify about me,

40 but you are not willing to come to me so that you may
have life.

41 “I do not accept praise from people,
42 but I know you, that you do not have the love of God

within you.
43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept

me. If someone else comes in his own name, you will accept
him.

44 How can you believe, if you accept praise from one
another and don’t seek the praise that comes from the only
God?

45 “Do not suppose that I will accuse you before the Father.
The onewho accuses you isMoses, in whom you have placed
your hope.

46 If you believedMoses, youwould believeme, because he
wrote about me.

47But if you do not believewhatMoseswrote, howwill you
believemywords?”

6
1After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of

Galilee (also called the Sea of Tiberias).
2 A large crowd was following him because they were

observing the miraculous signs he was performing on the
sick.

3So Jesuswent on up themountainside and sat down there
with his disciples.

4 (Now the Jewish feast of the Passover was near.)
5Then Jesus,whenhe lookedupand saw that a large crowd

was coming to him, said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread
so that these people may eat?”
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6 (Now Jesus said this to test him, for he knewwhat he was
going to do.)

7 Philip replied, “Two hundred silver coins worth of bread
would not be enough for them, for each one to get a little.”

8 One of Jesus’ disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
said to him,

9 “Here is a boywhohas five barley loaves and twofish, but
what good are these for somany people?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” (Now there was
a lot of grass in that place.) So the men sat down, about five
thousand in number.

11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given
thanks, he distributed the bread to those who were seated.
He then did the samewith the fish, as much as they wanted.

12When they were all satisfied, Jesus said to his disciples,
“Gatherup thebrokenpieces thatare left over, so thatnothing
is wasted.”

13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with
broken pieces from the five barley loaves left over by the
people who had eaten.

14Nowwhen the people saw themiraculous sign that Jesus
performed, theybegan to say tooneanother, “This is certainly
the Prophet who is to come into the world.”

15 Then Jesus, because he knew they were going to come
and seize him by force to make him king, withdrew again up
themountainside alone.

Walking onWater
16Nowwhen evening came, his disciples went down to the

lake,
17 got into a boat, and started to cross the lake to Caper-

naum. (It had already become dark, and Jesus had not yet
come to them.)

18 By now a strong wind was blowing and the sea was
getting rough.

19 Then, when they had rowed about three or four miles,
they caught sight of Jesus walking on the lake, approaching
the boat, and they were frightened.

20But he said to them, “It is I. Do not be afraid.”
21Then theywanted to take him into the boat, and immedi-

ately the boat came to the landwhere they had beenheading.
22 The next day the crowd that remained on the other side

of the lake realized that only one small boat had been there,
and that Jesus had not boarded it with his disciples, but that
his disciples had gone away alone.
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23 But some boats from Tiberias came to shore near the
place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had
given thanks.

24 So when the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his
disciples were there, they got into the boats and came to
Capernaum looking for Jesus.

Jesus’Discourse About the Bread of Life
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they

said to him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”
26 Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, you are looking

for me not because you saw miraculous signs, but because
you ate all the loaves of bread you wanted.

27 Do not work for the food that disappears, but for the
food that remains to eternal life – the food which the Son of
Man will give to you. For God the Father has put his seal of
approval on him.”

28So then they said tohim, “Whatmustwedo toaccomplish
the deeds God requires?”

29 Jesus replied, “This is the deed God requires – to believe
in the one whom he sent.”

30So they said to him, “Thenwhatmiraculous signwill you
perform, so that we may see it and believe you? What will
you do?

31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it
is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ”

32 Then Jesus told them, “I tell you the solemn truth, it is
not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, butmy
Father is giving you the true bread from heaven.

33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world.”

34 So they said to him, “Sir, give us this bread all the time!”
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. The one who

comes to me will never go hungry, and the one who believes
inmewill never be thirsty.

36 But I told you that you have seen me and still do not
believe.

37EveryonewhomtheFathergivesmewill come tome, and
the one who comes to me I will never send away.

38For I have comedown fromheavennot to domyownwill
but the will of the one who sent me.

39Now this is thewill of the onewho sentme – that I should
not lose one person of every one he has given me, but raise
them all up at the last day.

40For this is the will of my Father – for everyonewho looks
on the Son and believes in him to have eternal life, and I will
raise him up at the last day.”
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41Then the Jewswhowere hostile to Jesus began complain-
ing about him because he said, “I am the bread that came
down from heaven,”

42 and they said, “Isn’t this Jesus the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have
come down from heaven’?”

43 Jesus replied, “Do not complain aboutme to one another.
44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me

draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.
45 It iswritten in the prophets, ‘And theywill all be taught by

God.’ Everyone who hears and learns from the Father comes
to me.

46 (Not that anyone has seen the Father except the onewho
is from God – he has seen the Father.)

47 I tell you the solemn truth, the one who believes has
eternal life.

48 I am the bread of life.
49Your ancestors ate themanna in thewilderness, and they

died.
50 This is the bread that has come down from heaven, so

that a personmay eat from it and not die.
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If

anyone eats from this bread he will live forever. The bread
that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

52 Then the Jews who were hostile to Jesus began to argue
with one another, “How can thisman give us his flesh to eat?”

53 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have
no life in yourselves.

54 The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.

55Formy flesh is true food, andmy blood is true drink.
56 The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood resides

inme, and I in him.
57 Just as the living Father sentme, and I live because of the

Father, so the one who consumesmewill live because of me.
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven; it is not

like the bread your ancestors ate, but then later died. The one
who eats this bread will live forever.”

Many Followers Depart
59 Jesus said these things while he was teaching in the

synagogue in Capernaum.
60Thenmanyofhisdisciples,when theyheard these things,

said, “This is a difficult saying! Who can understand it?”
61When Jesus was aware that his disciples were complain-

ing about this, he said to them, “Does this cause you to be
offended?
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62Thenwhat if you see the Son ofMan ascendingwhere he
was before?

63The Spirit is the onewho gives life; humannature is of no
help! The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are
life.

64But there are some of youwho do not believe.” (For Jesus
had already known from the beginning who those were who
did not believe, and who it was whowould betray him.)

65So Jesus added, “Because of this I told you that no one can
come tome unless the Father has allowed him to come.”

Peter’s Confession
66 After this many of his disciples quit following him and

did not accompany him any longer.
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You don’t want to go away

too, do you?”
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom would we

go? You have the words of eternal life.
69We have come to believe and to know that you are the

Holy One of God!”
70 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I choose you, the twelve, and yet

one of you is the devil?”
71 (Now he said this about Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for

Judas, one of the twelve, was going to betray him.)

7
1After this Jesus traveled throughoutGalilee. He stayedout

of Judea because the Jewish leaders wanted to kill him.
2Now the Jewish feast of Tabernacles was near.
3 So Jesus’ brothers advised him, “Leave here and go to

Judea so your disciples may see your miracles that you are
performing.

4 For no one who seeks to make a reputation for himself
does anything in secret. If you are doing these things, show
yourself to the world.”

5 (For not even his own brothers believed in him.)
6So Jesus replied, “My time has not yet arrived, but you are

ready at any opportunity!
7The world cannot hate you, but it hates me, because I am

testifying about it that its deeds are evil.
8You go up to the feast yourselves. I amnot going up to this

feast becausemy time has not yet fully arrived.”
9When he had said this, he remained in Galilee.
10Butwhenhisbrothershadgoneup to the feast, then Jesus

himself also went up, not openly but in secret.
11 So the Jewish leaders were looking for him at the feast,

asking, “Where is he?”
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12 There was a lot of grumbling about him among the
crowds. Some were saying, “He is a good man,” but others,
“He deceives the common people.”

13However, no one spoke openly about him for fear of the
Jewish leaders.

Teaching in the Temple
14When the feastwas half over, Jesuswent up to the temple

courts and began to teach.
15Then the Jewish leaders were astonished and said, “How

does this man know so much when he has never had formal
instruction?”

16 So Jesus replied, “My teaching is not from me, but from
the one who sent me.

17 If anyone wants to do God’s will, he will know about my
teaching, whether it is fromGod or whether I speak frommy
own authority.

18 The person who speaks on his own authority desires to
receive honor for himself; the one who desires the honor of
the one who sent him is a man of integrity, and there is no
unrighteousness in him.

19Hasn’tMoses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps
the law! Why do youwant to kill me?”

20 The crowd answered, “You’re possessed by a demon!
Who is trying to kill you?”

21 Jesus replied, “I performed one miracle and you are all
amazed.

22However, becauseMoses gaveyou thepractice of circum-
cision (not that it came fromMoses, but from the forefathers),
you circumcise amale child on the Sabbath.

23But if a male child is circumcised on the Sabbath so that
the law of Moses is not broken, why are you angry with me
because I made aman completely well on the Sabbath?

24Donot judgeaccording to external appearance, but judge
with proper judgment.”

Questions About Jesus’ Identity
25 Then some of the residents of Jerusalem began to say,

“Isn’t this theman they are trying to kill?
26 Yet here he is, speaking publicly, and they are saying

nothing to him. Do the rulers really know that thisman is the
Christ?

27Butweknowwhere thisman comes from. Whenever the
Christ comes, no one will knowwhere he comes from.”

28Then Jesus,while teaching in the temple courts, criedout,
“Youbothknowmeandknowwhere I come from! And Ihave
not come on my own initiative, but the one who sent me is
true. You do not know him,
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29 but I know him, because I have come from him and he
sent me.”

30 So then they tried to seize Jesus, but no one laid a hand
on him, because his time had not yet come.

31Yet many of the crowd believed in him and said, “When-
ever the Christ comes, he won’t perform more miraculous
signs than this man did, will he?”

32The Pharisees heard the crowdmurmuring these things
about Jesus, so thechiefpriests and thePharisees sentofficers
to arrest him.

33Then Jesus said, “I will be with you for only a little while
longer, and then I am going to the one who sent me.

34Youwill look forme butwill not findme, andwhere I am
you cannot come.”

35Then the Jewish leaders said to one another, “Where is he
going to go that we cannot find him? He is not going to go to
the Jewish people dispersed among the Greeks and teach the
Greeks, is he?

36Whatdidhemeanbysaying, ‘Youwill look formebutwill
not findme, and where I am you cannot come’?”

Teaching About the Spirit
37On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood

up and shouted out, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me,
and

38 let the onewhobelieves inmedrink. Just as the scripture
says, ‘ Fromwithin himwill flow rivers of livingwater.’ ”

39 (Now he said this about the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were going to receive, for the Spirit had not
yet been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.)

Differing Opinions About Jesus
40When they heard these words, some of the crowd began

to say, “This really is the Prophet!”
41Others said, “This is the Christ!” But still others said, “No,

for the Christ doesn’t come from Galilee, does he?
42 Don’t the scriptures say that the Christ is a descendant

of David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David
lived?”

43 So there was a division in the crowd because of Jesus.
44Some of themwerewanting to seize him, but no one laid

a hand on him.
Lack of Belief

45 Then the officers returned to the chief priests and Phar-
isees, who said to them, “Whydidn’t you bring himbackwith
you?”

46The officers replied, “No one ever spoke like this man!”
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47 Then the Pharisees answered, “You haven’t been de-
ceived too, have you?

48None of the rulers or the Pharisees have believed in him,
have they?

49But this rabble who do not know the law are accursed!”
50Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before and who was

one of the rulers, said,
51 “Our law doesn’t condemn a man unless it first hears

from him and learns what he is doing, does it?”
52 They replied, “You aren’t from Galilee too, are you?

Investigate carefully and you will see that no prophet comes
from Galilee!”

AWoman Caught in Adultery
53 [[And each one departed to his own house.

8
1But Jesus went to theMount of Olives.
2Early in the morning he came to the temple courts again.

All the people came to him, and he sat down and began to
teach them.

3Theexperts in the lawand thePhariseesbroughtawoman
who had been caught committing adultery. They made her
stand in front of them

4and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this womanwas caught in the
very act of adultery.

5 In the law Moses commanded us to stone to death such
women. What then do you say?”

6 (Now they were asking this in an attempt to trap him, so
that they could bring charges against him.) Jesus bent down
andwrote on the groundwith his finger.

7When they persisted in asking him, he stood up straight
and replied, “Whoever among you is guiltlessmaybe thefirst
to throw a stone at her.”

8Then he bent over again and wrote on the ground.
9Nowwhen theyheard this, theybegan todrift awayoneat

a time, starting with the older ones, until Jesus was left alone
with the woman standing before him.

10 Jesus stood up straight and said to her, “Woman, where
are they? Did no one condemn you?”

11 She replied, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not
condemn you either. Go, and from now on do not sin any
more.”]]

Jesus as the Light of theWorld
12 Then Jesus spoke out again, “I am the light of the world.

The onewho followsmewill neverwalk in darkness, butwill
have the light of life.”
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13 So the Pharisees objected, “You testify about yourself;
your testimony is not true!”

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify about myself, my testi-
mony is true, because I knowwhere I came fromandwhere I
am going. But you people do not knowwhere I came from or
where I am going.

15Youpeople judge by outward appearances; I donot judge
anyone.

16But if I judge,my evaluation is accurate, because I amnot
alone when I judge, but I and the Father who sent me do so
together.

17 It is written in your law that the testimony of two men is
true.

18 I testify aboutmyself and theFatherwho sentme testifies
about me.”

19Then they began asking him, “Who is your father?” Jesus
answered, “You do not know either me or my Father. If you
knewme youwould knowmy Father too.”

20 (Jesus spoke these words near the offering box while he
was teaching in the temple courts. Noone seizedhimbecause
his time had not yet come.)

Where Jesus Came From andWhere He is Going
21Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you

will look formebutwill die in your sin. Where I amgoing you
cannot come.”

22 So the Jewish leaders began to say, “Perhaps he is going
to kill himself, becausehe says, ‘Where I amgoing you cannot
come.’ ”

23 Jesus replied, “You people are from below; I am from
above. You people are from this world; I am not from this
world.

24 Thus I told you that you will die in your sins. For unless
you believe that I am he, you will die in your sins.”

25So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus replied, “What
I have told you from the beginning.

26 I havemany things to say and to judge about you, but the
Father who sent me is truthful, and the things I have heard
from him I speak to the world.”

27 (They did not understand that he was telling them about
his Father.)

28 Then Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then
you will know that I am he, and I do nothing on my own
initiative, but I speak just what the Father taught me.

29And the one who sent me is with me. He has not left me
alone, because I always do those things that please him.”
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30While he was saying these things, many people believed
in him.

Abraham’s Children and the Devil’s Children
31 Then Jesus said to those Judeans who had believed him,

“If you continue to follow my teaching, you are really my
disciples

32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.”

33 “We are descendants of Abraham,” they replied, “and
have never been anyone’s slaves! How can you say, ‘You will
become free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, every-
one who practices sin is a slave of sin.

35 The slave does not remain in the family forever, but the
son remains forever.

36 So if the son sets you free, you will be really free.
37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. But you

want to kill me, because my teaching makes no progress
among you.

38 I am telling you the things I have seen while with the
Father; as for you, practice the things you have heard from
the Father!”

39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father!” Jesus
replied, “If you are Abraham’s children, you would be doing
the deeds of Abraham.

40But nowyouare trying to killme, amanwhohas told you
the truth I heard from God. Abraham did not do this!

41You people are doing the deeds of your father.”
Then they said to Jesus, “We were not born as a result of

immorality! We have only one Father, God himself.”
42 Jesus replied, “If God were your Father, you would love

me, for I have come from God and am now here. I have not
come onmy own initiative, but he sent me.

43 Why don’t you understand what I am saying? It is
because you cannot accept my teaching.

44You people are from your father the devil, and you want
to do what your father desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not uphold the truth, because there is no
truth in him. Whenever he lies, he speaks according to his
own nature, because he is a liar and the father of lies.

45But because I am telling you the truth, you do not believe
me.

46Who among you can prove me guilty of any sin? If I am
telling you the truth, why don’t you believeme?

47 The one who belongs to God listens and responds to
God’swords. You don’t listen and respond, because you don’t
belong to God.”
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48The Judeans replied, “Aren’twecorrect in saying that you
are a Samaritan and are possessed by a demon?”

49 Jesus answered, “I am not possessed by a demon, but I
honormy Father – and yet you dishonorme.

50 I am not trying to get praise formyself. There is onewho
demands it, and he also judges.

51 I tell you the solemn truth, if anyone obeys my teaching,
he will never see death.”

52 Then the Judeans responded, “Now we know you’re
possessed by a demon! BothAbrahamand the prophets died,
and yet you say, ‘If anyone obeys my teaching, he will never
experience death.’

53 You aren’t greater than our father Abraham who died,
are you? And the prophets died too! Who do you claim to
be?”

54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory is worthless.
The one who glorifies me is my Father, about whom you
people say, ‘He is our God.’

55Yet you do not knowhim, but I knowhim. If I were to say
that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you. But I do
know him, and I obey his teaching.

56 Your father Abraham was overjoyed to see my day, and
he saw it and was glad.”

57Then the Judeans replied, “You are not yet fifty years old!
Have you seen Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the solemn truth, before
Abraham came into existence, I am!”

59Then they picked up stones to throwat him, but Jesus hid
himself and went out from the temple area.

9
1Now as Jesus was passing by, he saw amanwho had been

blind from birth.
2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who committed the sin

that caused him to be born blind, this man or his parents?”
3 Jesus answered, “Neither thismannorhis parents sinned,

but hewas born blind so that the acts of Godmay be revealed
through what happens to him.

4Wemustperformthedeedsof theonewhosentmeas long
as it is daytime. Night is coming when no one can work.

5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6Having said this, he spat on the ground and made some

mudwith the saliva. He smeared themud on the blindman’s
eyes
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7and said to him, “Gowash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated “sent”). So the blind man went away and washed,
and came back seeing.

8 Then the neighbors and the people who had seen him
previously as a beggar began saying, “Is this not themanwho
used to sit and beg?”

9 Some people said, “This is the man!” while others said,
“No, but he looks like him.” Themanhimself kept insisting, “I
am the one!”

10 So they asked him, “How then were youmade to see?”
11He replied, “Theman called Jesus mademud, smeared it

on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went
and washed, and was able to see.”

12 They said to him, “Where is that man?” He replied, “I
don’t know.”

The Pharisees’ Reaction to the Healing
13 They brought the man who used to be blind to the

Pharisees.
14 (Now the day on which Jesus made the mud and caused

him to see was a Sabbath.)
15 So the Pharisees asked him again how he had gained his

sight. He replied, “He putmud onmy eyes and I washed, and
now I am able to see.”

16 Then some of the Pharisees began to say, “This man is
not fromGod, because he does not observe the Sabbath.” But
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
miraculous signs?” Thus there was a division among them.

17So again they asked themanwhoused to be blind, “What
do you say about him, since he caused you to see?” “He is a
prophet,” the man replied.

18Now the Jewish religious leaders refused to believe that
he had really been blind and had gained his sight until at last
they summoned theparents of themanwhohadbecomeable
to see.

19They asked the parents, “Is this your son, whom you say
was born blind? Then how does he now see?”

20 So his parents replied, “We know that this is our son and
that he was born blind.

21But we do not know howhe is now able to see, nor dowe
know who caused him to see. Ask him, he is a mature adult.
He will speak for himself.”

22 (His parents said these things because they were afraid
of the Jewish religious leaders. For the Jewish leaders had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Christ would be put out of the synagogue.

23For this reasonhisparents said, “He is amatureadult, ask
him.”)
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24 Then they summoned the man who used to be blind a
second time and said to him, “Promise before God to tell the
truth. We know that this man is a sinner.”

25He replied, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. I do
know one thing – that although I was blind, now I can see.”

26Then they said to him, “What did he do to you? How did
he cause you to see?”

27He answered, “I told you already and you didn’t listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? You people don’t want to
become his disciples too, do you?”

28Theyheaped insults onhim, saying, “You are his disciple!
We are disciples of Moses!

29Weknow that God has spoken toMoses! We do not know
where this man comes from!”

30 The man replied, “This is a remarkable thing, that you
don’t know where he comes from, and yet he caused me to
see!

31Weknow that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but if anyone
is devout and does his will, God listens to him.

32 Never before has anyone heard of someone causing a
man born blind to see.

33 If this manwere not from God, he could do nothing.”
34 They replied, “You were born completely in sinfulness,

and yet you presume to teach us?”
So they threw him out.

TheMan’s Response to Jesus
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, so he found

theman and said to him, “Do you believe in the Son ofMan?”
36 The man replied, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe

in him?”
37 Jesus toldhim, “Youhave seenhim; he is theone speaking

with you.”
38 [He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
39 Jesus said,] “For judgment I have come into thisworld, so

that those who do not see may gain their sight, and the ones
who seemay become blind.”

40Some of the Phariseeswhowerewith himheard this and
asked him, “We are not blind too, are we?”

41 Jesus replied, “If youwere blind, youwould not be guilty
of sin, but nowbecause you claim that you can see, your guilt
remains.”

10
1“I tell you the solemn truth, theonewhodoesnot enter the

sheepfold by the door, but climbs in some otherway, is a thief
and a robber.
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2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep.

3 The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out.

4Whenhehas brought all his own sheep out, he goes ahead
of them, and the sheep followhimbecause they recognize his
voice.

5They will never follow a stranger, but will run away from
him, because they do not recognize the stranger’s voice.”

6 Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand
what he was saying to them.

7 So Jesus said to them again, “I tell you the solemn truth, I
am the door for the sheep.

8Allwhocamebeforemewere thieves and robbers, but the
sheep did not listen to them.

9 I am the door. If anyone enters through me, he will be
saved, and will come in and go out, and find pasture.

10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come so that theymay have life, andmay have it abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep.

12The hired hand, who is not a shepherd and does not own
sheep, sees thewolf comingandabandons thesheepandruns
away. So the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them.

13 Because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about
the sheep, he runs away.

14 “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
knowme –

15 just as the Father knowsme and I know the Father – and
I lay downmy life for the sheep.

16 I have other sheep that do not come from this sheepfold.
Imust bring them too, and theywill listen tomy voice, so that
there will be one flock and one shepherd.

17This is why the Father loves me – because I lay downmy
life, so that I may take it back again.

18Noone takes it away fromme, but I lay it downofmyown
free will. I have the authority to lay it down, and I have the
authority to take it backagain. This commandment I received
frommy Father.”

19 Another sharp division took place among the Jewish
people because of these words.

20Many of themwere saying, “He is possessed by a demon
and has lost his mind! Why do you listen to him?”
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21 Others said, “These are not the words of someone pos-
sessed by a demon. A demon cannot cause the blind to see,
can it?”

Jesus at the Feast of Dedication
22Then came the feast of the Dedication in Jerusalem.
23 It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple area

in Solomon’s Portico.
24 The Jewish leaders surrounded him and asked, “How

long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell
us plainly.”

25 Jesus replied, “I told you and you do not believe. The
deeds I do inmy Father’s name testify about me.

26But you refuse to believe because you are not my sheep.
27My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them, and they

followme.
28 I give themeternal life, and theywill neverperish; noone

will snatch them frommy hand.
29My Father, who has given them tome, is greater than all,

and no one can snatch them frommy Father’s hand.
30The Father and I are one.”
31The Jewish leaders picked up rocks again to stone him to

death.
32 Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good deeds

from theFather. Forwhich one of themare you going to stone
me?”

33 The Jewish leaders replied, “We are not going to stone
you for a good deed but for blasphemy, because you, a man,
are claiming to be God.”

34 Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘ I said, you
are gods’?

35 If those people to whom the word of God came were
called ‘gods’ (and the scripture cannot be broken),

36do you say about the one whom the Father set apart and
sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I
am the Son of God’?

37 If I do not perform the deeds ofmy Father, do not believe
me.

38But if I do them, even if youdonot believeme, believe the
deeds, so that you may come to know and understand that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me.”

39 Then they attempted again to seize him, but he escaped
their clutches.

40 Jesuswentbackacross the JordanRiveragain to theplace
where John had been baptizing at an earlier time, and he
stayed there.
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41Many came to him and began to say, “John performed no
miraculous sign, but everything Johnsaidabout thismanwas
true!”

42Andmany believed in Jesus there.

11
1Nowa certainmannamedLazaruswas sick. Hewas from

Bethany, the village whereMary and her sister Martha lived.
2 (Now it was Mary who anointed the Lord with perfumed

oil and wiped his feet dry with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was sick.)

3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, look, the one
you love is sick.”

4When Jesusheard this, he said, “This sicknesswill not lead
to death, but to God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.”

5 (Now Jesus lovedMartha and her sister and Lazarus.)
6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he remained in

the place where he was for twomore days.
7Then after this, he said to his disciples, “Let us go to Judea

again.”
8The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish leaderswere just

now trying to stone you to death! Are you going there again?”
9 Jesus replied, “Are there not twelve hours in a day? If

anyone walks around in the daytime, he does not stumble,
because he sees the light of this world.

10 But if anyone walks around at night, he stumbles, be-
cause the light is not in him.”

11 After he said this, he added, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep. But I am going there to awaken him.”

12 Then the disciples replied, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep,
he will recover.”

13 (Now Jesus had been talking about his death, but they
thought he had been talking about real sleep.)

14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died,
15 and I am glad for your sake that I was not there, so that

youmay believe. But let us go to him.”
16 So Thomas (called Didymus ) said to his fellow disciples,

“Let us go too, so that wemay die with him.”
SpeakingwithMartha andMary

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been in
the tomb four days already.

18 (Now Bethany was less than twomiles from Jerusalem,
19 so many of the Jewish people of the region had come

to Martha and Mary to console them over the loss of their
brother.)
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20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
out to meet him, but Mary was sitting in the house.

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.

22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God,
God will grant you.”

23 Jesus replied, “Your brotherwill comeback to life again.”
24Martha said, “I know that he will come back to life again

in the resurrection at the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The

one who believes inmewill live even if he dies,
26 and the one who lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?”
27 She replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ,

the Son of God who comes into the world.”
28 And when she had said this, Martha went and called

her sister Mary, saying privately, “The Teacher is here and is
asking for you.”

29SowhenMary heard this, she got up quickly andwent to
him.

30 (Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still
in the place whereMartha had come out to meet him.)

31 Then the people who were with Mary in the house con-
soling her saw her get up quickly and go out. They followed
her, because they thought she was going to the tomb to weep
there.

32NowwhenMary came to the place where Jesus was and
saw him, she fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.”

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the people who had
comewith herweeping, hewas intenselymoved in spirit and
greatly distressed.

34 He asked, “Where have you laid him?” They replied,
“Lord, come and see.”

35 Jesus wept.
36Thus thepeoplewhohad come tomourn said, “Lookhow

much he loved him!”
37But some of them said, “This is the man who caused the

blind man to see! Couldn’t he have done something to keep
Lazarus from dying?”

Lazarus Raised from the Dead
38 Jesus, intensely moved again, came to the tomb. (Now it

was a cave, and a stone was placed across it.)
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of

the deceased, replied, “Lord, by this time the body will have
a bad smell, because he has been buried four days.”
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40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you
would see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Jesus looked upward and
said, “Father, I thank you that you have listened to me.

42 I knew that you always listen to me, but I said this for
the sake of the crowd standing around here, that they may
believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, he shouted in a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!”

44 The one who had died came out, his feet and hands tied
up with strips of cloth, and a cloth wrapped around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him and let him go.”

The Response of the Jewish Leaders
45Then many of the people, who had come with Mary and

had seen the things Jesus did, believed in him.
46But some of them went to the Pharisees and reported to

themwhat Jesus had done.
47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees called the council

together and said, “What are we doing? For this man is
performingmanymiraculous signs.

48 If we allow him to go on in this way, everyone will
believe in him, and the Romanswill come and take away our
sanctuary and our nation.”

49 Then one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that
year, said, “You know nothing at all!

50 You do not realize that it is more to your advantage to
have one man die for the people than for the whole nation
to perish.”

51 (Now he did not say this on his own, but because he was
high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to
die for the Jewish nation,

52and not for the Jewish nation only, but to gather together
into one the children of God who are scattered.)

53 So from that day they planned together to kill him.
54 Thus Jesus no longer went around publicly among the

Judeans, but went away from there to the region near the
wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and stayed there with
his disciples.

55 Now the Jewish feast of Passover was near, and many
people went up to Jerusalem from the rural areas before the
Passover to cleanse themselves ritually.

56 Thus they were looking for Jesus, and saying to one
another as they stood in the temple courts, “What do you
think? That he won’t come to the feast?”
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57 (Nowthe chief priests and thePhariseeshadgivenorders
that anyone who knew where Jesus was should report it, so
that they could arrest him.)

12
1Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany,

where Lazarus lived, whom he had raised from the dead.
2 So they prepared a dinner for Jesus there. Martha was

serving, and Lazarus was among those present at the table
with him.

3 Then Mary took three quarters of a pound of expensive
aromatic oil from pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus.
She thenwipedhis feet drywithherhair. (Now thehousewas
filled with the fragrance of the perfumed oil.)

4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was
going to betray him) said,

5 “Why wasn’t this oil sold for three hundred silver coins
and themoney given to the poor?”

6 (Now Judas said this not because hewas concerned about
the poor, but because he was a thief. As keeper of the money
box, he used to steal what was put into it.)

7So Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has kept it for the day
of my burial.

8 For you will always have the poor with you, but you will
not always haveme!”

9 Now a large crowd of Judeans learned that Jesus was
there, and so they came not only because of him but also to
see Lazarus whom he had raised from the dead.

10 So the chief priests planned to kill Lazarus too,
11 for on account of him many of the Jewish people from

Jerusalemwere going away and believing in Jesus.

The Triumphal Entry
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast

heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
13So they took branches of palm trees andwent out tomeet

him. They began to shout, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord*! Blessed is the king of Israel!”

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is
written,

15“Donot beafraid, people of Zion; look, yourking is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt!”

16 (His disciples did not understand these things when
they first happened, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things were written about him and
that these things had happened to him.)
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17 So the crowd who had been with him when he called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead were
continuing to testify about it.

18 Because they had heard that Jesus had performed this
miraculous sign, the crowdwent out to meet him.

19Thus the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you
can do nothing. Look, the world has run off after him!”

Seekers
20Now someGreekswere among thosewho had gone up to

worship at the feast.
21 So these approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in

Galilee, and requested, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.”
22 Philip went and told Andrew, and they both went and

told Jesus.
23 Jesus replied, “The time has come for the Son of Man to

be glorified.
24 I tell you the solemn truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls

into the ground and dies, it remains by itself alone. But if it
dies, it produces much grain.

25 The one who loves his life destroys it, and the one who
hates his life in this world guards it for eternal life.

26 If anyone wants to serve me, he must follow me, and
where I am, my servant will be too. If anyone serves me, the
Father will honor him.

27 “Now my soul is greatly distressed. And what should I
say? ‘Father, deliverme from this hour’? No, but for this very
reason I have come to this hour.

28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”

29The crowd that stood there and heard the voice said that
it had thundered. Others said that an angel had spoken to
him.

30 Jesus said, “This voicehasnot come formybenefit but for
yours.

31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out.

32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.”

33 (Now he said this to indicate clearly what kind of death
he was going to die.)

34Then the crowdresponded, “Wehaveheard from the law
that the Christ will remain forever. How can you say, ‘The Son
of Manmust be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?”

35 Jesus replied, “The light is with you for a little while
longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness
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may not overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness
does not knowwhere he is going.

36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you
may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these things,
he went away and hid himself from them.

The Outcome of Jesus’ PublicMinistry Foretold
37Although Jesus hadperformed somanymiraculous signs

before them, they still refused to believe in him,
38 so that the word of Isaiah the prophet would be fulfilled.

He said, “ Lord|strong="G2962", who has believed our
message, and to whomhas the arm of the Lord, who has
believed our message, and to whom has the arm of the
Lord been revealed|strong="G0601"?”

39 For this reason they could not believe, because again
Isaiah said,
40 “He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and understandwith their heart,
and turn tome, and I would heal them*.”

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw Christ’s glory,
and spoke about him.
42 Nevertheless, even among the rulers many believed in

him, but because of the Pharisees they would not confess
Jesus to be the Christ, so that they would not be put out of the
synagogue.

43 For they loved praise from men more than praise from
God.

Jesus’ Final PublicWords
44But Jesus shouted out, “The one who believes in me does

not believe inme, but in the one who sent me,
45and the one who sees me sees the one who sent me.
46 I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone

who believes inme should not remain in darkness.
47 If anyone hears my words and does not obey them, I do

not judge him. For I have not come to judge the world, but to
save the world.

48 The one who rejects me and does not accept my words
has a judge; the word I have spokenwill judge him at the last
day.

49 For I have not spoken from my own authority, but the
Father himself who sent me has commanded me what I
should say andwhat I should speak.

50And I know that his commandment is eternal life. Thus
the things I say, I say just as the Father has told me.”
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13
1 Just before the Passover feast, Jesus knew that his time

had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having
loved his own who were in the world, he now loved them to
the very end.

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had
already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, that
he should betray Jesus.

3Because Jesus knew that the Father had handed all things
over to him, and that he had come from God and was going
back to God,

4he got up from the meal, removed his outer clothes, took
a towel and tied it around himself.

5He poured water into the washbasin and began to wash
the disciples’ feet and to dry them with the towel he had
wrapped around himself.

6Thenhe came to SimonPeter. Peter said to him, “Lord, are
you going to washmy feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You do not understand what I am doing
now, but you will understand after these things.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet!” Jesus
replied, “If I do not wash you, you have no share withme.”

9SimonPeter said to him, “Lord, wash not onlymy feet, but
also my hands andmy head!”

10 Jesus replied, “The one who has bathed needs only to
wash his feet, but is completely clean. And you disciples are
clean, but not every one of you.”

11 (For Jesus knew theonewhowasgoing tobetrayhim. For
this reason he said, “Not every one of you is clean.”)

12 So when Jesus had washed their feet and put his outer
clothing back on, he took his place at the table again and said
to them, “Do you understand what I have done for you?

13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and do so correctly, for
that is what I am.

14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you too ought to wash one another’s feet.

15For I have given you an example – you should do just as I
have done for you.

16 I tell you the solemn truth, the slave is not greater than
his master, nor is the one who is sent as a messenger greater
than the one who sent him.

17 If you understand these things, youwill be blessed if you
do them.

The Announcement of Jesus’ Betrayal
18 “What I am saying does not refer to all of you. I know

the ones I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture, ‘
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The one who eats|strong="G5176" my bread my bread
has turned|strong="G1869" against me.’

19 I am telling you this now, before it happens, so thatwhen
it happens youmay believe that I am he.

20 I tell you the solemn truth, whoever accepts the one I
send accepts me, and whoever accepts me accepts the one
who sent me.”

21 When he had said these things, Jesus was greatly dis-
tressed in spirit, and testified, “I tell you the solemn truth, one
of you will betrayme.”

22 The disciples began to look at one another, worried and
perplexed to knowwhich of them hewas talking about.

23One of his disciples, the one Jesus loved, was at the table
to the right of Jesus in a place of honor.

24 So Simon Peter gestured to this disciple to ask Jesus who
it was he was referring to.

25Then the disciple whom Jesus loved leaned back against
Jesus’ chest and asked him, “Lord, who is it?”

26 Jesus replied, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece
ofbreadafter Ihavedipped it in thedish.” Thenhedipped the
pieceofbread in thedishandgave it to Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son.

27 And after Judas took the piece of bread, Satan entered
into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are about to do, do
quickly.”

28 (Now none of those present at the table understood why
Jesus said this to Judas.

29 Some thought that, because Judas had the money box,
Jesus was telling him to buy whatever they needed for the
feast, or to give something to the poor.)

30 Judas took the piece of bread and went out immediately.
(Now it was night.)

The Prediction of Peter’s Denial
31 When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of

Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him.
32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in

himself, and he will glorify him right away.
33 Children, I am still with you for a little while. You will

look for me, and just as I said to the Jewish religious leaders,
‘Where I am going you cannot come,’ now I tell you the same.

34 “I give you a new commandment – to love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.

35Everyone will know by this that you are my disciples – if
you have love for one another.”
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36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot followme now,
but you will follow later.”

37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I
will lay downmy life for you!”

38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? I
tell you the solemn truth, the rooster will not crow until you
have deniedme three times!

14
1 “Do not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God;

believe also inme.
2 There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house.

Otherwise, I would have told you, because I am going away
tomake ready a place for you.

3 And if I go and make ready a place for you, I will come
again and take you to bewithme, so thatwhere I amyoumay
be too.

4And you know the waywhere I am going.”
5Thomas said, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going.

How canwe know the way?”
6 Jesus replied, “I am theway, and the truth, and the life. No

one comes to the Father except throughme.
7 If you have knownme, youwill knowmy Father too. And

from now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be

content.”
9 Jesus replied, “Have I been with you for so long, and you

have not knownme, Philip? The personwhohas seenmehas
seen the Father! How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

10Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father
is in me? The words that I say to you, I do not speak on my
own initiative, but the Father residing in me performs his
miraculous deeds.

11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is
in me, but if you do not believe me, believe because of the
miraculous deeds themselves.

12 I tell you the solemn truth, the personwhobelieves inme
will perform the miraculous deeds that I am doing, and will
perform greater deeds than these, because I am going to the
Father.

13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son.

14 If you askme anything inmy name, I will do it.

Teaching on the Holy Spirit
15 “If you loveme, you will obeymy commandments.
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16 Then I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate to be with you forever –

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, be-
cause it does not see him or know him. But you know him,
because he resides with you andwill be in you.

18 “I will not abandon you as orphans, I will come to you.
19 In a little while the world will not see me any longer, but

you will see me; because I live, you will live too.
20Youwill knowat that time that I am inmyFather and you

are inme and I am in you.
21The personwhohasmy commandments and obeys them

is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I will love him and will reveal myself to
him.”

22 “Lord,” Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “what has hap-
pened that you are going to reveal yourself to us and not to
the world?”

23 Jesus replied, “If anyone lovesme, hewill obeymyword,
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and
take up residence with him.

24 The person who does not love me does not obey my
words. And the word you hear is not mine, but the Father’s
who sent me.

25 “I have spoken these things while staying with you.
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will

send in my name, will teach you everything, and will cause
you to remember everything I said to you.

27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; I do not
give it to you as the world does. Do not let your hearts be
distressed or lacking in courage.

28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away and I am
coming back to you.’ If you lovedme, you would be glad that
I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I
am.

29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it
happens youmay believe.

30 Iwill not speakwith youmuch longer, for the ruler of this
world is coming. He has no power over me,

31 but I am doing just what the Father commanded me, so
that the world may know that I love the Father. Get up, let us
go from here.”

15
1 “I am the true vine andmy Father is the gardener.
2He takes awayeverybranch that doesnot bear fruit inme.

He prunes every branch that bears fruit so that it will bear
more fruit.
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3 You are clean already because of the word that I have
spoken to you.

4Remain inme, and Iwill remain in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it remains in the vine, so
neither can you unless you remain inme.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who
remains inme –and I inhim –bearsmuch fruit, becauseapart
fromme you can accomplish nothing.

6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown out like a
branch, anddries up; and suchbranches are gatheredupand
thrown into the fire, and are burned up.

7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you want, and it will be done for you.

8MyFather is honoredby this, that youbearmuch fruit and
show that you aremy disciples.

9 “Just as the Father has loved me, I have also loved you;
remain inmy love.

10 If you obey my commandments, you will remain in my
love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commandments and
remain in his love.

11 I have told you these things so thatmy joymay be in you,
and your joymay be complete.

12My commandment is this – to love one another just as I
have loved you.

13Noone has greater love than this – that one lays downhis
life for his friends.

14You aremy friends if you do what I command you.
15 I no longer call you slaves, because the slave does not

understand what his master is doing. But I have called you
friends, because I have revealed to you everything I heard
frommy Father.

16Youdidnot chooseme, but I choseyouandappointedyou
to go and bear fruit, fruit that remains, so that whatever you
ask the Father inmy name he will give you.

17This I command you – to love one another.

TheWorld’s Hatred
18 “If the world hates you, be aware that it hatedme first.
19 If youbelonged to theworld, theworldwould love youas

its own. However, becauseyoudonotbelong to theworld, but
I chose you out of the world, for this reason the world hates
you.

20Rememberwhat I told you, ‘Aslave is not greater thanhis
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.
If they obeyedmyword, they will obey yours too.
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21But they will do all these things to you on account of my
name, because they do not know the one who sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be
guilty of sin. But they no longer have any excuse for their sin.

23The one who hates me hates my Father too.
24 If I hadnot performedamong them themiraculousdeeds

that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now
they have seen the deeds and have hated both me and my
Father.

25Now this happened to fulfill the word that is written in
their law, ‘ They hatedmewithout reason.’

26When the Advocate comes, whom I will send you from
the Father – the Spirit of truthwho goes out from the Father –
he will testify about me,

27and you also will testify, because you have beenwithme
from the beginning.

16
1 “I have told you all these things so that you will not fall

away.
2 They will put you out of the synagogue, yet a time is

coming when the one who kills you will think he is offering
service to God.

3 They will do these things because they have not known
the Father or me.

4 But I have told you these things so that when their time
comes, you will remember that I told you about them.
“I did not tell you these things from the beginning because

I was with you.
5 But now I am going to the one who sent me, and not one

of you is askingme, ‘Where are you going?’
6 Instead your hearts are filledwith sadness because I have

said these things to you.
7 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I am

goingaway. For if Idonotgoaway, theAdvocatewillnot come
to you, but if I go, I will send him to you.

8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment –

9 concerning sin, because they do not believe inme;
10 concerning righteousness, because I am going to the

Father and youwill see me no longer;
11andconcerning judgment, because therulerof thisworld

has been condemned.
12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot

bear them now.
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13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, hewill guide you
into all truth. For he will not speak on his own authority,
but will speak whatever he hears, and will tell you what is
to come.

14Hewill glorifyme, because hewill receive frommewhat
is mine andwill tell it to you.

15Everything that the Father has is mine; that is why I said
the Spirit will receive frommewhat is mine andwill tell it to
you.

16 In a little while you will see me no longer; again after a
little while, you will see me.”

17 Then some of his disciples said to one another, “What is
the meaning of what he is saying, ‘In a little while you will
not see me; again after a little while, you will see me,’ and,
‘because I am going to the Father’?”

18 So they kept on repeating, “What is the meaning of what
he says, ‘In a little while’? We do not understand what he is
talking about.”

19 Jesus could see that they wanted to ask him about these
things, so he said to them, “Are you asking each other about
this – that I said, ‘In a little while you will not see me; again
after a little while, you will see me’?

20 I tell you the solemn truth, you will weep and wail, but
the world will rejoice; you will be sad, but your sadness will
turn into joy.

21When awoman gives birth, she has distress because her
time has come, but when her child is born, she no longer
remembers the suffering because of her joy that a human
being has been born into the world.

22So also youhave sorrownow, but Iwill see youagain, and
yourheartswill rejoice, andnoonewill takeyour joyaway from
you.

23At that timeyouwill askmenothing. I tell you the solemn
truth, whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give
you.

24Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.
Ask and youwill receive it, so that your joymay be complete.

25 “I have told you these things in obscurefigures of speech;
a time is comingwhen Iwill no longer speak toyou inobscure
figures, but will tell you plainly about the Father.

26At that timeyouwill ask inmyname, and I donot say that
I will ask the Father on your behalf.

27For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved
me and have believed that I came from God.

28 I came from the Father and entered into theworld, but in
turn, I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”
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29His disciples said, “Look, now you are speaking plainly
and not in obscure figures of speech!

30Nowweknow that you knoweverything anddonot need
anyone to ask you anything. Because of this we believe that
you have come from God.”

31 Jesus replied, “Do you now believe?
32Look, a time is coming – and has come –when youwill be

scattered, each one to his own home, and I will be left alone.
Yet I am not alone, becausemy Father is withme.

33 I have told you these things so that in me you may have
peace. In the world you have trouble and suffering, but take
courage – I have conquered the world.”

17
1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he looked

upward to heaven and said, “Father, the time has come.
Glorify your Son, so that your Sonmay glorify you –

2 just as you have given himauthority over all humanity, so
that hemay give eternal life to everyone you have given him.

3Now this is eternal life – that they know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you sent.

4 I glorified you on earth by completing the work you gave
me to do.

5 And now, Father, glorify me at your side with the glory I
had with you before the world was created.

Jesus Prays for the Disciples
6 “I have revealed your name to the men you gave me out

of theworld. They belonged to you, and you gave them tome,
and they have obeyed your word.

7Now they understand that everything you have givenme
comes from you,

8because I have given them the words you have given me.
They accepted them and really understand that I came from
you, and they believed that you sent me.

9 I am praying on behalf of them. I am not praying on
behalf of theworld, but onbehalf of those youhave givenme,
because they belong to you.

10 Everything I have belongs to you, and everything you
have belongs to me, and I have been glorified by them.

11 I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them safe in your
name that you have givenme, so that theymay be one just as
we are one.

12When Iwaswith them I kept themsafe andwatchedover
them in your name that you have given me. Not one of them
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was lost except the one destined for destruction, so that the
scripture could be fulfilled.

13But now I amcoming to you, and I am saying these things
in the world, so they may experience my joy completed in
themselves.

14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated
them, because they do not belong to theworld, just as I do not
belong to the world.

15 I amnot askingyou to take themout of theworld, but that
you keep them safe from the evil one.

16They do not belong to the world just as I do not belong to
the world.

17 Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth.
18 Just as you sentme into theworld, so I sent them into the

world.
19 And I set myself apart on their behalf, so that they too

may be truly set apart.

Jesus Prays for Believers Everywhere
20 “I am not praying only on their behalf, but also on behalf

of those who believe inme through their testimony,
21 that theywill all be one, just as you, Father, are inme and

I am in you. I pray that they will be in us, so that the world
will believe that you sent me.

22The glory you gave to me I have given to them, that they
may be one just as we are one –

23 I in them and you in me – that they may be completely
one, so that the world will know that you sent me, and you
have loved them just as you have lovedme.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me
where I am, so that they can see my glory that you gave me
because you lovedme before the creation of the world .

25Righteous Father, even if the world does not know you, I
know you, and these men know that you sent me.

26 I made known your name to them, and I will continue to
make it known, so that the love you have loved me with may
be in them, and I may be in them.”

18
1 When he had said these things, Jesus went out with his

disciples across the Kidron Valley. There was an orchard
there, and he and his disciples went into it.

2 (Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, knew the place
too, because Jesus had met there many times with his disci-
ples.)
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3 So Judas obtained a squad of soldiers and some officers
of the chief priests and Pharisees. They came to the orchard
with lanterns and torches and weapons.

4Then Jesus, because he kneweverything thatwas going to
happen to him, came and asked them, “Who are you looking
for?”

5 They replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He told them, “I am
he.” (Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, was standing
there with them.)

6 So when Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they retreated and
fell to the ground.

7Then Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking for?”
And they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

8 Jesus replied, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking
for me, let these men go.”

9He said this to fulfill the word he had spoken, “I have not
lost a single one of those whom you gaveme.”

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, pulled it out and
struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his right ear. (Now
the slave’s namewasMalchus.)

11 But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its
sheath! Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given
me?”

Jesus Before Annas
12 Then the squad of soldiers with their commanding offi-

cer and the officers of the Jewish leaders arrested Jesus and
tied him up.

13They brought himfirst toAnnas, for hewas the father-in-
law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.

14 (NowitwasCaiaphaswhohadadvised the Jewish leaders
that itwas to theiradvantage thatonemandie for thepeople.)

Peter’s First Denial
15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed them as they

brought Jesus to Annas. (Now the other disciple was ac-
quaintedwith the high priest, andhewentwith Jesus into the
high priest’s courtyard.)

16But Simon Peterwas left standing outside by the door. So
the other disciple who was acquainted with the high priest
came out and spoke to the slave girl who watched the door,
and brought Peter inside.

17Thegirlwhowas thedoorkeeper said toPeter, “You’renot
one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” He replied, “I am
not.”

18 (Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a
charcoal fire they had made, warming themselves because
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it was cold. Peter also was standing with them, warming
himself.)

Jesus Questioned by Annas
19 While this was happening, the high priest questioned

Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching.
20 Jesus replied, “I have spoken publicly to the world. I

always taught in the synagogues and in the temple courts,
where all the Jewish people assemble together. I have said
nothing in secret.

21Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said.
They knowwhat I said.”

22When Jesus had said this, one of the high priest’s officers
who stoodnearby struck himon the face and said, “Is that the
way you answer the high priest?”

23 Jesus replied, “If I have said something wrong, confirm
what is wrong. But if I spoke correctly, why strike me?”

24 Then Annas sent him, still tied up, to Caiaphas the high
priest.

Peter’s Second and Third Denials
25Meanwhile Simon Peter was standing in the courtyard

warming himself. They said to him, “You aren’t one of his
disciples too, are you?” Peter denied it: “I am not!”

26 One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the man
whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the
orchard with him?”

27 Then Peter denied it again, and immediately a rooster
crowed.

Jesus Brought Before Pilate
28 Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the Roman

governor’s residence. (Now it was very earlymorning.) They
did not go into the governor’s residence so theywould not be
ceremonially defiled, but could eat the Passover meal.

29 So Pilate came outside to them and said, “What accusa-
tion do you bring against this man?”

30They replied, “If this manwere not a criminal, wewould
not have handed him over to you.”

31 Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and pass judg-
ment on himaccording to your own law!” The Jewish leaders
replied, “We cannot legally put anyone to death.”

32 (This happened to fulfill theword Jesushad spokenwhen
he indicated what kind of death he was going to die. )

Pilate Questions Jesus
33 So Pilate went back into the governor’s residence, sum-

moned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
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34 Jesus replied, “Are you saying this on your own initiative,
or have others told you about me?”

35Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own people
andyour chief priests handedyouover tome. Whathaveyou
done?”

36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not from this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my servants would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish
authorities. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”

37Then Pilate said, “So you are a king!” Jesus replied, “You
say that I am a king. For this reason I was born, and for this
reason I came into theworld – to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

38Pilate asked, “What is truth?”
When he had said this he went back outside to the Jewish

leaders and announced, “I find no basis for an accusation
against him.

39 But it is your custom that I release one prisoner for you
at the Passover. So do youwantme to release for you the king
of the Jews?”

40 Then they shouted back, “Not this man, but Barabbas!”
(Now Barabbas was a revolutionary. )

19
1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged severely.
2 The soldiers braided a crown of thorns and put it on his

head, and they clothed him in a purple robe.
3They cameup to himagain and again and said, “Hail, king

of the Jews!” And they struck him repeatedly in the face.
4 Again Pilate went out and said to the Jewish leaders,

“Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that you may know
that I find no reason for an accusation against him.”

5 So Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of thorns and
the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Look, here is theman!”

6 When the chief priests and their officers saw him, they
shouted out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said, “You
take him and crucify him! Certainly I find no reason for an
accusation against him!”

7The Jewish leaders replied, “Wehave a law, andaccording
to our law he ought to die, because he claimed to be the Son
of God!”

8 When Pilate heard what they said, he was more afraid
than ever,

9 and he went back into the governor’s residence and said
to Jesus, “Where do you come from?” But Jesus gave him no
answer.
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10 So Pilate said, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you
know I have the authority to release you, and to crucify you?”

11 Jesus replied, “You would have no authority over me at
all, unless it was given to you from above. Therefore the one
who handedme over to you is guilty of greater sin.”

12 From this point on, Pilate tried to release him. But the
Jewish leaders shouted out, “If you release this man, you
are no friend of Caesar! Everyone who claims to be a king
opposes Caesar!”

13When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus outside
and sat down on the judgment seat in the place called “The
Stone Pavement” (Gabbatha in Aramaic).

14 (Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover,
about noon. ) Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, here
is your king!”

15Then they shouted out, “Awaywith him! Awaywith him!
Crucify him!” Pilate asked, “Shall I crucify your king?” The
high priests replied, “We have no king except Caesar!”

16Then Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

The Crucifixion
So they took Jesus,
17andcarryinghis owncrosshewentout to theplace called

“The Place of the Skull” (called in Aramaic Golgotha).
18 There they crucified him along with two others, one on

each side, with Jesus in themiddle.
19Pilate also had a noticewritten and fastened to the cross,

which read: “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.”
20Thusmany of the Jewish residents of Jerusalem read this

notice, because the placewhere Jesuswas crucifiedwas near
the city, and the notice was written in Aramaic, Latin, and
Greek.

21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not
write, ‘The king of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am
king of the Jews.’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
23 Now when the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his

clothes and made four shares, one for each soldier, and the
tunic remained. (Now the tunic was seamless, woven from
top to bottom as a single piece.)

24 So the soldiers said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but
throw dice to see whowill get it.” This took place to fulfill the
scripture that says, “ They divided my garments among them,
and formy clothing they threw dice.” So the soldiers did these
things.
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25 Now standing beside Jesus’ cross were his mother, his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magda-
lene.

26 So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing there, he said to his mother, “Woman, look,
here is your son!”

27He then said to his disciple, “Look, here is your mother!”
From that very time the disciple took her into his own home.

Jesus’Death
28 After this Jesus, realizing that by this time everything

was completed, said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am
thirsty!”

29 A jar full of sour wine was there, so they put a sponge
soaked in sour wine on a branch of hyssop and lifted it to his
mouth.

30 When he had received the sour wine, Jesus said, “It is
completed!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Then, because it was the day of preparation, so that the
bodies should not stay on the crosses on the Sabbath (for that
Sabbathwas an especially important one), the Jewish leaders
asked Pilate to have the victims’ legs broken and the bodies
taken down.

32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men
who had been crucified with Jesus, first the one and then the
other.

33Butwhen they came to Jesus and saw that hewas already
dead, they did not break his legs.

34But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and
blood andwater flowed out immediately.

35 And the person who saw it has testified (and his testi-
mony is true, andheknows that he is telling the truth), so that
you also may believe.

36For these things happened so that the scripturewould be
fulfilled, “Not a bone of his will be broken.”

37And again another scripture says, “ They will look on the
onewhom they have pierced.”

Jesus’ Burial
38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus (but

secretly, because he feared the Jewish leaders ), asked Pilate
if he could remove the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permis-
sion, so he went and took the body away.

39Nicodemus, themanwhohadpreviously come to Jesus at
night, accompanied Joseph, carrying amixture ofmyrrh and
aloes weighing about seventy-five pounds.
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40 Then they took Jesus’ body and wrapped it, with the
aromatic spices, in strips of linen cloth according to Jewish
burial customs.

41Now at the place where Jesus was crucified there was a
garden, and in the gardenwas a new tombwhere no one had
yet been buried.

42And so, because it was the Jewish day of preparation and
the tombwas nearby, they placed Jesus’ body there.

20
1Now very early on the first day of the week, while it was

still dark,MaryMagdalene came to the tomband saw that the
stone had beenmoved away from the entrance.

2So shewent running to SimonPeter and the other disciple
whom Jesus loved and told them, “They have taken the Lord
from the tomb, andwedon’t knowwhere theyhaveputhim!”

3Then Peter and the other disciple set out to go to the tomb.
4The twowere running together, but the other disciple ran

faster than Peter and reached the tomb first.
5Hebent downand saw the strips of linen cloth lying there,

but he did not go in.
6 Then Simon Peter, who had been following him, arrived

andwent right into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen cloth
lying there,

7and the face cloth,whichhadbeenaround Jesus’head, not
lying with the strips of linen cloth but rolled up in a place by
itself.

8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first,
came in, and he saw and believed.

9 (For they did not yet understand the scripture that Jesus
must rise from the dead.)

Jesus’Appearance toMaryMagdalene
10 So the disciples went back to their homes.
11But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept,

she bent down and looked into the tomb.
12Andshesawtwoangels inwhite sittingwhere Jesus’body

had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet.
13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” Mary

replied, “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know
where they have put him!”

14When shehad said this, she turnedaroundand saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who
are you looking for?” Because she thought he was the gar-
dener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell
me where you have put him, and I will take him.”
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16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in
Aramaic, “ Rabboni” (whichmeans Teacher).

17 Jesus replied, “Do not touch me, for I have not yet
ascended to my Father. Go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.’ ”

18 Mary Magdalene came and informed the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord!” And she told them what Jesus had said
to her.

Jesus’Appearance to the Disciples
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the

disciples had gathered together and locked the doors of the
place because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Jesus
cameand stoodamong themand said to them, “Peacebewith
you.”

20Whenhehad said this, he showed themhishands andhis
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. Just as
the Father has sent me, I also send you.”

22 And after he said this, he breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.

23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you
retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.”

The Response of Thomas
24NowThomas (calledDidymus), oneof the twelve,wasnot

with themwhen Jesus came.
25 The other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he replied, “Unless I see the wounds from the nails in his
hands, and putmyfinger into thewounds from the nails, and
put my hand into his side, I will never believe it!”

26 Eight days later the disciples were again together in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus cameand stoodamong themand said, “Peacebe
with you!”

27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and
examinemyhands. Extendyourhandandput it intomy side.
Do not continue in your unbelief, but believe.”

28Thomas replied to him, “My Lord andmy God!”
29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have

seen me? Blessed are the people who have not seen and yet
have believed.”

30NowJesusperformedmanyothermiraculous signs in the
presenceof thedisciples,whicharenot recorded in this book.
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31But these are recorded so that youmay believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.

21
1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by

the Sea of Tiberias. Now this is how he did so.
2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael (who

was fromCana inGalilee), the sons of Zebedee, and two other
disciples of his were together.

3 Simon Peter told them, “I am going fishing.” “We will go
with you,” they replied. They went out and got into the boat,
but that night they caught nothing.

4When it was already very early morning, Jesus stood on
the beach, but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.

5 So Jesus said to them, “Children, you don’t have any fish,
do you?” They replied, “No.”

6He told them, “Throwyourneton the right sideof theboat,
and you will find some.” So they threw the net, and were not
able to pull it in because of the large number of fish.

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is
the Lord!” So Simon Peter, when he heard that it was the
Lord, tucked in his outer garment (for he had nothing on
underneath it), and plunged into the sea.

8Meanwhile the other disciples came with the boat, drag-
ging the net full of fish, for they were not far from land, only
about a hundred yards.

9When they got out on the beach, they saw a charcoal fire
ready with a fish placed on it, and bread.

10 Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you have just now
caught.”

11 So Simon Peter went aboard and pulled the net to shore.
It was full of large fish, one hundred fifty-three, but although
there were somany, the net was not torn.

12 “Come, have breakfast,” Jesus said. But none of the
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they
knew it was the Lord.

13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and
did the samewith the fish.

14 This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to the
disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Peter’s Restoration
15 Then when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to

Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than
these do?” He replied, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus
told him, “Feedmy lambs.”
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16 Jesus said a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” He replied, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus told
him, “Shepherdmy sheep.”

17 Jesus said a third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was distressed that Jesus asked him a third time,
“Doyou loveme?” and said, “Lord, youknoweverything. You
know that I love you.” Jesus replied, “Feedmy sheep.

18 I tell you the solemn truth, when you were young,
you tied your clothes around you and went wherever you
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and others will tie you up and bring you where you
do not want to go.”

19 (Now Jesus said this to indicate clearly by what kind of
death Peterwas going to glorify God.) After he said this, Jesus
told Peter, “Followme.”

Peter and the Disciple Jesus Loved
20 Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus

loved following them. (This was the disciple who had leaned
back against Jesus’ chest at themeal and asked, “Lord, who is
the one who is going to betray you?”)

21 So when Peter saw him, he asked Jesus, “Lord, what
about him?”

22 Jesus replied, “If Iwanthimto liveuntil I comeback,what
concern is that of yours? You followme!”

23 So the saying circulated among the brothers and sisters
that this disciple was not going to die. But Jesus did not say to
him that he was not going to die, but rather, “If I want him to
live until I come back, what concern is that of yours?”

A Final Note
24 This is the disciple who testifies about these things and

has written these things, and we know that his testimony is
true.

25There are many other things that Jesus did. If every one
of themwerewrittendown, I suppose thewholeworldwould
not have room for the books that would be written.
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Acts

Jesus Ascends to Heaven
1 I wrote the former account, Theophilus, about all that

Jesus began to do and teach
2until thedayhewas takenup toheaven, afterhehadgiven

orders by the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.
3To the sameapostles also, after his suffering, he presented

himself alive with many convincing proofs. He was seen
by them over a forty-day period and spoke about matters
concerning the kingdom of God.

4 While he was with them, he declared, “Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait there for what my Father promised,
which you heard about fromme.

5 For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had gathered together, they began to ask
him, “Lord, is this the time when you are restoring the
kingdom to Israel?”

7He told them, “You are not permitted to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority.

8But youwill receive powerwhen theHoly Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the earth.”

9After he had said this, while they were watching, he was
lifted up and a cloud hid him from their sight.

10As theywere still staring into the skywhile hewas going,
suddenly twomen in white clothing stood near them

11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking
up into the sky? This same Jesuswho has been taken up from
you into heavenwill comeback in the sameway you sawhim
go into heaven.”

AReplacement for Judas is Chosen
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain

called the Mount of Olives (which is near Jerusalem, a Sab-
bath day’s journey away).

13 When they had entered Jerusalem, they went to the
upstairs roomwhere they were staying. Peter and John, and
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James were there.
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14 All these continued together in prayer with one mind,
together with the women, along with Mary the mother of
Jesus, and his brothers.

15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a
gathering of about onehundred and twenty people) and said,

16 “Brothers, the scripture had to be fulfilled that the Holy
Spirit foretold through David concerning Judas – who be-
came the guide for those who arrested Jesus –

17 for he was counted as one of us and received a share in
this ministry.”

18 (Now this man Judas acquired a field with the reward
of his unjust deed, and falling headfirst he burst open in the
middle and all his intestines gushed out.

19This became known to all who lived in Jerusalem, so that
in their own language they called that field Hakeldama, that
is, “Field of Blood.”)

20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘ Let his house
become deserted, and let there be no one to live in it,’
and ‘ Let another take his position of responsibility.’
21 Thus one of the men who have accompanied us during

all the time the Lord Jesus associated with us,
22beginning from his baptism by John until the day hewas

taken up from us – one of thesemust become awitness of his
resurrection together with us.”

23 So they proposed two candidates: Joseph called Barsab-
bas (also called Justus) andMatthias.

24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know the hearts of all.
Show us which one of these two you have chosen

25 to assume the task of this service and apostleship from
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”

26 Then they cast lots for them, and the one chosen was
Matthias; so he was counted with the eleven apostles.

2
1Now when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all

together in one place.
2 Suddenly a sound like a violent wind blowing came from

heaven and filled the entire house where they were sitting.
3 And tongues spreading out like a fire appeared to them

and came to rest on each one of them.
4All of themwerefilledwith theHolySpirit, and theybegan

to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them.
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under

heaven residing in Jerusalem.



Acts 2:6 217 Acts 2:22

6When this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was in
confusion, because each one heard them speaking in his own
language.

7 Completely baffled, they said, “Aren’t all these who are
speaking Galileans?

8And how is it that each one of us hears them in our own
native language?

9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and the
province of Asia,

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
near Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,

11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – we hear
them speaking in our own languages about the great deeds
God has done!”

12All were astounded and greatly confused, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?”

13Butothers jeeredat the speakers, saying, “Theyaredrunk
on newwine!”

Peter’s Address on the Day of Pentecost
14But Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice, and

addressed them: “You men of Judea and all you who live in
Jerusalem, know this and listen carefully to what I say.

15 In spite of what you think, these men are not drunk, for
it is only nine o’clock in themorning.

16 But this is what was spoken about through the prophet
Joel:
17 ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says,
‘ that I will pour outmy Spirit on all people,
and your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
and your youngmenwill see visions,
and your oldmenwill dream dreams.
18 Even onmy servants, bothmen andwomen,*
I will pour outmy Spirit in those days, and theywill prophesy.
19 And I will performwonders in the sky above*
andmiraculous signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and clouds of smoke.
20 The sunwill be changed to darkness
and themoon to blood
before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.
21 And then everyonewho calls on the name of the Lordwill be

saved.’
22 “Men of Israel, listen to thesewords: Jesus the Nazarene,

a man clearly attested to you by God with powerful deeds,
wonders, and miraculous signs that God performed among
you through him, just as you yourselves know –
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23 this man, who was handed over by the predetermined
plan and foreknowledge of God, you executed by nailing him
to a cross at the hands of Gentiles.

24 But God raised him up, having released him from the
pains of death, because it was not possible for him to be held
in its power.

25For David says about him,
‘ I saw the Lord always in front of me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken.
26 Thereforemy heart was glad andmy tongue rejoiced;
my body also will live in hope,
27 because youwill not leavemy soul in Hades,
nor permit your Holy One to experience decay.
28 You havemade known tome the paths of life;
youwill makeme full of joy with your presence.’

29 “Brothers, I can speak confidently to you about our
forefather David, that he both died and was buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day.

30 So then, because he was a prophet and knew that God
had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants
on his throne,

31David by foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of
the Christ, that he was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did
his body experience decay.

32This Jesus God raised up, and we are all witnesses of it.
33 So then, exalted to the right hand of God, and having

received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, he
has poured out what you both see and hear.

34 For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself
says,
‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand*
35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know beyond a
doubt that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified
both Lord and Christ.”
The Response to Peter’s Address

37Nowwhen they heard this, they were acutely distressed
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “What should
we do, brothers?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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39 For the promise is for you and your children, and for all
who are far away, as many as the Lord our God will call to
himself.”

40With many other words he testified and exhorted them
saying, “Save yourselves from this perverse generation!”

41 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and
that day about three thousand people were added.

The Fellowship of the Early Believers
42They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching

and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
43 Reverential awe came over everyone, and many won-

ders andmiraculous signs came about by the apostles.
44 All who believed were together and held everything in

common,
45 and they began selling their property and possessions

and distributing the proceeds to everyone, as anyone had
need.

46Every day they continued to gather together by common
consent in the temple courts, breaking bread from house to
house, sharing their food with glad and humble hearts,

47 praising God and having the good will of all the people.
And the Lord was adding to their number every day those
whowere being saved.

3
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the

time for prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon.
2Andaman lame frombirthwasbeingcarriedup,whowas

placed at the temple gate called “the Beautiful Gate” every
day so he could beg for money from those going into the
temple courts.

3When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple
courts, he asked them for money.

4Peter looked directly at him (as did John) and said, “Look
at us!”

5 So the lame man paid attention to them, expecting to
receive something from them.

6But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, butwhat I do have
I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, stand up
andwalk!”

7Then Peter took hold of him by the right hand and raised
him up, and at once the man’s feet and ankles were made
strong.

8He jumped up, stood and began walking around, and he
entered the temple courts with them, walking and leaping
and praising God.
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9All the people saw himwalking and praising God,
10 and they recognized him as the man who used to sit and

ask fordonations at theBeautifulGate of the temple, and they
were filled with astonishment and amazement at what had
happened to him.

Peter Addresses the Crowd
11While the man was hanging on to Peter and John, all the

people, completely astounded, ran together to them in the
covered walkway called Solomon’s Portico.

12When Peter saw this, he declared to the people, “Men of
Israel, why are you amazed at this? Why do you stare at us as
if we hadmade this manwalk by our own power or piety?

13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of
our forefathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate after he
had decided to release him.

14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked
that a manwhowas amurderer be released to you.

15 You killed the Originator of life, whom God raised from
the dead. To this fact we are witnesses!

16 And on the basis of faith in Jesus’ name, his very name
has made this man – whom you see and know – strong. The
faith that is through Jesus has given him this complete health
in the presence of you all.

17 And now, brothers, I know you acted in ignorance, as
your rulers did too.

18 But the things God foretold long ago through all the
prophets – that his Christwould suffer –hehas fulfilled in this
way.

19Therefore repent and turn back so that your sinsmay be
wiped out,

20 so that times of refreshing may come from the presence
of the Lord, and so that he may send the Messiah appointed
for you – that is, Jesus.

21This oneheavenmust receive until the timeall things are
restored, which God declared from times long ago through
his holy prophets.

22 Moses said, ‘ The Lord your God will raise up for you a
prophet likeme fromamong your brothers. Youmust obey him
in everything he tells you*.

23 Every person who| strong="G3748" does not obey
that prophet will be destroyed and thus removed from|
strong="G1537" the people.’

24 And all the prophets, from Samuel and those who fol-
lowed him, have spoken about and announced these days.



Acts 3:25 221 Acts 4:14

25You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that
God made with your ancestors, saying to Abraham, ‘ And in
your descendants all the nations of the earthwill be blessed: *.’

26 God raised up his servant and sent him first to you, to
bless you by turning each one of you from your iniquities.”

4
1 While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the

priests and the commander of the temple guard and the
Sadducees came up to them,

2 angry because they were teaching the people and an-
nouncing in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.

3So they seized themand put them in jail until the next day
(for it was already evening).

4 But many of those who had listened to the message
believed, and the number of the men came to about five
thousand.

5On thenext day, their rulers, elders, andexperts in the law
came together in Jerusalem.

6 Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas, John,
Alexander, andotherswhoweremembers of thehighpriest’s
family.

7 After making Peter and John stand in their midst, they
began to inquire, “By what power or by what name did you
do this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, replied, “Rulers of
the people and elders,

9 if we are being examined today for a good deed done to a
sick man – by what means this manwas healed –

10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel
that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, this man stands
before you healthy.

11 This Jesus is the stone| strong="G3037" that was
rejected by that was rejected by you, the builders, that has
become the cornerstone.

12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among people by which we must
be saved.”

13 When they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
discovered that they were uneducated and ordinary men,
they were amazed and recognized these men had been with
Jesus.

14 And because they saw the man who had been healed
standing with them, they had nothing to say against this.
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15But when they had ordered them to go outside the coun-
cil, they began to confer with one another,

16 saying, “What should we do with these men? For it is
plain to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable miraculous
sign has come about through them, and we cannot deny it.

17 But to keep this matter from spreading any further
among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to
anyone in this name.”

18And they called them in and ordered them not to speak
or teach at all in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John replied, “Whether it is right before
God to obey you rather than God, you decide,

20 for it is impossible forusnot to speakaboutwhatwehave
seen and heard.”

21 After threatening them further, they released them, for
they could not find how to punish them on account of the
people, because they were all praising God for what had
happened.

22 For the man, on whom this miraculous sign of healing
had been performed, was over forty years old.

The Followers of Jesus Pray for Boldness
23When they were released, Peter and John went to their

fellowbelievers and reported everything thehighpriests and
the elders had said to them.

24 When they heard this, they raised their voices to God
with one mind and said, “Master of all, you who made the
heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything that is in them,

25who said by the Holy Spirit through your servant David
our forefather,
‘Why do the nations rage,
and the peoples plot foolish things?
26 The kings of the earth stood together,
and the rulers assembled together,
against the Lord and against his Christ: *.’

27 “For indeed both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the people of Israel, assembled together in this
city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,

28 to do as much as your power and your plan had decided
beforehandwould happen.

29And now, Lord, pay attention to their threats, and grant
to your servants to speak yourmessage with great courage,

30while you extend your hand to heal, and to bring about
miraculous signsandwonders through thenameofyourholy
servant Jesus.”
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31Whentheyhadprayed, theplacewhere theywereassem-
bled together was shaken, and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak theword of God courageously.

Conditions Among the Early Believers
32 The group of those who believed were of one heart and

mind, andnoonesaid thatanyofhispossessionswashisown,
but everything was held in common.

33With great power the apostles were giving testimony to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on
them all.

34 For there was no one needy among them, because those
who were owners of land or houses were selling them and
bringing the proceeds from the sales

35andplacing themat the apostles’ feet. The proceedswere
distributed to each, as anyone had need.

36So Joseph, a Levite whowas a native of Cyprus, called by
theapostlesBarnabas (which is translated “sonof encourage-
ment”),

37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money
and placed it at the apostles’ feet.

5
1 Now a man named Ananias, together with Sapphira his

wife, sold a piece of property.
2 He kept back for himself part of the proceeds with his

wife’s knowledge; he brought only part of it and placed it at
the apostles’ feet.

3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart
to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back for yourself part of the
proceeds from the sale of the land?

4 Before it was sold, did it not belong to you? And when
it was sold, was the money not at your disposal? How have
you thought up this deed in your heart? You have not lied to
people but to God!”

5When Ananias heard these words he collapsed and died,
and great fear gripped all who heard about it.

6So theyoungmencame,wrappedhimup, carriedhimout,
and buried him.

7 After an interval of about three hours, his wife came in,
but she did not knowwhat had happened.

8 Peter said to her, “Tell me, were the two of you paid this
amount for the land?” Sapphira said, “Yes, that much.”

9 Peter then told her, “Why have you agreed together to
test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of those who have
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buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you
out!”

10 At once she collapsed at his feet and died. So when the
young men came in, they found her dead, and they carried
her out and buried her beside her husband.

11Great fear gripped the whole church and all who heard
about these things.

The Apostles PerformMiraculous Signs andWonders
12 Now many miraculous signs and wonders came about

among the people through the hands of the apostles. By
commonconsent theywereallmeeting together inSolomon’s
Portico.

13None of the rest dared to join them, but the people held
them in high honor.

14More andmore believers in the Lordwere added to their
number, crowds of bothmen andwomen.

15 Thus they even carried the sick out into the streets, and
put them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at
least his shadowwould fall on some of them.

16 A crowd of people from the towns around Jerusalem
also came together, bringing the sick and those troubled by
unclean spirits. They were all being healed.

Further Trouble for the Apostles
17Now the high priest rose up, and all those with him (that

is, the religious party of the Sadducees ), and they were filled
with jealousy.

18They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public
jail.

19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the
doors of the prison, led them out, and said,

20 “Go and stand in the temple courts and proclaim to the
people all the words of this life.”

21When they heard this, they entered the temple courts at
daybreak and began teaching.
Now when the high priest and those who were with him

arrived, they summoned the Sanhedrin – that is, the whole
high council of the Israelites – and sent to the jail to have the
apostles brought before them.

22But the officers who came for them did not find them in
the prison, so they returned and reported,

23 “We found the jail locked securely and the guards stand-
ing at the doors, but whenwe opened them, we found no one
inside.”

24Now when the commander of the temple guard and the
chief priests heard this report, they were greatly puzzled
concerning it, wondering what this could be.
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25 But someone came and reported to them, “Look! The
men you put in prison are standing in the temple courts and
teaching the people!”

26Then the commander of the temple guard went with the
officers and brought the apostleswithout the use of force (for
they were afraid of being stoned by the people).

27When theyhadbrought them, they stood thembefore the
council, and the high priest questioned them,

28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this
name. Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,
and you intend to bring this man’s blood on us!”

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God
rather than people.

30 The God of our forefathers raised up Jesus, whom you
seized and killed by hanging him on a tree.

31God exalted him to his right hand as Leader and Savior,
to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

32And we are witnesses of these events, and so is the Holy
Spirit whomGod has given to those who obey him.”

33 Now when they heard this, they became furious and
wanted to execute them.

34 But a Pharisee whose name was Gamaliel, a teacher of
the law who was respected by all the people, stood up in the
council and ordered the men to be put outside for a short
time.

35 Then he said to the council, “Men of Israel, pay close
attention to what you are about to do to these men.

36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be
somebody, and about four hundred men joined him. He was
killed, and all who followed himwere dispersed and nothing
came of it.

37 After him Judas the Galilean arose in the days of the
census, and incited people to followhim in revolt. He toowas
killed, and all who followed himwere scattered.

38 So in this case I say to you, stay away from these men
and leave themalone, because if this planor this undertaking
originates with people, it will come to nothing,

39but if it is from God, you will not be able to stop them, or
you may even be found fighting against God.” He convinced
them,

40 and they summoned the apostles and had them beaten.
Then theyordered themnot to speak in thenameof Jesus and
released them.

41 So they left the council rejoicing because they had been
considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the
name.
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42And every day both in the temple courts and from house
tohouse, theydidnot stop teaching andproclaiming the good
news that Jesus was the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the disciples were growing in

number, a complaint arose on the part of the Greek-speaking
Jews against the native Hebraic Jews, because their widows
were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.

2 So the twelve called the whole group of the disciples
together and said, “It is not right for us to neglect the word
of God to wait on tables.

3But carefully select fromamong you, brothers, sevenmen
who arewell-attested, full of the Spirit and ofwisdom,whom
wemay put in charge of this necessary task.

4Butwewill devote ourselves to prayer and to theministry
of the word.”

5 The proposal pleased the entire group, so they chose
Stephen, aman full of faith and of theHoly Spirit, with Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a Gentile
convert to Judaism from Antioch.

6They stood thesemenbefore theapostles,whoprayedand
placed their hands on them.

7 The word of God continued to spread, the number of
disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly, and a large group of
priests became obedient to the faith.

Stephen is Arrested
8 Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing

great wonders andmiraculous signs among the people.
9 But some men from the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as

it was called), both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, as well as
some from Cilicia and the province of Asia, stood up and
argued with Stephen.

10Yet theywere not able to resist thewisdom and the Spirit
with which he spoke.

11Then they secretly instigated somemen to say, “We have
heard this man speaking blasphemous words against Moses
and God.”

12They incited the people, the elders, and the experts in the
law; then they approached Stephen, seized him, and brought
him before the council.

13 They brought forward false witnesses who said, “This
man does not stop saying things against this holy place and
the law.
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14 For we have heard him saying that Jesus the Nazarene
will destroy this place and change the customs that Moses
handed down to us.”

15 All who were sitting in the council looked intently at
Stephen and saw his face was like the face of an angel.

7
1Then the high priest said, “Are these things true?”
2So he replied, “Brothers and fathers, listen tome. TheGod

of glory appeared to our forefather Abrahamwhenhewas in
Mesopotamia, before he settled in Haran,

3 and said to him, ‘ Go out from your country and from your
relatives, and come to the land I will show you.’

4 Then he went out from the country of the Chaldeans and
settled in Haran. After his father died, God made him move
to this country where you now live.

5 He did not give any of it to him for an inheritance, not
even a foot of ground, yet God promised to give it to him as
his possession, and to his descendants after him, even though
Abraham as yet had no child.

6 But God spoke as follows: ‘Your descendants will be
foreigners in a foreign country, whose citizens will enslave
them andmistreat them for four hundred years.

7 But Iwill punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ said God, ‘
and after these things they will come out of there and worship
me in this place.’

8 Then God gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision,
and so he became the father of Isaac and circumcised him
when he was eight days old, and Isaac became the father of
Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

9The patriarchs, because they were jealous of Joseph, sold
him into Egypt. But God was with him,

10 and rescued him from all his troubles, and granted him
favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt,
whomade him ruler over Egypt and over all his household.

11 Then a famine occurred throughout Egypt and Canaan,
causing great suffering, and our ancestors could not find
food.

12 So when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he
sent our ancestors there the first time.

13 On their second visit Joseph made himself known to
his brothers again, and Joseph’s family became known to
Pharaoh.

14So Joseph sent amessage and invitedhis father Jacoband
all his relatives to come, seventy-five people in all.

15 So Jacob went down to Egypt and died there, along with
our ancestors,
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16and their boneswere latermoved to Shechemandplaced
in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a certain sum of
money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

17 “But as the time drew near for God to fulfill the promise
he had declared to Abraham, the people increased greatly in
number in Egypt,

18 until another king who did not know about Joseph ruled
over Egypt.

19Thiswas the onewho exploited our people andwas cruel
to our ancestors, forcing them to abandon their infants so
they would die.

20At that timeMoseswasborn, andhewasbeautiful toGod.
For threemonths he was brought up in his father’s house,

21 and when he had been abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter
adopted him and brought him up as her own son.

22 So Moses was trained in all the wisdom of the Egyptians
and was powerful in his words and deeds.

23 But when he was about forty years old, it entered his
mind to visit his fellow countrymen the Israelites.

24 When he saw one of them being hurt unfairly, Moses
came to his defense and avenged the person who was mis-
treated by striking down the Egyptian.

25He thought his own people would understand that God
was delivering them through him, but they did not under-
stand.

26 The next day Moses saw two men fighting, and tried to
make peace between them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers;
why are you hurting one another?’

27 But the man who was unfairly hurting his neighbor
pushedMoses aside, saying, ‘Whomade you a ruler and judge
over us?

28 You don’t want to kill me the way you killed the Egyptian
yesterday, do you?’

29 When the man said this, Moses fled and became a for-
eigner in the land of Midian, where he became the father of
two sons.

30 “After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him
in the desert ofMount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush.

31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and
when he approached to investigate, there came the voice of
the Lord,

32 ‘ I amtheGodof your forefathers, theGod|strong="G2316"
of Abraham, Isaac, and|strong="G2532" Jacob.’ Moses began
to tremble and did not dare to lookmore closely.

33 But the Lord said to him, ‘ Take the sandals off your feet,
for the place where you are standing is holy ground.
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34 I have certainly seen the suffering of my people who are in
Egypt and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to
rescue them. Now come, I will send you to Egypt*.’

35 This same Moses they had rejected, saying, ‘ Who made
you a ruler and judge?’ God sent as both ruler and deliverer
through the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the
bush.

36 This man led them out, performing wonders and mirac-
ulous signs in the land of Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the
wilderness for forty years.

37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘ God|
strong="G2316" will raise up for you a prophet like
me from among your brothers will raise up for you a
prophet likeme from among your brothers.’

38 This is the man who was in the congregation in the
wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai,
andwith our ancestors, and he received living oracles to give
to you.

39 Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him, but pushed
him aside and turned back to Egypt in their hearts,

40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods who will go in front of us,
for this Moses, who led us out of the land of Egypt – we do not
knowwhat has happened to him!’

41 At that time they made an idol in the form of a calf,
brought a sacrifice to the idol, and began rejoicing in the
works of their hands.

42 But God turned away from them and gave them over to
worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the
prophets: ‘ It was not to me that you offered slain animals and
sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, house of Israel?

43 But you took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star
of the god Rephan, the images you made to worship, but I will
deport you beyond Babylon*.’

44 Our ancestors had the tabernacle of testimony in the
wilderness, just as God who spoke to Moses ordered him to
make it according to the design he had seen.

45 Our ancestors received possession of it and brought it
in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God
drove out before our ancestors, until the time of David.

46He found favor with God and asked that he could find a
dwelling place for the house of Jacob.

47But Solomon built a house for him.
48Yet theMostHighdoes not live in housesmadebyhuman

hands, as the prophet says,
49 ‘Heaven ismy throne,
and earth is the footstool formy feet.
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What kind of house will you build forme, says the Lord,
or what is my resting place?
50 Didmy hand notmake all these things?’

51 “You stubborn people, with uncircumcised hearts and
ears! You are always resisting the Holy Spirit, like your
ancestors did!

52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute?
They killed those who foretold long ago the coming of the
Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have
now become!

53You received the law by decrees given by angels, but you
did not obey it.”

Stephen is Killed
54When they heard these things, they became furious and

ground their teeth at him.
55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently to-

ward heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God.

56 “Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened, and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

57 But they covered their ears, shouting out with a loud
voice, and rushed at himwith one intent.

58When they had driven him out of the city, they began to
stone him, and the witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet of a
youngman named Saul.

59They continued to stone Stephen while he prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit!”

60Then he fell to his knees and cried out with a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” When he had said
this, he died.

8
1And Saul agreed completely with killing him.
Saul Begins to Persecute the Church
Now on that day a great persecution began against the

church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were forced
to scatter throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria.

2 Some devout men buried Stephen andmade loud lamen-
tation over him.

3 But Saul was trying to destroy the church; entering one
houseafter another, hedraggedoffbothmenandwomenand
put them in prison.

Philip Preaches in Samaria
4Now those who had been forced to scatter went around

proclaiming the good news of the word.
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5 Philip went down to the main city of Samaria and began
proclaiming the Christ to them.

6The crowdswere paying attentionwith onemind towhat
Philip said, as they heard and saw the miraculous signs he
was performing.

7Forunclean spirits, cryingwith loud shrieks,were coming
out of many who were possessed, and many paralyzed and
lame people were healed.

8 So there was great joy in that city.
9 Now in that city was a man named Simon, who had

been practicing magic and amazing the people of Samaria,
claiming to be someone great.

10 All the people, from the least to the greatest, paid close
attention to him, saying, “This man is the power of God that
is called ‘Great.’ ”

11 And they paid close attention to him because he had
amazed them for a long time with his magic.

12Butwhen they believed Philip as hewas proclaiming the
good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they began to be baptized, bothmen andwomen.

13Even Simon himself believed, and after hewas baptized,
he stayed close to Philip constantly, and when he saw the
signs andgreatmiracles thatwereoccurring, hewasamazed.

14Nowwhen the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to
them.

15 These two went down and prayed for them so that they
would receive the Holy Spirit.

16 (For the Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, but
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on the Samari-
tans, and they received the Holy Spirit.

18 Now Simon, when he saw that the Spirit was given
through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, offered them
money,

19 saying, “Give me this power too, so that everyone I place
my hands onmay receive the Holy Spirit.”

20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with
you, because you thought you could acquire God’s gift with
money!

21 You have no share or part in this matter because your
heart is not right before God!

22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray
to the Lord that he may perhaps forgive you for the intent of
your heart.
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23 For I see that you are bitterly envious and in bondage to
sin.”

24 But Simon replied, “You pray to the Lord for me so that
nothing of what you have said may happen tome.”

25SoafterPeterand Johnhadsolemnly testifiedandspoken
the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, pro-
claiming the good news to many Samaritan villages as they
went.

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go

south on the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
(This is a desert road.)

27 So he got up and went. There he met an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,
who was in charge of all her treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship,

28 and was returning home, sitting in his chariot, reading
the prophet Isaiah.

29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this
chariot.”

30 So Philip ran up to it and heard the man reading Isaiah
the prophet. He asked him, “Do you understand what you’re
reading?”

31 The man replied, “How in the world can I, unless some-
one guides me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him.

32Now the passage of scripture the man was reading was
this:
“Hewas led like a sheep to slaughter,
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open hismouth.
33 In humiliation justice was taken from him.*
Who can describe his posterity?
For his life was taken away from the earth.”

34Then the eunuch said to Philip, “Please tellme,who is the
prophet saying this about – himself or someone else?”

35So Philip started speaking, and beginningwith this scrip-
ture proclaimed the good news about Jesus to him.

36 Now as they were going along the road, they came to
somewater, and the eunuch said, “Look, there iswater! What
is to stopme from being baptized?”

37 *
38So he ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the

eunuch went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.

* 8:37 [[EMPTY]]
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39Nowwhen they cameup out of thewater, the Spirit of the
Lord snatched Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him
anymore, but went on his way rejoicing.

40 Philip, however, found himself at Azotus, and as he
passed through the area, he proclaimed the good news to all
the towns until he came to Caesarea.

9
1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing out threats to murder the

Lord’s disciples, went to the high priest
2 and requested letters from him to the synagogues in

Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way,
either men or women, he could bring them as prisoners to
Jerusalem.

3As he was going along, approaching Damascus, suddenly
a light from heaven flashed around him.

4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecutingme?”

5 So he said, “Who are you, Lord?” He replied, “I am Jesus
whom you are persecuting!

6But stand up and enter the city and you will be told what
youmust do.”

7 (Now the men who were traveling with him stood there
speechless, because they heard the voice but saw no one.)

8SoSaul gotup fromtheground, butalthoughhis eyeswere
open, he could see nothing. Leading him by the hand, his
companions brought him into Damascus.

9 For three days he could not see, and he neither ate nor
drank anything.

10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias.
The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias,” and he replied,
“Here I am, Lord.”

11Then theLord toldhim, “Get upandgo to the street called
‘Straight,’ and at Judas’ house look for a man from Tarsus
named Saul. For he is praying,

12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come
in and place his hands on him so that hemay see again.”

13 But Ananias replied, “Lord, I have heard from many
people about this man, howmuch harm he has done to your
saints in Jerusalem,

14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to
imprison all who call on your name!”

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, because this man is my
chosen instrument to carry my name before Gentiles and
kings and the people of Israel.
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16For Iwill showhimhowmuchhemust suffer for the sake
of my name.”

17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, placed his
hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road as you came here, has sent me
so that youmay see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18 Immediately something like scales fell fromhis eyes, and
he could see again. He got up andwas baptized,

19and after taking some food, his strength returned.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus,
20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the syna-

gogues, saying, “This man is the Son of God.”
21Allwhoheardhimwere amazedandwere saying, “Is this

not themanwho in Jerusalemwas ravaging thosewhocall on
thisname, andwhohadcomehere tobring themasprisoners
to the chief priests?”

22But Saul becamemore andmore capable, and was caus-
ing consternation among the Jews who lived in Damascus by
proving that Jesus is the Christ.

Saul’s Escape fromDamascus
23 Now after some days had passed, the Jews plotted to-

gether to kill him,
24but Saul learnedof their plot against him. Theywere also

watching the city gates day and night so that they could kill
him.

25 But his disciples took him at night and let him down
through an opening in the wall by lowering him in a basket.

Saul Returns to Jerusalem
26When he arrived in Jerusalem, he attempted to associate

with the disciples, and they were all afraid of him, because
they did not believe that he was a disciple.

27But Barnabas took Saul, brought him to the apostles, and
related to themhowhehadseen theLordon the road, that the
Lordhad spoken tohim, andhow inDamascushehad spoken
out boldly in the name of Jesus.

28 So he was staying with them, associating openly with
them in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the
Lord.

29He was speaking and debating with the Greek-speaking
Jews, but they were trying to kill him.

30 When the brothers found out about this, they brought
him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.

31Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria
experienced peace and thus was strengthened. Living in the
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fear of the Lord and in the encouragement of the Holy Spirit,
the church increased in numbers.

Peter Heals Aeneas
32Now as Peter was traveling around from place to place,

he also came down to the saints who lived in Lydda.
33He found there aman named Aeneas who had been con-

fined to amattress for eight years because he was paralyzed.
34Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Get

up andmake your own bed!” And immediately he got up.
35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him, and

they turned to the Lord.

Peter Raises Dorcas
36Now in Joppa therewas a disciple named Tabitha (which

in translation means Dorcas). She was continually doing
good deeds and acts of charity.

37 At that time she became sick and died. When they had
washed her body, they placed it in an upstairs room.

38Because Lyddawas near Joppa,when the disciples heard
thatPeterwas there, they sent twomen tohimandurgedhim,
“Come to us without delay.”

39SoPeter got upandwentwith them, andwhenhearrived
they brought him to the upper room. All the widows stood
beside him, crying and showing him the tunics and other
clothing Dorcas used to make while she was with them.

40But Peter sent them all outside, knelt down, and prayed.
Turning to the body, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up.

41 He gave her his hand and helped her get up. Then he
called the saints and widows and presented her alive.

42 This became known throughout all Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord.

43 So Peter stayed many days in Joppa with a man named
Simon, a tanner.

10
1 Now there was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a

centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort.
2He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was all his house-

hold; he didmany acts of charity for the people and prayed to
God regularly.

3 About three o’clock one afternoon he saw clearly in a
vision an angel of God who came in and said to him, “Cor-
nelius.”

4 Staring at him and becoming greatly afraid, Cornelius
replied, “What is it, Lord?” The angel said to him, “Your
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prayers and your acts of charity have gone up as a memorial
before God.

5 Now send men to Joppa and summon a man named
Simon, who is called Peter.

6Thisman is staying as a guest with aman named Simon, a
tanner, whose house is by the sea.”

7 When the angel who had spoken to him departed, Cor-
nelius called two of his personal servants and a devout sol-
dier from among those who served him,

8 and when he had explained everything to them, he sent
them to Joppa.

9 About noon the next day, while they were on their way
and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray.

10 He became hungry and wanted to eat, but while they
were preparing themeal, a trance came over him.

11 He saw heaven opened and an object something like a
large sheet descending, being let down to earth by its four
corners.

12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals and reptiles of
the earth and wild birds.

13 Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; slaughter and
eat!”

14 But Peter said, “Certainly not, Lord, for I have never
eaten anything defiled and ritually unclean!”

15 The voice spoke to him again, a second time, “What God
has made clean, youmust not consider ritually unclean!”

16 This happened three times, and immediately the object
was taken up into heaven.

17 Now while Peter was puzzling over what the vision he
had seen could signify, themen sent byCorneliushad learned
where Simon’s house was and approached the gate.

18 They called out to ask if Simon, known as Peter, was
staying there as a guest.

19While Peter was still thinking seriously about the vision,
the Spirit said to him, “Look! Threemen are looking for you.

20 But get up, go down, and accompany them without
hesitation, because I have sent them.”

21 So Peter went down to the men and said, “Here I am, the
person you’re looking for. Why have you come?”

22They said, “Cornelius the centurion, a righteous andGod-
fearing man, well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was
directed by a holy angel to summon you to his house and to
hear amessage from you.”

23So Peter invited them in and entertained them as guests.
On the next day he got up and set out with them, and some

of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him.
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24 The following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius
was waiting anxiously for them and had called together his
relatives and close friends.

25SowhenPeter came in, Corneliusmet him, fell at his feet,
and worshiped him.

26 But Peter helped him up, saying, “Stand up. I too am a
meremortal.”

27 Peter continued talking with him as he went in, and he
foundmany people gathered together.

28He said to them, “Youknow that it is unlawful for a Jew to
associate with or visit a Gentile, yet God has shownme that I
should call no person defiled or ritually unclean.

29 Therefore when you sent for me, I came without any
objection. Nowmay I ask why you sent for me?”

30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at
three o’clock in the afternoon, Iwas praying inmyhouse, and
suddenly aman in shining clothing stood before me

31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and
your acts of charity have been remembered before God.

32 Therefore send to Joppa and summon Simon, who is
called Peter. This man is staying as a guest in the house of
Simon the tanner, by the sea.’

33 Therefore I sent for you at once, and you were kind
enough to come. So now we are all here in the presence of
God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to
say to us.”

34 Then Peter started speaking: “I now truly understand
that God does not show favoritism in dealing with people,

35 but in every nation the person who fears him and does
what is right is welcomed before him.

36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he
is Lord of all) –

37 you know what happened throughout Judea, beginning
from Galilee after the baptism that John announced:

38with respect to Jesus from Nazareth, that God anointed
him with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went around
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
because God was with him.

39We are witnesses of all the things he did both in Judea
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree,

40 but God raised him up on the third day and caused him
to be seen,

41 not by all the people, but by us, the witnesses God had
already chosen, who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead.
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42He commanded us to preach to the people and to warn
them that he is the oneappointedbyGodas judgeof the living
and the dead.

43About him all the prophets testify, that everyonewho be-
lieves in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy

Spirit fell on all those who heard themessage.
45 The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter

were greatly astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had
been poured out even on the Gentiles,

46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and praising
God. Then Peter said,

47 “No one can withhold the water for these people to be
baptized, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did,
can he?”

48 So he gave orders to have them baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay for several days.

11
1Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout

Judea heard that the Gentiles too had accepted the word of
God.

2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers took issue with him,

3 saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and shared a
meal with them.”

4 But Peter began and explained it to them point by point,
saying,

5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw
a vision, an object something like a large sheet descending,
being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came
tome.

6As I stared I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of
the earth, wild animals, reptiles, and wild birds.

7 I also heard a voice saying tome, ‘Get up, Peter; slaughter
and eat!’

8 But I said, ‘Certainly not, Lord, for nothing defiled or
ritually unclean has ever enteredmymouth!’

9 But the voice replied a second time from heaven, ‘What
God hasmade clean, youmust not consider ritually unclean!’

10 This happened three times, and then everything was
pulled up to heaven again.

11 At that very moment, three men sent to me from Cae-
sarea approached the house where wewere staying.
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12TheSpirit toldme toaccompany themwithouthesitation.
These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the
man’s house.

13He informedus howhe had seen an angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and summon Simon, who is
called Peter,

14who will speak a message to you by which you and your
entire household will be saved.’

15Then as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just
as he did on us at the beginning.

16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, as he used to
say, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.’

17Therefore if God gave them the same gift as he also gave
usafterbelieving in theLord JesusChrist,whowas I tohinder
God?”

18When they heard this, they ceased their objections and
praised God, saying, “So then, God has granted the repen-
tance that leads to life even to the Gentiles.”

Activity in the Church at Antioch
19Now those who had been scattered because of the perse-

cution that took place over Stephenwent as far as Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the message to no one but
Jews.

20 But there were some men from Cyprus and Cyrene
among themwho came to Antioch and began to speak to the
Greeks too, proclaiming the good news of the Lord Jesus.

21The hand of the Lordwaswith them, and a great number
who believed turned to the Lord.

22A report about them came to the attention of the church
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.

23When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lordwith devoted
hearts,

24because he was a goodman, full of the Holy Spirit and of
faith, and a significant number of peoplewere brought to the
Lord.

25Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to look for Saul,
26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So

for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and
taught a significant number of people. Now it was in Antioch
that the disciples were first called Christians.

Famine Relief for Judea
27At that time some prophets came down from Jerusalem
28 One of them, named Agabus, got up and predicted by

the Spirit that a severe famine was about to come over the
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whole inhabited world. (This took place during the reign of
Claudius.)

29 So the disciples, each in accordance with his financial
ability, decided to send relief to the brothers living in Judea.

30 They did so, sending their financial aid to the elders by
Barnabas and Saul.

12
1About that time King Herod laid hands on some from the

church to harm them.
2Hehad James, the brother of John, executedwith a sword.
3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded

to arrest Peter too. (This took place during the feast of
Unleavened Bread.)

4When he had seized him, he put him in prison, handing
him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him. Herod
planned to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but those in the church were
earnestly praying to God for him.

6On that very night before Herod was going to bring him
out for trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound
with two chains, while guards in front of the door were
keeping watch over the prison.

7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone
in the prison cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him
up, saying, “Get up quickly!” And the chains fell off Peter’s
wrists.

8 The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on your
sandals.” Peter did so. Then the angel said to him, “Put on
your cloak and followme.”

9 Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that
whatwas happening through the angel was real, but thought
he was seeing a vision.

10 After they had passed the first and second guards, they
came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them
by itself, and theywentoutsideandwalkeddownonenarrow
street, when at once the angel left him.

11When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I know for
certain that the Lord has sent his angel and rescuedme from
the hand of Herod and from everything the Jewish people
were expecting to happen.”

12When Peter realized this, he went to the house of Mary,
the mother of John Mark, where many people had gathered
together and were praying.

13When he knocked at the door of the outer gate, a slave
girl named Rhoda answered.
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14When she recognized Peter’s voice, shewas so overjoyed
she did not open the gate, but ran back in and told them that
Peter was standing at the gate.

15 But they said to her, “You’ve lost your mind!” But she
kept insisting that it was Peter, and they kept saying, “It is his
angel!”

16Now Peter continued knocking, and when they opened
the door and saw him, they were greatly astonished.

17Hemotioned to themwith his hand to be quiet and then
related how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. He
said, “Tell James and the brothers these things,” and then he
left and went to another place.

18 At daybreak there was great consternation among the
soldiers over what had become of Peter.

19WhenHerod had searched for him and did not find him,
he questioned the guards and commanded that they be led
away to execution. Then Herod went down from Judea to
Caesarea and stayed there.

20NowHerodwas having an angry quarrelwith the people
of Tyre So they joined together and presented themselves
before him. And after convincing Blastus, the king’s personal
assistant, to help them, they asked for peace, because their
country’s food supply was provided by the king’s country.

21On a day determined in advance, Herod put on his royal
robes, sat down on the judgment seat, and made a speech to
them.

22But the crowdbegan to shout, “Thevoice of a god, andnot
of a man!”

23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck Herod down
because he did not give the glory to God, and he was eaten
by worms and died.

24But the word of God kept on increasing andmultiplying.
25 So Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem when they

had completed their mission, bringing along with them John
Mark.

13
1Nowtherewere theseprophetsand teachers in thechurch

at Antioch: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius the Cyre-
nian, Manaen (a close friend of Herod the tetrarch from
childhood ) and Saul.

2 While they were serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which I have called them.”

3 Then, after they had fasted and prayed and placed their
hands on them, they sent them off.
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Paul and Barnabas Preach in Cyprus
4 So Barnabas and Saul, sent out by the Holy Spirit, went

down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.
5When they arrived in Salamis, they began to proclaim the

word of God in the Jewish synagogues. (Now they also had
John as their assistant.)

6 When they had crossed over the whole island as far as
Paphos, they foundamagician, a Jewish false prophet named
Bar-Jesus,

7whowaswith the proconsul Sergius Paulus, an intelligent
man. The proconsul summoned Barnabas and Saul and
wanted to hear the word of God.

8 But the magician Elymas (for that is the way his name is
translated) opposed them, trying to turn the proconsul away
from the faith.

9But Saul (also known as Paul), filled with the Holy Spirit,
stared straight at him

10and said, “Youwho are full of all deceit and all wrongdo-
ing, you son of the devil, you enemyof all righteousness –will
you not stopmaking crooked the straight paths of the Lord?

11Now look, the hand of the Lord is against you, and you
will be blind, unable to see the sun for a time!” Immediately
mistiness and darkness came over him, and he went around
seeking people to lead him by the hand.

12 Then when the proconsul saw what had happened, he
believed, because he was greatly astounded at the teaching
about the Lord.

Paul and Barnabas at Pisidian Antioch
13 Then Paul and his companions put out to sea from

Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia, but John left them
and returned to Jerusalem.

14Moving on from Perga, they arrived at Pisidian Antioch,
and on the Sabbath day theywent into the synagogue and sat
down.

15After the reading fromthe lawand theprophets, the lead-
ers of the synagogue sent them amessage, saying, “Brothers,
if you have anymessage of exhortation for the people, speak
it.”

16 So Paul stood up, gestured with his hand and said,
“Men of Israel, and you Gentiles who fear God, listen:
17 The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and

made the people great during their stay as foreigners in the
country of Egypt, andwith uplifted arm he led them out of it.

18 For a period of about forty years he put up with them in
the wilderness.
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19 After he had destroyed seven nations in the land of
Canaan, he gave his people their land as an inheritance.

20All this took about four hundred fifty years. After this he
gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet.

21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul son
of Kish, a man from the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled forty
years.

22After removing him, God raised up David their king. He
testified about him: ‘ I have found David the son of Jesse to be
aman after my heart, who will accomplish everything I want
him to do.’

23 From the descendants of this man God brought to Israel
a Savior, Jesus, just as he promised.

24Before Jesus arrived, John had proclaimed a baptism for
repentance to all the people of Israel.

25 But while John was completing his mission, he said
repeatedly, ‘What do you think I am? I am not he. But look,
one is coming after me. I am not worthy to untie the sandals
on his feet!’

26 Brothers, descendants of Abraham’s family, and those
Gentiles among you who fear God, the message of this salva-
tion has been sent to us.

27 For the people who live in Jerusalem and their rulers
did not recognize him, and they fulfilled the sayings of the
prophets that are read every Sabbath by condemning him.

28 Though they found no basis for a death sentence, they
asked Pilate to have him executed.

29When they had accomplished everything that was writ-
ten about him, they tookhimdown from the cross andplaced
him in a tomb.

30But God raised him from the dead,
31and formany days he appeared to thosewho had accom-

panied him from Galilee to Jerusalem. These are now his
witnesses to the people.

32Andweproclaim toyou the goodnewsabout thepromise
to our ancestors,

33 that this promise God has fulfilled to us, their children,
by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second psalm, ‘You
aremy Son; today I have fathered you*.’

34 But regarding the fact that he has raised Jesus from the
dead, never again to be in a state of decay, God has spoken
in this way: ‘ I will give you the holy and trustworthy promises
made to David*.’

35 Therefore he also says in another psalm, ‘ You will not
permit your Holy One to experience decay*.’

36 For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his
own generation, died, was buried with his ancestors, and
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experienced decay,
37 but the one whom God raised up did not experience

decay.
38 Therefore let it be known to you, brothers, that through

this one forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,
39 and by this one everyone who believes is justified from

everything fromwhich the lawofMoses couldnot justify you.
40 Watch out, then, that what is spoken about by the

prophets does not happen to you:
41 ‘ Look, you scoffers; be amazed and perish!
For I am doing awork in your days,
a work youwould never believe, even if someone tells you.’ ”

42 As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people were
urging them to speak about these things on the next Sabbath.

43 When the meeting of the synagogue had broken up,
many of the Jews and God-fearing proselytes followed Paul
and Barnabas, who were speaking with them and were per-
suading them to continue in the grace of God.

44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city assembled
together to hear the word of the Lord.

45But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with
jealousy, and they began to contradict what Paul was saying
by reviling him.

46 Both Paul and Barnabas replied courageously, “It was
necessary to speak the word of God to you first. Since you
reject it anddonot consider yourselvesworthy of eternal life,
we are turning to the Gentiles.

47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: ‘ I have
appointed you to be a light for the Gentiles, to bring salvation
to the ends of the earth.’ ”

48When the Gentiles heard this, they began to rejoice and
praise the word of the Lord, and all who had been appointed
for eternal life believed.

49So thewordof theLordwas spreading through the entire
region.

50 But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high
social standing and the prominent men of the city, stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and threw them out
of their region.

51 So after they shook the dust off their feet in protest
against them, they went to Iconium.

52And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy
Spirit.
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14
1 The same thing happened in Iconium when Paul and

Barnabas went into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such
a way that a large group of both Jews and Greeks believed.

2But the Jewswho refused tobelieve stirredup theGentiles
and poisoned their minds against the brothers.

3 So they stayed there for a considerable time, speaking
out courageously for the Lord, who testified to the message
of his grace, granting miraculous signs and wonders to be
performed through their hands.

4 But the population of the city was divided; some sided
with the Jews, and somewith the apostles.

5When both the Gentiles and the Jews (together with their
rulers) made an attempt to mistreat them and stone them,

6Paul and Barnabas learned about it and fled to the Lycao-
nian cities of Lystra and the surrounding region.

7There they continued to proclaim the good news.

Paul and Barnabas at Lystra
8 In Lystra sat a man who could not use his feet, lame from

birth, who had never walked.
9This manwas listening to Paul as he was speaking. When

Paul stared intently at him and sawhe had faith to be healed,
10 he said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.”

And theman leaped up and began walking.
11 So when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they

shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come
down to us in human form!”

12 They began to call Barnabas Zeus and Paul Hermes,
because he was the chief speaker.

13 The priest of the temple of Zeus, located just outside the
city, brought bulls and garlands to the city gates; he and the
crowds wanted to offer sacrifices to them.

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard about
it, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd,
shouting,

15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are
men, with human natures just like you! We are proclaiming
the good news to you, so that you should turn from these
worthless things to the living God, whomade the heaven, the
earth, the sea, and everything that is in them.

16 In past generations he allowed all the nations to go their
ownways,

17 yet he did not leave himself without a witness by doing
good, by giving you rain from heaven and fruitful seasons,
satisfying you with food and your hearts with joy.”
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18Even by saying these things, they scarcely persuaded the
crowds not to offer sacrifice to them.

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and after
winning the crowds over, they stoned Paul and dragged him
out of the city, presuming him to be dead.

20But after thediscipleshad surroundedhim, hegotupand
went back into the city. On the next day he leftwith Barnabas
for Derbe.

Paul and Barnabas Return to Antioch in Syria
21After they had proclaimed the good news in that city and

mademany disciples, they returned to Lystra,
22They strengthened the souls of the disciples and encour-

aged them to continue in the faith, saying, “Wemust enter the
kingdom of God throughmany persecutions.”

23When they had appointed elders for them in the various
churches, with prayer and fasting they entrusted them to the
protection of the Lord in whom they had believed.

24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came into Pam-
phylia,

25and when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went
down to Attalia.

26 From there they sailed back to Antioch, where they had
been commended to the grace of God for the work they had
now completed.

27 When they arrived and gathered the church together,
they reported all the thingsGodhaddonewith them, and that
he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles.

28 So they spent considerable time with the disciples.

15
1NowsomemencamedownfromJudeaandbegan to teach

the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

2 When Paul and Barnabas had a major argument and
debate with them, the church appointed Paul and Barnabas
and some others from among them to go up to meet with
the apostles and elders in Jerusalem about this point of
disagreement.

3 So they were sent on their way by the church, and as
they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they were
relating at length the conversion of the Gentiles and bringing
great joy to all the brothers.

4When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were received by
the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported
all the things God had done with them.
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5 But some from the religious party of the Pharisees who
had believed stood up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise
the Gentiles and to order them to observe the law of Moses.”

6Both theapostles and the eldersmet together todeliberate
about this matter.

7After therehadbeenmuchdebate, Peter stoodupandsaid
to them, “Brothers, you know that some time ago God chose
me to preach to the Gentiles so they would hear the message
of the gospel and believe.

8 And God, who knows the heart, has testified to them by
giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us,

9and hemade no distinction between them and us, cleans-
ing their hearts by faith.

10So nowwhy are you putting God to the test by placing on
the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor
we have been able to bear?

11 On the contrary, we believe that we are saved through
the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the sameway as they are.”

12 The whole group kept quiet and listened to Barnabas
and Paul while they explained all the miraculous signs and
wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them.

13 After they stopped speaking, James replied, “Brothers,
listen to me.

14 Simeon has explained how God first concerned himself
to select from among the Gentiles a people for his name.

15Thewords of the prophets agreewith this, as it iswritten,
16 ‘After this I will return,
and I will rebuild the fallen tent of David;*
I will rebuild its ruins and restore it,*
17 so that the rest of humanitymay seek the Lord,*
namely, all the Gentiles I have called to be my own,’ says the

Lord,* whomakes these things
18 known from long ago.

19 “Therefore I conclude that we should not cause extra
difficulty for those among the Gentiles who are turning to
God,

20but that we should write them a letter telling them to ab-
stain from things defiledby idols and fromsexual immorality
and fromwhat has been strangled and from blood.

21 For Moses has had those who proclaim him in every
town from ancient times, because he is read aloud in the
synagogues every Sabbath.”

22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church,
decided to send men chosen from among them, Judas called
Barsabbas and Silas, leaders among the brothers, to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas.
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23They sent this letter with them:
From the apostles and elders, your brothers, to the

Gentile brothers and sisters in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia,
greetings!

24 Since we have heard that some have gone out from
among us with no orders from us and have confused you,
upsetting yourminds by what they said,

25we have unanimously decided to choose men to send
to you along with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul,

26who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

27Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas whowill tell
you these things themselves in person.

28 For it seemed best to the Holy Spirit and to us not to
place any greater burden on you than these necessary rules:

29 that you abstain frommeat that has been sacrificed to
idols and from blood and from what has been strangled and
from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from doing
these things, you will do well. Farewell.

30 So when they were dismissed, they went down to An-
tioch, and after gathering the entire group together, they
delivered the letter.

31Whentheyread it aloud, thepeople rejoicedat its encour-
agement.

32Both Judas and Silas, whowere prophets themselves, en-
couraged and strengthened the brothers with a long speech.

33After they had spent some time there, they were sent off
in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them.

34 *
35 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching

and proclaiming (along with many others) the word of the
Lord.

Paul and Barnabas Part Company
36After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s return and

visit the brothers in every town where we proclaimed the
word of the Lord to see how they are doing.”

37 Barnabas wanted to bring John called Mark along with
them too,

38but Paul insisted that they should not take along this one
who had left them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied
them in the work.

39 They had a sharp disagreement, so that they parted
company. Barnabas took along Mark and sailed away to
Cyprus,

* 15:34 [[EMPTY]]
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40but Paul chose Silas and set out, commended to the grace
of the Lord by the brothers and sisters.

41 He passed through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the
churches.

16
1 He also came to Derbe A disciple named Timothy was

there, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but
whose father was a Greek.

2The brothers in Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him.
3Paulwanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him

and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those
places, for they all knew that his father was Greek.

4 As they went through the towns, they passed on the
decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and elders
in Jerusalem for the Gentile believers to obey.

5 So the churches were being strengthened in the faith and
were increasing in number every day.

Paul’s Vision of theMacedonianMan
6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,

having been prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the
message in the province of Asia.

7 When they came to Mysia, they attempted to go into
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them to do this,

8 so they passed throughMysia and went down to Troas.
9Avision appeared to Paul during thenight: AMacedonian

man was standing there urging him, “Come over to Macedo-
nia and help us!”

10After Paul saw the vision, we attempted immediately to
go over to Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them.

Arrival at Philippi
11Weput out to sea from Troas and sailed a straight course

to Samothrace, the next day to Neapolis,
12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of that

district of Macedonia, a Roman colony. We stayed in this city
for some days.

13On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate to the
side of the river, where we thought there would be a place of
prayer, and we sat down and began to speak to the women
who had assembled there.

14Awoman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the
city of Thyatira, a God-fearing woman, listened to us. The
Lord opened her heart to respond to what Paul was saying.
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15After sheandherhouseholdwerebaptized, sheurgedus,
“If youconsiderme tobeabeliever in theLord, comeandstay
inmy house.” And she persuaded us.

Paul and Silas Are Thrown Into Prison
16 Now as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave

girl met us who had a spirit that enabled her to foretell the
future by supernatural means. She brought her owners a
great profit by fortune-telling.

17 She followed behind Paul and us and kept crying out,
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who are
proclaiming to you the way of salvation.”

18She continued to do this formany days. But Paul became
greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I com-
mandyou in thenameof JesusChrist to comeoutofher!” And
it came out of her at once.

19But when her owners saw their hope of profit was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into themarket-
place before the authorities.

20 When they had brought them before the magistrates,
they said, “These men are throwing our city into confusion.
They are Jews

21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us to
accept or practice, since we are Romans.”

22 The crowd joined the attack against them, and the mag-
istrates tore the clothes off Paul and Silas and ordered them
to be beaten with rods.

23 After they had beaten them severely, they threw them
into prison and commanded the jailer to guard them se-
curely.

24 Receiving such orders, he threw them in the inner cell
and fastened their feet in the stocks.

25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the rest of the prisoners were listening to
them.

26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foun-
dations of the prisonwere shaken. Immediately all the doors
flew open, and the bonds of all the prisoners came loose.

27When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison
standing open, he drew his sword and was about to kill
himself, because he assumed the prisoners had escaped.

28But Paul called out loudly, “Do not harm yourself, for we
are all here!”

29 Calling for lights, the jailer rushed in and fell down
trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas.

30 Then he brought them outside and asked, “Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?”
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31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be
saved, you and your household.”

32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him, along with
all those whowere in his house.

33At that hour of the night he took them and washed their
wounds; then he and all his familywere baptized right away.

34 The jailer brought them into his house and set food
before them, and he rejoiced greatly that he had come to
believe in God, together with his entire household.

35 At daybreak the magistrates sent their police officers,
saying, “Release those men.”

36 The jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The
magistrates have sent orders to release you. So comeout now
and go in peace.”

37 But Paul said to the police officers, “They had us beaten
in public without a proper trial – even though we are Roman
citizens – and they threw us in prison. And now they want
to send us away secretly? Absolutely not! They themselves
must come and escort us out!”

38 The police officers reported these words to the magis-
trates. They were frightened when they heard Paul and Silas
were Roman citizens

39 and came and apologized to them. After they brought
them out, they asked them repeatedly to leave the city.

40When they came out of the prison, they entered Lydia’s
house, and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged
them and then departed.

17
1 After they traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia,

they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish syna-
gogue.

2Paul went to the Jews in the synagogue, as he customarily
did, and on three Sabbath days he addressed them from the
scriptures,

3explaininganddemonstrating that theChristhad to suffer
and to rise from the dead, saying, “This Jesus I am proclaim-
ing to you is the Christ.”

4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas,
along with a large group of God-fearing Greeks and quite a
few prominent women.

5But the Jewsbecame jealous, andgathering together some
worthless men from the rabble in the marketplace, they
formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. They attacked
Jason’s house, trying to find Paul and Silas to bring them out
to the assembly.
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6 When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and
some of the brothers before the city officials, screaming,
“These people who have stirred up trouble throughout the
world have come here too,

7 and Jason has welcomed them as guests! They are all
acting against Caesar’s decrees, saying there is another king
named Jesus!”

8 They caused confusion among the crowd and the city
officials who heard these things.

9After thecityofficialshadreceivedbail fromJasonand the
others, they released them.

Paul and Silas at Berea
10 The brothers sent Paul and Silas off to Berea at once,

during the night. When they arrived, theywent to the Jewish
synagogue.

11These Jews were more open-minded than those in Thes-
salonica, for they eagerly received the message, examining
the scriptures carefully every day to see if these things were
so.

12Thereforemany of thembelieved, alongwith quite a few
prominent Greek women andmen.

13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica heard that Paul
had also proclaimed the word of God in Berea, they came
there too, inciting and disturbing the crowds.

14Then thebrothers sent Paul away to the coast at once, but
Silas and Timothy remained in Berea.

15 Those who accompanied Paul escorted him as far as
Athens, and after receiving an order for Silas and Timothy to
come to him as soon as possible, they left.

Paul at Athens
16While Paulwaswaiting for them inAthens, his spiritwas

greatly upset because he saw the city was full of idols.
17 So he was addressing the Jews and the God-fearing

Gentiles in the synagogue, and in the marketplace every day
those who happened to be there.

18Also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were
conversingwith him, and somewere asking, “What does this
foolish babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a
proclaimer of foreign gods.” (They said this because he was
proclaiming thegoodnewsabout Jesusand the resurrection.)

19 So they took Paul and brought him to the Areopagus,
saying, “Maywe knowwhat this new teaching is that you are
proclaiming?

20 For you are bringing some surprising things to our ears,
so we want to knowwhat theymean.”
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21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there
used to spend their time in nothing else than telling or listen-
ing to something new.)

22 So Paul stood before the Areopagus and said, “Men of
Athens, I see that you are very religious in all respects.

23 For as I went around and observed closely your objects
of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: ‘To
an unknown god.’ Therefore what you worship without
knowing it, this I proclaim to you.

24 The God who made the world and everything in it, who
is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in templesmade by
human hands,

25 nor is he served by human hands, as if he needed any-
thing, because he himself gives life and breath and every-
thing to everyone.

26 From one man he made every nation of the human race
to inhabit the entire earth, determining their set times and
the fixed limits of the places where they would live,

27 so that they would search for God and perhaps grope
around for him and find him, though he is not far from each
one of us.

28 For in him we live and move about and exist, as even
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his off-
spring.’

29 So since we are God’s offspring, we should not think the
deity is like gold or silver or stone, an imagemade by human
skill and imagination.

30Therefore, althoughGodhas overlooked such times of ig-
norance, henowcommands all people everywhere to repent,

31 because he has set a day on which he is going to judge
the world in righteousness, by a man whom he designated,
having provided proof to everyone by raising him from the
dead.”

32 Now when they heard about the resurrection from the
dead, some began to scoff, but others said, “Wewill hear you
again about this.”

33 So Paul left the Areopagus.
34But some people joined him and believed. Among them

were Dionysius, who was a member of the Areopagus, a
woman named Damaris, and others with them.

18
1After this Paul departed from Athens
2 There he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus,

who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
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because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to depart from
Rome. Paul approached them,

3 and because he worked at the same trade, he stayed with
them and worked with them (for they were tentmakers by
trade).

4 He addressed both Jews and Greeks in the synagogue
every Sabbath, attempting to persuade them.

5 Now when Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia,
Paul became wholly absorbed with proclaiming the word,
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

6When they opposed him and reviled him, he protested by
shaking out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be on
your own heads! I am guiltless! From now on I will go to the
Gentiles!”

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went to the house of a
person named Titius Justus, a Gentile who worshiped God,
whose house was next door to the synagogue.

8 Crispus, the president of the synagogue, believed in the
Lord together with his entire household, and many of the
Corinthians who heard about it believed andwere baptized.

9 The Lord said to Paul by a vision in the night, “Do not be
afraid, but speak and do not be silent,

10 because I am with you, and no one will assault you to
harm you, because I havemany people in this city.”

11 So he stayed there a year and six months, teaching the
word of God among them.

Paul Before the Proconsul Gallio
12 Now while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews

attacked Paul together and brought him before the judgment
seat,

13 saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God
in a way contrary to the law!”

14But just asPaulwasabout to speak,Gallio said to the Jews,
“If it were amatter of some crime or serious piece of villainy,
I would have been justified in accepting the complaint of you
Jews,

15but since it concernspoints of disagreement aboutwords
and names and your own law, settle it yourselves. I will not
be a judge of these things!”

16Then he had them forced away from the judgment seat.
17 So they all seized Sosthenes, the president of the syna-

gogue, and began to beat him in front of the judgment seat.
Yet none of these things were of any concern to Gallio.

Paul Returns to Antioch in Syria
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18 Paul, after staying many more days in Corinth, said
farewell to the brothers and sailed away to Syria accom-
panied by Priscilla and Aquila. He had his hair cut off at
Cenchrea because he hadmade a vow.

19 When they reached Ephesus, Paul left Priscilla and
Aquila behind there, but he himself went into the synagogue
and addressed the Jews.

20 When they asked him to stay longer, he would not
consent,

21but said farewell to them and added, “I will come back to
you again if God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus,

22andwhen he arrived at Caesarea,
23 After he spent some time there, Paul left and went

through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all
the disciples.

Apollos Begins HisMinistry
24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, ar-

rived in Ephesus. He was an eloquent speaker, well-versed
in the scriptures.

25He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and with
great enthusiasm he spoke and taught accurately the facts
about Jesus, although he knew only the baptism of John.

26 He began to speak out fearlessly in the synagogue, but
whenPriscilla andAquilaheardhim, they tookhimasideand
explained the way of God to himmore accurately.

27When Apollos wanted to cross over to Achaia, the broth-
ers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome
him. When he arrived, he assisted greatly those who had
believed by grace,

28 for he refuted the Jews vigorously in public debate,
demonstrating from the scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

19
1 While Apollos was in Corinth, He found some disciples

there
2 and said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when

you believed?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard
that there is a Holy Spirit.”

3 So Paul said, “Into what then were you baptized?” “Into
John’s baptism,” they replied.

4 Paul said, “John baptized with a baptism of repentance,
telling the people to believe in the onewhowas to come after
him, that is, in Jesus.”

5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus,
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6 and when Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came upon them, and they began to speak in tongues and to
prophesy.

7 (Now there were about twelvemen in all.)
Paul Continues toMinister at Ephesus

8 So Paul entered the synagogue and spoke out fearlessly
for threemonths, addressing and convincing them about the
kingdom of God.

9 But when some were stubborn and refused to believe,
reviling the Way before the congregation, he left them and
took the discipleswith him, addressing themevery day in the
lecture hall of Tyrannus.

10 This went on for two years, so that all who lived in the
province ofAsia, both Jews andGreeks, heard thewordof the
Lord.

The Seven Sons of Sceva
11 God was performing extraordinary miracles by Paul’s

hands,
12 so that when even handkerchiefs or aprons that had

touched his body were brought to the sick, their diseases left
them and the evil spirits went out of them.

13 But some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to invoke the
name of the Lord Jesus over those who were possessed by
evil spirits, saying, “I sternly warn you by Jesus whom Paul
preaches.”

14 (Now seven sons of a man named Sceva, a Jewish high
priest, were doing this.)

15 But the evil spirit replied to them, “I know about Jesus
and I am acquainted with Paul, but who are you?”

16 Then the man who was possessed by the evil spirit
jumped on them and beat them all into submission. He
prevailed against them so that they fled from that house
naked andwounded.

17 This became known to all who lived in Ephesus, both
Jews and Greeks; fear came over them all, and the name of
the Lord Jesus was praised.

18Many of those who had believed came forward, confess-
ing andmaking their deeds known.

19 Large numbers of those who had practiced magic col-
lected their books and burned them up in the presence of
everyone. When the value of the books was added up, it was
found to total fifty thousand silver coins.

20 In this way the word of the Lord continued to grow in
power and to prevail.

ARiot in Ephesus
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21Now after all these things had taken place, Paul resolved
to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia.
He said, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”

22 So after sending two of his assistants, Timothy and Eras-
tus, to Macedonia, he himself stayed on for a while in the
province of Asia.

23 At that time a great disturbance took place concerning
theWay.

24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made
silver shrines of Artemis, brought a great deal of business to
the craftsmen.

25He gathered these together, along with the workmen in
similar trades, and said, “Men, you know that our prosperity
comes from this business.

26 And you see and hear that this Paul has persuaded
and turned away a large crowd, not only in Ephesus but in
practically all of the province of Asia, by saying that gods
made by hands are not gods at all.

27 There is danger not only that this business of ours will
come into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great
goddess Artemis will be regarded as nothing, and she whom
all the province of Asia and theworld worship will suffer the
loss of her greatness.”

28When they heard this they became enraged andbegan to
shout, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

29 The city was filled with the uproar, and the crowd
rushed to the theater together, dragging with them Gaius
and Aristarchus, theMacedonianswhowere Paul’s traveling
companions.

30But when Paul wanted to enter the public assembly, the
disciples would not let him.

31 Even some of the provincial authorities who were his
friends sent amessage to him, urging himnot to venture into
the theater.

32 So then some were shouting one thing, some another,
for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not
knowwhy they hadmet together.

33 Some of the crowd concluded it was about Alexander
because the Jews had pushed him to the front. Alexander,
gesturing with his hand, was wanting to make a defense
before the public assembly.

34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, they all
shouted in unison, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” for
about two hours.

35After the city secretary quieted the crowd, he said, “Men
of Ephesus, what person is there who does not know that the
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city of the Ephesians is the keeper of the temple of the great
Artemis and of her image that fell from heaven?

36 So because these facts are indisputable, you must keep
quiet and not do anything reckless.

37 For you have brought these men here who are neither
temple robbers nor blasphemers of our goddess.

38 If then Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him
have a complaint against someone, the courts are open and
there are proconsuls; let them bring charges against one
another there.

39 But if you want anything in addition, it will have to be
settled in a legal assembly.

40Forwe are in danger of being chargedwith rioting today,
since there is no cause we can give to explain this disorderly
gathering.”

41After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.

20
1 After the disturbance had ended, Paul sent for the disci-

ples, and after encouraging them and saying farewell, he left
to go to Macedonia.

2Afterhehadgone through those regionsandspokenmany
words of encouragement to the believers there, he came to
Greece,

3where he stayed for three months. Because the Jews had
made a plot against him as he was intending to sail for Syria,
he decided to return throughMacedonia.

4 Paul was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from
Berea, and Timothy, aswell as Tychicus and Trophimus from
the province of Asia.

5Thesehadgoneonaheadandwerewaiting forus inTroas.
6Wesailedaway fromPhilippi after thedaysofUnleavened

Bread, and within five days we came to the others in Troas,
where we stayed for seven days.

7On the first day of theweek, whenwemet to break bread,
Paul began to speak to thepeople, andbecausehe intended to
leave the next day, he extended his message until midnight.

8 (Now thereweremany lamps in the upstairs roomwhere
weweremeeting.)

9 A young man named Eutychus, who was sitting in the
window, was sinking into a deep sleep while Paul continued
to speak for a long time. Fast asleep, he fell down from the
third story and was picked up dead.

10 But Paul went down, threw himself on the young man,
put his arms around him, and said, “Do not be distressed, for
he is still alive!”
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11 Then Paul went back upstairs, and after he had broken
bread and eaten, he talkedwith thema long time, until dawn.
Then he left.

12 They took the boy home alive and were greatly com-
forted.

The Voyage toMiletus
13Wewent onahead to the ship andput out to sea forAssos,

intending to take Paul aboard there, for he had arranged it
this way. He himself was intending to go there by land.

14When he met us in Assos, we took him aboard and went
to Mitylene.

15 We set sail from there, and on the following day we
arrived off Chios. The next day we approached Samos, and
the day after that we arrived at Miletus.

16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus if possible, by
the day of Pentecost.

17 From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, telling the
elders of the church to come to him.

18 When they arrived, he said to them, “You yourselves
knowhowI lived thewhole time Iwaswithyou, from thefirst
day I set foot in the province of Asia,

19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears, and
with the trials that happened tomebecause of the plots of the
Jews.

20 You know that I did not hold back from proclaiming to
you anything that would be helpful, and from teaching you
publicly and from house to house,

21 testifying to both Jews and Greeks about repentance
toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.

22Andnow, compelledby theSpirit, I amgoing to Jerusalem
without knowing what will happen tome there,

23 except that the Holy Spirit warns me in town after town
that imprisonment and persecutions are waiting for me.

24 But I do not consider my life worth anything to myself,
so that I may finish my task and the ministry that I received
from theLord Jesus, to testify to the goodnews ofGod’s grace.

25 “And now I know that none of you among whom I went
around proclaiming the kingdomwill see me again.

26Therefore I declare to you today that I am innocent of the
blood of you all.

27For I didnotholdback fromannouncing to you thewhole
purpose of God.

28Watchout foryourselvesand forall theflockofwhich the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church
of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son.
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29 I know that after I am gone fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock.

30Even from among your own groupmenwill arise, teach-
ing perversions of the truth to draw the disciples away after
them.

31 Therefore be alert, remembering that night and day for
three years I did not stopwarning each one of youwith tears.

32And now I entrust you to God and to the message of his
grace. This message is able to build you up and give you an
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

33 I have desired no one’s silver or gold or clothing.
34You yourselves know that these hands of mine provided

for my needs and the needs of those whowere withme.
35By all these things, I have shown you that by working in

this waywemust help theweak, and remember thewords of
the Lord Jesus that he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’ ”

36When he had said these things, he knelt downwith them
all and prayed.

37 They all began to weep loudly, and hugged Paul and
kissed him,

38 especially saddened by what he had said, that they were
not going to see him again. Then they accompanied him to
the ship.

21
1Afterwe toreourselvesaway fromthem,weputout to sea,

and sailing a straight course, we came to Cos, on the next day
to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.

2We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went aboard,
and put out to sea.

3Afterwe sightedCyprusand left it behindonourport side,
we sailed on to Syria and put in at Tyre, because the shipwas
to unload its cargo there.

4Afterwe located the disciples, we stayed there sevendays.
They repeatedly told Paul through the Spirit not to set foot in
Jerusalem.

5 When our time was over, we left and went on our way.
All of them, with their wives and children, accompanied us
outside of the city. After kneeling down on the beach and
praying,

6we said farewell to one another. Thenwewent aboard the
ship, and they returned to their own homes.

7We continued the voyage from Tyre and arrived at Ptole-
mais, andwhenwe had greeted the brothers, we stayedwith
them for one day.
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8On thenext daywe left and came toCaesarea, andentered
the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven,
and stayed with him.

9 (He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied.)
10Whileweremained there foranumberofdays, aprophet

named Agabus came down from Judea.
11He came to us, took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and

feet with it, and said, “The Holy Spirit says this: ‘This is the
way the Jews in Jerusalemwill tie up themanwhose belt this
is, and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’ ”

12Whenweheard this, bothweand the local people begged
him not to go up to Jerusalem.

13 Then Paul replied, “What are you doing, weeping and
breakingmy heart? For I am ready not only to be tied up, but
even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

14 Because he could not be persuaded, we said no more
except, “The Lord’s will be done.”

15 After these days we got ready and started up to
Jerusalem.

16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea came along with
us too, and brought us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, a
disciple from the earliest times, with whomwewere to stay.

17When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed
us gladly.

18 The next day Paul went in with us to see James, and all
the elders were there.

19 When Paul had greeted them, he began to explain in
detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his
ministry.

20When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said
to him, “You see, brother, howmany thousands of Jews there
are who have believed, and they are all ardent observers of
the law.

21 They have been informed about you – that you teach all
the Jews now living among the Gentiles to abandon Moses,
telling themnot to circumcise their childrenor live according
to our customs.

22What then should we do? They will no doubt hear that
you have come.

23 So do what we tell you: We have four men who have
taken a vow;

24 take them and purify yourself along with them and pay
their expenses, so that they may have their heads shaved.
Then everyone will know there is nothing in what they have
been told about you, but that you yourself live in conformity
with the law.
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25 But regarding the Gentiles who have believed, we have
written a letter, having decided that they should avoid meat
that has been sacrificed to idols and blood andwhat has been
strangled and sexual immorality.”

26 Then Paul took the men the next day, and after he had
purified himself along with them, he went to the temple and
gave notice of the completion of the days of purification,
when the sacrifice would be offered for each of them.

27When the sevendayswere almost over, the Jews from the
province of Asiawho had seen him in the temple area stirred
up the whole crowd and seized him,

28 shouting, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who
teaches everyone everywhere against our people, our law,
and this sanctuary! Furthermore he has brought Greeks
into the inner courts of the temple and made this holy place
ritually unclean!”

29 (For they had seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city
withhimpreviously, and theyassumedPaulhadbroughthim
into the inner temple courts.)

30 The whole city was stirred up, and the people rushed
together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple
courts, and immediately the doors were shut.

31While theywere trying to kill him, a reportwas sent up to
the commanding officer of the cohort that all Jerusalem was
in confusion.

32 He immediately took soldiers and centurions and ran
down to the crowd. When they saw the commanding officer
and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.

33Then the commanding officer came up and arrested him
and ordered him to be tied upwith two chains; he then asked
who he was andwhat he had done.

34 But some in the crowd shouted one thing, and others
something else, and when the commanding officer was un-
able to find out the truth because of the disturbance, he
ordered Paul to be brought into the barracks.

35When he came to the steps, Paul had to be carried by the
soldiers because of the violence of themob,

36 for a crowd of people followed them, screaming, “Away
with him!”

37AsPaulwasabout tobebrought into thebarracks, he said
to the commandingofficer, “May I say something toyou?” The
officer replied, “Do you know Greek?

38 Then you’re not that Egyptian who started a rebellion
and led the four thousand men of the ‘Assassins’ into the
wilderness some time ago?”

39 Paul answered, “I am a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia, a



Acts 21:40 263 Acts 22:15

citizen of an important city. Please allow me to speak to the
people.”

40 When the commanding officer had given him permis-
sion, Paul stood on the steps and gestured to the people with
his hand. When they had become silent, he addressed them
in Aramaic,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to my defense that I now

make to you.”
2 (When they heard that he was addressing them in Ara-

maic, they became even quieter.) Then Paul said,
3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in

this city, educated with strictness under Gamaliel according
to the lawof our ancestors, andwas zealous forGod just as all
of you are today.

4 I persecuted this Way even to the point of death, tying up
bothmen andwomen and putting them in prison,

5 as both the high priest and the whole council of elders
can testify about me. From them I also received letters to the
brothers in Damascus, and I was on my way to make arrests
there and bring the prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished.

6As I was en route and near Damascus, about noon a very
bright light from heaven suddenly flashed aroundme.

7 Then I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecutingme?’

8 I answered, ‘Whoareyou, Lord?’ Hesaid tome, ‘I am Jesus
the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.’

9 Those who were with me saw the light, but did not
understand the voice of the one whowas speaking to me.

10 So I asked, ‘What should I do, Lord?’ The Lord said to
me, ‘Get up and go to Damascus; there you will be told about
everything that you have been designated to do.’

11Since I couldnot seebecauseof thebrillianceof that light,
I came to Damascus led by the hand of those who were with
me.

12 A man named Ananias, a devout man according to the
law, well spoken of by all the Jews who live there,

13 came tome and stood besideme and said tome, ‘Brother
Saul, regain your sight!’ And at that verymoment I looked up
and saw him.

14 Then he said, ‘The God of our ancestors has already
chosen you to know his will, to see the Righteous One, and
to hear a command from his mouth,

15because you will be his witness to all people of what you
have seen and heard.
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16And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized,
and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.’

17 When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the
temple, I fell into a trance

18 and saw the Lord saying to me, ‘Hurry and get out of
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testi-
mony about me.’

19 I replied, ‘Lord, they themselves know that I imprisoned
and beat those in the various synagogues who believed in
you.

20And when the blood of your witness Stephen was shed,
I myself was standing nearby, approving, and guarding the
cloaks of those whowere killing him.’

21Then he said tome, ‘Go, because I will send you far away
to the Gentiles.’ ”

The Roman Commander Questions Paul
22 The crowd was listening to him until he said this. Then

they raised their voices and shouted, “Away with this man
from the earth! For he should not be allowed to live!”

23While theywere screaming and throwing off their cloaks
and tossing dust in the air,

24 the commanding officer ordered Paul to be brought back
into thebarracks. He told them to interrogate Paul bybeating
himwith a lash so that he could find out the reason the crowd
was shouting at Paul in this way.

25When they had stretched him out for the lash, Paul said
to the centurion standing nearby, “Is it legal for you to lash a
manwho is a Roman citizen without a proper trial?”

26When the centurionheard this, hewent to the command-
ing officer and reported it, saying, “What are you about to do?
For this man is a Roman citizen.”

27 So the commanding officer came and asked Paul, “Tell
me, are you a Roman citizen?” He replied, “Yes.”

28 The commanding officer answered, “I acquired this citi-
zenship with a large sum of money.” “But I was even born a
citizen,” Paul replied.

29 Then those who were about to interrogate him stayed
away from him, and the commanding officer was frightened
when he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he
had had him tied up.

Paul Before the Sanhedrin
30 The next day, because the commanding officer wanted

to know the true reason Paul was being accused by the Jews,
he released him and ordered the chief priests and the whole
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council to assemble. He thenbrought Paul downandhadhim
stand before them.

23
1 Paul looked directly at the council and said, “Brothers, I

have lived my life with a clear conscience before God to this
day.”

2 At that the high priest Ananias ordered those standing
near Paul to strike him on themouth.

3 Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed wall! Do you sit there judging me according
to the law, and in violation of the law you order me to be
struck?”

4 Those standing near him said, “Do you dare insult God’s
high priest?”

5 Paul replied, “I did not realize, brothers, that he was the
high priest, for it is written, ‘ You must not speak evil about a
ruler of your people.’ ”

6ThenwhenPaulnoticed that part of themwereSadducees
and the others Pharisees, he shouted out in the council,
“Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on trial
concerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead!”

7When he said this, an argument began between the Phar-
isees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided.

8 (For the Sadducees say there is no resurrection, or angel,
or spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.)

9 There was a great commotion, and some experts in the
law from the party of the Pharisees stood up and protested
strongly, “We find nothing wrong with this man. What if a
spirit or an angel has spoken to him?”

10 When the argument became so great the commanding
officer feared that they would tear Paul to pieces, he ordered
the detachment to go down, take him away from them by
force, and bring him into the barracks.

11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said,
“Have courage, for just as you have testified about me in
Jerusalem, so youmust also testify in Rome.”

The Plot to Kill Paul
12Whenmorning came, the Jews formed a conspiracy and

bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink anything
until they had killed Paul.

13 There were more than forty of them who formed this
conspiracy.

14 They went to the chief priests and the elders and said,
“Wehave bound ourselves with a solemn oath not to partake
of anything until we have killed Paul.
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15 So now you and the council request the commanding
officer to bring him down to you, as if you were going to
determine his case by conducting a more thorough inquiry.
We are ready to kill him before he comes near this place.”

16Butwhen thesonofPaul’s sisterheardabout theambush,
he came and entered the barracks and told Paul.

17 Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take this
young man to the commanding officer, for he has something
to report to him.”

18 So the centurion took him and brought him to the com-
manding officer and said, “The prisoner Paul called me and
asked me to bring this young man to you because he has
something to tell you.”

19The commandingofficer tookhimby thehand,withdrew
privately, and asked, “What is it that you want to report to
me?”

20 He replied, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring
Paul down to the council tomorrow, as if they were going to
inquire more thoroughly about him.

21So do not let them persuade you to do this, becausemore
than forty of them are lying in ambush for him. They have
bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink anything
until they have killed him, and now they are ready, waiting
for you to agree to their request.”

22Then the commanding officer sent the youngman away,
directing him, “Tell no one that you have reported these
things to me.”

23 Then he summoned two of the centurions and said,
“Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea along
with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen by nine
o’clock tonight,

24 and provide mounts for Paul to ride so that he may be
brought safely to Felix the governor.”

25Hewrote a letter that went like this:
26 Claudius Lysias to His Excellency Governor Felix,

greetings.
27 This man was seized by the Jews and they were about

to kill him,when I came upwith the detachment and rescued
him, because I had learned that he was a Roman citizen.

28 Since I wanted to know what charge they were accus-
ing him of, I brought him down to their council.

29 I found he was accused with reference to controver-
sial questions about their law, but no charge against him
deserved death or imprisonment.

30When Iwas informed therewouldbeaplot against this
man, I sent him to you at once, also ordering his accusers to
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state their charges against him before you.
31So the soldiers, inaccordancewith their orders, tookPaul

and brought him to Antipatris during the night.
32 The next day they let the horsemen go on with him, and

they returned to the barracks.
33When the horsemen came to Caesarea and delivered the

letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him.
34 When the governor had read the letter, he asked what

province he was from. When he learned that he was from
Cilicia,

35 he said, “I will give you a hearing when your accusers
arrive too.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept under guard
in Herod’s palace.

24
1 After five days the high priest Ananias came down with

some elders and an attorney named Tertullus, and they
brought formal charges against Paul to the governor.

2When Paul had been summoned, Tertullus began to ac-
cuse him, saying, “We have experienced a lengthy time of
peace through your rule, and reforms are beingmade in this
nation through your foresight.

3 Most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this everywhere
and in every way with all gratitude.

4 But so that I may not delay you any further, I beg you to
hear us briefly with your customary graciousness.

5Forwehave found thisman tobea troublemaker, onewho
stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world, and a
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.

6He even tried to desecrate the temple, sowe arrested him.
7 *
8 When you examine him yourself, you will be able to

learn from him about all these things we are accusing him of
doing.”

9 The Jews also joined in the verbal attack, claiming that
these things were true.

Paul’s Defense Before Felix
10 When the governor gestured for him to speak, Paul

replied, “Because I know that you have been a judge over this
nation for many years, I confidently makemy defense.

11As you can verify for yourself, notmore than twelve days
ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship.

* 24:7 [[EMPTY]]
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12 They did not find me arguing with anyone or stirring
up a crowd in the temple courts or in the synagogues or
throughout the city,

13nor can theyprove to you the things theyare accusingme
of doing.

14 But I confess this to you, that I worship the God of
our ancestors according to the Way (which they call a sect),
believing everything that is according to the law and that is
written in the prophets.

15 I have a hope in God (a hope that these men themselves
accept too) that there is going to be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the unrighteous.

16 This is the reason I do my best to always have a clear
conscience toward God and toward people.

17After several years I came to bring to my people gifts for
the poor and to present offerings,

18 which I was doing when they found me in the temple,
ritually purified, without a crowd or a disturbance.

19 But there are some Jews from the province of Asia who
should be here before you and bring charges, if they have
anything against me.

20Or thesemen here should tell what crime they foundme
guilty of when I stood before the council,

21 other than this one thing I shouted out while I stood
before them: ‘I am on trial before you today concerning the
resurrection of the dead.’ ”

22ThenFelix,whounderstood the facts concerning theWay
more accurately, adjourned their hearing, saying, “When
Lysias the commanding officer comes down, I will decide
your case.”

23 He ordered the centurion to guard Paul, but to let him
have some freedom, and not to prevent any of his friends
frommeeting his needs.

Paul Speaks Repeatedly to Felix
24 Some days later, when Felix arrived with his wife

Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him
speak about faith in Christ Jesus.

25 While Paul was discussing righteousness, self-control,
and the coming judgment, Felix became frightened and said,
“Go away for now, and when I have an opportunity, I will
send for you.”

26At the same timehewas also hoping that Paulwould give
him money, and for this reason he sent for Paul as often as
possible and talked with him.
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27 After two years had passed, Porcius Festus succeeded
Felix, and because he wanted to do the Jews a favor, Felix left
Paul in prison.

25
Paul Appeals to Caesar

1 Now three days after Festus arrived in the province, he
went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea.

2 So the chief priests and the most prominent men of the
Jews brought formal charges against Paul to him.

3 Requesting him to do them a favor against Paul, they
urged Festus to summon him to Jerusalem, planning an
ambush to kill him along the way.

4Then Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea,
and he himself intended to go there shortly.

5“So,”he said, “let your leaders godown therewithme, and
if thismanhas done anythingwrong, theymaybring charges
against him.”

6 After Festus had stayed not more than eight or ten days
among them, he went down to Caesarea, and the next day he
sat on the judgment seat and ordered Paul to be brought.

7 When he arrived, the Jews who had come down from
Jerusalem stood around him, bringingmany serious charges
that they were not able to prove.

8 Paul said in his defense, “I have committed no offense
against the Jewish law or against the temple or against Cae-
sar.”

9ButFestus,wanting todo the Jewsa favor, askedPaul, “Are
youwilling to goup to Jerusalemandbe triedbeforeme there
on these charges?”

10 Paul replied, “I am standing before Caesar’s judgment
seat, where I should be tried. I have done nothing wrong to
the Jews, as you also know very well.

11 If then I am in the wrong and have done anything that
deserves death, I amnot trying to escape dying, but if not one
of their charges against me is true, no one can handme over
to them. I appeal to Caesar!”

12 Then, after conferring with his council, Festus replied,
“You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you will go!”

Festus Asks King Agrippa for Advice
13After several days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice

arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus.
14 While they were staying there many days, Festus ex-

plained Paul’s case to the king to get his opinion, saying,
“There is a man left here as a prisoner by Felix.
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15When Iwas in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders
of the Jews informed me about him, asking for a sentence of
condemnation against him.

16 I answered themthat itwasnot the customof theRomans
to hand over anyone before the accused hadmet his accusers
face to face and had been given an opportunity to make a
defense against the accusation.

17So after they came back herewithme, I did not postpone
the case, but the next day I sat on the judgment seat and
ordered theman to be brought.

18Whenhisaccusers stoodup, theydidnot chargehimwith
any of the evil deeds I had suspected.

19Rather they had several points of disagreementwith him
about their own religion and about a man named Jesus who
was dead, whom Paul claimed to be alive.

20 Because I was at a loss how I could investigate these
matters, I asked if he were willing to go to Jerusalem and be
tried there on these charges.

21 But when Paul appealed to be kept in custody for the
decision of HisMajesty the Emperor, I ordered him to be kept
under guard until I could send him to Caesar.”

22Agrippa said to Festus, “I would also like to hear theman
myself.” “Tomorrow,” he replied, “you will hear him.”

Paul Before King Agrippa and Bernice
23 So the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great

pomp and entered the audience hall, along with the senior
military officers and the prominent men of the city. When
Festus gave the order, Paul was brought in.

24 Then Festus said, “King Agrippa, and all you who are
presentherewithus, you see thismanaboutwhomtheentire
Jewish populace petitioned me both in Jerusalem and here,
shouting loudly that he ought not to live any longer.

25But I found thathehaddonenothing thatdeserveddeath,
and when he appealed to His Majesty the Emperor, I decided
to send him.

26But I have nothing definite towrite tomy lord about him.
Therefore I have brought him before you all, and especially
before you, King Agrippa, so that after this preliminary hear-
ing I may have something to write.

27 For it seems unreasonable to me to send a prisoner
without clearly indicating the charges against him.”

26
1SoAgrippa said to Paul, “Youhave permission to speak for

yourself.” ThenPaulheldouthishandandbeganhisdefense:
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2 “Regarding all the things I have been accused of by the
Jews, King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate that I am
about to makemy defense before you today,

3 because you are especially familiar with all the customs
and controversial issues of the Jews. Therefore I ask you to
listen to me patiently.

4 Now all the Jews know the way I lived from my youth,
spending my life from the beginning among my own people
and in Jerusalem.

5They know, because they have knownme from time past,
if they are willing to testify, that according to the strictest
party of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee.

6And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the
promise made by God to our ancestors,

7 a promise that our twelve tribes hope to attain as they
earnestly serve God night and day. Concerning this hope the
Jews are accusingme, YourMajesty!

8Whydoyoupeople think it is unbelievable that God raises
the dead?

9Of course, Imyself was convinced that it was necessary to
domany things hostile to the name of Jesus the Nazarene.

10And that iswhat I did in Jerusalem: Not only did I lock up
many of the saints in prisons by the authority I received from
the chief priests, but I also cast my vote against them when
they were sentenced to death.

11 I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to
force them to blaspheme. Because Iwas so furiously enraged
at them, I went to persecute them even in foreign cities.

12 “While doing this very thing, as I was going to Damascus
with authority and complete power from the chief priests,

13 about noon along the road, Your Majesty, I saw a light
from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining everywhere
aroundme and those traveling withme.

14 When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice
saying tome in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me? You are hurting yourself by kicking against the goads.’

15So I said, ‘Whoare you, Lord?’ And theLord replied, ‘I am
Jesus whom you are persecuting.

16But get up and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to
you for this reason, to designate you in advance as a servant
and witness to the things you have seen and to the things in
which I will appear to you.

17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the
Gentiles, to whom I am sending you
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18 to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to
light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and a share among those who are
sanctified by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision,

20 but I declared to those in Damascus first, and then to
those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles,
that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds
consistent with repentance.

21 For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple courts
and were trying to kill me.

22 I have experienced help from God to this day, and so I
stand testifying to both small and great, saying nothing ex-
cept what the prophets andMoses said was going to happen:

23 that the Christ was to suffer and be the first to rise from
the dead, to proclaim light both to our people and to the
Gentiles.”

24 As Paul was saying these things in his defense, Festus
exclaimed loudly, “You have lost yourmind, Paul! Your great
learning is driving you insane!”

25But Paul replied, “I have not lostmymind,most excellent
Festus, but am speaking true and rational words.

26For the king knows about these things, and I amspeaking
freely tohim,because I cannotbelieve thatanyof these things
has escaped his notice, for this was not done in a corner.

27Do you believe the prophets, King Agrippa? I know that
you believe.”

28 Agrippa said to Paul, “In such a short time are you
persuadingme to become a Christian?”

29 Paul replied, “I pray to God that whether in a short or a
long time not only you but also all those who are listening to
me today couldbecome suchas I am, except for these chains.”

30 So the king got up, and with him the governor and
Bernice and those sitting with them,

31 and as they were leaving they said to one another, “This
man is not doing anything deserving death or imprison-
ment.”

32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been re-
leased if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

27
1When it was decided we would sail to Italy, they handed

over Paul and some other prisoners to a centurion of the
Augustan Cohort named Julius.
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2 We went on board a ship from Adramyttium that was
about to sail to various ports along the coast of the province
of Asia and put out to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a
Macedonian from Thessalonica.

3 The next day we put in at Sidon, and Julius, treating Paul
kindly, allowed him to go to his friends so they could provide
himwith what he needed.

4 From there we put out to sea and sailed under the lee of
Cyprus because the winds were against us.

5 After we had sailed across the open sea off Cilicia and
Pamphylia, we put in at Myra in Lycia.

6There the centurion found a ship fromAlexandria sailing
for Italy, and he put us aboard it.

7Wesailed slowly formanydaysandarrivedwithdifficulty
off Cnidus. Because the wind prevented us from going any
farther, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone.

8Withdifficultywe sailed along the coast of Crete and came
to a place called Fair Havens thatwas near the town of Lasea.

Caught in a Violent Storm
9 Since considerable time had passed and the voyage was

now dangerous because the fast was already over, Paul ad-
vised them,

10 “Men, I can see the voyage is going to end in disaster and
great loss not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our
lives.”

11 But the centurion was more convinced by the captain
and the ship’s owner than by what Paul said.

12Because the harbor was not suitable to spend the winter
in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there. They
hoped that somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of
Crete facing southwest and northwest, and spend the winter
there.

13When a gentle south wind sprang up, they thought they
could carry out their purpose, so they weighed anchor and
sailed close along the coast of Crete.

14 Not long after this, a hurricane-force wind called the
northeaster blew down from the island.

15When the ship was caught in it and could not head into
the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along.

16Aswe ranunder the lee of a small island calledCauda,we
were able with difficulty to get the ship’s boat under control.

17After the crew had hoisted it aboard, they used supports
toundergird the ship. Fearing theywould runagroundon the
Syrtis, they lowered theseaanchor, thus letting themselvesbe
driven along.
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18The next day, because we were violently battered by the
storm, they began throwing the cargo overboard,

19andon the thirdday they threwthe ship’s gearoverboard
with their own hands.

20When neither sun nor stars appeared formany days and
a violent storm continued to batter us, we finally abandoned
all hope of being saved.

21 Since many of them had no desire to eat, Paul stood up
among them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me
and not put out to sea from Crete, thus avoiding this damage
and loss.

22And now I advise you to keep up your courage, for there
will be no loss of life among you, but only the shipwill be lost.

23 For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and
whom I serve came tome

24 and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul! You must stand before
Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the safety of all
who are sailing with you.’

25Therefore keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in
God that it will be just as I have been told.

26But wemust run aground on some island.”
27 When the fourteenth night had come, while we were

being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the
sailors suspected they were approaching some land.

28 They took soundings and found the water was twenty
fathoms deep; when they had sailed a little farther they took
soundings again and found it was fifteen fathoms deep.

29Because theywere afraid that wewould run aground on
the rocky coast, they threw out four anchors from the stern
andwished for day to appear.

30 Then when the sailors tried to escape from the ship and
were lowering the ship’s boat into the sea, pretending that
they were going to put out anchors from the bow,

31Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these
men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.”

32 Then the soldiers cut the ropes of the ship’s boat and let
it drift away.

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take
some food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day you have
been in suspenseandhavegonewithout food; youhaveeaten
nothing.

34Therefore I urge you to take some food, for this is impor-
tant for your survival. For not one of youwill lose a hair from
his head.”

35Afterhe said this, Paul tookbreadandgave thanks toGod
in front of them all, broke it, and began to eat.
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36 So all of them were encouraged and took food them-
selves.

37 (We were in all two hundred seventy-six persons on the
ship.)

38When they had eaten enough to be satisfied, they light-
ened the ship by throwing the wheat into the sea.

Paul is Shipwrecked
39Whenday came, theydidnot recognize the land, but they

noticed a bay with a beach, where they decided to run the
ship aground if they could.

40 So they slipped the anchors and left them in the sea, at
the same time loosening the linkage that bound the steering
oars together. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and
steered toward the beach.

41 But they encountered a patch of crosscurrents and ran
the ship aground; the bow stuck fast and could not bemoved,
but the stern was being broken up by the force of the waves.

42 Now the soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners so that
none of themwould escape by swimming away.

43But the centurion, wanting to save Paul’s life, prevented
them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who
could swim to jump overboard first and get to land,

44and the rest were to follow, some on planks and some on
pieces of the ship. And in this way all were brought safely to
land.

28
1 After we had safely reached shore, we learned that the

island was calledMalta.
2The local inhabitants showed us extraordinary kindness,

for theybuilt afireandwelcomedusall because it had started
to rain and was cold.

3When Paul had gathered a bundle of brushwood andwas
putting it on thefire, a viper cameout because of the heat and
fastened itself on his hand.

4 When the local people saw the creature hanging from
Paul’s hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man is
a murderer! Although he has escaped from the sea, Justice
herself has not allowed him to live!”

5 However, Paul shook the creature off into the fire and
suffered no harm.

6But they were expecting that he was going to swell up or
suddenly dropdead. So after they hadwaited a long time and
had seen nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their
minds and said he was a god.
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7Now in the regionaround that placewerefields belonging
to the chief official of the island, named Publius, who wel-
comed us and entertained us hospitably as guests for three
days.

8The father of Publius lay sick in bed, suffering from fever
and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and after praying,
placed his hands on him and healed him.

9After this had happened,many of the people on the island
whowere sick also came andwere healed.

10 They also bestowed many honors, and when we were
preparing to sail, they gave us all the supplies we needed.

Paul Finally Reaches Rome
11After three months we put out to sea in an Alexandrian

ship that had wintered at the island and had the “Heavenly
Twins” as its figurehead.

12We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days.
13From therewe cast off and arrived at Rhegium, and after

one day a south wind sprang up and on the second day we
came to Puteoli.

14 There we found some brothers and were invited to stay
with them seven days. And in this way we came to Rome.

15 The brothers from there, when they heard about us,
cameas faras theForumofAppiusandThreeTaverns tomeet
us. When he saw them, Paul thanked God and took courage.

16 When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by
himself, with the soldier whowas guarding him.

Paul Addresses the Jewish Community in Rome
17 After three days Paul called the local Jewish leaders

together. When they had assembled, he said to them, “Broth-
ers, although I had done nothing against our people or the
customs of our ancestors, from Jerusalem I was handed over
as a prisoner to the Romans.

18 When they had heard my case, they wanted to release
me, because there was no basis for a death sentence against
me.

19 But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to
Caesar – not that I had some charge to bring against my own
people.

20So for this reason I have asked to see you and speakwith
you, for I am bound with this chain because of the hope of
Israel.”

21 They replied, “We have received no letters from Judea
about you, nor have any of the brothers come from there and
reported or said anything bad about you.



Acts 28:22 277 Acts 28:31

22 But we would like to hear from you what you think, for
regarding this sect we know that people everywhere speak
against it.”

23 They set a day to meet with him, and they came to
him where he was staying in even greater numbers. From
morninguntil eveninghe explained things to them, testifying
about the kingdomof God and trying to convince them about
Jesus from both the law of Moses and the prophets.

24Somewere convincedbywhathe said, but others refused
to believe.

25 So they began to leave, unable to agree among them-
selves, after Paul made one last statement: “The Holy Spirit
spoke rightly to your ancestors through the prophet Isaiah

26when he said,
‘Go to this people and say,
“ Youwill keep on hearing, but will never understand,
and youwill keep on looking, but will never perceive.
27 For the heart of this people has become dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understandwith their heart
and turn, and I would heal them.” ’

28 “Therefore be advised that this salvation from God has
been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen!”

29 *
30 Paul lived there two whole years in his own rented

quarters and welcomed all who came to him,
31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about

the Lord Jesus Christ with complete boldness and without
restriction.

* 28:29 [[EMPTY]]
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Romans
Salutation

1 From Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle,
set apart for the gospel of God.

2This gospel hepromisedbeforehand throughhisprophets
in the holy scriptures,

3 concerning his Son who was a descendant of David with
reference to the flesh,

4whowas appointed the Son-of-God-in-power according to
theHoly Spirit by the resurrection from thedead, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

5Through himwe have received grace and our apostleship
to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
on behalf of his name.

6You also are among them, called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7 To all those loved by God in Rome, called to be saints:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
8 First of all, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of

you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the whole
world.

9ForGod,whomI serve inmyspirit bypreaching thegospel
of his Son, is mywitness that I continually remember you

10 and I always ask in my prayers, if perhaps now at last I
may succeed in visiting you according to the will of God.

11 For I long to see you, so that I may impart to you some
spiritual gift to strengthen you,

12 that is, that we may be mutually comforted by one
another’s faith, both yours andmine.

13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
that I often intended to come to you (andwas prevented until
now), so that I may have some fruit even among you, just as I
already have among the rest of the Gentiles.

14 I am a debtor both to the Greeks and to the barbarians,
both to the wise and to the foolish.

15Thus I am eager also to preach the gospel to youwho are
in Rome.

The Power of the Gospel
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s power

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek.
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17 For the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel
from faith to faith, just as it is written, “ The righteous by faith
will live.”

The Condemnation of the Unrighteous
18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all

ungodliness andunrighteousnessofpeoplewhosuppress the
truth by their unrighteousness,

19 because what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has made it plain to them.

20For since the creationof theworldhis invisible attributes
– his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly
seen, because they are understood through what has been
made. So people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they did not glorify him
as God or give him thanks, but they became futile in their
thoughts and their senseless hearts were darkened.

22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for an

image resembling mortal human beings or birds or four-
footed animals or reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the desires of their
hearts to impurity, to dishonor their bodies among them-
selves.

25They exchanged the truth of God for a lie andworshiped
and served the creation rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them over to dishonorable
passions. For their women exchanged the natural sexual
relations for unnatural ones,

27 and likewise the men also abandoned natural relations
with women andwere inflamed in their passions for one an-
other. Men committed shameless actswithmen and received
in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God
gave themover to a depravedmind, to dowhat should not be
done.

29 They are filled with every kind of unrighteousness,
wickedness, covetousness, malice. They are rife with envy,
murder, strife, deceit, hostility. They are gossips,

30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful,
contrivers of all sorts of evil, disobedient to parents,

31 senseless, covenant-breakers, heartless, ruthless.
32 Although they fully know God’s righteous decree that

those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only
do them but also approve of those who practice them.
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2
1 Therefore you are without excuse, whoever you are,

when you judge someone else. For on whatever grounds
you judge another, you condemn yourself, because you who
judge practice the same things.

2Nowwe know that God’s judgment is in accordance with
truth against those who practice such things.

3Anddoyou think,whoever you are,whenyou judge those
who practice such things and yet do them yourself, that you
will escape God’s judgment?

4Or do you have contempt for the wealth of his kindness,
forbearance, and patience, and yet do not know that God’s
kindness leads you to repentance?

5But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant
heart, you are storing up wrath for yourselves in the day of
wrath, when God’s righteous judgment is revealed!

6He will reward each one according to his works:
7 eternal life to those who by perseverance in good works

seek glory and honor and immortality,
8but wrath and anger to those who live in selfish ambition

and do not obey the truth but follow unrighteousness.
9Therewill be afflictionanddistress on everyonewhodoes

evil, on the Jew first and also the Greek,
10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does

good, for the Jew first and also the Greek.
11For there is no partiality with God.
12 For all who have sinned apart from the law will also

perish apart from the law, and allwhohave sinned under the
lawwill be judged by the law.

13For it is not thosewhohear the lawwhoare righteous be-
foreGod, but thosewhodo the lawwill bedeclared righteous.

14 For whenever the Gentiles, who do not have the law, do
by nature the things required by the law, these who do not
have the law are a law to themselves.

15 They show that the work of the law is written in their
hearts, as their consciencebearswitness and their conflicting
thoughts accuse or else defend them,

16 on the day when God will judge the secrets of human
hearts, according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.

The Condemnation of the Jew
17But if youcall yourself a Jewandrelyon the lawandboast

of your relationship to God
18 and know his will and approve the superior things be-

cause you receive instruction from the law,
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19and if you are convinced that you yourself are a guide to
the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,

20 an educator of the senseless, a teacher of little children,
because you have in the law the essential features of knowl-
edge and of the truth –

21 therefore you who teach someone else, do you not teach
yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal?

22 You who tell others not to commit adultery, do you
commit adultery? Youwho abhor idols, do you rob temples?

23You who boast in the law dishonor God by transgressing
the law!

24 For just as it is written, “ the name of God is being blas-
phemed among the Gentiles because of you.”

25 For circumcision has its value if you practice the law,
but if you break the law, your circumcision has become
uncircumcision.

26Therefore if the uncircumcisedman obeys the righteous
requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be
regarded as circumcision?

27 And will not the physically uncircumcised man who
keeps the law judge you who, despite the written code and
circumcision, transgress the law?

28 For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is
circumcision something that is outward in the flesh,

29but someone is a Jewwho is one inwardly, and circumci-
sion is of the heart by the Spirit and not by the written code.
This person’s praise is not from people but from God.

3
1 Therefore what advantage does the Jew have, or what is

the value of circumcision?
2Actually, there are many advantages. First of all, the Jews

were entrusted with the oracles of God.
3What then? If some did not believe, does their unbelief

nullify the faithfulness of God?
4Absolutely not! Let God be proven true, and every human

being shown up as a liar, just as it is written: “ so that you
will be justified in your words and will prevail when
youare judged.”

5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteous-
ness of God, what shall we say? The God who inflicts wrath
is not unrighteous, is he? (I am speaking in human terms.)

6 Absolutely not! For otherwise how could God judge the
world?

7 For if by my lie the truth of God enhances his glory, why
am I still actually being judged as a sinner?
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8 And why not say, “Let us do evil so that good may come
of it”? – as some who slander us allege that we say. (Their
condemnation is deserved!)

The Condemnation of theWorld
9What then? Are we better off? Certainly not, for we have

already charged that Jews and Greeks alike are all under sin,
10 just as it is written:

“ There is no one righteous, not even one,
11 there is no onewhounderstands,
there is no onewho seeksGod.
12 All have turnedaway,
together they have becomeworthless;
there is no onewho shows kindness, not even one.”
13 “ Their throats are open graves,
they deceivewith their tongues,
the poison of asps is under their lips.”
14 “ Theirmouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood,
16 ruin andmisery are in their paths,
17 and theway of peace they have not known.”
18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19Nowwe know thatwhatever the law says, it says to those
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced
and the whole world may be held accountable to God.

20 For no one is declared righteous before him by the works
of the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God
(which is attested by the law and the prophets) has been
disclosed –

22 namely, the righteousness of God through the faithful-
ness of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction,

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
24 But they are justified freely by his grace through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
25 God publicly displayed him at his death as the mercy

seat accessible through faith. This was to demonstrate his
righteousness, because God in his forbearance had passed
over the sins previously committed.

26 This was also to demonstrate his righteousness in the
present time, so that he would be just and the justifier of the
one who lives because of Jesus’ faithfulness.

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded! By what
principle? Of works? No, but by the principle of faith!
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28 For we consider that a person is declared righteous by
faith apart from the works of the law.

29Or is God the God of the Jews only? Is he not the God of
the Gentiles too? Yes, of the Gentiles too!

30 Since God is one, he will justify the circumcised by faith
and the uncircumcised through faith.

31Dowe thennullify the law through faith? Absolutely not!
Instead we uphold the law.

4
1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our ancestor ac-

cording to the flesh, has discovered regarding this matter?
2For ifAbrahamwasdeclaredrighteousby theworksof the

law, he has something to boast about – but not before God.
3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God,

and it was credited to him as righteousness*.”
4Now to the one who works, his pay is not credited due to

grace but due to obligation.
5But to the one who does not work, but believes in the one

who declares the ungodly righteous, his faith is credited as
righteousness.

6 So even David himself speaks regarding the blessedness
of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from
works:
7 “ Blessed| strong="G3107" are those whose|

strong="G3739" lawless deeds are forgiven, andwhose
sins are covered;

8 blessed is the one against whom the Lord will never count
sin*.”

9 Is this blessedness then for the circumcision or also for
the uncircumcision? For we say, “ faith was credited to
Abraham as righteousness.”

10How then was it credited to him? Was he circumcised at
the time, or not? No, he was not circumcised but uncircum-
cised!

11 And he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of
the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still
uncircumcised, so that he would become the father of all
thosewhobelievebuthaveneverbeencircumcised, that they
too could have righteousness credited to them.

12And he is also the father of the circumcised, who are not
only circumcised, but who also walk in the footsteps of the
faith that our father Abraham possessed when he was still
uncircumcised.

13For thepromise toAbrahamor tohis descendants that he
would inherit theworldwasnot fulfilled through the law, but
through the righteousness that comes by faith.



Romans 4:14 284 Romans 5:6

14For if theybecomeheirs by the law, faith is empty and the
promise is nullified.

15For the law brings wrath, because where there is no law
there is no transgression either.

16 For this reason it is by faith so that it may be by grace,
with the result that the promise may be certain to all the
descendants – not only to those who are under the law, but
also to thosewhohave the faithofAbraham,who is the father
of us all

17 (as it is written, “ I have made you the father of many
nations”). He is our father in the presence of God whom he
believed – the God who makes the dead alive and summons
the things that do not yet exist as though they already do.

18Against hope Abraham believed in hope with the result
that he became the father of many nations according to the
pronouncement, “ sowill your descendants be.”

19Without beingweak in faith, he consideredhis ownbody
as dead (because he was about one hundred years old) and
the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

20He did not waver in unbelief about the promise of God
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God.

21He was fully convinced that what God promised he was
also able to do.

22 So indeed it was credited to Abraham as righteousness.
23But the statement it was credited to himwas not written

only for Abraham’s sake,
24 but also for our sake, to whom it will be credited, those

who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead.

25Hewasgivenoverbecauseof our transgressions andwas
raised for the sake of our justification.

5
1 Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2 throughwhomwe have also obtained access by faith into

this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of
God’s glory.

3Not only this, but we also rejoice in sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance,

4and endurance, character, and character, hope.
5Andhopedoesnot disappoint, because the loveofGodhas

been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who
was given to us.

6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ
died for the ungodly.
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7 (For rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though
for a good person perhaps someone might possibly dare to
die.)

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, because we have now been declared
righteous by his blood, we will be saved through him from
God’s wrath.

10For if while wewere enemies wewere reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, howmuchmore, since we have
been reconciled, will we be saved by his life?

11 Not only this, but we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whomwe have now received this
reconciliation.

The Amplification of Justification
12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man

and death through sin, and so death spread to all people
because all sinned –

13 for before the law was given, sin was in the world, but
there is no accounting for sin when there is no law.

14 Yet death reigned from Adam until Moses even over
those who did not sin in the same way that Adam (who is a
type of the coming one) transgressed.

15 But the gracious gift is not like the transgression. For if
themanydied through the transgressionof theoneman, how
much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of
the oneman Jesus Christ multiply to themany!

16And the gift is not like the onewho sinned. For judgment,
resulting from the one transgression, led to condemnation,
but the gracious gift from the many failures led to justifica-
tion.

17For if, by the transgression of the oneman, death reigned
through the one, howmuch more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in
life through the one, Jesus Christ!

18 Consequently, just as condemnation for all people came
through one transgression, so too through the one righteous
act came righteousness leading to life for all people.

19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of
onemanmanywill be made righteous.

20 Now the law came in so that the transgression may
increase, but where sin increased, grace multiplied all the
more,
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21so that just as sin reigned indeath, so also gracewill reign
through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

6
1What shall we say then? Are we to remain in sin so that

grace may increase?
2Absolutely not! How canwewho died to sin still live in it?
3 Or do you not know that as many as were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
4Thereforewehavebeenburiedwithhimthroughbaptism

into death, in order that just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, sowe toomay live anew
life.

5 For if we have become united with him in the likeness of
his death, we will certainly also be united in the likeness of
his resurrection.

6 We know that our old man was crucified with him so
that the body of sin would no longer dominate us, so that we
would no longer be enslaved to sin.

7 (For someone who has died has been freed from sin.)
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also

live with him.
9We know that since Christ has been raised from the dead,

he is never going to die again; death no longer has mastery
over him.

10 For the death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the
life he lives, he lives to God.

11 So you too consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to
God in Christ Jesus.

12Therefore do not let sin reign in yourmortal body so that
you obey its desires,

13 and do not present your members to sin as instruments
tobeused forunrighteousness, butpresent yourselves toGod
as those who are alive from the dead and your members to
God as instruments to be used for righteousness.

14 For sin will have no mastery over you, because you are
not under law but under grace.

The Believer’s Enslavement to God’s Righteousness
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law

but under grace? Absolutely not!
16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves as obe-

dient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey, either of sin
resulting in death, or obedience resulting in righteousness?

17But thanks be to God that though you were slaves to sin,
you obeyed from the heart that pattern of teaching youwere
entrusted to,



Romans 6:18 287 Romans 7:8

18and having been freed from sin, you became enslaved to
righteousness.

19 (I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness
of your flesh.)
For just as you once presented your members as slaves

to impurity and lawlessness leading to more lawlessness,
so now present your members as slaves to righteousness
leading to sanctification.

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free with
regard to righteousness.

21So what benefit did you then reap from those things that
you are nowashamedof? For the end of those things is death.

22 But now, freed from sin and enslaved to God, you have
your benefit leading to sanctification, and the end is eternal
life.

23For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

7
1Or do you not know, brothers and sisters (for I am speak-

ing to those who know the law), that the law is lord over a
person as long as he lives?

2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband as
long as he lives, but if her husband dies, she is released from
the law of themarriage.

3So then, if she is joined to anothermanwhile her husband
is alive, she will be called an adulteress. But if her husband
dies, she is free from that law, and if she is joined to another
man, she is not an adulteress.

4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law
through the body of Christ, so that you could be joined to
another, to the one who was raised from the dead, to bear
fruit to God.

5Forwhenwewere in the flesh, the sinful desires, aroused
by the law, were active in the members of our body to bear
fruit for death.

6But nowwe have been released from the law, becausewe
have died to what controlled us, so that we may serve in the
new life of the Spirit and not under the old written code.

7What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Absolutely not!
Certainly, Iwouldnothaveknownsinexcept through the law.
For indeed I would not have known what it means to desire
something belonging to someone else if the law had not said,
“Do not covet.”

8 But sin, seizing the opportunity through the command-
ment, produced in me all kinds of wrong desires. For apart
from the law, sin is dead.
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9 And I was once alive apart from the law, but with the
coming of the commandment sin became alive

10 and I died. So I found that the very commandment that
was intended to bring life brought death!

11 For sin, seizing the opportunity through the command-
ment, deceivedme and through it I died.

12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy,
righteous, and good.

13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me?
Absolutely not! But sin, so that it would be shown to be sin,
produced death in me through what is good, so that through
the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual – but I am unspiri-
tual, sold into slavery to sin.

15 For I don’t understand what I am doing. For I do not do
what I want – instead, I do what I hate.

16But if I do what I don’t want, I agree that the law is good.
17 But now it is no longer me doing it, but sin that lives in

me.
18 For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my

flesh. For I want to do the good, but I cannot do it.
19For I do not do the good I want, but I do the very evil I do

not want!
20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longerme doing it

but sin that lives in me.
21 So, I find the law that when I want to do good, evil is

present withme.
22For I delight in the law of God inmy inner being.
23 But I see a different law in my members waging war

against the law ofmymind andmakingme captive to the law
of sin that is in mymembers.

24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death?

25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then,
Imyself serve the lawofGodwithmymind, butwithmyflesh
I serve the law of sin.

8
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who

are in Christ Jesus.
2 For the law of the life-giving Spirit in Christ Jesus has set

you free from the law of sin and death.
3ForGodachievedwhat the lawcouldnotdobecause itwas

weakened through the flesh. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and concerning sin, he condemned sin
in the flesh,
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4 so that the righteous requirement of the law may be
fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.

5 For those who live according to the flesh have their
outlook shaped by the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit have their outlook shaped by the
things of the Spirit.

6For the outlook of the flesh is death, but the outlook of the
Spirit is life and peace,

7because theoutlookof theflesh ishostile toGod, for it does
not submit to the law of God, nor is it able to do so.

8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if

indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. Now if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not belong to him.

10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin,
but the Spirit is your life because of righteousness.

11Moreover if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from
thedead lives in you, the onewho raisedChrist from thedead
will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit
who lives in you.

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are under obligation,
not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh

13 (for if you live according to the flesh, you will die), but if
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body you will
live.

14Forallwhoare ledby theSpirit ofGodare the sonsofGod.
15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery leading again

to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we
cry, “Abba, Father.”

16The Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit that we are
God’s children.

17And if children, then heirs (namely, heirs of God and also
fellow heirs with Christ) – if indeed we suffer with him so we
may also be glorified with him.

18For I consider that our present sufferings cannot even be
compared to the glory that will be revealed to us.

19 For the creation eagerly waits for the revelation of the
sons of God.

20 For the creation was subjected to futility – not willingly
but because of God who subjected it – in hope

21 that the creation itself will also be set free from the
bondage of decay into the glorious freedomofGod’s children.

22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers
together until now.
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23Not only this, but we ourselves also, who have the first-
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we eagerly await our
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope, because who hopes for what he sees?

25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait
for it with endurance.

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for
we do not know how we should pray, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings.

27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes on behalf of the saints
according to God’s will.

28And we know that all things work together for good for
thosewho love God, who are called according to his purpose,

29because thosewhomhe foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that his Son would be
the firstborn amongmany brothers and sisters.

30 And those he predestined, he also called; and those
he called, he also justified; and those he justified, he also
glorified.

31What then shall we say about these things? If God is for
us, who can be against us?

32 Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all –howwill he not also, alongwith him, freely give
us all things?

33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies.

34Who is the onewhowill condemn? Christ is the onewho
died (and more than that, he was raised), who is at the right
hand of God, and who also is interceding for us.

35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
trouble, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or danger, or sword?

36As it is written, “ For your sakewe encounter death all day
long; wewere considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37No, in all these things we have complete victory through
himwho loved us!

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor heavenly rulers, nor things that are present, nor
things to come, nor powers,

39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
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9
1 I am telling the truth in Christ (I am not lying!), for my

conscience assures me in the Holy Spirit –
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish inmy heart.
3For I couldwish that Imyself were accursed – cut off from

Christ – for the sake of my people, my fellow countrymen,
4who are Israelites. To them belong the adoption as sons,

the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the temple
worship, and the promises.

5To them belong the patriarchs, and from them, by human
descent, came theChrist, who isGodover all, blessed forever!
Amen.

6 It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all
those who are descended from Israel are truly Israel,

7 nor are all the children Abraham’s true descendants;
rather “ through Isaacwill your descendants be counted.”

8 This means it is not the children of the flesh who are the
children of God; rather, the children of promise are counted
as descendants.

9For this is what the promise declared: “About a year from
now Iwill return and Sarahwill have a son.”

10Not only that, butwhenRebekah had conceived children
by oneman, our ancestor Isaac –

11 even before they were born or had done anything good
or bad (so that God’s purpose in election would stand, not by
works but by his calling) –

12 it was said to her, “ The older will serve the younger,”
13 just as it is written: “ Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice with God?

Absolutely not!
15 For he says to Moses: “ I will have mercy on whom

I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have
compassion.”

16So then, it does not depend on human desire or exertion,
but on Godwho showsmercy.

17For the scripture says to Pharaoh: “ For this very purpose
I have raised you up, that I may demonstrate my power in you,
and thatmy namemay be proclaimed in all the earth.”

18 So then, God has mercy on whom he chooses to have
mercy, and he hardens whom he chooses to harden.

19Youwill say tome then, “Why does he still find fault? For
who has ever resisted his will?”

20 But who indeed are you – a mere human being – to talk
back to God? Does what is molded say to the molder, “Why
have youmademe like this?”
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21Has the potter no right to make from the same lump of
clay one vessel for special use and another for ordinary use?

22But what if God, willing to demonstrate his wrath and to
make known his power, has enduredwithmuch patience the
objects of wrath prepared for destruction?

23 And what if he is willing to make known the wealth
of his glory on the objects of mercy that he has prepared
beforehand for glory –

24 even us, whom he has called, not only from the Jews but
also from the Gentiles?

25As he also says in Hosea:
“ Iwill call thosewhowerenotmypeople, ‘Mypeople,’and Iwill

call her whowas unloved, ‘My beloved.*’ ”
26 “And in the very placewhere itwas said to them, ‘Youare not

my people,*’
there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ ”

27 And Isaiah cries out on behalf of Israel, “Though the
number of the children of Israel are as the sand of the sea, only
the remnant will be saved,

28 for the Lord will execute his sentence on the earth com-
pletely and quickly.”

29 Just as Isaiah predicted,
“ If the Lord of armies had not left us descendants,*
wewould have become like Sodom,
andwewould have resembled Gomorrah.”

Israel’s Rejection Culpable
30What shall we say then? – that the Gentiles who did not

pursue righteousness obtained it, that is, a righteousness that
is by faith,

31 but Israel even though pursuing a law of righteousness
did not attain it.

32Whynot? Because they pursued it not by faith but (as if it
were possible) by works. They stumbled over the stumbling
stone,

33 just as it is written,
“ Look, I am laying in Zion a stone that will cause people to

stumble
and a rock that will make them fall,
yet the onewho believes in himwill not be put to shame.”

10
1Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God

on behalf of my fellow Israelites is for their salvation.
2 For I can testify that they are zealous for God, but their

zeal is not in line with the truth.
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3For ignoring the righteousness that comes from God, and
seeking instead to establish their ownrighteousness, theydid
not submit to God’s righteousness.

4 For Christ is the end of the law, with the result that there
is righteousness for everyone who believes.

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is by the
law: “ The onewho does these things will live by them.”

6But the righteousness that is by faith says: “ Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring
Christ down)

7 or “ Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead).

8Butwhat does it say? “Theword is near you, in yourmouth
and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we preach),

9because if you confess with yourmouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.

10 For with the heart one believes and thus has righteous-
ness and with the mouth one confesses and thus has salva-
tion.

11For the scripture says, “Everyonewho believes in himwill
not be put to shame.”

12For there isnodistinctionbetween the Jewand theGreek,
for the sameLord is Lordof all, who richlyblesses allwho call
on him.

13 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.

14How are they to call on one they have not believed in?
And how are they to believe in one they have not heard of?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching to
them ?

15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is
written, “ How timely is the arrival of those who proclaim the
good news*.”

16But not all have obeyed the good news, for Isaiah says, “
Lord, who has believed our report?”

17Consequently faith comes fromwhat is heard, and what
is heard comes through the preached word of Christ.

18 But I ask, have they not heard? Yes, they have: Their
voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends
of the world.

19 But again I ask, didn’t Israel understand? First Moses
says, “ I will make you jealous by those who are not a nation;
with a senseless nation I will provoke you to anger.”
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20 And Isaiah is even bold enough to say, “ I was found by
those who did not seek me; I became well known to those who
did not ask forme.”

21But about Israel he says, “All day long I held outmyhands
to this disobedient and stubborn people!”

11
1 So I ask, God has not rejected his people, has he? Abso-

lutelynot! For I tooaman Israelite, adescendantofAbraham,
from the tribe of Benjamin.

2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew! Do
you not know what the scripture says about Elijah, how he
pleads with God against Israel?

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demol-
ished your altars; I alone am left and they are seekingmy life!”

4 But what was the divine response to him? “ I have kept
for myself seven thousand people who have not bent the knee
to Baal*.”

5So in the sameway at the present time there is a remnant
chosen by grace.

6 And if it is by grace, it is no longer by works, otherwise
grace would no longer be grace.

7What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was diligently
seeking, but the elect obtained it. The rest were hardened,

8as it is written,
“God gave them a spirit of stupor,
eyes that would not see and ears that would not hear,
to this very day.”

9And David says,
“Let their table become a snare and trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them;
10 let their eyes be darkened so that theymay not see,
andmake their backs bend continually.”

11 I ask then, they did not stumble into an irrevocable fall,
did they? Absolutelynot! Butby their transgressionsalvation
has come to the Gentiles, to make Israel jealous.

12 Now if their transgression means riches for the world
and their defeat means riches for the Gentiles, how much
more will their full restoration bring?

13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Seeing that I am an
apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify myministry,

14 if somehow I could provoke my people to jealousy and
save some of them.

15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world,
what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?
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16 If the first portion of the dough offered is holy, then the
whole batch is holy, and if the root is holy, so too are the
branches.

17Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you,
a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among them and partici-
pated in the richness of the olive root,

18do not boast over the branches. But if you boast, remem-
ber that you do not support the root, but the root supports
you.

19Then youwill say, “The branches were broken off so that
I could be grafted in.”

20Granted! Theywere broken offbecause of their unbelief,
but you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but fear!

21For if Goddid not spare the natural branches, perhaps he
will not spare you.

22 Notice therefore the kindness and harshness of God –
harshness toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness
toward you, provided you continue in his kindness; other-
wise you also will be cut off.

23And even they – if they do not continue in their unbelief
–will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.

24For if youwere cut off fromwhat is by nature awild olive
tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive
tree, howmuch more will these natural branches be grafted
back into their own olive tree?

25 For I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery,
brothers and sisters, so that youmay not be conceited: A par-
tial hardeninghas happened to Israel until the full number of
the Gentiles has come in.

26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:
“The Deliverer will come out of Zion;
he will remove ungodliness from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them,
when I take away their sins.”

28 In regard to the gospel they are enemies for your sake,
but in regard to election they are dearly loved for the sake of
the fathers.

29For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.
30 Just as you were formerly disobedient to God, but have

now receivedmercy due to their disobedience,
31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that, by

themercy shown to you, they toomay now receive mercy.
32For God has consigned all people to disobedience so that

hemay showmercy to them all.
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33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
fathomless his ways!
34 Forwho has known themind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?
35 Orwho has first given to God,
that God needs to repay him?

36For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever! Amen.

12
1 Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mer-

cies of God, to present your bodies as a sacrifice – alive, holy,
and pleasing to God –which is your reasonable service.

2Do not be conformed to this present world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may test
and approve what is the will of God –what is good and well-
pleasing and perfect.

Conduct in Humility
3Forby the grace given tome I say to everyoneof younot to

think more highly of yourself than you ought to think, but to
thinkwith sober discernment, as God has distributed to each
of you ameasure of faith.

4 For just as in one body we have many members, and not
all the members serve the same function,

5 so we who are many are one body in Christ, and individ-
ually we aremembers who belong to one another.

6 And we have different gifts according to the grace given
to us. If the gift is prophecy, that individual must use it in
proportion to his faith.

7 If it is service, he must serve; if it is teaching, he must
teach;

8 if it is exhortation, he must exhort; if it is contributing,
he must do so with sincerity; if it is leadership, he must do
so with diligence; if it is showing mercy, he must do so with
cheerfulness.

Conduct in Love
9Lovemust be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling

to what is good.
10 Be devoted to one another with mutual love, showing

eagerness in honoring one another.
11Donot lag in zeal, be enthusiastic in spirit, serve theLord.
12Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer.
13Contribute to the needs of the saints, pursue hospitality.
14Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse.
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15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep.

16Live inharmonywithoneanother; donot behaughtybut
associate with the lowly. Do not be conceited.

17Do not repay anyone evil for evil; consider what is good
before all people.

18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all people.

19Do not avenge yourselves, dear friends, but give place to
God’swrath, for it iswritten, “Vengeance ismine, Iwill repay,”
says the Lord.

20 Rather, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty,
give him a drink; for in doing this you will be heaping burning
coals on his head.

21Donot be overcomeby evil, but overcome evilwith good.

13
1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.

For there is no authority except by God’s appointment, and
the authorities that exist have been instituted by God.

2 So the person who resists such authority resists the ordi-
nance of God, and those who resist will incur judgment

3 (for rulers cause no fear for good conduct but for bad). Do
youdesirenot to fear authority? Dogoodandyouwill receive
its commendation,

4 for it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong,
be in fear, for it does not bear the sword in vain. It is God’s
servant to administer retribution on the wrongdoer.

5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only
because of the wrath of the authorities but also because of
your conscience.

6 For this reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
God’s servants devoted to governing.

7Pay everyonewhat is owed: taxes to whom taxes are due,
revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is
due, honor to whom honor is due.

Exhortation to Love Neighbors
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the

one who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.
9 For the commandments, “ Do not commit adultery, do not

murder, do not steal, do not covet,” (and if there is any other
commandment) are summed up in this, “ Love your neighbor
as yourself.”

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law.
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Motivation to Godly Conduct
11And do this because we know the time, that it is already

the hour for us to awake from sleep, for our salvation is now
nearer than whenwe became believers.

12The night has advanced toward dawn; the day is near. So
thenwemust lay aside theworks of darkness, and put on the
weapons of light.

13 Let us live decently as in the daytime, not in carousing
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality,
not in discord and jealousy.

14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh to arouse its desires.

14
1Now receive the one who is weak in the faith, and do not

have disputes over differing opinions.
2 One person believes in eating everything, but the weak

person eats only vegetables.
3 The one who eats everything must not despise the one

who does not, and the one who abstains must not judge the
one who eats everything, for God has accepted him.

4 Who are you to pass judgment on another’s servant?
Before his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand,
for the Lord is able to make him stand.

5One person regards one day holier than other days, and
another regards them all alike. Eachmust be fully convinced
in his ownmind.

6Theonewhoobserves thedaydoes it for theLord. Theone
who eats, eats for the Lord because he gives thanks to God,
and the one who abstains from eating abstains for the Lord,
and he gives thanks to God.

7For none of us lives for himself and none dies for himself.
8 If we live, we live for the Lord; if we die, we die for the

Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
9For this reason Christ died and returned to life, so that he

may be the Lord of both the dead and the living.
10But youwho eat vegetables only –whydo you judge your

brother or sister? And you who eat everything –why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before
the judgment seat of God.

11 For it is written, “ As I live, says the Lord, every knee will
bow tome, and every tonguewill give praise to God.”

12 Therefore, each of us will give an account of himself to
God.

Exhortation for the Strong not to Destroy theWeak
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13 Therefore we must not pass judgment on one another,
but rather determine never to place an obstacle or a trap
before a brother or sister.

14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that there is
nothing unclean in itself; still, it is unclean to the one who
considers it unclean.

15For if your brother or sister is distressed because ofwhat
you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy by
your food someone for whom Christ died.

16 Therefore do not let what you consider good be spoken
of as evil.

17 For the kingdom of God does not consist of food and
drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

18 For the one who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to
God and approved by people.

19 So then, let us pursue what makes for peace and for
building up one another.

20Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. For
although all things are clean, it is wrong to cause anyone to
stumble by what you eat.

21 It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything
that causes your brother to stumble.

22The faith you have, keep to yourself before God. Blessed
is the one who does not judge himself by what he approves.

23But themanwhodoubts is condemned if he eats, because
he does not do so from faith, and whatever is not from faith
is sin.

15
1 But we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of

the weak, and not just please ourselves.
2Let eachofuspleasehisneighbor forhis good tobuildhim

up.
3 For even Christ did not please himself, but just as it is

written, “The insultsof thosewhoinsultyouhave fallenonme.”
4 For everything that was written in former times was

written for our instruction, so that through endurance and
through encouragement of the scriptureswemay have hope.

5 Now may the God of endurance and comfort give you
unity with one another in accordance with Christ Jesus,

6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Exhortation toMutual Acceptance
7Receive one another, then, just as Christ also received you,

to God’s glory.
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8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of God’s truth to confirm the promises
made to the fathers,

9 and thus the Gentiles glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written, “Because of this Iwill confess you among theGentiles,
and I will sing praises to your name.”

10And again it says: “ Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11And again, “Praise the Lord all youGentiles, and let all the

peoples praise him.”
12Andagain Isaiah says, “Therootof Jessewill come, and the

one who rises to rule over the Gentiles, in himwill the Gentiles
hope.”

13Nowmay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you believe in him, so that youmay abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul’sMotivation forWriting the Letter
14But I myself am fully convinced about you, my brothers

and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled
with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.

15But I have written more boldly to you on some points so
as to remind you, because of the grace given to me by God

16 to be aminister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. I serve the
gospel of God like a priest, so that the Gentiles may become
an acceptable offering, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 So I boast in Christ Jesus about the things that pertain to
God.

18For Iwill notdare to speakof anythingexceptwhatChrist
has accomplished through me in order to bring about the
obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed,

19 in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the
Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem even as far as Illyricum I
have fully preached the gospel of Christ.

20 And in this way I desire to preach where Christ has
not been named, so as not to build on another person’s
foundation,

21 but as it is written: “ Those who were not told about him
will see, and those who have not heardwill understand.”

Paul’s Intention of Visiting the Romans
22 This is the reason I was often hindered from coming to

you.
23 But now there is nothing more to keep me in these

regions, and I have for many years desired to come to you
24when I go to Spain. For I hope to visit you when I pass

through and that youwill helpme onmy journey there, after
I have enjoyed your company for a while.
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25But now I go to Jerusalem tominister to the saints.
26 For Macedonia and Achaia are pleased to make some

contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.
27 For they were pleased to do this, and indeed they are

indebted to the Jerusalem saints. For if the Gentiles have
shared in their spiritual things, they are obligated also to
minister to them inmaterial things.

28 Therefore after I have completed this and have safely
delivered this bounty to them, I will set out for Spain by way
of you,

29 and I know that when I come to you I will come in the
fullness of Christ’s blessing.

30NowIurgeyou, brothersandsisters, throughourLord Je-
sus Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to join fervently
withme in prayer to God onmy behalf.

31 Pray that I may be rescued from those who are disobe-
dient in Judea and that my ministry in Jerusalem may be
acceptable to the saints,

32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and be
refreshed in your company.

33Nowmay the God of peace be with all of you. Amen.

16
1NowI commend to youour sister Phoebe,who is a servant

of the church in Cenchrea,
2 so that youmaywelcome her in the Lord in awayworthy

of the saints and provide her with whatever help she may
need from you, for she has been a great help to many,
includingme.

3GreetPriscaandAquila,my fellowworkers inChrist Jesus,
4who risked their own necks for my life. Not only I, but all

the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.
5Also greet the church in their house. Greetmydear friend

Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province
of Asia.

6Greet Mary, who has worked very hard for you.
7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my compatriots and my

fellow prisoners. They are well known to the apostles, and
they were in Christ before me.

8Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord.
9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my good

friend Stachys.
10GreetApelles,who isapproved inChrist. Greet thosewho

belong to the household of Aristobulus.
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11 Greet Herodion, my compatriot. Greet those in the
household of Narcissus who are in the Lord.

12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, laborers in the Lord.
Greet my dear friend Persis, who has worked hard in the
Lord.

13Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, andhismotherwhowas
also amother to me.

14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas,
and the brothers and sisters with them.

15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and
Olympas, and all the believers who are with them.

16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of
Christ greet you.

17 Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for
those who create dissensions and obstacles contrary to the
teaching that you learned. Avoid them!

18 For these are the kind who do not serve our Lord Christ,
but theirownappetites. By their smooth talkandflattery they
deceive theminds of the naive.

19 Your obedience is known to all and thus I rejoice over
you. But I want you to be wise in what is good and innocent
in what is evil.

20 The God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius,
Jason, and Sosipater, my compatriots.

22 I, Tertius, who am writing this letter, greet you in the
Lord.

23Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets
you. Erastus the city treasurer and our brotherQuartus greet
you.

24 *
25
Now to himwho is able to strengthen you according to my

gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that had been kept secret for long
ages,

26 but now is disclosed, and through the prophetic scrip-
tures has been made known to all the nations, according to
the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith –

27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be glory
forever! Amen.

* 16:24 [[EMPTY]]
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1 Corinthians

Salutation
1 From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the

will of God, and Sosthenes, our brother,
2 to the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are

sanctified inChrist Jesus, andcalled tobesaints,withall those
in every place who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
their Lord and ours.

3Grace and peace to you fromGod our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving
4 I always thankmyGod for youbecause of the grace of God

that was given to you in Christ Jesus.
5 For you were made rich in every way in him, in all your

speech and in every kind of knowledge –
6 just as the testimony about Christ has been confirmed

among you –
7so that youdonot lack any spiritual gift as youwait for the

revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
8Hewill also strengthen you to the end, so that you will be

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9God is faithful, by whom you were called into fellowship

with his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Divisions in the Church
10 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, to agree together, to end your divisions, and to
be united by the samemind and purpose.

11 For members of Chloe’s household have made it clear to
me, my brothers and sisters, that there are quarrels among
you.

12 Now I mean this, that each of you is saying, “I am with
Paul,” or “I amwith Apollos,” or “I amwith Cephas,” or “I am
with Christ.”

13 Is Christ divided? Paul wasn’t crucified for you, was he?
Or were you in fact baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except
Crispus and Gaius,

15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my
name!

16 (I also baptized the household of Stephanus. Otherwise,
I do not remember whether I baptized anyone else.)
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17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the
gospel – and notwith clever speech, so that the cross of Christ
would not become useless.

TheMessage of the Cross
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.

19For it iswritten, “ Iwill destroy thewisdomof thewise, and
I will thwart the cleverness of the intelligent.”

20Where is thewiseman? Where is theexpert in theMosaic
law? Where is the debater of this age? Has God not made the
wisdom of the world foolish?

21 For since in the wisdom of God the world by its wisdom
did not knowGod, Godwas pleased to save thosewhobelieve
by the foolishness of preaching.

22 For Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks ask for
wisdom,

23butwepreach about a crucifiedChrist, a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.

24But to thosewho are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
is the power of God and the wisdom of God.

25For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

26Think about the circumstances of your call, brothers and
sisters. Not many were wise by human standards, not many
were powerful, not manywere born to a privileged position.

27ButGod chosewhat theworld thinks foolish to shame the
wise, andGodchosewhat theworld thinksweak to shame the
strong.

28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, what
is regarded as nothing, to set aside what is regarded as
something,

29 so that no one can boast in his presence.
30He is the reasonyouhavearelationshipwithChrist Jesus,

who became for uswisdom fromGod, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption,

31 so that, as it is written, “ Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”

2
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not

comewith superior eloquence orwisdomas I proclaimed the
testimony of God.

2 For I decided to be concerned about nothing among you
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
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3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and with
much trembling.

4Myconversationandmypreachingwerenotwithpersua-
sive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit
and of power,

5 so that your faith would not be based on human wisdom
but on the power of God.

Wisdom fromGod
6 Now we do speak wisdom among the mature, but not

a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are
perishing.

7 Insteadwe speak thewisdomof God, hidden in amystery,
that God determined before the ages for our glory.

8None of the rulers of this age understood it. If they had
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

9But just as it is written, “Things that no eye has seen, or ear
heard, or mind imagined, are the things God has prepared for
those who love him.”

10God has revealed these to us by the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches all things, even the deep things of God.

11 For who among men knows the things of a man except
the man’s spirit within him? So too, no one knows the things
of God except the Spirit of God.

12Nowwe have not received the spirit of theworld, but the
Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things that
are freely given to us by God.

13And we speak about these things, not with words taught
us by human wisdom, but with those taught by the Spirit,
explaining spiritual things to spiritual people.

14 The unbeliever does not receive the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness to him. And he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15Theonewho is spiritualdiscernsall things, yethehimself
is understood by no one.

16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, so as to advise
him? But we have themind of Christ.

3
1 So, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as

spiritual people, but instead as people of the flesh, as infants
in Christ.

2 I fed you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready.
In fact, you are still not ready,
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3 for you are still influenced by the flesh. For since there
is still jealousy and dissension among you, are you not influ-
enced by the flesh and behaving like unregenerate people?

4 For whenever someone says, “I am with Paul,” or “I am
with Apollos,” are you not merely human?

5 What is Apollos, really? Or what is Paul? Servants
through whom you came to believe, and each of us in the
ministry the Lord gave us.

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused it to grow.
7Soneither the onewhoplants counts for anything, nor the

one whowaters, but God who causes the growth.
8The one who plants and the one whowaters work as one,

but each will receive his reward according to his work.
9We are coworkers belonging to God. You are God’s field,

God’s building.
10According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled

master-builder I laid a foundation, but someone else builds
on it. And each onemust be careful how he builds.

11 For no one can lay any foundation other than what is
being laid, which is Jesus Christ.

12 If anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, or straw,

13 each builder’s work will be plainly seen, for the Day will
make it clear, because it will be revealed by fire. And the fire
will test what kind of work each has done.

14 If what someone has built survives, he will receive a
reward.

15 If someone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss. He
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

16Doyounotknowthat youareGod’s templeand thatGod’s
Spirit lives in you?

17 If someone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him.
For God’s temple is holy, which is what you are.

18 Guard against self-deception, each of you. If someone
among you thinks he is wise in this age, let him become
foolish so that he can becomewise.

19 For the wisdom of this age is foolishness with God. As it
is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness.”

20And again, “ The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise
are futile.”

21 So then, no more boasting about mere mortals! For
everything belongs to you,

22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or theworld or life or
death or the present or the future. Everything belongs to you,

23and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.
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4
1One should think about us this way – as servants of Christ

and stewards of themysteries of God.
2 Now what is sought in stewards is that one be found

faithful.
3 So for me, it is a minor matter that I am judged by you or

by any human court. In fact, I do not even judgemyself.
4 For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am

not acquitted because of this. The one who judges me is the
Lord.

5So then, do not judge anything before the time. Wait until
the Lord comes. He will bring to light the hidden things of
darkness and reveal the motives of hearts. Then each will
receive recognition from God.

6 I have applied these things tomyself and Apollos because
of you, brothers and sisters, so that through us youmay learn
“not to go beyondwhat iswritten,” so that none of youwill be
puffed up in favor of the one against the other.

7Forwho concedes you any superiority? What do youhave
that you did not receive? And if you received it, why do you
boast as though you did not?

8Already you are satisfied! Already you are rich! You have
become kings without us! I wish you had become kings so
that we could reign with you!

9For, I think,Godhasexhibitedusapostles last of all, asmen
condemned todie, becausewehavebecomea spectacle to the
world, both to angels and to people.

10We are fools for Christ, but you are wise in Christ! We
are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, we are
dishonored!

11 To the present hour we are hungry and thirsty, poorly
clothed, brutally treated, and without a roof over our heads.

12 We do hard work, toiling with our own hands. When
we are verbally abused, we respond with a blessing, when
persecuted, we endure,

13when people lie about us, we answer in a friendly man-
ner. We are the world’s dirt and scum, even now.

A Father’sWarning
14 I amnotwriting these things to shame you, but to correct

you as my dear children.
15 For though you may have ten thousand guardians in

Christ, you do not havemany fathers, because I became your
father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

16 I encourage you, then, be imitators of me.
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17 For this reason, I have sent Timothy to you, who is my
dear and faithful son in the Lord. He will remind you of my
ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.

18 Some have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to
you.

19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord is willing, and I
will find out not only the talk of these arrogant people, but
also their power.

20 For the kingdom of God is demonstrated not in idle talk
but with power.

21 What do you want? Shall I come to you with a rod of
discipline or with love and a spirit of gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that sexual immoralityexists among

you, the kind of immorality that is not permitted even among
the Gentiles, so that someone is cohabiting with his father’s
wife.

2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you have been deeply
sorrowful instead and removed the one who did this from
among you?

3 For even though I am absent physically, I am present in
spirit. And I have already judged the onewho did this, just as
though I were present.

4When you gather together in the name of our Lord Jesus,
and I amwith you in spirit, along with the power of our Lord
Jesus,

5 turn thismanover to Satan for thedestructionof theflesh,
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little
yeast affects the whole batch of dough?

7 Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch
of dough – you are, in fact, without yeast. For Christ, our
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

8So then, let us celebrate the festival, notwith the old yeast,
the yeast of vice and evil, but with the bread without yeast,
the bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with sexually
immoral people.

10 In no way did I mean the immoral people of this world,
or the greedy and swindlers and idolaters, since you would
then have to go out of the world.

11But now I amwriting to you not to associatewith anyone
who calls himself a Christian who is sexually immoral, or
greedy, or an idolater, or verbally abusive, or a drunkard, or
a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person.
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12For what do I have to do with judging those outside? Are
you not to judge those inside?

13But God will judge those outside. Remove the evil person
from among you.

6
1When any of you has a legal dispute with another, does

he dare go to court before the unrighteous rather thanbefore
the saints?

2Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?
And if theworld is to be judgedbyyou, are younot competent
to settle trivial suits?

3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? Why not
ordinarymatters!

4So if you have ordinary lawsuits, do you appoint as judges
those who have no standing in the church?

5 I say this to your shame! Is there no one among you wise
enough to settle disputes between fellow Christians?

6 Instead, does a Christian sue a Christian, and do this
before unbelievers?

7The fact that youhave lawsuits among yourselves demon-
strates that you have already been defeated. Why not rather
be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?

8 But you yourselves wrong and cheat, and you do this to
your brothers and sisters!

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! The sexually
immoral, idolaters, adulterers, passivehomosexualpartners,
practicing homosexuals,

10 thieves, the greedy, drunkards, the verbally abusive, and
swindlers will not inherit the kingdom of God.

11 Some of you once lived this way. But you were washed,
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Flee Sexual Immorality
12 “All things are lawful for me” – but not everything is

beneficial. “All things are lawful for me” – but I will not be
controlled by anything.

13 “Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food,
but God will do away with both.” The body is not for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

14Now God indeed raised the Lord and he will raise us by
his power.

15Doyounotknowthat yourbodies aremembersofChrist?
Should I take themembersofChrist andmake themmembers
of a prostitute? Never!
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16 Or do you not know that anyone who is united with a
prostitute is one body with her? For it is said, “ The two will
become one flesh.”

17But the one united with the Lord is one spirit with him.
18 Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin a person commits is

outside of the body” –but the immoral person sins against his
own body.

19Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have fromGod, and you
are not your own?

20 For you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God
with your body.

7
1Nowwith regard to the issues youwrote about: “It is good

for aman not to have sexual relations with a woman.”
2 But because of immoralities, each man should have re-

lations with his own wife and each woman with her own
husband.

3A husband should give to his wife her sexual rights, and
likewise a wife to her husband.

4 It is not the wife who has the rights to her own body, but
the husband. In the same way, it is not the husband who has
the rights to his own body, but the wife.

5 Do not deprive each other, except by mutual agreement
for a specified time, so that you may devote yourselves to
prayer. Then resumeyour relationship, so that Satanmaynot
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

6 I say this as a concession, not as a command.
7 Iwish that everyonewas as I am. But eachhashis owngift

from God, one this way, another that.
8To the unmarried andwidows I say that it is best for them

to remain as I am.
9But if they do not have self-control, let them get married.

For it is better to marry than to burn with sexual desire.
10To the married I give this command – not I, but the Lord

– a wife should not divorce a husband
11 (but if she does, let her remain unmarried, or be recon-

ciled to her husband), and a husband should not divorce his
wife.

12To the rest I say – I, not the Lord – if a brother has a wife
who is not a believer and she is happy to live with him, he
should not divorce her.

13And if a woman has a husbandwho is not a believer and
he is happy to live with her, she should not divorce him.
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14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified because of
the wife, and the unbelieving wife because of her husband.
Otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.

15But if the unbeliever wants a divorce, let it take place. In
these circumstances the brother or sister is not bound. God
has called you in peace.

16 For how do you know, wife, whether you will bring
your husband to salvation? Or how do you know, husband,
whether you will bring your wife to salvation?

The Circumstances of Your Calling
17 Nevertheless, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as

God has called each person, so must he live. I give this sort
of direction in all the churches.

18Was anyone called after he had been circumcised? He
should not try to undo his circumcision. Was anyone called
who is uncircumcised? He should not get circumcised.

19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing.
Instead, keeping God’s commandments is what counts.

20 Let each one remain in that situation in life in which he
was called.

21 Were you called as a slave? Do not worry about it.
But if indeed you are able to be free, make the most of the
opportunity.

22 For the one who was called in the Lord as a slave is the
Lord’s freedman. In the sameway, the onewhowas called as
a free person is Christ’s slave.

23 You were bought with a price. Do not become slaves of
men.

24 In whatever situation someone was called, brothers and
sisters, let him remain in it with God.

Remaining Unmarried
25 With regard to the question about people who have

never married, I have no command from the Lord, but I
give my opinion as one shown mercy by the Lord to be
trustworthy.

26Because of the impending crisis I think it best for you to
remain as you are.

27Theonebound to awife shouldnot seekdivorce. The one
released from awife should not seekmarriage.

28 But if you marry, you have not sinned. And if a virgin
marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face
difficult circumstances, and I am trying to spare you such
problems.

29And I say this, brothers and sisters: The time is short. So
then thosewhohavewives shouldbeas thosewhohavenone,
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30 thosewith tears like thosenotweeping, thosewhorejoice
like those not rejoicing, those who buy like those without
possessions,

31 thosewho use theworld as though theywere not using it
to the full. For thepresent shapeof thisworld is passingaway.

32And I want you to be free from concern. An unmarried
man is concerned about the things of the Lord, how to please
the Lord.

33 But a married man is concerned about the things of the
world, how to please his wife,

34 and he is divided. An unmarried woman or a virgin is
concerned about the things of the Lord, to be holy both in
body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about
the things of the world, how to please her husband.

35 I am saying this for your benefit, not to place a limitation
on you, but so that without distraction you may give notable
and constant service to the Lord.

36 If anyone thinks he is acting inappropriately toward
his virgin, if she is past the bloom of youth and it seems
necessary, he should do what he wishes; he does not sin. Let
themmarry.

37But themanwho is firm inhis commitment, and is under
no necessity but has control over his will, and has decided in
his ownmind to keep his own virgin, does well.

38 So then, the one who marries his own virgin does well,
but the one who does not, does better.

39Awife is boundas longasherhusband is living. But if her
husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes (only
someone in the Lord).

40But in my opinion, she will be happier if she remains as
she is – and I think that I too have the Spirit of God!

8
1With regard to food sacrificed to idols, we know that “we

all have knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
2 If someone thinks he knows something, he does not yet

know to the degree that he needs to know.
3But if someone loves God, he is known by God.
4 With regard then to eating food sacrificed to idols, we

know that “an idol in thisworld is nothing,” and that “there is
no God but one.”

5 If after all there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or
on earth (as there are many gods andmany lords),

6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are
all things and for whom we live, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whomwe live.
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7 But this knowledge is not shared by all. And some, by
being accustomed to idols in former times, eat this food as
an idol sacrifice, and their conscience, because it is weak, is
defiled.

8Now food will not bring us close to God. We are no worse
if we do not eat and no better if we do.

9But be careful that this liberty of yours does not become a
hindrance to the weak.

10 For if someone weak sees you who possess knowl-
edge dining in an idol’s temple, will not his conscience be
“strengthened” to eat food offered to idols?

11 So by your knowledge the weak brother or sister, for
whom Christ died, is destroyed.

12 If you sin against your brothers or sisters in this way and
wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.

13For this reason, if food causesmybrotheror sister to sin, I
will never eatmeat again, so that Imaynot cause one of them
to sin.

9
1Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus

our Lord? Are you not mywork in the Lord?
2 If I amnot an apostle to others, at least I am to you, for you

are the confirming sign of my apostleship in the Lord.
3This is my defense to those who examineme.
4Dowe not have the right to financial support?
5 Do we not have the right to the company of a believing

wife, like the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and
Cephas?

6Or do only Barnabas and I lack the right not to work?
7Who ever serves in the army at his own expense? Who

plants a vineyard anddoesnot eat its fruit? Who tends aflock
and does not consume its milk?

8 Am I saying these things only on the basis of common
sense, or does the law not say this as well?

9For it is written in the law of Moses, “Do notmuzzle an ox
while it is treading out the grain.” God is not concerned here
about oxen, is he?

10 Or is he not surely speaking for our benefit? It was
written for us, because the one plowing and threshing ought
to work in hope of enjoying the harvest.

11 If we sowed spiritual blessings among you, is it toomuch
to reapmaterial things from you?

12 If others receive this right from you, are we not more
deserving?
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But we have not made use of this right. Instead we endure
everything so thatwemay not be a hindrance to the gospel of
Christ.

13 Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple eat
food fromthe temple, and thosewhoserveat thealtar receive
a part of the offerings?

14 In the same way the Lord commanded those who pro-
claim the gospel to receive their living by the gospel.

15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not
writing these things so that somethingwill be done forme. In
fact, itwouldbebetter forme todie than –noonewill deprive
me of my reason for boasting!

16 For if I preach the gospel, I have no reason for boasting,
because I am compelled to do this. Woe to me if I do not
preach the gospel!

17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward. But if I do it
unwillingly, I am entrusted with a responsibility.

18What then is my reward? That when I preach the gospel
Imay offer the gospel free of charge, and so notmake full use
of my rights in the gospel.

19 For since I am free from all I can make myself a slave to
all, in order to gain evenmore people.

20 To the Jews I became like a Jew to gain the Jews. To
those under the law I became like one under the law (though
I myself am not under the law) to gain those under the law.

21To those free fromthe law Ibecame likeone free fromthe
law (though I am not free from God’s law but under the law
of Christ) to gain those free from the law.

22 To the weak I became weak in order to gain the weak. I
havebecomeall things toall people, so thatbyallmeans Imay
save some.

23 I do all these things because of the gospel, so that I can be
a participant in it.

24 Do you not know that all the runners in a stadium
compete, but only one receives the prize? So run to win.

25 Each competitor must exercise self-control in every-
thing. They do it to receive a perishable crown, but we an
imperishable one.

26 So I do not run uncertainly or box like one who hits only
air.

27 Instead I subdue my body and make it my slave, so that
after preaching to others I myself will not be disqualified.

10
1For I do notwant you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,

that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed
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through the sea,
2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the

sea,
3and all ate the same spiritual food,
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they were all

drinking from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the
rock was Christ.

5But Godwas not pleasedwithmost of them, for theywere
cut down in the wilderness.

6These things happened as examples for us, so that wewill
not crave evil things as they did.

7 So do not be idolaters, as some of them were. As it is
written, “ The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to
play.”

8 And let us not be immoral, as some of them were, and
twenty-three thousand died in a single day.

9And let us not put Christ to the test, as some of them did,
and were destroyed by snakes.

10 And do not complain, as some of them did, and were
killed by the destroying angel.

11 These things happened to them as examples and were
written for our instruction, on whom the ends of the ages
have come.

12So let the onewho thinks he is standing be careful that he
does not fall.

13 No trial has overtaken you that is not faced by others.
And God is faithful: He will not let you be tried beyond what
you are able to bear, but with the trial will also provide away
out so that youmay be able to endure it.

Avoid Idol Feasts
14 So then, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.
15 I am speaking to thoughtful people. Consider what I say.
16 Is not the cup of blessing that we bless a sharing in the

blood of Christ? Is not the bread that we break a sharing in
the body of Christ?

17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body, for we all share the one bread.

18 Look at the people of Israel. Are not those who eat the
sacrifices partners in the altar?

19Am I saying that idols or food sacrificed to them amount
to anything?

20 No, I mean that what the pagans sacrifice is to demons
andnot toGod. I donotwant you tobepartnerswithdemons.

21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of
demons. You cannot take part in the table of the Lord and the
table of demons.
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22Or arewe trying to provoke the Lord to jealousy? Arewe
really stronger than he is?

Live to Glorify God
23 “Everything is lawful,” but not everything is beneficial.

“Everything is lawful,” but not everything builds others up.
24 Do not seek your own good, but the good of the other

person.
25 Eat anything that is sold in the marketplace without

questions of conscience,
26 for the earth and its abundance are the Lord’s.
27 If an unbeliever invites you to dinner and you want

to go, eat whatever is served without asking questions of
conscience.

28 But if someone says to you, “This is from a sacrifice,”
do not eat, because of the one who told you and because of
conscience –

29 I donotmeanyours but the other person’s. Forwhy ismy
freedom being judged by another’s conscience?

30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I blamed for the
food that I give thanks for?

31 So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
everything for the glory of God.

32Do not give offense to Jews or Greeks or to the church of
God,

33 just as I also try to please everyone in all things. I do not
seekmyownbenefit, but thebenefitofmany, so that theymay
be saved.

11
1Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

Women’s Head Coverings
2 I praise you because you rememberme in everything and

maintain the traditions just as I passed them on to you.
3 But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every

man, and theman is theheadofawoman, andGod is thehead
of Christ.

4Any man who prays or prophesies with his head covered
disgraces his head.

5 But any woman who prays or prophesies with her head
uncovereddisgracesherhead, for it is oneand the same thing
as having a shaved head.

6For if a womanwill not cover her head, she should cut off
her hair. But if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair
cut off or her head shaved, she should cover her head.
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7 For a man should not have his head covered, since he is
the image and glory of God. But thewoman is the glory of the
man.

8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from
man.

9 Neither was man created for the sake of woman, but
woman for man.

10For this reasonawoman shouldhave a symbol of author-
ity on her head, because of the angels.

11 In any case, in the Lord woman is not independent of
man, nor is man independent of woman.

12 For just as woman came from man, so man comes
through woman. But all things come from God.

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to
God with her head uncovered?

14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man has long
hair, it is a disgrace for him,

15but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair
is given to her for a covering.

16 If anyone intends to quarrel about this, we have no other
practice, nor do the churches of God.

The Lord’s Supper
17 Now in giving the following instruction I do not praise

you, because you come together not for the better but for the
worse.

18For in thefirst place,whenyoucome together as a church
I hear there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it.

19 For there must in fact be divisions among you, so that
those of you who are approvedmay be evident.

20Nowwhen you come together at the same place, you are
not really eating the Lord’s Supper.

21 For when it is time to eat, everyone proceeds with his
own supper. One is hungry and another becomes drunk.

22 Do you not have houses so that you can eat and drink?
Or are you trying to show contempt for the church of God by
shaming those who have nothing? What should I say to you?
Should I praise you? I will not praise you for this!

23For I received from the Lordwhat I also passed on to you,
that theLord Jesuson thenight inwhichhewasbetrayed took
bread,

24and after he had given thanks he broke it and said, “This
is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

25 In the sameway, he also took the cupafter supper, saying,
“This cup is thenewcovenant inmyblood. Do this, every time
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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26For every time you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

27For this reason,whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup
of the Lord in an unworthymannerwill be guilty of the body
and blood of the Lord.

28Aperson should examinehimself first, and in thisway let
him eat the bread and drink of the cup.

29 For the one who eats and drinks without careful regard
for the body eats and drinks judgment against himself.

30 That is why many of you are weak and sick, and quite a
few are dead.

31But if we examined ourselves, we would not be judged.
32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined

so that wemay not be condemnedwith the world.
33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come to-

gether to eat, wait for one another.
34 If anyone is hungry, let himeat at home, so thatwhenyou

assemble it does not lead to judgment. I will give directions
about other matters when I come.

12
1With regard to spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I donot

want you to be uninformed.
2You know that when youwere pagans youwere often led

astray by speechless idols, however you were led.
3 So I want you to understand that no one speaking by the

Spirit of God says, “Jesus is cursed,” andnoone can say, “Jesus
is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit.
5And there are different ministries, but the same Lord.
6 And there are different results, but the same God who

produces all of them in everyone.
7To each person themanifestation of the Spirit is given for

the benefit of all.
8For one person is given through the Spirit the message of

wisdom, and another themessage of knowledge according to
the same Spirit,

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit,

10 to another performance of miracles, to another
prophecy, and to another discernment of spirits, to another
different kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation
of tongues.

11 It is one and the same Spirit, distributing as he decides to
each person, who produces all these things.

DifferentMembers in One Body
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12 For just as the body is one and yet has many members,
and all the members of the body – though many – are one
body, so too is Christ.

13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or free, we were all made
to drink of the one Spirit.

14For in fact the body is not a single member, but many.
15 If the foot says, “Since I amnot ahand, I amnotpart of the

body,” it does not lose its membership in the body because of
that.

16And if the ear says, “Since I amnot an eye, I amnot part of
thebody,” it doesnot lose itsmembership in thebodybecause
of that.

17 If the whole body were an eye, what part would do the
hearing? If the whole were an ear, what part would exercise
the sense of smell?

18 But as a matter of fact, God has placed each of the
members in the body just as he decided.

19 If theywere all the samemember, wherewould the body
be?

20 So now there are manymembers, but one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not need you,” nor

in turn can the head say to the foot, “I do not need you.”
22On the contrary, those members that seem to be weaker

are essential,
23 and those members we consider less honorable we

clothe with greater honor, and our unpresentable members
are clothed with dignity,

24 but our presentable members do not need this. Instead,
God has blended together the body, giving greater honor to
the lesser member,

25 so that there may be no division in the body, but the
members may havemutual concern for one another.

26 If one member suffers, everyone suffers with it. If a
member is honored, all rejoice with it.

27Now you are Christ’s body, and each of you is a member
of it.

28 And God has placed in the church first apostles, sec-
ond prophets, third teachers, then miracles, gifts of healing,
helps, gifts of leadership, different kinds of tongues.

29Not all are apostles, are they? Not all are prophets, are
they? Not all are teachers, are they? Not all performmiracles,
do they?

30 Not all have gifts of healing, do they? Not all speak in
tongues, do they? Not all interpret, do they?

31But you should be eager for the greater gifts.
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And now Iwill show you away that is beyond comparison.

13
1 If I speak in the tongues ofmen and of angels, but I do not

have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
2 And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and

all knowledge, and if I have all faith so that I can remove
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

3 If I give away everything I own, and if I give overmy body
in order to boast, but do not have love, I receive no benefit.

4 Love is patient, love is kind, it is not envious. Love does
not brag, it is not puffed up.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-serving, it is not easily angered
or resentful.

6 It is not glad about injustice, but rejoices in the truth.
7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,

endures all things.
8 Love never ends. But if there are prophecies, they will

be set aside; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is
knowledge, it will be set aside.

9For we know in part, and we prophesy in part,
10 but when what is perfect comes, the partial will be set

aside.
11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a

child, I reasoned like a child. But when I became an adult, I
set aside childish ways.

12 For now we see in a mirror indirectly, but then we will
see face to face. Now Iknow inpart, but then Iwill know fully,
just as I have been fully known.

13And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But
the greatest of these is love.

14
1Pursue love and be eager for the spiritual gifts, especially

that youmay prophesy.
2For the one speaking in a tongue does not speak to people

but to God, for no one understands; he is speaking mysteries
by the Spirit.

3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their
strengthening, encouragement, and consolation.

4The onewho speaks in a tongue builds himself up, but the
one who prophesies builds up the church.

5 I wish you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you
would prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the
one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets so that the
churchmay be strengthened.
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6 Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in
tongues, how will I help you unless I speak to you with a
revelation or with knowledge or prophecy or teaching?

7 It is similar for lifeless things that make a sound, like a
fluteorharp. Unless theymakeadistinction in thenotes, how
canwhat is played on the flute or harp be understood?

8 If, for example, the trumpetmakes anunclear sound,who
will get ready for battle?

9 It is the same for you. If youdonot speak clearlywith your
tongue, how will anyone know what is being said? For you
will be speaking into the air.

10 There are probably many kinds of languages in the
world, and none is without meaning.

11 If then I do not know themeaning of a language, I will be
a foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to me.

12 It is the same with you. Since you are eager for manifes-
tations of the Spirit, seek to abound in order to strengthen the
church.

13 So then, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he
may interpret.

14 If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is
unproductive.

15What should I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will
also praywithmymind. I will sing praiseswithmy spirit, but
I will also sing praises withmymind.

16Otherwise, if you are praising God with your spirit, how
can someone without the gift say “Amen” to your thanksgiv-
ing, since he does not knowwhat you are saying?

17 For you are certainly giving thanks well, but the other
person is not strengthened.

18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you,
19 but in the church I want to speak five words with my

mind to instruct others, rather than ten thousand words in
a tongue.

20Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking.
Instead, be infants in evil, but in your thinking bemature.

21 It is written in the law: “ By people with strange tongues
and by the lips of strangers I will speak to this people, yet not
even in this waywill they listen tome,” says the Lord.

22 So then, tongues are a sign not for believers but for
unbelievers. Prophecy, however, is not for unbelievers but
for believers.

23 So if the whole church comes together and all speak in
tongues, and unbelievers or uninformed people enter, will
they not say that you have lost yourminds?
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24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or uninformed
person enters, he will be convicted by all, he will be called to
account by all.

25The secrets of his heart are disclosed, and in this way he
will fall down with his face to the ground and worship God,
declaring, “God is really among you.”

Church Order
26What should you do then, brothers and sisters? When

you come together, each one has a song, has a lesson, has a
revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all these
things be done for the strengthening of the church.

27 If someone speaks in a tongue, it should be two, or at the
most three, one after the other, and someonemust interpret.

28 But if there is no interpreter, he should be silent in the
church. Let him speak to himself and to God.

29 Two or three prophets should speak and the others
should evaluate what is said.

30 And if someone sitting down receives a revelation, the
person who is speaking should conclude.

31 For you can all prophesy one after another, so all can
learn and be encouraged.

32 Indeed, the spirits of the prophets are subject to the
prophets,

33 for God is not characterized by disorder but by peace.
As in all the churches of the saints,
34 the women should be silent in the churches, for they are

not permitted to speak. Rather, let them be in submission, as
in fact the law says.

35 If theywant to find out about something, they should ask
theirhusbandsathome, because it is disgraceful forawoman
to speak in church.

36Did theword of God beginwith you, or did it come to you
alone?

37 If anyone considers himself a prophet or spiritual per-
son, he should acknowledge that what I write to you is the
Lord’s command.

38 If someone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.
39 So then, brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and

do not forbid anyone from speaking in tongues.
40And do everything in a decent and orderly manner.

15
1NowIwant tomake clear for you, brothers and sisters, the

gospel that I preached to you, that you received and onwhich
you stand,
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2andbywhichyouarebeing saved, if youholdfirmly to the
message I preached to you – unless you believed in vain.

3 For I passed on to you as of first importance what I
also received – that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures,

4and thathewasburied, and thathewas raisedon the third
day according to the scriptures,

5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred of the

brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have fallen asleep.

7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
8 Last of all, as though to one born at the wrong time, he

appeared to me also.
9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to

me has not been in vain. In fact, I worked harder than all of
them – yet not I, but the grace of God withme.

11Whether then it was I or they, this is the way we preach
and this is the way you believed.

No Resurrection?
12Now if Christ is being preached as raised from the dead,

howcan someof you say there is no resurrection of the dead?
13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even

Christ has been raised.
14And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is

futile and your faith is empty.
15 Also, we are found to be false witnesses about God,

because we have testified against God that he raised Christ
from the dead, when in reality he did not raise him, if indeed
the dead are not raised.

16 For if the dead are not raised, then not even Christ has
been raised.

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless;
you are still in your sins.

18Furthermore, thosewhohave fallenasleep inChristhave
also perished.

19 For if only in this life we have hope in Christ, we should
be pitiedmore than anyone.

20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-
fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

21For since death came through aman, the resurrection of
the dead also came through aman.

22 For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be
made alive.
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23 But each in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; then
when Christ comes, those who belong to him.

24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to
God the Father, whenhe has brought to an end all rule and all
authority and power.

25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet.

26The last enemy to be eliminated is death.
27 For he has put|strong="G5293" everything in sub-

jection under his feet everything in subjection under
his feet. But when it says “everything” has been put in
subjection, it is clear that this does not include the one who
put everything in subjection to him.

28 And when all things are subjected to him, then the Son
himselfwill be subjected to theonewhosubjectedeverything
to him, so that Godmay be all in all.

29Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, then why are they
baptized for them?

30Why too are we in danger every hour?
31Every day I am in danger of death! This is as sure as my

boasting in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord.
32 If from a human point of view I fought with wild beasts

at Ephesus, what did it benefitme? If the dead are not raised,
let us eat and drink, for tomorrowwe die.

33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good
morals.”

34Sober up as you should, and stop sinning! For some have
no knowledge of God – I say this to your shame!

The Resurrection Body
35 But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? With

what kind of body will they come?”
36Fool! What you sowwill not come to life unless it dies.
37Andwhat you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare

seed – perhaps of wheat or something else.
38But God gives it a body just as he planned, and to each of

the seeds a body of its own.
39All flesh is not the same: People have one flesh, animals

have another, birds and fish another.
40 And there are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies. The

gloryof theheavenlybody is one sort and theearthlyanother.
41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the

moon and another glory of the stars, for star differs from star
in glory.
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42 It is the same with the resurrection of the dead. What is
sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable.

43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power;

44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If
there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

45So also it is written, “The firstman, Adam, becamea living
person”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

46However, the spiritual did not comefirst, but the natural,
and then the spiritual.

47The first man is from the earth, made of dust; the second
man is from heaven.

48Like the onemade of dust, so too are those made of dust,
and like the one from heaven, so too thosewho are heavenly.

49And just as we have borne the image of the man of dust,
let us also bear the image of theman of heaven.

50Now this is what I am saying, brothers and sisters: Flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable.

51Listen, I will tell you amystery: Wewill not all sleep, but
we will all be changed –

52 in amoment, in theblinkingof aneye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and wewill be changed.

53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable,
and this mortal bodymust put on immortality.

54 Now when this perishable puts on the imperishable,
and this mortal puts on immortality, then the saying that is
written will happen,
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through

our Lord Jesus Christ!
58 So then, dear brothers and sisters, be firm. Do not

be moved! Always be outstanding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

16
1With regard to the collection for the saints, please follow

the directions that I gave to the churches of Galatia:
2On the first day of the week, each of you should set aside

some income and save it to the extent that God has blessed
you, so that a collectionwill nothave tobemadewhen I come.
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3Then, when I arrive, I will send those whom you approve
with letters of explanation to carry your gift to Jerusalem.

4And if it seems advisable that I should go also, theywill go
withme.

Paul’s Plans to Visit
5But I will come to you after I have gone through Macedo-

nia – for I will be going throughMacedonia –
6andperhaps Iwill staywith you, or even spend thewinter,

so that you can sendme onmy journey, wherever I go.
7 For I do not want to see you now in passing, since I hope

to spend some time with you, if the Lord allows.
8But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost,
9because a door of great opportunity stands wide open for

me, but there are many opponents.
10 Now if Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear

among you, for he is doing the Lord’s work, as I am too.
11 So then, let no one treat him with contempt. But send

him on his way in peace so that hemay come to me. For I am
expecting himwith the brothers.

12With regard to our brother Apollos: I strongly encour-
aged him to visit you with the other brothers, but it was
simply not his intention to come now. He will come when he
has the opportunity.

Final Challenge and Blessing
13 Stay alert, stand firm in the faith, show courage, be

strong.
14Everything you do should be done in love.
15 Now, brothers and sisters, you know about the house-

hold of Stephanus, that as the first converts of Achaia, they
devoted themselves to ministry for the saints. I urge you

16 also to submit to people like this, and to everyone who
cooperates in the work and labors hard.

17 I was glad about the arrival of Stephanus, Fortunatus,
andAchaicus because theyhave supplied the fellowshipwith
you that I lacked.

18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours. So then, recog-
nize people like this.

19 The churches in the province of Asia send greetings to
you. Aquila and Prisca greet you warmly in the Lord, with
the church that meets in their house.

20 All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one
another with a holy kiss.

21 I, Paul, send this greeting withmy own hand.
22Letanyonewhohasno love for theLordbeaccursed. Our

Lord, come!
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23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
24My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus.
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2 Corinthians

Salutation
1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

and Timothy our brother, to the church of God that is in
Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia.

2Grace and peace to you fromGod our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving for God’s Comfort
3Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Father of mercies and God of all comfort,
4who comforts us in all our troubles so thatwemaybe able

to comfort those experiencing any trouble with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

5 For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow toward us, so
also our comfort through Christ overflows to you.

6But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation;
ifweare comforted, it is for your comfort that youexperience
in your patient endurance of the same sufferings thatwe also
suffer.

7And our hope for you is steadfast because we know that
as you share in our sufferings, so also you will share in our
comfort.

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers and
sisters, regarding the affliction that happened to us in the
province of Asia, thatwewere burdened excessively, beyond
our strength, so that we despaired even of living.

9 Indeedwe felt as if the sentence of death had been passed
against us, so that wewould not trust in ourselves but in God
who raises the dead.

10He delivered us from so great a risk of death, and he will
deliver us. We have set our hope on him that he will deliver
us yet again,

11 as you also join in helping us by prayer, so that many
peoplemay give thanks to God on our behalf for the gracious
gift given to us through the help of many.

Paul Defends His Changed Plans
12Forour reason for confidence is this: the testimonyofour

conscience, that with pure motives and sincerity which are
from God – not by human wisdom but by the grace of God –
weconductedourselves in theworld, andall themore toward
you.
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13 For we do not write you anything other than what you
can read and also understand. But I hope that you will
understand completely

14 just as also you have partly understood us, that we are
your source of pride just as you also are ours in the day of the
Lord Jesus.

15And with this confidence I intended to come to you first
so that you would get a second opportunity to see us,

16and through your help to go on intoMacedonia and then
from Macedonia to come back to you and be helped on our
way into Judea by you.

17Therefore when I was planning to do this, I did not do so
without thinking about what I was doing, did I? Or do I make
myplans according tomere human standards so that Iwould
be saying both “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time?

18But as God is faithful, ourmessage to you is not “Yes” and
“No.”

19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the one who was pro-
claimed among you by us – by me and Silvanus and Timothy
–was not “Yes” and “No,” but it has always been “Yes” in him.

20 For every one of God’s promises are “Yes” in him; there-
fore also through him the “Amen” is spoken, to the glory we
give to God.

21 But it is God who establishes us together with you in
Christ and who anointed us,

22who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as
a down payment.

Why Paul PostponedHis Visit
23Now I appeal to God asmywitness, that to spare you I did

not come again to Corinth.
24 I do not mean that we rule over your faith, but we are

workers with you for your joy, because by faith you stand
firm.

2
1So Imadeupmyownmindnot to pay you another painful

visit.
2 For if I make you sad, who would be left to make me glad

but the one I caused to be sad?
3And I wrote this very thing to you, so that when I came I

would not have sadness from those who ought to make me
rejoice, since I am confident in you all that my joy would be
yours.

4 For out of great distress and anguish of heart I wrote to
youwithmany tears, not tomakeyou sad, but to let youknow
the love that I have especially for you.
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5But if anyonehas caused sadness, hehasnot saddenedme
alone, but to some extent (not to exaggerate) he has saddened
all of you as well.

6This punishment on such an individual by themajority is
enough for him,

7so thatnow insteadyoushould rather forgiveandcomfort
him. This will keep him from being overwhelmed by exces-
sive grief to the point of despair.

8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him.
9 For this reason also I wrote you: to test you to see if you

are obedient in everything.
10 If you forgive anyone for anything, I also forgive him –

for indeed what I have forgiven (if I have forgiven anything)
I did so for you in the presence of Christ,

11 so that we may not be exploited by Satan (for we are not
ignorant of his schemes).

12 Now when I arrived in Troas to proclaim the gospel of
Christ, even though the Lord had opened a door of opportu-
nity for me,

13 I had no relief in my spirit, because I did not find my
brother Titus there. So I said good-bye to them and set out
for Macedonia.

ApostolicMinistry
14 But thanks be to God who always leads us in triumphal

procession in Christ and who makes known through us the
fragrance that consists of the knowledge of him in every
place.

15 For we are a sweet aroma of Christ to God among those
who are being saved and among those who are perishing –

16 to the latter an odor from death to death, but to the
former a fragrance from life to life. And who is adequate for
these things?

17Forwearenot like somanyothers, hucksterswhopeddle
the word of God for profit, but we are speaking in Christ
before God as persons of sincerity, as persons sent from God.

3
1Arewe beginning to commend ourselves again? We don’t

need letters of recommendation to you or from you as some
other people do, do we?

2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts,
known and read by everyone,

3 revealing that you are a letter of Christ, delivered by us,
written notwith ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on
stone tablets but on tablets of human hearts.



2 Corinthians 3:4 331 2 Corinthians 4:2

4Nowwe have such confidence in God through Christ.
5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider any-

thing as if it were coming from ourselves, but our adequacy
is from God,

6who made us adequate to be servants of a new covenant
not based on the letter but on the Spirit, for the letter kills, but
the Spirit gives life.

The Greater Glory of the Spirit’sMinistry
7But if theministry that produced death – carved in letters

on stone tablets – camewith glory, so that the Israelites could
not keep their eyes fixed on the face of Moses because of the
glory of his face (a glory which wasmade ineffective),

8howmuchmoregloriouswill theministry of the Spirit be?
9 For if there was glory in the ministry that produced con-

demnation, howmuchmore does theministry that produces
righteousness excel in glory!

10 For indeed, what had been glorious now has no glory
because of the tremendously greater glory of what replaced
it.

11 For if what was made ineffective came with glory, how
muchmore has what remains come in glory!

12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we behave with
great boldness,

13and not likeMoses who used to put a veil over his face to
keep the Israelites from staring at the result of the glory that
wasmade ineffective.

14 But their minds were closed. For to this very day, the
same veil remains when they hear the old covenant read. It
has not been removed because only in Christ is it taken away.

15But until this very daywheneverMoses is read, a veil lies
over their minds,

16but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the

Lord is present, there is freedom.
18Andwe all, with unveiled faces reflecting the glory of the

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another, which is from the Lord, who is the
Spirit.

4
1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, just as God has

shown usmercy, we do not become discouraged.
2But we have rejected shameful hidden deeds, not behav-

ing with deceptiveness or distorting the word of God, but by
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open proclamation of the truth we commend ourselves to
everyone’s conscience before God.

3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those
who are perishing,

4amongwhom the god of this age has blinded theminds of
thosewhodonot believe so theywouldnot see the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God.

5Forwedonotproclaimourselves, but JesusChrist asLord,
and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.

6 For God, who said “ Let light shine out of darkness,” is
the one who shined in our hearts to give us the light of the
glorious knowledge of God in the face of Christ.

An EternalWeight of Glory
7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that the extraor-

dinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.
8 We are experiencing trouble on every side, but are not

crushed; we are perplexed, but not driven to despair;
9we are persecuted, but not abandoned; we are knocked

down, but not destroyed,
10always carrying around in ourbody thedeath of Jesus, so

that the life of Jesus may also bemade visible in our body.
11 For we who are alive are constantly being handed over

to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may also be
made visible in ourmortal body.

12 As a result, death is at work in us, but life is at work in
you.

13But since we have the same spirit of faith as that shown
in what has been written, “ I believed; therefore I spoke,” we
also believe, therefore we also speak.

14We do so because we know that the one who raised up
Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus and will bring us with
you into his presence.

15 For all these things are for your sake, so that the grace
that is including more and more people may cause thanks-
giving to increase to the glory of God.

16 Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical
body iswearing away, our inner person is being renewedday
by day.

17For ourmomentary, light suffering is producing for us an
eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison

18 because we are not looking at what can be seen but at
what cannot be seen. For what can be seen is temporary, but
what cannot be seen is eternal.
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5
1For we know that if our earthly house, the tent we live in,

is dismantled, we have a building fromGod, a house not built
by human hands, that is eternal in the heavens.

2 For in this earthly house we groan, because we desire to
put on our heavenly dwelling,

3 if indeed, after we have put on our heavenly house, we
will not be found naked.

4 For we groan while we are in this tent, since we are
weighed down, because we do not want to be unclothed, but
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

5Nowtheonewhopreparedus for this verypurpose isGod,
who gave us the Spirit as a down payment.

6Thereforewearealways full of courage, andweknowthat
as long as we are alive here on earth we are absent from the
Lord –

7 for we live by faith, not by sight.
8 Thus we are full of courage and would prefer to be away

from the body and at homewith the Lord.
9 So then whether we are alive or away, we make it our

ambition to please him.
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of

Christ, so that each one may be paid back according to what
he has done while in the body, whether good or evil.

TheMessage of Reconciliation
11Therefore, because we know the fear of the Lord, we try

to persuade people, butwe arewell known toGod, and I hope
we are well known to your consciences too.

12 We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again,
but are giving you an opportunity to be proud of us, so that
you may be able to answer those who take pride in outward
appearance and not in what is in the heart.

13 For if we are out of our minds, it is for God; if we are of
soundmind, it is for you.

14 For the love of Christ controls us, since we have con-
cluded this, that Christ died for all; therefore all have died.

15Andhedied forall so that thosewho live shouldno longer
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was
raised.

16 So then from now on we acknowledge no one from an
outward human point of view. Even though we have known
Christ from such a humanpoint of view, nowwedonot know
him in that way any longer.

17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; what
is old has passed away – look, what is new has come!
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18 And all these things are from God who reconciled us to
himself through Christ, and who has given us theministry of
reconciliation.

19 In other words, in Christ God was reconciling the world
tohimself, not countingpeople’s trespassesagainst them, and
he has given us themessage of reconciliation.

20Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were making His plea through us. We plead with you on
Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God!”

21Godmade the one who did not know sin to be sin for us,
so that in himwewould become the righteousness of God.

6
1Nowbecausewe are fellowworkers, we also urge you not

to receive the grace of God in vain.
2For he says, “ I heard you at the acceptable time, and in the

day of salvation I helped you.” Look, now is the acceptable
time; look, now is the day of salvation!

3We do not give anyone an occasion for taking an offense
in anything, so that no fault may be foundwith ourministry.

4 But as God’s servants, we have commended ourselves in
every way, with great endurance, in persecutions, in difficul-
ties, in distresses,

5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in troubles, in
sleepless nights, in hunger,

6by purity, by knowledge, by patience, by benevolence, by
the Holy Spirit, by genuine love,

7 by truthful teaching, by the power of God, with weapons
of righteousness both for the right hand and for the left,

8 through glory and dishonor, through slander and praise;
regarded as impostors, and yet true;

9 as unknown, and yet well-known; as dying and yet – see!
–we continue to live; as those who are scourged and yet not
executed;

10 as sorrowful, but always rejoicing, as poor, but making
many rich, as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

11Wehave spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart has
been opened wide to you.

12 Our affection for you is not restricted, but you are re-
stricted in your affections for us.

13Nowas a fair exchange – I speak as tomy children – open
wide your hearts to us also.

Unequal Partners
14Do not become partners with those who do not believe,

for what partnership is there between righteousness and
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lawlessness, or what fellowship does light have with dark-
ness?

15 And what agreement does Christ have with Beliar? Or
what does a believer share in commonwith an unbeliever?

16Andwhatmutual agreementdoes the templeofGodhave
with idols? Forweare the templeof the livingGod, just asGod
said, “ I will live in them and will walk among them, and I will
be their God, and theywill bemy people: *.”

17 Therefore “ come out from their midst, and be separate,”
says the Lord, “ and touch no unclean thing, and I will
welcome you,

18 and I will be a father to you, and you will be my sons and
daughters,” says the All-Powerful Lord.

7
1 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends,

let us cleanse ourselves from everything that could defile
the body and the spirit, and thus accomplish holiness out of
reverence for God.

2 Make room for us in your hearts; we have wronged no
one, we have ruined no one, we have exploited no one.

3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I told you before that
you are in ourhearts so thatwedie together and live together
with you.

A Letter That Caused Sadness
4 I have great confidence in you; I take great pride on your

behalf. I am filled with encouragement; I am overflowing
with joy in themidst of all our suffering.

5For evenwhenwe came intoMacedonia, our body had no
rest at all, butwewere troubled in everyway – struggles from
the outside, fears fromwithin.

6 But God, who encourages the downhearted, encouraged
us by the arrival of Titus.

7We were encouraged not only by his arrival, but also by
the encouragement you gave him, as he reported to us your
longing, your mourning, your deep concern for me, so that I
rejoicedmore than ever.

8 For even if I made you sad by my letter, I do not regret
havingwritten it (even though I did regret it, for I see thatmy
letter made you sad, though only for a short time).

9 Now I rejoice, not because you were made sad, but be-
cause youweremade sad to the point of repentance. For you
weremade sadasGod intended, so that youwerenot harmed
in any way by us.
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10 For sadness as intended by God produces a repentance
that leads to salvation, leaving no regret, butworldly sadness
brings about death.

11 For see what this very thing, this sadness as God in-
tended, has produced in you: what eagerness, what defense
of yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing,
what deep concern, what punishment! In everything you
have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.

12So then, even though Iwrote to you, itwasnot onaccount
of the one who did wrong, or on account of the one who was
wronged, but to reveal to you your eagerness on our behalf
before God.

13Therefore we have been encouraged. And in addition to
our own encouragement, we rejoiced evenmore at the joy of
Titus, because all of you have refreshed his spirit.

14 For if I have boasted to him about anything concerning
you, I have not been embarrassed by you, but just as every-
thing we said to you was true, so our boasting to Titus about
you has proved true as well.

15 And his affection for you is much greater when he
remembers the obedience of you all, how youwelcomed him
with fear and trembling.

16 I rejoice because in everything I am fully confident in
you.

8
1 Now we make known to you, brothers and sisters, the

grace of God given to the churches of Macedonia,
2 that during a severe ordeal of suffering, their abundant

joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in thewealth
of their generosity.

3 For I testify, they gave according to their means and
beyond their means. They did so voluntarily,

4 begging us with great earnestness for the blessing and
fellowship of helping the saints.

5And they did this not just as we had hoped, but they gave
themselves first to the Lord and to us by the will of God.

6Thuswe urged Titus that, just as he had previously begun
this work, so also he should complete this act of kindness for
you.

7 But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, and in all eagerness and in the love from us that
is in you –make sure that you excel in this act of kindness too.

8 I am not saying this as a command, but I am testing the
genuineness of your love by comparison with the eagerness
of others.
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9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
although he was rich, he became poor for your sakes, so that
you by his poverty could become rich.

10 So here is my opinion on this matter: It is to your
advantage, since youmade a good start last year both in your
giving and your desire to give,

11 tofinishwhat you started, so that just as youwanted todo
it eagerly, you can also complete it according to yourmeans.

12For if the eagerness is present, the gift itself is acceptable
according towhatever onehas, not according towhathedoes
not have.

13 For I do not say this so there would be relief for others
and suffering for you, but as a matter of equality.

14 At the present time, your abundance will meet their
need, so that one day their abundance may also meet your
need, and thus there may be equality,

15 as it is written: “ The one who gathered much did not
have toomuch, and the onewhogathered little did not have too
little.”

TheMission of Titus
16 But thanks be to God who put in the heart of Titus the

same devotion I have for you,
17 because he not only accepted our request, but since he

was very eager, he is coming to you of his own accord.
18 And we are sending along with him the brother who

is praised by all the churches for his work in spreading the
gospel.

19 In addition, this brother has also been chosen by the
churches as our traveling companion as we administer this
generous gift to the glory of the Lord himself and to showour
readiness to help.

20We did this as a precaution so that no one should blame
us in regard to this generous gift we are administering.

21 For we are concerned about what is right not only before
the Lord but also beforemen.

22 And we are sending with them our brother whom we
have testedmany timesand foundeager inmanymatters, but
who now is much more eager than ever because of the great
confidence he has in you.

23 If there is any question about Titus, he is my partner
and fellowworker among you; if there is any question about
our brothers, they aremessengers of the churches, a glory to
Christ.

24 Therefore show them openly before the churches the
proof of your love and of our pride in you.
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9
1 For it is not necessary for me to write you about this

service to the saints,
2because I know your eagerness to help. I keep boasting to

the Macedonians about this eagerness of yours, that Achaia
has been ready to give since last year, and your zeal to
participate has stirred upmost of them.

3But I amsending thesebrothers so that ourboastingabout
you may not be empty in this case, so that you may be ready
just as I kept telling them.

4 For if any of the Macedonians should come with me and
find that you are not ready to give, we would be humiliated
(not to mention you) by this confidence we had in you.

5 Therefore I thought it necessary to urge these brothers
to go to you in advance and to arrange ahead of time the
generous contribution you had promised, so this may be
ready as a generous gift and not as something you feel forced
to do.

6My point is this: The person who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and the personwho sows generouslywill also
reap generously.

7 Each one of you should give just as he has decided in
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, because God
loves a cheerful giver.

8And God is able to make all grace overflow to you so that
because you have enough of everything in every way at all
times, you will overflow in every good work.

9 Just as it is written, “He has scattered widely, he has given
to the poor; his righteousness remains forever.”

10NowGodwho provides seed for the sower and bread for
food will provide and multiply your supply of seed and will
cause the harvest of your righteousness to grow.

11 You will be enriched in every way so that you may be
generous on every occasion, which is producing through us
thanksgiving to God,

12because the service of thisministry is not only providing
for the needs of the saints but is also overflowing with many
thanks to God.

13Through the evidence of this service theywill glorifyGod
because of your obedience to your confession in the gospel of
Christ and the generosity of your sharingwith themandwith
everyone.

14 And in their prayers on your behalf they long for you
because of the extraordinary grace God has shown to you.

15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
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10
1NowI, Paul, appeal to youpersonallyby themeekness and

gentleness of Christ (I who am meek when present among
you, but am full of courage toward you when away!) –

2nowIask thatwhen I ampresent Imaynothave tobebold
with the confidence that (I expect) I will dare to use against
some who consider us to be behaving according to human
standards.

3For thoughwe live as human beings, we do not wage war
according to human standards,

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not human weapons,
but aremade powerful by God for tearing down strongholds.
We tear down arguments

5 and every arrogant obstacle that is raised up against the
knowledgeofGod, andwe takeevery thought captive tomake
it obey Christ.

6 We are also ready to punish every act of disobedience,
whenever your obedience is complete.

7 You are looking at outward appearances. If anyone is
confident that he belongs to Christ, he should reflect on this
again: Just as he himself belongs to Christ, so too do we.

8 For if I boast somewhat more about our authority that
the Lord gave us for building you up and not for tearing you
down, I will not be ashamed of doing so.

9 I do not want to seem as though I am trying to terrify you
withmy letters,

10 because some say, “His letters are weighty and forceful,
but his physical presence is weak and his speech is of no
account.”

11 Let such a person consider this: What we say by letters
when we are absent, we also are in actions when we are
present.

Paul’sMission
12 For we would not dare to classify or compare ourselves

with some of those who recommend themselves. But when
they measure themselves by themselves and compare them-
selves with themselves, they are without understanding.

13 But we will not boast beyond certain limits, but will
confine our boasting according to the limits of the work to
which God has appointed us, that reaches even as far as you.

14 For we were not overextending ourselves, as though we
did not reach as far as you, becausewewere the first to reach
as far as you with the gospel about Christ.

15Nor do we boast beyond certain limits in the work done
by others, but we hope that as your faith continues to grow,
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our work may be greatly expanded among you according to
our limits,

16 so that we may preach the gospel in the regions that lie
beyond you, and not boast of work already done in another
person’s area.

17But the onewhoboasts|strong="G2744"must boast
in the Lordmust boast in the Lord.

18 For it is not the person who commends himself who is
approved, but the person the Lord commends.

11
1 I wish that you would be patient with me in a little

foolishness, but indeed you are being patient withme!
2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy, because I

promised you in marriage to one husband, to present you as
a pure virgin to Christ.

3But I amafraid that just as the serpent deceived Eve by his
treachery, your minds may be led astray from a sincere and
pure devotion to Christ.

4For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus differ-
ent from the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different
spirit than theoneyou received, or adifferent gospel than the
one you accepted, you put up with it well enough!

5 For I consider myself not at all inferior to those “super-
apostles.”

6And even if I am unskilled in speaking, yet I am certainly
not so in knowledge. Indeed, we have made this plain to you
in everything in every way.

7Ordid I commit a sinbyhumblingmyself so that youcould
be exalted, because I proclaimed the gospel of God to you free
of charge?

8 I robbed other churches by receiving support from them
so that I could serve you!

9When I waswith you andwas in need, I was not a burden
to anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia fully
suppliedmy needs. I kept myself from being a burden to you
in any way, and will continue to do so.

10As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will
not be stopped in the regions of Achaia.

11Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!
12And what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may

eliminate any opportunity for thosewhowant a chance to be
regarded as our equals in the things they boast about.

13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.
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14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light.

15 Therefore it is not surprising his servants also disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will
correspond to their actions.

Paul’s Sufferings for Christ
16 I say again, let no one think that I am a fool. But if you

do, then at least accept me as a fool, so that I too may boast a
little.

17 What I am saying with this boastful confidence I do
not say the way the Lord would. Instead it is, as it were,
foolishness.

18 Since many are boasting according to human standards,
I too will boast.

19For since you are so wise, you put up with fools gladly.
20For you put up with it if someone makes slaves of you, if

someone exploits you, if someone takes advantage of you, if
someone behaves arrogantly toward you, if someone strikes
you in the face.

21 (To my disgrace I must say that we were too weak for
that!) But whatever anyone else dares to boast about (I am
speaking foolishly), I also dare to boast about the same thing.

22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I.
Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I.

23Are they servants of Christ? (I am talking like I am out of
mymind!) I amevenmore so: withmuchgreater labors,with
far more imprisonments, with more severe beatings, facing
deathmany times.

24Five times I received from the Jews forty lashes less one.
25 Three times I was beaten with a rod. Once I received a

stoning. Three times I suffered shipwreck. A night and a day
I spent adrift in the open sea.

26 I have been on journeys many times, in dangers from
rivers, in dangers from robbers, in dangers from my own
countrymen, in dangers fromGentiles, in dangers in the city,
in dangers in the wilderness, in dangers at sea, in dangers
from false brothers,

27 in hard work and toil, through many sleepless nights,
in hunger and thirst, many times without food, in cold and
without enough clothing.

28Apart fromother things, there is thedailypressureonme
of my anxious concern for all the churches.

29Who isweak, and I amnotweak? Who is led into sin, and
I do not burn with indignation?
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30 If Imust boast, I will boast about the things that showmy
weakness.

31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is blessed
forever, knows I am not lying.

32 InDamascus, the governorunderKingAretaswas guard-
ing the city of Damascus in order to arrest me,

33but I was let down in a rope-basket through awindow in
the city wall, and escaped his hands.

12
1 It is necessary to go on boasting. Though it is not prof-

itable, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord.
2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago (whether

in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows) was
caught up to the third heaven.

3 And I know that this man (whether in the body or apart
from the body I do not know, God knows)

4was caught up into paradise and heard things too sacred
to be put into words, things that a person is not permitted to
speak.

5Onbehalf of suchan individual Iwill boast, butonmyown
behalf I will not boast, except about myweaknesses.

6 For even if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I would
be telling the truth, but I refrain from this so that no onemay
regardme beyondwhat he sees inme or what he hears from
me,

7 even because of the extraordinary character of the rev-
elations. Therefore, so that I would not become arrogant, a
thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to
trouble me – so that I would not become arrogant.

8 I asked the Lord three times about this, that it would
depart fromme.

9 But he said to me, “My grace is enough for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” So then, I will boast
most gladly aboutmyweaknesses, so that the power of Christ
may reside inme.

10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, with insults,
with troubles, with persecutions and difficulties for the sake
of Christ, for whenever I amweak, then I am strong.

The Signs of an Apostle
11 I have become a fool. You yourselves forced me to do it,

for I should have been commendedby you. For I lack nothing
in comparison to those “super-apostles,” even though I am
nothing.
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12 Indeed, the signs of an apostle were performed among
youwith great perseverance by signs andwonders and pow-
erful deeds.

13Forhowwereyou treatedworse than theother churches,
except that Imyself was not a burden to you? Forgiveme this
injustice!

14 Look, for the third time I am ready to come to you, and
I will not be a burden to you, because I do not want your
possessions, but you. For children should not have to save up
for their parents, but parents for their children.

15Now Iwill most gladly spend and be spent for your lives!
If I love youmore, am I to be loved less?

16 But be that as it may, I have not burdened you. Yet
because I was a crafty person, I took you in by deceit!

17 I have not taken advantage of you through anyone I have
sent to you, have I?

18 I urgedTitus tovisit youand I sent ourbrother alongwith
him. Titus did not take advantage of you, did he? Did we not
conduct ourselves in the same spirit? Did we not behave in
the sameway?

19Have you been thinking all this time that we have been
defending ourselves to you? Weare speaking in Christ before
God, and everything we do, dear friends, is to build you up.

20For I am afraid that somehowwhen I come Iwill not find
you what I wish, and you will find me not what you wish. I
am afraid that somehow there may be quarreling, jealousy,
intense anger, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance,
and disorder.

21 I am afraid that when I come again, my God may humil-
iate me before you, and I will grieve for many of those who
previously sinnedandhavenot repentedof the impurity, sex-
ual immorality, and licentiousness that they have practiced.

13
1 This is the third time I am coming to visit you. By|

strong="G1909" the testimony the testimony of two|
strong="G1417"or threewitnesses everymatterwill beestab-
lished.

2 I said beforewhen Iwaspresent the second timeandnow,
though absent, I say again to those who sinned previously
and to all the rest, that if I comeagain, Iwill not spare anyone,

3 since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking
through me. He is not weak toward you but is powerful
among you.

4 For indeed he was crucified by reason of weakness, but
he lives because of God’s power. Forwe also areweak in him,
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but we will live together with him, because of God’s power
toward you.

5 Put yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith;
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize regarding
yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you –unless, indeed, you fail
the test!

6And I hope that youwill realize thatwehavenot failed the
test!

7Nowwe pray to God that youmay not do anythingwrong,
not so that wemay appear to have passed the test, but so that
youmaydowhat is right even ifwemayappear tohave failed
the test.

8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for
the sake of the truth.

9Forwe rejoicewheneverwe areweak, but you are strong.
Andwe pray for this: that youmay become fully qualified.

10Because of this I amwriting these thingswhile absent, so
that when I arrive Imay not have to deal harshlywith you by
using my authority – the Lord gave it to me for building up,
not for tearing down!

Final Exhortations and Greetings
11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice, set things right, be

encouraged, agree with one another, live in peace, and the
God of love and peace will be with you.

12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you.

13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love ofGodand
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

14 *

* 13:14 [[EMPTY]]
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Galatians
Salutation

1 From Paul, an apostle (not from men, nor by human
agency, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised
him from the dead)

2and all the brothers withme, to the churches of Galatia.
3Grace and peace to you fromGod the Father and our Lord

Jesus Christ,
4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from this

present evil age according to the will of our God and Father,
5 to whom be glory forever and ever! Amen.
Occasion of the Letter

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one
who called you by the grace of Christ and are following a
different gospel –

7not that there really is another gospel, but there are some
who are disturbing you and wanting to distort the gospel of
Christ.

8 But even if we (or an angel from heaven) should preach
a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be
condemned to hell!

9As we have said before, and now I say again, if any one is
preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let
him be condemned to hell!

10AmInowtrying to gain theapproval of people, or ofGod?
Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please
people, I would not be a slave of Christ!

Paul’s Vindication of His Apostleship
11 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the

gospel I preached is not of human origin.
12For I didnot receive it or learn it fromanyhuman source;

instead I received it by a revelation of Jesus Christ.
13For you have heard of my former way of life in Judaism,

how Iwas savagely persecuting the church of God and trying
to destroy it.

14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my con-
temporaries inmy nation, andwas extremely zealous for the
traditions of my ancestors.

15Butwhen the onewho setme apart frombirth and called
me by his grace was pleased

16 to reveal his Son inme so that I could preach him among
theGentiles, I did not go to ask advice fromanyhumanbeing,
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17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were
apostles before me, but right away I departed to Arabia, and
then returned to Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit
Cephas and get information from him, and I stayed with him
fifteen days.

19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the
Lord’s brother.

20 I assure you that, before God, I am not lying about what I
amwriting to you!

21Afterward I went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia.
22 But I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea

that are in Christ.
23 They were only hearing, “The one who once persecuted

us is nowproclaiming the goodnewsof the faithheonce tried
to destroy.”

24 So they glorified God because of me.

2
1 Then after fourteen years I went up to Jerusalem again

with Barnabas, taking Titus along too.
2 I went there because of a revelation and presented to

them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did so
only in a privatemeetingwith the influential people, tomake
sure that I was not running – or had not run – in vain.

3Yet not even Titus, whowaswithme, was compelled to be
circumcised, although he was a Greek.

4Now this matter arose because of the false brothers with
false pretenses who slipped in unnoticed to spy on our free-
dom that we have in Christ Jesus, to make us slaves.

5 But we did not surrender to them even for a moment, in
order that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

6But from thosewhowere influential (whatever theywere
makesnodifference tome; God showsno favoritismbetween
people ) – those influential leaders added nothing to my
message.

7 On the contrary, when they saw that I was entrusted
with the gospel to the uncircumcised just as Peter was to the
circumcised

8 (for he who empowered Peter for his apostleship to the
circumcised also empowered me for my apostleship to the
Gentiles)

9andwhen James, Cephas, and John, who had a reputation
as pillars, recognized the grace that had been given to me,
they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship,
agreeing that we would go to the Gentiles and they to the
circumcised.
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10Theyrequestedonly thatweremember thepoor, thevery
thing I also was eager to do.

Paul Rebukes Peter
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his

face, because he had clearly done wrong.
12 Until certain people came from James, he had been

eating with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he stopped
doing this and separated himself because he was afraid of
those whowere pro-circumcision.

13 And the rest of the Jews also joined with him in this
hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray with them
by their hypocrisy.

14Butwhen I saw that theywere not behaving consistently
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them
all, “If you, although you are a Jew, live like a Gentile and not
like a Jew, how can you try to force the Gentiles to live like
Jews?”

Jews and Gentiles are Justified by Faith
15We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners,
16 yet we know that no one is justified by the works of the

lawbut by the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Andwehave come
to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by the
faithfulness of Christ andnotby theworksof the law, because
by the works of the law no one will be justified.

17But if while seeking to be justified in Christ we ourselves
have also been found to be sinners, is Christ then one who
encourages sin? Absolutely not!

18 But if I build up again those things I once destroyed, I
demonstrate that I am one who breaks God’s law.

19For through the law I died to the law so that I may live to
God.

20 I havebeen crucifiedwithChrist, and it is no longer Iwho
live, but Christ lives inme. So the life I now live in the body, I
live because of the faithfulness of the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.

21 I do not set aside God’s grace, because if righteousness
could come through the law, then Christ died for nothing!

3
1You foolishGalatians! Whohas cast a spell on you? Before

your eyes Jesus Christ was vividly portrayed as crucified!
2 The only thing I want to learn from you is this: Did

you receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law or by
believing what you heard?



Galatians 3:3 348 Galatians 3:18

3 Are you so foolish? Although you began with the Spirit,
are you now trying to finish by human effort?

4Have you suffered somany things for nothing? – if indeed
it was for nothing.

5 Does God then give you the Spirit and work miracles
among you by your doing the works of the law or by your
believing what you heard?

6 Just as Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him
as righteousness,

7 so then, understand that thosewhobelieve are the sons of
Abraham.

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, proclaimed the gospel to Abrahamahead of
time, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you*.”

9 So then those who believe are blessed along with Abra-
ham the believer.

10For allwho rely ondoing theworks of the lawareunder a
curse, because it is written, “ Cursed is everyonewho does not
keep on doing everythingwritten in the book of the law.”

11Now it is clear no one is justified before God by the law,
because the righteous onewill live by faith.

12But the law is not based on faith, but the onewhodoes the
works of the law will live by them.

13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becom-
ing a curse for us (because it is written, “ Cursed is everyone
who hangs on a tree”)

14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham
would come to the Gentiles, so that we could receive the
promise of the Spirit by faith.

Inheritance Comes from Promises and not Law
15 Brothers and sisters, I offer an example from everyday

life: Whenacovenanthasbeen ratified, even though it is only
a human contract, no one can set it aside or add anything to
it.

16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his
descendant. Scripture does not say, “and to the descendants,”
referring to many, but “ and to your descendant,” referring to
one, who is Christ.

17What I amsaying is this: The law that came fourhundred
thirty years later does not cancel a covenant previously
ratified by God, so as to invalidate the promise.

18 For if the inheritance is based on the law, it is no longer
based on the promise, but God graciously gave it to Abraham
through the promise.
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19Why then was the law given? It was added because of
transgressions, until the arrival of the descendant to whom
the promise had been made. It was administered through
angels by an intermediary.

20Now an intermediary is not for one party alone, but God
is one.

21 Is the law therefore opposed to the promises of God?
Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that was able to
give life, then righteousness would certainly have come by
the law.

22 But the scripture imprisoned everything and everyone
under sin so that the promise could be given – because of the
faithfulness of Jesus Christ – to those who believe.

Sons of God Are Heirs of Promise
23 Now before faith came we were held in custody under

the law, being kept as prisoners until the coming faith would
be revealed.

24 Thus the law had become our guardian until Christ, so
that we could be declared righteous by faith.

25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a
guardian.

26For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith.
27For all of youwhowere baptized into Christ have clothed

yourselves with Christ.
28There is neither Jewnor Greek, there is neither slave nor

free, there is neither male nor female – for all of you are one
in Christ Jesus.

29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
descendants, heirs according to the promise.

4
1 Now I mean that the heir, as long as he is a minor, is no

different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything.
2But he is under guardians andmanagers until the date set

by his father.
3 So also we, when we were minors, were enslaved under

the basic forces of the world.
4Butwhen the appropriate timehad come, God sent out his

Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we may

be adopted as sons with full rights.
6 And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son

into our hearts, who calls “Abba! Father!”
7So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if you are a son,

then you are also an heir through God.
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Heirs of Promise Are Not to Return to Law
8Formerlywhen you did not knowGod, youwere enslaved

to beings that by nature are not gods at all.
9But now that you have come to know God (or rather to be

knownbyGod), howcanyou turnback again to theweak and
worthless basic forces? Do you want to be enslaved to them
all over again?

10Youareobservingreligiousdaysandmonthsandseasons
and years.

11 I fear for you that my work for you may have been in
vain.

12 I beg you, brothers and sisters, become like me, because
I have become like you. You have doneme nowrong!

Personal Appeal of Paul
13 But you know it was because of a physical illness that I

first proclaimed the gospel to you,
14and thoughmyphysical condition put you to the test, you

did not despise or reject me. Instead, you welcomed me as
though I were an angel of God, as though I were Christ Jesus
himself!

15Where then is your sense of happiness now? For I testify
about you that if it were possible, you would have pulled out
your eyes and given them tome!

16 So then, have I become your enemy by telling you the
truth?

17 They court you eagerly, but for no good purpose; they
want to exclude you, so that you would seek them eagerly.

18 However, it is good to be sought eagerly for a good
purpose at all times, and not only when I am present with
you.

19 My children – I am again undergoing birth pains until
Christ is formed in you!

20 I wish I could be with you now and change my tone of
voice, because I am perplexed about you.

AnAppeal fromAllegory
21 Tell me, you who want to be under the law, do you not

understand the law?
22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the

slave woman and the other by the free woman.
23But one, the sonby the slavewoman,wasbornbynatural

descent,while the other, the sonby the freewoman,wasborn
through the promise.

24 These things may be treated as an allegory, for these
women represent two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai
bearing children for slavery; this is Hagar.
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25NowHagar represents Mount Sinai in Arabia and corre-
sponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slaverywith her
children.

26But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.
27For it is written:

“ Rejoice, O barrenwomanwho does not bear children;
break forth and shout, youwho have no birth pains,
because thechildrenof thedesolatewomanaremorenumerous
than those of the womanwho has a husband.”

28But you, brothers and sisters, are children of the promise
like Isaac.

29 But just as at that time the one born by natural descent
persecuted the one born according to the Spirit, so it is now.

30 But what does the scripture say? “ Throw out the slave
woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman will not
share the inheritance with the son” of the free woman.

31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of
the slave woman but of the free woman.

5
1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and

do not be subject again to the yoke of slavery.
2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be

circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you at all!
3 And I testify again to every man who lets himself be

circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law.
4 You who are trying to be declared righteous by the law

have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from
grace!

5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we wait expectantly for
the hope of righteousness.

6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumci-
sion carries any weight – the only thing that matters is faith
working through love.

7Youwere runningwell; who prevented you from obeying
the truth?

8 This persuasion does not come from the one who calls
you!

9A little yeast makes the whole batch of dough rise!
10 I am confident in the Lord that you will accept no other

view. But the one who is confusing you will pay the penalty,
whoever hemay be.

11 Now, brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching cir-
cumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the
offense of the cross has been removed.

12 I wish those agitators would go so far as to castrate
themselves!
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Practice Love
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;

only do not use your freedom as an opportunity to indulge
your flesh, but through love serve one another.

14 For the whole law can be summed up in a single com-
mandment, namely, “ You must love your neighbor as your-
self.”

15However, if you continually bite anddevour one another,
beware that you are not consumed by one another.

16But I say, live by the Spirit and you will not carry out the
desires of the flesh.

17 For the flesh has desires that are opposed to the Spirit,
and the Spirit has desires that are opposed to the flesh, for
these are in opposition to each other, so that you cannot do
what you want.

18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19Now theworks of the flesh are obvious: sexual immoral-

ity, impurity, depravity,
20 idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of

anger, selfish rivalries, dissensions, factions,
21 envying, murder, drunkenness, carousing, and similar

things. I amwarning you, as I hadwarned you before: Those
whopractice such thingswill not inherit the kingdomofGod!

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is
no law.

24Now those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires.

25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also behave in accordance
with the Spirit.

26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another,
being jealous of one another.

6
1 Brothers and sisters, if a person is discovered in some

sin, you who are spiritual restore such a person in a spirit of
gentleness. Pay close attention to yourselves, so that you are
not tempted too.

2 Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ.

3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing,
he deceives himself.

4 Let each one examine his own work. Then he can take
pride in himself and not compare himselfwith someone else.

5For each one will carry his own load.
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6Now the one who receives instruction in the word must
share all good things with the one who teaches it.

7 Do not be deceived. God will not be made a fool. For a
person will reap what he sows,

8 because the person who sows to his own flesh will reap
corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit
will reap eternal life from the Spirit.

9Sowemust not growweary in doing good, for in due time
wewill reap, if we do not give up.

10So then,wheneverwehaveanopportunity, let usdogood
to all people, and especially to thosewho belong to the family
of faith.

Final Instructions and Benediction
11Seewhat big letters Imake as I write to youwithmy own

hand!
12 Those who want to make a good showing in external

matters are trying to force you to be circumcised. They do
so only to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ.

13 For those who are circumcised do not obey the law
themselves, but they want you to be circumcised so that they
can boast about your flesh.

14 But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to
me, and I to the world.

15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for
anything; the only thing that matters is a new creation!

16 And all who will behave in accordance with this rule,
peace andmercy be on them, and on the Israel of God.

17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear the
marks of Jesus onmy body.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
brothers and sisters. Amen.
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Ephesians

Salutation
1From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to

the saints [in Ephesus], the faithful in Christ Jesus.
2Grace and peace to you fromGod our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ!

Spiritual Blessings in Christ
3Blessed is theGodandFatherof ourLord JesusChrist,who

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
realms in Christ.

4 For he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world that we may be holy and unblemished in his sight in
love.

5 He did this by predestining us to adoption as his sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the pleasure of his will –

6 to the praise of the glory of his grace that he has freely
bestowed on us in his dearly loved Son.

7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the for-
giveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace

8 that he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight.
9He did this when he revealed to us the secret of his will,

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
10 toward the administration of the fullness of the times,

to head up all things in Christ – the things in heaven and the
things on earth.

11 In Christ we too have been claimed as God’s own posses-
sion, sincewewerepredestinedaccording to theonepurpose
of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel
of his will

12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
would be to the praise of his glory.

13Andwhenyouheard thewordof truth (thegospel of your
salvation) – when you believed in Christ – you were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit,

14who is the down payment of our inheritance, until the
redemptionofGod’sownpossession, to thepraiseofhis glory.

Prayer forWisdom and Revelation
15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the

Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you when I remember

you inmy prayers.
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17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and revelation in your
growing knowledge of him,

18 – since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened – so
that youmay knowwhat is the hope of his calling, what is the
wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints,

19 and what is the incomparable greatness of his power
toward us who believe, as displayed in the exercise of his
immense strength.

20 This power he exercised in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heav-
enly realms

21 far above every rule and authority and power and do-
minion and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the one to come.

22 And God put all things under Christ’s feet, and he gave
him to the church as head over all things.

23Now the church is his body, the fullness of him who fills
all in all.

2
1And although you were dead in your transgressions and

sins,
2 in which you formerly lived according to this world’s

present path, according to the ruler of the kingdom of the
air, the ruler of the spirit that is now energizing the sons of
disobedience,

3among whom all of us also formerly lived out our lives in
thecravingsofourflesh, indulging thedesiresof thefleshand
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath even as the
rest…

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love
with which he loved us,

5 even though we were dead in transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ – by grace you are saved! –

6 and he raised us up with him and seated us with him in
the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,

7 to demonstrate in the coming ages the surpassing wealth
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God;

9 it is not fromworks, so that no one can boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, having been created in

Christ Jesus for goodworks that God prepared beforehand so
wemay do them.

NewLife Corporately
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11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in
the flesh – who are called “uncircumcision” by the so-called
“circumcision” that is performed on the body by human
hands –

12 that youwere at that timewithout theMessiah, alienated
from the citizenship of Israel and strangers to the covenants
of promise, having no hope andwithout God in the world.

13But now inChrist Jesus youwhoused to be far awayhave
been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14 For he is our peace, the one who made both groups
into one and who destroyed the middle wall of partition, the
hostility,

15when he nullified in his flesh the law of commandments
in decrees. He did this to create in himself one newman out
of two, thus making peace,

16 and to reconcile them both in one body to God through
the cross, by which the hostility has been killed.

17Andhe cameandpreachedpeace to youwhowere far off
and peace to those whowere near,

18 so that through him we both have access in one Spirit to
the Father.

19So thenyouareno longer foreigners andnoncitizens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints andmembers of God’s
household,

20 because you have been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cor-
nerstone.

21 In him the whole building, being joined together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord,

22 inwhomyoualso are being built together into a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit.

3
1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the

sake of you Gentiles –
2 if indeedyouhaveheardof the stewardshipofGod’s grace

that was given to me for you,
3 that by revelation the divine secret was made known to

me, as I wrote before briefly.
4 When reading this, you will be able to understand my

insight into this secret of Christ.
5 Now this secret was not disclosed to people in former

generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit,
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6 namely, that through the gospel the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of
the promise in Christ Jesus.

7 I became a servant of this gospel according to the gift of
God’s grace thatwas given tome by the exercise of his power.

8Tome – less than the least of all the saints – this grace was
given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of
Christ

9 and to enlighten everyone about God’s secret plan – a
secret that has been hidden for ages in God who has created
all things.

10 The purpose of this enlightenment is that through the
church the multifaceted wisdom of God should now be
disclosed to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly
realms.

11Thiswas according to the eternal purpose that he accom-
plished in Christ Jesus our Lord,

12 in whom we have boldness and confident access to God
because of Christ’s faithfulness.

13For this reason I ask younot to loseheart because ofwhat
I am suffering for you, which is your glory.

Prayer for Strengthened Love
14For this reason I kneel before the Father,
15 from whom every family in heaven and on the earth is

named.
16 I pray that according to the wealth of his glory he may

grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit
in the inner person,

17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, so
that, because you have been rooted and grounded in love,

18 you may be able to comprehend with all the saints what
is the breadth and length and height and depth,

19and thus to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowl-
edge, so that youmay be filled up to all the fullness of God.

20Now to him who by the power that is working within us
is able to do far beyond all that we ask or think,

21 to himbe the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

4
1 I, therefore, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live

worthily of the calling with which you have been called,
2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing

with one another in love,
3making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the

bond of peace.
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4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you too were
called to the one hope of your calling,

5one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all

and in all.
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the

measure of the gift of Christ.
8Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he captured

captives; he gave gifts tomen.”
9Nowwhat is themeaning of “ he ascended,” except that he

also descended to the lower regions, namely, the earth?
10 He, the very one who descended, is also the one who

ascended above all the heavens, in order to fill all things.
11 It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets,

some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, that is, to

build up the body of Christ,
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the

knowledge of the Son of God – a mature person, attaining to
themeasure of Christ’s full stature.

14Sowe are no longer to be children, tossed back and forth
by waves and carried about by every wind of teaching by
the trickery of people who craftily carry out their deceitful
schemes.

15But practicing the truth in love, wewill in all things grow
up into Christ, who is the head.

16Fromhim thewhole body grows, fitted andheld together
throughevery supporting ligament. As eachonedoes its part,
the body grows in love.

Live in Holiness
17So I say this, and insist in the Lord, that youno longer live

as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.
18 They are darkened in their understanding, being alien-

ated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in
them due to the hardness of their hearts.

19 Because they are callous, they have given themselves
over to indecency for the practice of every kind of impurity
with greediness.

20But you did not learn about Christ like this,
21 if indeed you heard about him and were taught in him,

just as the truth is in Jesus.
22Youwere taughtwith reference toyour formerwayof life

to layaside theoldmanwho is being corrupted inaccordance
with deceitful desires,

23 to be renewed in the spirit of yourmind,
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24and toput on thenewmanwhohasbeen created inGod’s
image – in righteousness and holiness that comes from truth.

25 Therefore, having laid aside falsehood , each one of you
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one
another.

26 Beangry anddonot sin; do not let the sun go downon the
cause of your anger.

27Do not give the devil an opportunity.
28The one who steals must steal no longer; rather he must

labor, doing good with his own hands, so that he may have
something to share with the one who has need.

29 You must let no unwholesome word come out of your
mouth, but only what is beneficial for the building up of the
one in need, that it may give grace to those who hear.

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you
were sealed for the day of redemption.

31Youmustput awayeverykindofbitterness, anger,wrath,
quarreling, and evil, slanderous talk.

32 Instead, bekind tooneanother, compassionate, forgiving
one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you.

5
1Therefore, be imitators of God as dearly loved children
2 and live in love, just as Christ also loved us and gave

himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God.
3But among you there must not be either sexual immoral-

ity, impurity of any kind, or greed, as these are not fitting for
the saints.

4 Neither should there be vulgar speech, foolish talk, or
coarse jesting – all of which are out of character – but rather
thanksgiving.

5For you can be confident of this one thing: that no person
who is immoral, impure, or greedy (such a person is an
idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
God.

Live in the Light
6Let nobody deceive youwith emptywords, for because of

these things God’s wrath comes on the sons of disobedience.
7Therefore do not be partakers with them,
8 for you were at one time darkness, but now you are light

in the Lord. Walk as children of the light –
9 for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteous-

ness, and truth –
10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
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11Donotparticipate in theunfruitfuldeedsofdarkness, but
rather expose them.

12 For the things they do in secret are shameful even to
mention.

13 But all things being exposed by the light are made evi-
dent.

14For everything made evident is light, and for this reason
it says:
“Awake, O sleeper!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you!”

LiveWisely
15 Therefore be very careful how you live – not as unwise

but as wise,
16 taking advantage of every opportunity, because the days

are evil.
17 For this reason do not be foolish, but be wise by under-

standing what the Lord’s will is.
18 And do not get drunk with wine, which is debauchery,

but be filled by the Spirit,
19 speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual

songs, singing andmakingmusic in your hearts to the Lord,
20 always giving thanks to God the Father for each other in

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
21 and submitting to one another out of reverence for

Christ.
Exhortations to Households

22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord,
23because the husband is the head of thewife as also Christ

is the head of the church – he himself being the savior of the
body.

24But as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should
submit to their husbands in everything.

25Husbands, loveyourwives just asChrist loved thechurch
and gave himself for her

26 to sanctify her by cleansing her with the washing of the
water by the word,

27 so that he may present the church to himself as glorious
– not having a stain orwrinkle, or any such blemish, but holy
and blameless.

28 In the same way husbands ought to love their wives as
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

29 For no one has ever hated his own body but he feeds it
and takes care of it, just as Christ also does the church,

30 for we aremembers of his body.
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31 For this reason amanwill leave his father andmother and
will be joined to his wife, and the twowill become one flesh.

32 This mystery is great – but I am actually speaking with
reference to Christ and the church.

33Nevertheless, eachoneofyoumustalso lovehisownwife
as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

6
1Children, obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.
2 “Honor your father and mother,,*”which is the first com-

mandment accompanied by a promise, namely,
3 “ that it may go well with you and that you will live a long

time on the earth.”
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but raise

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
5 Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trem-

bling, in the sincerity of your heart as to Christ,
6 not like those who do their work only when someone is

watching – as people-pleasers – but as slaves of Christ doing
the will of God from the heart.

7Obeywithenthusiasm, as thoughserving theLordandnot
people,

8 because you know that each person, whether slave or
free, if he does something good, this will be rewarded by the
Lord.

9Masters, treat your slaves the sameway, giving up the use
of threats, because you know that both you and they have the
samemaster in heaven, and there is no favoritismwith him.

Exhortations for SpiritualWarfare
10 Finally, be strengthened in the Lord and in the strength

of his power.
11Clothe yourselves with the full armor of God so that you

may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.
12Forour struggle isnotagainstfleshandblood, butagainst

the rulers, against the powers, against theworld rulers of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens.

13For this reason, take up the full armor of God so that you
may be able to stand your ground on the evil day, and having
done everything, to stand.

14 Stand firm therefore, by fastening the belt of truth
aroundyourwaist, byputtingon thebreastplateof righteous-
ness,

15by fitting your feetwith the preparation that comes from
the good news of peace,
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16 and in all of this, by taking up the shield of faith with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil
one.

17 And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.

18With every prayer and petition, pray at all times in the
Spirit, and to this end be alert, with all perseverance and
requests for all the saints.

19 Pray for me also, that I may be given the message when
I begin to speak – that I may confidently make known the
mystery of the gospel,

20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may
be able to speak boldly as I ought to speak.

Farewell Comments
21 Tychicus, my dear brother and faithful servant in the

Lord,willmakeeverythingknown toyou, so that you toomay
know about my circumstances, how I am doing.

22 I have sent him to you for this verypurpose, that youmay
know our circumstances and that he may encourage your
hearts.

23 Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith,
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

24Grace be with all of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ
with an undying love.
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Philippians
Salutation

1 From Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the
saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the overseers
and deacons.

2Grace and peace to you fromGod our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Prayer for the Church
3 I thankmy God every time I remember you.
4 I always pray with joy inmy every prayer for all of you
5 because of your participation in the gospel from the first

day until now.
6For I am sure of this very thing, that the one who began a

good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
7For it is right forme to think this about all of you, because

I have you inmyheart, since both inmy imprisonment and in
the defense and confirmation of the gospel all of you became
partners in God’s grace together withme.

8 For God is my witness that I long for all of you with the
affection of Christ Jesus.

9And I pray this, that your lovemayaboundevenmore and
more in knowledge and every kind of insight

10 so that you can decide what is best, and thus be sincere
and blameless for the day of Christ,

11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.

Ministry as a Prisoner
12 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that my situa-

tion has actually turned out to advance the gospel:
13The whole imperial guard and everyone else knows that

I am in prison for the sake of Christ,
14 and most of the brothers and sisters, having confidence

in the Lord because of my imprisonment, now more than
ever dare to speak the word fearlessly.

15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from goodwill.

16 The latter do so from love because they know that I am
placed here for the defense of the gospel.

17 The former proclaim Christ from selfish ambition, not
sincerely, because they think they can cause trouble for me
inmy imprisonment.
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18What is the result? Only that in every way, whether in
pretense or in truth, Christ is being proclaimed, and in this I
rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice,
19 for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance

throughyourprayers and thehelpof theSpirit of JesusChrist.
20Myconfident hope is that Iwill in nowaybe ashamedbut

that with complete boldness, even now as always, Christ will
be exalted inmy body, whether I live or die.

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.
22 Now if I am to go on living in the body, this will mean

productive work for me, yet I don’t knowwhich I prefer:
23 I feel torn between the two, because I have a desire to

depart and be with Christ, which is better by far,
24but it ismore vital for your sake that I remain in thebody.
25And since I am sure of this, I know that I will remain and

continue with all of you for the sake of your progress and joy
in the faith,

26 so that what you can be proud of may increase because
of me in Christ Jesus, when I come back to you.

27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the
gospel of Christ so that – whether I come and see you or
whether I remainabsent – I shouldhear that youare standing
firm in one spirit, with one mind, by contending side by side
for the faith of the gospel,

28 and by not being intimidated in any way by your oppo-
nents. This is a sign of their destruction, but of your salvation
– a sign which is from God.

29For it has beengranted to younot only tobelieve inChrist
but also to suffer for him,

30 since you are encountering the same conflict that you
sawme face and now hear that I am facing.

2
1 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any

comfort provided by love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any
affection or mercy,

2 complete my joy and be of the same mind, by having the
same love, being united in spirit, and having one purpose.

3 Instead of being motivated by selfish ambition or vanity,
eachofyoushould, inhumility, bemoved to treatoneanother
as more important than yourself.

4Eachof you should be concernednot only about your own
interests, but about the interests of others as well.

5 You should have the same attitude toward one another
that Christ Jesus had,
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6
who though he existed in the form of God
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
7but emptied himself
by taking on the form of a slave,
by looking like other men,
and by sharing in human nature.
8He humbled himself,
by becoming obedient to the point of death
– even death on a cross!
9As a result God exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow
– in heaven and on earth and under the earth –
11and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord
to the glory of God the Father.

Lights in theWorld
12So then,mydear friends, just as youhave always obeyed,

not only in my presence but even more in my absence, con-
tinue working out your salvation with awe and reverence,

13 for the one bringing forth in you both the desire and the
effort – for the sake of his good pleasure – is God.

14Do everything without grumbling or arguing,
15 so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God

without blemish though you live in a crooked and perverse
society, in which you shine as lights in the world

16 by holding on to the word of life so that on the day of
Christ I will have a reason to boast that I did not run in vain
nor labor in vain.

17But even if I ambeing poured out like a drink offering on
the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice
together with all of you.

18And in the sameway you also should be glad and rejoice
together withme.

Models forMinistry
19NowIhope in theLord Jesus to sendTimothy to you soon,

so that I toomay be encouraged by hearing news about you.
20For there is no onehere like himwhowill readily demon-

strate his deep concern for you.
21 Others are busy with their own concerns, not those of

Jesus Christ.
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22But you know his qualifications, that like a son working
with his father, he served withme in advancing the gospel.

23 So I hope to send him as soon as I know more about my
situation,

24 though I am confident in the Lord that I too will be
coming to see you soon.

25 But for now I have considered it necessary to send
Epaphroditus to you. For he is my brother, coworker and
fellow soldier, and yourmessenger andminister to me inmy
need.

26 Indeed, he greatly missed all of you and was distressed
because you heard that he had been ill.

27 In fact he became so ill that he nearly died. But God
showed mercy to him – and not to him only, but also to me
– so that I would not have grief on top of grief.

28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that
whenyouseehimagainyoucanrejoiceand I canbe free from
anxiety.

29 So welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor
people like him,

30 since it was because of the work of Christ that he almost
died. He risked his life so that he could make up for your
inability to serveme.

3
1 Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! To

write this again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for
you.

2Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of
those whomutilate the flesh!

3Forwe are the circumcision, the oneswhoworship by the
Spirit of God, exult in Christ Jesus, and do not rely on human
credentials

4 – though mine too are significant. If someone thinks he
has good reasons to put confidence in human credentials, I
havemore:

5 I was circumcised on the eighth day, from the people of
Israel and the tribeofBenjamin, aHebrewofHebrews. I lived
according to the law as a Pharisee.

6 In my zeal for God I persecuted the church. According to
the righteousness stipulated in the law I was blameless.

7 But these assets I have come to regard as liabilities be-
cause of Christ.

8 More than that, I now regard all things as liabilities
compared to the far greater value of knowing Christ Jesusmy
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things – indeed,
I regard them as dung! – that I may gain Christ,
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9 and be found in him, not because I have my own righ-
teousness derived from the law, but because I have the
righteousness that comes by way of Christ’s faithfulness –
a righteousness from God that is in fact based on Christ’s
faithfulness.

10My aim is to know him, to experience the power of his
resurrection, to share in his sufferings, and to be like him in
his death,

11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the
dead.

Keep Going Forward
12Not that I have already attained this – that is, I have not

already been perfected – but I strive to lay hold of that for
which Christ Jesus also laid hold of me.

13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself to have
attained this. Instead I am single-minded: Forgetting the
things that arebehindandreachingout for the things that are
ahead,

14 with this goal in mind, I strive toward the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

15Therefore let those of us who are “perfect” embrace this
point of view. If you think otherwise, God will reveal to you
the error of your ways.

16Nevertheless, let us live up to the standard that we have
already attained.

17 Be imitators of me, brothers and sisters, and watch
carefully those who are living this way, just as you have us
as an example.

18 For many live, about whom I have often told you, and
now, with tears, I tell you that they are the enemies of the
cross of Christ.

19Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, they exult
in their shame, and they think about earthly things.

20 But our citizenship is in heaven – and we also await a
savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,

21whowill transform these humble bodies of ours into the
likenessofhis gloriousbodybymeansof thatpowerbywhich
he is able to subject all things to himself.

4
1So then,mybrothers and sisters, dear friendswhomI long

to see, my joy and crown, stand in the Lord in this way, my
dear friends!

2 I appeal to Euodia and to Syntyche to agree in the Lord.
3 Yes, I say also to you, true companion, help them. They

have struggled together in the gospelministry alongwithme
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and Clement and my other coworkers, whose names are in
the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say, rejoice!
5Let everyone see your gentleness. The Lord is near!
6 Do not be anxious about anything. Instead, in every

situation, through prayer and petitionwith thanksgiving, tell
your requests to God.

7 And the peace of God that surpasses all understanding
will guard your hearts andminds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever
is worthy of respect, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if something
is excellent or praiseworthy, think about these things.

9Andwhat you learned and received andheard and saw in
me, do these things. And the God of peace will be with you.

Appreciation for Support
10 I have great joy in the Lord because now at last you have

again expressed your concern forme. (Now I knowyouwere
concerned before but had no opportunity to do anything.)

11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have
learned to be content in any circumstance.

12 I have experienced times of need and times of abun-
dance. In any and every circumstance I have learned the
secret of contentment, whether I go satisfied or hungry, have
plenty or nothing.

13 I am able to do all things through the one who strength-
ens me.

14Nevertheless, you did well to share with me in my trou-
ble.

15 And as you Philippians know, at the beginning of my
gospel ministry, when I left Macedonia, no church shared
with me in this matter of giving and receiving except you
alone.

16For even in Thessalonica onmore than one occasion you
sent something for my need.

17 I do not say this because I am seeking a gift. Rather, I seek
the credit that abounds to your account.

18 For I have received everything, and I have plenty. I
have all I need because I received from Epaphroditus what
you sent – a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, very
pleasing to God.

19AndmyGodwill supply your every need according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

20May glory be given to God our Father forever and ever.
Amen.
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Final Greetings
21 Give greetings to all the saints in Christ Jesus. The

brothers withme here send greetings.
22 All the saints greet you, especially those who belong to

Caesar’s household.
23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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Colossians
Salutation

1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
and Timothy our brother,

2 to the saints, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ, at
Colossae. Grace and peace to you from God our Father!

Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer for the Church
3Wealways give thanks toGod, theFather of ourLord Jesus

Christ, whenwe pray for you,
4 since we heard about your faith in Christ Jesus and the

love that you have for all the saints.
5Your faith and love have arisen from the hope laid up for

you in heaven, which you have heard about in the message
of truth, the gospel

6 that has come toyou. Just as in the entireworld this gospel
is bearing fruit and growing, so it has also been bearing fruit
and growing among you from the first day you heard it and
understood the grace of God in truth.

7 You learned the gospel from Epaphras, our dear fellow
slave – a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf –

8who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

Paul’s Prayer for the Growth of the Church
9For this reasonwe also, from the daywe heard about you,

have not ceased praying for you and asking God to fill you
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,

10 so that youmay live worthily of the Lord and please him
in all respects – bearing fruit in every good deed, growing in
the knowledge of God,

11 being strengthened with all power according to his glo-
rious might for the display of all patience and steadfastness,
joyfully

12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified you to
share in the saints’ inheritance in the light.

13He delivered us from the power of darkness and trans-
ferred us to the kingdom of the Son he loves,

14 in whomwe have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Supremacy of Christ
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all

creation,
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16 for all things in heaven and on earth were created by
him – all things, whether visible or invisible, whether
thrones or dominions, whether principalities or pow-
ers – all things were created through him and for him.

17 He himself is before all things and all things are held
together in him.

18 He is the head of the body, the church, as well as the
beginning, the firstborn from among the dead, so that
he himself may become first in all things.

19ForGodwaspleased tohave all his fullness dwell in the Son
20 and through him to reconcile all things to himself by

making peace through the blood of his cross – through
him, whether things on earth or things in heaven.

Paul’s Goal inMinistry
21And youwere at one time strangers and enemies in your

minds as expressed through your evil deeds,
22 but now he has reconciled you by his physical body

through death to present you holy, without blemish, and
blameless before him –

23 if indeed you remain in the faith, established and firm,
without shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard.
This gospel has also been preached in all creation under
heaven, and I, Paul, have become its servant.

24Now I rejoice inmy sufferings for you, and I fill up inmy
physical body – for the sake of his body, the church –what is
lacking in the sufferings of Christ.

25 I became a servant of the church according to the stew-
ardship fromGod – given tome for you – in order to complete
the word of God,

26 that is, the mystery that has been kept hidden from ages
and generations, but has now been revealed to his saints.

27God wanted to make known to them the glorious riches
of thismystery among theGentiles,which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.

28We proclaim him by instructing and teaching all people
with all wisdom so thatwemay present every personmature
in Christ.

29 Toward this goal I also labor, struggling according to his
power that powerfully works inme.

2
1For Iwant you toknowhowgreat a struggle I have for you,

and for those in Laodicea, and for thosewhohavenotmetme
face to face.

2 My goal is that their hearts, having been knit together
in love, may be encouraged, and that they may have all the
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riches that assurance brings in their understanding of the
knowledge of themystery of God, namely, Christ,

3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.

4 I say this so that no one will deceive you through argu-
ments that sound reasonable.

5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your morale and the
firmness of your faith in Christ.

Warnings Against the Adoption of False Philosophies
6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,

continue to live your lives in him,
7 rooted and built up in him and firm in your faith just as

you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
8 Be careful not to allow anyone to captivate you through

an empty, deceitful philosophy that is according to human
traditions and the elemental spirits of the world, and not
according to Christ.

9For in him all the fullness of deity lives in bodily form,
10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head over

every ruler and authority.
11 In him you also were circumcised – not, however, with

a circumcision performed by human hands, but by the re-
moval of the fleshly body, that is, through the circumcision
done by Christ.

12Having been buried with him in baptism, you also have
been raised with him through your faith in the power of God
who raised him from the dead.

13And even though you were dead in your transgressions
and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he nevertheless
made you alive with him, having forgiven all your transgres-
sions.

14 He has destroyed what was against us, a certificate of
indebtedness expressed in decrees opposed to us. He has
taken it away by nailing it to the cross.

15 Disarming the rulers and authorities, he has made a
public disgrace of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you with respect to
food or drink, or in the matter of a feast, new moon, or
Sabbath days –

17 these are only the shadow of the things to come, but the
reality is Christ!

18 Let no one who delights in humility and the worship of
angels pass judgment on you. That person goes on at great
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lengths about what he has supposedly seen, but he is puffed
upwith empty notions by his fleshly mind.

19He has not held fast to the head from whom the whole
body, supported and knit together through its ligaments and
sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.

20 If youhave diedwith Christ to the elemental spirits of the
world, why do you submit to them as though you lived in the
world?

21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”
22These are all destined to perishwith use, founded as they

are on human commands and teachings.
23 Even though they have the appearance of wisdom with

their self-imposed worship and false humility achieved by
an unsparing treatment of the body – a wisdomwith no true
value – they in reality result in fleshly indulgence.

3
1 Therefore, if you have been raised with Christ, keep

seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God.

2Keep thinking about things above, not things on the earth,
3 for you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in

God.
4When Christ (who is your life) appears, then you too will

be revealed in glory with him.
5 So put to death whatever in your nature belongs to the

earth: sexual immorality, impurity, shameful passion, evil
desire, and greed which is idolatry.

6Because of these things the wrath of God is coming on the
sons of disobedience.

7You also lived your lives in thisway at one time,when you
used to live among them.

8 But now, put off all such things as anger, rage, malice,
slander, abusive language from yourmouth.

9 Do not lie to one another since you have put off the old
manwith its practices

10 and have been clothed with the new man that is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of the onewho
created it.

11 Here there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised or
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ
is all and in all.

Exhortation to Unity and Love
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and dearly loved,

clothe yourselves with a heart of mercy, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience,
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13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if
someone happens to have a complaint against anyone else.
Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also forgive others.

14 And to all these virtues add love, which is the perfect
bond.

15Let the peace of Christ be in control in yourheart (for you
were in fact called as onebody to this peace), andbe thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching
and exhorting one another with all wisdom, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, all with grace in your hearts to
God.

17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

Exhortation to Households
18Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered

against them.
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is

pleasing in the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not

become disheartened.
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in every respect, not

only when they are watching – like those who are strictly
people-pleasers – but with a sincere heart, fearing the Lord.

23Whatever you are doing, work at it with enthusiasm, as
to the Lord and not for people,

24because you know that youwill receive your inheritance
from the Lord as the reward. Serve the Lord Christ.

25For the onewhodoeswrongwill be repaid for hiswrong,
and there are no exceptions.

4
1 Masters, treat your slaves with justice and fairness, be-

cause you know that you also have amaster in heaven.

Exhortation to Pray for the Success of Paul’sMission
2Bedevoted toprayer, keepingalert in itwith thanksgiving.
3 At the same time pray for us too, that God may open a

door for the message so that we may proclaim the mystery
of Christ, for which I am in chains.

4Pray that I maymake it known as I should.
5Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, mak-

ing themost of the opportunities.
6Let your speech always be gracious, seasonedwith salt, so

that youmay know how you should answer everyone.
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Personal Greetings and Instructions
7 Tychicus, a dear brother, faithful minister, and fellow

slave in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me.
8 I sent him to you for this very purpose, that youmayknow

howwe are doing and that hemay encourage your hearts.
9 I sent him with Onesimus, the faithful and dear brother,

who is one of you. They will tell you about everything here.
10Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you greetings, as

doesMark, the cousinofBarnabas (aboutwhomyoureceived
instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him).

11 And Jesus who is called Justus also sends greetings. In
terms of Jewish converts, these are the only fellow workers
for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me.

12Epaphras, who is one of you and a slave of Christ, greets
you. He is always struggling in prayer on your behalf, so that
youmay standmature and fully assured in all thewill of God.

13For I can testify that he has worked hard for you and for
those in Laodicea and Hierapolis.

14Ourdear friendLuke thephysician andDemas greet you.
15Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters who are in

Laodicea and to Nympha and the church that meets in her
house.

16 And after you have read this letter, have it read to the
church of Laodicea. In turn, read the letter from Laodicea as
well.

17 And tell Archippus, “See to it that you complete the
ministry you received in the Lord.”

18 I, Paul, write this greeting by my own hand. Remember
my chains. Grace be with you.
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1 Thessalonians
Salutation

1From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you!

Thanksgiving for Response to the Gospel
2 We thank God always for all of you as we mention you

constantly in our prayers,
3 because we recall in the presence of our God and Father

your work of faith and labor of love and endurance of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ.

4We know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has
chosen you,

5 in that our gospel did not come to you merely in words,
but in power and in the Holy Spirit andwith deep conviction
(surely you recall the character we displayed when we came
among you to help you).

6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, when
you received the message with joy that comes from the Holy
Spirit, despite great affliction.

7As a result you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia.

8For fromyou themessage of theLordhas echoed forthnot
just in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place reports of
your faith in God have spread, so that we do not need to say
anything.

9For people everywhere report how youwelcomed us and
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, Jesus our deliverer from the coming wrath.

2
1For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, about our

coming to you – it has not proven to be purposeless.
2 But although we suffered earlier and were mistreated

in Philippi, as you know, we had the courage in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of much opposition.

3 For the appeal we make does not come from error or
impurity or with deceit,

4but just aswe have been approved by God to be entrusted
with the gospel, sowedeclare it, not to please people but God,
who examines our hearts.
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5 For we never appeared with flattering speech, as you
know, nor with a pretext for greed – God is our witness –

6 nor to seek glory from people, either from you or from
others,

7 although we could have imposed our weight as apostles
of Christ; instead we became little children among you. Like
a nursingmother caring for her own children,

8with such affection for you we were happy to share with
younot only the gospel ofGodbut also our own lives, because
you had become dear to us.

9For you recall, brothers and sisters, our toil anddrudgery:
Byworkingnight andday so asnot to impose aburdenonany
of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.

10 You are witnesses, and so is God, as to how holy and
righteous and blameless our conduct was toward you who
believe.

11Asyouknow,we treatedeachoneof youas a father treats
his own children,

12 exhorting and encouraging you and insisting that you
live in awayworthy ofGodwho calls you to his ownkingdom
and his glory.

13 And so we too constantly thank God that when you
receivedGod’smessage that youheard fromus, you accepted
it not as a human message, but as it truly is, God’s message,
which is at work among youwho believe.

14 For you became imitators, brothers and sisters, of God’s
churches in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, because you too
suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they
in fact did from the Jews,

15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets and
persecuted us severely. They are displeasing to God and are
opposed to all people,

16 because they hinder us from speaking to the Gentiles so
that they may be saved. Thus they constantly fill up their
measure of sins, but wrath has come upon them completely.

Forced Absence from Thessalonica
17 But when we were separated from you, brothers and

sisters, for a short time (in presence, not in affection) we
became all the more fervent in our great desire to see you in
person.

18For we wanted to come to you (I, Paul, in fact tried again
and again) but Satan thwarted us.

19Forwho is ourhopeor joy or crown toboast of before our
Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not of course you?

20For you are our glory and joy!



1 Thessalonians 3:1 378 1 Thessalonians 4:5

3
1So whenwe could bear it no longer, we decided to stay on

in Athens alone.
2We sent Timothy, our brother and fellow worker for God

in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen you and encourage you
about your faith,

3 so that no one would be shaken by these afflictions. For
you yourselves know that we are destined for this.

4 For in fact when we were with you, we were telling you
in advance that we would suffer affliction, and so it has
happened, as you well know.

5 So when I could bear it no longer, I sent to find out about
your faith, for fear that the tempter somehow tempted you
and our toil had proven useless.

6ButnowTimothyhascome tous fromyouandgivenus the
goodnews of your faith and love and that you always think of
us with affection and long to see us just as we also long to see
you!

7 So in all our distress and affliction, we were reassured
about you, brothers and sisters, through your faith.

8For nowwe are alive again, if you stand firm in the Lord.
9 For how can we thank God enough for you, for all the joy

we feel because of you before our God?
10Wepray earnestly night and day to see you in person and

make upwhat may be lacking in your faith.
11 Now may God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus

direct our way to you.
12And may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in

love for one another and for all, just as we do for you,
13 so that your hearts are strengthened in holiness to be

blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all his saints.

4
1 Finally then, brothers and sisters, we ask you and urge

you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received instruction from
us about howyoumust live and please God (as you are in fact
living) that you do somore andmore.

2 For you know what commands we gave you through the
Lord Jesus.

3For this is God’s will: that you become holy, that you keep
away from sexual immorality,

4 that each of you know how to possess his own body in
holiness and honor,

5 not in lustful passion like the Gentiles who do not know
God.
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6 In this matter no one should violate the rights of his
brother or take advantage of him, because the Lord is the
avenger in all these cases, as we also told you earlier and
warned you solemnly.

7For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness.
8 Consequently the one who rejects this is not rejecting

human authority but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.
9Now on the topic of brotherly love you have no need for

anyone to write you, for you yourselves are taught by God to
love one another.

10And indeed you are practicing it toward all the brothers
andsisters inall ofMacedonia. Butweurgeyou, brothersand
sisters, to do somore andmore,

11 to aspire to lead a quiet life, to attend to your own
business, and to work with your hands, as we commanded
you.

12 In thiswayyouwill live adecent life before outsiders and
not be in need.

The Lord Returns for Believers
13Nowwedo notwant you to be uninformed, brothers and

sisters, about thosewhoare asleep, so that youwill not grieve
like the rest who have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also
webelieve thatGodwill bringwithhimthosewhohave fallen
asleep as Christians.

15For we tell you this by the word of the Lord, that wewho
are alive,whoare left until the comingof theLord,will surely
not go ahead of those who have fallen asleep.

16For the Lord himselfwill come down fromheavenwith a
shout of command, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be suddenly
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air. And so wewill always be with the Lord.

18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

5
1 Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and

sisters, you have no need for anything to be written to you.
2For you knowquitewell that the day of the Lordwill come

in the sameway as a thief in the night.
3Nowwhen they are saying, “There is peace and security,”

then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains on
a pregnant woman, and they will surely not escape.

4But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the darkness for
the day to overtake you like a thief would.
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5For you all are sons of the light and sons of the day. We are
not of the night nor of the darkness.

6 So then we must not sleep as the rest, but must stay alert
and sober.

7 For those who sleep, sleep at night and those who get
drunk are drunk at night.

8But since we are of the day, wemust stay sober by putting
on the breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet our hope
for salvation.

9 For God did not destine us for wrath but for gaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

10He died for us so that whether we are alert or asleep we
will come to life together with him.

11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, just as you are in fact doing.

Final Instructions
12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge

thosewho labor among you and preside over you in the Lord
and admonish you,

13 and to esteem themmost highly in love because of their
work. Be at peace among yourselves.

14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, admonish the
undisciplined, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be
patient toward all.

15 See that no one pays back evil for evil to anyone, but
always pursue what is good for one another and for all.

16Always rejoice,
17 constantly pray,
18 in everything give thanks. For this is God’swill for you in

Christ Jesus.
19Do not extinguish the Spirit.
20Do not treat prophecies with contempt.
21But examine all things; hold fast to what is good.
22 Stay away from every form of evil.
Conclusion

23Nowmay the God of peace himself make you completely
holy and may your spirit and soul and body be kept entirely
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24Hewhocalls you is trustworthy, andhewill in factdo this.
25Brothers and sisters, pray for us too.
26Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss.
27 I call on you solemnly in the Lord to have this letter read

to all the brothers and sisters.
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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2 Thessalonians
Salutation

1From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2Grace and peace to you fromGod the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving
3 We ought to thank God always for you, brothers and

sisters, and rightly so, becauseyour faithflourishesmoreand
more and the love of each one of you all for one another is
ever greater.

4As a result we ourselves boast about you in the churches
ofGod for your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions
and afflictions you are enduring.

Encouragement in Persecution
5 This is evidence of God’s righteous judgment, to make

you worthy of the kingdom of God, for which in fact you are
suffering.

6 For it is right for God to repay with affliction those who
afflict you,

7 and to you who are being afflicted to give rest together
with uswhen the Lord Jesus is revealed fromheavenwith his
mighty angels.

8 Withflamingfirehewillmeteout punishmenton thosewho
donot knowGod anddonot obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

9 They will undergo the penalty of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
strength,

10 when he comes to be glorified among his saints and
admired on that day among all who have believed – and you
did in fact believe our testimony.

11And in this regard we pray for you always, that our God
will make you worthy of his calling and fulfill by his power
your every desire for goodness and every work of faith,

12 that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you,
and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1 Now regarding the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ and

our being gathered to be with him, we ask you, brothers and
sisters,
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2not to be easily shaken fromyour composure or disturbed
by any kind of spirit ormessage or letter allegedly fromus, to
the effect that the day of the Lord is already here.

3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not
arrive until the rebellion comes and the man of lawlessness
is revealed, the son of destruction.

4He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god
or object of worship, and as a result he takes his seat in God’s
temple, displaying himself as God.

5 Surely you recall that I used to tell you these things while
I was still with you.

6And so you know what holds him back, so that he will be
revealed in his own time.

7 For the hidden power of lawlessness is already at work.
However, the one who holds him back will do so until he is
taken out of the way,

8and then the lawless onewill be revealed, whom the Lord
will destroy by the breath of his mouth and wipe out by the
manifestation of his arrival.

9 The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working
with all kinds of miracles and signs and false wonders,

10 and with every kind of evil deception directed against
thosewhoareperishing, because they foundnoplace in their
hearts for the truth so as to be saved.

11Consequently God sends on themadeluding influence so
that they will believe what is false.

12 And so all of them who have not believed the truth but
have delighted in evil will be condemned.

Call to Stand Firm
13But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and

sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you from the
beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit
and faith in the truth.

14He called you to this salvation through our gospel, so that
youmay possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 Therefore, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold on
to the traditions that we taught you, whether by speech or by
letter.

16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our
Father, who loved us and by grace gave us eternal comfort
and good hope,

17encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
thing you do or say.
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3
1 Finally, pray for us, brothers and sisters, that the Lord’s

messagemay spread quickly and be honored as in fact it was
among you,

2 and that we may be delivered from perverse and evil
people. For not all have faith.

3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and
protect you from the evil one.

4And we are confident about you in the Lord that you are
both doing – andwill do –what we are commanding.

5Now may the Lord direct your hearts toward the love of
God and the endurance of Christ.

Response to the Undisciplined
6 But we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name

of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from any brother who
lives an undisciplined life and not according to the tradition
they received from us.

7 For you know yourselves how you must imitate us, be-
cause we did not behave without discipline among you,

8andwe did not eat anyone’s foodwithout paying. Instead,
in toil and drudgeryweworked night and day in order not to
burden any of you.

9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give
ourselves as an example for you to imitate.

10Forevenwhenwewerewithyou,weused togiveyou this
command: “If anyone is not willing to work, neither should
he eat.”

11 For we hear that some among you are living an undis-
ciplined life, not doing their own work but meddling in the
work of others.

12Nowsuchpeoplewecommandandurge in theLord Jesus
Christ to work quietly and so provide their own food to eat.

13But you, brothers and sisters, donot growweary indoing
what is right.

14 But if anyone does not obey our message through this
letter, take note of him and do not associate closely with him,
so that hemay be ashamed.

15Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as
a brother.

Conclusion
16Nowmay the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all

times and in every way. The Lord be with you all.
17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, which is

how I write in every letter.
18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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1 Timothy
Salutation

1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of
God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,

2 to Timothy, my genuine child in the faith. Grace, mercy,
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord!

Timothy’s Task in Ephesus
3 As I urged you when I was leaving for Macedonia, stay

on in Ephesus to instruct certain people not to spread false
teachings,

4 nor to occupy themselves with myths and interminable
genealogies. Such thingspromoteuseless speculations rather
than God’s redemptive plan that operates by faith.

5 But the aim of our instruction is love that comes from a
pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith.

6 Some have strayed from these and turned away to empty
discussion.

7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not
understand what they are saying or the things they insist on
so confidently.

8 But we know that the law is good if someone uses it
legitimately,

9 realizing that law is not intended for a righteous person,
but for lawless and rebellious people, for the ungodly and
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their
fathers or mothers, for murderers,

10 sexually immoral people, practicing homosexuals, kid-
nappers, liars, perjurers – in fact, for any who live contrary
to sound teaching.

11 This accords with the glorious gospel of the blessed God
that was entrusted to me.

12 I am grateful to the onewho has strengthenedme, Christ
Jesus our Lord, because he considered me faithful in putting
me into ministry,

13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a perse-
cutor, and an arrogant man. But I was treated with mercy
because I acted ignorantly in unbelief,

14 and our Lord’s grace was abundant, bringing faith and
love in Christ Jesus.

15This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance:
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” – and I am
the worst of them!
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16 But here is why I was treated with mercy: so that in
me as the worst, Christ Jesus could demonstrate his utmost
patience, as an example for those who are going to believe in
him for eternal life.

17 Now to the eternal king, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever! Amen.

18 I put this chargebeforeyou, Timothymychild, inkeeping
with the prophecies once spoken about you, in order that
with such encouragement youmay fight the good fight.

19 To do this you must hold firmly to faith and a good
conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered
shipwreck in regard to the faith.

20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I
handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.

2
1 First of all, then, I urge that requests, prayers, interces-

sions, and thanks be offered on behalf of all people,
2 even for kings and all who are in authority, that we may

lead a peaceful and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.
3 Such prayer for all is good and welcomed before God our

Savior,
4 since he wants all people to be saved and to come to a

knowledge of the truth.
5 For there is one God and one intermediary between God

and humanity, Christ Jesus, himself human,
6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, revealing God’s

purpose at his appointed time.
7 For this I was appointed a preacher and apostle – I am

telling the truth; I amnot lying – and a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth.

8 So I want the men to pray in every place, lifting up holy
hands without anger or dispute.

Conduct ofWomen
9Likewise thewomen are to dress in suitable apparel, with

modesty and self-control. Their adornmentmust not bewith
braided hair and gold or pearls or expensive clothing,

10butwith gooddeeds, as is proper forwomenwhoprofess
reverence for God.

11Awomanmust learn quietly with all submissiveness.
12But I do not allowawoman to teach or exercise authority

over aman. Shemust remain quiet.
13For Adamwas formed first and then Eve.
14AndAdamwasnotdeceived, but thewoman, because she

was fully deceived, fell into transgression.
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15 But she will be delivered through childbearing, if she
continues in faith and love and holiness with self-control.

3
1 This saying is trustworthy: “If someone aspires to the

office of overseer, he desires a good work.”
2 The overseer then must be above reproach, the hus-

band of one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, an able teacher,

3 not a drunkard, not violent, but gentle, not contentious,
free from the love of money.

4 He must manage his own household well and keep his
children in control without losing his dignity.

5 But if someone does not know how to manage his own
household, howwill he care for the church of God?

6 He must not be a recent convert or he may become
arrogant and fall into the punishment that the devil will
exact.

7And hemust be well thought of by those outside the faith,
so that he may not fall into disgrace and be caught by the
devil’s trap.

8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not two-faced, not
given to excessive drinking, not greedy for gain,

9holding to themystery of the faithwith a clear conscience.
10 And these also must be tested first and then let them

serve as deacons if they are found blameless.
11Likewise also their wives must be dignified, not slander-

ous, temperate, faithful in every respect.
12 Deacons must be husbands of one wife and good man-

agers of their children and their own households.
13 For those who have served well as deacons gain a good

standing for themselves and great boldness in the faith that
is in Christ Jesus.

Conduct in God’s Church
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these

instructions to you
15 in case I am delayed, to let you know how people ought

to conduct themselves in the household of God, because it is
the church of the living God, the support and bulwark of the
truth.

16And we all agree, our religion contains amazing revela-
tion:
He was revealed in the flesh,
vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,
proclaimed among Gentiles,
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believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.

4
1Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later times some

will desert the faith and occupy themselves with deceiving
spirits and demonic teachings,

2 influenced by the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences
are seared.

3Theywill prohibit marriage and require abstinence from
foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by
those who believe and know the truth.

4 For every creation of God is good and no food is to be
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.

5For it is sanctified by God’s word and by prayer.
6 By pointing out such things to the brothers and sisters,

you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, having nourished
yourself on the words of the faith and of the good teaching
that you have followed.

7But reject thosemyths fit only for the godless and gullible,
and train yourself for godliness.

8 For “physical exercise has some value, but godliness is
valuable in every way. It holds promise for the present life
and for the life to come.”

9This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance.
10 In fact this is why we work hard and struggle, because

we have set our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of
all people, especially of believers.

11Command and teach these things.
12Let no one look down on you because you are young, but

setanexample for thebelievers inyourspeech, conduct, love,
faithfulness, and purity.

13 Until I come, give attention to the public reading of
scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.

14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift you have, given to you
and confirmed by prophetic words when the elders laid
hands on you.

15Takepainswith these things; beabsorbed in them, so that
everyone will see your progress.

16Be conscientious about howyou live andwhat you teach.
Persevere in this, because by doing so you will save both
yourself and those who listen to you.

5
1Do not address an olderman harshly but appeal to him as

a father. Speak to younger men as brothers,
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2olderwomen asmothers, and youngerwomen as sisters –
with complete purity.

3Honor widows who are truly in need.
4But if awidowhas children or grandchildren, they should

first learn to fulfill their duty toward their own household
andsorepay theirparentswhat isowed them. For this iswhat
pleases God.

5But thewidowwho is truly inneed, and completely onher
own, has set her hope on God and continues in her pleas and
prayers night and day.

6But the one who lives for pleasure is dead even while she
lives.

7 Reinforce these commands, so that they will be beyond
reproach.

8 But if someone does not provide for his own, especially
his own family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.

9No widow should be put on the list unless she is at least
sixty years old, was the wife of one husband,

10 and has a reputation for good works: as one who has
raised children, practiced hospitality, washed the feet of the
saints, helped those in distress – as one who has exhibited all
kinds of good works.

11 But do not accept younger widows on the list, because
their passionsmay lead them away from Christ and theywill
desire to marry,

12and so incur judgment for breaking their former pledge.
13Andbesides that, going around fromhouse to house they

learn to be lazy, and they are not only lazy, but also gossips
and busybodies, talking about things they should not.

14 So I want younger women to marry, raise children,
and manage a household, in order to give the adversary no
opportunity to vilify us.

15For some have already wandered away to follow Satan.
16 If a believing woman has widows in her family, let her

help them. The church shouldnot beburdened, so that itmay
help the widows who are truly in need.

17Elderswhoprovide effective leadershipmust be counted
worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard in
speaking and teaching.

18 For the scripture says, “ Do not muzzle an ox while it is
treading out the grain,” and, “The worker deserves his pay.”

19Donot accept an accusation against an elder unless it can
be confirmed by two or three witnesses.
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20 Those guilty of sin must be rebuked before all, as a
warning to the rest.

21 Before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, I
solemnly charge you to carry out these commands without
prejudice or favoritism of any kind.

22Do not lay hands on anyone hastily and so identify with
the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.

23 (Stop drinking just water, but use a little wine for your
digestion and your frequent illnesses.)

24 The sins of some people are obvious, going before them
into judgment, but for others, they show up later.

25Similarly goodworks are also obvious, and the ones that
are not cannot remain hidden.

6
1 Those who are under the yoke as slaves must regard

their own masters as deserving of full respect. This will
prevent the name of God and Christian teaching from being
discredited.

2 But those who have believing masters must not show
them less respect because they are brothers. Instead they are
to serve all the more, because those who benefit from their
service are believers and dearly loved.

Summary of Timothy’s Duties
Teach them and exhort them about these things.
3 If someone spreads false teachings and does not agree

with soundwords (that is, those of our Lord Jesus Christ) and
with the teaching that accords with godliness,

4 he is conceited and understands nothing, but has an
unhealthy interest in controversies and verbal disputes. This
gives rise to envy, dissension, slanders, evil suspicions,

5 and constant bickering by people corrupted in their
minds and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness
is a way of making a profit.

6Now godliness combined with contentment brings great
profit.

7 For we have brought nothing into this world and so we
cannot take a single thing out either.

8 But if we have food and shelter, we will be satisfied with
that.

9Those who long to be rich, however, stumble into tempta-
tion and a trap andmany senseless and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction.

10For the love ofmoney is the root of all evils. Some people
in reaching for it have strayed from the faith and stabbed
themselves withmany pains.
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11But you, as a persondedicated toGod, keep away fromall
that. Instead pursue righteousness, godliness, faithfulness,
love, endurance, and gentleness.

12Competewell for the faith and lay hold of that eternal life
youwere called for andmade your good confession for in the
presence of manywitnesses.

13 I charge you before God who gives life to all things and
Christ Jesus who made his good confession before Pontius
Pilate,

14 to obey this command without fault or failure until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ

15 – whose appearing the blessed and only Sovereign, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, will reveal at the right time.

16Healonepossesses immortality and lives inunapproach-
able light, whomno human has ever seen or is able to see. To
him be honor and eternal power! Amen.

17 Command those who are rich in this world’s goods not
to be haughty or to set their hope on riches, which are
uncertain, but on God who richly provides us with all things
for our enjoyment.

18 Tell them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, to be
generous givers, sharing with others.

19 In this way they will save up a treasure for themselves
as a firm foundation for the future and so lay hold of what is
truly life.

Conclusion
20OTimothy, protectwhathasbeenentrusted toyou. Avoid

theprofane chatter andabsurdities of so-called “knowledge.”
21By professing it, some have strayed from the faith. Grace

be with you all.
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2 Timothy

Salutation
1From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to

further the promise of life in Christ Jesus,
2 to Timothy, my dear child. Grace, mercy, and peace from

God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord!

Thanksgiving and Charge to Timothy
3 I am thankful to God, whom I have served with a clear

conscience asmy ancestors did, when I remember you inmy
prayers as I do constantly night and day.

4As I remember your tears, I long to see you, so that I may
be filled with joy.

5 I recall your sincere faith that was alive first in your
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice, and I am sure
is in you.

6Because of this I remindyou to rekindleGod’s gift that you
possess through the laying on of my hands.

7 For God did not give us a Spirit of fear but of power and
love and self-control.

8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or
ofme, a prisoner for his sake, but byGod’s power accept your
share of suffering for the gospel.

9 He is the one who saved us and called us with a holy
calling, not based on our works but on his own purpose and
grace, granted to us in Christ Jesus before time began,

10 but now made visible through the appearing of our
Savior Christ Jesus. He has broken the power of death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel!

11 For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and apostle
and teacher.

12 Because of this, in fact, I suffer as I do. But I am not
ashamed, because I know the one in whom my faith is set
and I am convinced that he is able to protect what has been
entrusted to me until that day.

13Hold to the standard of soundwords that youheard from
me and do so with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

14 Protect that good thing entrusted to you, through the
Holy Spirit who lives within us.

15You know that everyone in the province of Asia deserted
me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.
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16May the Lord grant mercy to the family of Onesiphorus,
because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my
imprisonment.

17Butwhenhearrived inRome, he eagerly searched forme
and foundme.

18May the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on
that day! And you know very well all the ways he served me
in Ephesus.

2
1 So you, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ

Jesus.
2 And entrust what you heard me say in the presence of

many others as witnesses to faithful people who will be
competent to teach others as well.

3 Take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ
Jesus.

4 No one in military service gets entangled in matters of
everyday life; otherwise he will not please the one who
recruited him.

5 Also, if anyone competes as an athlete, he will not be
crowned as the winner unless he competes according to the
rules.

6The farmer who works hard ought to have the first share
of the crops.

7 Think about what I am saying and the Lord will give you
understanding of all this.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descen-
dant of David; such is my gospel,

9 for which I suffer hardship to the point of imprisonment
as a criminal, but God’s message is not imprisoned!

10 So I endure all things for the sake of those chosen by
God, that they too may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus and
its eternal glory.

11This saying is trustworthy:
If we died with him, we will also live with him.
12 If we endure, we will also reign with him.
If we deny him, he will also deny us.
13 If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, since he cannot

deny himself.

Dealingwith False Teachers
14Remindpeople of these things and solemnly charge them

before the Lord not to wrangle over words. This is of no
benefit; it just brings ruin on those who listen.
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15 Make every effort to present yourself before God as a
proven worker who does not need to be ashamed, teaching
themessage of truth accurately.

16 But avoid profane chatter, because those occupied with
it will stray further and further into ungodliness,

17and theirmessagewill spread its infection like gangrene.
Hymenaeus and Philetus are in this group.

18 They have strayed from the truth by saying that the res-
urrection has already occurred, and they are undermining
some people’s faith.

19However, God’s solid foundation remains standing, bear-
ing this seal: “ The Lord knows thosewhoare his,”
and “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must

turn away from evil.”
20Now in awealthy home there are not only gold and silver

vessels, but also onesmade ofwood and of clay, and some are
for honorable use, but others for ignoble use.

21 So if someone cleanses himself of such behavior, he will
be a vessel for honorable use, set apart, useful for theMaster,
prepared for every good work.

22But keep away from youthful passions, and pursue righ-
teousness, faithfulness, love, and peace, in company with
others who call on the Lord from a pure heart.

23 But reject foolish and ignorant controversies, because
you know they breed infighting.

24And the Lord’s slave must not engage in heated disputes
but be kind toward all, an apt teacher, patient,

25 correcting opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will
grant them repentance and then knowledge of the truth

26 and they will come to their senses and escape the devil’s
trap where they are held captive to do his will.

3
1 But understand this, that in the last days difficult times

will come.
2 For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,

boastful, arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
grateful, unholy,

3unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control,
savage, opposed to what is good,

4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, loving pleasure rather
than loving God.

5 They will maintain the outward appearance of religion
butwill have repudiated its power. Soavoidpeople like these.
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6 For some of these insinuate themselves into households
and captivate weak women who are overwhelmed with sins
and led along by various passions.

7 Such women are always seeking instruction, yet never
able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.

8And just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these
people –who have warpedminds and are disqualified in the
faith – also oppose the truth.

9 But they will not go much further, for their foolishness
will be obvious to everyone, just like it was with Jannes and
Jambres.

Continue inWhat YouHave Learned
10You, however, have followedmy teaching,myway of life,

my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my endurance,
11aswell as the persecutions and sufferings that happened

to me in Antioch, I endured these persecutions and the Lord
deliveredme from them all.

12Now in fact allwhowant to live godly lives in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted.

13But evil people and charlatanswill go frombad toworse,
deceiving others and being deceived themselves.

14 You, however, must continue in the things you have
learned and are confident about. You knowwho taught you

15andhowfrominfancyyouhaveknown theholywritings,
whichareable to giveyouwisdomfor salvation through faith
in Christ Jesus.

16 Every scripture is inspired by God and useful for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteous-
ness,

17 that the person dedicated to God may be capable and
equipped for every good work.

4
1 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is

going to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing
and his kingdom:

2 Preach the message, be ready whether it is convenient
or not, reprove, rebuke, exhort with complete patience and
instruction.

3 For there will be a time when people will not tolerate
sound teaching. Instead, following their own desires, they
will accumulate teachers for themselves, because they have
an insatiable curiosity to hear new things.

4And theywill turnaway fromhearing the truth, but on the
other hand they will turn aside to myths.
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5 You, however, be self-controlled in all things, endure
hardship, do an evangelist’s work, fulfill yourministry.

6For I am already being poured out as an offering, and the
time for me to depart is at hand.

7 I have competedwell; I have finished the race; I have kept
the faith!

8Finally the crownof righteousness is reserved forme. The
Lord, the righteous Judge,will award it tome in that day –and
not to me only, but also to all who have set their affection on
his appearing.

Travel Plans and Concluding Greetings
9Make every effort to come tome soon.
10 For Demas deserted me, since he loved the present age,

and he went to Thessalonica. Crescens went to Galatia and
Titus to Dalmatia.

11Only Luke is withme. Get Mark and bring himwith you,
because he is a great help to me inministry.

12Now I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
13When you come, bring with you the cloak I left in Troas

with Carpas and the scrolls, especially the parchments.
14Alexander the coppersmith did me a great deal of harm.

The Lordwill repay him in keepingwith his deeds.
15You be on guard against him too, because he vehemently

opposed our words.
16 At my first defense no one appeared in my support; in-

stead they all desertedme –may theynot beheld accountable
for it.

17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that
through me the message would be fully proclaimed for all
the Gentiles to hear. And so I was delivered from the lion’s
mouth!

18 The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed and will
bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory
for ever and ever! Amen.

19 Greetings to Prisca and Aquila and the family of One-
siphorus.

20Erastus stayed in Corinth. Trophimus I left ill in Miletus.
21 Make every effort to come before winter. Greetings

to you from Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the
brothers and sisters.

22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
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Titus

Salutation
1 From Paul, a slave of God and apostle of Jesus Christ, to

further the faith of God’s chosen ones and the knowledge of
the truth that is in keeping with godliness,

2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
promised before the ages began.

3But now in his own time he hasmade hismessage evident
through the preaching I was entrusted with according to the
command of God our Savior.

4 To Titus, my genuine son in a common faith. Grace and
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior!

Titus’ Task on Crete
5 The reason I left you in Crete was to set in order the

remaining matters and to appoint elders in every town, as I
directed you.

6Aneldermust beblameless, thehusbandof onewife,with
faithful children who cannot be charged with dissipation or
rebellion.

7For the overseermust be blameless as one entrustedwith
God’swork, not arrogant, not prone to anger, not a drunkard,
not violent, not greedy for gain.

8 Instead he must be hospitable, devoted to what is good,
sensible, upright, devout, and self-controlled.

9Hemust hold firmly to the faithful message as it has been
taught, so that he will be able to give exhortation in such
healthy teaching and correct those who speak against it.

10 For there are many rebellious people, idle talkers, and
deceivers, especially those with Jewish connections,

11who must be silenced because they mislead whole fam-
ilies by teaching for dishonest gain what ought not to be
taught.

12A certain one of them, in fact, one of their own prophets,
said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”

13 Such testimony is true. For this reason rebuke them
sharply that theymay be healthy in the faith

14and not pay attention to Jewishmyths and commands of
people who reject the truth.

15 All is pure to those who are pure. But to those who
are corrupt and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their
minds and consciences are corrupted.
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16They profess to knowGod butwith their deeds they deny
him, since they are detestable, disobedient, and unfit for any
good deed.

2
1But as for you, communicate the behavior that goes with

sound teaching.
2Older men are to be temperate, dignified, self-controlled,

sound in faith, in love, and in endurance.
3Older women likewise are to exhibit behavior fitting for

those who are holy, not slandering, not slaves to excessive
drinking, but teaching what is good.

4 In thisway theywill train theyoungerwomen to love their
husbands, to love their children,

5 to be self-controlled, pure, fulfilling their duties at home,
kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the mes-
sage of Godmay not be discredited.

6Encourage younger men likewise to be self-controlled,
7showing yourself to be an example of goodworks in every

way. In your teaching show integrity, dignity,
8and a soundmessage that cannot be criticized, so that any

opponent will be at a loss, because he has nothing evil to say
about us.

9 Slaves are to be subject to their own masters in every-
thing, to do what is wanted and not talk back,

10not pilfering, but showing all good faith, in order to bring
credit to the teaching of God our Savior in everything.

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to
all people.

12 It trainsus to reject godlessways andworldly desires and
to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age,

13 as we wait for the happy fulfillment of our hope in the
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

14He gave himself for us to set us free from every kind of
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people who are truly
his, who are eager to do good.

15So communicate these thingswith the sort of exhortation
or rebuke that carries full authority. Don’t let anyone look
down on you.

3
1Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be

obedient, to be ready for every good work.
2 They must not slander anyone, but be peaceable, gentle,

showing complete courtesy to all people.
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3 For we too were once foolish, disobedient, misled, en-
slaved to various passions and desires, spending our lives in
evil and envy, hateful and hating one another.

4But “when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for
mankind appeared,

5 he saved us not by works of righteousness that we have
done but on the basis of his mercy, through the washing of
the new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit,

6whom he poured out on us in full measure through Jesus
Christ our Savior.

7 And so, since we have been justified by his grace, we
become heirs with the confident expectation of eternal life.”

Summary of the Letter
8This saying is trustworthy, and Iwant you to insist on such

truths, so that those who have placed their faith in God may
be intent on engaging in good works. These things are good
and beneficial for all people.

9 But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, quarrels,
and fights about the law, because they are useless and empty.

10Reject a divisive person after one or twowarnings.
11 You know that such a person is twisted by sin and is

conscious of it himself.
Final Instructions and Greeting

12When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best
to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the
winter there.

13Make every effort to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos
on their way; make sure they have what they need.

14Here is another way that our people can learn to engage
in good works to meet pressing needs and so not be unfruit-
ful.

15Everyonewithme greets you. Greet thosewho love us in
the faith. Grace be with you all.
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Philemon
Salutation

1 From Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother, to Philemon, our dear friend and colaborer,

2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and
to the church that meets in your house.

3Grace and peace to you fromGod our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Thanks for Philemon’s Love and Faith
4 I always thankmy God as I remember you inmy prayers,
5because Ihearofyour faith in theLord Jesusandyour love

for all the saints.
6 I pray that the faith you share with us may deepen your

understanding of every blessing that belongs to you in Christ.
7 I have had great joy and encouragement because of your

love, for the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through
you, brother.

Paul’s Request for Onesimus
8 So, although I have quite a lot of confidence in Christ and

could command you to do what is proper,
9 I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love – I, Paul,

an old man and even now a prisoner for the sake of Christ
Jesus –

10 I am appealing to you concerning my child, whose spir-
itual father I have become during my imprisonment, that is,
Onesimus,

11whowas formerlyuseless to you, but is nowuseful to you
andme.

12 I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you.
13 I wanted to keep him so that he could serve me in your

place duringmy imprisonment for the sake of the gospel.
14However, without your consent I did not want to do any-

thing, so that your gooddeedwouldnot be out of compulsion,
but from your ownwillingness.

15 For perhaps it was for this reason that he was separated
from you for a little while, so that you would have him back
eternally,

16 no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, as a dear
brother. He is especially so to me, and even more so to you
now, both humanly speaking and in the Lord.

17 Therefore if you regard me as a partner, accept him as
you wouldme.
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18 Now if he has defrauded you of anything or owes you
anything, charge what he owes to me.

19 I, Paul, have written this letter with my own hand: I will
repay it. I could alsomention that you oweme your very self.

20 Yes, brother, let me have some benefit from you in the
Lord. Refreshmy heart in Christ.

21Since Iwas confident that youwould obey, Iwrote to you,
because I knew that youwould do evenmore thanwhat I am
asking you to do.

22At the same time also, prepare a place for me to stay, for
I hope that through your prayers I will be given back to you.

Concluding Greetings
23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you.
24 Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my colaborers,

greet you too.
25May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ bewith your spirit.
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Hebrews

Introduction: GodHas Spoken Fully and Finally in His Son
1 After God spoke long ago in various portions and in

various ways to our ancestors through the prophets,
2 in these last days he has spoken to us in a son, whom he

appointed heir of all things, and through whom he created
the world.

3TheSon is the radianceof his glory and the representation
of his essence, and he sustains all things by his powerful
word, and so when he had accomplished cleansing for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of theMajesty on high.

4 Thus he became so far better than the angels as he has
inherited a name superior to theirs.

The Son Is Superior to Angels
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “ You are my

son! Today Ihave fatheredyou”? And inanotherplacehe says,
“ I will be his father and hewill bemy son.”

6But when he again brings his firstborn into the world, he
says, “ Let all the angels of Godworship him!”

7And he says of the angels, “Hemakes his angels spirits and
hisministers a flame of fire,”

8but of the Son he says,
“ Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and a righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness.
SoGod, yourGod, hasanointedyouoveryourcompanionswith

the oil of rejoicing.”
10And,

“ You founded the earth in the beginning, Lord,
and the heavens are the works of your hands.
11 Theywill perish, but you continue.
And theywill all grow old like a garment,
12 and like a robe youwill fold them up
and like a garment they will be changed,
but you are the same and your years will never run out.”

13But towhichof theangelshasheever said, “Sitatmyright
hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?

14Are theynot allministering spirits, sent out to serve those
whowill inherit salvation?
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2
1 Therefore we must pay closer attention to what we have

heard, so that we do not drift away.
2 For if the message spoken through angels proved to be

so firm that every violation or disobedience received its just
penalty,

3howwill we escape ifwe neglect such a great salvation? It
wasfirst communicated through theLordandwasconfirmed
to us by those who heard him,

4while God confirmed their witness with signs and won-
ders and various miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit dis-
tributed according to his will.

Exposition of Psalm 8: Jesus and the Destiny of Humanity
5For he did not put the world to come, about which we are

speaking, under the control of angels.
6 Instead someone testified somewhere:

“What is man that you think of him or the son of man that you
care for him?

7 Youmade him lower than the angels for a little while.
You crowned himwith glory and honor.
8 You put all things under his control.”
Forwhen he put all things under his control, he left nothing

outside of his control. At present we do not yet see all things
under his control,

9but we see Jesus, whowasmade lower than the angels for
a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he
suffered death, so that by God’s grace he would experience
death on behalf of everyone.

10 For it was fitting for him, for whom and through whom
all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the
pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

11For indeedhewhomakesholyand thosebeingmadeholy
all have the sameorigin, and sohe isnot ashamed to call them
brothers and sisters,

12 saying, “ I will proclaim your name to my brothers; in the
midst of the assembly I will praise you*.”

13 Again he says, “I will be confident in him,” and again, “
Here I am, with the children God has givenme*.”

14Therefore, since the children share in flesh andblood, he
likewise shared in their humanity, so that through death he
could destroy the one who holds the power of death (that is,
the devil),

15and set free thosewhowere held in slavery all their lives
by their fear of death.
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16 For surely his concern is not for angels, but he is con-
cerned for Abraham’s descendants.

17Therefore he had to bemade like his brothers and sisters
ineveryrespect, so thathecouldbecomeamerciful and faith-
ful high priest in things relating to God, to make atonement
for the sins of the people.

18For since he himself sufferedwhenhewas tempted, he is
able to help those who are tempted.

3
1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, partners in a heav-

enly calling, take note of Jesus, the apostle and high priest
whomwe confess,

2who is faithful to the one who appointed him, as Moses
was also in God’s house.

3For he has come to deserve greater glory thanMoses, just
as the builder of a house deserves greater honor than the
house itself!

4For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all
things is God.

5NowMoses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to
testify to the things that would be spoken.

6But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. We are of
his house, if in fact we hold firmly to our confidence and the
hope we take pride in.

Exposition of Psalm 95: Hearing God’sWord in Faith
7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

“Oh, that today youwould listen as he speaks!
8 “ Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of

testing in the wilderness.
9 “ There your fathers testedme and tried me, and they sawmy

works for forty years.
10 “ Therefore, I became provoked at that generation and said,

‘Their hearts are always wandering and they have not
knownmyways.’

11 “As I swore inmy anger, ‘Theywill never entermy rest!’ ”
12See to it, brothers and sisters, thatnoneof youhasanevil,

unbelieving heart that forsakes the living God.
13 But exhort one another each day, as long as it is called

“Today,” that none of you may become hardened by sin’s
deception.

14 For we have become partners with Christ, if in fact we
hold our initial confidence firm until the end.

15As it says, “O, that today youwould listen as he speaks! Do
not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
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16 For which ones heard and rebelled? Was it not all who
came out of Egypt under Moses’ leadership?

17 And against whom was God provoked for forty years?
Was it not those who sinned, whose dead bodies fell in the
wilderness?

18And to whom did he swear they would never enter into
his rest, except those whowere disobedient?

19 So we see that they could not enter because of unbelief.

4
1 Therefore we must be wary that, while the promise of

enteringhis rest remainsopen, noneof youmayseemtohave
come short of it.

2 For we had good news proclaimed to us just as they did.
But the message they heard did them no good, since they did
not join in with those who heard it in faith.

3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said,
“ As I swore in my anger, ‘They will never enter my rest!’ ” And
yet God’s works were accomplished from the foundation of
the world.

4 For he has spoken somewhere about the seventh day in
this way: “ And God rested on the seventh day from all his
works,”

5but to repeat the text cited earlier: “ They will never enter
my rest!”

6 Therefore it remains for some to enter it, yet those to
whom it was previously proclaimed did not enter because of
disobedience.

7 So God again ordains a certain day, “Today,” speaking
through David after so long a time, as in the words quoted
before, “ O, that today you would listen as he speaks! Do not
harden your hearts.”

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have
spoken afterward about another day.

9 Consequently a Sabbath rest remains for the people of
God.

10For the onewhoentersGod’s rest has also rested fromhis
works, just as God did from his ownworks.

11Thuswemustmake every effort to enter that rest, so that
no one may fall by following the same pattern of disobedi-
ence.

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper
than any double-edged sword, piercing even to the point of
dividing soul from spirit, and joints from marrow; it is able
to judge the desires and thoughts of the heart.
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13 And no creature is hidden from God, but everything is
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must
render an account.

Jesus Our Compassionate High Priest
14 Therefore since we have a great high priest who has

passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast to our confession.

15Forwe do not have a high priest incapable of sympathiz-
ing with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in
every way just as we are, yet without sin.

16Therefore let us confidently approach the throneof grace
to receive mercy and find grace whenever we need help.

5
1For every high priest is taken from among the people and

appointed to represent them before God, to offer both gifts
and sacrifices for sins.

2 He is able to deal compassionately with those who are
ignorant and erring, since he also is subject to weakness,

3 and for this reason he is obligated to make sin offerings
for himself as well as for the people.

4And no one assumes this honor on his own initiative, but
only when called to it by God, as in fact Aaron was.

5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming high
priest, but the one who glorified him was God, who said to
him, “ You aremy Son! Today I have fathered you,”

6as also in another place God says, “You are a priest forever
in the order ofMelchizedek.”

7 During his earthly life Christ offered both requests and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was
able to save him from death and hewas heard because of his
devotion.

8Although hewas a son, he learned obedience through the
things he suffered.

9And by being perfected in this way, he became the source
of eternal salvation to all who obey him,

10and he was designated by God as high priest in the order
ofMelchizedek.

The Need toMove on toMaturity
11 On this topic we have much to say and it is difficult to

explain, since you have become sluggish in hearing.
12 For though you should in fact be teachers by this time,

you need someone to teach you the beginning elements of
God’s utterances. You have gone back to needing milk, not
solid food.
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13 For everyone who lives on milk is inexperienced in the
message of righteousness, because he is an infant.

14 But solid food is for the mature, whose perceptions are
trained by practice to discern both good and evil.

6
1 Therefore we must progress beyond the elementary in-

structions about Christ and move on to maturity, not laying
this foundationagain: repentance fromdeadworks and faith
in God,

2 teaching about baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection
of the dead, and eternal judgment.

3And this is what we intend to do, if God permits.
4 For it is impossible in the case of those who have once

been enlightened, tasted the heavenly gift, become partakers
of the Holy Spirit,

5 tasted the good word of God and the miracles of the
coming age,

6 and then have committed apostasy, to renew them again
to repentance, since they are crucifying the Son of God for
themselves all over again and holding him up to contempt.

7For the ground that has soakedup the rain that frequently
falls on it and yields useful vegetation for those who tend it
receives a blessing from God.

8 But if it produces thorns and thistles, it is useless and
about to be cursed; its fate is to be burned.

9But in your case, dear friends, even though we speak like
this, we are convinced of better things relating to salvation.

10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the
love you have demonstrated for his name, in having served
and continuing to serve the saints.

11Butwe passionatelywant each of you to demonstrate the
same eagerness for the fulfillment of your hope until the end,

12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those
who through faith and perseverance inherit the promises.

13Now when God made his promise to Abraham, since he
could swear by no one greater, he swore by himself,

14 saying, “ Surely I will bless you greatly and multiply your
descendants abundantly.”

15And so by persevering, Abraham inherited the promise.
16For people swear by something greater than themselves,

and the oath serves as a confirmation to end all dispute.
17 In the same way God wanted to demonstrate more

clearly to the heirs of the promise that his purpose was
unchangeable, and so he intervened with an oath,
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18so thatwewhohave found refuge in himmayfind strong
encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us through
two unchangeable things, since it is impossible for God to lie.

19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, sure and
steadfast, which reaches inside behind the curtain,

20where Jesus our forerunner entered on our behalf, since
hebecame apriest|strong="G0749" forever in theorder
ofMelchizedek forever in the order ofMelchizedek.

7
1 Now this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most

highGod,metAbrahamashewas returning fromdefeating the
kings and blessed him.

2To him also t Abraham|strong="G0011" apportioned
a tithe apportioned a tithe of|strong="G0575" everything.
His name first means king of righteousness, then king|
strong="G0935" of Salem of Salem, that is, king of peace.

3Without father,withoutmother,withoutgenealogy, hehas
neither beginning of days nor end of life but is like the son of
God, and he remains a priest for all time.

4 But see how great he must be, if Abraham the patriarch
gave him a tithe of his plunder.

5 And those of the sons of Levi who receive the priestly
office have authorization according to the law to collect a
tithe from the people, that is, from their fellow countrymen,
although they too are descendants of Abraham.

6 But Melchizedek who does not share their ancestry col-
lected a tithe from Abraham and blessed the one who pos-
sessed the promise.

7Now without dispute the inferior is blessed by the supe-
rior,

8 and in one case tithes are received by mortal men, while
in the other by himwho is affirmed to be alive.

9And it could be said that Levi himself, who receives tithes,
paid a tithe through Abraham.

10 For he was still in his ancestor Abraham’s loins when
Melchizedekmet him.

Jesus and the Priesthood ofMelchizedek
11 So if perfection had in fact been possible through the

Leviticalpriesthood – foron thatbasis thepeople received the
law – what further need would there have been for another
priest to arise, said to be in the order of Melchizedek and not
in Aaron’s order?

12 For when the priesthood changes, a change in the law
must come as well.
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13 Yet the one these things are spoken about belongs to a
different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever officiated
at the altar.

14 For it is clear that our Lord is descended from Judah,
yet Moses said nothing about priests in connection with that
tribe.

15 And this is even clearer if another priest arises in the
likeness of Melchizedek,

16who has become a priest not by a legal regulation about
physical descent but by the power of an indestructible life.

17 For here is the testimony about him: “ You are a priest
forever in the order ofMelchizedek.”

18On the one hand a former command is set aside because
it is weak and useless,

19 for the law made nothing perfect. On the other hand a
better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to
God.

20And since thiswas not donewithout a sworn affirmation
– for the othershavebecomepriestswithout a swornaffirma-
tion,

21but Jesus did sowith a sworn affirmation by the onewho
said to him, “TheLordhas swornandwill not changehismind,
‘You are a priest forever’ ” –

22 accordingly Jesus has become the guarantee of a better
covenant.

23 And the others who became priests were numerous,
because death prevented them from continuing in office,

24 but he holds his priesthood permanently since he lives
forever.

25 So he is able to save completely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

26 For it is indeed fitting for us to have such a high priest:
holy, innocent, undefiled, separate from sinners, and exalted
above the heavens.

27He has no need to do every day what those priests do, to
offer sacrifices first for their own sins and then for the sins of
the people, since he did this in offering himself once for all.

28 For the law appoints as high priests men subject to
weakness, but the word of solemn affirmation that came
after the law appoints a sonmade perfect forever.

8
1Now themainpoint ofwhatweare saying is this: Wehave

such a high priest, one who sat down at the right hand of the
throne of theMajesty in heaven,

2 a minister in the sanctuary and the true tabernacle that
the Lord, not man, set up.
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3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices. So this one too had to have something to offer.

4Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest, since
there are already priestswho offer the gifts prescribed by the
law.

5The place where they serve is a sketch and shadow of the
heavenly sanctuary, just as Moses was warned by God as he
was about to complete the tabernacle. For he says, “ See that
you make everything according to the design shown to you on
themountain.”

6But now Jesus has obtained a superior ministry, since the
covenant that he mediates is also better and is enacted on
better promises.

7For if that first covenant had been faultless, no onewould
have looked for a second one.

8But showing its fault, God says to them,
“Look, thedaysare coming, says theLord,when Iwill complete

a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah.

9 “ It will not be like the covenant that Imadewith their fathers,
on the daywhen I took themby thehand to lead themout
of Egypt, because they did not continue in my covenant
and I had no regard for them, says the Lord*.

10“For this is the covenant that Iwill establishwith thehouseof
Israel after those days, says the Lord. I will put my laws
in their minds and I will inscribe them on their hearts.
And I will be their God and theywill bemy people.

11 “ And there will be no need at all for each one to teach his
countryman or each one to teach his brother saying,
‘Know the Lord,’ since they will all know me, from the
least to the greatest.

12 “ For I will be merciful toward their evil deeds, and their sins
I will remember no longer.”

13When he speaks of a new covenant, he makes the first
obsolete. Nowwhat is growing obsolete and aging is about to
disappear.

9
1Now the first covenant, in fact, had regulations for wor-

ship and its earthly sanctuary.
2 For a tent was prepared, the outer one, which contained

the lampstand, the table, and the presentation of the loaves;
this is called the holy place.

3 And after the second curtain there was a tent called the
holy of holies.

4 It contained the golden altar of incense and the ark of the
covenant covered entirely with gold. In this ark were the
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golden urn containing the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded,
and the stone tablets of the covenant.

5And above the ark were the cherubim of glory overshad-
owing the mercy seat. Now is not the time to speak of these
things in detail.

6 So with these things prepared like this, the priests enter
continually into the outer tent as they perform their duties.

7But only the high priest enters once a year into the inner
tent, and not without blood that he offers for himself and for
the sins of the people committed in ignorance.

8The Holy Spirit is making clear that the way into the holy
place had not yet appeared as long as the old tabernacle was
standing.

9 This was a symbol for the time then present, when gifts
and sacrifices were offered that could not perfect the con-
science of the worshiper.

10 They served only for matters of food and drink and
various washings; they are external regulations imposed
until the new order came.

Christ’s Service in the Heavenly Sanctuary
11 But now Christ has come as the high priest of the good

things to come. He passed through the greater and more
perfect tent notmadewith hands, that is, not of this creation,

12 and he entered once for all into the most holy place not
by the blood of goats and calves but by his own blood, and so
he himself secured eternal redemption.

13For if thebloodof goats andbulls and theashesofayoung
cow sprinkled on those who are defiled consecrated them
and provided ritual purity,

14howmuchmorewill thebloodof Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify
our consciences from dead works to worship the living God.

15And sohe is themediator of anewcovenant, so that those
who are called may receive the eternal inheritance he has
promised, since he died to set them free from the violations
committed under the first covenant.

16For where there is a will, the death of the one whomade
it must be proven.

17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it carries no
force while the one whomade it is alive.

18 So even the first covenant was inaugurated with blood.
19 For when Moses had spoken every command to all the

people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and
goats with water and scarlet wool and hyssop and sprinkled
both the book itself and all the people,
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20 and said, “ This is the blood of the covenant that God has
commanded you to keep.”

21 And both the tabernacle and all the utensils of worship
he likewise sprinkled with blood.

22 Indeed according to the law almost everythingwas puri-
fiedwith blood, andwithout the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.

23 So it was necessary for the sketches of the things in
heaven to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly
things themselves required better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with hands –
the representation of the true sanctuary – but into heaven
itself, and he appears now in God’s presence for us.

25Andhe did not enter to offer himself again and again, the
way the high priest enters the sanctuary year after year with
blood that is not his own,

26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again
since the foundation of the world. But now he has appeared
once for all at the consummation of the ages to put away sin
by his sacrifice.

27And just as people are appointed to die once, and then to
face judgment,

28 so also, after Christ was offered once to bear the sins of
many, to thosewhoeagerly await himhewill appeara second
time, not to bear sin but to bring salvation.

10
1For the lawpossesses a shadowof the good things to come

but not the reality itself, and is therefore completely unable,
by the same sacrifices offered continually, year after year, to
perfect those who come to worship.

2 For otherwise would they not have ceased to be offered,
since the worshipers would have been purified once for all
and so have no further consciousness of sin?

3But in those sacrifices there is a reminderof sinsyearafter
year.

4For the blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sins.
5 So when he came into the world, he said,

“ Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you
prepared forme.

6 “ Whole burnt offerings and sin-offerings you took no
delight in.

7 “Then I said, ‘Here I am: I have come – it iswritten ofme in the
scroll of the book – to do yourwill, O God*.’ ”
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8When he says above, “ Sacrifices and offerings and whole
burnt offerings and sin-offeringsyou did not desire nor did you
takedelight in them” (whichareofferedaccording to the law),

9 then he says, “Here I am: I have come to do your will.” He
does away with the first to establish the second.

10By his will we have beenmade holy through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11And every priest stands day after day serving and offer-
ing the same sacrifices again and again – sacrifices that can
never take away sins.

12Butwhen this priest had offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time, he sat down at the right hand of God,

13 where he is now waiting until his enemies are made a
footstool for his feet.

14 For by one offering he has perfected for all time those
who aremade holy.

15And the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us, for after saying,
16 “ This is the covenant that I will establish with them after

those days, says theLord. Iwill putmy lawson their hearts and
I will inscribe them on theirminds,”

17 then he says, “ Their sins and their lawless deeds I will
remember no longer.”

18 Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no
longer any offering for sin.

Drawing Near to God in Enduring Faith
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confi-

dence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus,
20 by the fresh and living way that he inaugurated for us

through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,
21and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in the assurance

that faith brings, because we have had our hearts sprinkled
clean froman evil conscience and our bodieswashed in pure
water.

23And letusholdunwaveringly to thehope thatweconfess,
for the one whomade the promise is trustworthy.

24And let us take thought of how to spur one another on to
love and good works,

25 not abandoning our own meetings, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and even more
so because you see the day drawing near.

26For if we deliberately keep on sinning after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, no further sacrifice for sins is left for
us,
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27but only a certain fearful expectation of judgment and a
fury of fire that will consume God’s enemies.

28Someonewho rejected the law ofMoseswas put to death
without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.

29Howmuch greater punishment do you think that person
deserves who has contempt for the Son of God, and profanes
the blood of the covenant thatmade himholy, and insults the
Spirit of grace?

30For we know the onewho said, “Vengeance ismine, I will
repay,” and again, “ The Lordwill judge his people.”

31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.

32 But remember the former days when you endured a
harsh conflict of suffering after you were enlightened.

33 At times you were publicly exposed to abuse and afflic-
tions, and at other times you came to share with others who
were treated in that way.

34 For in fact you shared the sufferings of those in prison,
and you accepted the confiscation of your belongings with
joy, because you knew that you certainly had a better and
lasting possession.

35 So do not throw away your confidence, because it has
great reward.

36 For you need endurance in order to do God’s will and so
receive what is promised.

37 For just a little longer and he who is coming will arrive
and not delay.

38 But my righteous one will live by faith, and if he shrinks
back, I take no pleasure in him.

39 But we are not among those who shrink back and thus
perish, but are among those who have faith and preserve
their souls.

11
1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being

convinced of what we do not see.
2For by it the people of old received God’s commendation.
3By faith we understand that the worlds were set in order

at God’s command, so that the visible has its origin in the
invisible.

4By faithAbel offeredGodagreater sacrifice thanCain, and
through his faith he was commended as righteous, because
God commended him for his offerings. And through his faith
he still speaks, though he is dead.
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5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he did not see death,
and hewas not to be found because God took him up. For be-
fore his removal he had been commended as having pleased
God.

6Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the
onewho approaches Godmust believe that he exists and that
he rewards those who seek him.

7 By faith Noah, when he was warned about things not
yet seen, with reverent regard constructed an ark for the
deliverance of his family. Through faith he condemned the
world andbecame anheir of the righteousness that comes by
faith.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to
a place hewould later receive as an inheritance, and hewent
out without understanding where he was going.

9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the promised land as
though itwerea foreigncountry, living in tentswith Isaacand
Jacob, whowere fellow heirs of the same promise.

10For he was looking forward to the city with firm founda-
tions, whose architect and builder is God.

11 By faith, even though Sarah herself was barren and he
was too old, he received the ability to procreate, because he
regarded the one who had given the promise to be trustwor-
thy.

12 So in fact children were fathered by one man – and this
one as good as dead – like the number of stars in the sky and
like the innumerable grains of sand on the seashore.

13 These all died in faith without receiving the things
promised, but they saw them in the distance and welcomed
them and acknowledged that they were strangers and for-
eigners on the earth.

14For thosewho speak in such awaymake it clear that they
are seeking a homeland.

15 In fact, if theyhadbeen thinking of the land that theyhad
left, they would have had opportunity to return.

16But as it is, they aspire to a better land, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for
he has prepared a city for them.

17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac.
Hehad received thepromises, yet hewas ready toofferuphis
only son.

18God had told him, “ Through Isaac descendants will carry
on your name,”

19and he reasoned that God could even raise him from the
dead, and in a sense he received him back from there.
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20By faith also Isaac blessed Jacob andEsau concerning the
future.

21By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons
of Joseph and worshiped|strong="G4352" as he leaned
on his staff as he leaned on his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, mentioned the
exodus of the sons of Israel and gave instructions about his
burial.

23 By faith, when Moses was born, his parents hid him for
three months, because they saw the child was beautiful and
they were not afraid of the king’s edict.

24By faith, whenhe grewup,Moses refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter,

25 choosing rather to be ill-treated with the people of God
than to enjoy sin’s fleeting pleasure.

26 He regarded abuse suffered for Christ to be greater
wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for his eyeswere fixed on
the reward.

27By faith he left Egyptwithout fearing the king’s anger, for
heperseveredas thoughhe could see theonewho is invisible.

28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the
blood, so that the one who destroyed the firstborn would not
touch them.

29By faith they crossed the Red Sea as if on dry ground, but
when the Egyptians tried it, they were swallowed up.

30By faith thewalls of Jericho fell after the peoplemarched
around them for seven days.

31By faith Rahab the prostitute escaped the destruction of
the disobedient, because she welcomed the spies in peace.

32Andwhatmore shall I say? For timewill failme if I tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and
the prophets.

33 Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, gained what was promised, shut themouths of lions,

34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
gained strength in weakness, became mighty in battle, put
foreign armies to flight,

35 and women received back their dead raised to life. But
others were tortured, not accepting release, to obtain resur-
rection to a better life.

36And others experiencedmocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment.

37 They were stoned, sawed apart, murdered with the
sword; they went about in sheepskins and goatskins; they
were destitute, afflicted, ill-treated
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38 (the world was not worthy of them); they wandered in
deserts andmountains and caves and openings in the earth.

39 And these all were commended for their faith, yet they
did not receive what was promised.

40 For God had provided something better for us, so that
they would bemade perfect together with us.

12
1Therefore, sincewe are surrounded by such a great cloud

of witnesses, wemust get rid of everyweight and the sin that
clings so closely, and run with endurance the race set out for
us,

2keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter
of our faith. For the joy set out for him he endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.

3 Think of him who endured such opposition against him-
self by sinners, so that youmay not growweary in your souls
and give up.

4Youhave not yet resisted to the point of bloodshed in your
struggle against sin.

5And have you forgotten the exhortation addressed to you
as sons?
“My son, do not scorn the Lord’s discipline
or give upwhen he corrects you*.
6 “For the Lord disciplines the one he loves and chastises every

son he accepts.”
7Endure your suffering as discipline; God is treating you as

sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline?
8But if youdonot experience discipline, something all sons

have shared in, then you are illegitimate and are not sons.
9Besides, we have experienced discipline from our earthly

fathersandwerespected them; shallwenot submit ourselves
all the more to the Father of spirits and receive life?

10 For they disciplined us for a little while as seemed good
to them, but he does so for our benefit, that wemay share his
holiness.

11Now all discipline seems painful at the time, not joyful.
But later it produces the fruit of peace and righteousness for
those trained by it.

12Therefore, strengthen|strong="G0461" your listless|
strong="G3935" hands and your weak knees,

13 and make|strong="G4160" straight paths for your
feet straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may
not be put out of joint but be healed.

DoNot Reject God’sWarning
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14Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness, for without it
no one will see the Lord.

15See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God, that
no one be like a bitter root springing up and causing trouble,
and through himmany become defiled.

16And see to it that no one becomes an immoral or godless
person likeEsau,who soldhisownbirthright forasinglemeal.

17 For you know that later when he wanted to inherit the
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no opportunity for
repentance, although he sought the blessing with tears.

18For you have not come to something that can be touched,
to a burning fire and darkness and gloom and a whirlwind

19 and the blast of a trumpet and a voice uttering words
such that those who heard begged to hear nomore.

20 For they could not bear what was commanded: “ If even
an animal touches themountain, it must be stoned.”

21 In fact, the scene was so terrifying that Moses said, “ I
shudder with fear.”

22 But you have come to Mount Zion, the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and tomyriads of angels, to the
assembly

23 and congregation of the firstborn, who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous, who have beenmade perfect,

24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks of something better than Abel’s
does.

25 Take care not to refuse the one who is speaking! For if
they did not escape when they refused the one who warned
them on earth, how much less shall we, if we reject the one
whowarns from heaven?

26Thenhis voice shook the earth, but nowhehas promised,
“ I will oncemore shake not only the earth but heaven too.”

27 Now this phrase “ once more” indicates the removal of
what is shaken, that is, of created things, so that what is
unshakenmay remain.

28 So since we are receiving an unshakable kingdom, let us
give thanks, and through this let us offer worship pleasing to
God in devotion and awe.

29For our God is indeed a devouring fire.

13
1Brotherly lovemust continue.
2Do not neglect hospitality, because through it some have

entertained angels without knowing it.
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3 Remember those in prison as though you were in prison
with them, and those ill-treated as though you too felt their
torment.

4Marriage must be honored among all and the marriage
bed kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually immoral
people and adulterers.

5Your conductmustbe free fromthe loveofmoneyandyou
must be content with what you have, for he has said, “ I will
never leave you and I will never abandon you.”

6Sowe can saywith confidence, “TheLord ismyhelper, and
I will not be afraid. What canman do tome?*”

7Rememberyour leaders,who spokeGod’smessage toyou;
reflect on the outcome of their lives and imitate their faith.

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!
9Do not be carried away by all sorts of strange teachings.

For it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not
ritual meals, which have never benefited those who partici-
pated in them.

10We have an altar that those who serve in the tabernacle
have no right to eat from.

11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood the high
priest brings into the sanctuary as an offering for sin are
burned outside the camp.

12Therefore, to sanctify the people by his own blood, Jesus
also suffered outside the camp.

13We must go out to him, then, outside the camp, bearing
the abuse he experienced.

14For herewe have no lasting city, but we seek the city that
is to come.

15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, acknowledging
his name.

16Anddonotneglect todogoodand to sharewhatyouhave,
for God is pleased with such sacrifices.

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep
watchoveryour souls andwill giveanaccount for theirwork.
Let them do this with joy and not with complaints, for this
would be no advantage for you.

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear con-
science and desire to conduct ourselves rightly in every
respect.

19 I especially ask you to pray that I may be restored to you
very soon.

Benediction and Conclusion
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20Nowmay theGodofpeacewhoby thebloodof theeternal
covenant brought back from the dead the great shepherd of
the sheep, our Lord Jesus Christ,

21equipyouwith every good thing todohiswill,working in
uswhat is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ, towhom
be glory forever. Amen.

22 Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, bear with my
message of exhortation, for in fact I have written to you
briefly.

23 You should know that our brother Timothy has been
released. If he comes soon, hewill bewithmewhen I see you.

24 Greetings to all your leaders and all the saints. Those
from Italy send you greetings.

25Grace be with you all.
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James
Salutation

1 From James, a slave of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, to
the twelve tribes dispersed abroad. Greetings!

Joy in Trials
2My brothers and sisters, consider it nothing but joy when

you fall into all sorts of trials,
3because you know that the testing of your faith produces

endurance.
4And let endurance have its perfect effect, so that you will

be perfect and complete, not deficient in anything.
5 But if anyone is deficient in wisdom, he should ask God,

who gives to all generously and without reprimand, and it
will be given to him.

6Buthemust ask in faithwithout doubting, for the onewho
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed around by
the wind.

7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord,

8 since he is a double-minded individual, unstable in all his
ways.

9Now the believer of humble means should take pride in
his high position.

10But the rich person’s pride should be in his humiliation,
because he will pass away like a wildflower in themeadow.

11 For the sun rises with its heat and dries up the meadow;
the petal of the flower falls off and its beauty is lost forever.
So also the rich person in themidst of his pursuitswill wither
away.

12Happy is the one who endures testing, because when he
hasproven tobegenuine, hewill receive thecrownof life that
God promised to those who love him.

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by
God,” for God cannot be tempted by evil, and he himself
tempts no one.

14But each one is tempted when he is lured and enticed by
his own desires.

15 Then when desire conceives, it gives birth to sin, and
when sin is full grown, it gives birth to death.

16Do not be led astray, my dear brothers and sisters.
17All generous giving and every perfect gift is from above,

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is
no variation or the slightest hint of change.
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18 By his sovereign plan he gave us birth through the
message of truth, that we would be a kind of firstfruits of all
he created.

Living Out theMessage
19Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters! Let every

person be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.
20 For human anger does not accomplish God’s righteous-

ness.
21Soput awayall filth andevil excess andhumblywelcome

themessage implantedwithin you,which is able to save your
souls.

22 But be sure you live out the message and do not merely
listen to it and so deceive yourselves.

23 For if someone merely listens to the message and does
not live it out, he is like someonewho gazes at his own face in
amirror.

24 For he gazes at himself and then goes out and immedi-
ately forgets what sort of person he was.

25But the one who peers into the perfect law of liberty and
fixes his attention there, and does not become a forgetful
listener but one who lives it out – he will be blessed in what
he does.

26 If someone thinks he is religious yet does not bridle his
tongue, and so deceives his heart, his religion is futile.

27Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this:
to care for orphans and widows in their misfortune and to
keep oneself unstained by the world.

2
1 My brothers and sisters, do not show prejudice if you

possess faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ.
2 For if someone comes into your assembly wearing a gold

ring and fine clothing, and a poor person enters in filthy
clothes,

3do you pay attention to the one who is finely dressed and
say, “You sit here in a good place,” and to the poor person,
“You stand over there,” or “Sit on the floor”?

4 If so, have you not made distinctions among yourselves
and become judges with evil motives?

5Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! Did not God choose
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom that he promised to those who love him?

6 But you have dishonored the poor! Are not the rich
oppressing you and dragging you into the courts?

7 Do they not blaspheme the good name of the one you
belong to?
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8 But if you fulfill the royal law as expressed in this scrip-
ture, “ You shall love|strong="G0025" your neighbor as
yourself your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.

9But if you showprejudice, you are committing sin and are
convicted by the law as violators.

10For theonewhoobeys thewhole lawbut fails inonepoint
has become guilty of all of it.

11 For he who said, “Do|strong="G3431" not commit adul-
tery,” also said, “Do| strong="G5407" not murder.” Now if
you do not commit adultery but do commitmurder, you have
become a violator of the law.

12 Speak and act as those who will be judged by a law that
gives freedom.

13For judgment is merciless for the one who has shown no
mercy. But mercy triumphs over judgment.

Faith andWorks Together
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone

claims to have faith but does not have works? Can this kind
of faith save him?

15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacks daily
food,

16andoneof you says to them, “Go inpeace, keepwarmand
eatwell,”but youdonot give themwhat thebodyneeds,what
good is it?

17 So also faith, if it does not have works, is dead being by
itself.

18But someonewill say, “You have faith and I have works.”
Showme your faith without works and I will show you faith
bymyworks.

19 You believe that God is one; well and good. Even the
demons believe that – and tremble with fear.

20Butwould you like evidence, you empty fellow, that faith
without works is useless?

21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he
offered Isaac his son on the altar?

22 You see that his faith was working together with his
works and his faith was perfected by works.

23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Now|
strong="G1161" Abraham believed God and it was counted
to him for righteousness,” and hewas called God’s friend.

24Yousee that aperson is justifiedbyworksandnotby faith
alone.

25And similarly, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified
byworkswhen shewelcomed themessengers and sent them
out by another way?
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26For just as thebodywithout the spirit is dead, so also faith
without works is dead.

3
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers

and sisters, because you know that we will be judged more
strictly.

2 For we all stumble in many ways. If someone does not
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect individual, able to
control the entire body as well.

3And if we put bits into themouths of horses to get them to
obey us, then we guide their entire bodies.

4Look at ships too: Though they are so large and driven by
harsh winds, they are steered by a tiny rudder wherever the
pilot’s inclination directs.

5 So too the tongue is a small part of the body, yet it has
great pretensions. Think how small a flame sets a huge forest
ablaze.

6And the tongue is a fire! The tongue represents the world
of wrongdoing among the parts of our bodies. It pollutes the
entire body and sets fire to the course of human existence –
and is set on fire by hell.

7For every kind of animal, bird, reptile, and sea creature is
subdued and has been subdued by humankind.

8But no human being can subdue the tongue; it is a restless
evil, full of deadly poison.

9With it we bless the Lord and Father, andwith it we curse
people made in God’s image.

10From the samemouth come blessing and cursing. These
things should not be so, my brothers and sisters.

11A spring does not pour out fresh water and bitter water
from the same opening, does it?

12Can a fig tree produce olives, my brothers and sisters, or
a vine produce figs? Neither can a salt water spring produce
fresh water.

TrueWisdom
13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good

conducthe should showhisworksdone in the gentleness that
wisdom brings.

14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfishness in your
hearts, do not boast and tell lies against the truth.

15 Such wisdom does not come from above but is earthly,
natural, demonic.

16 For where there is jealousy and selfishness, there is
disorder and every evil practice.
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17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, accommodating, full of mercy and good fruit, impar-
tial, and not hypocritical.

18And the fruit that consists of righteousness is planted in
peace among those whomake peace.

4
1Where do the conflicts and where do the quarrels among

you come from? Is it not from this, from your passions that
battle inside you?

2Youdesire andyoudonothave; youmurder andenvyand
you cannot obtain; you quarrel and fight. You do not have
because you do not ask;

3 you ask and do not receive because you ask wrongly, so
you can spend it on your passions.

4 Adulterers, do you not know that friendship with the
worldmeans hostility towardGod? Sowhoever decides to be
the world’s friendmakes himself God’s enemy.

5Or do you think the scripturemeans nothingwhen it says,
“The spirit that God caused to live within us has an envious
yearning”?

6Buthegives greater grace. Therefore it says, “Godopposes
the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.”

7So submit to God. But resist the devil and hewill flee from
you.

8Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners, and make your hearts pure, you
double-minded.

9 Grieve, mourn, and weep. Turn your laughter into
mourning and your joy into despair.

10Humble yourselves before theLordandhewill exalt you.
11 Do not speak against one another, brothers and sisters.

He who speaks against a fellow believer or judges a fellow
believer speaks against the law and judges the law. But if you
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but its judge.

12But there is only onewho is lawgiver and judge – the one
who is able to save and destroy. On the other hand, who are
you to judge your neighbor?

13Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go
into this or that town and spend a year there and do business
andmake a profit.”

14You do not know about tomorrow. What is your life like?
For you are a puff of smoke that appears for a short time and
then vanishes.

15 You ought to say instead, “If the Lord is willing, then we
will live and do this or that.”
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16But as it is, youboast inyourarrogance. All suchboasting
is evil.

17 So whoever knows what is good to do and does not do it
is guilty of sin.

5
1 Come now, you rich! Weep and cry aloud over the

miseries that are coming on you.
2 Your riches have rotted and your clothing has become

moth-eaten.
3 Your gold and silver have rusted and their rust will be a

witness against you. It will consume your flesh like fire. It is
in the last days that you have hoarded treasure!

4 Look, the pay you have held back from the workers who
mowed your fields cries out against you, and the cries of the
reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.

5 You have lived indulgently and luxuriously on the earth.
You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous per-
son, although he does not resist you.

Patience in Suffering
7So be patient, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s return.

Think of how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the
ground and is patient for it until it receives the early and late
rains.

8 You also be patient and strengthen your hearts, for the
Lord’s return is near.

9Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters,
so that you may not be judged. See, the judge stands before
the gates!

10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and
sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the Lord’s name.

11 Think of how we regard as blessed those who have
endured. You have heard of Job’s endurance and you have
seen the Lord’s purpose, that the Lord is full of compassion
andmercy.

12 And above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear,
eitherbyheavenorbyearthorbyanyotheroath. But let your
“Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that youmaynot fall into
judgment.

Prayer for the Sick
13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is

anyone in good spirits? He should sing praises.
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14 Is anyone among you ill? He should summon the elders
of the church, and they should pray for him and anoint him
with oil in the name of the Lord.

15And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick and
the Lord will raise him up – and if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven.

16 So confess your sins to one another and pray for one
another so that youmay be healed. The prayer of a righteous
person has great effectiveness.

17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed
earnestly that it would not rain and there was no rain on the
land for three years and six months!

18Thenhe prayed again, and the sky gave rain and the land
sprouted with a harvest.

19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders
from the truth and someone turns him back,

20 he should know that the one who turns a sinner back
from his wandering path will save that person’s soul from
death andwill cover amultitude of sins.
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1 Peter
Salutation

1FromPeter, anapostle of JesusChrist, to those temporarily
residingabroad (inPontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, theprovince
of Asia, and Bithynia) who are chosen

2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father by
being set apart by the Spirit for obedience and for sprinkling
with Jesus Christ’s blood. May grace and peace be yours in
full measure!

NewBirth to Joy andHoliness
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

By his great mercy he gave us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 that is, into an inheritance imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading. It is reserved in heaven for you,

5 who by God’s power are protected through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6This brings you great joy, although youmay have to suffer
for a short time in various trials.

7Such trials show theproven character of your faith,which
is much more valuable than gold – gold that is tested by fire,
even though it is passing away – and will bring praise and
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

8 You have not seen him, but you love him. You do not see
him now but you believe in him, and so you rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy,

9 because you are attaining the goal of your faith – the
salvation of your souls.

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who predicted
the grace that would come to you searched and investigated
carefully.

11They probed intowhat person or time the Spirit of Christ
within them was indicating when he testified beforehand
about the sufferings appointed for Christ and his subsequent
glory.

12Theywere shown that they were serving not themselves
but you, in regard to the things now announced to you
through those who proclaimed the gospel to you by the Holy
Spirit sent fromheaven – thingsangels long to catchaglimpse
of.

13Therefore, get yourminds ready for action by being fully
sober, and set your hope completely on the grace that will be
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed.
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14Like obedient children, do not complywith the evil urges
you used to follow in your ignorance,

15 but, like the Holy One who called you, become holy
yourselves in all of your conduct,

16 for it is written, “ You shall be holy, because I am
holy.”

17 And if you address as Father the one who impartially
judges according to each one’swork, live out the time of your
temporary residence here in reverence.

18 You know that from your empty way of life inherited
from your ancestors you were ransomed – not by perishable
things like silver or gold,

19 but by precious blood like that of an unblemished and
spotless lamb, namely Christ.

20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world
but wasmanifested in these last times for your sake.

21Through him you now trust in God, who raised him from
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are
in God.

22 You have purified your souls by obeying the truth in
order to show sincere mutual love. So love one another
earnestly from a pure heart.

23You have been born anew, not from perishable but from
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of
God.

24For
all flesh is like grass
andall its glory like the flower of the grass;
the grasswithers and theflower falls off,
25 but theword of the Lord endures forever.

And this is the word that was proclaimed to you.

2
1So get rid of all evil and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy

and all slander.
2 And yearn like newborn infants for pure, spiritual milk,

so that by it youmay grow up to salvation,
3 if you have experienced the Lord’s kindness.

A Living Stone, a Chosen People
4 So as you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but

chosen and priceless in God’s sight,
5you yourselves, as living stones, are built up as a spiritual

house to be a holy priesthood and to offer spiritual sacrifices
that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.



1 Peter 2:6 429 1 Peter 2:23

6For it says in scripture, “Look,I lay inZiona stone, a chosen
and priceless cornerstone, and whoever believes in him will
never be put to shame*.”

7 So you who believe see his value, but for those who do
not believe, the stone that the builders rejectedhas become the
cornerstone,

8and a stumbling-stone and a rock to trip over*. They stum-
ble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do.

9Butyouare achosenrace, a royalpriesthood, aholynation,
apeopleof his own, so that youmay proclaim thevirtuesof the
one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

10 You once were not a people, but now you are God’s peo-
ple. You were shown no mercy, but now you have received
mercy.

11Dear friends, I urge you as foreigners and exiles to keep
away from fleshly desires that do battle against the soul,

12andmaintain goodconduct among thenon-Christians, so
that though they now malign you as wrongdoers, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God when he appears.

Submission to Authorities
13Be subject to every human institution for the Lord’s sake,

whether to a king as supreme
14 or to governors as those he commissions to punish

wrongdoers and praise those who do good.
15 For God wants you to silence the ignorance of foolish

people by doing good.
16 Live as free people, not using your freedom as a pretext

for evil, but as God’s slaves.
17Honor all people, love the family of believers, fear God,

honor the king.
18Slaves, be subject to yourmasterswith all reverence, not

only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who
are perverse.

19For thisfindsGod’s favor, if becauseof conscience toward
God someone endures hardships in suffering unjustly.

20 For what credit is it if you sin and are mistreated and
endure it? But if you do good and suffer and so endure, this
finds favor with God.

21For to this you were called, since Christ also suffered for
you, leaving an example for you to follow in his steps.

22He committed no sin norwas deceit found in hismouth.
23Whenhewasmaligned, hedidnot answerback;whenhe

suffered, he threatenednoretaliation, but committedhimself
to God who judges justly.
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24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we
may cease from sinning and live for righteousness. By his
wounds youwere healed.

25 For you were going astray like sheep but now you have
turned back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

3
1 In the sameway, wives, be subject to your own husbands.

Then, even if some are disobedient to the word, they will be
won over without a word by the way you live,

2when they see your pure and reverent conduct.
3Let your beauty not be external – the braiding of hair and

wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes –
4 but the inner person of the heart, the lasting beauty of a

gentle and tranquil spirit, which is precious in God’s sight.
5 For in the same way the holy women who hoped in

God long ago adorned themselves by being subject to their
husbands,

6 like Sarah who obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. You
become her children when you do what is good and have no
fear in doing so.

7 Husbands, in the same way, treat your wives with con-
sideration as the weaker partners and show them honor as
fellow heirs of the grace of life. In this way nothing will
hinder your prayers.

Suffering for Doing Good
8 Finally, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, affection-

ate, compassionate, and humble.
9Do not return evil for evil or insult for insult, but instead

bless others because you were called to inherit a blessing.
10For

the one who wants to love life and see good days must
keep his tongue from evil and his lips from utter-
ing deceit.

11 Andhemust turnaway fromevil anddo good;
hemust seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous and

his ears are open to their prayer.
But the Lord’s face is against thosewhodo evil.

13 For who is going to harm you if you are devoted to what
is good?

14But in fact, if youhappen to suffer for doingwhat is right,
you are blessed. But do not be terrified of them or be
shaken.
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15But set Christ apart as Lord in your hearts and always be
ready to give an answer to anyone who asks about the hope
you possess.

16 Yet do it with courtesy and respect, keeping a good
conscience, so that those who slander your good conduct in
Christ may be put to shamewhen they accuse you.

17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if Godwills it, than
for doing evil.

18
Because Christ also suffered once for sins,
the just for the unjust,
to bring you to God,
by being put to death in the flesh
but by beingmade alive in the spirit.
19 In it he went and preached to the spirits in prison,

20after theywere disobedient long agowhenGod patiently
waited in the days of Noah as an ark was being constructed.
In the ark a few, that is eight souls, were delivered through
water.

21 And this prefigured baptism, which now saves you –
not the washing off of physical dirt but the pledge of a good
conscience to God – through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

22whowent intoheavenand isat the righthandofGodwith
angels and authorities and powers subject to him.

4
1 So, since Christ suffered in the flesh, you also arm your-

selves with the same attitude, because the one who has
suffered in the flesh has finished with sin,

2 in that he spends the rest of his time on earth concerned
about the will of God and not human desires.

3 For the time that has passed was sufficient for you to do
what the non-Christians desire. You lived then in debauch-
ery, evil desires, drunkenness, carousing, drinking bouts,
and wanton idolatries.

4 So they are astonished when you do not rush with them
into the same flood of wickedness, and they vilify you.

5Theywill face a reckoning before Jesus Christ who stands
ready to judge the living and the dead.

6 Now it was for this very purpose that the gospel was
preached to those who are now dead, so that though they
were judged in the flesh by human standards they may live
spiritually by God’s standards.

Service, Suffering, and Judgment
7 For the culmination of all things is near. So be self-

controlled and sober-minded for the sake of prayer.
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8Above all keep your love for one another fervent, because
love covers amultitude of sins.

9 Show hospitality to one another without complaining.
10 Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve one

another as good stewards of the varied grace of God.
11 Whoever speaks, let it be with God’s words. Whoever

serves, do so with the strength that God supplies, so that in
everything Godwill be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him
belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

12 Dear friends, do not be astonished that a trial by fire
is occurring among you, as though something strange were
happening to you.

13 But rejoice in the degree that you have shared in the
sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you
may also rejoice and be glad.

14 If youare insulted for thenameofChrist, youareblessed,
because the Spirit of glory, who is the Spirit of God, rests
on you.

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or thief or
criminal or as a troublemaker.

16 But if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but
glorify God that you bear such a name.

17 For it is time for judgment to begin, starting with the
house of God. And if it starts with us, what will be the fate
of those who are disobedient to the gospel of God?

18 And if the righteous are barely saved, what will
become of the ungodly and sinners?

19 So then let those who suffer according to the will of God
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator as they do good.

5
1So as your fellow elder and awitness of Christ’s sufferings

andasonewhoshares in theglory thatwill be revealed, Iurge
the elders among you:

2Give a shepherd’s care to God’s flock among you, exercis-
ing oversight not merely as a duty but willingly under God’s
direction, not for shameful profit but eagerly.

3 And do not lord it over those entrusted to you, but be
examples to the flock.

4 Then when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive
the crown of glory that never fades away.

5 In the same way, you who are younger, be subject to the
elders. Andall ofyou, clotheyourselveswithhumility toward
one another, because God opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble.
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6 And God will exalt you in due time, if you humble your-
selves under his mighty hand

7by casting all your cares on him because he cares for you.
8 Be sober and alert. Your enemy the devil, like a roaring

lion, is on the prowl looking for someone to devour.
9 Resist him, strong in your faith, because you know that

your brothers and sisters throughout theworld are enduring
the same kinds of suffering.

10 And, after you have suffered for a little while, the God
of all grace who called you to his eternal glory in Christ will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

11To him belongs the power forever. Amen.
Final Greetings

12Through Silvanus, whom I know to be a faithful brother,
I have written to you briefly, in order to encourage you and
testify that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.

13The church in Babylon, chosen together with you, greets
you, and so does Mark, my son.

14Greet one another with a loving kiss. Peace to all of you
who are in Christ.
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2 Peter
Salutation

1 From Simeon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to
those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior,
Jesus Christ, have been granted a faith just as precious as
ours.

2May grace and peace be lavished on you as you grow in
the rich knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord!

Believers’ Salvation and theWork of God
3 I can pray this because his divine power has bestowed on

us everything necessary for life and godliness through the
rich knowledge of the onewho called us by his own glory and
excellence.

4Through these things he has bestowed on us his precious
andmostmagnificentpromises, so thatbymeansofwhatwas
promised you may become partakers of the divine nature,
after escaping theworldly corruption that is producedbyevil
desire.

5For this very reason,makeevery effort to add to your faith
excellence, to excellence, knowledge;

6 to knowledge, self-control; to self-control, perseverance;
to perseverance, godliness;

7 to godliness, brotherly affection; to brotherly affection,
unselfish love.

8 For if these things are really yours and are continually
increasing, they will keep you from becoming ineffective
and unproductive in your pursuit of knowing our Lord Jesus
Christ more intimately.

9But concerning theonewho lacks such things –he is blind.
That is to say, he is nearsighted, since he has forgotten about
the cleansing of his past sins.

10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, make every effort to be
sure of your calling and election. For by doing this you will
never stumble into sin.

11 For thus an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be richly provided for you.

Salvation Based on theWord of God
12 Therefore, I intend to remind you constantly of these

things even though you know them and are well established
in the truth that you now have.

13 Indeed, as long as I am in this tabernacle, I consider it
right to stir you up by way of a reminder,
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14 since I know that my tabernacle will soon be removed,
because our Lord Jesus Christ revealed this to me.

15 Indeed, I will also make every effort that, after my
departure, you have a testimony of these things.

16Forwe did not follow cleverly concocted fables whenwe
made known to you the power and return of our Lord Jesus
Christ; no, we were eyewitnesses of his grandeur.

17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father,
when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory:
“This is my dear Son, in whom I am delighted.”

18 When this voice was conveyed from heaven, we our-
selves heard it, for we were with him on the holy mountain.

19 Moreover, we possess the prophetic word as an alto-
gether reliable thing. You do well if you pay attention to this
as youwould to a light shining in amurky place, until the day
dawns and themorning star rises in your hearts.

20Above all, you dowell if you recognize this: No prophecy
of scripture ever comes about by the prophet’s own imagina-
tion,

21 for no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse;
rather, men carried along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2
1 But false prophets arose among the people, just as there

will be false teachers among you. These false teachers will
infiltrate your midst with destructive heresies, even to the
point of denying the Master who bought them. As a result,
they will bring swift destruction on themselves.

2Andmanywill follow their debauched lifestyles. Because
of these false teachers, the way of truth will be slandered.

3 And in their greed they will exploit you with deceptive
words. Their condemnation pronounced long ago is not
sitting idly by; their destruction is not asleep.

4For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but threw
themintohell and locked themup inchains inutterdarkness,
to be kept until the judgment,

5 and if he did not spare the ancient world, but did protect
Noah, a herald of righteousness, along with seven others,
when God brought a flood on an ungodly world,

6 and if he turned to ashes the cities of Sodom and Go-
morrah when he condemned them to destruction, having
appointed them to serve as an example to future generations
of the ungodly,

7and if he rescued Lot, a righteousman in anguish over the
debauched lifestyle of lawless men,
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8 (for while he lived among them day after day, that righ-
teousmanwas tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless
deeds he saw and heard )

9 – if so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
their trials, and to reserve the unrighteous for punishment at
the day of judgment,

10 especially those who indulge their fleshly desires and
who despise authority.
Brazen and insolent, they are not afraid to insult the glori-

ous ones,
11 yet even angels, who are much more powerful, do not

bring a slanderous judgment against them before the Lord.
12 But these men, like irrational animals – creatures of

instinct, born to be caught anddestroyed –donot understand
whom they are insulting, and consequently in their destruc-
tion they will be destroyed,

13 suffering harm as the wages for their harmful ways.
By considering it a pleasure to carouse in broad daylight,
they are stains and blemishes, indulging in their deceitful
pleasures when they feast together with you.

14 Their eyes, full of adultery, never stop sinning; they
entice unstable people. They have trained their hearts for
greed, these cursed children!

15 By forsaking the right path they have gone astray, be-
cause they followed the way of Balaam son of Bosor, who
loved the wages of unrighteousness,

16yet was rebuked for his own transgression (a dumb don-
key, speaking with a human voice, restrained the prophet’s
madness).

17 These men are waterless springs and mists driven by
a storm, for whom the utter depths of darkness have been
reserved.

18 For by speaking high-sounding but empty words they
are able to entice, with fleshly desires and with debauchery,
peoplewhohave just escaped from thosewho reside in error.

19Although these false teachers promise such people free-
dom, they themselves are enslaved to immorality. For what-
ever a person succumbs to, to that he is enslaved.

20 For if after they have escaped the filthy things of the
world through the rich knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, they again get entangled in them and succumb
to them, their last state has becomeworse for them than their
first.

21 For it would have been better for them never to have
known the way of righteousness than, having known it,
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to turn back from the holy commandment that had been
delivered to them.

22Theyare illustrations of this trueproverb: “Adogreturns
to its own vomit,” and “A sow, after washing herself, wallows
in themire.”

3
1 Dear friends, this is already the second letter I have

written you, in which I am trying to stir up your pure mind
by way of reminder:

2 I want you to recall both the predictions foretold by the
holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior
through your apostles.

3 Above all, understand this: In the last days blatant
scoffers will come, being propelled by their own evil urges

4and saying, “Where is his promised return? For ever since
our ancestors died, all things have continued as they were
from the beginning of creation.”

5 For they deliberately suppress this fact, that by the word
of Godheavens existed long ago and an earthwas formed out
of water and bymeans of water.

6 Through these things the world existing at that time was
destroyed when it was deluged with water.

7But by the sameword the present heavens and earth have
been reserved for fire, by being kept for the day of judgment
and destruction of the ungodly.

8 Now, dear friends, do not let this one thing escape your
notice, that a single day is like a thousand yearswith the Lord
and a thousand years are like a single day.

9 The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some
regard slowness, but is being patient toward you, because
he does not wish for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; when it
comes, the heavens will disappear with a horrific noise, and
the celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze, and the earth
and every deed done on it will be laid bare.

11 Since all these things are to melt away in this manner,
what sort of people must we be, conducting our lives in
holiness and godliness,

12while waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God? Because of this day, the heavens will be burned up and
dissolve, and the celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze!

13 But, according to his promise, we are waiting for new
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness truly re-
sides.
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Exhortation to the Faithful
14 Therefore, dear friends, since you are waiting for these

things, strive to be found at peace, without spot or blemish,
when you come into his presence.

15 And regard the patience of our Lord as salvation, just
as also our dear brother Paul wrote to you, according to the
wisdom given to him,

16 speaking of these things in all his letters. Some things in
these letters are hard to understand, things the ignorant and
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they also do to the
rest of the scriptures.

17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been fore-
warned, be on your guard that you do not get led astray by
the error of these unprincipled men and fall from your firm
grasp on the truth.

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior JesusChrist. Tohimbe thehonorbothnowandon that
eternal day.
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1 John

The Prologue to the Letter
1 This is what we proclaim to you: what was from the

beginning, what we have heard, what we have seenwith our
eyes, what we have looked at and our hands have touched
(concerning the word of life –

2 and the life was revealed, and we have seen and testify
and announce to you the eternal life thatwaswith the Father
and was revealed to us).

3What we have seen and heard we announce to you too,
so that you may have fellowship with us (and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ).

4 Thus we are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete.

God Is Light, SoWeMustWalk in the Light
5Now this is the gospel message we have heard from him

and announce to you: God is light, and in him there is no
darkness at all.

6 If we say we have fellowship with him and yet keep on
walking in the darkness, we are lying and not practicing the
truth.

7But if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus his
Son cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we say we do not bear the guilt of sin, we are deceiving
ourselves and the truth is not in us.

9But ifwe confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous, for-
giving us our sins and cleansing us from all unrighteousness.

10 If we saywe have not sinned, wemake him a liar and his
word is not in us.

2
1 (My little children, I am writing these things to you so

that you may not sin. ) But if anyone does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous One,

2andhehimself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, andnot
only for our sins but also for the whole world.

Keeping God’s Commandments
3Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if

we keep his commandments.
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4The onewho says “I have come to knowGod” and yet does
not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in
such a person.

5But whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love
of God has been perfected. By this we know that we are in
him.

6The onewho says he resides in God ought himself to walk
just as Jesus walked.

7 Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment to
you, but an old commandment which you have had from the
beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have
already heard.

8On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to
you which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is
passing away and the true light is already shining.

9The onewho says he is in the light but still hates his fellow
Christian is still in the darkness.

10 The one who loves his fellow Christian resides in the
light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.

11 But the one who hates his fellow Christian is in the
darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know where
he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Words of Reassurance
12 I am writing to you, little children, that your sins have

been forgiven because of his name.
13 I am writing to you, fathers, that you have known him

whohas been from the beginning. I amwriting to you, young
people, that you have conquered the evil one.

14 I have written to you, children, that you have known the
Father. I have written to you, fathers, that you have known
him who has been from the beginning. I have written to
you, young people, that you are strong, and the word of God
resides in you, and you have conquered the evil one.

15Donot love theworldor the things in theworld. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him,

16because all that is in theworld (the desire of theflesh and
thedesireof theeyesand thearroganceproducedbymaterial
possessions) is not from the Father, but is from the world.

17And theworld is passing awaywith all its desires, but the
person who does the will of God remains forever.

Warning About False Teachers
18Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the

antichrist is coming, sonowmanyantichrists have appeared.
We know from this that it is the last hour.

19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong
to us, because if they had belonged to us, they would have
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remainedwith us. But they went out from us to demonstrate
that all of them do not belong to us.

20Nevertheless you have an anointing from the Holy One,
and you all know.

21 I have not written to you that you do not know the truth,
but that you do know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

22Who is the liar but thepersonwhodenies that Jesus is the
Christ ? This one is the antichrist: the person who denies the
Father and the Son.

23 Everyone who denies the Son does not have the Father
either. The personwho confesses the Son has the Father also.

24As foryou,whatyouhaveheard fromthebeginningmust
remain inyou. Ifwhatyouheard fromthebeginningremains
in you, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.

25 Now this is the promise that he himself made to us:
eternal life.

26 These things I have written to you about those who are
trying to deceive you.

27Nowas for you, the anointing that you received fromhim
resides in you, and youhavenoneed for anyone to teach you.
But as his anointing teaches youabout all things, it is true and
is not a lie. Just as it has taught you, you reside in him.

Children of God
28And now, little children, remain in him, so that when he

appears we may have confidence and not shrink away from
him in shamewhen he comes back.

29 If you know that he is righteous, you also know that
everyone who practices righteousness has been fathered by
him.

3
1 (See what sort of love the Father has given to us: that we

should be called God’s children – and indeedwe are! For this
reason the world does not know us: because it did not know
him.

2Dear friends,weareGod’s childrennow, andwhatwewill
be has not yet been revealed. We know that whenever it is
revealed we will be like him, because we will see him just as
he is.

3And everyone who has this hope focused on him purifies
himself, just as Jesus is pure).

4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness;
indeed, sin is lawlessness.

5And you know that Jesus was revealed to take away sins,
and in him there is no sin.

6Everyone who resides in him does not sin; everyone who
sins has neither seen him nor known him.
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7 Little children, let no one deceive you: The one who
practices righteousness is righteous, just as Jesus is righteous.

8The onewhopractices sin is of the devil, because the devil
has been sinning from the beginning. For this purpose the
Son of God was revealed: to destroy the works of the devil.

9Everyonewhohas been fathered byGoddoes not practice
sin, because God’s seed resides in him, and thus he is not able
to sin, because he has been fathered by God.

10By this the children of God and the children of the devil
are revealed: Everyone who does not practice righteousness
– theonewhodoesnot lovehis fellowChristian – is not ofGod.

God Is Love, SoWeMust Love One Another
11 For this is the gospel message that you have heard from

the beginning: that we should love one another,
12 not like Cain who was of the evil one and brutally mur-

dered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his
deeds were evil, but his brother’s were righteous.

13Therefore donot be surprised, brothers and sisters, if the
world hates you.

14 We know that we have crossed over from death to life
becausewe love our fellow Christians. The onewho does not
love remains in death.

15 Everyone who hates his fellow Christian is a murderer,
and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in
him.

16We have come to know love by this: that Jesus laid down
his life for us; thus we ought to lay down our lives for our
fellow Christians.

17 But whoever has the world’s possessions and sees his
fellowChristian in need and shuts off his compassion against
him, how can the love of God reside in such a person?

18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue
but in deed and truth.

19Andby thiswewill know thatwe are of the truth andwill
convince our conscience in his presence,

20 that if our conscience condemns us, that God is greater
than our conscience and knows all things.

21Dear friends, if our conscience does not condemn us, we
have confidence in the presence of God,

22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we
keep his commandments and do the things that are pleasing
to him.

23 Now this is his commandment: that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
gave us the commandment.
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24And the personwho keeps his commandments resides in
God, and God in him. Now by this we know that God resides
in us: by the Spirit he has given us.

4
1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the

spirits to determine if they are fromGod, becausemany false
prophets have gone out into the world.

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses Jesus as theChristwhohas come in theflesh is from
God,

3butevery spirit thatdoesnot confess Jesus isnot fromGod,
and this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard
is coming, and now is already in the world.

4 You are from God, little children, and have conquered
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one
who is in the world.

5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the
world’s perspective and the world listens to them.

6Weare fromGod; the personwhoknowsGod listens to us,
but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we
know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deceit.

God is Love
7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from

God, and everyone who loves has been fathered by God and
knows God.

8Thepersonwhodoesnot lovedoesnot knowGod, because
God is love.

9 By this the love of God is revealed in us: that God has
sent his one and only Son into the world so that we may live
through him.

10 In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins.

11Dear friends, ifGodso lovedus, thenwealsoought to love
one another.

12No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another,
God resides in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we reside in God and he in us: in
that he has given us of his Spirit.

14Andwe have seen and testify that the Father has sent the
Son to be the Savior of the world.

15 If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
resides in him and he in God.

16And we have come to know and to believe the love that
God has in us. God is love, and the one who resides in love
resides in God, and God resides in him.
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17 By this love is perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence in the day of judgment, because just as Jesus is,
so also are we in this world.

18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears
punishment has not been perfected in love.

19We love because he loved us first.
20 If anyone says “I love God” and yet hates his fellow

Christian, he is a liar, because the one who does not love his
fellowChristianwhomhehas seen cannot loveGodwhomhe
has not seen.

21 And the commandment we have from him is this: that
the one who loves God should love his fellow Christian too.

5
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been

fathered byGod, and everyonewho loves the father loves the
child fathered by him.

2By this we know that we love the children of God: when-
ever we love God and obey his commandments.

3 For this is the love of God: that we keep his command-
ments. And his commandments do not weigh us down,

4 because everyone who has been fathered by God con-
quers the world.

Testimony About the Son
This is the conquering power that has conquered the

world: our faith.
5 Now who is the person who has conquered the world

except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6 Jesus Christ is the onewho came bywater and blood – not

by the water only, but by the water and the blood. And the
Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

7For there are three that testify,
8 the Spirit and thewater and theblood, and these three are

in agreement.
9 If we accept the testimony of men, the testimony of God

is greater, because this is the testimony of God that he has
testified concerning his Son.

10 (Theonewhobelieves in theSonofGodhas the testimony
in himself; the one who does not believe God has made him
a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God
has testified concerning his Son.)

11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son.

12Theonewhohas theSonhas this eternal life; theonewho
does not have the Son of God does not have this eternal life.
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Assurance of Eternal Life
13 I have written these things to you who believe in the

name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have
eternal life.

14And this is the confidence that we have before him: that
whenever we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.

15 And if we know that he hears us in regard to whatever
we ask, thenweknow thatwehave the requests thatwehave
asked from him.

16 If anyone sees his fellow Christian committing a sin not
resulting indeath, he shouldask, andGodwill grant life to the
person who commits a sin not resulting in death. There is a
sin resulting in death. I do not say that he should ask about
that.

17 All unrighteousness is sin, but there is sin not resulting
in death.

18Weknow that everyone fathered byGoddoes not sin, but
God protects the one he has fathered, and the evil one cannot
touch him.

19Weknow thatwe are fromGod, and thewholeworld lies
in the power of the evil one.

20Andweknow that the Son ofGodhas comeandhas given
us insight to know him who is true, and we are in him who
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This one is the true God and
eternal life.

21Little children, guard yourselves from idols.



2 John 1 446 2 John 13

2 John
Introduction and Thanksgiving

1 From the elder, to an elect lady and her children, whom I
love in truth (and not I alone, but also all thosewho know the
truth),

2because of the truth that resides in us and will be with us
forever.

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the
Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father, in truth
and love.

4 I rejoiced greatly because I have found some of your
children living according to the truth, just as the Father
commanded us.

Warning Against False Teachers
5 But now I ask you, lady (not as if I were writing a new

commandment to you, but the one we have had from the
beginning), that we love one another.

6 (Now this is love: thatwewalk according tohis command-
ments.) This is the commandment, just as you have heard
from the beginning; thus you should walk in it.

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, people
who do not confess Jesus as Christ coming in the flesh. This
person is the deceiver and the antichrist!

8 Watch out, so that you do not lose the things we have
worked for, but receive a full reward.

9Everyone who goes on ahead and does not remain in the
teaching of Christ does not have God. The one who remains
in this teaching has both the Father and the Son.

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching,
do not receive him into your house and do not give him any
greeting,

11 because the person who gives him a greeting shares in
his evil deeds.

Conclusion
12Though I havemany other things towrite to you, I do not

want to do sowith paper and ink, but I hope to come visit you
and speak face to face, so that our joymay be complete.

13The children of your elect sister greet you.



3 John 1 447 3 John 14

3 John
Introduction and Thanksgiving

1 From the elder, to Gaius my dear brother, whom I love in
truth.

2Dear friend, I pray that all may go well with you and that
youmay be in good health, just as it is well with your soul.

3 For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testi-
fied to your truth, just as you are living according to the truth.

4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children
are living according to the truth.

The Charge to Gaius
5 Dear friend, you demonstrate faithfulness by whatever

you do for the brothers (even though they are strangers).
6 They have testified to your love before the church. You

will dowell to send themon their way in amannerworthy of
God.

7For they have gone forth on behalf of “TheName,” accept-
ing nothing from the pagans.

8 Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we
become coworkers in cooperation with the truth.

Diotrephes the Troublemaker
9 I wrote something to the church, but Diotrephes, who

loves to be first among them, does not acknowledge us.
10 Therefore, if I come, I will call attention to the deeds

he is doing – the bringing of unjustified charges against us
with evil words! And not being content with that, he not
only refuses towelcome thebrothershimself, but hinders the
peoplewhowant to do so and throws themout of the church!

11Dear friend, do not imitate what is bad but what is good.
The one who does good is of God; the one who does what is
bad has not seen God.

Worthy Demetrius
12Demetrius has been testified to by all, even by the truth

itself. Wealso testify tohim, andyouknowthatour testimony
is true.

Conclusion
13 I have many things to write to you, but I do not wish to

write to you with pen and ink.
14But I hope to see you right away, and we will speak face

to face. Peace be with you. The friends here greet you. Greet
the friends there by name.
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Jude

Salutation
1From Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to

those who are called, wrapped in the love of God the Father
and kept for Jesus Christ.

2Maymercy, peace, and love be lavished on you!

Condemnation of the False Teachers
3Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you

about our common salvation, I now feel compelled instead to
write to encourage you to contend earnestly for the faith that
was once for all entrusted to the saints.

4 For certain men have secretly slipped in among you –
men who long ago were marked out for the condemnation
I am about to describe – ungodly men who have turned the
grace of our God into a license for evil andwhodeny our only
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

5Now I desire to remind you (even though you have been
fully informed of these facts once for all ) that Jesus, having
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, later destroyed
those who did not believe.

6 You also know that the angels who did not keep within
their proper domain but abandoned their own place of resi-
dence, he has kept in eternal chains in utter darkness, locked
up for the judgment of the great Day.

7So also SodomandGomorrah and the neighboring towns,
since they indulged in sexual immorality andpursuedunnat-
ural desire inawaysimilar to theseangels, arenowdisplayed
as an example by suffering the punishment of eternal fire.

8Yet these men, as a result of their dreams, defile the flesh,
reject authority, and insult the glorious ones.

9 But even when Michael the archangel was arguing with
the devil and debating with him concerning Moses’ body, he
did not dare to bring a slanderous judgment, but said, “May
the Lord rebuke you!”

10But thesemendonot understand the things they slander,
and they are being destroyed by the very things that, like
irrational animals, they instinctively comprehend.

11 Woe to them! For they have traveled down Cain’s
path, and because of greed have abandoned themselves to
Balaam’s error; hence, they will certainly perish in Korah’s
rebellion.
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12Thesemen are dangerous reefs at your love feasts, feast-
ing without reverence, feeding only themselves. They are
waterless clouds, carried along by the winds; autumn trees
without fruit – twice dead, uprooted;

13 wild sea waves, spewing out the foam of their shame;
wayward stars forwhomtheutter depths of eternal darkness
have been reserved.

14NowEnoch, the seventh indescentbeginningwithAdam,
even prophesied of them, saying, “Look! The Lord is coming
with thousands and thousands of his holy ones,

15 to execute judgmentonall, and to convict everypersonof
all their thoroughlyungodlydeeds that theyhave committed,
and of all the harsh words that ungodly sinners have spoken
against him.”

16 These people are grumblers and fault-finders who go
wherever their desires lead them, and they give bombastic
speeches, enchanting folks for their own gain.

Exhortation to the Faithful
17But you, dear friends – recall the predictions foretold by

the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.
18 For they said to you, “In the end time there will come

scoffers, propelled by their own ungodly desires.”
19These people are divisive, worldly, devoid of the Spirit.
20But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your

most holy faith, by praying in the Holy Spirit,
21maintain yourselves in the love of God, while anticipat-

ing themercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that brings eternal life.
22And havemercy on those whowaver;
23save others by snatching themout of thefire; havemercy

on others, coupledwith a fear of God, hating even the clothes
stained by the flesh.

Final Blessing
24Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling, and

to cause you to stand, rejoicing, without blemish before his
glorious presence,

25 to the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time, and
now, and for all eternity. Amen.
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Revelation
The Prologue

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to
show his servants what must happen very soon. He made it
clear by sending his angel to his servant John,

2who then testified to everything that he saw concerning
the word of God and the testimony about Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy
aloud, and blessed are those who hear and obey the things
written in it, because the time is near!

4From John, to the seven churches that are in the province
of Asia: Grace and peace to you from “he who is,” and who
was, and who is still to come, and from the seven spirits who
are before his throne,

5 and from Jesus Christ – the faithful witness, the firstborn
fromamong thedead, the ruler over the kings of the earth. To
the one who loves us and has set us free from our sins at the
cost of his own blood

6 and has appointed us as a kingdom, as priests serving his
God and Father – to him be the glory and the power for ever
and ever! Amen.
7 (Look! He is returningwith the clouds,
and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him,
and all the tribes on the earth will mourn because of him.
This will certainly come to pass! Amen.)

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God – the
one who is, and who was, and who is still to come – the All-
Powerful!

9 I, John, your brother and the one who shares with you in
the persecution, kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus,
was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God
and the testimony about Jesus.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Daywhen I heard behind
me a loud voice like a trumpet,

11 saying: “Write in a book what you see and send it to the
seven churches – to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see whose voice was speaking to me, and
when I did so, I saw seven golden lampstands,

13 and in the midst of the lampstands was one like a son of
man. Hewasdressed in a robe extendingdown tohis feet and
he wore a wide golden belt around his chest.
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14His head and hair were as white as wool, even as white
as snow, and his eyes were like a fiery flame.

15His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace,
and his voice was like the roar of manywaters.

16Heheld seven stars in his right hand, and a sharpdouble-
edged sword extended out of his mouth. His face shone like
the sun shining at full strength.

17When I saw him I fell down at his feet as though I were
dead, but he placed his right hand onme and said: “Donot be
afraid! I am the first and the last,

18 and the one who lives! I was dead, but look, now I am
alive – forever and ever – and I hold the keys of death and of
Hades!

19Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will be
after these things.

20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right
hand and the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven
stars are the angels of the seven churches and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.

2
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write the follow-

ing:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has a

firm grasp on the seven stars in his right hand – the one who
walks among the seven golden lampstands:

2 ‘I know your works as well as your labor and steadfast
endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have even
put to the test those who refer to themselves as apostles (but
are not), and have discovered that they are false.

3 I am also aware that you have persisted steadfastly, en-
dured much for the sake of my name, and have not grown
weary.

4But I have this against you: You have departed from your
first love!

5 Therefore, remember from what high state you have
fallen and repent! Do the deeds you did at the first; if not, I
will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place –
that is, if you do not repent.

6 But you do have this going for you: You hate what the
Nicolaitans practice – practices I also hate.

7 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To the one who conquers, I will permit
him to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God.’

To the Church in Smyrna
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrnawrite the following:



Revelation 2:9 452 Revelation 2:18

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who is the
first and the last, the one whowas dead, but came to life:

9 ‘I know the distress you are suffering and your poverty
(but you are rich). I also know the slander against you by
those who call themselves Jews and really are not, but are a
synagogue of Satan.

10Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. The
devil is about to have some of you thrown into prison so you
maybe tested, and youwill experience suffering for ten days.
Remain faithful even to the point of death, and Iwill give you
the crown that is life itself.

11 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. The onewho conquerswill in nowaybe
harmed by the second death.’

To the Church in Pergamum
12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write the

following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the onewho has the

sharp double-edged sword:
13 ‘I knowwhere you live –where Satan’s throne is. Yet you

continue to cling to my name and you have not denied your
faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness,
who was killed in your city where Satan lives.

14But I have a few things against you: You have some peo-
ple there who follow the teaching of Balaam, who instructed
Balak to put a stumbling block before the people of Israel so
they would eat food sacrificed to idols and commit sexual
immorality.

15 In the same way, there are also some among you who
follow the teaching of the Nicolaitans.

16Therefore, repent! If not, I will come against you quickly
and make war against those people with the sword of my
mouth.

17 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To the onewho conquers, Iwill give him
some of the hiddenmanna, and I will give him awhite stone,
and on that stonewill bewritten a newname that no one can
understand except the one who receives it.’

To the Church in Thyatira
18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira writethe follow-

ing:
“ This is the solemn pronouncement of the Son of God, the

one who has eyes like a fiery flame and whose feet are like
polished bronze:
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19 ‘I know your deeds: your love, faith, service, and stead-
fast endurance. In fact, your more recent deeds are greater
than your earlier ones.

20 But I have this against you: You tolerate that woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and by her teaching
deceivesmy servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat
food sacrificed to idols.

21 I have given her time to repent, but she is not willing to
repent of her sexual immorality.

22Look! I am throwingher onto a bed of violent illness, and
those who commit adultery with her into terrible suffering,
unless they repent of her deeds.

23 Furthermore, I will strike her followers with a deadly
disease, and then all the churcheswill know that I am the one
who searches minds and hearts. I will repay each one of you
what your deeds deserve.

24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, all who do not hold
to this teaching (who have not learned the so-called “deep
secrets of Satan”), to you I say: I do not put any additional
burden on you.

25However, hold on to what you have until I come.
26And to the one who conquers and who continues in my

deeds until the end, I will give him authority over the nations
–
27 hewill rule themwith an iron rod*
and like clay jars he will break them to pieces,

28 just as I have received the right to rule frommy Father –
and I will give him themorning star.

29 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.’

3
1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who holds

the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: ‘I know your
deeds, that you have a reputation that you are alive, but in
reality you are dead.

2 Wake up then, and strengthen what remains that was
about to die, because I have not found your deeds complete
in the sight of my God.

3 Therefore, remember what you received and heard, and
obey it, and repent. If you do not wake up, I will come like
a thief, and you will never know at what hour I will come
against you.
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4 But you have a few individuals in Sardis who have not
stained their clothes, and they will walk with me dressed in
white, because they are worthy.

5The one who conquers will be dressed like them in white
clothing, and I will never erase his name from the book of
life, but will declare his name before my Father and before
his angels.

6 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.’

To the Church in Philadelphia
7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write the

following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Holy One, the

True One, who holds the key of David, who opens doors no
one can shut, and shuts doors no one can open:

8 ‘I know your deeds. (Look! I have put in front of you an
open door that no one can shut.) I know that you have little
strength, but you have obeyedmyword and have not denied
my name.

9 Listen! I am going to make those people from the syna-
gogue of Satan – who say they are Jews yet are not, but are
lying – Look, I will make them come and bow down at your
feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.

10 Because you have kept my admonition to endure stead-
fastly, I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is
about to come on the whole world to test those who live on
the earth.

11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have so that no
one can take away your crown.

12The one who conquers I will make a pillar in the temple
of my God, and he will never depart from it. I will write on
him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God
(the new Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven frommy
God), andmy new name as well.

13 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.’

To the Church in Laodicea
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write the follow-

ing:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Amen, the faith-

ful and true witness, the originator of God’s creation:
15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I

wish you were either cold or hot!
16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold,

I am going to vomit you out of mymouth!
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17 Because you say, “I am rich and have acquired great
wealth, and need nothing,” but do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked,

18 take my advice and buy gold from me refined by fire so
you can become rich! Buy frommewhite clothing so you can
be clothed and your shameful nakednesswill not be exposed,
and buy eye salve to put on your eyes so you can see!

19All those I love, I rebukeanddiscipline. Sobe earnest and
repent!

20Listen! I amstandingat thedoorandknocking! If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door I will come into his home
and share ameal with him, and he withme.

21 I will grant the one who conquers permission to sit with
me on my throne, just as I too conquered and sat down with
my Father on his throne.

22 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.’ ”

4
1After these things I looked, and therewas a door standing

open in heaven! And the first voice I had heard speaking to
me like a trumpet said: “Come up here so that I can show you
what must happen after these things.”

2 Immediately Iwas in the Spirit, anda thronewas standing
in heaven with someone seated on it!

3 And the one seated on it was like jasper and carnelian
in appearance, and a rainbow looking like it was made of
emerald encircled the throne.

4 In a circle around the throne were twenty-four other
thrones, and seated on those thrones were twenty-four el-
ders. They were dressed in white clothing and had golden
crowns on their heads.

5From the throne cameoutflashes of lightning and roaring
and crashes of thunder. Sevenflaming torches, which are the
seven spirits of God, were burning in front of the throne

6and in frontof the thronewas something likea seaof glass,
like crystal.
In the middle of the throne and around the throne were

four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.
7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second crea-

ture like an ox, the third creature had a face like aman’s, and
the fourth creature looked like an eagle flying.

8 Each one of the four living creatures had six wings and
was full of eyes all around and inside. They never rest day or
night, saying:
“Holy Holy Holy is the Lord God, the All-Powerful,
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Whowas andwho is, and who is still to come!”
9And whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and

thanks to the one who sits on the throne, who lives forever
and ever,

10 the twenty-four elders throw themselves to the ground
before the one who sits on the throne and worship the one
who lives forever and ever, and they offer their crowns
before his throne, saying:
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
since you created all things,
and because of your will they existed and were created!”

5
1Then I saw in the right hand of the onewhowas seated on

the throne a scroll written on the front and back and sealed
with seven seals.

2 And I saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud voice:
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and to break its seals?”

3But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was
able to open the scroll or look into it.

4 So I began weeping bitterly because no one was found
whowas worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.

5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has con-
quered; thus he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6Then I saw standing in themiddle of the throne and of the
four living creatures, and in themiddle of the elders, a Lamb
that appeared to have been killed. He had seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into
all the earth.

7 Then he came and took the scroll from the right hand of
the one whowas seated on the throne,

8andwhenhehad taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders threw themselves to the ground
before the Lamb. Each of them had a harp and golden bowls
full of incense (which are the prayers of the saints).

9They were singing a new song:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals
because you were killed,
andat the cost of yourownbloodyouhavepurchased forGod
persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation.
10Youhave appointed themas a kingdomandpriests to serve

our God, and they will reign on the earth.”
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11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels in
a circle around the throne, as well as the living creatures
and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten
thousand – thousands times thousands –

12all of whomwere singing in a loud voice:
“Worthy is the lambwhowas killed
to receive power andwealth
and wisdom andmight
and honor and glory and praise!”

13Then I heard every creature – in heaven, on earth, under
the earth, in the sea, and all that is in them – singing:
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!”

14 And the four living creatures were saying “Amen,” and
the elders threw themselves to the ground andworshiped.

6
1 I looked onwhen the Lamb opened one of the seven seals,

and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a
thunderous voice, “Come!”

2 So I looked, and here came a white horse! The one who
rode it had a bow, and he was given a crown, and as a
conqueror he rode out to conquer.

3Then when the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the
second living creature saying, “Come!”

4And another horse, fiery red, came out, and the one who
rode it was granted permission to take peace from the earth,
so that people would butcher one another, and he was given
a huge sword.

5 Then when the Lamb opened the third seal I heard the
third living creature saying, “Come!” So I looked, and here
came a black horse! The one who rode it had a balance scale
in his hand.

6Then I heard something like a voice from among the four
living creatures saying, “Aquart ofwheatwill cost a day’s pay
and three quarts of barley will cost a day’s pay. But do not
damage the olive oil and the wine!”

7 Then when the Lamb opened the fourth seal I heard the
voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come!”

8 So I looked and here came a pale green horse! The name
of the one who rode it was Death, and Hades followed right
behind. Theywere given authority over a fourth of the earth,
to kill its populationwith the sword, famine, anddisease, and
by the wild animals of the earth.

9Nowwhen theLambopened thefifth seal, I sawunder the
altar the souls of thosewhohad been violently killed because
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of the word of God and because of the testimony they had
given.

10 They cried out with a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign
Master, holy and true, before you judge thosewho live on the
earth and avenge our blood?”

11 Each of them was given a long white robe and they
were told to rest for a little longer, until the full number was
reached of both their fellow servants and their brothers who
were going to be killed just as they had been.

12Then I looked when the Lamb opened the sixth seal, and
a huge earthquake took place; the sun became as black as
sackclothmade of hair, and the full moon became blood red;

13 and the stars in the sky fell to the earth like a fig tree
dropping its unripe figs when shaken by a fierce wind.

14 The sky was split apart like a scroll being rolled up, and
everymountain and island wasmoved from its place.

15 Then the kings of the earth, the very important people,
the generals, the rich, the powerful, and everyone, slave and
free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the
mountains.

16 They said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us
and hide us from the face of the one who is seated on the
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb,

17because the great day of their wrath has come, and who
is able to withstand it?”

7
1After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of

the earth, holdingback the fourwinds of the earth sonowind
could blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree.

2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, who
had the seal of the living God. He shouted out with a loud
voice to the four angels who had been given permission to
damage the earth and the sea:

3 “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees until we
have put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”

4Now I heard the number of those who were marked with
the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed from
all the tribes of the people of Israel:
5From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand,
6 from the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Naphtali, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand,
7 from the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand,
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from the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand,
8 from the tribe of Zebulun, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.

9 After these things I looked, and here was an enormous
crowd that no one could count, made up of persons from
everynation, tribe, people, and language, standingbefore the
throne and before the Lambdressed in longwhite robes, and
with palm branches in their hands.

10They were shouting out in a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God,
to the one seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 And all the angels stood there in a circle around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they threw themselves down with their faces to the
ground before the throne andworshiped God,

12 saying,
“Amen! Praise and glory,
and wisdom and thanksgiving,
and honor and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These dressed in long
white robes –whoare theyandwherehave they come from?”

14 So I said to him, “My lord, you know the answer.” Then
he said to me, “These are the ones who have come out of the
great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made
themwhite in the blood of the Lamb!

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and
theyservehimdayandnight inhis temple, and theoneseated
on the throne will shelter them.

16 They will never go hungry or be thirsty again, and the sun
will not beat down on them, nor any burning heat,

17 because the Lamb in the middle of the throne will shep-
herd them and lead them to springs of living water, and God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

8
1Now when the Lamb opened the seventh seal there was

silence in heaven for about half an hour.
2 Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and

seven trumpets were given to them.
3 Another angel holding a golden censer came and was

stationed at the altar. A large amount of incense was given
to him to offer up, with the prayers of all the saints, on the
golden altar that is before the throne.
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4 The smoke coming from the incense, along with the
prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s
hand.

5Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the
altar, and threw it on the earth, and there were crashes of
thunder, roaring, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

6 Now the seven angels holding the seven trumpets pre-
pared to blow them.

7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and there was hail and
fire mixed with blood, and it was thrown at the earth so that
a third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were
burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.

8 Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and something
like a greatmountain of burningfirewas thrown into the sea.
A third of the sea became blood,

9 and a third of the creatures living in the sea died, and a
third of the ships were completely destroyed.

10 Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a huge star
burning like a torch fell from the sky; it landed on a third of
the rivers and on the springs of water.

11 (Now the name of the star is Wormwood.) So a third of
the waters became wormwood, and many people died from
these waters because they were poisoned.

12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of
the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of
the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. And there
was no light for a third of the day and for a third of the night
likewise.

13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying directly over-
head, proclaiming with a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to
those who live on the earth because of the remaining sounds
of the trumpets of the three angels who are about to blow
them!”

9
1Then thefifth angel blewhis trumpet, and I sawa star that

had fallen from the sky to the earth, and hewas given the key
to the shaft of the abyss.

2He opened the shaft of the abyss and smoke rose out of it
like smoke from a giant furnace. The sun and the air were
darkened with smoke from the shaft.

3 Then out of the smoke came locusts onto the earth, and
theywere given power like that of the scorpions of the earth.

4Theywere toldnot todamage the grass of the earth, or any
green plant or tree, but only those people who did not have
the seal of God on their forehead.
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5 The locusts were not given permission to kill them, but
only to torture them for five months, and their torture was
like that of a scorpion when it stings a person.

6 In those days people will seek death, but will not be able
to find it; they will long to die, but death will flee from them.

7Now the locusts looked likehorses equipped for battle. On
their heads were something like crowns similar to gold, and
their faces looked like men’s faces.

8They had hair likewomen’s hair, and their teethwere like
lions’ teeth.

9 They had breastplates like iron breastplates, and the
sound of their wingswas like the noise ofmany horse-drawn
chariots charging into battle.

10 They have tails and stingers like scorpions, and their
ability to injure people for fivemonths is in their tails.

11 They have as king over them the angel of the abyss,
whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.

12 The first woe has passed, but two woes are still coming
after these things!

13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a
single voice coming from the horns on the golden altar that
is before God,

14 saying to the sixth angel, the one holding the trumpet,
“Set free the four angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates!”

15 Then the four angels who had been prepared for this
hour, day, month, and year were set free to kill a third of
humanity.

16 The number of soldiers on horseback was two hundred
million; I heard their number.

17Now this is what the horses and their riders looked like
inmy vision: The riders had breastplates that were fiery red,
dark blue, and sulfurous yellow in color. The heads of the
horses looked like lions’ heads, and fire, smoke, and sulfur
came out of their mouths.

18 A third of humanity was killed by these three plagues,
that is, by the fire, the smoke, and the sulfur that came out
of their mouths.

19 For the power of the horses resides in their mouths and
in their tails, because their tails are like snakes, having heads
that inflict injuries.

20 The rest of humanity, who had not been killed by these
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so that
they did not stopworshiping demons and idolsmade of gold,
silver, bronze, stone, andwood – idols that cannot see or hear
or walk about.
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21 Furthermore, they did not repent of their murders, of
their magic spells, of their sexual immorality, or of their
stealing.

10
1 Then I saw another powerful angel descending from

heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head;
his face was like the sun and his legs were like pillars of fire.

2Heheld in his hand a little scroll thatwas open, andheput
his right foot on the sea and his left on the land.

3 Then he shouted in a loud voice like a lion roaring, and
when he shouted, the seven thunders sounded their voices.

4When the seven thunders spoke, I was preparing towrite,
but just then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what
the seven thunders spoke and do not write it down.”

5 Then the angel I saw standing on the sea and on the land
raised his right hand to heaven

6 and swore by the one who lives forever and ever, who
created heaven andwhat is in it, and the earth andwhat is in
it, and the sea andwhat is in it, “Therewill be nomore delay!

7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to blow
his trumpet, the mystery of God is completed, just as he has
proclaimed to his servants the prophets.”

8 Then the voice I had heard from heaven began to speak
to me again, “Go and take the open scroll in the hand of the
angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.”

9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little
scroll. He said to me, “Take the scroll and eat it. It will make
your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your
mouth.”

10 So I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it,
and it did taste as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I
had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.

11 Then they told me: “You must prophesy again about
many peoples, nations, languages, and kings.”

11
1 Then a measuring rod like a staff was given to me, and

I was told, “Get up and measure the temple of God, and the
altar, and the ones whoworship there.

2 But do not measure the outer courtyard of the temple;
leave it out, because it hasbeengiven to theGentiles, and they
will trample on the holy city for forty-twomonths.

3And I will grant my two witnesses authority to prophesy
for 1,260 days, dressed in sackcloth.
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4 (These are the twoolive trees and the two lampstands that
stand before the Lord of the earth.)

5 If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their
mouths and completely consumes their enemies. If anyone
wants to harm them, theymust be killed this way.

6These twohave thepower to closeup the sky so that it does
not rain during the time they are prophesying. They have
power to turn thewaters to blood and to strike the earthwith
every kind of plague whenever they want.

7When they have completed their testimony, the beast that
comesup from the abysswillmakewar on themand conquer
them and kill them.

8 Their corpses will lie in the street of the great city that is
symbolically called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was
also crucified.

9 For three and a half days those from every people, tribe,
nation, and language will look at their corpses, because they
will not permit them to be placed in a tomb.

10 And those who live on the earth will rejoice over them
and celebrate, even sending gifts to each other, because these
two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.

11But after three and a half days a breath of life from God
entered them, and they stood on their feet, and tremendous
fear seized those whowere watching them.

12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to
them: “Come up here!” So the two prophets went up to
heaven in a cloud while their enemies stared at them.

13 Just then a major earthquake took place and a tenth of
the city collapsed; seven thousand people were killed in the
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the
God of heaven.

14 The second woe has come and gone; the third is coming
quickly.

The Seventh Trumpet
15Then the seventh angel blewhis trumpet, and therewere

loud voices in heaven saying:
“The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ,
and he will reign for ever and ever.”

16 Then the twenty-four elders who are seated on their
thrones before God threw themselves down with their faces
to the ground andworshiped God

17with these words:
“We give you thanks, Lord God, the All-Powerful,
the one who is and whowas,
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because you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.
18The nations were enraged,
but your wrath has come,
and the time has come for the dead to be judged,
and the time has come to give to your servants,
the prophets, their reward,
as well as to the saints
and to those who revere your name, both small and great,
and the time has come to destroy those who destroy the

earth.”
19 Then the temple of God in heaven was opened and the

ark of his covenant was visible within his temple. And there
were flashes of lightning, roaring, crashes of thunder, an
earthquake, and a great hailstorm.

12
1 Then a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed

with the sun, and with the moon under her feet, and on her
head was a crown of twelve stars.

2 She was pregnant and was screaming in labor pains,
struggling to give birth.

3Thenanother signappeared inheaven: ahuge reddragon
that had seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads were
seven diadem crowns.

4 Now the dragon’s tail swept away a third of the stars in
heaven and hurled them to the earth. Then the dragon stood
before the woman who was about to give birth, so that he
might devour her child as soon as it was born.

5 So the woman gave birth to a son, a male child, who is
going to rule over all the nations with an iron rod. Her child
was suddenly caught up to God and to his throne,

6 and she fled into the wilderness where a place had been
prepared for her by God, so she could be taken care of for
1,260 days.

War in Heaven
7 Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels

fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels
fought back.

8But the dragonwas not strong enough to prevail, so there
was no longer anyplace left in heaven for himandhis angels.

9 So that huge dragon – the ancient serpent, the one called
the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world – was
thrown down to the earth, and his angels along with him.

10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying,
“The salvation and the power
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and the kingdom of our God,
and the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come,
because the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
the one who accuses them day and night before our God,
has been thrown down.
11But they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony,
and theydidnot love their lives somuch that theywereafraid

to die.
12Therefore you heavens rejoice, and all who reside in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea
because the devil has come down to you!
He is filled with terrible anger,
for he knows that he only has a little time!”

13Nowwhen the dragon realized that he had been thrown
down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given
birth to themale child.

14But the woman was given the two wings of a giant eagle
so that she could fly out into the wilderness, to the place God
prepared for her, where she is taken care of – away from the
presence of the serpent – for a time, times, and half a time.

15 Then the serpent spouted water like a river out of his
mouth after the woman in an attempt to sweep her away by
a flood,

16 but the earth came to her rescue; the ground opened up
and swallowed the river that thedragonhad spewed fromhis
mouth.

17 So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went
away tomakewar on the rest of her children, thosewho keep
God’s commandments and hold to the testimony about Jesus.
And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore.

13
1 Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had ten

horns and seven heads, and on its horns were ten diadem
crowns, and on its heads a blasphemous name.

2 Now the beast that I saw was like a leopard, but its feet
were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth.
The dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, and great
authority to rule.

3 One of the beast’s heads appeared to have been killed,
but the lethal wound had been healed. And the whole world
followed the beast in amazement;

4 they worshiped the dragon because he had given ruling
authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast too,
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saying: “Who is like thebeast?” and “Who is able tomakewar
against him?”

5 The beast was given a mouth speaking proud words
and blasphemies, and he was permitted to exercise ruling
authority for forty-twomonths.

6 So the beast opened his mouth to blaspheme against God
– to blaspheme both his name and his dwelling place, that is,
those who dwell in heaven.

7 The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints
and conquer them. Hewas given ruling authority over every
tribe, people, language, and nation,

8 and all those who live on the earth will worship the
beast, everyone whose name has not been written since the
foundation of the world in the book of life belonging to the
Lambwhowas killed.

9 If anyone has an ear, he had better listen!
10 If anyone is meant for captivity,
into captivity he will go.
If anyone is to be killed by the sword,
then by the sword hemust be killed.
This requires steadfast endurance and faith from the

saints.
11 Then I saw another beast coming up from the earth. He

had two horns like a lamb, but was speaking like a dragon.
12 He exercised all the ruling authority of the first beast

on his behalf, and made the earth and those who inhabit it
worship thefirst beast, the onewhose lethalwoundhadbeen
healed.

13He performedmomentous signs, evenmaking fire come
down from heaven in front of people

14 and, by the signs he was permitted to perform on behalf
of the beast, he deceived those who live on the earth. He told
thosewho liveon theearth tomakean image to thebeastwho
had been wounded by the sword, but still lived.

15Thesecondbeastwasempowered togive life to the image
of the first beast so that it could speak, and could cause all
thosewho did notworship the image of the beast to be killed.

16He also caused everyone (small and great, rich and poor,
free and slave ) to obtain a mark on their right hand or on
their forehead.

17 Thus no one was allowed to buy or sell things unless he
bore themark of the beast – that is, his name or his number.

18 This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has insight
calculate the beast’s number, for it is man’s number, and his
number is 666.
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14
1Then I looked, and herewas the Lamb standing onMount

Zion, and with him were one hundred and forty-four thou-
sand, who had his name and his Father’s name written on
their foreheads.

2 I also heard a sound coming out of heaven like the sound
of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. Now the
sound I heard was like that made by harpists playing their
harps,

3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and
before the four living creatures and the elders. No one was
able to learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four
thousand who had been redeemed from the earth.

4These are the ones who have not defiled themselves with
women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow
the Lamb wherever he goes. These were redeemed from
humanity as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb,

5and no lie was found on their lips; they are blameless.
Three Angels and ThreeMessages

6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, and he
had an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the
earth – to every nation, tribe, language, and people.

7He declared in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has arrived, and worship
the one whomade heaven and earth, the sea and the springs
of water!”

8Asecondangel followed thefirst, declaring: “Fallen, fallen
isBabylon thegreat city! Shemadeall thenationsdrinkof the
wine of her immoral passion.”

9 A third angel followed the first two, declaring in a loud
voice: “If anyoneworships the beast andhis image, and takes
themark on his forehead or his hand,

10 that personwill also drink of thewine ofGod’s anger that
has beenmixed undiluted in the cup of hiswrath, and hewill
be torturedwithfireand sulfur in front of theholy angels and
in front of the Lamb.

11And the smoke from their torture will go up forever and
ever, and those who worship the beast and his image will
have no rest day or night, along with anyone who receives
themark of his name.”

12 This requires the steadfast endurance of the saints –
thosewho obey God’s commandments and hold to their faith
in Jesus.

13Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:
‘Blessed are the dead,
those who die in the Lord from this moment on!’ ”
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“Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hard
work, because their deeds will follow them.”

14 Then I looked, and a white cloud appeared, and seated
on the cloudwas one like a son ofman! Hehad a golden crown
on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.

15 Then another angel came out of the temple, shouting in
a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud, “Use your sickle
and start to reap, because the time to reaphas come, since the
earth’s harvest is ripe!”

16 So the one seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the
earth, and the earth was reaped.

17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven,
and he too had a sharp sickle.

18Another angel, who was in charge of the fire, came from
the altar and called in a loud voice to the angel who had the
sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of
grapes off the vine of the earth, because its grapes are now
ripe.”

19So the angel swunghis sickle over the earth and gathered
the grapes from the vineyard of the earth and tossed them
into the great winepress of the wrath of God.

20 Then the winepress was stomped outside the city, and
blood poured out of the winepress up to the height of horses’
bridles for a distance of almost two hundredmiles.

15
1Then I saw another great and astounding sign in heaven:

seven angels who have seven final plagues (they are final
because in them God’s anger is completed).

2 Then I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire,
and those who had conquered the beast and his image and
the number of his name. They were standing by the sea of
glass, holding harps given to them by God.

3 They sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the
song of the Lamb:
“Great and astounding are your deeds,
Lord God, the All-Powerful!
Just and true are your ways,
King over the nations!
4Whowill not fear you, O Lord,
and glorify your name, because you alone are holy?
All nations will come andworship before you
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

5After these things I looked, and the temple (the tent of the
testimony) was opened in heaven,



Revelation 15:6 469 Revelation 16:12

6and the seven angelswhohad the seven plagues came out
of the temple, dressed in clean bright linen, wearing wide
golden belts around their chests.

7Thenoneof the four livingcreaturesgave thesevenangels
seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God who lives
forever and ever,

8and the templewasfilledwith smoke fromGod’s gloryand
from his power. Thus no one could enter the temple until the
seven plagues from the seven angels were completed.

16
1Then I heard a loud voice from the temple declaring to the

seven angels: “Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls
containing God’s wrath.”

2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the
earth. Then ugly and painful sores appeared on the people
whohad themark of the beast andwhoworshipedhis image.

3Next, the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea and
it turned into blood, like that of a corpse, and every living
creature that was in the sea died.

4Then the thirdangel pouredouthis bowl on the rivers and
the springs of water, and they turned into blood.

5Now I heard the angel of the waters saying:
“You are just – the one who is and whowas,
the Holy One – because you have passed these judgments,
6 because they poured out the blood of your saints and

prophets,
so you have given them blood to drink. They got what they

deserved!”
7 Then I heard the altar reply, “Yes, Lord God, the All-

Powerful, your judgments are true and just!”
8Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and

it was permitted to scorch people with fire.
9 Thus people were scorched by the terrible heat, yet they

blasphemed the name of God, who has ruling authority over
these plagues, and theywould not repent and give him glory.

10Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of
the beast so that darkness covered his kingdom, and people
began to bite their tongues because of their pain.

11 They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
sufferings and because of their sores, but nevertheless they
still refused to repent of their deeds.

12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great
river Euphrates and dried up itswater to prepare theway for
the kings from the east.
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13 Then I saw three unclean spirits that looked like frogs
coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of
the beast, and out of themouth of the false prophet.

14 For they are the spirits of the demons performing signs
who go out to the kings of the earth to bring them together
for the battle that will take place on the great day of God, the
All-Powerful.
15 (Look! I will come like a thief!
Blessed is theonewho stays alert anddoesnot losehis clothes

so that he will not have to walk around naked and his
shameful condition be seen.)

16Nowthe spirits gathered thekings and their armies to the
place that is called Armageddon in Hebrew.

17 Finally the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the
air and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne,
saying: “It is done!”

18 Then there were flashes of lightning, roaring, and
crashes of thunder, and there was a tremendous earthquake
– an earthquake unequaled since humanity has been on the
earth, so tremendous was that earthquake.

19 The great city was split into three parts and the cities of
the nations collapsed. So Babylon the greatwas remembered
before God, and was given the cup filled with the winemade
of God’s furious wrath.

20Every islandfledawayandnomountains couldbe found.
21 And gigantic hailstones, weighing about a hundred

pounds each, fell from heaven on people, but they blas-
phemed God because of the plague of hail, since it was so
horrendous.

17
1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls

came and spoke to me. “Come,” he said, “I will show you the
condemnation and punishment of the great prostitute who
sits onmanywaters,

2with whom the kings of the earth committed sexual im-
morality and the earth’s inhabitants got drunkwith thewine
of her immorality.”

3 So he carried me away in the Spirit to a wilderness, and
there I saw awoman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of
blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.

4Now the woman was dressed in purple and scarlet cloth-
ing, and adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls. She
held in her hand a golden cup filled with detestable things
and unclean things from her sexual immorality.
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5Onher foreheadwaswrittenaname, amystery: “Babylon
the Great, the Mother of prostitutes and of the detestable
things of the earth.”

6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the
saints and the blood of those who testified to Jesus. I was
greatly astounded when I saw her.

7But the angel said to me, “Why are you astounded? I will
interpret for you the mystery of the woman and of the beast
with the seven heads and ten horns that carries her.

8The beast you sawwas, and is not, but is about to come up
from the abyss and then go to destruction. The inhabitants
of the earth – all those whose names have not been written
in the book of life since the foundation of the world –will be
astoundedwhen they see that the beastwas, and is not, but is
to come.

9 (This requires a mind that has wisdom.) The seven heads
are sevenmountains the woman sits on. They are also seven
kings:

10 five have fallen; one is, and the other has not yet come,
but whenever he does come, he must remain for only a brief
time.

11 The beast that was, and is not, is himself an eighth king
and yet is one of the seven, and is going to destruction.

12 The ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not
yet received a kingdom, but will receive ruling authority as
kings with the beast for one hour.

13These kings have a single intent, and they will give their
power and authority to the beast.

14 They will make war with the Lamb, but the Lamb will
conquer them, because he is Lord of lords and King of kings,
and those accompanying the Lamb are the called, chosen,
and faithful.”

15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw (where
the prostitute is seated) are peoples, multitudes, nations, and
languages.

16The tenhorns that you saw, and thebeast – thesewill hate
the prostitute and make her desolate and naked. They will
consume her flesh and burn her up with fire.

17For God has put into theirminds to carry out his purpose
by making a decision to give their royal power to the beast
until the words of God are fulfilled.

18As for the woman you saw, she is the great city that has
sovereignty over the kings of the earth.”

18
1 After these things I saw another angel, who possessed

great authority, coming down out of heaven, and the earth
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was lit up by his radiance.
2He shouted with a powerful voice:

“Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great!
She has become a lair for demons,
a haunt for every unclean spirit,
a haunt for every unclean bird,
a haunt for every unclean and detested beast.
3For all the nations have fallen from
the wine of her immoral passion,
and the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality

with her,
and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich from the

power of her sensual behavior.”
4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come

out of her, my people, so youwill not take part in her sins and
so you will not receive her plagues,

5because her sins have piled up all the way to heaven and
God has remembered her crimes.

6Repay her the same way she repaid others; pay her back
double corresponding toherdeeds. In thecupshemixed,mix
double the amount for her.

7 As much as she exalted herself and lived in sensual
luxury, to this extent give her torment and grief because she
said to herself, ‘I rule as queen and amnowidow; Iwill never
experience grief!’

8For this reason, shewill experienceher plagues in a single
day: disease, mourning, and famine, and she will be burned
down with fire, because the Lord God who judges her is
powerful!”

9Then the kings of the earth who committed immoral acts
with her and lived in sensual luxury with her will weep and
wail for herwhen they see the smoke from thefire that burns
her up.

10They will stand a long way off because they are afraid of
her torment, and will say,
“Woe, woe, O great city,
Babylon the powerful city!
For in a single hour your doom has come!”

11Then themerchants of theearthwillweepandmourn for
her because no one buys their cargo any longer –

12 cargo such as gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine
linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all sorts of things made
of citron wood, all sorts of objects made of ivory, all sorts of
things made of expensive wood, bronze, iron andmarble,
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13 cinnamon, spice, incense, perfumed ointment, frankin-
cense,wine, olive oil and costlyflour,wheat, cattle and sheep,
horses and four-wheeled carriages, slaves and human lives.
14 (The ripe fruit you greatly desired
has gone from you,
and all your luxury and splendor
have gone from you –
they will never ever be found again!)

15Themerchants who sold these things, who got rich from
her, will stand a long way off because they are afraid of her
torment. They will weep andmourn,

16 saying,
“Woe, woe, O great city –
dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet clothing,
and adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls –
17 because in a single hour such great wealth has been de-

stroyed!”
And every ship’s captain, and all who sail along the coast –

seamen, and all who make their living from the sea, stood a
long way off

18 and began to shout when they saw the smoke from the
fire that burned her up, “Who is like the great city?”

19 And they threw dust on their heads and were shouting
with weeping andmourning,
“Woe,Woe, O great city –
in which all those who had ships on the sea got rich from her

wealth –
because in a single hour she has been destroyed!”
20 (Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you saints and apostles and prophets,
for God has pronounced judgment against her on your be-

half!)
21 Then one powerful angel picked up a stone like a huge

millstone, threw it into the sea, and said,
“With this kind of sudden violent force
Babylon the great city will be thrown down
and it will never be found again!
22And the sound of the harpists, musicians,
flute players, and trumpeters
will never be heard in you again.
No craftsmanwho practices any trade
will ever be found in you again;
the noise of a mill will never be heard in you again.
23Even the light from a lamp
will never shine in you again!
The voices of the bridegroom and his bride
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will never be heard in you again.
For yourmerchants were the tycoons of the world,
because all the nations were deceived by yourmagic spells!
24The blood of the saints and prophets was found in her,
along with the blood of all those who had been killed on the

earth.”
19

1After these things Iheardwhat sounded like the loudvoice
of a vast throng in heaven, saying,
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our

God,
2because his judgments are true and just.
For he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality,
and has avenged the blood of his servants poured out by her

own hands!”
3Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” The

smoke rises from her forever and ever.
4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures

threw themselves to the ground and worshiped God, who
was seated on the throne, saying: “Amen! Hallelujah!”

5Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
“Praise our God
all you his servants,
and all you who fear Him,
both the small and the great!”

TheWedding Celebration of the Lamb
6Then I heardwhat sounded like the voice of a vast throng,

like the roar ofmanywaters and like loud crashes of thunder.
They were shouting:
“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God, the All-Powerful, reigns!
7Let us rejoice and exult
and give him glory,
because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.
8Shewas permitted to be dressed in bright, clean, fine linen”

(for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints).
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: Blessed

are those who are invited to the banquet at the wedding
celebration of the Lamb!” He also said to me, “These are the
true words of God.”

10 So I threw myself down at his feet to worship him, but
he said, “Do not do this! I am only a fellow servant with you
and your brothers who hold to the testimony about Jesus.
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Worship God, for the testimony about Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.”

The Son of God Goes toWar
11Then I sawheaven opened and here came awhite horse!

The one riding it was called “Faithful” and “True,” and with
justice he judges and goes to war.

12His eyes are like afieryflameand there aremanydiadem
crownsonhishead. Hehasanamewritten thatnooneknows
except himself.

13He is dressed in clothing dipped in blood, and he is called
theWord of God.

14 The armies that are in heaven, dressed in white, clean,
fine linen, were following him onwhite horses.

15Fromhismouth extends a sharp sword, so thatwith it he
canstrike thenations. Hewillrulethemwithanironrod,
and he stomps thewinepress of the furiouswrath of God, the
All-Powerful.

16He has a name written on his clothing and on his thigh:
“King of kings and Lord of lords.”

17Then I sawone angel standing in the sun, and he shouted
in a loud voice to all the birds flying high in the sky:
“Come, gather around for the great banquet of God,
18 to eat your fill of the flesh of kings,
the flesh of generals,
the flesh of powerful people,
the flesh of horses and those who ride them,
and the flesh of all people, both free and slave,
and small and great!”

19Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their
armies assembled to do battle with the one who rode the
horse and with his army.

20Now the beast was seized, and along with him the false
prophetwhohad performed the signs onhis behalf – signs by
which he deceived those who had received the mark of the
beast and thosewhoworshipedhis image. Both of themwere
thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with sulfur.

21 The others were killed by the sword that extended from
the mouth of the one who rode the horse, and all the birds
gorged themselves with their flesh.

20
1 Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, holding in

his hand the key to the abyss and a huge chain.
2 He seized the dragon – the ancient serpent, who is the

devil and Satan – and tied him up for a thousand years.
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3 The angel then threw him into the abyss and locked and
sealed it so that he could not deceive the nations until the one
thousand years were finished. (After these things hemust be
released for a brief period of time.)

4 Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those who
had been given authority to judge. I also saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony
about Jesus and because of the word of God. These had not
worshiped the beast or his image and had refused to receive
his mark on their forehead or hand. They came to life and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

5 (Therest of thedeaddidnot come to lifeuntil the thousand
years were finished.) This is the first resurrection.

6 Blessed and holy is the one who takes part in the first
resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign
with him for a thousand years.

Satan’s Final Defeat
7Nowwhen the thousand years are finished, Satan will be

released from his prison
8 and will go out to deceive the nations at the four corners

of the earth, Gog and Magog, to bring them together for the
battle. They are as numerous as the grains of sand in the sea.

9Theywentupon thebroadplainof theearthandencircled
the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came
down from heaven and devoured them completely.

10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet
are too, and they will be tormented there day and night
forever and ever.

The GreatWhite Throne
11 Then I saw a large white throne and the one who was

seated on it; the earth and the heaven fled fromhis presence,
and no place was found for them.

12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing
before the throne. Then books were opened, and another
book was opened – the book of life. So the dead were judged
by what was written in the books, according to their deeds.

13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and Death and
Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each onewas
judged according to his deeds.

14Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death – the lake of fire.

15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of
life, that person was thrown into the lake of fire.
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21
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first

heaven and earth had ceased to exist, and the sea existed no
more.

2And I saw the holy city – the new Jerusalem – descending
out of heaven fromGod,made ready like a bride adorned for
her husband.

3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Look!
The residence of God is among human beings. He will live
among them, and theywill behispeople, andGodhimselfwill
be with them.

4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
will not exist any more – or mourning, or crying, or pain, for
the former things have ceased to exist.”

5 And the one seated on the throne said: “Look! I am
making all things new!” Then he said to me, “Write it down,
because these words are reliable and true.”

6 He also said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the onewho is thirsty I
will give water free of charge from the spring of the water of
life.

7The onewho conquers will inherit these things, and I will
be his God and he will be my son.

8But to the cowards, unbelievers, detestable persons, mur-
derers, the sexually immoral, and those who practice magic
spells, idol worshipers, and all those who lie, their place will
be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. That is the
second death.”

The New JerusalemDescends
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls

full of the seven final plagues came and spoke to me, saying,
“Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb!”

10Sohe tookmeaway in theSpirit toahuge,majesticmoun-
tain and showedme the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out
of heaven from God.

11The city possesses the glory of God; its brilliance is like a
precious jewel, like a stone of crystal-clear jasper.

12 It has amassive, highwall with twelve gates, with twelve
angels at the gates, and the names of the twelve tribes of the
nation of Israel are written on the gates.

13There are three gates on the east side, three gates on the
north side, three gates on the south side and three gates on
the west side.

14Thewall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them
are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
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15 The angel who spoke to me had a golden measuring rod
withwhich tomeasure the city and its foundation stones and
wall.

16Now the city is laid out as a square, its length and width
the same. He measured the city with the measuring rod at
fourteen hundred miles (its length and width and height are
equal).

17He alsomeasured its wall, one hundred forty-four cubits
according to humanmeasurement, which is also the angel’s.

18The city’s wall is made of jasper and the city is pure gold,
like transparent glass.

19 The foundations of the city’s wall are decorated with
every kind of precious stone. The first foundation is jasper,
the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald,

20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite,
the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

21And the twelve gates are twelve pearls – each one of the
gates is made from just one pearl! Themain street of the city
is pure gold, like transparent glass.

22Now I saw no temple in the city, because the Lord God –
the All-Powerful – and the Lamb are its temple.

23The city does not need the sun or themoon to shine on it,
because the glory of God lights it up, and its lamp is the Lamb.

24 The nations will walk by its light and the kings of the
earth will bring their grandeur into it.

25 Its gates will never be closed during the day (and there
will be no night there).

26 They will bring the grandeur and the wealth of the
nations into it,

27 but nothing ritually unclean will ever enter into it, nor
anyone who does what is detestable or practices falsehood,
but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book
of life.

22
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life –

water as clear as crystal – pouring out from the throne of God
and of the Lamb,

2flowingdown themiddle of the city’smain street. On each
side of the river is the tree of life producing twelve kinds of
fruit, yielding its fruit every month of the year. Its leaves are
for the healing of the nations.

3 And there will no longer be any curse, and the throne
of God and the Lamb will be in the city. His servants will
worship him,
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4 and they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads.

5Nightwill be nomore, and theywill not need the light of a
lamp or the light of the sun, because the Lord God will shine
on them, and they will reign forever and ever.

A Final Reminder
6 Then the angel said to me, “These words are reliable and

true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent
his angel to show his servants what must happen soon.”
7 (Look! I am coming soon!
Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy

expressed in this book.)
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things, and

when I heard and saw them, I threwmyself down toworship
at the feet of the angel whowas showing them tome.

9 But he said to me, “Do not do this! I am a fellow servant
withyouandwithyourbrothers theprophets, andwith those
who obey the words of this book. Worship God!”

10 Then he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the
prophecy contained in this book, because the time is near.

11 The evildoer must continue to do evil, and the one who
is morally filthy must continue to be filthy. The one who is
righteous must continue to act righteously, and the one who
is holy must continue to be holy.”
12 (Look! I am coming soon,
andmy reward is withme to pay each one according to what

he has done!
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last,
the beginning and the end!)

14Blessed are those whowash their robes so they can have
access to the treeof lifeandcanenter into thecityby thegates.

15Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually
immoral, and themurderers, and the idolaters and everyone
who loves and practices falsehood!

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these
things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright morning star!”

17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one
who hears say: “Come!” And let the one who is thirsty come;
let the one whowants it take the water of life free of charge.

18 I testify to the one who hears the words of the prophecy
contained in this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add
to him the plagues described in this book.
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19And if anyone takes away from the words of this book of
prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and
in the holy city that are described in this book.

20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am
coming soon!” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.
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