


ii

NET Bible
NET Bible®,New English Translation (NET)

copyright © 1996-2016 Biblical Studies Press, L. L. C.
Please see https://netbible.com/copyright/ for full NET Bible copyright and permissions information. You
can also read the NET Bible at http://NETBible.org.
Language: English
Dialect (if applicable): American
Language in English: English
Translation by:

Please see https://netbible.com/copyright/ for full NET Bible copyright and permissions information. You
can also read the NET Bible at http://NETBible.org.
The NET Bible (New English Translation) is a completely new translation of the Bible with 58,506
translators’ notes! It was completed bymore than 25 scholars – experts in the original biblical languages –
whoworked directly from the best currently available Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts. Turn the pages
and see the breadth of the translators’ notes, documenting their decisions and choices as they worked.
The translators’ notes make the original languages far more accessible, allowing you to look over the
translator’s shoulder at the very process of translation. This level of documentation is a first for a Bible
translation, making transparent the textual basis and the rationale for key renderings (including major
interpretive options and alternative translations).
This unparalleled level of detail helps connect people to the Bible in the original languages in away never
before possible without years of study of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. It unlocks the riches of the Bible’s
truth from entirely new perspectives.
A donation is appreciated. Donate at Bible.org/donations_form sowe can continue to provide ourmaterial
for free for our 16,000+ articles on Bible.org and our world class Bible Study tool at lumina.bible.org.
2021-05-19

PDF generated using Haiola and XeLaTeX on 22 Apr 2023 from source files dated 5 Sep 2022
6910647c-3b09-5fc2-8919-336c085b8702

http://netbible.com
https://netbible.com/copyright/
http://netbible.org
http://netbible.org
http://www.ethnologue.org/language/eng
https://netbible.com/copyright/
http://netbible.org
http://netbible.org
http://netbible.org
http://netbible.org
http://netbible.org
https://bible.org/donations_form
https://bible.org/
https://lumina.bible.org/
https://lumina.bible.org/


Contents

Matthew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Luke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
Acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
Romans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189
1 Corinthians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206
2 Corinthians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222
Galatians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233
Ephesians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239
Philippians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245
Colossians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250
1 Thessalonians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254
2 Thessalonians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258
1 Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260
2 Timothy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265
Titus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269
Philemon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271
Hebrews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 272
James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285
1 Peter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290
2 Peter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295
1 John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 298
2 John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303
3 John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 304
Jude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305
Revelation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307
Psalms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329

iii



Matthew 1:1 1 Matthew 1:25

Matthew
The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1 This is the record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David,
the son of Abraham.

2Abrahamwas the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the
father of Judah and his brothers, 3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah
(by Tamar), Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 4Ram
the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon
the father of Salmon, 5 Salmon the father of Boaz (by Rahab), Boaz the
father of Obed (by Ruth), Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father
of David the king.
David was the father of Solomon (by thewife of Uriah ), 7Solomon the

father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father
of Asa, 8Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the
father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 Hezekiah the father of
Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah,
11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon.

12 After the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah became the father of
Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13Zerubbabel the father of
Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 Azor
the father of Zadok, Zadok the father ofAchim,Achim the father of Eliud,
15Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father ofMatthan,Matthan the
father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary,
by whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen gener-
ations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen genera-
tions, and from the deportation to Babylon to Christ, fourteen genera-
tions.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While his mother

Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph, her
husband to be, was a righteous man, and because he did not want to
disgrace her, he intended to divorce her privately. 20 When he had
contemplated this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
because the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will
give birth to a son and youwill name him Jesus, because hewill save his
people from their sins.” 22This all happened so that whatwas spoken by
theLord through theprophetwouldbe fulfilled: 23“Look! Thevirginwill
conceive and bear a son, and theywill call him
Emmanuel|strong="G1694",” which means “ God with us.” 24 When

Joseph awoke from sleep he did what the angel of the Lord told him. He
tookhiswife, 25butdidnothavemarital relationswithheruntil she gave
birth to a son, whom he named Jesus.
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2
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem 2 saying, “Where is the one who

is born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” 3When King Herod heard this he was alarmed,
and all Jerusalem with him. 4After assembling all the chief priests and
experts in the law, he asked themwhere the Christ was to be born. 5 “In
Bethlehemof Judea,” they said, “for it is written thisway by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are in noway least among the rulers of Judah,
for out of youwill come a ruler whowill shepherdmy people Israel.’ ”

7ThenHerodprivately summoned thewisemenanddetermined from
them when the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, “Go and look carefully for the child. When you find him, inform
me so that I can go andworship him aswell.” 9After listening to the king
they left, and once again the star they saw when it rose led them until
it stopped above the place where the child was. 10When they saw the
star they shouted joyfully. 11 As they came into the house and saw the
childwithMary hismother, they boweddownandworshiped him. They
opened their treasure boxes and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. 12 After being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they went back by another route to their own country.

The Escape to Egypt
13 After they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a

dream and said, “Get up, take the child and hismother and flee to Egypt,
andstay thereuntil I tell you, forHerod is going to look for the child tokill
him.” 14Then he got up, took the child and his mother during the night,
andwent to Egypt. 15He stayed there until Herod died. In this waywhat
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet was fulfilled : “I called my
Son out of Egypt.”

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he
became enraged. He sent men to kill all the children in Bethlehem
and throughout the surrounding region from the age of two and under,
according to the time he had learned from the wise men. 17 Then what
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loudwailing,
Rachel weeping for her children,
and she did not want to be comforted, because theywere gone.”

The Return to Nazareth
19After Herod had died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to

Joseph in Egypt 20 saying, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go
to the landof Israel, for thosewhowere seeking the child’s life are dead.”
21Sohegotupand took the child andhismother and returned to the land
of Israel. 22Butwhenheheard thatArchelauswas reigningover Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. After being warned
in a dream, hewent to the regions of Galilee. 23He came to a town called
Nazareth and lived there. Then what had been spoken by the prophets
was fulfilled, that Jesus would be called a Nazarene.
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3
1 In those days John the Baptist came into the wilderness of Judea

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 3 For he is
the one about whom Isaiah the prophet had spoken:
“ The voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ”

4Now John wore clothing made from camel’s hair with a leather belt
aroundhiswaist, andhis diet consisted of locusts andwildhoney. 5Then
people from Jerusalem, aswell as all Judea and all the region around the
Jordan,were going out to him, 6andhewas baptizing them in the Jordan
River as they confessed their sins.

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit that proves
your repentance, 9 and don’t think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God can raise up children for
Abraham from these stones! 10Even now the ax is laid at the root of the
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water, for repentance, but the one coming after
me is more powerful than I am – I am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing
fork is in his hand, and he will clean out his threshing floor and will
gather his wheat into the storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with
inextinguishable fire.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized by him in the

Jordan River. 14 But John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 15 So Jesus replied to him,
“Let it happen now, for it is right for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
John yielded to him. 16After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming
up out of the water, the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming on him. 17And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my one dear Son; in him I take great delight.”

4
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by

the devil. 2After he fasted forty days and forty nights he was famished.
3The tempter cameand said tohim, “If youare the SonofGod, command
these stones to become bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man
does not live by bread alone, but by everyword that comes from themouth
of God*.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, had him stand on
the highest point of the temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, throw yourself down. For it is written, ‘ He will command his
angels concerning you’ and ‘with their hands they will lift you up, so that
you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Once
again it is written: ‘ You are not to put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and their grandeur. 9And he said to him,
“I will give you all these things if you throw yourself to the ground and
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worshipme.” 10Then Jesus said tohim, “Goaway, Satan! For it iswritten:
‘ You are to worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’ ” 11Then the
devil left him, and angels came and beganministering to his needs.

Preaching in Galilee
12Nowwhen Jesus heard that Johnhad been imprisoned, hewent into

Galilee. 13While in Galilee, he moved from Nazareth by the sea, in the
region of Zebulun andNaphtali, 14 so thatwhatwas spoken by Isaiah the
prophet would be fulfilled:
15 “ Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the way by the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles –
16 the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light,
andon thosewhosit in theregionandshadowofdeatha lighthasdawned.”

17From that time Jesus began to preach this message: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is near.”

The Call of the Disciples
18As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon

(called Peter) andAndrewhis brother, casting a net into the sea (for they
were fishermen). 19 He said to them, “Follow me, and I will turn you
into fishers of people.” 20They left their nets immediately and followed
him. 21 Going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son
of Zebedee and John his brother, in a boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets. Then he called them. 22 They immediately left the
boat and their father and followed him.

Jesus’HealingMinistry
23 Jesus went throughout all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,

preaching thegospel of thekingdom, andhealingall kindsofdiseaseand
sickness among the people. 24 So a report about him spread throughout
Syria. People brought to him all who sufferedwith various illnesses and
afflictions, those who had seizures, paralytics, and those possessed by
demons, and he healed them. 25 And large crowds followed him from
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan River.

5
1 When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain. After he sat

downhis disciples came tohim. 2Thenhebegan to teach themby saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to

them.
4 “Blessed are those whomourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are themeek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they

will be satisfied.
7 “Blessed are themerciful, for they will be shownmercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of

God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, for the

kingdom of heaven belongs to them.
11 “Blessed are youwhenpeople insult you andpersecute you and say all

kinds of evil things about you falsely on account of me. 12Rejoice
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and be glad because your reward is great in heaven, for they
persecuted the prophets before you in the sameway.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its flavor, how can it be

made salty again? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown
out and trampled on by people. 14 You are the light of the world. A city
located on a hill cannot be hidden. 15People do not light a lamp and put
it under a basket but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16 In the sameway, let your light shine before people, so that they can see
your good deeds and give honor to your Father in heaven.

Fulfillment of the Law and Prophets
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets.

I have not come to abolish these things but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you
the truth, until heaven and earth pass away not the smallest letter or
stroke of a letter will pass from the law until everything takes place.
19So anyonewhobreaks one of the least of these commands and teaches
others todo sowill be called least in thekingdomofheaven, butwhoever
obeys them and teaches others to do so will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness goes
beyond that of the experts in the law and the Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.

Anger andMurder
21 “You have heard that it was said to an older generation, ‘ Do not

murder,’ and ‘whoever murders will be subjected to judgment.’ 22 But
I say to you that anyone who is angry with a brother will be subjected
to judgment. And whoever insults a brother will be brought before the
council, andwhoever says ‘Fool’will be sent tofieryhell. 23So then, if you
bring your gift to the altar and there remember that your brother has
something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First
go and be reconciled to your brother and then come and present your
gift. 25Reach agreement quickly with your accuser while on the way to
court, orhemayhandyouover to the judge, and the judgehandyouover
to the warden, and youwill be thrown into prison. 26 I tell you the truth,
you will never get out of there until you have paid the last penny!

Adultery
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘ Do not commit adultery.’ 28 But

I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to desire her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away! It is better to lose one of your
members than to have yourwhole body thrown into hell. 30 If your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away! It is better to lose
one of yourmembers than to have your whole body go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It was said, ‘ Whoever divorces his wife must give her a legal docu-

ment.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except
for immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.

Oaths
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33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to an older generation, ‘
Donot|strong="G3756" break an oath, but fulfill your vows to the

Lord break an oath, but fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ 34 But I say
to you, do not take oaths at all – not by heaven, because it is the throne
of God, 35not by earth, because it is his footstool, and not by Jerusalem,
because it is the city of the great King. 36 Do not take an oath by your
head, because you are not able to make one hair white or black. 37 Let
your word be ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no.’ More than this is from the evil one.

Retaliation
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘ An eye for an eye and a tooth for a

tooth.’ 39But I say to you, do not resist the evildoer. But whoever strikes
you on the right cheek, turn the other to him as well. 40And if someone
wants to sue you and to take your tunic, give him your coat also. 41And
if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 42Give to the one
who asks you, and do not reject the one whowants to borrow from you.

Love for Enemies
43 “Youhaveheard that itwas said, ‘Love yourneighbor’ and ‘hate your

enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemy and pray for those who
persecute you, 45 so that you may be like your Father in heaven, since
he causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have? Even the tax collectors do the same, don’t
they? 47 And if you only greet your brothers, what more do you do?
Even the Gentiles do the same, don’t they? 48So then, be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

6
1 “Be careful not to display your righteousness merely to be seen by

people. Otherwise you have no reward with your Father in heaven.
2Thuswhenever you do charitable giving, do not blow a trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in synagogues andon streets so that peoplewill
praise them. I tell you the truth, they have their reward. 3But when you
do your giving, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, 4 so that your gift may be in secret. And your Father, who sees in
secret, will reward you.

Private Prayer
5 “Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, because they

love to pray while standing in synagogues and on street corners so that
people can see them. Truly I say to you, they have their reward. 6 But
whenever you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray to your
Father in secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.
7When you pray, do not babble repetitiously like the Gentiles, because
they think that by their many words they will be heard. 8Do not be like
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9 So
pray this way:
Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored,
10may your kingdom come,
may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us today our daily bread,
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12and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors.
13And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

14 “For if you forgive others their sins, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others, your Father will not
forgive you your sins.

Proper Fasting
16 “When you fast, do not look sullen like the hypocrites, for theymake

their faces unattractive so that peoplewill see them fasting. I tell you the
truth, theyhave their reward. 17Whenyou fast, put oil on yourhead and
wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to others when you are
fasting, but only to your Father who is in secret. And your Father, who
sees in secret, will reward you.

Lasting Treasure
19 “Do not accumulate for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth

and rust destroyandwhere thievesbreak inand steal. 20But accumulate
for yourselves treasures in heaven, wheremoth and rust do not destroy,
and thievesdonotbreak inand steal. 21Forwhereyour treasure is, there
your heart will be also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If then your eye is healthy, your
whole bodywill be full of light. 23But if your eye is diseased, yourwhole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or hewill be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God andmoney.

DoNotWorry
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what youwill eat

or drink, or about your body, what youwill wear. Isn’t theremore to life
than food andmore to the body than clothing? 26Look at the birds in the
sky: They do not sow, or reap, or gather into barns, yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Aren’t you more valuable than they are? 27 And
which of you by worrying can add even one hour to his life? 28 Why
do you worry about clothing? Think about how the flowers of the field
grow; they do not work or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon
in all his glory was clothed like one of these! 30 And if this is how God
clothes the wild grass, which is here today and tomorrow is tossed into
the fire to heat the oven, won’t he clothe you even more, you people of
little faith? 31 So then, don’t worry saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For the unconverted pursue
these things, andyourheavenlyFatherknows that youneed them. 33But
aboveall pursuehiskingdomandrighteousness, andall these thingswill
be given to you as well. 34 So then, do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrowwill worry about itself. Today has enough trouble of its own.

7
1“Donot judge so that youwill not be judged. 2For by the standard you

judge you will be judged, and the measure you use will be the measure
you receive. 3Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, but fail
to see the beam of wood in your own? 4 Or how can you say to your
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brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye,’while there is a beam
inyourown? 5Youhypocrite! First remove thebeamfromyourowneye,
and then you can see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s
eye. 6Do not give what is holy to dogs or throw your pearls before pigs;
otherwise they will trample them under their feet and turn around and
tear you to pieces.

Ask, Seek, Knock
7 “Ask and itwill be given to you; seek and youwill find; knock and the

door will be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the
onewho seeksfinds, and to the onewhoknocks, the doorwill be opened.
9 Is there anyone among youwho, if his son asks for bread, will give him
a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you then,
although you are evil, knowhow to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask
him! 12 In everything, treat others as you would want them to treat you,
for this fulfills the law and the prophets.

The NarrowGate
13 “Enter through the narrow gate, because the gate is wide and the

way is spacious that leads to destruction, and there aremanywho enter
through it. 14But the gate is narrow and the way is difficult that leads to
life, and there are fewwho find it.

A Tree and Its Fruit
15 “Watch out for false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing

but inwardly are voracious wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their
fruit. Grapes arenot gathered from thorns orfigs from thistles, are they?
17 In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree
bears bad fruit. 18A good tree is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree
to bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will recognize them by their
fruit.

Judgment of Pretenders
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the

kingdom of heaven – only the one who does the will of my Father in
heaven. 22 On that day, many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we
prophesy in your name, and in your name cast out demons anddomany
powerful deeds?’ 23 Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you. Go
away fromme, you lawbreakers!’

Hearing and Doing
24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them is like a

wise man who built his house on rock. 25 The rain fell, the flood came,
and the winds beat against that house, but it did not collapse because it
had been founded on rock. 26Everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not do them is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
27 The rain fell, the flood came, and the winds beat against that house,
and it collapsed; it was utterly destroyed!”

28When Jesus finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed
by his teaching, 29 because he taught them like one who had authority,
not like their experts in the law.
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8
1After he came down from themountain, large crowds followed him.

2And a leper approached, and bowed low before him, saying, “Lord, if
you arewilling, you canmakeme clean.” 3He stretchedout his handand
touched him saying, “I am willing. Be clean!” Immediately his leprosy
was cleansed. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you do not speak to
anyone, but go, show yourself to a priest, and bring the offering that
Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

Healing the Centurion’s Servant
5When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him asking for

help: 6“Lord,myservant is lyingathomeparalyzed, in terrible anguish.”
7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion
replied, “Lord, I amnotworthy tohaveyoucomeundermyroof. Instead,
just say the word and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go’ and he
goes, and to another ‘Come’ and he comes, and to my slave ‘Do this’ and
he does it.” 10When Jesus heard this he was amazed and said to those
who followed him, “I tell you the truth, I have not found such faith in
anyone in Israel! 11 I tell you, many will come from the east and west
to share the banquet with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven, 12but the sons of the kingdomwill be thrown out into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 Then
Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; just as you believed, it will be done for
you.” And the servant was healed at that hour.

Healings at Peter’s House
14 Now when Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his mother-in-law

lying down, sick with a fever. 15He touched her hand, and the fever left
her. Then she got up and began to serve them. 16When it was evening,
many demon-possessed people were brought to him. He drove out the
spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick. 17 In this way what
was spoken by Isaiah the prophet was fulfilled:
“He took ourweaknesses and carried our diseases.”

Challenging Professed Followers
18Now when Jesus saw a large crowd around him, he gave orders to

go to the other side of the lake. 19Then an expert in the law came to him
and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 20 Jesus said to
him, “Foxes have dens, and the birds in the sky have nests, but the Son
of Man has no place to lay his head.” 21Another of the disciples said to
him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22But Jesus said to him,
“Followme, and let the dead bury their own dead.”

Stilling of a Storm
23 As he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And a great

storm developed on the sea so that the waves began to swamp the boat.
But he was asleep. 25 So they came and woke him up saying, “Lord, save
us! We are about to die!” 26But he said to them, “Why are you cowardly,
youpeople of little faith?” Thenhe got upand rebuked thewinds and the
sea, and it was dead calm. 27And themenwere amazed and said, “What
sort of person is this? Even the winds and the sea obey him!”
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Healing the Gadarene Demoniacs
28 When he came to the other side, to the region of the Gadarenes,

two demon-possessedmen coming from the tombsmet him. They were
extremely violent, so that no one was able to pass by that way. 29 They
cried out, “Son of God, leave us alone! Have you come here to torment
us before the time?” 30 A large herd of pigs was feeding some distance
from them. 31Then the demons begged him, “If you drive us out, send us
into the herd of pigs.” 32And he said, “Go!” So they came out and went
into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep slope into the lake and
drowned in the water. 33The herdsmen ran off, went into the town, and
told everything that hadhappened to thedemon-possessedmen. 34Then
the entire town came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they
begged him to leave their region.

9
1After getting into a boat he crossed to the other side and came to his

own town. 2 Just then some people brought to him a paralytic lying on
a stretcher. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Have
courage, son! Your sins are forgiven.” 3Then some of the experts in the
law said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming!” 4When Jesus saw
their reaction he said, “Why do you respond with evil in your hearts?
5Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or to say, ‘Stand up and
walk’? 6But so that youmay know that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins” – thenhe said to the paralytic – “Standup, take your
stretcher, and go home.” 7And he stood up and went home. 8When the
crowd saw this, they were afraid and honored God who had given such
authority to men.

The Call of Matthew; Eatingwith Sinners
9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting

at the tax booth. “Follow me,” he said to him. And he got up and
followed him. 10As Jesus was having a meal in Matthew’s house, many
tax collectors and sinners came and ate with Jesus and his disciples.
11When the Pharisees saw this they said to his disciples, “Whydoes your
teacher eatwith tax collectors and sinners?” 12When Jesus heard this he
said, “Those who are healthy don’t need a physician, but those who are
sick do. 13Go and learn what this saying means: ‘ I want mercy and not
sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Superiority of the New
14Then John’s disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Why do we and the

Pharisees fast often, but your disciples don’t fast?” 15 Jesus said to them,
“The wedding guests cannot mourn while the bridegroom is with them,
can they? But the days are coming when the bridegroom will be taken
from them, and then they will fast. 16No one sews a patch of unshrunk
cloth on an old garment, because the patch will pull away from the
garment and the tear will be worse. 17And no one pours new wine into
old wineskins; otherwise the skins burst and the wine is spilled out and
the skins are destroyed. Instead they put new wine into new wineskins
and both are preserved.”

Restoration andHealing
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18As he was saying these things, a ruler came, bowed low before him,
and said, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on
her and shewill live.” 19 Jesus and his disciples got up and followed him.
20But a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve
years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 For she
kept saying to herself, “If only I touch his cloak, I will be healed.” 22But
when Jesus turned and saw her he said, “Have courage, daughter! Your
faith has made you well.” And the woman was healed from that hour.
23When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and
the disorderly crowd, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but
asleep.” And they beganmaking fun of him. 25But when the crowd had
been put outside, he went in and gently took her by the hand, and the
girl got up. 26And the news of this spread throughout that region.

Healing the Blind andMute
27As Jesuswent on from there, two blindmen followed him, shouting,

“Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 28When he went into the house, the
blind men came to him. Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am
able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then he touched their
eyes saying, “Let it be done for you according to your faith.” 30And their
eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one
knows about this.” 31But they went out and spread the news about him
throughout that entire region.

32As theywere going away, amanwho could not talk andwas demon-
possessed was brought to him. 33After the demonwas cast out, theman
who had been mute spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, “Never
has anything like this been seen in Israel!” 34But the Pharisees said, “By
the ruler of demons he casts out demons.”

Workers for the Harvest
35 Then Jesus went throughout all the towns and villages, teaching in

their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing
every kind of disease and sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them because they were bewildered and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest
is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”

10
1 Jesus called his twelve disciples and gave them authority over un-

clean spirits so they could cast them out and heal every kind of disease
and sickness. 2Now these are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon (called Peter), and Andrew his brother; James son of

Zebedee and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

5 Jesus sent out these twelve, instructing themas follows: “Donot go to
Gentile regions and do not enter any Samaritan town. 6Go instead to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, preach this message: ‘The
kingdomofheaven isnear!’ 8Heal the sick, raise thedead, cleanse lepers,
cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give. 9 Do not take gold,
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silver, or copper in your belts, 10nobag for the journey, or an extra tunic,
or sandals or staff, for the worker deserves his provisions. 11Whenever
you enter a town or village, find out who is worthy there and stay with
them until you leave. 12As you enter the house, give it greetings. 13And
if the house isworthy, let your peace come on it, but if it is notworthy, let
your peace return to you. 14And if anyonewill notwelcomeyouor listen
to your message, shake the dust off your feet as you leave that house or
that town. 15 I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for the region
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town!

Persecution of Disciples
16“I amsendingyouout like sheep surroundedbywolves, sobewiseas

serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of people, because they will
hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues. 18And you
will be brought before governors and kings because of me, as a witness
to them and the Gentiles. 19Whenever they hand you over for trial, do
not worry about how to speak or what to say, for what you should say
will be given to you at that time. 20 For it is not you speaking, but the
Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

21 “Brother will hand over brother to death, and a father his child.
Childrenwill rise against parents andhave themput todeath. 22Andyou
will behatedby everyonebecause ofmyname. But the onewhoendures
to the end will be saved. 23Whenever they persecute you in one place,
flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through all
the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24“Adisciple isnot greater thanhis teacher, nora slavegreater thanhis
master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to become like his teacher, and the
slave likehismaster. If theyhavecalled theheadof thehouse ‘Beelzebul,’
howmuchmore will they defame themembers of his household!

Fear God, NotMan
26 “Do not be afraid of them, for nothing is hidden that will not be

revealed, and nothing is secret that will not be made known. 27What
I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what is whispered in your
ear, proclaim fromthehousetops. 28Donotbeafraidof thosewhokill the
body but cannot kill the soul. Instead, fear the onewho is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell. 29Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them falls to the ground apart fromyour Father’swill. 30Even
all the hairs on your head are numbered. 31 So do not be afraid; you are
more valuable thanmany sparrows.

32 “Whoever, then, acknowledges me before people, I will acknowl-
edge before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before
people, I will deny him also before my Father in heaven.

Not Peace, but a Sword
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have

not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man
against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law, 36 and aman’s enemies will be the members of
his household.

37 “Whoever loves father ormothermore thanme is notworthy ofme,
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
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38And whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy
of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life
because of mewill find it.

Rewards
40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me

receives the one who sent me. 41 Whoever receives a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward. Whoever receives
a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive a
righteous person’s reward. 42 And whoever gives only a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple, I tell you the
truth, he will never lose his reward.”

11
1When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on

from there to teach and preach in their towns.
Jesus and John the Baptist

2Nowwhen John heard in prison about the deeds Christ had done, he
sent his disciples to ask a question: 3 “Are you the onewho is to come, or
should we look for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go tell John what
you hear and see: 5The blind see, the lamewalk, lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news proclaimed
to them. 6Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7While theywere going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowdabout
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind? 8What did you go out to see? Aman dressed in fancy clothes?
Look, thosewhowear fancy clothes are in thehomesof kings! 9Whatdid
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
10This is the one about whom it is written:
‘ Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,
whowill prepare yourway before you.’

11 “I tell you the truth, among those born of women, no one has arisen
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he is. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until
now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and forceful people
lay hold of it. 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John
appeared. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, who is to
come. 15The one who has ears had better listen!

16 “To what should I compare this generation? They are like children
sitting in themarketplaces who call out to one another,
17 ‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance;
we wailed inmourning, yet you did not weep.’

18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon!’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
‘Look at him, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ But wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
Woes on Unrepentant Cities

20Then Jesus began to criticize openly the cities in which he had done
many of his miracles, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles done in you had been
done in Tyre theywould have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
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22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day
of judgment than for you! 23And you, Capernaum,will you be exalted to
heaven? No, youwill be throwndown toHades! For if themiracles done
amongyouhadbeendone in Sodom, itwouldhave continued to this day.
24But I tell you, it will be more bearable for the region of Sodom on the
day of judgment than for you!”

Jesus’ Invitation
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven

and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
intelligent, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this
was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by
my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone towhom the Son decides to reveal
him. 28Come tome, all youwho areweary and burdened, and Iwill give
you rest. 29Takemy yoke on you and learn fromme, because I am gentle
andhumble in heart, and youwill find rest for your souls. 30Formyyoke
is easy to bear, andmy load is not hard to carry.”

12
1 At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on a Sabbath. His

disciples were hungry, and they began to pick heads of wheat and
eat them. 2 But when the Pharisees saw this they said to him, “Look,
your disciples are doing what is against the law to do on the Sabbath.”
3He said to them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry – 4 how he entered the house of God and
they ate the sacred bread, which was against the law for him or his
companions to eat, but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not read in
the law that the priests in the temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are
not guilty? 6 I tell you that something greater than the temple is here. 7 If
you had known what this means: ‘ I want mercy and not sacrifice,’ you
would not have condemned the innocent. 8For the Son of Man is lord of
the Sabbath.”

9Then Jesus left that place and entered their synagogue. 10Amanwas
there who had a withered hand. And they asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath?” so that they could accuse him. 11He said to them,
“Would not any one of you, if he had one sheep that fell into a pit on the
Sabbath, take hold of it and lift it out? 12How much more valuable is a
person than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 13Then
he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out and it
was restored, as healthy as the other. 14But the Pharisees went out and
plotted against him, as to how they could assassinate him.

God’s Special Servant
15 Now when Jesus learned of this, he went away from there. Great

crowds followed him, and he healed them all. 16But he sternly warned
themnot tomakehimknown. 17This fulfilledwhatwas spokenby Isaiah
the prophet:
18 “Here ismy servant whom I have chosen,
the one I love, in whom I take great delight.
I will putmy Spirit on him, and hewill proclaim justice to the nations.
19 Hewill not quarrel or cry out,
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norwill anyone hear his voice in the streets.
20 Hewill not break a bruised reed or extinguish a smolderingwick,
until he brings justice to victory.
21 And in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Jesus and Beelzebul
22 Then they brought to him a demon-possessed man who was blind

and mute. Jesus healed him so that he could speak and see. 23 All the
crowds were amazed and said, “Could this one be the Son of David?”
24 But when the Pharisees heard this they said, “He does not cast out
demons except by the power of Beelzebul, the ruler of demons!” 25Now
when Jesus realized what they were thinking, he said to them, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is destroyed, and no town or house
divided against itself will stand. 26 So if Satan casts out Satan, he is
divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 And if
I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out?
For this reason they will be your judges. 28 But if I cast out demons
by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has already overtaken
you. 29How else can someone enter a strong man’s house and steal his
property, unless he first ties up the strongman? Then he can thoroughly
plunder thehouse. 30Whoever isnotwithme isagainstme, andwhoever
does not gatherwithme scatters. 31For this reason I tell you, peoplewill
be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy, but the blasphemy against the
Spirit will not be forgiven. 32Whoever speaks a word against the Son of
Man will be forgiven. But whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will
not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Trees and Their Fruit
33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and

its fruit will be bad, for a tree is knownby its fruit. 34Offspring of vipers!
Howareyouable to say anything good, since youare evil? For themouth
speaks from what fills the heart. 35 The good person brings good things
out of his good treasury, and the evil person brings evil things out of his
evil treasury. 36 I tell you that on the day of judgment, peoplewill give an
account for every worthless word they speak. 37 For by your words you
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

The Sign of Jonah
38 Then some of the experts in the law along with some Pharisees

answered him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 39 But he
answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but
no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For
just as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish for three days and three
nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth for three
days and three nights. 41 The people of Nineveh will stand up at the
judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented
when Jonah preached to them – and now, something greater than Jonah
is here! 42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with
this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the
earth to hear thewisdomof Solomon – and now, something greater than
Solomon is here!

The Return of the Unclean Spirit
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43 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes through
waterless places looking for rest but does not find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I
will return to the home I left.’ When it returns, it finds the house empty,
swept clean, and put in order. 45 Then it goes and brings with it seven
other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there, so the
last state of that person is worse than the first. It will be that way for this
evil generation as well!”

Jesus’ True Family
46While Jesus was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and broth-

ers came and stood outside, asking to speak to him. 47Someone told him,
“Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside wanting to
speak to you.” 48To the one who had said this, Jesus replied, “Who is my
mother andwho aremy brothers?” 49And pointing toward his disciples
he said, “Here aremymother andmy brothers! 50For whoever does the
will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister andmother.”

13
1On that day after Jesuswent out of the house, he sat by the lake. 2And

such a large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat to sit
while the whole crowd stood on the shore. 3He told them many things
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sowerwent out to sow. 4And as he sowed,
some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground where they did not have much soil.
They sprangupquicklybecause the soilwasnotdeep. 6Butwhen the sun
came up, they were scorched, and because they did not have sufficient
root, they withered. 7Other seeds fell among the thorns, and they grew
up and choked them. 8 But other seeds fell on good soil and produced
grain, some a hundred times asmuch, some sixty, and some thirty. 9The
one who has ears had better listen!”

10Then the disciples came to himand said, “Whydo you speak to them
in parables?” 11 He replied, “You have been given the opportunity to
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but they have not. 12 For
whoever has will be given more, and will have an abundance. But
whoever does not have, evenwhat he has will be taken from him. 13For
this reason I speak to them in parables: Although they see they do not
see, and although they hear they do not hear nor do they understand.
14And concerning them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:
‘ Youwill listen carefully yet will never understand,
youwill look closely yet will never comprehend.
15 For the heart of this people has become dull;
they are hard of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understandwith their hearts
and turn, and I would heal them.’

16 “But your eyes are blessed because they see, and your ears because
they hear. 17For I tell you the truth,manyprophets and righteous people
longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear
but did not hear it.
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18 “So listen to the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the
word about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches what was sown in his heart; this is the seed sown along
the path. 20 The seed sown on rocky ground is the person who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy. 21 But he has no root
in himself and does not endure; when trouble or persecution comes
because of theword, immediately he falls away. 22The seed sownamong
thorns is the person who hears the word, but worldly cares and the
seductiveness ofwealth choke theword, so it produces nothing. 23But as
for the seed sownongood soil, this is the personwhohears theword and
understands. He bears fruit, yielding a hundred, sixty, or thirty times
what was sown.”

The Parable of theWeeds
24He presented them with another parable: “The kingdom of heaven

is like a person who sowed good seed in his field. 25But while everyone
was sleeping, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and
went away. 26When the plants sprouted and bore grain, then the weeds
also appeared. 27 So the slaves of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir,
didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Thenwhere did the weeds come
from?’ 28He said, ‘Anenemyhas done this.’ So the slaves replied, ‘Doyou
want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, since in gathering the
weeds you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together
until the harvest. At harvest time I will tell the reapers, “First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned, but then gather the wheat
into my barn.” ’ ”

The Parable of theMustard Seed
31 He gave them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a

mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest garden plant and
becomes a tree, so that the wild birds come and nest in its branches.”

The Parable of the Yeast
33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast

that a woman took and mixed with three measures of flour until all the
dough had risen.”

The Purpose of Parables
34 Jesus spoke all these things in parables to the crowds; he did not

speak to them without a parable. 35 This fulfilled what was spoken by
the prophet:
“ I will openmymouth in parables,
I will announcewhat has been hidden from the foundation of the world.”

Explanation for the Disciples
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples

came to him saying, “Explain to us the parable of theweeds in the field.”
37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.
38Thefield is theworld and the good seed are the people of the kingdom.
The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows
them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. 40As the weeds are collected and burned with fire, so it will be
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at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will gather from his kingdom everything that causes sin as well as all
lawbreakers. 42They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. The one who has ears had
better listen!

Parables on the Kingdom of Heaven
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, hidden in a field, that a

person found and hid. Then because of joy he went and sold all that he
had and bought that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like amerchant searching for fine
pearls. 46When he found a pearl of great value, he went out and sold
everything he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the kingdomof heaven is like a net that was cast into the sea
that caught all kinds of fish. 48When it was full, they pulled it ashore, sat
down, andput the goodfish into containers and threw thebadaway. 49 It
will be this way at the end of the age. Angels will come and separate the
evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have youunderstood all these things?” They replied, “Yes.” 52Then
he said to them, “Therefore every expert in the lawwhohasbeen trained
for the kingdomof heaven is like the owner of a housewho brings out of
his treasure what is new and old.”

Rejection at Nazareth
53Now when Jesus finished these parables, he moved on from there.

54Then he came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their
synagogue. They were astonished and said, “Where did this man get
such wisdom and miraculous powers? 55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son?
Isn’t his mother named Mary? And aren’t his brothers James, Joseph,
Simon, and Judas? 56And aren’t all his sisters here with us? Where did
he get all this?” 57 And so they took offense at him. But Jesus said to
them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in
his own house.” 58 And he did not do many miracles there because of
their unbelief.

14
1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard reports about Jesus, 2 and he

said tohis servants, “This is John theBaptist. Hehasbeen raised fromthe
dead! And because of this, miraculous powers are at work in him.” 3For
Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account
ofHerodias, his brother Philip’swife, 4because Johnhad repeatedly told
him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5Although Herod wanted to
kill John, he feared the crowd because they accepted John as a prophet.
6But onHerod’s birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced before them
and pleased Herod, 7 so much that he promised with an oath to give her
whatever she asked. 8 Instructed by her mother, she said, “Give me the
head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” 9 Although it grieved the
king, because of his oath and the dinner guests he commanded it to be
given. 10 So he sent and had John beheaded in the prison. 11His head
was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her
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mother. 12 Then John’s disciples came and took the body and buried it
and went and told Jesus.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
13 Now when Jesus heard this he went away from there privately in

a boat to an isolated place. But when the crowd heard about it, they
followed him on foot from the towns. 14As he got out he saw the large
crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15When
evening arrived, his disciples came to him saying, “This is an isolated
place and the hour is already late. Send the crowds away so that they
can go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16But he replied,
“They don’t need to go. You give them something to eat.” 17They said to
him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.” 18 “Bring them here
to me,” he replied. 19 Then he instructed the crowds to sit down on the
grass. He took the five loaves and two fish, and looking up to heaven he
gave thanks and broke the loaves. He gave them to the disciples, who in
turn gave them to the crowds. 20They all ate andwere satisfied, and they
pickedup the brokenpieces left over, twelve baskets full. 21Not counting
women and children, there were about five thousandmenwho ate.

Walking onWater
22 Immediately Jesusmade the disciples get into the boat and go ahead

of him to the other side, while he dispersed the crowds. 23 And after
he sent the crowds away, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, hewas there alone. 24Meanwhile the boat, already
far from land, was taking a beating from the waves because the wind
was against it. 25As the night was ending, Jesus came to them walking
on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water they
were terrified and said, “It’s a ghost!” and cried out with fear. 27 But
immediately Jesus spoke to them: “Have courage! It is I. Do not be
afraid.” 28 Peter said to him, “Lord, if it is you, order me to come to you
on the water.” 29 So he said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat, walked on
the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind
he became afraid. And starting to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they went up into
the boat, thewind ceased. 33Then thosewhowere in the boatworshiped
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

34 After they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.
35 When the people there recognized him, they sent word into all the
surrounding area, and they brought all their sick to him. 36They begged
him if they could only touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it
were healed.

15
1Then Pharisees and experts in the law came from Jerusalem to Jesus

and said, 2 “Why do your disciples disobey the tradition of the elders?
For they don’t wash their hands when they eat.” 3He answered them,
“And why do you disobey the commandment of God because of your
tradition? 4For God said, ‘Honor your father andmother’ and ‘Whoever
insults his father or mother must be put to death.’ 5 But you say, ‘If
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someone tells his father or mother, “Whatever help you would have
received from me is given to God,” 6 he does not need to honor his
father.’ You have nullified the word of God on account of your tradition.
7Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you when he said,
8 ‘ This people honorsmewith their lips,
but their heart
is|strong="G0568" far fromme,
9 and theyworshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

True Defilement
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand.

11What defiles a person is notwhat goes into themouth; it iswhat comes
out of themouth that defiles a person.” 12Then the disciples came to him
and said, “Do you know that when the Pharisees heard this saying they
wereoffended?” 13Andhe replied, “Everyplant thatmyheavenlyFather
did not plant will be uprooted. 14Leave them! They are blind guides. If
someone who is blind leads another who is blind, both will fall into a
pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Jesus said,
“Even after all this, are you still so foolish? 17Don’t you understand that
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and then passes out
into the sewer? 18But the things that come out of the mouth come from
the heart, and these things defile a person. 19 For out of the heart come
evil ideas, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony,
slander. 20These are the things that defile a person; it is not eating with
unwashed hands that defiles a person.”

A CanaaniteWoman’s Faith
21 After going out from there, Jesus went to the region of Tyre 22 A

Canaanite woman from that area came and cried out, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is horribly demon-possessed!”
23But he did not answer her aword. Then his disciples came and begged
him, “Send her away, because she keeps on crying out after us.” 24 So he
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But
she came and bowed down before him and said, “Lord, help me!” 26 “It
is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs,” he said.
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, your
faith is great! Let what you want be done for you.” And her daughter
was healed from that hour.

HealingMany Others
29Whenhe left there, Jesuswentalong theSeaofGalilee. Thenhewent

up a mountain, where he sat down. 30 Then large crowds came to him
bringing with them the lame, blind, crippled, mute, and many others.
They laid them at his feet, and he healed them. 31As a result, the crowd
was amazedwhen they saw themute speaking, the crippled healthy, the
lamewalking, and the blind seeing, and they praised the God of Israel.

The Feeding of the Four Thousand
32 Then Jesus called the disciples and said, “I have compassion on the

crowd, because they have already been here with me three days and
they have nothing to eat. I don’t want to send them away hungry since
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they may faint on the way.” 33 The disciples said to him, “Where can
we get enough bread in this desolate place to satisfy so great a crowd?”
34 Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” They replied,
“Seven – and a few small fish.” 35After instructing the crowd to sit down
on the ground, 36he took the seven loaves and the fish, and after giving
thanks, he broke them and began giving them to the disciples, who then
gave them to the crowds. 37 They all ate and were satisfied, and they
picked up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 38Not counting
children and women, there were four thousand men who ate. 39 After
sending away the crowd, he got into the boat and went to the region of
Magadan.

16
1 Now when the Pharisees and Sadducees came to test Jesus, they

asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 2He said, “When evening
comes you say, ‘It will be fair weather, because the sky is red,’ 3 and
in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, because the sky is red and
darkening.’ You know how to judge correctly the appearance of the sky,
but youcannot evaluate the signsof the times. 4Awickedandadulterous
generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign
of Jonah.” Then he left them andwent away.

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees
5When the disciples went to the other side, they forgot to take bread.

6 “Watch out,” Jesus said to them, “beware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.” 7 So they began to discuss this among themselves,
saying, “It is becausewebrought nobread.” 8When Jesus learnedof this,
he said, “You who have such little faith! Why are you arguing among
yourselves about having no bread? 9Do you still not understand? Don’t
you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many
baskets you took up? 10Or the seven loaves for the four thousand and
how many baskets you took up? 11How could you not understand that
I was not speaking to you about bread? But beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and Sadducees!” 12Then they understood that he had not told
them to be on guard against the yeast in bread, but against the teaching
of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Peter’s Confession
13 When Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his

disciples, “Whodo people say that the Son ofMan is?” 14They answered,
“Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “You are blessed, Simon son of Jonah,
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father in
heaven! 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19 I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth
will have been bound in heaven, andwhatever you release on earthwill
have been released in heaven.” 20Then he instructed his disciples not to
tell anyone that he was the Christ.
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First Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
21 From that time on Jesus began to show his disciples that he must

go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief
priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. 22So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him: “God forbid,
Lord! This must not happen to you!” 23But he turned and said to Peter,
“Get behindme, Satan! Youare a stumbling block tome, because youare
not setting your mind on God’s interests, but on man’s.” 24 Then Jesus
said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he must
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whoever wants
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it. 26 For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole world
but forfeits his life? Or what can a person give in exchange for his life?
27For the Son ofManwill comewith his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 28 I
tell you the truth, there are some standing herewhowill not experience
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

17
1 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother

of James, and led them privately up a high mountain. 2 And he was
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes
became white as light. 3 Then Moses and Elijah also appeared before
them, talking with him. 4 So Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us
to be here. If you want, I will make three shelters – one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my
one dear Son, in whom I take great delight. Listen to him!” 6 When
the disciples heard this, they were overwhelmed with fear and threw
themselves down with their faces to the ground. 7 But Jesus came and
touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Do not be afraid.” 8When they looked
up, all they sawwas Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, “Do not tell anyone about the vision until the Son of Man is raised
from the dead.” 10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the experts
in the law say that Elijah must come first?” 11 He answered, “Elijah
does indeed come first and will restore all things. 12And I tell you that
Elijah has already come. Yet they did not recognize him, but did to him
whatever they wanted. In the same way, the Son of Man will suffer at
their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to
them about John the Baptist.

The Disciples’ Failure to Heal
14 When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt before

him, 15 and said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, because he has seizures
and suffers terribly, for he often falls into the fire and into the water.
16 I brought him to your disciples, but they were not able to heal him.”
17 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and perverse generation! How
much longer must I be with you? Howmuch longer must I endure you?
Bring himhere tome.” 18Then Jesus rebuked the demon and it came out
of him, and the boy was healed from that moment. 19Then the disciples
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came to Jesus privately and said, “Whycouldn’twe cast it out?” 20He told
them, “It was because of your little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have
faith the sizeofamustardseed, youwill say to thismountain, ‘Move from
here to there,’ and it will move; nothing will be impossible for you.” 21 *

22When they gathered together in Galilee, Jesus told them, “The Son
of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. 23 They will kill
him, and on the third day he will be raised.” And they became greatly
distressed.

The Temple Tax
24 After they arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax

came to Peter and said, “Your teacher pays the double drachma tax,
doesn’t he?” 25He said, “Yes.” When Peter came into the house, Jesus
spoke to him first, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do earthly
kings collect tolls or taxes – from their sons or from foreigners?” 26After
he said, “From foreigners,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free.
27But so that we don’t offend them, go to the lake and throw out a hook.
Take the first fish that comes up, andwhen you open its mouth, youwill
find a four drachma coin. Take that and give it to them forme and you.”

18
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus saying, “Who is the greatest in

the kingdomof heaven?” 2He called a child, had him stand among them,
3 and said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn around and become like
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven! 4Whoever
thenhumbleshimself like this little child is thegreatest in thekingdomof
heaven. 5Andwhoeverwelcomes a child like this inmynamewelcomes
me.

6 “But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to
sin, it would be better for him to have a hugemillstone hung around his
neck and to be drowned in the open sea. 7Woe to the world because of
stumbling blocks! It is necessary that stumbling blocks come, butwoe to
the person through whom they come. 8 If your hand or your foot causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life
crippled or lame than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into
eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye than to have two
eyes and be thrown into fiery hell.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
10 “See that you do not disdain one of these little ones. For I tell you

that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.
11 * 12What do you think? If someone owns a hundred sheep and one
of them goes astray, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains
and go look for the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, I tell you
the truth, he will rejoice more over it than over the ninety-nine that did
not go astray. 14 In the same way, your Father in heaven is not willing
that one of these little ones be lost.

Restoring Christian Relationships

* 17:21 [[EMPTY]] * 18:11 [[EMPTY]]
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15 “If your brother sins, go and showhimhis fault when the two of you
arealone. If he listens toyou, youhave regainedyourbrother. 16But if he
does not listen, take one or two others with you, so that at the testimony
of two or threewitnesses everymattermay be established. 17 If he refuses
to listen to them, tell it to the church. If he refuses to listen to the church,
treat him like a Gentile or a tax collector.

18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will have been
bound in heaven, and whatever you release on earth will have been
released in heaven. 19Again, I tell you the truth, if two of you on earth
agree about whatever you ask, my Father in heaven will do it for you.
20For where two or three are assembled in my name, I am there among
them.”

21 Then Peter came to him and said, “Lord, how many times must I
forgive my brother who sins against me? As many as seven times?”
22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, I tell you, but seventy-seven times!

The Parable of the Unforgiving Slave
23 “For this reason, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted

to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 As he began settling his accounts,
a man who owed ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Because
he was not able to repay it, the lord ordered him to be sold, along with
his wife, children, and whatever he possessed, and repayment to be
made. 26Then the slave threw himself to the ground before him, saying,
‘Be patient with me, and I will repay you everything.’ 27 The lord had
compassion on that slave and released him, and forgave him the debt.
28After he went out, that same slave found one of his fellow slaves who
owedhimonehundred silver coins. Sohegrabbedhimby the throat and
started to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ 29 Then his
fellow slave threw himself down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me,
and I will repay you.’ 30But he refused. Instead, he went out and threw
him in prison until he repaid the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw
what had happened, they were very upset and went and told their lord
everything thathad takenplace. 32Thenhis lord called thefirst slaveand
said to him, ‘Evil slave! I forgave you all that debt because you begged
me! 33 Should you not have shown mercy to your fellow slave, just as I
showed it to you?’ 34And in anger his lord turned him over to the prison
guards to torture himuntil he repaid all he owed. 35So alsomyheavenly
Father will do to you, if each of you does not forgive your brother from
your heart.”

19
1Nowwhen Jesusfinished these sayings, he leftGalilee andwent to the

region of Judea beyond the Jordan River. 2 Large crowds followed him,
and he healed them there.

3 Then some Pharisees came to him in order to test him. They asked,
“Is it lawful to divorce a wife for any cause?” 4He answered, “Have you
not read that from the beginning the Creator
made| strong="G4160" them male and female them male and

female, 5and said, ‘For this reasonamanwill leave his father andmother
and will be united with his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So
they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined
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together, let no one separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses
command us to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?”
8 Jesus said to them, “Mosespermittedyou todivorce yourwivesbecause
of your hard hearts, but from the beginning it was not this way. 9Now
I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and
marries another commits adultery.” 10The disciples said to him, “If this
is the case of a husband with a wife, it is better not to marry!” 11 He
said to them, “Not everyone can accept this statement, except those to
whom it has been given. 12 For there are some eunuchs who were that
way frombirth, and somewhoweremade eunuchs by others, and some
who became eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one
who is able to accept this should accept it.”

Jesus and Little Children
13Then little childrenwere brought to him for him to lay his hands on

themand pray. But the disciples scolded thosewho brought them. 14But
Jesus said, “Let the little children come tome anddonot try to stop them,
for the kingdomofheavenbelongs to such as these.” 15Andheplacedhis
hands on them andwent on his way.

The Rich YoungMan
16Now someone came up to him and said, “Teacher, what good thing

must I do to gain eternal life?” 17He said to him, “Why do you ask me
about what is good? There is only one who is good. But if you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18 “Which ones?” he asked.
Jesus replied, “Donotmurder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not
give false testimony, 19 honor your father andmother, and
love|strong="G0025" your neighbor as yourself your neighbor as

yourself.” 20Theyoungman said tohim, “I havewholeheartedly obeyed
all these laws. What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to
be perfect, go sell your possessions and give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 But when
the youngman heard this hewent away sorrowful, for hewas very rich.

23Then Jesus said tohis disciples, “I tell you the truth, itwill behard for
a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven! 24Again I say, it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to
enter into the kingdom of God.” 25The disciples were greatly astonished
when theyheard this and said, “Thenwho canbe saved?” 26 Jesus looked
at them and replied, “This is impossible for mere humans, but for God
all things are possible.” 27 Then Peter said to him, “Look, we have left
everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?” 28 Jesus said
to them, “I tell you the truth: In the age when all things are renewed,
when the Son ofMan sits on his glorious throne, youwho have followed
me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
29Andwhoever has left houses or brothers or sisters or father ormother
or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much
and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and
the last first.

20
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early

in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 And after agreeing
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with the workers for the standardwage, he sent them into his vineyard.
3When it was about nine o’clock in the morning, he went out again and
saw others standing around in themarketplace without work. 4He said
to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and I will give you whatever is
right.’ 5 So they went. When he went out again about noon and three
o’clock that afternoon, he did the same thing. 6 And about five o’clock
that afternoon he went out and found others standing around, and said
to them, ‘Why are you standing here all day without work?’ 7 They said
to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go and work
in the vineyard too.’ 8When it was evening the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the workers and give the pay starting with the
last hired until the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came,
each received a full day’s pay. 10 And when those hired first came,
they thought they would receive more. But each one also received the
standardwage. 11When they received it, they began to complain against
the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last fellows worked one hour, and you
havemade them equal to us who bore the hardship and burning heat of
the day.’ 13And the landowner replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am not
treating you unfairly. Didn’t you agreewithme towork for the standard
wage? 14 Take what is yours and go. I want to give to this last man the
same as I gave to you. 15Am I not permitted to dowhat I want withwhat
belongs tome? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last
will be first, and the first last.”

Third Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve aside

privately and said to them on the way, 18 “Look, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests
and the experts in the law. They will condemn him to death, 19 and will
turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged severely and
crucified. Yet on the third day, he will be raised.”

ARequest for James and John
20Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons,

and kneeling down she asked him for a favor. 21He said to her, “What do
youwant?” She replied, “Permit these two sonsofmine to sit, oneat your
right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered,
“You don’t knowwhat you are asking! Are you able to drink the cup I am
about to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23He told them, “You
will drinkmy cup, but to sit atmy right and atmy left is notmine to give.
Rather, it is for those for whom it has been prepared bymy Father.”

24Now when the other ten heard this, they were angry with the two
brothers. 25 But Jesus called them and said, “You know that the rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in high positions use their
authority over them. 26 It must not be this way among you! Instead
whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant, 27 and
whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave – 28 just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.”

Two BlindMenHealed
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29As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed them. 30 Two
blind men were sitting by the road. When they heard that Jesus was
passing by, they shouted, “Havemercy on us, Lord, Son of David!” 31The
crowd scolded them to get them to be quiet. But they shouted evenmore
loudly, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 Jesus stopped, called
them, and said, “What do you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to
him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34Moved with compassion, Jesus
touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed
him.

21
1Nowwhen theyapproached Jerusalemandcame toBethphage, at the

Mount ofOlives, Jesus sent twodisciples, 2 telling them, “Go to the village
ahead of you. Right away you will find a donkey tied there, and a colt
with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything
to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at
once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:
5 “ Tell the people of Zion,
‘ Look, your king is coming to you,
unassuming and seated on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They
brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them, and he
sat on them. 8Avery large crowd spread their cloaks on the road. Others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds
that went ahead of him and those following kept shouting, “ Hosanna|
strong="G5614" to the Son of David! Blessed is the onewho comes in
the name of the Lord!
Hosanna|strong="G5614" in the highest!” 10As he entered Jerusalem

the whole city was thrown into an uproar, saying, “Who is this?” 11And
the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in
Galilee.”

Cleansing the Temple
12Then Jesusentered the templeareaanddroveoutall thosewhowere

selling andbuying in the temple courts, and turned over the tables of the
money changers and the chairs of those selling doves. 13And he said to
them, “It is written, ‘ My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but
you are turning it into a den of robbers!”

14The blind and lame came to him in the temple courts, and he healed
them. 15 But when the chief priests and the experts in the law saw the
wonderful things he did and heard the children crying out in the temple
courts, “Hosanna to the SonofDavid,” theybecame indignant 16and said
to him, “Do you hear what they are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes.
Have you never read, ‘ Out of the mouths of children and nursing
infantsyouhavepreparedpraise foryourself’?” 17And leaving them,
he went out of the city to Bethany and spent the night there.

TheWithered Fig Tree
18Now early in themorning, as he returned to the city, hewas hungry.

19 After noticing a fig tree by the road he went to it, but found nothing
on it except leaves. He said to it, “Never again will there be fruit from
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you!” And the fig treewithered at once. 20When the disciples saw it they
were amazed, saying, “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” 21 Jesus
answered them, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt,
not only will you do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say
to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.
22Andwhatever you ask in prayer, if you believe, you will receive.”

The Authority of Jesus
23 Now after Jesus entered the temple courts, the chief priests and

elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching and said, “By
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I will also ask you one question.
If you answer me then I will also tell you by what authority I do these
things. 25Where did John’s baptism come from? From heaven or from
people?” They discussed this among themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’ 26 But
if we say, ‘From people,’ we fear the crowd, for they all consider John
to be a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.

The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 The boy answered, ‘I
will not.’ But later he had a change of heart and went. 30 The father
went to the other son and said the same thing. This boy answered, ‘I
will, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two did his father’s will?” They
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, tax collectors
and prostituteswill go ahead of you into the kingdomof God! 32For John
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him.
But the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe. Although you saw this,
you did not later change yourminds and believe him.

The Parable of the Tenants
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a

vineyard. Heput a fence around it, dug apit for itswinepress, andbuilt a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenant farmers and went on a journey.
34When the harvest time was near, he sent his slaves to the tenants to
collect his portion of the crop. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves, beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first, and they treated them the same way. 37 Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s
kill him and get his inheritance!’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out
of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Nowwhen the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will
utterly destroy those evil men! Then he will lease the vineyard to other
tenants whowill give him his portion at the harvest.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘ The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This is from the Lord, and it ismarvelous in our eyes’?
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43For this reason I tell you that the kingdom of Godwill be taken from
you and given to a peoplewhowill produce its fruit. 44The onewho falls
on this stonewill bebroken topieces, and theoneonwhomit fallswill be
crushed.” 45When the chief priests and thePhariseesheardhisparables,
they realized that hewas speaking about them. 46Theywanted to arrest
him, but they were afraid of the crowds, because the crowds regarded
him as a prophet.

22
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of

heaven can be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. 3He sent his slaves to summon those who had been invited to the
banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying,
‘Tell those who have been invited, “Look! The feast I have prepared for
you is ready. My oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.” ’ 5 But they were
indifferent andwent away, one tohis farm, another tohis business. 6The
rest seized his slaves, insolentlymistreated them, and killed them. 7The
king was furious! He sent his soldiers, and they put those murderers to
death and set their city on fire. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘Thewedding
is ready, but the oneswho had been invitedwere notworthy. 9So go into
the main streets and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’
10And those slaveswent out into the streets and gathered all they found,
both bad and good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 But
when the king came in to see the wedding guests, he saw a man there
who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend,
how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ But he had nothing
to say. 13Then the king said to his attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot
and throwhim into the outer darkness,where therewill beweeping and
gnashing of teeth!’ 14Formany are called, but few are chosen.”

Paying Taxes to Caesar
15 Then the Pharisees went out and planned together to entrap him

with his own words. 16 They sent to him their disciples along with the
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are truthful, and teach
the way of God in accordance with the truth. You do not court anyone’s
favor because you showno partiality. 17Tell us then, what do you think?
Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

18 But Jesus realized their evil intentions and said, “Hypocrites! Why
are you testing me? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” So they
brought him a denarius. 20 Jesus said to them, “Whose image is this, and
whose inscription?” 21 They replied, “Caesar’s.” He said to them, “Then
give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” 22 Now when they heard this they were stunned, and they left
him andwent away.

Marriage and the Resurrection
23 The same day Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came

to him and asked him, 24 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘ If a man dies without
having children, his brother must marry the widow and father children
for his brother.’ 25Now there were seven brothers among us. The first
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one married and died, and since he had no children he left his wife
to his brother. 26 The second did the same, and the third, down to the
seventh. 27Last of all, the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, therefore,
whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had married her.”
29 Jesus answered them, “You are deceived, because you don’t know the
scriptures or the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31Now
as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken
to you by God, 32 ‘ I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living!” 33When the
crowds heard this, they were amazed at his teaching.

The Greatest Commandment
34Nowwhen the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees,

they assembled together. 35And one of them, an expert in religious law,
asked him a question to test him: 36 “Teacher, which commandment in
the law is the greatest?” 37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is
the first and greatest commandment. 39The second is like it : ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the law and the prophets depend on these
two commandments.”

TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
41While the Pharisees were assembled, Jesus asked them a question:

42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said,
“ThesonofDavid.” 43Hesaid to them, “HowthendoesDavidby theSpirit
call him ‘Lord,’ saying,
44 ‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?

45 If David then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46No one
was able to answer him aword, and from that day on no one dared to
question him any longer.

23
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The experts in

the law and the Pharisees sit onMoses’ seat. 3Therefore pay attention to
what they tell you and do it. But do not do what they do, for they do not
practice what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy loads, hard to carry, and
put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing even
to lift afinger tomove them. 5Theydoall theirdeeds tobeseenbypeople,
for theymake their phylacteries wide and their tassels long. 6They love
the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues 7and
elaborate greetings in the marketplaces, and to have people call them
‘Rabbi.’ 8But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher
and you are all brothers. 9And call no one your ‘father’ on earth, for you
have one Father, who is in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called ‘teacher,’
for you have one teacher, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you will
be your servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
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13 “But woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites!
You keep locking people out of the kingdom of heaven! For you neither
enter nor permit those trying to enter to go in. 14 *

15 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You
cross landand sea tomakeone convert, andwhenyouget one, youmake
him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves!

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple
is bound by nothing. But whoever swears by the gold of the temple is
bound by the oath.’ 17 Blind fools! Which is greater, the gold or the
temple thatmakes the gold sacred? 18And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar
is bound by nothing. But if anyone swears by the gift on it he is bound by
the oath.’ 19You are blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that
makes the gift sacred? 20Sowhoever swears by the altar swears by it and
by everything on it. 21And whoever swears by the temple swears by it
and the one who dwells in it. 22And whoever swears by heaven swears
by the throne of God and the one who sits on it.

23 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites!
You give a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, yet you neglect what is more
important in the law – justice, mercy, and faithfulness! You should have
done these things without neglecting the others. 24 Blind guides! You
strain out a gnat yet swallow a camel!

25 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You
clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside they are full of greed
and self-indulgence. 26Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup,
so that the outside may become clean too!

27 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You
are likewhitewashed tombs that look beautiful on the outside but inside
are full of thebonesof thedeadandof everythingunclean. 28 In the same
way, on the outside you look righteous to people, but inside you are full
of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29 “Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You
build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous.
30 And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would
not have participated with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’
31By saying this you testify against yourselves that you are descendants
of thosewhomurdered the prophets. 32Fill up then themeasure of your
ancestors! 33 You snakes, you offspring of vipers! How will you escape
being condemned to hell?

34 “For this reason I am sending you prophets and wise men and
experts in the law, some ofwhomyouwill kill and crucify, and some you
will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town, 35 so that on
you will come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you
murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 I tell you the truth, this
generation will be held responsible for all these things!

Judgment on Israel
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those

who are sent to you! How often I have longed to gather your children
* 23:14 [[EMPTY]]
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together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you would
have none of it! 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate! 39 For I tell
you, you will not see me from now until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord!’ ”

24
1Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts and walking away,

his disciples came to show him the temple buildings. 2 And he said to
them, “Do you see all these things? I tell you the truth, not one stonewill
be left on another. All will be torn down!”

Signs of the End of the Age
3 As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him

privately and said, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what
will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 Jesus
answered them, “Watch out that no one misleads you. 5 For many will
come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will mislead many.
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. Make sure that you are not
alarmed, for this must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 For nation
will rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And
there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these
things are the beginning of birth pains.

Persecution of Disciples
9 “Then they will hand you over to be persecuted and will kill you.

You will be hated by all the nations because of my name. 10 Then many
will be led into sin, and they will betray one another and hate one
another. 11 And many false prophets will appear and deceive many,
12 and because lawlessness will increase so much, the love of many will
grow cold. 13 But the person who endures to the end will be saved.
14And this gospel of the kingdomwill be preached throughout thewhole
inhabited earth as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will
come.

The Abomination of Desolation
15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation – spoken about

by Daniel the prophet – standing in the holy place (let the reader
understand), 16 then those in Judea must flee to the mountains. 17 The
one on the roof must not come down to take anything out of his house,
18 and the one in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. 19Woe
to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing their babies
in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a
Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great suffering unlike anything that
has happened from the beginning of the world until now, or ever will
happen. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no one would be
saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then
if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not
believe him. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and
perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
25Remember, I have told you ahead of time. 26 So then, if someone says
to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, or ‘Look, he is in
the inner rooms,’ do not believe him. 27For just like the lightning comes
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from the east and flashes to the west, so the coming of the Son of Man
will be. 28Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

The Arrival of the Son ofMan
29 “Immediately after the suffering of those days, the sun will be

darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from
heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the
Son of Man will appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will
mourn. They will see the Son of Man arriving on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. 31 And he will send his angels with a loud
trumpet blast, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.

The Parable of the Fig Tree
32 “Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes

tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also
you,when you see all these things, know that he is near, right at the door.
34 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these
things take place. 35Heaven and earthwill pass away, butmywordswill
never pass away.

Be Ready!
36 “But as for that day and hour no one knows it – not even the angels

in heaven – except the Father alone. 37 For just like the days of Noah
were, so the coming of the Son of Man will be. 38 For in those days
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. 39 And they knew
nothing until the flood came and took them all away. It will be the same
at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then there will be two men in the
field; onewill be takenandone left. 41Therewill be twowomengrinding
grain with amill; one will be taken and one left.

42 “Therefore stay alert, because you do not know on what day your
Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have been
alert and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when
you do not expect him.

The Faithful andWise Slave
45“Who then is the faithful andwise slave,whomthemasterhasput in

charge of his household, to give the other slaves their food at the proper
time? 46 Blessed is that slave whom the master finds at work when he
comes. 47 I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of all his
possessions. 48But if that evil slave should say to himself, ‘Mymaster is
staying awaya long time,’ 49andhebegins tobeat his fellowslaves and to
eat and drink with drunkards, 50 then themaster of that slave will come
onadaywhenhedoesnot expect himandat anhourhedoesnot foresee,
51 and will cut him in two, and assign him a place with the hypocrites,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

25
1 “At that time the kingdomof heavenwill be like ten virginswho took

their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of the virgins
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were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish ones took their
lamps, theydidnot takeextraoliveoilwith them. 4But thewiseones took
flasks of olive oil with their lamps. 5When the bridegroomwas delayed
a long time, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 But at midnight
therewas a shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is here! Come out tomeet him.’
7 Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are
going out.’ 9 ‘No,’ they replied. ‘There won’t be enough for you and for
us. Go instead to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10But
while they had gone to buy it, the bridegroom arrived, and those who
were readywent insidewithhim to theweddingbanquet. Then thedoor
was shut. 11Later, the other virgins came too, saying, ‘Lord, lord! Let us
in!’ 12But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I donot knowyou!’ 13Therefore
stay alert, because you do not know the day or the hour.

The Parable of the Talents
14 “For it is like a man going on a journey, who summoned his slaves

and entrusted his property to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one, each according to his ability. Then he
went on his journey. 16 The one who had received five talents went off
right away and put his money to work and gained five more. 17 In the
same way, the one who had two gained two more. 18 But the one who
hadreceivedone talentwentoutanddugahole in thegroundandhidhis
master’smoney in it. 19After a long time, themaster of those slaves came
and settled his accountswith them. 20The onewhohad received the five
talents came and brought five more, saying, ‘Sir, you entrusted me with
five talents. See, I have gained fivemore.’ 21His master answered, ‘Well
done, good and faithful slave! You have been faithful in a few things. I
will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of yourmaster.’
22Theonewith the two talents also cameand said, ‘Sir, youentrusted two
talents tome. See, Ihavegained twomore.’ 23Hismasteranswered, ‘Well
done, good and faithful slave! Youhave been faithfulwith a few things. I
will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of yourmaster.’
24 Then the one who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Sir, I
knew that youwere a hardman, harvesting where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went
andhid your talent in the ground. See, youhavewhat is yours.’ 26But his
master answered, ‘Evil and lazy slave! So you knew that I harvestwhere
I didn’t sow and gather where I didn’t scatter? 27Then you should have
deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have
receivedmymoney backwith interest! 28Therefore take the talent from
him and give it to the one who has ten. 29 For the one who has will be
given more, and he will have more than enough. But the one who does
not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw that
worthless slave into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’

The Judgment
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with

him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be
assembled before him, and he will separate people one from another
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like a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the
sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the king will say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdomprepared for you from the foundation of theworld. 35For Iwas
hungry and you gaveme food, I was thirsty and you gaveme something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I was naked and you
gaveme clothing, I was sick and you took care ofme, I was in prison and
you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to
drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or naked
and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
40And the king will answer them, ‘I tell you the truth, just as you did it
for one of the least of these brothers or sisters ofmine, you did it forme.’

41 “Thenhewill say to those on his left, ‘Depart fromme, you accursed,
into the eternal fire that has been prepared for the devil and his angels!
42For Iwas hungry and you gavemenothing to eat, Iwas thirsty and you
gaveme nothing to drink. 43 I was a stranger and you did not receiveme
as a guest, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.’ 44 Then they too will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not give you whatever you needed?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘I tell
you the truth, just as you did not do it for one of the least of these, you
did not do it for me.’ 46And these will depart into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”

26
1When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he told his disciples,

2 “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of
Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 3 Then the chief priests and
the elders of the peoplemet together in the palace of the highpriest, who
was named Caiaphas. 4 They planned to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill
him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, so that there won’t be a riot
among the people.”

Jesus’Anointing
6Now while Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a

womancametohimwithanalabaster jarofexpensiveperfumedoil, and
she poured it on his head as hewas at the table. 8When the disciples saw
this, they became indignant and said, “Why this waste? 9 It could have
been soldat ahighprice and themoneygiven to thepoor!” 10When Jesus
learned of this, he said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?
She has done a good service forme. 11For youwill always have the poor
with you, but you will not always have me! 12When she poured this oil
on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 I tell you the truth,
wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has
done will also be told inmemory of her.”

The Plan to Betray Jesus
14 Then one of the twelve, the one named Judas Iscariot, went to the

chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me to betray him into your
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hands?” So they set out thirty silver coins for him. 16From that time on,
Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray him.

The Passover
17Now on the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread the disciples

came to Jesus and said, “Where do youwant us to prepare for you to eat
the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certainman and tell him,
‘The Teacher says, “My time is near. I will observe the Passover with my
disciples at your house.” ’ ” 19So the disciples did as Jesus had instructed
them, and they prepared the Passover. 20When it was evening, he took
his place at the table with the twelve. 21And while they were eating he
said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me.” 22 They became
greatly distressed and each one began to say to him, “Surely not I, Lord?”
23Heanswered, “Theonewhohasdippedhishand into thebowlwithme
will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go as it is written about him, but
woe to thatman bywhom the Son ofMan is betrayed! It would be better
for him if he had never been born.” 25 Then Judas, the one who would
betray him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” Jesus replied, “You have said it
yourself.”

The Lord’s Supper
26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks

he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat, this is my body.”
27And after taking the cup and giving thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink fromit, all of you, 28 for this ismyblood, thebloodof thecovenant,
that is poured out formany for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, from
nowon Iwill not drink of this fruit of the vineuntil that daywhen I drink
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30After singing a hymn, they
went out to theMount of Olives.

The Prediction of Peter’s Denial
31Then Jesus said to them, “This night youwill all fall away because of

me, for it is written:
‘ I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flockwill be scattered.’

32But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 33 Peter
said tohim, “If theyall fall awaybecauseof you, Iwill never fall away!”
34 Jesus said tohim, “I tell you the truth, on thisnight, before therooster
crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even if I
must die with you, I will never deny you.” And all the disciples said
the same thing.
Gethsemane

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he
said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37He took
with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and became anguished and
distressed. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, even to
the point of death. Remain here and stay awake with me.” 39 Going a
little farther, he threw himself down with his face to the ground and
prayed, “My Father, if possible, let this cup pass from me! Yet not what
I will, but what you will.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found
them sleeping. He said to Peter, “So, couldn’t you stay awakewithme for
one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you will not fall into temptation.
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The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42He went away a second
time and prayed, “My Father, if this cup cannot be taken away unless
I drink it, your will must be done.” 43He came again and found them
sleeping; they could not keep their eyes open. 44 So leaving them again,
he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same thing once
more. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is approaching, and the Son ofMan
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us go. Look! My
betrayer is approaching!”

Betrayal and Arrest
47While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived. With

him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent by the chief
priests and elders of the people. 48 (Now the betrayer had given them a
sign, saying, “The one I kiss is the man. Arrest him!”) 49 Immediately he
went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi,” and kissed him. 50 Jesus
said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came
and took hold of Jesus and arrested him. 51 But one of those with Jesus
grabbedhis sword, drew it out, and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting
off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back in its place!
For all who take hold of the sword will die by the sword. 53 Or do
you think that I cannot call on my Father, and that he would send me
more than twelve legions of angels right now? 54How then would the
scriptures that say it must happen this way be fulfilled?” 55 At that
moment Jesus said to the crowd, “Have you come out with swords and
clubs to arrestme like youwould an outlaw? Day after day I sat teaching
in the temple courts, yet you did not arrest me. 56But this has happened
so that the scriptures of the prophets would be fulfilled.” Then all the
disciples left him and fled.

Condemned by the Sanhedrin
57 Now the ones who had arrested Jesus led him to Caiaphas, the

high priest, in whose house the experts in the law and the elders had
gathered. 58 But Peter was following him from a distance, all the way
to the high priest’s courtyard. After going in, he sat with the guards
to see the outcome. 59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were
trying to find false testimony against Jesus so that they could put him to
death. 60 But they did not find anything, though many false witnesses
came forward. Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This man
said, ‘I amable todestroy the templeofGodandrebuild it in threedays.’ ”
62 So the high priest stood up and said to him, “Have you no answer?
What is this that they are testifying against you?” 63But Jesus was silent.
The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God,
tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You
have said it yourself. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of
Man sitting at the right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of
heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and declared, “He has
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? Now you have heard the
blasphemy! 66What is your verdict?” They answered, “He is guilty and
deserves death.” 67Then they spat in his face and struck him with their
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fists. Andsomeslappedhim, 68saying, “Prophesy forus, youChrist! Who
hit you?”

Peter’s Denials
69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A slave girl came to

him and said, “You alsowerewith Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it
in front of them all: “I don’t know what you’re talking about!” 71When
he went out to the gateway, another slave girl saw him and said to the
people there, “This man was with Jesus the Nazarene.” 72He denied it
againwith an oath, “I do not know theman!” 73After a little while, those
standing there came up to Peter and said, “You really are one of them
too – even your accent gives you away!” 74 At that he began to curse,
and he swore with an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment a
rooster crowed. 75ThenPeter rememberedwhat Jesus had said: “Before
the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went outside
and wept bitterly.

27
1When it was early in themorning, all the chief priests and the elders

of the people plotted against Jesus to execute him. 2They tied himup, led
him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.

Judas’ Suicide
3 Now when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus had been

condemned, he regretted what he had done and returned the thirty
silver coins to the chief priests and the elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by
betraying innocent blood!” But they said, “What is that to us? You take
care of it yourself!” 5So Judas threw the silver coins into the temple and
left. Then he went out and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the
silver and said, “It is not lawful to put this into the temple treasury, since
it is blood money.” 7 After consulting together they bought the Potter’s
Field with it, as a burial place for foreigners. 8 For this reason that field
has been called the “Field of Blood” to this day. 9Then what was spoken
by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled : “They took the thirty silver coins,
the price of the onewhose price had been set by the people of Israel, 10 and
they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commandedme.”

Jesus and Pilate
11Then Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him,

“Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when
he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he did not respond.
13 Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear how many charges they are
bringing against you?” 14But he did not answer even one accusation, so
that the governor was quite amazed.

15During the feast the governor was accustomed to release one pris-
oner to the crowd, whomever they wanted. 16At that time they had in
custody a notorious prisoner named Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had
assembled, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for
you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Christ?” 18 (For he knew
that they had handed him over because of envy.) 19As he was sitting on
the judgment seat, his wife sent a message to him: “Have nothing to do
with that innocent man; I have suffered greatly as a result of a dream
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about him today.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor
asked them, “Which of the two do youwantme to release for you?” And
they said, “Barabbas!” 22Pilate said to them, “Thenwhat should I dowith
Jesus who is called the Christ?” They all said, “Crucify him!” 23He asked,
“Why? What wrong has he done?” But they shouted more insistently,
“Crucify him!”

Jesus is Condemned andMocked
24WhenPilate saw that he coulddonothing, but that instead a riotwas

starting, he took some water, washed his hands before the crowd and
said, “I am innocent of this man’s blood. You take care of it yourselves!”
25 In reply all the people said, “Let his blood be on us and on our
children!” 26 Then he released Barabbas for them. But after he had
Jesus flogged, he handedhimover to be crucified. 27Then the governor’s
soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s residence and gathered thewhole
cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe around
him, 29andafter braiding a crownof thorns, theyput it onhis head. They
put a staff inhis right hand, andkneeling downbefore him, theymocked
him: “Hail, king of the Jews!” 30They spat on him and took the staff and
struck him repeatedly on the head. 31When they hadmocked him, they
stripped himof the robe andput his own clothes back onhim. Then they
led him away to crucify him.

The Crucifixion
32 As they were going out, they found a man from Cyrene named

Simon, whom they forced to carry his cross. 33 They came to a place
called Golgotha (which means “Place of the Skull”) 34 and offered Jesus
wine mixed with gall to drink. But after tasting it, he would not drink
it. 35When they had crucified him, they divided his clothes by throwing
dice. 36Then they sat down and kept guard over him there. 37Above his
head theyput the charge against him,which read: “This is Jesus, the king
of the Jews.” 38 Then two outlaws were crucified with him, one on his
right and one on his left. 39Those who passed by defamed him, shaking
their heads 40 and saying, “You who can destroy the temple and rebuild
it in three days, save yourself! If you are God’s Son, come down from
the cross!” 41 In the same way even the chief priests – together with the
experts in the law and elders –were mocking him: 42 “He saved others,
but he cannot save himself! He is the king of Israel! If he comes down
now from the cross, we will believe in him! 43 He trusts in God – let God,
if he wants to, deliver him now because he said, ‘I am God’s Son’!” 44 The
robbers whowere crucified with him also spoke abusively to him.

Jesus’Death
45Now from noon until three, darkness came over all the land. 46At

about three o’clock Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “ Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani? ” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling
for Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the
rest said, “Leave him alone! Let’s see if Elijah will come to save him.”
50 Then Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit.
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51 Just then the temple curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. The
earth shook and the rocks were split apart. 52And tombs were opened,
and the bodies of many saints who had died were raised. 53 (They came
out of the tombs after his resurrection and went into the holy city and
appeared to many people.) 54Now when the centurion and those with
himwho were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and what took place,
they were extremely terrified and said, “Truly this one was God’s Son!”
55 Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and given him
supportwere also there, watching froma distance. 56Among themwere
MaryMagdalene,Mary themother of James and Joseph, and themother
of the sons of Zebedee.

Jesus’ Burial
57Now when it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea,

named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. 58Hewent to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered that it be given to him.
59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60and placed it
in his own new tomb that he had cut in the rock. Then he rolled a great
stone across the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 (Now Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there, opposite the tomb.)

The Guard at the Tomb
62The next day (which is after the day of preparation) the chief priests

and thePhariseesassembledbeforePilate 63andsaid, “Sir,weremember
thatwhile that deceiverwas still alive he said, ‘After three days Iwill rise
again.’ 64So give orders to secure the tombuntil the third day. Otherwise
his disciples may come and steal his body and say to the people, ‘He has
been raised from the dead,’ and the last deceptionwill beworse than the
first.” 65Pilate said to them, “Take a guard of soldiers. Go andmake it as
secure as you can.” 66 So they went with the soldiers of the guard and
made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

28
1 Now after the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 Suddenly
therewas a severe earthquake, for an angel of the Lorddescending from
heaven came and rolled away the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance
was like lightning, andhis clotheswerewhite as snow. 4Theguardswere
shaken and became like dead men because they were so afraid of him.
5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you
are looking for Jesus, whowas crucified. 6He is not here, for he has been
raised, just as he said. Comeand see theplacewherehewas lying. 7Then
go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead. He
is going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there.’ Listen, I have
told you!” 8So they left the tombquickly, with fear and great joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. 9But Jesusmet them, saying, “Greetings!” They came
to him, held on to his feet andworshipedhim. 10Then Jesus said to them,
“Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee. They will see
me there.”

The Guards’ Report
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11 While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and
told the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 After they had
assembled with the elders and formed a plan, they gave a large sum of
money to the soldiers, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came
atnightandstolehisbodywhilewewereasleep.’ 14 If thismatter isheard
before the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
15So they took themoney anddid as theywere instructed. And this story
is told among the Jews to this day.

The Great Commission
16 So the eleven disciples went to Galilee to the mountain Jesus had

designated. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but some
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came up and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
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Mark
TheMinistry of John the Baptist

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is
written in Isaiah the prophet,
“ Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,
whowill prepare yourway,
3 the voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”

4 In the wilderness John the baptizer began preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 People from the whole Judean
countryside and all of Jerusalem were going out to him, and he was
baptizing them in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins. 6 John
wore a garment made of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “One more
powerful than I am is coming after me; I am not worthy to bend down
and untie the strap of his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus
9 Now in those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was

baptized by John in the Jordan River. 10 And just as Jesus was coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens splitting apart and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven:
“You are my one dear Son; in you I take great delight.” 12 The Spirit
immediately drove him into the wilderness. 13Hewas in the wilderness
forty days, enduring temptations fromSatan. Hewaswithwild animals,
and angels wereministering to his needs.

Preaching in Galilee and the Call of the Disciples
14 Now after John was imprisoned, Jesus went into Galilee and pro-

claimed the gospel of God. 15 He said, “The time is fulfilled and the
kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!” 16As he went
along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, Simon’s brother,
casting a net into the sea (for theywere fishermen). 17 Jesus said to them,
“Followme, and I will turn you into fishers of people.” 18They left their
nets immediately and followed him. 19Going on a little farther, he saw
James, the son of Zebedee, and John his brother in their boat mending
nets. 20 Immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee
in the boat with the hiredmen and followed him.

Jesus’Authority
21Then theywent to Capernaum. When the Sabbath came, Jesuswent

into the synagogue andbegan to teach. 22Thepeople therewere amazed
by his teaching, because he taught them like one who had authority,
not like the experts in the law. 23 Just then there was a man in their
synagogue with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, 24 “Leave us alone,
Jesus the Nazarene! Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are – the Holy One of God!” 25 But Jesus rebuked him: “Silence! Come
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out of him!” 26After throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit
cried out with a loud voice and came out of him. 27 They were all
amazed so that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching
with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits and they obey
him.” 28So the news about him spread quickly throughout all the region
around Galilee.

Healings at Simon’s House
29 Now as soon as they left the synagogue, they entered Simon and

Andrew’s house, with James and John. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was
lying down, sick with a fever, so they spoke to Jesus at once about her.
31He came and raised her up by gently taking her hand. Then the fever
left her and she began to serve them. 32 When it was evening, after
sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and demon-possessed.
33Thewhole town gathered by the door. 34So he healedmanywhowere
sick with various diseases and drove out many demons. But he would
not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

Praying and Preaching
35 Then Jesus got up early in the morning when it was still very dark,

departed, and went out to a deserted place, and there he spent time in
prayer. 36 Simon and his companions searched for him. 37When they
found him, they said, “Everyone is looking for you.” 38He replied, “Let
us go elsewhere, into the surrounding villages, so that I can preach there
too. For that iswhat I cameouthere todo.” 39Sohewent intoall ofGalilee
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.

Cleansing a Leper
40Nowa leper came tohimand fell tohis knees, asking forhelp. “If you

arewilling, you canmakeme clean,”he said. 41Movedwith compassion,
Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing. Be
clean!” 42The leprosy left him at once, and hewas clean. 43 Immediately
Jesus sent themanawaywith a very strongwarning. 44He told him, “See
that you do not say anything to anyone, but go, show yourself to a priest,
and bring the offering that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a
testimony to them.” 45 But as the man went out he began to announce
it publicly and spread the story widely, so that Jesus was no longer able
to enter any town openly but stayed outside in remote places. Still they
kept coming to him from everywhere.

2
1 Now after some days, when he returned to Capernaum, the news

spread that hewas at home. 2Somanygathered that therewasno longer
any room, not even by the door, and he preached the word to them.
3Some people came bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them.
4When they were not able to bring him in because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above Jesus. Then, after tearing it out, they lowered
the stretcher the paralytic was lying on. 5When Jesus saw their faith, he
said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the
experts in the law were sitting there, turning these things over in their
minds: 7 “Why does this man speak this way? He is blaspheming! Who
can forgive sinsbutGodalone?” 8Nowimmediately,when Jesus realized
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in his spirit that theywere contemplating such thoughts, he said to them,
“Why are you thinking such things in your hearts? 9Which is easier, to
say to theparalytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’or to say, ‘Standup, takeyour
stretcher, and walk’? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins,” –he said to the paralytic – 11 “I tell
you, stand up, take your stretcher, and go home.” 12 And immediately
the man stood up, took his stretcher, and went out in front of them all.
They were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen
anything like this!”

The Call of Levi; Eatingwith Sinners
13 Jesus went out again by the sea. The whole crowd came to him, and

he taught them. 14As he went along, he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus,
sitting at the tax booth. “Follow me,” he said to him. And he got up and
followed him. 15 As Jesus was having a meal in Levi’s home, many tax
collectors and sinnerswere eatingwith Jesus and his disciples, for there
were many who followed him. 16When the experts in the law and the
Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they
said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
17When Jesus heard this he said to them, “Those who are healthy don’t
need a physician, but those who are sick do. I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”

The Superiority of the New
18Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. So they came

to Jesus and said, “Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the
Pharisees fast, but your disciples don’t fast?” 19 Jesus said to them, “The
weddingguests cannot fastwhile thebridegroomiswith them, can they?
As long as they have the bridegroom with them they do not fast. 20 But
the days are comingwhen the bridegroomwill be taken from them, and
at that time theywill fast. 21Noone sews apatch of unshrunk cloth on an
old garment; otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the new from the
old, and the tear becomesworse. 22And no one pours newwine into old
wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine
and the skins will be destroyed. Instead new wine is poured into new
wineskins.”

Lord of the Sabbath
23 Jesus was going through the grain fields on a Sabbath, and his

disciples began to pick some heads of wheat as they made their way.
24So the Pharisees said to him, “Look,why are they doingwhat is against
the law on the Sabbath?” 25He said to them, “Have you never readwhat
David didwhenhewas inneed andhe andhis companionswere hungry
– 26howhe entered the house of GodwhenAbiatharwas high priest and
ate the sacred bread, which is against the law for any but the priests to
eat, and also gave it to his companions?” 27 Then he said to them, “The
Sabbath was made for people, not people for the Sabbath. 28 For this
reason the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”

3
1 Then Jesus entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who

had a withered hand. 2 They watched Jesus closely to see if he would
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heal him on the Sabbath, so that they could accuse him. 3 So he said to
themanwhohad thewithered hand, “Stand up among all these people.”
4 Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath, or evil,
to save a life or destroy it?” But they were silent. 5After looking around
at them in anger, grieved by the hardness of their hearts, he said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was
restored. 6 So the Pharisees went out immediately and began plotting
with the Herodians, as to how they could assassinate him.

Crowds by the Sea
7 Then Jesus went away with his disciples to the sea, and a great

multitude from Galilee followed him. And from Judea, 8 Jerusalem, a
great multitude came to him when they heard about the things he had
done. 9 Because of the crowd, he told his disciples to have a small boat
ready for him so the crowd would not press toward him. 10 For he had
healedmany, so that allwhowere afflictedwithdiseases pressed toward
him in order to touchhim. 11Andwhenever the unclean spirits sawhim,
they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12But
he sternly ordered them not to make him known.

Appointing the Twelve Apostles
13 Now Jesus went up the mountain and called for those he wanted,

and they came to him. 14Heappointed twelve (whomhenamed apostles
), so that they would be with him and he could send them to preach
15 and to have authority to cast out demons. 16 He appointed twelve:
To Simon he gave the name Peter; 17 to James and his brother John, the
sons of Zebedee, he gave thenameBoanerges (that is, “sons of thunder”);
18 and Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son
of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed him.

Jesus and Beelzebul
20Now Jesus went home, and a crowd gathered so that they were not

able to eat. 21When his family heard this they went out to restrain him,
for they said, “He is out of hismind.” 22The experts in the lawwho came
down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and, “By the
ruler of demons he casts out demons.” 23 So he called them and spoke
to them in parables: “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom
is divided against itself, that kingdom will not be able to stand. 25 If a
house is divided against itself, that housewill not be able to stand. 26And
if Satan rises against himself and is divided, he is not able to stand and
his end has come. 27 But no one is able to enter a strong man’s house
and steal his property unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he
can thoroughly plunder his house. 28 I tell you the truth, people will be
forgiven for all sins, even all the blasphemies they utter. 29But whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, but is guilty
of an eternal sin” 30 (because they said, “He has an unclean spirit” ).

Jesus’ True Family
31 Then Jesus’ mother and his brothers came. Standing outside, they

sent word to him, to summon him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him
and they said to him, “Look, yourmother and your brothers are outside
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looking for you.” 33He answered them and said, “Who are my mother
and my brothers?” 34 And looking at those who were sitting around
him in a circle, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For
whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister andmother.”

4
1 Again he began to teach by the lake. Such a large crowd gathered

around him that he got into a boat on the lake and sat there while the
whole crowdwas on the shore by the lake. 2He taught themmany things
in parables, and in his teaching said to them: 3 “Listen! A sowerwent out
to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds
came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it did
not have much soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep.
6When the sun came up it was scorched, and because it did not have
sufficient root, it withered. 7Other seed fell among the thorns, and they
grew up and choked it, and it did not produce grain. 8But other seed fell
on good soil and produced grain, sprouting and growing; some yielded
thirty times as much, some sixty, and some a hundred times.” 9And he
said, “Whoever has ears to hear had better listen!”

The Purpose of Parables
10When he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him

about the parables. 11He said to them, “The secret of the kingdomofGod
has been given to you. But to those outside, everything is in parables,
12 so that although they look theymay look but not see,
and although they hear theymay hear but not understand,
so theymay not repent and be forgiven.”

13 He said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? Then how
will you understand any parable? 14The sower sows the word. 15These
are the ones on the path where the word is sown: Whenever they hear,
immediately Satan comes and snatches theword thatwas sown in them.
16 These are the ones sown on rocky ground: As soon as they hear the
word, they receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root in themselves
and do not endure. Then, when trouble or persecution comes because
of the word, immediately they fall away. 18 Others are the ones sown
among thorns: They are those who hear the word, 19but worldly cares,
the seductiveness of wealth, and the desire for other things come in and
choke the word, and it produces nothing. 20But these are the ones sown
on good soil: They hear theword and receive it and bear fruit, one thirty
times as much, one sixty, and one a hundred.”

The Parable of the Lamp
21He also said to them, “A lamp isn’t brought to be put under a basket

or under a bed, is it? Isn’t it to be placed on a lampstand? 22For nothing
is hidden except to be revealed, and nothing concealed except to be
brought to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, he had better listen!”
24 And he said to them, “Take care about what you hear. The measure
you usewill be themeasure you receive, andmorewill be added to you.
25Forwhoever haswill be givenmore, but whoever does not have, even
what he has will be taken from him.”

The Parable of the Growing Seed
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26He also said, “The kingdomof God is like someonewho spreads seed
on the ground. 27He goes to sleep and gets up, night and day, and the
seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28 By itself the
soil produces a crop, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. 29 And when the grain is ripe, he sends in the sickle because
the harvest has come.”

The Parable of theMustard Seed
30 He also asked, “To what can we compare the kingdom of God, or

what parable can we use to present it? 31 It is like a mustard seed that
when sown in the ground, even though it is the smallest of all the seeds
in the ground – 32when it is sown, it growsup, becomes the greatest of all
garden plants, and grows large branches so that the wild birds can nest
in its shade.”

The Use of Parables
33Sowithmanyparables like these, he spoke theword to them, as they

were able to hear. 34He did not speak to them without a parable. But
privately he explained everything to his own disciples.

Stilling of a Storm
35On that day, when evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go

across to the other side of the lake.” 36 So after leaving the crowd, they
took him along, just as he was, in the boat, and other boats were with
him. 37Now a great windstorm developed and thewaveswere breaking
into the boat, so that the boat was nearly swamped. 38 But he was in
the stern, sleeping on a cushion. They woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care that we are about to die?” 39 So he got up and
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Be quiet! Calm down!” Then the
wind stopped, and it was dead calm. 40And he said to them, “Why are
you cowardly? Do you still not have faith?” 41They were overwhelmed
by fear and said to one another, “Who then is this? Even the wind and
sea obey him!”

5
1 So they came to the other side of the lake, to the region of the

Gerasenes. 2 Just as Jesus was getting out of the boat, a man with an
unclean spirit came from the tombs and met him. 3He lived among the
tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not evenwith a chain. 4For
his hands and feet had often been bound with chains and shackles, but
he had torn the chains apart and broken the shackles in pieces. No one
was strong enough to subdue him. 5 Each night and every day among
the tombs and in the mountains, he would cry out and cut himself with
stones. 6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down
before him. 7 Then he cried out with a loud voice, “Leave me alone,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God! I implore you by God – do not torment
me!” 8 (For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of that man, you unclean
spirit!”) 9 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” Andhe said, “Myname
is Legion, for we are many.” 10He begged Jesus repeatedly not to send
them out of the region. 11There on the hillside, a great herd of pigs was
feeding. 12And the demonic spirits begged him, “Send us into the pigs.
Let us enter them.” 13 Jesus gave thempermission. So the unclean spirits
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came out and went into the pigs. Then the herd rushed down the steep
slope into the lake, and about two thousand were drowned in the lake.

14 Now the herdsmen ran off and spread the news in the town and
countryside, and the peoplewent out to seewhat had happened. 15They
came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man sitting there, clothed
and in his right mind – the one who had the “Legion” – and they were
afraid. 16 Those who had seen what had happened to the demon-
possessed man reported it, and they also told about the pigs. 17 Then
they asked Jesus to leave their region. 18As he was getting into the boat
the man who had been demon-possessed asked if he could go with him.
19 But Jesus did not permit him to do so. Instead, he said to him, “Go to
your home and to your people and tell them what the Lord has done
for you, that he had mercy on you.” 20 So he went away and began to
proclaim in the Decapolis what Jesus had done for him, and all were
amazed.

Restoration andHealing
21 When Jesus had crossed again in a boat to the other side, a large

crowd gathered around him, and he was by the sea. 22 Then one of the
synagogue rulers, named Jairus, cameup, andwhenhe saw Jesus, he fell
at his feet. 23He asked him urgently, “My little daughter is near death.
Come and lay your hands on her so that she may be healed and live.”
24 Jesus went with him, and a large crowd followed and pressed around
him.

25 Now a woman was there who had been suffering from a hemor-
rhage for twelve years. 26Shehad endured a great deal under the care of
manydoctors andhad spent all that shehad. Yet insteadof gettingbetter,
she grew worse. 27When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind
him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 for she kept saying, “If only I
touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29At once the bleeding stopped, and
she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 Jesus knew at
once that power had gone out fromhim. He turned around in the crowd
and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31His disciples said to him, “You
see the crowd pressing against you and you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ”
32 But he looked around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman,
with fear and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and
fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of
your disease.”

35While hewas still speaking, people came from the synagogue ruler’s
house saying, “Your daughter has died. Why trouble the teacher any
longer?” 36 But Jesus, paying no attention to what was said, told the
synagogue ruler, “Do not be afraid; just believe.” 37 He did not let
anyone follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.
38 They came to the house of the synagogue ruler where he saw noisy
confusion and people weeping and wailing loudly. 39When he entered
he said to them, “Why are you distressed and weeping? The child is
not dead but asleep.” 40 And they began making fun of him. But he
put them all outside and he took the child’s father and mother and his
own companions and went into the roomwhere the child was. 41Then,
gently taking the child by the hand, he said to her, “Talitha koum,”which
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means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up.” 42 The girl got up at once and
began towalk around (shewas twelve years old). Theywere completely
astonished at this. 43He strictly ordered that no one should know about
this, and told them to give her something to eat.

6
1Now Jesus left that place and came tohis hometown, andhis disciples

followed him. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the
synagogue. Many who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did
he get these ideas? Andwhat is this wisdom that has been given to him?
What are these miracles that are done through his hands? 3 Isn’t this
the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and
Simon? And aren’t his sisters here with us?” And so they took offense at
him. 4 Then Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except
in his hometown, and among his relatives, and in his own house.” 5He
was not able to do a miracle there, except to lay his hands on a few sick
people and heal them. 6And he was amazed because of their unbelief.
Then he went around among the villages and taught.

Sending Out the Twelve Apostles
7 Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two. He

gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He instructed them to
take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no bag, nomoney
in their belts – 9 and to put on sandals but not to wear two tunics. 10He
said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave
the area. 11 If a place will not welcome you or listen to you, as you go out
from there, shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.”
12So they went out and preached that all should repent. 13They cast out
many demons and anointedmany sick peoplewith oil and healed them.

The Death of John the Baptist
14 Now King Herod heard this, for Jesus’ name had become known.

Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead,
and because of this, miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15Others
said, “He is Elijah.” Others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets
from the past.” 16 But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom I
beheaded, hasbeen raised!” 17ForHerodhimself had sentmen, arrested
John, and bound him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother
Philip’swife, becauseHerodhadmarriedher. 18For Johnhad repeatedly
told Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 So
Herodias nursed a grudge against him and wanted to kill him. But she
couldnot 20becauseHerod stood in aweof Johnandprotectedhim, since
he knew that John was a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard
him, he was thoroughly baffled, and yet he liked to listen to John.

21But a suitable day came,whenHerodgaveabanquet onhis birthday
for his court officials, military commanders, and leaders of Galilee.
22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod
and his dinner guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever
you want and I will give it to you.” 23He swore to her, “Whatever you
ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.” 24 So she went out and
said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” Her mother said, “The
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head of John the baptizer.” 25 Immediately she hurried back to the king
and made her request: “I want the head of John the Baptist on a platter
immediately.” 26Although it grieved the king deeply, he did not want to
reject her request because of his oath and his guests. 27 So the king sent
an executioner at once to bring John’s head, and he went and beheaded
John in prison. 28He brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl,
and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When John’s disciples heard this,
they came and took his body and placed it in a tomb.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
30 Then the apostles gathered around Jesus and told him everything

theyhaddoneand taught. 31He said to them, “Comewithmeprivately to
an isolatedplaceandrest awhile” (formanywerecomingandgoing, and
therewasno time to eat). 32So theywent awayby themselves in aboat to
some remote place. 33Butmany saw them leaving and recognized them,
and they hurried on foot from all the towns and arrived there ahead
of them. 34 As Jesus came ashore he saw the large crowd and he had
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.
So he taught themmany things.

35When it was already late, his disciples came to him and said, “This
is an isolated place and it is already very late. 36 Send them away so
that they can go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy
something for themselves to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give
them something to eat.” And they said, “Shouldwe go and buy bread for
two hundred silver coins and give it to them to eat?” 38He said to them,
“How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” When they found out,
they said, “Five – and two fish.” 39Then he directed them all to sit down
in groups on the green grass. 40 So they reclined in groups of hundreds
and fifties. 41He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up
to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. He gave them to his
disciples to serve the people, and he divided the two fish among them
all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and they picked up the broken
pieces andfish thatwere left over, twelve baskets full. 44Now therewere
five thousandmenwho ate the bread.

Walking onWater
45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on

ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dispersed the crowd.
46 After saying good-bye to them, he went to the mountain to pray.
47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea and he
was alone on the land. 48 He saw them straining at the oars, because
the wind was against them. As the night was ending, he came to them
walking on the sea, for hewanted to pass by them. 49When they sawhim
walking on the water they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 for
they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them:
“Have courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.” 51 Then he went up with them
into the boat, and the wind ceased. They were completely astonished,
52 because they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts
were hardened.

Healing the Sick
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53 After they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and
anchored there. 54 As they got out of the boat, people immediately
recognized Jesus. 55 They ran through that whole region and began
to bring the sick on mats to wherever he was rumored to be. 56 And
wherever hewould go – into villages, towns, or countryside – theywould
place the sick in the marketplaces, and would ask him if they could just
touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed.

7
1 Now the Pharisees and some of the experts in the law who came

from Jerusalemgathered aroundhim. 2And they saw that someof Jesus’
disciples ate their bread with unclean hands, that is, unwashed. 3 (For
the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they perform a ritual
washing, holding fast to the tradition of the elders. 4 And when they
come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. They
hold fast tomany other traditions: thewashing of cups, pots, kettles, and
dining couches. ) 5The Pharisees and the experts in the law asked him,
“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders,
but eat with unwashed hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied
correctly about you hypocrites, as it is written:
‘ This people honorsmewith their lips,
but their heart is far fromme.
7 Theyworshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine the commandments of men.’

8Having no regard for the command of God, you hold fast to human
tradition.” 9Healso said to them, “Youneatly reject the commandment
of God in order to set up your tradition. 10ForMoses said, ‘Honor your
father and your mother,’ and, ‘ Whoever insults his father or mother
must be put to death.’ 11 But you say that if anyone tells his father or
mother, ‘Whatever help you would have received fromme is corban’
(that is, a gift for God), 12 then youno longer permit him to do anything
for his father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your
tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like
this.”
14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me,

everyone, and understand. 15 There is nothing outside of a person that
can defile himby going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a person
that defiles him.” 16 *

17 Now when Jesus had left the crowd and entered the house, his
disciples asked him about the parable. 18He said to them, “Are you so
foolish? Don’t you understand that whatever goes into a person from
outside cannot defile him? 19 For it does not enter his heart but his
stomach, and then goes out into the sewer.” (This means all foods are
clean.) 20He said, “What comes out of a person defiles him. 21 For from
within, out of thehumanheart, comeevil ideas, sexual immorality, theft,
murder, 22adultery, greed, evil, deceit, debauchery, envy, slander, pride,
and folly. 23All these evils come fromwithin and defile a person.”

A SyrophoenicianWoman’s Faith
* 7:16 [[EMPTY]]
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24After Jesus left there, he went to the region of Tyre. When he went
into a house, he did not want anyone to know, but he was not able
to escape notice. 25 Instead, a woman whose young daughter had an
unclean spirit immediately heard about him and came and fell at his
feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, of Syrophoenician origin. She asked
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let the
children be satisfied first, for it is not right to take the children’s bread
and to throw it to the dogs.” 28 She answered, “Yes, Lord, but even the
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her,
“Because you said this, you may go. The demon has left your daughter.”
30 She went home and found the child lying on the bed, and the demon
gone.

Healing a DeafMute
31 Then Jesus went out again from the region of Tyre to the Sea of

Galilee in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deafman
who had difficulty speaking, and they asked him to place his hands on
him. 33After Jesus tookhimaside privately, away from the crowd, he put
his fingers in the man’s ears, and after spitting, he touched his tongue.
34 Then he looked up to heaven and said with a sigh, “ Ephphatha” (that
is, “Be opened”). 35 And immediately the man’s ears were opened, his
tongue loosened, and he spoke plainly. 36 Jesus ordered them not to tell
anything. Butasmuchasheordered themnot todo this, theyproclaimed
it all the more. 37 People were completely astounded and said, “He has
doneeverythingwell. He evenmakes thedeafhear and themute speak.”

8
1 In those days there was another large crowd with nothing to eat.

So Jesus called his disciples and said to them, 2 “I have compassion on
the crowd, because they have already been here with me three days,
and they have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will
faint on the way, and some of them have come from a great distance.”
4 His disciples answered him, “Where can someone get enough bread
in this desolate place to satisfy these people?” 5He asked them, “How
many loaves do you have?” They replied, “Seven.” 6 Then he directed
the crowd to sit down on the ground. After he took the seven loaves and
gave thanks, he broke them and began giving them to the disciples to
serve. So they served the crowd. 7 They also had a few small fish. After
giving thanks for these, he told them to serve these as well. 8 Everyone
ate and was satisfied, and they picked up the broken pieces left over,
seven baskets full. 9 There were about four thousand who ate. Then he
dismissed them. 10 Immediately he got into a boat with his disciples and
went to the district of Dalmanutha.

The Demand for a Sign
11Then the Pharisees came and began to arguewith Jesus, asking for a

sign fromheaven to test him. 12Sighing deeply in his spirit he said, “Why
does this generation look for a sign? I tell you the truth, no sign will be
given to this generation.” 13Thenhe left them, got back into theboat, and
went to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees andHerod
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14Now they had forgotten to take bread, except for one loaf they had
with them in the boat. 15And Jesus ordered them, “Watch out! Beware
of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod!” 16So they began to
discuss with one another about having no bread. 17When he learned of
this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you arguing about having no bread?
Do you still not see or understand? Have your hearts been hardened?
18 Though you have eyes, don’t you see? And though you have ears,
can’t you hear? Don’t you remember? 19When I broke the five loaves
for the five thousand, how many baskets full of pieces did you pick
up?” They replied, “Twelve.” 20 “When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets full of pieces did you pick up?” They
replied, “Seven.” 21Then he said to them, “Do you still not understand?”

A Two-stage Healing
22 Then they came to Bethsaida. They brought a blind man to Jesus

and asked him to touch him. 23He took the blind man by the hand and
brought him outside of the village. Then he spit on his eyes, placed his
hands on his eyes and asked, “Do you see anything?” 24 Regaining his
sight he said, “I see people, but they look like trees walking.” 25 Then
Jesus placed his hands on theman’s eyes again. And he opened his eyes,
his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 Jesus sent him
home, saying, “Do not even go into the village.”

Peter’s Confession
27Then Jesus andhis discipleswent to thevillages of CaesareaPhilippi.

On thewayheaskedhis disciples, “Whodopeople say that I am?” 28They
said, “John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and still others, one of the
prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30 Then he warned them not to tell
anyone about him.

First Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
31 Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer

many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and experts in
the law, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He spoke openly
about this. So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But
after turningand lookingathis disciples, he rebukedPeter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan. You are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but
onman’s.”

Following Jesus
34 Then Jesus called the crowd, along with his disciples, and said to

them, “If anyone wants to become my follower, he must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and for the gospel will
save it. 36For what benefit is it for a person to gain the whole world, yet
forfeit his life? 37What can a person give in exchange for his life? 38For
if anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of himwhen he comes
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
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9
1 And he said to them, “I tell you the truth, there are some standing

here who will not experience death before they see the kingdom of God
comewith power.”

The Transfiguration
2 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John and led

them alone up a high mountain privately. And he was transfigured
before them, 3and his clothes became radiantlywhite, more so than any
launderer in theworld couldbleach them. 4ThenElijahappearedbefore
them alongwithMoses, and theywere talkingwith Jesus. 5So Peter said
to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us make three shelters –
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 (For they were afraid,
and he did not know what to say.) 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and a voice came from the cloud, “This is my one dear Son. Listen to
him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them
anymore except Jesus.

9As they were coming down from themountain, he gave them orders
not to tell anyonewhat theyhad seenuntil after the SonofManhad risen
from the dead. 10 They kept this statement to themselves, discussing
what this rising from the deadmeant.

11Then they asked him, “Why do the experts in the law say that Elijah
must come first?” 12He said to them, “Elijah does indeed come first, and
restores all things. Andwhy is it written that the Son ofManmust suffer
many things and be despised? 13 But I tell you that Elijah has certainly
come, and they did to him whatever they wanted, just as it is written
about him.”

The Disciples’ Failure to Heal
14 When they came to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around

them and experts in the law arguing with them. 15 When the whole
crowd saw him, they were amazed and ran at once and greeted him.
16 He asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17 A
member of the crowd said to him, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who
is possessed by a spirit that makes himmute. 18Whenever it seizes him,
it throws him down, and he foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and
becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to cast it out, but theywerenot able
todo so.” 19Heanswered them, “Youunbelievinggeneration! Howmuch
longer must I be with you? Howmuch longer must I endure you? Bring
him tome.” 20So theybrought theboy tohim. When the spirit sawhim, it
immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell on the ground and
rolledaround, foamingat themouth. 21 Jesus askedhis father, “How long
has this beenhappening to him?” Andhe said, “Fromchildhood. 22 It has
often thrown him into fire orwater to destroy him. But if you are able to
do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23 Then Jesus said to
him, “ ‘If you are able?’ All things are possible for the onewho believes.”
24 Immediately the father of the boy cried out and said, “I believe; help
my unbelief!”

25 Now when Jesus saw that a crowd was quickly gathering, he re-
buked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “Mute and deaf spirit, I command
you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26 It shrieked, threw
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him into terrible convulsions, and came out. The boy looked so much
like a corpse that many said, “He is dead!” 27 But Jesus gently took his
hand and raised him to his feet, and he stood up.

28Then, after hewent into the house, his disciples askedhimprivately,
“Why couldn’t we cast it out?” 29He told them, “This kind can come out
only by prayer.”

Second Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
30Theywent out from there and passed through Galilee. But Jesus did

not want anyone to know, 31 for hewas teaching his disciples and telling
them, “The Son ofManwill be betrayed into the hands ofmen. Theywill
kill him, andafter three dayshewill rise.” 32But theydidnot understand
this statement and were afraid to ask him.

Questions About the Greatest
33Then they came to Capernaum. After Jesus was inside the house he

asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they were
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was
the greatest. 35After he sat down, he called the twelve and said to them,
“If anyone wants to be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”
36He tooka little child andhadhimstandamong them. Takinghim inhis
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoeverwelcomes one of these little children
inmynamewelcomesme, andwhoeverwelcomesmedoesnotwelcome
me but the one who sent me.”

On Jesus’ Side
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in

your name, and we tried to stop him because he was not following us.”
39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, because no one who does a miracle
in my name will be able soon afterward to say anything bad about me.
40 For whoever is not against us is for us. 41 For I tell you the truth,
whoever gives you a cup of water because you bear Christ’s name will
never lose his reward.

42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,
it would be better for him to have a hugemillstone tied around his neck
and to be thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it
off! It is better for you to enter into life crippled than to have two hands
and go into hell, to the unquenchable fire. 44 * 45 If your foot causes you
to sin, cut it off! It is better to enter life lame than to have two feet and
be thrown into hell. 46 † 47 If your eye causes you to sin, tear it out! It
is better to enter into the kingdom of Godwith one eye than to have two
eyes andbe thrown intohell, 48where theirwormneverdies and thefire
is never quenched. 49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good,
but if it loses its saltiness, how can youmake it salty again? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”

10
1Then Jesus left that place andwent to the region of Judea and beyond

the Jordan River. Again crowds gathered to him, and again, as was his
custom, he taught them. 2 Then some Pharisees came, and to test him
they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered

* 9:44 [[EMPTY]] † 9:46 [[EMPTY]]
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them, “What didMoses command you?” 4They said, “Moses permitted a
man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus
said to them, “Hewrote this commandment for youbecauseof yourhard
hearts. 6 But from the beginning of creation he made them male and
female*. 7 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother, 8 and
the two will become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

10 In the house once again, the disciples asked him about this. 11 So
he told them, “Whoever divorces his wife andmarries another commits
adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries
another, she commits adultery.”

Jesus and Little Children
13 Now people were bringing little children to him for him to touch,

but the disciples scolded thosewhobrought them. 14Butwhen Jesus saw
this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to
me and do not try to stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such
as these. 15 I tell you the truth, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God like a child will never enter it.” 16After he took the children in his
arms, he placed his hands on them and blessed them.

The RichMan
17Nowas Jesuswas starting out onhisway, someone ranup tohim, fell

on his knees, and said, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” 18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good
except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘ Do not murder,
do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do
not defraud , honor your father andmother.’ ” 20Theman said to him,
“Teacher, I have wholeheartedly obeyed all these laws since my youth.”
21 As Jesus looked at him, he felt love for him and said, “You lack one
thing. Go, sell whatever you have and give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22But at this
statement, theman lookedsadandwentawaysorrowful, forhewasvery
rich.

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it
is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were
astonished at these words. But again Jesus said to them, “Children, how
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom
of God.” 26 They were even more astonished and said to one another,
“Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and replied, “This is
impossible for mere humans, but not for God; all things are possible for
God.”

28Peter began to speak tohim, “Look,wehave left everything to follow
you!” 29 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, there is no onewhohas left home
orbrothersor sistersormotheror fatheror childrenorfields formysake
and for the sakeof thegospel 30whowill not receive in this ageahundred
times as much – homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, fields, all
with persecutions – and in the age to come, eternal life. 31Butmanywho
are first will be last, and the last first.”

Third Prediction of Jesus’Death and Resurrection
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32Theywere on theway, going up to Jerusalem. Jesuswas going ahead
of them, and theywere amazed, but thosewho followedwere afraid. He
took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what was going to
happen to him. 33 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of
Manwill be handed over to the chief priests and experts in the law. They
will condemnhimtodeathandwill turnhimover to theGentiles. 34They
willmockhim, spit onhim, floghimseverely, andkill him. Yet after three
days, he will rise again.”

The Request of James and John
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and said,

“Teacher, wewant you to do for uswhateverwe ask.” 36He said to them,
“What do you want me to do for you?” 37 They said to him, “Permit
one of us to sit at your right hand and the other at your left in your
glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are asking!
Are you able to drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I
experience?” 39They said to him, “Weare able.” Then Jesus said to them,
“Youwill drink the cup Idrink, andyouwill bebaptizedwith thebaptism
I experience, 40but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give. It is
for those for whom it has been prepared.”

41Nowwhen the other ten heard this, they became angry with James
and John. 42 Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that those
who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those
in high positions use their authority over them. 43But it is not this way
among you. Insteadwhoeverwants to be great among youmust be your
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave
of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Healing Blind Bartimaeus
46 They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd

were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus the sonofTimaeus, ablindbeggar,was
sitting by the road. 47When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he
began to shout, “Jesus, SonofDavid, havemercyonme!” 48Manyscolded
him to get him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David,
havemercy onme!” 49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called
theblindmanand said to him, “Have courage! Get up! He is calling you.”
50He threwoffhis cloak, jumpedup, andcame to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said
to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man replied,
“Rabbi, let me see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has healed
you.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the road.

11
1Now as they approached Jerusalem, near Bethphage and Bethany, at

the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them,
“Go to the village ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and
will send it back here soon.’ ” 4 So they went and found a colt tied at a
door, outside in the street, and untied it. 5 Some people standing there
said to them, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They replied
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as Jesus had told them, and the bystanders let them go. 7 Then they
brought the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8Many
spread their cloaks on the road and others spread branches they had
cut in the fields. 9 Both those who went ahead and those who followed
kept shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the onewho comes in the name of the
Lord!* 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna
in the highest!” 11Then Jesus entered Jerusalem andwent to the temple.
And after looking around at everything, hewent out to Bethanywith the
twelve since it was already late.

Cursing of the Fig Tree
12Now the next day, as they went out from Bethany, he was hungry.

13 After noticing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, he went to see if
he could find any fruit on it. When he came to it he found nothing but
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14He said to it, “Mayno one ever
eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.

Cleansing the Temple
15 Then they came to Jerusalem. Jesus entered the temple area and

began to drive out those who were selling and buying in the temple
courts. He turned over the tables of the money changers and the chairs
of those selling doves, 16 and he would not permit anyone to carry
merchandise through the temple courts. 17Then he began to teach them
and said, “Is it not written: ‘ My house will be called a house of prayer
for all nations’? But you have turned it into a den of robbers!” 18 The
chief priests and the experts in the law heard it and they considered
how they could assassinate him, for they feared him, because the whole
crowdwas amazedbyhis teaching. 19Whenevening came, Jesus andhis
disciples went out of the city.

TheWithered Fig Tree
20 In themorningas theypassedby, they saw thefig treewithered from

the roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig
tree you cursed has withered.” 22 Jesus said to them, “Have faith in God.
23 I tell you the truth, if someone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and
thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that
what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24 For this reason I
tell you, whatever you pray and ask for, believe that you have received
it, and it will be yours. 25 Whenever you stand praying, if you have
anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heavenwill
also forgive you your sins.” 26 *

27 They came again to Jerusalem. While Jesus was walking in the
temple courts, the chief priests, the experts in the law, and the elders
came up to him 28 and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things? Or who gave you this authority to do these things?” 29 Jesus said
to them, “I will ask you one question. Answer me and I will tell you by
what authority I do these things: 30 John’s baptism –was it from heaven
or from people? Answer me.” 31 They discussed with one another,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why did you not
believe him?’ 32But if we say, ‘From people – ’ ” (they feared the crowd,
* 11:26 [[EMPTY]]
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for they all considered John to be truly a prophet). 33 So they answered
Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you
by what authority I am doing these things.”

12
1 Then he began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a

vineyard. Heput a fence around it, dug apit for itswinepress, andbuilt a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenant farmers and went on a journey.
2At harvest time he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his
portion of the crop. 3 But those tenants seized his slave, beat him, and
sent him away empty-handed. 4 So he sent another slave to them again.
This one they struck on the head and treated outrageously. 5 He sent
another, and that one they killed. This happened to many others, some
of whomwere beaten, others killed. 6He had one left, his one dear son.
Finallyhe senthimto them, saying, ‘Theywill respectmyson.’ 7But those
tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and the
inheritance will be ours!’ 8So they seized him, killed him, and threw his
body out of the vineyard. 9What thenwill the owner of the vineyard do?
He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.
10Have you not read this scripture:
‘ The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
11 This is from the Lord, and it ismarvelous in our eyes’?”

12 Now they wanted to arrest him (but they feared the crowd),
because they realized that he told this parable against them. So they
left him andwent away.
Paying Taxes to Caesar

13Then they sent someof thePhariseesandHerodians to traphimwith
his own words. 14When they came they said to him, “Teacher, we know
that you are truthful and do not court anyone’s favor, because you show
no partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is
it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay or shouldn’t we?”
15 But he saw through their hypocrisy and said to them, “Why are you
testingme? Bringme adenarius and letme look at it.” 16So they brought
one, and he said to them, “Whose image is this, and whose inscription?”
They replied, “Caesar’s.” 17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they
were utterly amazed at him.

Marriage and the Resurrection
18 Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) also came to him and

asked him, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us: ‘ If a man’s brother dies
and leavesawifebutnochildren, thatman mustmarry thewidow
and father children for his brother.’ 20 There were seven brothers.
The first one married, and when he died he had no children. 21 The
second married her and died without any children, and likewise the
third. 22None of the seven had children. Finally, the woman died too.
23 In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For
all seven had married her.” 24 Jesus said to them, “Aren’t you deceived
for this reason, because you don’t know the scriptures or the power of
God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26Now as for the dead
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being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage
about the bush, how God said to him, ‘ I am the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27He is not the God of the dead
but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”

The Greatest Commandment
28Now one of the experts in the law came and heard them debating.

When he saw that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which
commandment is the most important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The
most important is: ‘ Listen, Israel, the Lord ourGod, the Lord is one.
30 Love the Lord your Godwith all your heart, with all your soul, with
all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31The second is: ‘ Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than
these.” 32 The expert in the law said to him, “That is true, Teacher; you
are right to say that
he is|strong="G1510" one, and there is no one else besides him.

33And
to love| strong="G0025" him with all your heart, with all your

mind, andwith all your strength and
to love|strong="G0025" your neighbor as yourself is more impor-

tant than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34When Jesus saw that he
had answered thoughtfully, he said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” Then no one dared any longer to question him.

TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
35While Jesuswas teaching in the temple courts, he said, “Howis it that

the experts in the law say that the Christ is David’s son? 36David himself,
by the Holy Spirit, said,
‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit atmy right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet.” ’

37 If David himself calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” And the
large crowdwas listening to himwith delight.
Warnings About Experts in the Law

38 In his teaching Jesus also said, “Watch out for the experts in the law.
They like walking around in long robes and elaborate greetings in the
marketplaces, 39 and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of
honor at banquets. 40 They devour widows’ property, and as a show
make long prayers. Thesemenwill receive amore severe punishment.”

TheWidow’s Offering
41Then he sat down opposite the offering box, andwatched the crowd

putting coins into it. Many rich people were throwing in large amounts.
42And a poorwidow came and put in two small copper coins, worth less
than a penny. 43He called his disciples and said to them, “I tell you the
truth, this poor widow has put more into the offering box than all the
others. 44For theyall gaveoutof theirwealth. But she, out ofherpoverty,
put in what she had to live on, everything she had.”

13
1Now as Jesus was going out of the temple courts, one of his disciples

said to him, “Teacher, look at these tremendous stones and buildings!”
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2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stonewill
be left on another. All will be torn down!”

Signs of the End of the Age
3 So while he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple,

Peter, James, John, andAndrew asked himprivately, 4 “Tell us, whenwill
these things happen? And what will be the sign that all these things are
about to take place?” 5 Jesus began to say to them, “Watch out that no
one misleads you. 6Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and
theywillmisleadmany. 7Whenyouhear ofwars and rumors ofwars, do
not be alarmed. These things must happen, but the end is still to come.
8 For nation will rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and there will
be famines. These are but the beginning of birth pains.

Persecution of Disciples
9 “You must watch out for yourselves. You will be handed over to

councils and beaten in the synagogues. Youwill stand before governors
and kings because of me, as a witness to them. 10 First the gospel must
be preached to all nations. 11When they arrest you and hand you over
for trial, do not worry about what to speak. But say whatever is given
you at that time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 12Brother
will hand over brother to death, and a father his child. Children will
rise against parents and have them put to death. 13 You will be hated
by everyone because of my name. But the one who endures to the end
will be saved.

The Abomination of Desolation
14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where

it should not be (let the reader understand), then those in Judea must
flee to the mountains. 15The one on the roof must not come down or go
inside to take anything out of his house. 16The one in the field must not
turn back to get his cloak. 17Woe to thosewho are pregnant and to those
who are nursing their babies in those days! 18Pray that it may not be in
winter. 19 For in those days there will be suffering unlike anything that
has happened from the beginning of the creation that God created until
now, or everwill happen. 20And if the Lord had not cut short those days,
no one would be saved. But because of the elect, whom he chose, he has
cut them short. 21 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’
or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe him. 22 For false messiahs and
false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive,
if possible, the elect. 23 Be careful! I have told you everything ahead of
time.

The Arrival of the Son ofMan
24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sunwill be darkened and

themoonwill not give its light; 25 the starswill be falling fromheaven, and
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then everyone will see the
Son of Man arriving in the cloudswith great power and glory. 27Then he
will send angels and theywill gather his elect from the fourwinds, from
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

The Parable of the Fig Tree
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28 “Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes
tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also
you, when you see these things happening, know that he is near, right at
the door. 30 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until
all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will never pass away.

Be Ready!
32 “But as for that day or hour no one knows it – neither the angels in

heaven, nor the Son – except the Father. 33Watch out! Stay alert! For
you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a
journey. He left his house and put his slaves in charge, assigning to each
his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to stay alert. 35 Stay alert,
then, because you do not knowwhen the owner of the housewill return
– whether during evening, at midnight, when the rooster crows, or at
dawn – 36 or else he might find you asleep when he returns suddenly.
37What I say to you I say to everyone: Stay alert!”

14
1Twodays before the Passover and the Feast of UnleavenedBread, the

chief priests and the experts in the lawwere trying tofindaway to arrest
Jesus by stealth and kill him. 2 For they said, “Not during the feast, so
there won’t be a riot among the people.”

Jesus’Anointing
3 Now while Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper,

reclining at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of costly
aromatic oil from pure nard. After breaking open the jar, she poured
it on his head. 4 But some who were present indignantly said to one
another, “Why this waste of expensive ointment? 5 It could have been
sold for more than three hundred silver coins and the money given to
thepoor!” So they spoke angrily toher. 6But Jesus said, “Leaveher alone.
Why are you bothering her? She has done a good service for me. 7 For
you will always have the poor with you, and you can do good for them
whenever you want. But you will not always have me! 8 She did what
she could. She anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9 I tell you the
truth, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she
has done will also be told inmemory of her.”

The Plan to Betray Jesus
10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests

to betray Jesus into their hands. 11 When they heard this, they were
delighted and promised to give him money. So Judas began looking for
an opportunity to betray him.

The Passover
12 Now on the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread, when the

Passover lamb is sacrificed, Jesus’ disciples said to him, “Where do you
want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 13He sent two of his
disciples and told them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you. Follow him. 14Wherever he enters, tell the owner
of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is my guest room where I may
eat the Passover with my disciples?” ’ 15He will show you a large room
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upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 16 So
the disciples left, went into the city, and found things just as he had told
them, and they prepared the Passover.

17 Then, when it was evening, he came to the house with the twelve.
18While theywere at the table eating, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, one
of you eating with me will betray me.” 19They were distressed, and one
by one said to him, “Surely not I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one of the
twelve, one who dips his hand with me into the bowl. 21 For the Son of
Manwill go as it is written about him, but woe to that man bywhom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would be better for him if he had never been
born.”

The Lord’s Supper
22While they were eating, he took bread, and after giving thanks he

broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take it. This is my body.” 23And after
taking the cup and giving thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank
from it. 24He said to them, “This is my blood, the blood of the covenant,
that is poured out for many. 25 I tell you the truth, I will no longer drink
of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom
of God.” 26After singing a hymn, they went out to theMount of Olives.

The Prediction of Peter’s Denial
27Then Jesus said to them, “Youwill all fall away, for it is written,

‘ I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheepwill be scattered.’

28But after I am raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 29 Peter
said tohim, “Even if they all fall away, Iwill not!” 30 Jesus said tohim, “I
tell you the truth, today – this verynight –before a rooster crows twice,
you will deny me three times.” 31 But Peter insisted emphatically,
“Even if I must die with you, I will never deny you.” And all of them
said the same thing.
Gethsemane

32 Then they went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33He took Peter, James, and John with
him, and became very troubled and distressed. 34He said to them, “My
soul is deeply grieved, even to the point of death. Remain here and stay
alert.” 35Goinga little farther, he threwhimself to thegroundandprayed
that if it were possible the hour would pass from him. 36He said, “Abba,
Father, all things are possible for you. Take this cup away fromme. Yet
not what I will, but what you will.” 37 Then he came and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Couldn’t you stay
awake for one hour? 38 Stay awake and pray that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39Hewent away
again and prayed the same thing. 40Whenhe came again he found them
sleeping; they could not keep their eyes open. And they did not know
what to tell him. 41He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and resting? Enough of that! The hour has come. Look, the Son
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Get up, let us go. Look!
My betrayer is approaching!”

Betrayal and Arrest
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43Right away, while Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,
arrived. With him came a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent by
the chief priests and experts in the law and elders. 44 (Now the betrayer
had given them a sign, saying, “The one I kiss is the man. Arrest him
and lead him away under guard.”) 45When Judas arrived, hewent up to
Jesus immediately and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46Then they took
hold of him and arrested him. 47One of the bystanders drew his sword
and struck thehighpriest’s slave, cutting offhis ear. 48 Jesus said to them,
“Have you come with swords and clubs to arrest me like you would an
outlaw? 49Day after day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts,
yet you did not arrest me. But this has happened so that the scriptures
would be fulfilled.” 50Then all the disciples left him and fled. 51A young
man was following him, wearing only a linen cloth. They tried to arrest
him, 52but he ran off naked, leaving his linen cloth behind.

Condemned by the Sanhedrin
53 Then they led Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests and

elders and experts in the law came together. 54And Peter had followed
him from a distance, up to the high priest’s courtyard. He was sitting
with the guards andwarminghimself by thefire. 55The chief priests and
thewholeSanhedrinwere looking forevidenceagainst Jesus so that they
couldputhim todeath, but theydidnotfindanything. 56Manygave false
testimony against him, but their testimony did not agree. 57 Some stood
upandgave this false testimonyagainst him: 58“Weheardhimsay, ‘Iwill
destroy this temple made with hands and in three days build another
not made with hands.’ ” 59Yet even on this point their testimony did not
agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus,
“Have you no answer? What is this that they are testifying against you?”
61But hewas silent and did not answer. Again the high priest questioned
him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” said
Jesus, “and you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 Then the high priest
tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You have
heard the blasphemy! What is your verdict?” They all condemned him
as deserving death. 65Then some began to spit on him, and to blindfold
him, and to strike him with their fists, saying, “Prophesy!” The guards
also took him and beat him.

Peter’s Denials
66Nowwhile Peterwas below in the courtyard, one of the high priest’s

slave girls came by. 67When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked
directlyathimandsaid, “Youalsowerewith thatNazarene, Jesus.” 68But
he denied it: “I don’t even understandwhat you’re talking about!” Then
hewent out to the gateway, and a rooster crowed. 69When the slave girl
saw him, she began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of
them.” 70But he denied it again. A short time later the bystanders again
said to Peter, “Youmust be one of them, because you are also a Galilean.”
71Thenhe began to curse, andhe sworewith an oath, “I do not know this
man you are talking about!” 72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second
time. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said to him: “Before a
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rooster crows twice, you will denyme three times.” And he broke down
andwept.

15
1Early in the morning, after forming a plan, the chief priests with the

elders and the experts in the law and the whole Sanhedrin tied Jesus
up, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2 So Pilate asked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?” He replied, “You say so.” 3 Then the
chief priests began to accuse him repeatedly. 4So Pilate askedhimagain,
“Have you nothing to say? See how many charges they are bringing
against you!” 5 But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was
amazed.

Jesus and Barabbas
6 During the feast it was customary to release one prisoner to the

people,whomever theyrequested. 7AmannamedBarabbaswas impris-
oned with rebels who had committed murder during an insurrection.
8 Then the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to release a prisoner
for them, as was his custom. 9 So Pilate asked them, “Do you want me
to release the king of the Jews for you?” 10 (For he knew that the chief
priests had handed him over because of envy.) 11 But the chief priests
stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas instead. 12 So Pilate
spoke to them again, “Then what do you want me to do with the one
you call king of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate
asked them, “Why? What has he done wrong?” But they shouted more
insistently, “Crucify him!” 15 Because he wanted to satisfy the crowd,
Pilate released Barabbas for them. Then, after he had Jesus flogged, he
handed him over to be crucified.

Jesus isMocked
16 So the soldiers led him into the palace (that is, the governor’s

residence) and called together the whole cohort. 17 They put a purple
cloak on him and after braiding a crown of thorns, they put it on him.
18They began to salute him: “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19Again and again
they struck himon the headwith a staff and spit on him. Then they knelt
down and paid homage to him. 20When they had finishedmocking him,
they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes back on
him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

The Crucifixion
21 The soldiers forced a passerby to carry his cross, Simon of Cyrene,

who was coming in from the country (he was the father of Alexander
and Rufus). 22 They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha (which is
translated, “Place of the Skull”). 23 They offered him wine mixed with
myrrh, but he did not take it. 24Then they crucified him and divided his
clothes, throwingdice for them, to decidewhat eachwould take. 25 It was
nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription
of the charge against him read, “The king of the Jews.” 27 And they
crucified two outlaws with him, one on his right and one on his left. 28 *
29 Those who passed by defamed him, shaking their heads and saying,
“Aha! Youwhocandestroy the templeandrebuild it in threedays, 30save
* 15:28 [[EMPTY]]
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yourself and come down from the cross!” 31 In the same way even the
chief priests – together with the experts in the law –were mocking him
among themselves: “He saved others, but he cannot save himself! 32Let
the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the cross now, that we
may see and believe!” Those who were crucified with him also spoke
abusively to him.

Jesus’Death
33 Now when it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until

three in the afternoon. 34 Around three o’clock Jesus cried out with a
loud voice, “ Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my
God, why have you forsakenme?” 35When some of the bystanders heard
it they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah!” 36Then someone ran, filled
a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink,
saying, “Leavehimalone! Let’s see if Elijahwill come to takehimdown!”
37But Jesus cried out with a loud voice and breathed his last. 38And the
temple curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now when the
centurion, who stood in front of him, saw how he died, he said, “Truly
this man was God’s Son!” 40 There were also women, watching from a
distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41When he was in Galilee,
they had followed him and given him support. Many other womenwho
had come upwith him to Jerusalemwere there too.

Jesus’ Burial
42 Now when evening had already come, since it was the day of

preparation (that is, the day before the Sabbath), 43 Joseph of Arimathea,
a highly regarded member of the council, who was himself looking
forward to the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the
bodyof Jesus. 44Pilatewas surprised that hewas alreadydead. He called
the centurion and askedhim if he had been dead for some time. 45When
Pilatewas informedby thecenturion, hegave thebody to Joseph. 46After
Joseph bought a linen cloth and took down the body, he wrapped it in
the linen and placed it in a tomb cut out of the rock. Then he rolled a
stone across the entrance of the tomb. 47MaryMagdalene andMary the
mother of Joses sawwhere the body was placed.

16
1When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of

James, and Salome bought aromatic spices so that they might go and
anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of theweek, at sunrise, they
went to the tomb. 3Theyhadbeenasking eachother, “Whowill roll away
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4But when they looked
up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled back.
5 Then as they went into the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a
white robe sitting on the right side; and theywere alarmed. 6But he said
to them, “Do not be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified. He has been raised! He is not here. Look, there is
the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples, even Peter,
that he is going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there, just
as he told you.” 8 Then they went out and ran from the tomb, for terror
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and bewilderment had seized them. And they said nothing to anyone,
because they were afraid.

The Longer Ending ofMark
9 [[Early on the first day of the week, after he arose, he appeared first

toMaryMagdalene, fromwhomhehaddriven out seven demons. 10She
went out and told those who were with him, while they were mourning
and weeping. 11 And when they heard that he was alive and had been
seen by her, they did not believe.

12After this he appeared in a different form to two of themwhile they
were on theirway to the country. 13Theywent back and told the rest, but
theydidnot believe them. 14Thenhe appeared to the eleven themselves,
while they were eating, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen him
resurrected. 15He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. 16 The one who believes and is baptized will
be saved, but the one who does not believe will be condemned. 17These
signswill accompany thosewho believe: Inmy name theywill drive out
demons; they will speak in new languages; 18 they will pick up snakes
with their hands, and whatever poison they drink will not harm them;
they will place their hands on the sick and they will be well.” 19 After
the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and
sat down at the right hand of God. 20 They went out and proclaimed
everywhere, while the Lordworkedwith them and confirmed theword
through the accompanying signs.]]
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Luke
Explanatory Preface

1Nowmany have undertaken to compile an account of the things that
have been fulfilled among us, 2 like the accounts passed on to us by those
who were eyewitnesses and servants of the word from the beginning.
3 So it seemed good to me as well, because I have followed all things
carefully from the beginning, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know for certain the things you
were taught.

Birth Announcement of John the Baptist
5During the reign of Herod king of Judea, there lived a priest named

Zechariah who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah, and he had
a wife named Elizabeth, who was a descendant of Aaron. 6 They were
both righteous in the sight of God, following all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blamelessly. 7 But they did not have a child,
because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both very old.

8 Now while Zechariah was serving as priest before God when his
division was on duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom
of the priesthood, to enter the holy place of the Lord and burn incense.
10Now the whole crowd of people were praying outside at the hour of
the incense offering. 11Anangel of the Lord, standing on the right side of
the altar of incense, appeared to him. 12And Zechariah, visibly shaken
when he saw the angel, was seized with fear. 13 But the angel said to
him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son; you will name him John. 14 Joy
and gladness will come to you, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for
he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or
strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his
birth. 16He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
17And he will go as forerunner before the Lord in the spirit and power
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to their children and the
disobedient to thewisdomof the just, tomakeready for theLordapeople
prepared for him.”

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? For I am an
old man, and my wife is old as well.” 19 The angel answered him, “I am
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to
you and to bring you this good news. 20 And now, because you did not
believemywords, whichwill be fulfilled in their time, youwill be silent,
unable to speak, until the day these things take place.”

21 Now the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they began to
wonder why he was delayed in the holy place. 22When he came out, he
was not able to speak to them. They realized that he had seen a vision
in the holy place, because he was making signs to them and remained
unable to speak. 23When his time of service was over, he went to his
home.

24 After some time his wife Elizabeth became pregnant, and for five
months she kept herself in seclusion. She said, 25 “This is what the Lord
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has done for me at the time when he has been gracious to me, to take
awaymy disgrace among people.”

Birth Announcement of Jesus theMessiah
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was

sent by God to a town of Galilee calledNazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to
a man whose name was Joseph, a descendant of David, and the virgin’s
name was Mary. 28 The angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled by his words
and began to wonder about themeaning of this greeting. 30So the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God!
31Listen: Youwill become pregnant and give birth to a son, and youwill
namehim Jesus. 32Hewill be great, andwill be called the Sonof theMost
High, and theLordGodwill givehim the throneof his fatherDavid. 33He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never
end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I have not had
sexual relations with a man?” 35The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of
God.

36 “And look, your relative Elizabeth has also become pregnant with
a son in her old age – although she was called barren, she is now in her
sixth month! 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 So Mary
said, “Yes, I am a servant of the Lord; let this happen to me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Mary and Elizabeth
39 In thosedaysMarygotupandwenthurriedly into thehill country, to

a townof Judah, 40andenteredZechariah’s house andgreetedElizabeth.
41When Elizabeth heardMary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 She exclaimed with a
loud voice, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child in
your womb! 43And who am I that the mother of my Lord should come
and visit me? 44 For the instant the sound of your greeting reached my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who
believed that what was spoken to her by the Lord would be fulfilled.”

Mary’s Hymn of Praise
46AndMary said,

“My soul exalts the Lord,
47andmy spirit has begun to rejoice in Godmy Savior,
48because he has looked upon the humble state of his servant.
For from now on all generations will call me blessed,
49because hewho ismighty has done great things forme, and holy is his

name;
50 from generation to generation he is merciful to those who fear him.
51 He has demonstrated power with his arm; he has scattered those

whose pride wells up from the sheer arrogance of their hearts.
52He has brought down themighty from their thrones, and has lifted up

those of lowly position;
53he has filled the hungry with good things, and has sent the rich away

empty.
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54He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his mercy,
55 as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants

forever.”
56 So Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then re-

turned to her home.
The Birth of John

57Nowthe timecameforElizabeth tohaveherbaby, andshegavebirth
to a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they
wanted to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother
replied, “No! He must be named John.” 61 They said to her, “But none
of your relatives bears this name.” 62 So they made signs to the baby’s
father, inquiring what he wanted to name his son. 63 He asked for a
writing tablet andwrote, “His name is John.” And theywere all amazed.
64 Immediately Zechariah’s mouth was opened and his tongue released,
and he spoke, blessing God. 65All their neighbors were filled with fear,
and throughout the entire hill country of Judea all these things were
talked about. 66 All who heard these things kept them in their hearts,
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the Lord’s hand was indeed
with him.

Zechariah’s Praise and Prediction
67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and

prophesied,
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
because he has come to help and has redeemed his people.
69 For he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his

servant David,
70as he spoke through themouth of his holy prophets from long ago,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies,
and from the hand of all who hate us.
72He has done this to showmercy to our ancestors,
and to remember his holy covenant –
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham.
This oath grants
74 that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies,
may serve himwithout fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him for as long as we live.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High.
For you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of

their sins.
78Because of our God’s tender mercy
the dawnwill break upon us from on high
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 And the child kept growing and becoming strong in spirit, and he
was in the wilderness until the day he was revealed to Israel.
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2
1Nowin thosedays adecreewent out fromCaesarAugustus to register

all the empire for taxes. 2 This was the first registration, taken when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 Everyone went to his own town
to be registered. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth
because he was of the house and family line of David. 5He went to be
registered with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him, and who
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son andwrapped
him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds’Visit
8 Now there were shepherds nearby living out in the field, keeping

guard over their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
absolutely terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid!
Listen carefully, for I proclaim to you good news that brings great joy
to all the people: 11 Today your Savior is born in the city of David. He
is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: You will find a baby
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a vast,
heavenly army appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among people with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, that the Lord hasmade known to us.” 16So they hurried
off and located Mary and Joseph, and found the baby lying in a manger.
17When they saw him, they related what they had been told about this
child, 18andallwhoheard itwereastonishedatwhat the shepherds said.
19 But Mary treasured up all these words, pondering in her heart what
they might mean. 20 So the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen; everything was just as they had
been told.

21At the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was named
Jesus, thenamegivenby theangel beforehewas conceived in thewomb.

Jesus’ Presentation at the Temple
22Nowwhen the time came for their purification according to the law

ofMoses, Joseph andMary brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord 23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord, “ Every firstborn
malewill be set apart to the Lord” ), 24and to offer a sacrifice according to
what is specified in the law of the Lord,
a pair|strong="G2201" of doves of doves
or|strong="G2228" two young pigeons.
The Prophecy of Simeon

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon who was righ-
teousanddevout, looking for therestorationof Israel, and theHolySpirit
was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
wouldnotdiebeforehehadseen theLord’sChrist. 27SoSimeon, directed
by the Spirit, came into the temple courts, andwhen theparents brought
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in the child Jesus to do for himwhatwas customary according to the law,
28 Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God, saying,
29 “Now, according to yourword, Sovereign Lord, permit your servant to

depart in peace.
30Formy eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples:
32a light,
for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 So the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said
about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,
“Listen carefully: This child is destined to be the cause of the falling and
rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be rejected. 35 Indeed,
as a result of him the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed – and a
sword will pierce your own soul as well!”

The Testimony of Anna
36 There was also a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the

tribe of Asher. She was very old, having been married to her husband
for seven years until his death. 37 She had lived as a widow since then
for eighty-four years. She never left the temple, worshipingwith fasting
and prayer night and day. 38At that moment, she came up to them and
began to give thanks to God and to speak about the child to all whowere
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 So when Joseph and Mary had performed everything according
to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom,
and the favor of God was upon him.

Jesus in the Temple
41Now Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem every year for the feast of the

Passover. 42When he was twelve years old, they went up according to
custom. 43 But when the feast was over, as they were returning home,
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it,
44 but (because they assumed that he was in their group of travelers)
they went a day’s journey. Then they began to look for him among
their relatives and acquaintances. 45When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to look for him. 46After threedays they foundhim
in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking themquestions. 47Andallwhoheard Jesuswereastonishedathis
understandingandhis answers. 48Whenhisparents sawhim, theywere
overwhelmed. His mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us
like this? Look, your father and I have been looking for you anxiously.”
49But he replied, “Whywere you looking forme? Didn’t you know that I
must be inmy Father’s house?” 50Yet his parents did not understand the
remark hemade to them. 51Then he went downwith them and came to
Nazareth, andwas obedient to them. But hismother kept all these things
in her heart.

52And Jesus increased inwisdomand in stature, and in favorwithGod
andwith people.
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3
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius

Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and
his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Iturea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, theword of God came to John the son of Zechariah
in the wilderness. 3Hewent into all the region around the Jordan River,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one shouting in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make his paths straight*.
5 Every valley will be filled,
and everymountain and hill will be brought low,
and the crookedwill bemade straight,
and the roughwayswill bemade smooth,
6 and all humanity
will see|strong="G3700" the salvation of God.’ ”

7 So John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You
offspring of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
8 Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance, and don’t begin
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that
God can raise up children for Abraham from these stones! 9 Even now
the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 So the crowds were asking him, “What then should we do?” 11 John
answered them, “The person who has two tunics must share with the
person who has none, and the person who has food must do likewise.”
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher,
what should we do?” 13 He told them, “Collect no more than you are
required to.” 14Then some soldiers also asked him, “And as for us –what
should we do?” He told them, “Take money from no one by violence or
by false accusation, and be content with your pay.”

15 While the people were filled with anticipation and they all won-
deredwhether perhaps John could be the Christ, 16 John answered them
all, “I baptize youwithwater, but onemorepowerful than I am is coming
– I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you
with theHolySpirit andfire. 17Hiswinnowing fork is inhishand to clean
out his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his storehouse, but
the chaff he will burn upwith inextinguishable fire.”

18 And in this way, with many other exhortations, John proclaimed
good news to the people. 19But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch
because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil deeds
that he had done, 20Herod added this to them all: He locked up John in
prison.

The Baptism of Jesus
21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus also was baptized.

And while he was praying, the heavens opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You aremy one dear Son; in you I take great delight.”
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The Genealogy of Jesus
23So Jesus, when he began hisministry, was about thirty years old. He

was the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of
Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of
Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the
son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan,
the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of
Neri, 28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of
Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of
Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son
of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the
son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan,
the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,
the son of Sala, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of
Admin, the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of
Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son
of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of
Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of
Arphaxad, the sonof Shem, the sonofNoah, the sonofLamech, 37 the son
of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel,
the son of Kenan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
the son of God.

4
1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River

and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he
endured temptations from the devil. He ate nothing during those days,
andwhen theywerecompleted, hewas famished. 3Thedevil said tohim,
“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to becomebread.” 4 Jesus
answered him, “It is written, ‘ Mandoes not live by bread alone.’ ”

5 Then the devil led him up to a high place and showed him in a flash
all the kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, “To you I will grant
this whole realm – and the glory that goes along with it, for it has been
relinquished tome, and I cangive it to anyone Iwish. 7So then, if youwill
worshipme, all this will be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘
Youare toworship the Lord yourGod and serve only him.’ ”

9 Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem, had him stand on the
highest point of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, ‘ Hewill command
his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 11 and ‘ with their hands
they will lift you up, so that you will not strike your foot against
a stone.’ ” 12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘ You are not to put the
Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13 So when the devil had completed every
temptation, he departed from him until a more opportune time.

The Beginning of Jesus’Ministry in Galilee
14Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and news

about him spread throughout the surrounding countryside. 15He began
to teach in their synagogues and was praised by all.

Rejection at Nazareth
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16Now Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and
went into the synagogueon the Sabbathday, aswashis custom. He stood
up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
18 “ The Spirit of the Lord is uponme,
because he has anointedme to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sentme to proclaim release to the captives
and the regaining of sight to the blind,
to set free thosewho are oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagoguewerefixedonhim. 21Then
he began to tell them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled even as
you heard it being read.” 22 All were speaking well of him, and were
amazed at the gracious words coming out of his mouth. They said, “Isn’t
this Joseph’s son?” 23 Jesus said to them, “No doubt you will quote to me
the proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ and say, ‘What we have heard
that you did in Capernaum, do here in your hometown too.’ ” 24And he
added, “I tell you the truth, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.
25 But in truth I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s
days, when the sky was shut up three and a half years, and there was a
great famine over all the land. 26Yet Elijahwas sent to none of them, but
only to a woman who was a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27And there
were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, yet none
of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard
this, all the people in the synagoguewere filledwith rage. 29They got up,
forced him out of the town, and brought him to the brow of the hill on
which their townwas built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.
30But he passed through the crowd andwent on his way.

Ministry in Capernaum
31 So he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the

Sabbath he began to teach the people. 32 They were amazed at his
teaching, because he spoke with authority.

33 Now in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an
unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! Leave us
alone, Jesus the Nazarene! Have you come to destroy us? I know who
youare – theHolyOneofGod.” 35But Jesus rebukedhim: “Silence! Come
out of him!” Then, after the demon threw the man down in their midst,
he came out of him without hurting him. 36 They were all amazed and
began to say to oneanother, “What’s happeninghere? Forwith authority
and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 So
the news about him spread into all areas of the region.

38 After Jesus left the synagogue, he entered Simon’s house. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked
Jesus to help her. 39 So he stood over her, commanded the fever, and it
left her. Immediately she got up and began to serve them.

40 As the sun was setting, all those who had any relatives sick with
various diseases brought them to Jesus. He placed his hands on every
one of them and healed them. 41Demons also came out of many, crying
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out, “You are the Son ofGod!” But he rebuked them, andwouldnot allow
them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.

42The next morning Jesus departed and went to a deserted place. Yet
the crowds were seeking him, and they came to him and tried to keep
him from leaving them. 43 But Jesus said to them, “I must proclaim the
goodnewsof the kingdomofGod to the other towns too, for that iswhat I
was sent to do.” 44So he continued to preach in the synagogues of Judea.

5
1Now Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd

was pressing around him to hear the word of God. 2He saw two boats
by the lake, but the fishermen had gotten out of them andwerewashing
their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked
him to put out a little way from the shore. Then Jesus sat down and
taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished speaking, he
said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and lower your nets for a
catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, weworked hard all night and caught
nothing! But at your word I will lower the nets.” 6When they had done
this, they caught so many fish that their nets started to tear. 7 So they
motioned to their partners in the other boat to come andhelp them. And
they came and filled both boats, so that they were about to sink. 8 But
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For Peter and all who were
with himwere astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10and
so were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who were Simon’s business
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on
you will be catching people.” 11 So when they had brought their boats
to shore, they left everything and followed him.

Healing a Leper
12While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came to him who was

covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he bowed downwith his face
to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make
me clean.” 13 So he stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I
am willing. Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 Then
he ordered the man to tell no one, but commanded him, “Go and show
yourself to a priest, and bring the offering for your cleansing, as Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.” 15But the news about him spread
even more, and large crowds were gathering together to hear him and
to be healed of their illnesses. 16 Yet Jesus himself frequently withdrew
to the wilderness and prayed.

Healing and Forgiving a Paralytic
17 Now on one of those days, while he was teaching, there were

Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting nearby (who had come from
every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem), and the power
of the Lord was with him to heal. 18 Just then some men showed up,
carrying a paralyzed man on a stretcher. They were trying to bring him
in and place him before Jesus. 19 But since they found no way to carry
him in because of the crowd, theywent up on the roof and let him down
on the stretcher through the roof tiles right in front of Jesus. 20When
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Jesus saw their faith he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 21 Then
the experts in the law and the Pharisees began to think to themselves,
“Who is this man who is uttering blasphemies? Who can forgive sins
but God alone?” 22When Jesus perceived their hostile thoughts, he said
to them, “Why are you raising objections within yourselves? 23Which
is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’?
24But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins” – he said to the paralyzedman – “I tell you, stand up, take
your stretcher and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up before them,
picked up the stretcher he had been lying on, andwent home, glorifying
God. 26Then astonishment seized them all, and they glorified God. They
were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen incredible things today.”

The Call of Levi; Eatingwith Sinners
27After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi sitting

at the tax booth. “Follow me,” he said to him. 28 And he got up and
followed him, leaving everything behind.

29 Then Levi gave a great banquet in his house for Jesus, and there
was a large crowd of tax collectors and others sitting at the table with
them. 30 But the Pharisees and their experts in the law complained to
his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and
sinners?” 31 Jesus answered them, “Those who are well don’t need a
physician, but those who are sick do. 32 I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

The Superiority of the New
33Then they said to him, “John’s disciples frequently fast andpray, and

so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours continue to eat and drink.”
34So Jesus said to them, “You cannotmake thewedding guests fast while
the bridegroom iswith them, can you? 35But those days are coming, and
when the bridegroom is taken from them, at that time they will fast.”
36Healso told themaparable: “Noone tears apatch fromanewgarment
and sews it on an old garment. If he does, hewill have torn the new, and
the piece from the newwill not match the old. 37And no one pours new
wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins
and will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38 Instead newwine
must be poured into new wineskins. 39No one after drinking old wine
wants the new, for he says, ‘The old is good enough.’ ”

6
1 Jesus was going through the grain fields on a Sabbath, and his

disciples picked some heads of wheat, rubbed them in their hands, and
ate them. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what
is against the law on the Sabbath?” 3 Jesus answered them, “Haven’t
you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry
– 4 how he entered the house of God, took and ate the sacred bread,
which is not lawful for any to eat but the priests alone, and gave it to
his companions?” 5Then he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the
Sabbath.”

Healing aWithered Hand
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6On another Sabbath, Jesus entered the synagogue and was teaching.
Now a man was there whose right hand was withered. 7 The experts in
the law and the Pharisees watched Jesus closely to see if he would heal
on the Sabbath, so that they could find a reason to accuse him. 8But he
knew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the withered hand,
“Get up and stand here.” So he rose and stood there. 9Then Jesus said to
them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath or to do evil, to
save a life or to destroy it?” 10After looking around at them all, he said
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” The man did so, and his hand was
restored. 11But they were filled with mindless rage and began debating
with one another what they would do to Jesus.

Choosing the Twelve Apostles
12Now it was during this time that Jesus went out to the mountain to

pray, and he spent all night in prayer to God. 13When morning came,
he called his disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named
apostles: 14Simon (whomhenamedPeter), andhisbrotherAndrew; and
James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15Matthew, Thomas, James the son of
Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas the son of James,
and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

The Sermon on the Plain
17 Then he came down with them and stood on a level place. And a

large number of his disciples had gathered along with a vast multitude
from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, They came to hear him and to be
healed of their diseases, 18 and those who suffered from unclean spirits
were cured. 19Thewhole crowdwas trying to touchhim, because power
was coming out from him and healing them all.

20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God belongs to you.
21 “Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.
“Blessed are you whoweep now, for you will laugh.
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you

and insult you and reject you as evil on account of the Son ofMan!
23 Rejoice in that day, and jump for joy, because your reward is
great in heaven. For their ancestors did the same things to the
prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your comfort
already.

25 “Woe to you who are well satisfied with food now, for you will be
hungry.

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn andweep.
26 “Woe to youwhen all people speakwell of you, for their ancestors did

the same things to the false prophets.
27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do good to

those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who
mistreat you. 29 To the person who strikes you on the cheek, offer the
other as well, and from the person who takes away your coat, do not
withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and do
not ask for your possessions back from thepersonwho takes themaway.
31Treat others in the sameway that you would want them to treat you.
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32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same. 34And
if you lend to those fromwhomyouhope to be repaid, what credit is that
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, so that they may be repaid in full.
35But love your enemies, anddo good, and lend, expecting nothing back.
Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High,
because he is kind to ungrateful and evil people. 36 Be merciful, just as
your Father is merciful.

DoNot Judge Others
37 “Do not judge, and youwill not be judged; do not condemn, and you

will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and
it will be given to you: A goodmeasure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be poured into your lap. For themeasure you usewill
be themeasure you receive.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Someone who is blind cannot lead
anotherwho is blind, canhe? Won’t they both fall into a pit? 40Adisciple
is not greater than his teacher, but everyone when fully trained will be
like his teacher. 41Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, but
fail to see the beam of wood in your own? 42How can you say to your
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck from your eye,’ while you
yourself don’t see the beam in your own? You hypocrite! First remove
the beam fromyour owneye, and then you can see clearly to remove the
speck from your brother’s eye.

43“Fornogood treebearsbad fruit, noragaindoesabad treebeargood
fruit, 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered
from thorns, nor are grapes picked from brambles. 45 The good person
out of the good treasury of his heart produces good, and the evil person
out of his evil treasury produces evil, for his mouth speaks from what
fills his heart.

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do what I tell you?
47 “Everyonewho comes tome and listens tomywords and puts them

into practice – I will showyouwhat he is like: 48He is like amanbuilding
ahouse,whodugdowndeep, and laid the foundation onbedrock. When
a flood came, the river burst against that house but could not shake it,
because it had been well built. 49 But the person who hears and does
not put my words into practice is like a man who built a house on the
ground without a foundation. When the river burst against that house,
it collapsed immediately, and was utterly destroyed!”

7
1 After Jesus had finished teaching all this to the people, he entered

Capernaum. 2A centurion there had a slave who was highly regarded,
but who was sick and at the point of death. 3When the centurion heard
about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and
heal his slave. 4When they came to Jesus, they urged him earnestly, “He
is worthy to have you do this for him, 5because he loves our nation, and
even built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. When he was not
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do
not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my
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roof. 7 That is why I did not presume to come to you. Instead, say the
word, and my servant must be healed. 8 For I too am a man set under
authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes,
and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he
does it.” 9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him. He turned and
said to the crowd that followed him, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I
found such faith!” 10 So when those who had been sent returned to the
house, they found the slave well.

Raising aWidow’s Son
11 Soon afterward Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples

and a large crowd went with him. 12As he approached the town gate, a
manwhohaddiedwasbeingcarriedout, theonly sonofhismother (who
was a widow ), and a large crowd from the town was with her. 13When
the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not
weep.” 14Then he came up and touched the bier, and those who carried
it stoodstill. He said, “Youngman, I say toyou, getup!” 15So thedeadman
sat up andbegan to speak, and Jesus gave himback to hismother. 16Fear
seized them all, and they began to glorify God, saying, “A great prophet
has appeared among us!” and “God has come to help his people!” 17This
report about Jesus circulated throughout Judea and all the surrounding
country.

Jesus and John the Baptist
18 John’s disciples informed him about all these things. So John called

two of his disciples 19and sent them to Jesus to ask, “Are you the onewho
is to come, or should we look for another?” 20When the men came to
Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the
onewho is to come, or shouldwe look for another?’ ” 21At that very time
Jesus cured many people of diseases, sicknesses, and evil spirits, and
granted sight to many who were blind. 22 So he answered them, “Go tell
Johnwhat youhave seen andheard: Theblind see, the lamewalk, lepers
are cleansed, thedeaf hear, the deadare raised, thepoorhave goodnews
proclaimed to them. 23Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

24 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A
reed shaken by the wind? 25What did you go out to see? Aman dressed
in fancy clothes? Look, those who wear fancy clothes and live in luxury
are in kings’ courts! 26What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, andmore thanaprophet. 27This is theoneaboutwhomit iswritten,
‘ Look, I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,
who|strong="G3739" will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you,

among those born of women no one is greater than John. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he is.” 29 (Now all
the people who heard this, even the tax collectors, acknowledged God’s
justice, because theyhadbeenbaptizedwith John’sbaptism. 30However,
the Pharisees and the experts in religious law rejectedGod’s purpose for
themselves, because they had not been baptized by John. )

31 “To what then should I compare the people of this generation, and
what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace
and calling out to one another,
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‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance;
we wailed inmourning, yet you did not weep.’

33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no
wine, andyousay, ‘Hehasademon!’ 34TheSonofManhas comeeating
anddrinking, andyou say, ‘Lookathim, a gluttonandadrunk, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 But wisdom is vindicated by all her
children.”
Jesus’Anointing

36Now one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so
hewent into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. 37Then
when a woman of that town, who was a sinner, learned that Jesus was
dining at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfumed
oil. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet
his feet with her tears. She wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and
anointed them with the perfumed oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who
had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If thismanwere a prophet,
he would know who and what kind of woman this is who is touching
him, that she is a sinner.” 40 So Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have
something to say to you.” He replied, “Say it, Teacher.” 41 “A certain
creditor had two debtors; one owed him five hundred silver coins, and
the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he canceled the debts of both.
Nowwhich of themwill love himmore?” 43Simon answered, “I suppose
the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” Jesus said to him, “You have
judged rightly.” 44 Then, turning toward the woman, he said to Simon,
“Do you see this woman? I entered your house. You gave me no water
formy feet, but she has wetmy feet with her tears andwiped themwith
her hair. 45You gave me no kiss of greeting, but from the time I entered
she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with
oil, but she has anointed my feet with perfumed oil. 47 Therefore I tell
you, her sins, which were many, are forgiven, thus she loved much; but
the onewho is forgiven little loves little.” 48Then Jesus said to her, “Your
sins are forgiven.” 49But those who were at the table with him began to
say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50He said
to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

8
1Some timeafterwardhewent on through townsandvillages, preach-

ing and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve
were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil
spirits and disabilities: Mary (called Magdalene), from whom seven
demons had gone out, 3and Joanna thewife of Cuza (Herod’s household
manager), Susanna, andmanyotherswhoprovided for themout of their
own resources.

The Parable of the Sower
4While a large crowdwas gathering and people were coming to Jesus

from one town after another, he spoke to them in a parable: 5 “A sower
went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path
and was trampled on, and the wild birds devoured it. 6Other seed fell
on rock, and when it came up, it withered because it had no moisture.
7Other seed fell among the thorns, and they grew upwith it and choked
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it. 8But other seed fell on good soil and grew, and it produced a hundred
times as much grain.” As he said this, he called out, “The one who has
ears to hear had better listen!”

9 Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said,
“Youhavebeengiven theopportunity toknowthesecretsof thekingdom
of God, but for others they are in parables, so that although they see
theymaynot see, andalthough theyhear theymaynot understand.

11 “Now the parable means this: The seed is the word of God. 12Those
along the path are the ones who have heard; then the devil comes and
takes away theword from their hearts, so that theymay not believe and
be saved. 13Thoseon the rockare theoneswhoreceive thewordwith joy
when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but
in a time of testing fall away. 14 As for the seed that fell among thorns,
these are the oneswho hear, but as they go on their way they are choked
by the worries and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not
mature. 15But as for the seed that landed on good soil, these are the ones
who, after hearing the word, cling to it with an honest and good heart,
and bear fruit with steadfast endurance.

Showing the Light
16 “No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a jar or puts it under a

bed, but puts it on a lampstand so that those who come in can see the
light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing
concealed that will not bemade known and brought to light. 18 So listen
carefully, for whoever has will be given more, but whoever does not
have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.”

Jesus’ True Family
19Now Jesus’mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not

get near him because of the crowd. 20 So he was told, “Your mother and
yourbrothersare standingoutside,wanting to seeyou.” 21Buthe replied
to them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of
God and do it.”

Stilling of a Storm
22 One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples and said to them,

“Let’s go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set out, 23 and as
they sailed he fell asleep. Now a violent windstorm came down on the
lake, and the boat started filling upwithwater, and theywere in danger.
24 They came and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are about to
die!” So he got up and rebuked thewind and the ragingwaves; they died
down, and it was calm. 25 Then he said to them, “Where is your faith?”
But they were afraid and amazed, saying to one another, “Who then is
this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him!”

Healing of a Demoniac
26So they sailed over to the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite

Galilee. 27As Jesus steppedashore, a certainman from the townmethim
who was possessed by demons. For a long time this man had worn no
clothes and had not lived in a house, but among the tombs. 28When he
saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before him, and shouted with a loud
voice, “Leave me alone, Jesus, Son of the Most High God! I beg you, do
not torment me!” 29 For Jesus had started commanding the evil spirit to
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come out of the man. (For it had seized him many times, so he would
be boundwith chains and shackles and kept under guard. But hewould
break the restraints and be driven by the demon into deserted places.)
30 Jesus thenaskedhim, “What is yourname?” Hesaid, “Legion,”because
many demons had entered him. 31 And they began to beg him not to
order them to depart into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was
feeding there on the hillside, and the demonic spirits begged Jesus to let
them go into them. He gave them permission. 33 So the demons came
out of theman andwent into the pigs, and the herd of pigs rushed down
the steep slope into the lake and drowned. 34When the herdsmen saw
what had happened, they ran off and spread the news in the town and
countryside. 35 So the people went out to see what had happened, and
they came to Jesus. They found the man from whom the demons had
gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his right mind, and they
were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the man who had
been demon-possessed had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the
Gerasenes and the surrounding region asked Jesus to leave them alone,
for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and left.
38Theman fromwhom the demons had gone out begged to gowith him,
but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare
what God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout
the whole townwhat Jesus had done for him.

Restoration andHealing
40Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, because they

were all waiting for him. 41 Then a man named Jairus, who was a ruler
of the synagogue, came up. Falling at Jesus’ feet, he pleaded with him
to come to his house, 42 because he had an only daughter, about twelve
years old, and she was dying.
As Jesus was on his way, the crowds pressed around him. 43 Now a

womanwas therewhohadbeensuffering fromahemorrhage for twelve
years but could not be healed by anyone. 44 She came up behind Jesus
and touched the edge of his cloak, and at once the bleeding stopped.
45 Then Jesus asked, “Who was it who touched me?” When they all
denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds are surrounding you and
pressing against you!” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I
know that power has gone out from me.” 47When the woman saw that
she could not escape notice, she came trembling and fell down before
him. In the presence of all the people, she explained why she had
touched him and how she had been immediately healed. 48Then he said
to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”

49 While he was still speaking, someone from the synagogue ruler’s
house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher
any longer.” 50But when Jesus heard this, he told him, “Do not be afraid;
just believe, and shewill be healed.” 51Nowwhen he came to the house,
Jesus did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John, and James,
and the child’s father and mother. 52 Now they were all wailing and
mourning for her, but he said, “Stop your weeping; she is not dead but
asleep.” 53And they began making fun of him, because they knew that
she was dead. 54But Jesus gently took her by the hand and said, “Child,
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get up.” 55Her spirit returned, and she got up immediately. Then he told
them to give her something to eat. 56Her parents were astonished, but
he ordered them to tell no one what had happened.

9
1 After Jesus called the twelve together, he gave them power and

authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out
to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3He said to them,
“Take nothing for your journey – no staff, no bag, no bread, no money,
and do not take an extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there
until you leave the area. 5 Wherever they do not receive you, as you
leave that town, shake thedustoffyour feet asa testimonyagainst them.”
6Then they departed andwent throughout the villages, proclaiming the
good news and healing people everywhere.

Herod’s Confusion about Jesus
7NowHerod the tetrarchheard about everything thatwas happening,

andhewas thoroughlyperplexed, because somepeoplewere saying that
John had been raised from the dead, 8 while others were saying that
Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long
ago had risen. 9Herod said, “I had John beheaded, but who is this about
whom I hear such things?” So Herod wanted to learn about Jesus.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand
10 When the apostles returned, they told Jesus everything they had

done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew privately to a
town called Bethsaida. 11But when the crowds found out, they followed
him. He welcomed them, spoke to them about the kingdom of God,
and cured those who needed healing. 12 Now the day began to draw
to a close, so the twelve came and said to Jesus, “Send the crowd away,
so they can go into the surrounding villages and countryside and find
lodging and food, because we are in an isolated place.” 13 But he said
to them, “You give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have no
more than five loaves and two fish – unless we go and buy food for all
these people.” 14 (Now about five thousand men were there.) Then he
said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.”
15 So they did as Jesus directed, and the people all sat down.

16 Then he took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven he gave thanks and broke them. He gave them to the disciples
to set before the crowd. 17They all ate and were satisfied, and what was
left over was picked up – twelve baskets of broken pieces.

Peter’s Confession
18 Once when Jesus was praying by himself, and his disciples were

nearby, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 They
answered, “John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others that one
of the prophets of long ago has risen.” 20Then he said to them, “But who
do you say that I am?” Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 21 But he
forcefully commanded them not to tell this to anyone, 22 saying, “The
Son of Manmust suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised.”
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A Call to Discipleship
23Thenhe said to themall, “If anyonewants to becomemy follower, he

must denyhimself, takeuphis cross daily, and followme. 24Forwhoever
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
will save it. 25 For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole
world but loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me
and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he
comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.
27 But I tell you most certainly, there are some standing here who will
not experience death before they see the kingdom of God.”

The Transfiguration
28Now about eight days after these sayings, Jesus tookwith him Peter,

John, and James, andwentup themountain topray. 29Ashewaspraying,
the appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes became
very bright, a brilliant white. 30Then twomen, Moses and Elijah, began
talkingwithhim. 31Theyappeared in glorious splendor and spokeabout
his departure that he was about to carry out at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter
and those with him were quite sleepy, but as they became fully awake,
they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 Then as the
men were starting to leave, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us
to be here. Let us make three shelters, one for you and one for Moses
andone forElijah” –notknowingwhathewas saying. 34Ashewas saying
this, a cloud cameandovershadowed them, and theywere afraid as they
entered the cloud. 35 Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is
my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him!” 36After the voice had spoken,
Jesus was found alone. So they kept silent and told no one at that time
anything of what they had seen.

Healing a Boywith an Unclean Spirit
37Nowon thenext day,when theyhad comedown from themountain,

a large crowd met him. 38 Then a man from the crowd cried out,
“Teacher, I beg you to look at my son – he is my only child! 39 A spirit
seizes him, and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions
and causes him to foam at the mouth. It hardly ever leaves him alone,
torturing him severely. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they
could not do so.” 41 Jesus answered, “You unbelieving and perverse
generation! Howmuch longermust I bewithyouandendureyou? Bring
your son here.” 42 As the boy was approaching, the demon threw him
to the ground and shook him with convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the
unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 Then
they were all astonished at themighty power of God.

Another Prediction of Jesus’ Suffering
Butwhile the entire crowdwas amazed at everything Jesuswas doing,

he said to his disciples, 44 “Take these words to heart, for the Son of
Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.” 45But they did not
understand this statement; its meaning had been concealed from them,
so that they could not grasp it. Yet theywere afraid to ask him about this
statement.

Concerning the Greatest
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46Now an argument started among the disciples as to which of them
might be the greatest. 47 But when Jesus discerned their innermost
thoughts, he took a child, had him stand by his side, 48 and said to them,
“Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me, for the one who is least
among you all is the one who is great.”

On the Right Side
49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in

your name, and we tried to stop him because he is not a disciple along
with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for whoever is not
against you is for you.”

Rejection in Samaria
51Now when the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set out

resolutely to go to Jerusalem. 52He sentmessengers on ahead of him. As
they went along, they entered a Samaritan village to make things ready
in advance for him, 53but the villagers refused towelcome him, because
he was determined to go to Jerusalem. 54Nowwhen his disciples James
and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to call fire to come
down from heaven and consume them?” 55But Jesus turned and rebuked
them, 56and they went on to another village.

Challenging Professed Followers
57 As they were walking along the road, someone said to him, “I will

follow youwherever you go.” 58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens and
the birds in the sky have nests, but the Son ofMan has no place to lay his
head.” 59 Jesus said toanother, “Followme.” Buthereplied, “Lord, first let
me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury
their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say goodbye
tomy family.” 62 Jesus said to him, “Noonewhoputs his hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

10
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on

aheadofhimtwoby two intoevery townandplacewherehehimselfwas
about to go. 2He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into
his harvest. 3Go! I amsending youout like lambs surroundedbywolves.
4 Do not carry a money bag, a traveler’s bag, or sandals, and greet no
one on the road. 5Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘May peace be
on this house!’ 6 And if a peace-loving person is there, your peace will
remain on him, but if not, it will return to you. 7Stay in that same house,
eating and drinkingwhat they give you, for theworker deserves his pay.
Do notmove around fromhouse to house. 8Whenever you enter a town
and the people welcome you, eat what is set before you. 9Heal the sick
in that town and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come upon you!’
10 But whenever you enter a town and the people do not welcome you,
go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to
our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this: The kingdom
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of God has come.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for
Sodom than for that town!

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles
done in you had been done in Tyre they would have repented long ago,
sitting in sackclothandashes. 14But itwill bemorebearable forTyreand
Sidon in the judgment than for you! 15And you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to heaven? No, you will be thrown down to Hades!

16 “The one who listens to you listens to me, and the one who rejects
you rejectsme, and the onewho rejectsme rejects the onewho sentme.”

17 Then the seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the
demons submit to us in your name!” 18 So he said to them, “I saw Satan
fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Look, I have given you authority to
tread on snakes and scorpions and on the full force of the enemy, and
nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice that the spirits
submit to you, but rejoice that your names stand written in heaven.”

21On that same occasion Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I
praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and intelligent, and revealed them to little
children. Yes, Father, for this was your gracious will. 22All things have
been given to me bymy Father. No one knows who the Son is except the
Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone towhom the Son
decides to reveal him.”

23Then Jesus turned tohis disciples and saidprivately, “Blessedare the
eyes that seewhat you see! 24For I tell you thatmanyprophets and kings
longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear
but did not hear it.”

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25 Now an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus, saying,

“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him,
“What is written in the law? How do you understand it?” 27 The expert
answered, “Love the Lord yourGodwith all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as
yourself.” 28 Jesus said tohim, “Youhaveanswered correctly; do this, and
you will live.”

29But the expert, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “Andwho is
my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “Amanwas going down from Jerusalem
and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him up, and
went off, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going
down that road, but when he saw the injured man he passed by on the
other side. 32So too a Levite, when he came up to the place and sawhim,
passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan who was traveling came
towhere the injuredmanwas, andwhenhe sawhim, he felt compassion
for him. 34Hewent up to himandbandaged hiswounds, pouring oil and
wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins
and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, andwhatever
else you spend, I will repay you when I come back this way.’ 36Which of
these three do you think became a neighbor to themanwho fell into the
hands of the robbers?” 37The expert in religious law said, “The onewho
showedmercy to him.” So Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.”
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Jesus andMartha
38Nowas theywent on theirway, Jesus entereda certain villagewhere

a woman named Martha welcomed him as a guest. 39 She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he said.
40But Martha was distracted with all the preparations she had to make,
so she came up to him and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has
left me to do all the work alone? Tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about
many things, 42but one thing is needed. Mary has chosen the best part;
it will not be taken away from her.”

11
1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he stopped, one of

his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his
disciples.” 2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, may your name be honored;
may your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread,
4and forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And do not lead us into temptation.”

5Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
6 because a friend of mine has stopped here while on a journey, and I
have nothing to set before him.’ 7Then hewill reply from inside, ‘Do not
bother me. The door is already shut, andmy children and I are in bed. I
cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though the man
insidewill not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet
because of the first man’s sheer persistence he will get up and give him
whatever he needs.

9 “So I tell you: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and youwill find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the
door will be opened. 11What father among you, if your son asks for a
fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if he asks for an egg,
will give hima scorpion? 13 If you then, although you are evil, knowhow
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Jesus and Beelzebul
14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon

had gone out, the man who had been mute began to speak, and the
crowds were amazed. 15 But some of them said, “By the power of
Beelzebul, the ruler of demons, he casts out demons.” 16 Others, to
test him, began asking for a sign from heaven. 17 But Jesus, realizing
their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is
destroyed, and a divided household falls. 18 So if Satan too is divided
against himself, howwill his kingdom stand? I ask you this because you
claim that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19Now if I cast out demons
by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will
be your judges. 20But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the
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kingdom of God has already overtaken you. 21When a strongman, fully
armed, guards his own palace, his possessions are safe. 22 But when a
stronger man attacks and conquers him, he takes away the first man’s
armor on which the man relied and divides up his plunder. 23Whoever
is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me
scatters.

Response to Jesus’Work
24 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes through

waterless places looking for rest but not finding any. Then it says, ‘I will
return to the home I left.’ 25When it returns, it finds the house swept
clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits
more evil than itself, and they go in and live there, so the last state of
that person is worse than the first.”

27 As he said these things, a woman in the crowd spoke out to him,
“Blessed is thewombthatboreyouand thebreastsatwhichyounursed!”
28Buthe replied, “Blessed ratherare thosewhohear thewordofGodand
obey it!”

The Sign of Jonah
29As the crowds were increasing, Jesus began to say, “This generation

is a wicked generation; it looks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it
except the sign of Jonah. 30For just as Jonah became a sign to the people
of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be a sign to this generation. 31 The
queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the people of this
generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the
earth to hear thewisdomof Solomon – and now, something greater than
Solomon is here! 32The people of Ninevehwill stand up at the judgment
with this generationandcondemn it, because they repentedwhen Jonah
preached to them – and now, something greater than Jonah is here!

Internal Light
33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a hidden place or under a

basket, but on a lampstand, so that those who come in can see the light.
34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your
whole body is full of light, but when it is diseased, your body is full of
darkness. 35Therefore see to it that the light in you is not darkness. 36 If
then your whole body is full of light, with no part in the dark, it will be
as full of light as when the light of a lamp shines on you.”

Rebuking the Pharisees and Experts in the Law
37As he spoke, a Pharisee invited Jesus to have ameal with him, so he

went in and took his place at the table. 38 The Pharisee was astonished
when he saw that Jesus did not first wash his hands before the meal.
39But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the
cup and the plate, but inside you are full of greed andwickedness. 40You
fools! Didn’t the one who made the outside make the inside as well?
41 But give from your heart to those in need, and then everything will
be clean for you.

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! You give a tenth of your mint, rue, and
everyherb, yet youneglect justice and love forGod! But you shouldhave
done these thingswithoutneglecting theothers. 43Woe toyouPharisees!
You love the best seats in the synagogues and elaborate greetings in the
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marketplaces! 44Woe to you! You are like unmarked graves, and people
walk over themwithout realizing it!”

45One of the experts in religious law answered him, “Teacher, when
you say these things you insult us too.” 46But Jesus replied, “Woe to you
experts in religious law as well! You load people down with burdens
difficult to bear, yet you yourselves refuse to touch the burdens with
even one of your fingers! 47 Woe to you! You build the tombs of the
prophets whom your ancestors killed. 48So you testify that you approve
of the deeds of your ancestors, because they killed the prophets and you
build their tombs! 49 For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I
will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and
persecute,’ 50 so that this generation may be held accountable for the
blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the
world, 51 fromthebloodofAbel to thebloodof Zechariah,whowaskilled
between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged
against this generation. 52Woe to you experts in religious law! You have
taken away the key to knowledge! You did not go in yourselves, and you
hindered those whowere going in.”

53 When he went out from there, the experts in the law and the
Pharisees began to oppose him bitterly, and to ask him hostile questions
aboutmany things, 54plotting against him, to catch him in something he
might say.

12
Fear God, Not People

1Meanwhile,whenmany thousands of the crowdhadgathered so that
they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his
disciples, “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy. 2Nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing is
secret that will not be made known. 3 So then whatever you have said
in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in
private rooms will be proclaimed from the housetops.

4 “I tell you,my friends, do not be afraid of thosewho kill the body, and
after thathavenothingmore theycando. 5But Iwillwarnyouwhomyou
should fear: Fear the one who, after the killing, has authority to throw
you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6Aren’t five sparrows sold for two
pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 In fact, even the
hairs on your head are all numbered. Do not be afraid; you are more
valuable thanmany sparrows.

8 “I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man
will also acknowledge before God’s angels. 9But the one who denies me
before men will be denied before God’s angels. 10 And everyone who
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the person
whoblasphemes against theHoly Spiritwill not be forgiven. 11Butwhen
they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do
notworry about howyou shouldmake your defense orwhat you should
say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment what you must
say.”

The Parable of the Rich Landowner
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13Then someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tellmybrother
to divide the inheritance with me.” 14But Jesus said to him, “Man, who
made me a judge or arbitrator between you two?” 15 Then he said to
them, “Watch out and guard yourself from all types of greed, because
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 He
then told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced an
abundant crop, 17 so he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear
downmy barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain
and my goods. 19 And I will say to myself, “You have plenty of goods
storedup formanyyears; relax, eat, drink, celebrate!” ’ 20ButGod said to
him, ‘You fool! This verynight your lifewill bedemandedback fromyou,
butwhowill getwhat youhaveprepared for yourself?’ 21So it iswith the
one who stores up riches for himself, but is not rich toward God.”

Exhortation Not toWorry
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry

about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will
wear. 23 For there is more to life than food, and more to the body than
clothing. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no
storeroom or barn, yet God feeds them. How much more valuable are
you than the birds! 25 And which of you by worrying can add an hour
to his life? 26 So if you cannot do such a very little thing as this, why do
youworry about the rest? 27Consider how the flowers grow; they do not
work or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glorywas clothed
like one of these! 28And if this is how God clothes the wild grass, which
is here today and tomorrow is tossed into the fire to heat the oven, how
much more will he clothe you, you people of little faith! 29 So do not be
overly concerned about what you will eat and what you will drink, and
donotworry about such things. 30For all thenations of theworldpursue
these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead,
pursue his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is well pleased to give
you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide
yourselves purses that do notwear out – a treasure in heaven that never
decreases, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Call to Faithful Stewardship
35“Get dressed for service andkeepyour lampsburning; 36be like peo-

plewaiting for theirmaster to come back from thewedding celebration,
so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door
for him. 37Blessed are those slaves whom their master finds alert when
he returns! I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, have them
take their place at the table, and will come and wait on them! 38 Even
if he comes in the second or third watch of the night and finds them
alert, blessed are those slaves! 39 But understand this: If the owner of
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not
have let his house be broken into. 40You alsomust be ready, because the
Son of Manwill come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
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41 Then Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for
everyone?” 42 The Lord replied, “Who then is the faithful and wise
manager, whom the master puts in charge of his household servants,
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is
that slave whom his master finds at work when he returns. 44 I tell you
the truth, the master will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45But
if that slave should say to himself, ‘My master is delayed in returning,’
and he begins to beat the other slaves, bothmen andwomen, and to eat,
drink, and get drunk, 46 then themaster of that slave will come on a day
when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not foresee, and
will cut him in two, and assign him a place with the unfaithful. 47 That
servant who knew his master’s will but did not get ready or do what his
master asked will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not
knowhismaster’swill and did thingsworthy of punishmentwill receive
a light beating. From everyone who has been givenmuch, much will be
required, and from the one who has been entrusted with much, even
more will be asked.

Not Peace, but Division
49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth – and how I wish it were

already kindled! 50 I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I
am until it is finished! 51 Do you think I have come to bring peace on
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52For fromnowon therewill be
five in one household divided, three against two and two against three.
53Theywill be divided, father against son and son against father,mother
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

Reading the Signs
54 Jesus also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the

west, you say at once, ‘A rainstorm is coming,’ and it does. 55 And
when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching
heat,’ and there is. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of the earth and the sky, but how can you not know how to
interpret the present time?

Clear the Debts
57 “Andwhy don’t you judge for yourselveswhat is right? 58As you are

going with your accuser before the magistrate, make an effort to settle
withhimontheway, so thathewillnotdragyoubefore the judge, and the
judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.
59 I tell you, you will never get out of there until you have paid the very
last cent!”

13
1Now there were some present on that occasion who told him about

the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2He
answered them, “Do you think these Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other Galileans, because they suffered these things? 3 No, I tell
you! But unless you repent, you will all perish as well! 4 Or those
eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on them, do
you think they were worse offenders than all the others who live in
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Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you! But unless you repent you will all perish as
well!”

Warning to Israel to Bear Fruit
6 Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his

vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he
said to theworkerwho tended the vineyard, ‘For three years now, I have
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and each time I inspect it I find
none. Cut it down! Why should it continue to deplete the soil?’ 8But the
worker answered him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year too, until I dig around
it and put fertilizer on it. 9Then if it bears fruit next year, very well, but
if not, you can cut it down.’ ”

Healing on the Sabbath
10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath,

11andawomanwas therewhohadbeendisabledby a spirit for eighteen
years. Shewas bent over and could not straightenherself up completely.
12When Jesus saw her, he called her to him and said, “Woman, you are
freed from your infirmity.” 13 Then he placed his hands on her, and
immediately she straightened up and praised God. 14But the president
of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath,
said to the crowd, “There are six days onwhichwork should be done! So
come and be healed on those days, and not on the Sabbath day.” 15Then
the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from its stall, and lead it to water?
16 Then shouldn’t this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan
bound for eighteen long years, be released from this imprisonment
on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he said this all his adversaries were
humiliated, but the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful
things he was doing.

On the Kingdom of God
18Thus Jesus asked, “What is the kingdomof God like? Towhat should

I compare it? 19 It is like a mustard seed that a man took and sowed in
his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the wild birds nested in its
branches.”

20Again he said, “To what should I compare the kingdom of God? 21 It
is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three measures of flour
until all the dough had risen.”

The NarrowDoor
22 Then Jesus traveled throughout towns and villages, teaching and

making his way toward Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, will
only a few be saved?” So he said to them, 24 “Exert every effort to enter
through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and
will not be able to. 25Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the
door, then youwill stand outside and start to knock on the door and beg
him, ‘Lord, let us in!’ But he will answer you, ‘I don’t know where you
come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your
presence, andyou taught inour streets.’ 27Buthewill reply, ‘I don’t know
whereyoucome from! Goaway fromme, all youevildoers!’ 28Therewill
be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves thrown
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out. 29 Then people will come from east and west, and from north and
south, and take their places at the banquet table in the kingdom of God.
30But indeed, some are last whowill be first, and some are first whowill
be last.”

Going to Jerusalem
31At that time, some Pharisees came up and said to Jesus, “Get away

from here, because Herod wants to kill you.” 32 But he said to them,
“Go and tell that fox, ‘Look, I am casting out demons and performing
healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will complete my
work. 33Nevertheless Imust go onmyway today and tomorrow and the
next day, because it is impossible that a prophet should be killed outside
Jerusalem.’ 34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and
stone thosewho are sent to you! How often I have longed to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you
wouldhavenoneof it! 35Look, yourhouse is forsaken! And I tell you, you
will not seeme until you say, ‘Blessed is the onewho comes in the name of
the Lord!’ ”

14
1Now one Sabbath when Jesus went to dine at the house of a leader

of the Pharisees, they were watching him closely. 2 There right in front
of him was a man suffering from dropsy. 3 So Jesus asked the experts in
religious law and the Pharisees, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or
not?” 4But they remained silent. So Jesus took hold of the man, healed
him, and sent him away. 5 Then he said to them, “Which of you, if you
have a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not
immediately pull him out?” 6But they could not reply to this.

On Seeking Seats of Honor
7 Then when Jesus noticed how the guests chose the places of honor,

he told them a parable. He said to them, 8 “When you are invited by
someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, because
a person more distinguished than you may have been invited by your
host. 9 So the host who invited both of you will come and say to you,
‘Give this man your place.’ Then, ashamed, you will begin to move to
the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, go and take the
least important place, so that when your host approaches he will say to
you, ‘Friend, move up here to a better place.’ Then you will be honored
in the presence of all who share themeal with you. 11For everyonewho
exalts himselfwill be humbled, but the onewhohumbles himselfwill be
exalted.”

12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you host a
dinner or a banquet, don’t invite your friends or your brothers or your
relatives or rich neighbors so you can be invited by them in return and
get repaid. 13But when you host an elaborate meal, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then you will be blessed, because
they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous.”

The Parable of the Great Banquet
15When one of those at themeal with Jesus heard this, he said to him,

“Blessed is everyone who will feast in the kingdom of God!” 16But Jesus
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said to him, “Aman once gave a great banquet and invitedmany guests.
17 At the time for the banquet he sent his slave to tell those who had
been invited, ‘Come, because everything is now ready.’ 18 But one after
another they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have
bought a field, and Imust go out and see it. Please excuseme.’ 19Another
said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going out to examine
them. Please excuseme.’ 20Another said, ‘I just gotmarried, and I cannot
come.’ 21 So the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then
the master of the household was furious and said to his slave, ‘Go out
quickly to the streets and alleys of the city, and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 Then the slave said, ‘Sir, what you
instructedhas beendone, and there is still room.’ 23So themaster said to
his slave, ‘Go out to the highways and country roads and urge people to
come in, so that my house will be filled. 24For I tell you, not one of those
individuals whowere invited will taste my banquet!’ ”

Counting the Cost
25Now large crowds were accompanying Jesus, and turning to them

he said, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and
mother, and wife and children, and brothers and sisters, and even his
own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry his own
cross and followme cannot bemy disciple. 28For which of you, wanting
to build a tower, doesn’t sit down first and compute the cost to see if
he has enough money to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish the tower, all who see it will begin
to make fun of him. 30 They will say, ‘This man began to build and was
not able to finish!’ 31Orwhat king, going out to confront another king in
battle, will not sit down first and determine whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one coming against himwith twenty thousand?
32 If he cannot succeed, he will send a representative while the other
is still a long way off and ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way
therefore not one of you can be my disciple if he does not renounce all
his own possessions.

34“Salt is good, but if salt loses its flavor, howcan its flavorbe restored?
35 It is of novalue for the soil or for themanurepile; it is to be thrownout.
The one who has ears to hear had better listen!”

15
1Nowall the tax collectors and sinnerswere coming to hear him. 2But

the Pharisees and the experts in the law were complaining, “This man
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3 So Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, if he has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine
in the open pasture and go look for the one that is lost until he finds it?
5 Then when he has found it, he places it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 Returning home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, telling
them, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found my sheep that was lost.’
7 I tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have
no need to repent.
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8 “Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one of them,
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search thoroughly until she
finds it? 9Thenwhen she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had
lost.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of God’s
angels over one sinner who repents.”

The Parable of the Compassionate Father
11 Then Jesus said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said

to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that will belong
to me.’ So he divided his assets between them. 13 After a few days,
the younger son gathered together all he had and left on a journey
to a distant country, and there he squandered his wealth with a wild
lifestyle. 14 Then after he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
worked for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields
to feed pigs. 16Hewas longing to eat the carob pods the pigswere eating,
but no one gave himanything. 17Butwhenhe came to his senses he said,
‘Howmany ofmy father’s hiredworkers have food enough to spare, but
here I am dying from hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father and
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hiredworkers.” ’ 20So he got up andwent to his father. But while hewas
still a long way from home his father saw him, and his heart went out
to him; he ran and hugged his son and kissed him. 21 Then his son said
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves,
‘Hurry! Bring the best robe, and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet! 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it! Let us eat
and celebrate, 24because this son of mine was dead, and is alive again –
he was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was in the field. As he came and approached
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the slaves
and asked what was happening. 27 The slave replied, ‘Your brother has
returned, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he got his
son back safe and sound.’ 28But the older son became angry and refused
to go in. His father came out and appealed to him, 29 but he answered
his father, ‘Look! These many years I have worked like a slave for you,
and I never disobeyed your commands. Yet you never gave me even a
goat so that I could celebrate with my friends! 30 But when this son of
yours came back, who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you
killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you
are alwayswithme, and everything that belongs tome is yours. 32 It was
appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for your brother was dead, and is
alive; he was lost and is found.’ ”

16
1 Jesus also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who was

informed of accusations that his manager was wasting his assets. 2 So
he called themanager in and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you?
Turn in the account of your administration, because you can no longer
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be mymanager.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What should I do,
since my master is taking my position away from me? I’m not strong
enough to dig, and I’m too ashamed to beg. 4 I know what to do so that
when I am put out of management, people will welcome me into their
homes.’ 5 So he contacted his master’s debtors one by one. He asked
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 The man replied, ‘A
hundredmeasures of olive oil.’ Themanager said to him, ‘Take your bill,
sit down quickly, and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ The second man replied, ‘A hundred measures of
wheat.’ Themanager said to him, ‘Take your bill, andwrite eighty.’ 8The
master commended the dishonest manager because he acted shrewdly.
For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their
contemporaries than the people of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by how you use worldly wealth, so that when it runs out
you will be welcomed into the eternal homes.

10 “The one who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and
the one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If
then youhaven’t been trustworthy inhandlingworldlywealth,whowill
entrust youwith the true riches? 12And if you haven’t been trustworthy
with someoneelse’sproperty,whowill giveyouyourown? 13Noservant
can serve twomasters, for either hewill hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God andmoney.”

MoreWarnings about the Pharisees
14 The Pharisees (who loved money) heard all this and ridiculed him.

15 But Jesus said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in
men’s eyes, butGodknows yourhearts. Forwhat is highly prized among
men is utterly detestable in God’s sight.

16 “The law and the prophets were in force until John; since then, the
good news of the kingdom of God has been proclaimed, and everyone
is urged to enter it. 17But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away
than for one tiny stroke of a letter in the law to become void.

18“Everyonewhodivorceshiswifeandmarries someoneelse commits
adultery, and the onewhomarries awomandivorced fromher husband
commits adultery.

The RichMan and Lazarus
19“Therewasa richmanwhodressed inpurpleandfine linenandwho

feasted sumptuously every day. 20But at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus whose body was covered with sores, 21who longed to eat what
fell from the rich man’s table. In addition, the dogs came and licked his
sores.

22“Now thepoormandied andwas carriedby the angels toAbraham’s
side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And in hell, as he was
in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far off with Lazarus at his
side. 24 So he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because
I am in anguish in this fire.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that
in your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus likewise bad
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in anguish. 26Besides
all this, a great chasmhas beenfixed betweenus, so that thosewhowant
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to cross over from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from
there tous.’ 27So the richmansaid, ‘Then Ibegyou, father – sendLazarus
to my father’s house 28 (for I have five brothers) to warn them so that
they don’t come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They
have Moses and the prophets; they must respond to them.’ 30 Then the
rich man said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes
to them, they will repent.’ 31He replied to him, ‘If they do not respond
to Moses and the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone
rises from the dead.’ ”

17
1 Jesus said to his disciples, “Stumbling blocks are sure to come, but

woe to the one throughwhom they come! 2 It would be better for him to
haveamillstone tiedaroundhisneckandbe thrown into the sea than for
him to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3Watch yourselves! If your
brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins
against you seven times in a day, and seven times returns to you saying,
‘I repent,’ youmust forgive him.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 So the Lord
replied, “If you had faith the size of amustard seed, you could say to this
black mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled out by the roots and planted in the sea,’
and it would obey you.

7 “Would any one of you say to your slave who comes in from the field
after plowing or shepherding sheep, ‘Come at once and sit down for a
meal’? 8Won’t the master instead say to him, ‘Get my dinner ready, and
make yourself ready to serve me while I eat and drink. Then you may
eat and drink’? 9He won’t thank the slave because he did what he was
told, will he? 10 So you too, when you have done everything you were
commanded to do, should say, ‘We are slaves undeserving of special
praise; we have only done what was our duty.’ ”

The Grateful Leper
11 Now on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was passing along between

Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was entering a village, ten men with
leprosymet him. They stood at a distance, 13raised their voices and said,
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said, “Go
and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went along, they were
cleansed. 15Then one of them,when he sawhewas healed, turned back,
praising God with a loud voice. 16He fell with his face to the ground at
Jesus’ feet and thanked him. (Now he was a Samaritan.) 17 Then Jesus
said, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18Was no one
found to turn back and give praise toGod except this foreigner?” 19Then
he said to the man, “Get up and go your way. Your faith has made you
well.”

The Coming of the Kingdom
20 Now at one point the Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of

God was coming, so he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming
with signs tobeobserved, 21norwill they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’
For indeed, the kingdom of God is in yourmidst.”

The Coming of the Son ofMan
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22 Then he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will
desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.
23 Then people will say to you, ‘Look, there he is!’ or ‘Look, here he is!’
Do not go out or chase after them. 24 For just like the lightning flashes
and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man
be in his day. 25But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by
this generation. 26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in
the days of the Son of Man. 27 People were eating, they were drinking,
theyweremarrying, theywere being given inmarriage – right up to the
day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.
28Likewise, just as itwas in the days of Lot, peoplewere eating, drinking,
buying, selling, planting, building; 29 but on the day Lot went out from
Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them
all. 30 It will be the same on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On
that day, anyone who is on the roof, with his goods in the house, must
not come down to take them away, and likewise the person in the field
must not turnback. 32RememberLot’swife! 33Whoever tries to keephis
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, in
that night there will be two people in one bed; one will be taken and the
other left. 35There will be two women grinding grain together; one will
be taken and the other left.” 36 *

37 Then the disciples said to him, “Where, Lord?” He replied to them,
“Where the dead body is, there the vultures will gather.”

18
1Then Jesus told themaparable to show themthey shouldalwayspray

and not lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor respected people. 3 There was also a widow in
that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against
my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later on he said to himself,
‘Though I neither fear God nor have regard for people, 5yet because this
widow keeps on bothering me, I will give her justice, or in the end she
will wearme out by her unending pleas.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to
what the unrighteous judge says! 7Won’t God give justice to his chosen
ones, who cry out to himday andnight? Will he delay long to help them?
8 I tell you, hewill give them justice speedily. Nevertheless,when the Son
of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector
9 Jesus also told this parable to some who were confident that they

were righteous and looked down on everyone else. 10 “Two men went
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank
you that I am not like other people: extortionists, unrighteous people,
adulterers – or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a
tenth of everything I get.’ 13The tax collector, however, stood far off and
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, be
merciful to me, sinner that I am!’ 14 I tell you that this man went down
to his home justified rather than the Pharisee. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
* 17:36 [[EMPTY]]
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Jesus and Little Children
15Nowpeoplewere evenbringing their babies to him forhim to touch.

But when the disciples saw it, they began to scold those who brought
them. 16But Jesus called for the children, saying, “Let the little children
come to me and do not try to stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these. 17 I tell you the truth, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.”

TheWealthy Ruler
18 Now a certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to

inherit eternal life?” 19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?
No one is good except God alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘
Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false
testimony, honor your father and mother.’ ” 21 The man replied, “I have
wholeheartedly obeyed all these laws since my youth.” 22When Jesus
heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have
and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.
Then come, followme.” 23But when theman heard this he became very
sad, for he was extremely wealthy. 24When Jesus noticed this, he said,
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 In fact, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person
to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard this said, “Then who
can be saved?” 27He replied, “What is impossible for mere humans is
possible for God.” 28And Peter said, “Look, we have left everything we
own to follow you!” 29Then Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, there
is no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children
for the sake of God’s kingdom 30who will not receive many times more
in this age – and in the age to come, eternal life.”

Another Prediction of Jesus’ Passion
31 Then Jesus took the twelve aside and said to them, “Look, we are

going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of
Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32 For he will be handed
over to the Gentiles; he will be mocked, mistreated, and spat on. 33They
will flog him severely and kill him. Yet on the third day he will rise
again.” 34 But the twelve understood none of these things. This saying
was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what Jesus meant.

Healing a BlindMan
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road

begging. 36When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was going
on. 37 They told him, “Jesus the Nazarene is passing by.” 38 So he called
out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And those who were
in front scolded him to get him to be quiet, but he shouted even more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 So Jesus stopped and ordered the
beggar to be brought to him. When the man came near, Jesus asked
him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He replied, “Lord, let
me see again.” 42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has
healed you.” 43 And immediately he regained his sight and followed
Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they too gave praise to
God.
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19
1 Jesusentered Jerichoandwaspassing through it. 2Nowamannamed

Zacchaeus was there; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He
was trying to get a look at Jesus, but being a short man he could not see
over the crowd. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore
tree to see him, because Jesus was going to pass that way. 5 And when
Jesus came to that place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come
down quickly, because I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came
down quickly and welcomed Jesus joyfully. 7And when the people saw
it, they all complained, “He has gone in to be the guest of a manwho is a
sinner.” 8But Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, half
of my possessions I now give to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone
of anything, I am paying back four times as much!” 9 Then Jesus said to
him, “Today salvationhas come to this household, becausehe too is a son
of Abraham! 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

The Parable of the TenMinas
11 While the people were listening to these things, Jesus proceeded

to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and because they
thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately.
12 Therefore he said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to receive
for himself a kingdom and then return. 13And he summoned ten of his
slaves, gave them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business with these
until I come back.’ 14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation
after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to be king over us!’ 15When
he returned after receiving the kingdom, he summoned these slaves to
whom he had given themoney. Hewanted to know howmuch they had
earned by trading. 16So the first one camebefore himand said, ‘Sir, your
mina hasmade tenminasmore.’ 17And the king said to him, ‘Well done,
good slave! Because you have been faithful in a very small matter, you
will have authority over ten cities.’ 18 Then the second one came and
said, ‘Sir, your mina has made five minas.’ 19 So the king said to him,
‘And you are to be over five cities.’ 20Then another slave came and said,
‘Sir, here is yourmina that I put away for safekeeping in a piece of cloth.
21 For I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You withdraw
what you did not deposit and reap what you did not sow.’ 22 The king
said to him, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! So
you knew, did you, that I was a severe man, withdrawing what I didn’t
deposit and reaping what I didn’t sow? 23Why then didn’t you put my
money in the bank, so thatwhen I returned I could have collected itwith
interest?’ 24And he said to his attendants, ‘Take themina from him, and
give it to the one who has ten.’ 25 But they said to him, ‘Sir, he has ten
minas already!’ 26 ‘I tell you that everyone who has will be given more,
but from the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken
away. 27 But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be
their king, bring them here and slaughter them in front of me!’ ”

The Triumphal Entry
28 After Jesus had said this, he continued on ahead, going up to

Jerusalem. 29Now when he approached Bethphage and Bethany, at the
place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 telling
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them, “Go to the village ahead of you. When you enter it, you will find
a colt tied there that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here.
31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say, ‘The Lord needs
it.’ ” 32 So those who were sent ahead found it exactly as he had told
them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why
are you untying that colt?” 34They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then
they brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt, and had Jesus get
on it. 36 As he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As
he approached the road leading down from the Mount of Olives, the
whole crowd of his disciples began to rejoice and praise Godwith a loud
voice for all the mighty works they had seen: 38 “ Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!” 39But some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher,
rebuke your disciples.” 40Heanswered, “I tell you, if they keep silent, the
very stones will cry out!”

JesusWeeps for Jerusalem under Judgment
41 Now when Jesus approached and saw the city, he wept over it,

42 saying, “If you had only known on this day, even you, the things that
make for peace!
But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come

upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you
and surround you and close in on you from every side. 44 They will
demolish you – you and your children within your walls – and they will
not leave within you one stone on top of another, because you did not
recognize the time of your visitation from God.”

Cleansing the Temple
45 Then Jesus entered the temple courts and began to drive out those

who were selling things there, 46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘ My
house will be a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den
of robbers!”

47 Jesus was teaching daily in the temple courts. The chief priests and
the experts in the lawand theprominent leaders among thepeoplewere
seeking to assassinate him, 48 but they could not find a way to do it, for
all the people hung on his words.

20
1Now one day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts

and proclaiming the gospel, the chief priests and the experts in the law
with the elders cameup 2and said to him, “Tell us: Bywhat authority are
you doing these things? Or who it is who gave you this authority?” 3He
answered them, “I will also ask you a question, and you tell me: 4 John’s
baptism – was it from heaven or from people?” 5 So they discussed it
with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘Fromheaven,’ hewill say, ‘Why did
you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From people,’ all the people will
stone us, because they are convinced that Johnwas a prophet.” 7So they
replied that they did not know where it came from. 8Then Jesus said to
them, “Neither will I tell you by whose authority I do these things.”

The Parable of the Tenants
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9 Then he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a
vineyard, leased it to tenant farmers, and went on a journey for a long
time. 10When harvest time came, he sent a slave to the tenants so that
they would give him his portion of the crop. However, the tenants beat
his slave and sent him away empty-handed. 11 So he sent another slave.
They beat this one too, treated him outrageously, and sent him away
empty-handed. 12 So he sent still a third. They even wounded this one,
and threwhimout. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should
I do? I will send my one dear son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14But
when the tenants saw him, they said to one another, ‘This is the heir;
let’s kill him so the inheritance will be ours!’ 15So they threw him out of
the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard
do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give the
vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, they said, “May this
neverhappen!” 17But Jesus looked straight at themand said, “Thenwhat
is the meaning of that which is written: ‘ The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’? 18Everyone who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, and the one on whom it falls will be crushed.” 19Then
the experts in the law and the chief priests wanted to arrest him that
very hour, because they realized he had told this parable against them.
But they were afraid of the people.

Paying Taxes to Caesar
20Then theywatchedhimcarefullyandsent spieswhopretended tobe

sincere. Theywanted to takeadvantageofwhathemight say so that they
could deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.
21 Thus they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach
correctly, and shownopartiality, but teach thewayofGod in accordance
with the truth. 22 Is it right for us to pay the tribute tax to Caesar or
not?” 23But Jesus perceived their deceit and said to them, 24 “Showme a
denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?” They said, “Caesar’s.”
25 So he said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.” 26 Thus they were unable in the
presence of the people to trap himwith his ownwords. And stunned by
his answer, they fell silent.

Marriage and the Resurrection
27 Now some Sadducees (who contend that there is no resurrection)

came to him. 28 They asked him, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a
man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, that man must marry
the widow and father children for his brother*. 29Now there were seven
brothers. The first one married a woman and died without children.
30 The second 31 and then the third married her, and in this same way
all seven died, leaving no children. 32 Finally the woman died too. 33 In
the resurrection, therefore,whosewifewill thewomanbe? For all seven
hadmarried her.”

34 So Jesus said to them, “The people of this age marry and are given
in marriage. 35 But those who are regarded as worthy to share in that
age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given
in marriage. 36 In fact, they can no longer die, because they are equal
to angels and are sons of God, since they are sons of the resurrection.
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37But evenMoses revealed that the dead are raised in the passage about
the bush, where he calls the Lord
theGod |strong="G2316"of Abrahamand theGod of Isaac and the

God of Jacob of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.
38Nowhe is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live before him.”
39 Then some of the experts in the law answered, “Teacher, you have
spokenwell!” 40For they did not dare any longer to ask him anything.

TheMessiah: David’s Son and Lord
41But he said to them, “How is it that they say that the Christ is David’s

son? 42For David himself says in the book of Psalms,
‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand,
43 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’

44 If David then calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?”
JesusWarns the Disciples against Pride

45Asall thepeoplewere listening, Jesus said tohisdisciples, 46“Beware
of the experts in the law. They like walking around in long robes, and
they love elaborate greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in
the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 47 They devour
widows’ property, and as a showmake long prayers. They will receive a
more severe punishment.”

21
1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering

box. 2He also sawa poorwidowput in two small copper coins. 3He said,
“I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put in more than all of them.
4 For they all offered their gifts out of their wealth. But she, out of her
poverty, put in everything she had to live on.”

The Signs of the End of the Age
5 Now while some were speaking about the temple, how it was

adorned with beautiful stones and offerings, Jesus said, 6 “As for these
things that you are gazing at, the dayswill comewhen not one stonewill
be left on another. All will be torn down!” 7So they asked him, “Teacher,
when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that these
things are about to take place?” 8He said, “Watch out that you are not
misled. Formanywill come inmyname, saying, ‘I amhe,’ and, ‘The time
isnear.’ Donot follow them! 9Andwhenyouhearofwars andrebellions,
do not be afraid. For these thingsmust happen first, but the endwill not
come at once.”

Persecution of Disciples
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise up in arms against nation,

and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and
famines andplagues in various places, and therewill be terrifying sights
andgreat signs fromheaven. 12Butbeforeall this, theywill seizeyouand
persecute you, handingyouover to the synagogues andprisons. Youwill
be brought before kings and governors because ofmy name. 13This will
be a time for you to serve as witnesses. 14 Therefore be resolved not to
rehearse ahead of time how to make your defense. 15For I will give you
the words along with the wisdom that none of your adversaries will be
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able to withstand or contradict. 16Youwill be betrayed even by parents,
brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will have some of you put to
death. 17 You will be hated by everyone because of my name. 18 Yet not
a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your
lives.

The Desolation of Jerusalem
20“Butwhenyou see Jerusalemsurroundedbyarmies, thenknow that

its desolation has come near. 21Then thosewho are in Judeamust flee to
the mountains. Those who are inside the city must depart. Those who
are out in the country must not enter it, 22 because these are days of
vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 23Woe to thosewho are pregnant
and to thosewhoarenursing their babies in thosedays! For therewill be
great distress on the earth andwrath against this people. 24Theywill fall
by the edge of the sword and be led away as captives among all nations.
Jerusalem will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Arrival of the Son ofMan
25 “And there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the

earth nations will be in distress, anxious over the roaring of the sea
and the surging waves. 26 People will be fainting from fear and from
the expectation of what is coming on the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of Man arriving
in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 But when these things begin
to happen, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”

The Parable of the Fig Tree
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the other

trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you see for yourselves and know
that summer is now near. 31 So also you, when you see these things
happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 I tell you the
truth, this generationwill not pass away until all these things take place.
33Heaven and earth will pass away, but mywords will never pass away.

Be Ready!
34 “But be on your guard so that your hearts are not weighed down

with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that
day close down upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will overtake
all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay alert at all times,
praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that must
happen, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37So every day Jesuswas teaching in the temple courts, but at night he
went and stayed on the Mount of Olives. 38 And all the people came to
him early in themorning to listen to him in the temple courts.

22
1Now theFeast ofUnleavenedBread,which is called thePassover,was

approaching. 2 The chief priests and the experts in the law were trying
to find someway to execute Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.

3Then Satan entered Judas, the one called Iscariot, whowas one of the
twelve. 4Hewent away and discussedwith the chief priests and officers
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of the temple guard how he might betray Jesus, handing him over to
them. 5Theywere delighted and arranged to give himmoney. 6So Judas
agreed and began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus when no
crowdwas present.

The Passover
7 Then the day for the feast of Unleavened Bread came, on which the

Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
“Go and prepare the Passover for us to eat.” 9They said to him, “Where
do youwant us to prepare it?” 10He said to them, “Listen,whenyouhave
entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow
him into the house that he enters, 11 and tell the owner of the house,
‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest roomwhere I may eat the
Passoverwithmydisciples?” ’ 12Thenhewill showyoua large furnished
room upstairs. Make preparations there.” 13 So they went and found
things just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

The Lord’s Supper
14Now when the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table and the

apostles joined him. 15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not
eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 Then he took
a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among
yourselves. 18For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19Then he took bread, and
after giving thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And in
the samewayhe took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that
is poured out for you is the new covenant inmy blood.

A Final Discourse
21“But look, thehandof theonewhobetraysme iswithmeon the table.

22 For the Son of Man is to go just as it has been determined, but woe
to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23 So they began to question one
another as to which of them it could possibly be whowould do this.

24 A dispute also started among them over which of them was to be
regarded as the greatest. 25 So Jesus said to them, “The kings of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and those in authority over them are called
‘benefactors.’ 26Not so with you; instead the one who is greatest among
you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the one who
serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is seated at the table, or the
one who serves? Is it not the one who is seated at the table? But I am
among you as one who serves.

28 “You are the oneswho have remainedwithme inmy trials. 29Thus I
grant to you a kingdom, just asmy Father granted tome, 30 that youmay
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31 “Simon, Simon, pay attention! Satan has demanded to have you all,
to sift you likewheat, 32but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith
may not fail. When you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
33But Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison
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and to death!” 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the roosterwill not crow
today until you have denied three times that you knowme.”

35 Then Jesus said to them, “When I sent you out with no money bag,
or traveler’s bag, or sandals, you didn’t lack anything, did you?” They
replied, “Nothing.” 36 He said to them, “But now, the one who has a
money bag must take it, and likewise a traveler’s bag too. And the one
who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For I tell you
that this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘ And he was counted with the
transgressors.’ For what is written about me is being fulfilled.” 38 So
they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” Then he told them, “It is
enough.”

On theMount of Olives
39Then Jesuswent out andmade his way, as he customarily did, to the

Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40When he came to the
place, he said to them, “Pray that youwill not fall into temptation.” 41He
went away from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed,
42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me. Yet not my
will but yours be done.” 43 [Then an angel fromheaven appeared to him
and strengthened him. 44And in his anguish he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.] 45When he
got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping,
exhausted from grief. 46 So he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get
up and pray that you will not fall into temptation!”

Betrayal and Arrest
47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd appeared, and the

man named Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He walked up
to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray
the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49When those who were around him saw
whatwas about to happen, they said, “Lord, shouldwe use our swords?”
50 Then one of them struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his right
ear. 51 But Jesus said, “Enough of this!” And he touched the man’s ear
and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of
the temple guard, and the elders who had come out to get him, “Have
you come out with swords and clubs like you would against an outlaw?
53Day after day when I was with you in the temple courts, you did not
arrest me. But this is your hour, and that of the power of darkness!”

Jesus’ Condemnation and Peter’s Denials
54 Then they arrested Jesus, led him away, and brought him into the

high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55When they
had made a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together,
Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a slave girl, seeing him as he sat
in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man was with him too!”
57 But Peter denied it: “Woman, I don’t know him!” 58 Then a little
later someone else saw him and said, “You are one of them too.” But
Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 59 And after about an hour still another
insisted, “Certainly thismanwaswith him, because he too is a Galilean.”
60But Peter said, “Man, I don’t knowwhat you’re talking about!” At that
moment, while hewas still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61Then the Lord
turned and looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered the word of
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the Lord, howhe had said to him, “Before a rooster crows today, youwill
denyme three times.” 62And he went outside and wept bitterly.

63Now the men who were holding Jesus under guard began to mock
him and beat him. 64 They blindfolded him and asked him repeatedly,
“Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 They also said many other things against
him, reviling him.

66 When day came, the council of the elders of the people gathered
together, both the chief priests and the experts in the law. Then they
led Jesus away to their council 67and said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.”
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68and if I ask you,
you will not answer. 69But from now on the Son of Manwill be seated at
the right hand of the power of God.” 70 So they all said, “Are you the Son
of God, then?” He answered them, “You say that I am.” 71Then they said,
“Why do we need further testimony? We have heard it ourselves from
his own lips!”

23
1 Then the whole group of them rose up and brought Jesus before Pi-

late. 2They began to accuse him, saying, “We found thisman subverting
our nation, forbidding us to pay the tribute tax to Caesar and claiming
that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the
king of the Jews?” He replied, “You say so.” 4Then Pilate said to the chief
priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this
man.” 5But they persisted in saying, “He incites the people by teaching
throughout all Judea. It started in Galilee and ended up here!”

Jesus Brought Before Herod
6 Now when Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a

Galilean. 7 When he learned that he was from Herod’s jurisdiction,
he sent him over to Herod, who also happened to be in Jerusalem at
that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long
desired to see him, because he had heard about him and was hoping to
see him perform some miraculous sign. 9 So Herod questioned him at
considerable length; Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and
the experts in the law were there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Even
Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him.
Then, dressing him in elegant clothes, Herod sent him back to Pilate.
12 That very day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other, for
prior to this they had been enemies.

Jesus Brought Before the Crowd
13 Then Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the

people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was
misleading the people. When I examined him before you, I did not find
this man guilty of anything you accused him of doing. 15 Neither did
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, he has done nothing deserving
death. 16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.” 17 *

18 But they all shouted out together, “Take this man away! Release
Barabbas for us!” 19 (This was a man who had been thrown into
prison for an insurrection started in the city, and for murder.) 20 Pilate
* 23:17 [[EMPTY]]
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addressed them once again because he wanted to release Jesus. 21 But
they kept on shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22A third time he said to
them, “Why? What wrong has he done? I have found him guilty of no
crime deserving death. I will therefore flog him and release him.” 23But
they were insistent, demanding with loud shouts that he be crucified.
And their shoutsprevailed. 24SoPilatedecided that theirdemandshould
be granted. 25He released theman they asked for, who had been thrown
in prison for insurrection andmurder. But he handed Jesus over to their
will.

The Crucifixion
26As they led himaway, they seized Simon of Cyrene, whowas coming

in from the country. They placed the cross on his back and made him
carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number of the people followed him,
among them women who were mourning and wailing for him. 28 But
Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for
me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For this is certain:
The days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the
wombs that never bore children, and the breasts that never nursed!’
30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the
hills, ‘Cover us!’ 31 For if such things are done when the wood is green,
what will happen when it is dry?”

32 Two other criminals were also led away to be executed with him.
33Sowhen they came to theplace that is called “TheSkull,” they crucified
him there, along with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.
34 [But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they
are doing.”] Then they threw dice to divide his clothes. 35 The people
also stood therewatching, but therulers ridiculedhim, saying, “Hesaved
others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!”
36The soldiers alsomocked him, coming up and offering him sourwine,
37 and saying, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the king of the Jews.”

39One of the criminals who was hanging there railed at him, saying,
“Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked
him, saying, “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence
of condemnation? 41 And we rightly so, for we are getting what we
deserve forwhatwe did, but thisman has done nothingwrong.” 42Then
he said, “Jesus, remembermewhen you come in your kingdom.” 43And
Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in
paradise.”

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon, 45because the sun’s light failed. The temple
curtainwas torn in two. 46Then Jesus, calling outwith a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And after he said this he
breathed his last.

47Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he praised God
and said, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 48And all the crowds that
had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place,
returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all those who knew Jesus
stood at a distance, and the women who had followed him from Galilee
saw these things.
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Jesus’ Burial
50 Now there was a man named Joseph who was a member of the

council, a good and righteous man. 51 (He had not consented to their
plan and action.) He was from the Judean town of Arimathea, and was
looking forward to the kingdom of God. 52He went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. 53Thenhe took it down,wrapped it in a linen cloth,
and placed it in a tomb cut out of the rock, where no one had yet been
buried. 54 It was the day of preparation and the Sabbath was beginning.
55 The women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee followed, and
they saw the tombandhowhis bodywas laid in it. 56Then they returned
and prepared aromatic spices and perfumes.
On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

24
1Now on the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women went to

the tomb, taking the aromatic spices they had prepared. 2 They found
that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they
went in, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were
perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood beside them in dazzling
attire. 5 The women were terribly frightened and bowed their faces to
the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living
among the dead? 6He is not here, but has been raised! Remember how
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of sinfulmen, andbe crucified, and on the third
day rise again.” 8 Then the women remembered his words, 9 and when
they returned from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and
to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother
of James, and the other women with them who told these things to the
apostles. 11 But these words seemed like pure nonsense to them, and
they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb. He
bent down and saw only the strips of linen cloth; then he went home,
wondering what had happened.

JesusWalks the Road to Emmaus
13Now that very day two of themwere on their way to a village called

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking to
each other about all the things that had happened. 15While they were
talking and debating these things, Jesus himself approached and began
to accompany them 16 (but their eyes were kept from recognizing him).
17 Then he said to them, “What are these matters you are discussing so
intently as you walk along?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then
one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor
to Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened there in
these days?” 19He said to them, “What things?” “The things concerning
Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied, “amanwho, with his powerful deeds
and words, proved to be a prophet before God and all the people; 20and
how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be condemned to
death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one who
was going to redeem Israel. Not only this, but it is now the third day
since these things happened. 22Furthermore, somewomenof our group
amazed us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23andwhen they
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did not find his body, they came back and said they had seen a vision
of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of those who were with
us went to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said, but they
did not see him.” 25So he said to them, “You foolish people – how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Wasn’t it necessary
for the Christ to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things written about himself in all the scriptures.

28 So they approached the village where they were going. He acted
as though he wanted to go farther, 29 but they urged him, “Stay with us,
because it is getting toward evening and the day is almost done.” So he
went in to stay with them.

30 When he had taken his place at the table with them, he took the
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 At this point their
eyes were opened and they recognized him. Then he vanished out of
their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within
us while he was speaking with us on the road, while he was explaining
the scriptures to us?” 33 So they got up that very hour and returned
to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and those with them gathered
together 34 and saying, “The Lord has really risen, and has appeared to
Simon!” 35Then they toldwhat hadhappened on the road, andhow they
recognized himwhen he broke the bread.

JesusMakes a Final Appearance
36 While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood among

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 But they were startled
and terrified, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 Then he said to them, “Why
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at
my hands andmy feet; it’s me! Touchme and see; a ghost does not have
flesh andbones like you see I have.” 40Whenhehad said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still could not believe it
(because of their joy) and were amazed, he said to them, “Do you have
anything here to eat?” 42 So they gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and
he took it and ate it in front of them.

Jesus’ Final Commission
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law
of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he
opened their minds so they could understand the scriptures, 46and said
to them, “Thus it stands written that the Christ would suffer and would
rise from thedeadon the thirdday, 47and repentance for the forgiveness
of sins would be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48Youarewitnesses of these things. 49And look, I am sending
you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.”

Jesus’Departure
50Then Jesus led themoutas farasBethany, and liftinguphishands, he

blessed them. 51Now during the blessing he departed andwas taken up
into heaven. 52 So they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, 53andwere continually in the temple courts blessing God.
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John
The Prologue to the Gospel

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was fully God. 2 The Word was with God in the beginning.
3All things were created by him, and apart from him not one thing was
created that has been created. 4 In himwas life, and the life was the light
of mankind. 5And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness
has not mastered it.

6A man came, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify about the light, so that everyonemight believe through
him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify about the
light. 9 The true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the
world. 10Hewas in theworld, and theworldwas created by him, but the
world did not recognize him. 11He came to what was his own, but his
own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who have received him –
those who believe in his name – he has given the right to become God’s
children 13 – children not born by human parents or by human desire or
a husband’s decision, but by God.

14Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We
saw his glory – the glory of the one and only, full of grace and truth, who
came from the Father. 15 John testified about him and shouted out, “This
one was the one about whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is greater
than I am, because he existed before me.’ ” 16 For we have all received
fromhis fullness one gracious gift after another. 17For the lawwas given
through Moses, but grace and truth came about through Jesus Christ.
18No one has ever seen God. The only one, himself God, who is in closest
fellowship with the Father, has made God known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19Now this was John’s testimonywhen the Jewish leaders sent priests

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed
– he did not deny but confessed – “I am not the Christ!” 21 So they asked
him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not!” “Are you
the Prophet?” He answered, “No!” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are
you? Tell us so that we can give an answer to those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?”

23 John said, “I am the voice of one shouting in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way for the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” 24 (Now they
had been sent from the Pharisees. ) 25So they asked John, “Why then are
you baptizing if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one
whom you do not recognize, 27who is coming after me. I am not worthy
to untie the strap of his sandal!” 28 These things happened in Bethany
across the Jordan River where Johnwas baptizing.

29On the next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look,
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one
about whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who is greater than I am,
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because he existed before me.’ 31 I did not recognize him, but I came
baptizing with water so that he could be revealed to Israel.”

32 Then John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending like a dove from
heaven, and it remained on him. 33And I did not recognize him, but the
onewho sentme tobaptizewithwater said tome, ‘Theoneonwhomyou
see the Spirit descending and remaining – this is the one who baptizes
with theHoly Spirit.’ 34 I have both seen and testified that thisman is the
Chosen One of God.”

35Again thenext day Johnwas standing therewith twoof his disciples.
36 Gazing at Jesus as he walked by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
37 When John’s two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus turned around and saw them following and said to them, “What
doyouwant?” So they said tohim, “Rabbi” (which is translatedTeacher),
“where are you staying?” 39 Jesus answered, “Come and youwill see.” So
they came and sawwhere hewas staying, and they stayedwith him that
day. Now it was about four o’clock in the afternoon.

Andrew’s Declaration
40 Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two disciples

who heard what John said and followed Jesus. 41He first found his own
brother Simon and told him, “We have found the Messiah!” (which is
translated Christ). 42 Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at
himand said, “You are Simon, the son of John. Youwill be called Cephas”
(which is translated Peter).

The Calling ofMore Disciples
43On the next day Jesus wanted to set out for Galilee. He found Philip

and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 (Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the
town of Andrew and Peter.) 45Philip foundNathanael and told him, “We
have found the oneMoses wrote about in the law, and the prophets also
wrote about – Jesus ofNazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46Nathanael replied,
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip replied, “Come and
see.”

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and exclaimed, “Look, a
true Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “How
do you know me?” Jesus replied, “Before Philip called you, when you
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi,
you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel!” 50 Jesus said to him,
“Because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe?
You will see greater things than these.” 51He continued, “I tell all of you
the solemn truth – you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

2
1Now on the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’

mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the
wedding. 3When thewine ranout, Jesus’mother said tohim, “Theyhave
no wine left.” 4 Jesus replied, “Woman, why are you saying this to me?
My time has not yet come.” 5Hismother told the servants, “Whatever he
tells you, do it.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial
washing, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus told the servants,



John 2:8 114 John 3:8

“Fill the water jars with water.” So they filled them up to the very
top. 8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the head
steward,” and they did. 9When the head steward tasted the water that
had been turned to wine, not knowing where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew), he called the bridegroom
10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the
cheaper wine when the guests are drunk. You have kept the good wine
until now!” 11 Jesus did this as the first of his miraculous signs, in Cana
of Galilee. In this way he revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in
him.

Cleansing the Temple
12After thishewentdowntoCapernaumwithhismotherandbrothers

and his disciples, and they stayed there a few days. 13Now the Jewish
feast of Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14
He found in the temple courts those whowere selling oxen and sheep

and doves, and the money changers sitting at tables. 15 So he made a
whip of cords and drove them all out of the temple courts, with the
sheep and the oxen. He scattered the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold the doves he said,
“Take these things away from here! Do not make my Father’s house a
marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it waswritten, “Zeal for
your house will devourme.”

18 So then the Jewish leaders responded, “What sign can you show us,
since you are doing these things?” 19 Jesus replied, “Destroy this temple
and in three days I will raise it up again.” 20Then the Jewish leaders said
tohim, “This templehasbeenunder construction for forty-six years, and
are you going to raise it up in three days?” 21 But Jesus was speaking
about the temple of his body. 22 So after he was raised from the dead,
his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the
scripture and the saying that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus at the Passover Feast
23Nowwhile Jesuswas in Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, many

people believed in his name because they saw the miraculous signs he
was doing. 24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, because he
knew all people. 25He did not need anyone to testify about man, for he
knewwhat was inman.

3
1 Now a certain man, a Pharisee named Nicodemus, who was a

member of the Jewish ruling council, 2 came to Jesus at night and said
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacherwho has come fromGod.
For no one could perform themiraculous signs that you do unless God is
with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is
born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said
to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter his
mother’s womb and be born a second time, can he?”

5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born
of water and spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6What is born
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be
amazed that I said to you, ‘Youmust all be born from above.’ 8The wind
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blowswherever itwill, andyouhear the sound itmakes, butdonotknow
where it comes from andwhere it is going. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus replied, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered,
“Are you the teacher of Israel andyet youdon’t understand these things?
11 I tell you the solemn truth, we speak about what we know and testify
about what we have seen, but you people do not accept our testimony.
12 If I have told you people about earthly things and you don’t believe,
how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven – the
Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son ofManbe lifted up, 15so that everyonewhobelieves in him
may have eternal life.”

16 For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world should be saved through him. 18 The one
whobelieves inhim isnot condemned. Theonewhodoesnotbelievehas
been condemnedalready, becausehehasnot believed in thenameof the
oneandonlySonofGod. 19Nowthis is thebasis for judging: that the light
has come into the world and people loved the darkness rather than the
light, because their deedswere evil. 20For everyonewho does evil deeds
hates the light and does not come to the light, so that their deedswill not
be exposed. 21But the one who practices the truth comes to the light, so
that it may be plainly evident that his deeds have been done in God.

Further Testimony About Jesus by John the Baptist
22 After this, Jesus and his disciples came into Judean territory, and

there he spent time with them and was baptizing. 23 John was also
baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and
people were coming to him and being baptized. 24 (For John had not yet
been thrown into prison.)

25Now a dispute came about between some of John’s disciples and a
certain Jew concerning ceremonial washing. 26 So they came to John
and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you on the other side of
the Jordan River, about whom you testified – see, he is baptizing, and
everyone is flocking to him!”

27 John replied, “No one can receive anything unless it has been given
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not
the Christ,’ but rather, ‘I have been sent before him.’ 29The one who has
the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands
by and listens for him, rejoices greatly when he hears the bridegroom’s
voice. This then is my joy, and it is complete. 30He must become more
important while I become less important.”

31 The one who comes from above is superior to all. The one who is
from the earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The
onewho comes from heaven is superior to all. 32He testifies about what
he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33The onewho
has accepted his testimony has confirmed clearly that God is truthful.
34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he does
not give the Spirit sparingly. 35The Father loves the Son and has placed
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all things under his authority. 36 The one who believes in the Son has
eternal life. The onewho rejects the Sonwill not see life, but God’swrath
remains on him.

4
1Nowwhen Jesus knew that the Pharisees had heard that hewaswin-

ning and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself
was not baptizing, but his discipleswere), 3he left Judea and set out once
more for Galilee.

ConversationWith a SamaritanWoman
4 But he had to pass through Samaria. 5Now he came to a Samaritan

town called Sychar, near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, so Jesus, since he was tired from the
journey, sat right down beside the well. It was about noon.

7A Samaritan woman came to drawwater. Jesus said to her, “Give me
some water to drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone off into the town to
buy supplies. ) 9 So the Samaritan woman said to him, “How can you –
a Jew – ask me, a Samaritan woman, for water to drink?” (For Jews use
nothing in commonwith Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you had known the gift of God and who it is
who said to you, ‘Give me some water to drink,’ you would have asked
him, and hewould have given you livingwater.” 11 “Sir,” thewoman said
to him, “you have no bucket and the well is deep; where then do you get
this living water? 12 Surely you’re not greater than our ancestor Jacob,
are you? For he gave us this well and drank from it himself, along with
his sons and his livestock.”

13 Jesus replied, “Everyone who drinks some of this water will be
thirsty again. 14 But whoever drinks some of the water that I will
give him will never be thirsty again, but the water that I will give him
will become in him a fountain of water springing up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be
thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 16He said to her, “Go call
your husband and come back here.” 17 The woman replied, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “Right you are when you said, ‘I have no
husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and theman you are living
with now is not your husband. This you said truthfully!”

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you people say that the place
wherepeoplemustworship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said toher, “Believe
me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You people worship what you
do not know. We worship what we know, because salvation is from
the Jews. 23 But a time is coming – and now is here – when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
seeks such people to be his worshipers. 24God is spirit, and the people
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ);
“whenever he comes, he will tell us everything.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I,
the one speaking to you, am he.”

The Disciples Return
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27 Now at that very moment his disciples came back. They were
shocked because hewas speakingwith awoman. However, no one said,
“What do you want?” or “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the
woman left her water jar, went off into the town and said to the people,
29“Come, see amanwho toldmeeverything I ever did. Surely he can’t be
theMessiah, can he?” 30 So they left the town and began coming to him.

Workers for the Harvest
31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33 So the disciples began to say to one another, “No one brought him
anything to eat, did they?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the
will of the one who sent me and to complete his work. 35Don’t you say,
‘Thereare fourmoremonthsand thencomes theharvest?’ I tell you, look
up and see that the fields are already white for harvest! 36The one who
reaps receives pay and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that the one who
sows and the one who reaps can rejoice together. 37 For in this instance
the saying is true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap
what you did not work for; others have labored and you have entered
into their labor.”

The Samaritans Respond
39Now many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of

the report of the woman who testified, “He told me everything I ever
did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they began asking him to
stay with them. He stayed there two days, 41 and because of his word
many more believed. 42 They said to the woman, “No longer do we
believe because of your words, for we have heard for ourselves, andwe
know that this one really is the Savior of the world.”

Onward to Galilee
43 After the two days he departed from there to Galilee. 44 (For Jesus

himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.)
45Sowhenhe came toGalilee, the Galileanswelcomedhimbecause they
had seen all the things he had done in Jerusalem at the feast (for they
themselves had gone to the feast).

Healing the Royal Official’s Son
46Now he came again to Cana there was a certain royal official whose

son was sick. 47When he heard that Jesus had come back from Judea
to Galilee, he went to him and begged him to come down and heal his
son, who was about to die. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people
see signs and wonders you will never believe!” 49 “Sir,” the official said
to him, “come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus told him, “Go home;
your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him,
and set off for home.

51 While he was on his way down, his slaves met him and told him
that his son was going to live. 52 So he asked them the time when his
condition began to improve, and they told him, “Yesterday at one o’clock
in theafternoon the fever lefthim.” 53Then the father realized that itwas
the very time Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live,” and he himself
believed along with his entire household. 54 Jesus did this as his second
miraculous sign when he returned from Judea to Galilee.
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5
1After this there was a Jewish feast, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool called Bethzatha in
Aramaic, which has five covered walkways. 3 A great number of sick,
blind, lame, and paralyzed people were lying in these walkways. 4 *
5 Now a man was there who had been disabled for thirty-eight years.
6When Jesus saw him lying there and when he realized that the man
had been disabled a long time already, he said to him, “Do you want to
become well?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put
me into the pool when the water is stirred up. While I am trying to get
into the water, someone else goes down there before me.” 8 Jesus said to
him, “Standup! Pick up yourmat andwalk.” 9 Immediately themanwas
healed, andhepickeduphismat and startedwalking. (Now that daywas
a Sabbath.)

10 So the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is
the Sabbath, and you are not permitted to carry your mat.” 11 But he
answered them, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your
mat and walk.’ ” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you,
‘Pick up your mat and walk’?” 13But the man who had been healed did
not knowwho it was, for Jesus had slipped out, since there was a crowd
in that place.

14After this Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “Look, you
have become well. Don’t sin any more, lest anything worse happen to
you.” 15Themanwent away and informed the Jewish leaders that Jesus
was the one who hadmade himwell.

Responding to Jewish Leaders
16 Now because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the

Jewish leaders began persecuting him. 17 So he told them, “My Father is
working until now, and I too amworking.” 18For this reason the Jewish
leaders were trying even harder to kill him, because not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was also calling God his own Father, thus
making himself equal with God.

19So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the solemn truth, the Son can do
nothingonhis own initiative, but onlywhathe sees theFatherdoing. For
whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise. 20 For the Father loves
the Son and shows him everything he does, and will show him greater
deeds than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father
raises thedeadandgives them life, so also theSongives life towhomever
he wishes. 22 Furthermore, the Father does not judge anyone, but has
assigned all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all people will honor the Son
just as they honor the Father. The one who does not honor the Son does
not honor the Father who sent him.

24 “I tell you the solemn truth, the one who hears my message and
believes theonewho sentmehas eternal life andwill not be condemned,
but has crossed over from death to life. 25 I tell you the solemn truth, a
time is coming – and is now here –when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God, and thosewho hearwill live. 26For just as the Father has
life in himself, thus he has granted the Son to have life in himself, 27and

* 5:4 [[EMPTY]]
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he has granted the Son authority to execute judgment, because he is the
Son of Man.

28“Donotbeamazedat this, becausea time is comingwhenallwhoare
in the tombswill hear his voice 29andwill come out – the oneswho have
donewhat is good to the resurrection resulting in life, and the ones who
have done what is evil to the resurrection resulting in condemnation.
30 I can do nothing on my own initiative. Just as I hear, I judge, and my
judgment is just, because I do not seek my own will, but the will of the
one who sent me.

More Testimony About Jesus
31“If I testifyaboutmyself,my testimony isnot true. 32There isanother

who testifies aboutme, and I know the testimony he testifies aboutme is
true. 33Youhave sent to John, andhehas testified to the truth. 34 (I do not
accept human testimony, but I say this so that you may be saved.) 35He
was a lamp that was burning and shining, and you wanted to rejoice
greatly for a short time in his light.

36 “But I have a testimony greater than that from John. For the deeds
that the Father has assignedme to complete – the deeds I am now doing
– testify about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who
sentme has himself testified aboutme. You people have never heard his
voice nor seen his format any time, 38nor do you have hisword residing
in you, because you do not believe the one whom he sent. 39 You study
the scriptures thoroughly because you think in themyoupossess eternal
life, and it is these same scriptures that testify about me, 40 but you are
not willing to come tome so that youmay have life.

41 “I do not accept praise from people, 42 but I know you, that you do
not have the love of Godwithin you. 43 I have come inmy Father’s name,
and you do not accept me. If someone else comes in his own name, you
will accept him. 44How can you believe, if you accept praise from one
another and don’t seek the praise that comes from the only God?

45 “Do not suppose that I will accuse you before the Father. The one
who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have placed your hope. 46 If
you believedMoses, you would believeme, because he wrote about me.
47But if you do not believe what Moses wrote, how will you believe my
words?”

6
1After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (also

called the Sea of Tiberias). 2 A large crowd was following him because
theywereobserving themiraculous signshewasperformingon the sick.
3 So Jesus went on up the mountainside and sat down there with his
disciples. 4 (Now the Jewish feast of the Passoverwas near.) 5Then Jesus,
whenhe lookedupandsawthat a large crowdwas coming tohim, said to
Philip, “Where can we buy bread so that these people may eat?” 6 (Now
Jesus said this to test him, for he knewwhat he was going to do.) 7Philip
replied, “Two hundred silver coins worth of breadwould not be enough
for them, for each one to get a little.” 8One of Jesus’ disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “Here is a boy who has five barley
loaves and two fish, but what good are these for somany people?”
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10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” (Now there was a lot of
grass in that place.) So the men sat down, about five thousand in
number. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks,
he distributed the bread to thosewhowere seated. He then did the same
with the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were all satisfied,
Jesus said to his disciples, “Gather up the broken pieces that are left over,
so that nothing is wasted.” 13So they gathered themup and filled twelve
baskets with broken pieces from the five barley loaves left over by the
people who had eaten.

14Nowwhen thepeople saw themiraculous sign that Jesusperformed,
they began to say to one another, “This is certainly the Prophet who is to
come into the world.” 15Then Jesus, because he knew they were going to
come and seize him by force to make him king, withdrew again up the
mountainside alone.

Walking onWater
16Nowwhen evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 got

into a boat, and started to cross the lake to Capernaum. (It had already
become dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.) 18 By now a strong
wind was blowing and the sea was getting rough. 19 Then, when they
had rowed about three or four miles, they caught sight of Jesus walking
on the lake, approaching the boat, and they were frightened. 20 But he
said to them, “It is I. Do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to take him
into the boat, and immediately the boat came to the landwhere they had
been heading.

22 The next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the lake
realized that only one small boat had been there, and that Jesus had not
boarded it with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone.
23But someboats fromTiberias came to shore near the placewhere they
had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the
crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got
into the boats and came to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

Jesus’Discourse About the Bread of Life
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him,

“Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn
truth, you are looking forme not because you sawmiraculous signs, but
because you ate all the loaves of bread you wanted. 27Do not work for
the food that disappears, but for the food that remains to eternal life –
the food which the Son of Man will give to you. For God the Father has
put his seal of approval on him.”

28So then they said to him, “Whatmust we do to accomplish the deeds
Godrequires?” 29 Jesus replied, “This is thedeedGodrequires – tobelieve
in the onewhomhe sent.” 30So they said to him, “Thenwhatmiraculous
sign will you perform, so that we may see it and believe you? What will
you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ”

32Then Jesus told them, “I tell you the solemn truth, it is notMoseswho
has given you the bread from heaven, but my Father is giving you the
true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes
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down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him,
“Sir, give us this bread all the time!”

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. The one who comes to
me will never go hungry, and the one who believes in me will never be
thirsty. 36 But I told you that you have seen me and still do not believe.
37 Everyone whom the Father gives me will come to me, and the one
who comes to me I will never send away. 38For I have come down from
heavennot to domyownwill but thewill of the onewho sentme. 39Now
this is the will of the onewho sentme – that I should not lose one person
of every one he has givenme, but raise them all up at the last day. 40For
this is the will of my Father – for everyone who looks on the Son and
believes in him to have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last
day.”

41 Then the Jews who were hostile to Jesus began complaining about
him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven,”
42 and they said, “Isn’t this Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and
mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from
heaven’?” 43 Jesus replied, “Do not complain about me to one another.
44No one can come tome unless the Fatherwho sentme draws him, and
I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘ And
they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who hears and learns from the
Father comes to me. 46 (Not that anyone has seen the Father except the
one who is from God – he has seen the Father.) 47 I tell you the solemn
truth, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life.
49Your ancestors ate themanna in thewilderness, and they died. 50This
is the bread that has come down from heaven, so that a person may eat
from it andnotdie. 51 I am the livingbread that camedown fromheaven.
If anyone eats from this bread he will live forever. The bread that I will
give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

52 Then the Jews who were hostile to Jesus began to argue with one
another, “Howcan thismangiveushisflesh to eat?” 53 Jesus said to them,
“I tell you the solemn truth, unless youeat thefleshof the SonofManand
drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 The one who eats my
flesh and drinksmy blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the
last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 The
one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood resides in me, and I in him.
57 Just as the living Father sentme, and I live because of the Father, so the
one who consumes me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that
came down from heaven; it is not like the bread your ancestors ate, but
then later died. The one who eats this bread will live forever.”

Many Followers Depart
59 Jesus said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue in

Capernaum. 60Thenmanyofhisdisciples,when theyheard these things,
said, “This is a difficult saying! Who can understand it?” 61When Jesus
was aware that his disciples were complaining about this, he said to
them, “Does this cause you to be offended? 62 Then what if you see the
Son ofMan ascendingwhere hewas before? 63The Spirit is the onewho
gives life; human nature is of no help! The words that I have spoken
to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not
believe.” (For Jesus had already known from the beginning who those
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were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 So
Jesus added, “Becauseof this I told you thatnoone cancome tomeunless
the Father has allowed him to come.”

Peter’s Confession
66 After this many of his disciples quit following him and did not

accompany him any longer. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You don’t
want to go away too, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom would we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have
come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God!” 70 Jesus
replied, “Didn’t I choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is the devil?”
71 (Now he said this about Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for Judas, one of
the twelve, was going to betray him.)

7
1After this Jesus traveled throughout Galilee. He stayed out of Judea

because the Jewish leaders wanted to kill him. 2 Now the Jewish feast
of Tabernacles was near. 3 So Jesus’ brothers advised him, “Leave here
and go to Judea so your disciples may see your miracles that you are
performing. 4 For no one who seeks to make a reputation for himself
does anything in secret. If you are doing these things, show yourself to
the world.” 5 (For not even his own brothers believed in him.)

6 So Jesus replied, “My time has not yet arrived, but you are ready at
any opportunity! 7The world cannot hate you, but it hates me, because
I am testifying about it that its deeds are evil. 8 You go up to the feast
yourselves. I am not going up to this feast because my time has not yet
fully arrived.” 9When he had said this, he remained in Galilee.

10 But when his brothers had gone up to the feast, then Jesus himself
also went up, not openly but in secret. 11 So the Jewish leaders were
looking for him at the feast, asking, “Where is he?” 12 There was a lot
of grumbling about him among the crowds. Some were saying, “He is a
good man,” but others, “He deceives the common people.” 13However,
no one spoke openly about him for fear of the Jewish leaders.

Teaching in the Temple
14 When the feast was half over, Jesus went up to the temple courts

and began to teach. 15 Then the Jewish leaders were astonished and
said, “How does this man know somuch when he has never had formal
instruction?” 16 So Jesus replied, “My teaching is not fromme, but from
the one who sent me. 17 If anyone wants to do God’s will, he will know
about my teaching, whether it is from God or whether I speak frommy
own authority. 18 The person who speaks on his own authority desires
to receive honor for himself; the one who desires the honor of the one
who sent him is a man of integrity, and there is no unrighteousness in
him. 19Hasn’t Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the
law! Why do youwant to kill me?”

20 The crowd answered, “You’re possessed by a demon! Who is
trying to kill you?” 21 Jesus replied, “I performed one miracle and you
are all amazed. 22 However, because Moses gave you the practice of
circumcision (not that it came from Moses, but from the forefathers),
you circumcise a male child on the Sabbath. 23 But if a male child is
circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses is not broken, why
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are you angry with me because I made a man completely well on the
Sabbath? 24 Do not judge according to external appearance, but judge
with proper judgment.”

Questions About Jesus’ Identity
25Then some of the residents of Jerusalem began to say, “Isn’t this the

man they are trying to kill? 26Yet here he is, speaking publicly, and they
are saying nothing to him. Do the rulers really know that this man is
the Christ? 27But we know where this man comes from. Whenever the
Christ comes, no one will knowwhere he comes from.”

28Then Jesus, while teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “You both
knowmeandknowwhere I come from! And I havenot comeonmyown
initiative, but the one who sent me is true. You do not know him, 29but I
know him, because I have come from him and he sent me.”

30 So then they tried to seize Jesus, but no one laid a hand on him,
because his time had not yet come. 31 Yet many of the crowd believed
in him and said, “Whenever the Christ comes, he won’t perform more
miraculous signs than this man did, will he?”

32ThePhariseesheard the crowdmurmuring these things about Jesus,
so the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33Then
Jesus said, “I will be with you for only a little while longer, and then I am
going to the one who sent me. 34 You will look for me but will not find
me, and where I am you cannot come.”

35 Then the Jewish leaders said to one another, “Where is he going to
go that we cannot find him? He is not going to go to the Jewish people
dispersed among the Greeks and teach the Greeks, is he? 36What did he
mean by saying, ‘You will look for me but will not find me, and where I
am you cannot come’?”

Teaching About the Spirit
37 On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood up and

shouted out, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me, and 38 let the one
who believes in me drink. Just as the scripture says, ‘ From within him
will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39 (Now he said this about the Spirit,
whom those who believed in him were going to receive, for the Spirit
had not yet been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.)

Differing Opinions About Jesus
40When theyheard thesewords, someof the crowdbegan to say, “This

really is the Prophet!” 41Others said, “This is the Christ!” But still others
said, “No, for the Christ doesn’t come from Galilee, does he? 42Don’t the
scriptures say that the Christ is a descendant of David and comes from
Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” 43 So there was a division in
the crowd because of Jesus. 44 Some of themwere wanting to seize him,
but no one laid a hand on him.

Lack of Belief
45 Then the officers returned to the chief priests and Pharisees, who

said to them, “Why didn’t you bring him back with you?” 46The officers
replied, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47 Then the Pharisees
answered, “You haven’t been deceived too, have you? 48 None of the
rulers or the Pharisees have believed in him, have they? 49 But this
rabble who do not know the law are accursed!”
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50Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before and who was one of the
rulers, said, 51“Our lawdoesn’t condemnamanunless it first hears from
him and learns what he is doing, does it?” 52 They replied, “You aren’t
from Galilee too, are you? Investigate carefully and you will see that no
prophet comes from Galilee!”

AWoman Caught in Adultery
53 [[And each one departed to his own house.

8
1But Jesuswent to theMount of Olives. 2Early in themorning he came

to the temple courts again. All the people came to him, and he sat down
and began to teach them. 3 The experts in the law and the Pharisees
brought a woman who had been caught committing adultery. They
madeher stand in front of them 4and said to Jesus, “Teacher, thiswoman
was caught in the very act of adultery. 5 In the law Moses commanded us
to stone to death suchwomen. What then do you say?” 6 (Now theywere
asking this in an attempt to trap him, so that they could bring charges
against him.) Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground with his finger.
7When they persisted in asking him, he stood up straight and replied,
“Whoever amongyou is guiltlessmaybe thefirst to throwa stoneat her.”
8Then he bent over again and wrote on the ground.

9Now when they heard this, they began to drift away one at a time,
starting with the older ones, until Jesus was left alone with the woman
standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up straight and said to her, “Woman,
where are they? Did no one condemn you?” 11 She replied, “No one,
Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn you either. Go, and from now
on do not sin anymore.”]]

Jesus as the Light of theWorld
12 Then Jesus spoke out again, “I am the light of the world. The one

who follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.” 13 So the Pharisees objected, “You testify about yourself; your
testimony is not true!” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify about myself,
my testimony is true, because I know where I came from and where I
am going. But you people do not know where I came from or where I
am going. 15 You people judge by outward appearances; I do not judge
anyone. 16 But if I judge, my evaluation is accurate, because I am not
alonewhen I judge, but I and the Fatherwho sentme do so together. 17 It
is written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I testify
about myself and the Father who sent me testifies about me.”

19Then they began asking him, “Who is your father?” Jesus answered,
“You do not know either me or my Father. If you knew me you would
knowmy Father too.” 20 (Jesus spoke these words near the offering box
while he was teaching in the temple courts. No one seized him because
his time had not yet come.)

Where Jesus Came From andWhere He is Going
21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will look

for me but will die in your sin. Where I am going you cannot come.”
22So the Jewish leaders began to say, “Perhaps he is going to kill himself,
because he says, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ ” 23 Jesus replied,
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“You people are from below; I am from above. You people are from this
world; I am not from this world. 24 Thus I told you that you will die in
your sins. For unless you believe that I am he, you will die in your sins.”

25So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus replied, “What I have told
you from the beginning. 26 I havemany things to say and to judge about
you, but the Father who sent me is truthful, and the things I have heard
from him I speak to the world.” 27 (They did not understand that he was
telling them about his Father.)

28 Then Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will
know that I am he, and I do nothing on my own initiative, but I speak
just what the Father taught me. 29And the one who sent me is with me.
He has not left me alone, because I always do those things that please
him.” 30While hewas saying these things, many people believed in him.

Abraham’s Children and the Devil’s Children
31 Then Jesus said to those Judeans who had believed him, “If you

continue to follow my teaching, you are really my disciples 32 and
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 “We are
descendants of Abraham,” they replied, “and have never been anyone’s
slaves! How can you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered
them, “I tell you the solemn truth, everyone who practices sin is a slave
of sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the family forever, but the son
remains forever. 36 So if the son sets you free, you will be really free.
37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. But you want to kill me,
because my teaching makes no progress among you. 38 I am telling you
the things I have seen while with the Father; as for you, practice the
things you have heard from the Father!”

39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father!” Jesus replied, “If
you are Abraham’s children, youwould be doing the deeds of Abraham.
40But now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth I
heard from God. Abraham did not do this! 41 You people are doing the
deeds of your father.”
Then they said to Jesus, “We were not born as a result of immorality!

We have only one Father, God himself.” 42 Jesus replied, “If God were
your Father, you would love me, for I have come from God and am now
here. I have not come onmy own initiative, but he sentme. 43Whydon’t
you understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot accept my
teaching. 44You people are from your father the devil, and you want to
dowhatyour fatherdesires. Hewasamurderer fromthebeginning, and
does not uphold the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever
he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, because he is a liar and
the father of lies. 45 But because I am telling you the truth, you do not
believe me. 46Who among you can prove me guilty of any sin? If I am
telling you the truth, why don’t you believeme? 47The one who belongs
toGod listensandresponds toGod’swords. Youdon’t listenandrespond,
because you don’t belong to God.”

48 The Judeans replied, “Aren’t we correct in saying that you are a
Samaritan and are possessed by a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I am not
possessed by a demon, but I honormy Father – and yet you dishonorme.
50 I am not trying to get praise for myself. There is one who demands
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it, and he also judges. 51 I tell you the solemn truth, if anyone obeys my
teaching, he will never see death.”

52Then the Judeans responded, “Nowwe know you’re possessed by a
demon! BothAbrahamand theprophets died, andyet you say, ‘If anyone
obeysmy teaching, hewill never experience death.’ 53Youaren’t greater
than our father Abrahamwho died, are you? And the prophets died too!
Who do you claim to be?” 54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory
is worthless. The one who glorifies me is my Father, about whom you
people say, ‘He is our God.’ 55Yet you do not know him, but I know him.
If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you. But
I do know him, and I obey his teaching. 56 Your father Abraham was
overjoyed to see my day, and he saw it and was glad.”

57Then the Judeans replied, “You are not yet fifty years old! Have you
seenAbraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the solemn truth, before
Abraham came into existence, I am!” 59 Then they picked up stones to
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out from the temple area.

9
1Nowas Jesuswas passing by, he saw amanwho had been blind from

birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who committed the sin that
caused him to be born blind, thisman or his parents?” 3 Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but he was born blind so that
theacts ofGodmaybe revealed throughwhathappens tohim. 4Wemust
perform the deeds of the one who sent me as long as it is daytime. Night
is comingwhen no one canwork. 5As long as I am in theworld, I am the
light of the world.” 6Having said this, he spat on the ground and made
somemudwith the saliva. He smeared themud on the blindman’s eyes
7 and said to him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated
“sent”). So the blindmanwent away andwashed, and cameback seeing.

8 Then the neighbors and the people who had seen him previously as
a beggar began saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”
9Somepeople said, “This is theman!” while others said, “No, buthe looks
likehim.” Themanhimself kept insisting, “I amtheone!” 10So theyasked
him, “How then were you made to see?” 11He replied, “The man called
Jesus made mud, smeared it on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.’ So I went and washed, and was able to see.” 12 They said to him,
“Where is that man?” He replied, “I don’t know.”

The Pharisees’ Reaction to the Healing
13Theybrought themanwhoused tobeblind to thePharisees. 14 (Now

the day on which Jesus made the mud and caused him to see was a
Sabbath.) 15 So the Pharisees asked him again how he had gained his
sight. He replied, “He put mud on my eyes and I washed, and now I am
able to see.”

16Then some of the Pharisees began to say, “Thisman is not fromGod,
because he does not observe the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner perform such miraculous signs?” Thus there was
a division among them. 17 So again they asked the man who used to be
blind, “What do you say about him, since he caused you to see?” “He is a
prophet,” the man replied.
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18 Now the Jewish religious leaders refused to believe that he had
really been blind and had gained his sight until at last they summoned
the parents of the man who had become able to see. 19 They asked the
parents, “Is this your son,whomyou saywasbornblind? Thenhowdoes
he now see?” 20So his parents replied, “Weknow that this is our son and
that hewas born blind. 21Butwe do not knowhowhe is now able to see,
nor do we know who caused him to see. Ask him, he is a mature adult.
Hewill speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they
were afraid of the Jewish religious leaders. For the Jewish leaders had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Christ would
be put out of the synagogue. 23 For this reason his parents said, “He is a
mature adult, ask him.”)

24 Then they summoned the man who used to be blind a second time
and said to him, “Promise before God to tell the truth. We know that this
man is a sinner.” 25He replied, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. I
do know one thing – that although I was blind, now I can see.” 26 Then
they said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he cause you to see?”
27He answered, “I told you already and you didn’t listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? You people don’t want to become his disciples too,
do you?”

28 They heaped insults on him, saying, “You are his disciple! We are
disciples of Moses! 29We know that God has spoken to Moses! We do
not know where this man comes from!” 30 The man replied, “This is a
remarkable thing, that you don’t knowwhere he comes from, and yet he
caused me to see! 31We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but if
anyone is devout and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never before
has anyone heard of someone causing a man born blind to see. 33 If this
manwerenot fromGod, he coulddonothing.” 34Theyreplied, “Youwere
born completely in sinfulness, and yet you presume to teach us?”
So they threw him out.
TheMan’s Response to Jesus

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, so he found theman and
said tohim, “Doyoubelieve in the SonofMan?” 36Themanreplied, “And
who ishe, sir, that Imaybelieve inhim?” 37 Jesus toldhim, “Youhaveseen
him; he is the one speaking with you.” 38 [He said, “Lord, I believe,” and
he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said,] “For judgment I have come into this
world, so that those who do not see may gain their sight, and the ones
who seemay become blind.”

40Someof the Phariseeswhowerewith himheard this and askedhim,
“We are not blind too, are we?” 41 Jesus replied, “If you were blind, you
would not be guilty of sin, but now because you claim that you can see,
your guilt remains.”

10
1 “I tell you the solemn truth, the onewho does not enter the sheepfold

by the door, but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a robber.
2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The
doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought
all his own sheep out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him
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because they recognize his voice. 5Theywill never follow a stranger, but
will run away from him, because they do not recognize the stranger’s
voice.” 6 Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand what
he was saying to them.

7So Jesus said to themagain, “I tell you the solemn truth, I am the door
for the sheep. 8All who came before me were thieves and robbers, but
the sheepdidnot listen to them. 9 I am thedoor. If anyone enters through
me, hewill be saved, andwill come inandgoout, andfindpasture. 10The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come so that they
may have life, andmay have it abundantly.

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not a shepherd and does not own
sheep, sees the wolf coming and abandons the sheep and runs away. So
the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them. 13 Because he is a hired
hand and is not concerned about the sheep, he runs away.

14 “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me –
15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down
my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not come from this
sheepfold. Imust bring them too, and theywill listen tomy voice, so that
there will be one flock and one shepherd. 17This is why the Father loves
me – because I lay down my life, so that I may take it back again. 18No
one takes it away fromme, but I lay it down of my own free will. I have
theauthority to lay it down, and Ihave theauthority to take it backagain.
This commandment I received frommy Father.”

19Another sharpdivision tookplace among the Jewish people because
of these words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He is possessed by a
demon and has lost his mind! Why do you listen to him?” 21Others said,
“These are not the words of someone possessed by a demon. A demon
cannot cause the blind to see, can it?”

Jesus at the Feast of Dedication
22Then came the feast of the Dedication in Jerusalem. 23 It waswinter,

and Jesus was walking in the temple area in Solomon’s Portico. 24 The
Jewish leaders surrounded him and asked, “How long will you keep us
in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus replied, “I
told you and you do not believe. The deeds I do in my Father’s name
testify about me. 26 But you refuse to believe because you are not my
sheep. 27My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish; no one will
snatch them from my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me,
is greater than all, and no one can snatch them frommy Father’s hand.
30The Father and I are one.”

31 The Jewish leaders picked up rocks again to stone him to death.
32 Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good deeds from the
Father. For which one of them are you going to stoneme?” 33The Jewish
leaders replied, “We are not going to stone you for a good deed but for
blasphemy, because you, a man, are claiming to be God.”

34 Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘ I said, you are gods’?
35 If those people to whom theword of God camewere called ‘gods’ (and
the scripture cannot be broken), 36 do you say about the one whom the



John 10:37 129 John 11:26

Father set apart and sent into theworld, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because
I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I do not perform the deeds ofmy Father,
do not believe me. 38 But if I do them, even if you do not believe me,
believe the deeds, so that you may come to know and understand that
I am in the Father and the Father is inme.” 39Then they attempted again
to seize him, but he escaped their clutches.

40 Jesus went back across the Jordan River again to the place where
John had been baptizing at an earlier time, and he stayed there. 41Many
came to him and began to say, “John performed nomiraculous sign, but
everything John said about thismanwas true!” 42Andmany believed in
Jesus there.

11
1Now a certain man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany,

the village where Mary and her sister Martha lived. 2 (Now it was Mary
whoanointed theLordwithperfumedoil andwipedhis feetdrywithher
hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 3 So the sisters sent a message to
Jesus, “Lord, look, the one you love is sick.” 4When Jesus heard this, he
said, “This sickness will not lead to death, but to God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 (Now Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus.)

6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he remained in the place
wherehewas for twomoredays. 7Thenafter this, he said tohisdisciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish
leaders were just now trying to stone you to death! Are you going there
again?” 9 Jesus replied, “Are there not twelve hours in a day? If anyone
walks around in the daytime, he does not stumble, because he sees the
light of this world. 10But if anyone walks around at night, he stumbles,
because the light is not in him.”

11After he said this, he added, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep.
But I amgoing there to awakenhim.” 12Then thedisciples replied, “Lord,
if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 (Now Jesus had been talking
about his death, but they thought he had been talking about real sleep.)

14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and I am glad for
your sake that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him.” 16 So Thomas (called Didymus ) said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
go too, so that wemay die with him.”

SpeakingwithMartha andMary
17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been in the tomb

four days already. 18 (Now Bethany was less than two miles from
Jerusalem, 19 so many of the Jewish people of the region had come to
Martha and Mary to console them over the loss of their brother.) 20 So
when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him,
but Mary was sitting in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brotherwould not have died. 22But even now I know
that whatever you ask from God, God will grant you.”

23 Jesus replied, “Your brother will come back to life again.” 24Martha
said, “I know that he will come back to life again in the resurrection at
the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The
onewho believes inmewill live even if he dies, 26and the onewho lives
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and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She replied,
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God who comes
into the world.”

28Andwhen shehad said this,Marthawent and called her sisterMary,
saying privately, “The Teacher is here and is asking for you.” 29 So when
Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 (Now Jesus had
not yet entered the village, but was still in the place where Martha had
come out to meet him.) 31 Then the people who were with Mary in the
house consoling her saw her get up quickly and go out. They followed
her, because they thought she was going to the tomb to weep there.

32Now when Mary came to the place where Jesus was and saw him,
she fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and
the people who had come with her weeping, he was intensely moved in
spirit and greatly distressed. 34He asked, “Where have you laid him?”
They replied, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 Thus the people
who had come to mourn said, “Look how much he loved him!” 37 But
some of them said, “This is the man who caused the blind man to see!
Couldn’t he have done something to keep Lazarus from dying?”

Lazarus Raised from the Dead
38 Jesus, intenselymoved again, came to the tomb. (Now it was a cave,

and a stone was placed across it.) 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the deceased, replied, “Lord, by this time the body
will have a bad smell, because he has been buried four days.” 40 Jesus
responded, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you would see the glory
of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you that you have listened to me. 42 I knew that you
always listen to me, but I said this for the sake of the crowd standing
around here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had
said this, he shouted in a loudvoice, “Lazarus, comeout!” 44Theonewho
had died came out, his feet and hands tied up with strips of cloth, and a
cloth wrapped around his face. Jesus said to them, “Unwrap him and let
him go.”

The Response of the Jewish Leaders
45 Then many of the people, who had come with Mary and had seen

the things Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the
Pharisees and reported to them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief
priests and the Pharisees called the council together and said, “What are
we doing? For this man is performing many miraculous signs. 48 If we
allow him to go on in this way, everyone will believe in him, and the
Romans will come and take away our sanctuary and our nation.”

49 Then one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said,
“You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is more to your
advantage to have oneman die for the people than for the whole nation
to perish.” 51 (Now he did not say this on his own, but because he
was high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for
the Jewish nation, 52 and not for the Jewish nation only, but to gather
together into one the children of Godwho are scattered.) 53So from that
day they planned together to kill him.
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54Thus Jesus no longer went around publicly among the Judeans, but
went away from there to the regionnear thewilderness, to a town called
Ephraim, and stayed there with his disciples. 55 Now the Jewish feast
of Passover was near, and many people went up to Jerusalem from the
rural areas before the Passover to cleanse themselves ritually. 56 Thus
they were looking for Jesus, and saying to one another as they stood in
the temple courts, “What do you think? That hewon’t come to the feast?”
57 (Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone
who knew where Jesus was should report it, so that they could arrest
him.)

12
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where

Lazarus lived, whom he had raised from the dead. 2 So they prepared
a dinner for Jesus there. Martha was serving, and Lazarus was among
those present at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took three quarters of
a pound of expensive aromatic oil from pure nard and anointed the feet
of Jesus. She then wiped his feet dry with her hair. (Now the house was
filledwith the fragrance of the perfumed oil.) 4But Judas Iscariot, one of
his disciples (the one who was going to betray him) said, 5 “Why wasn’t
this oil sold for three hundred silver coins and the money given to the
poor?” 6 (Now Judas said this not because he was concerned about the
poor, but because hewas a thief. As keeper of themoney box, he used to
stealwhatwas put into it.) 7So Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has kept
it for the day of my burial. 8For youwill always have the poor with you,
but you will not always haveme!”

9Now a large crowd of Judeans learned that Jesus was there, and so
they came not only because of him but also to see Lazaruswhomhe had
raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests planned to kill Lazarus too,
11 for on account of himmany of the Jewish people from Jerusalemwere
going away and believing in Jesus.

The Triumphal Entry
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees
and went out to meet him. They began to shout, “ Hosanna! Blessed is
the onewho comes in the name of the Lord*! Blessed is the king of Israel!”
14 Jesus founda youngdonkey and sat on it, just as it iswritten, 15 “Donot
be afraid, people of Zion; look, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s
colt!” 16 (His disciples did not understand these things when they first
happened, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that
these thingswerewrittenabouthimand that these thingshadhappened
to him.)

17So the crowdwho had beenwith himwhen he called Lazarus out of
the tomb and raised him from the deadwere continuing to testify about
it. 18Because they had heard that Jesus had performed this miraculous
sign, the crowd went out to meet him. 19 Thus the Pharisees said to one
another, “You see that you can do nothing. Look, the world has run off
after him!”

Seekers
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20Now some Greeks were among those who had gone up to worship
at the feast. 21 So these approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in
Galilee, and requested, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went
and told Andrew, and they both went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus replied,
“The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 I tell you the
solemn truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
remains by itself alone. But if it dies, it produces much grain. 25The one
who loves his life destroys it, and the onewho hates his life in this world
guards it for eternal life. 26 If anyone wants to serve me, he must follow
me, and where I am, my servant will be too. If anyone serves me, the
Father will honor him.

27 “Nowmy soul is greatly distressed. And what should I say? ‘Father,
deliver me from this hour’? No, but for this very reason I have come to
this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came fromheaven,
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood
there and heard the voice said that it had thundered. Others said that
an angel had spoken to him. 30 Jesus said, “This voice has not come for
my benefit but for yours. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the
ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all people tomyself.” 33 (Nowhe said this to indicate
clearly what kind of death he was going to die.)

34 Then the crowd responded, “We have heard from the law that the
Christ will remain forever. How can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be
lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 Jesus replied, “The light is with
you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darknessmaynot overtake you. Theonewhowalks in thedarkness does
not know where he is going. 36While you have the light, believe in the
light, so that you may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these
things, he went away and hid himself from them.

The Outcome of Jesus’ PublicMinistry Foretold
37 Although Jesus had performed so many miraculous signs before

them, they still refused to believe in him, 38 so that the word of Isaiah
the prophet would be fulfilled. He said, “
Lord| strong="G2962", who has believed our message, and to

whom has the arm of the Lord, who has believed our message, and
to whomhas the arm of the Lord
been revealed| strong="G0601"?” 39 For this reason they could not

believe, because again Isaiah said,
40 “He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and understandwith their heart,
and turn tome, and I would heal them*.”

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw Christ’s glory, and spoke
about him.
42 Nevertheless, even among the rulers many believed in him, but

because of the Pharisees theywould not confess Jesus to be the Christ, so
that theywould not be put out of the synagogue. 43For they loved praise
frommenmore than praise from God.

Jesus’ Final PublicWords
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44But Jesus shouted out, “The onewho believes inme does not believe
in me, but in the one who sent me, 45 and the one who sees me sees
the one who sent me. 46 I have come as a light into the world, so that
everyonewhobelieves inmeshouldnot remain indarkness. 47 If anyone
hears my words and does not obey them, I do not judge him. For I have
not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 The one who
rejects me and does not accept my words has a judge; the word I have
spoken will judge him at the last day. 49 For I have not spoken from
my own authority, but the Father himself who sent me has commanded
me what I should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his
commandment is eternal life. Thus the things I say, I say just as the
Father has told me.”

13
1 Just before the Passover feast, Jesus knew that his time had come to

depart from this world to the Father. Having loved his ownwhowere in
theworld, he now loved them to the very end. 2The eveningmealwas in
progress, and the devil had already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son, that he should betray Jesus. 3Because Jesus knew that the
Father had handed all things over to him, and that he had come from
God and was going back to God, 4he got up from the meal, removed his
outer clothes, took a towel and tied it around himself. 5Hepouredwater
into thewashbasin and began towash the disciples’ feet and to dry them
with the towel he had wrapped around himself.

6Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going
to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not understand what I am
doing now, but you will understand after these things.” 8 Peter said to
him, “You will never washmy feet!” Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you,
you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, wash not
onlymy feet, but alsomy hands andmyhead!” 10 Jesus replied, “The one
whohas bathedneeds only towashhis feet, but is completely clean. And
you disciples are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 (For Jesus knew the
onewhowas going to betray him. For this reasonhe said, “Not every one
of you is clean.”)

12 So when Jesus had washed their feet and put his outer clothing
back on, he took his place at the table again and said to them, “Do you
understandwhat Ihavedone foryou? 13Youcallme ‘Teacher’and ‘Lord,’
and do so correctly, for that is what I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you too ought to wash one another’s
feet. 15 For I have given you an example – you should do just as I have
done for you. 16 I tell you the solemn truth, the slave is not greater than
his master, nor is the one who is sent as a messenger greater than the
one who sent him. 17 If you understand these things, youwill be blessed
if you do them.

The Announcement of Jesus’ Betrayal
18 “What I am saying does not refer to all of you. I know the ones I have

chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture, ‘
The onewho eats|strong="G5176"my breadmy bread
has turned|strong="G1869" against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now,

before it happens, so thatwhen it happens youmay believe that I amhe.
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20 I tell you the solemn truth, whoever accepts the one I send acceptsme,
and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”

21Whenhehad said these things, Jesuswas greatly distressed in spirit,
and testified, “I tell you the solemn truth, one of you will betray me.”
22 The disciples began to look at one another, worried and perplexed
to know which of them he was talking about. 23 One of his disciples,
the one Jesus loved, was at the table to the right of Jesus in a place of
honor. 24So Simon Peter gestured to this disciple to ask Jesus who it was
he was referring to. 25 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved leaned back
against Jesus’ chest and asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus replied, “It
is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread after I have dipped it
in the dish.” Then he dipped the piece of bread in the dish and gave it
to Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son. 27And after Judas took the piece of bread,
Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are about to do,
do quickly.” 28 (Now none of those present at the table understood why
Jesus said this to Judas. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the
money box, Jesus was telling him to buy whatever they needed for the
feast, or to give something to the poor.) 30 Judas took the piece of bread
andwent out immediately. (Now it was night.)

The Prediction of Peter’s Denial
31 When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is

glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God
will also glorify him in himself, and he will glorify him right away.
33 Children, I am still with you for a little while. You will look for me,
and just as I said to the Jewish religious leaders, ‘Where I am going you
cannot come,’ now I tell you the same.

34 “I give you a new commandment – to love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 Everyone will know by
this that you aremy disciples – if you have love for one another.”

36SimonPeter said to him, “Lord,where are you going?” Jesus replied,
“Where I amgoing, you cannot followmenow, but youwill follow later.”
37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down
my life for you!” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you laydownyour life forme? I
tell you the solemn truth, the roosterwill not crowuntil youhavedenied
me three times!

14
1 “Do not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God; believe

also in me. 2 There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house.
Otherwise, I would have told you, because I am going away to make
ready a place for you. 3 And if I go and make ready a place for you, I
will come again and take you to bewithme, so that where I am youmay
be too. 4And you know the waywhere I am going.”

5 Thomas said, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” 6 Jesus replied, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except throughme. 7 If you have known
me, you will know my Father too. And from now on you do know him
and have seen him.”

8Philip said, “Lord, showus the Father, andwewill be content.” 9 Jesus
replied, “Have I been with you for so long, and you have not knownme,
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Philip? The person who has seen me has seen the Father! How can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father,
and the Father is inme? Thewords that I say to you, I do not speak onmy
own initiative, but the Father residing in me performs his miraculous
deeds. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me,
but if you do not believe me, believe because of the miraculous deeds
themselves. 12 I tell you the solemn truth, the person who believes in
mewill perform themiraculous deeds that I amdoing, andwill perform
greater deeds than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14 If you askme anything inmy name, I will do it.

Teaching on the Holy Spirit
15 “If you loveme, youwill obeymy commandments. 16Then Iwill ask

the Father, and hewill give you another Advocate to bewith you forever
– 17 the Spirit of truth,whomtheworld cannot accept, because it doesnot
see him or know him. But you know him, because he resides with you
andwill be in you.

18 “I will not abandon you as orphans, I will come to you. 19 In a little
while the world will not seeme any longer, but youwill seeme; because
I live, you will live too. 20 You will know at that time that I am in my
Father and you are in me and I am in you. 21 The person who has my
commandments and obeys them is the one who loves me. The one who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will reveal
myself to him.”

22 “Lord,” Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “what has happened that you
are going to reveal yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus replied,
“If anyone lovesme, hewill obeymyword, andmy Fatherwill love him,
and we will come to him and take up residence with him. 24The person
who does not love me does not obey my words. And the word you hear
is not mine, but the Father’s who sent me.

25 “I have spoken these things while staying with you. 26 But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you everything, andwill cause you to remember everything I said
to you.

27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; I do not give it to
you as the world does. Do not let your hearts be distressed or lacking in
courage. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming
back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the
Father, because the Father is greater than I am. 29 I have told you now
before it happens, so that when it happens youmay believe. 30 I will not
speakwith youmuch longer, for the ruler of thisworld is coming. Hehas
no power over me, 31 but I am doing just what the Father commanded
me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Get up, let us go
from here.”

15
1 “I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. 2He takes away

every branch that does not bear fruit in me. He prunes every branch
that bears fruit so that it will bear more fruit. 3 You are clean already
because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I
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will remain in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless
it remains in the vine, so neither can you unless you remain inme.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in
me – and I in him – bears much fruit, because apart from me you can
accomplish nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown
out like a branch, and dries up; and such branches are gathered up and
thrown into the fire, and are burned up. 7 If you remain in me and my
words remain inyou, askwhatever youwant, and itwill bedone for you.
8My Father is honored by this, that you bear much fruit and show that
you aremy disciples.

9 “Just as the Father has lovedme, I have also loved you; remain inmy
love. 10 If you obeymy commandments, youwill remain inmy love, just
as I have obeyedmyFather’s commandments and remain in his love. 11 I
have told you these things so thatmy joymaybe inyou, andyour joymay
be complete. 12My commandment is this – to love one another just as I
have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this – that one lays down
his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command
you. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because the slave does not understand
what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because I have
revealed to you everything I heard frommyFather. 16Youdidnot choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
remains, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give
you. 17This I command you – to love one another.

TheWorld’s Hatred
18 “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me first. 19 If you

belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. However,
because you do not belong to theworld, but I chose you out of theworld,
for this reason the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you, ‘A
slave is not greater than hismaster.’ If they persecutedme, theywill also
persecute you. If they obeyed my word, they will obey yours too. 21But
theywill do all these things to you on account ofmy name, because they
do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to
them, theywouldnot be guilty of sin. But theyno longerhaveanyexcuse
for their sin. 23The onewho hatesme hatesmy Father too. 24 If I had not
performed among them the miraculous deeds that no one else did, they
would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen the deeds and have
hated both me and my Father. 25Now this happened to fulfill the word
that is written in their law, ‘ They hated me without reason.’ 26When the
Advocate comes, whom I will send you from the Father – the Spirit of
truth who goes out from the Father – hewill testify aboutme, 27and you
also will testify, because you have been withme from the beginning.

16
1 “I have told you all these things so that you will not fall away. 2They

will put you out of the synagogue, yet a time is coming when the one
who kills youwill think he is offering service to God. 3Theywill do these
things because they have not known the Father or me. 4But I have told
you these things so that when their time comes, youwill remember that
I told you about them.
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“I did not tell you these things from the beginning because I was with
you. 5 But now I am going to the one who sent me, and not one of you
is asking me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Instead your hearts are filled
with sadness because I have said these things to you. 7But I tell you the
truth, it is to your advantage that I am going away. For if I do not go
away, the Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to
you. 8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment – 9 concerning sin, because they do
not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I am going to
the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 and concerning judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into
all truth. For he will not speak on his own authority, but will speak
whatever he hears, and will tell you what is to come. 14He will glorify
me, because he will receive frommewhat is mine and will tell it to you.
15Everything that the Father has ismine; that is why I said the Spirit will
receive from me what is mine and will tell it to you. 16 In a little while
you will see me no longer; again after a little while, you will see me.”

17Then someof his disciples said to one another, “What is themeaning
of what he is saying, ‘In a little while you will not see me; again after a
little while, you will see me,’ and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”
18 So they kept on repeating, “What is the meaning of what he says, ‘In a
little while’? We do not understand what he is talking about.”

19 Jesus could see that they wanted to ask him about these things, so
he said to them, “Are you asking each other about this – that I said, ‘In
a little while you will not see me; again after a little while, you will see
me’? 20 I tell you the solemn truth, youwill weep andwail, but theworld
will rejoice; youwill be sad, but your sadness will turn into joy. 21When
a woman gives birth, she has distress because her time has come, but
when her child is born, she no longer remembers the suffering because
ofher joy that ahumanbeinghasbeenborn into theworld. 22Soalsoyou
have sorrownow,but Iwill seeyouagain, andyourheartswill rejoice, and
no one will take your joy away from you. 23At that time you will ask me
nothing. I tell you the solemn truth, whatever you ask the Father in my
name he will give you. 24Until now you have not asked for anything in
my name. Ask and youwill receive it, so that your joymay be complete.

25 “I have told you these things in obscure figures of speech; a time is
coming when I will no longer speak to you in obscure figures, but will
tell you plainly about the Father. 26At that time youwill ask inmy name,
and I donot say that Iwill ask the Father onyourbehalf. 27For the Father
himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I
came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered into the world,
but in turn, I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”

29His disciples said, “Look, now you are speaking plainly and not in
obscure figures of speech! 30Now we know that you know everything
and do not need anyone to ask you anything. Because of this we believe
that you have come from God.”

31 Jesus replied, “Do you now believe? 32Look, a time is coming – and
has come –when you will be scattered, each one to his own home, and I
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will be left alone. Yet I am not alone, because my Father is with me. 33 I
have toldyou these things so that inmeyoumayhavepeace. In theworld
you have trouble and suffering, but take courage – I have conquered the
world.”

17
1When Jesus had finished saying these things, he looked upward to

heaven and said, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, so that
your Son may glorify you – 2 just as you have given him authority over
all humanity, so that hemay give eternal life to everyone you have given
him. 3Nowthis is eternal life – that theyknowyou, theonly trueGod, and
Jesus Christ, whom you sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by completing the
work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me at your side with
the glory I had with you before the world was created.

Jesus Prays for the Disciples
6 “I have revealed your name to themen you gaveme out of theworld.

They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have obeyed
your word. 7Now they understand that everything you have given me
comes from you, 8because I have given them the words you have given
me. They accepted them and really understand that I came from you,
and they believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying on behalf of them. I
am not praying on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those you have
given me, because they belong to you. 10 Everything I have belongs to
you, and everything you have belongs to me, and I have been glorified
by them. 11 I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them safe in your name that you
have givenme, so that theymay be one just aswe are one. 12When Iwas
with them I kept them safe and watched over them in your name that
you have given me. Not one of them was lost except the one destined
for destruction, so that the scripture could be fulfilled. 13But now I am
coming to you, and I am saying these things in the world, so they may
experience my joy completed in themselves. 14 I have given them your
word, and the world has hated them, because they do not belong to the
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take
them out of the world, but that you keep them safe from the evil one.
16 They do not belong to the world just as I do not belong to the world.
17 Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth. 18 Just as you sent me
into theworld, so I sent them into theworld. 19And I setmyself apart on
their behalf, so that they toomay be truly set apart.

Jesus Prays for Believers Everywhere
20 “I am not praying only on their behalf, but also on behalf of those

who believe in me through their testimony, 21 that they will all be one,
just as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. I pray that they will be
in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me. 22 The glory you
gave tome I have given to them, that theymay be one just as we are one
– 23 I in them and you in me – that they may be completely one, so that
the world will know that you sent me, and you have loved them just as
you have lovedme.
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24“Father, Iwant those youhave givenme tobewithmewhere I am, so
that they can seemyglory that yougavemebecauseyou lovedmebefore
the creation of theworld . 25Righteous Father, even if theworld does not
know you, I know you, and these men know that you sent me. 26 I made
known your name to them, and Iwill continue tomake it known, so that
the love you have lovedmewithmay be in them, and Imay be in them.”

18
1 When he had said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples

across the Kidron Valley. There was an orchard there, and he and his
discipleswent into it. 2 (Now Judas, the onewho betrayed him, knew the
place too, because Jesus had met there many times with his disciples.)
3 So Judas obtained a squad of soldiers and some officers of the chief
priests and Pharisees. They came to the orchard with lanterns and
torches and weapons.

4Then Jesus, because he knew everything that was going to happen to
him, came and asked them, “Who are you looking for?” 5 They replied,
“Jesus the Nazarene.” He told them, “I am he.” (Now Judas, the one
who betrayed him, was standing there with them.) 6 So when Jesus said
to them, “I am he,” they retreated and fell to the ground. 7 Then Jesus
asked them again, “Who are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus the
Nazarene.” 8 Jesus replied, “I told you that I amhe. If you are looking for
me, let these men go.” 9He said this to fulfill the word he had spoken, “I
have not lost a single one of those whom you gaveme.”

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, pulled it out and struck the
high priest’s slave, cutting off his right ear. (Now the slave’s name was
Malchus.) 11But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath!
Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has givenme?”

Jesus Before Annas
12 Then the squad of soldiers with their commanding officer and the

officers of the Jewish leaders arrested Jesus and tied him up. 13 They
broughthimfirst toAnnas, forhewas the father-in-lawofCaiaphas,who
was high priest that year. 14 (Now it was Caiaphas who had advised the
Jewish leaders that it was to their advantage that one man die for the
people.)

Peter’s First Denial
15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed them as they brought

Jesus to Annas. (Now the other disciple was acquainted with the high
priest, and he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard.) 16 But
Simon Peter was left standing outside by the door. So the other disciple
who was acquainted with the high priest came out and spoke to the
slave girl who watched the door, and brought Peter inside. 17 The girl
who was the doorkeeper said to Peter, “You’re not one of this man’s
disciples too, are you?” He replied, “I amnot.” 18 (Now the slaves and the
guards were standing around a charcoal fire they had made, warming
themselves because it was cold. Peter also was standing with them,
warming himself.)

Jesus Questioned by Annas
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19While this was happening, the high priest questioned Jesus about
his disciples and about his teaching. 20 Jesus replied, “I have spoken
publicly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues and in the
temple courts, where all the Jewish people assemble together. I have
said nothing in secret. 21Whydo you askme? Ask thosewhoheardwhat
I said. They know what I said.” 22When Jesus had said this, one of the
high priest’s officers who stood nearby struck him on the face and said,
“Is that the way you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus replied, “If I have
said something wrong, confirm what is wrong. But if I spoke correctly,
why strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him, still tied up, to Caiaphas the
high priest.

Peter’s Second and Third Denials
25 Meanwhile Simon Peter was standing in the courtyard warming

himself. They said to him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”
Peter denied it: “I am not!” 26One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative
of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the
orchard with him?” 27 Then Peter denied it again, and immediately a
rooster crowed.

Jesus Brought Before Pilate
28 Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s

residence. (Now it was very early morning.) They did not go into the
governor’s residence so they would not be ceremonially defiled, but
could eat the Passover meal. 29 So Pilate came outside to them and said,
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They replied, “If
this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to
you.”

31 Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and pass judgment on him
according to your own law!” The Jewish leaders replied, “We cannot
legally put anyone to death.” 32 (This happened to fulfill the word Jesus
had spokenwhen he indicated what kind of death he was going to die. )

Pilate Questions Jesus
33So Pilatewent back into the governor’s residence, summoned Jesus,

and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 34 Jesus replied, “Are you
saying this on your own initiative, or have others told you about me?”
35Pilate answered, “I amnot a Jew, am I?Yourownpeople andyour chief
priests handed you over to me. What have you done?”

36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom
were from this world, my servants would be fighting to keep me from
being handed over to the Jewish authorities. But as it is, my kingdom is
not from here.” 37 Then Pilate said, “So you are a king!” Jesus replied,
“You say that I am a king. For this reason I was born, and for this reason
I came into the world – to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to
the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate asked, “What is truth?”
When he had said this he went back outside to the Jewish leaders and

announced, “I find no basis for an accusation against him. 39 But it is
your customthat I releaseoneprisoner foryouat thePassover. Sodoyou
want me to release for you the king of the Jews?” 40 Then they shouted
back, “Not thisman, butBarabbas!” (NowBarabbaswasa revolutionary.
)
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19
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged severely. 2 The soldiers

braided a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they clothed him
in a purple robe. 3They came up to him again and again and said, “Hail,
king of the Jews!” And they struck him repeatedly in the face.

4 Again Pilate went out and said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, I am
bringinghimout toyou, so thatyoumayknowthat Ifindnoreason foran
accusation against him.” 5 So Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Look, here is theman!”
6 When the chief priests and their officers saw him, they shouted out,
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said, “You take him and crucify him!
Certainly I find no reason for an accusation against him!” 7 The Jewish
leaders replied, “We have a law, and according to our law he ought to
die, because he claimed to be the Son of God!”

8 When Pilate heard what they said, he was more afraid than ever,
9 and he went back into the governor’s residence and said to Jesus,
“Where do you come from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate
said, “Do you refuse to speak tome? Don’t you know I have the authority
to release you, and to crucify you?” 11 Jesus replied, “You would have
no authority over me at all, unless it was given to you from above.
Therefore the one who handedme over to you is guilty of greater sin.”

12 From this point on, Pilate tried to release him. But the Jewish
leaders shoutedout, “If yourelease thisman, youareno friendofCaesar!
Everyonewho claims to be a king opposes Caesar!” 13WhenPilate heard
thesewords he brought Jesus outside and sat downon the judgment seat
in theplacecalled “TheStonePavement” (Gabbatha inAramaic). 14 (Now
it was the day of preparation for the Passover, about noon. ) Pilate said
to the Jewish leaders, “Look, here is your king!”

15 Then they shouted out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify
him!” Pilate asked, “Shall I crucify your king?” The high priests replied,
“We have no king except Caesar!” 16 Then Pilate handed him over to
them to be crucified.

The Crucifixion
So they took Jesus, 17 and carrying his own cross he went out to

the place called “The Place of the Skull” (called in Aramaic Golgotha).
18There they crucified himalongwith two others, one on each side, with
Jesus in the middle. 19 Pilate also had a notice written and fastened to
the cross, which read: “Jesus theNazarene, the king of the Jews.” 20Thus
many of the Jewish residents of Jerusalem read this notice, because the
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the notice was
written inAramaic, Latin, andGreek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews
said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The king of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man
said, I am king of the Jews.’ ” 22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I
have written.”

23 Now when the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and
made four shares, one for each soldier, and the tunic remained. (Now
the tunicwas seamless,woven from top tobottomasa single piece.) 24So
the soldiers said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but throw dice to see
who will get it.” This took place to fulfill the scripture that says, “ They
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divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they threw dice.”
So the soldiers did these things.

25 Now standing beside Jesus’ cross were his mother, his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 So when Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing there, he said
to his mother, “Woman, look, here is your son!” 27He then said to his
disciple, “Look, here is your mother!” From that very time the disciple
took her into his own home.

Jesus’Death
28 After this Jesus, realizing that by this time everything was com-

pleted, said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty!” 29A jar full
of sour wine was there, so they put a sponge soaked in sour wine on a
branch of hyssop and lifted it to his mouth. 30When he had received the
sour wine, Jesus said, “It is completed!” Then he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit.

31 Then, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies
should not stay on the crosses on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was
an especially important one), the Jewish leaders asked Pilate to have
the victims’ legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 So the soldiers
came and broke the legs of the two men who had been crucified with
Jesus, first the one and then the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus
and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and blood and water
flowed out immediately. 35And the person who saw it has testified (and
his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth), so that
you also may believe. 36For these things happened so that the scripture
wouldbe fulfilled, “Notaboneofhiswill bebroken.” 37Andagainanother
scripture says, “ Theywill look on the onewhom they have pierced.”

Jesus’ Burial
38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus (but secretly,

because he feared the Jewish leaders ), asked Pilate if he could remove
the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission, so he went and took the
body away. 39 Nicodemus, the man who had previously come to Jesus
at night, accompanied Joseph, carrying a mixture of myrrh and aloes
weighing about seventy-five pounds. 40 Then they took Jesus’ body and
wrapped it, with the aromatic spices, in strips of linen cloth according
to Jewish burial customs. 41Now at the place where Jesus was crucified
therewas a garden, and in the gardenwas anew tombwherenoonehad
yet been buried. 42And so, because it was the Jewish day of preparation
and the tombwas nearby, they placed Jesus’ body there.

20
1Now very early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark,

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
moved away from the entrance. 2 So she went running to Simon Peter
and theotherdisciplewhomJesus lovedand told them, “Theyhave taken
the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out to go to the tomb. 4 The two
were running together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and
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reached the tomb first. 5He bent down and saw the strips of linen cloth
lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who had been
followinghim, arrived andwent right into the tomb. He saw the strips of
linencloth lying there, 7and the face cloth,whichhadbeenaround Jesus’
head, not lying with the strips of linen cloth but rolled up in a place by
itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tombfirst, came in,
andhe sawandbelieved. 9 (For theydidnot yet understand the scripture
that Jesus must rise from the dead.)

Jesus’Appearance toMaryMagdalene
10So the disciples went back to their homes. 11ButMary stood outside

the tombweeping. As shewept, shebent downand looked into the tomb.
12 And she saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus’ body had been
lying, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” Mary replied, “They have taken my Lord away,
and I do not knowwhere they have put him!” 14When she had said this,
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know
that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you
looking for?” Because she thought he was the gardener, she said to him,
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and
I will take him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him
in Aramaic, “ Rabboni” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus replied, “Do not
touch me, for I have not yet ascended to my Father. Go to my brothers
and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God
and your God.’ ” 18MaryMagdalene came and informed the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord!” And she told themwhat Jesus had said to her.

Jesus’Appearance to the Disciples
19On the eveningof that day, thefirst dayof theweek, thedisciples had

gathered together and locked the doors of the place because they were
afraid of the Jewish leaders. Jesus came and stood among them and said
to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 21So Jesus said to themagain, “Peacebewithyou. Just as theFather
has sent me, I also send you.” 22And after he said this, he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins,
they are forgiven; if you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.”

The Response of Thomas
24NowThomas (calledDidymus), one of the twelve,wasnotwith them

when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!” But he replied, “Unless I see the wounds from the nails in his
hands, and put my finger into the wounds from the nails, and put my
hand into his side, I will never believe it!”

26Eight days later the disciples were again together in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and examine my hands. Extend your
hand and put it into my side. Do not continue in your unbelief, but
believe.” 28Thomas replied to him, “My Lord andmy God!” 29 Jesus said
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to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are the
people who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30Now Jesus performedmany other miraculous signs in the presence
of the disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are
recorded so that youmay believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing youmay have life in his name.

21
1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of

Tiberias. Now this is how he did so. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didy-
mus), Nathanael (who was from Cana in Galilee), the sons of Zebedee,
and two other disciples of his were together. 3 Simon Peter told them, “I
am going fishing.” “We will go with you,” they replied. They went out
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4When it was already very early morning, Jesus stood on the beach,
but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to them,
“Children, you don’t have anyfish, do you?” They replied, “No.” 6He told
them, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they threw the net, and were not able to pull it in because of
the large number of fish.

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
So Simon Peter, when he heard that it was the Lord, tucked in his outer
garment (for hehadnothing onunderneath it), andplunged into the sea.
8Meanwhile the other disciples camewith the boat, dragging the net full
of fish, for they were not far from land, only about a hundred yards.

9When they got out on the beach, they saw a charcoal fire ready with
a fish placed on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you
have just nowcaught.” 11So SimonPeterwent aboard andpulled the net
to shore. It was full of large fish, one hundred fifty-three, but although
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 “Come, have breakfast,”
Jesus said. But none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?”
because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread
and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the
third time Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from
the dead.

Peter’s Restoration
15 Then when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,

“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these do?” He replied,
“Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus told him, “Feed my lambs.”
16 Jesus said a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He
replied, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus told him, “Shepherd
my sheep.” 17 Jesus said a third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was distressed that Jesus asked him a third time, “Do you
love me?” and said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I love
you.” Jesus replied, “Feedmy sheep. 18 I tell you the solemn truth, when
you were young, you tied your clothes around you and went wherever
you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands,
and others will tie you up and bring you where you do not want to go.”
19 (Now Jesus said this to indicate clearly bywhat kindof deathPeterwas
going to glorify God.) After he said this, Jesus told Peter, “Followme.”
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Peter and the Disciple Jesus Loved
20 Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved fol-

lowing them. (This was the disciple who had leaned back against Jesus’
chest at themeal and asked, “Lord, who is the onewho is going to betray
you?”) 21 So when Peter saw him, he asked Jesus, “Lord, what about
him?” 22 Jesus replied, “If I want him to live until I come back, what
concern is that of yours? You follow me!” 23 So the saying circulated
among the brothers and sisters that this disciple was not going to die.
But Jesus did not say to him that he was not going to die, but rather, “If I
want him to live until I come back, what concern is that of yours?”

A Final Note
24This is the disciple who testifies about these things and has written

these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25There are many
other things that Jesus did. If every one of them were written down, I
suppose thewholeworldwould not have room for the books thatwould
be written.
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Acts
Jesus Ascends to Heaven

1 I wrote the former account, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began
to do and teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after he had
given orders by the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 To the
same apostles also, after his suffering, he presented himself alive with
many convincing proofs. He was seen by them over a forty-day period
and spoke about matters concerning the kingdom of God. 4 While he
was with them, he declared, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait there for
what my Father promised, which you heard about from me. 5 For John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.”

6 So when they had gathered together, they began to ask him, “Lord,
is this the time when you are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He
told them, “You are not permitted to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the
earth.” 9After he had said this, while they were watching, he was lifted
up and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10As theywere still staring into
the sky while he was going, suddenly two men in white clothing stood
near them 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking
up into the sky? This same Jesus who has been taken up from you into
heaven will come back in the sameway you saw him go into heaven.”

AReplacement for Judas is Chosen
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain called the

Mount of Olives (which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey
away). 13When they had entered Jerusalem, they went to the upstairs
roomwhere theywere staying. Peter and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James were there. 14 All these
continued together in prayer with one mind, together with the women,
along with Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 15 In those
days Peter stood up among the believers (a gathering of about one
hundred and twenty people) and said, 16 “Brothers, the scripture had
to be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit foretold through David concerning
Judas – who became the guide for those who arrested Jesus – 17 for he
was counted as one of us and received a share in this ministry.” 18 (Now
this man Judas acquired a field with the reward of his unjust deed, and
fallingheadfirst heburst open in themiddle andall his intestines gushed
out. 19This became known to all who lived in Jerusalem, so that in their
own language they called that field Hakeldama, that is, “Field of Blood.”)
20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his house become deserted,
and let there be no one to live in it,’
and ‘ Let another take his position of responsibility.’ 21 Thus one of

the men who have accompanied us during all the time the Lord Jesus
associated with us, 22 beginning from his baptism by John until the day
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he was taken up from us – one of these must become a witness of his
resurrection together with us.” 23 So they proposed two candidates:
Joseph called Barsabbas (also called Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they
prayed, “Lord, you know the hearts of all. Show us which one of these
twoyouhave chosen 25 to assume the task of this service and apostleship
fromwhich Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26Then they cast
lots for them, and the one chosen was Matthias; so he was counted with
the eleven apostles.

2
1 Now when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together

in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like a violent wind blowing came
from heaven and filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And
tongues spreading out like a fire appeared to them and came to rest on
each one of them. 4All of themwere filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven
residing in Jerusalem. 6When this sound occurred, a crowd gathered
and was in confusion, because each one heard them speaking in his
own language. 7Completely baffled, they said, “Aren’t all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that each one of us hears them in
our ownnative language? 9Parthians,Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and the province of Asia,
10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs –we
hear them speaking in our own languages about the great deeds God
has done!” 12 All were astounded and greatly confused, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others jeered at the speakers,
saying, “They are drunk on newwine!”

Peter’s Address on the Day of Pentecost
14But Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice, and addressed

them: “You men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, know this
and listen carefully towhat I say. 15 In spite ofwhat you think, thesemen
arenotdrunk, for it is onlynineo’clock in themorning. 16But this iswhat
was spoken about through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says,
‘ that I will pour outmy Spirit on all people,
and your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
and your youngmenwill see visions,
and your oldmenwill dream dreams.
18 Even onmy servants, bothmen andwomen,*
I will pour outmy Spirit in those days, and theywill prophesy.
19 And I will performwonders in the sky above*
andmiraculous signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and clouds of smoke.
20 The sunwill be changed to darkness
and themoon to blood
before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.
21 And then everyonewho calls on the name of the Lordwill be saved.’



Acts 2:22 148 Acts 2:45

22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man
clearly attested to you by God with powerful deeds, wonders, and
miraculous signs that God performed among you through him, just
as you yourselves know – 23 this man, who was handed over by the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you executed by nailing
him to a cross at the hands of Gentiles. 24But God raised him up, having
releasedhim from thepains of death, because itwasnot possible forhim
to be held in its power. 25For David says about him,
‘ I saw the Lord always in front of me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken.
26 Thereforemy heart was glad andmy tongue rejoiced;
my body also will live in hope,
27 because youwill not leavemy soul in Hades,
nor permit your Holy One to experience decay.
28 You havemade known tome the paths of life;
youwill makeme full of joy with your presence.’

29“Brothers, I can speakconfidently toyouaboutour forefatherDavid,
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
30 So then, because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to
himwith an oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne, 31David by
foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was
neither abandoned to Hades, nor did his body experience decay. 32 This
Jesus God raised up, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 So then, exalted
to the right hand of God, and having received the promise of the Holy
Spirit from the Father, he has poured out what you both see and hear.
34For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself says,
‘ The Lord said tomy lord,
“ Sit at my right hand*
35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’

36Therefore let all the house of Israel knowbeyond adoubt that God
has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.”
The Response to Peter’s Address

37 Now when they heard this, they were acutely distressed and said
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “What should we do, brothers?”
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each one of you be baptized in the
nameof JesusChrist for the forgiveness of your sins, andyouwill receive
the gift of theHoly Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and your children,
and for all who are far away, as many as the Lord our God will call
to himself.” 40With many other words he testified and exhorted them
saying, “Saveyourselves fromthis perverse generation!” 41So thosewho
accepted hismessagewere baptized, and that day about three thousand
people were added.

The Fellowship of the Early Believers
42 They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Reverential awe
came over everyone, and many wonders and miraculous signs came
about by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and held
everything in common, 45 and they began selling their property and
possessions and distributing the proceeds to everyone, as anyone had
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need. 46Everyday theycontinued togather togetherbycommonconsent
in the temple courts, breaking bread from house to house, sharing their
food with glad and humble hearts, 47 praising God and having the good
will of all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number every
day those whowere being saved.

3
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time for

prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 2 And a man lame from birth
was being carried up, who was placed at the temple gate called “the
Beautiful Gate” every day so he could beg for money from those going
into the temple courts. 3Whenhe sawPeter and Johnabout to go into the
temple courts, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked directly at him
(as did John) and said, “Look at us!” 5 So the lame man paid attention to
them, expecting to receive something fromthem. 6ButPeter said, “I have
nosilverorgold, butwhat Idohave I giveyou. In thenameof JesusChrist
the Nazarene, stand up and walk!” 7Then Peter took hold of him by the
right hand and raised him up, and at once the man’s feet and ankles
were made strong. 8He jumped up, stood and began walking around,
and he entered the temple courts with them, walking and leaping and
praising God. 9All the people saw himwalking and praising God, 10 and
they recognized him as themanwho used to sit and ask for donations at
the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and theywere filledwith astonishment
and amazement at what had happened to him.

Peter Addresses the Crowd
11 While the man was hanging on to Peter and John, all the people,

completely astounded, ran together to them in the covered walkway
called Solomon’s Portico. 12 When Peter saw this, he declared to the
people, “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this? Why do you stare
at us as if we had made this man walk by our own power or piety?
13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our forefathers,
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in
the presence of Pilate after he had decided to release him. 14 But you
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a man who was a
murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the Originator of life, whom
God raised from the dead. To this fact we are witnesses! 16And on the
basis of faith in Jesus’ name, his very name has made this man –whom
you see and know – strong. The faith that is through Jesus has given him
this complete health in the presence of you all. 17And now, brothers, I
know you acted in ignorance, as your rulers did too. 18 But the things
God foretold long ago through all the prophets – that his Christ would
suffer – he has fulfilled in this way. 19 Therefore repent and turn back
so that your sins may be wiped out, 20 so that times of refreshing may
come fromthepresenceof theLord, and so thathemay send theMessiah
appointed for you – that is, Jesus. 21 This one heaven must receive until
the time all things are restored, whichGod declared from times long ago
throughhis holy prophets. 22Moses said, ‘TheLordyourGodwill raiseup
for you a prophet likeme fromamong your brothers. Youmust obey him in
everything he tells you*. 23 Every person
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who|strong="G3748" doesnot obey that prophetwill bedestroyedand
thus removed
from| strong="G1537" the people.’ 24 And all the prophets, from

Samuel and thosewho followedhim, have spokenabout andannounced
these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant
that God made with your ancestors, saying to Abraham, ‘ And in your
descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed: *.’ 26 God raised
up his servant and sent himfirst to you, to bless you by turning each one
of you from your iniquities.”

4
1While Peter and Johnwere speaking to the people, the priests and the

commander of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them,
2angry because they were teaching the people and announcing in Jesus
the resurrection of the dead. 3 So they seized them and put them in jail
until the next day (for it was already evening). 4But many of those who
had listened to the message believed, and the number of the men came
to about five thousand.

5 On the next day, their rulers, elders, and experts in the law came
together in Jerusalem. 6Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas,
John, Alexander, and others who were members of the high priest’s
family. 7Aftermaking Peter and John stand in theirmidst, they began to
inquire, “Bywhat power or bywhat name did you do this?” 8Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, replied, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if
we are being examined today for a good deed done to a sick man – by
what means this man was healed – 10 let it be known to all of you and
to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, this man stands
before you healthy. 11This Jesus is
the stone|strong="G3037" that was rejected by that was rejected

by you, the builders, that has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among people by which wemust be saved.”

13 When they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and discovered
that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and
recognized thesemen had beenwith Jesus. 14And because they saw the
man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say
against this. 15Butwhen theyhadordered themtogooutside thecouncil,
they began to confer with one another, 16 saying, “What should we do
with thesemen? For it is plain to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable
miraculous sign has come about through them, and we cannot deny it.
17But to keep thismatter from spreading any further among the people,
let us warn them to speak nomore to anyone in this name.” 18And they
called them in and ordered themnot to speak or teach at all in the name
of Jesus. 19But Peter and John replied, “Whether it is right before God to
obey you rather than God, you decide, 20 for it is impossible for us not to
speak about what we have seen and heard.” 21After threatening them
further, they released them, for they could not find how to punish them
on account of the people, because they were all praising God for what
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had happened. 22For theman, onwhom this miraculous sign of healing
had been performed, was over forty years old.

The Followers of Jesus Pray for Boldness
23 When they were released, Peter and John went to their fellow

believers and reported everything the high priests and the elders had
said to them. 24When they heard this, they raised their voices to God
with one mind and said, “Master of all, you who made the heaven, the
earth, the sea, and everything that is in them, 25who said by the Holy
Spirit through your servant David our forefather,
‘Why do the nations rage,
and the peoples plot foolish things?
26 The kings of the earth stood together,
and the rulers assembled together,
against the Lord and against his Christ: *.’

27 “For indeedbothHerod andPontius Pilate, with theGentiles and the
peopleof Israel, assembled together in this city against yourholy servant
Jesus,whomyouanointed, 28 to do asmuchas your power andyour plan
had decided beforehandwould happen. 29And now, Lord, pay attention
to their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your message with
great courage, 30while you extend your hand to heal, and to bring about
miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” 31When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak the word of God courageously.

Conditions Among the Early Believers
32 The group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and

no one said that any of his possessions was his own, but everything was
held in common. 33With great power the apostleswere giving testimony
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all.
34 For there was no one needy among them, because those who were
owners of land or houses were selling them and bringing the proceeds
from the sales 35 and placing them at the apostles’ feet. The proceeds
were distributed to each, as anyone had need. 36 So Joseph, a Levite
who was a native of Cyprus, called by the apostles Barnabas (which is
translated “son of encouragement”), 37 sold a field that belonged to him
and brought themoney and placed it at the apostles’ feet.

5
1Now a man named Ananias, together with Sapphira his wife, sold a

piece of property. 2Hekept back forhimself part of theproceedswithhis
wife’s knowledge; he brought only part of it and placed it at the apostles’
feet. 3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to
the Holy Spirit and keep back for yourself part of the proceeds from the
sale of the land? 4Before it was sold, did it not belong to you? Andwhen
it was sold, was the money not at your disposal? How have you thought
up this deed in your heart? You have not lied to people but to God!”

5When Ananias heard these words he collapsed and died, and great
fear gripped all who heard about it. 6 So the young men came, wrapped
him up, carried him out, and buried him. 7 After an interval of about
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three hours, his wife came in, but she did not knowwhat had happened.
8Peter said to her, “Tell me, were the two of you paid this amount for the
land?” Sapphira said, “Yes, that much.” 9Peter then told her, “Why have
you agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of those
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you
out!” 10 At once she collapsed at his feet and died. So when the young
men came in, they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried
her beside her husband. 11Great fear gripped the whole church and all
who heard about these things.

The Apostles PerformMiraculous Signs andWonders
12 Now many miraculous signs and wonders came about among the

people through thehands of the apostles. By commonconsent theywere
all meeting together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the rest dared to
join them, but the people held them in high honor. 14More and more
believers in the Lord were added to their number, crowds of both men
and women. 15 Thus they even carried the sick out into the streets, and
put them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his
shadow would fall on some of them. 16 A crowd of people from the
towns around Jerusalem also came together, bringing the sick and those
troubled by unclean spirits. They were all being healed.

Further Trouble for the Apostles
17 Now the high priest rose up, and all those with him (that is, the

religious party of the Sadducees ), and they were filled with jealousy.
18 They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail. 19 But
during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, led
them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple courts and proclaim
to the people all the words of this life.” 21When they heard this, they
entered the temple courts at daybreak and began teaching.
Now when the high priest and those who were with him arrived,

they summoned the Sanhedrin – that is, the whole high council of the
Israelites – and sent to the jail to have the apostles brought before them.
22 But the officers who came for them did not find them in the prison,
so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the jail locked securely and
the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found
no one inside.” 24Now when the commander of the temple guard and
the chief priests heard this report, theywere greatly puzzled concerning
it, wondering what this could be. 25 But someone came and reported
to them, “Look! The men you put in prison are standing in the temple
courts and teaching the people!” 26 Then the commander of the temple
guardwentwith the officers and brought the apostleswithout the use of
force (for they were afraid of being stoned by the people).

27When they had brought them, they stood them before the council,
and the high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name. Look, you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood on us!” 29 But
Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than people.
30TheGodofour forefathers raisedup Jesus,whomyouseizedandkilled
by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him to his right hand as Leader
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And
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we arewitnesses of these events, and so is theHoly Spirit whomGodhas
given to those who obey him.”

33 Now when they heard this, they became furious and wanted to
execute them. 34 But a Pharisee whose name was Gamaliel, a teacher
of the law who was respected by all the people, stood up in the council
and ordered the men to be put outside for a short time. 35 Then he said
to the council, “Men of Israel, pay close attention to what you are about
to do to these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to
be somebody, and about four hundred men joined him. He was killed,
andallwho followedhimweredispersed andnothing cameof it. 37After
him Judas theGalileanarose in thedaysof the census, and incitedpeople
to follow him in revolt. He too was killed, and all who followed him
were scattered. 38 So in this case I say to you, stay away from these men
and leave themalone, because if this plan or this undertaking originates
with people, it will come to nothing, 39but if it is from God, you will not
be able to stop them, or you may even be found fighting against God.”
He convinced them, 40 and they summoned the apostles and had them
beaten. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus and
released them. 41 So they left the council rejoicing because they had
been considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.
42Andeverydayboth in the temple courts and fromhouse tohouse, they
did not stop teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus was the
Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the disciples were growing in number,

a complaint arose on the part of the Greek-speaking Jews against the
nativeHebraic Jews, because theirwidowswerebeingoverlooked in the
daily distribution of food. 2 So the twelve called the whole group of the
disciples together and said, “It is not right for us to neglect the word of
God to wait on tables. 3 But carefully select from among you, brothers,
sevenmenwho arewell-attested, full of the Spirit and ofwisdom,whom
we may put in charge of this necessary task. 4 But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The proposal
pleased the entire group, so they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and
of the Holy Spirit, with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolas, a Gentile convert to Judaism from Antioch. 6 They stood
these men before the apostles, who prayed and placed their hands on
them. 7 The word of God continued to spread, the number of disciples
in Jerusalem increased greatly, and a large group of priests became
obedient to the faith.

Stephen is Arrested
8NowStephen, full of graceandpower,wasperforminggreatwonders

and miraculous signs among the people. 9 But some men from the
Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), both Cyrenians and
Alexandrians, as well as some from Cilicia and the province of Asia,
stood up and arguedwith Stephen. 10Yet theywere not able to resist the
wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11 Then they secretly insti-
gated somemen to say, “Wehave heard thisman speaking blasphemous
wordsagainstMosesandGod.” 12They incited thepeople, theelders, and



Acts 6:13 154 Acts 7:23

the experts in the law; then they approached Stephen, seized him, and
brought himbefore the council. 13Theybrought forward falsewitnesses
who said, “This man does not stop saying things against this holy place
and the law. 14 For we have heard him saying that Jesus the Nazarene
will destroy this place and change the customs thatMoses handed down
to us.” 15All who were sitting in the council looked intently at Stephen
and saw his face was like the face of an angel.

7
1 Then the high priest said, “Are these things true?” 2 So he replied,

“Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our
forefather Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he settled
in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘ Go out from your country and from your
relatives, and come to the land I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out from
the country of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After his father died,
God made him move to this country where you now live. 5He did not
give any of it to him for an inheritance, not even a foot of ground, yet
God promised to give it to him as his possession, and to his descendants
after him, even though Abraham as yet had no child. 6But God spoke as
follows: ‘Your descendants will be foreigners in a foreign country, whose
citizenswill enslave themandmistreat them for four hundred years. 7 But
I will punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ said God, ‘ and after these
things they will come out of there and worship me in this place.’ 8 Then
God gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision, and so he became the
father of Isaac and circumcised him when he was eight days old, and
Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.
9 The patriarchs, because they were jealous of Joseph, sold him into
Egypt. But God was with him, 10 and rescued him from all his troubles,
and granted him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his household.
11Then a famine occurred throughout Egypt and Canaan, causing great
suffering, and our ancestors could not find food. 12 So when Jacob
heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors there the
first time. 13 On their second visit Joseph made himself known to his
brothers again, and Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh. 14 So
Joseph sent amessage and invited his father Jacob and all his relatives to
come, seventy-fivepeople in all. 15So Jacobwent down toEgypt anddied
there, along with our ancestors, 16 and their bones were later moved to
Shechem and placed in the tomb that Abrahamhad bought for a certain
sum of money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

17 “But as the time drew near for God to fulfill the promise he had
declared to Abraham, the people increased greatly in number in Egypt,
18 until another king who did not know about Joseph ruled over Egypt.
19 This was the one who exploited our people and was cruel to our
ancestors, forcing them to abandon their infants so they would die.
20At that time Moses was born, and he was beautiful to God. For three
monthshewasbroughtup inhis father’shouse, 21andwhenhehadbeen
abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter adoptedhimandbrought himupasher
own son. 22 So Moses was trained in all the wisdom of the Egyptians
and was powerful in his words and deeds. 23 But when he was about
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forty years old, it entered his mind to visit his fellow countrymen the
Israelites. 24When he saw one of them being hurt unfairly, Moses came
to his defense and avenged the person who was mistreated by striking
down the Egyptian. 25 He thought his own people would understand
that Godwas delivering them throughhim, but they did not understand.
26 The next day Moses saw two men fighting, and tried to make peace
between them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers; why are you hurting one
another?’ 27But themanwhowas unfairly hurting his neighbor pushed
Moses aside, saying, ‘ Who made you a ruler and judge over us? 28 You
don’t want to kill me the way you killed the Egyptian yesterday, do you?’
29When theman said this,Mosesfledandbecamea foreigner in the land
of Midian, where he became the father of two sons.

30 “After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the desert
of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush. 31When Moses saw it, he
was amazed at the sight, and when he approached to investigate, there
came the voice of the Lord, 32 ‘ I am the God of your forefathers,
the God|strong="G2316" of Abraham, Isaac,
and|strong="G2532" Jacob.’ Moses began to tremble and did not dare

to look more closely. 33 But the Lord said to him, ‘ Take the sandals
off your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I
have certainly seen the suffering of my people who are in Egypt and have
heard their groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. Now come, I
will send you to Egypt*.’ 35 This same Moses they had rejected, saying, ‘
Who made you a ruler and judge?’ God sent as both ruler and deliverer
through the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36This
man led themout, performingwonders andmiraculous signs in the land
of Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is
the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘
God|strong="G2316" will raise up for you a prophet like me from

among your brothers will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your brothers.’ 38This is the man who was in the congregation
in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and
with our ancestors, and he received living oracles to give to you. 39Our
ancestorswere unwilling to obey him, but pushed him aside and turned
back to Egypt in their hearts, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘ Make us gods who
will go in front of us, for this Moses, who led us out of the land of Egypt –
we do not know what has happened to him!’ 41 At that time they made
an idol in the form of a calf, brought a sacrifice to the idol, and began
rejoicing in theworks of their hands. 42But God turned away from them
and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the
book of the prophets: ‘ It was not tome that you offered slain animals and
sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, house of Israel? 43 But you
took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rephan, the
imagesyoumade toworship, but Iwill deport youbeyondBabylon*.’ 44Our
ancestors had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as God
who spoke to Moses ordered him to make it according to the design
he had seen. 45 Our ancestors received possession of it and brought it
in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out
before our ancestors, until the time of David. 46 He found favor with
God and asked that he could find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob.
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47But Solomon built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not live
in houses made by human hands, as the prophet says,
49 ‘Heaven ismy throne,
and earth is the footstool formy feet.
What kind of house will you build forme, says the Lord,
or what is my resting place?
50 Didmy hand notmake all these things?’

51 “You stubborn people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are
always resisting the Holy Spirit, like your ancestors did! 52 Which of
the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who
foretold long ago the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and
murderers you have now become! 53 You received the law by decrees
given by angels, but you did not obey it.”

Stephen is Killed
54 When they heard these things, they became furious and ground

their teeth at him. 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently
toward heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. 56 “Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened, and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their
ears, shouting out with a loud voice, and rushed at himwith one intent.
58When they had driven him out of the city, they began to stone him,
and the witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet of a young man named
Saul. 59 They continued to stone Stephen while he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!” 60Then he fell to his knees and cried out with a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” When he had said this,
he died.

8
1And Saul agreed completely with killing him.
Saul Begins to Persecute the Church
Now on that day a great persecution began against the church in

Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were forced to scatter throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria. 2 Some devout men buried Stephen
and made loud lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was trying to destroy
the church; entering one house after another, he dragged off both men
andwomen and put them in prison.

Philip Preaches in Samaria
4Now those who had been forced to scatter went around proclaiming

the good news of the word. 5 Philip went down to the main city of
Samaria and began proclaiming the Christ to them. 6 The crowds were
paying attention with one mind to what Philip said, as they heard and
saw the miraculous signs he was performing. 7 For unclean spirits,
cryingwith loud shrieks, were coming out ofmanywhowere possessed,
andmany paralyzed and lame people were healed. 8 So there was great
joy in that city.

9Now in that city was a man named Simon, who had been practicing
magic andamazing thepeople of Samaria, claiming tobe someonegreat.
10 All the people, from the least to the greatest, paid close attention to
him, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called ‘Great.’ ” 11And
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they paid close attention to him because he had amazed them for a
long time with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he was
proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, they began to be baptized, both men and women. 13 Even
Simon himself believed, and after he was baptized, he stayed close to
Philip constantly, and when he saw the signs and great miracles that
were occurring, he was amazed.

14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had ac-
cepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 These two
went down and prayed for them so that they would receive the Holy
Spirit. 16 (For the Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, but they
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 17Then Peter and
John placed their hands on the Samaritans, and they received the Holy
Spirit.

18 Now Simon, when he saw that the Spirit was given through the
laying on of the apostles’ hands, offered them money, 19 saying, “Give
me this power too, so that everyone I placemyhands onmay receive the
Holy Spirit.” 20But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you,
because you thought you could acquire God’s gift with money! 21 You
have no share or part in this matter because your heart is not right
before God! 22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray
to the Lord that hemay perhaps forgive you for the intent of your heart.
23 For I see that you are bitterly envious and in bondage to sin.” 24 But
Simon replied, “You pray to the Lord for me so that nothing of what you
have said may happen tome.”

25 So after Peter and John had solemnly testified and spoken the word
of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news
to many Samaritan villages as they went.

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south on the

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.)
27 So he got up and went. There he met an Ethiopian eunuch, a court
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all
her treasury. Hehad come to Jerusalem toworship, 28andwas returning
home, sitting inhis chariot, reading theprophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran up to
it and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. He asked him, “Do
you understand what you’re reading?” 31The man replied, “How in the
world can I, unless someone guidesme?” So he invited Philip to comeup
and sit with him. 32Now the passage of scripture the man was reading
was this:
“Hewas led like a sheep to slaughter,
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open hismouth.
33 In humiliation justice was taken from him.*
Who can describe his posterity?
For his life was taken away from the earth.”

34 Then the eunuch said to Philip, “Please tell me, who is the prophet
saying this about – himself or someone else?” 35 So Philip started
speaking, and beginning with this scripture proclaimed the good news
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about Jesus to him. 36Now as theywere going along the road, they came
to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, there is water! What is to
stop me from being baptized?” 37 * 38 So he ordered the chariot to stop,
and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord snatched Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him any
more, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, found himself
at Azotus, and as he passed through the area, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

9
1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing out threats to murder the Lord’s

disciples, went to the high priest 2 and requested letters from him to
the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to
the Way, either men or women, he could bring them as prisoners to
Jerusalem. 3As he was going along, approaching Damascus, suddenly a
light fromheaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 So
he said, “Who are you, Lord?” He replied, “I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting! 6But stand up and enter the city and you will be told what
youmust do.” 7 (Now the men who were traveling with him stood there
speechless, because theyheard thevoicebut sawnoone.) 8SoSaul gotup
from the ground, but although his eyeswere open, he could see nothing.
Leading him by the hand, his companions brought him into Damascus.
9For three days he could not see, and he neither ate nor drank anything.

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord
said to him in a vision, “Ananias,” and he replied, “Here I am, Lord.”
11 Then the Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called ‘Straight,’
and at Judas’ house look for a man from Tarsus named Saul. For he is
praying, 12andhehas seen inavisionamannamedAnanias come inand
place his hands on him so that hemay see again.” 13But Ananias replied,
“Lord, I have heard frommany people about this man, howmuch harm
he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, 14 and here he has authority
from the chief priests to imprison all who call on your name!” 15 But
the Lord said to him, “Go, because this man is my chosen instrument to
carrymy name before Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel. 16For
Iwill showhimhowmuchhemust suffer for the sake ofmyname.” 17So
Ananias departed and entered the house, placed his hands on Saul and
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as
you came here, has sent me so that youmay see again and be filled with
the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes,
and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking
some food, his strength returned.
For several dayshewaswith thedisciples inDamascus, 20and immedi-

ately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “This man is
the Son of God.” 21All who heard himwere amazed andwere saying, “Is
this not the man who in Jerusalem was ravaging those who call on this
name, and who had come here to bring them as prisoners to the chief
priests?” 22 But Saul became more and more capable, and was causing
* 8:37 [[EMPTY]]
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consternation among the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that
Jesus is the Christ.

Saul’s Escape fromDamascus
23 Now after some days had passed, the Jews plotted together to kill

him, 24 but Saul learned of their plot against him. They were also
watching the city gates day and night so that they could kill him. 25But
his disciples took him at night and let him down through an opening in
the wall by lowering him in a basket.

Saul Returns to Jerusalem
26When he arrived in Jerusalem, he attempted to associate with the

disciples, and they were all afraid of him, because they did not believe
that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took Saul, brought him to the
apostles, and related to themhowhe had seen the Lord on the road, that
the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken out
boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he was staying with them, associating
openly with them in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the
Lord. 29He was speaking and debating with the Greek-speaking Jews,
but they were trying to kill him. 30When the brothers found out about
this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.

31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria experi-
enced peace and thus was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord
and in the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, the church increased in
numbers.

Peter Heals Aeneas
32NowasPeterwas traveling around fromplace to place, he also came

down to the saints who lived in Lydda. 33He found there a man named
Aeneas who had been confined to a mattress for eight years because he
was paralyzed. 34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you.
Get up andmake your ownbed!” And immediately he got up. 35All those
who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.

Peter Raises Dorcas
36Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which in trans-

lation means Dorcas). She was continually doing good deeds and acts
of charity. 37 At that time she became sick and died. When they had
washed her body, they placed it in an upstairs room. 38 Because Lydda
was near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peterwas there, they sent
two men to him and urged him, “Come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter
got up and went with them, and when he arrived they brought him to
the upper room. All the widows stood beside him, crying and showing
him the tunics and other clothing Dorcas used to make while she was
with them. 40 But Peter sent them all outside, knelt down, and prayed.
Turning to thebody, he said, “Tabitha, getup.” Thensheopenedhereyes,
and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped
hergetup. Thenhecalled thesaintsandwidowsandpresentedheralive.
42 This became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the
Lord. 43So Peter stayedmany days in Joppawith aman named Simon, a
tanner.
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10
1Now there was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of

what was known as the Italian Cohort. 2He was a devout, God-fearing
man, aswas all his household; he didmany acts of charity for the people
and prayed to God regularly. 3 About three o’clock one afternoon he
saw clearly in a vision an angel of God who came in and said to him,
“Cornelius.” 4 Staring at him and becoming greatly afraid, Cornelius
replied, “What is it, Lord?” Theangel said tohim, “Yourprayers andyour
acts of charity have gone up as amemorial before God. 5Now sendmen
to Joppa and summon a man named Simon, who is called Peter. 6 This
man is staying as a guest with a man named Simon, a tanner, whose
house is by the sea.” 7When the angel who had spoken to him departed,
Cornelius called two of his personal servants and a devout soldier from
among those who served him, 8 and when he had explained everything
to them, he sent them to Joppa.

9Aboutnoon thenextday,while theywereon theirwayandapproach-
ing the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and
wanted to eat, but while they were preparing the meal, a trance came
over him. 11He sawheaven opened and an object something like a large
sheetdescending, being let down toearthby its four corners. 12 In itwere
all kinds of four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth andwild birds.
13Thenavoice said tohim, “Getup, Peter; slaughterandeat!” 14ButPeter
said, “Certainly not, Lord, for I have never eaten anything defiled and
ritually unclean!” 15The voice spoke to him again, a second time, “What
God has made clean, you must not consider ritually unclean!” 16 This
happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into
heaven.

17 Now while Peter was puzzling over what the vision he had seen
could signify, the men sent by Cornelius had learned where Simon’s
house was and approached the gate. 18 They called out to ask if Simon,
known as Peter, was staying there as a guest. 19 While Peter was still
thinking seriously about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look! Three
men are looking for you. 20 But get up, go down, and accompany them
without hesitation, because I have sent them.” 21 So Peter went down to
the men and said, “Here I am, the person you’re looking for. Why have
you come?” 22They said, “Cornelius the centurion, a righteous and God-
fearing man, well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed
by a holy angel to summon you to his house and to hear amessage from
you.” 23 So Peter invited them in and entertained them as guests.
On the next day he got up and set out with them, and some of the

brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24The following day he entered
Caesarea. NowCorneliuswaswaiting anxiously for themandhad called
together his relatives and close friends. 25 So when Peter came in,
Cornelius met him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him. 26 But Peter
helped him up, saying, “Stand up. I too am a mere mortal.” 27 Peter
continued talking with him as he went in, and he found many people
gathered together. 28He said to them, “You know that it is unlawful for
a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile, yet God has shown me that
I should call no person defiled or ritually unclean. 29 Therefore when
you sent for me, I came without any objection. Nowmay I ask why you
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sent for me?” 30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at
three o’clock in the afternoon, I was praying in my house, and suddenly
a man in shining clothing stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your
prayer has been heard and your acts of charity have been remembered
beforeGod. 32Therefore send to JoppaandsummonSimon,who is called
Peter. This man is staying as a guest in the house of Simon the tanner, by
the sea.’ 33 Therefore I sent for you at once, and you were kind enough
to come. So now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to
everything the Lord has commanded you to say to us.”

34Then Peter started speaking: “I now truly understand that God does
not show favoritism in dealing with people, 35 but in every nation the
person who fears him and does what is right is welcomed before him.
36You know themessage he sent to the people of Israel, proclaiming the
good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all) – 37you know
what happened throughout Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: 38with respect to Jesus from Nazareth,
that God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went
around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
because God was with him. 39We are witnesses of all the things he did
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a
tree, 40 but God raised him up on the third day and caused him to be
seen, 41 not by all the people, but by us, the witnesses God had already
chosen, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He
commanded us to preach to the people and to warn them that he is
the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43About
him all the prophets testify, that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit
44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on

all those who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who
had accompanied Peter were greatly astonished that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 “No one can
withhold the water for these people to be baptized, who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48So he gave orders to have them
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay for
several days.

11
1Nowtheapostles and thebrotherswhowere throughout Judeaheard

that theGentiles too had accepted theword ofGod. 2SowhenPeterwent
up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers took issuewith him, 3 saying,
“You went to uncircumcised men and shared a meal with them.” 4 But
Peter began and explained it to them point by point, saying, 5 “I was
in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, an object
something like a large sheet descending, being let down from heaven
by its four corners, and it came to me. 6As I stared I looked into it and
saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild animals, reptiles, and wild
birds. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; slaughter and
eat!’ 8 But I said, ‘Certainly not, Lord, for nothing defiled or ritually
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unclean has ever entered my mouth!’ 9 But the voice replied a second
time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not consider
rituallyunclean!’ 10Thishappened three times, and theneverythingwas
pulled up to heaven again. 11 At that very moment, three men sent to
me from Caesarea approached the housewherewewere staying. 12The
Spirit toldme to accompany themwithout hesitation. These six brothers
also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He informed
us how he had seen an angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send
to Joppa and summon Simon, who is called Peter, 14 who will speak a
message to you by which you and your entire household will be saved.’
15Then as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as he did on
us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, as he
used to say, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.’ 17 Therefore if God gave them the same gift as he also gave
us after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to hinder God?”
18When they heard this, they ceased their objections and praised God,
saying, “So then, God has granted the repentance that leads to life even
to the Gentiles.”

Activity in the Church at Antioch
19Now those who had been scattered because of the persecution that

took place over Stephen went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,
speaking the message to no one but Jews. 20 But there were some men
from Cyprus and Cyrene among them who came to Antioch and began
to speak to the Greeks too, proclaiming the good news of the Lord Jesus.
21Thehandof theLordwaswith them, andagreatnumberwhobelieved
turned to the Lord. 22A report about them came to the attention of the
church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he
came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged them all to
remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts, 24 because he was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith, and a significant number of
people were brought to the Lord. 25Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus
to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch.
So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught
a significant number of people. Now it was in Antioch that the disciples
were first called Christians.

Famine Relief for Judea
27 At that time some prophets came down from Jerusalem 28 One of

them, named Agabus, got up and predicted by the Spirit that a severe
famine was about to come over the whole inhabited world. (This took
place during the reign of Claudius.) 29 So the disciples, each in accor-
dance with his financial ability, decided to send relief to the brothers
living in Judea. 30 They did so, sending their financial aid to the elders
by Barnabas and Saul.

12
1About that time King Herod laid hands on some from the church to

harm them. 2He had James, the brother of John, executed with a sword.
3When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter
too. (This took place during the feast of Unleavened Bread.) 4When he
had seized him, he put him in prison, handing him over to four squads
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of soldiers to guard him. Herod planned to bring him out for public
trial after the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but those in the
church were earnestly praying to God for him. 6 On that very night
before Herod was going to bring him out for trial, Peter was sleeping
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, while guards in front of
the door were keeping watch over the prison. 7 Suddenly an angel of
the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the prison cell. He struck Peter
on the side and woke him up, saying, “Get up quickly!” And the chains
fell off Peter’s wrists. 8 The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and
put on your sandals.” Peter did so. Then the angel said to him, “Put
on your cloak and follow me.” 9 Peter went out and followed him; he
did not realize that what was happening through the angel was real,
but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 After they had passed the first
and second guards, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It
opened for them by itself, and they went outside and walked down one
narrow street, when at once the angel left him. 11When Peter came to
himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent his angel
and rescuedme from the hand ofHerod and fromeverything the Jewish
people were expecting to happen.”

12When Peter realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother
of John Mark, where many people had gathered together and were
praying. 13When he knocked at the door of the outer gate, a slave girl
named Rhoda answered. 14When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was
sooverjoyed shedidnot open thegate, but ranback inand told themthat
Peter was standing at the gate. 15But they said to her, “You’ve lost your
mind!” But she kept insisting that itwas Peter, and they kept saying, “It is
his angel!” 16NowPeter continued knocking, andwhen they opened the
door and sawhim, theywere greatly astonished. 17Hemotioned to them
withhishand tobequiet and then relatedhowtheLordhadbroughthim
out of theprison. He said, “Tell James and thebrothers these things,” and
then he left and went to another place.

18At daybreak there was great consternation among the soldiers over
what had become of Peter. 19WhenHerod had searched for him and did
not find him, he questioned the guards and commanded that they be led
away to execution. Then Herod went down from Judea to Caesarea and
stayed there.

20 Now Herod was having an angry quarrel with the people of Tyre
So they joined together and presented themselves before him. And
after convincingBlastus, the king’s personal assistant, to help them, they
asked for peace, because their country’s food supply was provided by
the king’s country. 21On a day determined in advance, Herod put on his
royal robes, sat down on the judgment seat, andmade a speech to them.
22But the crowd began to shout, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!”
23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck Herod down because he did
not give the glory to God, and he was eaten by worms and died. 24 But
the word of God kept on increasing andmultiplying.

25 So Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem when they had com-
pleted their mission, bringing along with them JohnMark.
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13
1 Now there were these prophets and teachers in the church at An-

tioch: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, Manaen (a
close friendofHerod the tetrarch fromchildhood )andSaul. 2While they
were serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart forme
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then,
after they had fasted and prayed and placed their hands on them, they
sent them off.

Paul and Barnabas Preach in Cyprus
4 So Barnabas and Saul, sent out by the Holy Spirit, went down to

Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived
in Salamis, they began to proclaim the word of God in the Jewish
synagogues. (Nowtheyalsohad Johnas their assistant.) 6When theyhad
crossed over the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a magician,
a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7who was with the proconsul
Sergius Paulus, an intelligentman. The proconsul summoned Barnabas
and Saul andwanted to hear theword of God. 8But themagician Elymas
(for that is the way his name is translated) opposed them, trying to turn
the proconsul away from the faith. 9But Saul (also known as Paul), filled
with the Holy Spirit, stared straight at him 10and said, “Youwho are full
of all deceit and all wrongdoing, you son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness – will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of
the Lord? 11Now look, the hand of the Lord is against you, and you will
be blind, unable to see the sun for a time!” Immediately mistiness and
darkness cameoverhim, andhewentaroundseekingpeople to leadhim
by the hand. 12 Then when the proconsul saw what had happened, he
believed, because he was greatly astounded at the teaching about the
Lord.

Paul and Barnabas at Pisidian Antioch
13Then Paul and his companions put out to sea fromPaphos and came

to Perga in Pamphylia, but John left them and returned to Jerusalem.
14Moving on from Perga, they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and on the
Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the
reading from the law and the prophets, the leaders of the synagogue
sent them a message, saying, “Brothers, if you have any message of
exhortation for the people, speak it.” 16 So Paul stood up, gestured with
his hand and said,
“Men of Israel, and you Gentiles who fear God, listen: 17 The God of

this people Israel chose our ancestors andmade the people great during
their stay as foreigners in the country of Egypt, and with uplifted arm
he led them out of it. 18 For a period of about forty years he put up with
them in the wilderness. 19After he had destroyed seven nations in the
land of Canaan, he gave his people their land as an inheritance. 20 All
this took about four hundred fifty years. After this he gave them judges
until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21Then they asked for a king, and
God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man from the tribe of Benjamin, who
ruled forty years. 22After removing him, God raised upDavid their king.
He testified about him: ‘ I have found David the son of Jesse to be a man
aftermyheart,whowill accomplisheverything Iwanthimtodo.’ 23From
the descendants of this man God brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, just as
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he promised. 24Before Jesus arrived, John had proclaimed a baptism for
repentance to all the people of Israel. 25But while John was completing
his mission, he said repeatedly, ‘What do you think I am? I am not he.
But look, one is coming after me. I am not worthy to untie the sandals
on his feet!’ 26 Brothers, descendants of Abraham’s family, and those
Gentiles amongyouwho fearGod, themessageof this salvationhasbeen
sent to us. 27 For the people who live in Jerusalem and their rulers did
not recognize him, and they fulfilled the sayings of the prophets that are
read every Sabbath by condemning him. 28Though they found no basis
for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29When
theyhadaccomplishedeverything thatwaswrittenabouthim, they took
him down from the cross and placed him in a tomb. 30 But God raised
him from the dead, 31 and for many days he appeared to those who
had accompanied him from Galilee to Jerusalem. These are now his
witnesses to the people. 32Andwe proclaim to you the good news about
the promise to our ancestors, 33 that this promise God has fulfilled to us,
their children, by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second psalm, ‘
You aremy Son; today I have fathered you*.’ 34But regarding the fact that
he has raised Jesus from the dead, never again to be in a state of decay,
God has spoken in this way: ‘ I will give you the holy and trustworthy
promises made to David*.’ 35 Therefore he also says in another psalm, ‘
Youwill notpermit yourHolyOne to experiencedecay*.’ 36ForDavid, after
he had served God’s purpose in his own generation, died, was buried
with his ancestors, and experienced decay, 37 but the one whom God
raised up did not experience decay. 38 Therefore let it be known to you,
brothers, that through this one forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,
39 and by this one everyone who believes is justified from everything
from which the law of Moses could not justify you. 40Watch out, then,
that what is spoken about by the prophets does not happen to you:
41 ‘ Look, you scoffers; be amazed and perish!
For I am doing awork in your days,
a work youwould never believe, even if someone tells you.’ ”

42As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people were urging them
to speak about these things on the next Sabbath. 43When the meeting
of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and God-fearing
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who were speaking with them
andwere persuading them to continue in the grace of God.

44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city assembled together to
hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they
were filled with jealousy, and they began to contradict what Paul was
saying by reviling him. 46Both Paul and Barnabas replied courageously,
“It was necessary to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject
it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we are turning
to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: ‘ I have
appointed you to be a light for the Gentiles, to bring salvation to the ends
of the earth.’ ” 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began to rejoice
and praise the word of the Lord, and all who had been appointed for
eternal life believed. 49 So the word of the Lord was spreading through
the entire region. 50But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high
social standingand theprominentmenof the city, stirreduppersecution
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against Paul and Barnabas, and threw them out of their region. 51 So
after they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, theywent
to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy
Spirit.

14
1 The same thing happened in Iconium when Paul and Barnabas

went into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a large
group of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who refused
to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the
brothers. 3 So they stayed there for a considerable time, speaking out
courageously for the Lord, who testified to the message of his grace,
granting miraculous signs and wonders to be performed through their
hands. 4But the population of the city was divided; some sided with the
Jews, and somewith the apostles. 5When both the Gentiles and the Jews
(togetherwith their rulers)made an attempt tomistreat them and stone
them, 6 Paul and Barnabas learned about it and fled to the Lycaonian
cities of Lystra and the surrounding region. 7 There they continued to
proclaim the good news.

Paul and Barnabas at Lystra
8 In Lystra sat a man who could not use his feet, lame from birth, who

had never walked. 9This man was listening to Paul as he was speaking.
WhenPaul stared intently at himand sawhehad faith to be healed, 10he
saidwith a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And theman leaped
up and began walking. 11 So when the crowds saw what Paul had done,
they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down
to us in human form!” 12 They began to call Barnabas Zeus and Paul
Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13The priest of the temple of
Zeus, located just outside the city, brought bulls and garlands to the city
gates; he and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 14But when
the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard about it, they tore their clothes
and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, 15 “Men, why are you doing
these things? We too aremen, with human natures just like you! We are
proclaiming the good news to you, so that you should turn from these
worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the
sea, and everything that is in them. 16 In past generations he allowed all
the nations to go their ownways, 17yet he did not leave himself without
a witness by doing good, by giving you rain from heaven and fruitful
seasons, satisfying you with food and your hearts with joy.” 18 Even
by saying these things, they scarcely persuaded the crowds not to offer
sacrifice to them.

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and after winning the
crowds over, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, presum-
ing him to be dead. 20But after the disciples had surrounded him, he got
up andwent back into the city. On the next day he left with Barnabas for
Derbe.

Paul and Barnabas Return to Antioch in Syria
21 After they had proclaimed the good news in that city and made

manydisciples, they returned toLystra, 22Theystrengthened the soulsof
the disciples and encouraged them to continue in the faith, saying, “We
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must enter the kingdom of God through many persecutions.” 23When
they had appointed elders for them in the various churches, with prayer
and fasting they entrusted them to the protection of the Lord in whom
they had believed. 24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came into
Pamphylia, 25 and when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went
down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed back to Antioch, where they
had been commended to the grace of God for the work they had now
completed. 27When they arrived and gathered the church together, they
reported all the things God had donewith them, and that he had opened
a door of faith for the Gentiles. 28 So they spent considerable time with
the disciples.

15
1 Now some men came down from Judea and began to teach the

brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the customofMoses,
you cannot be saved.” 2WhenPaul and Barnabas had amajor argument
and debate with them, the church appointed Paul and Barnabas and
some others from among them to go up to meet with the apostles and
elders in Jerusalemabout this point of disagreement. 3So theywere sent
on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia
and Samaria, theywere relating at length the conversion of the Gentiles
and bringing great joy to all the brothers. 4 When they arrived in
Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they reported all the things God had done with them. 5 But
some from the religious party of the Pharisees who had believed stood
up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise theGentiles and to order them
to observe the law of Moses.”

6Both the apostles and the eldersmet together to deliberate about this
matter. 7After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to
them, “Brothers, you know that some time ago God chose me to preach
to the Gentiles so theywould hear themessage of the gospel and believe.
8AndGod,who knows the heart, has testified to themby giving them the
Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction between
them and us, cleansing their hearts by faith. 10 So now why are you
putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that
neither our ancestors norwe have been able to bear? 11On the contrary,
we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the
sameway as they are.”

12Thewhole groupkept quiet and listened to Barnabas andPaulwhile
they explained all the miraculous signs and wonders God had done
among theGentiles through them. 13After they stopped speaking, James
replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has explained how God first
concerned himself to select from among the Gentiles a people for his
name. 15The words of the prophets agree with this, as it is written,
16 ‘After this I will return,
and I will rebuild the fallen tent of David;*
I will rebuild its ruins and restore it,*
17 so that the rest of humanitymay seek the Lord,*
namely, all the Gentiles I have called to be my own,’ says the Lord,* who

makes these things 18 known from long ago.
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19 “Therefore I conclude that we should not cause extra difficulty for
those among the Gentiles who are turning to God, 20but that we should
write them a letter telling them to abstain from things defiled by idols
and fromsexual immorality and fromwhathasbeen strangledand from
blood. 21 For Moses has had those who proclaim him in every town
from ancient times, because he is read aloud in the synagogues every
Sabbath.”

22Then theapostles andelders,with thewhole church, decided to send
menchosen fromamong them, Judas calledBarsabbas andSilas, leaders
among thebrothers, toAntiochwithPaul andBarnabas. 23They sent this
letter with them:

From the apostles and elders, your brothers, to the Gentile brothers
and sisters in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, greetings! 24 Since we have
heard that some have gone out from among uswith no orders fromus
and have confused you, upsetting yourminds bywhat they said, 25we
have unanimously decided to choose men to send to you along with
our dear friends Barnabas and Paul, 26who have risked their lives for
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas
and Silas who will tell you these things themselves in person. 28For it
seemedbest to theHolySpirit and tousnot toplaceanygreaterburden
on you than these necessary rules: 29 that you abstain frommeat that
has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what has been
strangled and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from
doing these things, you will do well. Farewell.
30 So when they were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and

after gathering the entire group together, they delivered the letter.
31 When they read it aloud, the people rejoiced at its encouragement.
32Both Judas and Silas, whowere prophets themselves, encouraged and
strengthened the brothers with a long speech. 33 After they had spent
some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those
who had sent them. 34 * 35But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch,
teachingandproclaiming (alongwithmanyothers) thewordof theLord.

Paul and Barnabas Part Company
36 After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s return and visit the

brothers in every town where we proclaimed the word of the Lord to
see how they are doing.” 37Barnabas wanted to bring John called Mark
along with them too, 38but Paul insisted that they should not take along
this one who had left them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied
them in the work. 39 They had a sharp disagreement, so that they
parted company. Barnabas took along Mark and sailed away to Cyprus,
40 but Paul chose Silas and set out, commended to the grace of the Lord
by the brothers and sisters. 41 He passed through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the churches.

16
1 He also came to Derbe A disciple named Timothy was there, the

son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but whose father was a
Greek. 2 The brothers in Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul
wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised
* 15:34 [[EMPTY]]
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himbecause of the Jewswhowere in those places, for they all knew that
his father was Greek. 4 As they went through the towns, they passed
on the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and elders in
Jerusalem for theGentile believers to obey. 5So the churcheswere being
strengthened in the faith and were increasing in number every day.

Paul’s Vision of theMacedonianMan
6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been

prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking themessage in the province
of Asia. 7When they came to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia,
but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them to do this, 8 so they passed
through Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 A vision appeared to Paul
during the night: A Macedonian man was standing there urging him,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us!” 10After Paul saw the vision, we
attempted immediately to go over to Macedonia, concluding that God
had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

Arrival at Philippi
11Weput out to sea fromTroas and sailed a straight course to Samoth-

race, the next day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a
leading city of that district of Macedonia, a Roman colony. We stayed
in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the
city gate to the side of the river, where we thought there would be a
place of prayer, and we sat down and began to speak to the womenwho
had assembled there. 14Awoman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth
from the city of Thyatira, a God-fearing woman, listened to us. The Lord
opened her heart to respond to what Paul was saying. 15After she and
her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me to be a
believer in the Lord, come and stay inmyhouse.” And she persuadedus.

Paul and Silas Are Thrown Into Prison
16 Now as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave girl met us

who had a spirit that enabled her to foretell the future by supernatural
means. She brought her owners a great profit by fortune-telling. 17 She
followed behind Paul and us and kept crying out, “These men are
servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of
salvation.” 18 She continued to do this for many days. But Paul became
greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out of her at
once. 19 But when her owners saw their hope of profit was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into themarketplace before the
authorities. 20When theyhadbrought thembefore themagistrates, they
said, “These men are throwing our city into confusion. They are Jews
21 and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us to accept or
practice, since we are Romans.”

22The crowd joined the attack against them, and the magistrates tore
the clothes off Paul and Silas and ordered them to be beaten with rods.
23After they had beaten them severely, they threw them into prison and
commanded the jailer to guard them securely. 24Receiving such orders,
he threw them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the rest of the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a
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great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken. Immediately all the doors flew open, and the bonds of all the
prisoners came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the doors
of the prison standing open, he drew his sword and was about to kill
himself, because he assumed the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul
called out loudly, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!” 29 Calling
for lights, the jailer rushed in and fell down trembling at the feet of Paul
and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and asked, “Sirs, what must
I do to be saved?” 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you
will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word
of the Lord to him, along with all those who were in his house. 33 At
that hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then
he and all his family were baptized right away. 34 The jailer brought
them into his house and set food before them, and he rejoiced greatly
that he had come to believe in God, together with his entire household.
35At daybreak themagistrates sent their police officers, saying, “Release
those men.” 36 The jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The
magistrates have sent orders to release you. So come out now and go
in peace.” 37 But Paul said to the police officers, “They had us beaten
in public without a proper trial – even though we are Roman citizens
– and they threw us in prison. And now they want to send us away
secretly? Absolutely not! They themselves must come and escort us
out!” 38Thepolice officers reported thesewords to themagistrates. They
were frightened when they heard Paul and Silas were Roman citizens
39 and came and apologized to them. After they brought them out, they
asked them repeatedly to leave the city. 40When they came out of the
prison, they entered Lydia’s house, and when they saw the brothers,
they encouraged them and then departed.

17
1After they traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 Paul went to the
Jews in the synagogue, as he customarily did, and on three Sabbath days
he addressed them from the scriptures, 3 explaining and demonstrating
that the Christ had to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying, “This
Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.” 4 Some of them were
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large group of God-
fearingGreeksandquitea fewprominentwomen. 5But the Jewsbecame
jealous, and gathering together some worthless men from the rabble in
the marketplace, they formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. They
attacked Jason’s house, trying to find Paul and Silas to bring them out to
the assembly. 6When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and
some of the brothers before the city officials, screaming, “These people
who have stirred up trouble throughout the world have come here too,
7 and Jason has welcomed them as guests! They are all acting against
Caesar’s decrees, saying there is another king named Jesus!” 8 They
caused confusion among the crowd and the city officials who heard
these things. 9 After the city officials had received bail from Jason and
the others, they released them.

Paul and Silas at Berea
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10 The brothers sent Paul and Silas off to Berea at once, during the
night. When they arrived, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 These
Jews were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they
eagerly received the message, examining the scriptures carefully every
day to see if these things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed,
along with quite a few prominent Greek women and men. 13But when
the Jews from Thessalonica heard that Paul had also proclaimed the
word of God in Berea, they came there too, inciting and disturbing the
crowds. 14 Then the brothers sent Paul away to the coast at once, but
Silas and Timothy remained in Berea. 15 Those who accompanied Paul
escorted him as far as Athens, and after receiving an order for Silas and
Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they left.

Paul at Athens
16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was greatly

upset because he saw the city was full of idols. 17 So he was addressing
the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles in the synagogue, and in themar-
ketplace every day those who happened to be there. 18Also some of the
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him, and some
were asking, “What does this foolish babbler want to say?” Others said,
“He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods.” (They said this because
he was proclaiming the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.)
19 So they took Paul and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “Maywe
know what this new teaching is that you are proclaiming? 20 For you
are bringing some surprising things to our ears, so we want to know
what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived
there used to spend their time in nothing else than telling or listening
to something new.)

22 So Paul stood before the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I see
that you are very religious in all respects. 23 For as I went around and
observed closely your objects of worship, I even found an altar with
this inscription: ‘To an unknown god.’ Therefore what you worship
without knowing it, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the
world and everything in it, who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not
live in temples made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human
hands, as if heneeded anything, becausehehimself gives life andbreath
and everything to everyone. 26 From one man he made every nation of
the human race to inhabit the entire earth, determining their set times
and the fixed limits of the places where they would live, 27 so that they
would search for God and perhaps grope around for him and find him,
though he is not far from each one of us. 28 For in him we live and
move about and exist, as even someof your ownpoets have said, ‘Forwe
too are his offspring.’ 29 So since we are God’s offspring, we should not
think the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image made by human
skill and imagination. 30 Therefore, although God has overlooked such
times of ignorance, he now commands all people everywhere to repent,
31 because he has set a day on which he is going to judge the world in
righteousness, by amanwhomhe designated, having provided proof to
everyone by raising him from the dead.”
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32Now when they heard about the resurrection from the dead, some
began to scoff, but others said, “Wewill hear you again about this.” 33So
Paul left the Areopagus. 34 But some people joined him and believed.
Among them were Dionysius, who was a member of the Areopagus, a
woman named Damaris, and others with them.

18
1After this Paul departed from Athens 2There he found a Jew named

Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with
his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to depart
from Rome. Paul approached them, 3 and because he worked at the
same trade, he stayed with them and worked with them (for they were
tentmakers by trade). 4 He addressed both Jews and Greeks in the
synagogue every Sabbath, attempting to persuade them.

5Nowwhen Silas and Timothy arrived fromMacedonia, Paul became
wholly absorbed with proclaiming the word, testifying to the Jews that
Jesus was the Christ. 6 When they opposed him and reviled him, he
protested by shaking out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be
on your own heads! I am guiltless! From now on I will go to the
Gentiles!” 7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went to the house of
a person named Titius Justus, a Gentile who worshiped God, whose
house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the president of the
synagogue, believed in the Lord togetherwith his entire household, and
manyof the Corinthianswhoheard about it believed andwerebaptized.
9 The Lord said to Paul by a vision in the night, “Do not be afraid, but
speak and do not be silent, 10 because I am with you, and no one will
assault you to harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So
he stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among
them.

Paul Before the Proconsul Gallio
12Now while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews attacked Paul

together andbrought himbefore the judgment seat, 13 saying, “Thisman
is persuadingpeople toworshipGod in away contrary to the law!” 14But
just asPaulwasabout to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, “If itwereamatter
of some crime or serious piece of villainy, I would have been justified
in accepting the complaint of you Jews, 15 but since it concerns points
of disagreement about words and names and your own law, settle it
yourselves. I will not be a judge of these things!” 16 Then he had them
forced away from the judgment seat. 17 So they all seized Sosthenes,
the president of the synagogue, and began to beat him in front of the
judgment seat. Yet none of these things were of any concern to Gallio.

Paul Returns to Antioch in Syria
18 Paul, after staying many more days in Corinth, said farewell to the

brothers and sailed away to Syria accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila.
He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea because he hadmade a vow. 19When
they reached Ephesus, Paul left Priscilla andAquila behind there, but he
himself went into the synagogue and addressed the Jews. 20When they
asked him to stay longer, he would not consent, 21 but said farewell to
themand added, “I will come back to you again if Godwills.” Then he set
sail from Ephesus, 22 and when he arrived at Caesarea, 23After he spent
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some time there, Paul left and went through the region of Galatia and
Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

Apollos Begins HisMinistry
24Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, arrived in Eph-

esus. He was an eloquent speaker, well-versed in the scriptures. 25He
had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and with great enthusiasm
he spoke and taught accurately the facts about Jesus, although he knew
only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak out fearlessly in the
synagogue, butwhenPriscilla andAquilaheardhim, they tookhimaside
and explained the way of God to himmore accurately. 27When Apollos
wanted to cross over to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him andwrote
to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he assisted greatly
those who had believed by grace, 28 for he refuted the Jews vigorously
in public debate, demonstrating from the scriptures that the Christ was
Jesus.

19
1While Apollos was in Corinth, He found some disciples there 2 and

said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They
replied, “No,wehavenot evenheard that there is aHoly Spirit.” 3SoPaul
said, “Into what then were you baptized?” “Into John’s baptism,” they
replied. 4Paul said, “John baptizedwith a baptism of repentance, telling
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in
Jesus.” 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus, 6 and when Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came upon them, and they began to speak in tongues and to prophesy.
7 (Now there were about twelvemen in all.)

Paul Continues toMinister at Ephesus
8 So Paul entered the synagogue and spoke out fearlessly for three

months, addressing and convincing them about the kingdom of God.
9Butwhen somewere stubborn and refused to believe, reviling theWay
before the congregation, he left them and took the disciples with him,
addressing them every day in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10This went
on for two years, so that all who lived in the province of Asia, both Jews
and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord.

The Seven Sons of Sceva
11 God was performing extraordinary miracles by Paul’s hands, 12 so

thatwhenevenhandkerchiefs or aprons that had touchedhis bodywere
brought to the sick, their diseases left them and the evil spirits went
out of them. 13 But some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to invoke the
name of the Lord Jesus over those who were possessed by evil spirits,
saying, “I sternly warn you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 (Now
seven sons of a man named Sceva, a Jewish high priest, were doing
this.) 15 But the evil spirit replied to them, “I know about Jesus and
I am acquainted with Paul, but who are you?” 16 Then the man who
was possessed by the evil spirit jumped on them and beat them all into
submission. He prevailed against them so that they fled from that house
naked andwounded. 17This became known to all who lived in Ephesus,
both Jews andGreeks; fear cameover themall, and thenameof the Lord
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Jesus was praised. 18 Many of those who had believed came forward,
confessing and making their deeds known. 19 Large numbers of those
who had practiced magic collected their books and burned them up in
the presence of everyone. When the value of the books was added up, it
was found to total fifty thousand silver coins. 20 In this way the word of
the Lord continued to grow in power and to prevail.

ARiot in Ephesus
21 Now after all these things had taken place, Paul resolved to go to

Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia. He said, “After I
have been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 So after sending two of his
assistants, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, he himself stayed on for
a while in the province of Asia.

23 At that time a great disturbance took place concerning the Way.
24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines
of Artemis, brought a great deal of business to the craftsmen. 25 He
gathered these together, along with the workmen in similar trades, and
said, “Men, you know that our prosperity comes from this business.
26And you see and hear that this Paul has persuaded and turned away
a large crowd, not only in Ephesus but in practically all of the province
of Asia, by saying that gods made by hands are not gods at all. 27 There
is danger not only that this business of ours will come into disrepute,
but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemiswill be regarded as
nothing, and she whom all the province of Asia and the world worship
will suffer the loss of her greatness.”

28 When they heard this they became enraged and began to shout,
“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 The city was filled with the
uproar, and the crowd rushed to the theater together, dragging with
themGaiusandAristarchus, theMacedonianswhowerePaul’s traveling
companions. 30But when Paul wanted to enter the public assembly, the
disciples would not let him. 31 Even some of the provincial authorities
who were his friends sent a message to him, urging him not to venture
into the theater. 32So then somewere shouting one thing, some another,
for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not knowwhy
they had met together. 33 Some of the crowd concluded it was about
Alexander because the Jews had pushed him to the front. Alexander,
gesturing with his hand, was wanting to make a defense before the
public assembly. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, they
all shouted in unison, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” for about
two hours. 35After the city secretary quieted the crowd, he said, “Men
of Ephesus, what person is there who does not know that the city of
the Ephesians is the keeper of the temple of the great Artemis and
of her image that fell from heaven? 36 So because these facts are
indisputable, you must keep quiet and not do anything reckless. 37 For
you have brought these men here who are neither temple robbers nor
blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If thenDemetrius and the craftsmenwho
arewithhimhave a complaint against someone, the courts are openand
there are proconsuls; let them bring charges against one another there.
39But if youwant anything in addition, it will have to be settled in a legal
assembly. 40 For we are in danger of being charged with rioting today,
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since there is no causewe can give to explain this disorderly gathering.”
41After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.

20
1After thedisturbancehad ended, Paul sent for thedisciples, andafter

encouraging themand saying farewell, he left to go toMacedonia. 2After
he had gone through those regions and spoken many words of encour-
agement to the believers there, he came to Greece, 3 where he stayed
for three months. Because the Jews had made a plot against him as he
was intending to sail for Syria, he decided to return throughMacedonia.
4 Paul was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, and
Timothy, as well as Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia.
5These had gone on ahead andwere waiting for us in Troas. 6We sailed
away from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and within five
days we came to the others in Troas, where we stayed for seven days.
7On the first day of the week, when we met to break bread, Paul began
to speak to the people, and because he intended to leave the next day,
he extended hismessage until midnight. 8 (Now thereweremany lamps
in the upstairs room where we were meeting.) 9 A young man named
Eutychus, who was sitting in the window, was sinking into a deep sleep
while Paul continued to speak for a long time. Fast asleep, he fell down
from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 But Paul went down,
threwhimself on the youngman, put his armsaroundhim, and said, “Do
not be distressed, for he is still alive!” 11 Then Paul went back upstairs,
and after he had broken bread and eaten, he talked with them a long
time, until dawn. Then he left. 12They took the boy home alive andwere
greatly comforted.

The Voyage toMiletus
13Wewent on ahead to the ship and put out to sea for Assos, intending

to take Paul aboard there, for he had arranged it this way. He himself
was intending to go there by land. 14When he met us in Assos, we took
him aboard and went to Mitylene. 15We set sail from there, and on the
following daywe arrived off Chios. The next daywe approached Samos,
and the day after that we arrived at Miletus. 16 For Paul had decided to
sail past Ephesus if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 17FromMiletus he
sent a message to Ephesus, telling the elders of the church to come to
him.

18When they arrived, he said to them, “You yourselves know how I
lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I set foot in the
province of Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears,
and with the trials that happened tome because of the plots of the Jews.
20 You know that I did not hold back from proclaiming to you anything
that would be helpful, and from teaching you publicly and from house
to house, 21 testifying to both Jews and Greeks about repentance toward
God and faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 And now, compelled by the Spirit,
I am going to Jerusalem without knowing what will happen to me
there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit warns me in town after town that
imprisonment and persecutions are waiting for me. 24 But I do not
consider my life worth anything to myself, so that I may finish my task
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and theministry that I received from theLord Jesus, to testify to the good
news of God’s grace.

25 “And now I know that none of you among whom I went around
proclaiming the kingdom will see me again. 26 Therefore I declare to
you today that I am innocent of the blood of you all. 27For I did not hold
back from announcing to you the whole purpose of God. 28Watch out
for yourselves and for all theflock ofwhich theHoly Spirit hasmade you
overseers, to shepherd the churchofGod thatheobtainedwith theblood
of his own Son. 29 I know that after I am gone fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock. 30Even from among your own group
men will arise, teaching perversions of the truth to draw the disciples
away after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that night and day
for three years I did not stop warning each one of youwith tears. 32And
now I entrust you to God and to the message of his grace. This message
is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who
are sanctified. 33 I have desired no one’s silver or gold or clothing. 34You
yourselves know that these hands of mine provided for my needs and
theneeds of thosewhowerewithme. 35Byall these things, I have shown
you that by working in this way wemust help the weak, and remember
thewordsof theLord Jesus thathehimself said, ‘It ismoreblessed to give
than to receive.’ ”

36 When he had said these things, he knelt down with them all and
prayed. 37 They all began to weep loudly, and hugged Paul and kissed
him, 38especially saddenedbywhathehadsaid, that theywerenot going
to see him again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

21
1 After we tore ourselves away from them, we put out to sea, and

sailing a straight course, we came to Cos, on the next day to Rhodes, and
from there to Patara. 2We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went
aboard, and put out to sea. 3After we sighted Cyprus and left it behind
on our port side, we sailed on to Syria and put in at Tyre, because the
ship was to unload its cargo there. 4 After we located the disciples, we
stayed there seven days. They repeatedly told Paul through the Spirit
not to set foot in Jerusalem. 5When our time was over, we left and went
on our way. All of them, with their wives and children, accompanied
us outside of the city. After kneeling down on the beach and praying,
6we said farewell to one another. Then we went aboard the ship, and
they returned to their ownhomes. 7We continued the voyage fromTyre
and arrived at Ptolemais, and when we had greeted the brothers, we
stayed with them for one day. 8 On the next day we left and came to
Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one
of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 (He had four unmarried daughters
who prophesied.)

10While we remained there for a number of days, a prophet named
Agabus came down from Judea. 11He came to us, took Paul’s belt, tied
his own hands and feet with it, and said, “The Holy Spirit says this: ‘This
is the way the Jews in Jerusalem will tie up the man whose belt this is,
and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’ ” 12When we heard this, both
we and the local people begged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then
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Paul replied, “What are you doing, weeping and breakingmy heart? For
I am ready not only to be tied up, but even to die in Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus.” 14Because he could not be persuaded, we said
nomore except, “The Lord’s will be done.”

15After these days we got ready and started up to Jerusalem. 16 Some
of the disciples fromCaesarea came alongwith us too, and brought us to
the house of Mnason of Cyprus, a disciple from the earliest times, with
whom we were to stay. 17When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers
welcomed us gladly. 18 The next day Paul went in with us to see James,
and all the elders were there. 19When Paul had greeted them, he began
to explain in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his
ministry. 20 When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said
to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are who
have believed, and they are all ardent observers of the law. 21 They
have been informed about you – that you teach all the Jews now living
among the Gentiles to abandon Moses, telling them not to circumcise
their children or live according to our customs. 22What then should we
do? They will no doubt hear that you have come. 23 So do what we tell
you: We have four men who have taken a vow; 24 take them and purify
yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that theymay have
their heads shaved. Then everyone will know there is nothing in what
they have been told about you, but that you yourself live in conformity
with the law. 25But regarding the Gentiles who have believed, we have
written a letter, having decided that they should avoid meat that has
been sacrificed to idols and blood and what has been strangled and
sexual immorality.” 26Then Paul took themen the next day, and after he
had purified himself along with them, he went to the temple and gave
notice of the completion of the days of purification, when the sacrifice
would be offered for each of them. 27When the seven days were almost
over, the Jews from the province of Asiawho had seen him in the temple
area stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, 28 shouting, “Men of
Israel, help! This is the man who teaches everyone everywhere against
our people, our law, and this sanctuary! Furthermore he has brought
Greeks into the inner courts of the temple and made this holy place
ritually unclean!” 29 (For they had seen Trophimus the Ephesian in
the city with him previously, and they assumed Paul had brought him
into the inner temple courts.) 30 The whole city was stirred up, and
the people rushed together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of
the temple courts, and immediately the doors were shut. 31While they
were trying to kill him, a report was sent up to the commanding officer
of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He immediately
took soldiers and centurions and ran down to the crowd. When they
saw the commanding officer and the soldiers, they stoppedbeating Paul.
33Then the commanding officer came up and arrested him and ordered
him to be tied up with two chains; he then asked who he was and what
he had done. 34 But some in the crowd shouted one thing, and others
something else, and when the commanding officer was unable to find
out the truth because of the disturbance, he ordered Paul to be brought
into thebarracks. 35Whenhe came to the steps, Paul had tobe carriedby
the soldiers because of the violence of the mob, 36 for a crowd of people
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followed them, screaming, “Away with him!” 37 As Paul was about to
be brought into the barracks, he said to the commanding officer, “May
I say something to you?” The officer replied, “Do you know Greek?
38Then you’re not that Egyptianwho started a rebellion and led the four
thousand men of the ‘Assassins’ into the wilderness some time ago?”
39 Paul answered, “I am a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of an
important city. Please allow me to speak to the people.” 40 When the
commanding officer had given him permission, Paul stood on the steps
and gestured to the peoplewith his hand. When they had become silent,
he addressed them in Aramaic,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to my defense that I now make to

you.” 2 (When they heard that he was addressing them in Aramaic, they
became even quieter.) Then Paul said, 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus
in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated with strictness under
Gamaliel according to the law of our ancestors, andwas zealous for God
just as all of you are today. 4 I persecuted this Way even to the point of
death, tying up both men and women and putting them in prison, 5 as
both the high priest and thewhole council of elders can testify aboutme.
From them I also received letters to the brothers in Damascus, and Iwas
on my way to make arrests there and bring the prisoners to Jerusalem
to be punished. 6 As I was en route and near Damascus, about noon a
very bright light from heaven suddenly flashed aroundme. 7Then I fell
to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecutingme?’ 8 I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ He said tome, ‘I am
Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.’ 9Those who were with
me saw the light, but did not understand the voice of the one who was
speaking to me. 10 So I asked, ‘What should I do, Lord?’ The Lord said to
me, ‘Get up and go to Damascus; there youwill be told about everything
that you have been designated to do.’ 11 Since I could not see because of
the brilliance of that light, I came to Damascus led by the hand of those
who were with me. 12A man named Ananias, a devout man according
to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who live there, 13 came to me
and stood beside me and said to me, ‘Brother Saul, regain your sight!’
And at that very moment I looked up and saw him. 14Then he said, ‘The
God of our ancestors has already chosen you to know his will, to see the
Righteous One, and to hear a command from his mouth, 15because you
will be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard. 16And
now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized, and have your sins
washed away, calling on his name.’ 17 When I returned to Jerusalem
and was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw the Lord
saying to me, ‘Hurry and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will
not accept your testimony aboutme.’ 19 I replied, ‘Lord, they themselves
know that I imprisoned and beat those in the various synagogues who
believed in you. 20 And when the blood of your witness Stephen was
shed, I myself was standing nearby, approving, and guarding the cloaks
of those who were killing him.’ 21Then he said to me, ‘Go, because I will
send you far away to the Gentiles.’ ”

The Roman Commander Questions Paul
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22 The crowd was listening to him until he said this. Then they raised
their voices and shouted, “Away with this man from the earth! For
he should not be allowed to live!” 23 While they were screaming and
throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust in the air, 24 the commanding
officer ordered Paul to be brought back into the barracks. He told them
to interrogate Paul by beating him with a lash so that he could find
out the reason the crowd was shouting at Paul in this way. 25 When
they had stretched him out for the lash, Paul said to the centurion
standing nearby, “Is it legal for you to lash amanwho is a Roman citizen
without a proper trial?” 26When the centurion heard this, he went to
the commanding officer and reported it, saying, “What are you about
to do? For this man is a Roman citizen.” 27 So the commanding officer
came and asked Paul, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” He replied,
“Yes.” 28The commanding officer answered, “I acquired this citizenship
with a large sumofmoney.” “But Iwas evenborna citizen,”Paul replied.
29Then thosewhowere about to interrogate him stayed away fromhim,
and the commanding officer was frightened when he realized that Paul
was a Roman citizen and that he had had him tied up.

Paul Before the Sanhedrin
30The next day, because the commanding officer wanted to know the

true reason Paul was being accused by the Jews, he released him and
ordered the chief priests and the whole council to assemble. He then
brought Paul down and had him stand before them.

23
1 Paul looked directly at the council and said, “Brothers, I have lived

my life with a clear conscience before God to this day.” 2 At that the
high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on
the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed wall! Do you sit there judging me according to the law,
and in violation of the law you order me to be struck?” 4Those standing
near him said, “Do you dare insult God’s high priest?” 5 Paul replied, “I
did not realize, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘
Youmust not speak evil about a ruler of your people.’ ”

6 Then when Paul noticed that part of them were Sadducees and
the others Pharisees, he shouted out in the council, “Brothers, I am
a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on trial concerning the hope
of the resurrection of the dead!” 7 When he said this, an argument
began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was
divided. 8 (For the Sadducees say there is no resurrection, or angel, or
spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.) 9 There was a great
commotion, and some experts in the law from the party of the Pharisees
stood up and protested strongly, “Wefind nothing wrong with this man.
What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” 10When the argument
became so great the commanding officer feared that they would tear
Paul to pieces, he ordered the detachment to go down, take him away
from them by force, and bring him into the barracks.

11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Have
courage, for just as youhave testifiedaboutme in Jerusalem, soyoumust
also testify in Rome.”
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The Plot to Kill Paul
12 When morning came, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound

themselveswithanoathnot to eat ordrinkanythinguntil theyhadkilled
Paul. 13Thereweremore than forty of themwho formed this conspiracy.
14Theywent to the chief priests and the elders and said, “Wehavebound
ourselves with a solemn oath not to partake of anything until we have
killed Paul. 15 So now you and the council request the commanding
officer to bring him down to you, as if you were going to determine his
case by conducting a more thorough inquiry. We are ready to kill him
before he comes near this place.”

16 But when the son of Paul’s sister heard about the ambush, he
came and entered the barracks and told Paul. 17 Paul called one of the
centurions and said, “Take this young man to the commanding officer,
for he has something to report to him.” 18 So the centurion took him
and brought him to the commanding officer and said, “The prisoner
Paul calledme and askedme to bring this youngman to you because he
has something to tell you.” 19 The commanding officer took him by the
hand, withdrew privately, and asked, “What is it that youwant to report
to me?” 20He replied, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul
down to the council tomorrow, as if they were going to inquire more
thoroughly about him. 21 So do not let them persuade you to do this,
becausemore than forty of themare lying in ambush for him. Theyhave
bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink anything until they
havekilledhim, andnow they are ready,waiting for you to agree to their
request.” 22 Then the commanding officer sent the young man away,
directing him, “Tell no one that you have reported these things to me.”
23Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, “Make ready two
hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea along with seventy horsemen and
two hundred spearmen by nine o’clock tonight, 24 and provide mounts
for Paul to ride so that he may be brought safely to Felix the governor.”
25Hewrote a letter that went like this:

26 Claudius Lysias to His Excellency Governor Felix, greetings.
27 This man was seized by the Jews and they were about to kill him,
when I came up with the detachment and rescued him, because I
had learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28 Since I wanted to know
what charge they were accusing him of, I brought him down to their
council. 29 I found he was accused with reference to controversial
questions about their law, but no charge against him deserved death
or imprisonment. 30 When I was informed there would be a plot
against this man, I sent him to you at once, also ordering his accusers
to state their charges against him before you.
31 So the soldiers, in accordance with their orders, took Paul and

brought him to Antipatris during the night. 32 The next day they let the
horsemen go on with him, and they returned to the barracks. 33When
the horsemen came to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor,
they also presented Paul to him. 34 When the governor had read the
letter, he asked what province he was from. When he learned that he
was fromCilicia, 35he said, “Iwill give youahearingwhenyour accusers
arrive too.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept under guard in Herod’s
palace.
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24
1After five days the high priest Ananias came downwith some elders

and an attorney named Tertullus, and they brought formal charges
against Paul to the governor. 2When Paul had been summoned, Tertul-
lus began to accuse him, saying, “We have experienced a lengthy time
of peace through your rule, and reforms are being made in this nation
through your foresight. 3 Most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this
everywhere and in every way with all gratitude. 4But so that I may not
delay you any further, I beg you to hear us briefly with your customary
graciousness. 5 For we have found this man to be a troublemaker,
one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world, and a
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6He even tried to desecrate the
temple, so we arrested him. 7 * 8When you examine him yourself, you
will be able to learn fromhimabout all these thingswe are accusing him
of doing.” 9The Jews also joined in the verbal attack, claiming that these
things were true.

Paul’s Defense Before Felix
10 When the governor gestured for him to speak, Paul replied, “Be-

cause I know that youhavebeena judge over this nation formanyyears,
I confidently make my defense. 11 As you can verify for yourself, not
more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 12 They
didnot findmearguingwith anyone or stirring up a crowd in the temple
courts or in the synagogues or throughout the city, 13nor can they prove
to you the things they are accusing me of doing. 14 But I confess this to
you, that Iworship theGodof our ancestors according to theWay (which
they call a sect), believing everything that is according to the law and
that is written in the prophets. 15 I have a hope in God (a hope that these
men themselves accept too) that there is going to be a resurrection of
both the righteous and the unrighteous. 16 This is the reason I do my
best to always have a clear conscience toward God and toward people.
17After several years I came to bring to my people gifts for the poor and
to present offerings, 18 which I was doing when they found me in the
temple, ritually purified, without a crowd or a disturbance. 19But there
are some Jews from the province of Asia who should be here before you
and bring charges, if they have anything against me. 20 Or these men
here should tell what crime they foundme guilty of when I stood before
the council, 21other than this one thing I shoutedoutwhile I stoodbefore
them: ‘I am on trial before you today concerning the resurrection of the
dead.’ ”

22 Then Felix, who understood the facts concerning the Way more
accurately, adjourned their hearing, saying, “When Lysias the com-
manding officer comes down, I will decide your case.” 23He ordered the
centurion to guard Paul, but to let him have some freedom, and not to
prevent any of his friends frommeeting his needs.

Paul Speaks Repeatedly to Felix
24Some days later, when Felix arrivedwith his wife Drusilla, whowas

Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.
25While Paulwas discussing righteousness, self-control, and the coming
* 24:7 [[EMPTY]]
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judgment, Felix became frightened and said, “Go away for now, and
when I have an opportunity, I will send for you.” 26At the same time he
was also hoping that Paul would give himmoney, and for this reason he
sent for Paul as often as possible and talkedwith him. 27After two years
had passed, Porcius Festus succeeded Felix, and because he wanted to
do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.

25
Paul Appeals to Caesar

1Now three days after Festus arrived in the province, he went up to
Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 So the chief priests and the most promi-
nent men of the Jews brought formal charges against Paul to him.
3 Requesting him to do them a favor against Paul, they urged Festus to
summon him to Jerusalem, planning an ambush to kill him along the
way. 4Then Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea, and he
himself intended to go there shortly. 5 “So,” he said, “let your leaders go
down therewithme, and if thismanhas done anythingwrong, theymay
bring charges against him.”

6After Festus had stayed notmore than eight or ten days among them,
hewent down to Caesarea, and the next day he sat on the judgment seat
and ordered Paul to be brought. 7When he arrived, the Jews who had
come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many serious
charges that they were not able to prove. 8 Paul said in his defense, “I
have committed no offense against the Jewish law or against the temple
or against Caesar.” 9 But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, asked
Paul, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and be tried before me
there on these charges?” 10 Paul replied, “I am standing before Caesar’s
judgment seat,where I shouldbe tried. I havedonenothingwrong to the
Jews, as you also know very well. 11 If then I am in the wrong and have
done anything that deserves death, I am not trying to escape dying, but
if not one of their charges against me is true, no one can hand me over
to them. I appeal to Caesar!” 12 Then, after conferring with his council,
Festus replied, “You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you will go!”

Festus Asks King Agrippa for Advice
13After several days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at

Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. 14While theywere staying there
many days, Festus explained Paul’s case to the king to get his opinion,
saying, “There is a man left here as a prisoner by Felix. 15When I was
in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me
about him, asking for a sentence of condemnation against him. 16 I
answered them that it was not the custom of the Romans to hand over
anyone before the accused had met his accusers face to face and had
been given an opportunity to make a defense against the accusation.
17 So after they came back here with me, I did not postpone the case,
but the next day I sat on the judgment seat and ordered the man to be
brought. 18When his accusers stood up, they did not charge him with
any of the evil deeds I had suspected. 19Rather they had several points
of disagreement with him about their own religion and about a man
named Jesus whowas dead, whom Paul claimed to be alive. 20Because I
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was at a loss how I could investigate these matters, I asked if he were
willing to go to Jerusalem and be tried there on these charges. 21 But
when Paul appealed to be kept in custody for the decision of HisMajesty
theEmperor, I orderedhim tobekept under guarduntil I could sendhim
to Caesar.” 22Agrippa said to Festus, “I would also like to hear the man
myself.” “Tomorrow,” he replied, “you will hear him.”

Paul Before King Agrippa and Bernice
23 So the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and

entered the audience hall, along with the senior military officers and
the prominent men of the city. When Festus gave the order, Paul was
brought in. 24 Then Festus said, “King Agrippa, and all you who are
present here with us, you see this man about whom the entire Jewish
populacepetitionedmeboth in Jerusalemandhere, shouting loudly that
he ought not to live any longer. 25But I found that he had done nothing
that deserved death, andwhen he appealed to His Majesty the Emperor,
I decided to send him. 26But I have nothing definite to write to my lord
about him. Therefore I have brought him before you all, and especially
before you, King Agrippa, so that after this preliminary hearing I may
have something to write. 27 For it seems unreasonable to me to send a
prisoner without clearly indicating the charges against him.”

26
1So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.”

Then Paul held out his hand and began his defense:
2 “Regarding all the things I have been accused of by the Jews, King

Agrippa, I considermyself fortunate that I amabout tomakemydefense
before you today, 3 because you are especially familiar with all the
customs and controversial issues of the Jews. Therefore I ask you to
listen to me patiently. 4Now all the Jews know the way I lived from my
youth, spending my life from the beginning among my own people and
in Jerusalem. 5They know, because they have knownme from timepast,
if they are willing to testify, that according to the strictest party of our
religion, I lived as a Pharisee. 6 And now I stand here on trial because
of my hope in the promise made by God to our ancestors, 7 a promise
that our twelve tribes hope to attain as they earnestly serve God night
and day. Concerning this hope the Jews are accusing me, Your Majesty!
8Why do you people think it is unbelievable that God raises the dead?
9 Of course, I myself was convinced that it was necessary to do many
things hostile to the name of Jesus theNazarene. 10And that iswhat I did
in Jerusalem: Not only did I lock upmany of the saints in prisons by the
authority I received from the chief priests, but I also castmyvote against
them when they were sentenced to death. 11 I punished them often in
all the synagogues and tried to force them to blaspheme. Because I was
so furiously enraged at them, I went to persecute them even in foreign
cities.

12 “While doing this very thing, as I was going to Damascus with
authority and complete power from the chief priests, 13 about noon
along the road, Your Majesty, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than
the sun, shining everywhere around me and those traveling with me.
14 When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me
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in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? You are hurting
yourself by kicking against the goads.’ 15 So I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But get
up and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you for this reason, to
designate you in advance as a servant andwitness to the things youhave
seen and to the things in which I will appear to you. 17 I will rescue you
from your own people and from the Gentiles, towhom I am sending you
18 to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins
and a share among those who are sanctified by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly
vision, 20 but I declared to those in Damascus first, and then to those in
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles, that they should repent
and turn to God, performing deeds consistent with repentance. 21 For
this reason the Jews seized me in the temple courts and were trying
to kill me. 22 I have experienced help from God to this day, and so I
stand testifying to both small and great, saying nothing except what the
prophets and Moses said was going to happen: 23 that the Christ was to
suffer and be the first to rise from the dead, to proclaim light both to our
people and to the Gentiles.”

24 As Paul was saying these things in his defense, Festus exclaimed
loudly, “You have lost your mind, Paul! Your great learning is driving
you insane!” 25But Paul replied, “I have not lostmymind,most excellent
Festus, but am speaking true and rational words. 26 For the king knows
about these things, and I am speaking freely to him, because I cannot
believe that any of these things has escaped his notice, for this was not
done in a corner. 27Do you believe the prophets, King Agrippa? I know
that you believe.” 28Agrippa said to Paul, “In such a short time are you
persuading me to become a Christian?” 29 Paul replied, “I pray to God
thatwhether in a short or a long time not only you but also all thosewho
are listening to me today could become such as I am, except for these
chains.”

30So the king got up, andwithhim the governor andBernice and those
sitting with them, 31 and as they were leaving they said to one another,
“This man is not doing anything deserving death or imprisonment.”
32Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been released if he had
not appealed to Caesar.”

27
1When it was decided we would sail to Italy, they handed over Paul

and some other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort named
Julius. 2We went on board a ship from Adramyttium that was about to
sail to various ports along the coast of the province of Asia and put out
to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica.
3Thenextdayweput inat Sidon, and Julius, treatingPaulkindly, allowed
him to go to his friends so they could provide himwith what he needed.
4From thereweput out to sea and sailedunder the lee of Cyprusbecause
the winds were against us. 5After we had sailed across the open sea off
Cilicia and Pamphylia, we put in at Myra in Lycia. 6There the centurion
found a ship from Alexandria sailing for Italy, and he put us aboard it.
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7We sailed slowly for many days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus.
Because the wind prevented us from going any farther, we sailed under
the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8With difficultywe sailed along the coast of
Crete and came to a place called Fair Havens that was near the town of
Lasea.

Caught in a Violent Storm
9 Since considerable time had passed and the voyage was now dan-

gerous because the fast was already over, Paul advised them, 10 “Men,
I can see the voyage is going to end in disaster and great loss not only
of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But the centurion
was more convinced by the captain and the ship’s owner than by what
Paul said. 12 Because the harbor was not suitable to spend the winter
in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there. They hoped that
somehow they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete facing southwest
and northwest, and spend the winter there. 13 When a gentle south
wind sprangup, they thought they could carry out their purpose, so they
weighedanchorandsailedclosealong thecoastofCrete. 14Not longafter
this, a hurricane-force wind called the northeaster blew down from the
island. 15When the ship was caught in it and could not head into the
wind, we gave way to it and were driven along. 16As we ran under the
lee of a small island called Cauda, wewere able with difficulty to get the
ship’s boat under control. 17After the crew had hoisted it aboard, they
used supports toundergird the ship. Fearing theywould runagroundon
theSyrtis, they lowered the seaanchor, thus letting themselvesbedriven
along. 18The next day, becausewewere violently battered by the storm,
they began throwing the cargo overboard, 19 and on the third day they
threw the ship’s gear overboard with their own hands. 20When neither
sun nor stars appeared for many days and a violent storm continued to
batter us, we finally abandoned all hope of being saved.

21Sincemany of them had no desire to eat, Paul stood up among them
and said, “Men, you should have listened to me and not put out to sea
from Crete, thus avoiding this damage and loss. 22And now I advise you
to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but
only the ship will be lost. 23For last night an angel of the God to whom I
belong andwhom I serve came tome 24and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul!
You must stand before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the
safetyof allwhoare sailingwithyou.’ 25Thereforekeepupyourcourage,
men, for I have faith in God that it will be just as I have been told. 26But
wemust run aground on some island.”

27When the fourteenth night had come, while we were being driven
across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected they were
approaching some land. 28 They took soundings and found the water
was twenty fathoms deep; when they had sailed a little farther they
took soundings again and found it was fifteen fathoms deep. 29Because
they were afraid that we would run aground on the rocky coast, they
threw out four anchors from the stern and wished for day to appear.
30Thenwhen the sailors tried to escape from the ship andwere lowering
the ship’s boat into the sea, pretending that they were going to put out
anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers,
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“Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32Then the
soldiers cut the ropes of the ship’s boat and let it drift away.

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food,
saying, “Today is the fourteenthdayyouhavebeen in suspense andhave
gone without food; you have eaten nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to
take some food, for this is important for your survival. Fornot oneof you
will lose a hair from his head.” 35After he said this, Paul took bread and
gave thanks toGod in front of themall, broke it, andbegan to eat. 36Soall
of them were encouraged and took food themselves. 37 (We were in all
two hundred seventy-six persons on the ship.) 38When they had eaten
enough to be satisfied, they lightened the ship by throwing the wheat
into the sea.

Paul is Shipwrecked
39When day came, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed

a bay with a beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they
could. 40So they slipped the anchors and left them in the sea, at the same
time loosening the linkage that bound the steering oars together. Then
theyhoisted the foresail to thewindand steered toward thebeach. 41But
they encountered apatch of crosscurrents and ran the ship aground; the
bow stuck fast and could not be moved, but the stern was being broken
up by the force of the waves. 42 Now the soldiers’ plan was to kill the
prisoners so that none of themwould escape by swimming away. 43But
the centurion,wanting to save Paul’s life, prevented them fromcarrying
out theirplan. Heordered thosewhocould swimto jumpoverboardfirst
and get to land, 44and the rest were to follow, some on planks and some
on pieces of the ship. And in this way all were brought safely to land.

28
1 After we had safely reached shore, we learned that the island was

calledMalta. 2The local inhabitants showed us extraordinary kindness,
for they built a fire and welcomed us all because it had started to rain
andwas cold. 3WhenPaul hadgatheredabundle of brushwoodandwas
putting it on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened
itself onhishand. 4Whenthe localpeople sawthecreaturehanging from
Paul’s hand, they said to one another, “No doubt thisman is amurderer!
Although he has escaped from the sea, Justice herself has not allowed
him to live!” 5 However, Paul shook the creature off into the fire and
suffered no harm. 6But they were expecting that he was going to swell
up or suddenly drop dead. So after they hadwaited a long time and had
seennothing unusual happen to him, they changed theirminds and said
he was a god.

7Nowin the regionaround thatplacewerefieldsbelonging to the chief
official of the island, named Publius, whowelcomed us and entertained
us hospitably as guests for three days. 8 The father of Publius lay sick
in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and
after praying, placed his hands on him and healed him. 9After this had
happened,manyof thepeopleon the islandwhowere sickalso cameand
were healed. 10 They also bestowed many honors, and when we were
preparing to sail, they gave us all the supplies we needed.

Paul Finally Reaches Rome
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11After threemonthsweput out to sea in anAlexandrian ship that had
wintered at the island and had the “Heavenly Twins” as its figurehead.
12We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days. 13 From there we
cast off and arrived at Rhegium, and after one day a south wind sprang
up and on the second day we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found some
brothers andwere invited to staywith them seven days. And in thisway
we came to Rome. 15 The brothers from there, when they heard about
us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us.
When he saw them, Paul thanked God and took courage. 16When we
entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the soldier who
was guarding him.

Paul Addresses the Jewish Community in Rome
17 After three days Paul called the local Jewish leaders together.

When they had assembled, he said to them, “Brothers, although I had
done nothing against our people or the customs of our ancestors, from
Jerusalem I was handed over as a prisoner to the Romans. 18When they
had heard my case, they wanted to release me, because there was no
basis for a death sentence against me. 19 But when the Jews objected,
I was forced to appeal to Caesar – not that I had some charge to bring
against my own people. 20 So for this reason I have asked to see you and
speak with you, for I am bound with this chain because of the hope of
Israel.” 21 They replied, “We have received no letters from Judea about
you, nor have any of the brothers come from there and reported or said
anything bad about you. 22 But we would like to hear from you what
you think, for regarding this sectweknowthatpeople everywhere speak
against it.”

23 They set a day to meet with him, and they came to him where he
was staying in even greater numbers. From morning until evening
he explained things to them, testifying about the kingdom of God and
trying to convince them about Jesus from both the law of Moses and the
prophets. 24 Some were convinced by what he said, but others refused
to believe. 25 So they began to leave, unable to agree among themselves,
afterPaulmadeone last statement: “TheHolySpirit spokerightly toyour
ancestors through the prophet Isaiah 26when he said,
‘Go to this people and say,
“ Youwill keep on hearing, but will never understand,
and youwill keep on looking, but will never perceive.
27 For the heart of this people has become dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes,
so that they would not see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understandwith their heart
and turn, and I would heal them.” ’

28 “Therefore be advised that this salvation from God has been sent to
the Gentiles; they will listen!” 29 *

30 Paul lived there two whole years in his own rented quarters and
welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God

* 28:29 [[EMPTY]]



Acts 28:31 188 Acts 28:31

and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with complete boldness and
without restriction.
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Romans
Salutation

1 From Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God. 2 This gospel he promised beforehand through
his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 concerning his Son who was a
descendant of David with reference to the flesh, 4who was appointed
the Son-of-God-in-power according to theHoly Spirit by the resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we have received
grace and our apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among
all the Gentiles on behalf of his name. 6You also are among them, called
to belong to Jesus Christ. 7To all those loved by God in Rome, called to be
saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ!

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
8First of all, I thankmyGod through Jesus Christ for all of you, because

your faith is proclaimed throughout the whole world. 9 For God, whom
I serve in my spirit by preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness
that I continually remember you 10 and I always ask in my prayers, if
perhaps nowat last Imay succeed in visiting you according to thewill of
God. 11 For I long to see you, so that I may impart to you some spiritual
gift to strengthen you, 12 that is, that we may be mutually comforted by
one another’s faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to be
unaware, brothers and sisters, that I often intended to come to you (and
waspreventeduntil now), so that Imayhave some fruit evenamongyou,
just as I alreadyhave among the rest of theGentiles. 14 I amadebtor both
to the Greeks and to the barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.
15Thus I am eager also to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome.

The Power of the Gospel
16For I amnot ashamedof the gospel, for it isGod’s power for salvation

to everyonewhobelieves, to the Jewfirst andalso to theGreek. 17For the
righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel from faith to faith, just as
it is written, “ The righteous by faith will live.”

The Condemnation of the Unrighteous
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungod-

liness and unrighteousness of people who suppress the truth by their
unrighteousness, 19 because what can be known about God is plain to
them, because God hasmade it plain to them. 20For since the creation of
the world his invisible attributes – his eternal power and divine nature
– have been clearly seen, because they are understood through what
has been made. So people are without excuse. 21 For although they
knew God, they did not glorify him as God or give him thanks, but
they became futile in their thoughts and their senseless hearts were
darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools
23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for an image resembling
mortal human beings or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles.
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24Therefore God gave themover in the desires of their hearts to impu-
rity, to dishonor their bodies among themselves. 25They exchanged the
truth of God for a lie andworshiped and served the creation rather than
the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them over to dishonorable passions. For
theirwomenexchanged thenatural sexual relations for unnatural ones,
27 and likewise the men also abandoned natural relations with women
and were inflamed in their passions for one another. Men committed
shameless actswithmen and received in themselves the due penalty for
their error.

28And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them
over toadepravedmind, todowhat shouldnotbedone. 29Theyarefilled
with every kind of unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, malice.
They are rifewith envy,murder, strife, deceit, hostility. They are gossips,
30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, contrivers of
all sorts of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 senseless, covenant-breakers,
heartless, ruthless. 32Although they fully know God’s righteous decree
that thosewhopractice such things deserve to die, they not only do them
but also approve of those who practice them.

2
1 Therefore you are without excuse, whoever you are, when you

judge someone else. For on whatever grounds you judge another, you
condemn yourself, because you who judge practice the same things.
2Nowwe know that God’s judgment is in accordance with truth against
those who practice such things. 3 And do you think, whoever you are,
whenyou judge thosewhopractice such thingsandyetdo themyourself,
that you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you have contempt for
the wealth of his kindness, forbearance, and patience, and yet do not
know thatGod’s kindness leads you to repentance? 5But because of your
stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath
for yourselves in the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment is
revealed! 6 He will reward each one according to his works: 7 eternal
life to those who by perseverance in good works seek glory and honor
and immortality, 8 but wrath and anger to those who live in selfish
ambition and do not obey the truth but follow unrighteousness. 9There
will be affliction and distress on everyone who does evil, on the Jew
first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone
who does good, for the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For there is no
partiality with God. 12 For all who have sinned apart from the law will
also perish apart from the law, and all who have sinned under the law
will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who
are righteous before God, but those who do the law will be declared
righteous. 14 For whenever the Gentiles, who do not have the law, do
by nature the things required by the law, these who do not have the law
are a law to themselves. 15They show that thework of the law is written
in their hearts, as their conscience bears witness and their conflicting
thoughts accuse or else defend them, 16 on the day when God will judge
the secretsofhumanhearts, according tomygospel throughChrist Jesus.

The Condemnation of the Jew



Romans 2:17 191 Romans 3:13

17But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast of your
relationship toGod 18and knowhiswill and approve the superior things
becauseyoureceive instruction fromthe law, 19and if youare convinced
that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in
darkness, 20 an educator of the senseless, a teacher of little children,
because you have in the law the essential features of knowledge and of
the truth – 21 therefore you who teach someone else, do you not teach
yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22You who tell
others not to commit adultery, do you commit adultery? Youwho abhor
idols, do you rob temples? 23You who boast in the law dishonor God by
transgressing the law! 24For just as it iswritten, “ thenameofGod is being
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”

25 For circumcision has its value if you practice the law, but if
you break the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.
26Therefore if theuncircumcisedmanobeys the righteous requirements
of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?
27 And will not the physically uncircumcised man who keeps the law
judge you who, despite the written code and circumcision, transgress
the law? 28 For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is
circumcision something that is outward in the flesh, 29 but someone is
a Jewwho is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart by the Spirit
and not by the written code. This person’s praise is not from people but
from God.

3
1 Therefore what advantage does the Jew have, or what is the value

of circumcision? 2 Actually, there are many advantages. First of all,
the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What then? If
some did not believe, does their unbelief nullify the faithfulness of God?
4Absolutely not! Let God be proven true, and every humanbeing shown
up as a liar, just as it is written: “ so that you will be justified in your
words andwill prevail when you are judged.”

5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God,
what shall we say? The Godwho inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is he?
(I am speaking in human terms.) 6 Absolutely not! For otherwise how
could God judge the world? 7 For if by my lie the truth of God enhances
his glory, why am I still actually being judged as a sinner? 8Andwhy not
say, “Let us do evil so that good may come of it”? – as some who slander
us allege that we say. (Their condemnation is deserved!)

The Condemnation of theWorld
9What then? Are we better off? Certainly not, for we have already

charged that Jews and Greeks alike are all under sin, 10 just as it is
written:
“ There is no one righteous, not even one,
11 there is no onewho understands,
there is no onewho seeksGod.
12 All have turned away,
together they have becomeworthless;
there is no onewho shows kindness, not even one.”
13 “ Their throats are open graves,
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they deceivewith their tongues,
the poison of asps is under their lips.”
14 “ Theirmouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
15 “ Their feet are swift to shed blood,
16 ruin andmisery are in their paths,
17 and theway of peace they have not known.”
18 “ There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are
under the law, so that everymouthmaybe silenced and thewholeworld
may be held accountable to God. 20 For no one is declared righteous
before him by the works of the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin. 21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of
God (which is attested by the law and the prophets) has been disclosed
– 22 namely, the righteousness of God through the faithfulness of Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 24But they are justified freely
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 25 God
publicly displayed him at his death as themercy seat accessible through
faith. This was to demonstrate his righteousness, because God in his
forbearance had passed over the sins previously committed. 26This was
also to demonstrate his righteousness in the present time, so that he
would be just and the justifier of the one who lives because of Jesus’
faithfulness.

27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded! By what principle? Of
works? No, but by the principle of faith! 28Forwe consider that a person
is declared righteous by faith apart from the works of the law. 29Or is
God the God of the Jews only? Is he not the God of the Gentiles too? Yes,
of the Gentiles too! 30Since God is one, he will justify the circumcised by
faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31Dowe then nullify the law
through faith? Absolutely not! Instead we uphold the law.

4
1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our ancestor according to

the flesh, has discovered regarding this matter? 2 For if Abraham was
declared righteous by the works of the law, he has something to boast
about –but not beforeGod. 3Forwhat does the scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness*.” 4Now to the
onewhoworks, his pay is not credited due to grace but due to obligation.
5But to the onewho does not work, but believes in the onewho declares
the ungodly righteous, his faith is credited as righteousness.

6 So even David himself speaks regarding the blessedness of the man
to whomGod credits righteousness apart fromworks:
7 “
Blessed|strong="G3107"
are those whose|strong="G3739" lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered;
8 blessed is the one against whom the Lordwill never count sin*.”

9 Is this blessedness then for the circumcisionor also for theuncircum-
cision? Forwe say, “ faith wascredited toAbraham asrighteousness.”
10How then was it credited to him? Was he circumcised at the time, or
not? No, he was not circumcised but uncircumcised! 11And he received
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the signof circumcisionasa seal of the righteousness thathehadby faith
while he was still uncircumcised, so that he would become the father
of all those who believe but have never been circumcised, that they too
could have righteousness credited to them. 12Andhe is also the father of
the circumcised, who are not only circumcised, butwho alsowalk in the
footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham possessed when he was
still uncircumcised.

13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would
inherit the world was not fulfilled through the law, but through the
righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if they become heirs by the law,
faith is empty and the promise is nullified. 15 For the law brings wrath,
because where there is no law there is no transgression either. 16 For
this reason it is by faith so that itmay be by grace, with the result that the
promisemaybe certain to all thedescendants –not only to thosewhoare
under the law, but also to those who have the faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all 17 (as it is written, “ I havemade you the father ofmany
nations”). He is our father in the presence of God whom he believed –
the God who makes the dead alive and summons the things that do not
yet exist as though they alreadydo. 18Against hopeAbrahambelieved in
hopewith the result that hebecame the fatherofmanynationsaccording
to the pronouncement, “ so will your descendants be.” 19Without being
weak in faith, he consideredhisownbodyasdead (becausehewasabout
one hundred years old) and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did
not waver in unbelief about the promise of God but was strengthened
in faith, giving glory to God. 21He was fully convinced that what God
promised hewas also able to do. 22So indeed itwas credited to Abraham
as righteousness.

23 But the statement it was credited to him was not written only for
Abraham’s sake, 24 but also for our sake, to whom it will be credited,
those who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.
25He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for
the sake of our justification.

5
1 Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we
have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory. 3 Not only this, but we
also rejoice in sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
4 and endurance, character, and character, hope. 5 And hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 (For rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for
a good person perhaps someone might possibly dare to die.) 8 But God
demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, because we have now been
declared righteous by his blood, we will be saved through him from
God’s wrath. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, howmuch more, since we have been
reconciled, will we be saved by his life? 11 Not only this, but we also
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rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
now received this reconciliation.

The Amplification of Justification
12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death

through sin, and so death spread to all people because all sinned – 13 for
before the lawwasgiven, sinwas in theworld, but there isnoaccounting
for sinwhen there is no law. 14Yet death reigned fromAdamuntilMoses
even over those who did not sin in the same way that Adam (who is a
type of the coming one) transgressed. 15But the gracious gift is not like
the transgression. For if the many died through the transgression of the
oneman, howmuchmoredid thegraceofGodand thegift by thegraceof
the oneman Jesus Christ multiply to the many! 16And the gift is not like
theonewho sinned. For judgment, resulting from theone transgression,
led to condemnation, but the gracious gift from themany failures led to
justification. 17For if, by the transgression of the oneman, death reigned
through the one, howmuchmorewill thosewho receive the abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one,
Jesus Christ!

18Consequently, just as condemnation forall people came throughone
transgression, so too through the one righteous act came righteousness
leading to life for all people. 19For just as through thedisobedienceof the
onemanmanyweremade sinners, so also through the obedience of one
man many will be made righteous. 20Now the law came in so that the
transgression may increase, but where sin increased, grace multiplied
all themore, 21so that just as sin reigned in death, so also gracewill reign
through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6
1What shall we say then? Are we to remain in sin so that grace may

increase? 2 Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it?
3 Or do you not know that as many as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? 4Thereforewehavebeenburiedwithhim
through baptism into death, in order that just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we toomay live a new life.

5 For if we have become united with him in the likeness of his death,
we will certainly also be united in the likeness of his resurrection. 6We
know that our old man was crucified with him so that the body of sin
would no longer dominate us, so thatwewould no longer be enslaved to
sin. 7 (For someone who has died has been freed from sin.)

8Now ifwediedwith Christ, we believe thatwewill also livewith him.
9We know that since Christ has been raised from the dead, he is never
going todieagain; deathno longerhasmasteryoverhim. 10For thedeath
he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11 So you too consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ
Jesus.

12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey
its desires, 13 and do not present your members to sin as instruments to
beused for unrighteousness, but present yourselves toGodas thosewho
are alive from the dead and your members to God as instruments to be
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used for righteousness. 14For sinwill havenomasteryover you, because
you are not under law but under grace.

The Believer’s Enslavement to God’s Righteousness
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under

grace? Absolutely not! 16Do younot know that if you present yourselves
as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey, either of sin
resulting in death, or obedience resulting in righteousness? 17 But
thanksbe toGod that thoughyouwere slaves to sin, youobeyed from the
heart that pattern of teaching youwere entrusted to, 18and having been
freed from sin, you became enslaved to righteousness. 19 (I am speaking
in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh.)
For just asyouoncepresentedyourmembersas slaves to impurityand

lawlessness leading tomore lawlessness, so nowpresent yourmembers
as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 20Forwhenyouwere
slaves of sin, you were free with regard to righteousness.

21Sowhatbenefitdidyou thenreap fromthose things thatyouarenow
ashamed of? For the end of those things is death. 22But now, freed from
sin and enslaved to God, you have your benefit leading to sanctification,
and the end is eternal life. 23For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

7
1Or do you not know, brothers and sisters (for I am speaking to those

who know the law), that the law is lord over a person as long as he lives?
2Foramarriedwoman isboundby lawtoherhusbandas longashe lives,
but if her husbanddies, she is released from the lawof themarriage. 3So
then, if she is joined to anothermanwhile her husband is alive, she will
be called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is free from that
law, and if she is joined to another man, she is not an adulteress. 4 So,
my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of
Christ, so that you could be joined to another, to the one whowas raised
from the dead, to bear fruit to God. 5For when we were in the flesh, the
sinful desires, aroused by the law, were active in the members of our
body to bear fruit for death. 6But now we have been released from the
law, because we have died to what controlled us, so that we may serve
in the new life of the Spirit and not under the old written code.

7What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Absolutely not! Certainly,
I would not have known sin except through the law. For indeed I
would not have known what it means to desire something belonging to
someone else if the law had not said, “ Do not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing
the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds
of wrong desires. For apart from the law, sin is dead. 9And I was once
alive apart from the law, but with the coming of the commandment
sin became alive 10 and I died. So I found that the very commandment
that was intended to bring life brought death! 11 For sin, seizing the
opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it I
died. 12So then, the law isholy, and the commandment is holy, righteous,
and good.

13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? Absolutely
not! But sin, so that it would be shown to be sin, produced death in
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me through what is good, so that through the commandment sin would
become utterly sinful. 14For we know that the law is spiritual – but I am
unspiritual, sold into slavery to sin. 15For I don’t understand what I am
doing. For I do not dowhat Iwant – instead, I dowhat I hate. 16But if I do
what I don’t want, I agree that the law is good. 17But now it is no longer
me doing it, but sin that lives inme. 18For I know that nothing good lives
in me, that is, in my flesh. For I want to do the good, but I cannot do it.
19 For I do not do the good I want, but I do the very evil I do not want!
20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer me doing it but sin that
lives in me.

21So, I find the law thatwhen Iwant todogood, evil is presentwithme.
22For I delight in the lawof God inmy inner being. 23But I see a different
law inmymemberswagingwar against the law ofmymind andmaking
me captive to the law of sin that is in my members. 24Wretched man
that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, Imyself serve the lawofGod
withmymind, but withmy flesh I serve the law of sin.

8
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus. 2For the lawof the life-giving Spirit in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the lawof sin anddeath. 3ForGod achievedwhat the law could not
do because it was weakened through the flesh. By sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh and concerning sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, 4 so that the righteous requirement of the lawmay be fulfilled
in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

5 For those who live according to the flesh have their outlook shaped
by the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit have
their outlook shaped by the things of the Spirit. 6 For the outlook of the
flesh is death, but the outlook of the Spirit is life and peace, 7because the
outlook of the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to the law of
God, nor is it able todo so. 8Thosewhoare in theflesh cannotpleaseGod.
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit
of God lives in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, this
person does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body is
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is your life because of righteousness.
11Moreover if theSpirit of theonewhoraised Jesus fromthedead lives in
you, the onewho raised Christ from the deadwill alsomake yourmortal
bodies alive through his Spirit who lives in you.

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are under obligation, not to the
flesh, to live according to the flesh 13 (for if you live according to the
flesh, you will die), but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body youwill live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons
of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery leading again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba,
Father.” 16The Spirit himself bearswitness to our spirit thatweareGod’s
children. 17 And if children, then heirs (namely, heirs of God and also
fellow heirs with Christ) – if indeed we suffer with him so we may also
be glorified with him.

18For I consider that our present sufferings cannot even be compared
to the glory that will be revealed to us. 19 For the creation eagerly
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waits for the revelation of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was
subjected to futility – not willingly but because of God who subjected it
– in hope 21 that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage
of decay into the glorious freedom of God’s children. 22 For we know
that the whole creation groans and suffers together until now. 23 Not
only this, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly aswe eagerly await our adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 24For in hope wewere saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope,
because who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do
not see, we eagerly wait for it with endurance.

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do
not know how we should pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
with inexpressible groanings. 27And hewho searches our hearts knows
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes on behalf of the
saints according to God’s will. 28 And we know that all things work
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to
his purpose, 29because those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that his Sonwould be thefirstborn
among many brothers and sisters. 30And those he predestined, he also
called; and those he called, he also justified; and those he justified, he
also glorified.

31What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us? 32 Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave
him up for us all – howwill he not also, alongwith him, freely give us all
things? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. 34Who is the onewhowill condemn? Christ is the onewhodied
(andmore than that, hewas raised), who is at the right hand of God, and
who also is interceding for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will trouble, ordistress, orpersecution, or famine, ornakedness,
or danger, or sword? 36As it iswritten, “Foryour sakeweencounterdeath
all day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all
these thingswe have complete victory through himwho loved us! 38For
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor heavenly
rulers, nor things that arepresent, nor things to come, norpowers, 39nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I am telling the truth in Christ (I am not lying!), for my conscience

assures me in the Holy Spirit – 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed –
cut off from Christ – for the sake of my people, my fellow countrymen,
4who are Israelites. To them belong the adoption as sons, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the temple worship, and the promises.
5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from them, by human descent,
came the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever! Amen.

6 It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all those
who are descended from Israel are truly Israel, 7nor are all the children
Abraham’s true descendants; rather “ through Isaac will your descen-
dants be counted.” 8 This means it is not the children of the flesh who
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are the children of God; rather, the children of promise are counted as
descendants. 9 For this is what the promise declared: “ About a year
from now I will return and Sarah will have a son.” 10 Not only that, but
when Rebekah had conceived children by oneman, our ancestor Isaac –
11even before theywere born or had done anything good or bad (so that
God’s purpose in election would stand, not by works but by his calling)
– 12 it was said to her, “ The older will serve the younger,” 13 just as it is
written: “ Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”

14What shall we say then? Is there injusticewith God? Absolutely not!
15 For he says to Moses: “ I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and
I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then, it does
not depend on human desire or exertion, but on Godwho showsmercy.
17For the scripture says to Pharaoh: “ For this very purpose I have raised
you up, that I may demonstrate my power in you, and that my name may
be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then, God has mercy on whom he
chooses to havemercy, and he hardens whom he chooses to harden.

19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who has
ever resistedhiswill?” 20Butwho indeedareyou –amerehumanbeing –
to talkback toGod? Doeswhat ismoldedsay to themolder, “Whyhaveyou
mademe like this?” 21Has thepotternoright tomake fromthe same lump
of clay one vessel for special use and another for ordinary use? 22 But
what if God, willing to demonstrate his wrath and to make known his
power, has endured with much patience the objects of wrath prepared
for destruction? 23And what if he is willing to make known the wealth
of his glory on the objects ofmercy that he has prepared beforehand for
glory – 24 even us, whom he has called, not only from the Jews but also
from the Gentiles? 25As he also says in Hosea:
“ I will call those who were not my people, ‘My people,’ and I will call her

whowas unloved, ‘My beloved.*’ ”
26“And in theveryplacewhere itwassaid to them, ‘Youarenotmypeople,*’
there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ ”

27 And Isaiah cries out on behalf of Israel, “Though the number of
the children of Israel are as the sand of the sea, only the remnant will be
saved, 28 for theLordwill execute his sentence on the earth completely and
quickly.” 29 Just as Isaiah predicted,
“ If the Lord of armies had not left us descendants,*
wewould have become like Sodom,
andwewould have resembled Gomorrah.”

Israel’s Rejection Culpable
30 What shall we say then? – that the Gentiles who did not pursue

righteousness obtained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith, 31 but
Israel even though pursuing a law of righteousness did not attain it.
32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but (as if it were
possible) by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 just as
it is written,
“ Look, I am laying in Zion a stone that will cause people to stumble
and a rock that will make them fall,
yet the onewho believes in himwill not be put to shame.”
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10
1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God on behalf

of my fellow Israelites is for their salvation. 2 For I can testify that
they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not in line with the truth.
3 For ignoring the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking
instead toestablish theirownrighteousness, theydidnot submit toGod’s
righteousness. 4For Christ is the end of the law,with the result that there
is righteousness for everyone who believes.

5ForMoseswrites about the righteousness that is by the law: “Theone
who does these thingswill live by them.” 6But the righteousness that is by
faith says: “Donotsay inyourheart, ‘Whowillascend intoheaven?’ ” (that
is, to bring Christ down) 7 or “Whowill descend into the abyss?” (that is,
to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “ The word is
near you, in yourmouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that
we preach), 9because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, youwill be
saved. 10Forwith the heart one believes and thus has righteousness and
with themouthone confesses and thushas salvation. 11For the scripture
says, “Everyonewho believes in himwill not be put to shame.” 12For there
is no distinction between the Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord is
Lord of all, who richly blesses all who call on him. 13 For everyone who
calls on the name of the Lordwill be saved.

14How are they to call on one they have not believed in? And how are
they to believe in one they have not heard of? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching to them ? 15 And how are they to preach
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How timely is the arrival of those
who proclaim the good news*.” 16But not all have obeyed the good news,
for Isaiah says, “ Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 Consequently
faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the
preached word of Christ.

18But I ask, have they not heard? Yes, they have: Their voice has gone
out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world. 19But again I
ask, didn’t Israel understand? First Moses says, “ I will make you jealous
by those who are not a nation; with a senseless nation I will provoke you
to anger.” 20And Isaiah is even bold enough to say, “ I was found by those
who did not seek me; I became well known to those who did not ask for
me.” 21But about Israel he says, “ All day long I held out my hands to this
disobedient and stubborn people!”

11
1 So I ask, God has not rejected his people, has he? Absolutely not!

For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of
Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew! Do
you not know what the scripture says about Elijah, how he pleads with
God against Israel? 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have
demolished your altars; I alone am left and they are seekingmy life!” 4But
what was the divine response to him? “ I have kept for myself seven
thousand people who have not bent the knee to Baal*.”

5 So in the same way at the present time there is a remnant chosen by
grace. 6 And if it is by grace, it is no longer by works, otherwise grace
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would no longer be grace. 7What then? Israel failed to obtain what it
was diligently seeking, but the elect obtained it. The restwerehardened,
8as it is written,
“God gave them a spirit of stupor,
eyes that would not see and ears that would not hear,
to this very day.”

9And David says,
“Let their table become a snare and trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them;
10 let their eyes be darkened so that theymay not see,
andmake their backs bend continually.”

11 I ask then, they did not stumble into an irrevocable fall, did they?
Absolutely not! But by their transgression salvation has come to the
Gentiles, to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their transgression means
riches for the world and their defeat means riches for the Gentiles, how
muchmore will their full restoration bring?

13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Seeing that I am an apostle to
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if somehow I could provoke my
people to jealousy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from
the dead? 16 If the first portion of the dough offered is holy, then the
whole batch is holy, and if the root is holy, so too are the branches.

17Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive
shoot, were grafted in among them and participated in the richness
of the olive root, 18 do not boast over the branches. But if you boast,
remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you.
19 Then you will say, “The branches were broken off so that I could be
grafted in.” 20Granted! They were broken off because of their unbelief,
but you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but fear! 21 For if God did
not spare the natural branches, perhaps he will not spare you. 22Notice
therefore the kindness and harshness of God – harshness toward those
who have fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you continue
in his kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 23And even they – if
they do not continue in their unbelief –will be grafted in, for God is able
to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature
a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive
tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafted back into
their own olive tree?

25 For I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers
and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: A partial hardening has
happened to Israel until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.
26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:
“The Deliverer will come out of Zion;
he will remove ungodliness from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them,
when I take away their sins.”

28 In regard to the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but in
regard to election they are dearly loved for the sake of the fathers.
29 For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were
formerly disobedient to God, but have now received mercy due to their



Romans 11:31 201 Romans 12:21

disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that, by
themercy shown to you, they toomaynow receivemercy. 32ForGodhas
consigned all people to disobedience so that hemay showmercy to them
all.

33Oh, the depth of the riches andwisdomand knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how fathomless his ways!
34 Forwho has known themind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?
35 Orwho has first given to God,
that God needs to repay him?

36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be
glory forever! Amen.

12
1 Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,

to present your bodies as a sacrifice – alive, holy, and pleasing to God –
which is your reasonable service. 2Do not be conformed to this present
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you
may test and approve what is the will of God – what is good and well-
pleasing and perfect.

Conduct in Humility
3 For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you not to think

more highly of yourself than you ought to think, but to think with
sober discernment, as God has distributed to each of you a measure of
faith. 4 For just as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members serve the same function, 5 so we who are many are one body
in Christ, and individually we are members who belong to one another.
6Andwehave different gifts according to the grace given to us. If the gift
is prophecy, that individualmust use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is
service, hemust serve; if it is teaching, hemust teach; 8 if it is exhortation,
he must exhort; if it is contributing, he must do so with sincerity; if it is
leadership, he must do so with diligence; if it is showingmercy, he must
do so with cheerfulness.

Conduct in Love
9Love must be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling to what is

good. 10Be devoted to one anotherwithmutual love, showing eagerness
in honoring one another. 11Do not lag in zeal, be enthusiastic in spirit,
serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer.
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints, pursue hospitality. 14 Bless
those who persecute you, bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly. Do not be
conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil; consider what is good
beforeall people. 18 If possible, so faras it dependsonyou, livepeaceably
with all people. 19Do not avenge yourselves, dear friends, but give place
to God’swrath, for it iswritten, “Vengeance ismine, Iwill repay,” says the
Lord. 20Rather, if your enemy is hungry, feedhim; if he is thirsty, givehima
drink; for in doing this youwill be heaping burning coals on his head. 21Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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13
1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is

no authority except by God’s appointment, and the authorities that exist
have been instituted by God. 2 So the person who resists such authority
resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will incur judgment
3 (for rulers cause no fear for good conduct but for bad). Do you desire
not to fear authority? Do good and you will receive its commendation,
4 for it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be in fear,
for it does not bear the sword in vain. It is God’s servant to administer
retribution on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore it is necessary to be in
subjection, not only because of the wrath of the authorities but also
because of your conscience. 6 For this reason you also pay taxes, for
the authorities are God’s servants devoted to governing. 7Pay everyone
what is owed: taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue
is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

Exhortation to Love Neighbors
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who

loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “ Do
not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not covet,” (and if
there is any other commandment) are summed up in this, “ Love your
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Therefore
love is the fulfillment of the law.

Motivation to Godly Conduct
11 And do this because we know the time, that it is already the hour

for us to awake from sleep, for our salvation is now nearer than when
we became believers. 12 The night has advanced toward dawn; the day
is near. So then we must lay aside the works of darkness, and put on
the weapons of light. 13 Let us live decently as in the daytime, not in
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality,
not in discord and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh to arouse its desires.

14
1 Now receive the one who is weak in the faith, and do not have

disputes over differing opinions. 2 One person believes in eating ev-
erything, but the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 The one who
eats everything must not despise the one who does not, and the one
who abstains must not judge the one who eats everything, for God has
accepted him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on another’s servant?
Before his ownmaster he stands or falls. And hewill stand, for the Lord
is able to make him stand.

5 One person regards one day holier than other days, and another
regards them all alike. Each must be fully convinced in his own mind.
6 The one who observes the day does it for the Lord. The one who
eats, eats for the Lord because he gives thanks to God, and the one who
abstains from eating abstains for the Lord, and he gives thanks to God.
7Fornoneofus lives forhimself andnonedies forhimself. 8 Ifwe live,we
live for the Lord; if we die, we die for the Lord. Therefore, whether we
live or die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For this reason Christ died and returned
to life, so that hemay be the Lord of both the dead and the living.
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10But youwho eat vegetables only –why do you judge your brother or
sister? And you who eat everything –why do you despise your brother
or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For
it is written, “ As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to me, and
every tongue will give praise to God.” 12 Therefore, each of us will give
an account of himself to God.

Exhortation for the Strong not to Destroy theWeak
13 Therefore we must not pass judgment on one another, but rather

determine never to place an obstacle or a trap before a brother or sister.
14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that there is nothing
unclean in itself; still, it is unclean to the one who considers it unclean.
15For if your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you
are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy by your food someone for
whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what you consider good be
spoken of as evil. 17For the kingdom of God does not consist of food and
drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18For the one
who serves Christ in thisway is pleasing to God and approved by people.

19So then, let us pursuewhatmakes for peace and for building up one
another. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. For
although all things are clean, it is wrong to cause anyone to stumble
by what you eat. 21 It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or to do
anything that causesyourbrother to stumble. 22The faithyouhave, keep
to yourself before God. Blessed is the onewho does not judge himself by
what he approves. 23 But the man who doubts is condemned if he eats,
because he does not do so from faith, and whatever is not from faith is
sin.

15
1 But we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak,

and not just please ourselves. 2Let each of us please his neighbor for his
good to build him up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself, but just
as it is written, “ The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.”
4 For everything that was written in former times was written for our
instruction, so that through endurance and through encouragement of
the scriptures wemay have hope. 5Nowmay the God of endurance and
comfort giveyouunitywithoneanother inaccordancewithChrist Jesus,
6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Exhortation toMutual Acceptance
7 Receive one another, then, just as Christ also received you, to God’s

glory. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised
on behalf of God’s truth to confirm the promises made to the fathers,
9 and thus the Gentiles glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “
Becauseof this Iwill confess youamong theGentiles, and Iwill singpraises
to your name.” 10And again it says: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11Andagain, “Praise theLordall youGentiles, and letall thepeoplespraise
him.” 12And again Isaiah says, “ The root of Jesse will come, and the one
who rises to rule over the Gentiles, in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13Now
may the God of hope fill youwith all joy and peace as you believe in him,
so that youmay abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Paul’sMotivation forWriting the Letter
14But I myself am fully convinced about you, my brothers and sisters,

that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and
able to instruct one another. 15 But I have written more boldly to you
on some points so as to remind you, because of the grace given to me by
God 16 to be aminister of Christ Jesus to theGentiles. I serve the gospel of
God like apriest, so that theGentilesmaybecomeanacceptable offering,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 So I boast in Christ Jesus about the things that pertain to God. 18For
Iwill not dare to speak of anything exceptwhat Christ has accomplished
through me in order to bring about the obedience of the Gentiles, by
word and deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of
the Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem even as far as Illyricum I have
fully preached the gospel of Christ. 20And in this way I desire to preach
where Christ has not been named, so as not to build on another person’s
foundation, 21 but as it is written: “ Those who were not told about him
will see, and those who have not heardwill understand.”

Paul’s Intention of Visiting the Romans
22 This is the reason I was often hindered from coming to you. 23 But

now there is nothing more to keep me in these regions, and I have for
many years desired to come to you 24when I go to Spain. For I hope to
visit you when I pass through and that you will help me on my journey
there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while.

25But now I go to Jerusalem tominister to the saints. 26ForMacedonia
and Achaia are pleased to make some contribution for the poor among
the saints in Jerusalem. 27 For they were pleased to do this, and indeed
they are indebted to the Jerusalemsaints. For if theGentiles have shared
in their spiritual things, they are obligated also to minister to them in
material things. 28Therefore after I have completed this and have safely
delivered thisbounty to them, Iwill set out forSpainbywayofyou, 29and
I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of Christ’s
blessing.

30Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, through our Lord Jesus Christ
and through the love of the Spirit, to join fervently with me in prayer
to God on my behalf. 31 Pray that I may be rescued from those who
are disobedient in Judea and that my ministry in Jerusalem may be
acceptable to the saints, 32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with
joy and be refreshed in your company. 33Nowmay the God of peace be
with all of you. Amen.

16
1 Now I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the

church in Cenchrea, 2 so that youmaywelcome her in the Lord in a way
worthy of the saints and provide her with whatever help she may need
from you, for she has been a great help to many, includingme.

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who
risked their own necks for my life. Not only I, but all the churches of
the Gentiles are grateful to them. 5Also greet the church in their house.
Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in
the province of Asia. 6Greet Mary, who has worked very hard for you.
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7Greet Andronicus and Junia, my compatriots andmy fellow prisoners.
They are well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me.
8 Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our
fellow worker in Christ, and my good friend Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles,
who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the household
of Aristobulus. 11 Greet Herodion, my compatriot. Greet those in the
household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. 12 Greet Tryphena and
Tryphosa, laborers in the Lord. Greet my dear friend Persis, who has
worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his
mother who was also a mother to me. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon,
Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters with them.
15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and
all the believers who are with them. 16 Greet one another with a holy
kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

17Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, towatch out for thosewho cre-
ate dissensions and obstacles contrary to the teaching that you learned.
Avoid them! 18 For these are the kind who do not serve our Lord Christ,
but their own appetites. By their smooth talk and flattery they deceive
the minds of the naive. 19 Your obedience is known to all and thus I
rejoice over you. But I want you to bewise in what is good and innocent
in what is evil. 20The God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius, Jason, and
Sosipater, my compatriots. 22 I, Tertius, who amwriting this letter, greet
you in the Lord. 23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church,
greets you. Erastus the city treasurer andourbrotherQuartus greet you.
24 * 25
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel

and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery that had been kept secret for long ages, 26but now is disclosed,
and through the prophetic scriptures has been made known to all the
nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about
the obedience of faith – 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be
glory forever! Amen.

* 16:24 [[EMPTY]]
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1 Corinthians
Salutation

1 From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
and Sosthenes, our brother, 2 to the church of God that is in Corinth, to
those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, and called to be saints, with all
those in every place who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their
Lord and ours. 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving
4 I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God that was

given to you in Christ Jesus. 5 For you were made rich in every way in
him, in all your speech and in every kind of knowledge – 6 just as the
testimony about Christ has been confirmed among you – 7 so that you
do not lack any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, bywhom
youwere called into fellowship with his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Divisions in the Church
10 I urgeyou, brothers andsisters, by thenameofourLord JesusChrist,

to agree together, to end your divisions, and to be united by the same
mind and purpose. 11 For members of Chloe’s household have made it
clear tome, my brothers and sisters, that there are quarrels among you.
12Now I mean this, that each of you is saying, “I amwith Paul,” or “I am
with Apollos,” or “I am with Cephas,” or “I am with Christ.” 13 Is Christ
divided? Paul wasn’t crucified for you, was he? Or were you in fact
baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any
of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were
baptized in my name! 16 (I also baptized the household of Stephanus.
Otherwise, I do not remember whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For
Christ did not sendme to baptize, but to preach the gospel – andnotwith
clever speech, so that the cross of Christ would not become useless.

TheMessage of the Cross
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For
it is written, “ I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I will thwart the
cleverness of the intelligent.” 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the
expert in the Mosaic law? Where is the debater of this age? Has God
notmade the wisdom of the world foolish? 21For since in the wisdom of
God theworld by its wisdom did not knowGod, Godwas pleased to save
those who believe by the foolishness of preaching. 22 For Jews demand
miraculous signs and Greeks ask for wisdom, 23 but we preach about a
crucified Christ, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.
24But to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power
of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser
than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human
strength.
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26 Think about the circumstances of your call, brothers and sisters.
Not many were wise by human standards, not many were powerful,
not many were born to a privileged position. 27But God chose what the
world thinks foolish to shame the wise, and God chose what the world
thinks weak to shame the strong. 28God chose what is low and despised
in theworld,what is regardedasnothing, to set asidewhat is regardedas
something, 29 so that no one can boast in his presence. 30He is the reason
you have a relationship with Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so
that, as it is written, “ Let the onewho boasts, boast in the Lord.”

2
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come with

superior eloquence or wisdom as I proclaimed the testimony of God.
2 For I decided to be concerned about nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear
and with much trembling. 4My conversation and my preaching were
not with persuasive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not be based on human
wisdom but on the power of God.

Wisdom fromGod
6Nowwedospeakwisdomamong themature, butnot awisdomof this

age or of the rulers of this age, who are perishing. 7 Instead we speak
the wisdom of God, hidden in a mystery, that God determined before
the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood it. If
they had known it, theywould not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But
just as it is written, “ Things that no eye has seen, or ear heard, or mind
imagined, are the things God has prepared for thosewho love him.” 10God
has revealed these to us by the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
even thedeep thingsofGod. 11Forwhoamongmenknows the thingsof a
man except theman’s spirit within him? So too, no one knows the things
of God except the Spirit of God. 12Nowwe have not received the spirit of
theworld, but theSpiritwho is fromGod, so thatwemayknowthe things
that are freely given tousbyGod. 13Andwespeakabout these things, not
with words taught us by human wisdom, but with those taught by the
Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people. 14 The unbeliever
does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
to him. And he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually
discerned. 15The one who is spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself
is understood by no one. 16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, so
as to advise him? But we have themind of Christ.

3
1 So, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people,

but instead as people of theflesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed youmilk, not
solid food, for youwere not yet ready. In fact, you are still not ready, 3 for
you are still influenced by the flesh. For since there is still jealousy and
dissension among you, are you not influenced by the flesh and behaving
like unregenerate people? 4 For whenever someone says, “I am with
Paul,” or “I amwith Apollos,” are you not merely human?
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5What is Apollos, really? Or what is Paul? Servants through whom
you came to believe, and each of us in the ministry the Lord gave us.
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused it to grow. 7 So neither the
one who plants counts for anything, nor the one who waters, but God
who causes the growth. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters
work as one, but each will receive his reward according to his work.
9Weare coworkers belonging toGod. You areGod’s field, God’s building.
10According to the grace ofGod given tome, like a skilledmaster-builder
I laid a foundation, but someone else builds on it. And each one must
be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other
than what is being laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on
the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw,
13each builder’s workwill be plainly seen, for the Daywill make it clear,
because it will be revealed by fire. And the fire will test what kind of
work each has done. 14 If what someone has built survives, he will
receive a reward. 15 If someone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss.
He himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

16Doyounot knowthat youareGod’s templeand thatGod’s Spirit lives
in you? 17 If someone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For
God’s temple is holy, which is what you are.

18 Guard against self-deception, each of you. If someone among you
thinkshe iswise in this age, let himbecome foolish so thathe canbecome
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this age is foolishness with God. As it is
written, “ He catches the wise in their craftiness.” 20 And again, “ The
Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” 21 So then, no more
boasting aboutmeremortals! For everything belongs to you, 22whether
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or
the future. Everything belongs to you, 23 and you belong to Christ, and
Christ belongs to God.

4
1 One should think about us this way – as servants of Christ and

stewardsof themysteriesofGod. 2Nowwhat is sought in stewards is that
onebe found faithful. 3So forme, it is aminormatter that I am judgedby
you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judgemyself. 4For I am
not aware of anything against myself, but I am not acquitted because of
this. The onewho judgesme is the Lord. 5So then, do not judge anything
before the time. Wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness and reveal the motives of hearts. Then each
will receive recognition from God.

6 I have applied these things to myself and Apollos because of you,
brothers and sisters, so that through us youmay learn “not to go beyond
what is written,” so that none of you will be puffed up in favor of the
one against the other. 7For who concedes you any superiority? What do
you have that you did not receive? And if you received it, why do you
boast as though you did not? 8 Already you are satisfied! Already you
are rich! You have become kings without us! I wish you had become
kings so thatwe could reignwith you! 9For, I think, God has exhibited us
apostles last of all, as men condemned to die, because we have become
a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to people. 10We are fools
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for Christ, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong!
You are distinguished, we are dishonored! 11To the present hourwe are
hungry and thirsty, poorly clothed, brutally treated, and without a roof
over our heads. 12We do hard work, toiling with our own hands. When
we are verbally abused, we respond with a blessing, when persecuted,
we endure, 13whenpeople lie about us, we answer in a friendlymanner.
We are the world’s dirt and scum, even now.

A Father’sWarning
14 I am not writing these things to shame you, but to correct you asmy

dear children. 15 For though you may have ten thousand guardians in
Christ, you do not have many fathers, because I became your father in
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 I encourage you, then, be imitators of
me. 17 For this reason, I have sent Timothy to you, who is my dear and
faithful son in the Lord. He will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I
teach themeverywhere in every church. 18Somehavebecomearrogant,
as if I were not coming to you. 19But I will come to you soon, if the Lord
is willing, and I will find out not only the talk of these arrogant people,
but also their power. 20 For the kingdom of God is demonstrated not in
idle talk but with power. 21What do you want? Shall I come to you with
a rod of discipline or with love and a spirit of gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that sexual immorality exists among you, the

kind of immorality that is not permitted even among the Gentiles, so
that someone is cohabiting with his father’s wife. 2And you are proud!
Shouldn’t you have been deeply sorrowful instead and removed the one
who did this from among you? 3For even though I am absent physically,
I am present in spirit. And I have already judged the one who did this,
just as though Iwere present. 4Whenyou gather together in the nameof
our Lord Jesus, and I amwith you in spirit, along with the power of our
Lord Jesus, 5 turn this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

6Yourboasting isnot good. Don’t youknowthat a little yeast affects the
whole batch of dough? 7Clean out the old yeast so that youmaybe anew
batch of dough – you are, in fact, without yeast. For Christ, our Passover
lamb, has been sacrificed. 8So then, let us celebrate the festival, notwith
the old yeast, the yeast of vice and evil, butwith the breadwithout yeast,
the bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral
people. 10 In no way did I mean the immoral people of this world, or the
greedy and swindlers and idolaters, since youwould then have to go out
of theworld. 11But now I amwriting to you not to associatewith anyone
who calls himself a Christian who is sexually immoral, or greedy, or an
idolater, or verbally abusive, or a drunkard, or a swindler. Do not even
eat with such a person. 12 For what do I have to do with judging those
outside? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 But God will judge those
outside. Remove the evil person from among you.
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6
1When any of you has a legal dispute with another, does he dare go

to court before the unrighteous rather than before the saints? 2 Or do
you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to
be judged by you, are you not competent to settle trivial suits? 3Do you
not know that we will judge angels? Why not ordinary matters! 4 So if
youhave ordinary lawsuits, do you appoint as judges thosewhohave no
standing in the church? 5 I say this to your shame! Is there no one among
youwise enough to settle disputes between fellow Christians? 6 Instead,
does a Christian sue a Christian, and do this before unbelievers? 7 The
fact that you have lawsuits among yourselves demonstrates that you
have already been defeated. Why not rather be wronged? Why not
rather be cheated? 8 But you yourselves wrong and cheat, and you do
this to your brothers and sisters!

9Doyounot know that the unrighteouswill not inherit the kingdomof
God? Do not be deceived! The sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers,
passive homosexual partners, practicing homosexuals, 10 thieves, the
greedy, drunkards, the verbally abusive, and swindlers will not inherit
the kingdom of God. 11 Some of you once lived this way. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Flee Sexual Immorality
12 “All things are lawful for me” – but not everything is beneficial.

“All things are lawful for me” – but I will not be controlled by anything.
13 “Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do
awaywith both.” The body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body. 14NowGod indeed raised the Lord andhewill
raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies aremembers
of Christ? Should I take themembers of Christ andmake themmembers
of a prostitute? Never! 16Or do you not know that anyone who is united
withaprostitute is onebodywithher? For it is said, “The twowill become
one flesh.” 17 But the one united with the Lord is one spirit with him.
18Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin a person commits is outside of the
body” – but the immoral person sins against his own body. 19Or do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were
bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body.

7
1 Now with regard to the issues you wrote about: “It is good for a

man not to have sexual relations with a woman.” 2 But because of
immoralities, each man should have relations with his own wife and
eachwomanwith her ownhusband. 3Ahusband should give to hiswife
her sexual rights, and likewise a wife to her husband. 4 It is not the wife
who has the rights to her own body, but the husband. In the same way,
it is not the husband who has the rights to his own body, but the wife.
5Do not deprive each other, except by mutual agreement for a specified
time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then resume your
relationship, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of
self-control. 6 I say this as a concession, not as a command. 7 I wish that
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everyone was as I am. But each has his own gift from God, one this way,
another that.

8To the unmarried and widows I say that it is best for them to remain
as I am. 9But if they do not have self-control, let them getmarried. For it
is better to marry than to burn with sexual desire.

10 To the married I give this command – not I, but the Lord – a
wife should not divorce a husband 11 (but if she does, let her remain
unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband), and a husband should not
divorce his wife.

12 To the rest I say – I, not the Lord – if a brother has a wife who is
not a believer and she is happy to live with him, he should not divorce
her. 13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is
happy to livewithher, she shouldnot divorcehim. 14For theunbelieving
husband is sanctified because of the wife, and the unbelieving wife
because of her husband. Otherwise your children are unclean, but now
they are holy. 15 But if the unbeliever wants a divorce, let it take place.
In these circumstances the brother or sister is not bound. God has called
you in peace. 16For howdo you know,wife, whether youwill bring your
husband to salvation? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will
bring your wife to salvation?

The Circumstances of Your Calling
17 Nevertheless, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has

called each person, so must he live. I give this sort of direction in all
the churches. 18Was anyone called after he had been circumcised? He
should not try to undo his circumcision. Was anyone called who is un-
circumcised? He should not get circumcised. 19Circumcision is nothing
and uncircumcision is nothing. Instead, keeping God’s commandments
is what counts. 20 Let each one remain in that situation in life in which
hewas called. 21Were you called as a slave? Donotworry about it. But if
indeed you are able to be free, make the most of the opportunity. 22 For
the one who was called in the Lord as a slave is the Lord’s freedman. In
the same way, the one who was called as a free person is Christ’s slave.
23 You were bought with a price. Do not become slaves of men. 24 In
whatever situation someone was called, brothers and sisters, let him
remain in it with God.

Remaining Unmarried
25With regard to the question about people who have never married,

I have no command from the Lord, but I give my opinion as one shown
mercy by the Lord to be trustworthy. 26Because of the impending crisis
I think it best for you to remain as you are. 27 The one bound to a wife
should not seek divorce. The one released from a wife should not seek
marriage. 28 But if you marry, you have not sinned. And if a virgin
marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face difficult
circumstances, and I am trying to spare you such problems. 29 And I
say this, brothers and sisters: The time is short. So then those who have
wives should be as those who have none, 30 those with tears like those
not weeping, those who rejoice like those not rejoicing, those who buy
like thosewithoutpossessions, 31 thosewhouse theworldas though they
werenot using it to the full. For thepresent shapeof thisworld is passing
away.
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32 And I want you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is
concerned about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But
amarriedman is concerned about the things of theworld, how to please
his wife, 34 and he is divided. An unmarried woman or a virgin is
concernedabout the thingsof theLord, tobeholyboth inbodyandspirit.
But a married woman is concerned about the things of the world, how
to please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your benefit, not to place a
limitation on you, but so that without distraction you may give notable
and constant service to the Lord.

36 If anyone thinkshe is acting inappropriately towardhis virgin, if she
is past the bloom of youth and it seems necessary, he should do what he
wishes; hedoesnot sin. Let themmarry. 37But themanwho isfirm inhis
commitment, and is undernonecessity but has control over hiswill, and
has decided inhis ownmind to keephis ownvirgin, doeswell. 38So then,
the onewhomarries his own virgin doeswell, but the onewho does not,
does better.

39Awife is bound as long as her husband is living. But if her husband
dies, she is free tomarry anyone shewishes (only someone in the Lord).
40But in my opinion, she will be happier if she remains as she is – and I
think that I too have the Spirit of God!

8
1 With regard to food sacrificed to idols, we know that “we all have

knowledge.” Knowledgepuffsup, but lovebuilds up. 2 If someone thinks
he knows something, he does not yet know to the degree that he needs
to know. 3But if someone loves God, he is known by God.

4With regard then to eating food sacrificed to idols, we know that “an
idol in thisworld is nothing,” and that “there is noGodbut one.” 5 If after
all there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are
manygods andmany lords), 6yet forus there is oneGod, theFather, from
whom are all things and for whom we live, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whomwe live.

7 But this knowledge is not shared by all. And some, by being accus-
tomed to idols in former times, eat this food as an idol sacrifice, and their
conscience, because it is weak, is defiled. 8Now food will not bring us
close toGod. Wearenoworse ifwedonot eat andnobetter ifwedo. 9But
be careful that this liberty of yours does not become a hindrance to the
weak. 10For if someoneweak sees youwhopossess knowledge dining in
an idol’s temple, will not his conscience be “strengthened” to eat food
offered to idols? 11 So by your knowledge the weak brother or sister,
for whom Christ died, is destroyed. 12 If you sin against your brothers
or sisters in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against
Christ. 13For this reason, if food causes my brother or sister to sin, I will
never eat meat again, so that I may not cause one of them to sin.

9
1Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?

Are you not my work in the Lord? 2 If I am not an apostle to others, at
least I am to you, for you are the confirming sign ofmyapostleship in the
Lord. 3 This is my defense to those who examine me. 4Do we not have
the right to financial support? 5Dowe not have the right to the company
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of a believing wife, like the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and
Cephas? 6Or do only Barnabas and I lack the right not to work? 7Who
ever serves in the army at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and
does not eat its fruit? Who tends a flock and does not consume its milk?
8Am I saying these things only on the basis of common sense, or does the
law not say this as well? 9 For it is written in the law of Moses, “ Do not
muzzle anoxwhile it is treadingout the grain.” God is not concernedhere
about oxen, is he? 10Or is he not surely speaking for our benefit? It was
written for us, because the one plowing and threshing ought to work in
hope of enjoying the harvest. 11 If we sowed spiritual blessings among
you, is it too much to reapmaterial things from you? 12 If others receive
this right from you, are we not more deserving?
But we have notmade use of this right. Insteadwe endure everything

so that we may not be a hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 13Don’t you
know that those who serve in the temple eat food from the temple, and
thosewho serve at the altar receive apart of the offerings? 14 In the same
way theLordcommanded thosewhoproclaim thegospel to receive their
living by the gospel. 15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I
am not writing these things so that something will be done for me. In
fact, it would be better for me to die than – no one will deprive me of
my reason for boasting! 16 For if I preach the gospel, I have no reason
for boasting, because I am compelled to do this. Woe to me if I do not
preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward. But if
I do it unwillingly, I am entrusted with a responsibility. 18What then is
my reward? That when I preach the gospel I may offer the gospel free of
charge, and so not make full use of my rights in the gospel.

19For since I am free from all I canmakemyself a slave to all, in order
to gain even more people. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew to gain the
Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though
I myself am not under the law) to gain those under the law. 21 To those
free from the law I became like one free from the law (though I am not
free from God’s law but under the law of Christ) to gain those free from
the law. 22To the weak I became weak in order to gain the weak. I have
become all things to all people, so that by all means I may save some.

23 I do all these things because of the gospel, so that I can be a
participant in it.

24Do younot know that all the runners in a stadium compete, but only
one receives the prize? So run to win. 25Each competitor must exercise
self-control in everything. They do it to receive a perishable crown, but
we an imperishable one.

26 So I do not run uncertainly or box like one who hits only air.
27 Instead I subduemybodyandmake itmyslave, so that afterpreaching
to others I myself will not be disqualified.

10
1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our

fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea, 2 and
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the
same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they
were all drinking from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the
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rock was Christ. 5 But God was not pleased with most of them, for they
were cut down in the wilderness. 6These things happened as examples
for us, so that we will not crave evil things as they did. 7 So do not be
idolaters, as some of themwere. As it is written, “ The people sat down to
eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8And let us not be immoral, as some
of them were, and twenty-three thousand died in a single day. 9And let
us not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by
snakes. 10 And do not complain, as some of them did, and were killed
by the destroying angel. 11 These things happened to them as examples
andwerewritten for our instruction, onwhom the ends of the ages have
come. 12 So let the one who thinks he is standing be careful that he does
not fall. 13No trial has overtakenyou that is not facedbyothers. AndGod
is faithful: He will not let you be tried beyondwhat you are able to bear,
but with the trial will also provide a way out so that you may be able to
endure it.

Avoid Idol Feasts
14 So then, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I am speaking to

thoughtful people. Consider what I say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing that
webless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread thatwebreak a
sharing in the body of Christ? 17Because there is one bread, wewho are
many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 18Look at the people
of Israel. Are not thosewho eat the sacrifices partners in the altar? 19Am
I saying that idols or food sacrificed to them amount to anything? 20No,
I mean that what the pagans sacrifice is to demons and not to God. I do
notwant you to be partnerswith demons. 21You cannot drink the cup of
the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot take part in the table of the
Lord and the table of demons. 22Or arewe trying to provoke the Lord to
jealousy? Are we really stronger than he is?

Live to Glorify God
23 “Everything is lawful,” but not everything is beneficial. “Everything

is lawful,” but not everything builds others up. 24Do not seek your own
good, but the good of the other person. 25 Eat anything that is sold in
the marketplace without questions of conscience, 26 for the earth and
its abundance are the Lord’s. 27 If an unbeliever invites you to dinner
and you want to go, eat whatever is served without asking questions of
conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, “This is from a sacrifice,” do
not eat, because of the onewho told you and because of conscience – 29 I
do not mean yours but the other person’s. For why is my freedom being
judged by another’s conscience? 30 If I partake with thankfulness, why
am I blamed for the food that I give thanks for? 31So whether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God. 32Do not
give offense to Jews or Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I also try
to please everyone in all things. I do not seek my own benefit, but the
benefit of many, so that theymay be saved.

11
1Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

Women’s Head Coverings
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2 I praise you because you remember me in everything and maintain
the traditions just as I passed them on to you. 3But I want you to know
that Christ is theheadof everyman, and theman is theheadof awoman,
and God is the head of Christ. 4Any man who prays or prophesies with
his head covered disgraces his head. 5 But any woman who prays or
prophesies with her head uncovered disgraces her head, for it is one
and the same thing as having a shaved head. 6 For if a woman will not
cover her head, she should cut off her hair. But if it is disgraceful for
a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, she should cover
her head. 7 For a man should not have his head covered, since he is the
imageandgloryofGod. But thewoman is the gloryof theman. 8Forman
did not come from woman, but woman from man. 9Neither was man
created for the sake of woman, but woman for man. 10For this reason a
woman should have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the
angels. 11 In any case, in the Lordwoman is not independent ofman, nor
is man independent of woman. 12 For just as woman came from man,
so man comes through woman. But all things come from God. 13 Judge
for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head
uncovered? 14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man has long
hair, it is a disgrace for him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her
glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 If anyone intends
to quarrel about this, we have no other practice, nor do the churches of
God.

The Lord’s Supper
17Now in giving the following instruction I do not praise you, because

you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18For in the first
place, when you come together as a church I hear there are divisions
among you, and in part I believe it. 19For theremust in fact be divisions
among you, so that those of you who are approved may be evident.
20 Now when you come together at the same place, you are not really
eating the Lord’s Supper. 21Forwhen it is time to eat, everyone proceeds
with his own supper. One is hungry and another becomes drunk. 22Do
you not have houses so that you can eat and drink? Or are you trying
to show contempt for the church of God by shaming those who have
nothing? What should I say to you? Should I praise you? Iwill not praise
you for this!

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you, that the
Lord Jesus on thenight inwhichhewas betrayed tookbread, 24andafter
he had given thanks he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for
you. Do this in remembrance ofme.” 25 In the sameway, he also took the
cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, every time you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For every time
you eat this bread anddrink the cup, youproclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.

27For this reason,whoever eats thebreadordrinks the cupof theLord
in an unworthymannerwill be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
28A person should examine himself first, and in this way let him eat the
bread and drink of the cup. 29 For the one who eats and drinks without
careful regard for the body eats and drinks judgment against himself.
30That is whymany of you are weak and sick, and quite a few are dead.
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31 But if we examined ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when
we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be
condemned with the world. 33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when
you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If anyone is hungry, let
himeat at home, so thatwhenyouassemble it does not lead to judgment.
I will give directions about other matters when I come.

12
1With regard to spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you

to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were
often led astray by speechless idols, however you were led. 3 So I want
you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus
is cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are
differentministries, but the sameLord. 6And there are different results,
but the sameGodwhoproducesall of them ineveryone. 7Toeachperson
the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the benefit of all. 8 For one
person is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, and another
themessage of knowledge according to the sameSpirit, 9 to another faith
by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to
another performance of miracles, to another prophecy, and to another
discernment of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, and to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 It is one and the same Spirit,
distributing as he decides to each person, who produces all these things.

DifferentMembers in One Body
12 For just as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the

members of the body – though many – are one body, so too is Christ.
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Whether Jews
or Greeks or slaves or free, we were all made to drink of the one Spirit.
14 For in fact the body is not a single member, but many. 15 If the foot
says, “Since I am not a hand, I am not part of the body,” it does not lose
itsmembership in thebodybecauseof that. 16And if theear says, “Since I
amnot an eye, I amnot part of the body,” it does not lose itsmembership
in the body because of that. 17 If the whole body were an eye, what
part would do the hearing? If the whole were an ear, what part would
exercise the sense of smell? 18 But as a matter of fact, God has placed
each of the members in the body just as he decided. 19 If they were all
the samemember, where would the body be? 20 So now there are many
members, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not
need you,” nor in turn can the head say to the foot, “I do not need you.”
22On the contrary, those members that seem to be weaker are essential,
23and thosememberswe consider less honorablewe clothewith greater
honor, and our unpresentable members are clothed with dignity, 24 but
our presentable members do not need this. Instead, God has blended
together the body, giving greater honor to the lesser member, 25 so that
theremaybe no division in the body, but themembersmayhavemutual
concern for one another. 26 If onemember suffers, everyone sufferswith
it. If a member is honored, all rejoice with it.

27 Now you are Christ’s body, and each of you is a member of it.
28 And God has placed in the church first apostles, second prophets,
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third teachers, then miracles, gifts of healing, helps, gifts of leadership,
different kinds of tongues. 29 Not all are apostles, are they? Not all
are prophets, are they? Not all are teachers, are they? Not all perform
miracles, do they? 30Not all have gifts of healing, do they? Not all speak
in tongues, do they? Not all interpret, do they? 31But you shouldbeeager
for the greater gifts.
And now I will show you a way that is beyond comparison.

13
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but I do not have love,

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophecy, and
know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith so that I can
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away
everything I own, and if I give overmy body in order to boast, but do not
have love, I receive no benefit.

4Love is patient, love is kind, it is not envious. Love does not brag, it is
not puffedup. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-serving, it is not easily angered
or resentful. 6 It is not glad about injustice, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. But if there are prophecies, they will be set aside;
if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be set
aside. 9For we know in part, andwe prophesy in part, 10but whenwhat
is perfect comes, the partial will be set aside. 11When I was a child, I
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. Butwhen
I becameanadult, I set aside childishways. 12Fornowwe see in amirror
indirectly, but thenwewill see face to face. Now I know in part, but then
Iwill know fully, just as I have been fully known. 13And now these three
remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.

14
1 Pursue love and be eager for the spiritual gifts, especially that you

may prophesy. 2 For the one speaking in a tongue does not speak to
people but to God, for no one understands; he is speaking mysteries
by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their
strengthening, encouragement, and consolation. 4 The one who speaks
in a tongue builds himself up, but the one who prophesies builds up the
church. 5 I wish you all spoke in tongues, but evenmore that you would
prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks
in tongues, unless he interprets so that the churchmay be strengthened.

6Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how
will I help you unless I speak to youwith a revelation orwith knowledge
or prophecy or teaching? 7 It is similar for lifeless things that make a
sound, like a flute or harp. Unless they make a distinction in the notes,
how can what is played on the flute or harp be understood? 8 If, for
example, the trumpet makes an unclear sound, who will get ready for
battle? 9 It is the same for you. If you do not speak clearly with your
tongue, how will anyone know what is being said? For you will be
speaking into the air. 10 There are probably many kinds of languages
in the world, and none is without meaning. 11 If then I do not know
the meaning of a language, I will be a foreigner to the speaker and the
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speaker a foreigner tome. 12 It is the samewith you. Since you are eager
for manifestations of the Spirit, seek to abound in order to strengthen
the church.

13 So then, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may
interpret. 14 If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is
unproductive. 15What should I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will
also pray with my mind. I will sing praises with my spirit, but I will
also sing praises with my mind. 16 Otherwise, if you are praising God
with your spirit, how can someone without the gift say “Amen” to your
thanksgiving, sincehedoesnotknowwhatyouare saying? 17Foryouare
certainly giving thanks well, but the other person is not strengthened.
18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you, 19 but in
the church I want to speak five words with my mind to instruct others,
rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.

20 Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking. Instead,
be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. 21 It is written in the
law: “ By people with strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I will
speak to this people, yet not even in thiswaywill they listen tome,” says the
Lord. 22So then, tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers.
Prophecy, however, is not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 So if the
whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and unbelievers
or uninformed people enter, will they not say that you have lost your
minds? 24But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or uninformed person
enters, he will be convicted by all, he will be called to account by all.
25The secrets of his heart are disclosed, and in thisway hewill fall down
with his face to the ground and worship God, declaring, “God is really
among you.”

Church Order
26 What should you do then, brothers and sisters? When you come

together, eachonehasa song, has a lesson, has a revelation, has a tongue,
has an interpretation. Let all these things be done for the strengthening
of the church. 27 If someone speaks in a tongue, it should be two, or at
themost three, one after the other, and someonemust interpret. 28But if
there isno interpreter, he shouldbe silent in the church. Lethimspeak to
himself and toGod. 29Twoor threeprophets should speakand theothers
should evaluate what is said. 30 And if someone sitting down receives
a revelation, the person who is speaking should conclude. 31 For you
can all prophesy one after another, so all can learn and be encouraged.
32 Indeed, the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets, 33 for
God is not characterized by disorder but by peace.
As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the women should be silent

in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak. Rather, let them
be in submission, as in fact the law says. 35 If they want to find out
about something, they should ask their husbands at home, because it is
disgraceful for awoman to speak in church. 36Did thewordofGodbegin
with you, or did it come to you alone?

37 If anyone considers himself a prophet or spiritual person, he should
acknowledge that what I write to you is the Lord’s command. 38 If
someone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. 39 So then,
brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid anyone
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from speaking in tongues. 40And do everything in a decent and orderly
manner.

15
1NowIwant tomakeclear foryou, brothers andsisters, thegospel that

I preached to you, that you received and on which you stand, 2 and by
which you are being saved, if you hold firmly to themessage I preached
to you – unless you believed in vain. 3 For I passed on to you as of first
importancewhat I also received – that Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures, 4and that hewas buried, and that hewas raised on the
third day according to the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared tomore than five hundred of the
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the
apostles. 8 Last of all, as though to one born at the wrong time, he
appeared to me also. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been in vain.
In fact, I worked harder than all of them – yet not I, but the grace of God
with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, this is the way we preach and
this is the way you believed.

No Resurrection?
12 Now if Christ is being preached as raised from the dead, how can

some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is
no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14And
if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is futile and your faith
is empty. 15Also, we are found to be false witnesses about God, because
we have testified against God that he raised Christ from the dead, when
in reality he did not raise him, if indeed the dead are not raised. 16 For
if the dead are not raised, then not even Christ has been raised. 17And
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless; you are still in your
sins. 18 Furthermore, those who have fallen asleep in Christ have also
perished. 19 For if only in this life we have hope in Christ, we should be
pitiedmore than anyone.

20But nowChrist has been raised from the dead, thefirstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead also came through aman. 22For just as in Adam
all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own
order: Christ, the firstfruits; then when Christ comes, those who belong
to him. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father, when he has brought to an end all rule and all authority and
power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. 26The last enemy to be eliminated is death. 27For
he has put| strong="G5293" everything in subjection under his

feet everything in subjection under his feet. But when it says “every-
thing”has been put in subjection, it is clear that this does not include the
one who put everything in subjection to him. 28Andwhen all things are
subjected to him, then the Son himself will be subjected to the one who
subjected everything to him, so that Godmay be all in all.



1 Corinthians 15:29 220 1 Corinthians 15:58

29Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the
dead are not raised at all, then why are they baptized for them? 30Why
too are we in danger every hour? 31 Every day I am in danger of death!
This is as sure as my boasting in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our
Lord. 32 If from a human point of view I fought with wild beasts at
Ephesus, what did it benefit me? If the dead are not raised, let us eat
and drink, for tomorrow we die. 33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company
corrupts goodmorals.” 34 Sober up as you should, and stop sinning! For
some have no knowledge of God – I say this to your shame!

The Resurrection Body
35But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of

bodywill they come?” 36Fool! What you sowwill not come to life unless
it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare seed
– perhaps of wheat or something else. 38 But God gives it a body just as
he planned, and to each of the seeds a body of its own. 39All flesh is not
the same: People have one flesh, animals have another, birds and fish
another. 40And there are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies. The glory
of the heavenly body is one sort and the earthly another. 41There is one
glory of the sun, and another glory of themoon and another glory of the
stars, for star differs from star in glory.

42 It is the same with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is
perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it
is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural
body, there is also a spiritual body. 45So also it is written, “ The firstman,
Adam, became a living person”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
46However, the spiritual did not comefirst, but the natural, and then the
spiritual. 47 The first man is from the earth, made of dust; the second
man is from heaven. 48Like the onemade of dust, so too are thosemade
of dust, and like the one from heaven, so too those who are heavenly.
49 And just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, let us also
bear the image of theman of heaven.

50Now this is what I am saying, brothers and sisters: Flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable. 51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep,
but we will all be changed – 52 in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the trumpetwill sound, and the deadwill be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For this perishable body must
put on the imperishable, and this mortal bodymust put on immortality.
54Now when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal
puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will happen,
“ Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ! 58So then, dear brothers and sisters, be firm. Donot bemoved!
Always be outstanding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord.
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16
1With regard to the collection for the saints, please follow the direc-

tions that I gave to the churches of Galatia: 2On the first day of theweek,
each of you should set aside some income and save it to the extent that
God has blessed you, so that a collection will not have to be made when
I come. 3Then, when I arrive, I will send those whom you approve with
letters of explanation to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 And if it seems
advisable that I should go also, they will go withme.

Paul’s Plans to Visit
5 But I will come to you after I have gone through Macedonia – for I

will be going throughMacedonia – 6and perhaps I will stay with you, or
even spend thewinter, so that you can sendmeonmy journey,wherever
I go. 7For I do not want to see you now in passing, since I hope to spend
some time with you, if the Lord allows. 8But I will stay in Ephesus until
Pentecost, 9 because a door of great opportunity stands wide open for
me, but there are many opponents.

10Now if Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear among you,
for he is doing the Lord’s work, as I am too. 11 So then, let no one treat
him with contempt. But send him on his way in peace so that he may
come tome. For I am expecting himwith the brothers.

12With regard to our brother Apollos: I strongly encouraged him to
visit you with the other brothers, but it was simply not his intention to
come now. He will comewhen he has the opportunity.

Final Challenge and Blessing
13 Stay alert, stand firm in the faith, show courage, be strong.

14Everything you do should be done in love.
15 Now, brothers and sisters, you know about the household of

Stephanus, that as the first converts of Achaia, they devoted themselves
to ministry for the saints. I urge you 16 also to submit to people like this,
and to everyone who cooperates in the work and labors hard. 17 I was
glad about the arrival of Stephanus, Fortunatus, and Achaicus because
they have supplied the fellowship with you that I lacked. 18 For they
refreshedmy spirit and yours. So then, recognize people like this.

19 The churches in the province of Asia send greetings to you. Aquila
and Prisca greet you warmly in the Lord, with the church that meets in
their house. 20 All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one
another with a holy kiss.

21 I, Paul, send this greeting withmy own hand.
22 Let anyone who has no love for the Lord be accursed. Our Lord,

come!
23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
24My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus.
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2 Corinthians
Salutation

1From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy
our brother, to the church of God that is in Corinth, with all the saints
who are in all Achaia. 2Grace and peace to you fromGod our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving for God’s Comfort
3Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

mercies and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles so
that wemay be able to comfort those experiencing any trouble with the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For just as
the sufferings of Christ overflow toward us, so also our comfort through
Christ overflows to you. 6But ifweare afflicted, it is for your comfort and
salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort that you experience
in your patient endurance of the same sufferings that we also suffer.
7And our hope for you is steadfast because we know that as you share
in our sufferings, so also you will share in our comfort. 8 For we do not
want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, regarding the affliction
that happened to us in the province of Asia, that we were burdened
excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of living.
9 Indeed we felt as if the sentence of death had been passed against us,
so that we would not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead.
10He delivered us from so great a risk of death, and he will deliver us.
We have set our hope on him that he will deliver us yet again, 11 as you
also join in helping us by prayer, so that many people may give thanks
to God on our behalf for the gracious gift given to us through the help of
many.

Paul Defends His Changed Plans
12 For our reason for confidence is this: the testimony of our con-

science, that with pure motives and sincerity which are from God – not
by human wisdom but by the grace of God – we conducted ourselves
in the world, and all the more toward you. 13 For we do not write you
anything other than what you can read and also understand. But I
hope that youwill understand completely 14 just as also you have partly
understood us, that we are your source of pride just as you also are
ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. 15And with this confidence I intended
to come to you first so that you would get a second opportunity to see
us, 16 and through your help to go on into Macedonia and then from
Macedonia to come back to you and be helped on our way into Judea by
you. 17Therefore when I was planning to do this, I did not do so without
thinking aboutwhat Iwas doing, did I? Or do Imakemyplans according
to mere human standards so that I would be saying both “Yes, yes” and
“No, no” at the same time? 18But as God is faithful, ourmessage to you is
not “Yes” and “No.” 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the one who was
proclaimedamongyoubyus –bymeandSilvanusandTimothy –wasnot
“Yes” and “No,” but it has always been “Yes” in him. 20 For every one of
God’s promises are “Yes” in him; therefore also through him the “Amen”
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is spoken, to the glory we give to God. 21But it is God who establishes us
together with you in Christ and who anointed us, 22who also sealed us
and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a down payment.

Why Paul PostponedHis Visit
23Now I appeal to God as mywitness, that to spare you I did not come

again to Corinth. 24 I do not mean that we rule over your faith, but we
are workers with you for your joy, because by faith you stand firm.

2
1So Imade upmy ownmind not to pay you another painful visit. 2For

if Imake you sad,whowouldbe left tomakemegladbut the one I caused
to be sad? 3 And I wrote this very thing to you, so that when I came
I would not have sadness from those who ought to make me rejoice,
since I am confident in you all that my joy would be yours. 4 For out of
great distress and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears, not
to make you sad, but to let you know the love that I have especially for
you. 5But if anyone has caused sadness, he has not saddened me alone,
but to some extent (not to exaggerate) he has saddened all of you aswell.
6 This punishment on such an individual by the majority is enough for
him, 7 so that now instead you should rather forgive and comfort him.
This will keep him from being overwhelmed by excessive grief to the
point of despair. 8 Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him.
9 For this reason also I wrote you: to test you to see if you are obedient
in everything. 10 If you forgive anyone for anything, I also forgive him
– for indeed what I have forgiven (if I have forgiven anything) I did so
for you in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we may not be exploited by
Satan (for we are not ignorant of his schemes). 12Nowwhen I arrived in
Troas to proclaim the gospel of Christ, even though the Lord had opened
a door of opportunity forme, 13 I had no relief inmy spirit, because I did
not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-bye to them and set out
for Macedonia.

ApostolicMinistry
14But thanks be to God who always leads us in triumphal procession

in Christ and who makes known through us the fragrance that consists
of the knowledge of him in every place. 15 For we are a sweet aroma
of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those
who are perishing – 16 to the latter an odor from death to death, but to
the former a fragrance from life to life. And who is adequate for these
things? 17 For we are not like so many others, hucksters who peddle
the word of God for profit, but we are speaking in Christ before God as
persons of sincerity, as persons sent from God.

3
1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? We don’t need

letters of recommendation to you or from you as some other people do,
dowe? 2You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and
read by everyone, 3 revealing that you are a letter of Christ, delivered by
us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on stone
tablets but on tablets of human hearts.
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4Now we have such confidence in God through Christ. 5Not that we
are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as if itwere coming from
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 6whomade us adequate to be
servants of a new covenant not based on the letter but on the Spirit, for
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

The Greater Glory of the Spirit’sMinistry
7 But if the ministry that produced death – carved in letters on stone

tablets – came with glory, so that the Israelites could not keep their
eyes fixed on the face of Moses because of the glory of his face (a
glory which was made ineffective), 8 how much more glorious will
the ministry of the Spirit be? 9 For if there was glory in the ministry
that produced condemnation, how much more does the ministry that
produces righteousness excel in glory! 10 For indeed, what had been
glorious now has no glory because of the tremendously greater glory of
what replaced it. 11 For if what was made ineffective came with glory,
howmuchmore haswhat remains come in glory! 12Therefore, sincewe
have such a hope, we behave with great boldness, 13 and not like Moses
who used to put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from staring at
the result of the glory thatwasmade ineffective. 14But theirmindswere
closed. For to this very day, the same veil remains when they hear the
old covenant read. It has not been removed because only in Christ is it
taken away. 15But until this very daywheneverMoses is read, a veil lies
over their minds, 16but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is present,
there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled faces reflecting the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image fromone degree
of glory to another, which is from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

4
1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, just as God has shown us

mercy, we do not become discouraged. 2But we have rejected shameful
hidden deeds, not behaving with deceptiveness or distorting the word
of God, but by open proclamation of the truthwe commend ourselves to
everyone’s conscience before God. 3But even if our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled only to thosewhoare perishing, 4amongwhom the god of this age
has blinded theminds of thosewho do not believe so theywould not see
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For
we do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said “ Let light shine out of
darkness,” is the one who shined in our hearts to give us the light of the
glorious knowledge of God in the face of Christ.

An EternalWeight of Glory
7Butwehave this treasure inclay jars, so that theextraordinarypower

belongs toGodanddoesnot come fromus. 8Weareexperiencing trouble
on every side, but are not crushed; we are perplexed, but not driven to
despair; 9we are persecuted, but not abandoned; we are knocked down,
but not destroyed, 10 always carrying around in our body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesusmay also bemade visible in our body. 11For
we who are alive are constantly being handed over to death for Jesus’
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sake, so that the life of Jesusmayalso bemadevisible in ourmortal body.
12 As a result, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 13 But
since we have the same spirit of faith as that shown in what has been
written, “ I believed; therefore I spoke,”we also believe, thereforewe also
speak. 14Wedosobecauseweknowthat theonewhoraisedup Jesuswill
also raise us up with Jesus and will bring us with you into his presence.
15For all these things are for your sake, so that the grace that is including
more and more people may cause thanksgiving to increase to the glory
of God. 16 Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical body is
wearing away, our inner person is being renewed day by day. 17For our
momentary, light suffering is producing for us an eternalweight of glory
far beyond all comparison 18because we are not looking at what can be
seen but at what cannot be seen. For what can be seen is temporary, but
what cannot be seen is eternal.

5
1 For we know that if our earthly house, the tent we live in, is

dismantled, we have a building from God, a house not built by human
hands, that is eternal in theheavens. 2For in this earthlyhousewegroan,
because we desire to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed, after we
have put on our heavenly house, we will not be found naked. 4 For we
groan while we are in this tent, since we are weighed down, because
we do not want to be unclothed, but clothed, so that what is mortal may
be swallowed up by life. 5Now the one who prepared us for this very
purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a down payment. 6 Therefore
we are always full of courage, and we know that as long as we are alive
here on earth we are absent from the Lord – 7 for we live by faith, not by
sight. 8Thusweare full of courage andwouldprefer to be away from the
body and at homewith the Lord. 9So thenwhetherwe are alive or away,
wemake it our ambition to please him. 10For wemust all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each onemaybe paid back according
to what he has done while in the body, whether good or evil.

TheMessage of Reconciliation
11Therefore, becauseweknow the fear of the Lord,we try to persuade

people, but we are well known to God, and I hope we are well known
to your consciences too. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to
you again, but are giving you an opportunity to be proud of us, so that
youmay be able to answer thosewho take pride in outward appearance
and not in what is in the heart. 13 For if we are out of our minds, it
is for God; if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of
Christ controls us, since we have concluded this, that Christ died for
all; therefore all have died. 15 And he died for all so that those who
live should no longer live for themselves but for himwho died for them
and was raised. 16 So then from now on we acknowledge no one from
an outward human point of view. Even though we have known Christ
from such a human point of view, now we do not know him in that
way any longer. 17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
what is old has passed away – look, what is new has come! 18 And
all these things are from God who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and who has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 In other
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words, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
people’s trespasses against them, and he has given us the message of
reconciliation. 20 Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were making His plea through us. We plead with you on Christ’s
behalf, “Be reconciled to God!” 21God made the one who did not know
sin to be sin for us, so that in himwewould become the righteousness of
God.

6
1Now because we are fellowworkers, we also urge you not to receive

the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “ I heard youat the acceptable time,
and in the dayof salvation I helped you.” Look, now is the acceptable time;
look, now is the day of salvation! 3We do not give anyone an occasion
for taking an offense in anything, so that no fault may be found with
our ministry. 4 But as God’s servants, we have commended ourselves
in every way, with great endurance, in persecutions, in difficulties,
in distresses, 5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in troubles, in
sleepless nights, in hunger, 6 by purity, by knowledge, by patience, by
benevolence, by the Holy Spirit, by genuine love, 7by truthful teaching,
by the power of God, with weapons of righteousness both for the right
hand and for the left, 8 through glory and dishonor, through slander and
praise; regarded as impostors, and yet true; 9as unknown, and yet well-
known; as dying and yet – see! – we continue to live; as those who are
scourged and yet not executed; 10 as sorrowful, but always rejoicing,
as poor, but making many rich, as having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.

11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart has been
openedwide to you. 12Our affection for you is not restricted, but you are
restricted in your affections for us. 13Nowas a fair exchange – I speak as
to my children – open wide your hearts to us also.

Unequal Partners
14 Do not become partners with those who do not believe, for what

partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness, or what
fellowship does light have with darkness? 15And what agreement does
Christ have with Beliar? Or what does a believer share in commonwith
an unbeliever? 16And what mutual agreement does the temple of God
havewith idols? Forwe are the temple of the livingGod, just as God said,
“ I will live in them andwill walk among them, and I will be their God, and
they will be my people: *.” 17 Therefore “ come out from their midst, and
be separate,” says the Lord, “ and touch no unclean thing, and I will
welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and you will be my sons and
daughters,” says the All-Powerful Lord.

7
1Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse

ourselves from everything that could defile the body and the spirit, and
thus accomplishholiness out of reverence forGod. 2Make room forus in
your hearts; we have wronged no one, we have ruined no one, we have
exploited no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I told you before
that you are in our hearts so that we die together and live together with
you.
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A Letter That Caused Sadness
4 I have great confidence in you; I take great pride on your behalf. I

am filled with encouragement; I am overflowing with joy in the midst
of all our suffering. 5For even whenwe came into Macedonia, our body
hadno rest at all, butwewere troubled in everyway – struggles from the
outside, fears fromwithin. 6ButGod,who encourages the downhearted,
encouraged us by the arrival of Titus. 7Wewere encouraged not only by
his arrival, but also by the encouragement you gave him, as he reported
to us your longing, your mourning, your deep concern for me, so that
I rejoiced more than ever. 8 For even if I made you sad by my letter, I
do not regret having written it (even though I did regret it, for I see that
my lettermadeyou sad, thoughonly for a short time). 9NowI rejoice, not
because youweremade sad, but because youweremade sad to thepoint
of repentance. For youweremade sad asGod intended, so that youwere
notharmed inanywaybyus. 10For sadnessas intendedbyGodproduces
a repentance that leads to salvation, leaving no regret, but worldly
sadness brings about death. 11For see what this very thing, this sadness
as God intended, has produced in you: what eagerness, what defense
of yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what deep
concern, what punishment! In everything you have proved yourselves
to be innocent in this matter. 12 So then, even though I wrote to you, it
was not on account of the one who did wrong, or on account of the one
who was wronged, but to reveal to you your eagerness on our behalf
before God. 13 Therefore we have been encouraged. And in addition
to our own encouragement, we rejoiced even more at the joy of Titus,
becauseall of youhave refreshedhis spirit. 14For if I haveboasted tohim
aboutanythingconcerningyou, Ihavenotbeenembarrassedbyyou, but
just as everythingwe said to youwas true, so our boasting to Titus about
you has proved true as well. 15And his affection for you is much greater
when he remembers the obedience of you all, how you welcomed him
with fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice because in everything I am fully
confident in you.

8
1Now we make known to you, brothers and sisters, the grace of God

given to the churches of Macedonia, 2 that during a severe ordeal of suf-
fering, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed
in the wealth of their generosity. 3 For I testify, they gave according to
their means and beyond their means. They did so voluntarily, 4begging
us with great earnestness for the blessing and fellowship of helping
the saints. 5 And they did this not just as we had hoped, but they gave
themselves first to the Lord and to us by thewill of God. 6Thuswe urged
Titus that, just as he had previously begun this work, so also he should
complete this act of kindness for you. 7But as youexcel in everything – in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, and in all eagerness and in the love from
us that is in you – make sure that you excel in this act of kindness too.
8 I am not saying this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of
your love by comparison with the eagerness of others. 9 For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that although he was rich, he became
poor for your sakes, so that you by his poverty could become rich. 10 So
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here ismyopinionon thismatter: It is toyouradvantage, sinceyoumade
a good start last year both in your giving and your desire to give, 11 to
finish what you started, so that just as you wanted to do it eagerly, you
can also complete it according to your means. 12 For if the eagerness is
present, the gift itself is acceptable according to whatever one has, not
according towhathedoesnothave. 13For I donot say this so therewould
be relief for others and suffering for you, but as a matter of equality.
14At the present time, your abundance will meet their need, so that one
day their abundance may also meet your need, and thus there may be
equality, 15as it is written: “ The one who gatheredmuch did not have too
much, and the onewho gathered little did not have too little.”

TheMission of Titus
16But thanks be toGodwhoput in the heart of Titus the samedevotion

I have for you, 17because he not only accepted our request, but since he
was very eager, he is coming to you of his own accord. 18 And we are
sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the churches
for his work in spreading the gospel. 19 In addition, this brother has
also been chosen by the churches as our traveling companion as we
administer this generous gift to the glory of theLordhimself and to show
our readiness tohelp. 20Wedid this as aprecaution so thatnoone should
blame us in regard to this generous gift we are administering. 21 For
we are concerned about what is right not only before the Lord but also
beforemen. 22Andweare sendingwith themourbrotherwhomwehave
tested many times and found eager in many matters, but who now is
much more eager than ever because of the great confidence he has in
you. 23 If there is any question about Titus, he is my partner and fellow
worker among you; if there is any question about our brothers, they are
messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ. 24 Therefore show them
openly before the churches the proof of your love and of our pride in
you.

9
1 For it is not necessary for me to write you about this service to the

saints, 2 because I know your eagerness to help. I keep boasting to the
Macedonians about this eagerness of yours, that Achaia has been ready
to give since last year, and your zeal to participate has stirred up most
of them. 3 But I am sending these brothers so that our boasting about
you may not be empty in this case, so that you may be ready just as I
kept telling them. 4 For if any of the Macedonians should come with
me and find that you are not ready to give, we would be humiliated
(not to mention you) by this confidence we had in you. 5 Therefore I
thought it necessary to urge these brothers to go to you in advance and
to arrange ahead of time the generous contribution you had promised,
so this may be ready as a generous gift and not as something you feel
forced to do. 6 My point is this: The person who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap
generously. 7 Each one of you should give just as he has decided in
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, because God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace overflow to you
so that because you have enough of everything in every way at all
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times, you will overflow in every good work. 9 Just as it is written, “ He
has scattered widely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness remains
forever.” 10 Now God who provides seed for the sower and bread for
food will provide and multiply your supply of seed and will cause the
harvest of your righteousness to grow. 11 You will be enriched in every
way so that youmay be generous on every occasion, which is producing
through us thanksgiving to God, 12because the service of thisministry is
not onlyproviding for theneedsof the saints but is alsooverflowingwith
many thanks to God. 13 Through the evidence of this service they will
glorifyGodbecauseof yourobedience to your confession in the gospel of
Christ and the generosity of your sharingwith them andwith everyone.
14And in their prayers on your behalf they long for you because of the
extraordinary grace God has shown to you. 15 Thanks be to God for his
indescribable gift!

10
1NowI, Paul, appeal to youpersonallyby themeekness andgentleness

of Christ (I who am meek when present among you, but am full of
courage toward you when away!) – 2 now I ask that when I am present
I may not have to be bold with the confidence that (I expect) I will dare
to use against somewho consider us to be behaving according to human
standards. 3 For though we live as human beings, we do not wage war
according to human standards, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are
not human weapons, but are made powerful by God for tearing down
strongholds. We teardownarguments 5andeveryarrogantobstacle that
is raised up against the knowledge of God, and we take every thought
captive tomake it obey Christ. 6We are also ready to punish every act of
disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete. 7 You are looking
at outward appearances. If anyone is confident that he belongs to Christ,
he should reflect on this again: Just as hehimself belongs to Christ, so too
do we. 8For if I boast somewhat more about our authority that the Lord
gave us for building you up and not for tearing you down, I will not be
ashamed of doing so. 9 I do not want to seem as though I am trying to
terrify youwithmy letters, 10because some say, “His letters are weighty
and forceful, but his physical presence is weak and his speech is of no
account.” 11Let suchapersonconsider this: Whatwesayby letterswhen
we are absent, we also are in actions whenwe are present.

Paul’sMission
12Forwewouldnot dare to classify or compare ourselveswith someof

those who recommend themselves. But when theymeasure themselves
by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are with-
out understanding. 13 But we will not boast beyond certain limits, but
will confine our boasting according to the limits of the work to which
God has appointed us, that reaches even as far as you. 14 For we were
not overextending ourselves, as though we did not reach as far as you,
because we were the first to reach as far as you with the gospel about
Christ. 15 Nor do we boast beyond certain limits in the work done by
others, but we hope that as your faith continues to grow, our work may
begreatlyexpandedamongyouaccording toour limits, 16so thatwemay
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preach the gospel in the regions that lie beyond you, and not boast of
work already done in another person’s area. 17But
the one who boasts|strong="G2744" must boast in the Lord must

boast in theLord. 18For it is not thepersonwhocommendshimselfwho
is approved, but the person the Lord commends.

11
1 I wish that you would be patient with me in a little foolishness, but

indeed you are being patient with me! 2 For I am jealous for you with
godly jealousy, because I promised you in marriage to one husband, to
present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that just as the
serpent deceived Eve by his treachery, your minds may be led astray
from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes
and proclaims another Jesus different from the one we proclaimed, or
if you receive a different spirit than the one you received, or a different
gospel than the one you accepted, you put upwith it well enough! 5For I
consider myself not at all inferior to those “super-apostles.” 6And even
if I am unskilled in speaking, yet I am certainly not so in knowledge.
Indeed, we have made this plain to you in everything in every way. 7Or
did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you could be exalted,
because I proclaimed the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8 I robbed
other churchesby receiving support from themso that I could serveyou!
9When I was with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone,
for the brothers who came from Macedonia fully supplied my needs. I
kept myself from being a burden to you in anyway, andwill continue to
do so. 10As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of mine will not be
stopped in the regions ofAchaia. 11Why? Because I donot love you? God
knows I do! 12And what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may
eliminate any opportunity for those who want a chance to be regarded
as our equals in the things they boast about. 13For such people are false
apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.
14And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
15Therefore it is not surprising his servants also disguise themselves as
servants of righteousness, whose end will correspond to their actions.

Paul’s Sufferings for Christ
16 I say again, let no one think that I am a fool. But if you do, then at

least accept me as a fool, so that I too may boast a little. 17What I am
sayingwith this boastful confidence I donot say theway the Lordwould.
Instead it is, as itwere, foolishness. 18Sincemanyareboasting according
to human standards, I toowill boast. 19For since you are sowise, youput
up with fools gladly. 20 For you put up with it if someone makes slaves
of you, if someone exploits you, if someone takes advantage of you, if
someone behaves arrogantly toward you, if someone strikes you in the
face. 21 (To my disgrace I must say that we were too weak for that!) But
whatever anyone else dares to boast about (I am speaking foolishly), I
also dare to boast about the same thing. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am
I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So
am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am talking like I am out of my
mind!) I am even more so: with much greater labors, with far more
imprisonments, with more severe beatings, facing death many times.
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24 Five times I received from the Jews forty lashes less one. 25 Three
times I was beaten with a rod. Once I received a stoning. Three times
I suffered shipwreck. A night and a day I spent adrift in the open sea. 26 I
have been on journeys many times, in dangers from rivers, in dangers
from robbers, in dangers from my own countrymen, in dangers from
Gentiles, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the wilderness, in dangers
at sea, in dangers from false brothers, 27 in hard work and toil, through
many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, many times without food,
in cold and without enough clothing. 28Apart from other things, there
is the daily pressure on me of my anxious concern for all the churches.
29Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not
burn with indignation? 30 If I must boast, I will boast about the things
that show my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who
is blessed forever, knows I am not lying. 32 In Damascus, the governor
under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to arrest
me, 33 but I was let down in a rope-basket through a window in the city
wall, and escaped his hands.

12
1 It is necessary to go on boasting. Though it is not profitable, I will go

on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ
who fourteen years ago (whether in the body or out of the body I do not
know, God knows) was caught up to the third heaven. 3And I know that
thisman (whether in the body or apart from the body I donot know, God
knows) 4was caught up into paradise and heard things too sacred to be
put intowords, things that aperson isnot permitted to speak. 5Onbehalf
of such an individual I will boast, but onmy own behalf I will not boast,
except about my weaknesses. 6 For even if I wish to boast, I will not be
a fool, for I would be telling the truth, but I refrain from this so that no
one may regard me beyond what he sees in me or what he hears from
me, 7 even because of the extraordinary character of the revelations.
Therefore, so that I would not become arrogant, a thorn in the fleshwas
given to me, a messenger of Satan to trouble me – so that I would not
become arrogant. 8 I asked the Lord three times about this, that it would
depart fromme. 9But he said tome, “My grace is enough for you, formy
power is made perfect in weakness.” So then, I will boast most gladly
about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may reside in me.
10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, with insults, with troubles,
with persecutions and difficulties for the sake of Christ, for whenever I
amweak, then I am strong.

The Signs of an Apostle
11 I have become a fool. You yourselves forcedme to do it, for I should

havebeen commendedbyyou. For I lacknothing in comparison to those
“super-apostles,” even though I am nothing. 12 Indeed, the signs of an
apostle were performed among you with great perseverance by signs
and wonders and powerful deeds. 13 For how were you treated worse
than the other churches, except that I myself was not a burden to you?
Forgive me this injustice! 14Look, for the third time I am ready to come
to you, and I will not be a burden to you, because I do not want your
possessions, but you. For children should not have to save up for their
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parents, but parents for their children. 15Now I will most gladly spend
and be spent for your lives! If I love you more, am I to be loved less?
16 But be that as it may, I have not burdened you. Yet because I was a
crafty person, I took you in by deceit! 17 I have not taken advantage of
you through anyone I have sent to you, have I? 18 I urged Titus to visit
you and I sent our brother along with him. Titus did not take advantage
of you, did he? Did we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit? Did we
not behave in the sameway? 19Have you been thinking all this time that
we have been defending ourselves to you? We are speaking in Christ
before God, and everythingwe do, dear friends, is to build you up. 20For
I am afraid that somehow when I come I will not find you what I wish,
and youwill findmenotwhat youwish. I amafraid that somehow there
may be quarreling, jealousy, intense anger, selfish ambition, slander,
gossip, arrogance, and disorder. 21 I am afraid that when I come again,
myGodmayhumiliatemebefore you, and Iwill grieve formanyof those
who previously sinned and have not repented of the impurity, sexual
immorality, and licentiousness that they have practiced.

13
1This is the third time I am coming to visit you.
By|strong="G1909" the testimony the testimony
of two|strong="G1417" or three witnesses every matter will be estab-

lished. 2 I said before when I was present the second time and now,
though absent, I say again to those who sinned previously and to all
the rest, that if I come again, I will not spare anyone, 3 since you are
demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. He is not weak
toward you but is powerful among you. 4For indeed hewas crucified by
reason ofweakness, but he lives because of God’s power. Forwe also are
weak in him, but wewill live together with him, because of God’s power
toward you. 5 Put yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith;
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize regarding yourselves that
Jesus Christ is in you – unless, indeed, you fail the test! 6 And I hope
that you will realize that we have not failed the test! 7Now we pray to
God that you may not do anything wrong, not so that we may appear to
have passed the test, but so that youmay dowhat is right even if wemay
appear to have failed the test. 8 For we cannot do anything against the
truth, but only for the sake of the truth. 9 For we rejoice whenever we
areweak, but youare strong. Andwepray for this: that youmaybecome
fully qualified. 10Because of this I amwriting these things while absent,
so thatwhen I arrive Imaynothave todeal harshlywithyoubyusingmy
authority – the Lord gave it to me for building up, not for tearing down!

Final Exhortations and Greetings
11Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice, set things right, be encouraged,

agreewith one another, live in peace, and the God of love and peacewill
be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you. 13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 14 *

* 13:14 [[EMPTY]]
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Galatians
Salutation

1 From Paul, an apostle (not from men, nor by human agency, but by
Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead) 2and all
the brothers with me, to the churches of Galatia. 3 Grace and peace to
you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself
for our sins to rescue us from this present evil age according to the will
of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory forever and ever! Amen.

Occasion of the Letter
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the onewho called

you by the grace of Christ and are following a different gospel – 7not that
there really is another gospel, but thereare somewhoaredisturbingyou
and wanting to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we (or an angel
from heaven) should preach a gospel contrary to the one we preached
to you, let him be condemned to hell! 9Aswe have said before, and now
I say again, if any one is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you
received, let him be condemned to hell! 10Am I now trying to gain the
approval of people, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were
still trying to please people, I would not be a slave of Christ!

Paul’s Vindication of His Apostleship
11 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I

preached isnot ofhumanorigin. 12For I didnot receive it or learn it from
any human source; instead I received it by a revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 For you have heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I was
savagely persecuting the church of God and trying to destroy it. 14 I was
advancing in Judaismbeyondmanyofmy contemporaries inmynation,
and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But
when the one who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace
was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I could preach him among
the Gentiles, I did not go to ask advice from any human being, 17nor did
I go up to Jerusalem to see those whowere apostles before me, but right
away I departed to Arabia, and then returned to Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and
get information from him, and I stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But
I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother. 20 I
assure you that, before God, I am not lying about what I am writing to
you! 21Afterward I went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22But I was
personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23They
were onlyhearing, “Theonewhooncepersecutedus is nowproclaiming
the good news of the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 So they glorified
God because of me.

2
1 Then after fourteen years I went up to Jerusalem again with Barn-

abas, taking Titus along too. 2 I went there because of a revelation and
presented to them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did
so only in a private meeting with the influential people, to make sure
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that I was not running – or had not run – in vain. 3 Yet not even Titus,
who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, although he was a
Greek. 4Now this matter arose because of the false brothers with false
pretenses who slipped in unnoticed to spy on our freedom that we have
in Christ Jesus, to make us slaves. 5 But we did not surrender to them
even for a moment, in order that the truth of the gospel would remain
with you.

6But from those who were influential (whatever they were makes no
difference to me; God shows no favoritism between people ) – those in-
fluential leaders added nothing to mymessage. 7On the contrary, when
they saw that I was entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised just
as Peter was to the circumcised 8 (for he who empowered Peter for his
apostleship to the circumcisedalso empoweredme formyapostleship to
the Gentiles) 9andwhen James, Cephas, and John, who had a reputation
as pillars, recognized the grace that had been given to me, they gave to
Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship, agreeing that we would
go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 They requested only
that we remember the poor, the very thing I also was eager to do.

Paul Rebukes Peter
11ButwhenCephas came toAntioch, I opposedhimtohis face, because

he had clearly done wrong. 12Until certain people came from James, he
had been eating with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he stopped
doing this and separated himself because he was afraid of those who
werepro-circumcision. 13And the rest of the Jewsalso joinedwithhim in
this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray with them by their
hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not behaving consistently
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “If you,
although you are a Jew, live like aGentile andnot like a Jew, howcan you
try to force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

Jews and Gentiles are Justified by Faith
15Weare Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners, 16yet we know that no

one is justified by the works of the law but by the faithfulness of Jesus
Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we may be
justified by the faithfulness of Christ and not by the works of the law,
because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 17 But if while
seeking to be justified in Christ we ourselves have also been found to be
sinners, is Christ then one who encourages sin? Absolutely not! 18 But
if I build up again those things I once destroyed, I demonstrate that I am
onewhobreaksGod’s law. 19For through the law I died to the law so that
I may live to God. 20 I have been crucifiedwith Christ, and it is no longer
I who live, but Christ lives in me. So the life I now live in the body, I live
because of the faithfulness of the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself forme. 21 I do not set aside God’s grace, because if righteousness
could come through the law, then Christ died for nothing!

3
1You foolish Galatians! Who has cast a spell on you? Before your eyes

Jesus Christ was vividly portrayed as crucified! 2 The only thing I want
to learn fromyou is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing theworks of
the law or by believing what you heard? 3Are you so foolish? Although
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you beganwith the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by human effort?
4Have you suffered so many things for nothing? – if indeed it was for
nothing. 5Does God then give you the Spirit and work miracles among
you by your doing the works of the law or by your believing what you
heard?

6 Just as Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righ-
teousness, 7 so then, understand that those who believe are the sons
of Abraham. 8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, proclaimed the gospel to Abraham ahead of time,
saying, “ All the nations will be blessed in you*.” 9 So then those who
believe are blessed along with Abraham the believer. 10For all who rely
on doing the works of the law are under a curse, because it is written, “
Cursed is everyone who does not keep on doing everything written in the
book of the law.” 11Now it is clear no one is justified before God by the
law, because the righteous one will live by faith. 12 But the law is not
based on faith, but the one who does the works of the law will live by
them. 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a
curse for us (because it is written, “ Cursed is everyone who hangs on a
tree”) 14 in order that inChrist Jesus theblessingofAbrahamwould come
to theGentiles, so thatwe could receive the promise of the Spirit by faith.

Inheritance Comes from Promises and not Law
15 Brothers and sisters, I offer an example from everyday life: When

a covenant has been ratified, even though it is only a human contract,
no one can set it aside or add anything to it. 16Now the promises were
spoken to Abraham and to his descendant. Scripture does not say, “and
to the descendants,” referring to many, but “ and to your descendant,”
referring to one, who is Christ. 17 What I am saying is this: The law
that came four hundred thirty years later does not cancel a covenant
previously ratified by God, so as to invalidate the promise. 18 For if the
inheritance is based on the law, it is no longer based on the promise, but
God graciously gave it to Abraham through the promise.

19Why then was the law given? It was added because of transgres-
sions, until the arrival of the descendant towhom the promise had been
made. It was administered through angels by an intermediary. 20Now
an intermediary is not for one party alone, but God is one. 21 Is the
law therefore opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For
if a law had been given that was able to give life, then righteousness
would certainly have come by the law. 22 But the scripture imprisoned
everything and everyone under sin so that the promise could be given –
because of the faithfulness of Jesus Christ – to those who believe.

Sons of God Are Heirs of Promise
23Nowbefore faith camewewereheld in custodyunder the law, being

kept as prisoners until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 Thus the
law had become our guardian until Christ, so that we could be declared
righteous by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer
under a guardian. 26 For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through
faith. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselveswithChrist. 28There isneither JewnorGreek, there isneither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female – for all of you are one
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in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
descendants, heirs according to the promise.

4
1Now Imean that the heir, as long as he is aminor, is no different from

aslave, thoughhe is theownerof everything. 2Buthe is under guardians
andmanagers until the date set byhis father. 3So alsowe,whenwewere
minors, were enslaved under the basic forces of the world. 4 But when
the appropriate time had come, God sent out his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that
wemay be adopted as sons with full rights. 6And because you are sons,
God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, who calls “ Abba! Father!”
7So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if you are a son, then you are
also an heir through God.

Heirs of Promise Are Not to Return to Law
8 Formerly when you did not know God, you were enslaved to beings

that by nature are not gods at all. 9But now that you have come to know
God (or rather to be known by God), how can you turn back again to the
weak andworthless basic forces? Do youwant to be enslaved to themall
over again? 10You are observing religious days andmonths and seasons
and years. 11 I fear for you that mywork for youmay have been in vain.
12 I begyou, brothers and sisters, become likeme, because I havebecome
like you. You have doneme nowrong!

Personal Appeal of Paul
13 But you know it was because of a physical illness that I first pro-

claimed the gospel to you, 14 and though my physical condition put you
to the test, you did not despise or reject me. Instead, you welcomed me
as though I were an angel of God, as though I were Christ Jesus himself!
15Where then is your sense of happiness now? For I testify about you
that if it were possible, you would have pulled out your eyes and given
them to me! 16 So then, have I become your enemy by telling you the
truth?

17 They court you eagerly, but for no good purpose; they want to
exclude you, so that you would seek them eagerly. 18However, it is good
to be sought eagerly for a good purpose at all times, and not only when
I am present with you. 19 My children – I am again undergoing birth
pains until Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I could be with you now
and changemy tone of voice, because I am perplexed about you.

AnAppeal fromAllegory
21 Tell me, you who want to be under the law, do you not understand

the law? 22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave
woman and the other by the free woman. 23 But one, the son by the
slave woman, was born by natural descent, while the other, the son by
the free woman, was born through the promise. 24These things may be
treated as an allegory, for these women represent two covenants. One
is from Mount Sinai bearing children for slavery; this is Hagar. 25Now
Hagar represents Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem
above is free, and she is our mother. 27For it is written:
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“ Rejoice, O barrenwomanwho does not bear children;
break forth and shout, youwho have no birth pains,
because the children of the desolate woman aremore numerous
than those of the womanwho has a husband.”

28But you, brothers and sisters, are children of the promise like Isaac.
29 But just as at that time the one born by natural descent persecuted
the one born according to the Spirit, so it is now. 30 But what does the
scripture say? “ Throw out the slave woman and her son, for the son of
the slave woman will not share the inheritance with the son” of the free
woman. 31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the
slave woman but of the free woman.

5
1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not be

subject again to the yoke of slavery. 2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if you
let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you at all!
3And I testify again to every man who lets himself be circumcised that
he is obligated to obey thewhole law. 4Youwhoare trying to be declared
righteous by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen
away from grace! 5For through the Spirit, by faith, we wait expectantly
for the hope of righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision carries any weight – the only thing that matters is
faith working through love.

7You were running well; who prevented you from obeying the truth?
8 This persuasion does not come from the one who calls you! 9 A little
yeast makes thewhole batch of dough rise! 10 I am confident in the Lord
that youwill accept no other view. But the onewho is confusing youwill
pay the penalty, whoever he may be. 11 Now, brothers and sisters, if I
am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that
case the offense of the cross has been removed. 12 I wish those agitators
would go so far as to castrate themselves!

Practice Love
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not

use your freedom as an opportunity to indulge your flesh, but through
love serve one another. 14 For the whole law can be summed up
in a single commandment, namely, “ You must love your neighbor as
yourself.” 15However, if you continually bite and devour one another,
beware that you are not consumed by one another. 16 But I say, live
by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh. 17 For
the flesh has desires that are opposed to the Spirit, and the Spirit has
desires that are opposed to the flesh, for these are in opposition to
each other, so that you cannot do what you want. 18 But if you are
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the
flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, depravity, 20 idolatry,
sorcery, hostilities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish rivalries,
dissensions, factions, 21 envying, murder, drunkenness, carousing, and
similar things. I am warning you, as I had warned you before: Those
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God!

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. Against such
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things there is no law. 24Now those who belong to Christ have crucified
thefleshwith itspassionsanddesires. 25 Ifwe liveby theSpirit, letusalso
behave in accordance with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, being jealous of one another.

6
1 Brothers and sisters, if a person is discovered in some sin, you who

are spiritual restore such a person in a spirit of gentleness. Pay close
attention to yourselves, so that you are not tempted too. 2 Carry one
another’s burdens, and in this way youwill fulfill the law of Christ. 3For
if anyone thinkshe is somethingwhenhe isnothing, hedeceiveshimself.
4Let each one examine his ownwork. Then he can take pride in himself
and not compare himself with someone else. 5 For each one will carry
his own load.

6Nowtheonewhoreceives instruction in thewordmust shareall good
things with the onewho teaches it. 7Do not be deceived. Godwill not be
made a fool. For a person will reap what he sows, 8 because the person
who sows to his own flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the
one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So we
must not growweary indoing good, for in due timewewill reap, ifwedo
not give up. 10So then, wheneverwe have an opportunity, let us do good
to all people, and especially to those who belong to the family of faith.

Final Instructions and Benediction
11 See what big letters I make as I write to you withmy own hand!
12 Those who want to make a good showing in external matters are

trying to force you to be circumcised. They do so only to avoid being
persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For those who are circumcised do
not obey the law themselves, but they want you to be circumcised so
that they can boast about your flesh. 14 But may I never boast except
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing thatmatters is a new
creation! 16And all who will behave in accordance with this rule, peace
andmercy be on them, and on the Israel of God.

17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear the marks of
Jesus onmy body.

18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and
sisters. Amen.
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Ephesians

Salutation
1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints

[in Ephesus], the faithful in Christ Jesus. 2Grace and peace to you from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Spiritual Blessings in Christ
3 Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has

blessed uswith every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in Christ.
4Forhechoseus inChrist before the foundationof theworld thatwemay
beholyandunblemished inhis sight in love. 5Hedid thisbypredestining
us to adoption as his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the pleasure
of his will – 6 to the praise of the glory of his grace that he has freely
bestowed on us in his dearly loved Son. 7 In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace 8 that he lavished onus in all wisdomand insight. 9He
did this when he revealed to us the secret of his will, according to his
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 toward the administration of
the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ – the things in
heaven and the things on earth. 11 In Christ we too have been claimed as
God’s own possession, since we were predestined according to the one
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel
of his will 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
would be to the praise of his glory. 13 And when you heard the word
of truth (the gospel of your salvation) – when you believed in Christ –
youweremarkedwith the seal of the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the
down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of God’s own
possession, to the praise of his glory.

Prayer forWisdom and Revelation
15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus

and your love for all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you
when I remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and
revelation in your growing knowledge of him, 18 – since the eyes of your
heart have been enlightened – so that you may know what is the hope
of his calling, what is thewealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
19 and what is the incomparable greatness of his power toward us who
believe, as displayed in the exercise of his immense strength. 20 This
power he exercised in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms 21 far above every
rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And God put
all things under Christ’s feet, and he gave him to the church as head over
all things. 23Now the church is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.
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2
1 And although you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in

which you formerly lived according to thisworld’s present path, accord-
ing to the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the ruler of the spirit that is
now energizing the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom all of us also
formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh, indulging the
desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath
even as the rest…

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which
he loved us, 5 even though we were dead in transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ – by grace you are saved! – 6 and he raised
us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, 7 to demonstrate in the coming ages the surpassing wealth of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you are saved
through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 it is
not fromworks, so thatnoone canboast. 10Forwearehisworkmanship,
having been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared
beforehand so wemay do them.

NewLife Corporately
11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh

– who are called “uncircumcision” by the so-called “circumcision” that
is performed on the body by human hands – 12 that you were at that
time without the Messiah, alienated from the citizenship of Israel and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope andwithout God
in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who used to be far away
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace,
the one who made both groups into one and who destroyed the middle
wall of partition, the hostility, 15when he nullified in his flesh the law
of commandments in decrees. He did this to create in himself one new
man out of two, thusmaking peace, 16and to reconcile them both in one
body to God through the cross, by which the hostility has been killed.
17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace
to those who were near, 18 so that through him we both have access in
one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer foreigners and
noncitizens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of
God’s household, 20because youhavebeenbuilt on the foundationof the
apostles andprophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In
him the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple
in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit.

3
1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you

Gentiles – 2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace
that was given to me for you, 3 that by revelation the divine secret was
made known to me, as I wrote before briefly. 4When reading this, you
will be able to understandmy insight into this secret of Christ. 5Now this
secret was not disclosed to people in former generations as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, 6 namely,
that through the gospel the Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellowmembers of
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the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus. 7 I became
a servant of this gospel according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given to me by the exercise of his power. 8 To me – less than the least
of all the saints – this grace was given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ 9 and to enlighten everyone about God’s
secret plan – a secret that has been hidden for ages in God who has
created all things. 10 The purpose of this enlightenment is that through
the church the multifaceted wisdom of God should now be disclosed
to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly realms. 11 This was
according to the eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus
our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and confident access to God
because of Christ’s faithfulness. 13 For this reason I ask you not to lose
heart because of what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.

Prayer for Strengthened Love
14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every

family in heaven and on the earth is named. 16 I pray that according
to the wealth of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with
power through his Spirit in the inner person, 17 that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith, so that, because you have been rooted and
grounded in love, 18 you may be able to comprehend with all the saints
what is thebreadthand lengthandheight anddepth, 19and thus to know
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that youmay be filled up
to all the fullness of God.

20Now to himwho by the power that is workingwithin us is able to do
far beyond all that we ask or think, 21 to him be the glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

4
1 I, therefore, the prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live worthily of

the calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you too were called to the one hope of
your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.

7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of
the gift of Christ. 8 Therefore it says, “ When he ascended on high he
captured captives; he gave gifts to men.” 9 Now what is the meaning
of “ he ascended,” except that he also descended to the lower regions,
namely, the earth? 10He, the very one who descended, is also the one
who ascended above all the heavens, in order to fill all things. 11 It was
he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists,
and some as pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, that is, to build up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God – a mature
person, attaining to the measure of Christ’s full stature. 14 So we are no
longer to be children, tossed back and forth bywaves and carried about
byeverywindof teachingby the trickeryofpeoplewhocraftily carryout
their deceitful schemes. 15But practicing the truth in love, we will in all
things grow up into Christ, who is the head. 16Fromhim thewhole body
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grows, fitted and held together through every supporting ligament. As
each one does its part, the body grows in love.

Live in Holiness
17 So I say this, and insist in the Lord, that you no longer live as the

Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in
their understanding, being alienated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them due to the hardness of their hearts. 19Because
they are callous, they have given themselves over to indecency for the
practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 20 But you did not
learn about Christ like this, 21 if indeed you heard about him and were
taught in him, just as the truth is in Jesus. 22 You were taught with
reference to your formerwayof life to lay aside the oldmanwho is being
corrupted in accordance with deceitful desires, 23 to be renewed in the
spirit of your mind, 24 and to put on the newmanwho has been created
in God’s image – in righteousness and holiness that comes from truth.

25 Therefore, having laid aside falsehood , each one of you speak the
truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry
and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on the cause of your anger.
27Do not give the devil an opportunity. 28The one who steals must steal
no longer; rather he must labor, doing good with his own hands, so that
hemay have something to sharewith the onewho has need. 29Youmust
let no unwholesome word come out of your mouth, but only what is
beneficial for the building up of the one in need, that it may give grace
to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31You must put away every
kind of bitterness, anger, wrath, quarreling, and evil, slanderous talk.
32 Instead, be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another,
just as God in Christ also forgave you.

5
1 Therefore, be imitators of God as dearly loved children 2 and live in

love, just as Christ also loved us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial and
fragrant offering toGod. 3Butamongyou theremustnotbeeither sexual
immorality, impurity of any kind, or greed, as these arenot fitting for the
saints. 4 Neither should there be vulgar speech, foolish talk, or coarse
jesting – all of which are out of character – but rather thanksgiving. 5For
you can be confident of this one thing: that no person who is immoral,
impure, or greedy (such a person is an idolater) has any inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and God.

Live in the Light
6 Let nobody deceive you with empty words, for because of these

things God’s wrath comes on the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do
not bepartakerswith them, 8 for youwere at one timedarkness, but now
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of the light – 9 for the fruit of
the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth – 10 trying to
learnwhat is pleasing to the Lord. 11Do not participate in the unfruitful
deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For the things they do in
secret are shameful even to mention. 13But all things being exposed by
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the light are made evident. 14 For everything made evident is light, and
for this reason it says:
“Awake, O sleeper!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you!”

LiveWisely
15 Therefore be very careful how you live – not as unwise but as

wise, 16 taking advantage of every opportunity, because the days are
evil. 17 For this reason do not be foolish, but be wise by understanding
what the Lord’s will is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, which is
debauchery, but be filled by the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making music in your
hearts to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for each
other in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 and submitting to one
another out of reverence for Christ.

Exhortations to Households
22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord, 23 because the

husband is the head of the wife as also Christ is the head of the church
– he himself being the savior of the body. 24 But as the church submits
to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
25Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself for her 26 to sanctify her by cleansing her with the washing of
the water by the word, 27 so that he may present the church to himself
as glorious –not having a stain orwrinkle, or any such blemish, but holy
and blameless. 28 In the sameway husbands ought to love their wives as
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one has
ever hated his own body but he feeds it and takes care of it, just as Christ
alsodoes the church, 30 forwearemembersofhisbody. 31 For this reason
a man will leave his father and mother and will be joined to his wife, and
the twowill become one flesh. 32This mystery is great – but I am actually
speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless, each
one of youmust also love his ownwife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.

6
1Children, obeyyourparents in theLord for this is right. 2“Honoryour

father and mother,,*”which is the first commandment accompanied by
a promise, namely, 3 “ that it may go well with you and that you will live a
long time on the earth.”

4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but raise them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

5 Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling, in the
sincerityofyourheart as toChrist, 6not like thosewhodo theirworkonly
when someone is watching – as people-pleasers – but as slaves of Christ
doing the will of God from the heart. 7Obeywith enthusiasm, as though
serving the Lord and not people, 8 because you know that each person,
whether slave or free, if he does something good, this will be rewarded
by the Lord.
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9Masters, treat your slaves the sameway, giving up the use of threats,
because you know that both you and they have the same master in
heaven, and there is no favoritismwith him.

Exhortations for SpiritualWarfare
10Finally, be strengthened in the Lord and in the strength of his power.

11Clothe yourselveswith the full armor ofGod so that youmaybe able to
stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the
world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavens. 13 For this reason, take up the full armor of God so that you
may be able to stand your ground on the evil day, and having done
everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm therefore, by fastening the belt of
truth around yourwaist, by putting on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 by fitting your feet with the preparation that comes from the good
news of peace, 16 and in all of this, by taking up the shield of faith with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17And
take thehelmetof salvationand the swordof theSpirit,which is theword
of God. 18With every prayer and petition, pray at all times in the Spirit,
and to this end be alert, with all perseverance and requests for all the
saints. 19Pray forme also, that I may be given themessage when I begin
to speak – that I may confidentlymake known themystery of the gospel,
20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may be able to
speak boldly as I ought to speak.

Farewell Comments
21 Tychicus, my dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will

make everything known to you, so that you too may know about my
circumstances, how I am doing. 22 I have sent him to you for this
very purpose, that you may know our circumstances and that he may
encourage your hearts.

23 Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith, from God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all of those who love
our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
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Philippians
Salutation

1 From Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in
Christ Jesuswho are in Philippi, with the overseers and deacons. 2Grace
and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Prayer for the Church
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 I always pray with joy

in my every prayer for all of you 5 because of your participation in the
gospel from the first day until now. 6 For I am sure of this very thing,
that the onewho began a goodwork in youwill perfect it until the day of
Christ Jesus. 7For it is right forme to think this about all of you, because I
have you inmyheart, since both inmy imprisonment and in the defense
and confirmation of the gospel all of you becamepartners inGod’s grace
together with me. 8 For God is my witness that I long for all of you with
the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And I pray this, that your lovemay abound
even more and more in knowledge and every kind of insight 10 so that
you can decide what is best, and thus be sincere and blameless for the
day of Christ, 11filledwith the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.

Ministry as a Prisoner
12 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that my situation has

actually turned out to advance the gospel: 13 The whole imperial guard
and everyone else knows that I am in prison for the sake of Christ,
14 and most of the brothers and sisters, having confidence in the Lord
because of my imprisonment, now more than ever dare to speak the
word fearlessly.

15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ from envy and rivalry, but
others from goodwill. 16 The latter do so from love because they know
that I am placed here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former
proclaim Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, because they think
they can cause trouble forme inmy imprisonment. 18What is the result?
Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is being
proclaimed, and in this I rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that this will turn out

for my deliverance through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ. 20Myconfident hope is that Iwill in noway be ashamedbut
that with complete boldness, even now as always, Christ will be exalted
inmybody,whether I live or die. 21For tome, living is Christ anddying is
gain. 22Now if I am to go on living in the body, this will mean productive
work for me, yet I don’t know which I prefer: 23 I feel torn between the
two, because I have a desire to depart and bewith Christ, which is better
by far, 24but it ismorevital for your sake that I remain in thebody. 25And
since I am sure of this, I know that I will remain and continuewith all of
you for the sake of your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that what you
canbe proud ofmay increase because ofme in Christ Jesus, when I come
back to you.
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27Only conduct yourselves in amanner worthy of the gospel of Christ
so that – whether I come and see you or whether I remain absent – I
should hear that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind,
by contending side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and by not
being intimidated in any way by your opponents. This is a sign of their
destruction, but of your salvation – a sign which is from God. 29 For it
has been granted to you not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer
for him, 30 since you are encountering the same conflict that you sawme
face and now hear that I am facing.

2
1 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort

provided by love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any affection or mercy,
2 complete my joy and be of the same mind, by having the same love,
being united in spirit, and having one purpose. 3 Instead of being
motivated by selfish ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility,
be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself. 4Each
of you shouldbe concernednot only about your own interests, but about
the interests of others as well. 5 You should have the same attitude
toward one another that Christ Jesus had, 6
who though he existed in the form of God
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
7but emptied himself
by taking on the form of a slave,
by looking like other men,
and by sharing in human nature.
8He humbled himself,
by becoming obedient to the point of death
– even death on a cross!
9As a result God exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow
– in heaven and on earth and under the earth –
11and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord
to the glory of God the Father.

Lights in theWorld
12So then,mydear friends, just as youhave always obeyed, not only in

my presence but even more in my absence, continue working out your
salvation with awe and reverence, 13 for the one bringing forth in you
both the desire and the effort – for the sake of his good pleasure – is God.
14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may be
blameless and pure, children of Godwithout blemish though you live in
a crooked and perverse society, inwhich you shine as lights in theworld
16by holding on to theword of life so that on the day of Christ I will have
a reason to boast that I did not run in vain nor labor in vain. 17But even
if I ambeing poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service
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of your faith, I am glad and rejoice together with all of you. 18And in the
sameway you also should be glad and rejoice together withme.

Models forMinistry
19Now I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I

toomaybe encouragedbyhearingnews about you. 20For there is no one
here like him who will readily demonstrate his deep concern for you.
21 Others are busy with their own concerns, not those of Jesus Christ.
22Butyouknowhisqualifications, that likea sonworkingwithhis father,
he served with me in advancing the gospel. 23 So I hope to send him as
soon as I knowmore about my situation, 24 though I am confident in the
Lord that I too will be coming to see you soon.

25 But for now I have considered it necessary to send Epaphroditus
to you. For he is my brother, coworker and fellow soldier, and your
messenger and minister to me in my need. 26 Indeed, he greatly missed
all of youandwasdistressedbecause youheard that hehadbeen ill. 27 In
fact he became so ill that he nearly died. But God showed mercy to him
– and not to him only, but also to me – so that I would not have grief on
top of grief. 28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that
when you see him again you can rejoice and I can be free from anxiety.
29Sowelcome him in the Lordwith great joy, and honor people like him,
30since itwasbecauseof theworkofChrist thathealmostdied. Herisked
his life so that he couldmake up for your inability to serveme.

3
1 Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! To write this

again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.
2Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of thosewho

mutilate the flesh! 3For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship
by the Spirit of God, exult in Christ Jesus, and do not rely on human
credentials 4 – though mine too are significant. If someone thinks he
has good reasons to put confidence in human credentials, I have more:
5 I was circumcised on the eighth day, from the people of Israel and the
tribe of Benjamin, aHebrewofHebrews. I lived according to the lawas a
Pharisee. 6 In my zeal for God I persecuted the church. According to the
righteousness stipulated in the law I was blameless. 7But these assets I
have come to regard as liabilities because of Christ. 8More than that, I
now regard all things as liabilities compared to the far greater value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things – indeed, I regard them as dung! – that I may gain Christ, 9and be
found inhim,notbecause Ihavemyownrighteousnessderived fromthe
law, but because I have the righteousness that comes by way of Christ’s
faithfulness – a righteousness from God that is in fact based on Christ’s
faithfulness. 10My aim is to know him, to experience the power of his
resurrection, to share in his sufferings, and to be like him in his death,
11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Keep Going Forward
12 Not that I have already attained this – that is, I have not already

been perfected – but I strive to lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus
also laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself
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to have attained this. Instead I am single-minded: Forgetting the things
that are behind and reaching out for the things that are ahead, 14with
this goal in mind, I strive toward the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. 15Therefore let those of us who are “perfect” embrace this
point of view. If you think otherwise, God will reveal to you the error of
your ways. 16Nevertheless, let us live up to the standard that we have
already attained.

17Be imitators of me, brothers and sisters, and watch carefully those
who are living this way, just as you have us as an example. 18 For many
live, aboutwhomIhaveoften toldyou, andnow,with tears, I tell you that
they are the enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction,
their god is the belly, they exult in their shame, and they think about
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven – and we also await
a savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform these
humble bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious body bymeans of
that power by which he is able to subject all things to himself.

4
1So then,my brothers and sisters, dear friendswhom I long to see, my

joy and crown, stand in the Lord in this way, my dear friends!
2 I appeal to Euodia and to Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I say

also to you, true companion, help them. They have struggled together in
the gospelministry alongwithmeandClement andmyother coworkers,
whose names are in the book of life. 4Rejoice in the Lord always. Again
I say, rejoice! 5 Let everyone see your gentleness. The Lord is near!
6Do not be anxious about anything. Instead, in every situation, through
prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell your requests to God. 7And
thepeace ofGod that surpasses all understandingwill guard yourhearts
andminds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of
respect, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if something is excellent or praiseworthy, think about
these things. 9Andwhat you learned and received andheard and saw in
me, do these things. And the God of peace will be with you.

Appreciation for Support
10 I have great joy in the Lord because now at last you have again ex-

pressed your concern for me. (Now I know you were concerned before
but had no opportunity to do anything.) 11 I am not saying this because I
am in need, for I have learned to be content in any circumstance. 12 I
have experienced times of need and times of abundance. In any and
every circumstance I have learned the secret of contentment, whether I
go satisfiedorhungry, haveplentyornothing. 13 I amable todoall things
through the one who strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless, you did well to
share withme inmy trouble.

15 And as you Philippians know, at the beginning of my gospel min-
istry, when I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in this matter
of giving and receiving except you alone. 16For even in Thessalonica on
more than one occasion you sent something for my need. 17 I do not say
this because I am seeking a gift. Rather, I seek the credit that abounds
to your account. 18 For I have received everything, and I have plenty. I
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have all I need because I received from Epaphroditus what you sent – a
fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, very pleasing to God. 19 And
my God will supply your every need according to his glorious riches in
Christ Jesus. 20May glory be given to God our Father forever and ever.
Amen.

Final Greetings
21 Give greetings to all the saints in Christ Jesus. The brothers with

me here send greetings. 22All the saints greet you, especially those who
belong to Caesar’s household. 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit.
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Colossians
Salutation

1From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy
our brother, 2 to the saints, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ, at
Colossae. Grace and peace to you from God our Father!

Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer for the Church
3We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

when we pray for you, 4 since we heard about your faith in Christ Jesus
and the love that you have for all the saints. 5 Your faith and love have
arisen from the hope laid up for you in heaven, which you have heard
about in the message of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. Just as
in the entireworld this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, so it has also
been bearing fruit and growing among you from the first day you heard
it and understood the grace of God in truth. 7 You learned the gospel
from Epaphras, our dear fellow slave – a faithful minister of Christ on
our behalf – 8who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

Paul’s Prayer for the Growth of the Church
9 For this reason we also, from the day we heard about you, have not

ceased praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge
of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you
may live worthily of the Lord and please him in all respects – bearing
fruit in every good deed, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might for the
display of all patience and steadfastness, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the
Father who has qualified you to share in the saints’ inheritance in the
light. 13He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whomwe have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.

The Supremacy of Christ
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation,
16 for all things in heaven and on earth were created by him – all

things, whether visible or invisible, whether thrones or domin-
ions, whether principalities or powers – all things were created
through him and for him.

17He himself is before all things and all things are held together in him.
18He is the head of the body, the church, as well as the beginning, the

firstborn from among the dead, so that he himself may become
first in all things.

19For Godwas pleased to have all his fullness dwell in the Son
20 and through him to reconcile all things to himself by making peace

through the blood of his cross – through him, whether things on
earth or things in heaven.

Paul’s Goal inMinistry
21 And you were at one time strangers and enemies in your minds

as expressed through your evil deeds, 22 but now he has reconciled
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you by his physical body through death to present you holy, without
blemish, and blameless before him – 23 if indeed you remain in the faith,
established and firm, without shifting from the hope of the gospel that
you heard. This gospel has also been preached in all creation under
heaven, and I, Paul, have become its servant.

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and I fill up in my physical
body – for the sake of his body, the church – what is lacking in the
sufferings of Christ. 25 I became a servant of the church according to the
stewardship from God – given to me for you – in order to complete the
word of God, 26 that is, the mystery that has been kept hidden from ages
and generations, but has nowbeen revealed to his saints. 27Godwanted
to make known to them the glorious riches of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28We proclaim him
by instructing and teaching all people with all wisdom so that we may
present every person mature in Christ. 29 Toward this goal I also labor,
struggling according to his power that powerfully works inme.

2
1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you, and

for those in Laodicea, and for those who have not met me face to face.
2My goal is that their hearts, having been knit together in love, may be
encouraged, and that theymay have all the riches that assurance brings
in their understanding of the knowledge of the mystery of God, namely,
Christ, 3 inwhomarehiddenall the treasures ofwisdomandknowledge.
4 I say this so that no onewill deceive you through arguments that sound
reasonable. 5For though I amabsent fromyou inbody, I ampresentwith
you in spirit, rejoicing to see yourmorale and the firmness of your faith
in Christ.

Warnings Against the Adoption of False Philosophies
6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to

live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and firm in your
faith just as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 8 Be
careful not to allow anyone to captivate you through an empty, deceitful
philosophy that is according to human traditions and the elemental
spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him all the
fullness of deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been filled in him,
who is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 In him you also
were circumcised – not, however, with a circumcision performed by
human hands, but by the removal of the fleshly body, that is, through
the circumcision done by Christ. 12 Having been buried with him in
baptism, you also have been raised with him through your faith in the
power of God who raised him from the dead. 13 And even though you
were dead in your transgressions and in the uncircumcision of your
flesh, he neverthelessmade you alivewith him, having forgiven all your
transgressions. 14He has destroyed what was against us, a certificate of
indebtedness expressed in decrees opposed to us. He has taken it away
by nailing it to the cross. 15Disarming the rulers and authorities, he has
made a public disgrace of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

16Therefore do not let anyone judge youwith respect to food or drink,
or in thematter of a feast, newmoon, or Sabbath days – 17 these are only
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the shadow of the things to come, but the reality is Christ! 18Let no one
who delights in humility and the worship of angels pass judgment on
you. That person goes on at great lengths about what he has supposedly
seen, but he is puffed up with empty notions by his fleshly mind. 19He
has not held fast to the head fromwhom thewhole body, supported and
knit together through its ligaments and sinews, growswithagrowth that
is from God.

20 If you have died with Christ to the elemental spirits of the world,
why do you submit to them as though you lived in the world? 21 “Do
not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!” 22 These are all destined
to perish with use, founded as they are on human commands and
teachings. 23 Even though they have the appearance of wisdom with
their self-imposedworship and false humility achieved by anunsparing
treatment of the body – a wisdom with no true value – they in reality
result in fleshly indulgence.

3
1 Therefore, if you have been raised with Christ, keep seeking the

things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Keep
thinking about things above, not things on the earth, 3 for you have
died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ (who
is your life) appears, then you too will be revealed in glory with him.
5 So put to death whatever in your nature belongs to the earth: sexual
immorality, impurity, shameful passion, evil desire, and greed which
is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming on the
sons of disobedience. 7You also lived your lives in this way at one time,
when you used to live among them. 8 But now, put off all such things
as anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive language from your mouth.
9 Do not lie to one another since you have put off the old man with
its practices 10 and have been clothed with the new man that is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of the onewho created it.
11Here there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all and in all.

Exhortation to Unity and Love
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and dearly loved, clothe

yourselves with a heart of mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience, 13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if
someone happens to have a complaint against anyone else. Just as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also forgive others. 14 And to all these
virtues add love, which is the perfect bond. 15Let the peace of Christ be
in control in your heart (for you were in fact called as one body to this
peace), and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and exhorting one another with all wisdom, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, all with grace in your hearts to God. 17And
whatever you do inword or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Exhortation to Households
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the
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Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become
disheartened. 22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in every respect, not
onlywhen theyarewatching – like thosewhoare strictlypeople-pleasers
– but with a sincere heart, fearing the Lord. 23Whatever you are doing,
work at it with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not for people, 24because
you know that you will receive your inheritance from the Lord as the
reward. Serve the Lord Christ. 25 For the one who does wrong will be
repaid for his wrong, and there are no exceptions.

4
1 Masters, treat your slaves with justice and fairness, because you

know that you also have amaster in heaven.
Exhortation to Pray for the Success of Paul’sMission

2 Be devoted to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the
same time pray for us too, that God may open a door for the message so
that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.
4 Pray that I may make it known as I should. 5 Conduct yourselves with
wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunities. 6 Let
your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you should answer everyone.

Personal Greetings and Instructions
7 Tychicus, a dear brother, faithful minister, and fellow slave in the

Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I sent him to you for this
very purpose, that you may know how we are doing and that he may
encourage your hearts. 9 I sent himwithOnesimus, the faithful and dear
brother, who is one of you. They will tell you about everything here.

10Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you greetings, as does Mark,
the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions; if he
comes to you, welcome him). 11 And Jesus who is called Justus also
sends greetings. In terms of Jewish converts, these are the only fellow
workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me.
12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a slave of Christ, greets you. He
is always struggling in prayer on your behalf, so that you may stand
mature and fully assured in all the will of God. 13 For I can testify that
he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis.
14Our dear friend Luke the physician and Demas greet you. 15Give my
greetings to the brothers and sisterswhoare inLaodicea and toNympha
and the church that meets in her house. 16And after you have read this
letter, have it read to the churchof Laodicea. In turn, read the letter from
Laodicea as well. 17And tell Archippus, “See to it that you complete the
ministry you received in the Lord.”

18 I, Paul, write this greeting by my own hand. Remember my chains.
Grace be with you.



1 Thessalonians 1:1 254 1 Thessalonians 2:13

1 Thessalonians
Salutation

1 From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalo-
nians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace and peace to
you!

Thanksgiving for Response to the Gospel
2We thank God always for all of you as we mention you constantly in

our prayers, 3 because we recall in the presence of our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and endurance of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. 4We know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has
chosen you, 5 in that our gospel did not come to you merely in words,
but in power and in theHoly Spirit andwith deep conviction (surely you
recall the characterwedisplayedwhenwecameamongyou tohelpyou).

6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, when you received
the message with joy that comes from the Holy Spirit, despite great
affliction. 7 As a result you became an example to all the believers
in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For from you the message of the Lord
has echoed forth not just in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
reports of your faith in God have spread, so that we do not need to say
anything. 9 For people everywhere report how you welcomed us and
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God 10and
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus
our deliverer from the coming wrath.

2
1 For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, about our coming to

you – it has not proven to be purposeless. 2 But although we suffered
earlier andweremistreated inPhilippi, as youknow,wehad the courage
inourGod todeclare toyou thegospel ofGod in spiteofmuchopposition.
3For the appeal we make does not come from error or impurity or with
deceit, 4but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with
the gospel, so we declare it, not to please people but God, who examines
our hearts. 5 For we never appeared with flattering speech, as you
know, nor with a pretext for greed – God is our witness – 6 nor to seek
glory from people, either from you or from others, 7 although we could
have imposed our weight as apostles of Christ; instead we became little
children amongyou. Like anursingmother caring for her ownchildren,
8with such affection for you we were happy to share with you not only
the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become dear
to us. 9 For you recall, brothers and sisters, our toil and drudgery: By
working night and day so as not to impose a burden on any of you, we
preached to you the gospel of God. 10You arewitnesses, and so is God, as
to how holy and righteous and blameless our conduct was toward you
whobelieve. 11Asyouknow,we treatedeachoneof youasa father treats
his own children, 12 exhorting and encouraging you and insisting that
you live in a way worthy of God who calls you to his own kingdom and
his glory. 13And sowe too constantly thank God that when you received
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God’s message that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human
message, but as it truly is, God’s message, which is at work among you
who believe. 14For you became imitators, brothers and sisters, of God’s
churches in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, because you too suffered the
same things from your own countrymen as they in fact did from the
Jews, 15who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted
us severely. They are displeasing to God and are opposed to all people,
16because they hinder us from speaking to the Gentiles so that theymay
be saved. Thus they constantly fill up their measure of sins, but wrath
has come upon them completely.

Forced Absence from Thessalonica
17 But when we were separated from you, brothers and sisters, for a

short time (in presence, not in affection)we became all themore fervent
in our great desire to see you in person. 18Forwewanted to come to you
(I, Paul, in fact tried againandagain) but Satan thwartedus. 19Forwho is
our hope or joy or crown to boast of before our Lord Jesus at his coming?
Is it not of course you? 20For you are our glory and joy!

3
1 So when we could bear it no longer, we decided to stay on in Athens

alone. 2We sent Timothy, our brother and fellow worker for God in the
gospel of Christ, to strengthen you and encourage you about your faith,
3 so that no onewould be shaken by these afflictions. For you yourselves
know that we are destined for this. 4For in fact whenwewerewith you,
we were telling you in advance that we would suffer affliction, and so
it has happened, as you well know. 5 So when I could bear it no longer,
I sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter somehow
tempted you and our toil had proven useless.

6ButnowTimothyhas come tous fromyouandgivenus thegoodnews
of your faith and love and that you always think of uswith affection and
long to see us just as we also long to see you! 7 So in all our distress and
affliction, we were reassured about you, brothers and sisters, through
your faith. 8 For now we are alive again, if you stand firm in the Lord.
9 For how can we thank God enough for you, for all the joy we feel
because of you before our God? 10We pray earnestly night and day to
see you in person andmake upwhat may be lacking in your faith.

11Nowmay God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct ourway
to you. 12 And may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love
for one another and for all, just as we do for you, 13 so that your hearts
are strengthened in holiness to be blameless before our God and Father
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

4
1 Finally then, brothers and sisters, we ask you and urge you in the

Lord Jesus, that as you received instruction fromus about howyoumust
live and please God (as you are in fact living) that you do so more and
more. 2 For you know what commands we gave you through the Lord
Jesus. 3 For this is God’s will: that you become holy, that you keep away
from sexual immorality, 4 that each of you know how to possess his own
body in holiness and honor, 5not in lustful passion like the Gentiles who
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do not know God. 6 In this matter no one should violate the rights of his
brother or take advantage of him, because the Lord is the avenger in all
these cases, as we also told you earlier and warned you solemnly. 7 For
God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. 8 Consequently the one
who rejects this is not rejecting human authority but God, who gives his
Holy Spirit to you.

9Now on the topic of brotherly love you have no need for anyone to
write you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another.
10 And indeed you are practicing it toward all the brothers and sisters
in all ofMacedonia. But we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do somore
andmore, 11 to aspire to lead a quiet life, to attend to your own business,
and to work with your hands, as we commanded you. 12 In this way you
will live a decent life before outsiders and not be in need.

The Lord Returns for Believers
13 Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,

about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who
have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also
we believe that Godwill bring with him those who have fallen asleep as
Christians. 15Forwe tell you thisby thewordof theLord, thatwewhoare
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not go ahead
of those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down
from heaven with a shout of command, with the voice of the archangel,
andwith the trumpet ofGod, and thedead inChristwill risefirst. 17Then
wewho are alive, who are left, will be suddenly caught up togetherwith
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be
with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

5
1Nowon the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, youhave

no need for anything to bewritten to you. 2For you knowquitewell that
the day of the Lord will come in the same way as a thief in the night.
3Nowwhen they are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction comes on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and
they will surely not escape. 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in
the darkness for the day to overtake you like a thief would. 5 For you
all are sons of the light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor
of the darkness. 6 So then we must not sleep as the rest, but must stay
alert and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night and those who get
drunk are drunk at night. 8 But since we are of the day, we must stay
sober by putting on the breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet our
hope for salvation. 9For God did not destine us forwrath but for gaining
salvation throughourLord JesusChrist. 10Hedied forus so thatwhether
wearealert orasleepwewill come to life togetherwithhim. 11Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, just as you are in fact
doing.

Final Instructions
12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who

labor among you and preside over you in the Lord and admonish you,
13 and to esteem them most highly in love because of their work. Be
at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters,
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admonish the undisciplined, comfort the discouraged, help theweak, be
patient toward all. 15 See that no one pays back evil for evil to anyone,
but always pursue what is good for one another and for all. 16 Always
rejoice, 17 constantly pray, 18 in everything give thanks. For this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus. 19Do not extinguish the Spirit. 20Do not treat
prophecies with contempt. 21But examine all things; hold fast towhat is
good. 22 Stay away from every form of evil.

Conclusion
23Now may the God of peace himself make you completely holy and

may your spirit and soul and body be kept entirely blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is trustworthy, and
he will in fact do this. 25Brothers and sisters, pray for us too. 26Greet all
the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. 27 I call on you solemnly in the
Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers and sisters. 28 The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.



2 Thessalonians 1:1 258 2 Thessalonians 2:10

2 Thessalonians
Salutation

1 From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalo-
nians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2Grace and peace to
you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving
3 We ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters, and

rightly so, because your faith flourishes more and more and the love
of each one of you all for one another is ever greater. 4 As a result we
ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your perseverance
and faith in all the persecutions and afflictions you are enduring.

Encouragement in Persecution
5 This is evidence of God’s righteous judgment, to make you worthy

of the kingdom of God, for which in fact you are suffering. 6 For it is
right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to you
who are being afflicted to give rest togetherwith uswhen the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels. 8 With flaming fire he
will mete out punishment on thosewho do not knowGod and do not obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will undergo the penalty of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
strength, 10when he comes to be glorified among his saints and admired
on that dayamongallwhohavebelieved –andyoudid in fact believeour
testimony. 11And in this regardwepray for youalways, that ourGodwill
make youworthy of his calling and fulfill by his power your every desire
for goodness and every work of faith, 12 that the name of our Lord Jesus
may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1 Now regarding the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being

gathered to be with him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be
easily shaken from your composure or disturbed by any kind of spirit
or message or letter allegedly from us, to the effect that the day of the
Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day
will not arrive until the rebellion comes and the man of lawlessness is
revealed, the son of destruction. 4He opposes and exalts himself above
every so-called god or object of worship, and as a result he takes his seat
in God’s temple, displaying himself as God. 5Surely you recall that I used
to tell you these thingswhile Iwas stillwith you. 6And so youknowwhat
holds him back, so that he will be revealed in his own time. 7 For the
hidden power of lawlessness is already at work. However, the one who
holds him back will do so until he is taken out of the way, 8 and then the
lawless onewill be revealed,whomtheLordwill destroyby thebreathof
hismouth andwipe out by themanifestation of his arrival. 9The arrival
of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of miracles
and signs and false wonders, 10 and with every kind of evil deception
directedagainst thosewhoareperishing, because they foundnoplace in
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their hearts for the truth so as to be saved. 11Consequently God sends on
them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false. 12And
so all of themwho have not believed the truth but have delighted in evil
will be condemned.

Call to Stand Firm
13Butweought to thankGodalways for you, brothers and sisters loved

by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 14He called
you to this salvation through our gospel, so that you may possess the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 Therefore, brothers and sisters, stand
firmandhold on to the traditions thatwe taught you,whether by speech
or by letter. 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our
Father, who loved us and by grace gave us eternal comfort and good
hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good thing
you do or say.

3
1Finally, pray for us, brothers and sisters, that the Lord’smessagemay

spread quickly andbehonored as in fact itwas among you, 2and thatwe
may be delivered from perverse and evil people. For not all have faith.
3But theLord is faithful, andhewill strengthenyouandprotect you from
the evil one. 4And we are confident about you in the Lord that you are
bothdoing –andwill do –whatweare commanding. 5Nowmay theLord
direct your hearts toward the love of God and the endurance of Christ.

Response to the Undisciplined
6But we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, to keep away from any brother who lives an undisciplined
life and not according to the tradition they received from us. 7 For
you know yourselves how you must imitate us, because we did not
behavewithout discipline amongyou, 8andwedidnot eat anyone’s food
without paying. Instead, in toil and drudgery we worked night and day
in order not to burden any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have
that right, but to give ourselves as an example for you to imitate. 10 For
even when we were with you, we used to give you this command: “If
anyone is not willing to work, neither should he eat.” 11 For we hear
that some among you are living an undisciplined life, not doing their
own work but meddling in the work of others. 12 Now such people
we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and so
provide their own food to eat. 13 But you, brothers and sisters, do not
grow weary in doing what is right. 14 But if anyone does not obey our
message through this letter, take note of himanddonot associate closely
with him, so that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard him as an
enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

Conclusion
16Nowmay the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and

in everyway. The Lord bewith you all. 17 I, Paul, write this greetingwith
my own hand, which is how I write in every letter. 18 The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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1 Timothy
Salutation

1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our
Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 2 to Timothy, my genuine child in
the faith. Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus
our Lord!

Timothy’s Task in Ephesus
3As I urged youwhen Iwas leaving forMacedonia, stay on in Ephesus

to instruct certain people not to spread false teachings, 4 nor to occupy
themselves with myths and interminable genealogies. Such things
promote useless speculations rather than God’s redemptive plan that
operates by faith. 5 But the aim of our instruction is love that comes
from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. 6 Some have
strayed from these and turned away to empty discussion. 7Theywant to
be teachers of the law, but they do not understand what they are saying
or the things they insist on so confidently.

8 But we know that the law is good if someone uses it legitimately,
9realizing that law is not intended for a righteous person, but for lawless
and rebellious people, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and
profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers,
10 sexually immoral people, practicing homosexuals, kidnappers, liars,
perjurers – in fact, for any who live contrary to sound teaching. 11 This
accordswith the glorious gospel of the blessedGod thatwas entrusted to
me.

12 I am grateful to the one who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus our
Lord, because he considered me faithful in putting me into ministry,
13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor, and an
arrogant man. But I was treated with mercy because I acted ignorantly
in unbelief, 14 and our Lord’s grace was abundant, bringing faith and
love in Christ Jesus. 15 This saying is trustworthy and deserves full
acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into theworld to save sinners” – and I am
the worst of them! 16But here is why I was treated with mercy: so that
in me as the worst, Christ Jesus could demonstrate his utmost patience,
as an example for those who are going to believe in him for eternal life.
17Now to the eternal king, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory forever and ever! Amen.

18 I put this charge before you, Timothy my child, in keeping with
the prophecies once spoken about you, in order that with such encour-
agement you may fight the good fight. 19 To do this you must hold
firmly to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and
so have suffered shipwreck in regard to the faith. 20 Among these are
Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I handed over to Satan to be taught
not to blaspheme.

2
1 First of all, then, I urge that requests, prayers, intercessions, and

thanks be offered onbehalf of all people, 2even for kings and allwho are
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in authority, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life in all godliness
and dignity. 3 Such prayer for all is good and welcomed before God our
Savior, 4sincehewants all people tobe savedand to come toaknowledge
of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one intermediary between God
and humanity, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave himself as a
ransom for all, revealing God’s purpose at his appointed time. 7For this
I was appointed a preacher and apostle – I am telling the truth; I am not
lying –anda teacherof theGentiles in faithand truth. 8So Iwant themen
to pray in every place, lifting up holy hands without anger or dispute.

Conduct ofWomen
9 Likewise the women are to dress in suitable apparel, with modesty

and self-control. Their adornment must not be with braided hair and
gold or pearls or expensive clothing, 10but with good deeds, as is proper
for women who profess reverence for God. 11 A woman must learn
quietly with all submissiveness. 12But I do not allow a woman to teach
or exercise authority over a man. She must remain quiet. 13 For Adam
was formed first and then Eve. 14And Adam was not deceived, but the
woman, because she was fully deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But
she will be delivered through childbearing, if she continues in faith and
love and holiness with self-control.

3
1 This saying is trustworthy: “If someone aspires to the office of

overseer, he desires a goodwork.” 2The overseer thenmust be above re-
proach, thehusbandof onewife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, an able teacher, 3 not a drunkard, not violent, but gentle,
not contentious, free from the love of money. 4 He must manage his
own household well and keep his children in control without losing
his dignity. 5 But if someone does not know how to manage his own
household, how will he care for the church of God? 6He must not be a
recent convert or hemay become arrogant and fall into the punishment
that the devil will exact. 7 And he must be well thought of by those
outside the faith, so that he may not fall into disgrace and be caught by
the devil’s trap.

8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not two-faced, not given to
excessive drinking, not greedy for gain, 9 holding to the mystery of the
faith with a clear conscience. 10And these also must be tested first and
then let them serve as deacons if they are found blameless. 11 Likewise
also their wives must be dignified, not slanderous, temperate, faithful
in every respect. 12 Deacons must be husbands of one wife and good
managers of their children and their own households. 13 For those who
have served well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and
great boldness in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Conduct in God’s Church
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these instructions to

you 15 in case I amdelayed, to let you knowhowpeople ought to conduct
themselves in the household of God, because it is the church of the living
God, the support and bulwark of the truth. 16 And we all agree, our
religion contains amazing revelation:
He was revealed in the flesh,
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vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,
proclaimed among Gentiles,
believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.

4
1Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later times some will desert

the faith and occupy themselves with deceiving spirits and demonic
teachings, 2 influenced by the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are
seared. 3Theywill prohibitmarriage and require abstinence from foods
that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe
and know the truth. 4 For every creation of God is good and no food is
to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving. 5 For it is sanctified by
God’s word and by prayer.

6 By pointing out such things to the brothers and sisters, you will be
a good servant of Christ Jesus, having nourished yourself on the words
of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. 7 But
reject thosemyths fit only for the godless and gullible, and train yourself
for godliness. 8 For “physical exercise has some value, but godliness is
valuable in every way. It holds promise for the present life and for the
life to come.” 9 This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance.
10 In fact this is why we work hard and struggle, because we have set
our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of
believers.

11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one look down on you
because you are young, but set an example for the believers in your
speech, conduct, love, faithfulness, and purity. 13 Until I come, give
attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.
14Do not neglect the spiritual gift you have, given to you and confirmed
by prophetic words when the elders laid hands on you. 15 Take pains
with these things; be absorbed in them, so that everyone will see your
progress. 16 Be conscientious about how you live and what you teach.
Persevere in this, because by doing so you will save both yourself and
those who listen to you.

5
1Do not address an older man harshly but appeal to him as a father.

Speak to younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and
younger women as sisters –with complete purity.

3Honor widows who are truly in need. 4 But if a widow has children
or grandchildren, they shouldfirst learn to fulfill their duty toward their
ownhousehold and so repay their parentswhat is owed them. For this is
what pleases God. 5But the widowwho is truly in need, and completely
on her own, has set her hope on God and continues in her pleas and
prayers night and day. 6But the one who lives for pleasure is dead even
while she lives. 7Reinforce these commands, so that theywill be beyond
reproach. 8 But if someone does not provide for his own, especially his
own family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

9No widow should be put on the list unless she is at least sixty years
old,was thewife of onehusband, 10andhas a reputation for goodworks:
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as onewho has raised children, practiced hospitality, washed the feet of
the saints, helped those in distress – as one who has exhibited all kinds
of good works. 11But do not accept younger widows on the list, because
their passions may lead them away from Christ and they will desire to
marry, 12and so incur judgment for breaking their formerpledge. 13And
besides that, going around fromhouse tohouse they learn to be lazy, and
they are not only lazy, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about
things they should not. 14 So I want younger women to marry, raise
children, and manage a household, in order to give the adversary no
opportunity to vilify us. 15 For some have already wandered away to
follow Satan. 16 If a believing woman has widows in her family, let her
help them. The church should not be burdened, so that it may help the
widows who are truly in need.

17Elders who provide effective leadershipmust be counted worthy of
double honor, especially thosewhowork hard in speaking and teaching.
18 For the scripture says, “ Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out
the grain,” and, “The worker deserves his pay.” 19 Do not accept an
accusation against an elder unless it can be confirmed by two or three
witnesses. 20Those guilty of sinmust be rebuked before all, as awarning
to the rest. 21BeforeGod andChrist Jesus and the elect angels, I solemnly
chargeyou to carryout these commandswithoutprejudiceor favoritism
of any kind. 22Do not lay hands on anyone hastily and so identify with
the sins of others. Keep yourself pure. 23 (Stop drinking just water, but
use a little wine for your digestion and your frequent illnesses.) 24 The
sins of some people are obvious, going before them into judgment, but
for others, they show up later. 25 Similarly good works are also obvious,
and the ones that are not cannot remain hidden.

6
1 Those who are under the yoke as slaves must regard their own

masters as deserving of full respect. This will prevent the name of God
and Christian teaching from being discredited. 2 But those who have
believing masters must not show them less respect because they are
brothers. Instead they are to serve all the more, because those who
benefit from their service are believers and dearly loved.

Summary of Timothy’s Duties
Teach them and exhort them about these things. 3 If someone spreads

false teachings anddoesnot agreewith soundwords (that is, thoseof our
Lord Jesus Christ) andwith the teaching that accordswith godliness, 4he
is conceited and understands nothing, but has an unhealthy interest in
controversies and verbal disputes. This gives rise to envy, dissension,
slanders, evil suspicions, 5 and constant bickering by people corrupted
in their minds and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is
a way of making a profit. 6Now godliness combined with contentment
brings great profit. 7Forwe have brought nothing into this world and so
we cannot take a single thing out either. 8But ifwehave food and shelter,
we will be satisfied with that. 9 Those who long to be rich, however,
stumble into temptation and a trap and many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of
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money is the root of all evils. Somepeople in reaching for it have strayed
from the faith and stabbed themselves withmany pains.

11 But you, as a person dedicated to God, keep away from all that.
Instead pursue righteousness, godliness, faithfulness, love, endurance,
and gentleness. 12 Compete well for the faith and lay hold of that
eternal life you were called for and made your good confession for
in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you before God who
gives life to all things and Christ Jesus who made his good confession
before Pontius Pilate, 14 to obey this command without fault or failure
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ 15 – whose appearing the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, will
reveal at the right time. 16He alone possesses immortality and lives in
unapproachable light, whom no human has ever seen or is able to see.
To him be honor and eternal power! Amen.

17Command thosewhoare rich in thisworld’s goodsnot to behaughty
or to set theirhopeonriches,whichareuncertain, but onGodwhorichly
provides us with all things for our enjoyment. 18Tell them to do good, to
be rich in good deeds, to be generous givers, sharing with others. 19 In
thisway theywill save up a treasure for themselves as a firm foundation
for the future and so lay hold of what is truly life.

Conclusion
20O Timothy, protect what has been entrusted to you. Avoid the pro-

fane chatter and absurdities of so-called “knowledge.” 21 By professing
it, some have strayed from the faith. Grace be with you all.
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2 Timothy
Salutation

1FromPaul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by thewill of God, to further the
promise of life in Christ Jesus, 2 to Timothy, my dear child. Grace, mercy,
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord!

Thanksgiving and Charge to Timothy
3 I am thankful to God, whom I have servedwith a clear conscience as

myancestors did,when I remember you inmyprayers as I do constantly
night and day. 4As I remember your tears, I long to see you, so that Imay
be filled with joy. 5 I recall your sincere faith that was alive first in your
grandmother Lois and in yourmother Eunice, and I am sure is in you.

6 Because of this I remind you to rekindle God’s gift that you possess
through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a Spirit of
fear but of power and love and self-control. 8 So do not be ashamed of
the testimony about our Lord or of me, a prisoner for his sake, but by
God’s power accept your share of suffering for the gospel. 9 He is the
one who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not based on our
works but on his own purpose and grace, granted to us in Christ Jesus
before time began, 10 but now made visible through the appearing of
our Savior Christ Jesus. He has broken the power of death and brought
life and immortality to light through the gospel! 11 For this gospel I was
appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher. 12Because of this, in fact,
I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, because I know the one in whom
my faith is set and I am convinced that he is able to protect what has
been entrusted to me until that day. 13 Hold to the standard of sound
words that you heard fromme and do sowith the faith and love that are
in Christ Jesus. 14 Protect that good thing entrusted to you, through the
Holy Spirit who lives within us.

15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia deserted me,
including Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 May the Lord grant mercy to
the family of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not
ashamed of my imprisonment. 17 But when he arrived in Rome, he
eagerly searched for me and found me. 18May the Lord grant him to
find mercy from the Lord on that day! And you know very well all the
ways he servedme in Ephesus.

2
1 So you, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

2 And entrust what you heard me say in the presence of many others
as witnesses to faithful people who will be competent to teach others
as well. 3 Take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
4No one in military service gets entangled in matters of everyday life;
otherwise hewill not please the onewho recruited him. 5Also, if anyone
competes as an athlete, he will not be crowned as the winner unless he
competes according to the rules. 6The farmer who works hard ought to
have the first share of the crops. 7Think about what I am saying and the
Lord will give you understanding of all this.
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8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of
David; such is my gospel, 9 for which I suffer hardship to the point of
imprisonment as a criminal, but God’s message is not imprisoned! 10 So
I endure all things for the sake of those chosen byGod, that they toomay
obtain salvation in Christ Jesus and its eternal glory. 11 This saying is
trustworthy:
If we died with him, we will also live with him.
12 If we endure, we will also reign with him.
If we deny him, he will also deny us.
13 Ifwe areunfaithful, he remains faithful, sincehe cannot denyhimself.

Dealingwith False Teachers
14 Remind people of these things and solemnly charge them before

the Lord not to wrangle over words. This is of no benefit; it just brings
ruin on thosewho listen. 15Make every effort to present yourself before
God as a proven worker who does not need to be ashamed, teaching
the message of truth accurately. 16 But avoid profane chatter, because
those occupied with it will stray further and further into ungodliness,
17and theirmessagewill spread its infection like gangrene. Hymenaeus
and Philetus are in this group. 18 They have strayed from the truth
by saying that the resurrection has already occurred, and they are
undermining some people’s faith. 19 However, God’s solid foundation
remains standing, bearing this seal: “ The Lord knows those who are
his,”
and “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away

from evil.”
20Now in a wealthy home there are not only gold and silver vessels,

but also ones made of wood and of clay, and some are for honorable
use, but others for ignoble use. 21So if someone cleanses himself of such
behavior, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart, useful for the
Master, prepared for every good work. 22But keep away from youthful
passions, and pursue righteousness, faithfulness, love, and peace, in
company with others who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 But
reject foolish and ignorant controversies, because you know they breed
infighting. 24 And the Lord’s slave must not engage in heated disputes
but be kind toward all, an apt teacher, patient, 25 correcting opponents
with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance and then
knowledge of the truth 26 and they will come to their senses and escape
the devil’s trap where they are held captive to do his will.

3
1 But understand this, that in the last days difficult times will come.

2 For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
3 unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, op-
posed towhat is good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, loving pleasure
rather than loving God. 5 They will maintain the outward appearance
of religion but will have repudiated its power. So avoid people like
these. 6 For some of these insinuate themselves into households and
captivate weak women who are overwhelmed with sins and led along
by various passions. 7 Such women are always seeking instruction, yet
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never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 8And just as Jannes and
Jambres opposedMoses, so these people –who have warpedminds and
are disqualified in the faith – also oppose the truth. 9But theywill not go
much further, for their foolishness will be obvious to everyone, just like
it was with Jannes and Jambres.

Continue inWhat YouHave Learned
10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my way of life, my

purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my endurance, 11as well as the
persecutions and sufferings that happened to me in Antioch, I endured
these persecutions and the Lord delivered me from them all. 12Now in
fact all who want to live godly lives in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
13 But evil people and charlatans will go from bad to worse, deceiving
others and being deceived themselves. 14 You, however, must continue
in the things you have learned and are confident about. You know who
taught you 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy writings,
which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. 16 Every scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the
person dedicated to God may be capable and equipped for every good
work.

4
1 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to

judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:
2Preach themessage, be readywhether it is convenient or not, reprove,
rebuke, exhort with complete patience and instruction. 3 For there will
be a time when people will not tolerate sound teaching. Instead, fol-
lowing their own desires, theywill accumulate teachers for themselves,
because they have an insatiable curiosity to hear new things. 4 And
they will turn away from hearing the truth, but on the other hand they
will turn aside to myths. 5You, however, be self-controlled in all things,
endurehardship, doanevangelist’swork, fulfill yourministry. 6For I am
already being poured out as an offering, and the time forme to depart is
at hand. 7 I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the
faith! 8Finally the crown of righteousness is reserved for me. The Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award it to me in that day – and not to me only,
but also to all who have set their affection on his appearing.

Travel Plans and Concluding Greetings
9 Make every effort to come to me soon. 10 For Demas deserted me,

since he loved the present age, and he went to Thessalonica. Crescens
went to Galatia and Titus to Dalmatia. 11Only Luke is withme. GetMark
and bring him with you, because he is a great help to me in ministry.
12Now I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13When you come, bring with
you the cloak I left in Troas with Carpas and the scrolls, especially the
parchments. 14Alexander the coppersmith didme a great deal of harm.
The Lord will repay him in keeping with his deeds. 15 You be on guard
against him too, because he vehemently opposed our words. 16 At my
first defense no one appeared in my support; instead they all deserted
me –may they not be held accountable for it. 17But the Lord stood byme
and strengthened me, so that through me the message would be fully
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proclaimed for all the Gentiles to hear. And so I was delivered from the
lion’s mouth! 18 The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed and will
bringme safely into his heavenly kingdom. To himbe glory for ever and
ever! Amen.

19 Greetings to Prisca and Aquila and the family of Onesiphorus.
20Erastus stayed inCorinth. Trophimus I left ill inMiletus. 21Makeevery
effort to come before winter. Greetings to you from Eubulus, Pudens,
Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers and sisters. 22The Lord bewith your
spirit. Grace be with you.
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Titus
Salutation

1 From Paul, a slave of God and apostle of Jesus Christ, to further the
faith of God’s chosen ones and the knowledge of the truth that is in
keepingwith godliness, 2 in hopeof eternal life,whichGod,whodoesnot
lie, promised before the ages began. 3 But now in his own time he has
made his message evident through the preaching I was entrusted with
according to the command of God our Savior. 4To Titus, my genuine son
inacommonfaith. Graceandpeace fromGod theFatherandChrist Jesus
our Savior!

Titus’ Task on Crete
5 The reason I left you in Crete was to set in order the remaining

matters and to appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6An elder
must be blameless, the husband of one wife, with faithful children who
cannot be chargedwith dissipation or rebellion. 7For the overseermust
be blameless as one entrusted with God’s work, not arrogant, not prone
to anger, not a drunkard, not violent, not greedy for gain. 8 Instead he
must be hospitable, devoted to what is good, sensible, upright, devout,
and self-controlled. 9Hemustholdfirmly to the faithfulmessageas it has
been taught, so that he will be able to give exhortation in such healthy
teaching and correct those who speak against it.

10 For there are many rebellious people, idle talkers, and deceivers,
especially those with Jewish connections, 11 who must be silenced be-
cause they mislead whole families by teaching for dishonest gain what
ought not to be taught. 12 A certain one of them, in fact, one of their
own prophets, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”
13 Such testimony is true. For this reason rebuke them sharply that they
may be healthy in the faith 14and not pay attention to Jewishmyths and
commands of people who reject the truth. 15 All is pure to those who
are pure. But to thosewho are corrupt and unbelieving, nothing is pure,
but both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They profess to
knowGod butwith their deeds they deny him, since they are detestable,
disobedient, and unfit for any good deed.

2
1 But as for you, communicate the behavior that goes with sound

teaching. 2 Older men are to be temperate, dignified, self-controlled,
sound in faith, in love, and in endurance. 3Older women likewise are to
exhibit behaviorfitting for thosewhoareholy, not slandering, not slaves
to excessive drinking, but teaching what is good. 4 In this way they will
train the younger women to love their husbands, to love their children,
5 to be self-controlled, pure, fulfilling their duties at home, kind, being
subject to their own husbands, so that the message of God may not be
discredited. 6 Encourage younger men likewise to be self-controlled,
7 showing yourself to be an example of goodworks in everyway. In your
teaching show integrity, dignity, 8 and a sound message that cannot be
criticized, so that any opponent will be at a loss, because he has nothing
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evil to say about us. 9 Slaves are to be subject to their own masters in
everything, to do what is wanted and not talk back, 10not pilfering, but
showing all good faith, in order to bring credit to the teaching of God our
Savior in everything.

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people.
12 It trains us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 as we wait for
the happy fulfillment of our hope in the glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He gave himself for us to set us free
from every kind of lawlessness and to purify for himself a people who
are truly his, who are eager to do good. 15 So communicate these things
with the sort of exhortation or rebuke that carries full authority. Don’t
let anyone look down on you.

3
1Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient,

to be ready for every good work. 2 They must not slander anyone, but
be peaceable, gentle, showing complete courtesy to all people. 3 For we
toowere once foolish, disobedient, misled, enslaved to various passions
and desires, spending our lives in evil and envy, hateful and hating one
another. 4 But “when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for
mankind appeared, 5he saved us not by works of righteousness that we
have done but on the basis of his mercy, through the washing of the
new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out
on us in full measure through Jesus Christ our Savior. 7 And so, since
we have been justified by his grace, we become heirs with the confident
expectation of eternal life.”

Summary of the Letter
8This saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on such truths, so

that thosewho have placed their faith in Godmay be intent on engaging
in good works. These things are good and beneficial for all people. 9But
avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, quarrels, and fights about the
law, because they are useless and empty. 10Reject a divisive person after
one or two warnings. 11 You know that such a person is twisted by sin
and is conscious of it himself.

Final Instructions and Greeting
12When I sendArtemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come tome

at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13Make every
effort to help Zenas the lawyer andApollos on theirway;make sure they
have what they need. 14Here is another way that our people can learn
to engage in goodworks tomeet pressing needs and so not be unfruitful.
15 Everyone with me greets you. Greet those who love us in the faith.
Grace be with you all.
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Philemon
Salutation

1 From Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
to Philemon, our dear friend and colaborer, 2 to Apphia our sister, to
Archippusour fellowsoldier, and to the church thatmeets in yourhouse.
3Grace and peace to you fromGod our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanks for Philemon’s Love and Faith
4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because

I hear of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6 I
pray that the faith you sharewith usmay deepen your understanding of
every blessing that belongs to you in Christ. 7 I have had great joy and
encouragement because of your love, for the hearts of the saints have
been refreshed through you, brother.

Paul’s Request for Onesimus
8 So, although I have quite a lot of confidence in Christ and could

command you to do what is proper, 9 I would rather appeal to you on
the basis of love – I, Paul, an old man and even now a prisoner for the
sake of Christ Jesus – 10 I am appealing to you concerning my child,
whose spiritual father I have become during my imprisonment, that
is, Onesimus, 11who was formerly useless to you, but is now useful to
you and me. 12 I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you.
13 I wanted to keep him so that he could serve me in your place during
my imprisonment for the sake of the gospel. 14However, without your
consent I did not want to do anything, so that your good deedwould not
be out of compulsion, but from your own willingness. 15 For perhaps it
was for this reason that he was separated from you for a little while, so
that youwould have himback eternally, 16no longer as a slave, butmore
than a slave, as a dear brother. He is especially so to me, and evenmore
so to you now, both humanly speaking and in the Lord. 17 Therefore if
you regardmeas apartner, accept himas youwouldme. 18Now if hehas
defrauded you of anything or owes you anything, charge what he owes
to me. 19 I, Paul, have written this letter with my own hand: I will repay
it. I could alsomention that youowemeyour very self. 20Yes, brother, let
me have some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.
21 Since I was confident that you would obey, I wrote to you, because I
knew that you would do even more than what I am asking you to do.
22 At the same time also, prepare a place for me to stay, for I hope that
through your prayers I will be given back to you.

Concluding Greetings
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you. 24Mark,

Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my colaborers, greet you too. 25May the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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Hebrews
Introduction: GodHas Spoken Fully and Finally in His Son

1After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to
our ancestors through the prophets, 2 in these last days he has spoken to
us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom
he created the world. 3 The Son is the radiance of his glory and the
representation of his essence, and he sustains all things by his powerful
word, and sowhen he had accomplished cleansing for sins, he sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 4 Thus he became so far better
than the angels as he has inherited a name superior to theirs.

The Son Is Superior to Angels
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “ You are my son! Today

I have fathered you”? And in another place he says, “ I will be his father
and he will be my son.” 6But when he again brings his firstborn into the
world, he says, “ Let all the angels of God worship him!” 7And he says of
the angels, “Hemakes his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire,”
8but of the Son he says,
“ Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and a righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness.
So God, your God, has anointed you over your companions with the oil of

rejoicing.”
10And,

“ You founded the earth in the beginning, Lord,
and the heavens are the works of your hands.
11 Theywill perish, but you continue.
And theywill all grow old like a garment,
12 and like a robe youwill fold them up
and like a garment they will be changed,
but you are the same and your years will never run out.”

13 But to which of the angels has he ever said, “ Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 14 Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent out to serve those whowill inherit salvation?

2
1 Therefore we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, so

that we do not drift away. 2 For if the message spoken through angels
proved to be so firm that every violation or disobedience received its
just penalty, 3 how will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?
It was first communicated through the Lord and was confirmed to us
by thosewho heard him, 4while God confirmed their witness with signs
andwondersandvariousmiraclesandgifts of theHolySpirit distributed
according to his will.

Exposition of Psalm 8: Jesus and the Destiny of Humanity
5 For he did not put the world to come, about which we are speaking,

under the control of angels. 6 Instead someone testified somewhere:
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“What ismanthatyou thinkofhimor thesonofmanthatyoucare forhim?
7 Youmade him lower than the angels for a little while.
You crowned himwith glory and honor.
8 You put all things under his control.”
For when he put all things under his control, he left nothing outside

of his control. At present we do not yet see all things under his control,
9but we see Jesus, whowasmade lower than the angels for a little while,
now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that
by God’s grace he would experience death on behalf of everyone. 10For
it was fitting for him, for whom and through whom all things exist,
in bringing many sons to glory, to make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. 11 For indeed he who makes holy and those
being made holy all have the same origin, and so he is not ashamed to
call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, “ I will proclaim your name to
my brothers; in the midst of the assembly I will praise you*.” 13 Again he
says, “I will be confident in him,” and again, “Here I am,with the children
God has given me*.” 14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and
blood, he likewise shared in their humanity, so that through death he
could destroy the one who holds the power of death (that is, the devil),
15and set free thosewhowere held in slavery all their lives by their fear
of death. 16 For surely his concern is not for angels, but he is concerned
for Abraham’s descendants. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he could become amerciful
and faithful high priest in things relating to God, to make atonement
for the sins of the people. 18 For since he himself suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted.

3
1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, partners in a heavenly calling,

take note of Jesus, the apostle and high priest whomwe confess, 2who is
faithful to the onewho appointed him, asMoseswas also inGod’s house.
3For he has come to deserve greater glory thanMoses, just as the builder
of a house deserves greater honor than the house itself! 4 For every
house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God. 5 Now
Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things
that would be spoken. 6But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house.
We are of his house, if in fact we hold firmly to our confidence and the
hope we take pride in.

Exposition of Psalm 95: Hearing God’sWord in Faith
7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

“Oh, that today youwould listen as he speaks!
8 “Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of testing in the

wilderness.
9 “ There your fathers tested me and tried me, and they saw my works for

forty years.
10 “Therefore, I becameprovokedat that generationand said, ‘Their hearts

are alwayswandering and they have not knownmyways.’
11 “As I swore inmy anger, ‘Theywill never entermy rest!’ ”

12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has an evil, unbe-
lieving heart that forsakes the living God. 13 But exhort one another
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each day, as long as it is called “Today,” that none of you may become
hardened by sin’s deception. 14 For we have become partners with
Christ, if in fact we hold our initial confidence firm until the end. 15As
it says, “ O, that today you would listen as he speaks! Do not harden your
hearts as in the rebellion.” 16 For which ones heard and rebelled? Was it
not all who came out of Egypt under Moses’ leadership? 17And against
whom was God provoked for forty years? Was it not those who sinned,
whose dead bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear
theywouldneverenter intohis rest, except thosewhoweredisobedient?
19 So we see that they could not enter because of unbelief.

4
1 Therefore we must be wary that, while the promise of entering his

rest remains open, none of youmay seem to have come short of it. 2For
we had good news proclaimed to us just as they did. But the message
they heard did them no good, since they did not join in with those who
heard it in faith. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has
said, “ As I swore in my anger, ‘They will never enter my rest!’ ” And yet
God’s works were accomplished from the foundation of the world. 4For
he has spoken somewhere about the seventh day in this way: “And God
rested on the seventh day fromall hisworks,” 5but to repeat the text cited
earlier: “ They will never enter my rest!” 6Therefore it remains for some
to enter it, yet those towhom itwas previously proclaimed did not enter
because of disobedience. 7 So God again ordains a certain day, “Today,”
speaking through David after so long a time, as in the words quoted
before, “ O, that today you would listen as he speaks! Do not harden your
hearts.” 8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken
afterward about another day. 9Consequently a Sabbath rest remains for
the people of God. 10 For the one who enters God’s rest has also rested
from his works, just as God did from his own works. 11 Thus we must
make every effort to enter that rest, so that no onemay fall by following
the same pattern of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and
active and sharper than any double-edged sword, piercing even to the
point of dividing soul from spirit, and joints from marrow; it is able to
judge the desires and thoughts of the heart. 13And no creature is hidden
from God, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of him to
whomwemust render an account.

Jesus Our Compassionate High Priest
14Therefore sincewehave a great high priestwhohas passed through

the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.
15 For we do not have a high priest incapable of sympathizing with our
weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way just as we are,
yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us confidently approach the throne of
grace to receive mercy and find grace whenever we need help.

5
1For every high priest is taken from among the people and appointed

to represent them before God, to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.
2 He is able to deal compassionately with those who are ignorant and
erring, since he also is subject to weakness, 3 and for this reason he is
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obligated tomakesinofferings forhimself aswell as for thepeople. 4And
no one assumes this honor on his own initiative, but onlywhen called to
it by God, as in fact Aaron was. 5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in
becoming high priest, but the one who glorified him was God, who said
to him, “ You are my Son! Today I have fathered you,” 6 as also in another
place God says, “ You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”
7During his earthly life Christ offered both requests and supplications,
with loudcries and tears, to theonewhowasable to savehimfromdeath
and he was heard because of his devotion. 8 Although he was a son,
he learned obedience through the things he suffered. 9 And by being
perfected in this way, he became the source of eternal salvation to all
whoobeyhim, 10andhewasdesignatedbyGodashighpriest in theorder
ofMelchizedek.

The Need toMove on toMaturity
11On this topic we havemuch to say and it is difficult to explain, since

you have become sluggish in hearing. 12 For though you should in fact
be teachers by this time, you need someone to teach you the beginning
elements of God’s utterances. You have gone back to needing milk, not
solid food. 13 For everyone who lives on milk is inexperienced in the
message of righteousness, because he is an infant. 14But solid food is for
the mature, whose perceptions are trained by practice to discern both
good and evil.

6
1 Therefore we must progress beyond the elementary instructions

about Christ and move on to maturity, not laying this foundation again:
repentance fromdeadworksand faith inGod, 2 teachingaboutbaptisms,
layingonofhands, resurrectionof thedead, andeternal judgment. 3And
this is what we intend to do, if God permits. 4 For it is impossible in the
case of those who have once been enlightened, tasted the heavenly gift,
become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 tasted the good word of God and
the miracles of the coming age, 6 and then have committed apostasy, to
renew them again to repentance, since they are crucifying the Son of
God for themselves all over again and holding him up to contempt. 7For
the ground that has soaked up the rain that frequently falls on it and
yields useful vegetation for those who tend it receives a blessing from
God. 8 But if it produces thorns and thistles, it is useless and about to
be cursed; its fate is to be burned. 9But in your case, dear friends, even
though we speak like this, we are convinced of better things relating to
salvation. 10For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love
youhavedemonstrated forhisname, inhaving servedandcontinuing to
serve the saints. 11Butwe passionatelywant each of you to demonstrate
the same eagerness for the fulfillment of your hope until the end, 12 so
that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith
and perseverance inherit the promises.

13 Now when God made his promise to Abraham, since he could
swear by no one greater, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “ Surely I will
bless you greatly and multiply your descendants abundantly.” 15 And
so by persevering, Abraham inherited the promise. 16 For people
swear by something greater than themselves, and the oath serves as
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a confirmation to end all dispute. 17 In the same way God wanted to
demonstrate more clearly to the heirs of the promise that his purpose
was unchangeable, and so he intervenedwith an oath, 18 so that wewho
have found refuge in him may find strong encouragement to hold fast
to the hope set before us through two unchangeable things, since it is
impossible for God to lie. 19Wehave this hope as an anchor for the soul,
sure and steadfast, which reaches inside behind the curtain, 20where
Jesus our forerunner entered on our behalf, since he became
a priest| strong="G0749" forever in the order of Melchizedek

forever in the order of Melchizedek.

7
1Now this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, met

Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed him.
2To him also
t Abraham| strong="G0011" apportioned a tithe apportioned a

tithe
of| strong="G0575" everything. His name first means king of righ-

teousness, then
king| strong="G0935" of Salem of Salem, that is, king of peace.

3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy, he has neither
beginningofdaysnorendof lifebut is like the sonofGod, andheremains
a priest for all time. 4 But see how great he must be, if Abraham the
patriarch gave him a tithe of his plunder. 5And those of the sons of Levi
who receive the priestly office have authorization according to the law
to collect a tithe from the people, that is, from their fellow countrymen,
although they too are descendants of Abraham. 6But Melchizedek who
doesnot share theirancestry collecteda tithe fromAbrahamandblessed
the one who possessed the promise. 7Now without dispute the inferior
is blessed by the superior, 8and in one case tithes are received bymortal
men, while in the other by him who is affirmed to be alive. 9 And it
could be said that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid a tithe through
Abraham. 10 For he was still in his ancestor Abraham’s loins when
Melchizedekmet him.

Jesus and the Priesthood ofMelchizedek
11 So if perfection had in fact been possible through the Levitical

priesthood – for on that basis the people received the law –what further
need would there have been for another priest to arise, said to be in
the order of Melchizedek and not in Aaron’s order? 12 For when the
priesthood changes, a change in the law must come as well. 13 Yet the
one these things are spoken about belongs to a different tribe, and no
one from that tribe has ever officiated at the altar. 14 For it is clear
that our Lord is descended from Judah, yet Moses said nothing about
priests in connectionwith that tribe. 15And this is evenclearer if another
priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 16who has become a priest
not by a legal regulation about physical descent but by the power of an
indestructible life. 17 For here is the testimony about him: “ You are a
priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 18On the one hand a former
command is set aside because it is weak and useless, 19 for the lawmade
nothing perfect. On the other hand a better hope is introduced, through
which we draw near to God. 20 And since this was not done without a
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sworn affirmation – for the others have become priests without a sworn
affirmation, 21but Jesus did so with a sworn affirmation by the one who
said to him, “ The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are
a priest forever’ ” – 22 accordingly Jesus has become the guarantee of a
better covenant. 23And the others who became priests were numerous,
because death prevented them from continuing in office, 24but he holds
his priesthood permanently since he lives forever. 25So he is able to save
completely thosewho come toGod throughhim, becausehe always lives
to intercede for them. 26For it is indeed fitting for us to have such a high
priest: holy, innocent, undefiled, separate from sinners, and exalted
above the heavens. 27He has no need to do every daywhat those priests
do, to offer sacrifices first for their own sins and then for the sins of
the people, since he did this in offering himself once for all. 28 For the
law appoints as high priests men subject to weakness, but the word of
solemn affirmation that came after the law appoints a sonmade perfect
forever.

8
1Nowthemainpoint ofwhatweare saying is this: Wehave suchahigh

priest, one who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in heaven, 2 a minister in the sanctuary and the true tabernacle that the
Lord, not man, set up. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both
gifts and sacrifices. So this one too had to have something to offer. 4Now
if he were on earth, he would not be a priest, since there are already
priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5The place where they
serve is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly sanctuary, just as Moses
was warned by God as he was about to complete the tabernacle. For
he says, “ See that you make everything according to the design shown to
you on themountain.” 6But now Jesus has obtained a superior ministry,
since thecovenant thathemediates is alsobetterand isenactedonbetter
promises.

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, no one would have
looked for a second one. 8But showing its fault, God says to them,
“ Look, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will complete a new

covenant with the house of Israel andwith the house of Judah.
9 “ It will not be like the covenant that I madewith their fathers, on the day

when I took themby thehand to lead themoutofEgypt, because they
did not continue in my covenant and I had no regard for them, says
the Lord*.

10“For this is the covenant that Iwill establishwith thehouseof Israelafter
those days, says the Lord. Iwill putmy laws in theirminds and Iwill
inscribe them on their hearts. And I will be their God and they will
bemy people.

11 “And therewill be no need at all for each one to teach his countryman or
each one to teachhis brother saying, ‘Know theLord,’ since theywill
all knowme, from the least to the greatest.

12 “ For I will be merciful toward their evil deeds, and their sins I will
remember no longer.”

13Whenhe speaks of anewcovenant, hemakes thefirst obsolete. Now
what is growing obsolete and aging is about to disappear.
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9
1 Now the first covenant, in fact, had regulations for worship and

its earthly sanctuary. 2 For a tent was prepared, the outer one, which
contained the lampstand, the table, and the presentation of the loaves;
this is called the holy place. 3And after the second curtain there was a
tent called the holy of holies. 4 It contained the golden altar of incense
and the ark of the covenant covered entirely with gold. In this ark were
the golden urn containing the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the
stone tablets of the covenant. 5 And above the ark were the cherubim
of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Now is not the time to speak
of these things in detail. 6 So with these things prepared like this, the
priests enter continually into the outer tent as they perform their duties.
7But only the high priest enters once a year into the inner tent, and not
without blood that he offers for himself and for the sins of the people
committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit is making clear that the way
into the holy place had not yet appeared as long as the old tabernacle
was standing. 9This was a symbol for the time then present, when gifts
and sacrifices were offered that could not perfect the conscience of the
worshiper. 10They servedonly formatters of foodanddrinkandvarious
washings; they are external regulations imposed until the new order
came.

Christ’s Service in the Heavenly Sanctuary
11 But now Christ has come as the high priest of the good things to

come. He passed through the greater and more perfect tent not made
withhands, that is, not of this creation, 12andhe entered once for all into
the most holy place not by the blood of goats and calves but by his own
blood, and so he himself secured eternal redemption. 13For if the blood
of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow sprinkled on those who
are defiled consecrated them and provided ritual purity, 14 how much
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himselfwithoutblemish toGod, purifyourconsciences fromdeadworks
to worship the living God.

15 And so he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who
are called may receive the eternal inheritance he has promised, since
he died to set them free from the violations committed under the first
covenant. 16 For where there is a will, the death of the one who made it
must be proven. 17For awill takes effect only at death, since it carries no
forcewhile theonewhomade it is alive. 18Soeven thefirst covenantwas
inauguratedwith blood. 19ForwhenMoses had spoken every command
to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and
goats with water and scarlet wool and hyssop and sprinkled both the
book itself andall thepeople, 20andsaid, “This is thebloodof thecovenant
that God has commanded you to keep.” 21 And both the tabernacle and
all the utensils of worship he likewise sprinkled with blood. 22 Indeed
according to the law almost everything was purified with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 23 So it was
necessary for the sketches of the things in heaven to be purified with
these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves required better
sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with
hands – the representation of the true sanctuary – but into heaven itself,
and he appears now in God’s presence for us. 25 And he did not enter
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to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the
sanctuary year after year with blood that is not his own, 26 for then he
would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the
world. But nowhe has appeared once for all at the consummation of the
ages to put away sin by his sacrifice. 27And just as people are appointed
to die once, and then to face judgment, 28 so also, after Christwas offered
once to bear the sins of many, to those who eagerly await him he will
appear a second time, not to bear sin but to bring salvation.

10
1 For the law possesses a shadow of the good things to come but

not the reality itself, and is therefore completely unable, by the same
sacrifices offered continually, year after year, to perfect thosewho come
to worship. 2 For otherwise would they not have ceased to be offered,
since the worshipers would have been purified once for all and so have
no further consciousness of sin? 3 But in those sacrifices there is a
reminder of sins year after year. 4For the blood of bulls and goats cannot
take away sins. 5 So when he came into the world, he said,
“ Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared forme.
6 “ Whole burnt offerings and sin-offerings you took no delight in.
7 “ Then I said, ‘Here I am: I have come – it is written of me in the scroll of

the book – to do yourwill, O God*.’ ”
8 When he says above, “ Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt

offerings and sin-offeringsyou did not desire nor did you take delight in
them” (which are offered according to the law), 9 then he says, “ Here I
am: I have come to do yourwill.” He does away with the first to establish
the second. 10By his will we have been made holy through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest stands day
after day serving and offering the same sacrifices again and again –
sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had
offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, he sat downat the right hand of
God, 13where he is nowwaiting until his enemies aremadea footstool for
his feet. 14For by one offering he has perfected for all time thosewho are
made holy. 15And the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us, for after saying,
16“This is thecovenant that Iwill establishwith themafter thosedays, says
theLord. Iwill putmy lawson their hearts and Iwill inscribe themon their
minds,” 17 thenhe says, “Their sinsandtheir lawlessdeeds Iwill remember
no longer.” 18Nowwhere there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer
any offering for sin.

Drawing Near to God in Enduring Faith
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter

the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20by the fresh and livingway that he
inaugurated for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near
with a sincere heart in the assurance that faith brings, because we have
had our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed in pure water. 23And let us hold unwaveringly to the hope that
we confess, for the one whomade the promise is trustworthy. 24And let
us take thought of how to spur one another on to love and good works,
25not abandoning our own meetings, as some are in the habit of doing,
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but encouraging each other, and even more so because you see the day
drawing near.

26For ifwedeliberately keep on sinning after receiving the knowledge
of the truth, no further sacrifice for sins is left for us, 27but only a certain
fearful expectation of judgment and a fury of fire that will consume
God’s enemies. 28 Someone who rejected the law of Moses was put to
death without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29How
much greater punishment do you think that person deserves who has
contempt for the Son of God, and profanes the blood of the covenant
that made him holy, and insults the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know the
onewho said, “Vengeance ismine, Iwill repay,” and again, “TheLordwill
judge his people.” 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.

32But remember the former days when you endured a harsh conflict
of suffering after you were enlightened. 33 At times you were publicly
exposed to abuse and afflictions, and at other times you came to share
with others who were treated in that way. 34 For in fact you shared
the sufferings of those in prison, and you accepted the confiscation of
your belongings with joy, because you knew that you certainly had a
better and lasting possession. 35 So do not throw away your confidence,
because it has great reward. 36 For you need endurance in order to do
God’s will and so receive what is promised. 37For just a little longer and
he who is coming will arrive and not delay. 38 But my righteous one will
live by faith, and if he shrinks back, I take no pleasure in him. 39Butwe are
not among those who shrink back and thus perish, but are among those
who have faith and preserve their souls.

11
1Now faith is being sure ofwhatwe hope for, being convinced ofwhat

wedonot see. 2For by it the people of old receivedGod’s commendation.
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were set in order at God’s
command, so that the visible has its origin in the invisible. 4 By faith
Abel offered God a greater sacrifice than Cain, and through his faith
he was commended as righteous, because God commended him for his
offerings. And through his faith he still speaks, though he is dead. 5 By
faith Enoch was taken up so that he did not see death, and he was not to
be found because God took him up. For before his removal he had been
commended as having pleased God. 6Nowwithout faith it is impossible
to please him, for the one who approaches God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards thosewho seek him. 7By faithNoah, when he
waswarned about things not yet seen,with reverent regard constructed
anark for thedeliveranceofhis family. Through faithhe condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
he would later receive as an inheritance, and he went out without
understanding where he was going. 9 By faith he lived as a foreigner
in the promised land as though it were a foreign country, living in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, who were fellow heirs of the same promise.
10 For he was looking forward to the city with firm foundations, whose
architect and builder is God. 11By faith, even though Sarah herself was
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barren and he was too old, he received the ability to procreate, because
he regarded the one who had given the promise to be trustworthy. 12 So
in fact children were fathered by one man – and this one as good as
dead – like the number of stars in the sky and like the innumerable grains
of sand on the seashore. 13 These all died in faith without receiving the
things promised, but they saw them in the distance andwelcomed them
andacknowledged that theywere strangers and foreigners on the earth.
14For those who speak in such a waymake it clear that they are seeking
a homeland. 15 In fact, if they had been thinking of the land that they
had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they
aspire to a better land, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 17By
faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. He had received
the promises, yet he was ready to offer up his only son. 18God had told
him, “ Through Isaac descendants will carry on your name,” 19 and he
reasoned that God could even raise him from the dead, and in a sense
he received himback from there. 20By faith also Isaac blessed Jacob and
Esau concerning the future. 21 By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed
each of the sons of Joseph and
worshiped|strong="G4352" as he leaned on his staff as he leaned

on his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, mentioned the
exodus of the sons of Israel and gave instructions about his burial.

23 By faith, when Moses was born, his parents hid him for three
months, because they saw the child was beautiful and they were not
afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith, when he grew up, Moses refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to be ill-
treated with the people of God than to enjoy sin’s fleeting pleasure.
26He regarded abuse suffered for Christ to be greater wealth than the
treasures of Egypt, for his eyes were fixed on the reward. 27By faith he
left Egypt without fearing the king’s anger, for he persevered as though
he could see the onewho is invisible. 28By faith he kept the Passover and
the sprinkling of the blood, so that the one who destroyed the firstborn
would not touch them. 29 By faith they crossed the Red Sea as if on dry
ground, but when the Egyptians tried it, they were swallowed up. 30By
faith the walls of Jericho fell after the people marched around them for
seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute escaped the destruction of
the disobedient, because she welcomed the spies in peace.

32And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets.
33Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered justice, gained
what was promised, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched raging fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, gained strength in weakness, became
mighty in battle, put foreign armies to flight, 35 and women received
back their dead raised to life. But others were tortured, not accepting
release, to obtain resurrection to a better life. 36And others experienced
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They
were stoned, sawed apart, murdered with the sword; they went about
in sheepskins and goatskins; they were destitute, afflicted, ill-treated
38 (the world was not worthy of them); they wandered in deserts and
mountains and caves and openings in the earth. 39 And these all were
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commended for their faith, yet they did not receive what was promised.
40 For God had provided something better for us, so that they would be
made perfect together with us.

12
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of wit-

nesses, wemust get rid of every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and run with endurance the race set out for us, 2keeping our eyes fixed
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. For the joy set out for
him he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Think of him who endured
such opposition against himself by sinners, so that you may not grow
weary in your souls and give up. 4You have not yet resisted to the point
of bloodshed in your struggle against sin. 5And have you forgotten the
exhortation addressed to you as sons?
“My son, do not scorn the Lord’s discipline
or give upwhen he corrects you*.
6 “ For the Lord disciplines the one he loves and chastises every son he

accepts.”
7Endure your suffering as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For

what son is there that a father does not discipline? 8 But if you do not
experience discipline, something all sons have shared in, then you are
illegitimate and are not sons. 9Besides, we have experienced discipline
from our earthly fathers and we respected them; shall we not submit
ourselves all themore to the Father of spirits and receive life? 10For they
disciplinedus for a littlewhile as seemedgood to them, buthedoes so for
our benefit, that we may share his holiness. 11Now all discipline seems
painful at the time, not joyful. But later it produces the fruit of peace and
righteousness for those trained by it. 12Therefore,
strengthen|strong="G0461"
your listless|strong="G3935" hands and your weak knees, 13and
make|strong="G4160" straight paths for your feet straight paths

for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but be
healed.

DoNot Reject God’sWarning
14Pursue peacewith everyone, and holiness, forwithout it no onewill

see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God,
that no one be like a bitter root springing up and causing trouble, and
through himmany become defiled. 16And see to it that no one becomes
an immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for
a single meal. 17 For you know that later when he wanted to inherit the
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no opportunity for repentance,
although he sought the blessing with tears. 18 For you have not come
to something that can be touched, to a burning fire and darkness and
gloomand awhirlwind 19and the blast of a trumpet and a voice uttering
words such that those who heard begged to hear no more. 20 For they
could not bear what was commanded: “ If even an animal touches the
mountain, it must be stoned.” 21 In fact, the scene was so terrifying that
Moses said, “ I shudder with fear.” 22But you have come to Mount Zion,
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of
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angels, to the assembly 23 and congregation of the firstborn, who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous, who have been made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator
of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks of something
better than Abel’s does.

25 Take care not to refuse the one who is speaking! For if they did
not escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how
much less shallwe, ifwe reject the onewhowarns fromheaven? 26Then
his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “ I will once more
shake not only the earth but heaven too.” 27Now this phrase “ oncemore”
indicates the removal of what is shaken, that is, of created things, so
that what is unshaken may remain. 28 So since we are receiving an
unshakable kingdom, let us give thanks, and through this let us offer
worship pleasing to God in devotion and awe. 29For our God is indeed a
devouring fire.

13
1 Brotherly love must continue. 2 Do not neglect hospitality, be-

cause through it some have entertained angels without knowing it.
3 Remember those in prison as though you were in prison with them,
and those ill-treated as though you too felt their torment. 4 Marriage
mustbehonoredamongall and themarriagebedkeptundefiled, forGod
will judge sexually immoral people and adulterers. 5Your conductmust
be free from the love of money and you must be content with what you
have, forhehas said, “ Iwill never leaveyouand Iwill neverabandonyou.”
6 So we can say with confidence, “ The Lord is my helper, and I will not be
afraid. What can man do to me?*” 7Remember your leaders, who spoke
God’s message to you; reflect on the outcome of their lives and imitate
their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!
9Donotbecarriedawaybyall sortsof strange teachings. For it is good for
theheart tobe strengthenedbygrace, not ritualmeals,whichhavenever
benefited thosewho participated in them. 10Wehave an altar that those
who serve in the tabernacle have no right to eat from. 11 For the bodies
of those animals whose blood the high priest brings into the sanctuary
as an offering for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore, to
sanctify the people by his own blood, Jesus also suffered outside the
camp. 13 We must go out to him, then, outside the camp, bearing the
abuse he experienced. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek
the city that is to come. 15Through him then let us continually offer up a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, acknowledging his
name. 16And do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
God is pleased with such sacrifices.

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over
your souls andwill give an account for theirwork. Let themdo thiswith
joy and not with complaints, for this would be no advantage for you.
18Pray for us, forwe are sure thatwe have a clear conscience and desire
to conduct ourselves rightly in every respect. 19 I especially ask you to
pray that I may be restored to you very soon.

Benediction and Conclusion



Hebrews 13:20 284 Hebrews 13:25

20Nowmay the God of peacewho by the blood of the eternal covenant
brought back from the dead the great shepherd of the sheep, our Lord
Jesus Christ, 21 equip you with every good thing to do his will, working
in uswhat is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ, towhombe glory
forever. Amen.

22 Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, bear with my message of
exhortation, for in fact I have written to you briefly. 23You should know
that our brother Timothy has been released. If he comes soon, hewill be
withmewhen I see you. 24Greetings to all your leaders andall the saints.
Those from Italy send you greetings. 25Grace be with you all.
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James
Salutation

1 From James, a slave of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve
tribes dispersed abroad. Greetings!

Joy in Trials
2 My brothers and sisters, consider it nothing but joy when you fall

into all sorts of trials, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith
produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect effect, so
that you will be perfect and complete, not deficient in anything. 5 But
if anyone is deficient in wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all
generously and without reprimand, and it will be given to him. 6 But
he must ask in faith without doubting, for the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea, blown and tossed around by thewind. 7For that person
must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 since he
is a double-minded individual, unstable in all his ways.

9 Now the believer of humble means should take pride in his high
position. 10 But the rich person’s pride should be in his humiliation,
because he will pass away like a wildflower in the meadow. 11 For the
sun rises with its heat and dries up the meadow; the petal of the flower
falls off and its beauty is lost forever. So also the rich person in themidst
of his pursuitswillwither away. 12Happy is the onewhoendures testing,
because when he has proven to be genuine, he will receive the crown of
life thatGodpromised to thosewho lovehim. 13Letnoonesaywhenhe is
tempted, “I am tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted by evil, and
he himself tempts no one. 14 But each one is tempted when he is lured
and enticed by his own desires. 15 Then when desire conceives, it gives
birth to sin, and when sin is full grown, it gives birth to death. 16Do not
be led astray, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 All generous giving and
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change. 18By his
sovereign plan he gave us birth through the message of truth, that we
would be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

Living Out theMessage
19Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters! Let every person be

quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger. 20For human anger does not
accomplish God’s righteousness. 21 So put away all filth and evil excess
and humbly welcome the message implanted within you, which is able
to save your souls. 22 But be sure you live out the message and do not
merely listen to it and so deceive yourselves. 23 For if someone merely
listens to the message and does not live it out, he is like someone who
gazes at his own face in amirror. 24For he gazes at himself and then goes
out and immediately forgets what sort of person he was. 25But the one
who peers into the perfect law of liberty and fixes his attention there,
and does not become a forgetful listener but one who lives it out – he
will be blessed in what he does. 26 If someone thinks he is religious yet
does not bridle his tongue, and sodeceives his heart, his religion is futile.



James 1:27 286 James 2:26

27 Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to care for
orphans and widows in their misfortune and to keep oneself unstained
by the world.

2
1My brothers and sisters, do not show prejudice if you possess faith

in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. 2 For if someone comes into your
assemblywearinga gold ringandfine clothing, andapoorpersonenters
in filthy clothes, 3 do you pay attention to the one who is finely dressed
and say, “You sit here in a goodplace,” and to the poor person, “You stand
over there,” or “Sit on the floor”? 4 If so, have you not made distinctions
among yourselves and become judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my
dear brothers and sisters! Did notGod choose the poor in theworld to be
rich in faith andheirs of the kingdom that hepromised to thosewho love
him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor! Are not the rich oppressing
you and dragging you into the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme the
good name of the one you belong to? 8But if you fulfill the royal law as
expressed in this scripture, “
You shall love| strong="G0025" your neighbor as yourself your

neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9But if you show prejudice,
you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as violators. 10For
the onewhoobeys thewhole lawbut fails in onepoint has becomeguilty
of all of it. 11For hewho said, “Do|strong="G3431" not commit adultery,”
also said, “Do|strong="G5407" not murder.” Now if you do not commit
adultery but do commit murder, you have become a violator of the law.
12Speak and act as thosewhowill be judged by a law that gives freedom.
13 For judgment is merciless for the one who has shown no mercy. But
mercy triumphs over judgment.

Faith andWorks Together
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have

faith but does not have works? Can this kind of faith save him? 15 If a
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacks daily food, 16and one of you
says to them, “Go in peace, keepwarm and eat well,” but you do not give
themwhat the body needs, what good is it? 17 So also faith, if it does not
have works, is dead being by itself. 18 But someone will say, “You have
faith and I have works.” Show me your faith without works and I will
show you faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; well and
good. Even the demons believe that – and tremble with fear.

20 But would you like evidence, you empty fellow, that faith without
works isuseless? 21WasnotAbrahamour father justifiedbyworkswhen
heoffered Isaachis sonon thealtar? 22Yousee thathis faithwasworking
together with his works and his faith was perfected by works. 23 And
the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Now| strong="G1161" Abraham
believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness,” and he was
called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and
not by faith alone. 25 And similarly, was not Rahab the prostitute also
justified by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them
out by another way? 26For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so
also faith without works is dead.
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3
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters,

because you know that we will be judged more strictly. 2 For we all
stumble in many ways. If someone does not stumble in what he says,
he is a perfect individual, able to control the entire body as well. 3And
if we put bits into the mouths of horses to get them to obey us, then we
guide their entire bodies. 4 Look at ships too: Though they are so large
and driven by harsh winds, they are steered by a tiny rudder wherever
the pilot’s inclination directs. 5 So too the tongue is a small part of the
body, yet it has great pretensions. Think how small a flame sets a huge
forest ablaze. 6And the tongue is a fire! The tongue represents theworld
ofwrongdoing among the parts of our bodies. It pollutes the entire body
and sets fire to the course of human existence – and is set on fire by hell.

7 For every kind of animal, bird, reptile, and sea creature is subdued
andhas been subduedbyhumankind. 8But nohumanbeing can subdue
the tongue; it is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless
the Lord and Father, and with it we curse people made in God’s image.
10From the samemouth comeblessing and cursing. These things should
not be so, my brothers and sisters. 11 A spring does not pour out fresh
water and bitter water from the same opening, does it? 12Can a fig tree
produce olives, my brothers and sisters, or a vine produce figs? Neither
can a salt water spring produce fresh water.

TrueWisdom
13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct

he should show his works done in the gentleness that wisdom brings.
14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfishness in your hearts, do not
boast and tell lies against the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come from
abovebut is earthly, natural, demonic. 16Forwhere there is jealousy and
selfishness, there is disorder and every evil practice. 17But the wisdom
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, accommodating, full of
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and not hypocritical. 18 And the fruit
that consists of righteousness is planted inpeace among thosewhomake
peace.

4
1Where do the conflicts and where do the quarrels among you come

from? Is it not from this, from your passions that battle inside you?
2You desire and you do not have; youmurder and envy and you cannot
obtain; you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask;
3you ask and do not receive because you ask wrongly, so you can spend
it on your passions.

4 Adulterers, do you not know that friendship with the world means
hostility towardGod? Sowhoeverdecides tobe theworld’s friendmakes
himself God’s enemy. 5 Or do you think the scripture means nothing
when it says, “The spirit that God caused to livewithin us has an envious
yearning”? 6But he gives greater grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes
the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.” 7 So submit to God. But
resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and he
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and make your
hearts pure, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn, andweep. Turn your
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laughter intomourning and your joy into despair. 10Humble yourselves
before the Lord and he will exalt you.

11 Do not speak against one another, brothers and sisters. He who
speaks against a fellow believer or judges a fellow believer speaks
against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not
a doer of the law but its judge. 12 But there is only one who is lawgiver
and judge – the one who is able to save and destroy. On the other hand,
who are you to judge your neighbor?

13Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrowwewill go into this or
that town and spend a year there and do business and make a profit.”
14You do not know about tomorrow. What is your life like? For you are
a puff of smoke that appears for a short time and then vanishes. 15 You
ought to say instead, “If the Lord is willing, then we will live and do this
or that.” 16But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is
evil. 17 So whoever knows what is good to do and does not do it is guilty
of sin.

5
1 Come now, you rich! Weep and cry aloud over the miseries that are

coming on you. 2Your riches have rotted and your clothing has become
moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have rusted and their rust will be a
witness against you. It will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last
days that youhavehoarded treasure! 4Look, the pay youhaveheld back
from the workers whomowed your fields cries out against you, and the
cries of the reapers have reached the ears of theLordof hosts. 5Youhave
lived indulgently and luxuriously on the earth. You have fattened your
hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the
righteous person, although he does not resist you.

Patience in Suffering
7 So be patient, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s return. Think of

how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the ground and is patient
for it until it receives the early and late rains. 8 You also be patient and
strengthen your hearts, for the Lord’s return is near. 9Do not grumble
against one another, brothers and sisters, so that youmay not be judged.
See, the judge stands before the gates! 10 As an example of suffering
and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the
Lord’s name. 11 Think of how we regard as blessed those who have
endured. You have heard of Job’s endurance and you have seen the
Lord’s purpose, that the Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 12 And
above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear, either by heaven or by
earth or by any other oath. But let your “Yes”be yes and your “No”be no,
so that youmay not fall into judgment.

Prayer for the Sick
13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is anyone in good

spirits? He should sing praises. 14 Is anyone among you ill? He should
summon the elders of the church, and they should pray for him and
anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith
will save the one who is sick and the Lord will raise him up – and if he
has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 So confess your sins to one
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another and pray for one another so that youmay be healed. The prayer
of a righteous person has great effectiveness. 17 Elijah was a human
being like us, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain and there
was no rain on the land for three years and six months! 18 Then he
prayedagain, and the skygaverainand the landsproutedwithaharvest.

19 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the
truth and someone turns him back, 20he should know that the one who
turns a sinner back fromhiswandering pathwill save that person’s soul
from death andwill cover amultitude of sins.
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1 Peter
Salutation

1 From Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those temporarily residing
abroad (in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, the province of Asia, and Bithy-
nia) who are chosen 2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father
by being set apart by the Spirit for obedience and for sprinkling with
Jesus Christ’s blood. May grace and peace be yours in full measure!

NewBirth to Joy andHoliness
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great

mercy he gave us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 that is, into an inheritance imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading. It is reserved in heaven for you, 5who byGod’s
power are protected through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. 6This brings you great joy, although youmayhave to suffer
for a short time in various trials. 7Such trials show the proven character
of your faith, which ismuchmore valuable than gold – gold that is tested
by fire, even though it is passing away – and will bring praise and glory
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 You have not seen him, but
you love him. You do not see him now but you believe in him, and so
you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 because you are
attaining the goal of your faith – the salvation of your souls.

10Concerning this salvation, theprophetswhopredicted thegrace that
would come to you searched and investigated carefully. 11They probed
into what person or time the Spirit of Christ within themwas indicating
when he testified beforehand about the sufferings appointed for Christ
and his subsequent glory. 12 They were shown that they were serving
not themselves but you, in regard to the things now announced to you
through those who proclaimed the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent
from heaven – things angels long to catch a glimpse of.

13Therefore, get yourminds ready for action by being fully sober, and
set your hope completely on the grace that will be brought to you when
JesusChrist is revealed. 14Likeobedient children, donot complywith the
evil urges you used to follow in your ignorance, 15but, like the Holy One
who called you, become holy yourselves in all of your conduct, 16 for it is
written, “ You shall be holy, because I amholy.” 17And if you address
as Father the one who impartially judges according to each one’s work,
live out the time of your temporary residence here in reverence. 18You
know that from your empty way of life inherited from your ancestors
you were ransomed – not by perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but
bypreciousblood like that of anunblemishedand spotless lamb, namely
Christ. 20Hewas foreknown before the foundation of theworld but was
manifested in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you now
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God.

22You have purified your souls by obeying the truth in order to show
sincere mutual love. So love one another earnestly from a pure heart.



1 Peter 1:23 291 1 Peter 2:23

23Youhave been born anew, not fromperishable but from imperishable
seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 24For
all flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of the grass;
the grasswithers and the flower falls off,
25 but theword of the Lord endures forever.

And this is the word that was proclaimed to you.

2
1 So get rid of all evil and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all

slander. 2Andyearn likenewborn infants forpure, spiritualmilk, so that
by it you may grow up to salvation, 3 if you have experienced the Lord’s
kindness.

A Living Stone, a Chosen People
4So as you come to him, a living stone rejected bymen but chosen and

priceless in God’s sight, 5you yourselves, as living stones, are built up as
a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood and to offer spiritual sacrifices
thatareacceptable toGod through JesusChrist. 6For it says in scripture, “
Look,I lay inZionastone, achosenandpriceless cornerstone, andwhoever
believes in him will never be put to shame*.” 7 So you who believe see
his value, but for those who do not believe, the stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone, 8 and a stumbling-stone and a rock
to trip over*. They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people of his own, so that you may proclaim the virtues of the
onewho called you out of darkness into hismarvelous light. 10You once
were not a people, but now you are God’s people. You were shown no
mercy, but now you have receivedmercy.

11Dear friends, I urge you as foreigners and exiles to keep away from
fleshly desires that do battle against the soul, 12 and maintain good
conduct among the non-Christians, so that though they nowmalign you
as wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God when he
appears.

Submission to Authorities
13Be subject to everyhuman institution for theLord’s sake,whether to

a king as supreme 14 or to governors as those he commissions to punish
wrongdoers and praise those who do good. 15 For God wants you to
silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing good. 16 Live as free
people, not using your freedom as a pretext for evil, but as God’s slaves.
17Honorall people, love the family of believers, fearGod, honor theking.

18 Slaves, be subject to your masters with all reverence, not only to
thosewho are good and gentle, but also to thosewho are perverse. 19For
this finds God’s favor, if because of conscience toward God someone
endures hardships in suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if you
sin and are mistreated and endure it? But if you do good and suffer
and so endure, this finds favor with God. 21 For to this you were called,
since Christ also suffered for you, leaving an example for you to follow
in his steps. 22He committed no sin nor was deceit found in his mouth.
23When he was maligned, he did not answer back; when he suffered,
he threatened no retaliation, but committed himself to God who judges
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justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we may
cease from sinning and live for righteousness. By his wounds you were
healed. 25For youwere going astray like sheep but now you have turned
back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

3
1 In the same way, wives, be subject to your own husbands. Then,

even if some are disobedient to the word, theywill be won over without
a word by the way you live, 2 when they see your pure and reverent
conduct. 3 Let your beauty not be external – the braiding of hair and
wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes – 4 but the inner person of the
heart, the lasting beauty of a gentle and tranquil spirit, which is precious
in God’s sight. 5For in the same way the holy women who hoped in God
long ago adorned themselves by being subject to their husbands, 6 like
Sarahwho obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. You become her children
when you do what is good and have no fear in doing so. 7 Husbands,
in the same way, treat your wives with consideration as the weaker
partners and show themhonor as fellow heirs of the grace of life. In this
way nothing will hinder your prayers.

Suffering for Doing Good
8Finally, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, affectionate, compas-

sionate, and humble. 9Do not return evil for evil or insult for insult, but
instead bless others because youwere called to inherit a blessing. 10For
the one who wants to love life and see good days must keep his

tongue from evil and his lips fromuttering deceit.
11 Andhemust turn away from evil and do good;
hemust seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous and his ears are

open to their prayer.
But the Lord’s face is against thosewho do evil.

13 For who is going to harm you if you are devoted to what is good?
14 But in fact, if you happen to suffer for doing what is right, you are
blessed. Butdonot be terrifiedof themorbe shaken. 15But set Christ
apart as Lord in your hearts and always be ready to give an answer to
anyone who asks about the hope you possess. 16 Yet do it with courtesy
and respect, keeping a good conscience, so that those who slander your
good conduct inChristmaybeput to shamewhen they accuse you. 17For
it is better to suffer for doing good, if God wills it, than for doing evil. 18
Because Christ also suffered once for sins,
the just for the unjust,
to bring you to God,
by being put to death in the flesh
but by beingmade alive in the spirit.
19 In it he went and preached to the spirits in prison,

20 after they were disobedient long ago when God patiently waited
in the days of Noah as an ark was being constructed. In the ark a few,
that is eight souls, were delivered through water. 21And this prefigured
baptism, which now saves you – not the washing off of physical dirt but
the pledge of a good conscience to God – through the resurrection of
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Jesus Christ, 22whowent into heavenand is at the right handofGodwith
angels and authorities and powers subject to him.

4
1So, sinceChrist suffered in theflesh, youalso armyourselveswith the

sameattitude, because the onewhohas suffered in thefleshhasfinished
with sin, 2 in that he spends the rest of his time on earth concerned
about the will of God and not human desires. 3 For the time that has
passed was sufficient for you to do what the non-Christians desire. You
lived then indebauchery, evil desires, drunkenness, carousing, drinking
bouts, and wanton idolatries. 4 So they are astonished when you do
not rush with them into the same flood of wickedness, and they vilify
you. 5 They will face a reckoning before Jesus Christ who stands ready
to judge the living and the dead. 6Now it was for this very purpose that
the gospel was preached to thosewho are nowdead, so that though they
were judged in the flesh by human standards they may live spiritually
by God’s standards.

Service, Suffering, and Judgment
7 For the culmination of all things is near. So be self-controlled and

sober-minded for the sake of prayer. 8 Above all keep your love for
one another fervent, because love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show
hospitality to one another without complaining. 10 Just as each one has
received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of the varied
grace of God. 11Whoever speaks, let it be with God’s words. Whoever
serves, do so with the strength that God supplies, so that in everything
God will be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and
the power forever and ever. Amen.

12 Dear friends, do not be astonished that a trial by fire is occurring
among you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But
rejoice in the degree that you have shared in the sufferings of Christ, so
thatwhenhis glory is revealed youmayalso rejoice andbe glad. 14 If you
are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory, who is the Spirit of God, rests on you. 15 But let none of you
suffer as a murderer or thief or criminal or as a troublemaker. 16But if
you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but glorify God that you
bear such a name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin, starting with
the house of God. And if it starts with us, what will be the fate of those
who are disobedient to the gospel of God? 18And if the righteous are
barely saved, what will become of the ungodly and sinners? 19 So
then let those who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls
to a faithful Creator as they do good.

5
1 So as your fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings and as

one who shares in the glory that will be revealed, I urge the elders
amongyou: 2Givea shepherd’s care toGod’sflockamongyou, exercising
oversight not merely as a duty but willingly under God’s direction, not
for shameful profit but eagerly. 3And do not lord it over those entrusted
to you, but be examples to the flock. 4 Then when the Chief Shepherd
appears, you will receive the crown of glory that never fades away.
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5 In the same way, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. And
all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. 6 And God will
exalt you in due time, if you humble yourselves under his mighty hand
7bycastingall your caresonhimbecausehe cares for you. 8Be soberand
alert. Your enemy the devil, like a roaring lion, is on the prowl looking
for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, strong in your faith, because you
know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are enduring
the same kinds of suffering. 10 And, after you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all grace who called you to his eternal glory in Christ
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him
belongs the power forever. Amen.

Final Greetings
12 Through Silvanus, whom I know to be a faithful brother, I have

written to you briefly, in order to encourage you and testify that this is
the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13 The church in Babylon, chosen
together with you, greets you, and so does Mark, my son. 14 Greet one
another with a loving kiss. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
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2 Peter
Salutation

1 From Simeon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who
through the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ, have
been granted a faith just as precious as ours. 2May grace and peace be
lavished on you as you grow in the rich knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord!

Believers’ Salvation and theWork of God
3 I can pray this because his divine power has bestowed on us ev-

erything necessary for life and godliness through the rich knowledge
of the one who called us by his own glory and excellence. 4 Through
these things he has bestowed on us his precious and most magnificent
promises, so that by means of what was promised you may become
partakers of the divine nature, after escaping the worldly corruption
that is produced by evil desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort
to add to your faith excellence, to excellence, knowledge; 6 to knowledge,
self-control; to self-control, perseverance; to perseverance, godliness;
7 to godliness, brotherly affection; to brotherly affection, unselfish love.
8 For if these things are really yours and are continually increasing,
they will keep you from becoming ineffective and unproductive in
your pursuit of knowing our Lord Jesus Christ more intimately. 9 But
concerning the one who lacks such things – he is blind. That is to say, he
is nearsighted, sincehehas forgotten about the cleansing of his past sins.
10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, make every effort to be sure of your
calling and election. For by doing this you will never stumble into sin.
11For thus an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, will be richly provided for you.

Salvation Based on theWord of God
12 Therefore, I intend to remind you constantly of these things even

though you know them and are well established in the truth that you
nowhave. 13 Indeed, as long as I am in this tabernacle, I consider it right
to stir you up by way of a reminder, 14 since I know that my tabernacle
will soon be removed, because our Lord Jesus Christ revealed this tome.
15 Indeed, Iwill alsomakeevery effort that, aftermydeparture, youhave
a testimony of these things.

16 For we did not follow cleverly concocted fables when we made
known toyou thepowerand returnof ourLord JesusChrist; no,wewere
eyewitnesses of his grandeur. 17 For he received honor and glory from
God the Father, when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic
Glory: “This ismy dear Son, inwhom I amdelighted.” 18When this voice
was conveyed from heaven, we ourselves heard it, for we were with
him on the holy mountain. 19Moreover, we possess the prophetic word
as an altogether reliable thing. You do well if you pay attention to this
as you would to a light shining in a murky place, until the day dawns
and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you do well if
you recognize this: No prophecy of scripture ever comes about by the
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prophet’s own imagination, 21 for noprophecywas everborneof human
impulse; rather, men carried along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2
1But false prophets arose among the people, just as there will be false

teachers among you. These false teachers will infiltrate yourmidst with
destructiveheresies, even to thepoint of denying theMasterwhobought
them. As a result, they will bring swift destruction on themselves. 2And
many will follow their debauched lifestyles. Because of these false
teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. 3 And in their greed they
will exploit youwithdeceptivewords. Their condemnationpronounced
long ago is not sitting idly by; their destruction is not asleep.

4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but threw them into
hell and locked them up in chains in utter darkness, to be kept until the
judgment, 5 and if he did not spare the ancient world, but did protect
Noah, a herald of righteousness, along with seven others, when God
brought a flood on an ungodly world, 6 and if he turned to ashes the
cities of SodomandGomorrahwhenhe condemned themtodestruction,
having appointed them to serve as an example to future generations of
the ungodly, 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man in anguish over
the debauched lifestyle of lawlessmen, 8 (forwhile he lived among them
day after day, that righteousmanwas tormented in his righteous soul by
the lawless deeds he saw and heard ) 9 – if so, then the Lord knows how
to rescue the godly from their trials, and to reserve the unrighteous for
punishment at thedayof judgment, 10especially thosewho indulge their
fleshly desires and who despise authority.
Brazen and insolent, they are not afraid to insult the glorious ones,

11 yet even angels, who are much more powerful, do not bring a slan-
derous judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But these men, like
irrational animals – creatures of instinct, born to be caught and de-
stroyed – do not understandwhom they are insulting, and consequently
in their destruction they will be destroyed, 13 suffering harm as the
wages for their harmful ways. By considering it a pleasure to carouse
in broad daylight, they are stains and blemishes, indulging in their
deceitful pleasures when they feast togetherwith you. 14Their eyes, full
of adultery, never stop sinning; they entice unstable people. They have
trained their hearts for greed, these cursed children! 15 By forsaking
the right path they have gone astray, because they followed the way of
Balaam son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 16 yet
was rebuked for his own transgression (a dumb donkey, speaking with
a human voice, restrained the prophet’s madness).

17 These men are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm, for
whom the utter depths of darkness have been reserved. 18 For by
speaking high-sounding but empty words they are able to entice, with
fleshly desires andwith debauchery, peoplewhohave just escaped from
those who reside in error. 19 Although these false teachers promise
such people freedom, they themselves are enslaved to immorality. For
whatever a person succumbs to, to that he is enslaved. 20For if after they
have escaped the filthy things of the world through the rich knowledge
of ourLordandSavior JesusChrist, they again get entangled in themand
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succumb to them, their last state has become worse for them than their
first. 21For it would have been better for them never to have known the
way of righteousness than, having known it, to turn back from the holy
commandment thathadbeendelivered to them. 22Theyare illustrations
of this true proverb: “ A dog returns to its own vomit,” and “A sow, after
washing herself, wallows in themire.”

3
1Dear friends, this is already the second letter I have written you, in

which I am trying to stir up your puremind byway of reminder: 2 Iwant
you to recall both the predictions foretold by the holy prophets and the
commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles. 3 Above
all, understand this: In the last days blatant scoffers will come, being
propelled by their own evil urges 4 and saying, “Where is his promised
return? For ever since our ancestors died, all things have continued
as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately
suppress this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long ago and
an earth was formed out of water and by means of water. 6 Through
these things the world existing at that time was destroyed when it was
deluged with water. 7 But by the same word the present heavens and
earth have been reserved for fire, by being kept for the day of judgment
and destruction of the ungodly.

8Now, dear friends, do not let this one thing escape your notice, that
a single day is like a thousand years with the Lord and a thousand years
are like a single day. 9 The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as
some regard slowness, but is being patient toward you, because he does
not wish for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 10 But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief; when it comes, the heavens will
disappearwithahorrificnoise, and the celestial bodieswillmelt away in
ablaze, and the earth andeverydeeddoneon itwill be laidbare. 11Since
all these things are tomelt away in thismanner,what sort of peoplemust
we be, conducting our lives in holiness and godliness, 12while waiting
for and hastening the coming of the day of God? Because of this day,
the heavenswill be burned up and dissolve, and the celestial bodieswill
melt away in a blaze! 13But, according to his promise, we arewaiting for
new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness truly resides.

Exhortation to the Faithful
14Therefore, dear friends, sinceyouarewaiting for these things, strive

to be found at peace, without spot or blemish, when you come into his
presence. 15 And regard the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as
also our dear brother Paul wrote to you, according to the wisdom given
to him, 16 speaking of these things in all his letters. Some things in these
letters are hard to understand, things the ignorant and unstable twist
to their own destruction, as they also do to the rest of the scriptures.
17Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your
guard that you do not get led astray by the error of these unprincipled
men and fall from your firm grasp on the truth. 18But grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the honor
both now and on that eternal day.
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1 John
The Prologue to the Letter

1This is what we proclaim to you: what was from the beginning, what
we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked
at and our hands have touched (concerning the word of life – 2 and the
life was revealed, and we have seen and testify and announce to you
the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us). 3What
we have seen and heard we announce to you too, so that you may have
fellowship with us (and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ). 4Thus we are writing these things so that our
joymay be complete.

God Is Light, SoWeMustWalk in the Light
5 Now this is the gospel message we have heard from him and an-

nounce to you: God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If
we say we have fellowship with him and yet keep on walking in the
darkness, we are lying and not practicing the truth. 7 But if we walk in
the lightashehimself is in the light,wehave fellowshipwithoneanother
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we do
not bear the guilt of sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not
in us. 9But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous, forgiving
us our sins and cleansing us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we
have not sinned, wemake him a liar and his word is not in us.

2
1 (My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may

not sin. ) But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous One, 2 and he himself is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, and not only for our sins but also for the whole world.

Keeping God’s Commandments
3Nowby this we know that we have come to knowGod: if we keep his

commandments. 4The onewho says “I have come to knowGod” and yet
does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in such
a person. 5But whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of
God has been perfected. By this we know that we are in him. 6 The one
who says he resides in God ought himself to walk just as Jesus walked.

7Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an
old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old
commandment is the word that you have already heard. 8On the other
hand, I amwriting a new commandment to youwhich is true in himand
inyou, because thedarkness is passing awayand the true light is already
shining. 9 The one who says he is in the light but still hates his fellow
Christian is still in thedarkness. 10Theonewho loveshis fellowChristian
resides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But
the one who hates his fellow Christian is in the darkness, walks in the
darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness
has blinded his eyes.
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Words of Reassurance
12 I amwriting to you, little children, that your sins have been forgiven

because of his name. 13 I am writing to you, fathers, that you have
knownhimwhohasbeen fromthebeginning. I amwriting toyou, young
people, that you have conquered the evil one. 14 I have written to you,
children, that you have known the Father. I havewritten to you, fathers,
that you have known him who has been from the beginning. I have
written to you, young people, that you are strong, and the word of God
resides in you, and you have conquered the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
theworld, the love of the Father is not in him, 16because all that is in the
world (thedesireof thefleshand thedesireof theeyesand thearrogance
produced by material possessions) is not from the Father, but is from
the world. 17And the world is passing away with all its desires, but the
person who does the will of God remains forever.

Warning About False Teachers
18Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the antichrist

is coming, so now many antichrists have appeared. We know from
this that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not
really belong to us, because if they had belonged to us, they would have
remained with us. But they went out from us to demonstrate that all of
them do not belong to us.

20Nevertheless you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all
know. 21 I have not written to you that you do not know the truth, but
that you do know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22Who is the liar but
the personwho denies that Jesus is the Christ ? This one is the antichrist:
the person who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Everyone who denies
the Son does not have the Father either. The person who confesses the
Son has the Father also.

24As for you, what you have heard from the beginning must remain
in you. If what you heard from the beginning remains in you, you also
will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25Now this is the promise that
he himself made to us: eternal life. 26These things I have written to you
about those who are trying to deceive you.

27Now as for you, the anointing that you received fromhim resides in
you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you. But as his anointing
teaches you about all things, it is true and is not a lie. Just as it has taught
you, you reside in him.

Children of God
28 And now, little children, remain in him, so that when he appears

wemay have confidence and not shrink away from him in shamewhen
he comes back. 29 If you know that he is righteous, you also know that
everyone who practices righteousness has been fathered by him.

3
1 (See what sort of love the Father has given to us: that we should be

calledGod’s children –and indeedweare! For this reason theworlddoes
not know us: because it did not know him. 2Dear friends, we are God’s
children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know
thatwhenever it is revealedwewill be like him, becausewewill see him
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just as he is. 3And everyone who has this hope focused on him purifies
himself, just as Jesus is pure).

4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; indeed, sin
is lawlessness. 5 And you know that Jesus was revealed to take away
sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 Everyone who resides in him does
not sin; everyonewho sins has neither seen himnor known him. 7Little
children, let no one deceive you: The onewho practices righteousness is
righteous, just as Jesus is righteous. 8The one who practices sin is of the
devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was revealed: to destroy the works of the devil.
9Everyonewho has been fathered by God does not practice sin, because
God’s seed resides in him, and thus he is not able to sin, because he has
been fathered by God. 10By this the children of God and the children of
the devil are revealed: Everyone who does not practice righteousness –
the one who does not love his fellow Christian – is not of God.

God Is Love, SoWeMust Love One Another
11 For this is the gospel message that you have heard from the begin-

ning: thatwe should loveoneanother, 12not likeCainwhowasof the evil
one and brutally murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his deeds were evil, but his brother’s were righteous.

13 Therefore do not be surprised, brothers and sisters, if the world
hates you. 14 We know that we have crossed over from death to life
because we love our fellow Christians. The one who does not love
remains in death. 15 Everyone who hates his fellow Christian is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in
him. 16 We have come to know love by this: that Jesus laid down his
life for us; thus we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians.
17Butwhoever has theworld’s possessions and sees his fellow Christian
in need and shuts off his compassion against him, how can the love of
God reside in such a person?

18Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue but in deed
and truth. 19 And by this we will know that we are of the truth and
will convince our conscience in his presence, 20 that if our conscience
condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience and knows all
things. 21Dear friends, if our conscience does not condemn us, we have
confidence in the presence of God, 22 and whatever we ask we receive
from him, because we keep his commandments and do the things that
are pleasing to him. 23Now this is his commandment: that we believe
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he gave
us the commandment. 24And the personwho keeps his commandments
resides in God, and God in him. Now by this we know that God resides
in us: by the Spirit he has given us.

4
1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to

determine if they are fromGod, becausemany false prophets have gone
out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that confesses Jesus as the Christ who has come in the flesh is from God,
3but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God, and this is
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the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming, and now is
already in the world.

4You are fromGod, little children, and have conquered them, because
the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5They
are from the world; therefore they speak from the world’s perspective
and theworld listens to them. 6Weare fromGod; the personwho knows
God listens to us, but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By
this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deceit.

God is Love
7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and

everyone who loves has been fathered by God and knows God. 8 The
person who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9By
this the love of God is revealed in us: that God has sent his one and only
Son into theworld so thatwemay live through him. 10 In this is love: not
that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins.

11 Dear friends, if God so loved us, then we also ought to love one
another. 12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another,
God resides in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that
we reside in God and he in us: in that he has given us of his Spirit. 14And
wehave seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior
of the world.

15 If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God resides in him
and he in God. 16Andwe have come to know and to believe the love that
God has in us. God is love, and the one who resides in love resides in
God, and God resides in him. 17By this love is perfected with us, so that
wemay have confidence in the day of judgment, because just as Jesus is,
so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who
fears punishment has not been perfected in love. 19We love because he
loved us first.

20 If anyone says “I love God” and yet hates his fellow Christian, he is a
liar, because the onewhodoes not love his fellowChristianwhomhehas
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And the commandment
we have from him is this: that the one who loves God should love his
fellow Christian too.

5
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been fathered by

God, and everyonewho loves the father loves the child fathered by him.
2 By this we know that we love the children of God: whenever we love
God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God: that
we keep his commandments. And his commandments do not weigh us
down, 4 because everyone who has been fathered by God conquers the
world.

Testimony About the Son
This is the conquering power that has conquered theworld: our faith.

5Now who is the person who has conquered the world except the one
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 Jesus Christ is the one who
came by water and blood – not by the water only, but by the water and
the blood. And the Spirit is the onewho testifies, because the Spirit is the
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truth. 7For there are three that testify, 8 the Spirit and the water and the
blood, and these three are in agreement.

9 If we accept the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater,
because this is the testimony of God that he has testified concerning his
Son. 10 (The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in
himself; the one who does not believe God has made him a liar, because
he has not believed in the testimony that God has testified concerning
his Son.) 11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son. 12The onewho has the Son has this eternal life; the
one who does not have the Son of God does not have this eternal life.

Assurance of Eternal Life
13 I havewritten these things to youwhobelieve in thenameof the Son

of God so that youmay know that you have eternal life.
14And this is the confidence that we have before him: that whenever

we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know
that he hears us in regard to whatever we ask, then we know that we
have the requests that we have asked from him. 16 If anyone sees his
fellow Christian committing a sin not resulting in death, he should ask,
and God will grant life to the person who commits a sin not resulting in
death. There is a sin resulting in death. I do not say that he should ask
about that. 17All unrighteousness is sin, but there is sin not resulting in
death.

18 We know that everyone fathered by God does not sin, but God
protects the one he has fathered, and the evil one cannot touch him.
19Weknow thatwe are fromGod, and thewholeworld lies in the power
of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has
given us insight to know himwho is true, andwe are in himwho is true,
in his Son Jesus Christ. This one is the true God and eternal life. 21Little
children, guard yourselves from idols.
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2 John
Introduction and Thanksgiving

1From the elder, to an elect lady andher children,whom I love in truth
(and not I alone, but also all those who know the truth), 2because of the
truth that resides in us and will be with us forever. 3Grace, mercy, and
peace will be with us fromGod the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son
of the Father, in truth and love.

4 I rejoiced greatly because I have found some of your children living
according to the truth, just as the Father commanded us.

Warning Against False Teachers
5But now I ask you, lady (not as if Iwerewriting a newcommandment

toyou, but theonewehavehad fromthebeginning), thatwe loveonean-
other. 6 (Now this is love: thatwewalk according tohis commandments.)
This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning;
thus you should walk in it. 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the
world, peoplewhodonot confess JesusasChrist coming in theflesh. This
person is the deceiver and the antichrist! 8Watch out, so that you do not
lose the things we have worked for, but receive a full reward.

9Everyone who goes on ahead and does not remain in the teaching of
Christ does not haveGod. The onewho remains in this teachinghas both
the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this
teaching, do not receive him into your house and do not give him any
greeting, 11 because the person who gives him a greeting shares in his
evil deeds.

Conclusion
12 Though I have many other things to write to you, I do not want to

do so with paper and ink, but I hope to come visit you and speak face to
face, so that our joymay be complete.

13The children of your elect sister greet you.
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3 John
Introduction and Thanksgiving

1From the elder, toGaiusmydear brother,whom I love in truth. 2Dear
friend, I pray that all may go well with you and that youmay be in good
health, just as it is well with your soul. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when the
brothers cameand testified toyour truth, just as youare livingaccording
to the truth.

4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are living
according to the truth.

The Charge to Gaius
5 Dear friend, you demonstrate faithfulness by whatever you do for

the brothers (even though they are strangers). 6 They have testified to
your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their
way in a manner worthy of God. 7For they have gone forth on behalf of
“TheName,” acceptingnothing from thepagans. 8Thereforeweought to
support such people, so that we become coworkers in cooperation with
the truth.

Diotrephes the Troublemaker
9 Iwrote something to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first

among them, does not acknowledge us. 10Therefore, if I come, I will call
attention to the deeds he is doing – the bringing of unjustified charges
against us with evil words! And not being content with that, he not only
refuses to welcome the brothers himself, but hinders the people who
want to do so and throws them out of the church! 11Dear friend, do not
imitate what is bad but what is good. The one who does good is of God;
the one who does what is bad has not seen God.

Worthy Demetrius
12 Demetrius has been testified to by all, even by the truth itself. We

also testify to him, and you know that our testimony is true.
Conclusion

13 I have many things to write to you, but I do not wish to write to you
with pen and ink. 14But I hope to see you right away, and we will speak
face to face. Peace be with you. The friends here greet you. Greet the
friends there by name.
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Jude

Salutation
1From Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who

are called, wrapped in the love of God the Father and kept for Jesus
Christ. 2Maymercy, peace, and love be lavished on you!

Condemnation of the False Teachers
3 Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you about our

common salvation, I now feel compelled instead to write to encourage
you to contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all entrusted
to the saints. 4 For certain men have secretly slipped in among you –
men who long ago were marked out for the condemnation I am about
to describe – ungodly men who have turned the grace of our God into a
license for evil and who deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

5 Now I desire to remind you (even though you have been fully
informed of these facts once for all ) that Jesus, having saved the people
out of the land of Egypt, later destroyed those who did not believe. 6You
also know that the angels who did not keep within their proper domain
but abandoned their own place of residence, he has kept in eternal
chains in utter darkness, locked up for the judgment of the great Day.
7 So also Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighboring towns, since they
indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire in a way
similar to these angels, are now displayed as an example by suffering
the punishment of eternal fire.

8 Yet these men, as a result of their dreams, defile the flesh, reject
authority, and insult the glorious ones. 9 But even when Michael the
archangelwas arguingwith the devil anddebatingwith him concerning
Moses’ body, he did not dare to bring a slanderous judgment, but said,
“May the Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these men do not understand the
things they slander, and they are being destroyedby the very things that,
like irrational animals, they instinctively comprehend. 11Woe to them!
For they have traveled down Cain’s path, and because of greed have
abandoned themselves to Balaam’s error; hence, they will certainly
perish in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These men are dangerous reefs at your
love feasts, feasting without reverence, feeding only themselves. They
are waterless clouds, carried along by the winds; autumn trees without
fruit – twice dead, uprooted; 13 wild sea waves, spewing out the foam
of their shame; wayward stars for whom the utter depths of eternal
darkness have been reserved.

14 Now Enoch, the seventh in descent beginning with Adam, even
prophesied of them, saying, “Look! The Lord is coming with thousands
and thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all, and to
convict every person of all their thoroughly ungodly deeds that they
have committed, and of all the harsh words that ungodly sinners have
spoken against him.” 16 These people are grumblers and fault-finders
who go wherever their desires lead them, and they give bombastic
speeches, enchanting folks for their own gain.
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Exhortation to the Faithful
17But you, dear friends – recall the predictions foretold by the apostles

ofourLord JesusChrist. 18For theysaid toyou, “In theend time therewill
come scoffers, propelled by their own ungodly desires.” 19These people
are divisive, worldly, devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, dear friends, by
building yourselves up in your most holy faith, by praying in the Holy
Spirit, 21maintain yourselves in the love of God, while anticipating the
mercyof ourLord JesusChrist that brings eternal life. 22Andhavemercy
on those who waver; 23 save others by snatching them out of the fire;
havemercyonothers, coupledwitha fearofGod, hatingeven theclothes
stained by the flesh.

Final Blessing
24Now to the onewho is able to keepyou from falling, and to cause you

to stand, rejoicing, without blemish before his glorious presence, 25 to
the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
power, and authority, before all time, and now, and for all eternity.
Amen.
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Revelation

The Prologue
1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his

servants what must happen very soon. He made it clear by sending
his angel to his servant John, 2who then testified to everything that he
saw concerning the word of God and the testimony about Jesus Christ.
3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy aloud, and
blessed are those who hear and obey the things written in it, because
the time is near!

4 From John, to the seven churches that are in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from “he who is,” and who was, and who is still
to come, and fromthe seven spiritswhoarebeforehis throne, 5and from
JesusChrist – the faithfulwitness, thefirstborn fromamong thedead, the
ruler over the kings of the earth. To the one who loves us and has set us
free fromour sins at the cost of his ownblood 6andhas appointedus as a
kingdom, as priests serving his God and Father – to him be the glory and
the power for ever and ever! Amen.
7 (Look! He is returningwith the clouds,
and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him,
and all the tribes on the earth will mourn because of him.
This will certainly come to pass! Amen.)

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God – the one who is,
and whowas, and who is still to come – the All-Powerful!

9 I, John, your brother and the one who shares with you in the
persecution, kingdom, andendurance thatare in Jesus,wason the island
called Patmos because of theword ofGod and the testimony about Jesus.
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day when I heard behind me a loud
voice like a trumpet, 11 saying: “Write in a book what you see and send
it to the seven churches – to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see whose voice was speaking to me, and when I did so,
I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands
was one like a son of man. He was dressed in a robe extending down to
his feet and hewore awide golden belt aroundhis chest. 14His head and
hairwere aswhite aswool, even aswhite as snow, andhis eyeswere like
a fiery flame. 15His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace,
and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16He held seven stars
in his right hand, and a sharp double-edged sword extended out of his
mouth. His face shone like the sun shining at full strength. 17When I
saw him I fell down at his feet as though I were dead, but he placed his
right hand onme and said: “Do not be afraid! I am the first and the last,
18 and the one who lives! I was dead, but look, now I am alive – forever
and ever – and I hold the keys of death and of Hades! 19Therefore write
whatyousaw,what is, andwhatwill beafter these things. 20Themystery
of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and the seven golden
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lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches
and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

2
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has a firm grasp

on the seven stars in his right hand – the one who walks among the
seven golden lampstands: 2 ‘I know your works as well as your labor
and steadfast endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have
even put to the test those who refer to themselves as apostles (but are
not), and have discovered that they are false. 3 I am also aware that you
have persisted steadfastly, endured much for the sake of my name, and
have not grownweary. 4But I have this against you: You have departed
from your first love! 5 Therefore, remember from what high state you
have fallen and repent! Do the deeds you did at the first; if not, I will
come to you and remove your lampstand from its place – that is, if you
do not repent. 6 But you do have this going for you: You hate what the
Nicolaitans practice – practices I also hate. 7 The one who has an ear
had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who
conquers, I will permit him to eat from the tree of life that is in the
paradise of God.’

To the Church in Smyrna
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who is the first and the

last, the one who was dead, but came to life: 9 ‘I know the distress you
are sufferingandyourpoverty (butyouare rich). I alsoknowthe slander
against youby thosewho call themselves Jews and really arenot, but are
a synagogue of Satan. 10Do not be afraid of the things you are about to
suffer. The devil is about to have some of you thrown into prison so you
may be tested, and you will experience suffering for ten days. Remain
faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown that is
life itself. 11The onewho has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. The onewho conquers will in noway be harmed by the
second death.’

To the Church in Pergamum
12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamumwrite the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has the sharp

double-edged sword: 13 ‘I know where you live – where Satan’s throne
is. Yet you continue to cling to my name and you have not denied your
faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was
killed in your city where Satan lives. 14 But I have a few things against
you: You have some people there who follow the teaching of Balaam,
who instructedBalak to put a stumbling blockbefore the people of Israel
so theywould eat food sacrificed to idols and commit sexual immorality.
15 In the same way, there are also some among you who follow the
teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore, repent! If not, I will come
against you quickly and make war against those people with the sword
of mymouth. 17The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To the one who conquers, I will give him some of
the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and on that stone
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will be written a new name that no one can understand except the one
who receives it.’

To the Church in Thyatira
18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira writethe following:
“This is the solemnpronouncement of the SonofGod, the onewhohas

eyes like afieryflameandwhose feet are like polishedbronze: 19 ‘I know
your deeds: your love, faith, service, and steadfast endurance. In fact,
yourmore recent deeds are greater than your earlier ones. 20But I have
this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess, and by her teaching deceives my servants to commit sexual
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to
repent, but she is notwilling to repent of her sexual immorality. 22Look!
I am throwing her onto a bed of violent illness, and those who commit
adulterywithher into terrible suffering, unless they repent of herdeeds.
23 Furthermore, I will strike her followers with a deadly disease, and
then all the churches will know that I am the one who searches minds
and hearts. I will repay each one of youwhat your deeds deserve. 24But
to the rest of you in Thyatira, all who do not hold to this teaching (who
have not learned the so-called “deep secrets of Satan”), to you I say: I do
not put any additional burden on you. 25However, hold on to what you
have until I come. 26And to the onewho conquers andwho continues in
my deeds until the end, I will give him authority over the nations –
27 hewill rule themwith an iron rod*
and like clay jars he will break them to pieces,

28 just as I have received the right to rule from my Father – and I will
give him the morning star. 29 The one who has an ear had better hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.’

3
1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who holds the seven

spirits of God and the seven stars: ‘I know your deeds, that you have
a reputation that you are alive, but in reality you are dead. 2 Wake
up then, and strengthen what remains that was about to die, because I
have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3Therefore,
remember what you received and heard, and obey it, and repent. If you
do notwake up, I will come like a thief, and youwill never know atwhat
hour I will come against you. 4But you have a few individuals in Sardis
whohavenot stained their clothes, and theywillwalkwithmedressed in
white, because they areworthy. 5The onewho conquers will be dressed
like them in white clothing, and I will never erase his name from the
book of life, but will declare his name before my Father and before his
angels. 6The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.’

To the Church in Philadelphia
7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Holy One, the True One,

who holds the key of David, who opens doors no one can shut, and shuts
doors no one can open: 8 ‘I know your deeds. (Look! I have put in front
of you an open door that no one can shut.) I know that you have little
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strength, but you have obeyed my word and have not denied my name.
9Listen! I am going to make those people from the synagogue of Satan –
who say they are Jews yet are not, but are lying – Look, I will make them
comeandbowdownat your feet andacknowledge that I have loved you.
10Because youhavekeptmyadmonition to endure steadfastly, Iwill also
keep you from the hour of testing that is about to come on the whole
world to test thosewho live on the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold on to
what you have so that no one can take away your crown. 12The onewho
conquers I will make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will never
depart from it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of
the city of my God (the new Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven
frommyGod), andmy newname aswell. 13The onewho has an ear had
better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

To the Church in Laodicea
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write the following:
“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Amen, the faithful and true

witness, the originator of God’s creation: 15 ‘I know your deeds, that you
areneither coldnorhot. Iwishyouwere either cold orhot! 16Sobecause
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out
of my mouth! 17 Because you say, “I am rich and have acquired great
wealth, and need nothing,” but do not realize that you are wretched,
pitiful, poor, blind, and naked, 18 take my advice and buy gold from me
refined by fire so you can become rich! Buy from me white clothing so
you can be clothed and your shameful nakedness will not be exposed,
and buy eye salve to put on your eyes so you can see! 19 All those I
love, I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent! 20 Listen! I am
standing at the door and knocking! If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door I will come into his home and share a meal with him, and he
with me. 21 I will grant the one who conquers permission to sit with me
on my throne, just as I too conquered and sat down with my Father on
his throne. 22 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.’ ”

4
1 After these things I looked, and there was a door standing open in

heaven! And the first voice I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet
said: “Comeuphere so that I can showyouwhatmusthappenafter these
things.” 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit, and a throne was standing
in heaven with someone seated on it! 3 And the one seated on it was
like jasper and carnelian in appearance, and a rainbow looking like it
was made of emerald encircled the throne. 4 In a circle around the
throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on those thrones
were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white clothing and had
golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne came out flashes of
lightning and roaring and crashes of thunder. Seven flaming torches,
which are the seven spirits of God, were burning in front of the throne
6and in front of the thronewas something like a sea of glass, like crystal.
In the middle of the throne and around the throne were four living

creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 7The first living creature was
like a lion, the second creature like an ox, the third creature had a face



Revelation 4:8 311 Revelation 5:13

like a man’s, and the fourth creature looked like an eagle flying. 8 Each
one of the four living creatures had six wings and was full of eyes all
around and inside. They never rest day or night, saying:
“Holy Holy Holy is the Lord God, the All-Powerful,
Whowas andwho is, and who is still to come!”

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to
the onewho sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-
four elders throw themselves to the ground before the one who sits on
the throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever, and they
offer their crowns before his throne, saying:
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
since you created all things,
and because of your will they existed and were created!”

5
1Then I saw in the right hand of the onewhowas seated on the throne

a scroll written on the front and back and sealedwith seven seals. 2And
I saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud voice: “Who is worthy to
open the scroll and to break its seals?” 3But no one in heaven or on earth
or under the earthwas able to open the scroll or look into it. 4So I began
weeping bitterly because no onewas foundwhowasworthy to open the
scroll or to look into it. 5Thenoneof the elders said tome, “Stopweeping!
Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has conquered;
thus he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6Then I saw standing in themiddle of the throne and of the four living
creatures, and in themiddle of the elders, a Lamb that appeared to have
been killed. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 Then he came and took the
scroll from the right hand of the onewhowas seated on the throne, 8and
when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders threw themselves to the ground before the Lamb. Each of
themhad a harp and golden bowls full of incense (which are the prayers
of the saints). 9They were singing a new song:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals
because you were killed,
and at the cost of your own blood you have purchased for God
persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation.
10 You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests to serve our God,

and they will reign on the earth.”
11Then I looked and heard the voice ofmany angels in a circle around

the throne, as well as the living creatures and the elders. Their number
was ten thousand times ten thousand – thousands times thousands –
12all of whomwere singing in a loud voice:
“Worthy is the lambwhowas killed
to receive power andwealth
and wisdom andmight
and honor and glory and praise!”

13Then I heard every creature – in heaven, on earth, under the earth,
in the sea, and all that is in them – singing:
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“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!”

14 And the four living creatures were saying “Amen,” and the elders
threw themselves to the ground andworshiped.

6
1 I lookedonwhen theLambopenedoneof the seven seals, and Iheard

one of the four living creatures sayingwith a thunderous voice, “Come!”
2 So I looked, and here came a white horse! The one who rode it had
a bow, and he was given a crown, and as a conqueror he rode out to
conquer.

3 Then when the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second
living creature saying, “Come!” 4And another horse, fiery red, came out,
and the one who rode it was granted permission to take peace from the
earth, so that people would butcher one another, and he was given a
huge sword.

5 Then when the Lamb opened the third seal I heard the third living
creature saying, “Come!” So I looked, and here came a black horse! The
onewhorode ithadabalance scale inhishand. 6Then Iheardsomething
like a voice from among the four living creatures saying, “A quart of
wheat will cost a day’s pay and three quarts of barley will cost a day’s
pay. But do not damage the olive oil and the wine!”

7Then when the Lamb opened the fourth seal I heard the voice of the
fourth living creature saying, “Come!” 8So I looked andhere came apale
green horse! The name of the one who rode it was Death, and Hades
followed right behind. They were given authority over a fourth of the
earth, to kill its population with the sword, famine, and disease, and by
the wild animals of the earth.

9Now when the Lamb opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been violently killed because of the word of God
and because of the testimony they had given. 10 They cried out with a
loudvoice, “How long, SovereignMaster, holy and true, before you judge
those who live on the earth and avenge our blood?” 11 Each of them
was given a long white robe and they were told to rest for a little longer,
until the full numberwas reachedof both their fellow servants and their
brothers whowere going to be killed just as they had been.

12 Then I looked when the Lamb opened the sixth seal, and a huge
earthquake took place; the sun became as black as sackcloth made of
hair, and the full moon became blood red; 13 and the stars in the sky fell
to theearth likeafig treedropping itsunripefigswhenshakenbyafierce
wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll being rolled up, and every
mountain and island was moved from its place. 15Then the kings of the
earth, the very important people, the generals, the rich, the powerful,
and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among
the rocks of the mountains. 16 They said to the mountains and to the
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who is seated on
the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 because the great day of
their wrath has come, and who is able to withstand it?”
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7
1After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,

holding back the four winds of the earth so no wind could blow on the
earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending
from the east, who had the seal of the living God. He shouted out with a
loud voice to the four angels who had been given permission to damage
the earth and the sea: 3 “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees
until we have put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”
4Now I heard the number of those who were marked with the seal, one
hundredand forty-four thousand, sealed fromall the tribesof thepeople
of Israel:
5From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand,
6 from the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Naphtali, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand,
7 from the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand,
8 from the tribe of Zebulun, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.

9After these things I looked, and herewas an enormous crowd that no
one could count, made up of persons from every nation, tribe, people,
and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb dressed
in longwhite robes, andwithpalmbranches in theirhands. 10Theywere
shouting out in a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God,
to the one seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 And all the angels stood there in a circle around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they threw them-
selves down with their faces to the ground before the throne and
worshiped God, 12 saying,
“Amen! Praise and glory,
and wisdom and thanksgiving,
and honor and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

13Then one of the elders askedme, “These dressed in longwhite robes
– who are they and where have they come from?” 14 So I said to him,
“My lord, you know the answer.” Then he said to me, “These are the
oneswhohavecomeoutof thegreat tribulation. Theyhavewashed their
robes andmade themwhite in the blood of the Lamb! 15For this reason
they are before the throne of God, and they serve him day and night in
his temple, and the one seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They
will never go hungry or be thirsty again, and the sun will not beat down
on them, nor any burning heat, 17 because the Lamb in the middle of the
thronewill shepherd them and lead them to springs of livingwater, and
Godwill wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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8
1 Now when the Lamb opened the seventh seal there was silence in

heaven for about half an hour. 2Then I saw the seven angels who stand
before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 3 Another angel
holding a golden censer came and was stationed at the altar. A large
amountof incensewasgiven tohimtoofferup,with theprayersof all the
saints, on the golden altar that is before the throne. 4The smoke coming
from the incense, along with the prayers of the saints, ascended before
God from the angel’s hand. 5Then the angel took the censer, filled it with
fire from the altar, and threw it on the earth, and there were crashes of
thunder, roaring, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

6Now the seven angels holding the seven trumpets prepared to blow
them.

7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and there was hail and fire mixed
with blood, and itwas thrownat the earth so that a third of the earthwas
burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass
was burned up.

8Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great
mountain of burning fire was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea
became blood, 9 and a third of the creatures living in the sea died, and
a third of the ships were completely destroyed.

10Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a huge star burning like
a torch fell from the sky; it landed on a third of the rivers and on the
springs of water. 11 (Now the name of the star is Wormwood.) So a third
of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from these
waters because they were poisoned.

12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was
struck, and a third of themoon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of
them were darkened. And there was no light for a third of the day and
for a third of the night likewise. 13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle
flying directly overhead, proclaiming with a loud voice, “Woe! Woe!
Woe to those who live on the earth because of the remaining sounds of
the trumpets of the three angels who are about to blow them!”

9
1 Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had

fallen from the sky to the earth, and he was given the key to the shaft
of the abyss. 2He opened the shaft of the abyss and smoke rose out of
it like smoke from a giant furnace. The sun and the air were darkened
with smoke from the shaft. 3 Then out of the smoke came locusts onto
the earth, and they were given power like that of the scorpions of the
earth. 4Theywere told not to damage the grass of the earth, or any green
plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on
their forehead. 5The locusts were not given permission to kill them, but
only to torture them for fivemonths, and their torture was like that of a
scorpion when it stings a person. 6 In those days people will seek death,
butwill not be able tofind it; theywill long todie, but deathwill flee from
them.

7 Now the locusts looked like horses equipped for battle. On their
headswere something like crowns similar to gold, and their faces looked
likemen’s faces. 8They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were
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like lions’ teeth. 9 They had breastplates like iron breastplates, and the
sound of their wings was like the noise of many horse-drawn chariots
charging into battle. 10 They have tails and stingers like scorpions, and
their ability to injure people for five months is in their tails. 11 They
have as king over them the angel of the abyss, whose name inHebrew is
Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.

12 The first woe has passed, but two woes are still coming after these
things!

13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a single voice
coming from the horns on the golden altar that is before God, 14 saying
to the sixth angel, the one holding the trumpet, “Set free the four angels
whoareboundat thegreat riverEuphrates!” 15Then the fourangelswho
had been prepared for this hour, day, month, and year were set free to
kill a third of humanity. 16Thenumber of soldiers onhorsebackwas two
hundred million; I heard their number. 17Now this is what the horses
and their riders looked like in my vision: The riders had breastplates
that were fiery red, dark blue, and sulfurous yellow in color. The heads
of the horses looked like lions’ heads, and fire, smoke, and sulfur came
out of their mouths. 18 A third of humanity was killed by these three
plagues, that is, by the fire, the smoke, and the sulfur that came out of
their mouths. 19 For the power of the horses resides in their mouths
and in their tails, because their tails are like snakes, having heads that
inflict injuries. 20The rest of humanity, who had not been killed by these
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so that they did not
stop worshiping demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, stone,
andwood – idols that cannot see or hear or walk about. 21Furthermore,
theydidnot repent of theirmurders, of theirmagic spells, of their sexual
immorality, or of their stealing.

10
1 Then I saw another powerful angel descending from heaven,

wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like
the sun and his legs were like pillars of fire. 2He held in his hand a little
scroll that was open, and he put his right foot on the sea and his left on
the land. 3Then he shouted in a loud voice like a lion roaring, andwhen
he shouted, the seven thunders sounded their voices. 4When the seven
thunders spoke, I was preparing to write, but just then I heard a voice
from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders spoke and do not
write it down.” 5 Then the angel I saw standing on the sea and on the
land raised his right hand to heaven 6 and swore by the one who lives
foreverandever,whocreatedheavenandwhat is in it, and theearthand
what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, “There will be no more delay!
7But in thedayswhen the seventhangel is about to blowhis trumpet, the
mysteryofGod is completed, just ashehasproclaimed tohis servants the
prophets.” 8 Then the voice I had heard from heaven began to speak to
me again, “Go and take the open scroll in the hand of the angel who is
standing on the sea and on the land.” 9 So I went to the angel and asked
him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take the scroll and eat it.
It will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your
mouth.” 10 So I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it, and
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it did taste as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my
stomach became bitter. 11Then they toldme: “Youmust prophesy again
about many peoples, nations, languages, and kings.”

11
1 Then a measuring rod like a staff was given to me, and I was told,

“Get up and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and the ones
who worship there. 2 But do not measure the outer courtyard of the
temple; leave it out, because it has been given to the Gentiles, and they
will trample on the holy city for forty-twomonths. 3And I will grant my
twowitnesses authority to prophesy for 1,260days, dressed in sackcloth.
4 (These are the twoolive trees and the two lampstands that standbefore
the Lord of the earth.) 5 If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes
out of their mouths and completely consumes their enemies. If anyone
wants to harm them, they must be killed this way. 6These two have the
power to close up the sky so that it does not rain during the time they
are prophesying. They have power to turn the waters to blood and to
strike the earth with every kind of plague whenever they want. 7When
they have completed their testimony, the beast that comes up from the
abyss will make war on them and conquer them and kill them. 8 Their
corpses will lie in the street of the great city that is symbolically called
Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was also crucified. 9 For three and
a half days those from every people, tribe, nation, and language will
look at their corpses, because they will not permit them to be placed in
a tomb. 10 And those who live on the earth will rejoice over them and
celebrate, even sending gifts to each other, because these two prophets
had tormented those who live on the earth. 11But after three and a half
days a breath of life fromGod entered them, and they stood on their feet,
and tremendous fear seized those who were watching them. 12 Then
they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them: “Come up here!”
So the two prophets went up to heaven in a cloud while their enemies
stared at them. 13 Just then amajor earthquake took place and a tenth of
the city collapsed; seven thousand peoplewere killed in the earthquake,
and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

14The second woe has come and gone; the third is coming quickly.
The Seventh Trumpet

15Then theseventhangelblewhis trumpet, and therewere loudvoices
in heaven saying:
“The kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ,
and he will reign for ever and ever.”

16Then the twenty-four elders who are seated on their thrones before
God threw themselves down with their faces to the ground and wor-
shiped God 17with these words:
“We give you thanks, Lord God, the All-Powerful,
the one who is and whowas,
because you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.
18The nations were enraged,
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but your wrath has come,
and the time has come for the dead to be judged,
and the time has come to give to your servants,
the prophets, their reward,
as well as to the saints
and to those who revere your name, both small and great,
and the time has come to destroy those who destroy the earth.”

19 Then the temple of God in heaven was opened and the ark of
his covenant was visible within his temple. And there were flashes
of lightning, roaring, crashes of thunder, an earthquake, and a great
hailstorm.

12
1 Then a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the

sun, and with the moon under her feet, and on her head was a crown
of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was screaming in labor pains,
struggling to give birth. 3Then another sign appeared in heaven: a huge
red dragon that had seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads were
seven diadem crowns. 4Now the dragon’s tail swept away a third of the
stars in heaven and hurled them to the earth. Then the dragon stood
before the womanwhowas about to give birth, so that hemight devour
her child as soon as it was born. 5 So the woman gave birth to a son, a
male child, who is going to rule over all the nationswith an iron rod. Her
childwas suddenly caught up toGodand tohis throne, 6and shefled into
the wilderness where a place had been prepared for her by God, so she
could be taken care of for 1,260 days.

War in Heaven
7Thenwar broke out in heaven: Michael andhis angels fought against

the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8But the dragon
was not strong enough to prevail, so there was no longer any place left
in heaven for him and his angels. 9 So that huge dragon – the ancient
serpent, the one called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world – was thrown down to the earth, and his angels along with him.
10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying,
“The salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God,
and the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come,
because the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
the one who accuses them day and night before our God,
has been thrown down.
11But they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony,
and they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die.
12Therefore you heavens rejoice, and all who reside in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea
because the devil has come down to you!
He is filled with terrible anger,
for he knows that he only has a little time!”

13 Now when the dragon realized that he had been thrown down to
the earth, he pursued thewomanwho had given birth to themale child.
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14 But the woman was given the two wings of a giant eagle so that she
could fly out into the wilderness, to the place God prepared for her,
where she is taken care of – away from the presence of the serpent – for
a time, times, and half a time. 15 Then the serpent spouted water like a
river out of hismouth after thewoman in an attempt to sweep her away
by aflood, 16but the earth came toher rescue; the groundopenedupand
swallowed the river that the dragon had spewed from his mouth. 17 So
the dragon became enraged at the woman and went away to make war
on the rest of her children, those who keep God’s commandments and
hold to the testimony about Jesus. And the dragon stood on the sand of
the seashore.

13
1 Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had ten horns and

seven heads, and on its hornswere ten diadem crowns, and on its heads
a blasphemous name. 2Now the beast that I sawwas like a leopard, but
its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. The
dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, and great authority to rule.
3 One of the beast’s heads appeared to have been killed, but the lethal
wound had been healed. And the whole world followed the beast in
amazement; 4 they worshiped the dragon because he had given ruling
authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast too, saying: “Who
is like the beast?” and “Who is able to make war against him?” 5 The
beast was given a mouth speaking proud words and blasphemies, and
hewas permitted to exercise ruling authority for forty-twomonths. 6So
the beast opened his mouth to blaspheme against God – to blaspheme
bothhis nameandhis dwelling place, that is, thosewhodwell in heaven.
7 The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and conquer
them. He was given ruling authority over every tribe, people, language,
and nation, 8 and all those who live on the earth will worship the beast,
everyone whose name has not been written since the foundation of the
world in the book of life belonging to the Lamb who was killed. 9 If
anyone has an ear, he had better listen!
10 If anyone is meant for captivity,
into captivity he will go.
If anyone is to be killed by the sword,
then by the sword hemust be killed.
This requires steadfast endurance and faith from the saints.
11 Then I saw another beast coming up from the earth. He had two

horns like a lamb, butwas speaking like a dragon. 12He exercised all the
ruling authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and
thosewho inhabit it worship the first beast, the onewhose lethal wound
had been healed. 13He performed momentous signs, even making fire
come down from heaven in front of people 14 and, by the signs he was
permitted to perform on behalf of the beast, he deceived those who live
on the earth. He told thosewho live on the earth tomake an image to the
beast who had beenwounded by the sword, but still lived. 15The second
beast was empowered to give life to the image of the first beast so that it
could speak, and could cause all thosewho did not worship the image of
the beast to be killed. 16He also caused everyone (small and great, rich
andpoor, free and slave ) to obtain amark on their right hand or on their
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forehead. 17Thusno onewas allowed to buy or sell things unless he bore
the mark of the beast – that is, his name or his number. 18 This calls for
wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the beast’s number, for it
is man’s number, and his number is 666.

14
1Then I looked, and here was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and

with himwere one hundred and forty-four thousand,whohadhis name
and his Father’s namewritten on their foreheads. 2 I also heard a sound
coming out of heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound
of loud thunder. Now the sound I heard was like that made by harpists
playing theirharps, 3and theywere singinganewsongbefore the throne
and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one was able to
learn the song except the onehundred and forty-four thousandwhohad
been redeemed from the earth.

4These are the oneswhohave not defiled themselveswithwomen, for
they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever he
goes. These were redeemed from humanity as firstfruits to God and to
the Lamb, 5and no lie was found on their lips; they are blameless.

Three Angels and ThreeMessages
6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, and he had an

eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth – to every
nation, tribe, language, and people. 7He declared in a loud voice: “Fear
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has arrived,
and worship the one who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water!”

8Asecondangel followed thefirst, declaring: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon
the great city! Shemade all the nations drink of thewine of her immoral
passion.”

9 A third angel followed the first two, declaring in a loud voice: “If
anyone worships the beast and his image, and takes the mark on his
forehead or his hand, 10 that person will also drink of the wine of God’s
anger that has beenmixed undiluted in the cup of his wrath, and hewill
be tortured with fire and sulfur in front of the holy angels and in front
of the Lamb. 11And the smoke from their torture will go up forever and
ever, and those who worship the beast and his image will have no rest
day or night, along with anyone who receives the mark of his name.”
12 This requires the steadfast endurance of the saints – those who obey
God’s commandments and hold to their faith in Jesus.

13Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:
‘Blessed are the dead,
those who die in the Lord from this moment on!’ ”
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hard work, because

their deeds will follow them.”
14Then I looked, and a white cloud appeared, and seated on the cloud

was one like a son of man! He had a golden crown on his head and a
sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple,
shouting in a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud, “Use your sickle
and start to reap, because the time to reap has come, since the earth’s
harvest is ripe!” 16 So the one seated on the cloud swung his sickle over
the earth, and the earth was reaped.
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17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too
had a sharp sickle. 18Another angel, whowas in charge of the fire, came
from the altar and called in a loud voice to the angel who had the sharp
sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes off the
vine of the earth, because its grapes are now ripe.” 19So the angel swung
his sickle over the earth and gathered the grapes from the vineyard of
the earth and tossed them into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
20 Then the winepress was stomped outside the city, and blood poured
out of the winepress up to the height of horses’ bridles for a distance of
almost two hundredmiles.

15
1 Then I saw another great and astounding sign in heaven: seven

angels who have seven final plagues (they are final because in them
God’s anger is completed).

2 Then I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those
whohadconquered thebeast andhis imageand thenumberofhisname.
They were standing by the sea of glass, holding harps given to them by
God. 3 They sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of
the Lamb:
“Great and astounding are your deeds,
Lord God, the All-Powerful!
Just and true are your ways,
King over the nations!
4Whowill not fear you, O Lord,
and glorify your name, because you alone are holy?
All nations will come andworship before you
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

5After these things I looked, and the temple (the tent of the testimony)
was opened inheaven, 6and the sevenangelswhohad the sevenplagues
came out of the temple, dressed in clean bright linen, wearing wide
golden belts around their chests. 7Then one of the four living creatures
gave the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God
who lives forever and ever, 8and the temple was filled with smoke from
God’s glory and fromhispower. Thusnoone could enter the templeuntil
the seven plagues from the seven angels were completed.

16
1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple declaring to the seven

angels: “Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls containing God’s
wrath.” 2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth.
Then ugly and painful sores appeared on the people who had the mark
of the beast and whoworshiped his image.

3Next, the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea and it turned
into blood, like that of a corpse, and every living creature thatwas in the
sea died.

4Then the thirdangelpouredouthisbowlon theriversand the springs
of water, and they turned into blood. 5 Now I heard the angel of the
waters saying:
“You are just – the one who is and whowas,
the Holy One – because you have passed these judgments,
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6because they poured out the blood of your saints and prophets,
so you have given them blood to drink. They got what they deserved!”

7 Then I heard the altar reply, “Yes, Lord God, the All-Powerful, your
judgments are true and just!”

8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was
permitted to scorch people with fire. 9 Thus people were scorched by
the terrible heat, yet they blasphemed the name of God, who has ruling
authority over these plagues, and they would not repent and give him
glory.

10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast
so that darkness covered his kingdom, and people began to bite their
tongues because of their pain. 11 They blasphemed the God of heaven
because of their sufferings and because of their sores, but nevertheless
they still refused to repent of their deeds.

12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Eu-
phrates and dried up its water to prepare theway for the kings from the
east. 13 Then I saw three unclean spirits that looked like frogs coming
out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of the demons
performing signs who go out to the kings of the earth to bring them
together for the battle that will take place on the great day of God, the
All-Powerful.
15 (Look! I will come like a thief!
Blessed is the onewho stays alert and does not lose his clothes so that he

will not have towalk aroundnakedandhis shameful conditionbe
seen.)

16Now the spirits gathered the kings and their armies to the place that
is called Armageddon in Hebrew.

17 Finally the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air and
a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying: “It is
done!” 18 Then there were flashes of lightning, roaring, and crashes
of thunder, and there was a tremendous earthquake – an earthquake
unequaled since humanity has been on the earth, so tremendous was
that earthquake. 19The great citywas split into three parts and the cities
of the nations collapsed. So Babylon the great was remembered before
God, and was given the cup filled with the wine made of God’s furious
wrath. 20 Every island fled away and no mountains could be found.
21And gigantic hailstones, weighing about a hundred pounds each, fell
fromheaven on people, but they blasphemedGod because of the plague
of hail, since it was so horrendous.

17
1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and

spoke to me. “Come,” he said, “I will show you the condemnation and
punishment of the great prostitute who sits on many waters, 2 with
whom the kings of the earth committed sexual immorality and the
earth’s inhabitants got drunk with the wine of her immorality.” 3 So he
carried me away in the Spirit to a wilderness, and there I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names and had
sevenheads and ten horns. 4Now thewomanwas dressed in purple and
scarlet clothing, and adornedwith gold, precious stones, and pearls. She
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held in her hand a golden cup filled with detestable things and unclean
things from her sexual immorality. 5 On her forehead was written a
name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the Mother of prostitutes and of
the detestable things of the earth.” 6 I saw that the woman was drunk
with the blood of the saints and the blood of those who testified to Jesus.
I was greatly astounded when I saw her. 7 But the angel said to me,
“Why are you astounded? I will interpret for you the mystery of the
woman and of the beast with the seven heads and ten horns that carries
her. 8 The beast you saw was, and is not, but is about to come up from
the abyss and then go to destruction. The inhabitants of the earth – all
those whose names have not been written in the book of life since the
foundation of theworld –will be astoundedwhen they see that the beast
was, and is not, but is to come. 9 (This requires amind that has wisdom.)
The seven heads are sevenmountains the woman sits on. They are also
seven kings: 10 five have fallen; one is, and the other has not yet come,
butwhenever he does come, hemust remain for only a brief time. 11The
beast that was, and is not, is himself an eighth king and yet is one of the
seven, and is going to destruction. 12 The ten horns that you saw are
ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but will receive ruling
authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 13 These kings have a
single intent, and they will give their power and authority to the beast.
14They will make war with the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them,
because he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those accompanying
the Lamb are the called, chosen, and faithful.”

15Then theangel said tome, “Thewatersyousaw(where theprostitute
is seated) are peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages. 16 The ten
horns that you saw, and the beast – these will hate the prostitute and
make her desolate and naked. They will consume her flesh and burn
her up with fire. 17 For God has put into their minds to carry out his
purpose bymaking a decision to give their royal power to the beast until
the words of God are fulfilled. 18 As for the woman you saw, she is the
great city that has sovereignty over the kings of the earth.”

18
1After these things I sawanotherangel,whopossessedgreatauthority,

comingdownoutofheaven, and theearthwas lit upbyhis radiance. 2He
shouted with a powerful voice:
“Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great!
She has become a lair for demons,
a haunt for every unclean spirit,
a haunt for every unclean bird,
a haunt for every unclean and detested beast.
3For all the nations have fallen from
the wine of her immoral passion,
and the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality with her,
and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich from the power of her

sensual behavior.”
4Then I heard another voice fromheaven saying, “Comeout of her,my

people, so you will not take part in her sins and so you will not receive
her plagues, 5 because her sins have piled up all the way to heaven and
God has remembered her crimes. 6Repay her the same way she repaid



Revelation 18:7 323 Revelation 18:21

others; pay her back double corresponding to her deeds. In the cup
she mixed, mix double the amount for her. 7 As much as she exalted
herself and lived in sensual luxury, to this extent give her torment and
grief because she said to herself, ‘I rule as queen and am no widow;
I will never experience grief!’ 8 For this reason, she will experience
her plagues in a single day: disease, mourning, and famine, and she
will be burned down with fire, because the Lord God who judges her is
powerful!”

9 Then the kings of the earth who committed immoral acts with her
and lived in sensual luxury with her will weep and wail for her when
they see the smoke from the fire that burns her up. 10 They will stand a
long way off because they are afraid of her torment, and will say,
“Woe, woe, O great city,
Babylon the powerful city!
For in a single hour your doom has come!”

11 Then the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn for her
because no one buys their cargo any longer – 12cargo such as gold, silver,
precious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all
sorts of things made of citron wood, all sorts of objects made of ivory,
all sorts of things made of expensive wood, bronze, iron and marble,
13 cinnamon, spice, incense, perfumed ointment, frankincense, wine,
olive oil and costly flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and four-
wheeled carriages, slaves and human lives.
14 (The ripe fruit you greatly desired
has gone from you,
and all your luxury and splendor
have gone from you –
they will never ever be found again!)

15 The merchants who sold these things, who got rich from her, will
stand a long way off because they are afraid of her torment. They will
weep andmourn, 16 saying,
“Woe, woe, O great city –
dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet clothing,
and adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls –
17because in a single hour such great wealth has been destroyed!”
And every ship’s captain, and all who sail along the coast – seamen,

and all who make their living from the sea, stood a long way off 18 and
began to shout when they saw the smoke from the fire that burned her
up, “Who is like the great city?” 19 And they threw dust on their heads
and were shouting with weeping andmourning,
“Woe,Woe, O great city –
in which all those who had ships on the sea got rich from her wealth –
because in a single hour she has been destroyed!”
20 (Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you saints and apostles and prophets,
for God has pronounced judgment against her on your behalf!)

21 Then one powerful angel picked up a stone like a huge millstone,
threw it into the sea, and said,
“With this kind of sudden violent force
Babylon the great city will be thrown down
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and it will never be found again!
22And the sound of the harpists, musicians,
flute players, and trumpeters
will never be heard in you again.
No craftsmanwho practices any trade
will ever be found in you again;
the noise of a mill will never be heard in you again.
23Even the light from a lamp
will never shine in you again!
The voices of the bridegroom and his bride
will never be heard in you again.
For yourmerchants were the tycoons of the world,
because all the nations were deceived by yourmagic spells!
24The blood of the saints and prophets was found in her,
along with the blood of all those who had been killed on the earth.”

19
1After these things I heard what sounded like the loud voice of a vast

throng in heaven, saying,
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
2because his judgments are true and just.
For he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality,
andhasavenged thebloodofhis servantspouredoutbyherownhands!”

3Thena second time the crowdshouted, “Hallelujah!” The smoke rises
from her forever and ever. 4 The twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures threw themselves to the ground andworshiped God, whowas
seated on the throne, saying: “Amen! Hallelujah!”

5Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
“Praise our God
all you his servants,
and all you who fear Him,
both the small and the great!”

TheWedding Celebration of the Lamb
6 Then I heard what sounded like the voice of a vast throng, like

the roar of many waters and like loud crashes of thunder. They were
shouting:
“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God, the All-Powerful, reigns!
7Let us rejoice and exult
and give him glory,
because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.
8Shewaspermitted tobedressed inbright, clean, fine linen” (for thefine

linen is the righteous deeds of the saints).
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: Blessed are those

who are invited to the banquet at thewedding celebration of the Lamb!”
Healso said tome, “Theseare the truewordsofGod.” 10So I threwmyself
down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “Do not do this! I am only
a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony
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about Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony about Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.”

The Son of God Goes toWar
11 Then I saw heaven opened and here came a white horse! The one

riding it was called “Faithful” and “True,” andwith justice he judges and
goes towar. 12His eyes are like a fiery flame and there aremany diadem
crowns on his head. He has a name written that no one knows except
himself. 13 He is dressed in clothing dipped in blood, and he is called
the Word of God. 14 The armies that are in heaven, dressed in white,
clean, fine linen,were followinghimonwhite horses. 15Fromhismouth
extends a sharp sword, so that with it he can strike the nations. Hewill
rule themwithan ironrod, and he stomps thewinepress of the furious
wrath of God, the All-Powerful. 16He has a namewritten on his clothing
and on his thigh: “King of kings and Lord of lords.”

17 Then I saw one angel standing in the sun, and he shouted in a loud
voice to all the birds flying high in the sky:
“Come, gather around for the great banquet of God,
18 to eat your fill of the flesh of kings,
the flesh of generals,
the flesh of powerful people,
the flesh of horses and those who ride them,
and the flesh of all people, both free and slave,
and small and great!”

19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies
assembled to do battle with the one who rode the horse and with his
army. 20Now the beast was seized, and alongwith him the false prophet
who had performed the signs on his behalf – signs bywhich he deceived
those who had received themark of the beast and those whoworshiped
his image. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning
with sulfur. 21 The others were killed by the sword that extended from
the mouth of the one who rode the horse, and all the birds gorged
themselves with their flesh.

20
1Then I sawanangel descending fromheaven, holding inhis hand the

key to the abyss and a huge chain. 2He seized the dragon – the ancient
serpent, who is the devil and Satan – and tied him up for a thousand
years. 3 The angel then threw him into the abyss and locked and sealed
it so that he could not deceive the nations until the one thousand years
were finished. (After these things hemust be released for a brief period
of time.)

4 Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those who had been
given authority to judge. I also saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded because of the testimony about Jesus and because of theword
of God. These had notworshiped the beast or his image and had refused
to receive his mark on their forehead or hand. They came to life and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not
come to life until the thousand years were finished.) This is the first
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who takes part in the first
resurrection. The seconddeathhasnopower over them, but theywill be



Revelation 20:7 326 Revelation 21:10

priests of God and of Christ, and theywill reignwith him for a thousand
years.

Satan’s Final Defeat
7 Now when the thousand years are finished, Satan will be released

fromhisprison 8andwill goout todeceive thenationsat the four corners
of the earth, Gog andMagog, to bring them together for the battle. They
are as numerous as the grains of sand in the sea. 9 They went up on
the broad plain of the earth and encircled the camp of the saints and
the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and devoured them
completely. 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are too, and
they will be tormented there day and night forever and ever.

The GreatWhite Throne
11 Then I saw a large white throne and the one who was seated on it;

the earth and theheavenfled fromhis presence, andnoplacewas found
for them. 12And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before
the throne. Then books were opened, and another book was opened –
the book of life. So the dead were judged by what was written in the
books, according to their deeds. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were
in it, and Death andHades gave up the dead thatwere in them, and each
one was judged according to his deeds. 14 Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death – the lake of fire.
15 If anyone’s namewas not foundwritten in the book of life, that person
was thrown into the lake of fire.

21
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and

earth had ceased to exist, and the sea existed no more. 2And I saw the
holy city – the new Jerusalem – descending out of heaven from God,
made ready like a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying: “Look! The residence of God is among
human beings. He will live among them, and they will be his people,
and God himself will be with them. 4Hewill wipe away every tear from
their eyes, and deathwill not exist anymore – ormourning, or crying, or
pain, for the former things have ceased to exist.”

5And the one seated on the throne said: “Look! I ammaking all things
new!” Then he said to me, “Write it down, because these words are
reliable and true.” 6 He also said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the one who is thirsty I
will give water free of charge from the spring of the water of life. 7 The
one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he
will be my son. 8 But to the cowards, unbelievers, detestable persons,
murderers, the sexually immoral, and those who practice magic spells,
idol worshipers, and all those who lie, their place will be in the lake that
burns with fire and sulfur. That is the second death.”

The New JerusalemDescends
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the

seven final plagues came and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show
you the bride, the wife of the Lamb!” 10 So he tookme away in the Spirit
to a huge, majestic mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem,



Revelation 21:11 327 Revelation 22:6

descending out of heaven from God. 11 The city possesses the glory of
God; its brilliance is like a precious jewel, like a stone of crystal-clear
jasper. 12 It has a massive, high wall with twelve gates, with twelve
angels at the gates, and the names of the twelve tribes of the nation of
Israel are written on the gates. 13There are three gates on the east side,
three gates on the north side, three gates on the south side and three
gates on the west side. 14 The wall of the city has twelve foundations,
and on them are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15The angel who spoke tome had a goldenmeasuring rodwith which
to measure the city and its foundation stones and wall. 16Now the city
is laid out as a square, its length and width the same. He measured the
city with the measuring rod at fourteen hundred miles (its length and
width and height are equal). 17He also measured its wall, one hundred
forty-four cubits according to human measurement, which is also the
angel’s. 18The city’s wall is made of jasper and the city is pure gold, like
transparent glass. 19 The foundations of the city’s wall are decorated
with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation is jasper, the
secondsapphire, the thirdagate, the fourthemerald, 20 thefifthonyx, the
sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz,
the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.
21 And the twelve gates are twelve pearls – each one of the gates is
made from just one pearl! The main street of the city is pure gold, like
transparent glass.

22 Now I saw no temple in the city, because the Lord God – the All-
Powerful – and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the
sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God lights it up, and
its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nationswill walk by its light and the kings of
the earthwill bring their grandeur into it. 25 Its gateswill neverbe closed
during the day (and there will be no night there). 26 They will bring the
grandeur and the wealth of the nations into it, 27 but nothing ritually
unclean will ever enter into it, nor anyone who does what is detestable
or practices falsehood, but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.

22
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life – water as

clear as crystal – pouring out from the throne of God and of the Lamb,
2flowing down the middle of the city’s main street. On each side of the
river is the tree of life producing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit
every month of the year. Its leaves are for the healing of the nations.
3And there will no longer be any curse, and the throne of God and the
Lamb will be in the city. His servants will worship him, 4 and they will
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5Night will be no
more, and they will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun,
because the Lord God will shine on them, and they will reign forever
and ever.

A Final Reminder
6 Then the angel said to me, “These words are reliable and true. The

Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show
his servants what must happen soon.”
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7 (Look! I am coming soon!
Blessed is the onewhokeeps thewords of the prophecy expressed in this

book.)
8 I, John, amtheonewhoheardandsawthese things, andwhen Iheard

and saw them, I threw myself down to worship at the feet of the angel
whowas showing them tome. 9But he said tome, “Donot do this! I am a
fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets, and with
those who obey the words of this book. Worship God!” 10 Then he said
tome, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy contained in this book,
because the time is near. 11 The evildoer must continue to do evil, and
the one who is morally filthy must continue to be filthy. The one who is
righteousmust continue to act righteously, and the onewho is holymust
continue to be holy.”
12 (Look! I am coming soon,
and my reward is with me to pay each one according to what he has

done!
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last,
the beginning and the end!)

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes so they can have access to
the tree of life and can enter into the city by the gates. 15Outside are the
dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually immoral, and the murderers,
and the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood!

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for
the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star!” 17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the
one who hears say: “Come!” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the
one whowants it take the water of life free of charge.

18 I testify to the one who hears the words of the prophecy contained
in this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of
this book of prophecy, Godwill take away his share in the tree of life and
in the holy city that are described in this book.

20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!”
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.



Psalms 1:1 329 Psalms 2:12

Psalm
Book 1

(Psalms 1-41)
1

1How blessed is the one who does not follow the advice of the wicked,
or stand in the pathwaywith sinners,
or sit in the assembly of scoffers!
2 Instead he finds pleasure in obeying the LORD’s|strong="H3069" com-

mands;
hemeditates on his commands day and night.
3He is like a tree planted by flowing streams;
it yields its fruit at the proper time,
and its leaves never fall off.
He succeeds in everything he attempts.
4Not so with the wicked!
Instead they are like wind-driven chaff.
5For this reason the wicked cannot withstand judgment,
nor can sinners join the assembly of the godly.
6Certainly the LORD guards the way of the godly,
but the way of the wicked ends in destruction.

2
1Why do the nations rebel?
Why are the countries devising plots that will fail?
2The kings of the earth form a united front;
the rulers collaborate
against the LORD and his anointed king.
3They say, “Let’s tear off the shackles they’ve put on us!
Let’s free ourselves from their ropes!”
4The one enthroned in heaven laughs in disgust;
the Lord taunts them.
5Then he angrily speaks to them
and terrifies them in his rage, saying,
6 “I myself have installedmy king
on Zion, my holy hill.”
7The king says, “I will announce the LORD’S|strong="H3069" decree. He

said to me:
‘You aremy son! This very day I have become your father!
8Askme,
and I will give you the nations as your inheritance,
the ends of the earth as your personal property.
9Youwill break themwith an iron scepter;
you will smash them like a potter’s jar!’ ”
10 So now, you kings, do what is wise;
you rulers of the earth, submit to correction!
11 Serve the LORD in fear!
Repent in terror!
12Give sincere homage!
Otherwise he will be angry,
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and youwill die because of your behavior,
when his anger quickly ignites.
How blessed are all who take shelter in him!

3
A psalm of David, written when he fled from his son Absalom.
1 LORD, how numerous are my enemies!
Many attackme.
2Many say about me,
“Godwill not deliver him.” (Selah)
3But you, LORD, are a shield that protects me;
you aremy glory and the one who restores me.
4To the LORD|strong="H3069" I cried out,
and he answeredme from his holy hill. (Selah)
5 I rested and slept;
I awoke, for the LORD protects me.
6 I am not afraid of themultitude of people
who attackme from all directions.
7Rise up, LORD!
Deliver me, my God!
Yes, you will strike all my enemies on the jaw;
you will break the teeth of the wicked.
8The LORD delivers;
you show favor to your people. (Selah)

4
For the music director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a
psalm of David.
1When I call out, answerme,
O Godwho vindicates me!
Though I am hemmed in, you will leadme into a wide, open place.
Havemercy onme and respond tomy prayer!
2Youmen, how long will you try to turnmy honor into shame?
How long will you love what is worthless
and search for what is deceptive? (Selah)
3Realize that the LORD shows the godly special favor;
the LORD responds when I cry out to him.
4Tremble with fear and do not sin!
Meditate as you lie in bed, and repent of your ways! (Selah)
5Offer the prescribed sacrifices
and trust in the LORD!
6Many say, “Who can show us anything good?”
Smile upon us, LORD!
7Youmakeme happier
than those who have abundant grain and wine.
8 I will lie down and sleep peacefully,
for you, LORD, makeme safe and secure.

5
For themusic director, to be accompanied bywind instruments; a psalm
of David.
1Listen to what I say, LORD!
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Carefully consider my complaint!
2Pay attention to my cry for help,
my king andmy God,
for I am praying to you!
3 LORD, in themorning you will hear me;
in the morning I will present my case to you and then wait expectantly

for an answer.
4Certainly you are not a God who approves of evil;
evil people cannot dwell with you.
5Arrogant people cannot stand in your presence;
you hate all who behave wickedly.
6You destroy liars;
the LORD despises violent and deceitful people.
7Butas forme, becauseof yourgreat faithfulness Iwill enter yourhouse;
I will bow down toward your holy temple as I worship you.
8 LORD, leadme in your righteousness
because of those whowait to ambushme,
remove the obstacles in the way in which you are guidingme!
9For they do not speak the truth;
their stomachs are like the place of destruction,
their throats like an open grave,
their tongues like a steep slope leading into it.
10Condemn them, O God!
May their own schemes be their downfall!
Drive them away because of their many acts of insurrection,
for they have rebelled against you.
11But may all who take shelter in you be happy!
May they continually shout for joy!
Shelter them so that those who are loyal to youmay rejoice!
12Certainly you reward the godly, LORD.
Like a shield you protect them in your good favor.

6
For the music director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments,
according to the sheminith style; a psalm of David.
1 LORD, do not rebukeme in your anger!
Do not discipline me in your raging fury!
2Havemercy onme, LORD, for I am frail!
Heal me, LORD|strong="H3069", for my bones are shaking!
3 I am absolutely terrified,
and you, LORD – how long will this continue?
4Relent, LORD, rescueme!
Deliver me because of your faithfulness!
5For no one remembers you in the realm of death,
In Sheol who gives you thanks?
6 I am exhausted as I groan;
all night long I drenchmy bed in tears;
my tears saturate the cushion beneathme.
7My eyes grow dim from suffering;
they growweak because of all my enemies.
8Turn back fromme, all you who behave wickedly,
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for the LORD has heard the sound of myweeping!
9The LORD has heardmy appeal for mercy;
the LORD has acceptedmy prayer.
10May all my enemies be humiliated and absolutely terrified!
May they turn back and be suddenly humiliated!

7
Amusical composition by David, which he sang to the LORD concerning
a Benjaminite named Cush.
1O LORDmy God, in you I have taken shelter.
Deliver me from all who chaseme! Rescueme!
2Otherwise they will rip me to shreds like a lion;
they will tear me to bits and no one will be able to rescueme.
3O LORDmy God, if I have done what they say,
or am guilty of unjust actions,
4or have wrongedmy ally,
or helped his lawless enemy,
5may an enemy relentlessly chase me and catchme;
may he trample me to death
and leaveme lying dishonored in the dust. (Selah)
6 Stand up angrily, LORD!
Rise up with raging fury against my enemies!
Wake up for my sake and execute the judgment you have decreed for

them!
7The countries are assembled all around you;
take oncemore your rightful place over them!
8The LORD judges the nations.
Vindicate me, LORD, because I am innocent,
because I am blameless, O Exalted One!
9May the evil deeds of the wicked come to an end!
But make the innocent secure,
O righteous God,
you who examine inner thoughts andmotives!
10The Exalted God is my shield,
the one who delivers themorally upright.
11God is a just judge;
he is angry throughout the day.
12 If a person does not repent, God sharpens his sword
and prepares to shoot his bow.
13He prepares to use deadly weapons against him;
he gets ready to shoot flaming arrows.
14 See the one who is pregnant with wickedness,
who conceives destructive plans,
and gives birth to harmful lies –
15he digs a pit
and then falls into the hole he has made.
16He becomes the victim of his own destructive plans
and the violence he intended for others falls on his own head.
17 I will thank the LORD for his justice;
I will sing praises to the sovereign LORD!
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8
For themusic director, according to the gittith style; a psalm of David.
1O LORD, our Lord,
howmagnificent is your reputation throughout the earth!
You reveal yourmajesty in the heavens above!
2From themouths of children and nursing babies
you have ordained praise on account of your adversaries,
so that youmight put an end to the vindictive enemy.
3When I look up at the heavens, which your fingers made,
and see themoon and the stars, which you set in place,
4Of what importance is the human race, that you should notice them?
Of what importance is mankind, that you should pay attention to them,
5andmake them a little less than the heavenly beings?
You grant mankind honor andmajesty;
6you appoint them to rule over your creation;
you have placed everything under their authority,
7 including all the sheep and cattle,
as well as the wild animals,
8 the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea
and everything that moves through the currents of the seas.
9O LORD, our Lord,
howmagnificent is your reputation throughout the earth!

9
For themusic director; according to the alumoth-labben style; a psalm of
David.
1 I will thank the LORD with all my heart!
I will tell about all your amazing deeds!
2 I will be happy and rejoice in you!
I will sing praises to you, O sovereign One!
3Whenmy enemies turn back,
they trip and are defeated before you.
4For you defendedmy just cause;
from your throne you pronounced a just decision.
5You terrified the nations with your battle cry;
you destroyed the wicked;
you permanently wiped out all memory of them.
6The enemy’s cities have been reduced to permanent ruins;
you destroyed their cities;
all memory of the enemies has perished.
7But the LORD rules forever;
he reigns in a just manner.
8He judges the world fairly;
he makes just legal decisions for the nations.
9Consequently the LORD provides safety for the oppressed;
he provides safety in times of trouble.
10Your loyal followers trust in you,
for you, LORD, do not abandon those who seek your help.
11 Sing praises to the LORD, who rules in Zion!
Tell the nations what he has done!
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12 For the one who takes revenge against murderers took notice of the
oppressed;

he did not overlook their cry for help
13when they prayed:
“Havemercy onme, LORD!
See how I am oppressed by those who hate me,
O one who can snatchme away from the gates of death!
14Then I will tell about all your praiseworthy acts;
in the gates of Daughter Zion I will rejoice because of your deliverance.”
15The nations fell into the pit they hadmade;
their feet were caught in the net they had hidden.
16The LORD revealed himself;
he accomplished justice;
the wicked were ensnared by their own actions. (Higgaion. Selah)
17The wicked are turned back and sent to Sheol;
this is the destiny of all the nations that ignore God,
18 for the needy are not permanently ignored,
the hopes of the oppressed are not forever dashed.
19Rise up, LORD|strong="H3069"!
Don’t let men be defiant!
May the nations be judged in your presence!
20Terrify them, LORD|strong="H3069"!
Let the nations know they aremeremortals! (Selah)

10
1Why, LORD, do you stand far off?
Why do you pay no attention during times of trouble?
2The wicked arrogantly chase the oppressed;
the oppressed are trapped by the schemes thewicked have dreamed up.
3Yes, the wickedman boasts because he gets what he wants;
the one who robs others curses and rejects the LORD.
4The wickedman is so arrogant he always thinks,
“Godwon’t hold me accountable; he doesn’t care.”
5He is secure at all times.
He has no regard for your commands;
he disdains all his enemies.
6He says to himself,
“I will never be upended,
because I experience no calamity.”
7His mouth is full of curses and deceptive, harmful words;
his tongue injures and destroys.
8Hewaits in ambush near the villages;
in hidden places he kills the innocent.
His eyes look for some unfortunate victim.
9He lies in ambush in a hidden place, like a lion in a thicket;
he lies in ambush, waiting to catch the oppressed;
he catches the oppressed by pulling in his net.
10His victims are crushed and beaten down;
they are trapped in his sturdy nets.
11He says to himself,
“God overlooks it;
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he does not pay attention;
he never notices.”
12Rise up, LORD!
O God, strike him down!
Do not forget the oppressed!
13Why does the wickedman reject God?
He says to himself, “Youwill not holdme accountable.”
14You have taken notice,
for you always see one who inflicts pain and suffering.
The unfortunate victim entrusts his cause to you;
you deliver the fatherless.
15Break the arm of the wicked and evil man!
Hold him accountable for his wicked deeds,
which he thought you would not discover.
16The LORD rules forever!
The nations are driven out of his land.
17 LORD, you have heard the request of the oppressed;
youmake them feel secure because you listen to their prayer.
18You defend the fatherless and oppressed,
so that meremortals may no longer terrorize them.

11
For themusic director; by David.
1 In the LORD I have taken shelter.
How can you say to me,
“Flee to amountain like a bird!
2For look, the wicked prepare their bows,
they put their arrows on the strings,
to shoot in the darkness at themorally upright.
3When the foundations are destroyed,
what can the godly accomplish?”
4The LORD is in his holy temple;
the LORD’s throne is in heaven.
His eyes watch;
his eyes examine all people.
5The LORD approves of the godly,
but he hates the wicked and those who love to do violence.
6May theLORD rain down|strong="H4305" burning coals andbrimstone

on the wicked!
A whirlwind is what they deserve!
7Certainly the LORD is just;
he rewards godly deeds;
the upright will experience his favor.

12
For themusicdirector; according to thesheminith style; apsalmofDavid.
1Deliver, LORD!
For the godly have disappeared;
people of integrity have vanished.
2People lie to one another;
they flatter and deceive.
3May the LORD cut off all flattering lips,
and the tongue that boasts!
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4They say, “We speak persuasively;
we know how to flatter and boast.
Who is ourmaster?”
5 “Because of the violence done to the oppressed,
because of the painful cries of the needy,
I will spring into action,” says the LORD.
“I will provide the safety they so desperately desire.”
6The LORD’s words are absolutely reliable.
They are as untainted as silver purified in a furnace on the ground,
where it is thoroughly refined.
7You, LORD, will protect them;
you will continually shelter each one from these evil people,
8 for the wicked seem to be everywhere,
when people promote evil.

13
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1How long, LORD, will you continue to ignoreme?
How long will you pay no attention to me?
2How longmust I worry,
and suffer in broad daylight?
How long will my enemy gloat over me?
3Look at me! Answerme, O LORDmy God!
Revive me, or else I will die!
4Thenmy enemywill say, “I have defeated him!”
Thenmy foes will rejoice because I am upended.
5But I trust in your faithfulness.
May I rejoice because of your deliverance!
6 I will sing praises to the LORD
when he vindicates me.

14
For themusic director; by David.
1Fools say to themselves, “There is no God.”
They sin and commit evil deeds;
none of them does what is right.
2The LORD looks down from heaven at the human race,
to see if there is anyone who is wise and seeks God.
3Everyone rejects God;
they are all morally corrupt.
None of them does what is right,
not even one!
4All those who behave wickedly do not understand –
those who devourmy people as if they were eating bread,
and do not call out to the LORD.
5They are absolutely terrified,
for God defends the godly.
6Youwant to humiliate the oppressed,
even though the LORD is their shelter.
7 I wish the deliverance of Israel would come from Zion!
When the LORD restores the well-being of his people,
may Jacob rejoice,
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may Israel be happy!

15
A psalm of David.
1 LORD, whomay be a guest in your home?
Whomay live on your holy hill?
2Whoever lives a blameless life,
does what is right,
and speaks honestly.
3He does not slander,
or do harm to others,
or insult his neighbor.
4He despises a reprobate,
but honors the LORD’s loyal followers.
Hemakes firm commitments and does not renege on his promise.
5He does not charge interest when he lends his money.
He does not take bribes to testify against the innocent.
The one who lives like this will never be upended.

16
A prayer of David.
1Protect me, O God, for I have taken shelter in you.
2 I say to the LORD, “You are the Lord,
my only source of well-being.”
3As for God’s chosen people who are in the land,
and the leading officials I admired somuch –
4 their troubles multiply,
they desire other gods.
I will not pour out drink offerings of blood to their gods,
nor will I make vows in the name of their gods.
5 LORD, you give me stability and prosperity;
youmakemy future secure.
6 It is as if I have been given fertile fields
or received a beautiful tract of land.
7 I will praise the LORD who guides me;
yes, during the night I reflect and learn.
8 I constantly trust in the LORD;
because he is at my right hand, I will not be upended.
9 Somy heart rejoices
and I am happy;
My life is safe.
10Youwill not abandonme to Sheol;
you will not allow your faithful follower to see the Pit.
11You leadme in the path of life;
I experience absolute joy in your presence;
you always give me sheer delight.

17
A prayer of David.
1 LORD, consider my just cause!
Pay attention to my cry for help!
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Listen to the prayer
I sincerely offer!
2Make a just decision onmy behalf!
Decide what is right!
3You have scrutinizedmy inner motives;
you have examinedme during the night.
You have carefully evaluatedme, but you find no sin.
I am determined I will say nothing sinful.
4As for the actions of people –
just as you have commanded,
I have not followed in the footsteps of violent men.
5 I carefully obey your commands;
I do not deviate from them.
6 I call to you for you will answerme, O God.
Listen to me!
Hear what I say!
7Accomplish awesome, faithful deeds,
you who powerfully deliver those who look to you for protection from

their enemies.
8Protect me as you would protect the pupil of your eye!
Hideme in the shadow of your wings!
9Protect me from the wickedmenwho attackme,
my enemies who crowd aroundme for the kill.
10They are calloused;
they speak arrogantly.
11They attackme, now they surroundme;
they intend to throwme to the ground.
12He is like a lion that wants to tear its prey to bits,
like a young lion crouching in hidden places.
13Rise up, LORD!
Confront him! Knock him down!
Use your sword to rescueme from the wickedman!
14 LORD, use your power to deliver me from these murderers,
from themurderers of this world!
They enjoy prosperity;
you overwhelm themwith the riches they desire.
They havemany children,
and leave their wealth to their offspring.
15As for me, because I am innocent I will see your face;
when I awake you will reveal yourself to me.

18
For the music director; by the LORD’s servant David, who sang to the
LORD thewords of this songwhen the LORD rescued him from the power
of all his enemies, including Saul.
1He said:
“I love you, LORD, my source of strength!
2The LORD is my high ridge, my stronghold, my deliverer.
My God is my rocky summit where I take shelter,
my shield, the horn that saves me, andmy refuge.
3 I called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise,
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and I was delivered frommy enemies.
4The waves of death engulfedme,
the currents of chaos overwhelmedme.
5The ropes of Sheol tightened aroundme,
the snares of death trappedme.
6 In my distress I called to the LORD;
I cried out to my God.
From his heavenly temple he heardmy voice;
he listened to my cry for help.
7The earth heaved and shook;
the roots of themountains trembled;
they heaved because he was angry.
8 Smoke ascended from his nose;
fire devoured as it came from his mouth;
he hurled down fiery coals.
9Hemade the sky sink as he descended;
a thick cloud was under his feet.
10Hemounted a winged angel and flew;
he glided on the wings of the wind.
11He shrouded himself in darkness,
in thick rain clouds.
12From the brightness in front of him came
hail and fiery coals.
13The LORD thundered in the sky;
the sovereign One shouted.
14He shot his arrows and scattered them,
many lightning bolts and routed them.
15The depths of the sea were exposed;
the inner regions of the world were uncovered
by your battle cry, LORD,
by the powerful breath from your nose.
16He reached down from above and took hold of me;
he pulledme from the surging water.
17He rescuedme frommy strong enemy,
from those who hate me,
for they were too strong for me.
18They confrontedme inmy day of calamity,
but the LORD helpedme.
19He brought me out into a wide open place;
he deliveredme because he was pleased withme.
20The LORD repaidme for my godly deeds;
he rewardedmy blameless behavior.
21For I have obeyed the LORD’s commands;
I have not rebelled against my God.
22For I am aware of all his regulations,
and I do not reject his rules.
23 I was innocent before him,
and kept myself from sinning.
24The LORD rewardedme for my godly deeds;
he took notice of my blameless behavior.
25You prove to be loyal to one who is faithful;



Psalms 18:26 340 Psalms 18:48

you prove to be trustworthy to one who is innocent.
26You prove to be reliable to one who is blameless,
but you prove to be deceptive to one who is perverse.
27For you deliver oppressed people,
but you bring down those who have a proud look.
28 Indeed, you aremy lamp, LORD.
My God illuminates the darkness aroundme.
29 Indeed, with your help I can charge against an army;
bymy God’s power I can jump over a wall.
30The one true God acts in a faithful manner;
the LORD’s promise is reliable;
he is a shield to all who take shelter in him.
31 Indeed, who is God besides the LORD?
Who is a protector besides our God?
32The one true God gives me strength;
he removes the obstacles in myway.
33He gives me the agility of a deer;
he enables me to negotiate the rugged terrain.
34He trains my hands for battle;
my arms can bend even the strongest bow.
35You giveme your protective shield;
your right hand supports me;
your willingness to help enables me to prevail.
36Youwidenmy path;
my feet do not slip.
37 I chase my enemies and catch them;
I do not turn back until I wipe them out.
38 I beat them to death;
they fall at my feet.
39You giveme strength for battle;
youmakemy foes kneel before me.
40Youmakemy enemies retreat;
I destroy those who hate me.
41They cry out, but there is no one to help them;
they cry out to the LORD, but he does not answer them.
42 I grind them as fine windblown dust;
I beat them underfoot like clay in the streets.
43You rescueme from a hostile army;
youmakeme a leader of nations;
people over whom I had no authority are nowmy subjects.
44When they hear of my exploits, they submit to me.
Foreigners are powerless before me;
45 foreigners lose their courage;
they shake with fear as they leave their strongholds.
46The LORD is alive!
My protector is praiseworthy!
The Godwho delivers me is exalted as king!
47The one true God completely vindicates me;
hemakes nations submit to me.
48He delivers me frommy enemies;
you snatchme away from those who attackme;
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you rescueme from violent men.
49 So I will give you thanks before the nations, O LORD!
I will sing praises to you!
50He gives his chosen kingmagnificent victories;
he is faithful to his chosen ruler,
to David and his descendants forever.”

19
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1The heavens declare the glory of God;
the sky displays his handiwork.
2Day after day it speaks out;
night after night it reveals his greatness.
3There is no actual speech or word,
nor is its voice literally heard.
4Yet its voice echoes throughout the earth;
its words carry to the distant horizon.
In the sky he has pitched a tent for the sun.
5Like a bridegroom it emerges from its chamber;
like a strongman it enjoys running its course.
6 It emerges from the distant horizon,
and goes from one end of the sky to the other;
nothing can escape its heat.
7The law of the LORD is perfect
and preserves one’s life.
The rules set down by the LORD are reliable
and impart wisdom to the inexperienced.
8The LORD’s precepts are fair
andmake one joyful.
The LORD’s commands are pure
and give insight for life.
9The commands to fear the LORD are right
and endure forever.
The judgments given by the LORD are trustworthy
and absolutely just.
10They are of greater value than gold,
than even a great amount of pure gold;
they bring greater delight than honey,
than even the sweetest honey from a honeycomb.
11Yes, your servant findsmoral guidance there;
those who obey them receive a rich reward.
12Who can know all his errors?
Please do not punishme for sins I am unaware of.
13Moreover, keepme from committing flagrant sins;
do not allow such sins to control me.
Then I will be blameless,
and innocent of blatant rebellion.
14Maymywords andmy thoughts
be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my sheltering rock andmy redeemer.
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20
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1May the LORD answer you when you are in trouble;
may the God of Jacobmake you secure!
2May he send you help from his temple;
from Zionmay he give you support!
3May he take notice of your offerings;
may he accept your burnt sacrifice! (Selah)
4May he grant your heart’s desire;
may he bring all your plans to pass!
5Thenwewill shout for joy over your victory;
we will rejoice in the name of our God!
May the LORD grant all your requests!
6Now I am sure that the LORD will deliver his chosen king;
he will intervene for him from his holy heavenly temple,
and display his mighty ability to deliver.
7 Some trust in chariots and others in horses,
but we depend on the LORD our God.
8They will fall down,
but we will stand firm.
9The LORD will deliver the king;
he will answer us whenwe call to him for help!

21
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1O LORD, the king rejoices in the strength you give;
he takes great delight in the deliverance you provide.
2You grant him his heart’s desire;
you do not refuse his request. (Selah)
3For you bring him rich blessings;
you place a golden crown on his head.
4He asked you to sustain his life,
and you have granted him long life and an enduring dynasty.
5Your deliverance brings him great honor;
you give himmajestic splendor.
6For you grant him lasting blessings;
you give him great joy by allowing him into your presence.
7For the king trusts in the LORD,
and because of the sovereign LORD’s faithfulness he is not upended.
8You prevail over all your enemies;
your power is too great for those who hate you.
9You burn them up like a fiery furnace when you appear;
the LORD angrily devours them;
the fire consumes them.
10You destroy their offspring from the earth,
their descendants from among the human race.
11Yes, they intend to do you harm;
they dream up a scheme, but they do not succeed.
12For youmake them retreat
when you shoot your arrows at them.
13Rise up, O LORD, in strength!
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Wewill sing and praise your power!

22
For the music director; according to the tune “Morning Doe;” a psalm of
David.
1My God, my God, why have you abandonedme?
I groan in prayer, but help seems far away.
2My God, I cry out during the day,
but you do not answer,
and during the night my prayers do not let up.
3You are holy;
you sit as king receiving the praises of Israel.
4 In you our ancestors trusted;
they trusted in you and you rescued them.
5To you they cried out, and they were saved;
in you they trusted and they were not disappointed.
6But I am aworm, not a man;
people insult me and despise me.
7All who seeme taunt me;
theymockme and shake their heads.
8They say,
“Commit yourself to the LORD!
Let the LORD rescue|strong="H6403" him!
Let the LORD deliver|strong="H5337" him, for he delights in him.”
9Yes, you are the one who brought me out from the womb
andmademe feel secure onmymother’s breasts.
10 I have been dependent on you since birth;
from the time I came out of mymother’s womb you have beenmy God.
11Do not remain far away fromme,
for trouble is near and I have no one to helpme.
12Many bulls surroundme;
powerful bulls of Bashan hemme in.
13They open their mouths to devourme
like a roaring lion that rips its prey.
14My strength drains away like water;
all my bones are dislocated;
my heart is like wax;
it melts away insideme.
15The roof of mymouth is as dry as a piece of pottery;
my tongue sticks to my gums.
You set me in the dust of death.
16Yes, wild dogs surroundme –
a gang of evil men crowd aroundme;
like a lion they pinmy hands and feet.
17 I can count all my bones;
my enemies are gloating over me in triumph.
18They are dividing upmy clothes among themselves;
they are rolling dice for my garments.
19But you, O LORD, do not remain far away!
You aremy source of strength! Hurry and helpme!
20Deliver me from the sword!
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Savemy life from the claws of the wild dogs!
21Rescueme from themouth of the lion,
and from the horns of the wild oxen!
You have answeredme!
22 I will declare your name tomy countrymen!
In themiddle of the assembly I will praise you!
23You loyal followers of the LORD, praise him!
All you descendants of Jacob, honor him!
All you descendants of Israel, stand in awe of him!
24For he did not despise or detest the suffering of the oppressed;
he did not ignore him;
when he cried out to him, he responded.
25You are the reason I offer praise in the great assembly;
I will fulfill my promises before the LORD’s loyal followers|

strong="H3373".
26Let the oppressed eat and be filled!
Let those who seek his help praise the LORD!
May you live forever!
27Let all the people of the earth acknowledge the LORD and turn to him!
Let all the nations worship you!
28For the LORD is king
and rules over the nations.
29 All of the thriving people of the earth will join the celebration and

worship;
all those who are descending into the grave will bow before him,
including those who cannot preserve their lives.
30Awhole generation will serve him;
they will tell the next generation about the sovereign Lord.
31They will come and tell about his saving deeds;
they will tell a future generation what he has accomplished.

23
A psalm of David.
1The LORD is my shepherd,
I lack nothing.
2He takes me to lush pastures,
he leads me to refreshing water.
3He restores my strength.
He leads me down the right paths
for the sake of his reputation.
4Evenwhen I must walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no danger,
for you are withme;
your rod and your staff reassureme.
5You prepare a feast before me
in plain sight of my enemies.
You refreshmy head with oil;
my cup is completely full.
6 Surely your goodness and faithfulness will pursueme all my days,
and I will live in the LORD’s house for the rest of my life.
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24
A psalm of David.
1The LORD owns the earth and all it contains,
the world and all who live in it.
2For he set its foundation upon the seas,
and established it upon the ocean currents.
3Who is allowed to ascend themountain of the LORD?
Whomay go up to his holy dwelling place?
4The one whose deeds are blameless
and whosemotives are pure,
who does not lie,
or make promises with no intention of keeping them.
5 Such godly people are rewarded by the LORD,
and vindicated by the Godwho delivers them.
6 Such purity characterizes the people who seek his favor,
Jacob’s descendants, who pray to him. (Selah)
7Look up, you gates!
Rise up, you eternal doors!
Then themajestic king will enter!
8Who is this majestic king?
The LORD who is strong andmighty!
The LORD who is mighty in battle!
9Look up, you gates!
Rise up, you eternal doors!
Then themajestic king will enter!
10Who is this majestic king?
The LORD who commands armies!
He is themajestic king! (Selah)

25
By David.
1O LORD, I come before you in prayer.
2My God, I trust in you.
Please do not let me be humiliated;
do not let my enemies triumphantly rejoice over me!
3Certainly none who rely on youwill be humiliated.
Those who deal in treachery will be thwarted and humiliated.
4Makeme understand your ways, O LORD!
Teachme your paths!
5Guideme into your truth and teachme.
For you are the Godwho delivers me;
on you I rely all day long.
6Remember your compassionate and faithful deeds, O LORD,
for you have always acted in this manner.
7Do not hold against me the sins of my youth or my rebellious acts!
Because you are faithful to me, extend tome your favor, O LORD!
8The LORD is both kind and fair;
that is why he teaches sinners the right way to live.
9May he show the humble what is right!
May he teach the humble his way!
10The LORD always proves faithful and reliable
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to those who follow the demands of his covenant.
11For the sake of your reputation, O LORD,
forgive my sin, because it is great.
12The LORD shows his faithful followers
the way they should live.
13They experience his favor;
their descendants inherit the land.
14The LORD’s loyal followers receive his guidance,
and he reveals his covenantal demands to them.
15 I continually look to the LORD for help,
for he will free my feet from the enemy’s net.
16Turn towardme and havemercy onme,
for I am alone and oppressed!
17Deliver me frommy distress;
rescueme frommy suffering!
18 Seemy pain and suffering!
Forgive all my sins!
19Watchmy enemies, for they outnumberme;
they hate me andwant to harmme.
20Protect me and deliver me!
Please do not let me be humiliated,
for I have taken shelter in you!
21May integrity and godliness protect me,
for I rely on you!
22O God, rescue Israel
from all their distress!

26
By David.
1Vindicate me, O LORD,
for I have integrity,
and I trust in the LORD without wavering.
2Examineme, O LORD, and test me!
Evaluate my inner thoughts andmotives!
3For I am ever aware of your faithfulness,
and your loyalty continually motivates me.
4 I do not associate with deceitful men,
or consort with those who are dishonest.
5 I hate themob of evil men,
and do not associate with the wicked.
6 I maintain a pure lifestyle,
so I can appear before your altar, O LORD,
7 to give you thanks,
and to tell about all your amazing deeds.
8O LORD, I love the temple where you live,
the place where your splendor is revealed.
9Do not sweepme awaywith sinners,
or execute me along with violent people,
10who are always ready to do wrong
or offer a bribe.
11But I have integrity!
Rescueme and havemercy onme!
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12 I am safe,
and among the worshipers I will praise the LORD.

27
By David.
1The LORD delivers and vindicates me!
I fear no one!
The LORD protects my life!
I am afraid of no one!
2When evil men attackme
to devourmy flesh,
whenmy adversaries and enemies attackme,
they stumble and fall.
3Evenwhen an army is deployed against me,
I do not fear.
Even whenwar is imminent,
I remain confident.
4 I have asked the LORD for one thing –
this is what I desire!
I want to live in the LORD’s house all the days of my life,
so I can gaze at the splendor of the LORD
and contemplate in his temple.
5Hewill surely give me shelter in the day of danger;
he will hide me in his home;
he will place me on an inaccessible rocky summit.
6Now I will triumph
over my enemies who surroundme!
I will offer sacrifices in his dwelling place and shout for joy!
I will sing praises to the LORD!
7Hearme, O LORD, when I cry out!
Havemercy onme and answerme!
8My heart tells me to pray to you,
and I do pray to you, O LORD.
9Do not reject me!
Do not push your servant away in anger!
You aremy deliverer!
Do not forsake or abandonme,
O Godwho vindicates me!
10Even if my father andmother abandonedme,
the LORD would takeme in.
11Teachme how youwant me to live;
leadme along a level path because of those whowait to ambushme!
12Do not turnme over to my enemies,
for false witnesses whowant to destroyme testify against me.
13Where would I be if I did not believe I would experience
the LORD’s favor in the land of the living?
14Rely on the LORD!
Be strong and confident!
Rely on the LORD!

28
By David.
1To you, O LORD, I cry out!



Psalms 28:2 348 Psalms 29:11

My protector, do not ignoreme!
If you do not respond tome,
I will join those who are descending into the grave.
2Hearmy plea for mercy when I cry out to you for help,
when I lift my hands toward your holy temple!
3Do not dragme awaywith evil men,
with those who behave wickedly,
who talk so friendly to their neighbors,
while they plan to harm them!
4Pay them back for their evil deeds!
Pay them back for what they do!
Punish them!
5For they do not understand the LORD’s actions|strong="H6468",
or the way he carries out justice.
The LORD will permanently demolish them.
6The LORD deserves praise,
for he has heardmy plea for mercy!
7The LORD strengthens and protects me;
I trust in himwith all my heart.
I am rescued andmy heart is full of joy;
I will sing to him in gratitude.
8The LORD strengthens his people;
he protects and delivers his chosen king.
9Deliver your people!
Empower the nation that belongs to you!
Care for them like a shepherd and carry them in your arms at all times!

29
A psalm of David.
1Acknowledge the LORD, you heavenly beings,
acknowledge the LORD’s majesty and power!
2Acknowledge themajesty of the LORD’s reputation!
Worship the LORD in holy attire!
3The LORD’s shout is heard over the water;
the majestic God thunders,
the LORD appears over the surging water.
4The LORD’s shout is powerful,
the LORD’s shout is majestic.
5The LORD’s shout breaks the cedars,
the LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
6Hemakes Lebanon skip like a calf
and Sirion like a young ox.
7The LORD’s shout strikes with flaming fire.
8The LORD’s shout shakes the wilderness,
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The LORD’s shout bends the large trees
and strips the leaves from the forests.
Everyone in his temple says, “Majestic!”
10The LORD sits enthroned over the engulfing waters,
the LORD sits enthroned as the eternal king.
11The LORD gives his people strength;
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the LORD grants his people security.

30
A psalm – a song used at the dedication of the temple; by David.
1 I will praise you, O LORD, for you liftedme up,
and did not allowmy enemies to gloat over me.
2O LORDmy God,
I cried out to you and you healedme.
3O LORD, you pulledme up from Sheol;
you rescuedme from among those descending into the grave.
4 Sing to the LORD, you faithful followers of his;
give thanks to his holy name.
5For his anger lasts only a brief moment,
and his good favor restores one’s life.
Onemay experience sorrow during the night,
but joy arrives in themorning.
6 In my self-confidence I said,
“I will never be upended.”
7O LORD, in your good favor youmademe secure.
Then you rejectedme and I was terrified.
8To you, O LORD, I cried out;
I begged the Lord for mercy:
9 “What profit is there in takingmy life,
in my descending into the Pit?
Can the dust of the grave praise you?
Can it declare your loyalty?
10Hear, O LORD, and havemercy onme!
O LORD, deliver me!”
11Then you turnedmy lament into dancing;
you removedmy sackcloth and coveredmewith joy.
12 So nowmy heart will sing to you and not be silent;
O LORDmy God, I will always give thanks to you.

31
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1 In you, O LORD, I have taken shelter!
Never let me be humiliated!
Vindicate me by rescuingme!
2Listen to me!
Quickly deliver me!
Bemy protector and refuge,
a stronghold where I can be safe!
3For you aremy high ridge andmy stronghold;
for the sake of your own reputation you leadme and guideme.
4Youwill free me from the net they hid for me,
for you aremy place of refuge.
5 Into your hand I entrust my life;
you will rescueme, O LORD, the faithful God.
6 I hate those who serve worthless idols,
but I trust in the LORD.
7 I will be happy and rejoice in your faithfulness,
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because you notice my pain
and you are aware of how distressed I am.
8You do not deliver me over to the power of the enemy;
you enable me to stand in a wide open place.
9Havemercy onme, for I am in distress!
My eyes grow dim from suffering.
I have lost my strength.
10Formy life nears its end in pain;
my years draw to a close as I groan.
My strength fails me because of my sin,
andmy bones become brittle.
11Because of all my enemies, people disdainme;
my neighbors are appalled bymy suffering –
those who knowme are horrified bymy condition;
those who seeme in the street run away fromme.
12 I am forgotten, like a deadman no one thinks about;
I am regarded as worthless, like a broken jar.
13For I hear what so many are saying,
the terrifying news that comes from every direction.
When they plot together against me,
they figure out how they can takemy life.
14But I trust in you, O LORD!
I declare, “You aremy God!”
15You determinemy destiny!
Rescueme from the power of my enemies and those who chaseme.
16 Smile on your servant!
Deliver me because of your faithfulness!
17O LORD, do not let me be humiliated,
for I call out to you!
May evil men be humiliated!
May they go wailing to the grave!
18May lying lips be silenced –
lips that speak defiantly against the innocent
with arrogance and contempt!
19How great is your favor,
which you store up for your loyal followers!
In plain sight of everyone youbestow it on thosewho take shelter in you.
20You hide themwith you, where they are safe from the attacks of men;
you conceal them in a shelter, where they are safe from slanderous

attacks.
21The LORD|strong="H3069" deserves praise
forhedemonstratedhis amazing faithfulness tomewhen Iwasbesieged

by enemies.
22 I jumped to conclusions and said,
“I am cut off from your presence!”
But you heardmy plea for mercy when I cried out to you for help.
23Love the LORD, all you faithful followers of his!
The LORD protects those who have integrity,
but he pays back in full the one who acts arrogantly.
24Be strong and confident,
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all you whowait on the LORD!

32
By David; a well-written song.
1How blessed is the one whose rebellious acts are forgiven,
whose sin is pardoned!
2How blessed is the one whose wrongdoing the LORD does not punish,
in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3When I refused to confess my sin,
mywhole body wasted away,
while I groaned in pain all day long.
4For day and night you tormentedme;
you tried to destroyme in the intense heat of summer. (Selah)
5Then I confessedmy sin;
I no longer covered upmywrongdoing.
I said, “I will confess my rebellious acts to the LORD.”
And then you forgavemy sins. (Selah)
6For this reason every one of your faithful followers should pray to you
while there is a window of opportunity.
Certainly when the surging water rises,
it will not reach them.
7You aremy hiding place;
you protect me from distress.
You surroundmewith shouts of joy from those celebrating deliverance.

(Selah)
8 I will instruct and teach you about how you should live.
I will advise you as I look you in the eye.
9Do not be like an unintelligent horse or mule,
which will not obey you
unless they are controlled by a bridle and bit.
10An evil person suffers much pain,
but the LORD’s faithfulness overwhelms the one who trusts in him.
11Rejoice in the LORD and be happy, you who are godly!
Shout for joy, all you who aremorally upright!

33
1You godly ones, shout for joy because of the LORD!
It is appropriate for themorally upright to offer him praise.
2Give thanks to the LORD with the harp!
Sing to him to the accompaniment of a ten-stringed instrument!
3 Sing to him a new song!
Play skillfully as you shout out your praises to him!
4For the LORD’s decrees are just,
and everything he does is fair.
5The LORD promotes equity and justice;
the LORD’s faithfulness extends throughout the earth.
6By the LORD’s decree the heavens weremade;
by amere word from his mouth all the stars in the sky were created.
7He piles up the water of the sea;
he puts the oceans in storehouses.
8Let the whole earth fear the LORD!
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Let all who live in the world stand in awe of him!
9For he spoke, and it came into existence,
he issued the decree, and it stood firm.
10The LORD frustrates the decisions of the nations;
he nullifies the plans of the peoples.
11The LORD’s decisions stand forever;
his plans abide throughout the ages.
12How blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen to be his special possession.
13The LORD watches from heaven;
he sees all people.
14From the place where he lives he looks carefully
at all the earth’s inhabitants.
15He is the one who forms every human heart,
and takes note of all their actions.
16No king is delivered by his vast army;
a warrior is not saved by his great might.
17A horse disappoints those who trust in it for victory;
despite its great strength, it cannot deliver.
18Look, the LORD takes notice of his loyal followers,
those whowait for him to demonstrate his faithfulness
19by saving their lives from death
and sustaining them during times of famine.
20Wewait for the LORD;
he is our deliverer and shield.
21For our hearts rejoice in him,
for we trust in his holy name.
22Maywe experience your faithfulness, O LORD,
for we wait for you.

34
Written by David, when he pretended to be insane before Abimelech,
causing the king to send him away.
1 I will praise the LORD at all times;
mymouth will continually praise him.
2 I will boast in the LORD;
let the oppressed hear and rejoice!
3Magnify the LORD withme!
Let’s praise his name together!
4 I sought the LORD’s help and he answeredme;
he deliveredme from all my fears.
5Those who look to him for help are happy;
their faces are not ashamed.
6This oppressedman cried out and the LORD heard;
he saved him from all his troubles.
7The LORD’s angel camps around
the LORD’s loyal followers|strong="H3373" and delivers them.
8Taste and see that the LORD is good!
How blessed is the one who takes shelter in him!
9Remain loyal to the LORD, you chosen people of his,
for his loyal followers lack nothing!
10Even young lions sometimes lack food and are hungry,
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but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
11Come children! Listen to me!
I will teach you what it means to fear the LORD.
12Do youwant to really live?
Would you love to live a long, happy life?
13Thenmake sure you don’t speak evil words
or use deceptive speech!
14Turn away from evil and do what is right!
Strive for peace and promote it!
15The LORD pays attention to the godly
and hears their cry for help.
16But the LORD opposes evildoers
and wipes out all memory of them from the earth.
17The godly cry out and the LORD hears;
he saves them from all their troubles.
18The LORD is near the brokenhearted;
he delivers those who are discouraged.
19The godly face many dangers,
but the LORD saves them from each one of them.
20He protects all his bones;
not one of them is broken.
21Evil people self-destruct;
those who hate the godly are punished.
22The LORD rescues his servants;
all who take shelter in him escape punishment.

35
By David.
1O LORD, fight those who fight withme!
Attack those who attackme!
2Grab your small shield and large shield,
and rise up to helpme!
3Use your spear and lance against those who chaseme!
Assuremewith these words: “I am your deliverer!”
4May those who seekmy life be embarrassed and humiliated!
May those who plan to harmme be turned back and ashamed!
5May they be like wind-driven chaff,
as the LORD’s angel attacks them!
6May their path be dark and slippery,
as the LORD’s angel chases them!
7 I did not harm them, but they hid a net to catchme
and dug a pit to trapme.
8Let destruction take them by surprise!
Let the net they hid catch them!
Let them fall into destruction!
9Then I will rejoice in the LORD
and be happy because of his deliverance.
10With all my strength I will say,
“O LORD, who can compare to you?
You rescue the oppressed from those who try to overpower them;
the oppressed and needy from those who try to rob them.”
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11Violent men perjure themselves,
and falsely accuse me.
12They repayme evil for the good I have done;
I am overwhelmedwith sorrow.
13When they were sick, I wore sackcloth,
and refrained from eating food.
(If I am lying, maymy prayers go unanswered!)
14 I mourned for them as I would for a friend ormy brother.
I bowed down in sorrow as if I weremourning for mymother.
15But when I stumbled, they rejoiced and gathered together;
they gathered together to ambushme.
They tore at mewithout stopping to rest.
16When I tripped, they tauntedme relentlessly,
and tried to bite me.
17O Lord, how long are you going to just stand there and watch this?
Rescueme from their destructive attacks;
guardmy life from the young lions!
18Then I will give you thanks in the great assembly;
I will praise you before a large crowd of people!
19Do not let those who aremy enemies for no reason gloat over me!
Do not let those who hate me without cause carry out their wicked

schemes!
20For they do not try to make peace with others,
but plan ways to deceive those who are unsuspecting.
21They are ready to devourme;
they say, “Aha! Aha! We’ve got you!”
22But you take notice, LORD!
O Lord, do not remain far away fromme!
23Rouse yourself, wake up and vindicate me!
My God and Lord, defendmy just cause!
24Vindicate me by your justice, O LORDmy God!
Do not let them gloat over me!
25Do not let them say to themselves, “Aha! We have what we wanted!”
Do not let them say, “We have devoured him!”
26May thosewhowant toharmmebe totally embarrassedandashamed!
May those who arrogantly tauntme be coveredwith shame and humili-

ation!
27May those who desire my vindication shout for joy and rejoice!
May they continually say, “May the LORD be praised, for he wants his

servant to be secure.”
28Then I will tell others about your justice,
and praise you all day long.

36
For themusic director; written by the LORD’s servant, David; an oracle.
1An evil man is rebellious to the core.
He does not fear God,
2 for he is too proud
to recognize and give up his sin.
3The words he speaks are sinful and deceitful;
he does not care about doing what is wise and right.
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4He plans ways to sin while he lies in bed;
he is committed to a sinful lifestyle;
he does not reject what is evil.
5O LORD, your loyal love reaches to the sky;
your faithfulness to the clouds.
6Your justice is like the highest mountains,
your fairness like the deepest sea;
you preservemankind and the animal kingdom.
7How precious is your loyal love, O God!
The human race finds shelter under your wings.
8They are filled with food from your house,
and you allow them to drink from the river of your delicacies.
9For you are the one who gives
and sustains life.
10Extend your loyal love to your faithful followers,
and vindicate themorally upright!
11Do not let arrogant men overtakeme,
or let evil menmakeme homeless!
12 I can see the evildoers! They have fallen!
They have been knocked down and are unable to get up!

37
By David.
1Do not fret whenwickedmen seem to succeed!
Do not envy evildoers!
2For they will quickly dry up like grass,
and wither away like plants.
3Trust in the LORD and do what is right!
Settle in the land andmaintain your integrity!
4Then youwill take delight in the LORD,
and he will answer your prayers.
5Commit your future to the LORD!
Trust in him, and he will act on your behalf.
6Hewill vindicate you in broad daylight,
and publicly defend your just cause.
7Wait patiently for the LORD!
Wait confidently for him!
Do not fret over the apparent success of a sinner,
a manwho carries out wicked schemes!
8Do not be angry and frustrated!
Do not fret! That only leads to trouble!
9Wickedmenwill be wiped out,
but those who rely on the LORD are the ones whowill possess the land.
10Evil menwill soon disappear;
you will stare at the spot where they once were, but they will be gone.
11But the oppressed will possess the land
and enjoy great prosperity.
12Evil men plot against the godly
and viciously attack them.
13The Lord laughs in disgust at them,
for he knows that their day is coming.
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14Evil men draw their swords
and prepare their bows,
to bring down the oppressed and needy,
and to slaughter those who are godly.
15Their swords will pierce their own hearts,
and their bows will be broken.
16The little bit that a godly man owns is better than
the wealth of many evil men,
17 for evil menwill lose their power,
but the LORD sustains the godly.
18The LORD watches over the innocent day by day
and they possess a permanent inheritance.
19They will not be ashamedwhen hard times come;
when famine comes they will have enough to eat.
20But evil menwill die;
the LORD’s enemies will be incinerated –
they will go up in smoke.
21Evil men borrow, but do not repay their debt,
but the godly show compassion and are generous.
22 Surely those favored by the LORD will possess| strong="H3423" the

land,
but those rejected by himwill be wiped out.
23The LORD grants success to the one
whose behavior he finds commendable.
24Even if he trips, he will not fall headlong,
for the LORD holds his hand.
25 I was once young, now I am old.
I have never seen a godly man abandoned,
or his children forced to search for food.
26All day long he shows compassion and lends to others,
and his children are blessed.
27Turn away from evil! Do what is right!
Then youwill enjoy lasting security.
28For the LORD promotes justice,
and never abandons his faithful followers.
They are permanently secure,
but the children of evil men are wiped out.
29The godly will possess the land
andwill dwell in it permanently.
30The godly speak wise words
and promote justice.
31The law of their God controls their thinking;
their feet do not slip.
32Evil men set an ambush for the godly
and try to kill them.
33But the LORD does not surrender the godly,
or allow them to be condemned in a court of law.
34Rely on the LORD! Obey his commands!
Then he will permit you to possess the land;
you will see the demise of evil men.
35 I have seen ruthless evil men
growing in influence, like a green tree grows in its native soil.
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36But then one passes by, and suddenly they have disappeared!
I looked for them, but they could not be found.
37Take note of the one who has integrity! Observe the godly!
For the one who promotes peace has a future.
38 Sinful rebels are totally destroyed;
evil men have no future.
39But the LORD delivers the godly;
he protects them in times of trouble.
40The LORD helps them and rescues them;
he rescues them from evil men and delivers them,
for they seek his protection.

38
A psalm of David, written to get God’s attention.
1O LORD, do not continue to rebukeme in your anger!
Do not continue to punishme in your raging fury!
2For your arrows pierce me,
and your hand presses me down.
3Mywhole body is sick because of your judgment;
I am deprived of health because of my sin.
4Formy sins overwhelmme;
like a heavy load, they are toomuch for me to bear.
5Mywounds are infected and starting to smell,
because of my foolish sins.
6 I am dazed and completely humiliated;
all day long I walk aroundmourning.
7For I am overcomewith shame
andmywhole body is sick.
8 I am numbwith pain and severely battered;
I groan loudly because of the anxiety I feel.
9O Lord, you understandmy heart’s desire;
my groaning is not hidden from you.
10My heart beats quickly;
my strength leaves me;
I can hardly see.
11 Because of my condition, even my friends and acquaintances keep

their distance;
my neighbors stand far away.
12Those who seekmy life try to entrapme;
those whowant to harmme speak destructive words;
all day long they say deceitful things.
13But I am like a deaf man – I hear nothing;
I am like amute who cannot speak.
14 I am like amanwho cannot hear
and is incapable of arguing his defense.
15Yet I wait for you, O LORD|strong="H3069"!
You will respond, O Lord, my God!
16 I have prayed for deliverance, because otherwise they will gloat over

me;
whenmy foot slips they will arrogantly taunt me.
17For I am about to stumble,



Psalms 38:18 358 Psalms 39:13

and I am in constant pain.
18Yes, I confess mywrongdoing,
and I am concerned about my sins.
19But those who aremy enemies for no reason are numerous;
those who hate mewithout cause outnumberme.
20They repayme evil for the good I have done;
though I have tried to do good to them, they hurl accusations at me.
21Do not abandonme, O LORD!
My God, do not remain far away fromme!
22Hurry and helpme, O Lord, my deliverer!

39
For themusic director, Jeduthun; a psalm of David.
1 I decided, “I will watch what I say
andmake sure I do not sin withmy tongue.
I will put a muzzle over mymouth
while in the presence of an evil man.”
2 I was stone silent;
I held back the urge to speak.
My frustration grew;
3my anxiety intensified.
As I thought about it, I became impatient.
Finally I spoke these words:
4 “O LORD, help me understandmymortality
and the brevity of life!
Let me realize how quickly my life will pass!
5Look, youmakemy days short-lived,
andmy life span is nothing from your perspective.
Surely all people, even those who seem secure, are nothing but vapor.
6 Surely people go through life as mere ghosts.
Surely they accumulate worthless wealth
without knowing whowill eventually haul it away.”
7But now, O Lord, uponwhat am I relying?
You aremy only hope!
8Deliver me from all my sins of rebellion!
Do not makeme the object of fools’ insults!
9 I am silent and cannot openmymouth
because of what you have done.
10Please stop woundingme!
You have almost beatenme to death!
11You severely discipline people for their sins;
like amoth you slowly devour their strength.
Surely all people are amere vapor. (Selah)
12Hearmy prayer, O LORD!
Listen to my cry for help!
Do not ignoremy sobbing!
For I am dependent on you, like one residing outside his native land;
I am at yourmercy, just as all my ancestors were.
13Turn your angry gaze away fromme, so I can be happy
before I pass away.
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40
For themusic director; By David, a psalm.
1 I relied completely on the LORD,
and he turned towardme
and heardmy cry for help.
2He liftedme out of the watery pit,
out of the slimymud.
He placedmy feet on a rock
and gaveme secure footing.
3He gaveme reason to sing a new song,
praising our God.
Maymany see what God has done,
so that theymight swear allegiance to him and trust in the LORD!
4How blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD |strong="H3068"
and does not seek help from the proud or from liars!
5O LORD, my God, you have accomplishedmany things;
you have done amazing things and carried out your purposes for us.
No one can thwart you!
I want to declare them and talk about them,
but they are too numerous to recount!
6Receiving sacrifices and offerings are not your primary concern.
Youmake that quite clear to me!
You do not ask for burnt sacrifices and sin offerings.
7Then I say,
“Look! I come!
What is written in the scroll pertains to me.
8 I want to do what pleases you, my God.
Your law dominates my thoughts.”
9 I have told the great assembly about your justice.
Look! I spare no words!
O LORD, you know this is true.
10 I have not failed to tell about your justice;
I spoke about your reliability and deliverance;
I have not neglected to tell the great assembly about your loyal love and

faithfulness.
11O LORD, you do not withhold your compassion fromme.
May your loyal love and faithfulness continually protect me!
12For innumerable dangers surroundme.
My sins overtakeme
so I am unable to see;
they outnumber the hairs of my head
somy strength fails me.
13Please be willing, O LORD, to rescueme!
O LORD, hurry and helpme!
14May those who are trying to snatch awaymy life
be totally embarrassed and ashamed!
May those whowant to harmme
be turned back and ashamed!
15May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”
be humiliated and disgraced!
16May all those who seek you be happy and rejoice in you!



Psalms 40:17 360 Psalms 42:4

May those who love to experience your deliverance say continually,
“May the LORD be praised!”
17 I am oppressed and needy!
May the Lord pay attention to me!
You aremy helper andmy deliverer!
Omy God, do not delay!

41
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1How blessed is the one who treats the poor properly!
When trouble comes, the LORD delivers him.
2May the LORD protect him and save his life!
May he be blessed in the land!
Do not turn him over to his enemies!
3The LORD supports him on his sickbed;
you completely heal him from his illness.
4As for me, I said:
“O LORD, havemercy onme!
Heal me, for I have sinned against you!
5My enemies ask this cruel question about me,
‘Whenwill he finally die and be forgotten?’
6When someone comes to visit, he pretends to be friendly;
he thinks of ways to defameme,
and when he leaves he slanders me.
7All who hate mewhisper insults about me to one another;
they plan ways to harmme.
8They say,
‘An awful disease overwhelms him,
and now that he is bed-ridden he will never recover.’
9Evenmy close friend whom I trusted,
he who sharedmeals withme, has turned against me.
10As for you, O LORD|strong="H3069", have mercy on me and raise me

up,
so I can pay them back!”
11By this I know that you are pleased withme,
for my enemy does not triumph over me.
12As for me, you upholdme because of my integrity;
you allowme permanent access to your presence.
13The LORD God of Israel deserves praise
in the future and forevermore!
We agree! We agree!

42
For themusic director; a well-written song by the Korahites.
1As a deer longs for streams of water,
so I long for you, O God!
2 I thirst for God,
for the living God.
I say, “Whenwill I be able to go and appear in God’s presence?”
3 I cannot eat, I weep day and night;
all day long they say to me, “Where is your God?”
4 I will remember andweep!
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For I was oncewalking alongwith the great throng to the temple of God,
shouting and giving thanks along with the crowd as we celebrated the

holy festival.
5Why are you depressed, Omy soul?
Why are you upset?
Wait for God!
For I will again give thanks
to my God for his saving intervention.
6 I am depressed,
so I will pray to you while I am trapped here in the region of the upper

Jordan,
fromHermon, fromMount Mizar.
7One deep stream calls out to another at the sound of your waterfalls;
all your billows andwaves overwhelmme.
8By day the LORD decrees his loyal love,
and by night he gives me a song,
a prayer to the living God.
9 I will pray to God, my high ridge:
“Why do you ignoreme?
Whymust I walk aroundmourning
becausemy enemies oppress me?”
10My enemies’ taunts cut into me to the bone,
as they say to me all day long, “Where is your God?”
11Why are you depressed, Omy soul?
Why are you upset?
Wait for God!
For I will again give thanks
to my God for his saving intervention.

43
1Vindicate me, O God!
Fight for me against an ungodly nation!
Deliver me from deceitful and evil men!
2For you are the Godwho shelters me.
Why do you reject me?
Whymust I walk aroundmourning
becausemy enemies oppress me?
3Reveal your light and your faithfulness!
They will leadme,
they will escort me back to your holy hill,
and to the place where you live.
4Then I will go to the altar of God,
to the Godwho gives me ecstatic joy,
so that I express my thanks to you, O God, my God, with a harp.
5Why are you depressed, Omy soul?
Why are you upset?
Wait for God!
For I will again give thanks
to my God for his saving intervention.

44
For themusic director; by the Korahites, a well-written song.
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1O God, we have clearly heard;
our ancestors have told us
what you did in their days,
in ancient times.
2 You, by your power, defeated nations and settled our fathers on their

land;
you crushed thepeople living there and enabled our ancestors to occupy

it.
3For they did not conquer the land by their swords,
and they did not prevail by their strength,
but rather by your power, strength and good favor,
for you were partial to them.
4You aremy king, O God!
Decree Jacob’s deliverance!
5By your power wewill drive back our enemies;
by your strength wewill trample down our foes!
6For I do not trust in my bow,
and I do not prevail bymy sword.
7For you deliver us from our enemies;
you humiliate those who hate us.
8 In God I boast all day long,
and wewill continually give thanks to your name. (Selah)
9But you rejected and embarrassed us!
You did not go into battle with our armies.
10Youmade us retreat from the enemy.
Those who hate us take whatever they want from us.
11You handed us over like sheep to be eaten;
you scattered us among the nations.
12You sold your people for a pittance;
you did not ask a high price for them.
13Youmade us an object of disdain to our neighbors;
those who live on our borders taunt and insult us.
14Youmade us an object of ridicule among the nations;
foreigners treat us with contempt.
15All day long I feel humiliated
and am overwhelmedwith shame,
16before the vindictive enemy
who ridicules and insults me.
17All this has happened to us, even though we have not rejected you
or violated your covenant with us.
18We have not been unfaithful,
nor have we disobeyed your commands.
19 Yet you have battered us, leaving us a heap of ruins overrun by wild

dogs;
you have covered us with darkness.
20 If we had rejected our God,
and spread out our hands in prayer to another god,
21would not God discover it,
for he knows one’s thoughts?
22Yet because of you we are killed all day long;
we are treated like sheep at the slaughtering block.
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23Rouse yourself! Why do you sleep, O Lord?
Wake up! Do not reject us forever!
24Why do you look the other way,
and ignore the way we are oppressed andmistreated?
25For we lie in the dirt,
with our bellies pressed to the ground.
26Rise up and help us!
Rescue us because of your loyal love!

45
For themusic director; according to the tuneof “Lilies;” by theKorahites,
a well-written poem, a love song.
1My heart is stirred by a beautiful song.
I say, “I have composed this special song for the king;
my tongue is as skilled as the stylus of an experienced scribe.”
2You are themost handsome of all men!
You speak in an impressive and fitting manner!
For this reason God grants you continual blessings.
3 Strap your sword to your thigh, O warrior!
Appear in yourmajestic splendor!
4Appear in yourmajesty and be victorious!
Ride forth for the sake of what is right,
on behalf of justice!
Then your right handwill accomplishmighty acts!
5Your arrows are sharp
and penetrate the hearts of the king’s enemies.
Nations fall at your feet.
6Your throne, O God, is permanent.
The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of justice.
7You love justice and hate evil.
For this reason God, your God has anointed you
with the oil of joy, elevating you above your companions.
8All your garments are perfumedwithmyrrh, aloes, and cassia.
From the luxurious palaces comes the music of stringed instruments

that makes you happy.
9Princesses are among your honored guests,
your bride stands at your right hand, wearing jewelry made with gold

fromOphir.
10Listen, O princess!
Observe and pay attention!
Forget your homeland and your family!
11Then the king will be attracted by your beauty.
After all, he is yourmaster! Submit to him!
12Rich people from Tyre
will seek your favor by bringing a gift.
13The princess looks absolutely magnificent,
decked out in pearls and clothed in a brocade trimmedwith gold.
14 In embroidered robes she is escorted to the king.
Her attendants, the maidens of honor who follow her,
are led before you.
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15They are bubbling with joy as they walk in procession
and enter the royal palace.
16Your sons will carry on the dynasty of your ancestors;
you will make them princes throughout the land.
17 I will proclaim your greatness through the coming years,
then the nations will praise you forever.

46
For the music director; by the Korahites; according to the alamoth style;
a song.
1God is our strong refuge;
he is truly our helper in times of trouble.
2For this reason we do not fear when the earth shakes,
and themountains tumble into the depths of the sea,
3when its waves crash and foam,
and themountains shake before the surging sea. (Selah)
4The river’s channels bring joy to the city of God,
the special, holy dwelling place of the sovereign One.
5God lives within it, it cannot bemoved.
God rescues it at the break of dawn.
6Nations are in uproar, kingdoms are overthrown.
God gives a shout, the earth dissolves.
7The LORD who commands armies is on our side!
The God of Jacob is our protector! (Selah)
8Come! Witness the exploits of the LORD,
who brings devastation to the earth!
9He brings an end to wars throughout the earth;
he shatters the bow and breaks the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10He says, “Stop your striving and recognize that I am God!
I will be exalted over the nations! I will be exalted over the earth!”
11The LORD who commands armies is on our side!
The God of Jacob is our protector! (Selah)

47
For themusic director; by the Korahites; a psalm.
1All you nations, clap your hands!
Shout out to God in celebration!
2For the sovereign LORD is awe-inspiring;
he is the great king who rules the whole earth!
3He subdued nations beneath us
and countries under our feet.
4He picked out for us a special land
to be a source of pride for Jacob, whom he loves. (Selah)
5God has ascended his throne amid loud shouts;
the LORD has ascended his throne amid the blaring of ram’s horns.
6 Sing to God! Sing!
Sing to our king! Sing!
7For God is king of the whole earth!
Sing a well-written song!
8God reigns over the nations!
God sits on his holy throne!
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9The nobles of the nations assemble,
along with the people of the God of Abraham,
for God has authority over the rulers of the earth.
He is highly exalted!

48
A song, a psalm by the Korahites.
1The LORD is great and certainly worthy of praise
in the city of our God, his holy hill.
2 It is lofty and pleasing to look at,
a source of joy to the whole earth.
Mount Zion resembles the peaks of Zaphon;
it is the city of the great king.
3God is in its fortresses;
he reveals himself as its defender.
4For look, the kings assemble;
they advance together.
5As soon as they see, they are shocked;
they are terrified, they quickly retreat.
6Look at them shake uncontrollably,
like a womanwrithing in childbirth.
7With an east wind
you shatter the large ships.
8We heard about God’s mighty deeds, nowwe have seen them,
in the city of the LORD|strong="H3069", the invincibleWarrior,
in the city of our God.
Godmakes it permanently secure. (Selah)
9We reflect on your loyal love, O God,
within your temple.
10The praise you receive as far away as the ends of the earth
is worthy of your reputation, O God.
You execute justice!
11Mount Zion rejoices;
the towns of Judah are happy,
because of your acts of judgment.
12Walk around Zion! Encircle it!
Count its towers!
13Consider its defenses!
Walk through its fortresses,
so you can tell the next generation about it!
14For God, our God, is our defender forever!
He guides us!

49
For themusic director, a psalm by the Korahites.
1Listen to this, all you nations!
Pay attention, all you inhabitants of the world!
2Pay attention, all you people,
both rich and poor!
3 I will declare a wise saying;
I will share my profound thoughts.
4 I will learn a song that imparts wisdom;
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I will then singmy insightful song to the accompaniment of a harp.
5Why should I be afraid in times of trouble,
when the sinful deeds of deceptive men threaten to overwhelmme?
6They trust in their wealth
and boast in their great riches.
7Certainly aman cannot rescue his brother;
he cannot pay God an adequate ransom price
8 (the ransom price for a human life is too high,
and people go to their final destiny),
9 so that hemight continue to live forever
and not experience death.
10 Surely one sees that even wise people die;
fools and spiritually insensitive people all pass away
and leave their wealth to others.
11Their grave becomes their permanent residence,
their eternal dwelling place.
They name their lands after themselves,
12but, despite their wealth, people do not last,
they are like animals that perish.
13This is the destiny of fools,
and of those who approve of their philosophy. (Selah)
14They will travel to Sheol like sheep,
with death as their shepherd.
The godly will rule over themwhen the day of vindication dawns;
Sheol will consume their bodies and they will no longer live in impres-

sive houses.
15But God will rescuemy life from the power of Sheol;
certainly he will pull me to safety. (Selah)
16Do not be afraid when aman becomes rich
and his wealth multiplies!
17For he will take nothing with himwhen he dies;
his wealth will not follow him down into the grave.
18He pronounces this blessing on himself while he is alive:
“Maymen praise you, for you have done well!”
19But he will join his ancestors;
they will never again see the light of day.
20Wealthy people do not understand;
they are like animals that perish.

50
A psalm by Asaph.
1El, God, the LORD speaks,
and summons the earth to come from the east and west.
2From Zion, the most beautiful of all places,
God comes in splendor.
3Our God approaches and is not silent;
consuming fire goes ahead of him
and all around him a storm rages.
4He summons the heavens above,
as well as the earth, so that hemight judge his people.
5He says:



Psalms 50:6 367 Psalms 51:2

“Assemble my covenant people before me,
those who ratified a covenant withme by sacrifice!”
6The heavens declare his fairness,
for God is judge. (Selah)
7He says:
“Listenmy people! I am speaking!
Listen Israel! I am accusing you!
I am God, your God!
8 I am not condemning you because of your sacrifices,
or because of your burnt sacrifices that you continually offer me.
9 I do not need to take a bull from your household
or goats from your sheepfolds.
10For every wild animal in the forest belongs to me,
as well as the cattle that graze on a thousand hills.
11 I keep track of every bird in the hills,
and the insects of the field are mine.
12Even if I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world and all it contains belong to me.
13Do I eat the flesh of bulls?
Do I drink the blood of goats?
14Present to God a thank-offering!
Repay your vows to the sovereign One!
15Pray to mewhen you are in trouble!
I will deliver you, and youwill honorme!”
16God says this to the evildoer:
“How can you declare my commands,
and talk about my covenant?
17For you hate instruction
and reject mywords.
18When you see a thief, you join him;
you associate withmenwho are unfaithful to their wives.
19You do damage with words,
and use your tongue to deceive.
20You plot against your brother;
you slander your own brother.
21When you did these things, I was silent,
so you thought I was exactly like you.
But now I will condemn you
and state my case against you!
22Carefully consider this, you who reject God!
Otherwise I will rip you to shreds
and no one will be able to rescue you.
23Whoever presents a thank-offering honors me.
To whoever obeys my commands, I will reveal my power to deliver.”

51
For the music director; a psalm of David, written when Nathan the
prophet confronted him after David’s affair with Bathsheba.
1Havemercy onme, O God, because of your loyal love!
Because of your great compassion, wipe awaymy rebellious acts!
2Wash awaymywrongdoing!
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Cleanseme of my sin!
3For I am aware of my rebellious acts;
I am forever conscious of my sin.
4Against you – you above all – I have sinned;
I have done what is evil in your sight.
So you are just when you confront me;
you are right when you condemnme.
5Look, I was guilty of sin from birth,
a sinner themoment mymother conceivedme.
6Look, you desire integrity in the inner man;
you want me to possess wisdom.
7 Sprinkle mewith water and I will be pure;
washme and I will be whiter than snow.
8Grant me the ultimate joy of being forgiven!
May the bones you crushed rejoice!
9Hide your face frommy sins!
Wipe away all my guilt!
10Create for me a pure heart, O God!
Renew a resolute spirit withinme!
11Do not reject me!
Do not take your Holy Spirit away fromme!
12Let me again experience the joy of your deliverance!
Sustainme by givingme the desire to obey!
13Then I will teach rebels yourmerciful ways,
and sinners will turn to you.
14Rescueme from the guilt of murder, O God, the God who delivers me!
Thenmy tongue will shout for joy because of your deliverance.
15O Lord, give me the words!
Thenmymouth will praise you.
16Certainly you do not want a sacrifice, or else I would offer it;
you do not desire a burnt sacrifice.
17The sacrifices God desires are a humble spirit –
O God, a humble and repentant heart you will not reject.
18Because you favor Zion, do what is good for her!
Fortify the walls of Jerusalem!
19Then youwill accept the proper sacrifices, burnt sacrifices andwhole

offerings;
then bulls will be sacrificed on your altar.

52
For the music director; a well-written song by David. It was written
when Doeg the Edomite went and informed Saul: “David has arrived at
the home of Ahimelech.”
1Why do you boast about your evil plans, O powerful man?
God’s loyal love protects me all day long!
2Your tongue carries out your destructive plans;
it is as effective as a sharp razor, O deceiver.
3You love evil more than good,
lies more than speaking the truth. (Selah)
4You love to use all the words that destroy,
and the tongue that deceives.
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5Yet God will make you a permanent heap of ruins.
He will scoop you up and remove you from your home;
he will uproot you from the land of the living. (Selah)
6When the godly see this, they will be filled with awe,
and will mock the evildoer, saying:
7 “Look, here is themanwhowould not make God his protector!
He trusted in his great wealth
and was confident about his plans to destroy others.”
8But I am like a flourishing olive tree in the house of God;
I continually trust in God’s loyal love.
9 I will continually thank you when you execute judgment;
I will rely on you, for your loyal followers know you are good.

53
For the music director; according to the machalath style; a well-written
song by David.
1Fools say to themselves, “There is no God.”
They sin and commit evil deeds;
none of them does what is right.
2God looks down from heaven at the human race,
to see if there is anyone who is wise and seeks God.
3Everyone rejects God;
they are all morally corrupt.
None of them does what is right,
not even one!
4All those who behave wickedly do not understand –
those who devourmy people as if they were eating bread,
and do not call out to God.
5They are absolutely terrified,
even by things that do not normally cause fear.
For God annihilates those who attack you.
You are able to humiliate them because God has rejected them.
6 I wish the deliverance of Israel would come from Zion!
When God restores the well-being of his people,
may Jacob rejoice,
may Israel be happy!

54
For the music director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a
well-written song by David. It was written when the Ziphites came and
informed Saul: “David is hiding with us.”
1O God, deliver me by your name!
Vindicate me by your power!
2O God, listen to my prayer!
Pay attention to what I say!
3For foreigners attackme;
ruthless men, who do not respect God, seekmy life. (Selah)
4Look, God is my deliverer!
The Lord is among those who support me.
5May those whowait to ambushme be repaid for their evil!
As a demonstration of your faithfulness, destroy them!
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6With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you!
I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good!
7 Surely he rescues me from all trouble,
and I triumph over my enemies.

55
For the music director, to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a
well-written song by David.
1Listen, O God, to my prayer!
Do not ignoremy appeal for mercy!
2Pay attention to me and answerme!
I am so upset and distressed, I am besidemyself,
3because of what the enemy says,
and because of how the wicked pressure me,
for they hurl trouble down uponme
and angrily attackme.
4My heart beats violently withinme;
the horrors of death overcomeme.
5Fear and panic overpowerme;
terror overwhelmsme.
6 I say, “I wish I had wings like a dove!
I would fly away and settle in a safe place!
7Look, I will escape to a distant place;
I will stay in the wilderness. (Selah)
8 I will hurry off to a place that is safe
from the strong wind and the gale.”
9Confuse them, O Lord!
Frustrate their plans!
For I see violence and conflict in the city.
10Day and night they walk around on its walls,
while wickedness and destruction are within it.
11Disaster is within it;
violence and deceit do not depart from its public square.
12 Indeed, it is not an enemywho insults me,
or else I could bear it;
it is not one who hates mewho arrogantly taunts me,
or else I could hide from him.
13But it is you, a man like me,
my close friend in whom I confided.
14Wewould share personal thoughts with each other;
in God’s temple wewould walk together among the crowd.
15May death destroy them!
May they go down alive into Sheol!
For evil is in their dwelling place and in their midst.
16As for me, I will call out to God,
and the LORD will deliver me.
17During the evening, morning, and noontime
I will lament andmoan,
and he will hear me.
18Hewill rescueme and protect me from those who attackme,
even though they greatly outnumberme.
19God, the one who has reigned as king from long ago,
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will hear and humiliate them. (Selah)
They refuse to change,
and do not fear God.
20He attacks his friends;
he breaks his solemn promises to them.
21His words are as smooth as butter,
but he harbors animosity in his heart.
His words seem softer than oil,
but they are really like sharp swords.
22Throw your burden upon the LORD,
and he will sustain you.
He will never allow the godly to be upended.
23But you, O God, will bring them down to the deep Pit.
Violent and deceitful people will not live even half a normal lifespan.
But as for me, I trust in you.

56
For the music director; according to the yonath-elem-rechovim style; a
prayer of David, written when the Philistines captured him in Gath.
1Havemercy onme, O God, for men are attackingme!
All day long hostile enemies are tormentingme.
2Those who anticipate my defeat attackme all day long.
Indeed, many are fighting against me, O Exalted One.
3When I am afraid,
I trust in you.
4 In God – I boast in his promise –
in God I trust, I am not afraid.
What canmeremen do tome?
5All day long they causeme trouble;
theymake a habit of plotting my demise.
6They stalk and lurk;
they watchmy every step,
as they prepare to takemy life.
7Because they are bent on violence, do not let them escape!
In your anger bring down the nations, O God!
8You keep track of mymisery.
Put my tears in your leather container!
Are they not recorded in your scroll?
9My enemies will turn back when I cry out to you for help;
I know that God is onmy side.
10 In God – I boast in his promise –
in the LORD – I boast in his promise –
11 in God I trust, I am not afraid.
What canmeremen do tome?
12 I am obligated to fulfill the vows I made to you, O God;
I will give you the thank-offerings you deserve,
13when you deliver my life from death.
You keepmy feet from stumbling,
so that I might serve God as I enjoy life.
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57
For the music director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a prayer of
David, written when he fled from Saul into the cave.
1Havemercy onme, O God! Havemercy onme!
For in you I have taken shelter.
In the shadow of your wings I take shelter
until trouble passes.
2 I cry out for help to the sovereign God,
to the Godwho vindicates me.
3May he send help from heaven and deliver me
frommy enemies who hurl insults! (Selah)
May God send his loyal love and faithfulness!
4 I am surrounded by lions;
I lie down among those whowant to devourme;
menwhose teeth are spears and arrows,
whose tongues are a sharp sword.
5Rise up above the sky, O God!
May your splendor cover the whole earth!
6They have prepared a net to trapme;
I am discouraged.
They have dug a pit for me.
They will fall into it! (Selah)
7 I am determined, O God! I am determined!
I will sing and praise you!
8Awake, my soul!
Awake, O stringed instrument and harp!
I will wake up at dawn!
9 I will give you thanks before the nations, OMaster!
I will sing praises to you before foreigners!
10For your loyal love extends beyond the sky,
and your faithfulness reaches the clouds.
11Rise up above the sky, O God!
May your splendor cover the whole earth!

58
For the music director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a prayer of
David.
1Do you rulers really pronounce just decisions?
Do you judge people fairly?
2No! You plan how to do what is unjust;
you deal out violence in the earth.
3The wicked turn aside from birth;
liars go astray as soon as they are born.
4Their venom is like that of a snake,
like a deaf serpent that does not hear,
5 that does not respond to themagicians,
or to a skilled snake-charmer.
6O God, break the teeth in their mouths!
Smash the jawbones of the lions, O LORD!
7Let them disappear like water that flows away!
Let themwither like grass!



Psalms 58:8 373 Psalms 59:14

8Let them be like a snail that melts away as it moves along!
Let them be like stillborn babies that never see the sun!
9Before the kindling is even placed under your pots,
he will sweep it away along with both the raw and cookedmeat.
10The godly will rejoice when they see vengeance carried out;
they will bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked.
11Then observers will say,
“Yes indeed, the godly are rewarded!
Yes indeed, there is a God who judges in the earth!”

59
For the music director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a prayer of
David, written when Saul sent men to surround his house and murder
him.
1Deliver me frommy enemies, my God!
Protect me from those who attackme!
2Deliver me from evildoers!
Rescueme from violent men!
3For look, they wait to ambushme;
powerful men stalk me,
but not because I have rebelled or sinned, O LORD.
4Though I have done nothing wrong, they are anxious to attack.
Spring into action and helpme! Take notice of me!
5You, O LORD God, the invincible warrior, the God of Israel,
rouse yourself and punish all the nations!
Have nomercy on any treacherous evildoers! (Selah)
6They return in the evening;
they growl like a dog
and prowl around outside the city.
7Look, they hurl insults at me
and openly threaten to kill me,
for they say,
“Who hears?”
8But you, O LORD, laugh in disgust at them;
you taunt all the nations.
9You aremy source of strength! I will wait for you!
For God is my refuge.
10The Godwho loves mewill help me;
God will enable me to triumph over my enemies.
11Do not strike them dead suddenly,
because thenmy people might forget the lesson.
Use your power tomake themhomeless vagabonds and thenbring them

down,
O Lord who shields us!
12They speak sinful words.
So let them be trapped by their own pride
and by the curses and lies they speak!
13Angrily wipe them out! Wipe them out so they vanish!
Let them know that God rules
in Jacob and to the ends of the earth! (Selah)
14They return in the evening;
they growl like a dog
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and prowl around outside the city.
15They wander around looking for something to eat;
they refuse to sleep until they are full.
16As for me, I will sing about your strength;
I will praise your loyal love in themorning.
For you aremy refuge
andmy place of shelter when I face trouble.
17You aremy source of strength! I will sing praises to you!
For God is my refuge, the God who loves me.

60
For themusic director; according to the shushan-eduth style; a prayer of
David written to instruct others. It was written when he fought against
AramNaharaimandAram-Zobah. Thatwaswhen Joab turned back and
struck down 12,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt.
1O God, you have rejected us.
You suddenly turned on us in your anger.
Please restore us!
2Youmade the earth quake; you split it open.
Repair its breaches, for it is ready to fall.
3You havemade your people experience hard times;
you havemade us drink intoxicating wine.
4You have given your loyal followers a rallying flag,
so that theymight seek safety from the bow. (Selah)
5Deliver by your power and answerme,
so that the ones you lovemay be safe.
6God has spoken in his sanctuary:
“I will triumph! I will parcel out Shechem;
the Valley of Succoth I will measure off.
7Gilead belongs to me,
as does Manasseh!
Ephraim is my helmet,
Judahmy royal scepter.
8Moab is mywashbasin.
I will make Edom serveme.
I will shout in triumph over Philistia.”
9Whowill leadme into the fortified city?
Whowill bringme to Edom?
10Have you not rejected us, O God?
O God, you do not go into battle with our armies.
11Give us help against the enemy,
for any helpmenmight offer is futile.
12By God’s power wewill conquer;
he will trample down our enemies.

61
For themusic director; to be played on a stringed instrument; written by
David.
1O God, hear my cry for help!
Pay attention to my prayer!
2From themost remote place on earth
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I call out to you inmy despair.
Leadme up to an inaccessible rocky summit!
3 Indeed, you aremy shelter,
a strong tower that protects me from the enemy.
4 I will be a permanent guest in your home;
I will find shelter in the protection of your wings. (Selah)
5For you, O God, hear my vows;
you grant me the reward that belongs to your loyal followers.
6Give the king long life!
Make his lifetime span several generations!
7May he reign forever before God!
Decree that your loyal love and faithfulness should protect him.
8Then I will sing praises to your name continually,
as I fulfill my vows day after day.

62
For themusic director, Jeduthun; a psalm of David.
1For God alone I patiently wait;
he is the one who delivers me.
2He alone is my protector and deliverer.
He is my refuge; I will not be upended.
3How long will you threaten aman?
All of you aremurderers,
as dangerous as a leaning wall or an unstable fence.
4They spend all their time planning how to bring him down.
They love to use deceit;
they pronounce blessings with their mouths,
but inwardly they utter curses. (Selah)
5Patiently wait for God alone, my soul!
For he is the one who gives me confidence.
6He alone is my protector and deliverer.
He is my refuge; I will not be upended.
7God delivers me and exalts me;
God is my strong protector andmy shelter.
8Trust in him at all times, you people!
Pour out your hearts before him!
God is our shelter! (Selah)
9Men are nothing but a mere breath;
human beings are unreliable.
When they are weighed in the scales,
all of them together are lighter than air.
10Do not trust in what you can gain by oppression!
Do not put false confidence in what you can gain by robbery!
If wealth increases, do not become attached to it!
11God has declared one principle;
two principles I have heard:
God is strong,
12and you, O Lord, demonstrate loyal love.
For you repaymen for what they do.
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63
A psalm of David, written when he was in the Judean wilderness.
1O God, you aremy God! I long for you!
My soul thirsts for you,
my flesh yearns for you,
in a dry and parched land where there is no water.
2Yes, in the sanctuary I have seen you,
and witnessed your power and splendor.
3Because experiencing your loyal love is better than life itself,
my lips will praise you.
4For this reason I will praise you while I live;
in your name I will lift upmy hands.
5As if with choice meat you satisfy my soul.
Mymouth joyfully praises you,
6whenever I remember you onmy bed,
and think about you during the nighttime hours.
7For you aremy deliverer;
under your wings I rejoice.
8My soul pursues you;
your right hand upholds me.
9Enemies seek to destroymy life,
but they will descend into the depths of the earth.
10Each one will be handed over to the sword;
their corpses will be eaten by jackals.
11But the king will rejoice in God;
everyone who takes oaths in his namewill boast,
for themouths of those who speak lies will be shut up.

64
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1Listen to me, O God, as I offer my lament!
Protect my life from the enemy’s terrifying attacks.
2Hideme from the plots of evil men,
from the crowd of evildoers.
3They sharpen their tongues like a sword;
they aim their arrow, a slanderous charge,
4 in order to shoot down the innocent in secluded places.
They shoot at him suddenly and are unafraid of retaliation.
5They encourage one another to carry out their evil deed.
They plan how to hide snares,
and boast, “Whowill see them?”
6They devise unjust schemes;
they disguise a well-conceived plot.
Man’s inner thoughts cannot be discovered.
7But God will shoot at them;
suddenly they will be wounded by an arrow.
8Their slander will bring about their demise.
All who see themwill shudder,
9and all people will fear.
They will proclaimwhat God has done,
and reflect on his deeds.
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10The godly will rejoice in the LORD|strong="H3069"
and take shelter in him.
All the morally upright will boast.

65
For themusic director; a psalm of David, a song.
1Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion.
Vowsmade to you are fulfilled.
2You hear prayers;
all people approach you.
3Our record of sins overwhelmsme,
but you forgive our acts of rebellion.
4How blessed is the one whom you choose,
and allow to live in your palace courts.
May we be satisfied with the good things of your house –
your holy palace.
5You answer our prayers by performing awesome acts of deliverance,
O God, our savior.
All the ends of the earth trust in you,
as well as those living across the wide seas.
6You created themountains by your power,
and demonstrated your strength.
7You calm the raging seas
and their roaring waves,
as well as the commotionmade by the nations.
8Even those living in themost remote areas are awestruck by your acts;
you cause those living in the east and west to praise you.
9You visit the earth and give it rain;
youmake it rich and fertile
with overflowing streams full of water.
You provide grain for them,
for you prepare the earth to yield its crops.
10You saturate its furrows,
and soak its plowed ground.
With rain showers you soften its soil,
andmake its crops grow.
11You crown the year with your good blessings,
and you leave abundance in your wake.
12The pastures in the wilderness glisten withmoisture,
and the hills are clothed with joy.
13Themeadows are clothed with sheep,
and the valleys are covered with grain.
They shout joyfully, yes, they sing.

66
For themusic director; a song, a psalm.
1 Shout out praise to God, all the earth!
2 Sing praises about themajesty of his reputation!
Give him the honor he deserves!
3 Say to God:
“How awesome are your deeds!
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Because of your great power your enemies cower in fear before you.
4All the earth worships you
and sings praises to you!
They sing praises to your name!” (Selah)
5Come andwitness God’s exploits!
His acts on behalf of people are awesome!
6He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
Let us rejoice in him there!
7He rules by his power forever;
he watches the nations.
Stubborn rebels should not exalt themselves. (Selah)
8Praise our God, you nations!
Loudly proclaim his praise!
9He preserves our lives
and does not allow our feet to slip.
10For you, O God, tested us;
you purified us like refined silver.
11You led us into a trap;
you caused us to suffer.
12You allowedmen to ride over our heads;
we passed through fire andwater,
but you brought us out into a wide open place.
13 I will enter your temple with burnt sacrifices;
I will fulfill the vows I made to you,
14whichmy lips uttered
andmymouth spoke when I was in trouble.
15 I will offer up to you fattened animals as burnt sacrifices,
along with the smell of sacrificial rams.
I will offer cattle and goats. (Selah)
16Come! Listen, all you who are loyal to God!
I will declare what he has done for me.
17 I cried out to him for help
and praised himwithmy tongue.
18 If I had harbored sin inmy heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19However, God heard;
he listened to my prayer.
20God deserves praise,
for he did not reject my prayer
or abandon his love for me!

67
For the music director; to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a
psalm, a song.
1May God show us his favor and bless us!
May he smile on us! (Selah)
2Then those living on earth will knowwhat you are like;
all nations will know how you deliver your people.
3Let the nations thank you, O God!
Let all the nations thank you!
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4Let foreigners rejoice and celebrate!
For you execute justice among the nations,
and govern the people living on earth. (Selah)
5Let the nations thank you, O God!
Let all the nations thank you!
6The earth yields its crops.
May God, our God, bless us!
7May God bless us!
Then all the ends of the earth will give him the honor he deserves.

68
For themusic director; by David, a psalm, a song.
1God springs into action!
His enemies scatter;
his adversaries run from him.
2As smoke is driven away by the wind, so you drive them away.
As waxmelts before fire,
so the wicked are destroyed before God.
3But the godly are happy;
they rejoice before God
and are overcomewith joy.
4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his name!
Exalt the one who rides on the clouds!
For the LORD|strong="H3050" is his name!
Rejoice before him!
5He is a father to the fatherless
and an advocate for widows.
God rules from his holy palace.
6God settles those who have been deserted in their own homes;
he frees prisoners and grants them prosperity.
But sinful rebels live in the desert.
7O God, when you lead your people into battle,
when youmarch through the desert, (Selah)
8 the earth shakes,
yes, the heavens pour down rain
before God, the God of Sinai,
before God, the God of Israel.
9O God, you cause abundant showers to fall on your chosen people.
When they are tired, you sustain them,
10 for you live among them.
You sustain the oppressed with your good blessings, O God.
11The Lord speaks;
many, many women spread the good news.
12Kings leading armies run away – they run away!
The lovely lady of the house divides up the loot.
13When you lie down among the sheepfolds,
the wings of the dove are covered with silver
and with glittering gold.
14When the sovereign judge scatters kings,
let it snow on Zalmon!
15Themountain of Bashan is a toweringmountain;
the mountain of Bashan is a mountain withmany peaks.
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16Why do you look with envy, Omountains withmany peaks,
at the mountain where God has decided to live?
Indeed the LORD will live there permanently!
17God has countless chariots;
they number in the thousands.
The Lord comes from Sinai in holy splendor.
18You ascend on high,
you have takenmany captives.
You receive tribute frommen,
including even sinful rebels.
Indeed the LORD|strong="H3050" God lives there!
19The Lord deserves praise!
Day after day he carries our burden,
the God who delivers us. (Selah)
20Our God is a God who delivers;
the LORD|strong="H3069", the sovereign Lord, can rescue from death.
21 Indeed God strikes the heads of his enemies,
the hairy foreheads of those who persist in rebellion.
22The Lord says,
“I will retrieve them from Bashan,
I will bring them back from the depths of the sea,
23 so that your feet may stomp in their blood,
and your dogs may eat their portion of the enemies’ corpses.”
24They see your processions, O God –
theprocessionsofmyGod,myking,whomarchesalong inholy splendor.
25 Singers walk in front;
musicians follow playing their stringed instruments,
in themidst of young women playing tambourines.
26 In your large assemblies praise God,
the LORD, in the assemblies of Israel!
27There is little Benjamin, their ruler,
and the princes of Judah in their robes,
along with the princes of Zebulun and the princes of Naphtali.
28God has decreed that you will be powerful.
O God, you who have acted on our behalf, demonstrate your power,
29as you come out of your temple in Jerusalem!
Kings bring tribute to you.
30 Sound your battle cry against the wild beast of the reeds,
and the nations that assemble like a herd of calves led by bulls!
They humble themselves and offer gold and silver as tribute.
God scatters the nations that like to do battle.
31They comewith red cloth from Egypt,
Ethiopia voluntarily offers tribute to God.
32O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God!
Sing praises to the Lord, (Selah)
33 to the one who rides through the sky from ancient times!
Look! He thunders loudly.
34Acknowledge God’s power,
his sovereignty over Israel,
and the power he reveals in the skies!
35You are awe-inspiring, O God, as you emerge from your holy temple!
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It is the God of Israel who gives the people power and strength.
God deserves praise!

69
For themusic director; according to the tune of “Lilies;” by David.
1Deliver me, O God,
for the water has reachedmy neck.
2 I sink into the deepmire
where there is no solid ground;
I am in deep water,
and the current overpowers me.
3 I am exhausted from shouting for help;
my throat is sore;
my eyes grow tired of looking for my God.
4 Those who hate me without cause are more numerous than the hairs

of my head.
Those who want to destroy me, my enemies for no reason, outnumber

me.
Theymakeme repay what I did not steal!
5O God, you are aware of my foolish sins;
my guilt is not hidden from you.
6Let none who rely on you be disgraced because of me,
O sovereign LORD and king!
Let none who seek you be ashamed because of me,
O God of Israel!
7For I suffer humiliation for your sake
and am thoroughly disgraced.
8My own brothers treat me like a stranger;
they act as if I were a foreigner.
9Certainly zeal for your house consumesme;
I endure the insults of those who insult you.
10 I weep and refrain from eating food,
which causes others to insult me.
11 I wear sackcloth
and they ridicule me.
12Those who sit at the city gate gossip about me;
drunkards mockme in their songs.
13O LORD, may you hear my prayer and be favorably disposed to me!
O God, because of your great loyal love,
answermewith your faithful deliverance!
14Rescueme from themud! Don’t let me sink!
Deliver me from those who hate me,
from the deep water!
15Don’t let the current overpowerme!
Don’t let the deep swallowme up!
Don’t let the pit devourme!
16Answerme, O LORD, for your loyal love is good!
Because of your great compassion, turn towardme!
17Do not ignore your servant,
for I am in trouble! Answerme right away!
18Come nearme and redeemme!
Because of my enemies, rescueme!
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19You know how I am insulted, humiliated and disgraced;
you can see all my enemies.
20Their insults are painful andmakeme lose heart;
I look for sympathy, but receive none,
for comforters, but find none.
21They put bitter poison into my food,
and to quenchmy thirst they give me vinegar to drink.
22May their dining table become a trap before them!
May it be a snare for that group of friends!
23May their eyes be blinded!
Make them shake violently!
24Pour out your judgment on them!
May your raging anger overtake them!
25May their camp become desolate,
their tents uninhabited!
26For they harass the one whom you discipline;
they spread the news about the suffering of those whom you punish.
27Hold them accountable for all their sins!
Do not vindicate them!
28May their names be deleted from the scroll of the living!
Do not let their names be listed with the godly!
29 I am oppressed and suffering!
O God, deliver and protect me!
30 I will sing praises to God’s name!
I will magnify him as I give him thanks!
31That will please the LORDmore than an ox or a bull
with horns and hooves.
32The oppressed look on – let them rejoice!
You who seek God, may you be encouraged!
33For the LORD listens to the needy;
he does not despise his captive people.
34Let the heavens and the earth praise him,
along with the seas and everything that swims in them!
35For Godwill deliver Zion
and rebuild the cities of Judah,
and his people will again live in them and possess Zion.
36The descendants of his servants will inherit it,
and those who are loyal to himwill live in it.

70
For themusic director; by David; written to get God’s attention.
1O God, please be willing to rescueme!
O LORD, hurry and helpme!
2May those who are trying to takemy life
be embarrassed and ashamed!
May those whowant to harmme
be turned back and ashamed!
3May those who say, “Aha! Aha!”
be driven back and disgraced!
4May all those who seek you be happy and rejoice in you!
May those who love to experience your deliverance say continually,
“May God be praised!”
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5 I am oppressed and needy!
O God, hurry to me!
You aremy helper andmy deliverer!
O LORD, do not delay!

71
1 In you, O LORD, I have taken shelter!
Never let me be humiliated!
2Vindicate me by rescuingme!
Listen to me! Deliver me!
3Bemy protector and refuge,
a stronghold where I can be safe!
For you aremy high ridge andmy stronghold.
4My God, rescueme from the power of the wicked,
from the hand of the cruel oppressor!
5For you give me confidence, O Lord;
O LORD, I have trusted in you since I was young.
6 I have leaned on you since birth;
you pulledme frommymother’s womb.
I praise you continually.
7Many are appalled when they seeme,
but you aremy secure shelter.
8 I praise you constantly
and speak of your splendor all day long.
9Do not reject me inmy old age!
Whenmy strength fails, do not abandonme!
10Formy enemies talk about me;
those waiting for a chance to kill me plot my demise.
11They say, “God has abandoned him.
Run and seize him, for there is no one whowill rescue him!”
12O God, do not remain far away fromme!
My God, hurry and helpme!
13Maymy accusers be humiliated and defeated!
May those whowant to harmme be covered with scorn and disgrace!
14As for me, I will wait continually,
and will continue to praise you.
15 I will tell about your justice,
and all day long proclaim your salvation,
though I cannot fathom its full extent.
16 I will come and tell about themighty acts of the sovereign LORD.
I will proclaim your justice – yours alone.
17O God, you have taught me since I was young,
and I am still declaring your amazing deeds.
18Evenwhen I am old and gray,
O God, do not abandonme,
until I tell the next generation about your strength,
and those coming after me about your power.
19Your justice, O God, extends to the skies above;
you have done great things.
O God, who can compare to you?
20Thoughyouhaveallowedme toexperiencemuch troubleanddistress,
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revive me once again!
Bringme up once again from the depths of the earth!
21Raise me to a position of great honor!
Turn and comfort me!
22 I will express my thanks to you with a stringed instrument,
praising your faithfulness, Omy God!
I will sing praises to you accompanied by a harp,
O Holy One of Israel!
23My lips will shout for joy! Yes, I will sing your praises!
I will praise you when you rescueme!
24All day longmy tongue will also tell about your justice,
for those whowant to harmmewill be embarrassed and ashamed.

72
For Solomon.
1O God, grant the king the ability to make just decisions!
Grant the king’s son the ability to make fair decisions!
2Then he will judge your people fairly,
and your oppressed ones equitably.
3Themountains will bring news of peace to the people,
and the hills will announce justice.
4Hewill defend the oppressed among the people;
he will deliver the children of the poor
and crush the oppressor.
5People will fear you as long as the sun andmoon remain in the sky,
for generation after generation.
6Hewill descend like rain on themown grass,
like showers that drench the earth.
7During his days the godly will flourish;
peace will prevail as long as themoon remains in the sky.
8May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth!
9Before him the coastlands will bow down,
and his enemies will lick the dust.
10The kings of Tarshish and the coastlands will offer gifts;
the kings of Sheba and Seba will bring tribute.
11All kings will bow down to him;
all nations will serve him.
12For he will rescue the needy when they cry out for help,
and the oppressed who have no defender.
13Hewill take pity on the poor and needy;
the lives of the needy he will save.
14From harm and violence he will defend them;
he will value their lives.
15May he live! May they offer him gold from Sheba!
May they continually pray for him!
May they pronounce blessings on him all day long!
16May there be an abundance of grain in the earth;
on the tops of themountains may it sway!
May its fruit trees flourish like the forests of Lebanon!
May its crops be as abundant as the grass of the earth!
17May his fame endure!
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May his dynasty last as long as the sun remains in the sky!
May they use his namewhen they formulate their blessings!
May all nations consider him to be favored by God!
18The LORD God, the God of Israel, deserves praise!
He alone accomplishes amazing things!
19His glorious name deserves praise forevermore!
May his majestic splendor fill the whole earth!
We agree! We agree!
20This collection of the prayers of David son of Jesse ends here.

73
A psalm by Asaph.
1Certainly God is good to Israel,
and to those whosemotives are pure!
2But as for me, my feet almost slipped;
my feet almost slid out from underme.
3For I envied those who are proud,
as I observed the prosperity of the wicked.
4For they suffer no pain;
their bodies are strong andwell-fed.
5They are immune to the trouble common tomen;
they do not suffer as other men do.
6Arrogance is their necklace,
and violence their clothing.
7Their prosperity causes them to do wrong;
their thoughts are sinful.
8Theymock and say evil things;
they proudly threaten violence.
9They speak as if they rule in heaven,
and lay claim to the earth.
10Therefore they havemore than enough food to eat,
and even suck up the water of the sea.
11They say, “How does God knowwhat we do?
Is the sovereign one aware of what goes on?”
12Take a good look! This is what the wicked are like,
those who always have it so easy and get richer and richer.
13 I concluded, “Surely in vain I have kept mymotives pure
andmaintained a pure lifestyle.
14 I suffer all day long,
and am punished everymorning.”
15 If I had publicized these thoughts,
I would have betrayed your loyal followers.
16When I tried to make sense of this,
it was troubling to me.
17Then I entered the precincts of God’s temple,
and understood the destiny of the wicked.
18 Surely you put them in slippery places;
you bring them down to ruin.
19How desolate they become in ameremoment!
Terrifying judgments make their demise complete!
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20They are like a dream after one wakes up.
O Lord, when you awake you will despise them.
21Yes, my spirit was bitter,
andmy insides felt sharp pain.
22 I was ignorant and lacked insight;
I was as senseless as an animal before you.
23But I am continually with you;
you holdmy right hand.
24You guideme by your wise advice,
and then youwill leadme to a position of honor.
25Whom do I have in heaven but you?
I desire no one but you on earth.
26My flesh andmy heart may growweak,
but God always protects my heart and gives me stability.
27Yes, look! Those far from you die;
you destroy everyone who is unfaithful to you.
28But as for me, God’s presence is all I need.
I havemade the sovereign LORDmy shelter,
as I declare all the things you have done.

74
Awell-written song by Asaph.
1Why, O God, have you permanently rejected us?
Why does your anger burn against the sheep of your pasture?
2Remember your people whom you acquired in ancient times,
whom you rescued so they could be your very own nation,
as well as Mount Zion, where you dwell!
3Hurry and look at the permanent ruins,
and all the damage the enemy has done to the temple!
4Your enemies roar in themiddle of your sanctuary;
they set up their battle flags.
5They invade like lumberjacks
swinging their axes in a thick forest.
6And now they are tearing down all its engravings
with axes and crowbars.
7They set your sanctuary on fire;
they desecrate your dwelling place by knocking it to the ground.
8They say to themselves,
“Wewill oppress all of them.”
They burn down all the places where people worship God in the land.
9We do not see any signs of God’s presence;
there are no longer any prophets
and we have no one to tell us how long this will last.
10How long, O God, will the adversary hurl insults?
Will the enemy blaspheme your name forever?
11Why do you remain inactive?
Intervene and destroy him!
12But God has beenmy king from ancient times,
performing acts of deliverance on the earth.
13You destroyed the sea by your strength;
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you shattered the heads of the seamonster in the water.
14You crushed the heads of Leviathan;
you fed him to the people who live along the coast.
15You broke open the spring and the stream;
you dried up perpetually flowing rivers.
16You established the cycle of day and night;
you put themoon and sun in place.
17You set up all the boundaries of the earth;
you created the cycle of summer andwinter.
18Remember how the enemy hurls insults, O LORD,
and how a foolish nation blasphemes your name!
19Do not hand the life of your dove over to a wild animal!
Do not continue to disregard the lives of your oppressed people!
20Remember your covenant promises,
for the dark regions of the earth are full of places where violence rules.
21Do not let the afflicted be turned back in shame!
Let the oppressed and poor praise your name!
22Rise up, O God! Defend your honor!
Remember how fools insult you all day long!
23Do not disregard what your enemies say,
or the unceasing shouts of those who defy you.

75
For the music director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a psalm of
Asaph; a song.
1We give thanks to you, O God! We give thanks!
You reveal your presence;
people tell about your amazing deeds.
2God says,
“At the appointed times,
I judge fairly.
3When the earth and all its inhabitants dissolve in fear,
I make its pillars secure.” (Selah) 4
I say to the proud, “Do not be proud,”
and to the wicked, “Do not be so confident of victory!
5Do not be so certain you have won!
Do not speak with your head held so high!
6For victory does not come from the east or west,
or from the wilderness.
7For God is the judge!
He brings one down and exalts another.
8For the LORD holds in his hand a cup full
of foaming winemixed with spices,
and pours it out.
Surely all the wicked of the earth
will slurp it up and drink it to its very last drop.”
9As for me, I will continually tell what you have done;
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob!
10God says,
“I will bring down all the power of the wicked;
the godly will be victorious.”
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76
For the music director; to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a
psalm of Asaph, a song.
1God has revealed himself in Judah;
in Israel his reputation is great.
2He lives in Salem;
he dwells in Zion.
3There he shattered the arrows,
the shield, the sword, and the rest of the weapons of war. (Selah)
4You shine brightly and reveal yourmajesty,
as you descend from the hills where you killed your prey.
5The bravehearted were plundered;
they “fell asleep.”
All the warriors were helpless.
6At the sound of your battle cry, O God of Jacob,
both rider and horse “fell asleep.”
7You are awesome! Yes, you!
Who can withstand your intense anger?
8From heaven you announced what their punishment would be.
The earth was afraid and silent
9when God arose to execute judgment,
and to deliver all the oppressed of the earth. (Selah)
10Certainly your angry judgment uponmenwill bring you praise;
you reveal your anger in full measure.
11Make vows to the LORD your God and repay them!
Let all those who surround him bring tribute to the awesome one!
12He humbles princes;
the kings of the earth regard him as awesome.

77
For themusic director, Jeduthun; a psalm of Asaph.
1 I will cry out to God and call for help!
I will cry out to God and he will pay attention to me.
2 In my time of trouble I sought the Lord.
I kept my hand raised in prayer throughout the night.
I refused to be comforted.
3 I said, “I will remember Godwhile I groan;
I will think about himwhile my strength leaves me.” (Selah)
4You heldmy eyelids open;
I was troubled and could not speak.
5 I thought about the days of old,
about ancient times.
6 I said, “During the night I will remember the song I once sang;
I will think very carefully.”
I tried to make sense of what was happening.
7 I asked, “Will the Lord reject me forever?
Will he never again showme his favor?
8Has his loyal love disappeared forever?
Has his promise failed forever?
9Has God forgotten to bemerciful?
Has his anger stifled his compassion?”
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10Then I said, “I am sickened by the thought
that the sovereign Onemight become inactive.
11 I will remember the works of the LORD|strong="H3050".
Yes, I will remember the amazing things you did long ago!
12 I will think about all you have done;
I will reflect upon your deeds!” 13

O God, your deeds are extraordinary!
What god can compare to our great God?
14You are the Godwho does amazing things;
you have revealed your strength among the nations.
15You delivered your people by your strength –
the children of Jacob and Joseph. (Selah)
16The waters saw you, O God,
the waters saw you and trembled.
Yes, the depths of the sea shook with fear.
17The clouds poured down rain;
the skies thundered.
Yes, your arrows flashed about.
18Your thunderous voice was heard in the wind;
the lightning bolts lit up the world;
the earth trembled and shook.
19Youwalked through the sea;
you passed through the surging waters,
but left no footprints.
20You led your people like a flock of sheep,
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
Awell-written song by Asaph.
1Pay attention, my people, to my instruction!
Listen to the words I speak!
2 I will sing a song that imparts wisdom;
I will make insightful observations about the past.
3What we have heard and learned –
that which our ancestors have told us –
4wewill not hide from their descendants.
Wewill tell the next generation
about the LORD’s praiseworthy acts,
about his strength and the amazing things he has done.
5He established a rule in Jacob;
he set up a law in Israel.
He commanded our ancestors
to make his deeds known to their descendants,
6 so that the next generation, children yet to be born,
might know about them.
They will grow up and tell their descendants about them.
7Then they will place their confidence in God.
They will not forget the works of God,
and they will obey his commands.
8Then they will not be like their ancestors,
who were a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation that was not committed
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and faithful to God.
9The Ephraimites were armedwith bows,
but they retreated in the day of battle.
10They did not keep their covenant with God,
and they refused to obey his law.
11They forgot what he had done,
the amazing things he had shown them.
12He did amazing things in the sight of their ancestors,
in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan.
13He divided the sea and led them across it;
he made the water stand in a heap.
14He led themwith a cloud by day,
and with the light of a fire all night long.
15He broke open rocks in the wilderness,
and gave them enoughwater to fill the depths of the sea.
16He caused streams to flow from the rock,
andmade the water flow like rivers.
17Yet they continued to sin against him,
and rebelled against the sovereign One in the desert.
18They willfully challenged God
by asking for food to satisfy their appetite.
19They insulted God, saying,
“Is God really able to give us food in the wilderness?
20Yes, he struck a rock andwater flowed out,
streams gushed forth.
But can he also give us food?
Will he providemeat for his people?”
21When the LORD heard this, he was furious.
A fire broke out against Jacob,
and his anger flared up against Israel,
22because they did not have faith in God,
and did not trust his ability to deliver them.
23He gave a command to the clouds above,
and opened the doors in the sky.
24He rained downmanna for them to eat;
he gave them the grain of heaven.
25Man ate the food of themighty ones.
He sent themmore than enough to eat.
26He brought the east wind through the sky,
and by his strength led forth the south wind.
27He rained downmeat on them like dust,
birds as numerous as the sand on the seashores.
28He caused them to fall right in themiddle of their camp,
all around their homes.
29They ate until they were stuffed;
he gave themwhat they desired.
30They were not yet filled up,
their food was still in their mouths,
31when the anger of God flared up against them.
He killed some of the strongest of them;
he brought the youngmen of Israel to their knees.
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32Despite all this, they continued to sin,
and did not trust him to do amazing things.
33 So he caused them to die unsatisfied
and filled with terror.
34When he struck them down, they sought his favor;
they turned back and longed for God.
35They remembered that God was their protector,
and that the sovereign Godwas their deliverer.
36But they deceived himwith their words,
and lied to him.
37They were not really committed to him,
and they were unfaithful to his covenant.
38Yet he is compassionate.
He forgives sin and does not destroy.
He often holds back his anger,
and does not stir up his fury.
39He remembered that they weremade of flesh,
and were like a wind that blows past and does not return.
40How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness,
and insulted him in the desert!
41They again challenged God,
and offended the Holy One of Israel.
42They did not remember what he had done,
how he delivered them from the enemy,
43when he performed his awesome deeds in Egypt,
and his acts of judgment in the region of Zoan.
44He turned their rivers into blood,
and they could not drink from their streams.
45He sent swarms of biting insects against them,
as well as frogs that overran their land.
46He gave their crops to the grasshopper,
the fruit of their labor to the locust.
47He destroyed their vines with hail,
and their sycamore-fig trees with driving rain.
48He rained hail down on their cattle,
and hurled lightning bolts down on their livestock.
49His raging anger lashed out against them,
He sent fury, rage, and trouble
as messengers who bring disaster.
50He sent his anger in full force;
he did not spare them from death;
he handed their lives over to destruction.
51He struck down all the firstborn in Egypt,
the firstfruits of their reproductive power in the tents of Ham.
52Yet he brought out his people like sheep;
he led them through the wilderness like a flock.
53He guided them safely along,
while the sea covered their enemies.
54He brought them to the border of his holy land,
to this mountainous land which his right hand acquired.
55He drove the nations out from before them;
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he assigned them their tribal allotments
and allowed the tribes of Israel to settle down.
56Yet they challenged and defied the sovereign God,
and did not obey his commands.
57They were unfaithful and acted as treacherously as their ancestors;
they were as unreliable as amalfunctioning bow.
58Theymade him angry with their pagan shrines,
andmade him jealous with their idols.
59God heard andwas angry;
he completely rejected Israel.
60He abandoned the sanctuary at Shiloh,
the tent where he lived amongmen.
61He allowed the symbol of his strong presence to be captured;
he gave the symbol of his splendor into the hand of the enemy.
62He delivered his people over to the sword,
and was angry with his chosen nation.
63Fire consumed their youngmen,
and their virgins remained unmarried.
64Their priests fell by the sword,
but their widows did not weep.
65But then the Lord awoke from his sleep;
he was like a warrior in a drunken rage.
66He drove his enemies back;
hemade them a permanent target for insults.
67He rejected the tent of Joseph;
he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim.
68He chose the tribe of Judah,
andMount Zion, which he loves.
69Hemade his sanctuary as enduring as the heavens above;
as secure as the earth, which he established permanently.
70He chose David, his servant,
and took him from the sheepfolds.
71He took him away from following themother sheep,
andmade him the shepherd of Jacob, his people,
and of Israel, his chosen nation.
72David cared for themwith puremotives;
he led themwith skill.

79
A psalm of Asaph.
1O God, foreigners have invaded your chosen land;
they have polluted your holy temple
and turned Jerusalem into a heap of ruins.
2They have given the corpses of your servants
to the birds of the sky;
the flesh of your loyal followers
to the beasts of the earth.
3They havemade their blood flow like water
all around Jerusalem, and there is no one to bury them.
4We have become an object of disdain to our neighbors;
those who live on our borders taunt and insult us.
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5How long will this go on, O LORD?
Will you stay angry forever?
How long will your rage burn like fire?
6Pour out your anger on the nations that do not acknowledge you,
on the kingdoms that do not pray to you!
7For they have devoured Jacob
and destroyed his home.
8Do not hold us accountable for the sins of earlier generations!
Quickly send your compassion our way,
for we are in serious trouble!
9Help us, O God, our deliverer!
For the sake of your glorious reputation, rescue us!
Forgive our sins for the sake of your reputation!
10Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Before our very eyes may the shed blood of your servants
be avenged among the nations!
11Listen to the painful cries of the prisoners!
Use your great strength to set free those condemned to die!
12Pay back our neighbors in full!
May they be insulted the sameway they insulted you, O Lord!
13Thenwe, your people, the sheep of your pasture,
will continually thank you.
Wewill tell coming generations of your praiseworthy acts.

80
For the music director; according to the shushan-eduth style; a psalm of
Asaph.
1O shepherd of Israel, pay attention,
you who lead Joseph like a flock of sheep!
You who sit enthroned above the winged angels, reveal your splendor!
2 In the sight of Ephraim, Benjamin, andManasseh reveal your power!
Come and deliver us!
3O God, restore us!
Smile on us! Then wewill be delivered!
4O LORD God, invincible warrior!
How long will you remain angry at your people while they pray to you?
5You have given them tears as food;
you havemade them drink tears by themeasure.
6You havemade our neighbors dislike us,
and our enemies insult us.
7O God, invincible warrior, restore us!
Smile on us! Then wewill be delivered!
8You uprooted a vine from Egypt;
you drove out nations and transplanted it.
9You cleared the ground for it;
it took root,
and filled the land.
10Themountains were covered by its shadow,
the highest cedars by its branches.
11 Its branches reached theMediterranean Sea,
and its shoots the Euphrates River.
12Why did you break down its walls,
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so that all who pass by pluck its fruit?
13The wild boars of the forest ruin it;
the insects of the field feed on it.
14O God, invincible warrior, come back!
Look down from heaven and take notice!
Take care of this vine,
15 the root your right hand planted,
the shoot youmade to grow!
16 It is burned and cut down.
They die because you are displeased with them.
17May you give support to the one you have chosen,
to the one whom you raised up for yourself!
18Thenwewill not turn away from you.
Revive us and wewill pray to you!
19O LORD God, invincible warrior, restore us!
Smile on us! Then wewill be delivered!

81
For themusic director; according to the gittith style; by Asaph.
1 Shout for joy to God, our source of strength!
Shout out to the God of Jacob!
2 Sing a song and play the tambourine,
the pleasant sounding harp, and the ten-stringed instrument!
3 Sound the ram’s horn on the day of the newmoon,
and on the day of the full moonwhen our festival begins.
4For observing the festival is a requirement for Israel;
it is an ordinance given by the God of Jacob.
5He decreed it as a regulation in Joseph,
when he attacked the land of Egypt.
I heard a voice I did not recognize.
6 It said: “I removed the burden from his shoulder;
his hands were released from holding the basket.
7 In your distress you called out and I rescued you.
I answered you from a dark thundercloud.
I tested you at the waters of Meribah. (Selah)
8 I said, ‘Listen, my people!
I will warn you!
O Israel, if only you would obeyme!
9Theremust be no other god among you.
Youmust not worship a foreign god.
10 I am the LORD, your God,
the one who brought you out of the land of Egypt.
Open yourmouth wide and I will fill it!’
11But my people did not obeyme;
Israel did not submit to me.
12 I gave them over to their stubborn desires;
they did what seemed right to them.
13 If only my people would obeyme!
If only Israel would keepmy commands!
14Then I would quickly subdue their enemies,
and attack their adversaries.”
15 (May those who hate the LORD cower in fear before him!
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May they be permanently humiliated!)
16 “I would feed Israel the best wheat,
and would satisfy your appetite with honey from the rocky cliffs.”

82
A psalm of Asaph.
1God stands in the assembly of El;
in themidst of the gods he renders judgment.
2He says, “How long will youmake unjust legal decisions
and show favoritism to the wicked? (Selah)
3Defend the cause of the poor and the fatherless!
Vindicate the oppressed and suffering!
4Rescue the poor and needy!
Deliver them from the power of the wicked!
5They neither know nor understand.
They stumble around in the dark,
while all the foundations of the earth crumble.
6 I thought, ‘You are gods;
all of you are sons of the Most High.’
7Yet you will die like mortals;
you will fall like all the other rulers.”
8Rise up, O God, and execute judgment on the earth!
For you own all the nations.

83
A song, a psalm of Asaph.
1O God, do not be silent!
Do not ignore us! Do not be inactive, O God!
2For look, your enemies are making a commotion;
those who hate you are hostile.
3They carefully plot against your people,
andmake plans to harm the ones you cherish.
4They say, “Comeon, let’s annihilate themso they areno longer anation!
Then the name of Israel will be remembered nomore.”
5Yes, they devise a unified strategy;
they form an alliance against you.
6 It includes the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites,
Moab and the Hagrites,
7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek,
Philistia and the inhabitants of Tyre.
8Even Assyria has allied with them,
lending its strength to the descendants of Lot. (Selah)
9Do to them as you did to Midian –
as you did to Sisera and Jabin at the Kishon River!
10They were destroyed at Endor;
their corpses were like manure on the ground.
11Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
and all their rulers like Zebah and Zalmunna,
12who said, “Let’s take over the pastures of God!”
13Omy God, make them like dead thistles,
like dead weeds blown away by the wind!
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14Like the fire that burns down the forest,
or the flames that consume themountainsides,
15 chase themwith your gale winds,
and terrify themwith your windstorm.
16Cover their faces with shame,
so theymight seek you, O LORD.
17May they be humiliated and continually terrified!
May they die in shame!
18Then they will know that you alone are the LORD,
the sovereign king over all the earth.

84
For the music director; according to the gittith style; written by the
Korahites, a psalm.
1How lovely is the place where you live,
O LORD who rules over all!
2 I desperately want to be
in the courts of the LORD’s temple.
My heart andmy entire being shout for joy
to the living God.
3Even the birds find a home there,
and the swallow builds a nest,
where she can protect her young
near your altars, O LORD who rules over all,
my king andmy God.
4How blessed are those who live in your temple
and praise you continually! (Selah)
5How blessed are those who find their strength in you,
and long to travel the roads that lead to your temple!
6As they pass through the Baca Valley,
he provides a spring for them.
The rain even covers it with pools of water.
7They are sustained as they travel along;
each one appears before God in Zion.
8O LORD, sovereign God,
hear my prayer!
Listen, O God of Jacob! (Selah)
9O God, take notice of our shield!
Show concern for your chosen king!
10Certainly spending just one day in your temple courts is better
than spending a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather stand at the entrance to the temple of my God
than live in the tents of the wicked.
11For the LORD God is our sovereign protector.
The LORD bestows favor and honor;
he withholds no good thing from those who have integrity.
12O LORDwho rules over all,
how blessed are those who trust in you!

85
For themusic director; written by the Korahites, a psalm.
1O LORD, you showed favor to your land;
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you restored the well-being of Jacob.
2You pardoned the wrongdoing of your people;
you forgave all their sin. (Selah)
3Youwithdrew all your fury;
you turned back from your raging anger.
4Restore us, O God our deliverer!
Do not be displeased with us!
5Will you staymad at us forever?
Will you remain angry throughout future generations?
6Will you not revive us oncemore?
Then your people will rejoice in you!
7O LORD, show us your loyal love!
Bestow on us your deliverance!
8 I will listen to what God the LORD says.
For he will make peace with his people, his faithful followers.
Yet theymust not return to their foolish ways.
9Certainly his loyal followers will soon experience his deliverance;
then his splendor will again appear in our land.
10Loyal love and faithfulness meet;
deliverance and peace greet each other with a kiss.
11Faithfulness grows from the ground,
and deliverance looks down from the sky.
12Yes, the LORD will bestow his good blessings,
and our land will yield its crops.
13Deliverance goes before him,
and prepares a pathway for him.

86
A prayer of David.
1Listen O LORD! Answerme!
For I am oppressed and needy.
2Protect me, for I am loyal!
Omy God, deliver your servant, who trusts in you!
3Havemercy onme, O Lord,
for I cry out to you all day long!
4Make your servant glad,
for to you, O Lord, I pray!
5Certainly O Lord, you are kind and forgiving,
and show great faithfulness to all who cry out to you.
6O LORD, hear my prayer!
Pay attention to my plea for mercy!
7 In my time of trouble I cry out to you,
for you will answerme.
8None can compare to you among the gods, O Lord!
Your exploits are incomparable!
9All the nations, whom you created,
will come andworship you, O Lord.
They will honor your name.
10For you are great and do amazing things.
You alone are God.
11O LORD, teachme how youwant me to live!
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Then I will obey your commands.
Makemewholeheartedly committed to you!
12O Lord, my God, I will give you thanks withmywhole heart!
I will honor your name continually!
13For you will extend your great loyal love to me,
and will deliver my life from the depths of Sheol.
14O God, arrogant men attackme;
a gang of ruthless men, who do not respect you, seekmy life.
15But you, O Lord, are a compassionate andmerciful God.
You are patient and demonstrate great loyal love and faithfulness.
16Turn towardme and havemercy onme!
Give your servant your strength!
Deliver your slave!
17 Showme evidence of your favor!
Then those who hate mewill see it and be ashamed,
for you, O LORD, will help me and comfort me.

87
Written by the Korahites; a psalm, a song.
1The LORD’s city|strong="H3248" is in the holy hills.
2The LORD loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.
3People say wonderful things about you,
O city of God. (Selah)
4 I mention Rahab and Babylon to my followers.
Here are Philistia and Tyre, along with Ethiopia.
It is said of them, “This one was born there.”
5But it is said of Zion’s residents,
“Each one of these was born in her,
and the sovereign Onemakes her secure.”
6The LORD writes in the census book of the nations,
“This one was born there.” (Selah)
7As for the singers, as well as the pipers –
all of them sing within your walls.

88
A song, a psalmwritten by the Korahites; for themusic director; accord-
ing to the machalath-leannoth style; a well-written song by Heman the
Ezrachite.
1O LORD Godwho delivers me!
By day I cry out
and at night I pray before you.
2Listen to my prayer!
Pay attention to my cry for help!
3Formy life is filled with troubles
and I am ready to enter Sheol.
4They treat me like those who descend into the grave.
I am like a helpless man,
5adrift among the dead,
like corpses lying in the grave,
whom you remember nomore,
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andwho are cut off from your power.
6You place me in the lowest regions of the pit,
in the dark places, in the watery depths.
7Your anger bears down onme,
and you overwhelmmewith all your waves. (Selah)
8You cause those who knowme to keep their distance;
youmakeme an appalling sight to them.
I am trapped and cannot get free.
9My eyes growweak because of oppression.
I call out to you, O LORD, all day long;
I spread out my hands in prayer to you.
10Do you accomplish amazing things for the dead?
Do the departed spirits rise up and give you thanks? (Selah)
11 Is your loyal love proclaimed in the grave,
or your faithfulness in the place of the dead?
12Are your amazing deeds experienced in the dark region,
or your deliverance in the land of oblivion?
13As for me, I cry out to you, O LORD;
in themorningmy prayer confronts you.
14O LORD, why do you reject me,
and pay no attention to me?
15 I am oppressed and have been on the verge of death since my youth.
I have been subjected to your horrors and am numbwith pain.
16Your anger overwhelmsme;
your terrors destroyme.
17They surroundme like water all day long;
they join forces and encircle me.
18You causemy friends and neighbors to keep their distance;
those who knowme leaveme alone in the darkness.

89
Awell-written song by Ethan the Ezrachite.
1 I will sing continually about the LORD’s faithful deeds;
to future generations I will proclaim your faithfulness.
2For I say, “Loyal love is permanently established;
in the skies you set up your faithfulness.”
3The LORD said, |strong="H3772"
“I havemade a covenant withmy chosen one;
I havemade a promise on oath to David, my servant:
4 ‘I will give you an eternal dynasty
and establish your throne throughout future generations.’ ” (Selah)
5O LORD, the heavens praise your amazing deeds,
as well as your faithfulness in the angelic assembly.
6For who in the skies can compare to the LORD?
Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings,
7a Godwho is honored in the great angelic assembly,
andmore awesome than all who surround him?
8O LORD, sovereign God!
Who is strong like you, O LORD|strong="H3050"?
Your faithfulness surrounds you.
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9You rule over the proud sea.
When its waves surge, you calm them.
10You crushed the Proud One and killed it;
with your strong arm you scattered your enemies.
11The heavens belong to you, as does the earth.
Youmade the world and all it contains.
12You created the north and the south.
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your name.
13Your arm is powerful,
your hand strong,
your right hand victorious.
14Equity and justice are the foundation of your throne.
Loyal love and faithfulness characterize your rule.
15How blessed are the people whoworship you!
O LORD, they experience your favor.
16They rejoice in your name all day long,
and are vindicated by your justice.
17For you give them splendor and strength.
By your favor we are victorious.
18For our shield belongs to the LORD,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
19Then you spoke through a vision to your faithful followers and said:
“I have energized a warrior;
I have raised up a youngman from the people.
20 I have discovered David, my servant.
Withmy holy oil I have anointed him as king.
21My handwill support him,
andmy armwill strengthen him.
22No enemywill be able to exact tribute from him;
a violent oppressor will not be able to humiliate him.
23 I will crush his enemies before him;
I will strike down those who hate him.
24Hewill experiencemy faithfulness and loyal love,
and bymy name he will win victories.
25 I will place his hand over the sea,
his right hand over the rivers.
26Hewill call out to me,
‘You aremy father, my God, and the protector who delivers me.’
27 I will appoint him to bemy firstborn son,
the most exalted of the earth’s kings.
28 I will always extendmy loyal love to him,
andmy covenant with him is secure.
29 I will give him an eternal dynasty,
andmake his throne as enduring as the skies above.
30 If his sons reject my law
and disobeymy regulations,
31 if they breakmy rules
and do not keepmy commandments,
32 I will punish their rebellion by beating themwith a club,
their sin by inflicting themwith bruises.
33But I will not removemy loyal love from him,
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nor be unfaithful to my promise.
34 I will not breakmy covenant
or go back onwhat I promised.
35Once and for all I have vowed bymy own holiness,
I will never deceive David.
36His dynasty will last forever.
His throne will endure before me, like the sun,
37 it will remain stable, like themoon,
his throne will endure like the skies.” (Selah)
38But you have spurned and rejected him;
you are angry with your chosen king.
39You have repudiated your covenant with your servant;
you have thrown his crown to the ground.
40You have broken down all his walls;
you havemade his strongholds a heap of ruins.
41All who pass by have robbed him;
he has become an object of disdain to his neighbors.
42You have allowed his adversaries to be victorious,
and all his enemies to rejoice.
43You turn back his sword from the adversary,
and have not sustained him in battle.
44You have brought to an end his splendor,
and have knocked his throne to the ground.
45You have cut short his youth,
and have covered himwith shame. (Selah)
46How long, O LORD, will this last?
Will you remain hidden forever?
Will your anger continue to burn like fire?
47Take note of my brief lifespan!
Why do youmake all people somortal?
48Noman can live on without experiencing death,
or deliver his life from the power of Sheol. (Selah)
49Where are your earlier faithful deeds, O Lord,
the ones performed in accordance with your reliable oath to David?
50Take note, O Lord, of the way your servants are taunted,
and of how Imust bear somany insults from people!
51Your enemies, O LORD, hurl insults;
they insult your chosen king as they dog his footsteps. 52
The LORD deserves praise forevermore!
We agree! We agree!

90
A prayer of Moses, the man of God.
1O Lord, you have been our protector through all generations!
2Even before themountains came into existence,
or you brought the world into being,
you were the eternal God.
3Youmakemankind return to the dust,
and say, “Return, O people!”
4Yes, in your eyes a thousand years
are like yesterday that quickly passes,
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or like one of the divisions of the nighttime.
5You bring their lives to an end and they “fall asleep.”
In themorning they are like the grass that sprouts up;
6 in themorning it glistens and sprouts up;
at evening time it withers and dries up.
7Yes, we are consumed by your anger;
we are terrified by your wrath.
8You are aware of our sins;
you even know about our hidden sins.
9Yes, throughout all our days we experience your raging fury;
the years of our lives pass quickly, like a sigh.
10The days of our lives add up to seventy years,
or eighty, if one is especially strong.
But even one’s best years are marred by trouble and oppression.
Yes, they pass quickly and we fly away.
11Who can really fathom the intensity of your anger?
Your raging fury causes people to fear you.
12 So teach us to consider ourmortality,
so that wemight live wisely.
13Turn back toward us, O LORD!
How longmust this suffering last?
Have pity on your servants!
14 Satisfy us in themorning with your loyal love!
Then wewill shout for joy and be happy all our days!
15Make us happy in proportion to the days you have afflicted us,
in proportion to the years we have experienced trouble!
16May your servants see your work!
May their sons see yourmajesty!
17May our sovereign God extend his favor to us!
Make our endeavors successful!
Yes, make them successful!

91
1As for you, the one who lives in the shelter of the sovereign One,
and resides in the protective shadow of themighty king –
2 I say this about the LORD, my shelter andmy stronghold,
my God in whom I trust –
3he will certainly rescue you from the snare of the hunter
and from the destructive plague.
4Hewill shelter you with his wings;
you will find safety under his wings.
His faithfulness is like a shield or a protective wall.
5You need not fear the terrors of the night,
the arrow that flies by day,
6 the plague that comes in the darkness,
or the disease that comes at noon.
7Though a thousandmay fall beside you,
and amultitude on your right side,
it will not reach you.
8Certainly you will see it with your very own eyes –
you will see the wicked paid back.
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9For you have taken refuge in the LORD,
my shelter, the sovereign One.
10No harmwill overtake you;
no illness will come near your home.
11For he will order his angels
to protect you in all you do.
12They will lift you up in their hands,
so you will not slip and fall on a stone.
13Youwill subdue a lion and a snake;
you will trample underfoot a young lion and a serpent.
14The LORD says, |strong="H3588"
“Because he is devoted to me, I will deliver him;
I will protect him because he is loyal to me.
15When he calls out to me, I will answer him.
I will be with himwhen he is in trouble;
I will rescue him and bring him honor.
16 I will satisfy himwith long life,
and will let him seemy salvation.

92
A psalm; a song for the Sabbath day.
1 It is fitting to thank the LORD,
and to sing praises to your name, O sovereign One!
2 It is fitting to proclaim your loyal love in themorning,
and your faithfulness during the night,
3 to the accompaniment of a ten-stringed instrument and a lyre,
to the accompaniment of themeditative tone of the harp.
4For you, O LORD, havemademe happy by your work.
I will sing for joy because of what you have done.
5How great are your works, O LORD!
Your plans are very intricate!
6The spiritually insensitive do not recognize this;
the fool does not understand this.
7When the wicked sprout up like grass,
and all the evildoers glisten,
it is so that theymay be annihilated.
8But you, O LORD, reign forever!
9 Indeed, look at your enemies, O LORD!
Indeed, look at how your enemies perish!
All the evildoers are scattered!
10You exalt my horn like that of a wild ox.
I am covered with fresh oil.
11 I gloat in triumph over those who tried to ambushme;
I hear the defeated cries of the evil foes who attackedme.
12The godly grow like a palm tree;
they grow high like a cedar in Lebanon.
13Planted in the LORD’s house,
they grow in the courts of our God.
14They bear fruit even when they are old;
they are filled with vitality and havemany leaves.
15 So they proclaim that the LORD, my protector,
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is just and never unfair.

93
1The LORD reigns!
He is robed inmajesty,
the LORD is robed,
he wears strength around his waist.
Indeed, the world is established, it cannot bemoved.
2Your throne has been secure from ancient times;
you have always been king.
3The waves roar, O LORD,
the waves roar,
the waves roar and crash.
4Above the sound of the surging water,
and themighty waves of the sea,
the LORD sits enthroned inmajesty.
5The rules you set down are completely reliable.
Holiness aptly adorns your house, O LORD, forever.

94
1O LORD, the God who avenges!
O Godwho avenges, reveal your splendor!
2Rise up, O judge of the earth!
Pay back the proud!
3O LORD, how long will the wicked,
how long will the wicked celebrate?
4They spew out threats and speak defiantly;
all the evildoers boast.
5O LORD, they crush your people;
they oppress the nation that belongs to you.
6They kill the widow and the one residing outside his native land,
and theymurder the fatherless.
7Then they say, “The LORD|strong="H3050" does not see this;
the God of Jacob does not take notice of it.”
8Take notice of this, you ignorant people!
You fools, whenwill you ever understand?
9Does the one whomakes the human ear not hear?
Does the one who forms the human eye not see?
10Does the one who disciplines the nations not punish?
He is the one who imparts knowledge to human beings!
11The LORD knows that
peoples’ thoughts are morally bankrupt.
12How blessed is the one whom you instruct, O LORD|strong="H3050",
the one whom you teach from your law,
13 in order to protect him from times of trouble,
until the wicked are destroyed.
14Certainly the LORD does not forsake his people;
he does not abandon the nation that belongs to him.
15For justice will prevail,
and all the morally upright will be vindicated.
16Whowill rise up to defendme against the wicked?
Whowill stand up for me against the evildoers?



Psalms 94:17 405 Psalms 96:4

17 If the LORD had not helpedme,
I would have laid down in the silence of death.
18 If I say, “My foot is slipping,”
your loyal love, O LORD, supports me.
19Whenworries threaten to overwhelmme,
your soothing touchmakes me happy.
20Cruel rulers are not your allies,
those whomake oppressive laws.
21They conspire against the blameless,
and condemn to death the innocent.
22But the LORD will protect me,
andmy Godwill shelter me.
23Hewill pay them back for their sin.
He will destroy them because of their evil;
the LORD our Godwill destroy them.

95
1Come! Let’s sing for joy to the LORD!
Let’s shout out praises to our protector who delivers us!
2Let’s enter his presence with thanksgiving!
Let’s shout out to him in celebration!
3For the LORD is a great God,
a great king who is superior to all gods.
4The depths of the earth are in his hand,
and themountain peaks belong to him.
5The sea is his, for hemade it.
His hands formed the dry land.
6Come! Let’s bow down andworship!
Let’s kneel before the LORD, our creator!
7For he is our God;
we are the people of his pasture,
the sheep he owns.
Today, if only you would obey him!
8He says, “Do not be stubborn like they were at Meribah,
like they were that day at Massah in the wilderness,
9where your ancestors challengedmy authority,
and triedmy patience, even though they had seenmywork.
10For forty years I was continually disgusted with that generation,
and I said, ‘These people desire to go astray;
they do not obeymy commands.’
11 So I made a vow inmy anger,
‘They will never enter into the resting place I had set aside for them.’ ”

96
1 Sing to the LORD a new song!
Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
2 Sing to the LORD! Praise his name!
Announce every day how he delivers!
3Tell the nations about his splendor!
Tell all the nations about his amazing deeds!
4For the LORD is great and certainly worthy of praise;
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he is more awesome than all gods.
5For all the gods of the nations are worthless,
but the LORDmade the sky.
6Majestic splendor emanates from him;
his sanctuary is firmly established and beautiful.
7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the nations,
ascribe to the LORD splendor and strength!
8Ascribe to the LORD the splendor he deserves!
Bring an offering and enter his courts!
9Worship the LORD in holy attire!
Tremble before him, all the earth!
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!
The world is established, it cannot bemoved.
He judges the nations fairly.”
11Let the sky rejoice, and the earth be happy!
Let the sea and everything in it shout!
12Let the fields and everything in them celebrate!
Then let the trees of the forest shout with joy
13before the LORD, for he comes!
For he comes to judge the earth!
He judges the world fairly,
and the nations in accordance with his justice.

97
1The LORD reigns!
Let the earth be happy!
Let themany coastlands rejoice!
2Dark clouds surround him;
equity and justice are the foundation of his throne.
3Fire goes before him;
on every side it burns up his enemies.
4His lightning bolts light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
5Themountains melt like wax before the LORD,
before the Lord of the whole earth.
6The sky declares his justice,
and all the nations see his splendor.
7All whoworship idols are ashamed,
those who boast about worthless idols.
All the gods bow down before him.
8Zion hears and rejoices,
the towns of Judah are happy,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
9For you, O LORD, are the sovereign king over the whole earth;
you are elevated high above all gods.
10Youwho love the LORD, hate evil!
He protects the lives of his faithful followers;
he delivers them from the power of the wicked.
11The godly bask in the light;
the morally upright experience joy.
12You godly ones, rejoice in the LORD!
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Give thanks to his holy name.

98
A psalm.
1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he performs amazing deeds!
His right hand and his mighty arm
accomplish deliverance.
2The LORD demonstrates his power to deliver;
in the sight of the nations he reveals his justice.
3He remains loyal and faithful to the family of Israel.
All the ends of the earth see our God deliver us.
4 Shout out praises to the LORD, all the earth!
Break out in a joyful shout and sing!
5 Sing to the LORD accompanied by a harp,
accompanied by a harp and the sound of music!
6With trumpets and the blaring of the ram’s horn,
shout out praises before the king, the LORD!
7Let the sea and everything in it shout,
along with the world and those who live in it!
8Let the rivers clap their hands!
Let themountains sing in unison
9before the LORD!
For he comes to judge the earth!
He judges the world fairly,
and the nations in a just manner.

99
1The LORD reigns!
The nations tremble.
He sits enthroned above the winged angels;
the earth shakes.
2The LORD is elevated in Zion;
he is exalted over all the nations.
3Let them praise your great and awesome name!
He is holy!
4The king is strong;
he loves justice.
You ensure that legal decisions will be made fairly;
you promote justice and equity in Jacob.
5Praise the LORD our God!
Worship before his footstool!
He is holy!
6Moses and Aaron were among his priests;
Samuel was one of those who prayed to him.
They prayed to the LORD and he answered them.
7He spoke to them from a pillar of cloud;
they obeyed his regulations and the ordinance he gave them.
8O LORD|strong="H3069" our God, you answered them.
They found you to be a forgiving God,
but also one who punished their sinful deeds.
9Praise the LORD our God!
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Worship on his holy hill,
for the LORD our God is holy!

100
A thanksgiving psalm.
1 Shout out praises to the LORD, all the earth!
2Worship the LORD with joy!
Enter his presence with joyful singing!
3Acknowledge that the LORD is God!
Hemade us and we belong to him;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give him thanks!
Praise his name!
5For the LORD is good.
His loyal love endures,
and he is faithful through all generations.

101
A psalm of David.
1 I will sing about loyalty and justice!
To you, O LORD, I will sing praises!
2 I will walk in the way of integrity.
Whenwill you come tome?
I will conduct my business with integrity in themidst of my palace.
3 I will not even consider doing what is dishonest.
I hate doing evil;
I will have no part of it.
4 I will have nothing to do with a perverse person;
I will not permit evil.
5 I will destroy anyone who slanders his neighbor in secret.
I will not tolerate anyone who has a cocky demeanor and an arrogant

attitude.
6 I will favor the honest people of the land,
and allow them to live withme.
Those whowalk in the way of integrity will attendme.
7Deceitful people will not live inmy palace.
Liars will not be welcome inmy presence.
8Eachmorning I will destroy all the wicked people in the land,
and remove all evildoers from the city of the LORD.

102
The prayer of an oppressed man, as he grows faint and pours out his
lament before the LORD.
1O LORD, hear my prayer!
Pay attention to my cry for help!
2Do not ignoreme inmy time of trouble!
Listen to me!
When I call out to you, quickly answerme!
3Formy days go up in smoke,
andmy bones are charred like a fireplace.
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4My heart is parched andwithered like grass,
for I am unable to eat food.
5Because of the anxiety that makes me groan,
my bones protrude frommy skin.
6 I am like an owl in the wilderness;
I am like a screech owl among the ruins.
7 I stay awake;
I am like a solitary bird on a roof.
8All day longmy enemies taunt me;
those whomockme usemy name in their curses.
9For I eat ashes as if they were bread,
andmixmy drink withmy tears,
10because of your anger and raging fury.
Indeed, you pickme up and throwme away.
11My days are coming to an end,
and I amwithered like grass.
12But you, O LORD, rule forever,
and your reputation endures.
13Youwill rise up and have compassion on Zion.
For it is time to havemercy on her,
for the appointed time has come.
14 Indeed, your servants take delight in her stones,
and feel compassion for the dust of her ruins.
15The nations will respect the reputation of the LORD,
and all the kings of the earth will respect his splendor,
16when the LORD rebuilds Zion,
and reveals his splendor,
17when he responds to the prayer of the destitute,
and does not reject their request.
18 The account of his intervention will be recorded for future genera-

tions;
people yet to be born will praise the LORD|strong="H3050".
19For he will look down from his sanctuary above;
from heaven the LORD will look toward earth,
20 in order to hear the painful cries of the prisoners,
and to set free those condemned to die,
21 so theymay proclaim the name of the LORD in Zion,
and praise him in Jerusalem,
22when the nations gather together,
and the kingdoms pay tribute to the LORD.
23He has taken awaymy strength in themiddle of life;
he has cut short my days.
24 I say, “Omy God, please do not takeme away in themiddle of my life!
You endure through all generations.
25 In earlier times you established the earth;
the skies are your handiwork.
26They will perish,
but you will endure.
They will wear out like a garment;
like clothes you will remove them and they will disappear.
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27But you remain;
your years do not come to an end.
28The children of your servants will settle down here,
and their descendants will live securely in your presence.”

103
By David.
1Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
With all that is withinme, praise his holy name!
2Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
Do not forget all his kind deeds!
3He is the one who forgives all your sins,
who heals all your diseases,
4who delivers your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with his loyal love and compassion,
5who satisfies your life with good things,
so your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6The LORD does what is fair,
and executes justice for all the oppressed.
7The LORD revealed|strong="H3045" his faithful acts to Moses,
his deeds to the Israelites.
8The LORD is compassionate andmerciful;
he is patient and demonstrates great loyal love.
9He does not always accuse,
and does not stay angry.
10He does not deal with us as our sins deserve;
he does not repay us as ourmisdeeds deserve.
11For as the skies are high above the earth,
so his loyal love towers over his faithful followers.
12As far as the eastern horizon is from the west,
so he removes the guilt of our rebellious actions from us.
13As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on his faithful followers.
14For he knows what we aremade of;
he realizes we aremade of clay.
15A person’s life is like grass.
Like a flower in the field it flourishes,
16but when the hot wind blows by, it disappears,
and one can no longer even spot the place where it once grew.
17But the LORD continually shows loyal love to his faithful followers,
and is faithful to their descendants,
18 to those who keep his covenant,
who are careful to obey his commands.
19The LORD has established his throne in heaven;
his kingdom extends over everything.
20Praise the LORD, you angels of his,
you powerful warriors who carry out his decrees
and obey his orders!
21Praise the LORD, all you warriors of his,
you servants of his who carry out his desires!
22Praise the LORD, all that he has made,
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in all the regions of his kingdom!
Praise the LORD, Omy soul!

104
1Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
O LORDmy God, you aremagnificent.
You are robed in splendor andmajesty.
2He covers himself with light as if it were a garment.
He stretches out the skies like a tent curtain,
3and lays the beams of the upper rooms of his palace on the rain clouds.
Hemakes the clouds his chariot,
and travels along on the wings of the wind.
4Hemakes the winds his messengers,
and the flaming fire his attendant.
5He established the earth on its foundations;
it will never be upended.
6The watery deep covered it like a garment;
the waters reached above themountains.
7Your shout made the waters retreat;
at the sound of your thunderous voice they hurried off –
8as themountains rose up,
and the valleys went down –
to the place you appointed for them.
9You set up a boundary for them that they could not cross,
so that they would not cover the earth again.
10He turns springs into streams;
they flow between themountains.
11They provide water for all the animals in the field;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12The birds of the sky live beside them;
they chirp among the bushes.
13Hewaters themountains from the upper rooms of his palace;
the earth is full of the fruit you cause to grow.
14He provides grass for the cattle,
and crops for people to cultivate,
so they can produce food from the ground,
15as well as wine that makes people feel so good,
and so they can have oil to make their faces shine,
as well as food that sustains people’s lives.
16The trees of the LORD receive all the rain they need,
the cedars of Lebanonwhich he planted,
17where the birds make nests,
near the evergreens in which the herons live.
18The wild goats live in the highmountains;
the rock badgers find safety in the cliffs.
19Hemade themoon tomark themonths,
and the sun sets according to a regular schedule.
20Youmake it dark and night comes,
during which all the beasts of the forest prowl around.
21The lions roar for prey,
seeking their food from God.
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22When the sun rises, they withdraw
and sleep in their dens.
23Men then go out to do their work,
and labor away until evening.
24Howmany living things you havemade, O LORD!
You have exhibited great skill in making all of them;
the earth is full of the living things you havemade.
25Over here is the deep, wide sea,
which teems with innumerable swimming creatures,
living things both small and large.
26The ships travel there,
and over here swims the whale youmade to play in it.
27All of your creatures wait for you
to provide themwith food on a regular basis.
28You give food to them and they receive it;
you open your hand and they are filled with food.
29When you ignore them, they panic.
When you take away their life’s breath, they die
and return to dust.
30When you send your life-giving breath, they are created,
and you replenish the surface of the ground.
31May the splendor of the LORD endure!
May the LORD find pleasure in the living things he has made!
32He looks down on the earth and it shakes;
he touches themountains and they start to smolder.
33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I exist!
34Maymy thoughts be pleasing to him!
I will rejoice in the LORD.
35May sinners disappear from the earth,
and the wicked vanish!
Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

105
1Give thanks to the LORD!
Call on his name!
Make known his accomplishments among the nations!
2 Sing to him!
Makemusic to him!
Tell about all his miraculous deeds!
3Boast about his holy name!
Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
4 Seek the LORD and the strength he gives!
Seek his presence continually!
5Recall the miraculous deeds he performed,
his mighty acts and the judgments he decreed,
6O children of Abraham, God’s servant,
you descendants of Jacob, God’s chosen ones!
7He is the LORD our God;
he carries out judgment throughout the earth.



Psalms 105:8 413 Psalms 105:33

8He always remembers his covenantal decree,
the promise hemade to a thousand generations –
9 the promise hemade to Abraham,
the promise hemade by oath to Isaac!
10He gave it to Jacob as a decree,
to Israel as a lasting promise,
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan
as the portion of your inheritance.”
12When they were few in number,
just a very few, and resident aliens within it,
13 they wandered from nation to nation,
and from one kingdom to another.
14He let no one oppress them;
he disciplined kings for their sake,
15 saying, “Don’t touchmy chosen ones!
Don’t harmmy prophets!”
16He called down a famine upon the earth;
he cut off all the food supply.
17He sent a man ahead of them –
Joseph was sold as a servant.
18The shackles hurt his feet;
his neck was placed in an iron collar,
19until the time when his prediction came true.
The LORD’s word proved him right.
20The king authorized his release;
the ruler of nations set him free.
21He put him in charge of his palace,
andmade himmanager of all his property,
22 giving him authority to imprison his officials
and to teach his advisers.
23 Israel moved to Egypt;
Jacob lived for a time in the land of Ham.
24The LORDmade his people|strong="H5971" very fruitful,
andmade themmore numerous than their enemies.
25He caused them to hate his people,
and to mistreat his servants.
26He sent his servant Moses,
and Aaron, whom he had chosen.
27They executed his miraculous signs among them,
and his amazing deeds in the land of Ham.
28Hemade it dark;
they did not disobey his orders.
29He turned their water into blood,
and killed their fish.
30Their land was overrun by frogs,
which even got into the rooms of their kings.
31He ordered flies to come;
gnats invaded their whole territory.
32He sent hail along with the rain;
there was lightning in their land.
33He destroyed their vines and fig trees,
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and broke the trees throughout their territory.
34He ordered locusts to come,
innumerable grasshoppers.
35They ate all the vegetation in their land,
and devoured the crops of their fields.
36He struck down all the firstborn in their land,
the firstfruits of their reproductive power.
37He brought his people out enriched with silver and gold;
none of his tribes stumbled.
38Egypt was happy when they left,
for they were afraid of them.
39He spread out a cloud for a cover,
and provided a fire to light up the night.
40They asked for food, and he sent quails;
he satisfied themwith food from the sky.
41He opened up a rock andwater flowed out;
a river ran through dry regions.
42Yes, he remembered the sacred promise
hemade to Abraham his servant.
43When he led his people out, they rejoiced;
his chosen ones shouted with joy.
44He handed the territory of nations over to them,
and they took possession of what other peoples had produced,
45 so that theymight keep his commands
and obey his laws.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

106
1Praise the LORD!|strong="H3034"
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
and his loyal love endures!
2Who can adequately recount the LORD’s mighty acts,
or relate all his praiseworthy deeds?
3How blessed are those who promote justice,
and do what is right all the time!
4Rememberme, O LORD, when you show favor to your people!
Pay attention to me, when you deliver,
5 so I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,
rejoice along with your nation,
and boast along with the people who belong to you.
6We have sinned like our ancestors;
we have done wrong, we have done evil.
7Our ancestors in Egypt failed to appreciate yourmiraculous deeds,
they failed to remember yourmany acts of loyal love,
and they rebelled at the sea, by the Red Sea.
8Yet he delivered them for the sake of his reputation,
that hemight reveal his power.
9He shouted at the Red Sea and it dried up;
he led them through the deep water as if it were a desert.
10He delivered them from the power of the one who hated them,
and rescued them from the power of the enemy.



Psalms 106:11 415 Psalms 106:35

11The water covered their enemies;
not even one of them survived.
12They believed his promises;
they sang praises to him.
13They quickly forgot what he had done;
they did not wait for his instructions.
14 In the wilderness they had an insatiable craving for meat;
they challenged God in the desert.
15He granted their request,
then struck themwith a disease.
16 In the camp they resentedMoses,
and Aaron, the LORD’s holy priest.
17The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan;
it engulfed the group led by Abiram.
18Fire burned their group;
the flames scorched the wicked.
19Theymade an image of a calf at Horeb,
and worshiped ametal idol.
20They traded their majestic God
for the image of an ox that eats grass.
21They rejected the Godwho delivered them,
the one who performed great deeds in Egypt,
22amazing feats in the land of Ham,
mighty acts by the Red Sea.
23He threatened to destroy them,
but Moses, his chosen one, interceded with him
and turned back his destructive anger.
24They rejected the fruitful land;
they did not believe his promise.
25They grumbled in their tents;
they did not obey the LORD.
26 So hemade a solemn vow
that he wouldmake them die in the desert,
27make their descendants die among the nations,
and scatter them among foreign lands.
28They worshiped Baal of Peor,
and ate sacrifices offered to the dead.
29Theymade the LORD angry|strong="H3707" by their actions,
and a plague broke out among them.
30Phinehas took a stand and intervened,
and the plague subsided.
31This brought him a reward,
an eternal gift.
32Theymade him angry by the waters of Meribah,
andMoses suffered because of them,
33 for they aroused his temper,
and he spoke rashly.
34They did not destroy the nations,
as the LORD|strong="H3069" had commanded them to do.
35Theymixed in with the nations
and learned their ways.
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36They worshiped their idols,
which became a snare to them.
37They sacrificed their sons and daughters to demons.
38They shed innocent blood –
the blood of their sons and daughters,
whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan.
The land was polluted by bloodshed.
39They were defiled by their deeds,
and unfaithful in their actions.
40 So the LORD was angry with his people
and despised the people who belong to him.
41He handed them over to the nations,
and those who hated them ruled over them.
42Their enemies oppressed them;
they were subject to their authority.
43Many times he delivered them,
but they had a rebellious attitude,
and degraded themselves by their sin.
44Yet he took notice of their distress,
when he heard their cry for help.
45He remembered his covenant with them,
and relented because of his great loyal love.
46He caused all their conquerors
to have pity on them.
47Deliver us, O LORD, our God!
Gather us from among the nations!
Then wewill give thanks to your holy name,
and boast about your praiseworthy deeds.
48The LORD God of Israel deserves praise,
in the future and forevermore.
Let all the people say, “We agree! Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!”

107
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
and his loyal love endures!
2Let those delivered by the LORD speak out,
those whom he delivered from the power of the enemy,
3and gathered from foreign lands,
from east and west,
from north and south.
4They wandered through the wilderness on a desert road;
they found no city in which to live.
5They were hungry and thirsty;
they fainted from exhaustion.
6They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
7He led them on a level road,
that theymight find a city in which to live.
8Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
9For he has satisfied those who thirst,
and those who hunger he has filled with food.
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10They sat in utter darkness,
bound in painful iron chains,
11because they had rebelled against God’s commands,
and rejected the instructions of the sovereign king.
12 So he used suffering to humble them;
they stumbled and no one helped them up.
13They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
14He brought them out of the utter darkness,
and tore off their shackles.
15Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
16For he shattered the bronze gates,
and hacked through the iron bars.
17They acted like fools in their rebellious ways,
and suffered because of their sins.
18They lost their appetite for all food,
and they drew near the gates of death.
19They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
20He sent them an assuring word and healed them;
he rescued them from the pits where they were trapped.
21Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
22Let them present thank offerings,
and loudly proclaimwhat he has done! 23
Some traveled on the sea in ships,
and carried cargo over the vast waters.
24They witnessed the acts of the LORD,
his amazing feats on the deep water.
25He gave the order for a windstorm,
and it stirred up the waves of the sea.
26They reached up to the sky,
then dropped into the depths.
The sailors’ strength left them because the danger was so great.
27They swayed and staggered like a drunk,
and all their skill proved ineffective.
28They cried out to the LORD|strong="H3069" in their distress;
he delivered them from their troubles.
29He calmed the storm,
and the waves grew silent.
30The sailors rejoiced because the waves grew quiet,
and he led them to the harbor they desired.
31Let them give thanks to the LORD for his loyal love,
and for the amazing things he has done for people!
32Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people!
Let them praise him in the place where the leaders preside!
33He turned streams into a desert,
springs of water into arid land,
34and a fruitful land into a barren place,
because of the sin of its inhabitants.
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35As for his people, he turned a desert into a pool of water,
and a dry land into springs of water.
36He allowed the hungry to settle there,
and they established a city in which to live.
37They cultivated fields,
and planted vineyards,
which yielded a harvest of fruit.
38He blessed them so that they became very numerous.
He would not allow their cattle to decrease in number.
39 As for their enemies, they decreased in number and were beaten

down,
because of painful distress and suffering.
40Hewould pour contempt upon princes,
and hemade themwander in a wasteland with no road.
41Yet he protected the needy from oppression,
and cared for his families like a flock of sheep.
42When the godly see this, they rejoice,
and every sinner shuts his mouth.
43Whoever is wise, let him take note of these things!
Let them consider the LORD’s acts of loyal love!

108
A song, a psalm of David.
1 I am determined, O God!
I will sing and praise you withmywhole heart.
2Awake, O stringed instrument and harp!
I will wake up at dawn!
3 I will give you thanks before the nations, O LORD!
I will sing praises to you before foreigners!
4For your loyal love extends beyond the sky,
and your faithfulness reaches the clouds.
5Rise up above the sky, O God!
May your splendor cover the whole earth!
6Deliver by your power and answerme,
so that the ones you lovemay be safe.
7God has spoken in his sanctuary:
“I will triumph! I will parcel out Shechem,
the valley of Succoth I will measure off.
8Gilead belongs to me,
as does Manasseh!
Ephraim is my helmet,
Judahmy royal scepter.
9Moab is mywash basin.
I will make Edom serveme.
I will shout in triumph over Philistia.”
10Whowill leadme into the fortified city?
Whowill bringme to Edom?
11Have you not rejected us, O God?
O God, you do not go into battle with our armies.
12Give us help against the enemy,
for any helpmenmight offer is futile.
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13By God’s power wewill conquer;
he will trample down our enemies.

109
For themusic director, a psalm of David.
1O Godwhom I praise, do not ignoreme!
2For they say cruel and deceptive things to me;
they lie to me.
3They surroundme and say hateful things;
they attackme for no reason.
4They repaymy love with accusations,
but I continue to pray.
5They repayme evil for good,
and hate for love. 6
Appoint an evil man to testify against him!
May an accuser stand at his right side!
7When he is judged, he will be found guilty!
Then his prayer will be regarded as sinful.
8May his days be few!
May another take his job!
9May his children be fatherless,
and his wife a widow!
10May his children roam around begging,
asking for handouts as they leave their ruined home!
11May the creditor seize all he owns!
May strangers loot his property!
12May no one show him kindness!
May no one have compassion on his fatherless children!
13May his descendants be cut off!
May the memory of them be wiped out by the time the next generation

arrives!
14May his ancestors’ sins be remembered by the LORD!
May his mother’s sin not be forgotten!
15May the LORD be constantly aware of them,
and cut off thememory of his children from the earth!
16For he never bothered to show kindness;
he harassed the oppressed and needy,
and killed the disheartened.
17He loved to curse others, so those curses have come upon him.
He had no desire to bless anyone, so he has experienced no blessings.
18Hemade cursing a way of life,
so curses poured into his stomach like water
and seeped into his bones like oil.
19May a curse attach itself to him, like a garment one puts on,
or a belt one wears continually!
20May the LORD repaymy accusers in this way,
those who say evil things about me!
21O sovereign LORD,
intervene onmy behalf for the sake of your reputation!
Because your loyal love is good, deliver me!
22For I am oppressed and needy,
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andmy heart beats violently withinme.
23 I am fading away like a shadow at the end of the day;
I am shaken off like a locust.
24 I am so starvedmy knees shake;
I have turned into skin and bones.
25 I am disdained by them.
When they seeme, they shake their heads.
26Helpme, O LORDmy God!
Because you are faithful to me, deliver me!
27Then they will realize this is your work,
and that you, LORD, have accomplished it.
28They curse, but you will bless.
When they attack, they will be humiliated,
but your servant will rejoice.
29My accusers will be covered with shame,
and draped in humiliation as if it were a robe.
30 I will thank the LORD profusely,
in themiddle of a crowd I will praise him,
31because he stands at the right hand of the needy,
to deliver him from those who threaten his life.

110
A psalm of David.
1Here is the LORD’s proclamation to my lord:
“Sit down at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool!”
2The LORD extends your dominion from Zion.
Rule in themidst of your enemies!
3Your people willingly follow youwhen you go into battle.
On the holy hills at sunrise the dew of your youth belongs to you.
4The LORDmakes this promise on oath andwill not revoke it:
“You are an eternal priest after the pattern of Melchizedek.”
5O sovereign LORD, at your right hand
he strikes down kings in the day he unleashes his anger.
6He executes judgment against the nations;
he fills the valleys with corpses;
he shatters their heads over the vast battlefield.
7From the stream along the road he drinks;
then he lifts up his head.

111
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
I will give thanks to the LORD withmywhole heart,
in the assembly of the godly and the congregation.
2The LORD’s deeds are great,
eagerly awaited by all who desire them.
3His work is majestic and glorious,
and his faithfulness endures forever.
4He does amazing things that will be remembered;
the LORD is merciful and compassionate.
5He gives food to his faithful followers;
he always remembers his covenant.
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6He announced that he would domighty deeds for his people,
giving them a land that belonged to other nations.
7His acts are characterized by faithfulness and justice;
all his precepts are reliable.
8They are forever firm,
and should be faithfully and properly carried out.
9He delivered his people;
he ordained that his covenant be observed forever.
His name is holy and awesome.
10To obey the LORD is the fundamental principle for wise living;
all who carry out his precepts acquire goodmoral insight.
He will receive praise forever.

112
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
How blessed is the one who obeys the LORD,
who takes great delight in keeping his commands.
2His descendants will be powerful on the earth;
the godly will be blessed.
3His house contains wealth and riches;
his integrity endures.
4 In the darkness a light shines for the godly,
for each one who is merciful, compassionate, and just.
5 It goes well for the one who generously lends money,
and conducts his business honestly.
6For he will never be upended;
others will always remember one who is just.
7He does not fear bad news.
He is confident; he trusts in the LORD.
8His resolve is firm; he will not succumb to fear
before he looks in triumph on his enemies.
9He generously gives to the needy;
his integrity endures.
He will be vindicated and honored.
10When the wicked see this, they will worry;
they will grind their teeth in frustration andmelt away;
the desire of the wicked will perish.

113
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise, you servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!
2May the LORD’s name be praised
now and forevermore!
3From east to west
the LORD’s name is deserving of praise.
4The LORD is exalted over all the nations;
his splendor reaches beyond the sky.
5Who can compare to the LORD our God,
who sits on a high throne?
6He bends down to look
at the sky and the earth.
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7He raises the poor from the dirt,
and lifts up the needy from the garbage pile,
8 that hemight seat himwith princes,
with the princes of his people.
9Hemakes the barren woman of the family
a happymother of children.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

114
1When Israel left Egypt,
when the family of Jacob left a foreign nation behind,
2 Judah became his sanctuary,
Israel his kingdom.
3The sea looked and fled;
the Jordan River turned back.
4Themountains skipped like rams,
the hills like lambs.
5Why do you flee, O sea?
Why do you turn back, O Jordan River?
6Why do you skip like rams, Omountains,
like lambs, O hills?
7Tremble, O earth, before the Lord –
before the God of Jacob,
8who turned a rock into a pool of water,
a hard rock into springs of water!

115
1Not to us, O LORD, not to us!
But to your name bring honor,
for the sake of your loyal love and faithfulness.
2Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God?”
3Our God is in heaven!
He does whatever he pleases!
4Their idols are made of silver and gold –
they areman-made.
5They havemouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but cannot see,
6 ears, but cannot hear,
noses, but cannot smell,
7hands, but cannot touch,
feet, but cannot walk.
They cannot even clear their throats.
8Those whomake themwill end up like them,
as will everyone who trusts in them.
9O Israel, trust in the LORD!
He is their deliverer and protector.
10O family of Aaron, trust in the LORD!
He is their deliverer and protector.
11You loyal followers of the LORD, trust in the LORD!
He is their deliverer and protector.
12The LORD takes notice of us, he will bless –
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he will bless the family of Israel,
he will bless the family of Aaron.
13Hewill bless his loyal followers,
both young and old.
14May he increase your numbers,
yours and your children’s!
15May you be blessed by the LORD,
the creator of heaven and earth!
16The heavens belong to the LORD,
but the earth he has given to mankind.
17The dead do not praise the LORD|strong="H3050",
nor do any of those who descend into the silence of death.
18But wewill praise the LORD|strong="H3050"
now and forevermore.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

116
1 I love the LORD
because he heardmy plea for mercy,
2and listened to me.
As long as I live, I will call to himwhen I need help.
3The ropes of death tightened aroundme,
the snares of Sheol confrontedme.
I was confronted with trouble and sorrow.
4 I called on the name of the LORD,
“Please LORD, rescuemy life!”
5The LORD is merciful and fair;
our God is compassionate.
6The LORD protects the untrained;
I was in serious trouble and he deliveredme.
7Rest oncemore, my soul,
for the LORD has vindicated you.
8Yes, LORD, you rescuedmy life from death,
and kept my feet from stumbling.
9 I will serve the LORD
in the land of the living.
10 I had faith when I said,
“I am severely oppressed.”
11 I rashly declared,
“All men are liars.”
12How can I repay the LORD
for all his acts of kindness to me?
13 I will celebrate my deliverance,
and call on the name of the LORD.
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
before all his people.
15The LORD values
the lives of his faithful followers.
16Yes, LORD! I am indeed your servant;
I am your lowest slave.
You savedme from death.
17 I will present a thank offering to you,
and call on the name of the LORD.
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18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
before all his people,
19 in the courts of the LORD’s temple,
in yourmidst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

117
1Praise the LORD, all you nations!
Applaud him, all you foreigners!
2For his loyal love towers over us,
and the LORD’s faithfulness endures.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

118
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good
and his loyal love endures!
2Let Israel say,
“Yes, his loyal love endures!”
3Let the family of Aaron say,
“Yes, his loyal love endures!”
4Let the loyal followers of the LORD say,
“Yes, his loyal love endures!”
5 In my distress I cried out to the LORD|strong="H3050".
The LORD| strong="H3050" answered me and put me in a wide open

place.
6The LORD is onmy side, I am not afraid!
What can people do to me?
7The LORD is onmy side as my helper.
I look in triumph on those who hate me.
8 It is better to take shelter in the LORD
than to trust in people.
9 It is better to take shelter in the LORD
than to trust in princes.
10All the nations surroundedme.
Indeed, in the name of the LORD I pushed them away.
11They surroundedme, yes, they surroundedme.
Indeed, in the name of the LORD I pushed them away.
12They surroundedme like bees.
But they disappeared as quickly as a fire among thorns.
Indeed, in the name of the LORD I pushed them away.
13 “You aggressively attackedme and tried to knockme down,
but the LORD helpedme.
14The LORD|strong="H3050" gives me strength and protects me;
he has becomemy deliverer.”
15They celebrate deliverance in the tents of the godly.
The LORD’s right hand conquers,
16 the LORD’s right hand gives victory,
the LORD’s right hand conquers.
17 I will not die, but live,
and I will proclaimwhat the LORD|strong="H3050" has done.
18The LORD|strong="H3050" severely punishedme,
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but he did not handme over to death.
19Open for me the gates of the just king’s temple!
I will enter through them and give thanks to the LORD|strong="H3050".
20This is the LORD’s gate –
the godly enter through it.
21 I will give you thanks, for you answeredme,
and have becomemy deliverer.
22The stone which the builders discarded
has become the cornerstone.
23This is the LORD’s work.
We consider it amazing!
24This is the day the LORD has brought about.
Wewill be happy and rejoice in it.
25Please LORD, deliver!
Please LORD, grant us success!
26May the one who comes in the name of the LORD be blessed!
Wewill pronounce blessings on you in the LORD’s temple.
27The LORD is God and he has delivered us.
Tie the offering with ropes
to the horns of the altar!
28You aremy God and I will give you thanks!
You aremy God and I will praise you!
29Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good
and his loyal love endures!

119
א (Alef)

1How blessed are those whose actions are blameless,
who obey the law of the LORD.
2How blessed are those who observe his rules,
and seek himwith all their heart,
3who, moreover, do no wrong,
but follow in his footsteps.
4You demand that your precepts
be carefully kept.
5 If only I were predisposed
to keep your statutes!
6Then I would not be ashamed,
if I were focused on all your commands.
7 I will give you sincere thanks,
when I learn your just regulations.
8 I will keep your statutes.
Do not completely abandonme!

ב (Bet)
9How can a young personmaintain a pure life?
By guarding it according to your instructions!
10With all my heart I seek you.
Do not allowme to stray from your commands!
11 In my heart I store up your words,
so I might not sin against you.
12You deserve praise, O LORD!
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Teachme your statutes!
13Withmy lips I proclaim
all the regulations you have revealed.
14 I rejoice in the lifestyle prescribed by your rules
as if they were riches of all kinds.
15 I will meditate on your precepts
and focus on your behavior.
16 I find delight in your statutes;
I do not forget your instructions.

ג (Gimel)
17Be kind to your servant!
Then I will live and keep your instructions.
18Openmy eyes so I can truly see
themarvelous things in your law!
19 I am like a foreigner in this land.
Do not hide your commands fromme!
20 I desperately long to know
your regulations at all times.
21You reprimand arrogant people.
Those who stray from your commands are doomed.
22 Spareme shame and humiliation,
for I observe your rules.
23Though rulers plot and slander me,
your servant meditates on your statutes.
24Yes, I find delight in your rules;
they give me guidance.

ד (Dalet)
25 I collapse in the dirt.
Revive mewith your word!
26 I told you about myways and you answeredme.
Teachme your statutes!
27Helpme to understand what your precepts mean!
Then I canmeditate on yourmarvelous teachings.
28 I collapse from grief.
Sustainme by your word!
29Removeme from the path of deceit!
Graciously give me your law!
30 I choose the path of faithfulness;
I am committed to your regulations.
31 I hold fast to your rules.
O LORD|strong="H3069", do not let me be ashamed!
32 I run along the path of your commands,
for you enable me to do so.

ה ( He)
33Teachme, O LORD, the lifestyle prescribed by your statutes,
so that I might observe it continually.
34Giveme understanding so that I might observe your law,
and keep it with all my heart.
35Guideme in the path of your commands,
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for I delight to walk in it.
36Giveme a desire for your rules,
rather than for wealth gained unjustly.
37Turnmy eyes away fromwhat is worthless!
Revive mewith your word!
38Confirm to your servant your promise,
which youmade to the one who honors you.
39Take away the insults that I dread!
Indeed, your regulations are good.
40Look, I long for your precepts.
Revive mewith your deliverance!

ו (Vav)
41May I experience your loyal love, O LORD,
and your deliverance, as you promised.
42Then I will have a reply for the one who insults me,
for I trust in your word.
43Do not completely deprive me of a truthful testimony,
for I await your justice.
44Then I will keep your law continually
now and for all time.
45 I will be secure,
for I seek your precepts.
46 I will speak about your regulations before kings
and not be ashamed.
47 I will find delight in your commands,
which I love.
48 I will lift my hands to your commands,
which I love,
and I will meditate on your statutes.

ז (Zayin)
49Remember your word to your servant,
for you have givenme hope.
50This is what comforts me inmy trouble,
for your promise revives me.
51Arrogant people do nothing but scoff at me.
Yet I do not turn aside from your law.
52 I remember your ancient regulations,
O LORD|strong="H3069", and console myself.
53Rage takes hold of me because of the wicked,
those who reject your law.
54Your statutes have beenmy songs
in the house where I live.
55 I remember your name during the night, O LORD|strong="H3069",
and I will keep your law.
56This has beenmy practice,
for I observe your precepts.

ח (Khet)
57The LORD is my source of security.
I have determined to follow your instructions.
58 I seek your favor with all my heart.



Psalms 119:59 428 Psalms 119:81

Havemercy onme as you promised!
59 I consider my actions
and follow your rules.
60 I keep your commands
eagerly and without delay.
61The ropes of the wicked tighten aroundme,
but I do not forget your law.
62 In themiddle of the night I arise to thank you
for your just regulations.
63 I am a friend to all your loyal followers,
and to those who keep your precepts.
64O LORD|strong="H3069", your loyal love fills the earth.
Teachme your statutes!

ט (Tet)
65You are good to your servant,
O LORD, just as you promised.
66Teachme proper discernment and understanding!
For I consider your commands to be reliable.
67Before I was afflicted I used to stray off,
but now I keep your instructions.
68You are good and you do good.
Teachme your statutes!
69Arrogant people smearmy reputation with lies,
but I observe your precepts with all my heart.
70Their hearts are calloused,
but I find delight in your law.
71 It was good for me to suffer,
so that I might learn your statutes.
72The law you have revealed is more important to me
than thousands of pieces of gold and silver.

י (Yod)
73Your handsmademe and formedme.
Giveme understanding so that I might learn your commands.
74Your loyal followers will be glad when they seeme,
for I find hope in your word.
75 I know, LORD, that your regulations are just.
You disciplinedme because of your faithful devotion to me.
76May your loyal love console me,
as you promised your servant.
77May I experience your compassion, so I might live!
For I find delight in your law.
78May the arrogant be humiliated, for they have slanderedme!
But I meditate on your precepts.
79May your loyal followers turn to me,
those who know your rules.
80May I be fully committed to your statutes,
so that I might not be ashamed.

כ (Kaf)
81 I desperately long for your deliverance.
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I find hope in your word.
82My eyes grow tired as I wait for your promise to be fulfilled.
I say, “Whenwill you comfort me?”
83For I am like a wineskin dried up in smoke.
I do not forget your statutes.
84How longmust your servant endure this?
Whenwill you judge those who pursueme?
85The arrogant dig pits to trapme,
which violates your law.
86All your commands are reliable.
I am pursued without reason. Helpme!
87They have almost destroyedme here on the earth,
but I do not reject your precepts.
88Revivemewith your loyal love,
that I might keep the rules you have revealed.

ל (Lamed)
89O LORD, your instructions endure;
they stand secure in heaven.
90You demonstrate your faithfulness to all generations.
You established the earth and it stood firm.
91Today they stand firm by your decrees,
for all things are your servants.
92 If I had not found encouragement in your law,
I would have died inmy sorrow.
93 I will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have revivedme.
94 I belong to you. Deliver me!
For I seek your precepts.
95The wicked prepare to kill me,
yet I concentrate on your rules.
96 I realize that everything has its limits,
but your commands are beyond full comprehension.

מ (Mem)
97O how I love your law!
All day long I meditate on it.
98Your commandments makemewiser thanmy enemies,
for I am always aware of them.
99 I havemore insight than all my teachers,
for I meditate on your rules.
100 I ammore discerning than those older than I,
for I observe your precepts.
101 I stay away from the evil path,
so that I might keep your instructions.
102 I do not turn aside from your regulations,
for you teachme.
103Your words are sweeter
inmymouth than honey!
104Your precepts give me discernment.
Therefore I hate all deceitful actions.



Psalms 119:105 430 Psalms 119:127

נ (Nun)
105Your word is a lamp to walk by,
and a light to illuminemy path.
106 I have vowed and solemnly sworn
to keep your just regulations.
107 I am suffering terribly.
O LORD|strong="H3069", revive mewith your word!
108 O LORD|strong="H3069", please accept the freewill offerings of my

praise!
Teachme your regulations!
109My life is in continual danger,
but I do not forget your law.
110The wicked lay a trap for me,
but I do not wander from your precepts.
111 I claim your rules as my permanent possession,
for they give me joy.
112 I am determined to obey your statutes
at all times, to the very end.

ס (Samek)
113 I hate people with divided loyalties,
but I love your law.
114You aremy hiding place andmy shield.
I find hope in your word.
115Turn away fromme, you evil men,
so that I can observe the commands of my God.
116 Sustainme as you promised, so that I will live.
Do not disappoint me!
117 Support me, so that I will be delivered.
Then I will focus on your statutes continually.
118You despise all who stray from your statutes,
for they are deceptive and unreliable.
119You remove all the wicked of the earth like slag.
Therefore I love your rules.
120My body trembles because I fear you;
I am afraid of your judgments.

ע (Ayin)
121 I do what is fair and right.
Do not abandonme tomy oppressors!
122Guarantee the welfare of your servant!
Do not let the arrogant oppress me!
123My eyes grow tired as I wait for your deliverance,
for your reliable promise to be fulfilled.
124 Show your servant your loyal love!
Teachme your statutes!
125 I am your servant. Give me insight,
so that I can understand your rules.
126 It is time for the LORD|strong="H3069" to act –
they break your law!
127For this reason I love your commands



Psalms 119:128 431 Psalms 119:150

more than gold, even purest gold.
128For this reason I carefully follow all your precepts.
I hate all deceitful actions.

פ (Pe)
129Your rules are marvelous.
Therefore I observe them.
130Your instructions are a doorway through which light shines.
They give insight to the untrained.
131 I openmymouth and pant,
because I long for your commands.
132Turn towardme and extendmercy to me,
as you typically do to your loyal followers.
133Direct my steps by your word!
Do not let any sin dominate me!
134Deliver me from oppressive men,
so that I can keep your precepts.
135 Smile on your servant!
Teachme your statutes!
136Tears stream down frommy eyes,
because people do not keep your law.

צ (Tsade)
137You are just, O LORD,
and your judgments are fair.
138The rules you impose are just,
and absolutely reliable.
139My zeal consumesme,
for my enemies forget your instructions.
140Your word is absolutely pure,
and your servant loves it!
141 I am insignificant and despised,
yet I do not forget your precepts.
142Your justice endures,
and your law is reliable.
143Distress and hardship confront me,
yet I find delight in your commands.
144Your rules remain just.
Give me insight so that I can live.

ק (Qof)
145 I cried out with all my heart, “Answerme, O LORD!
I will observe your statutes.”
146 I cried out to you, “Deliver me,
so that I can keep your rules.”
147 I am up before dawn crying for help.
I find hope in your word.
148My eyes anticipate the nighttime hours,
so that I canmeditate on your word.
149Listen to me because of your loyal love!
O LORD|strong="H3069", revive me, as you typically do!
150Those who are eager to do wrong draw near;
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they are far from your law.
151You are near, O LORD|strong="H3069",
and all your commands are reliable.
152 I learned long ago that
you ordained your rules to last.

ר (Resh)
153 Seemy pain and rescueme!
For I do not forget your law.
154Fight for me and defendme!
Revivemewith your word!
155The wicked have no chance for deliverance,
for they do not seek your statutes.
156Your compassion is great, O LORD|strong="H3069".
Revive me, as you typically do!
157The enemies who chaseme are numerous.
Yet I do not turn aside from your rules.
158 I take note of the treacherous and despise them,
because they do not keep your instructions.
159 See how I love your precepts!
O LORD|strong="H3069", revive mewith your loyal love!
160Your instructions are totally reliable;
all your just regulations endure.

/͏ׂש (Sin/Shin)
161Rulers pursueme for no reason,
yet I ammore afraid of disobeying your instructions.
162 I rejoice in your instructions,
like one who findsmuch plunder.
163 I hate and despise deceit;
I love your law.
164 Seven times a day I praise you
because of your just regulations.
165Those who love your law are completely secure;
nothing causes them to stumble.
166 I hope for your deliverance, O LORD|strong="H3069",
and I obey your commands.
167 I keep your rules;
I love them greatly.
168 I keep your precepts and rules,
for you are aware of everything I do.

ת (Tav)
169Listen to my cry for help, O LORD!
Giveme insight by your word!
170Listen to my appeal for mercy!
Deliver me, as you promised.
171May praise flow freely frommy lips,
for you teachme your statutes.
172Maymy tongue sing about your instructions,
for all your commands are just.
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173May your hand helpme,
for I choose to obey your precepts.
174 I long for your deliverance, O LORD|strong="H3069";
I find delight in your law.
175May I live and praise you!
May your regulations help me!
176 I have wandered off like a lost sheep.
Come looking for your servant,
for I do not forget your commands.

120
A song of ascents.
1 In my distress I cried out
to the LORD and he answeredme.
2 I said, “O LORD, rescueme
from those who lie with their lips
and those who deceive with their tongue.
3Howwill he severely punish you,
you deceptive talker?
4Here’s how! With the sharp arrows of warriors,
with arrowheads forged over the hot coals.
5Howmiserable I am!
For I have lived temporarily in Meshech;
I have resided among the tents of Kedar.
6For too long I have had to reside
with those who hate peace.
7 I am committed to peace,
but when I speak, they want to make war.

121
A song of ascents.
1 I look up toward the hills.
Fromwhere does my help come?
2My help comes from the LORD,
the Creator of heaven and earth!
3May he not allow your foot to slip!
May your protector not sleep!
4Look! Israel’s protector
does not sleep or slumber!
5The LORD is your protector;
the LORD is the shade at your right hand.
6The sunwill not harm you by day,
or themoon by night.
7The LORD will protect you from all harm;
he will protect your life.
8The LORD will protect you in all you do,
now and forevermore.

122
A song of ascents, by David.
1 I was glad because they said to me,
“Wewill go to the LORD’s temple.”
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2Our feet are standing
inside your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is a city designed
to accommodate an assembly.
4The tribes go up there,
the tribes of the LORD|strong="H3050",
where it is required that Israel
give thanks to the name of the LORD.
5 Indeed, the leaders sit there on thrones andmake legal decisions,
on the thrones of the house of David.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love her prosper!
7May there be peace inside your defenses,
and prosperity inside your fortresses!
8For the sake of my brothers andmy neighbors
I will say, “May there be peace in you!”
9For the sake of the temple of the LORD our God
I will pray for you to prosper.

123
A song of ascents.
1 I look up toward you,
the one enthroned in heaven.
2Look, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,
as the eyes of a female servant look to the hand of her mistress,
so my eyes will look to the LORD, our God, until he shows us favor.
3 Show us favor, O LORD, show us favor!
For we have had our fill of humiliation, and then some.
4We have had our fill
of the taunts of the self-assured,
of the contempt of the proud.

124
A song of ascents, by David.
1 “If the LORD had not been on our side” –
let Israel say this! –
2 if the LORD had not been on our side,
whenmen attacked us,
3 they would have swallowed us alive,
when their anger raged against us.
4The water would have overpowered us;
the current would have overwhelmed us.
5The raging water
would have overwhelmed us.
6The LORD deserves praise,
for he did not hand us over as prey to their teeth.
7We escaped with our lives, like a bird from a hunter’s snare.
The snare broke, and we escaped.
8Our deliverer is the LORD,
the Creator of heaven and earth.

125
A song of ascents.



Psalms 125:1 435 Psalms 128:1

1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion;
it cannot be upended andwill endure forever.
2As themountains surround Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds his people,
now and forevermore.
3 Indeed, the scepter of a wicked king will not settle
upon the allotted land of the godly.
Otherwise the godly might
do what is wrong.
4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good,
to themorally upright!
5As for those who are bent on traveling a sinful path,
may the LORD remove them, along with those who behave wickedly!
May Israel experience peace!

126
A song of ascents.
1When the LORD restored the well-being of Zion,
we thought we were dreaming.
2At that time we laughed loudly
and shouted for joy.
At that time the nations said,
“The LORD has accomplished great things for these people.”
3The LORD did indeed accomplish great things for us.
Wewere happy.
4O LORD, restore our well-being,
just as the streams in the arid south are replenished.
5Those who shed tears as they plant
will shout for joy when they reap the harvest.
6The one whoweeps as he walks along, carrying his bag of seed,
will certainly come in with a shout of joy, carrying his sheaves of grain.

127
A song of ascents, by Solomon.
1 If the LORD does not build a house,
then those who build it work in vain.
If the LORD does not guard a city,
then the watchman stands guard in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise early, come home late,
and work so hard for your food.
Yes, he can provide for those whom he loves even when they sleep.
3Yes, sons are a gift from the LORD,
the fruit of the womb is a reward.
4 Sons born during one’s youth
are like arrows in a warrior’s hand.
5How blessed is themanwho fills his quiver with them!
They will not be put to shame when they confront enemies at the city

gate.

128
A song of ascents.
1Howblessed is every oneof theLORD’s|strong="H3069" loyal followers,



Psalms 128:2 436 Psalms 130:7

each one who keeps his commands!
2Youwill eat what you worked so hard to grow.
You will be blessed and secure.
3Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
in the inner rooms of your house;
your children will be like olive branches,
as they sit all around your table.
4Yes indeed, the manwho fears the LORD
will be blessed in this way.
5May the LORD bless you from Zion,
that youmight see Jerusalem prosper
all the days of your life,
6and that youmight see your grandchildren.
May Israel experience peace!

129
A song of ascents.
1 “Sincemy youth they have often attackedme,”
let Israel say.
2 “Sincemy youth they have often attackedme,
but they have not defeatedme.
3The plowers plowedmy back;
theymade their furrows long.
4The LORD is just;
he cut the ropes of the wicked.”
5May all who hate Zion
be humiliated and turned back!
6May they be like the grass on the rooftops
which withers before one can even pull it up,
7which cannot fill the reaper’s hand,
or the lap of the one who gathers the grain!
8Those who pass by will not say,
“May you experience the LORD’s blessing!
We pronounce a blessing on you in the name of the LORD.”

130
A song of ascents.
1From the deep water I cry out to you, O LORD.
2O Lord, listen to me!
Pay attention to my plea for mercy!
3 If you, O LORD|strong="H3050", were to keep track of sins,
O Lord, who could stand before you?
4But you are willing to forgive,
so that youmight be honored.
5 I rely on the LORD,
I rely on himwithmywhole being;
I wait for his assuring word.
6 I yearn for the Lord,
more than watchmen do for themorning,
yes, more than watchmen do for themorning.
7O Israel, hope in the LORD,
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for the LORD exhibits loyal love,
and is more than willing to deliver.
8Hewill deliver Israel
from all the consequences of their sins.

131
A song of ascents, by David.
1O LORD, my heart is not proud,
nor do I have a haughty look.
I do not have great aspirations,
or concernmyself with things that are beyondme.
2 Indeed I am composed and quiet,
like a young child carried by its mother;
I am content like the young child I carry.
3O Israel, hope in the LORD
now and forevermore!

132
A song of ascents.
1O LORD, for David’s sake remember
all his strenuous effort,
2and how hemade a vow to the LORD,
and swore an oath to the powerful ruler of Jacob.
3He said, “I will not enter my own home,
or get into my bed.
4 I will not allowmy eyes to sleep,
or my eyelids to slumber,
5until I find a place for the LORD,
a fine dwelling place for the powerful ruler of Jacob.”
6Look, we heard about it in Ephrathah,
we found it in the territory of Jaar.
7Let us go to his dwelling place!
Let us worship before his footstool!
8Ascend, O LORD, to your resting place,
you and the ark of your strength!
9May your priests be clothed with integrity!
May your loyal followers shout for joy!
10For the sake of David, your servant,
do not reject your chosen king!
11The LORDmade a reliable promise to David;
he will not go back on his word.
He said, “I will place one of your descendants on your throne.
12 If your sons keepmy covenant
and the rules I teach them,
their sons will also sit on your throne forever.”
13Certainly the LORD has chosen Zion;
he decided to make it his home.
14He said, “This will be my resting place forever;
I will live here, for I have chosen it.
15 I will abundantly supply what she needs;
I will give her poor all the food they need.
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16 I will protect her priests,
and her godly people will shout exuberantly.
17There I will make David strong;
I have determined that my chosen king’s dynasty will continue.
18 I will humiliate his enemies,
and his crownwill shine.

133
A song of ascents, by David.
1Look! How good and how pleasant it is
when brothers live together!
2 It is like fine oil poured on the head
which flows down the beard –
Aaron’s beard,
and then flows down his garments.
3 It is like the dew of Hermon,
which flows down upon the hills of Zion.
Indeed that is where the LORD has decreed
a blessing will be available – eternal life.

134
A song of ascents.
1Attention! Praise the LORD,
all you servants of the LORD,
who serve in the LORD’s temple during the night.
2Lift your hands toward the sanctuary
and praise the LORD!
3May the LORD, the Creator of heaven and earth,
bless you from Zion!

135
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the name of the LORD!
Offer praise, you servants of the LORD,
2who serve in the LORD’s temple,
in the courts of the temple of our God.
3Praise the LORD|strong="H3050", for the LORD is good!
Sing praises to his name, for it is pleasant!
4 Indeed, the LORD|strong="H3050" has chosen Jacob for himself,
Israel to be his special possession.
5Yes, I know the LORD is great,
and our Lord is superior to all gods.
6He does whatever he pleases
in heaven and on earth,
in the seas and all the ocean depths.
7He causes the clouds to arise from the end of the earth,
makes lightning bolts accompany the rain,
and brings the wind out of his storehouses.
8He struck down the firstborn of Egypt,
including bothmen and animals.
9He performed awesome deeds and acts of judgment
in yourmidst, O Egypt,
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against Pharaoh and all his servants.
10He defeatedmany nations,
and killedmighty kings –
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
and Og, king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan.
12He gave their land as an inheritance,
as an inheritance to Israel his people.
13O LORD, your name endures,
your reputation, O LORD, lasts.
14For the LORD vindicates his people,
and has compassion on his servants.
15The nations’ idols are made of silver and gold,
they are man-made.
16They havemouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but cannot see,
17and ears, but cannot hear.
Indeed, they cannot breathe.
18Those whomake themwill end up like them,
as will everyone who trusts in them.
19O family of Israel, praise the LORD!
O family of Aaron, praise the LORD!
20O family of Levi, praise the LORD!
You loyal followers of the LORD, praise the LORD!
21The LORD deserves praise in Zion –
he who dwells in Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

136
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his loyal love endures.
2Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his loyal love endures.
3Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his loyal love endures,
4 to the one who performsmagnificent, amazing deeds all by himself,
for his loyal love endures,
5 to the one who used wisdom tomake the heavens,
for his loyal love endures,
6 to the one who spread out the earth over the water,
for his loyal love endures,
7 to the one whomade the great lights,
for his loyal love endures,
8 the sun to rule by day,
for his loyal love endures,
9 the moon and stars to rule by night,
for his loyal love endures,
10 to the one who struck down the firstborn of Egypt,
for his loyal love endures,
11and led Israel out from their midst,
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for his loyal love endures,
12with a strong hand and an outstretched arm,
for his loyal love endures,
13 to the one who divided the Red Sea in two,
for his loyal love endures,
14and led Israel through its midst,
for his loyal love endures,
15and tossed Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea,
for his loyal love endures,
16 to the one who led his people through the wilderness,
for his loyal love endures,
17 to the one who struck down great kings,
for his loyal love endures,
18and killed powerful kings,
for his loyal love endures,
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
for his loyal love endures,
20Og, king of Bashan,
for his loyal love endures,
21and gave their land as an inheritance,
for his loyal love endures,
22as an inheritance to Israel his servant,
for his loyal love endures,
23 to the one who remembered us whenwewere down,
for his loyal love endures,
24and snatched us away from our enemies,
for his loyal love endures,
25 to the one who gives food to all living things,
for his loyal love endures.
26Give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his loyal love endures!

137
1By the rivers of Babylon
we sit down andweep
whenwe remember Zion.
2On the poplars in her midst
we hang our harps,
3 for there our captors ask us to compose songs;
those whomock us demand that we be happy, saying:
“Sing for us a song about Zion!”
4How canwe sing a song to the LORD
in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
maymy right hand be crippled!
6Maymy tongue stick to the roof of mymouth,
if I do not remember you,
and do not give Jerusalem priority
over whatever gives me themost joy.
7Remember, O LORD, what the Edomites did
on the day Jerusalem fell.
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They said, “Tear it down, tear it down,
right to its very foundation!”
8O daughter Babylon, soon to be devastated!
How blessed will be the one who repays you
for what you dished out to us!
9How blessed will be the one who grabs your babies
and smashes them on a rock!

138
By David.
1 I will give you thanks with all my heart;
before the heavenly assembly I will sing praises to you.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple,
and give thanks to your name,
because of your loyal love and faithfulness,
for you have exalted your promise above the entire sky.
3When I cried out for help, you answeredme.
Youmademe bold and energizedme.
4Let all the kings of the earth give thanks to you, O LORD,
when they hear the words you speak.
5Let them sing about the LORD’s deeds,
for the LORD’s splendor is magnificent.
6Though the LORD is exalted, he takes note of the lowly,
and recognizes the proud from far away.
7Evenwhen I must walk in themidst of danger, you revive me.
You opposemy angry enemies,
and your right hand delivers me.
8The LORD avenges me.
O LORD, your loyal love endures.
Do not abandon those whom you havemade!

139
For themusic director, a psalm of David.
1O LORD, you examineme and know.
2You knowwhen I sit down andwhen I get up;
even from far away you understandmymotives.
3You carefully observemewhen I travel or when I lie down to rest;
you are aware of everything I do.
4Certainly my tongue does not frame a word
without you, O LORD, being thoroughly aware of it.
5You squeezeme in from behind and in front;
you place your hand onme.
6Your knowledge is beyondmy comprehension;
it is so far beyondme, I am unable to fathom it.
7Where can I go to escape your spirit?
Where can I flee to escape your presence?
8 If I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there.
If I were to sprawl out in Sheol, there you would be.
9 If I were to fly away on the wings of the dawn,
and settle down on the other side of the sea,
10 even there your handwould guideme,
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your right handwould grab hold of me.
11 If I were to say, “Certainly the darkness will cover me,
and the light will turn to night all aroundme,”
12 even the darkness is not too dark for you to see,
and the night is as bright as day;
darkness and light are the same to you.
13Certainly youmademymind and heart;
you woveme together inmymother’s womb.
14 I will give you thanks because your deeds are awesome and amazing.
You knewme thoroughly;
15my bones were not hidden from you,
when I wasmade in secret
and sewed together in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes sawmewhen I was inside the womb.
All the days ordained for me
were recorded in your scroll
before one of them came into existence.
17How difficult it is for me to fathom your thoughts about me, O God!
How vast is their sum total!
18 If I tried to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand.
Even if I finished counting them,
I would still have to contend with you.
19 If only you would kill the wicked, O God!
Get away fromme, you violent men!
20They rebel against you and act deceitfully;
your enemies lie.
21O LORD, do I not hate those who hate you,
and despise those who oppose you?
22 I absolutely hate them,
they have becomemy enemies!
23Examineme, and probemy thoughts!
Test me, and knowmy concerns!
24 See if there is any idolatrous tendency inme,
and leadme in the reliable ancient path!

140
For themusic director; a psalm of David.
1O LORD, rescueme fromwickedmen!
Protect me from violent men,
2who plan ways to harmme.
All day long they stir up conflict.
3Their tongues wound like a serpent;
a viper’s venom is behind their lips. (Selah)
4O LORD, shelter me from the power of the wicked!
Protect me from violent men,
who plan to knockme over.
5Proudmen hide a snare for me;
evil men spread a net by the path;
they set traps for me. (Selah)
6 I say to the LORD, “You aremy God.”
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O LORD, pay attention to my plea for mercy!
7O sovereign LORD, my strong deliverer,
you shield my head in the day of battle.
8O LORD, do not let the wicked have their way!
Do not allow their plan to succeed when they attack! (Selah)
9As for the heads of those who surroundme –
may the harm done by their lips overwhelm them!
10May he rain down fiery coals upon them!
May he throw them into the fire!
From bottomless pits they will not escape.
11A slanderer will not endure on the earth;
calamity will hunt down a violent man and strike him down.
12 I know that the LORD defends the cause of the oppressed
and vindicates the poor.
13Certainly the godly will give thanks to your name;
themorally upright will live in your presence.

141
A psalm of David.
1O LORD, I cry out to you. Come quickly to me!
Pay attention to mewhen I cry out to you!
2May you accept my prayer like incense,
my uplifted hands like the evening offering!
3O LORD, place a guard onmymouth!
Protect the opening of my lips!
4Do not let me have evil desires,
or participate in sinful activities
withmenwho behave wickedly.
I will not eat their delicacies.
5May the godly strike me in love and correct me!
Maymy head not refuse choice oil!
Indeed, my prayer is a witness against their evil deeds.
6They will be thrown down the side of a cliff by their judges.
They will listen to mywords, for they are pleasant.
7As when one plows and breaks up the soil,
so our bones are scattered at themouth of Sheol.
8 Surely I am looking to you, O sovereign LORD.
In you I take shelter.
Do not exposeme to danger!
9Protect me from the snare they have laid for me,
and the traps the evildoers have set.
10Let the wicked fall into their own nets,
while I escape.

142
Awell-written song by David, when he was in the cave; a prayer.
1To the LORD I cry out;
to the LORD I plead for mercy.
2 I pour out my lament before him;
I tell him about my troubles.
3Evenwhenmy strength leaves me,
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you watchmy footsteps.
In the path where I walk
they have hidden a trap for me.
4Look to the right and see!
No one cares about me.
I have nowhere to run;
no one is concerned about my life.
5 I cry out to you, O LORD;
I say, “You aremy shelter,
my security in the land of the living.”
6Listen to my cry for help,
for I am in serious trouble!
Rescueme from those who chaseme,
for they are stronger than I am.
7Freeme from prison,
that I may give thanks to your name.
Because of me the godly will assemble,
for you will vindicate me.

143
A psalm of David.
1O LORD, hear my prayer!
Pay attention to my plea for help!
Because of your faithfulness and justice, answerme!
2Do not sit in judgment on your servant,
for no one alive is innocent before you.
3Certainly my enemies chase me.
They smashme into the ground.
They force me to live in dark regions,
like those who have been dead for ages.
4My strength leaves me;
I am absolutely shocked.
5 I recall the old days;
I meditate on all you have done;
I reflect on your accomplishments.
6 I spreadmy hands out to you in prayer;
my soul thirsts for you in a parched land.
7Answerme quickly, LORD!
My strength is fading.
Do not reject me,
or I will join those descending into the grave.
8May I hear about your loyal love in themorning,
for I trust in you.
Showme the way I should go,
because I long for you.
9Rescueme frommy enemies, O LORD!
I run to you for protection.
10Teachme to do what pleases you,
for you aremy God.
May your kind presence
leadme into a level land.



Psalms 143:11 445 Psalms 144:15

11O LORD, for the sake of your reputation, revive me!
Because of your justice, rescueme from trouble!
12As a demonstration of your loyal love, destroymy enemies!
Annihilate all who threatenmy life,
for I am your servant.

144
By David.
1The LORD, my protector, deserves praise –
the one who trains my hands for battle,
andmy fingers for war,
2who loves me and is my stronghold,
my refuge andmy deliverer,
my shield and the one in whom I take shelter,
whomakes nations submit to me.
3O LORD|strong="H3069", of what importance is the human race, that

you should notice them?
Of what importance is mankind, that you should be concerned about

them?
4People are like a vapor,
their days like a shadow that disappears.
5O LORD, make the sky sink and come down!
Touch themountains andmake them smolder!
6Hurl lightning bolts and scatter them!
Shoot your arrows and rout them!
7Reach down from above!
Grabme and rescueme from the surging water,
from the power of foreigners,
8who speak lies,
andmake false promises.
9O God, I will sing a new song to you!
Accompanied by a ten-stringed instrument, I will sing praises to you,
10 the one who delivers kings,
and rescued David his servant from a deadly sword.
11Grabme and rescueme from the power of foreigners,
who speak lies,
andmake false promises.
12Then our sons will be like plants,
that quickly grow to full size.
Our daughters will be like corner pillars,
carved like those in a palace.
13Our storehouses will be full,
providing all kinds of food.
Our sheep will multiply by the thousands
and fill our pastures.
14Our cattle will be weighted downwith produce.
No one will break through our walls,
no one will be taken captive,
and there will be no terrified cries in our city squares.
15How blessed are the people who experience these things!
How blessed are the people whose God is the LORD!
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145
A psalm of praise, by David.
1 I will extol you, my God, O king!
I will praise your name continually!
2Every day I will praise you!
I will praise your name continually!
3The LORD is great and certainly worthy of praise!
No one can fathom his greatness!
4One generation will praise your deeds to another,
and tell about yourmighty acts!
5 I will focus on your honor andmajestic splendor,
and your amazing deeds!
6They will proclaim the power of your awesome acts!
I will declare your great deeds!
7They will talk about the fame of your great kindness,
and sing about your justice.
8The LORD is merciful and compassionate;
he is patient and demonstrates great loyal love.
9The LORD is good to all,
and has compassion on all he has made.
10All he has made will give thanks to the LORD.
Your loyal followers will praise you.
11They will proclaim the splendor of your kingdom;
they will tell about your power,
12 so that mankindmight acknowledge yourmighty acts,
and themajestic splendor of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom,
and your dominion endures through all generations. 14
The LORD supports all who fall,
and lifts up all who are bent over.
15Everything looks to you in anticipation,
and you provide themwith food on a regular basis.
16You open your hand,
and fill every living thing with the food they desire.
17The LORD is just in all his actions,
and exhibits love in all he does.
18The LORD is near all who cry out to him,
all who cry out to him sincerely.
19He satisfies the desire of his loyal followers;
he hears their cry for help and delivers them.
20The LORD protects those who love him,
but he destroys all the wicked.
21Mymouth will praise the LORD.
Let all who live praise his holy name forever!

146
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the LORD, Omy soul!
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live!
I will sing praises to my God as long as I exist!
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3Do not trust in princes,
or in human beings, who cannot deliver!
4Their life’s breath departs, they return to the ground;
on that day their plans die.
5How blessed is the one whose helper is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
6 the one whomade heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who remains forever faithful,
7vindicates the oppressed,
and gives food to the hungry.
The LORD releases the imprisoned.
8The LORD gives sight to the blind.
The LORD lifts up all who are bent over.
The LORD loves the godly.
9The LORD protects those residing outside their native land;
he lifts up the fatherless and the widow,
but he opposes the wicked.
10The LORD rules forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout the generations to come!
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

147
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050",
for it is good to sing praises to our God!
Yes, praise is pleasant and appropriate!
2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers the exiles of Israel.
3He heals the brokenhearted,
and bandages their wounds.
4He counts the number of the stars;
he names all of them.
5Our Lord is great and has awesome power;
there is no limit to his wisdom.
6The LORD lifts up the oppressed,
but knocks the wicked to the ground.
7Offer to the LORD a song of thanks!
Sing praises to our God to the accompaniment of a harp!
8He covers the sky with clouds,
provides the earth with rain,
and causes grass to grow on the hillsides.
9He gives food to the animals,
and to the young ravens when they chirp.
10He is not enamored with the strength of a horse,
nor is he impressed by the warrior’s strong legs.
11The LORD takes delight in his faithful followers,
and in those whowait for his loyal love.
12Extol the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
13For hemakes the bars of your gates strong.
He blesses your children within you.
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14He brings peace to your territory.
He abundantly provides for you the best grain.
15He sends his command through the earth;
swiftly his order reaches its destination.
16He sends the snow that is white like wool;
he spreads the frost that is white like ashes.
17He throws his hailstones like crumbs.
Who can withstand the cold wind he sends?
18He then orders it all to melt;
he breathes on it, and the water flows.
19He proclaims his word to Jacob,
his statutes and regulations to Israel.
20He has not done so with any other nation;
they are not aware of his regulations.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

148
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the LORD from the sky!
Praise him in the heavens!
2Praise him, all his angels!
Praise him, all his heavenly assembly!
3Praise him, O sun andmoon!
Praise him, all you shiny stars!
4Praise him, O highest heaven,
and youwaters above the sky!
5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for he gave the command and they came into existence.
6He established them so they would endure;
he issued a decree that will not be revoked.
7Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea creatures and all you ocean depths,
8O fire and hail, snow and clouds,
O stormywind that carries out his orders,
9youmountains and all you hills,
you fruit trees and all you cedars,
10you animals and all you cattle,
you creeping things and birds,
11you kings of the earth and all you nations,
you princes and all you leaders on the earth,
12you youngmen and young women,
you elderly, along with you children!
13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;
his majesty extends over the earth and sky.
14He hasmade his people victorious,
and given all his loyal followers reason to praise –
the Israelites, the people who are close to him.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

149
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
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Sing to the LORD a new song!
Praise him in the assembly of the godly!
2Let Israel rejoice in their Creator!
Let the people of Zion delight in their king!
3Let them praise his namewith dancing!
Let them sing praises to him to the accompaniment of the tambourine

and harp!
4For the LORD takes delight in his people;
he exalts the oppressed by delivering them.
5Let the godly rejoice because of their vindication!
Let them shout for joy upon their beds!
6May they praise God
while they hold a two-edged sword in their hand,
7 in order to take revenge on the nations,
and punish foreigners.
8They bind their kings in chains,
and their nobles in iron shackles,
9andexecute the judgment towhich their enemieshavebeen sentenced.
All his loyal followers will be vindicated.
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!

150
1Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise God in his sanctuary!
Praise him in the sky, which testifies to his strength!
2Praise him for his mighty acts!
Praise him for his surpassing greatness!
3Praise himwith the blast of the horn!
Praise himwith the lyre and the harp!
4Praise himwith the tambourine and with dancing!
Praise himwith stringed instruments and the flute!
5Praise himwith loud cymbals!
Praise himwith clanging cymbals!
6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
Praise the LORD|strong="H3050"!
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