
Matthew 1:1 i Matthew 1:12

The
Good News According to

Matthew

The Birth, Parentage and Infancy
1 A genealogy of Jesus Christ, a descendant of

David and Abraham.
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac of

Jacob, Jacob of Judah and his brothers,
3 Judah of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was

Tamar, Perez of Hezron, Hezron of Aram,
4 Aram of Aminadab, Aminadab of Nahshon,

Nahshon of Salmon,
5 Salmon of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,

Boaz of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed of
Jesse,

6 Jesse of David the King. David was the father
of Solomon, whosemother was Uriah’s widow,

7 Solomon of Rehoboam, Rehoboam of Abijah,
Abijah of Asa,

8 Asa of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat of Joram,
Joram of Uzziah,

9 Uzziah of Jotham, Jotham of Ahaz, Ahaz of
Hezekiah,

10 Hezekiah of Manasseh, Manasseh of Amon,
Amon of Josiah,

11 Josiah of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the
time of the Exile to Babylon.

12After the Exile to Babylon – Jechoniahwas the
father of Salathiel, Salathiel of Zerubbabel,
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13 Zerubbabel of Abiud, Abiud of Eliakim, Eli-
akim of Azor,

14 Azor of Zadok, Zadok of Achim, Achim of
Eliud,

15Eliud of Eleazar, Eleazar ofMatthan, Matthan
of Jacob,

16 Jacob of Joseph, the husband of Mary, who
was themother of Jesus, who is called “Christ”.

17 So the whole number of generations from
Abraham to David is fourteen; from David to the
Exile to Babylon fourteen; and from the Exile to
Babylon to the Christ fourteen.

18This is how Jesus Christ was born:
His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but,

before the marriage took place, she found herself
to be pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit.

19 Her husband, Joseph, was a just man and,
since he did not want to disgrace her publicly,
he resolved to put an end to their engagement
privately.

20Hehadbeen thinking this over,whenanangel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream.

‘Joseph, son of David,’ the angel said, ‘do not be
afraid to takeMary for yourwife, for her child has
been conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit.

21 She will give birth to a son; name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.’

22All this happened in fulfilment of thesewords
of the Lord through the prophet, where he says –
23 “The virgin will conceive and will give birth

to a son, and they will give him the name
Immanuel”
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– a word whichmeans “God is with us.”
24When Josephwoke up, he did as the angel of the
Lord had directed him.
25He made Mary his wife, but they did not sleep
togetherbefore thebirthofher son; and to this son
he gave the name Jesus.

2
1After the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem in Judea,

in the reign of King Herod, some astrologers from
the East arrived in Jerusalem, asking,

2 ‘Where is the newborn king of the Jews? For
we saw his star in the east, and have come to
worship him.’

3When King Herod heard of this, he was much
troubled, and so too was all Jerusalem.

4 He called together all the chief priests and
teachers of the Law in the nation, and questioned
them as to where the Christ was to be born.

5 ‘At Bethlehem in Judea,’was their answer, ‘for
it is said in the prophet –
6 “And you, Bethlehem in Judah’s land,

are in no way least among the chief cities of
Judah,

for out of you will come a ruler –
whowill shepherdmy people Israel.” ’

7 Then Herod secretly sent for the astrologers.
He found out from them the time of the appear-
ance of the star.

8 Sending them to Bethlehem he said, ‘Go and
make a careful search for the child. When you
have found him, bring word back to me, so that
I, too, can go andworship him.’
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9Theastrologersheardwhat thekinghad to say,
and then continued their journey. The star which
they had seen in the east led them on, until it
reached and stood over the place where the child
was.

10 At the sight of the star they were filled with
joy.

11 Entering the house, they saw the child with
his mother, Mary, and fell at his feet and wor-
shipped him. Then they opened their treasure
chests, and offered to the child presents of gold,
frankincense, andmyrrh.

12 But afterwards, having been warned in a
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to
their own country by another road.

13 After they had left, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to Joseph in a dream, and said, ‘Get up,
take the child and his mother, and seek refuge in
Egypt; and stay there until I tell you to return, for
Herod is about to search for the child, to put him
to death.’

14 Joseph woke up, and taking the child and his
mother by night, went into Egypt,

15 and there he stayed until Herod’s death. This
was in fulfilment of thesewords of the Lord in the
prophet, where he says –
“Out of Egypt I calledmy Son.”

16 When Herod found out that the astrologers
had tricked him, he flew into a rage. He sent and
put to death all the boys in Bethlehem and the
whole of that region, who were two years old or
under, guided by the time which he had learned
from the astrologers.
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17Thenwere fulfilled thesewords spoken in the
prophet Jeremiah, where he says –
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping andmourning loudly;
Rachel, weeping for her children,

refusing all comfort for they were dead.”
19 But, on the death of Herod, an angel of the

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and
said,

20 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go
into the Land of Israel, for those who sought to
take the child’s life are dead.’

21 He woke up, and taking the child and his
mother, went into the Land of Israel.

22 But, hearing that Archelaus had succeeded
his father Herod as king of Judea, he was afraid
to go back there; and having been warned in a
dream, hewent into the part of the country called
Galilee.

23 There he settled in the town of Nazareth, in
fulfilment of these words in the prophets – “He
will be called a Nazarene.”

3
The Preparation

1About that time John theBaptistfirst appeared,
proclaiming in the wilderness of Judea:

2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’
3 John was the one who was spoken of in the

prophet Isaiah, where he says –
“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
‘Make ready the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”
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4 John’s clothes were made of camels’ hair, with
a leather strap round his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey.

5At that time Jerusalem, andall Judea, aswell as
the whole district of the Jordan, went out to him

6 and were baptised by him in the Jordan River,
confessing their sins.

7 But when John saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming to receive his baptism, he
said to them, ‘You children of snakes! Who has
prompted you to seek refuge from the coming
judgment?

8Let your life, then, prove your repentance;
9 and do not think that you can say among

yourselves “Abraham is our ancestor,” for I tell
you that out of these stones God is able to raise
descendants for Abraham!

10Already the axe is lying at the root of the trees.
Therefore every tree that fails to bear good fruit
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 I, indeed, baptise you with water to teach
repentance; buthewho is comingafterme ismore
powerful than I, and I am not fit even to carry his
sandals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire.

12His winnowing-fan is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing-floor, and store his grain in the
barn, but the chaff he will burn with a fire that
cannot be put out.’

13Then Jesus came fromGalilee to the Jordan, to
John, to be baptised by him.

14But John tried to prevent him.
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‘I need to be baptised by you,’ he said, ‘so why
have you come tome?’

15 ‘This is the way it should be for now,’ Jesus
answered, ‘because we should do everything that
God requires.’ So John agreed.

16After thebaptismof Jesus, and just as he came
up from the water, the heavens opened, and he
saw the Spirit of God comingdown like a dove and
resting on him,

17 and from the heavens there came a voice
which said, ‘This is my dearly loved son, who
brings me great joy.’

4
1 Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by

the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.
2 And, after he had fasted for forty days and

forty nights, he became hungry.
3The Tempter came to him, and said:

‘If you are God’s Son, tell these stones to become
loaves of bread.’

4But Jesus answered, ‘Scripture says –
“It is not onbreadalone that a person is to live, but

on every word that comes from the mouth
of God.” ’

5 Then the devil took him to the Holy City, and,
placing him on the parapet of the temple, said to
him,
6 ‘If you are God’s Son, throw yourself down, for
scripture says –
“Hewill give his angels commands about you,
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and on their hands they will lift you up,
so you do not even strike your foot against a

stone.” ’
7 ‘Scripture also says,’ answered Jesus,
‘ “Youmust not tempt the Lord your God.” ’
8The third time, the devil took Jesus to a very high
mountain, and, showing him all the kingdoms of
the world and their splendour, said to him:
9 ‘All these I will give you, if youwill fall atmy feet

and worshipme.’
10 Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go away, Satan! For
scripture says –
“You must worship the Lord your God, and wor-

ship him only.” ’
11 Then the devil left him alone, and angels came
and helped him.

TheWork in Galilee
12 When Jesus heard that John had been ar-

rested, he returned to Galilee.
13 Afterwards, leaving Nazareth, he went and

settled at Capernaum, which is by the side of the
sea, within the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali;

14 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet
Isaiah –
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
the land of the Road by the sea, and beyond the

Jordan,
with Galilee of the Gentiles –

16The people whowere living in darkness
have seen a great light,
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and, for thosewhowere living in the shadow-land
of death,

a light has dawned!”

17At that time Jesus began to proclaim –
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

18 As Jesus was walking along the shore of the
Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers – Simon, also
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew – casting
a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.

19 ‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will
teach you to fish for people.’

20 The two men left their nets at once and fol-
lowed him.

21Going further on, he saw two other men who
were also brothers, James, Zebedee’s son, and
his brother John, in their boat with their father,
mending their nets. Jesus called them,

22 and they at once left their boat and their
father, and followed him.

23 Jesus went all through Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of
thekingdom, andcuringeverykindofdiseaseand
every kind of sickness among the people;

24 and his fame spread all through Syria. They
brought to him all who were ill with any form of
disease, or who were suffering pain – any who
wereeitherpossessedbydemons, orwere lunatic,
or paralysed; and he cured them.

25 He was followed by large crowds from
Galilee, the district of the Ten Towns, Jerusalem,
Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
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5
1 On seeing the crowds of people, Jesus went

up the hill; and, when he had taken his seat, his
disciples came up to him;

2and he began to teach them, saying:
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4Blessed are themourners,

for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the gentle,

for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness,
for they will be satisfied.

7Blessed are themerciful,
for they will findmercy.

8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

10Blessed are those who have been persecuted in
the cause of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 ‘Blessed are you when people insult you, and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil lies about
you because of me.
12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward in
heaven will be great; this is the way they perse-
cuted the prophets who lived before you.

13 ‘You are salt for theworld. But if salt becomes
tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no
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longer good for anything, but is thrown away, and
trampled underfoot.

14 It is youwhoare the light of theworld. A town
that stands on a hill cannot be hidden.

15 People do not light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on the lamp-stand, where it gives light
to everyone in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before the eyes of
others so that, seeing your good actions, they will
praise your Father who is in heaven.

17 ‘Donot think that I have come todoawaywith
the Law or the prophets; I have not come to do
awaywith them, but to complete them.

18For I tell you, until the heavens and the earth
disappear, not even the smallest letter, nor one
stroke of a letter, will disappear from the Law
until all is done.

19Whoever, therefore, breaks one of these com-
mandments, even the least of them, and teaches
others to do so, will be the least esteemed in the
kingdomof heaven; butwhoever keeps them, and
teaches others to do so, will be esteemed great in
the kingdom of heaven.

20 Indeed I tell you that, unless you obey God’s
commands better than of the teachers of the Law,
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.

21 ‘You have heard that to our ancestors it was
said – “You must not commit murder,” and “Who-
ever commits murder will be brought to trial.”

22 But I say to you that anyone who is angry
at their brother or sister will be brought to trial;
andwhoever insults their brother or sisterwill be
brought before the High Council, while whoever
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calls them a fool will be in danger of the fires of
Gehenna.

23Therefore,whenpresentingyourgift at theal-
tar, if even there you remember that your brother
or sister has something against you,

24 leave your gift there, before the altar, go
and be reconciled to them, first, then come and
present your gift.

25Be ready tomake friendswith your opponent,
even when you meet them on your way to the
court; otherwise they might hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to the judicial officer, and you
will be thrown into prison.

26 I tell you, youwill not comeout until youhave
paid the last cent.

27 ‘You have heard that it was said – “You must
not commit adultery.”

28 But I say to you that anyone who looks at a
woman and desires her has already committed
adultery with her in his heart.

29 If your right eye causes you to sin, take it out
and throw it away. It would be best for you to lose
one part of your body, and not to have the whole
of it thrown into Gehenna.

30And, if your right hand causes you to sin, cut
it off and throw it away. It would be best for you
to lose one part of your body, and not to have the
whole of it go down to Gehenna.

31 ‘It was also said – “Let anyone who divorces
his wife serve her with a notice of separation.”

32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except on the ground of some serious sexual
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sin, leads to her committing adultery; while any-
one whomarries her after her divorce is guilty of
adultery.

33 Again, you have heard that our ancestors
were told – “Do not break your oaths, keep your
vows to the Lord.”

34But I say to you that youmust not swear at all,
either by heaven, since that is God’s throne,

35orby theearth, since that is his footstool, orby
Jerusalem, since that is the city of the Great King.

36Nor should you swearbyyourhead, since you
cannot make a single hair either white or black.

37 Let your words be simply “Yes” or “No”; any-
thing beyond this comes fromwhat is evil.

38 ‘You have heard that it was said – “An eye for
an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”

39But I say to you that youmust not resist those
who wrong you; but, if anyone strikes you on the
right cheek, turn the other to them also.

40 If someone sues you for your shirt, let them
have your cloak as well.

41 If you are forced to carry a soldier’s pack for
onemile, carry it two.

42 Give to anyone who asks and, if someone
wants toborrowfromyou, donot turn themaway.

43 You have heard that it was said – “You must
love your neighbour and hate your enemy.”

44But what I tell you is this: love your enemies,
and pray for those who persecute you,

45 so that you may become children of your
Father who is in heaven; for he causes his sun to
rise on bad and good alike, and sends rain on the
righteous and on the unrighteous.
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46For, if you love only those who love you, what
reward will you have? Even the tax collectors do
this!

47And, if you only welcome your brothers and
sisters, what are you doing more than others?
Even the Gentiles do this!

48 You, then, must become perfect – as your
heavenly Father is perfect.

6
1 ‘Take care not to performyour religious duties

in public in order to be seen by others; if you do,
your Father who is in heaven has no reward for
you.

2 Therefore, when you do acts of charity, do
not have a trumpet blown in front of you, as
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets
so that peoplewill praise them. There, I tell you, is
their reward!

3But,whenyoudoacts of charity, donot let your
left hand knowwhat your right hand is doing,

4 so that your charity may be secret; and your
Father,whoseeswhat is in secret,will rewardyou.

5 ‘And, when you pray, you are not to behave as
hypocrites do. They like to pray standing in the
synagogues and at the corners of the streets, so
that peoplewill see them. There, I tell you, is their
reward!

6But,whenoneof youprays, they shouldgo into
their own room, shut the door, and pray to their
Fatherwhodwells in secret; and their Father, who
sees what is secret, will reward them.

7When praying, do not repeat the same words
over and over again, as is done by the Gentiles,
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who think that by using many words they will
obtain a hearing.

8 Do not imitate them; for God, your Father,
knows what you need before you ask him.

9You, therefore, should pray like this –
“Our Father, who is in heaven,
may your name be held holy,
10your kingdom come, your will be done –

on earth, as in heaven.
11Give us today

the bread that we will need;
12and forgive us our wrongdoings,

aswe have forgiven thosewhohavewronged
us;

13and take us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.”

14 For, if you forgive others their offences, your
heavenly Father will forgive you also;
15 but, if you do not forgive others their offences,
not even your Father will forgive your offences.

16 ‘And, when you fast, do not put on gloomy
looks, as hypocrites do who disfigure their faces
so that they may be seen by people to be fasting.
That, I tell you, is their reward!

17But,whenoneof you fasts, they should anoint
their head andwash their face,

18 so that they may not be seen by people to be
fasting, but by their Father who dwells in secret;
and their Father, who sees what is secret, will
reward them.
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19 ‘Do not store up treasures for yourselves on
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal.

20 But store up treasures for yourselves in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in or steal.

21 For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.

22The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is
unclouded, your whole body will be lit up;

23 but, if your eye is diseased, your whole body
will be darkened. And, if the inner light is dark-
ness, how intensemust that darkness be!

24No one can serve twomasters, for either they
will hate one and love the other, or else they will
attach themselves to one and despise the other.
You cannot serve both God andMoney.

25 ‘This is why I say to you, Do not be anxious
about your life –what you can get to eat or drink,
or about your body –what you can get to wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing?

26 Look at the wild birds – they neither sow,
nor reap, nor gather into barns; and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them! Aren’t you more
precious than they?

27 But which of you, by being anxious, can pro-
long their life a single moment?

28 And why be anxious about clothing? Study
the wild lilies, and how they grow. They neither
toil nor spin;

29 yet I tell you that even Solomon in all his
splendour was not robed like one of these.
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30 If God so clothes even the grass of the
field, which is living today and tomorrow will be
thrown into the oven, won’t hemuchmore clothe
you, you of little faith?

31 Do not then ask anxiously “What can we get
to eat?” or “What can we get to drink?” or “What
can we get to wear?”

32All these are the things for which the nations
are seeking, and your heavenly Father knows that
you need them all.

33But first seek his kingdom and the righteous-
ness thathe requires, and thenall these thingswill
be added for you.

34Therefore donot be anxious about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will bring its own anxieties. Every
day has trouble enough of its own.

7
1 ‘Do not judge and youwill not be judged.
2 For, just as you judge others, you will your-

selves be judged, and the standard that you use
will be used for you.

3 Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in
your friend’s eye, while you payno attention at all
to the plank of wood in yours?

4How will you say to your friend “Let me take
out the speck from your eye,” when all the time
there is a plank in your own?

5Hypocrite! Take out the plank from your own
eye first, and then youwill see clearly how to take
out the speck from your friend’s.
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6 ‘Do not give what is sacred to dogs; they will
turn and maul you. Do not throw your pearls
before pigs; they will trample them underfoot.

7Ask, and itwill be given toyou; search, andyou
will find; knock, and the door will be opened to
you.

8 For the person who asks receives, the person
who searches finds, and the door will be opened
to the person who knocks.

9Who among you, when their child asks them
for bread, will give them a stone,

10 or when they ask for a fish, will give them a
snake?

11 If you, then, wicked though you are, know
how to give good gifts to your children, howmuch
morewill your Father who is in heaven givewhat
is good to those who ask him!

12 ‘Do to others whatever you would wish them
to do to you; for that is the teaching of both the
Law and the prophets.

13Go in by the small gate. The road that leads to
destruction is broad and spacious, andmany go in
by it.

14 For the gate is small, and the road narrow,
that leads to life, and there are fewwho find it.

15 ‘Beware of false teachers – people who come
to you in the guise of sheep, but at heart they are
ravenous wolves.

16By the fruit of their lives youwill know them.
Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs
from thistles?

17 So, too, every sound tree bears good fruit,
while a worthless tree bears bad fruit.
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18 A sound tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor
can a worthless tree bear good fruit.

19 Every tree that fails to bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.

20 So it is by the fruit of their lives that you will
know such people.

21Not everyone who says to me “Master! Mas-
ter!” will enter thekingdomofheaven, butonlyhe
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

22 On that day many will say to me “Master,
Master, was not it in your name that we taught,
and in your name that we drove out demons, and
in your name that we didmanymiracles?”

23 And then I will say to them plainly “I never
knew you. Go frommy presence, you who live in
sin.”

24 ‘Everyone, therefore, who listens to this
teaching of mine and acts on it may be compared
to a prudent person, who built their house on the
rock.

25 The rain poured down, the rivers rose, the
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not
fall, for its foundations were on the rock.

26Everyonewho listens to this teaching ofmine
anddoesnotacton itmaybecompared toa foolish
person, who built their house on the sand.

27 The rain poured down, the rivers rose, the
winds blew and struck against that house, and it
fell with a great crash.’

28By the time that Jesus had finished speaking,
the crowdwasfilledwith amazement at his teach-
ing.



Matthew 7:29 xx Matthew 8:9

29 For he taught them like one who had author-
ity, and not like their teachers of the Law.

8
1 When Jesus had come down from the hill,

great crowds followed him.
2He sawa leperwho cameup, and bowed to the

ground before him, and said, ‘Master, if only you
are willing, you are able to makeme clean.’

3 Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched him,
saying as he did so, ‘I am willing; become clean.’
Instantly he wasmade clean from his leprosy;

4 and then Jesus said to him, ‘Be careful not to
say aword to anyone, but go and show yourself to
the priest, and offer the gift directed by Moses, as
evidence of your cure.’

5 After Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centu-
rion in the Roman army came up to him, entreat-
ing his help.

6 ‘Sir,’ he said, ‘my manservant is lying ill at my
house with a stroke of paralysis, and is suffering
terribly.’

7 ‘I will come and cure him,’ answered Jesus.
8 ‘Sir,’ the centurion went on, ‘I am unworthy to

receive you under my roof; but only speak, and
mymanservant will be cured.

9 For I myself am a man under the orders of
others, with soldiers underme; and, if I say to one
of them “Go,” he goes, and to another “Come,” he
comes, and tomy slave “Do this,” he does it.’
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10 Jesus was surprised to hear this, and said to
those who were following him, ‘Never I tell you,
in any Israelite have I met with such faith as this!

11 Yes, and many will come in from East and
West and take their places beside Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven;

12 while the heirs to the kingdom will be ban-
ished into the darkness outside; there, there will
be weeping and grinding of teeth.’

13Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Gonow, and
it will be according to your faith.’ And the man
was cured that very hour.

14When Jesus went into Peter’s house, he saw
Peter’s mother-in-law prostrated with fever.

15On his taking her hand, the fever left her, and
she rose and began to take care of him.

16 In the evening the people brought to Jesus
many who were possessed by demons; and he
drove out the spirits with a word, and cured all
who were ill,

17 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet
Isaiah – “He took our infirmities on himself, and
bore the burden of our diseases.”

18 Seeing a crowd round him, Jesus gave orders
to go across.

19Ateacherof theLawcameup tohim, and said,
‘Teacher, I will follow youwherever you go.’

20 ‘Foxes have holes,’ answered Jesus, ‘and wild
birds their nests, but the Son ofMan has nowhere
to lay his head.’

21 ‘Master,’ said another, who was a disciple, ‘let
me first go and burymy father.’
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22But Jesus answered, ‘Followme, and leave the
dead to bury their dead.’

23 Then he got into the boat, followed by his
disciples.

24Suddenly so great a stormcameup on the sea,
that thewaves broke right over theboat. But Jesus
was asleep;

25and the disciples came and roused him. ‘Mas-
ter,’ they cried, ‘save us; we are lost!’

26 ‘Why are you so timid?’ he said. ‘You of little
faith!’ Then Jesus rose and rebuked thewinds and
the sea, and a great calm followed.

27Themenwere amazed, and exclaimed, ‘What
kindofman is this, that even thewindsand the sea
obey him!’

28 On getting to the other side – the region of
the Gadarenes – Jesus met two men who were
possessed by demons, coming out of the tombs.
They were so violent that no one was able to pass
that way.

29 Suddenly they shrieked out, ‘What do you
want with us, Son of God? Have you come here
to torment us before our time?’

30A longway off, therewas a herd ofmany pigs,
feeding;

31 and the foul spirits began begging Jesus, ‘If
you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.’

32 ‘Go,’ he said. The spirits came out, and en-
tered the pigs; and the whole herd rushed down
the steep slope into the sea, and died in the water.

33 At this the men who tended them ran away
andwent to the town, carrying thenews of all that
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had occurred, and of what had happened to the
possessedmen.

34At the news the whole townwent out to meet
Jesus, and, when they saw him, they entreated
him to go away from their region.

9
1Afterwards Jesus got into a boat, and, crossing

over, came to his own city.
2There some people brought to hima paralysed

man on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he
said to the man, ‘Courage, child! Your sins are
forgiven.’

3 Then some of the teachers of the Law said to
themselves, ‘This man is blaspheming!’

4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus exclaimed,
‘Why do you cherish such wicked thoughts?

5Which, I ask, is the easier? – to say “Your sins
are forgiven”? Or to say “Get up, and walk”?

6But to showyou that the Son ofManhas power
on earth to forgive sins’ – then he said to the
paralysed man – ‘Get up, take up your bed, and
return to your home.’

7Theman got up andwent to his home.
8 When the crowd saw this, they were awe-

struck, and praised God for giving such power to
human beings.

9 As Jesus went along, he saw a man, called
Matthew, sitting in the tax office, and said to him,
‘Followme.’ Matthew got up and followed him.

10And, later on, when he was having dinner in
the house, a number of tax collectors and outcasts
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came in and took their places at the table with
Jesus and his disciples.

11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to
his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat in the
company of tax collectors and outcasts?’

12Onhearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not thosewho
are healthy who need a doctor, but those who are
ill.

13 Go and learn what this means – “I desire
mercy, and not sacrifice”; for I did not come to call
the religious, but the outcast.’

14 Then John’s disciples came to Jesus, and
asked, ‘Why do we and the Pharisees fast while
your disciples do not?’

15 Jesus answered, ‘Can the groom’s friends
mourn as long as the groom is with them? But
the days will come, when the groomwill be taken
away from them, and they will fast then.

16 Nobody ever puts a piece of unshrunk cloth
on an old garment; for such a patch tears away
from the garment, and a worse tear is made.

17 Nor do people put new wine into old wine-
skins; for, if they do, the skins burst, and the wine
runs out, and the skins are lost; but they put new
wine into fresh skins, and so both are preserved.’

18 While Jesus was saying this, a synagogue
leader came up and bowed to the ground before
him. ‘My daughter,’ he said, ‘has just died; but
come and place your hand on her, and she will be
restored to life.’

19 So Jesus rose and followed him, and his disci-
ples went also.
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20But meanwhile a woman, who had been suf-
fering from haemorrhage for twelve years, came
up behind and touched the tassel of his cloak.

21 ‘If I only touch his cloak,’ she said to herself, ‘I
will get well.’

22 Turning and seeing her, Jesus said, ‘Courage,
daughter! Your faith has delivered you.’ And at
that verymoment she becamewell.

23When Jesus reached the leader’s house, see-
ing the flute players, and a number of people all
in confusion,

24he said, ‘Goaway, the little girl is not dead; she
is asleep.’ They began to laugh at him;

25but, when the people had been sent out, Jesus
went in, and took the little girl’s hand, and she
rose.

26The report of this spread through all that part
of the country.

27 As Jesus was passing on from there, he was
followed by two blind men, who kept calling out,
‘Take pity on us, Son of David!’

28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men
came up to him; and Jesus asked them, ‘Do you
believe that I am able to do this?’ ‘Yes, Master!’
they answered.

29 Then he touched their eyes, and said, ‘It will
be according to your faith.’

30 Then their eyes were opened. Jesus sternly
cautioned them. ‘See that no one knows of it,’ he
said.

31 But the men went out, and spread the news
about him through all that part of the country.

32 Just as they were going out, some people
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brought up to Jesus a dumb man who was pos-
sessed by a demon;

33 and, as soon as the demon had been driven
out, the dumbman spoke. The peoplewere aston-
ished at this, and exclaimed, ‘Nothing like this has
ever been seen in Israel!’

34 But the Pharisees said, ‘He drives out the
demons by the help of the chief of the demons.’

35 Jesus went round all the towns and the vil-
lages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every
kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

36 But, when he saw the crowds, his heart was
moved with compassion for them, because they
were distressed and harassed, like sheep without
a shepherd;

37 and he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is
abundant, but the labourers are few.

38Therefore pray to the owner of the harvest to
send labourers to gather in his harvest.’

10
1 Calling his twelve Disciples to him, Jesus gave

themauthority over foul spirits, so that they could
drive them out, as well as the power of curing
every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

2 The names of the twelve apostles are these,
First Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother
Andrew; James the son of Zebedee, and his
brother John;

3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax-gatherer; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
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4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot – the
apostle who betrayed him.

5These twelve Jesus sent out as his messengers,
after giving them these instructions – ‘Donot go to
the Gentiles, nor enter any Samaritan town,

6 but make your way rather to the lost sheep of
Israel.

7 On your way proclaim that the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.

8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, make the lepers
clean, drive out demons. You have received free
of cost, give free of cost.

9Do not provide yourselves with gold, or silver,
or coins in your purses;

10 not even with a bag for the journey, or a
change of clothes, or sandals, or even a staff; for
the worker is worth his food.

11Whatever town or village you visit, find out
who is worthy in that place, and remain there
until you leave.

12As you enter the house, greet it.
13Then, if the house is worthy, let your blessing

rest on it, but, if it is unworthy, let your blessing
return on yourselves.

14 If no onewelcomes you, or listens towhat you
say, as you leave that house or that town, shake off
its dust from your feet.

15 I tell you, the doom of the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah will be more bearable in the day of
judgment than the doom of that town.

16 ‘Remember, I am sending you out as my mes-
sengers like sheep amongwolves. So be aswise as
snakes, and as blameless as doves.
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17Be on your guard against others, for they will
betray you to courts of law, and scourge you in
their synagogues;

18andyouwill bebroughtbefore governors and
kings for my sake so that you may witness for me
before them and the nations.

19Whenever they betray you, do not be anxious
as to how you will speak or what you will say, for
what youwill saywill be givenyouat themoment;

20 for it will not be youwho speak, but the Spirit
of your Father that speaks within you.

21Brother will betray brother to death, and the
father his child; and children will turn against
their parents, and cause them to be put to death;

22and youwill be hated by everyone because of
me. Yet the personwho endures to the endwill be
saved.

23 But, when they persecute you in one town,
escape to the next; for, I tell you, youwill not have
come to the end of the towns of Israel before the
Son of Man comes.

24 A student is not above his teacher, nor a
servant above his master.

25 It is enough for a student to be treated like his
teacher, and a servant like his master. If the head
of the house has been called Beelzebul, howmuch
more themembers of his household!

26Do not, therefore, be afraid of them. There is
nothing concealedwhichwill not be revealed, nor
anything hidden which will not become known.

27What I tell you in the dark, say again in the
light; andwhat iswhispered in your ear, proclaim
on the housetops.

28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body,
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but are unable to kill the soul; rather be afraid of
him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
Gehenna.

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a one copper
coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
without your Father’s knowledge.

30While as for you, even the hairs of your head
are numbered.

31Do not, therefore, be afraid; you are of more
value thanmany sparrows.

32 Everyone, therefore, who will publicly ac-
knowledgeme, I, too, will acknowledge beforemy
Father who is in heaven;

33but, if anyone publicly disownsme, I, too, will
disown him before my Father who is in heaven.

34 ‘Do not imagine that I have come to bring
peace to theearth. I havecome tobring, notpeace,
but the sword.

35 For I have come to set a man against his
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.

36 A person’s enemies will be the members of
their own household.

37 Anyone who loves father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who
loves son or daughtermore thanme is notworthy
of me.

38 Anyone who does not take their cross and
follow inmy steps is not worthy of me.

39 The person who has found their life will lose
it,while thepersonwho, formysake, has lost their
life will find it.

40 ‘Anyonewhowelcomes you iswelcomingme;
and anyone who welcomes me is welcoming him
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who sent me as his messenger.
41Thepersonwhowelcomesaprophet, because

they are a prophet, will receive a prophet’s re-
ward; and anyone who welcomes a good person,
because they are a good person, will receive a
good person’s reward.

42And, if anyone gives but a cup of coldwater to
one of these little ones because they are a disciple,
I tell you that they will assuredly not lose their
reward.’

11
1 After Jesus had finished giving directions to

his twelve Disciples, he left that place in order to
teach and preach in their towns.

2Now John had heard in prison what the Christ
was doing, and he sent amessage by his disciples,

3 and asked – ‘Are you “the coming one,” or are
we to look for someone else?’

4 The answer of Jesus to the question was – ‘Go
and report to Johnwhat you hear and see –

5 the blind recover their sight and the lame
walk, the lepers aremade clean and the deaf hear,
the dead, too, are raised to life, and the good news
is told to the poor.

6 Blessed is the person who finds no hindrance
inme.’

7While John’s disciples were going back, Jesus
began to say to the crowdswith reference to John,

8 ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to
look at? A reed waving in the wind? If not, what
did you go out to see? Aman richly dressed? Why,
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those who wear rich things are to be found in the
courts of kings!

9What, then, did you go for? To see a prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and far more than a prophet.

10This is themanofwhomscripture says – “I am
sending my messenger ahead of you, and he will
prepare your way before you.”

11 I tell you, no one born of a woman has yet
appeared who is greater than John the Baptist;
and yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he.

12 From the time of John the Baptist to this very
hour, the kingdom of heaven has been taken by
force, and people using force have been seizing it.

13For the teaching of all the prophets and of the
Law continued until the time of John;

14 and – if you are ready to accept it – John is
himself the Elijah whowas destined to come.

15 If you have ears, listen.
16But to what will I compare the present gener-

ation? It is like little children sitting in themarket-
places and calling out to their playmates –

17Wehaveplayed theflute foryou, but youhave
not danced; We have wailed, but you have not
mourned.

18 For, when John came, neither eating nor
drinking, people said “He has a demon in him”;

19andnow that the Son ofManhas come, eating
and drinking, they are saying “Here is a glutton
and a wine-drinker, a friend of tax collectors and
outcasts!” And yet wisdom is vindicated by her
actions.’

20 Then Jesus began to reproach the towns in
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which most of his miracles had been done, be-
cause they had not repented,

21 ‘Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Beth-
saida! For, if themiracles whichwere done in you
hadbeendone inTyreandSidon, theywouldhave
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

22 Yet, I tell you, the doom of Tyre and Sidon
will bemore bearable in the day of judgment than
yours.

23And you, Capernaum! Will you exalt yourself
to heaven? You will be flung down to Hades! For,
if the miracles which have been done in you had
been done in Sodom, it would have been standing
to this day.

24Yet, I tell you, the doomof Sodomwill bemore
bearable in the day of judgment than yours.’

25 At that same time Jesus uttered the words,
‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that, though you have hidden these things from
the wise and learned, you have revealed them to
the childlike!

26 Yes, Father, I thank you that this has seemed
good to you.

27 Everything has been committed to me by
my Father; nor does anyone fully know the Son,
except the Father, or fully know the Father, except
the Son and those to whom the Sonmay choose to
reveal him.

28 Come to me, all you who toil and are bur-
dened, and I will give you rest!

29Take my yoke on you, and learn fromme, for
I am gentle and humble, and youwill find rest for
your souls;
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30 for my yoke is easy, andmy burden is light.’

12
1 About the same time Jesus walked through

the cornfields one Sabbath. His disciples were
hungry, and began to pick some ears ofwheat and
eat them.

2 But, when the Pharisees saw this, they said,
‘Look! Your disciples are doing what it is not
allowable to do on a Sabbath!’

3 ‘Haven’t you read,’ replied Jesus, ‘what David
did, when he and his companions were hungry –

4 how he went into the house of God, and how
they ate the consecrated bread, though it was not
allowable for him or his companions to eat it, but
only for the priests?

5 And haven’t you read in the law that, on the
Sabbath, the priest in the Temple break the Sab-
bath and yet are not guilty?

6 Here, however, I tell you, there is something
greater than the Temple!

7Had you learned the meaning of the words –
“I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,” you would not
have condemned those who are not guilty.

8For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.’
9Passing on, Jesus went into their synagogue,
10and therehe sawamanwithawitheredhand.

Somepeopleasked Jesuswhether itwasallowable
towork a cure on the Sabbath – so that theymight
have a charge to bring against him.

11But Jesus said to them, ‘Whichof you, if hehad
only one sheep, and that sheep fell into apit on the
Sabbath, would not lay hold of it and pull it out?
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12How much more precious a person is than a
sheep! Therefore it is allowable to do good on the
Sabbath.’

13 Then he said to the man. ‘Stretch out your
hand.’ The man stretched it out; and it had be-
come as sound as the other.

14On coming out, the Pharisees plotted against
Jesus, to put him to death.

15 Jesus, however, became aware of it, andwent
away from that place. A number of people fol-
lowed him, and he cured them all;

16but he warned them not tomake him known,
17 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet

Isaiah –
18 “Here is my chosen servant, who I love and

who pleases me! I will breathe my spirit on him,
and he will announce a time of judgment to the
Gentiles.

19 He will not contend, nor cry aloud, Neither
will anyone hear his voice in the streets;

20a bruised reed hewill not break, and a smoul-
dering wick he will not quench, until he has
brought the judgment to a victorious issue,

21 and on his name will the Gentiles rest their
hopes.”

22 Then some people brought to Jesus a pos-
sessed man, who was blind and dumb; and he
cured him, so that the man who had been dumb
both talked and saw.

23 At this all the people were astounded. ‘Is
it possible that this is the son of David?’ they
exclaimed.

24 But the Pharisees heard of it and said, ‘He
drives out demons only by the help of Beelzebul
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the chief of the demons.’
25 Jesus, however, was aware of what was pass-

ing in theirminds, and said to them, ‘Anykingdom
divided against itself becomes a desolation, and
any town or household divided against itself will
not last.

26 So, if Satan drives Satan out, he must be
divided against himself; and how, then, can his
kingdom last?

27And, if it is by Beelzebul’s help that I drive out
demons, by whose help is it that your own sons
drive them out? Therefore they will themselves
be your judges.

28But, if it is by the help of the Spirit of God that
I drive out demons, then the kingdomofGodmust
already be upon you.

29 How, again, can anyone get into a strong
man’s house and carry off his goods, without first
securing him? Not until then will he plunder his
house.

30 Anyone who is not with me is against me,
and the person who does not help me to gather is
scattering.

31 Therefore, I tell you, people will be forgiven
every sin and slander; but slander against the
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

32Whoever speaks against the Son of Man will
be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in the present
age, or in the age to come.

33 ‘You must assume either that both tree and
fruit are good, or that both tree and fruit are
worthless; since it is by its fruits that a tree is
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known.
34 You children of snakes! How can you, evil

as you are, say anything good? For what fills the
heart will rise to the lips.

35Agoodperson, fromhis good stores, produces
good things; while an evil person, from his evil
stores, produces evil things.

36 I tell you that for every careless thing that
people say, they must answer on the “day of judg-
ment.”

37 For it is by your words that you will be
acquitted, and by your words that you will be
condemned.’

38 At this point, some teachers of the Law and
Pharisees spoke up. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘wewant
to see some sign from you.’

39 ‘It is a wicked and unfaithful generation,’
answered Jesus, ‘that is asking for a sign, and no
sign will be given it except the sign of the prophet
Jonah.

40 For, just as Jonah was inside the sea-monster
three days and three nights, sowill the Son ofMan
be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth.

41 At the judgment, the people of Nineveh will
stand up with this generation, and will condemn
it, because they repentedat Jonah’s proclamation;
and here is more than a Jonah!

42 At the judgment the Queen of the South will
rise up with the present generation, and will con-
demn it, because she came from the ends of the
earth to listen to thewisdomof Solomon; andhere
is more than a Solomon!
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43 No sooner does a foul spirit leave a person,
than it passes through places where there is no
water, in search of rest, and does not find it.

44Then it says “I will go back to the homewhich
I left”; but, on coming there, it finds it unoccupied,
and swept, and put in order.

45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other
spiritsmorewicked than itself, and they go in, and
make their home there; and the last state of that
man proves to beworse than the first. So, too, will
it be with this wicked generation.’

46 While he was still speaking to the crowds,
his mother and brothers were standing outside,
asking to speak to him.

47 Someone told him this, and Jesus replied,
48 ‘Who is my mother? And who are my broth-

ers?’
49 Then, stretching out his hands towards his

disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my
brothers!

50 For anyone who does the will of my Father
who is in heaven is my brother and sister and
mother.’

13
1 That same day, when Jesus had left the house

and was sitting by the sea,
2suchgreat crowdsgathered roundhim, that he

got into a boat, and sat in it, while all the people
stood on the beach.

3 Then he told them many truths in parables.
‘The sower,’ he began, ‘went out to sow; and,

4 as they were sowing, some seed fell along the
path, and the birds came and ate it up.
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5 Some fell on rocky places, where it had not
much soil, and, because the soil wasn’t deep,
sprang up at once.

6As soon as the sun had risen, it was scorched,
and, because their roots were not deep enough,
withered away.

7 Some, again, fell into the brambles; but the
brambles shot up and choked it.

8Some, however, fell on good soil, and yielded a
return, sometimes one hundred, sometimes sixty,
sometimes thirty fold.

9Let those who have ears hear.’
10 Afterwards his disciples came to him, and

said, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’
11 ‘To you,’ answered Jesus, ‘the knowledge of

the hidden truths of the kingdom of heaven has
been imparted, but not to those.

12 For, to all who have, more will be given, and
theywill have abundance; but, from all who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away.

13 That is why I speak to them in parables,
because, though they have eyes, they do not see,
and though they have ears, they do not hear or
understand.

14 In them is being fulfilled that prophecy of
Isaiah which says –
“Youwill hearwith your earswithout ever under-

standing,
and, though you have eyes, you will see with-
out ever perceiving,

15 for themind of this nation has grown dense,
and their ears are dull of hearing,
their eyes also have they closed;
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otherwise some day they might perceive with
their eyes,

and with their ears theymight hear,
and in their mind theymight understand,
andmight turn –

and I might heal them.”

16 ‘But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and
your ears, for they hear;

17 for I tell you that many prophets and good
people have longed for the sight of the things
which you are seeing, yet never saw them, and to
hear the things which you are hearing, yet never
heard them.

18 ‘Listen, then, yourselves to the parable of the
sower.

19When anyone hears the message of the king-
domwithout understanding it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what has been sown in their
mind. This is the personmeant by the seed which
was sown along the path.

20 By the seed which was sown on rocky places
is meant the person who hears the message, and
at once accepts it joyfully;

21 but, as they have no root, they stand for only
a short time; and, when trouble or persecution
arises because of the message, they fall away at
once.

22By the seedwhichwas sownamong thebram-
bles is meant the person who hears the message,
but the cares of life and the glamour of wealth
completely choke the message, so that it gives no
return.
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23 But by the seed which was sown on the
good ground is meant the person who hears the
message and understands it, and really yields a
return, sometimes one hundred, sometimes sixty,
sometimes thirty fold.’

24 Another parable which Jesus told them was
this – ‘The kingdom of heaven is compared to a
person who sowed good seed in their field.

25But, while everyone was asleep, their enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and
then went away.

26So,when the blades of corn shot up, and came
into ear, the weeds made their appearance also.

27The owner’s servants came to them, and said
“Wasnot it good seed that you sowed inyourfield?
Where, then, do the weeds in it come from?”

28 “An enemy has done this,” was the owner’s
answer. “Do you wish us, then,” they asked, “to go
and gather them together?”

29 “No,” said he, “because while you are pulling
up the weeds you might uproot the wheat with
them.

30 Let both grow side by side until harvest; and
then I will say to the reapers, Gather the weeds
togetherfirst, and tie theminbundles forburning;
but bring all the wheat into my barn.” ’

31Another parable which he told themwas this
– ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed,
which a person took and sowed in his field.

32 This seed is smaller than all other seeds, but,
when it has grown up, it is larger than the herbs
and becomes a tree, so that “the wild birds come
and roost in its branches.” ’
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33Thiswas another parablewhich Jesus related
– ‘The kingdomof heaven is like some yeastwhich
a woman took and covered up in three pecks of
flour, until the whole had risen.’

34 Of all this Jesus spoke to the crowd in para-
bles; indeed to them he used never to speak at all
except in parables,

35 in fulfilment of thesewords in theprophet – “I
will speak to them in parables; I will utter things
kept secret since the foundation of the world.”

36 Then Jesus left the crowd, and went into the
house. Presently his disciples came to him, and
said, ‘Explain to us the parable of theweeds in the
field.’

37He answered, ‘The sower of the good seed is
the Son of Man.

38 The field is the world. By the good seed is
meant the people of the kingdom. The weeds are
the wicked,

39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest time is the close of the age, and the
reapers are angels.

40And, just as theweedsaregatheredandburnt,
so it will be at the close of the age.

41The Son of Manwill send his angels, and they
will gather from his kingdom all that hinders and
those who live in sin,

42 and will throw them into the blazing fur-
nace, where there will be weeping and grinding
of teeth.

43 Then will the righteous shine, like the sun,
in the kingdom of their Father. If you have ears,
listen.
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44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure
hidden in a field, which a person found and hid
again, and then, in their delight, went and sold
everything that they had, and bought that field.

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a mer-
chant in search of choice pearls.

46Findingoneof great value, theywent and sold
everything that they had, and bought it.

47Or again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net
which was cast into the sea, and caught fish of all
kinds.

48 When it was full, they hauled it up on the
beach, and sat down and sorted the good fish into
baskets, but threw the worthless ones away.

49 So will it be at the close of the age. The
angels will go out and separate the wicked from
the righteous,

50 and will throw them into the blazing fur-
nace, where there will be weeping and grinding
of teeth.

51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ Jesus asked.
‘Yes,’ they answered.

52 Then he added, ‘So every teacher of the Law,
who has received instruction about the kingdom
of heaven, is like a householder who produces
from his stores things both new and old.’

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he
withdrew from that place.

54Going tohis ownpart of the country, he taught
the people in their synagogue in such a manner
that they were deeply impressed. ‘Where did he
get this wisdom?’ they said, ‘and themiracles?



Matthew 13:55 xliii Matthew 14:8

55 Isn’t he the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother
called Mary, and his brothers James, and Joseph,
and Simon, and Judas?

56 And his sisters, too – are not they all living
among us? Where, then did he get all this?’

57 These things proved a hindrance to their be-
lieving in him. But Jesus said, ‘A prophet is not
without honour, except in his own country and in
his own house.’

58 He did not work many miracles there, be-
cause of their want of faith.

14
1At that time Prince Herod heard of the fame of

Jesus,
2 and said to his attendants, ‘This must be John

the Baptist; he must be risen from the dead, and
that is why thesemiraculous powers are active in
him.’

3 For Herod had arrested John, put him in
chains, and shut him up in prison, to please Hero-
dias, the wife of Herod’s brother Philip.

4For John had said to him “You have no right to
be living with her.”

5Yet, though Herodwanted to put him to death,
he was afraid of the people, because they looked
on John as a prophet.

6 But, when Herod’s birthday came, the daugh-
ter of Herodias danced before his guests, and so
pleased Herod,

7 that he promised with an oath to give her
whatever she asked.

8Promptedbyhermother, the girl said “Giveme
here, on a dish, the head of John the Baptist.”
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9The kingwas distressed at this; yet, because of
his oath and of the guests at his table, he ordered
it to be given her.

10He had John beheaded in the prison
11and his headwas brought on a dish and given

to the girl, and she took it to her mother.
12Then John’s disciples came, and took the body

away, and buried it; and went and told Jesus.
13When Jesus heard of it, he left privately in a

boat to a lonely spot. The people, however, heard
of his going, and followed him in crowds from the
towns on foot.

14 On getting out of the boat, Jesus saw a great
crowd, and his heart was moved at the sight of
them; and he cured all the sick among them.

15 In the evening the disciples came up to him,
and said, ‘This is a lonely spot, and the day is now
far advanced; send the crowds away so that they
can go to the villages, and buy themselves food.’

16But Jesus said, ‘They neednot go away, it is for
you to give them something to eat.’

17 ‘Wehave nothing here,’ they said, ‘except five
loaves and two fish.’

18 ‘Bring them here to me,’was his reply.
19 Jesus ordered the people to take their seats on

the grass; and, taking the five loaves and the two
fish, he lookedup toheaven, and said theblessing,
and, after he had broken the loaves, gave them to
his disciples; and they gave them to the crowds.

20 Everyone had sufficient to eat, and they
picked up enough of the broken pieces that were
left to fill twelve baskets.
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21Themenwho atewere about five thousand in
number, without counting women and children.

22 Immediately afterwards Jesus made the dis-
ciples get into a boat and cross over in advance of
him, while he dismissed the crowds.

23 After dismissing the crowds, he went up the
hill by himself to pray; and, when evening fell, he
was there alone.

24 The boat was by this time some miles from
shore, labouring in the waves, for the wind was
against her.

25 Three hours after midnight, however, Jesus
came towards the disciples, walking on thewater.

26But,when they sawhimwalking on thewater,
they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost,’ they exclaimed,
and cried out in fear.

27But Jesus at once spoke to them. ‘Courage!’ he
said, ‘It is I; do not be afraid!’

28 ‘Master,’ Peter exclaimed, ‘if it is you, tell me
to come to you on the water.’

29 Jesus said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got down from the
boat, and walked on the water, and went towards
Jesus;

30but, whenhe felt thewind, hewas frightened,
and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Master! Save
me!’

31 Instantly Jesus stretched out his hand, and
caught hold of him. ‘You of little faith!’ he said,
‘Why did you falter?’

32 When they had got into the boat, the wind
dropped.

33But the men in the boat threw themselves on
their faces before him, and said, ‘You are indeed
God’s Son.’



Matthew 14:34 xlvi Matthew 15:9

34When they had crossed over, they landed at
Gennesaret.

35But thepeopleof thatplace, recognising Jesus,
sent out to the whole country round, and brought
to him all who were ill,

36 begging him merely to let them touch the
tassel ofhis cloak; andallwho touchedweremade
perfectly well.

15
1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the Law

came to Jesus, and said,
2 ‘How is it that your disciples break the tradi-

tions of our ancestors? For they do not wash their
hands when they eat food.’

3His reply was, ‘How is it that you on your side
break God’s commandments out of respect for
your own traditions?

4 For God said – “Honour your father and
mother,” and “Anyone who abuses his father or
mother must suffer death,”

5 but you say “Whenever anyone says to his
father or mother ‘Whatever of mine might have
been of service to you is set apart for God,’

6he is in noway bound to honour his father.” In
this way you have nullified the words of God for
the sake of your traditions.

7Hypocrites! It waswell said by Isaiahwhen he
prophesied about you –

8“This is apeople thathonourmewith their lips,
While their hearts are far removed fromme;

9but vainly do they worship me, For they teach
but human precepts.” ’
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10Then Jesus called the people to him, and said,
‘Listen, andmarkmywords.

11 It is notwhat enters a person’smouth that de-
files them, butwhat comes out from theirmouth –
that does defile them!’

12Hisdisciples cameup tohim, andsaid, ‘Doyou
know that the Phariseeswere shocked on hearing
what you said?’

13 ‘Every plant,’ Jesus replied, ‘thatmy heavenly
Father has not planted will be rooted up.

14Leave thembe; theyarebutblindguides; and,
if one blind person guides another, both of them
will fall into a ditch.’

15Peter spoke up, ‘Explain this saying to us.’
16 ‘What, do even you understand nothing yet?’

Jesus exclaimed.
17 ‘Don’t you see that whatever goes into the

mouth passes into the stomach, and is afterwards
expelled?

18 But the things that come out of the mouth
proceed from the heart, and it is these that defile
a person;

19 for out of the heart proceed evil thoughts –
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, per-
jury, slander.

20 These are the things that defile a person; but
eating with unwashed hands does not defile a
person.’

21On going away from that place, Jesus went to
the country round Tyre and Sidon.

22 There, a Canaanite woman of that district
came out and began calling to Jesus, ‘Take pity
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on me, Master, Son of David; my daughter is
grievously possessed by a demon.’

23 But Jesus did not answer her a word; and
his disciples came up and begged him to send her
away. ‘She keeps calling out after us,’ they said.

24 ‘I was not sent,’ replied Jesus, ‘to anyone
except the lost sheep of Israel.’

25 But the woman came, and, bowing to the
ground before him, said, ‘Master, help me.’

26 ‘It is not fair,’ replied Jesus, ‘to take the chil-
dren’s food and throw it to dogs.’

27 ‘Yes, Master,’ she said, ‘for even dogs do feed
on the scraps that fall from their owners’ table.’

28 ‘Your faith is great,’ was his reply to the
woman, ‘it will be as youwish!’ And her daughter
was cured that very hour.

29On leaving that place, Jesus went to the shore
of the SeaofGalilee; and thenwentup thehill, and
sat down.

30Great crowds of people came to him, bringing
with them those who were lame, crippled, blind,
or dumb, and many others. They put them down
at his feet, and he cured them;

31 and the crowds were astonished, when they
saw the dumb talking, the cripples made sound,
the lame walking about, and the blind with their
sight restored; and they praised the God of Israel.

32 Afterwards Jesus called his disciples to him,
and said, ‘My heart is moved at the sight of all
these people, for they have already been with me
three days and they have nothing to eat; and I am
unwilling to send them away hungry; they might
faint on the way home.’
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33 ‘Where can we,’ his disciples asked, ‘in a
lonely place find enough bread for such a crowd
as this?’

34 ‘How many loaves have you?’ said Jesus.
‘Seven,’ they answered, ‘and a few small fish.’

35Telling the crowd to sit down on the ground,
36 Jesus took the seven loaves and the fish, and,

after saying the thanksgiving, broke them, and
gave them to the disciples; and the disciples gave
them to the crowds.

37 Everyone had sufficient to eat, and they
picked up seven baskets full of the broken pieces
left.

38Themenwhoatewere four thousand innum-
ber without counting women and children.

39 Then, after dismissing the crowds, Jesus got
into the boat, and went to the region of Magadan.

16
1 Here the Pharisees and Sadducees came up,

and, to test Jesus, requested him to show them
some sign from the heavens.

2But Jesus answered, ‘In the evening you say “It
will be fine weather, for the sky is as red as fire.”

3 But in the morning you say “Today it will be
stormy, for the sky is as red as fire and threaten-
ing.” You learn to read the sky; yet you are unable
to read the signs of the times!

4 A wicked and unfaithful generation is asking
for a sign, but no sign will be given it except the
sign of Jonah.’ So he left them andwent away.

5Now the disciples had crossed to the opposite
shore, and had forgotten to take any bread.
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6Presently Jesus said to them, ‘Take care and be
on your guard against the leaven of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.’

7 But the disciples began talking among them-
selves about their having brought no bread.

8 On noticing this, Jesus said, ‘Why are you
talking among yourselves about your being short
of bread, you of little faith?

9 Don’t you yet see, nor remember the five
loaves for the five thousand, and how many bas-
kets you took away?

10 Nor yet the seven loaves for the four thou-
sand, and howmany basketfuls you took away?

11 How is it that you do not see that I was not
speaking about bread? Be on your guard against
the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’

12 Then they understood that he had told them
to be on their guard, not against the leaven of
bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.

13 On coming into the region of Caesarea
Philippi, Jesus asked his disciples this question
– ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’

14 ‘Some say John the Baptist,’ they answered,
‘Others, however, say that he is Elijah, while oth-
ers again say Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’

15 ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say that I am?’
16 To this Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the

Christ, the Son of the living God.’
17 ‘Blessed are you, Simon, Son of Jonah,’ Jesus

replied. ‘For no human being has revealed this to
you, but my Father who is in heaven.
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18Yes, and I say to you, your name is “Peter” – a
Rock, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail over it.

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be
held in heaven to be forbidden, and whatever
you allow on earth will be held in heaven to be
allowed.’

20 Then he charged his disciples not to tell any-
one that he was the Christ.

21 At that time Jesus Christ began to explain to
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, and
undergomuchsufferingat thehandsof theelders,
and chief priests, and teachers of the Law, and be
put to death, and rise on the third day.

22 But Peter took Jesus aside, and began to re-
buke him. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘please God that will
never be your fate!’

23 Jesus, however, turning to Peter, said, ‘Out of
my way, Satan! You are a hindrance to me; for
you look at things, not asGoddoes, but as a person
does.’

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone
wishes to walk in my steps, they must renounce
self, and take up their cross, and followme.

25Forwhoeverwishes to save his lifewill lose it,
andwhoever, formy sake, loses his lifewill find it.

26 What good will it do a person to gain the
whole world, if he forfeits his life? Or what will
a person give that is of equal value with his life?

27 For the Son of Man is to come in his Father’s
glory, with his angels, and then he will give to
everyone what his actions deserve.
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28 I tell you, someof thosewhoare standinghere
will not know death until they have seen the Son
of Man coming into his kingdom.’

17
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, and

the brothers James and John, and led them up a
highmountain alone.

2There his appearancewas transformed before
their eyes; his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became as white as the light.

3All at onceMoses and Elijah appeared to them,
talking with Jesus.

4 ‘Master,’ exclaimed Peter, interposing, ‘it is
good to be here; if you wish, I will make three
tents here, one for you, one forMoses, and one for
Elijah.’

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud
enveloped them, and there was a voice from the
cloud that said – ‘This is my dearly loved son, who
brings me great joy; listen to him.’

6 The disciples, on hearing this, fell on their
faces, greatly afraid.

7But Jesus came and touched them, saying as he
did so, ‘Rise up, and do not be afraid.’

8When they raised their eyes, they saw no one
but Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were going down the mountain side,
Jesus gave them this warning – ‘Do not speak of
this vision to anyone, until the Son of Man has
risen from the dead.’

10 ‘How is it,’ his disciples asked, ‘that our teach-
ers of the Law say that Elijah has to come first?’
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11 ‘Elijah indeed does come,’ Jesus replied, ‘and
will restore everything;

12 and I tell you that Elijah has already come,
and people have not recognised him, but have
treated him just as they pleased. In the same
way, too, the Son of Man is destined to undergo
suffering at people’s hands.’

13 Then the disciples understood that he had
spoken to them about John the Baptist.

14When they came to the crowd, aman cameup
to Jesus, and, kneeling down before him, said,

15 ‘Master, take pity onmy son, for he is epileptic
and suffers terribly; indeed, he often falls into the
fire and into the water;

16 I broughthim toyourdisciples, but they could
not cure him.’

17 ‘Faithless and perverse generation!’ Jesus
exclaimed, ‘how long must I be among you? How
longmust I have patiencewith you? Bring the boy
here to me.’

18 Then Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came
out of the boy; and he was cured from that very
hour.

19Afterwards thedisciples cameup to Jesus, and
askedhimprivately, ‘Whywas it thatwe could not
drive it out?’

20 ‘Because you have so little faith!’ he an-
swered, ‘For, I tell you, if your faith were only like
a mustard seed, you could say to this mountain
“Move from this place to that!” and it would be
moved; and nothing would be impossible to you.’
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21 *
22 While Jesus and his disciples were together

in Galilee, he said to them, ‘The Son of Man is
destined to be betrayed into human hands,

23 and they will put him to death, but on the
third day he will rise.’ The disciples were greatly
distressed.

24 After they had reached Capernaum, the col-
lectors of the Temple tax came up to Peter, and
said, ‘Does not yourMaster pay the Temple tax?’

25 ‘Yes,’ answered Peter. But, on going into the
house, before he could speak, Jesus said, ‘What do
you think, Simon? From whom do earthly kings
take taxes or tribute? From their sons, or from
others?’

26 ‘From others,’ answered Peter. ‘Well then,’
continued Jesus, ‘their sons go free.

27 Still, so we don’t offend them, go and throw a
line into the sea; take the first fish that rises, open
its mouth, and youwill find in it a piece of money.
Take that, and give it to the collectors for both of
us.’

18
1 On the same occasion the disciples came to

Jesus, and asked him, ‘Who is really the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?’

2 Jesus called a little child to him, and placed it
in themiddle of them, and then said,

3 ‘I tell you, unless you change and become like
little children, you will not enter the kingdom of
heaven at all.
* 17:21 Some latermanuscripts add: But this kind does not go out
except by prayer and fasting.
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4 Therefore, anyone who will humble them-
selves like this child – that person will be the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5Andanyonewho, for the sakeofmyname,wel-
comes even one little child like this, is welcoming
me.

6 But, if anyone puts temptation in the way of
one of these little oneswhobelieve inme, itwould
be best for them to be sunk in the depths of the sea
with a great millstone hung round their neck.

7 Alas for the world because of such tempta-
tions! There cannot but be temptations but sor-
row awaits the person who does the tempting!

8 ‘If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut
it off, and throw it away. Itwould bebetter for you
to enter life maimed or lame, than to have both
hands, or both feet, and be thrown into the fire
that never goes out.

9 If your eye causes you to sin, take it out, and
throw it away. It would be better for you to enter
life with only one eye, than to have both eyes and
be thrown into the fires of Gehenna.

10 Beware of despising one of these little ones,
for inheaven, I tell you, theirangelsalways see the
face of my Father who is in heaven.

11 *
12 ‘What think you? If a person owns a hundred

sheep, and one of them strays, will the person
not leave the ninety-nine on the hills, and go and
search for the one that is straying?

* 18:11 Some latermanuscripts add: For the Son ofManhas come
to save the lost.
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13And, if they succeed infinding it, I tell you that
they rejoice more over that one sheep than over
the ninety-nine which did not stray.

14 So, too, it is the will of my Father who is in
heaven that not one of these little ones should be
lost.

15 ‘If your brother or sister does wrong, go to
them and convince them of their fault when you
are both alone. If they listen to you, you havewon
them over.

16But, if they do not listen to you, take with you
one or two others, so that on the evidence of two
or threewitnesses, everywordmaybeputbeyond
dispute.

17 If they refuse to listen to them, speak to the
church; and, if they also refuse to listen to the
church, treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax-
gatherer.

18 ‘I tell you, all that you forbid on earth will
be held in heaven to be forbidden, and all that
you allow on earth will be held in heaven to be
allowed.

19Again, I tell you that, if but twoof youonearth
agree as to what they will pray for, whatever it
be, it will be granted them bymy Father who is in
heaven.

20Forwhere two or three have come together in
my name, I am present with them.’

21ThenPeter cameup, and said to Jesus, ‘Master,
how often am I to forgive someone who wrongs
me? Asmany as seven times?’

22 But Jesus answered, ‘Not seven times, but
seventy times seven.



Matthew 18:23 lvii Matthew 18:33

23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king whowished to settle accounts
with his servants.

24When he had begun to do so, one of themwas
brought to himwho owed him ten thousand bags
of gold;

25 and, as he could not pay, his master ordered
him to be sold towards the payment of the debt,
together with his wife, and his children, and ev-
erything that he had.

26 The servant threw himself down on the
ground before him and said “Have patience with
me, and I will pay you all.”

27Themasterwasmovedwith compassion; and
he let him go, and forgave him the debt.

28 But, on going out, that same servant came
upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred silver coins. Seizing him by the throat,
he said “Pay what you oweme.”

29 His fellow servant threw himself on the
ground and begged for mercy. “Have patience
withme,” he said, “and I will pay you.”

30But theotherwouldnot, butwentandputhim
in prison until he should pay his debt.

31When his fellow servants saw what had hap-
pened, they were greatly distressed, and went to
their master and laid the whole matter before
him.

32So themaster sent for the servant, and said to
him “You wicked servant! When you begged me
for mercy, I forgave you the whole of that debt.

33 Shouldn’t you, also, to have shown mercy to
your fellow servant, just as I showed mercy to
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you?”
34 Then his master, in anger, handed him over

to the jailers, until he should pay the whole of his
debt.

35 So, also, will my heavenly Father do to you,
unless each one of you forgives his brother or
sister from your heart.’

19
The Journey to Jerusalem

1At the conclusion of this teaching, Jesus with-
drew from Galilee, and went into that district of
Judea which is on the other side of the Jordan.

2Great crowds followedhim, andhecured them
there.

3Presently somePharisees cameup tohim, and,
to test him, said, ‘Hasaman the right todivorcehis
wife for every cause?’

4 ‘Haven’t you read,’ replied Jesus, ‘that at the
beginning the Creator “made them male and fe-
male,”

5and said – “For this reason amanwill leave his
father and mother, and be united to his wife, and
theman and his wife will become one”?

6 So that they are no longer two, but one. What
God himself, then, has yoked together people
must not separate.’

7 ‘Why, then,’ they said, ‘did Moses direct that
a man should serve his wife with a notice of
separation and divorce her?’

8 ‘Moses, owing to the hardness of your hearts,’
answered Jesus, ‘permitted you to divorce your
wives, but that was not so at the beginning.
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9 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except on the ground of some serious sexual
sin, andmarries anotherwoman, is guilty of adul-
tery.’

10 ‘If that,’ said the disciples, ‘is the position of
a man with regard to his wife, it is better not to
marry.’

11 ‘It is not everyone,’ replied Jesus, ‘who can
accept this teaching, but only those who have
been enabled to do so.

12Somemen are incapable ofmarriage because
they were born that way, or have been made so
by other people, while there are others who stay
single for the sake of the kingdom of Heaven.
Accept this if you can.’

13 Then some little children were brought to
Jesus, for him to place his hands on them, and
pray; but the disciples found fault with those who
had brought them.

14 Jesus, however, said, ‘Let the little children
come tome, and donot hinder them, for it is to the
childlike that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’

15 So he placed his hands on them, and then
went on his way.

16 A man came up to Jesus, and said, ‘Teacher,
what good thingmust I do to obtain eternal life?’

17 ‘Why ask me about goodness?’ answered
Jesus. ‘There is only one who is good. If you want
to enter life, keep the commandments.’

18 ‘What commandments?’ asked the man.
‘These,’ answered Jesus, – ‘ “Youmust not kill. You
must not commit adultery. You must not steal.
Youmust not say what is false about others.
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19 Honour your father and your mother.” And
“You must love your neighbour as you love your-
self.” ’

20 ‘I have observed all these,’ said the young
man. ‘What is still wanting inme?’

21 ‘If youwish to be perfect,’ answered Jesus, ‘go
and sell your property, and give to the poor, and
you will have wealth in heaven; then come and
followme.’

22Onhearing thesewords, the youngmanwent
away distressed, for he had great possessions.

23 At this, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you
that a rich person will find it hard to enter the
kingdom of heaven!

24 I say again, it is easier for a camel to get
through a needle’s eye than for a rich person to
enter the kingdom of heaven!’

25 On hearing this, the disciples exclaimed in
great astonishment, ‘Who then can possibly be
saved?’

26 But Jesus looked at them, and said, ‘With
people this is impossible, butwithGod everything
is possible.’ Then Peter turned and said to Jesus,

27 ‘But we – we left everything, and followed
you; what, then, will we have?’

28 ‘I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘that at the new
creation, when the Son of Man takes his seat on
his throne of glory, you who followed me will be
seated on twelve thrones, as judges of the twelve
tribes of Israel.

29Everyonewho has left houses, or brothers, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or children, or land,
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formy sake,will receivemany times asmuch, and
will gain eternal life.

30But many who are first now will then be last,
and those who are last will be first.

20
1For the kingdom of heaven is like an employer

whowent out in the earlymorning to hire labour-
ers for his vineyards.

2He agreed with the labourers to pay them the
standard daily rate of two silver coins, and sent
them into his vineyard.

3On going out again, about nine o’clock, he saw
some others standing in the marketplace, doing
nothing.

4 “You also may go into my vineyard,” he said,
“and I will pay you what is fair.”

5 So they went. Going out again about midday
and about three o’clock, he did as before.

6When he went out about five, he found some
others standing there, and said to them “Why
have you been standing here all day long, doing
nothing?”

7 “Because no one has hired us,” they answered.
“You also may go into my vineyard,” he said.

8 In the evening the owner of the vineyard said
to his steward “Call the labourers, and pay them
their wages, beginning with the last, and ending
with the first.”

9 Now when those who had been hired about
fiveo’clockwentup, theyreceived twosilver coins
each.
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10 So, when the first went up, they thought that
they would receive more, but they also received
two silver coins each;

11 at which they began to grumble at their em-
ployer.

12 “These last,” they said, “have done only one
hour’s work, and yet you have put them on the
same footing with us, who have borne the brunt
of the day’s work, and the heat.”

13 “My friend,” was his reply to one of them, “I
am not treating you unfairly. Didn’t you agree
withme for two silver coins?

14Take what belongs to you, and go. I choose to
give to this last man the same as to you.

15 Don’t I have the right to do as I choose with
what is mine? Are you envious because I am
generous?”

16So thosewho are lastwill be first, and the first
last.’

17 When Jesus was on the point of going up to
Jerusalem, he gathered the twelvedisciples round
him by themselves, and said to them as they were
on their way,

18 ‘Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem; and
there the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and teachers of the Law, and they will
condemn him to death,

19 and give him up to the Gentiles for them to
mock, and to scourge, and to crucify; and on the
third day he will rise.’

20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to
him with her sons, bowing to the ground, and
begging a favour.
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21 ‘What is it that you want?’ he asked. ‘I want
you to say,’ she replied, ‘that in your kingdom
these two sons of minemay sit, one on your right,
and the other on your left.’

22 ‘You do not know what you are asking,’ was
Jesus’ answer. ‘Can you drink the cup that I am to
drink?’ ‘Yes,’ they exclaimed, ‘we can.’

23 ‘You will indeed drink my cup,’ he said, ‘but
as to a seat at my right and at my left – that is not
mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has
been prepared bymy Father.’

24 On hearing of this, the ten others were very
indignant about the two brothers.

25 Jesus, however, called the ten tohim, and said,
‘The rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them as you
know, and their high officials oppress them.

26Among you it is not so.
27 No, whoever wants to become great among

you must be your servant, and whoever wants to
take thefirst placeamongyou,mustbeyour slave;

28 just as the Son of Man came, not to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.’

29 As they were going out of Jericho, a great
crowd followed him.

30Two blind men who were sitting by the road-
side, hearing that Jesus was passing, called out,
‘Take pity on us, Master, Son of David!’

31The crowd told them to be quiet; but the men
only called out the louder, ‘Take pity onus,Master,
Son of David!’

32Then Jesus stoppedand called them. ‘Whatdo
you want me to do for you?’ he said.
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33 ‘Master,’ they replied, ‘wewant our eyes to be
opened.’

34 So Jesus, moved with compassion, touched
their eyes, and immediately they recovered their
sight, and followed him.

21
The Last Days

1 When they had almost reached Jerusalem,
having come as far as Bethphage, on theMount of
Olives, Jesus sent on two disciples.

2 ‘Go to the village facing you,’ he said, ‘and you
will immediately find a donkey tethered, with a
foal by her side; untie her, and lead her here for
me.

3 And, if anyone says anything to you, you are
to say this – “TheMaster wants them”; and hewill
send them at once.’

4 This happened in fulfilment of these words in
the prophet –

5“Say to thepeopleofZion – ‘YourKing is coming
to you, gentle, and riding on a donkey, and on the
foal of a beast of burden.’ ”

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus had
directed them.

7 They led the donkey and the foal back, and,
when theyhadput their cloaks on them, he seated
himself on them.

8 The immense crowd of people spread their
cloaks in the road,while somecutbranchesoff the
trees, and spread them on the road.

9 The crowds that led the way, as well as those
that followed behind, kept shouting, ‘God save the
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SonofDavid! Blessed ishewhocomes in thename
of the Lord! God save him from on high!’

10 When he had entered Jerusalem, the whole
city was stirred, and asked –

11 ‘Who is this?’, to which the crowd replied
– ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in
Galilee.’

12 Jesus went into the Temple Courts, and drove
out all those who were buying and selling there.
He overturned the tables of the money changers,
and the seats of the pigeon-dealers,

13 and said to them, ‘Scripture says “My house
will be called a house of prayer”; but you are
making it a den of robbers.’

14While he was still in the Temple Courts, some
blind and some lame people came up to him, and
he cured them.

15But,when the chief priests and the teachers of
the Law saw the wonderful things that Jesus did,
and the boys who were calling out in the Temple
Courts ‘God save the Son of David!’, they were
indignant,

16and said to him, ‘Do you hearwhat these boys
are saying?’

‘Yes,’ answered Jesus, ‘but did you never read
the words – “Out of the mouths of babes and
sucklings you have called forth perfect praise”?’

17Then he left them, and went out of the city to
Bethany, and spent the night there.

18 The next morning, in returning to the city,
Jesus became hungry;

19 and, noticing a solitary fig tree by the road-
side, he went up to it, but found nothing on it but
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leaves. So he said to it, ‘Never again will fruit
be gathered off you.’ And suddenly the fruit tree
withered up.

20When the disciples saw this, they exclaimed
in astonishment, ‘How suddenly the fig tree with-
ered up!’

21 ‘I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘if you have faith and
don’t doubt, you will not only do what has been
done to the fig tree, but even if you were to say to
this hill “Be lifted up and hurled into the sea!” it
would be done.

22 And whatever you ask for in your prayers
will, if you have faith, be granted you.’

23After Jesus had come into the Temple Courts,
the chief priests and the elders of the people came
up to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘What
authority have you to do these things? Who gave
you this authority?’

24 ‘I, too,’ said Jesus in reply, ‘will ask you one
question; if you will give me an answer to it, then
I, also, will tell you what authority I have to act as
I do.

25 It is about John’s baptism. What was its ori-
gin? Divine or human?’ But they began arguing
among themselves, ‘If we say “divine,” he will say
to us “Why then didn’t you believe him?”

26 But if we say “human,” we are afraid of the
people, for everyone regards John as a prophet.’

27So theanswer theygave Jesuswas – ‘Wedonot
know.’

‘Then I,’ he said, ‘refuse to tell you what author-
ity I have to do these things.
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28What do you think of this? There was a man
who had two sons. He went to the elder and said
“Go andwork in the vineyard todaymy son.”

29 “Yes, sir,” he answered; but he did not go.
30 Then the father went to the second son, and

said the same. “I will not,” he answered; but
afterwards he was sorry and went.

31 Which of the two sons did as his father
wished?’ ‘The second,’ they said. ‘I tell you,’ added
Jesus, ‘that tax collectors andprostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God before you.

32 For when John came to you, walking in the
path of righteousness, you did not believe him,
but tax collectors and prostitutes did; and yet you,
though you saw this, even then were not sorry,
nor did you believe him.

33 ‘Listen to another parable. A man, who was
an employer, once planted a vineyard, put a fence
round it, dug a winepress in it, built a tower, and
then let it out to tenants and went abroad.

34 When the time for the grape harvest drew
near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to receive
his share of the produce.

35But the tenants seized his servants, beat one,
killed another, and stoned a third.

36A second time the owner sent some servants,
a larger number than before, and the tenants
treated them in the sameway.

37As a last resort he sent his son to them. “They
will respect my son,” he said.

38But the tenants, on seeing his son, said to each
other “Here is the heir! Come, let us kill him, and
get his inheritance.”
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39So they seizedhim, and threwhimoutside the
vineyard, and killed him.

40Now, when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?’

41 ‘Miserablewretches!’ they exclaimed, ‘hewill
put them to a miserable death, and he will let out
the vineyard to other tenants, who will pay him
his share of the produce at the proper times.’

42 Then Jesus added, ‘Have you never read in
the scriptures? – “The stone which the builders
despised – has now itself become the cornerstone.
This cornerstone has come from the Lord, and is
marvellous in our eyes.”

43That, I tell you, iswhy the kingdomofGodwill
be taken fromyou, and given to a nation that does
produce the fruit of the kingdom.

44 Yes, and he who falls on this stone will be
dashed to pieces, while anyone on whom it falls
– it will scatter him as dust.’

45 After listening to these parables, the chief
priests and the Pharisees saw that it was about
them that he was speaking;

46 yet, although eager to arrest him, they were
afraid of the crowds, who regarded him as a
prophet.

22
1Oncemore Jesus spoke to them in parables.
2 ‘The kingdom of heaven,’ he said, ‘may be

compared to a kingwhogave abanquet inhonour
of his son’s wedding.

3He sent his servants to call thosewhohadbeen
invited to the banquet, but theywere unwilling to
come.
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4 A second time he sent some servants, with
orders to say to those who had been invited “I
have prepared my meal, my cattle and fat beasts
are killed and everything is ready; come to the
banquet.”

5 They, however, took no notice, but went off,
one to their farm, another to their business;

6while the rest, seizing his servants, ill-treated
them and killed them.

7 The king, in anger, sent his troops, put those
murderers to death, and set their city on fire.

8 Then he said to his servants “The banquet is
prepared, but those who were invited were not
worthy.

9 So go to the cross-roads, and invite everyone
you find to the banquet.”

10The servants went out into the roads and col-
lected all the people whom they found, whether
bad or good; and the bridal-hall was filled with
guests.

11 But, when the king went in to see his guests,
he noticed there a man who had not put on a
wedding-robe.

12Sohe said tohim “My friend, how is it that you
came in here without a wedding-robe?” The man
was speechless.

13Then the king said to the attendants “Tie him
hand and foot, and put him out into the darkness
outside, where there will be weeping and grind-
ing of teeth.”

14Formany are called, but few chosen.’
15Then the Pharisees went away and conferred

together as to how they might lay a trap for Jesus
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in the course of conversation.
16They sent their disciples, with the Herodians,

to say to him, ‘Teacher, we know that you are an
honest person, and that you teach the way of God
honestly, andarenot afraidof anyone; for youpay
no regard to a person’s position.

17 Tell us, then, what you think. Are we right in
paying taxes to the Emperor, or not?’

18 Perceiving their malice, Jesus answered,
‘Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?

19 Showme the coin with which the tax is paid.’
And, when they had brought him a coin,

20he asked, ‘Whose head and title are these?’
21 ‘The Emperor’s,’ they answered, at which he

said to them, ‘Then pay to the Emperor what
belongs to the Emperor, and to God what belongs
to God.’

22 They wondered at his answer, and left him
alone andwent away.

23 That same day some Sadducees came up to
Jesus, maintaining that there is no resurrection.
Their question was this, –

24 ‘Teacher, Moses said – “should a man die
without children, the man’s brother will become
the husband of the widow, and raise a family for
his brother.”

25Nowwe had living among us seven brothers;
of whom the eldest married and died, and, as he
had no family, left his wife for his brother.

26 The same thing happened to the second and
the third brothers, and indeed to all the seven.

27The woman herself died last of all.
28 At the resurrection, then, whose wife will

she be out of the seven, all of them having been
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married to her?’
29 ‘Your mistake,’ replied Jesus, ‘is due to your

ignorance of the scriptures, and of the power of
God.

30 For at the resurrection there is no marrying
or beingmarried, but all who rise are as angels in
heaven.

31 As to the resurrection of the dead, have you
not read these words of God –

32 “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He is not the God of
dead people, but of living.’

33 The crowds, who had been listening to him,
were greatly struck with his teaching.

34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had
silenced the Sadducees, they collected together.

35Then one of them, a Student of the Law, to test
him, asked this question –

36 ‘Teacher, what is the greatest commandment
in the Law?’

37His answerwas, ‘Youmust love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all yourmind.

38This is the great first commandment.
39The second, which is like it, is this – You must

love your neighbour as you love yourself.
40 On these two commandments hang all the

Law and the prophets.’
41Before the Pharisees separated, Jesus put this

question to them –
42 ‘What do you think about the Christ? Whose

son is he?’ ‘David’s,’ they said.
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43 ‘How is it, then,’ Jesus replied, ‘that David,
speaking under inspiration, calls him “lord,” in
the passage –

44 “The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right
hand, until I put yourenemiesbeneathyour feet”?

45 Since, then, David calls him “lord,” how is he
David’s son?’

46No one could say a word in answer; nor did
anyone after that day venture to question him
further.

23
1 Then Jesus, speaking to the crowds and to his

disciples, said,
2 ‘The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees

now occupy the chair of Moses.
3Therefore practice and lay to heart everything

that they preach but do not practice.
4While theymakeupheavy loads andpile them

on other people’s shoulder’s they decline, them-
selves, to lift a finger to move them.

5 All their actions are done to attract attention.
They widen their phylacteries, and increase the
size of their tassels,

6 and like to have the place of honour at dinner,
and the best seats in the synagogues,

7 and to be greeted in the markets with respect,
and to be called “Rabbi” by everybody.

8 But do not allow yourselves to be called
“Rabbi,” for you have only one teacher, and you
yourselves are all brothers and sisters.

9And do not call anyone on the earth your “Fa-
ther,” for you have only one Father, the heavenly
Father.
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10 Nor must you allow yourselves to be called
“leaders,” for you have only one leader, the Christ.

11 The person who wants to be the greatest
among youmust be your servant.

12Whoever exalts themselves will be humbled,
andwhoever humbles themselveswill be exalted.

13 But alas for you, teachers of the Law and
Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You turn the
key of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces.
For you do not go in yourselves, and do not allow
those who try to go in to do so.

14 *
15 Alas for you, teachers of the law and Phar-

isees, hypocrites that you are! You scour land
and sea to make a single convert, and, when they
are gained, you make them twice as deserving of
Gehenna as you are yourselves.

16 Alas for you, you blind guides! You say “if
any swear by the Temple, their oath counts for
nothing; but, if anyone swears by the gold of the
Temple, their oath is binding them”!

17 Fools that you are and blind! Which is the
more important? The gold? Or the Temple which
has given sacredness to the gold?

18 You say, too, “If anyone swears by the al-
tar, their oath counts for nothing, but, if anyone
swears by the offering placed on it, their oath is
binding on them”!

19 Blind indeed! Which is the more important?
* 23:14 Some later manuscripts add: Alas for you teachers of the
law and Pharisees, hypocrites! You devour widows’ property, and
pray longprayers just for show! This iswhyyouwill receiveamore
severe punishment.
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The offering? Or the altar which gives sacredness
to the offering?

20 Therefore a person, swearing by the altar,
swears by it and by all that is on it,

21andaperson, swearingby theTemple, swears
by it and by himwho dwells in it,

22while a person, swearing by heaven, swears
by the throne of God, and by himwho sits on it.

23 Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Phar-
isees, hypocrites that you are! You pay tithes
on mint, fennel, and caraway seed, and have
neglected the weightier matters of the Law – jus-
tice, mercy, and good faith. These last you ought
to have put into practice, without neglecting the
first.

24 You blind guides, to strain out a gnat and to
swallow a camel!

25 Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Phar-
isees, hypocrites that you are! You clean the
outside of the cup and the dish, but inside they
are filled with the results of greed and self-
indulgence.

26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside
of the cup and the dish, so that the outside may
become clean as well.

27 Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Phar-
isees, hypocrites that you are! You are like white-
washed tombs, which indeed look fair outside,
while inside they are filled with dead people’s
bones and all kinds of filth.

28 It is the same with you. Outwardly, and to
others, you have the look of religious people, but
inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and sin.
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29 Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Phar-
isees, hypocrites that youare! Youbuild the tombs
of the prophets, and decorate the monuments of
religious people,

30and say “Hadwebeen living in the days of our
ancestors, we should have taken no part in their
murder of the prophets!”

31 By doing this you are furnishing evidence
against yourselves that you are true children of
the people whomurdered the prophets.

32Goon then, finishwhat your ancestors began!
33 You snakes and children of snakes! How can

you escape being sentenced to Gehenna?
34 That is why I send you prophets, wise peo-

ple, and teachers of the Law, some of whom you
will crucify and kill, and some of whom you will
scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from
town to town;

35 so that on your heads may fall every drop
of innocent blood spilt on earth, from the blood
of innocent Abel down to that of Zechariah,
Barachiah’s son, whom you murdered between
the Temple and the altar.

36 All this, I tell you, will come home to the
present generation.

37 Jerusalem! Jerusalem! She who slays the
prophets and stones the messengers sent to her
– Oh, how often have I wished to gather your
children round me, as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you would not come!

38Verily, your house is left to you desolate!
39 For nevermore, I tell you, will you see me,

until you say – “Blessed is He who comes in the
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name of the Lord!” ’

24
1Leaving the Temple Courts, Jesus was walking

away, when his disciples came up to draw his
attention to the Temple buildings.

2 ‘Do you see all these things?’ was his answer.
‘I tell you, not a single stone will be left here on
another, which will not be thrown down,’

3 so, while Jesus was sitting on the Mount of
Olives, his disciples came up to him privately and
said, ‘Telluswhen thiswill be, andwhatwill be the
sign of your coming, and of the close of the age.’

4 Jesus replied to them, ‘See that no one leads
you astray;

5 for, manywill takemy name, and come saying
“I am the Christ,” andwill leadmany astray.

6 You will hear of wars and rumours of wars;
take care not to be alarmed, for such things must
occur; but the end is not yet here.

7 For nation will rise against nation and king-
dom against kingdom, and there will be famines
and earthquakes in various places.

8All this, however, will be but the beginning of
the birth pangs!

9When that time comes, they will give you up
to persecution, andwill put you to death, and you
will be hated by all nations because of me.

10And thenmanywill fall away, andwill betray
one another, and hate one another.

11 Many false prophets, also, will appear and
leadmany astray;
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12and, owing to the increase of wickedness, the
love of most will grow cold.

13Yet the personwho endures to the endwill be
saved.

14 This good news of the kingdom will be pro-
claimed throughout the world as a witness to all
nations; and then will come the end.

15 As soon, then, as you see “the Foul Desecra-
tion,” mentioned by the prophet Daniel, standing
in theHoly place,’ (the readermust considerwhat
this means)

16 ‘then those of youwho are in Judeamust take
refuge in themountains;

17and aman on the housetopmust not go down
to get the things that are in his house;

18nor must one who is on their farm turn back
to get his cloak.

19Alas for pregnant women, and for those who
are nursing infants in those days!

20 Pray, too, that your flight may not take place
in winter, nor on a Sabbath;

21 for thatwill be a timeof great distress, the like
of which has not occurred from the beginning of
the world down to the present time – no, nor ever
will again.

22Had not those days been limited, not a single
soulwouldescape; but for the sakeofGod’speople
a limit will be put to them.

23 At that time, if anyone should say to you
“Look! Here is the Christ!” or “Here he is!”, do not
believe it;

24 for false Christs and false prophets will arise,
and will display great signs and marvels, so that,
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were it possible, even God’s people would be led
astray.

25Remember, I have told you beforehand.
26 Therefore, if people say to you “He is in the

wilderness!”, do not go out there; or “He is in an
inner room!”, do not believe it;

27 for, just as lightning will start from the east
and flash across to the west, so will it be with the
coming of the Son of Man.

28 Wherever a dead body lies, there will the
vultures flock.

29 Immediately after the distress of those days,
the sun will be darkened, the moon will not give
her light, the stars will fall from the heavens, and
the forces of the heavens will be convulsed.

30Thenwill appear the sign of the Son ofMan in
the heavens; and all the peoples of the earth will
mourn, when they see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of the heavens, with power and great
glory;

31 and he will send his angels, with a great
trumpet, and they will gather his people round
him from the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other.

32 ‘Learn the lesson taught by the fig tree. As
soon as its branches are full of sap, and it is
bursting into leaf, you know that summer is near.

33 And so may you, as soon as you see all these
things, know that he is at your doors.

34 I tell you, even the present generationwill not
pass away, until all these things have taken place.

35Theheavens and the earthwill pass away, but
mywords will never pass away.
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36 But about that day and hour, no one knows –
not even the angels of heaven, not even the Son –
but only the Father himself.

37For, just as in the days of Noah, so will it be at
the coming of the Son of Man.

38 In those days before the flood they went on
eatinganddrinking,marryingandbeingmarried,
up to the very day onwhichNoah entered the ark.

39They didn’t realise what was going to happen
until the flood came and swept them one and all
away; and so will it be at the coming of the Son of
Man.

40At that time, of twomen on a farm onewill be
taken and one left;

41 of two women grinding with a hand-mill one
will be taken and one left.

42 Therefore watch; for you cannot be sure on
what day yourMaster is coming.

43 But this you do know, that, had the owner of
the house known at what time of night the thief
was coming, they would have been on the watch,
and would not have allowed their house to be
broken into.

44 Therefore, you must also prepare, since it is
justwhenyouare least expectinghim that the Son
of Manwill come.

45 Who, then is that trustworthy, careful ser-
vant, who has been placed by their master over
his household, to give them their food at the
proper time?

46Happy will that servant be whom their mas-
ter, when he comes home, will find doing this.

47 I tell you that their master will put them in



Matthew 24:48 lxxx Matthew 25:8

charge of the whole of his property.
48But, should the servant be a bad servant, and

say to themselves “My master is a long time in
coming,”

49 and begin to beat their fellow servants, and
eat and drink with drunkards,

50 that servant’smasterwill comeonadaywhen
they do not expect him, and at an hour of which
they are unaware,

51 and will flog the servant severely, and assign
them their place among the hypocrites, where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

25
1 ‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten

bridesmaids who took their lamps and went out
to meet the groom.

2 Five of them were foolish, and five were pru-
dent.

3The foolish ones took their lamps, but took no
oil with them;

4 while the prudent ones, besides taking their
lamps, took oil in their jars.

5 As the groom was late in coming, they all
became drowsy, and slept.

6 But at midnight a shout was raised – “The
groom is coming! Come out to meet him!”

7 Then all the bridesmaids woke up and
trimmed their lamps,

8 and the foolish said to the prudent “Give us
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.”
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9 But the prudent ones answered “No, There
may not be enough for you and for us. Go instead
to those who sell it, and buy for yourselves.”

10 But while they were on their way to buy it,
the groom came; and the bridesmaids who were
ready went in with him to the banquet, and the
door was shut.

11Afterwards the other bridesmaids came. “Sir,
Sir,” they said, “open the door to us!”

12 But the groom answered “I tell you, I do not
know you.”

13Therefore watch, since you know neither the
day nor the hour.

14 ‘For it is as though aman, going on his travels,
called his servants, and gave his property into
their charge.

15 He gave five bags of gold to one, two to an-
other, and one bag to a third, in proportion to the
ability of each. Then he set out on his travels.

16 The servant who had received the five bags
of gold went at once and tradedwith it, andmade
another five bags.

17So, too, the servant who had received the two
bags of gold made another two bags.

18But the servantwho had received the one bag
went and dug a hole in the ground, and hid his
master’s money.

19After a long time themaster of those servants
returned, and settled accounts with them.

20The servantwho had received the five bags of
gold came up and brought five bags more. “Sir,”
he said, “you entrusted me with five bags of gold;
look, I havemade another five bags!”
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21 “Well done, good, trustworthy servant!” said
his master. “You have been trustworthy with a
small sum; now I will place a large one in your
hands; come and share yourmaster’s joy!”

22 Then the one who had received the two bags
of gold came up and said “Sir, you entrusted me
with two bags of gold. Look, I have made another
two!”

23 “Well done, good, trustworthy servant!” said
his master. “You have been trustworthy with a
small sum; now I will place a large one in your
hands; come and share yourmaster’s joy!”

24 The man who had received the single bag
of gold came up, too, and said “Sir, I knew that
you were a hard man; you reap where you have
not sown, and gather up where you have not
winnowed;

25and, inmy fear, I went and hid yourmoney in
the ground; look, here is what belongs to you!”

26 “You lazy, worthless servant!” was his mas-
ter’s reply. “You knew that I reapwhere I have not
sown, and gather upwhere I have notwinnowed?

27 Then you ought to have placed my money in
the hands of bankers, and I, on my return, should
have receivedmymoney, with interest.

28 Therefore,” he continued, “take away from
him the one bag of gold, and give it to the onewho
has the ten bags.

29 For, to him who has, more will be given, and
he will have abundance; but, as for him who has
nothing, even what he has will be taken away
from him.

30 As for the useless servant, put him out into
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thedarknessoutside,where therewill beweeping
and grinding of teeth.”

31 ‘When the Son of Man has come in his glory
and all the angels with him, then he will take his
seat on his throne of glory;

32 and all the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate the people – just as a
shepherd separates sheep from goats –

33 placing the sheep on his right hand, and the
goats on his left.

34 Then the king will say to those on his right
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father, enter
into possession of the kingdom prepared for you
ever since the beginning of the world.

35 For, when I was hungry, you gave me food;
when Iwas thirsty, yougavemedrink;when Iwas
a stranger, you tookme to your homes;

36when Iwasnaked, you clothedme;when I fell
ill, you visited me; and when I was in prison, you
came tome.”

37 Then the righteous will answer “Lord, when
did we see you hungry, and feed you? Or thirsty,
and give you a drink?

38When didwe see you a stranger, and take you
to our homes? Or naked, and clothe you?

39 When did we see you ill, or in prison, and
come to you?”

40And the king will reply “I tell you, as often as
you did it to one of these my brothers or sisters,
however unimportant they seemed, you did it to
me.”

41 Then he will say to those on his left “Go from
my presence, accursed, into the permanent fire
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which has been prepared for the devil and his
angels.

42For, when I was hungry, you gaveme no food;
when I was thirsty, you gaveme no drink;

43when I was a stranger, you did not take me to
your homes; when Iwas naked, you did not clothe
me; and, when I was ill and in prison, you did not
visit me.”

44 Then they, in their turn, will answer “Lord,
when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or a
stranger, or naked, or ill, or in prison, and did not
supply your wants?”

45 And then he will reply “I tell you, as often
as you failed to do it to one of these, however
unimportant, you failed to do it to me.”

46And these lastwill goaway into lasting correc-
tion, but the righteous into lasting life.’

26
1When Jesus had finished teaching all of that,

he said to his disciples,
2 ‘You know that in two days time the Festival of

the Passoverwill be here; and that the Son ofMan
is to be given up to be crucified.’

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the
people met in the house of the high priest, who
was called Caiaphas,

4 and plotted together to arrest Jesus by stealth
and put him to death;

5 but they said, ‘Not during the Festival, or the
people may riot.’

6After Jesus had reached Bethany, andwhile he
was in the house of Simon the leper,
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7awoman came up to himwith an alabaster jar
of very costly perfume, and poured the perfume
on his head as he sat at the table.

8 The disciples were indignant at seeing this.
‘What is this waste for?’ they exclaimed.

9 ‘It could have been sold for a large sum, and
themoney given to poor people.’

10 ‘Why are you troubling the woman?’ Jesus
said, when he noticed it. ‘For this is a beautiful
deed that she has done to me.

11 You always have the poor with you, but you
will not always haveme.

12 In pouring this perfume on my body, she
prepares me for my burial.

13 I tell you, wherever, in the whole world, this
good news is proclaimed, what this woman has
done will be told inmemory of her.’

14 It was then that one of the Twelve, named
Judas Iscariot, made his way to the chief priests,

15 and said ‘What are you willing to give me, if I
betray Jesus to you?’ The Priests counted him out
thirty pieces of silver as payment.

16 So from that time Judas looked for an oppor-
tunity to betray Jesus.

17On the first day of the Festival of the unleav-
ened bread, the disciples came up to Jesus, and
said, ‘Where do youwish us tomake preparations
for you to eat the Passover?’

18 ‘Go into the city to a certain man,’ he an-
swered, ‘and say to him “The teacher says – My
time is near. I will keep the Passover with my
disciples at your house.” ’
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19 The disciples did as Jesus directed them, and
prepared the Passover.

20 In the evening Jesus took his place with the
twelve disciples,

21and,while theywere eating, he said, ‘I tell you
that one of you will betrayme.’

22 In great grief they began to say to him, one by
one, ‘Can it be I, Master?’

23 ‘The one who dipped his bread beside me in
the dish,’ replied Jesus, ‘is the onewhowill betray
me.

24 True, the Son of Man must go, as scripture
says of him, yet alas for thatmanbywhomthe Son
ofMan isbeingbetrayed! For thatman itwouldbe
better never to have been born!’

25 Judas, who was betraying him, turned to him
and said, ‘Can it be I, Rabbi?’

‘It is,’ answered Jesus.
26 While they were eating, Jesus took some

bread, and, after saying the blessing, broke it and,
as he gave it to his disciples, said, ‘Take it and eat
it; this is my body.’

27 Then he took a cup, and, after saying the
thanksgiving, gave it to them, with the words,
‘Drink from it, all of you;

28 for this ismycovenant blood,which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

29 I tell you that I will never, after this, drink
of this juice of the grape, until that day when I
will drink it new with you in the kingdom of my
Father.’

30 They then sang a hymn, and went out to the
Mount of Olives.
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31Then Jesus said to them, ‘Even youwill all fall
away from me tonight. Scripture says – “I will
strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the
flock will be scattered.”

32But, after I have risen, Iwill gobefore you into
Galilee.’

33 ‘If everyone else falls away from you,’ Peter
answered, ‘I will never fall away!’

34 ‘I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘that this very night,
before the cock crows, you will disown me three
times!’

35 ‘Even if I must die with you,’ Peter exclaimed,
‘I will never disown you!’ All the disciples spoke
in the sameway.

36Then Jesus camewith them to a garden called
Gethsemane, andhe said tohis disciples, ‘Sit down
here while I go and pray over there.’

37 Taking with him Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee, he began to show signs of sadness and
deep distress of mind.

38 ‘I am sad at heart,’ he said, ‘sad even to death;
wait here and watch withme.’

39Going on a little further, he threw himself on
his face in prayer. ‘My Father,’ he said, ‘if it is
possible, let me be spared this cup; only, not as I
will, but as you will.’

40Thenhe came tohis disciples, and found them
asleep. ‘What!’ he said to Peter, ‘could none of you
watch withme for one hour?

41 Watch and pray so that you don’t fall into
temptation. True, the spirit is eager, but human
nature is weak.’

42 Again, a second time, he went away, and
prayed. ‘My Father,’ he said, ‘if I cannot be spared
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this cup, but must drink it, your will be done!’
43Andcomingbackagainhe found themasleep,

for their eyes were heavy.
44 So he left them, and went away again, and

prayed a third time, again saying the samewords.
45Then he came to the disciples, and said, ‘Sleep

on now, and rest yourselves. Look – my time
is close at hand, and the Son of Man is being
betrayed into the hands of wicked people.

46Up, and let us be going. Look! My betrayer is
close at hand.’

47 And, while he was still speaking, Judas, who
was one of the Twelve, came in sight; and with
himwas a great crowdof people, with swords and
clubs, sent from the chief priests and elders of the
people.

48Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with
them. ‘Themanwhom I kiss,’ he had said, ‘will be
the one; arrest him.’

49Sohewent up to Jesus at once, and exclaimed,
‘Welcome, Rabbi!’ and kissed him;

50 at which Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what
you have come for.’ The men went up, seized
Jesus, and arrested him.

51 Suddenly one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and
striking the high priest’s servant, cut off his ear.

52 ‘Sheathe your sword,’ Jesus said, ‘for all who
draw the sword will be put to the sword.

53Do you think that I cannot ask my Father for
help, when he would at once send tomy aidmore
than twelve legions of angels?

54 But in that case how would the scriptures be
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fulfilled, which say that this must be?’
55 Jesus at the same time said to the crowds,

‘Have you come out, as if after a robber, with
swords and clubs, to take me? I have sat teaching
dayafterday in theTempleCourts, andyet youdid
not arrest me.’

56 The whole of this occurred in fulfilment of
the prophetic scriptures. Then the disciples all
forsook him and fled.

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to
Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of
the Law and elders had assembled.

58 Peter followed him at a distance as far as the
high priest’s courtyard, to see the outcome.

59 Meanwhile the chief priests and the whole
of the High Council were trying to get such false
evidence against Jesus, as would warrant putting
him to death,

60 but they did not find any, although many
came forwardwith false evidence. Later on, how-
ever, twomen came forward and said,

61 ‘This man said “I am able to destroy the Tem-
ple of God, and to build it in three days.” ’

62 Then the high priest stood up, and said to
Jesus, ‘Haveyounoanswer? What is this evidence
which these men are giving against you?’

63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest
said to him, ‘I order you, by the living God, to tell
us whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.’

64 ‘It is true,’ Jesus answered, ‘Moreover I tell
you all that hereafter you will see the Son of Man
sitting on the right hand of the Almighty, and
coming on the clouds of the heavens.’
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65 Then the high priest tore his robes. ‘This is
blasphemy!’ he exclaimed. ‘Why do we want
any more witnesses? You have just heard his
blasphemy!

66What is your decision?’ They answered, ‘He
deserves death.’

67 Then they spat in his face, and struck him,
while others dealt blows at him, saying as they did
so,

68 ‘Nowplay the prophet for us, youChrist! Who
was it that struck you?’

69 Peter, meanwhile, was sitting outside in the
courtyard; and a maidservant came up to him,
and exclaimed, ‘Why, you were with Jesus the
Galilean!’

70 But Peter denied it before them all. ‘I do not
knowwhat youmean,’ he replied.

71When he had gone out into the gateway, an-
other maid saw him, and said to those who were
there, ‘This manwas with Jesus of Nazareth!’

72Againhedenied itwithanoath, ‘I donot know
theman!’

73 But soon afterwards those who were stand-
ing by came up and said to Peter, ‘You also are
certainly one of them; why, even your way of
speaking proves it!’

74 Then Peter said, ‘I swear that I do not know
theman! MayGodpunishme if I am lying!’ At that
moment a cock crowed;

75andPeter remembered thewordswhich Jesus
had said – “Before a cock has crowed, you will
disownme three times”; and hewent outside, and
wept bitterly.
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27
1At daybreak all the chief priests and the elders

of the people consulted together against Jesus, to
bring about his death.

2They put him in chains and led him away, and
gave him up to the Roman Governor, Pilate.

3 Then Judas, who betrayed him, seeing that
Jesus was condemned, repented of what he had
done, and returned the thirty pieces of silver to
the chief priests and elders.

4 ‘I did wrong in betraying a good man to his
death,’ he said. ‘What has that to dowith us?’ they
replied. ‘Youmust see to that yourself.’

5 Judas flung down the pieces of silver in the
Temple, and left; and went away and hanged
himself.

6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver, but
they said, ‘Wemust not put them into the Temple
treasury, because they are blood-money.’

7 So, after consultation, they used it to buy the
“Potter’s Field” as a burial ground for foreigners,

8and that is why that field is called the “Field of
Blood” to this very day.

9 Then it was that these words spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah were fulfilled – “They took the
thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the
people of Israel,

10 and gave them for the potter’s field, as the
Lord commandedme.”

11Meanwhile Jesus was brought before the Ro-
man Governor. ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’
asked the Governor. ‘It is true,’ answered Jesus.
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12 While charges were being brought against
him by the chief priests and elders, Jesusmade no
reply.

13 Then Pilate said to him, ‘Don’t you hear how
many accusations they aremaking against you?’

14 Yet Jesus made no reply – not even a single
word; at which the Governor was greatly aston-
ished.

15 Now, at the feast, the Governor was accus-
tomed to grant the people the release of any one
prisoner whom theymight choose.

16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner
called Barabbas.

17 So, when the people had collected, Pilate said
to them, ‘Whichdoyouwishme torelease foryou?
Barabbas? Or Jesus who is called “Christ”?’

18 For he knew that it was out of jealousy that
they had given Jesus up to him.

19While he was still on the Bench, his wife sent
this message to him – ‘Do not have anything to do
with that good man, for I have been very much
troubled today in a dream because of him.’

20But the chief priests and elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas, and to kill Jesus.

21The Governor, however, said to them, ‘Which
of these two do youwishme to release for you?’

‘Barabbas,’ they answered.
22 ‘What then,’ Pilate asked, ‘should I do with

Jesus who is called “Christ?” ’ ‘Crucify him,’ they
all replied.

23 ‘Why, what harm has he done?’ he asked. But
they kept shouting furiously, ‘Crucify him!’
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24WhenPilate saw thathis effortswereunavail-
ing, but that, on the contrary, a riotwasbeginning,
he took some water, and washed his hands in the
sight of the crowd, saying as he did so, ‘I am not
answerable for this bloodshed; you must see to it
yourselves.’

25And all the people answered, ‘His blood be on
our heads and on our children’s!’

26 Then Pilate released Barabbas to them, but
Jesus he had scourged, and gave him up to be
crucified.

27After that, the Governor’s soldiers took Jesus
with them into the Government house, and gath-
ered the whole garrison round him.

28 They stripped him, and put on him a red
military cloak,

29andhaving twisted some thorns into a crown,
put it on his head, and a rod in his right hand, and
then, going down on their knees before him, they
mocked him. ‘Long life to you, king of the Jews!’
they said.

30 They spat at him and, taking the rod, kept
striking him on the head;

31and,when theyhad left offmockinghim, they
tookoff themilitary cloak, andputhis ownclothes
on him, and led him away to be crucified.

32 As they were on their way out, they came
upon a man from Cyrene called Simon, and they
compelled him to go with them to carry the cross.

33On reaching a place named Golgotha (a place
named from its likeness to a skull),

34 they gave him some wine to drink which had
been mixed with gall; but after tasting it, Jesus
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refused to drink it.
35Whentheyhadcrucifiedhim, theydividedhis

clothes among them by casting lots.
36Then they sat down, and keptwatch over him

there.
37 Above his head they fixed the accusation

against him written out – “THIS IS JESUS THE
KING OF THE JEWS.”

38At the same time two robbers were crucified
with him, one on the right, the other on the left.

39 The passers-by railed at him, shaking their
heads as they said,

40 ‘You who would “destroy the Temple and
build one in three days,” save yourself! If you are
God’s Son, come down from the cross!’

41 In the same way the chief priests, with the
Teachers of the Law and elders, said inmockery,

42 ‘He saved others, but he cannot save himself!
He is the “king of Israel”! Why doesn’t he come
down from the cross now, then we will believe in
him.

43He has trusted in God; if God wants him, let
him deliver him now; for he said “I am God’s
Son.” ’

44 Even the robbers, who were crucified with
him, insulted him in the sameway.

45 After midday a darkness came over all the
country, lasting until three in the afternoon.

46About three Jesus called out loudly, ‘Eloi, Eloi,
lema sabacthani’ – that is to say, “MyGod,myGod,
why have you forsakenme?”

47 Some of those standing by heard this, and
said, ‘Theman is calling for Elijah!’

48 One of them immediately ran and took a
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sponge, and, filling itwith commonwine, put it on
the end of a rod, and offered it to him to drink.

49But the rest said, ‘Wait and let us see if Elijah
is coming to save him.’*

50 But Jesus, uttering another loud cry, gave up
his spirit.

51 Suddenly the Temple curtain was torn in two
from top to bottom, the earth shook, the rocks
were torn asunder,

52 the tombs opened, and the bodies of many of
God’s people who had fallen asleep rose,

53 and they, leaving their tombs, went, after
the resurrection of Jesus, into the Holy City, and
appeared to many people.

54The Roman centurion, and the men with him
who were watching Jesus, on seeing the earth-
quakeandall thatwashappening, becamegreatly
frightened and exclaimed, ‘Thismust indeedhave
been God’s Son!’

55 There were many women there, watching
fromadistance,whohadaccompanied Jesus from
Galilee and had been attending on him.

56Among themwereMaryofMagdala,Mary the
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of
Zebedee’s sons.

57When evening had fallen, there came a rich
man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had
himself become a disciple of Jesus.

58He went to see Pilate, and asked for the body
of Jesus. Pilate ordered it to be given him.

* 27:49 Some latermanuscripts add: However anotherman took
a spear, and pierced his side; and water and blood flowed from it.
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59 So Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a
clean linen sheet,

60 and laid it in his newly made tomb which he
had cut in the rock; and, before he left, he rolled a
great stone against the entrance of the tomb.

61 Mary of Magdala and the other Mary re-
mained behind, sitting in front of the grave.

62 The next day – that is, the day following the
Preparation-day – the chief priests and Pharisees
came in a body to Pilate, and said,

63 ‘Sir, we remember that, during his lifetime,
that impostor said “I will rise after three days.”

64So order the tomb to bemade secure until the
third day. Otherwise his disciples may come and
steal him, and then say to the people “Hehas risen
from the dead,”when the latest imposture will be
worse than the first.’

65 ‘Youmay have a guard,’was Pilate’s reply. ‘Go
andmake the tomb as secure as you can.’

66 So they went and made the tomb secure, by
sealing the stone, in presence of the guard.

28
The Risen Life

1After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week
began to dawn, Mary of Magdala and the other
Mary had gone to look at the grave,

2when suddenly a great earthquake occurred.
For an angel of the Lord descended from heaven,
and came and rolled away the stone, and seated
himself on it.

3 His appearance was as dazzling as lightning,
and his clothing was as white as snow;
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4 and, in their terror of him, the men on guard
trembled violently and became like deadmen.

5 But the angel, addressing the women, said,
‘Youneednot beafraid. I know that it is Jesus,who
was crucified, for whom you are looking.

6He is not here; for he has risen, as he said he
would. Come, and see the place where he was
lying;

7and thengoquickly and say tohis disciples “He
has risen from the dead, and is going before you
into Galilee; there you will see him.” Remember, I
have told you.’

8 They left the tomb quickly, in awe and great
joy, and ran to tell the news to the disciples.

9 Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Welcome!’ he said.
The women went up to him, and clasped his feet,
bowing to the ground before him. Then Jesus said
to them,

10 ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and
sisters to set out for Galilee, and they will see me
there.’

11While theywere still on theirway, someof the
guard came into the city, and reported to the chief
priests everything that had happened.

12 So they and the elders met and, after holding
a consultation, gave a large sum of money to the
soldiers,

13and told them to say that his disciples came in
the night, and stole himwhile they were asleep;

14 ‘And should this matter come before the Gov-
ernor,’ they added, ‘we will satisfy him, and see
that you have nothing to fear.’

15 So the soldiers took the money, and did as
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they were instructed. This story spread widely;
the people of Judea still tell it today.

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus told them tomeet him;

17 and, when they saw him, they bowed to the
ground before him; although some felt doubtful.

18 Then Jesus came up, and spoke to them, say-
ing, ‘All authority in heaven and on the earth has
been given to me.

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all the
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

20 and teaching them to lay to heart all the
commands that I have given you; and, remember,
I myself am with you every day until the close of
the age.’
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