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The
Good News According to

John
Introduction

1 In the beginning theWord was;
and theWord was with God;
and theWord was God.

2Hewas in the beginning with God;
3 through him all things came into being,
and nothing came into being apart from him.

4That which came into being in himwas life;
and the life was the light of humanity;
5and the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness never overpowered it.

6 There appeared a man sent from God, whose
namewas John;

7he came as a witness – to bear witness to the
light

so that through him everyonemight believe.
8Hewas not the light,

but he came to bear witness to the light.
9 That was the true light which enlightens every-

one coming into the world.
10Hewas in the world;

and through him the world came into being –
yet the world did not know him.

11He came to his own –
yet his own did not receive him.

12But to all who did receive him he gave power to
become children of God –
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to those who believe in his name.
13 For not to natural conception, nor to human

instincts, nor to human will did they owe
the new life,

but to God.
14And theWord becamehuman, and lived among

us,
(We saw his glory – the glory of the Only Son
sent from the Father),

full of love and truth.
15 (John bears witness to him; he cried aloud – for

it was he who spoke –
‘Hewho is coming afterme is now beforeme,
for he was ever first’);

16out of his fullness we have all received
gift after gift of love;

17 for the Lawwas given throughMoses,
love and truth came through Jesus Christ.

18No one has ever yet seen God;
God the only Son, who is ever with the Father

–
he has revealed him.

The Preparation
19When the religious authorities in Jerusalem

sent some Priests and Levites to ask John – ‘Who
are you?’, 20he told them clearly and simply, ‘I am
not the Christ.’

21 ‘What then?’ they asked. ‘Are you Elijah?’
‘No,’ he said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you “the prophet”?’ He answered, ‘No.’
22 ‘Who then are you?’ they continued. ‘Tell us

so that we have an answer to give to those who
have sent us. What do you say about yourself?’

23 ‘I,’ he answered, ‘am –
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“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
make a straight road for the Lord”,

as the prophet Isaiah said.’
24Thesemen had been sent from the Pharisees;

25 and their next question was, ‘Why then do you
baptize, if you are not the Christ or Elijah or “the
prophet”?’ 26 John’s answer was – ‘I baptize with
water, but among you stands one whom you do
not know; 27 he is coming after me, yet I am
not worthy even to unfasten his sandal.’ 28 This
happened at Bethany, across the Jordan, where
Johnwas baptizing.

29The next day John saw Jesus coming towards
him, and exclaimed, ‘Here is the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 I was
talking about him when I said “After me there is
coming a man who ranks ahead of me, because
before I was born he already was.” 31 I did not
knowwhohewas, but I have come baptizingwith
water to make him known to Israel.’ 32 John also
said:

‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven like
a dove and rest on him. 33 I myself did not know
him, but he who sent me to baptize with water,
he said to me “He on whom you see the Spirit
descending, and remaining on him – he it is who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34 This I have seen
myself, and Ihavedeclaredmybelief that he is the
Son of God.’

35 The next day, when John was standing with
two of his disciples, 36 he looked at Jesus as he
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passed and exclaimed, ‘There is the Lamb of God!’
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and fol-
lowed Jesus. 38 But Jesus turned round, and saw
them following. ‘What are you looking for?’ he
asked. ‘Rabbi,’ they answered (or, as we should
say, “Teacher”), ‘where are you staying?’

39 ‘Come, and you will see,’ he replied. So they
went, and saw where he was staying, and spent
that day with him.
It was then about four in the afternoon. 40One

of the two, who heard what John said and fol-
lowed Jesus, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
41He first found his own brother Simon, and said
to him, ‘We have found the Messiah!’ (a word
which means “Christ,” or “Consecrated”.) 42 Then
he brought him to Jesus. Looking straight at him,
Jesus said, ‘You are Simon, the son of John; you
will be called Cephas’ (which means “Peter,” or
“Rock”). 43 The following day Jesus decided to
leave for Galilee. He found Philip, and said to
him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Philip was from Bethsaida,
the same town as Andrew and Peter. 45He found
Nathanael and said to him, ‘Wehave found himof
whom Moses wrote in the Law, and of whom the
prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, Joseph’s
son!’

46 ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’
asked Nathanael. ‘Come and see,’ replied Philip.
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards
him, he said, ‘Here is a true Israelite, in whom
there is no deceit!’

48 ‘How do you know me?’ asked Nathanael.
‘Even before Philip called you,’ replied Jesus,
‘when youwere under the fig tree, I saw you.’
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49 ‘Rabbi,’ Nathanael exclaimed, ‘you are the
Son of God, you are king of Israel!’

50 ‘Do you believe in me,’ asked Jesus, ‘because
I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You
will see greater things than those! 51 In truth I tell
you,’ he added, ‘you will all see heaven open, and
the angels of God ascending and descending on
the Son of Man.’

2
TheWork in Judaea, Galilee and Samaria

1 Two days after this there was a wedding at
Cana in Galilee, and Jesus’ mother was there.
2 Jesus himself, too, with his disciples, was invited
to the wedding. 3 And, when the wine ran short,
his mother said to him, ‘They have no wine left.’

4 ‘What do you want with me?’ answered Jesus.
‘Mytimehasnot comeyet.’ 5Hismother said to the
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6There were
standing there six stonewater-jars, in accordance
with the Jewish rule of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons.

7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the water-jars
with water.’ 8 And, when they had filled them
to the brim, he added, ‘Now take some out, and
carry it to the Master of the feast.’ The servants
did so. 9 And, when the Master of the feast had
tasted thewaterwhichhadnowbecomewine, not
knowing where it had come from – although the
servantswhohad takenout thewaterknew – 10He
called the groom and said to him, ‘Everyone puts
good wine on the table first, and inferior wine
afterwards, when his guests have drunk freely;
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but you have kept back the good wine till now!’
11 This, the first sign of his mission, Jesus gave at
Cana in Galilee, and by it revealed his glory; and
his disciples believed in him.

12 After this, Jesus went down to Capernaum –
he, his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; but
they stayed there only a few days.

13 Then, as the Jewish Passover was near, Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the Temple Courts he
found people who were selling bullocks, sheep,
and pigeons, and the money changers at their
counters. 15Sohemadeawhipof cords, anddrove
them all out of the Temple Courts, and the sheep
and bullocks as well; he scattered the money of
the money changers, and overturned their ta-
bles, 16 and said to the pigeon-dealers, ‘Take these
things away. Do not turn my Father’s house into
a market house.’ 17 His disciples remembered
that scripture said – “Passion for your house will
consumeme.”

18 Then some of the religious authorities asked
Jesus, ‘What sign are you going to show us, since
you act in this way?’

19 ‘Destroy this temple,’ was his answer, ‘and I
will raise it in three days.’

20 ‘This Temple,’ the authorities replied, ‘has
been forty-six years inbuilding, andare yougoing
to “raise it in three days”?’ 21But Jesus was speak-
ing of his body as a temple. 22 Afterwards, when
he had risen from the dead, his disciples remem-
bered that he had said this; and they believed the
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passage of scripture, and the words which Jesus
had spoken.

23 While Jesus was in Jerusalem, during the
Passover Festival, many came to trust in him,
when they saw the signs of hismission that hewas
giving. 24 But Jesus did not put himself in their
power because he knewwhat was in their hearts.
25Hedid not need anyone to tell him about people
because he could read what was in them.

3
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus,

who was a leading man among his people. 2 This
man came to Jesus by night, and said to him,
‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God; for no one could give such signs as you are
giving, unless God were with him.’

3 ‘In truth I tell you,’ exclaimed Jesus, ‘unless a
person is reborn, they cannot see the kingdom of
God.’

4 ‘Howcanaperson,’ askedNicodemus, ‘beborn
when they are old? Can they be born a second
time?’

5 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘unless a
person owes their birth to water and Spirit, they
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6All that owes
its birth to human nature is human, and all that
owes its birth to the Spirit is spiritual. 7 Do not
wonder at my telling you that you all need to be
reborn. 8The wind blows wherever it wants, and
you can hear the sound it makes, but you do not
know where it comes from, or where it goes; it is
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the samewith everyonewho owes his birth to the
Spirit.’

9 ‘Howcan that be?’ askedNicodemus. 10 ‘What!
You a teacher of Israel,’ exclaimed Jesus, ‘and yet
do not understand this! 11 In truth I tell you
that we speak of what we know, and state what
we have seen; and yet you do not accept our
statements. 12 If, when I tell you earthly things,
you do not believe me, how will you believe me
when I tell you of heavenly things? 13No one has
ascended to heaven, except him who descended
from heaven – the Son of Man himself. 14And, as
Moses liftedup the snake in thedesert, somust the
Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that everyone who
believes in himmay have eternal life.’

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not be lost, but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but so that the world might be
saved through him. 18The personwho believes in
himescapes condemnation,while thepersonwho
does not believe in him is already condemned,
because they have not believed in the only Son
of God. 19 The ground of their condemnation
is this, that though the light has come into the
world, people preferred the darkness to the light,
because their actions were wicked. 20 For the
person who lives an evil life hates the light, and
will not come to it, fearing that their actions will
be exposed; 21 but the person who lives by the
truth comes into the light, so it can be clearly seen
that God is in all they do.
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22 After this, Jesus went with his disciples into
the country parts of Judea; and there he stayed
with them, and baptized. 23 John, also, was bap-
tizing at Aenon near Salim, because there were
many streams there; and people were constantly
coming and being baptized. 24 (For John had not
yet been imprisoned). 25Now a discussion arose
between some of John’s disciples and a fellow Jew
on the subject of purification; 26 and the disciples
came to John and said, ‘Rabbi, the man who was
with you on the other side of the Jordan, and to
whom you have yourself borne testimony – he,
also, is baptizing, and everybody is going to him.’
27 John’s answer was – ‘A person can gain nothing
but what is given them from heaven. 28 You are
yourselves witnesses that I said “I am not the
Christ,” but “I have been sent before him as a
messenger.” 29 It is the groom who has the bride;
but the groom’s friend, who stands by and listens
tohim, isfilledwith joywhenhehears thegroom’s
voice. This joy I have felt to the full. 30He must
become greater, and I less.’

31Hewho comes fromabove is above all others;
but a child of earth is earthly, and his teaching is
earthly, too. He who comes from heaven is above
all others. 32He states what he has seen and what
he heard, and yet no one accepts his statement.
33 They who did accept his statement confirm the
fact that God is true. 34 For he whom God sent
as his messenger gives us God’s own teaching, for
God does not limit the gift of the Spirit. 35 The
Father loves his Son, and has put everything in
his hands. 36 The person who believes in the Son
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haseternal life,whileapersonwhorejects theSon
willnot evensee that life, but remainsunderGod’s
displeasure.

4
1 Now, when the Master heard that the Phar-

isees had been told that he was making and bap-
tizing more disciples than John 2 (Though it was
not Jesus himself, but his disciples, whobaptized),
3 he left Judea, and set out again for Galilee. 4He
had to pass through Samaria, 5and, on hisway, he
came to a Samaritan town called Shechem, near
the plot of land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s Spring was there, and Jesus, being tired
after his journey, sat down beside the spring, just
as hewas. Itwas thenaboutmidday. 7Awomanof
Samaria came todrawwater; and Jesus said toher
– ‘Give me some to drink,’ 8 For his disciples had
gone into the towntobuy food. 9 ‘Howis it,’ replied
theSamaritanwoman, ‘that youwhoarea Jewask
forwater from a Samaritanwoman likeme?’ (For
Jews do not associate with Samaritans). 10 ‘If you
knew of the gift of God,’ replied Jesus, ‘and who it
is that is saying to you “Give me some water,” you
would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water.’

11 ‘You have no bucket, Sir, and the well is deep,’
she said. ‘Where did you get that “living water?”
12 Surely you are not greater than our ancestor
Jacobwhogaveus thewell, andused todrink from
it himself, and his sons, and his cattle!’
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13 ‘All who drink of this water,’ replied Jesus,
‘will be thirsty again; 14 but whoever once drinks
of the water that I will give him will never thirst
any more; but the water that I will give him will
become a spring welling upwithin him – a source
of eternal life.’

15 ‘Give me this water, Sir,’ said the woman, ‘so
that I may not be thirsty, nor have to come all the
way here to drawwater.’

16 ‘Go and call your husband,’ said Jesus, ‘and
then come back.’

17 ‘I have no husband,’ answered the woman.
‘You are right in saying “I have no husband,” ’
replied Jesus, 18 ‘For you have had five husbands,
and themanwithwhom you are now living is not
yourhusband; in saying that, youhave spoken the
truth.’

19 ‘I see, Sir, that you are a prophet!’ exclaimed
the woman. 20 ‘It was on this mountain that our
ancestors worshiped; and yet you Jews say that
the proper place for worship is in Jerusalem.’

21 ‘Believe me,’ replied Jesus, ‘a time is coming
when it will be neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem that youwill worship the Father. 22You
Samaritans do not know what you worship; we
knowwhat weworship, for salvation comes from
the Jews. 23 But a time is coming, indeed it is
already here, when the true worshipers will wor-
ship the Father spiritually and truly; for such are
the worshipers that the Father desires. 24 God is
Spirit; and those who worship him must worship
spiritually and truly.’
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25 ‘I know,’ answered the woman, ‘that the Mes-
siah, who is called the Christ, is coming; when
once he has come, he will tell us everything.’

26 ‘I amhe,’ Jesus said to her, ‘I who am speaking
to you.’ 27 At this moment his disciples came up,
and were surprised to find him talking with a
woman; but none of them asked “What do you
want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So
the woman, leaving her pitcher, went back to the
town, and said to the people, 29 ‘Come and see
someone who has told me everything that I have
done. Can he be the Christ?’ 30And the people left
the town andwent to see Jesus.

31Meanwhile the disciples kept saying to him,
‘Take something to eat, Rabbi.’

32 ‘I have food toeat,’heanswered, ‘ofwhichyou
know nothing.’

33 ‘Can anyone have brought him anything to
eat?’ the disciples said to one another. 34 ‘My
food,’ replied Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who
sent me, and to complete his work. 35 Don’t you
say that it still wants four months to harvest?
Why, look up, and see howwhite the fields are for
harvest! 36Already the reaper is receiving wages
and gathering in sheaves for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper rejoice together. 37For here the
proverb holds good – “One sows, another reaps.”
38 I have sent you to reap that on which you have
spent no labour; others have laboured, and you
have reaped the results of their labour.’

39 Many from that town came to believe in Je-
sus – Samaritans though they were – because the
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woman had said, “He has told me everything that
I have done.” 40And, when these Samaritans had
come to Jesus, they begged him to stay with them,
and he stayed there two days. 41 But far more
came to believe in him because of what he said
himself, 42 and they said to the woman, ‘It is no
longer because of what you say that we believe in
him, for we have heard him ourselves and know
that he really is the Saviour of the world.’

43After these two days Jesus went on to Galilee;
44 for he himself declared that “a prophet is not
honoured in his own country.” 45 When he en-
tered Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, for
they had seen all that he did at Jerusalem during
the Festival, at which they also had been present.
46 So Jesus came again to Cana in Galilee, where
he had turned the water into wine. Now there
was one of the king’s officers whose sonwas lying
ill at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that
Jesus had returned from Judea to Galilee, hewent
to him, and begged him to come down and cure
his son; for he was at the point of death. 48 Jesus
answered, ‘Unless you all see signs and wonders,
you will not believe.’

49 ‘Sir,’ said the officer, ‘come down before my
child dies.’ And Jesus answered, ‘Go, your son
is living.’ 50 The man believed what Jesus said
to him, and went; 51 and, while he was on his
way down, his servants met him, and told him
that his child was living. 52 So he asked them at
what time the boy began to get better. ‘It was
yesterday, about one o’clock,’ they said, ‘that the
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fever left him.’ 53 By this the father knew that
it was at the very time when Jesus had said to
him “Your son is living”; and he himself, with all
his household, believed in Jesus. 54 This was the
second occasion on which Jesus gave a sign of his
mission on coming from Judea to Galilee.

5
1 Sometime after this there was a Jewish Fes-

tival; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 There
is in Jerusalem, near the sheep-gate, a bath with
five colonnades round it. It is called in Hebrew
“Bethesda.” 3 In these colonnades a large num-
ber of sick people were lying – blind, lame, and
crippled. 4 * 5One man who was there had been
crippled for thirty-eight years. 6 Jesus saw the
man lying there, and, finding that he had been in
this state a long time, said to him, ‘Do you wish to
be cured?’

7 ‘I have no one, Sir,’ the sick man answered, ‘to
put me into the bath when there is a troubling of
the water, and, while I am getting to it, someone
else steps down before me.’

8 ‘Stand up,’ said Jesus, ‘take up your mat, and
walk.’ 9Themanwas cured immediately, and took
up his mat and began walking. 10Now it was the
Sabbath. So the religious authorities said to the

* 5:4 Some later manuscripts add: for an angel of the Lord went
down at certain times into the pool, and stirred up the water. The
first person to step in after the stirring of the water was healed of
whatever disease they had.
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manwhohadbeencured, ‘This is theSabbath; you
must not carry yourmat.’

11 ‘The man who cured me,’ he answered, ‘said
to me “Take up yourmat and walk.” ’

12 ‘Who was it,’ they asked, ‘that said to you
“Take up your mat and walk”?’ 13 But the man
who had been restored did not know who it was;
for Jesus had moved away, because there was a
crowd there. 14Afterwards Jesus found theman in
the Temple Courts, and said to him, ‘You are cured
now; do not sin again, or something worse may
happen to you.’

15 The man went away, and told the authorities
that it was Jesus who had cured him. 16And that
was why they began to persecute Jesus – because
he did things of this kind on the Sabbath. 17 But
Jesus replied, ‘My Father works to this very hour,
and I work also.’ 18 This made the authorities all
the more eager to kill him, because not only was
he doing away with the Sabbath, but he actually
called God his own Father – putting himself on an
equality with God.

19So Jesusmade this further reply, ‘In truth I tell
you, the Son can do nothing of himself; he does
only what he sees the Father doing; whatever the
Father does, the Son does also. 20 For the Father
loves his Son, and shows him everything that he
is doing; and he will show him still greater things
– so that you will be filled with wonder. 21 For,
just as the Father raises the dead and gives them
life, so also the Son gives life to whom he pleases.
22 The Father himself does not judge any one, but
has entrusted the work of judging entirely to his
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Son, 23 so that everyone may honour the Son, just
as they honour the Father. The person who does
not honour the Son fails to honour the Fatherwho
sent him. 24 In truth I tell you that the personwho
listens to my message and believes him who sent
me, has eternal life, anddoes not comeunder con-
demnation, but has already passed out of death
into life. 25 In truth I tell you that a time is coming,
indeed it is alreadyhere,when thedeadwill listen
to the voice of the Son of God, and when those
who listen will live. 26 For, just as the Father has
inherent life within him, so also he has granted to
the Son to have inherent life within him; 27 and,
because he is Son of Man, he has also given him
authority to act as judge. 28Do not wonder at this;
for the time is coming when all who are in their
graves will hear his voice, 29 and will come out –
thosewho have done good rising to life, and those
whohave lived evil lives rising for condemnation.
30 I candonothingofmyself; I judgeas I amtaught;
and the judgment that I give is just, because my
aim is not to do my own will, but the will of him
who sent me.

31 ‘If I bear testimony to myself, my testimony
is not trustworthy; 32 it is another who bears
testimony to me, and I know that the testimony
which he bears to me is trustworthy. 33 You have
yourselves sent to John, and he has testified to the
truth. 34 But the testimony which I receive is not
from people; I am saying this for your salvation.
35Hewas the Lamp thatwas burning and shining,
and you were ready to rejoice, for a time, in his
light. 36 But the testimony which I have is of
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greater weight than John’s; for the work that the
Father has given me to carry out – the work that
I am doing – is in itself proof that the Father has
sent me as his messenger. 37 The Father who has
sent me has himself borne testimony to me. You
have neither listened to his voice, not seen his
form; 38andyouhavenot takenhismessagehome
to your hearts, because you do not believe him
whom he sent as his messenger. 39 You search
the scriptures, because you think that you find
in them immortal life; and, though it is those
scriptures that bear testimony tome, 40you refuse
to come tome to have life.

41 ‘I do not receive honour from people, 42 but
I know this of you, that you have not the love of
God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s
name, and you do not receive me; if another
comes in his own name, you will receive him.
44How can you believe in me, when you receive
honour from one another and do not desire the
honour which comes from the only God? 45 Do
not think that I will accuse you to the Father; your
accuser is Moses, onwhom you have been resting
your hopes. 46 For, had you believed Moses, you
would have believed me, for it was of me that
Moses wrote; 47 but, if you do not believe his
writings, howwill you believemy teaching?’

6
1After this, Jesus crossed the SeaofGalilee –oth-

erwise called the Lake of Tiberias. 2A great crowd
of people, however, followed him, because they
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saw the signs of his mission in his work among
those who were sick. 3 Jesus went up the hill, and
sat down there with his disciples. 4 It was near
the time of the Jewish Festival of the Passover.
5Looking up, and noticing that a great crowdwas
coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where
are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ 6He
said this to test him, for he himself knew what he
meant to do. 7 ‘Even if we spent a years’wages on
bread,’ answered Philip, ‘it would not be enough
for each of them to have a little.’

8 ‘There is a boy here,’ said Andrew, another of
his disciples, Simon Peter’s brother, 9 ‘Who has
fivebarley loaves and twofish; butwhat is that for
so many?’

10 ‘Make the people sit down,’ said Jesus. It was
a grassy spot; so the people, who numbered about
five thousand, sat down, 11 and then Jesus took
the loaves, and, after saying the thanksgiving,
distributed them to those who were sitting down;
and the same with the fish, giving the people
as much as they wanted. 12 When they were
satisfied, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Collect the
broken pieces that are left, so that nothingmay be
wasted.’ 13 The disciples did so, and filled twelve
baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves,
which were left after all had eaten.

14 When the people saw the signs which Jesus
gave, they said, ‘This is certainly the prophet who
was to come into the world.’ 15 But Jesus, having
discovered that they were intending to come and
carry him off tomake himking, went again up the
hill, quite alone.
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16When evening fell, his discipleswent down to
the sea, 17 and, getting into a boat, began to cross
to Capernaum. By this time darkness had set in,
and Jesus had not yet come back to them; 18 the
sea, too, was getting rough, for a strong wind was
blowing. 19When they had rowed three or four
miles, they caught sight of him walking on the
water and approaching the boat, and they were
frightened. 20But Jesus said to them, ‘It is I; do not
be afraid!’ 21And after this they were glad to take
him into the boat; and the boat at once arrived off
the shore, for which they had beenmaking.

22 The people who remained on the other side
of the sea had seen that only one boat had been
there, and that Jesus had not gone into it with
his disciples, but that they had left without him.
23 Some boats, however, had come from Tiberias,
from near the spot where they had eaten the
bread after the Master had said the thanksgiving.
24 So, on the next day, when the people saw that
Jesus was not there, or his disciples either, they
themselves got into the boats, and went to Caper-
naum to look for him. 25 And, when they found
him on the other side of the sea, they said, ‘When
did you get here, Rabbi?’

26 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘it is not
because of the signs which you saw that you are
looking for me, but because you had the bread to
eat and were satisfied. 27Work, not for the food
that perishes, but for the food that lasts for eternal
life,which theSonofManwill giveyou; foronhim
the Father – God himself – has set the seal of his
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approval.’
28 ‘How,’ they asked, ‘are we to do the work that

God wants us to do?’
29 ‘The work that God wants you to do,’ an-

swered Jesus, ‘is to believe in himwhomGod sent
as his messenger.’

30 ‘What sign, then,’ they asked, ‘are you giving,
which we may see, and so believe you? What is
thework that you are doing? 31Our ancestors had
the manna to eat in the desert; as scripture says –
“He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ’

32 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘Moses did
not give you the bread from heaven, but my Fa-
ther does give you the true bread from heaven;
33 for the bread that God gives is thatwhich comes
down from heaven, and gives life to the world.’

34 ‘Master,’ they exclaimed, ‘give us that bread
always!’

35 ‘I am the life-giving bread,’ Jesus said to them,
‘whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never thirst again.
36 But, as I have said already, you have seen me,
and yet you do not believe in me. 37 All those
whomtheFather givesmewill come tome; andno
onewho comes tomewill I ever turnaway. 38For I
have come down from heaven, to do, not my own
will, but the will of him who sent me; 39 and his
will is this – that I should not lose one of all those
whom he has given me, but should raise them up
at theLast day. 40For it is thewill ofmyFather that
everyone who sees the Son, and believes in him,
should have immortal life; and I myself will raise
him up at the Last day.’
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41 The people began murmuring against Jesus
for saying – “I am the bread which came down
from heaven.” 42 ‘Is not this Jesus, Joseph’s son,’
they asked, ‘whose father and mother we know?
How is it that he now says that he has come down
from heaven?’

43 ‘Do not murmur among yourselves,’ said Je-
sus in reply. 44 ‘No one can come tome, unless the
Father who sent me draws him to me; and I will
raise him up at the Last day. 45 It is said in the
prophets – “And they will all be taught by God.”
Everyone who is taught by the Father and learns
fromhimcomes tome. 46Not thatanyonehas seen
the Father, except him who is from God – he has
seen the Father. 47 In truth I tell you, the person
whobelieves inmehas eternal life. 48 I am the life-
giving bread. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in
the desert, and yet died. 50 The bread that comes
down from heaven is such that whoever eats of it
will never die. 51 I am the living bread that has
come down from heaven. If anyone eats of this
bread, they will live for ever; and the bread that
I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life
of the world.’

52They began disputingwith one another, ‘How
is it possible for thisman togiveushisflesh toeat?’

53 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his
blood, you have not life within you. 54 Everyone
who takes my flesh for their food, and drinks my
blood, has eternal life; and I will raise them up
at the Last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and
my blood true drink. 56 Everyone who takes my
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flesh for their food, and drinksmy blood, remains
united tome, and I to them. 57As the living Father
sentme as hismessenger, and as I live because the
Father lives, so the person who takes me for their
food will live because I live. 58 That is the bread
which has come down from heaven – not such as
your ancestors ate, and yet died; the person who
takes this bread for their food will live for ever.’

59 All this Jesus said in a synagogue, when he
was teaching in Capernaum. 60 On hearing it,
many of his disciples said, ‘This is harsh doctrine!
Who can bear to listen to it?’ 61 But Jesus, aware
thathisdisciplesweremurmuringabout it, said to
them, 62 ‘Is this a hindrance to you? What, then, if
youshouldsee theSonofManascendingwherehe
wasbefore? 63 It is the Spirit that gives life; human
strength achieves nothing. In the teaching that
I have been giving you there is Spirit and there
is life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not
believe in me.’ For Jesus knew from the first who
they were that did not believe in him, and who
it was that would betray him; 65 and he added,
‘This is why I told you that no one can come to
me, unless enabled by the Father.’ 66 After this
many of his disciples drew back, and did not go
about with him any longer. 67 So Jesus said to the
Twelve, ‘Do you also wish to leave me?’ 68 But
Simon Peter answered, ‘Master, to whom would
we go? Eternal life is in your teaching; 69 and we
have learned to believe and to know that you are
the Holy One of God.’

70 ‘Didn’t I myself choose you to be the Twelve?’
replied Jesus, ‘and yet, even of you, one is playing
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the devil’s part.’ 71 He meant Judas, the son of
Simon Iscariot, who was about to betray him,
though he was one of the Twelve.

7
1 After this, Jesus went about in Galilee, for he

wouldnot do so in Judea, because the religious au-
thorities (in Jerusalem) were eager to put him to
death. 2When the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles
was near, 3 his brothers said to him, ‘Leave this
part of the country, and go into Judea, so that your
disciples, aswell aswe,may see thework that you
are doing. 4 For no one does a thing privately, if
they are seeking tobewidely known. Since youdo
these things, you should showyourself publicly to
the world.’ 5For even his brothers did not believe
in him.

6 ‘My time,’ answered Jesus, ‘is not come yet, but
your time is always here. 7Theworld cannot hate
you, but it does hate me, because I testify that its
ways are evil. 8Go yourselves up to the Festival; I
am not going to this Festival yet, because my time
has not yet come.’ 9 After telling them this, he
stayed on in Galilee.

10 But, when his brothers had gone up to the
Festival, Jesus also went up – not publicly, but
privately. 11The authorities were looking for him
at the Festival and asking “Where is he?”; 12 and
there were many whispers about him among the
people, some saying “He is a good man;” others,
“No! He is leading the people astray.” 13No one,
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however, spoke freely about him, because they
were afraid of the authorities.

14 About the middle of the Festival week, Jesus
went up into the Temple Courts, and began teach-
ing. 15The authorities were astonished. ‘How has
this man got his learning,’ they asked, ‘when he
has never studied?’ 16 So, in reply, Jesus said, ‘My
teaching is not my own; it is his who sent me. 17 If
anyone has the will to do God’s will, they will find
out whethermy teaching is fromGod, or whether
I speak on my own authority. 18 The person who
speaks on their own authority seeks honour for
themselves; but the one who seeks the honour of
himwho sent him is sincere, and there is nothing
false in him. 19Was not it Moses who gave you the
Law? Yet not one of you obeys it! Why are you
seeking to put me to death?’

20 ‘You must be possessed by a demon!’ the
people exclaimed. ‘Who is seeking to put you to
death?’

21 ‘There was one thing I did,’ replied Jesus, ‘at
which you are all still wondering. 22 But that
is why Moses has instituted circumcision among
you – not, indeed, that it beganwith him, but with
our ancestors – and that is why you circumcise
even on a Sabbath. 23 When a man receives
circumcision on a Sabbath to prevent the Law of
Moses from being broken, how can you be angry
with me for making a man sound and well on a
Sabbath? 24 Do not judge by appearances; judge
justly.’ 25 At this some of the people of Jerusalem
exclaimed, ‘Is not this themanwho they are seek-
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ing to put to death? 26Yet here he is, speaking out
boldly, and they say nothing to him! Is it possible
that our leading men have really discovered that
he is the Christ? 27Yet we knowwhere this man is
from; but, when the Christ comes, no one will be
able to tell where he is from.’ 28 Therefore, Jesus,
as he was teaching in the Temple Courts, raised
his voice and said, ‘Yes; you know me and you
know where I am from. Yet I have not come on
my own authority, but he who sent me may be
trusted; and him you do not know. 29 I do know
him, for it is from him that I have come, and he
sent me as his messenger.’ 30 So they sought to
arrest him; but no one touched him, for his time
was not come yet. 31Many of the people, however,
believed in him. ‘When the Christ comes,’ they
said, ‘will he give more signs of his mission than
this man has given?’ 32 The Pharisees heard the
people whispering about him in this way, and so
the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to
arrest him; 33 at which Jesus said, ‘I will be with
you but a little longer, and then I am going to him
who sent me. 34 You will look for me, and you
will not findme; and you will not be able to come
where I will be.’

35 ‘Where is this man going,’ the people asked
one another, ‘that wewould not find him? Will he
go to our countrymen abroad, and teach foreign-
ers? 36Whatdoeshemeanbysaying “Youwill look
for me, and you will not findme; and you will not
be able to comewhere I will be”?’

37 On the last and greatest day of the Festival,
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Jesus, who was standing by, exclaimed, ‘If anyone
is thirsty, they should come to me and drink.
38 From the heart of those who believe in me will
flow, as is said in scripture, rivers of living water.’
39 (By this he meant the Spirit, which those who
had believed in himwere to receive; for the Spirit
had not yet come, because Jesus had not yet been
exalted.) 40 Some of the people, when they heard
these words, said, ‘This is certainly the Prophet!’;
41others said, ‘the Christ!’; but some asked, ‘What!
Does the Christ come fromGalilee? 42 Is not it said
in scripture that it is of the descendants of David,
and from Bethlehem, the village to which David
belonged, that the Christ is to come?’ 43 So there
was a sharp division among the people because
of Jesus. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him,
and yet no one touched him. 45When the officers
returned to the chief priests and Pharisees, they
were asked, ‘Why have you not brought him?’

46 ‘No one ever spoke as he speaks!’ they an-
swered. 47 ‘What! Have you been led astray too?’
the Pharisees replied. 48 ‘Have any of our leading
men believed in him, or any of the Pharisees?
49 As for these people who do not know the Law
– they are cursed!’ 50 But one of their number,
Nicodemus,whobefore this had been to see Jesus,
said to them, 51 ‘Does our Law pass judgment on
a person without first giving them a hearing, and
finding out what they have been doing?’

52 ‘Are you also from Galilee?’ they retorted.
‘Search, and you will find that no prophet is to
arise in Galilee!’
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53And everyone went home

8
1except Jesus,whowent to theMountofOlives*.

2 But he went again into the Temple Courts early
in the morning, and all the people came to him;
and he sat down and taught them. 3 Presently,
however, the Teachers of the Law and the Phar-
isees brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery, and placed her in the middle of the
Court, 4 and said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman
was found in the act of adultery. 5Now Moses, in
the Law, commanded us to stone such women to
death; what do you say?’

6 They said this to test him, in order to have a
charge to bring against him. But Jesus stooped
down, and wrote on the ground with his fin-
ger. 7However, as they continued asking him, he
raised himself, and said, ‘Let the person among
you who has never done wrong throw the first
stone at her.’

8And again he stooped down, and wrote on the
ground. 9 When they heard that, they went out
one by one, beginning with the eldest; and Jesus
was left alone with the woman in the middle of
the Court. 10 Raising himself, Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn
you?’

11 ‘No one, Sir,’ she answered.

* 8:1 This passage is inserted in some manuscripts from an
ancient source, and foundeither after John7:53or after Luke21:38
or elsewhere.
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‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go, and
do not sin again.’

12 Jesus again addressed the people. ‘I am the
light of the world,’ he said. ‘The person who
followsmewillnotwalk indarkness, butwill have
the light of life.’

13 ‘You are bearing testimony to yourself!’ ex-
claimed the Pharisees, ‘your testimony is not
trustworthy.’

14 ‘Even if I bear testimony tomyself,’ answered
Jesus, ‘my testimony is trustworthy; for I know
where I came from, andwhere I amgoing; but you
do not know where I come from, nor where I am
going. 15You judgebyappearances; I judgenoone.
16Yet, even if I were to judge, my judgment would
be trustworthy; because Iamnotalone, but theFa-
ther who sent me is with me. 17Why, in your own
Law it is said that the testimony of two persons is
trustworthy. 18 I, who bear testimony to myself,
am one, and the Father who sent me also bears
testimony to me.’ 19 ‘Where is your father, then?’
they asked. ‘You know neither me nor my Father,’
replied Jesus. ‘If you had known me, you would
have also known my Father.’ 20 These statements
Jesus made in the Treasury, while teaching in the
Temple Courts. Yet no one arrested him, for his
time had not then come.

21 Jesus again spoke to the people. ‘I am going
away,’ he said, ‘and you will look for me, but you
will die in your sin; you cannot come where I am
going.’



John 8:22 xxix John 8:36

22 ‘Is he going to kill himself,’ the people ex-
claimed, ‘that he says – “You cannot gowhere I am
going”?’ 23 ‘You,’ added Jesus, ‘are from below, I
amfromabove; youareof thispresentworld, I am
not; 24and so I told you that youwould die in your
sins, for, unless you believe that I am what I am,
you will die in your sins.’

25 ‘Who are you?’ they asked. ‘Why ask exactly
what I have been telling you?’ said Jesus. 26 ‘I
have still much that concerns you to speak of and
to pass judgment on; yet he who sent me may be
trusted, and I speak to theworld only of the things
which I have heard from him.’ 27 They did not
understand that he meant the Father. 28 So Jesus
added, ‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man,
then you will understand that I am what I am,
and that I do nothing of myself, but that I say just
what the Father has taught me. 29 Moreover, he
who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone;
for I always do what pleases him.’ 30 While he
was speaking in this way, many came to believe
in him. 31 So Jesus went on to say to those who
had believed him, ‘If you remain constant to my
message, you are truly my disciples; 32 and you
will find out the truth, and the truth will set you
free.’

33 ‘We are descendants of Abraham,’ was their
answer, ‘and have never yet been in slavery to
anyone. What do you mean by saying “you will
be set free”?’ 34 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus,
‘everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35And a slave
does not remain in the home always; but a son
remains always. 36 If, then, the Son sets you free,
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you will be free indeed! 37 I know that you are
descendants of Abraham; yet you are seeking to
put me to death, because my message finds no
place in your hearts. 38 I tell you what I have
myself seen in thepresenceofmyFather; andyou,
in the same way, do what you have learned from
your father.’

39 ‘Our father is Abraham,’ was their answer.
‘If you are Abraham’s children,’ replied Jesus, ‘do
what Abraham did. 40But, as it is, you are seeking
to put me to death – a man who has told you the
truth as he heard it from God. Abraham did not
act in that way. 41 You are doing what your own
father does.’

‘We are not bastards,’ they said, ‘we have one
Father – God himself.’

42 ‘If God were your Father,’ Jesus replied, ‘you
would have loved me, for I came out from God,
and now am here; and I have not come of myself,
but he sent me as his messenger. 43How is it that
you do not understand what I say? It is because
you cannot bear to listen to mymessage. 44As for
you, you are children of your father the devil, and
you are determined to do what your father loves
to do. He was a murderer from the first, and did
not stand by the truth, because there is no truth in
him. Whenever he lies, he does what is natural to
him; because he is a liar, and the father of lying.
45 But, as for me, it is because I speak the truth
to you that you do not believe me. 46 Which of
you can convict me of sin? Why then don’t you
believe me, if I am speaking truth? 47 The person
who comes fromGod listens toGod’s teaching; the
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reasonwhyyoudonot listen is because youdonot
come from God.’

48 ‘Aren’t we right, after all,’ replied the people,
‘in saying that you are a Samaritan, and are pos-
sessed by a demon?’

49 ‘I am not possessed by a demon,’ Jesus an-
swered, ‘but I am honouring my Father; and yet
you dishonour me. 50Not that I am seeking hon-
our for myself; there is one who is seeking my
honour, and he decides. 51 In truth I tell you, if
anyone lays my message to heart, he will never
really die.’

52 ‘Nowwe are sure that you are possessed by a
demon,’ thepeople replied. ‘Abrahamdied, andso
did the prophets; and yet you say “If anyone lays
mymessage toheart, theywill neverknowdeath.”
53 Are you greater than our ancestor Abraham,
who died? And the prophets died too. Whom do
youmake yourself out to be?’

54 ‘If I do honour to myself,’ answered Jesus,
‘such honour counts for nothing. It is my Father
who doesme honour – and you say that he is your
God; 55and yet you have not learned to knowhim;
but I know him; and, if I were to say that I do not
know him, I should be a liar like you; but I do
know him, and I lay his message to heart. 56Your
ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my
day; and he did see it, and was glad.’

57 ‘You are not fifty years old yet,’ the people
exclaimed, ‘and have you seen Abraham?’

58 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘beforeAbra-
ham existed I was.’ 59At this they took up stones
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to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and left the
Temple Courts.

9
1As Jesuspassedby, he sawamanwhohadbeen

blind from his birth. 2 ‘Rabbi,’ asked his disciples,
‘who was it that sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?’

3 ‘Neither the man nor the parents,’ replied Je-
sus, ‘but hewas bornblind so that thework of God
should be made plain in him. 4 We must do the
work of him who sent me, while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am
in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6 Saying
this, Jesus spat on the ground, made some paste
with the saliva, and put it on theman’s eyes. 7 ‘Go,’
he said, ‘andwash your eyes in the Bath of Siloam’
(a word which means “messenger”). So the man
went and washed his eyes, and returned able to
see. 8Hisneighbours, and thosewhohad formerly
known him by sight as a beggar, exclaimed, ‘Is not
this themanwho used to sit and beg?’

9 ‘Yes,’ some said, ‘it is’; while others said, ‘No,
but he is like him.’ Themanhimself said, ‘I amhe.’

10 ‘Howdidyougetyour sight, then?’ theyasked.
11 ‘The man whom they call Jesus,’ he answered,
‘made a paste, and anointed my eyes, and said to
me “Go to Siloam and wash your eyes.” So I went
and washedmy eyes, and gainedmy sight.’

12 ‘Where is he?’ they asked. ‘I do not know,’ he
answered. 13 They took the man, who had been
blind, to the Pharisees. 14 Now it was a Sabbath
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when Jesusmade thepaste and gavehimhis sight.
15 So the Pharisees also questioned the man as to
howhehad gainedhis sight. ‘Heput a paste onmy
eyes,’ he answered, ‘and I washed them, and I can
see.’

16 ‘The man cannot be from God,’ said some of
the Pharisees, ‘for he does not keep the Sabbath.’

‘How is it possible,’ retorted others, ‘for a bad
man to give signs like this?’ 17 So there was a
difference of opinion among them, and they again
questioned the man. ‘What do you yourself say
about him, for it is to you that he has given sight?’
18 The religious authorities, however, refused to
believe that he had been blind and had gained
his sight, until they had called his parents and
questioned them. 19 ‘Is this your son,’ they asked,
‘who you say was born blind? If so, how is it that
he can see now?’

20 ‘We know that this is our son,’ answered the
parents, ‘and that he was born blind; 21 but how
it is that he can see now we do not know; nor
do we know who it was that gave him his sight.
Ask him – he is old enough – he will tell you
about himself.’ 22 His parents spoke in this way
because they were afraid of the authorities; for
the authorities had already agreed that, if anyone
should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, he should
be expelled from their synagogues. 23 This was
why his parents said “He is old enough; ask him.”
24So the authorities again called themanwhohad
been blind, and said to him, ‘Give God the praise;
we know that this is a badman.’
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25 ‘I know nothing about his being a bad man,’
he replied. ‘One thing I do know, that although I
was blind, now I can see.’

26 ‘What did he do to you?’ they asked. ‘Howdid
he give you your sight?’

27 ‘I told you just now,’ he answered, ‘and you
did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
Surely you also do not want to become his disci-
ples?’

28 ‘You are his disciple,’ they retorted scornfully.
‘But we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that
God spoke to Moses; but, as for this man, we do
not knowwhere he comes from.’

30 ‘Well,’ the man replied, ‘this is very strange;
you do not know where he comes from, and yet
he has given me my sight! 31We know that God
never listens to bad people, but, when a person
is god-fearing and does God’s will, God listens to
them. 32 Since the world began, such a thing was
neverheardof as anyone’s giving sight to aperson
born blind. 33 If this man had not been from God,
he could not have done anything at all.’

34 ‘You,’ they retorted, ‘were born totally de-
praved; and are you trying to teach us?’ So they
expelled him. 35 Jesus heard of their having put
him out; and, when he had found the man, he
asked, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’

36 ‘Tell me who he is, Sir,’ he replied, ‘so that I
may believe in him.’

37 ‘Not only have you seen him,’ said Jesus, ‘but
it is he who is now speaking to you.’

38 ‘Then, Sir, I do believe,’ said the man, bowing
to the ground before him; 39 and Jesus added, ‘It
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was to put people to the test that I came into this
world, in order that those that cannot see should
see, and that those that can see should become
blind.’ 40Hearing this, some of the Pharisees who
were with him said, ‘Then are we blind too?’

41 ‘If you had been blind,’ replied Jesus, ‘you
would have had no sin to answer for; but, as it is,
you say “We can see,” and so your sin remains.

10
1 In truth I tell you, whoever does not go into

the sheepfold through the door, but climbs up
at some other place, that person is a thief and
a robber; 2 but the person who goes in through
the door is shepherd to the sheep. 3 For him the
watchman opens the door; and the sheep listen
to his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name,
and leads them out. 4When he has brought them
all out, he walks in front of them, and his sheep
follow him, because they know his voice. 5 They
will not follow a stranger, but will run away from
him; because they donot knowa stranger’s voice.’
6 This was the allegory that Jesus told them, but
they did not understand ofwhat hewas speaking.
7So he continued, ‘In truth I tell you, I am the door
for the sheep. 8 All who came before me were
thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not listen
to them. 9 I am the door; he who goes in through
mewill be safe, and he will go in and out and find
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal, to kill,
and to destroy; I have come so that theymay have
life, and may have it in greater fullness. 11 I am
the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
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his life for his sheep. 12 The hired man who is
not a shepherd, and who does not own the sheep,
whenhe sees awolf coming, leaves themand runs
away; then the wolf seizes them, and scatters the
flock. 13 He does this because he is only a hired
man and does not care about the sheep. 14 I am
the good shepherd; and I knowmy sheep, andmy
sheep know me – 15 Just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father – and I lay downmy life for
the sheep. 16 I have other sheep besides, which do
not belong to this fold; I must lead them also, and
they will listen to my voice; and they will become
one flock under one shepherd. 17 This is why the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life – to
receive it again. 18Noone took it fromme, but I lay
it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down,
and I have authority to receive it again. This is the
commandwhich I received frommy Father.’

19 In consequence of thesewords a difference of
opinion again arose among the people. 20 Many
of them said, ‘He is possessed by a demon and is
mad; why do you listen to him?’ 21 Others said,
‘This is not the teaching of one who is possessed
by a demon. Can a demon give sight to the blind?’

22 Soon after this the Festival of the Rededi-
cation was held at Jerusalem. 23 It was winter;
and Jesus was walking in the Temple Courts, in
the Colonnade of Solomon, 24 when the people
gathered round him, and said, ‘How long are you
going to keepus in suspense? If you are the Christ,
tell us so frankly.’

25 ‘I have told you so,’ replied Jesus, ‘and you do
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not believe me. The work that I am doing in my
Father’s name bears testimony to me. 26 But you
donotbelieveme, becauseyouarenotofmyflock.
27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and
they followme; 28and I give them eternal life, and
they will not be lost; nor will anyone snatch them
out ofmy hands. 29Whatmy Father has entrusted
tome is more than all else; and no one can snatch
anything out of the Father’s hands. 30 The Father
and I are one.’

31 Some of the people again brought stones to
throw at him; 32 and seeing this, Jesus said, ‘I
have done before your eyes many good actions,
inspired by the Father; for which of them would
you stoneme?’

33 ‘It is not for any good action that we would
stone you,’ they answered, ‘but for blasphemy;
and because you, who are only a man, make
yourself out to be God.’

34 ‘Are there not,’ replied Jesus, ‘these words in
your Law – “I said, You are gods”? 35 If those to
whomGod’swordwere addressedwere said to be
“gods” – and scripture cannot be set aside – 36 do
you say of one whom the Father has consecrated
and sent as his messenger to the world “You are
blaspheming,” because I said “I am God’s Son”?
37 If I am not doing the work that my Father
is doing, do not believe me; 38 if I am doing it,
even though you do not believe me, believe what
that work shows; so that you may understand,
and understand more and more clearly, that the
Father is in union with me, and I with the Father.’
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39 The authorities again sought to arrest him; but
he escaped their hands.

40 Then Jesus again crossed the Jordan to the
place where John used to baptize at first, and
stayed there some time, during which many peo-
ple came to see him. 41 ‘John gave no sign of his
mission,’ they said. ‘But everything that he said
about this man was true.’ 42Andmany learned to
believe in Jesus there.

11
1 Now a man named Lazarus, of Bethany, was

lying ill; he belonged to the same village as Mary
and her sisterMartha. 2ThisMary, whose brother
Lazarus was ill, was the Mary who anointed the
Master with perfume, andwiped his feet with her
hair. 3 The sisters, therefore, sent this message
to Jesus – “Master, your friend is ill”; 4 and, when
Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness is not to end
in death, but is to redound to the honour of God,
in order that the Son of God may be honoured
through it.’ 5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister,
and Lazarus. 6 Yet, when he heard of the illness
of Lazarus, he still stayed two days in the place
where he was. 7 Then, after that, he said to his
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’

8 ‘Rabbi,’ they replied, ‘the authorities there
were but just now seeking to stone you; and are
you going there again?’

9 ‘Are not there twelve hours in the day?’ an-
swered Jesus. ‘If someone walks about in the
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daytime, they don’t stumble, because they can see
the light of the sun; 10 but, if they walk about at
night, they stumble, because they have not the
light.’ 11 And, when he had said this, he added,
‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am
going so that I may wake him.’

12 ‘If he has fallen asleep, Master, he will get
well,’ said the disciples. 13 But Jesus meant that
hewas dead; they, however, supposed that hewas
speaking of natural sleep. 14Then he said to them
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; 15and I am glad for your
sakes that I was not there, so that you may learn
to believe in me. But let us go to him.’ 16 At this,
Thomas, who was called “The Twin,” said to his
fellow disciples, ‘Let us go too, so that we may die
with him.’ 17 When Jesus reached the place, he
found thatLazarushadbeen fourdays in the tomb
already. 18 Bethany being only about two miles
from Jerusalem, 19 a number of the people had
come there to comfort Martha and Mary because
of their brother’s death. 20 When Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but
Mary sat quietly at home. 21 ‘Master,’Martha said
to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would
not have died. 22 Even now, I know that God will
grant you whatever you ask him.’

23 ‘Your brother will rise to life,’ said Jesus. 24 ‘I
know that he will,’ replied Martha, ‘in the resur-
rection at the Last day.’

25 ‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ said Jesus.
‘He who believes in me will live, though he die;
26 and he who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?’
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27 ‘Yes Master,’ she answered. ‘I have learned
to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
who was to come into the world.’ 28 After saying
this, Martha went and called her sister Mary, and
whispered, ‘The teacher is here, and is asking for
you.’ 29 As soon as Mary heard that, she got up
quickly, and went to meet him. 30 Jesus had not
then come into the village, but was still at the
placewhereMarthahadmethim. 31So thepeople,
whowere in the housewithMary, comforting her,
when they saw her get up quickly and go out,
followed her, thinking that she was going to the
tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she threw herself at his
feet. ‘Master,’ she exclaimed, ‘if you had been
here, my brother would not have died!’ 33When
Jesus saw her weeping, and the people who had
come with her weeping also, he groaned deeply,
and was greatly distressed. 34 ‘Where have you
buried him?’ he asked. ‘Come and see, Master,’
they answered. 35 Jesus burst into tears. 36 ‘How
he must have loved him!’ the people exclaimed;
37but some of them said, ‘Could not thisman, who
gave sight to the blind man, have also prevented
Lazarus from dying?’ 38Again groaning inwardly,
Jesus came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
lay against the mouth of it. 39 ‘Move the stone
away,’ said Jesus. ‘Master,’ said Martha, the sister
of the dead man, ‘by this time the smell must be
offensive, for this is the fourthdaysincehisdeath.’

40 ‘Didn’t I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘that, if you
would believe in me, you should see the glory of
God?’ 41So theymoved the stone away; and Jesus,
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with uplifted eyes, said, ‘Father, I thank you that
you have heard my prayer; 42 I know that you
always hear me; but I say this for the sake of the
people standing near, so that they may believe
that you has sent me as yourmessenger.’

43 Then, after saying this, Jesus called in a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus! Come out!’ 44The deadman came
out, wrapped hand and foot in a winding-sheet;
his face, too, hadbeenwrapped ina cloth. ‘Set him
free,’ said Jesus, ‘and let him go.’

45 In consequence of this, many of the people,
who had come to visit Mary and had seen what
Jesus did, put their faith in him. 46 Some of
them, however, went to the Pharisees, and told
them what he had done. 47 The chief priests
and the Pharisees called a meeting of the High
Council, and said, ‘What are we to do, now that
this man is giving so many signs? 48 If we allow
him to continue as we are doing, everyone will
believe in him; and the Romans will come and
will take from us both our Temple and our na-
tion.’ 49 One of them, however, Caiaphas, who
was high priest that year, said to them, 50 ‘You are
utterly mistaken. You do not consider that it is
better for you that one person should die for the
people, rather than the whole nation should be
destroyed.’ 51Now he did not say this of his own
accord; but, as high priest that year, he prophe-
sied that Jesuswas todie for thenation – 52Andnot
for the nation only, but also that he might unite
in one body the children of God now scattered far
and wide. 53 So from that day they plotted to put
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Jesus to death.

54 In consequence of this, Jesus did not go about
publicly among the people any more, but left and
went into the country bordering on the wilder-
ness, to a town called Ephraim, where he stayed
with his disciples. 55But the Jewish Festival of the
Passoverwas near; andmany people had gone up
from the country to Jerusalem, for their purifica-
tion, before the Festival began. 56 So they looked
for Jesus there, and said to one another, as they
stood in the Temple Courts, ‘What do you think?
Do you think he will come to the Festival?’ 57 The
chief priests and the Pharisees had already issued
orders that, if anyone learnedwhere Jesuswas, he
should give information, so that theymight arrest
him.

12
The Last Days

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to
Bethany, where Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead, was living. 2 There a supper
was given in his honour at which Martha waited,
while Lazarus was one of those present at the
table. 3 SoMary took a pound of choice spikenard
perfume of great value, and anointed the feet of
Jesus with it, and then wiped them with her hair.
The whole house was filled with the scent of the
perfume. 4 One of the disciples, Judas Iscariot,
who was about to betray Jesus, asked, 5 ‘Why was
not this perfume sold for a year’s wages, and the
money given to poor people?’ 6He said this, not
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because he cared for the poor, but because hewas
a thief, and, being in charge of the purse, used to
take what was put in it. 7 ‘Leave her alone,’ said
Jesus, ‘so that she may keep it until the day when
my body is being prepared for burial. 8 The poor
you always havewith you, but youwill not always
haveme.’

9 Now great numbers of people found out that
Jesus was at Bethany; and they came there, not
only because of him, but also to see Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. 10 The chief
priests, however, plotted to put Lazarus, as well
as Jesus, to death, 11 because it was owing to him
that many of the people had left them, and were
becoming believers in Jesus. 12 On the following
day great numbers of people who had come to
the Festival, hearing that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem, took palmbranches, 13andwent out to
meet him, shouting as they went, ‘God save him!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
– the king of Israel!’ 14 Having found a young
donkey, Jesus seated himself on it, in accordance
with the passage of scripture – 15 “Fear not, people
of Zion. Your king is coming to you, sitting on
the foal of a donkey.” 16 His disciples did not
understand all this at first; but, when Jesus had
been exalted, then they remembered that these
things had been said of him in scripture, and that
they had done these things for him. 17Meanwhile
the people who were with him, when he called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the
dead, were telling what they had seen. 18 This,
indeed, was why the crowd met him – because
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people had heard that he had given this sign of his
mission. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another,
‘You see that you are gaining nothing! Why, all the
world has run after him!’

20 Among those who were going up to worship
at the Festival were some Greeks, 21who went to
Philip of Bethsaida in Galilee, and said, ‘Sir, we
wish to see Jesus.’ 22Philip went and told Andrew,
and then together theywent and told Jesus. 23This
was his reply – ‘The time has come for the Son of
Man to be exalted. 24 In truth I tell you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
remains solitary; but, if it dies, it becomes fruitful.
25 A person who loves their life loses it; while
someonewho hates their life in the presentworld
will preserve it for eternal life. 26 If someone is
ready to serveme, let them followme; andwhere
I am, there my servant will be also. If a person is
ready to serve me, my Father will honour them.
27 Now I am distressed at heart and what can I
say? Father, bring me safe through this hour – yet
it was for this reason that I came to this hour –
28 Father, honour your own name.’ At this there
came a voice from heaven, which said, ‘I have
already honoured it, and I will honour it again.’
29The crowd of bystanders, who heard the sound,
said that it was thundering. Others said, ‘An angel
has been speaking to him.’

30 ‘It was not for my sake that the voice came,’
said Jesus, ‘but for yours. 31Now this world is on
its trial. Now the Spirit that is ruling this world
will be driven out; 32 and I, when I am lifted up
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from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’
33By these words he indicated what death he was
destined to die. 34 ‘We,’ replied the people, ‘have
learned from the Law that the Christ is to remain
forever; howis it, then, thatyousay that theSonof
Manmust be “liftedup”Who is this “SonofMan”?’

35 ‘Only a little while longer,’ answered Jesus,
‘will you have the light among you. Travel on
while you have the light, so that darkness may
not overtake you; he who travels in the darkness
does not know where he is going. 36 While you
still have the light, believe in the light, so that
you may be children of light.’ After he had said
this, Jesus went away, and hid himself from them.
37But, though Jesus had given somany signs of his
missionbefore their eyes, they still did not believe
in him, 38 in fulfilment of thewords of the prophet
Isaiah, where he says – “Lord, who has believed
our teaching? And to whom has the might of the
Lord been revealed?” 39 The reason why they
were unable to believe is given by Isaiah else-
where, in these words – 40 “He has blinded their
eyes, and blunted their mind, so that they should
not see with their eyes, and perceive with their
mind, and turn –AndI shouldheal them.” 41 Isaiah
said this, because he sawChrist’s glory; and it was
ofhim thathe spoke. 42Yet for all this, evenamong
the leading men there were many who came to
believe in Jesus; but, because of the Pharisees,
they did not acknowledge it, because they were
afraid that they shouldbe expelled from their syn-
agogues; 43 for they valued honour from people
more than honour from God. 44 But Jesus had
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proclaimed, ‘He who believes in me believes, not
inme, but in himwho sentme; 45and hewho sees
me sees himwho sentme. 46 I have come as a light
into the world, so that no one who believes in me
should remain in the darkness. 47When anyone
hears my teaching and pays no heed to it, I am
not his judge; for I came not to judge the world,
but to save the world. 48He who rejects me, and
disregards my teaching, has a judge already – the
message which I have delivered will itself be his
judge at the Last day. 49 For I have not delivered
it on my own authority; but the Father, who sent
me, has himself givenmehis command as towhat
I should say, and what message I should deliver.
50 And I know that eternal life lies in keeping his
command. Therefore, whatever I say, I say only
what the Father has taught me.’

13
p1 Before the Passover Festival began, Jesus

knew that the time had come for him to leave the
world and go to the Father. He had loved those
whowerehis own in theworld, andhe loved them
to the last. 2The devil had already put the thought
of betraying Jesus into the mind of Judas Iscariot,
the son of Simon; 3and at supper, Jesus – although
knowing that the Father had put everything into
his hands, and that he had come from God, and
was to return to God – 4 rose from his place, and,
taking off his upper garments, tied a towel round
his waist. 5He then poured some water into the
basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and



John 13:6 xlvii John 13:18

towipe themwith the towelwhichwas tied round
him. 6When he came to Simon Peter, Peter said,
‘You, Master! Are you going to washmy feet?’

7 ‘You do not understand nowwhat I am doing,’
replied Jesus, ‘but you will learn by and by.’

8 ‘Youwill neverwashmy feet!’ exclaimedPeter.
‘Unless I wash you,’ answered Jesus, ‘you have
nothing in commonwithme.’

9 ‘Then, Master, not my feet only,’ exclaimed
Simon Peter, ‘but also my hands andmy head.’

10 ‘He who has bathed,’ replied Jesus, ‘has no
need towash, unless it behis feet, but is altogether
clean; and you,’ he said to the disciples, ‘are clean,
yet not all of you.’ 11 For he knew who was going
to betray him, and that was why he said “You are
not all clean.” 12When he had washed their feet,
and had put on his upper garments and taken his
place, he spoke to themagain. ‘Doyouunderstand
what I have been doing to you?’ he asked. 13 ‘You
yourselves callme “the teacher” and “theMaster”,
and you are right, for I am both. 14 If I, then – “the
Master” and “the teacher” – have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet;
15 for Ihavegivenyouanexample, so thatyoumay
do just as I have done to you. 16 In truth I tell you,
a servant is not greater than their master, neither
is a messenger greater than the one who sends
them. 17Now that you know these things, happy
are you if you do them. 18 I amnot speaking about
all of you. I knowwhom I have chosen; but this is
in fulfilment of the words of scripture – “He that
is eating my bread has lifted his heel against me.”
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19For the future Iwill tell youof thingsbefore they
take place, so that, when they take place, youmay
believe that I am what I am. 20 In truth I tell you,
the one who receives anyone that I send receives
me; and the person who receives me receives
him who sent me.’ 21After saying this, Jesus was
much troubled, and said solemnly, ‘In truth I tell
you that it is one of you who will betray me.’
22The disciples looked at one another, wondering
whom he meant. 23 Next to Jesus, in the place
on his right hand, was one of his disciples, whom
he loved. 24 So Simon Peter made signs to that
disciple, and whispered, ‘Tell me who it is that he
means.’ 25Being in thisposition, thatdisciple leant
back on Jesus’ shoulder, and asked him, ‘Who is it,
Master?’

26 ‘It is the one,’ answered Jesus, ‘to whom I will
give a piece of bread after dipping it in the dish.’
And, when Jesus had dipped the bread, he took
it and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot;
27 and it was then, after he had received it, that
Satan took possession of him. So Jesus said to
him, ‘Do at once what you are going to do.’ 28But
no one at the table understood why he said this
to Judas. 29 Some thought that, as Judas kept the
purse, Jesusmeant that hewas to buy some things
needed for theFestival, or to give something to the
poor. 30After taking thepiece of bread, Judaswent
out immediately; and it was night.

31When Judashadgoneout, Jesus said, ‘Nowthe
Son of Man has been exalted, and God has been
exalted through him; 32 and God will exalt him
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with himself – yes, he will exalt him forthwith.
33 My children, I am to be with you but a little
while longer. You will look for me; and what I
said to the people – “You cannot come where I
am going” – I now say to you. 34 I give you a
new commandment – love one another; love one
another as I have loved you. 35 It is by this that
everyone will recognise you as my disciples – by
your loving one another.’

36 ‘Where are you going, Master?’ asked Peter.
‘I am going where you cannot now follow me,’
answered Jesus, ‘but you will followme later.’

37 ‘Why cannot I followyounow,Master?’ asked
Peter. ‘I will lay downmy life for you.’

38 ‘Will you lay down your life for me?’ replied
Jesus. ‘In truth I tell you, the cock will not crow
until you have disownedme three times.

14
1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in

God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s home
there are many dwellings. If it had not been so,
I should have told you, for I am going to prepare a
place for you. 3And, since I go andprepare a place
for you, I will return and take you to be with me,
so that youmaybewhere I am; 4andyouknowthe
way to the place where I am going.’

5 ‘Wedo not knowwhere you are going, Master,’
said Thomas. ‘So how can we know the way?’
6 Jesus answered, ‘I am theway, and the truth, and
the life; no one ever comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you had recognised me, you
would have knownmy Father also; for the future
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you will recognise him, indeed you have already
seen him.’

8 ‘Master, show us the Father,’ said Philip, ‘and
wewill be satisfied.’

9 ‘Have I been all this time among you,’ said
Jesus, ‘and yet you, Philip, have not recognised
me? The person who has seen me has seen the
Father, how can you say, then, “Show us the Fa-
ther”? 10Don’t you believe that I am in unionwith
the Father, and the Father with me? In giving
you my teaching I am not speaking on my own
authority; but the Father himself, always in union
with me, does his own work. 11 Believe me,’ he
said to them all, ‘when I say that I am in union
with the Father and the Father with me, or else
believe me because of the work itself. 12 In truth
I tell you, the person who believes in me will
themselves do the work that I am doing; and they
will do greater work still, because I am going to
the Father. 13 Whatever you ask, in my name, I
will do, so that the Fathermay be honoured in the
Son. 14 If you ask anything, in my name, I will do
it. 15 If you love me, you will lay my commands
to heart, 16 and I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another helper, to be with you always –
theSpirit of truth. 17Theworld cannot receive this
Spirit, because it does not see him or recognise
him, but you recognise him, because he is always
with you, and is within you. 18 I will not leave you
bereaved; I will come to you. 19 In a little while
the world will see me no more, but you will still
see me; because I am living, you will be living
also. 20 At that time you will recognise that I am
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in union with the Father, and you with me, and I
withyou. 21 It is theywhohavemycommandsand
lays them to heart who loves me; and the person
who lovesmewill be lovedbymyFather, and Iwill
love them, and will reveal myself to them.’

22 ‘What has happened, Master,’ said Judas (not
Judas Iscariot), ‘that you are going to reveal your-
self to us, and not to the world?’

23 ‘Whoever loves me,’ Jesus answered, ‘will lay
mymessage to heart; andmyFatherwill love him,
andwewill come to himandmake our homewith
him. 24 The person who does not love me will
not lay my message to heart; and the message to
which you are listening is not my own, but comes
from the Father who sent me. 25 I have told you
all this while still with you, 26 but the helper –
the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my
name –will teach you all things, and will recall to
your minds all that I have said to you. 27 Peace
be with you! My own peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, or dismayed. 28You heard me
say that I was going away and would return to
you. Hadyou lovedme, youwouldhavebeen glad
that I was going to the Father, because the Father
is greater than I. 29 And this I have told you now
before it happens, so that, when it does happen,
you may still believe in me. 30 I will not talk with
you much more, for the Spirit that is ruling the
world is coming. He has nothing in commonwith
me; 31 but he is coming so that the world may see
that I love the Father, and that I do as the Father
commandedme. Come, let us be going.
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15
1 ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-

grower. 2 Any unfruitful branch in me he takes
away, and he cleanses every fruitful branch, so
that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already
clean because of the message that I have given
you. 4 Remain united to me, and I will remain
united to you. As a branch cannot bear fruit by
itself, unless it remains united to the vine; no
more can you, unless you remain united tome. 5 I
am the vine, you are the branches. If you remains
united to me, while I remain united to you – you
bear fruit plentifully; for youcandonothingapart
from me. 6 If anyone does not remain united to
me, they are thrown away, as a branch would
be, and withers up. Such branches are collected
and thrown into the fire, and are burnt. 7 If you
remain united tome, andmy teaching remains in
your hearts, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be yours. 8 It is by your bearing fruit plentifully,
and so showing yourselves my disciples, that my
Father is honoured. 9As the Father has loved me,
so have I loved you; remain in my love. 10 If you
laymy commands to heart, youwill remain inmy
love; just as I have laid the Father’s commands to
heart and remain in his love. 11 I have told you
all this so that my own joy may be yours, and that
your joymay be complete. 12This ismy command
– love one another, as I have loved you. 13 No
one can give greater proof of love than by laying
down their life for their friends. 14 And you are
my friends, if you do what I command you. 15 I
no longer call you “servants,” because a servant
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does not know what their master is doing; but
I have given you the name of “friends,” because
I made known to you everything that I learned
from my Father. 16 It wasn’t you who chose me,
but I who chose you, and I appointed you to go
and bear fruit – fruit that should remain, so that
the Father might grant you whatever you ask in
myname. 17 I am giving you these commands that
you may love one another. 18 If the world hates
you, you know that it has first hated me. 19 If you
belonged to the world, the world would love its
own. Because youdonot belong to theworld, but I
have chosen you out of theworld – that is why the
world hates you. 20Remember what I said to you
– “A servant is not greater than their master.” If
they have persecutedme, theywill also persecute
you; if they have laid my message to heart, they
will lay yours to heart also. 21But they will do all
this to you, because you believe in my name, for
they do not know himwho sent me. 22 If I had not
comeandspoken to them, theywouldhavehadno
sin to answer for; but as it is, they have no excuse
for their sin. 23Thepersonwhohatesmehatesmy
Father also. 24 If I had not done among them such
work as no one else ever did, theywould havehad
no sin to answer for; but, as it is, they have both
seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 And
so is fulfilled what is said in their Law – “They
hated me without cause.” 26But, when the helper
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father
– the Spirit of truth, who comes from the Father –
will bear testimony tome; 27yes, and you also are



John 16:1 liv John 16:13

to bear testimony, because youhavebeenwithme
from the first.

16
1 ‘I have spoken to you in this way so that you

may not falter. 2 They will expel you from their
synagogues; indeed the time is comingwhen any-
one who kills you will think that they are making
an offering to God. 3 They will do this, because
they have not learned to know the Father, or even
me. 4 But I have spoken to you of these things
so that, when the time for them comes, you may
remember that I told you about them myself. 5 I
did not tell you all this at first, because I was with
you. But now I am to return to him who sent
me; and yet not one of you asks me – “Where are
you going?” 6 Although your hearts are full of
sorrow at all that I have been saying to you. 7 Yet
I am only telling you the truth; it is for your good
that I should go away. For otherwise the helper
will never come to you, but, if I leave you, I will
send him to you. 8 And he, when he comes, will
bring conviction to the world as to sin, and as to
righteousness, and as to judgment; 9 as to sin, for
people donot believe inme; 10as to righteousness,
for I am going to the Father, and you will see me
no longer; 11 as to judgment, for the Spirit that is
ruling this world has been condemned. 12 I have
still much to say to you, but you cannot bear it
now. 13 Yet when he – The Spirit of truth – comes,
he will guide you into all truth; for he will not
speak on his own authority, but he will speak of
all that he hears; and he will tell you of the things
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that are to come. 14He will honour me; because
he will take of what is mine, and will tell it to you.
15 Everything that the Father has is mine; that is
why I said that he takes of what is mine, and will
tell it to you. 16 In a little while you will no longer
see me; and then in a little while you will see me
indeed.’

17 At this some of his disciples said to one an-
other, ‘What does he mean by saying to us “In
a little while you will not see me, and then in a
little while youwill seeme indeed”; and by saying
“Because I am going to the Father”? 18What does
he mean by “In a little while”?’ they said. ‘We do
not knowwhat he is speaking about.’ 19 Jesus saw
that theywerewanting to ask him a question, and
said, ‘Are you trying to find out from one another
what I meant by saying “In a little while you will
not see me; and then in a little while you will see
me indeed”? 20 In truth I tell you that you will
weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you
will suffer pain, but your pain will turn to joy.
21A woman in labour is in pain because her time
has come; but no sooner is the child born, than
she forgets her trouble in her joy that a child has
been born into the world. 22 You, in the same
way, are sorry now; but I will see you again, and
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will rob you
of your joy. 23And at that time youwill not askme
anything; in truth I tell you, if you ask the Father
for anything, he will grant it to you in my name.
24 So far you have not asked for anything, in my
name; ask, and you will receive, so that your joy
may be complete. 25 I have spoken to you of all
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this in figures; a time is coming, however, when
I will not speak any longer to you in figures, but
will tell you about the Father plainly. 26 You will
ask, at that time, in my name; and I do not say
that I will intercede with the Father for you; 27 for
the Father himself loves you, because you have
lovedme, and have believed that I came from the
Father. 28 I came out from the Father, and have
come into the world; and now I am to leave the
world, and go to the Father.’

29 ‘At last,’ exclaimed the disciples, ‘you are us-
ing plain words and not speaking in figures at all.
30Nowweare sure that youknoweverything, and
need not wait for anyone to question you. This
makes us believe that you did come from God.’

31 ‘Do you believe that already?’ Jesus an-
swered. 32 ‘Listen! A time is coming – indeed it has
already come –when you are to be scattered, each
going his ownway, and to leaveme alone; and yet
I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 I
have spoken to you in this way, so that in me you
mayfindpeace. In theworld youwill find trouble;
yet, take courage! I have conquered the world.’

17
1After saying this, Jesus raised his eyes heaven-

wards, and said:
‘Father, the hour has come; honour your Son, so

that your Son may honour you; 2 even as
you gave him power over all humanity, so
that he should give eternal life to everyone
you have given him. 3 And the eternal life
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is this – to know you the one true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent as
your messenger. 4 I have honoured you on
earth by completing the work which you
have given me to do; 5 and now do you
honour me, Father, at your own side, with
the honour which I had at your side before
the world began. 6 I have revealed you to
those whom you gave me from the world;
they were your own, and you gave them
to me; and they have laid your message
to heart. 7 They recognise now that every-
thing that you gave me was from you; 8 for
I have given them the teaching which you
gave me, and they received it, and clearly
understood that I came from you, and they
believed that you have sent me as your
messenger. 9 I intercede for them; I am
not interceding for the world, but for those
whomyouhave givenme, for they are your
own – 10 All that is mine is yours, and all
that is yours is mine – and I am honoured
in them. 11 Now I am to be in this world
no longer, but they are still to be in the
world, and I am to come to you. Holy Fa-
ther, keep them by that revelation of your
name which you have given me, so that
they may be one, as we are. 12While I was
with them, I kept them by that revelation,
and I have guarded them; and not one of
them has been lost, except that lost soul –
in fulfilment of scripture. 13 But now I am
to come to you; and I am speaking like this,
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while still in the world, so that they may
have my own joy, in all its fullness, in their
hearts. 14 I have given them your message;
and the world hated them, because they do
not belong to the world, even as I do not
belong to the world. 15 I do not ask you
to take them out of the world, but to keep
them from evil. 16 They do not belong to
the world, even as I do not belong to the
world. 17 Consecrate them by the truth;
your message is truth. 18 Just as you have
sent me as your messenger to the world,
so I send them as my messengers to the
world. 19 And it is for their sakes that I
am consecrating myself, so that they also
may be truly consecrated. 20 But it is not
only for them that I am interceding, but
also for those who believe in me through
their message, 21 that they all may be one –
that as you, Father, are in union with us –
and so theworldmay believe that you have
sent me as your messenger. 22 I have given
them the honourwhich you have givenme,
so that they may be one as we are one –
23 I in union with them and you with me
– so that they may be perfected in their
union, and so that the world may know
that you have sent me as your messenger,
and that you have loved them as you have
loved me. 24 Father, my desire for all those
whom you have given me is that they may
be with me where I am, so that they may
see the honour which you have given me;
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for you did loveme before the beginning of
the world. 25 Righteous Father, though the
world did not know you, I knew you; and
these people knew that youhave sentme as
yourmessenger. 26 I havemade you known
to them, and will do so still; that the love
that you have had for me may be in their
hearts, and that I may be in them also.’

18
1When Jesus had said this, he went out with his

disciples and crossed the Kidron ravine to a place
where there was a garden, into which he and his
disciples went. 2 The place was well known to
Judas, the betrayer, for Jesus and his disciples had
often met there. 3 So Judas, who had obtained
the soldiers of the Roman garrison, and some
guards from the chief priests and the Pharisees,
came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.
4 Jesus, aware of all that was coming upon him,
went to meet them, and said to them, ‘For whom
are you looking?’

5 ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’was their answer. ‘I amhe,’
said Jesus. (Judas, the betrayer, was also standing
with them.) 6WhenJesus said “I amhe,” theydrew
back and fell to the ground. 7 So he again asked
for whom they were looking, and they answered,
‘Jesus of Nazareth.’

8 ‘I have already told you that I am he,’ replied
Jesus, ‘so, if it is for me that you are looking, let
these people go.’ 9 This was in fulfilment of his
words – “Of thosewhomyouhave givenme I have
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not lost one.” 10 At this, Simon Peter, who had
a sword with him, drew it, and struck the high
priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The
servant’s name was Malchus. 11 But Jesus said to
Peter, ‘Sheathe your sword. Should I not drink the
cup which the Father has givenme?’

p12 So the soldiers of the garrison, with their
commanding officer and the Jewish guards, ar-
rested Jesus and bound him, 13 and took him first
of all to Annas. Annas was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It
was Caiaphas who had counselled the religious
authorities, that itwasbest thatonepersonshould
die for the people. 15 Meanwhile Simon Peter
followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. That
disciple, beingwell-knownto thehighpriest,went
with Jesus into thehighpriest’s courtyard, 16while
Peter stood outside by the door. Presently the
other disciple – the one well-known to the high
priest – went out and spoke to the portress, and
brought Peter in. 17 So the maidservant said to
Peter, ‘Aren’t you also one of this man’s disciples?’

‘No, I am not,’ he said. 18 The servants
and guards were standing round a charcoal fire
(which they had made because it was cold), and
were warming themselves. Peter, too, was with
them, standing and warming himself. 19The high
priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and
about his teaching. 20 ‘For my part,’ answered
Jesus, ‘I have spoken to all the world openly.
I always taught in some synagogue, or in the
TempleCourts, placeswhere everyoneassembles,
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and I never spoke of anything in secret. 21 Why
question me? Question those who have listened
to me as to what I have spoken about to them.
They must know what I said.’ 22 When Jesus
said this, one of the guards, who was standing
near, gave him a blow with his hand. ‘Do you
answer the high priest like that?’ he exclaimed.
23 ‘If I said anything wrong, give evidence about
it,’ replied Jesus, ‘but if not, why do you strike
me?’ 24 Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the
high priest. 25Meanwhile Simon Peter was stand-
ing there, warming himself; so they said to him,
‘Aren’t you also one of his disciples?’ Peter denied
it. ‘No, I amnot,’ he said. 26One of the high priest’s
servants, a relation of the man whose ear Peter
had cut off, exclaimed, ‘Didn’t I myself see you
with him in the garden?’ 27 Peter again denied it;
and at that moment a cock crowed.

28From Caiaphas they took Jesus to the Govern-
ment house. It was early in themorning. But they
did not enter the Government house themselves,
otherwise they might become defiled, and so be
unable to eat the Passover. 29 Therefore Pilate
came outside to speak to them. ‘What charge
do you bring against this man?’ he asked. 30 ‘If
he had not been a criminal, we should not have
given him up to you,’ they answered. 31 ‘Take him
yourselves,’ said Pilate, ‘and try him by your own
Law.’

‘We have no power to put anyone to death,’ the
authorities replied – 32 in fulfilment of what Jesus
had said when indicating the death that he was
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destined to die. 33After that, Pilate went into the
Government house again, and calling Jesus up,
asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’

34 ‘Do you ask me that yourself?’ replied Jesus,
‘or did others say it to you about me?’

35 ‘Do you take me for a Jew?’ was Pilate’s an-
swer. ‘It is your own nation and the chief priests
who have given you up to me. What have you
done?’

36 ‘My kingly power,’ replied Jesus, ‘is not due to
this world. If it had been so, my servants would
be doing their utmost to prevent my being given
up to the authorities; but my kingly power is not
from the world.’

37 ‘So you are a king after all!’ exclaimed Pilate.
‘Yes, it is true I am a king,’ answered Jesus. ‘I was
born for this, I have come into the world for this
– to bear testimony to the truth. Everyone who is
on the side of truth listens to my voice.’

38 ‘What is truth?’ exclaimedPilate. After saying
this, he went out to the crowd again, and said,
‘For my part, I find nothing with which he can be
charged. 39 It is, however, the custom for me to
grant you the release of one man at the Passover
Festival. Do youwish for the release of the king of
the Jews?’

40 ‘No, not this man,’ they shouted again, ‘but
Barabbas!’ This Barabbas was a robber.

19
1 After that, Pilate had Jesus scourged. 2 The

soldiers made a crown with some thorns and put
it on his head and threw a purple robe round
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him. 3 They kept coming up to him and saying,
‘Long live the king of the Jews!’ and they gave him
blow after blow with their hands. 4 Pilate again
came outside, and said to the people, ‘Look! I am
bringing him out to you, so that you may know
that I find nothingwithwhich he can be charged.’
5 Then Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe; and Pilate said to
them, ‘Here is the man!’ 6When the chief priests
and the guards saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify
him! Crucify him!’

‘Take him yourselves and crucify him,’ said Pi-
late. ‘Formypart, I findnothingwithwhichhecan
be charged.’

7 ‘Butwe,’ replied the crowd, ‘have a Law, under
whichhedeservesdeath formakinghimself out to
be the Son of God.’ 8When Pilate heard what they
said, he became still more alarmed; 9 and, going
into theGovernment house again, he said to Jesus,
‘Where do you come from?’ 10 But Jesus made
no reply. So Pilate said to him, ‘Do you refuse to
speak tome? Don’t you know that I have power to
release you, and have power to crucify you?’

11 ‘You would have no power over me at all,’
answered Jesus, ‘if it had not been given you from
above; and, therefore, the man who betrayed
me to you is guilty of the greater sin.’ 12 This
made Pilate anxious to release him; but the crowd
shouted, ‘If you release that man, you are no
friend of the Emperor! Anyone who makes him-
self out to be a king is setting himself against
the Emperor!’ 13 On hearing what they said, Pi-
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late brought Jesus out, and took his seat on the
Bench at a place called “The Stone Pavement” –
in Hebrew “Gabbatha.” 14 It was the Passover
Preparation day, and about noon. Then he said to
the crowd, ‘Here is yourking!’ 15At that thepeople
shouted, ‘Kill him! Kill him! Crucify him!’

‘What! Should I crucify your king?’ exclaimed
Pilate. ‘We have no king but the Emperor,’ replied
the chief priests; 16 so Pilate gave Jesus up to them
to be crucified.

So they took Jesus; 17 and he went out, carrying
his cross himself, to the place which is named
from a skull, or, in Hebrew, Golgotha. 18 There
they crucified him, and two others with him – one
on each side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate
also had these words written and put up over the
cross – “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE
JEWS.” 20Thesewordswere read bymany people,
because the place where Jesus was crucified was
near the city; and they were written in Hebrew,
Latin and Greek. 21The chief priests said to Pilate,
‘Do not write “The king of the Jews”, but write
what the man said – “I am the king of the Jews.” ’
22 But Pilate answered, ‘What I have written, I
have written.’

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they
took his clothes anddivided them into four shares
– a share for each soldier – and they took the coat
also. The coat had no seam, being woven in one
piece from top to bottom. 24 So they said to one
another, ‘Donot let us tear it, but let us cast lots for
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it, to see who will have it.’ This was in fulfilment
of the words of scripture –
“They sharedmy clothes among them,

and over my clothing they cast lots.”
That was what the soldiers did. 25 Meanwhile
near the cross of Jesus were standing his mother
and his mother’s sister, as well as Mary the wife
of Clopas and Mary of Magdala. 26 When Jesus
saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved,
standing near, he said to hismother, ‘There is your
son.’ 27Then he said to that disciple, ‘There is your
mother.’ And from that very hour the disciple
took her to live in his house.

28 Afterwards, knowing that everything was
nowfinished, Jesus said, in fulfilmentof thewords
of scripture, ‘I am thirsty.’ 29 There was a bowl
standing there full of common wine; so they put
a sponge soaked in the wine on the end of a
hyssop-stalk, and held it up to hismouth. 30When
Jesus had received the wine, he exclaimed, ‘All is
finished!’ Then, bowing his head, he resigned his
spirit to God. 31 It was the Preparation day, and
so, to prevent the bodies from remaining on the
crosses during the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was
a great day), the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs
broken and the bodies removed. 32 Accordingly
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
man, and then those of the other who had been
crucified with Jesus; 33 but, on coming to him,
when they saw that he was already dead, they
did not break his legs. 34 One of the soldiers,
however, pierced his side with a spear, and blood
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and water immediately flowed from it. 35 This is
the statement of one who actually saw it – and his
statement may be relied on, and he knows that
he is speaking the truth – and it is given in order
that you also may be convinced. 36 For all this
happened in fulfilment of thewords of scripture –
“Not one of its boneswill be broken.” 37And there
is another passage which says – “They will look
on him whom they pierced.” 38After this, Joseph
of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus – but a secret
one, owing to his fear of the religious authorities –
begged Pilate’s permission to remove the body of
Jesus. Pilate gave him leave; so Joseph went and
removed the body. 39 Nicodemus, too – the man
who had formerly visited Jesus by night – came
with a roll of myrrh and aloes, weighing nearly a
hundred pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus,
and wound it in linen with the spices, according
to the Jewishmode of burial. 41At the placewhere
Jesus had been crucified there was a garden, and
in the garden a newlymade tomb inwhich no one
had ever been laid. 42And so, because of its being
the Preparation day, and as the tomb was close at
hand, they laid Jesus there.

20
The Risen Life

1 On the first day of the week, early in the
morning, while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala
went to the tomb, and saw that the stone had
been removed. 2 So she came running to Simon
Peter, and to that other disciple who was Jesus’
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friend, and said to them, ‘They have taken away
the Master out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him!’ 3 So, Peter started
off with that other disciple, and they went to
the tomb. 4 The two began running together;
but the other disciple ran faster than Peter, and
reached the tomb first. 5 Stooping down, he saw
the linen wrappings lying there, but did not go
in. 6Presently SimonPeter came followingbehind
him, andwent into the tomb; and he looked at the
linenwrappings lying there, 7and the clothwhich
had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the wrap-
pings, but rolled uponone side, separately. 8Then
theotherdisciple,whohad reached the tombfirst,
went inside too, and he saw for himself and was
convinced. 9For they did not then understand the
passage of scripture which says that Jesus must
rise again from the dead. 10 The disciples then
returned to their companions.

11Meanwhile Mary was standing close outside
the tomb, weeping. Still weeping, she leant for-
ward into the tomb, 12 and perceived two angels
clothed in white sitting there, where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one where the head and the
other where the feet had been. 13 ‘Why are you
weeping?’ asked the angels. ‘They have taken my
Master away,’ she answered, ‘and I do not know
where theyhave laid him.’ 14After saying this, she
turned round, and looked at Jesus standing there,
but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 ‘Why
are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ he
asked. Supposing him to be the gardener, Mary
answered, ‘If it was you, Sir, who carried him
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away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will
take him awaymyself.’

16 ‘Mary!’ said Jesus. She turned round, and
exclaimed inHebrew, ‘Rabboni!’ (or, aswe should
say, “teacher”). 17 ‘Do not hold me,’ Jesus said, ‘for
I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go tomy
brothers, and tell them that I amascending to him
who is my Father and their Father, my God and
their God.’ 18Mary of Magdala went and told the
disciples that she had seen theMaster, and that he
had said this to her.

19 In the evening of the same day – the first
day of the week – after the doors of the room, in
which the disciples were, had been shut because
theywere afraid of the religious authorities, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you’; 20 after which he showed them his
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with
joy when they saw the Master. 21Again Jesus said
to them, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me as his messenger, so I am sending you.’
22After saying this, hebreathedon them, and said,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit; 23 if you remit anyone’s
sins, they have been remitted; and, if you retain
them, they have been retained.’

24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, called “The
Twin,” was not with them when Jesus came; 25 so
the rest of the disciples said to him, ‘Wehave seen
theMaster!’

‘Unless I see themarks of the nails in his hands,’
he exclaimed, ‘and put my finger into the marks,
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and put my hand into his side, I will not believe
it.’ 26 A week later the disciples were again in
the house, and Thomas was with them. After the
doors had been shut, Jesus came and stood among
them, and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Place your finger here, and look
at my hands; and place your hand here, and put
it into my side; and do not refuse to believe, but
believe.’ 28 And Thomas exclaimed, ‘My Master,
andmy God!’

29 ‘Is it because you have seenme that you have
believed?’ said Jesus. ‘Blessed are they who have
not seen, and yet have believed!’

30 There were many other signs of his mission
that Jesus gave in presence of the disciples, which
are not recorded in this book; 31 but these have
been recorded so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God – and that, through
your belief in his name, youmay have life.

21
1Lateron, Jesus showedhimself again to thedis-

ciples by the Sea of Tiberias. 2 It was in this way, –
Simon Peter, Thomas, whowas called “The Twin,”
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and
two other disciples of Jesus, were together, when
Simon Peter said, 3 ‘I am going fishing.’

‘We will come with you,’ said the others. They
went out and got into the boat, but caught nothing
that night. 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus came
and stood on the beach; but the disciples did not
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know that it was he. 5 ‘My children,’ he said, ‘have
you anything to eat?’

‘No,’ they answered. 6 ‘Cast your net to the right
of the boat,’ he said, ‘and you will find fish.’ So
they cast the net, and now they could not haul it
in because of the quantity of fish. 7 The disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Master!’
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Master,
he fastened his coat round him (for he had taken
it off), and threw himself into the sea. 8 But the
rest of the disciples came in the boat (for they
were only about a hundred yards from shore),
dragging the net full of fish. 9 When they had
come ashore, they found a charcoal fire ready,
with some fish already on it, and some bread as
well. 10 ‘Bring some of the fish which you have
just caught,’ said Jesus. 11 So Simon Peter got into
the boat and hauled the net ashore full of large
fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and yet,
although there were so many, the net had not
been torn. 12 ‘Come and have breakfast.’, Jesus
said. None of the disciples dared ask him who he
was, because they knew it was theMaster. 13 Jesus
went and took the bread and gave it to them, and
the fish too. 14 This was the third time that Jesus
showed himself to the disciples after he had risen
from the dead.

15When breakfast was over, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more
than the others?’

‘Yes, Master,’ he answered, ‘you know that I am
your friend.’
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‘Feed my lambs,’ said Jesus. 16 Then, a second
time, Jesus asked, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love
me?’

‘Yes, Master,’ he answered, ‘you know that I am
your friend.’

‘Tend my sheep,’ said Jesus. 17 The third time,
Jesus said to him, ‘Simon, son of John, are you my
friend?’ Peterwas hurt at his third question being
“Are youmy friend?”; and exclaimed, ‘Master, you
know everything! You can tell that I am your
friend.’

‘Feedmysheep,’ said Jesus. 18 ‘In truth I tell you,’
he continued, ‘when youwere young, you used to
put on your own clothes, and walk wherever you
wished; but, when you have grown old, you will
have to stretch out your hands, while someone
elseputsonyourclothes, and takesyouwhereyou
do not wish.’ 19 Jesus said this to show the death
by which Peter was to honour God, and then he
added, ‘Follow me.’ 20 Peter turned round, and
saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following – the
one who at the supper leant back on the Master’s
shoulder, and asked him who it was who would
betray him. 21 Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus,
‘Master, what about this man?’

22 ‘If it is my will that he should wait until I
come,’ answered Jesus, ‘what has that to do with
you? Follow me yourself.’ 23 So the report spread
among his followers that that disciple was not to
die; yet Jesus did not say that he was not to die,
but said ‘If it is my will that he should wait until
I come, what has that to do with you?’
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24 It is this disciple who states these things, and
who recorded them; and we know that his state-
ment is true.

25There aremany other things which Jesus did;
but, if every one of them were to be recorded in
detail, I suppose that even the world itself would
not hold the books that would be written.



lxxiii

Open English Bible (Commonwealth Spelling)
The Holy Bible, Open English Bible translation, with

Commonwealth spelling
Public Domain

Language: English

Translation by: OpenEnglishBible.org

Please see OpenEnglishBible.org/ for information about this translation.

2023-04-20

PDF generated using Haiola and XeLaTeX on 22 Apr 2023 from source files
dated 20 Apr 2023
5f56840b-16e0-5584-b471-8021dc45a45a

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain
http://www.ethnologue.org/language/eng
http://openenglishbible.org/

	John

