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The
Good News According to

Matthew
The Birth, Parentage and Infancy

1 A genealogy of Jesus Christ, a descendant of David and
Abraham.

2Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac of Jacob, Jacob of
Judah and his brothers,

3 Judah of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,
Perez of Hezron, Hezron of Aram,

4 Aram of Aminadab, Aminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of
Salmon,

5 Salmon of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz of Obed,
whosemother was Ruth, Obed of Jesse,

6 Jesse of David the King. David was the father of Solomon,
whosemother was Uriah’s widow,

7 Solomon of Rehoboam, Rehoboam of Abijah, Abijah of
Asa,

8 Asa of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat of Joram, Joram of
Uzziah,

9Uzziah of Jotham, Jotham of Ahaz, Ahaz of Hezekiah,
10 Hezekiah of Manasseh, Manasseh of Amon, Amon of

Josiah,
11 Josiah of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the

Exile to Babylon.
12After the Exile to Babylon – Jechoniah was the father of

Salathiel, Salathiel of Zerubbabel,
13Zerubbabel of Abiud, Abiud of Eliakim, Eliakim of Azor,
14Azor of Zadok, Zadok of Achim, Achim of Eliud,
15Eliud of Eleazar, Eleazar of Matthan, Matthan of Jacob,
16 Jacob of Joseph, the husband of Mary, who was the

mother of Jesus, who is called “Christ”.
17 So the whole number of generations from Abraham to

David is fourteen; from David to the Exile to Babylon four-
teen; and from the Exile to Babylon to the Christ fourteen.

18This is how Jesus Christ was born:
His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but, before the

marriage took place, she found herself to be pregnant by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

19Her husband, Joseph, was a just man and, since he did
not want to disgrace her publicly, he resolved to put an end
to their engagement privately.
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20Hehadbeen thinking this over,whenanangel of theLord
appeared to him in a dream.
‘Joseph, son of David,’ the angel said, ‘do not be afraid to

take Mary for your wife, for her child has been conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

21 She will give birth to a son; name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.’

22All this happened in fulfilment of thesewords of the Lord
through the prophet, where he says –
23 “The virgin will conceive and will give birth to a son, and

they will give him the name Immanuel”

– a word whichmeans “God is with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord had
directed him.
25 He made Mary his wife, but they did not sleep together
before the birth of her son; and to this son he gave the name
Jesus.

2
1After the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem in Judea, in the reign

of King Herod, some astrologers from the East arrived in
Jerusalem, asking,

2 ‘Where is the newborn king of the Jews? For we saw his
star in the east, and have come to worship him.’

3When King Herod heard of this, he was much troubled,
and so too was all Jerusalem.

4He called together all the chief priests and teachers of the
Lawin thenation, andquestioned themas towhere theChrist
was to be born.

5 ‘At Bethlehem in Judea,’was their answer, ‘for it is said in
the prophet –
6 “And you, Bethlehem in Judah’s land,

are in no way least among the chief cities of Judah,
for out of you will come a ruler –

whowill shepherdmy people Israel.” ’
7ThenHerod secretly sent for theastrologers. He foundout

from them the time of the appearance of the star.
8 Sending them to Bethlehem he said, ‘Go and make a

careful search for the child. Whenyouhave foundhim, bring
word back to me, so that I, too, can go andworship him.’

9 The astrologers heard what the king had to say, and then
continued their journey. The star which they had seen in the
east led them on, until it reached and stood over the place
where the child was.

10At the sight of the star they were filled with joy.
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11 Entering the house, they saw the child with his mother,
Mary, and fell at his feet and worshipped him. Then
they opened their treasure chests, and offered to the child
presents of gold, frankincense, andmyrrh.

12But afterwards, having beenwarned in a dreamnot to go
back toHerod, they returned to their owncountrybyanother
road.

13 After they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his
mother, and seek refuge in Egypt; and stay there until I tell
you to return, for Herod is about to search for the child, to
put him to death.’

14 Joseph woke up, and taking the child and his mother by
night, went into Egypt,

15 and there he stayed until Herod’s death. This was in
fulfilment of these words of the Lord in the prophet, where
he says –
“Out of Egypt I calledmy Son.”

16When Herod found out that the astrologers had tricked
him, he flew into a rage. He sent and put to death all the boys
in Bethlehem and the whole of that region, who were two
years old or under, guided by the time which he had learned
from the astrologers.

17 Then were fulfilled these words spoken in the prophet
Jeremiah, where he says –
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping andmourning loudly;
Rachel, weeping for her children,

refusing all comfort for they were dead.”
19But, on thedeath ofHerod, an angel of theLord appeared

in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said,
20 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go into the

Land of Israel, for thosewho sought to take the child’s life are
dead.’

21He woke up, and taking the child and his mother, went
into the Land of Israel.

22 But, hearing that Archelaus had succeeded his father
Herod as king of Judea, he was afraid to go back there; and
having been warned in a dream, he went into the part of the
country called Galilee.

23There he settled in the town of Nazareth, in fulfilment of
these words in the prophets – “Hewill be called a Nazarene.”

3
The Preparation
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1About that time John the Baptist first appeared, proclaim-
ing in the wilderness of Judea:

2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’
3 Johnwas theonewhowas spokenof in theprophet Isaiah,

where he says –
“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
‘Make ready the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”

4 John’s clothes were made of camels’ hair, with a leather
strap round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey.

5At that time Jerusalem, and all Judea, as well as thewhole
district of the Jordan, went out to him

6 and were baptised by him in the Jordan River, confessing
their sins.

7But when John sawmany of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to receive his baptism, he said to them, ‘You children
of snakes! Who has prompted you to seek refuge from the
coming judgment?

8Let your life, then, prove your repentance;
9 and do not think that you can say among yourselves

“Abraham is our ancestor,” for I tell you that out of these
stones God is able to raise descendants for Abraham!

10Already the axe is lying at the root of the trees. Therefore
every tree that fails to bear good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.

11 I, indeed, baptiseyouwithwater to teachrepentance; but
he who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am
not fit even to carry his sandals. He will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire.

12His winnowing-fan is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing-floor, and store his grain in the barn, but the chaff
he will burn with a fire that cannot be put out.’

13Then Jesus came fromGalilee to the Jordan, to John, to be
baptised by him.

14But John tried to prevent him.
‘I need to be baptised by you,’ he said, ‘so why have you

come tome?’
15 ‘This is the way it should be for now,’ Jesus answered,

‘because we should do everything that God requires.’ So
John agreed.

16After the baptism of Jesus, and just as he came up from
the water, the heavens opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
coming down like a dove and resting on him,

17 and from the heavens there came a voice which said,
‘This is my dearly loved son, who brings me great joy.’
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4
1Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the Spirit to

be tempted by the devil.
2And, after he had fasted for forty days and forty nights, he

became hungry.
3The Tempter came to him, and said:

‘If you are God’s Son, tell these stones to become loaves of
bread.’

4But Jesus answered, ‘Scripture says –
“It is not on bread alone that a person is to live, but on

every word that comes from themouth of God.” ’
5Then the devil took him to theHoly City, and, placing himon
the parapet of the temple, said to him,
6 ‘If you are God’s Son, throw yourself down, for scripture
says –
“Hewill give his angels commands about you,
and on their hands they will lift you up,
so you do not even strike your foot against a stone.” ’
7 ‘Scripture also says,’ answered Jesus,
‘ “Youmust not tempt the Lord your God.” ’
8The third time, the devil took Jesus to a very highmountain,
and, showing him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendour, said to him:
9 ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall at my feet and

worshipme.’

10 Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go away, Satan! For scripture
says –
“Youmust worship the Lord your God, andworship him

only.” ’
11Then the devil left him alone, and angels came and helped
him.

TheWork in Galilee
12 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he re-

turned to Galilee.
13 Afterwards, leaving Nazareth, he went and settled at

Capernaum,which isby thesideof the sea,within theborders
of Zebulun and Naphtali;

14 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet Isaiah –
15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
the land of the Road by the sea, and beyond the Jordan,

with Galilee of the Gentiles –
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16The people whowere living in darkness
have seen a great light,

and, for those whowere living in the shadow-land of death,
a light has dawned!”

17At that time Jesus began to proclaim –
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’

18As Jesuswaswalkingalong the shoreof the SeaofGalilee,
he saw two brothers – Simon, also known as Peter, and his
brother Andrew – casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen.

19 ‘Come and followme,’ Jesus said, ‘and Iwill teach you
to fish for people.’

20The twomen left their nets at once and followed him.
21Going further on, he saw two other men who were also

brothers, James, Zebedee’s son, and his brother John, in their
boat with their father, mending their nets. Jesus called them,

22 and they at once left their boat and their father, and
followed him.

23 Jesus went all through Galilee, teaching in their syn-
agogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and
curing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness
among the people;

24 and his fame spread all through Syria. They brought to
him all who were ill with any form of disease, or who were
suffering pain – any who were either possessed by demons,
or were lunatic, or paralysed; and he cured them.

25He was followed by large crowds from Galilee, the dis-
trict of theTenTowns, Jerusalem, Judea, and frombeyond the
Jordan.

5
1 On seeing the crowds of people, Jesus went up the hill;

and,whenhehad takenhis seat, his disciples cameup tohim;
2and he began to teach them, saying:

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4Blessed are themourners,
for they will be comforted.

5Blessed are the gentle,
for they will inherit the earth.

6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness,

for they will be satisfied.
7Blessed are themerciful,

for they will findmercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
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for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted in the

cause of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 ‘Blessedareyouwhenpeople insultyou,andpersecute
you, and say all kinds of evil lies about you because of
me.
12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward in heaven
will be great; this is the way they persecuted the
prophets who lived before you.

13 ‘You are salt for the world. But if salt becomes
tasteless, how can it bemade salty again? It is no longer
good for anything, but is thrown away, and trampled
underfoot.

14 It is you who are the light of the world. A town that
stands on a hill cannot be hidden.

15People do not light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on the lamp-stand, where it gives light to everyone
in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before the eyes of others
so that, seeing your good actions, they will praise your
Father who is in heaven.

17 ‘Do not think that I have come to do away with the
Law or the prophets; I have not come to do away with
them, but to complete them.

18 For I tell you, until the heavens and the earth dis-
appear, not even the smallest letter, nor one stroke of
a letter, will disappear from the Law until all is done.

19Whoever, therefore, breaks one of these command-
ments, even the least of them, and teaches others to do
so, will be the least esteemed in the kingdom of heaven;
but whoever keeps them, and teaches others to do so,
will be esteemed great in the kingdom of heaven.

20 Indeed I tell you that, unless you obey God’s com-
mands better than of the teachers of the Law, and Phar-
isees, youwill never enter the kingdom of heaven.

21 ‘You have heard that to our ancestors it was said –
“Youmust not commitmurder,” and “Whoever commits
murder will be brought to trial.”

22 But I say to you that anyone who is angry at their
brother or sister will be brought to trial; and whoever
insults their brother or sisterwill be brought before the
High Council, while whoever calls them a fool will be in
danger of the fires of Gehenna.
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23 Therefore, when presenting your gift at the altar,
if even there you remember that your brother or sister
has something against you,

24 leave your gift there, before the altar, go and be
reconciled to them, first, then come and present your
gift.

25Be ready to make friends with your opponent, even
whenyoumeet themonyourway to thecourt; otherwise
they might hand you over to the judge, and the judge to
the judicial officer, and youwill be thrown into prison.

26 I tell you, you will not come out until you have paid
the last cent.

27 ‘You have heard that it was said – “You must not
commit adultery.”

28 But I say to you that anyone who looks at a woman
and desires her has already committed adultery with
her in his heart.

29 If your right eye causes you to sin, take it out and
throw it away. It would be best for you to lose one part
of your body, and not to have thewhole of it thrown into
Gehenna.

30 And, if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away. It would be best for you to lose one
partofyourbody, andnot tohave thewholeof it godown
to Gehenna.

31 ‘It was also said – “Let anyone who divorces his wife
serve her with a notice of separation.”

32 But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife,
except on the ground of some serious sexual sin, leads
to her committing adultery; while anyone who marries
her after her divorce is guilty of adultery.

33Again, you have heard that our ancestors were told
– “Donot break your oaths, keep your vows to the Lord.”

34But I say to you that youmust not swear at all, either
by heaven, since that is God’s throne,

35 or by the earth, since that is his footstool, or by
Jerusalem, since that is the city of the Great King.

36Norshouldyouswearbyyourhead, sinceyoucannot
make a single hair either white or black.

37 Let your words be simply “Yes” or “No”; anything
beyond this comes fromwhat is evil.

38 ‘You have heard that it was said – “An eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth.”

39 But I say to you that you must not resist those who
wrong you; but, if anyone strikes you on the right cheek,
turn the other to them also.
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40 If someone sues you for your shirt, let them have
your cloak as well.

41 If you are forced to carry a soldier’s pack for one
mile, carry it two.

42 Give to anyone who asks and, if someone wants to
borrow from you, do not turn them away.

43Youhaveheard that itwas said – “Youmust loveyour
neighbour and hate your enemy.”

44 But what I tell you is this: love your enemies, and
pray for those who persecute you,

45so that youmaybecomechildrenof yourFatherwho
is in heaven; for he causes his sun to rise on bad and
good alike, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous.

46For, if you loveonly thosewho loveyou,what reward
will you have? Even the tax collectors do this!

47And, if you only welcome your brothers and sisters,
what are youdoingmore thanothers? Even theGentiles
do this!

48 You, then, must become perfect – as your heavenly
Father is perfect.

6
1 ‘Take care not to perform your religious duties in

public in order to be seen by others; if you do, your
Father who is in heaven has no reward for you.

2 Therefore, when you do acts of charity, do not have
a trumpet blown in front of you, as hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets so that people will praise
them. There, I tell you, is their reward!

3But, when you do acts of charity, do not let your left
hand knowwhat your right hand is doing,

4 so that your charity may be secret; and your Father,
who sees what is in secret, will reward you.

5 ‘And, when you pray, you are not to behave as hyp-
ocrites do. They like to pray standing in the synagogues
and at the corners of the streets, so that people will see
them. There, I tell you, is their reward!

6But, when one of you prays, they should go into their
own room, shut the door, and pray to their Father who
dwells in secret; and their Father, who sees what is
secret, will reward them.

7 When praying, do not repeat the same words over
andoveragain, as isdoneby theGentiles,who think that
by usingmanywords they will obtain a hearing.
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8 Do not imitate them; for God, your Father, knows
what you need before you ask him.

9You, therefore, should pray like this –
“Our Father, who is in heaven,
may your name be held holy,
10your kingdom come, your will be done –

on earth, as in heaven.
11Give us today

the bread that wewill need;
12and forgive us our wrongdoings,

as we have forgiven those who have wronged us;
13and take us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.”
14For, if you forgiveothers their offences, yourheavenly
Father will forgive you also;
15 but, if you do not forgive others their offences, not
even your Father will forgive your offences.

16 ‘And, when you fast, do not put on gloomy looks, as
hypocrites dowho disfigure their faces so that theymay
be seen by people to be fasting. That, I tell you, is their
reward!

17But, when one of you fasts, they should anoint their
head andwash their face,

18 so that theymay not be seen by people to be fasting,
but by their Father who dwells in secret; and their Fa-
ther, who sees what is secret, will reward them.

19 ‘Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal.

20 But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where
thieves do not break in or steal.

21For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.

22 The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is
unclouded, your whole body will be lit up;

23 but, if your eye is diseased, your whole body will
be darkened. And, if the inner light is darkness, how
intensemust that darkness be!

24 No one can serve two masters, for either they will
hate one and love the other, or else they will attach
themselves to one and despise the other. You cannot
serve both God andMoney.

25 ‘This iswhyIsaytoyou,Donotbeanxiousaboutyour
life –whatyoucanget toeatordrink, oraboutyourbody
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–whatyoucanget towear. Isnot lifemore thanfood, and
the bodymore than clothing?

26 Look at the wild birds – they neither sow, nor reap,
nor gather into barns; and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them! Aren’t youmore precious than they?

27 But which of you, by being anxious, can prolong
their life a singlemoment?

28And why be anxious about clothing? Study the wild
lilies, and how they grow. They neither toil nor spin;

29 yet I tell you that even Solomon in all his splendour
was not robed like one of these.

30 If God so clothes even the grass of the field, which is
living today and tomorrowwill be thrown into the oven,
won’t hemuchmore clothe you, you of little faith?

31Do not then ask anxiously “What can we get to eat?”
or “What can we get to drink?” or “What can we get to
wear?”

32 All these are the things for which the nations are
seeking, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all.

33 But first seek his kingdom and the righteousness
that he requires, and then all these things will be added
for you.

34 Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will bring its own anxieties. Every day has
trouble enough of its own.

7
1 ‘Do not judge and youwill not be judged.
2 For, just as you judge others, you will yourselves be

judged, and the standard that you use will be used for
you.

3 Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your
friend’s eye, while you pay no attention at all to the
plank of wood in yours?

4How will you say to your friend “Let me take out the
speck from your eye,”when all the time there is a plank
in your own?

5 Hypocrite! Take out the plank from your own eye
first, and then you will see clearly how to take out the
speck from your friend’s.

6 ‘Donot givewhat is sacred to dogs; theywill turn and
maul you. Do not throw your pearls before pigs; they
will trample themunderfoot.

7Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.
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8 For the person who asks receives, the person who
searchesfinds, andthedoorwillbeopenedto theperson
who knocks.

9 Who among you, when their child asks them for
bread, will give them a stone,

10or when they ask for a fish, will give them a snake?
11 If you, then, wicked though you are, know how to

give good gifts to your children, how much more will
your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those
who ask him!

12 ‘Do to others whatever you would wish them to do
to you; for that is the teaching of both the Law and the
prophets.

13 Go in by the small gate. The road that leads to
destruction is broad and spacious, andmany go in by it.

14For thegate is small, and the roadnarrow, that leads
to life, and there are fewwho find it.

15 ‘Beware of false teachers – people who come to you
in the guise of sheep, but at heart they are ravenous
wolves.

16Bythefruitof their livesyouwillknowthem. Dopeo-
ple pick grapes from thornbushes, orfigs from thistles?

17 So, too, every sound tree bears good fruit, while a
worthless tree bears bad fruit.

18 A sound tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a
worthless tree bear good fruit.

19 Every tree that fails to bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.

20 So it is by the fruit of their lives that you will know
such people.

21Not everyone who says tome “Master! Master!” will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the
will ofmy Father who is in heaven.

22On that daymanywill say tome “Master,Master, was
not it in your name that we taught, and in your name
thatwedrove out demons, and in your name thatwedid
manymiracles?”

23Andthen Iwill say to themplainly “Ineverknewyou.
Go frommy presence, youwho live in sin.”

24 ‘Everyone, therefore, who listens to this teaching
of mine and acts on it may be compared to a prudent
person, who built their house on the rock.

25 The rain poured down, the rivers rose, the winds
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, for its
foundations were on the rock.
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26 Everyone who listens to this teaching of mine and
does not act on it may be compared to a foolish person,
who built their house on the sand.

27 The rain poured down, the rivers rose, the winds
blew and struck against that house, and it fell with a
great crash.’

28 By the time that Jesus had finished speaking, the crowd
was filled with amazement at his teaching.

29 For he taught them like one who had authority, and not
like their teachers of the Law.

8
1When Jesus had come down from the hill, great crowds

followed him.
2He saw a leper who came up, and bowed to the ground

before him, and said, ‘Master, if only you are willing, you are
able to makeme clean.’

3 Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched him, saying as he
did so, ‘I amwilling; become clean.’ Instantly he wasmade
clean from his leprosy;

4 and then Jesus said to him, ‘Be careful not to say a
word to anyone, but go and show yourself to the priest,
and offer the gift directed byMoses, as evidence of your
cure.’

5 After Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion in the
Roman army came up to him, entreating his help.

6 ‘Sir,’ he said, ‘mymanservant is lying ill at my house with
a stroke of paralysis, and is suffering terribly.’

7 ‘I will come and cure him,’ answered Jesus.
8 ‘Sir,’ the centurionwent on, ‘I amunworthy to receive you

under my roof; but only speak, and my manservant will be
cured.

9 For I myself am a man under the orders of others, with
soldiers under me; and, if I say to one of them “Go,” he goes,
and to another “Come,” he comes, and to my slave “Do this,”
he does it.’

10 Jesus was surprised to hear this, and said to those who
were following him, ‘Never I tell you, in any Israelite have
Imet with such faith as this!

11Yes, and many will come in from East and West and
take their places beside Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in
the kingdom of heaven;

12while the heirs to the kingdomwill be banished into
the darkness outside; there, there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth.’
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13Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Gonow, and it will be
according to your faith.’ And the man was cured that very
hour.

14 When Jesus went into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s
mother-in-law prostrated with fever.

15 On his taking her hand, the fever left her, and she rose
and began to take care of him.

16 In the evening the people brought to Jesus many who
were possessed by demons; and he drove out the spirits with
a word, and cured all who were ill,

17 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet Isaiah – “He
took our infirmities on himself, and bore the burden of our
diseases.”

18Seeinga crowdroundhim, Jesus gaveorders to goacross.
19A teacher of the Law came up to him, and said, ‘Teacher,

I will follow youwherever you go.’
20 ‘Foxes have holes,’ answered Jesus, ‘and wild birds

their nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.’

21 ‘Master,’ said another, who was a disciple, ‘let me first go
and burymy father.’

22But Jesus answered, ‘Followme, and leave the dead to
bury their dead.’

23Then he got into the boat, followed by his disciples.
24 Suddenly so great a storm came up on the sea, that the

waves broke right over the boat. But Jesus was asleep;
25 and the disciples came and roused him. ‘Master,’ they

cried, ‘save us; we are lost!’
26 ‘Why are you so timid?’ he said. ‘You of little faith!’

Then Jesus rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and a
great calm followed.

27 The men were amazed, and exclaimed, ‘What kind of
man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!’

28On getting to the other side – the region of the Gadarenes
– Jesusmet twomenwhowere possessed by demons, coming
out of the tombs. They were so violent that no one was able
to pass that way.

29 Suddenly they shrieked out, ‘What do you want with us,
Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before our
time?’

30A long way off, there was a herd of many pigs, feeding;
31 and the foul spirits began begging Jesus, ‘If you drive us

out, send us into the herd of pigs.’
32 ‘Go,’ he said. The spirits came out, and entered the pigs;

and thewhole herd rushed down the steep slope into the sea,
and died in the water.
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33At this the men who tended them ran away and went to
the town, carrying the news of all that had occurred, and of
what had happened to the possessedmen.

34At the news the whole townwent out to meet Jesus, and,
when they sawhim, they entreatedhim to goaway from their
region.

9
1Afterwards Jesus got into a boat, and, crossing over, came

to his own city.
2 There some people brought to him a paralysed man on

a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man,
‘Courage, child! Your sins are forgiven.’

3Then some of the teachers of the Law said to themselves,
‘This man is blaspheming!’

4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus exclaimed, ‘Why do you
cherish suchwicked thoughts?

5 Which, I ask, is the easier? – to say “Your sins are
forgiven”? Or to say “Get up, andwalk”?

6 But to show you that the Son of Man has power on
earth to forgive sins’ – then he said to the paralysed man
– ‘Get up, take up your bed, and return to your home.’

7Theman got up andwent to his home.
8 When the crowd saw this, they were awe-struck, and

praised God for giving such power to human beings.
9As Jesuswent along, he sawaman, calledMatthew, sitting

in the taxoffice, andsaid tohim, ‘Followme.’ Matthewgotup
and followed him.

10And, later on, when hewas having dinner in the house, a
number of tax collectors and outcasts came in and took their
places at the table with Jesus and his disciples.

11When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,
‘Why does your teacher eat in the company of tax collectors
and outcasts?’

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not those who are
healthy who need a doctor, but those who are ill.

13Go and learn what this means – “I desire mercy, and
not sacrifice”; for I didnot come to call the religious, but
the outcast.’

14 Then John’s disciples came to Jesus, and asked, ‘Why do
we and the Pharisees fast while your disciples do not?’

15 Jesus answered, ‘Can the groom’s friends mourn as
long as the groom is with them? But the days will come,
when the groomwill be taken away from them, and they
will fast then.
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16Nobodyeverputsapieceofunshrunkclothonanold
garment; for such a patch tears away from the garment,
and aworse tear ismade.

17Nor do people put newwine into old wine-skins; for,
if they do, the skins burst, and the wine runs out, and
the skinsare lost; but theyputnewwine into fresh skins,
and so both are preserved.’

18While Jesuswas saying this, a synagogue leader came up
and bowed to the ground before him. ‘My daughter,’ he said,
‘has just died; but come and place your hand on her, and she
will be restored to life.’

19 So Jesus rose and followed him, and his disciples went
also.

20 But meanwhile a woman, who had been suffering from
haemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind and touched
the tassel of his cloak.

21 ‘If I only touch his cloak,’ she said to herself, ‘I will get
well.’

22Turning and seeing her, Jesus said, ‘Courage, daughter!
Your faithhasdeliveredyou.’ Andat that verymoment she
becamewell.

23When Jesus reached the leader’s house, seeing the flute
players, and a number of people all in confusion,

24 he said, ‘Go away, the little girl is not dead; she is
asleep.’ They began to laugh at him;

25 but, when the people had been sent out, Jesus went in,
and took the little girl’s hand, and she rose.

26 The report of this spread through all that part of the
country.

27As Jesus was passing on from there, he was followed by
two blind men, who kept calling out, ‘Take pity on us, Son of
David!’

28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came up to
him; and Jesus asked them, ‘Do you believe that I am able
to do this?’ ‘Yes, Master!’ they answered.

29Then he touched their eyes, and said, ‘It will be accord-
ing to your faith.’

30 Then their eyes were opened. Jesus sternly cautioned
them. ‘See that no one knows of it,’ he said.

31 But the men went out, and spread the news about him
through all that part of the country.

32 Just as they were going out, some people brought up to
Jesus a dumbmanwhowas possessed by a demon;

33 and, as soon as the demon had been driven out, the
dumb man spoke. The people were astonished at this, and
exclaimed, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!’
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34But the Pharisees said, ‘He drives out the demons by the
help of the chief of the demons.’

35 Jesus went round all the towns and the villages, teach-
ing in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom, and curing every kind of disease and every kind of
sickness.

36 But, when he saw the crowds, his heart was moved
with compassion for them, because theywere distressed and
harassed, like sheep without a shepherd;

37 and he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is abundant,
but the labourers are few.

38 Therefore pray to the owner of the harvest to send
labourers to gather in his harvest.’

10
1 Calling his twelve Disciples to him, Jesus gave them au-

thority over foul spirits, so that they could drive them out, as
well as the power of curing every kind of disease and every
kind of sickness.

2 The names of the twelve apostles are these, First Simon,
also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James the son
of Zebedee, and his brother John;

3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-
gatherer; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;

4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot – the apostle who
betrayed him.

5These twelve Jesus sent out as hismessengers, after giving
them these instructions – ‘Do not go to the Gentiles, nor
enter any Samaritan town,

6butmake your way rather to the lost sheep of Israel.
7On your way proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is

at hand.
8Cure the sick, raise the dead, make the lepers clean,

drive out demons. You have received free of cost, give
free of cost.

9 Do not provide yourselves with gold, or silver, or
coins in your purses;

10 not even with a bag for the journey, or a change of
clothes, or sandals, or even a staff; for the worker is
worth his food.

11Whatever town or village you visit, find out who is
worthy in that place, and remain there until you leave.

12As you enter the house, greet it.
13 Then, if the house is worthy, let your blessing rest

on it, but, if it is unworthy, let your blessing return on
yourselves.



Matthew 10:14 18 Matthew 10:29

14 If no onewelcomes you, or listens towhat you say, as
you leave thathouseor that town, shakeoff itsdust from
your feet.

15 I tell you, thedoomof the landof SodomandGomor-
rah will be more bearable in the day of judgment than
the doom of that town.

16 ‘Remember, I am sending you out as mymessengers
like sheep amongwolves. So be aswise as snakes, and as
blameless as doves.

17Be on your guard against others, for theywill betray
you to courts of law, and scourge you in their syna-
gogues;

18and youwill be brought before governors and kings
formy sake so that youmaywitness forme before them
and the nations.

19Whenever they betray you, do not be anxious as to
howyouwill speakorwhatyouwill say, forwhatyouwill
say will be given you at themoment;

20for itwillnotbeyouwhospeak,but theSpiritofyour
Father that speaks within you.

21Brotherwill betray brother to death, and the father
his child; and children will turn against their parents,
and cause them to be put to death;

22andyouwillbehatedbyeveryonebecauseofme. Yet
the personwho endures to the endwill be saved.

23But, when they persecute you in one town, escape to
thenext; for, I tell you, youwill not have come to the end
of the towns of Israel before the Son ofMan comes.

24 A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant
above hismaster.

25 It is enough for a student to be treated like his
teacher, and a servant like his master. If the head of
thehousehasbeencalledBeelzebul,howmuchmorethe
members of his household!

26Do not, therefore, be afraid of them. There is noth-
ing concealed which will not be revealed, nor anything
hiddenwhich will not become known.

27 What I tell you in the dark, say again in the light;
and what is whispered in your ear, proclaim on the
housetops.

28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, but are
unable to kill the soul; rather be afraid of him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a one copper coin?
Yet not one of themwill fall to the ground without your
Father’s knowledge.
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30 While as for you, even the hairs of your head are
numbered.

31Do not, therefore, be afraid; you are of more value
thanmany sparrows.

32Everyone, therefore,whowill publicly acknowledge
me, I, too, will acknowledge before my Father who is in
heaven;

33 but, if anyone publicly disowns me, I, too, will dis-
own him beforemy Father who is in heaven.

34 ‘Do not imagine that I have come to bring peace
to the earth. I have come to bring, not peace, but the
sword.

35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against hermother-in-law.

36Aperson’s enemieswill be themembersof theirown
household.

37Anyonewho loves father ormothermore thanme is
notworthyofme; andanyonewho loves sonordaughter
more thanme is not worthy ofme.

38Anyone who does not take their cross and follow in
my steps is not worthy ofme.

39Thepersonwhohas foundtheir lifewill lose it,while
the person who, for my sake, has lost their life will find
it.

40 ‘Anyone who welcomes you is welcoming me; and
anyonewhowelcomesme iswelcominghimwhosentme
as hismessenger.

41 The person who welcomes a prophet, because they
are a prophet, will receive a prophet’s reward; and
anyone who welcomes a good person, because they are
a good person, will receive a good person’s reward.

42And, if anyone gives but a cup of cold water to one
of these little ones because they are a disciple, I tell you
that they will assuredly not lose their reward.’

11
1 After Jesus had finished giving directions to his twelve

Disciples, he left that place in order to teach and preach in
their towns.

2Now John had heard in prison what the Christ was doing,
and he sent a message by his disciples,

3 and asked – ‘Are you “the coming one,” or are we to look
for someone else?’

4The answer of Jesus to the questionwas – ‘Go and report
to Johnwhat you hear and see –
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5 the blind recover their sight and the lame walk, the
lepers are made clean and the deaf hear, the dead, too,
are raised to life, and the good news is told to the poor.

6Blessed is the personwho finds no hindrance inme.’
7While John’s discipleswere going back, Jesus began to say

to the crowds with reference to John,
8 ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?

A reed waving in the wind? If not, what did you go out
to see? Aman richly dressed? Why, thosewhowear rich
things are to be found in the courts of kings!

9What, then, did you go for? To see a prophet? Yes, I
tell you, and farmore than a prophet.

10 This is the man of whom scripture says – “I am
sendingmymessengeraheadof you, andhewill prepare
your way before you.”

11 I tell you, no one born of a woman has yet appeared
who is greater than John the Baptist; and yet the least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

12 From the time of John the Baptist to this very hour,
the kingdom of heaven has been taken by force, and
people using force have been seizing it.

13 For the teaching of all the prophets and of the Law
continued until the time of John;

14and – if youareready toaccept it – John ishimself the
Elijah whowas destined to come.

15 If you have ears, listen.
16But to what will I compare the present generation?

It is like little children sitting in the market-places and
calling out to their playmates –

17We have played the flute for you, but you have not
danced;We have wailed, but you have notmourned.

18 For, when John came, neither eating nor drinking,
people said “He has a demon in him”;

19 and now that the Son of Man has come, eating and
drinking, they are saying “Here is a glutton and a wine-
drinker, a friendof tax collectors andoutcasts!” Andyet
wisdom is vindicated by her actions.’

20Then Jesus began to reproach the towns inwhichmost of
his miracles had been done, because they had not repented,

21 ‘Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For,
if the miracles which were done in you had been done
in Tyre and Sidon, theywould have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes.

22 Yet, I tell you, the doom of Tyre and Sidon will be
more bearable in the day of judgment than yours.
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23 And you, Capernaum! Will you exalt yourself to
heaven? You will be flung down to Hades! For, if the
miracles which have been done in you had been done in
Sodom, it would have been standing to this day.

24 Yet, I tell you, the doom of Sodom will be more
bearable in the day of judgment than yours.’

25At that same time Jesus uttered the words, ‘I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that, though you have
hidden these things fromthewiseand learned, youhave
revealed them to the childlike!

26Yes, Father, I thank you that this has seemed good to
you.

27Everything has been committed tome bymy Father;
nor does anyone fully know the Son, except the Father,
or fully know the Father, except the Son and those to
whom the Sonmay choose to reveal him.

28Come tome, all you who toil and are burdened, and
I will give you rest!

29 Take my yoke on you, and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble, and youwill find rest for your souls;

30 formy yoke is easy, andmy burden is light.’

12
1About the same time Jesus walked through the cornfields

one Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and began to pick
some ears of wheat and eat them.

2 But, when the Pharisees saw this, they said, ‘Look! Your
disciples are doing what it is not allowable to do on a Sab-
bath!’

3 ‘Haven’t you read,’ replied Jesus, ‘what David did,
when he and his companions were hungry –

4how he went into the house of God, and how they ate
the consecrated bread, though it was not allowable for
himor his companions to eat it, but only for the priests?

5Andhaven’t you read in the law that, on the Sabbath,
the priest in the Temple break the Sabbath and yet are
not guilty?

6Here, however, I tell you, there is something greater
than the Temple!

7 Had you learned the meaning of the words – “I de-
sire mercy, and not sacrifice,” you would not have con-
demned those who are not guilty.

8For the Son ofMan is lord of the Sabbath.’
9Passing on, Jesus went into their synagogue,
10 and there he saw a man with a withered hand. Some

people asked Jesus whether it was allowable to work a cure
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on the Sabbath – so that they might have a charge to bring
against him.

11 But Jesus said to them, ‘Which of you, if he had only
one sheep, and that sheep fell into a pit on the Sabbath,
would not lay hold of it and pull it out?

12How much more precious a person is than a sheep!
Therefore it is allowable to do good on the Sabbath.’

13 Then he said to the man. ‘Stretch out your hand.’ The
man stretched it out; and it had becomeas sound as the other.

14On coming out, the Pharisees plotted against Jesus, to put
him to death.

15 Jesus, however, became aware of it, andwent away from
that place. A number of people followed him, and he cured
them all;

16but he warned them not to make him known,
17 in fulfilment of these words in the prophet Isaiah –
18 “Here is my chosen servant, who I love and who pleases

me! I will breathe my spirit on him, and he will announce a
time of judgment to the Gentiles.

19He will not contend, nor cry aloud, Neither will anyone
hear his voice in the streets;

20a bruised reed hewill not break, and a smoulderingwick
he will not quench, until he has brought the judgment to a
victorious issue,

21and on his namewill the Gentiles rest their hopes.”
22Then somepeoplebrought to Jesus apossessedman,who

was blind and dumb; and he cured him, so that themanwho
had been dumb both talked and saw.

23At this all the people were astounded. ‘Is it possible that
this is the son of David?’ they exclaimed.

24 But the Pharisees heard of it and said, ‘He drives out
demonsonlyby thehelpofBeelzebul thechiefof thedemons.’

25 Jesus, however, was aware of what was passing in their
minds, and said to them, ‘Any kingdom divided against
itself becomes a desolation, and any town or household
divided against itself will not last.

26 So, if Satan drives Satan out, he must be divided
against himself; and how, then, can his kingdom last?

27 And, if it is by Beelzebul’s help that I drive out
demons, by whose help is it that your own sons drive
them out? Therefore they will themselves be your
judges.

28But, if it is by thehelp of the Spirit ofGod that I drive
out demons, then the kingdom of God must already be
upon you.
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29How, again, cananyoneget intoa strongman’shouse
and carry off his goods, without first securing him? Not
until thenwill he plunder his house.

30 Anyone who is not with me is against me, and the
personwho does not helpme to gather is scattering.

31 Therefore, I tell you, people will be forgiven every
sin and slander; but slander against the Holy Spirit will
not be forgiven.

32 Whoever speaks against the Son of Man will be
forgiven,butwhoeverspeaksagainst theHolySpiritwill
notbe forgiven, either in thepresentage, or in theage to
come.

33 ‘Youmust assume either that both tree and fruit are
good, or that both tree and fruit are worthless; since it
is by its fruits that a tree is known.

34Youchildrenof snakes! Howcanyou, evil as youare,
say anything good? For what fills the heart will rise to
the lips.

35A good person, from his good stores, produces good
things; while an evil person, from his evil stores, pro-
duces evil things.

36 I tell you that for every careless thing that people
say, theymust answer on the “day of judgment.”

37For it isbyyourwords thatyouwillbeacquitted, and
by your words that youwill be condemned.’

38 At this point, some teachers of the Law and Pharisees
spoke up. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘wewant to see some sign from
you.’

39 ‘It is a wicked and unfaithful generation,’ answered
Jesus, ‘that is asking for a sign, and no sign will be given
it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

40 For, just as Jonah was inside the sea-monster three
days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

41At the judgment, thepeople ofNinevehwill standup
with this generation, and will condemn it, because they
repentedat Jonah’sproclamation; andhere ismorethan
a Jonah!

42 At the judgment the Queen of the South will rise
up with the present generation, and will condemn it,
because she came from the ends of the earth to listen
to the wisdom of Solomon; and here is more than a
Solomon!

43No sooner does a foul spirit leave a person, than it
passes throughplaceswhere there is nowater, in search
of rest, and does not find it.
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44Then it says “I will go back to the homewhich I left”;
but, on coming there, it finds it unoccupied, and swept,
and put in order.

45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits
more wicked than itself, and they go in, and make their
home there; and the last state of that man proves to be
worse than the first. So, too, will it be with this wicked
generation.’

46Whilehewas still speaking to the crowds, hismother and
brothers were standing outside, asking to speak to him.

47 Someone told him this, and Jesus replied,
48 ‘Who ismymother? Andwho aremy brothers?’
49 Then, stretching out his hands towards his disciples, he

said, ‘Here aremymother andmy brothers!
50For anyone who does the will of my Father who is in

heaven ismy brother and sister andmother.’

13
1 That same day, when Jesus had left the house and was

sitting by the sea,
2 such great crowds gathered round him, that he got into a

boat, and sat in it, while all the people stood on the beach.
3 Then he told themmany truths in parables. ‘The sower,’

he began, ‘went out to sow; and,
4 as they were sowing, some seed fell along the path,

and the birds came and ate it up.
5Some fell onrockyplaces,where it hadnotmuchsoil,

and, because the soil wasn’t deep, sprang up at once.
6 As soon as the sun had risen, it was scorched, and,

because their roots were not deep enough, withered
away.

7Some, again, fell into thebrambles; but thebrambles
shot up and choked it.

8 Some, however, fell on good soil, and yielded a re-
turn, sometimes one hundred, sometimes sixty, some-
times thirty fold.

9Let those who have ears hear.’
10Afterwards his disciples came to him, and said, ‘Why do

you speak to them in parables?’
11 ‘Toyou,’ answered Jesus, ‘theknowledgeof thehidden

truths of the kingdomof heaven has been imparted, but
not to those.

12For, toallwhohave,morewill begiven, and theywill
have abundance; but, from all who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away.
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13 That is why I speak to them in parables, because,
though they have eyes, they do not see, and though they
have ears, they do not hear or understand.

14 In them is being fulfilled that prophecy of Isaiah
which says –
“You will hear with your ears without ever understand-

ing,
and, thoughyouhave eyes, youwill seewithout ever
perceiving,

15 for themind of this nation has grown dense,
and their ears are dull of hearing,
their eyes also have they closed;

otherwise someday theymightperceivewith theireyes,
andwith their ears theymight hear,
and in theirmind theymight understand,
andmight turn –

and Imight heal them.”

16 ‘But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your
ears, for they hear;

17 for I tell you that many prophets and good people
have longed for the sight of the things which you are
seeing, yet never saw them, and tohear the thingswhich
you are hearing, yet never heard them.

18 ‘Listen, then, yourselves to the parable of the sower.
19 When anyone hears the message of the kingdom

without understanding it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what has been sown in their mind. This
is the person meant by the seed which was sown along
the path.

20By the seedwhichwas sownonrockyplaces ismeant
the person who hears the message, and at once accepts
it joyfully;

21but, as they have no root, they stand for only a short
time; and, when trouble or persecution arises because
of themessage, they fall away at once.

22By the seed which was sown among the brambles is
meant the person who hears the message, but the cares
of life and the glamour of wealth completely choke the
message, so that it gives no return.

23But by the seed which was sown on the good ground
is meant the person who hears the message and un-
derstands it, and really yields a return, sometimes one
hundred, sometimes sixty, sometimes thirty fold.’
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24 Another parable which Jesus told them was this – ‘The
kingdom of heaven is compared to a person who sowed
good seed in their field.

25 But, while everyone was asleep, their enemy came
and sowedweeds among thewheat, and thenwent away.

26 So, when the blades of corn shot up, and came into
ear, the weedsmade their appearance also.

27 The owner’s servants came to them, and said “Was
not it good seed that you sowed in your field? Where,
then, do the weeds in it come from?”

28 “An enemy has done this,” was the owner’s answer.
“Do you wish us, then,” they asked, “to go and gather
them together?”

29 “No,” said he, “because while you are pulling up the
weeds youmight uproot the wheat with them.

30 Let both grow side by side until harvest; and then I
will say to the reapers, Gather the weeds together first,
and tie them in bundles for burning; but bring all the
wheat intomy barn.” ’

31Anotherparablewhichhe told themwas this – ‘Theking-
dom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a person
took and sowed in his field.

32This seed is smaller than all other seeds, but, when
it has grown up, it is larger than the herbs and becomes
a tree, so that “the wild birds come and roost in its
branches.” ’

33 This was another parable which Jesus related – ‘The
kingdom of heaven is like some yeast which a woman
took and covered up in three pecks of flour, until the
whole had risen.’

34Of all this Jesus spoke to the crowd in parables; indeed to
them he used never to speak at all except in parables,

35 in fulfilment of thesewords in the prophet – “I will speak
to them in parables; I will utter things kept secret since the
foundation of the world.”

36 Then Jesus left the crowd, and went into the house.
Presently his disciples came to him, and said, ‘Explain to us
the parable of the weeds in the field.’

37He answered, ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son
ofMan.

38The field is the world. By the good seed is meant the
people of the kingdom. Theweeds are the wicked,

39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The
harvest time is the close of the age, and the reapers are
angels.



Matthew 13:40 27 Matthew 13:57

40And, just as the weeds are gathered and burnt, so it
will be at the close of the age.

41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
gather fromhis kingdomall that hinders and thosewho
live in sin,

42andwill throw them into the blazing furnace, where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

43 Then will the righteous shine, like the sun, in the
kingdom of their Father. If you have ears, listen.

44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in
a field, which a person found and hid again, and then,
in their delight, went and sold everything that they had,
and bought that field.

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of choice pearls.

46Findingoneof greatvalue, theywentandsoldevery-
thing that they had, and bought it.

47Or again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net which
was cast into the sea, and caught fish of all kinds.

48When itwas full, they hauled it up on the beach, and
satdownandsortedthegoodfishintobaskets, but threw
the worthless ones away.

49Sowill it be at the close of the age. The angelswill go
out and separate the wicked from the righteous,

50andwill throw them into the blazing furnace, where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ Jesus asked. ‘Yes,’ they
answered.

52Then he added, ‘So every teacher of the Law, who has
received instruction about the kingdom of heaven, is
like a householder who produces from his stores things
both new and old.’

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he withdrew
from that place.

54Going to his ownpart of the country, he taught the people
in their synagogue in such a manner that they were deeply
impressed. ‘Where did he get this wisdom?’ they said, ‘and
themiracles?

55 Isn’t he the carpenter’s son? Isn’t hismother calledMary,
and his brothers James, and Joseph, and Simon, and Judas?

56 And his sisters, too – are not they all living among us?
Where, then did he get all this?’

57 These things proved a hindrance to their believing in
him. But Jesus said, ‘A prophet is not without honour,
except in his own country and in his own house.’
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58He did not work many miracles there, because of their
want of faith.

14
1At that time Prince Herod heard of the fame of Jesus,
2 and said to his attendants, ‘This must be John the Baptist;

he must be risen from the dead, and that is why these mirac-
ulous powers are active in him.’

3For Herod had arrested John, put him in chains, and shut
him up in prison, to please Herodias, the wife of Herod’s
brother Philip.

4 For John had said to him “You have no right to be living
with her.”

5 Yet, though Herod wanted to put him to death, he was
afraid of the people, because they looked on John as a
prophet.

6 But, when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Hero-
dias danced before his guests, and so pleased Herod,

7 that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she
asked.

8Prompted by hermother, the girl said “Giveme here, on a
dish, the head of John the Baptist.”

9 The king was distressed at this; yet, because of his oath
and of the guests at his table, he ordered it to be given her.

10He had John beheaded in the prison
11and his headwas brought on a dish and given to the girl,

and she took it to her mother.
12Then John’s disciples came, and took the body away, and

buried it; and went and told Jesus.
13 When Jesus heard of it, he left privately in a boat to a

lonely spot. The people, however, heard of his going, and
followed him in crowds from the towns on foot.

14On getting out of the boat, Jesus saw a great crowd, and
his heartwasmoved at the sight of them; and he cured all the
sick among them.

15 In the evening the disciples came up to him, and said,
‘This is a lonely spot, and the day is now far advanced; send
the crowds away so that they can go to the villages, and buy
themselves food.’

16But Jesus said, ‘They need not go away, it is for you to
give them something to eat.’

17 ‘Wehave nothing here,’ they said, ‘except five loaves and
two fish.’

18 ‘Bring themhere tome,’was his reply.
19 Jesus ordered the people to take their seats on the grass;

and, taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and said the blessing, and, after he had broken the
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loaves, gave them to his disciples; and they gave them to the
crowds.

20 Everyone had sufficient to eat, and they picked up
enough of the broken pieces that were left to fill twelve
baskets.

21 The men who ate were about five thousand in number,
without counting women and children.

22 Immediately afterwards Jesusmade thedisciples get into
a boat and cross over in advance of him, while he dismissed
the crowds.

23 After dismissing the crowds, he went up the hill by
himself to pray; and, when evening fell, he was there alone.

24The boatwas by this time somemiles from shore, labour-
ing in the waves, for the wind was against her.

25 Three hours after midnight, however, Jesus came to-
wards the disciples, walking on the water.

26But, when they saw himwalking on thewater, theywere
terrified. ‘It is a ghost,’ they exclaimed, and cried out in fear.

27But Jesus at once spoke to them. ‘Courage!’ he said, ‘It is
I; do not be afraid!’

28 ‘Master,’ Peter exclaimed, ‘if it is you, tell me to come to
you on the water.’

29 Jesus said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got down from the boat, and
walked on the water, and went towards Jesus;

30 but, when he felt the wind, he was frightened, and,
beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Master! Saveme!’

31 Instantly Jesus stretched out his hand, and caught hold of
him. ‘You of little faith!’ he said, ‘Why did you falter?’

32When they had got into the boat, the wind dropped.
33But the men in the boat threw themselves on their faces

before him, and said, ‘You are indeed God’s Son.’
34When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret.
35But the people of that place, recognising Jesus, sent out to

thewhole country round, andbrought tohimallwhowere ill,
36 begging him merely to let them touch the tassel of his

cloak; and all who touched weremade perfectly well.

15
1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the Law came to

Jesus, and said,
2 ‘How is it that your disciples break the traditions of our

ancestors? For they do not wash their hands when they eat
food.’

3His reply was, ‘How is it that you on your side break
God’s commandments out of respect for your own tradi-
tions?
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4For God said – “Honour your father andmother,” and
“Anyone who abuses his father or mother must suffer
death,”

5 but you say “Whenever anyone says to his father or
mother ‘Whatever ofminemight havebeenof service to
you is set apart for God,’

6 he is in no way bound to honour his father.” In this
way you have nullified the words of God for the sake of
your traditions.

7Hypocrites! Itwaswell said by Isaiahwhenheproph-
esied about you –

8“This isapeople thathonourmewith their lips,While
their hearts are far removed fromme;

9 but vainly do they worship me, For they teach but
human precepts.” ’

10 Then Jesus called the people to him, and said, ‘Listen,
andmarkmywords.

11 It is not what enters a person’s mouth that defiles
them, but what comes out from their mouth – that does
defile them!’

12His disciples cameup to him, and said, ‘Do you know that
the Pharisees were shocked on hearing what you said?’

13 ‘Every plant,’ Jesus replied, ‘that my heavenly Father
has not planted will be rooted up.

14Leave thembe; they are but blind guides; and, if one
blindperson guides another, both of themwill fall into a
ditch.’

15Peter spoke up, ‘Explain this saying to us.’
16 ‘What, do even you understand nothing yet?’ Jesus

exclaimed.
17 ‘Don’t you see that whatever goes into the mouth

passes into the stomach, and is afterwards expelled?
18 But the things that come out of the mouth proceed

from the heart, and it is these that defile a person;
19 for out of the heart proceed evil thoughts –murder,

adultery, sexual immorality, theft, perjury, slander.
20These are the things that defile a person; but eating

with unwashed hands does not defile a person.’
21On going away from that place, Jesuswent to the country

round Tyre and Sidon.
22 There, a Canaanite woman of that district came out and

began calling to Jesus, ‘Take pity onme,Master, Son of David;
my daughter is grievously possessed by a demon.’

23 But Jesus did not answer her a word; and his disciples
came up and begged him to send her away. ‘She keeps calling
out after us,’ they said.
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24 ‘I was not sent,’ replied Jesus, ‘to anyone except the
lost sheep of Israel.’

25But the woman came, and, bowing to the ground before
him, said, ‘Master, help me.’

26 ‘It isnot fair,’ replied Jesus, ‘to take thechildren’s food
and throw it to dogs.’

27 ‘Yes,Master,’ she said, ‘for evendogsdo feedon the scraps
that fall from their owners’ table.’

28 ‘Your faith is great,’was his reply to thewoman, ‘itwill
be as youwish!’ Andher daughterwas cured that very hour.

29On leaving that place, Jesus went to the shore of the Sea
of Galilee; and then went up the hill, and sat down.

30Great crowds of people came to him, bringingwith them
those who were lame, crippled, blind, or dumb, and many
others. They put them down at his feet, and he cured them;

31 and the crowds were astonished, when they saw the
dumb talking, the cripples made sound, the lame walking
about, and the blind with their sight restored; and they
praised the God of Israel.

32Afterwards Jesus calledhis disciples tohim, and said, ‘My
heart is moved at the sight of all these people, for they
have already been with me three days and they have
nothing to eat; and I am unwilling to send them away
hungry; theymight faint on the way home.’

33 ‘Where canwe,’his disciples asked, ‘in a lonely place find
enough bread for such a crowd as this?’

34 ‘Howmany loaves have you?’ said Jesus. ‘Seven,’ they
answered, ‘and a few small fish.’

35Telling the crowd to sit down on the ground,
36 Jesus took the seven loaves and the fish, and, after saying

the thanksgiving, broke them, and gave them to the disciples;
and the disciples gave them to the crowds.

37Everyone had sufficient to eat, and they picked up seven
baskets full of the broken pieces left.

38Themenwhoatewere four thousand innumberwithout
counting women and children.

39Then, after dismissing the crowds, Jesus got into theboat,
and went to the region of Magadan.

16
1Here the Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and, to test

Jesus, requested him to show them some sign from the heav-
ens.

2 But Jesus answered, ‘In the evening you say “It will be
fineweather, for the sky is as red as fire.”
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3 But in the morning you say “Today it will be stormy,
for the sky is as red as fire and threatening.” You learn
to read the sky; yet you are unable to read the signs of
the times!

4 A wicked and unfaithful generation is asking for a
sign, but no signwill be given it except the signof Jonah.’
So he left them andwent away.

5Now the disciples had crossed to the opposite shore, and
had forgotten to take any bread.

6 Presently Jesus said to them, ‘Take care and be on your
guard against the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’

7 But the disciples began talking among themselves about
their having brought no bread.

8Onnoticing this, Jesus said, ‘Whyare you talking among
yourselves about your being short of bread, you of little
faith?

9 Don’t you yet see, nor remember the five loaves
for the five thousand, and how many baskets you took
away?

10Nor yet the seven loaves for the four thousand, and
howmany basketfuls you took away?

11How is it that you do not see that I was not speaking
about bread? Be on your guard against the leaven of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.’

12 Then they understood that he had told them to be on
their guard, not against the leaven of bread, but against the
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

13 On coming into the region of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus
asked his disciples this question – ‘Who do people say that
the Son ofMan is?’

14 ‘Some say John the Baptist,’ they answered, ‘Others, how-
ever, say that he is Elijah, while others again say Jeremiah, or
one of the prophets.’

15 ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say that I am?’
16To this SimonPeter answered, ‘Youare theChrist, the Son

of the living God.’
17 ‘Blessed are you, Simon, Son of Jonah,’ Jesus replied.

‘For no human being has revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven.

18Yes, and I say to you, your name is “Peter” – a Rock,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail over it.

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you forbid on earth will be held in heaven to
be forbidden, and whatever you allow on earth will be
held in heaven to be allowed.’
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20 Then he charged his disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Christ.

21At that time Jesus Christ began to explain to his disciples
that hemust go to Jerusalem, and undergomuch suffering at
the hands of the elders, and chief priests, and teachers of the
Law, and be put to death, and rise on the third day.

22 But Peter took Jesus aside, and began to rebuke him.
‘Master,’ he said, ‘please God that will never be your fate!’

23 Jesus, however, turning to Peter, said, ‘Out of my way,
Satan! You are a hindrance tome; for you look at things,
not as God does, but as a person does.’

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to
walk in my steps, they must renounce self, and take up
their cross, and followme.

25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, and
whoever, formy sake, loses his life will find it.

26 What good will it do a person to gain the whole
world, if he forfeits his life? Or what will a person give
that is of equal value with his life?

27 For the Son of Man is to come in his Father’s glory,
with his angels, and then he will give to everyone what
his actions deserve.

28 I tell you, some of those who are standing here will
not know death until they have seen the Son of Man
coming into his kingdom.’

17
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, and the brothers

James and John, and led them up a highmountain alone.
2There his appearance was transformed before their eyes;

his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white
as the light.

3 All at once Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking
with Jesus.

4 ‘Master,’ exclaimed Peter, interposing, ‘it is good to be
here; if you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped
them, and therewas a voice from the cloud that said – ‘This is
my dearly loved son, who brings me great joy; listen to him.’

6 The disciples, on hearing this, fell on their faces, greatly
afraid.

7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying as he did so,
‘Rise up, and do not be afraid.’

8When they raised their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus
himself alone.
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9 As they were going down the mountain side, Jesus gave
them thiswarning – ‘Donot speakof this vision to anyone,
until the Son ofMan has risen from the dead.’

10 ‘How is it,’ his disciples asked, ‘that our teachers of the
Law say that Elijah has to come first?’

11 ‘Elijah indeed does come,’ Jesus replied, ‘and will
restore everything;

12 and I tell you that Elijah has already come, and
people have not recognised him, but have treated him
just as theypleased. In the sameway, too, theSonofMan
is destined to undergo suffering at people’s hands.’

13 Then the disciples understood that he had spoken to
them about John the Baptist.

14When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus,
and, kneeling down before him, said,

15 ‘Master, takepity onmyson, forhe is epileptic and suffers
terribly; indeed, he often falls into thefire and into thewater;

16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not cure
him.’

17 ‘Faithless and perverse generation!’ Jesus exclaimed,
‘how long must I be among you? How long must I have
patience with you? Bring the boy here tome.’

18 Then Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the
boy; and he was cured from that very hour.

19Afterwards the disciples cameup to Jesus, and askedhim
privately, ‘Whywas it that we could not drive it out?’

20 ‘Because you have so little faith!’ he answered, ‘For,
I tell you, if your faith were only like a mustard seed,
you could say to this mountain “Move from this place
to that!” and it would be moved; and nothing would be
impossible to you.’

21 *
22While Jesus and his discipleswere together in Galilee, he

said to them, ‘The Son of Man is destined to be betrayed
into human hands,

23 and they will put him to death, but on the third day
he will rise.’ The disciples were greatly distressed.

24After they had reached Capernaum, the collectors of the
Temple tax came up to Peter, and said, ‘Does not your Master
pay the Temple tax?’

25 ‘Yes,’ answeredPeter. But, ongoing into thehouse, before
he could speak, Jesus said, ‘What do you think, Simon?
From whom do earthly kings take taxes or tribute?
From their sons, or from others?’
* 17:21 Some later manuscripts add: But this kind does not go out except by
prayer and fasting.
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26 ‘From others,’ answered Peter. ‘Well then,’ continued
Jesus, ‘their sons go free.

27 Still, so we don’t offend them, go and throw a line
into the sea; take thefirstfish that rises, open itsmouth,
and you will find in it a piece of money. Take that, and
give it to the collectors for both of us.’

18
1 On the same occasion the disciples came to Jesus, and

asked him, ‘Who is really the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?’

2 Jesus called a little child tohim, andplaced it in themiddle
of them, and then said,

3 ‘I tell you, unless you change and become like little
children, youwillnotenter thekingdomofheavenatall.

4 Therefore, anyone who will humble themselves like
this child – that person will be the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven.

5And anyone who, for the sake ofmy name, welcomes
even one little child like this, is welcomingme.

6 But, if anyone puts temptation in the way of one of
these little ones who believe in me, it would be best for
them to be sunk in the depths of the sea with a great
millstone hung round their neck.

7 Alas for the world because of such temptations!
There cannot but be temptations but sorrow awaits the
personwho does the tempting!

8 ‘If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off,
and throw it away. Itwouldbebetter foryou toenter life
maimed or lame, than to have both hands, or both feet,
and be thrown into the fire that never goes out.

9 If your eye causes you to sin, take it out, and throw it
away. It would be better for you to enter life with only
one eye, than to have both eyes and be thrown into the
fires of Gehenna.

10 Beware of despising one of these little ones, for in
heaven, I tell you, their angels always see the face ofmy
Father who is in heaven.

11 *
12 ‘What think you? If a person owns a hundred sheep,

and one of them strays, will the person not leave the
ninety-nine on the hills, and go and search for the one
that is straying?

* 18:11 Some latermanuscripts add: For the SonofManhas come to save the lost.
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13And, if they succeed in finding it, I tell you that they
rejoice more over that one sheep than over the ninety-
nine which did not stray.

14 So, too, it is the will of my Father who is in heaven
that not one of these little ones should be lost.

15 ‘If your brother or sister doeswrong, go to themand
convince themof their fault when you are both alone. If
they listen to you, you have won them over.

16 But, if they do not listen to you, take with you one
or two others, so that on the evidence of two or three
witnesses, every wordmay be put beyond dispute.

17 If they refuse to listen to them, speak to the church;
and, if they also refuse to listen to the church, treat him
as youwould a Gentile or a tax-gatherer.

18 ‘I tell you, all that you forbid on earthwill be held in
heaven to be forbidden, and all that you allow on earth
will be held in heaven to be allowed.

19Again, I tell you that, if but twoof youonearth agree
as to what they will pray for, whatever it be, it will be
granted them bymy Father who is in heaven.

20 For where two or three have come together in my
name, I am present with them.’

21Then Peter cameup, and said to Jesus, ‘Master, howoften
am I to forgive someone who wrongs me? As many as seven
times?’

22 But Jesus answered, ‘Not seven times, but seventy
times seven.

23Therefore the kingdomof heavenmay be compared
toakingwhowishedtosettleaccountswithhis servants.

24 When he had begun to do so, one of them was
brought tohimwhoowedhimten thousandbagsof gold;

25 and, as he could not pay, his master ordered him to
be sold towards the payment of the debt, together with
his wife, and his children, and everything that he had.

26 The servant threw himself down on the ground be-
fore himand said “Have patiencewithme, and Iwill pay
you all.”

27The master was moved with compassion; and he let
him go, and forgave him the debt.

28But, on going out, that same servant came upon one
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver
coins. Seizing him by the throat, he said “Pay what you
oweme.”

29His fellow servant threw himself on the ground and
begged for mercy. “Have patience with me,” he said,
“and I will pay you.”
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30 But the other would not, but went and put him in
prison until he should pay his debt.

31When his fellow servants saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and went to their master
and laid the wholematter before him.

32 So the master sent for the servant, and said to him
“You wicked servant! When you begged me for mercy, I
forgave you the whole of that debt.

33 Shouldn’t you, also, to have shown mercy to your
fellow servant, just as I showedmercy to you?”

34 Then his master, in anger, handed him over to the
jailers, until he should pay the whole of his debt.

35 So, also, will my heavenly Father do to you, unless
each one of you forgives his brother or sister from your
heart.’

19
The Journey to Jerusalem

1 At the conclusion of this teaching, Jesus withdrew from
Galilee, and went into that district of Judea which is on the
other side of the Jordan.

2Great crowds followed him, and he cured them there.
3Presently somePharisees cameup tohim, and, to test him,

said, ‘Has aman the right to divorce hiswife for every cause?’
4 ‘Haven’t you read,’ replied Jesus, ‘that at the beginning

the Creator “made themmale and female,”
5and said – “For this reason amanwill leave his father

and mother, and be united to his wife, and the man and
his wife will become one”?

6 So that they are no longer two, but one. What God
himself, then, has yoked together people must not sep-
arate.’

7 ‘Why, then,’ they said, ‘didMoses direct that aman should
serve his wife with a notice of separation and divorce her?’

8 ‘Moses, owing to the hardness of your hearts,’ an-
swered Jesus, ‘permitted you to divorce your wives, but
that was not so at the beginning.

9 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife,
except on the ground of some serious sexual sin, and
marries another woman, is guilty of adultery.’

10 ‘If that,’ said the disciples, ‘is the position of a man with
regard to his wife, it is better not to marry.’

11 ‘It is not everyone,’ replied Jesus, ‘who can accept this
teaching, butonly thosewhohavebeenenabled todo so.

12 Some men are incapable of marriage because they
were born that way, or have been made so by other
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people, while there are others who stay single for the
sake of the kingdom of Heaven. Accept this if you can.’

13Then some little children were brought to Jesus, for him
to place his hands on them, and pray; but the disciples found
fault with those who had brought them.

14 Jesus, however, said, ‘Let the little children come to
me, anddonot hinder them, for it is to the childlike that
the kingdom of heaven belongs.’

15 So he placed his hands on them, and then went on his
way.

16 A man came up to Jesus, and said, ‘Teacher, what good
thingmust I do to obtain eternal life?’

17 ‘Whyaskmeabout goodness?’ answered Jesus. ‘There
isonlyonewho is good. If youwant toenter life, keep the
commandments.’

18 ‘What commandments?’ asked the man. ‘These,’ an-
swered Jesus, – ‘ “Youmust not kill. Youmust not commit
adultery. You must not steal. You must not say what is
false about others.

19 Honour your father and your mother.” And “You
must love your neighbour as you love yourself.” ’

20 ‘I have observed all these,’ said the young man. ‘What is
still wanting inme?’

21 ‘If youwish to be perfect,’ answered Jesus, ‘go and sell
your property, and give to the poor, and you will have
wealth in heaven; then come and followme.’

22 On hearing these words, the young man went away
distressed, for he had great possessions.

23At this, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you that a rich
personwill find it hard to enter the kingdom of heaven!

24 I say again, it is easier for a camel to get through a
needle’s eye than for a rich person to enter the kingdom
of heaven!’

25 On hearing this, the disciples exclaimed in great aston-
ishment, ‘Who then can possibly be saved?’

26But Jesus looked at them, and said, ‘With people this is
impossible, but with God everything is possible.’ Then
Peter turned and said to Jesus,

27 ‘But we – we left everything, and followed you; what,
then, will we have?’

28 ‘I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘that at the new creation,
when theSonofMan takeshis seatonhis throneof glory,
youwhofollowedmewillbeseatedontwelve thrones, as
judges of the twelve tribes of Israel.

29 Everyone who has left houses, or brothers, or sis-
ters, or father, or mother, or children, or land, for my
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sake, will receive many times as much, and will gain
eternal life.

30 But many who are first now will then be last, and
those who are last will be first.

20
1 For the kingdom of heaven is like an employer who

went out in the early morning to hire labourers for his
vineyards.

2He agreed with the labourers to pay them the stan-
darddaily rateof twosilvercoins, andsent themintohis
vineyard.

3On going out again, about nine o’clock, he saw some
others standing in themarketplace, doing nothing.

4 “You also may go into my vineyard,” he said, “and I
will pay youwhat is fair.”

5 So they went. Going out again about midday and
about three o’clock, he did as before.

6When he went out about five, he found some others
standing there, and said to them “Why have you been
standing here all day long, doing nothing?”

7 “Because no one has hired us,” they answered. “You
alsomay go intomy vineyard,” he said.

8 In the evening the owner of the vineyard said to his
steward “Call the labourers, and pay them their wages,
beginning with the last, and ending with the first.”

9 Now when those who had been hired about five
o’clock went up, they received two silver coins each.

10 So, when the first went up, they thought that they
would receive more, but they also received two silver
coins each;

11at which they began to grumble at their employer.
12 “These last,” they said, “have done only one hour’s

work, and yet you have put them on the same footing
withus,whohaveborne thebrunt of theday’swork, and
the heat.”

13 “My friend,” was his reply to one of them, “I am not
treating you unfairly. Didn’t you agree with me for two
silver coins?

14Takewhat belongs to you, and go. I choose to give to
this lastman the same as to you.

15Don’t I have the right to do as I choose with what is
mine? Are you envious because I am generous?”

16So those who are last will be first, and the first last.’
17When Jesuswas on the point of going up to Jerusalem, he

gathered the twelve disciples round him by themselves, and
said to them as they were on their way,
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18 ‘Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem; and there
the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests
and teachers of the Law, and they will condemn him to
death,

19 and give him up to the Gentiles for them to mock,
and to scourge, and to crucify; and on the third day he
will rise.’

20Then themother of Zebedee’s sons came to himwith her
sons, bowing to the ground, and begging a favour.

21 ‘What is it that youwant?’ he asked. ‘I want you to say,’
she replied, ‘that inyourkingdomthese twosonsofminemay
sit, one on your right, and the other on your left.’

22 ‘You do not know what you are asking,’ was Jesus’
answer. ‘Can you drink the cup that I am to drink?’ ‘Yes,’
they exclaimed, ‘we can.’

23 ‘You will indeed drink my cup,’ he said, ‘but as to a
seat at my right and at my left – that is not mine to give,
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my
Father.’

24 On hearing of this, the ten others were very indignant
about the two brothers.

25 Jesus, however, called the ten to him, and said, ‘The
rulers of theGentiles lord it over themas youknow, and
their high officials oppress them.

26Among you it is not so.
27No,whoeverwants tobecomegreat amongyoumust

be your servant, and whoever wants to take the first
place among you,must be your slave;

28 just as the Son of Man came, not to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom formany.’

29As theywere going out of Jericho, a great crowd followed
him.

30Twoblindmenwhowere sitting by the roadside, hearing
that Jesuswaspassing, calledout, ‘Takepityonus,Master, Son
of David!’

31The crowd told them to be quiet; but themen only called
out the louder, ‘Take pity on us, Master, Son of David!’

32Then Jesus stopped and called them. ‘Whatdoyouwant
me to do for you?’ he said.

33 ‘Master,’ they replied, ‘wewant our eyes to be opened.’
34 So Jesus, moved with compassion, touched their eyes,

and immediately they recovered their sight, and followed
him.

21
The Last Days
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1When they had almost reached Jerusalem, having come
as far as Bethphage, on theMount of Olives, Jesus sent on two
disciples.

2 ‘Go to the village facing you,’ he said, ‘and you will
immediately find a donkey tethered, with a foal by her
side; untie her, and lead her here forme.

3 And, if anyone says anything to you, you are to say
this – “The Master wants them”; and he will send them
at once.’

4This happened in fulfilment of thesewords in the prophet
–

5 “Say to the people of Zion – ‘Your King is coming to you,
gentle, and riding on a donkey, and on the foal of a beast of
burden.’ ”

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.
7They led thedonkeyand the foal back, and,when theyhad

put their cloaks on them, he seated himself on them.
8 The immense crowd of people spread their cloaks in the

road, while some cut branches off the trees, and spread them
on the road.

9The crowds that led theway, aswell as those that followed
behind, kept shouting, ‘God save the Son of David! Blessed is
hewho comes in the nameof the Lord! God save him fromon
high!’

10 When he had entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
stirred, and asked –

11 ‘Who is this?’, to which the crowd replied – ‘This is the
prophet Jesus fromNazareth in Galilee.’

12 Jesuswent into theTempleCourts, anddroveoutall those
whowere buying and selling there. He overturned the tables
of themoney changers, and the seats of the pigeon-dealers,

13 and said to them, ‘Scripture says “My house will be
called a house of prayer”; but you aremaking it a den of
robbers.’

14While he was still in the Temple Courts, some blind and
some lame people came up to him, and he cured them.

15 But, when the chief priests and the teachers of the Law
saw the wonderful things that Jesus did, and the boys who
were calling out in the Temple Courts ‘God save the Son of
David!’, they were indignant,

16andsaid tohim, ‘Doyouhearwhat theseboysare saying?’
‘Yes,’ answered Jesus, ‘but did younever read thewords

– “Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings you have
called forth perfect praise”?’

17 Then he left them, and went out of the city to Bethany,
and spent the night there.
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18The next morning, in returning to the city, Jesus became
hungry;

19 and, noticing a solitary fig tree by the roadside, he went
up to it, but found nothing on it but leaves. So he said to it,
‘Never againwill fruit be gatheredoffyou.’ And suddenly
the fruit tree withered up.

20When the disciples saw this, they exclaimed in astonish-
ment, ‘How suddenly the fig tree withered up!’

21 ‘I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘if you have faith and don’t
doubt, youwill not only dowhat has been done to the fig
tree, but even if you were to say to this hill “Be lifted up
and hurled into the sea!” it would be done.

22Andwhatever youask for in yourprayerswill, if you
have faith, be granted you.’

23 After Jesus had come into the Temple Courts, the chief
priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he
was teaching, and said, ‘What authority have you to do these
things? Who gave you this authority?’

24 ‘I, too,’ said Jesus in reply, ‘will ask you one question;
if you will give me an answer to it, then I, also, will tell
youwhat authority I have to act as I do.

25 It is about John’s baptism. What was its origin?
Divine or human?’ But they began arguing among them-
selves, ‘If we say “divine,” he will say to us “Why then
didn’t you believe him?”

26 But if we say “human,” we are afraid of the people, for
everyone regards John as a prophet.’

27 So the answer they gave Jesus was – ‘We do not know.’
‘Then I,’ he said, ‘refuse to tell you what authority I

have to do these things.
28Whatdoyou thinkof this? Therewasamanwhohad

two sons. He went to the elder and said “Go and work in
the vineyard todaymy son.”

29 “Yes, sir,” he answered; but he did not go.
30Then the fatherwent to the second son, and said the

same. “I will not,” he answered; but afterwards he was
sorry andwent.

31 Which of the two sons did as his father wished?’
‘The second,’ they said. ‘I tell you,’ added Jesus, ‘that tax
collectors and prostitutes are going into the kingdomof
God before you.

32 For when John came to you, walking in the path of
righteousness, you did not believe him, but tax collec-
tors and prostitutes did; and yet you, though you saw
this, even thenwere not sorry, nor did you believe him.
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33 ‘Listen to another parable. A man, who was an
employer, once planted a vineyard, put a fence round it,
dug a winepress in it, built a tower, and then let it out to
tenants andwent abroad.

34When the time for the grape harvest drew near, he
sent his servants to the tenants, to receive his share of
the produce.

35But the tenants seized his servants, beat one, killed
another, and stoned a third.

36 A second time the owner sent some servants, a
larger number than before, and the tenants treated
them in the sameway.

37As a last resort he sent his son to them. “They will
respectmy son,” he said.

38But the tenants, on seeing his son, said to each other
“Here is the heir! Come, let us kill him, and get his
inheritance.”

39 So they seized him, and threw him outside the vine-
yard, and killed him.

40Now, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those tenants?’

41 ‘Miserable wretches!’ they exclaimed, ‘he will put them
to amiserable death, and hewill let out the vineyard to other
tenants, who will pay him his share of the produce at the
proper times.’

42 Then Jesus added, ‘Have you never read in the scrip-
tures? – “The stone which the builders despised – has
now itself become the cornerstone. This cornerstone
has come from the Lord, and ismarvellous in our eyes.”

43 That, I tell you, is why the kingdom of God will be
taken from you, and given to a nation that does produce
the fruit of the kingdom.

44Yes, and he who falls on this stone will be dashed to
pieces,while anyoneonwhomit falls – itwill scatterhim
as dust.’

45After listening to these parables, the chief priests and the
Pharisees saw that it was about them that he was speaking;

46yet, although eager to arrest him, theywere afraid of the
crowds, who regarded him as a prophet.

22
1Oncemore Jesus spoke to them in parables.
2 ‘The kingdom of heaven,’ he said, ‘may be compared

to a king who gave a banquet in honour of his son’s
wedding.

3 He sent his servants to call those who had been
invited to the banquet, but theywere unwilling to come.
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4A second time he sent some servants, with orders to
say to those who had been invited “I have prepared my
meal, my cattle and fat beasts are killed and everything
is ready; come to the banquet.”

5 They, however, took no notice, but went off, one to
their farm, another to their business;

6while the rest, seizing his servants, ill-treated them
and killed them.

7The king, in anger, sent his troops, put thosemurder-
ers to death, and set their city on fire.

8 Then he said to his servants “The banquet is pre-
pared, but those whowere invited were not worthy.

9So go to the cross-roads, and invite everyone youfind
to the banquet.”

10 The servants went out into the roads and collected
all the people whom they found, whether bad or good;
and the bridal-hall was filled with guests.

11 But, when the king went in to see his guests, he
noticed there amanwhohadnot put on awedding-robe.

12 So he said to him “My friend, how is it that you
came in here without a wedding-robe?” The man was
speechless.

13 Then the king said to the attendants “Tie him hand
and foot, and put him out into the darkness outside,
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”

14Formany are called, but few chosen.’
15 Then the Pharisees went away and conferred together

as to how they might lay a trap for Jesus in the course of
conversation.

16 They sent their disciples, with the Herodians, to say to
him, ‘Teacher, we know that you are an honest person, and
that you teach the way of God honestly, and are not afraid of
anyone; for you pay no regard to a person’s position.

17Tell us, then,what you think. Arewe right inpaying taxes
to the Emperor, or not?’

18 Perceiving their malice, Jesus answered, ‘Why are you
testingme, you hypocrites?

19 Show me the coin with which the tax is paid.’ And,
when they had brought him a coin,

20he asked, ‘Whose head and title are these?’
21 ‘TheEmperor’s,’ theyanswered, atwhichhe said to them,

‘Then pay to the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor,
and to Godwhat belongs to God.’

22 They wondered at his answer, and left him alone and
went away.
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23 That same day some Sadducees came up to Jesus, main-
taining that there is no resurrection. Their questionwas this,
–

24 ‘Teacher, Moses said – “should a man die without chil-
dren, the man’s brother will become the husband of the
widow, and raise a family for his brother.”

25 Now we had living among us seven brothers; of whom
the eldest married and died, and, as he had no family, left his
wife for his brother.

26 The same thing happened to the second and the third
brothers, and indeed to all the seven.

27The woman herself died last of all.
28 At the resurrection, then, whose wife will she be out of

the seven, all of them having beenmarried to her?’
29 ‘Yourmistake,’ replied Jesus, ‘isdue toyour ignorance

of the scriptures, and of the power of God.
30Forat theresurrection there isnomarryingorbeing

married, but all who rise are as angels in heaven.
31As to the resurrectionof thedead, haveyounot read

these words of God –
32 “I am theGod of Abraham, and theGod of Isaac, and

the God of Jacob”? He is not the God of dead people, but
of living.’

33The crowds, who had been listening to him, were greatly
struck with his teaching.

34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the
Sadducees, they collected together.

35Then one of them, a Student of the Law, to test him, asked
this question –

36 ‘Teacher,what is the greatest commandment in theLaw?’
37 His answer was, ‘You must love the Lord your God

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
yourmind.

38This is the great first commandment.
39 The second, which is like it, is this – You must love

your neighbour as you love yourself.
40On these two commandments hang all the Law and

the prophets.’
41Before the Pharisees separated, Jesus put this question to

them –
42 ‘What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is

he?’ ‘David’s,’ they said.
43 ‘How is it, then,’ Jesus replied, ‘that David, speaking

under inspiration, calls him “lord,” in the passage –
44“TheLord said tomyLord: Sit atmyrighthand, until

I put your enemies beneath your feet”?
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45Since, then, David calls him “lord,”how is heDavid’s
son?’

46No one could say aword in answer; nor did anyone after
that day venture to question him further.

23
1 Then Jesus, speaking to the crowds and to his disciples,

said,
2 ‘The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees now oc-

cupy the chair of Moses.
3 Therefore practice and lay to heart everything that

they preach but do not practice.
4 While they make up heavy loads and pile them on

other people’s shoulder’s they decline, themselves, to
lift a finger tomove them.

5All their actions are done to attract attention. They
widen their phylacteries, and increase the size of their
tassels,

6and like tohave theplaceofhonouratdinner, andthe
best seats in the synagogues,

7and to be greeted in themarkets with respect, and to
be called “Rabbi” by everybody.

8But do not allow yourselves to be called “Rabbi,” for
you have only one teacher, and you yourselves are all
brothers and sisters.

9Anddonot call anyoneon theearth your “Father,” for
you have only one Father, the heavenly Father.

10 Nor must you allow yourselves to be called “lead-
ers,” for you have only one leader, the Christ.

11The person who wants to be the greatest among you
must be your servant.

12 Whoever exalts themselves will be humbled, and
whoever humbles themselves will be exalted.

13But alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees,
hypocrites thatyouare! Youturn thekeyof thekingdom
of heaven in people’s faces. For you do not go in your-
selves, and do not allow those who try to go in to do so.

14 *
15 Alas for you, teachers of the law and Pharisees,

hypocrites that you are! You scour land and sea to
make a single convert, and, when they are gained, you
make them twice as deserving of Gehenna as you are
yourselves.

* 23:14 Some later manuscripts add: Alas for you teachers of the law and
Pharisees, hypocrites! You devour widows’ property, and pray long prayers just
for show! This is why youwill receive amore severe punishment.
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16Alas for you, you blind guides! You say “if any swear
by the Temple, their oath counts for nothing; but, if
anyone swears by the gold of the Temple, their oath is
binding them”!

17 Fools that you are and blind! Which is the more
important? The gold? Or the Temple which has given
sacredness to the gold?

18 You say, too, “If anyone swears by the altar, their
oath counts for nothing, but, if anyone swears by the
offering placed on it, their oath is binding on them”!

19 Blind indeed! Which is the more important? The
offering? Or the altar which gives sacredness to the
offering?

20Therefore a person, swearing by the altar, swears by
it and by all that is on it,

21 and a person, swearing by the Temple, swears by it
and by himwho dwells in it,

22while a person, swearing by heaven, swears by the
throne of God, and by himwho sits on it.

23 Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees,
hypocrites that you are! You pay tithes onmint, fennel,
and caraway seed, and have neglected the weightier
matters of the Law – justice, mercy, and good faith.
These last you ought to have put into practice, without
neglecting the first.

24You blind guides, to strain out a gnat and to swallow
a camel!

25 Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees,
hypocrites that youare! You clean theoutside of the cup
and thedish, but inside theyarefilledwith the results of
greed and self-indulgence.

26You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup
and the dish, so that the outside may become clean as
well.

27Alas for you, teachers of theLawandPharisees, hyp-
ocrites that you are! You are like whitewashed tombs,
which indeed look fair outside, while inside they are
filled with dead people’s bones and all kinds of filth.

28 It is the same with you. Outwardly, and to others,
you have the look of religious people, but inwardly you
are full of hypocrisy and sin.

29 Alas for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees,
hypocrites that you are! You build the tombs of the
prophets, anddecorate themonuments of religiouspeo-
ple,
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30 and say “Had we been living in the days of our
ancestors,we shouldhave takennopart in theirmurder
of the prophets!”

31 By doing this you are furnishing evidence against
yourselves that you are true children of the people who
murdered the prophets.

32Go on then, finish what your ancestors began!
33 You snakes and children of snakes! How can you

escape being sentenced to Gehenna?
34 That is why I send you prophets, wise people, and

teachers of the Law, some of whom you will crucify
and kill, and some of whom you will scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute from town to town;

35 so that on your heads may fall every drop of inno-
cent blood spilt on earth, from the blood of innocent
Abel down to that of Zechariah, Barachiah’s son, whom
youmurdered between the Temple and the altar.

36 All this, I tell you, will come home to the present
generation.

37 Jerusalem! Jerusalem! She who slays the prophets
and stones the messengers sent to her – Oh, how often
have Iwished togatheryourchildrenroundme, asahen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not
come!

38Verily, your house is left to you desolate!
39For nevermore, I tell you, will you see me, until you

say – “Blessed isHewhocomes in thenameof theLord!” ’

24
1 Leaving the Temple Courts, Jesus was walking away,

when his disciples came up to draw his attention to the
Temple buildings.

2 ‘Doyouseeall these things?’ washis answer. ‘I tell you,
not a single stonewill be left here on another, whichwill
not be thrown down,’

3 so, while Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his
disciples cameup tohimprivately and said, ‘Tell uswhen this
will be, and what will be the sign of your coming, and of the
close of the age.’

4 Jesus replied to them, ‘See that no one leads you astray;
5 for, many will take my name, and come saying “I am

the Christ,” andwill leadmany astray.
6Youwill hear ofwars and rumours ofwars; take care

not to be alarmed, for such things must occur; but the
end is not yet here.
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7 For nation will rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom, and there will be famines and earth-
quakes in various places.

8 All this, however, will be but the beginning of the
birth pangs!

9When that time comes, theywill give youup to perse-
cution, and will put you to death, and you will be hated
by all nations because ofme.

10 And then many will fall away, and will betray one
another, and hate one another.

11 Many false prophets, also, will appear and lead
many astray;

12and, owing to the increase ofwickedness, the love of
most will grow cold.

13Yet the personwho endures to the endwill be saved.
14 This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed

throughout the world as a witness to all nations; and
thenwill come the end.

15 As soon, then, as you see “the Foul Desecration,”
mentioned by the prophet Daniel, standing in the Holy
place,’ (the reader must consider what this means)

16 ‘then those of youwho are in Judeamust take refuge
in themountains;

17 and a man on the housetop must not go down to get
the things that are in his house;

18 nor must one who is on their farm turn back to get
his cloak.

19 Alas for pregnant women, and for those who are
nursing infants in those days!

20 Pray, too, that your flight may not take place in
winter, nor on a Sabbath;

21 for that will be a time of great distress, the like of
which has not occurred from the beginning of theworld
down to the present time – no, nor ever will again.

22 Had not those days been limited, not a single soul
would escape; but for the sake of God’s people a limit
will be put to them.

23At that time, if anyone should say to you “Look! Here
is the Christ!” or “Here he is!”, do not believe it;

24 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and
will display great signs and marvels, so that, were it
possible, even God’s people would be led astray.

25Remember, I have told you beforehand.
26 Therefore, if people say to you “He is in the wilder-

ness!”, do not go out there; or “He is in an inner room!”,
do not believe it;
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27for, justas lightningwill start fromtheeastandflash
across to thewest, sowill it bewith thecomingof theSon
ofMan.

28Wherever a dead body lies, there will the vultures
flock.

29 Immediately after thedistress of thosedays, the sun
will be darkened, the moon will not give her light, the
stars will fall from the heavens, and the forces of the
heavens will be convulsed.

30 Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in the
heavens; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn,
when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
the heavens, with power and great glory;

31 and he will send his angels, with a great trumpet,
and theywill gather his people round him from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

32 ‘Learn the lesson taughtby thefig tree. As soonas its
branches are full of sap, and it is bursting into leaf, you
know that summer is near.

33And so may you, as soon as you see all these things,
know that he is at your doors.

34 I tell you, even the present generation will not pass
away, until all these things have taken place.

35 The heavens and the earth will pass away, but my
words will never pass away.

36Butabout thatdayandhour, nooneknows –noteven
the angels of heaven, not even the Son – but only the
Father himself.

37 For, just as in the days of Noah, so will it be at the
coming of the Son ofMan.

38 In those days before the flood they went on eating
and drinking, marrying and being married, up to the
very day onwhich Noah entered the ark.

39 They didn’t realise what was going to happen until
the flood came and swept them one and all away; and so
will it be at the coming of the Son ofMan.

40At that time, of twomen on a farm onewill be taken
and one left;

41of two women grinding with a hand-mill one will be
taken and one left.

42Thereforewatch; foryoucannotbe sureonwhatday
yourMaster is coming.

43 But this you do know, that, had the owner of the
house knownatwhat timeof night the thiefwas coming,
they would have been on thewatch, andwould not have
allowed their house to be broken into.
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44 Therefore, you must also prepare, since it is just
when you are least expecting him that the Son of Man
will come.

45Who, then is that trustworthy, careful servant, who
has been placed by their master over his household, to
give them their food at the proper time?

46Happywill that servant bewhomtheirmaster,when
he comes home, will find doing this.

47 I tell you that theirmasterwill put them in chargeof
the whole of his property.

48But, should the servant be a bad servant, and say to
themselves “Mymaster is a long time in coming,”

49and begin to beat their fellow servants, and eat and
drinkwith drunkards,

50 that servant’s master will come on a day when they
do not expect him, and at an hour of which they are
unaware,

51 and will flog the servant severely, and assign them
their place among the hypocrites, where there will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.

25
1 ‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten brides-

maids who took their lamps and went out to meet the
groom.

2Five of themwere foolish, and fivewere prudent.
3Thefoolishones tooktheir lamps,but tooknooilwith

them;
4while the prudent ones, besides taking their lamps,

took oil in their jars.
5 As the groom was late in coming, they all became

drowsy, and slept.
6 But at midnight a shout was raised – “The groom is

coming! Come out tomeet him!”
7Then all the bridesmaidswoke up and trimmed their

lamps,
8 and the foolish said to the prudent “Give us some of

your oil; our lamps are going out.”
9 But the prudent ones answered “No, There may not

be enough for you and for us. Go instead to those who
sell it, and buy for yourselves.”

10Butwhile theywereon theirway tobuy it, the groom
came; and thebridesmaidswhowere readywent inwith
him to the banquet, and the door was shut.

11 Afterwards the other bridesmaids came. “Sir, Sir,”
they said, “open the door to us!”



Matthew 25:12 52 Matthew 25:27

12 But the groom answered “I tell you, I do not know
you.”

13Thereforewatch, sinceyouknowneither thedaynor
the hour.

14 ‘For it is as though aman, going onhis travels, called
his servants, and gave his property into their charge.

15He gave five bags of gold to one, two to another, and
one bag to a third, in proportion to the ability of each.
Then he set out on his travels.

16 The servant who had received the five bags of gold
went at once and traded with it, and made another five
bags.

17 So, too, the servant who had received the two bags
of goldmade another two bags.

18But the servant who had received the one bag went
and dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master’s
money.

19 After a long time the master of those servants re-
turned, and settled accounts with them.

20 The servant who had received the five bags of gold
came up and brought five bagsmore. “Sir,” he said, “you
entrusted me with five bags of gold; look, I have made
another five bags!”

21 “Well done, good, trustworthy servant!” said his
master. “You have been trustworthy with a small sum;
now I will place a large one in your hands; come and
share yourmaster’s joy!”

22Then the one who had received the two bags of gold
cameupand said “Sir, youentrustedmewith twobags of
gold. Look, I havemade another two!”

23 “Well done, good, trustworthy servant!” said his
master. “You have been trustworthy with a small sum;
now I will place a large one in your hands; come and
share yourmaster’s joy!”

24 The man who had received the single bag of gold
came up, too, and said “Sir, I knew that you were a hard
man; you reap where you have not sown, and gather up
where you have not winnowed;

25 and, in my fear, I went and hid your money in the
ground; look, here is what belongs to you!”

26 “You lazy, worthless servant!” was his master’s
reply. “You knew that I reap where I have not sown, and
gather upwhere I have not winnowed?

27 Then you ought to have placed my money in the
hands of bankers, and I, on my return, should have
receivedmymoney, with interest.
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28 Therefore,” he continued, “take away from him the
one bag of gold, and give it to the one who has the ten
bags.

29 For, to him who has, more will be given, and he will
have abundance; but, as for him who has nothing, even
what he has will be taken away fromhim.

30As for theuseless servant, put himout into thedark-
ness outside, where there will be weeping and grinding
of teeth.”

31 ‘When the Son of Man has come in his glory and all
the angels with him, then he will take his seat on his
throne of glory;

32and all the nations will be gathered before him, and
hewill separate thepeople – justasashepherdseparates
sheep from goats –

33placing the sheep onhis right hand, and the goats on
his left.

34 Then the king will say to those on his right “Come,
youwho are blessed bymy Father, enter into possession
of the kingdom prepared for you ever since the begin-
ning of the world.

35For,whenIwashungry, yougavemefood;whenIwas
thirsty, you gave me drink; when I was a stranger, you
tookme to your homes;

36when Iwasnaked, youclothedme;when I fell ill, you
visitedme; andwhen I was in prison, you came tome.”

37 Then the righteous will answer “Lord, when did we
see you hungry, and feed you? Or thirsty, and give you a
drink?

38When did we see you a stranger, and take you to our
homes? Or naked, and clothe you?

39When did we see you ill, or in prison, and come to
you?”

40 And the king will reply “I tell you, as often as you
did it to one of these my brothers or sisters, however
unimportant they seemed, you did it tome.”

41 Then he will say to those on his left “Go from my
presence, accursed, into the permanent fire which has
been prepared for the devil and his angels.

42For, when I was hungry, you gaveme no food; when I
was thirsty, you gaveme no drink;

43when I was a stranger, you did not take me to your
homes; when I was naked, you did not clothe me; and,
when I was ill and in prison, you did not visit me.”

44Then they, in their turn,will answer “Lord,whendid
we see you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or
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ill, or in prison, and did not supply your wants?”
45 And then he will reply “I tell you, as often as you

failed todo it to oneof these, howeverunimportant, you
failed to do it tome.”

46And these last will go away into lasting correction,
but the righteous into lasting life.’

26
1When Jesus had finished teaching all of that, he said to his

disciples,
2 ‘You know that in two days time the Festival of the

Passover will be here; and that the Son of Man is to be
given up to be crucified.’

3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people met in
the house of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas,

4and plotted together to arrest Jesus by stealth and put him
to death;

5 but they said, ‘Not during the Festival, or the people may
riot.’

6After Jesus had reached Bethany, and while he was in the
house of Simon the leper,

7 a woman came up to him with an alabaster jar of very
costly perfume, and poured the perfume on his head as he
sat at the table.

8 The disciples were indignant at seeing this. ‘What is this
waste for?’ they exclaimed.

9 ‘It could have been sold for a large sum, and the money
given to poor people.’

10 ‘Why are you troubling thewoman?’ Jesus said, when
he noticed it. ‘For this is a beautiful deed that she has
done tome.

11You always have the poor with you, but you will not
always haveme.

12 In pouring this perfume on my body, she prepares
me formy burial.

13 I tell you, wherever, in the whole world, this good
news is proclaimed, what this woman has done will be
told inmemory of her.’

14 It was then that one of the Twelve, named Judas Iscariot,
made his way to the chief priests,

15and said ‘What are youwilling to giveme, if I betray Jesus
to you?’ The Priests counted him out thirty pieces of silver as
payment.

16 So from that time Judas looked for an opportunity to
betray Jesus.
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17On the first day of the Festival of the unleavened bread,
the disciples came up to Jesus, and said, ‘Where do you wish
us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?’

18 ‘Go into the city to a certain man,’ he answered, ‘and
say tohim “The teacher says –My time is near. Iwill keep
the Passover withmy disciples at your house.” ’

19 The disciples did as Jesus directed them, and prepared
the Passover.

20 In the evening Jesus took his place with the twelve
disciples,

21and, while they were eating, he said, ‘I tell you that one
of youwill betrayme.’

22 In great grief they began to say to him, one by one, ‘Can it
be I, Master?’

23 ‘Theonewhodippedhisbreadbesideme in thedish,’
replied Jesus, ‘is the one whowill betrayme.

24 True, the Son of Man must go, as scripture says of
him, yet alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is
being betrayed! For that man it would be better never
to have been born!’

25 Judas, who was betraying him, turned to him and said,
‘Can it be I, Rabbi?’
‘It is,’ answered Jesus.
26While theywere eating, Jesus took somebread, and, after

saying the blessing, broke it and, as he gave it to his disciples,
said, ‘Take it and eat it; this is my body.’

27 Then he took a cup, and, after saying the thanksgiving,
gave it to them, with the words, ‘Drink from it, all of you;

28 for this is my covenant blood, which is poured out
formany for the forgiveness of sins.

29 I tell you that I will never, after this, drink of this
juice of the grape, until that daywhen Iwill drink it new
with you in the kingdom ofmy Father.’

30 They then sang a hymn, and went out to the Mount of
Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Even you will all fall away
fromme tonight. Scripture says – “I will strike down the
shepherd, and the sheep of the flockwill be scattered.”

32 But, after I have risen, I will go before you into
Galilee.’

33 ‘If everyone else falls away from you,’ Peter answered, ‘I
will never fall away!’

34 ‘I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘that this very night, before
the cock crows, youwill disownme three times!’

35 ‘Even if Imustdiewithyou,’Peter exclaimed, ‘Iwill never
disown you!’ All the disciples spoke in the sameway.
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36 Then Jesus came with them to a garden called Gethse-
mane, and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit down herewhile I go
and pray over there.’

37 Taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he
began to show signs of sadness and deep distress of mind.

38 ‘I am sad at heart,’ he said, ‘sad even to death; wait
here andwatch withme.’

39Going on a little further, he threw himself on his face in
prayer. ‘My Father,’ he said, ‘if it is possible, let me be
spared this cup; only, not as I will, but as youwill.’

40 Then he came to his disciples, and found them asleep.
‘What!’ he said to Peter, ‘could none of youwatch withme
for one hour?

41 Watch and pray so that you don’t fall into temp-
tation. True, the spirit is eager, but human nature is
weak.’

42 Again, a second time, he went away, and prayed. ‘My
Father,’ he said, ‘if I cannot be spared this cup, but must
drink it, your will be done!’

43 And coming back again he found them asleep, for their
eyes were heavy.

44So he left them, andwent away again, and prayed a third
time, again saying the samewords.

45 Then he came to the disciples, and said, ‘Sleep on now,
and rest yourselves. Look – my time is close at hand,
and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of
wicked people.

46Up, and let us be going. Look! Mybetrayer is close at
hand.’

47And, while he was still speaking, Judas, who was one of
the Twelve, came in sight; and with him was a great crowd
of people, with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests
and elders of the people.

48Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them. ‘The
manwhom I kiss,’ he had said, ‘will be the one; arrest him.’

49So hewent up to Jesus at once, and exclaimed, ‘Welcome,
Rabbi!’ and kissed him;

50 at which Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you have
come for.’ Themenwent up, seized Jesus, and arrested him.

51Suddenly one of thosewhowerewith Jesus stretched out
his hand, and drew his sword, and striking the high priest’s
servant, cut off his ear.

52 ‘Sheathe your sword,’ Jesus said, ‘for allwhodraw the
swordwill be put to the sword.

53 Do you think that I cannot ask my Father for help,
when he would at once send tomy aidmore than twelve
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legions of angels?
54 But in that case how would the scriptures be ful-

filled, which say that thismust be?’
55 Jesus at the same time said to the crowds, ‘Have you

come out, as if after a robber, with swords and clubs, to
takeme? I have sat teaching day after day in the Temple
Courts, and yet you did not arrestme.’

56The whole of this occurred in fulfilment of the prophetic
scriptures. Then the disciples all forsook him and fled.

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the
high priest, where the teachers of the Law and elders had
assembled.

58Peter followedhimat a distance as far as the high priest’s
courtyard, to see the outcome.

59Meanwhile the chief priests and the whole of the High
Council were trying to get such false evidence against Jesus,
as would warrant putting him to death,

60 but they did not find any, although many came forward
with false evidence. Later on, however, two men came
forward and said,

61 ‘This man said “I am able to destroy the Temple of God,
and to build it in three days.” ’

62Then thehighpriest stoodup, and said to Jesus, ‘Haveyou
noanswer? What is this evidencewhich thesemenare giving
against you?’

63But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, ‘I
order you, by the living God, to tell us whether you are the
Christ, the Son of God.’

64 ‘It is true,’ Jesusanswered, ‘Moreover I tell youall that
hereafter youwill see the Son ofMan sitting on the right
hand of the Almighty, and coming on the clouds of the
heavens.’

65 Then the high priest tore his robes. ‘This is blasphemy!’
he exclaimed. ‘Why do we want any more witnesses? You
have just heard his blasphemy!

66 What is your decision?’ They answered, ‘He deserves
death.’

67 Then they spat in his face, and struck him, while others
dealt blows at him, saying as they did so,

68 ‘Nowplay the prophet for us, you Christ! Whowas it that
struck you?’

69 Peter, meanwhile, was sitting outside in the courtyard;
and amaidservant cameup to him, and exclaimed, ‘Why, you
were with Jesus the Galilean!’

70But Peter denied it before them all. ‘I do not know what
youmean,’ he replied.
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71When he had gone out into the gateway, another maid
saw him, and said to those who were there, ‘This man was
with Jesus of Nazareth!’

72Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know theman!’
73 But soon afterwards those who were standing by came

up and said to Peter, ‘You also are certainly one of them; why,
even your way of speaking proves it!’

74ThenPeter said, ‘I swear that I donot know theman! May
God punishme if I am lying!’ At that moment a cock crowed;

75 and Peter remembered the words which Jesus had said
– “Before a cock has crowed, you will disown me three
times”; and he went outside, and wept bitterly.

27
1 At daybreak all the chief priests and the elders of the

people consulted together against Jesus, to bring about his
death.

2 They put him in chains and led him away, and gave him
up to the Roman Governor, Pilate.

3 Then Judas, who betrayed him, seeing that Jesus was
condemned, repented ofwhat he had done, and returned the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders.

4 ‘I didwrong in betraying a goodman to his death,’ he said.
‘What has that to do with us?’ they replied. ‘You must see to
that yourself.’

5 Judas flung down the pieces of silver in the Temple, and
left; and went away and hanged himself.

6Thechiefpriests took thepiecesof silver, but theysaid, ‘We
must not put them into the Temple treasury, because they are
blood-money.’

7 So, after consultation, they used it to buy the “Potter’s
Field” as a burial ground for foreigners,

8 and that is why that field is called the “Field of Blood” to
this very day.

9 Then it was that these words spoken by the prophet
Jeremiahwere fulfilled – “They took the thirty pieces of silver,
the price set on him by the people of Israel,

10 and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord com-
mandedme.”

11Meanwhile Jesus was brought before the Roman Gover-
nor. ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ asked the Governor. ‘It is
true,’ answered Jesus.

12 While charges were being brought against him by the
chief priests and elders, Jesus made no reply.

13 Then Pilate said to him, ‘Don’t you hear how many
accusations they aremaking against you?’
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14Yet Jesusmadenoreply –not evena singleword; atwhich
the Governor was greatly astonished.

15Now, at the feast, the Governor was accustomed to grant
the people the release of any one prisoner whom they might
choose.

16At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barab-
bas.

17 So, when the people had collected, Pilate said to them,
‘Which do you wish me to release for you? Barabbas? Or
Jesus who is called “Christ”?’

18Forheknewthat itwasoutof jealousy that theyhadgiven
Jesus up to him.

19Whilehewas still on theBench, hiswife sent thismessage
to him – ‘Do not have anything to do with that good man, for
I have been verymuch troubled today in a dream because of
him.’

20But the chief priests and elders persuaded the crowds to
ask for Barabbas, and to kill Jesus.

21TheGovernor, however, said to them, ‘Whichof these two
do youwishme to release for you?’
‘Barabbas,’ they answered.
22 ‘What then,’ Pilate asked, ‘should I do with Jesus who is

called “Christ?” ’ ‘Crucify him,’ they all replied.
23 ‘Why, what harm has he done?’ he asked. But they kept

shouting furiously, ‘Crucify him!’
24 When Pilate saw that his efforts were unavailing, but

that, on the contrary, a riot was beginning, he took some
water, andwashed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying
as he did so, ‘I am not answerable for this bloodshed; you
must see to it yourselves.’

25And all the people answered, ‘His blood be on our heads
and on our children’s!’

26Then Pilate released Barabbas to them, but Jesus he had
scourged, and gave him up to be crucified.

27After that, the Governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them
into theGovernment house, and gathered thewhole garrison
round him.

28They stripped him, and put on him a redmilitary cloak,
29 and having twisted some thorns into a crown, put it on

his head, and a rod in his right hand, and then, going down
on their kneesbeforehim, theymockedhim. ‘Long life toyou,
king of the Jews!’ they said.

30They spat at himand, taking the rod, kept striking himon
the head;
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31and,when theyhad left offmockinghim, they tookoff the
military cloak, and put his own clothes on him, and led him
away to be crucified.

32 As they were on their way out, they came upon a man
fromCyrene called Simon, and they compelledhim to gowith
them to carry the cross.

33 On reaching a place named Golgotha (a place named
from its likeness to a skull),

34 they gavehim somewine to drinkwhichhadbeenmixed
with gall; but after tasting it, Jesus refused to drink it.

35 When they had crucified him, they divided his clothes
among them by casting lots.

36Then they sat down, and kept watch over him there.
37 Above his head they fixed the accusation against him

written out – “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
38 At the same time two robbers were crucified with him,

one on the right, the other on the left.
39The passers-by railed at him, shaking their heads as they

said,
40 ‘You who would “destroy the Temple and build one in

three days,” save yourself! If you are God’s Son, come down
from the cross!’

41 In the sameway the chief priests,with theTeachers of the
Law and elders, said inmockery,

42 ‘He saved others, but he cannot save himself! He is the
“king of Israel”! Why doesn’t he come down from the cross
now, then wewill believe in him.

43He has trusted in God; if God wants him, let him deliver
him now; for he said “I am God’s Son.” ’

44Even the robbers, whowere crucifiedwith him, insulted
him in the sameway.

45 After midday a darkness came over all the country,
lasting until three in the afternoon.

46 About three Jesus called out loudly, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabacthani’ – that is to say, “MyGod,myGod,whyhaveyou
forsakenme?”

47Some of those standing by heard this, and said, ‘Theman
is calling for Elijah!’

48 One of them immediately ran and took a sponge, and,
filling it with common wine, put it on the end of a rod, and
offered it to him to drink.

49But the rest said, ‘Wait and let us see if Elijah is coming to
save him.’*

50But Jesus, uttering another loud cry, gave up his spirit.
* 27:49 Some later manuscripts add: However another man took a spear, and
pierced his side; and water and blood flowed from it.
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51Suddenly the Temple curtainwas torn in two from top to
bottom, the earth shook, the rocks were torn asunder,

52 the tombs opened, and the bodies of many of God’s
people who had fallen asleep rose,

53 and they, leaving their tombs, went, after the resurrec-
tionof Jesus, into theHolyCity, andappeared tomanypeople.

54 The Roman centurion, and the men with him who were
watching Jesus, on seeing the earthquake and all that was
happening, became greatly frightened and exclaimed, ‘This
must indeed have been God’s Son!’

55 There were many women there, watching from a dis-
tance, who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee and had
been attending on him.

56Among themwereMary ofMagdala, Mary themother of
James and Joseph, and themother of Zebedee’s sons.

57When evening had fallen, there came a rich man from
Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disci-
ple of Jesus.

58 He went to see Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.
Pilate ordered it to be given him.

59 So Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a clean linen
sheet,

60 and laid it in his newly made tomb which he had cut in
the rock; and, before he left, he rolled a great stone against
the entrance of the tomb.

61Mary of Magdala and the other Mary remained behind,
sitting in front of the grave.

62The next day – that is, the day following the Preparation-
day – the chief priests and Pharisees came in a body to Pilate,
and said,

63 ‘Sir, we remember that, duringhis lifetime, that impostor
said “I will rise after three days.”

64 So order the tomb to be made secure until the third day.
Otherwisehis disciplesmay comeand steal him, and then say
to the people “He has risen from the dead,” when the latest
imposture will be worse than the first.’

65 ‘Youmay have a guard,’was Pilate’s reply. ‘Go andmake
the tomb as secure as you can.’

66 So they went and made the tomb secure, by sealing the
stone, in presence of the guard.

28
The Risen Life

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to
dawn, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary had gone to look
at the grave,
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2when suddenly a great earthquakeoccurred. For anangel
of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled
away the stone, and seated himself on it.

3 His appearance was as dazzling as lightning, and his
clothing was as white as snow;

4 and, in their terror of him, the men on guard trembled
violently and became like deadmen.

5But the angel, addressing the women, said, ‘You need not
be afraid. I know that it is Jesus, whowas crucified, forwhom
you are looking.

6He is not here; for hehas risen, as he said hewould. Come,
and see the place where he was lying;

7 and then go quickly and say to his disciples “He has risen
from the dead, and is going before you into Galilee; there you
will see him.” Remember, I have told you.’

8 They left the tomb quickly, in awe and great joy, and ran
to tell the news to the disciples.

9 Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Welcome!’ he said. The
women went up to him, and clasped his feet, bowing to the
ground before him. Then Jesus said to them,

10 ‘Donot be afraid; go and tellmybrothers and sisters
to set out for Galilee, and they will seeme there.’

11 While they were still on their way, some of the guard
came into the city, and reported to the chief priests every-
thing that had happened.

12 So they and the elders met and, after holding a consulta-
tion, gave a large sum of money to the soldiers,

13 and told them to say that his disciples came in the night,
and stole himwhile they were asleep;

14 ‘And should this matter come before the Governor,’ they
added, ‘we will satisfy him, and see that you have nothing to
fear.’

15 So the soldiers took the money, and did as they were
instructed. This story spread widely; the people of Judea still
tell it today.

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus told them tomeet him;

17 and, when they saw him, they bowed to the ground
before him; although some felt doubtful.

18 Then Jesus came up, and spoke to them, saying, ‘All
authority in heaven and on the earth has been given to
me.

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all the nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit,
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20and teaching them to lay to heart all the commands
that I have given you; and, remember, I myself am with
you every day until the close of the age.’
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The
Good News According to

Mark

The Preparation
1The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ.
2 It is said in the prophet Isaiah –

“I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.

3The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the road for the Lord,

make a straight path for him.’ ”
4 John the Baptiser appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming
a baptism on repentance, for the forgiveness of sins.
5 The whole of Judea, as well as all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, went out to him; and they were baptised by him
in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.

6 John wore clothes made of camels’ hair, with a leather
strap round his waist, and lived on locusts and wild honey;

7 and he proclaimed – ‘After me is coming someone more
powerful than I am, and I am not fit even to stoop down and
unfasten his sandals.

8 I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit.’

9Nowabout that time Jesus came fromNazareth inGalilee,
and was baptised by John in the Jordan.

10 Just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens split open and the Spirit coming down to him like a
dove,

11 and from the heavens came a voice – ‘You are my dearly
loved son; you bringme great joy.’

12 Immediately afterwards the Spirit drove Jesus out into
the wilderness;

13 and he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted
by Satan, and among thewild beasts, while the angels helped
him.

TheWork in Galilee
14 After John had been arrested, Jesus went to Galilee,

proclaiming the good news of God –
15 ‘The time has come, and the kingdom of God is at

hand; repent, and believe the good news.’
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16As Jesus was going along the shore of the Sea of Galilee,
he sawSimonandhisbrotherAndrewcastinganet in the sea,
for they were fishermen.

17 ‘Come and followme,’ Jesus said, ‘and Iwill teach you
to fish for people.’

18They left their nets at once, and followed him.
19Goingona little further, he saw James, Zebedee’s son, and

his brother John, whowere in their boat mending the nets.
20 Jesus called them at once, and they left their father

Zebedee in the boat with the crew, and went after him.
21 They walked to Capernaum. On the next Sabbath Jesus

went into the synagogue and began to teach.
22 The people were amazed at his teaching, for he taught

them like onewho had authority, and not like the teachers of
the Law.

23 Now there was in their synagogue at the time a man
under the power of a foul spirit, who called out,

24 ‘What do you want with us, Jesus the Nazarene? Have
you come to destroy us? I know who you are – the Holy One
of God!’

25But Jesus rebuked the spirit, ‘Be silent! Come out from
him.’

26 The foul spirit threw the man into a fit, and with a loud
cry came out from him.

27Theywere all so amazed that they kept asking eachother,
‘What is this? What is this, a new kind of teaching? He gives
his commands with authority even to the foul spirits, and
they obey him!’

28 His fame spread at once in all directions, through the
whole region of Galilee.

29As soon as they had left the synagogue, they went to the
house of Simon and Andrew, along with James and John.

30NowSimon’smother-in-lawwas lying illwitha fever, and
they at once told Jesus about her.

31 Jesus went up to her and, grasping her hand, raised her
up; the fever left her, and she began to take care of them.

32 In the evening, after sunset, the people brought to Jesus
all who were ill or possessed by demons;

33and the whole city was gathered round the door.
34 Jesus cured many who were ill with various diseases,

and drove out many demons, and would not permit them to
speak, because they knew him to be the Christ.

35 In the morning, long before daylight, Jesus got up and
went out to a lonely spot, where he began to pray.

36 But Simon and his companions went out searching for
him;
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37 and, when they found him, they exclaimed, ‘Everyone is
looking for you!’

38 But Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go somewhere else,
into the country towns nearby so that I can make my
proclamation in them also; for that was why I came.’

39 And he went about making his proclamation in their
synagogues all through Galilee, and driving out the demons.

40One day a leper came to Jesus and, falling on his knees,
begged him for help. ‘If only you are willing,’ he said, ‘you
are able to makeme clean.’

41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out his hand
and touched him, saying as he did so, ‘I amwilling; become
clean.’

42 Instantly the leprosy left the man, and he became clean;
43 and then Jesus, after sternly warning him, immediately

sent him away,
44 and said to him, ‘Be careful not to say anything to

anyone; butgoandshowyourself to thepriest, andmake
the offerings for your cleansing directed by Moses, as
evidence of your cure.’

45Theman, however, went away, and began to speak about
it publicly, and to spread the story so widely, that Jesus could
no longer go openly into a town, but stayed outside in lonely
places; and people came to him from every direction.

2
1Somedays later, when Jesus cameback to Capernaum, the

news spread that he was in a house there;
2 and so many people collected together, that after a while

there was no room for them even round the door; and he
began to tell them his message.

3Somepeople came, bringing to hima paralysedman,who
was being carried by four of them.

4They were unable to get him near to Jesus, because of the
crowd, so they removed the roof above Jesus, and, when they
had made an opening, they let down the mat on which the
paralysedmanwas lying.

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, ‘Child,
your sins are forgiven.’

6But someof the teachers of theLawwhowere sitting there
were debating in their minds,

7 ‘Why does this man speak like this? He is blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins except God?’

8 Jesus, at once intuitively aware that they were debating
with themselves in this way, said to them, ‘Why are you
debating in yourminds about this?
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9Which is easier? – to say to the paralysedman, “Your
sins are forgiven”? Or to say “Get up, and take up your
mat, andwalk”?

10But so youmay know that the Son of Man has power
to forgive sins on earth’ –here he said to the paralysedman
–

11 ‘To you I say, Get up, take up yourmat, and return to
your home.’

12 The man got up, and immediately took up his mat, and
went out before them all; at which they were amazed, and,
as they praised God, they said, ‘Wehave never seen anything
like this!’

13 Jesus went out again to the sea; and all the people came
to him, and he taught them.

14Ashewentalong, he sawLevi, the sonofAlphaeus, sitting
in the tax office, and said to him, ‘Followme.’ Levi got up and
followed him.

15 Later on he was in his house having dinner, and a
number of tax collectors and outcasts took their places at the
table with Jesus and his disciples; for many of them were
following him.

16When the teachers of the Law belonging to the party of
the Pharisees saw that he was eating in the company of such
people, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with the
tax collectors and outcasts?’

17Hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It isnot thosewhoarehealthy
who need a doctor, but those who are ill. I did not come
to call the religious, but the outcast.’

18Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting, and
people came and asked Jesus, ‘Why is it that John’s disciples
and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, while yours do not?’

19 Jesus answered, ‘Can the groom’s friends fast, while
the groom is with them? As long as they have the groom
with them, they cannot fast.

20But thedayswill come,whenthegroomwillbe taken
away from them, and they will fast then –when that day
comes.’

21 ‘Nooneever sewsapieceofunshrunkclothonanold
garment; if they do, the patch tears away from it – the
new from the old – and aworse tear ismade.

22Andnooneeverputsnewwine intooldwine-skins; if
they do, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine
and the skins are lost. But new wine is put into fresh
skins.’

23 One Sabbath, as Jesus was walking through the corn-
fields, his disciples began to pick the ears of wheat as they
went along.
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24 ‘Look!’ the Pharisees said to him, ‘why are they doing
what is not allowed on the Sabbath?’

25 ‘Have you never read,’ answered Jesus, ‘what David
didwhenhewas in need andhungry, he andhis compan-
ions –

26 how he went into the house of God, in the time of
Abiathar thehighpriest, andate the consecratedbread,
which only the priests are allowed to eat, and gave some
to his comrades as well?’

27Then Jesus added, ‘The Sabbath wasmade for people,
and not people for the Sabbath;

28 so the Son ofMan is lord even of the Sabbath.’

3
1On another occasion Jesus went in to a synagogue, where

there was amanwhose handwas withered.
2And theywatched Jesus closely, to see if hewould cure the

manon the Sabbath, so that theymighthavea charge tobring
against him.

3 ‘Stand out in themiddle,’ Jesus said to themanwith the
withered hand;

4 and to the people he said, ‘Is it allowable to do good at
the Sabbath – or harm? To save a life, or destroy it?’

5 As they remained silent, Jesus looked round at them in
anger, grieving at the hardness of their hearts, and said to the
man, ‘Stretch out yourhand.’ Theman stretched it out; and
his hand had become sound.

6 Immediately on leaving the synagogue, the Pharisees and
theHerodians united in laying a plot against Jesus, to put him
to death.

7 Then Jesus went away with his disciples to the sea, fol-
lowed by a great number of people from Galilee.

8A great number, hearing of all that he was doing, came to
him from Judea, from Jerusalem, from Edom, from beyond
the Jordan, and from the country round Tyre and Sidon.

9 So Jesus told his disciples to keep a small boat close by, so
that the crowdwould not crush him.

10 For he had cured many of them, and so people kept
crowding around him, so all whowere sickmight touch him.

11 The foul spirits, too, whenever they caught sight of him,
flung themselves down before him, and screamed out, ‘You
are the Son of God’!

12But he repeatedlywarned themnot tomake him known.
13 Jesusmade hiswayup the hill, and called thosewhomhe

wished; and they went to him.
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14He appointed twelve –whom he also named “apostles” –
so that they might be with him, and that he might send them
out as his messengers, to preach,

15andwith power to drive out demons.
16So he appointed the Twelve – Peter (whichwas the name

that Jesus gave to Simon),
17 James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John (to

whom he gave the name of Boanerges, which means the
Thunderers),

18Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James
the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot,

19and Judas Iscariot, the manwho betrayed him.
20 Jesus went into a house; and again a crowd collected, so

that they were not even able to eat their food.
21When his relatives heard of it, they went to take charge

of him, for they said that he was out of his mind.
22 The teachers of the Law, who had come down from

Jerusalem, said, ‘He has Beelzebul in him! He drives the
demons out by the help of their chief.’

23 So Jesus called them to him, and answered them in
parables, ‘How can Satan drive out Satan?

24When a kingdom is divided against itself, it cannot
last;

25andwhenahousehold isdividedagainst itself, itwill
not be able to last.

26 So, if Satan is in revolt against himself and is di-
vided, he cannot last – his end has come!

27 ‘No man who has broken into a strong man’s house
can carry off his goods, without first tying him up; and
not until thenwill he plunder his house.

28 I tell you that people will be forgiven everything –
their sins, and all the slanders that they utter;

29butwhoever slanders theHolySpirit remainsunfor-
given to the end; he has to answer for an enduring sin.’

30 This was said in reply to the charge that he had a foul
spirit in him.

31Hismotherandhisbrothers came, andstoodoutside, and
sent to ask him to come to them.

32 There was a crowd sitting round Jesus, and some of
them said to him, ‘Look, your mother and your brothers are
outside, asking for you.’

33 ‘Who ismymother? Andmy brothers?’ was his reply.
34 Then he looked around on the people sitting in a circle

round him, and said, ‘Here are my mother and my broth-
ers!
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35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and
sister andmother.’

4
1 Jesus again began to teach by the sea; and, as an immense

crowd was gathering round him, he got into a boat, and sat
in it on the sea, while all the people were on the shore at the
water’s edge.

2Then he taught themmany truths in parables; and in the
course of his teaching he said to them:

3 ‘Listen! The sower went out to sow;
4and presently, as hewas sowing, some of the seed fell

along the path; and the birds came, and ate it up.
5 Some fell on rocky ground, where it had not much

soil, and,because thesoilwasn’tdeep, sprangupatonce;
6but, when the sun rose, itwas scorched, and, because

their roots were not deep enough, withered away.
7Some of the seed fell among brambles; but the bram-

bles shot up and completely choked it, and it yielded no
return.

8 Some fell into good soil, and, shooting up and grow-
ing, yielded a return, amounting to thirty, sixty, and
even a hundred fold.’

9And Jesus said, ‘Let anyone who has ears to hear with
hear.’

10 Afterwards, when he was alone, his followers and the
Twelve asked him about his parables;

11 and he said, ‘To you the hidden truth of the kingdom
of God has been imparted; but to those who are outside
it all teaching takes the form of parables so that –

12 “Though they have eyes, they may see without per-
ceiving; and though they have ears, theymay hear with-
out understanding; otherwise someday theymight turn
and be forgiven.” ’

13 ‘You do not know the meaning of this parable?’ he
went on, ‘Then how will you understand all the other
parables?

14The sower sows themessage.
15 The people meant by the seed that falls along the

path are these –where themessage is sown, but, as soon
as they have heard it, Satan immediately comes and
carries away themessage that has been sown in them.

16 So, too, those meant by the seed sown on the rocky
places are the people who, when they have heard the
message, at once accept it joyfully;
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17 but, as they have no root, they stand only for a
short time; and so, when trouble or persecution arises
because of themessage, they fall away at once.

18Those meant by the seed sown among the brambles
aredifferent; they are thepeoplewhohear themessage,

19but the cares of life, and the glamour of wealth, and
cravings for many other things come in and completely
choke themessage, so that it gives no return.

20But the people meant by the seed sown on the good
ground are those who hear the message, and welcome
it, and yield a return, thirty, sixty, and even a hundred
fold.’

21 Jesus said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought to be put under
a basket or under the couch, instead of being put on the
lamp-stand?

22 There is nothing hidden that will not come to light
and nothing is concealed that will not be brought into
the open.

23Let all who have ears to hear with hear.
24 ‘Take care what you listen to,’ said Jesus. ‘The stan-

dardyouusewillbeusedforyou,andmorewillbeadded
for you.

25 For, to those who have, more will be given; while,
from those who have nothing, even what they have will
be taken away.’

26 Jesus also said, ‘This iswhat thekingdomofGod is like
– like amanwho has scattered seed on the ground,

27 and then sleeps by night and rises by day, while the
seed is shooting up and growing – he knows not how.

28The ground bears the crop of itself – first the blade,
then the ear, and then the full grain in the ear;

29but, as soonas thecrop isready, immediatelyheputs
in the sickle because harvest has come.’

30 Jesus also said, ‘To what can we liken the kingdom of
God?

31By what can we illustrate it? Perhaps by the growth
of a mustard seed. This seed, when sown in the ground,
though it is smaller than all other seeds,

32yet, when sown, shoots up, and becomes larger than
any other herb, and puts out great branches, so that
even the wild birds can roost in its shelter.’

33 With many such parables Jesus used to speak to the
people of his message, as far as they were able to receive it;

34 and to them he never used to speak except in parables;
but in private to his own disciples he explained everything.
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35 In the evening of the sameday, Jesus said to them, ‘Let us
go across.’

36 So, leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them,
just as he was, in the boat; and there were other boats with
him.

37Aviolent squall cameon, and thewaveskeptdashing into
the boat, so that the boat was actually filling.

38 Jesus was in the stern asleep on the cushion; and the
disciples roused him and cried, ‘Teacher! Is it nothing to you
that we are lost?’

39 Jesus rose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
‘Hush! Be still!’ Then the wind dropped, and a great calm
followed.

40 ‘Why are you so timid?’ he exclaimed. ‘Have you no
faith yet?’

41 But they were struck with great awe, and said to one
another, ‘Whocan this be that even thewind and the sea obey
him?’

5
1 They came to the other side of the sea – the region of the

Gerasenes;
2and, as soon as Jesus had got out of the boat, hemet aman

coming out of the tombs, who was under the power of a foul
spirit,

3 and who made his home in the tombs. No one had ever
been able to secure him, even with a chain;

4 for, though he had many times been left secured with
fetters and chains, he had snapped the chains andbroken the
fetters to pieces, and no one couldmaster him.

5Night and day alike, he was continually shrieking in the
tombs and among the hills, and cutting himself with stones.

6Catching sight of Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed
to the ground before him,

7 shrieking out in a loud voice, ‘What do you want with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? For God’s sake do not
torment me!’

8 For Jesus had said, ‘Come out from the man, you foul
spirit.’

9And he asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘My name,’ he
said, ‘is Legion, for there are many of us;’

10 and he begged Jesus again and again not to send them
away out of that country.

11 There was a large herd of pigs close by, feeding on the
hillside;

12and the spirits begged Jesus, ‘Send us into the pigs so that
we can take possession of them.’
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13 Jesus gave them leave. They came out, and entered into
the pigs; and the herd – about two thousand in number –
rushed down the steep slope into the sea and were drowned
in the sea.

14 Then the men who tended them ran away, and carried
the news to the town, and to the country round; and the
people went to see what had happened.

15When they came to Jesus, they found the possessed man
sitting there, clothed and inhis rightmind – themanwhohad
had the “Legion” in him – and they were awe-struck.

16 Then those who had seen it related to them all that had
happened to the possessedman, as well as about the pigs;

17 so they began to beg Jesus to leave their region.
18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the possessed man

begged him to let him stay with him.
19But Jesus refused. ‘Goback to your home, to your own

people,’ he said, ‘and tell them of all that the Lord has
done for you, and how he took pity on you.’

20So themanwent, and began to proclaim in the district of
the Ten Towns all that Jesus had done for him; and everyone
was amazed.

21By the time Jesushadrecrossed in theboat to theopposite
shore, a great number of people had gathered to meet him,
and were standing by the sea.

22 One of the leaders of the synagogue, whose name was
Jairus, came and, as soon as he saw Jesus, threw himself at
his feet and begged him repeatedly,

23 saying, ‘My little daughter is at death’s door. Please come
andplaceyourhandsonher so that shemayrecoverand live.’

24 So Jesus went with him. A great number of people
followed Jesus, and kept pressing round him.

25Meanwhile a woman who for twelve years had suffered
from haemorrhage,

26 and undergone much at the hands of many doctors,
(spending all shehadwithout obtaining any relief, but, on the
contrary, growing worse),

27 heard about Jesus, came behind in the crowd, and
touched his cloak.

28 ‘If I can only touch his clothes,’ she said, ‘I will get well!’
29At once her bleeding stopped, and she felt in herself that

she was cured of her affliction.
30 Jesus at once became aware of the power that had gone

out fromhim, and, turning round in the crowd, he said, ‘Who
touchedmy clothes?’

31 ‘You see the people pressing round you,’ exclaimed his
disciples, ‘and yet you say “Who touchedme?” ’
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32But Jesus looked about to see who had done it.
33 Then the woman, in fear and trembling, knowing what

had happened to her, came and threw herself down before
him, and told him the whole truth.

34 ‘Daughter,’ he said, ‘your faith has delivered you. Go,
and peace be with you; be free from your affliction.’

35 Before he had finished speaking, some people from the
house of the synagogue leader came and said, ‘Your daughter
is dead! Why should you trouble the teacher further?’

36But Jesus, overhearingwhat theywere saying, said to the
synagogue leader, ‘Do not be afraid; only have faith.’

37And he allowed no one to accompany him, except Peter,
James, and John, the brother of James.

38 Presently they reached the leader’s house, where Jesus
saw a scene of confusion – people weeping and wailing
incessantly.

39 ‘Why this confusion and weeping?’ he said on enter-
ing. ‘The little child is not dead; she is asleep.’

40They began to laugh at him; but he sent them all out, and
then, with the child’s father andmother and his companions,
went into the roomwhere she was lying.

41 Taking her hand, Jesus said to her, ‘Talitha, koum!’ –
whichmeans “little girl, I am speaking to you – Rise!”

42The little girl stood up at once, and began to walk about;
for shewas twelve years old. And, as soon as they saw it, they
were overwhelmedwith amazement;

43 but Jesus repeatedly cautioned them not to let anyone
know of it, and told them to give her something to eat.

6
1 On leaving that place, Jesus, followed by his disciples,

went to his own part of the country.
2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the syn-

agogue; and the people, as they listened, were deeply im-
pressed. ‘Where did he get this?’ they said, ‘and what is this
wisdom that has been given him? And these miracles which
he is doing?

3 Isn’t he the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother
of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? And aren’t his
sisters, too, living here among us?’ This proved a hindrance
to their believing in him;

4 at which Jesus said, ‘A prophet is not without honour,
except in his home town, and among his own relatives,
and in his own home.’

5And he could not work anymiracle there, beyond placing
his hands on a few infirm persons, and curing them;
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6andhewonderedat thewantof faith shownby thepeople.
Jesus went round the villages, one after another, teaching.

7Hecalled theTwelve tohim, andbegan to send themoutas
his messengers, two and two, and gave them authority over
foul spirits.

8 He instructed them to take nothing but a staff for the
journey – not even bread, or a bag, or coins in their purse;

9but they were to wear sandals, and not to put on a second
coat.

10 ‘Whenever you go to stay at a house,’ he said, ‘remain
there until you leave that place;

11and if a place does notwelcome you, or listen to you,
as you go out of it shake off the dust that is on the soles
of your feet, as a protest against them.’

12 So they set out, and proclaimed the need of repentance.
13 They drove out many demons, and anointed with oil

many whowere infirm, and cured them.
14NowKingHerodheardof Jesus; forhisnamehadbecome

well known. People were saying – ‘John the Baptiser must
have risen from the dead, and that is why these miraculous
powers are active in him.’

15 Others again said – ‘He is Elijah,’ and others – ‘He is a
prophet, like one of the great prophets.’

16But when Herod heard of him, he said – ‘Themanwhom
I beheaded – John – hemust be risen!’

17 For Herod himself had sent and arrested John, and put
him in prison, in chains, to please Herodias, the wife of his
brother Philip, because Herod hadmarried her.

18 For John had said to Herod – ‘You have no right to be
living with your brother’s wife.’

19 So Herodias was incensed against John, and wanted to
put him to death, but was unable to do so,

20 because Herod stood in fear of John, knowing him to be
anupright and holyman, and protected him. He had listened
to John, but still remainedmuch perplexed, and yet he found
pleasure in listening to him.

21A suitable opportunity, however, occurred when Herod,
on his birthday, gave a dinner to his high officials, and his
generals, and the foremost men in Galilee.

22When his daughter – that is, the daughter of Herodias –
came inanddanced, shedelightedHerodand thosewhowere
diningwith him. ‘Askme forwhatever you like,’ the king said
to the girl, ‘and I will give it to you’;

23and he swore to her that hewould give herwhatever she
asked him – up to half his kingdom.
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24 The girl went out, and said to her mother ‘What must I
ask for?’
‘The head of John the Baptiser,’ answered her mother.
25 So she went in as quickly as possible to the king, and

made her request. ‘I want you,’ she said, ‘to give me at once,
on a dish, the head of John the Baptist.’

26 The king was much distressed; yet, because of his oath
and of the guests at his table, he did not like to refuse her.

27He immediately dispatched one of his bodyguard, with
orders to bring John’s head. The man went and beheaded
John in the prison,

28 and, bringing his head on a dish, gave it to the girl, and
the girl gave it to her mother.

29When John’s disciples heard of it, they came and took his
body away, and laid it in a tomb.

30When the apostles came back to Jesus, they told him all
that they had done and all that they had taught.

31 ‘Come by yourselves privately to some lonely spot,’
he said, ‘and rest for a while’ – for there were so many
people coming and going that they had not time even to eat.

32 So they set off privately in their boat for a lonely spot.
33Many people saw them going, and recognised them, and

from all the towns they flocked together to the place on foot,
and got there before them.

34On getting out of the boat, Jesus saw a great crowd, and
his heart was moved at the sight of them, because they were
like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them
many things.

35When it grew late, his disciples came up to him, and said,
‘This is a lonely spot, and it is already late.

36 Send the people away, so that they may go to the farms
and villages around and buy themselves something to eat.’

37 But Jesus answered, ‘It is for you to give them some-
thing to eat.’ ‘Are we to go and spend almost a year’s wages
on bread,’ they asked, ‘to give them to eat?’

38 ‘Howmany loaves have you?’ he asked, ‘Go, and see.’
When they had found out, they told him, ‘Five, and two fish.’

39 Jesusdirected themtomakeall thepeople take their seats
on the green grass, in parties;

40and they sat down in groups – in hundreds, and in fifties.
41Taking the five loaves and the twofish, Jesus lookedup to

heaven, and said theblessing; hebroke the loaves intopieces,
and gave them to his disciples for them to serve out to the
people, and he divided the two fish also among them all.

42Everyone had sufficient to eat;
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43 and they picked up enough broken pieces to fill twelve
baskets, as well as some of the fish.

44 The people who ate the bread were five thousand in
number.

45 Immediately afterwards Jesus made his disciples get
into the boat, and cross over in advance, in the direction of
Bethsaida, while he himself was dismissing the crowd.

46After he had taken leave of the people, he went away up
the hill to pray.

47When evening fell, the boat was out in the middle of the
sea, and Jesus was on the shore alone.

48 Seeing them labouring at the oars – for the wind was
against them – about three hours after midnight Jesus came
towards them, walking on the water, intending to join them.

49 But, when they saw him walking on the water, they
thought it was a ghost, and cried out;

50 for all of them saw him, and were terrified. But Jesus at
once spoke to them. ‘Courage!’ he said, ‘it is I; do not be
afraid!’

51 Then he got into the boat with them, and the wind
dropped. The disciples were utterly amazed,

52 for they had not understood about the loaves, their
minds being slow to learn.

53When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret,
andmoored the boat.

54But theyhadno sooner left her than the people, recognis-
ing Jesus,

55hurried over the whole countryside, and began to carry
about on mats those who were ill, wherever they heard he
was.

56 So wherever he went – to villages, or towns, or farms –
they would lay their sick in the market-places, begging him
to let them touch only the tassel of his cloak; and all who
touched weremade well.

7
1Oneday thePharisees and someof the teachers of theLaw

who had come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus.
2They had noticed that some of his disciples ate their food

with their hands “defiled,” by which theymeant unwashed.
3 (For the Pharisees, and indeed all strict Jews, will not eat

without first scrupulously washing their hands, holding in
this to the traditions of their ancestors.

4 When they come from market, they will not eat with-
out first sprinkling themselves; and there are many other
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customs which they have inherited and hold to, such as the
ceremonial washing of cups, and jugs, and copper pans).

5 So the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law asked Jesus
this question – ‘How is it that your disciples do not follow
the traditions of our ancestors, but eat their foodwith defiled
hands?’

6 His answer was, ‘It was well said by Isaiah when he
prophesiedabout youhypocrites in thewords – “This is a
peoplewhohonourmewith their lips,while theirhearts
are far removed fromme;

7 but vainly do they worship me, For they teach but
human precepts.”

8YouneglectGod’scommandmentsandhold tohuman
traditions.

9 Wisely do you set aside God’s commandments,’ he
exclaimed, ‘to keep your own traditions!

10For while Moses said “Honour your father and your
mother,” and “Let anyone who abuses their father or
mother suffer death,”

11 you say “If a person says to their father or mother
‘Whatever of mine might have been of service to you is
Corban’ ” (whichmeans “Set apart for God”) –

12 why, then you do not allow them to do anything
further for their father ormother!

13 In this way you nullify the words of God by your
traditions, which you hand down; and you do many
similar things.’

14 Then Jesus called the people to him again, and said,
‘Listen tome, all of you, andmarkmywords.

15There isnothingexternal toaperson,whichbygoing
into them can defile them; but the things that come out
of a person are the things that defile them.’

16 *
17 When Jesus went indoors, away from the crowd, his

disciples began questioning him about this saying.
18 ‘What, do even you understand so little?’ exclaimed

Jesus. ‘Don’t you see that there is nothing external to a
person, which by going into a person, can defile them,

19 because it does not pass into his heart, but into his
stomach, and is afterwards got rid of?’ – in saying this
Jesus pronounced all food clean.

20 ‘It is what comes out from a person,’ he added, ‘that
defiles them,

* 7:16 Some later manuscripts add: Let anyone with ears to hear, listen.
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21 for it is from within, out of the hearts of people,
that there comeevil thoughts – sexual immorality, theft,
murder, adultery,

22 greed, wickedness, deceit, indecency, envy, slander,
haughtiness, folly;

23 all these wicked things come from within, and do
defile a person.’

24 On leaving that place, Jesus went to the district of Tyre
and Sidon. He went into a house, and did not wish anyone to
know it, but could not escape notice.

25 For a woman, whose little daughter had a foul spirit in
her, heard of him immediately, and came and threw herself
at his feet –

26 the womanwas a foreigner, from Syrian Phoenicia – and
she begged him to drive the demon out of her daughter.

27 ‘Let the children be satisfied first,’ answered Jesus.
‘For it is not fair to take the children’s food, and throw
it to dogs.’

28 ‘Yes, Master,’ she replied. ‘Even the dogs under the table
do feed on the children’s crumbs.’

29 ‘For saying that,’ he answered, ‘you may go. The
demon has gone out of your daughter.’

30Thewomanwent home, and found the child lying on her
bed, and the demon gone.

31Onreturning from thedistrict of Tyre, Jesuswent, byway
of Sidon, to the Sea of Galilee, across the district of the Ten
Towns.

32 Some people brought to him a man who was deaf and
almost dumb, and theybegged Jesus toplacehis handonhim.

33 Jesus took him aside from the crowd quietly, put his
fingers into the man’s ears, and touched his tongue with
saliva.

34 Then, looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said to the
man, ‘Ephphatha!’ whichmeans “Be opened.”

35Theman’s earswere opened, the string of his tonguewas
freed, and he began to talk plainly.

36 Jesus insisted on their not telling anyone; but the more
he insisted, the more perseveringly theymade it known,

37and a profound impressionwasmade on the people. ‘He
has done everything well!’ they exclaimed. ‘He makes even
the deaf hear and the dumb speak!’

8
1 About that time, when there was again a great crowd of

people who had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to
him, and said,
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2 ‘My heart is moved at the sight of all these people,
for they have already been withme three days and they
have nothing to eat;

3 and if I send them away to their homes hungry, they
will break down on the way; and some of them have
come a long distance.’

4 ‘Where will it be possible,’ his disciples answered, ‘to get
sufficient bread for these people in this lonely place?’

5 ‘How many loaves have you?’ he asked. ‘Seven,’ they
answered.

6 Jesus told the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then
he took the seven loaves, and, after saying the thanksgiving,
broke them, and gave them to his disciples to serve out; and
they served them out to the crowd.

7 They had also a few small fish; and, after he had said the
blessing, he told the disciples to serve out these as well.

8The people had sufficient to eat, and they picked up seven
baskets full of the broken pieces that were left.

9 There were about four thousand people. Then Jesus
dismissed them.

10 Immediately afterwards, getting into the boat with his
disciples, Jesus went to the district of Dalmanutha.

11 Here the Pharisees came out, and began to argue with
Jesus, asking him for some sign from the heavens, to test him.

12 Sighing deeply, Jesus said, ‘Why does this generation
ask for a sign? I tell you, no sign will be given it.’

13 So he left them to themselves, and, getting into the boat
again, went away to the opposite shore.

14Now the disciples had forgotten to take any bread with
them, one loaf being all that they had in the boat.

15 So Jesus gave them this warning. ‘Take care,’ he said,
‘beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of
Herod.’

16 They began talking to one another about their being
short of bread;

17 and, noticing this, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you
talking about your being short of bread? Don’t you
yet see or understand? Are your minds still so slow of
comprehension?

18 Though you have eyes, do you not see? And though
you have ears, do you not hear? Don’t you remember,

19whenIbrokeupthefive loaves for thefivethousand,
howmany baskets of broken pieces you picked up?’
‘Twelve,’ they said.
20 ‘And when the seven for the four thousand, how

many basketfuls of broken pieces did you pick up?’
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‘Seven,’ they said.
21 ‘Don’t you understand now?’ he repeated.
22 They came to Bethsaida. There some people brought a

blindman to Jesus, and begged him to touch him.
23 Taking the blind man’s hand, Jesus led him to the out-

skirts of the village, and, whenhe had put saliva on theman’s
eyes, he placed his hands onhim, and asked him, ‘Doyou see
anything?’

24Theman lookedup, and said, ‘I see the people, for, as they
walk about, they look to me like trees.’

25 Then Jesus again placed his hands on the man’s eyes;
and the man saw clearly, his sight was restored, and he saw
everything with perfect distinctness.

26 Jesus sent him to his home, and said, ‘Do not go even
into the village.’

27Afterwards Jesus and his disciples went into the villages
round Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disci-
ples this question – ‘Who do people say that I am?’

28 ‘John the Baptist,’ they answered, ‘but others say Elijah,
while others say one of the prophets.’

29 ‘But you,’ he asked, ‘who do you say that I am?’ To this
Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ.’

30At which Jesus charged them not to say this about him to
anyone.

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must
undergomuch suffering, and that he must be rejected by the
elders, and the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law, and
be put to death, and rise again after three days.

32He said all this quite openly. But Peter took Jesus aside,
and began to rebuke him.

33 Jesus, however, turning round and seeing his disciples,
rebuked Peter. ‘Out of my sight, Satan!’ he exclaimed. ‘For
you look at things, not as God does, but as people do.’

34Calling the people and his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘If
anyone wishes to walk in my steps, they must renounce
self, take up their cross, and followme.

35Forwhoeverwishes to save their lifewill lose it, and
whoever, for my sake and for the sake of the good news,
will lose their life will save it.

36What good is it to a person to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life?

37 For what could a person give that is of equal value
with their life?

38Whoever is ashamed of me and of my teaching, in
this unfaithful and wicked generation, of them will the
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Son of Man be ashamed, when he comes in his Father’s
glory with the holy angels.’

9
1 ‘I tell you,’ he added, ‘that some of those who are

standing here will not know death until they have seen
the kingdom of God come in power.’

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John,
and led themup ahighmountain alone by themselves. There
his appearance was transformed before their eyes,

3 and his clothes became whiter than any launderer in the
whole world could bleach them.

4AndElijahappeared to them, in companywithMoses; and
they were talking with Jesus.

5 ‘Rabbi,’ said Peter, interposing, ‘it is good to be here; let
us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.’

6For he did not knowwhat to say, because theyweremuch
afraid.

7 Then a cloud came down and enveloped them; and from
the cloud there came a voice – ‘This is my dearly loved son;
listen to him.’

8And suddenly, on looking round, they saw that there was
now no one with them but Jesus alone.

9 As they were going down the mountainside, Jesus cau-
tioned themnot to relate what they had seen to anyone, until
after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

10 They seized on these words and discussed with one
another what this “rising from the dead”meant.

11 ‘How is it,’ they asked Jesus, ‘that our teachers of the Law
say that Elijah has to come first?’

12 ‘Elijah does indeed come first,’ answered Jesus, ‘and
re-establish everything; and does not scripture speak,
with regard to the Son of Man, of his undergoing much
suffering and being utterly despised?

13But I tell you that Elijah has come, and people have
treated him just as they pleased, as scripture says of
him.’

14When they came to the other disciples, they saw a great
crowd round them, and some teachers of the Law arguing
with them.

15 But, as soon as they saw Jesus, all the people, in great
astonishment, ran up and greeted him.

16 ‘What are youarguing aboutwith them?’ Jesus asked.
17 ‘Teacher,’ answered a man in the crowd, ‘I brought my

son to see you, as he has a spirit in him thatmakes himmute;



Mark 9:18 83 Mark 9:34

18 and, wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; he
foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth, and he is pining
away. I asked your disciples to drive the spirit out, but they
failed.’

19 ‘Faithless generation!’ exclaimed Jesus. ‘How long
must I be with you? How longmust I have patience with
you? Bring the boy tome.’

20They brought him to Jesus; but no sooner did the boy see
him than the spirit threwhim into convulsions; andhe fell on
the ground, and rolled about, foaming at themouth.

21 ‘How long has he been like this?’ Jesus asked the boy’s
father.

22 ‘From his childhood,’ he answered. ‘It has often thrown
him into fire and into water to put an end to his life; but, if
you can possibly do anything, take pity on us, and help us!’

23 ‘Why say “possibly”?’ Jesus replied. ‘Everything is
possible for one who has faith.’

24Theboy’s father immediately cried out, ‘I have faith; help
mywant of faith!’

25But, when Jesus saw that a crowdwas quickly collecting,
he rebuked the foul spirit, ‘Deaf anddumbspirit, it is Iwho
command you. Come out fromhim and never enter him
again.’

26 With a loud cry the spirit threw the boy into repeated
convulsions, and then came out from him. The boy looked
like a corpse, so that most of them said that he was dead.

27But Jesus took his hand, and lifted him; and he stood up.
28 When Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him

privately, ‘Why couldn’t we drive it out?’
29 ‘A spirit of this kind,’ he said, ‘can be driven out only

by prayer.’

30 Leaving that place, Jesus and his disciples went on their
way through Galilee; but he did not wish anyone to know it,

31 for he was instructing his disciples, and telling them –
‘The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of his
fellowmen, and theywill put him to death, but, whenhe
hasbeenput todeath,hewill riseagainafter threedays.’

32 But the disciples did not understand his meaning and
were afraid to question him.

33They came to Capernaum. When Jesus had gone into the
house, he asked them, ‘What were you discussing on the
way?’

34 But they were silent; for on the way they had been
arguing with one another which was the greatest.
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35Sittingdown, Jesus called theTwelveandsaid, ‘If anyone
wishes to be first, he must be last of all, and servant of
all.’

36Then Jesus took a little child, and placed it in the middle
of them. Taking it in his arms, he said to them,

37 ‘Anyone who, for the sake of my name, welcomes
even a little child like this is welcomingme, and anyone
who welcomes me is welcoming not me, but him who
sentme as hismessenger.’

38 ‘Teacher,’ said John, ‘we saw a man driving out demons
by using your name, andwe tried to prevent him, because he
did not follow us.’

39 ‘None of you must prevent the man,’ answered Jesus,
‘for no one will use my name in working a miracle, and
yet find it easy to speak evil ofme.

40Hewho is not against us is for us.
41 If anyone gives you a cup of water because you

belong to Christ, I tell you, he will assuredly not lose his
reward.

42 ‘And, if anyone puts temptation in the way of one of
these littleoneswhobelieve inme, itwouldbe farbetter
for him if he had been thrown into the sea with a great
millstone round his neck.

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It would
be better for you to enter life maimed, than to have
both your hands and go into Gehenna, into the fire that
cannot be put out.

44 *
45 If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It would be

better for you to enter life lame, than to have both your
feet and be thrown into Gehenna.

46 †
47 If your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It would be

better for you to enter thekingdomofGodwith only one
eye, than tohavebotheyes andbe thrown intoGehenna,

48where theirwormdoesnotdie, andthefire isnotput
out.

49For it is by fire that everyone will be salted.
50 Salt is good, but, if the salt should lose its saltiness,

what will you use to season it?
You must have salt in yourselves, and live at peace

with one another.’

10
The Journey to Jerusalem

* 9:44 Some later manuscripts add here or at verse 46: where their worm never
dies and the fire is never quenched. † 9:46 See the note on verse 44.
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1On leaving that place, Jesus went into the district of Judea
on the other side of the Jordan. Crowds gathered about him
again; and again, as usual, he began teaching them.

2Presently some Pharisees came up and, to test him, asked,
‘Has a husband the right to divorce his wife?’

3 ‘What direction didMoses give you?’ replied Jesus.
4 ‘Moses,’ they said, ‘permitted aman to draw up inwriting

a notice of separation and divorce his wife.’
5 ‘It was owing to the hardness of your hearts,’ said

Jesus, ‘that Moses gave you this direction;
6 but, at the beginning of the Creation, “God made

themmale and female.”
7 “For this reason a man will leave his father and

mother,
8 and the man and his wife will become one;” so that

they are no longer two, but one.
9What God himself, then, has yoked together no one

must separate.’
10When they were indoors, the disciples asked him again

about this,
11 and he said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife and mar-

riesanotherwomanisguiltyofadulteryagainsthiswife;
12 and, if the woman divorces her husband and mar-

ries anotherman, she is guilty of adultery.’
13Some of the people were bringing little children to Jesus,

for him to touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who
had brought them.

14When, however, Jesus saw this, he was indignant. ‘Let
the little children come to me,’ he said, ‘do not hinder
them; for it is to the childlike that the kingdom of God
belongs.

15 I tell you, unless a person receives the kingdom of
God like a child, they will not enter it at all.’

16 Then he embraced the children, and, placing his hands
on them, gave them his blessing.

17As Jesus was resuming his journey, a man came running
up to him, and threw himself on his knees before him. ‘Good
teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to gain eternal life?’

18 ‘Whydo you callme good?’ answered Jesus. ‘No one is
good but God.

19You know the commandments – “Do not kill. Do not
commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not say what is false
about others. Do not cheat. Honour your father and
yourmother.” ’

20 ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘I have observed all these from my
childhood.’
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21 Jesus looked at the man, and his heart went out to him,
andhe said, ‘There is still one thingwanting inyou; goand
sell all that you have, and give to the poor, and you will
have wealth in heaven; then come and followme.’

22 But the man’s face clouded at these words, and he went
away distressed, for he had great possessions.

23Then Jesus looked round, and said to his disciples, ‘How
hard it will be for people ofwealth to enter the kingdom
of God!’

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said
again, ‘My children, how hard a thing it is to enter the
kingdom of God!

25 It is easier for a camel to get through a needle’s eye,
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.’

26 ‘Then who can be saved?’ they exclaimed in the greatest
astonishment.

27 Jesus looked at them, and answered, ‘With people it is
impossible, but not with God; for everything is possible
with God.’

28 ‘But we,’ began Peter, ‘we left everything and have fol-
lowed you.’

29 ‘I tell you,’ said Jesus, ‘there is no one who has left
house, or brothers, or sisters, or mother, or father, or
children, or land, formy sake and for the good news,

30whowill not receive a hundred times asmuch, even
now in the present – houses, and brothers, and sisters,
and mothers, and children, and land, though not with-
out persecutions – and in the age that is coming, eternal
life.

31Butmanywhoarefirst nowwill thenbe last, and the
last will be first.’

32They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, with Jesus
walking in front of them. The disciples were filled with awe,
while those who were following behind were overwhelmed
with fear. Gathering the Twelve round him once more, Jesus
began to tell themwhat was about to happen to him.

33 ‘Listen!’ he said. ‘We are going up to Jerusalem; and
there the SonofManwill bebetrayed to the chief priests
and the teachers of the Law, and they will condemn him
to death, and they will give him up to the Gentiles,

34who will mock him, spit on him, and scourge him,
and put him to death; and after three days he will rise
again.’

35 James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, went to Jesus,
and said, ‘Teacher,wewant you todo for uswhateverweask.’
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36 ‘What do youwantme to do for you?’ he asked.
37 ‘Grant us this,’ they answered, ‘to sit, one on your right,

and the other on your left, when you come in glory.’
38 ‘You do not know what you are asking,’ Jesus said to

them. ‘Can you drink the cup that I am to drink? Or
receive the baptism that I am to receive?’

39 ‘Yes,’ they answered, ‘we can.’
‘Youwill indeed drink the cup that I am to drink,’ Jesus

said, ‘and receive the baptism that I am to receive,
40but as to a seat at my right or at my left – that is not

mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.’

41 On hearing of this, the ten others were at first very
indignant about James and John.

42But Jesus called the ten to him, and said, ‘Thosewho are
regardedas rulingamong theGentiles lord it over them,
as you know, and their greatmen oppress them.

43 But among you it is not so. No, whoever wants to
become great among youmust be your servant,

44andwhoeverwants to take thefirst placeamongyou
must be the servant of all;

45 for even the Son ofMan camenot to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom formany.’

46 They came to Jericho. When Jesus was going out of the
town with his disciples and a large crowd, Bartimaeus, the
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.

47Hearing that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to call
out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, take pity onme.’

48Many of the people kept telling him to be quiet; but the
man continued to call out all the louder, ‘Son of David, take
pity onme.’

49 Then Jesus stopped. ‘Call him,’ he said. So they called
the blindman. ‘Have courage!’ they exclaimed. ‘Get up; he is
calling you.’

50 The man threw off his cloak, sprang up, and came to
Jesus.

51 ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ said Jesus,
addressing him. ‘Rabboni,’ the blind man answered, ‘I want
to recover my sight.’

52 ‘You may go,’ Jesus said, ‘Your faith has delivered
you.’ Immediately he recovered his sight, and began to
follow Jesus along the road.

11
The Last Days
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1When they had almost reached Jerusalem, as far as Beth-
phage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent on
two of his disciples.

2 ‘Go to the village facing you,’ he said, ‘and, as soon as
you get there, youwill find a foal tethered, which no one
has ever ridden; untie it, and bring it.

3And, if anyone says to you “Why are you doing that?”,
say “TheMasterwants it, andwill be sure to send it back
here at once.” ’

4 The two disciples went, and, finding a foal tethered out-
side a door in the street, they untied it.

5Some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing,
untying the foal?’

6 And the two disciples answered as Jesus had told them;
and they allowed them to go.

7 Then they brought the foal to Jesus, and, when they had
laid their cloaks on it, he seated himself on it.

8Many of the people spread their cloaks on the road, while
some strewed boughs which they had cut from the fields;

9and thosewho led theway, as well as thosewho followed,
kept shouting, ‘God save him! Blessed is Hewho comes in the
name of the Lord!

10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! God
save him from on high!’

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem, and went into the Temple
Courts; and, after looking round at everything, as it was
already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

12 The next day, after they had left Bethany, Jesus became
hungry;

13 and, noticing a fig tree at a distance in leaf, he went to it
to see if by any chance he could find something on it; but, on
comingup to it, he foundnothingbut leaves, for itwasnot the
season for figs.

14 So, addressing the tree, he exclaimed, ‘May no one ever
again eat of your fruit!’ And his disciples heard what he
said.

15 They came to Jerusalem. Jesus went into the Temple
Courts, and began to drive out those who were buying and
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money chang-
ers, and the seats of the pigeon-dealers,

16andwould not allow anyone to carry anything across the
Temple Courts.

17 Then he began to teach. ‘Does not scripture say,’ he
asked, ‘ “My house will be called a house of prayer for all
the nations”? But you havemade it a den of robbers.’
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18Now the chief priests and the teachers of the Law heard
this and began to look for someway of putting Jesus to death;
for they were afraid of him, since all the people were greatly
impressed by his teaching.

19As soon as evening fell, Jesus and his disciples went out
of the city.

20As they passed by early in themorning, they noticed that
the fig tree was withered up from the roots.

21Then Peter recalledwhat had occurred. ‘Look, Rabbi,’ he
exclaimed, ‘the fig tree which you doomed is withered up!’

22 ‘Have faith in God!’ replied Jesus.
23 ‘I tell you that if anyone should say to this hill “Be

lifted up and hurled into the sea!”, without ever a doubt
in his mind, but in the faith that what he says will be
done, he would find that it would be.

24And therefore I say to you “Have faith thatwhatever
youask for inprayer isalreadygrantedyou, andyouwill
find that it will be.”

25 ‘And, whenever you stand up to pray, forgive any
grievance that you have against anyone, so that your
Father who is in heaven also may forgive you your of-
fences.’

26 *

27They came to Jerusalem again. While Jesus was walking
about in the Temple Courts, the chief priests, the teachers of
the Law, and the elders came up to him.

28 ‘What authority have you to do these things?’ they said.
‘Who gave you the authority to do them?’

29 ‘Iwill put onequestion to you,’ said Jesus. ‘Answerme
that, and then I will tell youwhat authority I have to act
as I do.

30 It is about John’s baptism. Was it of divine or human
origin? Answerme that.’

31They began arguing together. ‘If we say “divine,” he will
say “Why then didn’t you believe him?”

32Yet canwe say “human”?’ Theywere afraid of the people,
for everyone regarded John as undoubtedly a prophet.

33 So their answer to Jesus was – ‘We do not know.’
‘Then I,’ replied Jesus, ‘refuse to tell youwhat authority

I have to do these things.’

* 11:26 Some later manuscripts add: But if you do not forgive, neither will your
Father in heaven forgive your offences.
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12
1 Jesus began to speak to them in parables, ‘A man once

planted a vineyard, put a fence round it, dug a wine-
press, built a tower, and then let it out to tenants and
went abroad.

2At the proper time he sent a servant to the tenants,
to receive from thema share of theproduce of the grape
harvest;

3but they seizedhim, andbeat him, and sent himaway
empty-handed.

4A second time the owner sent a servant to them; this
man, too, the tenants struck on the head, and insulted.

5 He sent another, but him they killed; and so with
many others – some they beat and some they killed.

6He had still one son, who was very dear to him; and
him he sent to them last of all. “They will respect my
son,” he said.

7 But those tenants said to one another “Here is the
heir! Come, let us kill him, and his inheritance will be
ours.”

8 So they seized him, and killed him, and threw his
body outside the vineyard.

9Whatwill theownerof thevineyarddo? Hewill come
andput the tenants todeath, andhewill let thevineyard
to others.

10 ‘Have you never read this passage of scripture? –
“The stone which the builders despised has now itself
become the cornerstone;

11 this cornerstone has come from the Lord, and is
marvellous in our eyes.” ’

12After this his enemies were eager to arrest him, but they
were afraid of the crowd; for they saw that itwas at them that
he had aimed the parable. So they left him alone, and went
away.

13Afterwards they sent to Jesus some of the Pharisees and
Herodians, to set a trap for him in the course of conversation.

14Thesemen came to him and said, ‘Teacher, we know that
you are an honest man, and are not afraid of anyone, for you
pay no regard to a person’s position, but teach theway of God
honestly; arewe right in paying taxes to the Emperor, or not?

15 Should we pay, or should we not pay?’ Knowing their
hypocrisy, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you testing me?
Bringme a coin to look at.’

16And, when they had brought it, he asked, ‘Whose head
and title are these?’
‘The Emperor’s,’ they said;
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17and Jesus replied, ‘Pay to theEmperorwhatbelongs to
the Emperor, and to God what belongs to God.’ And they
were amazed at him.

18Next came some Sadducees – themenwhomaintain that
there is no resurrection. Their question was this –

19 ‘Teacher, in our scriptures Moses decreed that, should
a man’s brother die, leaving a widow but no child, the man
should take the widow as his wife, and raise up a family for
his brother.

20Therewere once seven brothers. The eldestmarried, but
died and left no family;

21 and the second married his widow, and died without
family; and so did the third.

22All the seven died and left no family. The woman herself
died last of all.

23 At the resurrection whose wife will she be, all seven
brothers having had her as their wife?’

24 ‘Is not the reason of your mistake,’ answered Jesus,
‘your ignorance of the scriptures and of the power of
God?

25When people rise from the dead, there is no marry-
ing or beingmarried; but they are as angels in heaven.

26 ‘As to the dead, and the fact that they rise, have you
never read in the book of Moses, in the passage about
theBush, howGod spoke to him saying – “I am theGodof
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”?

27He is not God of dead people, but of living. You are
greatlymistaken.’

28 Then came up one of the teachers of the Law who had
heard their discussions. Knowing that Jesus had answered
them wisely, he asked him this question, ‘Which command-
ment is themost important of all?’

29 ‘The most important,’ answered Jesus, ‘is – “Hear,
Israel; the Lord our God is the one Lord;

30 and you must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, andwithallyoursoul, andwithallyourmind, and
with all your strength.”

31Thesecond is this – “Youmust loveyourneighbouras
you love yourself.” There is no commandment greater
than these.’

32 ‘Wisely answered, teacher!’ exclaimed the teacher of the
Law. ‘It is true, as you say, that there is oneGod, and that there
is no other besides him;

33 and to love him with all one’s heart, and with all one’s
understanding, and with all one’s strength, and to love one’s
neighbour as one loves oneself is far beyond all burnt offer-
ings and sacrifices.’
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34 Seeing that he had answered with discernment, Jesus
said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’
After that no one ventured to question him further.
35While Jesuswas teaching in the Temple Courts, he asked,

‘How is it that the teachers of the Law say that the Christ
is to be David’s son?

36David said himself, speaking under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit – “The Lord said to my lord: Sit at my
right hand, until I put your enemies beneath your feet.”

37David himself calls him “lord,” how comes it, then,
that he is to be his son?’
Themass of the people listened to Jesus with delight.
38 In the course of his teaching, Jesus said, ‘See that you

are on your guard against the teachers of the Law, who
delight to walk about in long robes, and to be greeted in
the streets with respect,

39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues, and
places of honour at dinner.

40 They are the men who rob widows of their homes,
and make a pretence of saying long prayers. Their
sentence will be all the heavier.’

41 Then Jesus sat down opposite the chests for the Temple
offerings, andwatched how the people putmoney into them.
Many rich people were putting in large sums;

42 but one poor widow came and put in two small coins,
worth very little.

43 Then, calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘I tell you
that this poorwidow has put inmore than all the others
whowere puttingmoney into the chests;

44 for everyone else put in something from what he
had to spare, while she, in her need, put in all she had
– everything that she had to live on.’

13
1 As Jesus was walking out of the Temple Courts, one of

his disciples said to him, ‘Teacher, look what fine stones and
buildings these are!’

2 ‘Do you see these great buildings?’ asked Jesus. ‘Not a
single stone will be left here on another, which will not
be thrown down.’

3When Jesus had sat down on the Mount of Olives, facing
the Temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew questioned him
privately,

4 ‘Tell us when this will be, and what will be the sign when
all this is drawing to its close.’
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5Then Jesus began, ‘See that no one leads you astray.
6Many will take my name, and come saying “I am He”,

andwill leadmany astray.
7 ‘And,when youhear ofwars and rumours ofwars, do

not be alarmed; such things must occur; but the end is
not yet.

8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various
places; there will be famines. This will be but the begin-
ning of the birth-pangs.

9 ‘See to yourselves! They will betray you to courts of
law; andyouwillbe takentosynagoguesandbeaten; and
you will be brought up before governors and kings for
my sake, so that you can bear witness before them.

10But the good newsmust first be proclaimed to every
nation.

11 Whenever they betray you and hand you over for
trial, do not be anxious beforehand as to what you will
say, but say whatever is given you at the moment; for it
will not be youwho speak, but the Holy Spirit.

12Brotherwill betray brother to death, and the father
his child; and children will turn against their parents,
and cause them to be put to death;

13andyouwillbehatedbyeveryonebecauseofme. Yet
the personwho endures to the endwill be saved.

14 ‘As soon, however, as you see “the Foul Desecration”
standing where it ought not’ (the reader must consider
what thismeans) ‘then thoseof youwhoare in Judeamust
take refuge in themountains;

15and a person on the house-topmust not go down, or
go in to get anything out of their house:

16 nor must one who is on their farm turn back to get
their cloak.

17Andalas forpregnantwomen, and for thosewhoare
nursing infants in those days!

18Pray, too, that thismay not occur in winter.
19 For those days will be a time of distress, the like

of which has not occurred from the beginning of God’s
creation until now – and never will again.

20And, had not the Lord put a limit to those days, not a
single soul would escape; but, for the sake of God’s own
chosen people, he did limit them.

21 ‘And at that time if anyone should say to you “Look,
here is theChrist!” “Look, there he is!”, do not believe it;
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22 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and
display signs and marvels, to lead astray, were it possi-
ble, even God’s people.

23But see that you are on your guard! I have told you
all this beforehand.

24 ‘In thosedays, after that timeofdistress, the sunwill
be darkened, themoonwill not give her light,

25 the stars will be falling from the heavens, and the
forces that are in the heavens will be convulsed.

26 Then will be seen the Son of Man coming in clouds
with great power and glory;

27 and then he will send the angels, and gather his
people from the four winds, from one end of the world
to the other.

28 ‘Learn the lesson taughtby thefig tree. As soonas its
branches are full of sap, and it is bursting into leaf, you
know that summer is near.

29 And so may you, as soon as you see these things
happening, know that he is at your doors.

30 I tell you that even the present generation will not
pass away, until all these things have taken place.

31 The heavens and the earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

32 ‘But about that day, or the hour, no one knows – not
eventheangels inheaven,noteventheSon –butonly the
Father.

33 ‘See that you are on the watch; for you do not know
when the timewill be.

34 It is like a man going on a journey, who leaves his
home, puts his servants in charge – each having their
special duty – and orders the porter to watch.

35 Therefore watch, for you cannot be sure when the
Master of the house is coming –whether in the evening,
atmidnight, at daybreak, or in themorning –

36 otherwise he might come suddenly and find you
asleep.

37Andwhat I say to you I say to all –Watch!’

14
1 It was now two days before the Festival of the Passover

and the unleavened bread. The chief priests and the teachers
of the Lawwere looking for an opportunity to arrest Jesus by
stealth, and to put him to death;

2 for they said, ‘Not during the Festival, or the people may
riot.’
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3When Jesuswas still at Bethany, in the house of Simon the
leper, while he was sitting at the table, a woman came with
an alabaster jar of choice spikenard perfume of great value.
She broke the jar, and poured the perfume on his head.

4 Some of those who were present said to one another
indignantly, ‘Why has the perfume been wasted like this?

5This perfume could have been sold formore than a year’s
wages, and themoney given to the poor.’

6 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus, as they began to find fault
with her, ‘why are you troubling her? This is a beautiful
deed that she has done forme.

7 You always have the poor with you, and whenever
you wish you can do good to them; but you will not
always haveme.

8 She has done what she could; she has perfumed my
body beforehand formy burial.

9And I tell you,wherever, in thewholeworld, the good
news is proclaimed, what this woman has done will be
told inmemory of her.’

10After this, Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the
chief priests, to betray Jesus to them.

11Theywere glad tohearwhathe said, andpromised topay
him. So he began looking for a good opportunity to betray
Jesus.

12On the first day of the Festival of the unleavened bread,
when it was customary to kill the Passover lambs, his dis-
ciples said to Jesus, ‘Where do you wish us to go and make
preparations for your eating the Passover?’

13 Jesus sent forward two of his disciples and said to them,
‘Go into the city, and there a man carrying a pitcher of
water will meet you; follow him;

14 and, wherever he goes in, say to the owner of the
house “The teacher says –Where ismy roomwhere I am
to eat the Passover withmy disciples?”

15He will himself show you a large upstairs room, set
out ready; and theremake preparations for us.’

16 So the disciples set out and went into the city, and found
everything just as Jesus had told them; and they prepared the
Passover.

17 In the evening he went there with the Twelve,
18 and when they had taken their places and were eating,

Jesus said, ‘I tell you that one of you is going to betrayme
– onewho is eating withme.’

19 They were grieved at this, and began to say to him, one
after another, ‘Can it be I?’
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20 ‘It is one of you Twelve,’ said Jesus, ‘the one who is
dipping his bread besideme into the dish.

21 True, the Son of Man must go, as scripture says of
him, yet alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is
being betrayed! For that man it would be better never
to have been born!’

22While theywere eating, Jesus took somebread, and, after
saying the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said,
‘Take it; this is my body.’

23 Then he took a cup, and, after saying the thanksgiving,
gave it to them, and they all drank from it.

24 ‘This ismy covenant-blood,’ he said, ‘which is poured
out on behalf ofmany.

25 I tell you that I will never again drink of the fruit of
the vine, until that day when I will drink it new in the
kingdom of God.’

26 They then sang a hymn, and went out up the Mount of
Olives,

27 presently Jesus said to them, ‘All of you will fall away;
for scripture says – “Iwill strikedown the shepherd, and
the sheepwill be scattered.”

28 Yet, after I have risen, I will go before you into
Galilee.’

29 ‘Even if everyone else falls away,’ said Peter, ‘I will not.’
30 ‘I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘that you yourself today

– yes, this very night – before the cock crows twice, will
disownme three times.’

31But Peter vehemently protested, ‘Even if I must die with
you, I will never disown you!’ And they all said the same.

32 Presently they came to a garden known as Gethsemane,
and Jesus said to his disciples ‘Sit down here while I pray.’

33He took with him Peter, James, and John; and began to
show signs of great dismay and deep distress of mind.

34 ‘I am sad at heart,’ he said, ‘sad even to death; wait
here, andwatch.’

35Going on a little further, he threw himself on the ground,
and began to pray that, if it were possible, hemight be spared
that hour.

36 ‘Abba, Father,’ he said, ‘all things are possible to you;
takeaway this cup fromme; yet, notwhat Iwill, butwhat
youwill.’

37 Then he came and found the three apostles asleep. ‘Si-
mon,’he said to Peter, ‘areyouasleep? Couldn’t youwatch
for one hour?
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38Watchandpray,’he said to themall, ‘so that youmay
not fall into temptation. True, the spirit is willing, but
the flesh is weak.’

39Again he went away, and prayed in the samewords;
40 and coming back again he found them asleep, for their

eyes were heavy; and they did not knowwhat to say to him.
41 A third time he came, and said to them, ‘Sleep on

now, and rest yourselves. Enough! My time has come.
Look, the Son ofMan is being betrayed into the hands of
wicked people.

42Up, and let us be going. Look! Mybetrayer is close at
hand.’

43And just then,whilehewas still speaking, Judas,whowas
one of the Twelve, came up; andwith him a crowd of people,
with swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests, the teachers
of the Law, and the elders.

44Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them. ‘The
manwhomIkiss,’hehad said, ‘will be theone; arrest himand
take him away safely.’

45As soon as Judas came, he went up to Jesus at once, and
said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him.

46Then themen seized Jesus, and arrested him.
47One of those who were standing by drew his sword, and

struck at the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear.
48But Jesus spoke up, and said to themen, ‘Have you come

out, as if after a robber, with swords and clubs, to take
me?

49 I have been among you day after day in the Temple
Courts teaching, and yet you did not arrest me; but this
is in fulfilment of the scriptures.’

50And all the apostles deserted him and fled.
51One young man did indeed follow him, wrapped only in

a linen sheet. They tried to arrest him;
52but he left the sheet in their hands, and fled naked.

53 Then they took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief
priests, elders, and the teachers of the Law assembled.

54 Peter, who had followed Jesus at a distance into the
courtyard of the high priest, was sitting there among the
guards, warming himself at the blaze of the fire.

55 Meanwhile the chief priest and the whole of the High
Council were trying to get such evidence against Jesus as
wouldwarrant his being put to death, but they could not find
any;

56 for, though there were many who gave false evidence
against him, yet their evidence did not agree.
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57 Presently some men stood up, and gave this false evi-
dence against him –

58 ‘We ourselves heard him say “I will destroy this Temple
made with hands, and in three days build another made
without hands.” ’

59Yet not even on that point did their evidence agree.
60 Then the high priest stood forward, and questioned

Jesus. ‘Have you no answer to make?’ he asked. ‘What is this
evidence which these men are giving against you?’

61But Jesus remained silent, andmade no answer.
A second time the high priest questioned him. ‘Are you,’ he

asked, ‘the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?’
62 ‘I am,’ replied Jesus, ‘and you will all see the Son

of Man sitting on the right hand of the Almighty, and
coming in the clouds of heaven.’

63 At this the high priest tore his vestments. ‘Why do we
want anymore witnesses?’ he exclaimed.

64 ‘You heard his blasphemy? What is your verdict?’ They
all condemned him, declaring that he deserved death.

65 Some of those present began to spit at him, and to
blindfold his eyes, and strike him, saying, as they did so, ‘Now
play the prophet!’ and even the guards received him with
blows.

66While Peterwas in the courtyard down below, one of the
high priest’s maidservants came up;

67 and, seeing Peter warming himself, she looked closely
at him, and exclaimed, ‘Why, you were with Jesus, the
Nazarene!’

68 But Peter denied it. ‘I do not know or understand what
youmean,’ he replied. Then he went out into the porch;

69 and there the maidservant, on seeing him, began to say
again to the bystanders, ‘This is one of them!’

70But Peter again denied it.
Soon afterwards the bystanders again said to him, ‘You

certainly are one of them; why you are a Galilean!’
71But he said to them, ‘I swear that I do not know the man

you are talking about! May God punishme if I am lying!’
72 At that moment, for the second time, a cock crowed;

and Peter remembered the words that Jesus had said to him
– “Before a cock has crowed twice, you will disown me
three times”; and, as he thought of it, he began to weep.

15
1As soon as it was daylight, the chief priests, after holding

a consultation with elders and teachers of the Law – that is
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to say, the whole High Council – put Jesus in chains, and took
him away, and gave him up to Pilate.

2 ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ asked Pilate. ‘It is true,’
replied Jesus.

3 Then the chief priests brought a number of charges
against him.

4 So Pilate questioned Jesus again. ‘Have you no reply
to make?’ he asked. ‘Listen, how many charges they are
bringing against you.’

5But Jesus stillmadenoreplywhatever; atwhichPilatewas
astonished.

6 Now, at the feast, Pilate used to grant the people the
release of any one prisoner whom theymight ask for.

7AmancalledBarabbaswas inprison,with the rioterswho
had committedmurder during a riot.

8 So, when the crowd went up and began to ask Pilate to
follow his usual custom,

9he answered, ‘Do you want me to release the “king of the
Jews” for you?’

10For hewas aware that itwas out of jealousy that the chief
priests had given Jesus up to him.

11 But the chief priests incited the crowd to get Barabbas
released instead.

12 Pilate, however, spoke to them again, ‘What should I do
then with themanwhom you call the “king of the Jews”?’

13Again they shouted, ‘Crucify him!’
14 ‘Why, what harm has he done?’ Pilate kept saying to

them. But they shouted furiously, ‘Crucify him!’
15And Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barab-

bas to them, and, after scourging Jesus, gave him up to be
crucified.

16 The soldiers then took Jesus away into the courtyard –
that is the Government house – and they called the whole
garrison together.

17They dressed him in a purple robe, and, having twisted a
crown of thorns, put it on him,

18 and then began to salute him. ‘Long life to you, king of
the Jews!’ they said.

19 And they kept striking him on the head with a rod,
spitting at him, and bowing to the ground before him – going
down on their knees;

20 and, when they had left off mocking him, they took off
the purple robe, and put his own clothes on him.

21 They led Jesus out to crucify him; and they compelled a
passer-by, Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from
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the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with
them to carry his cross.

22 They brought Jesus to the place which was known as
Golgotha – a namewhichmeans “place of a Skull.”

23 There they offered him drugged wine; but Jesus refused
it.

24 Then they crucified him, and divided his clothes among
them, casting lots for them, to settle what each should take.

25 It was nine in themorning when they crucified him.
26Thewords of the charge against him, written up over his

head, read – “THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on the

right, and the other on the left.
28 *
29The passers-by railed at him, shaking their heads, as they

said, ‘Ah! You who would destroy the Temple and build one
in three days,

30 come down from the cross and save yourself!’
31 In the sameway the chief priests, with the teachers of the

Law, said to one another inmockery,
32 ‘He saved others, but he cannot save himself! Let the

Christ, the “king of Israel,” come down from the cross now so
that we can see it and believe.’ Even the men who had been
crucified with Jesus insulted him.

33 At midday, a darkness came over the whole country,
lasting until three in the afternoon.

34 And, at three, Jesus called out loudly, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabacthani?’ which means “My God, my God, why have
you forsakenme?”

35 Some of those standing round heard this, and said,
‘Listen! He is calling for Elijah!’

36And a man ran, and, soaking a sponge in common wine,
put it on the endof a rod, andoffered it to him todrink, saying
as he did so, ‘Wait and let us see if Elijah is coming to take him
down.’

37But Jesus, giving a loud cry, breathed his last.
38The Temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom.
39 The Roman officer, who was standing facing Jesus, on

seeing theway inwhich he breathedhis last, exclaimed, ‘This
manmust indeed have been God’s son!’

40There were somewomen also watching from a distance,
among them being Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of
James the Little and of Joseph, and Salome –
* 15:28 Some later manuscripts add: And the scripture was fulfilled that says,
“Hewas counted among outlaws.”



Mark 15:41 101 Mark 16:8

41 all of whom used to accompany Jesus when he was in
Galilee, and give him support – besides many other women
who had come upwith him to Jerusalem.

42 The evening had already fallen, when, as it was the
Preparation day – the day before the Sabbath –

43 Joseph from Arimathea, a councillor of good position,
whowas himself living in expectation of the kingdomof God,
came and ventured to go in to see Pilate, and to ask for the
body of Jesus.

44But Pilatewas surprised to hear that hehad alreadydied.
So he sent for the officer, and asked if he were already dead;

45 and, on learning from the officer that it was so, he gave
the corpse to Joseph.

46 Joseph, having bought a linen sheet, took Jesus down,
and wound the sheet round him, and laid him in a tomb
which had been cut out of the rock; and then rolled a stone
up against the entrance of the tomb.

47Mary of Magdala and Mary, the mother of Joseph, were
watching to see where he was laid.

16
The Risen Life Announced

1When the Sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the
motherof James, andSalomebought somespices, so that they
might go and anoint the body of Jesus.

2 Very early on the first day of the week they went to the
tomb, after sunrise.

3They were saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the
stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?’

4 But, on looking up, they saw that the stone had already
been rolled back; it was a very large one.

5Going into the tomb, they sawayoungmansittingon their
right, in awhite robe, and theywere dismayed; but he said to
them,

6 ‘Do not be dismayed; you are looking for Jesus, the
Nazarene, who has been crucified; he has risen, he is not
here! Look! Here is the place where they laid him.

7 But go, and say to his disciples and to Peter “He is going
before you into Galilee; there you will see him, as he told
you.” ’

8 They went out, and fled from the tomb, for they were
trembling and bewildered; and they did not say a word to
anyone, for they were frightened.

A late appendix
(Inserted in somemanuscripts from an ancient source)
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9 After his rising again, early on the first day of the week,
Jesus appeared first of all toMary ofMagdala, fromwhomhe
had driven out seven demons.

10 She went and told the news to those who had been with
him andwhowere now in sorrow and tears;

11yet even they,when they heard that hewas alive andhad
been seen by her, did not believe it.

12 Afterwards, altered in appearance, he made himself
known to two of them, as they were walking, on their way
into the country.

13They also went and told the rest, but they did not believe
even them.

14 Later on, he made himself known to the Eleven them-
selvesas theywereat ameal, andreproached themwith their
want of faith and their stubbornness, because they did not
believe those who had seen him after he had risen from the
dead.

15 Then he said to them, ‘Go into all the world, and
proclaim the good news to all creation.

16Hewhobelieves and is baptisedwill be saved; but he
who refuses to believe will be condemned.

17Moreover these signs will attend those who believe.
In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak
in new languages;

18 they will take up snakes in their hands; and, if they
drink any poison, it will not hurt them; they will place
their hands on sick people and they will recover.’

19So the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them,was taken
up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God.

20But they setout, andmade theproclamationeverywhere,
the Lord working with them, and confirming themessage by
the signs which attended it.

Another appendix
But all that hadbeen revealed to themthey reportedbriefly

to Peter and his companions. Afterwards Jesus himself sent
out through them, from east to west, the sacred and imper-
ishable proclamation of eternal salvation.
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The
Good News According to

Luke
Dedication

1To his Excellency, Theophilus.
Many attempts have been already made to draw up an

account of those eventswhich have reached their conclusion
among us,

2 just as they were reported to us by those who from
the beginning were eye-witnesses, and afterwards became
bearers of themessage.

3 And, therefore, I also, since I have investigated all these
events with great care from their very beginning, have re-
solved to write a connected history of them for you,

4 in order that you may be able to satisfy yourself of the
accuracy of the story which you have heard from the lips of
others.

Birth, Parentage, Infancy and Boyhood
5 In the reign of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest

named Zechariah, who belonged to the division called after
Abijah. His wife, whose name was Elizabeth, was also a
descendant of Aaron.

6 They were both righteous people, who lived blameless
lives, guiding their steps by all the commandments and or-
dinances of the Lord.

7But they hadno child, Elizabeth being barren; and both of
themwere advanced in years.

8One day, when Zechariah was officiating as priest before
God, during the turn of his division,

9 it fell to him by lot, in accordance with the practice
among the priests, to go into the Temple of the Lord and burn
incense;

10 and, as it was the Hour of Incense, the people were all
praying outside.

11 And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on
the right of the Altar of Incense.

12Zechariah was startled at the sight and was awe-struck.
13 But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah;

your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, whom youwill call by the name John.

14Hewill be toyoua joyandadelight; andmanywill rejoice
over his birth.
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15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; he will not
drink any wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit from the very hour of his birth,

16andwill reconcilemany of the Israelites to the Lord their
God.

17Hewill go before him in the spirit and with the power of
Elijah, to reconcile fathers to their children and the disobedi-
ent to thewisdomof the righteous, and somake ready for the
Lord a people prepared for him.’

18 ‘How can I be sure of this?’ Zechariah asked the angel.
‘For I am an oldman andmywife is advanced in years.’

19 ‘I am Gabriel,’ the angel answered, ‘who stands in the
presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to
bring you this good news.

20And now you will be silent and unable to speak until the
day when this takes place, because you did not believe what
I said, thoughmywords will be fulfilled in due course.’

21 Meanwhile the people were watching for Zechariah,
wondering at his remaining so long in the Temple.

22When he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and
they perceived that he had seen a vision there. But Zechariah
kept making signs to them, and remained dumb.

23 And, as soon as his term of service was finished, he
returned home.

24After this his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and lived
in seclusion for fivemonths.

25 ‘The Lord has done this for me,’ she said, ‘he has shown
me kindness and taken away the public disgrace of childless-
ness under which I have been living.’

26 Six months later the angel Gabriel was sent from God to
a town in Galilee called Nazareth,

27 to a maiden there who was engaged to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David. Her namewasMary.

28Gabriel came into her presence and greeted her, saying,
‘You have been shown great favour – the Lord is with you.’

29Marywasmuchdisturbedat hiswords, andwaswonder-
ing to herself what such a greeting couldmean,

30when the angel spoke again, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favour with God.

31And now, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and
youwill give him the name Jesus.

32 The child will be great and will be called “Son of the
Most High,” and the Lord God will give him the throne of his
ancestor David,
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33and he will reign over the descendants of Jacob for ever;
And to his kingdom there will be no end.’

34 ‘How can this be?’ Mary asked the angel. ‘For I have no
husband.’

35 ‘TheHolySpiritwill descendonyou,’answered theangel,
‘and the Power of the Most High will overshadow you; and
therefore the child will be called “holy,” and “Son of God.”

36AndElizabeth, yourcousin, isherself alsoexpectinga son
in her old age; and it is now the sixthmonthwith her, though
she is called barren;

37 for no promise from Godwill fail to be fulfilled.’
38 ‘I am the servant of the Lord,’ exclaimed Mary. ‘Let it be

withme as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.
39 Soon after this Mary set out, and made her way quickly

into the hill-country, to a town in Judah;
40 and there she went into Zechariah’s house and greeted

Elizabeth.
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child moved

within her, and Elizabeth herself was filled with the Holy
Spirit,

42 and cried aloud, ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is your unborn child!

43 But how have I this honour, that the mother of my Lord
should come tome?

44 For, as soon as your greeting reached my ears, the child
moved withinmewith delight!

45Happy indeed is shewhobelieved that thepromisewhich
she received from the Lord would be fulfilled.’

46AndMary said:
‘My soul exalts the Lord,

47andmy spirit delights in Godmy Saviour,
48 for he has looked with favour on his humble servant girl.

From now on all generations will call me blessed!

49 ‘For the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

50He hasmercy on those who revere him
in every generation.

51 ‘Mighty are the deeds of his arm!
He has scattered the self-satisfied proud,

52he has cast down themighty from their thrones,
and he uplifts the humble,

53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
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54 ‘He has stretched out his hand to his servant Israel,
ever mindful of his mercy,

55as he promised to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his descendants for ever.’

56Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months, and then
returned to her home.
57When Elizabeth’s time came, she gave birth to a son;
58 and her neighbours and relatives, hearing of the great
goodness of the Lord to her, came to share her joy.
59 A week later they met to circumcise the child, and were
about to call him Zechariah after his father,
60when his mother spoke up, ‘No, he is to be called John.’

61 ‘You have no relation of that name!’ they exclaimed;
62and theymade signs to the child’s father, to find outwhat

he wished the child to be called.
63 Asking for a writing tablet, he wrote the words – “His

name is John.” Everyone was surprised
64 and immediately Zechariah recovered his voice and the

use of his tongue, and began to bless God.
65 All their neighbours were awe-struck at this, and

throughout the hill-country of Judea the whole story was
much talked about.

66 All who heard it kept it in mind, asking one another –
‘What can this child be destined to become?’ For the Power
of the Lord was with him.

67Then his father Zechariahwas filledwith theHoly Spirit,
and, speaking under inspiration, said:
68 ‘Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel,

who has visited his people and wrought their deliver-
ance,

69and has raised up for us the strength of our salvation
in the house of his servant David –

70as he promised by the lips of his holy prophets of old –
71 salvation from our enemies and from the hands of all
who hate us,

72 showingmercy to our ancestors,
andmindful of his sacred covenant.

73Thiswas the oathwhichhe swore to our ancestorAbraham
–

74 that we should be rescued from the hands of our
enemies,

75 and should serve him without fear in holiness and righ-
teousness,

in his presence all our days.
76And you, child, will be called prophet of the Most High,

for you will go before the Lord to make ready his way,
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation

through the forgiveness of their sins,
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78 through the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the dawnwill break on us from heaven,

79 to give light to those who live in darkness and the shadow
of death,

and guide our feet into the way of peace.’
80The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he lived in
thewildsuntil the timecameforhisappearancebefore Israel.

2
1 About that time an edict was issued by the Emperor

Augustus that a census should be taken of the whole Empire.
2 (This was the first census taken while Quirinius was

Governor of Syria).
3And everyone went to his own town to be registered.
4Among others Josephwent up from the town of Nazareth

inGalilee to Bethlehem, the townofDavid, in Judea –because
he belonged to the family and house of David –

5 to be registered with Mary, his engaged wife, who was
about to become amother.

6While they were there her time came,
7 and she gave birth to her first child, a son. And because

there was no room for them in the inn, she swathed him
round and laid him in amanger.

8 In that same countryside were shepherds out in the open
fields, watching their flocks that night,

9when an angel of the Lord suddenly stood by them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were
seized with fear.

10 ‘Have no fear,’ the angel said. ‘For I bring you good news
of a great joy in store for all the nation.

11This day therehas beenborn to you, in the townofDavid,
a Saviour, who is Christ and Lord.

12And this will be the sign for you. You will find the infant
swathed, and lying in amanger.’

13 Then suddenly there appeared with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly Host, praising God, and singing –
14 ‘glory to God on high,

and on earth peace among those in whom he finds plea-
sure.’

15 Now, when the angels had left them and gone back to
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go at once
to Bethlehem, and see this thing that has happened, of which
the Lord has told us.’
16 So they went quickly, and found Mary and Joseph, and the
infant lying in amanger;
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17and, when they saw it, they told of all that had been said to
them about this child.
18Allwhoheard the shepherdswereastonishedat their story,
19while Mary treasured in her heart all that they said, and
thought about it often.
20 And the shepherds went back, giving glory and praise to
God for all that they had heard and seen. It had all happened
as they had been told.

21Eight days after the birth of the child, when itwas time to
circumcise him, he received the name Jesus – the name given
him by the angel before his conception.

22 When the period of purification of mother and child,
required by the Law of Moses, came to an end, his parents
took the child up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord,

23 in compliance with the Law of the Lord that every first-
bornmale will be dedicated to the Lord,

24 and also to offer the sacrifice required by the Law of the
Lord – a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.

25 There was at that time in Jerusalem a man named
Simeon, a righteous and devout man, who lived in constant
expectation of Israel’s consulation, and under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
should not die until he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27Movedby theSpirit, Simeoncame into theTempleCourts,
and, when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
himwhat was customary under the Law,

28 Simeon himself took the child in his arms, and blessed
God, and said:
29 ‘Now, Lord, you will let your servant go,

according to your word, in peace,
30 for my eyes have seen the salvation

31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations –
32a light to bring light to the Gentiles,

and to be the glory of your people Israel.’
33While the child’s father and mother were wondering at

what was said about him,
34 Simeon gave them his blessing, and said to Mary, the

child’s mother, ‘This child is appointed to be the cause of the
fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign much spoken
against –

35 Yes, the sword will pierce your own heart – and so the
thoughts in manyminds will be disclosed.’
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36 There was also a prophet named Hannah, a daughter of
Phanuel and of the tribe of Asher. She was far advanced in
years, having lived with her husband for seven years after
marriage,

37 and then a widow, until she had reached the age of
eighty-four. Shenever left the Temple Courts, but, fasting and
praying, worshiped God night and day.

38At thatmoment she cameup, andbeganpublicly to thank
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for
the deliverance of Jerusalem.

39When the child’s parents had done everything required
by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own
town of Nazareth.

40 The child grew and became strong and wise, and the
blessing of God was on him.

41Every year the child’s parents used to go to Jerusalem at
the Passover Festival.

42When Jesuswas twelve years old, theywent according to
custom to Jerusalem,

43 and had finished their visit; but, when they started to
return, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, without
their knowing it.

44 Thinking that he was with their fellow travellers, they
went oneday’s journeybefore searching forhimamong their
relatives and acquaintances;

45 and then, as they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, searching everywhere for him.

46 It was not until the third day that they found him in the
Temple Courts, sitting among the teachers, now listening to
them, now asking them questions.

47All who listened to himmarvelled at his intelligence and
his answers.

48 His parents were amazed when they saw him, and his
mother said to him, ‘My child, why have you treated us like
this? Your father and I have been searching for you in great
distress.’

49 ‘Whatmade you search forme?’ he answered. ‘Didn’t
you know that Imust be inmy Father’s house?’

50His parents did not understand what hemeant.
51 However he went down with them to Nazareth, and

submitted himself to their control; and his mother treasured
all that was said in her heart.

52 And Jesus grew in wisdom as he grew in years, and
gained the blessing of God and people.
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3
The Preparation

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of the Emperor Tiberius,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod ruler of
Galilee, his brother Philip ruler of the territory comprising
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,

2 and when Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, a com-
mand from God came to John, the son of Zechariah, while he
was in the wilderness.

3 And John went through the whole district of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance, for the forgiveness of
sins.

4Thiswas in fulfilment ofwhat is said in thewritings of the
prophet Isaiah –
“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness:
‘Make ready the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
5Every chasmwill be filled,

everymountain and hill will be levelled.
The winding ways will be straightened,

the rough roads made smooth,
6and everyone will see the salvation of God.’ ”

7 And John said to the crowds that went to be baptised by
him, ‘You children of snakes! Who has prompted you to seek
refuge from the coming judgment?
8 Let your lives, then, prove your repentance; and do not
begin to say among yourselves “Abraham is our ancestor,”
for I tell you that out of these stones God is able to raise
descendants for Abraham!
9 Already, indeed, the axe is lying at the root of the trees.
Therefore every tree that fails to bear good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the fire.’

10 ‘What are we to do then?’ the people asked.
11 ‘Let anyone who has two coats,’ answered John, ‘share

with the person who has none; and anyone who has food do
the same.’

12Even tax collectors came to be baptised, and said to John,
‘Teacher, what are we to do?’

13 ‘Donot collectmore than you have authority to demand,’
John answered.

14Andwhen some soldiers on active service asked ‘Andwe
– what are we to do?’ he said, ‘Never use violence, or exact
anything by false accusation; and be content with your pay.’

15 Then, while the people were in suspense, and were all
debating with themselves whether John could be the Christ,
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16 John, addressing them all, said, ‘I, indeed, baptise you
with water; but there is coming one more powerful than I,
and I am not fit even to unfasten his sandals. He will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

17Hiswinnowing-fan is in his hand so that hemay clear his
threshing-floor, and store the grain in his barn, but the chaff
he will burn with a fire that cannot be put out.’

18 And so with many different appeals John told his good
news to the people.

19But when John rebuked Herod the ruler, for Herodia his
brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that he had done,

20Herod crowned them all by shutting John up in prison.

21Now after the baptism of all the people, and when Jesus
had been baptised andwas still praying, the heavens opened,

22 and the Holy Spirit came down on him in the form of a
dove, and from theheavens cameavoice – ‘Youaremydearly
loved son; you bringme great joy.’

23When beginning his work, Jesus was about thirty years
old. He was regarded as the son of Joseph, whose ancestors
were –
Eli,
24Mattith, Levi, Melchiah, Janna, Joseph,
25Mattithiah, Amos, Nahum, Azaliah, Nogah,
26Mattith, Mattithiah, Shimei, Joseph, Josheh,
27 Johanan, Rhesa, Zerubbabel, Salathiel, Neriah,
28Melchiah, Addi, Cosam, Elmodam, Er,
29 Joshua, Eliezer, Joram, Mattith, Levi,
30 Simeon, Judah, Joseph, Jonam, Eliakim,
31Meleah, Menan, Mattithiah, Nathan, David,
32 Jesse, Obed, Boaz, Salah, Nahshon,
33Aminadab, Arni, Hezron, Perez, Judah,
34 Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, Terah, Nahor,
35 Serug, Reu, Peleg, Eber, Shelah,
36Kenan, Arpachshad, Shem, Noah, Lamech,
37Methuselah, Enoch, Jared, Mahalalel, Kenan,
38Enosh, Seth, son of Adam, and Adam, son of God.

4
1On returning from the Jordan, full of theHoly Spirit, Jesus

was led by the power of the Spirit through thewilderness for
forty days, tempted by the devil.

2 All that time he ate nothing; and, when it was over, he
became hungry.

3So thedevil said tohim, ‘If youareGod’s Son, tell this stone
to become a loaf of bread.’
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4And Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says – “It is not on
bread alone that a person is to live.” ’

5 And the devil led Jesus up, and showing him in a single
moment all the kingdoms of the earth, said to him,

6 ‘I will give you all this power, and the splendour of them;
for it has been given into my hands and I give it to whom I
wish.

7 If you worshipme, it will all be yours.’
8And Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says – “You should

worship the Lord your God, andworship him only.” ’
9Thedevil next ledhim into Jerusalem, and, placinghimon

the parapet of the Temple, said, ‘If you are God’s Son throw
yourself down from here,

10 for scripture says – “He will give his angels commands
about you, to guard you safely,”

11And “On their hands they will lift you up, otherwise you
might strike your foot against a stone.” ’

12 But Jesus answered him, ‘It is said – “You must not
tempt the Lord your God.” ’

13Whenhehad triedeverykindof temptation, thedevil left
Jesus, until another opportunity.

TheWork in Galilee
14 Moved by the power of the Spirit, Jesus returned to

Galilee. Reports about him spread through all that region;
15 and he began to teach in their synagogues, and was

honoured by everyone.

16 Coming to Nazareth, where he had been brought up,
Jesus, as was his custom, went on the Sabbath into the syn-
agogue, and stood up to read the scriptures.

17He was given the book of the prophet Isaiah; and Jesus
opened the book and found the place where it says –

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is onme,
for he has consecrated me to bring good news to the

poor,
he has sent me to proclaim release to captives and

restoration of sight to the blind,
to set the oppressed at liberty,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
20Then, closing the book and returning it to the attendant, he
sat down. The eyes of all in the synagoguewere fixed on him,
21and Jesus began,
‘This very day this passage has been fulfilled in your

hearing.’
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22 All who were present spoke well of him, and were
astonished at the beautiful words that fell from his lips. ‘Isn’t
this Joseph’s son?’ they asked.

23 ‘Doubtless,’ said Jesus, ‘you will remind me of the
saying – “Doctor, cure yourself;” and you will say “Do
here inyourowncountryall thatwehaveheard thathas
been done at Capernaum.”

24I tellyou,’hecontinued, ‘thatnoprophet isacceptable
in his own country.

25 There were, doubtless, many widows in Israel in
Elijah’s days, when the heavens were closed for three
years and six months, and a severe famine prevailed
throughout the country;

26andyet itwasnot tooneof themthatElijahwas sent,
but to a widow at Zarephath in Sidonia.

27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of
the prophet Elisha, yet it was not one of them who was
made clean, but Naaman the Syrian.’

28All the people in the synagogue, as they listened to this,
became enraged.

29Starting up, they drove Jesus out of the town, and led him
to the browof the hill onwhich their town stood, intending to
hurl him down.

30But he passed through themiddle of the crowd andwent
on his way.

31 Then Jesus went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee.
On the Sabbath he taught the people.

32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his words
were spoken with authority.

33 In the synagogue therewas amanwith the spirit of a foul
demon in him, who called out loudly,

34 ‘Stop! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I knowwho you are – the Holy
One of God!’

35 But Jesus rebuked the demon. ‘Be silent! Come out
from him,’ he said. The demon flung the man down in the
middle of the people, and then came out from him, without
causing him further harm.

36 And they were all lost in amazement, and kept saying
to one another, ‘What words are these? For he gives his
commands to the foul spirits with a marvellous authority,
and they come out.’

37 And rumours about Jesus traveled through every place
in the region.
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38On leaving the synagogue, Jesuswent into Simon’shouse.
Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a severe
attack of fever, and they asked Jesus to cure her.

39Bending over her, he rebuked the fever; the fever left her,
and she immediately got up and began to take care of them.

40 At sunset, all who had friends suffering from various
diseases took them to Jesus; and he placed his hands on
everyone of them and cured them.

41And even demons came out from many people, scream-
ing “You are the Son of God.” Jesus rebuked them, andwould
not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the
Christ.

42At daybreak, Jesus went out and walked to a lonely spot.
But crowds of people began to look for him; and they came to
where hewas and tried to detain himandprevent his leaving
them.

43 Jesus, however, said to them, ‘Imust take thegoodnews
of the kingdom of God to the other towns too, for that
was why I was sent.’

44And he continued to make his proclamation in the syna-
gogues of Judea.

5
1Once, when the people were pressing round Jesus as they

listened to God’s message, he happened to be standing by the
shore of the Lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats close to
the shore.

2The fishermenhad gone away from themandwerewash-
ing the nets.

3So, getting into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon,
Jesus asked him to push off a little way from the shore, and
then sat down and taught the people from the boat.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Push
off into deepwater, and throw out your nets for a haul.’

5 ‘We have been hard at work all night, Sir,’ answered
Simon, ‘and have not caught anything, but, at your bidding,
I will throw out the nets.’

6 They did so, and enclosed such a great shoal of fish that
their nets began to break.

7 So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to
come and help them; and they came and filled both the boats
so full of fish that they were almost sinking.

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he threw himself down at
Jesus’ knees, exclaiming, ‘Master, leave me, for I am a sinful
man!’
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9For he andallwhowerewith himwere lost in amazement
at the haul of fish which they hadmade;

10 and so, too, were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who
were Simon’s partners. ‘Do not be afraid,’ Jesus said to
Simon, ‘from today youwill catch people.’

11 And, when they had brought their boats to shore, they
left everything, and followed him.

12 On one occasion Jesus was staying in a town, when he
saw a man who was covered with leprosy. When the leper
saw Jesus, he threw himself on his face and implored his
help, ‘Master, if only you arewilling, you are able tomakeme
clean.’

13 Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched him, saying as he
did so, ‘I amwilling; become clean.’
Instantly the leprosy left the man;
14and then Jesus impressed on him that hewas not to say a

word to anyone, ‘but,’ he added, ‘set out and showyourself
to the priest, andmake the offerings for your cleansing,
in the manner directed by Moses, as evidence of your
cure.’

15However, the story about Jesus spread all the more, and
great crowds came together to listen to him, and to be cured
of their illnesses;

16but Jesus used to withdraw to lonely places and pray.
17 On one of those days, when Jesus was teaching, some

Pharisees and Doctors of the Lawwere sitting near by. (They
had come from all the villages in Galilee and Judea, and from
Jerusalem; and the power of the Lordwas on Jesus, so that he
could work cures.)

18 And there some men brought on a bed a man who was
paralysed. They tried to get him in and lay him before Jesus;

19but, finding noway of getting him in owing to the crowd,
they went up on the roof and lowered him through the tiles,
with his pallet, into the middle of the people and in front of
Jesus.

20When he saw their faith, Jesus said, ‘Friend, your sins
have been forgiven you.’

21 The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees began de-
bating about this. ‘Who is this man who speaks so blasphe-
mously?’ they asked. ‘Who can forgive sins except God?’

22When Jesus becameawareof theway inwhich theywere
debating, he turned to them and exclaimed, ‘What are you
debating with yourselves?

23Which is the easier? – to say “Your sins have been
forgiven you”? Or to say “Get up, andwalk”?
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24 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
power on earth to forgive sins’ – he spoke to the paralysed
man – ‘To you I say, Get up, and take up your pallet, and
go to your home.’

25 Instantly the man stood up before their eyes, took up
what he had been lying on, and went to his home, praising
God.

26 The people, one and all, were lost in amazement, and
praised God; and in great awe they said, ‘We have seen
marvellous things today!’

27After this, Jesus went out; and he noticed a tax-gatherer,
named Levi, sitting in the tax office, and said to him, ‘Follow
me.’

28Levi left everything and got up and followed him.
29And Levi gave a great banquet at his house, in honour of

Jesus; and a large number of tax collectors and others were
having dinner with them.

30 The Pharisees and the teachers of the Law belonging to
their party complained of this to the disciples of Jesus.

31 In answer Jesus said, ‘It is not those who are well who
need a doctor, but those who are ill.

32 I have not come to call the religious, but the outcast,
to repent.’

33 ‘John’s disciples,’ they said to Jesus, ‘Often fast and say
prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, while yours
are eating and drinking!’

34 But Jesus answered them, ‘Can you make the groom’s
friends fast while the groom is with them?

35But the days will come – a time when the groomwill
be taken away from them; and they will fast then, when
those days come.’

36 Then, as an illustration, Jesus said to them, ‘No one
ever tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an
old one; for, if they do, they will not only tear the new
garment, but the piece from the new one will not match
the old.

37And no one puts newwine into old wine-skins; for, if
they do, the new wine will burst the skins, and the wine
itself will run out, and the skins be lost.

38But newwinemust be put into fresh skins.
39Noone after drinking oldwinewishes for new. “No,”

they say, “the old is excellent.” ’

6
1 One Sabbath Jesus was walking through cornfields, and
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his disciples were picking the ears of wheat, and rubbing
them in their hands, and eating them.

2 ‘Why are you doing what it is not allowable to do on the
Sabbath?’ asked some of the Pharisees.

3 Jesus’ answer was, ‘Haven’t you read even of what
David did, when he was hungry, he and his companions
–

4 That he went into the house of God, and took the
consecrated bread and ate it, and gave some to his com-
panions, though only the priests are allowed to eat it?’

5 Then Jesus added, ‘The Son of Man is lord even of the
Sabbath.’

6 On another Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and
taught; and there was a man there whose right hand was
withered.

7The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees watched Jesus
closely, to see if he would work cures on the Sabbath, so that
theymight find a charge to bring against him.

8 Jesus, however, knew what was in their minds, and said
to the man whose hand was withered, ‘Stand up and come
out into themiddle.’ Theman stood up,

9 and Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, is it allowable to do
good on the Sabbath – or harm? To save a life, or let it
perish?’

10 Then, looking round at them all, he said to the man,
‘Stretch out your hand.’ The man did so; and his hand had
become sound.

11But the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees were mad
with rage, andconsulted togetherwhat they coulddo to Jesus.

12Now about that time, Jesus went out, up the hill, to pray,
and spent the whole night in prayer to God.

13When day came, he summoned his disciples, and chose
twelve of them, whom he also named “apostles.”

14TheywereSimon (whomJesusalsonamedPeter), andhis
brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew,

15Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon known
as the Zealot,

16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who proved a
traitor.

17Afterwards Jesus came down the hill with them and took
his stand on a level place. With him were a large crowd of
his disciples, and great numbers of people from the whole of
Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast district of Tyre and Sidon,

18who had come to hear him and to be restored to health.
Those, too, who were troubled with foul spirits were cured;

19 and everyone in the crowd was trying to touch him,
because a powerwent out fromhimwhich restored themall.
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20 Then, raising his eyes and looking at his disciples, Jesus
said:
‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom

of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be

satisfied.
Blessed are youwhoweep now, for youwill laugh.
22Blessed are youwhen people hate you,

andwhen they expel you from among them,
and insult you,
and reject your name as an evil thing –

because of the Son ofMan.
23Then indeed youmay be glad and dance for joy, for be

sure that your reward in heaven will be great; for
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

24But
alas for youwho are rich,

for you have had your comforts in full.
25Alas for youwho are sated now,

for youwill hunger.
Alas for youwho laugh now,

for youwill mourn andweep.
26Alas for youwhen everyone speaks well of you;

for this is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets.

27 But to you who hear I say – love your enemies, show
kindness to those who hate you,

28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who insult
you.
29When someone gives one of you a blow on the cheek,
offer the other cheek as well; and, when anyone takes
away your cloak, do not keep back your coat either.
30Give to everyone who asks of you; and, when anyone
takes awaywhat is yours, do not demand its return.
31Do to others as youwish them to do to you.
32 If you love only those who love you, what thanks will

be due to you? Why, even the outcast love those
who love them!

33 For, if you show kindness only to those who show
kindness to you, what thanks will be due to you? Even
the outcast do that!
34 If you lend only to those fromwhom you expect to get
something, what thanks will be due to you? Even the
outcast lend to theoutcast in thehopeof gettingasmuch
in return!
35But love your enemies, and show them kindness, and
lend to them, never despairing. Then your reward will
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be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is
kind to the thankless and the bad.
36Learn to bemerciful – even as your Father ismerciful.
37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
youwill be forgiven.
38Give, andotherswill give to you. A generousmeasure,
pressed and shaken down, and running over, will they
pour into your lap; for the standard you use will be the
standard used for you.’
39Then, speaking in parables, Jesus said, ‘Can one blind
person guide another? Will they not both fall into a
ditch?
40Astudent isnotabove their teacher; yeteveryfinished
student will be like their teacher.
41And why do you look at the speck of sawdust in some-
one’s eye, while you pay no attention at all to the plank
of wood in your own?
42Howcanyousay toyour friend “Friend, letme takeout
the speck in your eye,”while you yourself do not see the
plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take out the plank from
your own eye first, and then you will see clearly how to
take out the speck in your friend’s.
43There isno such thingasagood treebearingworthless
fruit, or, on the other hand, a worthless tree bearing
good fruit.
44For every tree is known by its own fruit. People do not
gather figs off thorn bushes, nor pick a bunch of grapes
off a bramble.
45 A good person, from the good stores of their heart,
brings out what is good; while a bad person, from their
bad stores, brings out what is bad. For what fills some-
one’s heart will rise to their lips.
46Why do you call me “Master! Master!” and yet fail to
do what I tell you?
47Everyone who comes tome and listens tomy teaching
and acts on it – I will show you to whom they may be
compared.
48 They may be compared to a person building a house,
who dug, and went deep, and laid the foundation on the
rock. Then, when a flood came, the river swept down on
that house, but had no power to shake it, because it had
been built well.
49 But those who have listened and not acted on what
they have heard may be compared to a person who
built a house on the ground without any foundation.
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The river swept down on it, and the house immediately
collapsed; and great was the crash that followed.’

7
1When Jesus hadfinished all he had to say to the people, he

entered Capernaum.
2 A centurion in the Roman army had a slave whom he

valued, and who was seriously ill – almost at the point of
death.

3 And, hearing about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to
him,with the request that hewould comeand savehis slave’s
life.

4When they found Jesus, they earnestly implored him to
help. ‘He deserves this favour from you.’ they said,

5 ‘He is devoted to ourpeople, andevenbuilt our synagogue
for us.’

6 So Jesus went with them. But, when he was no great
distance from the house, the centurion sent some friends
with the message – ‘Do not trouble yourself, Sir; for I am
unworthy to receive you undermy roof.

7 That was why I did not even venture to come to you
myself; but speak, and let mymanservant be cured.

8 For I myself am a man under the orders of others, with
soldiers under me; and if I say to one of them “Go,” he goes,
and to another “Come,” he comes, and to my slave “Do this,”
he does it.’

9 Jesus was surprised to hear these words from him; and,
turning to the crowdwhichwas following him, he said, ‘I tell
you, nowhere in Israelhave Imetwith such faithas this!’

10 And, when the messengers returned to the house, they
found the slave recovered.

11 Shortly after, Jesus went to a town called Nain, his
disciples and a great crowd going with him.

12 Just as he approached the gate of the town, there was a
dead man being carried out for burial – an only son, and his
mother was a widow. A large number of the people of the
townwere with her.

13When he saw her, the Master was moved with compas-
sion for her, and he said to her, ‘Do not weep.’

14 Then he went up and touched the bier, and the bearers
stopped; and Jesus said, ‘Youngman, I am speaking to you
– Rise!’

15Thedeadmansatupandbegan to talk, and Jesus restored
him to his mother.
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16 Everyone was awe-struck and began praising God. ‘A
great prophet has arisen among us,’ they said. ‘God has
visited his people.’

17And this story about Jesus spread all through Judea, and
in the neighbouring countries as well.

18All these events were reported to John by his disciples.
19 So he summoned two of them, and sent them to the

Master to ask – ‘Are you “the coming one,” or are we to look
for someone else?’

20When thesemen found Jesus, they said, ‘John the Baptist
has sent us to you to ask – Are you “the coming one,” or are
we to look for somebody else?’

21 At that very time Jesus had cured many people of dis-
eases, afflictions, and wicked spirits, and had given many
blind people their sight.

22 So his answer to the question was, ‘Go and report to
John what you have witnessed and heard – the blind
recover their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are made
clean, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, the
good news is told to the poor.

23And blessed is the personwhofinds no hindrance in
me.’

24When John’s messengers had left, Jesus, speaking to the
crowds, began to say with reference to John,

25 ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?
A reed waving in the wind? If not, what did you go out
to see? Aman dressed in rich clothing? Why, those who
are accustomed to fine clothes and luxury live in royal
palaces.

26What then did you go to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and farmore than a prophet.

27This is theman of whom scripture says –
“I am sendingmymessenger ahead of you,

and hewill prepare your way before you.”
28 There is, I tell you, no one born of a woman who is
greater than John; and yet the least in the kingdom of
God is greater than he.’

29 (All the people, when they heard this, and even the tax
collectors, having accepted John’s baptism, acknowledged
the justice of God.

30 But the Pharisees and the students of the Law, having
rejected John’s baptism, frustrated God’s purpose in regard
to them.)

31 ‘Towhat then,’ Jesus continued, ‘should I compare the
people of the present generation? What are they like?
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32They are like some little children who are sitting in
the marketplace and calling out to one another – “We
have played the flute for you, but you have not danced;
We have wailed, but you have not wept!”

33 For now that John the Baptist has come, not eating
bread or drinking wine, you are saying “He has a demon
in him”;

34 and now that the Son of Man has come, eating and
drinking, you are saying “Here is a glutton and a wine-
drinker, a friend of tax collectors and outcasts.”

35And yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.’

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to dine with him, so
Jesus went to his house and took his place at the table.

37 Just then a woman, who was an outcast in the town,
having heard that Jesus was eating in the Pharisee’s house,
brought an alabaster jar of perfume,

38 and placed herself behind Jesus, near his feet, weeping.
Then she began to make his feet wet with her tears, and she
dried them with the hair of her head, repeatedly kissing his
feet and anointing themwith the perfume.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw this, he
said to himself, ‘Had this man been “the prophet,” he would
have known who, and what sort of woman, this is who is
touching him, and that she is an outcast.’

40 But, addressing him, Jesus said, ‘Simon, I have some-
thing to say to you.’
‘Pray do so, teacher,’ Simon answered; and Jesus began,
41 ‘There were two people who were in debt to a mon-

eylender; one owed five hundred silver coins, and the
other fifty.

42 As they were unable to pay, he forgave them both.
Which of them, do you think, will love him themore?’

43 ‘I suppose,’ answered Simon, ‘it will be theman towhom
he forgave the greater debt.’
‘You are right,’ said Jesus,
44 and then, turning to the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do

you see this woman? I came into your house – you gave
me no water for my feet, but she has made my feet wet
with her tears and dried themwith her hair.

45 You did not give me one kiss, but she, from the
moment I came in, has not ceased to kissmy feet.

46Youdidnotanoint evenmyheadwithoil, but shehas
anointedmy feet with perfume.
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47So I tell you, hergreat love shows thather sins,many
as they are, have been pardoned. One who is pardoned
little loves little.’

48 Then he said to the woman, ‘Your sins have been
pardoned.’

49The other guests began to say to one another, ‘Who is this
manwho even pardons sins?’

50But Jesus said to the woman, ‘Your faith has delivered
you; go, and peace be with you.’

8
1 Shortly afterwards, Jesus went on a journey through

the towns and villages, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God. With himwent the Twelve,

2 as well as some women who had been cured of wicked
spirits and of infirmities. They were Mary, known as Mary
of Magdala (fromwhom seven demons had been expelled),

3 and Joanna (the wife of Herod’s steward, Chuza), and
Susannah, andmany others – all of whom provided for Jesus
and his apostles out of their own resources.

4Once, when a great crowd was collecting, and, when the
people of town after townwere flocking to Jesus, he spoke to
them in the form of a parable,

5 ‘The sower went out to sow his seed; and, as he was
sowing, some of the seed fell along the path and was
trodden on; and the wild birds ate it up.

6 Other seed fell on rock, and, as soon as it began to
grow, because it had nomoisture, it withered away.

7 Other seed fell in the middle of brambles, but the
brambles grew upwith it and choked it entirely.

8 Other seed fell into rich soil, and grew, and gave a
hundredfold return.’ After saying this, Jesus cried aloud,
‘Let those who have ears to hear with hear.’

9His disciples asked Jesus themeaning of this parable.
10 ‘To you,’ he said, ‘the knowledge of the hidden truths

of the kingdom of God has been imparted, but to others
in parables only, so that though they have eyes they
may not see, and though they have ears, they may not
understand.

11This is the parable – The seed is God’smessage.
12Bytheseedwhich fell along thepatharemeant those

who hear the message; but then comes the devil and
carries away the message from their minds, to prevent
their believing it and being saved.
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13 By the seed which fell on the rock are meant those
who, as soon as they hear the message, welcome it
joyfully; but they have no root, and believe it only for
a time, and, when the time of temptation comes, they
draw back.

14 By that which fell among the brambles are meant
thosewhohear themessage, butwho, as they goon their
way, are completely choked by this world’s cares and
wealth and pleasures, and bring nothing to perfection.

15But by that in the good ground aremeant thosewho,
having heard the message, keep it in the good, rich soil
of their hearts, and patiently yield a return.

16 ‘No one sets light to a lamp and then covers it with
a bowl or puts it underneath a couch, but they put it on
a lamp-stand, so that anyone who comes in may see the
light.

17Nothing is hiddenwhichwill not be brought into the
light of day, not ever kept hidden which will not some
day become known and come into the light of day.

18 Take care, then, how you listen. For, to all those
who have, more will be given; while, from all those who
have nothing, evenwhat they seem tohavewill be taken
away.’

19 Presently Jesus’ mother and brothers came where he
was, but theywere not able to join him because of the crowd.

20 So word was brought to him – “Your mother and your
brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.”

21His reply, spoken to them all, was, ‘My mother and my
brothers are those who listen to God’s teaching and do
what it says.’

22 One day about that time, Jesus got into a boat with his
disciples and said to them, ‘Let us go across the lake.’

23So they put off. While theywere sailing, Jesus fell asleep.
A squall swept down on the lake, and their boat was filling
and they were in danger.

24So thedisciples cameand rousedhim. ‘Sir, Sir,’ they cried,
‘weare lost!’ Jesus roseandrebuked thewindand therushing
waves, and they fell, and a calm followed.

25 ‘Where is your faith?’ he exclaimed. But in great awe
and amazement they said to one another, ‘Who can this be,
whocommands even thewinds and thewaves, and theyobey
him?’

26They reached the regionof theGerasenes,which is on the
opposite side to Galilee,
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27and, ongettingashore, Jesusmetaman,whohaddemons
in him, coming out of the town. For a long time this man had
worn no clothing, and he had not lived in a house, but in the
tombs.

28 Catching sight of Jesus, he shrieked out and threw him-
self down before him, and in a loud voice exclaimed, ‘What
do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg
you not to torment me.’

29 For Jesus was commanding the foul spirit to come out
of the man. On many occasions it had seized him, and,
even when secured with chains and fetters, and watched,
he would break through anything that bound him, and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.

30 ‘What is your name?’ Jesus asked.
‘Legion,’ he answered (formany demons had taken posses-

sion of him);
31and thedemonsbegged Jesusnot toorder themaway into

the bottomless pit.
32 There was a herd of many pigs close by feeding on the

hill-side; and the demons begged Jesus to give them leave to
enter into them. Jesus gave them leave.

33 They came out from the man and took possession of the
pigs; and the herd rushed down the steep slope into the lake
and were drowned.

34 When the men who tended them saw what had hap-
pened, they ran away, and carried the news to the town, and
to the country round.

35 The people went out to see what had happened, and,
when they came to Jesus, they found theman fromwhom the
demons had gone out, sitting, clothed and in his right mind,
at Jesus’ feet; and they were awe-struck.

36Those who had seen it told them how the possessedman
had been delivered.

37 Then all the people in the region of the Gerasenes asked
Jesus to leave them, for they were terrified. Jesus got into a
boat and returned.

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged
Jesus to let him be with him; but Jesus sent him away.

39 ‘Go back to your home,’ he said, ‘and relate the story
of all that God has done for you.’ So the man went
through the whole town and proclaimed, as he went, all
that Jesus had done for him.

40 On his return, Jesus was welcomed by the people; for
everyone was looking out for him.
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41 And a man named Jairus, who was a synagogue leader,
came to Jesus, and threwhimself at Jesus’ feet,withentreaties
that he would come to his house,

42 because his only daughter, who was about twelve years
old, was dying. As Jesus was going, the people were pressing
closely round him.

43And a woman, who had suffered from haemorrhage for
twelve years, and whom no one could cure,

44 came up behind and touched the tassel of his cloak.
Instantly the haemorrhage ceased.

45 ‘Who touched me?’ Jesus asked; and, while everyone
was denying having done so, Peter exclaimed, ‘Why, Sir, the
people are crowding round you and pressing against you!’

46 ‘Somebody touched me,’ said Jesus, ‘for I felt that
power had gone out fromme.’

47Then thewoman,when she saw that shewas discovered,
came forward trembling, and threw herself down before
him; and, in the presence of all the people, she told him
her reason for touching him, and that she had been cured
instantly.

48 ‘Daughter,’ he said, ‘your faith has delivered you. Go,
and peace be with you.’

49 Before he had finished speaking, someone came from
the house of the synagogue leader and said, ‘Your daughter
is dead! Do not trouble the teacher further.’

50 But Jesus, hearing this, spoke to the leader, ‘Do not be
afraid; only have faith, and she will yet be delivered.’

51When he reached the house, he did not allow anyone to
go in with him, except Peter, John, and James, and the child’s
father andmother.

52And everyone was weeping andmourning for her.
‘Do not weep,’ Jesus said, ‘she is not dead; she is asleep.’
53 They began to laugh at him, for they knew that she was

dead.
54 But, taking her by the hand, Jesus said in a loud voice,

‘Child, rise!’
55The child’s spirit returned to her, and she instantly stood

up; and Jesus ordered them to give her something to eat.
56Her parents were amazed, but Jesus impressed on them

that they were not to tell anyone what had happened.

9
1 Jesus called the Twelve together, and gave them power

and authority over all demons, as well as to cure diseases.
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2 He sent them out as his messengers, to proclaim the
kingdom of God, and to work cures.

3 ‘Do not,’ he said to them, ‘take anything for your jour-
ney; not even a staff, or a bag, or bread, or any silver, or
a change of clothes with you.

4Whatever house you go to stay in, remain there, and
leave from that place.

5 If people do notwelcome you, as you leave that town,
shake even the dust off your feet, as a protest against
them.’

6Then they set out and went from village to village, telling
the good news and curing people everywhere.

7Herod the ruler heard of all that was happening, andwas
perplexed, because it was said by some that John must be
risen from the dead.

8Some again said that Elijah had appeared, and others that
one of the old prophets had risen again.

9But Herod himself said, ‘John I beheaded; but who is this
ofwhom Ihear such things?’ Andhe endeavoured to see him.

10When the apostles returned, they related to Jesus all that
they had done. Then Jesus went privately to a town called
Bethsaida, taking the apostles with him.

11 But the people recognised him and followed him in
crowds; and Jesus welcomed them and spoke to them about
the kingdom of God, while he cured those who were in need
of help.

12 The day was drawing to a close, when the twelve came
up to him, and said, ‘Send the crowd away, so that they
may make their way to the villages and farms round about,
and find themselves lodgings and provisions, for we are in a
lonely spot here.’

13But Jesus said, ‘It is for you to give them something to
eat.’
‘We have not more than five loaves and two fish,’ they

answered. ‘Unless indeed we are to go and buy food for all
these people.’

14 (For the men among them were about five thousand.)
‘Get them seated in companies,’was his reply, ‘about fifty
in each.’

15This they did, and got all the people seated.
16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, Jesus looked up

to heaven and said the blessing over them. Then he broke
them in pieces, and gave them to his disciples to set before
the people.

17 Everyone had sufficient to eat, and what was left of the
broken pieces was picked up – twelve baskets.
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18Afterwards, when Jesus was alone, praying, his disciples
joined him, and he asked them this question – ‘Who do the
people say that I am?’

19 ‘John the Baptist,’ was their answer. ‘Others, however,
say that you are Elijah, while others say that one of the old
prophets has risen again.’

20 ‘But you,’ he went on, ‘who do you say that I am?’ And
to this Peter answered, ‘The Christ of God.’

21 Jesus, however, strictly charged them not to say this to
anyone;

22 he told them that the Son of Man must undergo much
suffering, andbe rejected by the elders, and chief priests, and
teachers of the Law, and be put to death, and rise on the third
day.

23 And to all present he said, ‘If any one wishes to walk
in my steps, they must renounce self, and take up their
cross daily, and followme.

24Forwhoeverwishes to save their lifewill lose it, and
whoever, formysake, loseshis life – thatpersonwill save
it.

25 What good does it do someone if, when they has
gained the whole world, they has lost or forfeited them-
selves?

26Whoever is ashamed of me and of my teaching, the
Son of Man will be ashamed of them, when he comes
in his glory and the glory of the father and of the holy
angels.

27 Indeed, I tell you, somewho are standing beforeme
will notknowdeath, until theyhave seen thekingdomof
God.’

28About eight days after speaking these words, Jesus went
up the mountain to pray, taking with him Peter, John, and
James.

29 As he was praying, the aspect of his face was changed,
and his clothing became a dazzling white.

30 And all at once two men were talking with Jesus; they
wereMoses and Elijah,

31 who appeared in a glorified state, and spoke of his
departure, which was destined to take place at Jerusalem.

32 Peter and his companions had been overpowered by
sleep but, suddenly becoming wide awake, they saw Jesus
glorified and the twomenwhowere standing beside him.

33And, as Moses and Elijah were passing away from Jesus,
Peter exclaimed, ‘Sir, it is good to be here; let us make three
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tents, one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He
did not knowwhat he was saying;

34 and, while he was speaking, a cloud came down and
enveloped them; and theywereafraid, as theypassed into the
cloud;

35and from the cloud came a voice which said – ‘This is my
Son, the Chosen One; him youmust hear.’

36 And, as the voice ceased, Jesus was found alone. The
apostles kept silence, and told no one about any of the things
that they had seen.

37 The next day, when they had come down from the
mountain, a great crowdmet Jesus.

38And just then aman in the crowd shouted out, ‘Teacher, I
entreat you to look at my son, for he is my only child;

39 all at once a spirit will seize him, suddenly shriek out,
and throwhimintoconvulsionsuntil he foams, andwill leave
him only when he is utterly exhausted.

40 I entreated your disciples to drive the spirit out, but they
could not.’

41 ‘Faithless and perverse generation!’ Jesus exclaimed,
‘How long must I be with you and have patience with
you? Lead your son here.’

42While the boywas coming up to Jesus, the demondashed
him down and threw him into convulsions. But Jesus re-
buked the foul spirit, and cured the boy, and gave him back
to his father.

43 And all present were struck with awe at the majesty of
God.
In the midst of the general astonishment at all that Jesus

was doing, he said to his disciples,
44 ‘Listen carefully to my words. For the Son of Man is

destinedtobebetrayed into thehandsofhis fellowmen.’
45But the disciples did not understand themeaning of this;

it had been concealed from them so that they did not see it,
and they were afraid to question him as to what hemeant.

46 A discussion arose among the disciples as to which of
themwas the greatest;

47and Jesus, knowing of the discussion that was occupying
their thoughts, took hold of a little child, and placed it beside
him,

48 and then said to them, ‘Anyone who, for the sake of
my name, welcomes even this little child is welcoming
me; andanyonewhowelcomesmeiswelcominghimwho
sent me as his messenger. For whoever is least among
you all – that person is great.’
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49 John said, ‘Sir,we sawamandrivingout demonsbyusing
your name, andwe tried to prevent him, because he does not
follow youwith us.’

50 ‘None of you must prevent him,’ Jesus said to John,
‘whoever is not against you is for you.’

The Journey to Jerusalem
51 As the days before his being taken up to heaven were

growing few, Jesus set his face resolutely in the direction of
Jerusalem; and he sent onmessengers in advance.

52On their way, theywent into a Samaritan village tomake
preparations for him,

53 but the people there did not welcome him, because his
face was set in the direction of Jerusalem.

54When James and John saw this, they said, ‘Master, do you
wish us to call for fire to come down from the heavens and
consume them?’

55But Jesus turned and rebuked them.
56And theymade their way to another village.

57And, while they were on their way, aman said to Jesus, ‘I
will follow youwherever you go.’

58 ‘Foxes have holes,’ he replied, ‘and wild birds their
nests, but the Son ofMan has nowhere to lay his head.’

59To another man Jesus said, ‘Followme.’
‘Let me first go and burymy father,’ said theman.
60 But Jesus said, ‘Leave the dead to bury their dead;

but go yourself and carry far and wide the news of the
kingdom of God.’

61 ‘Master,’ said another, ‘I will follow you; but first let me
say goodbye to my family.’

62 But Jesus answered, ‘No one who looks back, after
putting their hand to the plough, is fitted for the king-
dom of God.’

10
1 After this, the Master appointed seventy-two other dis-

ciples, and sent them on as his messengers, two and two,
in advance, to every town and place that he was himself
intending to visit.

2 ‘The harvest,’ he said, ‘is abundant, but the labourers
are few. Therefore pray to the owner of the harvest to
send labourers to gather in his harvest.

3 Now, go. Remember, I am sending you out as my
messengers like lambs amongwolves.
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4Donot takeapursewithyou, orabag, or sandals; and
do not stop to greet anyone on your journey.

5Whatever house you go to stay at, begin by praying
for a blessing on it.

6Then, if anyone there is deserving of a blessing, your
blessing will rest on him; but if not, it will come back on
yourselves.

7Remain at that same house, and eat and drink what-
ever they offer you; for theworker isworth theirwages.
Do not keep changing from one house to another.

8Whatever town you visit, if the people welcome you,
eat what is set before you;

9 cure the sick there, and tell people that the kingdom
of God is close at hand.

10But, whatever town you go to visit, if the people do
not welcome you, go out into its streets and say

11 “We wipe off the dust of your town which has clung
to Our feet; still, be assured that the kingdom of God is
close at Hand.”

12 I tell you that the doom of Sodom will be more
bearable on that day than the doom of that town.

13Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! For,
if the miracles which have been done in you had been
done inTyre andSidon, theywouldhave sat in sackcloth
and ashes and repented long ago.

14 Yet the doom of Tyre and Sidon will be more bear-
able at the judgment than yours.

15 And you, Capernaum! Will you exalt yourself to
heaven? Youwill be flung down to Hades.

16 Anyone who listens to you is listening to me, and
anyonewhorejects you is rejectingme;while theperson
who rejects me is rejecting him who sent me as his
messenger.’

17When the seventy-two returned, they exclaimed joyfully,
‘Master, even the demons submit to us when we use your
name.’

18And Jesus replied, ‘I have had visions of Satan, fallen,
like lightning from the heavens.

19Remember, Ihavegivenyou thepower to trampleon
snakes and scorpions, and tomeet all the strength of the
Enemy. Nothing will ever harm you in anyway.

20Yet do not rejoice in the fact that the spirits submit
to you, but rejoice that your names have been enrolled
in heaven.’

21At that same time,moved to exultation by theHoly Spirit,
Jesus said:
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‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that,
though you have hidden these things from the
wise and learned, you have revealed them to the
childlike! Yes, Father, I thank you that this has
seemed good to you.

22 Everything has been committed to me by my Father;
nor does anyone know who the Son is, except the
Father, or who the Father is, except the Son and
those to whom the Sonmay choose to reveal him.’

23 Then, turning to his disciples, Jesus said to them alone,
‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you are seeing;
24 for, I tell you,many prophets and kings wished for the
sight of the thingswhich you are seeing, yet never heard
them.’

25 Just then a student of the Law came forward to test Jesus
further. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do if I am to gain
eternal life?’

26 ‘What is said in the Law?’ answered Jesus. ‘What do
you read there?’

27His reply was –
‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, and

with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbour as you love
yourself.’

28 ‘You have answered right,’ said Jesus, ‘Do that, and you
will live.’
29But the man, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And
who is my neighbour?’

30 To which Jesus replied, ‘A man was once going down
from Jerusalem to Jerichowhenhe fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him of everything, and beat him,
andwent away leaving him half dead.

31As it chanced, a priest was going down by that road.
He saw theman, but passed by on the opposite side.

32A Levite, too, did the same; he came up to the spot,
but, when he saw the man, passed by on the opposite
side.

33 But a Samaritan, traveling that way, came upon
the man, and, when he saw him, he was moved with
compassion.

34He went to him and bound up his wounds, dressing
them with oil and wine, and then put him on his own
mule, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave
them to the innkeeper. “Take care of him,” he said, “and
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whatevermoreyoumayspend Iwillmyself repayyouon
myway back.”

36Nowwhich, do you think, of these threemen,’ asked
Jesus, ‘proved himself a neighbour to the man who fell
into the robbers’ hands?’

37 ‘The one that took pity on him,’was the answer; at which
Jesus said, ‘Go and do the same yourself.’

38As they continued their journey, Jesus came to a village,
where a woman namedMartha welcomed him to her house.

39 She had a sister called Mary, who seated herself at the
Master’s feet, and listened to his teaching;

40butMarthawasdistractedby themanypreparations that
shewasmaking. So shewent up to Jesus and said, ‘Master, do
you approve of my sister’s leaving me to make preparations
alone? Tell her to help me.’

41 ‘Martha,Martha,’ replied theMaster, ‘you are anxious
and trouble yourself aboutmany things;

42butonlya fewarenecessary, orratherone. Maryhas
chosen the good part, and it will not be taken away from
her.’

11
1Oneday Jesuswasat a certainplacepraying, and,whenhe

hadfinished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Master, teachus
to pray, as John taught his disciples.’

2 ‘When you pray,’ Jesus answered, ‘say –
“Father,

may your name be held holy,
your kingdom come.

3Give us each day the bread that wewill need;
4and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone whowrongs us;
and take us not into temptation.” ’
5 Jesus also said to them, ‘Suppose that one of you who has
a friendwere to go to him in themiddle of the night and
say “Friend, lendme three loaves,
6 for a friend of mine has arrived at my house after a
journey, and I have nothing to offer him;”
7And suppose that the other should answer from inside
“Donot troubleme; thedoor is already fastened, andmy
children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you
anything”;
8 I tell you that, even though he will not get up and give
him anything because he is a friend, yet because of his
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persistence he will rouse himself and give him what he
wants.

9 ‘And so I say to you – Ask, and your prayer will be
granted, search, and you will find; knock, and the door
will be opened to you.

10 For the person who asks receives, everyone who
searches finds, and to the person who knocks the door
will be opened.

11What fatheramongyou, if his sonaskshimforafish,
will give him a snake instead,

12or, if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?
13 If you, then, naturally wicked though you are, know

how to give good gifts to your children, howmuchmore
will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask him!’

14Once Jesuswas driving out amute demon, and,when the
demon had gone out, the mute man spoke. The people were
amazed at this;

15but some of them said, ‘He drives out demons by the help
of Beelzebul, the chief of the demons’;

16while others, to test him, asked him for some sign from
the heavens.

17 Jesus himself, however, was aware of what they were
thinking, and said to them, ‘Any kingdom wholly divided
against itself becomes a desolation; and a divided house
falls.

18 So, too, if Satan is wholly divided against himself,
how can his kingdom last? Yet you say that I drive out
demons by the help of Beelzebul.

19 But, if it is by Beelzebul’s help that I drive out
demons, by whose help is it that your own sons drive
them out? Therefore they will themselves be your
judges.

20 But, if it is by the hand of God that I drive out
demons, then the kingdomof Godmust already be upon
you.

21When a strong man is keeping guard, fully armed,
over his ownmansion, his property is in safety;

22 but, when one still stronger has attacked and over-
powered him, he takes away all the weapons on which
the other had relied, and divides his spoil.

23Whoever isnotwithmeisagainstme,andtheperson
who does not helpme to gather is scattering.

24No sooner does a foul spirit leave someone, than it
passes throughplaceswhere there is nowater, in search
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of rest; and finding none, it says “I will go back to the
homewhich I left”;

25 but, on coming there, it finds it unoccupied, swept,
and put in order.

26 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits
more wicked than itself, and they go in, and make their
home there; and the last state of that person proves to
be worse than the first.’

27As Jesus was saying this, a woman in the crowd, raising
her voice, exclaimed, ‘Happy was the mother who bore you
and nursed you!’

28But Jesus replied, ‘Rather, happy are those who listen
to God’smessage and keep it.’

29 As the crowds increased, Jesus began to speak, ‘This
generation is a wicked generation. It demands a sign,
but no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah.

30For, as Jonahbecamea sign to thepeople ofNineveh,
so will the Son ofMan be to this generation.

31At the judgment the Queen of the South will rise up
with the people of this generation, and will condemn
them, because she came from the ends of the earth to
listen to the wisdom of Solomon; and here is more than
a Solomon!

32 At the judgment the men of Nineveh will stand up
with this generation, and will condemn it, because they
repentedat Jonah’sproclamation; andhere ismorethan
a Jonah!

33Noone lights a lamp, and then puts it in the cellar or
under a basket, but he puts it on the lamp-stand, so that
anyonewho comes inmay see the light.

34 The lamp of the body is your eye. When your eye is
unclouded, your whole body, also, is lit up; but, as soon
as your eye is diseased, your body, also, is darkened.

35 Take care, therefore, that the inner light is not
darkness.

36 If, then, your whole body is lit up, and no corner of
it darkened, thewholewill be lit up, just aswhen a lamp
gives you light by its brilliance.’

37 As Jesus finished speaking, a Pharisee asked him to
breakfast with him, and Jesus went in and took his place at
the table.

38 The Pharisee noticed, to his astonishment, that Jesus
omitted the ceremonial washing before breakfast.
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39But theMaster said to him, ‘YouPhariseesdo, it is true,
clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside
you yourselves are filled with greed andwickedness.

40 Fools! Did not the maker of the outside make the
inside too?

41Onlygiveawaywhat is in themincharity, andatonce
you have the whole clean.

42 But alas for you Pharisees! You pay tithes on mint,
rue, and herbs of all kinds, and pass over justice and
love to God. These last you ought to have put into
practice without neglecting the first.

43Alas for youPharisees! Youdelight to have the front
seat in the synagogues, and to be greeted in themarkets
with respect.

44Alas for you! You are like unsuspected graves, over
whichmenwalk unawares.’

45Here one of the students of the Law interrupted him by
saying, ‘Teacher, when you say this, you are insulting us also.’

46 But Jesus went on, ‘Alas for you, too, you students of
the Law! You load people with loads that are too heavy
to carry, but do not, yourselves, touch themwith one of
your fingers.

47 Alas for you! You build the monuments of the
prophets whom your ancestors killed.

48 You are actually witnesses to your ancestors’ acts
and show your approval of them, because, while they
killed the prophets, you build tombs for them.

49 That is why the wisdom of God said – “I will send to
them prophets and apostles,

50 some of whom they will persecute and kill, in order
that the blood of all the prophets that has been spilt
since the creationof theworldmaybe exacted from this
generation –

51 from the blood of Abel down to the blood of
Zechariah, who was slain between the altar and the
house ofGod.” Yes, I tell you, it will be exacted from this
generation.

52 Alas for you students of the Law! You have taken
away the key of the door of knowledge. You have not
gone in yourselves and youhavehindered thosewho try
to go in.’

53When Jesus left the house, the teachers of the Law and
the Pharisees began to press him hard and question him
closely onmany subjects,

54 laying traps for him, so as to seize on anything that he
might say.
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12
1Meanwhile the people had gathered in thousands, so that

they trod on one another, when Jesus, addressing himself to
his disciples, began by saying to them, ‘Be on your guard
against the leaven – that is, the hypocrisy – of the Phar-
isees.

2There is nothing, however coveredup,whichwill not
be uncovered, nor anything kept secret which will not
become known.

3 So all that you have said in the dark will be heard in
the light, and what you have spoken in the ear, within
closed doors, will be proclaimed on the housetops.

4 To you who are my friends I say, Do not be afraid of
those who kill the body, but after that can do nomore.

5 I will show you of whom you should be afraid. Be
afraid of him who, after killing you, has the power to
fling you into Gehenna. Yes, I say, be afraid of him.

6Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? Yet
not one of themhas escaped God’s notice.

7 No, even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.

8Everyone, I tell you, who publicly acknowledges me,
the Son of Man, also, will acknowledge before God’s
angels;

9but the person who publicly disownsme will be alto-
gether disowned before God’s angels.

10 Everyone who will say anything against the Son of
Man will be forgiven, but for the person who slanders
the Holy Spirit there will be no forgiveness.

11 Whenever they take you before the synagogue
Courts or themagistrates orotherauthorities, donotbe
anxious as to how you will defend yourselves, or what
your defence will be, or what youwill say;

12 for theHolySpiritwill showyouat themomentwhat
you ought to say.’

13 ‘Teacher,’ a man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘tell my
brother to share the property withme.’

14 But Jesus said to him, ‘Man, who made me a judge or
an arbiter between you?’

15And then he added, ‘Take care to keep yourselves free
from every form of covetousness; for even in the height
of their prosperity a person’s true life does not depend
onwhat they have.’

16 Then Jesus told them this parable – ‘There was once a
richmanwhose landwas very fertile;
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17 and he began to ask himself “What will I do, for I
have nowhere to storemy crops?

18 This is what I will do,” he said; “I will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and store all my grain and
my goods in them;

19and Iwill say tomyself, Nowyouhave plenty of good
things put by formany years; take your ease, eat, drink,
and enjoy yourself.”

20But God said to the man “Fool! This very night your
life is being demanded; and as for all you have prepared
–whowill have it?”

21 So it is with those who lay by wealth for themselves
and are not rich to the glory of God.’

22And Jesus said to his disciples, ‘That is why I say to you,
Do not be anxious about the life here –what you can get
to eat; or about your body –what you can get to wear.

23 For life is more than food, and the body than its
clothes.

24Thinkof the ravens – theyneither sownor reap; they
have neither storehouse nor barn; and yet God feeds
them! Andhowmuchmoreprecious are you thanbirds!

25Butwhichofyou, bybeinganxious, canprolongyour
life amoment?

26And, if you cannot do even the smallest thing, why
be anxious about other things?

27Think of the lilies, and how they grow. They neither
toil nor spin; yet, I tell you, even Solomon in all his
splendour was not robed like one of these.

28 If, even in thefield, God so clothes the grasswhich is
living today and tomorrowwill be thrown into the oven,
howmuchmore will he clothe you, you of little faith!

29And you – do not be always seeking what you can get
to eat or what you can get to drink; and do not waver.

30These are the things for which all the nations of the
world are seeking, and your Father knows that youneed
them.

31No, seekhis kingdom, and these thingswill be added
for you.

32 So do not be afraid, my little flock, for your Father
has been pleased to give you the kingdom.

33 ‘Sell what belongs to you, and give in charity. Make
yourselves purses that will not wear out – an inex-
haustible treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near, ormothworks ruin.

34 For where your treasure is, there also will your
heart be.
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35Make yourselves ready, with your lamps alight;
36 and be like servants who are waiting for their Mas-

ter’s return from his wedding, so that, when he comes
and knocks, theymay open the door for him at once.

37Happy are those servants whom, on his return, the
Master will find watching. I tell you that he will make
himself ready, and have them take their places at the
table, andwill come and serve them.

38Whether it is late at night, or in the early morning
that he comes, if he finds all as it should be, then happy
are they.

39 This you do know, that, had the owner of the house
knownatwhat time the thiefwas coming, hewouldhave
been on the watch, and would not have let his house be
broken into.

40 You must also prepare, for when you are least ex-
pecting him the Son ofManwill come.’

41 ‘Master,’ said Peter, ‘are you telling this parable with
reference to us or to everyone?’

42 ‘Who, then,’ replied the Master, ‘is that trustworthy
steward, the carefulman,whowill be placedbyhismas-
ter over his establishment, to give them their rations at
the proper time?

43Happy will that servant be whom his master, when
he comes home, will find doing this.

44His master, I tell you, will put him in charge of the
whole of his property.

45But should that servant say to himself “Mymaster is
a long time coming,” and begin to beat themenservants
and the maidservants, and to eat and drink and get
drunk,

46 that servant’s master will come on a day when he
does not expect him, and at an hour of which he is
unaware, and will flog him severely and assign him his
place among the untrustworthy.

47The servant who knows his master’s wishes and yet
does not prepare and act accordingly will receive many
lashes;

48 while one who does not know his master’s wishes,
but acts so as to deserve a flogging, will receive but few.
Fromeveryone towhommuchhas been givenmuchwill
be expected, and from theman to whommuch has been
entrusted themore will be demanded.

49 I came to cast fire on the earth; andwhatmore can I
wish, if it is already kindled?
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50 There is a baptism that I must undergo, and how
great ismy distress until it is over!

51Do you think that I amhere to bring peace on earth?
No, I tell you, but to cause division.

52Forfromthis time, if therearefivepeople inahouse,
they will be divided, three against two, and two against
three.

53 Father will be opposed to son and son to father,
mother to daughter and daughter tomother,mother-in-
law to her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law to her
mother-in-law.’

54 And to the people Jesus said, ‘When you see a cloud
rising in the west, you say at once “There is a storm
coming,” and come it does.

55And when you see that the wind is in the south, you
say “It will be burning hot,” and so it proves.

56Hypocrites! You know how to judge of the earth and
the sky; how is it, then, that you cannot judge of this
time?

57Why don’t you yourselves decide what is right?
58When, for instance, you are going with your oppo-

nent before a magistrate, on your way to the court do
your best to be quit of him; otherwise hemight drag you
beforethe judge, thenthe judgewillhandyouovertothe
bailiffof the court, and thebailiff throwyou intoprison.

59Youwill not, I tell you, come out until you have paid
the very last cent.’

13
1 Just at that time some people had come to tell Jesus about

the Galileans, whose blood Pilate hadmingledwith the blood
of their sacrifices.

2 ‘Do you suppose,’ replied Jesus, ‘that, because these
Galileans have suffered in this way, they were worse
sinners than any other Galileans?

3 No, I tell you; but, unless you repent, you will all
perish as they did.

4 Or those eighteen men at Siloam on whom the
tower fell, killing them all, do you suppose that they
were worse offenders than any other inhabitants of
Jerusalem?

5 No, I tell you; but, unless you repent, you will all
perish in the samemanner.’
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6And Jesus told them this parable – ‘Aman, who had a fig
tree growing inhis vineyard, came to look for fruit on it,
but could not find any.

7 So he said to his gardener “Three years now I have
come to look for fruit on this fig tree, without finding
any! Cut it down. Why should it rob the soil?”

8 “Leave it this one yearmore, Sir,” theman answered,
“until I have dug round it andmanured it.

9 Then, if it bears in future, well and good; but if not,
you can have it cut down.” ’

10 Jesuswas teachingonaSabbath inoneof the synagogues,
11and he saw before him a womanwho for eighteen years

had suffered from weakness owing to her having an evil
spirit in her. She was bent double, and was wholly unable
to raise herself.

12 When Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said,
‘Woman, you are released from your weakness.’

13He placed his hands on her, and she was instantly made
straight, and began to praise God.

14 But the synagogue leader, indignant that Jesus had
worked the cure on the Sabbath, intervened and said to the
people, ‘There are six days on which work ought to be done;
come to be cured on one of those, and not on the Sabbath.’

15 ‘You hypocrites!’ the Master answered him. ‘Does not
everyone of you let your ox or your donkey loose from
itsmanger, and take it out to drink, on the Sabbath?

16 But this woman, a daughter of Abraham, who has
been kept in bondage by Satan for now eighteen years,
ought not she to have been released from her bondage
on the Sabbath?’

17As he said this, his opponents all felt ashamed; but all the
people rejoiced to see all the wonderful things that he was
doing.

18 So Jesus said, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And
to what can I liken it?

19 It is like a mustard seed which a man took and put
in his garden. The seed grew and became a tree, and the
wild birds roosted in its branches.’

20And again Jesus said, ‘Towhat can I liken the kingdom
of God?

21 It is like some yeast which a woman took and cov-
ered in three pecks of flour, until the whole had risen.’

22 Jesus went through towns and villages, teaching as he
went, andmaking his way towards Jerusalem.
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23 ‘Master,’ someone asked, ‘are there but few in the path of
salvation?’ And Jesus answered,

24 ‘Strive to go in by the narrow door. Many, I tell you,
will seek to go in, but they will not be able,

25when once the master of the house has got up and
shut the door, while you begin to say, as you stand out-
side and knock, “Sir, open the door for us.” His answer
will be – “I do not knowwhere you come from.”

26Thenyouwill begin to say “Wehave eatenanddrunk
in your presence, and you have taught in our streets,”
and his reply will be –

27 “I do not know where you come from. Leave my
presence, all youwho are living in wickedness.”

28 There, there will be weeping and grinding of teeth,
when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the
prophets, in the kingdom of God, while you yourselves
are being driven outside.

29 People will come from East and West, and from
North and South, and take their places at the banquet in
the kingdom of God.

30 There are some who are last now who will then be
first, and somewho are first nowwhowill then be last!’

31 Just then some Pharisees came up to Jesus and said, ‘Go
away and leave this place, for Herod wants to kill you.’

32But Jesus answered, ‘Go and say to that fox “Look you,
I am driving out demons and will be completing cures
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will have
done.”

33But today and tomorrow and the day after I must go
on my way, because it cannot be that a prophet should
meet his end outside Jerusalem.

34 Jerusalem! Jerusalem! You who slays the prophets
and stones the messengers sent to you – Oh, how often
have I wished to gather your children round me, as a
hen takesherbroodunderherwings, andyouwouldnot
come!

35Verily your house is left to you desolate! And never,
I tell you, will you seeme, until you say –
“Blessed is Hewho comes in the name of the Lord.” ’

14
1 On one occasion, as Jesus was going, on a Sabbath into

the house of one of the leading Pharisees to dine, they were
watching him closely.
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2 There he saw before him a man who was suffering from
dropsy.

3 ‘Is it allowable,’ said Jesus, addressing the students of the
Law and the Pharisees, ‘to work a cure on the Sabbath, or
is it not?’

4 They remained silent. Jesus took hold of the man and
cured him, and sent him away.

5 And he said to them, ‘Which of you, finding that your
son or your ox has fallen into a well, will not immedi-
ately pull them out on the Sabbath day?’

6And they could not make any answer to that.
7 Observing that the guests were choosing the best places

for themselves, Jesus told them this parable –
8 ‘When you are invited by anyone to a wedding ban-

quet, do not seat yourself in the best place. Someone of
higher rankmight have been invited by your host;

9 and the host who invited you both will come and say
to you “Make room for this person,” and then you will
begin in confusion to take the lowest place.

10 No, when you are invited, go and take the lowest
place, so that, when the hostwhohas invited you comes,
hemaysaytoyou “Friend, comehigherup”; andthenyou
will be honoured in the eyes of all your fellow guests.

11 For everyone who exalts themselves will be hum-
bled, and everyone who humbles themselves will be
exalted.’

12 Then Jesus went on to say to the man who had invited
him, ‘When you give a breakfast or a dinner, do not
ask your friends, or your brothers or sisters, or your
relatives, or rich neighbours, because theymight invite
you in return, and so you should be repaid.

13 No, when you entertain, invite the poor, the crip-
pled, the lame, the blind;

14and thenyouwill behappy indeed, since they cannot
rewardyou; foryouwillberewardedat theresurrection
of the just.’

15 One of the guests heard what he said and exclaimed,
‘Happy will be the person who will eat bread in the kingdom
of God!’

16 But Jesus said to him, ‘A man was once giving a great
dinner. He invitedmany people,

17andsenthis servant,when itwas time for thedinner,
to say to those who had been invited “Come, for every-
thing is now ready.”

18They all with one accord began to ask to be excused.
Thefirst said to theservant “Ihaveboughtafieldandam
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obliged togoand lookat it. Imustaskyoutoconsiderme
excused.”

19 The next said “I have bought five pairs of bullocks,
and I am on my way to try them. I must ask you to
considerme excused”;

20while the next said “I am just married, and for that
reason I am unable to come.”

21On his return the servant told his master all these
answers. Then in anger the owner of the house said to
his servant “Go out at once into the streets and alleys of
the town, and bring in here the poor, and the crippled,
and the blind, and the lame.”

22Presently the servant said “Sir, your order has been
carried out, and still there is room.”

23 “Go out,” the master said, “into the roads and
hedgerows, and make people come in, so that my house
may be filled;

24 for I tell you all that not one of those people who
were invited will tastemy dinner.” ’

25Oneday,whengreat crowds of peoplewerewalkingwith
Jesus, he turned and said to them,

26 ‘If any one comes to me and does not hate their fa-
ther, and mother, and wife, and children, and brothers,
and sisters, yes and even their life, he can be no disciple
ofmine.

27Whoeverdoesnot carry their owncross, andwalk in
my steps, can be no disciple ofmine.

28Why, which of you, when you want to build a tower,
does not first sit down and reckon the cost, to see if you
have enough to complete it? –

29Otherwise, if you have laid the foundation and are
not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will laugh at
you,

30andsay “Here is apersonwhobegan tobuildandwas
not able to finish!”

31Orwhat king, when he is setting out to fight another
king, does not first sit down and consider if with ten
thousand men he is able to meet one who is coming
against himwith twenty thousand?

32 And if he cannot, then, while the other is still at a
distance, he sends envoys and asks for terms of peace.

33 And so with everyone of you who does not bid
farewell to all you have – you cannot be a disciple of
mine.

34Yes, salt is good; but, if the salt itself should lose its
strength, what will be used to season it?
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35 It is not fit either for the land or for the manure
heap. People throw it away. Let those who have ears to
hear with hear!’

15
1The tax collectors and the outcasts were all drawing near

to Jesus to listen to him;
2but the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law found fault.
‘Thisman alwayswelcomes outcasts, and takesmeals with

them!’ they complained.
3 So Jesus told them this parable –
4 ‘Who among you who has a hundred sheep, and has

lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine out in
the open country, and go after the lost sheep until he
finds it?

5And,whenhehas found it, he puts it on his shoulders
rejoicing;

6 and, on reaching home, he calls his friends and his
neighbours together, and says “Come and rejoice with
me, for I have foundmy sheepwhich was lost.”

7 So, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven
over one outcast who repents, than over ninety-nine
religious people, who have no need to repent.

8Oragain,whatwomanwhohas ten silver coins, if she
loses one of them, does not light a lamp, and sweep the
house, and search carefully until she finds it?

9And, when she has found it, she calls her friends and
neighbours together, and says “Come and rejoice with
me, for I have found the coin which I lost.”

10 So, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of
God’s angels over one outcast who repents.’

11Then Jesus continued, ‘Aman had two sons;
12 and the younger of them said to his father “Father,

give me my share of the inheritance.” So the father
divided the property between them.

13Afewdays later theyounger songot togetherall that
he had, and went away into a distant land; and there he
squandered his inheritance by leading a dissolute life.

14Afterhehas spent all that hehad, therewas a severe
famine through all that country, and he began to be in
actual want.

15So hewent and engaged himself to one of the people
of that country, who sent him into his fields to tend pigs.

16He even longed to satisfy his hunger with the bean-
pods on which the pigs were feeding; and no one gave
him anything.
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17But, when he came to himself, he said “Howmany of
my father’s hired servants have more bread than they
can eat, while here am I starving to death!

18 I will get up and go to my father, and say to him
‘Father, I sinned against heaven and against you;

19 I amno longerfit to be called your son;makemeone
of your hired servants.’ ”

20 And he got up and went to his father. But, while
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
deeplymoved; heranand threwhisarmsroundhisneck
and kissed him.

21 “Father,” the son said, “I sinned against heaven and
against you; I am no longer fit to be called your son;
makeme one of your hired servants.”

22 But the father turned to his servants and said “Be
quick and fetch a robe – the very best – andput it onhim;
give him a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet;

23and bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat
andmakemerry;

24 for here is my son who was dead, and is alive again,
was lost, and is found.” So they beganmakingmerry.

25Meanwhile the elder son was out in the fields; but,
on coming home, when he got near the house, he heard
music and dancing,

26 and he called one of the servants and asked what it
all meant.

27 “Your brother has comeback,” the servant told him,
“and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he
has him back safe and sound.”

28Thismadehimangry, andhewouldnot go in. But his
father came out and begged him to do so.

29“No,”hesaid tohis father, “lookatall theyears Ihave
beenservingyou,withouteveroncedisobeyingyou, and
yet you have never givenme even a young goat, so that I
might have a party withmy friends.

30 But, no sooner has this son of yours come, who has
eaten up your property in the company of prostitutes,
than you have killed the fattened calf for him.”

31 “Child,” the father answered, “you are always with
me, and everything that I have is yours.

32 But how could we not celebrate and rejoice? Here
is your brother who was dead and is alive, who was lost
and is found.” ’

16
1 Jesus said to his disciples, ‘There was a rich man who
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had a steward; and this steward was maliciously ac-
cused to him of wasting his estate.

2 So the master called him and said “What is this that
I hear about you? Give in your accounts, for you cannot
act as steward any longer.”

3 “What am I to do,” the steward asked himself, “now
that my master is taking the steward’s place away from
me? I have not strength to dig, and I amashamed to beg.

4 I know what I will do, so that, as soon as I am turned
out of my stewardship, people may welcome me into
their homes.”

5One by one he called up his master’s debtors. “How
much do you owemymaster?” he asked of the first.

6“Fourhundredand forty gallonsof oil,”answered the
man. “Here is your agreement,” he said; “sit down at
once andmake it two hundred and twenty.”

7 And you, the steward said to the next, “how much
do you owe?” “Seventy quarters of wheat,” he replied.
“Here is your agreement,” the steward said; “make it
fifty-six.”

8His master complimented this dishonest steward on
the shrewdness of his action. And indeed men of the
world are shrewder in dealing with their fellow men
than those who have the light.

9 And I say to you “Win friends for yourselves with
yourdishonestmoney,” so that, when it comes to an end,
theremay be awelcome for you into the Eternal Home.

10 The person who is trustworthy in the smallest mat-
ter is trustworthy inagreatonealso; andthepersonwho
isdishonest in thesmallestmatter isdishonest inagreat
one also.

11 So, if you have proved untrustworthy with the dis-
honestmoney, whowill trust youwith the true?

12 And, if you have proved untrustworthy with what
doesnotbelongtous,whowill giveyouwhat isreallyour
own?

13 No servant can serve two masters, for, either they
will hate one and love the other, or else they will attach
themselves to one and despise the other. You cannot
serve both God andmoney.’

14 All this was said within hearing of the Pharisees, who
were lovers of money, and they began to sneer at Jesus.

15 ‘You,’ said Jesus, ‘are the ones who justify themselves
before the world, but God can read your hearts; and
what is highly esteemed among peoplemay be an abom-
ination in the sight of God.
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16The Law and the prophets sufficed until the time of
John. Since then the good news of the kingdom of God
hasbeen told, and everybodyhas been forcing theirway
into it.

17 It would be easier for the heavens and the earth to
disappear than for one stroke of a letter in the Law to be
lost.

18 Everyone who divorces his wife and marries an-
other woman is an adulterer, and the man whomarries
a divorcedwoman is an adulterer.

19 There was once a rich man, who dressed in purple
robes and fine linen, and feasted every day in great
splendour.

20 Near his gateway there had been laid a beggar
named Lazarus, whowas coveredwith sores,

21 and who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell
fromtherichman’s table. Eventhedogscameandlicked
his sores.

22After a time the beggar died, and was taken by the
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and
was buried.

23 In Hades he looked up in his torment, and saw
Abraham at a distance and Lazarus at his side.

24Sohe called out “Pityme, FatherAbraham, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue, for I am suffering agony in this flame.”

25 “Child,” answered Abraham, “remember that you in
your lifetime received what you thought desirable, just
as Lazarus received what was not desirable; but now he
has his consolation here, while you are suffering agony.

26And not only that, but between you and us there lies
a great chasm, so that those whowish to pass from here
to you cannot, nor can they cross from there to us.”

27 “Then, Father,” he said, “I beg you to send Lazarus to
my father’s house

28 where I have five brothers, to warn them, so that
they will not also come to this place of torture.”

29 “They have thewritings ofMoses and the prophets,”
replied Abraham. “Let them listen to them.”

30 “But, Father Abraham,” he urged, “if someone from
the deadwere to go to them, they would repent.”

31 “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets,”
answered Abraham, “they will not be persuaded, even
if someonewere to rise from the dead.” ’
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17
1 Jesus said to his disciples, ‘It is inevitable that there

should be temptations but sorrow awaits the person
who does the tempting!

2Itwouldbebetter for themif theyhadbeenflung into
the sea with a millstone round their neck, rather than
that they should cause even one of these little ones to
stumble.

3 Be on your guard! If your brother or sister does
wrong, rebuke them; but if they repent, forgive them.

4 Even if they wrong you seven times a day, but turns
to youevery timeand says “I amsorry,” youmust forgive
them.’

5 ‘Give us more faith,’ said the apostles to theMaster;
6 but the Master said, ‘If your faith were only like a

mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree “Be
uprooted andplanted in the sea,” and itwould obey you.

7 Which of you, if he had a servant ploughing, or
tending the sheep, would say to him, when he came in
from thefields, “Comeat once and take yourplace at the
table,”

8 Instead of saying “Preparemy dinner, and thenmake
yourself readyandservemewhile Iameatinganddrink-
ing, and after that youwill eat and drink yourself”?

9Does he feel grateful to his servant for doingwhat he
is told?

10And so with you – when you have done all that you
havebeen told, still say “Wearebut useless servants; we
have done nomore thanwe ought to have done.” ’

11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus passed between Samaria
and Galilee.

12As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.
13 Standing still, some distance off, they called out loudly,

‘Jesus! Sir! Pity us!’
14WhenJesus sawthem,he said, ‘Goandshowyourselves

to the priest.’ And, as they were on their way, they were
made clean.

15One of them, finding he was cured, came back, praising
God loudly,

16and threwhimself on his face at Jesus’ feet, thanking him
for what he had done; and this manwas a Samaritan.

17 ‘Were not all the ten made clean? exclaimed Jesus.
But the nine –where are they?

18WeretherenonetocomebackandpraiseGodexcept
this foreigner?
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19Getup,’he said to him, ‘andgoonyourway. Your faith
has delivered you.’

20 Being once asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom
of God was to come, Jesus answered, ‘The kingdom of God
does not come in a way that can be seen,

21norwillpeople say “Look,here it is!” or “There it is!”;
for the kingdom of God is within you!

22The day will come,’ he said to his disciples, ‘when you
will long to seebut oneof thedays of the SonofMan, and
will not see it.

23People will say to you “There he is!” Or “Here he is!”
Do not go and follow them.

24For, just as lightning will lighten and flare from one
side of the heavens to the other, sowill it bewith the Son
ofMan.

25 But first he must undergo much suffering, and he
must be rejected by the present generation.

26As itwas in thedays ofNoah, sowill it be again in the
days of the Son ofMan.

27 They were eating and drinking and marrying and
beingmarried,uptotheverydayonwhichNoahentered
theark, and then thefloodcameanddestroyed themall.

28 So, too, in the days of Lot. People were eating,
drinking, buying, selling, planting, building;

29but, on theverydayonwhichLotcameoutofSodom,
it rained fire and sulphur from the skies and destroyed
them all.

30ItwillbethesameonthedayonwhichtheSonofMan
reveals himself.

31 On that day, if a person is on their house-top and
their goods in the house, they must not go down to get
them; nor againmust one who is on the farm turn back.

32Remember Lot’s wife.
33Whoever is eager to get themost out of their lifewill

lose it; but whoever will lose it will preserve it.
34On that night, I tell you, of two people on the same

bed, one will be taken and the other left;
35 of two women grinding grain together, one will be

taken and the other left.’
36 *
37 ‘Where will it be, Master?’ asked the disciples. ‘Where

there is a body,’ said Jesus, ‘there will the vultures flock.’

* 17:36 Some later manuscripts add: There will be two in the field; one will be
taken and the other left.
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18
1 Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they

should always pray and never despair.
2 ‘There was,’ he said, ‘in a certain town a judge, who

had no fear of God nor regard for people.
3 In the same town therewas awidowwhowent to him

again and again, and said “Grant me justice against my
opponent.”

4 For a time the judge refused, but afterwards he said
to himself “Although I amwithout fear of God or regard
for people,

5 yet, as this widow is so troublesome, I will grant her
justice, to stop her from plaguing me with her endless
visits.” ’

6 Then the Master added, ‘Listen to what this iniquitous
judge says!

7And God – won’t he see that his own people, who cry
tohimnight andday, have justice done them – thoughhe
holds his hand?

8Hewill, I tell you, give them justice soon enough! Yet,
when the Son ofMan comes, will he find faith on earth?’

9Another time, speaking to people who were satisfied that
they were religious, and who regarded everyone else with
scorn, Jesus told this parable –

10 ‘Two men went up into the Temple Courts to pray.
Onewas a Pharisee and the other a tax-gatherer.

11 The Pharisee stood forward and began praying to
himself in this way – “God, I thank you that I am not like
other men – thieves, rogues, adulterers – or even like
this tax-gatherer.

12 I fast twice a week, and give a tenth of everything I
get to God.”

13Meanwhile the tax-gatherer stood at a distance, not
venturing even to raise his eyes to heaven, but he kept
striking his breast and saying “God, have mercy on me,
a sinner.”

14 This man, I tell you, went home pardoned, rather
than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, while everyone who humbles himself will be
exalted.’

15 Some of the people were bringing even their babies to
Jesus, for him to touch them; but, when the disciples saw it,
they began to find fault with those who had brought them.

16 Jesus, however, called the little children to him. ‘Let the
little children come to me,’ he said, ‘and do not hinder
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them, for it is to the childlike that the kingdom of God
belongs.

17 I tell you, unless aman receives the kingdom of God
like a child, he will not enter it at all.’

18And one of the leaders asked Jesus this question – ‘Good
teacher, what must I do if I am to gain eternal life?’

19 ‘Whydo you callme good?’ answered Jesus. ‘No one is
good but God.

20Youknow the commandments –Donot commit adul-
tery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not say what is false
about others, Honour your father and yourmother.’

21 ‘I have observed all these,’ he replied, ‘from childhood.’
22Hearing this, Jesus said to him, ‘There is one thing still

lacking in you; sell everything that you have, and dis-
tribute to the poor, and you will have wealth in heaven;
then come and followme.’

23 But the man became greatly distressed on hearing this,
for he was extremely rich.

24Seeing this, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Howhard it is for
the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!

25 It is easier, indeed, for a camel to get through a
needle’s eye than for a rich person to enter the kingdom
of God!’

26 ‘Thenwho can be saved?’ asked those who heard this.
27 But Jesus said, ‘What is impossible with people is

possible with God.’
28 ‘But we,’ said Peter, ‘we left what belonged to us and

followed you.’
29 ‘I tell you,’ he answered, ‘that there is no onewho has

left house, or wife, or brothers, or parents, or children,
for the sake of the kingdom of God,

30 who will not receive many times as much in the
present, and in the age that is coming eternal life.’

31Gathering the Twelve roundhim, Jesus said to them, ‘Lis-
ten! Weare going up to Jerusalem; and there everything
that is written in the prophets will be done to the Son of
Man.

32 For he will be given up to the Gentiles, mocked,
insulted and spat on;

33 they will scourge him, and then put him to death;
and on the third day he will rise again.’

34 The apostles did not comprehend any of this. His mean-
ing was unintelligible to them and they did not understand
what he was saying.
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35As Jesuswas getting near Jericho, a blindmanwas sitting
by the roadside, begging.

36Hearing a crowd going by, the man asked what was the
matter;

37 and, when people told him that Jesus of Nazareth was
passing,

38he shouted out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, take pity onme!’
39Those whowere in front kept telling him to be quiet, but

he continued to call out the louder, ‘Son of David, take pity on
me!’

40 Then Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought
to him. And, when he had come close up to him, Jesus asked
him,

41 ‘What do youwantme to do for you?’
‘Master,’ he said, ‘I want to recover my sight.’
42 And Jesus said, ‘Recover your sight, your faith has

delivered you.’
43 Instantly he recovered his sight, and began to follow

Jesus, praising God. And all the people, on seeing it, gave
glory to God.

19
1 Jesus entered Jerichoandmadehisway through the town.
2Therewas aman there, knownby the name of Zacchaeus,

who was a senior tax collector and a richman.
3He tried to see what Jesus was like; but, being short, he

was unable to do so because of the crowd.
4 So he ran on ahead and climbed into a mulberry tree to

see Jesus, for he knew that hemust pass that way.
5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to

him, ‘Zacchaeus, be quick and come down, for I must
stop at your house today.’

6 So Zacchaeus got down quickly, and joyfully welcomed
him.

7On seeing this, everyone began to complain, ‘He has gone
to stay with amanwho is an outcast.’

8 But Zacchaeus stood forward and said to the Master,
‘Listen, Master! I will give half my property to the poor, and,
if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give him back
four times as much.’

9 ‘Salvation has come to this house today,’ answered
Jesus, ‘for even thisman is a son of Abraham.

10TheSonofManhas come to search for thosewhoare
lost and to save them.’

11As the people were listening to this, Jesus went on to tell
them a parable. He did so because he was near Jerusalem,
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and because they thought that the kingdomof Godwas going
to be proclaimed at once.

12He said, ‘A nobleman once went to a distant country
to receive his appointment to a kingdom and then re-
turn.

13 He called ten of his servants and gave them ten
pounds of silver each, and told them to trade with them
during his absence.

14Buthis subjectshatedhimandsent envoysafterhim
to say “Wewill not have thisman as our king.”

15 On his return, after having been appointed king,
he directed that the servants to whom he had given his
money should be summoned, so that he might learn
what amount of trade they had done.

16 The first came up, and said “Sir, your ten pounds
havemade a hundred.”

17 “Well done, good servant!” exclaimed the master.
“As youhave proved trustworthy in a very smallmatter,
I appoint you governor over ten towns.”

18When the second came, he said “Your ten pounds,
Sir, have produced fifty.”

19 So the master said to him “And you I appoint over
five towns.”

20 Another servant also came and said “Sir, here are
your ten pounds; I have kept them put away in a hand-
kerchief.

21For Iwas afraid of you, because you are a sternman.
You take what you have not planted, and reap what you
have not sown.”

22 The master answered “Out of your own mouth I
judge you, you worthless servant. You knew that I am a
sternman, that I take what I have not planted, and reap
what I have not sown?

23Thenwhydidn’t you putmymoney into a bank? And
I, onmy return, could have claimed it with interest.

24 Take away from him the ten pounds,” he said to
those standing by, “and give them to the onewhohas the
hundred.”

25 “But, Sir,” they said, “he has a hundred pounds
already!”

26“I tell you,”heanswered, “that, tohimwhohas,more
will be given, but, fromhimwho has nothing, evenwhat
he has will be taken away.

27 But as for my enemies, these men who would not
have me as their king, bring them here and put them to
death inmy presence.” ’
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28 After saying this, Jesus went on in front, going up to
Jerusalem.

The Last Days
29 It was when Jesus had almost reached Bethphage and

Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, that he sent on two of the
disciples.

30 ‘Go to the village facing us,’ he said, ‘and, when you
get there, youwill find a foal tethered, which no one has
yet ridden; untie it and lead it here.

31And, if anybody asks you “Why are you untying it?”,
you are to say this – “TheMaster wants it.” ’

32So the twowhowere sent went and found it as Jesus had
told them.

33While theywere untying the foal, the owners asked them
– ‘Why are you untying the foal?’

34And the two disciples answered – ‘TheMaster wants it.’
35 Then they led it back to Jesus, and threw their cloaks on

the foal and put Jesus on it.
36As he went along, the people kept spreading their cloaks

in the road.
37When he had almost reached the place where the road

led down theMount ofOlives, everyone of themanydisciples
began in their joy topraiseGod loudly for all themiracles that
they had seen:
38 ‘Blessed is He who comes – our king – in the name of the

Lord!
Peace in heaven,

and glory on high.’
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher,
restrain your disciples.’
40But Jesus answered, ‘I tell you that if they are silent, the
stones will call out.’

41When he drew near, on seeing the city, he wept over it,
and said,

42 ‘If only you had known, while yet there was time –
even you – the things thatmake for peace! But now they
have been hidden from your sight.

43 For a time is coming when your enemies will sur-
round you with earthworks, and encircle you, and hem
you in on all sides;

44theywill trampleyoudownandyourchildrenwithin
you, and theywill not leave in you one stone on another,
because you did not know the time of your visitation.’

45 Jesuswent into the Temple Courts and began to drive out
those whowere selling,
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46 saying as he did so, ‘Scripture says – “My house will
be a house of prayer”; but you have made it a den of
robbers.’

47 Jesus continued to teach each day in the Temple Courts;
but the chief priests and teachers of the Law were eager to
take his life, and so also were the leaders of the people.

48Yet they could not see what to do, for the people all hung
on his words.

20
1On one of these days, when Jesus was teaching the people

in the Temple Courts and telling the good news, the chief
priests and the teachers of the Law, joined by the elders,
confronted him,

2 and addressing him, said, ‘Tell us what authority you
have to do these things. Who is it who has given you this
authority?’

3 ‘I, too,’ said Jesus in reply, ‘will ask you one question.
Giveme an answer to it.

4 It is about John’s baptism – was it of divine or of
human origin?’

5 But they began arguing together, ‘If we say “divine,” he
will say “Why didn’t you believe him?”

6 But, if we say “human,” the people will all stone us, for
they are persuaded that John was a prophet.’

7 So they answered that they did not know its origin.
8 ‘Then I,’ said Jesus, ‘refuse to tell you what authority I

have to do these things.’
9 But Jesus began to tell the people this parable – ‘A man

once planted a vineyard, and then let it out to tenants,
andwent abroad for a long while.

10At the proper time he sent a servant to the tenants,
so that they could give him a share of the produce of the
vineyard. The tenants, however, beat him and sent him
away empty-handed.

11The owner afterwards sent another servant; but the
tenants beat and insulted this man too, and sent him
away empty-handed.

12He sent a third; but theywounded thismanalso, and
threw him outside.

13 “What should I do?” said the owner of the vineyard.
“Iwill sendmy son,who is verydear tome. Perhaps they
will respect him.”
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14 But, on seeing him, the tenants consulted with one
another. “Here is the heir!” they said. “Let us kill him,
and then the inheritance will become ours.”

15 So they threw him outside the vineyard and killed
him. Now what will the owner of the vineyard do to
them?

16Hewill comeandput those tenants todeath, andwill
let the vineyard to others.’
‘Heaven forbid!’ they exclaimedwhen they heard it.
17 But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘What then is the

meaning of this passage? –
“The stone which the builders despised has now itself

become the cornerstone.”
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be dashed to
pieces,while anyoneonwhomit falls – itwill scatterhim
as dust.’

19 After this the teachers of the Law and the chief priest
were eager to lay hands on Jesus then and there, but they
were afraid of the people; for they saw that it was at them
that he had aimed this parable.

20Having watched their opportunity, they afterwards sent
some spies, who pretended to be good men, to catch Jesus in
the course of conversation, and so enable them to give him
up to the Governor’s jurisdiction and authority.

21 These spies asked Jesus a question. They said, ‘Teacher,
we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and
that you do not take any account of a person’s position, but
teach the way of God honestly;

22are we right in paying tribute to the Emperor or not?’
23 Seeing through their deceitfulness, Jesus said to them,
24 ‘Showme a coin. Whose head and title are on it?’
25 ‘The Emperor’s,’ they said; and Jesus replied, ‘Well then,

pay to the Emperorwhat belongs to the Emperor, and to
Godwhat belongs to God.’

26 They could not object to this answer before the people;
and, in their wonder at his reply, they held their tongues.

27Presently there came up some Sadducees, whomaintain
that there is no resurrection. Their question was this –

28 ‘Teacher, Moses laid down for us in his writings that –
“Should a man’s married brother die, and should he be

childless, the man should take the widow as his wife,
and raise up a family for his brother.”

29Well, there were once seven brothers; of whom the eldest,
after taking a wife, died childless.
30The second and third brothers both took her as their wife;
31and so, too, did all seven – dying without children.
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32The woman herself was the last to die.
33About thewoman, then – at the resurrection, whosewife is
she to be, all seven brothers having had her as their wife?’

34 ‘Themenandwomenof thisworld,’ said Jesus, ‘marry
and are given inmarriage;

35 but, for those who are thought worthy to attain to
that other world and the resurrection from the dead,
there is nomarrying or beingmarried,

36 nor indeed can they die again, for they are like
angels and, having shared in the resurrection, they are
God’s children.

37 As to the fact that the dead rise, even Moses indi-
cated that, in the passage about the Bush, when he calls
the Lord –
“TheGod of Abraham, and theGod of Isaac, and theGod

of Jacob.”
38Now he is not God of dead people, but of living. For in
his sight all are alive.’

39 ‘Well said, teacher!’ exclaimed some of the teachers of
the Law,

40 for they did not venture to question him any further.
41 But Jesus said to them, ‘How is it that people say that

the Christ is to be David’s son?
42For David, in the book of Psalms, says himself –

“The Lord said tomy lord: Sit atmy right hand,
43until I put your enemies as a stool for your feet.”
44David, then, calls him “lord,” sohow is heDavid’s son?’

45 While all the people were listening, Jesus said to the
disciples,

46 ‘Be on your guard against the teachers of the Law,
who delight to walk about in long robes, and like to be
greeted in the streets with respect, and to have the best
seats in the synagogues, and places of honour at dinner.

47These are the men who rob widows of their houses,
and make a pretence of saying long prayers. Their
sentence will be all the heavier.’

21
1 Looking up, Jesus saw the rich people putting their gifts

into the chests for the Temple offerings.
2He saw, too, a widow in poor circumstances putting two

small coins into them.
3 ‘I tell you’, he said ‘that this poor widow has put in

more than all the others;
4 for everyone else here put in something from what

he had to spare, while she, in her need, has put in all she
had to live on.’
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5When some of them spoke about the Temple being deco-
rated with beautiful stones and offerings, Jesus said,

6 ‘As for these things that you are looking at, a time is
coming when not one stone will be left on another here.
Every one will be thrown down.’

7 So the disciples questioned Jesus, ‘But, teacher, when will
this happen? Andwhat sign will there be when this is near?’

8 And Jesus said, ‘See that you are not led astray; for
manywill takemyname, and come saying “I amHe,” and
“The time is close at hand.” Do not follow them.

9And,when youhear ofwars anddisturbances, do not
be terrified, for these things must occur first; but the
endwill not be at once.’

10 Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation
and kingdom against kingdom,

11 and there will be great earthquakes, and plagues
and famines in various places, and therewill be terrible
appearances and signs in the heavens.

12Before all this, theywill lay hands on you and perse-
cute you, and theywill betray you to synagogues andput
you inprison,whenyouwillbebroughtbeforekingsand
governors for the sake ofmy name.

13Thenwill be your opportunity of witnessing forme.
14Make up yourminds, therefore, not to prepare your

defence;
15 for Iwillmyself give youwords, andawisdomwhich

all your opponents together will be unable to resist or
defy.

16Youwillbebetrayedevenbyyourparentsandbroth-
ers and sisters and relatives and friends, and they will
cause some of you to be put to death,

17and youwill be hated by everyone because ofmemy
name.

18Yet not a single hair of your heads will be lost!
19By your endurance youwill win yourselves life.
20As soon, however, as you see Jerusalem surrounded

byarmedcamps, thenyoumayknowthat thehourofher
desecration is at hand.

21Then those of youwho are in Judeamust take refuge
in themountains, thosewhoare in Jerusalemmust leave
at once, and those who are in the country places must
not go into it.

22 For these are to be the days of vengeance, when all
that scripture says will be fulfilled.

23 Alas for pregnant women, and for those who are
nursing infants in those days! For there will be great
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suffering in the land, and anger against this people.
24 They will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be

taken prisoners to every land, and Jerusalem will be
under the heel of the Gentiles, until their day is over –
as it will be.

25 There will be signs, too, in the sun and moon and
stars, and on the earth despair among the nations, in
their dismay at the roar of the sea and the surge.

26People’s heartswill fail them through dread ofwhat
is coming upon the world; for the forces of the heavens
will be convulsed.

27 Then will be seen the Son of Man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory.

28And,when these things begin to occur, lookupwards
and lift yourheads, foryourdeliverancewillbeathand.’

29 Then he taught them a lesson, saying – ‘Look at the fig
tree and all the other trees.

30As soonas they shoot, youknow, as you lookat them,
without being told, that summer is near.

31 And so may you, as soon as you see these things
happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.

32 I tell you that even the present generation will not
pass away until all has taken place.

33 The heavens and the earth will pass away, but my
words will never pass away.

34Be on your guard or your minds will become dulled
by debauches or drunkenness or the anxieties of life,
and “that day”will close on you suddenly like a trap.

35For itwill comeonallwhoare livingupon the faceof
the whole earth.

36Be on the watch at all times, and pray that you may
have strength to escape all that is destined to happen,
and to stand in the presence of the Son ofMan.’

37During the days, Jesus continued to teach in the Temple
Courts, but hewent out and spent the nights on the hill called
the “Mount of Olives.”

38And all the peoplewould get up early in themorning and
come to listen to him in the Temple Courts.

22
1The feast of theunleavenedbread, knownas thePassover,

was near.
2The chief priest and the teachers of the Lawwere looking

for an opportunity of destroying Jesus, for they were afraid
of the people.
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3Now Satan took possession of Judas, who was known as
Iscariot, and who belonged to the Twelve;

4 and he went and discussed with the chief priests and
officers in charge at the Temple the best way of betraying
Jesus to them.

5They were glad of this, and agreed to pay him.
6So Judasassented, and looked foranopportunity tobetray

Jesus to them, in the absence of a crowd.
7 When the day of the Festival of the unleavened bread

came, on which the Passover lambs had to be killed,
8 Jesus sent forward Peter and John, saying to them, ‘Go

andmake preparations for our eating the Passover.’
9 ‘Wheredo youwishus tomakepreparations?’ they asked.
10 ‘Listen,’ he answered, ‘when you have reached the

city, a man carrying a pitcher of water will meet you;
follow him into whatever house he enters;

11 and you will say to the owner of the house “The
teacher says to you – Where is the room where I am to
eat the Passover withmy disciples?”

12Themanwill showyoua largeupstairsroom, setout;
theremake preparations.’

13 So Peter and John went on, and found everything just as
Jesus had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

14When the time came, Jesus tookhis place at the table, and
the apostles with him.

15 ‘I have most earnestly wished,’ he said, ‘to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer.

16 For I tell you that I will not eat it again, until it has
had its fulfilment in the kingdom of God.’

17 Then, on receiving a cup, after saying the thanksgiving,
he said, ‘Take this and share it among you.

18For I tell you that I will not, after today, drink of the
fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God has come.’

19Then Jesus took somebread, and, after saying the thanks-
giving, broke it and gave to them,with thewords, ‘This ismy
body.

20 *
21Yet see! The hand of theman who is betrayingme is

besideme on the table!
22True, the Son ofMan is passing, by theway ordained

for him, yet alas for that man by whom he is being
betrayed!’
* 22:20 Some later manuscripts add: which is now to be given on your behalf.
Do this inmemory of me. And in the samewaywith the cup, after supper, saying:
‘This cup is the New Covenant made by my blood which is being poured out on
your behalf.’
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23Then they began questioning one anotherwhich of them
it could be whowas going to do this.

24Andadispute arose among themas towhich of themwas
to be regarded as the greatest.

25 Jesus, however, said, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and their oppressors are styled “Benefac-
tors.”

26 But with you it must not be so. No, let the greatest
amongyoubecome like theyoungest, andhimwho leads
like himwho serves.

27Which is the greater – the master at the table or his
servant? Is not it the master at the table? Yet I myself
am among you as one who serves.

28You are themenwho have stood byme inmy trials;
29and, just as my Father has assignedme a kingdom, I

assign you places,
30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my

kingdom, and be seated on twelve thrones as judges of
the twelve tribes of Israel.

31Simon! Simon! listen. Satan demanded leave to sift
you all like wheat,

32 but I prayed for you, Simon, that your faith should
not fail. And you, when you have returned tome, are to
strengthen the others.’

33 ‘Master,’ said Peter, ‘with you I am ready to go both to
prison and to death.’

34 ‘I tell you, Peter,’ replied Jesus, ‘the cockwill not crow
todayuntilyouhavedisownedallknowledgeofmethree
times.’

35 Then he said to them all, ‘When I sent you out as my
messengers, without either purse, or bag, or sandals,
were you in need of anything?’
‘No; nothing,’ they answered.
36 ‘Now,however,’hesaid, ‘hewhohasapursemust take

it and his bag as well; and he who has not must sell his
cloak and buy a sword.

37 For, I tell you, that passage of scripture must be
fulfilled in me, which says – “He was counted among
the godless”; indeed all that refers to me is finding its
fulfilment.’

38 ‘Master,’ they exclaimed, ‘look, here are two swords!’
‘Enough!’ said Jesus.

39 Jesus then went out, and made his way as usual to the
Mount of Olives, followed by his disciples.
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40 And, when he reached the spot, he said to them, ‘Pray
that youmay not fall into temptation.’

41Thenhewithdrewabout a stone’s throw, and knelt down
and began to pray.

42 ‘Father,’ he said, ‘if it is your pleasure, spare me this
cup; only, notmywill but yours be done.’

43 Presently there appeared to him an angel from heaven,
who strengthened him.†

44And, as his anguish became intense, he prayed still more
earnestly,whilehis sweatwas likegreatdropsofblood falling
on the ground.

45Thenhe rose frompraying, and came to the disciples and
found them sleeping for sorrow.

46 ‘Why are you asleep?’ he asked them. ‘Rise and pray
so that you don’t fall into temptation.’

47While he was still speaking, a crowd appeared in sight,
ledby themancalled Judas,whowasoneof theTwelve. Judas
approached Jesus, to kiss him;

48atwhich Jesus said tohim, ‘Judas, is it byakiss that you
betray the Son ofMan?’

49 But when those who were round Jesus saw what was
going to happen, they exclaimed, ‘Master, should we use our
swords?’

50And one of them struck the high priest’s servant and cut
off his right ear;

51 at which Jesus said, ‘Let me at least do this’; and,
touching his ear, he healed the wound.

52 Then, turning to the chief priests and officers in charge
at the Temple and the elders, who had come for him, he said,
‘Have you comeout, as if after a robber,with swords and
clubs?

53 When I was with you day after day in the Temple
Courts, you did not lay hands on me; but now your time
has come, and the power of darkness.’

54Those who had taken Jesus prisoner took him away into
the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance.

55But,when theyhad lit a fire in the centre of the courtyard
andhadall sat down there, Peter seatedhimself in themiddle
of them.

56Presently amaidservant sawhimsittingnear theblazeof
the fire. She looked carefully at him and said, ‘Why, this man
was one of his companions!’

57But Peter denied it. ‘I do not know him,’ he replied.
† 22:43 Some later manuscripts do not contain verses 43 or 44.
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58A little while afterwards someone else – aman – sawhim
and said, ‘Why, you are one of them!’
‘No,’ Peter said, ‘I am not.’
59 About an hour later another man declared positively,

‘Thisman alsowas certainlywith him. Why, he is a Galilean!’
60 But Peter said, ‘I do not know what you are speaking

about.’ Instantly, while he was still speaking, a cock crowed.
61 And the Master turned and looked at Peter; and Peter

remembered the words that the Master had said to him –
‘Before a cock has crowed today, you will disown me
three times’;

62and he went outside and wept bitterly.

63 The men who held Jesus kept making sport of him and
beating him.

64 They blindfolded him and then questioned him. ‘Now
play the prophet,’ they said. ‘Whowas it that struck you?’

65And they heapedmany other insults on him.

66At daybreak the assembly of the elders of the peoplemet
– both the chief priests and the teachers of the Law – and took
Jesus before their High Council.

67 ‘If you are the Christ,’ they said, ‘tell us so.’
‘If I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘youwill not believeme;
68and, if I question you, youwill not answer.
69But from this hour the Son of Man will be seated on

the right hand of God Almighty.’
70 ‘Are you, then, the SonofGod?’ they all asked. ‘It is true,’

answered Jesus, ‘I am.’
71 At this they exclaimed, ‘Why do we want any more

evidence? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!’

23
1Then they all rose in a body and led Jesus before Pilate.
2 And they began to accuse him, ‘This is a man whom we

found misleading our people, preventing them from paying
taxes to theEmperor, and giving out that hehimself is “Christ,
a king.” ’

3 ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked him. ‘It is
true,’ replied Jesus.

4But Pilate, turning to the chief priests and thepeople, said,
‘I do not see anything to find fault with in this man.’

5 But they insisted, ‘He is stirring up the people by his
teaching all through Judea; he began with Galilee and has
now come here.’

6Hearing this, Pilate asked if the manwas a Galilean;
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7 and, having satisfied himself that Jesus came under
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who also was at
Jerusalem at the time.

8When Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly pleased, for
he had beenwanting to see him for a long time, having heard
a great deal about him; and he was hoping to see some sign
given by him.

9 So he questioned him at some length, but Jesus made no
reply.

10Meanwhile the chief priests and the teachers of the Law
stood by and vehemently accused him.

11 And Herod, with his soldiers, treated Jesus with scorn;
hemocked him by throwing a gorgeous robe round him, and
then sent him back to Pilate.

12And Herod and Pilate became friends that very day, for
before that there had been ill-will between them.

13 So Pilate summoned the chief priests, and the leading
men, and the people,

14 and said to them, ‘You brought this man before me
charged with misleading the people; and yet, for my part,
though I examined him before you, I did not find this man to
blame for any of the things of which you accuse him;

15nor didHerod either; for he has sent himback to us. And,
as a fact, he has not done anything deserving death;

16 so I will have him scourged, and then release him.’
17 *
18But they began to shout as one man, ‘Kill this fellow, but

release Barabbas for us.’
19 (Barabbas was a man who had been put in prison for a

riot that had broken out in the city and for murder.)
20 Pilate, however, wanting to release Jesus, called to them

again;
21but they kept calling out, ‘Crucify, crucify him!’
22 ‘Why, what harm has thisman done?’ Pilate said to them

for the third time. ‘I have found nothing in him for which he
could be condemned to death. So I will have him scourged,
and then release him.’

23 But they persisted in loudly demanding his crucifixion;
and their clamour gained the day.

24Pilate decided that their demand should be granted.
25He released themanwho had been put in prison for riot

andmurder, as they demanded, and gave Jesus up to be dealt
with as they pleased.

* 23:17 Some later manuscripts add: He had to release someone to them at the
feast.
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26 And, as they were leading Jesus away, they laid hold of
Simon fromCyrene, whowas on hisway in from the country,
and they put the cross on his shoulders, for him to carry it
behind Jesus.

27 There was a great crowd of people following him, many
beingwomenwhowere beating their breasts andwailing for
him.

28So Jesus turnedand said to them, ‘Womenof Jerusalem,
donotweepforme,butweepforyourselvesandforyour
children.

29 A time, I tell you, is coming, when it will be said –
“Happy are the women who are barren, and those who
have never borne children or nursed them!”

30 At that time people will begin to say to the moun-
tains “Fall on us,” and to the hills “Cover us.”

31 If what you see is done while the tree is green, what
will happenwhen it is dry?’

32 There were two others also, criminals, led out to be
executed with Jesus.

33 When they had reached the place called “The Skull,”
there they crucified Jesus and the criminals, one on the right,
and one on the left.

34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; they do not
knowwhat they aredoing.’ His clothes they divided among
them by casting lots.

35Meanwhile thepeople stood lookingon. Even the leading
men saidwith a sneer, ‘He saved others, let him save himself,
if he is God’s Christ, his chosen one.’

36 The soldiers, too, came up in mockery, bringing him
commonwine,

37and saying as they did so, ‘If you are the king of the Jews,
save yourself.’

38Above himwere the words –
“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
39One of the criminals whowere hanging beside Jesus railed
at him. ‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us,’ he said.
40But the other rebuked him. ‘Haven’t you,’ he said, ‘any fear
of God, now that you are under the same sentence?
41And we justly so, for we are only reaping our deserts, but
this man has not done anything wrong.
42 Jesus,’ he went on, ‘do not forget me when you have come
to your kingdom.’
43And Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, this very day youwill be
withme in Paradise.’

44 It was nearly midday, when a darkness came over the
whole country, lasting until three in the afternoon,
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45 the sun being eclipsed; and the Temple curtain was torn
down themiddle.

46 Then Jesus, with a loud cry, said, ‘Father, into your
hands I commit my spirit.’ And with these words he
expired.

47 The Roman centurion, on seeing what had happened,
praised God, exclaiming, ‘This must have been a goodman!’

48All the peoplewho had collected to see the sight watched
what occurred, and then went home beating their breasts.

49All the friends of Jesus had been standing at a distance,
with the womenwho accompanied him from Galilee, watch-
ing all this.

50 Now there was a man of the name of Joseph, who was
a member of the Council, and who bore a good and upright
character.

51 (This man had not assented to the decision and action of
the Council.) He belonged to Arimathea, a town in Judea, and
lived in expectation of the kingdom of God.

52Henowwent to seePilate, andasked for thebodyof Jesus;
53and, when he had taken it down, hewrapped it in a linen

sheet, and laid him in a tombcut out of stone, inwhichnoone
had yet been buried.

54 It was the Preparation day, and just before the Sabbath
began.

55 The women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee
followed, and saw the tomb and how the body of Jesus was
laid,

56and thenwent home, andprepared spices andperfumes.
The Risen Life
During the Sabbath they rested, as directed by the com-

mandment.

24
1But very early on thefirst day of theweek theywent to the

tomb, taking with them the spices that they had prepared.
2They found that the stone had been rolled away from the

tomb;
3and, on going into it, they could not find the body*.
4While they were at a loss to account for this, all at once

twomen stood beside them, in dazzling clothing.
5But,when in their fear thewomenbowed their faces to the

ground, the men said to them, ‘Why are you looking among
the dead for himwho is living?

* 24:3 Some later manuscripts add: of the Lord Jesus.
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6 † Remember how he spoke to you before he left Galilee –
7Howhe said that the SonofManmust be betrayed into the

hands of wickedmen, and be crucified, and rise again on the
third day.’

8Then they remembered the words of Jesus,
9 and, on returning from the tomb, they told all this to the

Eleven and to all the rest.
10There wereMary of Magdala, and Joanna, andMary, the

mother of James. The other women, too, spoke about this to
the apostles.

11What they said seemed to the apostles mere nonsense,
and they did not believe them.

12 ‡

13 It happened that very day that two of the disciples were
going to a village called Emmaus, which was about seven
miles from Jerusalem,

14 talking together, as they went, about all that had just
taken place.

15 While they were talking about these things and dis-
cussing them, Jesus himself came up and went on their way
with them;

16but their eyes were blinded so that they could not recog-
nise him.

17 ‘What is this that you are saying to each other as you
walk along?’ Jesus asked. They stopped, with sad looks on
their faces,

18 and then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, said to
Jesus, ‘Areyou stayingbyyourself at Jerusalem, that youhave
not heard of the things that have happened there within the
last few days?’

19 ‘What things do you mean?’ asked Jesus. ‘Why, about
Jesus of Nazareth,’ they answered, ‘who, in the eyes of God
and all the people, was a prophet, whose power was felt in
both his words and actions;

20and how the chief priests and our leadingmen gave him
up to be sentenced to death, and afterwards crucified him.

21 But we were hoping that he was the Destined Deliverer
of Israel; yes, and besides all this, it is now three days since
these things occurred.

22 And what is more, some of the women among us have
greatly astonished us. They went to the tomb at daybreak
† 24:6 Some later manuscripts add: He is not here but he has risen. ‡ 24:12
Some later manuscripts add: Peter got up and ran to the tomb. Stooping down he
saw nothing but the linenwrappings, and hewent away, wondering to himself at
what had taken place.
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23 And, not finding the body of Jesus there, came and told
us that they had seen a vision of angelswho told them that he
was alive.

24 So some of our number went to the tomb and found
everything just as the women had said, but they did not see
Jesus.’

25 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Foolish men, slow to accept
all that the prophets have said!

26Was not the Christ bound to undergo this suffering
before entering into his glory?’

27 Then, beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
explained to themall through the scriptures thepassages that
referred to himself.

28 When they got near the village to which they were
walking, Jesus appeared to be going further;

29but theypressedhimnot todo so. ‘Staywithus,’ they said,
‘for it is getting towards evening, and the sun is already low.’
So Jesus went in to stay with them.

30 After he had taken his place at the table with them, he
took the bread and said the blessing, and broke it, and gave it
to them.

31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him;
but he disappeared from their sight.

32 ‘How our hearts glowed,’ the disciples said to each other,
‘while he was talking to us on the road, and when he ex-
plained the scriptures to us!’

33Then they immediatelygotupandreturned to Jerusalem,
where they found the Eleven and their companions all to-
gether,

34who told them that the Master had really risen, and had
appeared to Simon.

35 So they also related what had happened during their
walk, and how they had recognised Jesus at the breaking of
the bread.

36 While they were still talking about these things, Jesus
himself stood among them.§

37 In their terror and alarm they thought they saw a ghost,
38 but Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you so startled? And

why do doubts arise in yourminds?
39 Look at my hands and my feet, and you will know

that it is I. Feel me, and look at me, for a ghost has not
flesh and bones, as you see that I have.’

40 *
§ 24:36 Some later manuscripts add: and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ * 24:40
Some later manuscripts add: After saying this he showed them his hands and his
feet.
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41While they were still unable to believe it all, overcome
with joy, and were wondering if it were true, Jesus said to
them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’

42They handed him a piece of broiled fish,
43and he took it and ate it before their eyes.
44 ‘This is what I told you,’ he said, ‘when I was still with

you – that everything that had beenwritten aboutme in
the LawofMoses, the prophets, and the Psalms,must be
fulfilled.’

45Then he enabled them to understand themeaning of the
scriptures, saying to them,

46 ‘Scripture says that theChristwill suffer, and thathe
will rise again from the dead on the third day,

47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins will be
proclaimed on his authority to all the nations – begin-
ning at Jerusalem.

48You yourselves are to be witnesses to all this.
49And now I am myself about to send you that which

myFatherhaspromised. Butyoumustremain in thecity
until you have been invested with power from above.’

50After this, Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and there
raised his hands and blessed them.

51As he was in the act of blessing them, he left them.†
52They returned‡ to Jerusalem full of joy;
53 and they were constantly in the Temple Courts, blessing

God.

† 24:51 Some later manuscripts add: and was carried up into heaven. ‡ 24:52
Some latermanuscripts read: Theybowed to thegroundbeforehimandreturned.



John 1:1 171 John 1:17

The
Good News According to

John
Introduction

1 In the beginning theWord was;
and theWord was with God;
and theWord was God.

2Hewas in the beginning with God;
3 through him all things came into being,
and nothing came into being apart from him.

4That which came into being in himwas life;
and the life was the light of humanity;
5and the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness never overpowered it.

6 There appeared a man sent from God, whose name was
John;

7he came as a witness – to bear witness to the light
so that through him everyonemight believe.

8Hewas not the light,
but he came to bear witness to the light.

9 That was the true light which enlightens everyone coming
into the world.

10Hewas in the world;
and through him the world came into being –
yet the world did not know him.

11He came to his own –
yet his own did not receive him.

12 But to all who did receive him he gave power to become
children of God –

to those who believe in his name.
13 For not to natural conception, nor to human instincts, nor

to humanwill did they owe the new life,
but to God.

14And theWord became human, and lived among us,
(We saw his glory – the glory of the Only Son sent from
the Father),

full of love and truth.
15 (John bears witness to him; he cried aloud – for it was he

who spoke –
‘Hewho is coming after me is now before me,
for he was ever first’);

16out of his fullness we have all received
gift after gift of love;

17 for the Lawwas given throughMoses,
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love and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18No one has ever yet seen God;

God the only Son, who is ever with the Father –
he has revealed him.

The Preparation
19 When the religious authorities in Jerusalem sent some

Priests and Levites to ask John – ‘Who are you?’,
20he told them clearly and simply, ‘I am not the Christ.’
21 ‘What then?’ they asked. ‘Are you Elijah?’
‘No,’ he said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you “the prophet”?’ He answered, ‘No.’
22 ‘Who then are you?’ they continued. ‘Tell us so that we

have an answer to give to those who have sent us. What do
you say about yourself?’

23 ‘I,’ he answered, ‘am –
“The voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness: make a

straight road for the Lord”,

as the prophet Isaiah said.’
24Thesemen had been sent from the Pharisees;
25and their next questionwas, ‘Why then do you baptise, if

you are not the Christ or Elijah or “the prophet”?’
26 John’s answerwas – ‘I baptisewithwater, but among you

stands one whom you do not know;
27 he is coming after me, yet I am not worthy even to

unfasten his sandal.’
28This happened at Bethany, across the Jordan,where John

was baptising.
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him, and

exclaimed, ‘Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!

30 I was talking about him when I said “After me there is
coming a man who ranks ahead of me, because before I was
born he already was.”

31 I did not know who he was, but I have come baptising
with water to make him known to Israel.’

32 John also said:
‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven like a dove and

rest on him.
33 Imyself did not knowhim, but hewho sentme to baptise

with water, he said to me “He on whom you see the Spirit
descending, andremainingonhim –he it iswhobaptiseswith
the Holy Spirit.”

34 This I have seen myself, and I have declared my belief
that he is the Son of God.’
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35 The next day, when John was standing with two of his
disciples,

36 he looked at Jesus as he passed and exclaimed, ‘There is
the Lamb of God!’

37The two disciples heard him say this, and followed Jesus.
38But Jesus turned round, and saw them following. ‘What

are you looking for?’ he asked. ‘Rabbi,’ they answered (or,
as we should say, “Teacher”), ‘where are you staying?’

39 ‘Come, and you will see,’ he replied. So they went, and
sawwhere he was staying, and spent that day with him.
It was then about four in the afternoon.
40One of the two, who heard what John said and followed

Jesus, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
41He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him,

‘We have found the Messiah!’ (a word whichmeans “Christ,”
or “Consecrated”.)

42 Then he brought him to Jesus. Looking straight at him,
Jesus said, ‘You are Simon, the son of John; you will be
called Cephas’ (whichmeans “Peter,” or “Rock”).

43 The following day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. He
found Philip, and said to him, ‘Followme.’

44Philipwas fromBethsaida, the same townasAndrewand
Peter.

45He foundNathanael and said to him, ‘Wehave foundhim
of whomMoses wrote in the Law, and of whom the prophets
also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, Joseph’s son!’

46 ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ asked
Nathanael. ‘Come and see,’ replied Philip.

47When Jesus sawNathanael coming towards him, he said,
‘Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is no deceit!’

48 ‘How do you knowme?’ asked Nathanael. ‘Even before
Philipcalledyou,’ replied Jesus, ‘whenyouwereunderthe
fig tree, I saw you.’

49 ‘Rabbi,’ Nathanael exclaimed, ‘you are the Son of God,
you are king of Israel!’

50 ‘Doyoubelieve inme,’ asked Jesus, ‘because I told you
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than those!

51 In truth I tell you,’ he added, ‘you will all see heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending
on the Son ofMan.’

2
TheWork in Judaea, Galilee and Samaria

1Twodaysafter this therewasaweddingatCana inGalilee,
and Jesus’mother was there.
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2 Jesus himself, too, with his disciples, was invited to the
wedding.

3 And, when the wine ran short, his mother said to him,
‘They have no wine left.’

4 ‘What do youwantwithme?’ answered Jesus. ‘My time
has not come yet.’

5Hismother said to the servants, ‘Dowhateverhe tells you.’
6 There were standing there six stone water-jars, in ac-

cordance with the Jewish rule of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons.

7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the water-jars with
water.’

8 And, when they had filled them to the brim, he added,
‘Now take some out, and carry it to the Master of the
feast.’ The servants did so.

9 And, when the Master of the feast had tasted the water
whichhadnowbecomewine, notknowingwhere ithadcome
from – although the servants who had taken out the water
knew –

10Hecalled the groomand said to him, ‘Everyoneputs good
wine on the table first, and inferior wine afterwards, when
his guests havedrunk freely; but youhave kept back the good
wine until now!’

11 This, the first sign of his mission, Jesus gave at Cana in
Galilee, andby it revealedhis glory; andhisdisciplesbelieved
in him.

12 After this, Jesus went down to Capernaum – he, his
mother, his brothers, and his disciples; but they stayed there
only a few days.

13 Then, as the Jewish Passover was near, Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.

14 In the Temple Courts he found people who were selling
bullocks, sheep, and pigeons, and the money changers at
their counters.

15 So he made a whip of cords, and drove them all out of
the Temple Courts, and the sheep and bullocks as well; he
scattered themoney of themoney changers, and overturned
their tables,

16and said to the pigeon-dealers, ‘Take these things away.
Do not turnmy Father’s house into amarket house.’

17His disciples remembered that scripture said – “Passion
for your house will consumeme.”

18Then some of the religious authorities asked Jesus, ‘What
sign are you going to show us, since you act in this way?’
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19 ‘Destroy this temple,’was his answer, ‘and I will raise
it in three days.’

20 ‘This Temple,’ the authorities replied, ‘has been forty-
six years in building, and are you going to “raise it in three
days”?’

21But Jesus was speaking of his body as a temple.
22Afterwards, when he had risen from the dead, his disci-

ples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the
passage of scripture, and the words which Jesus had spoken.

23While Jesus was in Jerusalem, during the Passover Festi-
val,many came to trust in him,when they saw the signs of his
mission that he was giving.

24 But Jesus did not put himself in their power because he
knewwhat was in their hearts.

25He did not need anyone to tell him about people because
he could read what was in them.

3
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, who was a

leadingman among his people.
2 This man came to Jesus by night, and said to him, ‘Rabbi,

we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one
could give such signs as you are giving, unless Godwerewith
him.’

3 ‘In truth I tell you,’ exclaimed Jesus, ‘unless a person is
reborn, they cannot see the kingdom of God.’

4 ‘Howcan aperson,’ askedNicodemus, ‘be bornwhen they
are old? Can they be born a second time?’

5 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘unless a person
owes their birth to water and Spirit, they cannot enter
the kingdom of God.

6All thatowes itsbirth tohumannature ishuman, and
all that owes its birth to the Spirit is spiritual.

7Do not wonder at my telling you that you all need to
be reborn.

8The wind blows wherever it wants, and you can hear
the sound itmakes, but you do not knowwhere it comes
from, or where it goes; it is the samewith everyonewho
owes his birth to the Spirit.’

9 ‘How can that be?’ asked Nicodemus.
10 ‘What! You a teacher of Israel,’ exclaimed Jesus, ‘and

yet do not understand this!
11In truth I tell you thatwespeakofwhatweknow,and

state what we have seen; and yet you do not accept our
statements.
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12 If, when I tell you earthly things, you do not believe
me, howwill you believeme when I tell you of heavenly
things?

13 No one has ascended to heaven, except him who
descended fromheaven – the Son ofMan himself.

14 And, as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so
must the Son ofMan be lifted up;

15 so that everyone who believes in him may have
eternal life.’

16ForGodso loved theworld, thathegavehisonlySon,
so thateveryonewhobelieves inhimmaynotbe lost, but
have eternal life.

17 For God did not send his Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but so that the world might be saved
through him.

18The person who believes in him escapes condemna-
tion, while the person who does not believe in him is
already condemned, because they have not believed in
the only Son of God.

19 The ground of their condemnation is this, that
though the light has come into the world, people pre-
ferred the darkness to the light, because their actions
were wicked.

20 For the person who lives an evil life hates the light,
andwill not come to it, fearing that their actions will be
exposed;

21but the personwho lives by the truth comes into the
light, so it can be clearly seen that God is in all they do.

22After this, Jesus went with his disciples into the country
parts of Judea; and there he stayed with them, and baptised.

23 John, also, was baptising at Aenon near Salim, because
there were many streams there; and people were constantly
coming and being baptised.

24 (For John had not yet been imprisoned).
25Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples

and a fellow Jew on the subject of purification;
26 and the disciples came to John and said, ‘Rabbi, the

man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan, and
to whom you have yourself borne testimony – he, also, is
baptising, and everybody is going to him.’

27 John’s answerwas – ‘A person can gain nothing butwhat
is given them from heaven.

28 You are yourselves witnesses that I said “I am not the
Christ,” but “I have been sent before him as amessenger.”
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29 It is the groomwho has the bride; but the groom’s friend,
who stands by and listens to him, is filled with joy when he
hears the groom’s voice. This joy I have felt to the full.

30Hemust become greater, and I less.’
31Hewho comes from above is above all others; but a child

of earth is earthly, and his teaching is earthly, too. He who
comes from heaven is above all others.

32He stateswhat hehas seen andwhat heheard, andyet no
one accepts his statement.

33 They who did accept his statement confirm the fact that
God is true.

34 For he whom God sent as his messenger gives us God’s
own teaching, for God does not limit the gift of the Spirit.

35 The Father loves his Son, and has put everything in his
hands.

36Thepersonwhobelieves in the Sonhas eternal life,while
a person who rejects the Son will not even see that life, but
remains under God’s displeasure.

4
1Now, when the Master heard that the Pharisees had been

told that he was making and baptising more disciples than
John

2 (Though it was not Jesus himself, but his disciples, who
baptised),

3he left Judea, and set out again for Galilee.
4He had to pass through Samaria,
5 and, on his way, he came to a Samaritan town called

Shechem, near the plot of land that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph.

6 Jacob’s Spring was there, and Jesus, being tired after his
journey, sat down beside the spring, just as he was. It was
then about midday.

7A woman of Samaria came to draw water; and Jesus said
to her – ‘Giveme some to drink,’

8For his disciples had gone into the town to buy food.
9 ‘How is it,’ replied the Samaritan woman, ‘that you who

are a Jew ask for water from a Samaritan woman like me?’
(For Jews do not associate with Samaritans).

10 ‘If you knew of the gift of God,’ replied Jesus, ‘and
who it is that is saying to you “Give me some water,”
youwouldhave askedhim, andhewouldhave given you
living water.’

11 ‘You have no bucket, Sir, and the well is deep,’ she said.
‘Where did you get that “living water?”
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12 Surely you are not greater than our ancestor Jacob who
gave us the well, and used to drink from it himself, and his
sons, and his cattle!’

13 ‘All who drink of this water,’ replied Jesus, ‘will be
thirsty again;

14butwhoever once drinks of thewater that Iwill give
himwill never thirst anymore; but the water that I will
give him will become a spring welling up within him – a
source of eternal life.’

15 ‘Giveme thiswater, Sir,’ said thewoman, ‘so that Imaynot
be thirsty, nor have to come all the way here to drawwater.’

16 ‘Goandcall yourhusband,’ said Jesus, ‘and thencome
back.’

17 ‘I have no husband,’ answered the woman. ‘You are
right in saying “I have no husband,” ’ replied Jesus,

18 ‘For you have had five husbands, and the man with
whom you are now living is not your husband; in saying
that, you have spoken the truth.’

19 ‘I see, Sir, that you are a prophet!’ exclaimed the woman.
20 ‘It was on this mountain that our ancestors worshiped;

and yet you Jews say that the proper place for worship is in
Jerusalem.’

21 ‘Believe me,’ replied Jesus, ‘a time is coming when it
will be neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem that
youwill worship the Father.

22You Samaritans do not know what you worship; we
know what we worship, for salvation comes from the
Jews.

23But a time is coming, indeed it is already here, when
the true worshipers will worship the Father spiritually
and truly; for such are the worshipers that the Father
desires.

24 God is Spirit; and those who worship him must
worship spiritually and truly.’

25 ‘I know,’ answered the woman, ‘that the Messiah, who is
called the Christ, is coming; when once he has come, he will
tell us everything.’

26 ‘I am he,’ Jesus said to her, ‘I who am speaking to you.’
27At thismomenthisdisciples cameup, andweresurprised

to find him talking with a woman; but none of them asked
“What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”

28So thewoman, leavingherpitcher,wentback to the town,
and said to the people,

29 ‘Come and see someonewho has toldme everything that
I have done. Can he be the Christ?’

30And the people left the town andwent to see Jesus.
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31Meanwhile the disciples kept saying to him, ‘Take some-
thing to eat, Rabbi.’

32 ‘I have food to eat,’ he answered, ‘of which you know
nothing.’

33 ‘Can anyone have brought him anything to eat?’ the
disciples said to one another.

34 ‘My food,’ replied Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who
sentme, and to complete his work.

35 Don’t you say that it still wants four months to
harvest? Why, look up, and see howwhite the fields are
for harvest!

36Already the reaper is receivingwages and gathering
in sheaves for eternal life, so that sower and reaper
rejoice together.

37 For here the proverb holds good – “One sows, an-
other reaps.”

38 I have sent you to reap that onwhich you have spent
no labour; others have laboured, and you have reaped
the results of their labour.’

39Many from that town came to believe in Jesus – Samar-
itans though they were – because the woman had said, “He
has told me everything that I have done.”

40 And, when these Samaritans had come to Jesus, they
begged him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.

41But far more came to believe in him because of what he
said himself,

42 and they said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of
what you say that we believe in him, for we have heard him
ourselves andknow that he really is the Saviour of theworld.’

43After these two days Jesus went on to Galilee;
44 for he himself declared that “a prophet is not honoured

in his own country.”
45When he entered Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him,

for they had seen all that he did at Jerusalem during the
Festival, at which they also had been present.

46 So Jesus came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had
turned the water into wine. Now there was one of the king’s
officers whose son was lying ill at Capernaum.

47When thismanheard that Jesushad returned fromJudea
to Galilee, hewent to him, and begged him to comedownand
cure his son; for he was at the point of death.

48 Jesus answered, ‘Unlessyouall see signsandwonders,
youwill not believe.’

49 ‘Sir,’ said the officer, ‘come down before my child dies.’
And Jesus answered, ‘Go, your son is living.’
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50Theman believed what Jesus said to him, and went;
51and,whilehewasonhiswaydown, his servantsmethim,

and told him that his child was living.
52Sohe asked thematwhat time theboybegan to get better.

‘It was yesterday, about one o’clock,’ they said, ‘that the fever
left him.’

53By this the father knew that it was at the very timewhen
Jesus had said to him “Your son is living”; and he himself,
with all his household, believed in Jesus.

54This was the second occasion on which Jesus gave a sign
of his mission on coming from Judea to Galilee.

5
1Sometime after this therewas a Jewish Festival; and Jesus

went up to Jerusalem.
2There is in Jerusalem, near the sheep-gate, abathwithfive

colonnades round it. It is called in Hebrew “Bethesda.”
3 In these colonnades a large number of sick people were

lying – blind, lame, and crippled.
4 *
5Onemanwhowas therehadbeencrippled for thirty-eight

years.
6 Jesus saw the man lying there, and, finding that he had

been in this state a long time, said to him, ‘Do youwish to be
cured?’

7 ‘I have no one, Sir,’ the sickman answered, ‘to putme into
the bath when there is a troubling of the water, and, while I
am getting to it, someone else steps down before me.’

8 ‘Stand up,’ said Jesus, ‘take up yourmat, andwalk.’
9Themanwas cured immediately, and took up hismat and

began walking.
10Now it was the Sabbath. So the religious authorities said

to the man who had been cured, ‘This is the Sabbath; you
must not carry yourmat.’

11 ‘Themanwho curedme,’ he answered, ‘said tome “Take
up yourmat andwalk.” ’

12 ‘Whowas it,’ they asked, ‘that said to you “Take up your
mat andwalk”?’

13But themanwho had been restored did not knowwho it
was; for Jesus had moved away, because there was a crowd
there.

* 5:4 Some later manuscripts add: for an angel of the Lord went down at certain
times into the pool, and stirred up the water. The first person to step in after the
stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease they had.
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14 Afterwards Jesus found the man in the Temple Courts,
and said to him, ‘You are cured now; do not sin again, or
something worsemay happen to you.’

15 The man went away, and told the authorities that it was
Jesus who had cured him.

16 And that was why they began to persecute Jesus – be-
cause he did things of this kind on the Sabbath.

17But Jesus replied, ‘My Father works to this very hour,
and I work also.’

18 This made the authorities all the more eager to kill him,
because not only was he doing away with the Sabbath, but
he actually called God his own Father – putting himself on an
equality with God.

19So Jesusmade this further reply, ‘In truth I tell you, the
Son can do nothing of himself; he does onlywhat he sees
theFatherdoing;whatever theFatherdoes, theSondoes
also.

20 For the Father loves his Son, and shows him every-
thing that he is doing; and he will show him still greater
things – so that youwill be filled with wonder.

21For, just as theFather raises thedeadandgives them
life, so also the Son gives life to whomhe pleases.

22 The Father himself does not judge any one, but has
entrusted the work of judging entirely to his Son,

23 so that everyone may honour the Son, just as they
honour the Father. The personwho does not honour the
Son fails to honour the Father who sent him.

24 In truth I tell you that the person who listens to
my message and believes him who sent me, has eternal
life, and does not come under condemnation, but has
already passed out of death into life.

25 In truth I tell you that a time is coming, indeed it is
alreadyhere,whenthedeadwill listento thevoiceof the
Son of God, andwhen those who listen will live.

26 For, just as the Father has inherent life within him,
so also he has granted to the Son to have inherent life
within him;

27and, because he is Son ofMan, he has also given him
authority to act as judge.

28Do not wonder at this; for the time is coming when
all who are in their graves will hear his voice,

29andwill come out – thosewho have done good rising
to life, and those who have lived evil lives rising for
condemnation.
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30 I candonothingofmyself; I judgeas I amtaught; and
the judgment that I give is just, becausemy aim is not to
domy ownwill, but the will of himwho sentme.

31 ‘If I bear testimony to myself, my testimony is not
trustworthy;

32 it is another who bears testimony tome, and I know
that the testimonywhich he bears tome is trustworthy.

33 You have yourselves sent to John, and he has testi-
fied to the truth.

34But the testimonywhich I receive isnot frompeople;
I am saying this for your salvation.

35Hewas the Lamp that was burning and shining, and
youwere ready to rejoice, for a time, in his light.

36But the testimony which I have is of greater weight
than John’s; for thework that the Father has givenme to
carry out – the work that I am doing – is in itself proof
that the Father has sentme as hismessenger.

37The Father who has sentme has himself borne testi-
mony to me. You have neither listened to his voice nor
seen his form,

38 and you have not taken his message home to your
hearts, because you do not believe himwhomhe sent as
hismessenger.

39 You search the scriptures, because you think that
you find in them immortal life; and, though it is those
scriptures that bear testimony tome,

40you refuse to come tome to have life.
41 ‘I do not receive honour from people,
42but I know this of you, that you have not the love of

God in your hearts.
43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not

receive me; if another comes in his own name, you will
receive him.

44Howcanyoubelieve inme,whenyoureceivehonour
from one another and do not desire the honour which
comes from the only God?

45Donot think that Iwill accuseyouto theFather; your
accuser is Moses, on whom you have been resting your
hopes.

46 For, had you believed Moses, you would have be-
lievedme, for it was ofme thatMoses wrote;

47 but, if you do not believe his writings, how will you
believemy teaching?’
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6
1 After this, Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee – otherwise

called the Lake of Tiberias.
2A great crowd of people, however, followed him, because

they saw the signs of his mission in his work among those
whowere sick.

3 Jesus went up the hill, and sat down there with his
disciples.

4 It was near the time of the Jewish Festival of the Passover.
5 Looking up, and noticing that a great crowd was coming

towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy
bread for these people to eat?’

6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he
meant to do.

7 ‘Even if we spent a years’ wages on bread,’ answered
Philip, ‘it would not be enough for each of them to have a
little.’

8 ‘There is a boyhere,’ saidAndrew, another of his disciples,
Simon Peter’s brother,

9 ‘Who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what is that
for so many?’

10 ‘Make the people sit down,’ said Jesus. It was a grassy
spot; so the people, who numbered about five thousand, sat
down,

11 and then Jesus took the loaves, and, after saying the
thanksgiving, distributed them to those who were sitting
down; and the same with the fish, giving the people as much
as they wanted.

12 When they were satisfied, Jesus said to his disciples,
‘Collect the broken pieces that are left, so that nothing
may bewasted.’

13 The disciples did so, and filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of the five barley loaves, which were left after all had
eaten.

14 When the people saw the signs which Jesus gave, they
said, ‘This is certainly the prophet who was to come into the
world.’

15But Jesus, having discovered that they were intending to
come and carry him off to make him king, went again up the
hill, quite alone.

16When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea,
17and, getting into a boat, began to cross to Capernaum. By

this timedarknesshad set in, and Jesushadnot yet comeback
to them;

18 the sea, too, was getting rough, for a strong wind was
blowing.
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19When they had rowed three or four miles, they caught
sight of himwalking on the water and approaching the boat,
and they were frightened.

20But Jesus said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid!’
21 And after this they were glad to take him into the boat;

and the boat at once arrived off the shore, forwhich they had
beenmaking.

22Thepeoplewhoremainedon theother sideof the seahad
seen that only oneboathadbeen there, and that Jesushadnot
gone into it with his disciples, but that they had left without
him.

23Someboats, however, had come fromTiberias, fromnear
the spotwhere they had eaten the bread after theMaster had
said the thanksgiving.

24 So, on the next day, when the people saw that Jesus was
not there, or his disciples either, they themselves got into the
boats, and went to Capernaum to look for him.

25 And, when they found him on the other side of the sea,
they said, ‘When did you get here, Rabbi?’

26 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘it is not because
of the signs which you saw that you are looking for me,
but because you had the bread to eat andwere satisfied.

27Work, not for the food thatperishes, but for the food
that lasts for eternal life, which the Son ofManwill give
you; foronhimtheFather –Godhimself –has set the seal
of his approval.’

28 ‘How,’ they asked, ‘are we to do the work that God wants
us to do?’

29 ‘The work that God wants you to do,’ answered Jesus,
‘is to believe in himwhomGod sent as hismessenger.’

30 ‘What sign, then,’ they asked, ‘are you giving, which we
may see, and so believe you? What is the work that you are
doing?

31 Our ancestors had the manna to eat in the desert; as
scripture says – “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ’

32 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘Moses did not give
you the bread fromheaven, butmyFather does give you
the true bread fromheaven;

33 for the bread that God gives is that which comes
down fromheaven, and gives life to the world.’

34 ‘Master,’ they exclaimed, ‘give us that bread always!’
35 ‘I am the life-giving bread,’ Jesus said to them, ‘who-

ever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes inmewill never thirst again.
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36But, as Ihave saidalready, youhaveseenme, andyet
you do not believe inme.

37All thosewhom the Father givesmewill come tome;
and no onewho comes tomewill I ever turn away.

38 For I have come down from heaven, to do, not my
ownwill, but the will of himwho sentme;

39 and his will is this – that I should not lose one of all
those whom he has given me, but should raise them up
at the Last day.

40For it is thewill ofmyFather that everyonewho sees
the Son, and believes in him, should have immortal life;
and Imyself will raise him up at the Last day.’

41 The people began murmuring against Jesus for saying –
“I am the breadwhich came down fromheaven.”

42 ‘Is not this Jesus, Joseph’s son,’ they asked, ‘whose father
andmother we know? How is it that he now says that he has
come down from heaven?’

43 ‘Do not murmur among yourselves,’ said Jesus in
reply.

44 ‘No one can come to me, unless the Father who sent
me draws him to me; and I will raise him up at the Last
day.

45 It is said in theprophets – “Andtheywill all be taught
by God.” Everyone who is taught by the Father and
learns from him comes tome.

46Not that anyonehas seen theFather, excepthimwho
is fromGod – he has seen the Father.

47 In truth I tell you, the personwhobelieves inmehas
eternal life.

48 I am the life-giving bread.
49Your ancestors ate themanna in the desert, and yet

died.
50Thebread that comesdownfromheaven is such that

whoever eats of it will never die.
51 I am the living bread that has come down from

heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, they will live for
ever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give for the life of the world.’

52 They began disputing with one another, ‘How is it possi-
ble for this man to give us his flesh to eat?’

53 ‘In truth I tell you,’ answered Jesus, ‘unless youeat the
fleshof theSonofMan, anddrinkhisblood, youhavenot
life within you.

54 Everyone who takes my flesh for their food, and
drinks my blood, has eternal life; and I will raise them
up at the Last day.

55Formy flesh is true food, andmy blood true drink.
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56 Everyone who takes my flesh for their food, and
drinksmy blood, remains united tome, and I to them.

57As the living Father sentmeas hismessenger, and as
I live because the Father lives, so the person who takes
me for their foodwill live because I live.

58That is thebreadwhichhas comedown fromheaven
–not suchas yourancestors ate, andyetdied; theperson
who takes this bread for their foodwill live for ever.’

59All this Jesus said in a synagogue, when he was teaching
in Capernaum.

60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, ‘This is harsh
doctrine! Who can bear to listen to it?’

61 But Jesus, aware that his disciples were murmuring
about it, said to them,

62 ‘Is this ahindrance to you? What, then, if you should
see the Son ofMan ascending where he was before?

63 It is the Spirit that gives life; human strength
achievesnothing. In the teaching that I havebeengiving
you there is Spirit and there is life.

64Yet there are some of youwho do not believe inme.’
For Jesus knew from the first who they were that did not
believe in him, and who it was that would betray him;

65 and he added, ‘This is why I told you that no one can
come tome, unless enabled by the Father.’

66After thismany of his disciples drewback, and did not go
about with him any longer.

67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘Do you also wish to leave
me?’

68 But Simon Peter answered, ‘Master, to whom would we
go? Eternal life is in your teaching;

69andwe have learned to believe and to know that you are
the Holy One of God.’

70 ‘Didn’t Imyself choose you to be the Twelve?’ replied
Jesus, ‘and yet, even of you, one is playing the devil’s
part.’

71Hemeant Judas, the sonofSimon Iscariot,whowasabout
to betray him, though he was one of the Twelve.

7
1After this, Jesuswent about inGalilee, for hewould not do

so in Judea, because the religious authorities (in Jerusalem)
were eager to put him to death.

2When the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was near,
3 his brothers said to him, ‘Leave this part of the country,

and go into Judea, so that your disciples, as well as we, may
see the work that you are doing.
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4For no one does a thing privately, if they are seeking to be
widely known. Since you do these things, you should show
yourself publicly to the world.’

5For even his brothers did not believe in him.
6 ‘My time,’ answered Jesus, ‘is not come yet, but your

time is always here.
7 The world cannot hate you, but it does hate me,

because I testify that its ways are evil.
8Goyourselvesup to theFestival; I amnotgoing to this

Festival yet, becausemy time has not yet come.’
9After telling them this, he stayed on in Galilee.
10But, when his brothers had gone up to the Festival, Jesus

also went up – not publicly, but privately.
11 The authorities were looking for him at the Festival and

asking “Where is he?”;
12 and there were many whispers about him among the

people, some saying “He is a good man;” others, “No! He is
leading the people astray.”

13No one, however, spoke freely about him, because they
were afraid of the authorities.

14About themiddle of the Festivalweek, Jesuswent up into
the Temple Courts, and began teaching.

15 The authorities were astonished. ‘How has this man got
his learning,’ they asked, ‘when he has never studied?’

16So, in reply, Jesus said, ‘My teaching is notmyown; it is
his who sentme.

17 If anyone has the will to do God’s will, they will find
outwhethermyteaching is fromGod,orwhether I speak
onmy own authority.

18Thepersonwho speaks on their ownauthority seeks
honour for themselves; but the one who seeks the hon-
our of himwho sent him is sincere, and there is nothing
false in him.

19Was not it Moses who gave you the Law? Yet not one
of youobeys it! Whyare you seeking toputme todeath?’

20 ‘You must be possessed by a demon!’ the people ex-
claimed. ‘Who is seeking to put you to death?’

21 ‘Therewasone thing Idid,’ replied Jesus, ‘atwhichyou
are all still wondering.

22 But that is why Moses has instituted circumcision
amongyou –not, indeed, that it beganwithhim,butwith
our ancestors – and that iswhy you circumcise even on a
Sabbath.

23When a man receives circumcision on a Sabbath to
prevent the Law of Moses from being broken, how can
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you be angry with me for making a man sound and well
on a Sabbath?

24Do not judge by appearances; judge justly.’
25At this some of the people of Jerusalem exclaimed, ‘Is not

this themanwho they are seeking to put to death?
26Yet here he is, speaking out boldly, and they say nothing

to him! Is it possible that our leading men have really
discovered that he is the Christ?

27Yetweknowwhere thisman is from; but,when theChrist
comes, no one will be able to tell where he is from.’

28Therefore, Jesus, ashewas teaching in theTempleCourts,
raised his voice and said, ‘Yes; you know me and you
know where I am from. Yet I have not come on my own
authority, but he who sent me may be trusted; and him
you do not know.

29 I do know him, for it is from him that I have come,
and he sentme as hismessenger.’

30So they sought to arrest him; but no one touched him, for
his time was not come yet.

31Many of the people, however, believed in him. ‘When the
Christ comes,’ they said, ‘willhegivemore signsofhismission
than this man has given?’

32 The Pharisees heard the people whispering about him
in this way, and so the chief priests and the Pharisees sent
officers to arrest him;

33 at which Jesus said, ‘I will be with you but a little
longer, and then I am going to himwho sentme.

34 You will look for me, and you will not find me; and
youwill not be able to comewhere I will be.’

35 ‘Where is this man going,’ the people asked one another,
‘that we would not find him? Will he go to our countrymen
abroad, and teach foreigners?

36 What does he mean by saying “You will look for me,
andyouwillnotfindme; andyouwillnotbeable tocome
where I will be”?’

37 On the last and greatest day of the Festival, Jesus, who
was standing by, exclaimed, ‘If anyone is thirsty, they
should come tome and drink.

38From the heart of those who believe inmewill flow,
as is said in scripture, rivers of living water.’

39 (By this he meant the Spirit, which those who had be-
lieved in himwere to receive; for the Spirit had not yet come,
because Jesus had not yet been exalted.)

40 Some of the people, when they heard these words, said,
‘This is certainly the Prophet!’;
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41others said, ‘the Christ!’; but some asked, ‘What! Does the
Christ come from Galilee?

42 Is not it said in scripture that it is of the descendants
of David, and from Bethlehem, the village to which David
belonged, that the Christ is to come?’

43 So there was a sharp division among the people because
of Jesus.

44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, and yet no one
touched him.

45When the officers returned to the chief priests and Phar-
isees, they were asked, ‘Why have you not brought him?’

46 ‘No one ever spoke as he speaks!’ they answered.
47 ‘What! Have you been led astray too?’ the Pharisees

replied.
48 ‘Have any of our leading men believed in him, or any of

the Pharisees?
49As for these people who do not know the Law – they are

cursed!’
50But oneof their number, Nicodemus,whobefore this had

been to see Jesus, said to them,
51 ‘Does our Law pass judgment on a person without first

giving them a hearing, and finding out what they have been
doing?’

52 ‘Are you also from Galilee?’ they retorted. ‘Search, and
youwill find that no prophet is to arise in Galilee!’

53And everyone went home

8
1 except Jesus, who went to theMount of Olives*.
2 But he went again into the Temple Courts early in the

morning, and all the people came to him; and he sat down
and taught them.

3Presently, however, the Teachers of the Law and the Phar-
isees brought awomanwhohadbeen caught in adultery, and
placed her in themiddle of the Court,

4 and said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was found in the
act of adultery.

5 Now Moses, in the Law, commanded us to stone such
women to death; what do you say?’

6 They said this to test him, in order to have a charge to
bring against him. But Jesus stooped down, andwrote on the
groundwith his finger.

* 8:1 This passage is inserted in some manuscripts from an ancient source, and
found either after John 7:53 or after Luke 21:38 or elsewhere.
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7However, as they continuedaskinghim, he raisedhimself,
and said, ‘Let the person among you who has never done
wrong throw the first stone at her.’

8And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
9When they heard that, they went out one by one, begin-

ningwith the eldest; and Jesuswas left alonewith thewoman
in themiddle of the Court.

10 Raising himself, Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, where are
they? Did no one condemn you?’

11 ‘No one, Sir,’ she answered.
‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go, and do not sin

again.’

12 Jesus again addressed the people. ‘I am the light of the
world,’ he said. ‘The personwho followsmewill notwalk
in darkness, but will have the light of life.’

13 ‘You are bearing testimony to yourself!’ exclaimed the
Pharisees, ‘your testimony is not trustworthy.’

14 ‘Even if I bear testimony to myself,’ answered Jesus,
‘my testimony is trustworthy; for I know where I came
from, andwhere I am going; but you do not knowwhere
I come from, nor where I am going.

15You judge by appearances; I judge no one.
16 Yet, even if I were to judge, my judgment would be

trustworthy; because I amnot alone, but the Fatherwho
sentme is withme.

17Why, in your own Law it is said that the testimony of
two persons is trustworthy.

18 I, who bear testimony to myself, am one, and the
Father who sentme also bears testimony tome.’

19 ‘Where is your father, then?’ they asked. ‘You know
neither me nor my Father,’ replied Jesus. ‘If you had
knownme, youwould have also knownmy Father.’

20 These statements Jesus made in the Treasury, while
teaching in the Temple Courts. Yet no one arrested him, for
his time had not then come.

21 Jesus again spoke to the people. ‘I am going away,’ he
said, ‘and you will look for me, but you will die in your
sin; you cannot comewhere I am going.’

22 ‘Is he going to kill himself,’ the people exclaimed, ‘that he
says – “You cannot go where I am going”?’

23 ‘You,’ added Jesus, ‘are from below, I am from above;
you are of this present world, I am not;
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24and so I told you that youwould die in your sins, for,
unless you believe that I am what I am, you will die in
your sins.’

25 ‘Who are you?’ they asked. ‘Why ask exactly what I
have been telling you?’ said Jesus.

26 ‘I have still much that concerns you to speak of and
to pass judgment on; yet hewho sentmemay be trusted,
and I speak to the world only of the things which I have
heard fromhim.’

27They did not understand that hemeant the Father.
28 So Jesus added, ‘When you have lifted up the Son of

Man, then you will understand that I amwhat I am, and
that I do nothing of myself, but that I say just what the
Father has taughtme.

29Moreover, hewho sentme is withme; he has not left
me alone; for I always dowhat pleases him.’

30While hewas speaking in thisway,many came to believe
in him.

31 So Jesus went on to say to those who had believed him,
‘If you remain constant tomymessage, you are trulymy
disciples;

32and youwill find out the truth, and the truthwill set
you free.’

33 ‘Weare descendants of Abraham,’was their answer, ‘and
have never yet been in slavery to anyone. What do youmean
by saying “youwill be set free”?’

34 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘everyone who sins
is a slave to sin.

35Anda slave does not remain in the homealways; but
a son remains always.

36 If, then, the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed!

37 I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet
you are seeking to putme to death, becausemymessage
finds no place in your hearts.

38 I tell you what I have myself seen in the presence of
my Father; and you, in the same way, do what you have
learned from your father.’

39 ‘Our father is Abraham,’ was their answer. ‘If you are
Abraham’s children,’ replied Jesus, ‘do what Abraham
did.

40 But, as it is, you are seeking to put me to death – a
manwho has told you the truth as he heard it fromGod.
Abrahamdid not act in that way.

41You are doing what your own father does.’
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‘We are not bastards,’ they said, ‘we have one Father – God
himself.’

42 ‘If God were your Father,’ Jesus replied, ‘you would
have loved me, for I came out from God, and now am
here; and I have not come of myself, but he sent me as
hismessenger.

43How is it that you do not understandwhat I say? It is
because you cannot bear to listen tomymessage.

44As for you, you are children of your father the devil,
and you are determined to do what your father loves to
do. He was amurderer from the first, and did not stand
by the truth, because there isno truth inhim. Whenever
he lies, he does what is natural to him; because he is a
liar, and the father of lying.

45But, as for me, it is because I speak the truth to you
that you do not believeme.

46Which of you can convict me of sin? Why then don’t
you believeme, if I am speaking truth?

47 The person who comes from God listens to God’s
teaching; thereasonwhyyoudonot listen isbecauseyou
do not come fromGod.’

48 ‘Aren’t we right, after all,’ replied the people, ‘in saying
that you are a Samaritan, and are possessed by a demon?’

49 ‘I am not possessed by a demon,’ Jesus answered, ‘but
I am honouringmy Father; and yet you dishonourme.

50Not that I amseekinghonour formyself; there is one
who is seekingmy honour, and he decides.

51 In truth I tell you, if anyone lays my message to
heart, he will never really die.’

52 ‘Nowweare sure that you are possessed by a demon,’ the
people replied. ‘Abraham died, and so did the prophets; and
yet you say “If anyone laysmymessage to heart, theywill
never know death.”

53Are you greater than our ancestor Abraham, who died?
And the prophets died too. Whom do you make yourself out
to be?’

54 ‘If I do honour to myself,’ answered Jesus, ‘such hon-
our counts for nothing. It is my Father who does me
honour – and you say that he is your God;

55 and yet you have not learned to know him; but I
know him; and, if I were to say that I do not know him,
I should be a liar like you; but I do know him, and I lay
hismessage to heart.

56Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see
my day; and he did see it, andwas glad.’
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57 ‘Youarenotfiftyyearsoldyet,’ thepeopleexclaimed, ‘and
have you seen Abraham?’

58 ‘In truth I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘before Abraham
existed I was.’

59At this they took up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid
himself, and left the Temple Courts.

9
1As Jesuspassedby, he sawamanwhohadbeenblind from

his birth.
2 ‘Rabbi,’ asked his disciples, ‘who was it that sinned, this

man or his parents, that he was born blind?’
3 ‘Neither the man nor the parents,’ replied Jesus, ‘but

he was born blind so that the work of God should be
made plain in him.

4Wemust do the work of him who sent me, while it is
day; night is coming, when no one canwork.

5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.’

6 Saying this, Jesus spat on the ground, made some paste
with the saliva, and put it on theman’s eyes.

7 ‘Go,’he said, ‘andwashyoureyes in theBathofSiloam’
(a word which means “messenger”). So the man went and
washed his eyes, and returned able to see.

8His neighbours, and those who had formerly known him
by sight as a beggar, exclaimed, ‘Is not this themanwho used
to sit and beg?’

9 ‘Yes,’ some said, ‘it is’; while others said, ‘No, but he is like
him.’ Theman himself said, ‘I am he.’

10 ‘How did you get your sight, then?’ they asked.
11 ‘The man whom they call Jesus,’ he answered, ‘made a

paste, and anointed my eyes, and said to me “Go to Siloam
and wash your eyes.” So I went and washed my eyes, and
gainedmy sight.’

12 ‘Where is he?’ they asked. ‘I do not know,’ he answered.
13They took theman,whohad been blind, to the Pharisees.
14 Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the paste and

gave him his sight.
15 So the Pharisees also questioned the man as to how

he had gained his sight. ‘He put a paste on my eyes,’ he
answered, ‘and I washed them, and I can see.’

16 ‘The man cannot be from God,’ said some of the Phar-
isees, ‘for he does not keep the Sabbath.’
‘How is it possible,’ retorted others, ‘for a bad man to give

signs like this?’
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17 So there was a difference of opinion among them, and
they again questioned the man. ‘What do you yourself say
about him, for it is to you that he has given sight?’

18 The religious authorities, however, refused to believe
that he had been blind and had gained his sight, until they
had called his parents and questioned them.

19 ‘Is this your son,’ they asked, ‘who you say was born
blind? If so, how is it that he can see now?’

20 ‘Weknow that this is our son,’ answered theparents, ‘and
that he was born blind;

21but how it is that he can see nowwe do not know; nor do
we know who it was that gave him his sight. Ask him – he is
old enough – he will tell you about himself.’

22His parents spoke in thiswaybecause theywere afraid of
the authorities; for the authorities had already agreed that, if
anyone should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, he should be
expelled from their synagogues.

23 This was why his parents said “He is old enough; ask
him.”

24 So the authorities again called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, ‘GiveGod thepraise;weknow that this
is a badman.’

25 ‘I know nothing about his being a bad man,’ he replied.
‘One thing I doknow, that although Iwasblind, nowI can see.’

26 ‘What did he do to you?’ they asked. ‘Howdidhe give you
your sight?’

27 ‘I told you just now,’ he answered, ‘and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Surely you also do not
want to become his disciples?’

28 ‘Youarehis disciple,’ they retorted scornfully. ‘Butweare
disciples of Moses.

29We know that God spoke to Moses; but, as for this man,
we do not knowwhere he comes from.’

30 ‘Well,’ the man replied, ‘this is very strange; you do not
know where he comes from, and yet he has given me my
sight!

31Weknow that God never listens to bad people, but, when
a person is god-fearing and does God’s will, God listens to
them.

32 Since the world began, such a thing was never heard of
as anyone’s giving sight to a person born blind.

33 If this man had not been from God, he could not have
done anything at all.’

34 ‘You,’ they retorted, ‘were born totally depraved; and are
you trying to teach us?’ So they expelled him.
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35 Jesus heard of their having put him out; and, when he
had found the man, he asked, ‘Do you believe in the Son of
Man?’

36 ‘Tell me who he is, Sir,’ he replied, ‘so that I may believe
in him.’

37 ‘Not only have you seen him,’ said Jesus, ‘but it is he
who is now speaking to you.’

38 ‘Then, Sir, I do believe,’ said the man, bowing to the
ground before him;

39and Jesus added, ‘It was to put people to the test that I
came into thisworld, in order that those that cannot see
should see, and that those that can see should become
blind.’

40Hearing this, some of the Pharisees who were with him
said, ‘Then are we blind too?’

41 ‘If you had been blind,’ replied Jesus, ‘youwould have
had no sin to answer for; but, as it is, you say “We can
see,” and so your sin remains.

10
1 In truth I tell you, whoever does not go into the

sheepfold through thedoor, but climbsupat someother
place, that person is a thief and a robber;

2but the person who goes in through the door is shep-
herd to the sheep.

3For him thewatchman opens the door; and the sheep
listen to his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name,
and leads them out.

4When he has brought them all out, he walks in front
of them, and his sheep follow him, because they know
his voice.

5 They will not follow a stranger, but will run away
fromhim; because they do not know a stranger’s voice.’

6Thiswas the allegory that Jesus told them, but theydidnot
understand of what he was speaking.

7 So he continued, ‘In truth I tell you, I am the door for
the sheep.

8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers;
but the sheep did not listen to them.

9 I am thedoor; hewhogoes in throughmewill be safe,
and hewill go in and out and find pasture.

10The thief comes only to steal, to kill, and to destroy;
I have come so that they may have life, and may have it
in greater fullness.

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for his sheep.
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12The hiredmanwho is not a shepherd, and who does
not own the sheep, when he sees a wolf coming, leaves
them and runs away; then the wolf seizes them, and
scatters the flock.

13Hedoes this because he is only a hiredmananddoes
not care about the sheep.

14 I am the good shepherd; and I know my sheep, and
my sheep knowme –

15 Just as the Father knowsme and I know the Father –
and I lay downmy life for the sheep.

16 I have other sheep besides, which do not belong to
this fold; I must lead them also, and they will listen
to my voice; and they will become one flock under one
shepherd.

17This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down
my life – to receive it again.

18No one took it from me, but I lay it down of myself.
I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to
receive it again. This is the command which I received
frommy Father.’

19 In consequence of these words a difference of opinion
again arose among the people.

20Many of them said, ‘He is possessed by a demon and is
mad; why do you listen to him?’

21 Others said, ‘This is not the teaching of one who is
possessed by a demon. Can a demon give sight to the blind?’

22 Soon after this the Festival of the Rededication was held
at Jerusalem.

23 It was winter; and Jesus was walking in the Temple
Courts, in the Colonnade of Solomon,

24 when the people gathered round him, and said, ‘How
long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the
Christ, tell us so frankly.’

25 ‘I have told you so,’ replied Jesus, ‘and you do not
believe me. The work that I am doing in my Father’s
name bears testimony tome.

26But youdonotbelieveme, because youarenot ofmy
flock.

27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
followme;

28and I give themeternal life, and theywill not be lost;
nor will anyone snatch them out ofmy hands.

29WhatmyFatherhas entrusted tome ismore thanall
else; and no one can snatch anything out of the Father’s
hands.
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30The Father and I are one.’
31Some of the people again brought stones to throwat him;
32 and seeing this, Jesus said, ‘I have done before your

eyes many good actions, inspired by the Father; for
which of themwould you stoneme?’

33 ‘It is not for any good action that we would stone you,’
theyanswered, ‘but forblasphemy; andbecauseyou,whoare
only aman, make yourself out to be God.’

34 ‘Aretherenot,’ replied Jesus, ‘thesewords inyourLaw
– “I said, You are gods”?

35 If those to whom God’s word were addressed were
said to be “gods” – and scripture cannot be set aside –

36do you say of one whom the Father has consecrated
and sent as his messenger to the world “You are blas-
pheming,” because I said “I amGod’s Son”?

37 If I amnotdoing thework thatmyFather is doing, do
not believeme;

38 if I am doing it, even though you do not believe me,
believe what that work shows; so that you may under-
stand, and understand more and more clearly, that the
Father is in unionwithme, and I with the Father.’

39 The authorities again sought to arrest him; but he es-
caped their hands.

40 Then Jesus again crossed the Jordan to the place where
John used to baptise at first, and stayed there some time,
during whichmany people came to see him.

41 ‘John gave no sign of his mission,’ they said. ‘But every-
thing that he said about this manwas true.’

42Andmany learned to believe in Jesus there.

11
1Now a man named Lazarus, of Bethany, was lying ill; he

belonged to the same village as Mary and her sister Martha.
2 This Mary, whose brother Lazarus was ill, was the Mary

who anointed the Master with perfume, and wiped his feet
with her hair.

3The sisters, therefore, sent thismessage to Jesus – “Master,
your friend is ill”;

4 and, when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness is not to
end in death, but is to redound to the honour of God, in
order that the Son of Godmay be honoured through it.’

5 Jesus lovedMartha and her sister, and Lazarus.
6Yet, whenhe heard of the illness of Lazarus, he still stayed

two days in the place where he was.
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7 Then, after that, he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go to
Judea again.’

8 ‘Rabbi,’ they replied, ‘the authorities there were but just
now seeking to stone you; and are you going there again?’

9 ‘Are not there twelve hours in the day?’ answered
Jesus. ‘If someonewalks about in the daytime, they don’t
stumble, because they can see the light of the sun;

10 but, if they walk about at night, they stumble, be-
cause they have not the light.’

11 And, when he had said this, he added, ‘Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going so that I may
wake him.’

12 ‘If he has fallen asleep, Master, he will get well,’ said the
disciples.

13 But Jesus meant that he was dead; they, however, sup-
posed that he was speaking of natural sleep.

14Then he said to them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead;
15and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so

that youmay learn tobelieve inme. But let us go tohim.’
16 At this, Thomas, who was called “The Twin,” said to his

fellow disciples, ‘Let us go too, so that wemay die with him.’
17When Jesus reached theplace, he found that Lazarushad

been four days in the tomb already.
18Bethany being only about twomiles from Jerusalem,
19 a number of the people had come there to comfort

Martha andMary because of their brother’s death.
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to

meet him; but Mary sat quietly at home.
21 ‘Master,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my

brother would not have died.
22 Even now, I know that God will grant you whatever you

ask him.’
23 ‘Your brother will rise to life,’ said Jesus.
24 ‘I know that he will,’ repliedMartha, ‘in the resurrection

at the Last day.’
25 ‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ said Jesus. ‘He

who believes inmewill live, though he die;
26 and he who lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?’
27 ‘YesMaster,’ she answered. ‘I have learned to believe that

you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the
world.’

28After saying this,Marthawent and calledher sisterMary,
and whispered, ‘The teacher is here, and is asking for you.’

29As soon asMary heard that, she got up quickly, andwent
to meet him.
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30 Jesus had not then come into the village, but was still at
the place whereMartha hadmet him.

31 So the people, who were in the house with Mary, com-
forting her, when they saw her get up quickly and go out,
followed her, thinking that shewas going to the tomb toweep
there.

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she
threw herself at his feet. ‘Master,’ she exclaimed, ‘if you had
been here, my brother would not have died!’

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the people who had
come with her weeping also, he groaned deeply, and was
greatly distressed.

34 ‘Where have you buried him?’ he asked. ‘Come and
see, Master,’ they answered.

35 Jesus burst into tears.
36 ‘How hemust have loved him!’ the people exclaimed;
37 but some of them said, ‘Could not this man, who gave

sight to the blind man, have also prevented Lazarus from
dying?’

38Again groaning inwardly, Jesus came to the tomb. It was
a cave, and a stone lay against themouth of it.

39 ‘Move the stone away,’ said Jesus. ‘Master,’ saidMartha,
the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time the smell must be
offensive, for this is the fourth day since his death.’

40 ‘Didn’t I tell you,’ replied Jesus, ‘that, if you would
believe inme, you should see the glory of God?’

41 So they moved the stone away; and Jesus, with uplifted
eyes, said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard my
prayer.

42 I know that you always hear me; but I say this for
the sake of the people standing near, so that they may
believe that you have sentme as yourmessenger.’

43 Then, after saying this, Jesus called in a loud voice,
‘Lazarus! Come out!’

44 The dead man came out, wrapped hand and foot in a
winding-sheet; his face, too, hadbeenwrapped inacloth. ‘Set
him free,’ said Jesus, ‘and let him go.’

45 In consequence of this, many of the people, who had
come tovisitMaryandhadseenwhat Jesusdid, put their faith
in him.

46 Some of them, however, went to the Pharisees, and told
themwhat he had done.

47Thechiefpriests and thePharisees calledameetingof the
High Council, and said, ‘What arewe to do, now that thisman
is giving somany signs?
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48 If we allow him to continue as we are doing, everyone
will believe in him; and the Romans will come and will take
from us both our Temple and our nation.’

49 One of them, however, Caiaphas, who was high priest
that year, said to them,

50 ‘You are utterly mistaken. You do not consider that it
is better for you that one person should die for the people,
rather than the whole nation should be destroyed.’

51Now he did not say this of his own accord; but, as high
priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was to die for the
nation –

52And not for the nation only, but also that he might unite
in one body the children of God now scattered far and wide.

53 So from that day they plotted to put Jesus to death.
54 In consequence of this, Jesus did not go about publicly

among the people anymore, but left and went into the coun-
try bordering on the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim,
where he stayed with his disciples.

55 But the Jewish Festival of the Passover was near; and
many people had gone up from the country to Jerusalem, for
their purification, before the Festival began.

56So they looked for Jesus there, and said to one another, as
they stood in the Temple Courts, ‘What do you think? Do you
think he will come to the Festival?’

57 The chief priests and the Pharisees had already issued
orders that, if anyone learned where Jesus was, he should
give information, so that theymight arrest him.

12
The Last Days

1Sixdaysbefore thePassover Jesus came toBethany,where
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead, was living.

2There a supper was given in his honour at which Martha
waited, while Lazarus was one of those present at the table.

3 So Mary took a pound of choice spikenard perfume of
great value, and anointed the feet of Jesus with it, and then
wiped them with her hair. The whole house was filled with
the scent of the perfume.

4 One of the disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was about to
betray Jesus, asked,

5 ‘Whywasnot this perfume sold for a year’swages, and the
money given to poor people?’

6Hesaid this, notbecausehecared for thepoor, butbecause
he was a thief, and, being in charge of the purse, used to take
what was put in it.
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7 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus, ‘so that she may keep it
until thedaywhenmybody is beingprepared forburial.

8The poor you always have with you, but you will not
always haveme.’

9Now great numbers of people found out that Jesus was at
Bethany; and they came there, not only because of him, but
also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.

10The chief priests, however, plotted to put Lazarus, aswell
as Jesus, to death,

11because it was owing to him thatmany of the people had
left them, and were becoming believers in Jesus.

12On the following day great numbers of people who had
come to the Festival, hearing that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem, took palm branches,

13 and went out to meet him, shouting as they went, ‘God
save him! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord –
the king of Israel!’

14Having found a young donkey, Jesus seated himself on it,
in accordance with the passage of scripture –

15 “Fear not, people of Zion. Your king is coming to you,
sitting on the foal of a donkey.”

16Hisdisciplesdidnotunderstandall this atfirst; but,when
Jesus had been exalted, then they remembered that these
things had been said of him in scripture, and that they had
done these things for him.

17 Meanwhile the people who were with him, when he
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead,
were telling what they had seen.

18 This, indeed, was why the crowd met him – because
people had heard that he had given this sign of his mission.

19So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘You see that you are
gaining nothing! Why, all the world has run after him!’

20 Among those who were going up to worship at the
Festival were some Greeks,

21who went to Philip of Bethsaida in Galilee, and said, ‘Sir,
we wish to see Jesus.’

22 Philip went and told Andrew, and then together they
went and told Jesus.

23This was his reply – ‘The time has come for the Son of
Man to be exalted.

24 In truth I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it remains solitary; but, if it dies, it
becomes fruitful.
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25Apersonwho loves their life loses it; while someone
whohates their life in the presentworldwill preserve it
for eternal life.

26 If someone is ready to serve me, let them follow
me; and where I am, there my servant will be also. If
a person is ready to serve me, my Father will honour
them.

27 Now I am distressed at heart and what can I say?
Father, bring me safe through this hour – yet it was for
this reason that I came to this hour –

28 Father, honour your own name.’ At this there came a
voice from heaven, which said, ‘I have already honoured it,
and I will honour it again.’

29The crowd of bystanders, who heard the sound, said that
it was thundering. Others said, ‘An angel has been speaking
to him.’

30 ‘Itwasnot formysake that thevoicecame,’ said Jesus,
‘but for yours.

31Now this world is on its trial. Now the Spirit that is
ruling this world will be driven out;

32and I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw
all people tomyself.’

33By these words he indicated what death he was destined
to die.

34 ‘We,’ replied the people, ‘have learned from the Law that
the Christ is to remain for ever; how is it, then, that you say
that the Son of Man must be “lifted up” Who is this “Son of
Man”?’

35 ‘Only a little while longer,’ answered Jesus, ‘will you
have the light among you. Travel on while you have the
light, so that darkness may not overtake you; he who
travels in the darkness does not knowwhere he is going.

36While you still have the light, believe in the light, so
that you may be children of light.’ After he had said this,
Jesus went away, and hid himself from them.

37But, though Jesus had given somany signs of his mission
before their eyes, they still did not believe in him,

38 in fulfilment of thewords of theprophet Isaiah,wherehe
says – “Lord, who has believed our teaching? And to whom
has themight of the Lord been revealed?”

39 The reason why they were unable to believe is given by
Isaiah elsewhere, in these words –

40 “He has blinded their eyes, and blunted their mind, so
that they should not see with their eyes, and perceive with
their mind, and turn – And I should heal them.”
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41 Isaiah said this, because he saw Christ’s glory; and it was
of him that he spoke.

42 Yet for all this, even among the leading men there were
many who came to believe in Jesus; but, because of the
Pharisees, they did not acknowledge it, because they were
afraid that they should be expelled from their synagogues;

43 for they valued honour from people more than honour
from God.

44 But Jesus had proclaimed, ‘He who believes in me
believes, not inme, but in himwho sentme;

45and hewho seesme sees himwho sentme.
46 I have come as a light into the world, so that no one

who believes inme should remain in the darkness.
47Whenanyonehearsmy teaching andpaysnoheed to

it, I am not his judge; for I came not to judge the world,
but to save the world.

48Hewho rejects me, and disregardsmy teaching, has
a judgealready – themessagewhichIhavedeliveredwill
itself be his judge at the Last day.

49 For I have not delivered it on my own authority;
but the Father, who sent me, has himself given me his
command as to what I should say, and what message I
should deliver.

50And I know that eternal life lies in keeping his com-
mand. Therefore, whatever I say, I say only what the
Father has taughtme.’

13
1 Before the Passover Festival began, Jesus knew that the

timehad come forhim to leave theworld andgo to the Father.
He had loved those who were his own in the world, and he
loved them to the last.

2 The devil had already put the thought of betraying Jesus
into themind of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon;

3 and at supper, Jesus – although knowing that the Father
hadput everything intohishands, and thathehadcome from
God, and was to return to God –

4 rose from his place, and, taking off his upper garments,
tied a towel round his waist.

5 He then poured some water into the basin, and began
to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel
which was tied round him.

6When he came to Simon Peter, Peter said, ‘You, Master!
Are you going to washmy feet?’

7 ‘You do not understand nowwhat I am doing,’ replied
Jesus, ‘but youwill learn by and by.’



John 13:8 204 John 13:25

8 ‘You will never wash my feet!’ exclaimed Peter. ‘Unless I
wash you,’ answered Jesus, ‘you have nothing in common
withme.’

9 ‘Then, Master, not my feet only,’ exclaimed Simon Peter,
‘but also my hands andmy head.’

10 ‘He who has bathed,’ replied Jesus, ‘has no need to
wash, unless it be his feet, but is altogether clean; and
you,’ he said to the disciples, ‘are clean, yet not all of you.’

11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was
why he said “You are not all clean.”

12Whenhehadwashed their feet, andhadput onhis upper
garments and taken his place, he spoke to them again. ‘Do
youunderstandwhat Ihavebeendoing toyou?’ heasked.

13 ‘You yourselves call me “the teacher” and “the Mas-
ter”, and you are right, for I am both.

14 If I, then – “the Master” and “the teacher” – have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet;

15 for I have given you an example, so that youmay do
just as I have done to you.

16 In truth I tell you, a servant is not greater than their
master, neither is amessenger greater than the onewho
sends them.

17Nowthatyouknowthese things, happyareyou ifyou
do them.

18 I am not speaking about all of you. I know whom
I have chosen; but this is in fulfilment of the words of
scripture – “He that is eatingmybreadhas liftedhis heel
againstme.”

19 For the future I will tell you of things before they
take place, so that, when they take place, you may be-
lieve that I amwhat I am.

20 In truth I tell you, the one who receives anyone that
I send receives me; and the person who receives me
receives himwho sentme.’

21 After saying this, Jesus was much troubled, and said
solemnly, ‘In truth I tell you that it is one of you who will
betrayme.’

22The disciples looked at one another, wonderingwhomhe
meant.

23Next to Jesus, in the place on his right hand, was one of
his disciples, whom he loved.

24 So Simon Peter made signs to that disciple, and whis-
pered, ‘Tell me who it is that hemeans.’

25 Being in this position, that disciple leant back on Jesus’
shoulder, and asked him, ‘Who is it, Master?’
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26 ‘It is the one,’ answered Jesus, ‘to whom I will give a
piece of bread after dipping it in the dish.’ And, when
Jesus had dipped the bread, he took it and gave it to Judas,
the son of Simon Iscariot;

27 and it was then, after he had received it, that Satan took
possessionof him. So Jesus said tohim, ‘Doatoncewhatyou
are going to do.’

28 But no one at the table understood why he said this to
Judas.

29 Some thought that, as Judas kept the purse, Jesus meant
that he was to buy some things needed for the Festival, or to
give something to the poor.

30After taking the piece of bread, Judas went out immedi-
ately; and it was night.

31 When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son
of Man has been exalted, and God has been exalted
through him;

32 and God will exalt him with himself – yes, he will
exalt him forthwith.

33My children, I am to be with you but a little while
longer. You will look for me; and what I said to the
people – “You cannot comewhere I am going” – I now say
to you.

34 I give you a new commandment – love one another;
love one another as I have loved you.

35 It is by this that everyone will recognise you as my
disciples – by your loving one another.’

36 ‘Where are you going, Master?’ asked Peter. ‘I am going
where you cannot now follow me,’ answered Jesus, ‘but
youwill followme later.’

37 ‘Why cannot I follow you now, Master?’ asked Peter. ‘I
will lay downmy life for you.’

38 ‘Will you lay down your life for me?’ replied Jesus.
‘In truth I tell you, the cock will not crow until you have
disownedme three times.

14
1 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;

believe also inme.
2 In my Father’s home there are many dwellings. If it

had not been so, I should have told you, for I amgoing to
prepare a place for you.

3 And, since I go and prepare a place for you, I will
return and take you to be with me, so that you may be
where I am;

4and you know theway to the place where I am going.’
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5 ‘We do not know where you are going, Master,’ said
Thomas. ‘So how canwe know the way?’

6 Jesus answered, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the
life; no one ever comes to the Father except throughme.

7 If you had recognised me, you would have known
my Father also; for the future you will recognise him,
indeed you have already seen him.’

8 ‘Master, show us the Father,’ said Philip, ‘and we will be
satisfied.’

9 ‘Have I been all this time among you,’ said Jesus, ‘and
yetyou,Philip, havenotrecognisedme? Thepersonwho
has seen me has seen the Father, how can you say, then,
“Show us the Father”?

10Don’t you believe that I am in unionwith the Father,
and the Father with me? In giving you my teaching I
am not speaking on my own authority; but the Father
himself, always in unionwithme, does his ownwork.

11Believeme,’ he said to themall, ‘when I say that I am
in unionwith the Father and the Father withme, or else
believeme because of the work itself.

12 In truth I tell you, thepersonwhobelieves inmewill
themselves do thework that I amdoing; and theywill do
greater work still, because I am going to the Father.

13Whatever you ask, in my name, I will do, so that the
Fathermay be honoured in the Son.

14 If you ask anything, inmy name, I will do it.
15 If you loveme, youwill laymy commands to heart,
16andIwill ask theFather, andhewill giveyouanother

helper, to be with you always – the Spirit of truth.
17Theworld cannot receive this Spirit, because it does

not see him or recognise him, but you recognise him,
because he is always with you, and is within you.

18 I will not leave you bereaved; I will come to you.
19 In a little while the world will see me no more, but

you will still see me; because I am living, you will be
living also.

20 At that time you will recognise that I am in union
with the Father, and youwithme, and I with you.

21 It is thepersonwhohasmycommandsand lays them
to heartwho lovesme; and the personwho lovesmewill
be loved by my Father, and I will love them, and will
revealmyself to them.’

22 ‘What has happened,Master,’ said Judas (not Judas Iscar-
iot), ‘that you are going to reveal yourself to us, and not to the
world?’
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23 ‘Whoever lovesme,’ Jesus answered, ‘will laymymes-
sage to heart; and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him andmake our homewith him.

24 The person who does not love me will not lay my
message to heart; and the message to which you are
listening is not my own, but comes from the Father who
sentme.

25 I have told you all this while still with you,
26 but the helper – the Holy Spirit whom the Father

will send inmy name –will teach you all things, andwill
recall to yourminds all that I have said to you.

27Peace bewith you! My own peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, or dismayed.

28 You heard me say that I was going away and would
return to you. Had you loved me, you would have been
glad that I was going to the Father, because the Father is
greater than I.

29 And this I have told you now before it happens, so
that, when it does happen, youmay still believe inme.

30Iwillnot talkwithyoumuchmore, for theSpirit that
is ruling theworld is coming. Hehasnothing in common
withme;

31buthe is coming so that theworldmay see that I love
the Father, and that I do as the Father commanded me.
Come, let us be going.

15
1 ‘I am the true vine, andmy Father is the vine-grower.
2 Any unfruitful branch in me he takes away, and he

cleanses every fruitful branch, so that itmay bearmore
fruit.

3You are already clean because of the message that I
have given you.

4Remainunited tome, and Iwill remainunited to you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it remains
united to the vine; no more can you, unless you remain
united tome.

5 I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain
united to me, while I remain united to you – you bear
fruit plentifully; for you can do nothing apart fromme.

6 If anyone does not remain united to me, they are
thrown away, as a branch would be, and withers up.
Such branches are collected and thrown into the fire,
and are burnt.
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7 If you remain united tome, andmy teaching remains
in your hearts, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
yours.

8 It is by your bearing fruit plentifully, and so showing
yourselvesmy disciples, thatmy Father is honoured.

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you;
remain inmy love.

10 If you lay my commands to heart, you will remain
in my love; just as I have laid the Father’s commands to
heart and remain in his love.

11 I have told you all this so that my own joy may be
yours, and that your joymay be complete.

12 This is my command – love one another, as I have
loved you.

13No one can give greater proof of love than by laying
down their life for their friends.

14And you are my friends, if you do what I command
you.

15 I no longer call you “servants,” because a servant
does not know what their master is doing; but I have
given you the name of “friends,” because I made known
to you everything that I learned frommy Father.

16 Itwasn’t youwho choseme, but Iwho chose you, and
I appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that should
remain, so that theFathermightgrantyouwhateveryou
ask inmy name.

17 I am giving you these commands that you may love
one another.

18 If the world hates you, you know that it has first
hatedme.

19 If you belonged to the world, the world would love
its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world – that is why theworld
hates you.

20 Remember what I said to you – “A servant is not
greater than their master.” If they have persecuted
me, they will also persecute you; if they have laid my
message to heart, they will lay yours to heart also.

21But they will do all this to you, because you believe
inmy name, for they do not know himwho sentme.

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would
have had no sin to answer for; but as it is, they have no
excuse for their sin.

23The personwho hatesme hatesmy Father also.
24 If I had not done among them such work as no one

else ever did, they would have had no sin to answer for;



John 15:25 209 John 16:14

but, as it is, they have both seen and hated both me and
my Father.

25And so is fulfilled what is said in their Law – “They
hatedmewithout cause.”

26But, when the helper comes, whom Iwill send to you
fromtheFather – theSpirit of truth,whocomes fromthe
Father –will bear testimony tome;

27yes, and you also are to bear testimony, because you
have beenwithme from the first.

16
1 ‘I have spoken to you in thisway so that youmaynot falter.
2 They will expel you from their synagogues; indeed

the time is comingwhen anyonewho kills youwill think
that they aremaking an offering to God.

3 They will do this, because they have not learned to
know the Father, or evenme.

4But I have spoken to you of these things so that, when
the time for them comes, youmay remember that I told
you about themmyself.

5 I did not tell you all this at first, because I was with
you. But now I am to return to himwho sentme; and yet
not one of you asksme – “Where are you going?”

6Although your hearts are full of sorrow at all that I
have been saying to you.

7Yet I am only telling you the truth; it is for your good
that I should go away. For otherwise the helper will
never come to you, but, if I leave you, I will send him to
you.

8 And he, when he comes, will bring conviction to
the world as to sin, and as to righteousness, and as to
judgment;

9as to sin, for people do not believe inme;
10as to righteousness, for I amgoing to the Father, and

youwill seeme no longer;
11as to judgment, for theSpirit that is ruling thisworld

has been condemned.
12 I have still much to say to you, but you cannot bear

it now.
13 Yet when he – The Spirit of truth – comes, he will

guide you into all truth; for he will not speak on his own
authority, but he will speak of all that he hears; and he
will tell you of the things that are to come.

14He will honour me; because he will take of what is
mine, andwill tell it to you.
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15Everything that the Father has is mine; that is why I
said that he takes of what ismine, andwill tell it to you.

16 In a little while you will no longer see me; and then
in a little while youwill seeme indeed.’

17 At this some of his disciples said to one another, ‘What
does he mean by saying to us “In a little while you will not
seeme, and then ina littlewhile youwill seeme indeed”;
and by saying “Because I am going to the Father”?

18Whatdoeshemeanby “Ina littlewhile”?’ they said. ‘We
do not knowwhat he is speaking about.’

19 Jesus saw that they were wanting to ask him a question,
and said, ‘Are you trying to find out from one another
what I meant by saying “In a little while you will not see
me; and then in a little while youwill seeme indeed”?

20 In truth I tell you that youwill weep andmourn, but
theworldwill rejoice; youwill sufferpain, but yourpain
will turn to joy.

21A woman in labour is in pain because her time has
come; but no sooner is the child born, than she forgets
her trouble in her joy that a child has been born into the
world.

22 You, in the same way, are sorry now; but I will see
you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will
rob you of your joy.

23 And at that time you will not ask me anything; in
truth I tell you, if youask theFather foranything, hewill
grant it to you inmy name.

24So far you have not asked for anything, inmy name;
ask, and you will receive, so that your joy may be com-
plete.

25 I have spoken to you of all this in figures; a time is
coming, however,whenIwillnot speakany longer toyou
in figures, but will tell you about the Father plainly.

26You will ask, at that time, in my name; and I do not
say that I will intercede with the Father for you;

27 for the Father himself loves you, because you have
lovedme, andhavebelieved that I camefromtheFather.

28 I came out from the Father, and have come into the
world; and now I am to leave the world, and go to the
Father.’

29 ‘At last,’ exclaimed the disciples, ‘you are using plain
words and not speaking in figures at all.

30Nowweare sure that youknoweverything, andneednot
wait for anyone to question you. This makes us believe that
you did come from God.’

31 ‘Do you believe that already?’ Jesus answered.
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32 ‘Listen! A time is coming – indeed it has already
come –when you are to be scattered, each going his own
way, and to leave me alone; and yet I am not alone,
because the Father is withme.

33 I have spoken to you in this way, so that in me you
may find peace. In the world you will find trouble; yet,
take courage! I have conquered the world.’

17
1After saying this, Jesus raised his eyes heavenwards, and

said:
‘Father, the hour has come; honour your Son, so that

your Sonmay honour you;
2 even as you gave him power over all humanity, so that
he should give eternal life to everyone you have given
him.
3 And the eternal life is this – to know you the one
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent as your
messenger.
4 I have honoured you on earth by completing the work
which you have givenme to do;
5 and now do you honour me, Father, at your own side,
with the honour which I had at your side before the
world began.
6 I have revealed you to those whom you gave me from
theworld; theywereyourown, andyougave themtome;
and they have laid yourmessage to heart.
7 They recognise now that everything that you gave me
was from you;
8 for I have given them the teaching which you gaveme,
and they received it, and clearly understood that I came
from you, and they believed that you have sent me as
yourmessenger.
9I intercedefor them; Iamnot interceding for theworld,
but for thosewhomyouhave givenme, for theyare your
own –
10All that is mine is yours, and all that is yours is mine –
and I am honoured in them.
11NowIamtobe in thisworldno longer, but theyare still
to be in the world, and I am to come to you. Holy Father,
keep them by that revelation of your name which you
have givenme, so that theymay be one, as we are.
12While I was with them, I kept themby that revelation,
and I have guarded them; and not one of them has been
lost, except that lost soul – in fulfilment of scripture.
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13 But now I am to come to you; and I am speaking like
this, while still in the world, so that they may have my
own joy, in all its fullness, in their hearts.
14 I have given them your message; and the world hated
them, because they do not belong to the world, even as I
do not belong to the world.
15 I do not ask you to take them out of the world, but to
keep them from evil.
16Theydonotbelong to theworld, evenas Idonotbelong
to the world.
17Consecrate them by the truth; yourmessage is truth.
18 Just as you have sent me as your messenger to the
world, so I send them asmymessengers to the world.
19And it is for their sakes that I am consecratingmyself,
so that they alsomay be truly consecrated.
20 But it is not only for them that I am interceding, but
also for thosewho believe inme through theirmessage,
21 that they all may be one – that as you, Father, are in
union with us – and so the world may believe that you
have sentme as yourmessenger.
22 I have given them the honour which you have given
me, so that theymay be one as we are one –
23I inunionwith themandyouwithme – so that theymay
be perfected in their union, and so that the world may
know that youhave sentme as yourmessenger, and that
you have loved them as you have lovedme.
24 Father, my desire for all those whom you have given
me is that they may be with me where I am, so that they
mayseethehonourwhichyouhavegivenme; foryoudid
loveme before the beginning of the world.
25Righteous Father, though the world did not know you,
Iknewyou; andthesepeopleknewthatyouhavesentme
as yourmessenger.
26 I have made you known to them, and will do so still;
that the love that you have had for me may be in their
hearts, and that Imay be in them also.’

18
1When Jesus had said this, he went out with his disciples

and crossed the Kidron ravine to a place where there was a
garden, into which he and his disciples went.

2The placewaswell known to Judas, the betrayer, for Jesus
and his disciples had oftenmet there.
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3 So Judas, who had obtained the soldiers of the Roman
garrison, and some guards from the chief priests and the
Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.

4 Jesus, aware of all that was coming upon him, went to
meet them, and said to them, ‘For whom are you looking?’

5 ‘Jesus ofNazareth,’was their answer. ‘I amhe,’ said Jesus.
(Judas, the betrayer, was also standing with them.)

6When Jesus said “I amhe,” they drew back and fell to the
ground.

7 So he again asked for whom they were looking, and they
answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’

8 ‘I have already told you that I amhe,’ replied Jesus, ‘so,
if it is forme that you are looking, let these people go.’

9Thiswas in fulfilment of hiswords – “Of thosewhomyou
have givenme I have not lost one.”

10At this, Simon Peter, who had a sword with him, drew it,
and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.
The servant’s namewasMalchus.

11But Jesus said to Peter, ‘Sheathe your sword. Should I
not drink the cupwhich the Father has givenme?’

12 So the soldiers of the garrison, with their commanding
officer and the Jewish guards, arrested Jesus and bound him,

13 and took him first of all to Annas. Annas was the father-
in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.

14 ItwasCaiaphaswhohad counselled the religious author-
ities, that itwasbest thatonepersonshoulddie for thepeople.

15 Meanwhile Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did an-
other disciple. That disciple, being well-known to the high
priest, went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard,

16while Peter stood outside by the door. Presently the other
disciple – theonewell-knownto thehighpriest –wentoutand
spoke to the portress, and brought Peter in.

17 So the maidservant said to Peter, ‘Aren’t you also one of
this man’s disciples?’
‘No, I am not,’ he said.
18The servants and guardswere standing round a charcoal

fire (which they had made because it was cold), and were
warming themselves. Peter, too, was with them, standing
andwarming himself.

19 The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and
about his teaching.

20 ‘Formypart,’ answered Jesus, ‘I have spoken to all the
world openly. I always taught in some synagogue, or in
the Temple Courts, places where everyone assembles,
and I never spoke of anything in secret.
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21Whyquestionme? Question thosewhohave listened
tomeas towhat I have spokenabout to them. Theymust
knowwhat I said.’

22When Jesus said this, one of the guards, who was stand-
ing near, gave him a blow with his hand. ‘Do you answer the
high priest like that?’ he exclaimed.

23 ‘If I said anything wrong, give evidence about it,’
replied Jesus, ‘but if not, why do you strikeme?’

24Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
25 Meanwhile Simon Peter was standing there, warming

himself; so they said to him, ‘Aren’t you also one of his
disciples?’ Peter denied it. ‘No, I am not,’ he said.

26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relation of the man
whose ear Peter had cut off, exclaimed, ‘Didn’t I myself see
you with him in the garden?’

27Peter again denied it; and at thatmoment a cock crowed.

28FromCaiaphas they took Jesus to theGovernment house.
It was early in the morning. But they did not enter the Gov-
ernment house themselves, otherwise they might become
defiled, and so be unable to eat the Passover.

29 Therefore Pilate came outside to speak to them. ‘What
charge do you bring against this man?’ he asked.

30 ‘If he had not been a criminal, we should not have given
him up to you,’ they answered.

31 ‘Take him yourselves,’ said Pilate, ‘and try him by your
own Law.’
‘We have no power to put anyone to death,’ the authorities

replied –
32 in fulfilment of what Jesus had said when indicating the

death that he was destined to die.
33After that, Pilate went into the Government house again,

andcalling Jesusup, askedhim, ‘Areyou thekingof the Jews?’
34 ‘Do you ask me that yourself?’ replied Jesus, ‘or did

others say it to you aboutme?’
35 ‘Doyou takeme for a Jew?’ was Pilate’s answer. ‘It is your

own nation and the chief priests who have given you up to
me. What have you done?’

36 ‘My kingly power,’ replied Jesus, ‘is not due to this
world. If it had been so, my servants would be doing
their utmost to preventmybeing givenup to the author-
ities; butmy kingly power is not from the world.’

37 ‘So you are a king after all!’ exclaimed Pilate. ‘Yes, it is
true I am a king,’ answered Jesus. ‘I was born for this, I
have come into the world for this – to bear testimony to
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the truth. Everyonewho is on the side of truth listens to
my voice.’

38 ‘What is truth?’ exclaimed Pilate. After saying this, he
went out to the crowd again, and said, ‘For my part, I find
nothing with which he can be charged.

39 It is, however, the custom forme to grant you the release
of one man at the Passover Festival. Do you wish for the
release of the king of the Jews?’

40 ‘No, not this man,’ they shouted again, ‘but Barabbas!’
This Barabbas was a robber.

19
1After that, Pilate had Jesus scourged.
2The soldiersmade a crownwith some thorns andput it on

his head and threw a purple robe round him.
3Theykept comingup tohimand saying, ‘Long live theking

of the Jews!’ and they gave him blow after blow with their
hands.

4Pilate again came outside, and said to the people, ‘Look! I
am bringing him out to you, so that youmay know that I find
nothing with which he can be charged.’

5Then Jesus cameoutside,wearing thecrownof thornsand
the purple robe; and Pilate said to them, ‘Here is theman!’

6 When the chief priests and the guards saw him, they
shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’
‘Take him yourselves and crucify him,’ said Pilate. ‘For my

part, I find nothing with which he can be charged.’
7 ‘But we,’ replied the crowd, ‘have a Law, under which he

deserves death for making himself out to be the Son of God.’
8When Pilate heard what they said, he became still more

alarmed;
9 and, going into the Government house again, he said to

Jesus, ‘Where do you come from?’
10 But Jesus made no reply. So Pilate said to him, ‘Do you

refuse to speak to me? Don’t you know that I have power to
release you, and have power to crucify you?’

11 ‘You would have no power over me at all,’ answered
Jesus, ‘if it had not been given you from above; and,
therefore, the man who betrayed me to you is guilty of
the greater sin.’

12 This made Pilate anxious to release him; but the crowd
shouted, ‘If you release that man, you are no friend of the
Emperor! Anyone who makes himself out to be a king is
setting himself against the Emperor!’



John 19:13 216 John 19:27

13 On hearing what they said, Pilate brought Jesus out,
and took his seat on the Bench at a place called “The Stone
Pavement” – in Hebrew “Gabbatha.”

14 It was the Passover Preparation day, and about noon.
Then he said to the crowd, ‘Here is your king!’

15 At that the people shouted, ‘Kill him! Kill him! Crucify
him!’
‘What! Should I crucify your king?’ exclaimed Pilate. ‘We

have no king but the Emperor,’ replied the chief priests;
16 so Pilate gave Jesus up to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus;
17 and he went out, carrying his cross himself, to the place

which is named from a skull, or, in Hebrew, Golgotha.
18There they crucified him, and two others with him – one

on each side, and Jesus between them.
19 Pilate also had these words written and put up over the

cross – “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
20 These words were read by many people, because the

place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and they
were written in Hebrew, Latin and Greek.

21The chief priests said to Pilate, ‘Do not write “The king of
the Jews”, but write what theman said – “I am the king of the
Jews.” ’

22 But Pilate answered, ‘What I have written, I have writ-
ten.’

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his
clothes and divided them into four shares – a share for each
soldier – and they took the coat also. The coat had no seam,
being woven in one piece from top to bottom.

24So they said to one another, ‘Donot let us tear it, but let us
cast lots for it, to see who will have it.’ This was in fulfilment
of the words of scripture –
“They sharedmy clothes among them,

and over my clothing they cast lots.”
That was what the soldiers did.
25 Meanwhile near the cross of Jesus were standing his
mother and his mother’s sister, as well as Mary the wife of
Clopas andMary of Magdala.
26 When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he
loved, standing near, he said to his mother, ‘There is your
son.’
27Then he said to that disciple, ‘There is yourmother.’ And
from that very hour the disciple took her to live in his house.
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28Afterwards, knowing that everything was now finished,
Jesus said, in fulfilment of the words of scripture, ‘I am
thirsty.’

29Therewas a bowl standing there full of commonwine; so
they put a sponge soaked in the wine on the end of a hyssop-
stalk, and held it up to his mouth.

30When Jesus had received the wine, he exclaimed, ‘All is
finished!’ Then, bowing his head, he resigned his spirit to
God.

31 It was the Preparation day, and so, to prevent the bodies
from remaining on the crosses during the Sabbath (for that
Sabbath was a great day), the Jews asked Pilate to have the
legs broken and the bodies removed.

32Accordingly the soldiers came and broke the legs of the
firstman, and then those of the otherwho had been crucified
with Jesus;

33 but, on coming to him, when they saw that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs.

34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a
spear, and blood andwater immediately flowed from it.

35This is the statement of one who actually saw it – and his
statementmay be relied on, and he knows that he is speaking
the truth – and it is given in order that you also may be
convinced.

36 For all this happened in fulfilment of the words of scrip-
ture – “Not one of its bones will be broken.”

37And there is anotherpassagewhich says – “Theywill look
on himwhom they pierced.”

38After this, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus – but
a secret one, owing to his fear of the religious authorities –
beggedPilate’s permission to remove thebodyof Jesus. Pilate
gave him leave; so Joseph went and removed the body.

39Nicodemus, too – themanwhohad formerly visited Jesus
by night – came with a roll of myrrh and aloes, weighing
nearly a hundred pounds.

40 They took the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen with
the spices, according to the Jewishmode of burial.

41At the place where Jesus had been crucified there was a
garden, and in the garden a newly made tomb in which no
one had ever been laid.

42And so, because of its being the Preparation day, and as
the tombwas close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

20
The Risen Life
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1On the first day of the week, early in the morning, while
it was still dark, Mary of Magdala went to the tomb, and saw
that the stone had been removed.

2 So she came running to Simon Peter, and to that other
disciple who was Jesus’ friend, and said to them, ‘They have
taken away the Master out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him!’

3So, Peter startedoffwith that otherdisciple, and theywent
to the tomb.

4 The two began running together; but the other disciple
ran faster than Peter, and reached the tomb first.

5 Stooping down, he saw the linen wrappings lying there,
but did not go in.

6 Presently Simon Peter came following behind him, and
went into the tomb; and he looked at the linen wrappings
lying there,

7 and the cloth which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the wrappings, but rolled up on one side, separately.

8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first,
went inside too, and he saw for himself and was convinced.

9For they did not then understand the passage of scripture
which says that Jesus must rise again from the dead.

10The disciples then returned to their companions.
11 Meanwhile Mary was standing close outside the tomb,

weeping. Still weeping, she leant forward into the tomb,
12 and perceived two angels clothed in white sitting there,

where the body of Jesus had been lying, one where the head
and the other where the feet had been.

13 ‘Why are you weeping?’ asked the angels. ‘They have
taken my Master away,’ she answered, ‘and I do not know
where they have laid him.’

14After saying this, she turned round, and looked at Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.

15 ‘Why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ he
asked. Supposing him to be the gardener, Mary answered, ‘If
itwas you, Sir, who carried himaway, tellmewhere youhave
laid him, and I will take him awaymyself.’

16 ‘Mary!’ said Jesus. She turned round, and exclaimed in
Hebrew, ‘Rabboni!’ (or, as we should say, “teacher”).

17 ‘Do not hold me,’ Jesus said, ‘for I have not yet as-
cended to the Father. But go to my brothers, and tell
them that I am ascending to him who is my Father and
their Father, my God and their God.’

18Mary ofMagdalawent and told the disciples that she had
seen theMaster, and that he had said this to her.
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19 In the evening of the same day – the first day of the
week – after the doors of the room, in which the disciples
were, hadbeen shut because theywere afraid of the religious
authorities, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you’;

20 after which he showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were filled with joy when they saw theMaster.

21 Again Jesus said to them, ‘Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me as his messenger, so I am sending
you.’

22 After saying this, he breathed on them, and said, ‘Re-
ceive the Holy Spirit;

23 if you remit anyone’s sins, they have been remitted;
and, if you retain them, they have been retained.’

24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, called “The Twin,” was
not with themwhen Jesus came;

25 so the rest of the disciples said to him, ‘We have seen the
Master!’
‘Unless I see the marks of the nails in his hands,’ he ex-

claimed, ‘and put my finger into themarks, and put my hand
into his side, I will not believe it.’

26 A week later the disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. After the doors had been shut, Jesus
came and stood among them, and said, ‘Peace be with you.’

27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Place your finger here, and
look at my hands; and place your hand here, and put it
intomy side; and do not refuse to believe, but believe.’

28And Thomas exclaimed, ‘MyMaster, andmy God!’
29 ‘Is it because you have seen me that you have be-

lieved?’ said Jesus. ‘Blessed are they who have not seen,
and yet have believed!’

30 There were many other signs of his mission that Jesus
gave in presence of the disciples, which are not recorded in
this book;

31 but these have been recorded so that you may believe
that Jesus is theChrist, theSonofGod –and that, throughyour
belief in his name, youmay have life.

21
1 Later on, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by

the Sea of Tiberias.
2 It was in this way, – Simon Peter, Thomas, who was called

“TheTwin,”Nathanael of Cana inGalilee, Zebedee’s sons, and
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two other disciples of Jesus, were together, when SimonPeter
said,

3 ‘I am going fishing.’
‘Wewill comewith you,’ said the others. Theywent out and

got into the boat, but caught nothing that night.
4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus came and stood on the

beach; but the disciples did not know that it was he.
5 ‘My children,’ he said, ‘have you anything to eat?’
‘No,’ they answered.
6 ‘Castyournet to therightof theboat,’he said, ‘andyou

will find fish.’ So they cast the net, and now they could not
haul it in because of the quantity of fish.

7 The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the
Master!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Master,
he fastened his coat round him (for he had taken it off), and
threw himself into the sea.

8But the rest of thedisciples came in theboat (for theywere
only about ahundred yards fromshore), dragging thenet full
of fish.

9When they had come ashore, they found a charcoal fire
ready, with some fish already on it, and some bread as well.

10 ‘Bring some of the fish which you have just caught,’
said Jesus.

11 So Simon Peter got into the boat and hauled the net
ashore full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them;
and yet, although there were so many, the net had not been
torn.

12 ‘Come and have breakfast.’, Jesus said. None of the
disciples dared ask him who he was, because they knew it
was theMaster.

13 Jesus went and took the bread and gave it to them, and
the fish too.

14This was the third time that Jesus showed himself to the
disciples after he had risen from the dead.

15When breakfast was over, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Si-
mon, son of John, do you lovememore than the others?’
‘Yes,Master,’heanswered, ‘youknowthat I amyour friend.’
‘Feedmy lambs,’ said Jesus.
16 Then, a second time, Jesus asked, ‘Simon, son of John,

do you loveme?’
‘Yes,Master,’heanswered, ‘youknowthat I amyour friend.’
‘Tendmy sheep,’ said Jesus.
17 The third time, Jesus said to him, ‘Simon, son of John,

are you my friend?’ Peter was hurt at his third question
being “Are you my friend?”; and exclaimed, ‘Master, you
know everything! You can tell that I am your friend.’
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‘Feedmy sheep,’ said Jesus.
18 ‘In truth I tell you,’ he continued, ‘when you were

young, you used to put on your own clothes, and walk
wherever you wished; but, when you have grown old,
you will have to stretch out your hands, while someone
else puts on your clothes, and takes you where you do
not wish.’

19 Jesus said this to show the death by which Peter was to
honour God, and then he added, ‘Followme.’

20 Peter turned round, and saw the disciple whom Jesus
loved following – the one who at the supper leant back on
the Master’s shoulder, and asked him who it was who would
betray him.

21 Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, what about this
man?’

22 ‘If it is my will that he should wait until I come,’
answered Jesus, ‘what has that to dowith you? Followme
yourself.’

23 So the report spread among his followers that that disci-
ple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say that hewas not to die,
but said ‘If it is my will that he should wait until I come,
what has that to dowith you?’

24 It is this disciple who states these things, and who
recorded them; and we know that his statement is true.

25 There are many other things which Jesus did; but, if
every one of them were to be recorded in detail, I suppose
that even theworld itselfwouldnothold thebooks thatwould
be written.
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The
Acts

of the Apostles
The Church and the Jews

The Acts of the Apostles Peter and John
1The first account which I drew up, Theophilus, dealt with

all that Jesus did and taught from the very first,
2 down to that day on which he was taken up to heaven,

after he had, by the help of the Holy Spirit, given instructions
to the apostles whom he had chosen.

3With abundant proofs, he showed himself to them, still
living, after his death; appearing to them from time to time
during forty days, and speaking of all that related to the
kingdom of God.

4 And once, when he had gathered them together, he
charged themnot to leave Jerusalem, but towait there for the
fulfilment of the Father’s promise – ‘that promise,’ he said,
‘of which you have heardme speak;

5 for, while John baptised with water, you will be bap-
tisedwith theHolySpiritbeforemanydayshavepassed.’

6 So, when the apostles had met together, they asked Jesus
this question – ‘Master, is this the timewhen you intend to re-
establish the kingdom for Israel?’

7 His answer was, ‘It is not for you to know times or
hours, for the Father has reserved these for his own
decision;

8but you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit will
have descended on you, andwill bewitnesses formenot
only in Jerusalem, but throughout Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.’

9 No sooner had Jesus said this than he was caught up
before their eyes, and a cloud received him from their sight.

10While they were still gazing up into the heavens, as he
went, suddenly twomen, clothed inwhite, stoodbeside them,

11 and said, ‘People of Galilee, why are you standing here
looking up into the heavens? This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into the heavens, will come in the same way
in which you have seen him go into the heavens.’

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill
calledOlivet, which is about three quarters of amile from the
city.
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13When they reached Jerusalem, they went to the upstairs
room,where theywere staying. Therewere therePeter, John,
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and
Judas the son of James.

14 They all united in devoting themselves to prayer, and
so did some women, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, and his
brothers.

15 About this time, at a meeting of the Lord’s followers,
when there were about a hundred and twenty present, Peter
rose to speak.

16 ‘Friends,’ he said, ‘it was necessary that the prediction of
scripture should be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit made by
the lips of David about Judas, who acted as guide to the men
who arrested Jesus,

17 for he was one of our number and had his part allotted
him in this work of ours.’

18 (Thismanhadbought a piece of landwith the price of his
treachery; and, falling heavily, his body had burst open, and
all his bowels protruded.

19 This became known to everyone living in Jerusalem, so
that the field came to be called, in their language, “Akel-
dama,”whichmeans the “Field of Blood.”)

20 ‘For in the book of Psalms,’ Peter continued, ‘it is said –
“Let his home become desolate,

and let no one live in it”;

and also –
“His office let another take.”
21Therefore, from among themenwho have beenwith us all
the time that Jesus, our Master, went in and out among us –
22 fromhis baptismby Johndown to that dayonwhichhewas
taken fromus – someonemust be found to joinus as awitness
of his resurrection.’
23 So they put forward two men, Joseph called Barsabbas,
whose other namewas Justus, andMatthias;
24and they offered this prayer –
‘Lord,who reads all hearts, showwhich of these twomenyou

have chosen
25 to take the place in this apostolic work, which Judas has
abandoned, to go to his proper place.’
26 Then they drew lots between them; and, the lot having
fallen to Matthias, he was added to the number of the eleven
apostles.
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2
1 In the course of the Festival at the close of the Harvest the

disciples had all met together,
2when suddenly there came from the heavens a noise like

a strong wind rushing by; it filled the whole house in which
they were sitting.

3Then there appeared tongues ofwhat seemed to be flame,
separating, so that one settled on each of them;

4 and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began
to speak in different languages as the Spirit prompted their
utterances.

5Now there were then staying in Jerusalem religious Jews
from every country in the world;

6 and, when this sound was heard, numbers of people
collected, in the greatest excitement, because each of them
heard the disciples speaking in his own language.

7 They were utterly amazed, and kept asking in astonish-
ment, ‘What! Are not all these people who are speaking
Galileans?

8 Then how is it that we each of us hear them in our own
language?

9 Some of us are Parthians, some Medes, some Elamites;
and some of us live in Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappado-
cia, in Pontus and Roman Asia,

10 in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the districts of
Libya adjoining Cyrene; some of us are visitors from Rome,

11 either Jews by birth or converts, and some are Cretans
andArabians –yetweall alikehear themspeaking inourown
languages of the great things that God has done.’

12They were all utterly amazed and bewildered.
‘What does it mean?’ they asked one another.
13 But there were some who said with a sneer, ‘They have

had toomuch newwine.’
14 Then Peter, surrounded by the eleven other apostles,

stood up, and, raising his voice, addressed the crowd. ‘People
of Judea,’hebegan, ‘andall youwhoare staying in Jerusalem,
let me tell you what this means. Mark well mywords.

15These people are not drunk, as you suppose; for it is only
now nine in themorning! No!

16This is what is spoken of in the prophet Joel –
17 “It will come about in the last days,” God says,

“That I will pour out my Spirit on all humanity;
your sons and your daughters will become prophets,
your youngmenwill see visions,
and your oldmen dream dreams;
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18 yes, even on the slaves – for they are mine – both men
andwomen,

I will in those days pour out my Spirit,
and they will become prophets;

19and I will showwonders in the heavens above,
and signs on the earth below –

blood and fire andmist of smoke;
20 the sun will become darkness,
and themoon blood-red,

before the day of the Lord comes – that great and awful
day.

21 Then will everyone who invokes the name of the
Lord be saved.”

22 People of Israel, listen to what I am saying. Jesus of
Nazareth, amanwhosemission fromGod to youwas proved
by miracles, wonders, and signs, which God showed among
you through him, as you know full well –
23 he, I say, in accordance with God’s definite plan and with
his previous knowledge,was betrayed, and you, by the hands
of lawless men, nailed him to a cross and put him to death.
24 But God released him from the pangs of death and raised
him to life, it being impossible for death to retain its hold on
him.
25 Indeed hewas the oneDavidwas referring towhen he said
–
“I have had the Lord ever before my eyes,

for he stands at my right hand, so that I should not be
disquieted.

26 Therefore my heart was cheered, and my tongue told its
delight;

yes, evenmy body, too, will rest in hope;
27For you will not abandonmy soul to Hades,

nor surrenderme, your holy one, to undergo corruption.
28You have shownme the path to life,

you will fill me with gladness in your presence.”
29Friends, I can speak to you the more confidently about the
patriarchDavid, because he is dead andburied, and his tomb
is here among us to this very day.
30 David, then, prophet as he was, knowing that God had
solemnly sworn to him to set one of his descendants on his
throne, looked into the future,
31and referred to the resurrection of the Christ when he said
that he had not been abandoned to Hades, nor had his body
undergone corruption.
32 Itwas this Jesus,whomGod raised to life; andof thatweare
ourselves all witnesses.
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33 And now that he has been exalted to the right hand of
God, and has received from the Father the promised gift of
the Holy Spirit, he has begun to pour out that gift, as you
yourselves now see and hear.
34 It was not David who went up into heaven; for he himself
says –
“The Lord said to mymaster, ‘Sit onmy right hand,
35Until I put your enemies as a footstool under your feet.’ ”
36So let thewholenationof Israel knowbeyondall doubt, that
God has made him both Lord and Christ – this Jesus whom
you crucified.’

37 When the people heard this, they were conscience-
smitten, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
‘Friends, what can we do?’

38 ‘Repent,’ answered Peter, ‘and be baptised every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and then youwill receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

39For the promise is for you and for your children, and also
for all those now far away,whomaybe called by the Lord our
God.’

40 Peter spoke to them for a long time using many other
arguments and pleaded with them – ‘Save yourselves from
the perverse spirit of this age.’

41 So those who accepted his teaching were baptised, and
about three thousand people joined the disciples on that day
alone.

42 They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles
and to the Common life of the church, to the breaking of the
bread and to the Prayers.

43 A deep impression was made on everyone, and many
wonders and signs were done at the hands of the apostles.

44 All who became believers in Christ held everything for
the common use;

45 they sold their property and their goods, and shared
the proceeds among them all, according to their individual
needs.

46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together
in the Temple Courts, and to the breaking of bread at their
homes, while they partook of their food in simple-hearted
gladness, praising God, and winning the goodwill of all the
people.

47 And the Lord daily added to their company those who
were in the path of salvation.
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3
1One day, as Peter and Johnwere going up into the Temple

Courts for the three o’clock Prayers,
2 a man, who had been lame from his birth, was being

carried by. This man used to be set down every day at the
gate of the Temple called “the Beautiful Gate,” to beg of those
whowent in.

3 Seeing Peter and John on the point of entering, he asked
them to give him something.

4Peterfixedhis eyesonhim, andsodid John, and thenPeter
said, ‘Look at us.’

5 The man was all attention, expecting to get something
from them;

6 but Peter added, ‘I have no gold or silver, but I give you
what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up
andwalk.’

7Grasping the lameman by the right hand, Peter lifted him
up. Instantly theman’s feet and ankles became strong,

8 and, leaping up, he stood and began to walk about, and
then went with them into the Temple Courts, walking, and
leaping, and praising God.

9All the people saw himwalking about and praising God;
10 and, when they recognised him as the man who used

to sit begging at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, they were
utterly astonished andamazed atwhat hadhappened tohim.

11While theman still clung to Peter and John, the people all
quickly gathered round them in the Colonnade named after
Solomon, in the greatest astonishment.

12On seeing this, Peter said to the people, ‘People of Israel,
why are you surprised at this? And why do you stare at us,
as thoughwe, by any power or piety of our own, had enabled
this man to walk?

13The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our an-
cestors, hasdonehonour tohis servant Jesus –himwhomyou
gave up and disowned before Pilate, when he had decided to
set him free.

14 You, I say, disowned the holy and righteous one, and
asked for the release of a murderer!

15 The guide to life you put to death! But God raised him
from the dead – and of that we are ourselves witnesses.

16 And it is by faith in the name of Jesus, that this man,
whom you all see and know, has – by his name – been made
strong. Yes, it is the faith inspired by Jesus that hasmade this
complete cure of theman, before the eyes of you all.

17 And yet, my friends, I know that you acted as you did
from ignorance, and your rulers also.
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18 But it was in this way that God fulfilled all that he had
long ago foretold, as to the sufferings of his Christ, by the lips
of all the prophets.

19 Therefore, repent and turn so that your sins may be
wiped away; so that happier times may come from the Lord
himself,

20 and so that he may send you, in Jesus, your long-
appointed Christ.

21 But heaven must be his home, until the days of the
Universal Restoration, of which God has spoken by the lips
of his holy prophets from the very first.

22Moses himself said –
“The Lord your God will raise up from among yourselves

a prophet, as he raised me. To him you will listen
whenever he speaks to you.

23 And it will be that should anyone among the people not
listen to that prophet, he will be utterly destroyed.”
24 Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel onwards, and all
their successors who had a message to deliver, told of these
days.
25You yourselves are the heirs of the prophets, and heirs, too,
of the covenant which God made with your ancestors, when
he said to Abraham –
“In your descendants will all the nations of the earth be

blessed.”
26 For you, first, God raised up his servant, and sent him to
bless you, by turning each one of you from his wicked ways.’

4
1While Peter and Johnwere still speaking to thepeople, the

chief priest, with the officer in charge at the Temple and the
Sadducees, came up to them,

2 much annoyed because they were teaching the people,
and because, through Jesus, they were preaching the resur-
rection from the dead.

3They arrested the apostles and, as it was already evening,
had them placed in custody until the next day.

4 Many, however, of those who had heard the apostles’
message became believers in Christ, the number of the men
alone amounting to about five thousand.

5 The next day, a meeting of the leaders of the people, the
elders, and the teachers of the Lawwas held in Jerusalem.

6Therewere presentAnnas thehighpriest, Caiaphas, John,
Alexander, and all who were of High-Priestly rank.
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7They had Peter and John brought before them, and ques-
tioned them.
‘By what power,’ they asked, ‘Or in whose name have men

like you done this thing?’
8Then, Peter, filledwith theHoly Spirit, said, ‘Leaders of the

people and elders,
9 since we are on our trial today for a kind act done to a

helplessman, andareasked inwhatway themanherebefore
you has been cured,

10 let me tell you all and all the people of Israel, that it is by
thenameof JesusChrist ofNazareth,whomyoucrucifiedand
whomGod raised from the dead – it is, I say, by his name that
this man stands here before you lame no longer.

11 Jesus is “the stonewhich, scornedbyyou thebuilders, has
yet become the corner stone.”

12And salvation is in him alone; for there is no other name
in the whole world, given to people, to which we must look
for our salvation.’

13When the Council saw how boldly Peter and John spoke,
and found that theywereuneducatedmenof humble station,
they were surprised, and realised that they had been com-
panions of Jesus.

14But, when they looked at the man who had been healed,
standing there with them, they had nothing to say.

15 So they ordered them out of court, and then began
consulting together.

16 ‘What are we to do to these men?’ they asked one
another. ‘That a remarkable sign has been given through
them is obvious to everyone living in Jerusalem, and we
cannot deny it.

17But, to prevent this thing from spreading further among
the people, let us warn them not to speak in this name any
more to anyone whatever.’

18 So they called the apostles in, and ordered them not to
speak or teach in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John replied, ‘Whether it is right, in the
sight of God, to listen to you rather than to him – judge for
yourselves,

20 for we cannot help speaking of what we have seen and
heard.’

21However, after further warnings, the Council set them at
liberty, not seeing any safe way of punishing them, because
of the people, for they were all praising God for what had
occurred;

22 for the man who was the subject of this miraculous cure
wasmore than forty years old.
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23 After they had been set at liberty, the apostles went to
their friends and told them what the chief priests and the
elders had said to them.

24All who heard their story, moved by a common impulse,
raised their voices to God in prayer:
‘Sovereign Lord, it is you who has made the heavens, the

earth, the sea, and everything that is in them,
25 and who, by the lips of our ancestor, your servant David,
who spoke under the influence of the Holy Spirit, have said –

“Why did the nations rage,
and the peoples form vain designs?

26The kings of the earth set their array,
and its rulers gathered together,

against the Lord and against his Christ.”
27 There have indeed gathered together in this city against

your holy servant Jesus, whom you has consecrated
the Christ, not Herod and Pontius Pilate only, but the
nations and the people of Israel besides –

28 yet only to do what you, by your power and of your own
will, did long ago destine to be done.
29Now, therefore, Lord, mark their threats, and enable your
servants, with all fearlessness, to tell yourmessage,
30while you stretch out your hand to heal, and cause signs
and wonders to take place through the name of your holy
servant Jesus.’
31When their prayerwas ended, theplace inwhich theywere
assembledwas shaken; and theywere all filledwith the Holy
Spirit, and began to tell God’s message fearlessly.

32 The whole body of those who had become believers in
Christ were of one heart and mind. Not one of them claimed
any of his goods as his own, but everything was held for the
common use.

33 The apostles continued with great power to bear their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s
blessing rested on them all abundantly.

34Nor was there anyone in need among them, for all who
were owners of land or houses sold them, and brought the
proceeds of the sales

35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and then everyone
received a share in proportion to his wants.

36 A Levite of Cyprian birth, named Joseph, (who had
received fromtheapostles theadditionalnameof “Barnabas”
–whichmeans “The Consoler,”)

37Sold a farm that belonged to him, andbrought themoney
and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
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5
1Therewas, however, amannamedAnanias,who,with his

wife Sapphira, sold some property,
2and,withher connivance, keptback someof theproceeds.

He brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
3 ‘Ananias,’ Peter exclaimed, ‘how is it that Satan has so

taken possession of your heart that you have lied to the Holy
Spirit, and kept back a part of themoney paid for the land?

4While itwas unsold, was not it your own? And after itwas
sold, was not the money at your own disposal? How did you
come to think of such a thing? You have lied, not to people,
but to God!’

5As Ananias heard these words, he fell down and expired;
and everyone who heard of it was appalled.

6 The young men got up, and, winding the body in a sheet,
carried it out and buried it.

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in,
not knowing what had happened.

8 ‘Is it true,’ Peter asked, addressing her, ‘that you sold your
land for such a sum?’
‘Yes,’ she answered, ‘we did.’
9 Then Peter said, ‘How did you come to agree to provoke

theSpirit of theLord? Listen! The footstepsof thosewhohave
buried your husband are at the door; and theywill carry you
out too.’

10 Instantly Sapphira fell down at Peter’s feet and expired.
On coming in, the youngmen foundher dead; so they carried
her out and buried her by her husband’s side.

11Thewhole churchandallwhoheardof these eventswere
appalled.

12Many signs and wonders continued to occur among the
people, through the instrumentality of the apostles, whose
custom it was to meet all together in the Colonnade of
Solomon;

13but of the rest no one ventured to join them. On the other
hand, the people were full of their praise,

14andstill largernumbers, bothofmenandwomen, as they
became believers in the Lord, were added to their number.

15 The consequence was that people would bring out their
sick even into the streets, and lay them on mattresses and
mats, in the hope that, as Peter came by, at least his shadow
might fall on someone of them.

16 Besides this, the inhabitants of the towns round
Jerusalem flocked into the city, bringing with them their
sick and those who were troubled by foul spirits; and they
were cured everyone.
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17At this the high priest was roused to action, and he and
all his supporters (who formed the party of the Sadducees),
moved by jealousy,

18arrested the apostles, and had them placed in custody.
19An angel of the Lord, however, opened the prison doors

at night and led them out.
20 ‘Go,’ he said, ‘and stand in the Temple Courts, and tell the

people the whole message of this new life.’
21 When they heard this, they went at daybreak into the

Temple Courts, and began to teach. The high priest and
his party, on their arrival, summoned the High Council,
including all the leaders of the people among the Israelites,
and sent to the jail to fetch the apostles.

22But, when the officers got there, they did not find them in
the prison; so they returned and reported that,

23 while they had found the jail barred securely and the
guards posted at the doors, yet, on opening them, they had
not found anyone inside.

24When the officer in charge at the Temple and the chief
priests heard their story, they were perplexed about the
apostles and as to what all this would lead to.

25 Presently, however, someone came and told them, that
themenwhom they had put in prisonwere actually standing
in the Temple Courts, teaching the people.

26 Then, the officer went with his men and fetched the
apostles – without using violence, for they were afraid of
being stoned by the people –

27 and then brought them before the Council. The high
priest demanded an explanation from them.

28 ‘We gave you strict orders,’ he said, ‘not to teach in this
name. Yet you have actually flooded Jerusalem with your
teaching, and you want to make us responsible for the death
of this man.’

29To this Peter and the apostles replied, ‘Wemust obeyGod
rather than people.

30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, whom you put to
death by hanging him on a cross.

31 It is this Jesus whom God has exalted to his right hand,
to be a guide and a Saviour, to give Israel repentance and
forgiveness of sins.

32Andwe arewitness to the truth of this, and so is the Holy
Spirit – the gift of God to those who obey him.’

33Themembers of the Council became frantic with rage on
hearing this, and were for putting the apostles to death.
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34 But Gamaliel, a Pharisee, who was a Doctor of the Law
and who was held in universal respect, rose in the Council,
and directed that the men should be taken out of court for a
little while.

35He then said, ‘People of Israel, take care as to what you
intend to do with these men.

36 For not long ago Theudas appeared, professing to be
somebody, and was joined by a body of some four hundred
men. But he was killed; and all his followers scattered and
dwindled away.

37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared at the time of
the census, and induced people to follow him; yet he, too,
perished and all his followers were dispersed.

38 And, in this present case, my advice to you is not to
interferewith thesemen, but to leave them alone, for, if their
designs and theirwork aremerely of human origin, theywill
come to an end;

39but, if they are of divine origin, you will be powerless to
put an end to them – or else youmay find yourselves fighting
against God!’

40The Council followed his advice, and, calling the apostles
in, had them flogged, and then, after cautioning them not to
speak in the name of Jesus, set them free.

41 But the apostles left the Council, rejoicing that they had
been thought worthy to suffer disgrace for that name;

42and never for a single day, either in the Temple Courts or
in private houses, did they cease to teach, or to tell the good
news of Jesus, the Christ.

6
1 About this time, when the number of the disciples was

constantly increasing, complaints were made by the Greek
speaking Jews against the Aramaic speaking Jews, that their
widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution.

2The Twelve, therefore, called together the general body of
the disciples and said to them, ‘It is notwell for us to see to the
distribution at the tables and neglect God’s message.

3 Therefore, friends, look for seven men of reputation
among yourselves, wise and spiritually-mindedmen, andwe
will appoint them to attend to this matter;

4whilewe, for ourpart,will devote ourselves toprayer, and
to the delivery of themessage.’

5 This proposal was unanimously agreed to; and the dis-
ciples chose Stephen – a man full of faith and of the Holy
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Spirit – and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicholas of Antioch, a former convert to Judaism;

6 and they brought these men to the apostles, who, after
praying, placed their hands on them.

7So God’s message spread, and the number of the disciples
continued to increase rapidly in Jerusalem, and a large body
of the priests accepted the faith.

8 Meanwhile Stephen, divinely helped and strengthened,
was showing great wonders and signs among the people.

9 But some members of the Synagogue of the Freed Slaves
(as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and Visitors from
Cilicia and Roman Asia, were roused to action and began
disputing with Stephen;

10yet they were quite unable to withstand the wisdom and
the inspiration with which he spoke.

11 Then they induced some men to assert that they had
heard Stephen saying blasphemous things against Moses,
and against God;

12 and they stirred up the people, as well as the elders and
the teachersof theLaw, andset onStephen, andarrestedhim,
and brought him before the High Council.

13There they producedwitnesses who gave false evidence.
‘This man,’ they said, ‘is incessantly saying things against

this holy place and the Law;
14 indeed, we have heard him declare that this Jesus of

Nazareth will destroy this place, and change the customs
handed down to us byMoses.’

15 The eyes of all the members of the Council were riveted
on Stephen, and they saw his face looking like the face of an
angel.

7
1Then the high priest asked, ‘Is this true?’
2Stephenreplied, ‘Brothersand fathers, hearwhat Ihave to

say. God, whomanifests himself in the glory, appeared to our
ancestor Abrahamwhen hewas inMesopotamia, and before
he settled in Haran, and said to him –

3 “Leave your country and your people, and come into the
country that I will show you.”

4 And so Abraham left the country of the Chaldaeans and
settled inHaran; and from there, after his father’s death, God
causedhimtomigrate into this country, inwhichyouarenow
living.
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5God did not at that time give him any part of it, not even a
foot of ground. But he promised to give him possession of it
and his descendants after him, though at that time he had no
child.

6 God’s words were these – “Abraham’s descendants will
live in a foreign country, where they will be enslaved and ill-
treated for four hundred years.

7 But I myself will judge the nation, to which they will
be enslaved,” God said, “and after that they will leave the
country and worshipme in this place.”

8Then God made with Abraham the covenant of circumci-
sion; and under it Abraham became the father of Isaac, and
circumcised him when he was eight days old; and Isaac be-
came the father of Jacob; and Jacob of the Twelve Patriarchs.

9The Patriarchs, out of jealousy, sold Joseph into slavery in
Egypt; but God was with him,

10 and delivered him out of all his troubles, and enabled
him to win favour and show wisdom before Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, who appointed him Governor of Egypt and of his
whole household.

11 Then a famine spread over the whole of Egypt and
Canaan, causing great distress, and our ancestors could find
no food.

12 Hearing, however, that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob
sent our ancestors there on their first visit.

13 In the course of their second visit, Joseph revealed him-
self tohisbrothers, andhis familybecameknown toPharaoh.

14Then Joseph sent an urgent invitation to his father Jacob
and to his relatives, seventy-five persons in all;

15 and so Jacob went down into Egypt. There he died, and
our ancestors also,

16 and their bodies were removed to Shechem, and laid in
the tomb which Abraham had bought for a sum of money
from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

17As the time drew near for the fulfilment of the promise
which God had made to Abraham, the people increased
largely in numbers in Egypt,

18 until a new king, who knew nothing of Joseph, came to
the throne.

19 This king acted deceitfully towards our people and ill-
treated our ancestors, making them abandon their own in-
fants, so that they should not be reared.

20 It was just at this time that Moses was born. He was
an exceedingly beautiful child, and for three months was
brought up in his own father’s house;

21 and, when he was abandoned, the daughter of Pharaoh
found him and brought him up as her own son.



Acts 7:22 236 Acts 7:38

22 So Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyp-
tians, and proved his ability both by his words and actions.

23When he was in his fortieth year, he resolved to visit his
fellow Israelites;

24and, seeing an Israelite ill-treated, he defended him, and
avenged theman, whowas beingwronged, by striking down
the Egyptian.

25He thought his own people would understand that God
was using him to save them; but they failed to do so.

26Thenext dayhe again appearedon the scene,when some
of themwerefighting, and tried tomakepeacebetween them.
“Men,” he said, “you are brothers; how is it that you are ill-
treating one another?”

27 But the man who was ill-treating his fellow workman
pushed Moses aside saying – “Who made you a ruler and
judge over us?

28Do youmean tomake awaywithme as you did yesterday
with that Egyptian?”

29At these words Moses took to flight, and became an exile
in Midian; and there he had two sons born to him.

30 Forty years had passed when there appeared to him, in
the desert ofMount Sinai, an angel in aflameof fire in a bush.

31WhenMoses saw it, he was astonished at the vision; but
on his going nearer to look at it more closely, the voice of the
Lord was heard to say –

32 “I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses trembled, and did not dare to look.

33 Then the Lord said to him – “Take your sandals off your
feet, for the spot where you are standing is holy ground.

34 I have seen theoppressionofmypeoplewhoare inEgypt,
and heard their groans, and I have come down to deliver
them. Come now and I will send you into Egypt.”

35 This same Moses, whom they had disowned with the
words – “Who made you a ruler and a judge?” was the man
whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer, under the
guidance of the angel that had appeared to him in the bush.

36He it waswho led themout, after he had shownwonders
and signs in Egypt, in the Red Sea, and in the desert during
forty years.

37Thiswas theMoseswho said to thepeople of Israel – “God
will raiseup for you, fromamongyourselves, a prophet, as he
raised upme.”

38 He, too, it was who was present at the assembly in the
desert, with the angel who talked to him onMount Sinai, and
with our ancestors, and who received living truths to impart
to you.



Acts 7:39 237 Acts 7:54

39Yet ourancestors refusedhimobedience;more than that,
they rejected him, and in their hearts turned back to Egypt,

40while they said to Aaron – “Make us Gods who will lead
theway forus, since, as for thisMoseswhohasbroughtus out
of Egypt, we do not knowwhat has become of him.”

41 That was the time when they made the calf and offered
sacrifice to their idol, and held festivities in honour of their
own handiwork!

42So God turned from them and left them to theworship of
the Starry Host, as is written in the book of the prophets –
“Did you offer victims and sacrifices to me, house of Israel,

all those forty years in the desert?
43You took with you the tent whereMoloch is worshipped
and the star of the god Rephan –

the images which you hadmade to worship.
Therefore I will exile you beyond Babylon.”

44Our ancestors had the tent where they worshipped God in
the desert, constructed, just as he who spoke to Moses had
directed him tomake it, after themodel which he had seen.
45 This tent, which was handed down to them, was brought
into this country by our ancestors who accompanied Joshua
(at the conquest of thenations thatGoddroveoutbefore their
advance), and remained here until the time of David.
46 David found favour with God, and prayed that he might
provide the God of Jacob with a place to reside.
47But it was Solomonwho built a house for God.
48Yet it is not in buildings made by hands that the Most High
dwells. As the prophet says –
49 “The heavens are a throne for me,

and the earth a stool for my feet.
What manner of house will you build me, asks the Lord,

or what place is there where I may rest?
50Was it not my hand that made all these things?”

51 Stubborn people, heathen in heart and ears, you are for
ever resisting the Holy Spirit; your ancestors did it, and you
are doing it still.
52Which of the prophets escaped persecution at their hands?
They killed those who foretold the coming of the righteous
one; of whom you, in your turn, have now become the
betrayers andmurderers –
53youwho received the Lawas transmitted by angels and yet
failed to keep it.’

54 As they listened to this, the Council grew frantic with
rage, and gnashed their teeth at Stephen.
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55 He, filled as he was with the Holy Spirit, fixed his eyes
intently on the heavens, and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at God’s right hand.

56 ‘Look,’ he exclaimed, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of
Man standing at God’s right hand!’

57At this, with a loud shout, they stopped their ears and all
rushed on him, forced him outside the city,

58andbegan to stonehim, thewitnesses laying their clothes
at the feet of a youngman named Saul.

59 And they stoned Stephen, while he cried to the Lord,
‘Lord Jesus! Receive my spirit!’

60 Falling on his knees, he called out loudly, ‘Lord! Do
not charge them with this sin;’ and with these words he fell
asleep.

8
1 Saul approved of his being put to death.
On that very day a great persecution broke out against the

church which was in Jerusalem; and its members, with the
exception of the apostles, were all scattered over the districts
of Judea and Samaria.

2 Some religious men buried Stephen, with loud lamenta-
tions for him.

3But Saul began to devastate the church; he entered house
after house, dragged out men and women alike, and threw
them into prison.

4 Now those who were scattered in different directions
went from place to place proclaiming the good news.

5Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and there began
to preach the Christ.

6The people, one and all, listened attentively towhat Philip
told them, when they heard of, and saw, the miracles which
he was working.

7For thereweremany instances of peoplewith foul spirits,
where the spirits, with loud screams, came out of them; and
manywhowere paralysed or lamewere cured,

8 so that there was great rejoicing throughout that city.
9 There was staying in the city a man named Simon, who

had been practicing magic there and mystifying the Samari-
tan people, giving himself out to be some great being.

10 Everyone, high and low, paid attention to him. “This
man,” they used to say, “must be that power of God which
people call ‘The Great Power.’ ”

11 And they paid attention to him because they had for a
long time beenmystified by his magic arts.
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12 However, when they came to believe Philip, as he told
them the good news about the kingdom of God and the name
of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, bothmen andwomen.

13 Even Simon believed, and after his baptism attached
himself to Philip, andwas in his turnmystified at seeing signs
and great miracles constantly occurring.

14When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that the Samari-
tans had welcomed God’s message, they sent Peter and John
to them;

15 and they, on their arrival, prayed that the Samaritans
might receive the Holy Spirit.

16 (As yet the Spirit had not descended on any of them; they
had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus).

17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit.

18When Simon saw that it was through the placing of the
apostles’ hands on them that the Spirit was given, he brought
them a sum of money and said,

19 ‘Give me also this power of yours, so that, if I place my
hands on anyone, hemay receive the Holy Spirit.’

20 ‘A curse on you and on your silver,’ Peter exclaimed, ‘for
thinking that God’s free gift can be bought withmoney!

21You have no share or part in ourmessage, for your heart
is not right with God.

22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray
to the Lord, that, if possible, you may be forgiven for such a
thought;

23 for I see that you have fallen into the bitterness of envy
and the fetters of sin.’

24 ‘Pray to the Lord for me, all of you,’ Simon answered, ‘so
thatnoneof the thingsyouhavespokenofmayhappen tome.’

25 Peter and John, having borne their testimony and deliv-
ered the Lord’s message, returned to Jerusalem, telling the
good news, as they went, in many Samaritan villages.

26Meanwhile an angel of the Lord had said to Philip, ‘Set
out on a journey southwards, along the road that runs down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (It is now deserted).

27 So Philip set out on a journey; and on his way he came
on an official of high rank, in the service of Candace, Queen
of the Abyssinians. He was her treasurer, and had been to
Jerusalem to worship,

28andwas nowonhisway home, sitting in his carriage and
reading the prophet Isaiah.

29The Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go up to the carriage over there
and keep close to it.’
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30SoPhilip ranup, andheheard theAbyssinian reading the
prophet Isaiah.
‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ he asked.
31 ‘How can I,’ the other answered, ‘unless someone will

explain it to me?’ and he invited Philip to get up and sit by
his side.

32The passage of scripturewhich hewas readingwas this –
“Like a sheep, he was led away to slaughter,

and as a lamb is dumb in the hands of its shearer,
so he refrains from opening his lips.

33Hewas humiliated and justice was denied him.
Whowill tell the story of his generation?

For his life is cut off from earth.”
34 ‘Now,’ said the Treasurer, addressing Philip, ‘tell me, of
whom is the prophet speaking? Of himself, or of someone
else?’
35Then Philip began, and, taking this passage as his text, told
him the good news about Jesus.

36 Presently, as they were going along the road, they came
to some water, and the Treasurer exclaimed, ‘Look! Here is
water; what is to prevent my being baptised?’

37 *
38 So he ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down

into the water – both Philip and the Treasurer – and Philip
baptised him.

39But, when they came up out of thewater, the Spirit of the
Lord caught Philip away, and the Treasurer saw no more of
him; for he continued his journey with a joyful heart.

40 But Philip was found at Ashdod, and, as he went on his
way, he told the good news in all the towns throughwhich he
passed, until he came to Caesarea.

9
1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing murderous threats

against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,
2 and asked him to give him letters to the Jewish congre-

gations at Damascus, authorising him, if he found there any
supporters of theWay,whethermen orwomen, to have them
put in chains and brought to Jerusalem.

3While on his journey, as he was nearing Damascus, sud-
denly a light from the heavens flashed around him.

4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him –
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecutingme?’

* 8:37 Some later manuscripts add: Philip said, ‘If you believe with your whole
heart, youmay.’ And he replied, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’
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5 ‘Who are you, Lord?’ he asked.
‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the voice an-

swered;
6 ‘Yet stand up and go into the city, and youwill be told

what youmust do.’
7 The men traveling with Saul were meanwhile standing

speechless; theyheard the soundof the voice, but sawnoone.
8When Saul got up from the ground, though his eyes were

open, he could see nothing. So his men led him by the hand,
and brought him into Damascus;

9and for three days hewas unable to see, and took nothing
either to eat or to drink.

10Now therewas atDamascus adisciple namedAnanias, to
whom, in a vision, the Lord said, ‘Ananias.’
‘Yes, Lord,’ he answered.
11 ‘Go at once,’ said the Lord, ‘to the Straight Street, and

ask at Judas’s house for amannamed Saul, fromTarsus.
He is at thismoment praying,

12 and he has seen, in a vision, a man named Ananias
coming in and placing his hands on him, so that he may
recover his sight.’

13 ‘Lord,’ exclaimed Ananias, ‘I have heard from many
people about this man – how much harm he has done at
Jerusalem to your people there.

14And, here, too, he holds authority from the chief priests
to put in chains all those who invoke your name.’

15But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for thisman ismychosen
instrument to uphold my name before the Gentiles and
their kings, and the people of Israel.

16 Iwillmyself showhimall thathehas to suffer formy
name.’

17 So Ananias went, entered the house, and, placing his
hands on Saul, said, ‘Saul, my brother, I have been sent by the
Lord – by Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here – so
that you may recover your sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.’

18 Instantly it seemed as if a film fell from Saul’s eyes, and
his sight was restored. Then he got up andwas baptised,

19and, after he had taken food, he felt his strength return.

Saul stayed for some days with the disciples who were at
Damascus,

20and at once began in the synagogues to proclaim Jesus as
the Son of God.

21All who heard himwere amazed.
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‘Is not this,’ they asked, ‘the man who worked havoc in
Jerusalem among those that invoke this name, and who
had also come here for the express purpose of having such
persons put in chains and taken before the chief priests?’

22 Saul’s influence, however, kept steadily increasing, and
he confounded the Jewish people who lived in Damascus by
the proofs that he gave that Jesus was the Christ.

23After some time some of them laid a plot to kill Saul,
24 but it became known to him. They even watched the

gates day and night, to kill him;
25 but his disciples let him down by night through an

opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.
26 On his arrival in Jerusalem, Saul attempted to join the

disciples, but they were all afraid of him, as they did not
believe that he was really a disciple.

27Barnabas, however, takinghimby thehand, brought him
to the apostles, and told them the whole story of how Saul on
his journey had seen the Lord, and how the Lord had talked
to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken out fearlessly in
the name of Jesus.

28 After that, Saul remained in Jerusalem, in close contact
with the apostles; and he spoke fearlessly in the name of the
Lord,

29 talking and arguing with the Jews of foreign birth, who,
however, made attempts to kill him.

30 But, when the followers found this out, they took him
down to Caesarea, and sent him on his way to Tarsus.

31And so it came about that the church, throughout Judea,
Galilee, and Samaria, enjoyed peace and became firmly es-
tablished; and, ordering its life by respect for the Lord and
the help of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers.

32 Peter, while traveling from place to place throughout
the country, went down to visit the people of Christ living at
Lydda.

33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been
bedridden for eight years with paralysis.

34 ‘Aeneas,’ Peter said to him, ‘Jesus Christ cures you. Get
up, andmake your bed.’ Aeneas got up at once;

35 and all the inhabitants of Lydda and of the Plain of
Sharon saw him, and came over to the Lord’s side.

36At Joppa there lived a disciple whose name was Tabitha,
which is in Greek “Dorcas” – a Gazelle. Her life was spent in
doing kind and charitable actions.
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37 Just at that time shewas taken ill, and died; and they had
washed her body and laid it out in an upstairs room.

38 Joppa was near Lydda, and the disciples, having heard
that Peter was at Lydda, sent two men with the request that
he come to themwithout delay.

39Peter returned with them at once. On his arrival, he was
taken upstairs, and all the widows came round him in tears,
showing the coats andother clothingwhichDorcashadmade
while she was among them.

40ButPeter sent everybodyoutof the room, andkneltdown
and prayed. Then, turning to the body, he said, ‘Tabitha!
Stand up.’
She opened her eyes, and, seeing Peter, sat up.
41Giving her his hand, Peter raised her up, and, calling in

the widows and others of Christ’s people, presented her to
them alive.

42 This became known all through Joppa, and numbers of
people came to believe in the Lord.

43 And Peter stayed some days at Joppa with a tanner
named Simon.

10
1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centu-

rion in the regiment known as the “Italian Regiment,”
2A religiousman and onewho reverencedGod, with all his

household. He was liberal in his charities to the people, and
prayed to God constantly.

3One afternoon, about three o’clock, he distinctly saw in a
vision an angel fromGod come to him, and call him by name.

4 Cornelius fixed his eyes on him and, in great alarm, said,
‘What is it, Lord?’
‘Your prayers and your charities,’ the angel answered,

‘have been an acceptable offering to God.
5Andnow, sendmessengers to Joppaand fetchamancalled

Simon, who is also known as Peter.
6Heis lodgingwitha tannernamedSimon,whohasahouse

near the sea.’
7 When the angel, who had spoken to him, had gone,

Cornelius called two servants and a religious soldier, who
was one of his constant attendants,

8and, after telling them thewhole story, sent them to Joppa.
9On the next day, while these men were on their way, just

as theywerenearing the town, Peterwentupon thehousetop
about midday to pray.

10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat; but
while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance,
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11and saw that the heavenswere open, and that something
like a great sail was descending, let down by its four corners
towards the earth.

12 In it were all kinds of quadrupeds, reptiles, and birds.
13 Then he was aware of a voice which said – ‘Stand up,

Peter, kill something, and eat.’
14 ‘No, Lord, I cannot,’ answered Peter, ‘for I have never

eaten anything defiled and unclean.’
15 Again he was aware of a voice which said – ‘What God

has pronounced clean, do not regard as defiled.’
16This happened three times, and then suddenly it was all

taken up into the heavens.
17While Peter was still perplexed as to the meaning of the

vision that he had seen, the men sent by Cornelius, having
enquired the way to Simon’s house, came up to the gate,

18 and called out and asked if the Simon, who was also
known as Peter, was lodging there.

19Peterwas still pondering over the vision, when the Spirit
said to him, ‘There are two men looking for you at this
moment.

20Go down at once and do not hesitate to go with them, for
I have sent them.’

21 Peter went down to the men and said, ‘I am the person
you are looking for. What is your reason for coming?’

22Themen replied, ‘Our centurion, Cornelius, a pious man
who reverences God and is well spoken of by the whole
Jewish nation, has been instructed by a holy angel to send for
you to his house, and to listen to what you have to say.’

23 So Peter invited them in and entertained them.
The next day he lost no time in setting out with them,

accompanied by some of the Lord’s followers from Joppa;
24 and the day following he entered Caesarea. Cornelius

was expecting them, and had invited his relatives and inti-
mate friends to meet them.

25 So, when Peter entered the city, Cornelius met him, and,
throwing himself at Peter’s feet, bowed to the ground.

26 Peter, however, lifted him up, saying as he did so, ‘Stand
up, I am only human like yourself.’

27 Talking with him as he went, Peter entered the house,
where he found a large gathering of people, towhomhe said,

28 ‘You are doubtless aware that it is forbidden for a Jew to
be intimate with a foreigner, or even to enter his house; and
yet God has shownme that I ought not to call anyone defiled
or unclean.

29Thatwaswhy I came,when Iwas sent for,without raising
anyobjection. Andnow I ask your reason for sending forme.’
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30 ‘Just three days ago this very hour,’ Cornelius said, ‘I was
in my house, saying the Afternoon Prayers, when a man in
dazzling clothing suddenly stood before me.

31 “Cornelius,” he said, “your prayer has been heard, and
your charities have been accepted, by God.

32 Therefore send to Joppa, and invite the Simon, who is
also known as Peter, to come here. He is lodging in the house
of Simon the tanner, near the sea.”

33Accordingly I sent to you at once, and you have been so
good as to come. And now we are all here in the presence of
God, to listen to all that you have been instructed by the Lord
to say.’

34Then Peter began.
‘I see, beyond all doubt,’ he said, ‘that God does not show

partiality,
35but that in every nation hewho reverences himanddoes

what is right is acceptable to him.
36God has sent his message to the Israelites and told them,

through Jesus Christ, the good news of peace – and Jesus is
Lord of all!

37You yourselves know the story which spread through all
Judea, how, beginning from Galilee, after the baptism which
John proclaimed –

38 the story, I mean, of Jesus of Nazareth, and howGod con-
secrated him his Christ by enduing him with the Holy Spirit
and with power; and how he went about doing good and
curing all who were under the power of the devil, because
God was with him.

39Weareourselves, too,witnesses to all that hedid in Judea
and in Jerusalem; yet they put him to death by hanging him
on a cross!

40 This Jesus God raised on the third day, and enabled him
to appear,

41 not indeed to everyone, but to witnesses chosen before-
hand by God – to us, who ate and drank with him after his
resurrection from the dead.

42 Further, God charged us to proclaim to the people, and
solemnly affirm, that it is Jesus who has been appointed by
God judge of the living and the dead.

43To him it is that all the prophets bear witness, when they
say that everyone who believes in him receives through his
name forgiveness of sins.’

44 Before Peter had finished saying these words, the Holy
Spirit fell on all who were listening to themessage.

45 Those converts from Judaism, who had come with Pe-
ter, were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
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bestowed even on the Gentiles;
46 for they heard them speaking in different languages and

extolling God. At this Peter asked,
47 ‘Can anyone refuse the water for the baptism of these

people, now that they have received theHoly Spirit as we did
ourselves?’

48Andhe directed that they should be baptised in the name
of Jesus Christ; afterwhich they asked him to stay there a few
days longer.

11
1 The apostles and the followers throughout Judea heard

that even the Gentiles had welcomed God’s message.
2 But, when Peter went up to Jerusalem, those who were

converts from Judaism began to attack him,
3 on the ground that he had visited people who were not

circumcised, and had takenmeals with them.
4 So Peter began to relate the facts to them as they had

occurred.
5 ‘Iwas in the townof Joppa,’he said, ‘andwaspraying; and,

while in a trance, I saw a vision. There was something like a
great sail descending, let down by its four corners out of the
heavens; and it came right down tome.

6Looking intently at it, I began to distinguish quadrupeds,
wild beasts, reptiles, and birds;

7 and I also heard a voice saying to me – “Stand up, Peter,
kill something and eat.”

8 “No, Lord, I cannot,” I answered, “for nothing defiled or
unclean has ever passedmy lips.”

9Then a second time there came a voice from the heavens.
“What God has pronounced clean”, it said, “youmust not
call defiled.”

10 This happened three times, and then all was drawn up
again into the heavens.

11 At that moment three men, who had been sent from
Caesarea to see me, came up to the house in which wewere.

12 The Spirit told me to go with them without hesitation.
These six companions also went with me. And, when we
came into theman’s house,

13 he told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house, and how the angel had said to him – “Send to Joppa
and fetch the Simon, who is also known as Peter;

14 for he will tell you truths, which will prove the means of
salvation to you and all your household.”

15 I had but just begun to speak,’ continued Peter, ‘when the
Holy Spirit fell on them, exactly as on us at the first;
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16 and I recalled the saying of the Master – “John bap-
tised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy
Spirit.”

17 Since then, God had given them the very same gift as he
gave uswhenwe became believers in Jesus Christ theMaster
–whowas I that I could thwart God?’

18On hearing this statement, they said no more, but broke
out into praise of God. ‘So even to the Gentiles,’ they ex-
claimed, ‘Godhas granted the repentancewhich leads to life!’

19 Now those who had been scattered in different direc-
tions, in consequence of the persecution that followed the
death of Stephen, went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and
Antioch, telling themessage – but only to Jews.

20 Some of them, however, who were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, on coming to Antioch, addressed themselves also to
the Jews of foreign birth, telling them the good news about
that Lord Jesus.

21 The power of the Lord was with them, so that a great
number who had learned to believe came over to the Lord’s
side.

22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.

23On coming there he saw to his great joy these tokens of
the loving kindness of God, and encouraged them all tomake
up their minds to be faithful to the Lord –

24 For Barnabas was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith – and a large number of people took their stand
on the Lord’s side.

25Afterwards Barnabas left for Tarsus to look for Saul;
26and, when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.

And so it came about that, for a whole year, they attended
the meetings of the church there, and taught a large number
of people; and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first
called “Christians.”

27 During this time, some prophets came to Antioch from
Jerusalem.

28One of them, named Agabus, came forward and, under
the influence of the Spirit, foretold a great famine that was to
spread over all the world – a famine which occurred in the
reign of Claudius.

29 So the disciples, without exception, determined, in pro-
portion to their means, to send something to help the follow-
ers living in Judea.

30 And this they did, sending it to the church elders by
Barnabas and Saul.
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12
1 It was at that time that King Herod began to ill-treat some

of themembers of the church.
2He had James, the brother of John, beheaded;
3and, when he saw that the Jewswere pleasedwith this, he

proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the Festival
of the unleavened bread.)

4 After seizing Peter, Herod put him in prison, and en-
trusted him to the keeping of four Guards of four soldiers
each, intending, after the Passover, to bring him up before
the people.

5So Peterwas kept in prison, butmeanwhile the prayers of
the churchwere being earnestly offered to God on his behalf.

6 Just when Herod was intending to bring him before the
people, on that very night Peter was asleep between two
soldiers, chained to them both, while there were sentries in
front of the door, guarding the prison.

7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light
shone in the cell. The angel struck Peter on the side, and
roused himwith the words, ‘Get up quickly.’

8 The chains dropped from his wrists, and then the angel
said, ‘Put on your belt and sandals.’ When Peter had done
so, the angel added, ‘Throw your cloak round you and follow
me.’

9 Peter followed him out, not knowing that what was hap-
peningunder the angel’s guidancewas real, but thinking that
he was seeing a vision.

10 Passing the first Guard, and then the second, they came
to the iron gate leading into the city, which opened to them
of itself; and, when they had passed through that, and had
walked along one street, all at once the angel left him.

11ThenPeter came tohimself andsaid, ‘NowIknowbeyond
all doubt that the Lord has sent his angel, and has rescuedme
fromHerod’s hands and from all that the Jewish people have
been expecting.’

12 As soon as he realized what had happened, he went to
the house of Mary, the mother of John who was also known
as Mark, where a number of people were gathered together,
praying.

13On his knocking at the door in the gate, a maidservant,
named Rhoda, came to answer it.

14 She recognized Peter’s voice, but in her joy left the gate
unopened, and ran in, and told them that Peter was standing
outside.

15 ‘You are mad!’ they exclaimed. But, when she persisted
that it was so, they said, ‘It must be his spirit!’
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16 Meanwhile Peter went on knocking, and, when they
opened the gate and saw him, they were amazed.

17Peter signed to themwith his hand to be silent, and then
told them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison,
adding, ‘Tell James and the others all this.’ Then he left the
house, and went away to another place.

18 In the morning there was a great stir among the soldiers
–what could have become of Peter!

19And, when Herod had made further search for him and
failed to find him, he closely questioned the Guard, and
ordered them away to execution. Then he went down from
Judea to stay at Caesarea.

20 It happened that Herod was deeply offended with the
people of Tyre andSidon, but theywent in abody tohim, and,
having succeeded in winning over Blastus, the Chamberlain,
theybeggedHerod fora reconciliation, because their country
was dependent on the king’s for its food supply.

21 On an appointed day Herod, wearing his state robes,
seated himself on his throne, and delivered an oration.

22 The people kept shouting, ‘It is the voice of God, and not
of a person!’

23 Instantly an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did
not give God the glory; and hewas attackedwithworms, and
died.

24 Meanwhile the Lord’s message kept extending, and
spreading far and wide.

25When Barnabas and Saul had carried out their mission,
they returned to Jerusalem, and took with them John, who
was also known asMark.

The Church and the Gentiles

13
Acts of the Apostle Paul

1Among the members of the church at Antioch there were
several prophets and teachers – Barnabas, Simeon who was
known by the name of “Black”, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen,
foster-brother of Prince Herod, and Saul.

2While they were engaged in the worship of the Lord and
were fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas
and Saul, for the work to which I have called them.’

3 Accordingly, after fasting and prayer, they placed their
hands on them and dismissed them.
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4Barnabas and Saul, sent on this mission, as they were, by
the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia, and from there sailed
to Cyprus.

5OnreachingSalamis, theybegan to tell themessageofGod
in the Jewish synagogues; and they had Johnwith them as an
assistant.

6 After passing through the whole island, they reached
Paphos, where they found an astrologerwho pretended to be
a prophet – a Jew by birth, whose namewas Barjoshua.

7Hewas at the court of theGovernor, Sergius Paulus, aman
of intelligence, who sent for Barnabas and Saul and asked to
be told God’s message.

8 But Elymas, the astrologer (for that is the meaning of
the word), opposed them, eager to divert the Governor’s
attention from the faith.

9However, Saul (who is the same as Paul), full of the Holy
Spirit, fixed his eyes on him and said,

10 ‘You incarnation of deceit and all fraud! You son of the
devil! You opponent of all that is good! Will you never cease
to divert the straight paths of the Lord? Listen!

11 The hand of the Lord is on you even now, and you will
be blind for a time and unable to see the sun.’ Immediately a
mist and darkness fell on him, and he went feeling about for
someone to guide him.

12When the Governor sawwhat had happened, he became
a believer in Christ, being greatly impressed by the teaching
about the Lord.

13After this, Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos
and went to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them and
returned to Jerusalem.

14The otherswent on fromPerga and arrived at Antioch in
Pisidia. There they went into the synagogue on the Sabbath
and took their seats.

15 After the reading of the Law and the prophets, the
synagogue leader sent them this message – ‘Friends, if you
have any helpful words to address to the people, now is the
time to speak.’

16 So Paul rose and, motioning with his hand, said:
‘People of Israel and all here who worship God, hear what

I have to say.
17 The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors, and

during their stay in Egypt increased the prosperity of the
people, and then with uplifted arm brought them out from
that land.

18For about forty years he bore with them in the desert;
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19 then, after destroying seven heathen nations in Canaan,
he allotted their land to this people –

20For about four hundred and fifty years. In later times he
gave them Judges, of whom the prophet Samuel was the last.

21 And, when they demanded a king, God gave them Saul
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned
for forty years.

22After removing him, he raised David to the throne, and
bore this testimony to him – “In David, the son of Jesse, I have
found a man after my own heart, who will carry out all my
purposes.”

23 It was from this man’s descendants that God, in accor-
dance with his promise, gave Israel a Saviour – Jesus;

24 John having first proclaimed, before the appearance of
Jesus, a baptism on repentance for all the people of Israel.

25 As John was drawing towards the end of his career, he
said “What do you suppose that I am? I amnot the Christ. But
there is ‘one coming’ afterme, whose sandal I am not worthy
to untie.”

26 Brothers and sisters, descendants of Abraham, and all
those among you who worship God, it was to us that the
message of this salvation was sent.

27 The people of Jerusalem and their leaders, failing to
recognise Jesus, and not understanding the utterances of
the prophets that are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by
condemning him.

28They foundno ground at all for putting him to death, and
yet demanded his execution from Pilate;

29 and, after carrying out everything written about him,
they took Jesus down from the cross, and laid him in a tomb.

30But God raised him from the dead;
31 and he appeared for many days to those who had gone

up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, and who are now
witnesses for him to the people.

32We also have good news to tell you, about the promise
made to our ancestors –

33 That our children have had this promise completely
fulfilled to thembyGod, by his raising Jesus. That is justwhat
is said in the second Psalm –
“You aremy Son; this day I have become your Father.”
34As to his raising Jesus from the dead, never again to return
to corruption, this is what is said –
“I will give to you the sacred promises made to David;”
35And, therefore, in another Psalm it is said –
“Youwill not give up the Holy One to undergo corruption.”
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36 David, after obediently doing God’s will in his own time,
fell asleep and was laid by the side of his ancestors, and did
undergo corruption;
37but Jesus,whomGod raised from thedead, didnot undergo
corruption.
38 I would, therefore, like you to know, friends, that through
Jesus forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you,
39 and that, in union with him, everyone who believes in
him is absolved from every sin fromwhich under the Law of
Moses you could not be absolved.
40 Beware, therefore, that what is said in the prophets does
not come true of you –
41 “Look, you despisers, and wonder, and perish;
for I am doing a deed in your days –

a deed which, though told you in full, you will never
believe”.’

42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the
people begged for a repetition of this teaching on the next
Sabbath.
43 After the congregation had dispersed, many of the Jews,
and of the converts who joined in their worship, followed
Paul and Barnabas, who talkedwith them and urged them to
continue to rely on the loving kindness of God.

44On the following Sabbath, almost all the city gathered to
hear God’s message.

45 But the sight of the crowds of people filled the minds
of the Jews with jealousy, and they kept contradicting Paul’s
statements in violent language.

46Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out fearlessly, and said:
‘It was necessary that the message of God should be told to

you first; but, since you reject it and reckon yourselves not
worthy of the eternal life –we turn to the Gentiles!

47For this is the Lord’s command to us –
“I have destined you for a light to the Gentiles,
a means of salvation to the ends of the earth”.’
48On hearing this, the Gentiles were glad and extolled God’s
message; and all thosewho had been enrolled for eternal life
became believers in Christ;
49 and the Lord’s message was carried throughout that dis-
trict.
50But the Jews incited thewomenof high social standingwho
worshiped with them, and the leading men of the town, and
started a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove
them out of their region.
51They, however, shook the dust off their feet in protest,
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52andwent to Iconium, leaving the disciples full of joy and of
the Holy Spirit.

14
1 The same thing occurred in Iconium, where Paul and

Barnabas went into the Jewish synagogue, and spoke in such
a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed
in Christ.

2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gen-
tiles, and poisoned their minds against the Lord’s followers.

3Therefore Paul and Barnabas spent a long time there, and
spoke out fearlessly, relying on the Lord, who confirmed the
message of his love by permitting signs and wonders to take
place at their hands.

4 But the townspeople were divided, some siding with the
Jews, somewith the apostles;

5 and, when there was an attempt on the part of both
Gentiles and Jews,with their leaders, to resort toviolenceand
to stone them,

6 the apostles heard of it, and took refuge in Lystra and
Derbe, towns in Lycaonia, and in the district round,

7and there they continued to tell the good news.
8 In the streets of Lystra there used to sit amanwho had no

power in his feet; he had been lame from his birth, and had
never walked.

9 This man was listening to Paul speaking, when Paul,
looking intently at him, and seeing that he had the faith to be
healed,

10 said loudly, ‘Stand upright on your feet.’
Theman leaped up, and began walking about,
11 and the crowd, seeing what Paul had done, called out in

the Lycaonian language, ‘The Gods have come down to us in
human form.’

12 So they called Barnabas “Zeus,” and Paul “Hermes,”
because he took the lead in speaking;

13 and the priest of Zeus-beyond-the-Walls, accompanied
by the crowd, brought bullocks and garlands to the gates,
with the intention of offering sacrifices.

14 But, when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it,
they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd.
‘Friends, why are you doing this?’ they shouted.
15 ‘We are only people like yourselves, and we have come

with the good news that you should turn away from these
follies to a living God, who made the heavens, the earth, the
sea, and everything that is in them.
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16 In bygone times he permitted all the nations to go their
ownways.

17 Yet he has not failed to give you, in the good he does,
some revelation of himself – sending you from heaven rain
and fruitful seasons, and gladdening your hearts with plenty
and good cheer.’

18 Even with this appeal they could hardly restrain the
people from offering sacrifice to them.

19Presently, however, there came some Jews fromAntioch,
and Iconiumwho, after theyhadwonover the people, stoned
Paul, and dragged him out of the town, thinking him to be
dead.

20 But, when the disciples had gathered round him, he got
up and went back into the town; the next day he went with
Barnabas to Derbe.

21 After telling the good news throughout that town, and
making a number of converts, they returned to Lystra, Ico-
nium, and Antioch,

22 reassuring the minds of the disciples, urging them to
remain true to the faith, and showing that it is only through
many troubles that we can enter the kingdom of God.

23 They also appointed elders for them in every church,
and, after prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord
in whom they had learned to believe.

24Paul and Barnabas then went through Pisidia, and came
into Pamphylia,

25 and, after telling the message at Perga, went down to
Attaleia.

26From there they sailed to Antioch – the place where they
had been committed to the gracious care of God for the work
which they had now finished.

27 After their arrival, they gathered the church together,
and gave an account of all that God had helped them to do,
and especially how he had opened to the Gentiles the door of
faith;

28andatAntioch they stayedwith thedisciples for a consid-
erable time.

15
1But certain persons came down from Judea, and began to

teach theLord’s followers that, unless theywerecircumcised,
in accordancewith the custom required byMoses, they could
not be saved.

2 This gave rise to a serious dispute, and much discussion,
between Paul and Barnabas and these people, and it was
therefore settled that Paul and Barnabas and others of their
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number should go up to Jerusalem, to consult the apostles
and church elders about thematter under discussion.

3 The church, therefore, sent them on their journey, and
they made their way through Phoenicia and Samaria, telling
the story of the conversion of the Gentiles, to the great joy of
all the followers.

4On their arrival at Jerusalem, theywerewelcomed by the
church, as well as by the apostles and the elders, and gave an
account of all that God had helped them to do.

5 Some of the Pharisees’ party, however, who had become
believers in Christ, came forward and declared that they
were bound to circumcise converts and to direct them to
observe the Law of Moses.

6 The apostles and the church elders held a meeting to
consider this question.

7After much discussion, Peter rose and said:
‘You, my friends, know well that long ago God singled

me out – that through my lips the Gentiles should hear the
message of the good news, and become believers in Christ.

8NowGod,who reads all hearts, declaredhis acceptance of
the Gentiles, by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to
us.

9 He made no distinction between them and us, when he
purified their hearts by their faith.

10Why, then, do you now provoke God, by putting on the
necks of these disciples a yoke which neither our ancestors
nor wewere able to bear?

11No, it is through the lovingkindness of theLord Jesus that
we, just as they do, believe that we have been saved.’

12Every voice in the assemblywas hushed, as they listened
to Barnabas and Paul, while they gave an account of all the
signs andwonderswhichGodhad shownamong theGentiles
through them.

13 After they had finished speaking, James addressed the
Council.
‘Friends,’ he began, ‘hear what I have to say.
14 Simon has described the manner in which God first

visited the Gentiles, in order to take from among them a
people to bear his name.

15And that is in harmony with the words of the prophets,
where they say –
16 “After this I will return;
and I will rebuild the house of David which has fallen –
its ruins I will rebuild,

and will set it up oncemore;
17 that so the rest of mankindmay earnestly seek the Lord –
even all the Gentiles on whommy name has been bestowed,
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18says theLord, ashedoes these things, known from long
ago.”

19 In my judgment, therefore, we should not add to the
difficulties of those Gentiles who are turning to God,
20 but we should write to them to abstain from food that has
been polluted by being sacrificed to idols, from impurity,
from eating the flesh of strangled animals, and from blood.
21 For in every town, for generations past, there have been
those who preach Moses, read as he is in the synagogues
every Sabbath.’

22 It was then decided by the apostles and the elders, with
the assent of the whole church, to choose some of their
number, and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
Those chosen were Judas (called Barsabas) and Silas, who
were leaders among the community.

23They were bearers of the following letter –
“The apostles, and the followers who are the church elders,

send their greetings to the followers of the Lord of
Gentile birth in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia.

24 As we had heard that some of our number had upset
you by their assertions, and unsettled your minds – without
instructions from us –
25Wemet and decided to choose certain men and send them
to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul,
26who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord, Jesus
Christ.
27We are accordingly sending Judas and Silas, and they will
tell you by word of mouth what we are nowwriting.
28 We have, therefore, decided, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, to lay no further burden on you beyond these
necessary conditions –
29 That you abstain from food offered to idols, from blood,
from eating the flesh of strangled animals, and from impu-
rity. If you guard yourselves against such things, it will be
well with you. Farewell.”
30 So the bearers of this letter were sent on their way, and
went down to Antioch. There they called a meeting of all the
followers,
31 and delivered the letter, the reading of which caused great
rejoicing by its encouraging contents.
32 Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, further
encouraged the them bymany an address, and strengthened
their faith.
33 After some stay, they were dismissed with kind farewells
from the followers, and returned to thosewhohad sent them.
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34 *
35 Paul and Barnabas, however, remained in Antioch,

where they taught and, with the help ofmany others, told the
good news of the Lord’s message.

36 Some time after this, Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us go
back and visit the Lord’s followers in every town in which
we have told the Lord’s message, and see how they are
prospering.’

37 Barnabas wished to take with them John, whose other
namewasMark;

38 but Paul felt that they ought not to take with them the
manwho had deserted them in Pamphylia, and had not gone
onwith them to their work.

39 This caused such unpleasant feeling between them that
they parted ways, Barnabas taking Mark and sailing for
Cyprus,

40while Paul chose Silas for his companion and, after he
had been committed by the followers to the gracious care of
the Lord,

41 started on his journey and went through Syria and Cili-
cia, strengthening the churches in the faith.

16
1 Among other places Paul went to Derbe and Lystra. At

the latter place they found a disciple, named Timothy, whose
mother was a Jewish woman who was a believer, while his
father was a Greek,

2 and who was well spoken of by the followers of the Lord
in Lystra and Iconium.

3Wishing to take this man with him on his journey, Paul
caused him to be circumcised out of consideration for the
Jews in that region, for they all knew that his father had been
a Greek.

4As they traveled from town to town, they gave the follow-
ers the decisionswhichhadbeen reachedby the apostles and
church elders at Jerusalem, for them to observe.

5 So the churches grew stronger in the faith, and increased
in numbers from day to day.

6 They next went through the Phrygian district of Galatia,
but were restrained by the Holy Spirit from delivering the
message in Roman Asia.

7When they reached the borders of Mysia, they attempted
to go intoBithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus didnot permit them.

8Passing throughMysia, they went down to Troas;

* 15:34 Some later manuscripts add: But Silas decided to stay.
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9and there one night Paul saw a vision. AMacedonianwas
standing and appealing to him – “Come over to Macedonia
and help us.”

10So, immediately after Paul had seen thevision,we looked
for an opportunity to cross over to Macedonia, concluding
thatGodhad summonedus to tell the goodnews to thepeople
there.

11 Accordingly we set sail from Troas, and ran before the
wind to Samothrace, reaching Neapolis the next day.

12 From there we made our way to Philippi, which is the
principal city of that part of Macedonia, and also a Roman
Settlement.
In that city we spent several days.
13On the Sabbathwewent outside the gate to the riverside,

wherewe supposed therewould be a place of prayer; andwe
sat down and talked to the womenwhowere gathered there.

14 Among them was a woman, named Lydia, belonging to
Thyatira, a dealer in purple cloth, who was accustomed to
join in the worship of God. The Lord touched this woman’s
heart, so that she gave attention to the message delivered by
Paul,

15and,when she andher household hadbeenbaptised, she
urged us to become her guests.
‘Since you have shown your conviction,’ she said, ‘that I

really am a believer in the Lord, come and stay inmy house.’
And she insisted on our doing so.

16Oneday, aswewere on ourway to the place of prayer, we
were met by a girl possessed by a divining spirit, who made
large profits for her masters by fortune-telling.

17 This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, calling, ‘These
men are servants of themost highGod, and they are bringing
you news of a way to salvation.’

18 She had been doing this for several days, when Paul,
much vexed, turned and said to the spirit within her, ‘In the
name of Jesus Christ I command you to leave her.’ That very
moment the spirit left her.

19When hermasters saw that therewas no hope of further
profit fromher, they seized Paul and Silas, dragged them into
the public square to the authorities,

20and took them before theMagistrates.
‘These men are causing a great disturbance in our town,’

they complained;
21 ‘They are Jews, and they are teaching customswhich it is

not right for us, as Romans, to sanction or adopt.’
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22 The mob rose as one person against them, and the
Magistrates stripped themof their clothingandordered them
to be beaten with rods.

23After beating them severely, the Magistrates put them in
prison, with orders to the jailer to keep them in safe custody.

24 On receiving so strict an order, the Governor put them
into the inner cell, and secured their feet in the stocks.

25About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns toGod, andwhile the prisonerswere listening
to them,

26 suddenly there was an earthquake of such violence that
the jailwas shaken to its foundations; all the doors flewopen,
and all the prisoners’ chains were loosened.

27Roused fromhis sleep, and seeing the prison doors open,
the Governor drew his sword intending to kill himself, in the
belief that the prisoners had escaped.

28But Paul called out loudly, ‘Do not harm yourself! We are
all here.’

29 Calling for a light, the Governor rushed in, and flung
himself trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas.

30 Then he led them out, and said, ‘What must I do to be
saved?’

31 ‘Believe in Jesus, our Lord,’ they replied, ‘and youwill be
saved, you and your household too.’

32 Then they spoke to him of God’s message, and to all his
household as well.

33And that very hour of the night he took themandwashed
theirwounds, and he himself and everyone belonging to him
were baptised without delay.

34Afterwards he took them up to his house and set before
them something to eat, rejoicing that he, with all his house-
hold, had come to believe in God.

35 In the morning the Magistrates sent the guards with an
order for themen to be discharged.

36 The jailer told Paul of his instructions. ‘The Magistrates
have sent an order for your discharge,’ he said, ‘so you had
better leave the place at once and go quietly away.’

37 But Paul’s answer to them was, ‘They have flogged us
in public without trial, though we are Roman citizens, and
they have put us in prison, and now they are for sending us
out secretly! No, indeed! Let them come and take us out
themselves.’

38 The guards reported his words to the Magistrates, who,
on hearing that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, were
alarmed,
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39 and went to the prison, and did their best to conciliate
them. Then they took themout, and begged them to leave the
city.

40When Paul and Silas left the prison, they went to Lydia’s
house, and, after they had seen the Lord’s followers, and
encouraged them, they left the place.

17
1 After passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, Paul

and Silas came to Thessalonica. Here the Jews had a syna-
gogue;

2and, followinghis usual custom, Paul joined them, and for
threeSabbathsaddressed them, drawinghis arguments from
the scriptures.

3 He laid before them and explained that the Christ must
undergo suffering and rise from the dead; and ‘It is thisman,’
he declared, ‘who is the Christ – this Jesus about whom I am
telling you.’

4Some of the peoplewere convinced, and threw in their lot
with Paul and Silas, as did also a large body of Greeks who
were accustomed to join in the Jewish services, and a great
number of leading women.

5 But the Jewish leaders, becoming jealous, engaged some
worthless fellows from the streets, and, getting a mob to-
gether, kept the city in an uproar. They attacked Jason’s
house,with the intentionofbringingPaulandSilasbefore the
Popular Assembly;

6and, not finding them there, they proceeded to drag Jason
and some of the Lord’s followers before the city magistrates,
shouting out,
‘Thesemen,whohave turned theworld upside down, have

now come here,
7 and have been harboured by Jason! They are all defying

the decrees of the Emperor. They say that someone else is
king – aman called Jesus!’

8On hearing this, the people and the city magistrates were
much concerned;

9and, before letting them go, they took bail from Jason and
the others.

10 That very night the followers sent Paul and Silas off to
Beroea; and on reaching that place, they went to the Jewish
synagogue.

11 These Jews of Beroea were better disposed than those
in Thessalonica, for they welcomed the message with great
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readiness, and daily examined the scriptures to see if what
was said was true.

12 As a consequence, many of them became believers in
Christ, besides a considerable number of Greek women of
position, and of men also.

13 But, when the Jewish leaders in Thessalonica found out
that God’s message had been delivered by Paul at Beroea,
they came there too, exciting and disturbing theminds of the
people.

14The followers immediately arranged for Paul to go away
to the coast, but both Silas and Timothy stayed behind in
Beroea.

15The friendswho escorted Paul took him as far as Athens,
and, after receiving a message for Silas and Timothy to join
him as quickly as possible, they started on their return.

16While Paulwaswaiting for themat Athens, his heartwas
stirred at seeing the whole city full of idols.

17 So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and with
those who joined in their worship, as well as daily in the
public Square with those who happened to be there.

18 Among others, some Epicurean and Stoic Philosophers
joined issue with him. Some asked ‘What is this prater
wanting to make out?’, while others said ‘He seems to be a
preacher of foreign Deities.’ (This was because hewas telling
the good news about Jesus and the resurrection).

19 So they laid hold of him and took him to the Court of
Areopagus.
‘Maywehear,’ they asked, ‘what new teaching this iswhich

you are giving?
20 For you are bringing some strange things to our notice,

and we should like to knowwhat theymean.’
21 (All Athenians and the foreigners staying in the city

foundno time for anything else but telling, or listening to, the
last new thing.)

22So Paul took his stand in themiddle of the Court, and said
– ‘People of Athens, on every hand I see signs of your being
very devout.

23 For as I was going about, looking at your sacred shrines,
I came upon an altar with this inscription – “To an Unknown
God.” What, therefore, you worship in ignorance, that I am
now proclaiming to you.

24TheGodwhomade theworld andall things that are in it –
he, Lord as he is of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by hands,
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25neither dohumanhandsminister to hiswants, as though
he needed anything, since he himself gives, to all, life, and
breath, and all things.

26Hemade all races of the earth’s surface –fixing a time for
their rise and fall, and the limits of their settlements –

27 That they might search for God, if by any means they
might feel their way to him and find him. And yet he is not
really far from any one of us;

28 for in himwe live andmove and are. To use thewords of
some of your own poets –
“His offspring, too, are we.”
29 Therefore, as the offspring of God, we must not think that
the Deity has any resemblance to anything made of gold, or
silver, or stone – a work of human art and imagination.
30True, God lookedwith indulgenceon thedaysofpeople’s ig-
norance, but now he is announcing to everyone everywhere
the need for repentance,
31because he has fixed a day onwhich he intends to judge the
worldwith justice, by amanwhomhe has appointed – and of
this he has given all people a pledge by raising thisman from
the dead.’

32 On hearing of a resurrection of the dead, some began
jeering, but others said that theywanted to hearwhat he had
to say about that another time.

33And so Paul left the Court.
34 There were, however, some people who joined him,

and became believers in Christ. Among them were Diony-
sius, a member of the Court of Areopagus, a woman named
Damaris, and several others.

18
1On leaving Athens, Paul next went to Corinth.
2 There he met a Jew of the name of Aquila, from Pontus,

who, with his wife Priscilla, had lately come from Italy, in
consequence of the order which had been issued by the
Emperor Claudius for all Jews to leave Rome. Paul paid them
a visit,

3 and, since their trade was the same as his, he stayed and
worked with them – their trade was tent-making.

4 Every Sabbath Paul gave addresses in the synagogue,
trying to convince both Jews and Greeks.

5But, when Silas and Timothy had come down fromMace-
donia, Paul devoted himself entirely to delivering the mes-
sage, earnestly maintaining before the Jews that Jesus was
the Christ.
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6However, as they set themselves against him and became
abusive, Paul shook his clothes in protest and said to them,
‘Your blood be on your own heads. My conscience is clear.
From this time forward I will go to the Gentiles.’

7So he left, andwent to the house of a certain Titius Justus,
who had been accustomed to join in the worship of God, and
whose house was next door to the synagogue.

8Crispus, the synagogue leader, came tobelieve in theLord,
and so did all his household; and many of the Corinthians,
as they listened to Paul, became believers in Christ and were
baptised.

9Onenight the Lord said to Paul, in a vision, ‘Haveno fear,
but continue to speak, and refuse to be silenced;

10 for I amwith you, and no onewill do you harm, for I
havemany people in this city.’

11So he settled there for a year and a half, and taught God’s
message among the people.

12While Gallio was governor of Greece, some of the Jewish
leaders made a combined attack on Paul, and brought him
before the Governor’s Bench,

13 charging himwith persuading people to worship God in
a way forbidden by the Law.

14 Just as Paul was on the point of speaking, Gallio said to
them, ‘If this were a case of misdemeanour or some serious
crime, therewould be some reason formy listening patiently
to you;

15 but, since it is a dispute about words, and names, and
your own Law, youmust see to it yourselves. I do not choose
to be a judge in suchmatters.’

16 Saying this, he drove them back from the Bench.
17Then they all set on Sosthenes, the synagogue leader, and

beat him in front of the Bench, but Gallio did not trouble
himself about any of these things.

18 Paul remained there some time after this, and then
took leave of the followers, and sailed to Syria with Priscilla
and Aquila, but not before his head had been shaved at
Cenchreae, because he was under a vow.

19 They put into Ephesus, and there Paul, leaving his com-
panions, went into the synagogue and addressed the Jews.

20 When they asked him to prolong his stay, he declined,
saying however,

21as he took his leave, ‘I will comeback again to you, please
God,’ and then set sail from Ephesus.

22 On reaching Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and
exchanged greetings with the church, and then went down
to Antioch.
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23 After making some stay in Antioch, he set out on a tour
through the Phrygian district of Galatia, strengthening the
faith of all the disciples as he went.

24Meanwhile there had come to Ephesus an Alexandrian
Jew, named Apollos, an eloquent man, who was well-versed
in the scriptures.

25He had been well-instructed in theWay of the Lord, and
with burning zeal he spoke of, and taught carefully, the facts
about Jesus, though he knew of no baptism but John’s.

26Thisman began to speak out fearlessly in the synagogue;
and when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him
home and explained the Way of God to him more carefully
still.

27 When he wanted to cross to Greece, the followers fur-
thered his plans, and wrote to the disciples there to welcome
him. Onhis arrival heprovedof great assistance to thosewho
had, through the loving kindness of God, becomebelievers in
Christ,

28 for he vigorously confuted the Jews, publicly proving by
the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

19
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the

inland districts of Roman Asia, and went to Ephesus. There
he found some disciples, of whom he asked,

2 ‘Didyou,whenyoubecamebelievers inChrist, receive the
Holy Spirit?’
‘No,’ they answered, ‘we did not even hear that therewas a

Holy Spirit.’
3 ‘What then was your baptism?’ Paul asked.
4 ‘John’s baptism was a baptism on repentance,’ rejoined

Paul, ‘and John told the people (speaking of the “one coming”
after him) that they should believe in him – that is in Jesus.’

5 On hearing this, they were baptised in the name of the
Lord Jesus,

6 and, after Paul had placed his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit descended on them, and they began to speak in other
languages and to preach.

7There were about twelve of them in all.
8 Paul went to the synagogue there, and for three months

spoke out fearlessly, giving addresses and trying to convince
his hearers, about the kingdom of God.

9 Some of them, however, hardened their hearts and re-
fused to believe, denouncing the Way before the people. So
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Paul left them and withdrew his disciples, and gave daily
addresses in the lecture-hall of Tyrannus.

10Thiswenton for twoyears, so that allwho lived inRoman
Asia, Jews and Greeks alike, heard the Lord’s message.

11God didmiracles of no ordinary kind by Paul’s hands;
12 so that people would carry home to the sick handker-

chiefs or aprons that had touchedhis body, and their diseases
would leave them and the wicked spirits go out of them.

13An attempt was made by some itinerant Jews, who were
exorcists, to use the name of the Lord Jesus over those who
had wicked spirits in them.
‘I order you,’ they would say, ‘by the Jesus, whom Paul

preaches.’
14The seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing

this;
15 but the wicked spirit answered them, ‘Jesus I acknowl-

edge, and Paul I know, but you –who are you?’
16 Then the man with the wicked spirit sprang on them,

overpowered them, with such violence that they fled out of
the house, stripped of their clothes and wounded.

17 This incident came to the knowledge of all the Jews and
Greeks living at Ephesus; they were all awe-struck, and the
name of the Lord Jesus was held in the highest honour.

18Many, too, of those who had become believers in Christ
camewith a full confession of their practices;

19while a number of people, who had practicedmagic, col-
lected their books andburnt thempublicly; andon reckoning
up thepriceof these, they found it amounted tofifty thousand
silver coins.

20So irresistibly did the Lord’smessage spread andprevail.

21Sometime after these events Paul resolved to go through
Macedonia and Greece, and thenmake his way to Jerusalem.
‘And after I have been there,’ he said, ‘I must visit Rome also.’

22 So he sent to Macedonia two of his helpers, Timothy
and Erastus, while he himself stayed for some time longer in
Roman Asia.

23 Just about that time a great disturbance arose about the
Way.

24AsilversmithnamedDemetrius,whomadesilvermodels
of the shrine of Artemis, and so gave a great deal of work to
the artisans,

25 got these men together, as well as the workmen engaged
in similar occupations, and said:
‘Men, you know that our prosperity depends on this work,
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26 and you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but in
almost thewhole of RomanAsia, this Paul has convinced and
wonover great numbers of people, byhis assertion that those
Gods which aremade by hands are not Gods at all.

27 So that not only is this business of ours likely to fall into
discredit, but there is the further danger that the Temple of
the great Goddess Artemis will be thought nothing of, and
that she herself will be deprived of her splendour – though
all Roman Asia and the whole world worship her.’

28Whentheyheard this, themenweregreatly enraged, and
began shouting – ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’

29 The commotion spread through the whole city, and the
people rushed together into the amphitheater, dragging with
them Gaius and Aristarchus, two Macedonians who were
Paul’s traveling companions.

30 Paul wished to go into the amphitheater and face the
people, but the disciples would not let him,

31while some of the chief religious officials of the province,
whowere friendly tohim, sent repeated entreaties to himnot
to trust himself inside.

32 Meanwhile some were shouting one thing and some
another, for the Assembly was all in confusion, most of those
present not even knowing why they hadmet.

33 But some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom
several of the Jewish leaders had pushed to the front, and
he waved his hand to show that he wanted to speak in their
defence to the people.

34 However, when they recognised him as a Jew, one cry
broke from them all, and they continued shouting for two
hours – ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’

35When theRecorderhad succeeded inquieting the crowd,
he said, ‘People of Ephesus,who is there, I ask you,whoneeds
tobe told that this city of Ephesus is theWardenof theTemple
of the great Artemis, and of the statue which fell down from
Zeus?

36As theseareundeniable facts, youought tokeepcalmand
do nothing rash;

37 for you have brought these men here, though they are
neither robbers of Temples nor blasphemers of our Goddess.

38 If, however, Demetrius and the artisans who are acting
with him have a charge to make against anyone, there are
court days and there are Magistrates; let both parties take
legal proceedings.

39But if you want anything more, it will have to be settled
in the regular Assembly.
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40 For I tell you that we are in danger of being proceeded
against for today’s riot, there being nothing to account for it;
and in that casewewill be at a loss to give any reason for this
disorderly gathering.’

41With these words he dismissed the Assembly.

20
1When the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples,

and, with encouraging words, said goodbye to them, and
started on his journey to Macedonia.

2 After going through those districts and speaking many
encouraging words to the disciples, he went into Greece,
where he stayed threemonths.

3He was about to sail to Syria, when he learned that a plot
had been laid against him by several of the Jewish leaders; so
he decided to return by way of Macedonia.

4 He was accompanied by Sopater the son of Pyrrhus, of
Beroea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius
of Derbe, and Timothy, aswell as by Tychicus and Trophimus
of Roman Asia.

5These people went to Troas and waited for us there;
6whileweourselves sailed fromPhilippi after thePassover,

and joined themfive days later at Troas, wherewe stayed for
a week.

7 On the first day of the week, when we had met for the
breaking of bread, Paul, whowas intending to leave the next
day, began toaddress thosewhowerepresent, andprolonged
his address until midnight.

8 There were a good many lamps in the upstairs room,
where we hadmet;

9 and a young man named Eutychus, sitting at the win-
dow, was gradually overcomewith great drowsiness, as Paul
continued his address. At last, quite overpowered by his
drowsiness, he fell from the third story to the ground, and
was picked up for dead.

10 But Paul went down, threw himself on him, and put his
arms round him.
‘Do not be alarmed,’ he said, ‘he is still alive.’
11Thenhewentupstairs; and, afterbreakingandpartaking

of the bread, he talked with them at great length until day-
break, and then left.

12Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive, and were
greatly comforted.
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13Westartedfirst, went onboard ship, and sailed forAssos,
intending to take Paul on board there. This was by his own
arrangement, as he intended to go by land himself.

14 So, when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and
went on to Mitylene.

15 The day after we had sailed from there, we arrived off
Chios, touched at Samos the following day, and the next day
reachedMiletus;

16 for Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so as to avoid
spending much time in Roman Asia. He was making haste to
reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the Festival at the close of the
Harvest.

17 From Miletus, however, he sent to Ephesus and invited
the church elders to meet him;

18and,when they came, he said to them, ‘Youknowwell the
life that I always led among you from the very first day that I
set foot in Roman Asia,

19 serving the Lord, as I did, in all humility, amid the tears
and trialswhich fell tomy lot through the plots of some of the
Jewish leaders.

20 I never shrank from telling you anything that could be
helpful to you, or from teaching you both in public and in
private.

21 I earnestly pointed both Jews and Greeks to the repen-
tance that leads to God, and to faith in Jesus, our Lord.

22Andnow,under spiritual constraint, I amhereonmyway
to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen tome there,

23 except that in town after town the Holy Spirit plainly
declares to me that imprisonment and troubles await me.

24 But I count my life of no value to myself, if only I may
complete the coursemarked out forme, and the task thatwas
allottedme by the Lord Jesus –whichwas to declare the good
news of the love of God.

25 And now, I tell you, I know that none of you will ever
see my face again – you among whom I have gone about
proclaiming the kingdom.

26Therefore I declare to you this day, that my conscience is
clear in regard to the fate of any of you,

27 for I have not shrunk from announcing the whole pur-
pose of God regarding you.

28Bewatchful over yourselves, and over thewhole flock, of
which the Holy Spirit has placed you in charge, to shepherd
the church of God, which hewon for himself at the cost of his
life.



Acts 20:29 269 Acts 21:6

29 I knowthat, aftermydeparture,mercilesswolveswill get
in among you, whowill not spare the flock;

30 and from among yourselves, too, people will arise, who
will teach perversions of truth, so as to draw away the disci-
ples after them.

31Therefore, beonyourguard, rememberinghowfor three
years, night and day, I never ceased, evenwith tears, to warn
each one of you.

32And now I commend you to the Lord and to the message
of his love – a message which has the power to build up your
characters, and to give you your place among all those who
have become Christ’s people.

33 I have never coveted anyone’s gold or silver or clothing.
34You, yourselves, know that these hands ofmineprovided

not only for my ownwants, but for my companions also.
35 I left nothing undone to show you that, labouring as I

laboured, you ought to help the weak, and to remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said himself – “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.” ’

36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down and
prayed with them all.

37All were in tears; and throwing their arms round Paul’s
neck, they kissed him again and again,

38 grieving most of all over what he had said – that they
would never see his face again. Then they escorted him to
the ship.

21
1Whenwehad tornourselves awayandhad set sail,we ran

before the wind to Cos; the next day we came to Rhodes, and
from there to Patara,

2wherewe found a ship crossing to Phoenicia, andwent on
board and set sail.

3After sighting Cyprus and leaving it on the left, we sailed
to Syria, and put into Tyre, where the ship was to discharge
her cargo.

4 There we found the disciples and stayed a week with
them. Speaking under the influence of the Spirit, they
warned Paul not to set foot in Jerusalem.

5 However, when we had come to the end of our visit,
we went on our way, all the disciples with their wives and
children escorting us out of the city. We knelt down on the
beach, and prayed,

6 and then said goodbye to one another; after which we
went on board, and they returned home.
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7 After we had made the run from Tyre, we landed at
Ptolemais, and exchanged greetingswith the followers there,
and spent a day with them.

8 The next day we left, and reached Caesarea, where we
went to the house of Philip, the missionary, who was one of
the Seven, and stayed with him.

9 He had four unmarried daughters, who had the gift of
prophecy.

10 During our visit, which lasted several days, a prophet,
named Agabus, came down from Judea.

11He came to see us, and, taking Paul’s belt, andbinding his
own feet and hands with it, said, ‘This is what the Holy Spirit
says – “Theman to whom this belt belongs will be bound like
this by the religious authorities in Jerusalem, and they will
give him up to the Gentiles”.’

12 When we heard that, we and the people of the place
began to entreat Paul not to go up to Jerusalem.

13 It was then that Paul made the reply, ‘Why are you
weeping and breaking my heart like this? For my part, I
am ready not only to be bound, but even to suffer death at
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’

14 So, as he would not be persuaded, we said no more to
him, only adding – ‘The Lord’s will be done.’

15 At the end of our visit, we made our preparations, and
started on our way up to Jerusalem.

16 Some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us, and
brought Mnason with them, a Cypriot disciple of long stand-
ing, with whomwewere to stay.

17 On our arrival at Jerusalem, the followers of the Lord
there gave us a hearty welcome;

18 and the next day Paul went with us to see James, and all
the church elders were present.

19 After greeting them, Paul related in detail all that God
had done among the Gentiles through his efforts;

20 and, when they had heard it, they began praising God,
and said to Paul:
‘You see, brother, that those of our people who have be-

come believers in Christ may be numbered by tens of thou-
sands, and they are all naturally earnest in upholding the
Jewish Law.

21Now they have heard it said about you, that you teach all
of our people in foreign countries to forsake Moses, for you
tell them not to circumcise their children or even to observe
Jewish customs.
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22Well now, as they are certain to hear of your arrival, do
what we are going to suggest.

23We have four men here, who have of their own accord
put themselves under a vow.

24 Join these men, share their purification, and bear their
expenses, so that theymayshave theirheads; and thenallwill
see that there is no truth in what they have been told about
you, but that, on the contrary, you yourself rule your life in
obedience to the Jewish Law.

25As to the Gentiles who have become believers in Christ,
wehave sent ourdecision that they should avoid foodoffered
to idols, and blood, and the flesh of strangled animals, and
impurity.’

26 Paul joined the men, and the next day shared their
purification, and went into the Temple, and gave notice of
the expiration of the period of purification when the usual
offering should have beenmade on behalf of each of them.

27But, just as the seven days were drawing to a close, some
of the Jewish people from Roman Asia caught sight of Paul
in the Temple, and caused great excitement among all the
people present, by seizing Paul and shouting,

28 ‘People of Israel! Help! This is the man who teaches
everyone everywhere against our people, our Law, and this
place; and, what ismore, he has actually brought Greeks into
the Temple and defiled this sacred place.’

29 (For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian
in Paul’s company in the city, and were under the belief that
Paul had taken him into the Temple.)

30 The whole city was stirred, and the people quickly col-
lected, seized Paul, and dragged him out of the Temple, when
the doors were immediately shut.

31 They were bent on killing him, when it was reported to
the officer commanding the garrison, that all Jerusalem was
in commotion.

32 He instantly got together some officers and soldiers,
and charged down on the crowd, who, when they saw the
commanding officer and his soldiers, stopped beating Paul.

33Thenhewent up to Paul, arrested him, ordered him to be
doubly chained, and proceeded to inquire who he was, and
what he had been doing.

34Someof thecrowdsaidone thing, andsomeanother; and,
as he could get no definite reply because of the uproar, he
ordered Paul to be taken into the barracks.

35 When Paul reached the steps, he was actually being
carried by the soldiers, owing to the violence of themob;



Acts 21:36 272 Acts 22:10

36 for the people were following in a mass, shouting out,
‘Kill him!’

37 Just as hewas about to be taken into the Fort, Paul said to
the commanding officer, ‘May I speak to you?’
‘Do you know Greek?’ asked the commanding officer.
38 ‘Aren’t you, then, the Egyptianwho some time ago raised

an insurrection and led the four thousand Bandits out into
the wilderness?’

39 ‘No,’ said Paul, ‘I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of
a city of some note. I beg you to give me permission to speak
to the people.’

40 The commanding officer gave his permission, and Paul,
standing on the steps,made signswith his hand to the people,
and, when comparative silence had been obtained, he said to
them in Hebrew:

22
1 ‘Brothers and fathers, listen to the defence which I am

about to make.’
2When theyheard thathewas speaking to them inHebrew,

they were still more quiet; and Paul went on:
3 ‘I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, but I was brought up

in this city under the teaching of Gamaliel, and educated in
accordancewith the strict system of our ancestral Law. I was
as zealous in God’s service as any of you who are here today.

4 In my persecution of this Way I did not stop even at the
taking of life. I put in chains, and imprisoned, men and
women alike –

5 And to that the high priest himself and all the council of
elders can testify. For I had letters of introduction from them
to our fellow Jews at Damascus, and I was on my way to that
place, to bring those whom I might find there prisoners to
Jerusalem for punishment.

6While I was still on my way, just as I was getting close to
Damascus, about midday, suddenly there flashed from the
heavens a great light all roundme.

7 I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying tome “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecutingme?”

8 “Who are you, Lord?” I replied. Then the voice said “I am
Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.”

9 The men with me saw the light, but did not hear the
speaker’s voice.

10 Then I said “What am I to do, Lord?” “Get up and go
into Damascus,” The Lord said to me, “and there you will
be told all that you have been appointed to do.”
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11 In consequence of that dazzling light I could not see,
but my companions held me by the hand, until I reached
Damascus.

12 There a man named Ananias, a strict observer of our
Law,well spoken of by all the Jewish inhabitants, came to see
me.

13 Standing close to me, he said “Saul, my brother, recover
your sight.” And then and there I recovered my sight and
looked up at him.

14 Then he said “The God of our ancestors has appointed
you to learn hiswill, and to see the righteous one, and to hear
words from his lips;

15 for you will be a witness for him to all the world of what
you have just seen and heard.

16And nowwhywait any longer, Be baptised at once, wash
away your sins, and invoke his name.”

17 After my return to Jerusalem, while I was praying one
day in the Temple, I fell into a trance,

18 and saw Jesus saying to me “Make haste and leave
Jerusalem at once, because they will not accept your
testimony aboutme.”

19 “Lord,” I answered, “these people know that I used to
imprison and scourge, in synagogue after synagogue, those
who believed in you;

20 and, when the blood of your martyr, Stephen, was being
shed, I was myself standing by, approving of his death, and
tookchargeof the clothesof thosewhoweremurderinghim.”

21 But Jesus said to me “Go; for I will send you to the
Gentiles far away”.’

22Up to this point the people had been listening to Paul, but
at these words they called out, ‘Kill him! A fellow like this
ought not to have been allowed to live!’

23 As they were shouting, tearing off their clothes, and
throwing dust in the air,

24 the commandingofficer orderedPaul to be taken into the
Fort, and directed that he should be examined under the lash
so that he might find out the reason for their outcry against
him.

25But just as they had tied him up to be scourged, Paul said
to the centurion standing near, ‘Is it legal for you to scourge a
Roman citizen, unconvicted?’

26Onhearing this, the centurionwent and reported it to the
commanding officer. ‘Do you know what you are doing?’ he
said. ‘This man is a Roman citizen.’

27So the commanding officerwent up to Paul and said, ‘Tell
me, are you a Roman citizen?’
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‘Yes,’ replied Paul.
28 ‘I had to pay a heavy price formyposition as citizen,’ said

the officer. ‘I am one by birth,’ rejoined Paul.
29The men who were to have examined Paul immediately

drew back, and the officer, finding that Paul was a Roman
citizen, was alarmed at having put him in chains.

30 On the next day the commanding officer, wishing to
find out the real reason why Paul was denounced by the
Jewish leaders, had his chains taken off, and directed the
chief priests and the whole of the High Council to assemble,
and then took Paul down and brought him before them.

23
1Paul fixed his eyes on the Council, and began:
‘Brothers, formypart, I have always orderedmy life before

God, with a clear conscience, up to this very day.’
2At this, the high priest Ananias ordered themen standing

near to strike him on themouth;
3Paul turned to him and said:
‘Godwill strike you, youwhitewashedwall! Are you sitting

there to try me in accordance with law, and yet, in defiance
of law, order me to be struck?’

4The people standing near said to Paul, ‘Do you know that
you are insulting God’s high priest?’

5 ‘I did not know, brothers, that it was the high priest,’ said
Paul, ‘for scripture says –
“Of the ruler of your people you should speak no ill”.’
6 Noticing that some of those present were Sadducees and
others Pharisees, Paul called out in the Council, ‘Brothers, I
am a Pharisee and a son of Pharisees. It is on the question of
hope for the dead and of their resurrection that I am on my
trial.’

7 As soon as he said this, a dispute arose between the
Pharisees and the Sadducees; and there was a sharp division
of opinion among those present.

8 (For Sadducees say there is no such thing as a resurrec-
tion, and that there isneitherangelnor spirit,whilePharisees
believe in both.)

9 So a great uproar ensued, and some of the Teachers of
the Law belonging to the Pharisees’ party stood up and hotly
protested, ‘We find nothing whatever wrong in this man.
Suppose a spirit did speak to him, or an angel…’

10The disputewas becoming so violent, that the command-
ing officer, fearing that Paul would be torn in pieces between
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them, ordered the Guard to go down and rescue him from
them, and take him into the Fort.

11 That night the Lord came and stood by Paul, and said,
‘Courage! You have borne witness for me in Jerusalem
and youmust bear witness in Rome also.’

12 In themorning some Jewishmencombined together, and
took an oath that they would not eat or drink until they had
killed Paul.

13There weremore than forty in the plot;
14and theywent to thechiefpriests and theelders, andsaid,

‘Wehave taken a solemn oath not to touch food until we have
killed Paul.

15 So we want you now, with the consent of the Council, to
suggest to the commanding officer that he should bring Paul
down before you, as though you intended to go more fully
into his case; but, before he comes here, we will be ready to
make awaywith him.’

16However, the sonof Paul’s sister, hearing of theplot,went
to the Fort, and on being admitted, told Paul about it.

17Paul called one of the garrison centurion and asked him
to take the young man to the commanding officer, as he had
something to tell him.

18The centurionwentwith him to the commanding officer,
and said, ‘The prisoner Paul calledme and askedme to bring
this youngman to you, as he has something to tell you.’

19 The commanding officer took the young man by the
hand, and, stepping aside, asked what it was he had to tell
him.

20 ‘Some men have agreed,’ he answered, ‘to ask you to
bring Paul down before the Council tomorrow, on the plea of
yourmaking further inquiry into his case.

21But do not let them persuade you, for more than forty of
them are lying in wait for him, who have taken an oath that
they will not eat or drink, until they have made away with
him; and they are at this verymoment in readiness, counting
on your promise.’

22The commanding officer then dismissed the youngman,
cautioning him not to mention to anybody that he had given
him that information.

23 Then he called two Captains, and ordered them to have
two hundred soldiers ready to go to Caesarea, as well as
seventy troopers and two hundred lancers, by nine o’clock
that night,

24 and to have horses ready for Paul to ride, so that they
might take him safely to Felix, the Governor.

25He also wrote a letter along these lines:
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26 “Claudius Lysias sends his compliments to His Excellency
Felix the Governor.

27 The man whom I send with this had been seized by some
Jews, and was on the point of being killed by them, when
I came upon them with the force under my command, and
rescued him, as I learned that he was a Roman citizen.
28 Wanting to know exactly the ground of the charges they
made against him, I brought him before their Council,
29when I found that their chargeswere connectedwith ques-
tions of their own Law, and that there was nothing alleged
involving either death or imprisonment.
30 Having, however, information of a plot against the man,
whichwasabout tobeput into execution, I amsendinghim to
youat once, and Ihavealsodirectedhis accusers toprosecute
him before you.”
31 The soldiers, in accordance with their orders, took charge
of Paul and conducted him by night to Antipatris;
32and on the next day, leaving the troopers to go onwith him,
they returned to the Fort.
33Onarriving at Caesarea, the troopers delivered the letter to
the Governor, and brought Paul before him.
34 As soon as Felix had read the letter, he enquired to what
province Paul belonged, and, learning that he came from
Cilicia, he said,
35 ‘I will hear all you have to say as soon as your accusers
have arrived.’ And he ordered Paul to be kept under guard
in Herod’s Government house.

24
1 Five days afterwards the high priest Ananias came down

withsomeof theeldersandabarristernamedTertullus. They
laid an information with the Governor against Paul;

2 and, when the hearing came on, Tertullus began his
speech for the prosecution.

3 ‘We owe it to your Excellency,’ he said, ‘that we are
enjoying profound peace, and we owe it to your foresight
that this nation is constantly securing reforms – advantages
which we very gratefully accept at all times and places.

4But – not to be tedious – I beg you, with your accustomed
fairness, to listen to a brief statement of our case.

5We have found this man a public pest; he is one who stirs
up disputes among our people all the world over, and is a
ringleader of the Nazarene heretics.

6He even attempted to desecrate the Temple itself, but we
caught him;
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7 *
8andyouwill be able, by examininghimonall thesepoints,

to satisfy yourself as to the charges which we are bringing
against him.’

9 The Jewish crowd also joined in the attack and bore out
his statements.

10On a sign from the Governor, Paul made this reply:
‘Knowing, as I do, for how many years you have acted as

judge to this nation, it is with confidence that I undertakemy
own defence.

11 For you can easily verify that it is not more than twelve
days ago that I went up to worship at Jerusalem,

12where my prosecutors never found me holding discus-
sions with anyone, or causing a crowd to collect – either in
the Temple, or in the synagogues, or about the city;

13 and they cannot establish the charges which they are
nowmaking against me.

14This, however, I do acknowledge to you, that it is as a be-
liever in theWaywhich they call heretical, that I worship the
God of my ancestors. At the same time, I believe everything
that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the
prophets;

15 and I have a hope that rests in God – a hope which they
also cherish – that therewill onedaybea resurrectionof good
and bad alike.

16 This being so, I strive at all times to keep my conscience
clear before both God and people.

17After some years’ absence I had come to bring charitable
gifts to my nation, and tomake offerings;

18 and it was while engaged in this that they found me in
the Temple, after completing a period of purification, but not
with any crowd or disorder.

19 There were, however, some Jews from Roman Asia who
ought to have been here before you, and to have made any
charge that theymay have against me –

20Orelse letmyopponentshere saywhat they foundwrong
inmewhen I was before the Council,

21except as to the one sentence that I shouted out as I stood
among them – “It is about the resurrection of the dead that I
am onmy trial before you today”.’

22 Felix, however, adjourned the case – though he had a
fairly accurate knowledge of all that concerned the Way –

* 24:7Some latermanuscripts add: Wewanted to judgehimaccording toour law.
But Lysias the commanding officer came and took him out of our hands by force,
ordering his accusers to come before you.
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with the promise, ‘When Lysias, the commanding officer,
comes down, I will give my decision in your case.’

23 So he gave orders to the centurion in charge of Paul to
keep him in custody, but to relax the regulations, and not
to prevent any of his personal friends from attending to his
wants.

24 Some days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who
was Jewish, and, sending for Paul, listened to what he had to
say about faith in Christ Jesus.

25 But, while Paul was speaking at length about righteous-
ness, self-control, and the coming judgment, Felix became
terrified, and interruptedhim – ‘Go for thepresent, but,when
I find an opportunity, I will send for you again.’

26Hewas hoping, too, for a bribe fromPaul, and so he used
to send for him frequently and talk with him.

27 But, after the lapse of two years, Felix was succeeded
by Porcius Festus; and, wishing to gain popularity with the
Jewish leaders, he left Paul a prisoner.

25
1Threedays after Festus hadarrived inhis province, he left

Caesarea and went up to Jerusalem.
2 There the chief priests and the leading men among the

Jews laid an information before him against Paul,
3 and asked a favour of him, to Paul’s injury – to have Paul

brought to Jerusalem. All the while they were plotting to
make awaywith him on the road.

4But Festus answered that Paul was in prison at Caesarea,
and that he himself would be leaving for that place shortly.

5 ‘So let the influential men among you,’ he said, ‘go down
with me, and if there is anything amiss in the man, charge
him formally with it.’

6After staying among them some eight or ten days, Festus
went down to Caesarea. The next day he took his seat on the
Bench, and ordered Paul to be brought before him.

7On Paul’s appearance, the Jewish leaders who had come
down from Jerusalem surrounded him, and made many
serious charges, which they failed to establish.

8 Paul’s answer to the charge was – “I have not committed
any offence against the Jewish Law, or the Temple, or the
Emperor.”

9But, as Festus wished to gain popularity with the Jews, he
interrupted Paul with the question, ‘Are you willing to go up
to Jerusalem and be tried on these charges before me there?’
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10 ‘No,’ replied Paul, ‘I am standing at the Emperor’s court,
where I ought to be tried. I havenotwronged the Jews, as you
yourself are well aware.

11 If, however, I am breaking the law and have committed
any offence deserving death, I do not ask to escape the
penalty; but, if there is nothing in the accusations of these
people, no one has the power to give me up to them. I appeal
to the Emperor.’

12Festus, after conferring with his Council, answered, ‘You
have appealed to the Emperor; to the Emperor you will go.’

13Some days later King Agrippa and Bernice came down to
Caesarea, and paid a visit of congratulation to Festus;

14 and, as they were staying there for several days, Festus
laid Paul’s case before the king. ‘There is amanhere,’ he said,
‘left a prisoner by Felix,

15 about whom, when I came to Jerusalem, the Jewish
chief priest and the elders laid an information, demanding
judgment against him.

16My answer to them was, that it was not the practice of
Romans to give up anyone to their accusers until the accused
had met them face to face, and had also had an opportunity
of answering the charges brought against them.

17 So theymet here, and without loss of time I tookmy seat
on the Bench the very next day, and ordered the man to be
brought before me.

18 But, when his accusers came forward, they brought no
charge of wrongdoing such as I had expected;

19 but I found that there were certain questions in dispute
between themabout their ownreligion, andabout somedead
man called Jesus, whom Paul declared to be alive.

20 And, as I was at a loss how to enquire into questions of
this kind, I askedPaul if hewerewilling to goup to Jerusalem,
and be put on trial there.

21Paul, however, appealed to have his case reserved for the
consideration of his August Majesty, so I ordered him to be
detained in custody, until I could send him to the Emperor.’

22 ‘I should like to hear this man myself,’ Agrippa said to
Festus.
‘Youwill hear him tomorrow,’ Festus answered.
23 So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come in

full state and had entered the Audience Chamber, with the
superior officers and the principal people of the city, by the
order of Festus Paul was brought before them.

24 Then Festus said, ‘King Agrippa, and all here present,
you see before you the man about whom the whole Jewish
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peoplehaveapplied tome, bothat Jerusalemandhere, loudly
asserting that he ought not to be allowed to live.

25 I found, however, that he had not done anything de-
serving death; so, as he had himself appealed to his August
Majesty, I decided to send him.

26 But I have nothing definite to write about him to my
Imperial Master; and for that reason I have brought him
before you all, and especially before you, King Agrippa, that,
after examining him, I may have something to write.

27 For it seems to me absurd to send a prisoner, without at
the same time stating the charges made against him.’

26
1Turning to Paul, Agrippa said, ‘You are at liberty to speak

for yourself.’ Then Paul stretched out his hand and began his
defence.

2 ‘I have been congratulatingmyself, KingAgrippa,’he said,
‘that it is before you that I have to make my defence today,
with regard to all the charges brought against me bymy own
people,

3especially as you are sowell-versed in all the customs and
questions of the Jewish world. I beg you therefore to giveme
a patient hearing.

4My life, then, from youth upwards, was passed, from the
very first, among my own nation, and in Jerusalem, and is
within the knowledge of all Jews;

5 and they have always known – if they choose to give
evidence – that, in accordance with the very strictest form of
our religion, I lived a true Pharisee.

6 Even now, it is because of my hope in the promise given
by God to our ancestors that I stand here onmy trial –

7 A promise which our twelve tribes, by earnest service
night and day, hope to see fulfilled. It is for this hope, your
Majesty, that I am accused – and by Jews themselves!

8Whydo you all hold it incredible that God should raise the
dead?

9 I myself, it is true, once thought it my duty to oppose in
every way the name of Jesus of Nazareth;

10and I actuallydid soat Jerusalem. Actingon theauthority
of the chief priests, I myself threw many of the people of
Christ into prison, and, when it was proposed to put them to
death, I gavemy vote for it.

11 Time after time, in every synagogue, I tried by punish-
ments to force them to blaspheme. So frantic was I against
them, that I pursued themeven to townsbeyondourborders.
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12 It waswhile I was traveling to Damascus on an errand of
this kind, entrusted with full powers by the chief priests,

13 that at midday, your Majesty, I saw right in my path,
coming from the heavens, a light brighter than the glare of
the sun, which shone all round me and those traveling with
me.

14We all fell to the ground, and then I heard a voice saying
to me in Hebrew – “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me? By kicking against the goad you are punishing
yourself.”

15 “Who are you, Lord?” I asked. And the Lord said, “I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting;

16but get up and stand upright; for I have appeared to
you in order to appoint you a servant and a witness of
thoserevelationsofmewhichyouhavealreadyhad, and
of those in which I will yet appear to you,

17 since I am choosing you out from your own people
and from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you,

18 to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness
to light, and fromthepowerof Satan toGod; so that they
may receive pardon for their sins, and a place among
those who have becomeGod’s people, by faith inme.”

19 After that, King Agrippa, I did not fail to obey the heav-
enly vision;

20on the contrary, first to thoseatDamascusand Jerusalem,
and then through the whole of Judea, and to the Gentiles as
well, I began to preach repentance and conversion to God,
and a life befitting that repentance.

21This iswhy somemen seizedme in theTemple, andmade
attempts onmy life.

22However I have received help from God to this very day,
and so stand here, and bear my testimony to high and low
alike – without adding a word to what the prophets, as well
as Moses, declared should happen –

23 That the Christ must suffer, and that, by rising from the
dead, he was destined to be the first to bring news of light,
not only to our nation, but also to the Gentiles.’

24 While Paul was making this defence, Festus called out
loudly, ‘You aremad, Paul; your great learning is driving you
mad.’

25 ‘I am not mad, your Excellency,’ he replied. ‘On the
contrary, the statements that I ammaking are true and sober.

26 Indeed, the king knows about these matters, so I speak
beforehimwithout constraint. I amsure that there is nothing
whatever ofwhat I havebeen tellinghim that has escapedhis
attention; for all this has not been done in a corner.
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27King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you
do.’

28 But Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You are soon trying to make a
Christian of me!’

29 ‘Whether it is soon or late,’ answered Paul, ‘I pray to God
that not only you, but allwho are listening tome,might today
become just what I ammyself – except for these chains!’

30 Then the king rose, with the Governor and Bernice and
those who had been sitting with them,

31and, after retiring, discussed the case among themselves.
‘There is nothing,’ they said, ‘deserving death or imprison-
ment in this man’s conduct’;

32 and, speaking to Festus, Agrippa added, ‘The man might
havebeendischarged, if hehadnot appealed to theEmperor.’

27
1 As it was decided that we were to sail to Italy, Paul and

someother prisonerswere put in charge of a centurion of the
Augustan Guard, named Julius.

2 We went on board a ship from Adramyttium, which
was on the point of sailing to the ports along the coast of
Roman Asia, and put to sea. Aristarchus, a Macedonian from
Thessalonica, went with us.

3The next daywe put in to Sidon, where Julius treated Paul
in a friendlymanner, and allowed him to go to see his friends
and receive their hospitality.

4 Putting to sea again, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus,
because the wind was against us;

5 and, after crossing the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we
reachedMyra in Lycia.

6 There the Roman officer found an Alexandrian ship on
her way to Italy, and put us on board of her.

7 For several days our progress was slow, and it was only
with difficulty that we arrived off Cnidus. As the wind was
still unfavourablewhenwecameoffCapeSalmone,we sailed
under the lee of Crete,

8andwithdifficulty, bykeepingclose in shore,wereacheda
place called “FairHavens,”nearwhichwas the townofLasea.

9 This had taken a considerable time, and sailing was
alreadydangerous, for the Fastwas already over; and so Paul
gave this warning.

10 ‘My friends,’ he said, ‘I see that this voyage will be
attendedwith injury andmuchdamage, not only to the cargo
and the ship, but to our own lives also.’
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11The Roman officer, however, wasmore influenced by the
captain and the owner than by what was said by Paul.

12And, as the harbour was not a suitable one to winter in,
themajoritywere in favour of continuing the voyage, in hope
of being able to reach Phoenix, and winter there. Phoenix
was a Cretan harbour, open to the north-east and south-east.

13So, when a lightwind sprang up from the south, thinking
that they had found their opportunity, they weighed anchor
and kept along the coast of Crete, close in shore.

14But shortly afterwards a hurricane came down on us off
the land – a north-easter, as it is called.

15 The ship was caught by it and was unable to keep her
head to the wind, so we had to give way and let her drive
before it.

16Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda, we
only just managed to secure the ship’s boat,

17 and, after hoisting it on board, the men frapped the
ship. But, afraid of being driven on to the Syrtis Sands, they
lowered the yard, and then drifted.

18 So violently were we tossed about by the storm, that the
next day they began throwing the cargo overboard,

19and, on the followingday, threwout the ship’s tacklewith
their own hands.

20 As neither sun nor stars were visible for several days,
and, as the gale still continued severe, all hope of our being
saved was at last abandoned.

21 Itwas then,when theyhadgonea long timewithout food,
that Paul came forward, and said, ‘My friends, you should
have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and so
incurred this injury and damage.

22Yet, even as things are, I beg you not to lose courage, for
there will not be a single life lost among you – only the ship.

23 For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong, and
whom I serve, stood byme, and said –

24 “Have no fear, Paul; you must appear before the Em-
peror, and God himself has given you the lives of all your
fellow voyagers.”

25 Therefore, courage, my friends! For I believe God, that
everything will happen exactly as I have been told.

26Wewill, however, have to be driven on some island.’
27 It was now the fourteenth night of the storm, and we

were drifting about in the Adriatic Sea, when, about mid-
night, the sailors began to suspect that they were drawing
near land.
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28 So they took soundings, and found twenty fathoms of
water. After waiting a little, they took soundings again, and
found fifteen fathoms.

29 Then, as they were afraid of our being driven on some
rocky coast, they let go four anchors from the stern, and
longed for daylight.

30The sailorswanted to leave the ship, andhad lowered the
boat, on pretence of running out anchors from the bows,

31when Paul said to the Roman officer and hismen, ‘Unless
the sailors remain on board, you cannot be saved.’

32 So the soldiers cut the ropes which held the boat, and let
her drift away.

33 In the interval before daybreak Paul kept urging themall
to take something to eat.
‘It is a fortnight today,’ he said, ‘that, owing to your anxiety,

you have gone without food, taking nothing.
34So I beg you to take something to eat; your safetydepends

on it, for not one of you will lose even a hair of his head.’
35With these words he took some bread, and, after saying

the thanksgiving to God before them all, broke it in pieces,
and began to eat;

36 and the men all felt cheered and had something to eat
themselves.

37There were about seventy-six of us on board, all told.
38After satisfying their hunger, they further lightened the

ship by throwing the grain into the sea.
39When daylight came, they could not make out what land

itwas, but, observingacreek inwhich therewasabeach, they
consulted as to whether they could run the ship safely into it.

40 Then they cast off, and abandoned the anchors, and at
the same time unlashed the gear of the steering oars, hoisted
the foresail to the wind, andmade for the beach.

41 They got, however, into a kind of channel, and there
ran the ship aground. The bows stuck fast and could not be
moved, while the stern began breaking up under the strain.

42 The advice of the soldiers was that the prisoners should
be killed, so that none of them could swim away and make
their escape.

43 But the Roman officer, anxious to save Paul, prevented
their carryingout their intention, andordered that thosewho
could swim should be the first to jump into the sea and try to
reach the shore;

44 and that the rest should follow, some on planks, and
others on different pieces of the ship. In these various ways
everyonemanaged to get safely ashore.
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28
1Whenwewereall safe,we found that the islandwascalled

Malta.
2The island’s people showed us marked kindness, for they

lit a fire and took us all under shelter, because it had come on
to rain and was cold.

3 Paul had gathered a quantity of dry sticks and laid them
on the fire, when a poisonous snake, driven out by the heat,
fastened on his hand.

4 When the islanders saw the creature hanging from his
hand, they said to one another, ‘Evidently this man is a
murderer, for though he has been saved from the sea, Justice
has not allowed him to live.’

5However, Paul shook the creatureoff into thefireand took
no harm.

6 The islanders were expecting inflammation to set in, or
that hewould suddenly fall dead; but, afterwaiting for a long
time, and seeing that therewas nothing amiss with him, they
changed their minds and said that he was a God.

7 In that region there was an estate belonging to the Gov-
ernor of the island, whose name was Publius. He took us
up to his house, and for three days entertained us most
courteously.

8 It happened that the father of Publiuswas lying ill of fever
anddysentery. So Paulwent to seehim; and, after praying, he
placed his hands on him and cured him.

9After this, all the people in the island who had any illness
came to Paul, and were cured.

10They also presented uswithmany gifts, andwhenwe set
sail they put supplies of necessaries on board.

11After threemonths,weset sail ina ship thathadwintered
in the island. She was an Alexandrian vessel, and had the
Twin sons of Zeus for her figure-head.

12We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days,
13 and from there we worked to windward and so got to

Rhegium. A day later a south wind sprang up and took us to
Puteoli in two days.

14 There we found some of the Lord’s followers, and were
urged to stay a week with them; after which we went on to
Rome.

15The followers there had heard about us, and came out as
far as theMarket of Appius and the Three Taverns tomeet us.
At sight of them Paul thanked God andwasmuch cheered.

16 On our reaching Rome, Paul was allowed to live by
himself, except for the soldier whowas in charge of him.
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17 Three days after our arrival, Paul invited the leading
Jews to meet him; and, when they came, he said, ‘Brothers,
although I had done nothing hostile to the interests of our
nation or to our ancestral customs, yet I was sent from
Jerusalem as a prisoner, and handed over to the Romans.

18 The Romans, when they had examined me, were ready
to release me, because there was nothing in my conduct
deserving death.

19 But, as the Jewish leaders opposed my release, I was
compelled to appeal to the Emperor – not, indeed, that I had
any charge to make against my own nation.

20This, then, is my reason for urging you to come to seeme
and talkwithme; because it is for the sakeof thehopeof Israel
that I am here in chains.’

21 ‘We,’ was their reply, ‘have not had any letter about
you from Judea, nor have any of our fellow Jews come and
reported or said anything bad about you.

22Butwewill be glad tohear fromyouwhat yourviewsare,
for,with regard to this sect,wearewell aware that it is spoken
against on all sides.’

23 They then fixed a day with him, and came to the place
where he was staying, in even larger numbers, when Paul
proceeded to lay the subject before them. He bore his tes-
timony to the kingdom of God, and tried to convince them
about Jesus, by arguments drawn from the Law ofMoses and
from the prophets – speaking frommorning until evening.

24 Some were inclined to accept what he said; others,
however, rejected it.

25 So, as they disagreed among themselves, they began to
disperse, Paul adding only –
‘True, indeed, was the declarationmade by the Holy Spirit,

through the prophet Isaiah to your ancestors –
26Go to this nation and say:

You will hear with your ears without ever understand-
ing,
and, though youhave eyes, youwill seewithout ever
perceiving.

27For themind of this nation has grown dense,
and their ears are dull of hearing,
their eyes also have they closed;

otherwise some day theymight see with their eyes,
and with their ears theymight hear,
and in theirmind theymightunderstand, andmight turn
–
and I might heal them.
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28Understand, then, that this salvationofGodwas sent for the
Gentiles; and they will listen.’
29 *

30 For two whole years Paul stayed in a house which he
rented for himself, welcoming all who came to see him,

31proclaiming the kingdom of God, and teaching about the
Lord Jesus Christ, with perfect fearlessness, unhindered.

* 28:29 Some later manuscripts add: After he said these things the Jews left, all
the while engaging in a heated debate among themselves.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

Introduction
1 From Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, who has been called

tobecomeanapostle, andhasbeen set apart to tell God’s good
news.

2 This good news God promised long ago through his
prophets in the sacred scriptures,

3 concerning his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; who, as to his
human nature, was descended from David,

4 but, as to the spirit of holiness within him, was mirac-
ulously designated Son of God by his resurrection from the
dead.

5Throughhimwe received the gift of the apostolic office, to
win submission to the faith among all nations for the glory of
his name.

6 And among these nations are you – you who have been
called to belong to Jesus Christ.

7To all in Rome who are dear to God and have been called
to become Christ’s people, may God, our Father, and the Lord
Jesus Christ bless you and give you peace.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all,
because the report of your faith is spreading throughout the
world.

9 God, to whom I offer the worship of my soul as I tell the
goodness of his Son, is my witness how constantly I mention
you when I pray,

10 asking that, if he be willing, I may some day at last find
the way open to visit you.

11 For I long to see you, in order to impart to you some
spiritual gift and so give you fresh strength –

12or rather that both you and Imay find encouragement in
each other’s faith.

13 I want you to know, my friends, that I have many times
intended coming to see you – but until now I have been
prevented – that I might find among you some fruit of my
labours, as I have already among the other nations.

Faith the Ground of Acceptance
14 I have aduty to both theGreek and thebarbarian, to both

the cultured and the ignorant.
15And so, for my part, I am ready to tell the good news to

you also who are in Rome.
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16For I amnot ashamed of the good news; it is the power of
God which brings salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first, but also to the Greek.

17 For in it there is a revelation of the divine righteousness
resulting from faith and leading on to faith; as scripture says
– “Through faith the righteous will find life.”

18 So, too, there is a revelation from heaven of the divine
wrath against every form of ungodliness and wickedness on
thepart of thosepeoplewho, by theirwicked lives, are stifling
the truth.

19This is so, becausewhat can be known about God is plain
to them; for God himself has made it plain.

20For ever since the creationof theuniverseGod’s invisible
attributes –his everlastingpoweranddivinity –are tobe seen
and studied in his works, so that people have no excuse;

21 because, although they learned to know God, yet they
did not offer him as God either praise or thanksgiving. Their
speculations about himproved futile, and their undiscerning
minds were darkened.

22Professing to be wise, they showed themselves fools;
23and they transformed the glory of the immortal God into

the likeness of mortal humans, and of birds, and beasts, and
reptiles.

24ThereforeGodabandoned them to impurity, letting them
follow the cravings of their hearts, until they dishonoured
their own bodies;

25 for they had substituted a lie for the truth about God, and
had reverenced andworshiped created thingsmore than the
Creator, who is to be praised for ever. Amen.

26That, I say, iswhyGodabandoned them todegradingpas-
sions. Even the women among them perverted the natural
use of their bodies to the unnatural;

27while themen, disregarding that forwhichwomenwere
intended by nature, were consumed with passion for one
another. Men indulged in vile practices with men, and
incurred in their ownpersons the inevitable penalty for their
perverseness.

28 Then, as they would not keep God before their minds,
God abandoned them to depraved thoughts, so that they did
all kinds of shameful things.

29 They revelled in every form of wickedness, evil, greed,
vice. Their lives were full of envy, murder, quarrelling,
treachery, malice.

30 They became back-biters, slanderers, impious, insolent,
boastful. They devised new sins. They disobeyed their
parents.
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31Theywereundiscerning, untrustworthy,withoutnatural
affection or pity.

32Well awareofGod’sdecree, that thosewhodosuch things
deserve to die, not only are they guilty of them themselves,
but they even applaud those who do them.

2
1 Therefore you have nothing to say in your own defence,

whoever you are who set yourself up as a judge. In judging
others you condemn yourself, for you who set yourself up as
a judge do the very same things.

2 And we know that God’s judgment falls unerringly on
those who do them.

3 You who judge those that do such things and yet are
yourself guilty of them –do you suppose that you of all people
will escape God’s judgment?

4Ordoyou think lightlyofhis abundantkindness, patience,
and forbearance, not realising that his kindness is meant to
lead you to repentance?

5Hard-hearted and impenitent as you are, you are storing
up for yourself wrath on the day ofwrath, whenGod’s justice
as a judge will be revealed;

6 for he will give to everyone what their actions deserve.
7To thosewho, byperseverance in doing good, aimat glory,

honour, and all that is imperishable, he will give immortal
life;

8 while as to those who are factious, and disobedient to
truth but obedient to evil, wrath and anger, distress and
despair,

9will fall on every human being who persists in wrongdo-
ing – on the Jew first, but also on the Greek.

10 But there will be glory, honour, and peace for everyone
who does right – for the Jew first, but also for the Greek,

11 since God shows no partiality.
12All who, when they sin, are without Lawwill also perish

without Law; while all who, when they sin, are under Law,
will be judged as being under Law.

13 It is not those who hear the words of a Law that are
righteous before God, but it is those who obey it that will be
pronounced righteous.

14When Gentiles, who have no Law, do instinctively what
the Law requires, they, though they have no Law, are a Law
to themselves;

15 for they show the demands of the Law written on their
hearts; their consciences corroborating it, while in their
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thoughts they argue either in self-accusation or, it may be, in
self-defence –

16on thedaywhenGodpasses judgmentonpeople’s inmost
lives, as the good news that I tell declares that he will do
through Christ Jesus.

17But, perhaps, youbear thenameof “Jew,” andare relying
on Law, and boast of belonging to God, and understand his
will,

18and, havingbeencarefully instructed fromtheLaw, have
learned to appreciate the finermoral distinctions.

19 Perhaps you are confident that you are a guide to the
blind, a light to those who are in the dark, an instructor of
the unintelligent,

20 and a teacher of the childish, because in the Law you
possess the outline of all knowledge and truth.

21Why, then, you teacher of others, don’t you teach your-
self? Do you preach against stealing, and yet steal?

22Doyou forbid adultery, and yet commit adultery? Do you
loathe idols, and yet plunder temples?

23Boasting, as you do, of your Law, do you dishonour God
by breaking the Law?

24 For, as scripture says – “The Gentiles insult God’s name
because of you”!

25 Circumcision has its value, if you are obeying the Law.
But, if you are a breaker of the Law, your circumcision is no
better than uncircumcision.

26 If, then, an uncircumcised man pays regard to the re-
quirements of the Law, won’t he, although not circumcised,
be regarded by God as if he were?

27 Indeed, the person who, owing to his birth, remains
uncircumcised, and yet scrupulously obeys the Law, will
condemn you, who, for all your written Law and your cir-
cumcision, are yet a breaker of the Law.

28 For a man who is only a Jew outwardly is not a real Jew;
nor is outward bodily circumcision real circumcision. The
real Jew is the person who is a Jew in soul;

29and the real circumcision is the circumcisionof theheart,
a spiritual and not a literal thing. Such a person wins praise
from God, though not from people.

3
1What is the advantage, then, of being a Jew? Or what is

the good of circumcision?
2 Great in every way. First of all, because the Jews were

entrusted with God’s utterances.
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3 What follows then? Some, no doubt, showed a want
of faith; but will their want of faith make God break faith?
Heaven forbid!

4 God must prove true, though everyone prove a liar!
As scripture says of God – “That you may be pronounced
righteous in what you say, and gain your cause when people
would judge you.”

5Butwhat if ourwrongdoingmakesGod’s righteousness all
the clearer? Will God be wrong in inflicting punishment? (I
can but speak as a person.) Heaven forbid!

6Otherwise how can God judge the world?
7 But, if my falsehood redounds to the glory of God, by

makinghis truthfulnessmore apparent,whyam I like others,
still condemned as a sinner?

8 Why should we not say – as some people slanderously
assert that we do say – “Let us do evil that good may come”?
The condemnation of such people is indeed just!

9 What follows, then? Are we Jews in any way superior
to others? Not at all. Our indictment against both Jews and
Greeks was that all alike were in subjection to sin.

10As scripture says –
“There is not even one who is righteous,

11not one who understands,
not one who is searching for God!

12They have all gone astray;
they have one and all become depraved;

there is no one who is doing good – no, not one!”
13 “Their throats are like opened graves;

they deceive with their tongues.”
“The venom of snakes lies behind their lips,”

14 “And their mouths are full of bitter curses.”
15 “Swift are their feet to shed blood.
16Distress and trouble dog their steps,

17and the path of peace they do not know.”
18 “The fear of God is not before their eyes.”

19 Now we know that everything said in the Law is ad-
dressed to those who are under its authority, in order that
every mouth may be closed, and to bring the whole world
under God’s judgment.

20Fornohumanbeingwill bepronouncedrighteousbefore
God as the result of obedience to Law; for it is Law that shows
what sin is.

21But now, quite apart from Law, the divine righteousness
stands revealed, and to it the Law and the prophets bear
witness –
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22 the divine righteousness which is bestowed, through
faith in Jesus Christ, on all, without distinction, who believe
in him.

23 For all have sinned, and all fall short of God’s glorious
ideal,

24but, in his loving kindness, are being freely pronounced
righteous through the deliverance found in Christ Jesus.

25 For God set him before the world, to be, by the shedding
of his blood, a means of reconciliation through faith. And
this God did to prove his righteousness, and because, in his
forbearance, he had passed over the sins that people had
previously committed;

26 as a proof, I repeat, at the present time, of his own
righteousness, that he might be righteous in our eyes, and
might pronounce righteous the personwho takes their stand
on faith in Jesus.

27What, then, becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By
what sort of Law? A Law requiring obedience? No, a Law
requiring faith.

28 For we conclude that a person is pronounced righteous
on the ground of faith, quite apart from obedience to Law.

29Or can it be that God is the God only of the Jews? Isn’t he
also the God of the Gentiles?

30Yes, of the Gentiles also, since there is only one God, and
he will pronounce those who are circumcised righteous as
the result of faith, and also those who are uncircumcised on
their showing the same faith.

31Dowe, then, use this faith toabolishLaw? Heaven forbid!
No, we establish Law.

4
1What then, itmay be asked, arewe to say about Abraham,

the ancestor of our nation?
2 If hewaspronounced righteousas the result of obedience,

then he has something to boast of. Yes, but not before God.
3For what are the words of scripture? “Abraham had faith

in God, and his faith was regarded by God as righteousness.”
4Nowwages are regarded as due to the personwhoworks,

not as a favour, but as a debt;
5while, as for the person who does not rely on their obe-

dience, but has faith in him who can pronounce the godless
righteous, their faith is regarded by God as righteousness.

6 In precisely the same way David speaks of the blessing
pronounced on the person who is regarded by God as righ-
teous apart from actions –
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7 “Blessed are those whose wrongdoings have been for-
given and over whose sins a veil has been drawn!

8 Blessed the man whom the Lord will never regard as
sinful!”

9 Is this blessing, then, pronouncedon the circumcised only
or on the uncircumcised as well? We say that – “Abraham’s
faith was regarded by God as righteousness.”

10 Under what circumstances, then, did this take place?
After his circumcision or before it?

11Not after, but before. And it was as a sign of this that he
received the rite of circumcision – to show the righteousness
due to the faith of an uncircumcised man – in order that he
might be the father of all who have faith in God even when
uncircumcised, so that they also may be regarded by God as
righteous;

12aswell as father of the circumcised – to thosewhoarenot
only circumcised, butwho also follow our father Abraham in
that faith which he had while still uncircumcised.

13 For the promise that he should inherit the world did
not come to Abraham or his descendants through Law, but
through the righteousness due to faith.

14 If those who take their stand on Law are to inherit the
world, then faith is robbed of its meaning and the promise
comes to nothing!

15 Law entails punishment; but, where no Law exists, no
breach of it is possible.

16That iswhyeverything ismade todependon faith: so that
everythingmay be God’s gift, and in order that the fulfilment
of thepromisemaybemadecertain forallAbraham’sdescen-
dants –not only for thosewho take their standon theLaw, but
also for those who take their stand on the faith of Abraham.
(He is the father of us all;

17 as scripture says – “I have made you the father of many
nations.”) And this they do in the sight of that God in whom
Abrahamhad faith, andwhogives life to thedead, and speaks
of what does not yet exist as if it did.

18With no ground for hope, Abraham, sustained by hope,
put faith in God; in order that, in fulfilment of thewords – “So
manywill yourdescendantsbe,”hemightbecome “the father
of many nations.”

19 Though he was nearly a hundred years old, yet his faith
did not fail him, even when he thought of his own body,
then utterly worn out, and remembered that Sarah was past
bearing children.

20Hewas not led by want of faith to doubt God’s promise.
21 On the contrary, his faith gave him strength; and he
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praised God, in the firm conviction that what God has
promised he is also able to carry out.

22And therefore his faith “was regarded as righteousness.”
23Now these words – “it was regarded as righteousness” –

were not written with reference to Abraham only;
24 but also with reference to us. Our faith, too, will be

regardedbyGod in the same light, ifwehave faith inhimwho
raised Jesus, our Lord, from the dead;

25 for Jesus was given up to death to atone for our offences,
andwas raised to life thatwemightbepronouncedrighteous.

5
1 Therefore, having been pronounced righteous as the re-

sult of faith, let us enjoy peacewith God through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

2 It is through him that, by reason of our faith, we have
obtained admission to that place in God’s favour in which
we now stand. So let us exult in our hope of attaining God’s
glorious ideal.

3And not only that, but let us also exult in our troubles;
4 for we know that trouble develops endurance, and en-

durance strength of character, and strength of character
hope,

5 and that hope never disappoints. For the love of God has
filled our hearts through the Holy Spirit which was given us;

6 seeing that, while wewere still powerless, Christ, in God’s
good time, died on behalf of the godless.

7Even for an upright person scarcely anyonewill die. For a
really good person perhaps someonemight even dare to die.

8 But God puts his love for us beyond all doubt by the fact
that Christ died on our behalf while we were still sinners.

9 Much more, then, now that we have been pronounced
righteous by virtue of the shedding of his blood, will we be
saved through him from the wrath of God.

10For if, whenwewere God’s enemies, wewere reconciled
to him through the death of his Son,muchmore, now thatwe
havebecomereconciled,willwebe savedbyvirtueofChrist’s
life.

11 And not only that, but we exult in God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, through whom we have now obtained this
reconciliation.

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one
man, and through sin came death; so, also, death spread to
all humanity, because every person has sinned.
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13 Even before the time of the Law there was sin in the
world; but sin cannot be charged against someone where no
Law exists.

14Yet, from Adam to Moses, death reigned even over those
whose sin was not a breach of a law, as Adam’s was. And
Adam foreshadows the one to come.

15But there is a contrast betweenAdam’s offence andGod’s
gracious gift. For, if by reason of the offence of the one
man the whole human race died, far more were the loving
kindness of God, and the gift given in the loving kindness of
the oneman, Jesus Christ, lavished on thewhole human race.

16 There is a contrast, too, between the gift and the results
of the one man’s sin. The judgment, which followed on the
one man’s sin, resulted in condemnation, but God’s gracious
gift, which followed onmany offences, resulted in a decree of
righteousness.

17 For if, by reason of the offence of the one man, death
reigned through that oneman, farmorewill those, onwhom
God’s loving kindness and his gift of righteousness are lav-
ished, find life, and reign through the oneman, Jesus Christ.

18 Briefly then, just as a single offence resulted for all
humanity in condemnation, so, too, a single decree of righ-
teousness resulted for all humanity in that declaration of
righteousness which brings life.

19 For, as through the disobedience of the one man the
whole human race was rendered sinful, so, too, through the
obedience of the one, thewhole human racewill be rendered
righteous.

20Lawwas introduced in order that offencesmight bemul-
tiplied. But, where sins were multiplied, the loving kindness
of God was lavished themore,

21 inorder that, just as sinhadreigned in the realmofdeath,
so, too, might loving-kindness reign through righteousness,
and result in eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

6
Difficulties arising from this Teaching

1What are we to say, then? Are we to continue to sin, in
order that God’s loving kindness may bemultiplied?

2Heaven forbid! We became dead to sin, so how canwe go
on living in it?

3Or can it be that you do not know that all of us, who were
baptised into union with Christ Jesus, in our baptism shared
his death?

4 Consequently, through sharing his death in our baptism,
we were buried with him; so that, just as Christ was raised
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from the dead by amanifestation of the Father’s power, sowe
also may live a new life.

5 If we have become unitedwith him by the act symbolic of
his death, surely we will also become united with him by the
act symbolic of his resurrection.

6Werecognise the truth that our old selfwas crucifiedwith
Christ, in order that the body, the stronghold of sin, might be
rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to
sin.

7 For the man who has so died has been pronounced righ-
teous and released from sin.

8 And our belief is, that, as we have shared Christ’s death,
we will also share his life.

9We know, indeed, that Christ, having once risen from the
dead, will not die again. Death has power over himno longer.

10For the death that he diedwas a death to sin, once and for
all. But the life that he now lives, he lives for God.

11 So let it be with you – regard yourselves as dead to sin,
but as living for God, through union with Christ Jesus.

12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies and
compel you to obey its cravings.

13Do not offer any part of your bodies to sin, in the cause
of unrighteousness, but once for all offer yourselves to God
(as those who, though once dead, now have life), and devote
every part of your bodies to the cause of righteousness.

14For sin will not lord it over you. You are living under the
reign, not of Law, but of love.

15What follows, then? Are we to sin because we are living
under the reign of love and not of Law? Heaven forbid!

16 Surely you know that when you offer yourselves as
servants, to obey anyone, you are the servants of the person
whom you obey, whether the service be a service to sin
which leads to death, or a service to duty which leads to
righteousness.

17God be thanked that, though you were once servants of
sin, yet you learned to give hearty obedience to that form of
doctrine under which you were placed.

18 Set free from the control of sin, you became servants to
righteousness.

19 I can but speak as people do because of the weakness
of your earthly nature. Once you offered every part of your
bodies to the service of impurity, and of wickedness, which
leads to further wickedness. Now, in the same way, offer
them to the service of righteousness, which leads to holiness.

20 While you were still servants of sin, you were free as
regards righteousness.
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21 But what were the fruits that you reaped from those
things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of such
things is death.

22But now that you have been set free from the control of
sin, and have become servants to God, the fruit that you reap
is an ever increasing holiness, and the end eternal life.

23 The wages of sin are death, but the gift of God is eternal
life, through union with Christ Jesus, our Lord.

7
1Surely, friends, youknow(for I amspeaking topeoplewho

know what Law means) that Law has power over a person
only as long as they lives.

2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her
husbandwhile he is living; but, if her husband dies, she is set
free from the law that bound her to him.

3 If, then, during her husband’s lifetime, she unites herself
to another man, she will be called an adulteress; but, if her
husband dies, the law has no further hold on her, nor, if she
unites herself to another man, is she an adulteress.

4 And so with you, my friends; as far as the Law was
concerned, you underwent death in the crucified body of the
Christ, so that youmight beunited to another, tohimwhowas
raised from the dead, in order that our lives might bear fruit
for God.

5 When we were living merely earthly lives, our sinful
passions, arousedby theLaw,were active in everypart of our
bodies, with the result that our lives bore fruit for death.

6 But now we are set free from the Law, because we are
dead to that which once kept us under restraint; and so we
serve under new, spiritual conditions, and not under old,
written regulations.

7What are we to say, then? That Law and sin are the same
thing? Heaven forbid! On the contrary, I should not have
learned what sin is, had not it been for Law. If the Law did
not say “You must not covet,” I should not know what it is to
covet.

8 But sin took advantage of the commandment to arouse
in me every form of covetousness, for where there is no
consciousness of Law sin shows no sign of life.

9Therewas a timewhen Imyself, unconscious of Law, was
alive; butwhen the commandmentwas brought home tome,
sin sprang into life, while I died!

10 The commandment that should have meant life I found
to result in death!

11 Sin took advantage of the commandment to deceive me,
and used it to bring about my death.
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12 And so the Law is holy, and each commandment is also
holy, and just, and good.

13Did, then, a thing, which in itself was good, involve death
in my case? Heaven forbid! It was sin that involved death;
so that, by its use of what I regarded as good to bring about
my death, its true nature might appear; and in this way the
commandment showed how intensely sinful sin is.

14Weknow that the Law is spiritual, but I am earthly – sold
into slavery to sin.

15 I do not understandmyownactions. For I am so far from
habitually doing what I want to do, that I find myself doing
the thing that I hate.

16But when I do what I want not to do, I am admitting that
the Law is right.

17This being so, the action is no longermy own, but is done
by the sin which is withinme.

18 I know that there is nothing good in me – I mean in my
earthly nature. For, although it is easy for me to want to do
right, to act rightly is not easy.

19 I fail to do the good thing that I want to do, but the bad
thing that I want not to do – that I habitually do.

20But,when I do the thing that Iwant not to do, the action is
no longer my own, but is done by the sin which is withinme.

21This, then, is the law that I find –when I want to do right,
wrong presents itself!

22At heart I delight in the Law of God;
23but throughout my body I see a different law, one which

is in conflict with the law accepted by my reason, and which
endeavours to make me a prisoner to that law of sin which
exists throughout my body.

24Miserable man that I am! Who will deliver me from the
body that is bringingme to this death?

25ThankGod, there is deliverance through Jesus Christ, our
Lord! Well then, for myself, with my reason I serve the Law
of God, but withmy earthly nature the Law of sin.

8
1 There is, therefore, now no condemnation for those who

are in union with Christ Jesus;
2 for through your union with Christ Jesus, the Law of the

life-giving Spirit has set you free from the Law of sin and
death.

3 What Law could not do, in so far as our earthly nature
weakened its action, God did, by sending his own Son, with
a nature resembling our sinful nature, to atone for sin. He
condemned sin in that earthly nature,
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4 so that the requirements of the Law might be satisfied in
us who live now in obedience, not to our earthly nature, but
to the Spirit.

5Theywho follow their earthly nature are earthly-minded,
while they who follow the Spirit are spiritually minded.

6 To be earthly-minded means death, to be spiritually
mindedmeans life and peace;

7because tobe earthly-minded is tobeanenemy toGod, for
such a mind does not submit to the Law of God, nor indeed
can it do so.

8They who are earthly cannot please God.
9You, however, arenot earthly but spiritual, since the Spirit

of God lives within you. Unless a person has the Spirit of
Christ, they do not belong to Christ;

10but, if Christ is within you, then, though the body is dead
as a consequence of sin, the spirit is life as a consequence of
righteousness.

11And, if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
liveswithinyou, hewhoraisedChrist Jesus fromthedeadwill
give life even to your mortal bodies, through his Spirit living
within you.

12 So then, friends, we owe nothing to our earthly nature,
that we should live in obedience to it.

13 If you live in obedience to your earthly nature, you will
inevitably die; but if, by the power of the Spirit, you put an
end to the evil habits of the body, you will live.

14 All who are guided by the Spirit of God are children of
God.

15Foryoudidnot receive the spirit of a slave, tofill youonce
more with fear, but the spirit of a child by adoption, which
leads us to cry “Abba, our Father.”

16 The Spirit himself unites with our spirits in bearing
witness to our being God’s children,

17 and if children, then heirs – heirs of God, and joint heirs
with Christ, since we share Christ’s sufferings in order that
wemay also share his glory.

18 I do not count the sufferings of our present life worthy of
mentionwhen comparedwith the glory that is to be revealed
and bestowed on us.

19 All nature awaits with eager expectation the appearing
of the sons of God.

20For nature was made subject to imperfection – not by its
own choice, but owing to himwhomade it so –

21 yet not without the hope that some day nature, also, will
be set free from enslavement to decay, and will attain to the
freedomwhich will mark the glory of the children of God.
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22Weknow, indeed, that all nature alike has been groaning
in the pains of labour to this very hour.

23 And not nature only; but we ourselves also, though
we have already a first gift of the Spirit – we ourselves are
inwardly groaning, while we eagerly await our full adoption
as sons – the redemption of our bodies.

24By our hopewewere saved. But the thing hoped for is no
longer an object of hope when it is before our eyes; for who
hopes for what is before his eyes?

25But when we hope for what is not before our eyes, then
wewait for it with patience.

26So, also, theSpirit supportsus inourweakness. Wedonot
even know how to pray as we should; but the Spirit himself
pleads for us in sighs that can find no utterance.

27 Yet he who searches all our hearts knows what the
Spirit’s meaning is, because the pleadings of the Spirit for
Christ’s people are in accordance with his will.

28 But we do know that God causes all things to work
together for the good of thosewho love him – thosewho have
received the call in accordance with his purpose.

29For thosewhomGod chose from thefirst he also destined
from the first to be transformed into likeness to his Son, so
that his Son might be the eldest among many brothers and
sisters.

30 And those whom God destined for this he also called;
and those whom he called he also pronounced righteous;
and thosewhomhe pronounced righteous he also brought to
glory.

31What are we to say, then, in the light of all this?
If God is on our side, who can there be against us?
32 God did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up on

behalf of us all; will he not, then, with him, freely give
us all things?

33Who will bring a charge against any of God’s people? He
who pronounces them righteous is God!

34Who is there to condemn them? Hewhodied forus is Christ
Jesus! – or, rather, it was he who was raised from the
dead, and who is now at God’s right hand and is even
pleading on our behalf!

35 Who is there to separate us from the love of the Christ?
Will trouble, or difficulty, or persecution, or hunger, or
nakedness, or danger, or the sword?

36Scripture says – “For your sakewe are being killed all the
day long, We are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37Yet amid all these things wemore than conquer through
himwho loved us!
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38 For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor archangels, nor the present, nor the future, nor
any powers,

39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will
be able to separate us from the love of God revealed in Christ
Jesus, our Lord!

9
Gentiles and Jews

1 I am speaking the truth as one in union with Christ; it is
no lie; andmy conscience, enlightened by the Holy Spirit,

2 bears me out when I say that there is a great weight of
sorrow onme and that my heart is never free from pain.

3 I couldwish that Iweremyself accursedand severed from
theChrist, for the sakeofmypeople –myownfleshandblood.

4 For they are Israelites, and theirs are the adoption as
children, the visible presence, the covenants, the revealed
Law, the Temple worship, and the promises.

5 They are descended from the patriarchs, and, as far as
his humannaturewas concerned, from themcame theChrist
– he who is supreme over all things, God for ever blessed.
Amen.

6 Not that God’s Word has failed. For it is not all who are
descended from Israel who are true Israelites;

7nor, because they areAbraham’s descendants, are they all
his children; but – “It is Isaac’s children who will be called
your descendants.”

8 This means that it is not the children born in the course
of nature who are God’s children, but it is the children
born in fulfilment of the promise who are to be regarded as
Abraham’s descendants.

9 For these words are the words of a promise – “About this
time I will come, and Sarah will have a son.”

10Nor is that all. There is also the case of Rebecca,when she
was about to bear children to our ancestor Isaac.

11 For in order that the purpose of God, working through
selection, might not fail – a selection depending, not on
obedience, but on his call – Rebecca was told, before her
childrenwerebornandbefore theyhaddoneanythingeither
right or wrong,

12 that the elder would be a servant to the younger.
13 The words of scripture are – “I loved Jacob, but I hated

Esau.”
14 What are we to say, then? Is God guilty of injustice?

Heaven forbid!
15 For his words to Moses are – “I will take pity on whom I

take pity, and bemerciful to whom I ammerciful.”
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16 So, then, all depends, not on human wishes or human
efforts, but on God’s mercy.

17 In scripture, again, it is said to Pharaoh – “It was for
this purpose that I raised you to the throne, to show my
powerbymydealingswithyou, and tomakemynameknown
throughout the world.”

18 So, then, where God wills, he takes pity, and where he
wills, he hardens the heart.

19 Perhaps you will say to me – “How can anyone still be
blamed? For whowithstands his purpose?”

20 I might rather ask “Who are you who are arguing with
God?” Does a thing which a person has moulded say to the
personwhohasmoulded it “Whydid youmakeme like this?”

21Has not the potter absolute power over their clay, so that
out of the same lump they make one thing for better, and
another for common, use?

22Andwhat if God, intending to reveal his displeasure and
make his power known, bore most patiently with the objects
of his displeasure, though they were fit only to be destroyed,

23 so as tomake knownhis surpassing glory in dealingwith
the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared beforehand for
glory,

24andwhomhe called – even us – not only from among the
Jews but from among the Gentiles also!

25This, indeed, iswhathe says in thebookofHosea – “Those
whowere notmypeople, I will callmy people, and thosewho
were unloved I will love.

26And in the place where it was said to them – ‘You are not
my people’, they will be called sons of the living God.”

27And Isaiah cries aloud over Israel – “Though the sons of
Israel are like the sand of the sea in number, only a remnant
of themwill escape!

28For the Lordwill execute his sentence on theworld, fully
and without delay.”

29 It is as Isaiah foretold – “Hadnot the Lord ofHosts spared
some few of our people to us, we should have become like
Sodom and beenmade to resemble Gomorrah.”

30What are we to say, then? Why, that Gentiles, who were
not in search of righteousness, secured it – a righteousness
which was the result of faith;

31while Israel, which was in search of a Law which would
ensure righteousness, failed to discover one.

32And why? Because they looked to obedience, and not to
faith, to secure it. They stumbled over the stumbling-block.

33As scripture says – “See, I place a stumbling-block in Zion
– a rock which will prove a hindrance; and he who believes
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in himwill have no cause for shame.”

10
1My friends, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for my

people is for their salvation.
2 I can testify that they are zealous for the honour of God;

but they are not guided by true insight,
3 for, in their ignorance of the divine righteousness, and in

their eagerness to set up a righteousness of their own, they
refused to accept with submission the divine righteousness.

4 For Christ has brought Law to an end, so that righteous-
ness may be obtained by everyone who believes in him.

5 For Moses writes that, as for the righteousness which
results from Law, those who practice it will find life through
it.

6 But the righteousness which results from faith finds ex-
pression in these words: “Do not say to yourself ‘Whowill go
up into heaven?’ ” (whichmeans to bring Christ down)

7 “or ‘Who will go down into the depths below?’ ” (which
means to bring Christ up from the dead).

8 No, but what does it say? “The message is near you, on
your lips and in your heart” (which means “The message of
faith”which we proclaim).

9 For, if with your lips you acknowledge the truth of the
message that JESUS IS LORD, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

10Forwith their hearts people believe and so attain to righ-
teousness, whilewith their lips theymake their profession of
faith and so find salvation.

11As the passage of scripture says – “No one who believes
in himwill have any cause for shame.”

12 For no distinction is made between the Jew and the
Greek, for all have the same Lord, and he is bountiful to all
who invoke him.

13 For everyone who invokes the name of the Lord will be
saved.

14But how, itmay be asked, are they to invoke one inwhom
theyhavenot learned tobelieve? Andhoware they tobelieve
in one whose words they have not heard? And how are they
to hear his words unless someone proclaims him?

15And how is anyone to proclaim him unless they are sent
as hismessengers? As scripture says – “Howbeautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”

16 Still, it may be said, everyone did not give heed to the
good news. No, for Isaiah asks – “Lord, who has believed our
teaching?”
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17 And so we gather, faith is a result of teaching, and the
teaching comes in themessage of Christ.

18 But I ask “Is it possible that people have never heard?”
No, indeed, for – “Their voices spread through all the earth,
and their message to the ends of the world.”

19But again I ask “Didnot the people of Israel understand?”
First there is Moses, who says – “I, the Lord, will stir you to
rivalry with a nation which is no nation; against an undis-
cerning nation I will arouse your anger.”

20And Isaiah says boldly – “I was found by those whowere
not seeking me; I mademyself known to those who were not
inquiring of me.”

21 But of the people of Israel he says – “All day long I
have stretched out my hands to a people who disobey and
contradict.”

11
1 I ask, then, “HasGod rejected his people?” Heaven forbid!

For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the
tribe of Benjamin.

2God has not rejected his people, whom he chose from the
first. Have you forgotten the words of scripture in the story
of Elijah – how he appeals to God against Israel?

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have pulled
down your altars, and I only am left; and now they are eager
to takemy life.”

4Butwhatwas the divine response? “I have kept formyself
seven thousand who have never bowed the knee to Baal.”

5Andso inourown time, too, there is tobe founda remnant
of our nation selected by God in love.

6 But if in love, then it is not as a result of obedience.
Otherwise love would cease to be love.

7What follows from this? Why, that Israel as a nation failed
to securewhat itwas seeking,while thosewhomGodselected
did secure it.

8 The rest grew callous; as scripture says – “God has given
them a deadness of mind – eyes that are not to see and ears
that are not to hear – and it is so to this very day.”

9 David, too, says – “May their feasts prove a snare and a
trap to them – a hindrance and a retribution;

10may their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see; and
do you always make their backs to bend.”

11 I ask then – “Was their stumbling to result in their fall?”
Heaven forbid! On the contrary, through their falling away
salvationhas reached theGentiles, to stir the rivalry of Israel.
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12 And, if their falling away has enriched the world, and
their failure has enriched the Gentiles, how much more will
result from their full restoration!

13But I am speaking to you whowere Gentiles.
14Being myself an apostle to the Gentiles, I exalt my office,

in the hope that I may stir my countrymen to rivalry, and so
save some of them.

15For, if their being cast aside hasmeant the reconciliation
of theworld,whatwill their receptionmean, but life from the
dead?

16 If the first handful of dough is holy, so is the whole mass,
and if the root is holy, so are the branches.

17 Some, however, of the branches were broken off, and
you,whowereonly awild olive,were grafted inamong them,
and came to share with them the root which is the source of
the richness of the cultivated olive.

18 Yet do not exult over the other branches. But, if you do
exult over them, remember that you do not support the root,
but that the root supports you.

19 But branches, you will say, were broken off, so that I
might be grafted in.

20 True, it was because of their want of faith that they
were broken off, and it is because of your faith that you are
standing. Do not think too highly of yourself, but beware.

21 For, if God did not spare the natural branches, neither
will he spare you.

22 See, then, both the goodness and the severity of God –
his severity towards thosewho fell, andhis goodness towards
you, provided that you continue to confide in that goodness;
otherwise you, also, will be cut off.

23 And they, too, if they do not continue in their unbelief,
will be grafted in; for God has it in his power to graft them in
again.

24 If youwere cut off fromyournatural stock – awild olive –
andwere grafted, contrary to the course of nature, on a good
olive,muchmorewill they – thenatural branches –begrafted
back into their parent tree.

25 My friends, so that you don’t think too highly of your-
selves, Iwant you to recognise the truth, hithertohidden, that
the callousness which has come over Israel is only partial,
andwill continueonlyuntil thewholeGentileworldhasbeen
gathered in.

26 And then all Israel will be saved. As scripture says –
“From Zion will come the Deliverer; he will banish ungodli-
ness from Jacob.
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27And they will see the fulfilment of my covenant, when I
have taken away their sins.”

28From the standpoint of the goodnews, the Jews areGod’s
enemies for your sake; but from the standpoint of God’s
selection, they are dear to him for the sake of the patriarchs.

29For God never regrets his gifts or his call.
30 Just as you at one timewere disobedient to him, but have

now foundmercy in the day of their disobedience;
31 so, too, they have now become disobedient in your day

of mercy, in order that they also in their turn may now find
mercy.

32 For God has given all alike over to disobedience, that to
all alike hemay showmercy.

33Oh! The unfathomable wisdom and knowledge of God!
How inscrutable are his judgments, how untraceable his
ways! Yes –

34 ho has ever comprehended the mind of the Lord? Who
has ever become his counsellor?

35 Or who has first given to him, so that he may claim a
reward?

36 For all things are from him, through him, and for him.
And to him be all glory for ever and ever! Amen.

12
Advice on Daily Life

1 I entreat you, then, friends, by themercies of God, to offer
your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
for this is your rational worship.

2 Do not conform to the fashion of this world; but be
transformedby the complete change that has comeover your
minds, so that you may discern what God’s will is – all that is
good, acceptable, and perfect.

3 In fulfilment of the charge with which I have been en-
trusted, I tell every one of you not to think more highly of
themselves than they ought to think, but to think until they
learn to think soberly – in accordance with the measure of
faith that God has allotted to each.

4 For, just as in the human body there is a union of many
parts, and each part has its own function,

5 so we, by our union in Christ, many though we are, form
but one body, and individually we are related one to another
as its parts.

6 Since our gifts differ in accordance with the particular
charge entrusted to us, if our gift is to preach, let our preach-
ing correspond to our faith;
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7 if it is to minister to others, let us devote ourselves to our
ministry; the teacher to their teaching,

8 the counselor to their counsel. Let the person who gives
in charity do so with a generous heart; let the person who is
in authority exercise due diligence; let the personwho shows
kindness do so in a cheerful spirit.

9Let your lovebe sincere. Hate thewrong; cling to the right.
10 In the love of the community of the Lord’s followers,

be affectionate to one another; in showing respect, set an
example of deference to one another;

11 never flagging in zeal; fervent in spirit; serving the
Master;

12 rejoicing in your hope; steadfast under persecution;
persevering in prayer;

13 relieving the wants of Christ’s people; devoted to hospi-
tality.

14Bless your persecutors – bless and never curse.
15 Rejoice with those who are rejoicing, and weep with

those who are weeping.
16 Let the same spirit of sympathy animate you all, not a

spirit of pride; enjoy the company of ordinary people. Do not
think too highly of yourselves.

17 Never return injury for injury. Aim at doing what
everyone will recognise as honourable.

18 If it is possible, as far as rests with you, live peaceably
with everyone.

19Never avenge yourselves, dear friends, butmakeway for
the wrath of God; for scripture declares – “ ‘It is for me to
avenge, I will requite,’ says the Lord.”

20 Rather – “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him to drink. By doing this you will heap coals
of fire on his head.”

21Never be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good.

13
1 Let everyone obey the supreme authorities. For no

authority exists except by the will of God, and the existing
authorities have been appointed by God.

2 Therefore the one who sets themself against the authori-
ties is resisting God’s appointment, and those who resist will
bring a judgment on themselves.

3Agoodactionhasnothing to fear fromrulers; a badaction
has. Do you want to have no reason to fear the authorities?
Then do what is good, and youwill win their praise.

4For they are God’s servants appointed for your good. But,
if youdowhat iswrong, youmaywell be afraid; for the sword
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they carry is not without meaning! They are God’s servants
to inflict his punishments on those who do wrong.

5 You are bound, therefore, to obey, not only through fear
of God’s punishments, but also as amatter of conscience.

6 This, too, is the reason for your paying taxes; for the
officials areGod’s officers, devoting themselves to this special
work.

7 In all cases pay what is due from you – tribute where
tribute is due, taxes where taxes are due, respect where
respect is due, and honour where honour is due.

8 Owe nothing to anyone except love; for they who love
their neighbour have satisfied the Law.

9The commandments, “Youmust not commit adultery, you
must not kill, you must not steal, you must not covet,” and
whatever other commandment there is, are all summed up
in the words – “You must love your neighbour as you love
yourself.”

10 Love never wrongs a neighbour. Therefore love fully
satisfies the Law.

11 This I say, because you know the crisis that we have
reached, for the time has already come for you to rouse
yourselves from sleep; our salvation is nearer now than
whenwe accepted the faith.

12The night is almost gone; the day is near. Therefore let us
be done with the deeds of darkness, and arm ourselves with
the weapons of light.

13 Being in the light of day, let us live becomingly, not in
revelry and drunkenness, not in lust and licentiousness, not
in quarrelling and jealousy.

14 No! Arm yourselves with the spirit of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and spend no thought on your earthly nature, to
satisfy its cravings.

14
1As for those whose faith is weak, always receive them as

friends, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on their
scruples.

2 One person’s faith permits them to eat food of all kinds,
while another whose faith is weak eats only vegetable food.

3 The person who eats meat must not despise the person
who abstains from it; normust the personwho abstains from
eating meat pass judgment on the one who eats it, for God
himself has received them.

4 Who are you, that you should pass judgment on the
servant of another? Their standing or falling concerns their
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ownmaster. And stand they will, for their Master can enable
them to stand.

5Again, one person considers some days to bemore sacred
than others, while another considers all days to be alike.
Everyone ought to be fully convinced in their ownmind.

6Thepersonwhoobserves a day, observes it to theMaster’s
honour. They, again, who eat meat eat it to the Master’s
honour, for they give thanks to God; while the person who
abstains from it abstains from it to the Master’s honour, and
also gives thanks to God.

7There is not oneof uswhose life concerns ourselves alone,
and not one of us whose death concerns ourself alone;

8 for, if we live, our life is for the Master, and, if we die,
our death is for the Master. Whether, then, we live or die we
belong to theMaster.

9 The purpose for which Christ died and came back to life
was this – that he might be Lord over both the dead and the
living.

10 I would ask the one “Why do you judge other followers
of the Lord?” And I would ask the other “Why do you despise
them?” For wewill all stand before the court of God.

11 For scripture says – “ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every kneewill bend beforeme and every tonguewill praise
God.’ ”

12 So, then, each one of us will have to render account of
himself to God.

13Let us, then, cease to judge one another. Rather let this be
your resolve –never toplace a stumbling-blockor anobstacle
in the way of a fellow follower of the Lord.

14 Through my union with the Lord Jesus, I know and
am persuaded that nothing is defiling in itself. A thing is
“defiling” only to the person who holds it to be so.

15 If, for the sake of what you eat, you wound your fellow
follower’s feelings, your life has ceased to be ruled by love.
Do not, bywhat you eat, ruin someone forwhomChrist died!

16 Do not let what is right for you become a matter of
reproach.

17 For the kingdom of God does not consist of eating
and drinking, but of righteousness and peace and gladness
through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

18Thepersonwho serves theChrist in thiswaypleasesGod,
and wins the approval of their fellows.

19Therefore our efforts should be directed towards all that
makes for peace and themutual building up of character.

20 Do not undo God’s work for the sake of what you eat.
Though everything is “clean,” yet, if a person eats so as to put
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a stumbling-block in the way of others, they do wrong.
21 The right course is to abstain from meat or wine or,

indeed, anything that is a stumbling-block to your fellow
follower of the Lord.

22As for yourself – keep this conviction of yours to yourself,
as in the presence ofGod. Happy the personwhonever has to
condemn themselves in regard to something they think right!

23 The person, however, who has misgivings stands con-
demned if they still eat, because theirdoing so isnot the result
of faith. And anything not done as the result of faith is a sin.

15
1We, the strong, ought to take on our own shoulders the

weaknesses of those who are not strong, and not merely to
please ourselves.

2 Let each of us please our neighbour for our neighbour’s
good, to help in the building up of their character.

3 Even the Christ did not please himself! On the contrary,
as scripture says of him – “The reproaches of thosewhowere
reproaching you fell uponme.”

4 Whatever was written in the scriptures in days gone
by was written for our instruction, so that, through patient
endurance, and through the encouragement drawn from the
scriptures, wemight hold fast to our hope.

5And may God, the giver of this patience and this encour-
agement, grant you to be united in sympathy in Christ,

6 so that with one heart and one voice you may praise the
God and Father of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

7 Therefore always receive one another as friends, just as
the Christ himself received us, to the glory of God.

8 For I tell you that Christ, in vindication of God’s truthful-
ness, has become aminister of the covenant of circumcision,
so that hemay fulfil the promises made to our ancestors,

9 and that the Gentiles also may praise God for his mercy.
As scripture says – “Therefore will I make acknowledgment
to you among the Gentiles and sing in honour of your name.”

10 And again it says – “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with God’s
people.”

11And yet again – “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let
all Peoples sing his praises.”

12Again, Isaiah says – “There will be a Scion of the house of
Jesse, One who is to arise to rule the Gentiles; on himwill the
Gentiles rest their hopes.”



Romans 15:13 312 Romans 15:27

13 May God, who inspires our hope, grant you perfect
happiness and peace in your faith, until you are filled with
this hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

14 I am persuaded, my friends – yes, I Paul, with regard
to you – that you are yourselves full of kindness, furnished
with all Christian learning, andwell able to give advice to one
another.

15 But in parts of this letter I have expressed myself some-
what boldly – by way of refreshing yourmemories –

16 because of the charge with which God has entrusted
me, that I should be an assistant of Christ Jesus to go to the
Gentiles – that I should act as a priest of God’s good news,
so that the offering up of the Gentiles may be an acceptable
sacrifice, consecrated by the Holy Spirit.

17 It is, then, throughmyunionwith Christ Jesus that I have
a proud confidence inmywork for God.

18 For I will not dare to speak of anything but what Christ
has done throughme to win the obedience of the Gentiles –

19bymywordsandactions, through thepowerdisplayed in
signs andmarvels, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.
And so, starting from Jerusalem and going as far as Illyria, I
have told in full the good news of the Christ;

20yet alwayswith the ambition to tell the good newswhere
Christ’s name had not previously been heard, so as to avoid
building on another’s foundations.

21But as scripture says – “They towhomhe had never been
proclaimed will see; and they who have never heard will
understand!”

Conclusion
22That is why I have so often been prevented from coming

to you.
23 But now there are no further openings for me in these

parts, and I have for several years been longing to come to
you whenever I may be going to Spain.

24 For my hope is to visit you on my journey, and then to
be sent on my way by you, after I have first partly satisfied
myself by seeing something of you.

25 Just now, however, I am onmy way to Jerusalem, to take
help to Christ’s people there.

26 For Macedonia and Greece have been glad to make a
collection for the poor among Christ’s people at Jerusalem.

27Yes, theywere glad to do so; and indeed it is a dutywhich
they owe to them. For the Gentile converts who have shared
their spiritual blessings are indutybound tominister to them
in the things of this world.
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28When I have settled thismatter, and have secured for the
poor at Jerusalem the enjoyment of these benefits, I will go,
by way of you, to Spain.

29And I know that, when I come to you, it will bewith a full
measure of blessing from Christ.

30 I beg you, then, friends, by Jesus Christ, our Lord, and by
the love inspired by the Spirit, to joinme in earnest prayer to
God onmy behalf.

31Pray that Imaybe rescued fromthose in Judeawhoreject
the faith, and that the help which I am taking to Jerusalem
may prove acceptable to Christ’s people;

32 so that, God willing, I may be able to come to you with a
joyful heart, and enjoy some rest among you.

33May God, the giver of peace, be with you all. Amen.

16
1 I commend to your care our sister, Phoebe, who is a

minister of the church at Cenchreae;
2and I askyou to giveher aChristianwelcome –oneworthy

of Christ’s people – and to aid her in anymatter in which she
may need your assistance. She has proved herself a staunch
friend and protector and tomany others.

3Givemy greeting to Prisca and Aquila, my fellowworkers
in the cause of Christ Jesus,

4who risked their own lives to save mine. It is not I alone
who thank them, but all the churches among the Gentiles
thank them also.

5 Give my greeting, also, to the church that meets at their
house, as well as tomy dear friend Epaenetus, one of the first
in Roman Asia to believe in Christ;

6 to Mary, who worked hard for you;
7 to Andronicus and Junia, fellow Jews and once my fellow

prisoners, who are people of note among the apostles, and
who became Christians before I did;

8 to my dear Christian friend Ampliatus;
9 to Urban, our fellow worker in the cause of Christ, and to

my dear friend Stachys;
10 to that tried and true Christian Apelles; to the household

of Aristobulus;
11 to my countryman Herodion; to the Christians in the

household of Narcissus;
12 to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who have worked hard for

the Master; to my dear friend Persis, for she has done much
hard work for theMaster;

13 to that eminent Christian, Rufus, and to his mother, who
has been amother to me also;
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14 to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and
our friends with them;

15 also to Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and
Olympas, and to all Christ’s people who are with them.

16Greet one another with a sacred kiss. All the churches of
the Christ send you greetings.

17 I beg you, friends, to be on your guard against people
who, by disregarding the teachingwhich you received, cause
divisions and create difficulties; dissociate yourselves from
them.

18 For such persons are not serving Christ, our Master, but
are slaves to their own appetites; and, by their smoothwords
and flattery, they deceive simple-minded people.

19 Everyone has heard of your ready obedience. It is true
that I am very happy about you, but I want you to be well
versed in all that is good, and innocent of all that is bad.

20And God, the giver of peace, will before long crush Satan
under your feet.
May the blessing of Jesus, our Lord, be with you.
21Timothy, my fellow worker, sends you his greetings, and

Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, send theirs.
22 I Tertius, who am writing this letter, send you my Chris-

tian greeting.
23My host Gaius, who extends his hospitality to the whole

church, sends you his greeting; and Erastus, the city trea-
surer, and Quartus, our dear friend, add theirs.

24 *
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you, as promised

in the good news entrusted to me and in the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, in accordancewith the revelation of that hidden
purpose,which inpast ageswas kept secret but nowhasbeen
revealed

26 and, in obedience to the command of the immortal God,
made known through the writings of the prophets to all
nations, to secure submission to the faith –

27 to him, I say, thewise and only God, be ascribed, through
Jesus Christ, all glory for ever and ever. Amen.

* 16:24 Some later manuscripts add: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians

Introduction
1 To the church of God in Corinth, to those who have been

consecrated by union with Christ Jesus and called to become
his people, and also to all, wherever theymay be, who invoke
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – their Master and ours,

2 from Paul, who has been called to be an apostle of Jesus
Christ by the will of God, and from Sosthenes, our fellow
follower of the Lord.

3May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you
and give you peace.

4 I always thank God for you. I thank him for the blessing
bestowed on you in Christ Jesus.

5 For through union with him you were enriched in every
way – in your power to preach, and in your knowledge of the
truth;

6and sobecameyourselves a confirmationofmy testimony
to the Christ.

7 There is no gift in which you are deficient, while waiting
for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.

8And God himself will strengthen you to the end, so that at
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ youmay be found blameless.

9 God will not fail you, and it is he who called you into
communion with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

The State of the Church at Corinth
10But I appeal to you, my friends, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, to agree in what you profess, and not to allow
divisions to exist among you, but to be united – of one mind
and of one opinion.

11For I have been informed,my friends, by themembers of
Chloe’s household, that party feeling exists among you.

12 I mean this: that every one of you says either “I follow
Paul,” or “I Apollos,” or “I Cephas,” or “I Christ.”

13 You have torn the Christ in pieces! Was it Paul who was
crucified for you? Orwere you baptised in the name of Paul?

14 I am thankful that I did not baptise any of you except
Crispus and Gaius,

15so thatnoonecansay thatyouwerebaptised inmyname.
16 I baptisedalso thehouseholdof Stephanas. I donot know

that I baptised anyone else.
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17Mymission from Christ was not to baptise, but to tell the
good news; not, however, in the language of philosophy, in
case the cross of the Christ should be robbed of its meaning.

18 The message of the cross is indeed mere folly to those
who are on the path to ruin, but to us who are on the path
of salvation it is the power of God.

19For scripture says –
“I will bring the philosophy of the philosophers to naught,

and the shrewdness of the shrewd I will bring to noth-
ing.”

20Where is the philosopher? Where the teacher of the Law?
Where thedisputantof today? HasnotGodshowntheworld’s
philosophy to be folly?
21 For since the world, in God’s wisdom, did not by its phi-
losophy learn to know God, God saw fit, by the “folly” of our
proclamation, to save those who believe in Christ!
22 While Jews ask for miraculous signs, and Greeks study
philosophy,
23 we are proclaiming Christ crucified! – to the Jews an
obstacle, to the Gentiles mere folly,
24 but to those who have received the call, whether Jews or
Greeks, Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of God!
25ForGod’s “folly” iswiser thanpeople, andGod’s “weakness”
is stronger than people.

26Look at the facts of your call, friends. There are notmany
amongyouwhoarewise, aspeople reckonwisdom,notmany
who are influential, not many who are high-born;

27 but God chose what the world counts foolish to put its
wise to shame, and God chose what the world counts weak
to put its strong to shame,

28 and God chose what the world counts poor and insignif-
icant – things that to it are unreal – to bring its “realities” to
nothing,

29 so that in his presence no one should boast.
30But you, by your union with Christ Jesus, belong to God;

and Christ, by God’s will, became not only our wisdom, but
also our righteousness, holiness, and deliverance,

31 so that – in the words of scripture –
“Whoever boasts should boast of the Lord!”

2
1Formy own part, friends, when I came to you, it was with

no display of eloquence or philosophy that I came to tell the
hidden purpose of God;



1 Corinthians 2:2 317 1 Corinthians 3:1

2 for I had determined that, while with you, I would forget
everything except Jesus Christ – and him crucified!

3 Indeed, when I came among you, I was weak, and full of
fears, and in great anxiety.

4My message and my proclamation were not delivered in
the persuasive language of philosophy, but were accompa-
nied by themanifestation of spiritual power,

5 so that your faith should be based, not on the human
wisdom, but on the power of God.

6 Yet there is a philosophy that we teach to those whose
faith is matured, but it is not the philosophy of today, or of
the leaders of today –whose downfall is at hand.

7No, it is a divine philosophy that we teach, one concerned
with thehiddenpurposeofGod – that longhiddenphilosophy
which God, before time began, destined for our glory.

8This philosophy is clearly not known to any of the leaders
of today, since, had they known it, they would never have
crucified our glorious Lord!

9 It is what scripture speaks of as –
“What eye never saw, nor ear ever heard,
what never entered people’s minds –

all these things God has prepared for those who love
him.”

10 Yet to us God revealed it through his Spirit; for the Spirit
fathoms all things, even the inmost depths of God’s being.
11 For what person is there who knows what a person is,
except the person’s own spirit within them? So, also, no one
comprehends what God is, except the Spirit of God.
12And as for us, it is not the spirit of the world that we have
received, but the Spirit that comes from God, so that we may
realize the blessings given to us by him.
13 And we speak of these gifts, not in language taught by
human philosophy, but in language taught by the Spirit,
explaining spiritual things in spiritual words.
14 The merely intellectual person rejects the teaching of the
Spirit of God; for to them it ismere folly; they cannot grasp it,
because it is to be understood only by spiritual insight.
15But the person with spiritual insight is able to understand
everything, although they themselves are understood by no
one.
16Forwhohas so comprehended themindof theLordas to be
able to instruct him? We, however, have themind of Christ.

3
1 But I, my friends, could not speak to you as people with

spiritual insight, but only as worldly-minded – mere infants
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in the faith of Christ.
2 I fed you with milk, not with solid food, for you were not

then able to take it.
No, and even now you are not able; you are still worldly.
3While there exist among you jealousy and party feeling,

is it not true that you are worldly, and are acting merely as
other people do?

4 When one says “I follow Paul,” and another “I follow
Apollos,” aren’t you like other people?

5What, I ask, is Apollos? Orwhat is Paul? Servants through
whom you were led to accept the faith; and that only as the
Lord helped each of you.

6 I planted, andApolloswatered, but itwasGodwhocaused
the growth.

7 Therefore neither the one who plants, nor the one who
waters, counts for anything, but only God who causes the
growth.

8 In this the person who plants and the person who waters
are one; yet eachwill receive their own reward in proportion
to their own labour.

9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s harvest
field, God’s building.

10 In fulfilment of the charge which God had entrusted to
me, I laid the foundation like a skilful master; but someone
else is now building on it. Let everyone take care how they
build;

11 for no one can lay any other foundation than the one
already laid – Jesus Christ.

12Whatever is used by those who build on this foundation,
whether gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw,

13 the quality of each man’s work will become known, for
the daywillmake it plain; because that day is to beushered in
with fire, and thefire itselfwill test the quality of everyman’s
work.

14 If anyone’s work, which they have built on that founda-
tion, still remains, they will gain a reward.

15 If anyone’swork is burnt up, theywill suffer loss; though
they themselves will escape, but only as one who has passed
through fire.

16Don’t youknowthat youareGod’s Temple, and thatGod’s
Spirit has his home in you?

17 If any one destroys the Temple of God, God will destroy
them; for the Temple of God is sacred, and so also are you.

18 Let no one deceive himself. If any one among you
imagines that, as regards this world, they are wise, they
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should become a “fool,” that theymay becomewise.
19 For in God’s sight this world’s wisdom is folly. Scripture

tells of –
“Onewho catches the wise in their own craftiness,”
20And it says again –
“The Lord sees how fruitless are the deliberations of the

wise.”
21 Therefore let no one boast about people; for all things are
yours –
22whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or theworld, or life, or
death, or the present, or the future – all things are yours!
23But you are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.

4
1Let people look on us as Christ’s servants, and as stewards

of the hidden truths of God.
2Now what we look for in stewards is that they should be

trustworthy.
3 But it weighs very little with me that I am judged by you

or by any human tribunal. No, I do not even judgemyself;
4 for, though I am conscious of nothing against myself, that

does not proveme innocent. It is the Lord who is my judge.
5Therefore do not pass judgment before the time, but wait

until the Lord comes. Hewill throw light onwhat is nowdark
and obscure, and will reveal the motives in people’s minds;
and then everyone will receive due praise from God.

6All this, friends, I have, for your sakes, applied to Apollos
and myself, so that, from our example, you may learn to ob-
serve the precept – “Keep towhat iswritten,” that none of you
may speak boastfully of one teacher to the disparagement of
another.

7 For who makes any one of you superior to others? And
what have you that was not given you? But if you received it
as a gift, why do you boast as if you had not?

8Are you all so soon satisfied? Are you so soon rich? Have
you begun to reign without us? Would indeed that you had,
so that we also might reign with you!

9 For, as it seems to me, God has exhibited us, the apostles,
last of all, as people doomed to death. We are made a
spectacle to the universe, both to angels and to people!

10We, for Christ’s sake, are fools, but you, by your union
with Christ, are people of discernment. We areweak, but you
are strong. You are honoured, but we are despised.

11 To this very hour we go hungry, thirsty, and naked; we
are beaten; we are homeless;

12 we work hard, toiling with our own hands. We meet
abuse with blessings, wemeet persecution with endurance,
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13 we meet slander with gentle appeals. We have been
treated as the scum of the earth, the vilest of the vile, to this
very hour.

14 It iswith nowish to shame you that I amwriting like this;
but to warn you as my own dear children.

15 Though you may have thousands of instructors in the
faith of Christ, yet you have not many fathers. It was I
who, through unionwith Christ Jesus, became your father by
means of the good news.

16Therefore I entreat you – Followmy example.
17 This is my reason for sending Timothy to you. He is my

own dear faithful child in the Master’s service, and he will
remind you of my methods of teaching the faith of Christ
Jesus –methods which I follow everywhere in every church.

18Some, I hear, are puffed upwith pride, thinking that I am
not coming to you.

19But come to you Iwill, and that soon, if it please the Lord;
and then Iwill find out, notwhatwords these people usewho
are so puffed up, but what power they possess;

20 for the kingdom of God is based, not on words, but on
power.

21What do you wish? Am I to come to you with a rod, or in
a loving and gentle spirit?

5
1 There is a wide-spread report respecting a case of im-

morality among you, and that, too, of a kind that does not
occur even among the Gentiles – a man, I hear, is living with
his father’s wife!

2 Instead of grieving over it and taking steps for the expul-
sion of themanwhohas done this thing, is it possible that you
are still puffed up?

3 For I myself, though absent in body, have been present
with you in spirit, and in the name of our Lord Jesus I have
already passed judgment, just as if I had been present, on the
manwho has acted in this way.

4 I have decided – having been present in spirit at your
meetings, when the power of the Lord Jesus was with us –

5 to deliver such a man as this over to Satan, that what is
sensual in him may be destroyed, so that his spirit may be
saved at the day of the Lord.

6 Your boasting is unseemly. Don’t you know that even a
little yeast leavens all the dough?

7Get rid entirely of the old leaven, so that you may be like
new dough – free from leaven, as in truth you are. For our
passover lamb is already sacrificed – Christ himself;
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8 therefore let us keep our festival, not with the leaven of
former days, nor with the leaven of vice andwickedness, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I told you, in my letter, not to associate with immoral
people –

10 not, of course, meaning people of the world who are in
immoral, or who are covetous and grasping, or whoworship
idols; for then you would have to leave the world altogether.

11 But, as things are, I say that you are not to associate
with anyone who, although a follower of Christ in name,
is immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or abusive, or a
drunkard, or grasping – no, not even to sit down to eat with
such people.

12What have I to dowith judging those outside the church?
Is it not for you to judge those who are within the church,

13while God judges those who are outside? Put away the
wicked from among you.

6
1Can it be that, when one of youhas a disputewith another,

they dare to have their case tried before the heathen, instead
of before Christ’s people?

2 Don’t you know that Christ’s people will try the world?
And if the world is to be tried by you, are you unfit to try the
most trivial cases?

3Don’t you know that we are to try angels – to say nothing
of the affairs of this life?

4Why, then, if you have cases relating to the affairs of this
life, do you set to try them thosewho carrynoweightwith the
church? To your shame I ask it.

5 Can it be that there is not one among you wise enough to
decide between two of their fellow followers?

6Must a follower sue a fellow follower? In front of unbe-
lievers?

7 To begin with, it is undoubtedly a loss to you to have
lawsuits with one another. Why not rather let yourselves be
wronged? Why not rather let yourselves be cheated?

8 Instead of this, you wrong and cheat others yourselves –
yes, even other followers!

9 Don’t you know that wrongdoers will have no share in
God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived. No one who is immoral,
or an idolater, or an adulterer, or licentious, or a sexual
pervert,

10 or a thief, or covetous, or a drunkard, or abusive, or
grasping, will have any share in God’s kingdom.
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11Such some of you used to be; but youwashed yourselves
clean. You became Christ’s people! You were pronounced
righteous through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
through the Spirit of our God!

12Everything is allowable forme! Yes, but everything is not
profitable. Everything is allowable for me! Yes, but for my
part, I will not let myself be enslaved by anything.

13 Food exists for the stomach, and the stomach for food;
but God will put an end to both the one and the other. The
body, however, exists, not for immorality, but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body;

14and, asGodhas raised the Lord, so hewill raise us up also
by the exercise of his power.

15Don’t you know that your bodies are Christ’s members?
Am I, then, to take themembers that belong to the Christ and
make them themembers of a prostitute? Heaven forbid!

16Or don’t you know that a man who unites himself with
a prostitute is one with her in body (for “the two,” it is said,
“will become one”);

17while amanwho is united with the Lord is one with him
in spirit?

18 Shun all immorality. Every other sin that people commit
is something outside the body; but an immoral person sins
against their own body.

19 Again, don’t you know that your body is a shrine of the
Holy Spirit that iswithin you – the Spiritwhichyouhave from
God?

20 Moreover, you are not your own masters; you were
bought, and the price was paid. Therefore, honour God in
your bodies.

7
Answers to Questions Asked by the Church at Corinth

1With reference to the subjects about which you wrote to
me: It is good for aman to remain single.

2But, owing to the prevalence of immorality, I advise every
man to have his ownwife, and every woman her husband.

3 A husband should give his wife her due, and a wife her
husband.

4 It is not the wife, but the husband, who exercises power
over her body; and so, too, it is not the husband, but the wife,
who exercises power over his body.

5 Do not deprive each other of what is due – unless it is
only for a time and by mutual consent, so that your minds
may be free for prayer until you again live as man and wife
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– otherwise Satan might take advantage of your want of self-
control and tempt you.

6 I say this, however, as a concession, not as a command.
7 I should wish everyone to be just what I am myself. But

everyone has his own gift fromGod – one in oneway, and one
in another.

8 My advice, then, to those who are not married, and to
widows, is this: It would be good for them to remain as I am
myself.

9But, if they cannot control themselves, they shouldmarry,
for it is better to marry than to be consumedwith passion.

10 To those who are married my direction is – yet it is not
mine, but the Master’s – that a woman is not to leave her
husband

11 (If she has done so, she should remain as she is, or else
be reconciled to her husband) and also that a man is not to
divorce his wife.

12To all others I say – I, not the Master – If a follower of the
Lord ismarried to awoman,who is anunbeliever butwilling
to live with him, he should not divorce her;

13 and a woman who is married to a man, who is an
unbeliever butwilling to livewithher, shouldnot divorce her
husband.

14 For, through his wife, the husband who is an unbeliever
has become associated with Christ’s people; and the wife
who is an unbeliever has become associated with Christ’s
people through the Lord’s follower whom she has married.
Otherwise your childrenwould be “defiled,” but, as it is, they
belong to Christ’s people.

15 However, if the unbeliever wishes to be separated, let
them be so. Under such circumstances neither is bound; God
has called you to live in peace.

16How can you tell, wife, whether you may not save your
husband? And how can you tell, husband, whether you may
not save your wife?

17 In any case, a person should continue to live in the
condition which the Lord has allotted to them, and in which
they were when God called them. This is the rule that I lay
down in every church.

18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called?
Then he should not efface his circumcision. Has a man
been called when uncircumcised? Then he should not be
circumcised.

19 Circumcision is nothing; the want of it is nothing; but to
keep the commands of God is everything.
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20 Let everyone remain in that condition of life in which
they were when the call came to them.

21Were you a slave when you were called? Do not let that
trouble you. No, even if you are able to gain your freedom,
still do your best.

22 For the person who was a slave when they were called
to the master’s service is the Master’s freedman; so, too, the
person whowas free when called is Christ’s slave.

23 You were bought, and the price was paid. Do not let
yourselves become slaves to people.

24 Friends, let everyone remain in the condition in which
they were when they were called, in close communion with
God.

25With regard to unmarried women, I have no command
from the Master to give you, but I tell you my opinion, and
theMaster in his mercy has mademeworthy to be trusted.

26 I think, then, that, in view of the time of suffering that
has now come upon us, what I have already said is best – that
a man should remain as he is.

27 Are you married to a wife? Then do not seek to be
separated. Are you separated from a wife? Then do not seek
for a wife.

28 Still, if you should marry, that is not wrong; nor, if a
young woman marries, is that wrong. But those who marry
will havemuch trouble to bear, andmywish is to spare you.

29What I mean, friends, is this – the time is short. Mean-
while, let those who have wives live as if they had none,

30 those who are weeping as if not weeping, those who
are rejoicing as if not rejoicing, those who buy as if not
possessing,

31 and those who use the good things of the world as using
them sparingly; for this world as we see it is passing away.

32 I want you to be free from anxiety. The unmarried man
is anxious about theMaster’s cause, desiring to please him;

33while themarriedman is anxious aboutworldlymatters,
desiring to please his wife;

34 and so his interests are divided. Again, the unmarried
woman, whether she is old or young, is anxious about the
Master’s cause, striving to be pure both in body and in spirit,
while the married woman is anxious about worldly matters,
desiring to please her husband.

35 I say this for your own benefit, not with any intention
of putting a halter round your necks, but in order to secure
for the Master seemly and constant devotion, free from all
distraction.
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36 If, however, a father thinks that he is not acting fairly by
his unmarried daughter, when she is past her youth, and if
under these circumstances hermarriage ought to take place,
he should act as he thinks right. He is doing nothing wrong –
let the marriage take place.

37On the other hand, a father, who has definitely made up
hismind, and is under no compulsion, but is free to carry out
his ownwishes, andwhohas come to the decision, in his own
mind, to keep his unmarried daughter at home will be doing
right.

38 In short, theonewhoconsents tohis daughter’smarriage
is doing right, and yet the other will be doing better.

39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives; but,
if the husband should pass to his rest, the widow is free to
marry anyone she wishes, provided he is a believer.

40 Yet she will be happier if she remains as she is – in my
opinion, for I think that I also have the Spirit of God.

8
1With reference to food that has been offered in sacrifice

to idols –Weare aware that all of us have knowledge! Knowl-
edge breeds conceit, while love builds up character.

2 If someone thinks that they know anything, they have
not yet reached that knowledge which they ought to have
reached.

3On the other hand, if a person loves God, they are known
by God.

4With reference, then, to eating food that has been offered
to idols – we are aware that an idol is nothing in the world,
and that there is no God but one.

5 Even supposing that there are so-called “gods” either in
heaven or on earth – and there are many such “gods” and
“lords” –

6Yet for us there is only one God, the Father, fromwhomall
things come (and for himwe live), and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things come (and through himwe live).

7 Still, it is not everyone that has this knowledge. Some
people, because of their association with idols, continued
down to the present time, eat the food as food offered to an
idol; and their consciences, while still weak, are dulled.

8Whatweeat, however,will not bringusnearer toGod. We
lose nothing by not eating this food, and we gain nothing by
eating it.

9 But take care that this right of yours does not become in
any way a stumbling-block to the weak.
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10 For if someone should see you who possess this knowl-
edge, feasting in an idol’s temple, will not their conscience,
if they are weak, become so hardened that they, too, will eat
food offered to idols?

11 And so, through this knowledge of yours, the weak
person is ruined – someone for whose sake Christ died!

12 In this way, by sinning against your fellow followers of
the Lord and injuring their consciences, while still weak, you
sin against Christ.

13Therefore, if what I eat makes a follower of the Lord fall,
rather thanmake them fall, I will never eat meat again.

9
1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen

our Lord Jesus? Aren’t you yourselves my work achieved in
union with the Lord?

2 If I amnot an apostle to others, yet at least I am to you; for
you are the seal that stamps me as an apostle in union with
the Lord.

3The defence that I make to my critics is this:
4Haven’t we a right to food and drink?
5 Haven’t we a right to take a wife with us, if she is a

Christian, as the other apostles and theMaster’s brothers and
Cephas all do?

6Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to give up
working for our bread?

7Does anyone ever serve as a soldier at his own expense?
Does anyone plant a vineyard and not eat its produce? Or
does anyone look after a herd and not drink themilk?

8 Am I, in all this, speaking only from the human stand-
point? Does not the Law also say the same?

9For in the Law of Moses it is said –
“You should not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the

grain.”

Is it the bullocks that God is thinking of?
10Or is not is said entirely for our sakes? Surely itwaswritten
for our sakes, for the ploughman ought not to plough, nor the
thrasher to thrash, without expecting a share of the grain.
11 Since we, then, sowed spiritual seed for you, is it too much
that we should reap from you an earthly harvest?
12 If others share in this right over you, don’t we even more?
Still we did not avail ourselves of this right. No, we endure
anything rather than impede the progress of the good news
of the Christ.
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13Don’t you know that those who do the work of the Temple
live on what comes from the Temple, and that those who
serve at the altar share the offerings with the altar?
14 So, too, the Master has appointed that those who tell the
good news should get their living from the good news.
15 I, however, have not availedmyself of any of these rights. I
amnot saying this to secure such an arrangement formyself;
indeed, I would far rather die –Nobodywill makemy boast a
vain one!
16 If I proclaim the good news, I have nothing to boast of, for I
am compelled to do so. Woe is me if I do not share it!
17 If I do this work willingly, I have a reward; but, if unwill-
ingly, I have been charged to perform a duty.
18What ismy reward, then? To present the good news free of
all cost, and so make but a sparing use of the rights which it
gives me.

19Although Iwas entirely free, yet, towinasmany converts
as possible, I mademyself everyone’s slave.

20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win Jews. To those
who are subject to Law I became like a man subject to Law –
though Iwas notmyself subject to Law – towin thosewho are
subject to Law.

21To those who have no Law I became like a man who has
noLaw –not that I am free fromGod’s Law; no, for I amunder
Christ’s Law – to win those who have no law.

22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have
become all things to all people, so as at all costs to save some.

23And I do everything for the sake of the good news, so that
with them Imay share in its blessings.

24Don’t you know that on a racecourse, though all run, yet
only onewins the prize? Run in such away that youmaywin.

25Every athlete exercises self-restraint in everything; they,
indeed, for a crown that fades, we for one that is unfading.

26 I, therefore, do not run aimlessly. I do not box like aman
hitting the air.

27No, I bruisemy body andmake it my slave, so that I, who
have called others to the contest, will not myself be rejected.

10
1 I want you to bear in mind, friends, that all our ancestors

were beneath the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
2 that in thecloudand in thesea theyallunderwentbaptism

as followers of Moses;
3and that they all ate the same supernatural food,
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4 and all drank the same supernatural water, for they used
to drink from a supernatural rock which followed them, and
that rock was the Christ.

5 Yet with most of them God was displeased; for they were
struck down in the desert.

6Now these things happened as warnings to us, to teach us
not to long for evil things as our ancestors longed.

7Do not become idolaters, as some of them became. Scrip-
ture says –
“Thepeople satdowntoeatanddrink, andstoodup todance.”
8 Nor let us act immorally, as some of them acted, with the
result that twenty-three thousandof themfell dead ina single
day.
9 Nor let us try the patience of the Lord too far, as some
of them tried it, with the result that they were, one after
another, destroyed by snakes.
10 And do not murmur, as some of them murmured, and so
were destroyed by the angel of death.
11 These things happened to them by way of warning, and
were recorded to serve as a caution to us, in whose days the
close of the ages has come.

12Therefore let the person who thinks that they stand take
care that they do not fall.

13No temptation has come upon you that is not common to
all humanity. God will not fail you, and he will not allow you
to be tempted beyond your strength; but, when he sends the
temptation, hewill alsoprovide thewayof escape, so that you
may have strength to endure.

14Therefore, my dear friends, shun the worship of idols.
15 I speak to you as man of discernment; form your own

judgment about what I am saying.
16 In the cup of blessing which we bless, is not there a

sharing in the blood of the Christ? And in the bread which
we break, is not there a sharing in the body of the Christ?

17The bread is one, andwe, thoughmany, are one body; for
we all partake of that one bread.

18 Look at the people of Israel. Do not those who eat the
sacrifices share with the altar?

19What do Imean? That an offeringmade to an idol, or the
idol itself, is anything?

20No;what I say is that the sacrifices offeredby theGentiles
are offered to demons and to a being who is no God, and I do
not want you to share with demons.
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21You cannot drink both the cup of the Lord and the cup of
demons. You cannot partake at the table of the Lord and at
the table of demons.

22 Or are we to rouse the jealousy of the Lord? Are we
stronger than he?

23 Everything is allowable! Yes, but everything is not
profitable. Everything is allowable! Yes, but everything does
not build up character.

24 A person must not study their own interests, but the
interests of others.

25 Eat anything that is sold in the market, without making
inquiries to satisfy your scruples;

26 for the earth, with all that is in it, belongs to the Lord.
27 If an unbeliever invites you to his house and you consent

to go, eat anything that is put before you, without making
inquiries to satisfy your scruples.

28But, if anyone should say to you “This has been offered in
sacrifice to an idol,” then, for the sake of the speaker and his
scruples, do not eat it.

29 I do not say your scruples, but his. For why should
the freedom that I claim be condemned by the scruples of
another?

30 If, formy part, I take the food thankfully, why should I be
abused for eating that for which I give thanks?

31Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
everything to the honour of God.

32 Do not cause offence either to Jews or Greeks or to the
church of God;

33 for I, also, try to please everybody in everything, not
seekingmy own advantage, but do what is best for others, so
that theymay be saved.

11
1 Imitate me, as I myself imitate Christ.

2 I praise you, indeed, because younever forgetme, andare
keepingmy injunctions inmind, exactly as I laid themonyou.

3 But I am anxious that you should understand that the
Christ is the head of every man, that man is the head of
woman, and that God is the head of the Christ.

4 Any man who keeps his head covered, when praying or
preaching in public, dishonours himwho is his head;

5while any woman, who prays or preaches in public bare-
headed, dishonours him who is her head; for that is to make
herself like one of the shameless women who shave their
heads.
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6 Indeed, if a woman does not keep her head covered, she
may aswell cut her hair short. But, since to cut her hair short,
or shave it off,marks her as one of the shamelesswomen, she
should keep her head covered.

7Amanought not to havehis head covered, for hehas been
from the beginning the likeness of God and the reflection of
his glory, but woman is the reflection of man’s glory.

8 For it was not man who was taken from woman, but
womanwhowas taken fromman.

9Besides, man was not created for the sake of woman, but
woman for the sake of man.

10 And, therefore, a woman ought to wear on her head
a symbol of her subjection, because of the presence of the
angels.

11 Still, when in union with the Lord, woman is not inde-
pendent of man, or man of woman;

12 for just as woman came from man, so man comes by
means of woman; and all things come from God.

13 Judge for yourselves. Is it fitting that a woman should
pray to God in public with her head uncovered?

14Does not nature herself teach us that, while for a man to
wear his hair long is degrading to him,

15awoman’s longhair is her glory? Herhairhasbeengiven
her to serve as a covering.

16 If, however, anyone still thinks it right to contest thepoint
–well,wehavenosuchcustom,norhave the churchesofGod.

17 In giving directions on the next subject, I cannot praise
you; because yourmeetings domore harm than good.

18To beginwith, I am told thatwhen youmeet together as a
church there are divisions among you. In part I believe this,

19 indeed, there must be parties among you, so that the
people of real worth become known.

20 When you meet together, as I understand, it is not
possible to eat the Lord’s Supper;

21 for, as you eat, each of you tries to secure his own supper
first, with the result that one has too little to eat, and another
has toomuch to drink!

22Have you no houses in which you can eat and drink? Or
are you trying to show your contempt for the church of God,
and to humiliate the poor? What can I say to you? Should I
praise you? In this matter I cannot praise you.

23 For I myself received from the Lord the account which I
have in turn given to you – how the Lord Jesus, on the very
night of his betrayal, took some bread,
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24and, after saying the thanksgiving, broke it and said ‘This
ismy own body given on your behalf. Do this inmemory
ofme.’

25 And in the same way with the cup, after supper, saying
‘This cup is thenewcovenantmadebymyblood. Do this,
whenever you drink it, inmemory ofme.’

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death – until he comes.

27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread, or drinks the Lord’s
cup, in an irreverent spirit, will have to answer for anoffence
against the Lord’s body and blood.

28Let everyone look into their ownheart, and only then eat
of the bread and drink from the cup.

29 For the person who eats and drinks brings a judgment
on themselves by their eating anddrinking,when theydonot
discern the body.

30 That is why so many among you are weak and ill, and
why some are sleeping.

31 But, if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be
judged.

32 Yet, in being judged by the Lord, we are undergoing
discipline, so that we may not have judgment passed on us
with the rest of the world.

33Therefore,my friends, when youmeet together to eat the
Supper, wait for one another.

34 If anyone is hungry, they should eat at home, so that your
meetingsmay not bring a judgment on you. The other details
I will settle when I come.

12
1 In the next place, friends, I do notwant you to be ignorant

about spiritual gifts.
2You know that there was a time when you were Gentiles,

going astray after idols that could not speak, just as you
happened to be led.

3Therefore I tell you plainly that no onewho speaks under
the influence of the Spirit of God says “JESUS IS ACCURSED,”
and that no one can say “JESUS IS LORD,” except under the
influence of the Holy Spirit.

4Gifts differ, but the Spirit is the same;
5ways of serving differ, yet the Master is the same;
6 results differ, yet the Godwho brings about every result is

in every case the same.
7 To each of us there is given spiritual illumination for the

general good.
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8 To one is given the power to speak with wisdom through
theSpirit; to another thepower to speakwithknowledge, due
to the same Spirit;

9 to another faith by the same Spirit; to another power
to cure diseases by the one Spirit; to another supernatural
powers;

10 to another the gift of preaching; to another the gift of
distinguishing between true and false inspiration; to another
varieties of the gift of “tongues”; to another the power to
interpret “tongues.”

11 All these result from one and the same Spirit, who
distributes his gifts to each individually as he wills.

12 For just as the human body is one whole, and yet has
many parts, and all its parts, many though they are, form but
one body, so it is with the Christ;

13 for it was by one Spirit that we were all baptised to form
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, and were
all imbued with one Spirit.

14The human body, I repeat, consists not of one part, but of
many.

15 If the foot says “Since I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body,” it does not because of that cease to belong to the
body.

16Or if the ear says “Since I am not an eye, I do not belong
to the body,” it does not because of that cease to belong to the
body.

17 If all the bodywere an eye, wherewould the hearing be?
If it were all hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

18But in factGodhasplacedeach individualpart justwhere
he thought fit in the body.

19 If, however, they allmade up only one part, wherewould
the body be?

20But in fact, although it has many parts, there is only one
body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand “I do not need you,” nor,
again, the head to the feet “I do not need you.”

22 No! Those parts of the body that seem naturally the
weaker are indispensable;

23 and those parts which we deem less honourable we sur-
roundwith special honour; and our ungraceful parts receive
a special grace which our graceful parts do not require.

24Yes, God has so constructed the body – by giving a special
honour to the part that lacks it –

25As to secure that there should be no disunion in the body,
but that the parts should show the same care for one another.
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26 If one part suffers, all the others suffer with it, and if one
part has honour done to it, all the others share its joy.

27Together you are the body of Christ, and individually its
parts.

28 In the churchGodhas appointed, first, apostles, secondly
preachers, thirdly teachers; then he has given supernatural
powers, then power to cure diseases, aptness for helping
others, capacity to govern, varieties of the gift of “tongues.”

29 Can everyone be an apostle? Can everyone be a
preacher? Can everyone be a teacher? Can everyone have
supernatural powers?

30 Can everyone have power to cure diseases? Can every-
one speak in “tongues”? Can everyone interpret them?

31 Strive for the greater gifts.

Yet I can still show you a way beyond all comparison the
best.

13
1 Though I speak in the “tongues” of people, or even of

angels, yet have not love, I have becomemere echoing brass,
or a clanging cymbal!

2 Even though I have the gift of preaching, and fathom all
hidden truths and all the depths of knowledge; even though I
have such faith as might movemountains, yet have not love,
I am nothing!

3Even though Idolemysubstance to thepoor, even though I
sacrificemybody in order to boast, yet have not love, it avails
me nothing!

4 Love is long-suffering, and kind; love is never envious,
never boastful, never conceited, never behaves unbecom-
ingly;

5 love is never self-seeking, never provoked, never reckons
up her wrongs;

6 love never rejoices at evil, but rejoices in the triumph of
truth;

7 love bearswith all things, ever trustful, ever hopeful, ever
patient.

8 Love never fails. But, whether it be the gift of preaching,
it will end; whether it be the gift of “tongues,” it will cease;
whether it be knowledge, it, too, will vanish.

9 For our knowledge is incomplete, and our preaching is
incomplete,

10but, when the perfect has come, thatwhich is incomplete
will end.
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11When I was a child, I talked as a child, I felt as a child, I
reasoned as a child; now that I am a man, I have done with
childish ways.

12As yet we see, in a mirror, dimly, but then – face to face!
As yet my knowledge is incomplete, but then I will know in
full, as I have been fully known.

13Meanwhile faith, hope, and loveendure – these three, but
the greatest of these is love.

14
1 Seek this love earnestly, and strive for spiritual gifts,

above all for the gift of preaching.
2Thepersonwho,when speaking, uses the gift of “tongues”

is speaking, not to people, but to God, for no one understands
them; yet in spirit they are speaking of hidden truths.

3 But those who preach are speaking to their fellow men
and women words that will build up faith, and give them
comfort and encouragement.

4Thosewho,whenspeaking, use thegift of “tongues”builds
up their own faith, while thosewho preach build up the faith
of the church.

5Now Iwant you all to speak in “tongues,” butmuchmore I
wish that you should preach. A preacher is worth more than
one who speaks in “tongues,” unless they interprets their
words, so that the faith of the churchmay be built up.

6This being so, friends, what goodwill I do you, if I come to
you and speak in “tongues,” unless my words convey some
revelation, or knowledge, or take the form of preaching or
teaching?

7 Even with inanimate things, such as a flute or a harp,
though they produce sounds, yet unless the notes are quite
distinct, how can the tune played on the flute or the harp be
recognised?

8 If the bugle sounds a doubtful call, who will prepare for
battle?

9 And so with you; unless, in using the gift of “tongues,”
you utter intelligible words, how canwhat you say be under-
stood? Youwill be speaking to the winds!

10 There are, for instance, a certain number of different
languages in the world, and not one of them fails to convey
meaning.

11 If, however, I do not happen to know the language, I
will be a foreigner to those who speak it, and they will be
foreigners to me.
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12And sowith you; since you are striving for spiritual gifts,
be eager to excel in such as will build up the faith of the
church.

13 Therefore anyone who, when speaking, uses the gift of
“tongues” should pray for ability to interpret them.

14 If, when praying, I use the gift of “tongues,” my spirit
indeed prays, but mymind is a blank.

15What, then, is my conclusion? Simply this – I will pray
with my spirit, but with mymind as well; I will sing with my
spirit, but withmymind as well.

16 If you bless God with your spirit only, how can people
in the congregation who are without your gift say “Amen” to
your thanksgiving? They do not knowwhat you are saying!

17Your thanksgiving may be excellent, but the other is not
helped by it.

18 Thank God, I use the gift of “tongues” more than any of
you.

19But at a meeting of the church I would rather speak five
words withmymind, and so teach others, than ten thousand
words when using the gift of “tongues.”

20My friends, do not show yourselves children in under-
standing. In wickedness be infants, but in understanding
show yourselves adults.

21 It is said in the Law –
“In strange tongues and by the lips of strangers will I speak

to this people, but even then they will not listen to me,
says the Lord.”

22 Therefore the gift of the “tongues” is intended as a sign,
not for those who believe in Christ, but for those who do not,
while the gift of preaching is intended as a sign, not for those
who do not believe in Christ, but for those who do.
23So, when the whole churchmeets, if all present use the gift
of “tongues,” and some people who are without the gift, or
who are unbelievers, come in, will not they say that you are
mad?
24While, if all those present use the gift of preaching, and an
unbeliever, or someone without the gift, comes in, they are
convinced of their sinfulness by them all, they are called to
account by them all;
25 the secrets of their heart are revealed, and then, throwing
themselves on their face, they will worship God, and declare
“God is indeed among you!”

26What do I suggest, then, friends? Whenever youmeet for
worship, each of you comes, either with a hymn, or a lesson,
or a revelation, or the gift of “tongues,” or the interpretation
of them; let everything be directed to the building up of faith.
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27 If any of you use the gift of “tongues,” notmore than two,
or at the most three, should do so – each speaking in his turn
– and someone should interpret them.

28 If there is no one able to interpret what is said, they
should remain silent at themeeting of the church, and speak
to themselves and to God.

29 Of preachers two or three should speak, and the rest
should weigh well what is said.

30 But, if some revelation is made to another person as he
sits there, the first speaker should stop.

31For you can all preach in turn, so that all may learn some
lesson and all receive encouragement.

32 (The spirit thatmoves thepreachers iswithin thepreach-
ers’ control;

33 for God is not a God of disorder, but of peace.) This
custom prevails in all the churches of Christ’s people.

34 At the meetings of the church married women should
remainsilent, for theyarenotallowed to speak inpublic; they
should take a subordinate place, as the Law itself directs.

35 If they want information on any point, they should ask
their husbands about it at home; for it is unbecoming for a
married woman to speak at a meeting of the church.

36 What! Did God’s message to the world originate with
you? Or did it find its way to none but you?

37 If anyone thinks that he has the gift of preaching or any
other spiritual gift, he should recognise that what I am now
saying to you is a command from the Lord.

38Anyone who ignores it may be ignored.
39 Therefore, my friends, strive for the gift of preaching,

and yet do not forbid speaking in “tongues.”
40Let everything be done in a proper and orderly manner.

15
The Apostle’s Teaching as to the Resurrection of the Dead

1Next, friends, I would like to remind you of the good news
which I told you, and which you received – the good news on
which you have taken your stand,

2 and by means of which you are being saved. I would like
to remindyouof thewords that I used in telling it to you, since
you are still holding fast to it, and since it was not in vain that
you became believers in Christ.

3 For at the very beginning of my teaching I gave you the
accountwhich I hadmyself received – that Christ died for our
sins (as the scriptures had foretold),
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4 that hewas buried, that on the third day hewas raised (as
the scriptures had foretold),

5and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.
6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of his

followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have gone to their rest.

7 After that, he appeared to James, and then to all the
apostles.

8Last of all, he appeared even to me, who am, as it were, a
miscarried baby – born untimely.

9For I amthe least of theapostles, Iwhoamunworthyof the
name of “apostle,” because I persecuted the church of God.

10But it is through the love of God that I amwhat I am, and
the love that he showed me has not been wasted. No, I have
toiled harder than any of them, and yet it was not I, but the
love of God working withme.

11Whether, then, it was I or whether it was they, this we
proclaim, and this you believed.

12Now, if it is proclaimed of Christ that he has been raised
from the dead, how is it that some of you say that there is no
such thing as a resurrection of the dead?

13But, if there is no such thing as a resurrection of the dead,
then even Christ has not been raised;

14and, if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation
is without meaning, and our faith without meaning also!

15 Yes, and we are being proved to have borne false testi-
mony about God; for we testified of God that he raised the
Christ, whomhe did not raise, if, indeed, the dead do not rise!

16 For, if the dead do not rise, then even Christ himself has
not been raised,

17and, if Christ hasnot been raised, your faith is folly –your
sins are on you still!

18Yes, and they,whohave passed to their rest in unionwith
Christ, perished!

19 If all that we have done has been to place our hope in
Christ for this life, then we of all people are the most to be
pitied.

20 But, in truth, Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first-fruits of those who are at rest.

21 For, since through a man there is death, so, too, through
aman there is a resurrection of the dead.

22For, as throughunionwithAdamalldie, so throughunion
with the Christ will all be made to live.

23 But each in their proper order – Christ the first-fruits;
afterwards, at his coming, those who belong to the Christ.
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24 Then will come the end – when he surrenders the king-
dom to his God and Father, having overthrown all other rule
and all other authority and power.

25 For he must reign until God “has put all his enemies
under his feet.”

26The last enemy to be overthrown is death;
27 for God has placed all things under Christ’s feet. (But,

when it is said that all things have been placed under Christ,
it is plain that God is excepted who placed everything under
him.)

28 And, when everything has been placed under him, the
Son will place himself under God who placed everything
under him, so that Godmay be all in all!

29Again, what goodwill they be doingwho are baptised on
behalf of the dead? If it is true that the dead do not rise, why
are people baptised on their behalf?

30Why, too, do we risk our lives every hour?
31Daily I face death – I swear it, friends, by the pride in you

that I feel throughmy union with Christ Jesus, our Lord.
32 If with only human hopes I had fought in the arena at

Ephesus, what should I have gained by it? If the dead do not
rise, then let us eat and drink, for tomorrowwewill die!

33Do not be deceived.
“Good character is marred by evil company.”
34Wakeup toarighteous life, andcease to sin. Thereare some
who have no true knowledge of God. I speak in this way to
shame you.

35Someone, however, may ask “How do the dead rise? And
in what body will they come?”

36 You foolish person! The seed you yourself sow does not
come to life, unless it dies!

37Andwhenyou sow, you sownot the body thatwill be, but
a mere grain – perhaps of wheat, or something else.

38 God gives it the body that he pleases – to each seed its
special body.

39All forms of life are not the same; there is one for people,
another for beasts, another for birds, and another for fish.

40 There are heavenly bodies, and earthly bodies; but the
beauty of the heavenly bodies is not the beauty of the earthly.

41 There is a beauty of the sun, and a beauty of the moon,
and a beauty of the stars; for even star differs from star in
beauty.

42 It is the same with the resurrection of the dead. Sown
a mortal body, it rises immortal; sown disfigured, it rises
beautiful;



1 Corinthians 15:43 339 1 Corinthians 16:1

43 sownweak, it rises strong; sown a human body, it rises a
spiritual body.

44 As surely as there is a human body, there is also a
spiritual body.

45That iswhat ismeantby thewords – “Adam, thefirstman,
became a human being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit.

46 That which comes first is not the spiritual, but the hu-
man; afterwards comes the spiritual;

47 the first man was from the dust of the earth; the second
man from heaven.

48 Those who are of the dust are like him who came from
the dust; and thosewho are of heaven are like himwho came
from heaven.

49Andaswehaveborne the likeness of himwhocame from
the dust, so let us bear the likeness of him who came from
heaven.

50 This I say, friends – Flesh and blood can have no share
in the kingdom of God, nor can the perishable share the
imperishable.

51 Listen, I will tell you God’s hidden purpose! We will not
all have passed to our rest, butwewill all be transformed – in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,

52 at the last trumpet-call; for the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will rise immortal, and we, also, will be trans-
formed.

53 For this perishable body of ours must put on an imper-
ishable form, and this dying body a deathless form.

54And, when this dying body has put on its deathless form,
then indeed will the words of scripture come true –
55 “death has been swallowed up in victory! Where, Death, is

your victory? Where, death, is your sting?”
56 It is sin that gives death its sting, and it is the Law that gives
sin its power.
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
58 Therefore, my dear friends, stand firm, unshaken, always
diligent in the Lord’s work, for you know that, in union with
him, your toil is not in vain.

16
Conclusion

1With reference to the collection for Christ’s people, I want
you to follow the instructions that I gave to the churches in
Galatia.
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2On the first day of every week each of you should put by
what he can afford, so that no collections need bemade after
I have come.

3 On my arrival, I will send any persons, whom you may
authorise by letter, to carry your gift to Jerusalem;

4and, if it appears to be worth while for me to go also, they
will go withme.

5 I will come to you as soon as I have been throughMacedo-
nia – for I am going throughMacedonia –

6And I will probablymake some stay with you or, perhaps,
remain for thewinter, so that youmayyourselves sendmeon
myway, wherever I may be going.

7 I do not propose to pay you a visit in passing now, for I
hope to stay with you for some time, if the Lord permits.

8 I intend, however, staying at Ephesus until the Festival at
the close of the Harvest;

9 for a great opening for active work has presented itself,
and there are many opponents.

10 If Timothy comes, take care that he has no cause for
feeling anxiouswhile he is with you. He is doing theMaster’s
work no less than I am.

11 No one, therefore, should slight him. See him safely
on his way to me, for I am expecting him with some of our
friends.

12As for our friend Apollos, I have often urged him to go to
you with the others. He has, however, been very unwilling
to do so as yet; but he will go as soon as he finds a good
opportunity.

13Bewatchful; standfirm inyour faith; bebrave; be strong.
14Let everything you do be done in a loving spirit.
15 I have another request to make of you, friends. You

remember Stephanas and his household, and that they were
thefirst-fruits gathered in fromGreece, and set themselves to
serve Christ’s people.

16 I want you, on your part, to show deference to such
people as these, as well as to every fellow labourer and
earnest worker.

17 I am glad Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus have
come, for they havemade up for your absence;

18 theyhave cheeredmyheart, andyourhearts also. Recog-
nise the worth of such people as these.

19 The churches in Roman Asia send you their greetings.
Aquila and Prisca and the church that meets at their house
send youmany Christian greetings.
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20All of the Lord’s followers send you greetings. Greet one
another with a sacred kiss.

21 I, Paul, add this greeting inmy own handwriting.
22Accursed be anyone who has no love for the Lord. THE

LORD IS COMING.
23May the blessing of the Lord Jesus be with you.
24My love to all of you who are in union with Christ Jesus.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians

Introduction
1To the church of God in Corinth, and to all Christ’s people

throughout Greece, from Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, by
the will of God, and from Timothy, who is also a follower.

2May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you
and give you peace.

3Blessed is the God and Father of Jesus Christ our Lord, the
all-merciful Father, the God ever ready to console,

4who consoles us in all our troubles, so thatwemaybe able
to console those who are in any trouble with the consolation
that we ourselves receive from him.

5 It is true that we have our full share of the sufferings of
the Christ, but through the Christ we have also our full share
of consolation.

6 If we meet with trouble, it is for the sake of your con-
solation and salvation; and, if we find consolation, it is for
the sake of the consolation that you will experience when
you are called to endure the sufferings that we ourselves are
enduring;

7 and our hope for you remains unshaken. We know that,
as you are sharing our sufferings, you will also share our
consolation.

8 We want you, friends, to know that, in the troubles
which befell us in RomanAsia, wewere burdened altogether
beyond our strength, so much so that we even despaired of
life.

9 Indeed, we had the presentiment thatwemust die, so that
we might rely, not on ourselves, but on God who raises the
dead.

10 And from so imminent a death God delivered us, and
will deliver us again; for in himwe have placed our hopes of
future deliverance, while you, also, help us by your prayers.

11And thenmany lipswill give thanks on our behalf for the
blessing granted us in answer to many prayers.

The Apostle’s Relations with his Converts
12 Indeed, our main ground for satisfaction is this – Our

conscience tells us that our conduct in the world, and still
more in our relations with you, was marked by a purity of
motive and a sincerity that were inspired by God, and was
based, not on worldly policy, but on the help of God.
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13Weneverwrite anything to you other thanwhat youwill
acknowledge to the very end –

14 And, indeed, you have already partly acknowledged it
about us – that you have a right to be proud of us, as we will
be proud of you, on the day of our Lord Jesus.

15With this conviction inmymind, I planned to come to see
you first, so that your pleasuremight be doubled –

16 To visit you both on my way to Macedonia, and to come
to you again on my return from Macedonia, and then to get
you to sendme onmyway into Judea.

17As this was my plan, where, pray, did I show any fickle-
ness of purpose? Or do you think that my plans are formed
on mere impulse, so that in the same breath I say “Yes” and
“No”?

18As God is true, themessage that we brought you does not
waver between “Yes” and “No”!

19 The Son of God, Christ Jesus, whom we – Silas, Timothy,
and I –proclaimed among you, neverwavered between “Yes”
and “No.” With him it has always been “Yes.”

20 For, many as were the promises of God, in Christ is the
“Yes” that fulfils them. Therefore, through Christ again, let
the “Amen” rise, through us, to the glory of God.

21Godwhobringsus,withyou, into closeunionwithChrist,
and who consecrated us,

22also set his seal on us, and gave us his Spirit in our hearts
as a pledge of future blessings.

23But, asmy lifewill answer for it, I call God towitness that
it was to spare you that I deferredmy visit to Corinth.

24 I do not mean that we are to dictate to you with regard
to your faith; on the contrary, we work with you for your
true happiness; indeed, it is through your faith that you are
standing firm.

2
1Formyown sake, aswell, I decided not to pay you another

painful visit.
2 If it is Iwho cause youpain,why,who is there to cheerme,

except the person whom I am paining?
3 So I wrote as I did because I was afraid that if I had come,

I should have been pained by those who ought to have made
me glad; for I felt sure that it was true of you all that my joy
was in every case yours also.

4 I wrote to you in sore trouble and distress of heart and
with many tears, not to give you pain, but to let you see how
intense a love I have for you.
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5Nowwhoeverhas caused thepainhasnot somuchpained
me, as he has, to some extent – not to be too severe – pained
every one of you.

6 The man to whom I refer has been sufficiently punished
by the penalty inflicted by themajority of you;

7so thatnowyoumust take theopposite course, and forgive
and encourage him, or else he may be overwhelmed by the
intensity of his pain.

8 So I entreat you to assure him of your love.
9 I had this further object, also, in what I wrote – to find out

whether youmight be relied on to be obedient in everything.
10 Anyone you forgive, I forgive them, too. Indeed, for

my part, whatever I have forgiven (if I have had to forgive
anything), I have forgiven for your sakes, in the presence of
Christ,

11 so as to prevent Satan from taking advantage of us; for
we are not ignorant of his devices.

12When I went to the district round Troas to tell the good
news of the Christ, even though there was an opening for
serving theMaster,

13 I could get no peace ofmind because I failed to find Titus,
my friend; so I took leave of the people there, and went on to
Macedonia.

14 All thanks to God, who, through our union with the
Christ, leads us in one continual triumph, and uses us to
spread the sweet perfume of the knowledge of him in every
place.

15 For we are the fragrance of Christ ascending to God –
bothamong thosewhoare in thepathof salvationandamong
those who are in the path to ruin.

16To the latterwe are a stenchwhich arises fromdeath and
tells of death; to the former a fragrancewhich arises from life
and tells of life. But who is equal to such a task?

17 Unlike many people, we are not in the habit of making
profit out of God’s message; but in all sincerity, and bearing
God’s commission, we speak before him in unionwith Christ.

3
1Arewebeginning to commendourselvesagain? Orarewe

like some who need letters of commendation to you, or from
you?

2 You yourselves are our letter – a letter written on our
hearts, and one which everybody can read and understand.
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3All cansee thatyouarea letter fromChristdeliveredbyus,
a letter written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.

TheMinistry of the Apostles
4This, then, is the confidence in regard to God thatwe have

gained through the Christ.
5 I do not mean that we are fit to form any judgment by

ourselves, as if on our own authority;
6our fitness comes fromGod, who himselfmade us fit to be

assistants of a new covenant, of which the substance is, not a
written Law, but a Spirit. For the written Law means death,
but the Spirit gives life.

7 If the system of religion which involved death, embodied
in a written Law and engraved on stones, began amid such
glory, that the Israelites were unable to gaze at the face of
Moses because of its glory, though it was but a passing glory,

8 will not the religion that confers the Spirit have still
greater glory?

9 For, if there was a glory in the religion that involved
condemnation, far greater is the glory of the religion that
confers righteousness!

10 Indeed, that which then had glory has lost its glory,
because of the glory which surpasses it.

11 And, if that which was to pass away was attended with
glory, far more will that which is to endure be surrounded
with glory!

12With such a hope as this, we speak with all plainness;
13unlikeMoses,whocoveredhis facewithaveil, to prevent

the Israelites from gazing at the disappearance of what was
passing away.

14 But their minds were slow to learn. Indeed, to this very
day, at the public reading of the old covenant, the same veil
remains; only for those who are in union with Christ does it
pass away.

15But, even to this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies
on their hearts.

16 Yet, whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed.

17 And the Lord is the Spirit, and, where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom.

18 And all of us, with faces from which the veil is lifted,
seeing, as if reflected in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into his likeness, from glory to glory, as it
is given by the Lord, the Spirit.
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4
1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged

in this ministry, we do not lose heart.
2No, we have renounced the secrecy prompted by shame,

refusing to adopt crafty ways, or to tamper with God’s mes-
sage, and commending ourselves to everyone’s conscience,
in the sight of God, by our exhibition of the truth.

3 And, even if the good news that we bring is veiled, it is
veiled only in the case of those who are on the path to ruin
–

4people whoseminds have been blinded by the God of this
age, unbelievers as they are, so that the light from the good
news of the glory of the Christ, who is the incarnation of God,
should not shine for them.

5 (For it is not ourselves that we proclaim, but Christ Jesus,
as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.)

6 Indeed, the sameGodwho said “Out of darkness light will
shine,” has shone in on our hearts, so that we should bring
out into the light the knowledge of the glory of God, seen in
the face of Christ.

7This treasure we have in these earthen vessels, so that its
all-prevailing power may be seen to come from God, and not
to be our own.

8 Though hard pressed on every side, we are never
hemmed in; though perplexed, never driven to despair;

9 though pursued, never abandoned; though struck down,
never killed!

10Wealwaysbear onourbodies themarks of thedeath that
Jesusdied, so that the life alsoof Jesusmaybeexhibited inour
bodies.

11 Indeed,wewho still live are continually being givenover
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life also of Jesus may be
exhibited in ourmortal nature.

12 And so, while death is at work within us, life is at work
within you.

13 But, in the same spirit of faith as that expressed in the
words – “I believed, and therefore I spoke,” we, also believe,
and therefore speak.

14 For we know that he who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with him, and will bring us, with you, into his
presence.

15 For all this is for your sakes, so that the loving kindness
of God, spreading from heart to heart, may cause yet more
hearts to overflowwith thanksgiving, to his glory.

16Therefore, as I said,wedonot loseheart. No, even though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
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renewed day by day.
17The light burden of ourmomentary trouble is preparing

for us a weight of imperishable glory, beyond all measure.
18We, all the while, gaze not on what is seen, but on what

is unseen. For what is seen is transient, but what is unseen is
imperishable.

5
1 For we know that if our tent – that earthly body which

is now our home – is taken down, we have a house of
God’s building, a home not made by hands, imperishable, in
heaven.

2 Even while in our present body we sigh, longing to put
over it our heavenly house,

3 sure that, whenwe have put it on, wewill never be found
naked.

4 For we who are in this tent sigh under our burden,
unwilling to take it off, yet wishing to put our heavenly body
over it, so that all that is mortal may be absorbed in life.

5And he who has prepared us for this change is God, who
has also given us his Spirit as a pledge.

6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, while
our home is in the body, we are absent from our home with
the Lord.

7For we guide our lives by faith, and not by what we see.
8And in this confidencewewould gladly leave our home in

the body, andmake our homewith the Lord.
9Therefore,whether inourhomeorabsent fromourhome,

our one ambition is to please him.
10 For at the court of the Christ we must all appear in our

true characters, so that each may reap the results of the life
whichhehas lived in the body, in accordancewithhis actions
–whether good or worthless.

11 Therefore, because we know the fear inspired by the
Lord, it is true that we are trying to win people over, but
our motives are plain to God; and I hope that in your inmost
hearts they are plain to you also.

12 We are not ‘commending ourselves’ again to you, but
rather are giving you cause for pride in us, so that you may
have an answer ready for those who pride themselves on
appearances and not on character.

13For, if wewere ‘beside ourselves,’ it was in God’s service!
If we are not in our senses, it is in yours!

14 It is the love of the Christ which compels us, when we
reflect that, as one died for all, therefore all died;
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15and that hedied for all, so that the living shouldno longer
live for themselves, but for himwho died and rose for them.

16For ourselves, then, from this time forward, we refuse to
regard anyone from the world’s standpoint. Even if we once
thought of Christ from the standpoint of the world, yet now
we do so no longer.

17 Therefore, if anyone is in union with Christ, he is a new
being! His old life has passed away; a new life has begun!

18But all this is the work of God, who reconciled us to him-
self throughChrist, and gaveus theministry of reconciliation
–

19 To proclaim that God, in Christ, was reconciling the
world to himself, not reckoning people’s offences against
them, and that he had entrusted us with the message of this
reconciliation.

20 It is, then, on Christ’s behalf that we are acting as am-
bassadors, God, as it were, appealing to you through us. We
implore you on Christ’s behalf – Be reconciled to God.

21 For our sake God made Christ, who was innocent of sin,
onewith our sinfulness, so that in himwemight bemade one
with the righteousness of God.

6
1Therefore, as God’s fellowworkers, we also appeal to you

not to receive his loving kindness in vain.
2For he says –

“At the time for acceptance I listened to you,
and on the day of deliverance I helped you.”
Now is the time for acceptance! Now is the day of deliver-
ance!
3Never doweput anobstacle in anyone’sway, so that no fault
may be foundwith ourministry.
4No, we are trying to commend ourselves under all circum-
stances, as God’s assistants should – in many an hour of
endurance, in troubles, in hardships, in difficulties,
5 in floggings, in imprisonments, in riots, in toils, in sleepless
nights, in hunger;
6 by purity, by knowledge, by patience, by kindliness, by
holiness of spirit, by unfeigned love;
7 by the message of truth, and by the power of God; by the
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left;
8 amid honour and disrepute, amid slander and praise; re-
garded as deceivers, yet proved to be true;
9as unknown, yet well-known; as at death’s door, yet, see, we
are living; as chastised, yet not killed;
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10 as saddened, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet enriching
many; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things!

The Apostle and his Converts
11 We have been speaking freely to you, dear friends in

Corinth; we have opened our heart;
12 there is room there for you, yet there is not room, in your

love, for us.
13 Can you not in return – I appeal to you as I should to

children – open your hearts to us?
14Do not enter into inconsistent relations with those who

reject the faith. For what partnership can there be between
righteousness and lawlessness? Or what has light to do with
darkness?

15What harmony can there be between Christ and Belial?
Orwhat can thosewho accept the faith have in commonwith
those who reject it?

16What agreement can there be between a temple of God
and idols? Andweare a temple of the livingGod. That iswhat
Godmeant when he said –
“I will live among them, and walk among them;

and I will be their God, and they will be my people.
17Therefore ‘Comeout fromamong thenations, and separate

yourselves from them,’ says the Lord,
‘And touch nothing impure;

and I will welcome you;
18 and I will be a father to you, and you will be my sons and

daughters,’
says the Lord, the Ruler of all.”

7
1With these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves

from everything that pollutes either body or spirit, and, in
deepest respect for God, aim at perfect holiness.

2Make room for us in your hearts. In no instance have we
ever wronged, or harmed, or taken advantage of, anyone.

3 I am not saying this to condemn you. Indeed, I have
already said that you are in ourheart, to live anddie together.

4 I have the utmost confidence in you; I amalways boasting
about you. I am full of encouragement and, in spite of all our
troubles, my heart is overflowing with happiness.

5 Ever since we reached Macedonia, we have had no rest
in body or mind; on every side there have been troubles –
conflicts without, anxieties within.

6 But God, who encourages the downcast, has encouraged
us by the arrival of Titus.
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7 And it is not only by his arrival that we are encouraged,
but also by the encouragement which he received from you;
for he tells us of your strong affection, your penitence, and
your zeal onmy behalf – so that I am happier still.

8 For, though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not
regret it. Even if I were inclined to regret it – for I see that
my letter did cause you sorrow though only for a time –

9 I am glad now; not because of the sorrow it caused you,
but because your sorrow brought you to repentance. For it
was God’s will that you should feel sorrow, in order that you
should not suffer loss in any way at our hands.

10 For, when sorrow is in accordance with God’s will, it
results in a repentance leading to salvation, and which will
never be regretted. The sure result of the sorrow that the
world knows is death.

11 For see what results that other sorrow – sorrow in
accordance with God’s will – has had in your case. What
earnestness it produced! What explanations! What strong
feeling! What alarm! What longing! What eagerness! What
readiness to punish! You have proved yourselves altogether
free from guilt in that matter.

12 So, then, even though I did write to you, it was not for
the sake of the wrongdoer, or of the man who was wronged,
but to make you conscious, in the sight of God, of your own
earnest care for us. And it is this that has encouraged us.

13 In addition to the encouragement that this gave us, we
were made far happier still by the happiness of Titus for his
heart has been cheered by you all.

14Although I have been boasting a little to him about you,
you did not put me to shame; but, just as every thing we had
said to you was true, so our boasting to Titus about you has
also proved to be the truth.

15And his affection for you is all the greater, as he remem-
bers the deference that you all showed him, and recalls how
you received himwith anxious care.

16 I am glad that I can feel perfect confidence in you.

8
The Palestine Famine Fund

1We want to remind you, friends, of the love that God has
shown to the churches in Macedonia –

2 How, tired though they were by many a trouble, their
overflowing happiness, and even their deep poverty, re-
sulted in a flood of generosity.

3 I can bear witness that to the full extent of their power,
and even beyond their power, spontaneously,
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4 and with many an appeal to us for permission, they
showed their love, and contributed their share towards the
fund for their fellow Christians.

5 And that, not only in the way we had expected; but
first they gave themselves to the Lord, and to us also, in
accordance with God’s will.

6And this led us to beg Titus, that since he had started the
work for you, he should also see to the completion of this
expression of your love.

7And, remembering how you excel in everything – in faith,
in teaching, in knowledge, in unfailing earnestness, and in
the affection that we have awakened in you – I ask you to
excel also in this expression of your love.

8 I am not laying a command on you, but I am making use
of the earnestness shown by others to test the genuineness of
your affection.

9For youdonot forget the lovingkindness of ourLord Jesus
Christ – how that for your sakes, although he was rich, he
became poor, so that you alsomight become rich through his
poverty.

10 I am only making suggestions on this matter; for this is
the best course for you, since you were a year before others,
not only in taking action, but also in showing your readiness
to do so.

11 And now I want you to complete the work, so that its
completion may correspond with your willing readiness – in
proportion, of course, to yourmeans.

12For,where there iswillingness, aperson’s gift is valuedby
its comparison with what they have, and not with what they
do not have.

13 For our object is not to give relief to others and bring
distress on you. It is a matter of a fair balance.

14 On this occasion what you can spare will supply what
they need, at another time what they can spare may supply
your need, and so things will be equal.

15As scripture says –
“Those who had much had nothing over, and those who had

little did not lack!”
16 I thank God for inspiring Titus with the same keen interest
in your welfare that I have;
17 for Titus has responded to my appeals and, in his great
earnestness, is starting to go to you of his own accord.
18Weare sendingwith himone of the Lord’s followerswhose
fame in the service of the good news has spread through all
the churches;
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19andnotonly that, buthehasbeenelectedby thechurches to
accompany us on our journey, in connexionwith this expres-
sion of your love, which we are personally administering to
the honour of the Lord, and to show our deep interest.
20 What we are specially guarding against is that any fault
should be found with us in regard to our administration of
this charitable fund;
21 forweare trying tomakearrangementswhichwill be right,
not only in the eyes of the Lord, but also in the eyes of people.
22 We are also sending with them another of our friends,
whose earnestness we have many a time proved in many
ways, andwhomwenowfindmade evenmore earnest byhis
great confidence in you.
23 If I must say anything about Titus, he is my intimate com-
panion, and he shares my work for you; if it is our friends,
they are delegates of the churches, an honour to Christ.
24 Show them, therefore – so that the churches may see it –
the proof of your affection, and the ground for our boasting
to them about you.

9
1With reference, indeed, to the fund for your fellow Chris-

tians, it is quite superfluous for me to say anything to you.
2 I know, of course, your willingness to help, and I am

always boasting of it to theMacedonians. I tell them that you
in Greece have been ready for a year past; and it was really
your zeal that stimulatedmost of them.

3 So my reason for sending our friends is to prevent what
we said about you from proving, in this particular matter, an
empty boast, and to enable you to be as well prepared as I
have been saying that you are.

4Otherwise, if anyMacedonianswere tocomewithme, and
find you unprepared, we – to say nothing of you – should feel
ashamed of our present confidence.

5 Therefore I think it necessary to beg the friends to go to
you in advance, and to complete the arrangements for the
gift, which you have already promised, so that it may be
ready, as a gift, before I come, and not look as if it were being
given under pressure.

6 Remember the saying – “Scanty sowing, scanty harvest;
plentiful sowing, plentiful harvest.”

7Let everyone give as he has determined before hand, not
grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful
giver.
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8 God has power to shower all kinds of blessings on you,
so that, having, under all circumstances and on all occasions,
all that you can need, you may be able to shower all kinds of
benefits on others.

9 (As scripture says –
“He shared freely, he gave to the poor; his righteousness

continues for ever.”
10 And he who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for
eating,will supplyyouwith seed, andcause it to increase, and
will multiply the fruits of your righteousness).
11 Rich in all things yourselves, you will be able to show
liberality to all, which, with our help, will cause thanksgiving
to be offered to God.
12 For the rendering of a public service such as this, not only
relieves the needs of your fellow Christians, but also results
in the offering to God of many a thanksgiving.
13 Through the evidence afforded by the service rendered,
you cause people to praise God for your fidelity to your
profession of faith in the good news of the Christ, as well as
for the liberality of your contributions for them and for all
others.
14 And they also, in their prayers for you, express their
longing to see you, because of the surpassing love of God
displayed toward you.
15All thanks to God for his inestimable gift!

10
The Apostle’s Claims and Authority

1Now, I, Paul, make a personal appeal to you by the meek-
ness and gentleness of the Christ – I who, ‘in your presence,
amhumble inmybearing towards you, but, whenabsent, am
bold inmy language to you’ –

2 I implore younot to driveme to ‘showmyboldness,’when
I do come, by the confident tone which I expect to have to
adopt towards some of you, who are expecting to find us
influenced in our conduct by earthly motives.

3 For, though we live an earthly life, we do not wage an
earthly war.

4 The weapons for our warfare are not earthly, but, under
God, are powerful enough to pull down strongholds.

5Weareengaged in confutingarguments andpullingdown
every barrier raised against the knowledge of God. We are
taking captive every hostile thought, to bring it into submis-
sion to the Christ,

6 and are fully prepared to punish every act of rebellion,
when once your submission is complete.
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7You lookat theoutwardappearanceof things! Let anyone,
who is confident that he belongs to Christ, reflect, for himself,
again on the fact – that we belong to Christ no less than he
does.

8Even if I boast extravagantly about our authority –which
the Lord gave us for building up your faith and not for
overthrowing it – still I have no reason to be ashamed.

9 I say this so that it doesn’t seemas if I am trying tooverawe
you bymy letters.

10 For people say ‘His letters are impressive and vigorous,
but his personal appearance is insignificant and his speaking
contemptible.’

11 Let such a person be assured of this – that our words in
our letters show us to be, when absent, just what our deeds
will show us to be, when present.

12Wehavenot indeed the audacity to class or compare our-
selveswith someof thosewho indulge in self-commendation!
But, when such persons measure themselves by themselves,
and compare themselves with themselves, they show awant
of wisdom.

13We, however,will not giveway tounlimitedboasting, but
will confineourselves to the limits of the sphere towhichGod
limited us, when he permitted us to come as far as Corinth.

14 For it is not the case, as it would be if we were not in the
habit of coming to you, that we are exceeding our bounds!
Why, we were the very first to reach you with the good news
of the Christ!

15 Our boasting, therefore, is not unlimited, nor does it
extend to the labours of others; but our hope is that, as your
faith grows, our influence among you may be very greatly
increased – though still confined to our sphere –

16So thatwewill beable to tell thegoodnews in thedistricts
beyond you, without trespassing on the sphere assigned to
others, or boasting of what has been already done.

17Let anyone who boasts make their boast of the Lord.
18 For it is not those who commend themselves that stand

the test, but those who are commended by the Lord.

11
1 I couldwish that youwould tolerate a little folly inme! But

indeed you do tolerate me.
2 I am jealous over you with the jealousy of God. For I

promised you in marriage as a pure bride, to one husband –
the Christ.
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3 Yet I fear that it may turn out that, just as the snake by
his craftiness deceived Eve, so your minds may have lost the
loyalty and purity due from you to the Christ.

4 For, if some newcomer is proclaiming a Jesus other than
him whom we proclaimed, or if you are receiving a Spirit
different from the Spirit which you received, or a good news
different from that which you welcomed, then you are mar-
vellously tolerant!

5 I do not regard myself as in any way inferior to the most
eminent apostles!

6 Though I am no trained orator, yet I am not without
knowledge; indeed we made this perfectly clear to you in
every way.

7Perhaps you say that I did wrong in humblingmyself that
you might be exalted – I mean because I told you God’s good
news without payment.

8 I robbed other churches by taking pay from them, so that
I might serve you!

9 And, when I was with you in need, I did not become
a burden to any of you; for our friends, on coming from
Macedonia, supplied my needs. I kept myself, and will keep
myself from being an expense to you in any way.

10 As surely as I know anything of the truth of Christ, this
boast, as far as I amconcerned,will notbe stopped inanypart
of Greece.

11Why? Because I do not love you? God knows that I do!
12What I am doing now Iwill continue to do in order to cut

away the ground fromunder thosewhoarewishing for some
ground for attackingme, so that as regards the thing ofwhich
theyboast theymayappear in their truecharacters, just aswe
do.

13 Such people are false apostles, treacherous workers,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ!

14 And no wonder; for even Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light.

15 It is not surprising, therefore, if his servants also disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness. But their endwill be
in accordance with their actions.

16 I say again – Let no one think me a fool! Yet, if you do,
at least welcome me as you would a fool, so that I, too may
indulge in a little boasting.

17When I speak like this, I am not speaking as the Master
would, but as a fool might, in boasting so confidently.

18 As so many are boasting of earthly things, I, too, will
boast.
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19 For all your cleverness, you tolerate fools willingly
enough!

20You tolerate a person evenwhen they enslave you, when
they plunder you, when they get you into their power, when
they put on airs of superiority, when they strike you in the
face!

21 I admit, to my shame, that we have been weak. But
whatever the subject on which others are not afraid to boast
– though it is foolish to say so – I am not afraid either!

22Are they Hebrews? So am I! Are they Israelites? So am I!
Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I!

23 Are they “Servants of Christ”? Though it is madness to
talk like this, I ammore so than they! I have hadmore of toil,
more of imprisonment! I have been flogged times without
number. I have been often at death’s door.

24Five times I received at the hands ofmy ownpeople forty
lashes, all but one.

25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned.
Three times Iwas shipwrecked. I have spent awhole day and
night in the deep.

26 My journeys have been many. I have been through
dangers fromrivers, dangers fromrobbers, dangers frommy
own people, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in towns,
dangers in the country, dangers on the sea, dangers among
people pretending to be followers of the Lord.

27 I have been through toil and hardship. I have passed
many a sleepless night; I have endured hunger and thirst;
I have often been without food; I have known cold and
nakedness.

28And,not to speakofother things, there ismydailyburden
of anxiety about all the churches.

29Who is weak without my being weak? Who is led astray
without my burning with indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of things which show my
weakness!

31The God and Father of the Lord Jesus – hewho is for ever
blessed – knows that I am speaking the truth.

32 When I was in Damascus, the Governor under King
Aretas had the gates of that city guarded, so as to arrest me,

33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the
wall, and so escaped his hands.

12
1 I must boast! It is unprofitable; but I will pass to visions

and revelations given by the Lord.
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2 I know a man in union with Christ, who, fourteen years
ago – whether in the body or out of the body I do not know;
Godknows –wascaughtup (thismanofwhomIamspeaking)
to the third heaven.

3 And I know that this man – whether in the body or
separated from the body I do not know; God knows –

4 Was caught up into Paradise, and heard unspeakable
things of which no human beingmay tell.

5About such a man I will boast, but about myself I will not
boast except as regards myweaknesses.

6 Yet if I choose to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will be
speakingnomore than the truth. But I refrain, in case anyone
should credit me with more than he can see in me or hear
from me, and because of the marvellous character of the
revelations.

7 It was for this reason, and to prevent my thinking too
highly of myself, that a thorn was sent to pierce my flesh –
an instrument of Satan to discipline me – so that I should not
think too highly of myself.

8About this I three times entreated the Lord, praying that
it might leaveme.

9 But his reply has been – “My help is enough for you;
for my strength attains its perfection in the midst of
weakness.”
Most gladly, then, will I boast all the more of my weak-

nesses, so that the strength of the Christmayovershadowme.
10That iswhy I delight inweakness, ill treatment, hardship,

persecution, and difficulties, when borne for Christ. For,
when I amweak, then it is that I am strong!

Conclusion
11 I have been ‘playing the fool!’ It is you who drove me

to it. For it is you who ought to have been commending me!
Although I am nobody, in no respect did I prove inferior to
themost eminent apostles.

12Themarks of the true apostle were exhibited among you
in constant endurance, aswell as by signs, bymarvels, andby
miracles.

13 In what respect, I ask, were you treated worse than the
other churches, unless it was that, for my part, I refused to
become a burden to you? Forgiveme the wrong I did to you!

14Remember, this is the third time that I have made every
preparation to come to see you, and I will refuse to be a
burden to you; I want, not your money, but you. It is not the
duty of children to put by for their parents, but of parents to
put by for their children.
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15 For my part, I will most gladly spend, and be spent, for
your welfare. Can it be that themore intensely I love you the
less I am to be loved?

16Youwill admit that I was not a burden to you but you say
that I was ‘crafty’ and caught you ‘by a trick’!

17Doyou assert that I took advantage of you through any of
those whom I have sent to you?

18 I urged Titus to go, and I sent another follower with him.
Did Titus take any advantage of you? Didn’t we live in the
same Spirit, and tread in the same footsteps?

19Have you all this time been fancying that it is to you that
we are making our defence? No, it is in the sight of God, and
in union with Christ, that we are speaking. And all this, dear
friends, is to build up your characters;

20 for I amafraid that perhaps, when I come, Imayfind that
youarenotwhat Iwantyou tobe, and, on theotherhand, that
you may find that I am what you do not want me to be. I am
afraid that Imayfindquarrelling, jealousy, ill feeling, rivalry,
slandering, backbiting, self-assertion, and disorder.

21 I am afraid that, on my next visit, my God may humble
me in regard to you, and that I may have to mourn over
many who have long been sinning, and have not repented of
the impurity, immorality, and sensuality, in which they have
indulged.

13
1For the third time I am coming to see you. By the word of

two or three witnesses each statement will be established.
2 I have said it, and I say it again before I come, just as if

I were with you on my second visit, though for the moment
absent, I say to those who have been long sinning, as well as
to all others – that if I come again, I will spare no one.

3And that will be the proof, which you are looking for, that
the Christ speaks through me. There is no weakness in his
dealings with you. No, he shows his power among you.

4 For though his crucifixion was due to weakness, his life
is due to the power of God. And we, also, are weak in his
weakness, but with him we will live for you through the
power of God.

5Put yourselves to the test, to see whether you are holding
to the faith. Examine yourselves. Surely you recognise this
fact about yourselves – that Jesus Christ is in you! Unless
indeed you cannot stand the test!

6 But I hope that you will recognise that we can stand the
test.



2 Corinthians 13:7 359 2 Corinthians 13:14

7We pray to God that you may do nothing wrong, not that
wemay be seen to stand the test, but that youmay dowhat is
right, even though wemay seem not to stand the test.

8We have no power at all against the truth, but we have
power in the service of the truth.

9We are glad when we are weak, if you are strong. And
what we pray for is that youmay become perfect.

10 This is my reason for writing as I am now doing, while I
amaway fromyou, so that, when I amwith you, Imay not act
harshly in the exercise of the authority which the Lord gave
me – and gaveme for building up and not for pulling down.

11 And now, friends, goodbye. Aim at perfection; take
courage; agree together; live in peace. And then God, the
source of all love and peace, will be with you.

12Greet one another with a sacred kiss.
13All Christ’s people here send you their greetings.
14May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of

God, and the communionwith theHoly Spirit, bewith youall.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians

Introduction
1 To the churches in Galatia, from Paul, an apostle whose

commission is not from any human authority and is given,
not by human beings, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father
who raised him from the dead;

2and from all the followers of the Lord here.
3May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, bless you

and give you peace. For Christ, to rescue us from this present
wicked age,

4 gave himself for our sins, in accordance with the will of
our God and Father,

5 to whom be ascribed all glory for ever and ever. Amen.

6 I am astonished at your so soon deserting him,who called
you through the love of Christ, for a different “good news,”

7which is really no good news at all. But then, I know that
there are people who are harassing you, and who want to
pervert the good news of the Christ.

8Yet even ifwe – or if an angel fromheavenwere to tell you
any other “good news” than that which we told you, may he
be accursed!

9Wehave said it before, and I repeat it now – If anyone tells
you a “good news” other than that which you received, may
he be accursed!

10 Is this, I ask, trying to conciliate people, or God? Am
I seeking to please people? If I were still trying to please
people, I should not be a servant of Christ.

The Independence of the Apostle’s Gospel
11 I remind you, friends, that the good news which I told is

nomere human invention.
12 I, at least, did not receive it from any human being, nor

was I taught it, but it came to me through a revelation made
by Jesus Christ.

13You heard, no doubt, of my conduct when I was devoted
to Judaism – how I persecuted the church of God to an extent
beyond belief, and tried to destroy it,

14 and how, in my devotion to Judaism, I surpassed many
of my contemporaries among my own people in my intense
earnestness in upholding the traditions of my ancestors.
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15 But when God, who had set me apart even before my
birth, and who calledme by his love,

16 saw fit to reveal his Son in me, so that I might tell the
good news of him among the Gentiles, then at once, instead
of consulting any human being,

17 or even going up to Jerusalem to see those who were
apostles before me, I went to Arabia, and came back again to
Damascus.

18 Three years afterwards I went up to Jerusalem to make
the acquaintance of Peter, and I stayed a fortnight with him.

19 I did not, however, see any other apostle, except James,
the Master’s brother.

20 (As to what I am nowwriting to you, I call God towitness
that I am speaking the truth).

21Afterwards I went to the districts of Syria and Cilicia.
22 But I was still unknown even by sight to the Christian

churches in Judea;
23 all that they had heard was – “The man who once perse-

cuted us is now telling the good news of the faith of which he
once tried to destroy.”

24And they praised God for my sake.

2
1 Fourteen years afterwards I went up to Jerusalem again

with Barnabas, and I took Titus also withme.
2 It was in obedience to a revelation that I went; and I

laid before the apostles the good news that I am proclaiming
among the Gentiles. I did this privately before those who are
thought highly of because I was afraid that I might possibly
be taking, ormight have already taken, a coursewhichwould
prove useless.

3 Yet even my companion, Titus, though a Greek, was not
compelled to be circumcised.

4But, because of those who pretended to be followers who
had stolen in, the intruders who had crept in to spy on the
liberty which we have through union with Christ Jesus, in
order to bring us back to slavery –

5Why, we did not for a moment yield submission to them,
so that the truth of the good newsmight be yours always!

6Of thosewho are thought somewhat highly of –what they
onceweremakesnodifference tome; Goddoes not recognise
human distinctions – those, I say, who are thought highly of
added nothing to mymessage.

7On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with
the good news for the Gentiles, just as Peter had been for the
Jews.
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8 For he who gave Peter power for his mission to the Jews
gaveme, also, power to go to the Gentiles.

9Recognising the charge entrusted tome, James, Peter, and
John, who were regarded as pillars of the church, openly
acknowledged Barnabas andme as fellowworkers, agreeing
that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.

10 Only we were to remember the poor – the thing I was
myself anxious to do.

11 But, when Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his
face; for he stood self-condemned.

12Before certain persons came from James, he had been in
the habit of eating with the Gentile converts; but, when they
came, he began to withdraw and hold aloof, because he was
afraid of offending those who still held to circumcision.

13 The rest of the Jewish converts were guilty of the same
hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led away by it.

14 But, when I saw that they were not dealing straightfor-
wardlywith the truth of the good news, I said to Peter, before
themall, ‘If you,whowere born a Jew, adopt Gentile customs,
instead of Jewish, why are you trying to compel the Gentile
converts to adopt Jewish customs?’

The Law and the Gospel
15 We, though we are Jews by birth and not sinners of

Gentile origin, know that no one is pronounced righteous
as the result of obedience to Law, but only through faith in
Christ Jesus.

16 So we placed our faith in Christ Jesus, in order that
we might be pronounced righteous, as the result of faith in
Christ, and not of obedience to Law; for such obedience will
not result in even one soul’s being pronounced righteous.

17 If, while seeking to be pronounced righteous through
union with Christ, we were ourselves seen to be sinners,
would that make Christ an agent of sin? Heaven forbid!

18 For, if I rebuild the things that I pulled down, I prove
myself to have done wrong.

19 I, indeed, through Law became dead to Law, in order to
live for God.

20 I have been crucified with Christ. So it is no longer I that
live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and, as for my present
earthly life, I am living it by faith in the Son of God,who loved
me and gave himself for me.

21 I do not reject the love of God. If righteousness comes
through Law, then there was no need for Christ to die!



Galatians 3:1 363 Galatians 3:15

3
1 Foolish Galatians! Who has been enchanting you – you

before whose eyes Jesus Christ was depicted on the cross?
2Here is the one thing that Iwant to find out fromyou –Did

you receive the Spirit as the result of obedience to Law, or of
your having listened with faith?

3 Can you be so foolish? After beginning with what is
spiritual, do you now endwith what is external?

4Did you go through so much to no purpose? – if indeed it
really was to no purpose!

5 He who supplies you abundantly with his Spirit and
endows you with such powers – does he do this as the result
of obedience to Law? Or as the result of your having listened
with faith?

6 It is just as it was with Abraham –
he had faith in God, and his faith was regarded by God as

righteousness.
7 You see, then, that those whose lives are based on faith are
the sons of Abraham.
8 And scripture, foreseeing that God would pronounce the
Gentiles righteous as the result of faith, foretold the good
news to Abraham in the words –
“Through you all the Gentiles will be blessed.”
9 And, therefore, those whose lives are based on faith share
the blessings bestowed on the faith of Abraham.
10 All who rely on obedience to Law are under a curse, for
scripture says –
“Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all that is written

in the book of the Law, and do it.”
11 Again, it is evident that no one is pronounced righteous
before God through Law, for we read –
“Through faith the righteous will find life.”
12But the Law is not based on faith; no, its words are –
“Those who practice these precepts will find life through

them.”
13Christ ransomed us from the curse pronounced in the Law,
by taking the curse on himself for us, for scripture says –
“Cursed is anyone who is hanged on a tree.”
14 And this he did that the blessing given to Abraham might
be extended to the Gentiles through their union with Jesus
Christ; that so, through our faith, we also might receive the
promised gift of the Spirit.

15 To take an illustration, friends, from daily life – No one
sets aside even an agreement between two people, when
once it has been confirmed, nor do they add conditions to it.
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16 Now it was to Abraham that the promises were made,
“and to his offspring.” It was not said “to his offsprings,” as
if many persons were meant, but the words were “to your
offspring,” showing that one person was meant – and that
was Christ.

17 My point is this – An agreement already confirmed by
God cannot be canceled by the Law, which came four hun-
dred and thirty years later, so as to cause the promise to be
set aside.

18 If our heritage is the result of Law, then it has ceased to
be the result of a promise. Yet God conferred it on Abraham
by a promise.

19What, then, youask,was theuseof theLaw? Itwasa later
addition, to make people conscious of their wrongdoings,
and intended to last only until the coming of that offspring
to whom the promise had been made; and it was delivered
through angels by amediator.

20Nowmediation impliesmore than oneperson, but God is
one only.

21 Does that set the Law in opposition to God’s promises?
Heaven forbid! For, if a Law had been given capable of
bestowing life, then righteousnesswould have actually owed
its existence to Law.

22 But the words of scripture represent the whole world
as being in bondage to sin, so that the promised blessing,
dependent, as it is, on faith in Jesus Christ, may be given to
those who have faith in him.

23Before the coming of faith,wewere kept under the guard
of the Law, in bondage, awaiting the faith that was destined
to be revealed.

24 Thus the Law has proved a guide to lead us to Christ, in
order that we may be pronounced righteous as the result of
faith.

25But now that faith has comewe no longer need a guide.
26 For you are all sons of God, through your faith in Christ

Jesus.
27 For all of you who were baptised into union with Christ

clothed yourselves with Christ.
28 All distinctions between Jew and Greek, slave and free,

male and female, have vanished; for in union with Christ
Jesus you are all one.

29 And, since you belong to Christ, it follows that you are
Abraham’s offspring and, under the promise, sharers in the
inheritance.
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4
1My point is this – as long as the heir is under age, there is

no difference between him and a slave, though he is master
of the whole estate.

2 He is subject to the control of guardians and stewards,
during the period for which his father has power to appoint
them.

3And so is it with us; when we were under age, as it were,
we were slaves to the puerile teaching of this world;

4 but, when the full time came, God sent his Son – born a
woman’s child, born subject to Law –

5 to ransomthosewhowere subject toLaw, so thatwemight
take our position as sons.

6And it isbecauseyouare sons thatGodsent intoourhearts
the Spirit of his Son, with the cry – “Abba, our Father.”

7 You, therefore, are no longer a slave, but a son; and, if a
son, then an heir also, by God’s appointment.

8Yet formerly, in your ignorance of God, youbecame slaves
to “gods”which were no gods.

9 But now that you have found God – or, rather, have been
foundbyhim –how is it that youare turningback to that poor
and feeble puerile teaching, to which yet once again you are
wanting to become slaves?

10 You are scrupulous in keeping days and months and
seasons and years!

11You make me fear that the labour which I have spent on
youmay have been wasted.

12 I entreat you, friends, to become likeme, as I became like
you. You have never doneme any wrong.

13You remember that it was owing to bodily infirmity that
on the first occasion I told you the good news.

14And as for what must have tried you in my condition, it
did not inspire you with scorn or disgust, but you welcomed
me as if I had been an angel of God – or Christ Jesus himself!

15What has become then, of your blessings? For I can bear
witness that, had it been possible, you would have torn out
your eyes and given them tome!

16 Am I to think, then, that I have become your enemy by
telling you the truth?

17 Certain people are seeking your favour, but with no
honourable object. No, indeed, they want to isolate you, so
that you will have to seek their favour.
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18 It is always honourable to have your favour sought in an
honourable cause, and not onlywhen I amwith you,my dear
children –

19you forwhomIamagainenduringamother’spains, until
a likeness to Christ will have been formed in you.

20 But I could wish to be with you now and speak in a
different tone, for I am perplexed about you.

21 Tell me, you who want to be still subject to Law – Why
don’t you listen to the Law?

22 Scripture says that Abraham had two sons, one the child
of the slave-womanand theother thechildof the freewoman.

23But the child of the slave-womanwas born in the course
of nature, while the child of the free woman was born in
fulfilment of a promise.

24This storymay be taken as an allegory. Thewomen stand
for two covenants. One covenant, given from Mount Sinai,
produces a race of slaves and is represented by Hagar.

25Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia, and represents
the Jerusalemof today, for sheandherchildrenare in slavery.

26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she it is who is our
mother.

27For scripture says –
“Rejoice, you barren one, who have never given birth,
break into shouts, you who are never in labour,

for many are the children of her who is desolate –
yes, more than of her who has a husband.”

28As for ourselves, friends, we, like Isaac, are children born
in fulfilment of a promise.
29 Yet at that time the child born in the course of nature
persecuted the child born by the power of the Spirit; and it
is the same now.
30But what does the passage of scripture say?
“Send away the slave-woman and her son; for the slave’s son

will not be coheir with the son of the free woman.”
31 And so, friends, we are not children of a slave, but of her
who is free.

5
The Gospel in the Daily Life

1 It is for freedom that Christ set us free; stand firm there-
fore, and do not again be held under the yoke of slavery.

2 Understand that I, Paul, myself tell you that if you allow
yourselves to be circumcised, Christ will avail you nothing.

3 I again declare to everyone who receives circumcision,
that he binds himself to obey the whole Law.
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4 You have severed yourselves from Christ – you who are
seeking to be pronounced righteous through Law; you have
fallen away from love.

5 For we, by the help of the Spirit, are eagerly waiting for
the fulfilment of our hope – that we may be pronounced
righteous as the result of faith.

6 If we are in union with Christ Jesus, neither is circum-
cision nor the omission of it anything, but faith, working
through love, is everything.

7Youwere oncemaking good progress! Who has hindered
you from obeying the truth?

8 The persuasion brought to bear on you does not come
from himwho calls you.

9A little yeast leavens all the dough.
10 I, through my union with the Lord, am persuaded that

you will learn to think with me. But the man who is disturb-
ing yourmindswill have to bearhis punishment,whoeverhe
may be.

11 If I, friends, am still proclaiming circumcision, why am I
still persecuted? It seems that the cross has ceased to be an
obstacle!

12 I could evenwish that the people who are unsettling you
would go further still andmutilate themselves.

13 Remember, friends, to you the call came to give you
freedom. Only, do notmake your freedomanopportunity for
self-indulgence but serve one another in a loving spirit.

14 Indeed, the whole Law has been summed up in this one
precept –
“Youmust love your neighbour as you love yourself.”
15 But, if you are continually wounding and preying on one
another, take care that you are not destroyed by one another.

16 This is what I have to say – Let your steps be guided by
the Spirit, and thenyouwill never gratify the cravings of your
earthly nature.

17For these cravings of our earthly nature conflict with the
Spirit, and the Spirit with our earthly nature – they are two
contrary principles – so that you cannot do what you wish.

18 But, if you follow the guidance of the Spirit, you are not
subject to Law.

19 The sins of our earthly nature are unmistakable. They
are sins like these – sexual immorality, impurity, indecency,

20 idolatry, sorcery, quarrels, strife, jealousy, outbursts of
passion, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
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21 feelings of envy, drunkenness, revelry, and the like. And
Iwarn you, as Iwarned you before, that thosewho indulge in
such things will have no place in the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit produced by the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindliness, generosity, trustfulness, gentleness,
self-control.

23Against such things there is no law!
24And those who belong to Jesus, the Christ, have already

crucified their earthly nature, with its passions and its crav-
ings.

25 Since our life is due to the Spirit, let us rule our conduct
also by the Spirit.

26Donot let us growvain, andprovokeor envyoneanother.

6
1My friends, even if someone should be caught committing

a sin, you who are spiritually minded should, in a gentle
spirit, help them to recover themselves, taking care that you
yourselves are not tempted.

2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so carry out the Law of
the Christ.

3 If a person imagines themselves to be somebody, when
they are really nobody, they deceive themselves.

4 Let everyone test their own work, and then their cause
for satisfactionwill be in themselves andnot in a comparison
with their neighbour;

5 for everyonemust bear their own load.
6 The person, however, who is being instructed in the

message ought always to share their blessings with their
teacher.

7 Do not be deceived. God cannot be mocked. What a
person sows that they will reap.

8 For the person who sows the field of their earthly nature
will from that earthly nature reap corruption; while the one
who sows the field of the spirit will from that spirit reap
eternal life.

9 Let us never tire of doing right, for at the proper season
wewill reap our harvest, if we do not growweary.

10 Therefore, I say, as the opportunity occurs, let us treat
everyone with kindness, and especially members of the
household of the faith.

Conclusion in the Apostle’s own handwriting
11See inwhat large letters I amwritingwithmy own hand.
12 The people who are trying to compel you to be circum-

cised are the people who wish to appear to advantage in
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regard to outward observances. They do it only to avoid
being persecuted for the cross of Jesus, the Christ

13Even these men who are circumcised do not themselves
keep the Law; yet they want you to be circumcised, so that
theymay boast of your observance of the rite.

14But, formypart,may I never boast of anything except the
crossof JesusChrist, ourMaster, throughwhomtheworldhas
been crucified to me, and I to the world.

15 For neither is circumcision nor the omission of it any-
thing; but a new nature is everything.

16 May all who rule their conduct by this principle find
peace andmercy – they who are the Israel of God.

17For the future let no one troubleme; for I bear themarks
of Jesus branded onmy body.

18May the blessing of Jesus Christ, our Lord, rest on your
souls, friends. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians

Introduction
1ToChrist’speopleatEphesuswhoare faithful tohim, from

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, by the will of God.
2May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you

and give you peace.

3 Blessed is the God and Father of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who has blessed us on high with every spiritual blessing, in
Christ.

4 For he chose us in our union with Christ before the cre-
ation of the universe, so that wemight be holy and blameless
in his sight, living in the spirit of love.

5 From the first he destined us, in his goodwill towards us,
to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ,

6andso toenhance that gloriousmanifestationofhis loving
kindness which he gave us in the one he loves;

7 for inhim, and through the sheddingofhis blood,wehave
found redemption in the pardon of our offences.

8 All this accords with the loving kindness which God
lavishedonus, accompaniedbycountlessgifts ofwisdomand
discernment,

9when he made known to us his hidden purpose. And it
also accordswith thegoodwillwhichGodpurposed to exhibit
in Christ,

10 in view of that divine order which was to mark the
completion of the ages, when he should make everything,
both in heaven and on earth, centre in him.

11 In him, I say, for by our unionwith himwe becameGod’s
heritage, having from the first been destined for this in the
intention of him who, in all that happens, is carrying out his
own fixed purpose;

12 thatwe should enhancehis glory –wewhohave been the
first to rest our hopes on the Christ.

13 And you, too, by your union with him, after you had
heard the message of the truth, the good news of your salva-
tion – youbelieved in himandwere sealed as his by receiving
the holy Spirit, which he had promised.

14And theSpirit is apledgeofour futureheritage, foreshad-
owing the full redemption of God’s own people – to enhance
his glory.

ThepowerofGoddisplayed inChrist, theHeadof theChurch
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15And therefore I, ever since I heard of the faith in the Lord
Jesuswhichprevails amongyou, andof your confidence inall
Christ’s people,

16 have never omitted to thank God on your behalf, when-
ever I makemention of you inmy prayers.

17My prayer is that the God of Jesus Christ our Lord, the
all-glorious Father, may inspire you with wisdom and true
insight through a fuller knowledge of himself;

18 that your minds may be so enlightened that you may
realise the hope given by God’s call, the wealth of the glory
of his heritage among Christ’s people,

19and the transcendent greatness of the powerwhich he is
able to exercise in dealing with us who believe in him.

20The samemighty powerwas exerted on the Christ, when
he raised the Christ from the dead and “caused him to sit at
his right hand” on high, exalting him above all angels and
archangels of every rank,

21andaboveeveryname that canbenamed,whether in the
present age, or in the age to come.

22 And God placed all things under Christ’s feet, and gave
him to the church as its supreme head;

23 for the church is Christ’s body, and is filled by him who
fills all things everywhere with his presence.

2
1 You yourselves were once dead because of your offences

and sins.
2For at one time you lived in sin, following the ways of the

world, in subjection to the Ruler of the powers of the air – the
Spirit who is still at work among the disobedient.

3 And it was among them that we all once lived our lives,
indulging thecravingsofourearthlynature, andcarryingout
the desires prompted by that earthly nature and by our own
thoughts. Our nature exposed us to the divinewrath, like the
rest of humanity.

4Yet God, in his abundant compassion, and because of the
great love with which he loved us,

5 even though we were dead because of our offences, gave
life to us in giving life to the Christ. (By God’s loving kindness
you have been saved.)

6 And, through our union with Christ Jesus, God raised us
with him, and caused us to sit with him on high,

7 in order that, by his goodness to us in Christ Jesus, he
might display in the ages to come the boundless wealth of his
loving kindness.
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8 For it is by God’s loving kindness that you have been
saved, through your faith. It is not due to yourselves; the gift
is God’s.

9 It is not due to obedience to Law, so that no one can boast.
10For we are God’s handiwork, created, by our union with

Christ Jesus, for the good actions in doingwhichGodhad pre-
arranged that we should spend our lives.

11Remember, therefore, that you were once Gentiles your-
selves, as your bodies showed; you were called “the Un-
circumcised” by those who were called “the Circumcised” –
circumcised only by human hands!

12 Remember that you were at that time far from Christ;
you were shut out from the citizenship of Israel; you were
strangers to the covenants founded on God’s promise; you
were in the world without hope andwithout God.

13But now, through your union with Christ Jesus, you who
once were far off have, by the shedding of the blood of the
Christ, been brought near.

14He it is who is our peace. He made the two divisions of
humanity one, broke down the barrier that separated them,

15 and in his human nature put an end to the cause of
enmity between them – the Law with its injunctions and
ordinances – in order to create, through union with himself,
from Jew andGentile, one newhumanity and somake peace.

16 And when, on the cross, he had destroyed their mutual
enmity, he sought by means of his cross to reconcile them
both to God, united in one body.

17He came with the good news of peace for you who were
far off, and of peace for those whowere near;

18 for it is through him that we, the Jews and the Gentiles,
united in the one Spirit, are now able to approach the Father.

19 It follows, then, that you are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but are fellow citizens with Christ’s people and
members of God’s household.

20 You have been built up on the foundation laid by the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the corner-
stone.

21United in him, every part of the building, closely joined
together, will grow into a temple, consecrated by its union
with the Lord.

22 And, through union in him, you also are being built up
together, to be a place where God lives through the Spirit.

3
The Apostle’s Divine Commission to the Gentiles
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1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus, the Christ, for
the sake of you Gentiles –

2 For you have heard, I suppose, of the responsible charge
with which God entrustedme for your benefit,

3 and also that it was by direct revelation that the hidden
purpose of God was made known to me, as I have already
briefly told you.

4 And, by reading what I have written, you will be able to
judge how far I understand this hidden purpose of God in
Christ.

5 In former generations it was not made known to human-
ity, as fully as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to the
apostles and prophets among Christ’s people –

6 That, by union with Christ Jesus and through the good
news, the Gentiles are coheirs with us and members of one
body, and that they share with us in God’s Promise.

7Of this good news I become an assistant, in virtue of the
charge with which God entrusted me in the exercise of his
power –

8Yes, tome,whoam less than the least of all Christ’s people,
was this charge entrusted! – to tell theGentiles the goodnews
of the boundless wealth to be found in the Christ,

9 and to make clear what is God’s way of working out that
hidden purpose which from the first has been concealed in
themind of the Creator of all things;

10 so that now to the archangels and to all the powers on
high should be made known, through the church, the all-
embracing wisdom of God,

11 in accordance with that purpose which runs through all
the ages and which he has now accomplished in Jesus, the
Christ, our Master.

12And in unionwith him, and through our trust in him, we
find courage to approach Godwith confidence.

13Therefore I beg you not to be disheartened at the suffer-
ings that I amundergoing for your sakes; for they redound to
your honour.

14For this reason, then, I kneel before the Father –
15 from whom all “fatherhood” in heaven and on earth

derives its name –
16 and pray that, in proportion to the wealth of his glory,

hewill strengthen youwith his power by breathing his Spirit
into your inmost soul,

17so that theChrist, throughyour faith,maymakehishome
within your hearts in love; and I pray that you, now firmly
rooted and established, may, with all Christ’s people,
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18have thepower to comprehend in all itswidth and length
and height and depth,

19 and to understand – though it surpasses all understand-
ing – the loveof theChrist; and sobefilledwith all the fullness
of God.

20 To him who, through his power which is at work within
us, is able to do far more than anything that we can ask or
conceive –

21 tohimbeall glory through the churchand throughChrist
Jesus, for all generations, age after age. Amen.

4
The Gospel and Daily Life

1 I beg you, then – I who amaprisoner in theMaster’s cause
– to live lives worthy of the call that you have received;

2 always humble and gentle, patient, bearing lovingly with
one another,

3 and striving to maintain in the bond of peace the unity
given by the Spirit.

4There is but one body and one Spirit, just as therewas but
one hope set before you when you received your call.

5There is but one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
6 There is but one God and Father of all – the God who is

over all, pervades all, and is in all.
7 Everyone of us, however, has been entrusted with some

charge, each in accordance with the extent of the gift of the
Christ.

8That is why it is said –
“When he went up on high, he led his captives into captivity.

And gave gifts to humanity.”
9Now surely this “going up”must imply that he had already
gone down into the world beneath.
10 He who went down is the same as he who went up – up
beyond thehighestheaven, so thathemightfill all thingswith
his presence.
11 And he it is who gave to the church apostles, prophets,
missionaries, pastors, and teachers,
12 tofithispeople for theworkof theministry, for thebuilding
up of the body of the Christ.
13 And this will continue, until we all attain to that unity
which is given by faith and by a fuller knowledge of the Son
of God; until we reach maturity – the full standard of the
perfection of the Christ.
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14Thenwewill no longerbe like infants, tossedbackwardand
forward, blown about by every breath of human teaching
and by people’s trickery and craftiness;
15 but holding the truth in a spirit of love, we will grow into
complete union with himwho is our head – Christ himself.
16 For from him the whole body, closely joined and knit
togetherby the contact of everypartwith the sourceof its life,
derives its power to grow, in proportion to the vigour of each
individual part; and so is being built up in a spirit of love.

17 This, then, as one in union with the Lord, I implore: Do
not continue to live suchpurposeless lives as theGentiles live,

18with their powers of discernment darkened, cut off from
the life of God, owing to the ignorance that prevails among
them and to the hardness of their hearts.

19 Lost to all sense of shame, they have abandoned them-
selves to licentiousness, in order to practice every kind of
impurity without restraint.

20But far different is the lesson you learned from the Christ
– if, that is, you really listened to him,

21 and through union with him were taught the truth, as it
is to be found in Jesus.

22For you learnedwith regard to your formerway of living
that you must cast off your old nature, which, yielding to
deluding passions, grows corrupt;

23 that the spirit of yourmindsmustbe constantly renewed;
24 and that you must clothe yourselves in that new nature

which was created to resemble God, with the righteousness
and holiness springing from the truth.

25Since, therefore, you have cast offwhat is false, youmust
every one of you speak the truth to your neighbours. For we
are united to one another like the parts of a body.

26 Be angry, yet do not sin. Do not let the sun go down on
your anger;

27and give no opportunity to the devil.
28Let the personwho steals steal no longer, but rather they

should toil with their hands at honest work, so that theymay
have something to share with anyone in need.

29Never let any foulwordpass your lips, but only suchgood
words as the occasion demands, so that theymay be a help to
those who hear them.

30 And do not grieve God’s Holy Spirit; for it was through
that Spirit that God sealed you as his, against the day of
redemption.

31 Let all bitterness, passion, anger, brawling, and abusive
language be banished from among you, as well as all malice.
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32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, ready to forgive
one another, just as God, in Christ, forgave you.

5
1Therefore imitate God, as his dear children,
2and live a life of love, following the example of the Christ,

who loved you and gave himself for you as an offering and a
sacrifice to God, that should be fragrant and acceptable.

3 As for sexual immorality and every kind of impurity, or
greed, do not let them even be mentioned among you, as
befits Christ’s people,

4nor shameful conduct, nor foolish talk or jesting, for they
are wholly out of place among you; but rather thanksgiving.

5For of this youmay be sure – that no one who is unchaste
or impure or greedy of gain (for to be greedy of gain is
idolatry) has any place awaiting him in the kingdom of the
Christ and God.

6Do not let anyone deceive you with specious arguments.
Those are the sins that bring down the wrath of God on the
disobedient.

7Therefore have nothing to do with such people.
8 For, although you were once in darkness, now, by your

union with the Lord, you are in the light. Live as children of
light –

9 for the outcome of life in the light may be seen in every
form of goodness, righteousness, and sincerity –

10always trying to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
11 Take no part in deeds of darkness, from which no good

can come; on the contrary, expose them.
12 It is degrading even to speak of the things continually

done by them in secret.
13All suchactions,whenexposed, have their true character

mademanifest by the light.
14For everything that has its true charactermademanifest

is clear as light. And that is why it is said –
“Sleeper, awake!
Arise from the dead,

and the Christ will give you light!”
15 Take great care, then, how you live – not unwisely but
wisely,
16making the most of every opportunity; for these are evil
days.
17 Therefore do not grow thoughtless, but try to understand
what the Lord’s will is.



Ephesians 5:18 377 Ephesians 6:5

18 Do not drink wine to excess, for that leads to profligacy;
but seek to be filled with the Spirit of God, and speak to one
another in psalms and hymns and sacred songs.
19 Sing andmakemusic in your hearts to the Lord.
20 Always give thanks for everything to our God and Father,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

21 Submit to one another because you honour and respect
Christ.

22Wives should submit to their husbands as submitting to
the Lord.

23For aman is the head of his wife, as the Christ is the head
of the church – being indeed himself the Saviour of his body.

24 But as the church submits to the Christ, so also should
wives submit to their husbands in everything.

25Husbands, love your wives, just as the Christ loved the
church, and gave himself for her,

26 tomakeher holy, after purifying her by thewashingwith
the water, according to his promise;

27 so that he might himself bring the church, in all her
beauty, into his own presence, with no spot or wrinkle or
blemish of any kind, but that shemight be holy and faultless.

28That ishowhusbandsought to love theirwives –as if they
were their own bodies. A man who loves his wife is really
loving himself;

29 for no one ever yet hated his own body. But everyone
feeds his body and cares for it, just as the Christ for the
church;

30 for we aremembers of his body.
31 For this cause a man will leave his father and mother, and

be united to his wife; and the man and his wife will
become one.

32 In this there is a profound truth – I am speaking of Christ
and his church.
33 However, for you individually, let each love his wife as
if she were himself; and the wife be careful to respect her
husband.

6
1 Children, obey your parents, as children of the Lord; for

that is but right.
2 “Honour your father and mother” – this is the first Com-

mandment with a promise –
3 “so that youmay prosper and have a long life on earth.”
4And fathers, do not irritate your children, but bring them

upwith Christian discipline and instruction.
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters, with anxious care,

giving them ungrudging service, as if obeying the Christ;
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6not only when their eyes are on you, as if you hadmerely
to please people, but as slaves of Christ, who are trying to
carry out the will of God.

7Give your service heartily and cheerfully, as working for
theMaster and not for people;

8 for you know that everyone will be rewarded by the
Master for any honest work that he has done, whether he is a
slave or free.

9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same spirit. Give
up threatening them; for you know that he who is both their
Master and yours is in heaven, and that before him there is
no distinction of rank.

10For the future, find strength in your unionwith the Lord,
and in the power which comes from his might.

11Put on the full armour of God, so that youmay be able to
stand your ground against the stratagems of the devil.

12Forours isno struggleagainst enemiesoffleshandblood,
but against all the variouspowers of evil that hold sway in the
darknessaroundus, against the spirits ofwickednessonhigh.

13 Therefore take up the full armour of God, so that when
the evil day comes, you may be able to withstand the attack,
and, having fought to the end, still to stand your ground.

14 Stand your ground, then, with truth for your belt, and
with righteousness for your breastplate,

15 and with the readiness to serve the good news of peace
as shoes for your feet.

16At every onslaught take up faith for your shield; for with
it youwill beable to extinguishall theflamingdarts of theevil
one.

17And receive the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit –which is themessage of God – alwayswith prayer and
supplication.

18Pray in spirit at all times. Be intent on this,withunweary-
ing perseverance and supplication for all Christ’s people –

19 and on my behalf also, so that when I begin to speak,
wordsmay be givenme, so that Imay fearlesslymake known
the inmost truth of the good news,

20on behalf of which I am an ambassador – in chains! Pray
that, in telling it, I may speak fearlessly as I ought.

Conclusion
21Toenable you, aswell as others, to knowall that concerns

me and what I am doing, Tychicus, our dear friend and
faithful helper in theMaster’s cause, will tell you everything.

22 I am sending him to you on purpose that you may learn
all about us, and that hemay cheer your hearts.
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23MayGod, the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ give every
follower peace, and love linked with faith.

24May God’s blessing be with all who love our Lord Jesus
Christ with an undying love.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians

1To all Christ’s people at Philippi, with the supervisors and
assistants, from Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus.

2May God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you,
and give you peace.

3Every recollection that I have of you is a cause of thanks-
giving to God,

4always, in everyprayer that I offer for youall –myprayers
are full of joy –

5 because of the share that you have had in spreading the
good news, from the first day that you received it until now.

6For of this I am confident, that he who began a goodwork
in youwill complete it in readiness for the day of Jesus Christ.

7 And, indeed, I am justified in feeling like this about you
all; because youhave awarmplace inmyheart – youwho all,
both in my imprisonment and in the work of defending and
establishing the good news, sharedmy privilege withme.

8Godwill bearmewitness how I yearn for you all with the
tenderness of Christ Jesus.

9 And what I pray for is this – that your love may grow
yet stronger and stronger, with increasing knowledge and all
discernment,

10 until you are able to appreciate all moral distinctions.
And I pray, too, that you may be kept pure and blameless
against the day of Christ,

11bearing a richharvest of that righteousnesswhich comes
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

12Friends, I want you to realise that what has happened to
me has actually served to forward the good news.

13 It has even become evident, not only to all the imperial
guard, but to everyone else, that it is for Christ’s sake that I
am in chains.

14 And besides this, most of our fellow followers have
gained confidence in the Lord through my chains, and now
venture with far greater freedom to speak of God’s message
fearlessly.

15 It is true that some do proclaim the Christ out of jealousy
and opposition, but there are others who proclaim him from
goodwill.

16 The latter do it from love for me, knowing that I have
been appointed to plead the cause of the good news.
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17 The former spread the news of the Christ in a factious
spirit, and not sincerely, thinking to add to the pain of my
chains.

18But what of that? Only that in some way or other, either
with assumed or with real earnestness, Christ is being made
known; and at that I rejoice.

19 Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that, through your
prayers and through a rich supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
all this will make for my salvation.

20 And this will fulfil my earnest expectation and hope
that I will have no cause for shame, but that, with unfailing
courage, now as before, Christ will be honoured in my body,
whether bymy life or bymy death,

21 for to me life is Christ, and death is gain.
22 But what if the life here in the body – if this brings me

fruit frommy labours? Then which to choose I cannot tell! I
am sorely perplexed either way!

23My own desire is to depart and be with Christ, for this
would be far better.

24But, for your sakes, it may be more needful that I should
still remain here in the body.

25Yes, I am confident that this is so, and therefore I am sure
that Iwill stay, andstaynearyouall, topromoteyourprogress
and joy in the faith;

26so that, when you oncemore havemeamong you, you, in
your union with Christ Jesus, may find in me fresh cause for
exultation.

27 Under all circumstances let your lives be worthy of the
good news of the Christ: so that, whether I come and see
you, or whether I hear of your affairs at a distance, I may
know that you are standing firm, animated by one spirit, and
joining with one heart in a common struggle for the faith
taught by the good news,

28without ever shrinking from your opponents. To them
this will be a sign of their destruction and of your salvation –
a sign from God.

29 For, on behalf of Christ, you have had the privilege
granted you, not only of trusting in him, but also of suffering
on his behalf.

30 You will be engaged in the same hard struggle as that
which you once saw me waging, and which you hear that I
amwaging still.

2
1 If, then, any encouragement comes through union with

Christ, if there is any persuasive power in love, if there is any
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communionwith the Spirit, if there is any tenderness or pity,
2 I entreat you to make my happiness complete – live

together animated by the same spirit and inmutual love, one
in heart, animated by one Spirit.

3 Nothing should be done out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility lift others up above yourselves,

4 considering not only your own interests but also the
interests of others.

5Let the spirit of Christ Jesus be yours also.
6Though the divine naturewas his from the beginning, yet

he did not look on equality with God as above all things to be
clung to,

7 but impoverished himself by taking the nature of a ser-
vant and becoming like one of us;

8heappearedamongusasaman, and still furtherhumbled
himself by submitting even to death – to death on a cross!

9And that is why God raised him to the very highest place,
and gave him the namewhich stands above all other names,

10 so that in adoration of the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth,

11 and that every tongue should acknowledge JESUS
CHRIST as LORD – to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always been
obedient in the past, so now work out your own salvation
with anxious care, not only when I am with you, but all the
more now that I am absent.

13 Remember it is God who, in his kindness, is at work
within you, enabling you both to will and to work.

14 In all that you do, avoidmurmuring and dissension,
15 so as to prove yourselves blameless and innocent –

faultless children of God, in themidst of an evil-disposed and
perverse generation, in which you are seen shining like stars
in a dark world,

16 offering to them the message of life; and then I will be
able at the day of Christ to boast that I did not runmy course
for nothing, or toil for nothing.

17And yet, even if, when your faith is offered as a sacrifice
toGod,my lifebloodmust bepouredout in addition, still Iwill
rejoice and share the joy of you all;

18and youmust also rejoice and sharemy joy.
19 I hope, however, as one who trusts in the Lord Jesus,

to send Timothy to you before long, so that I may myself be
cheered by receiving news of you.

20 For I have no one but him to send – no one of kindred
spirit who would take the same genuine interest in your
welfare.
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21 They are all pursuing their own aims and not those of
Christ Jesus.

22 But you know what Timothy has proved himself to be,
and how, like a child working for his father, he worked hard
withme in spreading the good news.

23 It is Timothy, then, whom I hope to send, just as soon as I
find out what is going to happen tome here.

24And I am confident, as one who trusts in the Lord Jesus,
that before long I myself will follow.

25Still I think it necessary to sendEpaphroditus to younow,
for he is my dear friend, fellow worker, and fellow soldier,
and he was also yourmessenger to help me inmy need.

26 For he has been longing to see you all, and has been
distressed because you heard of his illness.

27And I can assure you that his illness very nearly proved
fatal. But God had pity on him, and not on him only but also
onme, so that I might not have sorrow on sorrow.

28 I am all the more ready, therefore, to send him, so that
the sight of himmay revive your spirits and my own sorrow
be lightened.

29Give him, then, the heartiest of Christian welcomes, and
hold such people in great honour.

30For itwas owing to his devotion to theMaster’swork that
he was at the point of death, having risked his own life in the
effort to supply what was wanting in the help that you sent
me.

3
1 In conclusion, my friends, may all joy be yours in your

union with the Lord. To repeat what I have already written
does not wearyme, and is the safe course for you.

2 Beware of those dogs! Beware of those mischievous
workers! Beware of themenwhomutilate themselves!

3For it iswewhoare the circumcised –wewhoseworship is
prompted by the Spirit of God, who exult in Christ Jesus, and
who do not rely on external privileges;

4 though I, if anyone, have cause to rely even on them. If
anyone thinks he can rely on external privileges, far more
can I!

5 I was circumcised when eight days old; I am an Israelite
by birth, and of the tribe of Benjamin; I amaHebrew, and the
child of Hebrews. As to the Law, I was a Pharisee;

6 as to zeal, I was a persecutor of the church; as to such
righteousness as is due to Law, I provedmyself blameless.

7But all the thingswhich I once held to be gains I have now,
for the Christ’s sake, come to count as loss.
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8 More than that, I count everything as loss, for the sake
of the exceeding value of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord. And for his sake I have lost everything, and count it as
rubbish, if I may but gain Christ and be found in union with
him;

9any righteousness that I havebeing, not the righteousness
that results from Law, but the righteousness which comes
through faith in Christ – the righteousness which is derived
from God and is founded on faith.

10 Then indeed I will know Christ, and the power of his
resurrection, and all that it means to share his sufferings,

11 in the hope that, if I become like him in death, I may
possibly attain to the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already laid hold of it, or that I amalready
made perfect. But I press on, in the hope of actually laying
holdof that forwhich indeed Iwas laidholdofbyChrist Jesus.

13For I, friends, donot regardmyself ashavingyet laidhold
of it. But this one thing I do – forgettingwhat lies behind, and
straining every nerve for that which lies in front,

14 I presson to thegoal, to gain theprizeof thatheavenward
call which God gaveme through Christ Jesus.

15 Let all of us, then, whose faith is mature, think this way.
Then, if on any matter you think otherwise, God will make
that also plain to you.

16 Only we are bound to order our lives by what we have
already attained.

17My friends, unite in following my example, and fix your
eyes on thosewhoare livingby thepatternwhichwehave set
you.

18For there are many – of whom I have often told you, and
now tell you evenwith tears –who are living in enmity to the
cross of the Christ.

19 The end of such people is ruin; for their appetites are
their God, and they glory in their shame; their minds are
given up to earthly things.

20 But we are citizens of heaven, and from heaven we
expect a saviour to come, the Lord Jesus Christ.

21 By the exercise of his power to bring everything into
subjection tohimself, hewillmakeourhumblebodies likehis
glorious body.

4
1 So then, my dear friends, whom I am longing to see – you

who are my joy and my crown, stand fast in union with the
Lord, dear friends.
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2 I entreat Euodia, and I entreat Syntyche, to live in har-
mony, in union with the Lord;

3yes, and I ask you,my true comrade, to help them, remem-
bering that they toiledbymyside in spreading thegoodnews;
and so, too, did Clement andmy other fellowworkers, whose
names are in the book of life.

4All joy be yours at all times in your union with the Lord.
Again I repeat – All joy be yours.

5Let your forbearing spirit be plain to everyone. The Lord
is near.

6Do not be anxious about anything; but under all circum-
stances, by prayer and entreaty joined with thanksgiving,
make your needs known to God.

7 Then the peace of God, which is beyond all human un-
derstanding, will stand guard over your hearts and thoughts,
through your union with Christ Jesus.

8 In conclusion, friends, whenever you find things that are
trueorhonourable, righteousorpure, loveable orpraisewor-
thy, or if virtue and honour have any meaning, let them fill
your thoughts.

9 All that you learned and received and heard and saw in
me put into practice continually; and then God, the giver of
peace, will be with you.

10 It was a matter of great joy to me, as one in union with
the Lord, that at length your interest in me had revived. The
interest indeed you had, but not the opportunity.

11 Do not think that I am saying this under the pressure
of want. For I, however I am placed, have learned to be
independent of circumstances.

12 I know how to face humble circumstances, and I know
how to face prosperity. Into all and every human experience
I have been initiated – into plenty andhunger, into prosperity
and want.

13 I can do everything through the strength of the one who
makes me strong!

14Yet you have acted nobly in sharingmy troubles.
15 And you at Philippi know, as well as I, that in the early

days of the good news – at the time when I had just left
Macedonia –no church,with theone exceptionof yourselves,
had anything to dowithme as far as giving and receiving are
concerned.

16 Indeed, even while I was still in Thessalonica, you sent
more than once to relievemywants.

17 It is not that I am anxious for your gifts, but I am
anxious to see the abundant return thatwill beplaced to your
account. I have enough of everything, and to spare.
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18 My wants are fully satisfied, now that I have received
from Epaphroditus the gifts which you sent me – the sweet
fragrance of a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.

19 And my God, out of the greatness of his wealth, will, in
glory, fully satisfy your every need, through your union with
Christ Jesus.

20 To him, our God and Father, be ascribed all glory for
every and ever. Amen.

21 Give my greeting to everyone of the people of Christ
Jesus. The Lord’s followers who are with me send your their
greetings.

22All Christ’s people here, and especially thosewho belong
to the Emperor’s household, send theirs.

23 May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ rest on your
souls.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Colossians

Introduction
1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, by the will of God,

and from Timothy, also a follower of the Lord.
2 To Christ’s people at Colossae – the followers who are

faithful to him: May God, our Father, bless you and give you
peace.

3Whenever we praywe never fail to thank God, the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, for you,

4now that we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and
of the love that you have for all his people,

5because of the hope which is kept safe for you in heaven.
Of this hope you heard long ago in the true message of the
good news which reached you,

6 bearing fruit and growing, as it does, through all the
world, just as it did among you from the very day that you
heard of God’s loving kindness, and understood what that
loving kindness really is.

7 It is justwhat you learned fromEpaphras, our dear fellow
servant, who, as aminister of the Christ, faithfully represents
us,

8 and who told us of the love with which the Spirit has
inspired you.

9 And therefore we, from the very day that we heard this,
have never ceased praying for you, or asking that you may
be filled with the knowledge of the will of God, which comes
through all true spiritual wisdom and insight.

10 Then you will live lives worthy of the Master, and so
please God in every way. Your lives will be fruitful in every
kind of good action, and grow into a fuller knowledge of God;

11 you will be made strong at all points with a strength
worthy of the power manifested in his glory – strong to
endurewithpatience, andevenwith gladness,whatevermay
happen to you;

12 and you will give thanks to the Father who made you fit
to share the lot which awaits Christ’s people in the realms of
light.

The Person andWork of the Christ
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13 For God has rescued us from the tyranny of darkness,
and has removed us into the kingdom of his Son, who is the
embodiment of his love,

14 and through whom we have found deliverance in the
forgiveness of our sins.

15 For Christ is the incarnation of the invisible God – first-
born and head of all creation;

16 for in himwas created all that is in heaven and on earth,
the visible and the invisible – angels and archangels and all
the powers of heaven.

17 All has been created through him and for him. He was
before all things, and all things unite in him;

18 and he is the head of the church, which is his body. The
firstborn from the dead, he is to the church the source of its
life, that he, in all things, may stand first.

19For it pleased the Father that in him the divine nature in
all its fulness should live,

20 and through him to reconcile all things to himself (mak-
ing peace by the shedding of Christ’s blood offered on the
cross) –whether on earth or in heaven.

21 And it pleased God that you, once estranged from him
and hostile towards him in your thoughts, intent only on
wickedness –

22but now he has reconciled you to himself by the sacrifice
of Christ’s earthly body in death – it has pleased God that you
should stand in his presence holy, pure, and blameless,

23 if only you remain true to your faith, firm and immov-
able, never abandoning the hope held out in the good news
to which you listened, which has been proclaimed among all
created things under heaven, and of which I, Paul, wasmade
an assistant.

24Now at last I can rejoice inmy sufferings on your behalf,
and in my own person I supplement the afflictions endured
by the Christ, for the sake of his body, the church;

25ofwhich Imyself becameaminister in virtue of the office
with which God entrustedme for your benefit, to declare the
message of God in all its fulness –

26 that truth which has been hidden from former ages and
generations. But now it has been revealed to God’s people,

27 to whom it was his pleasure tomake known the surpass-
ing glory of that hidden truth when proclaimed among the
Gentiles – “Christ among you! Your hope of glory!”

28This is the Christ whomwe proclaim, warning everyone,
and instructing everyone, with all the wisdom that we pos-
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sess, in the hope of bringing everyone into God’s presence
perfected by union with Christ.

29 It is for that I toil, strugglingwith all the energywhich he
inspires and which works powerfully withinme.

2
1 I want you to know in how great a struggle I am engaged

for you and for Christ’s people at Laodicea, and for all who
have not yet seenme;

2 in the hope that they, being bound to one another by love,
and keeping in view the full blessedness of a firm conviction,
may be encouraged to strive for a perfect knowledge of God’s
hidden truth,

3even Christ himself, inwhomall treasures ofwisdomand
knowledge lie hidden.

4 I say this to prevent anyone fromdeceiving you by plausi-
ble arguments.

5 It is true that I am not with you in person, but I am with
you in spirit, and am glad to see the good order and the
unbroken front resulting from your faith in Christ.

6 Since, therefore, you have received Jesus, the Christ, as
your Lord, live your lives in union with him –

7rooted in him, building up your characters through union
with him, growing stronger through your faith, as you were
taught, overflowing with faith and thanksgiving.

8 Take care that there is not someone who will carry you
away by his “philosophy” – a hollow sham! – following, as
it does, mere human traditions, and dealing with puerile
questions of this world, and not with Christ.

9 For in Christ the Godhead in all its fulness dwells incar-
nate;

10 and, by your union with him, you also are filled with it.
He is the head of all archangels and powers of heaven.

11By your unionwith himyou received a circumcision that
was not performed by human hands, when you threw off the
tyranny of the earthly body, and received the circumcision of
the Christ.

12 For in baptism you were buried with Christ; and in
baptism you were also raised to life with him, through your
faith in the omnipotence of God, who raised him from the
dead.

13And to you, who once were dead, by reason of your sins
and your uncircumcised nature – to you God gave life in
giving life to Christ! He pardoned all our sins!
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14He canceled the bond which stood against us – the bond
that consisted of ordinances – andwhichwas directly hostile
to us! He has taken it out of our way by nailing it to the cross!

15He rid himself of all the powers of evil, and held themup
to open contempt,whenhe celebratedhis triumphover them
on the cross!

16 Do not, then, allow anyone to take you to task on ques-
tions of eating or drinking, or in the matter of annual or
monthly or weekly festivals.

17These things are only the shadow of what is to come; the
substance is in the Christ.

18Do not let anyone defraud you of the reality by affecting
delight in so-called “humility”andangel-worship. Suchaper-
son busies themselveswith their visions, andwithout reason
are rendered conceited by their merely human intellect.

19 They fail to maintain union with the head, to whom it
is due that the whole body, nourished and knit together by
the contact and connexion of every part, growswith a divine
growth.

20Since, with Christ, you became dead to the puerile teach-
ing of this world, why do you submit, as if you still belonged
to the world,

21 to such ordinances as “Donot handle, or taste, or touch”?
22 For all the things referred to in them cease to exist

when used. You are following mere human directions and
instructions.

23 Such prohibitions appear reasonable where there is a
desire for self-imposed service, and so-called “humility,” and
harsh treatment of the body, but are of no real value against
the indulgence of our earthly nature.

3
1 Since, therefore, you were raised to life with the Christ,

seek for the things that are above; for it is there that theChrist
is seated at the right hand of God.

2 Fix your thoughts on the things that are above, not on
those that are on earth.

3 For you died, and your life now lies hidden, with the
Christ, in God.

4When the Christ, who is our life, appears, then you also
will appear with him in glory.

The Gospel in the Daily Life
5 Therefore destroy all that is earthly in you – immorality,

uncleanness, passions, evil desires, and that greed which is
idolatry.
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6 These are the things because of which the wrath of God
comes,

7 and to which you, like others, once devoted your lives,
when you lived for them.

8You, however, must now lay aside all such things – anger,
passion, malice, slander, abuse.

9Never lie to one another. Get rid of your old self and its
habits,

10 and clothe yourselves with that new self, which, as it
gains in knowledge, is being constantly renewed in resem-
blance to himwhomade it.

11 In that new life there is nodistinctionbetweenGreekand
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave, free; but Christ is all! – and in all!

12 Therefore, as God’s people, consecrated and dear to
him, clothe yourselves with tenderness of heart, kindliness,
humility, gentleness, forbearance;

13bearingwith one another, and, when there is any ground
for complaint, forgiving one another freely. As the Master
freely forgave you, so youmust forgive one another.

14 Over all these virtues put on love; for that is the belt
whichmakes all complete.

15 Let the peace that the Christ gives decide all doubts
within your hearts; for you alsowere called to the enjoyment
of peace as members of one body. And show yourselves
thankful.

16Let themessage of the Christ be alive in yourminds in all
its wealth, bringing all wisdom with it. Teach and admonish
one another with psalms, and hymns, and sacred songs, full
of the loving kindness of God, lifting your hearts in song to
him.

17And, whatever you say or do, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus; and through him offer thanksgiving to God
the father.

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as befits those who
belong to the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and never treat them
harshly.

20 Children, always obey your parents; for that is pleasant
to see in those who belong to the Lord.

21 Fathers, never irritate your children, otherwise they
might become disheartened.

22Slaves, always obey your earthlymasters, not onlywhen
their eyes are on you, as if youhadbut to please people alone,
but giving them ungrudging service, in your respect for the
Master.
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23Whatever you do, do it with all your heart, as if working
for theMaster and not for people,

24 since you know that it is from the Master that you will
receive the inheritance which will be your reward. You are
serving Christ, the Master.

25Thosewhodowrongwill reap thewrong theyhavedone;
and there will be no partiality.

4
1Masters, do what is right and fair by your slaves, for you

know that you also have aMaster – in heaven.

2Devote yourselves to prayer. Give your whole mind to it,
and also offer thanksgiving;

3 and at the same time pray for us, so that God may give
us an opening for our message, so that we may speak of the
truths hidden in the Christ – the truths for which I am in
chains!

4Then I will make them known, as I ought to do.
5Show tact in your behaviour to the outsideworld,making

themost of every opportunity.
6 Let your conversation always be kindly, but not bland,

season it, as it were, with salt; be aware in each case of the
answer you should be giving.

Conclusion
7Our dear friend, Tychicus, will tell you all aboutme. He is

a faithfulminister, and a fellow servant in theMaster’s cause.
8 I send him to you expressly that you may learn our

circumstances, and that hemay give you encouragement.
9With himwill be Onesimus, our dear faithful friend, who

isoneofyourselves. Theywill tell youall that is goingonhere.

10My fellow prisoner, Aristarchus, sends you his greeting,
and Barnabas’s cousin, Mark, sends his. (You have received
directions about him. If he comes to you, make him wel-
come.)

11 Joshua, who is called Justus, also sends his greeting.
These are the only converts from Judaism who have worked
with me for the kingdom of God; I have found them a great
comfort.

12Epaphras, who is one of yourselves, sends you his greet-
ing. He is a servant of Christ Jesus, and is alwaysmost earnest
in your behalf in his prayers, praying that you may stand
firm, with a matured faith and with a sure conviction of all
that is in accordance with God’s will.

13 I can bear testimony to the deep interest he takes in you,
as well as in the followers at Laodicea and at Hierapolis.
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14Luke, our dear doctor, sends you his greeting, andDemas
sends his.

15 Give my greeting to the followers at Laodicea, and to
Nymphe, and to the church that meets at her house.

16 And when this letter has been read to you, see that it
is also read before the church at Laodicea, and that you
yourselves read the letter which will be forwarded from
there.

17Give this message to Archippus – “Take care to discharge
to the best of your ability the office to which you were
appointed in theMaster’s cause.”

18 I, Paul, add this greeting in my own handwriting. Re-
member these chains of mine. God’s blessing be with you.
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Paul’s First Letter to the
Thessalonians

Introduction
1To the Thessalonian church in union with God the Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ, from Paul, Silas, and Timothy. May
God bless you and give you peace.

The Apostle and his Converts
2We alwaysmention you in our prayers and thank God for

you all;
3 recalling continually before our God and Father the ef-

forts that have resulted from your faith, the toil prompted by
your love, and the patient endurance sustained by your hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ.

4 Friends, whom God loves, we know that he has chosen
you,

5because thegoodnews thatwebrought camehometoyou,
notmerely as somanywords, butwith a power and a fulness
of convictiondue to theHoly Spirit. For youknow the life that
we lived among you for your good.

6 And you yourselves began to follow, not only our exam-
ple, but theMaster’s also; and, in spite ofmuch suffering, you
welcomed themessage with a joy inspired by the Holy Spirit,

7 and so became a pattern to all who believed in Christ
throughout Macedonia and Greece.

8 For it was from you that the Lord’s message resounded
throughout Macedonia and Greece; and, more than that,
your faith in God has become known far and wide; so that
there is no need for us to say another word.

9 Indeed, in speaking about us, the people themselves tell of
the reception you gaveus, andhow, turning toGod fromyour
idols, you became servants of the true and living God,

10and are now awaiting the return from heaven of his Son
whomhe raised from the dead – Jesus, our deliverer from the
coming wrath.

2
1 Yes, friends, you yourselves know that your reception of

us was not without result.
2 For, although we had experienced suffering and ill treat-

ment, as you know, at Philippi, we had the courage, by the
help of our God, to tell you God’s good news in spite of great
opposition.
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3Our appeal to you was not based on a delusion, nor was
it made from unworthy motives, or with any intention of
misleading you.

4 But, having been found worthy by God to be entrusted
with the goodnews, thereforewe tell it; with a view to please,
not people, but God who proves our hearts.

5Never at any time, as you know, did we use the language
of flattery, or make false professions in order to hide selfish
aims. God will bear witness to that.

6Nordidweseek towinhonour frompeople,whether from
you or from others, although, as apostles of Christ, we might
have burdened you with our support.

7But we lived among you with the simplicity of a child; we
were like a woman nursing her own children.

8 In our strong affection for you, that seemed to us the best
way of sharing with you, not only God’s good news, but our
lives as well – so dear had you become to us.

9 You will not have forgotten, friends, our labour and toil.
Night and day we used to work at our trades, so as not be a
burden to any of you, whilewe proclaimed to you God’s good
news.

10 You will bear witness, and God also, that our relations
with you who believed in Christ were pure, and upright, and
beyond reproach.

11 Indeed, you know that, like a father with his own chil-
dren, we used to encourage and comfort every one of you,
and solemnly plead with you;

12 so that you should make your daily lives worthy of God
who is calling you into the glory of his kingdom.

13This, too, is a reasonwhywe, on our part, are continually
thanking God – because, in receiving the teaching that you
had from us, you accepted it, not as the teaching of humans,
but as what it really is – the teaching of God, which is even
now doing its work within you who believe in Christ.

14 For you, friends, began to follow the example of the
churches of God in Judea which are in union with Jesus
Christ; you, in your turn, suffering at thehands of your fellow
citizens, in the same way as those churches did at the hands
of their people –

15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and
persecuted us also. They do not try to please God, and they
are enemies to all humanity,

16 for they try to prevent us from speaking to the Gentiles
with a view to their salvation, and so are always filling up
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the measure of their iniquity. But the wrath of God has come
upon them to the full!

17 As for ourselves, friends, our having been bereaved of
you even for a short time – though in body only, and not in
spirit – made us all the more eager to see your faces again;
and the longing to do so was strong on us.

18That was whywemade up ourminds to go and see you –
at least I, Paul, did,more than once –but Satan put difficulties
in our way.

19 For what hope or joy will be ours, or what crown will
we have to boast of, in the presence of our Lord Jesus, at his
coming, if it isn’t you?

20You are our pride and our delight!

3
1 And so, as we could bear it no longer, we made up our

minds to remain behind alone at Athens,
2 and sent Timothy, our dear friend and God’s minister

of the good news of the Christ, to strengthen you, and to
encourage you in your faith,

3 so that none of you should be shaken by the troubles
throughwhich youarepassing. Youyourselves know thatwe
are destined to meet with such things.

4For, evenwhilewewerewith you, wewarned you before-
hand that we were certain to encounter trouble. And so it
proved, as you know.

5Therefore, since I could no longer endure the uncertainty,
I sent to make inquiries about your faith, fearing that the
Tempter had tempted you, and that our toil might prove to
have been in vain.

6But, when Timothy recently returned to us from youwith
good news of your faith and love, and told us how kindly you
think of us – always longing, he said, to see us, just as we are
longing to see you –

7on hearing this, we felt encouraged about you, friends, in
themidst of all our difficulties and troubles, by your faith.

8For it is new life to us to know that you are holding fast to
the Lord.

9How can we thank God enough for all the happiness that
you are giving us in the sight of our God?

10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see
you face to face, andmake good any deficiency in your faith.

11 May our God and Father himself, and Jesus, our Lord,
make the way plain for us to come to you.
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12 And for you, may the Lord fill you to overflowing with
love for one another and for everyone, just as we are filled
with love for you;

13 and so make your hearts strong, and your lives pure
beyond reproach, in the sight of our God and Father, at the
coming of our Lord Jesus, with all his Holy Ones.

4
Advice on Daily Life

1 Further, friends, we beg and urge you in the name of our
Lord Jesus to carry out more fully than ever – as indeed you
are already doing – all that youhaveheard fromus as towhat
your daily life must be, if it is to please God.

2Foryouhavenot forgotten thedirections thatwegaveyou
on the authority of our Lord Jesus.

3 For this is God’s purpose – that you should be pure;
abstaining from all immorality;

4 each of you learning to gain control over your own body,
in a way that is holy and honourable,

5 and not for the mere gratification of your passions, like
the Gentiles who know nothing of God;

6 none of you overreaching or taking advantage of their
fellow follower of the Lord in such matters. The Lord takes
vengeance on all who do such things, as we have already
warned you and solemnly declared.

7 For God does not call us to an impure life, but demands
holiness.

8Therefore the person who disregards this warning disre-
gards, not people, but God who gives you his Holy Spirit.

9 As to love for each other there is no need to write to
you; for you have yourselves been taught by God to love one
another;

10and indeed you do act in this spirit towards all his people
throughout Macedonia.
Yet, friends, we beg you to do evenmore.
11 Make it your ambition to live quietly, and to attend to

your own business, and to work with your hands, as we
directed you;

12 so that your conductmaywin respect from those outside
the church, and that youmay not want for anything.

The Dead in Christ at the coming of the Lord
13We don’t want you to be ignorant, friends, about those

who have passed to their rest. We don’t want you to grieve
like other people who have no hope.
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14 For, as we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also
we believe that Godwill bring, with Jesus, thosewho through
him have passed to their rest.

15This we tell you on the authority of the Lord – that those
of us who are still living at the coming of the Lord will not
anticipate those who have passed to their rest.

16For,witha loudsummons,with the shoutofanarchangel,
and with the trumpet-call of God, the Lord himself will come
down from heaven.

17 Then those who died in union with Christ will rise first;
andafterwardswewhoare still livingwill be caughtup in the
clouds, with them, to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will
be for ever with the Lord.

18 Therefore, comfort one another with what I have told
you.

5
1 But as to the times and the moments, there is no need,

friends, for anyone to write to you.
2 You yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will

come just as a thief comes in the night.
3When people are saying “All is quiet and safe,” it is then

that, like birth pains on a pregnant woman, ruin comes
suddenly upon them, and there will be no escape!

4 You, however, friends, are not in darkness, that the
daylight should take you by surprise as if you were thieves.

5For you all are children of light and children of the day.
We have nothing to do with night, or darkness.
6 Therefore let us not sleep as others do. No, let us be

watchful and self-controlled.
7 It is at night that people sleep, and at night that drunkards

get drunk.
8 But let us, who belong to the day, control ourselves, and

put on faith and love as a breast plate, and the hope of
salvation as a helmet.

9 For God destined us, not for wrath, but to win salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us,

10 that, whetherwe are still watching or have fallen asleep,
wemay live with him.

11Therefore encourageoneanother, and try tobuildupone
another’s characters, as indeed you are doing.

Conclusion
12We beg you, friends, to value those who toil among you,

and are your leaders in the Lord’s service, and give you
counsel.

13Hold them in the very greatest esteem and affection for
the sake of their work. Live at peace with one another.
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14 We entreat you also, friends – warn the disorderly,
comfort the faint-hearted, give a helping hand to the weak,
and be patient with everyone.

15 Take care that none of you ever pays back wrong for
wrong, but always follow the kindest course with one an-
other and with everyone.

16Always be joyful;
17never cease to pray;
18under all circumstances give thanks toGod. For this is his

will for you as made known in Christ Jesus.
19Do not quench the Spirit;
20do not make light of preaching.
21Bring everything to the test; cling to what is good;
22 shun every form of evil.
23MayGodhimself, the giver of peace,make youaltogether

holy; and may your spirits, souls, and bodies be kept alto-
gether faultless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24He who calls you will not fail you; he will complete his
work.

25Friends, pray for us.
26Greet all the Lord’s followers with a sacred kiss.
27 I order you in the Lord’s name to have this letter read to

all the brethren.
28May the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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Paul’s Second Letter to the
Thessalonians

Introduction
1To the Thessalonian church in unionwith God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ, From Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
2May God, the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you

and give you peace.

The Apostle and his Converts
3 Friends, it is our duty always to thank God about you, as

is but right, considering the wonderful growth of your faith,
and because, without exception, your love for one another is
continually increasing.

4 So much is this the case that we ourselves speak with
pride, before the churches of God, of the patience and faith
which you have shown, in spite of all the persecutions and
troubles that you are enduring.

5 These persecutions will vindicate the justice of God’s
judgment, and will result in your being reckoned worthy of
God’s kingdom, for the sake of which you are now suffering;

6 since God deems it just to inflict suffering on those who
are now inflicting suffering on you,

7 and to give relief to you who are suffering, as well as to
us, at the appearing of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his
mighty angels, in flaming fire.

8 Then he will inflict punishment on those who refuse to
knowGod, and on thosewho turn a deaf ear to the goodnews
of Jesus, our Lord.

9 They will pay the penalty of unutterable ruin – banished
from the presence of the Lord and from the gloriousmanifes-
tation of his might,

10when he comes to be honoured in his people, and to be
revered inallwhohave learned tobelieve inhim(foryoualso
believed our testimony) – as he will be on that day.

11With this in view, our constant prayer for you is that our
Godmay count youworthy of the call that you have received,
and by his power make perfect your delight in all goodness
and the efforts that have resulted from your faith.

12 Then, in the loving kindness of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ, will the name of Jesus, our Lord, be honoured
in you, and you in him.
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2
Events thatmust precede the Lord’s Coming

1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our being
gathered to meet him, we beg you, friends,

2 not lightly to let your minds become unsettled or dis-
turbedbyanyrevelation, orbyanymessageor letterpurport-
ing to come from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is
come.

3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way. For it will not
come before the final rebellion against God, when lawless-
ness is revealed in human form, headed for destruction.

4 He is the adversary of everything that is spoken of as a
god or as an object of worship, enthroning himself in God”s
Temple claiming to be God!

5Don’t you remember how, when I was with you, I used to
speak to you of all this?

6 And you know now what the restraining influence is
which prevents his appearing before his appointed time.

7Wickedness, indeed, is already at work in secret, but only
until hewho at present restrains it is removed out of theway.

8Then the lawless person will be revealed, but the Lord Je-
sus will destroy himwith the breath of his mouth, annihilate
him by the splendour of his coming.

9When the lawless person comes, there will be great activ-
ity on the part of Satan, in the form of all kinds of deceptive
miracles, signs, andmarvels, as well as of wicked attempts to
delude –

10 to the ruin of those who are on the path to destruction,
because theyhavenever received and loved the truth to their
own salvation.

11 That is why God places them under the influence of a
delusion, to cause them to believe a lie;

12so that sentencemaybe passed on all thosewho refuse to
believe the truth, but delight in wickedness.

13 But, friends, whom the Lord loves, it is our duty always
to thank God about you, for, from the first, God chose you for
salvation through the purifying influence of the Spirit, and
your belief in the truth.

14 To this you were called by the good news which we
brought you, to attain to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 Stand firm then, friends, and hold fast to the truths that
we taught you, whether by word or by letter.

16 And may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our
Father, who loved us and, in his loving kindness, gave us
unfailing consolation and good ground for hope,
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17 console your hearts, and strengthen you to do and to say
all that is right.

3
Conclusion

1 In conclusion, friends, pray for us – pray that the Lord’s
message may spread rapidly, and be received everywhere
with honour, as it was among you;

2 and that we may be preserved from wrong-headed and
wicked people – for it is not everyone who believes in Christ.

3 But the Lord will not fail you. He will give you strength,
and guard you from evil.

4 Yes, and the confidence that our union with the Lord
enables us to place in you leads us to believe that you are
doing, and will do, what we direct you.

5 May the Lord bring you to the love of God, and to the
patience of the Christ.

6We beg you, friends, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
to avoid any follower who is living an ill-ordered life, which
is not in agreement with the teaching that you received from
us.

7 For you know well that you ought to follow our example.
Whenwewere with you, our life was not ill-ordered,

8nor didwe eat anyone’s breadwithout paying for it. Night
and day, labouring and toiling, we used towork at our trades,
so as not to be a burden on any of you.

9 This was not because we had not a right to receive sup-
port, but our object was to give you a pattern for you to copy.

10 Indeed, when we were with you, the rule we laid down
was – “Whoever does not choose to work will not get to eat.”

11We hear that there are among you people who are living
ill-ordered lives, and who, instead of attending to their own
business, are mere busybodies.

12All such people we beg, and implore, in the name of the
Lord JesusChrist, to attendquietly to their business, andearn
their own living.

13You, friends, must not growweary of doingwhat is right.
14 If anyonedisregardswhatwehave said in this letter, take

note of them and avoid their company, so that they may feel
ashamed.

15 Yet do not think of them as an enemy, but caution them
as you would a brother or sister.

16May the Lord, from whom all peace comes, himself give
you his peace at all times and in all ways. May he bewith you
all.



2 Thessalonians 3:17 403 2 Thessalonians 3:18

17 I, Paul, add this greeting inmy ownhandwriting. It ismy
signature to every letter. This is how I write.

18May the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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Paul’s First Letter to
Timothy

Introduction
1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the appointment

of God, our Saviour, and Christ Jesus, our hope.
2ToTimothy,my truechild in the faith: MayGod, theFather,

and Christ Jesus, our Lord, bless you, and bemerciful to you,
and give you peace.

3 I beg you, as I did when I was onmyway into Macedonia,
to remain at Ephesus; so that youmay instruct certain people
there not to teach new and strange doctrines,

4nor to devote their attention to legends and interminable
genealogies, which tend to give rise to argument rather than
to further that divine plan which is revealed in the faith.

5The object of all instruction is to call forth that lovewhich
comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and a sincere
faith.

6 And it is because they have not aimed at these things
that the attention of certain people has been diverted to
unprofitable subjects.

7 They want to be teachers of the Law, and yet do not
understand either the words they use, or the subjects on
which they speak so confidently.

8We know, of course, that the Law is excellent, when used
legitimately,

9by one who recognises that laws were not made for good
people, but for the lawless and disorderly, for irreligious and
wicked people, for thosewho are irreverent and profane, for
those who ill-treat their fathers or mothers, for murderers,

10 for the immoral, for perverts, for slave traders, for liars,
for perjurers, and for whatever else is opposed to sound
Christian teaching –

11as is taught in the glorious good news of the ever-blessed
God, with which I was entrusted.

12 I am thankful to Christ Jesus, our Lord, who has beenmy
strength, for showing that he thought me worthy of trust by
appointingme to his ministry,

13 though I once used to blaspheme, and to persecute, and
to insult. Yet mercy was shown me, because I acted in
ignorance, while still an unbeliever;
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14 and the loving kindness of our Lord was boundless, and
filled me with that faith and love which come from union
with Christ Jesus.

15How true the saying is, and worthy of the fullest accep-
tance, that “Christ Jesus came into theworld to save sinners”!
And there is no greater sinner than I!

16 Yet mercy was shown me for the express purpose that
Christ Jesus might exhibit in my case, beyond all others,
his exhaustless patience, as an example for those who were
afterwards to believe on him and attain eternal life.

17To the eternal King, ever-living, invisible, the oneGod, be
ascribed honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

18 This, then, is the charge that I lay on you, Timothy, my
child, in accordance with what was predicted of you – Fight
the good fight in the spirit of those predictions,

19with faith, and with a clear conscience; and it is because
they have thrust this aside, that, as regards the faith, some
have wrecked their lives.

20 Hymenaeus and Alexander are instances – the men
whom I delivered over to Satan so that they might be taught
not to blaspheme.

2
General Directions on ChurchMatters

1 First of all, then, I ask that petitions, prayers, interces-
sions, and thanksgivings should be offered for everyone,

2 especially for kings and all who are in high positions, in
order that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life in a deeply
religious and reverent spirit.

3 This will be good and acceptable in the eyes of God, our
Saviour,

4whosewill is that everyone should be saved, and attain to
a full knowledge of the truth.

5There is but one God, and onemediator between God and
humanity – the human, Christ Jesus,

6who gave himself as a ransom on behalf of all.
Thismust be our testimony, as opportunities present them-

selves;
7 and it was for this that I was myself appointed a herald

and an apostle (I am telling the simple truth and no lie) – a
teacher of the Gentiles in the faith and truth.

8 My desire, then, is that it should be the custom every-
where for themen to lead the prayers, with hands reverently
uplifted, avoiding heated controversy.

9 I also desire that women should adorn themselves with
appropriate dress, worn quietly and modestly, and not with
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wreaths or gold ornaments for the hair, or pearls, or costly
clothing,

10but – as is proper for women who profess to be religious
–with good actions.

11 They must learn, listening quietly to their teachers and
showing them all deference.

12 I donot consent to thembecoming teachers, or exercising
authority over men; they ought to not make a fuss.

13Adamwas formed first, not Eve.
14 And it was not Adam who was deceived; it was the

womanwhowas entirely deceived and fell into sin.
15But she will be saved by the birth of a child, if they never

abandon faith, love, or holiness, and behave withmodesty.

3
1How true is this saying: “To aspire to be to be a supervisor

in the church is to be ambitious for a noble task.”
2 The supervisor should be of blameless character; a faith-

ful partner; living a temperate, discreet, and well-ordered
life; hospitable, and a skilful teacher,

3not addicted to drink or brawling, but of a forbearing and
peaceable disposition, and not a lover of money;

4 they should provide for their own household well,
and their children should kept under control and be well-
behaved.

5 If someone does not know how to provide for their own
household, how can they take charge of the church of God?

6 The supervisor should not be a recent convert, or they
might become blinded by pride and fall under the same
judgement as the devil.

7 They should also be well spoken of by outsiders, so that
theymay not incur censure and so fall into the devil’s trap.

8 So, too, assistants should be serious and straightforward,
not given to taking much drink or to questionable money-
making,

9but people who hold the deep truths of the faith and have
a clear conscience.

10 They should be tested first, and only appointed to their
office if no objection is raised against them.

11 It should be the samewith thewomen in this office. They
should be serious, not gossips, sober, and trustworthy in all
respects.

12Assistants should be faithful partners whomanage their
children and their households well.
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13 Those who have filled that post with honour gain for
themselves an honourable position, as well as great confi-
dence through the faith that they place in Christ Jesus.

Special Directions to Timothy
14 I amwriting this to you, though I hope that I will come to

see you before long;
15but in case I should be delayed, I want you to knowwhat

your conduct ought to be in the household of God, which is
the church of the living God – the pillar and stay of the truth.

16Yes, andundeniablywonderful are thedeep truths of our
religion; for –
“Hewas revealed in our nature,

pronounced righteous in spirit,
seen by angels,

proclaimed among the Gentiles,
believed on in the world,

taken up into glory.”

4
1But the Spirit distinctly says that in later times there will

be some who will fall away from the faith, and devote their
attention tomisleading spirits, and to the teachingofdemons,

2 who will make use of the hypocrisy of lying teachers.
These people’s consciences are seared,

3and theydiscouragemarriageandenjoinabstinence from
certain kinds of food; though God created these foods to be
enjoyed thankfully by those who hold the faith and have
attained a full knowledge of the truth.

4 Everything created by God is good, and there in nothing
that need be rejected – provided only that it is received
thankfully;

5 for it is consecrated by God’s blessing and by prayer.
6 Put all this before the followers, and you will be a good

servant of Christ Jesus, sustained by the precepts of the faith
andof that good teaching bywhich youhave guided your life.

7 As for profane legends and old wives’ tales, leave them
alone. Train yourself to lead a religious life;

8 for while the training of the body is of service in some
respects, religion isof service inall, carryingwith it, as it does,
a promise of life both here and hereafter.

9How true that saying is and worthy of the fullest accep-
tance!

10 With that aim we toil and struggle, for we have set
our hopes on the living God, who is the Saviour of all, and
especially of those who hold the faith.
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11Remember these things in your teaching.
12 Do not let anyone look down on you because you are

young, but, by your conversation, your conduct, your love,
your faith, and your purity, be an example to those who hold
the faith.

13Until I come, apply yourself to public reading, preaching,
and teaching.

14Donotneglect thedivinegiftwithinyou,whichwasgiven
you, amid many a prediction, when the hands of the church
elders were laid on your head.

15 Practice these things, devote yourself to them, so that
your progress may be plain to everyone.

16 Look to yourself as well as to your teaching. Persevere
in this, for your doing so will mean salvation for yourself as
well as for your hearers.

5
1Do not reprimand an older man, but plead with him as if

he were your father. Treat the youngmen as brothers,
2 the older women as mothers, and the younger women as

sisters –with all purity.
3 Show consideration for widows – I mean those who are

really widowed.
4But, if awidowhas childrenorgrandchildren, they should

learn to show proper regard for the members of their own
familyfirst, and tomake somereturn to theirparents; for that
is pleasing in God’s sight.

5 As for the woman who is really widowed and left quite
alone, her hopes are fixed on God, and she devotes herself to
prayers and supplications night and day.

6 But the life of a widow who is devoted to pleasure is a
living death.

7 Those are the points you should teach, so that there may
be no call for your censure.

8Anyone who fails to provide for their own relatives, and
especially for those under their own roof, has disowned the
faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

9A widow, when her name is added to the list, should not
be less than sixty years old; she should have been a faithful
wife,

10 and be well spoken of for her kind actions. She
should have brought up children, have shown hospitality to
strangers, havewashed the feet of her fellowChristians, have
relieved those who were in distress, and devoted herself to
every kind of good action.
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11Butyoushouldexclude theyoungerwidows fromthe list;
for, when they grow restive under the yoke of the Christ, they
want to marry,

12 and so they bring condemnation on themselves for hav-
ing broken their previous promise.

13 And not only that, but they learn to be idle as they go
about fromhouse tohouse. Nor are theymerely idle, but they
also become gossips and busybodies, and talk of what they
ought not.

14 Therefore I advise young widows to marry, bear chil-
dren, and attend to their homes, and so avoid giving the
enemy an opportunity for scandal.

15There are somewhohave already left us, to follow Satan.
16 Any Christian woman, who has relatives who are wid-

ows, ought to relieve them and not allow them to become a
burden to the church, so that the church may relieve those
widows who are really widowed.

17 Those church elders who fill their office well should be
held deserving of especial consideration, particularly those
whose work lies in preaching and teaching.

18The words of scripture are –
“You should not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the

grain.”

and again –
“Theworker is worth their wages.”
19Do not entertain a charge against an church elder, unless it
is supported by two or three witnesses;
20 but rebuke offenders publicly, so that others may take
warning.
21 I charge you solemnly, before God and Christ Jesus and
the chosen angels, to carry out these directions, unswayed by
prejudice, never acting with partiality.
22 Never ordain anyone hastily, and take no part in the
wrongdoing of others. Keep your life pure.
23Do not continue to drink water only, but take a little wine
because of theweakness of your stomach, and your frequent
ailments.
24 There are some people whose sins are conspicuous and
lead on to judgment, while there are others whose sins dog
their steps.
25 In the same way noble deeds become conspicuous, and
those which are otherwise cannot be concealed.

6
1 All who are in the position of slaves should regard their
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masters as deserving of the greatest respect, so that the name
of God, and our teaching, may not bemaligned.

2 Those who have Christian masters should not think less
of them because they are also followers of Christ, but on the
contrary they should serve them all the better, because those
who are to benefit by their good work are dear to them as
their fellow Christians.

Conclusion Those are the things to insist on in your teach-
ing.

3Anyone who teaches otherwise, and refuses their assent
to sound instruction – the instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ
– and to the teaching of religion,

4 is puffed up with conceit, not really knowing anything,
but having a morbid craving for discussions and arguments.
Such things only give rise to envy, quarrelling, recrimina-
tions, base suspicions,

5 and incessant wrangling on the part of these corrupt-
minded people who have lost all hold on the truth, and who
think of religion only as a source of gain.

6 Of course religion is a great source of gain – when com-
bined with contentment!

7Forwebroughtnothing into theworld, becausewecannot
even carry anything out of it.

8 So, with food and shelter, we will be content.
9Those who want to be rich fall into the net of temptation,

andbecome theprey ofmany foolish andharmful ambitions,
which plunge people into destruction and ruin.

10 Love of money is a source of all kinds of evil; and in
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from
the faith, andhavebeenpierced to theheartbymanyaregret.

11 But you must, servant of God, avoid all this. Aim at
righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.

12Run the great race of the faith, andwin the eternal life. It
was for this that you received the call, and, in the presence of
many witnesses, made the great profession of faith.

13 I beg you, as in the sight of God, the source of all life,
and of Christ Jesus who before Pontius Pilate made the great
profession of faith –

14 I implore you to keep his command free from stain or
reproach, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 This will be brought about in his own time by the one
ever-blessed Potentate, the king of all kings and Lord of all
lords,

16 who alone is possessed of immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or ever
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can see – to whom be ascribed honour and power for ever.
Amen.

17 Teach those who are wealthy in this life not to pride
themselves, or fix their hopes, on so uncertain a thing as
wealth, but on God, who gives us a wealth of enjoyment on
every side.

18Teach them to showkindness, to exhibit awealth of good
actions, to be open-handed and generous,

19 storing up for themselves what in the future will prove
to be a good foundation, so that they may gain the only true
life.

20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you. Avoid
the profane prattle and contradictions of what some miscall
“theology,”

21 for there are thosewho,while asserting their proficiency
in it, have yet, as regards the faith, gone altogether astray.

God bless you all.
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Paul’s Second Letter to
Timothy

Introduction
1 From Paul who, by the will of God, is an apostle of Christ

Jesus, charged to proclaim the life that comes from union
with Christ Jesus,

2 to Timothy,mydear child: mayGod, the Father, andChrist
Jesus, our Lord, bless you, and be merciful to you, and give
you peace.

3 I am thankful to God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did,
with a clear conscience, when I remember you, as I never fail
to do, in my prayers – night and day alike,

4 as I think of your tears, longing to see you, that my
happiness may be completed,

5 now that I have been reminded of the sincere faith that
you have shown. That faith was seen first in your grand-
mother Lois and your mother Eunice, and is now, I am
convinced, in you also.

6And that ismy reason for reminding you to stir into flame
that gift ofGod,which is yours throughyour ordination atmy
hands.

7 For the Spirit which God gave us was not a spirit of
cowardice, but a spirit of power, love, and self-control.

8Do not, therefore, be ashamed of the testimony which we
have to bear to our Lord, or of me imprisoned for his sake;
but join withme in suffering for the good news, as far as God
enables you.

9 It was God who saved us, and from him we received our
solemn call – not as a reward for anything that we had done,
but in fulfilment of his own loving purpose. For that lovewas
extended to us, through Christ Jesus, before time began,

10andhasnowbeenmadeapparent through the appearing
of our Saviour, Christ Jesus; who has made an end of death,
and has brought life and immortality to light by that good
news,

11 of which I was myself appointed a herald, apostle, and
teacher.

12 That is why I am undergoing these sufferings; yet I feel
no shame, for I know in whom I have put my faith, and am
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to
him until that day.
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13 Keep before you, as an example of sound teaching, all
that you learnt from me as you listened with that faith and
love which come from union with Christ Jesus.

14Guard by the help of theHoly Spirit, who iswithin us, the
glorious trust that has been committed to you.

15 You know, of course, that all our friends in Roman Asia
turned their backs on me, including Phygellus and Hermo-
genes.

16May the Lord showmercy to the household of Onesipho-
rus; for he often cheered me and was not ashamed of my
chains.

17 On the contrary, when he arrived in Rome, he sought
eagerly for me until he foundme.

18 The Lord grant that he may find mercy at the hands of
the Lord on that day. The many services that he rendered at
Ephesus you have the best means of knowing.

2
Injunctions to Timothy

1You must, then, my child, find strength in the help which
comes from the union with Christ Jesus;

2 and what you learnt from me, in the presence of many
listeners, entrust to reliable people, who will be able in their
turn to teach others.

3Share hardships withme, as a true soldier of Christ Jesus.
4A soldier on active service, to please his superior officer,

always avoids entangling himself in the affairs of ordinary
life.

5 No athlete is ever awarded the wreath of victory unless
they have kept the rules.

6 The labourer who does the work should be the first to
receive a share of the fruits of the earth.

7 Reflect on what I say; the Lord will always help you to
understand.

8Keep before yourmind Jesus Christ, raised from the dead,
a descendant of David, as told in the good news entrusted to
me;

9 in the service of which I am suffering hardships, even to
being put in fetters as a criminal. But the message of God is
not fettered;

10and that is why I submit to anything for the sake of God’s
people: so that they also may obtain the salvation which
comes from union with Christ Jesus, and imperishable glory.

11How true this saying is – “If we have shared his death, we
will also share his life.

12 If we continue to endure, wewill also share his throne. If
we should ever disown him, he, too, will disown us.
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13 If we lose our trust, he is still to be trusted, for he cannot
be false to himself!”

14 Remind people of all this; tell them solemnly, as in the
sight ofGod, to avoid controversy, auseless thingand the ruin
of those who listen to it.

15 Do your utmost to show yourself true to God, a worker
with no reason to be ashamed, accurate in delivering the
message of the truth.

16 Avoid profane prattle. Those who indulge in it only get
deeper into irreligious ways,

17 and their teaching will spread like a cancer. Hymenaeus
and Philetus are instances of this.

18 They have gone completely astray as regards the truth;
they say that a resurrection has already taken place, and so
upset some people’s faith.

19 Yet God’s firm foundation still stands unmoved, and it
bears this inscription –
“THE LORD KNOWS THOSEWHOARE HIS”;
and this –
“LET ALL THOSEWHO USE THE NAME OF THE LORD TURN

AWAY FROMWICKEDNESS.”
20Now in a large house there are not only things of gold and
silver, but also others of wood and earthenware, some for
better and some for common use.
21 If, then, a person has escaped from the pollution of such
errors as I have mentioned, they will be like a thing kept for
better use, set apart, serviceable to its owner, ready for any
good purpose.
22Flee from the passions of youth, but pursue righteousness,
faith, love, and peace, in the company of those who, with a
pure heart, invoke the Lord.
23 Shun foolish and ignorant discussions, for you know that
they only breed quarrels;
24andaservantof theLordshouldneverquarrel. Theyought,
on the contrary, to be courteous to everyone, skilful teachers,
and forbearing.
25They should instruct their opponents in a gentle spirit; for,
possibly, God may give those opponents a repentance that
will lead to a fuller knowledge of truth,
26 and they may yet come to a sober mind, and escape from
the devil’s net, when captured by the Lord’s servant to do the
will of God.

3
1 Be sure of this, that in the last days difficult times will

come.
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2 People will be selfish, mercenary, boastful, haughty, and
blasphemous; disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, im-
pure,

3 incapable of affection, merciless, slanderous, wanting in
self-control, brutal, careless of the right,

4 treacherous, reckless, and puffed upwith pride; they will
love pleasuremore than they love God;

5 and while they retain the outward form of religion, they
will not allow it to influence them. Turn your back on such
people as these.

6 For among them are to be found those who creep into
homes and captivate weak women – women who, loaded
with sins, and slaves to all kinds of passions,

7 are always learning, and yet never able to attain to a real
knowledge of the truth.

8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so do these
people, in their turn, oppose the truth. Their minds are cor-
rupted, and, as regards the faith, they are utterly worthless.

9 They will not, however, make further progress; for their
wicked folly will be plain to everyone, just as the folly Jannes
and Jambres was.

10But you, Timothy, were a close observer of my teaching,
my conduct,mypurposes,my faith,my forbearance,my love,
andmy patient endurance,

11aswell as ofmypersecutions, andof the sufferingswhich
I met with at Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. You know what
persecutions I underwent; and yet the Lord brought me safe
out of all!

12Yes, andallwhoaimat livinga religious life inunionwith
Christ Jesus will have to suffer persecution;

13 but wicked people and impostors will go from bad to
worse, deceiving others and deceived themselves.

14 You, however, must stand by what you learnt and ac-
cepted as true. You know who they were from whom you
learnt it;

15 and that, from your childhood, you have known the
sacredwritings,whichcangiveyou thewisdomthat, through
belief in Christ Jesus, leads to salvation.

16 All scripture is God-breathed: helpful for teaching, for
refuting error, for giving guidance, and for training others in
righteousness;

17 so that God’s people may be capable and equipped for
good work of every kind.

4
1 I solemnly charge you – in the sight of God and of Christ
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Jesus, who will one day judge the living and the dead – I
charge you by his appearing and by his kingdom:

2 Proclaim the message, be ready in season and out of
season, convince, rebuke, encourage, never failing to instruct
with forbearance.

3For a time will come when people will not tolerate sound
teaching. They will follow their own wishes, and, in their
itching for novelty, procure themselves a crowd of teachers.

4 They will turn a deaf ear to the truth, and give their
attention to legends instead.

5 But you, Timothy, must always be temperate. Face hard-
ships; do thework of amissionary; discharge all the duties of
your office.

6As for me, my life blood is already being poured out; the
time of my departure is close at hand.

7 I have run thegreat race; I havefinished the course; I have
kept the faith.

8Andnowthe crownof righteousness awaitsme,which the
Lord, the just judge, will giveme on that day – and not only to
me, but to all who have loved his appearing.

Conclusion
9Do your utmost to come tome soon,
10 for Demas, in his love for the world, has deserted me.

He has gone to Thessalonica, Crescens to Galatia, and Titus
to Dalmatia.

11There is no one but Luke with me. Pick upMark on your
way, and bring him with you, for he is useful to me in my
work.

12 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.
13Bring with you, when you come, the cloak which I left at

Troaswith Carpus, and the books, especially the parchments.
14 Alexander, the coppersmith, showed much ill feeling

towardsme. The Lordwill give himwhat his actions deserve.
15 You must also be on your guard against him, for he is

strongly opposed to our teaching.
16Atmyfirst trial no one stoodbyme. They all desertedme.

May it never be counted against them!
17 But the Lord came to my help and strengthened me, in

order that, throughme, the proclamation should be made so
widely that all the Gentiles should hear it; and I was rescued
out of the lion’s mouth.

18The Lord will rescue me from all evil, and bring me safe
into his Heavenly kingdom. All glory to him for ever and
ever! Amen.
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19Give my greeting to Prisca and Aquila, and to the house-
hold of Onesiphorus.

20 Erastus remained at Corinth, and I left Thophimus ill at
Miletus.

21Do your utmost to come before winter. Eubulus, Pudens,
Linus andClaudia send you their greetings, and so do the rest
of the Lord’s followers.

22May the Lord be with your soul. God bless you all.



Titus 1:1 418 Titus 1:14

Paul’s Letter to
Titus

Introduction
1 From Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus

Christ, on behalf of the faith of God’s chosenpeople, and their
knowledge of that truth whichmakes for godliness

2 – and is based on the hope of eternal life, which God, who
never lies, promised before the ages began,

3and has revealed at his own time in his message, with the
preaching of which I was entrusted by the command of God
our Saviour.

4 To Titus, my true child in our shared faith: May God, the
Father, and Christ Jesus, our Saviour, bless you and give you
peace.

Mission of Titus in Crete
5My reason for leaving you in Cretewas that youmight put

in order what had been left unfinished, and appoint church
elders in the various towns, as I myself directed you.

6 They are to be of irreproachable character, faithful to
their partners, whose children are believers in Christ and
have never been open to the charge of being wild or unruly.

7 For a supervisor, as God’s steward, ought to be of blame-
less character – not arrogant or quick-tempered, not given to
drunkeness, violence or shadymoney-making.

8 Instead, they should be hospitable, lovewhat is good, self-
controlled, upright, people of holy life and disciplined,

9 holding firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been
taught – so that they may be able to encourage others by
sound teaching, as well as to refute those who contradict it.

10 For there are many undisciplined persons who lead
others astray with their nonsense, especially those of the
group advocating the necessity of circumcision.

11 They need to be kept quiet as they disrupt whole house-
holds by teaching what they ought not to teach, simply to
make shameful financial gain.

12 It was a Cretan – one of their own prophets – who said:
“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, and lazy gluttons.” This
statement is true.

13 Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they may be
sound in the faith,

14 and may pay no attention to Jewish legends, or to the
directions of those who turn their backs on the truth.
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15 To those whose minds are pure, all things are ritually
pure, but to those whose minds are tainted and unbelieving
nothing is pure, as their minds and consciences are alike
polluted.

16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny
him. They are detestable and disobedient and useless for any
good work.

2
1 You however, should speak of such subjects as properly

have a place in sound teaching.
2Teach that the oldermen should be soberly clearminded,

dignified and self-controlled – sound in faith, love, and pa-
tient endurance.

3 So, too, that the older women should live reverent lives,
not slanderers, not slaves to excessive drinking.

4They should teachwhat is good, so as to train the younger
women to love their husbands and children,

5 and to be self-controlled, pure-minded, to be watching
over their home, to be kind, respecting the authority of their
husbands, so that no one will speak badly of God’s message.

6 In the samewaywith the youngermen – encourage them
to be self-controlled.

7 In all things, set an example of doing good. In your
teaching, show integrity and seriousness –

8 let the instruction that you give be sound and above
reproach, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed
when they fail to find anything bad to say about us.

9Tell slaves to respect their owner’s authority in all circum-
stances, and to try their best to please them.

10 Teach them not to contradict or to pilfer, but to show
such praiseworthy fidelity in everything, as to recommend
the teaching about God our Saviour by all that they do.

11For the loving kindness of God has been revealed, bring-
ing salvation for all,

12 leading us to renounce ungodliness andworldly desires,
and to live self-controlled, upright, andgodly liveshere in this
present age,

13while awaiting our blessed hope – the appearing in glory
of our great God and Saviour, Christ Jesus.

14 For he gave himself on our behalf, to deliver us from all
wickedness, and to purify for himself a peoplewho should be
truly his own and eager to do good.

15 Tell them of all this, and encourage and rebuke with all
authority. Do not let anyone belittle you.
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3
1 Remind them to respect and obey the rulers and author-

ities, to be ready for every kind of good work, to slander no
one, to avoid quarrelling,

2 to be reasonable, and under all circumstances to show a
gentle spirit with all.

3Therewas a timewhenweourselveswere foolish, disobe-
dient, misled, enslaved to all kinds of desires and pleasures,
living in malice and envy, hating ourselves and hating one
another.

4 But, when the kindness of God our Saviour and his love
for humanity appeared, he saved us,

5notas the result of anyrighteousactions thatwehaddone,
but due to his mercy. He saved us though the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the power of the Holy Spirit,

6 which he poured out on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour –

7 so that, having been put right with God through his grace,
we become heirs to the hope of eternal life.

8This saying is trustworthy! And it is on these subjects that
I want you to lay special emphasis, so that those who have
learned to trust in God may be careful to devote themselves
to doing good. Such subjects are excellent in themselves, and
of benefit to all.

9But have nothing to dowith foolish controversies, orwith
genealogies, or with quarrels, or fights about the Law. They
are useless and futile.

10 If someone is causing divisions among you then, after
giving them a second warning, excuse yourself from them.

11You can be sure that such a personhas forsaken the truth
and is in the wrong. They stand self-condemned.

Conclusion
12As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, join me as

quickly as possible at Nicopolis, for I have arranged to spend
the winter there.

13Do your best to help Zenas, the teacher of the Law, and
Apollos, on their way, and see that they want for nothing.

14 Let all our people learn to devote themselves to doing
good, so as to meet the most pressing needs, and that their
lives may not be unfruitful.

15All who are with me here send you their greeting. Give
my greeting to our friends in the faith.

God bless you all.
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Paul’s Letter to
Philemon

Introduction
1 From Paul, now a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and from

Timothy, a fellow follower of the Lord.
2 To our dear friend and fellow worker Philemon, to our

sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus; and to the
church that meets at Philemon’s house;

3may God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ bless you
and give you peace.

Request regarding runaway slave
4 I always mention you in my prayers and thank God for

you,
5 because I hear of the love and the faith which you show,

not only to the Lord Jesus, but also to all his people;
6and Ipray that yourparticipation in the faithmayresult in

action, as you come to a fuller realisation of everything that
is good and Christlike in us.

7 I have indeed found great joy and encouragement in your
love, knowing, as I do, how the hearts of Christ’s people have
been cheered, friend, by you.

8And so, thoughmy union with Christ enables me, with all
confidence, to dictate the course that you should adopt,

9 yet the claims of love make me prefer to plead with you
– yes, even me, Paul, though I am an ambassador for Christ
Jesus and, now a prisoner for him as well.

10 I plead with you for this child of mine, Onesimus, to
whom, inmy prison, I have become a father.

11 Once he was of little service to you, but now he has
become of great service, not only to you, but to me as well;

12and Iamsendinghimback toyouwith this letter – though
it is like tearing out of my heart.

13 For my own sake I should like to keep him with me, so
that, while I am in prison for the good news, he might attend
to mywants on your behalf.

14 But I do not wish to do anything without your consent,
because I want your generosity to be voluntary and not, as it
were, compulsory.

15 Itmay be that hewas separated fromyou for an hour, for
this reason, so that youmight have him back for ever,

16 no longer as a slave, but as something better – a dearly
loved friend and follower of the Lord, especially dear to me,
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and how much more so to you, not only as a person, but as
your fellow Christian!

17 If, then, you count me your friend, receive him as you
wouldme.

18 If he has caused you any loss, or owes you anything,
charge it to me.

19 I, Paul, put my own hand to it – I will repay youmyself. I
say nothing about your owingme your self.

20 Yes, friend, let me gain something from you because of
your union with the Lord. Cheer my heart by your Christlike
spirit.

21 Even as I write, I have such confidence in your compli-
ance with my wishes, that I am sure that you will do even
more than I am asking.

22 Please also get a lodging ready for me, for I hope that I
will be given back to you all in answer to your prayers.

Messages and Blessing
23 Epaphras, who is my fellow prisoner for Christ Jesus,

sends you his greeting;
24 and Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow

workers, send theirs.
25 May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ rest on your

souls.
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The Letter to the
Hebrews

Christ theMediator
1God, who, of old, at many times and in many ways, spoke

to our ancestors, by the prophets,
2has in these latter days spoken to us by the Son, whom he

appointed the heir of all things, and through whom hemade
the universe.

3 For he is the radiance of the glory of God and the expres-
sion of his being, upholding all creation by the power of his
word; and, when he had made an expiation for the sins of
humanity, he took his seat at the right hand of God’s Majesty
on high,

4having shown himself asmuch greater than the angels as
the name that he has inherited surpasses theirs.

5For to which of the angels did God ever say –
“You aremy Son; this day I have become your Father”?

or again –
“I will be to him a Father, and he will be to me a Son”?
6And again, when God brought the firstborn into the world,
he said –
“Let all the angels of God bow down before him.”
7 Speaking of the angels, he said –
“Hemakes the winds his angels

and the flames of fire his servants”;
8while of the Son he said –
“God is your throne for ever and ever;

the sceptre of his kingdom is the sceptre of Justice;
9You love righteousness and hates iniquity;

thereforeGod, yourGod, has anointedyouwith the festal
oil more abundantly than your peers.”

10Again –
“You, Lord, in the beginning did lay the foundation of the

earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands.

11They will perish, but you remain;
as a garment they will all grow old;
12As amantle you will fold them up,
and as a garment they will be changed,

but you are the same, and your years will know no end.”
13To which of the angels has God ever said –
“Sit you at my right hand
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until I put your enemies as a stool for your feet”?
14Are not all the angels spirits in the service of God, sent out
to minister for the sake of those who are destined to obtain
salvation?

2
1 Therefore we must give still more heed to what we were

taught, so we do not drift away.
2 For, if the message which was delivered by angels had

its authority confirmed, so that every offence against it, or
neglect of it, met with a fitting requital,

3howcanwe, of all people, expect to escape, ifwedisregard
sogreat a salvation? Itwas theMasterwhoat theoutset spoke
of this salvation, and its authority was confirmed for us by
those who heard him,

4while God himself added his testimony to it by signs, and
marvels, andmanydifferentmiracles, aswell asby imparting
the Holy Spirit as he saw fit.

5 God has not given to angels the control of that future
world of which we are speaking!

6No; a writer has declared somewhere –
“What are meremortals that you should remember them?

Or human beings that you should care for them?
7You havemade them, for a while, lower than angels;

with glory and honour you have crowned them;
you have set them over all that your hands havemade;

8you have placed all things beneath their feet.”

This “placing of everything” under humanity means that
there was nothing which was not placed under them. As yet,
however, we do not see everything placed under humanity.
9What our eyes do see is Jesus, who was made for a while
lower than angels, now, because of his sufferings and death,
crownedwith glory and honour; so that his tasting the bitter-
ness of death should, in God’s loving kindness, be on behalf
of all humanity.
10 It was, indeed, fitting that God, for whom and through
whom all things exist, should, when leading many children
to glory, make the author of their salvation perfect through
suffering.
11For hewho purifies, and thosewhomhe purifies, all spring
from One; and therefore he is not ashamed to call them his
brothers and sisters.
12He says –
“I will tell of your name tomy brothers and sisters,
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in themidst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
13And again –
“As for me, I will put my trust in God.”

And yet again –
“See, here am I and the children whomGod gaveme.”
14 Therefore, since human nature is the common heritage of
the children, Jesus also shared it, in order that by death he
might render powerless himwhose power lies in death – that
is, the devil –
15and somight deliver all those who, from fear of death, had
all their lives been living in slavery.
16 It was not, surely, to the help of the angels that Jesus came,
but to the help of the descendants of Abraham.
17 And consequently it was necessary that he should in all
points be made like his brothers and sisters, in order that
he might prove a merciful as well as a faithful high priest in
humanity’s relations with God, for the purpose of expiating
the sins of his people.
18The fact that he himself suffered under temptation enables
him to help those who are tempted.

3
1 Therefore, my Christian friends, you who, all alike, have

received the call fromheaven, fix your attention on Jesus, the
apostle and high priest of our religion.

2See how faithful hewas to the Godwho appointed him, as
Moses was in the whole house of God.

3 He has been deemed worthy of far higher honour than
Moses, just as the founder of the house is held in greater
regard than the house itself.

4 For every house has its founder, and the founder of the
universe is God.

5While the faithful service of Moses in the whole house of
God was that of a servant, whose duty was to bear testimony
to amessage still to come,

6 the faithfulness of Christ was that of a son set over the
house of God. And we are his house – if only we retain,
unshaken to the end, the courage and confidence inspired by
our hope.

7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says –
“If today you hear God’s voice,
8harden not your hearts, as when Israel provokedme

on the day when they triedmy patience in the desert,
9Where your ancestors triedmy forbearance,

and sawmymighty deeds for forty years.
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10Therefore I was sorely vexed with that generation,
and I said – ‘Their hearts are always straying;

they have never learnedmyways’;
11While inmywrath I swore –

‘They will never enter uponmy rest.’ ”
12 Be careful, friends, that there is never found in anyone
of you a wicked and faithless heart, shown by that person
separating themselves from the living God.
13Rather encourage one another daily –while there is a today
– to prevent anyone among you from being hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin.
14 For we now all share in the Christ, if indeed we retain,
unshaken to the end, the confidence that we had at the first.
15To use the words of scripture –
“If today you hear God’s voice,
harden not your hearts, as when Israel provokedme.”
16 Who were they who heard God speak and yet provoked
him? Were not they all those who left Egypt under the
leadership of Moses?
17And with whomwas it that God was sorely vexed for forty
years? Was not it with those who had sinned, and who fell
dead in the desert?
18 And who were they to whom God swore that they should
not enteruponhis rest, if not thosewhohadproved faithless?
19We see, then, that they failed to enter upon it because of
their want of faith.

4
1 We must, therefore, be very careful, though there is a

promise still standing that wewill enter upon God’s rest, that
none of you even appear to havemissed it.

2 For we have had the good news told us just as they had.
But the message which they heard did them no good, since
they did not share the faith of those whowere attentive to it.

3 Upon that rest we who have believed are now entering.
As God has said –
“In mywrath I swore –

‘They will never enter uponmy rest;’ ”

Although God’s work was finished at the creation of the
world;
4 for, in a passage referring to the seventh day, you will find
these words –
“God rested on the seventh day after all his work.”
5On the other hand, we read in that passage –
“They will never enter uponmy rest.”
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6Since, then, there is still a promise that somewill enter upon
this rest, and since those who were first told the good news
did not enter upon it, because of their disbelief,
7againGodfixed a day. “Today,”he said, speaking after a long
interval through the mouth of David, in the passage already
quoted –
“If today you hear God’s voice
harden not your hearts.”
8Now if Joshua had given “rest” to the people, Godwould not
have spoken of another and later day.
9There is, then, a Sabbath rest still awaiting God’s people.
10 For the person who enters upon God’s rest do themselves
rest after their work, just as God did.
11Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter upon that rest,
so that none of us fall through such disbelief as that of which
we have had an example.
12 God’s message is a living and active power, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing itswayuntil it penetrates soul
and spirit –not the joints only but themarrow – anddetecting
the inmost thoughts and purposes of themind.
13There is no created thing that can hide itself from the sight
of God. Everything is exposed and laid bare before the eyes
of him to whomwe have to give account.

14Wehave, then, in Jesus, the SonofGod, a great highpriest
who has passed into the highest heaven; let us, therefore,
hold fast to the faith which we have professed.

15Our high priest is not one unable to sympathise with our
weaknesses, but one who has in every way been tempted,
exactly as we have been, but without sinning.

16 Therefore, let us draw near boldly to the throne of love,
to find pity and love for the hour of need.

5
1 Every high priest, taken from among the people, is ap-

pointed as their representative in their relationswith God, to
offer both gifts and sacrifices in expiation of sins.

2 And he is able to sympathise with the ignorant and de-
luded, since he is himself subject to weakness,

3and is therefore bound to offer sacrifices for sins, not only
for the people, but equally so for himself.

4Nor does anyone take that high office on themselves, until
they have been called to do so by God, as Aaron was.
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5 In the same way, even the Christ did not take the honour
of the high priesthood on himself, but he was appointed by
himwho said to him –
“You aremy Son; this day I have become your Father”;
6and on another occasion also –
“You are a priest for all time of the order of Melchizedek.”
7 Jesus, in the days of his earthly life, offered prayers and
supplications, with earnest cries and with tears, to him who
was able to save him from death; and he was heard because
of his devout submission.
8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from his suffer-
ings;
9 and, being made perfect, he became to all those who obey
him the source of eternal salvation,
10 while God himself pronounced him a high priest of the
order of Melchizedek.

11Nowon this subject I havemuch to say, but it is difficult to
explain it to you, because youhave shownyourselves so slow
to learn.

12 For whereas, considering the time that has elapsed, you
ought to be teaching others, you still need someone to teach
you the alphabet of the divine revelation, and need again to
be fed withmilk instead of with “solid food.”

13For everyonewho still has to takemilk knows nothing of
the teaching of righteousness; they are amere infant.

14 But solid food is for Christians of mature faith – those
whose faculties have been trained by practice to distinguish
right fromwrong.

6
1 Therefore, let us leave behind the elementary teaching

about the Christ and press on to perfection, not always laying
over again a foundation of repentance for a lifeless formality,
of faith in God –

2 teaching concerning baptisms and the laying on of hands,
the resurrection of the dead and a final judgment.

3Yes and, with God’s help, we will.
4 For if those who were once for all brought into the light,

and learned to appreciate the gift from heaven, and came to
share in the Holy Spirit,

5 and learned to appreciate the beauty of the divine mes-
sage, and the new powers of the coming age –

6 if those, I say, fell away, it would be impossible to bring
them again to repentance; they would be crucifying the Son
of God over again for themselves, and exposing him to open
contempt.
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7Ground that drinks in the showers that from time to time
fall on it, and produces vegetation useful to those for whom
it is tilled, receives a blessing from God;

8but, if it bears thorns and thistles, it is regarded as worth-
less, it is in danger of being cursed, and its endwill be thefire.

9But about you, dear friends, even thoughwe speak in this
way, we are confident of better things – of things that point to
your salvation.

10ForGod is not unjust; hewill not forget thework that you
did, and the love that you showed for his name, in sending
help to your fellow Christians – as you are still doing.

11 But our great desire is that every one of you should be
equally earnest to attain to a full conviction that ourhopewill
be fulfilled, and that you should keep that hope to the end.

12 Then you will not show yourselves slow to learn, but
youwill copy thosewho, through faith and patience, are now
entering upon the enjoyment of God’s promises.

13WhenGod gave his promise to Abraham, since therewas
no one greater bywhomhe could swear, he swore byhimself.

14His words were –
“I will assuredly bless you and increase your numbers.”
15 And so, after patiently waiting, Abraham obtained the
fulfilment of God’s promise.
16 People, of course, swear by what is greater than them-
selves, andwith them an oath is accepted as putting amatter
beyond all dispute.
17 And therefore God, in his desire to show, with unmistak-
able plainness, to those who were to enter on the enjoyment
of what he had promised, the unchangeableness of his pur-
pose, bound himself with an oath.
18 For he intended us to find great encouragement in these
two unchangeable things, which make it impossible for God
to prove false – we, I mean, who fled for safety where we
might lay hold on the hope set before us.
19This hope is an anchor for our souls, secure and strong, and
it reaches into the sanctuary that lies behind the curtain,
20 where Jesus, our forerunner, has entered on our behalf,
after being made for all time a high priest of the order of
Melchizedek.

7
Paramount Priesthood of the Christ

1 It was this Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of
the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings, and gave him his blessing;
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2 and it was to him that Abraham allotted a tithe of all the
spoil. The meaning of his name is “king of righteousness,”
and besides that, he was also king of Salem, which means
“king of peace.”

3There is no record of his father, or mother, or lineage, nor
again of any beginning of his days, or end of his life. In this
he resembles the Son of God, and stands before us as a priest
whose priesthood is continuous.

4 Consider, then the importance of this Melchizedek, to
whomeven thepatriarchAbrahamhimself gavea tithe of the
choicest spoils.

5 Those descendants of Levi, who are from time to time
appointed to the priesthood, are directed to collect tithes
from the people in accordance with the Law – that is from
their own kindred, although they also are descended from
Abraham.

6 But Melchizedek, although not of this lineage, received
tithes from Abraham, and gave his blessing to the man who
had God’s promises.

7Nowno one can dispute that it is the superiorwho blesses
the inferior.

8 In the one case the tithes are received by people who are
mortal; in the other case by one about whom there is the
statement that his life still continues.

9Moreover, in a sense, even Levi, who is the receiver of the
tithes, has, through Abraham, paid tithes;

10 for Levi was still in the body of his ancestor when
Melchizedekmet Abraham.

11 If, then, perfection had been attainable through the
Levitical priesthood – and it was under this priesthood that
the people received the Law –whywas it still necessary that a
priest of a different order should appear, a priest of the order
of Melchizedek and not of the order of Aaron?

12With the change of the priesthood a change of the Law
became a necessity.

13 And he of whom all this is said belonged to quite a
different tribe, no member of which has ever served at the
altar.

14 For it is plain that our Lord had sprung from the tribe
of Judah, though of that tribe Moses said nothing about their
being priests.

15 All this becomes even yet plainer when we remember
that a new priest has appeared, resemblingMelchizedek,

16 and that he was appointed, not under a Law regulating
only earthly matters, but by virtue of a life beyond the reach
of death;

17 for that is the meaning of the declaration –
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“You are for all time a priest of the order of Melchizedek.”
18 On the one hand, we have the abolition of a previous
regulation as being both inefficient and useless
19 (for the Law never brought anything to perfection); and,
on the other hand, we have the introduction of a better hope,
which enables us to draw near to God.
20Then again, the appointment of this newpriestwas ratified
by an oath, which is not so with the Levitical priests,
21buthis appointmentwas ratifiedbyanoath,whenGod said
to him –
“The Lord has sworn, and will not change, ‘You are a priest

for all time.’ ”
22 And the oath shows the corresponding superiority of the
covenant of which Jesus is appointed the surety.
23 Again, new Levitical priests are continually being ap-
pointed, because death prevents their remaining in office;
24but Jesus remains for all time, and therefore thepriesthood
that he holds will never pass to another.
25And that is why he is able to save perfectly thosewho come
toGod through him, living for ever, as he does, to intercede of
their behalf.

26This was the high priest that we needed – holy, innocent,
spotless, withdrawn from sinners, exalted above the highest
heaven,

27onewhohasnoneed tooffer sacrificesdaily as thosehigh
priests have, first for their own sins, and then for those of
the people. For this he did once and for all, when he offered
himself as the sacrifice.

28The Law appoints as high priestsmenwho areweak, but
the words of God’s oath, which was later than the Law, name
the Son as, for all time, the perfect priest.

8
1To sumupwhat I have been saying: Such is the high priest

that we have, one who has taken his seat at the right hand of
the throne of God’s Majesty in heaven,

2where he serves in the sanctuary, in that true tent set up
by the Lord and not byman.

3Every high priest is appointed for the purpose of offering
gifts and sacrifices to God; it follows, therefore, that this high
priest must have some offering to make.

4 If he were, however, still on earth, he would not even be
a priest, since there are already priests who offer the gifts as
the Law directs.

5 (These priests, it is true, are engaged in a service which
is only a copy and shadow of the heavenly realities, as is
shown by the directions given to Moses when he was about
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to construct the tent. “Look to it,” are the words, “that you
make every part in accordance with the pattern shown you
on themountain.”)

6 But Jesus, as we see, has obtained a ministry as far
excelling theirs, as the covenant of which he is the interme-
diary, based, as it is, on better promises, excels the former
covenant.

7 If that first covenant had been faultless, therewould have
been no occasion for a second.

8But, finding fault with the people, God says –
“ ‘A time is coming,’ says the Lord,

‘When I will ratify a new covenant with the people of
Israel and with the people of Judah –

9Not such a covenant as I made with their ancestors
on the daywhen I took themby thehand to lead themout
of the land of Egypt.

For they did not abide by their covenant withme,
and therefore I disregarded them,’ says the Lord.

10 ‘This is the covenant that I will make with the people of
Israel

after those days,’ says the Lord.
‘I will impress my laws on their minds,

and will inscribe them on their hearts;
and I will be their God,

and they will be my people.
11 There will be no need for anyone to instruct their fellow

citizen,
or for a person to say to their relatives “Learn to know
the Lord”;

for everyone will knowme,
from the lowest to the highest.

12For I will be merciful to their wrongdoings,
and I will no longer remember their sins.’ ”

13 By speaking of a new covenant, God at once renders the
former covenant obsolete; and whatever becomes obsolete
and loses its force is virtually annulled.

9
The NewRevelation and the Old

1 It is true that even the first covenant had its regulations
fordivineworship, and its sanctuary – thoughonlyamaterial
one.

2 For a tent was constructed, with an outer part which
contained the stand for the lamps, and the table, and the
consecrated bread. This is called the sanctuary.

3The part of the tent behind the second curtain is called the
inner sanctuary.
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4 In it is the gold incense-altar, and the ark containing the
covenant, completely covered with gold. In the ark is a gold
casket containing the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and
the tablets on which the covenant was written;

5 while above it, and overshadowing the cover on which
atonementwasmade, are the cherubimof thepresence. Now
is not the time to discuss these things in detail.

6Such, then,was thearrangementof the tent. Into theouter
part priests are constantly going, in the discharge of their
sacred duties;

7 but into the inner only the high priest goes, and that but
once a year, and never without taking the blood of a victim,
whichhe offers onhis ownbehalf, and onbehalf of the errors
of the people.

8 By this the Holy Spirit is teaching that the way into the
sanctuarywashidden, as longas theouterpart of the tent still
remained.

9 For that was only a type, to continue down to the present
time; and, in keeping with it, both gifts and sacrifices are
offered, though incapable of satisfying the conscience of the
worshiper;

10 the whole system being concerned only with food and
drink and various ablutions – external ceremonials imposed
until the coming of the new order.

11But, when Christ came, he appeared as high priest of that
better systemwhichwasestablished; andheentered through
that nobler andmore perfect tent, notmade byhumanhands
– that is to say, not a part of this present creation.

12 Nor was it with the blood of goats and calves, but with
his own blood, that he entered, once and for all, into the
sanctuary, and obtained our eternal deliverance.

13 For, if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of
the ashes of a heifer, purify those who have been defiled (as
far as ceremonial purification goes),

14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who,
through his eternal Spirit, offered himself up to God, as
a victim without blemish, purify our consciences from a
lifeless formality, and fit us for the service of the living God!

15And that iswhyhe is the intermediaryof anewcovenant;
inorder that, as adeathhas takenplace toeffect adeliverance
from the offences committed under the first covenant, those
who have received the call may obtain the eternal inheri-
tance promised to them.

16Whenever such a covenant as a will is in question, the
death of the testator must of necessity be alleged.
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17For such a covenant takes effect only ondeath, it does not
come into force as long as the testator is alive.

18Thisexplainswhyeven thefirst covenantwasnot ratified
without the shedding of blood.

19 For, when every command had been announced to all
the people by Moses in accordance with the Law, he took the
blood of the calves and of the goats, with water, scarlet wool,
and a bunch of hyssop, and sprinkled even the book of the
Law, as well as all the people,

20 saying, as he did so – ‘This is the blood that renders valid
the covenant which God has commanded to be made with
you.’

21And in the samewayhe also sprinkledwith the blood the
tent and all the things that were used in public worship.

22 Indeed, under the Law, almost everything is purified
with blood; and, unless blood is shed, no forgiveness is to be
obtained.

23While, then, it was necessary for the copies of the heav-
enly realities to be purified by such means as these, the
heavenly realities themselves required better sacrifices.

24 For it was not into a sanctuary made by human hands,
which merely foreshadowed the true one, that Christ en-
tered, but into heaven itself, so that he might now appear in
the presence of God on our behalf.

25 Nor yet was it to offer himself may times, as year after
year the high priest entered the sanctuarywith an offering of
blood – but not his own blood;

26 for then Christ would have had to undergo death many
times since the creation of the world. But now, once and for
all, at the close of the age, hehas appeared, in order to abolish
sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27 And, as it is ordained for people to die but once (death
being followed by judgment),

28 so it is with the Christ. He was offered up once and for
all, to bear away the sins of many; and the second time he
will appear – but without any burden of sin – to those who
are waiting for him, to bring salvation.

10
1 The Law, though able to foreshadow the better system

whichwas coming, neverhad its actual substance. Its priests,
with those sacrificeswhich theyoffer continuously year after
year, can never make those who come to worship perfect.



Hebrews 10:2 435 Hebrews 10:18

2 Otherwise, would not the offering of these sacrifices
have been abandoned, as the worshipers, having been once
purified, would have had their consciences clear from sins?

3 But, on the contrary, these sacrifices recall their sins to
mind year after year.

4 For the blood of bulls and goats is powerless to remove
sins.

5That iswhy,whenhewascoming into theworld, theChrist
declared –
“Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you provide for

me a body;
6 You take no pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices
for sin.

7 So I said, ‘See, I have come’ (as is written of me in the pages
of the book),

‘To do your will, God.’ ”
8 First come the words – “You do not desire, nor do you
take pleasure in, sacrifices, offerings, burnt offerings, and
sacrifices for sin” (offerings regularly made under the Law),
9and then there is added – “See, I have come to do your will.”
The former sacrifices are set aside to be replacedby the latter.
10 And it is in the fulfilment of the will of God that we have
been purified by the sacrifice, once and for all, of the body of
Jesus Christ.
11Every other priest stands day after day at hisministrations,
and offers the same sacrifices over andover again – sacrifices
that can never take sins away.
12 But, this priest, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins,
which should serve for all time, “took his seat at the right
hand of God,”
13 and has since then been waiting “for his enemies to be put
as a stool for his feet.”
14 By a single offering he has made perfect for all time those
who are being purified.
15 We have also the testimony of the Holy Spirit. For, after
saying –
16 “ ‘This is the covenant that I will make with them

after those days,’ says the Lord;
‘I will impress my laws on their hearts,

and will inscribe them on their minds,’ ”
17 then we have –
“And their sins and their iniquities I will no longer remem-

ber.”
18 And, when these are forgiven, there is no further need of
an offering for sin.

Encouragement andWarning
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19 Therefore, friends, since we may enter the sanctuary
with confidence, in virtue of the blood of Jesus,

20by thewaywhichhe inaugurated forus –anewand living
way, a way through the sanctuary curtain (that is, his human
nature);

21 and, since we have in him “a great priest set over the
house of God,”

22 let us draw near to God in all sincerity of heart and in
perfect faith, with our hearts purified by the sprinkled blood
fromall consciousness ofwrong, andwithourbodieswashed
with pure water.

23Let usmaintain the confession of our hopeunshaken, for
he who has given us his promise will not fail us.

24Let us vie with one another in a rivalry of love and noble
actions.

25And let us not, as somedo, cease tomeet together; but, on
the contrary, let us encourage one another, and all the more,
now that you see the day drawing near.

26Remember, if we sin wilfully after we have gained a full
knowledge of the truth, there can be no further sacrifice for
sin;

27 there is only a fearful anticipation of judgment, and a
burning indignation which will destroy all opponents.

28Whensomeonedisregarded theLawofMoses, theywere,
on the evidence of two or three witnesses, put to death
without pity.

29Howmuchworse then, thinkyou,will be thepunishment
deserved by those who have trampled underfoot the Son of
God, who have treated the blood that rendered the covenant
valid – the blood by which they were purified – as if it were
not holy, and who have outraged the Spirit of love?

30We knowwho it was that said –
“It is for me to avenge, I will requite”;

and again –
“The Lord will judge his people.”
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

32Call to mind those early days in which, after you had re-
ceived the light, you patiently underwent a long and painful
conflict.

33 Sometimes, in consequence of the taunts and injuries
heaped on you, you became a public spectacle; and some-
times you suffered through having shown yourselves to be
the friends of peoplewhowere in the same position inwhich
you had been.
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34 For you not only sympathised with those who were in
prison, butyoueven took theconfiscationofyourpossessions
joyfully, knowing, as you did, that you had in yourselves a
greater possession and a lasting one.

35Do not, therefore, abandon the confidence that you have
gained, for it has a great reward awaiting it.

36 You still have need of patient endurance, in order that,
whenyouhavedoneGod’swill, youmayobtain the fulfilment
of his promise.
37 “For there is indeed but a very little while

before he who is coming will have come, without delay;
38and through faith the righteous will find life,

but, if anyone draws back,my heart can find no pleasure
in them.”

39Butwe do not belong to thosewho drawback, to their ruin,
but to those who have faith, to the saving of their souls.

11
Heroes of Faith

1 Faith is the realisation of things hoped for – the proof of
things not seen.

2And it was for faith that the people of oldwere renowned.
3Faith enables us to perceive that the universewas created

at the bidding of God – so that we know that what we seewas
not made out of visible things.

4Faithmade the sacrificewhichAbeloffered toGodabetter
sacrifice than Cain’s, and won him renown as a righteous
man, God himself establishing his renown by accepting his
gifts; and it is by the example of his faith that Abel, though
dead, still speaks.

5Faith led to Enoch’s removal from earth, so that he might
not experience death. “He could not be found because
God had removed him.” For, before his removal, he was
renowned as having pleased God;

6 but without faith it is impossible to please him, for he
who comes to God must believe that God exists, and that he
rewards those who seek for him.

7 It was faith that enabled Noah, after he had received the
divine warning about what could not then be foreseen, to
build, in reverent obedience, an ark in which to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world, and became
possessed of that righteousness which follows on faith.

8 It was faith that enabled Abraham to obey the call that he
received, and to set out for theplacewhichhewasafterwards
toobtainashisown; andhesetoutnotknowingwherehewas
going.
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9 It was faith that made him go to live as an emigrant in the
promised land – as in a strange country – living there in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, who shared the promise with him.

10For hewas looking for the citywith the sure foundations,
whose architect and builder is God.

11Again, itwas faith that enabledSarah to conceive (though
she was past the age for childbearing), because she felt sure
that he who had given her the promise would not fail her.

12And so from one man – and that when his powers were
dead – there sprang a people as numerous “as the stars in the
heavens or the countless grains of sand on the shore.”

13All these died sustained by faith. They did not obtain the
promised blessings, but they saw them from a distance and
welcomed the sight, and theyacknowledged themselves tobe
only foreigners and strangers on the earth.

14 Those who speak like this show plainly that they are
seeking their homeland.

15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left,
they could have found opportunities to return.

16 But no, they were longing for a better, a heavenly, land!
And therefore God was not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed he had already prepared them a city.

17 It was faith that enabled Abraham, when put to the
test, to offer Isaac as a sacrifice – he who had received the
promises offering up his only son,

18of whom it had been said –
“It is through Isaac that there will be descendants to bear

your name.”
19 For he argued that God was even able to raise a man from
the dead – and indeed, figuratively speaking, Abraham did
receive Isaac back from the dead.
20 Itwas faith that enabled Isaac to bless Jacob andEsau, even
with regard to the future.
21 Faith enabled Jacob, when dying, to give his blessing to
each of the sons of Joseph, and “to bow himself in worship
as he leant on the top of his staff.”
22 Faith caused Joseph, when his end was near, to speak of
the futuremigration of the Israelites, and to give instructions
with regard to his bones.
23Faith caused theparents ofMoses tohide the child for three
months after his birth, for they saw that he was a beautiful
child; and they would not respect the king’s order.
24 It was faith that caused Moses, when he was grown up, to
refuse the title of “son of a daughter of Pharaoh.”
25 He preferred sharing the hardships of God’s people to
enjoying the short-lived pleasures of sin.
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26 For he counted “the reproaches that are heaped on the
Christ” of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, looking
forward, as he did, to the reward awaiting him.
27 Faith caused him to leave Egypt, though undaunted by the
king’s anger, for hewas strengthened in his endurance by the
vision of the invisible God.
28 Faith led him to institute the Passover and the sprinkling
of the blood, so that the Destroyer might not touch the eldest
children of the Israelites.
29 Faith enabled the people to cross the Red Sea, as if it had
been dry land, while the Egyptians, when they attempted to
do so, were drowned.
30Faith caused thewalls of Jericho to fall afterbeingencircled
for seven days.
31 Faith saved Rahab, the prostitute, from perishing with
the unbelievers, after she had entertained the spies with
friendliness.

32 Need I add anything more? Time would fail me if I
attempted to relate the stories of Gideon, Barak, Samson, and
Jephthah, and those of David, Samuel, and the prophets.

33By their faith they subdued kingdoms, ruled righteously,
gained the fulfilment of God’s promises, shut the mouths of
lions,

34 quelled the fury of the flames, escaped the edge of the
sword, found strength in the hour of weakness, displayed
their prowess in war, and routed hostile armies.

35 Women received back their dead raised to life. Some
were tortured on thewheel, and refused release in order that
theymight rise to a better life.

36Othershad to face taunts andblows, andeven chains and
imprisonment.

37Theywere stoned todeath, theywere tortured, theywere
swan asunder, they were put to the sword; they wandered
about clothed in the skins of sheep or goats, destitute, perse-
cuted, ill-used –

38 people of whom the world was not worthy – roaming in
lonely places, and on the mountains, and in caves and holes
in the ground.

39 Yet, though they all won renown by their faith, they did
not obtain the final fulfilment of God’s promise;

40 since God had in view some better thing for us, so that
they would only reach perfection together with us.

12
1 Seeing, therefore, that there is on every side of us such

a throng of witnesses, let us also lay aside everything that
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hinders us, and the sin that clings about us, and run with
patient endurance the race that lies before us,

2our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfect example of
our faith, who, for the joy that lay before him, endured the
cross, heedless of its shame, and now “has taken his seat at
the right hand” of the throne of God.

3Weigh well the example of him who had to endure such
opposition from “people who were sinning against them-
selves,” so that you should not growweary or faint-hearted.

4You have not yet, in your struggle with sin, resisted to the
death;

5and you have forgotten the encouragingwordswhich are
addressed to you as God’s children –
“My child, think not lightly of the Lord’s discipline,

do not despondwhen he rebukes you;
6For it is himwhom he loves that he disciplines,

and he chastises every child whom he acknowledges.”
7 It is for your discipline that you have to endure all this. God
is dealing with you as his children. For where is there a child
whom his father does not discipline?
8 If you are left without that discipline, in which all children
share, it shows that you are bastards, and not true children.
9 Further, when our earthly fathers disciplined us, we re-
spected them. Should we not, then, much rather yield sub-
mission to the Father of souls, and live?
10 Our fathers disciplined us for only a short time and as
seemedbest to them; butGoddisciplines us for our true good,
to enable us to share his holiness.
11No discipline is pleasant at the time; on the contrary, it is
painful. But afterwards its fruit is seen in the peacefulness
of a righteous life which is the lot of those who have been
trained under it.
12 Therefore “lift again the down-dropped hands and
straighten the weakened knees;
13make straight paths for your feet,” so that the lame limb
may not be put out of joint, but rather be cured.

Conclusion
14Try earnestly to live at peacewith everyone, and to attain

to that purity without which no one will see the Lord.
15 Take care that no one fails to use the loving help of God,

“that no bitterness is allowed to take root and spring up, and
cause trouble,” and so poison the whole community.

16 Take care that no one becomes immoral, or irreligious
like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal.
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17 For you know that even afterwards, when he wished to
claim his father’s blessing, he was rejected – for he never
found an opportunity to repair his error – though he begged
for the blessing with tears.

18 It is not to tangible “flaming fire” that you have drawn
near, nor to “gloom, and darkness, and storm,

19 and the blast of a trumpet, and an audible voice.” Those
whoheard that voice entreated that theymighthearnomore,

20 for they couldnot bear to thinkof the command – “If even
an animal touches themountain, it is to be stoned to death;”

21 and so fearful was the sight that Moses said – “I tremble
with fear.”

22No, but it is to Mount Zion that you have drawn near, the
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to countless
hosts of angels,

23 to the festal gathering and assemblage of God’s firstborn
whose names are enrolled in heaven, to God the judge of
all people, to the spirits of the righteous who have attained
perfection,

24 to Jesus, the intermediary of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that tells of better things than the blood of
Abel.

25 Beware how you refuse to hear him who is speaking.
For, if the Israelites did not escape punishment, when they
refused to listen to himwho taught them on earth the divine
will, farworsewill it be for us, if we turn away fromhimwho
is teaching us from heaven.

26 Then his voice shook the earth, but now his declaration
is –
“Still oncemore Iwill cause not only the earth to tremble, but

also the heavens.”
27 And those words “still once more” indicate the passing
away of all that is shaken – that is, of all created things – in
order that only what is unshakenmay remain.
28Therefore, let us,whohave receivedakingdom that cannot
be shaken, be thankful, and so offer acceptable worship to
God, with awe and the deepest respect.
29For our God is “a consuming fire.”

13
1Let your love for the Lord’s followers continue.
2 Do not neglect to show hospitality; for, through being

hospitable, people have all unawares entertained angels.
3 Remember the prisoners, as if you were their fellow

prisoners, and the oppressed, not forgetting that you also are
still in the body.
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4 Let marriage be honoured by all and the married life be
pure; for God will judge those who are immoral and those
who commit adultery.

5Do not let your conduct be ruled by the love of money. Be
content with what you have, for God himself has said –
“I will never forsake you, nor will I ever abandon you.”
6Therefore wemay say with confidence –
“The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.

What canmere people do to me?”
7 Do not forget your leaders, who told you God’s message.
Recall the close of their lives, and imitate their faith.

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today – yes, and for
ever!

9Donot let yourselves be carriedawayby thevariousnovel
forms of teaching. It is better to rely for spiritual strength on
the divine help, than on regulations regarding food; for those
whose lives are guided by such regulations have not found
them of service.

10We are not without an altar; but it is one at which those
who still worship in the tent have no right to eat.

11 The bodies of those animals whose blood is brought by
the high priest into the sanctuary, as an offering for sin, are
burnt outside the camp.

12And so Jesus, also, to purify the people by his own blood,
suffered outside the gate.

13Therefore letusgoout tohim “outside thecamp,”bearing
the same reproaches as he;

14 for here we have no permanent city, but are looking for
the city that is to be.

15Throughhimletusoffer, asour sacrifice, continualpraise
to God – an offering from lips that glorify his name.

16Never forget to dokindly acts and to sharewhat youhave
with others, for such sacrifices are acceptable to God.

17Obey your leaders, and submit to their control, for they
are watching over your souls, since they will have to render
an account, so that theymay do it with joy, and not in sorrow.
That would not be to your advantage.

18Pray forus, forweare sure that our consciences are clear,
since our wish is to be occupied with what is good.

19 And I the more earnestly ask for your prayers, so that I
may be restored to you the sooner.

20MayGod, the source of all peace, who brought back from
the dead himwho, “by virtue of the blood that rendered valid
the unchangeable covenant, is the great shepherd of God’s
Sheep,” Jesus, our Lord –
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21may Godmake you perfect in everything that is good, so
that youmay be able to do his will. May he bring out in us all
that is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
all glory for ever and ever. Amen.

22 I beg you, friends, to bearwith thesewords of advice. For
I have written only very briefly to you.

23Youwill beglad tohear thatour friend, Timothy, hasbeen
set free. If he comes here soon, we will visit you together.

24 Give our greeting to all your leaders, and to all Christ’s
people. Our friends from Italy send their greetings to you.

25May God bless you all.
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The Letter from
James

Greeting
1 James, a servant ofGodandof theLord JesusChrist, greets

the twelve tribes that are living abroad.

Advice on Various Subjects
2 My friends, whatever trials you may face from time to

time, always regard them as a reason for rejoicing,
3knowing, as you do, that the testing of your faith develops

endurance.
4And let endurance do its work perfectly, so that you may

be altogether perfect, and in no respect lacking.
5 If any one of you lacks wisdom, they should ask wisdom

from theGodwho gives freely to everyonewithout reproach,
and it will be given to them.

6But they should ask with confidence, never doubting; for
the person who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven here
and there at themercy of the wind –

7 Such a person must not expect that they will receive
anything from the Lord,

8vacillating as they are, irresolute at every turn.
9Let a follower in humble circumstances be proud of their

exalted position,
10 but a rich follower of their humiliation; for the rich will

pass away like a wild flower.
11 As the sun rises, and the hot wind blows, the plant

withers, its flower fades, and all its beauty is gone. So is it
with the rich. In the midst of their pursuits they will wither
away.

12 Blessed is the person who remains firm under tempta-
tion, for, when they have stood the test, they will receive the
crown of life, which the Lord has promised to thosewho love
him.

13 Let no one say, when they are tempted, ‘It is God who is
tempting me!’ For God, who cannot be tempted to do wrong,
does not himself tempt anyone.

14A man is in every case tempted by their own passions –
allured and enticed by them.

15Then passion conceives and gives birth to sin, and sin, on
reachingmaturity, brings forth death.

16Do not be deceived, my dear friends.
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17Every good thing given us, and every perfect gift, is from
above, and comes down to us from the Father of the lights
in the heavens, who is himself never subject to change or to
eclipse.

18Becausehe sowilled, hegaveus life, through themessage
of the truth, so that we should be, as it were, a kind of first
fruits of his creation.

19 Mark this, my dear friends – Let everyone be quick to
listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry;

20 forhumanangerdoesnot forward the righteouspurpose
of God.

21 Therefore, get rid of all filthiness and whatever wicked-
ness still remains, and inahumble spirit receive thatmessage
which has been planted in your hearts and is able to save
your souls.

22 Put that message into practice, and do not merely listen
to it – deceiving yourselves.

23 For, when anyone listens to it and does not practice it,
they are like a person looking at their own face in amirror.

24They look at themselves, then go on their way,
25but the person who looks carefully into the perfect Law,

the Law of freedom, and continues to do so, not listening to it
and then forgetting it, butputting it intopractice – thatperson
will be blessed in what they do.

26 When a person appears to be religious, yet does not
bridle their tongue, but imposes on their own conscience,
that person’s religious observances are valueless.

27 That religious observance which is pure and spotless
in the eyes of God our Father is this – to visit orphans and
widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself uncontaminated
by the world.

2
Warning on Various Subjects

1My friends, are you really trying to combine faith in Jesus
Christ, our glorified Lord, with discrimination?

2 Suppose a visitor should enter your synagogue, with gold
rings and in grand clothes, and suppose a poor man should
come in also, in shabby clothes,

3 and you showmore respect to the visitor who is wearing
grand clothes, and say – ‘There is a good seat for you here,’
but to the poor man – ‘You must stand; or sit down there by
my footstool,’

4 Haven’t you made distinctions among yourselves, and
used evil standards of judgement?



James 2:5 446 James 2:22

5 Listen, my dear friends. Has not God chosen those who
are poor in the things of this world to be rich through their
faith, and to possess the kingdom which he has promised to
those who love him?

6 But you – you insult the poor man! Isn’t it the rich who
oppress you? Isn’t it they who drag you into law courts?

7 Isn’t it they who malign that honourable name spoken
over you at your baptism?

8 If youkeep the royal lawwhich runs – “Youmust loveyour
neighbour as you love yourself,” you are doing right;

9 but, if you discriminate, you commit a sin, and stand
convicted by that same law of being offenders against it.

10 For a person who has laid the Law, as a whole, to heart,
but has failed in one particular, is accountable for breaking
all its provisions.

11 He who said “You must not commit adultery” also said
“Youmust not murder.” If, then, you commit murder but not
adultery, you are still an offender against the Law.

12Therefore, speak and act as people who are to be judged
by the “Law of freedom.”

13 For there will be justice without mercy for the person
who has not actedmercifully. Mercy triumphs over Justice.

14My friends, what good is it if someone claims that they
have faith, but they do not prove it by actions? Can such faith
save them?

15 Suppose some brother or sister should be in need of
clothes and of daily bread,

16and one of you says to them – ‘Go, and peace bewith you;
keep warm and eat well!’ and yet you do not actually give
them the necessities of life, what good would it be to them?

17 In just the same way faith, if not followed by actions, is,
by itself, a lifeless thing.

18 Someone, indeed, may say – ‘You are a man of faith, and
I am aman of action.’
‘Then showme your faith,’ I reply, ‘apart from any actions,

and I will show youmy faith bymy actions.’
19 It is a part of your faith, is it not, that there is one God?

Good; yet even thedemonshave that faith, and tremble at the
thought.

20Nowdoyou reallywant to understand, fool, how it is that
faith without actions leads to nothing?

21 Look at our ancestor, Abraham. Was he not justified by
his actions after he had offered his son, Isaac, on the altar?

22You see how, in his case, faith and actions went together;
that his faith was perfected as the result of his actions;
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23 and that in this way the words of scripture came true
– ‘Abraham believed God, and that was regarded by God as
righteousness,’ and ‘Hewas called the friend of God.’

24You see, then, that a person is justifiedby actions, andnot
by faith alone.

25 Wasn’t it the same with the prostitute, Rahab? Was
she not justified by her actions, after she had welcomed the
messengers and helped them escape by another road?

26 Just as a body is dead without a spirit, so faith is dead
without actions.

3
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my friends,

because you know that we who teach will be judged more
strictly than others.

2We often make mistakes, every one of us. Anyone who
does not make mistakes when speaking is indeed a perfect
person, able to bridle their whole body as well.

3Whenwe put bits into horses’mouths tomake them obey
us, we change their course the rest of their bodies.

4 Again, think of ships. Large as they are, and even when
driven by fierce winds, they are guided by a very small
rudder and steered in whatever direction the man at the
helmmay determine.

5 So is it with the tongue. Small as it is, it is a great boaster.
Think how a tiny sparkmay set the largest forest ablaze!

6And the tongue is like a spark. It is aworld of unrighteous-
ness among the parts of our body. It contaminates the whole
body; it sets the whole course of our existence on fire, and is
itself set on fire by the flames of Gehenna.

7 For while all kinds of animals, birds and reptiles and sea
creatures can be tamed and have been tamed by humans,

8 no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless
plague! It is charged with deadly poison!

9With it we bless our Lord and Father, andwith it we curse
people who aremade “in God’s likeness.”

10 From the very same mouth come blessings and curses!
My friends, it is not right that this should be so.

11 Does a spring give both good and bad water from the
same source?

12Canafig tree,my friends, bearolives? Oravinebearfigs?
No, nor can a brackish well give good water.

13Who among you claims to be wise and intelligent? They
should show that their actions are the outcome of a good life
lived in the humility of true wisdom.
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14 But if you harbour bitter envy and a spirit of rivalry in
your hearts, do not boast or deny the truth.

15That is not thewisdomwhich comes from above; no, it is
earthly, animalistic, demonic.

16Forwhere envy and rivalry exist, there youwill also find
disorder and all kinds of bad, worthless actions.

17 But the wisdom from above is, before everything else,
pure; then peace-loving, gentle, open to conviction, rich in
compassion and good deeds, and free from partiality and
insincerity.

18 Justice is the harvest peacemakers will reap from seeds
sown in a spirit of peace.

4
1What is the cause of the fighting and quarrelling that goes

on among you? Isn’t it to be found in the desires which are
always at war within you?

2You crave, yet do not have, so you commit murder, so You
covet, yet cannot gain your end. You quarrel and fight. You
do not have, because you do not ask.

3 You ask, yet do not receive, because you ask for a wrong
purpose – to spend what you get on your pleasures.

4 Unfaithful people! Don’t you know that to be friends
with the world means to be at enmity with God? Therefore
whoever chooses to be friends with the worldmakes himself
an enemy to God.

5 Do you suppose scripture means nothing when it says,
“Envy results from the longings of the spirit which God has
implanted within you?”

6But he gives us greater grace; and that is why it says, –
“God opposes the haughty,

but gives grace to the humble.”

7 Therefore submit to God. Stand up to the devil, and he will
flee from you.
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Make
your hands clean, you sinners; and your hearts pure, you
vacillators!
9Grieve, mourn, and lament! Let your laughter be turned to
mourning, and your happiness to gloom!
10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
11 Do not disparage one another, friends. The person who
disparages others, or passes judgment on them, disparages
the Law and passes judgment on the Law. But, if you pass
judgment on the Law, you are not obeying it, but judging it.



James 4:12 449 James 5:9

12 There is only one lawgiver and judge – he who has the
power both to save and to destroy. So then who are you to
pass judgment on your neighbour?

13 Listen to me, you who say “Today or tomorrow we will
go to such and such a town and spend a year there, doing
business andmakingmoney,”

14yet youdonot knowwhat your lifewill be like tomorrow!
For you are but a puff of smoke that appears for a little while
and then vanishes.

15 Instead you should say “If the Lordwills, wewill live and
do this or that.”

16 But as it is, you are boasting presumptuously! All such
boasting is wicked.

17The person, then, who knowswhat is right but fails to do
it – that is sin in them.

5
1 Listen to me, you rich people, weep and wail for the

miseries that are coming upon you!
2 Your riches have wasted away, and your clothes have

becomemoth-eaten.
3Your gold and silver are rusted; and the rust on themwill

be evidence against you, and will eat into your flesh. It was
fire, so to speak, that you stored up for yourselves in these
last days.

4Listen! Thewages you have held back from the labourers
who mowed your fields are crying out against you, and the
outcries of your harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord
of Hosts!

5You have lived on earth a life of extravagance and luxury;
you have indulged your fancies in a time of bloodshed.

6You have condemned, you have murdered, the righteous
one! Must not God be opposed to you?

Concluding Appeal
7 Be patient, then, friends, until the coming of the Lord.

Even the farmerhas towait for the precious fruit of the earth,
watching over it patiently, until it has had the spring and
summer rains.

8And youmust be patient also, and not be discouraged; for
the Lord’s coming is near.

9 Do not make complaints against one another, friends,
or judgment will be passed on you. The judge is already
standing at the door!
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10 Friends, as an example of the patient endurance of
suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

11We count those who displayed such endurance blessed!
You have heard, too, of Job’s endurance, and have seen what
the Lord’s purpose was, for “the Lord is full of pity and
compassion.”

12 Above all things, my friends, never take an oath, either
by heaven, or by earth, or by anything else. Let your “Yes”
suffice for yes, and “No” for no, so that you may escape
condemnation.

13 If anyone of you is in trouble, they should pray; if anyone
is happy, they should sing hymns.

14 If anyone of you is ill, they should send for the church
elders, and let them pray over them, anointing themwith oil
in the name of the Lord.

15 The prayer offered in faith will save the person who is
sick, and the Lord will raise them from their bed; and if they
have committed sins, they will be forgiven.

16Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for
one another, so that you may be cured. Great is the power of
a good person’s fervent prayer.

17 Elijah was only human like ourselves, but, when he
prayed fervently that itmightnot rain, no rain fell on the land
for three and a half years.

18And, when he prayed again, the clouds brought rain, and
the land bore crops.

19 My friends, should one of you be led astray from the
truth, and someone bring them back again,

20 be sure that the person who brings a sinner back from
their mistaken ways will save that person’s soul from death,
and will cover amultitude of sins.
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Peter’s First Letter
Introduction

1 To the people of God who are living abroad, dispersed
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Roman Asia, and
Bithynia,

2 and who were chosen in accordance with the foreknowl-
edge of God the Father, through the consecration of the Spirit,
to learn obedience, and to be purified by the sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ, from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.
May blessing and peace be yours in ever increasingmeasure.

The Christian’s Hope of Salvation
3 Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

whohas, in his greatmercy, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4 given us the new life of undying hope, that promises
an inheritance, imperishable, stainless, unfading, which has
been reserved for you in heaven –

5 for you who, through faith, are being guarded by the
power of God, awaiting a salvation that is ready to be re-
vealed in the last days.

6 At the thought of this you are full of exultation, though
(if it has been necessary) you have suffered for the moment
somewhat from various trials;

7 that the genuineness of your faith – a thing far more
precious thangold,which isperishable, yethas tobe testedby
fire –may win praise and glory and honour at the appearing
of Jesus Christ.

8 Though you have never seen him, yet you love him;
though you do not even now see him, yet you believe in him,
and exalt with a triumphant happiness too great for words,

9as you receive the reward of your faith in the salvation of
your souls!

10 It was this salvation that the prophets, who spoke long
ago of the blessing intended for you, sought, and strove to
comprehend;

11 as they strove to discern what that time could be, to
which the Spirit of Christ within them was pointing, when
foretelling the sufferings that Christ would have to endure,
and the glories that would follow.

12 And it was revealed to them that it was not for them-
selves, but for you, that they were acting as Ministers of the
truths which have now been told to you, by those who, with
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the help of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, have brought
you the good news – truths into which even angels long to
look.

The Christian’s Character
13Therefore concentrate yourminds,with the strictest self-

control, and fix your hopes on the blessing that is coming for
you at the appearing of Jesus Christ.

14Be like obedient children; do not let your lives be shaped
by the passions which once swayed you in the days of your
ignorance,

15 but in your whole life show yourselves to be holy, after
the pattern of the Holy One from whom you received your
call.

16For scripture says –
“Youwill be holy, because I am holy.”
17And since you call onhimas “Father,”who judges everyone
impartially by what he has done, let respectful awe be the
spirit of your lives during the time of your stay on earth.
18 For you know that it was not by perishable things, such as
silver and gold, that you were ransomed from the aimless
way of living which was handed down to you from your
ancestors,
19 but by precious blood, as it were of a lamb, unblemished
and spotless, the blood of Christ.
20Destined for this before the beginning of the world, he has
been revealed in these last days for your sakes,
21who, through him, are faithful to Godwho raised him from
the dead and gave him honour, so that your faith and hope
are now in God.

22 Now that, by your obedience to the truth, you have
purified your lives, so that there is growing up among you a
genuine affection, love one another earnestly with all your
hearts;

23 since your new life has come, not from perishable, but
imperishable, seed, through the message of the Everliving
God.

24For –
“All earthly life is but as grass,

and all its splendour as the flower of grass.
The grass fades,

its flower falls,
25but the teaching of the Lord remains for ever.”

And that is the teaching of the goodnewswhich has been told
to you.



1 Peter 2:1 453 1 Peter 2:15

2
1Now that you have donewith all malice, all deceitfulness,

insincerity, jealous feelings, and all backbiting,
2 like newly born infants, crave pure spiritual milk, so that

youmay be enabled by it to grow until you attain salvation –
3 since “you have found by experience that the Lord is

kind.”
4Come tohim, then, as to a living stone, rejected, indeed, by

men, but in God’s eyes choice and precious;
5 and, as living stones, form yourselves into a spiritual

house, to be a consecrated priesthood, for the offering of
spiritual sacrifices that will be acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

6For there is a passage of scripture that runs –
“See, I am placing in Zion a choice and precious cornerstone;

and those who believe in him will have no cause for
shame.”

7 It is to you, then, who believe in him that he is precious,
but to those who do not believe he is “a stone which, though
rejected by the builders, has now itself become the corner-
stone,”
8 and “a stumbling-block, and a rock which will prove a
hindrance.” They stumble because they do not accept the
message. This was the fate destined for them.
9 But you are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a conse-
crated nation, God’s own people,” entrusted with the procla-
mationof the goodness of himwhocalled youout of darkness
into his wonderful light.
10 Once you were “not a people,” but now you are “God’s
people”; once you “had not foundmercy,” but now you “have
foundmercy.”

Practical Appeals in view of the Dangers of the Times.
11 Dear friends, I beg you, as pilgrims and strangers on

earth, to refrain from indulging the cravings of your earthly
nature, for theymake war on the soul.

12Let your daily life among the Gentiles be so upright, that,
whenever they malign you as evildoers, they may learn, as
they watch, from the uprightness of your conduct, to praise
God “at the time when he will visit them.”

13Submit to all human institutions for theLord’s sake, alike
to the emperor as the supreme authority,

14 and to governors as sent by him to punish evildoers and
to commend those who do right.

15 For God’s will is this – that you should silence the igno-
rance of foolish people by doing what is right.
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16Act as free people, yet not using your freedomas those do
whomake it a cloak for wickedness, but as Servants of God.

17 Show honour to everyone, love the Lord’s followers,
“revere God, honour the emperor.”

18 Those of you who are domestic servants should always
be submissive and respectful to their masters, not only to
those who are good and considerate, but also to those who
are arbitrary.

19For this wins God’s approval when, because conscious of
God’s presence, a personwho is sufferingunjustly bears their
troubles patiently.

20What credit can you claimwhen, after doing wrong, you
takeyourpunishment for it patiently? But, on theotherhand,
if, after doing right, you take your sufferings patiently, that
does win the approval of God.

21 For it was to this that you were called! For Christ, too,
suffered – on your behalf – and left you an example, that you
should follow in his steps.

22He “never sinned, norwas anything deceitful ever heard
from his lips.”

23 He was abused, but he did not answer with abuse; he
suffered, but he did not threaten; he entrusted himself to him
whose judgments are just.

24 And he “himself carried our sins” in his own body to
the cross, so that we might die to our sins, and live for
righteousness. “His bruising was your healing.”

25 Once you were straying like sheep, but now you have
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

3
1 Again, you married women should submit to your hus-

bands, so that if any of them reject the message, they may,
apart from themessage, be won over, by the conduct of their
wives,

2as they see your pure, reverent conduct.
3 Yours should be, not the external adornment of the

arrangement of the hair, the wearing of jewellery, or the
putting on of dresses,

4but the inner life with the imperishable beauty of a quiet
and gentle spirit; for this is very precious in God’s sight.

5 It was by this that the holy women of old, who rested
their hopes on God, adorned themselves; submitting to their
husbands,

6 as Sarah did, who obeyed Abraham, and called him
master. And you are her true children, as long as you live
good lives, and let nothing terrify you.
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7 Again, those of you who are married men should live
considerately with their wives, showing due regard to their
sex, as physically weaker than their own, and not forgetting
that they share with you in the gift of life. Then you will be
able to pray without hindrance.

8 Lastly, you should all be united, sympathetic, full of love
for each other, kind-hearted, humble-minded;

9 never returning evil for evil, or abuse for abuse, but, on
the contrary, blessing. It was to this that you were called – to
obtain a blessing!
10 “The person whowants to enjoy life

and see happy days –
they should keep their tongue from evil

and their lips from deceitful words,
11 they should turn from evil and do good,

They should seek for peace and follow after it;
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

and his ears are attentive to their prayers,
but the face of the Lord is set against those who do
wrong.”

13 Who, indeed, is there to harm you, if you prove your-
selves to be eager for what is good?

14 Even if you should suffer for righteousness, count your-
selves blessed! “Do not let people terrify you, or allow
yourselves to be dismayed.”

15Revere the Christ as Lord in your hearts; always ready to
give an answer to anyone who asks your reason for the hope
that you cherish, but giving it with courtesy and respect,

16 and keeping your consciences clear, so that, whenever
you are maligned, those who vilify your good and Christian
conduct may be put to shame.

17 It is better that you should suffer, if that should be God’s
will, for doing right, than for doing wrong.

18For Christ himself died to atone for sins once for all – the
goodonbehalf of the bad – that hemight bring you toGod; his
body being put to death, but his spirit entering on new life.

19And it was then that hewent and preached to the impris-
oned spirits,

20 who once were disobedient, at the time when God pa-
tiently waited, in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared; in which some few lives, eight in all, were saved
bymeans of water.

21 And baptism, which this foreshadowed, now saves you
– not the mere cleansing of the body, but the search of a
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clear conscience afterGod – through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,

22 who has gone into heaven, and is at God’s right hand,
where angels and archangels and the powers of heaven now
yield submission to him.

4
1 Since, then, Christ suffered in body, arm yourselves with

the same resolve as he; for he who has suffered in body has
ceased to sin,

2 and so will live the rest of his earthly life guided, not by
human passions, but by the will of God.

3Surely in thepast youhave spent timeenough livingas the
Gentiles delight to live. For your path has lain among scenes
of debauchery, licentiousness, drunkenness, revelry, hard-
drinking, and profane idolatry.

4 And, because you do not run to the same extremes of
profligacy as others, they are astonished, andmalign you.

5But theywill have to answer for their conduct to himwho
is ready to judge both the living and the dead.

6For that was why the good news was told to the dead also
– that, after they have been judged in the body, as people are
judged, theymight live in the spirit, as God lives.

7 But the end of all things is near. Therefore exercise self-
restraint and be calm, so that youmay be able to pray.

8Above all things, let your love for one another be earnest,
for “Love throws a veil over countless sins.”

9Never grudge hospitality to one another.
10 Whatever the gift that each has received, use it in the

service of others, as good stewards of the varied bounty of
God.

11When anyone speaks, they should speak as one who is
delivering the oracles of God. When anyone is endeavouring
to serve others, they should do so in reliance on the strength
which God supplies; so that in everything God may be hon-
oured through Jesus Christ – to whom be ascribed all honour
andmight for ever and ever. Amen.

12Dear friends, do not be astonished at the trial of fire that
you are passing through, to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you.

13No, the more you share the sufferings of the Christ, the
more may you rejoice, that, when the time comes for the
manifestation of his glory, youmay rejoice and exult.
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14 If you are insulted for bearing the name of Christ, count
yourselves blessed; because the divine glory and the Spirit of
God are resting on you.

15 I need hardly say that no one among you must suffer
as a murderer, or a thief, or a criminal, or for interfering in
matters which do not concern Christians.

16But, if someone suffers as a Christian, they should not be
ashamed of it; they should bring honour to God even though
they bear that name.

17 For the time has come for judgment to begin with the
house of God; and, if it begins with us, what will be the end
of those who reject God’s good news?

18 If “a good person is saved only with difficulty, what will
become of the godless and the sinful?”

19Therefore, I say, let thosewho suffer, because Godwills it
so, commit their lives into the hands of a faithful Creator, and
persevere in doing right.

5
Conclusion

1 As for the older ones among you, who are elders in the
church, I, their fellow elder, and a witness to the sufferings
of the Christ, who will also share in the glory that is to be
revealed –

2 I beg you to be true shepherds of the flock of God among
you, not because you are compelled, but of your own free
will; not from a base love of gain, but with a ready spirit;

3not as lords of your charges, but as examples to yourflock.
4Then, when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the

crown of glory that never fades.
5 Again, you younger ones should show deference to the

older. And all of you should put on the badge of humility in
mutual service, for “God is opposed to theproud, but giveshis
help to the humble.”

6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of
God, so that hemay exalt you in his good time,

7 layingall youranxieties onhim, forhemakesyouhis care.
8 Exercise self-control, be watchful. Your adversary, the

devil, like a roaring lion, is prowling about, eager to devour
you.

9 Stand firm against him, strong in your faith; knowing,
as you do, that the sufferings which you are undergoing are
being endured to the full by the Lord’s followers throughout
the world.
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10 God, from whom all help comes, and who called you,
by your union with Christ, into his eternal glory, will, when
youhave suffered for a littlewhile, himself perfect, establish,
strengthen you.

11To him be ascribed dominion for ever. Amen.
12 I havebeenwriting toyoubrieflyby thehandof Silas, our

true-hearted friend (for so I regard him), to encourage you,
and to bear my testimony that in what I have written is to be
found the true love of God. On that take your stand.

13 Your sister church in “Babylon” sends you greeting, and
so does Mark, who is as a son tome.

14Greet one another with the kiss of love.

MayGod give his peace to you all in your unionwith Christ.
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Peter’s Second Letter
Introduction

1 To those to whom, through the justice of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ, there has been granted faith equally
privileged with our own, from Simon Peter, a servant and an
apostle of Jesus Christ.

2May blessing and peace be yours in ever increasing mea-
sure, as you advance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus,
our Lord.

3For his divine power has given us everything that is need-
ful for a life of piety, as we advance in the knowledge of him
who called us by a glorious manifestation of his goodness.

4 For it was through this that he gave us what we prize as
the greatest of his promises, that through them you might
participate in the divine nature, now that you have fled from
the corruption in the world, resulting from human passions.

5 Yes, and for this reason do your best to supplement your
faith by goodness, goodness by knowledge,

6 knowledge by self-control, self-control by endurance, en-
durance by piety,

7piety bymutual affection, andmutual affection by love.
8For, when these virtues are yours, in increasingmeasure,

they prevent your being indifferent to, or destitute of, a fuller
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 Surely the person who has not these virtues is short-
sighted even to blindness, and has chosen to forget that they
have been purified from their sins of the past!

10 Therefore, friends, do your best to put God’s call and
selection of you beyond all doubt; for, if you do this, you will
never fall.

11For in thisway youwill be given a triumphant admission
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ.

The Transfiguration and the “Second Coming” of the Christ
12 Iwill, therefore, alwaysbe ready to remindyouof all this,

even though you know it and are firmly established in the
truth that you now hold.

13 But I think it my duty, as long as I live in this “tent,” to
rouse you by awakeningmemories of the past;

14 for I know that the time for this “tent” of mine to be put
away is sooncoming, as ourLord JesusChrist himself assured
me.
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15 So I will do my best to enable you, at any time after my
departure, to call these truths to mind.

16For wewere not following cleverly devised stories when
we told you of the coming in power of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we had been eye-witnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received honour and glory from God the Father,
when from the glory of the Divine Majesty there were borne
to his earswords such as these – “This ismy dearly loved son,
who brings me great joy.”

18 These were the words that we heard, borne to our
ears from heaven, when we were with him on that sacred
mountain.

19 And still stronger is the assurance that we have in the
teaching of the prophets; to which you will do well to pay
attention (as if itwere a lamp shining in a gloomyplace), until
the day dawns and themorning star rises in your hearts.

20Butfirstbeassuredof this: There isnoprophetic teaching
found in scripture that can be interpreted by a person’s
unaided reason;

21 for noprophetic teaching ever came in the old days at the
mere wish of people, but people, moved by the Holy Spirit,
spoke direct from God.

2
Warning against separating Christianity from aHoly Life

1 But there were false prophets also in the nation, just as
there will be false teachers among you, people who will se-
cretly introduce ruinous divisions, disowning even the Lord
who bought them, and bringing speedy ruin on themselves.

2 There will be many, too, who will follow their licentious
courses, and cause the way of the truth to bemaligned.

3 In their covetousness theywill try tomake you a source of
profit by their fabrications; but for a long time past their sen-
tence has not been standing idle, nor their ruin slumbering.

4 Remember, God did not spare angels when they sinned,
but sent them down to Tartarus, and consigned them to
caverns of darkness, to be kept under guard for judgment.

5 Nor did he spare the world of old; though he preserved
Noah, the preacher of righteousness, and seven others, when
he brought a flood on the godless world.

6 He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and
reduced them to ashes, holding them up as a warning to the
godless of what was in store for them;

7 but he rescued righteous Lot, whose heart was vexed by
the wanton licentiousness of his neighbours;
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8 for, seeing and hearing what he did, as he lived his
righteous life among them, day after day, Lot’s righteous soul
was tortured by their wicked doings.

9 The Lord, therefore, knows how to deliver the pious
from temptation, and to keep the wicked, who are even now
suffering punishment, in readiness for “the day of judgment”
–

10 especially those who, following the promptings of their
lower nature, indulge their polluting passions anddespise all
control. Audacious and self-willed, they feel no awe of the
celestial beings, maligning them,

11 even where angels, though excelling them in strength
and power, do not bring against them a malignant charge
before the Lord.

12 These people, however, like animals without reason,
intended by nature to be caught and killed – these people,
I say, malign those of whom they know nothing, and will
assuredly perish through their own corruption,

13 suffering themselves, as the penalty for the suffering
that they have inflicted. They think that pleasure consists in
the self-indulgence of the moment. They are a stain and a
disgrace, indulging, as they do, in their wanton revelry, even
while joining you at your feasts.

14They have eyes only for adulteresses, eyes never tired of
sin; they entice weak souls; their minds are trained to covet;
they live under a curse.

15 Leaving the straight road, they have gone astray and
followed in the steps of Balaam, the son of Beor, who set his
heart on the reward for wrongdoing,

16 but was rebuked for his offence. A dumb animal spoke
with a human voice, and checked the prophet’s madness.

17 These people are like springs without water, or mists
driven before a gale; and for them the blackest darkness has
been reserved.

18Withboastful and foolish talk, theyappeal to thepassions
of people’s lower nature, and, by their profligacy, entice
those who are just escaping from the people who live such
misguided lives.

19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are
slaves to corrupt habits; for a person is the slave of anything
to which they give way.

20 If, after having escaped the polluting influences of the
world, through knowing our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
people are again entangled in them, and give way to them,
their last state has becomeworse than their first.

21 It would, indeed, have been better for them not to have
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known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to
turn away from the holy command delivered to them.

22 In their case is seen the truth of the proverb – “A dog
returns to what it has vomited” and “A sow after washing to
her wallowing-place in themud.”

3

AReassertion of the “Second Coming” of the Christ
1 This, dear friends, is my second letter to you. In both

of them I have tried, by appealing to your remembrance, to
arouse your better feelings.

2 I want you to recall what was foretold by the holy
prophets, as well as the command of our Lord and Saviour
given to you through your apostles.

3 First be assured of this, that, as the age draws to an end,
scoffers, led by their own passions,

4 will come and ask scoffingly – “Where is his promised
coming? Ever since our ancestors passed to their rest, ev-
erything remains just as it was when the world was first
created!”

5 For they wilfully shut their eyes to the fact that long ago
the heavens existed; and the earth, also – formedout ofwater
and by the action of water, by the fiat of God;

6and that by the samemeans theworldwhich then existed
was destroyed in a deluge of water.

7But the present heavens and earth, by the same fiat, have
been reserved for fire, and are being kept for the day of the
judgment and destruction of the godless.

8 But you, dear friends, must never shut your eyes to the
fact that, to the Lord, one day is the same as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slow to fulfil his promise, as some count
slowness; but he is forbearing with you, as it is not his will
that any of you should perish, but that all should be brought
to repentance.

10The day of the Lordwill come like a thief; and on that day
the heavenswill pass awaywith a crash, the elements will be
burnt up and dissolved, and the earth and all that is in it will
be disclosed.

11Now, since all these things are in the process of dissolu-
tion, think what you yourselves ought to be – what holy and
pious lives you ought to lead,
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12while youwait for the comingof thedayofGodand strive
to make it come soon*. At its coming the heavens will be
dissolved in fire, and the elements melted by heat,

13 but we look for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousnesswill have its home, in fulfilment of the promise
of God.

14 Therefore, dear friends, in expectation of these things,
make every effort to be foundbyhim spotless, blameless, and
at peace.

15 Regard our Lord’s forbearance as your one hope of
salvation. This iswhatourdear friendPaulwrote toyou,with
the wisdom that God gave him.

16 It is the same in all his letters, when he speaks in them
about these subjects. There are some things in them difficult
to understand, which untaught and weak people distort, just
as they do all other writings, to their own ruin.

17 You must, therefore, dear friends, now that you know
this beforehand, be on your guard against being led away
by the errors of reckless people, and so lapsing from your
present steadfastness;

18 and advance in the love and knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ. All glory be to him now and for ever.

* 3:12Or: and desire its coming.
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John’s First Letter
Preface

1We write to you about the Word of life, which has been
in existence from the beginning. We write of what we have
heard, of what we have seen with our eyes, of what we
watched reverently and touched with our hands.

2 That life was made visible, and we have seen it. We bear
our testimony to it, and tell you of that eternal life whichwas
with the Father and wasmade visible to us.

3 It is of whatwe have seen and heard that we now tell you,
so that youmay have fellowship with us. And our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.

4Wearewritingall this toyou thatour joymaybecomplete.
Fellowship with God

5 This is the message which we have heard from him and
announce to you: God is light, and there is nodarkness inhim
at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him and yet
continue towalk in the darkness, ourwords and our lives are
a lie.

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we say, ‘we have no sin,’ then we are deceiving our-
selves, and the truth is not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is just and may be trusted to
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all wrongdoing.

10 If we say that we haven’t sinned, wemake God a liar, and
hisWord is not in us.

2
1Mychildren, I amwriting to you to keep you fromsinning.

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father
– Jesus Christ, the righteous.

2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours
only, but the sins of the whole world.

3 It is by keeping God’s commands that we can be sure we
know him.

4 Whoever says ‘I know him,’ but does not keep his com-
mands, is a liar. The truth has no place in them.

5But the personwho keeps God’s word, in them the love of
God has indeed reached its perfection. This is howwe can be
sure we are in him:
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6whoever claims to live in him should live just as Jesus did.
A new commandment

7 Dear friends, it is no new command that I am writing
to you, but an old command, which you have had from
the beginning. That old command is the message you have
already heard.

8Yet, in away, it is a new command that I amwriting to you
– which is shown true in Christ’s life and in yours – for the
darkness is passingawayand the true light is already shining.

9 The person who says that they are in the light, and yet
hates others, is still in the darkness.

10 The person who loves others is always in the light, and
there is nothing within them to cause them to stumble.

11The personwho hates is in the dark. They stumble along
in the darkness; they do not know where they are going
because the darkness blinds them.

Those who knowGod should not love the world
12Little children, I amwriting to you

because your sins have been forgiven for Christ’s sake.
13Parents, I amwriting to you

because you have come to know himwho has been from
the beginning.

Young people, I amwriting to you
because you have conquered the evil one.

Children, I write to you
because you have come to know the Father.

14Parents, I write to you
because you have learned to know him who has been
from the beginning.

Young people, I write to you
because you are strong,
and God’s message is always in your hearts,
and you have conquered the evil one.

15Do not love the world or what the world can offer. When
anyone loves the world, there is no love for the Father in
them.

16 For all that the world can offer – the desires for physical
pleasure, the enticements to the eye, the arrogance of wealth
– belongs, not to the Father, but to the world.

17 And the world, and all that it gratifies, is passing away,
but they who do God’s will remain for ever.

Warnings against an antichrist
18 My children, it is the last hour. You were told that an

antichrist was coming; and many antichrists have already
arisen. This is why we know that this is the last hour.
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19These people come from our ranks, but they were never
trulypart ofus – if theyhadbeen then theywouldhave stayed
withus. They left so itwouldbe clear that none of themreally
belonged to us.

20You, however, have been annointed by theHolyOne. You
all know the truth.

21 I am not writing to you because you do not know the
truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie can
come from the truth.

22Who is a liar, if not the one who denies that Jesus is the
Christ? That person is the antichrist – one who rejects the
Father and the Son.

23No one who rejects the Son has the Father; to acknowl-
edge the Son is to have the Father also.

24 As for you, you must let what you have heard from the
beginning continue to live in you. If what you heard from the
beginning dwells in you, youwill remain both in the Son and
the Father.

25And this is what he himself promised us – eternal life!
26 Inwriting this to you, I have inmind thosewhoare trying

to mislead you.
27 As for you, the anointing which you received from him

remains with you. You do not need anyone to teach you. His
anointing teaches you about everything. What it teaches you
is true, it is not a lie. Do what it has taught you: abide in him.

28Yes,my children, remain inhim, so thatwhenhe appears
our confidence doesn’t fail us, and we are not ashamed to
meet him at his coming.

29Since youknowhe is righteous, you realise that everyone
who does what is right is his child.

3
God’s Children

1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us: he lets
us be called God’s children! For that is what we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it has not
learned to know him.

2Dear friends,weareGod’s childrennow, andwhatwewill
be has not yet been revealed. Whatwe do know is that, when
it is revealed, we will be like him, because we will see him as
he is.

3And just as he is pure, everyonewho has this hope,makes
and keeps themselves pure.

4Everyone who lives sinfully is living in violation of God’s
law. Sin is lawlessness.

5You know that Christ appeared to take away our sins and
that there is no sin in him.
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6No one who lives in him continues to sin; the sinner has
not seen or known him.

7 My children, don’t let anyone mislead you. The person
whodoeswhat is right is righteous, just as Christ is righteous.

8 The person who lives in sin is a child of the devil, for
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. To undo the
devil’s work is the reason the Son of God appeared.

9No child of God sins, becauseGod’s nature dwells in them.
They can’t live in sin, because they are God’s children.

10By this it is made clear who are the children of God and
who are the devil’s: anyone who doesn’t do what is right or
doesn’t love others is not a child of God.

11For this is themessage we heard from the beginning: we
are to love one another.

12We must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one
andmurdered his brother. Why did he kill him? Because his
actions were evil, and his brother’s were righteous.

Love each other
13Do not be suprised, friends, if the world hates you.
14 We know that we have passed out of death into life,

because we love each other. The person who does not love
remains in a state of death.

15 The person who hates another is a murderer, and you
knowthatnomurdererhaseternal lifedwellingwithin them.

16This is howwe knowwhat love is: Christ gave his life for
us. So we should lay down our own lives for each other.

17 If anyone has material possessions, and sees one of our
own in need, but closes their heart against that person, how
can it be said that the love of God is within them?

18My children, our love must not be mere words or talk. It
must be true and show itself in actions.

19 This is how we will know we belong to the truth and
reassure ourselves in God’s presence:

20 though our conscience condemns us, God is greater than
our conscience and knows everything.

21 Dear friends, if our conscience does not condemn us,
then we approach Godwith confidence,

22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we
are keeping his commands, and are doing what pleases him.

23His command is that we should believe in his Son, Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as Christ commanded us.

24The person who keeps his commands dwells in God and
God dwells in them. Andwe are sure he lives in us because of
the Spirit he has given us.
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4
True and False Inspiration

1Dear friends, donot trust every spirit, but test the spirits to
seewhether they are fromGod, becausemany false prophets
have gone out into the world.

2 This is the way to recognise the Spirit of God: those who
acknowledge Jesus Christ as come in the flesh have God’s
Spirit,

3 while a spirit that doesn’t acknowledge Jesus isn’t from
God. Instead it is the spirit of the antichrist; you have heard
that it was coming, and it is now already in the world!

4 You, my children, come from God, and you have success-
fully resisted such people as these, because he who is in you
is greater than the one who is in the world.

5 Those people belong to the world and therefore they
speak as the world speaks, and the world listens to them.

6 We come from God. Whoever knows God listens to us;
the personwho does not come fromGod does not listen to us.
This is howwe distinguish the spirit of truth and the spirit of
deception.

God is love
7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes

fromGodandeveryonewho loves is a childofGodandknows
God.

8 Those who do not love know nothing of God, for God is
love.

9This is howGod showedhis love amongus: he sent his one
and only Son into the world that wemight live through him.

10This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be an atoning sacrifice for
our sins.

11Dear friends, since God loved us in this way, we should
love one another.

12Noonehas ever seenGod, but ifwe love oneanother, God
lives in us and his love reaches perfection within us.

13We know that we live in him, and he lives in us, because
he has given us ameasure of his Spirit.

14Moreover, we have seen for ourselves and testify that the
Father has sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

15 Whoever acknowledges that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, God lives in them, and they live in God.

16And sowehave come to knowandbelieve the lovewhich
God has for us.
God is love; andwhoever lives in love lives in God, andGod

lives in them.
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17 This is the way love has reached its perfection among
us, so that we may have confidence on the day of judgment,
because in this world we are like Christ.

18 There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out fear
because fear has to do with punishment. So anyone who is
afraid has not reached perfection in love.

19We love, because God first loved us.
20 If someone says “I love God,” and yet hates others, they

are a liar. For the person who does not love their brother
or sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they
have not seen.

21 Indeed, we have this command from Christ: Those who
love Godmust also love each other.

5
Faith and Confidence

1Everyonewho believes that Jesus is the Christ is a child of
God, and everyone who loves a parent loves his child.

2 By this we know that we love God’s children – when we
love God and carry out his commands.

3 For to love God is to do what he commands and his
commands are not a burden,

4 for whatever is born of God overcomes the world. What
is the victory by which the world is overcome? Our faith!

5Whocanovercome theworldbut thepersonwhobelieves
that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 Jesus Christ, the one who came by water and blood – not
bywater only but bywater and blood – and the Spirit testifies
to this because the Spirit is truth.

7 Indeed three testify:
8 the Spirit, thewater, and the blood, and these three agree.
9 We accept human testimony, surely God’s testimony is

even stronger! And God’s testimony is the testimony he has
given about his Son.

10 The person who believes in the Son of God has that
testimonywithin them. Thepersonwhodoesnot believeGod
has made God a liar, by not believing the testimony God has
given about his Son.

11And this is that testimony: God gave us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son.

12Whoever has the Son has life; whoeverwho doesn’t have
God’s Son does not have life.

Final words
13 I have written these things to you who believe in the

name of God’s Son, so that you may know that you have
eternal life.
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14We can approach him with this confidence, that when-
ever we ask anything that is in accordance with his will, he
listens to us.

15And ifwe knowhehears us –whateverwe ask –weknow
also that what we ask for is ours.

16 If anyone sees one of our people committing some sin
that is not a sin leading to death, they should ask, and God
will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to
death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that
you should pray about that.

17All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead
to death.

18We know that those who have been born of God do not
keep sinning. God protects his children and the evil one
cannot get hold of them.

19We know that we are God’s children, though the whole
world lies in the power of the evil one.

20Wealso know that the SonofGodhas comeandhas given
usunderstanding, so thatwemayknowthe trueGod –andwe
are in himwho is true, by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is
the true God and eternal life.

21My children, guard yourselves against false ideas of God.
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John’s Second Letter
Greetings

1 From the elder, to the lady chosen by God and her chil-
dren. I truly love you all, and I am not the only one but all
who know the truth love you as well.

2We love you for the sake of the truth, which lives in us and
will be with us forever.

3Grace, mercy, and peace will be ours – the gift of God, the
Father, andof JesusChrist, theFather’s Son – in truthand love.

Live in truth and love
4 It was a great joy to me to find the lives of some of your

children guided by the truth, in obedience to the command
that we received from the Father.

5And now I implore you, dear lady, let us love one another
This is not a new command I am writing to you. It is the
commandwe have had from the beginning. – Let us love one
another.

6 And this is love – to live in obedience to the Father’s
commands. This is the command as you learned from the
beginning, to live a life of love.

7 I say this because many deceivers have gone out into
the world – men who do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ
came in flesh and blood. Any such person is a deceiver and
antichrist.

8Take care so that you do notwhatwe haveworked for but
instead receive your full reward.

9 Anyone who goes beyond and fails to live inside of the
teaching of Christ does not have God. The person who lives
inside that teaching – they have both the Father and the Son.

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching,
do not receive them into your house or even welcome them;

11 because the person who welcomes them is sharing with
them in his evil work.

Final words
12 Though I have many other things to tell you, I would

rather not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to come and see
you, and to speakwith you face to face, so that our joymay be
complete.

13 The children of your sister, who is chosen by God, send
you their greetings.
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John’s Third Letter
Greetings

1 From the elder to his dear friend Gaius, whom he sin-
cerely loves.

2Dear friend, I pray that all may be well with you and that
you may have good health – I know that all is well with your
soul.

3 For it was a great joy to me, when some followers of the
Lord came and testified to your fidelity to the truth. I know
that your own life is guided by the truth.

4Nothing givesme greater pleasure than to hear from time
to time that the lives of my children are guided by the truth.

Gaius
5 Dear friend, you are faithful in all the things you do for

other followers – even when they are strangers to you.
6They themselves have testified before the church to your

love. You will do well to help them on their way in a manner
worthy of the service of God.

7For it was on behalf of Christ’s name that they set out, not
accepting even one thing from the Gentiles.

8 Therefore, we should support people like them, and so
take our share in their work for the truth.

Diotrephes and Demetrius
9 I wrote something to the church, but Diotrephes (who

loves to be the leader among them) doesn’t welcome us.
10 So if I come, I will bring up his actions in telling wicked

nonsense about us. Not contentwith that, he not only refuses
to personally welcome our friends who are followers, but
actually stops those who would, and expels them from the
church.

11Dear friend, do not follow a bad example, but a good one.
The person who does what is good is from God; the person
who does what is bad has never seen God.

12Everyonehasalwayshadagoodword forDemetrius, and
the truth itself speaks for him. Yes, and we also add our good
word, and you know that what we say is true.

Final words
13 I havemany things to tell you, but I would rather not use

pen and ink.
14 I hope to seeyousoon, and thenwewill speak face to face.
15 Peace be with you. The friends here send you their

greetings. Greet each one of our friends.
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The Letter from
Jude

Introduction
1 To those who, having received the call, have been loved

by God the Father and protected by Jesus Christ, From Jude, a
servant of Jesus Christ, and the brother of James.

2May mercy, peace, and love be yours in ever increasing
measure.

Warnings against moral corruption
3Dear friends, while I was making every effort to write to

you about our common salvation, I felt that I must write to
you at once to encourage you to fight in defence of the faith
that has once for all been entrusted to the keeping of Christ’s
people.

4For there have crept in among you certain godless people,
whose sentence has long since been pronounced, and who
make the mercy of God an excuse for profligacy, and disown
our only lord andmaster, Jesus Christ.

5Now I want to remind you – but you already know it all –
that, though the Lord delivered the people fromEgypt, yet he
afterwards destroyed those who refused to believe in him;

6 and that even those angels, who did not keep to their
appointed spheres, but left their proper homes, have been
kept by him for the judgment of the great day in everlasting
chains and black darkness.

7 Like Sodom and Gomorrah and the towns near them,
which gave themselves up to fornication, and fell into unnat-
ural vice, these angels now stand out as a warning, undergo-
ing, as they are, punishment in eternal fire.

8 Yet in the same way these people, too, cherishing vain
dreams, polluteourhumannature, reject control, andmalign
the celestial beings.

9Yet evenMichael, the archangel, when, in his disputewith
the devil, he was arguing about the body of Moses, did not
venture to charge him with maligning, but said merely “The
Lord rebuke you!”

10 But these people malign whatever they do not under-
stand; while they use such things as they know by instinct
(like the animals that have no reason) for their own corrup-
tion.

11Alas for them! They walk in the steps of Cain; led astray
by Balaam’s love of gain, they plunge into sin, andmeet their
ruin through rebellion like Korah.
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12These are the people who are blots on your “love-feasts,”
when they feast together and provide without scruple for
themselves alone. They are clouds without rain, driven
before the winds; they are leafless trees without a vestige of
fruit, dead through and through, torn up by the roots;

13 they are wild sea waves, foaming with their own shame;
they are “wandering stars,” for which the blackest darkness
has been reserved for ever.

14 To these people, as to others, Enoch, the seventh in
descent fromAdam, declared – “See! The Lord has comewith
his hosts of holy ones around him,

15 to execute judgment on all people, and to convict all god-
lesspeopleof all their godless acts,which in theirungodliness
they have committed, and of all the harsh words which they
have spoken against him, godless sinners that they are!”

16 These people are always murmuring, and complaining
of their lot; they followwhere their passions lead them; they
have arrogant words on their lips; and they flatter others for
the sake of what they can get from them.

17But you should, dear friends, recall whatwas foretold by
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

18 how they used to say to you – “As time draws to an
end, there will be scoffers, who will be led by their godless
passions.”

19 These are the people – animal and unspiritual – who
cause divisions.

20 But you must, dear friends, build up your characters
on the foundation of your most holy faith, pray under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit,

21 and keep within the love of God, while waiting for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, to bring you to eternal life.

22Tosomeshowpity, because theyare indoubt. “Drag them
out of the fire,” and save them.

23To others showpity, butwith caution, hating the clothing
polluted by their touch.

Ascription
24Tohimwho is able to guardyou from falling, and tobring

you into his glorious presence, blameless and rejoicing –
25 to the one God, our Saviour, be ascribed, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, glory, majesty, power, and dominion, as it
was before time began, is now, and will be for all time to
come. Amen.
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The Revelation to John
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him to

make known to his servants, concerning what must shortly
take place, andwhich he sent and revealed by his angel to his
servant John,

2who testified to the message of God and to the testimony
to Jesus Christ, omitting nothing of what he had seen.

3 Blessed is the one who reads, and blessed are they who
listen to, the words of this prophecy, and lay to heart what is
here written; for the time is near.

Messages to the Seven Churches
4 From John, to the seven churches which are in Roman

Asia. Blessing and peace be yours from himwho is, and who
was, and who will be, and from the seven spirits that are
before his throne,

5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn
from the dead, and the Ruler of all the kings of the earth. To
himwho loves us and freedus fromour sins byhis ownblood
–

6and hemade us a kingdomof priests in the service of God,
his Father! – to him be ascribed glory and dominion for ever.
Amen.

7He is coming among the clouds! Every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him and all the nations of the earth
will mourn over him. So will it be. Amen.

8“I amtheAlphaand theOmega,” says theLord, theGod
who is, andwhowas, andwhowill be, the Almighty.

9 I, John, who am your brother, and who share with you in
the suffering andkingship andenduranceof Jesus, foundmy-
self on the island called Patmos, for the sake of the message
of God and the testimony to Jesus.

10 I fell into a trance on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind
me a loud voice, like the blast of a trumpet.

11 It said – “Write what you see in a book and send it
to the seven churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamus,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see what voice it was that spoke to me; and
when I turned, I saw seven golden lamps,

13 and in the midst of the lamps one like a man, in a robe
reaching to his feet, andwith a golden sash across his breast.
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14 The hair of his head was as white as wool, as white as
snow; his eyes were like flaming fire;

15and his feet were like brass aswhenmolten in a furnace;
his voice was like the sound of many streams,

16 in his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
in the fulness of its power.

17And, when I saw him, I fell at his feet like one dead. He
laid his hand on me and said – “Do not be afraid. I am the
First and the Last,

18 the Everliving. I died, and I am alive for ever and
ever. And I hold the keys of death and of Hades.

19 Therefore write of what you have seen and of what
is happening now and of what is about to take place –

20 themysticmeaning of the seven starswhich you saw
inmyrighthand, and the sevengolden lamps. The seven
stars are theangels of the sevenchurches, and the seven
lamps are the seven churches.

2
1 ‘To the angel of the church in Ephesus write
Thesearethewordsofhimwhoholds thesevenstars

in his right hand, and walks among the seven golden
lamps:

2 I know your life, your toil and endurance, and I
know that you cannot tolerate evildoers. I know, too,
howyou tested thosewhodeclare that theyareapostles,
though they are not, and how you proved them false.

3 You possess endurance, and have borne much for
my name, and have never grownweary.

4 But this I have against you – You have abandoned
your first love.

5 Therefore remember from what you have fallen,
and repent, and live the life that you lived before; or
else, I will come and remove your Lamp from its place,
unless you repent.

6But this is in your favour –Youhate the life lived by
the Nikolaitans, and I also hate it.

7 Anyone with ears should hear what the Spirit is
saying to the churches. To him who conquers – to him
I will give the right to eat the fruit of the Tree of life,
which stands in the Paradise of God.

8 ‘To the angel of the church in Smyrnawrite:
These are the words of him who is the First and the

Last, who died, but is restored to life:
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9 I knowyourpersecution andyourpoverty – yet you
are rich! I know, too, the slander that comes from those
whodeclare that theyareGod’speople, *thoughtheyare
not, but are a congregation of Satan.

10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.
The devil is about to throw some of you into prison so
that youmay be tempted, andmay undergo persecution
for tendays. Be faithful even todeath, and Iwill giveyou
the Crown of life.

11 Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is
saying to the churches. Those who conquer will suffer
no hurt from the Second Death.

12 ‘To the angel of the church in Pergamuswrite:
These are thewords of himwhoholds the sharp two-

edged sword:
13 I know where you live, where the throne of Satan

stands. And yet you hold to my name, and you did not
disownmy faith even in the days of Antipas, my faithful
witness, who was put to death among you where Satan
dwells.

14 Yet I have a few things against you – You have
among you those who hold to the teaching of Balaam,
who taught Balak to put temptations in the way of the
Israelites, so that they should eat idol-offerings and
commit licentious acts.

15Again you have among you those who hold in the
sameway to the teaching of the Nikolaitans.

16Therefore repent, or else, I will come quickly and
contendwith such people with words that will cut like a
sword.

17 Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is
saying to the churches. To those who conquer – to them
I will give a share of the mystic manna, and I will give
them a white stone; and on the stone will be inscribed a
new name, which no one knows except the person who
receives it.

18 ‘To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes

are like flaming fire, andwhose feet are like brass:
19 I know your life, your love, faith, service, and

endurance; and I know that your life of late has been
better than it was at first.
* 2:9 God’s people: Literally “Jews.” These people claimed to be God’s people
because they were Jews.
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20 Yet I have this against you – You tolerate the
woman Jezebel, who declares that she is a prophet, and
misleadsmyservantsbyher teaching, until theycommit
licentious acts and eat idol-offerings.

21 I gave her time to repent, but she is determined
not to turn fromher licentiousness.

22 Therefore I am laying her on a bed of sickness,
andbringinggreat sufferingonthosewhoareunfaithful
with her, unless they repent and turn from a life like
hers.

23 I will also put her children to death; and all the
churches will learn that I am he who looks into people’s
hearts and souls; and I will give to each one of you what
their life deserves.

24But I say to the rest of you at Thyatira – all who do
not accept such teaching, whose who did not learn the
secrets of Satan, as people call them – I am not laying on
you any further burden;

25 only hold fast to what you have received, until I
come.

26 To those who conquer and are careful to live my
life to the end – to them I will give authority over the
nations,

27 and they will rule them with an iron rod, as when
earthen vessels are broken in pieces (as I myself have
received frommy Father)

28and I will give them themorning star.
29 Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is

saying to the churches.

3
1 ‘To the angel of the church in Sardis write:
Theseare thewordsofhimwhohas the seven spirits

of God and the seven stars; – I know your life, and that
people say of you that you are living, though you are
dead.

2Beonthewatch, andstrengthenwhat still survives,
thoughonce itwasallbutdead; for Ihavenot foundyour
life perfect in the eyes ofmy God.

3 Therefore remember what you have received and
heard, and lay it to heart and repent. Unless you are on
thewatch, I will come like a thief, and youwill not know
at what hour I am coming to you.

4 Yet there are some few among you at Sardis who
did not soil their robes; they will walk with me, robed
in white, for they are worthy.
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5 Those who conquer will be clothed in these white
robes, and I will not strike their name out of the book of
life; but Iwill own thembeforemyFather, andbeforehis
angels.

6 Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.

7 ‘To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
Theseare thewordsofhimwho isholyandtrue,who

holds theKeyofDavid,whoopensandnoonewill shut,
and shuts and no one opens:

8 I know your life (see, I have set a door open before
youwhichnoone isable toshut), Iknowthat, thoughyou
have but little strength, you kept my teaching in mind,
and did not disownmy name.

9Listen, I give someof the congregationof Satan, the
people who declare that they are God’s people, *though
they are not, but are lying – I will make them come and
bow down at your feet, and they will learn that I loved
you.

10 Because you kept in mind the story of my en-
durance, I will keep you in the hour of trial that is about
to come on the whole world, the hour that will test all
who are living on earth.

11 I will come quickly. Hold to what you have re-
ceived so that no onemay take your crown.

12 Those who conquer – I will make them a pillar in
the Temple of my God; and never more will they leave
it; and I will write on them the name of my God and the
name of the city ofmyGod, the New Jerusalem, which is
comingdownoutofheavenfrommyGod,andIwillwrite
on themmy new name.

13 Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.

14 ‘To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are thewords of the Unchanging One, thewit-

ness faithful and true, thebeginningof theCreationof
God:

15 I know your life; I know that you are neither cold
nor hot. If only youwere either cold or hot!

16 But now, because you are lukewarm, neither hot
nor cold, I am about to spit you out ofmymouth.

* 3:9 God’s people: Literally “Jews.” These people claimed to be God’s people
because they were Jews.
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17 You say “I am rich and have grown rich, and I
want for nothing,” and you do not know that you are
wretched,miserable, poor, blind, naked!

18Therefore I counsel you tobuy frommegoldwhich
has been refined by fire so that you may grow rich;
and white robes, so that you may be clothed and your
shameful nakedness be hidden; and ointment to anoint
your eyes, so that youmay see.

19AllwhomI love I rebukeanddiscipline. Therefore
be in earnest and repent.

20 I am standing at the door and knocking! If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will go in, and will
feast with them, and they will feast withme.

21To thosewhoconquer – to themIwill give the right
to sit beside me on my throne, as I, when I conquered,
tookmy seat besidemy Father on his throne.

22 Let those who have ears hear what the Spirit is
saying to the churches.’

4
The Vision of the Seven Seals

1After this, inmyvision, I sawanopendoor in theheavens,
and the first voice that I heardwas like the blast of a trumpet
speaking to me. It said – “Come up here and I will show you
what must take place.”

2 Immediately after this I fell into a trance. There stood a
throne in heaven, and on the throne was One seated.

3He who was seated on it was in appearance like a jasper
and a sardius; and round the throne there was a rainbow of
the colour of an emerald.

4 And round the throne were twenty-four other thrones,
and on these I saw twenty-four elders sitting clothed inwhite
robes; and on their heads they had crowns of gold.

5Out from the throne come flashes of lightning, cries, and
peals of thunder! There are seven torches burning in front of
the throne, which are the seven spirits of God;

6 and in front of the throne is what seemed to be a sea of
glass, resembling crystal, while within the space before the
throne and round the throne are four creatures full of eyes
in front and behind.

7 The first creature is like a lion, the second creature like a
calf, the third creature has a face like aman’s, and the fourth
creature is like an eagle on the wing.

8These four creatures have each of them six wings, and all
round, and within, they are full of eyes; and day and night
they never cease to say –
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“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, our God, the Almighty, whowas,
and who is, and whowill be.”

9And, whenever these creatures give praise and honour and
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, to him who lives
for ever and ever,
10 the twenty-four elders prostrate themselves before him
who is seated on the throne, and worship him who lives
for ever and ever, and throw down their crowns before the
throne, saying –
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive all praise,

and honour, and power, for you did create all things,
and at your bidding they came into being and were
created.”

5
1Then I sawat the right hand of himwhowas seated on the

throne a book, with writing inside and out, and sealed with
seven seals;

2 and I saw a mighty angel who was proclaiming in a loud
voice – “Who is worthy to open the book and break its seals?”

3But no one either in heaven or on earth or under the earth
was able to open the book or look within it.

4 At this I wept long, because no one could be found who
was worthy to open the book or look within it.

5But one of the elders said to me – “Do not weep. The Lion
conquered – the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Scion of David
– and can therefore open the book with its seven seals.”

6 Then, within the space between the throne and the four
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, I saw, standing, a
Lamb, which seemed to have been sacrificed. It had seven
horns and seven eyes. (These eyes are the seven spirits of
God, and they are sent into all the world.)

7The Lamb came forward; and he has taken the book from
the right hand of himwhowas seated on the throne.

8 And, when he had taken the book, the four creatures
and the twenty-four elders prostrated themselves before the
Lamb, each of them holding a harp and golden bowls full of
incense. (These are the prayers of Christ’s people.)

9And they are singing a new song –
“You are worthy to take the book and break its seals, for you

were sacrificed, and with your blood you did buy for
God people of every tribe, and language, and people,
and nation,

10 and did make them a kingdom of priests in the service of
our God, and they are reigning on the earth.”
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11Then, inmyvision, I heard the voices ofmanyangels round
the throne, and of the creatures, and of the elders. In number
theywere ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of
thousands,
12and they cried in a loud voice –
“Worthy is the Lamb that was sacrificed to receive all power,

and wealth, and wisdom, and might, and honour, and
praise, and blessing.”

13And I heard every created thing in the air, and on the earth,
and under the earth, and on the sea, and all that is in them
crying –
“To him who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb be

ascribed all blessing, and honour, and praise, and
dominion for ever and ever.”

14 And the four creatures said “Amen,” and the elders pros-
trated themselves and worshiped.

6
1 Then I saw the Lamb break one of the seven seals, and

I heard one of the four creatures crying with a voice like
thunder – “Come.”

2And inmy vision I saw awhite horse. Its rider held a bow,
and he was given a crown, and he went out conquering and
to conquer.

3When the Lamb broke the second seal, I heard the second
creature crying – “Come.”

4Then there went out another horse, a red horse, and to its
rider was given the power to deprive the earth of peace, so
that people should kill one another; and hewas given a great
sword.

5 When the Lamb broke the third seal, I heard the third
creature crying – “Come.” And in my vision I saw a black
horse. Its rider held scales in his hand.

6 And I heard what seemed to be a voice, coming from
among the four creatures, crying – “A quart of wheat for a
silver coin, and three quarts of barley for a silver coin! But
do not harm the oil and the wine.”

7When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of
the fourth creature crying – “Come.”

8 And in my vision I saw a grey horse. His rider’s name
wasDeath, andHades rodebehindhim; andpowerwasgiven
them over the fourth part of the earth, so that they might
destroy with sword and famine and death, and by means of
the wild Beasts of the earth.

9When theLambopened thefifth seal, I sawunder thealtar
the souls of those who had been killed for the sake of God’s
message and for the testimony which they had borne.
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10 They cried in a loud voice – “How long, Sovereign Lord,
holy and true, before youwill give judgment and avenge our
blood on all who are living on the earth?”

11 Then to each of them was given a white robe, and they
were told to rest yet a little longer, until the number of their
fellow servants and of their friends in Christ’s service who
were about to be put to death, as they had been, should be
complete.

12 And I saw the Lamb break the sixth seal, and then
there was a great earthquake. The sun became black, like
sackcloth, and themoon, which was at its full, like blood.

13 The stars of the heavens fell to the earth, as when a fig
tree, shaken by a strong wind, drops its unripe fruit.

14Theheavensdisappeared likea scrollwhen it is rolledup,
and everymountain and island wasmoved from its place.

15 Then all the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the
generals, and the rich, and the powerful, and every slave and
free person, hid themselves in the caves and under the rocks
of themountains;

16and theyare crying to themountains and the rocks – “Fall
on us, and hide us from the eyes of him who is seated on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,

17 for the great day of their wrath is come, and who can
stand tomeet it?”

7
1After this, I saw four angels standing on the four corners

of the earth, restraining the fourwindsof the earth, so that no
wind should blow over the earth, or over the sea, or against
any tree.

2And, in the east, I saw another angel, ascending, holding
the seal of the living God; and he cried in a loud voice to the
fourangels, towhomtherehadbeengivenpower toharmthe
earth and the sea –

3 “Do not harm the earth, or the sea, or the trees, until we
have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.”

4 I heard, too, the number of those who had been sealed.
It was one hundred and forty-four thousand; and they were
from every tribe of the Israelites.
5From the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,
6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Napthali twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,
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from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
8 from the tribe of Zebulon twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.
9 After this, in my vision, I saw a vast throng which no one
could number, of people from every nation and of all tribes,
and peoples, and languages. They stood in front of the throne
and in front of the Lamb, robed in white, holding palm
branches in their hands.
10And they are crying in a loud voice –
“Salvation be ascribed to our Godwho is seated on his throne

and to the Lamb.”
11 And all the angels were standing round the throne and
the elders and the four creatures, and they prostrated them-
selves on their faces in front of the throne and worshiped
God,
12 saying –
“Amen. Blessing and praise, and wisdom, and thanksgiving,

and honour, and power, and might be ascribed to our
God for ever and ever. Amen.”

13 Then one of the elders turned to me and said “Who are
these who are robed in white? And where did they come
from?”

14 “My Lord,” I answered, “it is you who know.”
“These,” he said, “are they who come through the Great

Persecution; they washed their robes white in the blood of
the Lamb.

15And therefore it is that they are before the throne of God,
and are serving himday and night in his Temple; and hewho
is seated on the throne will shelter them.

16Never againwill they be hungry, never againwill they be
thirsty, nor will the sun smite them, nor any scorching heat;

17 for the Lamb that stands in the space before the throne
will be their shepherd, and will lead them to life-giving
springs of water; and Godwill wipe away all tears from their
eyes.”

8
1 As soon as the Lamb had broken the seventh seal, there

was silence in heaven for, it might be, half an hour.

Vision of Seven Trumpet-Blasts
2 Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and

seven trumpets were given to them.
3 Next, another angel came and stood at the altar with a

goldencenser inhishand; andagreatquantityof incensewas
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given to him, tomingle with the prayers of all Christ’s people
on the golden altar before the throne.

4 The smoke of the incense ascended, with the prayers of
Christ’s people, from the hand of the angel before God.

5 Then the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire
from the altar, and threw it down on the earth; and there
followed peals of thunder, cries, flashes of lightning, and an
earthquake.

6 Then the seven angels holding the seven trumpets pre-
pared to blow their blasts.

7 The first blew; and there came hail and fire mixed with
blood, and it fell on the earth. A third part of the earth was
burnt up, and a third of the trees, and every blade of grass.

8 Then the second angel blew; and what appeared to be a
great mountain, burning, was hurled into the sea. A third of
the sea became blood,

9 and a third part of all created things that are in the sea –
that is, of all living things – died, and a third of the ships was
destroyed.

10 Then the third angel blew; and there fell from the heav-
ens a great star, burning like a torch. It fell on a third of the
rivers and on the springs.

11 (The star is called “Wormwood.”) A third of the water
becamebitter aswormwood, and so bitterwas thewater that
many died from drinking it.

12 Then the fourth angel blew; and a third of the sun and
a third of the moon and a third of the stars were blasted, so
that a third of them was eclipsed, and for a third part of the
day there was no light, and at night it was the same.

13And, in my vision, I heard an eagle flying in mid-heaven
and crying in a loud voice – “Woe, woe, woe for all who live
on the earth, at the other trumpet-blasts of the three angels
who have yet to blow.”

9
1Then the fifth angel blew; and I saw a star that had fallen

on the earth from the heavens, and to himwas given the key
of the bottomless pit.

2 He opened the bottomless pit, and from the pit rose a
smoke like the smoke of a great furnace. The sun and the air
grew dark because of the smoke from the pit.

3Out of the smoke locusts descended on the earth, and they
received the same power as that possessed by scorpions.
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4They were told not to harm the grass, or any plant, or any
tree, but only those who have not the seal of God on their
foreheads.

5Yet they were not allowed to kill them, but it was ordered
that those men should be tortured for five months. Their
torture was like the torture caused by a scorpion when it
stings a person.

6 In those days people will seek Death and will not find it;
They will long to die, but Death flees from them.

7 In appearance the locusts were like horses equipped for
battle. On their heads there were what appeared to be
crowns that shone like gold, their faces resembled human
faces,

8 and they had hair like the hair of a woman, their teeth
were like lions’ teeth,

9 and they had what seemed to be iron breastplates, while
the noise of their wings was like the noise of chariots drawn
bymany horses, galloping into battle.

10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings, and in their
tails lies their power to harm people for fivemonths.

11 They have as their king the angel of the bottomless pit,
whose name, in Hebrew, is “Abaddon,” while, in Greek, his
name is “Apollyon” (the Destroyer).

12The first Woe has passed; and still there are twoWoes to
follow!

13Then the sixthangel blew; and Iheardavoiceproceeding
from the corners of the golden altar that stood before God.

14 It spoke to the sixth angel – the angel with the trumpet
– and said “Let loose the four angels that are in chains at the
great river Euphrates.”

15Then the four angels, thatwere held in readiness for that
hour and day and month and year, were let loose, to destroy
a third of mankind.

16 The number of the hosts of cavalry was ten thousand
times ten thousand, twice told; I heard their number.

17And this is what the horses and their riders appeared to
be like in my vision: They had breastplates of fire, blood-red
and sulphurous, and the heads of the horses were like lions’
heads, while out of their mouths issue fire, and smoke, and
sulphur.

18Through these three curses a third of humanity perished
– because of the fire, and the smoke, and the sulphur that
issued from their mouths;

19 for the power of the horses lies in their mouths and in
their tails. For their tails are like snakes, with heads, and it is
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with them that they do harm.
20 But those who were left of humanity, who had not

perished through these curses, did not repent and turn away
fromwhat their own hands hadmade; they would not aban-
don theworshipofdemons, andof idolsmadeofgoldor silver
or brass or stone or wood, which can neither see, nor hear,
nor walk;

21 and they did not repent of their murders, or their sor-
ceries, or their licentiousness, or their thefts.

10
1 Then I saw another mighty angel, descending from

heaven. His robewas a cloud; overhis headwas the rainbow;
his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire;

2 in his hand he held a little book open. He set his right foot
on the sea, and his left on the land;

3 and he cried in a loud voice like the roaring of a lion. At
his cry the seven peals of thunder spoke, each with its own
voice.

4And, when they spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a
voice from heaven say – “Keep secret what the seven peals of
thunder said, and do not write it down.”

5Then the angel, whom I had seen standing on the sea and
on the land, raised his right hand to the heavens,

6andsworebyhimwho lives foreverandever,whocreated
the heavens and all that is in them, and the earth and all that
is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, that time should cease
to be.

7Moreover at the time when the seventh angel will speak,
when he is ready to blow his blast, then the hidden purposes
of God, of which he told the good news to his servants, the
prophets, are at once fulfilled.

8 Then came the voice which I had heard from heaven. It
spoke to me again, and said – “Go and take the book that is
open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on
the land.”

9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little
book. And he said “Take it, and eat it. It will be bitter to your
stomach, but in yourmouth it will be as sweet as honey.”

10 I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it,
and, while in my mouth, it was like the sweetest honey; but,
when I had eaten it, it was bitter to my stomach.

11And I was told – “Youmust prophesy again about men of
many peoples, and nations, and languages, and about many
kings.”
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11
1Then I was given ameasure like a rod, and a voice said to

me – “Go and measure the Temple of God and the altar, and
count the worshiper there.

2Butomit the court outside theTemple, anddonotmeasure
that, for it has been given up to the nations; and the holy City
will be under their heel for forty-twomonths.

3 Then I will give permission to my Two Witnesses, and
for those twelve hundred and sixty days they will continue
teaching, clothed in sackcloth.”

4Thesemen are represented by the two olive trees and the
two lamps that stand before the Lord of the earth.

5Whenanyonewishes to harm them, fire comes from their
mouths and consumes their enemies; andwhoeverwishes to
harm themwill, in this way, inevitably perish.

6Thesemenhave the power to close the heavens, so that no
rainmay fall during the time that they are teaching; and they
have power to turn the streams into blood, and to smite the
land with any curse, whenever they will.

7As soon as they have completed their testimony, the wild
Beast that ascends from the bottomless pit will make war on
them and conquer and kill them.

8 Their dead bodies will lie in the streets of the great city,
which ismystically spoken of as “Sodom” and “Egypt,”where
their Master was crucified.

9People of all nations, and tribes, and languages, and races
look at their dead bodies for three days and a half, and do not
allow them to be laid in a grave.

10 Those who live on the earth rejoice over them and are
merry, and they will send presents to one another, because
these two prophets brought torments on those who live on
the earth.

11After three days and a half the life-giving breath of God
entered these men, and they stood up on their feet, and a
great terror took possession of those who were watching
them.

12The twomen heard a loud voice fromheavenwhich said
to them – “Come up here,” and they went up to heaven in the
cloud, while their enemies watched them.

13 At that very time a great earthquake occurred. A tenth
part of the city fell, and seven thousand people perished in
theearthquake. Thosewhoescapedweremuch terrified, and
praised the God of heaven.

14ThesecondWoehaspassed; and there is a thirdWoesoon
to follow!
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15Then the seventhangel blew; and loudvoiceswereheard
in heaven saying –
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our

Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and
ever.”

16 At this the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their
thrones beforeGod, prostrated themselves on their faces and
worshiped him,
17 saying –
“We thank you, Lord, our God, the Almighty, who is and

whowas, that youhaveassumedyour great powerand
reigned.

18Thenationswere enraged, andyourwrath fell on them; the
time came for the dead to be judged, and for you to give the
reward to your servants the prophets, and to the people of
Christ, and to those who honour your name – the high and
the low alike – and to destroy those who are destroying the
earth.”
19 Then the Temple of God in heaven was opened, and the
ark containing his covenant was seen in his Temple; and
there followed flashes of lightning, cries, peals of thunder, an
earthquake, and a great storm of hail.

12
Vision of Seven Figures

1 Then a great portent was seen in the heavens – a woman
whose robe was the sun, and who had the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.

2 She was pregnant; and she is crying out in the pain and
agony of childbirth.

3Another portent also was seen in the heavens There was
a great red Dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on
his heads were seven diadems.

4His tail draws after it a third of the stars in the heavens,
and it hurled themdownon theearth. TheDragon is standing
in front of the woman who is about to give birth to the child,
so that hemay devour it as soon as it is born.

5 The woman gave birth to a son, a male child, who is
destined to rule all thenationswith an iron rod; andher child
was at once caught up to God on his throne.

6But the woman fled into the wilderness, where there is a
place prepared for her by God, to be tended there for twelve
hundred and sixty days.

7 Then a battle took place in the heavens. Michael and his
angels fought with the Dragon. But though the Dragon, with
his angels, fought,
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8 he did not prevail; and there was no place left for them
any longer in the heavens.

9Then the great Dragon, the primeval snake, known as the
“devil” and “Satan,” who deceives all the world, was hurled
down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with
him.

10And I heard a loud voice in heaven which said –
“Now has begun the day of the salvation, and Power, and

Dominion of ourGod, and the Rule of his Christ; for the
Accuser of our people has been hurled down, he who
has been accusing them before our God day and night.

11 Their victory was due to the blood of the Lamb, and to the
message to which they bore their testimony. In their love of
life they shrank not from death.
12Therefore, beglad, heaven, andallwho live inheaven! Alas
for the earth and for the sea, for the devil has gone down to
you in great fury, knowing that he has but little time.”
13WhentheDragonsawthathewashurleddownto theearth,
he pursued thewomanwhohad givenbirth to themale child.
14 But to the woman were given the two wings of the great
eagle, so that she might fly to her place in the wilderness,
where she is being tended for one year, and for two years,
and for half a year in safety from the snake.
15 Then the snake poured water from its mouth after the
woman, like a river, so that it might sweep her away.
16 But Earth came to her help, and opened her mouth and
drank up the river which the Dragon had poured out of its
mouth.
17 The Dragon was enraged at the woman, and went to fight
with the rest of her offspring – those who lay to heart the
commands of God and bear their testimony to Jesus;
18and he took his stand on the sea-shore.

13
1 Then I saw, rising out of the sea, a wild Beast with ten

horns and seven heads. On its horns were ten diadems, and
on its heads were blasphemous names.

2 The Beast that I saw was like a leopard; but its feet were
like a bear’s, and its mouth like the mouth of a lion. The
Dragon gave it his power andhis throne, andwide dominion.

3 One of its heads seemed to me to have been mortally
wounded, but its deadly wound had been healed. The whole
earth followed the Beast, wondering;

4andmenworshiped the Dragon, because he had given his
dominion to the Beast; while, as they worshiped the Beast,
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they said – “Who can compare with the Beast? And who can
fight with it?”

5 The Beast was given a mouth that spoke proudly and
blasphemously, and it was empowered to work its will for
forty-twomonths.

6 It opened its mouth only to blaspheme God, to blaspheme
his name and his tent – those who live in his tent in heaven.

7 It had been permitted to fight with Christ’s people and to
conquer them, and it had received power over men of every
tribe, and people, and language, and nation.

8 All who are living on earth will worship it – all whose
names have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the
Lamb that has been sacrificed from the foundation of the
world.

9Let those who have ears hear.
10 Whoever is destined for captivity goes into captivity.

Whoever will kill with the sword must inevitably be killed
with the sword. (Here there is need for endurance and faith
on the part of Christ’s people.)

11Then I saw, rising out of the earth, another wild Beast. It
had two horns like those of a lamb, and its voice was like a
dragon’s.

12 It exercises all the authority of the first Beast under its
eyes; and it makes the earth and all who are living on it
worship that first Beast, whosemortal woundwas healed.

13 It performs great marvels, even causing fire to fall from
the heavens to the earth, before people’s eyes;

14and in consequence of themarvels which it was allowed
to perform under the eyes of the Beast, it is able to deceive
all who are living on the earth. It tells those who live on the
earth to make a statue in honour of the Beast, who, despite
the wound from the sword, yet lived.

15 It was permitted to breathe life into the image of the
Beast, so that the image of the Beast might speak; and it was
also permitted to cause all who refused toworship the image
of the Beast to be put to death.

16High and low, rich and poor, free and enslaved – it causes
abrand tobeputon therighthandoron the foreheadofevery
one of them,

17 so that no one is able to buy or sell, except those that
bear this brand – either the name of the Beast or the number
indicated by the letters of his name.

18 (Here there is need for discernment.) The person with
ability can compute the number of the Beast; for the number
indicates a person’s name. Its number is six hundred and
sixty-six.
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14
1 Then, in my vision, I saw the Lamb standing on Mount

Zion. With him were a hundred and forty-four thousand,
with his name and the name of his Father written on their
foreheads.

2And I heard a sound from heaven, like the sound ofmany
waters, and like the sound of a loud peal of thunder; the
sound that I heard was like the music of harpers playing on
their harps.

3They are singing what seems to be a new song, before the
throne, and before the four creatures and the elders; and no
onewas able to learn that song except the hundred and forty-
four thousand who had been redeemed from earth.

4These are the men who never defiled themselves in their
intercourse with women; they are as pure as virgins. These
are the men who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They
were redeemed as the first-fruits ofmankind for God and for
the Lamb.

5No liewas everheardon their lips. Theyarebeyond reach
of blame.

6 Then I saw another angel, flying in mid-heaven. He had
the good news, decreed from eternity, to announce to those
who live on the earth – tomen of every nation, and tribe, and
language, and people;

7 and he cried in a loud voice – “Reverence God, and give
him praise (for the hour of his judgment has come) and
worship himwhomade the heaven and the earth and the sea
and all springs of water.”

8 Then a second angel followed, crying – “She has fallen!
She has fallen – Babylon the Great, who has made all the
nations drink themaddening wine of her licentiousness!”

9Then a third angel followed them, crying in a loud voice –
“Whoever worships the Beast and its image, and receives its
brand on his forehead or on his hand,

10 that person will drink the maddening wine of God that
has been poured unmixed into the cup of his wrath, and they
will be tortured with fire and sulphur before the eyes of the
holy angels and before the eyes of the Lamb.

11The smoke from their torture rises for ever and ever, and
theyhaveno rest daynornight – thosewhoworship theBeast
and its image, and all who are branded with its name.”

12 (Here there is need for endurance on the part of Christ’s
people – thosewho lay to heart the commands of God and the
faith of Jesus.)

13Then I heard a voice fromheaven saying “Write: ‘Blessed
are the deadwho from this hour die in unionwith the Lord.’ ”
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‘Yes,’ answers the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their toil.
Their good deeds go with them.’

14Then, inmy vision, I saw awhite cloud, and on the cloud
there was sitting one like aman. On his head he had a crown
of gold, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

15Then another angel came out from the Temple, crying in
a loud voice to himwhowas sitting on the cloud – “Take your
sickle and reap, for the time to reap has come; the Harvest of
Earth is ready.”

16Hewhowas sitting on the cloud brought his sickle down
on the earth, and the Harvest of Earth was reaped.

17 Then another angel came out of the Temple in heaven;
he, also, had a sharp sickle.

18 Then another angel came out of the altar; he had power
overfire, andhecalled ina loudvoice to theangel thathad the
sharpsickle – “Takeyour sharpsickle, andgather thebunches
from the vine of Earth, for its grapes are ripe.”

19 The angel brought his sickle down on the earth and
gathered the fruit of the vine of Earth, and threw it into the
great winepress of the wrath of God.

20Thegrapeswere trodden in thepressoutside thecity; and
blood cameout of thepress, rising ashigh as thebridles of the
horses for a distance of two hundredmiles.

15
Vision of Seven Curses

1 Then I saw another portent in the heavens – a great and
marvellous portent – seven angels with the seven last curses;
because with them the wrath of God is ended.

2Then I sawwhat appeared to be a sea of glass mixed with
fire; and, standing by this sea of glass, holding the harps of
God, I saw those who had come victorious out of the conflict
with the Beast and its image and the number that formed its
name.

3 They are singing the song of Moses, the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb –
“Great and marvellous are your deeds, Lord, our God, the

Almighty. Righteous and true are your ways, eternal
King.

4Whowillnothonourandpraiseyourname, Lord? Youalone
are holy! All nations will come and worship before you, for
your judgments have becomemanifest.”
5 After this I saw that the inmost shrine of the tent of testi-
mony in heaven was opened,
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6 and out of it came the seven angels with the seven curses.
They were adorned with precious stones, pure and bright,
and had golden girdles round their breasts.
7Oneof the fourcreaturesgave the sevenangels sevengolden
bowls, filled with the wrath of God who lives for ever and
ever.
8 The Temple was filled with smoke from the glory and
majesty of God; and no one could enter the Temple, until the
seven curses inflicted by the seven angels were at an end.

16
1 Then I heard a loud voice, which came from the Temple,

saying to the seven angels – “Go and empty the seven bowls
of the wrath of God on the earth.”

2 The first angel went and emptied his bowl on the earth;
and it turned to loathsome and painful sores on all who bore
the brand of the Beast and whoworshiped its image.

3 Then the second angel emptied his bowl on the sea; and
it turned to blood like the blood of a corpse, and every living
thing died – everything in the sea.

4 Then the third angel emptied his bowl on the rivers and
springs of water; and it turned to blood.

5 And I heard the angel of the Waters saying – “Righteous
are you, youwho is andwho is, theHolyOne, in inflicting this
judgment;

6 for men shed the blood of Christ’s people and of the
prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what
they deserve.”

7And I heard the response from the altar – “Yes, Lord, our
God, the Almighty, true and righteous are they judgments.”

8 Then the fourth angel emptied his bowl on the sun; and
he was permitted to scorchmenwith fire;

9 and men were scorched by the intense heat. They blas-
phemed the name of God who controlled these curses, yet
they did not repent and give him praise.

10Then thefifth angel emptiedhis bowl on the throneof the
Beast; and darkness fell on its kingdom. Men gnawed their
tongues for pain,

11 and blasphemed the God of heaven, because of their
pains and because of their sores; yet they did not repent of
what they had done.

12Then the sixth angel emptied his bowl on the great river
Euphrates; and the water in the river was dried up, so that
the road for the kings of the East might bemade ready.
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13 And I saw three foul spirits, like frogs, come from the
mouth of the Dragon and from the mouth of the Beast and
from themouth of the false prophet.

14 They are the spirits of demons, and perform marvels;
they go to kings all over the world, to collect them for the
battle on the great day of Almighty God.

15 (“I am coming like a thief! Happy will he be who is
on the watch, and keeps his clothing at hand, so that he
will not have to walk about unclothed and let men see
his nakedness.”)

16 And the spirits collected the kings at the place called in
Hebrew “Har-Magedon.”

17 Then the seventh angel emptied his bowl on the air. (A
loud voice came from the throne in the Temple; it said “All is
over.”)

18 There followed flashes of lightning, cries, and peals of
thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as had not
occurred sinceman began to be on the earth – none so great;

19 and the great city was torn in three, and the cities of
the nation fell, and God remembered Babylon the Great, and
gave her themaddening wine-cup of his wrath;

20 and every island vanished, and the mountains disap-
peared.

21Great hailstones, a pound in weight, are falling on men
from the heavens. And men blasphemed God because of the
curse of the hail, for it was a very terrible curse.

17
Doom of the Enemies of Christ

1 Then one of the seven angels who held the seven bowls
came and spoke tome. “Comehere,” he said, “and Iwill show
you the sentence passed on that infamous prostitute who is
seated at themeeting of manywaters,

2 and with whom all the kings of the earth have had licen-
tious intercourse; while all who live on the earth have been
make drunk by the wine of her licentiousness.”

3And he bore me away in a trance to a lonely place, and I
saw a woman seated on a scarlet Beast, which was covered
with blasphemous names; it had seven heads and ten horns.

4Thewomanwas clothed in purple and scarlet, and glitter-
ing with gold ornaments, precious stones, and pearls. In her
handsheheldagold cup, full of idolatrousabominations, and
the unclean fruits of her licentiousness;

5while on her forehead was inscribed a name that had a
hidden meaning: “Babylon the Great, mother of all prosti-
tutes, source of all obscenities on earth.”
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6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of Christ’s
people and with the blood of the martyrs for Jesus. When I
saw her, I was amazed beyondmeasure;

7 but the angel said to me – “Why were you amazed? I will
tell you the mystic meaning of the vision of this woman, and
of the Beast, with the seven heads and ten horns, that carries
her.

8 The Beast that you saw was, but is not, and is about to
rise out of the bottomless pit, and is on its way to destruction.
Those who are living on earth will be amazed – those whose
names have not been written in the book of life from the
foundation of the world – when they see that the Beast was,
but is not, and yet will come.”

9 (Here there is need for the discerning mind.) The seven
heads are sevenmountains on which the woman is seated.

10They are also seven kings; of whom five have fallen and
one remains, while one is not yet come. When he comes, he
must stay for a little while.

11 So must the Beast that was, but is not. He counts as an
eighth king, although he is one of the seven, and is on hisway
to destruction.

12 The ten horns that you saw are ten kings, who have not
yet received their kingdoms, but for an hour they receive the
authority of kings, together with the Beast.

13These kings are of onemind in surrendering their power
and authority to the Beast.

14Theywill fightwith the Lamb, but the Lambwill conquer
them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings; so, too, will
thosewithhimwhohavereceived thecall andarechosenand
faithful.

15 And the angel said to me – “The waters that you saw,
where the prostitute is seated, are throngs of people andmen
of all nations and languages.

16The ten horns that you saw, and the Beast – theywill hate
the prostitute, and cause her to become deserted and strip
her bare; theywill eat her flesh andutterly consumeherwith
fire.

17 For God has put it into their minds to carry out his
purpose, in carrying out their common purpose and surren-
dering their kingdoms to theBeast, until God’s decreeswill be
executed.

18As for thewomanwhomyousaw, she is the great city that
holds sway over all the kings of the earth.”

18
1 After this I saw another angel, descending from heaven,

invested with great authority; and the earth was illuminated
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by his splendour.
2With a mighty voice he cried – ‘She has fallen! She has

fallen – Babylon the Great! She has become an abode of
demons, a stronghold of every wicked spirit, a stronghold of
every foul and hateful bird.

3 For, after drinking the maddening wine of her licen-
tiousness, all the nations have fallen; while all the kings of
the earth have had licentious intercourse with her, and the
merchants of the earth have grown rich through the excess
of her luxury.’

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying – ‘Come
out of her, my people, so that you may not participate in her
sins, and that youmay not suffer from the curses inflicted on
her.

5 For her sins are heaped up to the heavens, and God has
not forgotten her misdeeds.

6 Pay her back the treatment with which she has treated
you; yes, repay twice over what her actions deserve; in the
cup which shemixed for you, mix for her as much again;

7 for her self-glorification and her luxury, give her now an
equal measure of torture andmisery. In her heart she says “I
sit here a queen; no widow am I; I will never knowmisery.”

8 Therefore in one day will these curses strike her – death,
misery, and famine, and shewill be utterly consumed by fire;
for mighty is the Lord Godwho condemned her.’

9All the kings of the earth who had licentious intercourse
with her and shared her luxury will weep and lament over
her, when they see the smoke from the burning city,

10while they stand at a distance, horrified at her torture,
and cry – ‘Alas! Alas! Great city! Mighty city of Babylon! In a
single hour your judgment fell.’

11And the merchants of the earth weep and wail over her,
because no longer does anyone buy their cargoes –

12 their cargoes of gold, or silver, or precious stones, or
pearls, or fine linen, or purple robes, or silk, or scarlet cloth;
nor their many scented woods; nor their many articles of
ivory; nor their many articles of choicest wood, or brass, or
iron, or marble;

13 nor their cinnamon, or spice, or incense, or perfumes,
or frankincense, or wine, or oil, or fine flour, or wheat, or
cattle, or sheep; nor their horses, or chariots, or slaves; nor
the bodies and souls of people.

14 The fruit that your soul craved is no longer within your
reach, and all dainties and luxuries are lost to you, never to
be found again.
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15 The merchants who sold these things, and grew rich by
her, will stand at a distanceweeping andwailing, horrified at
her torture, and crying –

16 ‘Alas! Alas! Great city! City clothed in fine linen, and
purple, and scarlet cloth! City adorned with gold ornaments,
and precious stones, and pearls!

17 In a single hour your vast wealth vanished.’ Every ship’s
captain and all who sail to any port, and sailors, and all who
get their living from the sea, stood at a distance,

18and seeing the smoke from theburning city, cried – ‘What
city can compare with the Great city?’

19 They threw dust on their heads, and, as they wept and
wailed, they cried – ‘Alas! Alas! Great city! Allwhohave ships
on the sea grew rich through her magnificence. In a single
hour it has vanished.’

20 Rejoice over her, heaven, and people of Christ, and
apostles, and prophets, for God has avenged you on her!

21Thenamightyangel tookupastone likeagreatmillstone,
and threw it into the sea, crying – ‘So will Babylon, the great
city, be violently overthrown, never more to be seen.

22No more will the music of harpers, or minstrels, or flute
players, or trumpeters be heard in you, no more will any
worker, skilled in any art, be found in you; no more will the
sound of a mill be heard in you;

23 no more will the light of a lamp shine in you; no more
will the voices of groom and bride be heard in you. Your
merchantswere the greatmenof the earth, for all thenations
were deceived by yourmagical charms.’

24Yes, and in her was to be found the blood of the prophets
and of Christ’s people, and of all who have been put to death
on the earth.

19
1After this, I heardwhat seemed to be a great shout from a

vast throng in heaven, crying –
“Hallelujah! To our God belong salvation, and glory, and

Power,
2 for true and righteous are his judgments. For he has passed
judgment on the infamous prostitutewhowas corrupting the
earth by her licentiousness, and he has taken vengeance on
her for the blood of his servants.”
3 Again they cried – “Hallelujah!” And the smoke from her
ruins rises for ever and ever.
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4 Then the twenty-four elders and the Four creatures pros-
trated themselves andworshipedGodwhowas seated on the
throne, crying – “Amen, Hallelujah!”;
5and from the throne there came a voice which said –
“Praise ourGodall youwho servehim, Youwhoworshiphim,

both high and low.”
6 Then I heard what seemed to be the shout of a vast throng,
like the sound of many waters, and like the sound of loud
peals of thunder, crying –
“Hallelujah! For the Lord is king, our God, the Almighty.
7Let us rejoice and exalt; andwewill pay himhonour, for the
hour for the Marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride
has made herself ready.
8And to her it has been granted to robe herself in fine linen,
white and pure, for that linen is the good deeds of the people
of Christ.”
9Then a voice said tome “Write – ‘Blessed are thosewhohave
been summoned to themarriage feast of the Lamb.’ ”And the
voice said – “These words of God are true.”
10 I prostratedmyself at the feet of himwho spoke toworship
him, but he said to me – “No! I am your fellow servant, and
the fellowservant of yourbrothers and sisterswhobear their
testimony to Jesus. Worship God. For to bear testimony to
Jesus needs the inspiration of the prophets.”
11 Then I saw that heaven lay open. There appears a white
horse; its rider is called “Faithful” and “True”; righteously
does he judge andmake war.
12 His eyes are flaming fires; on his head there are many
diadems, and he bears a name, written, which no one knows
but himself;
13hehas been clothed in a garment sprinkledwithblood; and
the name by which he is called is “TheWord of God.”
14 The armies of heaven followed him, mounted on white
horses and clothed in fine linen, white and pure.
15From his mouth comes a sharp sword, with which to smite
the nations; andhewill rule themwith an iron rod. He treads
the grapes in the press of themaddeningwine of thewrath of
Almighty God;
16and on his robe and on his thigh he has this namewritten –
“KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”

17 Then I saw an angel standing on the sun. He cried in a
loudvoice to all thebirds thatfly inmid-heaven – “Gather and
come to the great feast of God,

18 to eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of commanders,
and the flesh ofmightymen, and the flesh of horses and their
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riders, and the flesh of all free and enslaved, and of high and
low.”

19Then I saw the Beast and the kings of the earth and their
armies, gathered together to fight with him who sat on the
horse and with his army.

20 The Beast was captured, and with him was taken the
false prophet, who performed themarvels before the eyes of
the Beast, with which he deceived those who had received
the brand of the Beast and those who worshiped his image.
Alive, they were thrown, both of them, into the lake of fire –
of burning sulphur.

21The rest were killed by the sword which came out of the
mouth of himwho rode on the horse; and all the birds fed on
their flesh.

20
1Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, with the

key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.
2 He seized the Dragon, the primeval snake (who is the

“devil” or “Satan”), and bound him in chains for a thousand
years.

3He flung him into the bottomless pit and locked it, and set
his seal on it; thathe shouldnotdeceive thenationsanymore,
until the thousandyearswereended. After thathemustbe let
loose for a while.

4 Then I saw thrones, and to those who took their seats
on them authority was given to act as judges. And I saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the
testimony to Jesusandbecauseof themessageofGod, for they
had refused to worship the Beast or its image, and had not
received the brand on their foreheads and on their hands.
They were restored to life, and they reigned with the Christ
for a thousand years.

5 (The rest of the dead were not restored to life until the
thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.

6 Blessed and holy will he be who shares in that first
resurrection. The second Death has no power over them; but
theywill be priests of God, and the Christ, and theywill reign
with him for the thousand years.

7 When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be let
loose from his prison,

8and hewill come out to deceive the nations that live in the
four corners of the earth – Gog and Magog. He will come to
gather them together for battle; and their number will be as
great as the sand on the sea-shore.
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9 They went up over the breadth of the whole earth, and
surrounded the camp of Christ’s people and the city that he
loves. Then fire fell from the heavens and consumed them;

10 and the devil, their deceiver, was hurled into the lake
of fire and sulphur, where the Beast and the false prophet
alreadywere, and theywill be tortureddayandnight for ever
and ever.

11Then I sawagreatwhite throne, andhimwhowas seated
on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence; no
place was left for them.

12 And I saw the dead, high and low, standing before the
throne; and books were opened. Then another book was
opened, the book of life; and the deadwere judged, according
to their actions, by what was written in the books.

13 The sea gave up its dead, and Death and Hades gave up
their dead; and theywere judged, one by one, each according
to his actions.

14 Then Death and Hades were hurled into the lake of fire.
This is the Second Death – the lake of fire;

15and all whose nameswere not foundwritten in the book
of life were hurled into the lake of fire.

21
The New Creation

1 Then I saw new heavens and a new earth. The former
heavens and the former earth had passed away; and the sea
has ceased to be.

2And I saw theHoly City, Jerusalem, descending newout of
heaven from God, like a bride adorned in readiness for her
husband.

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, which said –
“See! The tent of God is set up among people. God will live
among them, and they will be his Peoples, and God himself
will be among them,

4andhewillwipe away all tears from their eyes. Therewill
be no more death, nor will there be any more grief or crying
or pain. The old order has passed away.”

5And he who was seated on the throne said – “See, I make
all things new!” And he said – “Write this, for these words
may be trusted and are true.”

6Andhe said tome – “They are fulfilled. I am theAlpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the End. To those who thirst I
will give of the spring of the water of life, freely.

7 Those who conquer will enter into possession of these
things, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.
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8Butas for cowards, unbelievers, thedegraded,murderers,
the impure, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars – their placewill
be in the burning lake of fire and sulphur. That is the Second
Death.”

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls,
andwere ladenwith the seven last curses, came and spoke to
me. “Come here,” he said, “and I will show you the Bride, the
Wife of the Lamb.”

10He carriedme away in a trance to a great highmountain,
and showed me Jerusalem, the Holy City, descending out of
heaven from God, filled with the glory of God.

11 Its brilliance was like a precious stone, like a jasper,
transparent as crystal.

12 It had a great high wall, in which were twelve gates;
and at these gates there were twelve angels, and there were
names inscribed on the gates, the names of the twelve tribes
of the Israelites.

13 There were three gates on the east, three gates on the
north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.

14 The wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, on
which were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb.

15And the angel whowas speaking tome had as ameasure
a gold rod, with which to measure the city and its gates and
its wall.

16 The city is square; the length and the breadth are the
same. The angel measured with his rod; it was twelve
hundredmiles; its length, and breadth, and height are equal.

17 Then he measured the wall; it was two hundred and
eighty-eight feet, as people measure, that is as the angel
measured.

18Thematerial of thewall of the citywas jasper, and the city
was built of pure gold, which shone like clear glass.

19The foundations of the wall of the city were ornamented
with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone
was a jasper; the second a sapphire; the third a chalcedony;
the fourth an emerald;

20 the fifth a sardonyx; the sixth a carnelian; the seventh
a chrysolite; the eighth a beryl; the ninth a topaz; the tenth
a chrysoprase; the eleventh a hyacinth; and the twelfth an
amethyst.

21The twelvegatesweremadeof twelvepearls, eachgateof
one pearl. The street of the citywas of pure gold, transparent
as glass.

22 And I saw no Temple there, for the Lord, our God, the
Almighty, and the Lamb are its Temple.
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23 The city has no need of the sun or the moon to shine on
it, for the glory of God illuminated it, and its Lamp was the
Lamb.

24 The nations walk by the light of it; and the kings of the
earth bring their glory into it.

25 Its gates will never be shut by day, and there will be no
night there.

26Andpeoplewill bring thegloryandhonourof thenations
into it.

27Neverwill anyunhallowed thing enter it, nor theywhose
life is shameful and false, but only those whose names have
been written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22
1 And the angel showed me a river of the water of life, as

clear as crystal, issuing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb,

2 in the middle of the street of the city. On each side of
the river was a Tree of life which bore twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations.

3 Every thing that is accursed will cease to be. The throne
of God and of the Lambwill bewithin it, and his servantswill
worship him;

4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads.

5Night will cease to be. They have no need of the light of a
lamp, nor have they the light of the sun; for the Lord Godwill
be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever.

Conclusion
6 Then the angel said to me – ‘These words may be trusted

and are true. The Lord, the God that inspires the prophets,
sent his angel to show his servants what must quickly take
place;

7 and they said “I will come quickly.” Blessed will he be
who lays to heart thewords of the prophecy contained in this
book.’

8 It was I, John, who heard and saw these things; and, when
I heard and saw them, I prostrated myself in worship at the
feet of the angel that showed them tome.

9But he said tome – ‘Forbear; I amyour fellow servant, and
the fellow servant of your fellow prophets, and of all who lay
to heart the words in this book. Worship God.’

10Then the angel said tome – ‘Do not keep secret thewords
of the prophecy contained in this book; for the time is near.
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11 Let the wrongdoer continue to do wrong; the filthy-
minded continue to be filthy; the righteous continue to act
righteously; and the holy-minded continue to be holy.’

12 (“I will comequickly. I bringmy rewardswithme, to
give to eachwhat their actions deserve.

13I amtheAlphaand theOmega, theFirst and theLast,
the beginning and the End.”)

14 Blessed will they be who wash their robes! They will
have the right to approach the Tree of life, andmay enter the
city by the gates.

15Outside will be the filthy, the sorcerers, the impure, the
murderers, the idolaters, and all who love the false and live
it.

16 “I, Jesus, sent my angel to bear testimony to you
about these things before the churches. I am the Scion
and the Offspring of David, the bright star of the Morn-
ing.”

17 “Come,” say the Spirit and the Bride; and all who hear,
say “Come.” All who thirst, come; anyone who wants, take
the water of life freely.

18 I declare to all who hear the words of the prophecy
contained in this book – “If anyone adds to it, God will add
to his troubles the curses described in this book;

19 and if anyone takes away any of the words in the book
containing this prophecy, Godwill take away his share in the
Tree of life, and in the Holy City – as described in this book.”

20Hewhose testimony this is says – “Assuredly Iwill come
quickly.” “Amen, come, Lord Jesus.”

21 May the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ, be with his
people.


	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	Acts
	Romans
	1 Corinthians
	2 Corinthians
	Galatians
	Ephesians
	Philippians
	Colossians
	1 Thessalonians
	2 Thessalonians
	1 Timothy
	2 Timothy
	Titus
	Philemon
	Hebrews
	James
	1 Peter
	2 Peter
	1 John
	2 John
	3 John
	Jude
	Revelation

