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Nechemyah
1The Divrei Nechemyah ben Chakhalyah.
And it came to pass in the month Kislev, in the

twentieth year,* as I was in Shushan the capital,†
2That Chanani, one of my achim,‡ came, he and

certainmen, fromYehudah; and Iasked themcon-
cerning the remnant of the Yehudim that had sur-
vived the Exile,§ and concerning Yerushalayim.

3And they said untome, The remnant that have
survived the Exile* there in the province are in
ra'ah gedolah and reproach; the Chomat Yerusha-
layim also is broken down, and the gates thereof
are burned with eish.

4And it came to pass, when I heard thesewords,
that I sat down and wept, and mourned for sev-
eral yamim, and did a tzom, and davened before
Elohei HaShomayim,

5Andsaid, OHASHEMEloheiHaShomayim,HaEl
HaGadol v'HaNora, that is shomer habrit vach-
esed for them that love Him and are shomer
mitzvot over His commandments,

6 Let Thine ear now be attentive, and Thine
eyes open, that Thou mayest hear the tefillah of
Thy eved, which I am davening before Thee now,
yomam valailah, for the Bnei Yisroel Thy avadim,
and mitvaddeh al chattot (confess the sins) of the
Bnei Yisroel, which we have sinned against Thee.
Both I and the Bais Avi have sinned.
* 1:1 i.e., 445 B.C.E. † 1:1 of Persia ‡ 1:2 See 7:2 § 1:2 the
Golus * 1:3 the Golus
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7 We have dealt very corruptly against Thee,
and have not been shomer mitzvot, neither over
the chukkim, nor the mishpatim, which Thou
commandedst Moshe Thy eved.

8Remember, the word that Thou commandedst
Moshe Thy eved, saying, If ye transgress, I will
scatter you abroad among the nations,

9But if yemake teshuvahand turnuntoMe, and
are shomeroverMymitzvot, anddo them; though
there were of you those exiled unto the uttermost
part of HaShomayim, yet will I gather them from
there, and will bring them unto the place† that I
have chosen tomakedwell Shmi (MyName) there.

10 Now these are Thy Avadim and Thy Am,
whom Thou hast redeemed by Thy ko'ach ha-
gadol, and by Thy Yad HaChazakah.

11 O Adonoi, let now Thine ear be attentive to
the tefillah of Thy eved, and to the tefillah of
Thy Avadim, who desire to fear Thy Shem; and
give success to Thy eved today, and grant him
rachamim in the sight of this man.
For I was theMashkeh l'Melech.

2
1And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the

twentieth year of Artachshasta HaMelech, that
yayin was before him; and I took up the yayin,
and gave it unto HaMelech.Now I had not been
previously sad in his presence.

2 Wherefore HaMelech said unto me, Why is
thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not choleh
† 1:9 i.e., Yerushalayim
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(sick)? This is nothing else but ro'ah lev. Then I
was verymuch afraid,

3 And said unto HaMelech, HaMelech l'olam
yicheyeh. Why should not my countenance look
sad, when HaIr, the Bais Kivrot Avotai, lieth in
ruins, and the gates thereof are consumed with
eish?

4 Then HaMelech said unto me, For what dost
Thou make request? So I davened to Elohei
HaShomayim.

5 And I said unto HaMelech, If it please HaM-
elech, and if thy eved have found favor in thy
sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Yehudah,
unto the Ir Kivrot Avotai, that I may rebuild her.

6 And HaMelech said unto me, (the queen also
sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey
be, and when wilt thou return? So it pleased
HaMelech to sendme; and I set for him a zman.

7 Moreover I said unto HaMelech, If it please
HaMelech, let iggrot be givenme to the governors
Beyond the River, that they may provide me safe
conduct till I come into Yehudah;

8 And an iggeret unto Asaph the Shomer of the
forest of HaMelech, that he may give me timber
to make beams for the gates of the fortress by the
Beis, and for the Chomat HaIr, and for the bais
that I shall occupy. And HaMelech granted me,
according to the Yad Elohai Hatovah uponme.

9 Then I came to the governors Beyond the
River,* and gave them the Iggrot HaMelech. Now
HaMelech had sent captains of the army and
parashim (a troop of horsemen)withme.
* 2:9 Euphrates
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10When Sanvalat the Choroni, and Toviyah the
eved (official), the Ammoni, heard of it, it grieved
themwith a ra'ah gedolah that therewas come an
adam to seek the welfare of the Bnei Yisroel.

11 So I came to Yerushalayim; was there 3
yamim.

12And I arose in the lailah, I and some fewmen
with me; neither told I any man what Elohai had
put in my lev to do for Yerushalayim; neither was
there any mount with me, save the mount that I
rode upon.

13 And I went out by lailah by the Valley Gate,
even before the Dragonʼs Spring, and to the
Dung Gate,† and made inspection of the Chomat
Yerushalayim, which had been broken down, and
the gates thereof that were consumedwith eish.

14 Then I went on to the Fountain Gate, and to
the Kingʼs Pool,‡ but there was no place for the
mount that was under me to pass.

15 Then went I up in the lailah by way of the
valley, and viewed the Chomah (Wall), and turned
back, and entered by the Valley Gate, and so re-
turned.

16 And the officials knew not where I went, or
what I did; neither as yet to the Yehudim, nor to
the Kohanim, nor to the Nobles, nor to the Rulers,
nor to the rest thatwere todo themelachah (work)
had I said anything.

17 Then said I unto them, Ye see hara'ah (the
trouble) that we are in, how Yerushalayim lieth
in ruins, and the gates thereof are burned with

† 2:13 3:13 ‡ 2:14 Pool of Shiloah
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eish; come, and letus rebuild theChomatYerusha-
layim, that we suffer derision nomore.

18 Then I told them of the Yad Elohai Hatovah
which was upon me; as also the Divrei HaMelech
that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let
us rise up and rebuild. So they strengthened their
hands in tovah (in the good).

19But when Sanvalat the Choroni, and Toviyah
the eved (official), the Ammoni, and Geshem the
Arab, heard it, they laughed at us inmockery, and
despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye
do? Against HaMelech will you bemoredim (ones
rebelling)?

20 Then answered I them, and said unto them,
Elohei HaShomayim, He will give us success;
therefore we His avadim will arise and rebuild;
but ye have no chelek (allotted portion), nor
tzadakah (right), nor zikaronb'Yerushalayim (his-
tory to commemorate in Jerusalem).

3
1ThenElyashiv theKohenHaGadol roseupwith

hisachimtheKohanim, and theyrebuilt theSheep
Gate; they set it apart as kodesh, and set up the
daletot of it; even unto the Migdal HaMe'ah they
set it apart as kodesh, unto theMigdal Chanan'el.

2 And next unto him the Anshei Yericho built.
And next to them built Zakkur ben Imri.

3 But the Fish Gate did the Bnei Hasnaah build,
who also laid the beams thereof, and set up the
daletot thereof, the locks, and the bars thereof.

4 And next unto them Meremot ben Uriyah
ben Hakotz made repairs. And next unto them
Meshullam ben Berekhyah ben Meshezav'el
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made repairs. And next unto them Tzadok ben
Ba'ana did so.

5 And next unto them the Tekoim built; but
their Nobles put not their necks to the Avodas
adoneihem.

6 Moreover Yoyada ben Paseach and Meshul-
lam ben Besodyah made repairs on the Sha'ar
HaYeshanah; they laid the beams thereof, and set
up the daletot, and the locks, and the bars thereof.

7 And next unto them repaired Melatyah the
Giv'oni, and Yadon the Meronoti, the men of
Giv'on, and of Mitzpah, upto the seat of the gov-
ernor of Beyond the River.*

8Next unto him repairedUzziel benCharhayah,
one of the goldsmiths. Next unto him also re-
paired Chananyah son of the perfumers, and they
fortified Yerushalayim upto the BroadWall.

9 And next unto them repaired Refayah ben
Chur, the ruler of half the district of Yerushalayim.

10 And next unto them repaired Yedayah ben
Charumaph, opposite his bais. And next unto him
repaired Chattush ben Chashavneyah.

11 Malkiyah ben Charim, and Chashuv ben
Pachat-Moav, repaired the other section, and the
Migdal HaTannurim.

12 And next unto him repaired Shallum ben
Halochesh, the rulerofhalf thedistrict ofYerusha-
layim, he and his banot.

13 The Valley Gate repaired Chanun, and the
inhabitants of Zanoach; they rebuilt it, and set
up the daletot thereof, the locks thereof, and the

* 3:7 Euphrates
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bars thereof, and 1,000 cubits of Chomah unto the
Dung Gate.

14 But the Dung Gate did Malkiyah ben Rechav,
the ruler of the district of Beit-Hakerem repair; he
rebuilt it, and set up the daletot thereof, the locks
thereof, and the bars thereof.

15 But the Fountain Gate did Shallun ben Kol-
Chozeh, ruler ofMitzpahdistrict repair; he rebuilt
it, covered it, set up the daletot thereof, the locks
thereof, and the bars thereof, and the chomah of
the Pool of Shelach† by the Gan HaMelech, and
upto the stairs that go down from the Ir Dovid.

16 After him repaired Nechemyah ben Azbuk,
the ruler of half the district of Beit-Tzur, unto
the place opposite the Kivrei Dovid, and to the
artificial pool, and unto the Bais HaGiborim.

17 After him repaired the Levi'im, Rechum ben
Bani. Next unto him repaired Chashavyah, the
ruler of half the district of Ke'ilah, in his district.

18 After him repaired their achim, Bavai ben
Chenadad, ruler half the Ke'ilah district.

19 And next to him repaired Ezer ben Yeshua,
the ruler of Mitzpah, another section fronting the
ascent to the armory at the Corner.

20 After him Baruch ben Zakai zealously re-
paired the other section, from the Corner unto the
petach Bais Elyashiv the Kohen HaGadol.

21After him repaired Meremot ben Uriyah ben
Hakotz another section, from the entrance of the
Bais Elyashiv even to the end of the Bais Elyashiv.

22 And after him repaired the Kohanim, who
were themen of the surrounding area.
† 3:15 Shiloah
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23 After him repaired Binyamin and Chashuv
opposite their bais. After him repaired Azaryah
ben Ma'aseiyah ben Ananyah etzel (beside)‡ his
bais.

24After him repaired Binnui ben Chenadad an-
other section, from the bais Azaryah unto the
Corner, even unto the Pinnah.

25 Palal ben Uzai, opposite the Corner, and the
Migdalwhich projects fromupper part of the Bais
HaMelech, that was by the khatzer (court) of the
Guard. After him Pedayah ben Parosh,

26And the Netenim (servants of the Bais Hamik-
dash)dwelt onOphel,made repairs unto theplace
opposite the Water Gate on the east, and the
migdal that projects out.

27After them the Tekoim repaired another sec-
tion, opposite the great migdal that projects out,
even unto the Chomat Ophel.

28 From above the Horse Gate repaired the Ko-
hanim, every one opposite his bais.

29After themrepairedTzadokben Immeroppo-
site his bais. After him repaired also Shema'yah
ben Shechanyah, the Shomer of the East Gate.

30 After him repaired Chananyah ben Shele-
myah, and Chanun the sixth son of Tzalaph, an-
other section. After him repaired Meshullam ben
Berekhyah opposite his living quarters.

31After him repaired Malkiyah one of the gold-
smiths unto the place of the Netenim, and of the
merchants, opposite the Sha'ar HaMifkad, and to
the aliyyat hapinnah.
‡ 3:23 Prov 8:30
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32 And between the aliyyat hapinnah unto the
Sheep Gate repaired the goldsmiths and the mer-
chants.

33 But it came to pass, that when Sanvalat
heard that we were rebuilding the Chomah, he
was angered, took great indignation, mocked the
Yehudim.

34 And he spoke before his brethren and the
army of Shomron, and said, What do these feeble
Yehudim? Will they fortify themselves? Will they
sacrifice? Will they finish in a day? Will they
revive the avanim out of the heaps of the burned
rubble?

35 Now Toviyah the Ammoni was by him, and
he said, Even that which they build, if a fox climb
up on it, even he shall break down their chomat
avanim.

36 Shema, Eloheinu, for we are despised; turn
their insults upon their own head, and give them
as plunder in a land of captivity;

37 And cover not their avon, and let not their
chattat be blotted out from before thee, for they
threw insults in the face of HaBonim.

38So we rebuilt HaChomah, and kol HaChomah
was joined together unto half the height thereof,
for HaAm had amind to work.

4
1 But it came to pass, that when Sanvalat, and

Toviyah, and the Arabs, and the Ammonim, and
the Ashdodim, heard about the Chomat Yerusha-
layim, that its repairs had gone ahead, and that
the gaps began to be closed up, then they were
very angry,
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2And they plotted all of them together to come
and to fight against Yerushalayim, and to hinder
it.

3Nevertheless we davened unto Eloheinu, and
set a watch against them yomam valailah, be-
cause of them.

4And Yehudah said, The koach of the bearers of
burdens is givingout, and there ismuchrubble, so
thatwe are not able to rebuild the Chomah (Wall).

5 And our adversaries said, They shall have no
da'as, neither see, till we come in themidst among
them, and slay them, and cause the melachah
(work) to cease.

6 And it came to pass, that when the Yehudim
which dwelt near them came, they said unto us
eser pe'amim, Wherever ye turn, they will be
upon us.

7 Therefore set I behind the lower places of
the Chomah, and on the exposed places, I even
set HaAm by their mishpekhot with their swords,
their spears, and their bows.

8 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto
the Nobles, and to the Officials, and to the rest
of HaAm, Be not ye afraid of them. Remember
Adonoi HaGadol vHaNorah, and fight for your
achim, your banim, and your banot, your nashim,
and your batim.

9 And it came to pass, when our enemies were
aware that it was known unto us, and HaElohim
had brought their etzah (plan) to nought, that we
returned all of us to HaChomah, every one unto
his melachah (work).

10And it came to pass from that day forth, that
half of my men did the melachah, and the other
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half of them held the spears, the shields, and the
bows, and thebodyarmor; and theofficialsposted
themselves behind Kol Bais Yehudah

11 Who were HaBonim BaChomah. And they
that bore burdens, carried their loads such that
each one with one of his hands did the melachah,
and with the other hand held a weapon.

12 For the Bonim, every one had his cherev
girded by his side, and so built. And he that
sounded the shofar was byme.

13AndI saidunto theNobles, and to theOfficials,
and to the rest of haAm, The melachah is great
and spread out, and we are separated along the
Chomah, one far from another.

14 Inwhat place therefore yehear thekol haSho-
far, rally ye thither unto us; Eloheinu shall fight
for us.

15 So we labored in the melachah, and half of
them held the spears from the break of dawn till
the kokhavim appeared.

16 Likewise at the same time said I unto HaAm,
Let every one with his servant lodge within
Yerushalayim, that in halailah they may be a
mishmar (guard) to us, and at hayom a melachah
(workman).

17 So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my men,
nor the anshei hamishmar (the men of the guard)
which followedme, none of us put off our clothes;
everyone carriedhisweapon, evenwhenhewent
for water.

5
1And there was a great outcry of HaAm and of

their nashim against their achim the Yehudim.
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2 For there were that said, We, our banim, and
our banot, are rabbim (many); therefore we must
get dagan (grain) for them, that we may eat, and
live.

3Some also therewere that said,We havemort-
gaged our sadot (fields), kramim (vineyards), and
batim (houses), that wemight buy dagan, because
of the ra'av (famine).

4 There were also that said, We have borrowed
kesef for the tax of HaMelech, and that upon our
sadot and kramim.

5 Yet now our basar is the same as the basar of
acheinu (our brethren, countrymen), our banot as
their banot; and, hinei, we bring into the bondage
of slavery our banim and our banot, and some
of our banot are brought unto bondage already,
neither is it in our power to redeem them, for
other men have our sadot and kramim.

6 And I was very angry when I heard their
outcry and these devarim.

7 Then I consulted my own thoughts, and I re-
buked theNobles,* and the officials, and said unto
them, Ye exact massa (usury),† every one from his
brother. And I called a kehillah gedolah against
them.

8 And I said unto them, We as far as we have
ability have redeemed acheinu (bought back our
brethren) the Yehudim, which were sold unto the
Goyim; and will ye even sell your brethren? Or
shall they be sold back unto us? Then they were
speechless, and found nothing to answer.

* 5:7 See 3:5 † 5:7 i.e., seizing what is pledged against debts,
whether people, land, or property
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9Also I said, It is not tov this thing ye are doing.
Ought ye not to walk in the fear of Eloheinu and
end the derision of the Goyim oyveinu (our ene-
mies)?

10 I likewise, and my brethren, and my men,
have allowed them to borrowkesef and dagan; let
us stop now this massa (burden of debt).

11Restore, now, to them, even today, their sadot,
their kramim, their zayit groves, and their batim
(houses), also the usury of the hundredth part of
the kesef, and of the dagan, the tirosh (newwine),
and the yitzhar (olive oil), that ye exact of them.

12Then said they,Wewill restore them, andwill
require nothing of them; so will we do as thou
sayest. Then I summoned the Kohanim, and took
an oath of them, that they should do according to
this promise.

13Also I shook out the fold of my robe, and said,
So may HaElohim shake out every man from his
bais, and from that which belongs to him, that
keepeth not this promise, even thus be he shaken
out, and emptied. And Kol HaKahal said, Omein,
and praised HASHEM. And HaAm did according to
this promise.

14Moreover, from the yom that I was appointed
to be their governor in Eretz Yehudah, from the
twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth
year of Artachshasta HaMelech, that is, twelve
shanim, I and my brethren have not eaten the
LechemHaPechah (Allowance of the Governor).

15 But the former governors that had been be-
foremeplaced aheavy burden onHaAm, andhad
takenof them lechemandyayin, in addition to the
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forty shekels of kesef; yea, even their assistants
domineered HaAm; but so did not I, because of
yirat Elohim.

16 But instead I continued in the melekhet Ha-
Chomah (work of this Wall), neither acquired we
any sadeh; and all my men were gathered there
unto themelachah (work).

17Moreover there were at my shulchan a hun-
dred and fifty of the Yehudim and officials, be-
sides those that came unto us from among the
Goyim around us.

18Now that which was prepared daily was one
shor (ox) and six choice sheep; also poultry were
prepared atmy expense, and every ten days skins
of yayin in quantity of all kinds; yet for all this
required not I the LechemHaPechah, because the
avodah was heavy upon this people.

19Rememberme, Elohai, for tovah, according to
all that I have done for this people.

6
1 Now it came to pass when Sanvalat, and

Toviyah, and Geshem the Arab, and the rest of
oyveinu (our enemies), heard that I had rebuilt
HaChomah, and that therewasnoperetz (gap) left
therein (though at that time I had not set up the
dalatot in the she'arim),

2 That Sanvalat and Geshem sent unto me, say-
ing, Come, let us meet together in one of the
villages in the plain of Ono. But theywere choshe-
vim (the ones scheming) to dome ra'ah (harm).

3 And I sent malachim unto them, saying, I am
doing a melachah gedolah, so that I cannot come
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down. Why should the melachah cease, whilst I
leave it, and come down to you?

4 Yet they sent unto me this message arbah
pe'amim; and I answered them after the same
manner.

5 Then sent Sanvalat his aid unto me in like
manner the fifth time with an unsealed iggeret in
his hand;

6 Wherein was written, It is reported among
the Goyim, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and
the Yehudim are choshevim (the ones scheming)
revolt, forwhich cause thou buildest the Chomah,
that thou mayest be their Melech, according to
these reports.

7And thou hast also appointed nevi'im to make
this proclamation about thee at Yerushalayim,
saying, There is a Melech in Yehudah! Now this
report will get back to HaMelech. Come now
therefore, and let us take counsel together.

8Then I sentuntohim, saying, Thereareno such
devarim (things) done as thou sayest, but thou
inventest them out of thine own lev.

9 For they all were trying to make us afraid,
saying, Their hands shall get too weakened for
the melachah, that it be not completed. Now
therefore, strengthenmy hands!

10 Afterward I came unto the bais Shema'yah
ben Delayah ben Mehetave'el, who was confined;
and he said, Let us meet together in the Bais
HaElohim, within theHeikhal, and let us close the
dalatot of the Heikhal, for they will come to slay
thee; yea, tonight they come to slay thee.

11And I said, Should such a man as I flee? And
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who is there, that, being as I am,would go into the
Heikhal to save his life? I will not go in.

12 And, hinei, I perceived that Elohim had not
sent him; but that he pronounced this nevu'ah
(prophecy) against me, for Toviyah and Sanvalat
had hired him.

13 Therefore was he hired, that I should be
afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might
have given me a shem rah (bad name), that they
might discredit me.

14 Remember, Elohai, Toviyah and Sanvalat
according to these their ma'asim, and also the
neviah (prophetess) Noadyah, and the rest of the
nevi'im, that would have intimidatedme.

15So theChomahwasfinished in the twentyand
fifth day of themonth Elul, in fifty and two days.

16 And it came to pass, that when all oyveinu
(our enemies) heard thereof, and all the Goyim
around us saw these things, they were much cast
down in their own eyes, for they perceived that
this melachah was accomplished by Eloheinu.

17Moreover in thosedays thenobles of Yehudah
sent many iggerot unto Toviyah, and the iggrot of
Toviyah weremaking reply unto them.

18For thereweremanyba'alei shevuah in Yehu-
dah unto him, because he was the choson (son-
in-law) of Shechanyah ben Arach, and his son
Yehochanan had taken the bat Meshullam ben
Berekhyah.

19Also they reported his*merits beforeme, and
utteredmywords tohim. AndToviyah sent letters

* 6:19 Toviyahʼs supposed
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with the intent of intimidatingme.†

7
1 Now it came to pass, when the chomah was

rebuilt, and I had set up the dalatot, and the
gatekeepers and the singers and the Levi'imwere
appointed,

2 That I gave my brother Chanani, along with
Chananyah (the commander of the citadel), charge
over Yerushalayim, for he was an ish emes, and
feared HaElohimmore thanmany.

3 And I said unto them, Let not the gates of
Yerushalayim be opened until the shemesh be
hot; and while they stand by, let them shut the
dalatot, and bar them, and appoint watches of
the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, every one in his
watch, and every one to be near his bais.

4Now the Ir was large and gedolah, but HaAm
were few therein, and thebatim (houses)werenot
rebuilt.

5AndElohai put intomine lev to gather together
the nobles, and the officials, and the people, that
they might be reckoned by genealogy. And I
found a Sefer HaYachash (record of the genealogy)
of them which came up at the first, and found
written therein:

6 These are the people of the province, that
went up out of the Golus captivity, of those that
had been carried away, whom Nevukhadnetzar
† 6:19 T.N. We see that the work of G-d had to be accomplished,
not in a vacuumof peace and tranquility, but against the backdrop
of manipulation and intimidation. Nehemiah gives G-d the credit
and the glory for his escaping every snare.
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Melech Bavel had carried away, and came again
to Yerushalayim and to Yehudah, everyone unto
his town;

7 Who came with Zerubavel, Yeshua,
Nechemyah, Azaryah, Ra'amyah, Nachamani,
Mordechai, Bilshan, Misperet, Bigvai, Nechum,
and Ba'anah.
The number of the men of the people of Yisroel

was this:
8The Bnei Parosh, 2,172.
9The Bnei Shephatyah, 372.
10The Bnei Arach, 652.
11TheBnei Pachat-Moav, of theBnei Yeshuaand

Yoav, 2,818.
12The Bnei Eilam, 1,254.
13The Bnei Zattu, 845.
14The Bnei Zakai, 760.
15The Bnei Binnui, 648.
16The Bnei Bevai, 628.
17The Bnei Azgad, 2,322.
18The Bnei Adonikam, 667.
19The Bnei Bigvai, 2,067.
20The Bnei Adin, 655.
21The Bnei Ater of Chizkiyah, 98.
22The Bnei Chashum, 328.
23The Bnei Betzai, 324.
24The Bnei Chariph, 112.
25The Bnei Giv'on, 95.
26Themen of Beit-Lechem and Netophah, 188.
27Themen of Anatot, 128.
28Themen of Beit-Azmavet, 42.
29 The men of Kiryat-Ye'arim, Kephirah, and

Be'erot, 743.
30Themen of Ramah and Geva, 621.
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31Themen of Michmas, 122.
32Themen of Beit-El and Ai, 123.
33Themen of the other Nevo, 52.
34The people of the other Eilam, 1,254.
35The Bnei Charim, 320.
36The Bnei Yericho, 345.
37The Bnei Lod, Chadid, and Ono, 721.
38The Bnei Senaah, 3,930.
39 The kohanim; the Bnei Yedayah, of the Bais

Yeshua, 973.
40The Bnei Immer, 1,052.
41The Bnei Pashchur, 1,247.
42The Bnei Charim, 1,017.
43The Levi'im; the Bnei Yeshua, of Kadmiel, and

of the Bnei Hodvah, 74.
44The singers; the Bnei Asaph, 148.
45 The gatekeepers; the Bnei Shallum, the Bnei

Ater, the Bnei Talmon, the Bnei Akkuv, the Bnei
Chatita, the Bnei Shovai, 138.

46 The Netinim;* the Bnei Tzicha, the Bnei Cha-
supha, the Bnei Taba'ot,

47The Bnei Keros, the Bnei Sia, the Bnei Padon,
48 The Bnei Levanah, the Bnei Chagavah, the

Bnei Shalmai,
49 The Bnei Chanan, the Bnei Giddel, the Bnei

Gachar,
50 The Bnei Reayah, the Bnei Retzin, the Bnei

Nekoda,
51 The Bnei Gazzam, the Bnei Uzza, the Bnei

Paseach,
52 The Bnei Besai, the Bnei Me'unim, the Bnei

Nephushesim,

* 7:46 servants of the Beis Hamikdash
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53 The Bnei Bakbuk, the Bnei Chakupha, the
Bnei Charchur,

54 The Bnei Batzlit, the Bnei Mechida, the Bnei
Charsha,

55 The Bnei Barkos, the Bnei Sisra, the Bnei
Temach,

56The Bnei Netziyach, the Bnei Chatipha.
57 The Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo; the Bnei Sotai, the

Bnei Sopheret, the Bnei Perida,†
58 The Bnei Ya'la, the Bnei Darkon, the Bnei

Giddel,
59 The Bnei Shephatyah, the Bnei Chattil, the

Bnei Pokheret-Hatzvayim, the Bnei Amon.
60 All the Netinim, and the Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo,

were three hundred ninety and two.
61 And these were they which went up also

from Tel-Melach, Tel-Charsha, Keruv, Addon, and
Immer, but they could not show their bais avot,
nor their zera, whether they were of Yisroel.

62 The Bnei Delayah, the Bnei Toviyah, the Bnei
Nekoda, 642.
† 7:57 T.N. This book teaches that the work of G-d is so difficult,
that no one person can do it alone. People working together is a
picture of what is involved in being in a Messianic kehillah or any
ministry for G-d. We are inspired as we see how the wall came
together in only 52 days (see Neh 6:15) when Nehemiah arrived in
445. However, everything was not accomplished quite so fast. The
Mizbe'ach and the Beis Hamikdash were restored and the work
took place from 538—515 B.C.E. and was finally completed after
Darius I (522—486 B.C.E.) gave his official permission, though the
foundation of the Beis Hamikdash was laid as early as 536 B.C.E.
Then came the reforming work of Ezra in 458 B.C.E. during the
reign of Artaxerxes I (465—424).
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63 And of the kohanim; the Bnei Chavayah, the
Bnei Hakotz, the Bnei Barzillai, which took one of
the banot of Barzillai the Gil'adi to wife, and was
named after their shem.

64 These sought their register among those that
were reckonedby genealogy, but itwas not found;
therefore were they, as polluted, put from the
Kehunah (Priesthood).

65 And the Tirshata said unto them that they
should not eat of the kodesh hakodashim until
there stood up a kohenwith Urim and Tummim.

66The kol hakahal together was 42,360,
67 not counting their manservants and their

maidservants, of whom there were 7,337; and
they had 245 meshorarim (singing men) and
meshorarot (singingwomen).

68 Their susim, seven hundred thirty and six;
their mules, two hundred forty and five;

69 Their camels, four hundred thirty and five;
six thousand seven hundred and twenty donkeys.

70 And some of the chief of the avot gave unto
thework. TheTirshata (governor)gave to the trea-
sury a thousand drachmas of zahav, fifty basins,
five hundred and thirty kasenos (garments) for
the Kohanim.

71And some of the chief of the avot gave to the
treasury of the work twenty thousand drachmas
of zahav, and two thousand and two hundred
manim of kesef.

72 And that which the rest of the people gave
was twenty thousand drachmas of zahav, and
two thousandmanimof kesef, and threescore and
seven kasenos for the Kohanim.
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73 So the Kohanim, and the Levi'im, and the
gatekeepers, and the singers, and some of the
people, and the Netinim, and kol Yisroel, dwelt
in their towns; [8:1] and when the seventh month‡
came, the Bnei Yisroel were in their towns.

8
1 And kol HaAm gathered themselves together

as one man into the rechov that was before the
Water Gate; and they spoke unto Ezra HaSofer to
bring the Sefer Torat Moshe, which HASHEM had
commanded to Yisroel.

2 And Ezra HaKohen brought the Torah before
the Kahal both of men and women, and all that
could hearwith understanding, upon the first day
of the seventhmonth.*

3 And he read therein before the rechov that
was before theWaterGate from themorninguntil
midday, before the men and the women, and
those that could understand; and the ears of kol
HaAmwere attentive unto the Sefer HaTorah.

4 And Ezra HaSofer stood upon a platform of
wood, which they had made for the purpose;
and beside him stood Mattityah, and Shema,
and Anayah, and Uriyah, and Chilkiyah, and
Ma'aseiyah, on his right hand; and on his left
hand, Pedayah, and Mishael, and Malkiyah, and
Chashum, and Chashbadanah, Zecharyah, and
Meshullam.

5 And Ezra opened the Sefer before the eyes of
kolHaAm(forhewas abovekolHaAm); andwhen
he opened it, all the people stood up.

‡ 7:73 Tishri * 8:2 Rosh Hashanah
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6AndEzrablessedHASHEM,HaElohimHaGadol.
And kol HaAm answered, Omein, Omein, with
lifting up their hands; and they bowed, and wor-
shiped HASHEMwith their faces to the ground.

7Also Yeshua, and Bani, and Sherevyah, Yamin,
Akkuv, Shabetai, Hodiyah, Ma'aseiyah, Kelita,
Azaryah, Yozavad, Chanan, Pelayah, and the
Levi'im caused the people to understand the
Torah; and the people stood in their place.

8 So they read from the Sefer Torat HaElohim
distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading.

9And Nechemyah the Tirshata, and Ezra HaKo-
hen HaSofer, and the Levi'im that taught the peo-
ple, said unto all the people, This day is kadosh
unto HASHEM Eloheichem; mourn not, nor weep.
For kolHaAmwept,when theyheard thewords of
the Torah.

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat
the choice foods, and drink the sweet things, and
send portions unto them for whom nothing is
prepared; for this day is kadosh unto Adoneinu;
neither be ye grieving; for the chedvah (joy) of
HASHEM is your strength.

11 So the Levi'im calmed kol HaAm, saying, Be
still, for the day is kadosh; neither be ye grieved.

12 And kol HaAm went their way to eat, and to
drink, and to send portions, and tomake simchah
gedolah, because they had understood the words
that were declared unto them.

13 And on the second day were gathered to-
gether the chief of the avot of kol HaAm, the



NECHEMYAH 8:14 xxiv NECHEMYAH 9:1

Kohanim, and the Levi'im, unto Ezra HaSofer, to
understand the words of the Torah.

14 And they found written in the Torah which
HASHEM had commanded byMoshe, that the Bnei
Yisroel should dwell in sukkot in the Chag of the
seventhmonth,

15And that they should publish and proclaim in
all their towns, and in Yerushalayim, saying, Go
forth unto the hill country, and bring back olive
branches, and wild olive branches, and myrtle,
and palm branches, and branches of leafy trees,
to make sukkot, as it is written.

16 So the people went forth, and brought them,
andmade themselves sukkot, every one upon the
roof of his bais, and in their courtyards, and in
the khatzerot Bais HaElohim, and in the rechov of
theWaterGate, and in the rechov of the Ephrayim
Gate.

17 And kol HaKahal of them that were come
again out of the captivity made sukkot, and sat
under the sukkot; for since the days of Yeshua ben
Nun unto that day had not the Bnei Yisroel done
so. And there was simchah gedolah.

18 Also day by day, from the first day unto the
last, he read from the Sefer Torat HaElohim. And
they kept the Chag seven days; and then came
Shmini Atzeret, according unto themishpat.

9
1 Now in the 24th day of this month the Bnei

Yisroel were assembled with a tzom, with sack-
cloth, and adamah upon them.
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2 And the Zera Yisroel separated themselves
fromall foreigners, and stood and confessed their
chattot, and the avonot of their avot.

3 And they stood up in their place, and read
in the Sefer Torat HASHEM Eloheihem one fourth
part of the day; and another fourth part they
confessed, and worshiped HASHEM Eloheihem.

4 Then stood up upon the platform, of the
Levi'im, Yeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shevanyah,
Bunni, Sherevyah, Bani, and Kenani, and cried
with a kol gadol unto HASHEM Eloheihem.

5 Then the Levi'im, Yeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani,
Chashavneyah, Sherevyah, Hodiyah, Shevanyah,
and Petachyah, said, Stand up and bless HASHEM
Eloheichem for ever and ever; and blessed be
Shem Kevodecha, which is exalted above all
brocha and tehillah.

6 Thou, even Thou, art HASHEM alone; Thou
hast made HaShomayim, the heaven of heavens,
with all their host, ha'aretz, and all things that are
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and Thou
preservest them all; and the Tz'va HaShomayim
worshipeth Thee.

7Thou artHASHEMHaElohim,Whodidst choose
Avram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur Kas-
dim, and gavest shmo Avraham;

8And foundest his levne'emanbeforeThee, and
madest habrit (the covenant)with him to give the
eretz HaKena'ani, the Chitti, the Emori, and the
Perizzi, and the Yevusi, and the Girgashi, to give
it to his zera, and hast performed Thy words; for
Thou art tzaddik;

9 And didst see the affliction of Avoteinu in
Mitzrayim, and heardest their cry by the Yam Suf;
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10 And showedst otot and mofetim upon
Pharaoh, and on all his avadim, and on kol HaAm
of his land; for Thou knewest that they dealt
proudly against them. So didst Thou get Thee a
Shem, as it is this day.

11 And Thou didst divide the yam before them,
so that they went through the midst of the yam
on the yabashah; and their persecutors Thou
threwest into the depths, as an even (stone) into
themighty waters.

12 Moreover Thou leddest them in the day by
an Ammud Anan; and in the night by an Ammud
Eish, to give them ohr in the way wherein they
should go.

13 Thou camest down also upon Mt Sinai, and
spoke with them from Shomayim, and gavest
them mishpatim yesharim, and torot emes,
chukkim andmitzvot tovim;

14 And madest known unto them Thy Shab-
bos Kadosh, and commandedst them mitzvot,
chukkim, and torah, by the yad of Moshe Thy
eved;

15 And gavest them lechem from Shomayim
for their hunger, and broughtest forth mayim
for them out of the rock for their thirst, and
promisedst them that they should go in to possess
Ha'Aretz which Thou hadst sworn to give them.

16 But they and Avoteinu dealt proudly, and
hardened their necks, and paid heed not to Thy
mitzvot,

17 And refused to obey, neither were mindful
of Thy wonders that Thou didst among them;
but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion
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appointed a rosh to return to their bondage; but
Thou art Eloah Selichot, channun and rachum,
slow to anger, and of great chesed, and forsookest
them not.

18 Yea, when they had made them an egel
massekhah, and said, This is Eloheicha that
brought thee up out of Mitzrayim, or when they
committed ne'atzot gedolot (great blasphemies);

19 Yet Thou in Thy manifold mercies forsookest
them not in the midbar; the Ammud heAnan
departed not from them by day, to lead them in
HaDerech; neither the Ammud HaEish by night,
to show them light, and HaDerech wherein they
should walk.

20 Thou gavest also Thy Ruach HaTovah to in-
struct them, andwithheldest not Thymanna from
their mouth, and gavest them mayim for their
thirst.

21Yea, arba'im shanah didst Thou sustain them
in the midbar, so that they lacked nothing; their
clothes did not wear out, and their feet swelled
not.

22 Moreover Thou gavest them kingdoms and
nations, allotting themas aboundary; so theypos-
sessed Eretz Sichon, and Eretz Melech Cheshbon,
and Eretz OgMelech HaBashan.

23 Their children also multipliedst Thou as the
kokhavim of Shomayim, and broughtest them
into Ha'Aretz, concerning which Thou hadst
promised to their avot, that they should go in to
possess it.

24 So the children went in and possessed
Ha'Aretz, and Thou subduedst before them the
inhabitants of the land, theKena'anim, and gavest
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them into their hands, with their melachim, and
the people of the land, that they might do with
them as they would.

25And they took fortified cities, and an adamah
shemenah, and possessed batim full of all goods,
wells dug, kramim, and oliveyards, and fruit trees
in abundance; so theydid eat, andwerefilled, and
became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great
goodness.

26 Nevertheless they were disobedient, and re-
belled against Thee, and cast Thy torah behind
their backs, and slaughtered Thy nevi'im which
testified against them to turn them to Thee, and
they wrought ne'atzot gedolot.

27Therefore Thou deliveredst them into the yad
of their enemies, who oppressed them; and in
the time of their tzoros, when they cried unto
Thee, Thou heardest them from Shomayim; and
according to Thy manifold mercies Thou gavest
them moshi'im (deliverers), who saved them out
of the yad of their enemies.

28But after they had rest, they did rah again be-
fore Thee; therefore Thou abandoned them unto
the hand of their enemies, so that they had the do-
minion over them; yet when they returned, cried
unto Thee, Thou heardest them from Shomayim;
and many times didst Thou deliver them accord-
ing to Thymercies;

29And testifiedst against them, that Thoumight-
est bring themagainuntoThy torah; yet theydealt
proudly, and paid heed not unto Thy mitzvot, but
sinned against Thymishpatim, which if aman do,
he shall live in them; and they stubbornly turned
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their backs, and hardened their neck, and would
not hear.

30 Yet many shanim didst Thou forbear them,
and testifiedst against themby ThyRuach* by Thy
nevi'im; yet would they not give ear; therefore
gavest Thou theminto theyadof thepeoplesof the
lands.

31Nevertheless forThygreatmerciesʼ sakeThou
didstnotutterly consume them,nor forsake them;
for Thou art El Channun v'Rachum.

32 Now therefore, Eloheinu, the great, the
mighty, and the terrible G-d,Whokeepest brit and
chesed, let not all the hardships seem little before
Thee, that hath come upon us, on melacheinu, on
sareinu, and onKohaneinu, and onnevi'einu, and
on Avoteinu, and on all Thy people, since the time
of themelachim of Assyria unto this day.

33HowbeitThouart tzaddik inall that isbrought
upon us; for Thou hast done emes, but we have
done wrong;

34 Neither have melacheinu, sareinu,
Kohaneinu, nor Avoteinu, kept Thy torah, nor
paid heed unto Thy mitzvot and Thy testimonies,
wherewith Thou didst testify against them.

35 For they have not served Thee in their
malchut, and in Thy great goodness that Thou
gavest them, and in the large and fertile land
which Thou gavest before them, neither turned
they from their wicked works.

36 Hinei, we are avadim this day, and for the
land that Thou gavest unto Avoteinu to eat the
fruit thereof and the good thereof, hinei, we are
* 9:30Hakodesh
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avadim in it;
37 And it yieldeth much increase unto the

melachimwhomThou hast set over us because of
chattoteinu; also theyhavedominionover geviyy-
oteinu, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and
we are in tzarah gedolah.

10
1 And because of all this we make a sure

covenant, and write it; and our sarim, Levi'im,
and Kohanim, seal unto it.

2 Now those that sealed were, Nechemyah the
tirshata ben Chakhalyah, and Tzidkiyah,

3 Serayah, Azaryah, Yirmeyah,
4Pashchur, Amaryah, Malkiyah,
5Chattush, Shevanyah, Maluch,
6Charim, Meremot, Ovadyah,
7Daniel, Ginton, Baruch,
8Meshullam, Aviyah, Miyamin,
9 Ma'azyah, Bilgai, Shema'yah; these were the

kohanim.
10 And the Levi'im; both Yeshua ben Azanyah,

Binnui of the Bnei Chenadad, Kadmiel;
11And their brethren, Shevanyah, Hodiyah, Ke-

lita, Pelayah, Chanan,
12Micha, Rechov, Chashavyah,
13Zakkur, Sherevyah, Shevanyah,
14Hodiyah, Bani, and Beninu.
15 The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pachat-

Moav, Eilam, Zattu, Bani,
16Bunni, Azgad, Bevai,
17Adoniyah, Bigvai, Adin,
18Ater, Chizkiyah, Azzur,
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19Hodiyah, Chashum, Betzai,
20Chariph, Anatot, Neivai,
21Magpiash, Meshullam, Chezir,
22Meshezav'el, Tzadok, Yaddua,
23Pelatyah, Chanan, Anayah,
24Hoshea, Chananyah, Chashuv,
25Halochesh, Pilcha, Shovek,
26Rechum, Chashavnah, Ma'aseiyah,
27And Achiyah, Chanan, Anan,
28Maluch, Charim, Ba'anah.
29 And the rest of the people, the Kohanim, the

Levi'im, the gatekeepers, the singers, theNetinim,
and all they that had separated themselves from
the peoples of the lands unto the Torat HaElohim,
their wives, their banim, and their banot, every
one having knowledge, and having understand-
ing;

30 They were the machazikim (the ones join-
ing) with their brethren, their nobles, and bound
themselveswith a curse, and into an oath, towalk
in Torat HaElohim, which was given by Moshe
Eved HaElohim, and to be shomer to do all the
mitzvot of HASHEM Adoneinu, and His mishpatim
and His chukkot;

31 And that we would not give our banot unto
the peoples of the land, not take their banot for
our banim;

32And if the people of the land bring merchan-
dise or any grain on Shabbos or on Yom Kodesh
to sell, that we would not buy it of them on Shab-
bos, or on Yom Kodesh; and that we would every
Shanah HaShevi'it* forgo working the land and
* 10:32 Ex 23:11
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will cancel all debts.
33Also we will assume on us mitzvot, to charge

ourselves yearlywith the third part of a shekel for
the Avodat Beis Eloheinu;†

34 For the Lechem HaMa'arekhet, and for the
Minchat HaTamid, and for the Olat HaTamid, of
the Shabbatot, of theChodashim, for theMo'adim,
and for the Kodashim, and for the Chatta'ot to
make kapporah for Yisroel, and for all the work
of the Beis Eloheinu.

35And we cast the goralot among the Kohanim,
the Levi'im, and the people, for the korban of
the wood, to bring it into the Beis Eloheinu, after
the batim of Avoteinu, at times appointed year
by year, to burn upon the Mizbe'ach of HASHEM
Eloheinu, as it is written in the Torah;‡

36And to bring the bikkurei admateinu, and the
bikkurei kol pri kol etz, year by year, unto Beis
HASHEM;

37Also the bechorot baneinu, and of our cattle,
as it is written in the Torah, and the firstlings of
our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the Beis
Eloheinu, unto the Kohanim that minister in the
Beis Eloheinu;

38 And that we should bring the reshit
arisoteinu, and our offerings, and the fruit of
all manner of trees, of tirosh and of oil, unto the
Kohanim, to the storerooms of the Beis Eloheinu;
and thema'aser of our land unto the Levi'im, that
the same Levi'im might collect me'a'serim in all
the cities of avodateinu.

39And the Kohen Ben Aharon shall be with the
Levi'im, when the Levi'im receive tithes; and the
† 10:33Mt 17:24 ‡ 10:35 Lv 6:12-13
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Levi'im shall bring up thema'aser hama'aser unto
the Beis Eloheinu, to the storerooms, into the Beis
HaOtzar.

40 For the Bnei Yisroel and the Bnei Levi shall
bring the terumah of the grain, of the tirosh,
and the oil, unto the storerooms, where are Keli
HaMikdash, and the Kohanim that minister, and
the gatekeepers, and the singers; and we will not
forsake the Beis Eloheinu.

11
1And the rulers of the people dwelt at Yerusha-

layim; the rest of the people also cast goralot,
to bring one of ten to dwell in Yerushalayim Ir
HaKodesh, and nine parts to dwell in other cities.

2 And the people blessed all the men, that
willingly offered themselves to dwell at Yerusha-
layim.

3Now these are the chiefs of the province that
dwelt in Yerushalayim, but in the towns of Yehu-
dah dwelt every one in his possession in their
towns — Yisroel, the Kohanim, and the Levi'im,
and the Netinim, and the Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo.

4And at Yerushalayim dwelt certain of the Bnei
Yehudah, and of the Bnei Binyamin.
Of the Bnei Yehudah; Atayah ben Uziyah, ben

Zecharyah, ben Amaryah, ben Shephatyah, ben
Mahalal'el, of the children of Peretz;

5 And Ma'aseiyah ben Baruch, ben Col-Chozeh,
ben Chazayah, ben Adayah, ben Yoyariv, ben
Zecharyah, ben Shelah.

6All the Bnei Peretz that dwelt at Yerushalayim
were four hundred threescore and eight anshei
chayil.
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7 And these are the Bnei Binyamin: Sallu ben
Meshullam, ben Yoed, ben Pedayah, ben Kolayah,
benMa'aseiyah, ben Itiel, ben Yeshayah.

8And after him Gabai, Sallai, 928.
9AndYoel ben Zichriwas their pakid (overseer),

andYehudahbenHasnuahwas secondover the Ir.
10 Of the Kohanim; Yedayah ben Yoyariv,

Yachin,
11 Serayah ben Chilkiyah ben Meshullam ben

Tzadok ben Merayot ben Achituv the Nagid Bais
HaElohim.

12 And their brethren that did the work of the
Beis* were eight hundred twenty and two; and
Adayah ben Yerocham, ben Pelalyah, ben Amtzi,
ben Zecharyah, ben Pashchur, benMalkiyah.

13And his brethren, chief of the avot, two hun-
dred forty and two; and Amashsai ben Azare'el
ben Achzai benMeshillemot ben Immer,

14And their brethren, gibborei chayil, one hun-
dred twenty and eight; and their overseer was
Zavdiel ben HaGedolim.

15 Also of the Levi'im; Shema'yah ben Chashuv
ben Azrikam ben Chashavyah ben Bunni;

16And Shabetai and Yozavad, of the chief of the
Levi'im, had the oversight of the outside work of
the Beis HaElohim.

17And Matanyah ben Micha ben Zavdi ben As-
aph was the Rosh who began yehodeh† l'tefilah,
and Bakbukyah the second among his brethren,
and Avda ben Shammua ben Galal ben Yedutun.

18 All the Levi'im in the Ir HaKodesh were two
hundred fourscore and four.

* 11:12HaMikdash † 11:17 Ro 2:29
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19 Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkuv, Talmon,
and their brethren that kept the gates, were one
hundred seventy and two.

20 And the rest of Yisroel, of the Kohanim, and
the Levi'im, were in all the cities of Yehudah,
every one in his nachalah.

21 But the Netinim dwelt in Ophel, and Tzicha
and Gishpa were over the Netinim.

22 The overseer also of the Levi'im at Yerusha-
layim was Uzzi ben Bani, ben Chashavyah ben
Matanyah ben Micha. Of the Bnei Asaph, the
singers; over the work of the Beis HaElohim.

23For it was the kingʼs commandment concern-
ing them, that a regulation be for the singers, over
their daily actities.

24 And Petachyah ben Meshezav'el, of the Bnei
Zerach ben Yehudah, was the kingʼs deputy in all
matters concerning the people.

25 And for the villages, with their fields, some
of the children of Yehudah dwelt at Kiryat-Arba,
and in the villages thereof, and at Divon, and in
the villages thereof, and at Yekabze'el, and in the
villages thereof,

26 And at Yeshua, and at Moladah, and at Beit-
Pelet,

27And at Chatzar Shual, and at Be'er-Sheva, and
in the villages thereof,

28 And at Tziklag, and at Mechonah, and in the
villages thereof,

29 And at Ein Rimmon, and at Tzorah, and at
Yarmut,

30 Zanoach, Adullam, and in their villages, at
Lakhish, and the fields thereof, at Azekah, and in
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the villages thereof. And they dwelt from Be'er-
Sheva unto the valley of Hinnom.

31 The children also of Binyamin from Geva
dwelt at Michmas, and Ayah, and Beit-El, and in
their villages.

32And at Anatot, Nov, Ananyah,
33Chatzor, Ramah, Gittayim,
34Chadid, Tzevo'im, Nevalat,
35Lod, and Ono, the Gey-HaCharashim.
36And of the Levi'imwere divisions of Yehudah

in Binyamin.

12
1 Now these are the Kohanim and the Levi'im

that went up with Zerubavel ben Sh'altiel, and
Yeshua; Serayah, Yirmeyah, Ezra,

2Amaryah, Maluch, Chattush,
3 Shechanyah, Rechum, Meremot,
4 Iddo, Gintoi, Aviyah,
5Miyamin, Ma'adiyah, Bilgah,
6 Shema'yah, and Yoyariv, Yedayah,
7 Sallu, Amok, Chilkiyah, Yedayah. These were

the chief of the Kohanim and of their brethren in
the days of Yeshua.

8 Moreover the Levi'im; Yeshua, Binnui, Kad-
miel, Sherevyah, Yehudah, and Matanyah, which
was over the huyedot, he and his brethren.

9 Also Bakbukyah and Unni, their brethren,
were opposite them in themishmarot (services).

10 And Yeshua fathered Yoyakim, Yoyakim also
fathered Elyashiv, and Elyashiv fathered Yoyada,

11 And Yoyada fathered Yonatan, and Yonatan
fathered Yaddua.
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12 And in the days of Yoyakim these were Ko-
hanim rashei haAvot; of Serayah, Merayah; of
Yirmeyah, Chananyah;

13 Of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amaryah,
Yehochanan;

14OfMalikhi, Yonatan; of Shevanyah, Yosef;
15Of Charim, Adna; of Merayot, Chelkai;
16Of Iddo, Zecharyah; of Ginton, Meshullam;
17Of Aviyah, Zichri; of Minyamin, of Moadyah,

Piltai;
18 Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shema'yah,

Yehonatan;
19And of Yoyariv, Matnai; of Yedayah, Uzzi;
20Of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Ever;
21 Of Chilkiyah, Chashavyah; of Yedayah, Ne-

tanel.
22 The Levi'im in the days of Elyashiv, Yoy-

ada, and Yochanan, and Yaddua, were recorded
rashei haAvot; also the kohanim, to the reign of
Daryavesh the Persian.

23 The Bnei Levi, the rashei haAvot, were writ-
ten in the Sefer Divrei Hayamim, even until the
days of Yochanan ben Elyashiv.

24 And the chiefs of the Levi'im: Chashavyah,
Sherevyah, and Yeshua ben Kadmiel, with their
brethren over against them, to praise and to give
thanks, according to themitzvat Dovid Ish HaElo-
him, choir opposite choir.

25 Matanyah, and Bakbukyah, Ovadyah,
Meshullam, Talmon, Akkuv, were gatekeepers
keeping the storerooms of the gates.

26Thesewere in thedaysofYoyakimbenYeshua
ben Yotzadak, and in the days of Nechemyah the
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governor, and of Ezra HaKohen HaSofer.
27And at the dedication of the Chomat Yerusha-

layim they sought the Levi'im from all their
places, to bring them to Yerushalayim, to keep
the dedicationwith simchah, bothwith todot, and
with singing, with cymbals, nevalim, and with
kinorot.

28 And Bnei HaMishorerim gathered them-
selves together, both out of the region around
Yerushalayim, and from the villages of Netophati;

29Also from the Bais Gilgal, and out of the fields
of Geva and Azmavet; for the singers had built
villages around Yerushalayim.

30 Kohanim and Levi'im made themselves
tahor, and made the people tahor, the gates,
and the chomah.

31Then I brought up the sarim of Yehudah upon
the chomah, and appointed two great choirs to
give thanks, whereof one went on the right hand
upon the wall toward the Dung Gate;

32 And after them went Hoshayah, and half of
the sarim of Yehudah,

33And Azaryah, Ezra, andMeshullam,
34 Yehudah, Binyamin, Shema'yah, and

Yirmeyah,
35 And certain of the banim of kohanim with

trumpets; namely Zecharyah ben Yonatan ben
Shema'yah ben Matanyah ben Michayah ben Za-
kkur ben Asaph;

36 And his brethren, Shema'yah, and Azare'el,
Milalai, Gilalai, Ma'ai, Netanel, and Yehudah,
Chanani, with the musical instruments of Dovid
the IshHaElohim, andEzra the Sofer before them.
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37And at the Fountain Gate they went up by the
steps of Ir Dovid, at the going up of thewall, above
the Bais Dovid, even theWater Gate eastward.

38 The other company of them that gave thanks
went opposite them, I after them, and half the
people upon the wall, from beyond the Migdal of
the Ovens even unto the BroadWall;

39 And from above the Ephrayim Gate, and
above the Old Gate, and above the Fish Gate, and
the Migdal of Chanan'el, and the Migdal of the
Hundred, even unto the Sheep Gate; and they
stood still in the Prison Gate.

40So stood the two companies of them that gave
thanks in the Beis HaElohim, and I, and the half of
the officials withme;

41 And the Kohanim: Elyakim, Ma'aseiyah,
Minyamin, Michayah, Elyo'einai, Zecharyah, and
Chananyah, with trumpets;

42 And Ma'aseiyah, Shema'yah, El'azar, Uzzi,
Yehochanan, Malkiyah, Eilam, and Ezer. And the
singers sang loud, with Yizrachyah their overseer.

43Also that day they offered zevakhim gedolim,
and rejoiced, for HaElohim had made them re-
joice with great joy; the wives also and the chil-
dren rejoiced, so that the joy of Yerushalayimwas
heard even afar off.

44 And at that time were some appointed over
the storerooms for the Otzarot, for terumot, for
the reshit, and forma'aserot (tithes), to gather into
them out of the fields of the cities the portions re-
quired by the Torah for the Kohanim and Levi'im:
for Yehudah rejoiced for the Kohanim and for the
Levi'im stationed [in Beis HASHEM].
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45 They performed the Mishmeret Eloheihem
and the Mishmeret HaTahorah according to the
commandment of Dovid, and of Sh'lomo bno.

46For in thedaysofDovidandAsaphofold there
were chiefs of the singers, and shir tehillah and
hodot unto Elohim.

47And kol Yisroel in the days of Zerubavel, and
in the days of Nechemyah, gave the portions for
the singers and the gatekeepers, every day its
portion; and they set aside as kodesh the portion
for theLevi'im; and theLevi'imsetasideaskodesh
the portion for the Bnei Aharon.*

13
1On that day they read from the Sefer Moshe in

the ears of HaAm; and thereinwas foundwritten,
that the Ammoni and the Moavi should not come
into the Kehal HaElohim forever,

2 Because they met not the Bnei Yisroel with
lechem and with mayim, but hired Balaam
against them, that he should curse them; howbeit
Eloheinu turned the kelalah into a brocha.

3 Now it came to pass, when they had heard
the Torah, that they separated from Yisroel all the
foreign descent.

4 And before this, Elyashiv the Kohen, having
the oversight of the storeroom of the Beis Elo-
heinu, was allied unto Toviyah;

5 And he had prepared for him a great cham-
ber, where aforetime they laid the minchah, the

* 12:47 T.N. See “days of Yeshua” Neh 12:7, Kohen Gadol ca.
560-490 B.C.E. resurrected from the national death in Golus and
namesake of Moshiach Zech 6:11-12
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levonah, and the vessels, and the ma'aser of the
grain, the tirosh, and the oil, which was com-
manded tobegiven to theLevi'im, and the singers,
and the gatekeepers; and the terumathakohanim.

6 But in all this time was not I at Yerushalayim;
for in the two and thirtieth year of Artachshasta
Melech Bavel came I unto HaMelech, and after
certain days obtained I leave of HaMelech;

7 And I came to Yerushalayim, and understood
of the evil that Elyashivdid for Toviyah, inprepar-
ing him a chamber in the courts of the Beis HaElo-
him.

8And it grieved memuch; therefore I cast forth
all the household stuff of Toviyah out of the cham-
ber.

9 Then I commanded, and they made tahor the
chambers, and there brought I again the vessels
of the Beis HaElohim, with the minchah and the
levonah.

10 And I perceived that the portions of the
Levi'im had not been given them, for the Levi'im
and the singers, that did the work, had gone back
every one to his sadeh.

11 Then contended I with the officials, and said,
Why is the Beis HaElohim forsaken? And I gath-
ered them together, and set them in their place.

12 Then brought all Yehudah the ma'asar of the
grain and the tirosh and the oil unto the Otzarot.

13 And I made over the Otzarot Shelemyah the
Kohen, and Tzadok the Sofer, and of the Levi'im,
Pedayah; and next to them was Chanan ben Za-
kkur, ben Matanyah; for they were considered
ne'emanim, and their officewas to distribute unto
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their brethren.
14Rememberme, OElohai, concerning this, and

wipenot outmy faithful deeds that I havedone for
the Beis Elohai, and for the offices thereof.

15 In those days saw I in Yehudah some treading
winepresses onShabbos, andbringing in sheaves,
and loading donkeys; as also yayin, grapes, and
figs, and all manner of massa (burdens), which
they brought into Yerushalayim on Shabbos; and
I warned them against selling food on Shabbos.

16 There dwelt men of Tzor also therein, which
brought dag (fish), and all manner of merchan-
dise, and sold on Shabbos unto the Bnei Yehudah,
and in Yerushalayim.

17Then I contendedwith the nobles of Yehudah,
and said unto them,What evil thing is this that ye
do, being Mechallel Shabbos (desecrator of Shab-
bos)?

18Did not your avot thus, and did not Eloheinu
bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city? Yet
ye bring more wrath upon Yisroel by committing
Chillul Shabbos (desecration of Shabbos).

19 And it came to pass, that when the gates of
Yerushalayim began to be dark before Shabbos,
I commanded that the gates should be shut, and
charged that they should not be opened till after
Shabbos, and some of my own men set I at the
gates, that there should no massa (burden) be
brought in on Shabbos.

20 Once or twice the merchants and sellers of
all kinds of merchandise lodged outside Yerusha-
layim.

21 Then I warned them, and said unto them,
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Why lodge ye about the wall? If ye do so again, I
will lay hands on you. From that time forth came
they nomore on Shabbos.

22 And I commanded the Levi'im that they
should make themselves tahor, and that they
should come and be shomer over the gates, to set
apart as kodesh Shabbos. Remember me, O Elo-
hai, concerning this also, and spare me according
to the greatness of Thymercy.

23 In those days also saw I Yehudim that had
married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of
Moav,

24 And their children spoke half in the speech
of Ashdod, and could not speak in the language of
the Yehudim, but according to the language of one
people or another.

25And I contendedwith them, and cursed them,
and smote certain of them, and plucked off their
hair, and made them swear by Elohim, saying, Ye
shall not give your banot unto their banim, nor
take their banot unto your banim, or for your-
selves.

26 Did not Sh'lomo Melech Yisroel sin by these
things? Yet among many Goyim was there no
melech like him, who was beloved of Elohav, and
Elohimmade himmelech over kol Yisroel. Never-
theless even him did foreign women cause to sin.

27 Shall we then pay heed unto you to do all
this great evil, to transgress against Eloheinu in
marrying strange wives?

28And one of the Bnei Yoyada ben Elyashiv, the
Kohen HaGadol, was son-in-law to Sanvalat the
Choroni; therefore I drove him away fromme.
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29Remember them,OElohai, because theyhave
defiled the kehunah, and the brit (covenant) of the
kehunah, and of the Levi'im.

30 Thus I cleansed them from all that is foreign,
and had them attend again to the duties of the Ko-
hanimand theLevi'im, every one inhis appointed
work;

31 And for the korban of wood, at times ap-
pointed, and for the bikkurim.
Rememberme, O Elohai, for good.
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