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Preface
The Open English Bible

The Open English Bible project aims to create a modern English translation of the
Bible which is completely free of copyright restrictions and available without cost for any
purpose.
The OEB is your Bible – you can use it in worship, print as many copies as you want (in

whole or part), republish it on your own website, even remix it or take it as the base for
your own translation to meet your needs and the needs of your community. And you can
do this without needing our permission or paying us a cent (or penny, rupee or kobo).

Base texts
The normative text for the OEBNewTestament is theWestcott &Hort critical text. Since

theNA28 is subject to a claim of copyright,W&H remains the best available public domain
text.
The normative text for the OEB Old Testament is the Codex Leningradensis (Leningrad

Codex); specifically the electronic version of theWestminster Leningrad Codex.
The OEB is being created by taking existing English language translations which are in

the public domain, and conforming them to modern English and suitable public domain
Greek and Hebrew source texts.
The New Testament of the OEB is being formed on the base of the ‘Twentieth Century

New Testament’ (’TCNT’), in particular the revised edition published in 1904.
The TCNTwas one of the earliest 20th century attempts at a translation in clearmodern

language aimed at the ordinary reader and based on a modern textual base (ie Westcott
& Hort). Predating the mid 20th century translations such as the New English Bible and
even Moffatt”s groundbreaking attempt, it is out of copyright worldwide. The TCNT also
has a particular resonance with the open source and free content communities of today
– it was created by a loose collaboration of volunteers rather than a top down hierarchy.
Given the requirements of modern language and public domain status the TCNT was the
best contender.
The Old Testament books which have been completed at this stage lean heavily on the

work of James Moffatt, John Edgar McFadyen and Charles Foster Kent, who were very
respected turn of the century Old Testament scholars.

Copyright
The OEB is available under a CC0 licence, effectively a waiver of copyright which allows

the maximum reuse. We request (though this is not a licence condition) that altered ver-
sions be distributed under another name, or with changes clearly and comprehensively
disclosed so that readers are not confused.



Ruth 1:1 2 Ruth 2:3

The book of
Ruth

Naomi and Ruth
1 In the time when the judges ruled, there was once a famine in the land. A man from

Bethlehem in Judah took his wife and two sons to live in the territory of Moab.
2His namewas Elimelech and his wife’s was Naomi, and his two sons wereMahlon and

Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. After they had been living in
Moab for some time,

3Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons,
4whomarriedMoabitewomennamedOrpahandRuth. After theyhad lived there about

ten years,
5Mahlon and Chilion both died, and Naomi was left alone, without husband or sons.
6 So she set out with her daughters-in-law to return from the land of Moab, for she had

heard that the LORD had remembered his people and given them food.
7As they were setting out together on the journey to Judah,
8Naomi said to her daughters-in-law, ‘Go, return both of you to the homeof yourmother.

May the LORD be kind to you as you have been kind to the dead and tome.
9 The LORD grant that each of you may find peace and happiness in the house of a new

husband.’
Then she kissed them; but they began to weep aloud
10and said to her, ‘No, we will return with you to your people.’
11But Naomi said, ‘Go back, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Can I still bear

sons whomight become your husbands?
12Goback,mydaughters, goyourownway, because I amtooold tohaveahusband. Even

if I should say, “I have hope,” even if I should have ahusband tonight and should bear sons,
13would you wait for them until they were grown up? Would you remain single for

them? No, my daughters! My heart grieves for you, for the LORD has sent me adversity.’
14 Then they again wept aloud, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth

stayed with her.
15 ‘Look,’ said Naomi, ‘your sister-in-law is going back to her own people and to her own

gods. Go along with her!’
16But Ruth answered, ‘Do not urgeme to leave you or to go back. I will go where you go,

and I will stay wherever you stay. Your people will be my people, and your Godmy God;
17 I will die where you die, and be buried there. May the LORD bring a curse uponme, if

anything but death separate you andme.’
18When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she ceased urging her to

return.
19 So they journeyed on until they came to Bethlehem. Their arrival stirred the whole

town, and the women said, ‘Can this be Naomi?’
20 ‘Donot callmeNaomi,’ she said to them, ‘callmeMara*, for the Almighty has givenme

a bitter lot.
21 I hadplentywhen I left, but the LORDhas broughtmeback emptyhanded. Why should

you call me Naomi, now that the LORD has afflicted me, and the Almighty has brought
misfortune onme?’

22SoNaomi and Ruth, herMoabite daughter-in-law, returned fromMoab. They reached
Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.

2
In the Fields of Boaz

1Now Naomi was related through her husband to a very wealthy man of the family of
Elimelech named Boaz.

2Ruth theMoabite said toNaomi, ‘Letmenowgo into the fields and gather leftover grain
behind anyone whowill allowme.’
‘Go, my daughter,’ she replied.
3 So she went to glean in the field after the reapers. As it happened, she was in that part

of the field which belonged to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

* 1:20 In Hebrew ‘Naomi’means ‘pleasant,’ and ‘Mara’means ‘bitter.’
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4When Boaz came fromBethlehem and said to the reapers, ‘The LORD bewith you,’ they
answered him, ‘May the LORD bless you.’

5 ‘Whose girl is this?’ Boaz asked his servant who had charge of the reapers.
6The servantwhohadchargeof the reapers replied, ‘It is theMoabite girlwhocameback

with Naomi from the territory of Moab.
7She asked to be allowed to glean and gather sheaves after the reapers. So she came and

has continued to work until now and she has not rested amoment in the field.’
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, ‘Listen, my daughter. Do not go to glean in another field nor

leave this place, but stay here withmy girls.
9Watch where the men are reaping and follow the gleaners. I have told the young men

not to trouble you. When you are thirsty, go to the jars and drink of that which the young
men have drawn.’

10 Then she bowed low and said to him, ‘Why are you so kind to me, to take interest in
mewhen I am just a foreigner?’

11Boaz replied, ‘I haveheardwhat youhavedone for yourmother-in-lawsince thedeath
of your husband, and how you left your father and mother and your native land to come
to a people that you did not know before.

12May the LORD repay you for what you have done, and may you be fully rewarded by
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.’

13Thenshe said, ‘I trust Imaypleaseyou,my lord, foryouhavecomfortedmeandspoken
kindly to your servant, although I am not really equal to one of your own servants.’

14AtmealtimeBoaz said to Ruth, ‘Comehere and eat some of the food and dip your piece
of bread in the vinegar.’ So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed her some roasted
grain. She ate until she was satisfied and had some left.

15When she rose to glean, Boaz gave this order to his young men: ‘Let her glean even
among the sheaves and do not disturb her.

16Also pull out some for her from the bundles and leave for her to glean, and do not find
fault with her.’

17 So she gleaned in the field until evening, then beat out what she had gleaned. It was
about a bushel of barley.

18 Then she took it up and went into the town and showed her mother-in-law what she
had gleaned. She also brought out and gaveher thatwhich shehad left fromhermeal after
she had had enough.

19 ‘Where did you glean today, and where did you work?’ asked her mother-in-law. ‘A
blessing on himwho took notice of you!’
So she told hermother-in-lawwhere she hadworked. ‘The name of themanwithwhom

I worked today,’ she said, ‘is Boaz.’
20Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, ‘May the blessing of the LORD rest on thismanwho

has not ceased to show his loving-kindness to the living and to the dead. The man,’ she
added, ‘is a near relation of ours.’

21 ‘He toldme,’Ruth said, ‘that Imust keepnearhis youngmenuntil theyhave completed
all his harvest.’

22Naomisaid toRuth, ‘It isbest,mydaughter, thatyoushouldgooutwithhisgirlsbecause
youmight not be as safe in another field.’

23So she gleanedwith the girls of Boaz until the end of the barley andwheat harvest; but
she lived with her mother-in-law.

3
Night andmorning

1One day, Naomi said to Ruth, ‘My daughter, should I not seek to secure a home for you
where you will be happy and prosperous?

2 Is not Boaz, with whose girls you have been, a relative of ours?
3 Tonight he is going to winnow barley on the threshing-floor. So bathe and anoint

yourself and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing-floor. But do not make
yourself known to theman until he has finished eating and drinking.

4Thenwhenhe lies down,mark theplacewherehe lies. Go in, uncoverhis feet, lie down,
and then he will tell you what to do.’

5 ‘I will do as you say.’ Ruth said to her.
6 So she went down to the threshing-floor and did just as her mother-in-law told her.
7When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in a happy mood, he went to lie

down at the end of the heap of grain. Then Ruth came quietly and uncovered his feet and
lay down.
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8Atmidnight themanwas startled and turned over, and there was awoman lying at his
feet!

9 ‘Whoare you?’ he said. ‘I amRuth your servant,’ she answered, ‘Spreadyour cloak over
your servant, for you are a near relative.’

10 He said, ‘May you be blest by the LORD, my daughter. You have shown me greater
favour now than at first, for you have not followed youngmen, whether poor or rich.

11My daughter, have no fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for thewhole town knows
that you are a virtuous woman.

12Now it is true that I am a near relative, but there is another man nearer than I.
13 Stay here tonight, and then in the morning, if he will perform for you the duty of a

kinsman, well, let him do it. But if he will not perform for you the duty of a kinsman, then
as surely as the LORD lives, I will do it for you. Lie down until morning.’

14 So she lay at his feet until morning, but rose before anyone could recognise her, for
Boaz said, ‘No onemust know that a woman came to the threshing-floor.’

15He also said, ‘Bring the cloak which you have on and hold it.’ So she held it while he
poured into it six measures of barley and laid it on her shoulders. Then he went into the
city.

16When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, ‘Is it you, my daughter?’ Then
Ruth told Naomi all that theman had done for her.

17 ‘He gave me these six measures of barley,’ she said, ‘for he said I should not go to my
mother-in-law empty-handed.’

18 ‘Wait quietly, my daughter.’ Naomi said, ‘Until you know how the affair will turn out,
for themanwill not rest unless he settles it all today.’

4
1Then Boazwent up to the gate and sat down. Just then the near kinsman ofwhomBoaz

had spoken came along. Boaz said, ‘Hello, So-and-so (calling him by name), come here and
sit down.’ So he stopped and sat down.

2Boaz also took ten of the town elders and said, ‘Sit down here.’ So they sat down.
3Thenhe said to thenear relative, ‘Naomi,whohas comeback from the countryofMoab,

is offering for sale the piece of land which belonged to our relative Elimelech,
4 and I thought that I would lay the matter before you, suggesting that you buy it in the

presence of these men who sit here and of the elders of my people. If you will buy it and
so keep it in the possession of the family, do so; but if not; then tell me, so that I may know;
for no one but you has the right to buy it, and I am next to you.’
‘I will buy it,’ he said.
5ThenBoaz said, ‘On thedayyoubuy thefield fromNaomi, youmust alsomarryRuth the

Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order to preserve the name of the dead in connection
with his inheritance.’

6 ‘I cannot buy it formyself without spoilingmy own inheritance,’ the near relative said.
‘You takemy right of buying it as a relative, because I cannot do so.’

7Now this used to be the custom in Israel: to make valid anything relating to amatter of
redemption or exchange, a man drew off his sandal and gave it to the other man; and this
was the way contracts were attested in Israel.

8 So when the near relative said to Boaz, ‘Buy it for yourself,’ Boaz drew off the man’s
sandal.

9Then Boaz said to the elders and to all the people, ‘You are witnesses at this time that I
have bought all that was Elimelech’s and all that was Chilion’s andMahlon’s fromNaomi.

10Moreover I have secured Ruth theMoabite, thewife ofMahlon, to bemywife, in order
to perpetuate the name of the dead in connection with his inheritance, so that his name
will not disappear from among his relatives and from the household where he lived. You
are witnesses this day.’

11Thenall thepeoplewhowereat thegateand theelders said, ‘Wearewitnesses. May the
LORDmake thewomanwho is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, who together
built the house of Israel. May you do well in Ephrata, and become famous in Bethlehem.

12 From the children whom the LORD will give you by this young woman may your
household become like the household of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.’

13 So Boazmarried Ruth, and she became his wife; and the LORD gave to her a son.
14Then the women said to Naomi, ‘Blessed be the LORD who has not left you at this time

without a near relative, andmay his name be famous in Israel.
15This child will restore your vigor and nourish you in your old age; for your daughter-

in-lawwho loves you, who is worthmore to you than seven sons, has borne a son to Boaz!’
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16 So Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him as if he was her own.
17The women of the neighbourhood gave him a name, saying, ‘A son is born to Naomi!’

They named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse, who was the father of David.
Genealogy

18This is the genealogy of Perez:
Perez was the father of Hezron,
19Hezron of Ram,
Ram of Amminadab,
20Amminidab of Nashon,
Nashon of Salmon,
21 Salmon of Boaz,
Boaz of Obed,
22Obed of Jesse,
Jesse of David.
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The Book of
Esther

The Follies of a Despot
1 These events happened in the time of Ahasuerus, who ruled over a hundred and

twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia
2 from his royal throne in the fortified palace of Susa.
3 In the third year of his reign, the king gave a feast for all his officers and courtiers. The

commanders of the military forces of Persia and Media, the nobles and provincial rulers
were present

4 while for one hundred and eighty days he showed them the glorious riches of his
kingdom and the costliness of his magnificent regalia.

5 When these days were ended, the king held a banquet for all the people who were
present in the royal palace at Susa, high and low alike. It was a seven days’ feast in the
enclosed garden of the royal palace.

6 There were white and violet cotton curtains fastened to silver rings and pillars of
marble with cords of fine purple wool and linen. The couches were of gold and silver
placed upon a mosaic pavement of alabaster, white marble, mother-of-pearl, and dark
stone.

7Drink was brought in vessels of gold – which were all different – and the king’s wine
was provided with royal liberality.

8Thedrinkingwasunrestricted, for thekinghaddirectedall theofficersofhishousehold
to let eachman do as he pleased.

9Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the King Ahasuerus’ royal palace.
10On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman,

Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zathar and Carkas, his seven eunuch attendants
11 to bring Queen Vashti before him with the royal diadem on her head, to show her

beauty to the people and the officials, for she was very beautiful.
12But Queen Vashti refused to come as the king commanded through the eunuchs. Then

the king became very angry and his fury burned within him.
13 The king turned to the wise men who knew the precedents, for it was his custom to

confer with those wise in law.
14 Those next to him were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and

Memucan, seven officials of Persia andMediawhohad access to the king andwere highest
in the kingdom.

15 ‘Queen Vashti’, the king said, ‘has failed to obeymy royal command – the command of
King Ahasuerus conveyed through the eunuchs! What does the law say should be done to
her?’

16Memucan replied before the king and the officials, ‘Queen Vashti has done wrong not
only to thekingbutalso toall theofficials and toall thepeoples inall of theking’sprovinces.

17 The refusal of the queen will be reported to all the women with the result that it will
make them despise their husbands. They will say, “King Ahasuerus commanded Queen
Vashti to be brought in before him, but she did not come!”

18This veryday the ladies of Persia andMediawhohaveheardof the refusal of thequeen
will tell it to all the king’s officials, and there will be contempt and strife!

19 If it seems best to the king, let him send out a royal edict. Let it be written among the
laws of Persia and Media, never to be repealed, that Vashti may never again come before
King Ahasuerus. Let the king give her place as queen to another who is more worthy than
she.

20When the king’s decree which hemakes is heard throughout his kingdom – great as it
is – the wives of all classes will give honour to their husbands.’

21The proposal pleased the king and the officials, and the king did asMemucan advised.
22He sent letters to all the provinces, to every province in its own system of writing and

to every people in their language, that everyman should bemaster in his own house!

2
Choosing a Queen

1Some time later,when thewrathofKingAhasuerushadsubsided, he rememberedwhat
Vashti had done andwhat had been decreed against her.
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2 Then the king’s servants who waited upon him said, ‘Let beautiful young virgins be
sought for the king,

3 and let the king appoint commissioners to all the provinces of his kingdom to gather
themall to Susa the royal residence. Let thembebrought into thewomen’s quarters under
the custody of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who has charge of the women. Then give them
what is needed to make them beautiful,

4 and let the girl who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.’ The proposal pleased
the king so he put it into action.

5 In Susa the royal residence lived a Jew named Mordecai. He was son of Jair, son of
Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjamite.

6 (Kish had been carried away from Jerusalem with the exiles who were deported with
Jeconiah king of Judah, whomNebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon took captive.)

7Mordecai had adopted Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter, since she had
neither father nor mother. The girl was shapely and beautiful; and after her father and
mother died, Mordecai raised her as if she was his own daughter.

8When the king’s commandanddecreewere known,many girlswere gathered together
to Susa the capital under the custody of Hegai. Estherwas also taken into the king’s palace
and placed under the custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women.

9 The girl pleased him and gained his favour, so that he quickly gave her the cosmetics
she needed to enhance her beauty and her allowance of food and the sevenmaids selected
from the king’s household. He also transferred her and her maids to the best place in the
harem.

10Esther had not revealed her people nor her family background becauseMordecai had
ordered her not to.

11 Every day Mordecai would walk in front of the courtyard of the harem and ask after
Esther’s health and what was happening to her.

12 The girls were prepared for meeting King Ahasuerus for twelve months: six months
being treated with oil of myrrh and six months with perfumes and cosmetics. After the
twelvemonths,

13 each girl went in to the king. She was allowed to take with her whatever she wished
from the women’s quarters,

14 and would enter the palace in the evening and return the next morning to another
part of the harem under the care of the king’s eunuch Shaashgaz who was in charge of
concubines. She would not go to the king again unless he desired her and summoned her
by name.

15When it was the turn of Esther (the girl adopted by Mordecai, daughter of his uncle
Abihail) to go in to the king, she only took with her those things that Hegai, the king’s
eunuch in charge of the women, had advised her to take. Esther was liked by all who saw
her.

16Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus in the royal palace in the tenthmonth, themonth
of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.

17And the king loved her more than all the other women, and she became his favourite
and won his affection. He placed the royal diadem on her head and made her queen
instead of Vashti.

18 Then the king gave a great feast to all his officials and courtiers in honour of Esther,
and he remitted the taxes of the provinces and distributed gifts with royal liberality.

19All the time the virginswere assembled again,Mordecaiwas sitting as an offical at the
king’s gate.

20Esther hadnot revealedher people or family backgroundbecause she still obeyedhim
as she had when he was bringing her up.

Hatredwithout Pity
21 In those days while Mordecai was sitting in the king’s gate, two of the royal court

attendants, Bigthan and Teresh, who guarded the entrance of the palace, became enraged
and attempted to kill King Ahasuerus.

22But Mordecai learned of the conspiracy and disclosed it to Queen Esther, and she told
the king onMordecai’s behalf.

23When the affairwas investigated and the facts discovered, the conspiratorswere both
hanged on the gallows. The incident was recorded in the presence of the king in the daily
record of events.
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3
1 After these events King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of Hammedatha the

Agagite, and advanced him to a place above all the officials whowere with him.
2All the king’s courtiers who were in the king’s gate used to bow down before Haman,

for so the king had commanded, but Mordecai did not bow down nor prostrate himself.
3 Then the king’s courtiers, who were in the king’s gate, said to Mordecai, ‘Why do you

disobey the king’s command?’
4Whentheyhadspoken tohimdayafterdaywithouthis listening to them, they informed

Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s acts would be tolerated, for he had told them that he
was a Jew.

5When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down nor prostrate himself before him,
he was furious.

6But it seemed to him beneath his dignity to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had
told him who Mordecai’s people were. Instead Haman sought to destroy all the people of
Mordecai, all the Jews throughout the kingdom of Ahasuerus.

7 In the first month (the month of Nisan) in the twelfth year of the reign of King
Ahasuerus, Haman had “pur” (which means “lot”) cast before him to determine the best
day and best month for his actions. The lot fell on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month
– the month of Adar.

8 So Haman said to King Ahasuerus, ‘There is a certain people scattered among the
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom, whose laws differ from those of every other
andwho do not keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is not right for the king to tolerate them.

9 If it seems best to the king, let an order be given to destroy them, and I will pay ten
thousand silver coins into the royal treasury.’

10 So the king took off his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.

11 ‘The money is yours,’ the king said to Haman, ‘and the people also to do with them as
you wish.’

12And so, on the thirteenth day of thefirstmonth, the king’s secretarieswere summoned
andasHaman instructedanedictwas issued to theking’s satrapsandprovincial governors
and the rulers of each of the peoples in their own script and their own language. The edict
was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with his ring.

13Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces, saying: Destroy, kill, put
an end to all the Jews, young and old, little children and women, on the thirteenth day of
the twelfth month, and plunder their possessions.

14 A copy of the edict was to be published as a decree in every province – publicly
displayed so that everyonemight be ready for that day.

15 By command of the king the couriers raced off, and the edict was published in Susa
itself.
Then the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was in turmoil.

4
AQueen’s Efforts to Save Her People

1WhenMordecai learned all that hadbeendone, he tore his clothes andput on sackcloth
and strewed ashes on his head, and went out into the city and raised a loud and bitter cry
of lamentation.

2Hewent as far as the king’s gate, but no one could enter the gate clothedwith sackcloth.
3 In every province, wherever the king’s command and decree went, there was great

mourning, fasting, weeping, and wailing among the Jews. Many of them sat in sackcloth
and ashes.

4 When Esther’s maids and attendants told her about Mordecai’s behaviour, she was
greatly troubled. She sent garments for Mordecai to put on, so that he could take off his
sack-cloth, but he would not accept them.

5 So Esther called Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs whom he had appointed to attend
her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what it all meant and the reason for it.

6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai, to the city square in front of the king’s gate.
7Mordecai told him all that had happened to him and the exact amount of money that

Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasury for the destruction of the Jews.
8Also he gave him a copy of the decree to destroy them, that had been published in Susa,

to show to Esther for her information. He also told her to go to the king and implore his
mercy and to plead with him in behalf of her people.
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9When Hathach came and told Esther what Mordecai had said,
10 she instructed Hathach to go and say to Mordecai,
11 ‘All the king’s courtiers and the people of the king’s provinces know that for every

man or womanwho goes to the king into the inner court without being called there is one
penalty, death, unless the king holds out the golden sceptre signifying that they may live.
It has been thirty days since I have been called to go in to the king.’

12WhenMordecai was told what Esther had said,
13 he sent back this reply to Esther, ‘Don’t imagine that you alone of all the Jews will

escape because you belong to the king’s household.
14 If you persist in remaining silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the

Jews from another quarter, but you and your family will perish. Who knows? Maybe you
have been raised to the throne for a time like this!’

15Then Esther sent this message to Mordecai:
16 ‘Go, gather all the Jews in Susa and fast for me. Don’t eat nor drink anything for three

days and nights. My maids and I will fast as well. Then I will go in to the king, although it
is contrary to the law, and if I die, I die.’

17Mordecai did everything Esther had directed.

5
1 On the third day, Esther put on her regalia and stood in the inner court of the royal

palace opposite the king’s house. The kingwas sitting on his throne in the palace, opposite
the entrance.

2When he saw Esther the queen standing in the court, she won his favour, and he held
out to her the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the
top of the sceptre.

3Then the king said to her, ‘What is it, Queen Esther? Whatever your request is, it will be
granted, even if it is the half of the kingdom.’

4 ‘If it seems best to the king,’ Esther said, ‘let the king and Haman come today to the
banquet that I have prepared for him.’

5Then the king ordered, ‘Bring Haman quickly, so that Esther’s wishmay be gratified.’
So the king and Hamanwent to the banquet that Esther had prepared.
6While they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, ‘Whatever your petition is, it

will be granted. Your request, it will be done – even if it takes half of my kingdom.’
7Esther answered,
8 ‘If I have won the king’s favour and if it seems best to the king to grant my petition and

to accede tomy request, my petition andmy request are that the king and Haman come to
the banquet which I will prepare for them. Tomorrow I will answer the king’s question as
he wishes.’

9Haman went out that day joyful and elated, but when he saw Mordecai in the king’s
gate and noticed that he neither stood up normoved for him, he was furiously angry with
Mordecai.

10NeverthelessHamanrestrainedhimself andwenthome. Hecalled togetherhis friends
and Zeresh his wife

11and recounted to them the greatness of his wealth, howmany children he had, and all
the ways in which the king had honoured him, and how he had promoted him above the
officials and the royal courtiers.

12 ‘What is more,’ Haman said, ‘Queen Esther brought no one in with the king to the
banquet which she had prepared except me, and tomorrow also I am invited by her along
with the king.

13 Yet all this does not satisfy me as long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s
gate.’

14 Then Zeresh his wife and all his friends said to him, ‘Let a gallows seventy-five feet
high be erected, and in the morning speak to the king and let Mordecai be hanged on it.
Then go merrily with the king to the banquet.’ The advice pleased Haman, and so he had
the gallows erected.

6
Downfall of a Conspirator

1On that night the king was unable to sleep, so he gave orders to bring the books that
recordedmemorable deeds, and they were read before the king.



Esther 6:2 10 Esther 7:10

2 It was found recorded how Mordecai had furnished information regarding Bigthan
and Teresh, two of the king’s attendants who guarded the entrance of the palace, who had
attempted to kill King Ahasuerus.

3 ‘What honour and dignity have been conferred on Mordecai for this?’ the king asked.
When the king’s pages whowaited on him replied ‘Nothing has been done for him,’

4 the king said, ‘Who is in the court?’ Now Haman had just entered the outer court of
the king’s house to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows that he had
prepared for him.

5 So the king’s pages said to him, ‘Haman is standing there, in the court.’ The king said,
‘Let him enter.’

6 So Haman entered, and the king said to him, ‘What should be done for the man whom
the kingwishes to honour?’ Haman said to himself, ‘Whombesidesme could the kingwish
to honour?’

7 So he said to the king, ‘For themanwhom the king wishes to honour
8 let a royal garment be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse on which the

king has ridden and onwhose head a royal diadem has been placed.
9 Then let the garment and the horse be placed in charge of one of the king’s noble

officials. Let him clothe the man whom the king wishes to honour and let him lead that
man on the horse through the city square, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done
for themanwhom the king wishes to honour.” ’

10Then the king said to Haman, ‘Make haste and take the garment and the horse, as you
have said, and do this to Mordecai the Jew, who sits in the king’s gate. Omit nothing of all
you have said.’

11 So Haman took the garment and the horse and clothed Mordecai, and made him ride
through thecity squareandproclaimedbeforehim, ‘This iswhat isdone for themanwhom
the king wishes to honour.’

12Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, butHamanhurried to his house,mourning, with
his head covered.

13 Haman recounted to Zeresh his wife and to all his friends everything that had
happened to him. Then his wise men and Zeresh his wife said to him, ‘If Mordecai before
whom you have already been humiliated is of the Jewish people, you can do nothing
against him but will surely fall before him.’

14While they were still talking with him, the king’s attendants came and quickly took
Haman to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

7
1 So the king and Hamanwent to drink with Queen Esther.
2As theywere drinkingwine on that secondday, the king again said to Esther, ‘Whatever

your petition is, Queen Esther, it will be granted to you. Whatever you request it will be
done, even if it takes half of the kingdom.’

3Then Queen Esther answered, ‘Your Majesty, if I have won your favour, and if it seems
best to YourMajesty, let my life be givenme asmy petition, andmy people as my request,

4 for I andmy people have been sold to be destroyed, killed, and completely annihilated!
If we had been merely sold into slavery I would not have disturbed your peace, because
such a fate would not have affected the interests of the king.’

5ThenKing Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, ‘Who is he andwhere is hewhose heart has
impelled him to do this?’

6 ‘A foe, an enemy: this wicked Haman.’ Esther answered. Haman shrank in terror
before the king and the queen.

7 In his wrath the king rose from the place where he was drinking wine and went into
the palace garden. Haman stayed to beg Queen Esther for his life, for he saw that the king
was fully determined to bring calamity upon him.

8 As the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman had flung
himself on Esther’s couch. The king cried, ‘Is he going to rapemyqueenwhile I ampresent
in my own house?’
As the king spoke these words, the attendants covered Haman’s face
9 and Harbonah, one of those who waited on the king, said, ‘There are the gallows,

seventy-five feet high, which Hainan erected for Mordecai, who spoke a good word in
behalf of the king, standing in the house of Haman!’ The king said ‘Hang him on them.’

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the
wrath of the king was pacified.
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8
Deliverance of the Jews

1 At that time King Ahasuerus gave the property of Haman the Jews’ enemy to Queen
Esther. Mordecai was made one of the king’s personal advisers, for Esther had disclosed
his relationship to her.

2 The king also drew off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman. He gave it to
Mordecai, and Esther placedMordecai in charge of Haman’s property.

3 Then Esther sought another audience with the king and fell at his feet and with tears
begged him to avert the evil planned by Haman the Agagite and to frustrate his designs
against the Jews.

4The king held out to her the golden sceptre, and she arose and stood before him.
5 ‘If it seems best to the king,’ she said, ‘and if I havewonhis favour and he thinks it right,

and if I please him, let written orders be given to revoke the dispatches devised byHaman
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which hewrote ordering the destruction of the Jewswho
are in all the king’s provinces.

6For how can I bear to look upon the evil that will come tomy people? How can I bear to
see their destruction?’

7Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, ‘See, I have given
Esther the property of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he laid
hands upon the Jews.

8Now you write on behalf of the Jews, as seems best to you, in the king’s name and seal
it with the king’s signet ring. For a document that is written in the king’s name and sealed
with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.’

9 On the twenty-third day of the third month (that is the month of Sivan), the king’s
secretaries were summoned and as Mordecai instructed an edict was issued to the Jews,
to the satraps and provincial governors and the rulers of each of the one hundred twenty-
seven provinces from India to Ethiopia in their own script and their own language, and to
the Jews in their own script and language.

10Mordecai wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus. He sealed it with the king’s signet
ring. Dispatches were sent by mounted couriers who rode the swift, noble steeds, bred of
the royal studs.

11 In this way the king permitted the Jews whowere in every city to gather together and
make a stand for their life, to destroy, to kill, and annihilate all the armed forces of any
people or province thatmight be hostile to them, including their children andwomen, and
to take their goods as plunder

12 throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus on that thirteenth day of the twelfth
month (which is called Adar).

13 A copy of the edict was to be published as a decree in every province – publicly
displayed so that the Jewsmight be ready for that day and avenge themselves.

14 So the couriers who rode the swift, noble steeds went out, hastened and impelled by
the king’s commands!
Meantime the decree had been given out in the royal palace at Susa;
15 and Mordecai had gone out from the presence of the king in royal garments of violet

and white and with a great crown of gold and with a robe of fine linen and purple. The
people of Susa shouted andwere glad.

16To the Jews there came light and gladness and joy and honour.
17And in every province and city, wherever the king’s command and decree came, there

was gladness and joy among the Jews and a holiday. Many of the peoples of the earth
professed to be Jews, for fear of the Jews took possession of them.

9
1 Now in the twelfth month (that is the month of Adar), on the thirteenth day, when

the king’s command and his decree was about to put into execution, on the day that the
enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, then the tables were turned so
that the Jews had themastery over those who hated them.

2The Jewsgathered together in the cities throughoutall theprovincesofKingAhasuerus,
to attack anyone who tried to harm them. No one could withstand them, for the fear of
them had fallen on all the peoples.

3 All the princes of the provinces and the satraps and the governors and they who
attended to the king’s business, helped the Jews, because the fear of Mordecai had fallen
on them.
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4ForMordecaiwas great in theking’s palace, andashis power increasedhis fame spread
throughout all the provinces.

5 The Jews put all their enemies to the sword and, with slaughter and destruction, they
did what they wanted to those who hated them.

6 In Susa the capital the Jews killed five hundred people.
7They killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
9Parmashta, Arisia, Aridai, and Vaizatha,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Jews’ enemy; but they did not take

any plunder.
11On that day the number of those whowere slain in Susa was brought before the king,
12 and the king said to Queen Esther, ‘The Jews have slain five hundred people in Susa,

and the ten sons of Haman. What then have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces!
Nowwhat is your petition? Itwill be granted to you. What is your request? It will be done.’

13 ‘If it please the king,’ Esther said, ‘let it be granted to the Jews who are in Susa to do
tomorrowalsoaccording to thisday’sdecree. Let thebodiesofHaman’s ten sonsbehanged
on the gallows.’

14And the king commanded it to be done. A decree was given out in Susa and they hung
the bodies of Haman’s ten sons on the gallows.

15The Jewswhowere in Susa gathered themselves together again on the fourteenth day
of the month of Adar. They killed three hundred people in Susa. But they did not take any
plunder.

16 And the other Jews who were in the king’s provinces gathered themselves together
and fought for their lives and overcame their enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand
who hated them. But they did not take any plunder.

17This was on the thirteenth day of Adar.

On the fourteenth day of the month Adar the Jews rested and made it a day of feasting
and rejoicing.

18 (But the Jews in Susa gathered on both the thirteenth and fourteenth day – and rested
on the fifteenth day of the samemonth andmade it a day of feasting and rejoicing.)

19 This is why the Jews who live in the country villages keep the fourteenth day of the
month of Adar as a day of rejoicing and feasting and a holiday, and a day in which they
send gifts of food to each other.

The Establishment of Purim
20Mordecai had these things recorded. He sent letters to all the Jewswhowere in all the

provinces of the King Ahasuerus, both near and far.
21He told them to keep the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and also the fifteenth

day every year,
22as the days on which the Jews had rest from their enemies, and themonth which was

turned from sorrow to gladness and from mourning into a feast day. They should make
themdays of feasting and gladness and of sending gifts of food to each other and of gifts to
the poor.

23 So what the Jews had begun to do they adopted as a custom, just as Mordecai had
written to them.

24ForHaman the son ofHammedatha, theAgagite, the enemyof all the Jews, had plotted
todestroy them. Hehadcast “Pur”, that is the lot, intending to consume themand todestroy
them.

25Butwhen thematter camebefore the king, he gavewritten orders that hiswickedplot,
which he had planned against the Jews, should come upon his own head, and that he and
his sons should be hanged on the gallows.

26 This is why these days are called Purim, after the word Pur. Therefore because of all
the words of this letter, as well as all they had seen, and all they had experienced,

27 the Jews established andmade it a custom for them, for their descendants, and for all
whoshould join them, so that itmightnotbe repealed, that they should continue toobserve
these two days as feasts each year,

28 and that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation,
every family, everyprovince, andevery city. And thesedaysof Purimshouldnotpass away
from among the Jews nor the remembrance of them disappear among their descendants.

29Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, gave Mordecai the Jew all authority in writing
to confirm this second letter of Purim.
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30 He sent letters to all the Jews, to the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the
kingdom of Ahasuerus, wishing them peace and security,

31 to confirm these days of Purim in their proper times, to be observed as Mordecai the
Jew and Queen Esther had directed and as the Jews had proscribed for themselves and
their descendants, in thematter of the fastings and their cry of lamentation.

32And the commands of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim; and it was written in
the records.

10
1King Ahasuerus imposed a tribute on the land and the coasts.
2 All the acts of his power and of his might, and the full account of the greatness of

Mordecai to which the king advanced him, are they not recorded in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?

3 For Mordecai the Jew was next in rank to King Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews,
and loved by them all. He sought the good of his people and promoted the welfare of their
descendants.
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The
Psalms
Book One

1
Psalm 1 – TheWay of Happiness

1Happy are those
who do not follow the counsel of the wicked,

not halting in ways frequented by sinners,
nor taking a seat in a gathering of scoffers.

2But the law of the LORD is their joy,
they study it day and night.

3They are like trees
planted by runlets of water,

yielding fruit in due season,
leaves never fading.
In all that they do, they prosper.

4Not so fare the wicked, not so;
like chaff are they, blown by the wind.

5 So the wicked will not stand firm in the judgment,
nor sinners appear, when the righteous are gathered.

6For the way of the righteous is dear to the LORD,
but the way of the wicked will end in ruin.

2
Psalm 2 – The Lord’s Chosen King

1Why this turmoil of nations,
this futile plotting of peoples,

2with kings of the earth conspiring,
and rulers consulting together,
against the LORD and against his anointed,

3 to snap their bonds
and fling their cords away?

4Hewhose throne is in heaven laughs,
the LORDmocks them.

5Then he speaks to them in his wrath,
and in his hot anger confounds them.

6 ‘This my king is installed byme,
on Zionmy holy mountain.’

7 I will tell of the LORD’s decree.
He said to me: ‘You aremy son,

this day I became your father.
8Only ask, and I make you the heir of the nations,

and lord of the world to its utmost bounds.
9Youwill break themwith sceptre of iron,

shatter them like pottery.’

10 So now, you kings, be wise:
be warned, you rulers of earth.

11 Serve the LORD in awe,
kiss his feet with trembling,

12 lest, angry, he hurl you to ruin;
for soon will his fury blaze.
Happy all who take refuge in him.



Psalms 3:1 15 Psalms 4:7

3
Psalm 3 –AMorning Prayer for Protection

A psalm of David, when he fled from his son Absalom.
1Howmany, LORD, are my foes!

Those who rise up against me aremany.
2Many are those who say of me,

‘There is no help for him in his God.’
Selah

3But you, LORD, are shield about me,
my glory, who lifts upmy head.

4When loudly I call to the LORD,
from his holy hill he gives answer.

Selah

5 I laid down and slept:
now I wake, for the LORD sustains me.

6 I fear not themyriads of people
who beset me on every side.

7Arise, LORD: saveme, my God,
who strikes all my foes on the cheek,
and shatters the teeth of the wicked.

8Victory belongs to the LORD:
let your blessing descend on your people.

Selah

4
Psalm 4 –An Evening Prayer

For the leader, with stringed instruments. A psalm of David.
1Answermy cry,

God, my defender.
Often from straits you have brought me

to spacious places.
So now showme your favour

and hear my prayer.

2How long, you proud people,
will my honour be stained

by the slanders you love,
and the lies that you follow?

Selah
3 See! The LORD has shownme

his wonderful kindness:
the LORD hears,

when I call to him.

4 Sin not in your anger:
but speak in your heart
on your bed, and be still.

Selah
5Offer true sacrifice,

trust in the LORD.

6Many are longing
for fortune to smile.

Lift upon us
the light of your face.

7You have put inmy heart, LORD,
a deeper joy

than was theirs who had corn
andwine in abundance.
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8 So in peace I will
lie down and sleep;

for you, LORD, keepme
safe.

5
Psalm 5 –A Prayer for Guidance

For the leader: A psalm of David, to be accompanied by the flute.
1Hearmywords, LORD:

give heed to mywhisper.
2Attend tomy loud cry for help,

my king andmy God.
3When I pray to you, LORD, in themorning,

hear my voice.
I make ready for you in themorning,

and look for a sign.

4For you are no Godwho takes pleasure in wickedness:
no one of evil can be your guest.

5No braggarts can stand in your presence,
you hate all workers of wrong.

6You destroy all speakers of lies,
people of blood and deceit you abhor.

7But I, through your kindness abundant,
may enter your house,

and towards the shrine of your temple
may reverently bow.

8Leadme, LORD, in your righteousness
because of my enemies.
Make your way level before me.

9For their mouth is a stranger to truth,
their heart is a pit of destruction.

Their throat is a wide open grave,
their tongue the smooth tongue of the hypocrite.

10Condemn them, God;
let their schemes bring them down to the ground.

For their numberless crimes thrust them down
for playing the rebel against you.

11But let all who take refuge in you
ring out their gladness forever.

Protect those who love your name,
so theymay exult in you.

12For you give your blessing, LORD, to the godly,
and the shield of your favour protects them.

6
Psalm 6 –A Cry for Help in Time of Trouble

For the leader; with instrumental music on the sheminith. A psalm of David.
1Rebukeme not, LORD, in your anger,

punishme not in your wrath.
2LORD, be gracious to me

inmyweakness.
Heal me LORD,

for racked is my body;
3all of me utterly racked.

Why do youwait so long, LORD?

4Turn, LORD, rescueme;
saveme, because of your love.

5For in death none can call you to mind;
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in Sheol who can praise you?
6 I am so weary of sighing.

All the night I makemy bed swim,
and wet my couch withmy tears.

7My eyes swollen with grief;
fromweeping caused bymy foes.

8Begone, workers of wrong,
for the LORD has heardmy loud weeping,

9 the LORD has heardmy entreaty,
the LORD accepts my prayer.

10My foes will be stricken with terror,
brought to shame and dismay in amoment.

7
Psalm 7 –A Prayer to the God of Justice

A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the LORD about Cush, the Benjamite.
1LORDmy God, I take refuge in you.
Deliver me, saveme from all who pursueme;

2or like lions they will tear me to pieces,
and rendme, past hope of rescue.

3LORD, my God, if my life has been such
if my hands have been stained with guilt,
4 if friends I paid back with evil,
if I plunderedmy foes without cause,

5may the enemy chase and findme,
trample my life to the ground,
my honour leave in the dirt!

Selah
6Arise, LORD, in anger,

against my foes rise in fury.
Awake for my help:

let justice be done.
7Gather the nations about you,

and sit on your lofty throne,
8as the LORD, the judge of the peoples.

Judgeme, LORD, in my innocence
and according to my integrity.

9Put an end to the wrong of the wicked,
protect the righteous.

Searcher of hearts andminds,
righteous God.

10God is my shield:
he saves the upright in heart.

11God is a just judge,
constant in righteous anger.

12Hewill sharpen his sword without fail,
his bow is bent and ready,

13his deadly weapons are ready,
his arrows hemakes of flame.

14The enemywho conceives evil;
pregnant withmischief,
giving birth to lies,

15a pit they havemade and dug;
but into the hole that theymade they will fall.

16On their own heads their mischief comes back;
on their own skulls their violence comes down.
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17 I will give thanks to the LORD for his justice,
and sing to the name of the LORDMost High.

8
Psalm 8 –God’s Glory in Nature

For the leader: A psalm of David, to be accompanied by a stringed instrument.
1LORD our God!

How glorious in all the earth is your name!
Your praise reaches as high as the heavens,

2 from themouths of children and infants.

You have built a fortress
against your enemies,

to silence the foe and the rebel.

3When I look at your heavens,
the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars,
which you have set there,

4what are mortals,
that you think of them,

humans,
that you visit them?

5Yet youmade them little less than divine,
crowned themwith glory andmajesty,

6made them lord of the works of your hands,
put all things under their feet –

7 sheep and oxen,
all of them;

and the wild beasts also:
8birds of the air,
and fish of the sea,
and all that crosses the paths of the ocean.

9LORD our God!
How glorious in all the earth is your name!

9
Psalm 9 –A Song of Praise the Lord’s Justice

For the leader; ’almuth labben. A psalm of David.
1With all my heart I will praise the LORD,

all your wonders I will rehearse.
2 I will rejoice and exult in you,

singing praise to your name, Most High;
3because backwardmy foes were turned,

they stumbled and perished before you.

4My right andmy claim you have upheld,
you did sit on the throne as a fair judge,

5 rebuking the nations, destroying the wicked,
and blotting their name out forever and ever.

6The foe is vanished, ruined forever,
their cities destroyed, their memory perished.

7 See! The LORD is seated forever
on the throne he established for judgment,

8 ruling the world with justice,
and judging the nations with equity.

9 So the LORD proves a haven to the oppressed,
a haven in times of trouble.
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10Well may they trust you who know your name,
for those who seek you, you never abandon.

11 Sing praise to the LORD, whose home is in Zion,
declare his deeds among the nations.

12As avenger of blood, he keeps them inmind,
he does not forget the cry of the wretched.

13 Showme favour, LORD,
see howmy foes afflict me,
lift me up from the gates of death;

14 so I may, in your help exulting,
tell forth your praise at the gates of Zion.

15The nations are sunk in the pit which theymade,
in the net that they hid, their own foot is entangled.

16The LORD is revealed in the judgment he wrought,
the wicked are snared in their own handiwork.

Selah
17Let the wicked depart to Sheol,

all the nations that live forgetful of God.
18For the needy will not be always forgotten,

nor the hope of the helpless be lost forever.
19Arise, LORD; don’t let them triumph:

before your face let the nations be judged.
20 Strike themwith fear, LORD:

show the nations how frail they are.
Selah

10
Psalm 10 –A Prayer for Help

1Why do you stand, LORD, so far away,
hiding yourself in times of trouble?

2The wicked, in their pride, are pursuing the helpless:
let them be caught in the schemes they have plotted.

3For the wicked boasts of their wanton greed;
the robber despises the LORD, and curses him,

4 in wicked pride, thinks:
God doesn’t care,
God doesn’t call to account.

5Never a season that they do not prosper;
your judgments are far above out of their sight:
they scoff at their foes.

6Each says in their heart,
‘I will never be shaken;

I will live for all time
untouched bymisfortune.’

7Their mouths are full of deceit and oppression:
under their tongues lurks mischief and wrong.

8Lying in secret in some village ambush,
and stealthily watching, theymurder the innocent.

9Like a lion that lurks in a secret lair
they lurk intending to catch the defenceless;
to seize them, to drag them away in their net.

10Their victims are crushed,
sink down to the ground.

Under their claws
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the hapless fall.
11The wicked say in their hearts

that God has forgotten,
has hidden his face,

will see nothing.

12Arise, LORD, lift up your hand,
do not forget the cry of the wretched.

13Why do the wicked treat God with contempt,
and say in their hearts, ‘God doesn’t care’?

14You have seen the trouble and sorrow;
youmark it all, and will take it in hand.

The hapless can count on you,
helper of orphans.

15Break the arm of the wicked and evil:
search out their sin, till nomore be found.

16The LORD is king forever and ever:
the nations will vanish from his land.

17LORD, you have heard the desire of the humble,
inclining your ear, strengthening their hearts,

18 rights you have won for the crushed and the orphan,
so no one on earthmay strike terror again.

11
Psalm 11 – Trust in the Lord

For the leader. Of David.
1 In the LORD I take refuge.

How can you tell me
to flee like a bird to themountains?

2 ‘See! The wicked are bending the bow,
their arrow is set on the string,
to shoot from the shadows at the upright in heart.

3 In this tearing down of foundations
what good can a good person do?’

4The LORD in his holy temple,
the LORD in heaven, enthroned.

His eyes watch the world,
they see everyone.

5The LORD examines the righteous and wicked,
and the lover of violence he hates.

6On the wicked he rains coals of fire and brimstone,
and their drink will be scorching wind.

7For the LORD is just, and justice he loves;
so the upright will see his face.

12
Psalm 12 –A Prayer for the Faithful in a FalseWorld

For the leader; on the sheminith. A psalm of David.
1Help, LORD, for the good are all gone,

faithful people have vanished.
2One lies to another, speaking empty lies,

with flattering lips and false hearts they speak.

3May the LORD cut off all the flattering lips,
and the tongue that utters arrogance,

4 they declare, ‘Our tongue is our strength,
our allies our lips: who is lord over us?’
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5 ‘The poor are despoiled, and the needy are sighing;
so now I will act,’ the LORD declares
‘And place them in the safety they long for.’

6The words of the LORD are words that are pure,
silver smelted, seven times refined.

7Youwill keep us, LORD,
and guard us from this generation forever,

8 in a world where the wicked prowl,
and worthless people exalted.

13
Psalm 13 –A Prayer for Help in Trouble

For the leader. A psalm of David.
1How long, LORD, will you forget me forever?

How long will you hide your face fromme?
2How longmust I nurse grief inside me,

and inmy heart a daily sorrow?
How long aremy foes to exult over me?

3Look at me, answerme, LORDmy God.
Fill my eyes with your light,

lest I sleep in death,
4 lest my enemies claim to have triumphed,
lest my foes rejoice at my downfall.

5But I trust in your kindness:
my heart will rejoice in your help.
6 I will sing to the LORD whowas good tome.

14
Psalm 14 – The Folly of Denying God

For the leader. Of David.
1Fools say in their heart,

‘There is no God.’
Vile, hateful their life is;

not one does good.
2From heaven the LORD looks out

on humans, to see
if any are wise,

and care for God.
3But all have turned bad,

the taint is on all;
not one does good,

no, not one.
4Have they learned their lesson,

those workers of evil?
Who ate upmy people,

eating, devouring,
never calling to the LORD.

5 Sore afraid will they be;
for God is among
those who are righteous,

6youmaymock the plans of the poor,
but the LORD is their refuge.

7 If only help from Zion
would come for Israel!

When the LORD brings his people
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a change of fortune,
how glad will be Jacob,

and Israel how joyful!

15
Psalm 15 – Standing Firm

A psalm of David.
1LORD, who can be guest in your tent?

Whomay live on your holy mountain?
2The person whose walk is blameless,

whose conduct is right,
whose words are true and sincere;

3onwhose tongue there sits no slander,
who will not harm a friend,

4nor cruelly insult a neighbour,
who regards with contempt those rejected by God;

but honours those who obey the LORD,
who keeps an oath, whatever the cost,

5whosemoney is lent without interest,
and never takes a bribe to hurt the innocent.

The person who does these things will always stand firm.

16
Psalm 16 – The Joy of Fellowship with God

Amichtam of David.
1Keepme, O God, for in you I take refuge.

2 I said to the LORD, ‘You aremy LORD,
my happiness rests in you alone.
3Those who are holy in the land,

they, they alone, are the noble ones;
all my delight is in them.’

4Those who choose other gods
find endless sorrow.

In their offerings of blood I will have no part
nor take their name onmy lips.

5The LORD is my share andmy portion,
my fate is in your strong hands.

6The boundary lines of my life
mark out delightful country,
my heritage pleases mewell.

7 I praise the LORD for his counsel,
which so stirs my heart in the night.

8 I keep the LORD always inmind:
with him at my hand, I can never bemoved.

9 Somy heart is glad, there is joy inside me;
and in safety of body I live.

10For you will not give me up to Sheol
nor let any who love you see the pit.

11Youwill showme the path that leads to life,
to that fulness of joy which is in your presence,
and the pleasures dispensed by your hand evermore.

17
Psalm 17 –A Prayer for Deliverance

A prayer of David.
1Listen, O LORD, to my innocence;

attend to my piercing cry.
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Give heed to my prayer
out of lips unfeigned.

2Let my vindication come from you,
your eyes see the truth.

3When you test my heart when you visit at night,
and assayme like silver – you can find no evil.

I am determined that mymouth should not lie.
4 I gave earnest heed to the words of your lips.

5My steps have held fast to the paths of your precepts
and in your tracks havemy feet never stumbled.

6 So I call you, O God, with assurance of answer;
bend down your ear to me, hear what I say.

7 Show yourmarvellous love, you who save from enemies
those who take refuge at your right hand.

8Keepme as the apple of the eye,
hideme in the shelter of your wings.

9Fromwicked people who dome violence,
from deadly foes who crowd aroundme.

10They have closed their hearts to pity,
the words of their mouths are haughty.

11Now they dog us at every step,
keenly watching, to hurl us to the ground,

12 like a lion, longing to tear,
like a young lion, lurking in secret.

13Arise, LORD, face them and fell them.
By your sword set me free from the wicked,

14by your hand, O LORD, from those –
whose portion of life is but of this world.

But let your treasured ones have food in plenty
may their children be full and their children satisfied.

15 In my innocence I will see your face,
awake I am filled with a vision of you.

18
Psalm 18 –AKing’s Song of Gratitude

For the leader. Of David, the servant of the LORD, who recited the words of this song to the
LORD after the LORD had saved him from the power of all his enemies and from the hand
of Saul. He said:
1 I love you, O LORD, my strength.
2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, deliverer,

my God, my rock, where I take refuge,
my shield, my defender, my tower.

3Worthy of praise is the LORD whom I call on,
he rescues me from all my foes.

4The waves of death broke about me,
fearful floods of chaos.

5 Sheol threw cords aroundme,
snares of death came tomeet me.

6 In distress I cried to the LORD,
and shouted for help to my God;

in his temple he heardmy voice,
into his ears camemy cry.

7Then the earth shook and quaked,
mountains trembled to their foundations,
and quaked because of his wrath.
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8 Smoke went up from his nostrils,
devouring fire from his mouth,
coals were kindled by it.

9Then he bent the sky and came down,
thick darkness was under his feet.

10He rode on a cherub and flew,
darting on wings of wind,

11with his screen of darkness about him,
in thick dark clouds of water.

12At the radiance before him there passed
hailstones and coals of fire.

13The LORD thundered from heaven,
the Most High uttered his voice.

14He shot his arrows and scattered them,
flashed lightnings, and routed them.

15The channels of the sea were revealed,
the world was laid bare to its base,

at your rebuke, O LORD,
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils.

16He stretched from on high, he seizedme,
drewme up from themighty waters,

17and savedme from those who hatedme –
fierce foes, too mighty for me.

18 In my day of distress they assailedme,
but the LORD provedmy support.

19To a spacious place he brought me,
and, for love of me, he savedme.

20The LORD repays my innocence,
he rewards my cleanness of hands.

21For I kept the ways of the LORD,
nor have wickedly strayed frommy God.

22His commandments were all before me,
his statutes I put not away.

23And I was blameless before him,
guardingmyself from sin.

24 So the LORD repaidmy innocence,
my cleanness of hands in his sight.

25With the loyal you are loyal,
and with the blameless blameless.

26With the pure you show yourself pure,
but shrewdwith the devious.

27For the lowly people you save,
but haughty eyes you abase.

28You aremy lamp, LORD,
my Godwho enlightens my darkness.

29With you I can storm a rampart,
with my God I can leap a wall.

30As for God, his way is perfect;
the word of the LORD is pure.
He is shield to all who take refuge in him.

31For who is God but the LORD?
Andwho is a rock but our God?

32The Godwho armsmewith strength,
who cleared and smoothedmyway.

33Hemademy feet like hinds’ feet,
and set me up on the heights.

34He taught my hands how to fight,
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andmy arms how to bend a bronze bow.

35The shield of your help you gaveme,
your right hand supports me,
you stoop down tomakeme great.

36 In your strength I took giant strides,
andmy feet never slipped.

37 So I chased the foe till I caught them,
and turned not, till I made an end of them.

38 I smashed them, they could not rise,
they fell beneathmy feet.

39You did armmewith strength for war,
you did bowmy assailants beneathme.

40Youmademy foes turn their back to me,
and those who did hate me I finished.

41They cried for help, but none saved them;
to the LORD, but he answered them not.

42 I beat them like dust of themarket-place,
stamped them likemud of the streets.

43From the strife of the peoples you savedme,
youmademe head of the nations,
peoples I knew not did serveme.

44On the instant they hear, they obeyme,
foreigners come tome cringing.

45Foreigners lose courage,
and come out of their strongholds trembling.

46The LORD is alive! Blest be my rock!
Exalted be God, my protector!

47The Godwho gaveme revenge,
and brought down nations beneathme,

48who savedme from angry foes,
and set me abovemy assailants,
safe from the violent.

49For this I will praise you among the nations,
makingmusic, O LORD, to your name:

50 for great triumphs he grants to his king,
and faithful love he shows his anointed,
to David and his seed evermore.

19
Psalm 19 – The Glory of God in the Heavens

For the leader. A psalm of David.
1The heavens declare God’s glory,

the sky tells what his hands have done.
2Day tells it to day,

night reveals it to night,
3without speaking, without words;

without the sound of voices.
4But through all the world their voice carries

their words to the ends of the earth.

He has pitched a tent for the sun in the sky,
5 it comes out like a bridegroom from his bridal chamber,

it joyfully runs its course like a hero.
6From one end of the heavens it rises,

and round it runs to the other,
and nothing hides from its heat.
In Praise of the Law
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7The law of the LORD is perfect,
renewing life.

The decrees of the LORD are trusty,
making the simple wise.

8The behests of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart.

The command of the LORD is pure,
giving light to the eyes.

9The fear of the LORD is clean,
it endures forever.

The LORD’s judgments are true
and right altogether.

10More precious are they than gold –
than fine gold in plenty,

and sweeter they are than honey,
that drops from the comb.

11By them is your servant warned;
who keeps them has rich reward.

12Who can know their flaws?
Absolve me from those I know not.

13Keep your servant fromwilful sins –
from falling under their sway:

then blameless and clear will I be
from great offence.

14May the words of mymouth and the thoughts of my heart
be pleasing to you, LORD,
my rock and redeemer.

20
Psalm 20 –A Prayer for Victory

For the leader. A psalm of David.
1The LORD answer you in the day of distress,

the name of the Jacob’s God protect you,
2 sending you help from the temple,

out of Zion supporting you.

3All yourmeal-offerings may he remember,
your burnt-offerings look onwith favour.

Selah
4May he grant you your heart’s desire,

and bring all your plans to pass.
5Wewill shout then for joy at your victory,

and rejoice in the name of our God.
May the LORD grant your every request.

6Now I am sure that the LORD
will help his anointed.

From his temple in heaven he will answer
by his mighty triumphant right hand.

7 Some in chariots are strong, some in horses;
but our strength is the LORD our God.

8They will totter and fall,
while we rise and stand firm.

9Give victory, LORD, to the king,
and answer us whenwe call.
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21
Psalm 21 –A Prayer after a Victory

For the leader. A psalm of David.
1The king rejoices, LORD, in yourmight,

how he exults because of your help!
2You have granted to him his heart’s desire,

you have not withheld his lips’ request.
Selah

3You came tomeet himwith rich blessings,
you set on his head a golden crown.

4He asked you for life, you gave it –
many long days, forever and ever.

5Great is his glory because of your help,
honour andmajesty you lay upon him.

6For youmake himmost blessed forever,
youmake him glad with the joy of your presence.

7For the king puts always his trust in the LORD;
the Most High, in his love, will preserve him unshaken.

8Your handwill reach all your foes,
your right hand, all who hate you.

9Youwill make them like a furnace of fire,
when you appear, LORD.

The LORD will swallow them up in his wrath.
The fire will devour them.

10Youwill sweep their offspring from the earth,
their children from humanity.

11When they scheme against you
and hatch evil plots – they will fail.

12For you aim your bow at their faces,
make them turn in flight.

13Be exalted, LORD, in your strength,
to yourmight we shall sing andmakemusic.

22
Psalm 22 – The Sufferer’s Triumph

For the leader; set to “Deer of the Dawn”. A psalm of David.
1My God, my God, why have you left me,

my rescue so far from the words of my roaring?
2 I cry in the day, you do not answer,
I cry in the night but find no rest.

3You are the Holy One,
throned on the praises of Israel.

4 In you our ancestors trusted,
they trusted and you delivered them.

5They cried to you, and found safety,
in you did they trust and were not put to shame.

6But I am aworm, not a person;
insulted by others, despised by the people.

7All who seememockme,
withmouths wide open andwagging heads:

8 ‘He relies on the LORD; let him save him.
Let him rescue the one he holds dear!’

9But you drewme from the womb,
laid me safely onmymother’s breasts.

10On your care was I cast frommy very birth,
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you aremy God frommymother’s womb.
11Be not far fromme, for trouble is nigh,
and there is none to help.

12 I am circled bymany bulls,
beset by themighty of Bashan,

13who facemewith gaping jaws,
like ravening roaring lions.

14Poured out am I like water,
and all my bones are loosened.

My heart is become like wax,
melted withinme.

15My palate is dry as a sherd,
my tongue sticks to my jaws;
in the dust of death you layme.

16For dogs are round about me,
a band of knaves encircles me,
gnawingmy hands andmy feet.

17 I can count my bones, every one.
As for them, they feast their eyes onme.

18They dividemy garments among them,
and over my raiment cast lots.

19But you, O LORD, be not far,
Omy strength, hasten to help me.

20Deliver my life from the sword
my life from the power of the dogs.

21 Saveme from the jaws of the lion,
from the horns of the wild oxen helpme.

22 I will tell of your fame tomy kindred,
and in the assembly will praise you.

23Praise the LORD, you who fear him.
All Jacob’s seed, give him glory.
All Israel’s seed, stand in awe of him.

24For he has not despised nor abhorred
the sorrow of the sorrowful.

He hid not his face fromme,
but he listened to my cry for help.

25Of you is my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.

26The afflicted will eat to their heart’s desire,
and those who seek after the LORD will praise him.
Lift up your hearts forever.

27All will call it to mind, to the ends of the earth,
and turn to the LORD;

and all tribes of the nations will bow down before you.
28For the kingdom belongs to the LORD:

he is the LORD of the nations.
29To himwill bow down all who sleep in the earth,

and before him bend all who go down to the dust,
and those who could not preserve their lives.

30My descendants will tell of the LORD
to the next generation;

31 they will declare his righteousness
to people yet to be born:
He has done it.
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23
Psalm 23 – The Good Shepherd

A psalm of David.
1The LORD is my shepherd: I am never in need.

2He lays me down in green pastures.
He gently leads me to waters of rest,

3he refreshes my life.
He guides me along paths that are straight,

true to his name.

4Andwhenmyway lies through a valley of gloom,
I fear no evil, for you are withme.

Your rod and your staff comfort me.

5You spread a table for me
in face of my foes;

with oil you anoint my head,
andmy cup runs over.

6 Surely goodness and love will pursueme –
all the days of my life.

In the house of the LORD I will live
through the length of the days.

24
Psalm 24 – The TrueWorshipper

Of David. A psalm.
1The earth is the LORD’s and all that it holds,

the world and those who live in it.
2For he founded it on the seas,

and on the floods he sustains it.

3Whomay ascend the hill of the LORD?
Whomay stand in his holy place?

4The clean of hands, the pure of heart,
who sets not their heart upon sinful things,
nor swears with intent to deceive:

5 they win from the LORD a blessing:
God is their champion and saviour.

6 Suchmust be those who resort to him,
and seek the face of the God of Jacob.

Selah
The Lords’s Triumphal Entry into the Sanctuary

7Lift high your heads, you gates –
Higher, you ancient doors;
welcome the glorious king.

8 ‘Who is the glorious king?’
‘The LORD strong and heroic,
the LORD heroic in battle.’

9Lift high your heads, you gates –
Higher, you ancient doors;
welcome the glorious king.

10 ‘Who is the glorious king?’
‘The LORD, the God of hosts,
he is the glorious king.’

Selah

25
Psalm 25 –A Prayer for Forgiveness and Protection

A psalm of David.
1To you, O LORD, I lift upmy heart:
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all the day I wait for you.
2 In you I trust, put me not to shame;

let not my foes exult over me.
3None will be shamedwhowait for you,

but shamewill fall upon wanton traitors.
4Makeme, O LORD, to know your ways:

teachme your paths.
5 In your faithfulness guideme and teachme,

for you aremy God andmy saviour.
6Remember your pity, O LORD, and your kindness,

for they have been ever of old.
7Do not remember the sins of my youth;

rememberme in kindness,
because of your goodness, LORD.

8Good is the LORD and upright,
so he teaches sinners the way.

9The humble he guides in the right,
he teaches the humble his way.

10All his ways are loving and loyal
to those who observe his charges and covenant.

11Be true to your name LORD,
forgive mymany sins.

12Who then is the person who fears the LORD?
He will teach them the way to choose.

13They will live in prosperity,
their children will inherit the land.

14The LORD gives guidance to those who fear him,
and with his covenant hemakes them acquainted.

15My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for out of the net he brings my foot.

16Turn tomewith your favour,
for I am lonely and crushed

17 In my heart are strain and storm;
bringme out of my distresses.

18Look onmymisery and trouble,
and pardon all my sins,

19 look onmy foes oh, so many!
And their cruel hatred towards me.

20Deliver me, keepme, and shame not
one who takes refuge in you.

21May integrity and innocence preserveme,
for I wait for you, O LORD.

22Redeem Israel, O God,
from all its distresses.

26
Psalm 26 – Prayer of a DevoutWorshipper

A psalm of David.
1Defendme, O LORD, for mywalk has been blameless;

in the LORD have I trusted unswervingly:
2Examineme, LORD, and test me;

test my heart andmymind.
3For your love is before my eyes,

and your faithfulness governs myway.

4 I never sat downwith the worthless,
nor companied with dissemblers.

5 I hate the assembly of knaves,
I would never sit downwith the wicked;

6but, with hands washed in innocence,
I wouldmarch round your altar, O LORD,
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7 singing loud songs of thanks,
and telling of all your wonders.

8O LORD, I love your house,
the place where your glory lives.

9Do not gather me upwith sinners;
slay me not with people of blood,

10whose hands are stained with villainy,
and whose right hand is filled with bribes.

11But mywalk is blameless!
O redeemme, be gracious to me.

12My foot stands on even ground,
in the choirs I will bless the LORD.

27
Psalm 27 – If God is forMe

A psalm of David.
1The LORD is my light andmy saviour;

whom then should I fear?
The LORD protects my life;

whom then should I dread?

2When the wicked drew near to assail me
and eat upmy flesh,

it was those who distressed and opposedme
who stumbled and fell.

3Though against me a host should encamp,
yet my heart would be fearless:

though battle should rise up against me,
still would I be trustful.

4One thing have I asked of the LORD,
and that do I long for –

To live in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,

to gaze on the grace of the LORD
and inquire in his temple.

5For he will hideme in his shelter
in the day of misfortune.

In his sheltering tent he hides me:
he lifts me up on a rock.

6And now that my head he has lifted
abovemy encircling foes,
I will march round the altar and sacrifice,

shouting with joy, in his tent,
makingmusic and song to the LORD.
The Serenity of Faith

7Hear, O LORD, my loud cry,
and graciously answerme.

8My heart has said to you,
‘Your face, O LORD, I seek.’

9Hide not your face fromme,
reject not your servant in anger:
for you have beenmy help.

Abandonme not, nor forsakeme,
O God of my help:

10 for father andmother have left me;
but the LORD will takeme up.
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11Teachme your way, O LORD:
leadme in an even path,
because of my enemies.

12Giveme not up, O LORD,
unto the rage of my foes;

for against me have risen false witnesses,
breathing out cruelty.

13Firm is the faith I cherish,
that I, in the land of the living,
will yet see the goodness of God.

14Let your heart be courageous and strong,
and wait on the LORD.

28
Psalm 28 –AnAnswered Prayer for Help

Of David.
1Unto you, O LORD, do I cry;

my rock, be not deaf to me:
lest, through holding your peace, I become

like those who go down to the pit.
2Hearmy loud entreaty,

as I cry for help to you,
lifting my hands, O LORD,

towards your holy chancel.

3Takeme not offwith the wicked,
nor with the workers of wrong,

whose speech to their neighbours is friendly,
while evil is in their heart.

4Give them as they have done,
as their wicked deeds deserve.

As their hands have wrought, so give to them:
requite to them their deserts.

5They are blind to all that the LORD does,
to all that his hands have wrought;

and so he will tear them down,
to build them up nomore.

6Blest be the LORD, who has heard
my voice as I plead for mercy.

7The LORD is my strength andmy shield;
my heart trusts in him.

I was helped: so my heart is exultant,
and inmy song I will praise him.

8The LORD is the strength of his people,
the fortress who saves his anointed.

9O save your people,
and bless your inheritance.

Be their shepherd
and carry them forever.

29
Psalm 29 – The Lord’s Glory in the Storm

A psalm of David.
1Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings,

ascribe to the LORD glory and power
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory hemanifests:

bow to the LORD in holy array.

3The LORD’s voice peals on the waters.
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The God of glory has thundered.
He peals o’er themighty waters.

4The LORD’s voice sounds with strength,
the LORD’s voice sounds withmajesty.

5The LORD’s voice breaks the cedars,
he breaks the cedars of Lebanon,

6making Lebanon dance like a calf,
Sirion like a young wild ox.

7The LORD’s voice hews out flames of fire.
8The LORD’s voice rends the desert,

he rends the desert of Kadesh.

9The LORD’s voice whirls the oaks,
and strips the forests bare;
and all in his temple say ‘Glory.’

10The LORD was king at the flood,
the LORD sits throned forever.

11The LORD gives strength to his people,
he blesses his people with peace.

30
Psalm 30 –A Song of Thanksgiving for Deliverance

A psalm of David. A song for the dedication of the Temple.
1 I will extol you, O LORD,

because you have liftedme up,
and not sufferedmy foes to rejoice over me.

2 I cried to you for help,
O LORDmy God, and you healedme.

3You have brought me up, LORD, from Sheol,
frommyway to the pit back to life you have calledme.

4 Sing praise to the LORD, faithful people;
give thanks to his holy name.

5For his anger lasts only amoment,
his favour endures for a lifetime.

Weepingmay lodge for the night,
but themorning brings shouts of joy.

6When all went well, I imagined
that never should I be shaken.

7For by your favour, O LORD,
you had set me onmountains strong:

but you hide your face,
and I was confounded.

8Then to you, LORD, I cried,
to the LORD I begged for mercy,

9 ‘What profit is there inmy blood,
if I go down to the pit?

Can you be praised by dust?
Can it tell of your faithfulness?

10Hear, LORD, and showme your favour,
LORD be a helper to me.’

11You have turnedmymourning to dancing;
my sackcloth you have unloosed,
and clothedmewith joy:

12 that unceasingly I should sing your praise,
and give thanks to you, LORDmy God, forever.
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31
Psalm 31 –A Prayer for Deliverance from Troubles

For the leader. A psalm of David.
1 In you, O LORD, I take refuge;

let me never be put to shame.
Rescueme in your faithfulness;

2 incline to me your ear.
Deliver me speedily.

Be to me a rock of defence,
a fortified house, to saveme.

3Formy rock andmy fortress are you;
leadme and guideme so your namewill be honoured.

4Drawme out of the net they have hid for me,
for you yourself are my refuge.

5 Into your hand I commendmy spirit:
you ransomme, LORD, faithful God.

6 I hate those devoted to worthless idols;
I trust in the LORD.

7 I will rejoice and be glad in your love,
because you have looked onmymisery,
and cared for me inmy distress.

8You have not givenme into the enemy’s hand,
you have set my feet in a spacious place.

9Be gracious to me, LORD, for I am distressed;
my eye is wasted awaywith sorrow.

10Formy life is consumedwith grief,
andmy years with sighing.

My strength is broken withmisery,
my bones waste away.

11The scorn of all my foes,
the butt of my neighbours am I,
a terror to my acquaintance.

At the sight of me in the street
people turn quickly away.

12 I am clean forgotten like the dead,
am become like a ruined vessel.

13 I hear the whispers of many –
terror on every side –

scheming together against me,
plotting to takemy life.

14But my trust is in you, LORD.
‘You aremy God,’ I say;

15my times are in your hand, saveme
from the hand of the foes who pursueme.

16Make your face to shine on your servant,
saveme in your love.

17Put me not, O LORD, to shame,
for I have called upon you.

Let the wicked be put to shame
silent in Sheol.

18 Strike the false lips dumb,
that speak proudly against the righteous
with haughtiness and contempt.

19How great is the goodness
you have treasured for those who fear you,

and wrought for those who take refuge in you,
in plain sight of all!

20 In your sheltering wings you hide them
from plottings of people,
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you keep them safe in a bower
from the chiding of tongues.

21Blest be the LORD
for the wonderful love he has shownme
in time of distress.

22For I had said in panic,
‘I am driven clean out of your sight.’

But you heardmy plea,
when I cried to you for help.

23Love the LORD, all you faithful;
the LORD protects the loyal,

but repays the haughty in full.
24Let your hearts be courageous and strong,

all you whowait on the LORD.

32
Psalm 32 –A Prayer of Confession and Joy

Of David. Amaskil.
1Happy those whose transgression is pardoned,

whose sin is covered.
2Happy are those, free from falseness of spirit,

to whom the LORD reckons no debt of guilt.
3When I held my peace, my bones wore away

withmy endless groaning;
4 for day and night did your hand

lie heavy uponme.
The sap of my life was dried up

as with fierce summer-heat.
Selah

5 I began to acknowledgemy sin,
not concealingmy guilt;

and themoment I vowed to confess
to the LORDmy transgression,

then you yourself did pardon
the guilt of my sin.

Selah
6For this cause let all who are faithful

pray to you in the time of distress;
then, when the great waters rush,

they will not reach to him.
7For you aremy shelter,

you protect me from trouble,
and surroundmewith deliverance.

Selah
8 ‘Withmy eye steadfastly upon you,

I will instruct and teach you
The way you should go.

9Do not be like the horse or themule,
that have no understanding,

but need bridle and halter to curb them,
else they will not come near to you.’

10The godless havemany sorrows,
but those who trust in the LORD
will be compassed about by his kindness.

11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, you righteous;
and ring out your joy, all you upright in heart.
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33
Psalm 33 –AHymn of Thanksgiving

1 Shout for joy in the LORD, you righteous:
praise for the upright is seemly.

2Give thanks to the LORD on the lyre,
play to him on a ten-stringed harp.

3 Sing to him a new song,
play skilfully and shout merrily.

4For the LORD is straight in his promise;
and all that he does is in faithfulness.

5 Justice and right he loves;
the earth is full of his kindness.

6By his word the heavens weremade,
all their host by the breath of his mouth.

7He gathers the sea in a bottle,
the ocean he puts into store-houses.

8Let the whole world honour the LORD,
let all who live on earth be in awe.

9For at his word it came into being,
at his command it stood forth.

10The LORD frustrates the designs of the nations,
what the peoples have purposed, he brings to nought,

11but the LORD’s own design will stand forever,
and what his heart has purposed, through all generations.

12Happy the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people he chose for himself as his own.

13The LORD looks down from heaven,
he sees all of humanity;

14 fromwhere he rules he gazes
on all who inhabit the earth.

15He fashions the hearts of them all,
and gives heed to all that they do.

16 It is not by great armies that kings are victorious,
it is not by great strength that a warrior saves himself;

17 false hope is the war-horse to usher in victory,
for all its great might it can provide no escape.

18 See! The eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his kindness;

19 to deliver their life from death,
and to keep them alive in famine.

20Wewait for the LORD:
he is our help and our shield.

21For in him our heart is glad,
we trust in his holy name.

22Let your kindness, O LORD, be upon us,
as is our hope in you.

34
Psalm 34 – The Lord isMindful of His Own

Of David, when he feigned madness in the presence of Abimelech, who drove him away,
and he left.
1 I will bless the LORD at all times,

in mymouth will his praise be forever.
2 In the LORD will my heart make her boast,

the humble will hear and be glad.
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3Omagnify the LORD withme
and let us extol his name together.

4 I sought the LORD, and, in answer,
he savedme from all my terrors.

5Look to him and youwill be radiant,
with faces unashamed.

6Here is one whowas crushed,
but cried and was heard by the LORD,
and brought safe out of every trouble.

7The LORD’s angel encamps
about those who fear him, and rescues them.

8O taste and see that the LORD is good,
happy those who take refuge in him.

9Fear the LORD, all his people,
for they who fear him lack nothing.

10Even young lions may be poor and hungry,
but those who seek the LORD
will not lack any good thing.

11Come, children, listen to me.
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12Which of you is desirous of life,
loves many and happy days?

13Then guard your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking deceit.

14Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it.

15The eyes of the LORD are towards the righteous,
his ears are towards their cry for help.

16The LORD sets his face against those who do evil,
to root their memory out of the earth.

17When righteous cry, they are heard by the LORD,
and he saves them from all their distresses.

18The LORD is near to the broken-hearted,
he helps those whose spirit is crushed.

19Manymisfortunes befall the righteous,
but the LORD delivers them out of them all.

20He guards all their bones,
none are broken.

21Misfortune will slay the ungodly;
those who hate the righteous are doomed.

22The LORD ransoms the life of his servants,
and none will be doomedwho takes refuge in him.

35
Psalm 35 –A Prayer for Deliverance fromMalicious Foes

Of David.
1Contend, LORD, with those who contend withme,

do battle with those who do battle withme.
2Grasp shield and buckler,

and rise up as my help.
3Draw spear and battle-axe,

confront those who pursueme.
Assureme that you will help me.

4Dishonour and shame be on those
who are seekingmy life!

Defeat and confusion on those
who are planningmy hurt!

5As chaff before windmay they be,
with the LORD’s angel pursuing them.

6 Slippery and dark be their way,
with his angel thrusting them on.
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7For they wantonly hid their net for me,
and dug a pit to destroyme.

8Upon themmay ruin come unawares;
may the net which they hid catch themselves,

and into the pit may they fall.
9Then I will exult in the LORD,

and be joyful because of his help;
10and all my being will say,

‘Who, O LORD, is like you,
who save the helpless from those too strong for them,

the poor and the helpless from those who despoil them?’

11Violent witnesses rise,
and ask of me things that I know not.

12Evil for good they requite me,
leavingme inwardly comfortless.

13But when theywere sick, I put on sackcloth,
and chastenedmyself with fasting.

I prayed with head bowed low,
14as if for my friend ormy brother.

I went about bowed and inmourning,
as one who laments his mother.

15When I stumbled, they gleefully gathered,
strangers gathered aroundme,
and tore at mewithout ceasing,

16 impiously mocking andmocking,
bearing their teeth at me.

17How long, LORD, will you look on?
Rescueme from their roaring,
my precious life from the lions.

18 I will then give you thanks in the great congregation,
and praise you before many people.

19 Suffer not those to rejoice over me
who are falsely my foes,

suffer not those whowithout cause abhorme
to wink with the eye.

20For it is not peace that they speak
of those who are quiet in the land;

but treacherous charges they plot.
21With wide openmouths they shout,

‘Hurrah! Hurrah!
With our own eyes we saw it.’

22But you have seen, too, O LORD,
keep not silence, O LORD,
be not far fromme.

23Bestir you, awake, for my right
my God, my LORD, for my cause.

24You are just, LORD: win for me justice,
let them not rejoice over me,

25 inwardly saying, ‘Hurrah!
The desire of our hearts at last!
Nowwe have swallowed him up.’

26 Shame and confusion together
on those who rejoice at my hurt!

Clothed with shame and dishonour
be those who are haughty to me!
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27Let such as delight in my cause
ring out their gladness,

and say evermore,
‘Great is the LORD whose delight

is the well-being of his servant.’
28Thenmy tongue will tell of your justice,

and all the day long of your praise.

36
Psalm 36 – The Triumphant Power of God’s Love

For the leader. Of the servant of the LORD, of David.
1 Sin whispers within the heart of the wicked,

who have no dread of God before their eyes.
2 It flatters them in their eyes

that their sin will not be found out.

3First, their speech becomes wicked and false,
they give up acting wisely and well.

4Then they plot deliberate wrong,
take their stand on the wicked way,
without the least shrinking from evil.

5Your love, O LORD, touches the heavens,
your faithfulness reaches the clouds.

6Your justice is like the great mountains,
your judgments are like the broad sea.
LORD, you save people and animals.

7How precious your love, O God!
All may seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.

8They feast on the fat of your house,
they drink of your brook of delights.

9For with you is the fountain of life,
in the light that is yours we see light.

10O continue your grace to the faithful,
your love to the upright in heart.

11Let no arrogant foot tread uponme,
no wicked hand drive me to exile.

12There the workers of wrong lie prostrate,
thrust down to rise up nomore.

37
Psalm 37 – Trust in the Lord and Do Good

Of David.
1Be not kindled to wrath at the wicked,

nor envious of those whowork wrong;
2 for, like grass, they will speedily wither,

and fade like the green of young grass.

3Trust in the LORD, and do good;
remain in the land, and deal faithfully:

4 then the LORD will be your delight,
he will grant you your heart’s petitions.

5Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act,

6making clear as the light your right,
and your just cause clear as the noon-day.

7 In silence and patience wait on the LORD.
Be not kindled to anger at those who prosper.
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At those who execute evil devices.

8Desist from anger, abandonwrath:
be not kindled to anger it leads but to evil:

9 for evildoers will be cut off,
but the land will be theirs, who wait on the LORD.

10Yet but a little, and the wicked vanish:
look at their place: they are there nomore.

11But the humble will have the land,
and the rapture of peace in abundance.

12The wicked plots against the righteous,
snarls like a wild animal;

13 the LORD laughs,
for he sees that his day is coming.

14The wicked have drawn the sword, and bent the bow,
to fell the poor, to slay those whowalk uprightly;

15but their sword will pierce their own heart,
and their bows will be broken in pieces.

16Better is the righteous person’s little
than the wealth of manywicked.

17For the arms of the wicked will be broken,
but the LORD upholds the righteous.

18The LORD watches over the days of the blameless,
their heritage will continue forever.

19They will not be shamed in the evil time,
in the days of famine they will be satisfied.

20Because the wicked will perish:
but the foes of the LORD, like a brand in the oven,

will vanish, like smoke they will vanish.

21The wickedmust borrow and cannot pay back,
but the righteous is lavish and gives.

22For those blest by the LORD inherit the land,
while those whom he curses will be cut off.

23The LORD supports the steps
of those with whom he is pleased.

24Though they fall, they will not be cast headlong,
for the LORD holds their hands.

25Never, from youth to age,
have I seen the righteous forsaken,
or their children begging bread.

26They are ever lavishly lending,
and their children are fountains of blessing.

27Turn away from evil and do good
and youwill live in the land forever.

28For the LORD loves justice,
he does not forsake his friends.

The unrighteous will be destroyed forever,
and the seed of the wicked will be cut off.

29But the land will belong to the righteous,
they will live upon it forever,

30Themouth of the righteous murmurs wisdom,
and words of justice are on their tongues.
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31The law of their God is in their heart,
their steps are never unsteady.

32The wicked watches the righteous,
and seeks to put them to death.

33But the LORD leaves them not in their hand:
at their trial they will not be held guilty.

34Wait on the LORD, and observe his way:
he will lift you to honour the land will be yours,
you will feast your eyes on the doom of the wicked.

35 I have seen the wicked exultant,
lifting themselves like a cedar of Lebanon.

36But themoment I passed, they vanished!
I sought for them, but they could not be found.

37Preserve your honour and practise uprightness,
for such a person fares well in the end.

38But transgressors will perish together.
Cut off are the wicked forever.

39The righteous are saved by the LORD,
who in time of distress is their refuge:

40 the LORD helps and rescue them,
from the wicked he rescues and saves them,
because they take refuge in him.

38
Psalm 38 –A Confession and Prayer for Deliverance

A Psalm of David. A lament.
1Reproveme not, LORD, in your anger,

and chastenme not in your wrath;
2 for your arrows have sunk into me,

and your hand lies heavy uponme.

3 In my flesh is no soundness
because of your anger,

no health inmy bones,
because of my sin.

4For that my guilt
is gone over my head:

it weighs like a burden
too heavy for me.

5Mywounds stink and fester,
for my foolishness I am tormented.

6Bent and bowed am I utterly,
all the day going inmourning.

7My loins are filled with burning,
and inmy flesh is no soundness.

8 I am utterly crushed and numb;
I cry louder than lion roars.

9LORD, you know all that I long for,
my groans are not hidden from you.

10My heart is throbbing,
my strength has failedme.

The light of my eyes –
even it is gone fromme.

11My dear ones and friends keep aloof,
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andmy neighbours stand afar off.
12They who aim at my life lay their snares,

they who seekmy hurt speak of ruin,
nursing treachery all the day long.

13But I turn a deaf ear and hear not;
like the dumb I open not mymouth.

14 I am like one without hearing,
with no arguments in mymouth.

15Formy hope, O LORD, is in you.
You will answer, O LORDmy God,

16when I utter the hope that those
whomade scorn of my tottering feet
may not rejoice over me.

17For I am ready to fall,
my pain forsakes me never.

18 I acknowledgemy guilt,
I am anxious because of my sin:

19Mywanton assailants are strong,
those whowrongfully hate me aremany,

20who render me evil for good,
and opposeme, because I make goodmy goal.

21Do not forsakeme, O LORD;
my God, be not far fromme.

22Hasten to helpme,
O LORDmy saviour.

39
Psalm 39 – The Pathos of Life

For the leader; for Jeduthun. A psalm of David.
1 I vowed to watchmywords,

and sin not withmy tongue,
but to put onmymouth amuzzle,

while the wicked were inmy presence.
2 I was silent and dumb,

speechless:
but my pain was stirred up.

3My heart grew hot withinme;
as I mused, the fire was kindled,
till at last the words came tomy tongue.

4 ‘Teachme, O LORD, my end,
and the sum of my days what it is.
Let me know how transient I am.

5 See! My days you havemade but a span,
andmy life is as nothing before you.

It is but as a breath that everyone stands:
Selah

6 it is but in mere semblance wewalk to and fro,
and all our noise is for nothing.

We heap up, and know not whowill gather.’
7And now, what wait I for, LORD?

My hope is in you.
8From all my transgressions deliver me;

makeme not the scorn of the fool.
9 I am dumb, never openingmymouth,

for this is your own doing.
10Remove your stroke from offme:
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by themight of your hand I am spent.
11When you rebuke someone to punish their sins,

you consume, like amoth, what they treasures.
Everyone is only a breath.

Selah

12Hearmy prayer, O LORD;
attend to my cry for help.
Hold not your peace at my tears.

For I am but a guest of yours,
a stranger visiting, like all my ancestors.

13Look away fromme, let me smile again,
before I die and am gone.

40
Psalm 40 – Thanksgiving and Petition

For the leader. A psalm of David.
1For the LORD I waited andwaited,

till, inclining to me,
he heardmy cry.

2From the horrible pit he drewme,
up out of themiry clay;

he set my feet on a rock,
andmy steps hemade firm.

3He put a new song inmymouth,
of praise to our God.

Many see it, and, filled with awe,
put their trust in the LORD.

4Happy the person who has put
in the LORD their trust,

not looking to false gods
or turning to idols.

5With us you have wrought in richmeasure,
O LORD our God,

yourmarvels and purposes for us –
nonemay compare with you –

were I to declare or to tell them,
past counting are they.

6 In offerings bloody or bloodless
you have no delight,

but with open ears you havemademe.
Burnt-offering and offering for sin

are not what you ask.
7Then said I, ‘Here I am,

as the roll of the book has enjoined.
8My delight, O God, is to do your will,

and your law is withinmy heart.’
9Well, O LORD, you know

that, with lips unrestrained,
your righteousness I told

in the great congregation,
10not hiding it in my heart.

I have told of your steadfast help,
from the great congregation I hid not

your love and your faithfulness.
11 So do not restrain, LORD,

your pity from us.
Your love and your faithfulness – ever

may they be our shield.
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12For evils that cannot be numbered
have compassedme round.

My transgressions have followedme up –
I can bear it nomore.

They aremore than the hairs of my head,
andmy heart has forsakenme.

13O LORD, be pleased to deliver me,
haste to my help, O LORD.

14May those who are seekingmy life
be ashamed and confounded together;

may those who delight in my hurt
be defeated and brought to dishonour.

15May those who hurrah over me
be dumbfounded because of their shame.

16But may all who seek after you
rejoice and be glad in you.

May all those eager for your aid,
say, ‘Great is the LORD’ evermore.

17 I amweak and needy,
yet the LORD cares for me.

You aremy help and deliverer;
don’t delay, my God.

41
Psalm 41 –A Prayer for Healing and Vindication

For the leader; for Jeduthun. A psalm of David.
1Happy are those who consider the weak;

in the day of misfortune the LORD will deliver them.
2Hewill keep them safe, happy, and long in the land,

and not give them up to the rage of their foes.
3The LORD will sustain them on bed of languishing;

tending their sickness, as long as they lie.

4For this cause I say, ‘LORD, showme your favour;
heal me, because I have sinned against you.’

5My enemies speak of me nothing but evil,
‘Whenwill he die, and his name pass away?’

6When one comes to see me, their words ring hollow;
their heart keeps gatheringmischief the while;
and when they go out, they give it speech.

7 In secret they whisper together against me,
all those who hate me plot evil against me.

8 ‘Some fatal disease has fastened upon him;
and now that he lies, he will rise up nomore.’

9Mymost trusted friend, on whom I relied,
who ate of my bread, has turned against me.

10But do you, LORD, graciously raise me up,
that I may pay them their due reward.

11By this will I know you delight in me:
if my foes may not shout over me in triumph.

12Formy innocence you upholdme,
and set me forever before your face.

13Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting,
Amen and Amen.

Book Two
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42
Psalm 42 – Yearning for God

For the leader. Amaskil of the Korahites.
1Like the hart which longs

for brooks of water,
I long

for you, God.

2 I thirst for God,
for my living God.

When shall I enter in,
and see the face of God?

3My tears have beenmy food
by day and by night;

for they say to me all the day long,
‘Where is your God?’

4My heart floods with sorrow,
as I call to mind:

how I used to pass on with the throng,
at their head, to the house of God,

with glad shouts and giving of thanks,
in the throng who kept festival.

5Why am I downcast?
Why this moaning withinme?

Hope in God;
for yet will I praise him,
my help, my God.

6 I am sunk inmymisery;
I will therefore call you to mind

from the land of Jordan and Hermon,
themountainMizar.

7Flood is calling to flood
at the noise of your cataracts;

all your waves and your breakers
have passed over me.

8 In the day I cry to the LORD
to summon his kindness;

and the song that I sing in the night
is a prayer to the living God.

9 I say to Godmy rock,
‘Why have you forgottenme?

Whymust I walk so sadly,
so hard pressed by the foe?’

10 It pierces me to the heart
to hear the enemy’s taunts,

as all the day long they say to me,
‘Where is your God?’

11Why am I downcast?
Why this moaning withinme?

Hope in God;
for yet will I praise him,
my help, my God.

43
Psalm 43 – Plea for Help

1Right me, defendmy cause
against a pitiless people.
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From the crafty and crooked,
O God, deliver me.

2For you are Godmy protector:
why have you cast me off?

Whymust I walk so sadly,
so hard pressed by the foe?

3 Send forth your light and your truth,
let them bemy guides:

to your holy hill let them bringme,
to the place where you live.

4Thenwill I go to God’s altar,
to Godmy rejoicing;

and with joy on the lyre I will praise you,
O God, my God.

5Why am I downcast?
Why this moaning withinme?

Hope in God;
for yet will I praise him,
my help, my God.

44
Psalm 44 –A Lament in Defeat

For the leader. Of the Korahites. Amaskil.
1O God, we have heard with our ears,

all our ancestors have told us
of the work that you wrought in their day,

your wonders in days of old,
2uprooting and crushing the nations,

then planting and settling them.
For it wasn’t their own sword that won them the land,

3 it was not their own arm that brought them the victory.
Yours was the hand and the arm,

yours was the face that shone on themwith favour.
4 It was you, my king andmy God,

that ordained the victories of Jacob.
5Through youwe can thrust back our foes,

and by your name tread down our assailants:
6 for not in my bow do I trust,

nor canmy sword winme the victory.
7Our victory comes from you,

and confusion to those who hate us.
8 In God we boast all the day long,

and your namewill we praise forever.
Selah

9Yet you have spurned and disgraced us,
in not going forth with our armies,

10and inmaking us flee from the foe,
so that those who hated us plundered us.

11You have let us be eaten like sheep,
you have scattered us over the world,

12 sold your people for a pittance,
and getting no gain from their price.

13You havemade us the butt of our neighbours,
the derision and scorn of all round us.

14O’er the world you havemade us a byword,
the nations at us shake their heads.

15My disgrace is forever before me,
my face is covered with shame,

16at the words of blasphemer and scoffer,
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at the sight of the foe and the vengeful.

17All this has come upon us,
yet we have not forgotten you
nor falsely dealt with your covenant.

18Our heart has not turned back,
nor our steps declined from your way,

19 that you thus should have crushed us down,
and covered us over with gloom,
in the place where the jackals roam.

20Hadwe forgotten the name of our God,
or stretched out our hands to a god that was strange,

21would God not have searched this out?
For he knows the heart and its secrets.

22But in your cause it is we are killed all the day,
and counted as sheep for the slaughter.

23Rouse yourself, why do you sleep Lord?
Awake, cast us not off forever.

24Why do you hide your face,
forgetting our stress and ourmisery?

25For we have sunk down to the dust,
our bodies cling to the ground.

26Arise, come to our help:
for your love’s sake, ransom us.

45
Psalm 45 – Song for theMarriage of a King

For the leader; on shoshannim. Of the Korahites. Amaskil. A love song.
1My heart is astir with beautiful words:

I will sing a song, concerning the king,
with tongue like the pen of a ready writer.

2Your beauty is more thanmortal,
grace is shed over your lips:

therefore God has blessed you forever.
3Warrior, strap your sword on your thigh.

What glory and splendour!
4Good fortune attend you, as forth you ride

in the cause of good faith, and as champion of justice.
May your arm instruct you in deeds of dread.

5 Sharp are your arrows; nations fall under you:
pierced to the heart are the foes of the king.

6Your throne shall endure for ever and ever
your royal sceptre a sceptre of equity.

7Right you love and wrong you hate:
therefore the LORD your God anoints you
With oil of gladness above your fellows.

8Withmyrrh, aloes, and cassia your robes are all fragrant,
you are gladdened bymusic of ivory harps.

9King’s daughters stand ready with jewels for you,
at your right hand the queen in gold of Ophir.

10Listen, daughter, and see; and incline your ear:
forget your folk and your father’s house.

11Andwhen the king desires your beauty,
bow to him, for he is your lord.

12 So shall the Tyrians comewith gifts,
and the richest of people will do you homage.
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13The king’s daughter is glorious altogether,
with dress of pearls inwrought with gold.

14 In many-coloured robes she is led to the king,
with the virgin companions she brought in her train.
15The king’s palace they enter with joy and rejoicing.

16May sons of yours take the place of your fathers,
whom youwill make princes in all the land.

17Your namewill I celebrate world without end,
so that nations shall praise you for ever and ever.

46
Psalm 46 –Our God is aMighty Fortress

For the leader. Of the Korahites, on alamoth. A song.
1God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
2 So we have no fear, though earth should change,

and the hills totter into the heart of the ocean.
3Let its waters roar and foam,

let the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.
On our side is the LORD of hosts,

our sure defence is the God of Jacob.
Selah

4A river there is, whose streamsmake glad
God’s city, the home theMost High has hallowed.

5God is within her: she cannot be shaken.
God helps her at the turn of themorning.

6Nations roared, kingdoms tottered:
he uttered his voice, earthmelted away.

7On our side is the LORD of hosts,
our sure defence is the God of Jacob.

8Come and see what the LORD has done,
working appallingly in the earth.

9He stills wars to the ends of the earth –
breaking the bow, snapping the spear,
burning the chariots in the fire.

10 ‘Refrain; and know surely that I am God,
high over the nations, high over the world.’

11On our side is the LORD of Hosts,
our sure defence is the God of Jacob.

Selah

47
Psalm 47 – The Lord’s Universal Sovereignty

For the leader. Of the Korahites. A psalm.
1Clap your hands, all you peoples:

shout to God in ringing cries.
2For the LORD is most high and dread,

a great king over all the earth.

3He subdues the peoples under us,
the nations under our feet;

4he chooses our heritage for us,
the glory of Jacob whom he loves.

Selah

5God is gone upwith a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

6 Sing praise to our God, sing praises:
sing praise to our king, sing praises.
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7For king of all earth is he:
praise God in a skilful song.

8God is king over all the nations,
God sits on his holy throne.

9Princes of nations gather
with the people of Abraham’s God:

for the shields of the earth are God’s;
greatly exalted is he.

48
Psalm 48 – TheMarvellous Deliverance of Zion

A song. A psalm of the Korahites.
1Great is the LORD andworthy all praise

in the city of our God.
His holy mountain,
2 that rises so fair,

is the joy of all the world.
Like themount of the gods is Mount Zion,

the city of the great king.
3Once Godmade himself known

as the defence of her palaces.
4For see! A concert of kings

passed over the frontier together.
5But one glance, and they were astounded;

they hastened away in dismay.
6Trembling took hold of them there,

like the pains of a woman in labour.
7They were shattered, as east wind shatters

the giant ships in pieces.
8What we heard, we now have seen

in the city of the LORD of hosts,
the city of our God.

God will uphold her forever.
Selah

9We think, O God, of your love,
in themidst of your temple.

10Your fame, O God, like your name, shall extend
to the ends of the earth.

Victory fills your hand.
11Let mount Zion be glad;

let the daughters of Judah rejoice
because of your judgments.

12Walk about Zion, go round her;
count her towers.

13 Set yourmind on her ramparts,
consider her palaces;

that you tell to the next generation
14That such is God,

our God he it is who shall guide us
for ever and ever.

49
Psalm 49 – The Problem of the Prosperity of theWicked

For the leader. Of the Korahites. A psalm.
1Hear this, you peoples all;

attend, all you who live in the world
2people of low degree and high,

the rich and the poor together.
3Mymouth shall utter wisdom,
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the thoughts of a seeing heart.
4 I incline my ear to a proverb,

on the lyre I will openmy riddle.

5Why should I be afraid in the days of misfortune,
when circled by wicked and cunning foes,

6who put their trust in their wealth,
and boast of their boundless riches?

7For assuredly no one can ransom themselves,
or give to God the price of their life,

8 for the ransom of a life is costly,
no payment is ever enough,

9 to keep them alive for ever and ever,
so as never to see the pit at all.

10But see it they will. Even wise people die,
the fool and the brutish perish alike,
and abandon their wealth to others.

11The grave is their everlasting home,
the place they shall live in for ever and ever,
though after their own names they called whole lands.

12Despite their wealth,
they perish like dumb animals.

13This is the fate of the confident fool,
and the end of those who are pleased with their portion.

Selah
14Like sheep they descend to Sheol

with Death for their shepherd;
down they go straight to the grave,

and their formwastes away in their home below.

15But God will assuredly ransommy life
from the hand of Sheol;
for he will receive me.

Selah
16 So be not afraid when someone grows rich,

when the wealth of their house increases.
17Not a shred of it all can they take when they die,

wealth cannot follow them down.
18Though they count themselves happy, when they are alive,

and win praise frommany for faring so well,
19 theymust join their ancestors,

who see the light nevermore.
20The wealthy are without understanding,

they perish like dumb animals.

50
Psalm 50 – TrueWorship

A psalm of Asaph.
1The LORD God has spoken: He summons the earth

from sunrise to sunset.
2From Zion, perfection of beauty,

God’s glory shines forth.
3Our God comes, he cannot keep silence,
devouring fire is before him,

and furious tempest around him.
4He summons the heavens above

and the earth to judge his people.
5Gather to him his saints

by covenant-sacrifice bound to him;



Psalms 50:6 51 Psalms 51:5

6 that the heavensmay declare his justice,
for a God of justice is he.

Selah

7 ‘Hear, Omy people, and I will speak,
and protest to you, O Israel:
I am the LORD, your God.

8Not for your sacrifices will I reprove you
your burnt-offerings are ever before me

9Not a bullock will I take from your house,
nor male goats out of your folds;

10 for all beasts of the forest are mine,
and the kine on a thousand hills.

11 I know all the birds of the air,
all that moves on the fields is mine.

12Were I hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world and its fulness are mine.

13Am I such as to eat bulls’ flesh,
or drink the blood of goats?

14Offer to God a thank-offering,
pay theMost High your vows.

15 Summonme in the day of distress,
I will rescue you, so will you honourme.’

16But to the wicked God says:
‘What right have you to talk of my statutes,
or takemy covenant into yourmouth

17while you yourself hate correction,
and cast mywords behind you?

18When you see a thief, you runwith them;
with adulterers you keep company.

19You let yourmouth loose for evil,
your tongue contrives deceit.

20You shamefully speak of your kin,
and slander your ownmother’s son.

21And because I kept silence at this,
you did takeme for one like yourself.
But I will convict you and show you plainly.

22 ‘Now youwho forget God, mark this,
lest I rend you, past hope of deliverance.

23Those who bring a thank-offering honourme;
but to those: who followsmyway,
I will show the salvation of God.’

51
Psalm 51 –God beMerciful toMe, the Sinner

For the leader. A psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet come to him after he had been
with Bathsheba.
1 In your kindness, O God, be gracious to me,

in your own great pity blot out my transgressions.
2Washme clean of my guilt,

makeme pure of my sin.

3For well I knowmy transgressions,
my sin is ever before me.

4Against you, only you, have I sinned,
and done that which is wrong in your sight:

you therefore are just when you speak,
and clear when you utter judgment.

5 See! In guilt was I brought to the birth,
and in sin didmymother conceive me.
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6 It’s the innermost truth you desire,
give me therefore true wisdom of heart.

7Purgeme clean with hyssop,
washmewhiter than snow.

8Fill me with joy and gladness,
let the bones you have broken rejoice.

9Hide your face frommy sins,
and blot out my guilt altogether.

10Create me a clean heart, O God,
put a new steadfast spirit withinme.

11Cast me not forth from your presence,
withdraw not your holy spirit.

12Giveme back the joy of your help,
with a willing spirit sustainme.

13 I will teach your ways to transgressors,
and sinners shall turn to you.

14 Saveme from blood, O God,
andmy tongue shall ring out your faithfulness.

15Openmy lips, O LORD,
andmymouth shall declare your praise.

16For in sacrifice you have no pleasure,
in gifts of burnt-offering no delight.

17The sacrifice pleasing to God
is a spirit that is broken;

a heart that is crushed, O God,
you will not despise.

18Do good in your pleasure to Zion,
build the walls of Jerusalem.

19Thenwill you welcome the due forms of sacrifice,
then on your altars shall bullocks be offered.

52
Psalm 52 – The Doom of Arrogance

For the leader. A maskil of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul that David
had gone to Abimelech’s house.
1Why glory inmischief, you hero?

God’s kindness is all the day.
2Engulfing ruin you plot,

your tongue like a razor sharpened,
you practiser of deceit.

3Evil, not good, you love,
and falsehood, not words of truth.

Selah
4But you love all words that devour,

and a tongue that is given to deceit.
5But God, on his part, shall destroy you forever,

grasp you and pluck you out of your tent,
and root you out of the land of the living.

Selah
6 Smitten with awe at the sight,

the righteous shall laugh at you.
7 ‘Look’ (they will say) ‘at the hero

who did not make God his stronghold,
but trusted in his great wealth

and in the strength of his riches.’
8But I am like a fresh olive-tree
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in the house of God.
I trust in the kindness of God

for ever and evermore.
9 I will render you thanks for ever

for what you have done.
I will tell how good you are

in the presence of those who love you.

53
Psalm 53 – The Folly of Denying God

For the leader. Onmahalath. Amaskil of David.
1Fools say in their heart,

‘There is no God.’
Vile, hateful their life is;

not one does good.

2From heaven God looks out
on humans, to see

if any are wise,
and care for God.

3But all have turned bad,
the taint is on all;

not one does good,
no, not one.

4Have they learned their lesson,
those workers of evil?

Who ate upmy people,
eating, devouring,
never calling to the LORD.

5 Sore afraid will they be,
where no fear was;

when God scatters the bones
of the godless people.

They will be put to shame,
when God rejects them.

6 If only help from Zion
would come for Israel!

When God brings his people
a change of fortune,

how glad will be Jacob,
and Israel how joyful!

54
Psalm 54 –A Prayer for Deliverance fromOppression

For the leader. With stringed instruments. Amaskil of David, when the Ziphites came and
said to Saul, “David is in hiding among us”.
1 Saveme, O God, by your name,

by your power secure for me justice.
2Listen, O God, to my prayer,

attend to the words of mymouth.
3For proudmen have risen against me,

and terrible men seekmy life,
menwho do not set God before them.

Selah

4But see! God is my helper,
the LORD is sustainingmy life.

5Let their evil fall back onmy foes:
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cut them off in your faithfulness, LORD.
6Thenwill I bring you glad sacrifice,

praising your gracious name;
7 for from all distress you have savedme,

and feastedmy eyes onmy foes.

55
Psalm 55 – Betrayed by a Friend

For the leader. With stringed instruments. Amaskil of David.
1Listen, God, to my prayer.

Don’t hide yourself frommy pleading.
2Hearme, and answer;

for bitter is my lament.
3 I amwild with the noise of the foe,

with the clamour of the ungodly;
for they hurl disaster uponme,

and attackmewith fury.
4My heart shudders withinme,

terrors of deaths press onme,
5 fear and trembling attackme,

and horror wrapsme round.
6O for the wings of a dove:

I would fly away and rest.
7 I would wander far away,

find refuge in the wilderness.
Selah

8 I would findmyself a shelter
from raging wind and tempest.

9Confuse them, LORD, upset their plans;
for I see violence and strife in the city.

10By day and by night theymake their rounds
on the city walls,

while within is crime and trouble,
11within is ruin.

Her market-place is never free
of deceit and tyranny.
The Treacherous Friend

12The taunts were not those of a foe
that I could have borne;

the disdain was not that of an enemy
I could have shunned them:

13but it was you, my equal,
my dear and familiar friend.

14We used to be so close,
together wewalked in God’s house with the crowd.

15May death suddenly take them,
may they go down to Sheol alive,
for evil lives in their homes and their hearts.

16But I will call on God,
the LORD will saveme.

17Evening andmorning and noon
I lament andmoan.

He will hear my voice;
18 though I am attacked bymany

he will rescueme,
unharmed from the war.

19God, who sits on his ancient throne
will hear and will humble them,

for they never change,
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they never fear God.
Selah

20My friend turned against me,
betrayed his word.

21His mouth was smoother than butter,
but war filled his heart.

His words were softer than oil,
but sharper than swords.

22Cast your burden on the LORD,
and he will sustain you.

He will never let the righteous
be shaken.

23But you, God, will hurl them down
to the deepest pit.

Bloody and treacherous people
will not live out half their days;
but I will trust you.

56
Psalm 56 –A Prayer of Trust in God

For the leader. On jonath elem rehokim. Of David. Amichtam, when the Philistines seized
him in Gath.
1O God, be gracious to me,

for people trample uponme,
all the day righting and pressingme.

2All the day enemies trample me;
many there be
who contend withme bitterly.

3 In the day of my terror
I trust in you.

4 In God I maintainmy cause,
in God I fearlessly trust.
What can flesh do tome?

5They torture me all the day,
they ceaselessly plan to hurt me,

6banded together in secret,
watchingmy every step,
as those who hope for my death.

7Pay them out for their sin, O God,
hurl down the strong in your anger.

8You yourself count mywanderings.
Put in your bottle my tears
are they not in your book?

9Then shall my foes be turned back
in the day that I call.

Of this I am sure,
because God is for me.

10 In God I maintainmy cause,
in the LORD I maintainmy cause.

11 In God I fearlessly trust,
what can people do to me?

12Your vows are uponme, O God,
I will render thank-offerings to you;

13because you have savedme from death,
my feet from stumbling,

to the end that I walk before God
in the light of the living.
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57
Psalm 57 –A Prayer for Protection from Persecution

For the leader. Al tashheth. Amichtam of David, when he fled from Saul into a cave.
1Be gracious, O God, be gracious to me,

for in you I take shelter.
In your sheltering wings I take refuge,

till ruin be over past.
2 I cry to theMost High God,

to the Godwho accomplishes for me.
3Hewill sendme his succour from heaven,

he will thrust away those whowould trample me.
Selah

4 In themidst of lions I lie,
who devour human prey.

Their teeth are spears and arrows,
and their tongue is a sharpened sword.

5Be exalted, God, o’er the heavens,
and your glory o’er all the earth.

6They set a net for my feet,
but in it was their own foot caught.

Before me they dug a pit,
but they fell into it themselves.

Selah
7My heart is steadfast, O God,

my heart is steadfast.
I would sing, I wouldmakemusic;

8awake, my soul.
Awake, harp and lyre;

I would wake the dawn.
9 I would praise you among the peoples, O LORD,

andmakemusic among the nations to you;
10 for great to heaven is your love,

and your faithfulness to the clouds.
11Be exalted, God, o’er the heavens,

and your glory o’er all the earth.

58
Psalm 58 –A Prayer for Vengeance on Unjust Judges

For the leader. Al tashheth. Of David. Amichtam.
1Do you speak what is right, you gods?

With equity judge you your people?
2 In the land you practise iniquity – all of you;

violence do you dispense with your hands.
3The wicked go astray from the womb

liars take the wrong path from their birth.
4Venom have they like the venom of snakes,

they are like the deaf adder that stops her ears,
5and refuses to listen to the voice of the charmer,

or binder of spells, nomatter how cunning.
6O God, break to pieces the teeth in their mouth,

tear out the great teeth of the young lions, LORD.
7May theymelt away like running water!

Like tender grass, cut downmay they be!
8Like the snail that dissolves on its crawling path,

like the birth untimely which sees not the sunlight.
9Faster than a thorn-fire heats your pots,

he will comewith his tempest and sweep them away.
10The sight of such vengeance will gladden the righteous;

their feet they will wash in the blood of the wicked.
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11People will say, ‘Yes, the just are rewarded:
yes, on the earth is a God who is Judge.’

59
Psalm 59 –A Prayer for Safety

For the leader. Al tashheth. Of David. A michtam, when Saul sent men to watch his house
in order to kill him.
1 Saveme, O God, frommy enemies;

secureme frommy assailants.
2 Saveme from those who do wrong,

saveme from the bloodthirsty.
3For see! They lay ambush for me,

strongmen are banded against me
not for sin or transgression of mine,

for no guilt of mine, O LORD,
4 they run andmake ready. Awake!

Come forth to meet me, and see!
5You, O LORD of hosts,

God of Israel, awake!
And punish the proud, every one;

spare none of the traitors vile.
Selah

6At evening they come,
and, howling like dogs,
make their round in the city.

7Look at their venomousmouths,
tongues like swords,

they think no one
hears them.

8But you, LORD, laugh at them,
youmock all the insolent.

9My strength, I will sing to you,
for God is my sure retreat.

10My Godwith his love will meet me,
and feast my eyes onmy foes.

11 Slay them not, lest my people forget,
let your hosts keep them roaming andwandering.

12 In their sinful speech snare them, O LORD;
andmay they be trapped in their pride,

for the curses and lies that they utter.
13 In your wrathmake a clean end of them,

that people, to the ends of the earth,
may know that God rules in Jacob.

Selah

14At evening they come,
and, howling like dogs,
make their round in the city.

15They roam about for a feast,
and snarl, if they get not their fill.

16But I will sing of yourmight;
I will ring out your love in themorning.

For to me you have been a sure refuge,
a retreat in the day of my trouble.

17My strength, I will sing praise to you,
for God is my sure retreat,
my faithful God.
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60
Psalm 60 –A Prayer after Defeat in Battle

For the leader. On shushan eduth. A michtam of David (for teaching), when he fought
with Aram-naharaim and Aram-zobah, and Joab returned and defeated twelve thousand
Edomites in the Valley of Salt.
1O God, you have spurned and broken us,

routing us in your wrath – restore us!
2You have shaken the land and cleft it;

heal its tottering breaches.
3You havemade your people drink hardship,

and given us wine of reeling.

4You have given those who fear you a banner,
a rallying-place from the bow,

Selah
5 for the rescue of your beloved.

Save by your right hand and answer us.

6God did solemnly swear:
‘As victor will I divide Shechem,
andmete out the valley of Succoth.

7Mine is Gilead, mine is Manasseh,
Ephraim is the defence of my head,
Judahmy sceptre of rule,

8Moab the pot that I wash in,
Edom – I cast my shoe over it,
I shout o’er Philistia in triumph.’

9O to be brought to the fortified city!
O to be led into Edom!

10Have you not spurned us, O God?
You do not march forth with our armies.

11Grant us help from the foe,
for human help is worthless.

12With Godwe shall yet do bravely:
he himself will tread down our foes.

61
Psalm 61 –Our God is a Strong Tower

For the leader. On stringed instruments. Of David.
1Hearmy cry, O God,

be attentive to my prayer.
2From the ends of the earth I call

unto you, whenmy heart is faint:
leadme to the rock

that is high aboveme.
3For you are a refuge to me,

a strong tower in face of the foe.

4O to be guest in your tent forever,
hiding beneath your sheltering wings!

Selah
5For you, O God, do hear my vows,

and grant the desires of those who fear you.
6Addmany days to the life of the king;

may his years endure throughout all generations.
7 In the presence of God be he throned forever;

may kindness and faithfulness watch over him.
8And I will sing praise to your name forever,

payingmy vows day after day.
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62
Psalm 62 –Quietness and Confidence

For the leader. On jeduthun. A psalm of David.
1 I wait alone in silence for God;

From him comesmy help.
2Yes, he is my rock, my help, my retreat,

I shall not be shaken too sorely.
3How long will you, all of you, batter a man,

as onemight a leaning wall?
4From his height

they are planning to topple him.
They take pleasure in falsehood; they bless with their mouth,

but inwardly they curse.
Selah

5 I wait alone in silence for God;
for from him comesmy hope.

6Yes, he is my rock, my help, my retreat,
I shall not be shaken too sorely.

7On God rests my honour and safety,
in God is my strong rock, my refuge.

8Trust in him, all you people assembled,
pour out your heart in his presence;
God is a refuge for us.

Selah

9The lowly are nought but a breath,
the lofty are but an illusion:

in the balances up they go,
they are lighter than breath altogether.

10Trust not in gain of extortion,
set no vain hopes in robbery.

As for wealth, if it bears fruit,
set not your heart upon it.

11One thing God has uttered,
two things there are which I heard

that power belongs to God,
12and to you, too, O LORD, belongs kindness;

for you requite each person
according to what they have done.

63
Psalm 63 –Athirst for God

A psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.
1O God, my God, you, you do I seek:

my heart thirsts for you,
my body faints for you

in a parched andwaterless land.

2As I in the temple have seen you,
beholding your power and your glory,

3 for better than life is your kindness:
my lips shall utter your praise.

4 So, while I live, I will bless you,
and lift upmy hands in your name.

5As withmarrow and fat am I feasted;
with joyful lips I will praise you.

6 I call you to mind onmy bed,
andmuse on you in the night watches;
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7 for you have beenmy help,
I joyfully sing in the shadow of your wings.

8 I cling close after you,
your right hand holds me up.

9But those who seek after my life
shall go down to the depths of the earth,

10 given o’er to the power of the sword,
or as prey for jackals to devour.

11But the king shall rejoice in God:
all who own his allegiance will glory.
For themouth of the false shall be stopped.

64
Psalm 64 –A Prayer for Deliverance fromMalicious Foes

For the leader. A psalm of David.
1Hear, Omy God, the voice of my lament:

guardmy life from the dread of the foe.
2Hideme from villains who secretly plot,

from the blustering throng of the workers of evil,
3who have sharpened their tongue like a sword,

and aimed bitter words like arrows,
4which from ambush they launch at the blameless,

shooting swiftly and unafraid.

5They strengthen their wicked purpose,
they tell of the snares they have hidden,
they say to themselves, ‘Who can see?’

6They think out their crimes full cunningly
hidden deep in their crafty hearts.

7But God with his arrowwill shoot them,
swiftly shall they be smitten.

8For their tongue he will bring them to ruin,
all will shudder with horror at the sight of them.

9Then every person, touched to awe,
as they ponder what God has wrought,
will tell the tale of his deeds.

10 In the LORD shall the righteous rejoice,
in him shall they take refuge;
and all the true-hearted shall glory.

65
Psalm 65 –Hymn for a Thanksgiving Festival

For the leader. A psalm of David. A song.
1 It is seemly to praise you, O God, in Zion,

and to you shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem.
2O youwho hear prayer,

unto you shall all flesh come.
3Our sins are toomighty for us,

our transgressions you only can cover them.
4Happy the person who you choose

to live beside you in your courts.
Omaywe be filled with the joys

of your house, of your holy temple.

5 In dread deeds you loyally answer us,
O God of our salvation,

whom all ends of the earth put their trust in,
and islands far away.
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6By your strength you establish the hills,
you are armedwithmight;

7you still the roaring of seas,
and the turmoil of nations,

8 so that those who live at earth’s bounds
are awed at your signs:

the lands of the sunrise and sunset
youmake to ring with joy.

9You visit and water the earth;
you greatly enrich her

with the river of God, which is full of water.
You prepare the corn thereof,

10watering her furrows,
settling her ridges;

youmake her soft with showers,
and bless what grows thereon.

11You crown the year with your goodness,
your chariot tracks drip with fatness.

12The desert pastures are lush,
the hills greened with joy.

13Themeadows are clothed with flocks,
the valleys are covered with corn;
they shout to each other and sing.

66
Psalm 66 – Thanksgiving for National Deliverance

For the leader. A song. A psalm.
1 Shout to God, all the earth,

2 sing praise to his glorious name,
sing his glorious praise.

3 Say to God, ‘How dread are your works,
so great is yourmight that your enemies cringe to you.

4All the earth does homage to you,
singing praises to you,
singing praise to your name.’

Selah

5Come and see what God has done,
awe-inspiring is he in his works among people.

6He turns the sea into dry land,
and people cross the river on foot.

Let us therefore rejoice in him,
7 the mighty Ruler eternal,

whose eyes keep watch on the nations,
that no rebel lift up his head.

Selah

8O bless our God, you peoples;
sound aloud his praise,

9who keeps us in life,
and keeps our feet from slipping.

10For you, God, have tested us,
have tried us, as silver is tried.

11You did bring us into prison,
and put chains upon us,

12you did let people ride over our head.
Wewent through fire and through water,
but you led us out to a spacious place.

13 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings,
I will pay to youmy vows,



Psalms 66:14 62 Psalms 68:6

14whichmy open lips have uttered,
arid mymouth has declared inmy straits.

15 I will offer you offerings of fatlings,
with the odour of burning rams,
I will sacrifice bullocks with goats.

Selah

16Come and hear my story
all who fear God –
of what he has done for me.

17Formymouth had no sooner invoked him
than his praise was under my tongue.

18Had I cherished sin inmy heart,
the LORD would never have listened.

19But assuredly God has listened,
and attended to my loud prayer.

20Blessed be God, who turned not aside
my prayer, nor withdrew his kindness fromme.

67
Psalm 67 –AHarvest Thanksgiving

For the leader. On stringed instruments. A psalm. A song.
1Bless us, O God, with your favour,

let the light of your face fall upon us;
Selah

2 that the worldmay know your way,
and all nations your power to save.

3Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let the peoples all of them praise you.

4Let the nations ring out their joy;
for you govern the peoples with equity,
and guide the nations on earth.

Selah
5Let the peoples praise you, O God,

let the peoples, all of them, praise you.

6The earth has yielded her increase
by the blessing of God, our God.

7May this blessing of ours win people to him
to all the ends of the earth.

68
Psalm 68 –Victory

For the leader. Of David. A psalm. A song.
1God arises, his enemies scatter:

they who hate him flee before him.
2As smoke before wind is driven,

as waxmelts before fire,
so before God vanish the wicked.

3But the righteous rejoice in God’s presence,
they exult with exceeding joy.

4 Sing to God, makemusic to his name,
his name is the LORD, praise himwho rides on the clouds,

and exult in his presence.
5Father of orphans, defender of widows,

is God in his holy abode.
6God brings home the lonely,

he leads forth the prisoner to comfort,
so that none but the rebel lives cheerless.
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7God, when youwent in front of your people
in yourmarch through the desert,

Selah
8 earth shook, the heavens poured rain

at the presence of God, Sinai’s God
at the presence of God, Israel’s God.
9Rain in abundance, God, you did sprinkle,

restoring the languishing land of your heritage.
10A dwelling therein your people found:

in your goodness, O God, you did care for the poor.
11The LORD spoke the glad tidings of victory,

a great army of women proclaim it:
12 ‘Kings of armies they flee, they flee,

and the housewife divides the spoil:
13dove’s wings covered with silver

and pinions with shimmer of gold,
14 set with stones, like snow upon Zalmon.’

15Amountain of God is themountain of Bashan,
a mountain of peaks is themountain of Bashan.

16You high-peakedmountains, why look you askance
at themountain which God has desired for his home
whereon the LORD will live forever?

17The chariots of God are twice ten thousand:
the LORD came from Sinai, his holy place.

18You didmount the height with trains of your captives,
and gifts that you had received from the people.
The rebels shall live with the LORD God.

19Blest be the LORD who sustains us daily,
the God who is also our saviour.

Selah
20Our God is a God who is saviour.

The ways of escape from death
are known to the LORD God.

21Yes, God will shatter the head of his foes
the rough scalp of those who strut on in their sins.

22The LORD said: ‘I will bring you home from Bashan,
home from the depths of the sea,

23 that your feet youmay bathe in blood,
and your dogs lick their share of the foe.’

24 In the temple appear God’s triumphal processions,
processions in praise of my king andmy God,

25with singers in front, andminstrels behind,
andmaidens with timbrels between them, singing,

26 ‘You of the well-spring of Israel,
bless the LORD God in the dance.’

27There, in front, is Benjamin the little,
the princes of Judah beside them,
the princes of Zebulon, princes of Naphtali.

28God, show your strength,
your godlike might,

as you did in the past,
29 from your temple that crowns Jerusalem.

Kings shall bring tribute to you.
30Rebuke the beast of the reed,

the herd of bulls, with the calves of the peoples.
Trample down the lovers of lies.
Scatter the nations whose joy is in war.

31May they come from Egypt with gifts of oil,
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Ethiopia haste with full hands to God.

32 Sing to God, O you kingdoms of earth,
makemelody to the LORD.

Selah
33Praise himwho rides on the ancient heavens.

See! He utters his voice, his mighty voice.
34Ascribe strength to the God over Israel,

whose strength andmajesty live in the skies.
35Awe-inspiring is God in his holy place,

it is Israel’s God
who gives strength andmight to his people.

Blessed be God.

69
Psalm 69 –A Prayer for Deliverance and Vengeance

For the leader. On shoshannim. Of David.
1 Saveme, O God; for the waters

are threateningmy life.
2 I am sunk in depths of mire,

where ground there is none.
I am come into deep deep waters,

the flood overwhelmsme.
3 I amweary of crying, my throat is parched,

my eyes are wasted with waiting for God.

4More than the hairs of my head
are those whowantonly hate me.

More thanmy bones in number
are those who are falsely my foes.

That which I never robbed,
how am I then to restore?

5O God, you knowmy folly,
my guilt is not hidden from you.

6Throughme let not any be shamed,
whowait for you, LORD God of hosts.

Throughme let not those be confounded
who seek you, O God of Israel.

7 It’s in your cause that I have borne taunts,
andmy face has been covered with shame;

8 I became tomy kindred a foreigner,
to mymother’s sons a stranger.

9 It was zeal for your house that consumedme,
and the insults they hurled at you fell uponme.

10When I chastenedmyself with fasting,
they took occasion to taunt me.

11When I put on a garment of sackcloth,
theymademe the theme of a taunt-song.

12Those who sit in the gate make sport of me
in themusic of drunken songs.

13But I pray to you, LORD,
for a time of favour.

In your great love answerme;
with your loyal help, saveme

14 from sinking down in themire.
Lift me out of the deep deep waters,

15 that the rushing floodmay not drownme,
that the deepmay not swallowme up,
nor the pit close her mouth uponme.

16Answerme, LORD, in your gracious kindness,
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turn to me in your great compassion.
17Hide not your face from your servant,

for I am in trouble; O answerme speedily.
18Draw near to me, redeemme;

because of my enemies, ransomme.

19You know how I am insulted;
in your sight are all my foes.

20 Insult has brokenmy heart,
past cure are my shame and confusion.

For pity I looked – there was none!
And for comforters, but I found none.

21Poison they gaveme for food,
and to slakemy thirst they gave vinegar.

22May their table, outspread, be a trap to them,
and their peace-offerings be a snare.

23May their eyes be darkened and blind,
make them shake without ceasing.

24Pour your indignation upon them,
let your burning wrath overtake them.

25May their camp be a desolation,
in their tents be there none to live.

26For those whom you struck, they persecute,
and those whom youwounded, they pain yet more.

27Charge themwith sin upon sin,
may they not be acquitted by you.

28From the book of life be they blotted,
may their names not be written with the righteous.

29Lift me, O God, by your help
abovemy pain andmisery.

30Thenwill I praise God in song
andmagnify himwith thanksgiving,

31which shall please the LORD better than ox,
or than bullock with horns and hoofs.

32The oppressed shall rejoice at the sight.
You who seek after God, let your heart revive.

33For the LORD listens to the poor,
he does not despise his prisoners.

34Let the heavens and the earth sing his praises,
the seas, and all creatures that move in them.

35For Godwill bring help to Zion,
and build up the cities of Judah,
his people shall live there in possession.

36His servants’ children shall have it for heritage,
and those who love him shall live therein.

70
Psalm 70 –A Cry for Help in Persecution

For the leader. Of David. For commemoration.
1Quickly, God, deliver me,

hasten to help me, LORD.
2May those who are seekingmy life,

be ashamed and confounded.
3May those who delight in my hurt

be defeated and brought to dishonour.
4But may all who seek after you

rejoice and be glad in you.
May all who love your salvation

say, ‘Glory to God,’ evermore.
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5 I amweak and needy:
make haste, God, to me.

You aremy help and deliverer;
LORD, don’t delay.

71
Psalm 71 – Forsakeme not, when I amOld

1 In you, O LORD, I take refuge,
let me never be put to shame.

2 In your faithfulness saveme and rescueme,
bend your ear to me and saveme.

3Be tome a rock of defence,
a fortified house, to saveme;
for my rock andmy fortress are you.

4 Saveme, my God, from the hand of the wicked,
from the grasp of the unjust and cruel.

5For you, LORD, are my hope,
in whom frommy youth I have trusted.

6On you have I leaned frommy birth;
frommymother’s womb it was you who did drawme.
In you is my hope evermore.

7 I have been as a wonder to many,
for you aremy refuge and strength.

8All the day longmymouth
is filled with your praise and your glory.

9Cast me not off in the time of old age;
whenmy strength is spent, forsakeme not.

10Formy foes whisper against me,
they whowatchme take counsel together;

11 ‘God has left him,’ they say: ‘pursue
and seize him, for he is helpless.’

12O God, be not far fromme,
haste, Omy God, to my help.

13Put my foes to shame and dishonour,
with insult and shame be they covered.

14But I will never stop hoping,
andmore and yet more will I praise you.

15All the day long shall mymouth
tell your faithfulness and your salvation,
though I know not how theymay be counted.

16 I will tell of the might of the LORD,
and your faithfulness praise, you alone.

17You have taught me, O God, frommy youth,
and till now have I told of your wonders.

18Even in old age and grey hair,
O God, do not forsakeme.

Still would I tell of yourmight
unto all generations to come.

19Your power and your justice, O God,
extend as far as the heavens:

for great are the things you have done.
Who is like you, O God?

20You have caused us to see troubles many,
but you will revive us again.

From the depths of the earth
you will bringme up again.

21Youwill multiply my greatness,



Psalms 71:22 67 Psalms 72:16

and comfort me again.

22 So with harp I will praise you,
and your faithfulness, Omy God;

andmakemusic to you on the lyre,
O you Holy One of Israel.

23My lips shall ring out their joy,
mymouth shall sing praises to you;
all of me, which you have redeemed.

24Yes, all the day long shall my tongue
utter your righteousness;

for ashamed and confounded are they
whowere seekingmy hurt.

72
Psalm 72 –A Prayer for a Just and Glorious Reign

Of Solomon.
1Give the king, O God, your own spirit of justice

your spirit of right to the son of the king,
2 that with right hemay judge your people,

and your downtrodden ones with justice.

3May themountains bear weal for the people,
and the hills yield fruits of justice.

4The weakmay he help to their rights,
may he save the sons of the needy
and crush the oppressor in pieces.

5May he live as long as the sun,
while themoon shines – for ages and ages.

6May he be like the rain on themeadow,
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his days may justice flourish,
and welfare abound, till the moon be nomore.

8May he reign from ocean to ocean,
from the river to the ends of the earth.

9May his foes bow down before him,
his enemies lick the dust.

10May tribute be rendered by kings
of the isles and of Tarshish;

may gifts be brought by the kings
of Sheba and Seba.

11May all kings fall prostrate before him,
and all nations yield him their service.

12For he saves the poor when he cries,
the helpless and the downtrodden.

13He pities the weak and the poor,
he saves the lives of the poor.

14He redeems them fromwrong and from violence,
for dear is their blood in his sight.

15Longmay he live;
andmay gold of Sheba be given him;

prayer, too, be made for him ceaselessly,
all the day longmaymen bless him.

16May the land have abundance of corn,
to the tops of the hills may it wave.

May the fruit thereof flourish like Lebanon,
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maymen spring from the city like grass of the earth.

17May his name be blessed forever,
may his fame endure as the sun.

May all nations envy his blessedness,
all tribes of the earth call him happy.

18Blest be the LORD God, Israel’s God,
who alone does wonders;
19And blest be forever his glorious name.
Let all the earth be filled with his glory.
Amen and Amen.
20Here end the prayers of David, son of Jesse.

Book Three
73

Psalm 73 – Fellowship with GodHere andHereafter
A psalm of Asaph.
1Yes, God is good to the upright,

the LORD to the pure in heart.
2But my feet were almost gone,

my steps had nearly slipped,
3 through envy of godless braggarts,

when I saw howwell they fared.

4For never a pang have they,
their body is sound and sleek.

5They have no trouble like mortals,
no share in human pain.

6 So they wear their pride like a necklace,
they put on the garment of wrong,

7 their eyes stand out with fatness,
their heart swells with riotous fancies.

8Their speech is mocking and evil,
condescending and crooked their speech.

9They have set their mouth in the heavens,
while their tongue struts about on the earth.

10 Small wonder that people resort to them,
and drink deep draughts of their lore.

11 ‘How does God know?’ they say,
‘And has theMost High any knowledge?’

12 See! These are the godless,
with wealth and ease ever increasing.

13Yes, in vain have I kept my heart pure,
and washedmy hands in innocence;

14 for all the day long was I plagued
not a morning but I was chastised.

15But to resolve to speak like they do
would be treachery to your children.

16 So I sought to understand it,
but a wearisome task it seemed:

17 till I entered the holy world of God
and saw clearly their destiny.

18Yes, you set them on slippery places;
down to destruction you hurl them.

19Onemoment and then what a horror of ruin!
They are finished and ended in terrors.
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20Like a dream, when one wakes, shall they be,
whose phantoms the waker despises.

21 Somy bitterness of mind
and the pain that stabbedmy heart

22 show how dull I was and stupid
just like a beast before you.

23But I am always with you,
you have hold of my right hand.

24By a plan of yours you guideme
andwill afterward takeme to glory.

25Whom have I in the heavens but you?
And on earth there is none I desire beside you.

26Though flesh and heart waste away,
yet God is the rock of my heart,
yet God is my portion forever.

27For see! Those who are far from youmust perish,
you destroy all who are false to you.

28But I am happy when close to God;
the LORDmy God I havemademy refuge,
that I may recount all the things you have done.

74
Psalm 74 – Lament on the Devastation of the Temple

Amaskil of Asaph.
1Why, O God, have you spurned us forever?

Why smokes your wrath against the sheep of your pasture?
2Remember the community you purchased of old

to become by redemption the tribe of your heritage,
Zion, the mountain youmade your home.

3Rouse yourself, visit its ruins complete.
In the temple the foe has made havoc of all things.

4Like lions your enemies roared through your house,
replacing our symbols by signs of their own,

5hacking, like woodsmenwho lift
axes on thickets of trees,

6 smashing with hatchets and hammers
all of its carved work together.

7They have set your temple on fire,
to the very ground they have outraged
the place where lives your name.

8They have said in their heart, ‘Let us utterly crush them.’
They have burned all the houses of God in the land.

9No symbol of ours do we see anymore:
no prophet is there anymore,
none is with us who knows how long.

10How long, O God, is the foe to insult?
Shall the enemy spurn your name forever?

11Why, O LORD, do you hold back your hand,
why keep your right hand in the folds of your robe?

12Yet God is our king from the ancient days,
in themidst of the earth working deeds of salvation.

13 It was you who did cleave the sea by yourmight,
and shatter the heads of the oceanmonsters.

14 It was you who did crushmany-headed Leviathan,
and give him as food to the beasts of the wilderness.

15 It was you who did cleave the fountains and torrents;
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it was you who did dry the perennial streams.
16Yours is the day; yours, too, is the night,

it was you who did establish the sun and the star.
17 It was you who did fix all the borders of earth:

summer andwinter it’s you who havemade them.

18Yet, for all this, the foe has insulted you, LORD,
and a nation of fools has reviled your name.

19Do not give your dove to the beasts,
do not forget your afflicted forever.

20Look to the sleek ones – how full they are:
the dark places of earth are the dwellings of violence.

21O let not the downtrodden turn back ashamed:
let the poor and the needy sing praise to your name.

22Arise, God, and defend your cause:
remember how fools all the day insult you.

23Do not forget the uproar of your enemies,
the din of your foes that ascends evermore.

75
Psalm 75 –God the Judge

For the leader; al tashheth. A psalm of Asaph, a song.
1We praise you, God, we praise you:

we would call on your name and declare your wonders.

2 ‘At the time I choose,
I will judge fairly.

3Though earthmelt and all her inhabitants,
it is I who keep steady her pillars.’

Selah
4 I say to the boasters, ‘Boast not’;

to the wicked, ‘Lift not up your horn:
5 lift not your horn on high,

speak not boldly against the Rock.’

6For not from east nor west,
not from desert nor mountains;

7but God himself is the judge,
humbling one and exalting another.

8 In the hand of the LORD is a cup
foaming wine, richly spiced.

Out of this he pours a draught,
and all the wicked of earth
must drain it down to the dregs.

9But I will rejoice forever,
singing praise to the God of Jacob.

10 I will hew all the horns of the wicked,
but the horns of the just shall be lifted.

76
Psalm 76 –A Song of Victory

For the leader. With instrumental music. A psalm of Asaph, a song.
1God hasmade himself known in Judah,

his name is great in Israel.
2His tent is in Salem,

his dwelling in Zion.

3There he broke the lightning arrows,
shield, sword, and weapons of war.
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Selah
4Terrible is your splendour

on the everlasting mountains.
5Despoiled were the stout of heart;

in the sleep into which they had fallen,
none of the warriors

could lift a hand.
6At your rebuke, God of Jacob,

sank chariot and horse to sleep.
7Awful are you: who can stand

before you, when once you are angry?
8The judgment you gave from heaven

frightened the earth into silence,
9when God arose to judgment

to save the oppressed of the earth.
Selah

10The fiercest will praise you,
to you will the remnant hold festival.

11Vow and pay to LORD your God,
and let all who are round him bring presents.

12He lops off the courage of princes,
and with terror fills kings of the earth.

77
Psalm 77 –A Prayer for Preservation as in the Days of Old

For the leader. On Jeduthun. Of Asaph, a psalm.
1Loudly will I lift my cry to God,

loudly to God, so he hears to me.
2 In the day of my trouble I seek the LORD;

in the night I lift my hands in prayer,
refusing all comfort.

3When I think of God, I moan;
when I muse, my spirit is faint.

Selah
4When you holdmy eyes awake,

and I am restless and speechless,
5 I think of the days of old,

call to mind distant years.
6 I communewithmy heart in the night,

I muse with inquiring spirit.
7 ‘Will the LORD cast us off forever,

will he be gracious nomore?
8Has his love vanished forever?

Is his faithfulness utterly gone?
9Has God forgotten to be gracious,

or in anger withheld his compassion?’
Selah

10Then I said, ‘This it is that grieves me,
that the hand of theMost High has changed.’

11 I will think of the deeds of the LORD,
and remember your wonders of old.

12 I will muse on all you have wrought,
andmeditate on your deeds.

13Then your way, O God, wasmajestic:
what God was great as our God?

14Youwere a Godwho didmarvels,
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you did show your power to the world
15by your arm you rescued your people,

the children of Jacob and Joseph.
Selah

16The waters saw you, O God.
The waters saw you and shivered;
to their depths they trembled.

17Clouds poured torrents of water,
thunder rolled in the sky,
your arrows sped to and fro.

18Loudwas the roll of your thunder,
lightnings lit up the world.
Earth quaked and trembled.

19 In your way, LORD, through the sea,
in your path through themighty waters,
your footsteps were all unseen.

20You did guide your folk like a flock
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78
Psalm 78 – TheWarnings of History

Amaskil of Asaph.
1My people, attend to my teaching:

bend your ears to the words of mymouth,
2as I openmymouth in a poem

on the riddling story of the past.

3What we have heard and known,
and what our ancestors have told us,

4wewill not hide from their children.
Wewill tell to the next generation

the praises andmight of the LORD,
and the wonders that he has done.

5He set up a testimony in Jacob,
a law he appointed in Israel,

which he commanded our ancestors
to make known to their children,

6 that the next generation should know it,
that the children yet to be born

should arise and tell their children;
7 that in God theymight put their confidence,

and not forget God’s works;
but that theymight keep his commandments,

8and not be like their ancestors,
a generation defiant and stubborn,

a generation with heart unsteady,
and spirit unfaithful towards God.

9Ephraimites, armed bowmen,
turned back in the day of battle.

10They did not keep God’s covenant,
they refused to walk in his law.

11They forgot what he had done,
and the wonders he had shown them.

12He did wonders before their ancestors
in the country of Zoan in Egypt.

13Through the sea which he split he brought them,
making waters stand up like a heap;

14he led them by day with a cloud,
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all the night with a light of fire.

15From the rocks which he split in the wilderness,
he gave them to drink as of ocean’s abundance.

16He brought streams out of the rock,
andmade water run down like rivers.

17Yet they still went on sinning against him,
they defied theMost High in the desert.

18They wilfully challenged God,
demanding the food that they longed for.

19 ‘Is God able,’ such was their challenge,
‘to spread in the desert a table?

20From the rock that he struck there gushed water,
and torrents that overflowed;

but can he also give bread,
or provide his people withmeat?’

21When the LORD heard this, he was furious,
and fire was kindled on Jacob,
anger flared up against Israel.

22For they put no trust in God,
no confidence in his help.

23 So he summoned the clouds above;
and, opening the doors of heaven,

24he rainedmanna upon them for food,
and grain of heaven he gave them.

25Everyone ate the bread of angels;
he sent them food to the full.

26He launched the east wind in the heavens,
and guided the south by his power.

27He rainedmeat upon them like dust,
winged bird like the sand of the sea.

28 In themidst of their camp he dropped it,
all around their tents.

29They ate and weremore than filled;
he had brought them the thing they desired.

30But the thing they desired became loathsome:
while their food was still in their mouths,

31 the wrath of God rose against them.
He slew the stoutest among them,
and laid low the youngmen of Israel.

32Yet for all this they sinned yet more,
and refused to believe in his wonders.

33 So he ended their days in a breath,
and their years in sudden dismay.

34When he slew them, then they sought after him,
they turned and sought God with diligence.

35They remembered that God was their rock,
and theMost High God their redeemer.

36But they flattered himwith their mouth,
and lied to himwith their tongue.

37Their heart was not steady with him,
they were faithless to his covenant.

38But he is full of pity:
he pardons sin and destroys not.

Often he turns his anger away,
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without stirring his wrath at all.
39 So he remembered that they were but flesh,

breath that passes and does not return.

40But how often they rebelled in the desert,
and caused him grief in the wilderness,

41 tempting God again and again,
provoking the Holy One of Israel.

42They did not remember his strength,
nor the day he redeemed from the foe,

43how he set his signs in Egypt,
in the country of Zoan his wonders.

44He turned their canals into blood,
their streams undrinkable.

45He sent forth flies, which devoured them;
frogs, too, which destroyed them.

46Their crops he gave to the caterpillar,
and the fruits of their toil to the locust.

47He slew their vines with hail,
and their sycamore trees with frost.

48He delivered their cattle to the hail,
and their flocks to bolts of fire.

49He let loose his hot anger among them,
fury and wrath and distress,
a band of destroying angels.

50He cleared a path for his anger,
did not spare them from death,
but gave them over to pestilence.

51He struck down all the firstborn in Egypt,
the first fruits of their strength in the tents of Ham.

52He led forth his people like sheep,
he was guide to his flock in the desert.

53 Securely he led them, and free from fear,
while their foes were drowned in the sea.

54To his holy realm he brought them,
to themountain his right hand had purchased.

55He drove out the nations before them,
and allotted their land for possession,
and their tents for Israel to live in.

56Yet they tempted and angered theMost High God,
they did not observe his decrees.

57They drew back, false like their ancestors;
they failed like a treacherous bow.

58Their shrines stirred him to anger,
their idols moved him to jealousy.

59When God heard of this, he was furious,
and he spurned Israel utterly.

60He abandoned his home in Shiloh,
the tent he had pitched among people.

61He gave his strength up to captivity,
his glory to the hands of the foe.

62He gave his people to the sword,
he was furious with his own.

63Fire devoured their youngmen,
and their maidens had nomarriage-song.

64Their priests fell by the sword,
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and their widows could not weep.

65Then the LORD awoke as from sleep,
like a warrior flushed with wine;

66and he beat back his foes,
putting them to perpetual scorn.

67He disowned the tent of Joseph,
he rejected the tribe of Ephraim;

68but he chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion, which he loves.

69And he built like the heights his sanctuary,
like the earth which he founded forever.

70And he chose David his servant,
taking him from the sheepfolds.

71From themother-ewes he brought him,
to be shepherd to Jacob his people,
and to Israel his inheritance.

72With upright heart did he shepherd them,
and with skilful hands did he guide them.

79
Psalm 79 –ANational Prayer for Deliverance

A psalm of Asaph.
1Heathen, O God, have come into your land,

defiling your holy temple,
and laying Jerusalem in ruins.

2They have given the bodies of your dead servants
to the birds of the air to devour,
and the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the field.

3Round about Jerusalem
they have poured out their blood like water;
and there was no one to bury them.

4On every side our neighbours
revile us andmock us and jeer at us.

5How long will you be angry, O LORD?
Will your jealousy burn like fire forever?

6Pour out your wrath on the nations that don’t know you,
on the kingdoms that do not call on your name.

7For Jacob they devoured,
they have desolated his home.

8Do not remember against us our ancestors’ sins;
Omeet us soon with your pity,
for utterly weak are we.

9Help us, O God our saviour,
for the renown of your name:

for your reputation deliver us
and cover over our sins.

10Why should the nations say,
‘Where is their God?’

Let revenge for the outpoured blood of your servants
be shown on the heathen before our eyes.

11May the groans of the prisoner come before you;
free the children of death by yourmighty arm.

12Pay our neighbours back sevenfold
for the scorn they have heaped upon you, O LORD.

13Thenwe, your people, the flock of your pasture,
will give thanks to you for evermore,
and tell your praise to all generations.
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80
Psalm 80 –A Prayer for the Preservation of Israel

For the leader. On shoshannim, eduth. Of Asaph, a psalm.
1Listen, Shepherd of Israel,

who leads Joseph like a flock of sheep;
from your throne on the cherubs shine forth

2before Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin.
Stir up yourmighty power,

come to our help.
3God, restore us:

show us the light of your face,
so wemay be saved.

4O LORD of hosts,
how long is your anger to smoke,

despite the prayer of your people?
5You have fed themwith bread of tears,

you havemade them drink tears by themeasure.
6The scorn of our neighbours youmake us,

the laughing-stock of our foes.
7God of hosts, restore us:

show us the light of your face,
so wemay be saved.

8A vine out of Egypt you brought;
you did drive out the nations, and plant her;

9 in the ground you did clear she struck root,
and she filled all the land.

10The shade of her covered themountains,
her branches the cedars of God.

11 She sent forth her shoots to the sea,
and her branches as far as the River.

12Why have you torn down her fences, and left her
to be plucked at by all who pass by,

13 to be gnawed by the boar from the forest,
and devoured by the beasts of the field?

14O God of hosts, return:
look down from heaven and see

and visit this vine, and restore her
15 the vine which your right hand has planted.

16 She is burned with fire and cut down
before your stern face they are perishing.

17 Support the one you have chosen,
the one you have raised for yourself;

18 then from youwewill never draw back.
Preserve us, and wewill call on your name.

19LORD, God of hosts, restore us:
Show us the light of your face,
so wemay be saved.

81
Psalm 81 – For the Feast of Tabernacles

For the leader. On the gittith. Of Asaph.
1 Sing aloud to God our strength,

shout for joy to the God of Jacob.
2Raise a song, sound the timbrel,

sweet lyre and harp.
3On the newmoon blow the horn,

at the full moon, the day of our festival.
4For this is a statute for Israel,

a ruling of the God of Jacob,
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5a witness he set up in Joseph,
when hemarched against Egypt’s land,
where he heard an unknown voice say:

6 ‘I removed from your shoulder the burden,
and freed your hands from the basket.

7At your call of distress I delivered you,
from the thundercloud I answered you.
At Meribah’s waters I tested you.

Selah

8 ‘Listen, my people, to mywarning,
O Israel, if you would but listen!

9Theremust not be a strange god among you,
youmust bow to no foreign god.

10 I am the LORD your God
who brought you up out of Egypt.
Open yourmouth, that I fill it.

11 ‘But my people did not listen to my voice,
Israel would have none of me.

12 So to their own hard hearts I left them,
to follow their own devices.

13O that my people would listen,
that Israel would walk inmyways.

14 Soonwould I humble their enemies,
and turnmy hand on their foes.

15Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him
in everlasting terror.

16But you would I feed with the richest wheat,
and with honey from the rock to your heart’s desire.’

82
Psalm 82 –God the Upholder of Justice

A psalm of Asaph.
1God has taken his stand

in the divine assembly:
in themidst of the gods he holds judgment.

2 ‘How long will you crookedly judge,
and favour the wicked?

Selah
3Do right by the weak and the orphan,

acquit the innocent poor.
4Rescue the weak and the needy,

save them from the hand of the wicked.

5 ‘They have neither knowledge nor insight,
in darkness they walk to and fro,
while the earth’s foundations totter.

6 It was I who appointed you gods,
children of the Most High all of you.

7Yet like mortals you will surely die,
you will fall like any prince.’

8Arise, O God, judge the earth,
for all nations are yours by inheritance.

83
Psalm 83 –A Prayer for the Destruction of the Enemies of Judah

A song, a psalm of Asaph.
1Do not keep silent, O God:

hold not your peace, be not still, God.
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2For see! Your enemies roar,
those who hate you lift up their heads,

3 laying crafty plans for your people,
and plotting against those you treasure.

4 ‘Come, let us wipe them out as a nation,
so Israel’s namewill be mentioned nomore.’

5For, conspiring with one accord,
they havemade a league against you

6Tents of Edom, and Ishmaelites,
Moab, and the Hagrites.

7Gebal and Ammon and Amalek,
Philistia, with the people of Tyre;

8 Syria, too, is confederate,
they have strengthened the children of Lot.

Selah

9Deal with them as you dealt with Midian,
with Sisera, with Jabin, at the torrent of Kishon,

10who at Endor were destroyed,
and became dung for the field.

11Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,

12who said, ‘Let us take for ourselves
themeadows of God.’

13Whirl them, my God, like dust,
like stubble before the wind.

14As the fire that kindles the forest,
as flame that sets mountains ablaze,

15 so with your tempest pursue them,
terrify themwith your hurricane.

16Make them blush with shame;
until they seek your name, O LORD.

17Everlasting shame and confusion,
disgrace and destruction be theirs.

18Teach those who you alone
aremost high over all the earth.

84
Psalm 84 – The Song of the Pilgrims

For the leader. On the gittith. Of the Korahites, a psalm.
1How dearly loved is the place where you live,

LORD of hosts!
2How I long and yearn

for the courts of the LORD.
Now heart and flesh cry for joy

to the living God.

3Even the sparrow has found her a home
and the swallow a nest,

to lay her young,
near your altar,

LORD of hosts,
my king andmy God.

4Happy those who live in your house,
praising you evermore.

Selah

5Happy those whose strength is in you,
people with pilgrim hearts.

6As they pass through the valley of tears,
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theymake it a place of fountains,
clothed with the blessings of early rain.

7From rampart to rampart on theymarch,
till at last God reveals himself in Zion.

8LORD, God of hosts, hear my prayer,
attend, O God of Jacob.

Selah
9Behold, O God, our defender,

and look upon your anointed,
10 for better a single day in your courts

than a thousand inmy own chambers:
better stand at the door of the house of my God

than live in the tents of ungodliness,
11 for the LORD is sun and shield,

the LORD gives grace and glory.
He withholds no good thing from the life that is blameless.
12LORD of hosts,

happy those whose trust is in you.

85
Psalm 85 –A Prayer for National Restoration

For the leader. Of the Korahites, a psalm.
1Once, LORD, you did favour your land,

granting change of fortune to Jacob,
2 forgiving the guilt of your people,

pardoning all their sin,
Selah

3withdrawing all your fury,
turning from your hot anger.

4Restore us, O God our saviour,
put away your displeasure against us.

5Will you cherish your anger against us forever,
prolonging your wrath to all generations?

6Will you not revive us again,
that your people may be glad in you?

7 Show us your kindness, O LORD,
grant us your salvation.

8Let me hear what God the LORD will speak;
for he will speak of peace

to his people, to those who love him,
and turn their hearts to him.

9 Soon those who fear him shall see how he saves,
and glory shall live in our land.

10Kindness and loyalty meet;
peace and righteousness kiss.

11Loyalty springs from the earth;
righteousness looks from the sky.

12The LORD shall give all that is good,
our land yielding its increase,

13 righteousness marching before him,
and peace on the path he treads.

86
Psalm 86 –A Prayer for Divine Guidance and Favour

A prayer of David.
1 Incline your ear, LORD, and answerme,

for I am afflicted and needy.
2Guardme, for I am loyal:
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save your servant, who trusts in you.
3LORD, be gracious to me, for you aremy God;

I cry to you all the day.
4Gladden the heart of your servant;

for to you, LORD, I set my hope.
5For you, LORD, are good and forgiving,

rich in love towards all who call on you.

6Listen, O LORD, to my prayer;
attend to my plea for mercy.

7 In the day of my trouble I call on you,
with assurance that you will answerme.

8None of the gods is like you, LORD,
nor are any works like yours.

9All the nations you havemade
will come and bow down before you,
giving glory, O LORD, to your name.

10For great are you, and a doer of wonders;
you alone are God.

11Teachme, O LORD, your way,
that I may walk in your truth:
so my heart shall rejoice in your name.

12 I will give you thanks, O LORD,
with all my heart, my God,
I will honour your name forever.

13For great is your love towards me,
from the depths of Sheol you have savedme.

14Haughtymen have risen up against me, O God,
a band of the violent seekingmy life,
who think nothing of you.

15But you are a God of pity and grace,
patient and rich in kindness and faithfulness;
turn to mewith your grace, O LORD.

16Grant your strength to your servant,
and save the child of your handmaid.

17 Showme a sign of your favour,
which those who hate memay see with confusion,
since you, LORD, are my helper and comforter.

87
Psalm 87 – Zion, City of God

Of the Korahites, a psalm. A song.
1On the holy mountain stands

the city he founded.
2The LORD loves the gates of Zion

more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
3Glorious things he is speaking of you,

you city of God.
Selah

4 ‘Among those who aremine I name Rahab and Babylon,
Philistia, Tyre, Ethiopia,
their people will say I was born in Zion.

5As for Zion it will be said
each and all were born in her.’

The LORD will preserve her.

6The LORD will count, when enrolling the peoples,
‘This one was born there, and that one was born there.’

Selah
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7 Singers and dancers alike will say
‘All my springs are in you.’

88
Psalm 88 – The Prayer of Despair

A Song, a psalm of the Korahites. To the leader: according toMahalath Leannoth. AMaskil
of Heman the Ezrahite.
1O LORDmy God,

I cry for help in the day-time,
in the night my cry is before you;

2 let my prayer come into your presence,
incline your ear to my cry.

3For I am sated with sorrow,
my life draws near to Sheol.

4 I am counted with those who go down to the pit;
without strength am I.

5My home is among the dead,
like the slain that lie in the grave,

whom you remember nomore
cut off as they are from your hand.

6 In the deepest pit you have put me,
in shadows deep and dark.

7Your wrath lies heavy uponme,
waves of your anger roll over me.

Selah

8You have put my friends far fromme,
you havemade them shunme.

I am shut in, and cannot escape,
9my eyes are wasted with sorrow.

I call on you, LORD, every day,
spreadingmy hands out to you.

10For the dead can youwork wonders?
Can the shades rise again to praise you?

Selah
11Can your kindness be told in the grave,

your faithfulness in the tomb?
12Can your wonders be known in the darkness,

or your help in the land of forgetfulness?

13 I cry for help to you,
in themorningmy prayer comes before you.

14Why, O LORD, do you spurnme,
and hide your face fromme?

15Frommy youth I amwretched and dying,
I am numbed by the terrors I bear.

16The fires of your wrath have passed over me,
your terrors destroyme,

17 surging aroundme forever,
hemmingme in altogether.

18Those who loveme you put far fromme;
the dark is my only friend.

89
Psalm 89 – The Promise to David

AMaskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.
1 I will sing evermore of the love of the LORD,
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proclaiming to all generations his faithfulness.
2For your love you did promise to build up forever,

your faithfulness firm as the heavens themselves.

3 ‘I havemade withmy chosen a covenant,
and sworn to Davidmy servant,

4 to establish his seed forever,
and to build up his throne to all ages.’

Selah

5Then the holy assembly in heaven
praised yourmarvellous faithfulness, LORD.

6For who in the skies may compare with the LORD?
Who is like the LORD among the gods?

7A God to be feared in the holy assembly,
awful and great above all who are round him.

8O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty as you?
Your strength and faithfulness, LORD, surround you.

9You are the LORD of the raging sea:
when its waves surge, it is you who still them.

10 It was you who did pierce and crush Rahab in pieces,
and scatter your foes by yourmighty arm.

11Yours are the heavens, yours also the earth,
the world and its fulness, it’s you who did found them.

12The north and the south, it’s you have created them;
Tabor and Hermon shout praise to your name.

13You have an armwith themight of a hero;
strong is your hand, high uplifted your right hand.

14 Justice and right are the base of your throne,
kindness and faithfulness ever attend you.

15Happy the people who know the glad shout,
who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face.

16They exult in your name all the day,
and your righteousness they extol.

17For you are our strength and our pride.
Your favour will lift us to honour.

18For the holy LORD of Israel
keeps our defender and king.

19 In a vision of old you did speak
in this way to the one whom you loved:

‘A crown I have set on the hero
I chose to be over the people

20 ‘I foundmy servant David,
and anointed with holy oil.

21My handwill be with him forever,
my armwill give him strength.

22 ‘No enemywill dare to assail him,
nor the wicked to oppress him;

23but his foes I will shatter before him,
I will strike down those who hate him.

24 ‘My loyal love shall attend him,
and I will lift him to honour.

25 I will set his hand on the sea,
and his right hand on the rivers.
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26 ‘As for him, he will call me “My father,
my God, andmy rock of salvation.”

27And I will make himmy firstborn,
highest of kings on the earth.

28 ‘My love will I keep for him ever,
my covenant with him shall stand fast.

29His line will I make everlasting,
and his throne as the days of the heavens.

30 ‘If his children forsakemy law,
and walk not as I have ordained;

31 if they profanemy statutes,
and do not keepmy commandments;

32 ‘I will punish their sin with the rod,
their iniquity with scourges.

33But my love will I not take from him,
nor will I belie my faithfulness.

34 ‘I will not profanemy covenant
by changing the word that has passedmy lips.

35Once have I solemnly sworn
and I would not lie to David,

36 ‘that his line should endure forever,
and his throne as the sun before me,

37firm as themoonwhich for ever
and ever is fixed in the sky.’

Selah

38But you have cast off in contempt,
and been furious with your anointed.

39You have spurned the covenant with your servant,
and his sacred crown dashed to the ground.

40You have broken down all his walls,
and laid his bulwarks in ruins.

41All who pass on their way despoil him,
the scorn of his neighbours is he now.

42You have given his foes the victory,
andmade all his enemies glad.

43You have turned back his sword from the foe,
you did not lift him up in the battle.

44The sceptre you took from his hand,
and his throne you did hurl to the ground.

45You have shortened the days of his youth,
and covered himwith shame.

Selah

46How long, LORD will you hide you forever?
How long are the fires of your wrath to burn?

47Remember, LORD, the shortness of life
how fleeting youmade all people.

48Who can live without seeing death?
Who can rescue their life from the clutch of Sheol?

Selah
49Where, LORD, is your kindness of old,

which you in your faithfulness swore to David?

50Remember, O LORD, how your servants are mocked,
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how I bear inmy heart the scorn of all nations
51The scorn which your enemies hurl, O LORD,

which they hurl at the footsteps of your anointed.

52Blest be the LORD, for ever and ever.
Amen and Amen.

Book Four
90

Psalm 90 –Hymn of Eternity
A prayer of Moses, the man of God.
1LORD, you have been a home to us

one generation after another.
2Before themountains were born,

or the earth and the world were brought forth,
from everlasting to everlasting

you are God.

3You bring us back to the dust,
you summonmortals to return.

4For you see a thousand years
as the passing of yesterday,
as a watch in the night.

5Your floods sweep them away;
they are like a dream,

or like grass which sprouts in themorning,
6which blossoms and sprouts in themorning,

but by evening is cut and withered.

7For your anger consumes us,
the heat of your wrath confounds us.

8Our sins you have set before you,
our secrets in the light of your face.

9For through your wrath our days are declining,
we bring our years to an end as a sigh.

10The span of our life is seventy years,
or, if we are strong, maybe eighty;

yet is their breadth but empty toil,
for swiftly they go, and we fly away.

11Who lays to heart the power of your anger?
Or who stands in reverent awe of your wrath?

12O teach us to count our days
so ourmindsmay learn wisdom.

13Return, O LORD; why so long?
Relent on your servants.

14Grant us your love to the full in themorning,
that all our days wemay shout for joy.

15Make us glad for the days you have humbled us,
for the evil years we have seen.

16Let your servants see you in action,
show yourmajesty to their children.

17Let the grace of the LORD our God be upon us,
uphold what our hands are striving to do.

91
Psalm 91 – In the Shelter of theMost High
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1Youwhose home is the shelter of GodMost High,
whose abode is the shadow of God Almighty,

2 can say to the LORD, ‘My refuge, my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.’

3For he saves you from fowler’s snare,
from deadly plague,

4he shelters you with his pinions,
and under his wings you can hide.

His truth will be a shield and buckler.

5You need not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,

6nor the plague that stalks in darkness,
nor the pestilence raging at noon.

7A thousandmay fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand:

but it will not draw near to you.

8Youwill only look onwith your eyes,
and see how the wicked are punished.

9You havemade the LORD your refuge,
you havemade theMost High your defence.

10Youwill never bemet bymisfortune,
no plague will come near your tent,

11 for he orders his angels to guard you,
wherever you go.

12They will carry you with their hands,
so you don’t hurt your foot on a stone.

13Youwill trample down lions and snakes,
tread on young lions and cobras.

14 ‘Because of their love for me, I will deliver them,
I will protect those who trust my name.

15 I will answer their cry and be with them in trouble,
bringing them forth into safety and honour.

16 I will give them a life of many days,
I will show themmy salvation.’

92
Psalm 92 – TheWays of God

A psalm. A song; for the sabbath day.
1 It is good to give thanks to the LORD,

to sing praise to your name, OMost High,
2 to declare your love in themorning,

and your faithfulness in the night,
3with voice and a ten-stringed harp,

withmusic that throbs on the lyre.
4For youmakeme glad by your deeds, LORD,

at the work of your hands I will ring out my joy.

5How great are your works, O LORD;
how deep are your thoughts!

6The insensitive cannot know,
nor can a fool understand,

7 that, though the wicked flourish like grass,
and evildoers all blossom,
they will perish forever.
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8But you are exalted forever.
9For see! Your enemies, LORD

For see! Your enemies perish,
all evildoers are scattered.

10But you lift me to honour,
and anoint me afresh with oil.

11My eyes will feast onmy foes,
andmy ears will hear of the doom of the wicked.

12The righteous will sprout like the palm,
will grow like a cedar of Lebanon.

13 In the house of the LORD are they planted,
in the courts of our God they will sprout.

14They will still bear fruit in old age,
all sappy and fresh will they be

15 So they proclaim the LORD to be just,
my rock, in whom is no wrong.

93
Psalm 93 – The Lord, King of all theWorld

1The LORD has taken his seat on the throne,
clothed withmajesty, armedwithmight.

Now the world stands firm, to be shaken nomore,
2firm stands your throne from all eternity.

You are from everlasting.

3The floods, O LORD, have lifted,
the floods have lifted their voice,
the floods lift up their roar.

4But more grand than the great roaring waters,
more grand than the ocean waves,
grand on the height stands the LORD.

5What you have ordained is most sure;
most sure shall your house stand inviolate,
O LORD, for ever and ever.

94
Psalm 94 –A Prayer for Vengeance on the Cruel

1LORD, God of vengeance,
God of vengeance, shine forth.

2Rise up, judge of the earth,
pay back the proud what they deserve.

3LORD, how long shall the wicked,
how long shall the wicked exult,

4with their blustering arrogant words,
their braggart and wicked speech,

5 crushing your people, LORD,
and afflicting your heritage,

6murdering widows and strangers,
slaying the fatherless?

7They think that the LORD does not see,
nor the God of Jacob regard it.

8Take heed, you dullest of people;
whenwill you be wise, you fools?

9 Is he deaf, who shaped the ear?
Is he blind, who fashioned the eye?

10Can he who trains nations not punish them
hewho teaches knowledge to people?

11The LORD knows the thoughts of people,
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that only a breath are they.

12Happy are those whom you chasten,
and teach out of your law,

13keeping them calm in the day of misfortune,
till a pit be dug for the wicked.

14For the LORD will not leave his people,
he will not forsake his inheritance.

15For the righteous shall come to their rights,
and all true-hearted people shall follow them.

16Whowill rise up for me against those who do evil?
Whowill stand up for me against workers of wrong?

17Were it not for the help of the LORD,
I would soon have gone to the silent grave.

18When I thought that my foot was slipping,
your kindness, LORD, held me up.

19Whenwith cares my heart was crowded,
your comforts makeme glad.

20Can corrupt justice be your ally,
framingmischief by statute?

21They assail the life of the righteous,
and innocent blood condemn.

22But the LORD is my sure retreat,
my God is the rock of my refuge.

23Hewill bring back their sin upon them,
for their wickedness he will destroy them;
the LORD our Godwill destroy them.

95
Psalm 95 – For a Festival. A Hymn of Praise and a SolemnWarning

1Come! Let us ring out our joy to the LORD,
let us merrily shout to our rock of salvation.

2Before his face let us comewith thanks,
with songs of praise let us shout to him.

3For the LORD is a great God,
king above all gods.

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth,
the heights of themountains are his.

5The sea is his, for hemade it:
the dry land was formed by his hands.

6Come! Let us worship and bow
on our knees to the LORD our creator.

7For he is our God; and we
are the people he tends, the sheep in his care.

If only you would heed his voice today:
8 ‘Do not harden your hearts as at Meribah,

or at Massah, that day in the desert,
9when your ancestors tempted and triedme,

though they had seenmy deeds.

10 ‘For forty years I was filled with loathing
for that generation, so I said:

“A people with wandering hearts are they,
and ignorant of myways.”

11 So I solemnly swore to them inmy anger,
that never would they enter my place of rest.’
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96
Psalm 96 – The Lord’s Rule

1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
sing to the LORD, all the earth.

2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name,
from day to day herald his victory.

3Tell his glory among the nations,
his wonders among all peoples.

4For great is the LORD andworthy all praise;
held in awe, above all gods:

5 for all the gods of the nations are idols,
but the LORD created the heavens.

6Before him are splendour andmajesty,
beauty and strength in his holy place.

7Ascribe to the LORD, you tribes of the nations,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

8Ascribe to the LORD the glory hemanifests:
bring you an offering, enter his courts.

9Bow to the LORD in holy array:
tremble before him, all the earth.

10 Say to the nations, ‘The LORD is king.’
The world stands firm to be shaken nomore.
He will judge the peoples with equity.

11Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice,
let the sea and its fulness thunder.

12Let the field, and all that is in it, exult;
let the trees of the forest ring out their joy

13before the LORD: for he comes,
he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with justice
and the nations with faithfulness.

97
Psalm 97 – The Lord’s Judgment

1The LORD is king, let the earth rejoice:
let her many isles be glad.

2Clouds and darkness are round about him,
justice and right are the base of his throne.

3Fire goes before him,
and blazes around his steps,

4his lightnings illumine the world:
the earth quakes at the sight.

5Mountains melt like wax
before the LORD of all the earth.

6The heavens proclaim his justice,
all nations behold his glory.

7 Shamed are all image-worshippers,
whomake a boast of their idols.
All the gods bow before him.

8Zion is glad at the tidings,
the towns of Judah rejoice
because of your judgments, LORD.

9For you aremost high over all the earth,
greatly exalted above all gods.

10The LORD loves those who hate evil,
he guards the lives of the faithful:
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from the hand of the wicked he saves them.
11Light arises for the righteous,

and joy for the upright in heart.
12Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous:

give thanks to his holy name.

98
Psalm 98 –A Song of Praise to the Lord

A psalm.
1 Sing a new song to the LORD,

for he has done wonders;
his right hand and holy arm

have won him the victory.
2The LORD has made his victory known,

and revealed to the eyes of the nations his righteousness.
3Mindful he was of his kindness to Jacob,

faithful he was to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.
4 Shout, all the earth, to the LORD:

break into cries andmusic.
5Play on the lyre to the LORD,

on the lyre and with loudmelody.
6With trumpet and sound of horn,

shout before the king.
7Let the sea and its fulness roar,

the world and the dwellers upon it.
8Let the streams clap their hands,

let the hills shout for gladness together
9before the LORD for he comes,

he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with justice

and the nations with equity.

99
Psalm 99 – The Lord’s Just andHoly Rule

1The LORD is king; let the nations tremble:
he is throned upon cherubs; let earth quake.

2The LORD is great in Zion,
he is high over all the nations.

3Let them praise your great and terrible name.
Holy is he.

4You are a king who loves justice,
equity you have established:
justice and right you have wrought for Jacob.

5Exalt the LORD our God,
bow down at his footstool.

Holy is he.
6Among his priests wereMoses and Aaron,

Samuel among those who called on his name.
They called to the LORD, and he gave them answer.

7He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud,
they kept his commands and the statute he gave them.
8LORD our God, you gave them answer.

A God of forgiveness were you to them,
who suffered their deeds to go unpunished.

9Exalt the LORD our God;
bow down at his holy mountain.
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For holy is the LORD our God.

100
Psalm 100 –A Call toWorship

A psalm of praise.
1 Shout, all the earth, to the LORD.

2 Serve the LORD with gladness,
approach himwith ringing cries.

3Be sure that the LORD alone is God.
It is he who has made us, and his we are
his people, the sheep of his pasture.

4Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him, bless his name.
5For the LORD is good, his love is forever,

and to all ages endures his faithfulness.

101
Psalm 101 –AModel King

Of David, a psalm.
1 If kindness and justice I sing,

makingmelody to you, LORD.
2 I would look to the way that is blameless,

andmake it my own.

Withinmy own house I would walk
with an innocent heart.

3 I would never direct my eyes
to a thing that is base.

The impulse to stray I abhor
it shall not cling to me.

4Far fromme be perverseness of heart,
or kinship with evil.

5Who slanders their neighbour in secret,
I bring them to silence:

haughty looks and proud hearts
I will not abide.

6 I will favour the true in the land,
they shall live inmy court.

Those whowalk in a way that is blameless
will be my attendant.

7No one will live inmy house
who practises guile.

No one that speaks a lie
will abide inmy presence.

8Morn bymorn I will wholly wipe out
all the bad in the land,

and cut off from the LORD’s own city
all workers of evil.

102
Psalm 102 –A Prayer for Pity and for the Restoration of Zion

The prayer: for a weary and suffering person who pours out their grief to the LORD.
1Hearmy prayer, O LORD;

let my cry for help come to you.
2Hide not your face fromme
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in the day of my distress.
Incline your ear to me:

when I call, answerme speedily.

3Formy days pass away like smoke:
my bones are burned through as with fire.

4My heart is scorched, withered like grass;
I forget to eat my bread.

5By reason of my loud groaning,
my flesh clings to my bones.

6Like a desert-owl of the wilderness,
like an owl among ruins am I.

7 I makemy sleepless lament
like a bird on the house-top alone.

8All the day wild foes revile me,
usingmy name for a curse.

9For ashes have beenmy bread,
and tears have beenmixed withmy cup.

10Because of your passionate anger,
you did raise me, then hurl me to the ground.

11My days come to an end, shadows lengthen,
I wither like grass.

12But you, O LORD, are enthroned forever,
your fame endures to all generations.

13Youwill arise and have pity on Zion;
it’s time to be gracious; her hour has come.

14For even her stones are dear to your servants,
even the dust of her ruins they look onwith love.

15Then the nations will revere the name of the LORD
and all the kings of the earth his glory,

16when the LORD shall have built up Zion,
and revealed himself in his glory,

17 in response to the prayer of the destitute,
whose prayer he will not despise.

18Let this be recorded for ages to come,
that the LORDmay be praised by a people yet unborn.

19For he shall look down from his holy height,
from the heavens the LORD will gaze on the earth,

20 to hear the groans of the prisoner,
to free those who are doomed to die;

21 that people may recount the LORD’s fame in Zion,
and the praise of him in Jerusalem,

22when the nations are gathered together,
and the kingdoms, to worship the LORD.

23He has brokenmy strength on the way,
he has shortenedmy days.

24 I will say, ‘My God, takeme not hence
in themidst of my days.

‘Your years endure age after age.
25Of old you have founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands.

26They shall perish; but you do stand.
They shall all wax old like a garment,
and change as a robe you will change them.

27But you are the same, your years are endless.
28The children of your servants abide,
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evermore shall their seed be before you.’

103
Psalm 103 – Bless the Lord, Omy Soul

Of David.
1Omy soul, bless the LORD;

and all that is in me, his holy name.
2Omy soul, bless the LORD;

and forget not one of his benefits.
3He pardons all your sins,

he heals all your diseases.
4He ransoms your life from the pit,

he crowns you with kindness and pity.
5He gives you your heart’s desire,

renewing your youth like the eagle’s.
6The LORD executes justice –

and right for all who are wronged.
7He revealed his ways to Moses,

his acts to the children of Israel.
8Full of pity and grace is the LORD,

patient, and rich in kindness:
9he will not always chide,

nor cherish his anger forever.
10Not after our sins has he dealt with us,

nor requited us after our wickedness.
11For high as the heavens o’er the earth

is his love over those who fear him.
12Far as is east from the west

has he put our transgressions from us.
13As a father pities his children,

so the LORD pities those who fear him;
14 for well he knows our frame,

he remembers that we are dust.
15A person’s days are as grass;

blossoms like a flower of themeadow.
16At the breath of the wind it is gone,

and the place thereof knows it nomore.
17But the love of the LORD is eternal,

and his kindness to children’s children,
18 to those who keep his covenant

andmindfully do his behests.
19The LORD has set his throne in the heavens;

the whole world is under his sway.
20Bless the LORD, you angels of his,

mighty heroes performing his word.
21Bless the LORD, all you his hosts,

you servants who do his will.
22Bless the LORD, all you his works,

far as his sway extends.
Omy soul, bless the LORD.

104
Psalm 104 – TheHymn of Creation

1Bless the LORD, Omy soul.
O LORDmy God, you are very great,

clad in awful splendour,
2 covered with robe of light.

You stretch out the heavens like the cloth of a tent.
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3He lays the beams of his chambers on water.
He takes dark clouds for his chariot,

and rides on the wings of the wind.
4He takes the winds for his messengers,

the fire and the flame for his servants.
5He founded the earth upon pillars,

to sustain it unshaken forever.
6With the garment of ocean he covered it,

waters towered over themountains.
7But at your rebuke they fled,

scared by the roar of your thunder,
8mountains rose, valleys sank down

to the place appointed for them.
9They dared not pass the bounds set for them,

or cover the earth anymore.
10He sent brooks into the valleys,

theymeander between themountains.
11The wild beasts all drink from them,

and the wild asses quench their thirst.
12The birds have their home by the banks,

and sing in the branches.
13From his chambers above he gives drink to themountains,

and satisfies earth with the vials of heaven.
14Hemakes grass grow for the cattle,

and herbs for people.
He brings bread out of the earth;

15wine, to gladden hearts;
oil, to make faces shine;

bread, to strengthen hearts.
16The trees of the LORD drink their fill

the cedars he planted on Lebanon,
17where the little birds build their nest,

and the stork whose home is the cypress.
18The high hills are for the wild goats,

and the rocks are for coneys to hide in.
19He created themoon tomark seasons,

and told the sun when to set.
20Youmake it dark: night comes,

when all the wild beasts creep out.
21Young lions that roar for their prey,

seeking their meat from God.
22At sunrise they slink away,

and lie down in their dens.
23Then people go forth to their work,

and toil till evening.
24Howmany, O LORD, are your works,

all of themmade in wisdom!
The earth is filled with your creatures.

25And there is the great broad sea,
where are countless things inmotion,
living creatures, both great and small.

26There go the ships,
and the Leviathan youmade to play there.

27They all look in hope to you,
to give them their food in due season.

28And you give with open hand;
they gather and eat to their heart’s desire.



Psalms 104:29 94 Psalms 105:19

29When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take their breath away,
they die and go back to their dust.

30But a breath from your lips creates them,
and renews the face of the earth.

31May the glory of the LORD be forever,
may the LORD rejoice in his works.

32A glance of his makes the earth tremble,
a touch of his makes the hills smoke.

33 I will sing to the LORD while I live,
I will play to my Godwhile I am.

34Maymymusing be sweet to him,
for I rejoice in the LORD.

35But may sinners be swept from the earth,
and the wicked vanish forever.
Omy soul, bless the LORD.

Hallelujah.

105
Psalm 105 – The Inspiration of the Past

1Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name:
make known his deeds among the nations.

2 Sing to him, makemusic to him,
tell of all his wondrous works.

3Make your boast in his holy name,
be glad at heart, you who seek the LORD.

4 Seek after the LORD and his strength,
seek his face evermore.

5Remember the wonders he did,
his portents, the judgments he uttered,

6you who are offspring of Abraham, his servant,
the children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

7He is the LORD our God:
in all the earth are his judgments.

8He remembers forever his covenant,
his promise for a thousand generations

9The covenant hemade with Abraham,
the oath he swore to Isaac,

10and confirmed as a statute to Jacob,
a pact everlasting to Israel

11 to give them the land of Canaan
as the lot which they should inherit.

12Andwhen they were very few,
few and but pilgrims therein,

13wandering from nation to nation,
journeying from people to people,

14he allowed no one to oppress them,
even punishing kings for their sakes.

15He forbade them to touch his anointed,
or do any hurt to his prophets.

16When he called down famine on the land,
and cut off the bread which sustained them,

17he sent before them aman,
Joseph, whowas sold as a slave.

18His feet were galled with fetters,
he was laid in chains of iron,

19 till the time that his word came to pass,
the word of the LORD that had tried him.
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20The king sent and freed him,
the ruler of nations released him.

21Hemade him lord of his household,
and ruler of all his possessions,

22 to admonish his princes at will
and instruct his elders in wisdom.

23Thus Israel came into Egypt,
Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.

24His people hemade very fruitful,
andmightier than their foes.

25He inspired them to hate his people,
and to deal with his servants craftily.

26He sent his servant Moses,
and Aaron whom he had chosen,

27portents he wrought in Egypt,
and signs in the land of Ham.

28Darkness he sent, and it fell:
yet they gave no heed to his word.

29He turned their waters into blood,
thus causing their fish to die.

30Their land was alive with frogs,
swarming even in the royal chambers.

31At his command came flies,
and lice in all their borders.

32He gave them hail for rain
and fire that flashed through the land,

33 smiting their vines and figs,
breaking the trees of their border.

34At his command came locusts,
young locusts beyond all counting,

35which ate every herb in the land,
ate up, too, the fruit of their ground.

36He struck down in their land all the firstborn,
the firstlings of all their strength

37Then forth he led Israel with silver and gold,
and among his tribes no one was weary.

38Egypt was glad when they left,
for terror had fallen upon them.

39He spread out a cloud to screen them,
and fire to give light in the night.

40He sent quails at their entreaty,
and heavenly bread in abundance.

41He opened the rock; waters gushed:
in the desert they ran like a river.

42For he remembered his holy promise
to Abraham his servant.

43 So he led out his people with joy,
his elect with a ringing cry.

44And he gave them the lands of the nations,
the fruit of their toil for possession,

45 that so theymight keep his statutes,
and be of his laws observant.

Hallelujah.

106
Psalm 106 – The Nation’s Sin against the Lord
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1Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the LORD for his goodness,

for his kindness endures forever.
2Who can describe his heroic deeds,

or publish all his praise?
3Happy they who act justly,

and do righteousness evermore.
4Rememberme, LORD, as you remember your people,

and visit me with your gracious help.
5May I see the good fortune of your elect,

may I share in the joy of your nation,
and in the pride of your heritage.

6We, like our fathers, have sinned,
we have done perversely and wickedly

7 In the land of Egypt our fathers,
all heedless of your wonders,

and unmindful of your great kindness,
at the Red Sea defied theMost High.

8But true to his name he saved them,
in order to show his might.

9He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried;
theymarched through the depths as through desert,

10 saved from the hand of the hostile,
redeemed from the hand of the foe.

11The waters covered their enemies:
not one of themwas left.

12 So then they believed in his words,
and began to sing his praise.

13But soon they forgot his deeds:
they did not wait for his counsel.

14Their greed was ravenous in the desert;
they put God to the test in the wilderness.

15He gave them the thing they had asked for,
but sent wasting disease among them.

16The camp grew jealous of Moses
and of Aaron, holy one of the LORD.

17The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan,
and covered Abiram’s company.

18Fire broke out on their company,
flame kindled upon the wicked.

19Theymade a calf in Horeb,
and bowed to themolten image.

20They exchanged their glorious God
for the image of ox that eats grass.

21They forgot the Godwho had saved them
bymighty deeds in Egypt

22Wonders in the land of Ham,
terrors by the Red Sea.

23 So he vowed, and would have destroyed them,
but for Moses his elect,

who stepped into the breach before him,
to divert his deadly wrath.

24They spurned the delightsome land,
they refused to believe in his word.

25They grumbled in their tents,
would not listen to the voice of the LORD.

26 So he swore with uplifted hand
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to lay them low in the wilderness;
27 to disperse their seed among heathen,

to scatter them over the world.

28Then they joined them to Baal of Peor,
and ate what was offered the dead.

29They provoked him to wrath by their deeds,
and plague broke out among them.

30Then Phinehas stood between,
and so the plague was stayed;

31and it was counted to him for righteousness
unto all generations forever.

32They angered him at the waters of Meribah,
through them it went ill with Moses.

33They rebelled against his spirit,
and he uttered speech that was rash.

34They did not destroy the nations,
as the LORD had commanded them;

35but theymingled with the heathen,
and learned to do as they did.

36Their idol gods they worshipped,
and they were ensnared by them.

37They sacrificed their sons
and their daughters to the demons.

38They poured out innocent blood
the blood of their sons and daughters

whom they offered to Canaan’s idols,
and the land was polluted with blood.

39They became unclean by their works,
and adulterous in their deeds.

40Then the LORD’s fury was on his people,
filled with horror at his inheritance.

41He delivered them to the heathen,
to the sway of those who hated them.

42Their enemies oppressed them,
and subdued them under their hand.

43Many a time he saved them,
but they rebelled at his counsel,

and were brought low by their wrongdoing.
44Yet he looked upon their distress,

when he heard their cry.
45He remembered his covenant,

and, in his great kindness, relented.
46He caused them to be pitied

by all who carried them captive.

47 Save us, O LORD our God,
and gather us out of the nations,

to give thanks to your holy name,
and tomake our boast of your praise.

48Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.
And let all the people say ‘Amen.’
Praise the LORD.

Book Five
107

Psalm 107 – The Song of the Redeemed
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1Give thanks to the LORD for his goodness
for his kindness endures forever.

2Let this be the song of the ransomed,
whom the LORD has redeemed from distress,

3 gathering them from all lands,
east, west, north, and south.

4 In the wastes of the desert somewandered,
finding no way to a city inhabited.

5Full of hunger and thirst,
their spirit failed.

6Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distresses,

7 guiding them straight on the way,
till they reached an inhabited city.

8Let them thank the LORD for his kindness,
for his wonderful deeds for people;

9 for the thirsty he satisfies,
and the hungry he fills with good things.

10 Some sat in darkness and gloom
prisoners in irons andmisery,

11 for rebelling against God’s word,
and spurning theMost High’s counsel.

12Their heart was bowedwith toil;
there was no one to help when they stumbled.

13Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distresses.

14Out of darkness and gloom he brought them,
and burst their chains.

15Let them praise the LORD for his kindness,
for his wonderful deeds for people.

16For he shattered the gates of bronze,
and broke bars of iron.

17 Somewere sick from their wicked ways,
and suffering because of their sins.

18All manner of food they hated;
they had come to the gates of death.

19Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distresses.

20He sent his word and healed them,
and delivered their life from the pit.

21Let them praise the LORD for his kindness,
for his wonderful deeds for people.

22Let them offer to him thankofferings,
and with joy tell what things he has done.

23 Some crossed the sea in ships,
doing business in great waters.

24They have seen what the LORD can do,
and his wonderful deeds on the deep.

25At his command rose a tempest,
which lifted the waves on high.

26Up to heaven they went, down to the depths;
their courage failed them.

27They staggered and reeled like drunkards;
all their skills useless.

28Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distresses.

29He stilled the storm to a whisper,
and the waves of the sea were hushed.
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30They were glad, because it was quiet;
they were led to the haven they longed for.

31Let them praise the LORD, for his kindness,
for his wonderful deeds for people.

32Where the people assemble, extol him,
and praise him in council of elders.

33He turns streams into a wilderness,
springs of water into thirsty land,

34 fruitful land into a salt waste,
because of the sin of the people.

35A desert hemakes pools of water,
a land of drought into springs of water.

36He settles the hungry therein,
they establish a city to live in.

37They sow fields and plant vineyards,
which furnish a fruitful yield.

38By his blessing theymultiply greatly,
and he lets not their cattle decrease.

39Yet when they are bowed and diminished
by oppression, misfortune, or sorrow,

40he pours contempt upon princes,
and on trackless wastes leads them astray

41He lifts the poor out of misery,
andmakes families fruitful as flocks.

42At this sight shall the upright be glad,
and all wickedmouths shall be stopped.

43Let those who are wise observe this,
and consider the love of the LORD

108
Psalm 108 –A Prayer for Victory

A song. A psalm of David.
1My heart is steadfast, O God,

my heart is steadfast.
I would sing, I wouldmakemusic;

awake, my soul.
2Awake, harp and lyre;

I would wake the dawn.
3 I would praise you among the peoples, O LORD;

makemusic among the nations to you.
4For great to heaven is your love,

and your faithfulness to the clouds.
5Be exalted, O God, o’er the heavens,

and your glory o’er all the earth.

6 So those you lovemay be rescued,
save by your right hand and answer us.

7God did solemnly swear:
‘As victor will I divide Shechem,

portion out the valley of Succoth.
8Mine is Gilead, mine is Manasseh,

Ephraim is my helmet,
Judahmy sceptre of rule,

9Moab the pot that I wash in,
on Edom I hurl my sandal,
I shout o’er Philistia in triumph.’

10O to be brought to the fortified city!
O to be led into Edom!

11Have you not spurned us, O God?
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You do not march forth with our armies.
12Grant us help from the foe,

for human help is worthless.
13With Godwe shall yet do bravely,

he himself will tread down our foes.

109
Psalm 109 –A Prayer for the Lord’s Help

For the leader. Of David, a psalm.
1O Godwhom I praise, keep not silence;

2 for their wickedmouths they have opened against me,
they speak to mewith tongues that are false,

3 they beset mewith words of hatred,
and fight without cause against me.

4My love they requite with hostility,
while for them I lift upmy prayer.

5Evil for good they rewardme,
and hatred for my love.

6 ‘Set over him one who is godless,’ they say,
‘an opponent at his right hand.

7From his trial let him come forth guilty,
may his prayer be counted as sin.

8Grant that his days may be few,
that his office be seized by another.

9Grant that his children be fatherless,
and that his wife be a widow.

10Up and downmay his children go begging,
expelled from their desolate home.

11May all that he owns be seized by the creditor
may strangers plunder the fruits of his toil.

12 ‘May none extend to him kindness,
or pity his fatherless children.

13His descendants be doomed to destruction!
Blotted out be his name in one generation!

14May his father’s guilt be remembered,
and his mother’s sin not blotted out:

15on record always before the LORD,
and his memory root from the earth;

16 for he gave no thought to show kindness,
but pursued the poor and the needy,
drove the downhearted to death.

17 ‘May the curses he loved light upon him,
may the blessings he loathed be afar.

18Like a garment he clothed himwith curses;
may they pierce to his inwards like water,
and cling to his bones like oil.

19Let them be like the robe he wraps round him,
like the belt he wears every day.’

20Be this the reward of my adversaries,
of those who speak evil against me.

21But you, LORDmy GOD,
be true to your name,

deal kindly withme;
in your gracious kindness

saveme.
22For I am poor and needy,

andmy heart is wounded withinme.
23 I am gone like a lengthening shadow,
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I am shaken off like a locust.
24My knees totter from fasting,

my flesh is shrivelled and spare.
25They heap insults uponme:

when they seeme, they shake their head.

26Helpme, O LORDmy God,
and saveme in your kindness.

27Teach them that this is your hand,
and your own doing, O LORD.

28Let them curse, if only you bless.
Put my assailants to shame,
andmake your servant glad.

29My opponents be clothed with dishonour,
and wrapped in a robe of shame.

30 I give thanks to you, LORD, with loud voice,
I give praise in themidst of the throng;

31 for he stands by the poor, at his right hand,
to save them from those who condemn them.

110
Psalm 110 –A Promise of Victory to the King

Of David, a psalm.
1This said the LORD concerningmy lord,

‘Sit at my right hand,
till I set your foot on the neck of your foes.’

2On Zion the LORD is wielding
your sceptre of might, and charges you
to rule over the foes that surround you.

3The day that youmarch to battle
your people will follow you gladly

young warriors in holy array,
like dew-drops, born of themorning.

4The LORD has sworn andwill not repent,
‘As for you, you are priest for ever
as Melchizedek was.’

5By your side will the LORD shatter kings
on the day of his wrath.

6Hewill execute judgment
filling the valleys with dead,
the broad fields with shattered heads.

7Hewill drink of the brook by the way,
andmarch onward with uplifted head.

111
Psalm 111 – In Praise of the Divine Goodness

1Hallelujah.
I will thank the LORD with all my heart,

in the assembled congregation of his people.
2Great are the things that the LORD has done,

worthy of study by those who love them.
3Majestic and glorious is his work,

and his righteousness abides forever.
4For his marvellous deeds he has won renown;

the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.
5Food he gives to those who fear him,

always he remembers his covenant.
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6His mighty works he has shown to his people,
in giving to them the nations for heritage.

7All that he does is faithful and right,
all his behests are firm and sure.

8They are established for ever and ever,
executed with truth and uprightness.

9To his people he sent redemption,
he has appointed his covenant forever.

His name is holy and awe-inspiring.
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom

those who keep it are wise indeed.
His praise abides for ever and ever.

112
Psalm 112 – The Blessings of Godliness

1Hallelujah. Happy are those who fear the LORD,
and greatly delight in his commandments.

2Mighty on earth shall be their seed;
a blessing shall rest on the race of the upright.

3Wealth and riches are in their houses,
their prosperity stands forever.

4To the upright arises light in the darkness;
full of favour and pity and kindness are they.

5 It is well with those who show pity and lend,
who support all their affairs upon justice.

6For they will never be shaken;
the just will be forever remembered.

7They will not be afraid of evil tidings,
with steady heart they trust the LORD.

8Their heart is firm and unafraid:
they know they will feast their eyes on their enemies.
9With lavish hands they give to the poor,

and their prosperity stands forever.
They are lifted to heights of triumph and honour.

10The sight of them fills the wicked with anger:
grinding their teeth with despair.
The hopes of the wicked will come to nothing.

113
Psalm 113 – The Lord loves the Humble

1Hallelujah.
Praise the LORD, you his servants,

praise the name of the LORD.
2The name of the LORD be blessed

from now and for evermore.
3From sunrise to sunset

is the name of the LORD to be praised.

4High is the LORD above all nations,
above the heavens is his glory.

5Who is like the LORD our God,
seated on high?

6He bends down to look
at the heavens and earth.

7He raises the weak from the dust,
he lifts the poor from the dunghill,

8and sets them beside the princes,
even the princes of his people.

9He gives the childless woman a home,
andmakes her the happymother of children.
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Hallelujah.

114
Psalm 114 – TheMarvel of the Exodus

1When Israel went out of Egypt,
Jacob’s house from a barbarous people,

2God chose Judah for himself,
Israel became his kingdom.

3The sea saw it, and fled,
Jordan river ran backwards.

4Mountains skipped like rams,
hills like the young of the flock.

5Why, sea, do you flee?
Jordan, why run backwards?

6Mountains, why skip ram-like?
Why, hills, like the young of the flock?

7Earth, tremble before the LORD,
at the presence of Jacob’s God,

8who turns rocks into pools of water,
and flint into fountains of water.

115
Psalm 115 – Israel’s Incomparable God

1Not to us, LORD, not to us,
but to your name give glory,
for your kindness’ and faithfulness’ sake.

2Why should the heathen say,
‘Where is now their God?’

3Our God he is in heaven;
whatever he wishes, he does.

4Their idols are silver and gold,
made by human hands.

5They havemouths, but cannot speak;
they have eyes, but cannot see.

6They have ears, but cannot hear;
they have noses, but cannot smell.

7They have hands, but cannot feel;
they have feet, but cannot walk:
no sound comes from their throats.

8Their makers become like them,
so do all who trust in them.

9O Israel, trust in the LORD:
he is their help and their shield.

10House of Aaron, trust in the LORD:
he is their help and their shield.

11Youwho fear the LORD, trust in the LORD
he is their help and their shield.

12The LORD, mindful of us, will bless us:
he will bless the house of Israel,
he will bless the house of Aaron.

13Hewill bless those who fear the LORD,
the small and the great together.

14May the LORD add to your numbers
to you and to your children.

15Blessed be you of the LORD,
creator of heaven and earth.
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16The heavens are the heavens of the LORD,
but the earth has he given to people.

17The dead cannot praise the LORD,
nor those who go down into silence.

18But wewill bless the LORD
from now and for evermore.

Hallelujah.

116
Psalm 116 – Song of Thanksgiving for Deliverance

1 I love the LORD, for he hears
my voice, my pleas for mercy.

2For he has inclined his ear to me:
I will call upon him as long as I live.

3About mewere snares of death,
the anguish of Sheol was uponme:
distress and sorrowweremine.

4Then I called on the name of the LORD:
‘I beseech you, O LORD, deliver me.’

5Gracious and just is the LORD,
compassionate is our God.

6The LORD preserves the simple;
when I was drooping, he savedme.

7Be at peace, my heart, oncemore,
for the LORD has been good to you.

8You have rescuedme from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling.

9Before the LORD I will walk
in the land of the living.

10 I held fast my faith, though I said,
‘Ahme! I am sore afflicted,’

11 though inmy alarm I said,
‘Everyone is a liar.’

12What shall I render the LORD
for all his bounty to me?

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation,
and call on the name of the LORD.

14 I will paymy vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.

15Grave in the eyes of the LORD
is the death of his loyal and loved ones.

16Ah, LORD! I am your servant,
your servant, child of your handmaid.
You have loosenedmy bonds.

17 I will offer to you a thank-offering,
and call on the name of the LORD.

18 I will paymy vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of the house of the LORD,
in themidst of you, O Jerusalem.

Hallelujah.

117
Psalm 117 –A Call to Praise
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1Praise the LORD, all you nations:
laud him, all you peoples.

2For his mighty love is over us:
the LORD is faithful forever.

Hallelujah.

118
Psalm 118 – Thanksgiving for Victory

1Give thanks to the LORD for his goodness,
his kindness endures forever.

2Let the house of Israel now say:
his kindness endures forever.

3Let the house of Aaron now say:
his kindness endures forever.

4Let those who fear the LORD now say:
his kindness endures forever.

5Out of straits I called on the LORD,
the LORD answered and gaveme room.

6The LORD is mine; I am fearless.
What canmere people do to me?

7The LORD is mine, as my help:
I shall feast my eyes onmy foes.

8 It is better to hide in the LORD
than to trust in mortals.

9 It is better to hide in the LORD
than to put any trust in princes.

10Everywhere heathen swarmed roundme;
in the name of the LORD I cut them down.

11They swarmed, swarmed aroundme;
in the name of the LORD I cut them down,

12 they swarmed aroundme like bees,
they blazed like a fire of thorns:
in the name of the LORD I cut them down.

13 Sore they pushedme, to makeme fall;
but the LORD gaveme his help.

14The LORD is my strength andmy song,
and he is becomemy salvation.

15Hark! In the tents of the righteous
glad cries of victory are ringing.

The hand of the LORD has wrought bravely,
16 the hand of the LORD is exalted,
the hand of the LORD has wrought bravely.

17 I shall not die: nay, I shall live,
to declare the works of the LORD.

18Though the LORD has chastenedme sore,
he has not givenme over to death.

(The Procession arrives at the Temple)

19 ‘Open tome the gates of victory.
I would enter therein and give thanks to the LORD.’

(TheWelcome)

20 ‘This is the gate of the LORD:
the righteous may enter therein;’

21 I thank you because you have heardme,
and are becomemy salvation.
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22The stone which the builders despised
is become the head-stone of the corner.

23This has been wrought by the LORD;
it is marvellous in our eyes.

24This day is the LORD’s own creation:
in it let us joy and be glad.

25O LORD, save us, we pray,
O LORD, prosper, we pray.

26Blessed the one who enters
in the name of the LORD.

From the house of the LORD we bless you.
27The LORD is God,

he has given us light.
Wreathe the dance with boughs,

till they touch the horns of the altar.
28You aremy God, I will thank you;

Omy God, I will exalt you.
29Give thanks to the LORD for his goodness:

his kindness endures forever.

119
Psalm 119 – The Power and Comfort of theWord of God

1Happy they whose life is blameless,
who walk by the law of the LORD.

2Happy they who keep his charges,
and seek himwith all their hearts;

3who have done no wrong,
but walk in his ways.

4You yourself have appointed your precepts
to be kept with diligence.

5O to be steadily guided
in the keeping of your statutes!

6Then unashamed shall I be,
when I look towards all your commandments.

7 I will thank you with heart unfeigned,
when I learn your righteous judgments.

8 I will observe your statutes:
O forsakeme not utterly.

9How can a young person keep their life pure?
By giving heed to your word.

10With all my heart have I sought you,
let me not stray from your commandments.

11 In my heart have I treasured your word,
to keep from sinning against you.

12Blessed are you, O LORD;
teachme your statutes.

13Withmy lips have I rehearsed
all the judgments of yourmouth.

14 I delight in the way of your charges,
more than in riches of all sorts.

15 I will muse upon your precepts,
and look to your paths.

16 In your statutes I delight,
I will not forget your word.

17Grant that your servant may live,
and I will observe your word.

18Openmy eyes, that I see
wondrous things out of your law.
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19But a guest am I on the earth:
hide not your commandments fromme.

20My heart is crushed with longing
for your ordinances, at all times.

21You rebuke the proud, the accursed,
who wander from your commandments.

22Roll away fromme scorn and contempt,
for I have observed your charges.

23Though princes sit plotting against me,
your servant will muse on your statutes.

24Your charges are my delight,
they are my counsellors.

25 I lie grovelling in the dust;
revive me, as you have promised.

26 I told of myways, youmade answer;
teachme your statutes.

27Grant me insight into your precepts,
and I will muse on your wonders.

28 I am overcomewith sorrow;
raise me up, as you have promised.

29Put the way of falsehood fromme,
and graciously grant me your law.

30 I have chosen the way of fidelity,
your ordinances I long for.

31 I hold fast to your charges:
O put me not, LORD, to shame.

32 I will run in the way of your commandments,
for you give me room of heart.

33Teachme, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I will keep it to the end,

34 instruct me to keep your law,
and I will observe it with all my heart.

35Guideme in the path of your commandments,
for therein do I delight.

36 Incline my heart to your charges,
and not to greed of gain.

37Turn awaymy eyes from vain sights,
revive me by your word.

38Confirm to your servant the promise
which is given to those who fear you.

39Remove the reproach which I dread,
because your judgments are good.

40Behold, I long for your precepts.
Quickenme in your righteousness.

41Visit me, LORD, with your love
and salvation, as you have promised.

42 So shall I answermy slanderers,
for my trust is in your word.

43 Snatch not frommymouth the word of truth,
for in your judgments I hope.

44 I will keep your law continually,
for ever and evermore.

45 So shall I walk in wide spaces,
for I give mymind to your precepts.

46 I will speak of your charge before kings,
and will not be ashamed thereof.

47Your commandments are my delight,
I love them exceedingly.

48 I will lift upmy hands to your commandments,
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andmuse upon your statutes.

49Remember your word to your servant,
on which you havemademe to hope.

50This is my comfort in trouble,
that your word gives life to me.

51The arrogant utterly scornme,
but I have not declined from your law.

52When I think of your judgments of old,
O LORD, I take to me comfort.

53 I am seized with glowing anger
at the wicked who forsake your law.

54Your statutes have been tome songs
in the house of my pilgrimage.

55 I remember your name in the night,
O LORD and observe your law.

56My lot has been this,
that I have kept your precepts.

57My portion are you, O LORD:
I have promised to keep your words.

58 I entreat you with all my heart;
grant me your promised favour.

59 I have thought uponmyways,
and turnedmy feet to your charges.

60 I hasted and tarried not
to give heed to your commandments.

61Though the godless have wound their cords roundme,
I have not forgotten your law.

62Atmidnight I rise to praise you
because of your righteous judgments.

63With all those who fear you I company,
aid with those who observe your precepts.

64The earth, LORD, is full of your kindness;
teachme your Statutes.

65Well have you dealt with your servant,
as you have promised, O LORD.

66Teachme discretion and knowledge,
for I have believed your commandments.

67Till trouble came I was a wanderer,
but now I observe your word.

68You are good and do good;
teachme your statutes.

69The proud have forged lies against me,
but I keep your precepts with all my heart.

70Their heart is gross like fat,
but I delight in your law.

71 It was good for me to be humbled,
that I should learn your statutes.

72The law of yourmouth is better to me
than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.

73Your hands havemademe and fashionedme;
makemewise to learn your commandments.

74Those who fear you shall see mewith joy,
for in your word have I hoped.

75 I know, O LORD, that your judgments are right,
and in faithfulness you have afflictedme.

76Let your love be a comfort to me,
for so have you promised your servant.

77Visit me with your quickening pity,



Psalms 119:78 109 Psalms 119:106

for your law is my delight.
78Put the proud to shame, who have wrongedme falsely:

I will muse on your precepts.
79Let those turn to mewho fear you,

that theymay learn your charges.
80Let my heart be sound in your statutes,

that I may not be put to shame.

81My long for you to rescueme,
I put my hope in your word.

82My eyes pine away for your promise:
saying, ‘Whenwill you comfort me?’

83Though shrivelled like wine-skin in smoke,
your statutes I have not forgotten.

84How few are the days of your servant!
Whenwill you judge those who harass me?

85Proud people have dug for me pits
people who do not conform to your law.

86All your commandments are trusty.
With falsehood they harass me: help me.

87They had nearly made an end of me,
yet I did not forget your precepts.

88 Spareme in your kindness,
and I will observe the charge of yourmouth.

89Forever, O LORD, is your word
fixed firmly in the heavens.

90Your truth endures age after age;
it is established on earth, and it stands.

91By your appointment they stand this day,
for all are your servants.

92Had not your law beenmy joy,
in mymisery then had I perished.

93 I will never forget your precepts,
for through them you have put life in me.

94 I am yours, O saveme,
for I give mymind to your precepts.

95The wicked lay wait to destroyme,
but I give heed to your charge.

96 I have seen a limit to all things:
but your commandment is spacious exceedingly.

97O how I love your law!
All the day long I muse on it.

98Your commandment makes mewiser thanmy enemies:
for it is mine forever.

99 I am prudent above all my teachers,
for your charges are mymeditation.

100 I have insight more than the aged,
because I observe your precepts.

101 I refrainmy foot from all wicked ways,
that I may keep your word.

102 I turn not aside from your judgments,
for you yourself are my teacher.

103How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to mymouth!

104 Insight I win through your precepts,
therefore every false way I hate.

105Your word is a lamp tomy feet,
and a light to my path.

106 I have sworn an oath, and will keep it,
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to observe your righteous judgments.
107 I am afflicted sorely:

revive me, O LORD, as you said.
108Accept, LORD, mywilling praise,

and teachme your judgments.
109My life is in ceaseless peril;

but I do not forget your law.
110The wicked set traps for me,

yet I do not stray from your precepts.
111 In your charges are my everlasting inheritance,

they are the joy of my heart.
112 I am resolved to perform your statutes

forever, to the utmost.

113 I hate people of divided heart,
but your law do I love.

114You aremy shelter and shield:
in your word do I hope.

115Begone, you wicked people,
I will keep the commands of my God.

116Upholdme and spareme, as you have promised:
O disappoint me not.

117Holdme up, and I shall be saved:
and your statutes shall be my unceasing delight.

118All who swerve from your statutes you spurn:
their cunning is in vain.

119All the wicked of earth you count as dross,
therefore I love your charges.

120My flesh, for fear of you, shudders,
and I stand in awe of your judgments.

121 Justice and right have I practised,
do not leaveme tomy oppressors.

122Be your servant’s surety for good,
let not the proud oppress me.

123My eyes pine for your salvation,
and for your righteous promise.

124Deal in your love with your servant,
and teachme your statutes.

125Your servant am I; instruct me,
that I may know your charges.

126 It is time for the LORD to act:
they have violated your law.

127Therefore I love your commandments
above gold, above fine gold.

128 So by all your precepts I guideme,
and every false way I hate.

129Your decrees are wonderful,
gladly I keep them.

130When your word is unfolded, light breaks;
it imparts to the simple wisdom.

131With openmouth I pant
with longing for your commandments.

132Turn tomewith your favour,
as is just to those who love you.

133 Steadymy steps by your word,
so that sin have no power over me.

134 Set me free from those who oppress me,
and I shall observe your precepts.

135 Shine with your face on your servant,
and teachme your statutes.
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136My eyes run downwith rills of water,
because your law is not kept.

137Righteous are you, O LORD,
and right are your ordinances.

138The laws you has ordered are just,
and trusty exceedingly.

139My jealousy has undoneme,
that my foes have forgotten your words.

140Your word has been tested well;
and your servant loves it.

141 I am little and held in contempt,
but your precepts I have not forgotten.

142 Just is your justice forever,
and trusty is your law.

143 Stress and strain are uponme,
but your commandments are my delight.

144Right are your charges forever,
instruct me that I may live.

145Withmywhole heart I cry; O answerme.
I would keep your statutes, O LORD.

146 I cry to you: O saveme,
and I will observe your charges.

147Before dawn I cry for your help:
in your word do I hope.

148Awake I meet the night-watches,
to muse upon your sayings.

149Hearmy voice in your kindness:
O LORD, by your judgments revive me.

150Nearme are wicked tormentors,
who are far from thoughts of your law;

151but near, too, are you, O LORD,
and all your commandments are trusty.

152Long have I known from your charges
that you have founded them for all time.

153Look onmymisery, and rescueme;
for I do not forget your law.

154Defendmy cause and redeemme:
revive me, as you have promised.

155 Salvation is far from the wicked,
for their mind is not in your statutes.

156Great is your pity, O LORD:
Revive me, as you have ordained.

157My foes and tormentors are many,
but I have not declined from your charges.

158 I behold the traitors with loathing,
for they do not observe your word.

159Behold how I love your precepts:
revive me, O LORD!, in your kindness.

160The sum of your word is truth,
all your laws are just and eternal.

161Princes have harassedmewantonly:
but my heart stands in awe of your word.

162Over your word I rejoice
as one who finds great spoil.

163Falsehood I hate and abhor,
but your law do I love.

164 Seven times a day do I praise you
because of your righteous judgments.
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165Right well do they fare who love your law:
they go on their way without stumbling.

166 I hope for your salvation;
O LORD I do your commandments.

167 I observe your charges:
I love them greatly.

168 I observe your precepts and charges:
all myways are before you.

169Let my cry come before you, O LORD:
give me insight, as you have promised.

170Let my prayer enter into your presence:
deliver me, as you have said.

171My lips shall be fountains of praise,
that you teachme your statutes.

172My tongue shall sing of your word,
for all your commandments are right.

173Let your hand be ready to helpme,
for your precepts have beenmy choice.

174 I long, LORD, for your salvation,
and your law is my delight.

175Reviveme that I may praise you,
and let your precepts help me.

176 I have strayed like a wandering sheep
seek your servant, because
I do not forget your commandments.

120
Psalm 120 – Prayer for Deliverance from Slander and Treachery

A song of ascents.
1 In distress I cried to the LORD,

and he answeredme.
2 ‘Deliver me, LORD,

from the lip that is false
and the tongue that is crafty.’

3What shall he give to you,
you tongue that is crafty?

What yet shall he give to you?
4Arrows of warrior, sharpened,

with glowing broom coals together.
5Woe is me that I sojourn inMeshech,

that I live by the tents of Kedar.
6Already too long have I dwelt

among those who hate peace.
7 I am for peace:

but when I speak of it,
they are for war.

121
Psalm 121 – The Lord Our Protector

A song of ascents.
1 I lift upmy eyes to themountains.

Fromwhere will help for me come?
2My help will come from the LORD

the creator of heaven and earth.
3Your foot he will not let stumble:

he who guards you will not sleep.
4Hewhowatches over Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.
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5The LORD himself protects you,
is your shelter beside you.

6The sun by day will not strike you,
nor themoon by night.

7From all harm the LORD will guard you,
will watch over your life.

8The LORD will guard your going and coming
from now and for evermore.

122
Psalm 122 – The Joy and the Prayer of the Pilgrims

A song of ascents. Of David.
1 I was glad when they said to me,

‘Wewill go to the house of the LORD.’
2Nowwe are standing,

within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3O Jerusalem, built close-packed,

like a city without breach or gap,
4 to you do the tribes come,

the tribes of the LORD,
as the law has ordained for Israel,

there to give thanks to the LORD.
5There once stood thrones of justice

even thrones of the household of David.
6Pray that all may be well with Jerusalem,

and well with those who love you,
7well within your ramparts,

and well within your palaces.
8For the sake of my brethren and friends,

I will wish you now prosperity:
9 for the sake of the house of the LORD

our God, I will seek your good.

123
Psalm 123 –A Prayer forMercy

A song of ascents.
1 I Lift upmy eyes to you,

who are throned in the heavens.
2As the eyes of a servant

turn to the hand of his master,
or the eyes of a maid

to the hand of her mistress,
so do our eyes turn

to the LORD our God,
until he is gracious to us.
3Be gracious, be gracious to us, LORD.

Scorn enough, andmore, have we borne
4More than enough have we borne

of derision from those at their ease,
of scorn from those who are haughty.

124
Psalm 124 –AMagnificent Deliverance

A song of ascents. Of David.
1 ‘Had it not been the LORD whowas for us’

let Israel say
2 ‘Had it not been the LORD whowas for us
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when enemies rose against us,
3 then alive they’d have swallowed us up,

when their anger was kindled against us.
4Then the waters would’ve swept us away,

and the torrent passed over us clean:
5 thenmost sure would’ve passed over us clean

the wild seething waters.’
6Blest be the LORD who has given us not

to be torn by their teeth.
7We are like a bird just escaped

from the snare of the fowler.

The snare is broken,
and we are escaped.

8Our help is the name of the LORD,
the Creator of heaven and earth.

125
Psalm 125 –A Sure Defence

A song of ascents.
1Those who trust in the LORD

are like Mount Zion,
that cannot bemoved,

but abides forever.
2Round Jerusalem are themountains,

and the LORD is round his people
from now and for evermore.

3For he will not suffer
the sceptre of wrong

to rest on the land
allotted to the righteous;

else the righteous might put forth
their own hand to evil.

4Do good, O LORD,
to the good,
and to the true-hearted.

5But those who swerve
into crooked ways

will the LORD lead away
with the workers of evil.

Peace be upon Israel.

126
Psalm 126 – Sowing in Tears

A song of ascents.
1When the LORD turned the fortunes of Zion,

we were like dreamers.
2Thenwas ourmouth filled with laughter,

our tongue with glad shouts;
then among the nations they said,

‘The LORD has dealt greatly with them.’
3The LORD had dealt greatly with us,

and wewere rejoicing.
4Turn our fortunes, O LORD,

as the streams in the Negreb.
5They who sow in tears

shall reap with glad shouts.
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6Forth they fare, with their burden of seed,
and they weep as they go.

But home, home, with glad shouts they shall come
with their arms full of sheaves.

127
Psalm 127 – The Need of Heavenly Help

A song of ascents. Of Solomon.
1Unless the LORD builds the house,

those who build it labour in vain.
Unless the LORD guards the city,

the watchmanwakes in vain.

2 In vain you rise early,
and finish so late,
and so eat sorrow’s bread;

for he cares for his loved ones
in their sleep.

3Children are a gift of the LORD,
the fruit of the womb, a reward.

4Like arrows wielded by warriors,
are the children of youth.

5Happy themanwho has filled
his quiver full of them.

He will not be ashamedwhen he speaks
with enemies in the gate.

128
Psalm 128 – The Blessings of Home

A song of ascents.
1Happy all who fear the LORD,

whowalk in his ways.
2Youwill eat what your hands have toiled for,

and be happy and prosperous!

3Like a fruitful vine shall your wife be
in the innermost room of your house:

your children, like olive shoots,
round about your table.

4 See! This is the blessing
of themanwho fears the LORD.

5The LORD shall bless you from Zion.
You will see Jerusalem nourish

all the days of your life.
6Youwill see your children’s children.

Peace upon Israel.

129
Psalm 129 –A Prayer for the Discomfiture of the Enemies of Zion

A song of ascents.
1 ‘Sore have they vexedme from youth’

thus let Israel say
2 ‘Sore have they vexedme from youth,

but they have not prevailed against me.

3 ‘The ploughers ploughed onmy back,
theymade their furrows long.

4But the LORD, who is righteous, has cut
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the cords of the wicked.’
5Let all who are haters of Zion

be put to shame and defeated.
6May they be as the grass on the house-top,

which withers before it shoots up;
7which fills not the arms of the reaper,

nor the lap of the binder of sheaves
8whereof no one says as they pass,

‘The blessing of God be upon you.’

In the name of the LORD we bless you.

130
Psalm 130 –Out of the Depths

A song of ascents.
1Out of the depths

I call to you, LORD.
2LORD, hear my voice:

give heed with your ears
to my loud plea.

3 If you shouldmark sin, LORD,
O LORD, who could stand?

4But with you is forgiveness,
that youmay be feared.

5 I wait for the LORD,
I wait for his word,

6 I look for the LORD
more than watchman for morning,
than watchman for morning.

7 Israel, hope in the LORD:
with the LORD there is love

with him plenteous redemption.
8And he redeems Israel

from all his iniquities.

131
Psalm 131 –As a Little Child

A song of ascents. Of David.
1O LORD, my heart is not haughty,

my eyes are not lofty,
I walk not among great things,

things too wonderful for me.
2Yes, I have soothed and stilledmyself,

like a young child on his mother’s lap;
like a young child am I.

3O Israel, hope in the LORD
from now and for evermore.

132
Psalm 132 – The Ancient Promise to David and Zion

A song of ascents.
1Remember, O LORD, David

all his sufferings,
2 the oath that he swore to the LORD,

and his vow to the Strong One of Jacob,
3never to enter his tent,
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never to lie on his bed,
4never to give his eyes sleep

or his eyelids slumber,
5 till he had found a place for the LORD,

for the Strong One of Jacob to live in.
6We heard of it in Ephrathah,

in the fields of Jaar we found it.
7Wewent to the place where he dwelt,

we bowed ourselves low at his footstool.
8 ‘Arise, LORD, and enter your resting-place,

you and yourmighty ark.
9Let your priests wear a garment of righteousness,

your faithful shout aloud for joy.
10For the sake of David your servant,

do not reject your Anointed.’
11The LORD swore an oath to David

an oath that he will not break;
‘I will set on your throne

a prince of your line.
12 If your sons keepmy covenant

and the statutes I teach them,
then their sons, too, forever,

will sit on your throne.’
13For the choice of the LORD is Zion;

she is the home of his heart.
14 ‘This is forever my resting-place,

this is the home of my heart.
15 I will royally bless her provision,

and give bread to her poor in abundance.
16Her priests I will clothe with salvation;

her faithful will shout for joy.
17There will I raise up for David

a dynasty of power.
I have set my anointed a lamp

that shall never go out.
18Robes of shame I will put on his foes,

but on his head a glittering crown.’

133
Psalm 133 – Family together

A song of ascents. Of David.
1Behold! How good and how pleasant

is the dwelling of kindred together!
2Like precious oil on the head

that ran down on the beard,
the beard of Aaron, running

over the collar of his robe:
3 like the dew upon Hermonwhich falls

on themountains of Zion.
For there has the LORD ordained blessing –

life that is endless.

134
Psalm 134 –An Evening Invocation

A song of ascents.
1Come, praise the LORD,

all you the LORD’s servants,
who stand by night

in the house of the LORD.
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2Lift your hands to the holy place,
praise the LORD.

3The LORD whomade heaven and earth,
bless you from Zion.

135
Psalm 135 – The Lord’s Power Revealed in Nature andHistory

1Hallelujah.
Praise the name of the LORD.

Praise the LORD, you his servants,
2who stand in the house of the LORD,

in the courts of the house of our God.
3Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good:

Sing praise to his name it is pleasant.
4The LORD for himself chose Jacob,

Israel as his own special treasure.

5For I know that the LORD is great,
that our LORD is above all gods.

6All that he wills he does
in the heavens and on the earth,
in the seas and in all the abysses.

7Clouds he brings up from the ends of the earth,
lightnings hemakes for the rain,
wind he brings out of his storehouses.

8The firstborn of Egypt he struck,
both humans and animals.

9 Signs and wonders he sent
into yourmidst, O Egypt,
upon Pharaoh and all his servants.

10Many nations he struck,
mighty kings he slew

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
Og, king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan.

12He gave their land for possession,
possession to Israel his people.

13Your name, O LORD, is forever;
yourmemorial world without end.

14For the LORD secures right for his people,
and takes pity upon his servants.

15The idols of heathen are silver
made by human hands.

16They havemouths, but cannot speak:
they have eyes, but cannot see.

17They have ears, but cannot hear:
there is no breath in their mouths.

18Their makers become like them,
so do all who trust in them.

19House of Israel, praise the LORD:
house of Araon, praise the LORD.

20House of Levi, praise the LORD:
you who fear the LORD, praise the LORD.

21Blest be the LORD out of Zion,
who lives in Jerusalem.

Hallelujah.



Psalms 136:1 119 Psalms 137:1

136
Psalm 136 – The Lord’s Love Revealed in Nature andHistory

1Give thanks to the LORD for his goodness:
for his kindness endures forever.

2Give thanks to the God of gods:
for his kindness endures forever.

3Give thanks to the Lord of lords:
for his kindness endures forever.

4To himwho alone does great wonders:
for his kindness endures forever.

5Whose wisdom created the heavens:
for his kindness endures forever.

6Who spread forth the earth on the waters:
for his kindness endures forever.

7Whomade great lights:
for his kindness endures forever.

8The sun to rule over the day:
for his kindness endures forever.

9Moon and stars to rule over the night:
for his kindness endures forever.

10Who struck the firstborn of Egypt:
for his kindness endures forever.

11And brought Israel out from their midst:
for his kindness endures forever.

12With strong hand and outstretched arm:
for his kindness endures forever.

13Who cut the Red Sea in pieces:
for his kindness endures forever.

14And brought Israel right through themidst:
for his kindness endures forever.

15And shook Pharaoh with all his host into the sea
for his kindness endures forever.

16Who led his people through the desert:
for his kindness endures forever.

17Who struck down great kings:
for his kindness endures forever.

18And slew noble kings:
for his kindness endures forever.

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites:
for his kindness endures forever.

20And Og, king of Bashan:
for his kindness endures forever.

21Who gave their land for possession:
for his kindness endures forever.

22Possession to Israel his servant:
for his kindness endures forever.

23Who remembered our low estate:
for his kindness endures forever.

24And rescued us from our foes:
for his kindness endures forever.

25Who gives to all flesh food:
for his kindness endures forever.

26Give thanks to the God of heaven:
for his kindness endures forever.

137
Psalm 137 – By theWaters of Babylon

1By the waters of Babylon there we sat,
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andwewept at the thought of Zion.
2There on the poplars we hung our harps.

3For there our captors called for a song:
our tormentors, rejoicing, saying:

‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion.’

4How canwe sing the LORD’s song
in the foreigner’s land?

5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,
maymy right handwither.
6Maymy tongue stick to the roof of mymouth,

if I am unmindful of you,
or don’t set Jerusalem
abovemy chief joy.

7Remember the Edomites, LORD,
the day of Jerusalem’s fall,

when they said, ‘Lay her bare, lay her bare,
right down to her very foundation.’

8Babylon, despoiler,
happy are those who pay you back
for all you have done to us.

9Happy are they who seize and dash
your children against the rocks.

138
Psalm 138 – The Constancy of the Lord’s Care

Of David.
1 I will thank you, O LORD, with all my heart:

in the sight of the gods I will sing your praise,
2and prostrate before your holy temple,

will praise your name for your constant love,
for you have exulted your promise above all.

3When I called you, you answered;
you gaveme strength, you inspiredme.

4All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,
when they shall have heard the words you have uttered;

5and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
and tell of the LORD’s transcendent glory.

6For, high though the LORD is, he looks on the lowly,
and strikes down the haughty from far away.

7Thoughmyway be distressful, yet you preserveme:
you lay your hand onmy angry foes,
and your right hand gives me victory.

8The LORD will accomplish all that which concerns me.
Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever.
O do not abandon the work of your hands.

139
Psalm 139 – The Ever-Present God

For the leader. Of David, a psalm.
1O LORD, you search and knowme;

2when I sit, when I rise you know it,
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

3When I walk, when I lie you sift it,
familiar with all myways.

4There is not a word onmy tongue,
but see! LORD, you know it all.
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5Behind and before you beset me,
uponme you lay your hand.

6 It’s too wonderful for me to know
too lofty I cannot attain it.

7Whither shall I go from your spirit?
Or whither shall I flee from your face?

8 If I climb up to heaven, you are there:
or make Sheol my bed, you are there.

9 If I lift up the wings of themorning
and fly to the end of the sea,

10 there also your handwould graspme,
and your right hand take hold of me.

11 If I say, ‘Let the darkness cover me,
and night be the light about me,’

12The dark is not dark for you,
but night is as light as the day.

13For you did put me together;
in mymother’s womb you did weaveme.

14 I give you praise for my fashioning
so full of awe, so wonderful.
Your works are wonderful.

You knewme right well;
15my bones were not hidden from you,

when I wasmade in secret,
and woven in the depths of the earth.

16Your eyes saw all my days:
they stood on your book every one

written down, before they were fashioned,
while none of them yet wasmine.

17But how far, O God, beyondmeasure
are your thoughts! Howmighty their sum!

18 Should I count, they aremore than the sand.
When I wake, I am still with you.

19Will you slay the wicked, O God?
And remove fromme the bloodthirsty,

20whomaliciously defy you
and take your name in vain.

21Do I not hate those who hate you, LORD?
Do I not loathe those who resist you?

22With perfect hatred I hate them,
I count themmy enemies.

23 Searchme, O God, knowmy heart:
test me, and knowmy thoughts,

24and see if guile be inme;
and leadme in the way everlasting.

140
Psalm 140 –A Prayer for Preservation

To the leader. A Psalm of David.
1Rescueme, LORD, from evil people;

from the violent guardme
2 from those who plot evil in their heart,

and stir up war continually:
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3whomake their tongue as sharp as a serpent’s,
and under whose lips is the poison of adders.

Selah

4Preserveme, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked,
from the violent guardme
from those who are plotting to trip upmy feet.

5The proud have hidden a trap for me,
cords they have spread as a net for my feet:
snares they have set at the side of my track.

Selah

6 I have said to the LORD, ‘My God are you;
attend, LORD, to my loud plea.

7O LORDmy LORD, my saviour mighty,
you did cover my head in the day of battle.

8Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked;
and what they have purposed, promote you not.’

Selah

9Let them not lift up their heads against me.
May themischief they prate bring themselves to destruction,

10may he rain upon them coals of fire,
may he strike them down swiftly, to rise nomore,

11no place in the landmay there be for the slanderer:
may the violent be hunted from sorrow to sorrow.

12 I know that the LORD will do right by the weak,
and will execute justice for those who are needy.

13 Surely the righteous shall praise your name,
and they who are upright shall live in your presence.

141
Psalm 141 –A Prayer for Protection from Persecutors

A psalm of David.
1LORD, I call to you: hasten, to me,

attend to my voice, when I call to you.
2Let my prayer be presented as incense before you,

andmy uplifted hands as the eveningmeal-offering.

3 Set, O LORD, a watch onmymouth,
put a guard on the door of my lips.

4 Incline not my heart to an evil matter,
to busymyself in deeds of wickedness,

in company with workers of evil:
never may I partake of their dainties.

5Awound or reproof from a good person in kindness
is oil whichmy head shall never refuse.
In their misfortunemy prayer is still with them.

6Abandoned they are to the hands of their judges:
they shall learn that mywords are true.

7Like stones on a country road cleft and broken
so lie our bones scattered for Death to devour.

8But my eyes are turned towards you, O LORD.
Do not pour out my life, for in you I take refuge.

9Keepme safe from the trap they have laid for me,
from the snares of the workers of trouble.

10 Into their own nets let wicked people fall;
while I pass by in safety.
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142
Psalm 142 –A Prayer for Deliverance from Persecutors

Amaskil of David, while he was in the cave, a prayer.
1Loudly I cry to the LORD:

to the LORD plead loudly for mercy,
2 I pourmy complaint before him,

I tell my troubles to him.

3Whenmy spirit is faint withinme,
my path is known to you.

In the way I amwont to walk in,
they have hidden a trap for me.

4 I look to the right and the left;
but not a friend have I.

No place of refuge is left me,
not a man to care for me.

5 So I cry to you, O LORD:
I say, ‘My refuge are you,
all I have in the land of the living.’

6Attend tomy piercing cry,
for very weak am I.

Saveme from those who pursueme,
for they are too strong for me.

7Freeme from prison,
that I may give thanks to your name,

for the righteous are patiently waiting
till you show your bounty to me.

143
Psalm 143 –A Prayer for Deliverance and Guidance

A psalm of David.
1Listen, O LORD, to my prayer;

attend to my plea.
In your faithfulness give me answer,

and in your righteousness.
2With your servant O enter you not into judgment,

for in your sight can no one alive be justified.

3For the enemy persecutes me,
crushingmy life to the ground,

makingme live in the darkness,
as those who have long been dead.

4My spirit is faint withinme,
my heart is bewildered withinme.

5 I remember the days of old,
and brood over all you have done,

musing on all that your hands have wrought.
6 I spread out my hands to you:

I thirst for you,
like parched earth.

Selah

7Answerme soon, LORD,
becausemy spirit is spent.

Hide not your face fromme,
else become I like those who go down to the pit.

8Let me learn of your love in themorning,
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for my trust is in you.
Teachme the way I should go:

for my heart longs for you.

9 Saveme, O LORD, frommy foes:
for to you I have fled for refuge.

10Teachme to do your will,
for you yourself are my God.

Guideme by your good spirit,
O LORD, on a way that is smooth.

11Be true to your name LORD, spare me,
bringme out of distress in your faithfulness.

12 In your kindness extinguishmy enemies,
and all those who vexme destroy;
for I am your servant.

144
Psalm 144 – TheWarrior’s Song

Of David.
1Blest be the LORDmy rock,

who trains my hands for war,
my fingers for fighting.

2My rock andmy fortress,
my tower, my deliverer,

my shield, behind whom I take refuge,
who lays nations low at my feet.

3LORD, what are mortals
that you care for them,

humans,
that you think of them?

4They are like a breath,
their days as a shadow that passes.

5LORD, bow your heavens and come down:
touch the hills, so that they smoke.

6Flash forth lightning and scatter them,
your arrows send forth and confound them.

7 Stretch out your hand from on high;
pluckme out of themighty waters,
out of the hands of foreigners,

8who speak with themouth of falsehood,
and lift their right hand to swear lies.

9O God, a new song I would sing you,
on a ten-stringed harpmake youmusic.

10For to kings you give the victory,
and David your servant you save.

11 Snatchme from the cruel sword,
rescueme from the hand of foreigners,

who speak with themouth of falsehood,
and lift their right hand to swear lies.
The Prosperity of the Lord’s People

12May our sons in their youth
be as plants well tended:

our daughters like cornices
carved as in palaces.

13May our barns be bursting
with produce of all kinds.
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In the fields may our sheep bear
by thousands and ten thousands.

14May our cattle be fat,
our walls unbreached,

may no cry of distress
ring in our streets.

15Happy the people
who fares so well:

and so fares the people
whose God is the LORD.

145
Psalm 145 – The KingdomEverlasting

A song of praise. Of David.
1 I will exalt you, my God, O king:

I will praise your name for ever and ever.
2 I will bless you every day:

I will praise your name for ever and ever.

3Great is the LORD andworthy all praise,
his greatness is unsearchable.

4One age to another shall praise your deeds,
declaring themighty things you have done.

5Of your glorious majesty they shall tell,
and I will muse of yourmanywonders.

6Of themight of your terrible acts they shall speak,
and the tale of your great deeds I will tell.

7The fame of your abundant goodness
and righteousness they shall pour forth in song.

8The LORD is full of grace and pity,
patient and rich in loving-kindness.

9The LORD is good to all the world,
and his pity is over all things that hemade.

10All your works give you thanks, O LORD,
and you are blessed of those who love you.

11They shall speak of your glorious kingdom,
and of yourmight shall they discourse,

12making known to all his mighty acts,
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.

13Yours is a kingdom that lives through all ages:
through all generations extends your dominion.

14The LORD upholds all who fall;
he lifts up all who are bowed down.

15The eyes of all look in hope to you,
and you give them their food in due season.

16You yourself open your hand,
and fill with your favour all things that live.

17The LORD is righteous in all his ways,
gracious is he in all that he does.

18The LORD is near to all who call him,
to all who call upon him in truth.

19Hewill fulfil the desires of those who fear him;
he will hear their cry for help and save them.
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20The LORD is the keeper of all who love him,
but all the wicked will he destroy.

21Mymouth will utter the praise of the LORD,
and all life will bless his holy name

for ever and ever.

146
Psalm 146 – The Great Protector

1My soul, praise the LORD.
2 I will praise the LORD, while I live;

I will sing to my God, while I am.

3Put not your trust in princes
mortals, in whom is no help.

4When their breath goes out,
they go back to the dust:

on that very day
their purposes perish.
5Happy those whose help
is the God of Jacob:

whose hope is set
on the LORD their God,

6 the Creator of heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them.

He remains eternally loyal.
7For the wronged he executes justice;

he gives bread to the hungry;
the LORD releases the prisoners.

8The LORD gives sight to the blind:
the LORD raises those who are bowed.

The LORD loves the righteous.
9The LORD preserves the stranger,

upholds the widow and orphan,
but the wicked he leads to disaster.

10The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Hallelujah.

147
Psalm 147 – The Lord’s Love and Power Revealed in Nature

1Hallelujah.
It is good to sing praise to our God,

for praise is sweet and seemly.
2The LORD builds up Jerusalem,

the outcasts of Israel he gathers.
3He heals the broken in heart,

and binds up their wounds.
4He counts the numberless stars,

he gives names to them all.
5Great is our LORD, rich in power,

andmeasureless is his wisdom.
6The LORD lifts up the down-trodden,

the wicked he brings to the ground.

7 Sing songs of thanks to the LORD,
and play on the lyre to our God.

8For he covers the sky with clouds,
he prepares rain for the earth,
makes grass to grow on themountains.

9He gives the cattle their food
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the young ravens when they cry.
10His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse,

his joy is not in the speed of a runner;
11but the LORD has his pleasure in those who fear him,

in those whowait for his kindness.
12Praise the LORD, then, O Jerusalem:

sing praise to your God, O Zion.
13For he strengthens the bars of your gates,

and blesses your children within you.
14He brings peace to your borders,

and choicest of wheat in abundance.
15He sends his command to the earth:

his word runs very swiftly.
16 Snow he gives like wool,

frost he scatters like ashes.
17He casts forth his ice like morsels:

who can stand before his cold?
18He sends forth his word, andmelts them:

his wind blows the waters flow.
19He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and judgments to Israel.
20No other nation did he do this for,

they know nothing of his judgments.
Hallelujah.

148
Psalm 148 – The Universal Chorus of Praise

1Praise the LORD from the heavens,
praise him in the heights.

2Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his hosts.

3Praise him, sun andmoon;
praise him, all stars of light.

4Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.

5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for at his command they weremade.

6And he fixed them for ever and ever
by a lawwhich they dare not transgress.

7Praise the LORD from the earth:
you depths, with yourmonsters, all.

8Fire, hail, snow and ice,
and stormywind doing his word.

9All youmountains and hills,
all you fruit trees and cedars,

10all you wild beasts and tame,
creeping things, birds on the wing.

11All you kings and nations of earth;
all you princes and judges of earth:

12youngmen andmaidens together,
old men and children together.

13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted.

Over heaven and earth is his glory.
14He has lifted his people to honour.
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Wherefore this chorus of praise from his saints,
from Israel, the people who stand in his fellowship.

Hallelujah.

149
Psalm 149 – Song of Victory

1Hallelujah.
Sing to the LORD a new song,

sound his praise where the faithful are gathered.
2Let Israel rejoice in its maker,

sons of Zion exult in their king.
3Let them praise his name in the dance,

makingmusic with lyre and with timbrel.
4For the LORD delights in his people,

adorning the humble with victory.
5Let the faithful exult and extol him

with glad ringing cries all night long.
6High praises of God in their mouth,

and a two-edged sword in their hand:
7on the heathen to execute vengeance,

and chastisement sore on the nations,
8binding their kings with chains,

and their nobles with fetters of iron,
9 to execute on them the doom that is written.

This is the glory of all his faithful.
Hallelujah.

150
Psalm 150 –Hallelujah

1Hallelujah.
Praise God in his holy place.

Praise him in the sky, his stronghold.
2Praise him for his deeds of power.

Praise him for his boundless greatness.
3Praise himwith blast of horn;

praise himwith harp and lyre.
4Praise himwith timbrel and dance;

praise himwith strings and pipe.
5Praise himwith resounding cymbals,

praise himwith clashing cymbals.
6Let all that has breath praise the LORD.

Hallelujah.
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Hosea
Introduction

1 The LORD’s message to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, andHezekiah of Judah and during the reign of King Jeroboam, son of Joash of Israel.

The adultery of Hosea’s wife
2When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, he said to him:

‘Gomarry an unfaithful woman
whowill bear you children by her adultery,
for like an adulterous wife the land is unfaithful to the LORD.’

3 So hemarried Gomer, the daughter of Dibliam, and when she conceived and bore him
a son,

4 the LORD said:
‘Call him “Jezreel,” for in a little while
I will punish the dynasty of Jehu
for the blood shed at the valley of Jezreel,
I will cause the kingdom of Israel to cease.
5On that day, I will break Israel’s bows and arrows
in the valley of Jezreel.’

6When she conceived again and bore a daughter, the LORD said to Hosea:
‘Call her Lo-Ruhamah – “No-Compassion”
for I will no longer have compassion on Israel,
certainly not spare them.
7But on Judah I will have compassion,
I will deliver them by the LORD their God,
but I will not deliver them by bow nor by sword,
nor by battle nor by horses nor by horsemen.’

8After shehadweanedNo-Compassion, andwhen she conceivedandbore a son, he said:
9 ‘Call him Lo-Ammi – “Not-My-People”
for you, Israel, are not my people,
and I indeed am not your God.’
10Yet the number of the Israelites
will be as the sand of the sea,
which cannot bemeasured or counted,
and where they were told, ‘You are not my people,’
they will be called, ‘children of the living God.’
11The Judeans and the Israelites
will join together again,
will appoint for themselves one leader,
will return to their own land.
Great will be the day of Jezreel!

2
1 So call your brothers, My People,
and your sisters, Compassion.
2Accuse, accuse yourmother:
for she is not mywife,
and I will not be her husband.
Let her put her acts of infidelity out of her sight,
and her lovers from between her breasts,
3 else I will strip her bare,
expose her as she was on the day of her birth,
make her like the wilderness,
let her become like a parched land,
and let her die of thirst.
4And on her children I will have no pity,
since they are children of adultery,
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5 for their mother has become a prostitute,
she who conceived them has behaved shamefully.

She has said,
‘I will go after my lovers
who gavememy bread andmywater,
mywool, my flax, my oil, andmy drink.’
6That is why I am going to hedge up her ways with thorns,
and build a wall about her,
so that she cannot find her paths.
7 She will pursue her lovers,
but will not overtake them.
She will seek them,
but not find them.
In time she will say,
‘I will go back to my first husband,
I was better off then than now.’
8 She herself did not know
that it was I who gave her
the grain, the sweet wine, and the oil,
who lavished on her silver and gold –
that they used in worshipping Baal!
9 So I will take backmy grain at the harvest,
andmy sweet wine in its season.
I will withdrawmywool andmy flax,
given to cover her nakedness;
10and so I will strip her naked before her lovers,
and no one can deliver her out of my hand.
11 I will end all her celebrations,
her yearly feasts, her newmoons, and her sabbaths,
all her festivals.
12 I will lay waste her vines and her fig trees,
of which she says, ‘These are mywages
whichmy lovers have givenme.’
I will make them a thicket,
and the wild animals will eat them.
13 In this way I will punish her for the days of the Baals,
in which shemade offerings to them,
and decked herself with earrings and jewels,
and went after her lovers,
but forgot me,
– declares the LORD.
14 So I am going to court her,
bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.
15 I will give her from there her vineyards,
and the valley of Achor as a door of hope.
There she will respond as in the days of her youth,
as in the days when she came up from the land of Egypt.
16At that time, declares the LORD,
you will call me your husband,
and will nomore call me yourmaster.
17 I will remove the name of the Baals from hermouth,
their names never again uttered.
18On that day I will make for them a covenant
with the wild animals,
the birds of the sky,
and the creatures that crawl on the earth.
I will break the bow and the sword,
banish battle from the land,
and I will make them lie down in safety.
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19 I will take you for mywife forever,
I will take you for mywife in righteousness,
in justice, in kindness, and inmercy.
20 I will take you for mywife in faithfulness,
and you will know the LORD.
21On that day I will answer
– declares the LORD,
I will answer the empty skies,
and they will answer the dry earth.
22The earth will answer with grain,
and newwine and oil,
and they will answer Jezreel,
23and I will plant her in the land.
I will have compassion to No-Compassion,
I will say to Not-My-People, ‘You aremy people,’
and they will say, ‘You aremy God.’

3
1Then the LORD said tome, ‘Go again, show love to this woman, who is loved by another,

who commits adultery. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other
gods, and love the raisin cakes offered to idols.

2 So I redeemed her for fifteen pieces of silver and a homer and a lethek of barley.
3And I told her, ‘Youmust live withme formany days and youmust not sleep around or

marry another. And I will do the same for you.
4 And like this the Israelites will live for a long time without king and without prince,

without sacrifice and without pillar, without ephod andwithout teraphim.
5Yet afterward the Israelites will return, and seek the LORD their God and their Davidic

king, and in the days to come they will turn with awe to the LORD and his goodness.

4
The Lord’s case against Israel

1Hear the LORD’s message, Israelites,
for the LORD has brought charges against the inhabitants of the land,
for there is no fidelity, nor true love,
nor knowledge of God in the land,
2but cursing, lying, andmurder,
stealing, committing adultery, and deeds of violence,
and acts of bloodshed quickly follow each other.
3Therefore the landmourns,
all its inhabitants languish,
the wild animals and the birds of the skies,
even the fish of the sea are dying.
4Yet let no one bring charges,
let none accuse,
for your people are like those,
who bring charges against a priest*.
5You stumble by day,
and the prophet stumbles with you by night,
and I will destroy yourmother.
6My people are being destroyed for lack of knowledge;
because you have rejected knowledge
I reject you from being priest to me.
Since you have forgotten the teaching of your God,
I also will forget your children.
7Themore priests there are, the more they sin against me.
I will change their dignity to dishonour.
8They feed on the sin offerings of my people,
so they hunger after their guilt.

* 4:4Heb. uncertain.
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9Thus it comes to be, like people, like priest:
I will visit upon each punishment for their ways,
and their deeds I will repay them.
10They will eat and not be satisfied,
they will sleep around but stay childless,
because they have abandoned the LORD
to give themselves to
11prostitution.

Old and newwine take away the understanding.
12My own people ask counsel of a piece of wood!
A stick gives them advice!
For a spirit of prostitution has led them astray,
they commit adultery against their God.
13On the heights of themountains they sacrifice,
and on the hills they burn incense
under oaks and poplars and terebinths,
for their shade is so pleasant.
Therefore your daughters become cult prostitutes,
and your daughters-in-law commit adultery.
14 I will not punish your daughters for committing prostitution,
nor your daughters-in-law for adultery.
Yourmen visit prostitutes,
sacrifice with cult prostitutes.
So a people without understanding come to ruin!
15Though you commit adultery, Israel,
let not Judah become guilty.
Do not go to Gilgal,
do not go up to Beth-aven,
nor swear an oath, ‘As the LORD lives.’
16Like a wilful heifer,
Israel is stubborn.
Can the LORD now feed them
as he would a lamb in a broad pasture?
17Ephraim is wedded to idols.
Leave them alone!
18When their drinking is over
they sleep with the cult prostitutes,
their rulers love shameful ways.†
19Awindstormwill wrap them in its wings
and they will be ashamed of their sacrifices‡.

5
The guilt of priests and princes

1Hear this, priests!
Attend, Israelites!
Listen, royal family!
For you is the judgment:
a snare you have become at Mizpeh,
and a net spread out on Tabor,
2 the rebels are deep in slaughter,
but I will discipline all.
3 I know Ephraim,
Israel is not hidden fromme,
for you, Ephraim, have committed prostitution
and Israel is defiled.
4Their deeds do not permit them
to return to their God.
For the spirit of prostitution is within them,
† 4:18Heb. uncertain. ‡ 4:19 LXX: altars.
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they do not know the LORD.
5 Israel’s arrogance testifies against them,
Israel, even Ephraim, stumble in their sin,
and Judah also stumbles with them.
6With their sheep and their cattle
they will go to seek the LORD
but they will not find him,
he has withdrawn from them,
7 for they have been untrue to the LORD,
their children are strangers.
Their newmoon festivals will soon destroy them and their fields.
8Blow the trumpet in Gibeah,
the clarion in Ramah!
Raise the alarm in Beth-aven:
we are with you, Benjamin!*
9Ephraimwill become a desolation
in the day of punishment,
concerning the tribes of Israel
I make knownwhat is certain.
10The princes of Israel have become
like thieves whomove boundary stones.
On them I will pour out mywrath like a flood.
11Ephraimwill be oppressed, crushed by judgment,
for they are determined to go after vanity†.
12 So I am like amoth to Ephraim,
like rottenness to the house of Judah.
13For when Ephraim saw their sickness
and Israel their wound,
Ephraim turned to Assyria,
to its patron king.
But he cannot heal you
nor relieve you of your wound.
14For I myself will be like a lion to Ephraim,
like a young lion to the house of Judah.
I, yes I, will rend and gomyway,
I will carry off and none will rescue.

The lack of repentance and reform
15 I will return to my place,
until in remorse they seekmy presence.
When they are in distress they will quickly seekme,

6
1 saying, ‘Come let us return to the LORD,
for he has torn us
but he will heal us,
he has injured us
but he will bandage our wounds,
2he will revive in a couple of days,
on the third day he will raise us up again,
to live in his presence.
3Let us know, let us eagerly seek to know the LORD.
His coming is as sure as the sunrise.
He will come to us like the winter rain,
as the spring rain that waters the earth.’
4What can I make of you, Ephraim!
What can I make of you, Judah!
Your love is like amorning cloud,

* 5:8 LXX: make Benjamin tremble † 5:11 So LXX. Heb. uncertain.
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like the dewwhich early goes away.
5That is why I have hewn them by the prophets,
I have slain them by the words of mymouth.
My judgment is like the light that goes forth,
6 for it is love that I delight in and not sacrifice,
and knowledge of God and not burnt offerings.
7But they after themanner of men have transgressed the covenant,
there they have playedme false.
8Gilead is a city of evildoers,
tracked with bloody footprints,
9and as bandits lie in wait for a man,
so a band of priests murder on the way to Shechem.
How terrible is the evil they do!
10 In Bethel I have seen a horrible thing.
There Ephraim plays the prostitute,
Israel is defiled.
11 Judah for you also a harvest is set.

When I would restore the fortunes of my people,

7
1when I would heal Israel,
then Ephrain’s guilt is revealed,
and Samaria’s crimes are seen,
how they practise fraud
and the thief enters in,
while outside bandits plunder.
2But it never crosses their minds
that I remember their wickedness.
Now their misdeeds surround them,
they are always before my face.
3Their wickedness amuses the king,
and their lying gladdens the princes,
4 since they are all of them adulterers.
Their desire to do evil
burns like an oven heated by the baker,
so hot that he need not stir the fire,
from the kneading of the dough, until it rises.
5On our king’s festival day,
the princes are flushed with fever fromwine.
He stretched forth his handwith the contemptuous*,
6 for like an oven their heart burns with treachery,
all night their anger smoulders,
in themorning it blazes into a flame of fire.
7All of them glow like an oven,
they devour their rulers.
All their kings have fallen.
There is none among themwho calls to me.

Evidence of the nation’s iniquity
8Ephraim – he lets himself be mixed among the peoples,
Ephraim – he has become a cake unturned.
9 Strangers have devoured his strength, but he does not know it.
His hair is sprinkled with grey, but he does not notice.
10 Israel’s arrogance testifies against them
yet they do not return to the LORD their God,
and in all this they do not seek him.
11Ephraim is like a simple, silly dove:
to Egypt they call, after Assyria they go,

* 7:5Heb. uncertain
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12wherever they turn I will spreadmy net over them,
like birds of the sky I will bring them down,
I will catch themwhen I hear them gathering.
13Woe to them, for they have strayed fromme!
Destruction to them, for they have been untrue to me.

Although it was I who redeemed them,
they speak lies about me.
14They have never cried to mewith their hearts,
but they are always wailing on their beds.
They gather to beg for corn and newwine,
but they turn away fromme.
15Although it was I who trained and strengthened their arms,
concerningme they plan only evil.
16They turn away from theMost High†.
They have become like a bow that swerves.
Their princes will fall by the sword,
because of the insolence of their tongues.
The land of Egypt will mock them.

8
1Put the horn to yourmouth!
An eagle swoops down upon the house of the LORD*
because they have transgressedmy covenant,
trespassed against my law.
2Tome they continually cry,
‘My God, we Israel, we know you!’
3But Israel has spurned that which is good,
so let the foe pursue him.

The Lord’s rejection of Israel’s rulers and idols
4They themselves havemade kings
but without my consent.
They havemade princes
but without my knowledge.
Out of their silver and gold,
they havemade idols to their destruction!
5Your calf idol, O Samaria, is distasteful.
My anger is kindled against them.
How long will they escape punishment?
6 Israel made the thing:
a workmanmade it.
It is not a god!
Samaria’s calf will becomemere splinters.
7They sow the wind andwill reap the whirlwind.
A shoot which has no stalk, yields no fruit
If it should yield, strangers would devour it.
8 Israel is devoured.
Already it lies discarded among the nations
like a worthless pot.
9For by themselves they have gone up to Assyria
like a wild donkey which wanders by itself.
Ephraim pays for love
10but even if they sell themselves among the nations,
I will round them up.
Soon the kings and princes will writhe under the burden of tribute!
11For as many altars as Ephraim has erected,
they are to him altars for sinning,
12were I to write for him ever somany instructions,

† 7:16Heb. uncertain. * 8:1Heb. uncertain
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they would be regarded as from a stranger.
13The people love sacrifice, and so they offer sacrifices,
meat, and so they eat it,
although the LORD is not pleased with them,
so now hewill remember their guilt,
and punish their sins.
Back to Egypt with them!
14For Israel forgot his Maker and built palaces,
and Judahmultiplied fortified cities.
But I will send fire upon her cities,
and it will devour her strongholds.

9
The horrors of the coming exile

1Rejoice not too loudly, Israel,
like the nations,
for you have commited adultery,
being untrue to your God.
You have loved a prostitute’s wages
on every threshing floor.
2Threshing floor and wine vat won’t feed them,
the newwine will fail them.
3They will not stay in the LORD’s land,
but Ephraimwill return to Egypt,
and in Assyria they will eat what is unclean.
4They will not pour out libations of wine to the LORD,
nor please himwith their sacrifices.
Their bread will be like the bread of mourners:
all who eat it will defile themselves.
For their bread will be only for their hunger,
it will not come into the LORD’s temple.
5What will you do on the day of the festival?
Or on the day of the LORD’s feast?
6Even if they flee from destruction,
Egypt will gather them,
Memphis will bury them.
Nettles will take possession of their treasure of silver,
thorns will push into their tents.
7The days of punishment are come,
the days of recompense are at hand,
as soon the Israelites will know!
‘The prophet is a fool,
the inspiredman is ravingmad!’
It is because of the greatness of your iniquity
and the greatness of your hatred.
8Ephraim acts the spy withmy God,
a prophet finds the snares of a fowler are in all his ways.
In the house of his God they lay hostile plots,
9 they commit crimes as in the days of Gibeah,
God will remember their iniquity.
He will punish their sin.

Israel’s corruption
10 I found Israel
like finding grapes in the wilderness.
I saw your ancestors
like they were the first fruit on a fig tree,
but as soon as they came to Baal-peor,
they consecrated themselves to shamefulness,
and became as abominable as the object of their love.



Hosea 9:11 137 Hosea 10:7

11Ephraim – like a bird his glory flies away.
There will be nomore birth,
nomoremotherhood,
nomore conception.
12Even though they bring up their children,
I will bereave them until not one is left.
Woe to themwhen I turn away from them!

13Ephraim – planted like Tyre in ameadow*,
But Ephraim toomust lead forth their children to slaughter.
14Give them, LORD –what will you give?
Give them amiscarrying womb and shrivelled up breasts!
15All their evil began in Gilgal,
there I learned to hate them.
Because of the evil of their deeds
I will drive them out of my house.
I will no longer love them,
for all their princes are rebels.
16Ephraim is blighted,
their root withered.
If they do bear children,
I will slay the darlings of their womb,
17My Godwill reject them
because they have not listened to him,
and they will becomewanderers among the nations.

10
1A luxuriant vine is Israel.
He bore fruit lavishly.
In proportion to the increase of his fruit
he increased altars to idols.
In proportion to the beauty of his land
hemade beautiful the sacred pillars.
2Their heart is false,
now theymust be punished.
God himself will break the necks of their altars,
he will destroy their sacred pillars.
3Yes, soon they will be saying,
‘We have no king,
for we have not revered the LORD,
and a king, what could he do for us anyway?’
4 Speaking words, perjuring themselves, making agreements,
and litigation springs up like a poisonous weed in a ploughed field.
5The inhabitants of Samaria will tremble with fear
for their calf of Beth-aven.
Its people will mourn over it,
and so will its priests,
who had rejoiced for its glory,
now departed from it.
6 It will be carried off to Assyria
as a present to the patron king.
Disgrace will Ephraim bear
and Israel will be ashamed of its idol.
7As for Samaria, her king will disappear,
like foam on the face of the waters.

* 9:13Heb. uncertain. LXX: as I have seen, his sons are destined to be a prey
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8And the high places of Aven will be destroyed,
the shrines of Israel’s sin,
thorns and thistles will grow on their altars,
and they will say to themountains, ‘Cover us,’
and to the hills, ‘Fall upon us.’

What a nation sows, it will reap
9From the time of Gibeah, Israel has sinned.
There they took their stand.
Will not war overtake them in Gibeah
because of the wicked?
10When I please, I will punish them.
Nations will gather against them
to chain them for their double crimes.

11Ephraim indeed was a trained heifer that loved to thresh grain,
and I myself laid a yoke upon his fair neck*,
I made Ephraim draw and Judahmust plough,
Jacobmust turn the soil for himself.
12 Sow for yourselves righteousness,
reap the fruits of love.
Break up your fallow ground,
for it is time to seek the LORD,
so righteousness may come to you†.
13But you have ploughed wickedness,
iniquity have you reaped.
You have eaten the fruit of lies.

Because you have trusted in your own path‡,
in themultitude of your warriors,
14 the alarm of war will sound in your cities
and all your fortresses will be ruined,
as Shalman laid in ruins Beth-arbel in the day of battle,
whenmothers were dashed to pieces over their children.
15Thus will I do to you, Bethel,
because of the enormity of your wickedness.
When dawn breaks, so will the king of Israel be broken.

11
The Lord’s love for his faithless people

1When Israel was young, then I began to love him,
and out of Egypt I calledmy son.
2Themore I called them,
the further they went away fromme.
They kept sacrificing to Baals
andmaking offerings to idols.

3Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk,
taking them up inmy arms,
but they did not know that I healed them.
4With humane cords I ever drew them,
with bands of love.
I was to them as one who lifts up the yoke from off their jaws,
and bending toward them, I gave them food to eat.

5No! They return to the land of Egypt,
Assyria will be their king,
for they have refused to return to me.
6Therefore the swords will whirl in their cities,
will devour in their fortresses*.

* 10:11Heb. uncertain. † 10:12Heb. uncertain ‡ 10:13 LXX: chariots * 11:6Heb. uncertain
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7Formy people are bent in rebellion against me,
even if they call on theMost High he will not raise them†.
8How can I give you up, Ephraim!
Give you over, Israel!
How am I to give you up as Admah!
Make you like Zeboim!
My heart asserts itself,
my sympathies are all aglow.
9 I will not carry into effect the fierceness of my anger,
I will not turn to destroy Ephraim,
for God am I, and not man,
holy in themidst of you,
therefore I will not consume.
10They will follow after the LORD.
Like a lion he will roar,
and when he roars
his children will come trembling from the west.
11They will come trembling like the birds from Egypt,
like doves from the land of Assyria.
And I will bring them back to their houses,
– declares the LORD.

Israel’s faithlessness from the first
12Ephraim has encompassedmewith falsehood,
and the house of Israel with deceit.
But Judah still wanders with God
faithful to the Holy One‡.

12
1Ephraim herds the wind and hunts the sirocco.
All day long they heap up falsehood and fraud,
make a treaty with Assyria,
and sends tribute of olive oil to Egypt.
2The LORD has a charge to bring against Israel,
to punish Jacob for his acts,
according to his deeds will he requite him,
3 In the womb he supplanted his brother,
in manhood he wrestled with God,
4Hewrestled with the angel and prevailed,
he wept and sought his blessing.
At Bethel the LORD found him,
and there he spoke with us.
5And the LORD is the God of hosts,
the LORD is his name!
6 So now, by the help of your God, return.
Keep true love and justice.
Trust in your Godwithout ceasing.
7Amerchant uses false scales:
They love to defraud.
8Ephraim says, ‘Yes, I have become rich,
I have secured wealth for myself.
But despite my gains
no one will find a crime I can be convicted of!’
9 I am the LORD your God,
ever since the land of Egypt.
I will make you again dwell in tents,
as in days of old.

† 11:7Heb. uncertain. ‡ 11:12Heb. uncertain. Or “Judah is still restless against God”
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10 I spoke continually by the prophets.
It was I whomultiplied visions,
and spoke in parables through the prophets.
11 In Gilead is iniquity,
they will come to nothing.
In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls,
so their altars will be as stone heaps,
among the furrows of the field.
12And Jacob fled to the territory of Aram,
and Israel worked to earn a wife:
for a wife he herded sheep.
13The LORD brought Israel up from Egypt by a prophet,
and by a prophet Israel was guarded.
14Ephraim has given bitter provocation.
His Lord will leave upon him his guilt of bloodshed,
and for his contempt he will repay him.

13
The Lord’s final destruction of the guilty nation

1When Ephraim used to speak there was trembling;
a prince was he in Israel.
But he incurred guilt through Baal and died.
2And now they go on sinning.
Theymake for themselves molten gods –
idols of silver, skilfully made,
wholly the work of smiths.
Yet to such they sacrifice!
And they who sacrifice kiss calf idols*!
3Therefore they will be like themorningmist,
like the dew that early disappears,
like the chaffwhich blows away from the threshing floor,
like the smoke from the window.
4Yet it was I, the LORD your God,
ever since the land of Egypt,
you know no other god but me,
nor has there been any saviour except me.
5 It was I who shepherded you in the wilderness,
in the land of burning heat.
6When they were pastured
they became full,
when they were full
their hearts became proud.
Therefore they forgot me!
7 So now I will be to them like a lion,
like a leopard will I lay in wait by the path.
8 I will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs,
I will tear open their chests,
like a lion will devour them,
and like a wild beast will tear them in pieces.
9You are destroyed, Israel,
byme, your only helper.
10 I want to rule you!
Where are your princes in your cities,
those of whom you demanded,

* 13:2Heb. uncertain
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‘Giveme kings and princes.’
11 I give you kings inmy anger,
and take them away inmywrath.
12Ephrahn’s iniquity is gathered up,
his sin is laid by in store.
13The pangs of childbirth come upon him,
but he is an unwise child.
For this is no time to refuse to leave the womb!
14 Should I deliver them from the power of Sheol?
Should I redeem them from death?
Death, where are your plagues?
Sheol, where is your pestilence?
Compassion is forever hidden frommy eyes.
15Though he is flourishing among his brothers†,
there will come an east wind,
the LORD’s wind,
coming up from the wilderness.
His fountain will dry up,
his spring will be parched.
The wind will strip the treasury,
all the precious things.
16 Samaria will bear her guilt,
for she has rebelled against her God.
They will fall by the sword,
their children dashed to pieces,
their pregnant women ripped open.

14
Words of exhortation and promise

1Return, Israel, to the LORD your God,
for you have stumbled in your iniquity.
2Take words of repentance with you,
and return to the LORD your God.

Say to him:
Wholly pardon our iniquity,
accept that which is good,
instead of sacrificing bulls,
we offer our praise.
3Assyria will not save us,
nor Egyptian warhorses,
and wewill nomore call
the work of our hands our gods.
For in you orphan Israel findsmercy.
4 ‘I will heal their apostasy,
I will love them freely,
now that my anger is turned away from them,
5 I will be as dew to Israel.
He will blossom like the lily,
he will plant his roots like the cedars of Lebanon,
6his saplings will spread out,
his beauty will be like that of the olive tree,
his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon.
7People will return and dwell in my shade,
they will bring life to new grain.

† 13:15Or: in themidst of the reeds
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They will sprout like the vine,
and their renownwill be like that of the wine of Lebanon.
8Ephraim –what have I to do with idols!
It is I the LORD who respond to him and look after him.
I am like an evergreen cypress,
fromme is your fruit found.
9Whoever is wise,
let him discern these things,
prudent, let him perceive them;
For the LORD’s ways are straight,
and the righteous walk in them,
but the wicked stumble in them.
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Joel
1

1The LORD’s message that came to Joel, son of Pethuel.
Locust plague and drought

2Hear this, elders,
pay attention, all inhabitants of the land.

Has anything like this happened in your days,
or in the days of your ancestors?

3Recount it to your children;
let your children tell it to their children,
and their children to the generation that follows.

4That which the cutting locust has left,
the swarming locust has eaten,

that which the swarming locust has left,
the hopping locust has eaten,

and that which the hopping locust has left,
the destroying locust has eaten.

5Awake, drunkards, and weep,
and wail, all drinkers of wine;
the newwine is cut off from yourmouth.

6For a nation has come up onmy land,
powerful, and numberless;

its teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and its jaw-teeth are like those of a lioness.

7 It has laid waste my vines,
and barkedmy fig tree;

it has peeled and cast it away,
bleached are the branches.

8Wail as a bride, clad in sack-cloth,
for the husband of her youth.

9Cut off are the cereal and drink-offerings
from the house of the LORD;

in mourning are the priests,
whominister at the LORD’s altar.

10The fields are blasted,
the land is in mourning,

for ruined is the corn,
the newwine fails
and the oil is dried up.

11Be dismayed, farmers;
wail, vine-dressers.

For the wheat and the barley;
for the harvest is lost from the fields.

12The vine fails to bear fruit,
and the fig tree is drooping;

the pomegranate, palm, and apple,
all the trees of the field are dried up.

The people’s joy withers.

13Put on sackcloth, and beat your breasts, priests;
wail, ministers of the altar;
come, lie all night in sack-cloth, ministers of God;

for cereal-offering and drink-offering
are cut off from the house of your God.

14 Sanctify a fast,
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summon an assembly,
gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land

into the house of the LORD your God,
cry to the LORD:

15Alas for the day!
Near at hand is the day of the LORD,

and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.

16 Is not food cut off
from before us,

gladness and joy
from the house of our God?

17The grains shrivel under their hoes,
the storehouses are desolate,
the barns broken down,
for the corn is withered.

18How the herds of cattle bellow in distress,
for they have no pasture!

The flocks of sheep are forlorn.

19To you, the LORD, I cry.
For fire has devoured

the pastures of the wilderness,
and flame has scorched
all the trees of the field.

20The wild animals also look up to you longingly,
for the water-courses are dried up,
and fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

2
1Blow a horn in Zion,

sound an alarm inmy holy mountain,
let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,

for the day of the LORD comes,
for near is
2 the day of darkness and gloom,
the day of cloud and thick darkness!

Like the light of dawn scattered over themountains,
a people great and powerful;

its like has not been from of old,
neither will be anymore after it,
even to the years of coming ages.

3Before them the fire devours,
and behind them a flame burns;

like the garden of Eden is the land before them,
and after them it is a desolate desert,

nothing escapes them.

4Their appearance is as the appearance of horses,
and like horsemen they charge.

5Like the sound of chariots on the tops of themountains they leap,
like the crackle of flames devouring stubble,

like amighty people preparing for battle.

6Peoples are in anguish before them,
all faces grow pale.

7Likemighty men they run,
like warriors theymount up a wall,

theymarch each by himself,
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they break not their ranks,
8none jostles the other.

Theymarch each in his path.
They fall upon the weapons without breaking.

9They scour the city, they run on the wall.
They climb up into the houses.

Like a thief they enter the windows.

10Earth trembles before them,
the sky quakes,

the sun andmoon become dark,
and the stars withdraw their shining;

11and the LORD utters his voice before his army,
for his host is exceedingly great.

Mighty is he who performs his word.
For great is the day of the LORD,

it is terrible, who can endure it?

12But now this is the message of the LORD:
Turn tomewith all your heart,

and with fasting and weeping andmourning,
13 rend your hearts and not your garments,

and turn to the LORD your God;
for he indeed is gracious andmerciful,

slow to anger and plenteous in love,
and relents of the evil.
14Who knows but he will turn and relent,

and leave a blessing behind him,
a cereal and drink-offering for the LORD your God.

15Blow a horn in Zion,
sanctify a fast, summon an assembly,

16 gather the people, make holy the congregation,
assemble the elders,

gather the children,
and the infants at the breast.

Let the bridegroom come forth from his chamber,
and the bride from her bridal tent.

17Between the porch and the altar,
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD weep aloud,
let them say:

Spare, the LORD, your people.
Make not your heritage an object of reproach,
for the heathen tomock them.
Why should it be said among the nations, “Where is their God?”
Future blessings

18Then the LORD became deeply concerned for his land, and took pity upon his people,
19and the LORD answered and said to his people:

I will send you corn, wine, and oil.
You will be satisfied.

I will not make you again
an object of scorn among the nations,

20 I will remove far from you the northern foe,
and I will drive it into a land barren and desolate,

its front into the eastern sea,
and its rear to the western sea.

And from it a stench will arise.

He has done great things!
21Fear not, land, exult.
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Rejoice for the LORD has done great things!
22Fear not, animals of the field.

For the pastures of the wilderness are putting forth new grass,
for the trees bear their fruit,

fig tree and vine yield full harvest.
23Be glad, then, children of Zion,

and rejoice in the LORD your God,
for he has given you the early rain in just measure,

and poured down upon you the winter rain,
and sent the latter rain as before.
24The threshing floors will be full of grain,

and the vats will overflowwith newwine and oil.

25 I will repay you for the years
which the swarming locust has eaten.

The hopping, the destroying, and the cutting locusts,
my great armywhich I sent among you,
andmy people will never again be put to shame.

26Youwill eat your food and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the LORD your God,

who has dealt so wonderfully by you,
27and youwill know that I am in themidst of Israel,

that I am the LORD your God and none else,
andmy people will never again be put to shame.

28Afterwards,
I will pour out my spirit on everyone.

Your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
your old menwill dream dreams.

Your youngmenwill see visions,
29and even on yourmale and female slaves

in those days, I will pour out my spirit.

30And I will show signs in the sky and on earth:
Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.

31The sunwill be turned into darkness,
and themoon into blood

before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.
32Butwhoeverwill call upon the name of the LORDwill be saved. For inMount Zion and

in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, even as the LORD has said, and among the
fugitives those whom the LORD calls.

3
1 For, in those days and in that time, when I bring back again the captivity of Judah and

Jerusalem,
2 I will also gather all the nations and bring them down into the Valley of Jehoshaphat,

and there Iwill enter into judgmentwith themformypeople andmyheritage Israel,whom
they have scattered among the nations, and dividedmy land.
3They have cast lots for my people.
They have traded boys

for prostitutes,
and sold girls for wine,

and drunk it.
4What are you tome, Tyre and Sidon and all the districts of Philistia? Were you repaying

any deed of mine, or were you doing something for me? Quickly will I return your deed
upon your heads.

5 You who have taken my silver and my gold, and you have brought my goodly jewels
into your palaces,

6 you have sold the people of Judah and of Jerusalem to the Greeks, so that you might
remove them far from their own borders.

7 I am about to stir them up from the place to which you have sold them, and I will turn
your deeds upon your own head.
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8 I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hands of the people of Judah, and they
will sell them to the Sabeans, to a nation far off, for the LORD has spoken.
9Proclaim this among the nations, sanctify war.
Arouse the warriors,

let all the fightingmenmuster and go up.
10Beat your ploughshares into swords,

and your pruning-hooks into lances;
let the weak say, I, indeed, am strong.
11Bestir yourselves and come,

all you nations round about.
Quickly gather yourselves together,

ask the LORD to bring his warriors.
12Let the nations rouse themselves

and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat,
for there will I sit to judge

all the surrounding nations.
13Put in the sickle,

for the harvest is ripe;
go in, tread,

for the wine press is full.
The vats overflow,

for great is their wickedness.
14Noisy multitudes, noisy multitudes

in the valley of decision.
For near is the LORD’s day in the valley of decision!
15 Sun andmoon have turned dark,

and the stars withdrawn their shining.
16Whenever the LORD roars from Zion

and utters his voice from Jerusalem,
earth and sky quake;
but the LORD is a refuge to his people,

and a fortress to the people of Israel.
17And youwill know that I am the LORD your God,

I who dwells in Zion, my holy mountain,
and Jerusalemwill be holy,

and strangers will not pass through her anymore.
18 In that day,

the mountains will drop sweet wine,
the hills will flowwithmilk,

all the channels of Judah will flowwith water,
a fountain will spring from the house of Judah,

and will water the Valley of Shittim.
19Egypt will become a desolation,

and Edom awilderness,
because of the violence done to the people of Judah,

because they shed innocent blood in their land,
20 Judah will remain inhabited forever,

and Jerusalem from generation to generation.
21 I will avenge their blood which I have not yet avenged.

The LORD lives in Zion!
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Amos
1 The message of Amos, one of the sheep breeders of Tekoa, which he saw concerning

Israel in the reign of King Uzziah of Judah, and in the reign of Jeroboam the son of King
Joash of Israel, two years before the earthquake.

2Amos said:
Whenever the LORD roars from Zion,
and utters his voice from Jerusalem,
the pastures of the shepherds dry up,
the top of Carmel becomes arid.

God’s Judgment on Israel’s Neighbours
3The LORD says:

For Damascus’ three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They have threshed Gilead
with threshing instruments of iron.
4Therefore I will send fire on Hazael’s house,
it will devour the palaces of Ben-hadad.
5 I will break open the gate of Damascus,
I will wipe out those who live in the valley of Aven
and the sceptred ruler of Beth-Eden.
The people of Aramwill go into captivity in Kir,
says the LORD.

6The LORD says:

For Gaza’s three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They carried away captive a whole nation,
sold them as slaves to Edom.
7Therefore I will send fire on the wall of Gaza,
and it will devour her palaces.
8And I will wipe out those who live in Ashdod,
and the sceptred ruler of Askelon.
I will turnmy hand against Ekron,
and the remnant of the Philistines will perish,
says the LORD.

9The LORD says:

For Tyre’s three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They carried away captive a whole people into exile in Edom,
and did not remember the brotherly covenant.
10 So I will send fire on the walls of Tyre.
It will devour her palaces.

11The LORD says:

For Edom’s three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They pursued their relatives with the sword,
stilled their pity,
cherished their anger continually,
retained their fury forever.
12 So I will send a fire into Teman.
It will destroy the palaces of Bozrah.

13The LORD says:
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For Ammonites’ three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They have ripped open pregnant women in Gilead,
in their lust for land.
14 So I will kindle a fire on the wall of Rabbah.
It will destroy her palaces,
with a war-cry in the day of battle,
with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind.
15Their king will go into exile,
he and his nobles together,
says the LORD.

2
1The LORD says:

For Moab’s three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They have burned to lime the bones of the king of Edom,
2 to desecrate the dead.
So I will send a fire into Moab.
It will devour the palaces of Kirioth,
with a war-cry,
with the sound of trumpets.
3 I will kill the ruler,
all his nobles I will slay with him,
says the LORD.

4The LORD says:

For Judah’s three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They have rejected the law of the LORD
and have not kept his statutes.
Instead their false gods their ancestors followed,
have led them astray.
5 So I will send a fire on Judah.
It will devour the palaces of Jerusalem.

God’s Judgment on Israel
6The LORD says:
For Israel’s three crimes – no, four! –
I will not rescindmy judgment.
They sell the righteous for money,
the needy for a pair of shoes.
7They trample on the head of the poor,
push the humble out of the way.
Father and son go to the same temple girl,
and so profanemy holy name.
8They stretch themselves
on garments taken in pledges beside every altar,
and they drink the wine
of those who have been fined in the house of their God.

9 It was I who destroyed the Amorites for your sake,
whose height was like that of the cedars,
as strong as oaks.
I destroyed their fruit from above
and their roots from below.

10 It was I who brought you up from the land of Egypt,
led you forty years in the wilderness,
brought you here to possess the land of the Amorites.
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11 I raised up some of your sons to be prophets
some of your youths to be Nazirites.
Is not this indeed so, Israelites?
says the LORD.
12But youmade the Nazirites drink wine
and banned the prophets from prophesying.
13Listen!
It is I who will make you groan in your places,
as a wagon groans under its load of grain.
14Then flight will fail the swift,
and the strength of the strongest will be useless.
The warrior will not save his life,
15 the archer will not stand firm,
the swift of foot will not escape,
the horsemanwill not save his life.
16The bravest of warriors
will flee away naked in that day,
says the LORD.

3
AWarning to Israel

1Listen to this message, Israelites,
which the LORD has spoken against you,
against the whole nation that I brought out of Egypt:
2You alone have I cared for of all the nations of the world,
this is why I will punish you for your crimes.
3Do twowalk together
unless they agreed to meet?
4Does a lion roar in the forest
when there is no prey for him?
Does a young lion cry out in his den
unless he has caught something?
5Does a bird swoop down into a trap
if no bait is set for it?
Does a trap spring up from the ground
if nothing sets it off?
6Can a trumpet be blown in a city
and the people not tremble?
Can disaster strike a city
and the LORD not have caused it?
7 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing
without revealing his purpose to his servants the prophets.
8The lion has roared; who does not fear?
The Lord GOD has spoken; whowill not prophesy?
9Proclaim over the palaces in Ashdod,
and over the palaces in the land of Egypt:
Gather upon themountain of Samaria,
and see the violent turmoil,
the acts of oppression in her midst.
10For they do not know how to do right.
They are heaping up violence
and oppression in their palaces,
says the LORD.
11Therefore the Lord GOD says:

An enemywill surround the land,
he will strip your strength from you.
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and your palaces will be looted.

12The LORD says:

Just as a shepherd rescues from the jaws of a lion
two shinbones or a piece of an ear,
so the Israelites living in Sameria will be rescued –
with the corner of a couch,
and the damask of a divan!

13Listen and testify against the house of Jacob,
says the Lord GOD, the God of hosts.
14On the day when I punish Israel for their crimes,
I will also visit in judgment the altars of Bethel,
the horns of the altar will be hacked off,
and they will fall to the ground.
15 I will destroy the winter houses
together with the summer houses
and the houses of ivory will perish.
Many great houses will be swept away,
says the LORD.

4
1Listen to this message, women of Sameria,
you well-fed cows of Bashan,
who oppress the poor and crush the needy,
who say to your husbands, ‘Bring us another drink!’

2The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness:
The time is coming when youwill be carried away in baskets,
your children carried away in fish-baskets,
3and through the breaches in the city wall you will go,
thrown out on the garbage dump,
says the LORD.

4Come to Bethel and transgress,
at Gilgald increase your transgression.
Bring your sacrifices in themorning,
every third day your tithes!

5Burn some leavened bread as a thank-offering,
proclaim aloud your voluntary offerings,
for you love to do this, Israelites!
says the Lord GOD.

6But it was I who gave to you
empty stomachs in all your cities,
and lack of bread in all your towns,
yet you have not returned to me,
says the LORD.

7 It was I whowithheld from you the rain,
sending rain on one city,
while on another I allowed no rain.
One field received rain,
while a field without rain withered.
8People from two or three cities
ranged as far as another city
for drinking water,
and still they did not have enough,
yet you did not return to me,
says the LORD.
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9 I struck you with blight andmildew,
I laid waste your gardens and vineyards.
The swarming locust devoured your fig and your olive trees,
yet you did not return to me,
says the LORD.

10 I sent plague among you like the plagues of Egypt,
I slew your youths with the sword, your horses raided away,
I caused the stench of your camps to rise in your nostrils,
yet you did not return to me,
says the LORD.

11 I wrought a destruction among you,
as God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.
You were like a stick snatched from the fire,
yet you did not return to me,
says the LORD.

12Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel,
and because I am about to do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, Israel.

13He is here!
He who forms themountains,
creates the wind,
declares to his thoughts to mortals,
makes dawn and darkness,
treads upon the heights of the earth,
the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name!

5
A Funeral Song for Israel

1Listen to the words of the funeral song
I am singing for you, Israel:
2Fallen, nomore to rise, is the virgin Israel!
Hurled down upon her own soil she lies,
with no one to lift her up!

3For the Lord GOD says this:
The city that marches out with a thousand soldiers
has only a hundred left,
and the one that marches out with a hundred
has only ten left.

4For the LORD says this to Israel:
Seekme and live,
5But do not seek Bethel,
do not enter Gilgal,
do not go over to Beer-sheba.
For Gilgal will enter exile,
and Bethel will go to destruction.

6 Seek the LORD and live,
or he will cast fire on the house of Joseph,
and it will devour
and there will be no one to quench it for Bethel.

7Youwho turn judgment to bitter wormwood,
and cast righteousness into the dirt:

8Hewhomade the Pleiades and Orion,
who turns deep darkness into dawn,
who darkens day again into night,
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who summons the waters of the sea,
and pours them out on the earth’s surface,
the LORD is his name!
9He causes destruction to burst over the strong.
He brings devastation on the fortress.

10Youwho hate the arbiters at the city gate,
and abhor anyone who speaks the truth:

11Because you trample on the weak,
and tax their grain,
although you have built houses of hewn stone,
you will not live in them,
although you have planted charming vineyards,
you will not drink their wine.
12For I know howmany are your crimes,
and how great are your sins!
You persecutors of the righteous, takers of bribes!
You deny the poor their justice at the city gate.

13 It would be wise to keep quiet in such an evil time.

14 Seek good and not evil,
that youmay live,
so the LORD, God of hosts,
may be with you, as you have claimed he is.

15Hate evil and love good,
establish justice at the city gate.
Perhaps the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to a surviving remnant of Joseph.

16Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, says:
In all the public squares there will be wailing,
in every street the sound of mourning.
They will summon the farmers to mourning,
and professional mourners to wailing.
17 In all vineyards there will be lamenting,
when I pass through yourmidst,
says the LORD.

18Fools who long for the day of the LORD!
What does the day of the LORDmean to you?
It is darkness, and not light.
19 It is as when one flees from a lion,
and is attacked by a bear,
as when one reaches home, leans his hand on the wall,
and a snake bites him.
20Won’t the LORD’s day be darkness and not light,
murky darkness without a ray of light in it?

21 I hate, I despise your feasts,
I will not smell the savour of your festivals,
22 I will not be pleased with your burnt offerings,
your grain offerings,
I will not accept the peace offerings
of your fattened calves.
23 Spareme the noise of your songs,
I will not listen to themelody of your lyres.
24But let justice roll on as a flood of waters,
and righteousness like an unfailing stream.

25Was it only sacrifices and grain offerings
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you brought me
during the forty years in the wilderness, Israel?
26But now youwill lift up your “king” Sikkuth
and “star god” Kiyyun,
your idols which you havemade for yourselves,
27as I drive you into exile beyond Damascus,
says the LORD, whose name is the God of hosts.

6
The Destruction of Israel

1 Sorrow awaits who are carefree in Zion,
overconfident on themountain of Samaria!
The elite of this, the best of nations,
on whom the people of Israel rest their hopes!
2You say to the people:
Cross over to Calneh and see,
go from there to Hamath the great,
then go down to Gath of the Philistines:
Are they better than these kingdoms?
Is their territory larger than yours?
3You push away all thoughts of the evil day,
yet have instituted a rule of violence.
4They lie on ivory couches,
sprawl on their divans,
eat choice lambs from the flock,
and fattened calves from the stall.
5They idly sing to the sound of the lyre,
thinking themselves songwriters like David,
6 they drink bowlfuls of wine,
and anoint themselves with the finest of oil.
But they do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.
7Therefore now theymust go into exile
at the head of the captives,
and hushed will be the revelry of the sprawlers.
8The Lord GOD,
the LORD, the God of hosts, has sworn by himself:
I abhor the pride of Jacob,
I hate his palaces,
therefore I will deliver up the city
and all that is in it to their enemies.

9 If ten people remain in one house, then they will die.
10When the uncle and another member of the family of a dead man come to carry the

body out of the house for burial, they will call to someone in a corner of the house, “Any
more there?” and he will answer, “No”, and then he will add, “Be quiet!” – for the name of
the LORDmust not bementioned.
11Look! The LORD is giving the command!
He will smash the large house to bits,
the small house into fragments.
12Do horses gallop on crags?
Does one plough the sea with oxen?
Yet you turn justice into poison weed,
and the fruit of righteousness into bitter wormwood.
13Youwho are so proud
of capturing Lo-debar,
who say, “Have we not by our own strength
taken Karnaim for ourselves?”
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14 I am now raising up against you,
Israel, a nation,
says the LORD, the God of hosts.
They will oppress you,
from the entrance of Hamath
to the brook of the Arabah.

7
AVision of Locusts

1 This is what the Lord GOD showed me: he was forming a swarm of locusts, when the
late spring grass began to come up after the king’s share had been harvested.

2Andwhen they had finished devouring all the land’s vegetation, I said:
‘Lord GOD, forgive, I beg you!
How can Jacob survive,
for he is so helpless?’

3The LORD relented. This will not happen,’ said the LORD.

AVision of Fire
4This iswhat he showedme: the LordGODwas giving command to execute judgment by

fire. It burned up the great deep, and had begun to devour the fields, and I said:
5 ‘Lord GOD, forgive, I beg you!
How can Jacob survive,
for he is so helpless?’

6The LORD relented. ‘This will not happen either,’ said the LORD.
AVision of a Plumb Line

7This is what the Lord GOD showedme: the Lordwas standing beside awall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.

8And the LORD said to me,
‘What do you see, Amos?’
And I answered,

‘A plumb line,’
Then the Lord said,

‘Watch: I am setting a plumb line
in themidst of my people Israel,
I will no longer overlook their crookedness.
9And the high places of Isaac
will be desolate,
the sanctuaries of Israel
will be laid waste,
and I will rise up against the house of Jeroboam
with the sword.’

Amaziah and Amos
10 Then Amaziah, chief priest of Bethel sent this message to King Jeroboam of Israel:

‘Amos has conspired against you right in the heart of Israel. The country cannot survive
all his words.

11 Amos has said, “Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will be led away captive
out of their land.” ’

12And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘Leave, you who see visions, go to the land of Judah. Earn
your bread there and prophesy there,

13but don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is the royal
residence.’

14 ‘I am no prophet,’ Amos answered Amaziah, ‘nor trained as one. I am a shepherd and
a keeper of sycamores fig trees.

15 But the LORD took me away from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, “Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.”

16Now therefore listen to the LORD’s message:
“You say not to prophesy against Israel,
nor to preach against the house of Isaac.
17But the LORD says:
Your wife will become a prostitute in the city,
your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword,
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your land will be divided up,
you will die on unclean soil,
and Israel will be led away captive out of their land.” ’

8
The Time is Ripe

1The Lord GOD showedme this: a basket of summer fruit.
2 ‘What do you see, Amos?’ he asked. I replied, ‘A basket of ripe summer fruit.’ Then the

LORD said to me:
The time is ripe for my people Israel,
I will no longer overlook their crimes.
3The singing women in the palace will howl on that day,
says the LORD:
Corpses everywhere,
thrown out in silence.
4Listen to this, you who trample on the needy,
who oppress the poor of the earth,
5 saying:
Whenwill the feast of the newmoon be over
so that wemay sell grain?
And the sabbath ended
so that wemay offer wheat for sale?
Reducing themeasure and increasing the price,
cheating with false scales,
6mixing the sweepings in with the wheat.
Then we can buy the poor for money,
the needy for a pair of shoes.

7Now the LORD has taken an oath
by the Pride of Jacob:
I will never forget all their deeds!
8Because of this won’t the land quake,
and all its inhabitants mourn?
Won’t the whole of it rise like the Nile,
churn and subside like the Nile in Egypt?

9On that day, says the Lord GOD,
I will make the sun set at noon
and darken the earth in broad daylight.
10 I will turn your feasts into mourning,
all your songs into dirges.
I will cause you to dress in sackcloth,
every head shaved.
I will make youmourn like you have lost your only son,
all that happens will end in bitterness.

11The day is coming, says the Lord GOD,
when I will send hunger in the land.
Not a famine of bread or thirst for water,
but for hearing themessage of the LORD.
12Then they will wander from sea to sea,
from the north to the east,
to seek amessage from the LORD,
but they will not find it.
13 In that day beautiful girls and strong youngmen
will faint from thirst.

14Those who take oaths by the shameful idol of Samaria,
who swear, “As surely as your God lives, O Dan!”
and, “By the sacred way to Beer-sheba!” –
they will fall and never rise again.
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9
1 I saw the Lord towering above the altar, and he commanded:

Strike the tops of the pillars
so that the foundations may shake,
bring them down on the heads of the people below.
The rest of them I will slay with the sword:
no one will get away,
no one will escape.

2 If they dig down to Sheol,
there will my hand take them.
If they climb up to the heavens,
from there will I bring them down.
3 If they hide themselves on the top of Carmel,
there will I search them out and take them.
If they hide out of my sight at the bottom of the sea,
there will I command the sea serpent to bite them.
4 If they are taken into captivity by their enemies,
there will I command the sword to slay them.
I will keepmy eye on them
but for evil and not for good.

5 It is the Lord the GOD of hosts,
who touches the earth and it trembles,
all who live on it mourn.
The earth rises up like the Nile,
and sinks like the Nile of Egypt.
6The one who builds in the heavens,
who sets the dome of the sky over the earth,
who summons the waters of the sea
and pours them out on the face of the earth:
the LORD is his name.

7Tome, Israelites, you are
just like the Cushites,
says the LORD.
Yes, I brought Israel up out of the land of Egypt,
but also the Philistines from Caphtor,
and the Arameans from Kir!
8Behold the eyes of the Lord GOD
are on the sinful kingdom:
I will destroy it from the face of the earth!
But I will not completely destroy the house of Jacob,
says the LORD.
9For behold I am about to give the command,
and I will shake the house of Israel among all the nations
just as one shakes grain in a sieve,
but not a pebble will fall to the ground.
10All the sinners of my people,
who deny that disaster will touch or befall them,
will die by the sword.

A Promise of Restoration

11On that day I will raise up the fallen house of David,
I will wall up its gaps and raise up its ruins,
I will rebuild it as it was long ago.
12They will possess again the rest of Edom,
and all the nations which once you ruled for me,
says the LORD, whowill do this.

13Listen! The days are coming, says the LORD,
when the harvest is too big to reap
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before it is time to plough,
when the grapes cannot be all trod
before it is time to sow,
when themountains will run with sweet wine,
and every hill will flowwith it.
14 I will bring backmy people Israel,
they will rebuild waste cities and inhabit them,
plant vineyards and drink their wine,
make gardens and eat their fruit.
15 I will plant them on their own soil,
and they will never again be uprooted from their land
which I have given them,
says the LORD your God.
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Obadiah
1The vision of Obadiah; what the LORD said about Edom:

We have heard a report from the LORD,
a messenger has been sent among the nations;

Rise up, let us rise against Edom in battle!
2 I will make you small among the nations,

and despised by all!
3Your proud heart has misled you,

you who live in the clefts of the rock,
you who build on high your dwelling.

You say to yourselves,
“Who can bringme down to earth?”

4Though you build high as the eagle,
though between the stars you set your nest,

from there will I bring you down,
says the LORD.

5 If thieves had come to you, marauders by night
would they not have stolen only as much as they needed?

If grape-gatherers had come to you
would they not have left some gleanings?

6Descendents of Esau,
all your treasures are looted.

7To your border they have driven you,
all your allies have betrayed you.

Your avowed friends have overpowered you,
they have set a trap for you.

Where is your wisdom now?
8The LORD says:

On that day,
I will destroy the wise of Edom,

drive wisdom out of Mount Esau.
9Your warriors will be filled with terror, Teman,

none will be left alive onMount Esau.
10Because of the violence done to your relatives, the people of Jacob,

shame covers you,
you are cut off forever.

11 In the day when you stood aloof,
in the day when strangers carried away their wealth,
and strangers entered into their gates,
and over Jerusalem cast lots,

you were as one of those strangers.
12You should not have gloated over your relatives,

in the day of their misfortune.
You should not have exulted over the land of Judah

in the day of their destruction.
You should not have laughed loudly

at their distress.
13You should not have entered in at the gate of my people

in the day of their disaster.
You should not have gloated over their calamity,

in the day of their disaster,
nor stretched out your hand after their wealth

in the day of their disaster,
14nor stood at the crossroads

to cut down their fugitives,
nor should you have betrayed their refugees
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in the day of distress.
15Near at hand is the LORD’s day for all the nations.
As you have done so will it be done to you.
Your deeds will come back on your own head.
16As you have drunk uponmy holy mountain,

so all the nations will drink in turn;
They will drink deep

and be as though they had not been.
17But onMount Zion somewill escape,

it will be again holy,
and those of the house of Jacob

will again enter into their possessions.
18For the house of Jacob will be a fire,

and the house of Joseph a flame,
but the house of Esau will become stubble.

They will kindle and devour it.
Not even one of the house of Esau will escape,

for the LORD has spoken.
19They will possess the Negeb andMount Esau,

and the Shephelah of the Philistines.
They will possess the territory of Ephraim and Samaria,

and Benjamin will possess Gilead.
20The exiles of Israel will possess the land of the Canaanites

as far as Zarephath.
The captives of Jerusalemwho are in Sepharad

will possess the cities of the Negreb.
21The rescued will come up onMount Zion to rule Mount Esau,

and the kingdomwill belong to the LORD.
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Jonah
Jonah runs away

1This message from the LORD came to Jonah, the son of Amittai:
2 ‘Arise, go to that great city, Nineveh, and preach against it; for their wickedness is

known tome.’
3But Jonah started to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to

Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with
them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

4But the LORDmade a furious wind blow over the sea, and there was such a great storm
that the ship was in danger of breaking to pieces.

5The sailors were terrified and each cried for help to his own god. They threw the ship’s
cargo into the sea to make the ship lighter. Meanwhile Jonah had gone down into the
bottom of the ship and lay fast asleep.

6 The captain of the ship went and said to him, ‘How can you sleep? Call on your god;
perhaps that god will think of us, so that wemay not be lost.’

7The sailors said to one another, ‘Come, let us cast lots to discover onwhose account this
evil has come upon us.’ So they cast lots, and the lot indicated Jonah.

8So they said to him, ‘Are you to blame for this? Tell us,what is your business, andwhere
do you come from? What is your country and to what people do you belong?’

9Hereplied, ‘I amaHebrew, andaworshipper of theLORD, theGodof heaven,whomade
the sea and the dry land.’

10Then themenwere greatly frightenedand said to him, ‘Whathave youdone?’ For they
knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.

11Then they said to him, ‘What shouldwe do to you, tomake the sea calm for us?’ For the
sea grewmore andmore stormy.

12He said to them, ‘Take me up and throw me into the sea, and the sea will be calm for
you, for I know that it is because of me this fierce storm has overtaken you.’

13But instead the men rowed hard to get back to the land; they could not, however, for
the sea grewmore andmore stormy ahead.

14 So they cried to the LORD and said, ‘We beg you, LORD, we beg you, don’t let us die for
this man’s life, and don’t let us be guilty of shedding innocent blood, for you are the LORD;
you have done as it pleases you.’

15And they took up Jonah, and threw him into the sea; and the sea became calm.
16Then the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice and made vows to

him.
17But the LORD arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonahwas inside the fish

three days and three nights.
Jonah’s song

2
1 Jonah prayed to the LORD his God, out of the belly of the fish,
2and said:

I cried out of my distress, to the LORD
and he answeredme;

out of themidst of Sheol I cried aloud,
and you heardmy voice.

3For you cast me into the deep,
into heart of the seas,
and the great flood rolled about me;

all your breakers and your waves
passed over me.

4Then I said, I am driven out,
away from your sight;

Howwill I ever again
look towards your holy temple?

5The waters surroundedme,
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the great deep engulfedme,
the sea weeds were wrapped about my head.

6 I went down to the roots of themountains;
the prison of the earth closed over me forever.

Yet you brought upmy life from destruction,
O LORDmy God.

7Asmy life slipped away,
I remembered the LORD;

andmy prayer reached you,
in your holy temple.

8Those whoworship worthless idols
abandon their ownmercy,

9but I will sacrifice to you
with loud thanksgiving!

I will pay that which I have vowed.
Salvation is the LORD’s.

10And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it threw up Jonah upon the dry land.

3
Themessage to Nineveh

1This message from the LORD came to Jonah the second time,
2 ‘Arise, go to that great city, Nineveh, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’
3 So Jonah started for Nineveh, as the LORD commanded. Now Nineveh was so large a

city that it took three days’ journey to cross it.
4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, and he proclaimed, ‘Forty daysmore

and Nineveh will be overthrown.’
5And the people of Nineveh believed God; and they ordered a fast and put on sackcloth,

from the greatest to the least of them.
6Andwhenword came to the king of Nineveh, he rose fromhis throne, took off his robe,

dressed in sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
7And hemade this proclamation and published it in Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the king

and his nobles: People, beast, herd, and flockmust not taste anything; let them not eat nor
drink water.

8Letbothpeopleandanimalsputonsackclothand let themcryearnestly toGod; let them
each turn from their evil ways and from the deeds of violence which they are doing.

9Who knows? Godmay relent and avert his fierce anger, so that wemay not die.’
10When God saw that they turned from their evil course, he relented the evil which he

said he would do to them, and did not do it.

4
Jonah sulks

1But this seemed very wrong to Jonah and he became angry.
2He prayed to the LORD and said, ‘Ah, LORD, wasn’t thiswhat I saidwhen Iwas still inmy

own country? That was why I fled at once to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious
andmerciful God, patient, and loving and ready to forgive.

3 Therefore, LORD, I beg you, take my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to
live!’

4But the LORD said, ‘Are you doing right in being angry?’
5Then Jonahwent out of the city and sat down on the east side, and theremade a hut for

himself and sat under it, waiting to see what would become of the city.
6And theLORDarranged for abush to growupover Jonahas a shade forhis head tomake

him comfortable. The bush gave Jonah great pleasure;
7but at dawn the next day God arranged for a wormwhich attacked the bush, so that it

wilted.
8And when the sun rose, God arranged a hot east wind. And the sun beat upon Jonah’s

head, so that he was faint and begged that he might die, saying, ‘It is better for me to die
than to live.’

9But God said to Jonah, ‘Are you doing right in being angry about the bush?’ He replied,
‘I have every right to be as angry as I could possibly be!’
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Jonah is rebuked
10 The LORD said, ‘You care about a bush which has cost you no trouble and which you

have not made grow, which came up in a night and wilted in a night.
11 Should I not care for the great city Nineveh, in which there are one hundred and

twenty thousand peoplewho donot know their right hand from their left; andmany cattle
too?’
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Micah
The Superscription toMicah’s Sermons

1 The LORD’s message which came to Micah of Morsheth in the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. The visions he saw about Samaria and Jerusalem.

The Lord’s Judgment on Guilty Samaria and Judah
2Listen, all you peoples!
Pay attention, all you inhabitants of the earth!
For the Lord GODwill be a witness against you,
the Lord from his holy temple!

3The LORD is coming from his holy place,
he descends and treads on the heights of the earth,
4 so that themountains melt beneath
like wax in the presence of the fire,
and the valleys break apart
like water poured down a steep descent.

5All this is because of the crime of Jacob,
and for the sin of the house of Israel.
What was the crime of Jacob?
Was it not Samaria?
What is the sin of Judah?
Is it not Jerusalem?

6 ‘I will make Samaria a ruin in an open field,
and a place where a vineyard is planted,
I will hurl down her stones into the valley,
and lay bare her foundations.

7 ‘All her images will be shattered,
and all her statues will be burned with fire,
and all her idols I will lay in ruins.
For they were acquired by prostitution,
and to prostitution they will return.’

8This is why I will mourn andwail,
I will go barefoot and naked,
I will howl like the jackals
andmourn like the desert owl.

9For the blow that Samaria has received is incurable.
It has spread over Judah,
it extends even to the gate of my people,
even to Jerusalem.

10Don’t tell this in Gath!
Don’t even cry – but sit in the dust at Beth-leaphrah.
11Pass by, inhabitants of Shaphir, naked and ashamed!
The inhabitants of Zaanan cannot leave their city.
Beth-ezel laments and removes its support from you.
12The inhabitants of Maroth wait anxiously for good!
But the LORD has sent disaster to the gates of Jerusalem.
13Harness the horse to the chariot, inhabitants of Lachish.
You led the daughter of Zion, Jerusalem, into sin,
in you are found the crimes of Israel.
14Therefore youmust give parting gifts to Moresheth-gath.
Beth-achzib will betray the kings of Israel.
15 I will hand you to a conqueror, people of Mareshah,
the leaders of Israel will hide in Adullam Cave!
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16 Shave your head inmourning for the children you love,
until you are bald as vultures, because they have left you for exile.

2
The Oppression of the Poor

1Woe to those who lie awake planning evil,
who in the light of morning carry out their plan
because they have the power to do it.
2They covet fields and seize them,
desire houses and take them,
they crush householder and his household,
people and their possessions.
3Therefore the LORD says:
‘I am planning disaster fromwhich you cannot save your neck,
nor walk proudly because it will be a terrible time.
4On that day they will sing a taunt-song to you,
this mocking lament:
“My people’s estate is beingmeasured for sale,
our captors are dividing our fields.
We are completely undone.”
5There will be no one to measure out land for you
from the LORD’s community.
6 ‘ “Don’t rant!” they urge, “Of such things one does not prophesy!
Shamewill not overtake us!
7 Is the LORD impatient, or are such things his deeds?
Are not his words favourable to the family of Jacob?”

Aren’t my commands good for those who obey them?
8But you, you stand up as a foe against those who are peaceful;
you strip the robe from those who pass by quietly, averse to conflict.
9Women of my people you drive out from their happy homes,
from their young children you take awaymy glory forever.
10Rise and begone, for this is no place to rest.
Your uncleanness brings destruction, severe destruction.
11 If a person walking in wine and falsehood were to say,
“I will prophesy to you of wine and strong drink,”
then he would be the perfect prophet for this people!’

The Lord Leading BackHis Scattered People
12 ‘I will assuredly assemble all of Jacob,
I will surely gather the survivors of Israel.
I will herd them together as sheep in a fold,
like a flock in the pasture,
and the land will resoundwith the sounds of multitudes.
13 ‘The one who breaks out goes first.
They have broken forth and passed by the gate
and through it have they gone out.
Their king leads before them,
the LORD at their head.’

3
The Crimes of Judah’s Civil and Spiritual Leaders

1 I also said:
‘Listen now, leaders of Jacob,
judges of the house of Israel.
Is it not your duty to knowwhat is the right?
2Haters of that which is good and lovers of evil!
3 ‘They devour the flesh of my people,
and their hide they strip from off them,
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and break in pieces and serve up their bones,
like meat in a pot or the cooking pan!
4 ‘Then they will cry out to the LORD,
but he will not pay attention to them.
He will hide his face from them at that time
because they have committed such crimes.’
5Therefore the LORD says:
‘To the prophets who leadmy people astray,
who when they have food between their teeth declare peace,
but against one who puts nothing in their mouths,
they proclaim an openwar!
6 ‘Night will overtake you so that you have no vision,
and darkness so that there will be no divination,
and the sun will go down on the prophets,
and the day will be dark over them.
7 ‘The seers will be ashamed,
and the diviners will turn pale,
all of themwill cover their mouths.
For there will be no answer from God.
8 ‘But I, on the contrary am full of power,
and the sense of justice and strength,
to make known to Jacob his crime,
and to Israel his sin.
9 ‘Hear this, leaders of the house of Jacob,
judges of the house of Israel,
you who spurn justice,
andmake all that is straight crooked,
10who build Zion with acts of bloodshed,
and Jerusalemwith crime.
11 ‘The leaders render judgment for a bribe,
and her priests give oracles for a reward,
and her prophets divine for silver.
Yet they claim to rely on the LORD,
“The LORD”, they say, “is in ourmidst.
Evil cannot overtake us.”
12 ‘Therefore for your sakes
Zion will be plowed as a field,
and Jerusalemwill become a heap of ruins,
and the temple mount a wooded height.’

4
The Peace andWorldwide Renown of Zion

1 In the days to come
themountain of the LORD will be established,
the house of our God on the top of themountain,
lifted above the hills.

All the nations will flow to it,
2andmany peoples will go and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the LORD’s mount,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
so that hemay instruct us in his ways,
so that wemaywalk in his paths.’
For from Zion proceeds instruction
and the LORD’s word from Jerusalem.
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3Hewill arbitrate betweenmany peoples,
and render decisions for numerous nations,
They will beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not lift up sword against nation,
they will learn war nomore.
4They will live each under his vine,
and under his fig tree, with none to terrify them.
For themouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.
5Each nation trusts in the names of their gods,
but we will worship the LORD our God forever.
6 ‘On that day,’ says the LORD,
‘I will assemble the lame.
I will gather exiles I punished.
7 I will restore the lame as a remnant,
the exiles into a great nation.
The LORD will rule over them
onMount Zion from that time forever.’
8But you, watchtower for the flock,
hill of the daughter of Zion,
to you will return your former rule.
9 So why do you now cry aloud? Haven’t you any king?
Or has your counsellor perished, so you writhe in pain like a woman in labour?
10Writhe and scream, daughter of Zion, like a woman in labour!
For now youmust leave the city and camp in the open field.
You will be taken to Babylon, but there will be rescued.
There the LORD will save you from the hands of your foes.
11But nowmany nations gather against you.
They say, ‘Let her be defiled, we will gloat over Zion.’
12But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD.
They do not understand his plan,
for he has gathered them like sheaves for the threshing floor.
13 ‘Arise, thresh, daughter of Zion.
I will make your horns iron,
and your hoofs brass,
so youmight beat in pieces many peoples,
and devote to the LORD their spoil,
and their wealth to the ruler of all the earth.

5
1 ‘Now cut yourself in bitter grief,
daughter besieged by soldiers.
They have set a wall around you.
They strike the ruler of Israel,
in the face with a rod.
2 ‘Bethlehem in Ephrathah,
small among the tribes of Judah,
from youwill come a king
whowill rule for me over Israel,
whose family line goes back to the distant past.’
3 So the LORD will only abandon Israel to its enemies
until the woman in labour gives birth.
Then the survivors will be reunited with their own people.
4And he will stand and shepherd by the strength of the LORD,
In the exalted name of the LORD his God;
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And they will live in security, for now he will be great,
even to the ends of the earth.

5This will be our peace:
when Assyria comes into our land
and treads on our soil,
we will raise up against him seven shepherds,
eight leaders of men.
6They will shepherd Assyria with a sword,
and the land of Nimrod with bared blades.
They will deliver us from Assyria,
when they come into our land,
and tread within our borders.

7And the survivors of Jacob will be disbursed among the nations,
in themidst of many peoples,
like dew from the LORD,
like showers on the grass,
which don’t wait for people to come
or linger for mortals.

8And the survivors of Jacob will be disbursed among the nations,
in themidst of many peoples,
like a lion among the beasts of the forest,
like a young lion among the sheep-folds,
who, when he passes through, pounces.
He savages his prey. There is no rescuer.
9Let your hand triumph over your adversaries,
let all your enemies be cut off.

10On that day, says the LORD:
‘I will slaughter your horses from yourmidst,
and destroy your chariots.
11 I will devastate the cities in your land,
and tear down your fortresses.
12 I will destroy yourmagic charms,
and youwill have no soothsayers.
13 I will cut down your idols and sacred pillars,
and you will not worship anymore the work of your hands.
14 I will uproot your sacred poles,
and destroy your idols.
15 In mywrath andmy anger
I will seek vengeance on the nations that ignoreme.’

6
Israel’s False Conception of the Lord’s Character and Demands

1Hear nowwhat the LORD is saying:
Arise, present your complaint before themountains,
let the hills hear your voice!
2Hear, mountains, the LORD’s accusation,
listen, foundations of the earth.
For the LORD has a case against his people.
He has a dispute with Israel.

3 ‘My people, what have I done to you?
How have I displeased you? Answerme!
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
from the land of slavery I redeemed you.
I sent Moses, Aaron, andMiriam to lead you.
5My people, what did Balak, king of Moab counsel?
And how did Balaam, the son of Beor, answer him?
Remember now the journey from Shittim to Gilgal,
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so that youmight realise the just deeds of the LORD.’

6With what should I come before the LORD?
Bowmyself before the God on high?
Should I come before himwith burnt-offerings,
with calves a year old?
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
With ten thousand streams of oil?
Should I give himmy firstborn son for my guilt,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8The LORD has told you what is good,
what he demands of you:
Only to do justice and lovemercy,
and to walk humbly with your God.

Guilt and Punishment of Jerusalem
9Listen! The LORD calls to the city!
Listen, tribe and assembly of the city!

10 ‘Can I forget the hoarded treasures in the houses of the wicked,
and the accursed scant measure?
11Can I leave her unpunished because of evil scales,
and the bag of false weights?
12Whose rich people are full of violence,
her inhabitants liars,
whose tongues speak deceit?

13 ‘But I indeed, have begun to punish you,
to lay you in ruins because of your sins.
14Youwill eat but not be satisfied,
your stomach empty within you.
You will store up but lose everything,
because whatever you save I will give to the sword.
15Youwill sow but not reap.
You will tread the olives but have no oil for rubbing,
tread grapes but drink no wine!

16 ‘For you have followed the commands of Omri,
and all the practices of the house of Ahab.
You have acted in accord with their counsels,
so I will give you up to ruin,
the city’s inhabitants to derision.
The nations will treat you with contempt!’

7
The Utter Degeneracy of the People

1Woe, woe is me, for I have become
like a field after harvest,
like a vineyard after gathering;
not a cluster of grapes to eat,
not a fig that anyone desires.

2The honest have perished from the land,
of the upright among people there is none.
All of them lie in wait to shed blood.
They hunt one another with the net.

3Their hands knowwell how to do evil,
the officer and judge demands a bribe,
the high official decides as he pleases
and they conspire to pervert justice.
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4The best of them are like a thorn thicket,
their most upright like a prickly hedge.
The day of their punishment has come,
nowwill be their confusion!
5Do not trust your neighbour,
do not rely on a friend.
From the wife who lies in your arms
guard your tongue.
6For son insults father,
daughter rises up against mother,
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law,
a man’s enemies are the people of his own household.

Zion’s Ultimate Vindication and Exaltation
7But I will look to the LORD,
I will wait for the God of my salvation.
My Godwill hear me!
8Do not rejoice over me, my enemy.
If I have fallen, I will rise.
If I sit in darkness, the LORD is my light.
9The anger of the LORD I will bear,
for against him have I sinned –
until he champions my cause
and gives judgment for me.
He will bringme into to the light,
I will see his justice.
10 Somy enemywill see, and shamewill cover them,
they who said, ‘Where is the LORD your God?’
I will look upon them,
they will be trampled on like mud in the street!
11 It is a day for rebuilding your walls,
this day will your boundary will be extended.
12This day they will come to you,
from Assyria and the cities of Egypt,
and from Egypt even to the Euphrates River,
from sea to sea, and frommountain to mountain.
13Though the land has become a desolation
because of its inhabitants, because of their deeds.
14 Shepherd your flock with your staff, the flock that belong to you,
who live alone in the forest, in themidst of meadows;
so that theymay pasture in Bashon and Gilead as in the days of old,
15as in the days when you came from Egypt, gave us wonders to see.
16Nations will see and be ashamed of all their might;
they will put their hands to their mouth, their ears will become deaf,
17 they will lick the dust like snakes, like creatures that crawl on the earth;
they will come trembling and in terror from their hiding places, in dread and fear.
18Who is a God like you, forgiving iniquity
and passing by the rebellion of the remnant of your people?
He does not retain his anger forever, but is one who delights in mercy.
19Hewill tread under foot our iniquity;
you will cast into the depths of the sea all our iniquities.
20Youwill show faithfulness to Jacob, and loving kindness to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our ancestors from the days of old.
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Nahum
1Amessage about Nineveh, a vision which came to Nahum from Elkosh.
God’s wrath

2The LORD tolerates no rivals.
The LORD is vengeful and fierce in wrath.

The LORD does not fail to punish his foes;
the LORD is vengeful against his enemies.

3The LORD is slow to anger,
great in power.

The guilty will not escape
his punishment.

Storm tempest is his path
and cloud is the dust of his feet.

4He rebukes the sea and dries it up
andmakes all the streams run dry.

Bashan and Carmel are languishing
and the bloom of Lebanon is withered.

5Themountains tremble before him
and the hills dissolve.

The earth heaves before him,
the world and all who live in it.

6Who can stand before his wrath?
Who can withstand the heat of his anger?

His fierce fury pours forth like fire,
he shatters rocks.

7The LORD is good to those who hope in him,
a place of refuge in the day of trouble.

8With rushing flood an end hemakes
of those who rise against him,

he drives his enemies into darkness.
9Why do you plot against the LORD?

He will end you.
He only takes vengeance once.

10Thorns, tangled and drenched,
they are consumed like dry stubble.

11Nineveh! From you has arisen
one who plots evil against the LORD,
a counsellor of wickedness.
Good news for Judah

12The LORD says:
‘Though they aremany and strong,

they will pass away and be gone.
Though I have afflicted you,

I will afflict you nomore,
13and now I will break his yoke from your necks

and snap your chains.’
14The LORD has given this command concerning you, Nineveh:

‘Your namewill no longer be remembered.
I will destroy every idol and image

in the house of your God.
I will destroy even your tomb,

for you are worthless.’
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15Look! On themountains amessenger
bringing good news,
announcing peace!

‘Celebrate the feasts, Judah,
fulfil your vows.

Never again will these enemies invade your land,
they are destroyed!’

2
Destruction of the city

1Nineveh! The destroyer has come up against you;
mount guard upon the rampart;
watch the road; brace yourselves;
strengthen yourmight to the utmost.

2For the LORD is restoring themajesty of Jacob
and of Israel,

though the devastators have plundered them
and destroyed their vines.

3The shields of his warriors are dyed red,
his soldiers are clothed in scarlet,

his chariots gleam like fire
on the day he prepares for battle
spears are shaken.

4Chariots rush across the fields,
storm through the squares;

they flame like torches,
they dart like lightening.

5A leader rallies his nobles,
they hurl themselves forward.

They speed on toward the wall;
the storming-shield is set up.

6The water-gates are thrown open,
and the palace dissolves in ruins.

7The queen is stripped,
she is carried off.

Hermaids moan like doves,
beating upon their breasts.

8Like a pool of water is Nineveh,
her waters fast ebbing away.

‘Stand firm! Stand firm!’ someone cries,
but no one turns back.

9 ‘Loot the silver, loot the gold,
for there is no end to the treasure,
the wealth and precious things.’

10Nineveh is empty, desolate, devastated,
with faint heart and knocking knee.

There is weakness in every limb,
and faces grow pale.

11Where now is the den of lions?
Where now the lair of their young?

Where the lion used to withdraw,
with his cubs, with none to disturb them?

12The lion tore enough for his cubs,
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and strangled prey for his lionesses.
He filled his caves with the kill,

he filled his lairs with freshmeat.

13 ‘But see, I am against you,’
the LORD of hosts declares,

‘I will burn your chariots in smoke and fire.
The sword will devour your young lions.

You will never again prey on the land.
Nomore will yourmessengers be heard.’

3
Ruin

1Woe to the bloody city!
Full of lies and plunder,
without end is the spoil.

2Hear the crack of the whip,
hear the rattle of wheels.

Galloping horses,
jolting chariots.

3Horsemen charging,
swords flashing,
spears glittering,

a multitude of slain,
a heap of bodies,

no end to the corpses
over which people stumble!

4 ‘Because you acted like a whore,
bewitching the nations,
enticing the peoples,

5 I am against you, Nineveh’
the LORD of hosts declares.

‘I will strip your clothes
and show the nations your nakedness,
and the kingdoms your shame.

6 ‘I will fling loathsome filth at you,
andmake you an object of contempt,
a spectacle,

7 so that everyone who sees you
will flee from you and say:

“Nineveh is laid waste,
who will mourn for her?”

8 ‘Are you any better than Thebes,
which stood on the banks of the Nile,

with waters around as a rampart,
whose wall was the sea of waters?

9Her strength was Ethiopia and Egypt.
The Libyans were her helpers,
and Put with its countless people.

10Yet she was exiled
andmade captive.

On all corners of the streets
her infants were dashed to pieces.

Lots were cast for her nobles,
all her great ones were bound in chains.

11 ‘You too, Nineveh, will be drunk with fear;
you too will seek a place of escape from the foe.

12All your fortresses are fig trees with the first ripe figs;
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if shaken, they fall into themouth of the eater!
13Your troops are weak as women before your foes;

the gates of your land are wide open;
your defenses burned down.

14 ‘Drawwater for the siege,
strengthen your forts.

Go to the clay pits and tread the clay;
take up the brick moulds.

15There the fire will consume you,
the sword will cut you down.

Multiply like the locust
or a swarm of grasshoppers.

16 Increase the numbers of yourmerchants
until they aremore than the stars of heaven,

17until your watchmen are locusts,
and your scribes like grasshoppers,
which swarm in the hedges on a cold day;

but when the sun rises
they fly away,
no one knows where.

18 ‘King of Assyria:
your princes slumber,
your nobles sleep!

Your people are scattered on themountains
with no one to gather them!

19There is no healing for your hurt,
your wound is incurable.

All who hear of your fate clap their hands in joy,
for who has escaped your limitless cruelty?’
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Habakkuk
Habakkuk’smessage

1Themessage seen by the prophet Habakkuk.
(Habakkuk)

2How long, LORD, have I cried out
and without you hearingme!

I cry to you, ‘Violence!’
but you do not help.

3Why do youmakeme look uponwickedness
and behold trouble?

Destruction and violence are before my eyes,
and fighting and quarrelling.

4Therefore the law is weak,
and justice is never rendered;

for the wicked surround the righteous,
so that justice is perverted.
(The Lord)

5Look at the nations, look well,
be shocked and amazed.

For I am about to do a work in your days;
you will not believe it when it is told.

6For I am about to raise up the Chaldeans,
a nation grim and quick of action

who sweep over the whole breadth of the earth
to seize dwellings not their own.

7They bring fear and terror.
They write their own rules.

8Their horses are swifter than leopards,
quicker than wolves hunting at dusk.

From afar they come swooping down,
like an eagle attacking its prey.

9They all come to do violence,
a horde like a desert wind,
they gather up captives like sand.

10At kings they scoff,
and princes are sport to them.

They laugh at every fortress,
and heap up earth to take it.

11Then they sweep on like the wind,
Their strength is their god.
(Habakkuk)

12Are you not eternal, LORD,
my holy one, who does not die?

LORD you have appointed them to execute judgment,
my rock, you have established them to punish.

13Your eyes are too pure to look at evil,
you cannot condone iniquity.

So why do you regard the treacherous in silence,
while the wicked swallows the upright?

14You havemade people like the fish of the sea,
like reptiles that have no ruler.

15The wicked sweep them all into their nets,
and gather them into their drag-nets,
and rejoice and celebrate.
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16Therefore they sacrifice to their net,
and burn offerings to their drag-net;

for by their nets are their portions generous,
and their food is rich.

17Will they empty their nets continually,
slaughter nations unpityingly?

2
1 I will takemy stand onmywatch-tower,

and stationmyself on a turret.
I will watch to see what the LORD will say to me,

what answer he will make to my complaint.
(The Lord)

2Then the LORD answeredme and said:
Inscribe the vision plainly on tablets,

so that even someone running by could read it.
3Though the vision waits for the time set,

it hastens to fulfilment and will not fail;
Though it linger long, wait for it.

For it surely will come andwill not be delayed.
4The strength of the proud fails,

but the upright lives by their faithfulness.
5Wealth is treacherous,

the arrogant never have enough.
Theymake their desire as wide as Sheol,

are like death, unsatisfied,
For they gather to themselves all the nations,

bring together to themselves all peoples.
6 Shouldn’t everyonemock them?

sing a taunt-song against them, and say:

Woe to the person who amasses what is not theirs,
and loads them self downwith goods taken in pledge!

7Won’t your creditors suddenly rise,
and those whowill overthrow you awake,
and you become their prey?

8For as you have plunderedmany peoples,
the survivors will prey upon you.

You have shed blood and committed violence
to the earth, peoples and their cities.

9Woe to you who seeks unjust gain for your dynasty,
who sets your nest on high to be safe from the reach of misfortune!
10You have planned only shame for your dynasty.
You have destroyedmany peoples,

and brought guilt upon yourself;
11 the stone will cry out from the wall,

and the beam from the timber will answer it.
12Woe to the person who builds a city by bloodshed,

and founds a town by crime
13while the peoples toil for what fires will consume,

and the nations weary themselves for nothing!
This the LORD of hosts has said,
14 and the earth will be as full of the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the seas are

full of water.
15Woe to himwho in fury gives drink to his neighbor

to make him drunk, and see him naked.
16You are filled with shame, not glory;
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drink yourself and be uncovered.
The cup from the LORD’s hand

will pass in turn to you,
and shamewill cover your glory!

17For the violence done to Lebanonwill overwhelm you,
the destruction of animals will terrify you,

because you shed people’s blood on the earth,
destroyed people and their cities.

18What use is an idol?
A humanmade it,

a metal image.
It cannot speak,

it cannot teach truth,
Why does its maker trust it?

19Woe to the person who says to a block, awake!
to a dumb stone, arise!

What can it teach?
It may be set with gold and silver,

but there is no breath at all within it.
20The LORD is in his holy temple.

Let all the earth be silent before him!

3
Habakkuk’s psalm

1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to the Shigionoth.
2 I have heard, LORD, of your fame,

I have seen, LORD, your work;
through the years you havemake yourself known,

in wrath you remembermercy.

3God comes from Teman,
and the Holy One from themountain-land of Paran.

Selah
His glory covers the heavens,

and his splendour fills the earth.
4Before him it is like the light,

rays he has at his side,
where his power is hidden.

5Before him pestilence stalks,
after him plague follows.

6He stands, and the earth trembles,
he looks, and the nations melt away,

and themountains of old are scattered,
the everlasting hills bow down.

These are his ways from of old.
7The tents of Cushan are afraid,

the curtains of Midian tremble.

8 Is your wrath, LORD, with the rivers?
Is your anger against the streams?
Or your rage against the sea?

Is that why you ride on your war-steeds?
Why youmount your chariots of victory?

9Why you bare your bow?
Why you fill your quiver with shafts?

You split the earth with torrents.
10Themountains see you andwrithe.

The tempest of waters sweeps by.
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The great deep sends forth its voice,
and lifts up its hands.

11The sun forgets to rise.
Themoon stands still in its place.

Your arrows go forth to give light.
Your glittering spear is as lightning.

12 In rage you stride over the earth.
In wrath you trample the nations.

13You go forth to save your people.
You go to help your anointed.

You crush the head of the wicked nation,
laying him bare from thigh to neck.

Selah
14You pierced his head with his spears,

as his champions storm out to scatter us,
as they rejoice to devour the poor secretly.

15You tread the sea with your horses,
while themighty waters roar.

16 I hear, andmy body trembles,
and at the soundmy lips quiver.

My bones begin to decay,
andmy footsteps totter beneathme,

while I long for the day of distress
to come upon those who attack us.

17Though the fig tree bears no fruit,
and there are no grapes on the vines,

though the olive harvest fails,
and the fields produce no food,

though the flock is cut off from the fold,
and there is no herd in the stalls,

18yet I will exult in the LORD,
and rejoice in the Godwho saves me.

19The Lord GOD is my strength;
hemakes my feet as sure as the feet of deer,
and causes me to walk on the heights!

To themusic director: Use stringed instruments.
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Zephaniah
1 The LORD’s message, which came to Zephaniah, son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of

Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the time of Josiah of Judah whowas son of Amon.
The Day of Judgment on Judah

2 I will utterly destroy everything
from off the face of the earth,

says the LORD.
3 I will sweep away human and animal,

the birds of the sky
and the fish of the sea.

I will cause the wicked to stumble,
and I will cut off humanity from the face of the earth,

says the LORD.

4 I will stretch out my hand over Judah
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

and I will cut off from this place the last remnant of Baal
and the name of the heathen priests,

5and those whoworship on the housetops
to the stars in the sky,

and those worshippers of the LORD
who also pay homage to Milcom,

6and those who turn back
from following the LORD,

And those who do not seek the LORD
nor strive to find him.

7Be silent before the Lord GOD,
for near is the day of the LORD,

for the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has sanctified his guests.

8On the day of the LORD’S sacrifice:
I will punish the officers and the royal princes,

and all those who clothe themselves in foreign apparel.

9On that day:
I will punish all who leap over the threshold,

who fill the house of their lord with violence and deceit.

10Listen on that day, says the LORD:
A cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,

and a wailing from the NewQuarter,
and a great din from the hills.

11Those who live in theMortar wail,
for all the traders are silenced,
the money counters wiped out.

12 I will search Jerusalemwith a lamp,
I will punish those who are at ease,

who sit comfortably with their wine,
who say to themselves,

‘the LORD brings neither prosperity nor calamity.’

13Their wealth will become a prey
and their houses a desolation.

Though they build houses,
they will not inhabit them;

though they plant vineyards,



Zephaniah 1:14 180 Zephaniah 2:10

they will not drink wine from them.

14Near is the day of the LORD!
Near and rapidly approaching!

Near is the bitter day of the LORD,
and the scream of the warrior.

15That day is a day of wrath,
a day of trouble and distress,

a day of destruction and desolation,
a day of darkness and gloom,

a day of clouds and thick darkness,
16a day of the trumpet and battle-cry,

against the fortified cities
and against the high battlements.

17And I will bring distress upon the people
and they will walk as the blind,
because they have sinned against the LORD,

and their blood will be poured out as dust
and their flesh as dung.

18Neither their silver nor their goldwill be able to save them. For in the day of thewrath
of the LORD and in the fire of his fury the whole earth will be consumed. For he will make
a speedy end of all the inhabitants of the earth.

2
The Imminent Judgment upon the Nations

1Be ashamedwithin yourselves, be ashamed,
2before you become as the drifting chaff,
before the anger of the LORD comes upon you,
before the day of the LORD’s wrath comes upon you.

3 Seek the LORD all youmeek of the earth,
you who obey his law;

Seek righteousness, seekmeekness;
perhaps youmay be hidden in the day of the LORD’s wrath.

4For Gaza will be forsaken;
Ashkelon a desolation;

Ashdod – by noonwill they rout her
and Ekron be torn up!

5Woe to those who live by the sea coast,
people of the Cherethites!

The word of the LORD is against you,
Canaan, land of the Philistines!

I will destroy you so that you will be without inhabitants,
6and youwill become shepherds’ cots and folds for flocks.
7The sea coast will belong to the survivors of the house of Judah. Theywill pasture their

flocks there. In the house of Ashkelon they will lie down at evening. The LORD their God
will be with them and restore their fortunes.
8 I have heard the taunts of Moab,

and the revilings of the Ammonites,
how they have tauntedmy people,

and spoken boastfully concerning their border.
9Therefore as I live, says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel:

Moab will be like Sodom,
and the Ammonites like Gomorrah,

a pile of nettles and saltpits,
and a desolation, forever.

The residue of my people will plunder them,
and the survivors of my nation will inherit them.

10This will they have for their pride,
because they have taunted and spoken boastfully
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against the people of the LORD of hosts.
11The LORD will terrify them;

he will reduce all the gods of the earth;
then all the peoples of the nations will worship him,

each in their own land.

12You, also, Ethiopians,
slain by his sword are you!

13And he will stretch out his hand
against the north and destroy Assyria;

And he will make Nineveh a desolation,
dry as the wilderness.

14Herds will lie down in it,
every beast of the earth,

Desert owl and screech owl
will lodge in its capitals.

The owl will hoot in the window,
the raven on the doorstep,
all stripped bare of cedar.

15This is the exultant city which sat secure. The city who said to herself, I am and there
is none else! How has she become a desolation! A lair of beasts! Every passerby hisses at
her, shakes their hand.

3
Jerusalem’s Deep-seated Corruption

1Woe to the rebellious and unclean city of oppression,
2 She has not obeyed the voice,

she has not accepted instruction,
In the LORD she has not trusted,

to her God she has not drawn near.

3Her rulers in her midst are roaring lions.
Her judges are evening wolves,

who leave nothing over until the morning,
4Her prophets are braggarts, faithless men.
Her priests profane what is holy

and do violence to the law.

5The LORD is righteous in her midst,
he does no wrong,

Morning bymorning
he establishes his decree,

Light is not lacking,
an oversight is unknown.

But the unjust know no shame.

6 ‘I have cut off nations,
their turrets are destroyed;

I have laid waste their broad streets,
so that none passes over them.

Desolate are their cities without people,
without inhabitants.’

7 I said:
‘Surely the city will fear me,

she will accept instruction.
Nothing will vanish from her eyes

that I have impressed upon her;
But themore zealously have theymade all their deeds corrupt.’

The Future Vindication and Exultation of Jerusalem
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8Wait for me, is the LORD’s message, until the day when I stand up as a witness, for it
is my fixed purpose to gather the nations, to collect the kingdoms, to pour upon themmy
wrath andmy hot anger; for by the fire of my fury will all the earth be consumed.

9For then I will purify the lips of all peoples, so that theywill all call on the LORD’s name,
to serve himwith one accord.

10From beyond the rivers of Cushmyworshipers will bringme offerings.
11On that day you will no longer be ashamed of all your deeds by which you rebelled

against me. For I will rid you of your proudly arrogant ones, and you will never again be
haughty onmy holy mountain.

12But Iwill leave in yourmidst a people humble and poor, and the remnant of Israelwill
trust in the name of the LORD.

13They will not do evil, nor speak falsehood, and a deceitful tongue will not be found in
their mouth; but they will pasture and lie down, and no one will make them afraid.
14Cry out with joy, daughter of Zion,

shout aloud, Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,

daughter of Jerusalem.
15The LORD has put away your adversaries,

he has turned away your foes;
the LORD is king in yourmidst,

you will fear evil nomore.
16 In that day it will be said to Jerusalem:

Fear not!
Zion, let not your hands growweak!

17The LORD your God is in yourmidst,
a victorious hero.

He will rejoice over you with joy,
he will renew his love,

he will exult over you with singing,
18as on a day of festival.

I will take away from you your disgrace,
and put away from you your reproach.

19 I will destroy at that time
all who afflict you.

I will deliver the lame,
and gather the outcast,

I will make them an object of renown
and fame in all the earth.

20 I will do good to you,
at the time when I gather you.

For I will make you an object of fame and renown
among all the peoples of the earth;

when I bring back your captivity before your eyes.

This says the LORD.
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Haggai
The call to rebuild the Temple

1 In the second year of Darius the king, on the first day of the sixth month, this message
from the LORD came through Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest:
2The LORD of hosts says:
The people say that the time has not yet come to rebuild the temple of the LORD.

3Then this message from the LORD came to Haggai the prophet:
4 Is it a time for you yourselves to live in your ownwell-roofed houses,
while this temple lies in ruins?
5The LORD of hosts says:
Consider your past experiences.
6You sowmuch,

but bring in little;
you eat,

but you do not have enough;
you drink,

but are not filled;
you clothe yourselves,

but not enough to be warm;
and those who earn wages,

put those wages in a bag with holes.
7The LORD of hosts says:
Consider your experiences.
8Go up to themountains,

and bring wood
and rebuild the temple;

then I will be pleased with it,
and I will reveal my glory.

The LORD says:
9You looked for much,

and it came to little;
and when you brought the harvest home,

I blew it away.
Why?

The LORD of hosts says:
Becausemy temple lies in ruins,

while you shelter in your own houses.
10The heavens withhold the dew,

and the earth withholds its fruit,
11and I have called forth a drought upon the land

and upon themountains,
and upon the grain and the newwine and the oil
and upon that which the ground brings forth,
and upon people and animals,
and upon all the labor of your hands.

12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Joshua the son of Jehozadak the high priest,
with all the rest of the people, obeyed the command of the LORD their God and the words
of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him to them. They showed proper
respect for the LORD.

13Haggai, the prophet of the LORD, as the LORD commanded him, told the people: ‘The
LORD says: I amwith you.’

14And theLORDstirredup the spirit of Zerubbabel the sonofShealtiel, governorof Judah,
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak the high priest, and the spirit of all the rest of
the people, so that they came andworked on the temple of the LORD of hosts, their God,
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15 in the twenty-fourth day of the sixthmonth.
The future glory of the new Temple

In the second year of Darius the king,

2
1 on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, this message from the LORD came to

Haggai the prophet,
2 telling him to speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua,

the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the rest of the people:
3Who is left among you that saw this temple in its former glory?
And how do you see it now?
Doesn’t it seem as though there is nothing there?

4The LORD says:
Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,

be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
be strong, all you people of the land.

The LORD says:
Begin the work, for I amwith you.

The LORD of hosts says:
5When your ancestors left Egypt I made a promise to you,

and I am still with you.
Do not be afraid!

6The LORD of hosts says:
In a little while, I will shake the heavens,

and the earth, and the sea, and the land.
7And I will shake all nations,

and the precious things of all nations will come here;
and I will fill this temple with glory.

The LORD of hosts says:
8The silver is mine,

and the gold is mine,
9The later glory of this temple

will be greater than the former.

The LORD of hosts says:
In this place I will grant prosperity.
This is the message of the LORD of hosts.
Former displeasure and the new promise of blessings

10 In the twenty-fourthdayof theninthmonth, in the secondyear ofDarius, thismessage
from the LORD came to Haggai the prophet:

11The LORD of hosts says: ‘Ask the priests for a ruling:
12 “If one carries consecrated meat in the fold of his garment, and with that garment

touches bread, or stew, or wine, or oil, or any food, will it become holy?” ’
And the priests answered: ‘No.’
13Then saidHaggai, ‘If onewho is uncleanby reasonof a deadbody touches anyof these,

will it be unclean?’
And the priests answered: ‘It would be unclean.’
14Haggai replied: ‘So is this people and so is this nation before me, the LORD declares,

and so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean.
15 Think back from this day, before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the

LORD.
16Howwere you? When you came to a heap of grain expecting twenty measures, there

were only ten; when you came to the wine vat to draw out fifty vessels, there were only
twenty.

17 “I struck all the work of your hands with blasting and blight, with mildew and with
hail. Yet you didn’t turn to me,” says the LORD,
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18“Thinkback fromthisday, think! Fromthe twenty-fourthdayof theninthmonth, from
the day when the foundations of the temple of the LORD were laid, and consider.

19 The seed is in the granary, but the vine and the fig tree and the pomegranate and the
olive tree have not yet brought forth fruit. From this day will I bless you.” ’

Zerubbabel
20 This message from the LORD came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth day

of themonth:
21Tell Zerubbabel, governor of Judah:
I will shake the heavens and the earth;

22and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;
and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations;
and I will overthrow the chariots,
and those who ride in them;
and the horses and their riders will come down,
each by the sword of his fellow.

23 In that day,
the LORD of hosts says,

I will take you, Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel,
the LORD says,

and will make you like a signet ring, for I have chosen you,
the LORD of hosts says.
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Zechariah
The Lesson from the Past

1 In the eighthmonth in the second year of Darius, this message of the LORD came to the
prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo:

2The LORD was furious with your ancestors.
3 So tell the people this message of the LORD of hosts: ‘Return to me,’ says the LORD of

hosts, ‘and I will return to you’ says the LORD of hosts.
4 ‘Do not be like your ancestors to whom the former prophets cried, “The LORD of hosts

says to turn now from your evil ways, and from your evil deeds”. They did not heed nor
listen to me,’ says the LORD.

5 ‘Your ancestors, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever?
6But did not my words and my statutes with which I charged my servants the prophets

overtake your ancestors? And they repented and said, “Just as the LORD of hosts planned
to do to us, according to our ways, and according to our deeds, so he has dealt with us.” ’

The Lord’s Jealous Love for Zion
7 In the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Shebat, in the

second year of Darius, this message of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah, the son
of Berechiah, the son of Iddo:

8 I saw in the night aman on a red horse, among themyrtle trees that were in the valley-
bottom. Behind him there were horses, red, sorrel, and white.

9 Then said I, ‘My Lord, what are these?’ And the messenger who was talking with me
said, ‘I will show youwhat they are.’

10 And the man who was standing among the myrtle trees answered, ‘They are those
whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.’

11 And the riders answered the messenger of the LORD who was standing among the
myrtle trees, ‘We have gone up and down through the world and behold, all the earth is
still and at peace.’

12 Then the messenger of the LORD said, ‘LORD of hosts, how long will you have no pity
for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah with which you have been angry for seventy years?’

13 And the LORD answered the messenger who was talking with me with kind and
comforting words.

14So themessenger whowas talking withme said tome, ‘Proclaim now that the LORD of
hosts says: I am deeply concerned for Jerusalem.

15But I am deeply angrywith the arrogant, complacent nations. I was only a little angry
with Israel but theymade the suffering worse.

16Therefore, says the LORD, I am turning to showmercy to Jerusalem. My templewill be
rebuilt in it, says the LORD of hosts, and ameasuring line will be stretched over Jerusalem.

17 Proclaim again: Thus says the LORD of hosts: My cities will again overflow with
prosperity and the LORD will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem.’

Destruction of the Heathen Powers
18Now I looked up and saw four horns.
19 I said to the messenger who was talking with me, ‘What are these?’ He answered,

‘These are the horns which scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.’
20Then the LORD showedme four smiths.
21 I said, ‘What are these coming to do?’ Heanswered, ‘Thehorns scattered Judah, so that

no one dared lift their head. But the smiths have come to terrify them, to crush the horns
of the nations which lifted up their horn against the land of Judah to scatter its people.’

2
Promise that JerusalemWill be Gloriously Restored

1Then I looked up and saw amanwith ameasuring line in his hand.
2 I said, ‘Where are you going?’ He replied, ‘To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its

breadth and length.’
3 Then the messenger who talked with me stepped forward, and another messenger

went out to meet him,
4and said to him, ‘Run and tell to that youngman that Jerusalemwill be inhabited like a

village without walls, because somany people and cattle will live there.
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5For I, says the LORD, will be a wall of fire her, and I will be the glory in themidst of her.
6Up! Away! Flee from the land of the north, says the LORD.
For I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heavens, says the LORD.
7Up, escape to Zion, you who live in Babylon.
8This is what the LORD of hosts says to the nations which plundered you:
Whoever touches you touches the apple of my eye.
9 I will raise my hand against them.
They will be plunder for their own slaves; and you will know that the LORD of hosts has

sent me.

10 ‘Sing and rejoice, daughter of Zion! I am coming,
I will live among you, says the LORD.
11Many nations will join themselves to the LORD in that day,
and will be his people, and he will live among you.
You will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.
12The LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land.
He will again choose Jerusalem.
13Be silent, everyone, in the presence of the LORD,
because he is coming from his holy dwelling.’

3
Purification of the Priesthood andNation

1Then he showedme Joshua, the high priest, standing before themessenger of the LORD
and the Adversary standing at his right hand to accuse him.

2 And the messenger of the LORD said to the Adversary, ‘May the LORD rebuke you,
Adversary! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a brand
plucked out of the fire?’

3Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and was standing before themessenger.
4Themessenger said to those who stood before him, ‘Take off his filthy garments.’ Then

to Joshua he said, ‘I have taken your guilt from you and I will clothe you in priestly robes.’
5And he ordered: ‘Set a clean turban upon his head.’ So they set a clean turban on his

head, and clothed himwith garments. Themessenger of the LORD was standing by.
6And themessenger of the LORD testified to Joshua:
7 The LORD of hosts says: ‘If you walk in my ways, and if you will keep my instructions,

then youwill rulemyhouse and keepmy courts and Iwill give you a place of access among
these that stand by.

8Hear now, Joshua the high priest, you and your associates who sit before me; for they
aremenwho are a sign; for I am going to bring forthmy servant the Branch.

9On the stone that I have set before Joshua, on one stone, are seven facets. I will engrave
it,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘and I will remove the guilt of that land in one day.

10 On that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘you will each invite your neighbour under the
vine and under the fig tree.’

4
The Supporters of the Temple Service

1Then themessenger who talked withme came again and wokeme, as someone who is
woken from sleep.

2He said to me, ‘What do you see?’ I said, ‘I see a candlestick, all of gold, with a bowl on
its top, and seven lamps on it. There are seven pipes to each of the lamps, which are on its
top,

3 and two olive trees next to it, one on the right side of the bowl, and the other on its left
side.’

4 I said to themessenger who talked withme, ‘What are these, my lord?’
5 Then the messenger who talked with me answered, ‘Don’t you know what these are?’

And I said. ‘No, my lord.’
6He said tome, ‘This is themessage of the LORD regarding Zerubbabel: Not bymight, nor

by power, but bymy spirit, says the LORD of hosts,
7will I make the great mountain before Zerubbabel a plain. He will bring forth the top

stones with shoutings of, “Grace, grace, to it.” ’
8Moreover this message of the LORD came tome:
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9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house. His hands will also
finish it. Then youwill know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.

10Forwhohas despised the day of small things? Theywill rejoice, andwill see the plumb
line in the hand of Zerubbabel. (The seven lamps are the eyes of the LORD that search all
around the world.)

11Again I asked, ‘What are these two olive trees on the right side of the candlestick and
on its left side?’

12 Again, ‘What are these two branches of the olive trees, which are pouring out the
golden oil through the two golden pipes?’

13He answeredme, ‘Don’t you nowwhat these are?’ And I said, ‘No, my lord.’
14 Then he explained, ‘They are the two anointed ones who attend the Lord of all the

earth.’

5
The Flying Scroll

1Then again I looked up and saw a flying scroll.
2He said to me, ‘What do you see?’ I answered, ‘I see a flying scroll; twenty cubits long,

ten cubits wide.’
3Then he said to me, ‘This is the curse that goes over the whole land. Every thief will be

banished according to the writing on one side and everyone who lies under oath will be
banished according to the writing on the other side.

4 I have sent it out, says the LORD of hosts, and it will enter into the house of the thief, and
into the house of anyonewho swears falsely bymy name. It will remain in themidst of his
house and will consume it with its timber and its stones.’

TheWoman in an Ephah
5 Then the messenger who talked with me came forward, and said to me, ‘Look up and

see what is now coming.’
6 I said. ‘What is it?’ He said, ‘It is a measuring basket, full of the guilt of the land.’
7A round leaden coverwas lifted up, and therewas awoman sitting in themiddle of the

basket.
8He said, ‘This is Wickedness.’ He thrust her down into the midst of the basket and he

pushed the round leaden cover back on its mouth.
9Then I lookedupand saw twowomen, and thewindwas in theirwings. Theyhadwings

like the wings of a stork and they lifted up the basket between them.
10Then I said to themessenger who talked withme, ‘Where are they taking the basket?’
11He said to me, ‘To build her a house in the land of Shinar. When it is prepared, they

will rest the basket there.’

6
TheWar-Chariots of the Lord

1 Again I looked up, and saw four chariots come from between two mountains. The
mountains weremountains of bronze.

2The first chariot had red horses. The second chariot had black horses,
3 the third chariot white horses, and the fourth chariot dappled horses.
4Then I said to themessenger who talked withme, ‘What are these, my lord?’
5 The messenger answered me, ‘These are the four winds of heaven going out after

standing before the LORD of all the earth.
6 The black horses are going toward the north country and the white toward the west

and the dappled toward the south country.’
7 The strong horses came out, and were impatient to patrol the earth. So he said, ‘Go,

patrol the earth,’ and they did so.
8Then he cried out tome, ‘The horses that went to the north country will quiet my spirit

in the north country.’
Preparations for the Crowning of Zerubbabel

9Now this message of the LORD came tome:
10Take thegifts fromtheexilesHeldai, Tobijahand JedaiahwhohavecomefromBabylon

and go at once to Josiah the son of Zephaniah.
11Take their silver and gold and make a crown and set it on the head of the high priest,

Joshua son of Jehozadak.
12Tell him: ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, themanwhose name is the Branch. He

will branch out from his place and rebuild the temple of the LORD.
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13Hewill rebuild the temple andwill sit and rule upon his throne, receiving the honour
due to a king. A priest will stand by his throne and they will work together in peace and
harmony.

14 The crown will be a memorial in the temple of the LORD for Heldai and Tobijah and
Jedaiah, and Josiah the son of Zephaniah.

15People from far awaywill come and build in the temple of the LORD and youwill know
that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. This will happen if you diligently obey the voice
of the LORD your God.’

7
The Lord’s Real Demands

1 In the fourth year of the reign of King Darius, on the fourth day of Chislev, the ninth
month, the message of the LORD came to Zechariah.

2 The city of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech and their men, to entreat the
favour of the LORD,

3 and to ask the priests of the house of the LORD of hosts, and the prophets ‘Should I
continue to mourn in the fifthmonth, separatingmyself, as I have done for many years?’

4Then this message of the LORD of hosts came tome:
5Tell all the people of the land and thepriests, ‘Whenyou fasted andmourned in thefifth

and in the seventhmonth, for these seventy years, did you really fast for me?
6 When you eat and when you drink, do you not eat for yourselves, and drink for

yourselves?
7 Wasn’t it this which the LORD proclaimed by the earlier prophets, when Jerusalem

was inhabited and prosperous, and her towns surrounding her and the Negreb and the
Shephelah were inhabited?’

8The LORD gave this message to Zechariah:
9 The LORD of hosts says, execute true judgments. Show kindness and mercy to each

other.
10Do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the resident foreigner or the poor. Let none

of you devise evil against another in your hearts.
11But they refused to listen, and turned a stubborn shoulder, and stopped their ears so

they wouldn’t hear.
12They made their hearts as hard as stone so they wouldn’t accept the teaching and the

words that the LORD of hosts had sent by his spirit through the earlier prophets. Great was
the anger of the LORD of hosts:

13 I called and they would not hear, so they call and I do not hear, says the LORD of hosts.
14 I scattered them by a whirlwind out among nations unknown to them. The land was

left desolate behind them, with no one crossing or returning, for they made the pleasant
land a desolation.

8
Promises that the Scattered Exiles Will Return and the Lord’s Rule be Widely Acknowl-

edged
1Now this message of the LORD of hosts came tome:

2The LORD of hosts says:
I passionately care for Zion,
and I am fiercely protective of her.
3The LORD says, I have returned to Zion,
and will dwell in themidst of Jerusalem
and Jerusalemwill be called, “The City of Truth”
and themountain of the LORD of hosts, “The Holy Mountain.”
4The LORD of hosts says:
Oldmen and old womenwill sit again in the squares of Jerusalem,
each leaning on a staff because of old age.
5And the streets of the city will be full of boys,
and of girls playing in its squares.
6The LORD of hosts says:
Just because it seems impossible to the remnant of this people in these days,
is it also impossible for me? says the LORD of hosts.
7The LORD of hosts says:
I will rescuemy people
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from the land of the east and the land of the west.
8 I will bring them and they will live in Jerusalem,
and they will be my people,
and I will be their God,
in truth and righteousness.

9The LORD of hosts says: Let your hands be strong, youwhohear in these days thewords
of the prophets spokenwhen the foundations for the house of the LORD of hosts were laid.

10For before those days therewere nowages for people or animals. No one could go out
or return safe from enemies, because I set each against their neighbour.

11But now I will treat the remnant of the people differently from former days, says the
LORD of hosts.
12Peace will be sown.
The vine will bear its fruit and the groundwill yield its produce,
and the skies will give their dew.
I will give the remnant of this people all these things.
13 Just as you were accursed among the nations,
house of Judah and house of Israel,
so I will save you and youwill be a blessing.
Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.

14For theLORDofhosts says: As I planned todoevil to youwhenyourancestorsprovoked
me to anger, says the LORD of hosts, and I did not relent,

15soagainhave Iplanned in thesedays todogood to Jerusalemand to thehouseof Judah.
Do not be afraid.

16These are the things that you shoulddo: Speak the truth to eachother. Renderpeaceful
decisions in your gates.

17Let none of you devise evil in your heart against one another. Do not love perjury. All
these are things I hate, says the LORD.

18And this message of the LORD of hosts came tome:
19 The LORD of hosts says: The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and

the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, will be festivals of joy and gladness, and
cheerful feasts for the house of Judah. Therefore love truth and peace.

20The LORD of hosts says: Peoples, and the inhabitants of many cities will come,
21and the inhabitants of one city will go to another, saying, ‘Let us go speedily to entreat

the favour of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I will go also.’
22Manypeoples and strongnationswill come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and

to entreat the favour of the LORD.
23 The LORD of hosts says: In those days ten people from all languages and nations will

take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, ‘We will go with you, for we have heard that God is
with you.’

9
The Conquest of Israel’s Foes

1An oracle:
Themessage of the LORD concerns the land of Hadrach,
it rests upon Damascus.
For the capital of Aram belongs to the LORD,
as the tribes of Israel do,
2and also Hamath which borders on it.
Tyre and Sidon, for all their wisdom.
3Tyre built for herself a fortress.
Heaped up silver as dust,
and gold like the dirt of the streets.
4But now the Lord will dispossess her,
cast down her rampart into the sea.
She will be consumed in fire.
5Ashkelon will see and fear,
and Gaza writhe in anguish,
Ekron, also for her hope will be put to shame.
The king will perish from Gaza,
Ashkelon will remain uninhabited.
6A foreign people will settle in Ashdod,
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and I will humble the pride of the Philistines.
7 I will take their blood from their mouth,
and their abominations from between their teeth.
They also will be a remnant for our God,
like a tribe in Judah,
and Ekron will be like the Jebusites.

8But I will encamp as a guard about my house,
so that none will pass through or return,
and no oppressor will pass through them again,
for now I have seen withmy own eyes.

9Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, daughter of Jerusalem!
Look, your king comes to you.
Vindicated and victorious is he,
humble, and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10Hewill cut off chariots from Ephraim,
and war horses from Jerusalem.
The battle bowwill be cut off,
and he will speak peace to the nations.
His rule will be from sea to sea,
from the river to the ends of the earth.

11And you, too – because of your blood covenant,
I have set free your prisoners from the waterless pit.
12To the stronghold will the prisoners of hope return.
This day I declare, I will restore double to you.

13For I have bent Judah tome,
like a bowwhich I have filled with Ephraim like an arrow.
I will urge your sons, Zion, against the sons of Greece,
I will make you like the sword of a hero.
14Then the LORD will be seen above them
and his arrowwill go forth like lightning.
The LORD will blow a blast upon a trumpet,
and travel on the whirlwinds of the south.
15The LORD of hosts will defend them.
They will devour and tread down the slingstones,
they will drink their blood like wine,
they will be full like a bowl,
like the crevices of the altar.

16And the LORD their God will save them on that day,
as the flock of his people,
as the jewel of a crown
shining in his land.
17How good and how beautiful will it be!
Corn will make the youngmen flourish
and newwine the young women!

10
Victory and Restoration for the Lord’s Betrayed but Loyal People

1Ask from the LORD rain,
at the time of spring rain,
from the LORD who forms the storm clouds,
and the showers of rain he gives to you,
and green in the field.
2But the household gods speak nonsense,
and the diviners see lies,
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and relate idle dreams.
In vain they offer comfort,
so the people wander like sheep,
They suffer because there is no shepherd.
3Mywrath is hot against the shepherds,
and on the leaders will I bring punishment.
For the LORD cares for his flock,
the house of Judah,
and will make them his splendid war steeds.
4From Judahwill come the cornerstone and the stay,
from them the battle bow,
from them goes forth every commander.
5Together they will trample on warriors,
as on the dirt of the streets in battle.
They fight, for the LORD is with them,
putting the riders on horses to shame.
6 I will make strong the house of Judah,
I will bring deliverance to the house of Joseph,
I will bring them back for I have compassion on them,
they will be as if I had not driven them away.
For I am the LORD their God andwill answer them.
7The Ephraimites will be like warriors,
their hearts will rejoice as with wine,
their children will see and rejoice.
Their hearts will exult in the LORD.
8 I will whistle for them, and gather them,
and they will be as many as they once were.
9 I will sow them among the peoples,
but in distant lands they will rememberme,
and they will bring up their children and come back.
10 I will bring them home from the land of Egypt,
and from Assyria will I gather them.
Into the land of Gilead and Lebanon I will bring them,
until the land overflows with them.
11Andwhen they pass through the sea of distress,
I will strike down the waves of the sea,
and all the deeps of the Nile will be dried up.
The pride of Assyria will be brought low
and the sceptre of Egypt turned aside.
12 I will make them strong in the LORD,
they will walk in his name,

says the LORD.

11
Fate of Judah’s Traitorous Rulers and the Ultimate Deliverance

1Open your doors, Lebanon,
so that firemay devour your cedars.
2Wail, pine-tree, for the cedar is fallen.
Wail, oaks of Bashan,
for the inaccessible forest has fallen.
3Listen to the wailing of the shepherds!
Their glory is destroyed.
Listen to the roaring of young lions!
Blasted is the thick forest of the Jordan.

4The LORD said to me: shepherd the flock destined for slaughter,
5whose possessors slaughter them, and hold themselves not guilty! The people who sell

themsay, Blessedbe theLORD, for I amrich! And their own shepherds haveno compassion
for them.



Zechariah 11:6 193 Zechariah 12:8

6 Iwill no longerhavepityon thepeopleof this earth, says theLORD. Iwill turnneighbour
against neighbour, and put everyone under the power of a king, and when the land is
devastated I will not rescue them.

7 So I shepherded the flock of slaughter for the sheep-merchants. I took two staffs: one I
calledMercy and the other I called Union. So I shepherded the sheep.

8 I set aside three of the shepherds in one month; for I was indignant against them, and
they also were displeased at me.

9 I said, I will not shepherd you. What is dead, let it die. What is set aside, let it be set
aside. And let those who are left devour one another’s flesh.

10And I tookmy staff, Mercy, and broke it, so as to breakmy covenant which I hadmade
with all the peoples.

11 In that day it was broken, and the sheep-merchantswhowatchedme knew that it was
the LORD’s message.

12And I said to them, ‘If it is good in your sight, give me my wage. If not, don’t.’ So they
weighed out mywage, thirty pieces of silver.

13And the LORD said to me, Cast it into the treasury – the precious wage that at which I
was valued by them! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and cast them into the house of the
LORD, into the treasury.

14Then I broke my second staff called Union so as to dissolve the brotherhood between
Judah and Jerusalem.

15And the LORD said to me: Take again the implements of a worthless shepherd.
16 For I am about to appoint a shepherd over the land. Those who are thrust down he

will not visit. Those who are scattered he will not seek out. The wounded he will not heal,
the sick hewill notmakewhole, but the flesh of the fat hewill devour and even their hoofs
he will tear.
17Woe tomyworthless shepherd, who deserts the flock!
May the sword strike his arm and his right eye.
May his arm completely wither.
And his right eye be blinded.

12
Jerusalem’s Deliverance fromHeathen Attack

1An oracle. This is themessage of the LORD about Israel. The LORDwho stretches out the
heavens, and lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the human spirit within people
says:
2Look! I am about to make Jerusalem
a cup of drunkenness for all the surrounding peoples.
There will be a siege of Jerusalem.
3On that day that I will make Jerusalem
a stone to be lifted up by all the peoples.
All who lift it up will surely hurt themselves!
And all the nations of the earth will be gathered together against it.
4On that day, says the LORD, I will strike
every horse with panic and its rider withmadness.
But over the house of Judah I will keep watch,
though I strike every horse belonging to the peoples with blindness.
5And the chieftains of Judah will say to themselves,
‘The strength of the inhabitants is in the LORD of hosts their God.’
6 In that day I will make the chieftains of Judah
like a pan of fire in the woods,
like a torch among sheaves,
they will devour right and left all the surrounding peoples.
But Jerusalemwill abide on its own site.
7And the LORD will first give victory to the tents of Judah,
so that the glory of the house of David, and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem be not exalted

above Judah.
8 In that day the LORD will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and the feeblest among themwill in that day be like David,
and the house of David like God, like themessenger of the LORD before them.
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9And in that day Iwill seek to destroy all the nationswho have comeup against Jerusalem.
10And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
the spirit of pity and compassion. They will look on himwhom they have pierced
and they will lament for him as one laments for an only son.
They will bitterly grieve for him as one grieves for the firstborn.
11 In that daymourning will be as great in Jerusalem
as themourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.
12And the land will mourn, each family by itself:
the family of the house of David by itself,
and their wives by themselves,
and the family of the house of Nathan by itself,
and their wives by themselves,
13and the family of the house of Levi by itself,
and their wives by themselves,
the family of the Shimeites by itself,
and their wives by themselves,
14and all the families who are left, each by itself,
and their wives by themselves.

13
1On that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David,
and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.
2And it will be on that day, says the LORD of hosts,
I will cut off the names of the idols from the land and they will be remembered nomore.
And the prophets and the unclean spirit I will banish from the land.
3 If anyman prophesy anymore,
his father and his mother who bore him, will say to him,
‘Youwill not live, for you speak falsehood in the name of the LORD.’
And his father and his mother who bore him will stab him through when he is seized by

the prophetic frenzy.
4And it will be in that day that the prophets will be ashamed, each of his vision,
and will not wear the hairy mantle in order to deceive.
5Each will say, ‘I am not a prophet,
a tiller of the ground am I, for the ground is my possession frommy youth.’
6And they will say to him, ‘What are these scars on your back?’
And he will say, ‘The scars which I received in the house of my friends.’
7Awake, sword, against my shepherd,
against themanwho stands near to me,
says the LORD of hosts.
I will strike the shepherd so that the sheepmay be scattered,
I will turnmy hand against the little ones.
8 In all the land, says the LORD,
two-thirds in it will be cut off and die,
but a third will be left in it.
9 I will bring the third into the fire,
andmelt it as onemelts silver,
and test it as one tests gold.
Then they will call onmy name,
and I myself will answer them.
I will say, ‘They aremy people.’
They will say, ‘The LORD is our God.’

14
The Judgment upon the Heathen and the Exaltation of the Lord

1A day is coming for the LORD, when your plundered possessions will be divided while
you watch.

2And all the nations will gather to Jerusalem, to fight against it. The city will be taken
and the houses plundered and thewomen raped. Half of the citywill go into captivity, and
the rest of the people left in the ruins.
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3Then the LORDwill go forth and fight against these nations, as once he fought in the day
of battle.

4On that day his feet will stand on theMount of Olives, (which is opposite Jerusalem, on
the east). TheMount of Oliveswill be split into halves, fromeast towest, by an exceedingly
great valley; and half of themountain will slide northwards and half southwards.

5 You will escape through my valley – the valley between the hills will extend as far as
Azel, and you will flee as you fled from before the earthquake, in the days of Uzziah king
of Judah. But the LORD your Godwill come, and all the holy ones with him.

6And in that day, there will be no heat nor cold nor frost,
7but it will be constant day – it is known to the LORD –with neither day nor night. Even

at evening time there will be light.
8And on that day living waters will flow from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea

and half of them to the western sea; in both summer andwinter.
9The LORDwill be king over all the earth. On that day the LORDwill be one, and his name

one.
10 The land will be changed to plain, from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, but

Jerusalem will be high and inhabited as it stands, from the Benjamin Gate up to the place
of the first gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate, and as far as the king’s
winepresses.

11 Jerusalem will be inhabited, for never again will it be doomed to destruction, and its
people will abide in security.

12This is the plaguewithwhich the LORDwill strike all the peopleswhoarray themselves
against Jerusalem: hewillmake theirflesh rotwhile they standon their feet, and their eyes
will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouth.

13On that day a great panic sent by the Lord will fall on them. Everyone will seize their
neighbours and attack them.

14Even Judah will fight at Jerusalem, and the wealth of the surrounding nations will be
gathered up – gold and silver and piles of clothing.

15Plaguewill fall upon the horses, mules, camels, and donkeys, and on all the animals in
all those camps.

16All who are left of all the nations which fought against Jerusalem will come up from
year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the pilgrim-feast of
tabernacles.

17Whoever of all the peoples of the earth will not come up to Jerusalem to worship the
King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain.

18 If the family of Egypt does not go up nor enter in, on them also will come the plague
with which the LORD will strike the nations.

19This will be the punishment for the sin of Egypt and the punishment for the sin of all
nations which do not come up to keep the feast of the tabernacles.

20On that day therewill be inscribed upon the bells of the horses, “Holy to the LORD” and
the pots in the house of the LORD will be as holy as the sacrificial bowls before the altars.

21 Every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the LORD of hosts and all who
sacrificewill come and take of themand cook the sacrifices in them. Therewill be nomore
traffickers in the house of the LORD of hosts in that day.
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Malachi
The Lord’s Love for Israel

1An oracle. Themessage of the LORD to Israel throughMalachi.

2 ‘I have loved you,’ says the LORD. ‘But you ask, “How have you shown love to us?” Was
not Esau Jacob’s brother?’ explains the LORD of hosts, ‘yet I loved Jacob,

3 but hated Esau, and made his mountains a desolation, and transformed his ancestral
land into a wilderness.

4 When Edom says, “We are beaten down, but we will return and rebuild the ruined
places” ’ the LORD of hosts says, ‘Theymaybuild, but Iwill throwdown. Theywill be called,
“The border land of wickedness,” the people against whom the LORD is angry forever.

5Your own eyes will see this, and youwill say, “the LORD’s greatness reaches beyond the
border of Israel.” ’

Against the Priests
6 ‘Asonhonourshis fatherand servant theirmaster. If I ama father,where ismyhonour?

And if I am amaster, where is the one who fears me? So says the LORD to you, priests who
despise my name. You ask, “How have we despised your name?”

7 You offer on my altar bread that is polluted. You ask, “How have we polluted it?”
Because you say, “The table of the LORD is contemptible.”

8When you offer the blind animal for sacrifice, “It doesn’t matter!” Andwhen you offer
the lame and the sick “It doesn’t matter!” Give an animal like that to your governor; will
he be pleased with it? Will he receive you favourably?’ says the LORD of hosts.

9Now, plead for the favour of God with such an offering, so that he may be gracious to
us. ‘Would I receive any of you favourably?’ says the LORD of hosts.

10 ‘If only one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you could not kindle useless
fires on my altar! I have no pleasure in you,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘Nor will I accept an
offering from your hand.

11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great among the nations, and
in every place they offer to my name a pure offering. For my name is great among the
nations,’ says the LORD of hosts.

12 ‘But you profane me when you say, “The table of the LORD is polluted, and its food is
contemptible.”

13 You say also, “How tired we are of all this!” and you sniff contemptuously at it. You
have brought the blind, the lame and the sick as offerings. Should I accept this from your
hand?’ says the LORD of hosts.

14 ‘Cursed be the cheat, who has in his flock a valuable male, but vows and sacrifices to
the Lord a blemished animal! For I am a great king,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘andmy name
is feared among the nations.’

2
1 ‘Now, you priests, this command is for you.
2 If youwill not hear, and if you do not take it to heart, to give glory tomy name,’ says the

LORD of hosts, ‘Then I will lay a curse on you. I will turn your blessings into curses. Indeed
I have already done so, because you pay no attention.

3 I will punish your descendants! I will spread offal upon your faces, even the offal of
your pilgrim feasts, you will be discarded.

4Youwill thenknow that I have sent this command to you, so thatmy covenantwith Levi
may be preserved,’ says the LORD of hosts.

5 ‘My covenant with him was to give life and peace. I gave them to him so that he might
revere me. He reveredme, and stood in awe of my name.

6The true instructionwas inhismouth, and injusticewasnot found inhis lips; Hewalked
withme in peace and uprightness, and turnedmany away from iniquity.

7 For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and people should seek the law from his
mouth, because he is themessenger of the LORD of hosts.

8 ‘But you have turned aside from thatway. You have causedmany to stumble in the law.
You have corrupted the covenant of Levi,’ says the LORD of hosts.

9 ‘So I have I made you contemptible and degraded before all the people, because you
have not kept myways, and have had no respect for me in imparting the law.’



Malachi 2:10 197 Malachi 3:16

Unfaithfulness
10Don’t we have all one father? Didn’t one God created us? Why do we deal faithlessly

with one another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors?
11 Judah is treacherous, and abominations are committed in Israel and in Jerusalem

because Judah has profaned the holy things loved by the LORD, and has married the
daughter of a foreign god.

12 May the LORD banish from the community of Jacob anyone who does this, anyone
awaking, testifying, andmaking an offering to the LORD of hosts.

13 And you also do this: You cover the altar of the LORD with tears, because he doesn’t
accept the offering anymore, doesn’t accept it from your hand.

14Yet you ask, ‘Why?’ Because the LORD is testifying against you onbehalf of thewife you
married when you were young. You have been unfaithful to her, even though she is your
companion, and your legal wife.

15Did not the one God make everyone, so that all both flesh and spirit is his? And what
does that one God seek but godly children? Therefore keep watch over your spirit, and let
none of you deal faithlessly with the wife of your youth.

16 ‘Amanwho divorces or puts away his wife,’ says LORD, the God of Israel, ‘overwhelms
herwithcruelty.’ TheLORDofhosts says: ‘Keepwatchoveryour spirit, donotbeunfaithful.’

The Lord’s Coming Judgment
17Youhavewearied the LORDwith yourwords. You ask, ‘Howhavewewearied him?’ By

saying, ‘Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them.’
Or, ‘Where is the God of justice?’

3
1 ‘I am about to send my messenger and he will clear a path before me: And the LORD,

who you are seeking, will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
who you long for is already coming, says the LORD of hosts.

2Butwho can endure the day of his coming? Andwhowill stand firmwhen he appears?
He is like a refiner’s fire, and like a launderer’s soap,

3 and he will sit as a refiner and purifier. He will purify the descendants of Levi, and
refine them like gold and silver, until they are fit to bring offerings to the LORD.

4 Then will the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant to the LORD, as in the days
of old, and as in former years.

5 ‘I will come to you in judgment. I will be quick to testify against the sorcerers,
adulterers, perjurers, those who cheat workers, or widows, or orphans, deny justice to
immigrants, and do not fear me,’ says the LORD of hosts.

6 ‘For I, the LORD, do not change; and you have not ceased to be descendants of Jacob.’
Paying the Tithe

7 ‘Fromthedaysof yourancestors, youhave turnedaside frommystatutes, andyouhave
not kept them. Turn to me and I will turn to you,’ says the LORD. ‘You say, “How should we
turn?”

8 Can a human rob God? Yet you robbed me. You ask, “How have we robbed you?” In
tithes and gifts!

9You – your entire nation – are all cursed, because you robme.
10 ‘Bring thewhole tithe into the storehouse, so that there is food inmy house. Testme in

this way. See if I will not open to you the windows of the sky, and pour you out a blessing,
until there is more than enough.

11 I will rebuke for your sakes the devouring locust and he will not destroy your crops,
nor will the vine fail to ripen its fruit in the field, says the LORD of hosts,

12 and all nations will call you happy, for you will be a delightful land,’ says the LORD of
hosts.

Future Reward of the Godless and Faithful
13 ‘You have said terrible things about me,’ says the LORD. ‘You ask, “What have we said

about you?”
14You have said, “It is useless to serve God, and what do we gain from the LORD of hosts

by keeping his commands, and walkingmournfully in funeral garb before him?
15 So now we call the proud happy, evildoers thrive: they dare God and escape

unharmed.” ’
16 Such things those who revered the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD took

notice, and a recordwaswritten before him of thosewho revered the LORD and thosewho
keep inmind his name.
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17 ‘Theywill bemine,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘my special possession on that day that I am
preparing. I will spare them as aman spares his son who serves him.

18Once again my people will see the difference between the righteous and the wicked,
between the person who serves God and the person who does not.’

4
1 ‘The day is coming that will burn like a furnace, and all the proud and all evildoers will

be stubble, and the day that is coming will burn them up,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘leaving
neither root nor branch.

2But to you who revere my name there will arise the sun of righteousness with healing
in its wings, and you will run free like calves let out from their stall.

3 In the day when I act you will tread down the wicked, they will be as ashes under the
soles of your feet,’ says the LORD of hosts.

4 ‘Remember the law of Moses my servant, statutes and judgments which I gave him at
Horeb for all Israel.

5 I am about to send to you Elijah the prophet, before the great and terrible day of the
LORD comes.

6He will turn fathers’ hearts to their sons and sons’ hearts to their fathers, so that I will
not come and strike the earth with judgement.’
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The
Good News According to

Matthew
The Birth, Parentage and Infancy

1A genealogy of Jesus Christ, a descendant of David and Abraham.
2Abrahamwas the father of Isaac, Isaac of Jacob, Jacob of Judah and his brothers,
3 Judah of Perez and Zerah, whosemotherwas Tamar, Perez of Hezron, Hezron of Aram,
4Aram of Aminadab, Aminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salmon,
5SalmonofBoaz,whosemotherwasRahab, BoazofObed,whosemotherwasRuth,Obed

of Jesse,
6 Jesse of David the King. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother was Uriah’s

widow,
7 Solomon of Rehoboam, Rehoboam of Abijah, Abijah of Asa,
8Asa of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat of Joram, Joram of Uzziah,
9Uzziah of Jotham, Jotham of Ahaz, Ahaz of Hezekiah,
10Hezekiah of Manasseh, Manasseh of Amon, Amon of Josiah,
11 Josiah of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the Exile to Babylon.
12 After the Exile to Babylon – Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, Salathiel of

Zerubbabel,
13Zerubbabel of Abiud, Abiud of Eliakim, Eliakim of Azor,
14Azor of Zadok, Zadok of Achim, Achim of Eliud,
15Eliud of Eleazar, Eleazar of Matthan, Matthan of Jacob,
16 Jacob of Joseph, the husband of Mary, who was the mother of Jesus, who is called

“Christ”.
17 So the whole number of generations from Abraham to David is fourteen; from David

to the Exile to Babylon fourteen; and from the Exile to Babylon to the Christ fourteen.

18This is how Jesus Christ was born:
His motherMary was engaged to Joseph, but, before themarriage took place, she found

herself to be pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit.
19 Her husband, Joseph, was a just man and, since he did not want to disgrace her

publicly, he resolved to put an end to their engagement privately.
20Hehadbeen thinking this over,when anangel of the Lord appeared to him in adream.
‘Joseph, son of David,’ the angel said, ‘do not be afraid to takeMary for yourwife, for her

child has been conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit.
21Shewill give birth to a son; namehim Jesus, for hewill save his people from their sins.’
22All this happened in fulfilment of thesewords of the Lord through the prophet, where

he says –
23 “The virgin will conceive and will give birth to a son, and they will give him the name

Immanuel”

– a word whichmeans “God is with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord had directed him.
25Hemade Mary his wife, but they did not sleep together before the birth of her son; and
to this son he gave the name Jesus.

2
1 After the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem in Judea, in the reign of King Herod, some

astrologers from the East arrived in Jerusalem, asking,
2 ‘Where is the newborn king of the Jews? Forwe sawhis star in the east, and have come

to worship him.’
3When King Herod heard of this, he wasmuch troubled, and so too was all Jerusalem.
4 He called together all the chief priests and teachers of the Law in the nation, and

questioned them as to where the Christ was to be born.
5 ‘At Bethlehem in Judea,’was their answer, ‘for it is said in the prophet –

6 “And you, Bethlehem in Judah’s land,
are in no way least among the chief cities of Judah,

for out of you will come a ruler –
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whowill shepherdmy people Israel.” ’
7 Then Herod secretly sent for the astrologers. He found out from them the time of the

appearance of the star.
8Sending them to Bethlehem he said, ‘Go andmake a careful search for the child. When

you have found him, bring word back to me, so that I, too, can go andworship him.’
9The astrologers heard what the king had to say, and then continued their journey. The

star which they had seen in the east led them on, until it reached and stood over the place
where the child was.

10At the sight of the star they were filled with joy.
11 Entering the house, they saw the child with his mother, Mary, and fell at his feet and

worshipped him. Then they opened their treasure chests, and offered to the child presents
of gold, frankincense, andmyrrh.

12But afterwards, havingbeenwarned in adreamnot to goback toHerod, they returned
to their own country by another road.

13After they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, and said, ‘Get
up, take the child and his mother, and seek refuge in Egypt; and stay there until I tell you
to return, for Herod is about to search for the child, to put him to death.’

14 Joseph woke up, and taking the child and his mother by night, went into Egypt,
15 and there he stayed until Herod’s death. This was in fulfilment of these words of the

Lord in the prophet, where he says –
“Out of Egypt I calledmy Son.”

16When Herod found out that the astrologers had tricked him, he flew into a rage. He
sent andput to death all the boys in Bethlehemand thewhole of that region,whowere two
years old or under, guided by the time which he had learned from the astrologers.

17Thenwere fulfilled these words spoken in the prophet Jeremiah, where he says –
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping andmourning loudly;
Rachel, weeping for her children,

refusing all comfort for they were dead.”
19But, on thedeathofHerod, anangel of theLordappeared inadreamto Joseph inEgypt,

and said,
20 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go into the Land of Israel, for those who

sought to take the child’s life are dead.’
21Hewoke up, and taking the child and his mother, went into the Land of Israel.
22But, hearing that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as king of Judea, he was

afraid to go back there; and having been warned in a dream, he went into the part of the
country called Galilee.

23There he settled in the town of Nazareth, in fulfilment of these words in the prophets
– “Hewill be called a Nazarene.”

3
The Preparation

1About that time John the Baptist first appeared, proclaiming in thewilderness of Judea:
2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’
3 John was the one whowas spoken of in the prophet Isaiah, where he says –

“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
‘Make ready the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”

4 John’s clothes were made of camels’ hair, with a leather strap round his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey.

5At that time Jerusalem, and all Judea, as well as the whole district of the Jordan, went
out to him

6andwere baptised by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.
7Butwhen Johnsawmanyof thePhariseesandSadducees coming to receivehisbaptism,

he said to them, ‘You children of snakes! Who has prompted you to seek refuge from the
coming judgment?

8Let your life, then, prove your repentance;
9 and do not think that you can say among yourselves “Abraham is our ancestor,” for I

tell you that out of these stones God is able to raise descendants for Abraham!
10Already the axe is lying at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that fails to bear

good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
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11 I, indeed, baptise you with water to teach repentance; but he who is coming after me
ismore powerful than I, and I amnot fit even to carry his sandals. Hewill baptise youwith
the Holy Spirit and with fire.

12His winnowing-fan is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor, and store his
grain in the barn, but the chaff he will burn with a fire that cannot be put out.’

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan, to John, to be baptised by him.
14But John tried to prevent him.
‘I need to be baptised by you,’ he said, ‘so why have you come tome?’
15 ‘This is the way it should be for now,’ Jesus answered, ‘because we should do

everything that God requires.’ So John agreed.
16After the baptismof Jesus, and just as he cameup from thewater, the heavens opened,

and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and resting on him,
17and from the heavens there came a voicewhich said, ‘This ismydearly loved son,who

brings me great joy.’

4
1Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.
2And, after he had fasted for forty days and forty nights, he became hungry.
3The Tempter came to him, and said:

‘If you are God’s Son, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.’
4But Jesus answered, ‘Scripture says –
“It is not on bread alone that a person is to live, but on everyword that comes from

themouth of God.” ’
5 Then the devil took him to the Holy City, and, placing him on the parapet of the temple,
said to him,
6 ‘If you are God’s Son, throw yourself down, for scripture says –
“Hewill give his angels commands about you,
and on their hands they will lift you up,
so you do not even strike your foot against a stone.” ’
7 ‘Scripture also says,’ answered Jesus,
‘ “Youmust not tempt the Lord your God.” ’
8 The third time, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain, and, showing him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendour, said to him:
9 ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall at my feet and worshipme.’
10Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go away, Satan! For scripture says –
“Youmust worship the Lord your God, andworship him only.” ’
11Then the devil left him alone, and angels came and helped him.

TheWork in Galilee
12When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he returned to Galilee.
13Afterwards, leaving Nazareth, hewent and settled at Capernaum,which is by the side

of the sea, within the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali;
14 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet Isaiah –

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
the land of the Road by the sea, and beyond the Jordan,

with Galilee of the Gentiles –
16The people whowere living in darkness

have seen a great light,
and, for those whowere living in the shadow-land of death,

a light has dawned!”

17At that time Jesus began to proclaim –
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

18As Jesuswaswalkingalong the shoreof theSeaofGalilee, he sawtwobrothers –Simon,
also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew – casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen.

19 ‘Come and followme,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will teach you to fish for people.’
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20The twomen left their nets at once and followed him.
21Going further on, he saw twoothermenwhowere alsobrothers, James, Zebedee’s son,

and his brother John, in their boatwith their father,mending their nets. Jesus called them,
22and they at once left their boat and their father, and followed him.
23 Jesus went all through Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good

news of the kingdom, and curing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among
the people;

24 and his fame spread all through Syria. They brought to him all who were ill with any
form of disease, or who were suffering pain – any who were either possessed by demons,
or were lunatic, or paralysed; and he cured them.

25Hewas followedby large crowds fromGalilee, thedistrict of theTenTowns, Jerusalem,
Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

5
1On seeing the crowds of people, Jesuswent up the hill; and, when he had taken his seat,

his disciples came up to him;
2and he began to teach them, saying:

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4Blessed are themourners,
for they will be comforted.

5Blessed are the gentle,
for they will inherit the earth.

6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be satisfied.

7Blessed are themerciful,
for they will findmercy.

8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

10Blessed are those who have been persecuted in the cause of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 ‘Blessed are you when people insult you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of
evil lies about you because ofme.
12Be glad and rejoice, because your reward in heaven will be great; this is the way
they persecuted the prophets who lived before you.

13 ‘You are salt for the world. But if salt becomes tasteless, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown away, and trampled
underfoot.

14 It is you who are the light of the world. A town that stands on a hill cannot be
hidden.

15 People do not light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp-stand,
where it gives light to everyone in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before the eyes of others so that, seeing your good
actions, they will praise your Father who is in heaven.

17 ‘Do not think that I have come to do away with the Law or the prophets; I have
not come to do awaywith them, but to complete them.

18For I tell you, until the heavens and the earth disappear, not even the smallest
letter, nor one stroke of a letter, will disappear from the Law until all is done.

19 Whoever, therefore, breaks one of these commandments, even the least of
them, and teaches others to do so, will be the least esteemed in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever keeps them, and teaches others to do so, will be esteemed
great in the kingdom of heaven.

20 Indeed I tell you that, unless you obey God’s commands better than of the
teachers of the Law, and Pharisees, youwill never enter the kingdom of heaven.

21 ‘You have heard that to our ancestors it was said – “You must not commit
murder,” and “Whoever commitsmurder will be brought to trial.”

22 But I say to you that anyone who is angry at their brother or sister will be
brought to trial; andwhoever insults their brother or sisterwill be brought before
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the High Council, while whoever calls them a fool will be in danger of the fires of
Gehenna.

23Therefore, when presenting your gift at the altar, if even there you remember
that your brother or sister has something against you,

24 leave your gift there, before the altar, go and be reconciled to them, first, then
come and present your gift.

25 Be ready to make friends with your opponent, even when you meet them on
your way to the court; otherwise they might hand you over to the judge, and the
judge to the judicial officer, and youwill be thrown into prison.

26 I tell you, youwill not come out until you have paid the last cent.
27 ‘You have heard that it was said – “Youmust not commit adultery.”
28But I say to you that anyone who looks at a woman and desires her has already

committed adultery with her in his heart.
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, take it out and throw it away. It would be

best for you to lose one part of your body, and not to have the whole of it thrown
into Gehenna.

30And, if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It would
bebest for you to lose onepart of yourbody, andnot tohave thewhole of it godown
to Gehenna.

31 ‘It was also said – “Let anyone who divorces his wife serve her with a notice of
separation.”

32But I say toyou thatanyonewhodivorceshiswife, excepton thegroundof some
serioussexual sin, leads tohercommittingadultery;whileanyonewhomarriesher
after her divorce is guilty of adultery.

33Again, you have heard that our ancestorswere told – “Donot break your oaths,
keep your vows to the Lord.”

34 But I say to you that you must not swear at all, either by heaven, since that is
God’s throne,

35or by the earth, since that is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, since that is the city
of the Great King.

36Nor should you swear by your head, since you cannotmake a single hair either
white or black.

37Let your words be simply “Yes” or “No”; anything beyond this comes fromwhat
is evil.

38 ‘You have heard that it was said – “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”
39 But I say to you that you must not resist those who wrong you; but, if anyone

strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other to them also.
40 If someone sues you for your shirt, let them have your cloak as well.
41 If you are forced to carry a soldier’s pack for onemile, carry it two.
42Give toanyonewhoasks and, if someonewants toborrow fromyou, donot turn

them away.
43You have heard that it was said – “Youmust love your neighbour and hate your

enemy.”
44Butwhat I tell you is this: love your enemies, and pray for thosewho persecute

you,
45so that youmaybecome children of your Fatherwho is in heaven; for he causes

his sun to rise on bad and good alike, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous.

46 For, if you love only those who love you, what reward will you have? Even the
tax collectors do this!

47And, if you only welcome your brothers and sisters, what are you doing more
than others? Even the Gentiles do this!

48You, then,must become perfect – as your heavenly Father is perfect.

6
1 ‘Take care not to perform your religious duties in public in order to be seen by

others; if you do, your Father who is in heaven has no reward for you.
2Therefore, when you do acts of charity, do not have a trumpet blown in front of

you, as hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets so that peoplewill praise
them. There, I tell you, is their reward!

3But, when you do acts of charity, do not let your left hand knowwhat your right
hand is doing,
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4 so that your charity may be secret; and your Father, who sees what is in secret,
will reward you.

5 ‘And, when you pray, you are not to behave as hypocrites do. They like to pray
standing in the synagogues and at the corners of the streets, so that people will see
them. There, I tell you, is their reward!

6But, when one of you prays, they should go into their own room, shut the door,
and pray to their Father who dwells in secret; and their Father, who sees what is
secret, will reward them.

7When praying, do not repeat the same words over and over again, as is done by
the Gentiles, who think that by usingmanywords they will obtain a hearing.

8Do not imitate them; for God, your Father, knowswhat you need before you ask
him.

9You, therefore, should pray like this –
“Our Father, who is in heaven,
may your name be held holy,
10your kingdom come, your will be done –

on earth, as in heaven.
11Give us today

the bread that wewill need;
12and forgive us our wrongdoings,

as we have forgiven those who have wronged us;
13and take us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.”
14 For, if you forgive others their offences, your heavenly Father will forgive you
also;
15but, if you do not forgive others their offences, not even your Father will forgive
your offences.

16 ‘And,when you fast, do not put on gloomy looks, as hypocrites dowhodisfigure
their faces so that theymay be seen by people to be fasting. That, I tell you, is their
reward!

17But, when one of you fasts, they should anoint their head andwash their face,
18 so that they may not be seen by people to be fasting, but by their Father who

dwells in secret; and their Father, who sees what is secret, will reward them.
19 ‘Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust

destroy, andwhere thieves break in and steal.
20But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where neither moth nor rust

destroys, andwhere thieves do not break in or steal.
21For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
22The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is unclouded, your whole body will

be lit up;
23but, if your eye is diseased, yourwhole bodywill be darkened. And, if the inner

light is darkness, how intensemust that darkness be!
24No one can serve twomasters, for either they will hate one and love the other,

or else they will attach themselves to one and despise the other. You cannot serve
both God andMoney.

25 ‘This is why I say to you, Do not be anxious about your life –what you can get to
eat or drink, or about your body – what you can get to wear. Is not life more than
food, and the bodymore than clothing?

26Look at the wild birds – they neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns; and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them! Aren’t youmore precious than they?

27But which of you, by being anxious, can prolong their life a singlemoment?
28And why be anxious about clothing? Study the wild lilies, and how they grow.

They neither toil nor spin;
29 yet I tell you that even Solomon in all his splendour was not robed like one of

these.
30 If God so clothes even the grass of thefield, which is living today and tomorrow

will be thrown into the oven, won’t hemuchmore clothe you, you of little faith?
31 Do not then ask anxiously “What can we get to eat?” or “What can we get to

drink?” or “What canwe get to wear?”
32All these are the things for which the nations are seeking, and your heavenly

Father knows that you need them all.
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33But first seek his kingdom and the righteousness that he requires, and then all
these things will be added for you.

34Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrowwill bring its own
anxieties. Every day has trouble enough of its own.

7
1 ‘Do not judge and youwill not be judged.
2 For, just as you judge others, you will yourselves be judged, and the standard

that you use will be used for you.
3Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your friend’s eye, while you pay no

attention at all to the plank of wood in yours?
4Howwill you say to your friend “Letme take out the speck fromyour eye,”when

all the time there is a plank in your own?
5Hypocrite! Take out the plank from your own eye first, and then you will see

clearly how to take out the speck from your friend’s.
6 ‘Do not give what is sacred to dogs; they will turn and maul you. Do not throw

your pearls before pigs; they will trample themunderfoot.
7Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door

will be opened to you.
8For the person who asks receives, the person who searches finds, and the door

will be opened to the personwho knocks.
9Who among you, when their child asks them for bread, will give them a stone,
10or when they ask for a fish, will give them a snake?
11 If you, then, wicked though you are, know how to give good gifts to your

children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to
those who ask him!

12 ‘Dotootherswhateveryouwouldwish themtodotoyou; for that is the teaching
of both the Law and the prophets.

13 Go in by the small gate. The road that leads to destruction is broad and
spacious, andmany go in by it.

14For the gate is small, and the road narrow, that leads to life, and there are few
who find it.

15 ‘Beware of false teachers – people who come to you in the guise of sheep, but at
heart they are ravenous wolves.

16By the fruit of their lives youwill know them. Dopeoplepick grapes fromthorn
bushes, or figs from thistles?

17 So, too, every sound tree bears good fruit, while a worthless tree bears bad
fruit.

18Asoundtreecannotproducebad fruit, norcanaworthless treebeargood fruit.
19Every tree that fails to bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
20So it is by the fruit of their lives that youwill know such people.
21 Not everyone who says to me “Master! Master!” will enter the kingdom of

heaven, but only he who does the will ofmy Father who is in heaven.
22On that day many will say to me “Master, Master, was not it in your name that

we taught, and in your name that we drove out demons, and in your name that we
didmanymiracles?”

23And then I will say to them plainly “I never knew you. Go from my presence,
youwho live in sin.”

24 ‘Everyone, therefore, who listens to this teaching ofmine and acts on itmay be
compared to a prudent person, who built their house on the rock.

25The rain poured down, the rivers rose, the winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall, for its foundations were on the rock.

26 Everyone who listens to this teaching of mine and does not act on it may be
compared to a foolish person, who built their house on the sand.

27The rain poured down, the rivers rose, the winds blew and struck against that
house, and it fell with a great crash.’

28By the time that Jesus had finished speaking, the crowdwas filled with amazement at
his teaching.

29For he taught them like one who had authority, and not like their teachers of the Law.
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8
1When Jesus had come down from the hill, great crowds followed him.
2He saw a leper who came up, and bowed to the ground before him, and said, ‘Master, if

only you are willing, you are able to makeme clean.’
3Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched him, saying as he did so, ‘I amwilling; become

clean.’ Instantly he wasmade clean from his leprosy;
4and then Jesus said to him, ‘Be careful not to say aword to anyone, but go and show

yourself to thepriest, andoffer thegiftdirectedbyMoses, asevidenceofyourcure.’
5After Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion in the Roman army came up to him,

entreating his help.
6 ‘Sir,’ he said, ‘my manservant is lying ill at my house with a stroke of paralysis, and is

suffering terribly.’
7 ‘I will come and cure him,’ answered Jesus.
8 ‘Sir,’ the centurion went on, ‘I am unworthy to receive you under my roof; but only

speak, andmymanservant will be cured.
9For I myself am aman under the orders of others, with soldiers under me; and, if I say

to one of them “Go,” he goes, and to another “Come,” he comes, and to my slave “Do this,”
he does it.’

10 Jesus was surprised to hear this, and said to those who were following him, ‘Never I
tell you, in any Israelite have Imet with such faith as this!

11 Yes, and many will come in from East and West and take their places beside
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven;

12 while the heirs to the kingdom will be banished into the darkness outside;
there, there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go now, and it will be according to your faith.’
And themanwas cured that very hour.

14 When Jesus went into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law prostrated with
fever.

15On his taking her hand, the fever left her, and she rose and began to take care of him.
16 In the evening the people brought to Jesusmanywhowere possessed by demons; and

he drove out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were ill,
17 in fulfilment of thesewords in the prophet Isaiah – “He took our infirmities onhimself,

and bore the burden of our diseases.”
18 Seeing a crowd round him, Jesus gave orders to go across.
19A teacher of the Law came up to him, and said, ‘Teacher, I will follow you wherever

you go.’
20 ‘Foxeshaveholes,’ answered Jesus, ‘andwildbirds theirnests, but theSonofMan

has nowhere to lay his head.’
21 ‘Master,’ said another, who was a disciple, ‘let me first go and burymy father.’
22But Jesus answered, ‘Followme, and leave the dead to bury their dead.’
23Then he got into the boat, followed by his disciples.
24Suddenly so great a stormcameupon the sea, that thewavesbroke right over theboat.

But Jesus was asleep;
25and the disciples came and roused him. ‘Master,’ they cried, ‘save us; we are lost!’
26 ‘Why are you so timid?’ he said. ‘You of little faith!’ Then Jesus rose and rebuked

the winds and the sea, and a great calm followed.
27Themenwere amazed, and exclaimed, ‘What kind of man is this, that even the winds

and the sea obey him!’
28On getting to the other side – the region of the Gadarenes – Jesus met two men who

were possessed by demons, coming out of the tombs. Theywere so violent that no onewas
able to pass that way.

29 Suddenly they shrieked out, ‘What do you want with us, Son of God? Have you come
here to torment us before our time?’

30A long way off, there was a herd of many pigs, feeding;
31 and the foul spirits began begging Jesus, ‘If you drive us out, send us into the herd of

pigs.’
32 ‘Go,’ he said. The spirits came out, and entered the pigs; and the whole herd rushed

down the steep slope into the sea, and died in the water.
33At this the men who tended them ran away and went to the town, carrying the news

of all that had occurred, and of what had happened to the possessedmen.
34 At the news the whole town went out to meet Jesus, and, when they saw him, they

entreated him to go away from their region.
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9
1Afterwards Jesus got into a boat, and, crossing over, came to his own city.
2 There some people brought to him a paralysed man on a bed. When Jesus saw their

faith, he said to theman, ‘Courage, child! Your sins are forgiven.’
3Then some of the teachers of the Law said to themselves, ‘This man is blaspheming!’
4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus exclaimed, ‘Why do you cherish such wicked

thoughts?
5Which, I ask, is the easier? – to say “Your sins are forgiven”? Or to say “Get up,

andwalk”?
6But to show you that the Son ofMan has power on earth to forgive sins’ – then he

said to the paralysedman – ‘Get up, take up your bed, and return to your home.’
7Theman got up andwent to his home.
8When the crowdsaw this, theywereawe-struck, andpraisedGod for giving suchpower

to human beings.
9As Jesus went along, he saw aman, called Matthew, sitting in the tax office, and said to

him, ‘Followme.’ Matthew got up and followed him.
10And, later on, when hewas having dinner in the house, a number of tax collectors and

outcasts came in and took their places at the table with Jesus and his disciples.
11When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat in

the company of tax collectors and outcasts?’
12On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not thosewho are healthywho need a doctor, but

those who are ill.
13Go and learn what this means – “I desiremercy, and not sacrifice”; for I did not

come to call the religious, but the outcast.’
14Then John’sdisciples came to Jesus, andasked, ‘Whydoweand thePharisees fastwhile

your disciples do not?’
15 Jesus answered, ‘Can the groom’s friends mourn as long as the groom is with

them? But the days will come, when the groomwill be taken away from them, and
they will fast then.

16Nobody ever puts a piece of unshrunk cloth onanold garment; for such apatch
tears away from the garment, and aworse tear ismade.

17Nor do people put newwine into old wine-skins; for, if they do, the skins burst,
and thewinerunsout, and the skinsare lost; but theyputnewwine into fresh skins,
and so both are preserved.’

18While Jesus was saying this, a synagogue leader came up and bowed to the ground
before him. ‘My daughter,’ he said, ‘has just died; but come and place your hand on her,
and she will be restored to life.’

19 So Jesus rose and followed him, and his disciples went also.
20Butmeanwhile awoman,whohadbeensuffering fromhaemorrhage for twelveyears,

came up behind and touched the tassel of his cloak.
21 ‘If I only touch his cloak,’ she said to herself, ‘I will get well.’
22 Turning and seeing her, Jesus said, ‘Courage, daughter! Your faith has delivered

you.’ And at that verymoment she becamewell.
23 When Jesus reached the leader’s house, seeing the flute players, and a number of

people all in confusion,
24he said, ‘Go away, the little girl is not dead; she is asleep.’ They began to laugh at

him;
25 but, when the people had been sent out, Jesus went in, and took the little girl’s hand,

and she rose.
26The report of this spread through all that part of the country.
27 As Jesus was passing on from there, he was followed by two blind men, who kept

calling out, ‘Take pity on us, Son of David!’
28When he had gone indoors, the blindmen came up to him; and Jesus asked them, ‘Do

you believe that I am able to do this?’ ‘Yes, Master!’ they answered.
29Then he touched their eyes, and said, ‘It will be according to your faith.’
30Then their eyes were opened. Jesus sternly cautioned them. ‘See that no one knows

of it,’ he said.
31 But the men went out, and spread the news about him through all that part of the

country.
32 Just as they were going out, some people brought up to Jesus a dumb man who was

possessed by a demon;
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33and, as soonas the demonhadbeendrivenout, the dumbman spoke. Thepeoplewere
astonished at this, and exclaimed, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!’

34 But the Pharisees said, ‘He drives out the demons by the help of the chief of the
demons.’

35 Jesus went round all the towns and the villages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every kind of disease and every
kind of sickness.

36But,whenhe saw the crowds, his heartwasmovedwith compassion for them, because
they were distressed and harassed, like sheep without a shepherd;

37and he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is abundant, but the labourers are few.
38 Therefore pray to the owner of the harvest to send labourers to gather in his

harvest.’

10
1Calling his twelve Disciples to him, Jesus gave them authority over foul spirits, so that

they could drive them out, as well as the power of curing every kind of disease and every
kind of sickness.

2 The names of the twelve apostles are these, First Simon, also known as Peter, and his
brother Andrew; James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John;

3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-gatherer; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot – the apostle who betrayed him.
5 These twelve Jesus sent out as his messengers, after giving them these instructions –

‘Do not go to the Gentiles, nor enter any Samaritan town,
6butmake your way rather to the lost sheep of Israel.
7On your way proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
8Cure the sick, raise thedead,make the lepers clean, driveoutdemons. Youhave

received free of cost, give free of cost.
9Do not provide yourselves with gold, or silver, or coins in your purses;
10not even with a bag for the journey, or a change of clothes, or sandals, or even

a staff; for the worker is worth his food.
11Whatever town or village you visit, find out who is worthy in that place, and

remain there until you leave.
12As you enter the house, greet it.
13 Then, if the house is worthy, let your blessing rest on it, but, if it is unworthy,

let your blessing return on yourselves.
14 If no one welcomes you, or listens to what you say, as you leave that house or

that town, shake off its dust from your feet.
15 I tell you, the doom of the land of Sodom and Gomorrah will bemore bearable

in the day of judgment than the doom of that town.
16 ‘Remember, I am sending you out as my messengers like sheep among wolves.

So be as wise as snakes, and as blameless as doves.
17Be on your guard against others, for they will betray you to courts of law, and

scourge you in their synagogues;
18andyouwill bebroughtbeforegovernorsandkings formysake so that youmay

witness forme before them and the nations.
19Whenever they betray you, do not be anxious as to how you will speak or what

youwill say, for what youwill say will be given you at themoment;
20 for itwill not be youwho speak, but the Spirit of your Father that speakswithin

you.
21Brotherwill betray brother to death, and the father his child; and childrenwill

turn against their parents, and cause them to be put to death;
22and you will be hated by everyone because of me. Yet the person who endures

to the endwill be saved.
23But, when they persecute you in one town, escape to the next; for, I tell you, you

will not have come to the end of the towns of Israel before the Son ofMan comes.
24A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above hismaster.
25 It is enough for a student to be treated like his teacher, and a servant like his

master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the
members of his household!

26Do not, therefore, be afraid of them. There is nothing concealedwhichwill not
be revealed, nor anything hiddenwhich will not become known.
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27What I tell you in the dark, say again in the light; andwhat iswhispered in your
ear, proclaim on the housetops.

28Donotbeafraidof thosewhokill thebody, butareunable tokill the soul; rather
be afraid of himwho is able to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.

29Are not two sparrows sold for a one copper coin? Yet not one of them will fall
to the groundwithout your Father’s knowledge.

30While as for you, even the hairs of your head are numbered.
31Do not, therefore, be afraid; you are ofmore value thanmany sparrows.
32 Everyone, therefore, who will publicly acknowledge me, I, too, will acknowl-

edge beforemy Father who is in heaven;
33 but, if anyone publicly disowns me, I, too, will disown him before my Father

who is in heaven.
34 ‘Do not imagine that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have come to

bring, not peace, but the sword.
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her

mother, and a daughter-in-law against hermother-in-law.
36A person’s enemies will be themembers of their own household.
37 Anyone who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and

anyonewho loves son or daughtermore thanme is not worthy ofme.
38Anyone who does not take their cross and follow in my steps is not worthy of

me.
39 The person who has found their life will lose it, while the person who, for my

sake, has lost their life will find it.
40 ‘Anyone who welcomes you is welcoming me; and anyone who welcomes me is

welcoming himwho sentme as hismessenger.
41The person who welcomes a prophet, because they are a prophet, will receive

a prophet’s reward; and anyone who welcomes a good person, because they are a
good person, will receive a good person’s reward.

42And, if anyone gives but a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because
they are a disciple, I tell you that they will assuredly not lose their reward.’

11
1 After Jesus had finished giving directions to his twelve Disciples, he left that place in

order to teach and preach in their towns.
2Now John had heard in prisonwhat the Christ was doing, and he sent amessage by his

disciples,
3and asked – ‘Are you “the coming one,” or are we to look for someone else?’
4The answer of Jesus to the questionwas – ‘Go and report to Johnwhat you hear and

see –
5 the blind recover their sight and the lame walk, the lepers are made clean and

the deaf hear, the dead, too, are raised to life, and the good news is told to the poor.
6Blessed is the personwho finds no hindrance inme.’
7While John’s discipleswere going back, Jesus began to say to the crowdswith reference

to John,
8 ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed waving in the wind?

If not, what did you go out to see? Aman richly dressed? Why, thosewhowear rich
things are to be found in the courts of kings!

9What, then, did you go for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and far more than
a prophet.

10This is theman of whom scripture says – “I am sendingmymessenger ahead of
you, and hewill prepare your way before you.”

11 I tell you, no one born of a woman has yet appeared who is greater than John
the Baptist; and yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

12From the time of John the Baptist to this very hour, the kingdom of heaven has
been taken by force, and people using force have been seizing it.

13For the teaching of all the prophets and of the Law continued until the time of
John;

14and – if you are ready to accept it – John is himself the Elijah who was destined
to come.

15 If you have ears, listen.
16 But to what will I compare the present generation? It is like little children

sitting in themarket-places and calling out to their playmates –
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17Wehave played theflute for you, but youhave not danced;Wehavewailed, but
you have notmourned.

18For, when John came, neither eating nor drinking, people said “Hehas a demon
in him”;

19 and now that the Son of Man has come, eating and drinking, they are saying
“Here is a glutton and a wine-drinker, a friend of tax collectors and outcasts!” And
yet wisdom is vindicated by her actions.’

20Then Jesus began to reproach the towns inwhichmost of his miracles had been done,
because they had not repented,

21 ‘Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For, if themiracleswhichwere
done in youhadbeendone in Tyre and Sidon, theywould have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes.

22Yet, I tell you, the doom of Tyre and Sidon will be more bearable in the day of
judgment than yours.

23Andyou,Capernaum! Willyouexaltyourself toheaven? Youwillbeflungdown
toHades! For, if themiracleswhichhavebeendone in youhadbeendone in Sodom,
it would have been standing to this day.

24Yet, I tell you, the doomof Sodomwill bemore bearable in the day of judgment
than yours.’

25At that same time Jesus uttered thewords, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that, though you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, you
have revealed them to the childlike!

26Yes, Father, I thank you that this has seemed good to you.
27EverythinghasbeencommittedtomebymyFather; nordoesanyonefullyknow

the Son, except the Father, or fully know the Father, except the Son and those to
whom the Sonmay choose to reveal him.

28Come tome, all youwho toil and are burdened, and I will give you rest!
29Takemy yoke on you, and learn fromme, for I am gentle and humble, and you

will find rest for your souls;
30 formy yoke is easy, andmy burden is light.’

12
1 About the same time Jesus walked through the cornfields one Sabbath. His disciples

were hungry, and began to pick some ears of wheat and eat them.
2 But, when the Pharisees saw this, they said, ‘Look! Your disciples are doing what it is

not allowable to do on a Sabbath!’
3 ‘Haven’t you read,’ replied Jesus, ‘what David did, when he and his companions

were hungry –
4 how he went into the house of God, and how they ate the consecrated bread,

though it was not allowable for him or his companions to eat it, but only for the
priests?

5And haven’t you read in the law that, on the Sabbath, the priest in the Temple
break the Sabbath and yet are not guilty?

6Here, however, I tell you, there is something greater than the Temple!
7Had you learned themeaning of the words – “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,”

youwould not have condemned those who are not guilty.
8For the Son ofMan is lord of the Sabbath.’
9Passing on, Jesus went into their synagogue,
10 and there he saw a man with a withered hand. Some people asked Jesus whether it

was allowable to work a cure on the Sabbath – so that they might have a charge to bring
against him.

11But Jesus said to them, ‘Whichof you, if he hadonly one sheep, and that sheep fell
into a pit on the Sabbath, would not lay hold of it and pull it out?

12Howmuchmore precious a person is than a sheep! Therefore it is allowable to
do good on the Sabbath.’

13 Then he said to the man. ‘Stretch out your hand.’ The man stretched it out; and it
had become as sound as the other.

14On coming out, the Pharisees plotted against Jesus, to put him to death.
15 Jesus, however, became aware of it, and went away from that place. A number of

people followed him, and he cured them all;
16but he warned them not to make him known,
17 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet Isaiah –
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18 “Here is my chosen servant, who I love and who pleases me! I will breathe my spirit
on him, and he will announce a time of judgment to the Gentiles.

19Hewill not contend, nor cry aloud, Neither will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 a bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not quench, until he

has brought the judgment to a victorious issue,
21and on his namewill the Gentiles rest their hopes.”
22 Then some people brought to Jesus a possessed man, who was blind and dumb; and

he cured him, so that themanwho had been dumb both talked and saw.
23At this all the people were astounded. ‘Is it possible that this is the son of David?’ they

exclaimed.
24 But the Pharisees heard of it and said, ‘He drives out demons only by the help of

Beelzebul the chief of the demons.’
25 Jesus, however, was aware of what was passing in their minds, and said to them, ‘Any

kingdom divided against itself becomes a desolation, and any town or household
divided against itself will not last.

26So, if Satandrives Satanout, hemustbedividedagainsthimself; andhow, then,
can his kingdom last?

27And, if it is by Beelzebul’s help that I drive out demons, by whose help is it that
your own sons drive them out? Therefore they will themselves be your judges.

28 But, if it is by the help of the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the
kingdom of Godmust already be upon you.

29How, again, can anyone get into a strong man’s house and carry off his goods,
without first securing him? Not until thenwill he plunder his house.

30Anyonewho is not withme is againstme, and the personwho does not helpme
to gather is scattering.

31Therefore, I tell you, peoplewill be forgiven every sin and slander; but slander
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

32Whoever speaks against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in the present age, or in the age
to come.

33 ‘Youmust assumeeither that both tree and fruit are good, or that both tree and
fruit are worthless; since it is by its fruits that a tree is known.

34You children of snakes! How can you, evil as you are, say anything good? For
what fills the heart will rise to the lips.

35Agoodperson, fromhisgoodstores, producesgoodthings;whileanevilperson,
from his evil stores, produces evil things.

36 I tell you that for every careless thing that people say, theymust answer on the
“day of judgment.”

37 For it is by your words that you will be acquitted, and by your words that you
will be condemned.’

38At this point, some teachers of the Law and Pharisees spoke up. ‘Teacher,’ they said,
‘wewant to see some sign from you.’

39 ‘It is a wicked and unfaithful generation,’ answered Jesus, ‘that is asking for a
sign, and no sign will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

40For, just as Jonahwas inside the sea-monster threedaysand threenights, sowill
the Son ofMan be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

41At the judgment, the people of Nineveh will stand upwith this generation, and
will condemn it, because they repented at Jonah’s proclamation; and here is more
than a Jonah!

42At the judgment theQueenof theSouthwill riseupwith thepresentgeneration,
and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the
wisdom of Solomon; and here ismore than a Solomon!

43No soonerdoes a foul spirit leave aperson, than it passes throughplaceswhere
there is no water, in search of rest, and does not find it.

44 Then it says “I will go back to the home which I left”; but, on coming there, it
finds it unoccupied, and swept, and put in order.

45Then it goes and brings with it seven other spiritsmorewicked than itself, and
they go in, and make their home there; and the last state of that man proves to be
worse than the first. So, too, will it be with this wicked generation.’

46 While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and brothers were standing
outside, asking to speak to him.

47 Someone told him this, and Jesus replied,
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48 ‘Who ismymother? Andwho aremy brothers?’
49 Then, stretching out his hands towards his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother

andmy brothers!
50For anyone who does the will of my Father who is in heaven is my brother and

sister andmother.’

13
1That same day, when Jesus had left the house and was sitting by the sea,
2 such great crowds gathered round him, that he got into a boat, and sat in it, while all

the people stood on the beach.
3Then he told themmany truths in parables. ‘The sower,’ he began, ‘went out to sow;

and,
4 as they were sowing, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate

it up.
5 Some fell on rocky places, where it had not much soil, and, because the soil

wasn’t deep, sprang up at once.
6As soon as the sun had risen, it was scorched, and, because their roots were not

deep enough, withered away.
7Some, again, fell into the brambles; but the brambles shot up and choked it.
8Some, however, fell on good soil, and yielded a return, sometimes one hundred,

sometimes sixty, sometimes thirty fold.
9Let those who have ears hear.’
10 Afterwards his disciples came to him, and said, ‘Why do you speak to them in

parables?’
11 ‘To you,’ answered Jesus, ‘the knowledge of the hidden truths of the kingdom of

heaven has been imparted, but not to those.
12 For, to all who have, more will be given, and they will have abundance; but,

from all who have nothing, evenwhat they have will be taken away.
13 That is why I speak to them in parables, because, though they have eyes, they

do not see, and though they have ears, they do not hear or understand.
14 In them is being fulfilled that prophecy of Isaiah which says –

“Youwill hear with your ears without ever understanding,
and, though you have eyes, youwill see without ever perceiving,

15 for themind of this nation has grown dense,
and their ears are dull of hearing,
their eyes also have they closed;

otherwise some day theymight perceive with their eyes,
andwith their ears theymight hear,
and in theirmind theymight understand,
andmight turn –

and Imight heal them.”

16 ‘But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear;
17 for I tell you that many prophets and good people have longed for the sight of

the things which you are seeing, yet never saw them, and to hear the things which
you are hearing, yet never heard them.

18 ‘Listen, then, yourselves to the parable of the sower.
19When anyone hears themessage of the kingdomwithout understanding it, the

evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in their mind. This is the
personmeant by the seedwhich was sown along the path.

20By the seedwhichwas sown on rocky places ismeant the personwho hears the
message, and at once accepts it joyfully;

21 but, as they have no root, they stand for only a short time; and, when trouble
or persecution arises because of themessage, they fall away at once.

22By the seedwhichwas sownamong thebrambles ismeant thepersonwhohears
the message, but the cares of life and the glamour of wealth completely choke the
message, so that it gives no return.

23 But by the seed which was sown on the good ground is meant the person who
hears the message and understands it, and really yields a return, sometimes one
hundred, sometimes sixty, sometimes thirty fold.’

24 Another parable which Jesus told them was this – ‘The kingdom of heaven is
compared to a personwho sowed good seed in their field.
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25But, while everyonewas asleep, their enemy cameand sowedweeds among the
wheat, and thenwent away.

26 So, when the blades of corn shot up, and came into ear, the weeds made their
appearance also.

27 The owner’s servants came to them, and said “Was not it good seed that you
sowed in your field? Where, then, do the weeds in it come from?”

28 “An enemy has done this,”was the owner’s answer. “Do youwish us, then,” they
asked, “to go and gather them together?”

29 “No,” saidhe, “becausewhile youarepullingup theweeds youmightuproot the
wheat with them.

30 Let both grow side by side until harvest; and then I will say to the reapers,
Gather the weeds together first, and tie them in bundles for burning; but bring all
the wheat intomy barn.” ’

31 Another parable which he told them was this – ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed, which a person took and sowed in his field.

32This seed is smaller than all other seeds, but, when it has grown up, it is larger
than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that “the wild birds come and roost in its
branches.” ’

33Thiswas another parablewhich Jesus related – ‘Thekingdomofheaven is like some
yeast which a woman took and covered up in three pecks of flour, until the whole
had risen.’

34Of all this Jesus spoke to the crowd in parables; indeed to themhe used never to speak
at all except in parables,

35 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet – “I will speak to them in parables; I will
utter things kept secret since the foundation of the world.”

36 Then Jesus left the crowd, and went into the house. Presently his disciples came to
him, and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.’

37He answered, ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son ofMan.
38Thefield is theworld. By the good seed ismeant thepeople of thekingdom. The

weeds are the wicked,
39and the enemywho sowed them is the devil. The harvest time is the close of the

age, and the reapers are angels.
40And, just as the weeds are gathered and burnt, so it will be at the close of the

age.
41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather from his kingdom all

that hinders and those who live in sin,
42andwill throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and

grinding of teeth.
43 Then will the righteous shine, like the sun, in the kingdom of their Father. If

you have ears, listen.
44 ‘Thekingdomofheavenis likeatreasurehiddeninafield,whichapersonfound

and hid again, and then, in their delight, went and sold everything that they had,
and bought that field.

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like amerchant in search of choice pearls.
46 Finding one of great value, they went and sold everything that they had, and

bought it.
47Or again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net which was cast into the sea, and

caught fish of all kinds.
48When it was full, they hauled it up on the beach, and sat down and sorted the

good fish into baskets, but threw the worthless ones away.
49 So will it be at the close of the age. The angels will go out and separate the

wicked from the righteous,
50andwill throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and

grinding of teeth.
51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ Jesus asked. ‘Yes,’ they answered.
52Then he added, ‘So every teacher of the Law,whohas received instruction about

the kingdom of heaven, is like a householder who produces from his stores things
both new and old.’

53When Jesus had finished these parables, he withdrew from that place.
54Going to his own part of the country, he taught the people in their synagogue in such a

manner that they were deeply impressed. ‘Where did he get this wisdom?’ they said, ‘and
themiracles?
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55 Isn’t he the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother calledMary, and his brothers James, and
Joseph, and Simon, and Judas?

56And his sisters, too – are not they all living among us? Where, then did he get all this?’
57These things proved a hindrance to their believing in him. But Jesus said, ‘A prophet

is not without honour, except in his own country and in his own house.’
58He did not workmanymiracles there, because of their want of faith.

14
1At that time Prince Herod heard of the fame of Jesus,
2 and said to his attendants, ‘This must be John the Baptist; he must be risen from the

dead, and that is why these miraculous powers are active in him.’
3 For Herod had arrested John, put him in chains, and shut him up in prison, to please

Herodias, the wife of Herod’s brother Philip.
4For John had said to him “You have no right to be living with her.”
5Yet, thoughHerodwanted to put him todeath, hewas afraid of the people, because they

looked on John as a prophet.
6But, when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before his guests,

and so pleased Herod,
7 that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked.
8 Prompted by her mother, the girl said “Give me here, on a dish, the head of John the

Baptist.”
9The kingwas distressed at this; yet, because of his oath and of the guests at his table, he

ordered it to be given her.
10He had John beheaded in the prison
11and his headwas brought on a dish and given to the girl, and she took it to hermother.
12Then John’s disciples came, and took the body away, and buried it; and went and told

Jesus.
13When Jesus heard of it, he left privately in a boat to a lonely spot. The people, however,

heard of his going, and followed him in crowds from the towns on foot.
14On getting out of the boat, Jesus saw a great crowd, and his heart was moved at the

sight of them; and he cured all the sick among them.
15 In the evening the disciples came up to him, and said, ‘This is a lonely spot, and the

day is now far advanced; send the crowds away so that they can go to the villages, and buy
themselves food.’

16But Jesus said, ‘Theyneednot goaway, it is for you to give themsomething to eat.’
17 ‘We have nothing here,’ they said, ‘except five loaves and two fish.’
18 ‘Bring themhere tome,’was his reply.
19 Jesus ordered the people to take their seats on the grass; and, taking the five loaves

and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and said the blessing, and, after he had broken
the loaves, gave them to his disciples; and they gave them to the crowds.

20 Everyone had sufficient to eat, and they picked up enough of the broken pieces that
were left to fill twelve baskets.

21Themenwho ate were about five thousand in number, without counting women and
children.

22 Immediately afterwards Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and cross over in
advance of him, while he dismissed the crowds.

23After dismissing the crowds, hewent up the hill by himself to pray; and,when evening
fell, he was there alone.

24The boatwas by this time somemiles from shore, labouring in thewaves, for thewind
was against her.

25 Three hours after midnight, however, Jesus came towards the disciples, walking on
the water.

26But, when they saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost,’ they
exclaimed, and cried out in fear.

27But Jesus at once spoke to them. ‘Courage!’ he said, ‘It is I; do not be afraid!’
28 ‘Master,’ Peter exclaimed, ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you on the water.’
29 Jesus said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got down from the boat, and walked on the water, and

went towards Jesus;
30 but, when he felt the wind, he was frightened, and, beginning to sink, cried out,

‘Master! Saveme!’
31 Instantly Jesus stretched out his hand, and caught hold of him. ‘You of little faith!’

he said, ‘Why did you falter?’
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32When they had got into the boat, the wind dropped.
33But themen in the boat threw themselves on their faces before him, and said, ‘You are

indeed God’s Son.’
34When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret.
35 But the people of that place, recognising Jesus, sent out to the whole country round,

and brought to him all who were ill,
36begging himmerely to let them touch the tassel of his cloak; and all who touchedwere

made perfectly well.

15
1Then some Pharisees and teachers of the Law came to Jesus, and said,
2 ‘How is it that yourdisciples break the traditions of our ancestors? For theydonotwash

their hands when they eat food.’
3His reply was, ‘How is it that you on your side break God’s commandments out of

respect for your own traditions?
4 For God said – “Honour your father and mother,” and “Anyone who abuses his

father ormothermust suffer death,”
5but you say “Whenever anyone says to his father or mother ‘Whatever of mine

might have been of service to you is set apart for God,’
6 he is in no way bound to honour his father.” In this way you have nullified the

words of God for the sake of your traditions.
7Hypocrites! It was well said by Isaiah when he prophesied about you –
8 “This is a people that honour me with their lips, While their hearts are far

removed fromme;
9but vainly do they worshipme, For they teach but human precepts.” ’
10Then Jesus called the people to him, and said, ‘Listen, andmarkmywords.
11 It is not what enters a person’s mouth that defiles them, but what comes out

from theirmouth – that does defile them!’
12His disciples came up to him, and said, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees were shocked

on hearing what you said?’
13 ‘Every plant,’ Jesus replied, ‘that my heavenly Father has not planted will be

rooted up.
14 Leave them be; they are but blind guides; and, if one blind person guides

another, both of themwill fall into a ditch.’
15Peter spoke up, ‘Explain this saying to us.’
16 ‘What, do even you understand nothing yet?’ Jesus exclaimed.
17 ‘Don’t you see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and

is afterwards expelled?
18But the things thatcomeoutof themouthproceedfromtheheart, and it is these

that defile a person;
19 for out of the heart proceed evil thoughts –murder, adultery, sexual immoral-

ity, theft, perjury, slander.
20These are the things that defile a person; but eatingwith unwashed hands does

not defile a person.’
21On going away from that place, Jesus went to the country round Tyre and Sidon.
22 There, a Canaanite woman of that district came out and began calling to Jesus, ‘Take

pity onme, Master, Son of David; my daughter is grievously possessed by a demon.’
23But Jesus didnot answerher aword; andhis disciples cameupandbeggedhim to send

her away. ‘She keeps calling out after us,’ they said.
24 ‘I was not sent,’ replied Jesus, ‘to anyone except the lost sheep of Israel.’
25But the woman came, and, bowing to the ground before him, said, ‘Master, help me.’
26 ‘It is not fair,’ replied Jesus, ‘to take the children’s food and throw it to dogs.’
27 ‘Yes, Master,’ she said, ‘for even dogs do feed on the scraps that fall from their owners’

table.’
28 ‘Your faith is great,’ was his reply to the woman, ‘it will be as you wish!’ And her

daughter was cured that very hour.
29On leaving that place, Jesus went to the shore of the Sea of Galilee; and then went up

the hill, and sat down.
30 Great crowds of people came to him, bringing with them those who were lame,

crippled, blind, or dumb, and many others. They put them down at his feet, and he cured
them;
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31and the crowds were astonished, when they saw the dumb talking, the cripples made
sound, the lame walking about, and the blind with their sight restored; and they praised
the God of Israel.

32Afterwards Jesus calledhis disciples tohim, and said, ‘Myheart ismovedat the sight
of all these people, for they have already been with me three days and they have
nothing to eat; and I am unwilling to send them away hungry; they might faint on
the way home.’

33 ‘Where can we,’ his disciples asked, ‘in a lonely place find enough bread for such a
crowd as this?’

34 ‘How many loaves have you?’ said Jesus. ‘Seven,’ they answered, ‘and a few small
fish.’

35Telling the crowd to sit down on the ground,
36 Jesus took the seven loaves and the fish, and, after saying the thanksgiving, broke

them, and gave them to the disciples; and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
37 Everyone had sufficient to eat, and they picked up seven baskets full of the broken

pieces left.
38 The men who ate were four thousand in number without counting women and

children.
39 Then, after dismissing the crowds, Jesus got into the boat, and went to the region of

Magadan.

16
1Here the Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and, to test Jesus, requested him to show

them some sign from the heavens.
2But Jesus answered, ‘In the evening you say “It will be fine weather, for the sky is

as red as fire.”
3But in the morning you say “Today it will be stormy, for the sky is as red as fire

and threatening.” You learn to read the sky; yet you are unable to read the signs of
the times!

4Awicked and unfaithful generation is asking for a sign, but no signwill be given
it except the sign of Jonah.’ So he left them andwent away.

5 Now the disciples had crossed to the opposite shore, and had forgotten to take any
bread.

6Presently Jesus said to them, ‘Take care and be on your guard against the leaven of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.’

7But thedisciples began talkingamong themselves about their havingbroughtnobread.
8 On noticing this, Jesus said, ‘Why are you talking among yourselves about your

being short of bread, you of little faith?
9Don’t you yet see, nor remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how

many baskets you took away?
10Nor yet the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you

took away?
11How is it that you do not see that I was not speaking about bread? Be on your

guard against the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’
12Then theyunderstood thathehad told themtobeon their guard, not against the leaven

of bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
13On coming into the region of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked his disciples this question

– ‘Who do people say that the Son ofMan is?’
14 ‘Some say John the Baptist,’ they answered, ‘Others, however, say that he is Elijah,

while others again say Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’
15 ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say that I am?’
16To this Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’
17 ‘Blessed are you, Simon, Son of Jonah,’ Jesus replied. ‘For no human being has

revealed this to you, butmy Father who is in heaven.
18Yes, and I say to you, your name is “Peter” – a Rock, and on this rock I will build

my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail over it.
19 Iwill give you thekeys of thekingdomofheaven. Whatever you forbidonearth

will beheld inheaven tobe forbidden, andwhateveryouallowonearthwill beheld
in heaven to be allowed.’

20Then he charged his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
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21At that time Jesus Christ began to explain to his disciples that hemust go to Jerusalem,
and undergo much suffering at the hands of the elders, and chief priests, and teachers of
the Law, and be put to death, and rise on the third day.

22But Peter took Jesus aside, and began to rebuke him. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘please God that
will never be your fate!’

23 Jesus, however, turning to Peter, said, ‘Out of my way, Satan! You are a hindrance
tome; for you look at things, not as God does, but as a person does.’

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to walk in my steps, they must
renounce self, and take up their cross, and followme.

25For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, and whoever, formy sake, loses
his life will find it.

26What good will it do a person to gain the whole world, if he forfeits his life? Or
what will a person give that is of equal value with his life?

27For the Son of Man is to come in his Father’s glory, with his angels, and then he
will give to everyone what his actions deserve.

28 I tell you, some of those who are standing here will not know death until they
have seen the Son ofMan coming into his kingdom.’

17
1Six days later, Jesus tookwith himPeter, and the brothers James and John, and led them

up a highmountain alone.
2 There his appearance was transformed before their eyes; his face shone like the sun,

and his clothes became as white as the light.
3All at onceMoses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus.
4 ‘Master,’ exclaimedPeter, interposing, ‘it is good tobehere; if youwish, Iwillmake three

tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’
5While hewas still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and therewas a voice from

the cloud that said – ‘This is my dearly loved son, who brings me great joy; listen to him.’
6The disciples, on hearing this, fell on their faces, greatly afraid.
7But Jesus came and touched them, saying as he did so, ‘Rise up, and donot be afraid.’
8When they raised their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus himself alone.
9 As they were going down the mountain side, Jesus gave them this warning – ‘Do not

speak of this vision to anyone, until the Son ofMan has risen from the dead.’
10 ‘How is it,’ his disciples asked, ‘that our teachers of the Law say that Elijah has to come

first?’
11 ‘Elijah indeed does come,’ Jesus replied, ‘andwill restore everything;
12and I tell you thatElijahhasalreadycome, andpeoplehavenot recognisedhim,

but have treated him just as they pleased. In the same way, too, the Son of Man is
destined to undergo suffering at people’s hands.’

13Then the disciples understood that he had spoken to them about John the Baptist.
14When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus, and, kneeling down before

him, said,
15 ‘Master, take pity on my son, for he is epileptic and suffers terribly; indeed, he often

falls into the fire and into the water;
16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not cure him.’
17 ‘Faithless and perverse generation!’ Jesus exclaimed, ‘how longmust I be among

you? How longmust I have patience with you? Bring the boy here tome.’
18Then Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy; and hewas cured from that

very hour.
19Afterwards the disciples came up to Jesus, and asked him privately, ‘Why was it that

we could not drive it out?’
20 ‘Because you have so little faith!’ he answered, ‘For, I tell you, if your faith were

only like a mustard seed, you could say to this mountain “Move from this place to
that!” and it would bemoved; and nothing would be impossible to you.’

21 *
22While Jesus and his disciples were together in Galilee, he said to them, ‘The Son of

Man is destined to be betrayed into human hands,
23 and they will put him to death, but on the third day he will rise.’ The disciples

were greatly distressed.

* 17:21 Some later manuscripts add: But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.
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24After they had reached Capernaum, the collectors of the Temple tax came up to Peter,
and said, ‘Does not yourMaster pay the Temple tax?’

25 ‘Yes,’ answered Peter. But, on going into the house, before he could speak, Jesus said,
‘What do you think, Simon? From whom do earthly kings take taxes or tribute?
From their sons, or from others?’

26 ‘From others,’ answered Peter. ‘Well then,’ continued Jesus, ‘their sons go free.
27Still, sowedon’t offend them, go and throwa line into the sea; take thefirst fish

that rises, open its mouth, and you will find in it a piece of money. Take that, and
give it to the collectors for both of us.’

18
1 On the same occasion the disciples came to Jesus, and asked him, ‘Who is really the

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’
2 Jesus called a little child to him, and placed it in themiddle of them, and then said,
3 ‘I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will not enter

the kingdom of heaven at all.
4Therefore, anyonewhowill humble themselves like this child – that personwill

be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5And anyone who, for the sake of my name, welcomes even one little child like

this, is welcomingme.
6But, if anyone puts temptation in the way of one of these little ones who believe

in me, it would be best for them to be sunk in the depths of the sea with a great
millstone hung round their neck.

7Alas for the world because of such temptations! There cannot but be tempta-
tions but sorrow awaits the personwho does the tempting!

8 ‘If yourhandor your foot causes you to sin, cut it off, and throw it away. Itwould
be better for you to enter life maimed or lame, than to have both hands, or both
feet, and be thrown into the fire that never goes out.

9 If your eye causes you to sin, take it out, and throw it away. It would be better
for you to enter life with only one eye, than to have both eyes and be thrown into
the fires of Gehenna.

10Bewareofdespisingoneof these littleones, for inheaven, I tell you, theirangels
always see the face ofmy Father who is in heaven.

11 *
12 ‘What thinkyou? If apersonownsahundred sheep, andoneof themstrays,will

the personnot leave the ninety-nine on the hills, and go and search for the one that
is straying?

13And, if they succeed in finding it, I tell you that they rejoicemore over that one
sheep than over the ninety-nine which did not stray.

14 So, too, it is the will of my Father who is in heaven that not one of these little
ones should be lost.

15 ‘If your brother or sister does wrong, go to them and convince them of their
fault when you are both alone. If they listen to you, you have won them over.

16But, if they do not listen to you, take with you one or two others, so that on the
evidence of two or three witnesses, every wordmay be put beyond dispute.

17 If they refuse to listen to them, speak to the church; and, if they also refuse to
listen to the church, treat him as youwould a Gentile or a tax-gatherer.

18 ‘I tell you, all that you forbid on earth will be held in heaven to be forbidden,
and all that you allow on earth will be held in heaven to be allowed.

19Again, I tell you that, if but two of you on earth agree as to what they will pray
for, whatever it be, it will be granted them bymy Father who is in heaven.

20 For where two or three have come together in my name, I am present with
them.’

21Then Peter cameup, and said to Jesus, ‘Master, howoften am I to forgive someonewho
wrongs me? Asmany as seven times?’

22But Jesus answered, ‘Not seven times, but seventy times seven.
23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to

settle accounts with his servants.
24Whenhehadbegun to do so, one of themwas brought to himwhoowedhim ten

thousand bags of gold;

* 18:11 Some later manuscripts add: For the Son of Man has come to save the lost.
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25and, ashecouldnotpay,hismasterorderedhimtobesold towards thepayment
of the debt, together with his wife, and his children, and everything that he had.

26 The servant threw himself down on the ground before him and said “Have
patience withme, and I will pay you all.”

27Themasterwasmovedwith compassion; andhe lethimgo, and forgavehimthe
debt.

28But, on going out, that same servant came upon one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred silver coins. Seizing him by the throat, he said “Pay what you
oweme.”

29His fellow servant threw himself on the ground and begged for mercy. “Have
patience withme,” he said, “and I will pay you.”

30But the otherwould not, butwent and put him in prison until he should pay his
debt.

31Whenhis fellowservants sawwhathadhappened, theyweregreatlydistressed,
andwent to theirmaster and laid the wholematter before him.

32So themaster sent for the servant, and said to him “Youwicked servant! When
you beggedme formercy, I forgave you the whole of that debt.

33 Shouldn’t you, also, to have shown mercy to your fellow servant, just as I
showedmercy to you?”

34 Then his master, in anger, handed him over to the jailers, until he should pay
the whole of his debt.

35So, also, will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each one of you forgives his
brother or sister from your heart.’

19
The Journey to Jerusalem

1 At the conclusion of this teaching, Jesus withdrew from Galilee, and went into that
district of Judea which is on the other side of the Jordan.

2Great crowds followed him, and he cured them there.
3Presently some Pharisees came up to him, and, to test him, said, ‘Has aman the right to

divorce his wife for every cause?’
4 ‘Haven’t you read,’ replied Jesus, ‘that at the beginning the Creator “made them

male and female,”
5and said – “For this reason amanwill leave his father andmother, and be united

to his wife, and theman and his wife will become one”?
6 So that they are no longer two, but one. What God himself, then, has yoked

together peoplemust not separate.’
7 ‘Why, then,’ they said, ‘did Moses direct that a man should serve his wife with a notice

of separation and divorce her?’
8 ‘Moses, owing to the hardness of your hearts,’ answered Jesus, ‘permitted you to

divorce your wives, but that was not so at the beginning.
9But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of some

serious sexual sin, andmarries another woman, is guilty of adultery.’
10 ‘If that,’ said the disciples, ‘is the position of a man with regard to his wife, it is better

not to marry.’
11 ‘It is not everyone,’ replied Jesus, ‘who can accept this teaching, but only those

who have been enabled to do so.
12Somemen are incapable ofmarriage because theywere born thatway, or have

been made so by other people, while there are others who stay single for the sake
of the kingdom of Heaven. Accept this if you can.’

13 Then some little children were brought to Jesus, for him to place his hands on them,
and pray; but the disciples found fault with those who had brought them.

14 Jesus, however, said, ‘Let the little children come tome, and do not hinder them,
for it is to the childlike that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’

15 So he placed his hands on them, and then went on his way.
16Aman cameup to Jesus, and said, ‘Teacher,what good thingmust I do to obtain eternal

life?’
17 ‘Why askme about goodness?’ answered Jesus. ‘There is only onewho is good. If

youwant to enter life, keep the commandments.’
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18 ‘What commandments?’ asked the man. ‘These,’ answered Jesus, – ‘ “You must not
kill. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not say what is
false about others.

19Honour your father and your mother.” And “You must love your neighbour as
you love yourself.” ’

20 ‘I have observed all these,’ said the youngman. ‘What is still wanting inme?’
21 ‘If youwish to be perfect,’ answered Jesus, ‘go and sell your property, and give to

the poor, and youwill have wealth in heaven; then come and followme.’
22 On hearing these words, the young man went away distressed, for he had great

possessions.
23At this, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you that a rich person will find it hard to

enter the kingdom of heaven!
24 I say again, it is easier for a camel to get through a needle’s eye than for a rich

person to enter the kingdom of heaven!’
25Onhearing this, thedisciples exclaimed in great astonishment, ‘Who then canpossibly

be saved?’
26 But Jesus looked at them, and said, ‘With people this is impossible, but with God

everything is possible.’ Then Peter turned and said to Jesus,
27 ‘But we –we left everything, and followed you; what, then, will we have?’
28 ‘I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘that at the new creation, when the Son of Man

takes his seat on his throne of glory, you who followedme will be seated on twelve
thrones, as judges of the twelve tribes of Israel.

29 Everyone who has left houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother,
or children, or land, for my sake, will receive many times as much, and will gain
eternal life.

30Butmanywhoarefirstnowwill thenbe last, and thosewhoare lastwill befirst.

20
1Forthekingdomofheaven is likeanemployerwhowentout in theearlymorning

to hire labourers for his vineyards.
2He agreed with the labourers to pay them the standard daily rate of two silver

coins, and sent them into his vineyard.
3 On going out again, about nine o’clock, he saw some others standing in the

marketplace, doing nothing.
4 “You alsomay go intomy vineyard,” he said, “and I will pay youwhat is fair.”
5 So they went. Going out again about midday and about three o’clock, he did as

before.
6When he went out about five, he found some others standing there, and said to

them “Why have you been standing here all day long, doing nothing?”
7 “Because no one has hired us,” they answered. “You also may go into my

vineyard,” he said.
8 In the evening the owner of the vineyard said to his steward “Call the labourers,

and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, and ending with the first.”
9Now when those who had been hired about five o’clock went up, they received

two silver coins each.
10So,when thefirstwent up, they thought that theywould receivemore, but they

also received two silver coins each;
11at which they began to grumble at their employer.
12 “These last,” they said, “have done only one hour’s work, and yet you have put

themon the same footingwith us, who have borne the brunt of the day’s work, and
the heat.”

13 “My friend,”washis reply to oneof them, “I amnot treating youunfairly. Didn’t
you agree withme for two silver coins?

14Take what belongs to you, and go. I choose to give to this last man the same as
to you.

15 Don’t I have the right to do as I choose with what is mine? Are you envious
because I am generous?”

16So those who are last will be first, and the first last.’
17When Jesuswas on thepoint of goingup to Jerusalem, he gathered the twelve disciples

round him by themselves, and said to them as they were on their way,
18 ‘Listen! Wearegoingup to Jerusalem; and there theSonofManwill bebetrayed

to the chief priests and teachers of the Law, and they will condemn him to death,
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19andgivehimupto theGentiles for themtomock, and to scourge, and tocrucify;
and on the third day he will rise.’

20Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to him with her sons, bowing to the ground,
and begging a favour.

21 ‘What is it that you want?’ he asked. ‘I want you to say,’ she replied, ‘that in your
kingdom these two sons of minemay sit, one on your right, and the other on your left.’

22 ‘You do not knowwhat you are asking,’was Jesus’ answer. ‘Can you drink the cup
that I am to drink?’ ‘Yes,’ they exclaimed, ‘we can.’

23 ‘Youwill indeeddrinkmy cup,’ he said, ‘but as to a seat atmy right and atmy left
– that is not mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my
Father.’

24On hearing of this, the ten others were very indignant about the two brothers.
25 Jesus, however, called the ten to him, and said, ‘The rulers of the Gentiles lord it

over them as you know, and their high officials oppress them.
26Among you it is not so.
27 No, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and

whoever wants to take the first place among you,must be your slave;
28 just as the Son of Man came, not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life

as a ransom formany.’
29As they were going out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him.
30Twoblindmenwhowere sittingby the roadside, hearing that Jesuswaspassing, called

out, ‘Take pity on us, Master, Son of David!’
31The crowd told them to be quiet; but the men only called out the louder, ‘Take pity on

us, Master, Son of David!’
32Then Jesus stopped and called them. ‘What do youwantme to do for you?’ he said.
33 ‘Master,’ they replied, ‘wewant our eyes to be opened.’
34So Jesus,movedwith compassion, touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered

their sight, and followed him.

21
The Last Days

1When they had almost reached Jerusalem, having come as far as Bethphage, on the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent on two disciples.

2 ‘Go to the village facing you,’ he said, ‘and you will immediately find a donkey
tethered, with a foal by her side; untie her, and lead her here forme.

3 And, if anyone says anything to you, you are to say this – “The Master wants
them”; and hewill send them at once.’

4This happened in fulfilment of these words in the prophet –
5 “Say to the people of Zion – ‘Your King is coming to you, gentle, and riding on a donkey,

and on the foal of a beast of burden.’ ”
6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.
7They led the donkey and the foal back, and, when they had put their cloaks on them, he

seated himself on them.
8The immense crowd of people spread their cloaks in the road, while some cut branches

off the trees, and spread them on the road.
9The crowds that led the way, as well as those that followed behind, kept shouting, ‘God

save the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! God save him
from on high!’

10When he had entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred, and asked –
11 ‘Who is this?’, to which the crowd replied – ‘This is the prophet Jesus fromNazareth in

Galilee.’
12 Jesuswent into theTempleCourts, anddroveoutall thosewhowerebuyingandselling

there. Heoverturned the tables of themoney changers, and the seats of thepigeon-dealers,
13and said to them, ‘Scripture says “Myhousewill be called a house of prayer”; but

you aremaking it a den of robbers.’
14While he was still in the Temple Courts, some blind and some lame people came up to

him, and he cured them.
15But, when the chief priests and the teachers of the Law saw the wonderful things that

Jesus did, and the boys who were calling out in the Temple Courts ‘God save the Son of
David!’, they were indignant,

16and said to him, ‘Do you hear what these boys are saying?’



Matthew 21:17 222 Matthew 21:45

‘Yes,’ answered Jesus, ‘but did you never read the words – “Out of the mouths of
babes and sucklings you have called forth perfect praise”?’

17Then he left them, and went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there.
18The next morning, in returning to the city, Jesus became hungry;
19and, noticing a solitary fig tree by the roadside, he went up to it, but found nothing on

it but leaves. So he said to it, ‘Never againwill fruit be gathered off you.’ And suddenly
the fruit tree withered up.

20When the disciples saw this, they exclaimed in astonishment, ‘How suddenly the fig
tree withered up!’

21 ‘I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘if you have faith and don’t doubt, you will not only do
what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you were to say to this hill “Be lifted
up and hurled into the sea!” it would be done.

22Andwhateveryouaskfor inyourprayerswill, if youhavefaith, begrantedyou.’
23 After Jesus had come into the Temple Courts, the chief priests and the elders of the

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘What authority have you to do these
things? Who gave you this authority?’

24 ‘I, too,’ said Jesus in reply, ‘will askyouonequestion; if youwill givemeananswer
to it, then I, also, will tell youwhat authority I have to act as I do.

25 It is about John’s baptism. What was its origin? Divine or human?’ But they
began arguing among themselves, ‘If we say “divine,” he will say to us “Why then
didn’t you believe him?”

26 But if we say “human,” we are afraid of the people, for everyone regards John as a
prophet.’

27 So the answer they gave Jesus was – ‘We do not know.’
‘Then I,’ he said, ‘refuse to tell youwhat authority I have to do these things.
28What do you think of this? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the

elder and said “Go andwork in the vineyard todaymy son.”
29 “Yes, sir,” he answered; but he did not go.
30 Then the father went to the second son, and said the same. “I will not,” he

answered; but afterwards he was sorry andwent.
31Which of the two sons did as his father wished?’ ‘The second,’ they said. ‘I tell

you,’ added Jesus, ‘that tax collectors and prostitutes are going into the kingdom of
God before you.

32 For when John came to you, walking in the path of righteousness, you did not
believe him, but tax collectors and prostitutes did; and yet you, though you saw
this, even thenwere not sorry, nor did you believe him.

33 ‘Listen to another parable. A man, who was an employer, once planted a
vineyard, put a fence round it, dug a winepress in it, built a tower, and then let it
out to tenants andwent abroad.

34 When the time for the grape harvest drew near, he sent his servants to the
tenants, to receive his share of the produce.

35But the tenants seizedhis servants, beat one, killedanother, and stoneda third.
36A second time the owner sent some servants, a larger number than before, and

the tenants treated them in the sameway.
37As a last resort he sent his son to them. “They will respectmy son,” he said.
38But the tenants, on seeing his son, said to each other “Here is the heir! Come,

let us kill him, and get his inheritance.”
39So they seized him, and threw him outside the vineyard, and killed him.
40Now, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’
41 ‘Miserable wretches!’ they exclaimed, ‘he will put them to a miserable death, and he

will let out the vineyard to other tenants, whowill pay him his share of the produce at the
proper times.’

42Then Jesus added, ‘Have younever read in the scriptures? – “The stonewhich the
builders despised – has now itself become the cornerstone. This cornerstone has
come from the Lord, and ismarvellous in our eyes.”

43That, I tell you, is why the kingdom of Godwill be taken from you, and given to
a nation that does produce the fruit of the kingdom.

44 Yes, and he who falls on this stone will be dashed to pieces, while anyone on
whom it falls – it will scatter him as dust.’

45 After listening to these parables, the chief priests and the Pharisees saw that it was
about them that he was speaking;
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46 yet, although eager to arrest him, they were afraid of the crowds, who regarded him
as a prophet.

22
1Oncemore Jesus spoke to them in parables.
2 ‘Thekingdomofheaven,’hesaid, ‘maybecomparedtoakingwhogaveabanquet

in honour of his son’s wedding.
3He sent his servants to call those who had been invited to the banquet, but they

were unwilling to come.
4A second time he sent some servants, with orders to say to those who had been

invited “Ihavepreparedmymeal,mycattleandfatbeastsarekilledandeverything
is ready; come to the banquet.”

5They, however, took no notice, but went off, one to their farm, another to their
business;

6while the rest, seizing his servants, ill-treated them and killed them.
7The king, in anger, sent his troops, put those murderers to death, and set their

city on fire.
8 Then he said to his servants “The banquet is prepared, but those who were

invited were not worthy.
9So go to the cross-roads, and invite everyone you find to the banquet.”
10 The servants went out into the roads and collected all the people whom they

found, whether bad or good; and the bridal-hall was filled with guests.
11But,when thekingwent in to seehis guests, henoticed thereamanwhohadnot

put on awedding-robe.
12So he said to him “My friend, how is it that you came in herewithout awedding-

robe?” Themanwas speechless.
13 Then the king said to the attendants “Tie him hand and foot, and put him out

into the darkness outside, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”
14Formany are called, but few chosen.’
15Then the Pharisees went away and conferred together as to how theymight lay a trap

for Jesus in the course of conversation.
16 They sent their disciples, with the Herodians, to say to him, ‘Teacher, we know that

you are an honest person, and that you teach the way of God honestly, and are not afraid
of anyone; for you pay no regard to a person’s position.

17Tell us, then, what you think. Are we right in paying taxes to the Emperor, or not?’
18Perceiving their malice, Jesus answered, ‘Why are you testingme, you hypocrites?
19 Showme the coin with which the tax is paid.’ And, when they had brought him a

coin,
20he asked, ‘Whose head and title are these?’
21 ‘The Emperor’s,’ they answered, at which he said to them, ‘Then pay to the Emperor

what belongs to the Emperor, and to Godwhat belongs to God.’
22They wondered at his answer, and left him alone andwent away.
23 That same day some Sadducees came up to Jesus, maintaining that there is no

resurrection. Their question was this, –
24 ‘Teacher, Moses said – “should a man die without children, the man’s brother will

become the husband of the widow, and raise a family for his brother.”
25Now we had living among us seven brothers; of whom the eldest married and died,

and, as he had no family, left his wife for his brother.
26 The same thing happened to the second and the third brothers, and indeed to all the

seven.
27The woman herself died last of all.
28At the resurrection, then, whose wife will she be out of the seven, all of them having

beenmarried to her?’
29 ‘Your mistake,’ replied Jesus, ‘is due to your ignorance of the scriptures, and of

the power of God.
30For at the resurrection there is nomarrying or beingmarried, but all who rise

are as angels in heaven.
31As to the resurrection of the dead, have you not read these words of God –
32 “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He is

not the God of dead people, but of living.’
33The crowds, who had been listening to him, were greatly struck with his teaching.
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34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they collected
together.

35Then one of them, a Student of the Law, to test him, asked this question –
36 ‘Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?’
37His answer was, ‘Youmust love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with

all your soul, andwith all yourmind.
38This is the great first commandment.
39The second, which is like it, is this – Youmust love your neighbour as you love

yourself.
40On these two commandments hang all the Law and the prophets.’
41Before the Pharisees separated, Jesus put this question to them –
42 ‘What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?’ ‘David’s,’ they said.
43 ‘How is it, then,’ Jesus replied, ‘that David, speaking under inspiration, calls him

“lord,” in the passage –
44 “The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies

beneath your feet”?
45Since, then, David calls him “lord,” how is he David’s son?’
46No one could say aword in answer; nor did anyone after that day venture to question

him further.

23
1Then Jesus, speaking to the crowds and to his disciples, said,
2 ‘The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees now occupy the chair of Moses.
3 Therefore practice and lay to heart everything that they preach but do not

practice.
4While theymakeupheavy loads andpile themonother people’s shoulder’s they

decline, themselves, to lift a finger tomove them.
5All their actions are done to attract attention. They widen their phylacteries,

and increase the size of their tassels,
6 and like to have the place of honour at dinner, and the best seats in the

synagogues,
7 and to be greeted in the markets with respect, and to be called “Rabbi” by

everybody.
8But do not allow yourselves to be called “Rabbi,” for you have only one teacher,

and you yourselves are all brothers and sisters.
9And do not call anyone on the earth your “Father,” for you have only one Father,

the heavenly Father.
10 Nor must you allow yourselves to be called “leaders,” for you have only one

leader, the Christ.
11The personwhowants to be the greatest among youmust be your servant.
12Whoeverexalts themselveswillbehumbled, andwhoeverhumbles themselves

will be exalted.
13 But alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are!

You turn the key of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you do not go in
yourselves, and do not allow those who try to go in to do so.

14 *
15Alas for you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You

scour land and sea to make a single convert, and, when they are gained, youmake
them twice as deserving of Gehenna as you are yourselves.

16Alas for you, you blind guides! You say “if any swear by the Temple, their oath
counts for nothing; but, if anyone swears by the gold of the Temple, their oath is
binding them”!

17 Fools that you are and blind! Which is the more important? The gold? Or the
Temple which has given sacredness to the gold?

18You say, too, “If anyone swears by the altar, their oath counts for nothing, but,
if anyone swears by the offering placed on it, their oath is binding on them”!

19Blind indeed! Which is the more important? The offering? Or the altar which
gives sacredness to the offering?

20Therefore a person, swearing by the altar, swears by it and by all that is on it,

* 23:14 Some later manuscripts add: Alas for you teachers of the law and Pharisees, hypocrites! You devour widows’
property, and pray long prayers just for show! This is why youwill receive amore severe punishment.
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21and a person, swearing by the Temple, swears by it and by himwho dwells in it,
22while a person, swearing by heaven, swears by the throne of God, and by him

who sits on it.
23Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You

pay tithes on mint, fennel, and caraway seed, and have neglected the weightier
matters of the Law – justice, mercy, and good faith. These last you ought to have
put into practice, without neglecting the first.

24You blind guides, to strain out a gnat and to swallow a camel!
25Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You

clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside they are filled with the results
of greed and self-indulgence.

26You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the dish, so that the
outsidemay become clean as well.

27Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You
are like whitewashed tombs, which indeed look fair outside, while inside they are
filled with dead people’s bones and all kinds of filth.

28 It is the samewith you. Outwardly, and to others, youhave the look of religious
people, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and sin.

29Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees, hypocrites that you are! You
build the tombs of the prophets, and decorate themonuments of religious people,

30and say “Hadwe been living in the days of our ancestors, we should have taken
no part in theirmurder of the prophets!”

31By doing this you are furnishing evidence against yourselves that you are true
children of the people whomurdered the prophets.

32Go on then, finish what your ancestors began!
33 You snakes and children of snakes! How can you escape being sentenced to

Gehenna?
34 That is why I send you prophets, wise people, and teachers of the Law, some

of whom you will crucify and kill, and some of whom you will scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute from town to town;

35so that onyourheadsmay fall everydropof innocentblood spilt onearth, from
the blood of innocent Abel down to that of Zechariah, Barachiah’s son, whom you
murdered between the Temple and the altar.

36All this, I tell you, will come home to the present generation.
37 Jerusalem! Jerusalem! She who slays the prophets and stones the messengers

sent toher –Oh, howoftenhave Iwished to gather your childrenroundme, as ahen
gathers her brood under her wings, and youwould not come!

38Verily, your house is left to you desolate!
39 For nevermore, I tell you, will you see me, until you say – “Blessed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord!” ’

24
1Leaving theTempleCourts, Jesuswaswalkingaway,whenhisdisciples cameup todraw

his attention to the Temple buildings.
2 ‘Do you see all these things?’ was his answer. ‘I tell you, not a single stone will be

left here on another, which will not be thrown down,’
3so,while Jesuswas sitting on theMount ofOlives, his disciples cameup tohimprivately

andsaid, ‘Telluswhen thiswill be, andwhatwill be the signofyourcoming, andof theclose
of the age.’

4 Jesus replied to them, ‘See that no one leads you astray;
5 for, many will take my name, and come saying “I am the Christ,” and will lead

many astray.
6Youwill hearofwars and rumours ofwars; take carenot tobealarmed, for such

thingsmust occur; but the end is not yet here.
7For nationwill rise against nation andkingdomagainst kingdom, and therewill

be famines and earthquakes in various places.
8All this, however, will be but the beginning of the birth pangs!
9When that time comes, they will give you up to persecution, and will put you to

death, and youwill be hated by all nations because ofme.
10Andthenmanywill fallaway, andwillbetrayoneanother, andhateoneanother.
11Many false prophets, also, will appear and leadmany astray;
12and, owing to the increase of wickedness, the love ofmost will grow cold.
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13Yet the personwho endures to the endwill be saved.
14 This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world as a

witness to all nations; and thenwill come the end.
15 As soon, then, as you see “the Foul Desecration,” mentioned by the prophet

Daniel, standing in the Holy place,’ (the reader must consider what this means)
16 ‘then those of youwho are in Judeamust take refuge in themountains;
17 and a man on the housetop must not go down to get the things that are in his

house;
18normust one who is on their farm turn back to get his cloak.
19Alas for pregnant women, and for those who are nursing infants in those days!
20Pray, too, that your flightmay not take place in winter, nor on a Sabbath;
21 for thatwill be a time of great distress, the like ofwhich has not occurred from

the beginning of the world down to the present time – no, nor ever will again.
22Hadnot thosedaysbeen limited, nota single soulwouldescape; but for the sake

of God’s people a limit will be put to them.
23At that time, if anyone should say to you “Look! Here is the Christ!” or “Here he

is!”, do not believe it;
24 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will display great signs and

marvels, so that, were it possible, even God’s people would be led astray.
25Remember, I have told you beforehand.
26Therefore, if people say to you “He is in thewilderness!”, do not go out there; or

“He is in an inner room!”, do not believe it;
27 for, just as lightningwill start from the east andflash across to thewest, sowill

it be with the coming of the Son ofMan.
28Wherever a dead body lies, there will the vultures flock.
29 Immediately after the distress of those days, the sun will be darkened, the

moon will not give her light, the stars will fall from the heavens, and the forces of
the heavens will be convulsed.

30Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in the heavens; and all the peoples
of the earth will mourn, when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the
heavens, with power and great glory;

31andhewill sendhisangels,withagreat trumpet, andtheywill gatherhispeople
round him from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

32 ‘Learn the lesson taught by the fig tree. As soon as its branches are full of sap,
and it is bursting into leaf, you know that summer is near.

33Andsomayyou, assoonasyouseeall these things, knowthathe isatyourdoors.
34 I tell you, even the present generation will not pass away, until all these things

have taken place.
35The heavens and the earth will pass away, butmywords will never pass away.
36But about that day and hour, no one knows – not even the angels of heaven, not

even the Son – but only the Father himself.
37For, just as in the days of Noah, so will it be at the coming of the Son ofMan.
38 In those days before the flood they went on eating and drinking, marrying and

beingmarried, up to the very day onwhich Noah entered the ark.
39 They didn’t realise what was going to happen until the flood came and swept

them one and all away; and so will it be at the coming of the Son ofMan.
40At that time, of twomen on a farm onewill be taken and one left;
41of twowomen grinding with a hand-mill one will be taken and one left.
42Therefore watch; for you cannot be sure onwhat day yourMaster is coming.
43But this you do know, that, had the owner of the house known at what time of

night the thiefwas coming, theywouldhavebeenon thewatch, andwouldnot have
allowed their house to be broken into.

44Therefore, youmust also prepare, since it is just when you are least expecting
him that the Son ofManwill come.

45Who, then is that trustworthy, careful servant, who has been placed by their
master over his household, to give them their food at the proper time?

46Happy will that servant be whom their master, when he comes home, will find
doing this.

47 I tell you that theirmasterwill put them in charge of thewhole of his property.
48But, should the servant be a bad servant, and say to themselves “Mymaster is a

long time in coming,”
49and begin to beat their fellow servants, and eat and drinkwith drunkards,
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50 that servant’s master will come on a day when they do not expect him, and at
an hour of which they are unaware,

51 and will flog the servant severely, and assign them their place among the
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

25
1 ‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps

andwent out tomeet the groom.
2Five of themwere foolish, and fivewere prudent.
3The foolish ones took their lamps, but took no oil with them;
4while the prudent ones, besides taking their lamps, took oil in their jars.
5As the groomwas late in coming, they all became drowsy, and slept.
6 But at midnight a shout was raised – “The groom is coming! Come out to meet

him!”
7Then all the bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps,
8and the foolish said to theprudent “Giveus someof youroil; our lampsaregoing

out.”
9 But the prudent ones answered “No, There may not be enough for you and for

us. Go instead to those who sell it, and buy for yourselves.”
10Butwhile theywereontheirwaytobuy it, thegroomcame; andthebridesmaids

whowere ready went in with him to the banquet, and the door was shut.
11Afterwards the other bridesmaids came. “Sir, Sir,” they said, “open the door to

us!”
12But the groom answered “I tell you, I do not know you.”
13Therefore watch, since you know neither the day nor the hour.
14 ‘For it is as though aman, going on his travels, called his servants, and gave his

property into their charge.
15 He gave five bags of gold to one, two to another, and one bag to a third, in

proportion to the ability of each. Then he set out on his travels.
16Theservantwhohadreceived thefivebagsof goldwentatonceand tradedwith

it, andmade another five bags.
17 So, too, the servant who had received the two bags of gold made another two

bags.
18But theservantwhohadreceivedtheonebagwentanddugahole in theground,

and hid hismaster’smoney.
19After a long time the master of those servants returned, and settled accounts

with them.
20 The servant who had received the five bags of gold came up and brought five

bagsmore. “Sir,”hesaid, “youentrustedmewithfivebagsofgold; look, Ihavemade
another five bags!”

21 “Well done, good, trustworthy servant!” said his master. “You have been
trustworthywith a small sum; now Iwill place a large one in your hands; come and
share yourmaster’s joy!”

22Then the one who had received the two bags of gold came up and said “Sir, you
entrustedmewith two bags of gold. Look, I havemade another two!”

23 “Well done, good, trustworthy servant!” said his master. “You have been
trustworthywith a small sum; now Iwill place a large one in your hands; come and
share yourmaster’s joy!”

24The man who had received the single bag of gold came up, too, and said “Sir, I
knew that youwere a hardman; you reap where you have not sown, and gather up
where you have not winnowed;

25 and, in my fear, I went and hid your money in the ground; look, here is what
belongs to you!”

26 “You lazy, worthless servant!” was his master’s reply. “You knew that I reap
where I have not sown, and gather upwhere I have not winnowed?

27Then you ought to have placedmymoney in the hands of bankers, and I, onmy
return, should have receivedmymoney, with interest.

28Therefore,” he continued, “take away from him the one bag of gold, and give it
to the one who has the ten bags.

29For, to himwhohas,morewill be given, andhewill have abundance; but, as for
himwho has nothing, evenwhat he has will be taken away fromhim.
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30As for the useless servant, put him out into the darkness outside, where there
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”

31 ‘When the Son ofManhas come in his glory and all the angels with him, then he
will take his seat on his throne of glory;

32andall the nationswill be gatheredbeforehim, andhewill separate the people
– just as a shepherd separates sheep from goats –

33placing the sheep on his right hand, and the goats on his left.
34 Then the king will say to those on his right “Come, you who are blessed by

my Father, enter into possession of the kingdom prepared for you ever since the
beginning of the world.

35For,whenIwashungry, yougavemefood;whenIwas thirsty, yougavemedrink;
when I was a stranger, you tookme to your homes;

36when I was naked, you clothed me; when I fell ill, you visited me; and when I
was in prison, you came tome.”

37 Then the righteous will answer “Lord, when did we see you hungry, and feed
you? Or thirsty, and give you a drink?

38When did we see you a stranger, and take you to our homes? Or naked, and
clothe you?

39When did we see you ill, or in prison, and come to you?”
40 And the king will reply “I tell you, as often as you did it to one of these my

brothers or sisters, however unimportant they seemed, you did it tome.”
41 Then he will say to those on his left “Go from my presence, accursed, into the

permanent fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.
42 For, when I was hungry, you gave me no food; when I was thirsty, you gave me

no drink;
43when I was a stranger, you did not take me to your homes; when I was naked,

you did not clotheme; and, when I was ill and in prison, you did not visit me.”
44 Then they, in their turn, will answer “Lord, when did we see you hungry, or

thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or ill, or in prison, and did not supply yourwants?”
45And then he will reply “I tell you, as often as you failed to do it to one of these,

however unimportant, you failed to do it tome.”
46Andthese lastwill goaway into lastingcorrection,but therighteous into lasting

life.’

26
1When Jesus had finished teaching all of that, he said to his disciples,
2 ‘You know that in two days time the Festival of the Passover will be here; and

that the Son ofMan is to be given up to be crucified.’
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people met in the house of the high priest,

who was called Caiaphas,
4and plotted together to arrest Jesus by stealth and put him to death;
5but they said, ‘Not during the Festival, or the people may riot.’
6After Jesus had reached Bethany, and while he was in the house of Simon the leper,
7a woman came up to himwith an alabaster jar of very costly perfume, and poured the

perfume on his head as he sat at the table.
8The disciples were indignant at seeing this. ‘What is this waste for?’ they exclaimed.
9 ‘It could have been sold for a large sum, and themoney given to poor people.’
10 ‘Why are you troubling the woman?’ Jesus said, when he noticed it. ‘For this is a

beautiful deed that she has done tome.
11You always have the poor with you, but youwill not always haveme.
12 In pouring this perfume onmy body, she preparesme formy burial.
13 I tell you,wherever, in thewholeworld, this goodnews is proclaimed,what this

woman has donewill be told inmemory of her.’
14 It was then that one of the Twelve, named Judas Iscariot, made his way to the chief

priests,
15and said ‘What are youwilling to giveme, if I betray Jesus to you?’ The Priests counted

him out thirty pieces of silver as payment.
16 So from that time Judas looked for an opportunity to betray Jesus.
17On the first day of the Festival of the unleavened bread, the disciples came up to Jesus,

and said, ‘Where do you wish us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?’
18 ‘Go into the city to a certainman,’he answered, ‘and say tohim “The teacher says

–My time is near. I will keep the Passover withmy disciples at your house.” ’
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19The disciples did as Jesus directed them, and prepared the Passover.
20 In the evening Jesus took his place with the twelve disciples,
21and, while they were eating, he said, ‘I tell you that one of youwill betrayme.’
22 In great grief they began to say to him, one by one, ‘Can it be I, Master?’
23 ‘The one who dipped his bread beside me in the dish,’ replied Jesus, ‘is the one

whowill betrayme.
24True, the Son ofManmust go, as scripture says of him, yet alas for thatman by

whom the Son of Man is being betrayed! For that man it would be better never to
have been born!’

25 Judas, who was betraying him, turned to him and said, ‘Can it be I, Rabbi?’
‘It is,’ answered Jesus.
26While theywere eating, Jesus took some bread, and, after saying the blessing, broke it

and, as he gave it to his disciples, said, ‘Take it and eat it; this is my body.’
27Thenhe took a cup, and, after saying the thanksgiving, gave it to them,with thewords,

‘Drink from it, all of you;
28 for this ismy covenant blood, which is poured out formany for the forgiveness

of sins.
29 I tell you that I will never, after this, drink of this juice of the grape, until that

day when I will drink it newwith you in the kingdom ofmy Father.’
30They then sang a hymn, and went out to theMount of Olives.
31 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Even you will all fall away fromme tonight. Scripture

says – “Iwill strike down the shepherd, and the sheepof theflockwill be scattered.”
32But, after I have risen, I will go before you into Galilee.’
33 ‘If everyone else falls away from you,’ Peter answered, ‘I will never fall away!’
34 ‘I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘that this very night, before the cock crows, you will

disownme three times!’
35 ‘Even if Imustdiewithyou,’Peterexclaimed, ‘Iwill neverdisownyou!’ All thedisciples

spoke in the sameway.
36Then Jesus camewith them to a garden calledGethsemane, andhe said tohis disciples,

‘Sit down here while I go and pray over there.’
37Takingwith him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to show signs of sadness

and deep distress of mind.
38 ‘I am sad at heart,’ he said, ‘sad even to death; wait here andwatch withme.’
39Going on a little further, he threw himself on his face in prayer. ‘My Father,’ he said,

‘if it is possible, let me be spared this cup; only, not as I will, but as youwill.’
40Then he came to his disciples, and found them asleep. ‘What!’ he said to Peter, ‘could

none of youwatch withme for one hour?
41Watch and pray so that you don’t fall into temptation. True, the spirit is eager,

but human nature is weak.’
42Again, a second time, he went away, and prayed. ‘My Father,’ he said, ‘if I cannot be

spared this cup, butmust drink it, your will be done!’
43And coming back again he found them asleep, for their eyes were heavy.
44 So he left them, and went away again, and prayed a third time, again saying the same

words.
45 Then he came to the disciples, and said, ‘Sleep on now, and rest yourselves. Look

–my time is close at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of
wicked people.

46Up, and let us be going. Look! My betrayer is close at hand.’
47And, while hewas still speaking, Judas, whowas one of the Twelve, came in sight; and

with him was a great crowd of people, with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests
and elders of the people.

48Nowthebetrayerhadarrangeda signalwith them. ‘ThemanwhomIkiss,’hehad said,
‘will be the one; arrest him.’

49 So he went up to Jesus at once, and exclaimed, ‘Welcome, Rabbi!’ and kissed him;
50 at which Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you have come for.’ The men went up,

seized Jesus, and arrested him.
51Suddenlyoneof thosewhowerewith Jesus stretchedouthishand, anddrewhis sword,

and striking the high priest’s servant, cut off his ear.
52 ‘Sheathe your sword,’ Jesus said, ‘for all who draw the sword will be put to the

sword.
53Do you think that I cannot askmy Father for help, when he would at once send

tomy aidmore than twelve legions of angels?
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54But in that case howwould the scriptures be fulfilled, which say that thismust
be?’

55 Jesus at the same time said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out, as if after a robber,
with swords and clubs, to takeme? I have sat teaching day after day in the Temple
Courts, and yet you did not arrestme.’

56Thewhole of this occurred in fulfilment of the prophetic scriptures. Then the disciples
all forsook him and fled.

57Thosewhohadarrested Jesus tookhimtoCaiaphas, thehighpriest,where the teachers
of the Law and elders had assembled.

58 Peter followed him at a distance as far as the high priest’s courtyard, to see the
outcome.

59Meanwhile the chief priests and thewhole of the High Council were trying to get such
false evidence against Jesus, as would warrant putting him to death,

60but they did not find any, althoughmany came forwardwith false evidence. Later on,
however, twomen came forward and said,

61 ‘This man said “I am able to destroy the Temple of God, and to build it in three days.” ’
62 Then the high priest stood up, and said to Jesus, ‘Have you no answer? What is this

evidence which these men are giving against you?’
63But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, ‘I order you, by the living God,

to tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.’
64 ‘It is true,’ Jesus answered, ‘Moreover I tell you all that hereafter youwill see the

Son of Man sitting on the right hand of the Almighty, and coming on the clouds of
the heavens.’

65 Then the high priest tore his robes. ‘This is blasphemy!’ he exclaimed. ‘Why do we
want anymore witnesses? You have just heard his blasphemy!

66What is your decision?’ They answered, ‘He deserves death.’
67Then they spat in his face, and struck him, while others dealt blows at him, saying as

they did so,
68 ‘Now play the prophet for us, you Christ! Whowas it that struck you?’
69Peter, meanwhile, was sitting outside in the courtyard; and amaidservant came up to

him, and exclaimed, ‘Why, you were with Jesus the Galilean!’
70But Peter denied it before them all. ‘I do not knowwhat youmean,’ he replied.
71When he had gone out into the gateway, anothermaid saw him, and said to thosewho

were there, ‘This manwas with Jesus of Nazareth!’
72Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know theman!’
73But soon afterwards those who were standing by came up and said to Peter, ‘You also

are certainly one of them; why, even your way of speaking proves it!’
74ThenPeter said, ‘I swear that I donot know theman! MayGodpunishme if I am lying!’

At that moment a cock crowed;
75and Peter remembered thewordswhich Jesus had said – “Before a cockhas crowed,

youwill disownme three times”; and he went outside, and wept bitterly.

27
1At daybreak all the chief priests and the elders of the people consulted together against

Jesus, to bring about his death.
2 They put him in chains and led him away, and gave him up to the Roman Governor,

Pilate.
3Then Judas, who betrayed him, seeing that Jesus was condemned, repented of what he

had done, and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders.
4 ‘I did wrong in betraying a good man to his death,’ he said. ‘What has that to do with

us?’ they replied. ‘Youmust see to that yourself.’
5 Judasflungdown thepieces of silver in theTemple, and left; andwent awayandhanged

himself.
6The chief priests took the pieces of silver, but they said, ‘Wemust not put them into the

Temple treasury, because they are blood-money.’
7 So, after consultation, they used it to buy the “Potter’s Field” as a burial ground for

foreigners,
8and that is why that field is called the “Field of Blood” to this very day.
9Then itwas that thesewords spokenby theprophet Jeremiahwere fulfilled – “They took

the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel,
10and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commandedme.”



Matthew 27:11 231 Matthew 27:44

11Meanwhile Jesus was brought before the Roman Governor. ‘Are you the king of the
Jews?’ asked the Governor. ‘It is true,’ answered Jesus.

12While charges were being brought against him by the chief priests and elders, Jesus
made no reply.

13ThenPilate said tohim, ‘Don’t youhearhowmanyaccusations theyaremakingagainst
you?’

14 Yet Jesus made no reply – not even a single word; at which the Governor was greatly
astonished.

15Now, at the feast, the Governor was accustomed to grant the people the release of any
one prisoner whom theymight choose.

16At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.
17 So, when the people had collected, Pilate said to them, ‘Which do you wish me to

release for you? Barabbas? Or Jesus who is called “Christ”?’
18For he knew that it was out of jealousy that they had given Jesus up to him.
19 While he was still on the Bench, his wife sent this message to him – ‘Do not have

anything to do with that good man, for I have been very much troubled today in a dream
because of him.’

20But the chief priests and elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas, and to kill
Jesus.

21 The Governor, however, said to them, ‘Which of these two do you wish me to release
for you?’
‘Barabbas,’ they answered.
22 ‘What then,’ Pilate asked, ‘should I dowith Jesuswho is called “Christ?” ’ ‘Crucify him,’

they all replied.
23 ‘Why, what harm has he done?’ he asked. But they kept shouting furiously, ‘Crucify

him!’
24When Pilate saw that his efforts were unavailing, but that, on the contrary, a riot was

beginning, he took some water, and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying as
he did so, ‘I am not answerable for this bloodshed; youmust see to it yourselves.’

25And all the people answered, ‘His blood be on our heads and on our children’s!’
26Then Pilate released Barabbas to them, but Jesus he had scourged, and gave him up to

be crucified.
27After that, the Governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Government house,

and gathered the whole garrison round him.
28They stripped him, and put on him a redmilitary cloak,
29and having twisted some thorns into a crown, put it on his head, and a rod in his right

hand, and then, going down on their knees before him, theymocked him. ‘Long life to you,
king of the Jews!’ they said.

30They spat at him and, taking the rod, kept striking him on the head;
31 and, when they had left off mocking him, they took off the military cloak, and put his

own clothes on him, and led him away to be crucified.
32As they were on their way out, they came upon aman from Cyrene called Simon, and

they compelled him to go with them to carry the cross.
33On reaching a place named Golgotha (a place named from its likeness to a skull),
34 they gave him somewine to drinkwhich had beenmixedwith gall; but after tasting it,

Jesus refused to drink it.
35When they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among them by casting lots.
36Then they sat down, and kept watch over him there.
37Above his head they fixed the accusation against himwritten out – “THIS IS JESUS THE

KING OF THE JEWS.”
38At the same time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right, the other on

the left.
39The passers-by railed at him, shaking their heads as they said,
40 ‘You who would “destroy the Temple and build one in three days,” save yourself! If

you are God’s Son, come down from the cross!’
41 In the same way the chief priests, with the Teachers of the Law and elders, said in

mockery,
42 ‘He saved others, but he cannot save himself! He is the “king of Israel”! Why doesn’t

he come down from the cross now, then wewill believe in him.
43He has trusted in God; if God wants him, let him deliver him now; for he said “I am

God’s Son.” ’
44Even the robbers, who were crucified with him, insulted him in the sameway.
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45Aftermiddayadarkness cameover all the country, lastinguntil three in the afternoon.
46About three Jesus called out loudly, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabacthani’ – that is to say, “My

God,my God, why have you forsakenme?”
47 Some of those standing by heard this, and said, ‘Theman is calling for Elijah!’
48One of them immediately ran and took a sponge, and, filling it with commonwine, put

it on the end of a rod, and offered it to him to drink.
49But the rest said, ‘Wait and let us see if Elijah is coming to save him.’*
50But Jesus, uttering another loud cry, gave up his spirit.
51Suddenly the Temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom, the earth shook, the

rocks were torn asunder,
52 the tombs opened, and the bodies ofmany of God’s people who had fallen asleep rose,
53 and they, leaving their tombs, went, after the resurrection of Jesus, into the Holy City,

and appeared to many people.
54The Roman centurion, and themenwith himwhowere watching Jesus, on seeing the

earthquake and all that was happening, became greatly frightened and exclaimed, ‘This
must indeed have been God’s Son!’

55 There were many women there, watching from a distance, who had accompanied
Jesus from Galilee and had been attending on him.

56Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the
mother of Zebedee’s sons.

57When evening had fallen, there came a richman fromArimathea, named Joseph,who
had himself become a disciple of Jesus.

58Hewent to see Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate ordered it to be given him.
59 So Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a clean linen sheet,
60and laid it in his newlymade tombwhich he had cut in the rock; and, before he left, he

rolled a great stone against the entrance of the tomb.
61Mary of Magdala and the other Mary remained behind, sitting in front of the grave.
62 The next day – that is, the day following the Preparation-day – the chief priests and

Pharisees came in a body to Pilate, and said,
63 ‘Sir, we remember that, during his lifetime, that impostor said “I will rise after three

days.”
64 So order the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise his disciples may

come and steal him, and then say to the people “He has risen from the dead,” when the
latest imposture will be worse than the first.’

65 ‘You may have a guard,’ was Pilate’s reply. ‘Go and make the tomb as secure as you
can.’

66So theywent andmade the tomb secure, by sealing the stone, in presence of the guard.

28
The Risen Life

1After the Sabbath, as the first day of theweek began to dawn,Mary ofMagdala and the
other Mary had gone to look at the grave,

2when suddenly a great earthquake occurred. For an angel of the Lord descended from
heaven, and came and rolled away the stone, and seated himself on it.

3His appearance was as dazzling as lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow;
4and, in their terror of him, themen on guard trembled violently and became like dead

men.
5 But the angel, addressing the women, said, ‘You need not be afraid. I know that it is

Jesus, who was crucified, for whom you are looking.
6He is not here; for he has risen, as he said he would. Come, and see the place where he

was lying;
7 and then go quickly and say to his disciples “He has risen from the dead, and is going

before you into Galilee; there you will see him.” Remember, I have told you.’
8They left the tombquickly, in awe and great joy, and ran to tell the news to the disciples.
9Suddenly Jesusmet them. ‘Welcome!’ he said. Thewomenwentup tohim, andclasped

his feet, bowing to the ground before him. Then Jesus said to them,
10 ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to set out for Galilee, and

they will seeme there.’

* 27:49 Some later manuscripts add: However another man took a spear, and pierced his side; and water and blood
flowed from it.
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11While they were still on their way, some of the guard came into the city, and reported
to the chief priests everything that had happened.

12So theyand theeldersmet and, afterholdinga consultation, gavea large sumofmoney
to the soldiers,

13and told them to say that his disciples came in the night, and stole himwhile theywere
asleep;

14 ‘And should this matter come before the Governor,’ they added, ‘we will satisfy him,
and see that you have nothing to fear.’

15 So the soldiers took the money, and did as they were instructed. This story spread
widely; the people of Judea still tell it today.

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus told them to meet
him;

17 and, when they saw him, they bowed to the ground before him; although some felt
doubtful.

18Then Jesus came up, and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority in heaven and on the
earth has been given tome.

19Therefore go andmake disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

20and teaching them to lay to heart all the commands that I have given you; and,
remember, I myself amwith you every day until the close of the age.’
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The
Good News According to

Mark
The Preparation

1The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ.
2 It is said in the prophet Isaiah –

“I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.

3The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the road for the Lord,

make a straight path for him.’ ”
4 John the Baptiser appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism on repentance, for
the forgiveness of sins.
5Thewhole of Judea, as well as all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, went out to him; and they
were baptised by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.

6 Johnwore clothes made of camels’ hair, with a leather strap round his waist, and lived
on locusts and wild honey;

7 and he proclaimed – ‘After me is coming someone more powerful than I am, and I am
not fit even to stoop down and unfasten his sandals.

8 I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’
9Now about that time Jesus came fromNazareth in Galilee, andwas baptised by John in

the Jordan.
10 Just as hewas coming up out of thewater, he saw the heavens split open and the Spirit

coming down to him like a dove,
11and from the heavens came a voice – ‘You aremy dearly loved son; you bringme great

joy.’
12 Immediately afterwards the Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness;
13 and he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and among the wild

beasts, while the angels helped him.
TheWork in Galilee

14After John had been arrested, Jesuswent to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God
–

15 ‘The time has come, and the kingdomof God is at hand; repent, and believe the
good news.’

16As Jesus was going along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net in the sea, for they were fishermen.

17 ‘Come and followme,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will teach you to fish for people.’
18They left their nets at once, and followed him.
19Going on a little further, he saw James, Zebedee’s son, and his brother John, whowere

in their boat mending the nets.
20 Jesus called them at once, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the crew,

and went after him.
21 They walked to Capernaum. On the next Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and

began to teach.
22 The people were amazed at his teaching, for he taught them like one who had

authority, and not like the teachers of the Law.
23Now there was in their synagogue at the time a man under the power of a foul spirit,

who called out,
24 ‘What do youwantwith us, Jesus the Nazarene? Have you come to destroy us? I know

who you are – the Holy One of God!’
25But Jesus rebuked the spirit, ‘Be silent! Come out from him.’
26The foul spirit threw theman into a fit, and with a loud cry came out from him.
27Theywere all so amazed that they kept asking each other, ‘What is this? What is this, a

new kind of teaching? He gives his commands with authority even to the foul spirits, and
they obey him!’

28His fame spread at once in all directions, through the whole region of Galilee.
29As soon as they had left the synagogue, they went to the house of Simon and Andrew,

along with James and John.
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30NowSimon’smother-in-lawwas lying illwith a fever, and they at once told Jesus about
her.

31 Jesus went up to her and, grasping her hand, raised her up; the fever left her, and she
began to take care of them.

32 In the evening, after sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who were ill or possessed
by demons;

33and the whole city was gathered round the door.
34 Jesus cured many who were ill with various diseases, and drove out many demons,

and would not permit them to speak, because they knew him to be the Christ.
35 In themorning, long before daylight, Jesus got up andwent out to a lonely spot, where

he began to pray.
36But Simon and his companions went out searching for him;
37and, when they found him, they exclaimed, ‘Everyone is looking for you!’
38But Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go somewhere else, into the country towns nearby

so that I canmakemy proclamation in them also; for that was why I came.’
39And he went about making his proclamation in their synagogues all through Galilee,

and driving out the demons.
40One day a leper came to Jesus and, falling on his knees, begged him for help. ‘If only

you are willing,’ he said, ‘you are able to makeme clean.’
41Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying as he

did so, ‘I amwilling; become clean.’
42 Instantly the leprosy left the man, and he became clean;
43and then Jesus, after sternly warning him, immediately sent him away,
44 and said to him, ‘Be careful not to say anything to anyone; but go and show

yourself to the priest, andmake the offerings for your cleansing directedbyMoses,
as evidence of your cure.’

45 The man, however, went away, and began to speak about it publicly, and to spread
the story so widely, that Jesus could no longer go openly into a town, but stayed outside in
lonely places; and people came to him from every direction.

2
1 Some days later, when Jesus came back to Capernaum, the news spread that he was in

a house there;
2 and so many people collected together, that after a while there was no room for them

even round the door; and he began to tell them his message.
3Some people came, bringing to him a paralysedman, whowas being carried by four of

them.
4They were unable to get him near to Jesus, because of the crowd, so they removed the

roof above Jesus, and, when they had made an opening, they let down the mat on which
the paralysedmanwas lying.

5When Jesus saw their faith, he said to theman, ‘Child, your sins are forgiven.’
6 But some of the teachers of the Law who were sitting there were debating in their

minds,
7 ‘Why does this man speak like this? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins except

God?’
8 Jesus, at once intuitively aware that they were debating with themselves in this way,

said to them, ‘Why are you debating in yourminds about this?
9Which is easier? – to say to the paralysed man, “Your sins are forgiven”? Or to

say “Get up, and take up yourmat, andwalk”?
10But so you may know that the Son of Man has power to forgive sins on earth’ –

here he said to the paralysedman –
11 ‘To you I say, Get up, take up yourmat, and return to your home.’
12 The man got up, and immediately took up his mat, and went out before them all;

at which they were amazed, and, as they praised God, they said, ‘We have never seen
anything like this!’

13 Jesus went out again to the sea; and all the people came to him, and he taught them.
14As hewent along, he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus, sitting in the tax office, and said to

him, ‘Followme.’ Levi got up and followed him.
15Lateronhewas inhishousehavingdinner, andanumberof tax collectorsandoutcasts

took their places at the tablewith Jesus and his disciples; formany of themwere following
him.
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16When the teachers of the Law belonging to the party of the Pharisees saw that he was
eating in the company of such people, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with the
tax collectors and outcasts?’

17Hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not those who are healthy who need a doctor, but
those who are ill. I did not come to call the religious, but the outcast.’

18Now John’s disciples and the Phariseeswere fasting, andpeople cameandasked Jesus,
‘Why is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, while yours do not?’

19 Jesus answered, ‘Can the groom’s friends fast, while the groom is with them? As
long as they have the groomwith them, they cannot fast.

20But thedayswill come,when the groomwill be takenaway fromthem, and they
will fast then –when that day comes.’

21 ‘No one ever sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; if they do, the
patch tears away from it – the new from the old – and aworse tear ismade.

22Andnooneeverputsnewwine intooldwine-skins; if theydo, thewinewillburst
the skins, and both the wine and the skins are lost. But new wine is put into fresh
skins.’

23One Sabbath, as Jesus was walking through the cornfields, his disciples began to pick
the ears of wheat as they went along.

24 ‘Look!’ the Pharisees said to him, ‘why are they doing what is not allowed on the
Sabbath?’

25 ‘Have you never read,’ answered Jesus, ‘what David didwhen hewas in need and
hungry, he and his companions –

26how hewent into the house of God, in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and
ate the consecratedbread,whichonly thepriests are allowed to eat, andgave some
to his comrades as well?’

27 Then Jesus added, ‘The Sabbath was made for people, and not people for the
Sabbath;

28 so the Son ofMan is lord even of the Sabbath.’

3
1On another occasion Jesuswent in to a synagogue, where therewas amanwhose hand

was withered.
2And theywatched Jesus closely, to see if he would cure theman on the Sabbath, so that

theymight have a charge to bring against him.
3 ‘Stand out in themiddle,’ Jesus said to themanwith the withered hand;
4 and to the people he said, ‘Is it allowable to do good at the Sabbath – or harm? To

save a life, or destroy it?’
5As they remained silent, Jesus looked round at them in anger, grieving at the hardness

of their hearts, and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ The man stretched it out;
and his hand had become sound.

6 Immediately on leaving the synagogue, the Pharisees and the Herodians united in
laying a plot against Jesus, to put him to death.

7Then Jesuswentawaywithhisdisciples to the sea, followedbyagreatnumberofpeople
from Galilee.

8 A great number, hearing of all that he was doing, came to him from Judea, from
Jerusalem, from Edom, from beyond the Jordan, and from the country round Tyre and
Sidon.

9 So Jesus told his disciples to keep a small boat close by, so that the crowd would not
crush him.

10For he had cured many of them, and so people kept crowding around him, so all who
were sick might touch him.

11The foul spirits, too,whenever they caught sight of him, flung themselves downbefore
him, and screamed out, ‘You are the Son of God’!

12But he repeatedly warned them not to make him known.
13 Jesus made his way up the hill, and called those whom he wished; and they went to

him.
14He appointed twelve – whom he also named “apostles” – so that they might be with

him, and that hemight send them out as his messengers, to preach,
15andwith power to drive out demons.
16 So he appointed the Twelve – Peter (which was the name that Jesus gave to Simon),
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17 James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John (to whom he gave the name of
Boanerges, whichmeans the Thunderers),

18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thad-
daeus, Simon the Zealot,

19and Judas Iscariot, the manwho betrayed him.
20 Jesus went into a house; and again a crowd collected, so that they were not even able

to eat their food.
21When his relatives heard of it, they went to take charge of him, for they said that he

was out of his mind.
22The teachers of the Law, who had come down from Jerusalem, said, ‘He has Beelzebul

in him! He drives the demons out by the help of their chief.’
23 So Jesus called them to him, and answered them in parables, ‘How can Satan drive

out Satan?
24When a kingdom is divided against itself, it cannot last;
25andwhen a household is divided against itself, it will not be able to last.
26 So, if Satan is in revolt against himself and is divided, he cannot last – his end

has come!
27 ‘No man who has broken into a strong man’s house can carry off his goods,

without first tying him up; and not until thenwill he plunder his house.
28I tell youthatpeoplewillbe forgiveneverything – theirsins, andall theslanders

that they utter;
29but whoever slanders the Holy Spirit remains unforgiven to the end; he has to

answer for an enduring sin.’
30This was said in reply to the charge that he had a foul spirit in him.
31His mother and his brothers came, and stood outside, and sent to ask him to come to

them.
32 There was a crowd sitting round Jesus, and some of them said to him, ‘Look, your

mother and your brothers are outside, asking for you.’
33 ‘Who ismymother? Andmy brothers?’ was his reply.
34Then he looked around on the people sitting in a circle round him, and said, ‘Here are

mymother andmy brothers!
35Whoever does the will of God ismy brother and sister andmother.’

4
1 Jesus again began to teach by the sea; and, as an immense crowdwas gathering round

him, he got into a boat, and sat in it on the sea, while all the peoplewere on the shore at the
water’s edge.

2Then he taught themmany truths in parables; and in the course of his teaching he said
to them:

3 ‘Listen! The sower went out to sow;
4 and presently, as he was sowing, some of the seed fell along the path; and the

birds came, and ate it up.
5 Some fell on rocky ground, where it had not much soil, and, because the soil

wasn’t deep, sprang up at once;
6but, when the sun rose, it was scorched, and, because their roots were not deep

enough, withered away.
7Someof the seed fell amongbrambles; but the brambles shot up and completely

choked it, and it yielded no return.
8 Some fell into good soil, and, shooting up and growing, yielded a return,

amounting to thirty, sixty, and even a hundred fold.’
9And Jesus said, ‘Let anyonewho has ears to hear with hear.’
10 Afterwards, when he was alone, his followers and the Twelve asked him about his

parables;
11 and he said, ‘To you the hidden truth of the kingdom of God has been imparted;

but to those who are outside it all teaching takes the form of parables so that –
12“Though theyhaveeyes, theymayseewithoutperceiving; and though theyhave

ears, they may hear without understanding; otherwise some day they might turn
and be forgiven.” ’

13 ‘You do not know the meaning of this parable?’ he went on, ‘Then how will you
understand all the other parables?

14The sower sows themessage.
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15 The people meant by the seed that falls along the path are these – where the
message is sown, but, as soon as they have heard it, Satan immediately comes and
carries away themessage that has been sown in them.

16 So, too, those meant by the seed sown on the rocky places are the people who,
when they have heard themessage, at once accept it joyfully;

17but, as they haveno root, they standonly for a short time; and so,when trouble
or persecution arises because of themessage, they fall away at once.

18Those meant by the seed sown among the brambles are different; they are the
people who hear themessage,

19 but the cares of life, and the glamour of wealth, and cravings for many other
things come in and completely choke themessage, so that it gives no return.

20But the peoplemeant by the seed sown on the good ground are those who hear
the message, and welcome it, and yield a return, thirty, sixty, and even a hundred
fold.’

21 Jesus said to them, ‘Is a lampbrought tobeputunderabasketorunder thecouch,
instead of being put on the lamp-stand?

22There isnothinghiddenthatwillnot cometo lightandnothing is concealed that
will not be brought into the open.

23Let all who have ears to hear with hear.
24 ‘Take care what you listen to,’ said Jesus. ‘The standard you use will be used for

you, andmore will be added for you.
25For, to thosewhohave,morewill be given;while, from thosewhohavenothing,

evenwhat they have will be taken away.’
26 Jesus also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like – like a man who has

scattered seed on the ground,
27 and then sleeps by night and rises by day, while the seed is shooting up and

growing – he knows not how.
28The ground bears the crop of itself – first the blade, then the ear, and then the

full grain in the ear;
29 but, as soon as the crop is ready, immediately he puts in the sickle because

harvest has come.’
30 Jesus also said, ‘Towhat canwe liken the kingdom of God?
31 By what can we illustrate it? Perhaps by the growth of a mustard seed. This

seed, when sown in the ground, though it is smaller than all other seeds,
32 yet, when sown, shoots up, and becomes larger than any other herb, and puts

out great branches, so that even the wild birds can roost in its shelter.’
33With many such parables Jesus used to speak to the people of his message, as far as

they were able to receive it;
34 and to them he never used to speak except in parables; but in private to his own

disciples he explained everything.

35 In the evening of the same day, Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go across.’
36So, leaving the crowd behind, they took himwith them, just as hewas, in the boat; and

there were other boats with him.
37 A violent squall came on, and the waves kept dashing into the boat, so that the boat

was actually filling.
38 Jesus was in the stern asleep on the cushion; and the disciples roused him and cried,

‘Teacher! Is it nothing to you that we are lost?’
39 Jesus rose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Hush! Be still!’ Then the wind

dropped, and a great calm followed.
40 ‘Why are you so timid?’ he exclaimed. ‘Have you no faith yet?’
41 But they were struck with great awe, and said to one another, ‘Who can this be that

even the wind and the sea obey him?’

5
1They came to the other side of the sea – the region of the Gerasenes;
2 and, as soon as Jesus had got out of the boat, he met a man coming out of the tombs,

who was under the power of a foul spirit,
3 and who made his home in the tombs. No one had ever been able to secure him, even

with a chain;
4 for, though he had many times been left secured with fetters and chains, he had

snapped the chains and broken the fetters to pieces, and no one couldmaster him.
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5Night andday alike, hewas continually shrieking in the tombs and among thehills, and
cutting himself with stones.

6Catching sight of Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed to the ground before him,
7 shrieking out in a loud voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High

God? For God’s sake do not torment me!’
8For Jesus had said, ‘Come out from theman, you foul spirit.’
9And he asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘My name,’ he said, ‘is Legion, for there are

many of us;’
10and he begged Jesus again and again not to send them away out of that country.
11There was a large herd of pigs close by, feeding on the hillside;
12 and the spirits begged Jesus, ‘Send us into the pigs so that we can take possession of

them.’
13 Jesus gave them leave. They came out, and entered into the pigs; and the herd – about

two thousand in number – rushed down the steep slope into the sea andwere drowned in
the sea.

14 Then the men who tended them ran away, and carried the news to the town, and to
the country round; and the people went to see what had happened.

15When they came to Jesus, they found the possessed man sitting there, clothed and in
his right mind – the manwho had had the “Legion” in him – and they were awe-struck.

16 Then those who had seen it related to them all that had happened to the possessed
man, as well as about the pigs;

17 so they began to beg Jesus to leave their region.
18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the possessed man begged him to let him stay with

him.
19 But Jesus refused. ‘Go back to your home, to your own people,’ he said, ‘and tell

them of all that the Lord has done for you, and how he took pity on you.’
20 So the man went, and began to proclaim in the district of the Ten Towns all that Jesus

had done for him; and everyone was amazed.
21 By the time Jesus had recrossed in the boat to the opposite shore, a great number of

people had gathered to meet him, and were standing by the sea.
22One of the leaders of the synagogue, whose name was Jairus, came and, as soon as he

saw Jesus, threw himself at his feet and begged him repeatedly,
23 saying, ‘My little daughter is at death’s door. Please come and place your hands on her

so that shemay recover and live.’
24 So Jesus went with him. A great number of people followed Jesus, and kept pressing

round him.
25Meanwhile a womanwho for twelve years had suffered from haemorrhage,
26 and undergone much at the hands of many doctors, (spending all she had without

obtaining any relief, but, on the contrary, growing worse),
27heard about Jesus, came behind in the crowd, and touched his cloak.
28 ‘If I can only touch his clothes,’ she said, ‘I will get well!’
29Atonceherbleeding stopped, andshe felt inherself that shewascuredofheraffliction.
30 Jesus at once became aware of the power that had gone out from him, and, turning

round in the crowd, he said, ‘Who touchedmy clothes?’
31 ‘You see thepeoplepressing roundyou,’ exclaimedhis disciples, ‘andyet you say “Who

touchedme?” ’
32But Jesus looked about to see who had done it.
33Then thewoman, in fear and trembling, knowingwhathadhappened toher, cameand

threw herself down before him, and told him the whole truth.
34 ‘Daughter,’ he said, ‘your faith has delivered you. Go, and peace be with you; be

free from your affliction.’
35Before he had finished speaking, some people from the house of the synagogue leader

came and said, ‘Your daughter is dead! Why should you trouble the teacher further?’
36 But Jesus, overhearing what they were saying, said to the synagogue leader, ‘Do not

be afraid; only have faith.’
37And he allowed no one to accompany him, except Peter, James, and John, the brother

of James.
38 Presently they reached the leader’s house, where Jesus saw a scene of confusion –

people weeping andwailing incessantly.
39 ‘Why this confusion and weeping?’ he said on entering. ‘The little child is not

dead; she is asleep.’
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40They began to laugh at him; but he sent them all out, and then, with the child’s father
andmother and his companions, went into the roomwhere she was lying.

41Taking her hand, Jesus said to her, ‘Talitha, koum!’ –which means “little girl, I am
speaking to you – Rise!”

42The little girl stood up at once, and began to walk about; for she was twelve years old.
And, as soon as they saw it, they were overwhelmedwith amazement;

43but Jesus repeatedly cautioned themnot to let anyone knowof it, and told them to give
her something to eat.

6
1 On leaving that place, Jesus, followed by his disciples, went to his own part of the

country.
2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue; and the people, as they

listened, were deeply impressed. ‘Where did he get this?’ they said, ‘and what is this
wisdom that has been given him? And these miracles which he is doing?

3 Isn’t he the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of James, and Joses, and Judas,
and Simon? And aren’t his sisters, too, living here among us?’ This proved a hindrance to
their believing in him;

4 at which Jesus said, ‘A prophet is not without honour, except in his home town,
and among his own relatives, and in his own home.’

5 And he could not work any miracle there, beyond placing his hands on a few infirm
persons, and curing them;

6 and he wondered at the want of faith shown by the people. Jesus went round the
villages, one after another, teaching.

7He called the Twelve to him, and began to send them out as his messengers, two and
two, and gave them authority over foul spirits.

8He instructed them to take nothing but a staff for the journey –not even bread, or a bag,
or coins in their purse;

9but they were to wear sandals, and not to put on a second coat.
10 ‘Whenever you go to stay at a house,’ he said, ‘remain there until you leave that

place;
11 and if a place does not welcome you, or listen to you, as you go out of it shake

off the dust that is on the soles of your feet, as a protest against them.’
12 So they set out, and proclaimed the need of repentance.
13Theydroveoutmanydemons, andanointedwithoilmanywhowere infirm, andcured

them.
14Now King Herod heard of Jesus; for his name had become well known. People were

saying – ‘John theBaptisermusthave risen fromthedead, and that iswhy thesemiraculous
powers are active in him.’

15 Others again said – ‘He is Elijah,’ and others – ‘He is a prophet, like one of the great
prophets.’

16But when Herod heard of him, he said – ‘The man whom I beheaded – John – he must
be risen!’

17 For Herod himself had sent and arrested John, and put him in prison, in chains, to
please Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, because Herod hadmarried her.

18For John had said to Herod – ‘You have no right to be living with your brother’s wife.’
19 So Herodias was incensed against John, and wanted to put him to death, but was

unable to do so,
20because Herod stood in fear of John, knowing him to be an upright and holyman, and

protected him. He had listened to John, but still remained much perplexed, and yet he
found pleasure in listening to him.

21A suitable opportunity, however, occurredwhenHerod, on his birthday, gave a dinner
to his high officials, and his generals, and the foremost men in Galilee.

22 When his daughter – that is, the daughter of Herodias – came in and danced, she
delighted Herod and those whowere dining with him. ‘Askme for whatever you like,’ the
king said to the girl, ‘and I will give it to you’;

23 and he swore to her that he would give her whatever she asked him – up to half his
kingdom.

24The girl went out, and said to her mother ‘Whatmust I ask for?’
‘The head of John the Baptiser,’ answered her mother.
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25 So she went in as quickly as possible to the king, and made her request. ‘I want you,’
she said, ‘to give me at once, on a dish, the head of John the Baptist.’

26 The king was much distressed; yet, because of his oath and of the guests at his table,
he did not like to refuse her.

27He immediately dispatched one of his bodyguard, with orders to bring John’s head.
Themanwent and beheaded John in the prison,

28and, bringing his head on a dish, gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother.
29When John’s disciples heard of it, they came and took his body away, and laid it in a

tomb.
30When the apostles came back to Jesus, they told him all that they had done and all that

they had taught.
31 ‘Comeby yourselves privately to some lonely spot,’ he said, ‘and rest for awhile’

– for there were somany people coming and going that they had not time even to eat.
32 So they set off privately in their boat for a lonely spot.
33 Many people saw them going, and recognised them, and from all the towns they

flocked together to the place on foot, and got there before them.
34On getting out of the boat, Jesus saw a great crowd, and his heart was moved at the

sight of them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach
themmany things.

35When it grew late, his disciples came up to him, and said, ‘This is a lonely spot, and it
is already late.

36 Send the people away, so that they may go to the farms and villages around and buy
themselves something to eat.’

37But Jesus answered, ‘It is for you to give them something to eat.’ ‘Are we to go and
spend almost a year’s wages on bread,’ they asked, ‘to give them to eat?’

38 ‘How many loaves have you?’ he asked, ‘Go, and see.’ When they had found out,
they told him, ‘Five, and two fish.’

39 Jesusdirected themtomakeall thepeople take their seatson thegreengrass, inparties;
40and they sat down in groups – in hundreds, and in fifties.
41Taking thefive loavesand the twofish, Jesus lookedup toheaven, andsaid theblessing;

he broke the loaves into pieces, and gave them to his disciples for them to serve out to the
people, and he divided the two fish also among them all.

42Everyone had sufficient to eat;
43and they picked up enough broken pieces to fill twelve baskets, as well as some of the

fish.
44The people who ate the bread were five thousand in number.
45 Immediately afterwards Jesus made his disciples get into the boat, and cross over in

advance, in the direction of Bethsaida, while he himself was dismissing the crowd.
46After he had taken leave of the people, he went away up the hill to pray.
47Whenevening fell, theboatwasout in themiddle of the sea, and Jesuswason the shore

alone.
48Seeing them labouring at the oars – for thewindwas against them – about three hours

after midnight Jesus came towards them, walking on the water, intending to join them.
49But, when they saw him walking on the water, they thought it was a ghost, and cried

out;
50 for all of themsawhim, andwere terrified. But Jesus at once spoke to them. ‘Courage!’

he said, ‘it is I; do not be afraid!’
51Then he got into the boatwith them, and thewind dropped. The discipleswere utterly

amazed,
52 for they had not understood about the loaves, their minds being slow to learn.
53When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret, andmoored the boat.
54But they had no sooner left her than the people, recognising Jesus,
55hurriedover thewhole countryside, andbegan to carry about onmats thosewhowere

ill, wherever they heard he was.
56 So wherever he went – to villages, or towns, or farms – they would lay their sick in

the market-places, begging him to let them touch only the tassel of his cloak; and all who
touched weremade well.

7
1 One day the Pharisees and some of the teachers of the Law who had come from

Jerusalem gathered round Jesus.
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2They had noticed that some of his disciples ate their foodwith their hands “defiled,” by
which theymeant unwashed.

3 (For the Pharisees, and indeed all strict Jews, will not eat without first scrupulously
washing their hands, holding in this to the traditions of their ancestors.

4When they come from market, they will not eat without first sprinkling themselves;
and there are many other customs which they have inherited and hold to, such as the
ceremonial washing of cups, and jugs, and copper pans).

5 So the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law asked Jesus this question – ‘How is it that
your disciples do not follow the traditions of our ancestors, but eat their food with defiled
hands?’

6 His answer was, ‘It was well said by Isaiah when he prophesied about you
hypocrites in the words – “This is a people who honour me with their lips, while
their hearts are far removed fromme;

7but vainly do they worshipme, For they teach but human precepts.”
8You neglect God’s commandments and hold to human traditions.
9Wisely do you set aside God’s commandments,’ he exclaimed, ‘to keep your own

traditions!
10 For while Moses said “Honour your father and your mother,” and “Let anyone

who abuses their father ormother suffer death,”
11yousay “Ifapersonsays to their fatherormother ‘Whateverofminemighthave

been of service to you is Corban’ ” (whichmeans “Set apart for God”) –
12 why, then you do not allow them to do anything further for their father or

mother!
13 In this way you nullify the words of God by your traditions, which you hand

down; and you domany similar things.’
14 Then Jesus called the people to him again, and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and

markmywords.
15There isnothingexternal toaperson,whichbygoing into themcandefile them;

but the things that come out of a person are the things that defile them.’
16 *
17When Jesus went indoors, away from the crowd, his disciples began questioning him

about this saying.
18 ‘What, do even you understand so little?’ exclaimed Jesus. ‘Don’t you see that

there is nothing external to aperson,whichby going into aperson, candefile them,
19because it does not pass into his heart, but into his stomach, and is afterwards

got rid of?’ – in saying this Jesus pronounced all food clean.
20 ‘It is what comes out from a person,’ he added, ‘that defiles them,
21 for it is fromwithin, out of the hearts of people, that there come evil thoughts

– sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,
22greed, wickedness, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, haughtiness, folly;
23all these wicked things come fromwithin, and do defile a person.’
24On leaving thatplace, Jesuswent to thedistrict ofTyreandSidon. Hewent intoahouse,

and did not wish anyone to know it, but could not escape notice.
25For awoman, whose little daughter had a foul spirit in her, heard of him immediately,

and came and threw herself at his feet –
26 the woman was a foreigner, from Syrian Phoenicia – and she begged him to drive the

demon out of her daughter.
27 ‘Let the children be satisfied first,’ answered Jesus. ‘For it is not fair to take the

children’s food, and throw it to dogs.’
28 ‘Yes, Master,’ she replied. ‘Even the dogs under the table do feed on the children’s

crumbs.’
29 ‘For saying that,’ he answered, ‘you may go. The demon has gone out of your

daughter.’
30The womanwent home, and found the child lying on her bed, and the demon gone.
31Onreturning fromthedistrict of Tyre, Jesuswent, bywayof Sidon, to theSeaofGalilee,

across the district of the Ten Towns.
32 Some people brought to him aman who was deaf and almost dumb, and they begged

Jesus to place his hand on him.
33 Jesus took him aside from the crowd quietly, put his fingers into the man’s ears, and

touched his tongue with saliva.

* 7:16 Some later manuscripts add: Let anyone with ears to hear, listen.
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34 Then, looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said to the man, ‘Ephphatha!’ which
means “Be opened.”

35 The man’s ears were opened, the string of his tongue was freed, and he began to talk
plainly.

36 Jesus insisted on their not telling anyone; but the more he insisted, the more
perseveringly theymade it known,

37 and a profound impression was made on the people. ‘He has done everything well!’
they exclaimed. ‘Hemakes even the deaf hear and the dumb speak!’

8
1About that time, when therewas again a great crowd of peoplewho had nothing to eat,

Jesus called his disciples to him, and said,
2 ‘My heart is moved at the sight of all these people, for they have already been

withme three days and they have nothing to eat;
3and if I send themaway to their homes hungry, theywill breakdownon theway;

and some of themhave come a long distance.’
4 ‘Where will it be possible,’ his disciples answered, ‘to get sufficient bread for these

people in this lonely place?’
5 ‘Howmany loaves have you?’ he asked. ‘Seven,’ they answered.
6 Jesus told the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, and,

after saying the thanksgiving, broke them, and gave them to his disciples to serve out; and
they served them out to the crowd.

7They had also a few small fish; and, after he had said the blessing, he told the disciples
to serve out these as well.

8 The people had sufficient to eat, and they picked up seven baskets full of the broken
pieces that were left.

9There were about four thousand people. Then Jesus dismissed them.
10 Immediately afterwards, getting into the boat with his disciples, Jesus went to the

district of Dalmanutha.
11Here the Pharisees came out, and began to arguewith Jesus, asking him for some sign

from the heavens, to test him.
12 Sighing deeply, Jesus said, ‘Why does this generation ask for a sign? I tell you, no

sign will be given it.’
13 So he left them to themselves, and, getting into the boat again, went away to the

opposite shore.
14Now the disciples had forgotten to take any bread with them, one loaf being all that

they had in the boat.
15 So Jesus gave them this warning. ‘Take care,’ he said, ‘beware of the leaven of the

Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.’
16They began talking to one another about their being short of bread;
17 and, noticing this, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you talking about your being

short of bread? Don’t you yet see or understand? Are your minds still so slow of
comprehension?

18 Though you have eyes, do you not see? And though you have ears, do you not
hear? Don’t you remember,

19 when I broke up the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets of
broken pieces you picked up?’
‘Twelve,’ they said.
20 ‘And when the seven for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of broken

pieces did you pick up?’
‘Seven,’ they said.
21 ‘Don’t you understand now?’ he repeated.
22They came to Bethsaida. There some people brought a blindman to Jesus, and begged

him to touch him.
23Taking the blindman’s hand, Jesus led him to the outskirts of the village, and, whenhe

had put saliva on theman’s eyes, he placed his hands on him, and asked him, ‘Do you see
anything?’

24Theman looked up, and said, ‘I see the people, for, as theywalk about, they look tome
like trees.’

25Then Jesus againplacedhis hands on theman’s eyes; and theman sawclearly, his sight
was restored, and he saw everything with perfect distinctness.
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26 Jesus sent him to his home, and said, ‘Do not go even into the village.’

27Afterwards Jesus and his discipleswent into the villages round Caesarea Philippi; and
on the way he asked his disciples this question – ‘Who do people say that I am?’

28 ‘John the Baptist,’ they answered, ‘but others say Elijah, while others say one of the
prophets.’

29 ‘But you,’ he asked, ‘who do you say that I am?’ To this Peter replied, ‘You are the
Christ.’

30At which Jesus charged them not to say this about him to anyone.
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo much suffering, and

that he must be rejected by the elders, and the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law,
and be put to death, and rise again after three days.

32He said all this quite openly. But Peter took Jesus aside, and began to rebuke him.
33 Jesus, however, turning round and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter. ‘Out of my

sight, Satan!’ he exclaimed. ‘For you look at things, not as God does, but as people
do.’

34 Calling the people and his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘If anyone wishes to walk in
my steps, theymust renounce self, take up their cross, and followme.

35For whoever wishes to save their life will lose it, and whoever, formy sake and
for the sake of the good news, will lose their life will save it.

36What good is it to a person to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
37For what could a person give that is of equal value with their life?
38Whoever is ashamed of me and of my teaching, in this unfaithful and wicked

generation, of themwill the Son ofMan be ashamed, when he comes in his Father’s
glory with the holy angels.’

9
1 ‘I tell you,’ he added, ‘that some of those who are standing here will not know

death until they have seen the kingdom of God come in power.’
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John, and led them up a high

mountain alone by themselves. There his appearance was transformed before their eyes,
3 and his clothes became whiter than any launderer in the whole world could bleach

them.
4AndElijah appeared to them, in companywithMoses; and theywere talkingwith Jesus.
5 ‘Rabbi,’ said Peter, interposing, ‘it is good to behere; let usmake three tents, one for you,

one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’
6For he did not knowwhat to say, because they weremuch afraid.
7Then a cloud came down and enveloped them; and from the cloud there came a voice

– ‘This is my dearly loved son; listen to him.’
8 And suddenly, on looking round, they saw that there was now no one with them but

Jesus alone.
9 As they were going down the mountainside, Jesus cautioned them not to relate what

they had seen to anyone, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
10They seized on thesewords and discussedwith one anotherwhat this “rising from the

dead”meant.
11 ‘How is it,’ they asked Jesus, ‘that our teachers of the Law say that Elijah has to come

first?’
12 ‘Elijahdoes indeedcomefirst,’ answered Jesus, ‘andre-establisheverything; and

does not scripture speak, with regard to the Son of Man, of his undergoing much
suffering and being utterly despised?

13 But I tell you that Elijah has come, and people have treated him just as they
pleased, as scripture says of him.’

14When they came to the other disciples, they saw a great crowd round them, and some
teachers of the Law arguing with them.

15But, as soonas they saw Jesus, all thepeople, in great astonishment, ranupandgreeted
him.

16 ‘What are you arguing about with them?’ Jesus asked.
17 ‘Teacher,’ answered aman in the crowd, ‘I broughtmy son to see you, as he has a spirit

in him that makes himmute;
18and,wherever it seizes him, it dashes himdown; he foams at themouth and grinds his

teeth, and he is pining away. I asked your disciples to drive the spirit out, but they failed.’
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19 ‘Faithless generation!’ exclaimed Jesus. ‘How longmust I be with you? How long
must I have patience with you? Bring the boy tome.’

20Theybrought him to Jesus; but no sooner did the boy see him than the spirit threwhim
into convulsions; and he fell on the ground, and rolled about, foaming at themouth.

21 ‘How long has he been like this?’ Jesus asked the boy’s father.
22 ‘From his childhood,’ he answered. ‘It has often thrown him into fire and into water

to put an end to his life; but, if you can possibly do anything, take pity on us, and help us!’
23 ‘Whysay “possibly”?’ Jesus replied. ‘Everything is possible foronewhohas faith.’
24The boy’s father immediately cried out, ‘I have faith; help mywant of faith!’
25 But, when Jesus saw that a crowd was quickly collecting, he rebuked the foul spirit,

‘Deafanddumbspirit, it is Iwhocommandyou. Comeout fromhimandneverenter
him again.’

26With a loud cry the spirit threw the boy into repeated convulsions, and then came out
from him. The boy looked like a corpse, so that most of them said that he was dead.

27But Jesus took his hand, and lifted him; and he stood up.
28 When Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, ‘Why couldn’t we

drive it out?’
29 ‘A spirit of this kind,’ he said, ‘can be driven out only by prayer.’

30 Leaving that place, Jesus and his disciples went on their way through Galilee; but he
did not wish anyone to know it,

31 for he was instructing his disciples, and telling them – ‘The Son of Man is being
betrayed into thehandsofhis fellowmen, and theywill puthim todeath, but,when
he has been put to death, he will rise again after three days.’

32But the disciples did not understand his meaning andwere afraid to question him.
33They came to Capernaum. When Jesus had gone into the house, he asked them, ‘What

were you discussing on the way?’
34 But they were silent; for on the way they had been arguing with one another which

was the greatest.
35Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, ‘If anyonewishes to befirst, hemust

be last of all, and servant of all.’
36Then Jesus took a little child, and placed it in themiddle of them. Taking it in his arms,

he said to them,
37 ‘Anyone who, for the sake of my name, welcomes even a little child like this is

welcoming me, and anyone who welcomes me is welcoming not me, but him who
sentme as hismessenger.’

38 ‘Teacher,’ said John, ‘we saw a man driving out demons by using your name, and we
tried to prevent him, because he did not follow us.’

39 ‘Noneofyoumustprevent theman,’ answered Jesus, ‘fornoonewillusemyname
in working amiracle, and yet find it easy to speak evil ofme.

40Hewho is not against us is for us.
41 If anyone gives you a cup of water because you belong to Christ, I tell you, he

will assuredly not lose his reward.
42 ‘And, if anyoneputs temptation in thewayofoneof these littleoneswhobelieve

inme, it would be far better for him if he had been thrown into the seawith a great
millstone round his neck.

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It would be better for you to enter
life maimed, than to have both your hands and go into Gehenna, into the fire that
cannot be put out.

44 *
45 If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It would be better for you to enter life

lame, than to have both your feet and be thrown into Gehenna.
46 †
47 If your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It would be better for you to enter

the kingdom of God with only one eye, than to have both eyes and be thrown into
Gehenna,

48where their worm does not die, and the fire is not put out.
49For it is by fire that everyone will be salted.

* 9:44 Some later manuscripts add here or at verse 46: where their worm never dies and the fire is never quenched.
† 9:46 See the note on verse 44.



Mark 9:50 246 Mark 10:30

50Salt is good, but, if the salt should lose its saltiness, what will you use to season
it?
Youmust have salt in yourselves, and live at peace with one another.’

10
The Journey to Jerusalem

1 On leaving that place, Jesus went into the district of Judea on the other side of the
Jordan. Crowds gathered about him again; and again, as usual, he began teaching them.

2 Presently some Pharisees came up and, to test him, asked, ‘Has a husband the right to
divorce his wife?’

3 ‘What direction didMoses give you?’ replied Jesus.
4 ‘Moses,’ they said, ‘permitted a man to draw up in writing a notice of separation and

divorce his wife.’
5 ‘It was owing to the hardness of your hearts,’ said Jesus, ‘thatMoses gave you this

direction;
6but, at the beginning of the Creation, “Godmade themmale and female.”
7 “For this reason amanwill leave his father andmother,
8 and the man and his wife will become one;” so that they are no longer two, but

one.
9What God himself, then, has yoked together no onemust separate.’
10When they were indoors, the disciples asked him again about this,
11and he said, ‘Anyonewhodivorces hiswife andmarries anotherwoman is guilty

of adultery against his wife;
12and, if thewomandivorcesherhusbandandmarries anotherman, she is guilty

of adultery.’
13 Some of the people were bringing little children to Jesus, for him to touch them; but

the disciples rebuked those who had brought them.
14When, however, Jesus saw this, he was indignant. ‘Let the little children come to

me,’ he said, ‘do not hinder them; for it is to the childlike that the kingdom of God
belongs.

15 I tell you, unless a person receives thekingdomofGod like a child, theywill not
enter it at all.’

16 Then he embraced the children, and, placing his hands on them, gave them his
blessing.

17As Jesuswas resuming his journey, aman came running up to him, and threw himself
on his knees before him. ‘Good teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to gain eternal life?’

18 ‘Why do you call me good?’ answered Jesus. ‘No one is good but God.
19You know the commandments – “Do not kill. Do not commit adultery. Do not

steal. Do not say what is false about others. Do not cheat. Honour your father and
yourmother.” ’

20 ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘I have observed all these frommy childhood.’
21 Jesus looked at theman, and his heartwent out to him, and he said, ‘There is still one

thingwanting in you; go and sell all that youhave, and give to the poor, and youwill
have wealth in heaven; then come and followme.’

22 But the man’s face clouded at these words, and he went away distressed, for he had
great possessions.

23Then Jesus looked round, and said to his disciples, ‘Howhard itwill be for people of
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’

24Thediscipleswereamazedathiswords. But Jesus said again, ‘Mychildren, howhard
a thing it is to enter the kingdom of God!

25 It is easier for a camel to get through a needle’s eye, than for a rich person to
enter the kingdom of God.’

26 ‘Thenwho can be saved?’ they exclaimed in the greatest astonishment.
27 Jesus looked at them, and answered, ‘With people it is impossible, but not with

God; for everything is possible with God.’
28 ‘But we,’ began Peter, ‘we left everything and have followed you.’
29 ‘I tell you,’ said Jesus, ‘there is no onewho has left house, or brothers, or sisters,

ormother, or father, or children, or land, formy sake and for the good news,
30whowillnot receiveahundred timesasmuch, evennowin thepresent –houses,

andbrothers, and sisters, andmothers, andchildren, and land, thoughnotwithout
persecutions – and in the age that is coming, eternal life.
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31Butmanywho are first nowwill then be last, and the last will be first.’

32Theywere on the road going up to Jerusalem,with Jesuswalking in front of them. The
discipleswerefilledwith awe,while thosewhowere following behindwere overwhelmed
with fear. Gathering the Twelve round him once more, Jesus began to tell themwhat was
about to happen to him.

33 ‘Listen!’ he said. ‘We are going up to Jerusalem; and there the Son of Man will
be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the Law, and theywill condemn
him to death, and they will give him up to the Gentiles,

34who will mock him, spit on him, and scourge him, and put him to death; and
after three days he will rise again.’

35 James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, went to Jesus, and said, ‘Teacher, we want
you to do for us whatever we ask.’

36 ‘What do youwantme to do for you?’ he asked.
37 ‘Grant us this,’ they answered, ‘to sit, one on your right, and the other on your left,

when you come in glory.’
38 ‘Youdonot knowwhat you are asking,’ Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink the cup

that I am to drink? Or receive the baptism that I am to receive?’
39 ‘Yes,’ they answered, ‘we can.’
‘You will indeed drink the cup that I am to drink,’ Jesus said, ‘and receive the

baptism that I am to receive,
40 but as to a seat at my right or at my left – that is not mine to give, but it is for

those for whom it has been prepared.’
41On hearing of this, the ten others were at first very indignant about James and John.
42But Jesus called the ten to him, and said, ‘Thosewho are regarded as ruling among

the Gentiles lord it over them, as you know, and their greatmen oppress them.
43But among you it is not so. No,whoeverwants to becomegreat among youmust

be your servant,
44andwhoeverwants to take thefirst place among youmust be the servant of all;
45 for even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life

as a ransom formany.’
46 They came to Jericho. When Jesus was going out of the town with his disciples and a

large crowd, Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.
47Hearing that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to call out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, take

pity onme.’
48Many of the people kept telling him to be quiet; but the man continued to call out all

the louder, ‘Son of David, take pity onme.’
49Then Jesus stopped. ‘Call him,’ he said. So they called the blindman. ‘Have courage!’

they exclaimed. ‘Get up; he is calling you.’
50Theman threw off his cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus.
51 ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ said Jesus, addressing him. ‘Rabboni,’ the

blindman answered, ‘I want to recover my sight.’
52 ‘Youmay go,’ Jesus said, ‘Your faith has delivered you.’ Immediately he recovered

his sight, and began to follow Jesus along the road.

11
The Last Days

1When they had almost reached Jerusalem, as far as Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent on two of his disciples.

2 ‘Go to the village facing you,’ he said, ‘and, as soon as you get there, you will find
a foal tethered, which no one has ever ridden; untie it, and bring it.

3And, if anyone says to you “Why are you doing that?”, say “The Master wants it,
andwill be sure to send it back here at once.” ’

4 The two disciples went, and, finding a foal tethered outside a door in the street, they
untied it.

5 Some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the foal?’
6And the two disciples answered as Jesus had told them; and they allowed them to go.
7Then they brought the foal to Jesus, and,when theyhad laid their cloaks on it, he seated

himself on it.
8Many of the people spread their cloaks on the road, while some strewed boughs which

they had cut from the fields;
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9and thosewho led theway, aswell as thosewho followed, kept shouting, ‘God savehim!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! God save him from on high!’
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem, andwent into the Temple Courts; and, after looking round at

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.
12The next day, after they had left Bethany, Jesus became hungry;
13and, noticing afig tree at a distance in leaf, hewent to it to see if by any chancehe could

find something on it; but, on coming up to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the
season for figs.

14So, addressing the tree, he exclaimed, ‘Maynooneeveragaineatof your fruit!’ And
his disciples heard what he said.

15 They came to Jerusalem. Jesus went into the Temple Courts, and began to drive out
thosewhowere buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of themoney changers,
and the seats of the pigeon-dealers,

16andwould not allow anyone to carry anything across the Temple Courts.
17Thenhebegan to teach. ‘Doesnotscripturesay,’heasked, ‘ “Myhousewillbecalled

a house of prayer for all the nations”? But you havemade it a den of robbers.’
18Nowthechief priests and the teachersof theLawheard this andbegan to look for some

way of putting Jesus to death; for theywere afraid of him, since all the peoplewere greatly
impressed by his teaching.

19As soon as evening fell, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.
20As they passed by early in themorning, they noticed that the fig tree was withered up

from the roots.
21ThenPeter recalledwhat hadoccurred. ‘Look, Rabbi,’he exclaimed, ‘thefig treewhich

you doomed is withered up!’
22 ‘Have faith in God!’ replied Jesus.
23 ‘I tell you that if anyone should say to this hill “Be lifted up and hurled into the

sea!”, without ever a doubt in his mind, but in the faith that what he says will be
done, he would find that it would be.

24And therefore I say to you “Have faith that whatever you ask for in prayer is
already granted you, and youwill find that it will be.”

25 ‘And, whenever you stand up to pray, forgive any grievance that you have
against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven also may forgive you your
offences.’

26 *

27 They came to Jerusalem again. While Jesus was walking about in the Temple Courts,
the chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and the elders came up to him.

28 ‘What authority have you to do these things?’ they said. ‘Who gave you the authority
to do them?’

29 ‘I will put one question to you,’ said Jesus. ‘Answer me that, and then I will tell
youwhat authority I have to act as I do.

30 It is about John’s baptism. Was it of divine or human origin? Answerme that.’
31 They began arguing together. ‘If we say “divine,” he will say “Why then didn’t you

believe him?”
32Yet canwe say “human”?’ Theywere afraid of the people, for everyone regarded John

as undoubtedly a prophet.
33 So their answer to Jesus was – ‘We do not know.’
‘Then I,’ replied Jesus, ‘refuse to tell youwhat authority I have to do these things.’

12
1 Jesus began to speak to them in parables, ‘A man once planted a vineyard, put a

fence round it, dug a wine-press, built a tower, and then let it out to tenants and
went abroad.

2At theproper timehe sent a servant to the tenants, to receive fromthemashare
of the produce of the grape harvest;

3but they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.
4Asecondtimetheownersentaservant to them; thisman, too, the tenants struck

on the head, and insulted.

* 11:26 Some latermanuscripts add: But if you do not forgive, neitherwill your Father in heaven forgive your offences.
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5He sent another, but him they killed; and so with many others – some they beat
and some they killed.

6He had still one son, who was very dear to him; and him he sent to them last of
all. “They will respectmy son,” he said.

7 But those tenants said to one another “Here is the heir! Come, let us kill him,
and his inheritance will be ours.”

8So they seized him, and killed him, and threw his body outside the vineyard.
9What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and put the tenants to

death, and hewill let the vineyard to others.
10 ‘Have younever read this passage of scripture? – “The stonewhich the builders

despised has now itself become the cornerstone;
11 this cornerstone has come from the Lord, and ismarvellous in our eyes.” ’
12After this his enemies were eager to arrest him, but theywere afraid of the crowd; for

they saw that it was at them that he had aimed the parable. So they left him alone, and
went away.

13 Afterwards they sent to Jesus some of the Pharisees and Herodians, to set a trap for
him in the course of conversation.

14These men came to him and said, ‘Teacher, we know that you are an honest man, and
are not afraid of anyone, for you pay no regard to a person’s position, but teach theway of
God honestly; are we right in paying taxes to the Emperor, or not?

15 Should we pay, or should we not pay?’ Knowing their hypocrisy, Jesus said to them,
‘Why are you testingme? Bringme a coin to look at.’

16And, when they had brought it, he asked, ‘Whose head and title are these?’
‘The Emperor’s,’ they said;
17 and Jesus replied, ‘Pay to the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor, and to God

what belongs to God.’ And they were amazed at him.
18 Next came some Sadducees – the men who maintain that there is no resurrection.

Their question was this –
19 ‘Teacher, in our scriptures Moses decreed that, should a man’s brother die, leaving a

widow but no child, the man should take the widow as his wife, and raise up a family for
his brother.

20There were once seven brothers. The eldest married, but died and left no family;
21and the secondmarried his widow, and died without family; and so did the third.
22All the seven died and left no family. The woman herself died last of all.
23At the resurrection whose wife will she be, all seven brothers having had her as their

wife?’
24 ‘Is not the reason of your mistake,’ answered Jesus, ‘your ignorance of the

scriptures and of the power of God?
25When people rise from the dead, there is no marrying or being married; but

they are as angels in heaven.
26 ‘As to the dead, and the fact that they rise, have you never read in the book of

Moses, in the passage about the Bush, howGod spoke to him saying – “I am the God
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”?

27He is not God of dead people, but of living. You are greatlymistaken.’
28 Then came up one of the teachers of the Law who had heard their discussions.

Knowing that Jesus had answered them wisely, he asked him this question, ‘Which
commandment is themost important of all?’

29 ‘Themost important,’ answered Jesus, ‘is – “Hear, Israel; the Lord our God is the
one Lord;

30andyoumust love theLordyourGodwithall yourheart, andwithall your soul,
andwith all yourmind, andwith all your strength.”

31The second is this – “Youmust love your neighbour as you love yourself.” There
is no commandment greater than these.’

32 ‘Wisely answered, teacher!’ exclaimed the teacher of the Law. ‘It is true, as you say,
that there is one God, and that there is no other besides him;

33 and to love him with all one’s heart, and with all one’s understanding, and with all
one’s strength, and to love one’s neighbour as one loves oneself is far beyond all burnt
offerings and sacrifices.’

34 Seeing that he had answered with discernment, Jesus said to him, ‘You are not far
from the kingdom of God.’
After that no one ventured to question him further.
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35While Jesuswas teaching in the Temple Courts, he asked, ‘How is it that the teachers
of the Law say that the Christ is to be David’s son?

36Davidsaidhimself, speakingunderthe inspirationof theHolySpirit – “TheLord
said tomy lord: Sit atmy right hand, until I put your enemies beneath your feet.”

37David himself calls him “lord,” how comes it, then, that he is to be his son?’
Themass of the people listened to Jesus with delight.
38 In the course of his teaching, Jesus said, ‘See that youare on your guard against the

teachers of the Law, who delight to walk about in long robes, and to be greeted in
the streets with respect,

39and to have the best seats in the synagogues, and places of honour at dinner.
40Theyarethemenwhorobwidowsof theirhomes, andmakeapretenceofsaying

long prayers. Their sentence will be all the heavier.’
41 Then Jesus sat down opposite the chests for the Temple offerings, and watched how

the people put money into them. Many rich people were putting in large sums;
42but one poor widow came and put in two small coins, worth very little.
43Then, calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘I tell you that this poorwidowhas put

inmore than all the others whowere puttingmoney into the chests;
44 for everyone else put in something fromwhat he had to spare, while she, in her

need, put in all she had – everything that she had to live on.’

13
1As Jesuswaswalking out of the Temple Courts, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Teacher,

look what fine stones and buildings these are!’
2 ‘Doyousee thesegreatbuildings?’ asked Jesus. ‘Nota single stonewill be lefthere

on another, which will not be thrown down.’
3When Jesus had sat down on theMount of Olives, facing the Temple, Peter, James, John

and Andrew questioned him privately,
4 ‘Tell us when this will be, andwhatwill be the signwhen all this is drawing to its close.’
5Then Jesus began, ‘See that no one leads you astray.
6Manywill takemy name, and come saying “I amHe”, andwill leadmany astray.
7 ‘And, when you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; such

thingsmust occur; but the end is not yet.
8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be

earthquakes invariousplaces; therewill be famines. Thiswill bebut thebeginning
of the birth-pangs.

9 ‘See to yourselves! They will betray you to courts of law; and you will be taken
to synagogues and beaten; and you will be brought up before governors and kings
formy sake, so that you can bear witness before them.

10But the good newsmust first be proclaimed to every nation.
11 Whenever they betray you and hand you over for trial, do not be anxious

beforehand as to what you will say, but say whatever is given you at the moment;
for it will not be youwho speak, but the Holy Spirit.

12Brotherwill betray brother to death, and the father his child; and childrenwill
turn against their parents, and cause them to be put to death;

13and you will be hated by everyone because of me. Yet the person who endures
to the endwill be saved.

14 ‘As soon, however, as you see “the Foul Desecration” standing where it ought
not’ (the reader must consider what this means) ‘then those of you who are in Judea
must take refuge in themountains;

15and a person on the house-topmust not go down, or go in to get anything out of
their house:

16normust one who is on their farm turn back to get their cloak.
17And alas for pregnant women, and for those who are nursing infants in those

days!
18Pray, too, that thismay not occur in winter.
19For thosedayswill bea timeofdistress, the likeofwhichhasnot occurred from

the beginning of God’s creation until now – and never will again.
20And, had not the Lord put a limit to those days, not a single soul would escape;

but, for the sake of God’s own chosen people, he did limit them.
21 ‘And at that time if anyone should say to you “Look, here is the Christ!” “Look,

there he is!”, do not believe it;
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22 for false Christs and false prophetswill arise, anddisplay signs andmarvels, to
lead astray, were it possible, even God’s people.

23But see that you are on your guard! I have told you all this beforehand.
24 ‘In those days, after that time of distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon

will not give her light,
25 the starswill be falling fromtheheavens, and the forces that are in theheavens

will be convulsed.
26Thenwill be seen the Son ofMan coming in clouds with great power and glory;
27 and then he will send the angels, and gather his people from the four winds,

from one end of the world to the other.
28 ‘Learn the lesson taught by the fig tree. As soon as its branches are full of sap,

and it is bursting into leaf, you know that summer is near.
29And so may you, as soon as you see these things happening, know that he is at

your doors.
30 I tell you that even the present generation will not pass away, until all these

things have taken place.
31The heavens and the earth will pass away, butmywords will not pass away.
32 ‘But about that day, or the hour, no one knows – not even the angels in heaven,

not even the Son – but only the Father.
33 ‘See that you are on the watch; for you do not knowwhen the timewill be.
34 It is like a man going on a journey, who leaves his home, puts his servants in

charge – each having their special duty – and orders the porter to watch.
35Thereforewatch, foryoucannotbesurewhentheMasterof thehouse is coming

–whether in the evening, atmidnight, at daybreak, or in themorning –
36otherwise hemight come suddenly and find you asleep.
37Andwhat I say to you I say to all –Watch!’

14
1 It was now two days before the Festival of the Passover and the unleavened bread. The

chief priests and the teachers of the Law were looking for an opportunity to arrest Jesus
by stealth, and to put him to death;

2 for they said, ‘Not during the Festival, or the people may riot.’
3When Jesus was still at Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, while hewas sitting at

the table, awoman camewith an alabaster jar of choice spikenard perfume of great value.
She broke the jar, and poured the perfume on his head.

4Someof thosewhowere present said to one another indignantly, ‘Whyhas the perfume
been wasted like this?

5This perfume could have been sold formore than a year’s wages, and themoney given
to the poor.’

6 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus, as they began to find fault with her, ‘why are you
troubling her? This is a beautiful deed that she has done forme.

7You always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to
them; but youwill not always haveme.

8 She has done what she could; she has perfumed my body beforehand for my
burial.

9And I tell you, wherever, in the whole world, the good news is proclaimed, what
this woman has donewill be told inmemory of her.’

10After this, Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests, to betray Jesus to
them.

11 They were glad to hear what he said, and promised to pay him. So he began looking
for a good opportunity to betray Jesus.

12 On the first day of the Festival of the unleavened bread, when it was customary to
kill the Passover lambs, his disciples said to Jesus, ‘Where do you wish us to go and make
preparations for your eating the Passover?’

13 Jesus sent forward two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the city, and there
aman carrying a pitcher of water will meet you; follow him;

14 and, wherever he goes in, say to the owner of the house “The teacher says –
Where ismy roomwhere I am to eat the Passover withmy disciples?”

15He will himself show you a large upstairs room, set out ready; and theremake
preparations for us.’
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16 So the disciples set out and went into the city, and found everything just as Jesus had
told them; and they prepared the Passover.

17 In the evening he went there with the Twelve,
18andwhen they had taken their places andwere eating, Jesus said, ‘I tell you that one

of you is going to betrayme – onewho is eating withme.’
19They were grieved at this, and began to say to him, one after another, ‘Can it be I?’
20 ‘It is one of you Twelve,’ said Jesus, ‘the one who is dipping his bread beside me

into the dish.
21True, the Son ofManmust go, as scripture says of him, yet alas for thatman by

whom the Son of Man is being betrayed! For that man it would be better never to
have been born!’

22While theywere eating, Jesus took some bread, and, after saying the blessing, broke it,
and gave it to them, and said, ‘Take it; this is my body.’

23 Then he took a cup, and, after saying the thanksgiving, gave it to them, and they all
drank from it.

24 ‘This ismy covenant-blood,’ he said, ‘which is poured out on behalf ofmany.
25I tell you that Iwill neveragaindrinkof the fruit of thevine, until thatdaywhen

I will drink it new in the kingdom of God.’
26They then sang a hymn, and went out up theMount of Olives,
27 presently Jesus said to them, ‘All of you will fall away; for scripture says – “I will

strike down the shepherd, and the sheepwill be scattered.”
28Yet, after I have risen, I will go before you into Galilee.’
29 ‘Even if everyone else falls away,’ said Peter, ‘I will not.’
30 ‘I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘that you yourself today – yes, this very night – before

the cock crows twice, will disownme three times.’
31But Peter vehemently protested, ‘Even if I must die with you, I will never disown you!’

And they all said the same.

32Presently they came to a garden known as Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples
‘Sit down here while I pray.’

33He tookwith him Peter, James, and John; and began to show signs of great dismay and
deep distress of mind.

34 ‘I am sad at heart,’ he said, ‘sad even to death; wait here, andwatch.’
35Going on a little further, he threw himself on the ground, and began to pray that, if it

were possible, he might be spared that hour.
36 ‘Abba, Father,’ he said, ‘all things are possible to you; take away this cup from

me; yet, not what I will, but what youwill.’
37Then he came and found the three apostles asleep. ‘Simon,’ he said to Peter, ‘are you

asleep? Couldn’t youwatch for one hour?
38Watch and pray,’ he said to them all, ‘so that you may not fall into temptation.

True, the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.’
39Again he went away, and prayed in the samewords;
40and coming back again he found them asleep, for their eyes were heavy; and they did

not knowwhat to say to him.
41Athird timehecame, and said to them, ‘Sleeponnow,andrestyourselves. Enough!

My time has come. Look, the Son ofMan is being betrayed into the hands of wicked
people.

42Up, and let us be going. Look! My betrayer is close at hand.’
43 And just then, while he was still speaking, Judas, who was one of the Twelve, came

up; and with him a crowd of people, with swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests, the
teachers of the Law, and the elders.

44Nowthebetrayerhadarrangeda signalwith them. ‘ThemanwhomIkiss,’hehad said,
‘will be the one; arrest him and take him away safely.’

45As soon as Judas came, he went up to Jesus at once, and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him.
46Then themen seized Jesus, and arrested him.
47 One of those who were standing by drew his sword, and struck at the high priest’s

servant, and cut off his ear.
48 But Jesus spoke up, and said to the men, ‘Have you come out, as if after a robber,

with swords and clubs, to takeme?
49 I havebeenamongyoudayafter day in theTempleCourts teaching, andyet you

did not arrestme; but this is in fulfilment of the scriptures.’
50And all the apostles deserted him and fled.
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51One young man did indeed follow him, wrapped only in a linen sheet. They tried to
arrest him;

52but he left the sheet in their hands, and fled naked.

53Then they took Jesus to thehighpriest; andall the chiefpriests, elders, and the teachers
of the Law assembled.

54 Peter, who had followed Jesus at a distance into the courtyard of the high priest, was
sitting there among the guards, warming himself at the blaze of the fire.

55Meanwhile the chief priest and the whole of the High Council were trying to get such
evidence against Jesus as would warrant his being put to death, but they could not find
any;

56 for, though there were many who gave false evidence against him, yet their evidence
did not agree.

57Presently somemen stood up, and gave this false evidence against him –
58 ‘Weourselves heard him say “Iwill destroy this Templemadewith hands, and in three

days build another made without hands.” ’
59Yet not even on that point did their evidence agree.
60 Then the high priest stood forward, and questioned Jesus. ‘Have you no answer to

make?’ he asked. ‘What is this evidence which these men are giving against you?’
61But Jesus remained silent, andmade no answer.
A second time the high priest questioned him. ‘Are you,’ he asked, ‘the Christ, the Son of

the Blessed One?’
62 ‘I am,’ replied Jesus, ‘and youwill all see the Son ofMan sitting on the right hand

of the Almighty, and coming in the clouds of heaven.’
63At this the high priest tore his vestments. ‘Why do we want any more witnesses?’ he

exclaimed.
64 ‘You heard his blasphemy? What is your verdict?’ They all condemned him, declaring

that he deserved death.
65 Some of those present began to spit at him, and to blindfold his eyes, and strike him,

saying, as they did so, ‘Now play the prophet!’ and even the guards received him with
blows.

66While Peter was in the courtyard down below, one of the high priest’s maidservants
came up;

67 and, seeing Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him, and exclaimed, ‘Why,
you were with Jesus, the Nazarene!’

68But Peter denied it. ‘I do not know or understandwhat youmean,’ he replied. Then he
went out into the porch;

69 and there the maidservant, on seeing him, began to say again to the bystanders, ‘This
is one of them!’

70But Peter again denied it.
Soon afterwards the bystanders again said to him, ‘You certainly are one of them; why

you are a Galilean!’
71 But he said to them, ‘I swear that I do not know the man you are talking about! May

God punishme if I am lying!’
72At thatmoment, for the second time, a cock crowed; and Peter remembered thewords

that Jesus had said to him – “Before a cockhas crowed twice, youwill disownme three
times”; and, as he thought of it, he began to weep.

15
1As soon as itwas daylight, the chief priests, after holding a consultationwith elders and

teachers of the Law – that is to say, the whole High Council – put Jesus in chains, and took
him away, and gave him up to Pilate.

2 ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ asked Pilate. ‘It is true,’ replied Jesus.
3Then the chief priests brought a number of charges against him.
4 So Pilate questioned Jesus again. ‘Have you no reply to make?’ he asked. ‘Listen, how

many charges they are bringing against you.’
5But Jesus still made no reply whatever; at which Pilate was astonished.
6Now, at the feast, Pilate used to grant the people the release of any one prisoner whom

theymight ask for.
7 A man called Barabbas was in prison, with the rioters who had committed murder

during a riot.
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8 So, when the crowdwent up and began to ask Pilate to follow his usual custom,
9he answered, ‘Do youwant me to release the “king of the Jews” for you?’
10 For he was aware that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had given Jesus up

to him.
11But the chief priests incited the crowd to get Barabbas released instead.
12Pilate, however, spoke to them again, ‘What should I do then with themanwhom you

call the “king of the Jews”?’
13Again they shouted, ‘Crucify him!’
14 ‘Why, what harmhas he done?’ Pilate kept saying to them. But they shouted furiously,

‘Crucify him!’
15 And Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to them, and, after

scourging Jesus, gave him up to be crucified.
16The soldiers then took Jesus away into the courtyard – that is the Government house –

and they called the whole garrison together.
17 They dressed him in a purple robe, and, having twisted a crown of thorns, put it on

him,
18and then began to salute him. ‘Long life to you, king of the Jews!’ they said.
19And they kept striking him on the head with a rod, spitting at him, and bowing to the

ground before him – going down on their knees;
20 and, when they had left off mocking him, they took off the purple robe, and put his

own clothes on him.

21They led Jesus out to crucify him; and they compelled a passer-by, Simon fromCyrene,
who was on his way in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with
them to carry his cross.

22They brought Jesus to the place which was known as Golgotha – a namewhichmeans
“place of a Skull.”

23There they offered him drugged wine; but Jesus refused it.
24Then they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots for them, to

settle what each should take.
25 It was nine in themorning when they crucified him.
26 The words of the charge against him, written up over his head, read – “THE KING OF

THE JEWS.”
27Andwith him they crucified two robbers, one on the right, and the other on the left.
28 *
29 The passers-by railed at him, shaking their heads, as they said, ‘Ah! You who would

destroy the Temple and build one in three days,
30 come down from the cross and save yourself!’
31 In the same way the chief priests, with the teachers of the Law, said to one another in

mockery,
32 ‘He saved others, but he cannot save himself! Let the Christ, the “king of Israel,” come

down from the cross now so that we can see it and believe.’ Even the men who had been
crucified with Jesus insulted him.

33 At midday, a darkness came over the whole country, lasting until three in the
afternoon.

34 And, at three, Jesus called out loudly, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani?’ which means
“MyGod,my God, why have you forsakenme?”

35 Some of those standing round heard this, and said, ‘Listen! He is calling for Elijah!’
36And aman ran, and, soaking a sponge in commonwine, put it on the end of a rod, and

offered it to him to drink, saying as he did so, ‘Wait and let us see if Elijah is coming to take
him down.’

37But Jesus, giving a loud cry, breathed his last.
38The Temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom.
39 The Roman officer, who was standing facing Jesus, on seeing the way in which he

breathed his last, exclaimed, ‘This manmust indeed have been God’s son!’

40 There were some women also watching from a distance, among them being Mary of
Magdala, Mary themother of James the Little and of Joseph, and Salome –

41 all of whom used to accompany Jesus when he was in Galilee, and give him support –
besides many other womenwho had come upwith him to Jerusalem.

* 15:28 Some later manuscripts add: And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Hewas counted among outlaws.”



Mark 15:42 255 Mark 16:20

42 The evening had already fallen, when, as it was the Preparation day – the day before
the Sabbath –

43 Joseph from Arimathea, a councillor of good position, who was himself living in
expectation of the kingdom of God, came and ventured to go in to see Pilate, and to ask
for the body of Jesus.

44 But Pilate was surprised to hear that he had already died. So he sent for the officer,
and asked if he were already dead;

45and, on learning from the officer that it was so, he gave the corpse to Joseph.
46 Joseph, having bought a linen sheet, took Jesus down, andwound the sheet roundhim,

and laid him in a tomb which had been cut out of the rock; and then rolled a stone up
against the entrance of the tomb.

47Mary ofMagdala andMary, themother of Joseph, were watching to see where hewas
laid.

16
The Risen Life Announced

1When the Sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought some spices, so that theymight go and anoint the body of Jesus.

2Very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb, after sunrise.
3Theywere saying to one another, ‘Whowill roll away the stone for us from the entrance

of the tomb?’
4But, on looking up, they saw that the stone had already been rolled back; it was a very

large one.
5Going into the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on their right, in a white robe, and

they were dismayed; but he said to them,
6 ‘Do not be dismayed; you are looking for Jesus, the Nazarene, who has been crucified;

he has risen, he is not here! Look! Here is the place where they laid him.
7But go, and say to his disciples and to Peter “He is going before you into Galilee; there

you will see him, as he told you.” ’
8 They went out, and fled from the tomb, for they were trembling and bewildered; and

they did not say a word to anyone, for they were frightened.

A late appendix

(Inserted in somemanuscripts from an ancient source)
9 After his rising again, early on the first day of the week, Jesus appeared first of all to

Mary of Magdala, fromwhom he had driven out seven demons.
10 She went and told the news to those who had been with him and who were now in

sorrow and tears;
11 yet even they, when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, did not

believe it.
12 Afterwards, altered in appearance, he made himself known to two of them, as they

were walking, on their way into the country.
13They also went and told the rest, but they did not believe even them.
14 Later on, he made himself known to the Eleven themselves as they were at a meal,

and reproached them with their want of faith and their stubbornness, because they did
not believe those who had seen him after he had risen from the dead.

15 Then he said to them, ‘Go into all the world, and proclaim the good news to all
creation.

16Hewhobelieves and isbaptisedwill be saved; buthewhorefuses tobelievewill
be condemned.

17Moreover these signswill attend thosewhobelieve. Inmyname theywill drive
out demons; they will speak in new languages;

18 theywill take up snakes in their hands; and, if they drink any poison, it will not
hurt them; they will place their hands on sick people and they will recover.’

19 So the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at
the right hand of God.

20But they set out, andmade theproclamationeverywhere, theLordworkingwith them,
and confirming themessage by the signs which attended it.

Another appendix
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But all that hadbeen revealed to themthey reportedbriefly toPeter andhis companions.
Afterwards Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and
imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.
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The
Good News According to

Luke
Dedication

1To his Excellency, Theophilus.
Many attempts have been already made to draw up an account of those events which

have reached their conclusion among us,
2 just as they were reported to us by those who from the beginning were eye-witnesses,

and afterwards became bearers of themessage.
3 And, therefore, I also, since I have investigated all these events with great care from

their very beginning, have resolved to write a connected history of them for you,
4 in order that youmay be able to satisfy yourself of the accuracy of the story which you

have heard from the lips of others.
Birth, Parentage, Infancy and Boyhood

5 In the reign ofHerod, king of Judea, therewas a priest namedZechariah,whobelonged
to the division called after Abijah. His wife, whose name was Elizabeth, was also a
descendant of Aaron.

6 They were both righteous people, who lived blameless lives, guiding their steps by all
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord.

7 But they had no child, Elizabeth being barren; and both of them were advanced in
years.

8One day, when Zechariah was officiating as priest before God, during the turn of his
division,

9 it fell to him by lot, in accordance with the practice among the priests, to go into the
Temple of the Lord and burn incense;

10and, as it was the Hour of Incense, the people were all praying outside.
11Andanangel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right of theAltar of Incense.
12Zechariah was startled at the sight and was awe-struck.
13 But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard,

and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, whom youwill call by the name John.
14Hewill be to you a joy and a delight; andmanywill rejoice over his birth.
15For hewill be great in the sight of the Lord; hewill not drink anywine or strong drink,

and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit from the very hour of his birth,
16andwill reconcile many of the Israelites to the Lord their God.
17Hewill go before him in the spirit andwith the power of Elijah, to reconcile fathers to

their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, and so make ready for
the Lord a people prepared for him.’

18 ‘How can I be sure of this?’ Zechariah asked the angel. ‘For I am an old man and my
wife is advanced in years.’

19 ‘I amGabriel,’ the angel answered, ‘who stands in the presence ofGod, and I havebeen
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

20 And now you will be silent and unable to speak until the day when this takes place,
because you did not believe what I said, thoughmywords will be fulfilled in due course.’

21Meanwhile the people were watching for Zechariah, wondering at his remaining so
long in the Temple.

22When he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they perceived that he had
seen a vision there. But Zechariah kept making signs to them, and remained dumb.

23And, as soon as his term of service was finished, he returned home.
24After this his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and lived in seclusion for fivemonths.
25 ‘The Lord has done this for me,’ she said, ‘he has shownme kindness and taken away

the public disgrace of childlessness under which I have been living.’

26 Six months later the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth,

27 to a maiden there who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.
Her namewasMary.

28Gabriel came into her presence and greeted her, saying, ‘You have been shown great
favour – the Lord is with you.’
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29Mary was much disturbed at his words, and was wondering to herself what such a
greeting couldmean,

30when the angel spoke again, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with
God.

31 And now, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will give him the name
Jesus.

32The childwill be great andwill be called “Son of theMost High,” and the Lord Godwill
give him the throne of his ancestor David,

33andhewill reign over the descendants of Jacob for ever; And to his kingdom therewill
be no end.’

34 ‘How can this be?’ Mary asked the angel. ‘For I have no husband.’
35 ‘The Holy Spirit will descend on you,’ answered the angel, ‘and the Power of the Most

High will overshadow you; and therefore the child will be called “holy,” and “Son of God.”
36And Elizabeth, your cousin, is herself also expecting a son in her old age; and it is now

the sixthmonth with her, though she is called barren;
37 for no promise from Godwill fail to be fulfilled.’
38 ‘I am the servant of the Lord,’ exclaimed Mary. ‘Let it be with me as you have said.’

Then the angel left her.
39Soon after thisMary set out, andmade herway quickly into the hill-country, to a town

in Judah;
40and there she went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child moved within her, and Elizabeth

herself was filled with the Holy Spirit,
42and cried aloud, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is your unborn child!
43But how have I this honour, that themother of my Lord should come tome?
44For, as soon as your greeting reachedmyears, the childmovedwithinmewith delight!
45Happy indeed is she who believed that the promise which she received from the Lord

would be fulfilled.’
46AndMary said:

‘My soul exalts the Lord,
47andmy spirit delights in Godmy Saviour,

48 for he has looked with favour on his humble servant girl.
From now on all generations will call me blessed!

49 ‘For the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

50He hasmercy on those who revere him
in every generation.

51 ‘Mighty are the deeds of his arm!
He has scattered the self-satisfied proud,

52he has cast down themighty from their thrones,
and he uplifts the humble,

53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

54 ‘He has stretched out his hand to his servant Israel,
ever mindful of his mercy,

55as he promised to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his descendants for ever.’

56Mary stayed with Elizabeth about threemonths, and then returned to her home.
57When Elizabeth’s time came, she gave birth to a son;
58and her neighbours and relatives, hearing of the great goodness of the Lord to her, came
to share her joy.
59Aweek later theymet to circumcise the child, andwere about to call himZechariah after
his father,
60when his mother spoke up, ‘No, he is to be called John.’

61 ‘You have no relation of that name!’ they exclaimed;
62 and they made signs to the child’s father, to find out what he wished the child to be

called.
63 Asking for a writing tablet, he wrote the words – “His name is John.” Everyone was

surprised



Luke 1:64 259 Luke 2:18

64 and immediately Zechariah recovered his voice and the use of his tongue, and began
to bless God.

65All their neighbourswere awe-struck at this, and throughout the hill-country of Judea
the whole story wasmuch talked about.

66All who heard it kept it inmind, asking one another – ‘What can this child be destined
to become?’ For the Power of the Lord was with him.

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and, speaking under
inspiration, said:
68 ‘Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel,

who has visited his people and wrought their deliverance,
69and has raised up for us the strength of our salvation

in the house of his servant David –
70as he promised by the lips of his holy prophets of old –

71 salvation from our enemies and from the hands of all who hate us,
72 showingmercy to our ancestors,

andmindful of his sacred covenant.
73This was the oath which he swore to our ancestor Abraham –

74 that we should be rescued from the hands of our enemies,
75and should serve himwithout fear in holiness and righteousness,

in his presence all our days.
76And you, child, will be called prophet of the Most High,

for you will go before the Lord to make ready his way,
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation

through the forgiveness of their sins,
78 through the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the dawnwill break on us from heaven,
79 to give light to those who live in darkness and the shadow of death,

and guide our feet into the way of peace.’
80The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he lived in thewilds until the time came
for his appearance before Israel.

2
1About that time an edict was issued by the Emperor Augustus that a census should be

taken of the whole Empire.
2 (This was the first census taken while Quirinius was Governor of Syria).
3And everyone went to his own town to be registered.
4Among others Joseph went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem, the

town of David, in Judea – because he belonged to the family and house of David –
5 to be registered withMary, his engaged wife, who was about to become amother.
6While they were there her time came,
7and she gave birth to her first child, a son. And because there was no room for them in

the inn, she swathed him round and laid him in amanger.
8 In that same countryside were shepherds out in the open fields, watching their flocks

that night,
9when an angel of the Lord suddenly stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone

around them; and they were seized with fear.
10 ‘Have no fear,’ the angel said. ‘For I bring you good news of a great joy in store for all

the nation.
11This day there has been born to you, in the town of David, a Saviour, who is Christ and

Lord.
12 And this will be the sign for you. You will find the infant swathed, and lying in a

manger.’
13 Then suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly Host,

praising God, and singing –
14 ‘glory to God on high,

and on earth peace among those in whom he finds pleasure.’
15Now, when the angels had left them and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let us go at once to Bethlehem, and see this thing that has happened, ofwhich the
Lord has told us.’
16 So they went quickly, and foundMary and Joseph, and the infant lying in amanger;
17and, when they saw it, they told of all that had been said to them about this child.
18All who heard the shepherds were astonished at their story,
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19while Mary treasured in her heart all that they said, and thought about it often.
20And the shepherds went back, giving glory and praise to God for all that they had heard
and seen. It had all happened as they had been told.

21Eight days after the birth of the child, when it was time to circumcise him, he received
the name Jesus – the name given him by the angel before his conception.

22When the period of purification of mother and child, required by the Law of Moses,
came to an end, his parents took the child up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord,

23 in compliance with the Law of the Lord that every firstbornmale will be dedicated to
the Lord,

24 and also to offer the sacrifice required by the Law of the Lord – a pair of turtle-doves
or two young pigeons.

25 There was at that time in Jerusalem a man named Simeon, a righteous and devout
man, who lived in constant expectation of Israel’s consulation, and under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit.

26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not die until he had seen
the Lord’s Christ.

27 Moved by the Spirit, Simeon came into the Temple Courts, and, when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for himwhat was customary under the Law,

28 Simeon himself took the child in his arms, and blessed God, and said:
29 ‘Now, Lord, you will let your servant go,

according to your word, in peace,
30 for my eyes have seen the salvation

31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations –
32a light to bring light to the Gentiles,

and to be the glory of your people Israel.’
33While the child’s father andmother were wondering at what was said about him,
34 Simeon gave them his blessing, and said to Mary, the child’s mother, ‘This child is

appointed tobe the causeof the fall and rise ofmany in Israel, and tobea signmuch spoken
against –

35Yes, the swordwill pierce your own heart – and so the thoughts inmanymindswill be
disclosed.’

36 There was also a prophet named Hannah, a daughter of Phanuel and of the tribe of
Asher. Shewas far advanced in years, having livedwith her husband for seven years after
marriage,

37 and then a widow, until she had reached the age of eighty-four. She never left the
Temple Courts, but, fasting and praying, worshiped God night and day.

38At that moment she came up, and began publicly to thank God and to speak about the
child to all who were looking for the deliverance of Jerusalem.

39When the child’s parents had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.

40The child grew and became strong andwise, and the blessing of God was on him.

41Every year the child’s parents used to go to Jerusalem at the Passover Festival.
42When Jesus was twelve years old, they went according to custom to Jerusalem,
43 and had finished their visit; but, when they started to return, the boy Jesus remained

behind in Jerusalem, without their knowing it.
44Thinking that he was with their fellow travellers, they went one day’s journey before

searching for him among their relatives and acquaintances;
45and then, as they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching everywhere

for him.
46 It was not until the third day that they found him in the Temple Courts, sitting among

the teachers, now listening to them, now asking them questions.
47All who listened to himmarvelled at his intelligence and his answers.
48His parents were amazed when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child,

why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been searching for you in great
distress.’

49 ‘Whatmade you search forme?’ he answered. ‘Didn’t you know that Imust be in
my Father’s house?’

50His parents did not understand what hemeant.
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51Howeverhewentdownwith themtoNazareth, and submittedhimself to their control;
and his mother treasured all that was said in her heart.

52 And Jesus grew in wisdom as he grew in years, and gained the blessing of God and
people.

3
The Preparation

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of the Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, Herod ruler of Galilee, his brother Philip ruler of the territory
comprising Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,

2 and when Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, a command from God came to John,
the son of Zechariah, while he was in the wilderness.

3 And John went through the whole district of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance, for the forgiveness of sins.

4This was in fulfilment of what is said in the writings of the prophet Isaiah –
“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
‘Make ready the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
5Every chasmwill be filled,

everymountain and hill will be levelled.
The winding ways will be straightened,

the rough roads made smooth,
6and everyone will see the salvation of God.’ ”

7And John said to the crowds thatwent tobebaptisedbyhim, ‘Youchildrenof snakes! Who
has prompted you to seek refuge from the coming judgment?
8 Let your lives, then, prove your repentance; and do not begin to say among yourselves
“Abraham is our ancestor,” for I tell you that out of these stones God is able to raise
descendants for Abraham!
9Already, indeed, the axe is lying at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree that fails to
bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.’

10 ‘What are we to do then?’ the people asked.
11 ‘Let anyonewho has two coats,’ answered John, ‘share with the personwho has none;

and anyone who has food do the same.’
12Even tax collectors came to be baptised, and said to John, ‘Teacher, what arewe to do?’
13 ‘Do not collect more than you have authority to demand,’ John answered.
14Andwhen some soldiers on active service asked ‘Andwe –what arewe to do?’ he said,

‘Never use violence, or exact anything by false accusation; and be content with your pay.’
15 Then, while the people were in suspense, and were all debating with themselves

whether John could be the Christ,
16 John, addressing them all, said, ‘I, indeed, baptise youwith water; but there is coming

one more powerful than I, and I am not fit even to unfasten his sandals. He will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

17His winnowing-fan is in his hand so that he may clear his threshing-floor, and store
the grain in his barn, but the chaff he will burn with a fire that cannot be put out.’

18And so withmany different appeals John told his good news to the people.
19But when John rebuked Herod the ruler, for Herodia his brother’s wife, and for all the

evil things that he had done,
20Herod crowned them all by shutting John up in prison.
21Now after the baptism of all the people, and when Jesus had been baptised and was

still praying, the heavens opened,
22 and the Holy Spirit came down on him in the form of a dove, and from the heavens

came a voice – ‘You aremy dearly loved son; you bringme great joy.’
23When beginning his work, Jesus was about thirty years old. He was regarded as the

son of Joseph, whose ancestors were –
Eli,
24Mattith, Levi, Melchiah, Janna, Joseph,
25Mattithiah, Amos, Nahum, Azaliah, Nogah,
26Mattith, Mattithiah, Shimei, Joseph, Josheh,
27 Johanan, Rhesa, Zerubbabel, Salathiel, Neriah,
28Melchiah, Addi, Cosam, Elmodam, Er,
29 Joshua, Eliezer, Joram, Mattith, Levi,
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30 Simeon, Judah, Joseph, Jonam, Eliakim,
31Meleah, Menan, Mattithiah, Nathan, David,
32 Jesse, Obed, Boaz, Salah, Nahshon,
33Aminadab, Arni, Hezron, Perez, Judah,
34 Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, Terah, Nahor,
35 Serug, Reu, Peleg, Eber, Shelah,
36Kenan, Arpachshad, Shem, Noah, Lamech,
37Methuselah, Enoch, Jared, Mahalalel, Kenan,
38Enosh, Seth, son of Adam, and Adam, son of God.

4
1On returning from the Jordan, full of the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led by the power of the

Spirit through the wilderness for forty days, tempted by the devil.
2All that time he ate nothing; and, when it was over, he became hungry.
3 So the devil said to him, ‘If you are God’s Son, tell this stone to become a loaf of bread.’
4And Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says – “It is not on bread alone that a person is

to live.” ’
5And the devil led Jesus up, and showing him in a singlemoment all the kingdoms of the

earth, said to him,
6 ‘I will give you all this power, and the splendour of them; for it has been given into my

hands and I give it to whom I wish.
7 If you worshipme, it will all be yours.’
8And Jesus answeredhim, ‘Scripture says – “Youshouldworship theLordyourGod,

andworship him only.” ’
9 The devil next led him into Jerusalem, and, placing him on the parapet of the Temple,

said, ‘If you are God’s Son throw yourself down from here,
10 for scripture says – “Hewill give his angels commands about you, to guard you safely,”
11And “On their hands theywill lift you up, otherwise youmight strike your foot against

a stone.” ’
12But Jesus answered him, ‘It is said – “Youmust not tempt the Lord your God.” ’
13 When he had tried every kind of temptation, the devil left Jesus, until another

opportunity.
TheWork in Galilee

14Moved by the power of the Spirit, Jesus returned to Galilee. Reports about him spread
through all that region;

15and he began to teach in their synagogues, and was honoured by everyone.

16Coming toNazareth, where he had been brought up, Jesus, aswas his custom,went on
the Sabbath into the synagogue, and stood up to read the scriptures.

17Hewas given the book of the prophet Isaiah; and Jesus opened the book and found the
place where it says –

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is onme,
for he has consecratedme to bring good news to the poor,
he has sentme to proclaimrelease to captives and restoration of sight to the blind,

to set the oppressed at liberty,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

20Then, closing the book and returning it to the attendant, he sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him,
21and Jesus began,
‘This very day this passage has been fulfilled in your hearing.’
22All who were present spoke well of him, and were astonished at the beautiful words

that fell from his lips. ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they asked.
23 ‘Doubtless,’ said Jesus, ‘youwill remindmeof thesaying – “Doctor, cureyourself;”

and youwill say “Do here in your own country all that we have heard that has been
done at Capernaum.”

24 I tell you,’ he continued, ‘that no prophet is acceptable in his own country.
25 There were, doubtless, many widows in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the

heavenswere closed for three years and sixmonths, anda severe famineprevailed
throughout the country;

26 and yet it was not to one of them that Elijah was sent, but to a widow at
Zarephath in Sidonia.



Luke 4:27 263 Luke 5:11

27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, yet it
was not one of themwhowasmade clean, but Naaman the Syrian.’

28All the people in the synagogue, as they listened to this, became enraged.
29 Starting up, they drove Jesus out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on

which their town stood, intending to hurl him down.
30But he passed through themiddle of the crowd andwent on his way.

31 Then Jesus went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee. On the Sabbath he taught the
people.

32They were amazed at his teaching, because his words were spoken with authority.
33 In the synagogue there was a man with the spirit of a foul demon in him, who called

out loudly,
34 ‘Stop! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I

knowwho you are – the Holy One of God!’
35But Jesus rebuked the demon. ‘Be silent! Come out from him,’ he said. The demon

flung the man down in the middle of the people, and then came out from him, without
causing him further harm.

36And theywere all lost in amazement, and kept saying to one another, ‘Whatwords are
these? For he gives his commands to the foul spirits with amarvellous authority, and they
come out.’

37And rumours about Jesus traveled through every place in the region.
38On leaving the synagogue, Jesuswent into Simon’s house. NowSimon’smother-in-law

was suffering from a severe attack of fever, and they asked Jesus to cure her.
39Bending over her, he rebuked the fever; the fever left her, and she immediately got up

and began to take care of them.
40At sunset, all who had friends suffering from various diseases took them to Jesus; and

he placed his hands on everyone of them and cured them.
41And even demons came out from many people, screaming “You are the Son of God.”

Jesus rebuked them, and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was
the Christ.

42At daybreak, Jesus went out and walked to a lonely spot. But crowds of people began
to look for him; and they came to where he was and tried to detain him and prevent his
leaving them.

43 Jesus, however, said to them, ‘I must take the good news of the kingdom of God to
the other towns too, for that was why I was sent.’

44And he continued tomake his proclamation in the synagogues of Judea.

5
1Once, when the peoplewere pressing round Jesus as they listened to God’smessage, he

happened to be standing by the shore of the Lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats close
to the shore.

2The fishermen had gone away from them andwere washing the nets.
3 So, getting into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, Jesus asked him to push off

a little way from the shore, and then sat down and taught the people from the boat.
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Push off into deep water, and

throw out your nets for a haul.’
5 ‘We have been hard at work all night, Sir,’ answered Simon, ‘and have not caught

anything, but, at your bidding, I will throw out the nets.’
6They did so, and enclosed such a great shoal of fish that their nets began to break.
7 So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them; and they

came and filled both the boats so full of fish that they were almost sinking.
8WhenSimonPeter saw this, he threwhimself downat Jesus’knees, exclaiming, ‘Master,

leaveme, for I am a sinful man!’
9For he and allwhowerewith himwere lost in amazement at the haul of fishwhich they

hadmade;
10and so, too, were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, whowere Simon’s partners. ‘Donot

be afraid,’ Jesus said to Simon, ‘from today youwill catch people.’
11And, when they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything, and followed

him.
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12On one occasion Jesus was staying in a town, when he saw a man who was covered
with leprosy. When the leper saw Jesus, he threw himself on his face and implored his
help, ‘Master, if only you are willing, you are able to makeme clean.’

13Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched him, saying as he did so, ‘I amwilling; become
clean.’
Instantly the leprosy left the man;
14 and then Jesus impressed on him that he was not to say a word to anyone, ‘but,’ he

added, ‘set out and show yourself to the priest, and make the offerings for your
cleansing, in themanner directed byMoses, as evidence of your cure.’

15However, the story about Jesus spread all the more, and great crowds came together
to listen to him, and to be cured of their illnesses;

16but Jesus used to withdraw to lonely places and pray.
17Ononeof those days,when Jesuswas teaching, somePharisees andDoctors of the Law

were sitting near by. (They had come from all the villages in Galilee and Judea, and from
Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was on Jesus, so that he could work cures.)

18And there somemenbrought on abed amanwhowasparalysed. They tried to get him
in and lay him before Jesus;

19but, finding noway of getting him in owing to the crowd, theywent up on the roof and
lowered him through the tiles, with his pallet, into themiddle of the people and in front of
Jesus.

20When he saw their faith, Jesus said, ‘Friend, your sins have been forgiven you.’
21The teachers of the Lawand the Pharisees begandebating about this. ‘Who is thisman

who speaks so blasphemously?’ they asked. ‘Who can forgive sins except God?’
22When Jesus became aware of theway inwhich theywere debating, he turned to them

and exclaimed, ‘What are you debating with yourselves?
23Which is the easier? – to say “Your sins have been forgiven you”? Or to say “Get

up, andwalk”?
24But so thatyoumayknowthat theSonofManhaspoweronearth to forgive sins’

– he spoke to the paralysedman – ‘To you I say, Get up, and take up your pallet, and go
to your home.’

25 Instantly the man stood up before their eyes, took up what he had been lying on, and
went to his home, praising God.

26 The people, one and all, were lost in amazement, and praised God; and in great awe
they said, ‘We have seenmarvellous things today!’

27After this, Jesus went out; and he noticed a tax-gatherer, named Levi, sitting in the tax
office, and said to him, ‘Followme.’

28Levi left everything and got up and followed him.
29And Levi gave a great banquet at his house, in honour of Jesus; and a large number of

tax collectors and others were having dinner with them.
30The Pharisees and the teachers of the Law belonging to their party complained of this

to the disciples of Jesus.
31 In answer Jesus said, ‘It is not those who are well who need a doctor, but those

who are ill.
32 I have not come to call the religious, but the outcast, to repent.’
33 ‘John’s disciples,’ they said to Jesus, ‘Often fast and say prayers, and so do the disciples

of the Pharisees, while yours are eating and drinking!’
34But Jesus answered them, ‘Canyoumake thegroom’s friends fastwhile thegroom

is with them?
35But the days will come – a time when the groomwill be taken away from them;

and they will fast then, when those days come.’
36 Then, as an illustration, Jesus said to them, ‘No one ever tears a piece from a new

garment and puts it on an old one; for, if they do, they will not only tear the new
garment, but the piece from the new onewill notmatch the old.

37And no one puts newwine into old wine-skins; for, if they do, the newwine will
burst the skins, and the wine itself will run out, and the skins be lost.

38But newwinemust be put into fresh skins.
39 No one after drinking old wine wishes for new. “No,” they say, “the old is

excellent.” ’
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6
1One Sabbath Jesus was walking through cornfields, and his disciples were picking the

ears of wheat, and rubbing them in their hands, and eating them.
2 ‘Why are you doing what it is not allowable to do on the Sabbath?’ asked some of the

Pharisees.
3 Jesus’ answerwas, ‘Haven’t you readevenofwhatDaviddid,whenhewashungry,

he and his companions –
4That he went into the house of God, and took the consecrated bread and ate it,

and gave some to his companions, though only the priests are allowed to eat it?’
5Then Jesus added, ‘The Son ofMan is lord even of the Sabbath.’
6On another Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and taught; and there was a man

there whose right handwas withered.
7The teachersof theLawand thePhariseeswatched Jesus closely, to see if hewouldwork

cures on the Sabbath, so that theymight find a charge to bring against him.
8 Jesus, however, knew what was in their minds, and said to the man whose hand was

withered, ‘Stand up and come out into themiddle.’ Theman stood up,
9 and Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, is it allowable to do good on the Sabbath – or

harm? To save a life, or let it perish?’
10 Then, looking round at them all, he said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ The

man did so; and his hand had become sound.
11 But the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees were mad with rage, and consulted

together what they could do to Jesus.
12Now about that time, Jesus went out, up the hill, to pray, and spent the whole night in

prayer to God.
13When day came, he summoned his disciples, and chose twelve of them, whomhe also

named “apostles.”
14 They were Simon (whom Jesus also named Peter), and his brother Andrew, James,

John, Philip, Bartholomew,
15Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon known as the Zealot,
16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who proved a traitor.
17 Afterwards Jesus came down the hill with them and took his stand on a level place.

With himwere a large crowd of his disciples, and great numbers of people from thewhole
of Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast district of Tyre and Sidon,

18whohad come to hear himand to be restored to health. Those, too, whowere troubled
with foul spirits were cured;

19 and everyone in the crowd was trying to touch him, because a power went out from
himwhich restored them all.

20Then, raising his eyes and looking at his disciples, Jesus said:
‘Blessed are youwho are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
21Blessed are youwho hunger now, for youwill be satisfied.
Blessed are youwhoweep now, for youwill laugh.
22Blessed are youwhen people hate you,

andwhen they expel you from among them,
and insult you,
and reject your name as an evil thing –

because of the Son ofMan.
23 Then indeed you may be glad and dance for joy, for be sure that your reward in

heavenwill be great; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
24But
alas for youwho are rich,

for you have had your comforts in full.
25Alas for youwho are sated now,

for youwill hunger.
Alas for youwho laugh now,

for youwill mourn andweep.
26Alas for youwhen everyone speaks well of you;

for this is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.
27But to you who hear I say – love your enemies, show kindness to those who hate

you,
28bless those who curse you, pray for those who insult you.
29Whensomeonegivesoneof youablowon thecheek, offer theother cheekaswell;
and, when anyone takes away your cloak, do not keep back your coat either.
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30Give to everyonewho asks of you; and, when anyone takes awaywhat is yours, do
not demand its return.
31Do to others as youwish them to do to you.
32 If you love only those who love you, what thanks will be due to you? Why, even

the outcast love those who love them!
33 For, if you show kindness only to those who show kindness to you, what thanks
will be due to you? Even the outcast do that!
34 If you lend only to those from whom you expect to get something, what thanks
will be due to you? Even the outcast lend to the outcast in the hope of getting as
much in return!
35 But love your enemies, and show them kindness, and lend to them, never
despairing. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High,
for he is kind to the thankless and the bad.
36Learn to bemerciful – even as your Father ismerciful.
37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and youwill be forgiven.
38Give, andotherswill give to you. A generousmeasure, pressed and shakendown,
and running over, will they pour into your lap; for the standard you use will be the
standard used for you.’
39Then, speaking inparables, Jesus said, ‘Canoneblindperson guide another? Will
they not both fall into a ditch?
40A student is not above their teacher; yet every finished student will be like their
teacher.
41And why do you look at the speck of sawdust in someone’s eye, while you pay no
attention at all to the plank of wood in your own?
42How can you say to your friend “Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,”
while you yourself donot see theplank in your own? Hypocrite! Take out the plank
from your own eye first, and then you will see clearly how to take out the speck in
your friend’s.
43 There is no such thing as a good tree bearing worthless fruit, or, on the other
hand, a worthless tree bearing good fruit.
44 For every tree is known by its own fruit. People do not gather figs off thorn
bushes, nor pick a bunch of grapes off a bramble.
45Agoodperson, from the good stores of their heart, brings outwhat is good; while
abadperson, fromtheirbadstores, bringsoutwhat isbad. Forwhatfills someone’s
heart will rise to their lips.
46Why do you call me “Master! Master!” and yet fail to do what I tell you?
47Everyone who comes tome and listens to my teaching and acts on it – I will show
you to whom theymay be compared.
48Theymaybecompared toapersonbuildingahouse,whodug, andwentdeep, and
laid the foundation on the rock. Then, when a flood came, the river swept down on
that house, but had no power to shake it, because it had been built well.
49 But those who have listened and not acted on what they have heard may be
compared to a person who built a house on the ground without any foundation.
The river swept down on it, and the house immediately collapsed; and great was
the crash that followed.’

7
1When Jesus had finished all he had to say to the people, he entered Capernaum.
2A centurion in the Roman army had a slavewhomhe valued, andwhowas seriously ill

– almost at the point of death.
3And, hearing about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, with the request that he

would come and save his slave’s life.
4When they found Jesus, they earnestly implored him to help. ‘He deserves this favour

from you.’ they said,
5 ‘He is devoted to our people, and even built our synagogue for us.’
6 So Jesus went with them. But, when he was no great distance from the house, the

centurion sent some friends with the message – ‘Do not trouble yourself, Sir; for I am
unworthy to receive you undermy roof.

7 That was why I did not even venture to come to you myself; but speak, and let my
manservant be cured.
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8 For I myself am a man under the orders of others, with soldiers under me; and if I say
to one of them “Go,” he goes, and to another “Come,” he comes, and to my slave “Do this,”
he does it.’

9 Jesus was surprised to hear these words from him; and, turning to the crowd which
was following him, he said, ‘I tell you, nowhere in Israel have Imet with such faith as
this!’

10And, when themessengers returned to the house, they found the slave recovered.
11 Shortly after, Jesus went to a town called Nain, his disciples and a great crowd going

with him.
12 Just as he approached the gate of the town, there was a dead man being carried out

for burial – an only son, and his mother was a widow. A large number of the people of the
townwere with her.

13When he saw her, the Master was moved with compassion for her, and he said to her,
‘Do not weep.’

14Thenhewent up and touched the bier, and the bearers stopped; and Jesus said, ‘Young
man, I am speaking to you – Rise!’

15The deadman sat up and began to talk, and Jesus restored him to his mother.
16Everyonewas awe-struck and began praising God. ‘A great prophet has arisen among

us,’ they said. ‘God has visited his people.’
17And this story about Jesus spread all through Judea, and in theneighbouring countries

as well.

18All these events were reported to John by his disciples.
19Sohesummoned twoof them, andsent themto theMaster toask – ‘Areyou “the coming

one,” or are we to look for someone else?’
20When thesemen found Jesus, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask –Are

you “the coming one,” or are we to look for somebody else?’
21 At that very time Jesus had cured many people of diseases, afflictions, and wicked

spirits, and had givenmany blind people their sight.
22So his answer to the questionwas, ‘Goandreport to Johnwhat youhavewitnessed

andheard – the blind recover their sight, the lamewalk, the lepers aremade clean,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, the good news is told to the poor.

23And blessed is the personwho finds no hindrance inme.’
24When John’s messengers had left, Jesus, speaking to the crowds, began to say with

reference to John,
25 ‘What did you go out into thewilderness to look at? A reedwaving in thewind?

If not, what did you go out to see? Aman dressed in rich clothing? Why, those who
are accustomed to fine clothes and luxury live in royal palaces.

26What then did you go to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and far more than a
prophet.

27This is theman of whom scripture says –
“I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,

and hewill prepare your way before you.”
28There is, I tell you, no one born of a womanwho is greater than John; and yet the
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.’

29 (All the people, when they heard this, and even the tax collectors, having accepted
John’s baptism, acknowledged the justice of God.

30 But the Pharisees and the students of the Law, having rejected John’s baptism,
frustrated God’s purpose in regard to them.)

31 ‘To what then,’ Jesus continued, ‘should I compare the people of the present
generation? What are they like?

32Theyare like some little childrenwhoare sitting in themarketplaceandcalling
out to one another – “Wehaveplayed theflute for you, but youhavenot danced;We
have wailed, but you have not wept!”

33For now that John the Baptist has come, not eating bread or drinkingwine, you
are saying “He has a demon in him”;

34 and now that the Son of Man has come, eating and drinking, you are saying
“Here is a glutton and awine-drinker, a friend of tax collectors and outcasts.”

35And yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.’
36One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to dine with him, so Jesus went to his house and took

his place at the table.
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37 Just thenawoman,whowasanoutcast in the town, havingheard that Jesuswas eating
in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of perfume,

38 and placed herself behind Jesus, near his feet, weeping. Then she began to make his
feet wet with her tears, and she dried them with the hair of her head, repeatedly kissing
his feet and anointing themwith the perfume.

39When the Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw this, he said to himself, ‘Had this man
been “the prophet,” he would have known who, and what sort of woman, this is who is
touching him, and that she is an outcast.’

40But, addressing him, Jesus said, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’
‘Pray do so, teacher,’ Simon answered; and Jesus began,
41 ‘There were two people who were in debt to a moneylender; one owed five

hundred silver coins, and the other fifty.
42As theywereunable to pay, he forgave themboth. Whichof them, do you think,

will love him themore?’
43 ‘I suppose,’ answered Simon, ‘it will be theman to whom he forgave the greater debt.’
‘You are right,’ said Jesus,
44 and then, turning to the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I came

into your house – you gave me no water for my feet, but she has made my feet wet
with her tears and dried themwith her hair.

45Youdidnotgivemeonekiss, but she, fromthemoment I came in, hasnot ceased
to kissmy feet.

46 You did not anoint even my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with
perfume.

47 So I tell you, her great love shows that her sins, many as they are, have been
pardoned. Onewho is pardoned little loves little.’

48Then he said to the woman, ‘Your sins have been pardoned.’
49Theother guests began to say to oneanother, ‘Who is thismanwhoevenpardons sins?’
50But Jesus said to the woman, ‘Your faith has delivered you; go, and peace be with

you.’

8
1Shortly afterwards, Jesus went on a journey through the towns and villages, proclaim-

ing the good news of the kingdom of God. With himwent the Twelve,
2 as well as some women who had been cured of wicked spirits and of infirmities. They

wereMary, known asMary of Magdala (fromwhom seven demons had been expelled),
3and Joanna (the wife of Herod’s steward, Chuza), and Susannah, andmany others – all

of whom provided for Jesus and his apostles out of their own resources.
4Once,whenagreat crowdwas collecting, and,when thepeopleof townafter townwere

flocking to Jesus, he spoke to them in the form of a parable,
5 ‘The sowerwent out to sow his seed; and, as hewas sowing, some of the seed fell

along the path andwas trodden on; and the wild birds ate it up.
6 Other seed fell on rock, and, as soon as it began to grow, because it had no

moisture, it withered away.
7Other seed fell in themiddle of brambles, but the brambles grew upwith it and

choked it entirely.
8Other seed fell into rich soil, and grew, and gave a hundredfold return.’ After

saying this, Jesus cried aloud, ‘Let those who have ears to hear with hear.’
9His disciples asked Jesus themeaning of this parable.
10 ‘To you,’ he said, ‘the knowledge of the hidden truths of the kingdom of God has

been imparted, but to others in parables only, so that though they have eyes they
may not see, and though they have ears, theymay not understand.

11This is the parable – The seed is God’smessage.
12Bytheseedwhich fell along thepatharemeant thosewhohear themessage; but

then comes the devil and carries away the message from their minds, to prevent
their believing it and being saved.

13By the seedwhich fell on the rockaremeant thosewho, as soonas theyhear the
message, welcome it joyfully; but they have no root, and believe it only for a time,
and, when the time of temptation comes, they draw back.

14By that which fell among the brambles aremeant those who hear themessage,
but who, as they go on their way, are completely choked by this world’s cares and
wealth and pleasures, and bring nothing to perfection.
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15But by that in the good groundaremeant thosewho, havingheard themessage,
keep it in the good, rich soil of their hearts, and patiently yield a return.

16 ‘Noone sets light to a lamp and then covers it with a bowl or puts it underneath
a couch, but they put it on a lamp-stand, so that anyone who comes in may see the
light.

17Nothing is hidden which will not be brought into the light of day, not ever kept
hiddenwhich will not some day become known and come into the light of day.

18Take care, then, how you listen. For, to all those who have, more will be given;
while, from all those who have nothing, even what they seem to have will be taken
away.’

19 Presently Jesus’ mother and brothers came where he was, but they were not able to
join him because of the crowd.

20 So word was brought to him – “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside,
wanting to see you.”

21 His reply, spoken to them all, was, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who
listen to God’s teaching and dowhat it says.’

22One day about that time, Jesus got into a boat with his disciples and said to them, ‘Let
us go across the lake.’

23 So they put off. While they were sailing, Jesus fell asleep. A squall swept down on the
lake, and their boat was filling and they were in danger.

24So the disciples came and roused him. ‘Sir, Sir,’ they cried, ‘we are lost!’ Jesus rose and
rebuked the wind and the rushing waves, and they fell, and a calm followed.

25 ‘Where is your faith?’ he exclaimed. But in great awe and amazement they said to
one another, ‘Who can this be, who commands even the winds and the waves, and they
obey him?’

26They reached the region of the Gerasenes, which is on the opposite side to Galilee,
27 and, on getting ashore, Jesus met a man, who had demons in him, coming out of the

town. For a long time this man had worn no clothing, and he had not lived in a house, but
in the tombs.

28Catching sight of Jesus, he shrieked out and threw himself down before him, and in a
loud voice exclaimed, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg
you not to torment me.’

29For Jesus was commanding the foul spirit to come out of theman. Onmany occasions
it had seized him, and, evenwhen securedwith chains and fetters, andwatched, hewould
break through anything that bound him, and be driven by the demon into the wilds.

30 ‘What is your name?’ Jesus asked.
‘Legion,’ he answered (for many demons had taken possession of him);
31and the demons begged Jesus not to order them away into the bottomless pit.
32Therewasaherdofmanypigs closeby feedingon thehill-side; and thedemonsbegged

Jesus to give them leave to enter into them. Jesus gave them leave.
33 They came out from the man and took possession of the pigs; and the herd rushed

down the steep slope into the lake andwere drowned.
34When themenwho tended them sawwhat had happened, they ran away, and carried

the news to the town, and to the country round.
35 The people went out to see what had happened, and, when they came to Jesus, they

found theman fromwhom the demons had gone out, sitting, clothed and in his rightmind,
at Jesus’ feet; and they were awe-struck.

36Those who had seen it told them how the possessedman had been delivered.
37Then all the people in the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, for they

were terrified. Jesus got into a boat and returned.
38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged Jesus to let him be with him;

but Jesus sent him away.
39 ‘Goback to your home,’ he said, ‘and relate the story of all that Godhas done for

you.’ So themanwent through thewhole town and proclaimed, as hewent, all that
Jesus had done for him.

40On his return, Jesus was welcomed by the people; for everyone was looking out for
him.

41 And a man named Jairus, who was a synagogue leader, came to Jesus, and threw
himself at Jesus’ feet, with entreaties that he would come to his house,
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42 because his only daughter, who was about twelve years old, was dying. As Jesus was
going, the people were pressing closely round him.

43And a woman, who had suffered from haemorrhage for twelve years, and whom no
one could cure,

44cameupbehindand touched the tassel of his cloak. Instantly thehaemorrhage ceased.
45 ‘Who touched me?’ Jesus asked; and, while everyone was denying having done so,

Peter exclaimed, ‘Why, Sir, the people are crowding round you and pressing against you!’
46 ‘Somebody touchedme,’ said Jesus, ‘for I felt that power had gone out fromme.’
47 Then the woman, when she saw that she was discovered, came forward trembling,

and threw herself down before him; and, in the presence of all the people, she told him
her reason for touching him, and that she had been cured instantly.

48 ‘Daughter,’ he said, ‘your faith has delivered you. Go, and peace be with you.’
49 Before he had finished speaking, someone came from the house of the synagogue

leader and said, ‘Your daughter is dead! Do not trouble the teacher further.’
50But Jesus, hearing this, spoke to the leader, ‘Do not be afraid; only have faith, and

she will yet be delivered.’
51When he reached the house, he did not allow anyone to go in with him, except Peter,

John, and James, and the child’s father andmother.
52And everyone was weeping andmourning for her.
‘Do not weep,’ Jesus said, ‘she is not dead; she is asleep.’
53They began to laugh at him, for they knew that she was dead.
54But, taking her by the hand, Jesus said in a loud voice, ‘Child, rise!’
55The child’s spirit returned to her, and she instantly stood up; and Jesus ordered them

to give her something to eat.
56 Her parents were amazed, but Jesus impressed on them that they were not to tell

anyone what had happened.

9
1 Jesus called the Twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all demons,

as well as to cure diseases.
2He sent themout as hismessengers, to proclaim thekingdomofGod, and towork cures.
3 ‘Donot,’he said to them, ‘takeanything foryour journey; not evena staff, orabag,

or bread, or any silver, or a change of clothes with you.
4Whatever house you go to stay in, remain there, and leave from that place.
5 If people do not welcome you, as you leave that town, shake even the dust off

your feet, as a protest against them.’
6 Then they set out and went from village to village, telling the good news and curing

people everywhere.
7Herod the ruler heard of all that was happening, and was perplexed, because it was

said by some that Johnmust be risen from the dead.
8 Some again said that Elijah had appeared, and others that one of the old prophets had

risen again.
9But Herod himself said, ‘John I beheaded; but who is this of whom I hear such things?’

And he endeavoured to see him.
10When the apostles returned, they related to Jesus all that they had done. Then Jesus

went privately to a town called Bethsaida, taking the apostles with him.
11But the people recognised himand followedhim in crowds; and Jesuswelcomed them

and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, while he cured those who were in need of
help.

12The day was drawing to a close, when the twelve came up to him, and said, ‘Send the
crowd away, so that they may make their way to the villages and farms round about, and
find themselves lodgings and provisions, for we are in a lonely spot here.’

13But Jesus said, ‘It is for you to give them something to eat.’
‘We have not more than five loaves and two fish,’ they answered. ‘Unless indeed we are

to go and buy food for all these people.’
14 (For the men among them were about five thousand.) ‘Get them seated in compa-

nies,’was his reply, ‘about fifty in each.’
15This they did, and got all the people seated.
16Taking the five loaves and the twofish, Jesus lookedup to heaven and said the blessing

over them. Then he broke them in pieces, and gave them to his disciples to set before the
people.
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17Everyone had sufficient to eat, andwhat was left of the broken pieces was picked up –
twelve baskets.

18 Afterwards, when Jesus was alone, praying, his disciples joined him, and he asked
them this question – ‘Who do the people say that I am?’

19 ‘John the Baptist,’ was their answer. ‘Others, however, say that you are Elijah, while
others say that one of the old prophets has risen again.’

20 ‘But you,’ he went on, ‘who do you say that I am?’ And to this Peter answered, ‘The
Christ of God.’

21 Jesus, however, strictly charged them not to say this to anyone;
22he told them that the Son ofManmust undergomuch suffering, and be rejected by the

elders, and chief priests, and teachers of the Law, and be put to death, and rise on the third
day.

23 And to all present he said, ‘If any one wishes to walk in my steps, they must
renounce self, and take up their cross daily, and followme.

24Forwhoeverwishes to save their lifewill lose it, andwhoever, formysake, loses
his life – that personwill save it.

25What good does it do someone if, when they has gained the whole world, they
has lost or forfeited themselves?

26Whoever is ashamed ofme and ofmy teaching, the Son ofManwill be ashamed
of them, when he comes in his glory and the glory of the father and of the holy
angels.

27 Indeed, I tell you, some who are standing beforeme will not know death, until
they have seen the kingdom of God.’

28 About eight days after speaking these words, Jesus went up the mountain to pray,
taking with him Peter, John, and James.

29 As he was praying, the aspect of his face was changed, and his clothing became a
dazzling white.

30And all at once twomenwere talking with Jesus; they wereMoses and Elijah,
31who appeared in a glorified state, and spoke of his departure, which was destined to

take place at Jerusalem.
32 Peter and his companions had been overpowered by sleep but, suddenly becoming

wide awake, they saw Jesus glorified and the twomenwhowere standing beside him.
33And, asMoses andElijahwere passing away from Jesus, Peter exclaimed, ‘Sir, it is good

to be here; let us make three tents, one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He
did not knowwhat he was saying;

34 and, while he was speaking, a cloud came down and enveloped them; and they were
afraid, as they passed into the cloud;

35and from the cloud came a voicewhich said – ‘This ismy Son, the ChosenOne; himyou
must hear.’

36And, as the voice ceased, Jesus was found alone. The apostles kept silence, and told no
one about any of the things that they had seen.

37The next day, when they had come down from themountain, a great crowdmet Jesus.
38And just then aman in the crowd shouted out, ‘Teacher, I entreat you to look atmy son,

for he is my only child;
39all at once a spirit will seize him, suddenly shriek out, and throwhim into convulsions

until he foams, and will leave him only when he is utterly exhausted.
40 I entreated your disciples to drive the spirit out, but they could not.’
41 ‘Faithless and perverse generation!’ Jesus exclaimed, ‘How long must I be with

you and have patience with you? Lead your son here.’
42While the boy was coming up to Jesus, the demon dashed him down and threw him

into convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the foul spirit, and cured the boy, and gave him back
to his father.

43And all present were struck with awe at themajesty of God.
In the midst of the general astonishment at all that Jesus was doing, he said to his

disciples,
44 ‘Listen carefully tomywords. For theSonofMan is destined tobebetrayed into

the hands of his fellowmen.’
45But the disciples did not understand the meaning of this; it had been concealed from

them so that they did not see it, and theywere afraid to question him as to what hemeant.
46A discussion arose among the disciples as to which of themwas the greatest;
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47and Jesus, knowing of the discussion that was occupying their thoughts, took hold of a
little child, and placed it beside him,

48and then said to them, ‘Anyonewho, for the sake ofmyname,welcomes even this
little child is welcoming me; and anyone who welcomes me is welcoming him who
sentmeas hismessenger. Forwhoever is least among you all – that person is great.’

49 John said, ‘Sir, we saw aman driving out demons by using your name, and we tried to
prevent him, because he does not follow youwith us.’

50 ‘None of youmust prevent him,’ Jesus said to John, ‘whoever is not against you is
for you.’

The Journey to Jerusalem
51As the days before his being taken up to heaven were growing few, Jesus set his face

resolutely in the direction of Jerusalem; and he sent onmessengers in advance.
52On their way, they went into a Samaritan village to make preparations for him,
53but the people there did not welcome him, because his face was set in the direction of

Jerusalem.
54When Jamesand John saw this, they said, ‘Master, doyouwishus to call forfire to come

down from the heavens and consume them?’
55But Jesus turned and rebuked them.
56And theymade their way to another village.

57And,while theywere on theirway, aman said to Jesus, ‘Iwill followyouwherever you
go.’

58 ‘Foxes have holes,’ he replied, ‘andwild birds their nests, but the Son ofManhas
nowhere to lay his head.’

59To another man Jesus said, ‘Followme.’
‘Let me first go and burymy father,’ said theman.
60But Jesus said, ‘Leave the dead to bury their dead; but go yourself and carry far

andwide the news of the kingdom of God.’
61 ‘Master,’ said another, ‘I will follow you; but first let me say goodbye to my family.’
62 But Jesus answered, ‘No one who looks back, after putting their hand to the

plough, is fitted for the kingdom of God.’

10
1 After this, the Master appointed seventy-two other disciples, and sent them on as

his messengers, two and two, in advance, to every town and place that he was himself
intending to visit.

2 ‘The harvest,’ he said, ‘is abundant, but the labourers are few. Therefore pray to
the owner of the harvest to send labourers to gather in his harvest.

3Now, go. Remember, I am sending you out as my messengers like lambs among
wolves.

4Donot takeapursewithyou, orabag, or sandals; anddonot stop togreetanyone
on your journey.

5Whatever house you go to stay at, begin by praying for a blessing on it.
6Then, if anyone there is deserving of a blessing, your blessing will rest on him;

but if not, it will come back on yourselves.
7Remain at that same house, and eat and drink whatever they offer you; for the

worker is worth their wages. Do not keep changing from one house to another.
8Whatever town you visit, if the people welcome you, eat what is set before you;
9 cure the sick there, and tell people that the kingdom of God is close at hand.
10But,whatever townyougo to visit, if thepeopledonotwelcomeyou, go out into

its streets and say
11 “Wewipe off the dust of your townwhich has clung toOur feet; still, be assured

that the kingdom of God is close at Hand.”
12 I tell you that the doom of Sodom will be more bearable on that day than the

doom of that town.
13Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For, if themiracleswhich have

beendone in youhadbeendone inTyre andSidon, theywouldhave sat in sackcloth
and ashes and repented long ago.

14 Yet the doom of Tyre and Sidon will be more bearable at the judgment than
yours.
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15Andyou,Capernaum! Willyouexaltyourself toheaven? Youwillbeflungdown
to Hades.

16 Anyone who listens to you is listening to me, and anyone who rejects you is
rejecting me; while the person who rejects me is rejecting him who sent me as his
messenger.’

17When the seventy-two returned, they exclaimed joyfully, ‘Master, even the demons
submit to us whenwe use your name.’

18 And Jesus replied, ‘I have had visions of Satan, fallen, like lightning from the
heavens.

19Remember, I have givenyou thepower to trampleon snakesand scorpions, and
tomeet all the strength of the Enemy. Nothing will ever harm you in anyway.

20Yet donot rejoice in the fact that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your
names have been enrolled in heaven.’

21At that same time, moved to exultation by the Holy Spirit, Jesus said:
‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that, though you have hidden these

things from the wise and learned, you have revealed them to the childlike!
Yes, Father, I thank you that this has seemed good to you.

22Everything has been committed to me bymy Father; nor does anyone know who
the Son is, except the Father, or who the Father is, except the Son and those
to whom the Sonmay choose to reveal him.’

23 Then, turning to his disciples, Jesus said to them alone, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see
what you are seeing;
24 for, I tell you, many prophets and kings wished for the sight of the things which
you are seeing, yet never heard them.’

25 Just then a student of the Law came forward to test Jesus further. ‘Teacher,’ he said,
‘what must I do if I am to gain eternal life?’

26 ‘What is said in the Law?’ answered Jesus. ‘What do you read there?’
27His reply was –

‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your strength, and with all yourmind; and your neighbour as you love yourself.’

28 ‘You have answered right,’ said Jesus, ‘Do that, and youwill live.’
29But theman, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘Andwho is my neighbour?’

30 To which Jesus replied, ‘A man was once going down from Jerusalem to Jericho
when he fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him of everything, and beat
him, andwent away leaving him half dead.

31As it chanced, apriestwas goingdownby that road. He saw theman, but passed
by on the opposite side.

32A Levite, too, did the same; he came up to the spot, but, when he saw the man,
passed by on the opposite side.

33ButaSamaritan, traveling thatway, cameupon theman, and,whenhesawhim,
he wasmovedwith compassion.

34Hewent to himand bounduphiswounds, dressing themwith oil andwine, and
then put him on his ownmule, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35Thenextdayhe tookout two silver coins andgave themto the innkeeper. “Take
care of him,”he said, “andwhatevermore youmay spend Iwillmyself repay youon
myway back.”

36Now which, do you think, of these three men,’ asked Jesus, ‘proved himself a
neighbour to themanwho fell into the robbers’ hands?’

37 ‘The one that took pity on him,’ was the answer; at which Jesus said, ‘Go and do the
same yourself.’

38 As they continued their journey, Jesus came to a village, where a woman named
Martha welcomed him to her house.

39She had a sister calledMary, who seated herself at theMaster’s feet, and listened to his
teaching;

40butMarthawasdistractedby themanypreparations that shewasmaking. So shewent
up to Jesusandsaid, ‘Master, doyouapproveofmysister’s leavingme tomakepreparations
alone? Tell her to help me.’

41 ‘Martha,Martha,’ replied theMaster, ‘youareanxiousandtroubleyourselfabout
many things;
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42but only a fewarenecessary, or rather one. Maryhas chosen the goodpart, and
it will not be taken away fromher.’

11
1 One day Jesus was at a certain place praying, and, when he had finished, one of his

disciples said to him, ‘Master, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’
2 ‘When you pray,’ Jesus answered, ‘say –

“Father,
may your name be held holy,
your kingdom come.

3Give us each day the bread that wewill need;
4and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone whowrongs us;
and take us not into temptation.” ’
5 Jesus also said to them, ‘Suppose that one of you who has a friend were to go to him
in themiddle of the night and say “Friend, lendme three loaves,
6 for a friend ofmine has arrived atmy house after a journey, and I have nothing to
offer him;”
7 And suppose that the other should answer from inside “Do not trouble me; the
door is already fastened, andmy children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give
you anything”;
8 I tell you that, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is
a friend, yet because of his persistence he will rouse himself and give himwhat he
wants.

9 ‘And so I say to you – Ask, and your prayer will be granted, search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.

10 For the person who asks receives, everyone who searches finds, and to the
personwho knocks the door will be opened.

11What father among you, if his son asks him for a fish, will give him a snake
instead,

12or, if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
13 If you, then, naturally wicked though you are, know how to give good gifts to

your children, how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!’

14 Once Jesus was driving out a mute demon, and, when the demon had gone out, the
muteman spoke. The people were amazed at this;

15but some of them said, ‘He drives out demons by the help of Beelzebul, the chief of the
demons’;

16while others, to test him, asked him for some sign from the heavens.
17 Jesus himself, however, was aware ofwhat theywere thinking, and said to them, ‘Any

kingdom wholly divided against itself becomes a desolation; and a divided house
falls.

18 So, too, if Satan is wholly divided against himself, how can his kingdom last?
Yet you say that I drive out demons by the help of Beelzebul.

19But, if it is by Beelzebul’s help that I drive out demons, by whose help is it that
your own sons drive them out? Therefore they will themselves be your judges.

20But, if it is by the hand of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdomofGod
must already be upon you.

21When a strong man is keeping guard, fully armed, over his own mansion, his
property is in safety;

22but, when one still stronger has attacked and overpowered him, he takes away
all the weapons onwhich the other had relied, and divides his spoil.

23Whoever is not with me is against me, and the person who does not help me to
gather is scattering.

24Nosoonerdoesa foul spirit leave someone, than itpasses throughplaceswhere
there is no water, in search of rest; and finding none, it says “I will go back to the
homewhich I left”;

25but, on coming there, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order.
26Then it goes and brings with it seven other spiritsmorewicked than itself, and

they go in, and make their home there; and the last state of that person proves to
be worse than the first.’
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27As Jesus was saying this, a woman in the crowd, raising her voice, exclaimed, ‘Happy
was themother who bore you and nursed you!’

28But Jesus replied, ‘Rather, happy are those who listen to God’smessage and keep
it.’

29 As the crowds increased, Jesus began to speak, ‘This generation is a wicked
generation. It demands a sign, but no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah.

30For, as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be
to this generation.

31 At the judgment the Queen of the South will rise up with the people of this
generation, and will condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth
to listen to the wisdom of Solomon; and here ismore than a Solomon!

32At the judgment themenofNinevehwill standupwith this generation, andwill
condemn it, because they repented at Jonah’s proclamation; and here ismore than
a Jonah!

33Noone lights a lamp, and thenputs it in the cellar orunderabasket, butheputs
it on the lamp-stand, so that anyonewho comes inmay see the light.

34The lampof thebody is youreye. Whenyoureye isunclouded, yourwholebody,
also, is lit up; but, as soon as your eye is diseased, your body, also, is darkened.

35Take care, therefore, that the inner light is not darkness.
36 If, then, your whole body is lit up, and no corner of it darkened, the whole will

be lit up, just as when a lamp gives you light by its brilliance.’

37As Jesusfinished speaking, a Pharisee askedhim tobreakfastwithhim, and Jesuswent
in and took his place at the table.

38The Pharisee noticed, to his astonishment, that Jesus omitted the ceremonial washing
before breakfast.

39 But the Master said to him, ‘You Pharisees do, it is true, clean the outside of the
cupandof theplate, but insideyouyourselvesarefilledwithgreedandwickedness.

40Fools! Did not themaker of the outsidemake the inside too?
41Only give awaywhat is in them in charity, andat once youhave thewhole clean.
42But alas for you Pharisees! You pay tithes onmint, rue, and herbs of all kinds,

andpass over justice and love toGod. These last youought tohaveput intopractice
without neglecting the first.

43Alas for you Pharisees! You delight to have the front seat in the synagogues,
and to be greeted in themarkets with respect.

44Alas for you! Youare likeunsuspectedgraves, overwhichmenwalkunawares.’
45Here one of the students of the Law interrupted himby saying, ‘Teacher, when you say

this, you are insulting us also.’
46 But Jesus went on, ‘Alas for you, too, you students of the Law! You load people

with loads that are too heavy to carry, but do not, yourselves, touch themwith one
of your fingers.

47Alas for you! You build the monuments of the prophets whom your ancestors
killed.

48 You are actually witnesses to your ancestors’ acts and show your approval of
them, because, while they killed the prophets, you build tombs for them.

49That iswhy thewisdomofGod said – “I will send to themprophets and apostles,
50 some of whom they will persecute and kill, in order that the blood of all the

prophets that has been spilt since the creation of the world may be exacted from
this generation –

51 from the blood of Abel down to the blood of Zechariah, whowas slain between
the altar and the house of God.” Yes, I tell you, it will be exacted from this
generation.

52Alas for you students of the Law! You have taken away the key of the door of
knowledge. You have not gone in yourselves and you have hindered those who try
to go in.’

53When Jesus left the house, the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees began to press
him hard and question him closely onmany subjects,

54 laying traps for him, so as to seize on anything that hemight say.
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12
1Meanwhile the people had gathered in thousands, so that they trod on one another,

when Jesus, addressing himself to his disciples, began by saying to them, ‘Be on your
guard against the leaven – that is, the hypocrisy – of the Pharisees.

2 There is nothing, however covered up, which will not be uncovered, nor
anything kept secret which will not become known.

3So all that youhave said in thedarkwill beheard in the light, andwhat youhave
spoken in the ear, within closed doors, will be proclaimed on the housetops.

4To you who aremy friends I say, Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, but
after that can do nomore.

5 Iwill showyouofwhomyou should be afraid. Be afraid of himwho, after killing
you, has the power to fling you into Gehenna. Yes, I say, be afraid of him.

6Arenotfivesparrowssold for twocoppercoins? Yetnotoneof themhasescaped
God’s notice.

7No, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not be afraid; you are of
more value thanmany sparrows.

8 Everyone, I tell you, who publicly acknowledges me, the Son of Man, also, will
acknowledge before God’s angels;

9 but the person who publicly disowns me will be altogether disowned before
God’s angels.

10Everyonewhowill say anything against the Son ofManwill be forgiven, but for
the personwho slanders the Holy Spirit there will be no forgiveness.

11 Whenever they take you before the synagogue Courts or the magistrates or
other authorities, do not be anxious as to how you will defend yourselves, or what
your defence will be, or what youwill say;

12 for the Holy Spirit will show you at themoment what you ought to say.’
13 ‘Teacher,’ aman in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘tell my brother to share the property with

me.’
14But Jesus said to him, ‘Man, whomademe a judge or an arbiter between you?’
15 And then he added, ‘Take care to keep yourselves free from every form of

covetousness; for even in theheight of their prosperity a person’s true life does not
depend onwhat they have.’

16 Then Jesus told them this parable – ‘There was once a rich man whose land was
very fertile;

17 and he began to ask himself “What will I do, for I have nowhere to store my
crops?

18This iswhat Iwill do,”he said; “I will pull downmybarns and build larger ones,
and store all my grain andmy goods in them;

19 and I will say to myself, Now you have plenty of good things put by for many
years; take your ease, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself.”

20ButGod said to theman “Fool! This very night your life is being demanded; and
as for all you have prepared –whowill have it?”

21So it iswith thosewho laybywealth for themselves andarenot rich to the glory
of God.’

22And Jesus said to his disciples, ‘That is why I say to you, Do not be anxious about
the lifehere –what youcanget to eat; or about yourbody –what youcanget towear.

23For life is more than food, and the body than its clothes.
24Think of the ravens – they neither sow nor reap; they have neither storehouse

nor barn; and yet God feeds them! And how much more precious are you than
birds!

25But which of you, by being anxious, can prolong your life amoment?
26 And, if you cannot do even the smallest thing, why be anxious about other

things?
27Think of the lilies, and how they grow. They neither toil nor spin; yet, I tell you,

even Solomon in all his splendour was not robed like one of these.
28 If, even in thefield,God so clothes the grasswhich is living todayand tomorrow

will be thrown into the oven, howmuchmore will he clothe you, you of little faith!
29And you – do not be always seeking what you can get to eat or what you can get

to drink; and do not waver.
30Theseare the things forwhichall thenationsof theworldare seeking, andyour

Father knows that you need them.
31No, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added for you.
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32So do not be afraid,my little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you
the kingdom.

33 ‘Sell what belongs to you, and give in charity. Make yourselves purses that will
not wear out – an inexhaustible treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near, or
mothworks ruin.

34For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.
35Make yourselves ready, with your lamps alight;
36 and be like servants who are waiting for their Master’s return from his wed-

ding, so that, when he comes and knocks, theymay open the door for him at once.
37Happy are those servants whom, on his return, the Master will find watching.

I tell you that he will make himself ready, and have them take their places at the
table, andwill come and serve them.

38Whether it is late at night, or in the earlymorning that he comes, if he finds all
as it should be, then happy are they.

39This youdoknow, that, had theownerof thehouseknownatwhat time the thief
was coming, he would have been on thewatch, andwould not have let his house be
broken into.

40 You must also prepare, for when you are least expecting him the Son of Man
will come.’

41 ‘Master,’ said Peter, ‘are you telling this parable with reference to us or to everyone?’
42 ‘Who, then,’ replied the Master, ‘is that trustworthy steward, the careful man,

whowill be placed by hismaster over his establishment, to give them their rations
at the proper time?

43Happy will that servant be whom his master, when he comes home, will find
doing this.

44Hismaster, I tell you, will put him in charge of the whole of his property.
45But should that servant say to himself “Mymaster is a long time coming,” and

begin to beat themenservants and themaidservants, and to eat and drink and get
drunk,

46 that servant’s master will come on a day when he does not expect him, and at
an hour ofwhich he is unaware, andwill flog him severely and assign himhis place
among the untrustworthy.

47 The servant who knows his master’s wishes and yet does not prepare and act
accordingly will receivemany lashes;

48while one who does not know his master’s wishes, but acts so as to deserve a
flogging, will receive but few. From everyone to whommuch has been givenmuch
will be expected, and from the man to whom much has been entrusted the more
will be demanded.

49 I came to cast fire on the earth; and what more can I wish, if it is already
kindled?

50There is a baptism that I must undergo, and how great is my distress until it is
over!

51Do you think that I amhere to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but to cause
division.

52For fromthis time, if therearefivepeople inahouse, theywill bedivided, three
against two, and two against three.

53 Father will be opposed to son and son to father, mother to daughter and
daughter to mother, mother-in-law to her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law to
hermother-in-law.’

54And to the people Jesus said, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at
once “There is a storm coming,” and come it does.

55Andwhen you see that thewind is in the south, you say “It will be burning hot,”
and so it proves.

56Hypocrites! Youknowhowto judgeof theearthand the sky; how is it, then, that
you cannot judge of this time?

57Why don’t you yourselves decide what is right?
58When, for instance, you are going with your opponent before a magistrate, on

your way to the court do your best to be quit of him; otherwise he might drag you
before the judge, then the judge will hand you over to the bailiff of the court, and
the bailiff throw you into prison.

59Youwill not, I tell you, come out until you have paid the very last cent.’
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13
1 Just at that time some people had come to tell Jesus about the Galileans, whose blood

Pilate hadmingled with the blood of their sacrifices.
2 ‘Do you suppose,’ replied Jesus, ‘that, because these Galileans have suffered in

this way, they were worse sinners than any other Galileans?
3No, I tell you; but, unless you repent, youwill all perish as they did.
4Or those eighteenmenat Siloamonwhomthe tower fell, killing themall, do you

suppose that they were worse offenders than any other inhabitants of Jerusalem?
5No, I tell you; but, unless you repent, youwill all perish in the samemanner.’
6 And Jesus told them this parable – ‘A man, who had a fig tree growing in his

vineyard, came to look for fruit on it, but could not find any.
7So he said to his gardener “Three years now I have come to look for fruit on this

fig tree, without finding any! Cut it down. Why should it rob the soil?”
8 “Leave it this one year more, Sir,” the man answered, “until I have dug round it

andmanured it.
9Then, if it bears in future, well and good; but if not, you can have it cut down.” ’

10 Jesus was teaching on a Sabbath in one of the synagogues,
11and he saw before him awomanwho for eighteen years had suffered fromweakness

owing to her having an evil spirit in her. She was bent double, and was wholly unable to
raise herself.

12When Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said, ‘Woman, you are released from
your weakness.’

13He placed his hands on her, and she was instantly made straight, and began to praise
God.

14 But the synagogue leader, indignant that Jesus had worked the cure on the Sabbath,
intervened and said to the people, ‘There are six days on which work ought to be done;
come to be cured on one of those, and not on the Sabbath.’

15 ‘Youhypocrites!’ theMaster answered him. ‘Does not everyone of you let your ox
or your donkey loose from itsmanger, and take it out to drink, on the Sabbath?

16But thiswoman, adaughterofAbraham,whohasbeenkept inbondagebySatan
for now eighteen years, ought not she to have been released from her bondage on
the Sabbath?’

17As he said this, his opponents all felt ashamed; but all the people rejoiced to see all the
wonderful things that he was doing.

18 So Jesus said, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what can I liken it?
19 It is like amustard seedwhich aman took and put in his garden. The seed grew

and became a tree, and the wild birds roosted in its branches.’
20And again Jesus said, ‘Towhat can I liken the kingdom of God?
21 It is like some yeast which a woman took and covered in three pecks of flour,

until the whole had risen.’
22 Jesus went through towns and villages, teaching as he went, and making his way

towards Jerusalem.
23 ‘Master,’ someone asked, ‘are there but few in the path of salvation?’ And Jesus

answered,
24 ‘Strive to go in by the narrow door. Many, I tell you, will seek to go in, but they

will not be able,
25whenonce themasterof thehousehas gotupandshut thedoor,while youbegin

to say, as you stand outside and knock, “Sir, open the door for us.” His answer will
be – “I do not knowwhere you come from.”

26Then youwill begin to say “Wehave eaten and drunk in your presence, and you
have taught in our streets,” and his reply will be –

27 “I donot knowwhere you come from. Leavemypresence, all youwhoare living
in wickedness.”

28 There, there will be weeping and grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdomofGod, while you yourselves
are being driven outside.

29Peoplewill come fromEast andWest, and fromNorthandSouth, and take their
places at the banquet in the kingdom of God.

30There are somewho are last nowwhowill then be first, and somewho are first
nowwhowill then be last!’
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31 Just then some Pharisees came up to Jesus and said, ‘Go away and leave this place, for
Herod wants to kill you.’

32But Jesus answered, ‘Go and say to that fox “Look you, I am driving out demons
and will be completing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will have
done.”

33 But today and tomorrow and the day after I must go on my way, because it
cannot be that a prophet shouldmeet his end outside Jerusalem.

34 Jerusalem! Jerusalem! You who slays the prophets and stones the messengers
sent to you – Oh, how often have I wished to gather your children round me, as a
hen takes her brood under her wings, and youwould not come!

35Verily your house is left to you desolate! And never, I tell you, will you see me,
until you say –
“Blessed is Hewho comes in the name of the Lord.” ’

14
1On one occasion, as Jesus was going, on a Sabbath into the house of one of the leading

Pharisees to dine, they were watching him closely.
2There he saw before him amanwhowas suffering from dropsy.
3 ‘Is it allowable,’ said Jesus, addressing the students of the Law and the Pharisees, ‘to

work a cure on the Sabbath, or is it not?’
4They remained silent. Jesus took hold of theman and cured him, and sent him away.
5Andhe said to them, ‘Whichof you,finding that your sonoryouroxhas fallen into

a well, will not immediately pull them out on the Sabbath day?’
6And they could not make any answer to that.
7Observing that the guestswere choosing the best places for themselves, Jesus told them

this parable –
8 ‘When you are invited by anyone to a wedding banquet, do not seat yourself in

the best place. Someone of higher rankmight have been invited by your host;
9and the host who invited you both will come and say to you “Make room for this

person,” and then youwill begin in confusion to take the lowest place.
10No, when you are invited, go and take the lowest place, so that, when the host

who has invited you comes, he may say to you “Friend, come higher up”; and then
youwill be honoured in the eyes of all your fellow guests.

11 For everyone who exalts themselves will be humbled, and everyone who
humbles themselves will be exalted.’

12 Then Jesus went on to say to the man who had invited him, ‘When you give a
breakfast or a dinner, do not ask your friends, or your brothers or sisters, or your
relatives, or rich neighbours, because they might invite you in return, and so you
should be repaid.

13No, when you entertain, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind;
14 and then you will be happy indeed, since they cannot reward you; for you will

be rewarded at the resurrection of the just.’
15One of the guests heard what he said and exclaimed, ‘Happy will be the person who

will eat bread in the kingdom of God!’
16 But Jesus said to him, ‘A man was once giving a great dinner. He invited many

people,
17 and sent his servant, when it was time for the dinner, to say to those who had

been invited “Come, for everything is now ready.”
18Theyallwithoneaccordbegantoask tobeexcused. Thefirst said to theservant

“I have bought afield and amobliged to go and look at it. Imust ask you to consider
me excused.”

19 The next said “I have bought five pairs of bullocks, and I am on my way to try
them. Imust ask you to considerme excused”;

20while thenext said “I amjustmarried, andfor thatreason Iamunable tocome.”
21On his return the servant told his master all these answers. Then in anger the

owner of the house said to his servant “Go out at once into the streets and alleys of
the town, andbring inhere thepoor, and the crippled, and theblind, and the lame.”

22Presently the servant said “Sir, your order has been carried out, and still there
is room.”

23 “Go out,” the master said, “into the roads and hedgerows, and make people
come in, so thatmy housemay be filled;
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24 for I tell you all that not one of those people who were invited will taste my
dinner.” ’

25One day, when great crowds of people were walking with Jesus, he turned and said to
them,

26 ‘Ifanyonecomes tomeanddoesnothate their father, andmother, andwife, and
children, and brothers, and sisters, yes and even their life, he can be no disciple of
mine.

27 Whoever does not carry their own cross, and walk in my steps, can be no
disciple ofmine.

28Why, which of you, when you want to build a tower, does not first sit down and
reckon the cost, to see if you have enough to complete it? –

29Otherwise, if youhave laid the foundationandarenotable tofinish it, everyone
who sees it will laugh at you,

30and say “Here is a personwho began to build andwas not able to finish!”
31Orwhatking,whenhe is settingout tofightanotherking, doesnotfirst sit down

and consider if with ten thousandmenhe is able tomeet onewho is coming against
himwith twenty thousand?

32And if he cannot, then,while the other is still at a distance, he sends envoys and
asks for terms of peace.

33 And so with everyone of you who does not bid farewell to all you have – you
cannot be a disciple ofmine.

34Yes, salt is good; but, if the salt itself should lose its strength, what will be used
to season it?

35 It is notfit either for the landor for themanureheap. People throw it away. Let
those who have ears to hear with hear!’

15
1The tax collectors and the outcasts were all drawing near to Jesus to listen to him;
2but the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law found fault.
‘This man always welcomes outcasts, and takes meals with them!’ they complained.
3 So Jesus told them this parable –
4 ‘Who among you who has a hundred sheep, and has lost one of them, does not

leave the ninety-nine out in the open country, and go after the lost sheep until he
finds it?

5And, when he has found it, he puts it on his shoulders rejoicing;
6and, onreachinghome,hecallshis friendsandhisneighbours together, andsays

“Come and rejoice withme, for I have foundmy sheepwhich was lost.”
7 So, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one outcast who

repents, than over ninety-nine religious people, who have no need to repent.
8Oragain,whatwomanwhohas ten silver coins, if she loses oneof them, doesnot

light a lamp, and sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?
9And, when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbours together, and

says “Come and rejoice withme, for I have found the coin which I lost.”
10So, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of God’s angels over one outcast

who repents.’
11Then Jesus continued, ‘Aman had two sons;
12 and the younger of them said to his father “Father, give me my share of the

inheritance.” So the father divided the property between them.
13A few days later the younger son got together all that he had, and went away

into a distant land; and there he squandered his inheritance by leading a dissolute
life.

14After he has spent all that he had, there was a severe famine through all that
country, and he began to be in actual want.

15 So he went and engaged himself to one of the people of that country, who sent
him into his fields to tend pigs.

16He even longed to satisfy his hungerwith the bean-pods onwhich the pigswere
feeding; and no one gave him anything.

17But, when he came to himself, he said “Howmany ofmy father’s hired servants
havemore bread than they can eat, while here am I starving to death!

18 I will get up and go tomy father, and say to him ‘Father, I sinned against heaven
and against you;
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19 I am no longer fit to be called your son;makeme one of your hired servants.’ ”
20And he got up and went to his father. But, while he was still a long way off, his

father saw him and was deeply moved; he ran and threw his arms round his neck
and kissed him.

21 “Father,” the son said, “I sinned against heaven and against you; I am no longer
fit to be called your son;makeme one of your hired servants.”

22But the father turned to his servants and said “Be quick and fetch a robe – the
very best – and put it on him; give him a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet;

23and bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat andmakemerry;
24 for here is my son who was dead, and is alive again, was lost, and is found.” So

they beganmakingmerry.
25Meanwhile the elder son was out in the fields; but, on coming home, when he

got near the house, he heardmusic and dancing,
26and he called one of the servants and askedwhat it all meant.
27“Yourbrotherhas comeback,” the servant toldhim, “andyour fatherhaskilled

the fattened calf, because he has him back safe and sound.”
28 This made him angry, and he would not go in. But his father came out and

begged him to do so.
29 “No,”he said tohis father, “lookat all the years I havebeen serving you,without

ever once disobeying you, and yet you have never given me even a young goat, so
that I might have a party withmy friends.

30But, no sooner has this son of yours come, who has eaten up your property in
the company of prostitutes, than you have killed the fattened calf for him.”

31 “Child,” the father answered, “you are always with me, and everything that I
have is yours.

32Buthowcouldwenot celebrateandrejoice? Here is yourbrotherwhowasdead
and is alive, whowas lost and is found.” ’

16
1 Jesus said to his disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a steward; and this

stewardwasmaliciously accused to him of wasting his estate.
2 So the master called him and said “What is this that I hear about you? Give in

your accounts, for you cannot act as steward any longer.”
3 “What am I to do,” the steward asked himself, “now thatmymaster is taking the

steward’s place away fromme? I havenot strength to dig, and I amashamed to beg.
4 I know what I will do, so that, as soon as I am turned out of my stewardship,

peoplemaywelcomeme into their homes.”
5 One by one he called up his master’s debtors. “How much do you owe my

master?” he asked of the first.
6 “Four hundred and forty gallons of oil,” answered the man. “Here is your

agreement,” he said; “sit down at once andmake it two hundred and twenty.”
7 And you, the steward said to the next, “how much do you owe?” “Seventy

quarters of wheat,” he replied. “Here is your agreement,” the steward said; “make
it fifty-six.”

8 His master complimented this dishonest steward on the shrewdness of his
action. And indeedmenof theworld are shrewder in dealingwith their fellowmen
than those who have the light.

9And I say toyou “Winfriends foryourselveswithyourdishonestmoney,” so that,
when it comes to an end, theremay be awelcome for you into the Eternal Home.

10The person who is trustworthy in the smallest matter is trustworthy in a great
one also; and the person who is dishonest in the smallest matter is dishonest in a
great one also.

11So, if you have proved untrustworthywith the dishonestmoney, whowill trust
youwith the true?

12And, if you have proved untrustworthy with what does not belong to us, who
will give youwhat is really our own?

13No servant can serve two masters, for, either they will hate one and love the
other, or else they will attach themselves to one and despise the other. You cannot
serve both God andmoney.’

14All this was said within hearing of the Pharisees, whowere lovers of money, and they
began to sneer at Jesus.
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15 ‘You,’ said Jesus, ‘are the ones who justify themselves before the world, but
God can read your hearts; and what is highly esteemed among people may be an
abomination in the sight of God.

16The Law and the prophets sufficed until the time of John. Since then the good
news of the kingdom of God has been told, and everybody has been forcing their
way into it.

17 It would be easier for the heavens and the earth to disappear than for one
stroke of a letter in the Law to be lost.

18 Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman is an adulterer,
and themanwhomarries a divorcedwoman is an adulterer.

19 There was once a rich man, who dressed in purple robes and fine linen, and
feasted every day in great splendour.

20Nearhisgatewaytherehadbeen laidabeggarnamedLazarus,whowascovered
with sores,

21 and who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table.
Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22After a time the beggar died, and was taken by the angels to be with Abraham.
The richman also died andwas buried.

23 In Hades he looked up in his torment, and saw Abraham at a distance and
Lazarus at his side.

24 So he called out “Pity me, Father Abraham, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of
his finger in water and coolmy tongue, for I am suffering agony in this flame.”

25 “Child,” answered Abraham, “remember that you in your lifetime received
what you thought desirable, just as Lazarus received what was not desirable; but
now he has his consolation here, while you are suffering agony.

26Andnotonly that, butbetweenyouandus there liesagreat chasm, so that those
whowish to pass from here to you cannot, nor can they cross from there to us.”

27 “Then, Father,” he said, “I beg you to send Lazarus tomy father’s house
28where I havefive brothers, towarn them, so that theywill not also come to this

place of torture.”
29 “They have the writings of Moses and the prophets,” replied Abraham. “Let

them listen to them.”
30“But, FatherAbraham,”heurged, “if someone fromthedeadwere togo to them,

they would repent.”
31 “If theydonot listen toMoses and theprophets,” answeredAbraham, “theywill

not be persuaded, even if someonewere to rise from the dead.” ’

17
1 Jesus said to his disciples, ‘It is inevitable that there should be temptations but

sorrow awaits the personwho does the tempting!
2 It would be better for them if they had been flung into the sea with a millstone

round their neck, rather than that they should cause even one of these little ones
to stumble.

3Be on your guard! If your brother or sister doeswrong, rebuke them; but if they
repent, forgive them.

4Even if theywrong you seven times a day, but turns to you every time and says “I
am sorry,” youmust forgive them.’

5 ‘Give us more faith,’ said the apostles to theMaster;
6but the Master said, ‘If your faith were only like amustard seed, you could say to

thismulberry tree “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.
7Which of you, if he had a servant ploughing, or tending the sheep, would say

to him, when he came in from the fields, “Come at once and take your place at the
table,”

8 Instead of saying “Prepare my dinner, and then make yourself ready and serve
mewhile I am eating and drinking, and after that youwill eat and drink yourself”?

9Does he feel grateful to his servant for doing what he is told?
10And so with you –when you have done all that you have been told, still say “We

are but useless servants; we have done nomore thanwe ought to have done.” ’

11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus passed between Samaria and Galilee.
12As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.
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13 Standing still, some distance off, they called out loudly, ‘Jesus! Sir! Pity us!’
14When Jesus saw them, he said, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priest.’ And, as they

were on their way, they weremade clean.
15One of them, finding he was cured, came back, praising God loudly,
16 and threw himself on his face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done; and

this manwas a Samaritan.
17 ‘Werenotall the tenmadeclean? exclaimed Jesus. But thenine –whereare they?
18Were there none to come back and praise God except this foreigner?
19Get up,’ he said to him, ‘and go on your way. Your faith has delivered you.’

20 Being once asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was to come, Jesus
answered, ‘The kingdom of God does not come in a way that can be seen,

21norwill people say “Look, here it is!” or “There it is!”; for the kingdomof God is
within you!

22 The day will come,’ he said to his disciples, ‘when you will long to see but one of
the days of the Son ofMan, andwill not see it.

23Peoplewill say to you “There he is!” Or “Here he is!” Donot go and follow them.
24 For, just as lightning will lighten and flare from one side of the heavens to the

other, so will it be with the Son ofMan.
25 But first he must undergo much suffering, and he must be rejected by the

present generation.
26As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be again in the days of the Son ofMan.
27Theywere eating anddrinking andmarrying andbeingmarried, up to the very

day on which Noah entered the ark, and then the flood came and destroyed them
all.

28 So, too, in the days of Lot. People were eating, drinking, buying, selling,
planting, building;

29but, on the very day onwhich Lot cameout of Sodom, it rainedfire and sulphur
from the skies and destroyed them all.

30 It will be the same on the day onwhich the Son ofMan reveals himself.
31On that day, if a person is on their house-top and their goods in the house, they

must not go down to get them; nor againmust one who is on the farm turn back.
32Remember Lot’s wife.
33Whoever is eager to get the most out of their life will lose it; but whoever will

lose it will preserve it.
34On that night, I tell you, of two people on the same bed, one will be taken and

the other left;
35of twowomen grinding grain together, one will be taken and the other left.’
36 *
37 ‘Where will it be, Master?’ asked the disciples. ‘Where there is a body,’ said Jesus,

‘there will the vultures flock.’

18
1 Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and never

despair.
2 ‘Therewas,’ he said, ‘in a certain towna judge,whohadno fear ofGodnor regard

for people.
3 In the same town there was a widowwho went to him again and again, and said

“Grantme justice againstmy opponent.”
4 For a time the judge refused, but afterwards he said to himself “Although I am

without fear of God or regard for people,
5 yet, as this widow is so troublesome, I will grant her justice, to stop her from

plaguingmewith her endless visits.” ’
6Then theMaster added, ‘Listen to what this iniquitous judge says!
7And God –won’t he see that his own people, who cry to him night and day, have

justice done them – though he holds his hand?
8 He will, I tell you, give them justice soon enough! Yet, when the Son of Man

comes, will he find faith on earth?’

* 17:36 Some later manuscripts add: There will be two in the field; one will be taken and the other left.
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9Another time, speaking to peoplewhowere satisfied that theywere religious, andwho
regarded everyone else with scorn, Jesus told this parable –

10 ‘Twomen went up into the Temple Courts to pray. One was a Pharisee and the
other a tax-gatherer.

11The Pharisee stood forward and began praying to himself in this way – “God, I
thank you that I am not like other men – thieves, rogues, adulterers – or even like
this tax-gatherer.

12 I fast twice a week, and give a tenth of everything I get to God.”
13Meanwhile the tax-gatherer stood at a distance, not venturing even to raise his

eyes to heaven, but he kept striking his breast and saying “God, havemercy onme,
a sinner.”

14Thisman, I tell you, went home pardoned, rather than the other. For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, while everyone who humbles himself will be
exalted.’

15 Some of the people were bringing even their babies to Jesus, for him to touch them;
but, when the disciples saw it, they began to find fault with those who had brought them.

16 Jesus, however, called the little children to him. ‘Let the little children come tome,’
he said, ‘and do not hinder them, for it is to the childlike that the kingdom of God
belongs.

17 I tell you, unless a man receives the kingdom of God like a child, he will not
enter it at all.’

18And one of the leaders asked Jesus this question – ‘Good teacher, whatmust I do if I am
to gain eternal life?’

19 ‘Why do you call me good?’ answered Jesus. ‘No one is good but God.
20 You know the commandments – Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not

steal, Do not say what is false about others, Honour your father and yourmother.’
21 ‘I have observed all these,’ he replied, ‘from childhood.’
22 Hearing this, Jesus said to him, ‘There is one thing still lacking in you; sell

everything that you have, and distribute to the poor, and you will have wealth in
heaven; then come and followme.’

23But theman became greatly distressed on hearing this, for he was extremely rich.
24 Seeing this, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for the wealthy to enter the

kingdom of God!
25 It is easier, indeed, for a camel to get through a needle’s eye than for a rich

person to enter the kingdom of God!’
26 ‘Thenwho can be saved?’ asked those who heard this.
27But Jesus said, ‘What is impossible with people is possible with God.’
28 ‘But we,’ said Peter, ‘we left what belonged to us and followed you.’
29 ‘I tell you,’ he answered, ‘that there is no one who has left house, or wife, or

brothers, or parents, or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,
30who will not receive many times as much in the present, and in the age that is

coming eternal life.’

31 Gathering the Twelve round him, Jesus said to them, ‘Listen! We are going up to
Jerusalem; and there everything that is written in the prophets will be done to the
Son ofMan.

32For he will be given up to the Gentiles, mocked, insulted and spat on;
33 they will scourge him, and then put him to death; and on the third day he will

rise again.’
34The apostles did not comprehend any of this. His meaning was unintelligible to them

and they did not understand what he was saying.

35As Jesus was getting near Jericho, a blindmanwas sitting by the roadside, begging.
36Hearing a crowd going by, the man asked what was thematter;
37and, when people told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing,
38he shouted out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, take pity onme!’
39 Those who were in front kept telling him to be quiet, but he continued to call out the

louder, ‘Son of David, take pity onme!’
40Then Jesus stoppedandordered theman tobebrought tohim. And,whenhehadcome

close up to him, Jesus asked him,
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41 ‘What do youwantme to do for you?’
‘Master,’ he said, ‘I want to recover my sight.’
42And Jesus said, ‘Recover your sight, your faith has delivered you.’
43 Instantly he recovered his sight, and began to follow Jesus, praising God. And all the

people, on seeing it, gave glory to God.

19
1 Jesus entered Jericho andmade his way through the town.
2 There was a man there, known by the name of Zacchaeus, who was a senior tax

collector and a richman.
3He tried to see what Jesus was like; but, being short, he was unable to do so because of

the crowd.
4 So he ran on ahead and climbed into a mulberry tree to see Jesus, for he knew that he

must pass that way.
5When Jesus came to the place, he lookedup and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, bequickand

come down, for Imust stop at your house today.’
6 So Zacchaeus got down quickly, and joyfully welcomed him.
7On seeing this, everyone began to complain, ‘He has gone to stay with amanwho is an

outcast.’
8But Zacchaeus stood forward and said to theMaster, ‘Listen, Master! I will give half my

property to the poor, and, if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give himback four
times as much.’

9 ‘Salvation has come to this house today,’ answered Jesus, ‘for even this man is a
son of Abraham.

10The Son ofMan has come to search for those who are lost and to save them.’
11 As the people were listening to this, Jesus went on to tell them a parable. He did so

because he was near Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God was
going to be proclaimed at once.

12He said, ‘Anobleman oncewent to a distant country to receive his appointment
to a kingdom and then return.

13He called ten of his servants and gave them ten pounds of silver each, and told
them to trade with them during his absence.

14But his subjects hated him and sent envoys after him to say “We will not have
thisman as our king.”

15On his return, after having been appointed king, he directed that the servants
towhomhehad given hismoney should be summoned, so that hemight learnwhat
amount of trade they had done.

16The first came up, and said “Sir, your ten pounds havemade a hundred.”
17 “Well done, good servant!” exclaimed the master. “As you have proved

trustworthy in a very small matter, I appoint you governor over ten towns.”
18When the second came, he said “Your ten pounds, Sir, have produced fifty.”
19So themaster said to him “And you I appoint over five towns.”
20Another servant also came and said “Sir, here are your ten pounds; I have kept

them put away in a handkerchief.
21 For I was afraid of you, because you are a stern man. You take what you have

not planted, and reapwhat you have not sown.”
22 The master answered “Out of your own mouth I judge you, you worthless

servant. You knew that I am a stern man, that I take what I have not planted, and
reapwhat I have not sown?

23Thenwhydidn’t youputmymoney intoabank? And I, onmyreturn, couldhave
claimed it with interest.

24 Take away from him the ten pounds,” he said to those standing by, “and give
them to the onewho has the hundred.”

25 “But, Sir,” they said, “he has a hundred pounds already!”
26 “I tell you,” he answered, “that, to him who has, more will be given, but, from

himwho has nothing, evenwhat he has will be taken away.
27But as for my enemies, these men who would not have me as their king, bring

themhere and put them to death inmy presence.” ’
28After saying this, Jesus went on in front, going up to Jerusalem.

The Last Days
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29 It was when Jesus had almost reached Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of
Olives, that he sent on two of the disciples.

30 ‘Go to the village facing us,’ he said, ‘and, when you get there, youwill find a foal
tethered, which no one has yet ridden; untie it and lead it here.

31And, if anybody asks you “Why are you untying it?”, you are to say this – “The
Master wants it.” ’

32 So the twowhowere sent went and found it as Jesus had told them.
33While they were untying the foal, the owners asked them – ‘Why are you untying the

foal?’
34And the two disciples answered – ‘TheMaster wants it.’
35Then they led it back to Jesus, and threw their cloaks on the foal and put Jesus on it.
36As he went along, the people kept spreading their cloaks in the road.
37When he had almost reached the place where the road led down theMount of Olives,

everyone of the many disciples began in their joy to praise God loudly for all the miracles
that they had seen:
38 ‘Blessed is He who comes – our king – in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,

and glory on high.’
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, restrain your disciples.’
40But Jesus answered, ‘I tell you that if they are silent, the stones will call out.’

41When he drew near, on seeing the city, he wept over it, and said,
42 ‘If only you had known, while yet there was time – even you – the things that

make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your sight.
43 For a time is coming when your enemies will surround you with earthworks,

and encircle you, and hem you in on all sides;
44 they will trample you down and your children within you, and they will not

leave in you one stone on another, because you did not know the time of your
visitation.’

45 Jesus went into the Temple Courts and began to drive out those whowere selling,
46 saying as he did so, ‘Scripture says – “Myhousewill be a house of prayer”; but you

havemade it a den of robbers.’

47 Jesus continued to teach each day in the Temple Courts; but the chief priests and
teachers of the Lawwere eager to take his life, and so also were the leaders of the people.

48Yet they could not see what to do, for the people all hung on his words.

20
1 On one of these days, when Jesus was teaching the people in the Temple Courts and

telling the good news, the chief priests and the teachers of the Law, joined by the elders,
confronted him,

2and addressing him, said, ‘Tell us what authority you have to do these things. Who is it
who has given you this authority?’

3 ‘I, too,’ said Jesus in reply, ‘will ask you one question. Giveme an answer to it.
4 It is about John’s baptism –was it of divine or of human origin?’
5But they began arguing together, ‘Ifwe say “divine,” hewill say “Whydidn’t you believe

him?”
6 But, if we say “human,” the people will all stone us, for they are persuaded that John

was a prophet.’
7 So they answered that they did not know its origin.
8 ‘Then I,’ said Jesus, ‘refuse to tell youwhat authority I have to do these things.’
9But Jesus began to tell the people this parable – ‘Amanonce planted a vineyard, and

then let it out to tenants, andwent abroad for a long while.
10At theproper timehe sent a servant to the tenants, so that they couldgivehima

share of the produce of the vineyard. The tenants, however, beat him and sent him
away empty-handed.

11The owner afterwards sent another servant; but the tenants beat and insulted
thisman too, and sent him away empty-handed.

12He sent a third; but they wounded thisman also, and threw him outside.
13 “What should I do?” said the owner of the vineyard. “I will sendmy son, who is

very dear tome. Perhaps they will respect him.”
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14But, on seeing him, the tenants consulted with one another. “Here is the heir!”
they said. “Let us kill him, and then the inheritance will become ours.”

15 So they threw him outside the vineyard and killed him. Now what will the
owner of the vineyard do to them?

16Hewill comeandput those tenants todeath, andwill let thevineyard toothers.’
‘Heaven forbid!’ they exclaimedwhen they heard it.
17But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘What then is themeaning of this passage? –

“The stone which the builders despised has now itself become the cornerstone.”
18Everyonewho falls on that stonewill be dashed to pieces, while anyone onwhom
it falls – it will scatter him as dust.’

19After this the teachers of the Law and the chief priest were eager to lay hands on Jesus
then and there, but they were afraid of the people; for they saw that it was at them that he
had aimed this parable.

20Havingwatched their opportunity, they afterwards sent some spies, whopretended to
be goodmen, to catch Jesus in the course of conversation, and so enable them to give him
up to the Governor’s jurisdiction and authority.

21These spies asked Jesus a question. They said, ‘Teacher, we know that you are right in
what you say and teach, and that you do not take any account of a person’s position, but
teach the way of God honestly;

22are we right in paying tribute to the Emperor or not?’
23 Seeing through their deceitfulness, Jesus said to them,
24 ‘Showme a coin. Whose head and title are on it?’
25 ‘The Emperor’s,’ they said; and Jesus replied, ‘Well then, pay to the Emperor what

belongs to the Emperor, and to Godwhat belongs to God.’
26 They could not object to this answer before the people; and, in their wonder at his

reply, they held their tongues.

27Presently there came up some Sadducees, whomaintain that there is no resurrection.
Their question was this –

28 ‘Teacher, Moses laid down for us in his writings that –
“Should a man’s married brother die, and should he be childless, the man should take the

widow as his wife, and raise up a family for his brother.”
29 Well, there were once seven brothers; of whom the eldest, after taking a wife, died
childless.
30The second and third brothers both took her as their wife;
31and so, too, did all seven – dying without children.
32The woman herself was the last to die.
33About the woman, then – at the resurrection, whose wife is she to be, all seven brothers
having had her as their wife?’

34 ‘Themenandwomenof thisworld,’ said Jesus, ‘marryandare given inmarriage;
35 but, for those who are thought worthy to attain to that other world and the

resurrection from the dead, there is nomarrying or beingmarried,
36nor indeed can theydie again, for they are like angels and, having shared in the

resurrection, they are God’s children.
37As to the fact that thedeadrise, evenMoses indicated that, in thepassageabout

the Bush, when he calls the Lord –
“The God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
38Now he is not God of dead people, but of living. For in his sight all are alive.’

39 ‘Well said, teacher!’ exclaimed some of the teachers of the Law,
40 for they did not venture to question him any further.
41 But Jesus said to them, ‘How is it that people say that the Christ is to be David’s

son?
42For David, in the book of Psalms, says himself –

“The Lord said tomy lord: Sit atmy right hand,
43until I put your enemies as a stool for your feet.”
44David, then, calls him “lord,” so how is he David’s son?’

45While all the people were listening, Jesus said to the disciples,
46 ‘Be on your guard against the teachers of the Law, who delight to walk about in

long robes, and like to be greeted in the streets with respect, and to have the best
seats in the synagogues, and places of honour at dinner.

47 These are the men who rob widows of their houses, and make a pretence of
saying long prayers. Their sentence will be all the heavier.’
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21
1Looking up, Jesus saw the rich people putting their gifts into the chests for the Temple

offerings.
2He saw, too, a widow in poor circumstances putting two small coins into them.
3 ‘I tell you’, he said ‘that this poor widow has put inmore than all the others;
4 for everyone else here put in something from what he had to spare, while she,

in her need, has put in all she had to live on.’

5When some of them spoke about the Temple being decoratedwith beautiful stones and
offerings, Jesus said,

6 ‘As for these things that you are looking at, a time is comingwhen not one stone
will be left on another here. Every one will be thrown down.’

7 So the disciples questioned Jesus, ‘But, teacher, when will this happen? And what sign
will there be when this is near?’

8And Jesus said, ‘See that you are not led astray; for many will takemy name, and
come saying “I amHe,” and “The time is close at hand.” Do not follow them.

9 And, when you hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified, for these
thingsmust occur first; but the endwill not be at once.’

10 Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against
kingdom,

11andtherewillbegreatearthquakes, andplaguesandfamines invariousplaces,
and there will be terrible appearances and signs in the heavens.

12 Before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you, and they will
betray you to synagogues and put you in prison, when you will be brought before
kings and governors for the sake ofmy name.

13Thenwill be your opportunity of witnessing forme.
14Make up yourminds, therefore, not to prepare your defence;
15 for I will myself give you words, and a wisdom which all your opponents

together will be unable to resist or defy.
16 You will be betrayed even by your parents and brothers and sisters and

relatives and friends, and they will cause some of you to be put to death,
17and youwill be hated by everyone because ofmemy name.
18Yet not a single hair of your heads will be lost!
19By your endurance youwill win yourselves life.
20As soon, however, as you see Jerusalem surrounded by armed camps, then you

may know that the hour of her desecration is at hand.
21 Then those of you who are in Judea must take refuge in the mountains, those

who are in Jerusalemmust leave at once, and those who are in the country places
must not go into it.

22 For these are to be the days of vengeance, when all that scripture says will be
fulfilled.

23Alas for pregnant women, and for those who are nursing infants in those days!
For there will be great suffering in the land, and anger against this people.

24Theywill fallby theedgeof thesword, andwillbe takenprisoners toevery land,
and Jerusalem will be under the heel of the Gentiles, until their day is over – as it
will be.

25Therewill be signs, too, in the sunandmoonand stars, andon theearthdespair
among the nations, in their dismay at the roar of the sea and the surge.

26People’s hearts will fail them through dread of what is coming upon theworld;
for the forces of the heavens will be convulsed.

27Thenwill be seen the Son ofMan coming in a cloudwith power and great glory.
28And, when these things begin to occur, look upwards and lift your heads, for

your deliverance will be at hand.’
29Then he taught them a lesson, saying – ‘Look at the fig tree and all the other trees.
30As soon as they shoot, you know, as you look at them, without being told, that

summer is near.
31 And so may you, as soon as you see these things happening, know that the

kingdom of God is near.
32 I tell you that even the present generationwill not pass awayuntil all has taken

place.
33The heavens and the earth will pass away, butmywords will never pass away.
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34Be on your guard or your minds will become dulled by debauches or drunken-
ness or the anxieties of life, and “that day”will close on you suddenly like a trap.

35For it will come on all who are living upon the face of the whole earth.
36Be on the watch at all times, and pray that youmay have strength to escape all

that is destined to happen, and to stand in the presence of the Son ofMan.’
37During the days, Jesus continued to teach in the Temple Courts, but he went out and

spent the nights on the hill called the “Mount of Olives.”
38And all the people would get up early in the morning and come to listen to him in the

Temple Courts.

22
1The feast of the unleavened bread, known as the Passover, was near.
2 The chief priest and the teachers of the Law were looking for an opportunity of

destroying Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.
3Now Satan took possession of Judas, who was known as Iscariot, and who belonged to

the Twelve;
4 and he went and discussed with the chief priests and officers in charge at the Temple

the best way of betraying Jesus to them.
5They were glad of this, and agreed to pay him.
6So Judas assented, and looked for anopportunity to betray Jesus to them, in the absence

of a crowd.
7When the day of the Festival of the unleavened bread came, on which the Passover

lambs had to be killed,
8 Jesus sent forward Peter and John, saying to them, ‘Go and make preparations for

our eating the Passover.’
9 ‘Where do you wish us to make preparations?’ they asked.
10 ‘Listen,’ he answered, ‘when you have reached the city, aman carrying a pitcher

of water will meet you; follow him into whatever house he enters;
11 and you will say to the owner of the house “The teacher says to you –Where is

the roomwhere I am to eat the Passover withmy disciples?”
12Themanwill showyoua largeupstairs room, setout; theremakepreparations.’
13So Peter and Johnwent on, and found everything just as Jesus had told them, and they

prepared the Passover.
14When the time came, Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles with him.
15 ‘I have most earnestly wished,’ he said, ‘to eat this Passover with you before I

suffer.
16 For I tell you that I will not eat it again, until it has had its fulfilment in the

kingdom of God.’
17Then, on receiving a cup, after saying the thanksgiving, he said, ‘Take this and share

it among you.
18For I tell you that I will not, after today, drink of the fruit of the vine, until the

kingdom of God has come.’
19 Then Jesus took some bread, and, after saying the thanksgiving, broke it and gave to

them, with the words, ‘This is my body.
20 *
21Yet see! The hand of themanwho is betrayingme is besideme on the table!
22True, the Son of Man is passing, by the way ordained for him, yet alas for that

man bywhomhe is being betrayed!’
23Then they began questioning one another which of them it could bewhowas going to

do this.
24Andadisputearoseamong themas towhichof themwas toberegardedas thegreatest.
25 Jesus, however, said, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their

oppressors are styled “Benefactors.”
26But with you it must not be so. No, let the greatest among you become like the

youngest, and himwho leads like himwho serves.
27Which is the greater – themasterat the tableorhis servant? Isnot it themaster

at the table? Yet Imyself am among you as one who serves.

* 22:20 Some later manuscripts add: which is now to be given on your behalf. Do this in memory of me. And in the
samewaywith the cup, after supper, saying: ‘This cup is the NewCovenantmade bymy bloodwhich is being poured out
on your behalf.’
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28You are themenwho have stood byme inmy trials;
29and, just asmy Father has assignedme a kingdom, I assign you places,
30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and be seated on

twelve thrones as judges of the twelve tribes of Israel.
31Simon! Simon! listen. Satan demanded leave to sift you all like wheat,
32but I prayed for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. And you, when you

have returned tome, are to strengthen the others.’
33 ‘Master,’ said Peter, ‘with you I am ready to go both to prison and to death.’
34 ‘I tell you, Peter,’ replied Jesus, ‘the cock will not crow today until you have

disowned all knowledge ofme three times.’
35 Then he said to them all, ‘When I sent you out as my messengers, without either

purse, or bag, or sandals, were you in need of anything?’
‘No; nothing,’ they answered.
36 ‘Now, however,’ he said, ‘hewhohas a pursemust take it and his bag aswell; and

hewho has notmust sell his cloak and buy a sword.
37 For, I tell you, that passage of scripture must be fulfilled in me, which says

– “He was counted among the godless”; indeed all that refers to me is finding its
fulfilment.’

38 ‘Master,’ they exclaimed, ‘look, here are two swords!’
‘Enough!’ said Jesus.

39 Jesus thenwent out, andmade hisway as usual to theMount of Olives, followed by his
disciples.

40 And, when he reached the spot, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not fall into
temptation.’

41Then he withdrew about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and began to pray.
42 ‘Father,’ he said, ‘if it is your pleasure, spare me this cup; only, not my will but

yours be done.’
43Presently there appeared to him an angel from heaven, who strengthened him.†
44 And, as his anguish became intense, he prayed still more earnestly, while his sweat

was like great drops of blood falling on the ground.
45 Then he rose from praying, and came to the disciples and found them sleeping for

sorrow.
46 ‘Why are you asleep?’ he asked them. ‘Rise and pray so that you don’t fall into

temptation.’
47While he was still speaking, a crowd appeared in sight, led by the man called Judas,

who was one of the Twelve. Judas approached Jesus, to kiss him;
48at which Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, is it by a kiss that you betray the Son ofMan?’
49Butwhen thosewhowere round Jesus sawwhatwas going to happen, they exclaimed,

‘Master, should we use our swords?’
50And one of them struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear;
51 at which Jesus said, ‘Let me at least do this’; and, touching his ear, he healed the

wound.
52 Then, turning to the chief priests and officers in charge at the Temple and the elders,

who had come for him, he said, ‘Have you come out, as if after a robber, with swords
and clubs?

53When I was with you day after day in the Temple Courts, you did not lay hands
onme; but now your time has come, and the power of darkness.’

54 Those who had taken Jesus prisoner took him away into the house of the high priest.
Peter followed at a distance.

55But, when they had lit a fire in the centre of the courtyard and had all sat down there,
Peter seated himself in themiddle of them.

56Presently amaidservant sawhimsittingnear theblaze of thefire. She looked carefully
at him and said, ‘Why, this manwas one of his companions!’

57But Peter denied it. ‘I do not know him,’ he replied.
58A little while afterwards someone else – a man – saw him and said, ‘Why, you are one

of them!’
‘No,’ Peter said, ‘I am not.’

† 22:43 Some later manuscripts do not contain verses 43 or 44.
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59Aboutanhour lateranothermandeclaredpositively, ‘Thismanalsowascertainlywith
him. Why, he is a Galilean!’

60 But Peter said, ‘I do not know what you are speaking about.’ Instantly, while he was
still speaking, a cock crowed.

61And theMaster turned and looked at Peter; and Peter remembered thewords that the
Master had said to him – ‘Before a cock has crowed today, you will disown me three
times’;

62and he went outside and wept bitterly.

63Themenwho held Jesus kept making sport of him and beating him.
64 They blindfolded him and then questioned him. ‘Now play the prophet,’ they said.

‘Whowas it that struck you?’
65And they heapedmany other insults on him.

66At daybreak the assembly of the elders of the people met – both the chief priests and
the teachers of the Law – and took Jesus before their High Council.

67 ‘If you are the Christ,’ they said, ‘tell us so.’
‘If I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘youwill not believeme;
68and, if I question you, youwill not answer.
69 But from this hour the Son of Man will be seated on the right hand of God

Almighty.’
70 ‘Are you, then, the Son of God?’ they all asked. ‘It is true,’ answered Jesus, ‘I am.’
71 At this they exclaimed, ‘Why do we want any more evidence? We have heard it

ourselves from his own lips!’

23
1Then they all rose in a body and led Jesus before Pilate.
2And they began to accuse him, ‘This is a man whom we found misleading our people,

preventing them from paying taxes to the Emperor, and giving out that he himself is
“Christ, a king.” ’

3 ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked him. ‘It is true,’ replied Jesus.
4But Pilate, turning to the chief priests and the people, said, ‘I do not see anything to find

fault with in this man.’
5 But they insisted, ‘He is stirring up the people by his teaching all through Judea; he

began with Galilee and has now come here.’
6Hearing this, Pilate asked if the manwas a Galilean;
7 and, having satisfied himself that Jesus came under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him

to Herod, who also was at Jerusalem at the time.
8When Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly pleased, for he had been wanting to see

him for a long time, having heard a great deal about him; and he was hoping to see some
sign given by him.

9 So he questioned him at some length, but Jesus made no reply.
10 Meanwhile the chief priests and the teachers of the Law stood by and vehemently

accused him.
11And Herod, with his soldiers, treated Jesus with scorn; he mocked him by throwing a

gorgeous robe round him, and then sent him back to Pilate.
12 And Herod and Pilate became friends that very day, for before that there had been

ill-will between them.
13 So Pilate summoned the chief priests, and the leadingmen, and the people,
14andsaid to them, ‘Youbrought thismanbeforemechargedwithmisleading thepeople;

and yet, for my part, though I examined him before you, I did not find this man to blame
for any of the things of which you accuse him;

15 nor did Herod either; for he has sent him back to us. And, as a fact, he has not done
anything deserving death;

16 so I will have him scourged, and then release him.’
17 *
18But they began to shout as oneman, ‘Kill this fellow, but release Barabbas for us.’
19 (Barabbas was amanwho had been put in prison for a riot that had broken out in the

city and for murder.)
20Pilate, however, wanting to release Jesus, called to them again;

* 23:17 Some later manuscripts add: He had to release someone to them at the feast.
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21but they kept calling out, ‘Crucify, crucify him!’
22 ‘Why, what harm has this man done?’ Pilate said to them for the third time. ‘I have

found nothing in him for which he could be condemned to death. So I will have him
scourged, and then release him.’

23But they persisted in loudly demanding his crucifixion; and their clamour gained the
day.

24Pilate decided that their demand should be granted.
25 He released the man who had been put in prison for riot and murder, as they

demanded, and gave Jesus up to be dealt with as they pleased.

26And, as they were leading Jesus away, they laid hold of Simon from Cyrene, who was
on his way in from the country, and they put the cross on his shoulders, for him to carry it
behind Jesus.

27 There was a great crowd of people following him, many being women who were
beating their breasts and wailing for him.

28 So Jesus turned and said to them, ‘Women of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children.

29A time, I tell you, is coming, when it will be said – “Happy are the women who
are barren, and those who have never borne children or nursed them!”

30At that time people will begin to say to the mountains “Fall on us,” and to the
hills “Cover us.”

31 If what you see is donewhile the tree is green, whatwill happenwhen it is dry?’
32There were two others also, criminals, led out to be executed with Jesus.
33When they had reached the place called “The Skull,” there they crucified Jesus and the

criminals, one on the right, and one on the left.
34Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; theydonot knowwhat they aredoing.’ His

clothes they divided among them by casting lots.
35Meanwhile the people stood looking on. Even the leading men said with a sneer, ‘He

saved others, let him save himself, if he is God’s Christ, his chosen one.’
36The soldiers, too, came up inmockery, bringing him commonwine,
37and saying as they did so, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’
38Above himwere the words –

“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
39Oneof the criminalswhowerehangingbeside Jesus railed at him. ‘Aren’t you theChrist?
Save yourself and us,’ he said.
40 But the other rebuked him. ‘Haven’t you,’ he said, ‘any fear of God, now that you are
under the same sentence?
41Andwe justly so, forweare only reaping ourdeserts, but thismanhasnot done anything
wrong.
42 Jesus,’ he went on, ‘do not forget mewhen you have come to your kingdom.’
43And Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, this very day youwill be withme in Paradise.’

44 It was nearly midday, when a darkness came over the whole country, lasting until
three in the afternoon,

45 the sun being eclipsed; and the Temple curtain was torn down themiddle.
46Then Jesus, with a loud cry, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commitmy spirit.’ And

with these words he expired.
47 The Roman centurion, on seeing what had happened, praised God, exclaiming, ‘This

must have been a goodman!’
48 All the people who had collected to see the sight watched what occurred, and then

went home beating their breasts.
49 All the friends of Jesus had been standing at a distance, with the women who

accompanied him from Galilee, watching all this.

50Now there was a man of the name of Joseph, who was a member of the Council, and
who bore a good and upright character.

51 (This man had not assented to the decision and action of the Council.) He belonged to
Arimathea, a town in Judea, and lived in expectation of the kingdom of God.

52He nowwent to see Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus;
53and, when he had taken it down, hewrapped it in a linen sheet, and laid him in a tomb

cut out of stone, in which no one had yet been buried.
54 It was the Preparation day, and just before the Sabbath began.
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55Thewomenwhohad accompanied Jesus fromGalilee followed, and saw the tomb and
how the body of Jesus was laid,

56and then went home, and prepared spices and perfumes.
The Risen Life

During the Sabbath they rested, as directed by the commandment.

24
1But very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb, taking with them the

spices that they had prepared.
2They found that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb;
3and, on going into it, they could not find the body*.
4While they were at a loss to account for this, all at once twomen stood beside them, in

dazzling clothing.
5 But, when in their fear the women bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to

them, ‘Why are you looking among the dead for himwho is living?
6 † Remember how he spoke to you before he left Galilee –
7How he said that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of wicked men, and

be crucified, and rise again on the third day.’
8Then they remembered the words of Jesus,
9and, on returning from the tomb, they told all this to the Eleven and to all the rest.
10 There were Mary of Magdala, and Joanna, and Mary, the mother of James. The other

women, too, spoke about this to the apostles.
11What they said seemed to the apostles mere nonsense, and they did not believe them.
12 ‡

13 It happened that very day that two of the disciples were going to a village called
Emmaus, which was about sevenmiles from Jerusalem,

14 talking together, as they went, about all that had just taken place.
15While they were talking about these things and discussing them, Jesus himself came

up andwent on their way with them;
16but their eyes were blinded so that they could not recognise him.
17 ‘What is this that you are saying to each other as you walk along?’ Jesus asked.

They stopped, with sad looks on their faces,
18 and then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, said to Jesus, ‘Are you staying by

yourself at Jerusalem, that you have not heard of the things that have happened there
within the last few days?’

19 ‘What things do you mean?’ asked Jesus. ‘Why, about Jesus of Nazareth,’ they
answered, ‘who, in the eyes of God and all the people, was a prophet, whose power was
felt in both his words and actions;

20 and how the chief priests and our leading men gave him up to be sentenced to death,
and afterwards crucified him.

21But we were hoping that he was the Destined Deliverer of Israel; yes, and besides all
this, it is now three days since these things occurred.

22 And what is more, some of the women among us have greatly astonished us. They
went to the tomb at daybreak

23And, not finding the body of Jesus there, came and told us that they had seen a vision
of angels who told them that he was alive.

24So some of our numberwent to the tomb and found everything just as thewomen had
said, but they did not see Jesus.’

25 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Foolish men, slow to accept all that the prophets have
said!

26 Was not the Christ bound to undergo this suffering before entering into his
glory?’

27Then, beginningwithMoses and all the prophets, he explained to themall through the
scriptures the passages that referred to himself.

28When they got near the village towhich theywerewalking, Jesus appeared to be going
further;

* 24:3 Some later manuscripts add: of the Lord Jesus. † 24:6 Some later manuscripts add: He is not here but he has
risen. ‡ 24:12 Some later manuscripts add: Peter got up and ran to the tomb. Stooping down he saw nothing but the
linen wrappings, and he went away, wondering to himself at what had taken place.



Luke 24:29 294 Luke 24:53

29 but they pressed him not to do so. ‘Stay with us,’ they said, ‘for it is getting towards
evening, and the sun is already low.’ So Jesus went in to stay with them.

30 After he had taken his place at the table with them, he took the bread and said the
blessing, and broke it, and gave it to them.

31Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he disappeared from their
sight.

32 ‘Howour hearts glowed,’ the disciples said to each other, ‘while hewas talking to us on
the road, and when he explained the scriptures to us!’

33Then they immediately gotupandreturned to Jerusalem,where they found theEleven
and their companions all together,

34who told them that the Master had really risen, and had appeared to Simon.
35 So they also related what had happened during their walk, and how they had

recognised Jesus at the breaking of the bread.
36While they were still talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them.§
37 In their terror and alarm they thought they saw a ghost,
38but Jesus said to them, ‘Whyare you so startled? Andwhy do doubts arise in your

minds?
39Look at my hands andmy feet, and you will know that it is I. Feel me, and look

atme, for a ghost has not flesh and bones, as you see that I have.’
40 *
41While they were still unable to believe it all, overcome with joy, and were wondering

if it were true, Jesus said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’
42They handed him a piece of broiled fish,
43and he took it and ate it before their eyes.
44 ‘This is what I told you,’ he said, ‘when I was still with you – that everything that

hadbeenwritten aboutme in theLawofMoses, the prophets, and thePsalms,must
be fulfilled.’

45Then he enabled them to understand themeaning of the scriptures, saying to them,
46 ‘Scripture says that the Christ will suffer, and that he will rise again from the

dead on the third day,
47and that repentance for forgiveness of sinswill be proclaimed onhis authority

to all the nations – beginning at Jerusalem.
48You yourselves are to be witnesses to all this.
49Andnow Iammyself about to sendyou thatwhichmyFatherhaspromised. But

youmust remain in the city until you have been invested with power from above.’
50After this, Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and there raised his hands and blessed

them.
51As he was in the act of blessing them, he left them.†
52They returned‡ to Jerusalem full of joy;
53and they were constantly in the Temple Courts, blessing God.

§ 24:36 Some latermanuscripts add: and said, ‘Peace bewith you.’ * 24:40 Some latermanuscripts add: After saying
this he showed them his hands and his feet. † 24:51 Some later manuscripts add: and was carried up into heaven.
‡ 24:52 Some later manuscripts read: They bowed to the ground before him and returned.
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The
Good News According to

John
Introduction

1 In the beginning theWord was;
and theWord was with God;
and theWord was God.

2Hewas in the beginning with God;
3 through him all things came into being,
and nothing came into being apart from him.

4That which came into being in himwas life;
and the life was the light of humanity;
5and the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness never overpowered it.

6There appeared aman sent from God, whose namewas John;
7he came as a witness – to bear witness to the light
so that through him everyonemight believe.

8Hewas not the light,
but he came to bear witness to the light.

9That was the true light which enlightens everyone coming into the world.
10Hewas in the world;

and through him the world came into being –
yet the world did not know him.

11He came to his own –
yet his own did not receive him.

12But to all who did receive him he gave power to become children of God –
to those who believe in his name.

13 For not to natural conception, nor to human instincts, nor to human will did they owe
the new life,

but to God.
14And theWord became human, and lived among us,

(We saw his glory – the glory of the Only Son sent from the Father),
full of love and truth.

15 (John bears witness to him; he cried aloud – for it was he who spoke –
‘Hewho is coming after me is now before me,
for he was ever first’);

16out of his fullness we have all received
gift after gift of love;

17 for the Lawwas given throughMoses,
love and truth came through Jesus Christ.

18No one has ever yet seen God;
God the only Son, who is ever with the Father –

he has revealed him.
The Preparation

19When the religious authorities in Jerusalem sent some Priests and Levites to ask John
– ‘Who are you?’,

20he told them clearly and simply, ‘I am not the Christ.’
21 ‘What then?’ they asked. ‘Are you Elijah?’
‘No,’ he said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you “the prophet”?’ He answered, ‘No.’
22 ‘Who then are you?’ they continued. ‘Tell us so thatwe have an answer to give to those

who have sent us. What do you say about yourself?’
23 ‘I,’ he answered, ‘am –

“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness: make a straight road for the Lord”,

as the prophet Isaiah said.’
24Thesemen had been sent from the Pharisees;
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25 and their next question was, ‘Why then do you baptise, if you are not the Christ or
Elijah or “the prophet”?’

26 John’s answerwas – ‘I baptisewithwater, but among you stands onewhomyou do not
know;

27he is coming after me, yet I am not worthy even to unfasten his sandal.’
28This happened at Bethany, across the Jordan, where Johnwas baptising.
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him, and exclaimed, ‘Here is the Lamb

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
30 I was talking about himwhen I said “Afterme there is coming amanwho ranks ahead

of me, because before I was born he already was.”
31 I did not knowwho hewas, but I have come baptisingwithwater tomake him known

to Israel.’
32 John also said:
‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven like a dove and rest on him.
33 Imyself did not knowhim, but hewho sentme to baptisewithwater, he said tome “He

onwhom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him – he it is who baptises with
the Holy Spirit.”

34This I have seenmyself, and I have declaredmy belief that he is the Son of God.’
35The next day, when Johnwas standing with two of his disciples,
36he looked at Jesus as he passed and exclaimed, ‘There is the Lamb of God!’
37The two disciples heard him say this, and followed Jesus.
38 But Jesus turned round, and saw them following. ‘What are you looking for?’ he

asked. ‘Rabbi,’ they answered (or, as we should say, “Teacher”), ‘where are you staying?’
39 ‘Come, and you will see,’ he replied. So they went, and saw where he was staying,

and spent that day with him.
It was then about four in the afternoon.
40 One of the two, who heard what John said and followed Jesus, was Andrew, Simon

Peter’s brother.
41He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah!’

(a word whichmeans “Christ,” or “Consecrated”.)
42 Then he brought him to Jesus. Looking straight at him, Jesus said, ‘You are Simon,

the son of John; youwill be called Cephas’ (whichmeans “Peter,” or “Rock”).
43The following day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. He found Philip, and said to him,

‘Followme.’
44Philip was from Bethsaida, the same town as Andrew and Peter.
45He foundNathanael and said to him, ‘Wehave found himofwhomMoseswrote in the

Law, and of whom the prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, Joseph’s son!’
46 ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ asked Nathanael. ‘Come and see,’ replied

Philip.
47When Jesus sawNathanael coming towards him, he said, ‘Here is a true Israelite, in

whom there is no deceit!’
48 ‘How do you know me?’ asked Nathanael. ‘Even before Philip called you,’ replied

Jesus, ‘when youwere under the fig tree, I saw you.’
49 ‘Rabbi,’Nathanael exclaimed, ‘you are the Son of God, you are king of Israel!’
50 ‘Do you believe in me,’ asked Jesus, ‘because I told you that I saw you under the

fig tree? Youwill see greater things than those!
51 In truth I tell you,’ he added, ‘youwill all see heaven open, and the angels of God

ascending and descending on the Son ofMan.’

2
TheWork in Judaea, Galilee and Samaria

1Twodays after this therewasaweddingat Cana inGalilee, and Jesus’motherwas there.
2 Jesus himself, too, with his disciples, was invited to the wedding.
3And, when the wine ran short, his mother said to him, ‘They have no wine left.’
4 ‘What do youwant withme?’ answered Jesus. ‘My time has not come yet.’
5His mother said to the servants, ‘Dowhatever he tells you.’
6 There were standing there six stone water-jars, in accordance with the Jewish rule of

purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the water-jars with water.’
8And,when they hadfilled them to the brim, he added, ‘Now take someout, and carry

it to theMaster of the feast.’ The servants did so.
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9And, when the Master of the feast had tasted the water which had now become wine,
not knowingwhere it had come from – although the servantswho had taken out thewater
knew –

10He called the groom and said to him, ‘Everyone puts good wine on the table first, and
inferior wine afterwards, when his guests have drunk freely; but you have kept back the
good wine until now!’

11 This, the first sign of his mission, Jesus gave at Cana in Galilee, and by it revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.

12 After this, Jesus went down to Capernaum – he, his mother, his brothers, and his
disciples; but they stayed there only a few days.

13Then, as the Jewish Passover was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14 In the Temple Courts he found people who were selling bullocks, sheep, and pigeons,

and themoney changers at their counters.
15Sohemadeawhipof cords, anddrove themall out of theTempleCourts, and the sheep

and bullocks aswell; he scattered themoney of themoney changers, and overturned their
tables,

16 and said to the pigeon-dealers, ‘Take these things away. Do not turn my Father’s
house into amarket house.’

17His disciples remembered that scripture said – “Passion for your house will consume
me.”

18 Then some of the religious authorities asked Jesus, ‘What sign are you going to show
us, since you act in this way?’

19 ‘Destroy this temple,’was his answer, ‘and I will raise it in three days.’
20 ‘This Temple,’ the authorities replied, ‘has been forty-six years in building, andare you

going to “raise it in three days”?’
21But Jesus was speaking of his body as a temple.
22 Afterwards, when he had risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he

had said this; and they believed the passage of scripture, and the words which Jesus had
spoken.

23While Jesuswas in Jerusalem, during the Passover Festival,many came to trust in him,
when they saw the signs of his mission that he was giving.

24But Jesus did not put himself in their power because he knewwhatwas in their hearts.
25He did not need anyone to tell him about people because he could read what was in

them.

3
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, who was a leading man among his

people.
2Thismancame to Jesusbynight, and said tohim, ‘Rabbi,weknowthat youarea teacher

come from God; for no one could give such signs as you are giving, unless God were with
him.’

3 ‘In truth I tell you,’ exclaimed Jesus, ‘unless a person is reborn, they cannot see
the kingdom of God.’

4 ‘How can a person,’ asked Nicodemus, ‘be born when they are old? Can they be born a
second time?’

5 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘unless a personowes their birth towater and
Spirit, they cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6All that owes its birth to human nature is human, and all that owes its birth to
the Spirit is spiritual.

7Do not wonder atmy telling you that you all need to be reborn.
8Thewindblowswherever itwants, and you canhear the sound itmakes, but you

donotknowwhere it comes from,orwhere it goes; it is the samewitheveryonewho
owes his birth to the Spirit.’

9 ‘How can that be?’ asked Nicodemus.
10 ‘What! You a teacher of Israel,’ exclaimed Jesus, ‘and yet do not understand this!
11 In truth I tell you that we speak of what we know, and state what we have seen;

and yet you do not accept our statements.
12 If, when I tell you earthly things, you do not believe me, how will you believe

mewhen I tell you of heavenly things?
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13No one has ascended to heaven, except him who descended from heaven – the
Son ofMan himself.

14And, asMoses lifted up the snake in the desert, somust the Son ofManbe lifted
up;

15 so that everyone who believes in himmay have eternal life.’
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who

believes in himmay not be lost, but have eternal life.
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but so that

the worldmight be saved through him.
18The person who believes in him escapes condemnation, while the person who

does not believe in him is already condemned, because they have not believed in
the only Son of God.

19The ground of their condemnation is this, that though the light has come into
the world, people preferred the darkness to the light, because their actions were
wicked.

20 For the person who lives an evil life hates the light, and will not come to it,
fearing that their actions will be exposed;

21 but the person who lives by the truth comes into the light, so it can be clearly
seen that God is in all they do.

22After this, Jesus went with his disciples into the country parts of Judea; and there he
stayed with them, and baptised.

23 John, also,wasbaptisingatAenonnearSalim, because thereweremanystreams there;
and people were constantly coming and being baptised.

24 (For John had not yet been imprisoned).
25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a fellow Jew on the

subject of purification;
26and thedisciples came to Johnand said, ‘Rabbi, themanwhowaswithyouon theother

side of the Jordan, and towhom you have yourself borne testimony – he, also, is baptising,
and everybody is going to him.’

27 John’s answer was – ‘A person can gain nothing but what is given them from heaven.
28 You are yourselves witnesses that I said “I am not the Christ,” but “I have been sent

before him as amessenger.”
29 It is the groomwho has the bride; but the groom’s friend, who stands by and listens to

him, is filled with joy when he hears the groom’s voice. This joy I have felt to the full.
30Hemust become greater, and I less.’
31He who comes from above is above all others; but a child of earth is earthly, and his

teaching is earthly, too. He who comes from heaven is above all others.
32He states what he has seen andwhat he heard, and yet no one accepts his statement.
33They who did accept his statement confirm the fact that God is true.
34For hewhomGod sent as hismessenger gives us God’s own teaching, for God does not

limit the gift of the Spirit.
35The Father loves his Son, and has put everything in his hands.
36The personwhobelieves in the Sonhas eternal life, while a personwho rejects the Son

will not even see that life, but remains under God’s displeasure.

4
1Now, when the Master heard that the Pharisees had been told that he was making and

baptisingmore disciples than John
2 (Though it was not Jesus himself, but his disciples, who baptised),
3he left Judea, and set out again for Galilee.
4He had to pass through Samaria,
5and, onhisway, he came to a Samaritan town called Shechem, near the plot of land that

Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s Spring was there, and Jesus, being tired after his journey, sat down beside the

spring, just as he was. It was then about midday.
7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water; and Jesus said to her – ‘Give me some to

drink,’
8For his disciples had gone into the town to buy food.
9 ‘How is it,’ replied the Samaritan woman, ‘that you who are a Jew ask for water from a

Samaritan woman like me?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans).
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10 ‘If you knew of the gift of God,’ replied Jesus, ‘and who it is that is saying to you
“Give me some water,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.’

11 ‘You have no bucket, Sir, and thewell is deep,’ she said. ‘Where did you get that “living
water?”

12 Surely you are not greater than our ancestor Jacob who gave us the well, and used to
drink from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle!’

13 ‘All who drink of this water,’ replied Jesus, ‘will be thirsty again;
14but whoever once drinks of the water that I will give him will never thirst any

more; but thewater that I will give himwill become a springwelling upwithin him
– a source of eternal life.’

15 ‘Giveme thiswater, Sir,’ said thewoman, ‘so that Imay not be thirsty, nor have to come
all the way here to drawwater.’

16 ‘Go and call your husband,’ said Jesus, ‘and then come back.’
17 ‘I have no husband,’ answered the woman. ‘You are right in saying “I have no

husband,” ’ replied Jesus,
18 ‘For you have had five husbands, and themanwith whom you are now living is

not your husband; in saying that, you have spoken the truth.’
19 ‘I see, Sir, that you are a prophet!’ exclaimed the woman.
20 ‘It was on this mountain that our ancestors worshiped; and yet you Jews say that the

proper place for worship is in Jerusalem.’
21 ‘Believe me,’ replied Jesus, ‘a time is coming when it will be neither on this

mountain nor in Jerusalem that youwill worship the Father.
22You Samaritans do not knowwhat youworship; we knowwhat weworship, for

salvation comes from the Jews.
23But a time is coming, indeed it is already here, when the true worshipers will

worship the Father spiritually and truly; for such are the worshipers that the
Father desires.

24God is Spirit; and those whoworship himmust worship spiritually and truly.’
25 ‘I know,’ answered the woman, ‘that the Messiah, who is called the Christ, is coming;

when once he has come, he will tell us everything.’
26 ‘I am he,’ Jesus said to her, ‘I who am speaking to you.’
27At this moment his disciples came up, and were surprised to find him talking with a

woman; but none of them asked “What do youwant?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
28 So the woman, leaving her pitcher, went back to the town, and said to the people,
29 ‘Come and see someone who has told me everything that I have done. Can he be the

Christ?’
30And the people left the town andwent to see Jesus.
31Meanwhile the disciples kept saying to him, ‘Take something to eat, Rabbi.’
32 ‘I have food to eat,’ he answered, ‘of which you know nothing.’
33 ‘Can anyone have brought him anything to eat?’ the disciples said to one another.
34 ‘My food,’ replied Jesus, ‘is to do thewill of himwho sentme, and to complete his

work.
35Don’t you say that it still wants four months to harvest? Why, look up, and see

howwhite the fields are for harvest!
36Already the reaper is receivingwages and gathering in sheaves for eternal life,

so that sower and reaper rejoice together.
37For here the proverb holds good – “One sows, another reaps.”
38 I have sent you to reap that on which you have spent no labour; others have

laboured, and you have reaped the results of their labour.’
39Many fromthat towncame tobelieve in Jesus –Samaritans though theywere –because

the woman had said, “He has told me everything that I have done.”
40 And, when these Samaritans had come to Jesus, they begged him to stay with them,

and he stayed there two days.
41But far more came to believe in him because of what he said himself,
42and they said to thewoman, ‘It is no longer because of what you say that we believe in

him, forwe have heard him ourselves and know that he really is the Saviour of theworld.’

43After these two days Jesus went on to Galilee;
44 for he himself declared that “a prophet is not honoured in his own country.”
45When he entered Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, for they had seen all that he

did at Jerusalem during the Festival, at which they also had been present.
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46So Jesus came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had turned thewater intowine. Now
there was one of the king’s officers whose son was lying ill at Capernaum.

47When this man heard that Jesus had returned from Judea to Galilee, he went to him,
and begged him to come down and cure his son; for he was at the point of death.

48 Jesus answered, ‘Unless you all see signs andwonders, youwill not believe.’
49 ‘Sir,’ said the officer, ‘come down before my child dies.’ And Jesus answered, ‘Go, your

son is living.’
50Theman believed what Jesus said to him, and went;
51 and, while he was on his way down, his servants met him, and told him that his child

was living.
52So he asked them atwhat time the boy began to get better. ‘It was yesterday, about one

o’clock,’ they said, ‘that the fever left him.’
53By this the father knew that it was at the very time when Jesus had said to him “Your

son is living”; and he himself, with all his household, believed in Jesus.
54Thiswas the secondoccasiononwhich Jesus gave a signof hismissionon coming from

Judea to Galilee.

5
1 Sometime after this there was a Jewish Festival; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2 There is in Jerusalem, near the sheep-gate, a bath with five colonnades round it. It is

called in Hebrew “Bethesda.”
3 In these colonnades a large number of sick people were lying – blind, lame, and

crippled.
4 *
5Onemanwhowas there had been crippled for thirty-eight years.
6 Jesus saw the man lying there, and, finding that he had been in this state a long time,

said to him, ‘Do youwish to be cured?’
7 ‘I have no one, Sir,’ the sick man answered, ‘to put me into the bath when there is a

troubling of the water, and, while I am getting to it, someone else steps down before me.’
8 ‘Stand up,’ said Jesus, ‘take up yourmat, andwalk.’
9Themanwas cured immediately, and took up his mat and began walking.
10Now it was the Sabbath. So the religious authorities said to the man who had been

cured, ‘This is the Sabbath; youmust not carry yourmat.’
11 ‘Themanwho curedme,’ he answered, ‘said to me “Take up yourmat andwalk.” ’
12 ‘Whowas it,’ they asked, ‘that said to you “Take up yourmat andwalk”?’
13 But the man who had been restored did not know who it was; for Jesus had moved

away, because there was a crowd there.
14Afterwards Jesus found theman in theTempleCourts, and said tohim, ‘Youare cured

now; do not sin again, or something worsemay happen to you.’
15Themanwent away, and told the authorities that it was Jesus who had cured him.
16And thatwaswhy they began to persecute Jesus – because he did things of this kind on

the Sabbath.
17But Jesus replied, ‘My Father works to this very hour, and I work also.’
18Thismade the authorities all themore eager to kill him, because not onlywas he doing

away with the Sabbath, but he actually called God his own Father – putting himself on an
equality with God.

19 So Jesus made this further reply, ‘In truth I tell you, the Son can do nothing of
himself; he does only what he sees the Father doing; whatever the Father does, the
Son does also.

20For the Father loves his Son, and shows him everything that he is doing; and he
will show him still greater things – so that youwill be filled with wonder.

21For, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives
life to whomhe pleases.

22 The Father himself does not judge any one, but has entrusted the work of
judging entirely to his Son,

23 so that everyone may honour the Son, just as they honour the Father. The
personwho does not honour the Son fails to honour the Father who sent him.

* 5:4 Some later manuscripts add: for an angel of the Lord went down at certain times into the pool, and stirred up the
water. The first person to step in after the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease they had.
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24 In truth I tell you that the person who listens to my message and believes him
who sent me, has eternal life, and does not come under condemnation, but has
already passed out of death into life.

25 In truth I tell you that a time is coming, indeed it is alreadyhere,when thedead
will listen to the voice of the Son of God, andwhen those who listen will live.

26For, just as the Fatherhas inherent lifewithinhim, so also hehas granted to the
Son to have inherent life within him;

27and, because he is Son ofMan, he has also given him authority to act as judge.
28Do not wonder at this; for the time is coming when all who are in their graves

will hear his voice,
29andwill comeout – thosewhohave done good rising to life, and thosewhohave

lived evil lives rising for condemnation.
30 I can do nothing of myself; I judge as I am taught; and the judgment that I give

is just, becausemy aim is not to domy ownwill, but the will of himwho sentme.
31 ‘If I bear testimony tomyself, my testimony is not trustworthy;
32 it is another who bears testimony to me, and I know that the testimony which

he bears tome is trustworthy.
33You have yourselves sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.
34But the testimony which I receive is not from people; I am saying this for your

salvation.
35Hewas the Lamp that was burning and shining, and you were ready to rejoice,

for a time, in his light.
36 But the testimony which I have is of greater weight than John’s; for the work

that the Father has given me to carry out – the work that I am doing – is in itself
proof that the Father has sentme as hismessenger.

37 The Father who has sent me has himself borne testimony to me. You have
neither listened to his voice nor seen his form,

38 and you have not taken his message home to your hearts, because you do not
believe himwhomhe sent as hismessenger.

39 You search the scriptures, because you think that you find in them immortal
life; and, though it is those scriptures that bear testimony tome,

40you refuse to come tome to have life.
41 ‘I do not receive honour from people,
42but I know this of you, that you have not the love of God in your hearts.
43 I have come inmy Father’s name, and you do not receive me; if another comes

in his own name, youwill receive him.
44How can you believe inme, when you receive honour from one another and do

not desire the honour which comes from the only God?
45Donot thinkthat Iwill accuseyouto theFather; youraccuser isMoses, onwhom

you have been resting your hopes.
46For, had you believedMoses, youwould have believedme, for it was ofme that

Moses wrote;
47but, if you do not believe his writings, howwill you believemy teaching?’

6
1After this, Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee – otherwise called the Lake of Tiberias.
2 A great crowd of people, however, followed him, because they saw the signs of his

mission in his work among those whowere sick.
3 Jesus went up the hill, and sat down there with his disciples.
4 It was near the time of the Jewish Festival of the Passover.
5 Looking up, and noticing that a great crowd was coming towards him, Jesus said to

Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’
6He said this to test him, for he himself knewwhat hemeant to do.
7 ‘Even ifwe spent a years’wages on bread,’ answered Philip, ‘it would not be enough for

each of them to have a little.’
8 ‘There is a boy here,’ said Andrew, another of his disciples, Simon Peter’s brother,
9 ‘Who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what is that for so many?’
10 ‘Make the people sit down,’ said Jesus. It was a grassy spot; so the people, who

numbered about five thousand, sat down,
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11and then Jesus took the loaves, and, after saying the thanksgiving, distributed them to
thosewhowere sitting down; and the samewith thefish, giving the people asmuch as they
wanted.

12When theywere satisfied, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Collect the broken pieces that
are left, so that nothingmay bewasted.’

13The disciples did so, and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves,
which were left after all had eaten.

14 When the people saw the signs which Jesus gave, they said, ‘This is certainly the
prophet whowas to come into the world.’

15 But Jesus, having discovered that they were intending to come and carry him off to
make him king, went again up the hill, quite alone.

16When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea,
17 and, getting into a boat, began to cross to Capernaum. By this time darkness had set

in, and Jesus had not yet come back to them;
18 the sea, too, was getting rough, for a strong wind was blowing.
19When they had rowed three or four miles, they caught sight of him walking on the

water and approaching the boat, and they were frightened.
20But Jesus said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid!’
21And after this theywere glad to take him into the boat; and the boat at once arrived off

the shore, for which they had beenmaking.

22 The people who remained on the other side of the sea had seen that only one boat
had been there, and that Jesus had not gone into it with his disciples, but that they had left
without him.

23 Some boats, however, had come from Tiberias, from near the spot where they had
eaten the bread after the Master had said the thanksgiving.

24So, on thenextday,when thepeople sawthat Jesuswasnot there, orhisdisciples either,
they themselves got into the boats, and went to Capernaum to look for him.

25And, when they found him on the other side of the sea, they said, ‘When did you get
here, Rabbi?’

26 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘it is not because of the signs which you saw
thatyouare lookingforme,butbecauseyouhadthebreadtoeatandweresatisfied.

27Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that lasts for eternal life,
which the Son ofManwill give you; for onhim the Father –Godhimself –has set the
seal of his approval.’

28 ‘How,’ they asked, ‘are we to do the work that God wants us to do?’
29 ‘The work that God wants you to do,’ answered Jesus, ‘is to believe in himwhom

God sent as hismessenger.’
30 ‘What sign, then,’ they asked, ‘are you giving, which we may see, and so believe you?

What is the work that you are doing?
31Our ancestors had the manna to eat in the desert; as scripture says – “He gave them

bread from heaven to eat.” ’
32 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘Moses did not give you the bread fromheaven,

butmy Father does give you the true bread fromheaven;
33 for the bread that God gives is that which comes down from heaven, and gives

life to the world.’
34 ‘Master,’ they exclaimed, ‘give us that bread always!’
35 ‘I am the life-giving bread,’ Jesus said to them, ‘whoever comes to me will never

be hungry, andwhoever believes inmewill never thirst again.
36But, as I have said already, you have seenme, and yet you do not believe inme.
37All those whom the Father gives me will come to me; and no one who comes to

mewill I ever turn away.
38For I have come down from heaven, to do, not my own will, but the will of him

who sentme;
39andhiswill is this – that I shouldnot loseoneof all thosewhomhehas givenme,

but should raise themup at the Last day.
40 For it is the will of my Father that everyone who sees the Son, and believes in

him, should have immortal life; and Imyself will raise him up at the Last day.’
41The people beganmurmuring against Jesus for saying – “I am thebreadwhich came

down fromheaven.”
42 ‘Is not this Jesus, Joseph’s son,’ they asked, ‘whose father and mother we know? How

is it that he now says that he has come down from heaven?’
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43 ‘Do notmurmur among yourselves,’ said Jesus in reply.
44 ‘No one can come tome, unless the Father who sent me draws him tome; and I

will raise him up at the Last day.
45 It is said in the prophets – “And theywill all be taught byGod.” Everyonewho is

taught by the Father and learns from him comes tome.
46Not that anyone has seen the Father, except himwho is fromGod – he has seen

the Father.
47 In truth I tell you, the personwho believes inme has eternal life.
48 I am the life-giving bread.
49Your ancestors ate themanna in the desert, and yet died.
50 The bread that comes down from heaven is such that whoever eats of it will

never die.
51 I am the living bread that has come down from heaven. If anyone eats of this

bread, they will live for ever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will
give for the life of the world.’

52 They began disputing with one another, ‘How is it possible for this man to give us his
flesh to eat?’

53 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man,
and drink his blood, you have not life within you.

54Everyone who takes my flesh for their food, and drinks my blood, has eternal
life; and I will raise themup at the Last day.

55Formy flesh is true food, andmy blood true drink.
56 Everyone who takes my flesh for their food, and drinks my blood, remains

united tome, and I to them.
57As the living Father sent me as his messenger, and as I live because the Father

lives, so the personwho takesme for their foodwill live because I live.
58 That is the bread which has come down from heaven – not such as your

ancestors ate, and yet died; the personwho takes this bread for their foodwill live
for ever.’

59All this Jesus said in a synagogue, when he was teaching in Capernaum.
60Onhearing it,manyof his disciples said, ‘This is harshdoctrine! Who canbear to listen

to it?’
61But Jesus, aware that his disciples weremurmuring about it, said to them,
62 ‘Is this a hindrance to you? What, then, if you should see the Son of Man

ascending where he was before?
63 It is the Spirit that gives life; human strength achieves nothing. In the teaching

that I have been giving you there is Spirit and there is life.
64Yet there are some of youwho do not believe inme.’ For Jesus knew from the first

who they were that did not believe in him, and who it was that would betray him;
65and he added, ‘This is why I told you that no one can come tome, unless enabled

by the Father.’
66After this many of his disciples drew back, and did not go about with him any longer.
67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘Do you also wish to leaveme?’
68 But Simon Peter answered, ‘Master, to whom would we go? Eternal life is in your

teaching;
69andwe have learned to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.’
70 ‘Didn’t Imyself choose you to be the Twelve?’ replied Jesus, ‘and yet, even of you,

one is playing the devil’s part.’
71He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who was about to betray him, though he

was one of the Twelve.

7
1 After this, Jesus went about in Galilee, for he would not do so in Judea, because the

religious authorities (in Jerusalem) were eager to put him to death.
2When the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was near,
3his brothers said to him, ‘Leave this part of the country, and go into Judea, so that your

disciples, as well as we, may see the work that you are doing.
4For no one does a thing privately, if they are seeking to be widely known. Since you do

these things, you should show yourself publicly to the world.’
5For even his brothers did not believe in him.
6 ‘My time,’ answered Jesus, ‘is not come yet, but your time is always here.
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7 The world cannot hate you, but it does hate me, because I testify that its ways
are evil.

8Go yourselves up to the Festival; I am not going to this Festival yet, because my
time has not yet come.’

9After telling them this, he stayed on in Galilee.
10But, when his brothers had gone up to the Festival, Jesus also went up – not publicly,

but privately.
11The authorities were looking for him at the Festival and asking “Where is he?”;
12and thereweremanywhispers abouthimamong thepeople, somesaying “He is a good

man;” others, “No! He is leading the people astray.”
13No one, however, spoke freely about him, because they were afraid of the authorities.

14About themiddleof theFestivalweek, Jesuswentup into theTempleCourts, andbegan
teaching.

15 The authorities were astonished. ‘How has this man got his learning,’ they asked,
‘when he has never studied?’

16 So, in reply, Jesus said, ‘My teaching is notmy own; it is his who sentme.
17 If anyone has thewill to doGod’s will, theywill find outwhethermy teaching is

fromGod, or whether I speak onmy own authority.
18 The person who speaks on their own authority seeks honour for themselves;

but the one who seeks the honour of him who sent him is sincere, and there is
nothing false in him.

19Was not it Moses who gave you the Law? Yet not one of you obeys it! Why are
you seeking to putme to death?’

20 ‘Youmust be possessed by a demon!’ the people exclaimed. ‘Who is seeking to put you
to death?’

21 ‘There was one thing I did,’ replied Jesus, ‘at which you are all still wondering.
22But that iswhyMoses has instituted circumcision among you –not, indeed, that

it began with him, but with our ancestors – and that is why you circumcise even on
a Sabbath.

23When a man receives circumcision on a Sabbath to prevent the Law of Moses
frombeingbroken, howcanyoubeangrywithme formakingamansoundandwell
on a Sabbath?

24Do not judge by appearances; judge justly.’
25At this some of the people of Jerusalem exclaimed, ‘Is not this the man who they are

seeking to put to death?
26Yet here he is, speaking out boldly, and they say nothing to him! Is it possible that our

leadingmen have really discovered that he is the Christ?
27Yet we knowwhere this man is from; but, when the Christ comes, no one will be able

to tell where he is from.’
28 Therefore, Jesus, as he was teaching in the Temple Courts, raised his voice and said,

‘Yes; you knowme and you know where I am from. Yet I have not come onmy own
authority, but he who sentmemay be trusted; and him you do not know.

29 I do know him, for it is from him that I have come, and he sent me as his
messenger.’

30 So they sought to arrest him; but no one touched him, for his time was not come yet.
31Many of the people, however, believed in him. ‘When the Christ comes,’ they said, ‘will

he give more signs of his mission than this man has given?’
32 The Pharisees heard the people whispering about him in this way, and so the chief

priests and the Pharisees sent officers to arrest him;
33 at which Jesus said, ‘I will be with you but a little longer, and then I am going to

himwho sentme.
34Youwill look forme, and youwill not findme; and youwill not be able to come

where I will be.’
35 ‘Where is this man going,’ the people asked one another, ‘that we would not find him?

Will he go to our countrymen abroad, and teach foreigners?
36What does hemean by saying “Youwill look forme, and youwill not findme; and

youwill not be able to comewhere I will be”?’

37On the last and greatest day of the Festival, Jesus, who was standing by, exclaimed, ‘If
anyone is thirsty, they should come tome and drink.
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38Fromtheheartof thosewhobelieve inmewillflow,as is said inscripture, rivers
of living water.’

39 (By this hemeant the Spirit, which thosewho had believed in himwere to receive; for
the Spirit had not yet come, because Jesus had not yet been exalted.)

40Someof the people, when they heard thesewords, said, ‘This is certainly the Prophet!’;
41others said, ‘the Christ!’; but some asked, ‘What! Does the Christ come from Galilee?
42 Is not it said in scripture that it is of the descendants of David, and from Bethlehem,

the village to which David belonged, that the Christ is to come?’
43 So there was a sharp division among the people because of Jesus.
44 Some of themwanted to arrest him, and yet no one touched him.
45When the officers returned to the chief priests and Pharisees, they were asked, ‘Why

have you not brought him?’
46 ‘No one ever spoke as he speaks!’ they answered.
47 ‘What! Have you been led astray too?’ the Pharisees replied.
48 ‘Have any of our leadingmen believed in him, or any of the Pharisees?
49As for these people who do not know the Law – they are cursed!’
50 But one of their number, Nicodemus, who before this had been to see Jesus, said to

them,
51 ‘Does our Law pass judgment on a person without first giving them a hearing, and

finding out what they have been doing?’
52 ‘Are you also from Galilee?’ they retorted. ‘Search, and you will find that no prophet

is to arise in Galilee!’
53And everyone went home

8
1 except Jesus, who went to theMount of Olives*.
2But hewent again into the Temple Courts early in themorning, and all the people came

to him; and he sat down and taught them.
3 Presently, however, the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees brought a woman who

had been caught in adultery, and placed her in themiddle of the Court,
4and said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this womanwas found in the act of adultery.
5 Now Moses, in the Law, commanded us to stone such women to death; what do you

say?’
6 They said this to test him, in order to have a charge to bring against him. But Jesus

stooped down, and wrote on the groundwith his finger.
7However, as they continued asking him, he raised himself, and said, ‘Let the person

among youwho has never done wrong throw the first stone at her.’
8And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
9When they heard that, they went out one by one, beginning with the eldest; and Jesus

was left alone with the woman in themiddle of the Court.
10Raising himself, Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,where are they? Did no one condemnyou?’
11 ‘No one, Sir,’ she answered.
‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go, and do not sin again.’
12 Jesus again addressed the people. ‘I am the light of theworld,’ he said. ‘The person

who followsmewill not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’
13 ‘You are bearing testimony to yourself!’ exclaimed the Pharisees, ‘your testimony is

not trustworthy.’
14 ‘Even if I bear testimony to myself,’ answered Jesus, ‘my testimony is trustwor-

thy; for Iknowwhere Icamefrom,andwhere Iamgoing; butyoudonotknowwhere
I come from, nor where I am going.

15You judge by appearances; I judge no one.
16Yet, even if I were to judge, my judgment would be trustworthy; because I am

not alone, but the Father who sentme is withme.
17Why, inyourownLaw it is said that the testimonyof twopersons is trustworthy.
18 I, whobear testimony tomyself, amone, and the Fatherwho sentmealso bears

testimony tome.’
19 ‘Where is your father, then?’ they asked. ‘You know neither me nor my Father,’

replied Jesus. ‘If you had knownme, youwould have also knownmy Father.’

* 8:1 This passage is inserted in some manuscripts from an ancient source, and found either after John 7:53 or after
Luke 21:38 or elsewhere.
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20These statements Jesusmade in the Treasury, while teaching in the Temple Courts. Yet
no one arrested him, for his time had not then come.

21 Jesus again spoke to the people. ‘I am going away,’ he said, ‘and you will look for
me, but youwill die in your sin; you cannot comewhere I am going.’

22 ‘Is he going to kill himself,’ thepeople exclaimed, ‘that he says – “Youcannot gowhere
I am going”?’

23 ‘You,’ added Jesus, ‘are from below, I am from above; you are of this present
world, I am not;

24 and so I told you that you would die in your sins, for, unless you believe that I
amwhat I am, youwill die in your sins.’

25 ‘Who are you?’ they asked. ‘Why ask exactly what I have been telling you?’ said
Jesus.

26 ‘I have still much that concerns you to speak of and to pass judgment on; yet he
whosentmemaybe trusted, and I speak to theworldonlyof the thingswhich Ihave
heard fromhim.’

27They did not understand that hemeant the Father.
28 So Jesus added, ‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will under-

stand that I am what I am, and that I do nothing of myself, but that I say just what
the Father has taughtme.

29Moreover, he who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone; for I always do
what pleases him.’

30While he was speaking in this way, many came to believe in him.
31 So Jesus went on to say to those who had believed him, ‘If you remain constant to

mymessage, you are trulymy disciples;
32and youwill find out the truth, and the truth will set you free.’
33 ‘We are descendants of Abraham,’ was their answer, ‘and have never yet been in

slavery to anyone. What do youmean by saying “youwill be set free”?’
34 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘everyone who sins is a slave to sin.
35And a slave does not remain in the home always; but a son remains always.
36 If, then, the Son sets you free, youwill be free indeed!
37 I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you are seeking to put me to

death, becausemymessage finds no place in your hearts.
38 I tell you what I havemyself seen in the presence of my Father; and you, in the

sameway, do what you have learned from your father.’
39 ‘Our father is Abraham,’was their answer. ‘If you are Abraham’s children,’ replied

Jesus, ‘dowhat Abrahamdid.
40 But, as it is, you are seeking to put me to death – a man who has told you the

truth as he heard it fromGod. Abrahamdid not act in that way.
41You are doing what your own father does.’
‘We are not bastards,’ they said, ‘we have one Father – God himself.’
42 ‘If Godwere your Father,’ Jesus replied, ‘youwould have lovedme, for I cameout

from God, and now am here; and I have not come of myself, but he sent me as his
messenger.

43How is it that you do not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear
to listen tomymessage.

44As for you, you are children of your father the devil, and you are determined
to do what your father loves to do. He was a murderer from the first, and did not
standby the truth, because there isno truth inhim. Wheneverhe lies, hedoeswhat
is natural to him; because he is a liar, and the father of lying.

45But, as forme, it is because I speak the truth to you that you do not believeme.
46Which of you can convict me of sin? Why then don’t you believe me, if I am

speaking truth?
47The person who comes from God listens to God’s teaching; the reason why you

do not listen is because you do not come fromGod.’
48 ‘Aren’t we right, after all,’ replied the people, ‘in saying that you are a Samaritan, and

are possessed by a demon?’
49 ‘I amnot possessed by a demon,’ Jesus answered, ‘but I amhonouringmy Father;

and yet you dishonourme.
50Not that I amseekinghonour formyself; there is onewho is seekingmyhonour,

and he decides.
51 In truth I tell you, if anyone laysmymessage to heart, he will never really die.’
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52 ‘Now we are sure that you are possessed by a demon,’ the people replied. ‘Abraham
died, and so did the prophets; and yet you say “If anyone laysmymessage toheart, they
will never know death.”

53 Are you greater than our ancestor Abraham, who died? And the prophets died too.
Whom do youmake yourself out to be?’

54 ‘If I do honour to myself,’ answered Jesus, ‘such honour counts for nothing. It is
my Father who doesme honour – and you say that he is your God;

55and yet you have not learned to know him; but I know him; and, if I were to say
that I do not know him, I should be a liar like you; but I do know him, and I lay his
message to heart.

56 Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; and he did see it,
andwas glad.’

57 ‘You are not fifty years old yet,’ the people exclaimed, ‘and have you seen Abraham?’
58 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘before Abraham existed I was.’
59At this they took up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and left the Temple

Courts.

9
1As Jesus passed by, he saw amanwho had been blind from his birth.
2 ‘Rabbi,’ asked his disciples, ‘whowas it that sinned, thisman or his parents, that hewas

born blind?’
3 ‘Neither themannor theparents,’ replied Jesus, ‘buthewasbornblind so that the

work of God should bemade plain in him.
4Wemust do the work of himwho sent me, while it is day; night is coming, when

no one canwork.
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’
6Saying this, Jesus spat on the ground,made somepastewith the saliva, and put it on the

man’s eyes.
7 ‘Go,’ he said, ‘and wash your eyes in the Bath of Siloam’ (a word which means

“messenger”). So themanwent and washed his eyes, and returned able to see.
8 His neighbours, and those who had formerly known him by sight as a beggar,

exclaimed, ‘Is not this themanwho used to sit and beg?’
9 ‘Yes,’ some said, ‘it is’; while others said, ‘No, but he is like him.’ The man himself said,

‘I am he.’
10 ‘How did you get your sight, then?’ they asked.
11 ‘The man whom they call Jesus,’ he answered, ‘made a paste, and anointed my eyes,

and said to me “Go to Siloam and wash your eyes.” So I went and washed my eyes, and
gainedmy sight.’

12 ‘Where is he?’ they asked. ‘I do not know,’ he answered.
13They took theman, who had been blind, to the Pharisees.
14Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the paste and gave him his sight.
15 So the Pharisees also questioned the man as to how he had gained his sight. ‘He put a

paste onmy eyes,’ he answered, ‘and I washed them, and I can see.’
16 ‘The man cannot be from God,’ said some of the Pharisees, ‘for he does not keep the

Sabbath.’
‘How is it possible,’ retorted others, ‘for a badman to give signs like this?’
17So therewas a difference of opinion among them, and they again questioned theman.

‘What do you yourself say about him, for it is to you that he has given sight?’
18The religious authorities, however, refused to believe that he had been blind and had

gained his sight, until they had called his parents and questioned them.
19 ‘Is this your son,’ they asked, ‘who you say was born blind? If so, how is it that he can

see now?’
20 ‘We know that this is our son,’ answered the parents, ‘and that he was born blind;
21but how it is that he can see nowwedonot know; nor doweknowwho itwas that gave

him his sight. Ask him – he is old enough – he will tell you about himself.’
22 His parents spoke in this way because they were afraid of the authorities; for the

authorities had already agreed that, if anyone should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, he
should be expelled from their synagogues.

23This was why his parents said “He is old enough; ask him.”
24So the authorities again called themanwhohad been blind, and said to him, ‘GiveGod

the praise; we know that this is a badman.’
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25 ‘I know nothing about his being a bad man,’ he replied. ‘One thing I do know, that
although I was blind, now I can see.’

26 ‘What did he do to you?’ they asked. ‘How did he give you your sight?’
27 ‘I told you just now,’ he answered, ‘and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it

again? Surely you also do not want to become his disciples?’
28 ‘You are his disciple,’ they retorted scornfully. ‘But we are disciples of Moses.
29We know that God spoke to Moses; but, as for this man, we do not know where he

comes from.’
30 ‘Well,’ the man replied, ‘this is very strange; you do not know where he comes from,

and yet he has givenmemy sight!
31We know that God never listens to bad people, but, when a person is god-fearing and

does God’s will, God listens to them.
32 Since the world began, such a thing was never heard of as anyone’s giving sight to a

person born blind.
33 If this man had not been from God, he could not have done anything at all.’
34 ‘You,’ they retorted, ‘were born totally depraved; and are you trying to teach us?’ So

they expelled him.
35 Jesus heard of their having put him out; and, when he had found the man, he asked,

‘Do you believe in the Son ofMan?’
36 ‘Tell me who he is, Sir,’ he replied, ‘so that I may believe in him.’
37 ‘Not only have you seen him,’ said Jesus, ‘but it is hewho is now speaking to you.’
38 ‘Then, Sir, I do believe,’ said theman, bowing to the ground before him;
39 and Jesus added, ‘It was to put people to the test that I came into this world,

in order that those that cannot see should see, and that those that can see should
become blind.’

40Hearing this, some of the Pharisees whowere with him said, ‘Then are we blind too?’
41 ‘If you had been blind,’ replied Jesus, ‘you would have had no sin to answer for;

but, as it is, you say “We can see,” and so your sin remains.

10
1 In truth I tell you, whoever does not go into the sheepfold through the door, but

climbs up at some other place, that person is a thief and a robber;
2but the personwho goes in through the door is shepherd to the sheep.
3For him the watchman opens the door; and the sheep listen to his voice; and he

calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.
4 When he has brought them all out, he walks in front of them, and his sheep

follow him, because they know his voice.
5Theywill not follow a stranger, butwill run away fromhim; because they do not

know a stranger’s voice.’
6This was the allegory that Jesus told them, but they did not understand of what he was

speaking.
7 So he continued, ‘In truth I tell you, I am the door for the sheep.
8All who came before me were thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not listen

to them.
9 I am the door; he who goes in throughme will be safe, and he will go in and out

and find pasture.
10 The thief comes only to steal, to kill, and to destroy; I have come so that they

may have life, andmay have it in greater fullness.
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.
12 The hired man who is not a shepherd, and who does not own the sheep, when

he sees a wolf coming, leaves them and runs away; then the wolf seizes them, and
scatters the flock.

13He does this because he is only a hiredman and does not care about the sheep.
14 I am the good shepherd; and I knowmy sheep, andmy sheep knowme –
15 Just as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay downmy life for

the sheep.
16 I have other sheep besides, which do not belong to this fold; I must lead them

also, and they will listen to my voice; and they will become one flock under one
shepherd.

17This is why the Father lovesme, because I lay downmy life – to receive it again.



John 10:18 309 John 11:9

18 No one took it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay
it down, and I have authority to receive it again. This is the command which I
received frommy Father.’

19 In consequence of these words a difference of opinion again arose among the people.
20Many of them said, ‘He is possessed by a demon and ismad; why do you listen to him?’
21Others said, ‘This is not the teaching of onewho is possessed by a demon. Can a demon

give sight to the blind?’

22 Soon after this the Festival of the Rededication was held at Jerusalem.
23 It was winter; and Jesus was walking in the Temple Courts, in the Colonnade of

Solomon,
24when the people gathered round him, and said, ‘How long are you going to keep us in

suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us so frankly.’
25 ‘I have told you so,’ replied Jesus, ‘and you do not believeme. Thework that I am

doing inmy Father’s name bears testimony tome.
26But you do not believeme, because you are not ofmy flock.
27My sheep listen tomy voice; I know them, and they followme;
28 and I give them eternal life, and they will not be lost; nor will anyone snatch

them out ofmy hands.
29WhatmyFatherhasentrusted tome ismore thanall else; andnoonecansnatch

anything out of the Father’s hands.
30The Father and I are one.’
31 Some of the people again brought stones to throw at him;
32 and seeing this, Jesus said, ‘I have done before your eyes many good actions,

inspired by the Father; for which of themwould you stoneme?’
33 ‘It is not for any good action that we would stone you,’ they answered, ‘but for

blasphemy; and because you, who are only aman, make yourself out to be God.’
34 ‘Are there not,’ replied Jesus, ‘these words in your Law – “I said, You are gods”?
35 If those to whom God’s word were addressed were said to be “gods” – and

scripture cannot be set aside –
36do you say of one whom the Father has consecrated and sent as his messenger

to the world “You are blaspheming,” because I said “I amGod’s Son”?
37 If I am not doing the work thatmy Father is doing, do not believeme;
38 if I am doing it, even though you do not believe me, believe what that work

shows; so that you may understand, and understand more and more clearly, that
the Father is in unionwithme, and I with the Father.’

39The authorities again sought to arrest him; but he escaped their hands.

40 Then Jesus again crossed the Jordan to the place where John used to baptise at first,
and stayed there some time, during whichmany people came to see him.

41 ‘John gave no sign of his mission,’ they said. ‘But everything that he said about this
manwas true.’

42Andmany learned to believe in Jesus there.

11
1Now a man named Lazarus, of Bethany, was lying ill; he belonged to the same village

as Mary and her sister Martha.
2ThisMary, whose brother Lazaruswas ill, was theMarywho anointed theMaster with

perfume, and wiped his feet with her hair.
3The sisters, therefore, sent this message to Jesus – “Master, your friend is ill”;
4 and, when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness is not to end in death, but is to

redound to the honour of God, in order that the Son of God may be honoured
through it.’

5 Jesus lovedMartha and her sister, and Lazarus.
6Yet, when he heard of the illness of Lazarus, he still stayed two days in the place where

he was.
7Then, after that, he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’
8 ‘Rabbi,’ they replied, ‘the authorities there were but just now seeking to stone you; and

are you going there again?’
9 ‘Are not there twelve hours in the day?’ answered Jesus. ‘If someonewalks about

in the daytime, they don’t stumble, because they can see the light of the sun;
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10but, if they walk about at night, they stumble, because they have not the light.’
11And, when he had said this, he added, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I

am going so that I maywake him.’
12 ‘If he has fallen asleep, Master, he will get well,’ said the disciples.
13 But Jesus meant that he was dead; they, however, supposed that he was speaking of

natural sleep.
14Then he said to them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead;
15 and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may learn to

believe inme. But let us go to him.’
16At this, Thomas, whowas called “The Twin,” said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let us go too,

so that wemay die with him.’
17When Jesus reached the place, he found that Lazarus had been four days in the tomb

already.
18Bethany being only about twomiles from Jerusalem,
19a number of the people had come there to comfort Martha andMary because of their

brother’s death.
20WhenMarthaheard that Jesuswas coming, shewent tomeet him; butMary sat quietly

at home.
21 ‘Master,’Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22Even now, I know that God will grant you whatever you ask him.’
23 ‘Your brother will rise to life,’ said Jesus.
24 ‘I know that he will,’ repliedMartha, ‘in the resurrection at the Last day.’
25 ‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ said Jesus. ‘He who believes in me will live,

though he die;
26and hewho lives and believes inmewill never die. Do you believe this?’
27 ‘Yes Master,’ she answered. ‘I have learned to believe that you are the Christ, the Son

of God, whowas to come into the world.’
28After saying this,Marthawent and called her sisterMary, andwhispered, ‘The teacher

is here, and is asking for you.’
29As soon as Mary heard that, she got up quickly, and went to meet him.
30 Jesus had not then come into the village, but was still at the place where Martha had

met him.
31 So the people, who were in the house with Mary, comforting her, when they saw her

get up quickly and go out, followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep
there.

32WhenMary camewhere Jesuswas and sawhim, she threwherself at his feet. ‘Master,’
she exclaimed, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died!’

33When Jesus sawherweeping, and the peoplewhohad comewith herweeping also, he
groaned deeply, and was greatly distressed.

34 ‘Where have you buried him?’ he asked. ‘Come and see, Master,’ they answered.
35 Jesus burst into tears.
36 ‘How hemust have loved him!’ the people exclaimed;
37but some of them said, ‘Could not thisman, who gave sight to the blindman, have also

prevented Lazarus from dying?’
38Again groaning inwardly, Jesus came to the tomb. Itwas a cave, and a stone lay against

the mouth of it.
39 ‘Move the stone away,’ said Jesus. ‘Master,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man,

‘by this time the smell must be offensive, for this is the fourth day since his death.’
40 ‘Didn’t I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘that, if you would believe in me, you should see

the glory of God?’
41 So they moved the stone away; and Jesus, with uplifted eyes, said, ‘Father, I thank

you that you have heardmy prayer.
42I knowthatyoualwayshearme; but I say this for the sakeof thepeople standing

near, so that theymay believe that you have sentme as yourmessenger.’
43Then, after saying this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus! Come out!’
44The deadman came out, wrapped hand and foot in a winding-sheet; his face, too, had

been wrapped in a cloth. ‘Set him free,’ said Jesus, ‘and let him go.’

45 In consequence of this, many of the people, who had come to visit Mary and had seen
what Jesus did, put their faith in him.

46 Some of them, however, went to the Pharisees, and told themwhat he had done.
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47 The chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the High Council, and said,
‘What are we to do, now that this man is giving somany signs?

48 If we allow him to continue as we are doing, everyone will believe in him; and the
Romans will come andwill take from us both our Temple and our nation.’

49One of them, however, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them,
50 ‘You are utterly mistaken. You do not consider that it is better for you that one person

should die for the people, rather than the whole nation should be destroyed.’
51Now he did not say this of his own accord; but, as high priest that year, he prophesied

that Jesus was to die for the nation –
52And not for the nation only, but also that he might unite in one body the children of

God now scattered far and wide.
53 So from that day they plotted to put Jesus to death.

54 In consequence of this, Jesus did not go about publicly among the people any more,
but left and went into the country bordering on the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim,
where he stayed with his disciples.

55But the Jewish Festival of the Passover was near; and many people had gone up from
the country to Jerusalem, for their purification, before the Festival began.

56 So they looked for Jesus there, and said to one another, as they stood in the Temple
Courts, ‘What do you think? Do you think he will come to the Festival?’

57The chief priests and the Pharisees had already issued orders that, if anyone learned
where Jesus was, he should give information, so that theymight arrest him.

12
The Last Days

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead, was living.

2 There a supper was given in his honour at which Martha waited, while Lazarus was
one of those present at the table.

3 So Mary took a pound of choice spikenard perfume of great value, and anointed the
feet of Jesus with it, and then wiped them with her hair. The whole house was filled with
the scent of the perfume.

4One of the disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was about to betray Jesus, asked,
5 ‘Whywasnot thisperfumesold forayear’swages, and themoneygiven topoorpeople?’
6He said this, not because he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and, being

in charge of the purse, used to take what was put in it.
7 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus, ‘so that shemay keep it until the day whenmy body

is being prepared for burial.
8The poor you always have with you, but youwill not always haveme.’
9Nowgreatnumbersofpeople foundout that JesuswasatBethany; and they came there,

not only because of him, but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
10The chief priests, however, plotted to put Lazarus, as well as Jesus, to death,
11because itwas owing tohim thatmanyof thepeoplehad left them, andwerebecoming

believers in Jesus.
12On the following day great numbers of people who had come to the Festival, hearing

that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, took palm branches,
13 and went out to meet him, shouting as they went, ‘God save him! Blessed is he who

comes in the name of the Lord – the king of Israel!’
14 Having found a young donkey, Jesus seated himself on it, in accordance with the

passage of scripture –
15 “Fear not, people of Zion. Your king is coming to you, sitting on the foal of a donkey.”
16 His disciples did not understand all this at first; but, when Jesus had been exalted,

then they remembered that these things had been said of him in scripture, and that they
had done these things for him.

17Meanwhile the people who were with him, when he called Lazarus out of the tomb
and raised him from the dead, were telling what they had seen.

18This, indeed,waswhy thecrowdmethim –becausepeoplehadheard thathehadgiven
this sign of his mission.

19 So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘You see that you are gaining nothing! Why, all
the world has run after him!’

20Among those whowere going up to worship at the Festival were some Greeks,
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21whowent to Philip of Bethsaida in Galilee, and said, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’
22Philip went and told Andrew, and then together they went and told Jesus.
23This was his reply – ‘The time has come for the Son ofMan to be exalted.
24 In truth I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it

remains solitary; but, if it dies, it becomes fruitful.
25A personwho loves their life loses it; while someonewho hates their life in the

present world will preserve it for eternal life.
26 If someone is ready to serveme, let them followme; and where I am, theremy

servant will be also. If a person is ready to serveme,my Father will honour them.
27Now I amdistressed at heart andwhat can I say? Father, bringme safe through

this hour – yet it was for this reason that I came to this hour –
28Father, honouryourownname.’ At this there cameavoice fromheaven,which said,

‘I have already honoured it, and I will honour it again.’
29 The crowd of bystanders, who heard the sound, said that it was thundering. Others

said, ‘An angel has been speaking to him.’
30 ‘It was not formy sake that the voice came,’ said Jesus, ‘but for yours.
31Now this world is on its trial. Now the Spirit that is ruling this world will be

driven out;
32and I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people tomyself.’
33By these words he indicated what death he was destined to die.
34 ‘We,’ replied the people, ‘have learned from the Law that the Christ is to remain for

ever; how is it, then, that you say that the Son of Manmust be “lifted up”Who is this “Son
of Man”?’

35 ‘Only a little while longer,’ answered Jesus, ‘will you have the light among you.
Travel on while you have the light, so that darkness may not overtake you; he who
travels in the darkness does not knowwhere he is going.

36While you still have the light, believe in the light, so that you may be children
of light.’ After he had said this, Jesus went away, and hid himself from them.

37 But, though Jesus had given so many signs of his mission before their eyes, they still
did not believe in him,

38 in fulfilment of the words of the prophet Isaiah, where he says – “Lord, who has
believed our teaching? And to whom has themight of the Lord been revealed?”

39 The reason why they were unable to believe is given by Isaiah elsewhere, in these
words –

40 “He has blinded their eyes, and blunted their mind, so that they should not see with
their eyes, and perceive with their mind, and turn – And I should heal them.”

41 Isaiah said this, because he saw Christ’s glory; and it was of him that he spoke.
42Yet for all this, even among the leading men there were many who came to believe in

Jesus; but, because of the Pharisees, they did not acknowledge it, because theywere afraid
that they should be expelled from their synagogues;

43 for they valued honour from people more than honour from God.
44But Jesus had proclaimed, ‘He who believes in me believes, not in me, but in him

who sentme;
45and hewho seesme sees himwho sentme.
46 I have come as a light into the world, so that no one who believes in me should

remain in the darkness.
47When anyone hearsmy teaching and pays no heed to it, I amnot his judge; for I

came not to judge the world, but to save the world.
48 He who rejects me, and disregards my teaching, has a judge already – the

message which I have deliveredwill itself be his judge at the Last day.
49For Ihavenotdelivered itonmyownauthority; but theFather,whosentme,has

himself givenme his command as to what I should say, and what message I should
deliver.

50And I know that eternal life lies in keeping his command. Therefore, whatever
I say, I say only what the Father has taughtme.’

13
1Before the Passover Festival began, Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave

the world and go to the Father. He had loved those whowere his own in the world, and he
loved them to the last.
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2The devil had already put the thought of betraying Jesus into themind of Judas Iscariot,
the son of Simon;

3 and at supper, Jesus – although knowing that the Father had put everything into his
hands, and that he had come from God, and was to return to God –

4 rose from his place, and, taking off his upper garments, tied a towel round his waist.
5He then poured somewater into the basin, and began towash the disciples’ feet, and to

wipe themwith the towel which was tied round him.
6Whenhe came to Simon Peter, Peter said, ‘You,Master! Are you going towashmy feet?’
7 ‘You do not understand nowwhat I amdoing,’ replied Jesus, ‘but youwill learn by

and by.’
8 ‘You will never wash my feet!’ exclaimed Peter. ‘Unless I wash you,’ answered Jesus,

‘you have nothing in commonwithme.’
9 ‘Then, Master, not my feet only,’ exclaimed Simon Peter, ‘but also my hands and my

head.’
10 ‘Hewho has bathed,’ replied Jesus, ‘has no need towash, unless it be his feet, but

is altogether clean; and you,’ he said to the disciples, ‘are clean, yet not all of you.’
11For he knewwhowas going to betray him, and that was why he said “You are not all

clean.”
12When he had washed their feet, and had put on his upper garments and taken his

place, he spoke to them again. ‘Do you understandwhat I have been doing to you?’ he
asked.

13 ‘You yourselves call me “the teacher” and “the Master”, and you are right, for I
am both.

14If I, then – “theMaster”and “theteacher” –havewashedyourfeet, youalsoought
to wash one another’s feet;

15 for I have given you an example, so that youmay do just as I have done to you.
16 In truth I tell you, a servant is not greater than their master, neither is a

messenger greater than the onewho sends them.
17Now that you know these things, happy are you if you do them.
18 I am not speaking about all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but this is in

fulfilment of thewords of scripture – “He that is eatingmy bread has lifted his heel
againstme.”

19For the future Iwill tell you of things before they take place, so that, when they
take place, youmay believe that I amwhat I am.

20 In truth I tell you, the onewho receives anyone that I send receivesme; and the
personwho receivesme receives himwho sentme.’

21After saying this, Jesuswasmuch troubled, and said solemnly, ‘In truth I tell you that
it is one of youwhowill betrayme.’

22The disciples looked at one another, wondering whom hemeant.
23Next to Jesus, in the place on his right hand, was one of his disciples, whom he loved.
24 So Simon Peter made signs to that disciple, and whispered, ‘Tell me who it is that he

means.’
25Being in this position, that disciple leant back on Jesus’ shoulder, and asked him, ‘Who

is it, Master?’
26 ‘It is the one,’ answered Jesus, ‘to whom I will give a piece of bread after dipping

it in the dish.’ And, when Jesus had dipped the bread, he took it and gave it to Judas, the
son of Simon Iscariot;

27 and it was then, after he had received it, that Satan took possession of him. So Jesus
said to him, ‘Do at once what you are going to do.’

28But no one at the table understood why he said this to Judas.
29Some thought that, as Judas kept the purse, Jesusmeant that hewas to buy some things

needed for the Festival, or to give something to the poor.
30After taking the piece of bread, Judas went out immediately; and it was night.

31When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been exalted, and
God has been exalted through him;

32and Godwill exalt himwith himself – yes, he will exalt him forthwith.
33My children, I am to be with you but a little while longer. You will look for me;

and what I said to the people – “You cannot come where I am going” – I now say to
you.

34 I give you a new commandment – love one another; love one another as I have
loved you.
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35 It is by this that everyonewill recognise youasmydisciples –byyour loving one
another.’

36 ‘Where are you going, Master?’ asked Peter. ‘I am going where you cannot now
followme,’ answered Jesus, ‘but youwill followme later.’

37 ‘Why cannot I follow you now, Master?’ asked Peter. ‘I will lay downmy life for you.’
38 ‘Will you lay down your life for me?’ replied Jesus. ‘In truth I tell you, the cock

will not crow until you have disownedme three times.

14
1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also inme.
2 In my Father’s home there are many dwellings. If it had not been so, I should

have told you, for I am going to prepare a place for you.
3And, since I go and prepare a place for you, I will return and take you to bewith

me, so that youmay bewhere I am;
4and you know the way to the place where I am going.’
5 ‘We do not knowwhere you are going, Master,’ said Thomas. ‘So how can we know the

way?’
6 Jesus answered, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one ever comes to

the Father except throughme.
7 If you had recognisedme, youwould have knownmy Father also; for the future

youwill recognise him, indeed you have already seen him.’
8 ‘Master, show us the Father,’ said Philip, ‘andwewill be satisfied.’
9 ‘Have I been all this time among you,’ said Jesus, ‘and yet you, Philip, have not

recognisedme? The person who has seenme has seen the Father, how can you say,
then, “Show us the Father”?

10Don’t you believe that I am in union with the Father, and the Father with me?
In giving you my teaching I am not speaking on my own authority; but the Father
himself, always in unionwithme, does his ownwork.

11Believe me,’ he said to them all, ‘when I say that I am in union with the Father
and the Father withme, or else believeme because of the work itself.

12 In truth I tell you, the person who believes in me will themselves do the work
that I amdoing; and theywill dogreaterworkstill, because I amgoing to theFather.

13Whatever you ask, inmyname, I will do, so that the Fathermay be honoured in
the Son.

14 If you ask anything, inmy name, I will do it.
15 If you loveme, youwill laymy commands to heart,
16 and I will ask the Father, and he will give you another helper, to be with you

always – the Spirit of truth.
17The world cannot receive this Spirit, because it does not see him or recognise

him, but you recognise him, because he is always with you, and is within you.
18 I will not leave you bereaved; I will come to you.
19 In a littlewhile theworldwill seemenomore, but youwill still seeme; because

I am living, youwill be living also.
20At that time youwill recognise that I am in unionwith the Father, and youwith

me, and I with you.
21 It is the person who has my commands and lays them to heart who loves me;

and the person who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them, and
will revealmyself to them.’

22 ‘What has happened, Master,’ said Judas (not Judas Iscariot), ‘that you are going to
reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?’

23 ‘Whoever lovesme,’ Jesusanswered, ‘will laymymessage toheart; andmyFather
will love him, andwewill come to him andmake our homewith him.

24 The person who does not love me will not lay my message to heart; and the
message to which you are listening is not my own, but comes from the Father who
sentme.

25 I have told you all this while still with you,
26 but the helper – the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name – will

teach you all things, andwill recall to yourminds all that I have said to you.
27 Peace be with you! My own peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, or dismayed.
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28Youheardme say that Iwas going awayandwould return to you. Hadyou loved
me, you would have been glad that I was going to the Father, because the Father is
greater than I.

29And this I have told you now before it happens, so that, when it does happen,
youmay still believe inme.

30 I will not talk with you much more, for the Spirit that is ruling the world is
coming. He has nothing in commonwithme;

31but he is coming so that the world may see that I love the Father, and that I do
as the Father commandedme. Come, let us be going.

15
1 ‘I am the true vine, andmy Father is the vine-grower.
2 Any unfruitful branch in me he takes away, and he cleanses every fruitful

branch, so that it may bearmore fruit.
3You are already clean because of themessage that I have given you.
4Remain united to me, and I will remain united to you. As a branch cannot bear

fruit by itself, unless it remains united to the vine; no more can you, unless you
remain united tome.

5 I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain united tome, while I remain
united to you – you bear fruit plentifully; for you can do nothing apart fromme.

6Ifanyonedoesnotremainunited tome, theyare thrownaway, asabranchwould
be, and withers up. Such branches are collected and thrown into the fire, and are
burnt.

7 If you remain united to me, and my teaching remains in your hearts, ask
whatever youwish, and it will be yours.

8 It is by your bearing fruit plentifully, and so showing yourselves my disciples,
thatmy Father is honoured.

9As the Father has lovedme, so have I loved you; remain inmy love.
10 If you laymy commands to heart, youwill remain inmy love; just as I have laid

the Father’s commands to heart and remain in his love.
11 I have told you all this so that my own joy may be yours, and that your joy may

be complete.
12This ismy command – love one another, as I have loved you.
13No one can give greater proof of love than by laying down their life for their

friends.
14And you aremy friends, if you dowhat I command you.
15 I no longer call you “servants,” because a servant does not know what their

master is doing; but I have given you the name of “friends,” because I made known
to you everything that I learned frommy Father.

16 It wasn’t youwho choseme, but I who chose you, and I appointed you to go and
bear fruit – fruit that should remain, so that the Father might grant you whatever
you ask inmy name.

17 I am giving you these commands that youmay love one another.
18 If the world hates you, you know that it has first hatedme.
19 If you belonged to the world, the world would love its own. Because you do not

belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world – that is why the world
hates you.

20Remember what I said to you – “A servant is not greater than their master.” If
theyhavepersecutedme, theywill alsopersecute you; if theyhave laidmymessage
to heart, they will lay yours to heart also.

21But theywill do all this to you, because you believe inmy name, for they do not
know himwho sentme.

22 If I hadnot comeand spoken to them, theywouldhavehadno sin to answer for;
but as it is, they have no excuse for their sin.

23The personwho hatesme hatesmy Father also.
24 If I had not done among them such work as no one else ever did, they would

have had no sin to answer for; but, as it is, they have both seen and hated both me
andmy Father.

25And so is fulfilled what is said in their Law – “They hatedmewithout cause.”
26But,when thehelper comes,whomIwill send toyou fromtheFather – theSpirit

of truth, who comes from the Father –will bear testimony tome;
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27 yes, and you also are to bear testimony, because you have been with me from
the first.

16
1 ‘I have spoken to you in this way so that youmay not falter.
2 They will expel you from their synagogues; indeed the time is coming when

anyonewho kills youwill think that they aremaking an offering to God.
3Theywill do this, because they have not learned to know the Father, or evenme.
4But I have spoken to you of these things so that, when the time for them comes,

youmay remember that I told you about themmyself.
5 I did not tell you all this at first, because I was with you. But now I am to return

to himwho sentme; and yet not one of you asksme – “Where are you going?”
6Although your hearts are full of sorrow at all that I have been saying to you.
7Yet I am only telling you the truth; it is for your good that I should go away. For

otherwise the helper will never come to you, but, if I leave you, I will send him to
you.

8And he, when he comes, will bring conviction to the world as to sin, and as to
righteousness, and as to judgment;

9as to sin, for people do not believe inme;
10as to righteousness, for I am going to the Father, and youwill seeme no longer;
11as to judgment, for the Spirit that is ruling this world has been condemned.
12 I have still much to say to you, but you cannot bear it now.
13Yetwhen he – The Spirit of truth – comes, hewill guide you into all truth; for he

will not speak on his own authority, but he will speak of all that he hears; and he
will tell you of the things that are to come.

14Hewill honourme; because he will take of what ismine, andwill tell it to you.
15Everything that the Father has is mine; that is why I said that he takes of what

ismine, andwill tell it to you.
16 In a little while youwill no longer seeme; and then in a little while youwill see

me indeed.’
17At this someof his disciples said to one another, ‘What does hemeanby saying tous “In

a little while you will not seeme, and then in a little while you will seeme indeed”;
and by saying “Because I am going to the Father”?

18What does he mean by “In a little while”?’ they said. ‘We do not know what he is
speaking about.’

19 Jesus saw that they were wanting to ask him a question, and said, ‘Are you trying to
find out from one another what I meant by saying “In a little while you will not see
me; and then in a little while youwill seeme indeed”?

20 In truth I tell you that youwill weep andmourn, but theworldwill rejoice; you
will suffer pain, but your pain will turn to joy.

21A woman in labour is in pain because her time has come; but no sooner is the
child born, than she forgets her trouble in her joy that a child has been born into
the world.

22You, in the same way, are sorry now; but I will see you again, and your hearts
will rejoice, and no onewill rob you of your joy.

23And at that time you will not askme anything; in truth I tell you, if you ask the
Father for anything, he will grant it to you inmy name.

24 So far you have not asked for anything, in my name; ask, and you will receive,
so that your joymay be complete.

25 I have spoken to you of all this in figures; a time is coming, however, when Iwill
not speak any longer to you in figures, but will tell you about the Father plainly.

26Youwill ask, at that time, inmyname; and I donot say that Iwill intercedewith
the Father for you;

27 for theFatherhimself loves you, because youhave lovedme, andhavebelieved
that I came from the Father.

28 I cameout fromtheFather, andhavecome into theworld; andnowIamto leave
the world, and go to the Father.’

29 ‘At last,’ exclaimed thedisciples, ‘youareusingplainwords andnot speaking infigures
at all.

30Nowwe are sure that you know everything, and need not wait for anyone to question
you. This makes us believe that you did come from God.’

31 ‘Do you believe that already?’ Jesus answered.
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32 ‘Listen! A time is coming – indeed it has already come – when you are to be
scattered, each going his own way, and to leave me alone; and yet I am not alone,
because the Father is withme.

33 I have spoken to you in this way, so that inme youmay find peace. In the world
youwill find trouble; yet, take courage! I have conquered the world.’

17
1After saying this, Jesus raised his eyes heavenwards, and said:

‘Father, the hour has come; honour your Son, so that your Sonmay honour you;
2 even as you gave him power over all humanity, so that he should give eternal life
to everyone you have given him.
3And the eternal life is this – to know you the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent as yourmessenger.
4 I have honoured you on earth by completing theworkwhich you have givenme to
do;
5and nowdo you honourme, Father, at your own side, with the honourwhich I had
at your side before the world began.
6 I have revealed you to those whom you gave me from the world; they were your
own, and you gave them tome; and they have laid yourmessage to heart.
7They recognise now that everything that you gavemewas from you;
8 for I have given them the teaching which you gave me, and they received it, and
clearly understood that I came from you, and they believed that you have sent me
as yourmessenger.
9 I intercede for them; I am not interceding for the world, but for those whom you
have givenme, for they are your own –
10All that ismine is yours, andall that is yours ismine –and I amhonoured in them.
11Now I am to be in this world no longer, but they are still to be in the world, and I
am to come to you. Holy Father, keep them by that revelation of your name which
you have givenme, so that theymay be one, as we are.
12While I was with them, I kept them by that revelation, and I have guarded them;
and not one of themhas been lost, except that lost soul – in fulfilment of scripture.
13But now I am to come to you; and I am speaking like this, while still in the world,
so that theymay havemy own joy, in all its fullness, in their hearts.
14 I have given them yourmessage; and the world hated them, because they do not
belong to the world, even as I do not belong to the world.
15 I do not ask you to take them out of the world, but to keep them from evil.
16They do not belong to the world, even as I do not belong to the world.
17Consecrate them by the truth; yourmessage is truth.
18 Just as you have sent me as your messenger to the world, so I send them as my
messengers to the world.
19And it is for their sakes that I am consecrating myself, so that they also may be
truly consecrated.
20But it is not only for them that I am interceding, but also for thosewho believe in
me through theirmessage,
21 that they all may be one – that as you, Father, are in union with us – and so the
worldmay believe that you have sentme as yourmessenger.
22 I have given them the honour which you have given me, so that they may be one
as we are one –
23 I in union with them and you with me – so that they may be perfected in their
union, and so that the world may know that you have sent me as your messenger,
and that you have loved them as you have lovedme.
24Father, my desire for all those whom you have givenme is that they may be with
me where I am, so that they may see the honour which you have given me; for you
did loveme before the beginning of the world.
25 Righteous Father, though the world did not know you, I knew you; and these
people knew that you have sentme as yourmessenger.
26 I have made you known to them, and will do so still; that the love that you have
had formemay be in their hearts, and that I may be in them also.’
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18
1When Jesus had said this, he went out with his disciples and crossed the Kidron ravine

to a place where there was a garden, into which he and his disciples went.
2 The place was well known to Judas, the betrayer, for Jesus and his disciples had often

met there.
3So Judas, who had obtained the soldiers of the Roman garrison, and some guards from

the chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.
4 Jesus, aware of all thatwas cominguponhim,went tomeet them, and said to them, ‘For

whom are you looking?’
5 ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ was their answer. ‘I am he,’ said Jesus. (Judas, the betrayer, was

also standing with them.)
6When Jesus said “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
7So he again asked forwhom theywere looking, and they answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’
8 ‘I have already told you that I am he,’ replied Jesus, ‘so, if it is forme that you are

looking, let these people go.’
9This was in fulfilment of his words – “Of those whom you have givenme I have not

lost one.”
10At this, Simon Peter, who had a sword with him, drew it, and struck the high priest’s

servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s namewasMalchus.
11But Jesus said to Peter, ‘Sheathe your sword. Should I not drink the cupwhich the

Father has givenme?’

12 So the soldiers of the garrison, with their commanding officer and the Jewish guards,
arrested Jesus and bound him,

13 and took him first of all to Annas. Annas was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was
high priest that year.

14 It was Caiaphas who had counselled the religious authorities, that it was best that one
person should die for the people.

15 Meanwhile Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. That disciple,
being well-known to the high priest, went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard,

16whilePeter stoodoutsideby thedoor. Presently theotherdisciple – theonewell-known
to the high priest –went out and spoke to the portress, and brought Peter in.

17 So themaidservant said to Peter, ‘Aren’t you also one of this man’s disciples?’
‘No, I am not,’ he said.
18 The servants and guards were standing round a charcoal fire (which they had made

because it was cold), and were warming themselves. Peter, too, was with them, standing
andwarming himself.

19The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching.
20 ‘For my part,’ answered Jesus, ‘I have spoken to all the world openly. I always

taught in some synagogue, or in the Temple Courts, places where everyone assem-
bles, and I never spoke of anything in secret.

21Why question me? Question those who have listened to me as to what I have
spoken about to them. Theymust knowwhat I said.’

22When Jesus said this, one of the guards, whowas standing near, gave him a blowwith
his hand. ‘Do you answer the high priest like that?’ he exclaimed.

23 ‘If I said anythingwrong, give evidence about it,’ replied Jesus, ‘but if not, whydo
you strikeme?’

24Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
25Meanwhile Simon Peter was standing there, warming himself; so they said to him,

‘Aren’t you also one of his disciples?’ Peter denied it. ‘No, I am not,’ he said.
26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relation of the man whose ear Peter had cut off,

exclaimed, ‘Didn’t I myself see you with him in the garden?’
27Peter again denied it; and at that moment a cock crowed.

28From Caiaphas they took Jesus to the Government house. It was early in themorning.
But they did not enter the Government house themselves, otherwise they might become
defiled, and so be unable to eat the Passover.

29Therefore Pilate cameoutside to speak to them. ‘What chargedoyoubring against this
man?’ he asked.

30 ‘If hehadnot beena criminal,we shouldnot have givenhimup to you,’ they answered.
31 ‘Take him yourselves,’ said Pilate, ‘and try him by your own Law.’
‘We have no power to put anyone to death,’ the authorities replied –
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32 in fulfilment of what Jesus had saidwhen indicating the death that hewas destined to
die.

33After that, Pilate went into the Government house again, and calling Jesus up, asked
him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’

34 ‘Do you ask me that yourself?’ replied Jesus, ‘or did others say it to you about
me?’

35 ‘Do you take me for a Jew?’ was Pilate’s answer. ‘It is your own nation and the chief
priests who have given you up tome. What have you done?’

36 ‘My kingly power,’ replied Jesus, ‘is not due to this world. If it had been so,
my servants would be doing their utmost to prevent my being given up to the
authorities; butmy kingly power is not from theworld.’

37 ‘So you are a king after all!’ exclaimed Pilate. ‘Yes, it is true I am a king,’ answered
Jesus. ‘I was born for this, I have come into the world for this – to bear testimony to
the truth. Everyone who is on the side of truth listens tomy voice.’

38 ‘What is truth?’ exclaimed Pilate. After saying this, he went out to the crowd again,
and said, ‘Formy part, I find nothing with which he can be charged.

39 It is, however, the custom for me to grant you the release of one man at the Passover
Festival. Do you wish for the release of the king of the Jews?’

40 ‘No, not this man,’ they shouted again, ‘but Barabbas!’ This Barabbas was a robber.

19
1After that, Pilate had Jesus scourged.
2The soldiersmade a crownwith some thorns and put it on his head and threw a purple

robe round him.
3They kept coming up to him and saying, ‘Long live the king of the Jews!’ and they gave

him blow after blowwith their hands.
4Pilate again came outside, and said to the people, ‘Look! I am bringing him out to you,

so that youmay know that I find nothing with which he can be charged.’
5Then Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe; and Pilate

said to them, ‘Here is theman!’
6When the chief priests and the guards saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify

him!’
‘Takehimyourselvesandcrucifyhim,’ saidPilate. ‘Formypart, Ifindnothingwithwhich

he can be charged.’
7 ‘But we,’ replied the crowd, ‘have a Law, under which he deserves death for making

himself out to be the Son of God.’
8When Pilate heard what they said, he became still more alarmed;
9 and, going into the Government house again, he said to Jesus, ‘Where do you come

from?’
10 But Jesus made no reply. So Pilate said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t

you know that I have power to release you, and have power to crucify you?’
11 ‘Youwouldhavenopowerovermeatall,’ answered Jesus, ‘if ithadnotbeengiven

you from above; and, therefore, the man who betrayed me to you is guilty of the
greater sin.’

12 This made Pilate anxious to release him; but the crowd shouted, ‘If you release that
man, you are no friend of the Emperor! Anyone who makes himself out to be a king is
setting himself against the Emperor!’

13On hearing what they said, Pilate brought Jesus out, and took his seat on the Bench at
a place called “The Stone Pavement” – in Hebrew “Gabbatha.”

14 It was the Passover Preparation day, and about noon. Then he said to the crowd, ‘Here
is your king!’

15At that the people shouted, ‘Kill him! Kill him! Crucify him!’
‘What! Should I crucify your king?’ exclaimed Pilate. ‘Wehave no king but the Emperor,’

replied the chief priests;
16 so Pilate gave Jesus up to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus;
17 and he went out, carrying his cross himself, to the place which is named from a skull,

or, in Hebrew, Golgotha.
18 There they crucified him, and two others with him – one on each side, and Jesus

between them.
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19Pilate also had thesewordswritten and put up over the cross – “JESUS OFNAZARETH,
THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

20These words were read bymany people, because the place where Jesus was crucified
was near the city; and they were written in Hebrew, Latin and Greek.

21The chief priests said to Pilate, ‘Do not write “The king of the Jews”, but write what the
man said – “I am the king of the Jews.” ’

22But Pilate answered, ‘What I have written, I have written.’

23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they tookhis clothes anddivided them into four
shares – a share for each soldier – and they took the coat also. The coat had no seam, being
woven in one piece from top to bottom.

24 So they said to one another, ‘Do not let us tear it, but let us cast lots for it, to see who
will have it.’ This was in fulfilment of the words of scripture –
“They sharedmy clothes among them,

and over my clothing they cast lots.”
That was what the soldiers did.
25Meanwhile near the cross of Jesus were standing his mother and his mother’s sister, as
well as Mary the wife of Clopas andMary of Magdala.
26When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved, standing near, he said to
his mother, ‘There is your son.’
27 Then he said to that disciple, ‘There is your mother.’ And from that very hour the
disciple took her to live in his house.

28Afterwards, knowing that everythingwas nowfinished, Jesus said, in fulfilment of the
words of scripture, ‘I am thirsty.’

29There was a bowl standing there full of commonwine; so they put a sponge soaked in
the wine on the end of a hyssop-stalk, and held it up to his mouth.

30When Jesus had received the wine, he exclaimed, ‘All is finished!’ Then, bowing his
head, he resigned his spirit to God.

31 Itwas thePreparationday, and so, toprevent thebodies fromremainingon the crosses
during the Sabbath (for that Sabbathwas a great day), the JewsaskedPilate tohave the legs
broken and the bodies removed.

32Accordingly the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man, and then those of
the other who had been crucified with Jesus;

33but, on coming to him,when they saw that hewas already dead, they did not break his
legs.

34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, and blood and water
immediately flowed from it.

35This is the statement of one who actually saw it – and his statement may be relied on,
and he knows that he is speaking the truth – and it is given in order that you also may be
convinced.

36For all this happened in fulfilment of thewords of scripture – “Not one of its boneswill
be broken.”

37And there is another passagewhich says – “Theywill look onhimwhom they pierced.”
38After this, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus – but a secret one, owing to his fear

of the religious authorities – begged Pilate’s permission to remove the body of Jesus. Pilate
gave him leave; so Joseph went and removed the body.

39Nicodemus, too – the man who had formerly visited Jesus by night – came with a roll
of myrrh and aloes, weighing nearly a hundred pounds.

40 They took the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen with the spices, according to the
Jewishmode of burial.

41At the place where Jesus had been crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a
newlymade tomb in which no one had ever been laid.

42And so, because of its being the Preparation day, and as the tomb was close at hand,
they laid Jesus there.

20
The Risen Life

1 On the first day of the week, early in the morning, while it was still dark, Mary of
Magdala went to the tomb, and saw that the stone had been removed.
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2 So she came running to Simon Peter, and to that other disciple who was Jesus’ friend,
and said to them, ‘They have taken away the Master out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him!’

3 So, Peter started offwith that other disciple, and they went to the tomb.
4 The two began running together; but the other disciple ran faster than Peter, and

reached the tomb first.
5 Stooping down, he saw the linen wrappings lying there, but did not go in.
6 Presently Simon Peter came following behind him, and went into the tomb; and he

looked at the linen wrappings lying there,
7 and the cloth which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the wrappings, but rolled

up on one side, separately.
8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, went inside too, and he saw

for himself and was convinced.
9 For they did not then understand the passage of scripture which says that Jesus must

rise again from the dead.
10The disciples then returned to their companions.
11Meanwhile Mary was standing close outside the tomb, weeping. Still weeping, she

leant forward into the tomb,
12 and perceived two angels clothed in white sitting there, where the body of Jesus had

been lying, one where the head and the other where the feet had been.
13 ‘Why are you weeping?’ asked the angels. ‘They have taken my Master away,’ she

answered, ‘and I do not knowwhere they have laid him.’
14After saying this, she turned round, and looked at Jesus standing there, but she did not

know that it was Jesus.
15 ‘Why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ he asked. Supposing him to be

the gardener, Mary answered, ‘If it was you, Sir, who carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and I will take him awaymyself.’

16 ‘Mary!’ said Jesus. She turned round, and exclaimed in Hebrew, ‘Rabboni!’ (or, as we
should say, “teacher”).

17 ‘Do not hold me,’ Jesus said, ‘for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to
my brothers, and tell them that I am ascending to him who is my Father and their
Father, my God and their God.’

18Mary ofMagdala went and told the disciples that she had seen theMaster, and that he
had said this to her.

19 In the evening of the same day – the first day of the week – after the doors of the
room, inwhich the discipleswere, had been shut because theywere afraid of the religious
authorities, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you’;

20after which he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy
when they saw theMaster.

21 Again Jesus said to them, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me as his
messenger, so I am sending you.’

22After saying this, he breathed on them, and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit;
23 if you remit anyone’s sins, they have been remitted; and, if you retain them,

they have been retained.’

24ButThomas, oneof theTwelve, called “TheTwin,”wasnotwith themwhen Jesus came;
25 so the rest of the disciples said to him, ‘We have seen theMaster!’
‘Unless I see the marks of the nails in his hands,’ he exclaimed, ‘and put my finger into

themarks, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.’
26Aweek later the disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. After

thedoors hadbeen shut, Jesus cameand stoodamong them, and said, ‘Peacebewithyou.’
27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Place your finger here, and look atmy hands; and place

your hand here, and put it intomy side; and do not refuse to believe, but believe.’
28And Thomas exclaimed, ‘MyMaster, andmy God!’
29 ‘Is it because you have seenme that you have believed?’ said Jesus. ‘Blessed are

they who have not seen, and yet have believed!’

30Thereweremanyother signs of hismission that Jesus gave inpresence of thedisciples,
which are not recorded in this book;

31but these have been recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God – and that, through your belief in his name, youmay have life.
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21
1Later on, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias.
2 Itwas in thisway, –SimonPeter, Thomas,whowascalled “TheTwin,”Nathanael ofCana

in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two other disciples of Jesus, were together, when Simon
Peter said,

3 ‘I am going fishing.’
‘Wewill comewith you,’ said the others. Theywent out and got into the boat, but caught

nothing that night.
4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus came and stood on the beach; but the disciples did not

know that it was he.
5 ‘My children,’ he said, ‘have you anything to eat?’
‘No,’ they answered.
6 ‘Cast your net to the right of the boat,’ he said, ‘and youwill find fish.’ So they cast

the net, and now they could not haul it in because of the quantity of fish.
7The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is theMaster!’ When Simon Peter heard

that it was the Master, he fastened his coat round him (for he had taken it off), and threw
himself into the sea.

8But the rest of the disciples came in the boat (for theywere only about a hundred yards
from shore), dragging the net full of fish.

9When they had come ashore, they found a charcoal fire ready, with some fish already
on it, and some bread as well.

10 ‘Bring some of the fishwhich you have just caught,’ said Jesus.
11So Simon Peter got into the boat and hauled the net ashore full of large fish, a hundred

and fifty-three of them; and yet, although there were somany, the net had not been torn.
12 ‘Come and have breakfast.’, Jesus said. None of the disciples dared ask himwho he

was, because they knew it was theMaster.
13 Jesus went and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish too.
14 This was the third time that Jesus showed himself to the disciples after he had risen

from the dead.

15Whenbreakfastwas over, Jesus said to SimonPeter, ‘Simon, sonof John, do you love
memore than the others?’
‘Yes, Master,’ he answered, ‘you know that I am your friend.’
‘Feedmy lambs,’ said Jesus.
16Then, a second time, Jesus asked, ‘Simon, son of John, do you loveme?’
‘Yes, Master,’ he answered, ‘you know that I am your friend.’
‘Tendmy sheep,’ said Jesus.
17The third time, Jesus said to him, ‘Simon, sonof John, are youmy friend?’ Peterwas

hurt at his third question being “Are you my friend?”; and exclaimed, ‘Master, you know
everything! You can tell that I am your friend.’
‘Feedmy sheep,’ said Jesus.
18 ‘In truth I tell you,’hecontinued, ‘whenyouwereyoung, youused toputonyour

ownclothes, andwalkwhereveryouwished; but,whenyouhavegrownold, youwill
have to stretch out your hands, while someone else puts on your clothes, and takes
youwhere you do not wish.’

19 Jesus said this to show thedeathbywhichPeterwas tohonourGod, and thenheadded,
‘Followme.’

20 Peter turned round, and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following – the one who
at the supper leant back on the Master’s shoulder, and asked him who it was who would
betray him.

21 Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, what about this man?’
22 ‘If it is my will that he should wait until I come,’ answered Jesus, ‘what has that

to dowith you? Followme yourself.’
23So the report spread amonghis followers that that disciplewas not to die; yet Jesus did

not say that he was not to die, but said ‘If it is mywill that he should wait until I come,
what has that to dowith you?’

24 It is this disciple who states these things, and who recorded them; and we know that
his statement is true.
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25 There are many other things which Jesus did; but, if every one of them were to be
recorded indetail, I suppose that even theworld itselfwouldnot hold thebooks thatwould
be written.



Acts 1:1 324 Acts 1:22

The
Acts

of the Apostles
The Church and the Jews

The Acts of the Apostles Peter and John
1The first account which I drew up, Theophilus, dealt with all that Jesus did and taught

from the very first,
2down to that day on which he was taken up to heaven, after he had, by the help of the

Holy Spirit, given instructions to the apostles whom he had chosen.
3With abundant proofs, he showed himself to them, still living, after his death; appear-

ing to them from time to time during forty days, and speaking of all that related to the
kingdom of God.

4 And once, when he had gathered them together, he charged them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the fulfilment of the Father’s promise – ‘that promise,’
he said, ‘of which you have heardme speak;

5 for, while John baptised with water, you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit
beforemany days have passed.’

6 So, when the apostles hadmet together, they asked Jesus this question – ‘Master, is this
the time when you intend to re-establish the kingdom for Israel?’

7 His answer was, ‘It is not for you to know times or hours, for the Father has
reserved these for his own decision;

8butyouwill receivepower,when theHolySpiritwill havedescendedonyou, and
will bewitnesses forme not only in Jerusalem, but throughout Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.’

9 No sooner had Jesus said this than he was caught up before their eyes, and a cloud
received him from their sight.

10 While they were still gazing up into the heavens, as he went, suddenly two men,
clothed in white, stood beside them,

11 and said, ‘People of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the heavens?
This same Jesus, whohas been taken fromyou into the heavens,will come in the sameway
in which you have seen him go into the heavens.’

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called Olivet, which is about
three quarters of a mile from the city.

13When they reached Jerusalem, they went to the upstairs room, where they were stay-
ing. There were there Peter, John, James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
andMatthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.

14They all united in devoting themselves to prayer, and so did some women, and Mary,
the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

15About this time, at ameetingof theLord’s followers,when therewereabout ahundred
and twenty present, Peter rose to speak.

16 ‘Friends,’ he said, ‘it was necessary that the prediction of scripture should be fulfilled,
which theHoly Spiritmade by the lips of David about Judas, who acted as guide to themen
who arrested Jesus,

17 for he was one of our number and had his part allotted him in this work of ours.’
18 (This man had bought a piece of land with the price of his treachery; and, falling

heavily, his body had burst open, and all his bowels protruded.
19This becameknown to everyone living in Jerusalem, so that thefield came to be called,

in their language, “Akeldama,”whichmeans the “Field of Blood.”)
20 ‘For in the book of Psalms,’ Peter continued, ‘it is said –

“Let his home become desolate,
and let no one live in it”;

and also –
“His office let another take.”
21 Therefore, from among the men who have been with us all the time that Jesus, our
Master, went in and out among us –
22 from his baptism by John down to that day on which he was taken from us – someone
must be found to join us as a witness of his resurrection.’
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23 So they put forward two men, Joseph called Barsabbas, whose other name was Justus,
andMatthias;
24and they offered this prayer –
‘Lord, who reads all hearts, showwhich of these twomen you have chosen
25 to take the place in this apostolic work, which Judas has abandoned, to go to his proper
place.’
26Then they drew lots between them; and, the lot having fallen to Matthias, he was added
to the number of the eleven apostles.

2
1 In the course of the Festival at the close of theHarvest the disciples had allmet together,
2when suddenly there came from the heavens a noise like a strong wind rushing by; it

filled the whole house in which they were sitting.
3Then thereappeared tonguesofwhat seemed tobeflame, separating, so thatone settled

on each of them;
4and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak in different languages

as the Spirit prompted their utterances.
5 Now there were then staying in Jerusalem religious Jews from every country in the

world;
6 and, when this sound was heard, numbers of people collected, in the greatest excite-

ment, because each of them heard the disciples speaking in his own language.
7 They were utterly amazed, and kept asking in astonishment, ‘What! Are not all these

people who are speaking Galileans?
8Then how is it that we each of us hear them in our own language?
9 Some of us are Parthians, some Medes, some Elamites; and some of us live in

Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Roman Asia,
10 in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the districts of Libya adjoining Cyrene; some

of us are visitors from Rome,
11 either Jews by birth or converts, and some are Cretans and Arabians – yet we all alike

hear them speaking in our own languages of the great things that God has done.’
12They were all utterly amazed and bewildered.
‘What does it mean?’ they asked one another.
13But there were somewho said with a sneer, ‘They have had toomuch newwine.’
14Then Peter, surrounded by the eleven other apostles, stood up, and, raising his voice,

addressed thecrowd. ‘Peopleof Judea,’hebegan, ‘andall youwhoare staying in Jerusalem,
let me tell you what this means. Mark well mywords.

15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose; for it is only now nine in the morning!
No!

16This is what is spoken of in the prophet Joel –
17 “It will come about in the last days,” God says,

“That I will pour out my Spirit on all humanity;
your sons and your daughters will become prophets,
your youngmenwill see visions,
and your oldmen dream dreams;

18yes, even on the slaves – for they aremine – bothmen andwomen,
I will in those days pour out my Spirit,

and they will become prophets;
19and I will showwonders in the heavens above,
and signs on the earth below –

blood and fire andmist of smoke;
20 the sun will become darkness,
and themoon blood-red,

before the day of the Lord comes – that great and awful day.
21Thenwill everyone who invokes the name of the Lord be saved.”

22 People of Israel, listen to what I am saying. Jesus of Nazareth, a man whose mission
from God to you was proved by miracles, wonders, and signs, which God showed among
you through him, as you know full well –
23 he, I say, in accordance with God’s definite plan and with his previous knowledge, was
betrayed, and you, by the hands of lawlessmen, nailed him to a cross andput him to death.
24But God released him from the pangs of death and raised him to life, it being impossible
for death to retain its hold on him.



Acts 2:25 326 Acts 3:8

25 Indeed he was the one David was referring to when he said –
“I have had the Lord ever before my eyes,

for he stands at my right hand, so that I should not be disquieted.
26Therefore my heart was cheered, andmy tongue told its delight;

yes, evenmy body, too, will rest in hope;
27For you will not abandonmy soul to Hades,

nor surrender me, your holy one, to undergo corruption.
28You have shownme the path to life,

you will fill me with gladness in your presence.”
29 Friends, I can speak to you the more confidently about the patriarch David, because he
is dead and buried, and his tomb is here among us to this very day.
30David, then, prophet as he was, knowing that God had solemnly sworn to him to set one
of his descendants on his throne, looked into the future,
31 and referred to the resurrection of the Christ when he said that he had not been
abandoned to Hades, nor had his body undergone corruption.
32 It was this Jesus, whomGod raised to life; and of that we are ourselves all witnesses.
33 And now that he has been exalted to the right hand of God, and has received from
the Father the promised gift of the Holy Spirit, he has begun to pour out that gift, as you
yourselves now see and hear.
34 It was not David whowent up into heaven; for he himself says –
“The Lord said to mymaster, ‘Sit onmy right hand,
35Until I put your enemies as a footstool under your feet.’ ”
36 So let the whole nation of Israel know beyond all doubt, that God has made him both
Lord and Christ – this Jesus whom you crucified.’

37When the people heard this, they were conscience-smitten, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, ‘Friends, what can we do?’

38 ‘Repent,’ answered Peter, ‘and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins; and then youwill receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39 For the promise is for you and for your children, and also for all those now far away,
whomay be called by the Lord our God.’

40 Peter spoke to them for a long time using many other arguments and pleaded with
them – ‘Save yourselves from the perverse spirit of this age.’

41 So those who accepted his teaching were baptised, and about three thousand people
joined the disciples on that day alone.

42They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the Common life of the
church, to the breaking of the bread and to the Prayers.

43Adeep impressionwasmade on everyone, andmanywonders and signswere done at
the hands of the apostles.

44All who became believers in Christ held everything for the common use;
45 they sold their property and their goods, and shared the proceeds among them all,

according to their individual needs.
46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the Temple Courts, and to

the breaking of bread at their homes, while they partook of their food in simple-hearted
gladness, praising God, and winning the goodwill of all the people.

47And the Lord daily added to their company those whowere in the path of salvation.

3
1One day, as Peter and John were going up into the Temple Courts for the three o’clock

Prayers,
2aman,whohadbeen lame fromhis birth, was being carried by. Thismanused to be set

down every day at the gate of the Temple called “the Beautiful Gate,” to beg of those who
went in.

3 Seeing Peter and John on the point of entering, he asked them to give him something.
4Peter fixed his eyes on him, and so did John, and then Peter said, ‘Look at us.’
5Themanwas all attention, expecting to get something from them;
6 but Peter added, ‘I have no gold or silver, but I give you what I have. In the name of

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up andwalk.’
7Grasping the lameman by the right hand, Peter lifted him up. Instantly the man’s feet

and ankles became strong,
8 and, leaping up, he stood and began to walk about, and then went with them into the

Temple Courts, walking, and leaping, and praising God.
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9All the people saw himwalking about and praising God;
10 and, when they recognised him as the man who used to sit begging at the Beautiful

Gate of the Temple, they were utterly astonished and amazed at what had happened to
him.

11While themanstill clung toPeter and John, thepeople all quickly gathered round them
in the Colonnade named after Solomon, in the greatest astonishment.

12On seeing this, Peter said to the people, ‘People of Israel, why are you surprised at this?
And why do you stare at us, as though we, by any power or piety of our own, had enabled
this man to walk?

13TheGodofAbraham, Isaac, and Jacob, theGodof ourancestors, hasdonehonour tohis
servant Jesus – himwhom you gave up and disowned before Pilate, when he had decided
to set him free.

14 You, I say, disowned the holy and righteous one, and asked for the release of a
murderer!

15The guide to life you put to death! But God raised him from the dead – and of that we
are ourselves witnesses.

16And it is by faith in the name of Jesus, that this man, whom you all see and know, has
– by his name – been made strong. Yes, it is the faith inspired by Jesus that has made this
complete cure of theman, before the eyes of you all.

17And yet, my friends, I know that you acted as you did from ignorance, and your rulers
also.

18 But it was in this way that God fulfilled all that he had long ago foretold, as to the
sufferings of his Christ, by the lips of all the prophets.

19Therefore, repent and turn so that your sinsmaybewiped away; so that happier times
may come from the Lord himself,

20and so that hemay send you, in Jesus, your long-appointed Christ.
21Butheavenmust behis home, until thedays of theUniversal Restoration, ofwhichGod

has spoken by the lips of his holy prophets from the very first.
22Moses himself said –

“The Lord your God will raise up from among yourselves a prophet, as he raised me. To
him youwill listen whenever he speaks to you.

23And it will be that should anyone among the people not listen to that prophet, he will be
utterly destroyed.”
24 Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel onwards, and all their successors who had a
message to deliver, told of these days.
25You yourselves are the heirs of the prophets, and heirs, too, of the covenant which God
made with your ancestors, when he said to Abraham –
“In your descendants will all the nations of the earth be blessed.”
26 For you, first, God raised up his servant, and sent him to bless you, by turning each one
of you from his wicked ways.’

4
1While Peter and Johnwere still speaking to the people, the chief priest, with the officer

in charge at the Temple and the Sadducees, came up to them,
2much annoyed because they were teaching the people, and because, through Jesus,

they were preaching the resurrection from the dead.
3They arrested the apostles and, as it was already evening, had them placed in custody

until the next day.
4 Many, however, of those who had heard the apostles’ message became believers in

Christ, the number of themen alone amounting to about five thousand.

5The next day, a meeting of the leaders of the people, the elders, and the teachers of the
Lawwas held in Jerusalem.

6Therewere present Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and allwhowere
of High-Priestly rank.

7They had Peter and John brought before them, and questioned them.
‘Bywhat power,’ they asked, ‘Or in whose name havemen like you done this thing?’
8Then, Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said, ‘Leaders of the people and elders,
9 since we are on our trial today for a kind act done to a helpless man, and are asked in

what way theman here before you has been cured,
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10 let me tell you all and all the people of Israel, that it is by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth,whomyoucrucifiedandwhomGodraised fromthedead – it is, I say, byhisname
that this man stands here before you lame no longer.

11 Jesus is “the stone which, scorned by you the builders, has yet become the corner
stone.”

12And salvation is in him alone; for there is no other name in the whole world, given to
people, to which wemust look for our salvation.’

13When the Council saw how boldly Peter and John spoke, and found that they were
uneducated men of humble station, they were surprised, and realised that they had been
companions of Jesus.

14 But, when they looked at the man who had been healed, standing there with them,
they had nothing to say.

15 So they ordered them out of court, and then began consulting together.
16 ‘What arewe to do to thesemen?’ they asked one another. ‘That a remarkable sign has

been given through them is obvious to everyone living in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny
it.

17But, to prevent this thing from spreading further among the people, let us warn them
not to speak in this name anymore to anyone whatever.’

18 So they called the apostles in, and ordered them not to speak or teach in the name of
Jesus.

19 But Peter and John replied, ‘Whether it is right, in the sight of God, to listen to you
rather than to him – judge for yourselves,

20 for we cannot help speaking of what we have seen and heard.’
21However, after further warnings, the Council set them at liberty, not seeing any safe

way of punishing them, because of the people, for theywere all praising God for what had
occurred;

22 for the man who was the subject of this miraculous cure was more than forty years
old.

23After theyhadbeen set at liberty, the apostleswent to their friends and told themwhat
the chief priests and the elders had said to them.

24All who heard their story, moved by a common impulse, raised their voices to God in
prayer:
‘Sovereign Lord, it is you who has made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything

that is in them,
25andwho, by the lips of our ancestor, your servant David, who spoke under the influence
of the Holy Spirit, have said –

“Why did the nations rage,
and the peoples form vain designs?

26The kings of the earth set their array,
and its rulers gathered together,

against the Lord and against his Christ.”
27There have indeed gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom

you has consecrated the Christ, not Herod and Pontius Pilate only, but the nations
and the people of Israel besides –

28 yet only to do what you, by your power and of your own will, did long ago destine to be
done.
29Now, therefore, Lord,mark their threats, andenable your servants,withall fearlessness,
to tell yourmessage,
30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and cause signs and wonders to take place
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’
31When their prayerwas ended, the place inwhich theywere assembledwas shaken; and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to tell God’s message fearlessly.

32 The whole body of those who had become believers in Christ were of one heart and
mind. Not one of them claimed any of his goods as his own, but everything was held for
the common use.

33 The apostles continued with great power to bear their testimony to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, and God’s blessing rested on them all abundantly.

34Norwas there anyone in need among them, for all whowere owners of land or houses
sold them, and brought the proceeds of the sales
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35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and then everyone received a share in proportion
to his wants.

36 A Levite of Cyprian birth, named Joseph, (who had received from the apostles the
additional name of “Barnabas” –whichmeans “The Consoler,”)

37 Sold a farm that belonged to him, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’
feet.

5
1 There was, however, a man named Ananias, who, with his wife Sapphira, sold some

property,
2and, with her connivance, kept back some of the proceeds. He brought only a part and

laid it at the apostles’ feet.
3 ‘Ananias,’ Peter exclaimed, ‘how is it that Satan has so taken possession of your heart

that you have lied to the Holy Spirit, and kept back a part of themoney paid for the land?
4While it was unsold, was not it your own? And after it was sold, was not the money

at your own disposal? How did you come to think of such a thing? You have lied, not to
people, but to God!’

5As Ananias heard these words, he fell down and expired; and everyone who heard of
it was appalled.

6The youngmen got up, and, winding the body in a sheet, carried it out and buried it.
7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had

happened.
8 ‘Is it true,’ Peter asked, addressing her, ‘that you sold your land for such a sum?’
‘Yes,’ she answered, ‘we did.’
9Then Peter said, ‘How did you come to agree to provoke the Spirit of the Lord? Listen!

The footsteps of those who have buried your husband are at the door; and they will carry
you out too.’

10 Instantly Sapphira fell down at Peter’s feet and expired. On coming in, the youngmen
found her dead; so they carried her out and buried her by her husband’s side.

11The whole church and all who heard of these events were appalled.

12Many signs and wonders continued to occur among the people, through the instru-
mentality of the apostles, whose custom it was to meet all together in the Colonnade of
Solomon;

13 but of the rest no one ventured to join them. On the other hand, the people were full
of their praise,

14 and still larger numbers, both of men and women, as they became believers in the
Lord, were added to their number.

15The consequencewas that people would bring out their sick even into the streets, and
lay them on mattresses and mats, in the hope that, as Peter came by, at least his shadow
might fall on someone of them.

16 Besides this, the inhabitants of the towns round Jerusalem flocked into the city,
bringing with them their sick and those who were troubled by foul spirits; and they were
cured everyone.

17At this the high priestwas roused to action, and he and all his supporters (who formed
the party of the Sadducees), moved by jealousy,

18arrested the apostles, and had them placed in custody.
19An angel of the Lord, however, opened the prison doors at night and led them out.
20 ‘Go,’ he said, ‘and stand in the Temple Courts, and tell the people thewholemessage of

this new life.’
21 When they heard this, they went at daybreak into the Temple Courts, and began

to teach. The high priest and his party, on their arrival, summoned the High Council,
including all the leaders of the people among the Israelites, and sent to the jail to fetch
the apostles.

22But, when the officers got there, they did not find them in the prison; so they returned
and reported that,

23while they had found the jail barred securely and the guards posted at the doors, yet,
on opening them, they had not found anyone inside.

24When the officer in charge at the Temple and the chief priests heard their story, they
were perplexed about the apostles and as to what all this would lead to.
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25Presently, however, someone came and told them, that themenwhom they had put in
prison were actually standing in the Temple Courts, teaching the people.

26Then, the officerwent with hismen and fetched the apostles –without using violence,
for they were afraid of being stoned by the people –

27and then brought them before the Council. The high priest demanded an explanation
from them.

28 ‘We gave you strict orders,’ he said, ‘not to teach in this name. Yet you have actually
flooded Jerusalemwith your teaching, and youwant to make us responsible for the death
of this man.’

29To this Peter and the apostles replied, ‘Wemust obey God rather than people.
30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, whom you put to death by hanging him on a

cross.
31 It is this Jesus whom God has exalted to his right hand, to be a guide and a Saviour, to

give Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins.
32Andwearewitness to the truth of this, and so is theHoly Spirit – the gift of God to those

who obey him.’
33 The members of the Council became frantic with rage on hearing this, and were for

putting the apostles to death.
34But Gamaliel, a Pharisee, whowas a Doctor of the Law andwhowas held in universal

respect, rose in the Council, and directed that the men should be taken out of court for a
little while.

35He then said, ‘People of Israel, take care as to what you intend to do with these men.
36 For not long ago Theudas appeared, professing to be somebody, and was joined by a

body of some four hundred men. But he was killed; and all his followers scattered and
dwindled away.

37After him, Judas the Galilean appeared at the time of the census, and induced people
to follow him; yet he, too, perished and all his followers were dispersed.

38And, in this present case, my advice to you is not to interfere with these men, but to
leave themalone, for, if their designs and theirwork aremerely of human origin, theywill
come to an end;

39 but, if they are of divine origin, you will be powerless to put an end to them – or else
youmay find yourselves fighting against God!’

40 The Council followed his advice, and, calling the apostles in, had them flogged, and
then, after cautioning them not to speak in the name of Jesus, set them free.

41But the apostles left the Council, rejoicing that they had been thought worthy to suffer
disgrace for that name;

42 and never for a single day, either in the Temple Courts or in private houses, did they
cease to teach, or to tell the good news of Jesus, the Christ.

6
1 About this time, when the number of the disciples was constantly increasing, com-

plaints were made by the Greek speaking Jews against the Aramaic speaking Jews, that
their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution.

2 The Twelve, therefore, called together the general body of the disciples and said to
them, ‘It is not well for us to see to the distribution at the tables and neglect God’smessage.

3 Therefore, friends, look for seven men of reputation among yourselves, wise and
spiritually-mindedmen, and wewill appoint them to attend to this matter;

4 while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the delivery of the
message.’

5 This proposal was unanimously agreed to; and the disciples chose Stephen – a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit – and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicholas of Antioch, a former convert to Judaism;

6 and they brought these men to the apostles, who, after praying, placed their hands on
them.

7SoGod’smessage spread, and thenumber of the disciples continued to increase rapidly
in Jerusalem, and a large body of the priests accepted the faith.

8Meanwhile Stephen, divinely helped and strengthened, was showing great wonders
and signs among the people.
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9But some members of the Synagogue of the Freed Slaves (as it was called), Cyrenians,
Alexandrians, and Visitors from Cilicia and Roman Asia, were roused to action and began
disputing with Stephen;

10 yet they were quite unable to withstand the wisdom and the inspiration with which
he spoke.

11 Then they induced some men to assert that they had heard Stephen saying blasphe-
mous things against Moses, and against God;

12 and they stirred up the people, as well as the elders and the teachers of the Law, and
set on Stephen, and arrested him, and brought him before the High Council.

13There they produced witnesses who gave false evidence.
‘This man,’ they said, ‘is incessantly saying things against this holy place and the Law;
14 indeed, we have heard him declare that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place,

and change the customs handed down to us byMoses.’
15The eyes of all the members of the Council were riveted on Stephen, and they saw his

face looking like the face of an angel.

7
1Then the high priest asked, ‘Is this true?’
2 Stephen replied, ‘Brothers and fathers, hear what I have to say. God, who manifests

himself in the glory, appeared to our ancestor Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,
and before he settled in Haran, and said to him –

3 “Leave your country and your people, and come into the country that I will show you.”
4 And so Abraham left the country of the Chaldaeans and settled in Haran; and from

there, after his father’s death, God caused him to migrate into this country, in which you
are now living.

5 God did not at that time give him any part of it, not even a foot of ground. But he
promised to give him possession of it and his descendants after him, though at that time
he had no child.

6God’swordswere these – “Abraham’s descendantswill live in a foreign country, where
they will be enslaved and ill-treated for four hundred years.

7But I myself will judge the nation, to which they will be enslaved,” God said, “and after
that they will leave the country and worshipme in this place.”

8 Then God made with Abraham the covenant of circumcision; and under it Abraham
became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him when he was eight days old; and Isaac
became the father of Jacob; and Jacob of the Twelve Patriarchs.

9The Patriarchs, out of jealousy, sold Joseph into slavery in Egypt; but Godwaswith him,
10 and delivered him out of all his troubles, and enabled him to win favour and show

wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him Governor of Egypt and of his
whole household.

11Then a famine spread over thewhole of Egypt and Canaan, causing great distress, and
our ancestors could find no food.

12Hearing, however, that therewas corn inEgypt, Jacob sent our ancestors there on their
first visit.

13 In the course of their second visit, Joseph revealed himself to his brothers, and his
family became known to Pharaoh.

14Then Joseph sent an urgent invitation to his father Jacob and to his relatives, seventy-
five persons in all;

15and so Jacob went down into Egypt. There he died, and our ancestors also,
16and their bodieswere removed to Shechem, and laid in the tombwhich Abrahamhad

bought for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
17 As the time drew near for the fulfilment of the promise which God had made to

Abraham, the people increased largely in numbers in Egypt,
18until a new king, who knew nothing of Joseph, came to the throne.
19 This king acted deceitfully towards our people and ill-treated our ancestors, making

them abandon their own infants, so that they should not be reared.
20 It was just at this time that Moses was born. He was an exceedingly beautiful child,

and for threemonths was brought up in his own father’s house;
21 and, when he was abandoned, the daughter of Pharaoh found him and brought him

up as her own son.
22SoMoseswas educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and proved his ability both

by his words and actions.
23When he was in his fortieth year, he resolved to visit his fellow Israelites;
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24 and, seeing an Israelite ill-treated, he defended him, and avenged the man, who was
being wronged, by striking down the Egyptian.

25He thought his own people would understand that God was using him to save them;
but they failed to do so.

26The next day he again appeared on the scene, when some of them were fighting, and
tried to make peace between them. “Men,” he said, “you are brothers; how is it that you
are ill-treating one another?”

27 But the man who was ill-treating his fellow workman pushed Moses aside saying –
“Whomade you a ruler and judge over us?

28Do youmean tomake away withme as you did yesterday with that Egyptian?”
29At these words Moses took to flight, and became an exile in Midian; and there he had

two sons born to him.
30 Forty years had passed when there appeared to him, in the desert of Mount Sinai, an

angel in a flame of fire in a bush.
31WhenMoses saw it, he was astonished at the vision; but on his going nearer to look at

it more closely, the voice of the Lord was heard to say –
32 “I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses

trembled, and did not dare to look.
33 Then the Lord said to him – “Take your sandals off your feet, for the spot where you

are standing is holy ground.
34 I have seen the oppression ofmypeoplewho are in Egypt, and heard their groans, and

I have come down to deliver them. Come now and I will send you into Egypt.”
35This sameMoses, whom they had disowned with the words – “Whomade you a ruler

and a judge?” was the man whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer, under the
guidance of the angel that had appeared to him in the bush.

36He itwaswho led themout, after he had shownwonders and signs in Egypt, in the Red
Sea, and in the desert during forty years.

37This was the Moses who said to the people of Israel – “God will raise up for you, from
among yourselves, a prophet, as he raised upme.”

38He, too, itwaswhowaspresent at theassembly in thedesert,with theangelwho talked
to him on Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors, and who received living truths to impart
to you.

39 Yet our ancestors refused him obedience; more than that, they rejected him, and in
their hearts turned back to Egypt,

40while they said to Aaron – “MakeusGodswhowill lead theway for us, since, as for this
Moses who has brought us out of Egypt, we do not knowwhat has become of him.”

41Thatwas the timewhen theymade the calf and offered sacrifice to their idol, and held
festivities in honour of their own handiwork!

42So God turned from them and left them to theworship of the Starry Host, as is written
in the book of the prophets –
“Did you offer victims and sacrifices to me, house of Israel,

all those forty years in the desert?
43You took with you the tent whereMoloch is worshipped
and the star of the god Rephan –

the images which you hadmade to worship.
Therefore I will exile you beyond Babylon.”

44Our ancestors had the tent where they worshipped God in the desert, constructed, just
as he who spoke toMoses had directed him tomake it, after themodel which he had seen.
45 This tent, which was handed down to them, was brought into this country by our
ancestors who accompanied Joshua (at the conquest of the nations that God drove out
before their advance), and remained here until the time of David.
46David found favour with God, and prayed that hemight provide the God of Jacobwith a
place to reside.
47But it was Solomonwho built a house for God.
48Yet it is not in buildings made by hands that the Most High dwells. As the prophet says –
49 “The heavens are a throne for me,

and the earth a stool for my feet.
What manner of house will you build me, asks the Lord,

or what place is there where I may rest?
50Was it not my hand that made all these things?”

51 Stubborn people, heathen in heart and ears, you are for ever resisting the Holy Spirit;
your ancestors did it, and you are doing it still.
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52 Which of the prophets escaped persecution at their hands? They killed those who
foretold the coming of the righteous one; of whom you, in your turn, have now become
the betrayers andmurderers –
53you who received the Law as transmitted by angels and yet failed to keep it.’

54As they listened to this, the Council grew frantic with rage, and gnashed their teeth at
Stephen.

55He, filled as he was with the Holy Spirit, fixed his eyes intently on the heavens, and
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at God’s right hand.

56 ‘Look,’ he exclaimed, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at God’s right
hand!’

57At this, with a loud shout, they stopped their ears and all rushed on him, forced him
outside the city,

58 and began to stone him, the witnesses laying their clothes at the feet of a young man
named Saul.

59And they stoned Stephen, while he cried to the Lord, ‘Lord Jesus! Receive my spirit!’
60Falling on his knees, he called out loudly, ‘Lord! Do not charge themwith this sin;’ and

with these words he fell asleep.

8
1 Saul approved of his being put to death.
On that very day a great persecution broke out against the church which was in

Jerusalem; and its members, with the exception of the apostles, were all scattered over
the districts of Judea and Samaria.

2 Some religious men buried Stephen, with loud lamentations for him.
3But Saul began to devastate the church; he entered house after house, dragged outmen

andwomen alike, and threw them into prison.
4 Now those who were scattered in different directions went from place to place

proclaiming the good news.
5Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and there began to preach the Christ.
6The people, one and all, listened attentively to what Philip told them, when they heard

of, and saw, themiracles which he was working.
7For there were many instances of people with foul spirits, where the spirits, with loud

screams, came out of them; andmanywhowere paralysed or lamewere cured,
8 so that there was great rejoicing throughout that city.
9Therewas staying in the city amannamedSimon,whohadbeenpracticingmagic there

andmystifying the Samaritan people, giving himself out to be some great being.
10Everyone, high and low, paid attention to him. “This man,” they used to say, “must be

that power of God which people call ‘The Great Power.’ ”
11And they paid attention to him because they had for a long time beenmystified by his

magic arts.
12However, when they came to believe Philip, as he told them the good news about the

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, bothmen andwomen.
13Even Simon believed, and after his baptism attached himself to Philip, and was in his

turnmystified at seeing signs and great miracles constantly occurring.
14 When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that the Samaritans had welcomed God’s

message, they sent Peter and John to them;
15and they, on their arrival, prayed that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit.
16 (As yet the Spirit had not descended on any of them; they had only been baptised in

the name of the Lord Jesus).
17Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
18When Simon saw that it was through the placing of the apostles’ hands on them that

the Spirit was given, he brought them a sum of money and said,
19 ‘Givemealso thispowerofyours, so that, if I placemyhandsonanyone, hemayreceive

the Holy Spirit.’
20 ‘A curse on you and on your silver,’ Peter exclaimed, ‘for thinking that God’s free gift

can be bought withmoney!
21You have no share or part in ourmessage, for your heart is not right with God.
22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord, that, if possible,

youmay be forgiven for such a thought;
23 for I see that you have fallen into the bitterness of envy and the fetters of sin.’
24 ‘Pray to the Lord for me, all of you,’ Simon answered, ‘so that none of the things you

have spoken of may happen tome.’
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25 Peter and John, having borne their testimony and delivered the Lord’s message,
returned to Jerusalem, telling the good news, as they went, in many Samaritan villages.

26Meanwhile an angel of the Lord had said to Philip, ‘Set out on a journey southwards,
along the road that runs down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (It is now deserted).

27 So Philip set out on a journey; and on his way he came on an official of high rank, in
the service of Candace, Queen of the Abyssinians. He was her treasurer, and had been to
Jerusalem to worship,

28andwas now on his way home, sitting in his carriage and reading the prophet Isaiah.
29The Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go up to the carriage over there and keep close to it.’
30 So Philip ran up, and he heard the Abyssinian reading the prophet Isaiah.
‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ he asked.
31 ‘How can I,’ the other answered, ‘unless someonewill explain it tome?’ and he invited

Philip to get up and sit by his side.
32The passage of scripture which he was reading was this –

“Like a sheep, he was led away to slaughter,
and as a lamb is dumb in the hands of its shearer,
so he refrains from opening his lips.

33Hewas humiliated and justice was denied him.
Whowill tell the story of his generation?

For his life is cut off from earth.”
34 ‘Now,’ said the Treasurer, addressing Philip, ‘tell me, of whom is the prophet speaking?
Of himself, or of someone else?’
35 Then Philip began, and, taking this passage as his text, told him the good news about
Jesus.

36 Presently, as they were going along the road, they came to some water, and the
Treasurer exclaimed, ‘Look! Here is water; what is to prevent my being baptised?’

37 *
38 So he ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water – both Philip

and the Treasurer – and Philip baptised him.
39But, when they cameup out of thewater, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, and

the Treasurer saw nomore of him; for he continued his journey with a joyful heart.
40But Philip was found at Ashdod, and, as he went on his way, he told the good news in

all the towns through which he passed, until he came to Caesarea.

9
1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord,

went to the high priest,
2and askedhim to give him letters to the Jewish congregations at Damascus, authorising

him, if he found there any supporters of the Way, whether men or women, to have them
put in chains and brought to Jerusalem.

3While on his journey, as he was nearing Damascus, suddenly a light from the heavens
flashed around him.

4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him – ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecutingme?’

5 ‘Who are you, Lord?’ he asked.
‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the voice answered;
6 ‘Yet stand up and go into the city, and youwill be told what youmust do.’
7 The men traveling with Saul were meanwhile standing speechless; they heard the

sound of the voice, but saw no one.
8When Saul got up from the ground, though his eyes were open, he could see nothing.

So his men led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus;
9and for three days he was unable to see, and took nothing either to eat or to drink.
10Now there was at Damascus a disciple named Ananias, to whom, in a vision, the Lord

said, ‘Ananias.’
‘Yes, Lord,’ he answered.
11 ‘Go at once,’ said the Lord, ‘to the Straight Street, and ask at Judas’s house for a

man named Saul, from Tarsus. He is at thismoment praying,

* 8:37Some latermanuscripts add: Philip said, ‘If youbelievewithyourwholeheart, youmay.’ Andhe replied, ‘I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’
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12 and he has seen, in a vision, a man named Ananias coming in and placing his
hands on him, so that hemay recover his sight.’

13 ‘Lord,’ exclaimedAnanias, ‘I haveheard frommanypeopleabout thisman –howmuch
harm he has done at Jerusalem to your people there.

14And, here, too, he holds authority from the chief priests to put in chains all those who
invoke your name.’

15But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for thisman ismy chosen instrument to upholdmy
name before the Gentiles and their kings, and the people of Israel.

16 I will myself show him all that he has to suffer formy name.’
17 So Ananias went, entered the house, and, placing his hands on Saul, said, ‘Saul, my

brother, I have been sent by the Lord – by Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here –
so that youmay recover your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’

18 Instantly it seemed as if a film fell from Saul’s eyes, and his sight was restored. Then
he got up andwas baptised,

19and, after he had taken food, he felt his strength return.

Saul stayed for some days with the disciples whowere at Damascus,
20and at once began in the synagogues to proclaim Jesus as the Son of God.
21All who heard himwere amazed.
‘Is not this,’ they asked, ‘the man who worked havoc in Jerusalem among those that

invoke this name, and who had also come here for the express purpose of having such
persons put in chains and taken before the chief priests?’

22 Saul’s influence, however, kept steadily increasing, and he confounded the Jewish
people who lived in Damascus by the proofs that he gave that Jesus was the Christ.

23After some time some of them laid a plot to kill Saul,
24but it became known to him. They even watched the gates day and night, to kill him;
25but his disciples let him down by night through an opening in the wall, lowering him

in a basket.
26Onhisarrival in Jerusalem, Saulattempted to join thedisciples, but theywereall afraid

of him, as they did not believe that he was really a disciple.
27Barnabas, however, takinghimby thehand, broughthim to theapostles, and told them

thewhole story of howSaul onhis journeyhad seen the Lord, andhow the Lordhad talked
to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken out fearlessly in the name of Jesus.

28After that, Saul remained in Jerusalem, in close contactwith the apostles; andhe spoke
fearlessly in the name of the Lord,

29 talking and arguing with the Jews of foreign birth, who, however, made attempts to
kill him.

30But, when the followers found this out, they took him down to Caesarea, and sent him
on his way to Tarsus.

31And so it came about that the church, throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, enjoyed
peace and became firmly established; and, ordering its life by respect for the Lord and the
help of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers.

32 Peter, while traveling from place to place throughout the country, went down to visit
the people of Christ living at Lydda.

33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years with
paralysis.

34 ‘Aeneas,’ Peter said to him, ‘Jesus Christ cures you. Get up, andmake your bed.’ Aeneas
got up at once;

35and all the inhabitants of Lydda and of the Plain of Sharon saw him, and came over to
the Lord’s side.

36At Joppa there lived a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which is in Greek “Dorcas” –
a Gazelle. Her life was spent in doing kind and charitable actions.

37 Just at that time she was taken ill, and died; and they had washed her body and laid it
out in an upstairs room.

38 Joppa was near Lydda, and the disciples, having heard that Peter was at Lydda, sent
twomenwith the request that he come to themwithout delay.

39 Peter returned with them at once. On his arrival, he was taken upstairs, and all the
widows came round him in tears, showing the coats and other clothing which Dorcas had
made while she was among them.
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40But Peter sent everybody out of the room, and knelt down and prayed. Then, turning
to the body, he said, ‘Tabitha! Stand up.’
She opened her eyes, and, seeing Peter, sat up.
41 Giving her his hand, Peter raised her up, and, calling in the widows and others of

Christ’s people, presented her to them alive.
42This became known all through Joppa, and numbers of people came to believe in the

Lord.
43And Peter stayed some days at Joppa with a tanner named Simon.

10
1At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in the regiment known as

the “Italian Regiment,”
2A religiousman and onewho reverencedGod, with all his household. Hewas liberal in

his charities to the people, and prayed to God constantly.
3Oneafternoon, about threeo’clock, hedistinctly sawinavisionanangel fromGodcome

to him, and call him by name.
4Cornelius fixed his eyes on him and, in great alarm, said, ‘What is it, Lord?’
‘Your prayers and your charities,’ the angel answered, ‘have been an acceptable offering

to God.
5And now, send messengers to Joppa and fetch a man called Simon, who is also known

as Peter.
6He is lodging with a tanner named Simon, who has a house near the sea.’
7When the angel, who had spoken to him, had gone, Cornelius called two servants and

a religious soldier, who was one of his constant attendants,
8and, after telling them the whole story, sent them to Joppa.
9On thenext day,while thesemenwere on theirway, just as theywerenearing the town,

Peter went up on the housetop about midday to pray.
10He became hungry and wanted something to eat; but while it was being prepared, he

fell into a trance,
11 and saw that the heavens were open, and that something like a great sail was

descending, let down by its four corners towards the earth.
12 In it were all kinds of quadrupeds, reptiles, and birds.
13Thenhewas aware of a voicewhich said – ‘Standup, Peter, kill something, andeat.’
14 ‘No, Lord, I cannot,’ answered Peter, ‘for I have never eaten anything defiled and

unclean.’
15Again he was aware of a voice which said – ‘What God has pronounced clean, do

not regard as defiled.’
16This happened three times, and then suddenly it was all taken up into the heavens.
17While Peter was still perplexed as to the meaning of the vision that he had seen, the

men sent by Cornelius, having enquired the way to Simon’s house, came up to the gate,
18and called out andasked if the Simon,whowas also knownas Peter,was lodging there.
19 Peter was still pondering over the vision, when the Spirit said to him, ‘There are two

men looking for you at this moment.
20Go down at once and do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them.’
21 Peter went down to the men and said, ‘I am the person you are looking for. What is

your reason for coming?’
22 The men replied, ‘Our centurion, Cornelius, a pious man who reverences God and is

well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, has been instructed by a holy angel to send for
you to his house, and to listen to what you have to say.’

23 So Peter invited them in and entertained them.
Thenext day he lost no time in setting outwith them, accompanied by someof the Lord’s

followers from Joppa;
24 and the day following he entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them, and had

invited his relatives and intimate friends to meet them.
25 So, when Peter entered the city, Cornelius met him, and, throwing himself at Peter’s

feet, bowed to the ground.
26 Peter, however, lifted him up, saying as he did so, ‘Stand up, I am only human like

yourself.’
27 Talking with him as he went, Peter entered the house, where he found a large

gathering of people, to whom he said,
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28 ‘You are doubtless aware that it is forbidden for a Jew to be intimate with a foreigner,
or even to enter his house; andyetGodhas shownme that I ought not to call anyonedefiled
or unclean.

29 That was why I came, when I was sent for, without raising any objection. And now I
ask your reason for sending for me.’

30 ‘Just three days ago this very hour,’ Cornelius said, ‘I was in my house, saying the
Afternoon Prayers, when aman in dazzling clothing suddenly stood before me.

31 “Cornelius,” he said, “your prayer has been heard, and your charities have been
accepted, by God.

32 Therefore send to Joppa, and invite the Simon, who is also known as Peter, to come
here. He is lodging in the house of Simon the tanner, near the sea.”

33Accordingly I sent to you at once, and you have been so good as to come. And nowwe
are all here in the presence of God, to listen to all that youhave been instructed by the Lord
to say.’

34Then Peter began.
‘I see, beyond all doubt,’ he said, ‘that God does not show partiality,
35but that in every nation hewho reverences him and doeswhat is right is acceptable to

him.
36Godhas sent hismessage to the Israelites and told them, through Jesus Christ, the good

news of peace – and Jesus is Lord of all!
37You yourselves know the story which spread through all Judea, how, beginning from

Galilee, after the baptismwhich John proclaimed –
38 the story, I mean, of Jesus of Nazareth, and how God consecrated him his Christ by

enduing himwith the Holy Spirit andwith power; and howhewent about doing good and
curing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

39We are ourselves, too, witnesses to all that he did in Judea and in Jerusalem; yet they
put him to death by hanging him on a cross!

40This Jesus God raised on the third day, and enabled him to appear,
41 not indeed to everyone, but to witnesses chosen beforehand by God – to us, who ate

and drank with him after his resurrection from the dead.
42Further, God charged us to proclaim to the people, and solemnly affirm, that it is Jesus

who has been appointed by God judge of the living and the dead.
43 To him it is that all the prophets bear witness, when they say that everyone who

believes in him receives through his name forgiveness of sins.’
44 Before Peter had finished saying these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all who were

listening to themessage.
45Those converts from Judaism, who had come with Peter, were amazed that the gift of

the Holy Spirit had been bestowed even on the Gentiles;
46 for they heard them speaking in different languages and extolling God. At this Peter

asked,
47 ‘Can anyone refuse the water for the baptism of these people, now that they have

received the Holy Spirit as we did ourselves?’
48And he directed that they should be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ; after which

they asked him to stay there a few days longer.

11
1 The apostles and the followers throughout Judea heard that even the Gentiles had

welcomed God’s message.
2 But, when Peter went up to Jerusalem, those who were converts from Judaism began

to attack him,
3 on the ground that he had visited people who were not circumcised, and had taken

meals with them.
4 So Peter began to relate the facts to them as they had occurred.
5 ‘I was in the town of Joppa,’ he said, ‘and was praying; and, while in a trance, I saw a

vision. There was something like a great sail descending, let down by its four corners out
of the heavens; and it came right down tome.

6 Looking intently at it, I began to distinguish quadrupeds, wild beasts, reptiles, and
birds;

7and I also heard a voice saying to me – “Stand up, Peter, kill something and eat.”
8 “No, Lord, I cannot,” I answered, “for nothing defiled or unclean has ever passed my

lips.”
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9Thena second time there cameavoice from theheavens. “WhatGodhaspronounced
clean”, it said, “youmust not call defiled.”

10This happened three times, and then all was drawn up again into the heavens.
11At that moment three men, who had been sent from Caesarea to see me, came up to

the house in which wewere.
12The Spirit toldme to gowith themwithout hesitation. These six companions alsowent

withme. And, whenwe came into theman’s house,
13he told us howhehad seen the angel standing in his house, andhow the angel had said

to him – “Send to Joppa and fetch the Simon, who is also known as Peter;
14 for he will tell you truths, which will prove themeans of salvation to you and all your

household.”
15 I had but just begun to speak,’ continued Peter, ‘when the Holy Spirit fell on them,

exactly as on us at the first;
16and I recalled the saying of theMaster – “John baptisedwith water, but youwill be

baptised with the Holy Spirit.”
17 Since then, God had given them the very same gift as he gave us when we became

believers in Jesus Christ the Master –whowas I that I could thwart God?’
18 On hearing this statement, they said no more, but broke out into praise of God. ‘So

even to the Gentiles,’ they exclaimed, ‘God has granted the repentancewhich leads to life!’

19 Now those who had been scattered in different directions, in consequence of the
persecution that followed the death of Stephen, went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and
Antioch, telling themessage – but only to Jews.

20 Some of them, however, who were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, on coming to Antioch,
addressed themselves also to the Jews of foreign birth, telling them the good news about
that Lord Jesus.

21 The power of the Lord was with them, so that a great number who had learned to
believe came over to the Lord’s side.

22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent
Barnabas to Antioch.

23On coming there he saw to his great joy these tokens of the loving kindness of God, and
encouraged them all to make up their minds to be faithful to the Lord –

24 For Barnabas was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith – and a large
number of people took their stand on the Lord’s side.

25Afterwards Barnabas left for Tarsus to look for Saul;
26and,whenhehad foundhim, hebrought him toAntioch. And so it cameabout that, for

a whole year, they attended the meetings of the church there, and taught a large number
of people; and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called “Christians.”

27During this time, some prophets came to Antioch from Jerusalem.
28 One of them, named Agabus, came forward and, under the influence of the Spirit,

foretold a great famine that was to spread over all the world – a famine which occurred
in the reign of Claudius.

29So the disciples, without exception, determined, in proportion to their means, to send
something to help the followers living in Judea.

30And this they did, sending it to the church elders by Barnabas and Saul.

12
1 Itwas at that time thatKingHerodbegan to ill-treat someof themembers of the church.
2He had James, the brother of John, beheaded;
3 and, when he saw that the Jews were pleased with this, he proceeded to arrest Peter

also. (This was during the Festival of the unleavened bread.)
4After seizing Peter, Herod put him in prison, and entrusted him to the keeping of four

Guards of four soldiers each, intending, after the Passover, to bring him up before the
people.

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but meanwhile the prayers of the church were being
earnestly offered to God on his behalf.

6 JustwhenHerodwas intending to bring himbefore the people, on that very night Peter
was asleep between two soldiers, chained to them both, while there were sentries in front
of the door, guarding the prison.
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7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the cell. The angel
struck Peter on the side, and roused himwith the words, ‘Get up quickly.’

8 The chains dropped from his wrists, and then the angel said, ‘Put on your belt and
sandals.’ When Peter had done so, the angel added, ‘Throw your cloak round you and
followme.’

9 Peter followed him out, not knowing that what was happening under the angel’s
guidance was real, but thinking that he was seeing a vision.

10 Passing the first Guard, and then the second, they came to the iron gate leading into
the city, which opened to them of itself; and, when they had passed through that, and had
walked along one street, all at once the angel left him.

11Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I know beyond all doubt that the Lord has
sent his angel, and has rescuedme fromHerod’s hands and fromall that the Jewish people
have been expecting.’

12As soon as he realized what had happened, he went to the house of Mary, the mother
of John who was also known as Mark, where a number of people were gathered together,
praying.

13Onhis knocking at the door in the gate, amaidservant, named Rhoda, came to answer
it.

14She recognized Peter’s voice, but in her joy left the gate unopened, and ran in, and told
them that Peter was standing outside.

15 ‘You are mad!’ they exclaimed. But, when she persisted that it was so, they said, ‘It
must be his spirit!’

16Meanwhile Peter went on knocking, and, when they opened the gate and saw him,
they were amazed.

17Peter signed to themwith his hand to be silent, and then told them how the Lord had
brought him out of the prison, adding, ‘Tell James and the others all this.’ Then he left the
house, and went away to another place.

18 In themorning there was a great stir among the soldiers –what could have become of
Peter!

19And, when Herod had made further search for him and failed to find him, he closely
questioned the Guard, and ordered them away to execution. Then he went down from
Judea to stay at Caesarea.

20 It happened that Herod was deeply offended with the people of Tyre and Sidon, but
they went in a body to him, and, having succeeded in winning over Blastus, the Chamber-
lain, they begged Herod for a reconciliation, because their country was dependent on the
king’s for its food supply.

21Onan appointed dayHerod, wearing his state robes, seated himself on his throne, and
delivered an oration.

22The people kept shouting, ‘It is the voice of God, and not of a person!’
23 Instantly an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give God the glory; and

he was attacked with worms, and died.
24Meanwhile the Lord’s message kept extending, and spreading far and wide.

25When Barnabas and Saul had carried out their mission, they returned to Jerusalem,
and took with them John, whowas also known asMark.

The Church and the Gentiles
13

Acts of the Apostle Paul
1Among themembers of the churchatAntioch therewere several prophets and teachers

– Barnabas, Simeon who was known by the name of “Black”, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen,
foster-brother of Prince Herod, and Saul.

2While they were engaged in the worship of the Lord and were fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul, for the work to which I have called them.’

3Accordingly, after fasting and prayer, they placed their hands on them and dismissed
them.

4Barnabas and Saul, sent on thismission, as theywere, by the Holy Spirit, went down to
Seleucia, and from there sailed to Cyprus.

5On reaching Salamis, they began to tell the message of God in the Jewish synagogues;
and they had Johnwith them as an assistant.
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6 After passing through the whole island, they reached Paphos, where they found an
astrologer who pretended to be a prophet – a Jew by birth, whose namewas Barjoshua.

7Hewas at the court of the Governor, Sergius Paulus, aman of intelligence, who sent for
Barnabas and Saul and asked to be told God’s message.

8But Elymas, the astrologer (for that is the meaning of the word), opposed them, eager
to divert the Governor’s attention from the faith.

9However, Saul (who is the same as Paul), full of the Holy Spirit, fixed his eyes on him
and said,

10 ‘You incarnation of deceit and all fraud! You son of the devil! You opponent of all that
is good! Will you never cease to divert the straight paths of the Lord? Listen!

11The hand of the Lord is on you even now, and you will be blind for a time and unable
to see the sun.’ Immediately amist and darkness fell on him, and hewent feeling about for
someone to guide him.

12When the Governor saw what had happened, he became a believer in Christ, being
greatly impressed by the teaching about the Lord.

13 After this, Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and went to Perga in
Pamphylia, where John left them and returned to Jerusalem.

14The otherswent on fromPerga and arrived at Antioch in Pisidia. There theywent into
the synagogue on the Sabbath and took their seats.

15 After the reading of the Law and the prophets, the synagogue leader sent them this
message – ‘Friends, if you have any helpful words to address to the people, now is the time
to speak.’

16 So Paul rose and, motioning with his hand, said:
‘People of Israel and all here whoworship God, hear what I have to say.
17 The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors, and during their stay in Egypt

increased the prosperity of the people, and thenwith uplifted arm brought them out from
that land.

18For about forty years he bore with them in the desert;
19 then, after destroying seven heathen nations in Canaan, he allotted their land to this

people –
20 For about four hundred and fifty years. In later times he gave them Judges, of whom

the prophet Samuel was the last.
21And, when they demanded a king, God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the

tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty years.
22After removing him, he raised David to the throne, and bore this testimony to him –

“In David, the son of Jesse, I have found a man after my own heart, who will carry out all
my purposes.”

23 It was from this man’s descendants that God, in accordance with his promise, gave
Israel a Saviour – Jesus;

24 Johnhavingfirst proclaimed, before the appearance of Jesus, a baptismon repentance
for all the people of Israel.

25As Johnwas drawing towards the end of his career, he said “What do you suppose that
I am? I amnot the Christ. But there is ‘one coming’ afterme, whose sandal I amnotworthy
to untie.”

26Brothers and sisters, descendants of Abraham, and all those among youwhoworship
God, it was to us that themessage of this salvation was sent.

27 The people of Jerusalem and their leaders, failing to recognise Jesus, and not under-
standing the utterances of the prophets that are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by
condemning him.

28They found no ground at all for putting him to death, and yet demanded his execution
from Pilate;

29 and, after carrying out everything written about him, they took Jesus down from the
cross, and laid him in a tomb.

30But God raised him from the dead;
31 and he appeared for many days to those who had gone up with him from Galilee to

Jerusalem, and who are nowwitnesses for him to the people.
32We also have good news to tell you, about the promise made to our ancestors –
33 That our children have had this promise completely fulfilled to them by God, by his

raising Jesus. That is just what is said in the second Psalm –
“You aremy Son; this day I have become your Father.”
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34As to his raising Jesus from the dead, never again to return to corruption, this is what is
said –
“I will give to you the sacred promises made to David;”
35And, therefore, in another Psalm it is said –
“Youwill not give up the Holy One to undergo corruption.”
36David, after obediently doing God’s will in his own time, fell asleep and was laid by the
side of his ancestors, and did undergo corruption;
37but Jesus, whomGod raised from the dead, did not undergo corruption.
38 I would, therefore, like you to know, friends, that through Jesus forgiveness of sins is
being proclaimed to you,
39 and that, in union with him, everyone who believes in him is absolved from every sin
fromwhich under the Law of Moses you could not be absolved.
40Beware, therefore, that what is said in the prophets does not come true of you –
41 “Look, you despisers, and wonder, and perish;
for I am doing a deed in your days –

a deed which, though told you in full, you will never believe”.’
42As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people begged for a repetition of
this teaching on the next Sabbath.
43After the congregation had dispersed, many of the Jews, and of the converts who joined
in their worship, followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to
continue to rely on the loving kindness of God.

44On the following Sabbath, almost all the city gathered to hear God’s message.
45 But the sight of the crowds of people filled the minds of the Jews with jealousy, and

they kept contradicting Paul’s statements in violent language.
46Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out fearlessly, and said:
‘It was necessary that themessage of God should be told to you first; but, since you reject

it and reckon yourselves not worthy of the eternal life –we turn to the Gentiles!
47For this is the Lord’s command to us –

“I have destined you for a light to the Gentiles,
a means of salvation to the ends of the earth”.’
48On hearing this, the Gentiles were glad and extolled God’s message; and all those who
had been enrolled for eternal life became believers in Christ;
49and the Lord’s message was carried throughout that district.
50But the Jews incited the women of high social standing who worshiped with them, and
the leading men of the town, and started a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and
drove them out of their region.
51They, however, shook the dust off their feet in protest,
52andwent to Iconium, leaving the disciples full of joy and of the Holy Spirit.

14
1 The same thing occurred in Iconium, where Paul and Barnabas went into the Jewish

synagogue, and spoke in such away that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed
in Christ.

2But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles, and poisoned their minds
against the Lord’s followers.

3Therefore Paul and Barnabas spent a long time there, and spoke out fearlessly, relying
on the Lord, who confirmed the message of his love by permitting signs and wonders to
take place at their hands.

4But the townspeople were divided, some siding with the Jews, somewith the apostles;
5 and, when there was an attempt on the part of both Gentiles and Jews, with their

leaders, to resort to violence and to stone them,
6 the apostles heard of it, and took refuge in Lystra and Derbe, towns in Lycaonia, and in

the district round,
7and there they continued to tell the good news.
8 In the streets of Lystra there used to sit a man who had no power in his feet; he had

been lame from his birth, and had never walked.
9Thismanwas listening to Paul speaking,whenPaul, looking intently at him, and seeing

that he had the faith to be healed,
10 said loudly, ‘Stand upright on your feet.’
Theman leaped up, and began walking about,
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11and the crowd, seeing what Paul had done, called out in the Lycaonian language, ‘The
Gods have come down to us in human form.’

12 So they called Barnabas “Zeus,” and Paul “Hermes,” because he took the lead in
speaking;

13and the priest of Zeus-beyond-the-Walls, accompanied by the crowd, brought bullocks
and garlands to the gates, with the intention of offering sacrifices.

14 But, when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes and
rushed out into the crowd.
‘Friends, why are you doing this?’ they shouted.
15 ‘We are only people like yourselves, and we have come with the good news that you

should turn away from these follies to a living God, who made the heavens, the earth, the
sea, and everything that is in them.

16 In bygone times he permitted all the nations to go their ownways.
17 Yet he has not failed to give you, in the good he does, some revelation of himself

– sending you from heaven rain and fruitful seasons, and gladdening your hearts with
plenty and good cheer.’

18Even with this appeal they could hardly restrain the people from offering sacrifice to
them.

19Presently, however, there came some Jews fromAntioch, and Iconiumwho, after they
had won over the people, stoned Paul, and dragged him out of the town, thinking him to
be dead.

20 But, when the disciples had gathered round him, he got up and went back into the
town; the next day he went with Barnabas to Derbe.

21After telling the good news throughout that town, and making a number of converts,
they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

22 reassuring the minds of the disciples, urging them to remain true to the faith, and
showing that it is only throughmany troubles that we can enter the kingdom of God.

23 They also appointed elders for them in every church, and, after prayer and fasting,
commended them to the Lord in whom they had learned to believe.

24Paul and Barnabas then went through Pisidia, and came into Pamphylia,
25and, after telling themessage at Perga, went down to Attaleia.
26 From there they sailed to Antioch – the place where they had been committed to the

gracious care of God for the work which they had now finished.
27After their arrival, they gathered the church together, and gave an account of all that

God had helped them to do, and especially how he had opened to the Gentiles the door of
faith;

28and at Antioch they stayed with the disciples for a considerable time.

15
1 But certain persons came down from Judea, and began to teach the Lord’s followers

that, unless theywere circumcised, in accordancewith the customrequiredbyMoses, they
could not be saved.

2 This gave rise to a serious dispute, and much discussion, between Paul and Barnabas
and these people, and it was therefore settled that Paul and Barnabas and others of their
number should go up to Jerusalem, to consult the apostles and church elders about the
matter under discussion.

3 The church, therefore, sent them on their journey, and they made their way through
Phoenicia and Samaria, telling the story of the conversion of the Gentiles, to the great joy
of all the followers.

4 On their arrival at Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church, as well as by the
apostles and the elders, and gave an account of all that God had helped them to do.

5 Some of the Pharisees’ party, however, who had become believers in Christ, came
forward and declared that they were bound to circumcise converts and to direct them to
observe the Law of Moses.

6The apostles and the church elders held ameeting to consider this question.
7After much discussion, Peter rose and said:
‘You, my friends, knowwell that long ago God singled me out – that through my lips the

Gentiles should hear themessage of the good news, and become believers in Christ.
8NowGod, who reads all hearts, declared his acceptance of the Gentiles, by giving them

the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us.
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9He made no distinction between them and us, when he purified their hearts by their
faith.

10Why, then, do you now provoke God, by putting on the necks of these disciples a yoke
which neither our ancestors nor wewere able to bear?

11No, it is through the loving kindness of the Lord Jesus that we, just as they do, believe
that we have been saved.’

12Every voice in the assembly was hushed, as they listened to Barnabas and Paul, while
they gave an account of all the signs and wonders which God had shown among the
Gentiles through them.

13After they had finished speaking, James addressed the Council.
‘Friends,’ he began, ‘hear what I have to say.
14 Simon has described the manner in which God first visited the Gentiles, in order to

take from among them a people to bear his name.
15And that is in harmonywith the words of the prophets, where they say –

16 “After this I will return;
and I will rebuild the house of David which has fallen –
its ruins I will rebuild,

and will set it up oncemore;
17 that so the rest of mankindmay earnestly seek the Lord –
even all the Gentiles on whommy name has been bestowed,

18 says the Lord, as he does these things, known from long ago.”
19 In my judgment, therefore, we should not add to the difficulties of those Gentiles who
are turning to God,
20 but we should write to them to abstain from food that has been polluted by being
sacrificed to idols, from impurity, from eating the flesh of strangled animals, and from
blood.
21For in every town, for generations past, there have been those who preach Moses, read
as he is in the synagogues every Sabbath.’

22 Itwas thendecidedby the apostles and the elders, with the assent of thewhole church,
to choose some of their number, and send them to Antiochwith Paul and Barnabas. Those
chosen were Judas (called Barsabas) and Silas, who were leaders among the community.

23They were bearers of the following letter –
“The apostles, and the followers who are the church elders, send their greetings to the

followers of the Lord of Gentile birth in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia.
24 As we had heard that some of our number had upset you by their assertions, and
unsettled yourminds –without instructions from us –
25Wemet and decided to choose certain men and send them to you with our dear friends
Barnabas and Paul,
26who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
27Weareaccordingly sending JudasandSilas, and theywill tell youbywordofmouthwhat
we are nowwriting.
28We have, therefore, decided, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to lay no further
burden on you beyond these necessary conditions –
29That youabstain fromfoodoffered to idols, fromblood, fromeating thefleshof strangled
animals, and from impurity. If you guard yourselves against such things, it will be well
with you. Farewell.”
30 So the bearers of this letter were sent on their way, and went down to Antioch. There
they called ameeting of all the followers,
31 and delivered the letter, the reading of which caused great rejoicing by its encouraging
contents.
32 Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, further encouraged the them by many
an address, and strengthened their faith.
33 After some stay, they were dismissed with kind farewells from the followers, and
returned to those who had sent them.
34 *

35 Paul and Barnabas, however, remained in Antioch, where they taught and, with the
help of many others, told the good news of the Lord’s message.

36 Some time after this, Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us go back and visit the Lord’s
followers in every town in which we have told the Lord’s message, and see how they are
prospering.’

* 15:34 Some later manuscripts add: But Silas decided to stay.
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37Barnabas wished to take with them John, whose other namewasMark;
38but Paul felt that they ought not to take with them themanwho had deserted them in

Pamphylia, and had not gone onwith them to their work.
39 This caused such unpleasant feeling between them that they parted ways, Barnabas

takingMark and sailing for Cyprus,
40while Paul chose Silas for his companion and, after he had been committed by the

followers to the gracious care of the Lord,
41 started on his journey andwent through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches

in the faith.

16
1 Among other places Paul went to Derbe and Lystra. At the latter place they found a

disciple, named Timothy, whose mother was a Jewish woman who was a believer, while
his father was a Greek,

2andwhowas well spoken of by the followers of the Lord in Lystra and Iconium.
3Wishing to take this man with him on his journey, Paul caused him to be circumcised

out of consideration for the Jews in that region, for they all knew that his father had been
a Greek.

4As they traveled from town to town, they gave the followers the decisions which had
been reached by the apostles and church elders at Jerusalem, for them to observe.

5 So the churches grew stronger in the faith, and increased in numbers from day to day.
6 They next went through the Phrygian district of Galatia, but were restrained by the

Holy Spirit from delivering themessage in Roman Asia.
7When they reached the borders of Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the

Spirit of Jesus did not permit them.
8Passing throughMysia, they went down to Troas;
9 and there one night Paul saw a vision. A Macedonian was standing and appealing to

him – “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”
10 So, immediately after Paul had seen the vision, we looked for an opportunity to cross

over to Macedonia, concluding that God had summoned us to tell the good news to the
people there.

11Accordingly we set sail from Troas, and ran before the wind to Samothrace, reaching
Neapolis the next day.

12 From there we made our way to Philippi, which is the principal city of that part of
Macedonia, and also a Roman Settlement.
In that city we spent several days.
13On the Sabbath we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there

would be a place of prayer; andwe sat down and talked to the womenwhowere gathered
there.

14 Among them was a woman, named Lydia, belonging to Thyatira, a dealer in purple
cloth, who was accustomed to join in the worship of God. The Lord touched this woman’s
heart, so that she gave attention to themessage delivered by Paul,

15 and, when she and her household had been baptised, she urged us to become her
guests.
‘Since you have shown your conviction,’ she said, ‘that I really am a believer in the Lord,

come and stay inmy house.’ And she insisted on our doing so.
16One day, aswewere on ourway to the place of prayer, weweremet by a girl possessed

by a divining spirit, whomade large profits for her masters by fortune-telling.
17This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, calling, ‘These men are servants of the most

high God, and they are bringing you news of a way to salvation.’
18 She had been doing this for several days, when Paul, much vexed, turned and said to

the spirit within her, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to leave her.’ That very
moment the spirit left her.

19When her masters saw that there was no hope of further profit from her, they seized
Paul and Silas, dragged them into the public square to the authorities,

20and took them before theMagistrates.
‘Thesemen are causing a great disturbance in our town,’ they complained;
21 ‘They are Jews, and they are teaching customs which it is not right for us, as Romans,

to sanction or adopt.’
22The mob rose as one person against them, and the Magistrates stripped them of their

clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods.
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23 After beating them severely, the Magistrates put them in prison, with orders to the
jailer to keep them in safe custody.

24On receiving so strict an order, the Governor put them into the inner cell, and secured
their feet in the stocks.

25 About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and
while the prisoners were listening to them,

26 suddenly there was an earthquake of such violence that the jail was shaken to its
foundations; all the doors flew open, and all the prisoners’ chains were loosened.

27Roused fromhis sleep, and seeing theprisondoors open, theGovernordrewhis sword
intending to kill himself, in the belief that the prisoners had escaped.

28But Paul called out loudly, ‘Do not harm yourself! We are all here.’
29 Calling for a light, the Governor rushed in, and flung himself trembling at the feet of

Paul and Silas.
30Then he led them out, and said, ‘Whatmust I do to be saved?’
31 ‘Believe in Jesus, our Lord,’ they replied, ‘and you will be saved, you and your

household too.’
32Then they spoke to him of God’s message, and to all his household as well.
33And that veryhourof thenight he took themandwashed theirwounds, andhehimself

and everyone belonging to himwere baptised without delay.
34 Afterwards he took them up to his house and set before them something to eat,

rejoicing that he, with all his household, had come to believe in God.
35 In the morning the Magistrates sent the guards with an order for the men to be

discharged.
36 The jailer told Paul of his instructions. ‘The Magistrates have sent an order for your

discharge,’ he said, ‘so you had better leave the place at once and go quietly away.’
37 But Paul’s answer to them was, ‘They have flogged us in public without trial, though

we are Roman citizens, and they have put us in prison, and now they are for sending us
out secretly! No, indeed! Let them come and take us out themselves.’

38The guards reported his words to theMagistrates, who, on hearing that Paul and Silas
were Roman citizens, were alarmed,

39andwent to the prison, and did their best to conciliate them. Then they took themout,
and begged them to leave the city.

40When Paul and Silas left the prison, they went to Lydia’s house, and, after they had
seen the Lord’s followers, and encouraged them, they left the place.

17
1After passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, Paul and Silas came to Thessalonica.

Here the Jews had a synagogue;
2 and, following his usual custom, Paul joined them, and for three Sabbaths addressed

them, drawing his arguments from the scriptures.
3He laidbefore themandexplained that theChristmust undergo sufferingand rise from

the dead; and ‘It is this man,’ he declared, ‘who is the Christ – this Jesus about whom I am
telling you.’

4 Some of the people were convinced, and threw in their lot with Paul and Silas, as did
also a large body of Greekswhowere accustomed to join in the Jewish services, and a great
number of leading women.

5 But the Jewish leaders, becoming jealous, engaged some worthless fellows from the
streets, and, getting amob together, kept the city in anuproar. They attacked Jason’s house,
with the intention of bringing Paul and Silas before the Popular Assembly;

6 and, not finding them there, they proceeded to drag Jason and some of the Lord’s
followers before the city magistrates, shouting out,
‘Thesemen, who have turned the world upside down, have now come here,
7 and have been harboured by Jason! They are all defying the decrees of the Emperor.

They say that someone else is king – aman called Jesus!’
8On hearing this, the people and the city magistrates weremuch concerned;
9and, before letting them go, they took bail from Jason and the others.
10 That very night the followers sent Paul and Silas off to Beroea; and on reaching that

place, they went to the Jewish synagogue.
11 These Jews of Beroea were better disposed than those in Thessalonica, for they

welcomed the message with great readiness, and daily examined the scriptures to see if
what was said was true.



Acts 17:12 346 Acts 18:4

12 As a consequence, many of them became believers in Christ, besides a considerable
number of Greek women of position, and of men also.

13But, when the Jewish leaders in Thessalonica found out that God’s message had been
delivered by Paul at Beroea, they came there too, exciting and disturbing theminds of the
people.

14 The followers immediately arranged for Paul to go away to the coast, but both Silas
and Timothy stayed behind in Beroea.

15The friendswhoescortedPaul tookhimas farasAthens, and, after receivingamessage
for Silas and Timothy to join him as quickly as possible, they started on their return.

16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his heart was stirred at seeing the whole
city full of idols.

17 So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who joined in their
worship, as well as daily in the public Square with those who happened to be there.

18Among others, some Epicurean and Stoic Philosophers joined issue with him. Some
asked ‘What is this prater wanting to make out?’, while others said ‘He seems to be a
preacher of foreign Deities.’ (This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus
and the resurrection).

19 So they laid hold of him and took him to the Court of Areopagus.
‘Maywe hear,’ they asked, ‘what new teaching this is which you are giving?
20 For you are bringing some strange things to our notice, and we should like to know

what theymean.’
21 (All Athenians and the foreigners staying in the city found no time for anything else

but telling, or listening to, the last new thing.)
22So Paul took his stand in themiddle of the Court, and said – ‘People of Athens, on every

hand I see signs of your being very devout.
23For as Iwas going about, looking at your sacred shrines, I cameupon an altarwith this

inscription – “To an Unknown God.” What, therefore, you worship in ignorance, that I am
now proclaiming to you.

24The God whomade the world and all things that are in it – he, Lord as he is of heaven
and earth, does not live in temples made by hands,

25 neither do human hands minister to his wants, as though he needed anything, since
he himself gives, to all, life, and breath, and all things.

26He made all races of the earth’s surface – fixing a time for their rise and fall, and the
limits of their settlements –

27That they might search for God, if by any means they might feel their way to him and
find him. And yet he is not really far from any one of us;

28 for in himwe live andmove and are. To use the words of some of your own poets –
“His offspring, too, are we.”
29Therefore, as the offspring of God,wemust not think that theDeity has any resemblance
to anythingmade of gold, or silver, or stone – a work of human art and imagination.
30 True, God looked with indulgence on the days of people’s ignorance, but now he is
announcing to everyone everywhere the need for repentance,
31because he has fixed a day onwhich he intends to judge theworldwith justice, by aman
whom he has appointed – and of this he has given all people a pledge by raising this man
from the dead.’

32Onhearing of a resurrection of the dead, some began jeering, but others said that they
wanted to hear what he had to say about that another time.

33And so Paul left the Court.
34 There were, however, some people who joined him, and became believers in Christ.

Among them were Dionysius, a member of the Court of Areopagus, a woman named
Damaris, and several others.

18
1On leaving Athens, Paul next went to Corinth.
2There hemet a Jewof the nameof Aquila, fromPontus, who,with hiswife Priscilla, had

lately come from Italy, in consequence of the orderwhich had been issued by the Emperor
Claudius for all Jews to leave Rome. Paul paid them a visit,

3and, since their tradewas the sameashis, he stayed andworkedwith them – their trade
was tent-making.

4Every Sabbath Paul gave addresses in the synagogue, trying to convince both Jews and
Greeks.
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5 But, when Silas and Timothy had come down from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself
entirely to delivering the message, earnestly maintaining before the Jews that Jesus was
the Christ.

6 However, as they set themselves against him and became abusive, Paul shook his
clothes in protest and said to them, ‘Your blood be on your own heads. My conscience is
clear. From this time forward I will go to the Gentiles.’

7So he left, andwent to the house of a certain Titius Justus, who had been accustomed to
join in the worship of God, and whose house was next door to the synagogue.

8Crispus, the synagogue leader, came to believe in the Lord, and so did all his household;
andmany of the Corinthians, as they listened to Paul, became believers in Christ andwere
baptised.

9Onenight the Lord said to Paul, in a vision, ‘Haveno fear, but continue to speak, and
refuse to be silenced;

10 for I am with you, and no one will do you harm, for I have many people in this
city.’

11 So he settled there for a year and a half, and taught God’s message among the people.
12While Gallio was governor of Greece, some of the Jewish leaders made a combined

attack on Paul, and brought him before the Governor’s Bench,
13 charging himwith persuading people to worship God in a way forbidden by the Law.
14 Just as Paul was on the point of speaking, Gallio said to them, ‘If this were a case

of misdemeanour or some serious crime, there would be some reason for my listening
patiently to you;

15but, since it is a dispute about words, and names, and your own Law, you must see to
it yourselves. I do not choose to be a judge in suchmatters.’

16 Saying this, he drove them back from the Bench.
17 Then they all set on Sosthenes, the synagogue leader, and beat him in front of the

Bench, but Gallio did not trouble himself about any of these things.
18 Paul remained there some time after this, and then took leave of the followers, and

sailed to Syria with Priscilla and Aquila, but not before his head had been shaved at
Cenchreae, because he was under a vow.

19 They put into Ephesus, and there Paul, leaving his companions, went into the
synagogue and addressed the Jews.

20When they asked him to prolong his stay, he declined, saying however,
21as he took his leave, ‘I will come back again to you, please God,’ and then set sail from

Ephesus.
22 On reaching Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and exchanged greetings with the

church, and then went down to Antioch.
23After making some stay in Antioch, he set out on a tour through the Phrygian district

of Galatia, strengthening the faith of all the disciples as he went.

24 Meanwhile there had come to Ephesus an Alexandrian Jew, named Apollos, an
eloquent man, whowas well-versed in the scriptures.

25He had been well-instructed in the Way of the Lord, and with burning zeal he spoke
of, and taught carefully, the facts about Jesus, though he knew of no baptism but John’s.

26Thismanbegan to speakout fearlessly in thesynagogue; andwhenPriscillaandAquila
heard him, they took him home and explained theWay of God to himmore carefully still.

27Whenhewanted to cross toGreece, the followers furtheredhis plans, andwrote to the
disciples there to welcome him. On his arrival he proved of great assistance to those who
had, through the loving kindness of God, become believers in Christ,

28 for he vigorously confuted the Jews, publicly proving by the scriptures that Jesus was
the Christ.

19
1While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland districts of Roman Asia,

and went to Ephesus. There he found some disciples, of whom he asked,
2 ‘Did you, when you became believers in Christ, receive the Holy Spirit?’
‘No,’ they answered, ‘we did not even hear that there was a Holy Spirit.’
3 ‘What then was your baptism?’ Paul asked.
4 ‘John’s baptismwas a baptism on repentance,’ rejoined Paul, ‘and John told the people

(speaking of the “one coming” after him) that they should believe in him – that is in Jesus.’
5On hearing this, they were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus,
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6 and, after Paul had placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit descended on them, and
they began to speak in other languages and to preach.

7There were about twelve of them in all.
8 Paul went to the synagogue there, and for three months spoke out fearlessly, giving

addresses and trying to convince his hearers, about the kingdom of God.
9 Some of them, however, hardened their hearts and refused to believe, denouncing

the Way before the people. So Paul left them and withdrew his disciples, and gave daily
addresses in the lecture-hall of Tyrannus.

10Thiswent on for two years, so that all who lived in RomanAsia, Jews andGreeks alike,
heard the Lord’s message.

11God didmiracles of no ordinary kind by Paul’s hands;
12 so that peoplewould carry home to the sick handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched

his body, and their diseases would leave them and the wicked spirits go out of them.
13An attempt was made by some itinerant Jews, who were exorcists, to use the name of

the Lord Jesus over those who had wicked spirits in them.
‘I order you,’ they would say, ‘by the Jesus, whom Paul preaches.’
14The seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this;
15but thewicked spirit answered them, ‘Jesus I acknowledge, and Paul I know, but you –

who are you?’
16 Then the man with the wicked spirit sprang on them, overpowered them, with such

violence that they fled out of the house, stripped of their clothes and wounded.
17This incident came to the knowledge of all the Jews andGreeks living at Ephesus; they

were all awe-struck, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in the highest honour.
18Many, too, of those who had become believers in Christ camewith a full confession of

their practices;
19while a number of people, who had practiced magic, collected their books and burnt

them publicly; and on reckoning up the price of these, they found it amounted to fifty
thousand silver coins.

20 So irresistibly did the Lord’s message spread and prevail.

21 Sometime after these events Paul resolved to go through Macedonia and Greece, and
then make his way to Jerusalem. ‘And after I have been there,’ he said, ‘I must visit Rome
also.’

22 So he sent to Macedonia two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, while he himself
stayed for some time longer in Roman Asia.

23 Just about that time a great disturbance arose about theWay.
24A silversmithnamedDemetrius,whomade silvermodels of the shrine ofArtemis, and

so gave a great deal of work to the artisans,
25 got these men together, as well as the workmen engaged in similar occupations, and

said:
‘Men, you know that our prosperity depends on this work,
26and you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but in almost thewhole of RomanAsia,

this Paul has convinced andwon over great numbers of people, by his assertion that those
Gods which aremade by hands are not Gods at all.

27 So that not only is this business of ours likely to fall into discredit, but there is the
further danger that the Temple of the great Goddess Artemis will be thought nothing of,
and that she herself will be deprived of her splendour – though all Roman Asia and the
whole world worship her.’

28When they heard this, the men were greatly enraged, and began shouting – ‘Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!’

29 The commotion spread through the whole city, and the people rushed together into
the amphitheater, draggingwith themGaius andAristarchus, twoMacedonianswhowere
Paul’s traveling companions.

30 Paul wished to go into the amphitheater and face the people, but the disciples would
not let him,

31while some of the chief religious officials of the province, who were friendly to him,
sent repeated entreaties to him not to trust himself inside.

32Meanwhile somewere shouting one thing and some another, for the Assemblywas all
in confusion, most of those present not even knowing why they hadmet.

33But some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom several of the Jewish leaders had
pushed to the front, and he waved his hand to show that he wanted to speak in their
defence to the people.
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34However, when they recognised him as a Jew, one cry broke from them all, and they
continued shouting for two hours – ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’

35When the Recorder had succeeded in quieting the crowd, he said, ‘People of Ephesus,
who is there, I ask you, who needs to be told that this city of Ephesus is the Warden of the
Temple of the great Artemis, and of the statue which fell down from Zeus?

36As these are undeniable facts, you ought to keep calm and do nothing rash;
37 for you have brought thesemen here, though they are neither robbers of Temples nor

blasphemers of our Goddess.
38 If, however, Demetriusand theartisanswhoareactingwithhimhaveacharge tomake

against anyone, there are court days and there are Magistrates; let both parties take legal
proceedings.

39But if you want anythingmore, it will have to be settled in the regular Assembly.
40 For I tell you that we are in danger of being proceeded against for today’s riot, there

being nothing to account for it; and in that case we will be at a loss to give any reason for
this disorderly gathering.’

41With these words he dismissed the Assembly.

20
1When the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and, with encouragingwords,

said goodbye to them, and started on his journey to Macedonia.
2 After going through those districts and speaking many encouraging words to the

disciples, he went into Greece, where he stayed threemonths.
3Hewas about to sail to Syria, when he learned that a plot had been laid against him by

several of the Jewish leaders; so he decided to return by way of Macedonia.
4 He was accompanied by Sopater the son of Pyrrhus, of Beroea, Aristarchus and

Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, as well as by Tychicus and
Trophimus of Roman Asia.

5These people went to Troas and waited for us there;
6while we ourselves sailed from Philippi after the Passover, and joined them five days

later at Troas, where we stayed for a week.
7On the first day of theweek, whenwehadmet for the breaking of bread, Paul, whowas

intending to leave the next day, began to address those who were present, and prolonged
his address until midnight.

8There were a goodmany lamps in the upstairs room, where we hadmet;
9 and a young man named Eutychus, sitting at the window, was gradually overcome

with great drowsiness, as Paul continued his address. At last, quite overpowered by his
drowsiness, he fell from the third story to the ground, and was picked up for dead.

10But Paul went down, threw himself on him, and put his arms round him.
‘Do not be alarmed,’ he said, ‘he is still alive.’
11Then hewent upstairs; and, after breaking and partaking of the bread, he talkedwith

them at great length until daybreak, and then left.
12Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive, and were greatly comforted.
13We started first, went on board ship, and sailed for Assos, intending to take Paul on

board there. This was by his own arrangement, as he intended to go by land himself.
14 So, when hemet us at Assos, we took him on board andwent on to Mitylene.
15 The day after we had sailed from there, we arrived off Chios, touched at Samos the

following day, and the next day reachedMiletus;
16 for Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so as to avoid spendingmuch time in Roman

Asia. Hewasmaking haste to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the Festival at the close of the
Harvest.

17FromMiletus, however, he sent to Ephesus and invited the church elders tomeet him;
18and, when they came, he said to them, ‘You knowwell the life that I always led among

you from the very first day that I set foot in Roman Asia,
19 serving the Lord, as I did, in all humility, amid the tears and trials which fell to my lot

through the plots of some of the Jewish leaders.
20 I never shrank from telling you anything that could behelpful to you, or from teaching

you both in public and in private.
21 I earnestly pointed both Jews and Greeks to the repentance that leads to God, and to

faith in Jesus, our Lord.
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22And now, under spiritual constraint, I am here on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing
what will happen tome there,

23except that in townafter towntheHolySpirit plainlydeclares tome that imprisonment
and troubles await me.

24But I countmy life of no value tomyself, if only Imay complete the coursemarked out
forme, and the task thatwas allottedme by the Lord Jesus –whichwas to declare the good
news of the love of God.

25And now, I tell you, I know that none of you will ever see my face again – you among
whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom.

26Therefore I declare to you this day, that my conscience is clear in regard to the fate of
any of you,

27 for I have not shrunk from announcing the whole purpose of God regarding you.
28 Be watchful over yourselves, and over the whole flock, of which the Holy Spirit has

placed you in charge, to shepherd the church of God, which he won for himself at the cost
of his life.

29 I know that, after my departure, merciless wolves will get in among you, whowill not
spare the flock;

30and fromamongyourselves, too, peoplewill arise,whowill teachperversions of truth,
so as to draw away the disciples after them.

31Therefore, be on your guard, remembering how for three years, night and day, I never
ceased, even with tears, to warn each one of you.

32And now I commend you to the Lord and to themessage of his love – amessagewhich
has the power to build up your characters, and to give you your place among all thosewho
have become Christ’s people.

33 I have never coveted anyone’s gold or silver or clothing.
34You, yourselves, know that these hands of mine provided not only for my ownwants,

but for my companions also.
35 I left nothing undone to show you that, labouring as I laboured, you ought to help the

weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said himself – “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.” ’

36When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
37All were in tears; and throwing their arms round Paul’s neck, they kissed him again

and again,
38 grieving most of all over what he had said – that they would never see his face again.

Then they escorted him to the ship.

21
1Whenwe had torn ourselves away and had set sail, we ran before the wind to Cos; the

next day we came to Rhodes, and from there to Patara,
2where we found a ship crossing to Phoenicia, and went on board and set sail.
3 After sighting Cyprus and leaving it on the left, we sailed to Syria, and put into Tyre,

where the ship was to discharge her cargo.
4 There we found the disciples and stayed a week with them. Speaking under the

influence of the Spirit, they warned Paul not to set foot in Jerusalem.
5However,whenwehadcome to theendofourvisit,wewentonourway, all thedisciples

with theirwives and children escorting us out of the city. We knelt downon the beach, and
prayed,

6and thensaidgoodbye tooneanother; afterwhichwewentonboard, and theyreturned
home.

7Afterwehadmade the run fromTyre,we landedatPtolemais, andexchangedgreetings
with the followers there, and spent a day with them.

8The next day we left, and reached Caesarea, where we went to the house of Philip, the
missionary, who was one of the Seven, and stayed with him.

9He had four unmarried daughters, who had the gift of prophecy.
10 During our visit, which lasted several days, a prophet, named Agabus, came down

from Judea.
11He came to see us, and, taking Paul’s belt, and binding his own feet and hands with it,

said, ‘This is what the Holy Spirit says – “Theman to whom this belt belongs will be bound
like thisby thereligiousauthorities in Jerusalem, and theywill givehimupto theGentiles”.’

12Whenwe heard that, we and the people of the place began to entreat Paul not to go up
to Jerusalem.
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13 Itwas then that Paulmade the reply, ‘Whyare youweeping andbreakingmyheart like
this? For my part, I am ready not only to be bound, but even to suffer death at Jerusalem
for the name of the Lord Jesus.’

14 So, as he would not be persuaded, we said no more to him, only adding – ‘The Lord’s
will be done.’

15 At the end of our visit, we made our preparations, and started on our way up to
Jerusalem.

16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us, and brought Mnason with them, a
Cypriot disciple of long standing, with whomwewere to stay.

17On our arrival at Jerusalem, the followers of the Lord there gave us a heartywelcome;
18and thenextdayPaulwentwithus to see James, andall thechurchelderswerepresent.
19After greeting them, Paul related in detail all that God had done among the Gentiles

through his efforts;
20and, when they had heard it, they began praising God, and said to Paul:
‘You see, brother, that those of our people who have become believers in Christ may be

numbered by tens of thousands, and they are all naturally earnest in upholding the Jewish
Law.

21 Now they have heard it said about you, that you teach all of our people in foreign
countries to forsake Moses, for you tell them not to circumcise their children or even to
observe Jewish customs.

22Well now, as they are certain to hear of your arrival, do what we are going to suggest.
23We have fourmen here, who have of their own accord put themselves under a vow.
24 Join these men, share their purification, and bear their expenses, so that they may

shave their heads; and then all will see that there is no truth in what they have been told
about you, but that, on the contrary, you yourself rule your life in obedience to the Jewish
Law.

25As to the Gentileswho have become believers in Christ, we have sent our decision that
they should avoid food offered to idols, and blood, and the flesh of strangled animals, and
impurity.’

26 Paul joined the men, and the next day shared their purification, and went into the
Temple, and gave notice of the expiration of the period of purification when the usual
offering should have beenmade on behalf of each of them.

27 But, just as the seven days were drawing to a close, some of the Jewish people from
RomanAsia caught sight of Paul in the Temple, and caused great excitement among all the
people present, by seizing Paul and shouting,

28 ‘People of Israel! Help! This is themanwho teaches everyone everywhere against our
people, our Law, and this place; and, what ismore, he has actually brought Greeks into the
Temple and defiled this sacred place.’

29 (For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in Paul’s company in the city,
and were under the belief that Paul had taken him into the Temple.)

30Thewhole city was stirred, and the people quickly collected, seized Paul, and dragged
him out of the Temple, when the doors were immediately shut.

31 They were bent on killing him, when it was reported to the officer commanding the
garrison, that all Jerusalemwas in commotion.

32He instantly got together some officers and soldiers, and charged down on the crowd,
who, when they saw the commanding officer and his soldiers, stopped beating Paul.

33 Then he went up to Paul, arrested him, ordered him to be doubly chained, and
proceeded to inquire who he was, and what he had been doing.

34 Some of the crowd said one thing, and some another; and, as he could get no definite
reply because of the uproar, he ordered Paul to be taken into the barracks.

35When Paul reached the steps, he was actually being carried by the soldiers, owing to
the violence of themob;

36 for the people were following in amass, shouting out, ‘Kill him!’
37 Just ashewasabout tobe taken into theFort, Paul said to the commandingofficer, ‘May

I speak to you?’
‘Do you know Greek?’ asked the commanding officer.
38 ‘Aren’t you, then, the Egyptian who some time ago raised an insurrection and led the

four thousand Bandits out into the wilderness?’
39 ‘No,’ said Paul, ‘I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of a city of some note. I beg you

to give me permission to speak to the people.’
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40 The commanding officer gave his permission, and Paul, standing on the steps, made
signs with his hand to the people, and, when comparative silence had been obtained, he
said to them in Hebrew:

22
1 ‘Brothers and fathers, listen to the defence which I am about to make.’
2When they heard that he was speaking to them in Hebrew, they were still more quiet;

and Paul went on:
3 ‘I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, but I was brought up in this city under the teaching

of Gamaliel, and educated in accordancewith the strict system of our ancestral Law. I was
as zealous in God’s service as any of you who are here today.

4 In my persecution of this Way I did not stop even at the taking of life. I put in chains,
and imprisoned, men andwomen alike –

5 And to that the high priest himself and all the council of elders can testify. For I had
letters of introduction from them to our fellow Jews at Damascus, and I was onmyway to
that place, to bring those whom Imight find there prisoners to Jerusalem for punishment.

6 While I was still on my way, just as I was getting close to Damascus, about midday,
suddenly there flashed from the heavens a great light all roundme.

7 I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to me “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecutingme?”

8 “Who are you, Lord?” I replied. Then the voice said “I am Jesus of Nazareth whom
you are persecuting.”

9Themenwithme saw the light, but did not hear the speaker’s voice.
10Then I said “What am I to do, Lord?” “Get up and go into Damascus,” The Lord said

to me, “and there youwill be told all that you have been appointed to do.”
11 In consequence of that dazzling light I could not see, but my companions held me by

the hand, until I reached Damascus.
12 There a man named Ananias, a strict observer of our Law, well spoken of by all the

Jewish inhabitants, came to seeme.
13 Standing close to me, he said “Saul, my brother, recover your sight.” And then and

there I recoveredmy sight and looked up at him.
14Then he said “The God of our ancestors has appointed you to learn his will, and to see

the righteous one, and to hear words from his lips;
15 for youwill be awitness for him to all theworld ofwhat you have just seen and heard.
16And now why wait any longer, Be baptised at once, wash away your sins, and invoke

his name.”
17After my return to Jerusalem, while I was praying one day in the Temple, I fell into a

trance,
18andsawJesus saying tome “Makehasteand leave Jerusalematonce, because they

will not accept your testimony aboutme.”
19 “Lord,” I answered, “these people know that I used to imprison and scourge, in

synagogue after synagogue, those who believed in you;
20 and, when the blood of your martyr, Stephen, was being shed, I was myself standing

by, approving of his death, and took charge of the clothes of those who were murdering
him.”

21But Jesus said to me “Go; for I will send you to the Gentiles far away”.’
22Up to this point the people had been listening to Paul, but at these words they called

out, ‘Kill him! A fellow like this ought not to have been allowed to live!’
23As they were shouting, tearing off their clothes, and throwing dust in the air,
24 the commanding officer ordered Paul to be taken into the Fort, and directed that he

should be examined under the lash so that he might find out the reason for their outcry
against him.

25 But just as they had tied him up to be scourged, Paul said to the centurion standing
near, ‘Is it legal for you to scourge a Roman citizen, unconvicted?’

26 On hearing this, the centurion went and reported it to the commanding officer. ‘Do
you knowwhat you are doing?’ he said. ‘This man is a Roman citizen.’

27So thecommandingofficerwentup toPaul andsaid, ‘Tellme, areyouaRomancitizen?’
‘Yes,’ replied Paul.
28 ‘I had to pay a heavy price for my position as citizen,’ said the officer. ‘I am one by

birth,’ rejoined Paul.
29 The men who were to have examined Paul immediately drew back, and the officer,

finding that Paul was a Roman citizen, was alarmed at having put him in chains.
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30 On the next day the commanding officer, wishing to find out the real reason why
Paul was denounced by the Jewish leaders, had his chains taken off, and directed the
chief priests and the whole of the High Council to assemble, and then took Paul down and
brought him before them.

23
1Paul fixed his eyes on the Council, and began:
‘Brothers, formypart, I have always orderedmy life beforeGod,with a clear conscience,

up to this very day.’
2 At this, the high priest Ananias ordered the men standing near to strike him on the

mouth;
3Paul turned to him and said:
‘Godwill strike you, youwhitewashedwall! Are you sitting there to tryme inaccordance

with law, and yet, in defiance of law, order me to be struck?’
4 The people standing near said to Paul, ‘Do you know that you are insulting God’s high

priest?’
5 ‘I did not know, brothers, that it was the high priest,’ said Paul, ‘for scripture says –

“Of the ruler of your people you should speak no ill”.’
6 Noticing that some of those present were Sadducees and others Pharisees, Paul called
out in the Council, ‘Brothers, I am a Pharisee and a son of Pharisees. It is on the question
of hope for the dead and of their resurrection that I am onmy trial.’

7As soon as he said this, a dispute arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and
there was a sharp division of opinion among those present.

8 (For Sadducees say there is no such thing as a resurrection, and that there is neither
angel nor spirit, while Pharisees believe in both.)

9 So a great uproar ensued, and some of the Teachers of the Law belonging to the
Pharisees’ party stood up and hotly protested, ‘We find nothing whatever wrong in this
man. Suppose a spirit did speak to him, or an angel…’

10 The dispute was becoming so violent, that the commanding officer, fearing that Paul
would be torn in pieces between them, ordered theGuard to go downand rescuehim from
them, and take him into the Fort.

11 That night the Lord came and stood by Paul, and said, ‘Courage! You have borne
witness forme in Jerusalem and youmust bear witness in Rome also.’

12 In themorning some Jewishmen combined together, and took anoath that theywould
not eat or drink until they had killed Paul.

13There weremore than forty in the plot;
14 and they went to the chief priests and the elders, and said, ‘We have taken a solemn

oath not to touch food until we have killed Paul.
15 So we want you now, with the consent of the Council, to suggest to the commanding

officer that he should bring Paul downbefore you, as though you intended to gomore fully
into his case; but, before he comes here, we will be ready to make awaywith him.’

16However, the son of Paul’s sister, hearing of the plot, went to the Fort, and on being
admitted, told Paul about it.

17Paul called one of the garrison centurion and asked him to take the youngman to the
commanding officer, as he had something to tell him.

18The centurion went with him to the commanding officer, and said, ‘The prisoner Paul
calledme and askedme to bring this youngman to you, as he has something to tell you.’

19The commanding officer took the young man by the hand, and, stepping aside, asked
what it was he had to tell him.

20 ‘Some men have agreed,’ he answered, ‘to ask you to bring Paul down before the
Council tomorrow, on the plea of yourmaking further inquiry into his case.

21 But do not let them persuade you, for more than forty of them are lying in wait for
him, who have taken an oath that they will not eat or drink, until they have made away
with him; and they are at this verymoment in readiness, counting on your promise.’

22 The commanding officer then dismissed the young man, cautioning him not to
mention to anybody that he had given him that information.

23Then he called two Captains, and ordered them to have two hundred soldiers ready to
go to Caesarea, as well as seventy troopers and two hundred lancers, by nine o’clock that
night,

24 and to have horses ready for Paul to ride, so that they might take him safely to Felix,
the Governor.

25He also wrote a letter along these lines:
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26 “Claudius Lysias sends his compliments to His Excellency Felix the Governor.
27 The man whom I send with this had been seized by some Jews, and was on the point
of being killed by them, when I came upon them with the force under my command, and
rescued him, as I learned that he was a Roman citizen.
28Wanting to know exactly the ground of the charges they made against him, I brought
him before their Council,
29when I found that their charges were connected with questions of their own Law, and
that there was nothing alleged involving either death or imprisonment.
30 Having, however, information of a plot against the man, which was about to be put
into execution, I am sending him to you at once, and I have also directed his accusers to
prosecute him before you.”
31The soldiers, in accordancewith their orders, took charge of Paul and conducted him by
night to Antipatris;
32and on the next day, leaving the troopers to go on with him, they returned to the Fort.
33On arriving at Caesarea, the troopers delivered the letter to the Governor, and brought
Paul before him.
34As soon as Felix had read the letter, he enquired to what province Paul belonged, and,
learning that he came from Cilicia, he said,
35 ‘I will hear all you have to say as soon as your accusers have arrived.’ And he ordered
Paul to be kept under guard in Herod’s Government house.

24
1Five days afterwards the high priest Ananias came downwith some of the elders and a

barrister named Tertullus. They laid an information with the Governor against Paul;
2and, when the hearing came on, Tertullus began his speech for the prosecution.
3 ‘We owe it to your Excellency,’ he said, ‘that we are enjoying profound peace, and we

owe it to your foresight that this nation is constantly securing reforms – advantageswhich
we very gratefully accept at all times and places.

4 But – not to be tedious – I beg you, with your accustomed fairness, to listen to a brief
statement of our case.

5Wehave found thismanapublic pest; he is onewho stirs updisputes amongourpeople
all the world over, and is a ringleader of the Nazarene heretics.

6He even attempted to desecrate the Temple itself, but we caught him;
7 *
8 and you will be able, by examining him on all these points, to satisfy yourself as to the

charges which we are bringing against him.’
9The Jewish crowd also joined in the attack and bore out his statements.
10On a sign from the Governor, Paul made this reply:
‘Knowing, as I do, for how many years you have acted as judge to this nation, it is with

confidence that I undertakemy own defence.
11 For you can easily verify that it is not more than twelve days ago that I went up to

worship at Jerusalem,
12wheremy prosecutors never foundme holding discussions with anyone, or causing a

crowd to collect – either in the Temple, or in the synagogues, or about the city;
13and they cannot establish the charges which they are nowmaking against me.
14 This, however, I do acknowledge to you, that it is as a believer in the Way which they

call heretical, that Iworship theGodofmyancestors. At the same time, Ibelieveeverything
that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the prophets;

15 and I have a hope that rests in God – a hope which they also cherish – that there will
one day be a resurrection of good and bad alike.

16 This being so, I strive at all times to keep my conscience clear before both God and
people.

17 After some years’ absence I had come to bring charitable gifts to my nation, and to
make offerings;

18and it was while engaged in this that they foundme in the Temple, after completing a
period of purification, but not with any crowd or disorder.

19Therewere, however, some Jews fromRomanAsiawhoought tohavebeenherebefore
you, and to havemade any charge that theymay have against me –

* 24:7 Some later manuscripts add: We wanted to judge him according to our law. But Lysias the commanding officer
came and took him out of our hands by force, ordering his accusers to come before you.
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20Or else letmy opponents here saywhat they foundwrong inmewhen Iwas before the
Council,

21except as to the one sentence that I shouted out as I stood among them – “It is about the
resurrection of the dead that I am onmy trial before you today”.’

22Felix, however, adjourned the case – though he had a fairly accurate knowledge of all
that concerned theWay –with the promise, ‘When Lysias, the commanding officer, comes
down, I will give my decision in your case.’

23Sohe gave orders to the centurion in charge of Paul to keephim in custody, but to relax
the regulations, andnot to prevent any of his personal friends fromattending to hiswants.

24 Some days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and, sending for
Paul, listened to what he had to say about faith in Christ Jesus.

25 But, while Paul was speaking at length about righteousness, self-control, and the
coming judgment, Felix became terrified, and interrupted him – ‘Go for the present, but,
when I find an opportunity, I will send for you again.’

26He was hoping, too, for a bribe from Paul, and so he used to send for him frequently
and talk with him.

27But, after the lapse of two years, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and, wishing
to gain popularity with the Jewish leaders, he left Paul a prisoner.

25
1 Three days after Festus had arrived in his province, he left Caesarea and went up to

Jerusalem.
2There the chief priests and the leadingmen among the Jews laid an information before

him against Paul,
3and asked a favour of him, to Paul’s injury – to have Paul brought to Jerusalem. All the

while they were plotting to make away with him on the road.
4But Festus answered that Paul was in prison at Caesarea, and that he himself would be

leaving for that place shortly.
5 ‘So let the influential men among you,’ he said, ‘go down with me, and if there is

anything amiss in theman, charge him formally with it.’
6After staying among them some eight or ten days, Festus went down to Caesarea. The

next day he took his seat on the Bench, and ordered Paul to be brought before him.
7 On Paul’s appearance, the Jewish leaders who had come down from Jerusalem

surrounded him, andmademany serious charges, which they failed to establish.
8Paul’s answer to the chargewas – “I have not committed any offence against the Jewish

Law, or the Temple, or the Emperor.”
9 But, as Festus wished to gain popularity with the Jews, he interrupted Paul with the

question, ‘Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and be tried on these charges before me
there?’

10 ‘No,’ replied Paul, ‘I am standing at the Emperor’s court, where I ought to be tried. I
have not wronged the Jews, as you yourself are well aware.

11 If, however, I am breaking the law and have committed any offence deserving death, I
do not ask to escape the penalty; but, if there is nothing in the accusations of these people,
no one has the power to give me up to them. I appeal to the Emperor.’

12 Festus, after conferring with his Council, answered, ‘You have appealed to the
Emperor; to the Emperor you will go.’

13 Some days later King Agrippa and Bernice came down to Caesarea, and paid a visit of
congratulation to Festus;

14and, as theywere staying there for several days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king.
‘There is a man here,’ he said, ‘left a prisoner by Felix,

15about whom, when I came to Jerusalem, the Jewish chief priest and the elders laid an
information, demanding judgment against him.

16My answer to them was, that it was not the practice of Romans to give up anyone to
their accusersuntil theaccusedhadmet themface to face, andhadalsohadanopportunity
of answering the charges brought against them.

17 So they met here, and without loss of time I took my seat on the Bench the very next
day, and ordered theman to be brought before me.

18But, when his accusers came forward, they brought no charge of wrongdoing such as
I had expected;

19but I found that therewere certainquestions indisputebetween themabout their own
religion, and about some deadman called Jesus, whom Paul declared to be alive.
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20And, as Iwas at a loss how to enquire into questions of this kind, I askedPaul if hewere
willing to go up to Jerusalem, and be put on trial there.

21Paul, however, appealed to have his case reserved for the consideration of his August
Majesty, so I ordered him to be detained in custody, until I could send him to the Emperor.’

22 ‘I should like to hear this manmyself,’ Agrippa said to Festus.
‘Youwill hear him tomorrow,’ Festus answered.
23So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come in full state and had entered the

Audience Chamber, with the superior officers and the principal people of the city, by the
order of Festus Paul was brought before them.

24ThenFestus said, ‘KingAgrippa, andall herepresent, youseebeforeyou themanabout
whom the whole Jewish people have applied to me, both at Jerusalem and here, loudly
asserting that he ought not to be allowed to live.

25 I found, however, that he hadnot done anything deserving death; so, as hehadhimself
appealed to his August Majesty, I decided to send him.

26 But I have nothing definite to write about him to my Imperial Master; and for that
reason I have brought him before you all, and especially before you, King Agrippa, that,
after examining him, I may have something to write.

27 For it seems to me absurd to send a prisoner, without at the same time stating the
charges made against him.’

26
1 Turning to Paul, Agrippa said, ‘You are at liberty to speak for yourself.’ Then Paul

stretched out his hand and began his defence.
2 ‘I have been congratulating myself, King Agrippa,’ he said, ‘that it is before you that I

have to make my defence today, with regard to all the charges brought against me by my
own people,

3 especially as you are so well-versed in all the customs and questions of the Jewish
world. I beg you therefore to give me a patient hearing.

4My life, then, from youth upwards, was passed, from the very first, among my own
nation, and in Jerusalem, and is within the knowledge of all Jews;

5and theyhave always known – if they choose to give evidence – that, in accordancewith
the very strictest form of our religion, I lived a true Pharisee.

6Even now, it is because of my hope in the promise given by God to our ancestors that I
stand here onmy trial –

7 A promise which our twelve tribes, by earnest service night and day, hope to see
fulfilled. It is for this hope, your Majesty, that I am accused – and by Jews themselves!

8Why do you all hold it incredible that God should raise the dead?
9 I myself, it is true, once thought it my duty to oppose in every way the name of Jesus of

Nazareth;
10and I actually did so at Jerusalem. Acting on the authority of the chief priests, I myself

threwmany of the people of Christ into prison, and, when it was proposed to put them to
death, I gavemy vote for it.

11 Time after time, in every synagogue, I tried by punishments to force them to blas-
pheme. So frantic was I against them, that I pursued them even to towns beyond our
borders.

12 It waswhile I was traveling to Damascus on an errand of this kind, entrustedwith full
powers by the chief priests,

13 that at midday, your Majesty, I saw right in my path, coming from the heavens, a light
brighter than the glare of the sun, which shone all roundme and those traveling withme.

14We all fell to the ground, and then I heard a voice saying to me in Hebrew – “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting me? By kicking against the goad you are punishing
yourself.”

15 “Who are you, Lord?” I asked. And the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting;

16but get upand standupright; for I have appeared to you inorder to appoint you
a servant and awitness of those revelations ofmewhich youhave alreadyhad, and
of those in which I will yet appear to you,

17 since I am choosing you out from your own people and from the Gentiles, to
whom I now send you,

18 to open their eyes, and to turn themfromdarkness to light, and fromthepower
of Satan to God; so that they may receive pardon for their sins, and a place among
those who have becomeGod’s people, by faith inme.”
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19After that, King Agrippa, I did not fail to obey the heavenly vision;
20on the contrary, first to those at Damascus and Jerusalem, and then through thewhole

of Judea, and to the Gentiles as well, I began to preach repentance and conversion to God,
and a life befitting that repentance.

21This is why somemen seizedme in the Temple, andmade attempts onmy life.
22However I have received help from God to this very day, and so stand here, and bear

my testimony to high and low alike –without adding a word to what the prophets, as well
as Moses, declared should happen –

23That the Christmust suffer, and that, by rising from the dead, hewas destined to be the
first to bring news of light, not only to our nation, but also to the Gentiles.’

24While Paulwasmaking this defence, Festus called out loudly, ‘You aremad, Paul; your
great learning is driving youmad.’

25 ‘I am not mad, your Excellency,’ he replied. ‘On the contrary, the statements that I am
making are true and sober.

26 Indeed, the king knows about thesematters, so I speak before himwithout constraint.
I am sure that there is nothing whatever of what I have been telling him that has escaped
his attention; for all this has not been done in a corner.

27King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.’
28But Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You are soon trying to make a Christian of me!’
29 ‘Whether it is soon or late,’ answered Paul, ‘I pray to God that not only you, but all who

are listening to me, might today become just what I ammyself – except for these chains!’
30 Then the king rose, with the Governor and Bernice and those who had been sitting

with them,
31and, after retiring, discussed the case among themselves. ‘There is nothing,’ they said,

‘deserving death or imprisonment in this man’s conduct’;
32 and, speaking to Festus, Agrippa added, ‘The man might have been discharged, if he

had not appealed to the Emperor.’

27
1As it was decided that we were to sail to Italy, Paul and some other prisoners were put

in charge of a centurion of the Augustan Guard, named Julius.
2We went on board a ship from Adramyttium, which was on the point of sailing to the

ports along the coast of Roman Asia, and put to sea. Aristarchus, a Macedonian from
Thessalonica, went with us.

3 The next day we put in to Sidon, where Julius treated Paul in a friendly manner, and
allowed him to go to see his friends and receive their hospitality.

4 Putting to sea again, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the wind was against
us;

5and, after crossing the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we reachedMyra in Lycia.
6There the Roman officer found an Alexandrian ship on her way to Italy, and put us on

board of her.
7For several days our progress was slow, and it was only with difficulty that we arrived

off Cnidus. As thewindwas still unfavourable whenwe came off Cape Salmone, we sailed
under the lee of Crete,

8andwith difficulty, by keeping close in shore, we reached a place called “Fair Havens,”
near which was the town of Lasea.

9This had takena considerable time, and sailingwas alreadydangerous, for the Fastwas
already over; and so Paul gave this warning.

10 ‘My friends,’ he said, ‘I see that this voyage will be attended with injury and much
damage, not only to the cargo and the ship, but to our own lives also.’

11The Roman officer, however, was more influenced by the captain and the owner than
by what was said by Paul.

12And, as the harbourwas not a suitable one towinter in, themajoritywere in favour of
continuing the voyage, in hope of being able to reach Phoenix, and winter there. Phoenix
was a Cretan harbour, open to the north-east and south-east.

13 So, when a light wind sprang up from the south, thinking that they had found their
opportunity, they weighed anchor and kept along the coast of Crete, close in shore.

14But shortly afterwards a hurricane came down on us off the land – a north-easter, as it
is called.

15 The ship was caught by it and was unable to keep her head to the wind, so we had to
give way and let her drive before it.
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16Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda, we only just managed to secure
the ship’s boat,

17 and, after hoisting it on board, the men frapped the ship. But, afraid of being driven
on to the Syrtis Sands, they lowered the yard, and then drifted.

18So violentlywerewe tossed about by the storm, that the next day they began throwing
the cargo overboard,

19and, on the following day, threw out the ship’s tackle with their own hands.
20As neither sun nor stars were visible for several days, and, as the gale still continued

severe, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.
21 It was then, when they had gone a long time without food, that Paul came forward,

and said, ‘My friends, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and
so incurred this injury and damage.

22Yet, even as things are, I beg you not to lose courage, for there will not be a single life
lost among you – only the ship.

23 For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong, and whom I serve, stood by me,
and said –

24 “Have no fear, Paul; you must appear before the Emperor, and God himself has given
you the lives of all your fellow voyagers.”

25Therefore, courage,my friends! For I believeGod, that everythingwill happen exactly
as I have been told.

26Wewill, however, have to be driven on some island.’
27 Itwasnowthe fourteenthnightof the storm, andweweredriftingabout in theAdriatic

Sea, when, aboutmidnight, the sailors began to suspect that theywere drawing near land.
28So they took soundings, and found twenty fathoms ofwater. Afterwaiting a little, they

took soundings again, and found fifteen fathoms.
29 Then, as they were afraid of our being driven on some rocky coast, they let go four

anchors from the stern, and longed for daylight.
30The sailorswanted to leave the ship, andhad lowered the boat, onpretence of running

out anchors from the bows,
31when Paul said to the Roman officer and hismen, ‘Unless the sailors remain on board,

you cannot be saved.’
32 So the soldiers cut the ropes which held the boat, and let her drift away.
33 In the interval before daybreak Paul kept urging them all to take something to eat.
‘It is a fortnight today,’ he said, ‘that, owing to your anxiety, you have gonewithout food,

taking nothing.
34So I beg you to take something to eat; your safety depends on it, for not one of youwill

lose even a hair of his head.’
35With thesewordshe took somebread, and, after saying the thanksgiving toGodbefore

them all, broke it in pieces, and began to eat;
36and themen all felt cheered and had something to eat themselves.
37There were about seventy-six of us on board, all told.
38After satisfying theirhunger, they further lightened the shipby throwing thegrain into

the sea.
39When daylight came, they could notmake outwhat land it was, but, observing a creek

in which there was a beach, they consulted as to whether they could run the ship safely
into it.

40Then they cast off, andabandoned theanchors, andat the same timeunlashed thegear
of the steering oars, hoisted the foresail to the wind, andmade for the beach.

41 They got, however, into a kind of channel, and there ran the ship aground. The bows
stuck fast and could not bemoved, while the stern began breaking up under the strain.

42The advice of the soldierswas that the prisoners should be killed, so that none of them
could swim away andmake their escape.

43 But the Roman officer, anxious to save Paul, prevented their carrying out their
intention, and ordered that those who could swim should be the first to jump into the sea
and try to reach the shore;

44 and that the rest should follow, some on planks, and others on different pieces of the
ship. In these various ways everyonemanaged to get safely ashore.

28
1Whenwewere all safe, we found that the island was calledMalta.
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2The island’s people showed usmarked kindness, for they lit a fire and took us all under
shelter, because it had come on to rain and was cold.

3Paul had gathered a quantity of dry sticks and laid them on the fire, when a poisonous
snake, driven out by the heat, fastened on his hand.

4When the islanders saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another,
‘Evidently this man is a murderer, for though he has been saved from the sea, Justice has
not allowed him to live.’

5However, Paul shook the creature off into the fire and took no harm.
6 The islanders were expecting inflammation to set in, or that he would suddenly fall

dead; but, after waiting for a long time, and seeing that therewas nothing amiss with him,
they changed their minds and said that he was a God.

7 In that region there was an estate belonging to the Governor of the island, whose
name was Publius. He took us up to his house, and for three days entertained us most
courteously.

8 It happened that the father of Publiuswas lying ill of fever and dysentery. So Paulwent
to see him; and, after praying, he placed his hands on him and cured him.

9After this, all the people in the islandwhohad any illness came to Paul, andwere cured.
10 They also presented us with many gifts, and when we set sail they put supplies of

necessaries on board.

11After three months, we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island. She was an
Alexandrian vessel, and had the Twin sons of Zeus for her figure-head.

12We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days,
13 and from there we worked to windward and so got to Rhegium. A day later a south

wind sprang up and took us to Puteoli in two days.
14Therewe foundsomeof theLord’s followers, andwereurged to stayaweekwith them;

after which wewent on to Rome.
15The followers there had heard about us, and came out as far as the Market of Appius

and the Three Taverns to meet us. At sight of them Paul thanked God and was much
cheered.

16On our reaching Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, except for the soldierwho
was in charge of him.

17Threedays after our arrival, Paul invited the leading Jews tomeet him; and,when they
came, he said, ‘Brothers, although I had done nothing hostile to the interests of our nation
or to our ancestral customs, yet I was sent from Jerusalem as a prisoner, and handed over
to the Romans.

18 The Romans, when they had examined me, were ready to release me, because there
was nothing inmy conduct deserving death.

19 But, as the Jewish leaders opposed my release, I was compelled to appeal to the
Emperor – not, indeed, that I had any charge to make against my own nation.

20This, then, is my reason for urging you to come to see me and talk with me; because it
is for the sake of the hope of Israel that I am here in chains.’

21 ‘We,’ was their reply, ‘have not had any letter about you from Judea, nor have any of
our fellow Jews come and reported or said anything bad about you.

22But wewill be glad to hear from youwhat your views are, for, with regard to this sect,
we are well aware that it is spoken against on all sides.’

23 They then fixed a day with him, and came to the place where he was staying, in
even larger numbers, when Paul proceeded to lay the subject before them. He bore his
testimony to the kingdom of God, and tried to convince them about Jesus, by arguments
drawn from the Law of Moses and from the prophets – speaking from morning until
evening.

24 Somewere inclined to accept what he said; others, however, rejected it.
25 So, as they disagreed among themselves, they began to disperse, Paul adding only –
‘True, indeed, was the declaration made by the Holy Spirit, through the prophet Isaiah

to your ancestors –
26Go to this nation and say:

You will hear with your ears without ever understanding,
and, though you have eyes, you will see without ever perceiving.

27For themind of this nation has grown dense,
and their ears are dull of hearing,
their eyes also have they closed;
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otherwise some day theymight see with their eyes,
and with their ears theymight hear,
and in their mind theymight understand, andmight turn –

and I might heal them.
28 Understand, then, that this salvation of God was sent for the Gentiles; and they will
listen.’
29 *

30 For two whole years Paul stayed in a house which he rented for himself, welcoming
all who came to see him,

31 proclaiming the kingdom of God, and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ, with
perfect fearlessness, unhindered.

* 28:29 Some later manuscripts add: After he said these things the Jews left, all the while engaging in a heated debate
among themselves.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

Introduction
1FromPaul, a servant of Jesus Christ, who has been called to become an apostle, and has

been set apart to tell God’s good news.
2This good news God promised long ago through his prophets in the sacred scriptures,
3concerninghis Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord;who, as to his humannature,was descended

from David,
4but, as to the spirit of holiness within him, was miraculously designated Son of God by

his resurrection from the dead.
5Through himwe received the gift of the apostolic office, to win submission to the faith

among all nations for the glory of his name.
6And among these nations are you – youwho have been called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7Toall inRomewhoaredear toGodandhavebeen called tobecomeChrist’s people,may

God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because the report of your faith
is spreading throughout the world.

9 God, to whom I offer the worship of my soul as I tell the goodness of his Son, is my
witness how constantly I mention you when I pray,

10asking that, if he be willing, I may some day at last find the way open to visit you.
11For I long to see you, in order to impart to you some spiritual gift and so give you fresh

strength –
12or rather that both you and I may find encouragement in each other’s faith.
13 I want you to know, my friends, that I have many times intended coming to see you –

butuntil nowIhavebeenprevented – that Imightfindamongyousomefruit ofmy labours,
as I have already among the other nations.

Faith the Ground of Acceptance
14 I have a duty to both the Greek and the barbarian, to both the cultured and the

ignorant.
15And so, for my part, I am ready to tell the good news to you also who are in Rome.
16For I am not ashamed of the good news; it is the power of God which brings salvation

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first, but also to the Greek.
17 For in it there is a revelation of the divine righteousness resulting from faith and

leading on to faith; as scripture says – “Through faith the righteous will find life.”
18 So, too, there is a revelation from heaven of the divine wrath against every form of

ungodliness and wickedness on the part of those people who, by their wicked lives, are
stifling the truth.

19This is so, becausewhat can be known about God is plain to them; for God himself has
made it plain.

20 For ever since the creation of the universe God’s invisible attributes – his everlasting
power anddivinity – are to be seenand studied inhisworks, so that people haveno excuse;

21because, although they learned to know God, yet they did not offer him as God either
praiseor thanksgiving. Their speculationsabouthimproved futile, and theirundiscerning
minds were darkened.

22Professing to be wise, they showed themselves fools;
23 and they transformed the glory of the immortal God into the likeness of mortal

humans, and of birds, and beasts, and reptiles.
24Therefore God abandoned them to impurity, letting them follow the cravings of their

hearts, until they dishonoured their own bodies;
25 for they had substituted a lie for the truth about God, and had reverenced and

worshiped created things more than the Creator, who is to be praised for ever. Amen.
26 That, I say, is why God abandoned them to degrading passions. Even the women

among them perverted the natural use of their bodies to the unnatural;
27while the men, disregarding that for which women were intended by nature, were

consumed with passion for one another. Men indulged in vile practices with men, and
incurred in their own persons the inevitable penalty for their perverseness.
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28 Then, as they would not keep God before their minds, God abandoned them to
depraved thoughts, so that they did all kinds of shameful things.

29 They revelled in every form of wickedness, evil, greed, vice. Their lives were full of
envy, murder, quarrelling, treachery, malice.

30 They became back-biters, slanderers, impious, insolent, boastful. They devised new
sins. They disobeyed their parents.

31They were undiscerning, untrustworthy, without natural affection or pity.
32Well aware of God’s decree, that those who do such things deserve to die, not only are

they guilty of them themselves, but they even applaud those who do them.

2
1 Therefore you have nothing to say in your own defence, whoever you are who set

yourself up as a judge. In judging others you condemn yourself, for you who set yourself
up as a judge do the very same things.

2Andwe know that God’s judgment falls unerringly on those who do them.
3 You who judge those that do such things and yet are yourself guilty of them – do you

suppose that you of all people will escape God’s judgment?
4 Or do you think lightly of his abundant kindness, patience, and forbearance, not

realising that his kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
5Hard-hearted and impenitent as you are, you are storing up for yourself wrath on the

day of wrath, when God’s justice as a judge will be revealed;
6 for he will give to everyone what their actions deserve.
7 To those who, by perseverance in doing good, aim at glory, honour, and all that is

imperishable, he will give immortal life;
8while as to those who are factious, and disobedient to truth but obedient to evil, wrath

and anger, distress and despair,
9will fall on every human being who persists in wrongdoing – on the Jew first, but also

on the Greek.
10 But there will be glory, honour, and peace for everyone who does right – for the Jew

first, but also for the Greek,
11 since God shows no partiality.
12All who, when they sin, are without Law will also perish without Law; while all who,

when they sin, are under Law, will be judged as being under Law.
13 It is not thosewhohear thewords of a Law that are righteous beforeGod, but it is those

who obey it that will be pronounced righteous.
14WhenGentiles,whohavenoLaw, do instinctivelywhat theLawrequires, they, though

they have no Law, are a Law to themselves;
15 for they show the demands of the Law written on their hearts; their consciences

corroborating it, while in their thoughts they argue either in self-accusation or, it may be,
in self-defence –

16on the day when God passes judgment on people’s inmost lives, as the good news that
I tell declares that he will do through Christ Jesus.

17 But, perhaps, you bear the name of “Jew,” and are relying on Law, and boast of
belonging to God, and understand his will,

18 and, having been carefully instructed from the Law, have learned to appreciate the
finermoral distinctions.

19Perhaps you are confident that you are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in
the dark, an instructor of the unintelligent,

20 and a teacher of the childish, because in the Law you possess the outline of all
knowledge and truth.

21Why, then, you teacher of others, don’t you teach yourself? Do you preach against
stealing, and yet steal?

22Do you forbid adultery, and yet commit adultery? Do you loathe idols, and yet plunder
temples?

23Boasting, as you do, of your Law, do you dishonour God by breaking the Law?
24For, as scripture says – “The Gentiles insult God’s name because of you”!
25Circumcision has its value, if you are obeying the Law. But, if you are a breaker of the

Law, your circumcision is no better than uncircumcision.
26 If, then, an uncircumcisedman pays regard to the requirements of the Law, won’t he,

although not circumcised, be regarded by God as if he were?
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27 Indeed, the person who, owing to his birth, remains uncircumcised, and yet scrupu-
lously obeys the Law, will condemn you, who, for all yourwritten Law and your circumci-
sion, are yet a breaker of the Law.

28 For a man who is only a Jew outwardly is not a real Jew; nor is outward bodily
circumcision real circumcision. The real Jew is the person who is a Jew in soul;

29 and the real circumcision is the circumcision of the heart, a spiritual and not a literal
thing. Such a person wins praise from God, though not from people.

3
1What is the advantage, then, of being a Jew? Or what is the good of circumcision?
2Great in everyway. First of all, because the Jewswere entrustedwith God’s utterances.
3What follows then? Some, no doubt, showed awant of faith; butwill theirwant of faith

make God break faith? Heaven forbid!
4Godmust prove true, thougheveryoneprove a liar! As scripture says ofGod – “That you

may be pronounced righteous in what you say, and gain your cause when people would
judge you.”

5 But what if our wrongdoing makes God’s righteousness all the clearer? Will God be
wrong in inflicting punishment? (I can but speak as a person.) Heaven forbid!

6Otherwise how can God judge the world?
7 But, if my falsehood redounds to the glory of God, by making his truthfulness more

apparent, why am I like others, still condemned as a sinner?
8Why shouldwe not say – as some people slanderously assert that we do say – “Let us do

evil that goodmay come”? The condemnation of such people is indeed just!
9 What follows, then? Are we Jews in any way superior to others? Not at all. Our

indictment against both Jews and Greeks was that all alike were in subjection to sin.
10As scripture says –

“There is not even one who is righteous,
11not one who understands,
not one who is searching for God!

12They have all gone astray;
they have one and all become depraved;

there is no one who is doing good – no, not one!”
13 “Their throats are like opened graves;

they deceive with their tongues.”
“The venom of snakes lies behind their lips,”

14 “And their mouths are full of bitter curses.”
15 “Swift are their feet to shed blood.
16Distress and trouble dog their steps,

17and the path of peace they do not know.”
18 “The fear of God is not before their eyes.”

19Nowwe know that everything said in the Law is addressed to those who are under its
authority, in order that every mouth may be closed, and to bring the whole world under
God’s judgment.

20 For no human being will be pronounced righteous before God as the result of
obedience to Law; for it is Law that shows what sin is.

21But now, quite apart from Law, the divine righteousness stands revealed, and to it the
Law and the prophets bear witness –

22 the divine righteousness which is bestowed, through faith in Jesus Christ, on all,
without distinction, who believe in him.

23For all have sinned, and all fall short of God’s glorious ideal,
24 but, in his loving kindness, are being freely pronounced righteous through the

deliverance found in Christ Jesus.
25 For God set him before the world, to be, by the shedding of his blood, a means of

reconciliation through faith. And this God did to prove his righteousness, and because,
in his forbearance, he had passed over the sins that people had previously committed;

26 as a proof, I repeat, at the present time, of his own righteousness, that he might be
righteous in our eyes, andmight pronounce righteous the personwho takes their stand on
faith in Jesus.

27What, then, becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what sort of Law? A Law
requiring obedience? No, a Law requiring faith.



Romans 3:28 364 Romans 4:25

28 For we conclude that a person is pronounced righteous on the ground of faith, quite
apart from obedience to Law.

29Or can it be that God is the God only of the Jews? Isn’t he also the God of the Gentiles?
30Yes, of the Gentiles also, since there is only one God, and hewill pronounce those who

are circumcised righteous as the result of faith, and also those who are uncircumcised on
their showing the same faith.

31Dowe, then, use this faith to abolish Law? Heaven forbid! No, we establish Law.

4
1What then, it may be asked, are we to say about Abraham, the ancestor of our nation?
2 If he was pronounced righteous as the result of obedience, then he has something to

boast of. Yes, but not before God.
3 For what are the words of scripture? “Abraham had faith in God, and his faith was

regarded by God as righteousness.”
4Nowwages are regarded as due to the personwhoworks, not as a favour, but as a debt;
5while, as for the personwho does not rely on their obedience, but has faith in himwho

can pronounce the godless righteous, their faith is regarded by God as righteousness.
6 In precisely the sameway David speaks of the blessing pronounced on the personwho

is regarded by God as righteous apart from actions –
7 “Blessed are those whose wrongdoings have been forgiven and over whose sins a veil

has been drawn!
8Blessed themanwhom the Lord will never regard as sinful!”
9 Is this blessing, then, pronounced on the circumcised only or on the uncircumcised as

well? We say that – “Abraham’s faith was regarded by God as righteousness.”
10Under what circumstances, then, did this take place? After his circumcision or before

it?
11Notafter, butbefore. And itwasasa signof this thathereceived theriteof circumcision

– to show the righteousness due to the faith of an uncircumcised man – in order that he
might be the father of all who have faith in God even when uncircumcised, so that they
also may be regarded by God as righteous;

12 as well as father of the circumcised – to those who are not only circumcised, but who
also follow our father Abraham in that faith which he had while still uncircumcised.

13 For the promise that he should inherit the world did not come to Abraham or his
descendants through Law, but through the righteousness due to faith.

14 If those who take their stand on Law are to inherit the world, then faith is robbed of
its meaning and the promise comes to nothing!

15Law entails punishment; but, where no Law exists, no breach of it is possible.
16 That is why everything is made to depend on faith: so that everything may be God’s

gift, and in order that the fulfilment of the promisemay bemade certain for all Abraham’s
descendants – not only for those who take their stand on the Law, but also for those who
take their stand on the faith of Abraham. (He is the father of us all;

17 as scripture says – “I have made you the father of many nations.”) And this they do
in the sight of that God in whom Abraham had faith, and who gives life to the dead, and
speaks of what does not yet exist as if it did.

18With no ground for hope, Abraham, sustained by hope, put faith in God; in order that,
in fulfilment of the words – “So many will your descendants be,” he might become “the
father of many nations.”

19 Though he was nearly a hundred years old, yet his faith did not fail him, even when
he thought of his own body, then utterly worn out, and remembered that Sarah was past
bearing children.

20Hewas not led by want of faith to doubt God’s promise.
21On the contrary, his faith gavehimstrength; andhepraisedGod, in thefirmconviction

that what God has promised he is also able to carry out.
22And therefore his faith “was regarded as righteousness.”
23 Now these words – “it was regarded as righteousness” – were not written with

reference to Abraham only;
24but also with reference to us. Our faith, too, will be regarded by God in the same light,

if we have faith in himwho raised Jesus, our Lord, from the dead;
25 for Jesuswas given up to death to atone for our offences, andwas raised to life thatwe

might be pronounced righteous.
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5
1Therefore, having been pronounced righteous as the result of faith, let us enjoy peace

with God through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
2 It is through him that, by reason of our faith, we have obtained admission to that place

in God’s favour in which we now stand. So let us exult in our hope of attaining God’s
glorious ideal.

3And not only that, but let us also exult in our troubles;
4 for we know that trouble develops endurance, and endurance strength of character,

and strength of character hope,
5 and that hope never disappoints. For the love of God has filled our hearts through the

Holy Spirit which was given us;
6 seeing that, while we were still powerless, Christ, in God’s good time, died on behalf of

the godless.
7Even for an upright person scarcely anyone will die. For a really good person perhaps

someonemight even dare to die.
8But God puts his love for us beyond all doubt by the fact that Christ died on our behalf

while we were still sinners.
9 Much more, then, now that we have been pronounced righteous by virtue of the

shedding of his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.
10For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of

his Son, much more, now that we have become reconciled, will we be saved by virtue of
Christ’s life.

11And not only that, but we exult in God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, throughwhom
we have now obtained this reconciliation.

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and through sin came
death; so, also, death spread to all humanity, because every person has sinned.

13Even before the time of the Law there was sin in the world; but sin cannot be charged
against someone where no Law exists.

14 Yet, from Adam to Moses, death reigned even over those whose sin was not a breach
of a law, as Adam’s was. And Adam foreshadows the one to come.

15 But there is a contrast between Adam’s offence and God’s gracious gift. For, if by
reason of the offence of the oneman thewhole human race died, farmorewere the loving
kindness of God, and the gift given in the loving kindness of the one man, Jesus Christ,
lavished on the whole human race.

16 There is a contrast, too, between the gift and the results of the one man’s sin. The
judgment, which followed on the one man’s sin, resulted in condemnation, but God’s
gracious gift, which followed onmany offences, resulted in a decree of righteousness.

17For if, by reasonof theoffenceof the oneman, death reigned through that oneman, far
morewill those, onwhomGod’s loving kindness and his gift of righteousness are lavished,
find life, and reign through the oneman, Jesus Christ.

18 Briefly then, just as a single offence resulted for all humanity in condemnation,
so, too, a single decree of righteousness resulted for all humanity in that declaration of
righteousness which brings life.

19For, as through the disobedience of the oneman the whole human race was rendered
sinful, so, too, through the obedience of the one, the whole human race will be rendered
righteous.

20Lawwas introduced in order that offences might be multiplied. But, where sins were
multiplied, the loving kindness of God was lavished themore,

21 in order that, just as sin had reigned in the realm of death, so, too, might loving-
kindness reign through righteousness, and result in eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

6
Difficulties arising from this Teaching

1What arewe to say, then? Arewe to continue to sin, in order that God’s loving kindness
may bemultiplied?

2Heaven forbid! We became dead to sin, so how canwe go on living in it?
3Orcan it be that youdonotknowthat all ofus,whowerebaptised intounionwithChrist

Jesus, in our baptism shared his death?
4Consequently, through sharing his death in our baptism, we were buried with him; so

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by a manifestation of the Father’s power, so
we also may live a new life.
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5 If we have become unitedwith him by the act symbolic of his death, surelywewill also
become united with him by the act symbolic of his resurrection.

6Werecognise the truth that our old selfwas crucifiedwithChrist, in order that thebody,
the stronghold of sin, might be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves
to sin.

7For themanwho has so died has been pronounced righteous and released from sin.
8And our belief is, that, as we have shared Christ’s death, we will also share his life.
9Weknow, indeed, that Christ, havingonce risen from thedead,will not die again. Death

has power over him no longer.
10For the death that he died was a death to sin, once and for all. But the life that he now

lives, he lives for God.
11 So let it be with you – regard yourselves as dead to sin, but as living for God, through

union with Christ Jesus.
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies and compel you to obey its

cravings.
13Do not offer any part of your bodies to sin, in the cause of unrighteousness, but once

for all offer yourselves to God (as thosewho, though once dead, nowhave life), and devote
every part of your bodies to the cause of righteousness.

14For sinwill not lord it over you. You are living under the reign, not of Law, but of love.
15What follows, then? Are we to sin because we are living under the reign of love and

not of Law? Heaven forbid!
16 Surely you know that when you offer yourselves as servants, to obey anyone, you are

the servants of the person whom you obey, whether the service be a service to sin which
leads to death, or a service to duty which leads to righteousness.

17 God be thanked that, though you were once servants of sin, yet you learned to give
hearty obedience to that form of doctrine under which you were placed.

18 Set free from the control of sin, you became servants to righteousness.
19 I can but speak as people do because of theweakness of your earthly nature. Once you

offeredeverypart of yourbodies to the service of impurity, andofwickedness,which leads
to further wickedness. Now, in the same way, offer them to the service of righteousness,
which leads to holiness.

20While you were still servants of sin, you were free as regards righteousness.
21 But what were the fruits that you reaped from those things of which you are now

ashamed? For the end of such things is death.
22But now that youhave been set free from the control of sin, and have become servants

to God, the fruit that you reap is an ever increasing holiness, and the end eternal life.
23Thewages of sin are death, but the gift of God is eternal life, through unionwith Christ

Jesus, our Lord.

7
1Surely, friends, youknow (for I amspeaking topeoplewhoknowwhat Lawmeans) that

Law has power over a person only as long as they lives.
2For example, by law amarried woman is bound to her husbandwhile he is living; but,

if her husband dies, she is set free from the law that bound her to him.
3 If, then, during her husband’s lifetime, she unites herself to another man, she will be

called an adulteress; but, if her husband dies, the lawhas no further hold on her, nor, if she
unites herself to another man, is she an adulteress.

4And so with you, my friends; as far as the Law was concerned, you underwent death
in the crucified body of the Christ, so that youmight be united to another, to himwhowas
raised from the dead, in order that our lives might bear fruit for God.

5When we were living merely earthly lives, our sinful passions, aroused by the Law,
were active in every part of our bodies, with the result that our lives bore fruit for death.

6 But now we are set free from the Law, because we are dead to that which once kept
us under restraint; and so we serve under new, spiritual conditions, and not under old,
written regulations.

7What arewe to say, then? That Law and sin are the same thing? Heaven forbid! On the
contrary, I should not have learned what sin is, had not it been for Law. If the Law did not
say “Youmust not covet,” I should not knowwhat it is to covet.

8But sin took advantage of the commandment to arouse in me every form of covetous-
ness, for where there is no consciousness of Law sin shows no sign of life.

9 There was a time when I myself, unconscious of Law, was alive; but when the
commandment was brought home tome, sin sprang into life, while I died!
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10The commandment that should havemeant life I found to result in death!
11Sin took advantage of the commandment to deceiveme, and used it to bring aboutmy

death.
12And so the Law is holy, and each commandment is also holy, and just, and good.
13Did, then, a thing, which in itself was good, involve death in my case? Heaven forbid!

It was sin that involved death; so that, by its use of what I regarded as good to bring about
my death, its true nature might appear; and in this way the commandment showed how
intensely sinful sin is.

14We know that the Law is spiritual, but I am earthly – sold into slavery to sin.
15 I do not understandmyownactions. For I am so far fromhabitually doingwhat Iwant

to do, that I findmyself doing the thing that I hate.
16But when I do what I want not to do, I am admitting that the Law is right.
17 This being so, the action is no longer my own, but is done by the sin which is within

me.
18 I know that there is nothing good inme – I mean inmy earthly nature. For, although it

is easy for me to want to do right, to act rightly is not easy.
19 I fail to do the good thing that I want to do, but the bad thing that I want not to do – that

I habitually do.
20 But, when I do the thing that I want not to do, the action is no longer my own, but is

done by the sin which is withinme.
21This, then, is the law that I find –when I want to do right, wrong presents itself!
22At heart I delight in the Law of God;
23 but throughout my body I see a different law, one which is in conflict with the law

accepted by my reason, and which endeavours to make me a prisoner to that law of sin
which exists throughout my body.

24Miserable man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body that is bringing me to
this death?

25Thank God, there is deliverance through Jesus Christ, our Lord! Well then, for myself,
with my reason I serve the Law of God, but withmy earthly nature the Law of sin.

8
1There is, therefore, nowno condemnation for thosewho are in unionwith Christ Jesus;
2 for through your union with Christ Jesus, the Law of the life-giving Spirit has set you

free from the Law of sin and death.
3What Law could not do, in so far as our earthly nature weakened its action, God did,

by sending his own Son, with a nature resembling our sinful nature, to atone for sin. He
condemned sin in that earthly nature,

4 so that the requirements of the Lawmight be satisfied in uswho live now in obedience,
not to our earthly nature, but to the Spirit.

5 They who follow their earthly nature are earthly-minded, while they who follow the
Spirit are spiritually minded.

6To be earthly-mindedmeans death, to be spiritually mindedmeans life and peace;
7because to be earthly-minded is to be an enemy toGod, for such aminddoes not submit

to the Law of God, nor indeed can it do so.
8They who are earthly cannot please God.
9 You, however, are not earthly but spiritual, since the Spirit of God lives within you.

Unless a person has the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ;
10but, if Christ is within you, then, though the body is dead as a consequence of sin, the

spirit is life as a consequence of righteousness.
11And, if the Spirit of himwho raised Jesus from thedead liveswithin you, hewho raised

Christ Jesus fromthedeadwill give life even toyourmortal bodies, throughhis Spirit living
within you.

12 So then, friends, we owe nothing to our earthly nature, that we should live in
obedience to it.

13 If you live in obedience to your earthly nature, you will inevitably die; but if, by the
power of the Spirit, you put an end to the evil habits of the body, you will live.

14All who are guided by the Spirit of God are children of God.
15For youdidnot receive the spirit of a slave, tofill youoncemorewith fear, but the spirit

of a child by adoption, which leads us to cry “Abba, our Father.”
16 The Spirit himself unites with our spirits in bearing witness to our being God’s

children,



Romans 8:17 368 Romans 9:5

17 and if children, then heirs – heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ, since we share
Christ’s sufferings in order that wemay also share his glory.

18 I do not count the sufferings of our present life worthy of mention when compared
with the glory that is to be revealed and bestowed on us.

19All nature awaits with eager expectation the appearing of the sons of God.
20For naturewasmade subject to imperfection – not by its own choice, but owing to him

whomade it so –
21yet not without the hope that some day nature, also, will be set free from enslavement

to decay, and will attain to the freedomwhich will mark the glory of the children of God.
22We know, indeed, that all nature alike has been groaning in the pains of labour to this

very hour.
23And not nature only; but we ourselves also, though we have already a first gift of the

Spirit – we ourselves are inwardly groaning, while we eagerly await our full adoption as
sons – the redemption of our bodies.

24 By our hope we were saved. But the thing hoped for is no longer an object of hope
when it is before our eyes; for who hopes for what is before his eyes?

25But whenwe hope for what is not before our eyes, then wewait for it with patience.
26 So, also, the Spirit supports us in our weakness. We do not even know how to pray as

we should; but the Spirit himself pleads for us in sighs that can find no utterance.
27 Yet he who searches all our hearts knows what the Spirit’s meaning is, because the

pleadings of the Spirit for Christ’s people are in accordance with his will.
28But we do know that God causes all things to work together for the good of those who

love him – those who have received the call in accordance with his purpose.
29 For those whom God chose from the first he also destined from the first to be

transformed into likeness to his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest among many
brothers and sisters.

30 And those whom God destined for this he also called; and those whom he called he
also pronounced righteous; and those whom he pronounced righteous he also brought to
glory.

31What are we to say, then, in the light of all this?
If God is on our side, who can there be against us?
32God did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up on behalf of us all; will he not, then,

with him, freely give us all things?
33Whowill bringachargeagainst anyofGod’speople? Hewhopronounces themrighteous

is God!
34Who is there to condemn them? He who died for us is Christ Jesus! – or, rather, it was

he who was raised from the dead, and who is now at God’s right hand and is even
pleading on our behalf!

35Who is there to separate us from the love of the Christ? Will trouble, or difficulty, or
persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or the sword?

36 Scripture says – “For your sake we are being killed all the day long, We are regarded
as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37Yet amid all these things wemore than conquer through himwho loved us!
38 For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor archangels, nor the

present, nor the future, nor any powers,
39nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the

love of God revealed in Christ Jesus, our Lord!

9
Gentiles and Jews

1 I am speaking the truth as one in union with Christ; it is no lie; and my conscience,
enlightened by the Holy Spirit,

2bearsme out when I say that there is a great weight of sorrow onme and thatmy heart
is never free from pain.

3 I couldwish that Iweremyself accursed and severed from the Christ, for the sake ofmy
people –my own flesh and blood.

4For they are Israelites, and theirs are the adoption as children, the visible presence, the
covenants, the revealed Law, the Temple worship, and the promises.

5 They are descended from the patriarchs, and, as far as his human nature was
concerned, from them came the Christ – he who is supreme over all things, God for ever
blessed. Amen.
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6Not that God’sWord has failed. For it is not all who are descended from Israel who are
true Israelites;

7 nor, because they are Abraham’s descendants, are they all his children; but – “It is
Isaac’s children whowill be called your descendants.”

8 This means that it is not the children born in the course of nature who are God’s
children, but it is the children born in fulfilment of the promise who are to be regarded
as Abraham’s descendants.

9 For these words are the words of a promise – “About this time I will come, and Sarah
will have a son.”

10Nor is that all. There is also the case of Rebecca, when she was about to bear children
to our ancestor Isaac.

11 For in order that the purpose of God, working through selection, might not fail –
a selection depending, not on obedience, but on his call – Rebecca was told, before her
children were born and before they had done anything either right or wrong,

12 that the elder would be a servant to the younger.
13The words of scripture are – “I loved Jacob, but I hated Esau.”
14What are we to say, then? Is God guilty of injustice? Heaven forbid!
15 For his words to Moses are – “I will take pity on whom I take pity, and be merciful to

whom I ammerciful.”
16 So, then, all depends, not on humanwishes or human efforts, but on God’s mercy.
17 In scripture, again, it is said to Pharaoh – “It was for this purpose that I raised you

to the throne, to show my power by my dealings with you, and to make my name known
throughout the world.”

18 So, then, where Godwills, he takes pity, and where he wills, he hardens the heart.
19 Perhaps you will say to me – “How can anyone still be blamed? For who withstands

his purpose?”
20 I might rather ask “Who are you who are arguing with God?” Does a thing which a

person has moulded say to the person who has moulded it “Why did you make me like
this?”

21Has not the potter absolute power over their clay, so that out of the same lump they
make one thing for better, and another for common, use?

22Andwhat if God, intending to reveal his displeasure andmake his power known, bore
mostpatientlywith theobjects ofhisdispleasure, though theywerefitonly tobedestroyed,

23 so as to make known his surpassing glory in dealing with the objects of his mercy,
whom he prepared beforehand for glory,

24 and whom he called – even us – not only from among the Jews but from among the
Gentiles also!

25This, indeed, is what he says in the book of Hosea – “Those who were not my people, I
will call my people, and those whowere unloved I will love.

26And in the placewhere itwas said to them – ‘You are notmypeople’, theywill be called
sons of the living God.”

27And Isaiah cries aloud over Israel – “Though the sons of Israel are like the sand of the
sea in number, only a remnant of themwill escape!

28For the Lord will execute his sentence on the world, fully and without delay.”
29 It is as Isaiah foretold – “Had not the Lord of Hosts spared some few of our people to

us, we should have become like Sodom and beenmade to resemble Gomorrah.”
30What arewe to say, then? Why, that Gentiles, whowere not in search of righteousness,

secured it – a righteousness which was the result of faith;
31while Israel, which was in search of a Law which would ensure righteousness, failed

to discover one.
32 And why? Because they looked to obedience, and not to faith, to secure it. They

stumbled over the stumbling-block.
33As scripture says – “See, I place a stumbling-block in Zion – a rock which will prove a

hindrance; and he who believes in himwill have no cause for shame.”

10
1My friends, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for my people is for their salvation.
2 I can testify that they are zealous for the honour of God; but they are not guided by true

insight,
3 for, in their ignorance of the divine righteousness, and in their eagerness to set

up a righteousness of their own, they refused to accept with submission the divine
righteousness.
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4 For Christ has brought Law to an end, so that righteousness may be obtained by
everyone who believes in him.

5 For Moses writes that, as for the righteousness which results from Law, those who
practice it will find life through it.

6But the righteousnesswhich results from faithfinds expression in thesewords: “Donot
say to yourself ‘Whowill go up into heaven?’ ” (whichmeans to bring Christ down)

7 “or ‘Whowill go down into the depths below?’ ” (which means to bring Christ up from
the dead).

8No, but what does it say? “The message is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(whichmeans “Themessage of faith”which we proclaim).

9For, if with your lips you acknowledge the truth of themessage that JESUS IS LORD, and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

10 For with their hearts people believe and so attain to righteousness, while with their
lips theymake their profession of faith and so find salvation.

11As the passage of scripture says – “No onewho believes in himwill have any cause for
shame.”

12For no distinction is made between the Jew and the Greek, for all have the same Lord,
and he is bountiful to all who invoke him.

13For everyone who invokes the name of the Lord will be saved.
14 But how, it may be asked, are they to invoke one in whom they have not learned to

believe? And how are they to believe in one whose words they have not heard? And how
are they to hear his words unless someone proclaims him?

15 And how is anyone to proclaim him unless they are sent as his messengers? As
scripture says – “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

16 Still, it may be said, everyone did not give heed to the good news. No, for Isaiah asks –
“Lord, who has believed our teaching?”

17And so we gather, faith is a result of teaching, and the teaching comes in the message
of Christ.

18But I ask “Is it possible that people have never heard?” No, indeed, for – “Their voices
spread through all the earth, and their message to the ends of the world.”

19 But again I ask “Did not the people of Israel understand?” First there is Moses, who
says – “I, the Lord, will stir you to rivalry with a nation which is no nation; against an
undiscerning nation I will arouse your anger.”

20And Isaiah says boldly – “Iwas foundby thosewhowerenot seekingme; Imademyself
known to those whowere not inquiring of me.”

21 But of the people of Israel he says – “All day long I have stretched out my hands to a
people who disobey and contradict.”

11
1 I ask, then, “Has God rejected his people?” Heaven forbid! For I myself am an Israelite,

a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
2God has not rejected his people, whom he chose from the first. Have you forgotten the

words of scripture in the story of Elijah – how he appeals to God against Israel?
3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have pulled down your altars, and I only

am left; and now they are eager to takemy life.”
4But what was the divine response? “I have kept for myself seven thousand who have

never bowed the knee to Baal.”
5And so in our own time, too, there is to be found a remnant of our nation selected by

God in love.
6But if in love, then it is not as a result of obedience. Otherwise love would cease to be

love.
7What follows fromthis? Why, that Israel asanation failed to securewhat itwas seeking,

while those whomGod selected did secure it.
8The rest grewcallous; as scripture says – “Godhas given themadeadness ofmind – eyes

that are not to see and ears that are not to hear – and it is so to this very day.”
9David, too, says – “May their feasts prove a snare and a trap to them – a hindrance and

a retribution;
10may their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see; and do you always make their

backs to bend.”
11 I ask then – “Was their stumbling to result in their fall?” Heaven forbid! On the

contrary, through their falling away salvation has reached the Gentiles, to stir the rivalry
of Israel.
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12And, if their falling away has enriched the world, and their failure has enriched the
Gentiles, howmuchmore will result from their full restoration!

13But I am speaking to you whowere Gentiles.
14Beingmyself an apostle to the Gentiles, I exalt my office, in the hope that I may stirmy

countrymen to rivalry, and so save some of them.
15For, if their being cast aside has meant the reconciliation of the world, what will their

receptionmean, but life from the dead?
16 If the first handful of dough is holy, so is the whole mass, and if the root is holy, so are

the branches.
17Some, however, of the brancheswere broken off, and you, whowere only awild olive,

were grafted in among them, and came to share with them the root which is the source of
the richness of the cultivated olive.

18 Yet do not exult over the other branches. But, if you do exult over them, remember
that you do not support the root, but that the root supports you.

19But branches, you will say, were broken off, so that I might be grafted in.
20True, it was because of their want of faith that they were broken off, and it is because

of your faith that you are standing. Do not think too highly of yourself, but beware.
21For, if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.
22 See, then, both the goodness and the severity of God – his severity towards those who

fell, andhis goodness towards you, provided that you continue to confide in that goodness;
otherwise you, also, will be cut off.

23And they, too, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in; for God has
it in his power to graft them in again.

24 If you were cut off from your natural stock – a wild olive – and were grafted, contrary
to the course of nature, on a good olive, much more will they – the natural branches – be
grafted back into their parent tree.

25My friends, so that you don’t think too highly of yourselves, I want you to recognise
the truth, hitherto hidden, that the callousness which has come over Israel is only partial,
and will continue only until the whole Gentile world has been gathered in.

26 And then all Israel will be saved. As scripture says – “From Zion will come the
Deliverer; he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.

27And they will see the fulfilment of my covenant, when I have taken away their sins.”
28 From the standpoint of the good news, the Jews are God’s enemies for your sake; but

from the standpoint of God’s selection, they are dear to him for the sake of the patriarchs.
29For God never regrets his gifts or his call.
30 Just as you at one timewere disobedient to him, but have now foundmercy in the day

of their disobedience;
31 so, too, they have now become disobedient in your day of mercy, in order that they

also in their turnmay now findmercy.
32For God has given all alike over to disobedience, that to all alike hemay showmercy.
33 Oh! The unfathomable wisdom and knowledge of God! How inscrutable are his

judgments, how untraceable his ways! Yes –
34 ho has ever comprehended the mind of the Lord? Who has ever become his

counsellor?
35Orwho has first given to him, so that hemay claim a reward?
36For all things are fromhim, through him, and for him. And to him be all glory for ever

and ever! Amen.

12
Advice on Daily Life

1 I entreat you, then, friends, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living and
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, for this is your rational worship.

2Donot conform to the fashionof thisworld; but be transformedby the complete change
that has come over yourminds, so that youmay discernwhat God’swill is – all that is good,
acceptable, and perfect.

3 In fulfilment of the chargewithwhich I have been entrusted, I tell every one of you not
to think more highly of themselves than they ought to think, but to think until they learn
to think soberly – in accordance with themeasure of faith that God has allotted to each.

4For, just as in the human body there is a union ofmany parts, and each part has its own
function,

5sowe, by our union in Christ,many thoughweare, formbut one body, and individually
we are related one to another as its parts.



Romans 12:6 372 Romans 14:1

6Since our gifts differ in accordancewith the particular charge entrusted to us, if our gift
is to preach, let our preaching correspond to our faith;

7 if it is to minister to others, let us devote ourselves to our ministry; the teacher to their
teaching,

8 the counselor to their counsel. Let thepersonwhogives in charitydo sowithagenerous
heart; let the person who is in authority exercise due diligence; let the person who shows
kindness do so in a cheerful spirit.

9Let your love be sincere. Hate the wrong; cling to the right.
10 In the love of the community of the Lord’s followers, be affectionate to one another; in

showing respect, set an example of deference to one another;
11never flagging in zeal; fervent in spirit; serving theMaster;
12 rejoicing in your hope; steadfast under persecution; persevering in prayer;
13 relieving the wants of Christ’s people; devoted to hospitality.
14Bless your persecutors – bless and never curse.
15Rejoice with those who are rejoicing, and weep with those who are weeping.
16 Let the same spirit of sympathy animate you all, not a spirit of pride; enjoy the

company of ordinary people. Do not think too highly of yourselves.
17 Never return injury for injury. Aim at doing what everyone will recognise as

honourable.
18 If it is possible, as far as rests with you, live peaceably with everyone.
19 Never avenge yourselves, dear friends, but make way for the wrath of God; for

scripture declares – “ ‘It is for me to avenge, I will requite,’ says the Lord.”
20Rather – “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him to drink. By doing

this you will heap coals of fire on his head.”
21Never be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good.

13
1 Let everyone obey the supreme authorities. For no authority exists except by the will

of God, and the existing authorities have been appointed by God.
2Therefore the one who sets themself against the authorities is resisting God’s appoint-

ment, and those who resist will bring a judgment on themselves.
3A good action has nothing to fear from rulers; a bad action has. Do youwant to have no

reason to fear the authorities? Then do what is good, and youwill win their praise.
4 For they are God’s servants appointed for your good. But, if you do what is wrong,

you may well be afraid; for the sword they carry is not without meaning! They are God’s
servants to inflict his punishments on those who do wrong.

5You are bound, therefore, to obey, not only through fear of God’s punishments, but also
as amatter of conscience.

6This, too, is the reason for yourpaying taxes; for theofficials areGod’s officers, devoting
themselves to this special work.

7 In all cases pay what is due from you – tribute where tribute is due, taxes where taxes
are due, respect where respect is due, and honour where honour is due.

8Owe nothing to anyone except love; for they who love their neighbour have satisfied
the Law.

9 The commandments, “You must not commit adultery, you must not kill, you must not
steal, youmust not covet,” andwhatever other commandment there is, are all summed up
in the words – “Youmust love your neighbour as you love yourself.”

10Love never wrongs a neighbour. Therefore love fully satisfies the Law.
11This I say, because you know the crisis that we have reached, for the time has already

come for you to rouse yourselves from sleep; our salvation is nearer now than when we
accepted the faith.

12 The night is almost gone; the day is near. Therefore let us be done with the deeds of
darkness, and arm ourselves with the weapons of light.

13Being in the light of day, let us live becomingly, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in
lust and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.

14No! Arm yourselves with the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ, and spend no thought on
your earthly nature, to satisfy its cravings.

14
1As for thosewhose faith isweak, always receive themas friends, butnot for thepurpose

of passing judgment on their scruples.
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2One person’s faith permits them to eat food of all kinds, while another whose faith is
weak eats only vegetable food.

3The personwho eats meat must not despise the personwho abstains from it; normust
the person who abstains from eating meat pass judgment on the one who eats it, for God
himself has received them.

4Who are you, that you should pass judgment on the servant of another? Their standing
or falling concerns their ownmaster. And stand theywill, for theirMaster canenable them
to stand.

5Again, one person considers some days to be more sacred than others, while another
considers all days to be alike. Everyone ought to be fully convinced in their ownmind.

6 The person who observes a day, observes it to the Master’s honour. They, again, who
eat meat eat it to the Master’s honour, for they give thanks to God; while the person who
abstains from it abstains from it to theMaster’s honour, and also gives thanks to God.

7 There is not one of us whose life concerns ourselves alone, and not one of us whose
death concerns ourself alone;

8 for, if we live, our life is for the Master, and, if we die, our death is for the Master.
Whether, then, we live or die we belong to theMaster.

9Thepurpose forwhichChrist died and cameback to lifewas this – that hemight beLord
over both the dead and the living.

10 I would ask the one “Why do you judge other followers of the Lord?” And I would ask
the other “Why do you despise them?” For wewill all stand before the court of God.

11 For scripture says – “ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bend before
me and every tongue will praise God.’ ”

12 So, then, each one of us will have to render account of himself to God.
13Let us, then, cease to judge one another. Rather let this be your resolve –never to place

a stumbling-block or an obstacle in the way of a fellow follower of the Lord.
14 Through my union with the Lord Jesus, I know and am persuaded that nothing is

defiling in itself. A thing is “defiling” only to the person who holds it to be so.
15 If, for the sake ofwhat you eat, youwoundyour fellow follower’s feelings, your life has

ceased to be ruled by love. Do not, by what you eat, ruin someone for whom Christ died!
16Do not let what is right for you become amatter of reproach.
17 For the kingdom of God does not consist of eating and drinking, but of righteousness

and peace and gladness through the presence of the Holy Spirit.
18 The person who serves the Christ in this way pleases God, and wins the approval of

their fellows.
19 Therefore our efforts should be directed towards all that makes for peace and the

mutual building up of character.
20Do not undo God’s work for the sake of what you eat. Though everything is “clean,”

yet, if a person eats so as to put a stumbling-block in the way of others, they do wrong.
21 The right course is to abstain from meat or wine or, indeed, anything that is a

stumbling-block to your fellow follower of the Lord.
22As for yourself – keep this conviction of yours to yourself, as in the presence of God.

Happy thepersonwhoneverhas to condemnthemselves in regard to something they think
right!

23The person, however, who has misgivings stands condemned if they still eat, because
their doing so is not the result of faith. And anything not done as the result of faith is a sin.

15
1We, the strong, ought to take on our own shoulders the weaknesses of those who are

not strong, and not merely to please ourselves.
2Let each of us please our neighbour for our neighbour’s good, to help in the building up

of their character.
3Even the Christ did not please himself! On the contrary, as scripture says of him – “The

reproaches of those whowere reproaching you fell uponme.”
4Whateverwaswritten in the scriptures in days gonebywaswritten for our instruction,

so that, through patient endurance, and through the encouragement drawn from the
scriptures, wemight hold fast to our hope.

5AndmayGod, the giver of this patience and this encouragement, grant you to be united
in sympathy in Christ,

6 so that with one heart and one voice youmay praise the God and Father of Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
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7Therefore always receive one another as friends, just as the Christ himself received us,
to the glory of God.

8For I tell you that Christ, in vindication of God’s truthfulness, has become aminister of
the covenant of circumcision, so that hemay fulfil the promises made to our ancestors,

9and that the Gentiles also may praise God for his mercy. As scripture says – “Therefore
will Imake acknowledgment to you among theGentiles and sing in honour of your name.”

10And again it says – “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with God’s people.”
11And yet again – “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all Peoples sing his praises.”
12Again, Isaiah says – “There will be a Scion of the house of Jesse, One who is to arise to

rule the Gentiles; on himwill the Gentiles rest their hopes.”
13MayGod, who inspires our hope, grant you perfect happiness and peace in your faith,

until you are filled with this hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
14 I am persuaded, my friends – yes, I Paul, with regard to you – that you are yourselves

full of kindness, furnished with all Christian learning, and well able to give advice to one
another.

15 But in parts of this letter I have expressed myself somewhat boldly – by way of
refreshing yourmemories –

16because of the charge with which God has entrusted me, that I should be an assistant
of Christ Jesus to go to the Gentiles – that I should act as a priest of God’s good news, so
that the offering up of the Gentilesmay be an acceptable sacrifice, consecrated by theHoly
Spirit.

17 It is, then, through my union with Christ Jesus that I have a proud confidence in my
work for God.

18 For I will not dare to speak of anything but what Christ has done through me to win
the obedience of the Gentiles –

19 by my words and actions, through the power displayed in signs and marvels, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit. And so, starting from Jerusalem and going as far
as Illyria, I have told in full the good news of the Christ;

20 yet always with the ambition to tell the good news where Christ’s name had not
previously been heard, so as to avoid building on another’s foundations.

21But as scripture says – “They towhomhehadnever beenproclaimedwill see; and they
who have never heard will understand!”

Conclusion
22That is why I have so often been prevented from coming to you.
23 But now there are no further openings for me in these parts, and I have for several

years been longing to come to you whenever I may be going to Spain.
24Formy hope is to visit you onmy journey, and then to be sent onmyway by you, after

I have first partly satisfiedmyself by seeing something of you.
25 Just now, however, I am onmyway to Jerusalem, to take help to Christ’s people there.
26 For Macedonia and Greece have been glad to make a collection for the poor among

Christ’s people at Jerusalem.
27 Yes, they were glad to do so; and indeed it is a duty which they owe to them. For the

Gentile converts who have shared their spiritual blessings are in duty bound to minister
to them in the things of this world.

28 When I have settled this matter, and have secured for the poor at Jerusalem the
enjoyment of these benefits, I will go, by way of you, to Spain.

29And I know that, when I come to you, it will be with a full measure of blessing from
Christ.

30 I beg you, then, friends, by Jesus Christ, our Lord, andby the love inspiredby the Spirit,
to join me in earnest prayer to God onmy behalf.

31Pray that I may be rescued from those in Judea who reject the faith, and that the help
which I am taking to Jerusalemmay prove acceptable to Christ’s people;

32 so that, God willing, I may be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and enjoy some
rest among you.

33May God, the giver of peace, be with you all. Amen.

16
1 I commend toyourcareour sister, Phoebe,who is aministerof the churchatCenchreae;
2 and I ask you to give her a Christian welcome – one worthy of Christ’s people – and to

aid her in any matter in which she may need your assistance. She has proved herself a
staunch friend and protector and tomany others.



Romans 16:3 375 Romans 16:27

3Givemy greeting to Prisca and Aquila, my fellowworkers in the cause of Christ Jesus,
4who risked their own lives to save mine. It is not I alone who thank them, but all the

churches among the Gentiles thank them also.
5 Give my greeting, also, to the church that meets at their house, as well as to my dear

friend Epaenetus, one of the first in Roman Asia to believe in Christ;
6 to Mary, who worked hard for you;
7 to Andronicus and Junia, fellow Jews and oncemy fellow prisoners, who are people of

note among the apostles, and who became Christians before I did;
8 to my dear Christian friend Ampliatus;
9 to Urban, our fellowworker in the cause of Christ, and to my dear friend Stachys;
10 to that tried and true Christian Apelles; to the household of Aristobulus;
11 to my countryman Herodion; to the Christians in the household of Narcissus;
12 to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who haveworked hard for theMaster; tomy dear friend

Persis, for she has donemuch hard work for theMaster;
13 to that eminent Christian, Rufus, and to hismother, who has been amother tome also;
14 to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and our friends with them;
15 also to Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and to all Christ’s

people who are with them.
16Greet one anotherwith a sacred kiss. All the churches of the Christ send you greetings.
17 I beg you, friends, to be on your guard against people who, by disregarding the

teachingwhich you received, cause divisions and create difficulties; dissociate yourselves
from them.

18 For such persons are not serving Christ, our Master, but are slaves to their own
appetites; and, by their smooth words and flattery, they deceive simple-minded people.

19Everyonehasheardof your readyobedience. It is true that I amveryhappyabout you,
but I want you to be well versed in all that is good, and innocent of all that is bad.

20And God, the giver of peace, will before long crush Satan under your feet.
May the blessing of Jesus, our Lord, be with you.
21Timothy, my fellow worker, sends you his greetings, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater,

my countrymen, send theirs.
22 I Tertius, who amwriting this letter, send youmy Christian greeting.
23MyhostGaius,whoextendshishospitality to thewhole church, sendsyouhis greeting;

and Erastus, the city treasurer, and Quartus, our dear friend, add theirs.
24 *
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you, as promised in the good news entrusted

to me and in the proclamation of Jesus Christ, in accordance with the revelation of that
hidden purpose, which in past ages was kept secret but now has been revealed

26 and, in obedience to the command of the immortal God, made known through the
writings of the prophets to all nations, to secure submission to the faith –

27 to him, I say, thewise and onlyGod, be ascribed, through Jesus Christ, all glory for ever
and ever. Amen.

* 16:24 Some later manuscripts add: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians

Introduction
1 To the church of God in Corinth, to those who have been consecrated by union with

Christ Jesus and called to become his people, and also to all, wherever they may be, who
invoke the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – their Master and ours,

2 from Paul, who has been called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and
from Sosthenes, our fellow follower of the Lord.

3May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace.
4 I always thankGod foryou. I thankhimfor theblessingbestowedonyou inChrist Jesus.
5For throughunionwith himyouwere enriched in everyway – in your power to preach,

and in your knowledge of the truth;
6and so became yourselves a confirmation of my testimony to the Christ.
7There is no gift inwhich you are deficient, while waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be

revealed.
8 And God himself will strengthen you to the end, so that at the day of our Lord Jesus

Christ youmay be found blameless.
9God will not fail you, and it is he who called you into communion with his Son, Jesus

Christ, our Lord.
The State of the Church at Corinth

10But I appeal to you, my friends, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to agree in what
you profess, and not to allow divisions to exist among you, but to be united – of one mind
and of one opinion.

11For I havebeen informed,my friends, by themembers of Chloe’s household, that party
feeling exists among you.

12 I mean this: that every one of you says either “I follow Paul,” or “I Apollos,” or “I
Cephas,” or “I Christ.”

13Youhave torn the Christ in pieces! Was it Paulwhowas crucified for you? Orwere you
baptised in the name of Paul?

14 I am thankful that I did not baptise any of you except Crispus and Gaius,
15 so that no one can say that you were baptised inmy name.
16 I baptised also the household of Stephanas. I do not know that I baptised anyone else.
17Mymission from Christ was not to baptise, but to tell the good news; not, however, in

the language of philosophy, in case the cross of the Christ should be robbed of itsmeaning.
18Themessage of the cross is indeedmere folly to those who are on the path to ruin, but

to us who are on the path of salvation it is the power of God.
19For scripture says –

“I will bring the philosophy of the philosophers to naught, and the shrewdness of the
shrewd I will bring to nothing.”

20Where is the philosopher? Where the teacher of the Law? Where the disputant of today?
Has not God shown the world’s philosophy to be folly?
21 For since the world, in God’s wisdom, did not by its philosophy learn to know God, God
saw fit, by the “folly” of our proclamation, to save those who believe in Christ!
22While Jews ask for miraculous signs, and Greeks study philosophy,
23we are proclaiming Christ crucified! – to the Jews an obstacle, to the Gentiles mere folly,
24 but to those who have received the call, whether Jews or Greeks, Christ, the power of
God and the wisdom of God!
25For God’s “folly” is wiser than people, and God’s “weakness” is stronger than people.

26Look at the facts of your call, friends. There are notmany among youwho arewise, as
people reckon wisdom, not manywho are influential, not many who are high-born;

27 but God chose what the world counts foolish to put its wise to shame, and God chose
what the world counts weak to put its strong to shame,

28 and God chose what the world counts poor and insignificant – things that to it are
unreal – to bring its “realities” to nothing,

29 so that in his presence no one should boast.
30 But you, by your union with Christ Jesus, belong to God; and Christ, by God’s will,

became not only our wisdom, but also our righteousness, holiness, and deliverance,
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31 so that – in the words of scripture –
“Whoever boasts should boast of the Lord!”

2
1 For my own part, friends, when I came to you, it was with no display of eloquence or

philosophy that I came to tell the hidden purpose of God;
2 for I haddetermined that, whilewith you, Iwould forget everything except Jesus Christ

– and him crucified!
3 Indeed, when I came among you, I was weak, and full of fears, and in great anxiety.
4My message and my proclamation were not delivered in the persuasive language of

philosophy, but were accompanied by themanifestation of spiritual power,
5 so that your faith should be based, not on the humanwisdom, but on the power of God.
6Yet there is a philosophy that we teach to those whose faith is matured, but it is not the

philosophy of today, or of the leaders of today –whose downfall is at hand.
7No, it is a divine philosophy that we teach, one concerned with the hidden purpose of

God – that long hidden philosophy which God, before time began, destined for our glory.
8 This philosophy is clearly not known to any of the leaders of today, since, had they

known it, they would never have crucified our glorious Lord!
9 It is what scripture speaks of as –

“What eye never saw, nor ear ever heard,
what never entered people’s minds –

all these things God has prepared for those who love him.”
10 Yet to us God revealed it through his Spirit; for the Spirit fathoms all things, even the
inmost depths of God’s being.
11 For what person is there who knows what a person is, except the person’s own spirit
within them? So, also, no one comprehends what God is, except the Spirit of God.
12And as for us, it is not the spirit of the world that we have received, but the Spirit that
comes from God, so that wemay realize the blessings given to us by him.
13Andwespeakof thesegifts, not in language taughtbyhumanphilosophy, but in language
taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things in spiritual words.
14 The merely intellectual person rejects the teaching of the Spirit of God; for to them it is
mere folly; they cannot grasp it, because it is to be understood only by spiritual insight.
15 But the person with spiritual insight is able to understand everything, although they
themselves are understood by no one.
16 For who has so comprehended the mind of the Lord as to be able to instruct him? We,
however, have themind of Christ.

3
1 But I, my friends, could not speak to you as people with spiritual insight, but only as

worldly-minded –mere infants in the faith of Christ.
2 I fed you withmilk, not with solid food, for you were not then able to take it.
No, and even now you are not able; you are still worldly.
3 While there exist among you jealousy and party feeling, is it not true that you are

worldly, and are actingmerely as other people do?
4When one says “I follow Paul,” and another “I follow Apollos,” aren’t you like other

people?
5What, I ask, is Apollos? Orwhat is Paul? Servants throughwhomyouwere led to accept

the faith; and that only as the Lord helped each of you.
6 I planted, and Apollos watered, but it was God who caused the growth.
7Therefore neither the onewhoplants, nor the onewhowaters, counts for anything, but

only God who causes the growth.
8 In this the personwho plants and the personwhowaters are one; yet eachwill receive

their own reward in proportion to their own labour.
9For we are God’s fellowworkers; you are God’s harvest field, God’s building.
10 In fulfilment of the charge which God had entrusted to me, I laid the foundation like

a skilful master; but someone else is now building on it. Let everyone take care how they
build;

11 for no one can lay any other foundation than the one already laid – Jesus Christ.
12Whatever is used by those who build on this foundation, whether gold, silver, costly

stones, wood, hay, or straw,
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13 the quality of each man’s work will become known, for the day will make it plain;
because that day is to be ushered inwith fire, and thefire itselfwill test the quality of every
man’s work.

14 If anyone’swork,which theyhavebuilt on that foundation, still remains, theywill gain
a reward.

15 If anyone’s work is burnt up, theywill suffer loss; though they themselveswill escape,
but only as one who has passed through fire.

16Don’t you know that you are God’s Temple, and that God’s Spirit has his home in you?
17 If any one destroys the Temple of God, Godwill destroy them; for the Temple of God is

sacred, and so also are you.

18Let no one deceive himself. If any one among you imagines that, as regards thisworld,
they are wise, they should become a “fool,” that theymay becomewise.

19For in God’s sight this world’s wisdom is folly. Scripture tells of –
“Onewho catches the wise in their own craftiness,”
20And it says again –
“The Lord sees how fruitless are the deliberations of the wise.”
21Therefore let no one boast about people; for all things are yours –
22whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or the present, or the
future – all things are yours!
23But you are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.

4
1Let people look on us as Christ’s servants, and as stewards of the hidden truths of God.
2Nowwhat we look for in stewards is that they should be trustworthy.
3But it weighs very little withme that I am judged by you or by any human tribunal. No,

I do not even judgemyself;
4 for, though I am conscious of nothing against myself, that does not proveme innocent.

It is the Lord who is my judge.
5 Therefore do not pass judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes. He

will throw light on what is now dark and obscure, and will reveal the motives in people’s
minds; and then everyone will receive due praise from God.

6All this, friends, I have, for your sakes, applied to Apollos andmyself, so that, from our
example, you may learn to observe the precept – “Keep to what is written,” that none of
youmay speak boastfully of one teacher to the disparagement of another.

7 For who makes any one of you superior to others? And what have you that was not
given you? But if you received it as a gift, why do you boast as if you had not?

8Are you all so soon satisfied? Are you so soon rich? Have you begun to reign without
us? Would indeed that you had, so that we also might reign with you!

9 For, as it seems to me, God has exhibited us, the apostles, last of all, as people doomed
to death. We aremade a spectacle to the universe, both to angels and to people!

10 We, for Christ’s sake, are fools, but you, by your union with Christ, are people of
discernment. We are weak, but you are strong. You are honoured, but we are despised.

11To this very hour we go hungry, thirsty, and naked; we are beaten; we are homeless;
12we work hard, toiling with our own hands. We meet abuse with blessings, we meet

persecution with endurance,
13wemeet slander with gentle appeals. We have been treated as the scum of the earth,

the vilest of the vile, to this very hour.
14 It is with no wish to shame you that I amwriting like this; but to warn you as my own

dear children.
15Though youmay have thousands of instructors in the faith of Christ, yet you have not

many fathers. It was Iwho, throughunionwith Christ Jesus, became your father bymeans
of the good news.

16Therefore I entreat you – Followmy example.
17This is my reason for sending Timothy to you. He is my own dear faithful child in the

Master’s service, andhewill remindyouofmymethods of teaching the faith of Christ Jesus
–methods which I follow everywhere in every church.

18 Some, I hear, are puffed upwith pride, thinking that I am not coming to you.
19But come to you I will, and that soon, if it please the Lord; and then I will find out, not

what words these people use who are so puffed up, but what power they possess;
20 for the kingdom of God is based, not on words, but on power.
21What do you wish? Am I to come to you with a rod, or in a loving and gentle spirit?
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5
1 There is a wide-spread report respecting a case of immorality among you, and that,

too, of a kind that does not occur even among the Gentiles – aman, I hear, is livingwith his
father’s wife!

2 Instead of grieving over it and taking steps for the expulsion of the manwho has done
this thing, is it possible that you are still puffed up?

3 For I myself, though absent in body, have been present with you in spirit, and in the
name of our Lord Jesus I have already passed judgment, just as if I had been present, on
themanwho has acted in this way.

4 I have decided – having been present in spirit at yourmeetings, when the power of the
Lord Jesus was with us –

5 todeliver suchamanas this over toSatan, thatwhat is sensual inhimmaybedestroyed,
so that his spirit may be saved at the day of the Lord.

6Yourboasting isunseemly. Don’t youknowthat evena little yeast leavensall thedough?
7Get rid entirely of the old leaven, so that youmay be like newdough – free from leaven,

as in truth you are. For our passover lamb is already sacrificed – Christ himself;
8 therefore let us keep our festival, not with the leaven of former days, nor with the

leaven of vice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
9 I told you, in my letter, not to associate with immoral people –
10not, of course, meaning people of the world who are in immoral, or who are covetous

and grasping, orwhoworship idols; for then youwould have to leave theworld altogether.
11 But, as things are, I say that you are not to associate with anyone who, although

a follower of Christ in name, is immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or abusive, or a
drunkard, or grasping – no, not even to sit down to eat with such people.

12Whathave I to dowith judging those outside the church? Is it not for you to judge those
who are within the church,

13while God judges those who are outside? Put away the wicked from among you.

6
1Can it be that, when one of you has a dispute with another, they dare to have their case

tried before the heathen, instead of before Christ’s people?
2Don’t you know that Christ’s peoplewill try theworld? And if theworld is to be tried by

you, are you unfit to try themost trivial cases?
3Don’t you know that we are to try angels – to say nothing of the affairs of this life?
4Why, then, if you have cases relating to the affairs of this life, do you set to try them

those who carry no weight with the church? To your shame I ask it.
5 Can it be that there is not one among you wise enough to decide between two of their

fellow followers?
6Must a follower sue a fellow follower? In front of unbelievers?
7 To begin with, it is undoubtedly a loss to you to have lawsuits with one another. Why

not rather let yourselves be wronged? Why not rather let yourselves be cheated?
8 Instead of this, you wrong and cheat others yourselves – yes, even other followers!
9 Don’t you know that wrongdoers will have no share in God’s kingdom? Do not be

deceived. No one who is immoral, or an idolater, or an adulterer, or licentious, or a sexual
pervert,

10 or a thief, or covetous, or a drunkard, or abusive, or grasping, will have any share in
God’s kingdom.

11 Such some of you used to be; but you washed yourselves clean. You became Christ’s
people! You were pronounced righteous through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
through the Spirit of our God!

12 Everything is allowable for me! Yes, but everything is not profitable. Everything is
allowable for me! Yes, but for my part, I will not let myself be enslaved by anything.

13Food exists for the stomach, and the stomach for food; but Godwill put an end to both
the one and the other. The body, however, exists, not for immorality, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body;

14and, as God has raised the Lord, so hewill raise us up also by the exercise of his power.
15 Don’t you know that your bodies are Christ’s members? Am I, then, to take the

members that belong to the Christ and make them the members of a prostitute? Heaven
forbid!
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16Or don’t you know that a man who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in
body (for “the two,” it is said, “will become one”);

17while a manwho is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit?
18 Shun all immorality. Every other sin that people commit is something outside the

body; but an immoral person sins against their own body.
19Again, don’t you know that your body is a shrine of the Holy Spirit that is within you –

the Spirit which you have from God?
20Moreover, you are not your own masters; you were bought, and the price was paid.

Therefore, honour God in your bodies.

7
Answers to Questions Asked by the Church at Corinth

1With reference to the subjects about which you wrote to me: It is good for a man to
remain single.

2 But, owing to the prevalence of immorality, I advise every man to have his own wife,
and every woman her husband.

3A husband should give his wife her due, and a wife her husband.
4 It is not thewife, but the husband, who exercises power over her body; and so, too, it is

not the husband, but the wife, who exercises power over his body.
5 Do not deprive each other of what is due – unless it is only for a time and by mutual

consent, so that your minds may be free for prayer until you again live as man and wife –
otherwise Satanmight take advantage of your want of self-control and tempt you.

6 I say this, however, as a concession, not as a command.
7 I shouldwish everyone to be just what I ammyself. But everyone has his own gift from

God – one in one way, and one in another.
8My advice, then, to those who are notmarried, and towidows, is this: It would be good

for them to remain as I ammyself.
9But, if they cannot control themselves, they shouldmarry, for it is better tomarry than

to be consumedwith passion.
10To those who are married my direction is – yet it is not mine, but the Master’s – that a

woman is not to leave her husband
11 (If she has done so, she should remain as she is, or else be reconciled to her husband)

and also that a man is not to divorce his wife.
12To all others I say – I, not the Master – If a follower of the Lord is married to a woman,

who is an unbeliever but willing to live with him, he should not divorce her;
13 and a woman who is married to a man, who is an unbeliever but willing to live with

her, should not divorce her husband.
14 For, through his wife, the husband who is an unbeliever has become associated with

Christ’s people; and the wife who is an unbeliever has become associated with Christ’s
people through the Lord’s follower whom she has married. Otherwise your children
would be “defiled,” but, as it is, they belong to Christ’s people.

15 However, if the unbeliever wishes to be separated, let them be so. Under such
circumstances neither is bound; God has called you to live in peace.

16How can you tell, wife, whether you may not save your husband? And how can you
tell, husband, whether youmay not save your wife?

17 In any case, a person should continue to live in the condition which the Lord has
allotted to them, and in which they were when God called them. This is the rule that I
lay down in every church.

18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? Then he should not efface
his circumcision. Has a man been called when uncircumcised? Then he should not be
circumcised.

19Circumcision is nothing; the want of it is nothing; but to keep the commands of God is
everything.

20 Let everyone remain in that condition of life in which they were when the call came
to them.

21Were you a slave when you were called? Do not let that trouble you. No, even if you
are able to gain your freedom, still do your best.

22 For the person who was a slave when they were called to the master’s service is the
Master’s freedman; so, too, the person whowas free when called is Christ’s slave.

23 You were bought, and the price was paid. Do not let yourselves become slaves to
people.
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24 Friends, let everyone remain in the condition in which they were when they were
called, in close communion with God.

25With regard to unmarried women, I have no command from the Master to give you,
but I tell youmy opinion, and theMaster in his mercy has mademeworthy to be trusted.

26 I think, then, that, in view of the time of suffering that has now come upon us, what I
have already said is best – that a man should remain as he is.

27Are youmarried to a wife? Then do not seek to be separated. Are you separated from
awife? Then do not seek for a wife.

28 Still, if you should marry, that is not wrong; nor, if a young woman marries, is that
wrong. But those whomarry will havemuch trouble to bear, andmywish is to spare you.

29What I mean, friends, is this – the time is short. Meanwhile, let those who have wives
live as if they had none,

30 those who are weeping as if not weeping, those who are rejoicing as if not rejoicing,
those who buy as if not possessing,

31and thosewho use the good things of theworld as using them sparingly; for thisworld
as we see it is passing away.

32 I want you to be free from anxiety. The unmarried man is anxious about the Master’s
cause, desiring to please him;

33while themarriedman is anxious about worldly matters, desiring to please his wife;
34 and so his interests are divided. Again, the unmarried woman, whether she is old

or young, is anxious about the Master’s cause, striving to be pure both in body and in
spirit, while the married woman is anxious about worldly matters, desiring to please her
husband.

35 I say this for your own benefit, not with any intention of putting a halter round your
necks, but in order to secure for the Master seemly and constant devotion, free from all
distraction.

36 If, however, a father thinks thathe isnot acting fairlybyhisunmarrieddaughter,when
she is past her youth, and if under these circumstances her marriage ought to take place,
he should act as he thinks right. He is doing nothing wrong – let the marriage take place.

37 On the other hand, a father, who has definitely made up his mind, and is under no
compulsion, but is free to carry out his own wishes, and who has come to the decision, in
his ownmind, to keep his unmarried daughter at homewill be doing right.

38 In short, the one who consents to his daughter’s marriage is doing right, and yet the
other will be doing better.

39A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives; but, if the husband should pass to
his rest, the widow is free to marry anyone she wishes, provided he is a believer.

40 Yet she will be happier if she remains as she is – in my opinion, for I think that I also
have the Spirit of God.

8
1With reference to food that has been offered in sacrifice to idols –Weare aware that all

of us have knowledge! Knowledge breeds conceit, while love builds up character.
2 If someone thinks that they know anything, they have not yet reached that knowledge

which they ought to have reached.
3On the other hand, if a person loves God, they are known by God.
4With reference, then, to eating food that has been offered to idols –we are aware that

an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is no God but one.
5Even supposing that there are so-called “gods” either in heaven or on earth – and there

are many such “gods” and “lords” –
6Yet for us there is only one God, the Father, fromwhomall things come (and for himwe

live), and one Lord, Jesus Christ, throughwhomall things come (and through himwe live).
7 Still, it is not everyone that has this knowledge. Some people, because of their

association with idols, continued down to the present time, eat the food as food offered
to an idol; and their consciences, while still weak, are dulled.

8What we eat, however, will not bring us nearer to God. We lose nothing by not eating
this food, and we gain nothing by eating it.

9But take care that this right of yours does not become in any way a stumbling-block to
the weak.
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10For if someone should seeyouwhopossess this knowledge, feasting inan idol’s temple,
will not their conscience, if they areweak, become so hardened that they, too, will eat food
offered to idols?

11 And so, through this knowledge of yours, the weak person is ruined – someone for
whose sake Christ died!

12 In this way, by sinning against your fellow followers of the Lord and injuring their
consciences, while still weak, you sin against Christ.

13Therefore, if what I eat makes a follower of the Lord fall, rather than make them fall,
I will never eat meat again.

9
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen our Lord Jesus? Aren’t you

yourselves mywork achieved in union with the Lord?
2 If I am not an apostle to others, yet at least I am to you; for you are the seal that stamps

me as an apostle in union with the Lord.
3The defence that I make to my critics is this:
4Haven’t we a right to food and drink?
5Haven’t we a right to take a wife with us, if she is a Christian, as the other apostles and

theMaster’s brothers and Cephas all do?
6Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to give up working for our bread?
7Does anyone ever serve as a soldier at his own expense? Does anyone plant a vineyard

and not eat its produce? Or does anyone look after a herd and not drink themilk?
8Am I, in all this, speaking only from the human standpoint? Does not the Law also say

the same?
9For in the Law of Moses it is said –

“You should not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.”

Is it the bullocks that God is thinking of?
10 Or is not is said entirely for our sakes? Surely it was written for our sakes, for the
ploughman ought not to plough, nor the thrasher to thrash, without expecting a share of
the grain.
11Sincewe, then, sowed spiritual seed for you, is it toomuch thatwe should reap fromyou
an earthly harvest?
12 If others share in this right over you, don’twe evenmore? Stillwedidnot avail ourselves
of this right. No, we endure anything rather than impede the progress of the good news of
the Christ.
13Don’t you know that those who do the work of the Temple live on what comes from the
Temple, and that those who serve at the altar share the offerings with the altar?
14So, too, theMasterhasappointed that thosewho tell the goodnews shouldget their living
from the good news.
15 I, however, have not availed myself of any of these rights. I am not saying this to secure
such an arrangement for myself; indeed, I would far rather die – Nobody will make my
boast a vain one!
16 If I proclaim the good news, I have nothing to boast of, for I am compelled to do so. Woe
is me if I do not share it!
17 If I do this work willingly, I have a reward; but, if unwillingly, I have been charged to
perform a duty.
18What is my reward, then? To present the good news free of all cost, and so make but a
sparing use of the rights which it gives me.

19Although I was entirely free, yet, to win as many converts as possible, I made myself
everyone’s slave.

20To the Jews I became like a Jew, towin Jews. To thosewho are subject to Law I became
like a man subject to Law – though I was not myself subject to Law – to win those who are
subject to Law.

21 To those who have no Law I became like a man who has no Law – not that I am free
from God’s Law; no, for I am under Christ’s Law – to win those who have no law.

22To theweak I becameweak, to win theweak. I have become all things to all people, so
as at all costs to save some.

23And I do everything for the sake of the good news, so that with them Imay share in its
blessings.
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24Don’t you know that on a racecourse, though all run, yet only onewins the prize? Run
in such a way that youmaywin.

25 Every athlete exercises self-restraint in everything; they, indeed, for a crown that
fades, we for one that is unfading.

26 I, therefore, do not run aimlessly. I do not box like aman hitting the air.
27 No, I bruise my body and make it my slave, so that I, who have called others to the

contest, will not myself be rejected.

10
1 I want you to bear inmind, friends, that all our ancestors were beneath the cloud, and

all passed through the sea;
2 that in the cloud and in the sea they all underwent baptism as followers of Moses;
3and that they all ate the same supernatural food,
4and all drank the same supernatural water, for they used to drink from a supernatural

rock which followed them, and that rock was the Christ.
5Yet withmost of them Godwas displeased; for they were struck down in the desert.
6Now these things happened as warnings to us, to teach us not to long for evil things as

our ancestors longed.
7Do not become idolaters, as some of them became. Scripture says –

“The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to dance.”
8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them acted, with the result that twenty-three
thousand of them fell dead in a single day.
9Nor let us try the patience of the Lord too far, as some of them tried it, with the result that
they were, one after another, destroyed by snakes.
10And do not murmur, as some of themmurmured, and so were destroyed by the angel of
death.
11 These things happened to them by way of warning, and were recorded to serve as a
caution to us, in whose days the close of the ages has come.

12Therefore let the person who thinks that they stand take care that they do not fall.
13No temptation has come upon you that is not common to all humanity. God will not

fail you, and hewill not allow you to be tempted beyond your strength; but, whenhe sends
the temptation, he will also provide the way of escape, so that you may have strength to
endure.

14Therefore, my dear friends, shun the worship of idols.
15 I speak to you as man of discernment; form your own judgment about what I am

saying.
16 In the cup of blessing which we bless, is not there a sharing in the blood of the Christ?

And in the bread which we break, is not there a sharing in the body of the Christ?
17 The bread is one, and we, though many, are one body; for we all partake of that one

bread.
18Look at the people of Israel. Do not those who eat the sacrifices share with the altar?
19What do I mean? That an offeringmade to an idol, or the idol itself, is anything?
20No; what I say is that the sacrifices offered by the Gentiles are offered to demons and

to a being who is no God, and I do not want you to share with demons.
21You cannot drink both the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake

at the table of the Lord and at the table of demons.
22Or are we to rouse the jealousy of the Lord? Are we stronger than he?
23Everything is allowable! Yes, but everything is not profitable. Everything is allowable!

Yes, but everything does not build up character.
24A personmust not study their own interests, but the interests of others.
25 Eat anything that is sold in the market, without making inquiries to satisfy your

scruples;
26 for the earth, with all that is in it, belongs to the Lord.
27 If an unbeliever invites you to his house and you consent to go, eat anything that is put

before you, without making inquiries to satisfy your scruples.
28But, if anyone should say to you “This has been offered in sacrifice to an idol,” then, for

the sake of the speaker and his scruples, do not eat it.
29 I do not say your scruples, but his. For why should the freedom that I claim be

condemned by the scruples of another?
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30 If, for my part, I take the food thankfully, why should I be abused for eating that for
which I give thanks?

31Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do everything to the honour of
God.

32Do not cause offence either to Jews or Greeks or to the church of God;
33 for I, also, try to please everybody in everything, not seeking my own advantage, but

do what is best for others, so that theymay be saved.

11
1 Imitate me, as I myself imitate Christ.

2 I praise you, indeed, because you never forget me, and are keeping my injunctions in
mind, exactly as I laid them on you.

3But I am anxious that you should understand that the Christ is the head of every man,
that man is the head of woman, and that God is the head of the Christ.

4Anymanwhokeepshisheadcovered,whenprayingorpreaching inpublic, dishonours
himwho is his head;

5while any woman, who prays or preaches in public bare-headed, dishonours himwho
is her head; for that is to make herself like one of the shameless women who shave their
heads.

6 Indeed, if a woman does not keep her head covered, shemay aswell cut her hair short.
But, since to cut her hair short, or shave it off, marks her as one of the shameless women,
she should keep her head covered.

7 A man ought not to have his head covered, for he has been from the beginning the
likeness of God and the reflection of his glory, but woman is the reflection of man’s glory.

8For it was notmanwhowas taken fromwoman, butwomanwhowas taken fromman.
9Besides, manwas not created for the sake of woman, but woman for the sake of man.
10 And, therefore, a woman ought to wear on her head a symbol of her subjection,

because of the presence of the angels.
11 Still, when in union with the Lord, woman is not independent of man, or man of

woman;
12 for just as woman came fromman, so man comes by means of woman; and all things

come from God.
13 Judge for yourselves. Is it fitting that a woman should pray to God in public with her

head uncovered?
14Doesnotnatureherself teachus that,while foraman towearhishair long isdegrading

to him,
15a woman’s long hair is her glory? Her hair has been given her to serve as a covering.
16 If, however, anyone still thinks it right to contest the point – well, we have no such

custom, nor have the churches of God.

17 In giving directions on the next subject, I cannot praise you; because yourmeetings do
more harm than good.

18 To begin with, I am told that when you meet together as a church there are divisions
among you. In part I believe this,

19 indeed, there must be parties among you, so that the people of real worth become
known.

20When youmeet together, as I understand, it is not possible to eat the Lord’s Supper;
21 for, as you eat, each of you tries to secure his own supper first, with the result that one

has too little to eat, and another has toomuch to drink!
22Have you no houses in which you can eat and drink? Or are you trying to show your

contempt for the church of God, and to humiliate the poor? What can I say to you? Should
I praise you? In this matter I cannot praise you.

23 For I myself received from the Lord the account which I have in turn given to you –
how the Lord Jesus, on the very night of his betrayal, took some bread,

24 and, after saying the thanksgiving, broke it and said ‘This is my own body given on
your behalf. Do this inmemory ofme.’

25And in the samewaywith the cup, after supper, saying ‘This cup is thenewcovenant
made bymy blood. Do this, whenever you drink it, inmemory ofme.’

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death –
until he comes.
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27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread, or drinks the Lord’s cup, in an irreverent spirit,
will have to answer for an offence against the Lord’s body and blood.

28Let everyone look into their own heart, and only then eat of the bread and drink from
the cup.

29 For the person who eats and drinks brings a judgment on themselves by their eating
and drinking, when they do not discern the body.

30That is why somany among you are weak and ill, and why some are sleeping.
31But, if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.
32Yet, inbeing judgedby theLord,weareundergoingdiscipline, so thatwemaynothave

judgment passed on us with the rest of the world.
33Therefore,my friends,whenyoumeet together to eat the Supper,wait for one another.
34 If anyone is hungry, they should eat at home, so that your meetings may not bring a

judgment on you. The other details I will settle when I come.

12
1 In the next place, friends, I do not want you to be ignorant about spiritual gifts.
2 You know that there was a time when you were Gentiles, going astray after idols that

could not speak, just as you happened to be led.
3Therefore I tell you plainly that no one who speaks under the influence of the Spirit of

God says “JESUS IS ACCURSED,” and that no one can say “JESUS IS LORD,” except under the
influence of the Holy Spirit.

4Gifts differ, but the Spirit is the same;
5ways of serving differ, yet the Master is the same;
6 results differ, yet the Godwho brings about every result is in every case the same.
7To each of us there is given spiritual illumination for the general good.
8Toone is given thepower to speakwithwisdomthrough theSpirit; toanother thepower

to speak with knowledge, due to the same Spirit;
9 to another faith by the same Spirit; to another power to cure diseases by the one Spirit;

to another supernatural powers;
10 to another the gift of preaching; to another the gift of distinguishing between true

and false inspiration; to another varieties of the gift of “tongues”; to another the power
to interpret “tongues.”

11 All these result from one and the same Spirit, who distributes his gifts to each
individually as he wills.

12 For just as the human body is one whole, and yet has many parts, and all its parts,
many though they are, form but one body, so it is with the Christ;

13 for it was by one Spirit that we were all baptised to form one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free, and were all imbued with one Spirit.

14The human body, I repeat, consists not of one part, but of many.
15 If the foot says “Since I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it does not because

of that cease to belong to the body.
16Or if the ear says “Since I amnot aneye, I donot belong to thebody,” it doesnot because

of that cease to belong to the body.
17 If all the body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If it were all hearing, where

would the sense of smell be?
18But in fact God has placed each individual part just where he thought fit in the body.
19 If, however, they all made up only one part, where would the body be?
20But in fact, although it has many parts, there is only one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand “I do not need you,” nor, again, the head to the feet “I

do not need you.”
22No! Those parts of the body that seem naturally the weaker are indispensable;
23 and those parts which we deem less honourable we surround with special honour;

and our ungraceful parts receive a special grace which our graceful parts do not require.
24Yes, God has so constructed the body – by giving a special honour to the part that lacks

it –
25 As to secure that there should be no disunion in the body, but that the parts should

show the same care for one another.
26 If one part suffers, all the others suffer with it, and if one part has honour done to it,

all the others share its joy.
27Together you are the body of Christ, and individually its parts.
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28 In the church God has appointed, first, apostles, secondly preachers, thirdly teachers;
then he has given supernatural powers, then power to cure diseases, aptness for helping
others, capacity to govern, varieties of the gift of “tongues.”

29Can everyone be an apostle? Can everyone be a preacher? Can everyone be a teacher?
Can everyone have supernatural powers?

30 Can everyone have power to cure diseases? Can everyone speak in “tongues”? Can
everyone interpret them?

31 Strive for the greater gifts.

Yet I can still show you a way beyond all comparison the best.

13
1 Though I speak in the “tongues” of people, or even of angels, yet have not love, I have

becomemere echoing brass, or a clanging cymbal!
2Even though Ihave thegift ofpreaching, and fathomall hidden truthsandall thedepths

of knowledge; even though I have such faith as might movemountains, yet have not love,
I am nothing!

3Even though I dole my substance to the poor, even though I sacrifice my body in order
to boast, yet have not love, it avails me nothing!

4Love is long-suffering, and kind; love is never envious, never boastful, never conceited,
never behaves unbecomingly;

5 love is never self-seeking, never provoked, never reckons up her wrongs;
6 love never rejoices at evil, but rejoices in the triumph of truth;
7 love bears with all things, ever trustful, ever hopeful, ever patient.
8Love never fails. But, whether it be the gift of preaching, it will end; whether it be the

gift of “tongues,” it will cease; whether it be knowledge, it, too, will vanish.
9For our knowledge is incomplete, and our preaching is incomplete,
10but, when the perfect has come, that which is incomplete will end.
11When I was a child, I talked as a child, I felt as a child, I reasoned as a child; now that I

am aman, I have done with childish ways.
12 As yet we see, in a mirror, dimly, but then – face to face! As yet my knowledge is

incomplete, but then I will know in full, as I have been fully known.
13Meanwhile faith, hope, and love endure – these three, but the greatest of these is love.

14
1Seek this love earnestly, and strive for spiritual gifts, above all for the gift of preaching.
2 The person who, when speaking, uses the gift of “tongues” is speaking, not to people,

but to God, for no one understands them; yet in spirit they are speaking of hidden truths.
3 But those who preach are speaking to their fellow men and women words that will

build up faith, and give them comfort and encouragement.
4 Those who, when speaking, use the gift of “tongues” builds up their own faith, while

those who preach build up the faith of the church.
5Now Iwant you all to speak in “tongues,” butmuchmore Iwish that you should preach.

A preacher is worth more than one who speaks in “tongues,” unless they interprets their
words, so that the faith of the churchmay be built up.

6This being so, friends, what good will I do you, if I come to you and speak in “tongues,”
unless my words convey some revelation, or knowledge, or take the form of preaching or
teaching?

7Evenwith inanimate things, such as a flute or a harp, though they produce sounds, yet
unless the notes are quite distinct, how can the tune played on the flute or the harp be
recognised?

8 If the bugle sounds a doubtful call, who will prepare for battle?
9And sowith you; unless, in using the gift of “tongues,” you utter intelligiblewords, how

canwhat you say be understood? Youwill be speaking to the winds!
10There are, for instance, a certain number of different languages in the world, and not

one of them fails to conveymeaning.
11 If, however, I do not happen to know the language, I will be a foreigner to those who

speak it, and they will be foreigners to me.
12And so with you; since you are striving for spiritual gifts, be eager to excel in such as

will build up the faith of the church.
13 Therefore anyone who, when speaking, uses the gift of “tongues” should pray for

ability to interpret them.
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14 If, when praying, I use the gift of “tongues,”my spirit indeed prays, but my mind is a
blank.

15What, then, is my conclusion? Simply this – I will pray with my spirit, but with my
mind as well; I will sing withmy spirit, but withmymind as well.

16 If you bless God with your spirit only, how can people in the congregation who are
withoutyourgift say “Amen” toyour thanksgiving? Theydonotknowwhatyouare saying!

17Your thanksgivingmay be excellent, but the other is not helped by it.
18Thank God, I use the gift of “tongues”more than any of you.
19But at a meeting of the church I would rather speak five words with mymind, and so

teach others, than ten thousand words when using the gift of “tongues.”
20 My friends, do not show yourselves children in understanding. In wickedness be

infants, but in understanding show yourselves adults.
21 It is said in the Law –

“In strange tongues and by the lips of strangers will I speak to this people, but even then
they will not listen to me, says the Lord.”

22 Therefore the gift of the “tongues” is intended as a sign, not for those who believe in
Christ, but for those who do not, while the gift of preaching is intended as a sign, not for
those who do not believe in Christ, but for those who do.
23So,when thewhole churchmeets, if all presentuse the gift of “tongues,” and somepeople
who are without the gift, or who are unbelievers, come in, will not they say that you are
mad?
24 While, if all those present use the gift of preaching, and an unbeliever, or someone
without thegift, comes in, theyare convincedof their sinfulnessby themall, theyare called
to account by them all;
25 the secrets of their heart are revealed, and then, throwing themselves on their face, they
will worship God, and declare “God is indeed among you!”

26What do I suggest, then, friends? Whenever youmeet forworship, each of you comes,
eitherwithahymn, ora lesson, orarevelation, or thegift of “tongues,”or the interpretation
of them; let everything be directed to the building up of faith.

27 If any of you use the gift of “tongues,” not more than two, or at the most three, should
do so – each speaking in his turn – and someone should interpret them.

28 If there isnooneable to interpretwhat is said, they should remain silent at themeeting
of the church, and speak to themselves and to God.

29Of preachers two or three should speak, and the rest should weigh well what is said.
30 But, if some revelation is made to another person as he sits there, the first speaker

should stop.
31 For you can all preach in turn, so that all may learn some lesson and all receive

encouragement.
32 (The spirit that moves the preachers is within the preachers’ control;
33 for God is not a God of disorder, but of peace.) This custom prevails in all the churches

of Christ’s people.
34At the meetings of the church married women should remain silent, for they are not

allowed to speak in public; they should take a subordinate place, as the Law itself directs.
35 If they want information on any point, they should ask their husbands about it at

home; for it is unbecoming for amarried woman to speak at a meeting of the church.
36What! DidGod’smessage to theworld originatewith you? Ordid it find itsway tonone

but you?
37 If anyone thinks that he has the gift of preaching or any other spiritual gift, he should

recognise that what I am now saying to you is a command from the Lord.
38Anyone who ignores it may be ignored.
39Therefore, my friends, strive for the gift of preaching, and yet do not forbid speaking

in “tongues.”
40Let everything be done in a proper and orderly manner.

15
The Apostle’s Teaching as to the Resurrection of the Dead

1Next, friends, I would like to remind you of the good news which I told you, and which
you received – the good news onwhich you have taken your stand,

2 and by means of which you are being saved. I would like to remind you of the words
that I used in telling it to you, since you are still holding fast to it, and since it was not in
vain that you became believers in Christ.



1 Corinthians 15:3 388 1 Corinthians 15:37

3 For at the very beginning of my teaching I gave you the account which I had myself
received – that Christ died for our sins (as the scriptures had foretold),

4 that he was buried, that on the third day hewas raised (as the scriptures had foretold),
5and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.
6After that, he appeared tomore than five hundred of his followers at one time, most of

whom are still alive, though some have gone to their rest.
7After that, he appeared to James, and then to all the apostles.
8 Last of all, he appeared even to me, who am, as it were, a miscarried baby – born

untimely.
9For I am the least of the apostles, I who amunworthy of the name of “apostle,” because

I persecuted the church of God.
10But it is through the love of God that I am what I am, and the love that he showed me

has not been wasted. No, I have toiled harder than any of them, and yet it was not I, but
the love of God working withme.

11Whether, then, it was I orwhether it was they, this we proclaim, and this you believed.

12Now, if it is proclaimed of Christ that he has been raised from the dead, how is it that
some of you say that there is no such thing as a resurrection of the dead?

13 But, if there is no such thing as a resurrection of the dead, then even Christ has not
been raised;

14and, if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation is withoutmeaning, and our
faith without meaning also!

15Yes, andwe are being proved to have borne false testimony about God; forwe testified
of God that he raised the Christ, whom he did not raise, if, indeed, the dead do not rise!

16For, if the dead do not rise, then even Christ himself has not been raised,
17and, if Christ has not been raised, your faith is folly – your sins are on you still!
18Yes, and they, who have passed to their rest in union with Christ, perished!
19 If all that we have done has been to place our hope in Christ for this life, thenwe of all

people are themost to be pitied.
20But, in truth, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who are at

rest.
21For, since through aman there is death, so, too, through aman there is a resurrection

of the dead.
22 For, as through union with Adam all die, so through union with the Christ will all be

made to live.
23But each in their proper order – Christ the first-fruits; afterwards, at his coming, those

who belong to the Christ.
24 Then will come the end – when he surrenders the kingdom to his God and Father,

having overthrown all other rule and all other authority and power.
25For hemust reign until God “has put all his enemies under his feet.”
26The last enemy to be overthrown is death;
27 for God has placed all things under Christ’s feet. (But, when it is said that all things

havebeenplacedunderChrist, it isplain thatGod isexceptedwhoplacedeverythingunder
him.)

28And, when everything has been placed under him, the Son will place himself under
God who placed everything under him, so that Godmay be all in all!

29 Again, what good will they be doing who are baptised on behalf of the dead? If it is
true that the dead do not rise, why are people baptised on their behalf?

30Why, too, do we risk our lives every hour?
31Daily I face death – I swear it, friends, by the pride in you that I feel throughmy union

with Christ Jesus, our Lord.
32 If with only human hopes I had fought in the arena at Ephesus, what should I have

gained by it? If the dead do not rise, then let us eat and drink, for tomorrowwewill die!
33Do not be deceived.

“Good character is marred by evil company.”
34Wakeup toarighteous life, andcease to sin. Thereare somewhohaveno trueknowledge
of God. I speak in this way to shame you.

35Someone, however,mayask “Howdo thedeadrise? And inwhatbodywill theycome?”
36You foolish person! The seed you yourself sow does not come to life, unless it dies!
37And when you sow, you sow not the body that will be, but a mere grain – perhaps of

wheat, or something else.
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38God gives it the body that he pleases – to each seed its special body.
39All forms of life are not the same; there is one for people, another for beasts, another

for birds, and another for fish.
40There are heavenly bodies, and earthly bodies; but the beauty of the heavenly bodies

is not the beauty of the earthly.
41 There is a beauty of the sun, and a beauty of the moon, and a beauty of the stars; for

even star differs from star in beauty.
42 It is the samewith the resurrection of the dead. Sown amortal body, it rises immortal;

sown disfigured, it rises beautiful;
43 sownweak, it rises strong; sown a human body, it rises a spiritual body.
44As surely as there is a human body, there is also a spiritual body.
45 That is what is meant by the words – “Adam, the first man, became a human being”;

the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
46 That which comes first is not the spiritual, but the human; afterwards comes the

spiritual;
47 the first manwas from the dust of the earth; the secondman from heaven.
48Those who are of the dust are like himwho came from the dust; and those who are of

heaven are like himwho came from heaven.
49And as we have borne the likeness of him who came from the dust, so let us bear the

likeness of himwho came from heaven.
50This I say, friends – Flesh and blood can have no share in the kingdom of God, nor can

the perishable share the imperishable.
51Listen, I will tell youGod’s hidden purpose! Wewill not all have passed to our rest, but

we will all be transformed – in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
52 at the last trumpet-call; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will rise immortal,

and we, also, will be transformed.
53 For this perishable body of ours must put on an imperishable form, and this dying

body a deathless form.
54And, when this dying body has put on its deathless form, then indeed will the words

of scripture come true –
55 “death has been swallowed up in victory! Where, Death, is your victory? Where, death,

is your sting?”
56 It is sin that gives death its sting, and it is the Law that gives sin its power.
57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
58Therefore,mydear friends, standfirm, unshaken, always diligent in theLord’swork, for
you know that, in union with him, your toil is not in vain.

16
Conclusion

1With reference to the collection for Christ’s people, Iwant you to follow the instructions
that I gave to the churches in Galatia.

2On the first day of every week each of you should put by what he can afford, so that no
collections need bemade after I have come.

3Onmyarrival, Iwill send any persons, whomyoumay authorise by letter, to carry your
gift to Jerusalem;

4and, if it appears to be worth while for me to go also, they will go withme.
5 I will come to you as soon as I have been through Macedonia – for I am going through

Macedonia –
6And Iwill probablymake some staywith you or, perhaps, remain for thewinter, so that

youmay yourselves sendme onmyway, wherever I may be going.
7 I do not propose to pay you a visit in passing now, for I hope to stay with you for some

time, if the Lord permits.
8 I intend, however, staying at Ephesus until the Festival at the close of the Harvest;
9 for a great opening for activeworkhas presented itself, and there aremany opponents.
10 If Timothy comes, take care that he has no cause for feeling anxious while he is with

you. He is doing theMaster’s work no less than I am.
11 No one, therefore, should slight him. See him safely on his way to me, for I am

expecting himwith some of our friends.
12As for our friend Apollos, I have often urged him to go to you with the others. He has,

however, been very unwilling to do so as yet; but he will go as soon as he finds a good
opportunity.
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13Be watchful; stand firm in your faith; be brave; be strong.
14Let everything you do be done in a loving spirit.
15 I have another request to make of you, friends. You remember Stephanas and his

household, and that theywere the first-fruits gathered in fromGreece, and set themselves
to serve Christ’s people.

16 I want you, on your part, to showdeference to such people as these, aswell as to every
fellow labourer and earnest worker.

17 I am glad Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus have come, for they have made up
for your absence;

18 they have cheeredmyheart, and your hearts also. Recognise theworth of such people
as these.

19 The churches in Roman Asia send you their greetings. Aquila and Prisca and the
church that meets at their house send youmany Christian greetings.

20All of the Lord’s followers send you greetings. Greet one another with a sacred kiss.
21 I, Paul, add this greeting inmy own handwriting.
22Accursed be anyone who has no love for the Lord. THE LORD IS COMING.
23May the blessing of the Lord Jesus be with you.
24My love to all of you who are in union with Christ Jesus.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians

Introduction
1To the churchofGod inCorinth, and toall Christ’s people throughoutGreece, fromPaul,

an apostle of Christ Jesus, by the will of God, and from Timothy, who is also a follower.
2May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace.
3Blessed is the God and Father of Jesus Christ our Lord, the all-merciful Father, the God

ever ready to console,
4who consoles us in all our troubles, so that wemay be able to console those who are in

any trouble with the consolation that we ourselves receive from him.
5 It is true thatwehaveour full shareof the sufferingsof theChrist, but through theChrist

we have also our full share of consolation.
6 If we meet with trouble, it is for the sake of your consolation and salvation; and, if we

find consolation, it is for the sake of the consolation that youwill experiencewhen you are
called to endure the sufferings that we ourselves are enduring;

7 and our hope for you remains unshaken. We know that, as you are sharing our
sufferings, you will also share our consolation.

8Wewant you, friends, to know that, in the troubles which befell us in Roman Asia, we
were burdened altogether beyond our strength, somuch so that we even despaired of life.

9 Indeed, we had the presentiment that we must die, so that we might rely, not on
ourselves, but on Godwho raises the dead.

10And from so imminent a death God delivered us, and will deliver us again; for in him
we have placed our hopes of future deliverance, while you, also, help us by your prayers.

11And thenmany lipswill give thanksonourbehalf for theblessinggrantedus inanswer
to many prayers.

The Apostle’s Relations with his Converts
12 Indeed, our main ground for satisfaction is this – Our conscience tells us that our

conduct in the world, and still more in our relations with you, was marked by a purity
of motive and a sincerity that were inspired by God, andwas based, not onworldly policy,
but on the help of God.

13Weneverwrite anything to you other thanwhat youwill acknowledge to the very end
–

14And, indeed, you have already partly acknowledged it about us – that you have a right
to be proud of us, as we will be proud of you, on the day of our Lord Jesus.

15 With this conviction in my mind, I planned to come to see you first, so that your
pleasuremight be doubled –

16Tovisit youbothonmyway toMacedonia, and to come to youagainonmyreturn from
Macedonia, and then to get you to sendme onmyway into Judea.

17 As this was my plan, where, pray, did I show any fickleness of purpose? Or do you
think thatmy plans are formed onmere impulse, so that in the same breath I say “Yes” and
“No”?

18 As God is true, the message that we brought you does not waver between “Yes” and
“No”!

19The Son of God, Christ Jesus, whomwe – Silas, Timothy, and I – proclaimed among you,
never wavered between “Yes” and “No.” With him it has always been “Yes.”

20 For, many as were the promises of God, in Christ is the “Yes” that fulfils them.
Therefore, through Christ again, let the “Amen” rise, through us, to the glory of God.

21Godwho brings us, with you, into close union with Christ, and who consecrated us,
22also sethis seal onus, andgaveushis Spirit inourhearts asapledgeof futureblessings.
23 But, as my life will answer for it, I call God to witness that it was to spare you that I

deferredmy visit to Corinth.
24 I do not mean that we are to dictate to you with regard to your faith; on the contrary,

we work with you for your true happiness; indeed, it is through your faith that you are
standing firm.

2
1Formy own sake, as well, I decided not to pay you another painful visit.
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2 If it is I who cause you pain, why, who is there to cheer me, except the person whom I
am paining?

3So I wrote as I did because I was afraid that if I had come, I should have been pained by
thosewho ought to havemademe glad; for I felt sure that it was true of you all thatmy joy
was in every case yours also.

4 I wrote to you in sore trouble and distress of heart andwithmany tears, not to give you
pain, but to let you see how intense a love I have for you.

5Nowwhoever has caused thepainhasnot somuchpainedme, as hehas, to someextent
– not to be too severe – pained every one of you.

6Theman to whom I refer has been sufficiently punished by the penalty inflicted by the
majority of you;

7 so that now youmust take the opposite course, and forgive and encourage him, or else
hemay be overwhelmed by the intensity of his pain.

8 So I entreat you to assure him of your love.
9 I had this further object, also, in what I wrote – to find out whether youmight be relied

on to be obedient in everything.
10Anyone you forgive, I forgive them, too. Indeed, formy part, whatever I have forgiven

(if I have had to forgive anything), I have forgiven for your sakes, in the presence of Christ,
11 so as to prevent Satan from taking advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his

devices.
12When Iwent to the district roundTroas to tell the goodnews of the Christ, even though

there was an opening for serving theMaster,
13 I could get no peace of mind because I failed to find Titus, my friend; so I took leave of

the people there, and went on to Macedonia.
14All thanks to God, who, through our union with the Christ, leads us in one continual

triumph, and uses us to spread the sweet perfume of the knowledge of him in every place.
15Forwe are the fragrance of Christ ascending to God – both among thosewho are in the

path of salvation and among those who are in the path to ruin.
16To the latter we are a stench which arises from death and tells of death; to the former

a fragrance which arises from life and tells of life. But who is equal to such a task?
17Unlikemany people, we are not in the habit ofmaking profit out of God’smessage; but

in all sincerity, and bearing God’s commission, we speak before him in union with Christ.

3
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or are we like some who need letters

of commendation to you, or from you?
2You yourselves are our letter – a letterwritten on our hearts, and onewhich everybody

can read and understand.
3All can see that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, a letter written, not with

ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human
hearts.

TheMinistry of the Apostles
4This, then, is the confidence in regard to God that we have gained through the Christ.
5 I do not mean that we are fit to form any judgment by ourselves, as if on our own

authority;
6our fitness comes fromGod,whohimselfmadeus fit to be assistants of a new covenant,

ofwhich the substance is, not awrittenLaw, but a Spirit. For thewrittenLawmeans death,
but the Spirit gives life.

7 If the system of religion which involved death, embodied in a written Law and
engraved on stones, began amid such glory, that the Israelites were unable to gaze at the
face of Moses because of its glory, though it was but a passing glory,

8will not the religion that confers the Spirit have still greater glory?
9 For, if there was a glory in the religion that involved condemnation, far greater is the

glory of the religion that confers righteousness!
10 Indeed, that which then had glory has lost its glory, because of the glory which

surpasses it.
11And, if that whichwas to pass awaywas attendedwith glory, farmore will that which

is to endure be surrounded with glory!
12With such a hope as this, we speak with all plainness;
13unlikeMoses, who covered his facewith a veil, to prevent the Israelites from gazing at

the disappearance of what was passing away.
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14 But their minds were slow to learn. Indeed, to this very day, at the public reading of
the old covenant, the same veil remains; only for those who are in union with Christ does
it pass away.

15But, even to this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies on their hearts.
16Yet, whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
17And the Lord is the Spirit, and, where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
18And all of us, with faces fromwhich the veil is lifted, seeing, as if reflected in amirror,

the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into his likeness, from glory to glory, as it is
given by the Lord, the Spirit.

4
1Therefore, since it is byGod’smercy thatwe are engaged in thisministry,wedonot lose

heart.
2No, we have renounced the secrecy prompted by shame, refusing to adopt craftyways,

or to tamperwith God’smessage, and commending ourselves to everyone’s conscience, in
the sight of God, by our exhibition of the truth.

3And, even if the good news that we bring is veiled, it is veiled only in the case of those
who are on the path to ruin –

4people whoseminds have been blinded by the God of this age, unbelievers as they are,
so that the light from the good news of the glory of the Christ, who is the incarnation of
God, should not shine for them.

5 (For it is not ourselves thatweproclaim, but Christ Jesus, as Lord, andourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake.)

6 Indeed, the same God who said “Out of darkness light will shine,” has shone in on our
hearts, so that we should bring out into the light the knowledge of the glory of God, seen in
the face of Christ.

7This treasure we have in these earthen vessels, so that its all-prevailing power may be
seen to come from God, and not to be our own.

8Thoughhard pressed on every side, we are never hemmed in; though perplexed, never
driven to despair;

9 though pursued, never abandoned; though struck down, never killed!
10We always bear on our bodies the marks of the death that Jesus died, so that the life

also of Jesus may be exhibited in our bodies.
11 Indeed, we who still live are continually being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so

that the life also of Jesus may be exhibited in ourmortal nature.
12And so, while death is at work within us, life is at work within you.
13 But, in the same spirit of faith as that expressed in the words – “I believed, and

therefore I spoke,”we, also believe, and therefore speak.
14 For we know that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with him, and will

bring us, with you, into his presence.
15For all this is for your sakes, so that the loving kindness of God, spreading from heart

to heart, may cause yet more hearts to overflowwith thanksgiving, to his glory.
16Therefore, as I said, we do not lose heart. No, even though outwardly we are wasting

away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.
17The light burden of our momentary trouble is preparing for us a weight of imperish-

able glory, beyond all measure.
18We, all the while, gaze not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is

transient, but what is unseen is imperishable.

5
1Forwe know that if our tent – that earthly bodywhich is nowour home – is takendown,

we have a house of God’s building, a home not made by hands, imperishable, in heaven.
2Evenwhile in our present body we sigh, longing to put over it our heavenly house,
3 sure that, whenwe have put it on, we will never be found naked.
4For we who are in this tent sigh under our burden, unwilling to take it off, yet wishing

to put our heavenly body over it, so that all that is mortal may be absorbed in life.
5And he who has prepared us for this change is God, who has also given us his Spirit as

a pledge.
6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, while our home is in the body, we

are absent from our homewith the Lord.
7For we guide our lives by faith, and not by what we see.
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8And in this confidencewewouldgladly leaveourhome in thebody, andmakeourhome
with the Lord.

9Therefore,whether inourhomeorabsent fromourhome, ouroneambition is toplease
him.

10Forat thecourtof theChristwemustall appear inour truecharacters, so that eachmay
reap the results of the life which he has lived in the body, in accordance with his actions –
whether good or worthless.

11Therefore, becausewe know the fear inspired by the Lord, it is true that we are trying
towin people over, but ourmotives are plain to God; and I hope that in your inmost hearts
they are plain to you also.

12We are not ‘commending ourselves’ again to you, but rather are giving you cause for
pride in us, so that you may have an answer ready for those who pride themselves on
appearances and not on character.

13For, if wewere ‘beside ourselves,’ it was in God’s service! If we are not in our senses, it
is in yours!

14 It is the love of the Christ which compels us, when we reflect that, as one died for all,
therefore all died;

15and that he died for all, so that the living should no longer live for themselves, but for
himwho died and rose for them.

16 For ourselves, then, from this time forward, we refuse to regard anyone from the
world’s standpoint. Even if we once thought of Christ from the standpoint of the world,
yet nowwe do so no longer.

17Therefore, if anyone is in union with Christ, he is a new being! His old life has passed
away; a new life has begun!

18But all this is the work of God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and gave
us theministry of reconciliation –

19 To proclaim that God, in Christ, was reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning
people’s offences against them, and that he had entrusted us with the message of this
reconciliation.

20 It is, then, on Christ’s behalf that we are acting as ambassadors, God, as it were,
appealing to you through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf – Be reconciled to God.

21 For our sake God made Christ, who was innocent of sin, one with our sinfulness, so
that in himwemight bemade one with the righteousness of God.

6
1 Therefore, as God’s fellow workers, we also appeal to you not to receive his loving

kindness in vain.
2For he says –

“At the time for acceptance I listened to you,
and on the day of deliverance I helped you.”
Now is the time for acceptance! Now is the day of deliverance!
3 Never do we put an obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our
ministry.
4 No, we are trying to commend ourselves under all circumstances, as God’s assistants
should – in many an hour of endurance, in troubles, in hardships, in difficulties,
5 in floggings, in imprisonments, in riots, in toils, in sleepless nights, in hunger;
6 by purity, by knowledge, by patience, by kindliness, by holiness of spirit, by unfeigned
love;
7by themessage of truth, and by the power of God; by theweapons of righteousness in the
right hand and in the left;
8 amid honour and disrepute, amid slander and praise; regarded as deceivers, yet proved
to be true;
9 as unknown, yet well-known; as at death’s door, yet, see, we are living; as chastised, yet
not killed;
10 as saddened, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet enriching many; as having nothing, and
yet possessing all things!

The Apostle and his Converts
11We have been speaking freely to you, dear friends in Corinth; we have opened our

heart;
12 there is room there for you, yet there is not room, in your love, for us.
13Can you not in return – I appeal to you as I should to children – open your hearts to us?
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14 Do not enter into inconsistent relations with those who reject the faith. For what
partnership can there be between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what has light to
do with darkness?

15What harmony can there be between Christ and Belial? Orwhat can thosewho accept
the faith have in commonwith those who reject it?

16What agreement can therebebetweena temple ofGodand idols? Andweare a temple
of the living God. That is what Godmeant when he said –
“I will live among them, and walk among them;

and I will be their God, and they will be my people.
17Therefore ‘Come out from among the nations, and separate yourselves from them,’ says

the Lord,
‘And touch nothing impure;

and I will welcome you;
18and I will be a father to you, and youwill be my sons and daughters,’

says the Lord, the Ruler of all.”

7
1With these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves fromeverything that pollutes

either body or spirit, and, in deepest respect for God, aim at perfect holiness.
2Make room for us in your hearts. In no instance have we ever wronged, or harmed, or

taken advantage of, anyone.
3 I am not saying this to condemn you. Indeed, I have already said that you are in our

heart, to live and die together.
4 I have the utmost confidence in you; I am always boasting about you. I am full of

encouragement and, in spite of all our troubles, my heart is overflowing with happiness.
5Ever since we reachedMacedonia, we have had no rest in body ormind; on every side

there have been troubles – conflicts without, anxieties within.
6But God, who encourages the downcast, has encouraged us by the arrival of Titus.
7And it is not only by his arrival that we are encouraged, but also by the encouragement

which he received from you; for he tells us of your strong affection, your penitence, and
your zeal onmy behalf – so that I am happier still.

8 For, though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Even if I were inclined
to regret it – for I see that my letter did cause you sorrow though only for a time –

9 I am glad now; not because of the sorrow it caused you, but because your sorrow
brought you to repentance. For it was God’s will that you should feel sorrow, in order that
you should not suffer loss in any way at our hands.

10For, when sorrow is in accordancewith God’s will, it results in a repentance leading to
salvation, and which will never be regretted. The sure result of the sorrow that the world
knows is death.

11 For see what results that other sorrow – sorrow in accordance with God’s will – has
had in your case. What earnestness it produced! What explanations! What strong feeling!
What alarm! What longing! What eagerness! What readiness to punish! You have proved
yourselves altogether free from guilt in that matter.

12 So, then, even though I did write to you, it was not for the sake of the wrongdoer, or
of the manwhowas wronged, but to make you conscious, in the sight of God, of your own
earnest care for us. And it is this that has encouraged us.

13 In addition to the encouragement that this gave us, we were made far happier still by
the happiness of Titus for his heart has been cheered by you all.

14Although I have been boasting a little to him about you, you did not put me to shame;
but, just as every thing we had said to youwas true, so our boasting to Titus about you has
also proved to be the truth.

15And his affection for you is all the greater, as he remembers the deference that you all
showed him, and recalls how you received himwith anxious care.

16 I am glad that I can feel perfect confidence in you.

8
The Palestine Famine Fund

1We want to remind you, friends, of the love that God has shown to the churches in
Macedonia –

2How, tired though theywere bymany a trouble, their overflowing happiness, and even
their deep poverty, resulted in a flood of generosity.
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3 I can bear witness that to the full extent of their power, and even beyond their power,
spontaneously,

4andwithmany an appeal to us for permission, they showed their love, and contributed
their share towards the fund for their fellow Christians.

5 And that, not only in the way we had expected; but first they gave themselves to the
Lord, and to us also, in accordance with God’s will.

6And this led us to beg Titus, that since he had started the work for you, he should also
see to the completion of this expression of your love.

7And, remembering how you excel in everything – in faith, in teaching, in knowledge,
in unfailing earnestness, and in the affection that we have awakened in you – I ask you to
excel also in this expression of your love.

8 I am not laying a command on you, but I am making use of the earnestness shown by
others to test the genuineness of your affection.

9 For you do not forget the loving kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ – how that for your
sakes, although he was rich, he became poor, so that you also might become rich through
his poverty.

10 I am only making suggestions on this matter; for this is the best course for you, since
youwereayearbeforeothers, not only in takingaction, but also in showingyour readiness
to do so.

11Andnow Iwant you to complete thework, so that its completionmay correspondwith
your willing readiness – in proportion, of course, to yourmeans.

12 For, where there is willingness, a person’s gift is valued by its comparison with what
they have, and not with what they do not have.

13For our object is not to give relief to others and bring distress on you. It is a matter of
a fair balance.

14On this occasionwhat you can sparewill supplywhat they need, at another timewhat
they can sparemay supply your need, and so things will be equal.

15As scripture says –
“Those who hadmuch had nothing over, and those who had little did not lack!”
16 I thank God for inspiring Titus with the same keen interest in your welfare that I have;
17 for Titus has responded to my appeals and, in his great earnestness, is starting to go to
you of his own accord.
18We are sending with him one of the Lord’s followers whose fame in the service of the
good news has spread through all the churches;
19 and not only that, but he has been elected by the churches to accompany us on
our journey, in connexion with this expression of your love, which we are personally
administering to the honour of the Lord, and to show our deep interest.
20 What we are specially guarding against is that any fault should be found with us in
regard to our administration of this charitable fund;
21 for we are trying to make arrangements which will be right, not only in the eyes of the
Lord, but also in the eyes of people.
22Weare also sendingwith themanother of our friends,whose earnestnesswehavemany
a time proved inmanyways, andwhomwenowfindmade evenmore earnest by his great
confidence in you.
23 If I must say anything about Titus, he ismy intimate companion, and he sharesmywork
for you; if it is our friends, they are delegates of the churches, an honour to Christ.
24Show them, therefore – so that the churchesmay see it – the proof of your affection, and
the ground for our boasting to them about you.

9
1With reference, indeed, to the fund for your fellow Christians, it is quite superfluous

for me to say anything to you.
2 I know, of course, your willingness to help, and I am always boasting of it to the

Macedonians. I tell them that you in Greece have been ready for a year past; and it was
really your zeal that stimulatedmost of them.

3 So my reason for sending our friends is to prevent what we said about you from
proving, in this particularmatter, an empty boast, and to enable you to be aswell prepared
as I have been saying that you are.

4Otherwise, if any Macedonians were to come with me, and find you unprepared, we –
to say nothing of you – should feel ashamed of our present confidence.
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5Therefore I think it necessary tobeg the friends to go to you inadvance, and to complete
the arrangements for the gift, which you have already promised, so that it may be ready,
as a gift, before I come, and not look as if it were being given under pressure.

6 Remember the saying – “Scanty sowing, scanty harvest; plentiful sowing, plentiful
harvest.”

7Let everyone give as he has determined before hand, not grudgingly or under compul-
sion; for God loves a cheerful giver.

8 God has power to shower all kinds of blessings on you, so that, having, under all
circumstances and on all occasions, all that you can need, you may be able to shower all
kinds of benefits on others.

9 (As scripture says –
“He shared freely, he gave to the poor; his righteousness continues for ever.”
10And he who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for eating, will supply you with seed,
and cause it to increase, and will multiply the fruits of your righteousness).
11 Rich in all things yourselves, you will be able to show liberality to all, which, with our
help, will cause thanksgiving to be offered to God.
12 For the rendering of a public service such as this, not only relieves the needs of your
fellow Christians, but also results in the offering to God of many a thanksgiving.
13Through the evidence afforded by the service rendered, you cause people to praise God
for your fidelity to your profession of faith in the good news of the Christ, as well as for the
liberality of your contributions for them and for all others.
14And they also, in their prayers for you, express their longing to see you, because of the
surpassing love of God displayed toward you.
15All thanks to God for his inestimable gift!

10
The Apostle’s Claims and Authority

1Now, I, Paul,makeapersonalappeal toyouby themeeknessandgentlenessof theChrist
– I who, ‘in your presence, am humble in my bearing towards you, but, when absent, am
bold inmy language to you’ –

2 I implore you not to drive me to ‘showmy boldness,’when I do come, by the confident
tone which I expect to have to adopt towards some of you, who are expecting to find us
influenced in our conduct by earthly motives.

3For, though we live an earthly life, we do not wage an earthly war.
4The weapons for our warfare are not earthly, but, under God, are powerful enough to

pull down strongholds.
5Weare engaged in confuting arguments and pulling down every barrier raised against

the knowledge of God. We are taking captive every hostile thought, to bring it into
submission to the Christ,

6 and are fully prepared to punish every act of rebellion, when once your submission is
complete.

7 You look at the outward appearance of things! Let anyone, who is confident that he
belongs to Christ, reflect, for himself, again on the fact – that we belong to Christ no less
than he does.

8Even if I boast extravagantly about our authority –which the Lord gave us for building
up your faith and not for overthrowing it – still I have no reason to be ashamed.

9 I say this so that it doesn’t seem as if I am trying to overawe you bymy letters.
10 For people say ‘His letters are impressive and vigorous, but his personal appearance

is insignificant and his speaking contemptible.’
11Let such a person be assured of this – that ourwords in our letters showus to be, when

absent, just what our deeds will show us to be, when present.
12We have not indeed the audacity to class or compare ourselves with some of those

who indulge in self-commendation! But, when such persons measure themselves by
themselves, and compare themselves with themselves, they show awant of wisdom.

13We, however, will not give way to unlimited boasting, but will confine ourselves to
the limits of the sphere to which God limited us, when he permitted us to come as far as
Corinth.

14For it is not the case, as itwould be ifwewere not in the habit of coming to you, thatwe
are exceeding our bounds! Why, wewere the very first to reach youwith the good news of
the Christ!
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15Our boasting, therefore, is not unlimited, nor does it extend to the labours of others;
but our hope is that, as your faith grows, our influence among you may be very greatly
increased – though still confined to our sphere –

16 So that we will be able to tell the good news in the districts beyond you, without
trespassing on the sphere assigned to others, or boasting of what has been already done.

17Let anyone who boasts make their boast of the Lord.
18 For it is not those who commend themselves that stand the test, but those who are

commended by the Lord.

11
1 I could wish that you would tolerate a little folly in me! But indeed you do tolerate me.
2 I am jealous over you with the jealousy of God. For I promised you in marriage as a

pure bride, to one husband – the Christ.
3 Yet I fear that it may turn out that, just as the snake by his craftiness deceived Eve, so

yourmindsmay have lost the loyalty and purity due from you to the Christ.
4For, if some newcomer is proclaiming a Jesus other than himwhomwe proclaimed, or

if you are receiving a Spirit different from the Spirit which you received, or a good news
different from that which you welcomed, then you aremarvellously tolerant!

5 I do not regardmyself as in any way inferior to themost eminent apostles!
6 Though I am no trained orator, yet I am not without knowledge; indeed we made this

perfectly clear to you in every way.
7Perhaps you say that I didwrong inhumblingmyself that youmight be exalted – Imean

because I told you God’s good news without payment.
8 I robbed other churches by taking pay from them, so that I might serve you!
9 And, when I was with you in need, I did not become a burden to any of you; for our

friends, oncoming fromMacedonia, suppliedmyneeds. I keptmyself, andwill keepmyself
from being an expense to you in any way.

10As surely as I know anything of the truth of Christ, this boast, as far as I am concerned,
will not be stopped in any part of Greece.

11Why? Because I do not love you? God knows that I do!
12What I amdoing now Iwill continue to do in order to cut away the ground fromunder

those who are wishing for some ground for attacking me, so that as regards the thing of
which they boast theymay appear in their true characters, just as we do.

13Suchpeople are false apostles, treacherousworkers, disguising themselves as apostles
of Christ!

14And nowonder; for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
15 It is not surprising, therefore, if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of

righteousness. But their end will be in accordance with their actions.

16 I say again – Let no one think me a fool! Yet, if you do, at least welcome me as you
would a fool, so that I, too may indulge in a little boasting.

17When I speak like this, I am not speaking as the Master would, but as a fool might, in
boasting so confidently.

18As somany are boasting of earthly things, I, too, will boast.
19For all your cleverness, you tolerate fools willingly enough!
20You tolerate a person evenwhen they enslave you, when they plunder you, when they

get you into their power, when they put on airs of superiority, when they strike you in the
face!

21 I admit, to my shame, that we have been weak. But whatever the subject on which
others are not afraid to boast – though it is foolish to say so – I am not afraid either!

22 Are they Hebrews? So am I! Are they Israelites? So am I! Are they descendants of
Abraham? So am I!

23Are they “Servants of Christ”? Though it is madness to talk like this, I ammore so than
they! I have had more of toil, more of imprisonment! I have been flogged times without
number. I have been often at death’s door.

24Five times I received at the hands of my own people forty lashes, all but one.
25Three times Iwasbeatenwith rods. Once Iwas stoned. Three times Iwas shipwrecked.

I have spent a whole day and night in the deep.
26 My journeys have been many. I have been through dangers from rivers, dangers

from robbers, dangers frommy own people, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in towns,
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dangers in the country, dangers on the sea, dangers among people pretending to be
followers of the Lord.

27 I have been through toil and hardship. I have passed many a sleepless night; I
have endured hunger and thirst; I have often been without food; I have known cold and
nakedness.

28 And, not to speak of other things, there is my daily burden of anxiety about all the
churches.

29Who is weak without my being weak? Who is led astray without my burning with
indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of things which showmyweakness!
31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus – he who is for ever blessed – knows that I am

speaking the truth.
32When I was in Damascus, the Governor under King Aretas had the gates of that city

guarded, so as to arrest me,
33but Iwas let down in a basket through awindow in thewall, and so escaped his hands.

12
1 I must boast! It is unprofitable; but I will pass to visions and revelations given by the

Lord.
2 I knowaman inunionwithChrist,who, fourteenyears ago –whether in thebodyorout

of the body I do not know; God knows –was caught up (this man of whom I am speaking)
to the third heaven.

3 And I know that this man – whether in the body or separated from the body I do not
know; God knows –

4Was caught up into Paradise, and heard unspeakable things of which no human being
may tell.

5About such a man I will boast, but about myself I will not boast except as regards my
weaknesses.

6Yet if I choose to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will be speaking nomore than the truth.
But I refrain, in case anyone should credit me with more than he can see in me or hear
fromme, and because of themarvellous character of the revelations.

7 It was for this reason, and to preventmy thinking too highly ofmyself, that a thornwas
sent to piercemyflesh – an instrument of Satan to disciplineme – so that I should not think
too highly of myself.

8About this I three times entreated the Lord, praying that it might leaveme.
9 But his reply has been – “My help is enough for you; for my strength attains its

perfection in themidst of weakness.”
Most gladly, then, will I boast all the more of my weaknesses, so that the strength of the

Christ may overshadowme.
10That iswhy I delight inweakness, ill treatment, hardship, persecution, anddifficulties,

when borne for Christ. For, when I amweak, then it is that I am strong!

Conclusion
11 I have been ‘playing the fool!’ It is you who drove me to it. For it is you who ought to

have been commending me! Although I am nobody, in no respect did I prove inferior to
themost eminent apostles.

12 The marks of the true apostle were exhibited among you in constant endurance, as
well as by signs, bymarvels, and bymiracles.

13 In what respect, I ask, were you treated worse than the other churches, unless it was
that, for my part, I refused to become a burden to you? Forgiveme the wrong I did to you!

14 Remember, this is the third time that I have made every preparation to come to see
you, and I will refuse to be a burden to you; I want, not your money, but you. It is not the
duty of children to put by for their parents, but of parents to put by for their children.

15Formy part, I will most gladly spend, and be spent, for yourwelfare. Can it be that the
more intensely I love you the less I am to be loved?

16Youwill admit that I was not a burden to you but you say that I was ‘crafty’ and caught
you ‘by a trick’!

17Do you assert that I took advantage of you through any of those whom I have sent to
you?

18 I urged Titus to go, and I sent another followerwith him. Did Titus take any advantage
of you? Didn’t we live in the same Spirit, and tread in the same footsteps?
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19Have you all this time been fancying that it is to you that we are making our defence?
No, it is in the sight of God, and in union with Christ, that we are speaking. And all this,
dear friends, is to build up your characters;

20 for I am afraid that perhaps, when I come, Imay find that you are not what I want you
to be, and, on the other hand, that you may find that I amwhat you do not want me to be.
I am afraid that I may find quarrelling, jealousy, ill feeling, rivalry, slandering, backbiting,
self-assertion, and disorder.

21 I am afraid that, onmy next visit, my Godmay humble me in regard to you, and that I
may have tomourn overmanywho have long been sinning, and have not repented of the
impurity, immorality, and sensuality, in which they have indulged.

13
1 For the third time I am coming to see you. By the word of two or three witnesses each

statement will be established.
2 I have said it, and I say it again before I come, just as if I were with you on my second

visit, though for the moment absent, I say to those who have been long sinning, as well as
to all others – that if I come again, I will spare no one.

3And thatwill be the proof, which you are looking for, that the Christ speaks throughme.
There is no weakness in his dealings with you. No, he shows his power among you.

4For though his crucifixionwas due toweakness, his life is due to the power of God. And
we, also, areweak in his weakness, but with himwewill live for you through the power of
God.

5 Put yourselves to the test, to see whether you are holding to the faith. Examine
yourselves. Surely you recognise this fact about yourselves – that Jesus Christ is in you!
Unless indeed you cannot stand the test!

6But I hope that you will recognise that we can stand the test.
7We pray to God that you may do nothing wrong, not that we may be seen to stand the

test, but that youmay do what is right, even though wemay seem not to stand the test.
8Wehavenopower at all against the truth, butwehave power in the service of the truth.
9Weare gladwhenwe areweak, if you are strong. Andwhatwe pray for is that youmay

become perfect.
10 This is my reason for writing as I am now doing, while I am away from you, so that,

when I amwith you, I may not act harshly in the exercise of the authority which the Lord
gaveme – and gaveme for building up and not for pulling down.

11 And now, friends, goodbye. Aim at perfection; take courage; agree together; live in
peace. And then God, the source of all love and peace, will be with you.

12Greet one another with a sacred kiss.
13All Christ’s people here send you their greetings.
14May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion

with the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians

Introduction
1 To the churches in Galatia, from Paul, an apostle whose commission is not from any

humanauthority and is given, not byhumanbeings, but by Jesus Christ andGod the Father
who raised him from the dead;

2and from all the followers of the Lord here.
3MayGod, our Father, and theLord JesusChrist, bless youandgive youpeace. ForChrist,

to rescue us from this present wicked age,
4 gave himself for our sins, in accordance with the will of our God and Father,
5 to whom be ascribed all glory for ever and ever. Amen.

6 I am astonished at your so soon deserting him, who called you through the love of
Christ, for a different “good news,”

7which is really no good news at all. But then, I know that there are people who are
harassing you, and whowant to pervert the good news of the Christ.

8Yet even if we – or if an angel from heavenwere to tell you any other “good news” than
that which we told you, may he be accursed!

9We have said it before, and I repeat it now – If anyone tells you a “good news” other
than that which you received, may he be accursed!

10 Is this, I ask, trying to conciliate people, or God? Am I seeking to please people? If I
were still trying to please people, I should not be a servant of Christ.

The Independence of the Apostle’s Gospel
11 I remind you, friends, that the good news which I told is nomere human invention.
12 I, at least, did not receive it from any human being, nor was I taught it, but it came to

me through a revelationmade by Jesus Christ.
13Youheard, no doubt, ofmy conductwhen Iwas devoted to Judaism –how I persecuted

the church of God to an extent beyond belief, and tried to destroy it,
14 and how, in my devotion to Judaism, I surpassed many of my contemporaries among

my own people inmy intense earnestness in upholding the traditions of my ancestors.
15But when God, who had set me apart even before my birth, and who called me by his

love,
16 saw fit to reveal his Son in me, so that I might tell the good news of him among the

Gentiles, then at once, instead of consulting any human being,
17 or even going up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before me, I went to

Arabia, and came back again to Damascus.
18Three years afterwards I went up to Jerusalem tomake the acquaintance of Peter, and

I stayed a fortnight with him.
19 I did not, however, see any other apostle, except James, the Master’s brother.
20 (As towhat I amnowwriting to you, I call God towitness that I am speaking the truth).
21Afterwards I went to the districts of Syria and Cilicia.
22But I was still unknown even by sight to the Christian churches in Judea;
23all that they had heardwas – “Themanwho once persecuted us is now telling the good

news of the faith of which he once tried to destroy.”
24And they praised God for my sake.

2
1Fourteenyears afterwards Iwentup to JerusalemagainwithBarnabas, and I tookTitus

also withme.
2 It was in obedience to a revelation that I went; and I laid before the apostles the good

news that I am proclaiming among the Gentiles. I did this privately before those who
are thought highly of because I was afraid that I might possibly be taking, or might have
already taken, a course which would prove useless.

3Yet evenmy companion, Titus, though a Greek, was not compelled to be circumcised.
4But, because of those who pretended to be followers who had stolen in, the intruders

who had crept in to spy on the liberty which we have through union with Christ Jesus, in
order to bring us back to slavery –
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5Why, we did not for a moment yield submission to them, so that the truth of the good
newsmight be yours always!

6 Of those who are thought somewhat highly of – what they once were makes no
difference tome; Goddoesnot recognisehumandistinctions – those, I say,whoare thought
highly of added nothing to mymessage.

7On the contrary, they saw that I hadbeen entrustedwith the goodnews for theGentiles,
just as Peter had been for the Jews.

8 For he who gave Peter power for his mission to the Jews gave me, also, power to go to
the Gentiles.

9Recognising the charge entrusted to me, James, Peter, and John, whowere regarded as
pillars of the church, openly acknowledged Barnabas andme as fellowworkers, agreeing
that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.

10Only wewere to remember the poor – the thing I wasmyself anxious to do.
11 But, when Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face; for he stood self-

condemned.
12Before certain persons came from James, he had been in the habit of eating with the

Gentile converts; but, when they came, he began to withdraw and hold aloof, because he
was afraid of offending those who still held to circumcision.

13 The rest of the Jewish converts were guilty of the same hypocrisy, so that even
Barnabas was led away by it.

14 But, when I saw that they were not dealing straightforwardly with the truth of the
good news, I said to Peter, before them all, ‘If you, who were born a Jew, adopt Gentile
customs, instead of Jewish, why are you trying to compel the Gentile converts to adopt
Jewish customs?’

The Law and the Gospel
15We, though we are Jews by birth and not sinners of Gentile origin, know that no one

is pronounced righteous as the result of obedience to Law, but only through faith in Christ
Jesus.

16Soweplacedour faith inChrist Jesus, in order thatwemight bepronounced righteous,
as the result of faith in Christ, and not of obedience to Law; for such obedience will not
result in even one soul’s being pronounced righteous.

17 If, while seeking to be pronounced righteous through union with Christ, we were
ourselves seen to be sinners, would that make Christ an agent of sin? Heaven forbid!

18For, if I rebuild the things that I pulled down, I provemyself to have done wrong.
19 I, indeed, through Law became dead to Law, in order to live for God.
20 I have been crucified with Christ. So it is no longer I that live, but it is Christ who lives

inme; and, as formypresent earthly life, I am living it by faith in the Son ofGod,who loved
me and gave himself for me.

21 I do not reject the love of God. If righteousness comes through Law, then therewas no
need for Christ to die!

3
1Foolish Galatians! Who has been enchanting you – you before whose eyes Jesus Christ

was depicted on the cross?
2Here is the one thing that I want to find out from you –Did you receive the Spirit as the

result of obedience to Law, or of your having listened with faith?
3Canyoube so foolish? Afterbeginningwithwhat is spiritual, doyounowendwithwhat

is external?
4Did you go through somuch to no purpose? – if indeed it really was to no purpose!
5He who supplies you abundantly with his Spirit and endows you with such powers –

does he do this as the result of obedience to Law? Or as the result of your having listened
with faith?

6 It is just as it was with Abraham –
he had faith in God, and his faith was regarded by God as righteousness.
7You see, then, that those whose lives are based on faith are the sons of Abraham.
8And scripture, foreseeing that God would pronounce the Gentiles righteous as the result
of faith, foretold the good news to Abraham in the words –
“Through you all the Gentiles will be blessed.”
9And, therefore, those whose lives are based on faith share the blessings bestowed on the
faith of Abraham.
10All who rely on obedience to Law are under a curse, for scripture says –
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“Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all that is written in the book of the Law, and
do it.”

11Again, it is evident that no one is pronounced righteous before God through Law, for we
read –
“Through faith the righteous will find life.”
12But the Law is not based on faith; no, its words are –
“Those who practice these precepts will find life through them.”
13Christ ransomedus fromthecursepronounced in theLaw, by taking thecurseonhimself
for us, for scripture says –
“Cursed is anyone who is hanged on a tree.”
14 And this he did that the blessing given to Abraham might be extended to the Gentiles
through their unionwith Jesus Christ; that so, through our faith, we alsomight receive the
promised gift of the Spirit.

15 To take an illustration, friends, from daily life – No one sets aside even an agreement
between two people, when once it has been confirmed, nor do they add conditions to it.

16Now it was to Abraham that the promises were made, “and to his offspring.” It was
not said “to his offsprings,” as if many persons were meant, but the words were “to your
offspring,” showing that one person wasmeant – and that was Christ.

17My point is this – An agreement already confirmed by God cannot be canceled by the
Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, so as to cause the promise to be set
aside.

18 If our heritage is the result of Law, then it has ceased to be the result of a promise. Yet
God conferred it on Abraham by a promise.

19What, then, you ask, was the use of the Law? It was a later addition, to make people
conscious of theirwrongdoings, and intended to last onlyuntil the comingof that offspring
to whom the promise had beenmade; and it was delivered through angels by amediator.

20Nowmediation implies more than one person, but God is one only.
21Does that set the Law in opposition to God’s promises? Heaven forbid! For, if a Law

had been given capable of bestowing life, then righteousness would have actually owed
its existence to Law.

22 But the words of scripture represent the whole world as being in bondage to sin, so
that the promised blessing, dependent, as it is, on faith in Jesus Christ, may be given to
those who have faith in him.

23 Before the coming of faith, we were kept under the guard of the Law, in bondage,
awaiting the faith that was destined to be revealed.

24 Thus the Law has proved a guide to lead us to Christ, in order that we may be
pronounced righteous as the result of faith.

25But now that faith has comewe no longer need a guide.
26For you are all sons of God, through your faith in Christ Jesus.
27For all of youwhowerebaptised intounionwithChrist clothedyourselveswithChrist.
28 All distinctions between Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female, have

vanished; for in union with Christ Jesus you are all one.
29And, since youbelong to Christ, it follows that you areAbraham’s offspring and, under

the promise, sharers in the inheritance.

4
1My point is this – as long as the heir is under age, there is no difference between him

and a slave, though he is master of the whole estate.
2He is subject to the control of guardians and stewards, during the period for which his

father has power to appoint them.
3And so is it with us; when we were under age, as it were, we were slaves to the puerile

teaching of this world;
4but, when the full time came, God sent his Son – born a woman’s child, born subject to

Law –
5 to ransom those whowere subject to Law, so that wemight take our position as sons.
6And it is because you are sons that God sent into our hearts the Spirit of his Son, with

the cry – “Abba, our Father.”
7You, therefore, are no longer a slave, but a son; and, if a son, then an heir also, by God’s

appointment.
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8 Yet formerly, in your ignorance of God, you became slaves to “gods” which were no
gods.

9But now that you have found God – or, rather, have been found by him – how is it that
you are turning back to that poor and feeble puerile teaching, to which yet once again you
are wanting to become slaves?

10You are scrupulous in keeping days andmonths and seasons and years!
11Youmakeme fear that the labour which I have spent on youmay have been wasted.

12 I entreat you, friends, to become like me, as I became like you. You have never done
me any wrong.

13You remember that itwas owing to bodily infirmity that on the first occasion I told you
the good news.

14And as for whatmust have tried you inmy condition, it did not inspire youwith scorn
or disgust, but youwelcomedme as if I had been an angel of God – or Christ Jesus himself!

15What has become then, of your blessings? For I can bear witness that, had it been
possible, you would have torn out your eyes and given them tome!

16Am I to think, then, that I have become your enemy by telling you the truth?
17 Certain people are seeking your favour, but with no honourable object. No, indeed,

they want to isolate you, so that you will have to seek their favour.
18 It is always honourable to have your favour sought in an honourable cause, and not

only when I amwith you, my dear children –
19you forwhom I amagain enduring amother’s pains, until a likeness to Christwill have

been formed in you.
20But I could wish to be with you now and speak in a different tone, for I am perplexed

about you.

21Tell me, you whowant to be still subject to Law –Why don’t you listen to the Law?
22 Scripture says that Abraham had two sons, one the child of the slave-woman and the

other the child of the free woman.
23But the child of the slave-woman was born in the course of nature, while the child of

the free womanwas born in fulfilment of a promise.
24 This story may be taken as an allegory. The women stand for two covenants. One

covenant, given fromMount Sinai, produces a race of slaves and is represented by Hagar.
25Hagar stands forMount Sinai in Arabia, and represents the Jerusalemof today, for she

and her children are in slavery.
26But the Jerusalem above is free, and she it is who is ourmother.
27For scripture says –

“Rejoice, you barren one, who have never given birth,
break into shouts, you who are never in labour,

for many are the children of her who is desolate –
yes, more than of her who has a husband.”

28As for ourselves, friends, we, like Isaac, are children born in fulfilment of a promise.
29 Yet at that time the child born in the course of nature persecuted the child born by the
power of the Spirit; and it is the same now.
30But what does the passage of scripture say?
“Send away the slave-woman and her son; for the slave’s son will not be coheir with the

son of the free woman.”
31And so, friends, we are not children of a slave, but of her who is free.

5
The Gospel in the Daily Life

1 It is for freedom that Christ set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not again be held
under the yoke of slavery.

2Understand that I, Paul, myself tell you that if you allow yourselves to be circumcised,
Christ will avail you nothing.

3 I again declare to everyone who receives circumcision, that he binds himself to obey
the whole Law.

4 You have severed yourselves from Christ – you who are seeking to be pronounced
righteous through Law; you have fallen away from love.

5Forwe, by the help of the Spirit, are eagerlywaiting for the fulfilment of our hope – that
wemay be pronounced righteous as the result of faith.
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6 If we are in union with Christ Jesus, neither is circumcision nor the omission of it
anything, but faith, working through love, is everything.

7Youwere oncemaking good progress! Who has hindered you from obeying the truth?
8The persuasion brought to bear on you does not come from himwho calls you.
9A little yeast leavens all the dough.
10 I, throughmyunionwith the Lord, ampersuaded that youwill learn to thinkwithme.

But the man who is disturbing your minds will have to bear his punishment, whoever he
may be.

11 If I, friends, am still proclaiming circumcision,why am I still persecuted? It seems that
the cross has ceased to be an obstacle!

12 I could even wish that the people who are unsettling you would go further still and
mutilate themselves.

13Remember, friends, to you the call came to give you freedom. Only, do not make your
freedom an opportunity for self-indulgence but serve one another in a loving spirit.

14 Indeed, the whole Law has been summed up in this one precept –
“Youmust love your neighbour as you love yourself.”
15But, if you are continually wounding and preying on one another, take care that you are
not destroyed by one another.

16 This is what I have to say – Let your steps be guided by the Spirit, and then you will
never gratify the cravings of your earthly nature.

17For these cravings of our earthly nature conflictwith the Spirit, and the Spiritwith our
earthly nature – they are two contrary principles – so that you cannot do what you wish.

18But, if you follow the guidance of the Spirit, you are not subject to Law.
19 The sins of our earthly nature are unmistakable. They are sins like these – sexual

immorality, impurity, indecency,
20 idolatry, sorcery, quarrels, strife, jealousy, outbursts of passion, rivalries, dissensions,

divisions,
21 feelings of envy, drunkenness, revelry, and the like. And I warn you, as I warned you

before, that those who indulge in such things will have no place in the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit produced by the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindliness,

generosity, trustfulness, gentleness, self-control.
23Against such things there is no law!
24And thosewho belong to Jesus, the Christ, have already crucified their earthly nature,

with its passions and its cravings.
25 Since our life is due to the Spirit, let us rule our conduct also by the Spirit.
26Do not let us grow vain, and provoke or envy one another.

6
1My friends, even if someone shouldbe caught committing a sin, youwhoare spiritually

minded should, in a gentle spirit, help them to recover themselves, taking care that you
yourselves are not tempted.

2Bear one another’s burdens, and so carry out the Law of the Christ.
3 If a person imagines themselves to be somebody, when they are really nobody, they

deceive themselves.
4 Let everyone test their own work, and then their cause for satisfaction will be in

themselves and not in a comparison with their neighbour;
5 for everyonemust bear their own load.
6 The person, however, who is being instructed in the message ought always to share

their blessings with their teacher.
7Do not be deceived. God cannot bemocked. What a person sows that they will reap.
8For the person who sows the field of their earthly nature will from that earthly nature

reap corruption; while the one who sows the field of the spirit will from that spirit reap
eternal life.

9Let us never tire of doing right, for at the proper seasonwewill reap our harvest, if we
do not growweary.

10 Therefore, I say, as the opportunity occurs, let us treat everyone with kindness, and
especially members of the household of the faith.

Conclusion in the Apostle’s own handwriting
11 See in what large letters I amwriting withmy own hand.
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12 The people who are trying to compel you to be circumcised are the people who wish
to appear to advantage in regard to outward observances. They do it only to avoid being
persecuted for the cross of Jesus, the Christ

13Even these men who are circumcised do not themselves keep the Law; yet they want
you to be circumcised, so that theymay boast of your observance of the rite.

14 But, for my part, may I never boast of anything except the cross of Jesus Christ, our
Master, through whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

15 For neither is circumcision nor the omission of it anything; but a new nature is
everything.

16May all who rule their conduct by this principle find peace andmercy – they who are
the Israel of God.

17For the future let no one troubleme; for I bear themarks of Jesus branded onmybody.
18May the blessing of Jesus Christ, our Lord, rest on your souls, friends. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians

Introduction
1 To Christ’s people at Ephesus who are faithful to him, from Paul, an apostle of Christ

Jesus, by the will of God.
2May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace.

3Blessed is the God and Father of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has blessed us on highwith
every spiritual blessing, in Christ.

4For he chose us in our unionwith Christ before the creation of the universe, so that we
might be holy and blameless in his sight, living in the spirit of love.

5From the first he destined us, in his goodwill towards us, to be adopted as sons through
Jesus Christ,

6 and so to enhance that glorious manifestation of his loving kindness which he gave us
in the one he loves;

7 for in him, and through the shedding of his blood, we have found redemption in the
pardon of our offences.

8 All this accords with the loving kindness which God lavished on us, accompanied by
countless gifts of wisdom and discernment,

9when he made known to us his hidden purpose. And it also accords with the goodwill
which God purposed to exhibit in Christ,

10 in view of that divine order which was to mark the completion of the ages, when he
shouldmake everything, both in heaven and on earth, centre in him.

11 In him, I say, for by our union with him we became God’s heritage, having from the
first been destined for this in the intention of himwho, in all that happens, is carrying out
his own fixed purpose;

12 that we should enhance his glory –wewho have been the first to rest our hopes on the
Christ.

13And you, too, by your union with him, after you had heard the message of the truth,
the good news of your salvation – you believed in him andwere sealed as his by receiving
the holy Spirit, which he had promised.

14And the Spirit is a pledge of our future heritage, foreshadowing the full redemption of
God’s own people – to enhance his glory.

The power of God displayed in Christ, the Head of the Church
15And therefore I, ever since I heard of the faith in the Lord Jesuswhich prevails among

you, and of your confidence in all Christ’s people,
16have never omitted to thank God on your behalf, whenever I makemention of you in

my prayers.
17My prayer is that the God of Jesus Christ our Lord, the all-glorious Father, may inspire

you with wisdom and true insight through a fuller knowledge of himself;
18 that your minds may be so enlightened that you may realise the hope given by God’s

call, the wealth of the glory of his heritage among Christ’s people,
19 and the transcendent greatness of the power which he is able to exercise in dealing

with us who believe in him.
20The samemighty powerwas exerted on the Christ, when he raised the Christ from the

dead and “caused him to sit at his right hand” on high, exalting him above all angels and
archangels of every rank,

21and above every name that can be named, whether in the present age, or in the age to
come.

22AndGodplacedall thingsunderChrist’s feet, andgavehimto thechurchas its supreme
head;

23 for the church is Christ’s body, and is filled by himwhofills all things everywherewith
his presence.

2
1You yourselves were once dead because of your offences and sins.
2 For at one time you lived in sin, following the ways of the world, in subjection to the

Ruler of the powers of the air – the Spirit who is still at work among the disobedient.



Ephesians 2:3 408 Ephesians 3:8

3And it was among them that we all once lived our lives, indulging the cravings of our
earthly nature, and carrying out the desires prompted by that earthly nature and by our
own thoughts. Our nature exposed us to the divine wrath, like the rest of humanity.

4YetGod, inhis abundant compassion, andbecauseof the great lovewithwhichhe loved
us,

5 even though we were dead because of our offences, gave life to us in giving life to the
Christ. (By God’s loving kindness you have been saved.)

6And, through our union with Christ Jesus, God raised us with him, and caused us to sit
with him on high,

7 in order that, by his goodness to us in Christ Jesus, hemight display in the ages to come
the boundless wealth of his loving kindness.

8For it is by God’s loving kindness that you have been saved, through your faith. It is not
due to yourselves; the gift is God’s.

9 It is not due to obedience to Law, so that no one can boast.
10 For we are God’s handiwork, created, by our union with Christ Jesus, for the good

actions in doing which God had pre-arranged that we should spend our lives.
11Remember, therefore, that youwere onceGentiles yourselves, as your bodies showed;

you were called “the Uncircumcised” by those who were called “the Circumcised” –
circumcised only by human hands!

12 Remember that you were at that time far from Christ; you were shut out from the
citizenship of Israel; you were strangers to the covenants founded on God’s promise; you
were in the world without hope andwithout God.

13But now, through your unionwith Christ Jesus, youwho oncewere far off have, by the
shedding of the blood of the Christ, been brought near.

14He it is who is our peace. Hemade the two divisions of humanity one, broke down the
barrier that separated them,

15 and in his human nature put an end to the cause of enmity between them – the Law
with its injunctions and ordinances – in order to create, through unionwith himself, from
Jew and Gentile, one new humanity and somake peace.

16Andwhen, on the cross, he had destroyed theirmutual enmity, he sought bymeans of
his cross to reconcile them both to God, united in one body.

17He camewith the good news of peace for youwhowere far off, and of peace for those
whowere near;

18 for it is through him that we, the Jews and the Gentiles, united in the one Spirit, are
now able to approach the Father.

19 It follows, then, that you areno longer strangers and foreigners, but are fellowcitizens
with Christ’s people andmembers of God’s household.

20 You have been built up on the foundation laid by the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus himself being the cornerstone.

21 United in him, every part of the building, closely joined together, will grow into a
temple, consecrated by its union with the Lord.

22And, through union in him, you also are being built up together, to be a place where
God lives through the Spirit.

3
The Apostle’s Divine Commission to the Gentiles

1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus, the Christ, for the sake of you Gentiles –
2For you have heard, I suppose, of the responsible chargewithwhich God entrustedme

for your benefit,
3 and also that it was by direct revelation that the hidden purpose of God was made

known tome, as I have already briefly told you.
4And, by readingwhat I havewritten, youwill be able to judge how far I understand this

hidden purpose of God in Christ.
5 In former generations it was not made known to humanity, as fully as it has now been

revealed by the Spirit to the apostles and prophets among Christ’s people –
6 That, by union with Christ Jesus and through the good news, the Gentiles are coheirs

with us andmembers of one body, and that they share with us in God’s Promise.
7 Of this good news I become an assistant, in virtue of the charge with which God

entrustedme in the exercise of his power –
8Yes, to me, who am less than the least of all Christ’s people, was this charge entrusted!

– to tell the Gentiles the good news of the boundless wealth to be found in the Christ,
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9 and to make clear what is God’s way of working out that hidden purpose which from
the first has been concealed in themind of the Creator of all things;

10 so that now to the archangels and to all the powers on high should be made known,
through the church, the all-embracing wisdom of God,

11 in accordance with that purpose which runs through all the ages and which he has
now accomplished in Jesus, the Christ, our Master.

12And inunionwithhim, and throughour trust in him,wefind courage to approachGod
with confidence.

13Therefore I beg you not to be disheartened at the sufferings that I am undergoing for
your sakes; for they redound to your honour.

14For this reason, then, I kneel before the Father –
15 fromwhom all “fatherhood” in heaven and on earth derives its name –
16and pray that, in proportion to the wealth of his glory, he will strengthen youwith his

power by breathing his Spirit into your inmost soul,
17 so that the Christ, through your faith, may make his home within your hearts in love;

and I pray that you, now firmly rooted and established, may, with all Christ’s people,
18have the power to comprehend in all its width and length and height and depth,
19and to understand – though it surpasses all understanding – the love of the Christ; and

so be filled with all the fullness of God.

20To himwho, through his powerwhich is at workwithin us, is able to do farmore than
anything that we can ask or conceive –

21 to him be all glory through the church and through Christ Jesus, for all generations,
age after age. Amen.

4
The Gospel and Daily Life

1 I beg you, then – I who am a prisoner in the Master’s cause – to live lives worthy of the
call that you have received;

2always humble and gentle, patient, bearing lovingly with one another,
3and striving to maintain in the bond of peace the unity given by the Spirit.
4There is but onebodyandoneSpirit, just as therewasbut onehope set before youwhen

you received your call.
5There is but one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
6There is but one God and Father of all – the God who is over all, pervades all, and is in

all.
7 Everyone of us, however, has been entrusted with some charge, each in accordance

with the extent of the gift of the Christ.
8That is why it is said –

“When he went up on high, he led his captives into captivity. And gave gifts to humanity.”
9 Now surely this “going up” must imply that he had already gone down into the world
beneath.
10He who went down is the same as he who went up – up beyond the highest heaven, so
that hemight fill all things with his presence.
11 And he it is who gave to the church apostles, prophets, missionaries, pastors, and
teachers,
12 to fit his people for thework of theministry, for the building up of the body of the Christ.
13 And this will continue, until we all attain to that unity which is given by faith and by
a fuller knowledge of the Son of God; until we reach maturity – the full standard of the
perfection of the Christ.
14 Then we will no longer be like infants, tossed backward and forward, blown about by
every breath of human teaching and by people’s trickery and craftiness;
15but holding the truth in a spirit of love, we will grow into complete unionwith himwho
is our head – Christ himself.
16 For from him the whole body, closely joined and knit together by the contact of every
part with the source of its life, derives its power to grow, in proportion to the vigour of
each individual part; and so is being built up in a spirit of love.

17 This, then, as one in union with the Lord, I implore: Do not continue to live such
purposeless lives as the Gentiles live,

18with their powers of discernment darkened, cut off from the life of God, owing to the
ignorance that prevails among them and to the hardness of their hearts.
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19Lost to all sense of shame, they have abandoned themselves to licentiousness, in order
to practice every kind of impurity without restraint.

20But fardifferent is the lessonyou learned fromtheChrist – if, that is, you really listened
to him,

21and through union with himwere taught the truth, as it is to be found in Jesus.
22 For you learned with regard to your former way of living that you must cast off your

old nature, which, yielding to deluding passions, grows corrupt;
23 that the spirit of yourmindsmust be constantly renewed;
24and that youmust clothe yourselves in that newnaturewhichwas created to resemble

God, with the righteousness and holiness springing from the truth.
25 Since, therefore, you have cast off what is false, you must every one of you speak the

truth to your neighbours. For we are united to one another like the parts of a body.
26Be angry, yet do not sin. Do not let the sun go down on your anger;
27and give no opportunity to the devil.
28Let the person who steals steal no longer, but rather they should toil with their hands

at honest work, so that theymay have something to share with anyone in need.
29 Never let any foul word pass your lips, but only such good words as the occasion

demands, so that theymay be a help to those who hear them.
30And do not grieve God’s Holy Spirit; for it was through that Spirit that God sealed you

as his, against the day of redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, passion, anger, brawling, and abusive language be banished from

among you, as well as all malice.
32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, ready to forgive one another, just as God, in

Christ, forgave you.

5
1Therefore imitate God, as his dear children,
2 and live a life of love, following the example of the Christ, who loved you and gave

himself foryouasanofferingandasacrifice toGod, that shouldbe fragrantandacceptable.
3As for sexual immorality and every kind of impurity, or greed, do not let them even be

mentioned among you, as befits Christ’s people,
4nor shameful conduct, nor foolish talk or jesting, for theyarewholly out of place among

you; but rather thanksgiving.
5 For of this you may be sure – that no one who is unchaste or impure or greedy of gain

(for to be greedyof gain is idolatry) has anyplace awaitinghim in thekingdomof theChrist
and God.

6Do not let anyone deceive you with specious arguments. Those are the sins that bring
down the wrath of God on the disobedient.

7Therefore have nothing to do with such people.
8For, although youwere once in darkness, now, by your unionwith the Lord, you are in

the light. Live as children of light –
9 for theoutcomeof life in the lightmaybe seen inevery formofgoodness, righteousness,

and sincerity –
10always trying to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
11 Take no part in deeds of darkness, from which no good can come; on the contrary,

expose them.
12 It is degrading even to speak of the things continually done by them in secret.
13All such actions, when exposed, have their true character mademanifest by the light.
14 For everything that has its true character made manifest is clear as light. And that is

why it is said –
“Sleeper, awake!
Arise from the dead,

and the Christ will give you light!”
15Take great care, then, how you live – not unwisely but wisely,
16making themost of every opportunity; for these are evil days.
17Therefore do not grow thoughtless, but try to understand what the Lord’s will is.
18 Do not drink wine to excess, for that leads to profligacy; but seek to be filled with the
Spirit of God, and speak to one another in psalms and hymns and sacred songs.
19 Sing andmakemusic in your hearts to the Lord.
20Always give thanks for everything to our God and Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

21 Submit to one another because you honour and respect Christ.
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22Wives should submit to their husbands as submitting to the Lord.
23For aman is the head of his wife, as the Christ is the head of the church – being indeed

himself the Saviour of his body.
24But as the church submits to the Christ, so also shouldwives submit to their husbands

in everything.
25Husbands, love your wives, just as the Christ loved the church, and gave himself for

her,
26 to make her holy, after purifying her by the washing with the water, according to his

promise;
27 so that he might himself bring the church, in all her beauty, into his own presence,

with no spot or wrinkle or blemish of any kind, but that shemight be holy and faultless.
28 That is how husbands ought to love their wives – as if they were their own bodies. A

manwho loves his wife is really loving himself;
29 for no one ever yet hated his own body. But everyone feeds his body and cares for it,

just as the Christ for the church;
30 for we aremembers of his body.

31For this cause amanwill leave his father andmother, and be united to his wife; and the
man and his wife will become one.

32 In this there is a profound truth – I am speaking of Christ and his church.
33However, for you individually, let each love his wife as if she were himself; and the wife
be careful to respect her husband.

6
1Children, obey your parents, as children of the Lord; for that is but right.
2 “Honour your father andmother” – this is the first Commandment with a promise –
3 “so that youmay prosper and have a long life on earth.”
4And fathers, do not irritate your children, but bring them up with Christian discipline

and instruction.
5Slaves, obey your earthlymasters, with anxious care, giving them ungrudging service,

as if obeying the Christ;
6not onlywhen their eyes are on you, as if you hadmerely to please people, but as slaves

of Christ, who are trying to carry out the will of God.
7Give your service heartily and cheerfully, asworking for theMaster andnot for people;
8 for you know that everyone will be rewarded by the Master for any honest work that

he has done, whether he is a slave or free.
9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same spirit. Give up threatening them; for you

know that hewho is both theirMaster and yours is in heaven, and that before him there is
no distinction of rank.

10 For the future, find strength in your union with the Lord, and in the power which
comes from his might.

11 Put on the full armour of God, so that you may be able to stand your ground against
the stratagems of the devil.

12 For ours is no struggle against enemies of flesh and blood, but against all the various
powers of evil that hold sway in the darkness around us, against the spirits of wickedness
on high.

13Therefore take up the full armour of God, so thatwhen the evil day comes, youmay be
able to withstand the attack, and, having fought to the end, still to stand your ground.

14 Stand your ground, then, with truth for your belt, and with righteousness for your
breastplate,

15andwith the readiness to serve the good news of peace as shoes for your feet.
16 At every onslaught take up faith for your shield; for with it you will be able to

extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one.
17And receive the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit –which is themessage

of God – always with prayer and supplication.
18 Pray in spirit at all times. Be intent on this, with unwearying perseverance and

supplication for all Christ’s people –
19 and on my behalf also, so that when I begin to speak, words may be given me, so that

I may fearlessly make known the inmost truth of the good news,
20on behalf of which I am an ambassador – in chains! Pray that, in telling it, I may speak

fearlessly as I ought.
Conclusion
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21 To enable you, as well as others, to know all that concerns me and what I am doing,
Tychicus, ourdear friendand faithful helper in theMaster’s cause,will tell youeverything.

22 I am sending him to you on purpose that you may learn all about us, and that he may
cheer your hearts.

23May God, the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ give every follower peace, and love
linked with faith.

24May God’s blessing be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians

1 To all Christ’s people at Philippi, with the supervisors and assistants, from Paul and
Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus.

2May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you, and give you peace.
3Every recollection that I have of you is a cause of thanksgiving to God,
4always, in every prayer that I offer for you all –my prayers are full of joy –
5because of the share that you have had in spreading the good news, from the first day

that you received it until now.
6 For of this I am confident, that he who began a good work in you will complete it in

readiness for the day of Jesus Christ.
7And, indeed, I am justified in feeling like this about you all; because you have a warm

place in my heart – you who all, both in my imprisonment and in the work of defending
and establishing the good news, sharedmy privilege withme.

8Godwill bear mewitness how I yearn for you all with the tenderness of Christ Jesus.
9And what I pray for is this – that your love may grow yet stronger and stronger, with

increasing knowledge and all discernment,
10until you are able to appreciate all moral distinctions. And I pray, too, that youmay be

kept pure and blameless against the day of Christ,
11bearing a rich harvest of that righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the

glory and praise of God.
12 Friends, I want you to realise that what has happened to me has actually served to

forward the good news.
13 It has even become evident, not only to all the imperial guard, but to everyone else,

that it is for Christ’s sake that I am in chains.
14 And besides this, most of our fellow followers have gained confidence in the Lord

through my chains, and now venture with far greater freedom to speak of God’s message
fearlessly.

15 It is true that some do proclaim the Christ out of jealousy and opposition, but there are
others who proclaim him from goodwill.

16The latterdo it fromlove forme, knowing that Ihavebeenappointed toplead thecause
of the good news.

17The former spread thenewsof theChrist ina factious spirit, andnot sincerely, thinking
to add to the pain of my chains.

18 But what of that? Only that in some way or other, either with assumed or with real
earnestness, Christ is beingmade known; and at that I rejoice.

19Yes, and Iwill rejoice, for I know that, through your prayers and through a rich supply
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, all this will make for my salvation.

20 And this will fulfil my earnest expectation and hope that I will have no cause for
shame, but that,withunfailing courage, nowasbefore, Christwill behonoured inmybody,
whether bymy life or bymy death,

21 for to me life is Christ, and death is gain.
22 But what if the life here in the body – if this brings me fruit from my labours? Then

which to choose I cannot tell! I am sorely perplexed either way!
23My own desire is to depart and be with Christ, for this would be far better.
24But, for your sakes, it may bemore needful that I should still remain here in the body.
25Yes, I am confident that this is so, and therefore I am sure that I will stay, and stay near

you all, to promote your progress and joy in the faith;
26so that, whenyouoncemorehavemeamongyou, you, in yourunionwith Christ Jesus,

may find inme fresh cause for exultation.
27 Under all circumstances let your lives be worthy of the good news of the Christ: so

that, whether I come and see you, or whether I hear of your affairs at a distance, I may
know that you are standing firm, animated by one spirit, and joining with one heart in a
common struggle for the faith taught by the good news,

28 without ever shrinking from your opponents. To them this will be a sign of their
destruction and of your salvation – a sign from God.

29For, on behalf of Christ, you have had the privilege granted you, not only of trusting in
him, but also of suffering on his behalf.
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30Youwill be engaged in the same hard struggle as that which you once sawmewaging,
and which you hear that I amwaging still.

2
1 If, then, anyencouragement comes throughunionwithChrist, if there is anypersuasive

power in love, if there is any communionwith the Spirit, if there is any tenderness or pity,
2 I entreatyou tomakemyhappiness complete – live togetheranimatedby thesamespirit

and inmutual love, one in heart, animated by one Spirit.
3Nothing should be done out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility lift

others up above yourselves,
4 considering not only your own interests but also the interests of others.
5Let the spirit of Christ Jesus be yours also.
6 Though the divine nature was his from the beginning, yet he did not look on equality

with God as above all things to be clung to,
7 but impoverished himself by taking the nature of a servant and becoming like one of

us;
8he appeared among us as aman, and still further humbled himself by submitting even

to death – to death on a cross!
9And that iswhyGod raised him to the very highest place, and gave him the namewhich

stands above all other names,
10 so that in adoration of the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven, on earth,

and under the earth,
11and that every tongue should acknowledge JESUSCHRISTasLORD – to the glory ofGod

the Father.
12Therefore,mydear friends, as youhavealwaysbeenobedient in thepast, sonowwork

out your own salvation with anxious care, not only when I am with you, but all the more
now that I am absent.

13Remember it is God who, in his kindness, is at work within you, enabling you both to
will and to work.

14 In all that you do, avoidmurmuring and dissension,
15 so as to prove yourselves blameless and innocent – faultless children of God, in the

midst of an evil-disposed andperverse generation, inwhich you are seen shining like stars
in a dark world,

16offering to them themessage of life; and then Iwill be able at the day of Christ to boast
that I did not runmy course for nothing, or toil for nothing.

17And yet, even if, when your faith is offered as a sacrifice to God, my lifebloodmust be
poured out in addition, still I will rejoice and share the joy of you all;

18and youmust also rejoice and sharemy joy.
19 I hope, however, as one who trusts in the Lord Jesus, to send Timothy to you before

long, so that I maymyself be cheered by receiving news of you.
20For I have no one but him to send – no one of kindred spirit who would take the same

genuine interest in your welfare.
21They are all pursuing their own aims and not those of Christ Jesus.
22But you know what Timothy has proved himself to be, and how, like a child working

for his father, he worked hard withme in spreading the good news.
23 It is Timothy, then, whom I hope to send, just as soon as I find out what is going to

happen tome here.
24And I am confident, as one who trusts in the Lord Jesus, that before long I myself will

follow.
25 Still I think it necessary to send Epaphroditus to you now, for he is my dear friend,

fellowworker, and fellow soldier, and he was also yourmessenger to help me inmy need.
26 For he has been longing to see you all, and has been distressed because you heard of

his illness.
27And I can assure you that his illness very nearly proved fatal. But Godhadpity onhim,

and not on him only but also onme, so that I might not have sorrow on sorrow.
28 I amall themore ready, therefore, to sendhim, so that the sight of himmay revive your

spirits andmy own sorrow be lightened.
29 Give him, then, the heartiest of Christian welcomes, and hold such people in great

honour.
30For it was owing to his devotion to theMaster’s work that hewas at the point of death,

having risked his own life in the effort to supply what was wanting in the help that you
sent me.
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3
1 In conclusion, my friends, may all joy be yours in your union with the Lord. To repeat

what I have already written does not wearyme, and is the safe course for you.
2Beware of those dogs! Beware of those mischievous workers! Beware of the men who

mutilate themselves!
3 For it is we who are the circumcised – we whose worship is prompted by the Spirit of

God, who exult in Christ Jesus, and who do not rely on external privileges;
4 though I, if anyone, have cause to rely even on them. If anyone thinks he can rely on

external privileges, far more can I!
5 I was circumcised when eight days old; I am an Israelite by birth, and of the tribe of

Benjamin; I am a Hebrew, and the child of Hebrews. As to the Law, I was a Pharisee;
6 as to zeal, I was a persecutor of the church; as to such righteousness as is due to Law, I

provedmyself blameless.
7But all the things which I once held to be gains I have now, for the Christ’s sake, come

to count as loss.
8More than that, I count everything as loss, for the sake of the exceeding value of the

knowledge of Christ Jesusmy Lord. And for his sake I have lost everything, and count it as
rubbish, if I may but gain Christ and be found in union with him;

9 any righteousness that I have being, not the righteousness that results from Law, but
the righteousnesswhich comes through faith inChrist – the righteousnesswhich is derived
from God and is founded on faith.

10Then indeed Iwill knowChrist, and thepower of his resurrection, andall that itmeans
to share his sufferings,

11 in the hope that, if I become like him in death, Imay possibly attain to the resurrection
from the dead.

12Not that I have already laid hold of it, or that I am already made perfect. But I press
on, in the hope of actually laying hold of that for which indeed I was laid hold of by Christ
Jesus.

13For I, friends, do not regardmyself as having yet laid hold of it. But this one thing I do
– forgetting what lies behind, and straining every nerve for that which lies in front,

14 I press on to the goal, to gain the prize of that heavenward call which God gave me
through Christ Jesus.

15 Let all of us, then, whose faith is mature, think this way. Then, if on any matter you
think otherwise, God will make that also plain to you.

16Only we are bound to order our lives by what we have already attained.
17My friends, unite in following my example, and fix your eyes on those who are living

by the pattern which we have set you.
18For there are many – of whom I have often told you, and now tell you even with tears

–who are living in enmity to the cross of the Christ.
19The end of such people is ruin; for their appetites are their God, and they glory in their

shame; their minds are given up to earthly things.
20Butwe are citizens of heaven, and fromheavenwe expect a saviour to come, the Lord

Jesus Christ.
21 By the exercise of his power to bring everything into subjection to himself, he will

make our humble bodies like his glorious body.

4
1So then,mydear friends,whomI am longing to see – youwhoaremy joy andmycrown,

stand fast in union with the Lord, dear friends.
2 I entreat Euodia, and I entreat Syntyche, to live in harmony, in union with the Lord;
3yes, and I ask you, my true comrade, to help them, remembering that they toiled bymy

side in spreading the good news; and so, too, did Clement and my other fellow workers,
whose names are in the book of life.

4All joybeyours at all times in yourunionwith theLord. Again I repeat –All joybeyours.
5Let your forbearing spirit be plain to everyone. The Lord is near.
6Donot be anxious about anything; but under all circumstances, by prayer and entreaty

joined with thanksgiving, make your needs known to God.
7 Then the peace of God, which is beyond all human understanding, will stand guard

over your hearts and thoughts, through your union with Christ Jesus.
8 In conclusion, friends,whenever youfind things that are true or honourable, righteous

or pure, loveable or praiseworthy, or if virtue and honour have anymeaning, let them fill
your thoughts.
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9All that you learned and received and heard and saw in me put into practice continu-
ally; and then God, the giver of peace, will be with you.

10 It was a matter of great joy to me, as one in union with the Lord, that at length your
interest in me had revived. The interest indeed you had, but not the opportunity.

11 Do not think that I am saying this under the pressure of want. For I, however I am
placed, have learned to be independent of circumstances.

12 I know how to face humble circumstances, and I know how to face prosperity. Into all
andeveryhumanexperience Ihavebeen initiated – intoplentyandhunger, intoprosperity
and want.

13 I can do everything through the strength of the one whomakes me strong!
14Yet you have acted nobly in sharingmy troubles.
15And you at Philippi know, as well as I, that in the early days of the good news – at the

timewhen I had just leftMacedonia –no church,with the one exception of yourselves, had
anything to do withme as far as giving and receiving are concerned.

16 Indeed, even while I was still in Thessalonica, you sent more than once to relieve my
wants.

17 It is not that I am anxious for your gifts, but I am anxious to see the abundant return
that will be placed to your account. I have enough of everything, and to spare.

18 My wants are fully satisfied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts
which you sent me – the sweet fragrance of a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.

19And my God, out of the greatness of his wealth, will, in glory, fully satisfy your every
need, through your union with Christ Jesus.

20To him, our God and Father, be ascribed all glory for every and ever. Amen.
21Give my greeting to everyone of the people of Christ Jesus. The Lord’s followers who

are withme send your their greetings.
22All Christ’s people here, and especially those who belong to the Emperor’s household,

send theirs.
23May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ rest on your souls.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Colossians

Introduction
1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, by the will of God, and from Timothy, also a

follower of the Lord.
2 To Christ’s people at Colossae – the followers who are faithful to him: May God, our

Father, bless you and give you peace.

3Whenever we pray we never fail to thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for
you,

4now that we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for
all his people,

5because of the hope which is kept safe for you in heaven. Of this hope you heard long
ago in the truemessage of the good news which reached you,

6 bearing fruit and growing, as it does, through all the world, just as it did among you
from the very day that you heard of God’s loving kindness, and understood what that
loving kindness really is.

7 It is just what you learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who, as a minister
of the Christ, faithfully represents us,

8andwho told us of the love with which the Spirit has inspired you.
9And thereforewe, from the very day that we heard this, have never ceased praying for

you, or asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of the will of God, which comes
through all true spiritual wisdom and insight.

10 Then you will live lives worthy of the Master, and so please God in every way. Your
lives will be fruitful in every kind of good action, and grow into a fuller knowledge of God;

11youwill bemade strongat all pointswitha strengthworthyof thepowermanifested in
his glory – strong to endure with patience, and evenwith gladness, whatevermay happen
to you;

12 and you will give thanks to the Father whomade you fit to share the lot which awaits
Christ’s people in the realms of light.

The Person andWork of the Christ
13 For God has rescued us from the tyranny of darkness, and has removed us into the

kingdom of his Son, who is the embodiment of his love,
14and through whomwe have found deliverance in the forgiveness of our sins.
15For Christ is the incarnation of the invisible God – firstborn and head of all creation;
16 for in him was created all that is in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible

– angels and archangels and all the powers of heaven.
17All has been created through him and for him. Hewas before all things, and all things

unite in him;
18 and he is the head of the church, which is his body. The firstborn from the dead, he is

to the church the source of its life, that he, in all things, may stand first.
19For it pleased the Father that in him the divine nature in all its fulness should live,
20 and through him to reconcile all things to himself (making peace by the shedding of

Christ’s blood offered on the cross) –whether on earth or in heaven.
21And it pleasedGod that you, once estranged fromhimandhostile towards him in your

thoughts, intent only on wickedness –
22 but now he has reconciled you to himself by the sacrifice of Christ’s earthly body in

death – it has pleased God that you should stand in his presence holy, pure, and blameless,
23 if only you remain true to your faith, firmand immovable, never abandoning thehope

held out in the good news to which you listened, which has been proclaimed among all
created things under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made an assistant.

24 Now at last I can rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf, and in my own person I
supplement the afflictions endured by the Christ, for the sake of his body, the church;

25 of which I myself became a minister in virtue of the office with which God entrusted
me for your benefit, to declare themessage of God in all its fulness –

26 that truth which has been hidden from former ages and generations. But now it has
been revealed to God’s people,
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27 to whom it was his pleasure to make known the surpassing glory of that hidden truth
when proclaimed among the Gentiles – “Christ among you! Your hope of glory!”

28 This is the Christ whom we proclaim, warning everyone, and instructing everyone,
with all the wisdom that we possess, in the hope of bringing everyone into God’s presence
perfected by union with Christ.

29 It is for that I toil, struggling with all the energy which he inspires and which works
powerfully withinme.

2
1 I want you to know in howgreat a struggle I am engaged for you and for Christ’s people

at Laodicea, and for all who have not yet seenme;
2 in the hope that they, being bound to one another by love, and keeping in view the full

blessedness of a firm conviction, may be encouraged to strive for a perfect knowledge of
God’s hidden truth,

3 even Christ himself, in whom all treasures of wisdom and knowledge lie hidden.
4 I say this to prevent anyone from deceiving you by plausible arguments.
5 It is true that I amnotwith you in person, but I amwith you in spirit, and amglad to see

the good order and the unbroken front resulting from your faith in Christ.

6 Since, therefore, you have received Jesus, the Christ, as your Lord, live your lives in
union with him –

7 rooted in him, building up your characters through union with him, growing stronger
through your faith, as you were taught, overflowing with faith and thanksgiving.

8 Take care that there is not someone who will carry you away by his “philosophy” – a
hollow sham! – following, as it does, mere human traditions, and dealing with puerile
questions of this world, and not with Christ.

9For in Christ the Godhead in all its fulness dwells incarnate;
10and, by your unionwith him, you also are filledwith it. He is the head of all archangels

and powers of heaven.
11Byyourunionwithhimyoureceivedacircumcision thatwasnotperformedbyhuman

hands, when you threw off the tyranny of the earthly body, and received the circumcision
of the Christ.

12For in baptismyouwere buriedwith Christ; and in baptismyouwere also raised to life
with him, through your faith in the omnipotence of God, who raised him from the dead.

13 And to you, who once were dead, by reason of your sins and your uncircumcised
nature – to you God gave life in giving life to Christ! He pardoned all our sins!

14He canceled the bond which stood against us – the bond that consisted of ordinances
– and which was directly hostile to us! He has taken it out of our way by nailing it to the
cross!

15He rid himself of all the powers of evil, and held them up to open contempt, when he
celebrated his triumph over them on the cross!

16Do not, then, allow anyone to take you to task on questions of eating or drinking, or in
thematter of annual or monthly or weekly festivals.

17These things are only the shadow of what is to come; the substance is in the Christ.
18Donot let anyone defraud you of the reality by affecting delight in so-called “humility”

and angel-worship. Such a person busies themselves with their visions, and without
reason are rendered conceited by their merely human intellect.

19 They fail to maintain union with the head, to whom it is due that the whole body,
nourished and knit together by the contact and connexion of every part, grows with a
divine growth.

20 Since, with Christ, you became dead to the puerile teaching of this world, why do you
submit, as if you still belonged to the world,

21 to such ordinances as “Do not handle, or taste, or touch”?
22For all the things referred to in them cease to exist when used. You are followingmere

human directions and instructions.
23Such prohibitions appear reasonable where there is a desire for self-imposed service,

and so-called “humility,” and harsh treatment of the body, but are of no real value against
the indulgence of our earthly nature.
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3
1 Since, therefore, you were raised to life with the Christ, seek for the things that are

above; for it is there that the Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
2Fix your thoughts on the things that are above, not on those that are on earth.
3For you died, and your life now lies hidden, with the Christ, in God.
4When the Christ, who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

The Gospel in the Daily Life
5 Therefore destroy all that is earthly in you – immorality, uncleanness, passions, evil

desires, and that greed which is idolatry.
6These are the things because of which the wrath of God comes,
7and to which you, like others, once devoted your lives, when you lived for them.
8 You, however, must now lay aside all such things – anger, passion, malice, slander,

abuse.
9Never lie to one another. Get rid of your old self and its habits,
10 and clothe yourselves with that new self, which, as it gains in knowledge, is being

constantly renewed in resemblance to himwhomade it.
11 In that new life there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all! – and in all!
12 Therefore, as God’s people, consecrated and dear to him, clothe yourselves with

tenderness of heart, kindliness, humility, gentleness, forbearance;
13bearingwith one another, and, when there is any ground for complaint, forgiving one

another freely. As theMaster freely forgave you, so youmust forgive one another.
14Over all these virtues put on love; for that is the belt whichmakes all complete.
15 Let the peace that the Christ gives decide all doubts within your hearts; for you also

were called to the enjoyment of peace as members of one body. And show yourselves
thankful.

16 Let the message of the Christ be alive in your minds in all its wealth, bringing all
wisdom with it. Teach and admonish one another with psalms, and hymns, and sacred
songs, full of the loving kindness of God, lifting your hearts in song to him.

17And,whatever you say or do, do everything in thenameof theLord Jesus; and through
him offer thanksgiving to God the father.

18Wives, submit to your husbands, as befits those who belong to the Lord.
19Husbands, love your wives, and never treat them harshly.
20Children, always obey your parents; for that is pleasant to see in those who belong to

the Lord.
21Fathers, never irritate your children, otherwise theymight become disheartened.
22 Slaves, always obey your earthly masters, not only when their eyes are on you, as if

you had but to please people alone, but giving them ungrudging service, in your respect
for the Master.

23Whatever you do, do it with all your heart, as if working for the Master and not for
people,

24 since you know that it is from the Master that you will receive the inheritance which
will be your reward. You are serving Christ, the Master.

25 Those who do wrong will reap the wrong they have done; and there will be no
partiality.

4
1Masters, do what is right and fair by your slaves, for you know that you also have a

Master – in heaven.

2Devote yourselves to prayer. Give your whole mind to it, and also offer thanksgiving;
3andat the same timepray forus, so thatGodmaygiveus anopening for ourmessage, so

that wemay speak of the truths hidden in the Christ – the truths for which I am in chains!
4Then I will make them known, as I ought to do.
5 Show tact in your behaviour to the outside world, making the most of every opportu-

nity.
6 Let your conversation always be kindly, but not bland, season it, as it were, with salt;

be aware in each case of the answer you should be giving.

Conclusion
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7 Our dear friend, Tychicus, will tell you all about me. He is a faithful minister, and a
fellow servant in theMaster’s cause.

8 I sendhim to you expressly that youmay learn our circumstances, and that hemay give
you encouragement.

9With him will be Onesimus, our dear faithful friend, who is one of yourselves. They
will tell you all that is going on here.

10My fellow prisoner, Aristarchus, sends you his greeting, and Barnabas’s cousin, Mark,
sends his. (You have received directions about him. If he comes to you, make him
welcome.)

11 Joshua, who is called Justus, also sends his greeting. These are the only converts from
Judaism who have worked with me for the kingdom of God; I have found them a great
comfort.

12 Epaphras, who is one of yourselves, sends you his greeting. He is a servant of Christ
Jesus, and is alwaysmost earnest in your behalf in his prayers, praying that youmay stand
firm,with amatured faith andwith a sure conviction of all that is in accordancewithGod’s
will.

13 I can bear testimony to the deep interest he takes in you, as well as in the followers at
Laodicea and at Hierapolis.

14Luke, our dear doctor, sends you his greeting, and Demas sends his.
15Give my greeting to the followers at Laodicea, and to Nymphe, and to the church that

meets at her house.
16And when this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read before the church at

Laodicea, and that you yourselves read the letter which will be forwarded from there.
17Give thismessage to Archippus – “Take care to discharge to the best of your ability the

office to which you were appointed in theMaster’s cause.”
18 I, Paul, add this greeting in my own handwriting. Remember these chains of mine.

God’s blessing be with you.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Thessalonians

Introduction
1 To the Thessalonian church in union with God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,

from Paul, Silas, and Timothy. May God bless you and give you peace.

The Apostle and his Converts
2We alwaysmention you in our prayers and thank God for you all;
3recallingcontinuallybeforeourGodandFather theefforts thathaveresulted fromyour

faith, the toil prompted by your love, and the patient endurance sustained by your hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

4Friends, whomGod loves, we know that he has chosen you,
5 because the good news that we brought came home to you, not merely as so many

words, but with a power and a fulness of conviction due to the Holy Spirit. For you know
the life that we lived among you for your good.

6Andyouyourselves began to follow, not only our example, but theMaster’s also; and, in
spite of much suffering, you welcomed themessage with a joy inspired by the Holy Spirit,

7 and so became a pattern to all who believed in Christ throughout Macedonia and
Greece.

8 For it was from you that the Lord’s message resounded throughout Macedonia and
Greece; and, more than that, your faith in God has become known far and wide; so that
there is no need for us to say another word.

9 Indeed, in speaking about us, the people themselves tell of the reception you gave us,
and how, turning to God from your idols, you became servants of the true and living God,

10 and are now awaiting the return from heaven of his Son whom he raised from the
dead – Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

2
1Yes, friends, you yourselves know that your reception of us was not without result.
2For, althoughwe had experienced suffering and ill treatment, as you know, at Philippi,

we had the courage, by the help of our God, to tell you God’s good news in spite of great
opposition.

3Ourappeal toyouwasnotbasedonadelusion, norwas itmade fromunworthymotives,
or with any intention of misleading you.

4But, having been found worthy by God to be entrusted with the good news, therefore
we tell it; with a view to please, not people, but God who proves our hearts.

5 Never at any time, as you know, did we use the language of flattery, or make false
professions in order to hide selfish aims. God will bear witness to that.

6 Nor did we seek to win honour from people, whether from you or from others,
although, as apostles of Christ, wemight have burdened youwith our support.

7But we lived among you with the simplicity of a child; we were like a woman nursing
her own children.

8 In our strong affection for you, that seemed to us the best way of sharing with you, not
only God’s good news, but our lives as well – so dear had you become to us.

9Youwill not have forgotten, friends, our labour and toil. Night anddayweused towork
at our trades, so as not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you God’s good
news.

10Youwill bearwitness, andGod also, that our relationswith youwho believed in Christ
were pure, and upright, and beyond reproach.

11 Indeed, you know that, like a father with his own children, we used to encourage and
comfort every one of you, and solemnly plead with you;

12so that you shouldmakeyourdaily livesworthyofGodwho is callingyou into theglory
of his kingdom.

13This, too, is a reason why we, on our part, are continually thanking God – because, in
receiving the teaching that youhad fromus, youaccepted it, not as the teachingofhumans,
but as what it really is – the teaching of God, which is even now doing its work within you
who believe in Christ.
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14Foryou, friends, began to follow theexampleof the churchesofGod in Judeawhichare
in unionwith Jesus Christ; you, in your turn, suffering at the hands of your fellow citizens,
in the sameway as those churches did at the hands of their people –

15who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and persecuted us also. They do not
try to please God, and they are enemies to all humanity,

16 for they try to prevent us from speaking to the Gentiles with a view to their salvation,
and so are always filling up the measure of their iniquity. But the wrath of God has come
upon them to the full!

17 As for ourselves, friends, our having been bereaved of you even for a short time –
though in body only, and not in spirit –made us all themore eager to see your faces again;
and the longing to do so was strong on us.

18Thatwaswhywemade up ourminds to go and see you – at least I, Paul, did,more than
once – but Satan put difficulties in our way.

19 For what hope or joy will be ours, or what crown will we have to boast of, in the
presence of our Lord Jesus, at his coming, if it isn’t you?

20You are our pride and our delight!

3
1And so, as we could bear it no longer, wemade up ourminds to remain behind alone at

Athens,
2and sent Timothy, our dear friend and God’s minister of the good news of the Christ, to

strengthen you, and to encourage you in your faith,
3 so that none of you should be shaken by the troubles through which you are passing.

You yourselves know that we are destined to meet with such things.
4For, even while we were with you, we warned you beforehand that we were certain to

encounter trouble. And so it proved, as you know.
5Therefore, since I couldno longerendure theuncertainty, I sent tomake inquiriesabout

your faith, fearing that the Tempter had tempted you, and that our toilmight prove to have
been in vain.

6But, when Timothy recently returned to us from youwith good news of your faith and
love, and told us how kindly you think of us – always longing, he said, to see us, just as we
are longing to see you –

7onhearing this,we felt encouragedabout you, friends, in themidst of all ourdifficulties
and troubles, by your faith.

8For it is new life to us to know that you are holding fast to the Lord.
9How can we thank God enough for all the happiness that you are giving us in the sight

of our God?
10Night anddaywepraymost earnestly thatwemay see you face to face, andmake good

any deficiency in your faith.
11May our God and Father himself, and Jesus, our Lord, make the way plain for us to

come to you.
12 And for you, may the Lord fill you to overflowing with love for one another and for

everyone, just as we are filled with love for you;
13 and so make your hearts strong, and your lives pure beyond reproach, in the sight of

our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus, with all his Holy Ones.

4
Advice on Daily Life

1Further, friends, we beg and urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus to carry out more
fully than ever – as indeed you are already doing – all that you have heard from us as to
what your daily life must be, if it is to please God.

2For you have not forgotten the directions thatwe gave you on the authority of our Lord
Jesus.

3For this is God’s purpose – that you should be pure; abstaining from all immorality;
4 each of you learning to gain control over your own body, in a way that is holy and

honourable,
5and not for themere gratification of your passions, like the Gentileswho knownothing

of God;
6 none of you overreaching or taking advantage of their fellow follower of the Lord in

such matters. The Lord takes vengeance on all who do such things, as we have already
warned you and solemnly declared.
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7For God does not call us to an impure life, but demands holiness.
8Therefore the personwhodisregards thiswarning disregards, not people, but Godwho

gives you his Holy Spirit.
9As to love for each other there is no need to write to you; for you have yourselves been

taught by God to love one another;
10and indeed you do act in this spirit towards all his people throughout Macedonia.
Yet, friends, we beg you to do evenmore.
11Make it your ambition to live quietly, and to attend to your own business, and towork

with your hands, as we directed you;
12so that your conductmaywin respect from those outside the church, and that youmay

not want for anything.
The Dead in Christ at the coming of the Lord

13We don’t want you to be ignorant, friends, about those who have passed to their rest.
We don’t want you to grieve like other people who have no hope.

14For, aswe believe that Jesus died and rose again, so alsowebelieve that Godwill bring,
with Jesus, those who through him have passed to their rest.

15Thiswe tell you on the authority of the Lord – that those of uswho are still living at the
coming of the Lord will not anticipate those who have passed to their rest.

16 For, with a loud summons, with the shout of an archangel, and with the trumpet-call
of God, the Lord himself will come down from heaven.

17 Then those who died in union with Christ will rise first; and afterwards we who are
still livingwill be caught up in the clouds, with them, tomeet the Lord in the air; and sowe
will be for ever with the Lord.

18Therefore, comfort one another with what I have told you.

5
1 But as to the times and the moments, there is no need, friends, for anyone to write to

you.
2You yourselves knowwell that the day of the Lordwill come just as a thief comes in the

night.
3 When people are saying “All is quiet and safe,” it is then that, like birth pains on a

pregnant woman, ruin comes suddenly upon them, and there will be no escape!
4You, however, friends, arenot indarkness, that thedaylight should take youby surprise

as if you were thieves.
5For you all are children of light and children of the day.
We have nothing to do with night, or darkness.
6Therefore let us not sleep as others do. No, let us be watchful and self-controlled.
7 It is at night that people sleep, and at night that drunkards get drunk.
8But let us,whobelong to the day, control ourselves, andput on faith and love as a breast

plate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.
9For God destined us, not for wrath, but to win salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,

who died for us,
10 that, whether we are still watching or have fallen asleep, wemay live with him.
11 Therefore encourage one another, and try to build up one another’s characters, as

indeed you are doing.
Conclusion

12We beg you, friends, to value those who toil among you, and are your leaders in the
Lord’s service, and give you counsel.

13Hold them in the very greatest esteem and affection for the sake of their work. Live at
peace with one another.

14We entreat you also, friends – warn the disorderly, comfort the faint-hearted, give a
helping hand to the weak, and be patient with everyone.

15 Take care that none of you ever pays back wrong for wrong, but always follow the
kindest course with one another and with everyone.

16Always be joyful;
17never cease to pray;
18under all circumstances give thanks to God. For this is his will for you asmade known

in Christ Jesus.
19Do not quench the Spirit;
20do not make light of preaching.
21Bring everything to the test; cling to what is good;



1 Thessalonians 5:22 424 1 Thessalonians 5:28

22 shun every form of evil.
23May God himself, the giver of peace, make you altogether holy; and may your spirits,

souls, and bodies be kept altogether faultless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
24Hewho calls you will not fail you; he will complete his work.
25Friends, pray for us.
26Greet all the Lord’s followers with a sacred kiss.
27 I order you in the Lord’s name to have this letter read to all the brethren.
28May the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the
Thessalonians

Introduction
1 To the Thessalonian church in union with God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,

From Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
2May God, the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace.

The Apostle and his Converts
3 Friends, it is our duty always to thank God about you, as is but right, considering the

wonderful growthof your faith, andbecause,without exception, your love for oneanother
is continually increasing.

4 So much is this the case that we ourselves speak with pride, before the churches of
God, of the patience and faith which you have shown, in spite of all the persecutions and
troubles that you are enduring.

5These persecutions will vindicate the justice of God’s judgment, andwill result in your
being reckoned worthy of God’s kingdom, for the sake of which you are now suffering;

6 since God deems it just to inflict suffering on those who are now inflicting suffering on
you,

7and to give relief to youwho are suffering, as well as to us, at the appearing of the Lord
Jesus from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire.

8 Then he will inflict punishment on those who refuse to know God, and on those who
turn a deaf ear to the good news of Jesus, our Lord.

9Theywill pay the penalty of unutterable ruin – banished from the presence of the Lord
and from the glorious manifestation of his might,

10whenhe comes tobehonoured inhis people, and tobe revered inallwhohave learned
to believe in him (for you also believed our testimony) – as he will be on that day.

11With this in view, our constant prayer for you is that our Godmay count youworthy of
the call that you have received, and by his powermake perfect your delight in all goodness
and the efforts that have resulted from your faith.

12 Then, in the loving kindness of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ, will the name of
Jesus, our Lord, be honoured in you, and you in him.

2
Events thatmust precede the Lord’s Coming

1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our being gathered to meet him, we beg
you, friends,

2not lightly to let yourminds becomeunsettled or disturbed by any revelation, or by any
message or letter purporting to come fromus, to the effect that the day of the Lord is come.

3Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way. For it will not come before the final rebellion
against God, when lawlessness is revealed in human form, headed for destruction.

4He is the adversary of everything that is spoken of as a god or as an object of worship,
enthroning himself in God”s Temple claiming to be God!

5Don’t you remember how, when I was with you, I used to speak to you of all this?
6 And you know now what the restraining influence is which prevents his appearing

before his appointed time.
7 Wickedness, indeed, is already at work in secret, but only until he who at present

restrains it is removed out of the way.
8Then the lawless person will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will destroy him with the

breath of his mouth, annihilate him by the splendour of his coming.
9When the lawless person comes, there will be great activity on the part of Satan, in the

form of all kinds of deceptive miracles, signs, and marvels, as well as of wicked attempts
to delude –

10 to the ruin of those who are on the path to destruction, because they have never
received and loved the truth to their own salvation.

11That iswhyGodplaces themunder the influenceof adelusion, to cause themtobelieve
a lie;

12 so that sentencemay be passed on all thosewho refuse to believe the truth, but delight
in wickedness.
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13 But, friends, whom the Lord loves, it is our duty always to thank God about you, for,
from the first, God chose you for salvation through the purifying influence of the Spirit,
and your belief in the truth.

14To this you were called by the good news which we brought you, to attain to the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 Stand firm then, friends, and hold fast to the truths that we taught you, whether by
word or by letter.

16And may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and, in his
loving kindness, gave us unfailing consolation and good ground for hope,

17 console your hearts, and strengthen you to do and to say all that is right.

3
Conclusion

1 In conclusion, friends, pray for us – pray that the Lord’s message may spread rapidly,
and be received everywhere with honour, as it was among you;

2 and that we may be preserved from wrong-headed and wicked people – for it is not
everyone who believes in Christ.

3But the Lord will not fail you. He will give you strength, and guard you from evil.
4Yes, and the confidence that our unionwith the Lord enables us to place in you leads us

to believe that you are doing, and will do, what we direct you.
5May the Lord bring you to the love of God, and to the patience of the Christ.
6We beg you, friends, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to avoid any follower who

is living an ill-ordered life, which is not in agreement with the teaching that you received
from us.

7For you knowwell that you ought to follow our example. Whenwewere with you, our
life was not ill-ordered,

8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it. Night and day, labouring and
toiling, we used to work at our trades, so as not to be a burden on any of you.

9This was not because we had not a right to receive support, but our object was to give
you a pattern for you to copy.

10 Indeed, when we were with you, the rule we laid down was – “Whoever does not
choose to work will not get to eat.”

11We hear that there are among you people who are living ill-ordered lives, and who,
instead of attending to their own business, are mere busybodies.

12 All such people we beg, and implore, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to attend
quietly to their business, and earn their own living.

13You, friends, must not growweary of doing what is right.
14 If anyone disregardswhatwehave said in this letter, take note of themand avoid their

company, so that theymay feel ashamed.
15Yetdonot thinkof themasanenemy, but caution themasyouwouldabrotheror sister.
16May the Lord, fromwhom all peace comes, himself give you his peace at all times and

in all ways. May he be with you all.
17 I, Paul, add this greeting inmyownhandwriting. It ismy signature to every letter. This

is how I write.
18May the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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Paul’s First Letter to
Timothy

Introduction
1FromPaul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the appointment ofGod, our Saviour, andChrist

Jesus, our hope.
2To Timothy, my true child in the faith: May God, the Father, and Christ Jesus, our Lord,

bless you, and bemerciful to you, and give you peace.

3 I beg you, as I did when I was onmyway intoMacedonia, to remain at Ephesus; so that
youmay instruct certain people there not to teach new and strange doctrines,

4 nor to devote their attention to legends and interminable genealogies, which tend to
give rise to argument rather than to further that divine planwhich is revealed in the faith.

5 The object of all instruction is to call forth that love which comes from a pure heart, a
clear conscience, and a sincere faith.

6And it is because theyhavenot aimedat these things that the attentionof certainpeople
has been diverted to unprofitable subjects.

7They want to be teachers of the Law, and yet do not understand either the words they
use, or the subjects on which they speak so confidently.

8We know, of course, that the Law is excellent, when used legitimately,
9byonewho recognises that lawswerenotmade for goodpeople, but for the lawless and

disorderly, for irreligious andwickedpeople, for thosewhoare irreverent andprofane, for
those who ill-treat their fathers or mothers, for murderers,

10 for the immoral, for perverts, for slave traders, for liars, for perjurers, and for
whatever else is opposed to sound Christian teaching –

11 as is taught in the glorious good news of the ever-blessed God, with which I was
entrusted.

12 I am thankful to Christ Jesus, our Lord, who has beenmy strength, for showing that he
thought meworthy of trust by appointingme to his ministry,

13 though I onceused toblaspheme, and topersecute, and to insult. Yetmercywas shown
me, because I acted in ignorance, while still an unbeliever;

14 and the loving kindness of our Lord was boundless, and filled me with that faith and
love which come from union with Christ Jesus.

15How true the saying is, and worthy of the fullest acceptance, that “Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners”! And there is no greater sinner than I!

16 Yet mercy was shown me for the express purpose that Christ Jesus might exhibit in
my case, beyond all others, his exhaustless patience, as an example for those who were
afterwards to believe on him and attain eternal life.

17 To the eternal King, ever-living, invisible, the one God, be ascribed honour and glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

18This, then, is the charge that I lay on you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with what
was predicted of you – Fight the good fight in the spirit of those predictions,

19with faith, and with a clear conscience; and it is because they have thrust this aside,
that, as regards the faith, some have wrecked their lives.

20Hymenaeus and Alexander are instances – themenwhom I delivered over to Satan so
that theymight be taught not to blaspheme.

2
General Directions on ChurchMatters

1 First of all, then, I ask that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings should
be offered for everyone,

2especially for kings and all who are in high positions, in order that wemay lead a quiet
and peaceful life in a deeply religious and reverent spirit.

3This will be good and acceptable in the eyes of God, our Saviour,
4whosewill is that everyone should be saved, and attain to a full knowledge of the truth.
5There is but oneGod, andonemediatorbetweenGodandhumanity – thehuman, Christ

Jesus,
6who gave himself as a ransom on behalf of all.
This must be our testimony, as opportunities present themselves;
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7and it was for this that I wasmyself appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the
simple truth and no lie) – a teacher of the Gentiles in the faith and truth.

8My desire, then, is that it should be the custom everywhere for the men to lead the
prayers, with hands reverently uplifted, avoiding heated controversy.

9 I alsodesire thatwomenshouldadorn themselveswithappropriatedress,wornquietly
and modestly, and not with wreaths or gold ornaments for the hair, or pearls, or costly
clothing,

10but – as is proper for womenwho profess to be religious –with good actions.
11Theymust learn, listening quietly to their teachers and showing them all deference.
12 I do not consent to them becoming teachers, or exercising authority over men; they

ought to not make a fuss.
13Adamwas formed first, not Eve.
14And it was not Adamwhowas deceived; it was thewomanwhowas entirely deceived

and fell into sin.
15 But she will be saved by the birth of a child, if they never abandon faith, love, or

holiness, and behave withmodesty.

3
1 How true is this saying: “To aspire to be to be a supervisor in the church is to be

ambitious for a noble task.”
2The supervisor should be of blameless character; a faithful partner; living a temperate,

discreet, and well-ordered life; hospitable, and a skilful teacher,
3 not addicted to drink or brawling, but of a forbearing and peaceable disposition, and

not a lover of money;
4 they shouldprovide for their ownhouseholdwell, and their children shouldkeptunder

control and be well-behaved.
5 If someone does not know how to provide for their own household, how can they take

charge of the church of God?
6The supervisor should not be a recent convert, or theymight become blinded by pride

and fall under the same judgement as the devil.
7They should also bewell spoken of by outsiders, so that theymaynot incur censure and

so fall into the devil’s trap.
8 So, too, assistants should be serious and straightforward, not given to taking much

drink or to questionable money-making,
9but people who hold the deep truths of the faith and have a clear conscience.
10They should be tested first, and only appointed to their office if no objection is raised

against them.
11 It should be the same with the women in this office. They should be serious, not

gossips, sober, and trustworthy in all respects.
12 Assistants should be faithful partners who manage their children and their house-

holds well.
13 Those who have filled that post with honour gain for themselves an honourable

position, as well as great confidence through the faith that they place in Christ Jesus.
Special Directions to Timothy

14 I amwriting this to you, though I hope that I will come to see you before long;
15but in case I should be delayed, I want you to knowwhat your conduct ought to be in

thehousehold ofGod,which is the churchof the livingGod – the pillar and stay of the truth.
16Yes, and undeniably wonderful are the deep truths of our religion; for –

“Hewas revealed in our nature,
pronounced righteous in spirit,

seen by angels,
proclaimed among the Gentiles,

believed on in the world,
taken up into glory.”

4
1 But the Spirit distinctly says that in later times there will be some who will fall away

from the faith, and devote their attention to misleading spirits, and to the teaching of
demons,

2who will make use of the hypocrisy of lying teachers. These people’s consciences are
seared,
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3and theydiscouragemarriageandenjoinabstinence fromcertainkindsof food; though
God created these foods to be enjoyed thankfully by those who hold the faith and have
attained a full knowledge of the truth.

4EverythingcreatedbyGod isgood, and there innothing thatneedberejected –provided
only that it is received thankfully;

5 for it is consecrated by God’s blessing and by prayer.
6Put all this before the followers, andyouwill beagood servant ofChrist Jesus, sustained

by the precepts of the faith and of that good teaching by which you have guided your life.
7As for profane legends and old wives’ tales, leave them alone. Train yourself to lead a

religious life;
8 for while the training of the body is of service in some respects, religion is of service in

all, carrying with it, as it does, a promise of life both here and hereafter.
9How true that saying is and worthy of the fullest acceptance!
10With that aimwe toil and struggle, for we have set our hopes on the living God, who is

the Saviour of all, and especially of those who hold the faith.

11Remember these things in your teaching.
12Donot let anyone lookdownonyoubecause youare young, but, by your conversation,

your conduct, your love, your faith, and your purity, be an example to those who hold the
faith.

13Until I come, apply yourself to public reading, preaching, and teaching.
14 Do not neglect the divine gift within you, which was given you, amid many a

prediction, when the hands of the church elders were laid on your head.
15 Practice these things, devote yourself to them, so that your progress may be plain to

everyone.
16 Look to yourself as well as to your teaching. Persevere in this, for your doing so will

mean salvation for yourself as well as for your hearers.

5
1Donot reprimand an olderman, but pleadwith him as if hewere your father. Treat the

youngmen as brothers,
2 the older women asmothers, and the younger women as sisters –with all purity.
3 Show consideration for widows – I mean those who are really widowed.
4But, if awidowhas children or grandchildren, they should learn to showproper regard

for the members of their own family first, and to make some return to their parents; for
that is pleasing in God’s sight.

5As for the woman who is really widowed and left quite alone, her hopes are fixed on
God, and she devotes herself to prayers and supplications night and day.

6But the life of a widowwho is devoted to pleasure is a living death.
7Those are the points you should teach, so that there may be no call for your censure.
8Anyonewho fails toprovide for their ownrelatives, andespecially for thoseunder their

own roof, has disowned the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.
9Awidow,whenher name is added to the list, should not be less than sixty years old; she

should have been a faithful wife,
10and bewell spoken of for her kind actions. She should have brought up children, have

shownhospitality to strangers, havewashed the feet ofher fellowChristians, have relieved
those whowere in distress, and devoted herself to every kind of good action.

11But you should exclude the younger widows from the list; for, when they grow restive
under the yoke of the Christ, they want to marry,

12 and so they bring condemnation on themselves for having broken their previous
promise.

13And not only that, but they learn to be idle as they go about from house to house. Nor
are they merely idle, but they also become gossips and busybodies, and talk of what they
ought not.

14Therefore I advise young widows to marry, bear children, and attend to their homes,
and so avoid giving the enemy an opportunity for scandal.

15There are somewho have already left us, to follow Satan.
16Any Christian woman, who has relatives who are widows, ought to relieve them and

not allow them to become a burden to the church, so that the church may relieve those
widows who are really widowed.

17 Those church elders who fill their office well should be held deserving of especial
consideration, particularly those whose work lies in preaching and teaching.
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18The words of scripture are –
“You should not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain.”

and again –
“Theworker is worth their wages.”
19Do not entertain a charge against an church elder, unless it is supported by two or three
witnesses;
20but rebuke offenders publicly, so that others may take warning.
21 I charge you solemnly, before God and Christ Jesus and the chosen angels, to carry out
these directions, unswayed by prejudice, never acting with partiality.
22Never ordain anyone hastily, and take no part in the wrongdoing of others. Keep your
life pure.
23 Do not continue to drink water only, but take a little wine because of the weakness of
your stomach, and your frequent ailments.
24There are somepeoplewhose sins are conspicuous and lead on to judgment, while there
are others whose sins dog their steps.
25 In the same way noble deeds become conspicuous, and those which are otherwise
cannot be concealed.

6
1 All who are in the position of slaves should regard their masters as deserving of the

greatest respect, so that the name of God, and our teaching, may not bemaligned.
2Those who have Christian masters should not think less of them because they are also

followers of Christ, but on the contrary they should serve themall the better, because those
who are to benefit by their good work are dear to them as their fellow Christians.

Conclusion Those are the things to insist on in your teaching.
3 Anyone who teaches otherwise, and refuses their assent to sound instruction – the

instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ – and to the teaching of religion,
4 is puffedupwith conceit, not really knowing anything, but having amorbid craving for

discussionsandarguments. Such thingsonly give rise to envy, quarrelling, recriminations,
base suspicions,

5 and incessant wrangling on the part of these corrupt-minded people who have lost all
hold on the truth, and who think of religion only as a source of gain.

6Of course religion is a great source of gain –when combined with contentment!
7For we brought nothing into the world, because we cannot even carry anything out of

it.
8 So, with food and shelter, we will be content.
9Thosewhowant to be rich fall into the net of temptation, and become the prey ofmany

foolish and harmful ambitions, which plunge people into destruction and ruin.
10 Love of money is a source of all kinds of evil; and in their eagerness to be rich some

havewandered away from the faith, and have been pierced to the heart bymany a regret.
11 But you must, servant of God, avoid all this. Aim at righteousness, piety, faith, love,

endurance, gentleness.
12Run the great race of the faith, andwin the eternal life. Itwas for this that you received

the call, and, in the presence of many witnesses, made the great profession of faith.
13 I beg you, as in the sight of God, the source of all life, and of Christ Jesus who before

Pontius Pilate made the great profession of faith –
14 I implore you to keep his command free from stain or reproach, until the appearing of

our Lord Jesus Christ.
15This will be brought about in his own time by the one ever-blessed Potentate, the king

of all kings and Lord of all lords,
16who alone is possessed of immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no

onehas ever seenor ever can see – towhombeascribedhonour andpower for ever. Amen.
17Teach those who are wealthy in this life not to pride themselves, or fix their hopes, on

so uncertain a thing as wealth, but on God, who gives us a wealth of enjoyment on every
side.

18Teach them to show kindness, to exhibit a wealth of good actions, to be open-handed
and generous,

19storingup for themselveswhat in the futurewill prove to be a good foundation, so that
theymay gain the only true life.

20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you. Avoid the profane prattle and
contradictions of what somemiscall “theology,”
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21 for there are thosewho, while asserting their proficiency in it, have yet, as regards the
faith, gone altogether astray.

God bless you all.
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Paul’s Second Letter to
Timothy

Introduction
1FromPaulwho, by thewill of God, is an apostle of Christ Jesus, charged to proclaim the

life that comes from union with Christ Jesus,
2 to Timothy, my dear child: may God, the Father, and Christ Jesus, our Lord, bless you,

and bemerciful to you, and give you peace.

3 I am thankful to God, whom I serve, asmy ancestors did, with a clear conscience, when
I remember you, as I never fail to do, in my prayers – night and day alike,

4as I think of your tears, longing to see you, that my happiness may be completed,
5now that I have been reminded of the sincere faith that youhave shown. That faithwas

seen first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and is now, I am convinced,
in you also.

6 And that is my reason for reminding you to stir into flame that gift of God, which is
yours through your ordination at my hands.

7 For the Spirit which God gave us was not a spirit of cowardice, but a spirit of power,
love, and self-control.

8Do not, therefore, be ashamed of the testimony which we have to bear to our Lord, or
of me imprisoned for his sake; but join with me in suffering for the good news, as far as
God enables you.

9 It was God who saved us, and from himwe received our solemn call – not as a reward
for anything that we had done, but in fulfilment of his own loving purpose. For that love
was extended to us, through Christ Jesus, before time began,

10and has now beenmade apparent through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus;
who has made an end of death, and has brought life and immortality to light by that good
news,

11of which I wasmyself appointed a herald, apostle, and teacher.
12That is why I amundergoing these sufferings; yet I feel no shame, for I know inwhom

Ihave putmy faith, and amconvinced that he is able to guardwhat I have entrusted to him
until that day.

13Keep before you, as an example of sound teaching, all that you learnt fromme as you
listened with that faith and love which come from union with Christ Jesus.

14Guard by the help of the Holy Spirit, who is within us, the glorious trust that has been
committed to you.

15 You know, of course, that all our friends in Roman Asia turned their backs on me,
including Phygellus and Hermogenes.

16May the Lord showmercy to the household of Onesiphorus; for he often cheered me
andwas not ashamed of my chains.

17On the contrary, when he arrived in Rome, he sought eagerly for me until he found
me.

18The Lord grant that hemay findmercy at the hands of the Lord on that day. Themany
services that he rendered at Ephesus you have the best means of knowing.

2
Injunctions to Timothy

1 You must, then, my child, find strength in the help which comes from the union with
Christ Jesus;

2 and what you learnt from me, in the presence of many listeners, entrust to reliable
people, who will be able in their turn to teach others.

3 Share hardships withme, as a true soldier of Christ Jesus.
4 A soldier on active service, to please his superior officer, always avoids entangling

himself in the affairs of ordinary life.
5No athlete is ever awarded the wreath of victory unless they have kept the rules.
6 The labourer who does the work should be the first to receive a share of the fruits of

the earth.
7Reflect on what I say; the Lord will always help you to understand.
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8 Keep before your mind Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David, as
told in the good news entrusted to me;

9 in the service of which I am suffering hardships, even to being put in fetters as a
criminal. But themessage of God is not fettered;

10and that is why I submit to anything for the sake of God’s people: so that they alsomay
obtain the salvation which comes from union with Christ Jesus, and imperishable glory.

11How true this saying is – “If we have shared his death, we will also share his life.
12 If we continue to endure, wewill also share his throne. If we should ever disown him,

he, too, will disown us.
13 If we lose our trust, he is still to be trusted, for he cannot be false to himself!”
14 Remind people of all this; tell them solemnly, as in the sight of God, to avoid

controversy, a useless thing and the ruin of those who listen to it.
15Do your utmost to show yourself true to God, a worker with no reason to be ashamed,

accurate in delivering themessage of the truth.
16Avoid profane prattle. Those who indulge in it only get deeper into irreligious ways,
17and their teaching will spread like a cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are instances of

this.
18 They have gone completely astray as regards the truth; they say that a resurrection

has already taken place, and so upset some people’s faith.
19Yet God’s firm foundation still stands unmoved, and it bears this inscription –

“THE LORD KNOWS THOSEWHOARE HIS”;
and this –
“LET ALL THOSEWHOUSE THE NAME OF THE LORD TURN AWAY FROMWICKEDNESS.”
20Now in a large house there are not only things of gold and silver, but also others of wood
and earthenware, some for better and some for common use.
21 If, then, a personhas escaped from thepollution of such errors as I havementioned, they
will be like a thingkept for better use, set apart, serviceable to its owner, ready for anygood
purpose.
22Flee from the passions of youth, but pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, in the
company of those who, with a pure heart, invoke the Lord.
23 Shun foolish and ignorant discussions, for you know that they only breed quarrels;
24 and a servant of the Lord should never quarrel. They ought, on the contrary, to be
courteous to everyone, skilful teachers, and forbearing.
25They should instruct their opponents in a gentle spirit; for, possibly, Godmay give those
opponents a repentance that will lead to a fuller knowledge of truth,
26and theymay yet come to a sobermind, and escape from the devil’s net, when captured
by the Lord’s servant to do the will of God.

3
1Be sure of this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
2 People will be selfish, mercenary, boastful, haughty, and blasphemous; disobedient to

their parents, ungrateful, impure,
3 incapable of affection, merciless, slanderous, wanting in self-control, brutal, careless

of the right,
4 treacherous, reckless, and puffedupwith pride; theywill love pleasuremore than they

love God;
5 and while they retain the outward form of religion, they will not allow it to influence

them. Turn your back on such people as these.
6 For among them are to be found those who creep into homes and captivate weak

women –womenwho, loaded with sins, and slaves to all kinds of passions,
7are always learning, and yet never able to attain to a real knowledge of the truth.
8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposedMoses, so do these people, in their turn, oppose the

truth. Their minds are corrupted, and, as regards the faith, they are utterly worthless.
9 They will not, however, make further progress; for their wicked folly will be plain to

everyone, just as the folly Jannes and Jambres was.
10But you, Timothy, were a close observer ofmy teaching,my conduct, my purposes, my

faith, my forbearance, my love, andmy patient endurance,
11 as well as of my persecutions, and of the sufferings which I met with at Antioch,

Iconium, and Lystra. You knowwhat persecutions I underwent; and yet the Lord brought
me safe out of all!
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12 Yes, and all who aim at living a religious life in union with Christ Jesus will have to
suffer persecution;

13 but wicked people and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving others and
deceived themselves.

14You, however,must standbywhat you learnt andacceptedas true. Youknowwho they
were fromwhom you learnt it;

15 and that, from your childhood, you have known the sacred writings, which can give
you the wisdom that, through belief in Christ Jesus, leads to salvation.

16 All scripture is God-breathed: helpful for teaching, for refuting error, for giving
guidance, and for training others in righteousness;

17 so that God’s people may be capable and equipped for good work of every kind.

4
1 I solemnly charge you – in the sight of God and of Christ Jesus, who will one day judge

the living and the dead – I charge you by his appearing and by his kingdom:
2 Proclaim the message, be ready in season and out of season, convince, rebuke,

encourage, never failing to instruct with forbearance.
3 For a time will come when people will not tolerate sound teaching. They will follow

their ownwishes, and, in their itching fornovelty, procure themselves a crowdof teachers.
4They will turn a deaf ear to the truth, and give their attention to legends instead.
5 But you, Timothy, must always be temperate. Face hardships; do the work of a

missionary; discharge all the duties of your office.
6As for me, my life blood is already being poured out; the time of my departure is close

at hand.
7 I have run the great race; I have finished the course; I have kept the faith.
8Andnow the crownof righteousness awaitsme,which theLord, the just judge,will give

me on that day – and not only to me, but to all who have loved his appearing.
Conclusion

9Do your utmost to come tome soon,
10 for Demas, in his love for the world, has deserted me. He has gone to Thessalonica,

Crescens to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.
11There is no one but Lukewithme. Pick upMark on yourway, and bring himwith you,

for he is useful to me inmywork.
12 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
13 Bring with you, when you come, the cloak which I left at Troas with Carpus, and the

books, especially the parchments.
14Alexander, the coppersmith, showed much ill feeling towards me. The Lord will give

himwhat his actions deserve.
15Youmust also be onyour guard against him, for he is strongly opposed to our teaching.
16At my first trial no one stood by me. They all deserted me. May it never be counted

against them!
17 But the Lord came to my help and strengthened me, in order that, through me, the

proclamation should be made so widely that all the Gentiles should hear it; and I was
rescued out of the lion’s mouth.

18 The Lord will rescue me from all evil, and bring me safe into his Heavenly kingdom.
All glory to him for ever and ever! Amen.

19Givemy greeting to Prisca and Aquila, and to the household of Onesiphorus.
20Erastus remained at Corinth, and I left Thophimus ill at Miletus.
21Do your utmost to come before winter. Eubulus, Pudens, Linus and Claudia send you

their greetings, and so do the rest of the Lord’s followers.
22May the Lord be with your soul. God bless you all.
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Paul’s Letter to
Titus

Introduction
1 From Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, on behalf of the faith of

God’s chosen people, and their knowledge of that truth whichmakes for godliness
2 – and is based on the hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before

the ages began,
3 and has revealed at his own time in his message, with the preaching of which I was

entrusted by the command of God our Saviour.
4 To Titus, my true child in our shared faith: May God, the Father, and Christ Jesus, our

Saviour, bless you and give you peace.
Mission of Titus in Crete

5My reason for leaving you in Crete was that youmight put in order what had been left
unfinished, and appoint church elders in the various towns, as I myself directed you.

6 They are to be of irreproachable character, faithful to their partners, whose children
are believers in Christ and have never been open to the charge of being wild or unruly.

7For a supervisor, as God’s steward, ought to be of blameless character – not arrogant or
quick-tempered, not given to drunkeness, violence or shadymoney-making.

8 Instead, they should be hospitable, love what is good, self-controlled, upright, people
of holy life and disciplined,

9 holding firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught – so that they may be
able to encourage others by sound teaching, as well as to refute those who contradict it.

10For there aremanyundisciplined personswho lead others astraywith their nonsense,
especially those of the group advocating the necessity of circumcision.

11 They need to be kept quiet as they disrupt whole households by teaching what they
ought not to teach, simply to make shameful financial gain.

12 It was a Cretan – one of their own prophets –who said: “Cretans are always liars, evil
beasts, and lazy gluttons.” This statement is true.

13Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that theymay be sound in the faith,
14andmaypaynoattention to Jewish legends, or to thedirections of thosewho turn their

backs on the truth.
15To those whose minds are pure, all things are ritually pure, but to those whose minds

are tainted and unbelieving nothing is pure, as their minds and consciences are alike
polluted.

16They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable and
disobedient and useless for any good work.

2
1Youhowever, should speak of such subjects as properly have a place in sound teaching.
2Teach that the oldermen should be soberly clearminded, dignified and self-controlled

– sound in faith, love, and patient endurance.
3 So, too, that the older women should live reverent lives, not slanderers, not slaves to

excessive drinking.
4Theyshould teachwhat is good, soas to train theyoungerwomento love theirhusbands

and children,
5 and to be self-controlled, pure-minded, to be watching over their home, to be kind,

respecting the authority of their husbands, so that no one will speak badly of God’s
message.

6 In the samewaywith the younger men – encourage them to be self-controlled.
7 In all things, set an example of doing good. In your teaching, show integrity and

seriousness –
8 let the instruction that yougivebe soundandabove reproach, so that thosewhooppose

youmay be ashamedwhen they fail to find anything bad to say about us.
9Tell slaves to respect their owner’s authority in all circumstances, and to try their best

to please them.
10 Teach them not to contradict or to pilfer, but to show such praiseworthy fidelity in

everything, as to recommend the teaching about God our Saviour by all that they do.



Titus 2:11 436 Titus 3:15

11For the loving kindness of God has been revealed, bringing salvation for all,
12 leading us to renounce ungodliness and worldly desires, and to live self-controlled,

upright, and godly lives here in this present age,
13while awaiting our blessed hope – the appearing in glory of our great God and Saviour,

Christ Jesus.
14For he gave himself on our behalf, to deliver us from all wickedness, and to purify for

himself a people who should be truly his own and eager to do good.
15 Tell them of all this, and encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone

belittle you.

3
1Remind them to respect and obey the rulers and authorities, to be ready for every kind

of good work, to slander no one, to avoid quarrelling,
2 to be reasonable, and under all circumstances to show a gentle spirit with all.
3There was a time when we ourselves were foolish, disobedient, misled, enslaved to all

kinds of desires and pleasures, living inmalice and envy, hating ourselves and hating one
another.

4 But, when the kindness of God our Saviour and his love for humanity appeared, he
saved us,

5 not as the result of any righteous actions that we had done, but due to his mercy. He
saved us though the washing of rebirth and renewal by the power of the Holy Spirit,

6which he poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour –
7 so that, having been put right with God through his grace, we become heirs to the hope

of eternal life.
8 This saying is trustworthy! And it is on these subjects that I want you to lay special

emphasis, so that those who have learned to trust in God may be careful to devote
themselves to doing good. Such subjects are excellent in themselves, and of benefit to all.

9Buthavenothing todowith foolish controversies, orwithgenealogies, orwithquarrels,
or fights about the Law. They are useless and futile.

10 If someone is causing divisions among you then, after giving them a second warning,
excuse yourself from them.

11 You can be sure that such a person has forsaken the truth and is in the wrong. They
stand self-condemned.

Conclusion
12 As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, join me as quickly as possible at

Nicopolis, for I have arranged to spend the winter there.
13Do your best to help Zenas, the teacher of the Law, and Apollos, on their way, and see

that they want for nothing.
14 Let all our people learn to devote themselves to doing good, so as to meet the most

pressing needs, and that their lives may not be unfruitful.
15All who are with me here send you their greeting. Give my greeting to our friends in

the faith.

God bless you all.
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Paul’s Letter to
Philemon

Introduction
1From Paul, now a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and from Timothy, a fellow follower of the

Lord.
2 To our dear friend and fellow worker Philemon, to our sister Apphia, to our fellow

soldier Archippus; and to the church that meets at Philemon’s house;
3may God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace.
Request regarding runaway slave

4 I always mention you inmy prayers and thank God for you,
5because I hear of the love and the faith which you show, not only to the Lord Jesus, but

also to all his people;
6 and I pray that your participation in the faith may result in action, as you come to a

fuller realisation of everything that is good and Christlike in us.
7 I have indeed found great joy and encouragement in your love, knowing, as I do, how

the hearts of Christ’s people have been cheered, friend, by you.
8 And so, though my union with Christ enables me, with all confidence, to dictate the

course that you should adopt,
9 yet the claims of love make me prefer to plead with you – yes, even me, Paul, though I

am an ambassador for Christ Jesus and, now a prisoner for him as well.
10 I pleadwithyou for this childofmine,Onesimus, towhom, inmyprison, Ihavebecome

a father.
11Once he was of little service to you, but now he has become of great service, not only

to you, but to me as well;
12 and I am sending him back to you with this letter – though it is like tearing out of my

heart.
13Formy own sake I should like to keep himwithme, so that, while I am in prison for the

good news, hemight attend to mywants on your behalf.
14But I do notwish to do anythingwithout your consent, because Iwant your generosity

to be voluntary and not, as it were, compulsory.
15 Itmaybe that hewas separated fromyou for anhour, for this reason, so that youmight

have him back for ever,
16 no longer as a slave, but as something better – a dearly loved friend and follower of

the Lord, especially dear tome, and howmuchmore so to you, not only as a person, but as
your fellow Christian!

17 If, then, you count me your friend, receive him as you wouldme.
18 If he has caused you any loss, or owes you anything, charge it to me.
19 I, Paul, putmy ownhand to it – I will repay youmyself. I say nothing about your owing

me your self.
20 Yes, friend, let me gain something from you because of your union with the Lord.

Cheer my heart by your Christlike spirit.
21Even as I write, I have such confidence in your compliance with my wishes, that I am

sure that you will do evenmore than I am asking.
22Please also get a lodging ready for me, for I hope that I will be given back to you all in

answer to your prayers.
Messages and Blessing

23Epaphras, who is my fellow prisoner for Christ Jesus, sends you his greeting;
24andMarcus, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellowworkers, send theirs.
25May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ rest on your souls.
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The Letter to the
Hebrews

Christ theMediator
1 God, who, of old, at many times and in many ways, spoke to our ancestors, by the

prophets,
2has in these latterdays spoken tousby theSon,whomheappointed theheirofall things,

and through whom hemade the universe.
3 For he is the radiance of the glory of God and the expression of his being, upholding

all creation by the power of his word; and, when he hadmade an expiation for the sins of
humanity, he took his seat at the right hand of God’s Majesty on high,

4 having shown himself as much greater than the angels as the name that he has
inherited surpasses theirs.

5For to which of the angels did God ever say –
“You aremy Son; this day I have become your Father”?

or again –
“I will be to him a Father, and he will be to me a Son”?
6And again, when God brought the firstborn into the world, he said –
“Let all the angels of God bow down before him.”
7 Speaking of the angels, he said –
“Hemakes the winds his angels

and the flames of fire his servants”;
8while of the Son he said –
“God is your throne for ever and ever;

the sceptre of his kingdom is the sceptre of Justice;
9You love righteousness and hates iniquity;

therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the festal oil more abundantly than
your peers.”

10Again –
“You, Lord, in the beginning did lay the foundation of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands.

11They will perish, but you remain;
as a garment they will all grow old;
12As amantle you will fold them up,
and as a garment they will be changed,

but you are the same, and your years will know no end.”
13To which of the angels has God ever said –
“Sit you at my right hand

until I put your enemies as a stool for your feet”?
14 Are not all the angels spirits in the service of God, sent out to minister for the sake of
those who are destined to obtain salvation?

2
1Thereforewemust give stillmoreheed towhatwewere taught, sowedonot drift away.
2 For, if the message which was delivered by angels had its authority confirmed, so that

every offence against it, or neglect of it, met with a fitting requital,
3how canwe, of all people, expect to escape, if we disregard so great a salvation? It was

the Master who at the outset spoke of this salvation, and its authority was confirmed for
us by those who heard him,

4while God himself added his testimony to it by signs, andmarvels, andmany different
miracles, as well as by imparting the Holy Spirit as he saw fit.

5God has not given to angels the control of that future world of which we are speaking!
6No; a writer has declared somewhere –

“What are meremortals that you should remember them?
Or human beings that you should care for them?

7You havemade them, for a while, lower than angels;
with glory and honour you have crowned them;

you have set them over all that your hands havemade;
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8you have placed all things beneath their feet.”

This “placing of everything”under humanitymeans that therewas nothingwhichwas not
placed under them. As yet, however, we do not see everything placed under humanity.
9 What our eyes do see is Jesus, who was made for a while lower than angels, now,
because of his sufferings and death, crowned with glory and honour; so that his tasting
the bitterness of death should, in God’s loving kindness, be on behalf of all humanity.
10 It was, indeed, fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, should,
when leading many children to glory, make the author of their salvation perfect through
suffering.
11For he who purifies, and those whom he purifies, all spring from One; and therefore he
is not ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters.
12He says –
“I will tell of your name tomy brothers and sisters,
in themidst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
13And again –
“As for me, I will put my trust in God.”

And yet again –
“See, here am I and the children whomGod gaveme.”
14Therefore, sincehumannature is the commonheritage of the children, Jesus also shared
it, in order that by death he might render powerless him whose power lies in death – that
is, the devil –
15 and so might deliver all those who, from fear of death, had all their lives been living in
slavery.
16 It was not, surely, to the help of the angels that Jesus came, but to the help of the
descendants of Abraham.
17And consequently it was necessary that he should in all points bemade like his brothers
and sisters, in order that he might prove a merciful as well as a faithful high priest in
humanity’s relations with God, for the purpose of expiating the sins of his people.
18 The fact that he himself suffered under temptation enables him to help those who are
tempted.

3
1Therefore,myChristian friends, youwho, all alike, have received the call fromheaven,

fix your attention on Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our religion.
2Seehowfaithfulhewas to theGodwhoappointedhim, asMoseswas in thewholehouse

of God.
3Hehas been deemedworthy of far higher honour thanMoses, just as the founder of the

house is held in greater regard than the house itself.
4For every house has its founder, and the founder of the universe is God.
5While the faithful service of Moses in the whole house of God was that of a servant,

whose duty was to bear testimony to amessage still to come,
6 the faithfulness of Christ was that of a son set over the house of God. And we are his

house – if onlywe retain, unshaken to the end, the courage and confidence inspired by our
hope.

7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says –
“If today you hear God’s voice,
8harden not your hearts, as when Israel provokedme

on the day when they triedmy patience in the desert,
9Where your ancestors triedmy forbearance,

and sawmymighty deeds for forty years.
10Therefore I was sorely vexed with that generation,
and I said – ‘Their hearts are always straying;

they have never learnedmyways’;
11While inmywrath I swore –

‘They will never enter uponmy rest.’ ”
12 Be careful, friends, that there is never found in anyone of you a wicked and faithless
heart, shown by that person separating themselves from the living God.
13Rather encourage one another daily –while there is a today – to prevent anyone among
you from being hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
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14 For we now all share in the Christ, if indeed we retain, unshaken to the end, the
confidence that we had at the first.
15To use the words of scripture –
“If today you hear God’s voice,
harden not your hearts, as when Israel provokedme.”
16Who were they who heard God speak and yet provoked him? Were not they all those
who left Egypt under the leadership of Moses?
17And with whomwas it that God was sorely vexed for forty years? Was not it with those
who had sinned, and who fell dead in the desert?
18And who were they to whom God swore that they should not enter upon his rest, if not
those who had proved faithless?
19We see, then, that they failed to enter upon it because of their want of faith.

4
1We must, therefore, be very careful, though there is a promise still standing that we

will enter upon God’s rest, that none of you even appear to havemissed it.
2 For we have had the good news told us just as they had. But the message which they

heard did them no good, since they did not share the faith of those who were attentive to
it.

3Upon that rest we who have believed are now entering. As God has said –
“In mywrath I swore –

‘They will never enter uponmy rest;’ ”

Although God’s work was finished at the creation of the world;
4 for, in a passage referring to the seventh day, you will find these words –
“God rested on the seventh day after all his work.”
5On the other hand, we read in that passage –
“They will never enter uponmy rest.”
6 Since, then, there is still a promise that some will enter upon this rest, and since those
whowere first told the good news did not enter upon it, because of their disbelief,
7again God fixed a day. “Today,” he said, speaking after a long interval through themouth
of David, in the passage already quoted –
“If today you hear God’s voice
harden not your hearts.”
8Now if Joshua had given “rest” to the people, God would not have spoken of another and
later day.
9There is, then, a Sabbath rest still awaiting God’s people.
10 For the person who enters upon God’s rest do themselves rest after their work, just as
God did.
11Let us, therefore,make every effort to enterupon that rest, so that noneof us fall through
such disbelief as that of which we have had an example.
12God’s message is a living and active power, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
its way until it penetrates soul and spirit – not the joints only but the marrow – and
detecting the inmost thoughts and purposes of themind.
13There is no created thing that canhide itself from the sight of God. Everything is exposed
and laid bare before the eyes of him to whomwe have to give account.

14We have, then, in Jesus, the Son of God, a great high priest who has passed into the
highest heaven; let us, therefore, hold fast to the faith which we have professed.

15Our high priest is not one unable to sympathisewith ourweaknesses, but onewhohas
in every way been tempted, exactly as we have been, but without sinning.

16 Therefore, let us draw near boldly to the throne of love, to find pity and love for the
hour of need.

5
1Every high priest, taken fromamong the people, is appointed as their representative in

their relations with God, to offer both gifts and sacrifices in expiation of sins.
2And he is able to sympathise with the ignorant and deluded, since he is himself subject

to weakness,
3 and is therefore bound to offer sacrifices for sins, not only for the people, but equally

so for himself.
4Nor does anyone take that high office on themselves, until they have been called to do

so by God, as Aaron was.
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5 In the same way, even the Christ did not take the honour of the high priesthood on
himself, but he was appointed by himwho said to him –
“You aremy Son; this day I have become your Father”;
6and on another occasion also –
“You are a priest for all time of the order of Melchizedek.”
7 Jesus, in the days of his earthly life, offered prayers and supplications, with earnest cries
andwith tears, to himwhowas able to save him from death; and hewas heard because of
his devout submission.
8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from his sufferings;
9 and, being made perfect, he became to all those who obey him the source of eternal
salvation,
10while God himself pronounced him a high priest of the order of Melchizedek.

11Now on this subject I have much to say, but it is difficult to explain it to you, because
you have shown yourselves so slow to learn.

12 For whereas, considering the time that has elapsed, you ought to be teaching others,
you still need someone to teach you the alphabet of the divine revelation, and need again
to be fed withmilk instead of with “solid food.”

13Foreveryonewhostill has to takemilkknowsnothingof the teachingof righteousness;
they are amere infant.

14 But solid food is for Christians of mature faith – those whose faculties have been
trained by practice to distinguish right fromwrong.

6
1Therefore, let us leave behind the elementary teaching about the Christ and press on to

perfection, not always layingover again a foundationof repentance for a lifeless formality,
of faith in God –

2 teaching concerning baptisms and the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead
and a final judgment.

3Yes and, with God’s help, we will.
4For if those who were once for all brought into the light, and learned to appreciate the

gift from heaven, and came to share in the Holy Spirit,
5and learned to appreciate the beauty of the divinemessage, and the new powers of the

coming age –
6 if those, I say, fell away, it would be impossible to bring them again to repentance; they

would be crucifying the Son of God over again for themselves, and exposing him to open
contempt.

7 Ground that drinks in the showers that from time to time fall on it, and produces
vegetation useful to those for whom it is tilled, receives a blessing from God;

8 but, if it bears thorns and thistles, it is regarded as worthless, it is in danger of being
cursed, and its end will be the fire.

9 But about you, dear friends, even though we speak in this way, we are confident of
better things – of things that point to your salvation.

10 For God is not unjust; he will not forget the work that you did, and the love that you
showed for his name, in sending help to your fellow Christians – as you are still doing.

11But our great desire is that every one of you should be equally earnest to attain to a full
conviction that our hope will be fulfilled, and that you should keep that hope to the end.

12Then youwill not showyourselves slow to learn, but youwill copy thosewho, through
faith and patience, are now entering upon the enjoyment of God’s promises.

13When God gave his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater by whom he
could swear, he swore by himself.

14His words were –
“I will assuredly bless you and increase your numbers.”
15And so, after patiently waiting, Abraham obtained the fulfilment of God’s promise.
16 People, of course, swear by what is greater than themselves, and with them an oath is
accepted as putting amatter beyond all dispute.
17AndthereforeGod, inhisdesire to show,withunmistakableplainness, to thosewhowere
to enter on the enjoyment of what he had promised, the unchangeableness of his purpose,
bound himself with an oath.
18Forhe intendedus tofindgreat encouragement in these twounchangeable things,which
make it impossible for God to prove false –we, Imean, who fled for safetywherewemight
lay hold on the hope set before us.
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19This hope is an anchor for our souls, secure and strong, and it reaches into the sanctuary
that lies behind the curtain,
20where Jesus, our forerunner, has entered on our behalf, after being made for all time a
high priest of the order of Melchizedek.

7
Paramount Priesthood of the Christ

1 It was this Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of the Most High God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and gave him his blessing;

2and itwas to him that Abrahamallotted a tithe of all the spoil. Themeaning of his name
is “king of righteousness,” and besides that, he was also king of Salem, whichmeans “king
of peace.”

3There is no record of his father, ormother, or lineage, nor again of any beginning of his
days, or end of his life. In this he resembles the Son of God, and stands before us as a priest
whose priesthood is continuous.

4 Consider, then the importance of this Melchizedek, to whom even the patriarch
Abraham himself gave a tithe of the choicest spoils.

5Those descendants of Levi, who are from time to time appointed to the priesthood, are
directed to collect tithes from the people in accordance with the Law – that is from their
own kindred, although they also are descended from Abraham.

6ButMelchizedek, although not of this lineage, received tithes fromAbraham, and gave
his blessing to themanwho had God’s promises.

7Now no one can dispute that it is the superior who blesses the inferior.
8 In the one case the tithes are received by people who are mortal; in the other case by

one about whom there is the statement that his life still continues.
9Moreover, in a sense, evenLevi,who is the receiver of the tithes, has, throughAbraham,

paid tithes;
10 for Levi was still in the body of his ancestor whenMelchizedekmet Abraham.
11 If, then, perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood – and it was

under this priesthood that the people received the Law –why was it still necessary that a
priest of a different order should appear, a priest of the order of Melchizedek and not of
the order of Aaron?

12With the change of the priesthood a change of the Law became a necessity.
13Andhe ofwhomall this is said belonged to quite a different tribe, nomember ofwhich

has ever served at the altar.
14 For it is plain that our Lord had sprung from the tribe of Judah, though of that tribe

Moses said nothing about their being priests.
15All this becomes even yet plainerwhenwe remember that a new priest has appeared,

resemblingMelchizedek,
16 and that he was appointed, not under a Law regulating only earthly matters, but by

virtue of a life beyond the reach of death;
17 for that is the meaning of the declaration –

“You are for all time a priest of the order of Melchizedek.”
18On the one hand,we have the abolition of a previous regulation as being both inefficient
and useless
19 (for the Lawnever brought anything to perfection); and, on the other hand, we have the
introduction of a better hope, which enables us to draw near to God.
20 Then again, the appointment of this new priest was ratified by an oath, which is not so
with the Levitical priests,
21but his appointment was ratified by an oath, when God said to him –
“The Lord has sworn, and will not change, ‘You are a priest for all time.’ ”
22 And the oath shows the corresponding superiority of the covenant of which Jesus is
appointed the surety.
23 Again, new Levitical priests are continually being appointed, because death prevents
their remaining in office;
24but Jesus remains for all time, and therefore the priesthood that he holdswill never pass
to another.
25And that is why he is able to save perfectly those who come to God through him, living
for ever, as he does, to intercede of their behalf.

26 This was the high priest that we needed – holy, innocent, spotless, withdrawn from
sinners, exalted above the highest heaven,
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27 one who has no need to offer sacrifices daily as those high priests have, first for their
own sins, and then for those of the people. For this he did once and for all, when he offered
himself as the sacrifice.

28 The Law appoints as high priests men who are weak, but the words of God’s oath,
which was later than the Law, name the Son as, for all time, the perfect priest.

8
1To sum up what I have been saying: Such is the high priest that we have, one who has

taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God’s Majesty in heaven,
2where he serves in the sanctuary, in that true tent set up by the Lord and not byman.
3Every high priest is appointed for the purpose of offering gifts and sacrifices to God; it

follows, therefore, that this high priest must have some offering to make.
4 If hewere, however, still on earth, hewouldnot evenbeapriest, since there are already

priests who offer the gifts as the Law directs.
5 (These priests, it is true, are engaged in a service which is only a copy and shadow of

the heavenly realities, as is shown by the directions given to Moses when he was about to
construct the tent. “Look to it,” are the words, “that you make every part in accordance
with the pattern shown you on themountain.”)

6 But Jesus, as we see, has obtained a ministry as far excelling theirs, as the covenant
of which he is the intermediary, based, as it is, on better promises, excels the former
covenant.

7 If that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion for a
second.

8But, finding fault with the people, God says –
“ ‘A time is coming,’ says the Lord,

‘When I will ratify a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of
Judah –

9Not such a covenant as I made with their ancestors
on the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt.

For they did not abide by their covenant withme,
and therefore I disregarded them,’ says the Lord.

10 ‘This is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel
after those days,’ says the Lord.

‘I will impress my laws on their minds,
and will inscribe them on their hearts;

and I will be their God,
and they will be my people.

11There will be no need for anyone to instruct their fellow citizen,
or for a person to say to their relatives “Learn to know the Lord”;

for everyone will knowme,
from the lowest to the highest.

12For I will be merciful to their wrongdoings,
and I will no longer remember their sins.’ ”

13By speaking of a new covenant, God at once renders the former covenant obsolete; and
whatever becomes obsolete and loses its force is virtually annulled.

9
The NewRevelation and the Old

1 It is true that even the first covenant had its regulations for divine worship, and its
sanctuary – though only amaterial one.

2For a tentwas constructed, with an outer partwhich contained the stand for the lamps,
and the table, and the consecrated bread. This is called the sanctuary.

3The part of the tent behind the second curtain is called the inner sanctuary.
4 In it is the gold incense-altar, and the ark containing the covenant, completely covered

with gold. In the ark is a gold casket containing the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and
the tablets on which the covenant was written;

5while above it, and overshadowing the cover on which atonement was made, are the
cherubim of the presence. Now is not the time to discuss these things in detail.

6 Such, then, was the arrangement of the tent. Into the outer part priests are constantly
going, in the discharge of their sacred duties;
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7but into the inner only the high priest goes, and that but once a year, and neverwithout
taking the blood of a victim, which he offers on his own behalf, and on behalf of the errors
of the people.

8By this the Holy Spirit is teaching that the way into the sanctuary was hidden, as long
as the outer part of the tent still remained.

9For that was only a type, to continue down to the present time; and, in keeping with it,
both gifts and sacrifices are offered, though incapable of satisfying the conscience of the
worshiper;

10 the whole system being concerned only with food and drink and various ablutions –
external ceremonials imposed until the coming of the new order.

11 But, when Christ came, he appeared as high priest of that better system which was
established; andheentered through thatnoblerandmoreperfect tent, notmadebyhuman
hands – that is to say, not a part of this present creation.

12Norwas it with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, that he entered,
once and for all, into the sanctuary, and obtained our eternal deliverance.

13 For, if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, purify
those who have been defiled (as far as ceremonial purification goes),

14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who, through his eternal Spirit, offered
himself up to God, as a victim without blemish, purify our consciences from a lifeless
formality, and fit us for the service of the living God!

15And that is why he is the intermediary of a new covenant; in order that, as a death has
taken place to effect a deliverance from the offences committed under the first covenant,
those who have received the call may obtain the eternal inheritance promised to them.

16Whenever such a covenant as a will is in question, the death of the testator must of
necessity be alleged.

17 For such a covenant takes effect only on death, it does not come into force as long as
the testator is alive.

18 This explains why even the first covenant was not ratified without the shedding of
blood.

19 For, when every command had been announced to all the people by Moses in
accordance with the Law, he took the blood of the calves and of the goats, with water,
scarlet wool, and a bunch of hyssop, and sprinkled even the book of the Law, as well as
all the people,

20 saying, as he did so – ‘This is the blood that renders valid the covenant which God has
commanded to bemade with you.’

21And in the same way he also sprinkled with the blood the tent and all the things that
were used in public worship.

22 Indeed, under the Law, almost everything is purified with blood; and, unless blood is
shed, no forgiveness is to be obtained.

23While, then, it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly realities to be purified by
suchmeans as these, the heavenly realities themselves required better sacrifices.

24 For it was not into a sanctuary made by human hands, which merely foreshadowed
the true one, that Christ entered, but into heaven itself, so that hemight now appear in the
presence of God on our behalf.

25Nor yetwas it to offer himselfmay times, as year after year the high priest entered the
sanctuary with an offering of blood – but not his own blood;

26 for then Christ would have had to undergo deathmany times since the creation of the
world. But now, once and for all, at the close of the age, hehas appeared, in order to abolish
sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27And, as it is ordained for people to die but once (death being followed by judgment),
28 so it is with the Christ. He was offered up once and for all, to bear away the sins of

many; and the second time he will appear – but without any burden of sin – to those who
are waiting for him, to bring salvation.

10
1 The Law, though able to foreshadow the better system which was coming, never had

its actual substance. Its priests, with those sacrifices which they offer continuously year
after year, can never make those who come to worship perfect.

2 Otherwise, would not the offering of these sacrifices have been abandoned, as the
worshipers, having been once purified, would have had their consciences clear from sins?

3But, on the contrary, these sacrifices recall their sins to mind year after year.
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4For the blood of bulls and goats is powerless to remove sins.
5That is why, when he was coming into the world, the Christ declared –

“Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you provide for me a body;
6You take no pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin.

7 So I said, ‘See, I have come’ (as is written of me in the pages of the book),
‘To do your will, God.’ ”

8First come thewords – “Youdonotdesire, nordoyou takepleasure in, sacrifices, offerings,
burnt offerings, and sacrifices for sin” (offerings regularly made under the Law),
9and then there is added – “See, I have come to do yourwill.” The former sacrifices are set
aside to be replaced by the latter.
10And it is in the fulfilment of the will of God that we have been purified by the sacrifice,
once and for all, of the body of Jesus Christ.
11Everyotherpriest standsdayafterdayathisministrations, andoffers the samesacrifices
over and over again – sacrifices that can never take sins away.
12But, this priest, after hehadofferedone sacrifice for sins,which should serve for all time,
“took his seat at the right hand of God,”
13and has since then been waiting “for his enemies to be put as a stool for his feet.”
14By a single offering he has made perfect for all time those who are being purified.
15We have also the testimony of the Holy Spirit. For, after saying –
16 “ ‘This is the covenant that I will make with them

after those days,’ says the Lord;
‘I will impress my laws on their hearts,

and will inscribe them on their minds,’ ”
17 then we have –
“And their sins and their iniquities I will no longer remember.”
18And, when these are forgiven, there is no further need of an offering for sin.

Encouragement andWarning
19Therefore, friends, since wemay enter the sanctuarywith confidence, in virtue of the

blood of Jesus,
20 by the way which he inaugurated for us – a new and living way, a way through the

sanctuary curtain (that is, his human nature);
21and, since we have in him “a great priest set over the house of God,”
22 let us draw near to God in all sincerity of heart and in perfect faith, with our hearts

purified by the sprinkled blood from all consciousness of wrong, and with our bodies
washed with pure water.

23 Let us maintain the confession of our hope unshaken, for he who has given us his
promise will not fail us.

24Let us vie with one another in a rivalry of love and noble actions.
25And letusnot, as somedo, cease tomeet together; but, on the contrary, let us encourage

one another, and all the more, now that you see the day drawing near.
26Remember, if we sin wilfully after we have gained a full knowledge of the truth, there

can be no further sacrifice for sin;
27 there is only a fearful anticipation of judgment, and a burning indignationwhichwill

destroy all opponents.
28When someone disregarded the Law of Moses, they were, on the evidence of two or

three witnesses, put to death without pity.
29Howmuchworse then, think you,will be the punishment deserved by thosewhohave

trampledunderfoot theSonofGod,whohave treated theblood that rendered the covenant
valid – thebloodbywhich theywerepurified –as if itwerenotholy, andwhohaveoutraged
the Spirit of love?

30We knowwho it was that said –
“It is for me to avenge, I will requite”;

and again –
“The Lord will judge his people.”
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

32Call to mind those early days in which, after you had received the light, you patiently
underwent a long and painful conflict.

33 Sometimes, in consequence of the taunts and injuries heaped on you, you became a
public spectacle; and sometimes you suffered through having shown yourselves to be the
friends of people whowere in the same position in which you had been.
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34 For you not only sympathised with those who were in prison, but you even took the
confiscation of your possessions joyfully, knowing, as you did, that you had in yourselves
a greater possession and a lasting one.

35 Do not, therefore, abandon the confidence that you have gained, for it has a great
reward awaiting it.

36You still haveneed of patient endurance, in order that, whenyouhavedoneGod’swill,
youmay obtain the fulfilment of his promise.
37 “For there is indeed but a very little while

before he who is coming will have come, without delay;
38and through faith the righteous will find life,

but, if anyone draws back, my heart can find no pleasure in them.”
39But we do not belong to those who draw back, to their ruin, but to those who have faith,
to the saving of their souls.

11
Heroes of Faith

1Faith is the realisation of things hoped for – the proof of things not seen.
2And it was for faith that the people of old were renowned.
3Faith enables us to perceive that theuniversewas created at thebidding ofGod – so that

we know that what we see was not made out of visible things.
4 Faith made the sacrifice which Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain’s, and

won him renown as a righteous man, God himself establishing his renown by accepting
his gifts; and it is by the example of his faith that Abel, though dead, still speaks.

5 Faith led to Enoch’s removal from earth, so that he might not experience death. “He
could not be found because God had removed him.” For, before his removal, he was
renowned as having pleased God;

6but without faith it is impossible to please him, for he who comes to God must believe
that God exists, and that he rewards those who seek for him.

7 It was faith that enabled Noah, after he had received the divine warning about what
could not then be foreseen, to build, in reverent obedience, an ark in which to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world, and became possessed of that righteousness
which follows on faith.

8 It was faith that enabled Abraham to obey the call that he received, and to set out for
the placewhich hewas afterwards to obtain as his own; and he set out not knowingwhere
he was going.

9 Itwas faith thatmadehimgo to liveasanemigrant in thepromised land –as ina strange
country – living there in tents with Isaac and Jacob, who shared the promise with him.

10For hewas looking for the citywith the sure foundations, whose architect and builder
is God.

11 Again, it was faith that enabled Sarah to conceive (though she was past the age for
childbearing), because she felt sure that he who had given her the promise would not fail
her.

12And so from one man – and that when his powers were dead – there sprang a people
as numerous “as the stars in the heavens or the countless grains of sand on the shore.”

13All these died sustained by faith. They did not obtain the promised blessings, but they
saw them from a distance and welcomed the sight, and they acknowledged themselves to
be only foreigners and strangers on the earth.

14Those who speak like this show plainly that they are seeking their homeland.
15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left, they could have found

opportunities to return.
16 But no, they were longing for a better, a heavenly, land! And therefore God was not

ashamed to be called their God; indeed he had already prepared them a city.
17 It was faith that enabled Abraham, when put to the test, to offer Isaac as a sacrifice –

he who had received the promises offering up his only son,
18of whom it had been said –

“It is through Isaac that there will be descendants to bear your name.”
19 For he argued that God was even able to raise a man from the dead – and indeed,
figuratively speaking, Abraham did receive Isaac back from the dead.
20 It was faith that enabled Isaac to bless Jacob and Esau, even with regard to the future.
21 Faith enabled Jacob, when dying, to give his blessing to each of the sons of Joseph, and
“to bow himself in worship as he leant on the top of his staff.”
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22 Faith caused Joseph, when his end was near, to speak of the future migration of the
Israelites, and to give instructions with regard to his bones.
23 Faith caused the parents of Moses to hide the child for three months after his birth, for
they saw that he was a beautiful child; and they would not respect the king’s order.
24 It was faith that caused Moses, when he was grown up, to refuse the title of “son of a
daughter of Pharaoh.”
25Hepreferred sharing the hardships of God’s people to enjoying the short-lived pleasures
of sin.
26For he counted “the reproaches that are heaped on the Christ” of greater value than the
treasures of Egypt, looking forward, as he did, to the reward awaiting him.
27 Faith caused him to leave Egypt, though undaunted by the king’s anger, for he was
strengthened in his endurance by the vision of the invisible God.
28 Faith led him to institute the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that the
Destroyer might not touch the eldest children of the Israelites.
29 Faith enabled the people to cross the Red Sea, as if it had been dry land, while the
Egyptians, when they attempted to do so, were drowned.
30Faith caused the walls of Jericho to fall after being encircled for seven days.
31 Faith saved Rahab, the prostitute, from perishing with the unbelievers, after she had
entertained the spies with friendliness.

32Need I add anything more? Time would fail me if I attempted to relate the stories of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah, and those of David, Samuel, and the prophets.

33By their faith they subduedkingdoms, ruled righteously, gained the fulfilment ofGod’s
promises, shut themouths of lions,

34 quelled the fury of the flames, escaped the edge of the sword, found strength in the
hour of weakness, displayed their prowess in war, and routed hostile armies.

35Women received back their dead raised to life. Somewere tortured on thewheel, and
refused release in order that theymight rise to a better life.

36Others had to face taunts and blows, and even chains and imprisonment.
37 They were stoned to death, they were tortured, they were swan asunder, they were

put to the sword; they wandered about clothed in the skins of sheep or goats, destitute,
persecuted, ill-used –

38 people of whom the world was not worthy – roaming in lonely places, and on the
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

39Yet, though they all won renown by their faith, they did not obtain the final fulfilment
of God’s promise;

40 since God had in view some better thing for us, so that they would only reach
perfection together with us.

12
1Seeing, therefore, that there is on every side of us such a throng ofwitnesses, let us also

lay aside everything that hinders us, and the sin that clings about us, and runwith patient
endurance the race that lies before us,

2 our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfect example of our faith, who, for the joy
that lay before him, endured the cross, heedless of its shame, and now “has taken his seat
at the right hand” of the throne of God.

3Weigh well the example of him who had to endure such opposition from “people who
were sinning against themselves,” so that you should not growweary or faint-hearted.

4You have not yet, in your struggle with sin, resisted to the death;
5 and you have forgotten the encouraging words which are addressed to you as God’s

children –
“My child, think not lightly of the Lord’s discipline,

do not despondwhen he rebukes you;
6For it is himwhom he loves that he disciplines,

and he chastises every child whom he acknowledges.”
7 It is for your discipline that you have to endure all this. God is dealing with you as his
children. For where is there a child whom his father does not discipline?
8 If you are left without that discipline, in which all children share, it shows that you are
bastards, and not true children.
9Further,whenour earthly fathersdisciplinedus,we respected them. Shouldwenot, then,
much rather yield submission to the Father of souls, and live?
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10 Our fathers disciplined us for only a short time and as seemed best to them; but God
disciplines us for our true good, to enable us to share his holiness.
11 No discipline is pleasant at the time; on the contrary, it is painful. But afterwards its
fruit is seen in the peacefulness of a righteous life which is the lot of those who have been
trained under it.
12Therefore “lift again the down-dropped hands and straighten the weakened knees;
13make straight paths for your feet,” so that the lame limbmay not be put out of joint, but
rather be cured.

Conclusion
14Try earnestly to live at peacewith everyone, and to attain to that puritywithoutwhich

no one will see the Lord.
15Take care that no one fails to use the loving help of God, “that no bitterness is allowed

to take root and spring up, and cause trouble,” and so poison the whole community.
16 Take care that no one becomes immoral, or irreligious like Esau, who sold his

birthright for a single meal.
17For you know that even afterwards, when he wished to claim his father’s blessing, he

was rejected – for he never found an opportunity to repair his error – thoughhe begged for
the blessing with tears.

18 It is not to tangible “flaming fire” that you have drawn near, nor to “gloom, and
darkness, and storm,

19 and the blast of a trumpet, and an audible voice.” Those who heard that voice
entreated that theymight hear nomore,

20 for they could not bear to think of the command – “If even an animal touches the
mountain, it is to be stoned to death;”

21and so fearful was the sight that Moses said – “I tremble with fear.”
22No, but it is to Mount Zion that you have drawn near, the city of the living God, the

heavenly Jerusalem, to countless hosts of angels,
23 to the festal gathering and assemblage of God’s firstborn whose names are enrolled

in heaven, to God the judge of all people, to the spirits of the righteous who have attained
perfection,

24 to Jesus, the intermediary of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that tells of
better things than the blood of Abel.

25Bewarehowyourefuse tohearhimwho is speaking. For, if the Israelitesdidnot escape
punishment, when they refused to listen to himwho taught them on earth the divine will,
far worse will it be for us, if we turn away from himwho is teaching us from heaven.

26Then his voice shook the earth, but now his declaration is –
“Still oncemore I will cause not only the earth to tremble, but also the heavens.”
27And those words “still once more” indicate the passing away of all that is shaken – that
is, of all created things – in order that only what is unshakenmay remain.
28Therefore, let us, who have received a kingdom that cannot be shaken, be thankful, and
so offer acceptable worship to God, with awe and the deepest respect.
29For our God is “a consuming fire.”

13
1Let your love for the Lord’s followers continue.
2 Do not neglect to show hospitality; for, through being hospitable, people have all

unawares entertained angels.
3Remember the prisoners, as if you were their fellow prisoners, and the oppressed, not

forgetting that you also are still in the body.
4Let marriage be honoured by all and themarried life be pure; for God will judge those

who are immoral and those who commit adultery.
5Do not let your conduct be ruled by the love of money. Be content with what you have,

for God himself has said –
“I will never forsake you, nor will I ever abandon you.”
6Therefore wemay say with confidence –
“The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.

What canmere people do to me?”
7Donot forget your leaders,who told youGod’smessage. Recall the close of their lives, and
imitate their faith.

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today – yes, and for ever!
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9Donot let yourselves be carried awayby thevariousnovel formsof teaching. It is better
to rely for spiritual strength on the divine help, than on regulations regarding food; for
those whose lives are guided by such regulations have not found them of service.

10We are not without an altar; but it is one at which those who still worship in the tent
have no right to eat.

11 The bodies of those animals whose blood is brought by the high priest into the
sanctuary, as an offering for sin, are burnt outside the camp.

12And so Jesus, also, to purify the people by his own blood, suffered outside the gate.
13Therefore let us go out to him “outside the camp,” bearing the same reproaches as he;
14 for here we have no permanent city, but are looking for the city that is to be.
15 Through him let us offer, as our sacrifice, continual praise to God – an offering from

lips that glorify his name.
16 Never forget to do kindly acts and to share what you have with others, for such

sacrifices are acceptable to God.
17Obey your leaders, and submit to their control, for they are watching over your souls,

since theywill have to render an account, so that theymaydo itwith joy, andnot in sorrow.
That would not be to your advantage.

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that our consciences are clear, since our wish is to be
occupied with what is good.

19 And I the more earnestly ask for your prayers, so that I may be restored to you the
sooner.

20MayGod, the source of all peace, who brought back from the deadhimwho, “by virtue
of the blood that rendered valid the unchangeable covenant, is the great shepherd of God’s
Sheep,” Jesus, our Lord –

21mayGodmake you perfect in everything that is good, so that youmay be able to do his
will. May he bring out in us all that is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be all glory for ever and ever. Amen.

22 I beg you, friends, to bear with these words of advice. For I have written only very
briefly to you.

23 You will be glad to hear that our friend, Timothy, has been set free. If he comes here
soon, we will visit you together.

24Give our greeting to all your leaders, and to all Christ’s people. Our friends from Italy
send their greetings to you.

25May God bless you all.
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The Letter from
James

Greeting
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, greets the twelve tribes that are

living abroad.

Advice on Various Subjects
2My friends, whatever trials you may face from time to time, always regard them as a

reason for rejoicing,
3knowing, as you do, that the testing of your faith develops endurance.
4And let endurance do its work perfectly, so that you may be altogether perfect, and in

no respect lacking.
5 If any one of you lacks wisdom, they should askwisdom from the Godwho gives freely

to everyone without reproach, and it will be given to them.
6But they should askwith confidence, never doubting; for the personwho doubts is like

a wave of the sea driven here and there at themercy of the wind –
7 Such a personmust not expect that they will receive anything from the Lord,
8vacillating as they are, irresolute at every turn.
9Let a follower in humble circumstances be proud of their exalted position,
10but a rich follower of their humiliation; for the rich will pass away like a wild flower.
11As the sun rises, and the hot wind blows, the plant withers, its flower fades, and all its

beauty is gone. So is it with the rich. In themidst of their pursuits they will wither away.
12Blessed is the person who remains firm under temptation, for, when they have stood

the test, theywill receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to thosewho love
him.

13 Let no one say, when they are tempted, ‘It is God who is tempting me!’ For God, who
cannot be tempted to do wrong, does not himself tempt anyone.

14Aman is in every case tempted by their own passions – allured and enticed by them.
15 Then passion conceives and gives birth to sin, and sin, on reaching maturity, brings

forth death.
16Do not be deceived, my dear friends.
17 Every good thing given us, and every perfect gift, is from above, and comes down to

us from the Father of the lights in the heavens, who is himself never subject to change or
to eclipse.

18 Because he so willed, he gave us life, through the message of the truth, so that we
should be, as it were, a kind of first fruits of his creation.

19Mark this, my dear friends – Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow
to get angry;

20 for human anger does not forward the righteous purpose of God.
21 Therefore, get rid of all filthiness and whatever wickedness still remains, and in a

humble spirit receive that message which has been planted in your hearts and is able to
save your souls.

22Put that message into practice, and do not merely listen to it – deceiving yourselves.
23For, when anyone listens to it and does not practice it, they are like a person looking at

their own face in amirror.
24They look at themselves, then go on their way,
25 but the person who looks carefully into the perfect Law, the Law of freedom, and

continues to do so, not listening to it and then forgetting it, but putting it into practice –
that person will be blessed in what they do.

26When a person appears to be religious, yet does not bridle their tongue, but imposes
on their own conscience, that person’s religious observances are valueless.

27 That religious observance which is pure and spotless in the eyes of God our Father is
this – to visit orphans andwidows in their trouble, and to keep oneself uncontaminated by
the world.

2
Warning on Various Subjects
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1My friends, are you really trying to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord,
with discrimination?

2 Suppose a visitor should enter your synagogue, with gold rings and in grand clothes,
and suppose a poorman should come in also, in shabby clothes,

3andyou showmore respect to the visitorwho iswearing grand clothes, and say – ‘There
is a good seat for you here,’ but to the poorman – ‘Youmust stand; or sit down there bymy
footstool,’

4 Haven’t you made distinctions among yourselves, and used evil standards of judge-
ment?

5 Listen, my dear friends. Has not God chosen those who are poor in the things of this
world to be rich through their faith, and to possess the kingdomwhich he has promised to
those who love him?

6But you – you insult the poor man! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you? Isn’t it they who
drag you into law courts?

7 Isn’t it they whomalign that honourable name spoken over you at your baptism?
8 If you keep the royal law which runs – “You must love your neighbour as you love

yourself,” you are doing right;
9 but, if you discriminate, you commit a sin, and stand convicted by that same law of

being offenders against it.
10For a personwhohas laid the Law, as awhole, to heart, but has failed in one particular,

is accountable for breaking all its provisions.
11Hewho said “Youmust not commit adultery” also said “Youmust notmurder.” If, then,

you commit murder but not adultery, you are still an offender against the Law.
12Therefore, speak and act as people who are to be judged by the “Law of freedom.”
13 For there will be justice without mercy for the person who has not acted mercifully.

Mercy triumphs over Justice.
14Myfriends,what good is it if someoneclaims that theyhave faith, but theydonotprove

it by actions? Can such faith save them?
15 Suppose some brother or sister should be in need of clothes and of daily bread,
16andoneof you says to them – ‘Go, andpeacebewith you; keepwarmandeatwell!’ and

yet you do not actually give them the necessities of life, what good would it be to them?
17 In just the sameway faith, if not followed by actions, is, by itself, a lifeless thing.
18 Someone, indeed, may say – ‘You are aman of faith, and I am aman of action.’
‘Then showme your faith,’ I reply, ‘apart from any actions, and I will show youmy faith

bymy actions.’
19 It is a part of your faith, is it not, that there is one God? Good; yet even the demons

have that faith, and tremble at the thought.
20Now do you really want to understand, fool, how it is that faith without actions leads

to nothing?
21Look at our ancestor, Abraham. Was he not justified by his actions after he had offered

his son, Isaac, on the altar?
22You see how, in his case, faith and actions went together; that his faith was perfected

as the result of his actions;
23 and that in this way the words of scripture came true – ‘Abraham believed God, and

that was regarded by God as righteousness,’ and ‘Hewas called the friend of God.’
24You see, then, that a person is justified by actions, and not by faith alone.
25Wasn’t it the same with the prostitute, Rahab? Was she not justified by her actions,

after she had welcomed themessengers and helped them escape by another road?
26 Just as a body is dead without a spirit, so faith is dead without actions.

3
1Not many of you should become teachers, my friends, because you know that we who

teach will be judgedmore strictly than others.
2We often make mistakes, every one of us. Anyone who does not make mistakes when

speaking is indeed a perfect person, able to bridle their whole body as well.
3When we put bits into horses’mouths to make them obey us, we change their course

the rest of their bodies.
4 Again, think of ships. Large as they are, and even when driven by fierce winds, they

are guided by a very small rudder and steered in whatever direction the man at the helm
may determine.

5 So is it with the tongue. Small as it is, it is a great boaster. Think how a tiny spark may
set the largest forest ablaze!
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6And the tongue is like a spark. It is a world of unrighteousness among the parts of our
body. It contaminates thewhole body; it sets thewhole course of our existence onfire, and
is itself set on fire by the flames of Gehenna.

7 For while all kinds of animals, birds and reptiles and sea creatures can be tamed and
have been tamed by humans,

8no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless plague! It is charged with deadly
poison!

9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made “in
God’s likeness.”

10 From the very samemouth come blessings and curses! My friends, it is not right that
this should be so.

11Does a spring give both good and bad water from the same source?
12Can a fig tree, my friends, bear olives? Or a vine bear figs? No, nor can a brackishwell

give good water.
13Whoamongyou claims to bewise and intelligent? They should show that their actions

are the outcome of a good life lived in the humility of true wisdom.
14 But if you harbour bitter envy and a spirit of rivalry in your hearts, do not boast or

deny the truth.
15That is not thewisdomwhich comes fromabove; no, it is earthly, animalistic, demonic.
16Forwhere envy and rivalry exist, there youwill also finddisorder and all kinds of bad,

worthless actions.
17But thewisdom fromabove is, before everything else, pure; then peace-loving, gentle,

open to conviction, rich in compassion and good deeds, and free from partiality and
insincerity.

18 Justice is the harvest peacemakers will reap from seeds sown in a spirit of peace.

4
1What is the cause of the fighting and quarrelling that goes on among you? Isn’t it to be

found in the desires which are always at war within you?
2 You crave, yet do not have, so you commit murder, so You covet, yet cannot gain your

end. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask.
3You ask, yet do not receive, because you ask for a wrong purpose – to spend what you

get on your pleasures.
4 Unfaithful people! Don’t you know that to be friends with the world means to be at

enmity with God? Therefore whoever chooses to be friends with the worldmakes himself
an enemy to God.

5Do you suppose scripturemeans nothingwhen it says, “Envy results from the longings
of the spirit which God has implanted within you?”

6But he gives us greater grace; and that is why it says, –
“God opposes the haughty,

but gives grace to the humble.”

7Therefore submit to God. Stand up to the devil, and he will flee from you.
8Drawnear toGod, andhewill drawnear to you. Make your hands clean, you sinners; and
your hearts pure, you vacillators!
9 Grieve, mourn, and lament! Let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your
happiness to gloom!
10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
11 Do not disparage one another, friends. The person who disparages others, or passes
judgment on them, disparages the Law and passes judgment on the Law. But, if you pass
judgment on the Law, you are not obeying it, but judging it.
12There is only one lawgiver and judge –hewhohas the power both to save and to destroy.
So then who are you to pass judgment on your neighbour?

13Listen tome, youwho say “Today or tomorrowwewill go to such and such a town and
spend a year there, doing business andmakingmoney,”

14 yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow! For you are but a puff of
smoke that appears for a little while and then vanishes.

15 Instead you should say “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”
16But as it is, you are boasting presumptuously! All such boasting is wicked.
17The person, then, who knows what is right but fails to do it – that is sin in them.
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5
1Listen tome, you richpeople,weep andwail for themiseries that are cominguponyou!
2Your riches have wasted away, and your clothes have becomemoth-eaten.
3Your gold and silver are rusted; and the rust on themwill be evidence against you, and

will eat into your flesh. It was fire, so to speak, that you stored up for yourselves in these
last days.

4Listen! The wages you have held back from the labourers who mowed your fields are
crying out against you, and the outcries of your harvesters have reached the ears of the
Lord of Hosts!

5 You have lived on earth a life of extravagance and luxury; you have indulged your
fancies in a time of bloodshed.

6Youhave condemned, youhavemurdered, the righteousone! MustnotGodbeopposed
to you?

Concluding Appeal
7Be patient, then, friends, until the coming of the Lord. Even the farmer has to wait for

the precious fruit of the earth, watching over it patiently, until it has had the spring and
summer rains.

8And youmust be patient also, and not be discouraged; for the Lord’s coming is near.
9 Do not make complaints against one another, friends, or judgment will be passed on

you. The judge is already standing at the door!
10 Friends, as an example of the patient endurance of suffering, take the prophets who

spoke in the name of the Lord.
11We count those who displayed such endurance blessed! You have heard, too, of Job’s

endurance, and have seen what the Lord’s purpose was, for “the Lord is full of pity and
compassion.”

12 Above all things, my friends, never take an oath, either by heaven, or by earth, or
by anything else. Let your “Yes” suffice for yes, and “No” for no, so that you may escape
condemnation.

13 If anyone of you is in trouble, they should pray; if anyone is happy, they should sing
hymns.

14 If anyone of you is ill, they should send for the church elders, and let them pray over
them, anointing themwith oil in the name of the Lord.

15 The prayer offered in faith will save the person who is sick, and the Lord will raise
them from their bed; and if they have committed sins, they will be forgiven.

16Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that youmay
be cured. Great is the power of a good person’s fervent prayer.

17Elijah was only human like ourselves, but, when he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, no rain fell on the land for three and a half years.

18And, when he prayed again, the clouds brought rain, and the land bore crops.
19My friends, should one of you be led astray from the truth, and someone bring them

back again,
20be sure that the person who brings a sinner back from their mistaken ways will save

that person’s soul from death, and will cover amultitude of sins.
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Peter’s First Letter
Introduction

1 To the people of God who are living abroad, dispersed throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Roman Asia, and Bithynia,

2andwhowere chosen inaccordancewith the foreknowledgeofGod theFather, through
the consecration of the Spirit, to learn obedience, and to be purified by the sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ, from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. May blessing and peace be
yours in ever increasingmeasure.

The Christian’s Hope of Salvation
3 Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has, in his great mercy,

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4 given us the new life of undying hope, that promises an inheritance, imperishable,

stainless, unfading, which has been reserved for you in heaven –
5 for youwho, through faith, arebeing guardedby thepowerofGod, awaiting a salvation

that is ready to be revealed in the last days.
6At the thought of this you are full of exultation, though (if it has been necessary) you

have suffered for themoment somewhat from various trials;
7 that the genuineness of your faith – a thing far more precious than gold, which is

perishable, yet has to be tested by fire – may win praise and glory and honour at the
appearing of Jesus Christ.

8 Though you have never seen him, yet you love him; though you do not even now see
him, yet you believe in him, and exalt with a triumphant happiness too great for words,

9as you receive the reward of your faith in the salvation of your souls!
10 It was this salvation that the prophets, who spoke long ago of the blessing intended for

you, sought, and strove to comprehend;
11 as they strove to discern what that time could be, to which the Spirit of Christ within

themwas pointing, when foretelling the sufferings that Christ would have to endure, and
the glories that would follow.

12And it was revealed to them that it was not for themselves, but for you, that theywere
acting as Ministers of the truths which have now been told to you, by those who, with the
help of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, have brought you the good news – truths into
which even angels long to look.

The Christian’s Character
13 Therefore concentrate your minds, with the strictest self-control, and fix your hopes

on the blessing that is coming for you at the appearing of Jesus Christ.
14Be like obedient children; do not let your lives be shaped by the passions which once

swayed you in the days of your ignorance,
15 but in your whole life show yourselves to be holy, after the pattern of the Holy One

fromwhom you received your call.
16For scripture says –

“Youwill be holy, because I am holy.”
17And since you call on him as “Father,”who judges everyone impartially by what he has
done, let respectful awe be the spirit of your lives during the time of your stay on earth.
18 For you know that it was not by perishable things, such as silver and gold, that you
were ransomed from the aimless way of living which was handed down to you from your
ancestors,
19butbypreciousblood, as itwereof a lamb, unblemishedand spotless, thebloodof Christ.
20Destined for this before the beginning of the world, he has been revealed in these last
days for your sakes,
21 who, through him, are faithful to God who raised him from the dead and gave him
honour, so that your faith and hope are now in God.

22Now that, by your obedience to the truth, you have purified your lives, so that there
is growing up among you a genuine affection, love one another earnestly with all your
hearts;

23 since your new life has come, not from perishable, but imperishable, seed, through
themessage of the Everliving God.

24For –
“All earthly life is but as grass,
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and all its splendour as the flower of grass.
The grass fades,

its flower falls,
25but the teaching of the Lord remains for ever.”

And that is the teaching of the good news which has been told to you.

2
1Now that you have done with all malice, all deceitfulness, insincerity, jealous feelings,

and all backbiting,
2 like newly born infants, crave pure spiritual milk, so that you may be enabled by it to

grow until you attain salvation –
3 since “you have found by experience that the Lord is kind.”
4Come tohim, then, as to a living stone, rejected, indeed, bymen, but inGod’s eyes choice

and precious;
5 and, as living stones, form yourselves into a spiritual house, to be a consecrated

priesthood, for the offering of spiritual sacrifices that will be acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

6For there is a passage of scripture that runs –
“See, I am placing in Zion a choice and precious cornerstone;

and those who believe in himwill have no cause for shame.”
7 It is to you, then,whobelieve inhim that he is precious, but to thosewhodonot believe he
is “a stonewhich, though rejectedby thebuilders, hasnow itself become the corner-stone,”
8and “a stumbling-block, and a rockwhichwill prove a hindrance.” They stumble because
they do not accept themessage. This was the fate destined for them.
9Butyouare “achosenpeople, a royalpriesthood, a consecratednation,God’sownpeople,”
entrusted with the proclamation of the goodness of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.
10Once youwere “not a people,” but now you are “God’s people”; once you “had not found
mercy,” but now you “have foundmercy.”

Practical Appeals in view of the Dangers of the Times.
11Dear friends, I beg you, as pilgrims and strangers on earth, to refrain from indulging

the cravings of your earthly nature, for theymake war on the soul.
12Let yourdaily life among theGentiles be soupright, that,whenever theymalign youas

evildoers, they may learn, as they watch, from the uprightness of your conduct, to praise
God “at the time when he will visit them.”

13 Submit to all human institutions for the Lord’s sake, alike to the emperor as the
supreme authority,

14 and to governors as sent by him to punish evildoers and to commend those who do
right.

15For God’s will is this – that you should silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing
what is right.

16 Act as free people, yet not using your freedom as those do who make it a cloak for
wickedness, but as Servants of God.

17 Show honour to everyone, love the Lord’s followers, “revere God, honour the em-
peror.”

18Those of you who are domestic servants should always be submissive and respectful
to theirmasters, not only to thosewho are good and considerate, but also to thosewho are
arbitrary.

19For thiswinsGod’s approvalwhen, because conscious ofGod’s presence, a personwho
is suffering unjustly bears their troubles patiently.

20What credit can you claim when, after doing wrong, you take your punishment for it
patiently? But, on the other hand, if, after doing right, you take your sufferings patiently,
that does win the approval of God.

21For it was to this that you were called! For Christ, too, suffered – on your behalf – and
left you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

22He “never sinned, nor was anything deceitful ever heard from his lips.”
23Hewas abused, but he did not answerwith abuse; he suffered, but he did not threaten;

he entrusted himself to himwhose judgments are just.
24And he “himself carried our sins” in his own body to the cross, so that wemight die to

our sins, and live for righteousness. “His bruising was your healing.”
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25Once you were straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

3
1 Again, you married women should submit to your husbands, so that if any of them

reject themessage, theymay, apart from themessage, bewon over, by the conduct of their
wives,

2as they see your pure, reverent conduct.
3 Yours should be, not the external adornment of the arrangement of the hair, the

wearing of jewellery, or the putting on of dresses,
4 but the inner life with the imperishable beauty of a quiet and gentle spirit; for this is

very precious in God’s sight.
5 It was by this that the holy women of old, who rested their hopes on God, adorned

themselves; submitting to their husbands,
6 as Sarah did, who obeyed Abraham, and called him master. And you are her true

children, as long as you live good lives, and let nothing terrify you.
7Again, those of you who are married men should live considerately with their wives,

showing due regard to their sex, as physically weaker than their own, and not forgetting
that they sharewith you in the gift of life. Then youwill be able to praywithout hindrance.

8 Lastly, you should all be united, sympathetic, full of love for each other, kind-hearted,
humble-minded;

9never returning evil for evil, or abuse for abuse, but, on the contrary, blessing. It was
to this that you were called – to obtain a blessing!
10 “The person whowants to enjoy life

and see happy days –
they should keep their tongue from evil

and their lips from deceitful words,
11 they should turn from evil and do good,

They should seek for peace and follow after it;
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

and his ears are attentive to their prayers,
but the face of the Lord is set against those who do wrong.”

13Who, indeed, is there toharmyou, if youproveyourselves tobeeager forwhat is good?
14 Even if you should suffer for righteousness, count yourselves blessed! “Do not let

people terrify you, or allow yourselves to be dismayed.”
15Revere theChrist asLord inyourhearts; alwaysready togiveananswer toanyonewho

asks your reason for the hope that you cherish, but giving it with courtesy and respect,
16 and keeping your consciences clear, so that, whenever you are maligned, those who

vilify your good and Christian conduct may be put to shame.
17 It is better that you should suffer, if that should be God’s will, for doing right, than for

doing wrong.
18 For Christ himself died to atone for sins once for all – the good on behalf of the bad –

that hemight bring you to God; his body being put to death, but his spirit entering on new
life.

19And it was then that he went and preached to the imprisoned spirits,
20 who once were disobedient, at the time when God patiently waited, in the days of

Noah, while the ark was being prepared; in which some few lives, eight in all, were saved
bymeans of water.

21 And baptism, which this foreshadowed, now saves you – not the mere cleansing of
the body, but the search of a clear conscience after God – through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,

22who has gone into heaven, and is at God’s right hand, where angels and archangels
and the powers of heaven now yield submission to him.

4
1Since, then, Christ suffered in body, arm yourselves with the same resolve as he; for he

who has suffered in body has ceased to sin,
2and sowill live the rest of his earthly life guided, not by humanpassions, but by thewill

of God.
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3 Surely in the past you have spent time enough living as the Gentiles delight to live.
For your path has lain among scenes of debauchery, licentiousness, drunkenness, revelry,
hard-drinking, and profane idolatry.

4 And, because you do not run to the same extremes of profligacy as others, they are
astonished, andmalign you.

5 But they will have to answer for their conduct to him who is ready to judge both the
living and the dead.

6 For that was why the good news was told to the dead also – that, after they have been
judged in the body, as people are judged, theymight live in the spirit, as God lives.

7But the end of all things is near. Therefore exercise self-restraint and be calm, so that
youmay be able to pray.

8Above all things, let your love for one another be earnest, for “Love throws a veil over
countless sins.”

9Never grudge hospitality to one another.
10 Whatever the gift that each has received, use it in the service of others, as good

stewards of the varied bounty of God.
11When anyone speaks, they should speak as one who is delivering the oracles of God.

Whenanyone is endeavouring to serveothers, they shoulddo so in relianceon the strength
which God supplies; so that in everything God may be honoured through Jesus Christ – to
whom be ascribed all honour andmight for ever and ever. Amen.

12Dear friends, do not be astonished at the trial of fire that you are passing through, to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you.

13No, the more you share the sufferings of the Christ, the more may you rejoice, that,
when the time comes for themanifestation of his glory, youmay rejoice and exult.

14 If you are insulted for bearing the name of Christ, count yourselves blessed; because
the divine glory and the Spirit of God are resting on you.

15 I need hardly say that no one among you must suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or a
criminal, or for interfering inmatters which do not concern Christians.

16 But, if someone suffers as a Christian, they should not be ashamed of it; they should
bring honour to God even though they bear that name.

17 For the time has come for judgment to begin with the house of God; and, if it begins
with us, what will be the end of those who reject God’s good news?

18 If “a good person is saved onlywith difficulty, what will become of the godless and the
sinful?”

19 Therefore, I say, let those who suffer, because God wills it so, commit their lives into
the hands of a faithful Creator, and persevere in doing right.

5
Conclusion

1 As for the older ones among you, who are elders in the church, I, their fellow elder,
and a witness to the sufferings of the Christ, who will also share in the glory that is to be
revealed –

2 I beg you to be true shepherds of the flock of God among you, not because you are
compelled, but of your own free will; not from a base love of gain, but with a ready spirit;

3not as lords of your charges, but as examples to your flock.
4 Then, when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never

fades.
5Again, you younger ones should show deference to the older. And all of you should put

on the badge of humility in mutual service, for “God is opposed to the proud, but gives his
help to the humble.”

6Humble yourselves, therefore, under themighty hand of God, so that hemay exalt you
in his good time,

7 laying all your anxieties on him, for hemakes you his care.
8 Exercise self-control, be watchful. Your adversary, the devil, like a roaring lion, is

prowling about, eager to devour you.
9 Stand firm against him, strong in your faith; knowing, as you do, that the sufferings

whichyouareundergoing arebeing endured to the full by theLord’s followers throughout
the world.
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10God, from whom all help comes, and who called you, by your union with Christ, into
his eternal glory, will, when you have suffered for a little while, himself perfect, establish,
strengthen you.

11To him be ascribed dominion for ever. Amen.
12 I have been writing to you briefly by the hand of Silas, our true-hearted friend (for so

I regard him), to encourage you, and to bearmy testimony that inwhat I havewritten is to
be found the true love of God. On that take your stand.

13Your sister church in “Babylon” sends you greeting, and so does Mark, who is as a son
tome.

14Greet one another with the kiss of love.

May God give his peace to you all in your union with Christ.
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Peter’s Second Letter

Introduction
1 To those to whom, through the justice of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ, there has

been granted faith equally privileged with our own, from Simon Peter, a servant and an
apostle of Jesus Christ.

2May blessing and peace be yours in ever increasing measure, as you advance in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus, our Lord.

3 For his divine power has given us everything that is needful for a life of piety, as we
advance in theknowledgeofhimwhocalledusbyagloriousmanifestationofhis goodness.

4 For it was through this that he gave us what we prize as the greatest of his promises,
that through themyoumight participate in the divine nature, now that you have fled from
the corruption in the world, resulting from human passions.

5 Yes, and for this reason do your best to supplement your faith by goodness, goodness
by knowledge,

6knowledge by self-control, self-control by endurance, endurance by piety,
7piety bymutual affection, andmutual affection by love.
8 For, when these virtues are yours, in increasing measure, they prevent your being

indifferent to, or destitute of, a fuller knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 Surely the person who has not these virtues is shortsighted even to blindness, and has

chosen to forget that they have been purified from their sins of the past!
10Therefore, friends, do your best to putGod’s call and selection of youbeyondall doubt;

for, if you do this, you will never fall.
11For in this way you will be given a triumphant admission into the eternal kingdom of

our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The Transfiguration and the “Second Coming” of the Christ
12 I will, therefore, always be ready to remind you of all this, even though you know it

and are firmly established in the truth that you now hold.
13 But I think it my duty, as long as I live in this “tent,” to rouse you by awakening

memories of the past;
14 for I know that the time for this “tent” of mine to be put away is soon coming, as our

Lord Jesus Christ himself assuredme.
15 So I will do my best to enable you, at any time after my departure, to call these truths

to mind.
16For wewere not following cleverly devised stories whenwe told you of the coming in

power of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eye-witnesses of his majesty.
17 For he received honour and glory from God the Father, when from the glory of the

DivineMajesty therewere borne to his ears words such as these – “This ismy dearly loved
son, who brings me great joy.”

18 These were the words that we heard, borne to our ears from heaven, when we were
with him on that sacredmountain.

19 And still stronger is the assurance that we have in the teaching of the prophets; to
which you will do well to pay attention (as if it were a lamp shining in a gloomy place),
until the day dawns and themorning star rises in your hearts.

20But first be assured of this: There is no prophetic teaching found in scripture that can
be interpreted by a person’s unaided reason;

21 for no prophetic teaching ever came in the old days at the mere wish of people, but
people, moved by the Holy Spirit, spoke direct from God.

2
Warning against separating Christianity from aHoly Life

1 But there were false prophets also in the nation, just as there will be false teachers
amongyou, peoplewhowill secretly introduce ruinousdivisions, disowningeven theLord
who bought them, and bringing speedy ruin on themselves.

2There will be many, too, who will follow their licentious courses, and cause the way of
the truth to bemaligned.
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3 In their covetousness they will try to make you a source of profit by their fabrications;
but for a long time past their sentence has not been standing idle, nor their ruin slumber-
ing.

4Remember,Goddidnot spareangelswhen they sinned, but sent themdowntoTartarus,
and consigned them to caverns of darkness, to be kept under guard for judgment.

5 Nor did he spare the world of old; though he preserved Noah, the preacher of
righteousness, and seven others, when he brought a flood on the godless world.

6He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and reduced them to ashes, holding
them up as a warning to the godless of what was in store for them;

7 but he rescued righteous Lot, whose heart was vexed by the wanton licentiousness of
his neighbours;

8 for, seeing andhearingwhat he did, as he lived his righteous life among them, day after
day, Lot’s righteous soul was tortured by their wicked doings.

9The Lord, therefore, knows how to deliver the pious from temptation, and to keep the
wicked, who are even now suffering punishment, in readiness for “the day of judgment” –

10 especially those who, following the promptings of their lower nature, indulge their
polluting passions and despise all control. Audacious and self-willed, they feel no awe of
the celestial beings, maligning them,

11evenwhere angels, though excelling them in strength and power, do not bring against
them amalignant charge before the Lord.

12These people, however, like animals without reason, intended by nature to be caught
and killed – these people, I say, malign those of whom they know nothing, and will
assuredly perish through their own corruption,

13 suffering themselves, as the penalty for the suffering that they have inflicted. They
think that pleasure consists in the self-indulgence of the moment. They are a stain and
a disgrace, indulging, as they do, in their wanton revelry, even while joining you at your
feasts.

14 They have eyes only for adulteresses, eyes never tired of sin; they entice weak souls;
their minds are trained to covet; they live under a curse.

15Leaving the straight road, they have gone astray and followed in the steps of Balaam,
the son of Beor, who set his heart on the reward for wrongdoing,

16 but was rebuked for his offence. A dumb animal spoke with a human voice, and
checked the prophet’s madness.

17Thesepeopleare like springswithoutwater, ormistsdrivenbeforeagale; and for them
the blackest darkness has been reserved.

18With boastful and foolish talk, they appeal to the passions of people’s lower nature,
and, by their profligacy, entice those who are just escaping from the people who live such
misguided lives.

19They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves to corrupt habits; for a
person is the slave of anything to which they give way.

20 If, after having escaped the polluting influences of the world, through knowing our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, people are again entangled in them, and give way to them,
their last state has becomeworse than their first.

21 It would, indeed, have been better for them not to have known the way of righteous-
ness, than, after knowing it, to turn away from the holy command delivered to them.

22 In their case is seen the truth of the proverb – “A dog returns to what it has vomited”
and “A sow after washing to her wallowing-place in themud.”

3
AReassertion of the “Second Coming” of the Christ

1This, dear friends, is my second letter to you. In both of them I have tried, by appealing
to your remembrance, to arouse your better feelings.

2 I want you to recall what was foretold by the holy prophets, as well as the command of
our Lord and Saviour given to you through your apostles.

3 First be assured of this, that, as the age draws to an end, scoffers, led by their own
passions,

4will comeandask scoffingly – “Where is his promised coming? Ever since our ancestors
passed to their rest, everything remains just as it was when the world was first created!”

5 For they wilfully shut their eyes to the fact that long ago the heavens existed; and the
earth, also – formed out of water and by the action of water, by the fiat of God;
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6and that by the samemeans theworld which then existedwas destroyed in a deluge of
water.

7 But the present heavens and earth, by the same fiat, have been reserved for fire, and
are being kept for the day of the judgment and destruction of the godless.

8But you, dear friends, must never shut your eyes to the fact that, to the Lord, one day is
the same as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

9The Lord is not slow to fulfil his promise, as some count slowness; but he is forbearing
with you, as it is not his will that any of you should perish, but that all should be brought
to repentance.

10The day of the Lord will come like a thief; and on that day the heavens will pass away
with a crash, the elements will be burnt up and dissolved, and the earth and all that is in it
will be disclosed.

11Now, since all these things are in the process of dissolution, thinkwhat you yourselves
ought to be –what holy and pious lives you ought to lead,

12while you wait for the coming of the day of God and strive to make it come soon*. At
its coming the heavens will be dissolved in fire, and the elements melted by heat,

13butwe look fornewheavens andanewearth,where righteousnesswill have its home,
in fulfilment of the promise of God.

14Therefore, dear friends, in expectation of these things, make every effort to be found
by him spotless, blameless, and at peace.

15 Regard our Lord’s forbearance as your one hope of salvation. This is what our dear
friend Paul wrote to you, with the wisdom that God gave him.

16 It is the same in all his letters, when he speaks in them about these subjects. There are
some things in them difficult to understand, which untaught andweak people distort, just
as they do all other writings, to their own ruin.

17 You must, therefore, dear friends, now that you know this beforehand, be on your
guard against being led away by the errors of reckless people, and so lapsing from your
present steadfastness;

18and advance in the love and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. All glory
be to him now and for ever.

* 3:12Or: and desire its coming.
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John’s First Letter
Preface

1Wewrite to youabout theWordof life, whichhas been in existence from thebeginning.
Wewrite of whatwe have heard, of whatwe have seenwith our eyes, of whatwewatched
reverently and touched with our hands.

2 That life was made visible, and we have seen it. We bear our testimony to it, and tell
you of that eternal life which was with the Father and wasmade visible to us.

3 It is of what we have seen and heard that we now tell you, so that you may have
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.

4We are writing all this to you that our joymay be complete.
Fellowship with God

5This is the message which we have heard from him and announce to you: God is light,
and there is no darkness in him at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him and yet continue to walk in the darkness,
our words and our lives are a lie.

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we say, ‘we have no sin,’ then we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, he is just and may be trusted to forgive our sins and cleanse us

from all wrongdoing.
10 If we say that we haven’t sinned, wemake God a liar, and hisWord is not in us.

2
1My children, I am writing to you to keep you from sinning. But if anyone does sin, we

have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, the righteous.
2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but the sins of the whole

world.
3 It is by keeping God’s commands that we can be sure we know him.
4Whoever says ‘I know him,’ but does not keep his commands, is a liar. The truth has no

place in them.
5But the person who keeps God’s word, in them the love of God has indeed reached its

perfection. This is howwe can be sure we are in him:
6whoever claims to live in him should live just as Jesus did.
A new commandment

7 Dear friends, it is no new command that I am writing to you, but an old command,
which you have had from the beginning. That old command is the message you have
already heard.

8 Yet, in a way, it is a new command that I am writing to you – which is shown true in
Christ’s life and in yours – for the darkness is passing away and the true light is already
shining.

9 The person who says that they are in the light, and yet hates others, is still in the
darkness.

10The personwho loves others is always in the light, and there is nothingwithin them to
cause them to stumble.

11The person who hates is in the dark. They stumble along in the darkness; they do not
knowwhere they are going because the darkness blinds them.

Those who knowGod should not love the world
12Little children, I amwriting to you

because your sins have been forgiven for Christ’s sake.
13Parents, I amwriting to you

because you have come to know himwho has been from the beginning.
Young people, I amwriting to you

because you have conquered the evil one.
Children, I write to you

because you have come to know the Father.
14Parents, I write to you

because you have learned to know himwho has been from the beginning.
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Young people, I write to you
because you are strong,
and God’s message is always in your hearts,
and you have conquered the evil one.

15Donot love theworld orwhat theworld can offer. Whenanyone loves theworld, there
is no love for the Father in them.

16 For all that the world can offer – the desires for physical pleasure, the enticements to
the eye, the arrogance of wealth – belongs, not to the Father, but to the world.

17 And the world, and all that it gratifies, is passing away, but they who do God’s will
remain for ever.

Warnings against an antichrist
18My children, it is the last hour. Youwere told that an antichrist was coming; andmany

antichrists have already arisen. This is why we know that this is the last hour.
19 These people come from our ranks, but they were never truly part of us – if they had

been then theywould have stayedwith us. They left so it would be clear that none of them
really belonged to us.

20You, however, have been annointed by the Holy One. You all know the truth.
21 I am not writing to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know

it, and because no lie can come from the truth.
22Who is a liar, if not the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? That person is the

antichrist – one who rejects the Father and the Son.
23Noonewhorejects the Sonhas theFather; to acknowledge theSon is tohave theFather

also.
24As for you, you must let what you have heard from the beginning continue to live in

you. If what you heard from the beginning dwells in you, you will remain both in the Son
and the Father.

25And this is what he himself promised us – eternal life!
26 In writing this to you, I have inmind those who are trying to mislead you.
27As for you, the anointing which you received from him remains with you. You do not

need anyone to teach you. His anointing teaches you about everything. What it teaches
you is true, it is not a lie. Do what it has taught you: abide in him.

28Yes, my children, remain in him, so that when he appears our confidence doesn’t fail
us, and we are not ashamed tomeet him at his coming.

29Since you knowhe is righteous, you realise that everyonewho doeswhat is right is his
child.

3
God’s Children

1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us: he lets us be called God’s children!
For that is what we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it has not
learned to know him.

2Dear friends,weareGod’s childrennow, andwhatwewill behasnot yet been revealed.
What we do know is that, when it is revealed, wewill be like him, because wewill see him
as he is.

3And just as he is pure, everyone who has this hope, makes and keeps themselves pure.
4Everyone who lives sinfully is living in violation of God’s law. Sin is lawlessness.
5You know that Christ appeared to take away our sins and that there is no sin in him.
6No one who lives in him continues to sin; the sinner has not seen or known him.
7 My children, don’t let anyone mislead you. The person who does what is right is

righteous, just as Christ is righteous.
8 The person who lives in sin is a child of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from

the beginning. To undo the devil’s work is the reason the Son of God appeared.
9NochildofGodsins, becauseGod’snaturedwells in them. Theycan’t live in sin, because

they are God’s children.
10 By this it is made clear who are the children of God and who are the devil’s: anyone

who doesn’t do what is right or doesn’t love others is not a child of God.
11For this is the message we heard from the beginning: we are to love one another.
12Wemust not be like Cain,whobelonged to the evil one andmurderedhis brother. Why

did he kill him? Because his actions were evil, and his brother’s were righteous.
Love each other

13Do not be suprised, friends, if the world hates you.
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14We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love each other. The
person who does not love remains in a state of death.

15 The person who hates another is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life dwelling within them.

16 This is how we know what love is: Christ gave his life for us. So we should lay down
our own lives for each other.

17 If anyone has material possessions, and sees one of our own in need, but closes their
heart against that person, how can it be said that the love of God is within them?

18My children, our love must not be mere words or talk. It must be true and show itself
in actions.

19 This is how we will know we belong to the truth and reassure ourselves in God’s
presence:

20 though our conscience condemns us, God is greater than our conscience and knows
everything.

21 Dear friends, if our conscience does not condemn us, then we approach God with
confidence,

22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we are keeping his commands,
and are doing what pleases him.

23His command is that we should believe in his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another,
as Christ commanded us.

24The person who keeps his commands dwells in God and God dwells in them. And we
are sure he lives in us because of the Spirit he has given us.

4
True and False Inspiration

1Dear friends, do not trust every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, becausemany false prophets have gone out into the world.

2 This is the way to recognise the Spirit of God: those who acknowledge Jesus Christ as
come in the flesh have God’s Spirit,

3while a spirit that doesn’t acknowledge Jesus isn’t from God. Instead it is the spirit of
the antichrist; you have heard that it was coming, and it is now already in the world!

4 You, my children, come from God, and you have successfully resisted such people as
these, because he who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

5Those people belong to theworld and therefore they speak as theworld speaks, and the
world listens to them.

6We come from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; the person who does not come
from God does not listen to us. This is howwe distinguish the spirit of truth and the spirit
of deception.

God is love
7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God and everyone who

loves is a child of God and knows God.
8Those who do not love know nothing of God, for God is love.
9This is howGod showed his love among us: he sent his one and only Son into theworld

that wemight live through him.
10This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his

Son to be an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
11Dear friends, since God loved us in this way, we should love one another.
12 No one has ever seen God, but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love

reaches perfection within us.
13We know that we live in him, and he lives in us, because he has given us ameasure of

his Spirit.
14Moreover, we have seen for ourselves and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be

the Saviour of the world.
15Whoever acknowledges that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, God lives in them, and they

live in God.
16And so we have come to know and believe the love which God has for us.
God is love; and whoever lives in love lives in God, and God lives in them.
17 This is the way love has reached its perfection among us, so that we may have

confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like Christ.
18 There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with

punishment. So anyone who is afraid has not reached perfection in love.
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19We love, because God first loved us.
20 If someone says “I love God,” and yet hates others, they are a liar. For the person who

does not love their brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they
have not seen.

21 Indeed, we have this command from Christ: Those who love God must also love each
other.

5
Faith and Confidence

1Everyonewhobelieves that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God, and everyonewho loves
a parent loves his child.

2 By this we know that we love God’s children – when we love God and carry out his
commands.

3For to love God is to do what he commands and his commands are not a burden,
4 for whatever is born of God overcomes the world. What is the victory by which the

world is overcome? Our faith!
5Who can overcome theworld but the personwho believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6 Jesus Christ, the one who came by water and blood – not by water only but by water

and blood – and the Spirit testifies to this because the Spirit is truth.
7 Indeed three testify:
8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood, and these three agree.
9 We accept human testimony, surely God’s testimony is even stronger! And God’s

testimony is the testimony he has given about his Son.
10Thepersonwhobelieves in the SonofGodhas that testimonywithin them. Theperson

whodoesnotbelieveGodhasmadeGoda liar, bynotbelieving the testimonyGodhas given
about his Son.

11And this is that testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12Whoever has the Son has life; whoeverwho doesn’t have God’s Son does not have life.
Final words

13 I have written these things to you who believe in the name of God’s Son, so that you
may know that you have eternal life.

14We can approach him with this confidence, that whenever we ask anything that is in
accordance with his will, he listens to us.

15And if we know he hears us –whatever we ask –we know also that what we ask for is
ours.

16 If anyone sees one of our people committing some sin that is not a sin leading to death,
they should ask, and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to
death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray about that.

17All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death.
18We know that those who have been born of God do not keep sinning. God protects his

children and the evil one cannot get hold of them.
19We know that we are God’s children, though the whole world lies in the power of the

evil one.
20We also know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that

wemayknow the trueGod – andwe are in himwho is true, by being in his Son Jesus Christ.
He is the true God and eternal life.

21My children, guard yourselves against false ideas of God.



2 John 1 466 2 John 13

John’s Second Letter
Greetings

1 From the elder, to the lady chosen by God and her children. I truly love you all, and I
am not the only one but all who know the truth love you as well.

2We love you for the sake of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever.
3Grace,mercy, and peacewill be ours – the gift of God, the Father, and of Jesus Christ, the

Father’s Son – in truth and love.
Live in truth and love

4 It was a great joy tome to find the lives of some of your children guided by the truth, in
obedience to the command that we received from the Father.

5And now I implore you, dear lady, let us love one another This is not a new command
I amwriting to you. It is the command we have had from the beginning. – Let us love one
another.

6And this is love – to live in obedience to the Father’s commands. This is the command
as you learned from the beginning, to live a life of love.

7 I say this because many deceivers have gone out into the world – men who do not
acknowledge that Jesus Christ came in flesh and blood. Any such person is a deceiver and
antichrist.

8 Take care so that you do not what we have worked for but instead receive your full
reward.

9Anyonewho goes beyond and fails to live inside of the teaching of Christ does not have
God. The person who lives inside that teaching – they have both the Father and the Son.

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive them into your
house or even welcome them;

11because the person whowelcomes them is sharing with them in his evil work.
Final words

12 Though I have many other things to tell you, I would rather not use paper and ink.
Instead I hope to come and see you, and to speakwith you face to face, so that our joymay
be complete.

13The children of your sister, who is chosen by God, send you their greetings.
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John’s Third Letter
Greetings

1From the elder to his dear friend Gaius, whom he sincerely loves.
2Dear friend, I pray that all may be well with you and that youmay have good health – I

know that all is well with your soul.
3For it was a great joy tome, when some followers of the Lord came and testified to your

fidelity to the truth. I know that your own life is guided by the truth.
4Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to hear from time to time that the lives of my

children are guided by the truth.
Gaius

5Dear friend, you are faithful in all the things you do for other followers – even when
they are strangers to you.

6They themselves have testified before the church to your love. You will do well to help
them on their way in amanner worthy of the service of God.

7For itwasonbehalf of Christ’sname that they set out, not accepting evenone thing from
the Gentiles.

8Therefore, we should support people like them, and so take our share in their work for
the truth.

Diotrephes and Demetrius
9 I wrote something to the church, but Diotrephes (who loves to be the leader among

them) doesn’t welcome us.
10So if I come, Iwill bringuphis actions in tellingwickednonsense about us. Not content

with that, he not only refuses to personally welcome our friends who are followers, but
actually stops those whowould, and expels them from the church.

11Dear friend, do not follow a bad example, but a good one. The person who does what
is good is from God; the person who does what is bad has never seen God.

12 Everyone has always had a good word for Demetrius, and the truth itself speaks for
him. Yes, and we also add our good word, and you know that what we say is true.

Final words
13 I havemany things to tell you, but I would rather not use pen and ink.
14 I hope to see you soon, and then wewill speak face to face.
15 Peace be with you. The friends here send you their greetings. Greet each one of our

friends.
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The Letter from
Jude

Introduction
1To thosewho, having received thecall, havebeen lovedbyGod theFatherandprotected

by Jesus Christ, From Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and the brother of James.
2Maymercy, peace, and love be yours in ever increasingmeasure.
Warnings against moral corruption

3 Dear friends, while I was making every effort to write to you about our common
salvation, I felt that I must write to you at once to encourage you to fight in defence of the
faith that has once for all been entrusted to the keeping of Christ’s people.

4 For there have crept in among you certain godless people, whose sentence has long
since been pronounced, and who make the mercy of God an excuse for profligacy, and
disown our only lord andmaster, Jesus Christ.

5NowIwant to remindyou –but youalreadyknow it all – that, though theLorddelivered
the people from Egypt, yet he afterwards destroyed those who refused to believe in him;

6 and that even those angels, who did not keep to their appointed spheres, but left their
proper homes, have been kept by him for the judgment of the great day in everlasting
chains and black darkness.

7 Like Sodom and Gomorrah and the towns near them, which gave themselves up
to fornication, and fell into unnatural vice, these angels now stand out as a warning,
undergoing, as they are, punishment in eternal fire.

8 Yet in the same way these people, too, cherishing vain dreams, pollute our human
nature, reject control, andmalign the celestial beings.

9 Yet even Michael, the archangel, when, in his dispute with the devil, he was arguing
about the body of Moses, did not venture to charge him with maligning, but said merely
“The Lord rebuke you!”

10But these peoplemalignwhatever they do not understand; while they use such things
as they know by instinct (like the animals that have no reason) for their own corruption.

11Alas for them! Theywalk in the steps of Cain; led astray by Balaam’s love of gain, they
plunge into sin, andmeet their ruin through rebellion like Korah.

12These are the peoplewho are blots on your “love-feasts,”when they feast together and
providewithout scruple for themselves alone. They are cloudswithout rain, drivenbefore
thewinds; they are leafless treeswithout a vestige of fruit, dead through and through, torn
up by the roots;

13 they are wild sea waves, foaming with their own shame; they are “wandering stars,”
for which the blackest darkness has been reserved for ever.

14 To these people, as to others, Enoch, the seventh in descent from Adam, declared –
“See! The Lord has comewith his hosts of holy ones around him,

15 to execute judgment on all people, and to convict all godless people of all their godless
acts, which in their ungodliness they have committed, and of all the harsh words which
they have spoken against him, godless sinners that they are!”

16These people are alwaysmurmuring, and complaining of their lot; they followwhere
their passions lead them; they have arrogant words on their lips; and they flatter others
for the sake of what they can get from them.

17But you should, dear friends, recallwhatwas foretold by the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ;

18how they used to say to you – “As time draws to an end, therewill be scoffers, whowill
be led by their godless passions.”

19These are the people – animal and unspiritual –who cause divisions.
20But you must, dear friends, build up your characters on the foundation of your most

holy faith, pray under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
21and keep within the love of God, while waiting for themercy of our Lord Jesus Christ,

to bring you to eternal life.
22 To some show pity, because they are in doubt. “Drag them out of the fire,” and save

them.
23To others show pity, but with caution, hating the clothing polluted by their touch.
Ascription
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24 To him who is able to guard you from falling, and to bring you into his glorious
presence, blameless and rejoicing –

25 to the oneGod, our Saviour, be ascribed, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, glory,majesty,
power, and dominion, as it was before time began, is now, andwill be for all time to come.
Amen.
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The Revelation to John
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him to make known to his servants,

concerning what must shortly take place, and which he sent and revealed by his angel to
his servant John,

2 who testified to the message of God and to the testimony to Jesus Christ, omitting
nothing of what he had seen.

3 Blessed is the one who reads, and blessed are they who listen to, the words of this
prophecy, and lay to heart what is here written; for the time is near.

Messages to the Seven Churches
4FromJohn, to the sevenchurcheswhichare inRomanAsia. Blessingandpeacebeyours

fromhimwho is, andwhowas, andwhowill be, and from the seven spirits that are before
his throne,

5and from Jesus Christ, the faithfulwitness, the firstborn from the dead, and theRuler of
all the kings of the earth. To himwho loves us and freed us from our sins by his own blood
–

6 and he made us a kingdom of priests in the service of God, his Father! – to him be
ascribed glory and dominion for ever. Amen.

7He is coming among the clouds! Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him
and all the nations of the earth will mourn over him. So will it be. Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord, the Godwho is, andwhowas, and
whowill be, the Almighty.

9 I, John,whoamyourbrother, andwho sharewith you in the suffering andkingship and
endurance of Jesus, found myself on the island called Patmos, for the sake of the message
of God and the testimony to Jesus.

10 I fell into a trance on the Lord’s day, and I heard behindme a loud voice, like the blast
of a trumpet.

11 It said – “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see what voice it was that spoke to me; and when I turned, I saw seven
golden lamps,

13and in themidst of the lamps one like aman, in a robe reaching to his feet, and with a
golden sash across his breast.

14The hair of his headwas aswhite aswool, aswhite as snow; his eyeswere like flaming
fire;

15and his feet were like brass as whenmolten in a furnace; his voice was like the sound
of many streams,

16 in his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword,
and his face was like the sun in the fulness of its power.

17And, when I saw him, I fell at his feet like one dead. He laid his hand onme and said –
“Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last,

18 the Everliving. I died, and I am alive for ever and ever. And I hold the keys of
death and of Hades.

19 Therefore write of what you have seen and of what is happening now and of
what is about to take place –

20 themystic meaning of the seven stars which you saw inmy right hand, and the
seven golden lamps. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the
seven lamps are the seven churches.

2
1 ‘To the angel of the church in Ephesus write
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, and

walks among the seven golden lamps:
2 I knowyour life, your toil and endurance, and I know that you cannot tolerate

evildoers. I know, too, how you tested those who declare that they are apostles,
though they are not, and how you proved them false.
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3You possess endurance, and have borne much for my name, and have never
grownweary.

4But this I have against you – You have abandoned your first love.
5Therefore remember fromwhat you have fallen, and repent, and live the life

that you lived before; or else, I will come and remove your Lamp from its place,
unless you repent.

6But this is in your favour –Youhate the life lived by theNikolaitans, and I also
hate it.

7Anyonewith ears shouldhearwhat theSpirit is saying to the churches. Tohim
who conquers – to him I will give the right to eat the fruit of the Tree of life, which
stands in the Paradise of God.

8 ‘To the angel of the church in Smyrnawrite:
These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died, but is

restored to life:
9 I know your persecution and your poverty – yet you are rich! I know, too, the

slander thatcomesfromthosewhodeclare that theyareGod’speople, *thoughthey
are not, but are a congregation of Satan.

10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil is about to throw
some of you into prison so that youmay be tempted, andmay undergo persecution
for ten days. Be faithful even to death, and I will give you the Crown of life.

11Let thosewho have ears hearwhat the Spirit is saying to the churches. Those
who conquer will suffer no hurt from the Second Death.

12 ‘To the angel of the church in Pergamuswrite:
These are the words of himwho holds the sharp two-edged sword:
13 I knowwhere you live, where the throne of Satan stands. And yet you hold to

my name, and you did not disownmy faith even in the days of Antipas, my faithful
witness, whowas put to death among youwhere Satan dwells.

14 Yet I have a few things against you – You have among you those who hold
to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put temptations in the way of the
Israelites, so that they should eat idol-offerings and commit licentious acts.

15Again you have among you those who hold in the sameway to the teaching of
the Nikolaitans.

16Therefore repent, or else, I will come quickly and contend with such people
with words that will cut like a sword.

17 Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To
those who conquer – to them I will give a share of themysticmanna, and I will give
them a white stone; and on the stone will be inscribed a new name, which no one
knows except the personwho receives it.

18 ‘To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like flaming fire, and

whose feet are like brass:
19 I know your life, your love, faith, service, and endurance; and I know that

your life of late has been better than it was at first.
20 Yet I have this against you – You tolerate the woman Jezebel, who declares

that she is a prophet, andmisleadsmy servants by her teaching, until they commit
licentious acts and eat idol-offerings.

21 I gave her time to repent, but she is determined not to turn from her
licentiousness.

22Therefore I am laying her on a bed of sickness, and bringing great suffering
on those who are unfaithful with her, unless they repent and turn from a life like
hers.

23 I will also put her children to death; and all the churches will learn that I am
he who looks into people’s hearts and souls; and I will give to each one of you what
their life deserves.

24But I say to the rest of you at Thyatira – all who do not accept such teaching,
whose who did not learn the secrets of Satan, as people call them – I am not laying
on you any further burden;

* 2:9 God’s people: Literally “Jews.” These people claimed to be God’s people because they were Jews.
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25only hold fast to what you have received, until I come.
26To thosewho conquer and are careful to livemy life to the end – to them Iwill

give authority over the nations,
27and theywill rule themwith an iron rod, aswhen earthen vessels are broken

in pieces (as Imyself have received frommy Father)
28and I will give them themorning star.
29Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.

3
1 ‘To the angel of the church in Sardis write:
Theseare thewordsofhimwhohas the sevenspirits ofGodand the sevenstars;

– I know your life, and that people say of you that you are living, though you are
dead.

2Be on thewatch, and strengthenwhat still survives, though once it was all but
dead; for I have not found your life perfect in the eyes ofmy God.

3 Therefore remember what you have received and heard, and lay it to heart
and repent. Unless you are on the watch, I will come like a thief, and you will not
know at what hour I am coming to you.

4Yet there are some few among you at Sardis who did not soil their robes; they
will walk withme, robed in white, for they are worthy.

5Those who conquer will be clothed in these white robes, and I will not strike
their name out of the book of life; but I will own thembeforemyFather, and before
his angels.

6Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.

7 ‘To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the Key of David,

who opens and no onewill shut, and shuts and no one opens:
8 I know your life (see, I have set a door open before you which no one is able

to shut), I know that, though you have but little strength, you kept my teaching in
mind, and did not disownmy name.

9Listen, I give some of the congregation of Satan, the people who declare that
they are God’s people, *though they are not, but are lying – I will make them come
and bow down at your feet, and they will learn that I loved you.

10 Because you kept in mind the story of my endurance, I will keep you in the
hour of trial that is about to come on the whole world, the hour that will test all
who are living on earth.

11 I will come quickly. Hold to what you have received so that no one may take
your crown.

12Those who conquer – I will make them a pillar in the Temple of my God; and
nevermore will they leave it; and I will write on them the name ofmy God and the
nameof the city ofmyGod, theNew Jerusalem,which is comingdownoutofheaven
frommyGod, and I will write on themmy new name.

13Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.

14 ‘To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Unchanging One, the witness faithful and true, the

beginning of the Creation of God:
15 I know your life; I know that you are neither cold nor hot. If only you were

either cold or hot!
16But now, because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I am about to spit

you out ofmymouth.
17You say “I am rich and have grown rich, and I want for nothing,” and you do

not know that you are wretched,miserable, poor, blind, naked!
18Therefore I counsel you to buy fromme gold which has been refined by fire

so that you may grow rich; and white robes, so that you may be clothed and your
shameful nakedness be hidden; and ointment to anoint your eyes, so that youmay
see.

19All whom I love I rebuke and discipline. Therefore be in earnest and repent.

* 3:9 God’s people: Literally “Jews.” These people claimed to be God’s people because they were Jews.
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20 I am standing at the door and knocking! If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, I will go in, andwill feast with them, and they will feast withme.

21 To those who conquer – to them I will give the right to sit beside me on my
throne, as I, when I conquered, tookmy seat besidemy Father on his throne.

22Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.’

4
The Vision of the Seven Seals

1 After this, in my vision, I saw an open door in the heavens, and the first voice that I
heard was like the blast of a trumpet speaking to me. It said – “Come up here and I will
show youwhat must take place.”

2 Immediately after this I fell into a trance. There stood a throne in heaven, and on the
throne was One seated.

3He who was seated on it was in appearance like a jasper and a sardius; and round the
throne there was a rainbow of the colour of an emerald.

4And round the thronewere twenty-four other thrones, and on these I saw twenty-four
elders sitting clothed in white robes; and on their heads they had crowns of gold.

5Out from the throne come flashes of lightning, cries, and peals of thunder! There are
seven torches burning in front of the throne, which are the seven spirits of God;

6and in front of the throne is what seemed to be a sea of glass, resembling crystal, while
within the space before the throne and round the throne are four creatures full of eyes in
front and behind.

7The first creature is like a lion, the second creature like a calf, the third creature has a
face like aman’s, and the fourth creature is like an eagle on the wing.

8These four creatures have each of them six wings, and all round, and within, they are
full of eyes; and day and night they never cease to say –
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, our God, the Almighty, whowas, andwho is, andwhowill be.”
9And, whenever these creatures give praise and honour and thanks to him who is seated
on the throne, to himwho lives for ever and ever,
10 the twenty-four elders prostrate themselves before himwho is seated on the throne, and
worship himwho lives for ever and ever, and throw down their crowns before the throne,
saying –
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord andGod, to receive all praise, and honour, and power, for you

did create all things, and at your bidding they came into being andwere created.”

5
1Then I saw at the right hand of himwhowas seated on the throne a book, with writing

inside and out, and sealed with seven seals;
2and I sawamighty angelwhowas proclaiming in a loud voice – “Who isworthy to open

the book and break its seals?”
3But no one either in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the book

or look within it.
4At this I wept long, because no one could be foundwhowasworthy to open the book or

look within it.
5But one of the elders said to me – “Do not weep. The Lion conquered – the Lion of the

tribe of Judah, the Scion of David – and can therefore open the book with its seven seals.”
6Then, within the space between the throne and the four creatures, and in the midst of

the elders, I saw, standing, a Lamb, which seemed to have been sacrificed. It had seven
horns and seven eyes. (These eyes are the seven spirits of God, and they are sent into all
the world.)

7 The Lamb came forward; and he has taken the book from the right hand of him who
was seated on the throne.

8 And, when he had taken the book, the four creatures and the twenty-four elders
prostrated themselves before the Lamb, each of them holding a harp and golden bowls
full of incense. (These are the prayers of Christ’s people.)

9And they are singing a new song –
“You are worthy to take the book and break its seals, for you were sacrificed, and with

your blood you did buy for God people of every tribe, and language, and people,
and nation,

10and didmake them a kingdom of priests in the service of our God, and they are reigning
on the earth.”
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11 Then, in my vision, I heard the voices of many angels round the throne, and of the
creatures, and of the elders. In number they were ten thousand times ten thousand and
thousands of thousands,
12and they cried in a loud voice –
“Worthy is the Lamb thatwas sacrificed to receive all power, andwealth, andwisdom, and

might, and honour, and praise, and blessing.”
13And I heard every created thing in the air, and on the earth, and under the earth, and on
the sea, and all that is in them crying –
“To himwho is seated on the throne and to the Lamb be ascribed all blessing, and honour,

and praise, and dominion for ever and ever.”
14 And the four creatures said “Amen,” and the elders prostrated themselves and wor-
shiped.

6
1Then I saw the Lambbreak one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four creatures

crying with a voice like thunder – “Come.”
2And in my vision I saw a white horse. Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown,

and he went out conquering and to conquer.
3When the Lamb broke the second seal, I heard the second creature crying – “Come.”
4Then therewent out another horse, a red horse, and to its riderwas given the power to

deprive the earth of peace, so that people should kill one another; andhewas given a great
sword.

5When the Lamb broke the third seal, I heard the third creature crying – “Come.” And
inmy vision I saw a black horse. Its rider held scales in his hand.

6And I heard what seemed to be a voice, coming from among the four creatures, crying
– “A quart of wheat for a silver coin, and three quarts of barley for a silver coin! But do not
harm the oil and the wine.”

7When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth creature crying –
“Come.”

8And inmyvision I sawagreyhorse. His rider’snamewasDeath, andHades rodebehind
him; andpowerwasgiven themover the fourthpart of theearth, so that theymightdestroy
with sword and famine and death, and bymeans of the wild Beasts of the earth.

9When the Lamb opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been killed for the sake of God’s message and for the testimony which they had borne.

10They cried in a loud voice – “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, before youwill
give judgment and avenge our blood on all who are living on the earth?”

11 Then to each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to rest yet a little
longer, until the number of their fellow servants and of their friends in Christ’s service
whowere about to be put to death, as they had been, should be complete.

12And I saw the Lamb break the sixth seal, and then there was a great earthquake. The
sun became black, like sackcloth, and themoon, which was at its full, like blood.

13The stars of the heavens fell to the earth, as when a fig tree, shaken by a strong wind,
drops its unripe fruit.

14 The heavens disappeared like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and
island wasmoved from its place.

15 Then all the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the generals, and the rich, and
the powerful, and every slave and free person, hid themselves in the caves and under the
rocks of themountains;

16and they are crying to themountains and the rocks – “Fall on us, and hide us from the
eyes of himwho is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,

17 for the great day of their wrath is come, and who can stand tomeet it?”

7
1After this, I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, restraining the

four winds of the earth, so that no wind should blow over the earth, or over the sea, or
against any tree.

2And, in the east, I saw another angel, ascending, holding the seal of the living God; and
he cried in a loud voice to the four angels, to whom there had been given power to harm
the earth and the sea –

3 “Donot harm the earth, or the sea, or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our
God on their foreheads.”
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4 I heard, too, the number of those who had been sealed. It was one hundred and forty-
four thousand; and they were from every tribe of the Israelites.
5From the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Napthali twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8 from the tribe of Zebulon twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.
9After this, in my vision, I saw a vast throng which no one could number, of people from
everynationandof all tribes, andpeoples, and languages. They stood in front of the throne
and in front of the Lamb, robed in white, holding palm branches in their hands.
10And they are crying in a loud voice –
“Salvation be ascribed to our Godwho is seated on his throne and to the Lamb.”
11Andall the angelswere standing round the throne and the elders and the four creatures,
and they prostrated themselves on their faces in front of the throne andworshiped God,
12 saying –
“Amen. Blessing and praise, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and

might be ascribed to our God for ever and ever. Amen.”

13Then one of the elders turned tome and said “Who are these who are robed in white?
Andwhere did they come from?”

14 “My Lord,” I answered, “it is you who know.”
“These,” he said, “are they who come through the Great Persecution; they washed their

robes white in the blood of the Lamb.
15And therefore it is that they are before the throne of God, and are serving himday and

night in his Temple; and he who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16Never againwill theybehungry, never againwill theybe thirsty, norwill the sun smite

them, nor any scorching heat;
17 for theLamb that stands in the space before the thronewill be their shepherd, andwill

lead them to life-giving springs ofwater; andGodwillwipe away all tears from their eyes.”

8
1 As soon as the Lamb had broken the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for, it

might be, half an hour.
Vision of Seven Trumpet-Blasts

2Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to
them.

3Next, another angel came and stood at the altarwith a golden censer in his hand; and a
great quantity of incensewas given to him, tominglewith the prayers of all Christ’s people
on the golden altar before the throne.

4The smoke of the incense ascended, with the prayers of Christ’s people, from the hand
of the angel before God.

5 Then the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it
down on the earth; and there followed peals of thunder, cries, flashes of lightning, and
an earthquake.

6Then the seven angels holding the seven trumpets prepared to blow their blasts.

7 The first blew; and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it fell on the earth.
A third part of the earth was burnt up, and a third of the trees, and every blade of grass.

8Then the second angel blew; and what appeared to be a great mountain, burning, was
hurled into the sea. A third of the sea became blood,

9 and a third part of all created things that are in the sea – that is, of all living things –
died, and a third of the ships was destroyed.

10Then the third angel blew; and there fell from the heavens a great star, burning like a
torch. It fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs.
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11 (The star is called “Wormwood.”) A third of the water became bitter as wormwood,
and so bitter was the water that many died from drinking it.

12Then the fourth angel blew; and a third of the sun and a third of themoon and a third
of the stars were blasted, so that a third of them was eclipsed, and for a third part of the
day there was no light, and at night it was the same.

13And, in my vision, I heard an eagle flying in mid-heaven and crying in a loud voice –
“Woe,woe,woe for allwho live on the earth, at the other trumpet-blasts of the three angels
who have yet to blow.”

9
1Then thefifth angel blew; and I sawa star that had fallenon the earth from theheavens,

and to himwas given the key of the bottomless pit.
2He opened the bottomless pit, and from the pit rose a smoke like the smoke of a great

furnace. The sun and the air grew dark because of the smoke from the pit.
3Out of the smoke locusts descended on the earth, and they received the same power as

that possessed by scorpions.
4Theywere told not to harm the grass, or any plant, or any tree, but only thosewhohave

not the seal of God on their foreheads.
5 Yet they were not allowed to kill them, but it was ordered that those men should be

tortured for five months. Their torture was like the torture caused by a scorpion when it
stings a person.

6 In those days peoplewill seekDeath andwill not find it; Theywill long to die, but Death
flees from them.

7 In appearance the locusts were like horses equipped for battle. On their heads there
werewhat appeared to be crowns that shone like gold, their faces resembled human faces,

8and they had hair like the hair of a woman, their teeth were like lions’ teeth,
9 and they had what seemed to be iron breastplates, while the noise of their wings was

like the noise of chariots drawn bymany horses, galloping into battle.
10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings, and in their tails lies their power to harm

people for fivemonths.
11 They have as their king the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name, in Hebrew, is

“Abaddon,”while, in Greek, his name is “Apollyon” (the Destroyer).
12The firstWoe has passed; and still there are twoWoes to follow!

13 Then the sixth angel blew; and I heard a voice proceeding from the corners of the
golden altar that stood before God.

14 It spoke to the sixth angel – the angel with the trumpet – and said “Let loose the four
angels that are in chains at the great river Euphrates.”

15Then the four angels, thatwere held in readiness for that hour andday andmonth and
year, were let loose, to destroy a third of mankind.

16The number of the hosts of cavalry was ten thousand times ten thousand, twice told; I
heard their number.

17And this is what the horses and their riders appeared to be like inmy vision: They had
breastplates of fire, blood-red and sulphurous, and the heads of the horses were like lions’
heads, while out of their mouths issue fire, and smoke, and sulphur.

18Through these three curses a third of humanity perished – because of the fire, and the
smoke, and the sulphur that issued from their mouths;

19 for the power of the horses lies in theirmouths and in their tails. For their tails are like
snakes, with heads, and it is with them that they do harm.

20But those who were left of humanity, who had not perished through these curses, did
not repent and turn away fromwhat their own hands hadmade; theywould not abandon
theworship of demons, andof idolsmadeof gold or silver or brass or stone orwood,which
can neither see, nor hear, nor walk;

21and they did not repent of theirmurders, or their sorceries, or their licentiousness, or
their thefts.

10
1Then I saw anothermighty angel, descending from heaven. His robewas a cloud; over

his head was the rainbow; his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire;
2 in his hand he held a little book open. He set his right foot on the sea, and his left on the

land;
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3 and he cried in a loud voice like the roaring of a lion. At his cry the seven peals of
thunder spoke, each with its own voice.

4And,when they spoke, Iwas about towrite; but I heard a voice fromheaven say – “Keep
secret what the seven peals of thunder said, and do not write it down.”

5 Then the angel, whom I had seen standing on the sea and on the land, raised his right
hand to the heavens,

6 and swore by himwho lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is
in them, and the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, that time should
cease to be.

7Moreover at the time when the seventh angel will speak, when he is ready to blow his
blast, then the hidden purposes of God, of which he told the good news to his servants, the
prophets, are at once fulfilled.

8 Then came the voice which I had heard from heaven. It spoke to me again, and said –
“Go and take the book that is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on
the land.”

9So Iwent to the angel and asked him to giveme the little book. And he said “Take it, and
eat it. It will be bitter to your stomach, but in yourmouth it will be as sweet as honey.”

10 I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and, while in mymouth, it was
like the sweetest honey; but, when I had eaten it, it was bitter to my stomach.

11And I was told – “You must prophesy again about men of many peoples, and nations,
and languages, and about many kings.”

11
1 Then I was given a measure like a rod, and a voice said to me – “Go and measure the

Temple of God and the altar, and count the worshiper there.
2But omit the court outside the Temple, and do not measure that, for it has been given

up to the nations; and the holy City will be under their heel for forty-twomonths.
3 Then I will give permission to my Two Witnesses, and for those twelve hundred and

sixty days they will continue teaching, clothed in sackcloth.”
4These men are represented by the two olive trees and the two lamps that stand before

the Lord of the earth.
5When anyonewishes to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and consumes their

enemies; and whoever wishes to harm themwill, in this way, inevitably perish.
6Thesemenhave the power to close the heavens, so that no rainmay fall during the time

that they are teaching; and they have power to turn the streams into blood, and to smite
the land with any curse, whenever they will.

7As soon as they have completed their testimony, the wild Beast that ascends from the
bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer and kill them.

8 Their dead bodies will lie in the streets of the great city, which is mystically spoken of
as “Sodom” and “Egypt,”where their Master was crucified.

9People of all nations, and tribes, and languages, and races look at their dead bodies for
three days and a half, and do not allow them to be laid in a grave.

10 Those who live on the earth rejoice over them and are merry, and they will send
presents to one another, because these two prophets brought torments on those who live
on the earth.

11After three days and a half the life-giving breath of God entered these men, and they
stoodupon their feet, andagreat terror tookpossessionof thosewhowerewatching them.

12 The two men heard a loud voice from heaven which said to them – “Come up here,”
and they went up to heaven in the cloud, while their enemies watched them.

13At that very time a great earthquake occurred. A tenth part of the city fell, and seven
thousandpeople perished in the earthquake. Thosewhoescapedweremuch terrified, and
praised the God of heaven.

14The secondWoe has passed; and there is a thirdWoe soon to follow!

15Then the seventh angel blew; and loud voices were heard in heaven saying –
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he

will reign for ever and ever.”
16At this the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, prostrated
themselves on their faces and worshiped him,
17 saying –
“We thank you, Lord, our God, the Almighty, who is and who was, that you have assumed

your great power and reigned.
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18 The nations were enraged, and your wrath fell on them; the time came for the dead to
be judged, and for you to give the reward to your servants the prophets, and to the people
of Christ, and to thosewho honour your name – the high and the low alike – and to destroy
those who are destroying the earth.”
19 Then the Temple of God in heaven was opened, and the ark containing his covenant
was seen in his Temple; and there followed flashes of lightning, cries, peals of thunder,
an earthquake, and a great storm of hail.

12
Vision of Seven Figures

1Then a great portent was seen in the heavens – a womanwhose robe was the sun, and
who had themoon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.

2 She was pregnant; and she is crying out in the pain and agony of childbirth.
3Another portent alsowas seen in theheavens Therewas a great redDragon,with seven

heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.
4His tail draws after it a third of the stars in the heavens, and it hurled them down on

the earth. The Dragon is standing in front of the woman who is about to give birth to the
child, so that hemay devour it as soon as it is born.

5Thewoman gave birth to a son, amale child, who is destined to rule all the nationswith
an iron rod; and her child was at once caught up to God on his throne.

6But thewomanfled into thewilderness, where there is a place prepared for her byGod,
to be tended there for twelve hundred and sixty days.

7Then a battle took place in the heavens. Michael andhis angels foughtwith theDragon.
But though the Dragon, with his angels, fought,

8he did not prevail; and there was no place left for them any longer in the heavens.
9 Then the great Dragon, the primeval snake, known as the “devil” and “Satan,” who

deceives all the world, was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down
with him.

10And I heard a loud voice in heaven which said –
“Now has begun the day of the salvation, and Power, and Dominion of our God, and the

Rule of his Christ; for the Accuser of our people has been hurled down, he who has
been accusing them before our God day and night.

11 Their victory was due to the blood of the Lamb, and to the message to which they bore
their testimony. In their love of life they shrank not from death.
12Therefore, be glad, heaven, and allwho live in heaven! Alas for the earth and for the sea,
for the devil has gone down to you in great fury, knowing that he has but little time.”
13When theDragon saw that hewas hurled down to the earth, he pursued thewomanwho
had given birth to themale child.
14 But to the woman were given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she might fly to
her place in thewilderness, where she is being tended for one year, and for two years, and
for half a year in safety from the snake.
15Then the snakepouredwater fromitsmouthafter thewoman, likea river, so that itmight
sweep her away.
16 But Earth came to her help, and opened her mouth and drank up the river which the
Dragon had poured out of its mouth.
17The Dragonwas enraged at thewoman, andwent to fight with the rest of her offspring –
those who lay to heart the commands of God and bear their testimony to Jesus;
18and he took his stand on the sea-shore.

13
1 Then I saw, rising out of the sea, a wild Beast with ten horns and seven heads. On its

horns were ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous names.
2The Beast that I sawwas like a leopard; but its feetwere like a bear’s, and itsmouth like

themouth of a lion. The Dragon gave it his power and his throne, and wide dominion.
3One of its heads seemed to me to have been mortally wounded, but its deadly wound

had been healed. The whole earth followed the Beast, wondering;
4andmenworshiped theDragon, because hehad givenhis dominion to theBeast; while,

as they worshiped the Beast, they said – “Who can compare with the Beast? And who can
fight with it?”

5 The Beast was given a mouth that spoke proudly and blasphemously, and it was
empowered to work its will for forty-twomonths.
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6 It opened itsmouth only to blasphemeGod, to blaspheme his name and his tent – those
who live in his tent in heaven.

7 It had been permitted to fight with Christ’s people and to conquer them, and it had
received power over men of every tribe, and people, and language, and nation.

8 All who are living on earth will worship it – all whose names have not been written
in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb that has been sacrificed from the foundation of the
world.

9Let those who have ears hear.
10Whoever is destined for captivity goes into captivity. Whoeverwill kill with the sword

must inevitably be killed with the sword. (Here there is need for endurance and faith on
the part of Christ’s people.)

11Then I saw, rising out of the earth, another wild Beast. It had two horns like those of a
lamb, and its voice was like a dragon’s.

12 It exercises all the authority of thefirst Beast under its eyes; and itmakes the earth and
all who are living on it worship that first Beast, whosemortal woundwas healed.

13 It performs great marvels, even causing fire to fall from the heavens to the earth,
before people’s eyes;

14and in consequence of themarvels which it was allowed to perform under the eyes of
the Beast, it is able to deceive all who are living on the earth. It tells those who live on the
earth tomake a statue in honour of the Beast, who, despite thewound from the sword, yet
lived.

15 It was permitted to breathe life into the image of the Beast, so that the image of the
Beastmight speak; and itwas also permitted to cause allwho refused toworship the image
of the Beast to be put to death.

16High and low, rich andpoor, free and enslaved – it causes a brand to be put on the right
hand or on the forehead of every one of them,

17 so that no one is able to buy or sell, except those that bear this brand – either the name
of the Beast or the number indicated by the letters of his name.

18 (Here there isneed fordiscernment.) Thepersonwithability can compute thenumber
of the Beast; for the number indicates a person’s name. Its number is six hundred and
sixty-six.

14
1Then, inmy vision, I saw the Lamb standing onMount Zion. With himwere a hundred

and forty-four thousand, with his name and the name of his Father written on their
foreheads.

2And I heard a sound from heaven, like the sound of many waters, and like the sound
of a loud peal of thunder; the sound that I heard was like the music of harpers playing on
their harps.

3 They are singing what seems to be a new song, before the throne, and before the four
creatures and the elders; and no one was able to learn that song except the hundred and
forty-four thousand who had been redeemed from earth.

4These are themenwhoneverdefiled themselves in their intercoursewithwomen; they
are as pure as virgins. These are the men who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They
were redeemed as the first-fruits of mankind for God and for the Lamb.

5No lie was ever heard on their lips. They are beyond reach of blame.

6 Then I saw another angel, flying in mid-heaven. He had the good news, decreed from
eternity, to announce to those who live on the earth – to men of every nation, and tribe,
and language, and people;

7 and he cried in a loud voice – “Reverence God, and give him praise (for the hour of his
judgment has come) andworship himwhomade the heaven and the earth and the sea and
all springs of water.”

8 Then a second angel followed, crying – “She has fallen! She has fallen – Babylon the
Great, who has made all the nations drink themaddening wine of her licentiousness!”

9Then a third angel followed them, crying in a loud voice – “Whoeverworships theBeast
and its image, and receives its brand on his forehead or on his hand,

10 that personwill drink themaddeningwine of God that has been poured unmixed into
the cup of his wrath, and theywill be torturedwith fire and sulphur before the eyes of the
holy angels and before the eyes of the Lamb.
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11 The smoke from their torture rises for ever and ever, and they have no rest day nor
night – thosewhoworship theBeast and its image, and allwhoare brandedwith its name.”

12 (Here there is need for enduranceon thepart of Christ’s people – thosewho lay toheart
the commands of God and the faith of Jesus.)

13Then I heard a voice from heaven saying “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who from this
hour die in union with the Lord.’ ”
‘Yes,’ answers the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their toil. Their good deeds go with

them.’
14 Then, in my vision, I saw a white cloud, and on the cloud there was sitting one like a

man. On his head he had a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp sickle.
15Then another angel came out from the Temple, crying in a loud voice to himwhowas

sitting on the cloud – “Take your sickle and reap, for the time to reap has come; theHarvest
of Earth is ready.”

16Hewhowas sitting on the cloud brought his sickle down on the earth, and theHarvest
of Earth was reaped.

17Then another angel came out of the Temple in heaven; he, also, had a sharp sickle.
18 Then another angel came out of the altar; he had power over fire, and he called in a

loud voice to the angel that had the sharp sickle – “Take your sharp sickle, and gather the
bunches from the vine of Earth, for its grapes are ripe.”

19 The angel brought his sickle down on the earth and gathered the fruit of the vine of
Earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.

20The grapeswere trodden in the press outside the city; and blood came out of the press,
rising as high as the bridles of the horses for a distance of two hundredmiles.

15
Vision of Seven Curses

1 Then I saw another portent in the heavens – a great and marvellous portent – seven
angels with the seven last curses; because with them the wrath of God is ended.

2Then I sawwhat appeared to be a sea of glassmixedwith fire; and, standing by this sea
of glass, holding the harps of God, I saw those who had come victorious out of the conflict
with the Beast and its image and the number that formed its name.

3They are singing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb –
“Great and marvellous are your deeds, Lord, our God, the Almighty. Righteous and true

are your ways, eternal King.
4Who will not honour and praise your name, Lord? You alone are holy! All nations will
come andworship before you, for your judgments have becomemanifest.”
5After this I saw that the inmost shrine of the tent of testimony in heaven was opened,
6 and out of it came the seven angels with the seven curses. They were adorned with
precious stones, pure and bright, and had golden girdles round their breasts.
7One of the four creatures gave the seven angels seven golden bowls, filledwith thewrath
of God who lives for ever and ever.
8 The Temple was filled with smoke from the glory and majesty of God; and no one could
enter the Temple, until the seven curses inflicted by the seven angels were at an end.

16
1 Then I heard a loud voice, which came from the Temple, saying to the seven angels –

“Go and empty the seven bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.”
2The first angel went and emptied his bowl on the earth; and it turned to loathsome and

painful sores on all who bore the brand of the Beast and whoworshiped its image.
3Then the second angel emptied his bowl on the sea; and it turned to blood like the blood

of a corpse, and every living thing died – everything in the sea.
4Then the third angel emptied his bowl on the rivers and springs of water; and it turned

to blood.
5And I heard the angel of theWaters saying – “Righteous are you, youwho is andwho is,

the Holy One, in inflicting this judgment;
6 formen shed the blood of Christ’s people and of the prophets, and you have given them

blood to drink. It is what they deserve.”
7And I heard the response from the altar – “Yes, Lord, our God, the Almighty, true and

righteous are they judgments.”
8Then the fourth angel emptiedhis bowl on the sun; andhewaspermitted to scorchmen

with fire;
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9 and men were scorched by the intense heat. They blasphemed the name of God who
controlled these curses, yet they did not repent and give him praise.

10Then the fifth angel emptied his bowl on the throne of the Beast; and darkness fell on
its kingdom. Men gnawed their tongues for pain,

11and blasphemed the God of heaven, because of their pains and because of their sores;
yet they did not repent of what they had done.

12Then the sixth angel emptied his bowl on the great river Euphrates; and the water in
the river was dried up, so that the road for the kings of the East might bemade ready.

13And I saw three foul spirits, like frogs, come from the mouth of the Dragon and from
themouth of the Beast and from themouth of the false prophet.

14 They are the spirits of demons, and perform marvels; they go to kings all over the
world, to collect them for the battle on the great day of Almighty God.

15 (“I am coming like a thief! Happy will he be who is on the watch, and keeps his
clothing at hand, so that he will not have to walk about unclothed and let men see
his nakedness.”)

16And the spirits collected the kings at the place called in Hebrew “Har-Magedon.”
17Then the seventhangel emptiedhisbowlon theair. (A loudvoice came fromthe throne

in the Temple; it said “All is over.”)
18There followed flashes of lightning, cries, and peals of thunder; and there was a great

earthquake, such as had not occurred since man began to be on the earth – none so great;
19 and the great city was torn in three, and the cities of the nation fell, and God

remembered Babylon the Great, and gave her themaddening wine-cup of his wrath;
20and every island vanished, and themountains disappeared.
21Great hailstones, a pound in weight, are falling on men from the heavens. And men

blasphemed God because of the curse of the hail, for it was a very terrible curse.

17
Doom of the Enemies of Christ

1Then one of the seven angels who held the seven bowls came and spoke to me. “Come
here,” he said, “and I will show you the sentence passed on that infamous prostitute who
is seated at themeeting of manywaters,

2andwithwhomall the kings of the earth have had licentious intercourse; while allwho
live on the earth have beenmake drunk by the wine of her licentiousness.”

3Andheboremeaway ina trance toa lonelyplace, and I sawawomanseatedona scarlet
Beast, which was covered with blasphemous names; it had seven heads and ten horns.

4Thewomanwas clothed in purple and scarlet, and glitteringwith gold ornaments, pre-
cious stones, and pearls. In her hand she held a gold cup, full of idolatrous abominations,
and the unclean fruits of her licentiousness;

5while on her foreheadwas inscribed a name that had a hiddenmeaning: “Babylon the
Great, mother of all prostitutes, source of all obscenities on earth.”

6And I saw thewoman drunkwith the blood of Christ’s people andwith the blood of the
martyrs for Jesus. When I saw her, I was amazed beyondmeasure;

7but the angel said tome – “Whywere you amazed? I will tell you themysticmeaning of
the vision of thiswoman, and of the Beast, with the sevenheads and ten horns, that carries
her.

8The Beast that you sawwas, but is not, and is about to rise out of the bottomless pit, and
is on its way to destruction. Those who are living on earth will be amazed – those whose
names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world –when
they see that the Beast was, but is not, and yet will come.”

9 (Here there is need for the discerningmind.) The seven heads are sevenmountains on
which the woman is seated.

10They are also seven kings; of whomfive have fallen and one remains, while one is not
yet come. When he comes, hemust stay for a little while.

11 So must the Beast that was, but is not. He counts as an eighth king, although he is one
of the seven, and is on his way to destruction.

12 The ten horns that you saw are ten kings, who have not yet received their kingdoms,
but for an hour they receive the authority of kings, together with the Beast.

13These kings are of onemind in surrendering their power and authority to the Beast.
14Theywill fight with the Lamb, but the Lambwill conquer them, for he is Lord of lords

and King of kings; so, too, will those with him who have received the call and are chosen
and faithful.
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15And the angel said tome – “Thewaters that you saw,where the prostitute is seated, are
throngs of people andmen of all nations and languages.

16The ten horns that you saw, and the Beast – theywill hate the prostitute, and cause her
to becomedeserted and stripher bare; theywill eat herflesh andutterly consumeherwith
fire.

17 For God has put it into their minds to carry out his purpose, in carrying out their
common purpose and surrendering their kingdoms to the Beast, until God’s decrees will
be executed.

18As for thewomanwhomyou saw, she is the great city that holds swayover all the kings
of the earth.”

18
1After this I saw another angel, descending from heaven, investedwith great authority;

and the earth was illuminated by his splendour.
2With a mighty voice he cried – ‘She has fallen! She has fallen – Babylon the Great! She

has becomean abode of demons, a stronghold of everywicked spirit, a stronghold of every
foul and hateful bird.

3 For, after drinking the maddening wine of her licentiousness, all the nations have
fallen; while all the kings of the earth have had licentious intercourse with her, and the
merchants of the earth have grown rich through the excess of her luxury.’

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying – ‘Come out of her, my people, so that
you may not participate in her sins, and that you may not suffer from the curses inflicted
on her.

5For her sins are heaped up to the heavens, and God has not forgotten her misdeeds.
6Pay her back the treatmentwithwhich she has treated you; yes, repay twice overwhat

her actions deserve; in the cup which shemixed for you, mix for her as much again;
7 for her self-glorification and her luxury, give her now an equalmeasure of torture and

misery. In her heart she says “I sit here a queen; nowidowam I; I will never knowmisery.”
8 Therefore in one day will these curses strike her – death, misery, and famine, and she

will be utterly consumed by fire; for mighty is the Lord Godwho condemned her.’
9All thekingsof theearthwhohad licentious intercoursewithherandsharedher luxury

will weep and lament over her, when they see the smoke from the burning city,
10while they stand at a distance, horrified at her torture, and cry – ‘Alas! Alas! Great city!

Mighty city of Babylon! In a single hour your judgment fell.’
11And themerchantsof theearthweepandwail overher, becauseno longerdoesanyone

buy their cargoes –
12 their cargoes of gold, or silver, or precious stones, or pearls, or fine linen, or purple

robes, or silk, or scarlet cloth; nor their many scented woods; nor their many articles of
ivory; nor their many articles of choicest wood, or brass, or iron, or marble;

13nor their cinnamon, or spice, or incense, or perfumes, or frankincense, orwine, or oil,
or fine flour, or wheat, or cattle, or sheep; nor their horses, or chariots, or slaves; nor the
bodies and souls of people.

14 The fruit that your soul craved is no longer within your reach, and all dainties and
luxuries are lost to you, never to be found again.

15 The merchants who sold these things, and grew rich by her, will stand at a distance
weeping andwailing, horrified at her torture, and crying –

16 ‘Alas! Alas! Great city! City clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet cloth! City
adorned with gold ornaments, and precious stones, and pearls!

17 In a single hour your vast wealth vanished.’ Every ship’s captain and all who sail to
any port, and sailors, and all who get their living from the sea, stood at a distance,

18 and seeing the smoke from the burning city, cried – ‘What city can compare with the
Great city?’

19They threw dust on their heads, and, as theywept andwailed, they cried – ‘Alas! Alas!
Great city! All who have ships on the sea grew rich through her magnificence. In a single
hour it has vanished.’

20Rejoice over her, heaven, and people of Christ, and apostles, and prophets, for God has
avenged you on her!

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and threw it into the sea,
crying – ‘So will Babylon, the great city, be violently overthrown, never more to be seen.

22 No more will the music of harpers, or minstrels, or flute players, or trumpeters be
heard in you, nomorewill anyworker, skilled in any art, be found in you; nomorewill the
sound of a mill be heard in you;
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23 no more will the light of a lamp shine in you; no more will the voices of groom and
bride be heard in you. Yourmerchants were the great men of the earth, for all the nations
were deceived by yourmagical charms.’

24Yes, and in herwas to be found the blood of the prophets and of Christ’s people, and of
all who have been put to death on the earth.

19
1After this, I heardwhat seemed to be a great shout froma vast throng in heaven, crying

–
“Hallelujah! To our God belong salvation, and glory, and Power,
2 for true and righteous are his judgments. For he has passed judgment on the infamous
prostitutewhowas corrupting theearthbyher licentiousness, andhehas takenvengeance
on her for the blood of his servants.”
3Again they cried – “Hallelujah!” And the smoke from her ruins rises for ever and ever.
4Then the twenty-foureldersand theFourcreaturesprostrated themselvesandworshiped
Godwhowas seated on the throne, crying – “Amen, Hallelujah!”;
5and from the throne there came a voice which said –
“Praise our God all you who serve him, You whoworship him, both high and low.”
6Then I heardwhat seemed to be the shout of a vast throng, like the sound ofmanywaters,
and like the sound of loud peals of thunder, crying –
“Hallelujah! For the Lord is king, our God, the Almighty.
7Let us rejoice and exalt; andwewill pay him honour, for the hour for theMarriage of the
Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready.
8And to her it has been granted to robe herself in fine linen, white and pure, for that linen
is the good deeds of the people of Christ.”
9 Then a voice said to me “Write – ‘Blessed are those who have been summoned to the
marriage feast of the Lamb.’ ” And the voice said – “These words of God are true.”
10 I prostratedmyself at the feet of himwho spoke toworshiphim, but he said tome – “No! I
amyour fellow servant, and the fellow servant of your brothers and sisterswho bear their
testimony to Jesus. Worship God. For to bear testimony to Jesus needs the inspiration of
the prophets.”
11 Then I saw that heaven lay open. There appears a white horse; its rider is called
“Faithful” and “True”; righteously does he judge andmake war.
12His eyes are flaming fires; on his head there are many diadems, and he bears a name,
written, which no one knows but himself;
13 he has been clothed in a garment sprinkled with blood; and the name by which he is
called is “TheWord of God.”
14The armies of heaven followed him, mounted onwhite horses and clothed in fine linen,
white and pure.
15From his mouth comes a sharp sword, with which to smite the nations; and he will rule
them with an iron rod. He treads the grapes in the press of the maddening wine of the
wrath of Almighty God;
16and on his robe and on his thigh he has this namewritten – “KINGOF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS.”

17Then I saw an angel standing on the sun. He cried in a loud voice to all the birds that
fly inmid-heaven – “Gather and come to the great feast of God,

18 to eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of commanders, and the flesh of mighty men,
and the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all free and enslaved, and of high
and low.”

19Then I saw the Beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, gathered together to
fight with himwho sat on the horse and with his army.

20 The Beast was captured, and with him was taken the false prophet, who performed
the marvels before the eyes of the Beast, with which he deceived those who had received
the brand of the Beast and those whoworshiped his image. Alive, they were thrown, both
of them, into the lake of fire – of burning sulphur.

21 The rest were killed by the sword which came out of the mouth of him who rode on
the horse; and all the birds fed on their flesh.



Revelation 20:1 484 Revelation 21:8

20
1Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, with the key of the bottomless pit and

a great chain in his hand.
2He seized the Dragon, the primeval snake (who is the “devil” or “Satan”), and bound

him in chains for a thousand years.
3He flung him into the bottomless pit and locked it, and set his seal on it; that he should

not deceive the nations anymore, until the thousand yearswere ended. After that hemust
be let loose for a while.

4Then I saw thrones, and to thosewho took their seats on themauthoritywas given toact
as judges. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony
to Jesus and because of themessage of God, for they had refused toworship the Beast or its
image, and had not received the brand on their foreheads and on their hands. They were
restored to life, and they reigned with the Christ for a thousand years.

5 (The rest of the dead were not restored to life until the thousand years were ended.)
This is the first resurrection.

6Blessed and holywill he bewho shares in that first resurrection. The second Death has
nopowerover them; but theywill bepriests ofGod, and theChrist, and theywill reignwith
him for the thousand years.

7When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be let loose from his prison,
8 and he will come out to deceive the nations that live in the four corners of the earth –

Gog andMagog. Hewill come to gather them together for battle; and their numberwill be
as great as the sand on the sea-shore.

9Theywent up over the breadth of thewhole earth, and surrounded the campof Christ’s
people and the city that he loves. Then fire fell from the heavens and consumed them;

10 and the devil, their deceiver, was hurled into the lake of fire and sulphur, where the
Beast and the false prophet alreadywere, and theywill be tortured day and night for ever
and ever.

11 Then I saw a great white throne, and him who was seated on it. The earth and the
heavens fled from his presence; no place was left for them.

12And I saw the dead, high and low, standing before the throne; and bookswere opened.
Then another book was opened, the book of life; and the dead were judged, according to
their actions, by what was written in the books.

13 The sea gave up its dead, and Death and Hades gave up their dead; and they were
judged, one by one, each according to his actions.

14Then Death andHades were hurled into the lake of fire. This is the Second Death – the
lake of fire;

15 and all whose names were not found written in the book of life were hurled into the
lake of fire.

21
The New Creation

1 Then I saw new heavens and a new earth. The former heavens and the former earth
had passed away; and the sea has ceased to be.

2And I saw theHolyCity, Jerusalem, descendingnewout ofheaven fromGod, like abride
adorned in readiness for her husband.

3And I heard a loud voice from the throne, which said – “See! The tent of God is set up
among people. God will live among them, and they will be his Peoples, and God himself
will be among them,

4 and he will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, nor will
there be anymore grief or crying or pain. The old order has passed away.”

5And hewhowas seated on the throne said – “See, I make all things new!” And he said –
“Write this, for these words may be trusted and are true.”

6And he said to me – “They are fulfilled. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the End. To those who thirst I will give of the spring of the water of life, freely.

7 Those who conquer will enter into possession of these things, and I will be their God,
and they will be my children.

8 But as for cowards, unbelievers, the degraded, murderers, the impure, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars – their place will be in the burning lake of fire and sulphur. That
is the Second Death.”
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9Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls, andwere ladenwith the seven
last curses, came and spoke to me. “Come here,” he said, “and I will show you the Bride,
theWife of the Lamb.”

10He carried me away in a trance to a great high mountain, and showed me Jerusalem,
the Holy City, descending out of heaven from God, filled with the glory of God.

11 Its brilliance was like a precious stone, like a jasper, transparent as crystal.
12 It had a great high wall, in which were twelve gates; and at these gates there were

twelve angels, and therewere names inscribed on the gates, the names of the twelve tribes
of the Israelites.

13There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south,
and three gates on the west.

14Thewall of the city had twelve foundation stones, onwhichwere the twelve names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 And the angel who was speaking to me had as a measure a gold rod, with which to
measure the city and its gates and its wall.

16The city is square; the length and the breadth are the same. The angel measured with
his rod; it was twelve hundredmiles; its length, and breadth, and height are equal.

17 Then he measured the wall; it was two hundred and eighty-eight feet, as people
measure, that is as the angel measured.

18Thematerial of thewall of the citywas jasper, and the citywasbuilt of pure gold,which
shone like clear glass.

19The foundations of the wall of the city were ornamented with every kind of precious
stone. The first foundation stone was a jasper; the second a sapphire; the third a
chalcedony; the fourth an emerald;

20 the fifth a sardonyx; the sixth a carnelian; the seventh a chrysolite; the eighth a beryl;
the ninth a topaz; the tenth a chrysoprase; the eleventh a hyacinth; and the twelfth an
amethyst.

21The twelve gates weremade of twelve pearls, each gate of one pearl. The street of the
city was of pure gold, transparent as glass.

22And I saw no Temple there, for the Lord, our God, the Almighty, and the Lamb are its
Temple.

23 The city has no need of the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
illuminated it, and its Lampwas the Lamb.

24The nations walk by the light of it; and the kings of the earth bring their glory into it.
25 Its gates will never be shut by day, and there will be no night there.
26And people will bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.
27Never will any unhallowed thing enter it, nor they whose life is shameful and false,

but only those whose names have been written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22
1And the angel showed me a river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, issuing from

the throne of God and of the Lamb,
2 in the middle of the street of the city. On each side of the river was a Tree of life which

bore twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit eachmonth; and the leaves of the treewere for
the healing of the nations.

3Every thing that is accursedwill cease to be. The throne of God and of the Lambwill be
within it, and his servants will worship him;

4 they will see his face, and his namewill be on their foreheads.
5Night will cease to be. They have no need of the light of a lamp, nor have they the light

of the sun; for the Lord Godwill be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever.

Conclusion
6 Then the angel said to me – ‘These words may be trusted and are true. The Lord, the

God that inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants whatmust quickly take
place;

7 and they said “I will come quickly.” Blessed will he be who lays to heart the words of
the prophecy contained in this book.’

8 It was I, John, who heard and saw these things; and, when I heard and saw them, I
prostratedmyself in worship at the feet of the angel that showed them tome.

9But he said to me – ‘Forbear; I am your fellow servant, and the fellow servant of your
fellow prophets, and of all who lay to heart the words in this book. Worship God.’
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10Then the angel said tome – ‘Donot keep secret thewords of the prophecy contained in
this book; for the time is near.

11 Let the wrongdoer continue to do wrong; the filthy-minded continue to be filthy; the
righteous continue to act righteously; and the holy-minded continue to be holy.’

12 (“I will come quickly. I bring my rewards with me, to give to each what their
actions deserve.

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the beginning and the
End.”)

14 Blessed will they be who wash their robes! They will have the right to approach the
Tree of life, andmay enter the city by the gates.

15Outside will be the filthy, the sorcerers, the impure, the murderers, the idolaters, and
all who love the false and live it.

16 “I, Jesus, sent my angel to bear testimony to you about these things before the
churches. I amtheScionandtheOffspringofDavid, thebright starof theMorning.”

17 “Come,” say the Spirit and the Bride; and all who hear, say “Come.” All who thirst,
come; anyone whowants, take the water of life freely.

18 I declare to all who hear thewords of the prophecy contained in this book – “If anyone
adds to it, God will add to his troubles the curses described in this book;

19 and if anyone takes away any of the words in the book containing this prophecy, God
will take away his share in the Tree of life, and in theHoly City – as described in this book.”

20He whose testimony this is says – “Assuredly I will come quickly.” “Amen, come,
Lord Jesus.”

21May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ, be with his people.
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